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No plan to brmg Bill
on Chandigarh: Centre

B A row broke out after Parliament’s bulletin showed a proposal to bring Chandigarh under Article
240, which would let the president frame regulations and legislate directly for the Union Territory.

New Delhi
n the line of fire over
its move on Chandi-
garh's administrative
structure, the Centre on
Sunday said no final de-
cision has been taken on
the proposal and assert-
ed that it does not aim
to change traditional
arrangements between
the Union territory and
Punjab and Haryana.
The Centre's move on
Chandigarh has raised
the hackles of various
parties in Punjab, with
Aam Aadmi Party na-
tional convener Arvind
Kejriwal terming it as a
"direct attack” on Pun-
jab's identity and consti-
tutional rights.

The row erupted over
a bulletin of Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha which
showed that the Centre
has proposed to include
the Union territory of
Chandigarh under the
ambit of Article 240 of

the Constitution, em-
powering the president
to make regulations for
the UT and legislate di-
rectly.

This could pave the
way for the appoint-
ment of an independent

Rahul named captain for SA ODIs;
Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma included

New Delhi

enior batter K L Ra-
Shul was on Sunday

named India's cap-
tain for the upcoming
three-match ODI series
against South Africa,
while veteran all-round-
er Ravindra Jadeja re-
turned to the white-ball
set-up after an eight-

month hiatus.
Rahul was handed the
reins of the team after

regular skipper Shubman
Gill was ruled out of the
series due to a neck inju-
ry that he sustained dur-
ing the first Test against
South Africa in Kolkata.

Rahul has been given
the captaincy with the
short-term goal of the
South Africa series in
mind. Agency

administrator in Chan-
digarh, similar to when
it had an independent
chief secretary in the
past.

With the development
triggering a  political
storm in Punjab, the
Union home ministry
said no final decision
has been taken on the
proposal to "simplify
law-making" in Chan-
digarh, asserting that it
does not aim to change
traditional arrange-
ments between the Un-
ion territory and Punjab
and Haryana.

Chandigarh is the
joint capital of Punjab
and Haryana.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

New Delhi
s speculation
around the chief
ninister change in
Karnataka refuses to die
down, Congress presi-
dent Mal]ll\ar_] un Kharge
on Sunday said that the
party high command
will decide whatever it
is, and he has nothing to

Sdy now.

The All India Congress

angladesh’s inter-
im  government

South Africa in pole fpi=
position after Muthusamy
ton, Jansen 93
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Bangladesh
reaches out
to India to

extradite Hasina
Dhaka

has sent an "of-
ficial letter" to India
seeking the extradition
of deposed prime min-
ister Sheikh  Hasina
after a special tribunal
sentenced her to death,
a senior adviser said on
Sunday.

"The letter was sent the
day before yesterday,"
Foreign Affairs Advis-
er Md Touhid Hossain
was quoted as saying by
the state-run BSS news
agency.

He, however, did not
provide further details.

Citing an official source
at the foreign ministry,
the agency said that the
note verbal (official dip-
lomatic letter) was sent
through the Bangladesh
High Commission in
New Delhi. Agency

Committee chief stated
this, a day after his more
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'Borders not permanent,
Sindh may return to
Indla Ra]nath Singh

New Delhi

indh region, known
as the homeland of

the Sindhi people,
has been a significant
part of India's civilisa-
tion and was also the
centre of the Indus Val-
ley Civilisation. The re-
gion became part of Pa-
kistan with the partition
in 1947.

Addressing the Sindhi
Samaj Sammelan Pro-
gram in Delhi, Rajnath
Singh said, "This is Ad-
vani's quote. Today, the

than an hour long meet-
ing with chief minister
Siddaramaiah here.

"I have nothing to say
about the developments
that have happened. So
you (media) standing
here is a waste of your
time and I too feel bad.
Whatever it is, the high
command will do it.
There is no need for you
to worry more about it,"

HIGHLIGHT

W Defence Minister Ra-

jnath Singh on Sunday
recalled a remark by
former Deputy Prime
Minister Lal Krishna Ad-
vani, saying the borders
are not permanent and
that "who knows, to-
morrow Sindh may re-
turn to India again."

land of Sindh may not
be a part of India, but
civilisationally, ~ Sindh
will always be a part of
India. And as far as land
is concerned, borders
can change. Who knows,
tomorrow Sindh may re-
turn to India again."

Rajnath Singh also

highlighted the cultural
significance of the region
in Indian civilisation.

Agency
High command will decide: Kharge on Karnataka CM change

Kharge told reporters
outside his residence in

Bengaluru.

The power tussle
within the ruling party
has intensified, amid

speculations about chief
minister change in the
state, after the Congress
government reached the
halfway mark of its five-
year term on November
20. Agency
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No plan to
bring Bill

on Chandigarh:
Centre

CCONTD FROM PAGE-1

"The proposal only to
simplify the central gov-
ernment's  law-making
process for the Union
territory of Chandigarh
is still under consider-
ation with the central
government. No final de-
cision has been taken on
this proposal,” a home
ministry spokesperson
said in a statement.

Allaying concerns
raised by political lead-
ers in Punjab regarding
the proposal, the min-
istry said the proposal
in no way seeks to alter
Chandigarh's  govern-
ance or administrative
structure, nor does it
aim to change “tradi-
tional arrangements be-
tween Chandigarh and
the states of Punjab or
Haryana".

"A suitable decision
will be taken only after
adequate consultations
with all stakeholders,
keeping in mind the in-
terests of Chandigarh.
There is no need for any
concern on this matter.
The central government
has no intention of in-
troducing any Bill to this
effect in the upcoming
Winter session of Parlia-
ment," it said.

The move had sparked
outrage in Punjab, with
the ruling AAP, Con-
gress, and Shiromani
Akali Dal criticising the
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty-led Centre, accusing
the government of at-

tempting "snatch”
Chandigarh from Pun-
jab.

Kejriwal ~ vehement-

ly opposed the Centre's
proposed move, calling
it a "direct attack” on
Punjab's identity and
constitutional rights.

"The BJP-led central
government's  attempt
to eliminate Punjab's
rights over Chandigarh
through  constitution-
al amendment is not
part of a simple move,
but a direct attack on
Punjab's identity and
constitutional  rights.
This mentality of un-
dermining the federal
structure and depriving
Punjabis of their rights
is extremely danger-
ous," Kejriwal said in a
post on X.

"Punjab, which has
always sacrificed for the
nation's security, food,
water, and humanity,
is today being deprived
of its own share. This is
not just an administra-
tive decision, but akin
to wounding the soul of
Punjab.

| TOPSTORY, DeLti, Monoay 24, Novemeer 2025 |

SIR not reform but imposed oppression:
Cong after death of some booth-level officers

——

New Delhi

he Congress on
I Sunday targeted
the BJP over the
death of some booth-lev-
el officers engaged in the
special intensive revi-
sion of electoral rolls in
various states, terming
the exercise an "im-
posed oppression” and
a "deliberate ploy under
which citizens are being

harassed".

The deaths of
booth-level officers
(BLOs) due to unneces-
sary pressure are being
ignored as “collateral
damage", the opposition
party alleged.

Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi alleged that
chaos has been "created"
across the country in the
name of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.

"The result? Sixteen
BLOs have lost their
lives in three weeks.
Heart attacks, stress,
suicide -- SIR is not a
reform, it is an imposed
oppression," he said in a
post in Hindi on X.

The Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha

further said the Election
Commission of India
has created a system
where citizens have to
sift through thousands
of scanned pages of
22-year-old voter lists to
find their names.

"The objective is clear:
to tire out genuine vot-
ers and allow voter fraud
to continue unabated,"
he alleged.

India develops cut-
ting-edge software for
the world, but the Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia is still adamant on
creating a jungle of pa-
perwork, Gandhi said.

"If the intentions were
clear, the list would be
digital, searchable, and
machine-readable, and
the ECI would have
taken its time to focus
on transparency and
accountability  instead
of rushing through the
work in a 30-day hur-
ry," the former Congress
chief claimed.

"SIR is a deliberate
ploy under which citi-
zens are being harassed
and deaths of BLOs due
to unnecessary pressure
are being ignored as 'col-

lateral damage'," Gandhi
said, adding, "This is not
a failure, it is a conspir-
acy; democracy is be-
ing sacrificed to protect
power."

Congress  president
Mallikarjun Kharge also
slammed the BJP over
the issue and claimed
the "hasty" implemen-
tation of the SIR exer-
cise is reminiscent of
demonetisation and the

AIKYAM Finale Lights Up Ajanta-Ellora
with a Global Salute to UN at 80

Chhatrapati

Sambhajinagar
AIKYAM 2025, the
three-day cultural cel-
ebration  hosted by
Sopaan, concluded today
at the UNESCO World
Heritage Sites of Ajanta
and Ellora with a vibrant
tribute to the 8oth an-
niversary of the United
Nations. Set against the
dramatic backdrop of
the rock-cut caves, the
festival brought togeth-
er artists, historians,
diplomats and cultural
leaders from around the
world for an immersive
blend of heritage, per-
formance and global di-
alogue.

The event drew sen-
ior representatives from
UNESCO, Maharashtra
Tourism and the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of
Chhatrapati ~ Sambha-
jinagar, along with dip-
lomats from more than
30 countries. Among
those present were Ma-
harashtra Tourism Prin-
cipal Secretary Sanjay
Khandare, UNESCO
India Director Dr. Tim-
othy Curtis and Munic-
ipal Commissioner G.
Sreekanth. High Com-
missioners  from the

United Kingdom and
New Zealand, and the
Ambassadors of France,
China, Belgium, the
Netherlands,  Sweden,
Switzerland, Spain and
Thailand were also in at-
tendance, underscoring
AIKYAM's message of
international unity and
responsible cultural en-
gagement.

Khandare said Maha-
rashtra is positioning
itself as a leading glob-
al cultural destination,
with Ajanta and Ellora
at the heart of that vi-
sion. He described Al-
KYAM as a reminder of

the state’s long tradition
of connecting faiths and
nurturing  artistic  ex-
change while reflecting
the spirit of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam. Sopaan
Co-Founder  Siddhaant
Mohta said the festi-
val was designed as a
transformative cultural
experience that brings
heritage, performance
and dialogue together
to strengthen global un-
derstanding. He called
AIKYAM a confluence
of art, culture and spirit-
uality aligned with the
UN's founding ideals.

As night fell at the Kai-

Bihar Day Celebrated at International Trade Fair with
Vibrant Pavilion Exhibits and Cultural Programmes

New Delhi

Bihar Day was celebrat-
ed today at the Inter-
national Trade Fair at
Bharat Mandapam, New
Delhi. The Industry De-
partment of the Gov-
ernment of Bihar and
the Bihar Information
Centre jointly organised
a press conference and
a cultural programme at
Amphitheatre-1, where
folk artists from Bihar
performed traditional
songs, music, and danc-
es to entertain visitors.

Shri Kundan Kumar
(IAS), Resident Com-
missioner and Invest-
ment C issioner of

hiehlie}

d that the Bi-

the Government of Bi-
har and Managing Di-
rector of BIADA, along
with Anil Kumar, Joint
Secretary of the Industry
Department, briefed the
media on the state’s in-
dustrial and investment
initiatives. Ved Vriti, As-
sistant Director of the
Bihar Information Cen-
tre, moderated the press
conference, while senior
officials, including Pa-
vilion Director Sanjay
Kumar Singh, attended
the event.

Shri Kundan Kumar

har Pavilion at the 44th
International Trade Fair
reflects this year's theme,
Ek Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat, and showcases
the state’s cultural her-
itage and development
achievements.  Bihar's
folk artisans designed
the pavilion, which fea-
tures replicas of the pro-
posed Sita Mata Temple
at Punaura Dham, the
Pawapuri Temple, the
Mahabodhi Temple, and
cultural motifs such as
Rajgir's Peace Pagoda
and Patna Metro. The

central hall includes an
exhibit inspired by the
Bihar Museum, attract-
ing significant visitor at-
tention.

Inviting investors to
explore opportunities in
Bihar, Shri Kumar said
that the Bihar Industrial
Investment Policy 2025
offers some of India’s
most attractive incen-
tives. He explained that
investors  committing
%100 crore and creating
1,000 jobs will receive 10
acres of land for a token
amount of 1, invest-
ments of 1,000 crore

will receive 25 acres of
free land, and Fortune
500 companies invest-
ing 200 crore will be
allotted 10 acres of land.
He added that Bihar
also offers competitive
subsidies, including
GST-linked incentives,
positioning the state as
a promising destination
for industrial and urban
development.

The Bihar Pavilion fea-
tures 65 stalls represent-
ing handloom, handi-
crafts, the Bihar Khadi
Board, JEEViKA, BIA-
DA, the Tourism Depart-
ment, and private enter-
prises. It includes stalls
from JEEViKA women'’s
groups, Amrapali Empo-
rium, Sudha Dairy, and
displays of rice varieties
such as Katerni, Swarn
Mansoori, and Sonam,
along with other arti-
sanal products. Live folk
performances  engage
visitors, while the food
court, “Didi Ki Rasoi,”
operated by JEEViKA
self-help groups, serves
traditional Bihari cui-
sine. The pavilion high-
lights women’s contri-
butions in line with this
year’s theme.

COVID-19 lockdown.

He said the BJP's
"vote chori" has now tak-
en a deadly turn.

On X, Kharge shared
a media report which
claimed that in 19 days,
there have been deaths
of 16 BLOs during the
SIR of the electoral rolls.
The workload is forc-
ing BLOs and polling
officers to commit sui-
cide, the Congress chief

claimed.

"My deepest condo-
lences to every family
who has lost a loved one.
Based on ground reality,
this number is far high-
er than reported, which
is extremely worrying.
Who will provide -
tice to these families?
Kharge posed in his X
post in Hindi.

"The BJP is busy en-
joying the fruits of sto-
len power, while the

Election  Commission
is watching as a mute
spectator. The hasty,

unplanned, forced im-
plementation of SIR is
reminiscent of demon-
etization and the COV-
ID-19 lockdown," he
charged.

The BJP's hunger for
power is driving insti-
tutions to force suicides,
shredding the Constitu-
tion, and weakening de-
mocracy through misuse
of power, he alleged.

"Enough is enough!
If we still don't wake
up, no one can save the
last pillars of democ-
racy from collapsing.
Those who remain silent
on SIR and vote theft

are responsible for the
deaths of these inno-
cent BLOs. Raise your
voice, save democracy!"
Kharge said.

A woman working as
a Booth Level Officer
(BLO) in West Bengal's
Nadia district was found
hanging at her residence
on Saturday, with her
family members claiming
that she was under con-
siderable SIR work-re-
lated stress and died by
suicide, police said.

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
expressed shock over the
BLO's death and said
this has become “truly
alarming now".

In a "suicide note"
shared by the chief min-
ister on social media, the
woman held the ECT re-
sponsible.

Senior BJP leader
Rahul Sinha, however,
claimed that the suicide
note was 'fake’.

Also, two teachers
who worked as BLOs
for the SIR exercise died
of "illness" in Raisen
and Damoh districts
of Madhya Pradesh on
Friday.

Crystal Fortress: A Wake-Up
Call, Not Just a Victory

Mitali Chandola

NewDelhi
The recent bust of a
massive  trans-nation-
al  methamphetamine
network under Opera-
tion Crystal Fortress is
being celebrated as a
landmark achievement
— and rightly so. The
joint operation by the
Narcotics Control Bu-
reau (NCB) and Delhi
Police, which led to the
seizure of 328 kilograms
of high-grade metham-
phetamine worth %262
crore from a house in
Delhi’s Chhatarpur, is
among the capital's
largest-ever captures of
synthetic drugs. Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah hailed the effort,
calling it a reflection of
the government's accel-
erated dismantling of
drug syndicates and a
step toward Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's
vision of a drug-free In-
dia.

But beyond the num-
bers and the applause
lies a deeper narrative
— one that warrants
serutiny, continuity, and
urgency. The seizure is

not merely a policing
milestone; it is a mirror
reflecting an uncomfort-
able reality: India is no
longer just a consumer
territory. It is a logistics
hub in a growing global
narco economy.
Synthetic drugs are
the new currency of

communication, inter-
national networks — this
is organised crime with
supply chains.

Operation Crystal For-
tress must not become
another headline that
fades once applause
ends. It must become a
template — not an ex-

trans-national  crime  ception.

networks. Unlike opi- The government’s
um-based  substances, “top-to-bottom and bot-
methamphetnmme can  tom- to top #trateg) is
be red any- as is the em-
where, sﬂenﬂ), with- phasls on multi-agency
out fields, seasons, or coordination. Howev-

harvest. It thrives in
apartments, warehouse
basements, and rent-
ed farmhouses. The
Chhatarpur ~ safehouse
wasn't an aberration — it
‘was a symptom.

The arrest of two in-
dividuals, including a
woman from Nagaland,
and the identification
of an overseas kingpin
linked to a previous 82.5
kg cocaine case, reveal
a critical truth: India’s
narcotics challenge is no
longer street-level ped-
dling but corporate-level
operational  sophistica-
tion. Couriers, layered
handlers, encrypted

er, enforcement alone
cannot win this war.
Demand reduction, so-
cial intelligence, citizen
reporting, and rehabili-
tation must become par-
allel priorities. The ex-
istence of helplines like
MANAS (1933) is a start
— but awareness must
match enforcement.

India stands at an in-
flection point. Tither
we build stronger in-
stitutions, sharper in-
telligence, and resilient
communities—or  we
surrender urban sky-
lines and border dis-
triets to a silent chemi-
cal invasion.

One World One Family Mission
celebrated the 100th birth anniversary
of Bhagwan Sri Sathya Sai Baba

New Delhi
The One World One
Family Mission cele-

brated the 100th birth
anniversary of Bhaga-
wan Sri Sathya Sai Baba
with the One World One
Family World Cultural
Festival 2025, held from
August 16 to November
23, 2025, in Sathya Sai
Grama.

This unique festival
united 100 countries,
showcasing diverse cul-
tural expressions through
music, art, dance, and
community service.

The festival honored
100 humanitarians, over
140 corporate organiza-
tions, and more than 45
global leaders in various
fields for their contribu-
tions to social upliftment
and service.

The Mission launched
several significant initi-
atives in nutrition, edu-
cation, and healthcare,
reflecting Bhagawan Ba-
ba’s message of “Love All,
Serve All. ” Key achieve-
ments included the ded-
ication of 126 primary
healthcare centers and

the upcoming

hu-

sized, highlighting

tion of the world's larg-
est free private 600-bed
hospital, aimed at mak-
ing healthcare accessible
to everyone. The festival
concluded with a grand
musical  performance
featuring 450 musicians
from 60 acountries, a
large choir, and mem-
bers of India's Sai Sym-
phony Orchestra.
Throughout the festi-
val, the theme of Vasud-
haiva Kutumbakam,
meaning the world is
one family, was empha-

manity's unity. Notable
spiritual leaders shared
wisdom and reinforced
the belief that “Unity is
Divinity,” and “Purity
is Enlightenment. " The
festival also recognized
impactful leaders and
changemakers from
technology, science, and
social enterprises who
strive to improve the
world. Notable awardees
included prominent
figures such as Sri R C
Bhargava and Dr. Sudhir
P Srivastava.

Dalai Lama

in 'very good'
health making
China 'restless'
Tibetan leader

Lucknow

The health of the Da-
lai Lama, who turned
90 this July, continues
to be "very good", Pen-
pa Tsering, the leader
of the Central Tibetan
Administration, said on
Sunday, adding that the
spiritual leader's longev-
ity was making China
"restless".

"They (Chinese) are
waiting for the present
Dalai Lama to die. But
the Dalai Lama keeps
saying that he would live
another 20 years, maybe
till 130 years. His health
is very good. So I keep
saying that let us see if
Communism  outlives
the Dalai Lama or he
outlives Communism,"”
Tsering said shortly af-
ter his arrival in Luc-
know on a two-day visit.

Timed around his
goth birthday celebra-
tions in Dharamsala, a
major hub for the Tibet-
an diaspora and culture
in Himachal Pradesh,
the 14th Dalai Lama had
put speculation to rest
by announcing that he
will have a successor,
though he didn't make
it clear if that would be
through reincarnation
or emanation.

According to popular
Tibetan belief, Dalai La-
mas are "reincarnated”
after death.

Advt Contact:
9818-199941

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the informatian
public that my client
Peter Wifee of Sh Late Goodson
Peter Presently £ o
Rajpur Road, Civi
Delhi-110086, have
and disinherited his son Mr. Sahaj
peter in all manners being disloyal
and disobedient towards them. He
shall have no right, claim, interest
or concem over all moveable and
immovable properties of my client
in any manner whatsoever. My client
shall not be held responsible for of
his acts or deeds in any manner

disowned

whalsoever
Rahul Kumar

Advocate

Ch. No. 729(A), Lawyer's
Chambers Western Wing,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54
Mobile No. 9910929435

| PUBLICNOTICE | NOTICE

MY CLIENTS KRISE
JAMNA DAS, AND S
W/O KRISHAN LAL Rio H. N0,
87-B, PITAMPURA,
NORTH WEST DELHI-110034,
DELHLhave sover all relations
and debar, disowned their son
“NEERAJ ARORA and his wife
SMT. KAMNA ARORA and their
daughter ALISHA ARORA™ from
all their movable and immovable
properties due to disobedience and
out of control and presently not
residing with us. My clients will
not be held responsible for their any
acts/deeds in future.

085,
8510007525

DELI
Mobile No. :

I’llBlIG NOTICE

BABLI
purchasing
area measuring 50 Sq
Khasra No. 61
Garden,

inal Sale Deed dated 30 111991
as Doc No. 5268 & Notanzed ATS
& Will dated 09.09 2009 in respect
of above mentioned property has
been Lost and our client intending
to purchase above said pmpem
and same is intend Lo mort;
same against the financial assistance
from Hindujs Housing Finance Ltd
(HHFL) To comply the requirements
of BANK/NBFC, we give this
public notice that if any persan(s)
having any objection regarding
ownership and/ or creating mortgage
of the said property isiare herehy
requested 1o intimate in writing to
the undersigned within 07 days at
below address

Vinayak Law Associates
Advocate & Consultants
Office Address: - 11-A, Second
" Road, Katori Mill,
Mohan Nagar Ghaziabad,
UP (Pin-201007)

Mobile No. 8287791054
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RTI review
meeting held

State formation
Commissioner Rakesh
Kumar held a review
meeting on Sunday re-
garding the effective
implementation of the
Right to Information
Act 2005 in various
departments of the
Gautam Buddha Nagar
district.

In the meeting held
in the auditorium of
Gautam Buddha Uni-
versity, the State Infor-
mation Commissioner
said that disposal of
the RTI cases is the
primary responsibility
of all departments. Do
not delay in providing
the information sought
under the Right to In-
formation Act.

He directed that ac-
tion should be taken on
priority basis in cases
related to the poor and
the oppressed class so
that their problems can
be resolved. He said
that if any application
is related to any oth-
er department, then it
should be transferred
to the  department
concerned within five
days and the applicant
should also be provided
with its information.

The officials  con-
cerned from the de-
partments like police,
revenue, education, ex-
cise, irrigation, electric-
ity to name a few were
present in the meeting.

Sports park
to be built
at Jewar

|, Noida:

The groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the
“Khelo Yuva Sports
Park” was held at Go-
palgarh village , Jewar
here on Sunday. This
village lies adjacent
to the Aligarh district
and Haryana border.

Jewar MLA Dhiren-
dra Singh attended the
function as the chief
guest. He stated that
this sports park, built
at a cost of approxi-
mately Rs 2 crore, will
play a key role in ex-
panding sports facil-
ities in the area and
provide modern amen-
ities to the youth.

A large number of
villagers and women
participated in the
aforesaid event. MLA
Singh informed that
the project has been
approved by the Dis-
trict Mineral Trust and
its construction will be
carried out by the Pub-
lic Works Department.
He stated that the
government’s aim is to
provide high-quality
sports facilities in ru-
ral areas.

He further said that
sports provide per-
sonality development,
discipline, self-confi-
dence, and opportu-
nities for national ad-
vancement. The sports
park to be built at Go-
palgarh will inject new
energy and direction
into the youth and
women of the region.

The villagers ex-
pressed hope that the
construction of this
sports park would pro-
vide better opportu-
nities to hone the re-
gion’s sporting talent.
They believe that this
would give the village
a new identity in the
sports world.
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CM Gupta appeals for overwhelming

support to

Staff Reporter
New Delhi:

hief Minister
Rekha Gupta
on Sunday cam-

paigned extensively in
various wards for the
Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration by-elections, urg-
ing voters to support the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

She highlighted the
achievements of her
government over the
past eight months, em-
phasizing the focus on
improving residents’
lives and daily conven-
ience through develop-
ment initiatives.

During her campaign,
the Chief Minister held
public meetings and in-
teracted with residents
in several wards, includ-
ing Ashok Vihar, Dwar-
ka-B, Greater Kailash, Vi-
nod Nagar, Naraina, and
Sangam Vihar-A.

She called for strong
support for BJP candi-
dates and was joined by
various party leaders, lo-
cal dignitaries, and many
residents.

In her addresses, Gup-
ta outlined key govern-

ment accomplishments,
particularly in healthcare,
with the rollout of the Ay-
ushman Bharat scheme
providing significant free

BJP in

W

W

treatment for eligible res-
idents.

She also discussed
efforts to enhance the
business environment by

60 BLOs, 7 supervisors booked for ‘negligence’

e
Noida:
The Gautam Buddha Na-
gar district administra-
tion has taken major ac-
tion against negligence
during the Special Revi-
sion (SIR) of the voters’
as FIRs have been filed
against 60 booth-level
officers (BLOs) and sev-
en supervisors in the
district under section 32
of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950.
Under the directives
of the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI),
a special intensive revi-
sion programme of elec-
toral rolls of assembly
constituencies is being
carried out in the district
under the leadership
of district magistrate/
district election officer
Medha Rupam from No-
vember 4, 2025 to De-

cember 4, 2025. Instruc-
tions were given to take
strict action in case of
negligence in this work.
In this connection, the
sub-district magistrate,
Sadar/electoral ~ regis-
tration officer lodged
an FIR at Ecotech One,
Greater Noida police
station against 32 BLOs
and 1 supervisor for neg-
ligence, indifference and
disobeying the orders
of higher officials con-
cerned in the revision
work in the assembly
constituency 62-Dadri.
The sub-district mag-
istrate,  Dadri/elector-
al registration officer
lodged an FIR at Dadri
police station against 11
BLOs and six supervi-
sors for negligence and
disobeying the instruc-
tions of higher officials

1
concerned in the spe-
cial revision work in the
assembly constituency
61-Noida.

At the same time, the
sub-district magistrate
Jewar/electoral  regis-
tration officer lodged
an FIR at Jewar police
station against a total
of 17 BLOs for not doing
the revision work, be-
ing negligent and diso-
beying the instructions
of higher officials con-
cerned under the assem-
bly constituency 63.

The Gautam Buddha
Nagar  district admin-
istration has made it
clear that any kind of
negligence in the special

ion work of the vot-
er list would not be tol-
erated and strict action
would be taken against
the culprits.

addressing issues like ris-
ing school fees and noted
ongoing  infrastructure
improvements, such as

better roads, street light-

NCB Special Cell seizes 328 Kg
Meth in Chhatarpur Bust

New Delhi:

The Narcotics Control
Bureau and the Special
Cell of Delhi Police have
busted a transnation-
al  methamphetamine
cartel with the recovery
of 328 kg of the contra-
band, worth around Rs
262 crore, from a house
in Delhi’s Chhatarpur, a
government  statement
issued on Sunday said.

The crackdown,
named “Operation Crys-
tal Fortress™ -- a coordi-
nated intelligence-based
operation targeting
high-volume  synthetic
drug networks -- result-
ed in the arrest of two
individuals, including a
woman from Nagaland,
on November 20, the
Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MIIA) statement
said.

Stated to be one of
the biggest recoveries
of the illicit substance
in the national capi-
tal, the massive cache
of high-quality meth-
amphetamine was un-
earthed at the residence
of the Nagaland-native
woman in south Delhi’s
Chhatarpur, and she
was arrested with the
support of Nagaland po-
lice, the ministry said.

Union Iome Minister

Delhi Speaker Gupta Leads Key Meet
Ahead of 75th Constitution Day

Staff Reporter

New Delhi:
The Delhi Legislative
Assembly is making de-
tailed preparations for
the 75th Constitution
Day Celebrations, to
take place on 26 Novem-
ber 2025.

Speaker Vijender Gup-
ta chaired a high-level
meeting with senior of-
ficials from Delhi Po-
lice, Public Works De-

partment, Horticulture
Department, and the
Assembly  Secretariat

to review the arrange-
ments. The event will
honor the adoption of
the Indian Constitution
by the Constituent As-
sembly on 26 November
1949.
A key feature of the
celebration will be the
unveiling of a Coffee Ta-
ble Book by Hon'ble Vice
President of India, Shri
C. P. Radhakrishnan.
This book commem-
orates 100 years since
Shri  Vithalbhai Patel
became the first Indian

elected Speaker of the
Central Legislative As-
sembly on 24 August
1925. Shri  Radhakr-
ishnan will attend the
event as Chief Guest,
alongside Lt. Governor
Shri Vinai Kumar Sax-
ena and Chief Minister
Smt. Rekha Gupta as
Guests of Honour.

Other notable attend-
ees include Ilon'ble
Deputy Speaker Mohan
Singh Bisht, Delhi Cab-
inet Minister Parvesh
Sahib Singh, and Chief
Secretary Rajeev Verma.

The program will be led
by Hon'ble Speaker Vi-
jender Gupta.

In addition, a
three-minute short film
prepared by the Gov-
ernment of India will
be shown during the
observance.

The Coffee Table
Book features rare
photos, important
documents,  selected
excerpts from speech-
es by Shri Patel, and
highlights from the All
India Speakers’ Confer-
ence.

It reflects on India’s
legislative history and
the modern Parliament,
serving as a tribute to
Shri Patel's legacy and
India’s democratic jour-
ney.

The Speaker empha-
sized the significance of
Constitution Day and in-
structed all departments
to ensure a well-coor-
dinated and dignified
event. With prepara-
tions almost finished,
the Delhi Legislative As-
sembly is set for a mem-
orable celebration.

MCD by-elections

CMRekha Gupta Urges
Voters to Support the

Lotus,  Highlighting
Eight Months of
Her  Government’s

Development Work.

ing, sanitation, and pub-
lic space beautification.

At events in Wazirpur,
Dwarka, and Sangam Vi-
har, the Chief Minister
recognized the essential
role of party workers
and Panna Pramukhs,
describing them as cru-
cial to the campaign’s
success. She encouraged
them to ensure that de-
velopment efforts reach
every household.

Observing strong pub-
lic turnout and enthu-
siasm, Gupta expressed
confidence in a BJP victo-
ry in the elections, saying
the support from resi-
dents indicates positive
outcomes.

She specifically urged
voters to choose several
named candidates from
various wards to continue
the government’s devel-
opment journey effec-
tively.

Amit Shah has congrat-
ulated the joint team of
the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) and Del-
hi Police for busting the
transnational metham-
phetamine cartel and
recovering drugs worth
Rs 262 crore.
In a post on X, Shah
said, “Our government
is shattering drug car-
tels at unprecedented
pace. Fiercely pursu-
ing the top-to-bottom
and bottom-to-top ap-
proach in the investiga-
tion of drugs, a break-
through was achieved
by seizing 328 kg of
methamphetamine
worth Rs 262 crore in
New Delhi and arrest-
ing two.”

He hailed the opera-
tion as a “brilliant ex-

Petrol-diesel delivery vehicles
banned in Noida, GreNo

Noida:
Petrol-diesel deliv-
ery vehicles have been
banned in Noida in a
decision made regard-
ing delivery services in
Noida and Greater Noi-
da.

The Commission for
Air Quality Management
(CAQM) has ordered
that starting January 1,
2026, no e-commerce
or online delivery com-
pany will be able to use
petrol or diesel-pow-
ered vehicles. After this,
all delivery vehicles will
be CNG or electric only.

Under this decision,
all vehicles, including
delivery bikes, scooters,
autos, and light four-
wheel drive vehicles light

commercial vehicle/
light goods vehicle (LCV/
LGV), wi mandat-

ed to convert to CNG or
electric. This move will
directly impact e-com-
merce companies like
Swiggy, Zomato, Ama-
zon, Flipkart, and Blinkit,
and their delivery part-
ners.

To effectively imple-
ment this order, an im-
portant meeting was held
on Sunday at the ARTO
office in sector 32, Noida.
The meeting was chaired
by ARTO (Administra-

ample of seamless mul-
ti-agency coordination”,
that would help realise
the vision of a drug-free

“This decisive action
is the culmination of a
relentless pursuit over
last few months based
on intelligence and tech-
nical intercepts uncov-
ering a well-organised
trafficking chain, even-
tually leading to this ma-
jor breakthrough,” the
MHA statement said.

It said other oper-
atives have also been
identified, including
the kingpin operating
from abroad, who is also
wanted in a case related
to the recovery of 82.5
kg of high-grade cocaine
by the NCB last year, in
Delhi.

The Commission
for Air Quality
Management (CAQM)
has ordered that

starting January 1,
2026, no e-commerce
or online delivery
company will be able
to use petrol or diesel-

anered vehicles. I

tion) Nand Kumar, and
ARTO Vinay Kumar Sin-
gh was also present. Rep-
resentatives from various
companies involved in
online delivery services
also participated.

The officials concerned
clarified that from 2026,
only CNG or electric ve-
hicles will be valid for de-
livery services. Therefore,
companies and delivery
partners should begin
the necessary prepara-
tions now to avoid any
future inconveniences,

This decision was taken
with the aim of improv-
ing the city's air quality
and reducing pollution
levels. As a result of this
initiative, the landscape
of delivery services in
Noida will change and
soon, only clean-fuelled
vehicles will be seen ply-
ing the roads.

DPCC expresses
concern over
vote theft in
Ashok Vihar ward

Staff Reporter
____New Delhi:
Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee  president
Devender Yadav has
written a letter to com-
missioner of Delhi state
election  commission
Vijay Dev expressing
concern over the vote
theft in Ashok Vihar
ward.

Yadav asserted that
such deliberate vote
theft should be cor-
rected in all the wards
of the corporation
by-elections with im-
mediate effect from the
election  disqualifica-
tion, otherwise we will
be forced to take to the
streets to protect the
rights of the voters.

In the letter, Yadav
said that the photo-
graph of the same per-
son in ward No. 65 ,
Ashok Vihar Ward has
been put up 91 times
in booth No. 13, Wa-
zirpur Industrial Area.
Most of the workers
live in this area, which
simply means that the
right to vote of 9o la-
bour voters will be tak-
en away under a con-
spiracy, which is not
only illegal but also
against democratic be-
iefs.

Jackals escape Delhi zoo 1
herded back probe launched

New Delhi:

Delhi zoo authorities
launched a search op-
eration to locate a few
jackals who may have
escaped from their en-
closures into the for-
ested belt behind the
animal exhibits, officials
said on Sunday.

Three to four jack-
als were spotted in the
bushy forested area on
Saturday morning near
the off-display jackal
holding zone close to
Azimganj Sarai in Beat
No. 10 of the National
Zoological Park, they
said.

One jackal was suc-
cessfully herded back
into the enclosure on
Sunday morning, while
teams continued efforts
to locate and bring in
the remaining animals,
they said.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Delhi
200 administration, the
trap cages were placed,
and staff were deployed

to guide the animals

back to the holding

"

enclosure.

A tranquillisation
team also remains on
standby, they added.

One official said the
Jjackals slipped out from
the rear side of the en-
closure, which opens
into a dense forest patch
forming the zoo’s outer
boundary. This ensured
there was no threat to
visitors, who remained
unaware of the situation.

The animals are sus-
pected to have taken
advantage of a gap in
the fencing at the back
of the enclosure. Zoo

teams have been de-
ployed across the for-
ested area to locate and
secure them, he said.
Zoo authorities for-
mally confirmed the in-
cident on Sunday.

The Joint Director of
the National Zoological
Park has been asked to
conduct an inquiry into
the incident and submit
a report, the statement
said. The section where
the breach occurred is
now being examined to
determine how the an-
imals managed to get
through.




OPINION

ndia took a decisive leap on 21 November 2025,
one that has been delayed for over seven dec-
ades. With the rollout of the four new Labour
Codes, the Modi Government has finally swept
away the tangled web of 29 outdated, coloni-
al-era laws written in the 1930s to 1950s. Those laws
belonged to a different India; not the world’s =
est-growing major economy aspiring to become Vik-
sit Bharat by 2047. In one stroke, that old system has
been replaced with a modern, unified, pro-worker,
pro-industry framework designed for ambition, mo-
bility and dignity. As the Prime Minister often says,
“Naye Bharat ka shramik majboor nahi, majboot hai.”
For the first time, India’s labour landscape speaks
one language. Wages now have one national defini-
tion, ending decades of confusion that let arbitrary
payments and exploitation thrive. This change is a
historic reform carried out under the Code on Wag-
es, 2019, which unified four earlier wage-related laws
and established a clear, uniform wage framework for
the entire country. Minimum wages apply to every
worker across sectors, overtime must be paid at dou-
ble rates, and gender discrimination is illegal: full
stop. Even transgender workers stand protected in
law. This is the kind of transparent, just framework
that workers in the Indian economy deserve. And
this, too, is where Modi's governance philosophy
comes alive: simple rules, fair outcomes, and a sys-
tem that treats every worker with respect.

The reforms go far deeper than the headline num-
bers. The Industrial Relations Code, 2020 makes
grievance redressal real: committees must have
women members, fixed-term employment now guar-
antees social security and gratuity without trapping
employers in outdated restrictions, and work-from-
home finally finds a place in Indian law. Digitalisa-
tion ensures fewer disputes and faster justice. Yeh hai
asli ease of living aur ease of doing business, working
together instead of working at odds.

But perhaps the most transformational change is
in the Social Security Code, 2020. India has become
one of the first nations to bring gig and platform
workers (delivery partners, cab drivers, app-based
freelancers) into the formal safety net. A dedicated
fund, mandatory contributions from aggregators,
universal social-security portability and expanded
family definitions for women employees reflect a wel-
fare architecture built for the 21st-century workforce.
When a gig worker delivering food at midnight gets
legal recognition and future protection, it signals a
country whose development model includes every-
one, not just the privileged few.
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Four New Labour Codes:
A Historic Reform that Empowers Every Worker

T

By Kapil Mishra

The gains of reforms are already visible in states
that moved early. Gujarat recorded 13.36% GSDP
growth between 2022-23 and 2023-24, with manu-
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Delhi Cabinet Minister (L&J]

facturing contributing an impressive 28-30%, well
above the national average. Andhra Pradesh’s re-
forms helped add 5.7 lakh organised manufacturing

jobs, the largest jump among all states. Uttar Pradesh
added 7.4 lakh workers in organised manufacturing
over last 5 years, Rajasthan saw a 13% surge in fe-
male workers after allowing women to work night
shifts, and Haryana’s unemployment rate fell sharply
from 9.3% to 3.4%. These are not abstract numbers;
they are evidence that when states embrace reforms,
rozgar badhta hai, nivesh aata hai, aur parivartan
zameen par dikhta hai.

Safety and dignity, long overlooked in Indian la-
bour laws, finally stand front and centre. The new
Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions
Code, 2020 ensures every establishment with ten or
more workers must meet modern safety standards,
migrant workers receive formal protection, women
can work in all sectors including night shifts with
proper safeguards, and mandatory health check-ups
and appointment letters become the norm. Even a
single worker involved in hazardous activity is now
covered. The days of “adjust kar lo” workplace cul-
ture are over; the law now recognises the inherent
dignity of labour.

Politically, this reform marks a clear contrast be-
tween PM Modi’s governance and decades of stag-
nation under the previous governments. For years,
successive governments promised labour reform but
hesitated. Complexities, pressure groups and iner-
tia ensured nothing changed. Modiji's government
has done what others only debated, aligning India’s
labour regime with global standards while keep-
ing workers at the centre. This positions the BJP as
the genuine champion of the working class: factory
floor workers, gig-economy youth, migrant families
women entering new sectors, and MSME employees
who have long lived in the shadows of informality.
Jo kaam dusron ne 70 saal tak nahi kiya, woh kaam
Maodi sarkar ne ek faisle se kar dikhaya.

In the end, these Labour Codes are more than ad-
ministrative reform. They are a shift in national char-
acter. For workers, they mean rights without hurdles.
For industry, compliance without harassment. For
India, they mean productivity, formality and growth,
aligned with the standards of nations we aim to com-
pete with, not trails we hope to follow. This is not just
an economic reform. It is a civilisational step toward
a New India where every worker stands taller, every
industry moves faster, and every aspiration finds a
fair chance.

Sunil Singh: The Indian-American Entrepreneur
Who Built a Pizza Empire in the United States

n the vast landscape of American entrepre-
neurship, where ambition meets opportunity,
few stories shine as brightly as that of Mr. Sunil
Singh, an Indian-origin businessman who has
risen to become one of the most prominent
Papa John’s franchise owners in the United States.
From humble beginnings to controlling dozens of
franchise outlets across the country, Singh’s journey
reflects the spirit of resilience, discipline, and com-
munity commitment that define remarkable immi-
grant success stories. This Friday, Mr. Singh celebrat-
ed his birthday in the United States in the presence of
his family, close friends, community members, and
long-time employees—a warm and meaningful occa-
sion that also served as a reminder of the extraordi-
nary path he has carved over the past two decades.

Sunil Singh arrived in the United States in the
mid-1990s with little more than determination and a
dream. Like many newcomers, he worked a series of
small jobs to survive—kitchen shifts, fast-food coun-
ters, long delivery routes, and other entry-level work
that demanded stamina and patience. These early
roles, though modest, became the building blocks of
his future. They taught him the practical fundamen-
tals of the restaurant business: punctuality, customer
service, operational discipline, people management,
and the importance of teamwork. He often says that
every job teaches something, and no work is ever
wasted. Those lessons stayed with him when he final-
ly found his true calling in the food and quick-service
restaurant industry.

After years of saving, observing, and learning, Sin-
gh made the bold decision in 2002 to purchase his
first Papa John’s franchise. This was not an easy step
for someone with limited capital, but it was a calcu-
lated leap backed by discipline, research, and un-
wavering confidence. The success of his first outlet
soon became the foundation for his expansion. Over
the next several years, he acquired more franchises
across multiple states, growing steadily and strate-
gically. His business philosophy was simple: grow
slowly but consistently, reinvest profits, avoid un-
necessary loans, train staff well, and maintain strict
quality standards. Today, he is counted among the
most successful Indian-origin franchise owners in
America, controlling dozens of Papa John's outlets
and additional businesses such as Tropical Smooth-
ie Café. His enterprises employ hundreds of people
and serve thousands of customers each day, making
him an important contributor to local economies and
a significant presence in the American food service
industry.

What makes Sunil Singh stand out is not just the
size of his business empire but the values he has in-
fused into it. He is known for his grounded nature,
humility, and people-first approach. For him, succe:
is not only about profits but also about relationships.
Many of his employees describe him as a leader who
respects everyone—whether a new trainee or a senior
manager. His emphasis on training, retention, and
internal growth has allowed many employees to rise
through the ranks. Several long-time workers now
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manage or supervise multiple outlets under his guid-
ance. Singh has also become an important figure in
the Indian-American community. He participates in
cultural events, supports local organizations, donates
food during emergencies, helps with charity drives,
and remains connected to diasporic causes. Wheth-
er it is contributing meals during community gath-
erings, supporting schools, or participating in relief
efforts for India during crises, his outreach has made
him a beloved figure both inside and outside the busi-
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ness world.

Operating a multi-state franchise business is a test
of discipline and efficiency. The quick-service restau-
rant industry demands precision, consistency, and
constant adaptation to new technologies and cus-
tomer expectations. Singh’s success comes from his
hands-on approach and his ability to implement uni-
form standards across all outlets. He focuses heavily
on staff training, technology upgrades, supply chain

efficiency, and customer satisfaction. As digital or-
dering systems and delivery apps reshape the food
industry, Singh has ensured that his outlets remain
ahead by investing in online platforms, efficient de-
livery systems, and quick, contactless customer ser-
vice. In an industry that faces tight labor markets,
inflation, and operational challenges, Singh’s ability
to maintain quality while expanding steadily is a tes-
tament to his leadership and resilience.

His birthday celebration last Friday reflected
everything that defines him. Rather than a grand,
extravagant display, it was a heartfelt gathering that
included his family, close friends, long-serving em-
ployees, and leaders from the Indian-American com-
munity. Those who attended spoke warmly about his
generosity, mentorship, discipline, and dedication
to the people around him. The day was marked not
just as a personal milestone but as a celebration of
a life that has uplifted many others. Singh himself
expressed gratitude to those who supported his jour-
ney—from family members who encouraged him to
employees who walked with him through every chal-
lenge.

For the younger generation of entrepreneurs, espe-
cially immigrants starting from scratch, Sunil Singh’s
Jjourney is a powerful source of inspiration. It demon-
strates that success is not determined by where one
begins but by how persistently one works toward a
goal. His story teaches important lessons: start small,
learn deeply, grow steadily, respect every role, rein-
vest wisely, avoid unnecessary debt, and stay con-
nected to community values. In a world where many
businesses rise and fall quickly, Singh’s model of
slow, steady, disciplined growth stands out as a sus-
tainable roadmap.

As he steps into a new year of life, Sunil Singh re-
mains as ambitious as ever. With changing consumer
trends, technological shifts, and new opportunities
emerging in the restaurant industry, he is poised
to expand further—perhaps by entering new states,
strengthening his portfolio, or mentoring more
young business aspirants. Yet, at the core of it all, his
story will continue to be about perseverance, integri-
ty, and gratitude.

Sunil Singh’s rise—from a young immigrant doing
odd jobs to a celebrated entrepreneur controlling a
major franchise network—embodies the best of the
immigrant dream. His life is not only a testament to
personal determination but an inspiring blueprint for
others who aspire to build something meaningful on
foreign soil. His journey is one of ambition, humili-
ty, and service, and as he celebrated his birthday this
Friday, those around him honored not just a success-
ful businessman but a man whose life continues to
inspire countless others across the United States and
beyond.
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Punjab govt
delivers 71
Crores for
Villages
Honoring Guru
Tegh Bahadur

Dhuri (Sangrur)
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Rajeshwar Singh steals the spotlight as
Honey Singh energises Lucknow

Mitali Chandola
Lucknow

at began as
a high-volt-
age  musical

Under efforts dedi

to the 350th martyrdom
day of the ninth Patshah
(Guru) Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Sin-
gh Mann has distributed
checks worth 71 crore
rupees for the develop-
ment of 142 villages and
cities in the state that re-
ceived the touch of Guru
Sahib Ji's feet.

Today at the check
distribution  ceremony
here, calling it a hum-
ble effort of the Punjab
government, the Chief
Minister said that these
efforts are very small
compared to Guru Sahib
Ji's martyrdom, great
life and philosophy, but
the Punjab government
is fulfilling its duty as
devotion and respect
towards Guru Sahib Ji.
He told that these grants
will be used for strength-
ening infrastructure,
facilities for the congre-
gation (sangat), beauti-
fication of paths leading
to the holy places and
other necessary devel-
opment works, so that
these villages and cities
can be equipped with
modern facilities. Bhag-
want Singh Mann said
that this effort is an im-
portant and historic step
in the direction of care
of Guru Sahib Ji's holy
places, their promotion
and better facilities for
the congregation.

In today’s program,
checks were handed
over to sarpanchs, coun-
cilors and other elected
people’s representatives
of villages and cities
from Malwa, Doaba and
Majha regions.

Mann'’s historic
Invite to Rivals
Shows Faith
Above Politics

Chandigarh
‘What Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann
has done for the 350th
martyrdom anniversary
celebration of Shri Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji is tru-
ly heart-winning. CM
Mann sent invitations
to all opposition leaders
himself and proved that
at the Guru’s feet, there
is only devotion, not pol-
ities.

Special invitations
were given to Shirom-
ani Akali Dal's Sukhbir
Singh Badal, BJP's Sunil
Jakhar, and Congress’s
Raja Warring for this
historic event.  Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann made it clear that
this celebration is not
for any political gain. He
said, “Guru Tegh Baha-
dur Ji sacrificed himself
for humanity and the
protection of religion.
Today we have all come
here, keeping our polit-
ical identities aside and
becoming true servants,
to pay respect to Guru
Ji's ideals.”

The Punjab govern-
ment has truly pre-
pared at a different lev-
el this time. There were
no political banners
anywhere in the entire
event, no show of bu-
reaucracy - just service,
dedication, and devo-

tion. Every arrange-
ment was so beautiful
and organized that

lakhs of devotees did
not face any difficulty.

It is true that many
parties have come to
Punjab who have only
done politics in the
name of religion. But
this time, the arrange-
ments that were seen
were witnessed for the
first time. Where all
government officers and
ministers were serving
as true servants in the
langar, helping the dev-
otees.

night in  Sarojini
soon turned into an
evening that highlight-
ed the growing connect
between politics, youth
culture and public out-
reach. While Yo Yo
Honey Singh drew thou-
sands to the Yuva Utsav
Sarojininagar at Smriti
Upvan on Saturday, it
was BJP MLA Rajesh-
war Singh who emerged
as the unexpected centre
of attention.

The crowd erupted
when Iloney Singh in-
vited Rajeshwar Singh
on stage, holding his
hand as the two shared
a lighthearted moment
that quickly became the
highlight of the night.
The MLA matched steps
to the music, drawing
loud cheers from the au-
dience. His easy cama-
raderie with the singer
and his comfort on stage
added a surprising but
welcome twist to the
performance.

From the stage, IToney
Singh praised Rajesh-
war Singh, mentioning
their regular morning
interactions. The MLA,
smiling at the warm ac-
knowledgement,  told
the crowd, “The energy
is the same, the vibe is

the same, the spirit is
the same.” His presence
and interaction with the
youth struck a chord,
giving the evening a per-
sonal touch that reso-
nated beyond the music.

Speaking to the gath-
ering, Rajeshwar Singh
emphasised the cultural
and emotional power
of music, noting that
whether rap, trance or
devotional, every genre
has the ability to uplift
and connect. He used
the moment to reflect on
the state’s development

CM Mann inaugurates
gallery on Guru
Tegh Bahadur’s life

Anandpur Sahib
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann Sunday
inaugurated a special
gallery showcasing the
life and legacy of Guru
Tegh Bahadur at Viras-
at-e-Khalsa here.

The Punjab CM said
the gallery was a part
of the ongoing events to
commemorate the 350th
martyrdom anniversary
of the ninth Sikh Guru
at Sri Anandpur Sahib.
He said the gallery offers
a profound narrative of
the Guru’s spiritual and

worldly journey.
The exhibition is
thoughtfully  divided

into five distinct seg-
ments: birth and early
life, spiritual life, illu-
mination of ‘Guruship’,
path of righteousness
and martyrdom, each
bringing a pivotal chap-
ter of the Guru’s life to
the fore, he said.

CM Mann said central
to the display are models
representing the sacred
training of Guru Tegh
Bahad ineludi A

are also a key attraction.
CM Mann said the
recreated house of Lakhi
Shah Wanjara also stood
as a poignant centre
of attraction. He said
elaborate pictorials, in-
terwoven with verses of
‘Gurbani’, beautifully il-
lustrate the Guru’s path
from his birth to his ul-
timate martyrdom, cre-
ating a “deeply-moving
experience” for visitors.
Hesaid itis the need of
the hour to apprise peo-
ple about the supreme
sacrifice made by Guru
sahib for humanity and

tolerance.

horse, swords, and bow
and arrows symbolising
his mastery in martial

disciplines.
He said historical di-
oramas featuring the

‘beda’ (ship) of the devot-
ed Makhan Shah Lub-
hana, and a powerful
installation of a bonfire
depicting the supreme
sacrifice and steadfast
fortitude of Bhai Dyala

Dhawala’

‘TSN/Shimla
Ramesh Dhawala’s
sharp criticism of his
own party and his move
to form a separate block
in Dehra have reopened
memories of past re-
volts that once shook the
Bharatiya Janata Party
in Iimachal Pradesh.
His outburst echoes the
turbulence of earlier
years when senior lead-
ers broke ranks, splitting
the party and hurting its
prospects in the Vi
Sabha elections.

The current develop-
ments have drawn com-
parisons to the forma-
tion of the Mitr Mandli,
a group of disgruntled
BJP leaders from Solan,
Hamirpur and Kangra

The state government
also organised a heritage
tour for devotees to cre-
ate awareness about Vi-
rasat-E-Khalsa, historie
gurdwaras and ‘Panj
Pyara Park’ The tour-
ism department deputed
experts to facilitate the
‘Sangat’ (devotees) with
information about Sikh
history in Punjabi, Hin-
di and English.

under Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, citing
modern roads, expand-
ing metro networks and
the upcoming state-of-
the-art airport as exam-
ples of visible progress
in Lucknow.

He also acknowledged
the broader national in-
itiatives shaping young
India, including Skill
India, Digital India and
Startup India. Accord-
ing to him, these pro-
grammes have opened
doors for youth to ex-
plore new aspirations

and opportunities. e
thanked the administra-
tion, including the Chief
Secretary, DGP, Princi-
pal Secretary (ITome),
Police ~ Commissioner,
Lucknow DM and other
departments, for ensur-
ing the smooth conduct
of the event.

Rajeshwar Singh’s
own story added depth
to the evening, A legisla-
tor from Sarojininagar in
the 18th Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Assembly, he
earlier served as Joint
Director of the Enforce-

The crowd erupted
when Honey Singhin-
vited Rajeshwar Sin-
gh on stage, holding
his hand as the two
shared a lighthearted
moment that quickly
became the highlight

of the night. I

ment Directorate. Born
in Lucknow to DIG Ran
Bahadur Singh, he stud-
ied at Colvin Talugdars’
College before earn-
ing his PhD from Uttar
Pradesh Rajarshi Tan-
don Open University.
ITe is married to IPS of-
ficer Lakshmi Singh, and
they have a daughter.
His public image gained
wider attention when he
appeared as himself in
the 2011 film Kya Yahi
Sach Hai, which exam-
ined corruption and the
political-police nexus.
The night ended with
the crowd still buzzing,
but it was Rajeshwar
Singh's easy rapport
with the youth and his
strong public message
that lingered. At an
event defined by music,
he managed to stand
out, turning a star-stud-
ded performance into a
memorable moment of
political connection.

UP Police flag day symbolises
glorious tradition of

duty bravery:

Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-

yanath hailed the state
police on the occasion
of ‘UP Police Flag Day’,
saying the day symbol-
ises the glorious tradi-
tion of duty, bravery and
dedication to service.

UP Director Gener-
al of Police (DGP) Ra-
jeev Krishna on Sunday
pinned the police flag on
the chief minister at his
official residence at 5,
Kalidas Marg.

In a post on X, he said,
“On the occasion of ‘Po-
lice Flag Day’, a symbol
of the glorious tradition
of devotion to duty, val-
our, and dedication to
service, Uttar Pradesh
Director General of
Police Rajeev Krishna
hoisted the Police Col-
our (ﬂag) in Lucknow
today.”

Du‘eclor General of
Police of the Economic
Offences Wing (EOW),
Neera Rawat, pinned
the police flag on Gover-
nor Anandiben Patel at
Raj Bhavan.

The governor said that
‘Police Flag Day’ should
not be a mere formality,
but an opportunity to
review and celebrate the
progress, service work,
and effective crime
control efforts made by
the police department
throughout the year.

She emphasised the

Saras Aajeevika Mela Celebrates Artisan
Spirit & Women's rlslng economic power

Komal Ramola
Panchkula
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said
the Saras Aajeevika Mela
has become a strong link
between artisans and
buyers while helping
drive the country’s push
for economic self-reli-
ance. Speaking at the
closing ceremony at Pa-
rade Ground, he urged
people to take pride in
local products and make
them a priority in their
purchases, noting that
such choices directly
strengthen small entre-
preneurs and rural arti-

sans.

Before the ceremony,
the Chief Minister visit-
ed stalls put up by wom-
en self-help groups, arti-
sans and craftsmen from
across the country. He
praised their skill and
said their work reflects
the vision of an Atmani
bhar Bharat. Ie encour-
aged women entrepre-
neurs to create products
that can compete with
foreign goods in both
quality and craftsman-
ship.

Saini launched two
major digital platforms
of the IHaryana State Ru-
ral Livelihood Mission:
the Swaapan Digital
Gram Bazar Portal and
the Sanjha Bazaar Sales
Portal. The Swaapan
platform will allow self-
help groups to showcase
and sell their products
globally, while the San-
jha Bazaar portal will

Haryana Chief Minister; Sh. Nayab Singh Sain! felicitating women from self-
help groups during the closing ceremony of the Saras Aajeevika Mela-2025

held in Panchkula on Novemher 23, 2025,

streamline market ac-
cess, stall allocation and
real-time sales tracking
across all Sanjha Bazaar
outlets, including shops,
kiosks and mela stalls.

He said the large par-
ticipation of women at
the fair shows how im-
portant the Saras Aajee-
vika Mela has become
for women’s empower-
ment. He highlighted
the Prime Minister's
appreciation of Rohtak’s
handloom artisans in his
Mann Ki Baat address
and said the state’s ru-
ral livelihood mission is
helping poor families in-
crease their income and
move toward economic
independence.

The Chief Minister

noted that ten Sanjha

Bazaars have already
been set up and more
are planned so women'’s
handmade products can
reach wider markets
through both online and
offline channels. Under
the livelihood mission,
5.98 lakh families have
been linked to more
than 60,000 self-help
groups, receiving soft
loans, revolving funds
and community invest-
ment funds amounting
to nearly Rs 548 crore.
The government has in-
creased the community
investment fund from
Rs 50,000 to Rs 15
lakh. Women trained in
hotel management now
run about 380 canteens

across the state.

Saini also spoke about
the Drone Didi scheme,
under which women
are being trained to op-
erate drones in agricul-
ture and other sectors.
Drones have already
been distributed to 100
women, and the gov-
ernment aims to create
three lakh Lakhpati Did-
is in Haryana. He said
women are central to the
state’s progress, which is
why management of 151
Vita sales centres has
been handed over en-
tirely to them.

In his welcome ad-
dress, Additional Prin-
cipal Secretary to the
Chief Minister and Sec-
retary of the Develop-
ment and Panchayats
Department, Dr Saket
Kumar, said the fair not
only provides a platform
to sell products but also
helps women pursue
bigger dreams. He said
both the Prime Minister
and the Chief Minister
have taken major steps
to support women’s en-
trepreneurship.

Women from self-help
groups shared their suc-
cess stories and thanked
the government for giv-
ing them opportunities
to grow. They said their
products are now gain-
ing recognition across
India and abroad, and
the fair generated strong
sales in items like pick-
les, spices, metal uten-
sils, toys and traditional
dishes.

s rebellion revives oldfault lines in Himachal BJP

lay the foundation for
a bigger rebellion. That
wave culminated in
2011 with the Immch
of HILOPA, a pi
led by former BJP MP
Maheshwar Singh. Ie
was joined by promi-
nent figures including
former Transport Min-
ister Mahinder Singh
Sofat, former Baijnath
legislator Dulo Ram,
former Paragpur MLA
Naveen Dhiman and
former Cabinet Minis-
ter Shyama Sharma. All
were known loyalists of
former Chief Minister
Shanta Kumar, whose
influence loomed large
even as he remained in
the background.

Sources say several

who lly helped

leaders from

Kangra and Hamirpur
were initially part of the
anti-Dhumal camp but
stayed with the BJP after
receiving party tickets.
HILOPA, financed ini-

tially by a senior Solan
legislator and later sup-
ported by an NRI from
Dubai, went on to in-
flict considerable dam-
age on the ruling BJP

in the 2012 elections.
The party won the Kullu
seat and weakened BJP
candidates in more than
seven  constituencies.
It avoided contesting
seats where its sympa-
thizers were fighting on
BJP tickets, a calculated
strategy to prevent the
BJP from returning to
power while ensuring
the rise of its own loyal-
ists. Dhawala, a known
Shanta Kumar confidant
who had once helped the
BJP form government as
an independent in 1998,
was counted among
them.

Dhawala’s latest re-
volt is being linked to
the backing of a senior
Kangra leader believed
to be quietly working

to undermine the BJP.
His mentor, the veteran
leader from Palampur,
continues to cast a shad-
ow over internal equa-
tions in a constituency
long dominated by the
Butail family of the Con-
gress. The seat has rare-
ly slipped from their grip
except in a few notable
elections, including vic-
tories by Chaudhary
Sarwan Kumar in 1977
and 1982, Shanta Kumar
in 1990 and Parveen
Sharma in 2007. Par-
ty insiders insist there
has always been a tacit
understanding between
the BJP veteran and the
Butail family, an equa-
tion that has shaped po-
litical outcomes in the
region.

Adityanath

need to hold regular

meetings on  securi-
ty arrangements and
training women police
officers.

Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya
took to X to congratulate
the state police on the
occasion.

“Heartiest greetings
on Police Flag Day to all
the personnel of the Ut-
tar Pradesh Police who
have continuously con-
tributed to maintain-
ing a peaceful and safe
environment in Uttar
Pradesh,” Maurya said.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Brajesh Pathak said
UP Police’s vigilance,
commitment, and con-
tinuous  service has
strengthened the foun-
dation of trust and a
safe environment in the
state.

Yogi’s Steady
Power Policy
Sets UP Apart

Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh has posi-
tioned itself as a nation-
al model for effective
energy  management
under Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. Even
as inflation rises across
the country, the state
has kept electricity tar-
iffs unchanged for six
consecutive years, of-
fering consistent relief
to households, farmers,
businesses and indus-
tries.

Backed by the vision
of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, the state
government's approach
combines financial
discipline, long-term
planning and structur-
al reforms. While many
states are increasing
power rates to meet op-
erational costs, Uttar
Pradesh has strength-
ened its revenue base
instead. Power utili-
ties recorded a reve-
nue surplus of more
than %15,000 crore in
the past year, driven
by tighter control on

electricity theft, im-
provements in billing
through technology,

reduced line losses and
timely maintenance.

Investments in pow-
er generation and
transmission have also
played a key role. The
government has ex-
panded capacity, up-
graded transformers,
strengthened trans-
mission networks and
increased its focus on
renewable energy. In
both urban and rural
areas, underground ca-
bling and replacement
of old wiring have made
supply more reliable. In-
itiatives such as smart
meters and awareness
drives on energy con-
servation have further
boosted  transparency
and reduced leakages.

This stability in tar-
iffs has wider economic
implications. For in-
dustries, predictable
electricity costs help
maintain  competitive-
ness and attract new
investments. For small
entrepreneurs and mid-
dle-class families, it pre-
vents unexpected finan-
cial pressure. Farmers
benefit from stable irri-
gation expenses, while
low-income households
are shielded from rising
overheads.
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India held by
Palestine in AFC
U17 Asian Cup
2026 Qualifiers
opener in
Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad:

| TOP STORY, Dethi, MonDay 24, Novemeer 2025 |

SA in pole position after Muthusamy ton, Jansen 93

Guwahati:
uwahati saw a
long and testing
day for India as
South Africa’s lower or-
der turned the second
Test on its head with a
I di first-in-

India’s AFC U1y Asian
Cup Saudi Arabia 2026
Qualifiers campaign
began with a 1-1 draw
against  Palestine in
Group D at the EKA Are-
nain Ahmedabad, as per
the official website of the
All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF).

Shubham Poonia hand-
ed the Blue Colts the lead
with a 44th-minute head-
er before Palestine substi-
tute Amir Jomah slotted
Thome the equaliser in the
74th minute.

Chinese Taipei and
Lebanon played out a
goalless draw earlier in
the day, meaning four
teams are locked at a
point apiece after the
opening matchday, with
IR Iran yet to start their
campaign. Only the

oup winners will quali-
fy for the AFC U17 Asian
Cup Saudi Arabia 2026.

India, coming off a
strong preparation phase
that included winning the
SAFF U1y Championship
2025 and playing two
high-intensity friendlies in
China, entered the match
with confidence and con-
trol.

From the outset, Bibiano
Fernandes’ boys looked
determined to impose
their rhythm, circulating
the ball calmly through
midfielders  Dallalmuon
Gangte, Diamond Singh
Thokchom, and Denny
Singh Wangkhem, while
wingers Azlaan Shah Kh
and Gunleiba Wangkhei-
rakpam sought to stretch
the Palestine backline.

The opening exchanges
were steady rather than ex-
plosive, with India show-
ing more initiative but
struggling to carve clear
chances. Palestine, led by
captain Ahmed Iamadna,
kept their defensive struc-
ture tight, forcing India
into patient build-up play.
Yet as the half wore on,
the Blue Colts” confidence
grew, and the pressure fi-
nally paid off just before
the interval.

In the 45th minute, In-
dia broke the deadlock.
Azlaan  Shah’s  corner
caused panic in the Pal-
estine box, and defender
Shubham Poonia reacted
instinctively, guiding the
ball into the near-post
bottom corner to make
it 1-0. The goal lifted In-
dia and the four-thou-
sand-strong Ahmedabad
crowd, sending the team
into half-time with mo-
mentum.

nings total of 489. Senu-
ran Muthusamy led the
charge with his maiden
Test century, while Mar-
co Jansen’s blistering 93
pushed the visitors into
a position of real control
in the two-match series.

Speaking after stumps,
Kuldeep Yadav said In-
dia had not set a specific
target to bowl South Af-
rica out for. Instead, the
focus was on patience
and discipline on a pitch
that offered little help.
Kuldeep fiished with 4
for 115, the pick of the
Indian attack, but ad-
mitted that Jansen and
Muthusamy’s resistance
forced India to rethink
plans throughout the
d:

ay.

He said the team
knew wickets would not
come easily and that
sticking to tight lengths
and lines was essential.
Kuldeep felt his field
placements worked well
when he was bowling,
and although an attack-
ing mindset remained
important, he stressed
the need to read condi-
tions and understand
the game situation. He
added that India did not
walk in with numbers in
mind and simply tried to
maintain pressure for as
long as possible.

South Africa’s resur-

gence came after they re-
sumed at 247 for 6. Mu-
thusamy, who went on
to score 109, controlled
one end with patience
and clarity. At the oth-
er, Jansen launched an
assault that left India
searching for alterna-
tives. The pair added 97
crucial runs, changing
the tone of the match.
Muthusamy struck 10
fours and two sixes be-
fore Siraj finally ended
his stay, but by then the
damage was done.
Jansen dominat-
ed the spinners and
looked comfortable
against the short ball.

Renshaw and Jewell lead strong
Day 2 show across Shield

Brisbane:
Australian opener Matt
Renshaw  highlighted
Day 2 of the Queens-
land vs Victoria Shef-
field Shield 2025-26
match with a century
while Tasmania’s Caleb
Jewell also put on a
standout performance
with a ton against New
South Wales. South
Australia captain Na-
than McSweeney, along
with  opener Henry
Hunt ended the day for
South Australia on a
high.

In Brisbane, Queens-
land ended Day 2 on
352/7 leading by 34
runs in reply to Victo-
ria’s score of 318/9d in
the first innings.

Resuming the day
at 0/15, the Queens-
landers showed resolve
against the Victorian
pace attack. While Ren-
shaw scored 112 off 192
balls, Lachlan Hearne
also contributed with

In Brisbane,
Queensland  ended
Day 2 on 352/7

leading by 34 runs
in reply to Victoria’s
score of 318/9d in the

first Innlnﬁ. I

a 47-run knock to help
the hosts end the day
with a lead.

Victorian fast bowler
Todd Murphy was the
most successful bowl-
er for the visitors as
he registered figures of
2/73.

In Sydney, Tasmania
posted 196/2 by the
end of Day 2 in reply
to New South Wales
score of 391/9d in the
first innings. Tasmani-
an opener Caleb Jewell
notched up a 102-run
innings as Tim Ward
(53 not out) and Brad-
ley Hope (8 not out)
will continue batting at
crease on Day 3.

He struck seven

and six boundaries in an
innings that mixed brute
force with smart shot se-
lection. is knock also
drew praise from Anil
Kumble, who said the
tall all-rounder “took the
game away from India”
during the afternoon
session.

Dale Steyn, analysing
the day’s play on JioS-
tar, felt India stuck with
their original bowling
plan for too long. He said
the Indian bowlers were
often too defensive early
on, allowing batters to
settle with soft singles.
According to Steyn, the

approach that worked
in Kolkata proved less
effective on a flatter
Guwahati surface and
India needed to switch
to more attacking fields
sooner.

Muthusamy, reflect-
ing on his century,
called it a special mo-
ment to reach three
figures in front of a
full house. He said the
focus was on partner-
ships and stretching
the innings deep into
the day. He also praised
Jansen’s striking, say-
ing he had “the best
seat in the house” for

straight-at-the-stumps

the towering sixes that

lit up the afternoon.

His hundred cappe
1
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a remarkable d.
year for South Africa,
with nine different bat-
ters scoring centuries,
the most they have ever
registered in a single
year.

With a total close to
500 on the board, South
Africa have tightened
their grip on the Test
and the series. The pres-
sure now shifts to In-
dia’s batters to respond
strongly on a surface
that may start show-
ing signs of wear as the
match progresses.

Dhami congratulates Lakshya Sen on
winning Australian Open Super 500 title

Dehradun:

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami spoke to
badminton player Lak-
shya Sen over the phone
and extended his heart-
felt congratulations and
best wishes for winning
the Australian Open
Super 500 title, as per
a statement from the
CMO Uttarakhand.

The Chief Minister
said that this remark-
able achievement by
Lakshya Sen is a mat-
ter of pride not only for
Uttarakhand but for the
entire nation. Ie add-
ed that Lakshya's hard
work, dedication and
consistent  excellence
are a source of inspira-
tion for all young people,
proving that with deter-
mination, discipline and
relentless effort, even
the toughest goals can
be achieved.

The Chief Minister
wished Lakshya Sen a

bright future, expressed
hope that he would con-
tinue to bring glory to
the nation and to Devb-
hoomi Uttarakhand at
the international level in
the years ahead.

The Indian shuttler
was crowned the cham-
pion of the men’s singles
event of the Australian
Open Super 500 event
after Sen defeated Ja-
pan’s Yushi Tanaka 21-

East Bengal bow out of AFC Women'’s
Champions League after defeat to Nasaf

Wubhan:

East Bengal FC were
eliminated from the AFC
Women's  Champions
League 2025-26 group
stage after suffering a
0-3 defeat to PFC Nasaf
of Uzbekistan in their
concluding Group B tie
on Sunday in Wuhan, as
per the official website
of the All India Football
Federation (ATFF).

The win moved the
Uzbekistan side to sec-
ond place with four
points,  guaranteeing
them a spot in the quar-
ter-finals alongside
toppers Wuhan Jiangda
Women's FC of China
PR. East Bengal ended
their debut campaign
in third place with
three points, while IR
Iran’s Bam Khatoon FC
finished at the bottom,
also with three points.
In the best third-placed
teams rankings, Korea
Republic's Suwon FC
qualified from Group
C with four points,
alongside Philippines’
Stallion Laguna FC
with three points. Al-
though the latter were
level with East Bengal

on goal difference, the
Indian side had few-
er goals scored, which
knocked them out of
the last eight.

The Moshal Girls had
earlier defeated Bam
Khatoon FC (3-1) and
lost to Wuhan Jiangda
Women’s FC (0-2).

Nasaf controlled the
game from the open-
ing whistle, with Nilu-
far Kudratova driving
into the box in the fifth
minute but taking just
too long to make up her
mind, allowing Ano-

ma Opoku to close her
down.

The Nasaf captain
was more decisive in
the 18th minute with
the same run into the
box, this time picking
out Diyorakhon Kha-
bibullaeva for the tap-

in.

The goal lifted pres-
sure off the Uzbekistan
side as they started to
play flowing football
with only the crossbar
denying efforts from
Zarina Mamatkarimova
and Gulzoda Amirova.

On the backfoot for
much of the first half,
East Bengal finally
managed a shot on tar-
get in the 39th minute,
but Fazila Tkwaput’s
free-kick was well read
by Nasaf custodian Ma-
ftuna Jonimqulova.
Nasaf kept a tight
grip on the game after
the interval, extending
their lead after seven
minutes through Zari-
na Norboeva, who was
at the right place at
the right time to steer
home Ly ila Kara-

chik’s cross.

East Bengal had an
opportunity to pull a
goal back in the 61st
minute after Amnah
Nababi played Soumya
Guguloth through on
goal, but the latter
struck the ball straight
at Jonimqulova.

The bar came to East
Bengal’s rescue for the
third time in the match
in the 66th minute af-
ter another Karachik's
cross after an excellent
dribble was flicked on
by Khabibullaeva past
Elangbam Panthoi Cha-
nu, only to be denied by
the woodwork.

Nasaf put the seal on
an impressive perfor-
mance with a third deep
into stoppage time,
Panthoi saving Kara-
chik’s initial attempt
but could do nothing to
stop Khabibullaeva on
the follow-up.

Last Bengal's atten-
tion will now turn to
the inaugural edition
of the SAFF Club Wom-
en's Championship,
scheduled to be held
from December 5 to 20

in Kath Nepal.

15, 21-11 in a one-sided
final that lasted just
38 minutes. Lakshya
won USD 475,000 after
clinching the title.

Facing Tanaka, who
won two Super 300
titles this year at the
Orleans Masters and
the US Open, Lakshya
displayed sharp reflex-
es, brilliant control, and
placement  throughout
the match.
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Dear Reader, If you
have any news or
you have any sugges-
tion regarding our
newspaper or you
have any problem
with any govern-
ment  department,
you may contact us
on 24 hour helpline
no-  0120-4225517,
4241284for Del-
hi & Ghaziabad
(9582310372),  for
Noida(9818999989),
Advertisement
(9818799941),
Circulation
(08586925450)
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Readers are recom-
mended to make all
necessary enquiries and
seek appropriate advice
before action on any
advertisement and con-
tent published in this
publication. The print-
er, publisher, editor and
seller of the Top Story
do not vouch for any
claims. The publication
is being sold on the
condition and under-
standing that informa-
tion given in this pub-
lication is merely for
reference and must not
be taken as having final
authority of or binding
in any way. We do not
owe any responsibility
for damage or loss to
any person, a purchase
of this production is
not for the result of any
action taken on the ba-
sis of this work.All dis-
putes are subject to the
exclusive  jurisdiction
of court and forums in
Delhi/New Delhi only.

India win inaugural T20

Blind

New Delhi:
India scripted history as
they won the inaugural
edition of the Women's
T20 World Cup for the
Blind. India defeated Ne-
pal by seven wickets in a
one-sided final in Colom-
bo on Sunday.
After opting to field
first, Indian bowlers dis-
played a brilliant show
with the ball. The Indi-
an bowlers bowled tight
lines, limiting Nepal to
114/5 in 20 overs.
While chasing, the In-
dian batters reached 100
runs in the first 10 overs,
ensuring there is no more
threat.
Opener Phula Saren
played a match-winning
knock. She scored 44
runs off 27 balls, includ-

Women’s World Cup
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ing four boundaries.

Her innings brought
India to chase down the
target in the 13th over,
sealing the title. Apart
from her, Karuna K also
contributed with a 27-ball
42. Saren’s magnificent
performance earned her
the Player of the Match.

After scripting history,
India captain Deepika TC
opened up that they are
very proud of this win.
She added that the entire
team worked hard to lift
the tite.

“We are very proud and
itis ahuge win. Our entire
team worked very hard. It
is a very strong team and
other teams are afraid of
playing with us. We are
even ready to play with
the men's team.” Deepika

. v R
TC said after winning the
match.
In the T20 World Cup
for the Blind, India put
on an exceptional perfor-
mance, going undefeated
throughout the tourna-
ment to claim the title.

India started their cam-

paign with a convine-
ing win over Sri Lanka.
Against Australia, India
registered a 57-run win
after the Aussies failed to
chase down the 293-run

et.

India overcame the
hurdle of Pakistan, chas-
ing down the 136-run
target in just 10.2 overs.
In the semi-final, India
thrashed Australia by
nine wickets and sealed
the trophy with a one-sid-
ed win over Nepal.
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Ukraine Western allies meet in

Geneva to discuss US peace plan

Israel hits
Hezbollah
target in rare
Beirut strike

Beirut:
An Israeli airstrike on
Sunday struck Beirut for
the first time since June.
Its military says it was
targeting a Hezbollah
militant.

The strike, in the south
of the capital, comes as
Israeli airstrikes over
southern Lebanon have

intensified in  recent
weeks,
Israel’s military did not

provide any other details
on what it called a precise
strike, nor has Hezbollah
commented on the inci-
dent yet. A large plume of
smoke can be seen in the
busy Iaret Hreik neigh-
bourhood.

One video widely cir-
culated on social media
shows dozens of people
crowded around the area
of the strike, which ap-
pears to be just next to a
building.

There was no immedi-
ate word about casualties.

Israel and the United
States have been piling
pressure on Lebanon to
disarm the powerful mili-
tant group. The Lebanese
military issued a plan
that the government ap-
proved in September that
would disarm Hezbollah
by the end of the year
across the country.

Israel says Hezbollah is
trying to rebuild its mili-
tary capabilities in south-
ern Lebanon, whereas
the Lebanese government
has denied those claims.

At ontact:
9818-199941

BUSINESS

AMFI Honours Surinder
Verma for Excellence in Investor
Awareness & Education

New Delhi:
The Association of Mu-
tual Funds in India
(AMFI) honoured Shn
Surinder Verma,
man of the Citizens
Awareness Group, for
his outstanding con-
tribution to investor
awareness and financial
education.

The felicitation took
place at the SEBI Pavil-
ion, Hall No. 3, Pragati
Maidan, during the In-
dia International Trade
Fair (TITF), in the pres-
ence of senior officials,
industry representatives,
and key stakeholders
from the financial sector.

AMFI conferred this
recognition to acknowl-
edge Shri Verma’s sus-
tained efforts in promot-
ing financial literacy and

Geneva:

op European and
Ukrainian envoys

conferred in Gene-
va on Sunday ahead of
talks with US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio
over President Donald
Trump's proposal to end
Russia's war on Ukraine.

The head of the
Ukrainian  delegation,
presidential chief of staff
Andrii  Yermak, wrote
on social media said
that they held their first
meeting with the nation-
al security advisers from
the UK, France and Ger-
many. The allies have
rallied around Kyiv in a
push to revise the plan,
which is seen as favour-
ing Moscow.

“The next meeting is
with the US delegation.
We are in a very con-
structive mood,” Yer-
mak “We contin-
ue working together to
achieve a lasting and just
peace for Ukraine.”

Rubio was expected
to join the talks togeth-
er with Army Secre-
tary Dan Driscoll and
Trump’s special envoy

Steve Witkoff.

Ukrainian ~ President
Volodymyr  Zelenskyy
said he was waiting for
the outcome of the talks.
“A positive result is
needed for all of us,” he
said.

“Ukrainian and Amer-
ican teams, teams of our
European partners, are
in close contact, and T
very much hope there
will be a result. Blood-
shed must be stopped,
and it must be guaran-
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teed that the war will not
be reignited,” he wrote
in a post on Telegram on
Sunday.
In a later post, Zelen-
skyy said that there was
an understanding that
the US would take into
account “a number of
elements” in a peace
deal that are important
for Ukraine, but did not
elaborate further.
“There have already
been brief reports from
the team about the re-

sults of the first meet-
ings and conversations,”
he said. “There is now an
understanding that the
American proposals may
take into account a num-
ber of elements based on
the Ukrainian vision and
are critically important
for Ukraine’s national
interests.”

“Further work is ongo-
ing to ensure that all ele-
ments are truly effective
in achieving the main
goal our people hope

The head of the
Ukrainian delegation,
presidential chief of
staff Andrii Yermak,
wrote on social me-
dia said that they held
their first meeting with
the national security
advisers from the UK,
France and Germany.

for — ultimately putting
an end to the bloodshed
and the war.”

The 28-point blue-
print drawn up by the US
to end the nearly four-
year war has sparked
alarm in Kyiv and Eu-
ropean capitals. Zelen-
skyy has said his country
could face a stark choice
between standing up for
its sovereign rights and
preserving the American
support it needs.

The plan acquiesces to
many Russian demands
that Zelenskyy has cat-
egorically rejected on
dozens of occasions, in-
cluding giving up large
pieces of territory. The
Ukrainian leader has

PM Modi at G20 calls for global
compact on Al to prevent misuse

Johannesburg:
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday called
for a global compact to
prevent misuse of artifi-
cial intelligence and made
a strong pitch for critical
technologies to be hu-
man-centric, instead of fi-
nance-centric.

Addressing the  third
session of the G20 summit
here, Modi also said tech-
nology applications should
be ‘global’ rather than ‘na-
tional’, and based on ‘open
source’ rather than ‘exclu-
sive models’.

PM Modi said that this
vision has been integrat-
ed into India’s technology
ecosystem, and the same
has resulted in significant
benefits, be it in space
applications, Al or digital
payments, where it is a
world leader.

Ile was addressing the
third session of the Gzo
Summit on the topic “A
Fair and a Just Future for
All - Critical Minerals; De-
cent Work; Artificial Intel-
ligence.

We must all ensure that
Al is used for global good
and its misuse is prevented.
To do this, we must create a
global compact on AT based
on certain core principles,
including effective human
oversight, safety-by-design,
transparency, and strict re-

strictions on the use of AT in
deepfakes, crime, and terror
activities, Modi said.

The Prime Minister said
Al systems that impact hu-
man life, security, or public
trust must be responsible
and auditable.

And most importantly,
Al should enhance hu-
man capabilities, but the
ultimate responsibility for
decision-making  always
remains with humans, he
added.

Modi said in this age
of Al, the approach must
rapidly shift from ‘Jobs of
Today to ‘Capabilities of
Tomorrow’”.

Unlocking  talent mo-
bility is essential for rapid
innovation. We made pro-
gress on this topic at the
Delhi G20. We hope that
in the next few years, the
G20 will develop a global
framework for talent mo-
bility, PM Modi said.

The Prime Minister
outlined India’s approach
based on equitable access,
population-level  skilling,
and responsible deploy-
ment.

He said that under the
India-AT Mission, acces-
sible  high-performance
computing capacity is be-
ing built with the objective
of ensuring that Al bene-
fits reach everyone in the
country.

Unfortunate that US did not participate in G20: South African trade minister

Johannesburg:

It is unfortunate that the
US did not participate
in the G20 in Johan-
nesburg this weekend
because important mat-
ters relating to world
trade were discussed,
South Africa’s Minister
of Trade, Industry and
Competition Parks Tau
said on Sunday.

Tau, asked whether
the US would lose out
by not attending and

reduce its influence on
global trade, said this
needed to be judged in

the context of what the
outcomes of the G20
have been.

“It's been an important
discussion around glob-
al trade, issues around
the World Trade Organ-
isation (WTO), discus-
sion around industri-
alisation, financing for
development,  around
debt. All those issues
are important for the en-
tire world and it is quite
unfortunate that their
(the US) voice was not
coming across at these
meetings,” Tau said in a

media briefing.

The minister said dis-
cussions with the US
around trade would con-
tinue.

“G20 is a separate pro-
cess. Of course, I can’t
pretend that it does not
reflect on the issues that
have been discussed, but
so far it hasn’t in any
way been negative,” he
said.

Tau said the decisions
taken at the Johannes-

burg Summit would be
tracked through what
countries would be do-
ing after the US takes
over the Presidency next
month.

“We track progress on
the number of agree-
ments that we have with
various countries on the
basis of the principles
set out here, the impact
on the multilateral sys-
tem and the positions
that will be presented

in the UN for resolution
at different multilateral
platforms,” Tau said.

He added that there
will also be tracking of
discussion and the im-
plications around  re-
form at the WTO.

“Issues are tracked on
the basis of what we put
on the table. The obliga-
tion is on us as a country
to follow up and we are
clear that we will follow
up,” he said.

equipping citizens with
reliable, accessible, and
practical investment
knowledge. His extensive
outreach sinitiatives and
educational programmes
have played a significant
role in strengthening in-
vestor awareness_across

gra
An AMFI official, while
appreciating Shri  Ver-
ma's work, said, “Shri
Surinder Verma has
made a notable contribu-
tion to advancing investor
education in India. His
initiatives have helped
thousands of individuals
better understand their
financial rights, respon-
sibilities, and opportuni-
ties. AMFI is honoured to
recognise his exemplary

service.”

India diversifies export basket as shipments
to US decline: SBI research report

New Delhi:

hare of India’s mer-
chandise  exports

to other countries

increased as shipments
to the US declined since
July 2025, indicating
diversification of export
basket across product
categories, according to
an SBI research report.

India's total mer-
chandise exports during
April-September 2025
inched up by 2.9 per cent
to USD 220 billion com-
pared to USD 214 billion
in the year-ago period,
the report said.

Cumulative exports to
the US also registered
a growth of 13 per cent
to USD 45 billion in the
April-September  peri-
od from USD 40 billion
in the year-ago period,
though there could be
some front-loading ef-
fects to the aftermath,
with September ﬁgurcs
registering negative
year-on-year growth of
about 12 per cent, said
‘Ecowrap’, the SBI's re-
search report.

The report further
said the share of the US
in India's exports has
been declining since
July 2025, falling to
15 per cent in Septem-
ber, mainly because of
a decline in exports of
marine products, pre-
cious and semi-precious
stones, ready-made cot-
ton garments, and cot-
ton fabrics.

Story house brings senior-friendly

Gurugram:

A new residential ad-
dress in Sector 89A is
quietly reshaping the
idea of comfort and care
in city homes. The Story
House, marketed and
promoted by Swarnkey
Estate LLP, blends lux-
ury, wellness and sen-
ior-friendly design in a
format that sets it apart
in the NCR market.

The project fea-
tures five towers with
323 premium units in
2BHK and 3BHK con-
figurations ranging
from 1450 to 1785 sq.
ft. The setting has been
planned to suit mod-
ern families as well as
ageing parents, with
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Safety and wellness
sit at the core of the
Each

2-level basement and
stilt structure, easing
movement across the
complex.

an emphasis on clean

surroundings, smooth
access and thoughtful
architecture.

Safety and wellness
sit at the core of the
development. Each
tower rises above a
2-level basement and
stilt structure, easing
movement across the
complex. A network

“Interestingly.
share of India's mer-
chandise exports to oth-
er countries during this
period has increased
significantly, indicating
the diversification of our
exports basket with the
UAE, China, Vietnam,
Japan, and Ilong Kong,
as also Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, and Nigeria be-
ing among the top des-

of interlinked base-
ment tunnels provides
weather-proof mobility
for residents. The pro-

ject also places strong

focus on health support
with  round-the-clock
medical care, including
an on-site nurse, phys-
iotherapist, ambulance
access and doctor-on-
call tie-ups. Every home
includes easily reachable
panic buttons for quick
assistance during emer-
gencies.

The design approach
supports  independent
living. Wide lifts with
ventilation systems,
wheelchair-friendly
routes, anti-slip tiles,
grab bars and dedicat-

tinations (over FY25)

across different product

categories,” the report
id.

0, could it be that
some destinations are
exporting more to the
USA after procuring
from India?” it said.
According to the re-
port, Australia’s share in
the US imports of pearls,
precious, semi-precious

ed senior seating zones
help older residents
navigate the space com-
fortably while giving
younger families the
amenities they expect
from an upscale devel-
opment.

The community lay-
out encourages a calm
and connected lifestyle.
Landscaped greens,
open balconies, medi-
tation and yoga areas,
disciplined housekeep-
ing and multi-layered
security add to the sense
of ease. The homes use
natural light, ventilation
and functional layouts to
create a balanced living
environment.

With prices starting at

stones has increased to
9 per cent YTD in Janu-
ary-August 2025 from 2
per cent during the same
period in the previous
year.

Hong Kcng, too, reg-
lSlEl‘Ed an increase in
share from 1 per cent to
2 per cent to the US dur-
ing the same period.

The SBI research re-
port further said the
buoyancy in trade talks
reaffirms India’s desire
to come out of the high-
est (among Asian peers)
tariff structure while en-
hancing capability build-
ing across several loops,
with recently concluded
LPG deals and strate-
gic defence deals last
month, bolstering the
fair probability of a mu-
tually amicable, fruitful
negotiation.

Tariff has impacted
India’s labour-intensive
sectors such as textiles,
jewellery, and seafood,
particularly shrimp,
which operates with a
lower margin, the report
said.

luxury living to Gurugram

%2.17 crore, the project
offers a buyer-friendly
plan where residents
pay 25 percent upfront
and no further amount
for 18 months, along
with a First Transfer
Free benefit.

Swarnkey Estate LLP
Partner Alok Ahluwalia
said the project reflects
a future-ready model of
community living built
around care, comfort
and intelligent planning.

As  Gurugram's res-
idential landscape
evolves, The Story House
positions itself as a pre-
mium, nurturing space
for families and seniors
seeking a thoughtful ur-
ban home.

Marico’s digital
brands cross Rs
1000 cr ARR
mark

New Delhi:

Marico’s digital brands

have crossed the Rs
1,000 crore annual re-
curring revenue mark,
and the FMCG major
expects food & premi-
um personal care to
contribute 25 per cent
of its India revenue, its
Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer
Saugata Gupta said.

Marico’s digital
brands -- including
Beardo, True Ele-
ments, Just Herbs,

and Plix -- have a di-
versified portfolio,
ranging from premium
personal care products
to food, and are on a
high growth momen-
tum and likely to con-
tinue their faster pace,
he added.

“Our digital brands
have crossed Rs 1,000
crore in ARR (annu-
al recurring revenue),
and we expect the di-
versified ~ portfolio...
including premium
personal care, to con-
tribute at least 25 per
cent to our overall
India business, over
the next three years,”
Gupta told PTL

Beardo, its men's
grooming brand, has
almost turned prof-
itable, delivering a
double-digit EBITDA,
and its D2C wellness
brand Plix has achieved
break-even, he said.

“Our objective is to
immediately take it to a
mid-single-digit to high
single-digit EBITDA,”
Gupta said, adding that
the aim is “to grow well,
and at the same time,
grow profitably”.

The company’s
healthy food brand
True Elements and Just
Ilerbs, which operate in
Ayurvedic beauty and
personal care, have still
not reached the break-
even point, he added.
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Smriti Mandhana's wedding
1ndef1n1tely postponed '

Sang

ndian ericketer Smri-

ti Mandhana's wed-

ding with singer

Palaash Muchhal has
been postponed after Mand-
hana's father experienced
symptoms of a heart attack
on Sunday.

Smriti's father, Shrinivas
Mandhana, was transferred
to Sarvhit Hospital and
Medical Research Centre in
Sangli in the morning.

According to Dr Naman
Shah, Director of Sarvhit
Hospital, Smriti's father ex-
perienced the symptoms of
heart attack. He attributed
the cause to "physical or

mental stress” due to hectic
activities during the wed-

Academy announces
qualifying documentary,
international,

animated features

Los Angeles

he Academy of

Motion Picture

Arts and Sciences

has released the
complete list of films eligible
for the 2026 Ose
major categories — docu-
mentary feature, interna-
tional feature and animated
feature, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.

According to the Acade-
my, 201 documentary fea-
tures, 86 international films,
and 35 animated titles have
qualified for consideration
this year. The number of el-
igible documentaries is
among the highest in re-
cent years, second only to
the pandemic cycle when
rules were temporarily re-
laxed and 238 titles made
the cut.

This year's documentary
lineup features several ti-
tles that have already gained
traction on the festival and
awards circuit, including
Netflix's The Perfect Neigh-
bor and Apocalypse in the
Tropics, Apple's Come See

‘sin three

Me in the Good Light, and
Neon's Orwell: 2+2=5, Films
made by well-known names
about their own families —
such as HBO's My Mom
Jayne by Mariska Hargitay
and Apple's Stiller & Meara:
Nothing Is Lost by Ben
Stiller — are also among the
qualifiers.

Multiple projects linked to
the ongoing Middle East
turmoil have also made the
list. including Torn: The Is-
rael-Palestine Poster War
on New York City Streets,
Coexistence, My Ass!, Hold-
ing Liat and Put Your Soul
on Your Hand and Walk.

One notable omission is
The Eyes of Ghana, directed
by two-time Oscar winner
Ben Proudfoot. The film is
still without distribution,
and a decision has report-
edly been made to saveit for
next awards season. Other
expected contenders missing
from eligibility include Sofia
Coppola's Marc by Sofia and
Questlove's Sly Lives, ac-
cording to The Hollywood
Reporter.

ding season.
While talking to the me-

dia, Dr Naman Shah said,
"Srinivas Manandana, Sm-

riti Manandana's father, ex-
perienced symptoms of a
heart attack around 11:30 af-
ter feeling left-sided chest
pain. He was immediately
transferred to Sarvhit Hos-
pital and Medical Research
Centre in Sangli for further
assessment. Despite his
slightly raised cardiac en-
zymes, he requires ongoing
observation. Our cardiolo-
gist. Dr. Rohan Thanedar,
has examined him as well.
There are no new findings
on the echocardiogram.
However, he may need con-
tinuous ECG monitoring
and, if necessary, angiogra-
phy. Currently, his blood

Akhanda 2 trailer out:
Nandamuri Balakrishna locks
horns with Aadhi Pinisetty

Hyderabad
e makers have fi-
nally released the
trailer of Nan-
damuri Balakrishna
starrer 'Akhanda 2". Boyapati
Srinu directs the movie.

Following the massive suc-
cess of 'Akhanda’, fans have
been eagerly awaiting the se-
quel. The movie is set to re-
lease in theatres worldwide
on December 5.

The two-minute and forty-
one-second trailer opened
with a group of evil forces,
bothoutsideand inside of In-
dia, trying to destroy the
country's spiritual freedom.

Ttis followed by the intro-
duction of actor Nandamuri

Gal Gadot recalls suffering
"massive brain clot" while eight
months pregnant w1th daughter

Los Angeles

nder

Woman' star

Gal Gadot

suffered a

"massive brain clot” when

she was eight months preg-

nantwith daughter Ori. The

actor recently opened up

ahout the particular health

scare that she underwent
last year.

"Last year, my life took
an unexpected turn. I was
eightmonths pregnant, jug-
gling family, work and every-
thing in-between when 1
started to feel the kind of
headache that makes the

world stop for three weeks,"
she shared, as quoted by Va-
riety.

Stating that her mother
comvinced herto get anMRI
in February 2024, Gadot
added, "Before we even got
back home, my phone rang,

and my doctor said, 'You
need to come to the hospital
right now. It's serious. You
have a massive brain clot.'
From that moment, T just
ol ot mdestind dny
thing, English was out the
window.

Balakrishna, who plays
Akhanda, a protector of Hin-
duism in the film.

In the sequel, he is set to
lock horns with Aadhi
Pinisetty, who plays a mystic

and magically powerful man
capable of summoning a de-
monie skeleton.

‘The high-octane sequences
featuring Nandamuri Bal-
akrishna were among the

pressure s slightly elevated,
so he needs continuous
monitoring.. It could be due
to physical or mental stress,
perhaps because it is wed-
ding season \MLh a lot of
hectic activi

Tuhin Mishra, the Man-
ager of Smriti Mandhana,
has informed us that the
wedding has been "post-
poned indefinitely” due to
her father's health prob-
lems. While talking to the
media, Tuhin Mishra said,
"Smritiis very clear that she
wants her father to recover
first and then resume the
wedding. It has been indef-
initely postponed.”

highlights of the trailer.

The movie is jointly pro-
duced by Ram Achanta, Gopi
Achanta, and Ishan Saksena,
under 14 Reels Plus and TVY
Entertainment, respectively.

Naga Chaitanya's
upcoming film

titled 'Vrushakarma/,
first look poster out

Hyderabad

aga Chaitanya

Akkineni's up-

coming film has

finally got a ti-
tle. The makers have also re-
leased the first character
look poster of the actor in the
movie.

Directed by Karthik Dan-
du, Naga Chaitanya's up-
coming movie is titled
‘Vrushakarma'. The movie
is jointly produced by Suku-
mar Writings and Sri
Venkateswara Cine Chitra
(SVCC). The film's release
date has not been announced
yet.

Naga Chaitanya shared
the film's title and his first

Prabhas, Triptii Dimri starrer
| 'Spirit’ officially goes on floor,
Chlranjeew joins on Day 1

Hyderabad

ilmmaker
Sandeep
Reddy
.\ Vanga's

much-awaited film
'Spirit’, featuring
Prabhas in the lead,
has officially gone
4 on the floors.
On Sunday, the
¥ makers confirmed
the news with pic-
tures from the
il film's muhurat.
Joining the team
was megastar Chiranjeevi,

who was present for the
muhurat puja as the spe-
cial guest of honour.

Shoot prarambham! In-

E hlggcs( superstar
Prabha

ON FLOORS today! A
monumental beginning,
produced by Bhushan Ku-
mar and helmed by block-
buster director Sandeep
Reddy Vanga, the muhurat
puja witnessed the pres
ence of Prabhas, Triptii
Dimri, Bhushan Kumar,
Sandeep Reddy Vanga,
Pranay Reddy Vanga &
Shiv  Chanana, with
Megastar Chiranjeevi join-
ing as the special guest of
honour. A historic cine-
matic

journey begins
now," read the caption on
the post.

Sobhita Dhulipala drops
sweet birthday wish for

her "lover" Naga Chai-

tanya, Mahesh Babu wish-

es
Mumbai:Actor Sobhita
Dhulipala has shared a ro-
mantic wish for her hus-
band, Naga Chaitanya, on
his birthday.
In a heartwarming post

on Instagram, Sobhita

shared a candid picture,
capturing a cute moment
as Chay could be seen
helping his wife with a
Jjacket.

"Happy birthday lover,”
she wrote in the caption.
Chay also reacted to the
post with a heart emoji.

Naga Chaitanya and
Sobhita Dhulipala got
married on December 4.
The ceremony was held at
the iconic Annapurna Stu-
dios in Hyderabad in the
presence of close friends
and family members.

The wedding was a stun-
ning display of Telugu tra-
ditions, with rituals per-
formed under the guid-
ance of elders. The festive
atmosphere was enriched
by heartfelt bl
family and friends, who
gathered to witness this
significant moment.

For the special occasion,
Sobhita opted for a gold
Kanjivaram silk saree with
real gold zari, honouring
her cultural roots. She el-
evated her look with tem-
ple jewellery. Chay also
looked handsome in a tra-
ditional white outfit.

Naga Chaitanya was pre-
viously married to actress
Samantha Ruth Prabhu.
They announced their sep-
aration on social media in
a joint statement in Octo-
ber 2021.

In line with Naga Chai-
tanya's birthday, the ac-
tor's first look from his
upcoming film 'Vrushakar-
ma' has been unveiled. Su-

ngs from

perstar Mahesh Babu ex-
tended his warm wishes to
Chay and dropped the
film's poster and the offi-
cial title.

look poster on his Instagram
handle, which was launched
by superstar Mahesh Babu
today.

‘The poster offers a glimpse
at Naga Chaitanya's char-
acter in the movie. He ap-
pears to be playing the role of
an action hero as per the
poster.

Featuring Chaitanya in a
rugged, battle-worn appear-
ance, the visual highlights his
muscular frame and steely
determination as he swings
arod. Adding to the actor's
dramatic appearance, a ce-
lestial eclipse in the back-
ground suggests an omi-
nous, mythical atmosphere
in the movie.

4

Smriti Mandhana,
Palaash Muchhal
groove to ‘Tene
Leke' at pre-
wedding
celebrations

Mumbai
limpses from the
Indian cricketer
Smriti - Mand-
hana's pre-wed-
ding festivities have flooded
sodal media platforms ahead
of the star batter's wedding
with filmmaker and music
composer Palaash Muchhal.

Shared by their friends and
family members, several pic-
tures and videos show the
couple taking part in tradi-
tional rituals, swiftly drawing
enthusiastic reactions from
fans, In one particular mo-
ment, Smriti Mandhana and
Palaash Muchhal were seen
dancing to the Bollywood hit
song Tenu Leke' at what ap-
peared to be their sangeet
night.Cricketer Shafali Verma
shared a clip from their per-
formance, where the couple
playfully grooves to the song,
drawing loud cheers from
those present.

Later, her teammates
Shreyanka Patil, Yastika Bha-
tia, Jemmimah Rodrigues,
Arundhati Reddy, and Rad-
ha Yadav also joined the cel-
ebrations, delivering high-
energy performances on
songs like 'Uyyi Amma’ and
"Cutiepie.




