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Srinagar

t least nine people
were killed and 32
injured after what

officials said was an ac-
cidental blast that tore
through the Nowgam
police station on the
outskirts of Srinagar on
Friday night. Officials
said the explosion oc-
curred as authorities
were extracting samples
from a cache of explo-
sives seized in the Farid-
abad terror module case,
adding that the blast
was triggered by the
unstable nature of the
chemicals.

The material was part
of the 360 kg of explo-
sives, including ammo-
nium nitrate, recovered
from the rented accom-
modation of arrested
accused Dr Muzammil
Ganaie from Faridabad
and stored at the police
station.

The explosion took
place during a routine
inspection and sampling
process involving a Fo-
rensic Science Labora-
tory team, local police
personnel and revenue
officials, sources said.

The blast caused ex-
tensive damage to the

Jadeja completes
4,000 Test runs, enters
elite all-round club
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@™ Nine dead, 32 injured after Faridabad
explosives go off at J-K police station

B The blast tore through Nowgam police station, torching vehicles and shattering windows
in nearby homes. J&K DGP Nalin Prabhat said the explosion was an accident.

building and set sever-
al vehicles in the com-
pound on fire. Window-
panes of nearby houses
were also shattered, and
the impact was felt few
kilometres away.

Those killed in the
incident included three
personnel  from the
Forensic Science Lab-
oratory, two from the
Revenue Department in-
cluding a Naib Tehsildar,

A new Bangladesh steps
into Delhi with fresh
strategic signals

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

angladesh’s de-
cision to send its
National ~ Securi-
ty Adviser, Dr. Khalilur
Rahman, to the Colom-
bo Security Conclave
(CSC) in New Delhi is far
more ial than

Bangla National Security
Adviser; Dr: Khalilur Rahman

the diplomacy-on-paper
it appears to be. It marks
the first high-level securi-
ty engagement with India
since the ouster of Sheikh
Hasina — an event that
fractured a decade-long
alignment and injected
uncertainty into one of
South Asia’s most inter-
dependent relationships.
Hosted by India’s NSA
Ajit Doval from Novem-
ber 19—20, the seventh
CSC meeting brings to-
gether security chiefs
from Maldives, Mauri-

tius, Sri Lanka, and now
Bangladesh — a forum
that has expanded qui-
etly but deliberately
from a limited trilateral
maritime dialogue into
a broader Indian Ocean
security architecture. Its
agenda remains prac-
tical: maritime surveil-
lance, counterterrorism
coordination, and dis-
aster response. But this
year, the subtext matters
more than the text.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

two police photogra-
phers, one member of
the State Investigation
Agency, and a tailor. The
bodies have been tak-
en to the Police Control
Room in Srinagar.

At least 24 police per-
sonnel and three civil-
ians have been admitted
to various hospitals in
the city, the officials said.

The massive blast
smashed the quiet of the

Trump to proceed with
legal action against
BBC despite apology
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night and damaged the
police station building.
Small successive explo-
sions prevented imme-
diate rescue operations
by the bomb disposal
squad.

Jammu and Kashmir
Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) Nalin Prab-
hat on Saturday said the
explosion at the Now-
gam police station was
an “accidental blast”,

“However,

adding that the cause
was under investigation.

“During investigation,
an FIR No 162 of 2025
of PS Nowgam, a huge
quantity of explosives
was recovered from
Faridabad on Novem-
ber 9. This recovery like
the rest of the recover-
ies was transported and
kept securely in the open
area of Police Station
Nowgam,” Prabhat told
media persons at the
Police Control Room in
Srinagar.

“As part of the pre-
scribed procedure, the
samples of the recovery
have to be forwarded
for further forensic and
chemical ~examination.
On account of the volu-
minous nature of the re-
covery, this process was
going on for the last two
days by the FSL team,”
he said.

According to Prabhat,
the unstable and sensi-
tive nature of the mate-
rial meant the sampling
and handling were being
carried out with extreme
caution by the FSL team.
unfortunate-
ly at around 11.20 pm
last night, an accidental
CONTD ON PAGE-2

R.K. Singh resigns from BJP
following suspension from party

New Delhi

ormer Union min-

ister Raj Kumar

Singh on Saturday
resigned from the BJP,
taking exception to a
showcause notice that
said he was being "sus-
pended" for "anti-party”
activities.

Singh shared on social
media his letter to BJP
national president Jagat
Prakash Nadda in which
he said he was giving up
the primary member-
ship of the party follow-
ing the letter issued by
state headquarters earli-
er in the day.

He also shared his
letter to Arvind Sharma,
the in-charge of state
BJP headquarters, who
had issued the show-
cause and whom he in-
formed that he has sent
his resignation to the
national president.

In both letters, Singh
claimed his utterances
aimed at "curbing cor-
ruption and criminalisa-
tion of politics seem to
have made some people
uncomfortable".

Sharma had also shot
off similar letters to MLC
Ashok Kumar Agraw-
al and his wife Usha
Agrawal, the mayor of
Katihar, both of whom
had canvassed for their
son Saurabh, who was
contesting the Katihar
assembly seat on a ticket
of Vikassheel Insan Par-
ty, against sitting BJP
MLA and former Deputy

Bihar rejected Congress's 'Muslim
League-Maoist' combination: Modi

Surat

rime Minister Nar-
endra  Modi on
Saturday said the

people of Bihar have
rejected the Congress,
which has become a
Muslim League-Maoist
combination, and the
Opposition that spewed
the poison of casteism.

Taking a swipe at Ra-
hul Gandhi, he said even
the Congress' nationalist
leaders who had worked
with former prime min-
isters Indira Gandhi and
Rajiv Gandhi were sad
due to the actions of the
namdar.

Modi was speaking at
a programme organised
by Bihar natives living
in Gujarat's Surat city
to felicitate him for the
landslide victory of the
National =~ Democratic
Alliance in the assembly

polls in the eastern state.

He said the Congress'
spate of electoral defeats
in the last decade is a
matter of introspection
for that party.

The country has al-
ready rejected this "Mus-
lim League-Maoist Con-
gress' -- MMC. Many

nationalist leaders from
the Congress who once
worked ~with Indiraji
and Rajivji are also un-
happy with the actions
of the 'namdar’, said the
PM, hinting at Rahul
Gandhi.

The PM said many
Congress leaders have

HIGHLIGHT

® PM Modi said even
the Congress' nation-
alist leaders who had
worked with former
prime ministers Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gan-
dhi were sad due to the
actions of the namdar.

started saying that it is
now difficult to save the

party.

The NDA decimated
the Mahagathbandhan,
an alliance of Congress,
RJD and other parties,
in the Bihar assembly
elections, the results
of which were declared
on Friday, winning
over 200 seats in the
243-member House.
The Congress won only
six seats. Agency

A Tweet-Sized Revolution in Storytelling: Dinesh Singh’s
101 Twisted Tales Sparkles With Wit and Insight

M By Dr. Anil Kumar Singh

Editorial Advisor, Top Story
& Editor STAR Views

Dr. Anil Singh
New Delhi
n an age where atten-
tion spans are shrink-
ing and storytelling
constantly reinvents
itself, former Delhi Uni-
versity Vice-Chancellor
Dinesh Singh brings a
refreshing literary ex-
periment to the Indian
reading landscape. His
new book, 101 Twisted

Tales, is a compact col-
lection of micro-stories—
each under fifty words,
each ending with a
twist—that captures the
ironies, emotions, and
delicate truths of every-
day life with remarkable
brevity.

What began innocent-
ly—his daughter install-
ing Twitter (now X) on
his phone—soon turned
into an unexpected cre-
ative journey. Singh be-
gan posting short reflec-
tive narratives, and the
response was immediate.
Among those who no-
ticed was Shashi Tharo-
or, who personally called
Singh to say how much
he enjoyed the posts
and urged him to turn
them into a book. Singh
agreed, on one charming
condition: Tharoor must

write the foreword. Tha-
roor obliged, enriching
the book with his char-
acteristic literary grace
and lending the project a
unique blend of academ-
ic and cultural prestige.

The brilliance of 101
Twisted Tales lies in its
mathematical preci-
sion—a reflection of Sin-
gh's intellectual roots.
Each story resembles a
theorem: concise, struc-
tured, and culminating
in a surprising revela-
tion. The result is a form
that feels both ancient
and modern—part hai-
ku, part aphorism, part
micro-fiction. In just a
few lines, Singh man-
ages to evoke humour,
melancholy, nostalgia,
or introspection. It is
writing stripped to its
essence.

The themes range
widely:

« fleeting human encoun-
ters,

+social and cultural ob-
servations,

«memories and moral
paradoxes,

« celebrity anecdotes,
«and the quiet ironies of
Indian everyday life.

Whether reflecting on
Gandhi’s ideals, draw-
ing wisdom from per-
sonal experiences, or
capturing the quirks of

human behaviour, Singh
demonstrates that story
and substance need not
rely onlength. A thought,
when expressed clearly,
can be as powerful in 40
words as in 400.

The book’s launch on
11 November at the In-
dia International Centre,
New Delhi, attended by
eminent figures includ-
ing Padma Vibhushan
Sonal Mansingh, added
further weight to this
literary novelty. At just
128 pages, the book can
be read quickly, but its
insights linger. Many of
the tales deliver a gen-
tle jolt—reminders that
truth often hides in the
smallest corners of ex-
perience.

What makes this book
stand out is its successful
marriage of social-media

spontaneity and literary
craft. In transforming
tweet-sized ideas into an
art form, Singh opens a
new window in Indian
storytelling. He proves
that minimalism, when
executed with intent and
clarity, can be profound-
ly impactful.

101 Twisted Tales is
not just a book—it is a
conversation about how
we tell stories today. It
invites readers to pause,
reflect, and rediscover
the extraordinary within
the ordinary. For lovers
of short fiction, for ad-
mirers of elegant brevity,
and for readers looking
for inspiration in com-
pact form, this collec-
tion is a delightful and
inventive addition to
contemporary Indian
literature. Agency

HIGHLIGHT

W Joining the BIP in
2023, the former IAS
officer was repeatedly
attacking BIP leaders
during the Assembly
election and even ac-
cused the Nitish Kumar
govt of a 62,000 crore
power scam in Bihar

CM Tarkishor Prasad.

Singh, a  bureau-
crat-turned-politician,
who joined the BJP in
2014, months after retir-
ing as the Union home
secretary, has been
critical of leaders, like
Samrat Choudhary, a
deputy chief minister of
Bihar and a former state
BJP president, for their
alleged involvement in
criminal cases.

Singh, who failed to
retain his Ara Lok Sabha
seat for a third consec-
utive term in last year's
general elections, has also
expressed dissent over the
state government’s deal
with the Adani Group for
setting up a power plant
in Bhagalpur. Agency

NDA huddles
with Nitish

a day after
sweeping Bihar

Patna

With a landslide victory
in Bihar assembly polls
placing the NDA firmly
in the saddle, leaders of
the alliance on Saturday
appeared to have got
down to the brass tacks
of forming a new gov-
ernment in the state.

Coalition partners
made a beeline at 1,
Anne Marg, the official
residence of Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar, the
longest-serving  incum-
bent, who heads the
JD(U).

Notable visitors includ-
ed Union minister Chirag
Paswan, who is excited at
the prospects of his Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vi-
las) sharing power in the
state as well.

“I have congratulated
Nitish Kumar ji on the
victory. The NDA’s win
puts paid to the oppo-
sition’s false narrative
that there has been a rift
between the two of us.
Even during the cam-
paign, the CM canvassed
in seats where our can-
didate was contesting.
We reciprocated the
gesture and supported
the JD(U) candidate in
Alauli, which has been
our home turf,” Paswan
told reporters.

Situated in his native
Khagaria district, Alauli,
a reserved seat, was rep-
resented by the Union
minister’s late father Ram
Vilas Paswan in the 1970s,
and, after he became the
MP from Hajipur, uncle
Pashupati Kumar Paras
- now estranged from
the family - represented
the constituency several
times. Agency




Nine dead,

32 injured
after Faridabad
explosives go
off at J-K police

station
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explosion took place,”
he said.

The blast caused ex-
tensive damage to the
police station and shook
the surrounding area.
Windowpanes of many
residential houses were
shattered, and the im-
pact was felt 2—3 kilom-
eters from the site.

“Any other speculation
into the cause of this in-
cident is unnecessary,”
the DGP asserted. Ie
said nine people were
killed in the explosion,
while 27 policemen, two
revenue officials and
three civilians from ad-
jacent areas sustained
injuries. The injured
were immediately taken
to hospital.

Prabhat, said the po-
lice station building was
severely damaged and
nearby structures had
also suffered impact.
“The extent of this dam-
age is being ascertained.
The cause for this inci-
dent is being inquired
into,” he said.

While some of the ex-
plosives recovered have
been kept at forensic lab
of police, the major part
of the 360 kg of explo-
sives was stored at the
police station, where
the primary case for the
terror module was regis-
tered.

The explosives were
stored at the same police
station where the initial
FIR was registered in
mid-October after post-
ers threatening police
and security forces ap-
peared on walls in Bun-
pora, Nowgam.

Treating the inci-
dent as a serious threat,
Srinagar police regis-
tered a case on October
19 and formed a dedicat-
ed team.

A new Bangladesh
steps into

Delhi with fresh
strategic signals

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

For the Yunus-led in-
terim government, par-
ticipation ~serves two
goals. Tt signals insti-
tutional continuity at a
time of political volatil-
ity and positions Dhaka
as a cooperative regional
actor despite its domes-
tic turbulence. The gov-
ernment has stressed
renewed regionalism —
citing its leadership of
BIMSTEC and efforts to
revive SAARC — but the
real test lies in whether
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Film Industry Rattled as Police
Track Massive Trafficking Network

Mitali Chandola
umb:
film

umb:
industry, long
accustomed

to glamour, red car-
pets and high-stakes
reputations, has been
jolted into uneasy si-
lence as the city’s An-
ti-Narcotics Cell (ANC)
intensifies its investi-
gation into a sprawling
Ta52-crore drug traf-
ficking network sus-
pected to have connec-
tions with D-Company
operatives. What began
as a routine follow-up
to a narcotics seizure
has now widened into
one of the most dra-
matic probes the ANC
has handled in recent

years,
Sources within the in-
vestigation confirmed

that the probe expand-
ed sharply after the in-
terrogation of arrested
accused Shaikh, who
reportedly  provided
information about a se-

ries of high-profile par-
ties attended by several
individuals from the
entertainment industry.
Police documents de-
scribe these gatherings
as having taken place
at private farmhouses,
secluded venues, and
high-security estates on
the outskirts of Mum-
bai and Thane.
According  to  of-
ficers familiar with the
case, Shaikh’s state-

BML Munjal University
Closes SAAR 2025 on a High

Gurugram

BML Munjal University
(BMU), a Hero Group
initiative,  successfully
concluded the inaugural
edition of SAAR 2025
— Showcase of Action,
Achievement and Reflec-
tion on Friday.

Conceived as a tribute
to the vision and values
of Padma Bhushan Late
Dr. B.M.L. Munjal, the
event, which coincides
with Founder’s Day of
the university, brought
together the BMU com-
munity and its wider
network to celebrate
innovation, leadership,
and societal impact.

The inauguration cer-
emony began with an in-
vocation of the Almighty,
followed by a series of
felicitations of students
and alumni who have
excelled in their respec-
tive branches. Two key
Memoranda of Under-
standing (MoUs) were
signed, with Bosch India
Foundation and ICICI
Foundation.

While the former aims
to empower young inno-
vators and researchers
to develop impactful
technology-driven solu-
tions that advance sus-
tainable mobility, the
latter aims to promote
clean energy, efficient
resource utilization, and
environmentally re-
sponsible campus prac-
tices.

this outreach can rebuild Addressing  the es-
trust with India. teemed gathering, Mr
Delhi-Dhaka ties = Akshay Munjal, Pro
have undeniably cooled. = CI llor, BML Mun-

Bangladesh accuses In-
dia of shielding Hasina
after the student-led up-
rising forced her from
power, while India qui-
etly worries about rising
anti-India  sentiment
in Dhaka and the safe-
ty of Hindu minorities.
Against this backdrop,
Dhaka's presence at a
security forum hosted by
Doval is not routine — it
is strategic signalling.
The participation of
Maldives’ NSA Thrahim
Latheef, Mauritius’ NSA
Vivek Johri, and Sri Lan-
ka's Defence Secretary
Air Vice Marshal (Retd.)
Sampath Thuyacontha
underscores a  broad-
er shift: Indian Ocean
states are repositioning
themselves amid new
geopolitical currents and
domestic recalibrations.

FOR ADVERTISING IN

jal University, said: “At
BMU, we have always
believed that educa-
tion is the most strate-
gic investment a nation
can make. Guided by
the Hero philosophy of
learning by doing, em-
pathy-led  leadership
and service to communi-
ty, we created a univer-
sity that bridges the gap
between what industry
needs and what society
aspires for. SAAR re-

ED uncovers builder’s hidden network of ghost

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

In a country where the
dream of homeowner-
ship often demands a
lifetime of savings, the
Enforcement  Directo-
rate’s latest case cuts
deeper than yet another
financial crime. It ex-
poses the fragile archi-
tecture of trust on which
India’s housing ecosys-
tem rests—and how eas-
ily one promoter’s greed
can turn that structure
into a trap door.

The ED's search oper-
ations across Delhi-NCR

flects that commitment
to nurture leaders who
not only excel profes-
sionally but also uplift
the world around them.”

Shah to chair North-
ern Zonal Council meet
in Faridabad on Monday

New Delhi: Union
Ilome Minister Amit
Shah will chair a meet-
ing of the Northern Zon-
al Council (NZC) that
will be held on Monday
in Faridabad, Haryana,
officials said.

Chief ministers  of
Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh, lieu-
tenant governors of Del-
hi, Jammu and Kashmir,
and Ladakh, and the ad-
ministrator of Chandi-
garh, among others, are
likely to participate in
the meeting.

Coordination among
the state governments,
water sharing issues and
de\elopment work are

d to be d

ments form only one
part of the evidentiary
trail, and investigators
are treating them as
claims requiring ver-
ification, not findings
of guilt. The ANC has
been  cross-checking
his disclosures against
digital evidence, finan-
cial trails, surveillance
inputs, and electronic
communication  pat-
terns associated with
the narcotics network.

However, what has
shaken Bollywood is not
the naming of any par-
ticular celebrity—none
have been officially ac-
cused—but the scale
and seriousness of the
criminal network un-
der scrutiny. The syn-
dicate under investiga-
tion is believed to have
routed drugs, money
and logistical support
through hawala chan-
nels, offshore handlers,

Sources within the
investigation con-
firmed that the probe
expanded sharply af-
ter the interrogation
of arrested accused
Shaikh, who report-
edly provided infor-
mation about a series
of high-profile parties
attended by several in-

dividuals from the en-

and local peddlers tied
to D-Company-linked
operatives, making the
probe both sensitive
and internationally sig-
nificant.

Investigators empha-
sise that no Bollywood
actor has been booked,
arrested, or summoned
in connection with the
case so far. They also
caution that statements
made by accused per-
sons are not evidence

unless  independently
corroborated.

Still, the very men-
tion of the industry
during  interrogation
has sent ripples across
production houses, PR
agencies, and celebri-
ty management circles.
Phones are switched off,
lawyers are on stand-
by, and publicists are
scrambling to contain
speculation as the ANC
continues to widen its
net.

Officials  say the
probe is now in a “crit-
ical stage,” with teams
analysing bank records,
farmhouse entry logs,
CCTV footage and mo-
bile extractions to deter-
mine whether Shaikh's
claims hold ground or
collapse under scrutiny.

For now, Mumbai Po-
lice maintains a firm
line: “The investigation
is ongoing. Only veri-
fied evidence—not ru-
mours—will dictate the
next steps.”

'Our Air, Our Lives": Gurugram children issue
urgent mandate for action on Air pollutlon

TSN/Gurugram:
On Children’s Day, tl

District Administra-
tion, Gurugram, and the
Raahgiri ~ Foundation

hosted "Our Air, Our
Lives," a powerful panel
discussion dedicated to
Amplif\'ing the voices of
the city's youngest cit-
izens on the persistent
public health erisis of
air pollution. Held at
the Museo Camera Cen-
tre for the Photographic
Arts, the event brought
together five child pan-
elists, administrative
leadership, and medical
experts to underscore
the human cost of envi-
ronmental degradation.
The program success-
fully centered the chil-
dren’s emotional plea
as a demand for imme-
diate, actionable policy.
Students, some hold-
ing handmade placards,
shared poi; personal

in the 32nd NZC meet-
ing, officials said on Sat-
urday.

The meeting bears
significance as it will
be held days after a
white-collar’ terror
module was busted fol-
lowing the recovery of a
huge amount of explo-
sives in Faridabad in a
coordinated operation
by multiple state and
central agencies.

Explosives linked to
the terror module are
suspected to have been
used in the Red Fort
blast on November 10
that left 13 people dead.

The explosives seized
in  Faridabad, which
were taken to Jammu
and Kashmir, also led
to an accidental blast in
a police station in Now-
gam, killing nine people
and injuring 32 others.

The explosion oc-
curred around 11:20
pm on Friday when a
specialised team was
extracting samples from
the "unstable" cache of
explosives.

and other states unrav-
elled what investigators
describe as a system-
atic laundering mecha-
nism tied to Ocean Sev-
en Buildtech Pvt. Ltd.
(OSBPL). The agency
arrested Swaraj Singh
Yadav, the firm's Man-
aging Director, recov-
ering ¥86 lakh in cash
and a trove of digital
evidence. But the num-
bers, while striking, hide
the real story: an alleged
betrayal of homebuyers
who believed they were
investing in stability, not
subsidising deception.

testimonies about how
toxic air restricts their
health, education, and ba-
sic right to play outdoors.
The event was inaugu-
rated by Shri Ajay Ku-
mar, IAS, DC Gurugram,
and featured a medical
perspective from Dr. Ra-
chita Chopra, Thoracic
Surgeon from Medanta.
The powerful discussion
was moderated by Jyoti
Pande Lavakare, journal-
ist and author of the book
Breathing Here is Injuri-
ous to Your ITealth.

The young panelists
delivered a unified mes-
sage that the ongoing
crisis is forcing unac-
ceptable choices upon
their daily routines and
educational access.

Prince, 17, Young Con-
tent Creator and Mar-
athon Runner, linked
health to urban infra-
structure demands:

"I am a marathon run-
ner, but in this air, my
parents don’t let me run,
because it is so danger-
ous for my health. If we
want citizens to be ac-

According to the Sr.
official of ED, Yadav or-
chestrated a multilay-
ered operation that si-
phoned funds meant for
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) projects.
The alleged modus oper-
andi reads like a manual
in_ manipulation—can-
celling allotments, re-
selling the same units
at inflated prices with-
out refunding earlier
buyers, pocketing dual
premiums, and routing
proceeds into shell en-
tities. Parking spaces
became miniature cash

tive, we must prioritize
policy that creates safe,
walkable cities. That is
the concrete solution
T am asking DC Sir to
commit to today."

Sneha, College Stu-
dent from LSR, empha-
sized the policy vacuum:

"I wake up dreading
my commute to col-
lege, knowing TI'll be
exposed to this level of
pollution for hours. We
have to question the
motivations behind why
these problems persist.
Addressing  this  envi-
ronmental crisis must
become our foremost
political demand."

Bismann Singh, oth
Grade, Heritage School,
offered a nuanced per-
spective on farm fires:

"I feel suffocated and
simply cannot breathe
properly when the pollu-
tion peaks. While stub-
ble burning absolutely
should not be done, we
must remember that
farmers often lack alter-
natives. The government
must provide them with
the necessary resources
and help before expect-
ing compliance.”

Harshit, 5th Standard,
Happy School, demand-
ed aggressive ecological
solutions:

"My solution is clear

hubs; bank channels
were mere formali-
ties overshadowed by
cash-driven excess.
What makes the case
particularly troubling
is its human silhouette.
The ED notes an accel-
erated liquidation of
personal and company
assets across Gurgaon,
Maharashtra and Ra-
jasthan, just as Yadav's
family moved to the
United States—an un-
settling detail suggest-
ing a calculated exit
strategy. For thousands
of ordinary families,

and simple: we should
plant more trees—thou-
sands of them! Stubble
burning is hurting the
farmers themselves
before it hurts us, so it
must stop. Planting and
protection are the fastest
ways to clean our air."

Jyoti, Student from
Literacy India, described
the untenable dilemma
facing students:

"My mother tells me
not to go to school when
1 wake up because the
pollution is too severe,
but I have to study. What
am I supposed to do? 1
never ask my family for
ﬁrecracl\em because I

d the environ-

management. NGOs
and RWAs are coming
forward, I'm sure collec-
tively we will deal with
this challenge. We are

committed to strengthen- |

ing the necessary policy
frameworks to deliver it."
Sarika Panda,
Co-founder and Trustee,
Raahgiri ~ Foundation,
and Director, Nagarro,
underscored the urgen-
cy of translating advoca-
ey into infrastructure:
"The children’s cour-
age confirms that air
quality is a human rights
issue that demands en-
gineering solutions. Our
work on walkable streets
and loy zones

mental impact—we need
the system to respect the
environment as much as
we do."
Leadership,  Iealth,
and the Call for System-
ic Change Ajay Kumar,
IAS, DC Gurugram, ac-
knmvledged the existing
policy gaps and affirmed
the administrative com-
mitment to action:
"CAQM is body has
imposed restrictions on
classes till 5, in a hybrid
model, various activi-
ties are being carried
out, there are gaps, and
T know we have to im-
prove capacity for en-
forcement and project

delayed possession is
a nightmare; for some
developers, it appears
to be a business model.

The midnight pro-
duction of the accused
before the Patiala
House Courts and the
court’s  decision to
grant 14 days’ custody
underscore the seri-
ousness with which the
Jjudiciary views the alle-
gations. At its core, this
case is not just about
illicit proceeds—it is
about the rupture of a
social promise. Hous-
ing is not merely an

15 directly aimed at tack-
ling the vehicular pollu-
tion that prevents these
children from having a
healthy future."

Dr. Rachita Chopra,
Thoracic Surgeon from
Medanta, issued a direct
warning on the long-
term  health impact:
"When a school holds its
sports day in 300 AQI,
we are hurting our chil-
dren, which can lead
to  neuroinflaimmation
and long-term issues
like ADHD. We must
immediately recognize
and treat this state of air
quality as a health emer-
gency.

deals

economic transaction;
it is a contract of dig-
nity, security, and as-
piration. When that
contract is violated,
the consequences rip-
ple far beyond balance
sheets.

The ED’s commit-
ment to track and re-
cover diverted funds
offers a measure of ac-
countability. But it also
raises a blunt question:
How many more fam-
ilies must lose before
regulatory vigilance be-
comes preventive rath-
er than reactive?

MHA’s silent
shake-up sets
anew tone

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

In a government eco-
system where files often
outlive the hands that
draft them, the Ministry
of Home Affairs’ Special
Campaign 5.0 became
more than an admin-
istrative exercise—it
emerged as a rare mo-
ment of introspection.
Conducted from October
2 to October 31, 2025,
the campaign sought to
institutionalize  clean-
liness and dismantle
pendency, echoing
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's long-stated
vision of a state machin-
ery that is both efficient
and accountable. But
beneath the headline
numbers lies a deep-
er story: a bureaucracy
learning, perhaps slowly,
to breathe again.

Under the direction
of Union Home Minis-
ter and Minister of Co-
operation Amit Shah,
field and outstation of-
fices—those where the
public encounters the
most friction—received
critical attention. What
began as a list of 4,187
sites expanded to an am-
bitious 7,678, signalling
the Ministry’s recogni-
tion that the nation’s ad-
ministrative arteries of-
ten choke not in Delhi’s
corridors, but in remote,
everyday outposts where
a single missing file can
stall a citizen’s life.

The statistics of the
campaign tell their own
tale of scale and strain re-
lieved. A total of 119 ref-
erences from Members
of Parliament and 199
from state governments
were addressed—a re-
minder of the persistent
political and administra-
tive demands that crowd
the Centre's working
bandwidth.  Addition-
ally, 3,977 public griev-
ances and 718 appeals
were resolved, marking
a meaningful dent in
the chronic backlog that
erodes citizens’ trust in
the system.

| PUBLIC NOTICE |

This s to inform the general public
at large that my client, Smt. Megha
Kumari W/ ectal Kumar R/o
77, G or — 11, Vasundhra
Ghaziabad, Pincode — 201012 (UID

No. 967327498778) is the absolute
owner of the builtup Residential
Unitof Seeond Floor No, 304, (Right
Side Back Portion) without Roof
Terrace rights, with proportionate
Area measuring 93 Sq. Yds, built
42 (Part)

on property bearing no, ©
and 43, Area (Out of
out of Khasra No
10, situated in the Re
Village M:
“olony kno %
Uttarn Nagar, New Defhi — 110059,
with common car parking space
at ground floar. The GPA and ATS
stands duly ed in favour of
my client. It is hereby notified for
the information of the general public
that any person dealing with the
aforesud property with any third
party. other than my said client
shall be doing so at his/her own risk.
cost, and consequences, and any
such transaction shall be treated as
null and void. 1F any person has any
claim, right. or interest in the said
property, heishe is herchy called
upon to submit the ssme along
with supporting documents to the
undersigned within 15 days from the
date of publication of this notice

Anand Kumar Singh
Advocate
En. No. DI2016/2013

Chamber No. 720, Lawyer's
Chamber Dwarka District Court
Complex Dwarka Sector-10,
New Delhi- 110075
Mobile No: 9654185269

| PUBLICNOTICE |

Be it known to all wemed that
my Client Sh, Azad Singh S/o Late
Sh Hari Singh Rfo 439, Malian
Panna, Village Dichaon, New
Delhi-110043, was disowned and
disinherited his son namely
@ Chilki along with his wife Smt
Sonia @ Koyal Sharma from all
her moveable and  immoveable
properties and got it published in
twa local newspapers of Hindi and
English dated 30102025,

g et

publication is null and v e
(YOGESH SHARMA)
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO. 424 AND 860,
DWARKA COURTS COMPLEX,
NEW DELHI-110075
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Sood flags garbage neglect in ward 95 as
Delhi Govt infuses X175 Cr into MCD cleanup

Diksha
New Delhi

elhi Urban De-

velopment Min-

ister  Ashish

Sood on Satur-
day inspected multiple lo-
cations in Ward 95 (Vish-
nu Garden), Rajouri Gar-
den, as part of a citywide
cleanliness review initiat-
ed by the Chief Minister.

The Minister visited B-
Block Barat Ghar, J-6
Store, A-Block Post Office,
and the area near SBI
Bank to assess sanitation
conditions and interact
with residents.

Sood said the Delhi Gov-
ernment is taking “multi-
level measures” to
strengthen waste manage-
ment and restore the cap-
ital’s sanitation system.

He noted that on the

Chief Minister's eall, all
Ministers were on the
ground monitoring clean-
liness work to ensure a
healthier city and to con-

2 minors among 3 held

for stabbing m

I\

New Delhi

Three people, including
two minors, have been ar-
rested for allegedly stab-
bing a man to death over
an old enmity in north-
east Delhi's New Usman-
pur, an official said on Sat-
urday.

A stabbing incident was
reported at around 11.40
pm on Friday at JPC Hos-
pital, where a 25-year-old
man from New Usmanpur
was broughtby a friend in
a critical condition. The
attending doctors declared
him "brought dead".

A case was registered
under charges of murder
and joint liability.

an to death

A forensic team visited
the crime scene and col-
lected exhibits for exami-
nation. The victim's body
was shifted to the GTB
Hospital for post-mortem,
the official added.
During the probe, po-
lice identified three sus-
pects, two of whom are
minors. All three have
been taken into custody,
and the knife used in the
stabbing has been recov-
ered, a senior officer said.
Preliminary enquiry sug-
gests the murder stemmed
from an old dispute be-
tween the parties, police
said, adding that further
investigation is underway.

tribute to the vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan.

In a major move to sup-

port city
government has released
%175 crore as special fi-
nancial assistance to the
Municipal Corporation to

help clear contractors’
pending dues. He added
that additional proposals
for financial support are
being prepared at the Cab-
inetlevel.

Sood criticised the pre-
vious tenure of the Aam
Aadmi Party in the Mu-
nicipal Corporation, alleg-
ing that “mismanagement
and faulty contracts” over
two and a half years weak-
ened the system, causing
widespread deterioration
in sanitation services. He
said the current adminis-
tration is working “with
full seriousness” to rectify
long-standing issues cre-
ated over nearly three
decades.

During the visit, resi-
dents informed the Minis-
ter that garbage often re-
mains uncollected for days

and that sanitation work-
ers frequently leave tasks
incomplete, resulting in
foul smell and health con-
cerns.

Sood issued strict warn-
ings to MCD officials, san-
itation staff, and garbage
collection agencies, di-
recting them to ensure
timely waste removal, reg-
ular cleaning of hotspot
areas, and focused dust
control measures.

He urged residents to
send daily photographs of
overflowing bins and stag-
nant water to his personal
mobile number, assuring
swift action. Emphasising
community participation,
Sood said collective efforts
would help strengthen Del-
hi’s sanitation system and
intensify the fight against
pollution.

CM Rekha Gupta launches portal for

online renewal o

New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Saturday launched
a portal for online renewal of
fire safety certificates, and
said the move will boost ease
of doing business in the cap-
ital.

Developed jointly by the
National Informatics Cen-
tre (NIC) and the Delhi gov-
ernment, the portal will fa-
cilitate the renewal of fire
safety certificates required by
buildings and other estab-
lishments, officials said.

The mandatory annual
selfcertification report re-
quired during the validity
period can also be submitted
through the portal, they said.

The applicants need to
provide four basic details in
the user-friendly system —
the address of the premises,
PAN, customer account
number on the electricity
bill, and the previous fire
clearance certificate num-
ber, Delhi Home Minister
Ashish Sood said.

Previously, the fire safety
certificate renewal process

Delhi's air quality ' very poor' as
mercury dips to 9.7 deg C season's lowest

New Dethi

Delhi's air quality remained
in the 'very poor' category for
a second consecutive day on
Saturday with 16 monitoring
stations logging 'severe’ AQIL,
while the minimum tem-
perature dipped to 9.7 de-
grees Celsius -- the season’s
lowest so far.

The capital's three-day
streak of 'severe' air quality
ended on Friday, with the
overall Air Quality Index
(AQI) settling at 387 in the
'very poor’ category.

On Saturday, the 24-hour
average AQI stood at 386,
also in the 'very poor' range.
according to the 4 pm bul-
letin issued by the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB).

Several parts of the city
continued to breathe toxic
air, with 16 stations reporting
‘severe' AQI on Saturday.

Bawana recorded the high-

est AQI at 443, followed by
‘Wazirpur at 434, according
to the CPCB's Sameer app.

According to the CPCB,
anAQIbetween o and 50 is
considered 'good’, 51-100
‘satisfactory’, 101-200 'mod-
erate', 201-300 'poor’, 301~
400 'very poor', and 401-
500 'severe'.

PMi0o and PM2.5, refer-
ring to particulate matter
measuring ten micrometres
and 2.5 micrometres, re-
spectively, rémained the

dominant pollutants.

According to the Decision
Support System (DSS), a
mechanism used by the In-
dian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM), Pune,
for air guality analysis and
forecast, stubble burning
emissions comprised 16.3
per centof Delhi's pollutants
on Saturday, while vehicular
emissions accounted for 18.3
per cent, the highest share
among all sources.

The forecast suggests that

Sirsa reviews sanitation and
cleanliness in Vasant Kunj

New Delhi
Delhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa on
Saturday inspected and re-
viewed the status of sanita-
tion and cleanliness at Vas-
ant Kunj.

Sirsa said the government
has identified 62 major pol-
lution hotspots in the city,
where dust and traffic arekey
contributors to poar air qual-
ity, and is taking steps to
address them.

He highlighted that road
dust, construction sites, and
other sources of PM10 are

major reasons for the city's
poallution and noted that ef-
forts are underway to im-
prove conditions.

Speaking to the reporters,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said,

"There is a lot of work to be
done on the roads. There
are many lacks in the sani-
tation... The major reason of
pollution in Delhi is PM10,
which is due to the con-
struction sites, dust on the
roads, and many other rea-
sons. We have identified 62
such hotspots where traffic
or dust are the major rea-
sons, and we are working on
all of them. We have re-
viewed all the hotspots of
Vasant Kunj and Vasant Vi-
har. There is a lot of work
needed in this..."

1T
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was entirely manual, pos-
ing substantial challenges
for the applicants and the
Delhi Fire Services (DFS), as
the applicants were required
to visit the DFS offices re-
peatedly for document sub-
mission and verification, an
official statement said.

Manual file processing led
tofrequent delays, involved
the risk of misplaced docu-
ments, and provided inade-
quate transparency. Even
obtaining a status update
required a physical visit,
making the system time-
consuming and inefficient,
the statement said.

The online system has now

stubble burning will con-
tribute 14.5 per cent to the
capital's pollution on Sunday.

Satellite data indicates 104
farm fire incidents in Punjab,
24 in Haryana and 129 in Ut-
tar Pradesh on Thursday.

Meanwhile, the city
recorded its lowest mini-
mum temperature of the
season so far on Saturday,
with the mercury settling at
9.7 degrees Celsius, 3.8
notches below normal, ac-
cording to the India Mete-
orological ~ Department
(IMD).

The maximum tempera-
ture stood at 26.6 degrees
Celsius, 1.9 notches below
normal.

According to IMD data,
the lowest November tem-
perature last year was
recorded at9.5 degrees Cel-
sius on November 29, while
in 2023, it was 9.2 degrees
Celsius on November 23.

I T\ﬂ
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transformed the process into
a fully digital, paperless, and
citizen-friendly window,
where the applicants can
submit their renewal form
digitally along with all nec-
essary documents, it said.

Automated, zone-based
routing ensures that appli-
cations are instantly for-
warded to the relevant offi-
cials.

During inspection, the
DFS officials will visit the
premises and upload the in-
spection Teport directly to
the portal, the statement
said. Once all approvals are
complete, the fire safety cer-
tificate will be generated and

f fire safet_y certificates

issued online, and the appli-
cants will receive SMS and
email notifications at every
stage, it said.

The chief minister said
that over the past eight
months since assuming
charge, the Delhi govern-
ment has introduced sever-
al reforms to benefit the
traders, citizens, and insti-
tutions across the city.

Processes relating to fire
permits, licensing, and oth-
er statutory approvals have
been simplified, made more
transparent, and integrated
through a single-window
‘mechanism, she said.

Earlier, multiple agencies
were involved, resulting in
procedural delays and in-
convenience (to people),
Gupta added.

In alignment with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
vision of 'Digital India’, the
Delhi government remains
committed to delivering a
'Digital Delhi' where servic-
es are faceless, transparent,
and technology-driven, the
chief minister said.

21-year old student held for

rash driving car impounded

Gurugram
The Gurugram Police have
arrested a 21-year-old BA
final-year student for reck-
less driving and seized his
car, police said on Satur-
day.

An FIR was registered in
this regard at Sadar police
station, and the student
was released on bail after
joining the investigation,
they said.

According to an official,
a police team deployed on
an emergency response
vehicle (ERV) near DPG
college in Gurugram Sec-
tor 34 on Friday spotted a
black Hyundai Verna car -
- with a "BLACKLISTED"
sign for its front number
plate and a "YADAV" sign
for its rear -- being driven
recklessly.

‘When the team signalled
the driver to stop, he halt-
ed the car several steps
ahead and tried to flee,
but the police nabbed him,

An FIR was
registered in this
regard at Sadar
police station,
and the student
was released on
bail after joining
the investigation,
they said.

the officer said.

"The accused, identified
as Sonu -- resident of
Kharkhara village in
Haryana's Rewari district
—1is a BA final year student
at DPG college,” the Gu-
rngram Police spokesper-
son said, adding that the
accused had removed the
front and rear number
plates and replaced them
with the "BLACKLISTED"
and "YADAV" signs.

Noida steps up cleanliness
drive as Authority cracks

Ajit Kumar
Noida

Noida is pushing harder
than ever to climb to the
top spot in the Swachh
Survekshan rankings, and
the Noida Authority has
moved into an intensive
enforcement mode to make
that happen. With the na-
tional cleanliness survey
approaching, officials are
focusing on cleaner public
spaces, stronger waste
management, and strict ac-
tion against those who flout
the rules.

The Authority, which
takes part in the survey
every year, has been con-
ducting regular field in-
spections across the city.
Officers say the goal is not
only to improve the city’s
score but also to build a
cleaner and more attractive
urban environment for res-
idents. Teams are visiting
industrial pockets. com-
mercial stretches, and res-
idential sectors, ensuring
that waste is handled ac-
cording to the law. Any vi-
olation is being dealt with
on the spot.

A Tecent inspection led
by Indu Prakash Singh
from the Public Health De-
partment and Project En-
gineer Gaurav Bansal
brought a major lapse to
the surface. While survey-
ing Sector 54 and the ad-
Jjoining MP2 Road near A-
8, officials found garbage
dumped in bags marked
with the branding of M/s
APML, better known as
Aggarwal Packers and
Movers Ltd. The waste
bags were traced to the
company’s branch in Sector
60, B-23.

‘When the inspection
team visited the site, they
found clear violations of
the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP). Accord-
ingto officials, the compa-
ny was burning waste on
the main road and dispos-
ing of garbage in the open,
both of which are prohib-
ited under pollution control
and waste management
norms.

Taking note of the viala-
tions, the Authority im-
posed a fine of Rs 1,00,000
on the firm. Officials also
issued firm instructions
that any further disregard
of GRAP norms or the Sol-
id Waste Management
Rules 2016 would invite
stronger punitive action.

The Authority has indi-
cated that this is only the
beginning of a more ag-
gressive cleanliness push.
With the aim of securing
the first rank nationwide,
officials say Noida will con-
tinue to intensify inspec-
tions, enforce compliance,

DMRC reopens two gates at Lal Quila
Metro Station days after Delhi blast

New Delhi
The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) on Satur-
day reopened two gates at
Lal Quila Metro station.

The gates were closed af-
ter the blast near the Red
Fort in the national capital
that killed 12 people and left
several injured.

In apost onX, the DMRC
said, "Gate number 2 &3 at
Lal Quila Metro Station are
now open for commuters."

On Thursday, the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation

(DMRC) announced the clo-
sure of Lal Quila Metro Sta-
tion until further notice due
to security reasons.

According to the DMRC,
entry and exit at the Lal
Quila station have been tem-
porarily suspended, and
services will remain halted
until clearance is received
from the concerned security
agencies.

"The Lal Quila Metro Sta-
tion will remain closed till
further notice due to securi-
ty reasons. All other metro

stations and lines are func-
tioning as per schedule," the
DMRC said in an official
statement.

The station, located on the
Violet Line of the Delhi
Metro, serves as akey access
point for several prominent
landmarks, including the
historic Red Fort, Jama
Masjid, and the bustling
Chandni Chowk area. The
temporary closure is expect-
ed to impact daily com-
muters and tourists visiting
0ld Delhi, especially during

peak hours and weekends.

Earlier, fresh CCTV
footage surfaced showing
the prime accused, Dr Umar
Un Nabi, entering the na-
tional capital through the
Badarpur border in an izo
car, further tightening the net
around the accused in the
ongoing blast investigation.

In the footage, Umar was
seen arriving at the Badarpur
toll plaza, where he stopped
his vehicle, took out cash,
and handed it to the toll col-
lector.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

and ensure that every vio-
lator is held accountable.

PUBLIC NOTICE

“This is to inform to public at large
that my client Shaukat All alias
Shokat Ali, son of Shri Rehmat
i, resident of House No. 43F,
Railway Colony, Tughlakabad,
Badarpur, South Delhi — 110044,
has severad al relationship with
his son, namely Arshad Ali and
disowned and debarred him
from all their movable and im-
mavable properties as he has be-
come disobedient, bad behavior,
conductand he is out of control
of my above-mentioned client,
and my client has nothing to do
‘with him. My dient shall not be
responsible for his acts, deeds. If
any persan deals with him, then
they will be doing that at their
own risk, costand conse-
quences.

Deepak Gupta

Advocate

Ch. No.444, Saket Court, New
Delhi-17

This is to inform to public at large
that my client Shaukat Ali alias
Shokat All, son of Shri Rehmat
Ali, resident of House No. 43F,
Railway Colony, Tughlakabad,
Badarpur, South Delhi - 110044,
has severed all relationship with
his wife, namely Mrs. Shabnam
and disowned and debarred her
from all their movable and im-
movable properties as my said
wife Mrs. Shabnam is weak-
minded and mentally unstable,
she has become disobedient. My
client shall not be responsible for
heracts, deeds, transactions,
dealings, or fiability in any man-
nerwhatsoever. If any person
deals with her, then they will be
doing that at their own risk, cost
and consequences.

Deepak Gupta

Advocate

Ch. No.444, Saket Court, New
Delhi-17

Know to all the General Public
that my clients Shri. Azad Singh
Lukhar son of Late Shri Raghbir
Singh and Shri Pankaj Kumar
Lukhar both resident of B-690,
Weavers Colony, Ashok Vihar,
Phase-IV, Delhi-110052 have sev-
ered all their relations from their
nephew/grandson Shri Shivam
Lukhar {A.NO.7098 4031 1051)
andalso have been disinherited
from all their as sets(movable
andimmovable) with immediate
effects, due to his willfull disobe-
dience behaviour and aggressive
temperamentand making unso-
cial and unparfiamentarily re-
marks towards my above said
clients, f any act or deed, activi-
ties are committed by the above
said disowned person, in any
manner, my clients shall not be
resporsible or liable for any such
acts deeds, or activity committed
or performed or incurred liability
by the above said disowned per-
san, Further any person, if deals
or negatiates with above named
disowned persan in any form or
manner then he/she shal| do so
at their own risk and my clients
shall have no cancern to that.
ADV, PRASHANT KUMAR
Chamber No.6, Civil Side, Tis
Hazari Court, Delhi

Office at B-757, Weavers
Colony, Ashok Vihar, Delhi

My dient Naresh kumar pingolia,
5/ shri Kalu Ram R/0 16/1211-
£, Khalsa Nagar, Padam Singh
Road Balaji Gali Sabji Mandi,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi-05,00
served his Relation with his legal-
ly wedded wife namely Santosh
his son namely Lovedeep and
with his Daughter Kaniska dis-
owned all of these family mem-~
bers from his Movable and Im-
movable property no.16/1211
with immediate effect and I any
person deals with any Movable
and Immovable Property in any
manner then my dientshall not
be responsible for that.

RANJAN KHATUMARIA
(ADVOCATE)

100, Gajanand Block, Tis Hazari
Court Delhi-110054
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The mad rush for entertainment apps
and the rise of pornography

| he digital revolution has transformed the
world with equal rapidity, impacting our
means of entertainment. Mobile phones,
the internet, and cheap data have taken
entertainment from homes and directly
into the hands and pockets of everyone. Today, hun-
dreds of entertainment apps—web series, short video
platforms, social media streaming, and live shows—
vie for viewers’ attention every second. As wondk
ful as this convenience may seem, it also raises deep
concerns. This very ease has dangerously altered the
definition of entertainment. Entertainment no longer
means art, culture, storytelling, or sensitivity—but
rather a blind competition for high views, viral con-
tent, and provocative scen

Toda\ many apps deliberately promote obsceni-
ty, vulgarity, lewd dialogue, and provocative scenes.
This content neither exemplifies creativity nor does
it expand social consciousness. The goal is simply to
increase viewership, and through these viewership,
profit from advertising and subscriptions. The en-
tertainment industry has reached a point where the
prestige of art and culture is becoming meaningless
in the face of economic greed.

Indian cinema, theater, and literature were once
considered a medium for preserving society’s values.
The power of storytelling, dialogue, acting, and imag-
ination compelled audiences to think. Today, digital
platforms have created a completely opposite envi-
ronment. Web series ;md short videos feature offen~
sive language, unabashed obscenity, and
intimate scenes as if they represent “modernity” or
“realism.” The truth is that this is not reality, but a
deliberately created illusion—intended to keep the
viewer captivated through excitement and sensation-
alism.

The younger generation is paying the biggest price
for this race. Teenagers have mobile phones in their
hands, and within them, they have access to a world
that influences them without restraint. Adolescence
is a time when personality, thinking, morality, and
social values are formed. However, the content avail-
able on these apps gives them a fast-paced, shallow,
and often confusing perspective. Misconceptions
about relationships are formed, respect for wom-
en diminishes, and a tendency to view life solely in
terms of physical attraction, materialism, and ap-
pearance increases.

The type of content today’s youth consumes daily
is gradually changing their behavior, words, emo-
tions, and assessment of life. What they perceive
as “entertainment” or “trends” is actually creating a
sense of worthlessness and depression within them.
Many psychologists believe that this type of content,
while appealing to the eyes, puts a heavy burden on
the mind. Fast-paced scenes, vulgar dialogue, uncon-
trolled emotions, and aggressive presentations are
bound to affect any teenager’s mental balance.

But there’s another aspect to the problem—content
creators and app companies resort to terms like “user

ndia is on a new flight now. This fli;
achieve the goals of national security and
sustainable development through space. The
powerful rockets and satellites of the Indi-
an Space Research Organisation (ISRO) are
playing an important role in achieving these dreams,
proving their capabilities and competencies while
setting new records. The most recent achievement
came on November 2, when ISRO launched the
country’s heaviest satellite, Gsat-7R from its most
powerful rocket (LBM3-M5). Developed to meet the
strategic and operational needs of Indian Navy, this
satellite is an example of India’s self-sufficiency as
well as growing credibility in world space market.
When it comes to the advancement of space, the is-
sue is with heavy satellites and powerful rockets. The
future space race is about the ability to carry heavy
satellites, build space stations and send missions to
the moon and Mars. The international competition
in this case is increasing day by day. In fact, the US
government agency NASA and pn\ vate agency SpaceX
are in competition with Russia’s Raskasmas, China’s
CNSA and Europe’s ESA agencies. US SpaceX is de-
veloping the world’s most powerful rocket Falcon
Heavy and Starship, which will be capable of carrying
over a hundred tons of payload. China is also con-
tinuing to build super-rockets like its Heavy Rock-
et Long March 5B and Long March 9 for the future.
These powerful rockets include Russia’s protons and
the name of the rocket Angara being developed. The
successful launch of the four and a half tonne com-
munications satellite Gsat-7R (CMS 03) has empow-
ered India and ISRO, which is essential to put the
country at the forefront in strategic, scientific and
commercial missions. It is noteworthy that the Jsat-
7R is India’s heaviest communication satellite ever.
This satellite with many state-of-the-art indigenous
technical components has been specifically devel-
oped to meet the operational and strategic require-
ments of Indian Navy. Being able to launch heavy
satellites indicates that India has now achieved the
efficiency for which there was never an alternative
outside of Russia or US space agencies. As far as the
Gsat-7R capabilities are concerned, it can be called
the most modern communication platform of Indi-
an Navy. This will multiply the Navy’s space-based
communication system and maritime surveillance
capabilities. The satellite will provide comprehensive
and improved telecommunications services to the In-
dian Ocean region. It has such modern devices that
absorb and communicate audio, data and video links
quickly installed, which will meet the needs of secure,
deployed and real-time communication between In-
dian Navy ships, aircraft, submarines and maritime
operations centers. Obviously, it will be an impor-
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Inthe race for high profits, digital platforms are leaving behind art, sensitivity and social values and making obscenity

the new ‘entertainment’

choice,” “adult tags,” or “viewer discretion” to deflect
responsibility. They argue that viewers should choose
what they want to watch. This argument isn’t entirely
wrong, but it’s certainly incomplete. Because when
an app bases its entire marketing strategy on provoc-
ative and inflammatory content, viewers’ choices are
less free and more influenced. Content that is consist-

- itsill effects are deep and dangerous, especially on the psyche of the youth.

ently promoted will be viewed more.

The regulatory system is equally weak. India has
a censor board for films and broadcast control for
TV, but digital apps operate with almost no effective
control. Guidelines have been established, but their
enforcement is neither strict nor consistent. Digital

A new flight of hope in space

T
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By Vijay Garg

tant aid in enhancing the naval strategic capabilities
at sea. The successful launch of a nearly four and a
half tonne satellite into space orbit is an important
milestone for India being seen. The LVM3 M rock-
et is also known as ‘Bahubali’ because of its ability
to lift loads. The success level of this type of GSLV

Vijay Gerg Retired Principal Educational
lumnist Eminent Educati t street kour
Chand MHR Malout Punjab

launch vehicle in the field of rocket science will be
one of its early American lunar missions if we want
to measure. Nearly 56 years ago, NASA sent the Blue
Armstrong to the moon from its Apollo 11 spacecr: aft
weighed 4,932 kilograms. That is, if a country’s rock-
et can carry up to five tons into space, then it should

platforms believe they are above genem] media laws.
They argue that the internet is a “free medium.” But
does freedom mean giving free rein to content that
disrupts social balance? Is freedom the same as ig-
noring culture, morality, and sensibilities?

The problem also has a social dimension. Families
try to restrain their children, but the digital world is
so complex that complete control is nearly impossi-
ble. Digit: racy, especially in middle-class and
rural families, is still low. Parents don’t know which
content is good for children and which is harmful.
App companies are also more interested in expanding
their user base than in guiding parents.

At a time like this, we must understand that the
solution lies not in mere bans. The solution lies in a
balance between widespread social awareness, eth-
ical production policies, and strict regulation. En-
tertainment companies must decide for themselves
what is appropriate to show. They must strike a bal-
ance between art and commercialism. They must
abandon the habit of gaining views through obscenity
and present content that is creative, emotional, and
socially relevant.

Additionally, the government must impose ethical
controls on digital platforms, similar to those on tel-
evision or films. Transparent regulations, strict pen-
alties, and clear categorization are essential steps in
this direction.

Society’s duty is equally important. Parents must
be educated on digital literacy. Young people must be
taught that there is a difference between entertain-
ment and stimulation. Instant gratification through
vulgarity is no substitute for the deeper experiences
and creative joy of life.

The purpose of entertainment isn’t merely to shock
or excite; it's to sensitize the mind, deepen thinking,
and guide society for the better. But when the world
of apps abandons art and begins to veer toward ob-
scenity, both culture and civilization are threatened.

The question before us today is—do we want a dig-
ital world where entertainment is grounded in cre-
ativity, cultural values, and social responsibility? Or
are we about to enter an era where provocation be-
comes art and sensation becomes entertainment?

The times demand that we say it clearly: we want
entertainment—but not something that undermines
society.

If the digital world does not change in this direc-
tion, then future generations will enter a cultural
darkness where there will be plenty of entertainment,
but it will have no meaning.

think about the dream of sending humans to the
moon in the way that LVM3 M5 has shown new cha-
risma. It means that this rocket could soon take up to
five tonne satellites into space This confirms India’s
claim to send humans to the moon. The same rocket
is planned to be used in the launch of Chandrayaan-4.
In However, through this launch, ISRO has proved
that space missions are no longer just a matter of
our curiosities but the successes India has achieved
one after another open up paths to exploitation of
many resources. It can simplify business interests
and also meet the needs of defence sector. Speaking
of achievements in space, China is moving fast after
the US and Russia. He has sent a human mission
into space and beyond that, the exploitation of lunar
minerals is in his hands. He also wants to break into
the foreign satellite launch market with his rocket. In
the five and a half decades since its inception, ISRO
has set more than one record for building powerful
launchers and successfully installing multi-purpose
ites into space orbit. Moon and Mars explora-
ons have already established India’s threat
to space In the last four or five years, ISRO has taken
steps together on many new fronts. In the year 2023,
ISRO got a lot of successes together, most

These achievements came together, the most sig-
nificant of which was the successful landing of Chan-
drayaan-3 on the Moon’s south pole. India became
the first country in the world to achieve this feat.
This achievement is significant because neither the
superpower America nor its arch-rival Russia had
succeeded in a similar attempt, which was undertak-
en hastily in 2023. The Moon’s South Pole has long
been the target of numerous space agencies around
the world, but the scientific and technical challenges
posed a challenge even for Russia, the United States,
or China. It’s also important to note that any ad-

in space is ingful only if it achieves

concrete, practical goals beyond business and space
research, and opens avenues for the betterment and
development of the country’s people. It’s hoped that
whatever the country achieves through ISRO’s capa-
bilities will ensure solid economic growth, benefiting
the public.




Cong fizzles out
in Bihar, faces
wipeout in
Himachal: Ajay
Thakur

Rajan Punchhi

Mandi
BJP State Spokesperson
Ajay Thakur applauded the
people of Bihar and the
workers of the BJP and its
alliance partners for what
hecalled a historic mandate
in favour of the National
Democratic Alliance. He
said the results reflected
the trust earned by the dou-
ble-engine governmentand
showed that voters had re-
jected what he described
as the “Maha Thugband-
han”

Thakur targeted Hi-
machal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh
Sulkhu, saying the Congress
leader failed to make an
impactas a star campaign-
er in Bihar because he had
not fulfilled even one major
promise at home. Aceord-
ing to him, voters were not
swayed by Sukhu’s cam-
paign and delivered a clear
verdict. He added that just
as Congress could not reach
double digits in Bihar, the
party would face a com-
plete wipeout in Himachal
inthe next elections.

Healso recalled the years
ofthe Lalu-Rabri adminis-
tration, alleging that people
in Bihar still remember the
lawlessness and corruption
of that period. Thakur
claimed voters had made it
clear they would not sup-
port what he called the dy-
nastic politics of leaders
like Rahul Gandhi and Te-
Jjashwi Yadayv.

Continuing his criticism
of the Congress, Thakur
said the party had turned
governance into an oppor-
tunity for misuse of public
funds. He described the
current Congress govern-
mentin Himachal Pradesh
as a symbol of corruption
and inefficiency, and ar-
gued that the public was
ready to remove it from
power.

Thakursaid the mandate
in Bihar had strengthened
the NDA’'s confidence
ahead of upcoming elec-
toral battles, induding those
in Himachal Pradesh.

Woman suffers
severe burns
after husband’s
acid attack

—_—
According to police,
the husband had been
ina prolonged family
dispute with his wife.
After the attack, he
locked himselfin an
upstairs room and
tried to hide. Officers
later located him,
took him into custody
and registered a case.
An investigation is un-
derway.
Rajan Punchhi
Mandi

A woman in Mandi’s Sain
Mohalla suffered serious
burn injuries after her hus-
band allegedly threw acid
on her and pushed her

from the first floor of their
home on Saturday
evening.

Police said the couple
had been arguing when
the attack took place
around 6:15 pm. Addi-
tional Superintendent of
Police Abhimanyu Verma
said he received informa-
tion about the incident
and reached the spot im-
mediately. The woman,
who had sustained about
50 percent burns, was tak-
en to the hospital and lat-
er referred to AIIMS Bi-
laspur due to her eritical
condition.

According to police, the
husband had been in a
prolonged family dispute
with his wife.
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CM Saini announces major upgrades
at Dada Badhdev Ji anniversary

Shiv Kumar
New Delhi
aryana  Chief
Minister Nayab
Singh Saini
marked the birth
anniversary of Dada Bad-
hdev Poonia with a series of
development announce-
ments for Kharak Punia vil-
lage, including the upgra-
dation of the local school
into a Sanskriti Model
School. He also committed
to building a community
center and setting up a li-
brary to support learning
and social activities within
the village.

Saini addressed a large
gathering hosted by the All
Haryana Sarva Jati Poonia
Samaj in Hisar district. He
said the government would
give full consideration to

has consistently placed na-
tional and social interest
above all else.

Saini added that the state

any d P proposal
submitted by the Panchay-
at in the name of Dada Bad-
hdev Ji.

Paying tribute, the Chief
Minister said Dada Bad-
hdev Ji's life reflected the
strength of truth, discipline
and brotherhood. He noted
that a Khap rooted in pub-
lic welfare never weakens
and said the Poonia Khap

is committed to
w1lk|ng the path shown by
Dada Badhdev Ji. He urged
the Khap to guide the youth
away from drugs and help
therm grow stronger through
education, sports and tech-
nology.

Referring to the event
held in Badhkhalsa a day
earlier to honour the mar-
tyrdom of Dada Kushal

New Mandi ASP Abhimanyu
Verma sets mission
to save youth from Chitta

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi

Newly appointed Addi-
tional SP of Mandi, Abhi-
manyu Verma, said his top
priority is to pull young
people out of the grip of
dangerous drugs like Chit-
ta and launch a full-scale
campaign against the drug
network operating in the
district. Speaking to re-
porters after taking charge,
he said the fight against
drugs would be handled
like a mission, backed by
special vigilance teams in
all sensitive areas.

Verma said the Mandi
police would work closely
with residents to curb the
drug trade and warned that
no trafficker would be
spared. He emphasised
that the police uniform
stands for public protec-
tion, and that the force is
committed not only to
maintaining safety but also
to ensuring justice for vie-
tims. He urged people to
consider the police as allies
rather than something to
fear.

Before coming to Mandi,

Verma said the
Mandi police
would work
closely with resi-
dents to curb the
drug trade and
warned that no
trafficker would
be spared.

Verma served as ASP in
Chamba, where he led a
sustained and suceessful
drive against drug traffick-
ers, He said those efforts
would be strengthened fur-
ther in Mandi, especially by
tightening surveillance on
interstate smugglers. The
crackdown, he said, will
not stop at arrests but will
extend to identifying and
dismantling the source net-
works behind the illegal
trade.

To achieve this, the de-
partment plans to upgrade
its tracking systems with
technoelogy-backed moni-
toring, drone support and
cyber expertise.

Singh Dahiya, he said
Dahiya’s sacrifice alongside
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
stands as a reminder of
courage and faith. He noted
that the state is observing
the 350th martyrdom year
of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji in
a grand manner and con-
firmed that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will attend
the commemorative pro-
gram in Haryana on No-
vember 25.

Saini said the state s rap-
idly expanding welfare

schemes under the guid-
ance of the Prime Minister.
He highlighted new proj-
ects and extensive road de-
velopment over the past
eleven years, and said job
opportunities for youthare
being offered strictly on
merit. He also said the
process to establish ten new
Industrial Model Townships
is underway, with land for
the next set of IMTs to be
made available soon.

The Chief Minister said
the government has already

fulfilled 50 of the 217 com-
mitments made during the
elections in its first year.
He added that Haryana is
the only state procuring all
24 crops at MSP and has
granted land ownership
rights to leaseholders pre-
dating the formation of the
state. He said families living
on Panchayat and Munici-
pal land for over two
decades will also be given
ownership rights.

He pointed to the aboli-
tion of Abiana, a tax in place
since the British era, as ma-
jor relief for farmers. He
also outlined the Deenday-
al Laado Laxmi Yojana, un-
der which eligible women
are receiving monthly fi-
nancial assistance of Rs
2,100, and the Har Ghar—
Har Grihini Yojana, which
offers gas cylinders at Rs
500 to nearly 19 lakh poor
families. Education Minister
Mahipal Dhanda, Public
Works Minister Ranbir
Gangwa, SEWA Minister
Krishan Kumar Bedi,
Haryana BJP in-charge
Satish Poonia, several
MLAs, former ministers and
senior party leaders were
present during the event.

Suitcase secrets unravel
India’s silent drug pipeline

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

Drug trafficking rarely looks
like the stereotype. Some-
times it walks through an in-
ternational airport in the
form of two ordinary women
carrying two ordinary suit-
cases. What the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) stum-
bled upon at Chennai Inter-
national Airport on 13 No-
vember 2025 was not just a
consignment — it was a
snapshot of a shifting, more
elusive drug economy.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence, NCB Chennai inter-
cepted two female passen-
gers arriving from Phuket,
uncovering 28.080 kilo-
grams of premium Hydro-
ponic Ganja — a high-grade,
high-demand variant of
cannabis — valued at near-
ly %10 crore. The contra-
band was concealed in their
check-in baggage, a method
thatreflects both confidence
and calculation. Initial in-
vestigations revealed an
emerging pattern: tourist-
friendly foreign destinations
are becoming key nodes for
sourcing sophisticated nar-

cotics into India’s urban
markets.

The women involved rep-
resenta troubling but grow-
ing trend — ordinary citizens
lured by extraordinary prof-
its. Oneis a real-estate pro-
fessional; the other, a former
domestic worker in Dubai
who now takes small sup-
porting rolesin Tamil cine-
ma. Neither fits the tradi-
tional profile of a drug couri-
er. Yet both were allegedly
recruited in Phuket, handed
suitcases packed with Hy-
droponic Ganja, and in-
structed to deliver them to
Chennai. Early probes sug-
gest the intended recipients
included individuals possibly
linked to the Kollywood
ecosystem — highlighting
how India’s entertainment
cireuits can quietly become
consumption hubs.

What this bust under-
scores is the evolving ar
tecture of drug trafficking.
Nolonger are syndicates de-
pendent on hardened smug-
glers or elaborate maritime
routes, The new model is de-
centralized, opportunistic,
and disturbingly simple:

Massive unity march in Bulandshahr celebrates
national 1ntegrat10n and Sardar Patel’s legacy

Avnish Tvagi
Bulandshahr
A grand and vibrant unity
march was held in Sikan-
drabad city of Bulandshahr
on Saturday, drawing thou-
sands of participants from
across the region. Led by
‘Water Resources Minister
Swatantra Dev Singh, the
procession also saw the par-
ticipation of prominent po-
litical leaders, including MP
Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Rajya
Sabha MP Surendra Na-
gar, MLA Laxmi Raj Singh,
district in-charge Basant
Tyagi, and BJP district pres-
ident Vikas Chauhan. The
event was organized by BJP
workers under the leader-
ship of MLA Laxmi Raj
Singh, with party workers
and citizens lining the
streets to greet the
marchers with flowers and
applause. Students from lo-
cal schools and colleges
joined the rally, adding to
the festive and energetic
atmosphere.

The march began at a
school in Sikandrabad and
proceeded through key city
locations, including in front
of the police station and
along Gulavthi Road, final-
ly culminating at Walson

PG College. Prior to the
march, a public meeting
was held at New Lancer
Convent School, where stu-
dents from Kasturba Gand-
hi Salempur School per-
formed cultural programs

that were well received by

Dev Singh was formally
welcomed as the chief guest
and addressed the gather-
ing, emphasizing the im-
portance of unity and pub-
lic participation in com-
munity development.

The event also marked
the celebration of the 150th
birth anniversary of India’s
Iron Man, Sardar Vallab-

hbhai Patel. In his honor, a
massive foot march was or-
ganized in the Sikandrabad
assembly constituency,
dnwmg participation from
nds of local resi-
denlsv BJP workers, and
dignitaries. Cabinet Minis-
ter Swatantra Dev Singh,
Rajya Sabha MP Surendra
Singh Nagar, and Gautam
Buddh Nagar MP Dr. Ma-
hesh Sharma were present
as chief guests, with the
program conducted by dis-
triet in-charge Basant Tya-
giand presided over by BJP
district president Vikas
Chauhan.

The foot march was de-
signed not only to honor

Sardar Patel's extraordi-
nary contributions to the
nation but also to spread
the message of national uni-
ty. integrity, and the im-
portance of active civic en-
gagement. Senior party of-
ficials, regional secretaries,
MLAs, local representa-
tives, chairpersons, block
leaders, and respected citi-
zens from both urban and
rural areas attended the
program in large numbers.
Through speeches and par-
ticipation, the dignitaries
urged the public to em-
brace Patel's ideals of
courage, commitment to
nation-building, and the
value of collective respon-
sibility for India’s progress.

The twin events—the uni-
ty march and the com-
memorative foot march—
highlighted the importance
of fostering harmony, cele-
brating historical legacies,
and encouraging civic
awarenessat the grassroots
level. Citizens expressed
their appreciation for the
initiative, noting how such
programs strengthen the
connection between lead-
ers, communities, and the
principles of national inte-
gration.

tourists as couriers, foreign
hotspots as sourcing bases,
and metropolitan nightlife
economies as distribution
zones.

NCB's swift action
stopped one such pipeline.
But the real challenge lies
ahead — mapping the net-
work behind it. The agency
is now tracing backward
linkages in Thailand and
forward linkages in India to
dismantle the syndicate fi-
nancing, supplying, and dis-
tributing this high-grade
product. Chennai's seizure is
awarning that internation-
al drug circuits are expand-
ing faster than public aware-
ness, and far faster than en-
forcement bandwidth.

The NCB's appeal is clear:
vigilance cannot be out-
sourced. Citizens can report
suspicious narcotics activity
through the MANAS
helpline (1933), where iden-
tities remain confidential.
Because in today’s drug
economy, the next break-
through may come not from
an airport scanner — but
from an informed citizen
refusing to stay silent.

The hidden Lab that blew
open India’s drug battle

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi
India’s fight against syn-
thetic drugs is no longer
confined to its metropol-
itan crime hubs or high-
stakes border intercep-
tions. It is now unfolding
in the most unlikeliest of
places—sleepy farmhous-
es, remote villages, and
forgotten corners of the
hinterland. The recent
bust of a clandestine
Mephedrone-manufac-
turing lab in Sirohi dis-
trict, Rajasthan, is not
just another enforcement
success story. Itis a stark
reminder of how glob-
alised, adaptive, and dan-
gerously innovative the
drug economy has be-

come.

Under the central gov-
ernment’s zero-tolerance
stance on narcotics, the
Narcoties Control Bureau
(NCB) and Rajasthan Po-
lice dismantled a secret
laboratory hidden in a de-
serted farmhouse in
Daantrai village. What
they found was stagger-
ing: hundreds of kilo-
grams of precursor chem-
icals—enough to produce
nearly 100 kilograms of
Mephedrone with a street
value of 40 crore. This
was not a backyard ex-
periment; this was an in-
dustrial-scale operation,
run with precision, secre-
cy, and a chilling level of
technological literacy.

The mastermind, a
young graduate named
Vala Ram, represents a
new and unsettling profile
of drug syndicates in
South Asia. Not a career
eriminal, not a cartel-
trained operative, but a
frustrated aspirant who
turned to synthetic drugs
after failing competitive
exams. He learned his
chemistry from darknet
forums, operated through
virtual SIMs, sourced ad-
vanced equipment from
Gujarat, and leased the
farmhouse through a local

associate. This is the new
face of narcotics entre-
preneurship—hyper-local
in setup, transnational in

technique.
The breakthrough itself
was made possible

through an unusual but
inereasingly necessary
model of policing: decen-
tralised vigilance. Month-
Iy NCORD meetings led
by the NCB trained dis-
trict police to detect mi-
cro-indicators—blackened
windows, chemical stains,
unusual ventilation sys-
tems, or misplaced in-
dustrial drums. These
subtle clues, often invisi-
ble to untrained eyes,
helped officers in Sirohi
identify the operation on
6 November 2025 and
alert NCB Jodhpur.

The swift collaboration
that followed—joint in-
spections, forensic inter-
vention from the Nation-
al Forensic Science Uni-
versity, and coordinated
arrests across Rajasthan
and Gujarat—unfolded in
Jjust five days. It reflects a
global policing truth: syn-
thetic drug networks op-
erate at high speed, and
only agile, intelligence-
driven enforcement can
keep pace.

But this incident car-
ries a deeper warning. As
synthetic drugs replace
traditional  narcotics
across Asia, the battle-
field is shifting. Labs can
be set up anywhere.
Knowledge is download-
able. Equipment is easily
sourced. A single individ-
ual, armed with chem-
istry and anonymity, can
seed a crisis.

India’s erackdown in
Sirohi is a victory. But
more importantly, it is a
wake-up call. The next
lab might not wait for the
police to find it. And the
next mastermind might
not fit any profile we
know. The war against
synthetic drugs has only
just begun.

Sameer Wankhede urges youth to
choose purpose over addlctlon

An impactful anti-drug
awareness event at Veer

Savarkar Ground in Malad
East brought together stu-
dents, parents and com-
munity members for a
strong message on the
dangers of addiction.
Chennai’s Additional Com-
missioner (IRS) Sameer
Wankhede and former
Mumbai Police Director
General Mohan Rathore
attended as chief guests
and addressed the growing
concern of drug abuse
among young people.
Wankhede spoke direct-
ly to students, telling them
that addiction destroys
both health and ambition.
He said drugs act like a fire
that consumes the body
first and then the dreams
that follow. He reminded
the andience that disci-
pline and clarity of pur-
pose are what lead to real
success. He encouraged
young people to choose
meaningful goals, sur-
round themselves with
positive influences and
stay engaged in sports and
creative work. According
to him, these habits help
build a life filled with di-

rection and confidence.
Mohan Rathore high-
lighted the wider impact of
addiction on families and
community life. He said
substance abuse doesn't
break a single person, it
breaks the entire support
system around them. He
urged parents to stay sen-
sitive to changes in their
children’s behaviour and
emotional health, stressing
that awareness at home is
just as important as law
enforcement efforts.
Event organiser Pehu
Chauhan thanked the at-
tending officers and the
students who participat-
ed. She said the BOSS
Foundation is committed
to building confidence and

among
youth and wants to create
an environment where

responsibility

young  people feel
equipped to make the right
choices.

The campaign drew a
large turnout of school-
children, college students
and parents. The organis-
ers said the message of
the evening was clear: the
fight against drugs belongs
to the whole society, not
only to the police or gov-
ernment. The event aimed
to spark collective respon-
sibility and reinforce the
belief that guiding youth
towards healthier goals is
one of the strongest tools
in the battle against ad-
diction.
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Spinners give India

command

outh Africa ended

Day 2 of the first

Test at Eden Gar-

dens in deep trouble
at 93/7, as India's spinners
ripped through their bat-
ting line-up. Ravindra Jade-
ja was the star performer,
finishing the day with four
wickets and once again
proving why he is almost
unplayable in home condi-
tions.

At Tea, South Africa were
18/1, but the final session
turned into a complete col-
lapse. The Proteas lost six
wickets while adding just
75 runs, unable to counter
the tum and aceuracy of In-
dia's spin trio. In total, the
day produced 15 wickets,
three in the momning, six in
the afternoon and six more
in the final session.

Aiden Markram was the
fiest to go in the final ses-
sion, dismissed for 4 by
Jadeja. Wiaan Mulder fol-
lowed for 11, with the left-
arm spinner striking again.

Tony de Zorzi also failed
to make an impact, falling
for 2 as Jadeja pocketed his
third of the day, leaving

South Africa at 40/4.
Tristan Stubbs became
Jadeja's fourth victim,
bowled for 5, before Marco
Jansen was removed for 13
by Kuldeep Yadav, who
picked up his second wick-
et of the innings. Avar Patel
also chipped in with a wick-
el keeping the pressure

firmly on the visitors.
Jadeja's figures of 4/29

Indian opener KL Rahul
completes 4,000 Test runs

o Kolkata

Indian opener KI. Rahul
completed 4,000 Test runs
on Saturday.

The right-handed opener
reached the milestone dur-
ing his side's first Test
agail South Africa at
Kolkata's iconic Eden Gar-
dens, He scored 39 in 119
balls, with four boundaries
and a six, failing to convert
his startinto something big.

Now in 66 tests, he has
scored 4,024 runs atan av-
58, with 11 cen-
) fifties, and his
best scoreof 199 after 115 in-
nings.

The Karnataka batter has
been c‘(l:ep"lnm_\l for India
this year and is in the form
of his life, with 784 runs in
nine Tests at an average of
52.26, with three centuries
and three fifties and a best
score of 137. Thisincludes a
532-run series in England of
five matches, where he
smashed two centuries. Also,
against the West Indies at
Ahmedabad, he broke his
home century drought of
nine years, getting only his
second century in home con-

ditions after 199 against
England way back in 2016,

Attheend ofthe first ses-
sion on day two, India was
138/4, with Ravindra Jade-
ja(11*) and Dhruv.Jurel un-
beaten. Rishabh Pant (27 in
24 balls, with two foursand
two sixes) and Washington
Sundar (29 in 82 balls, with
two fours and a six) failed to
convert their starts into
something big, while skipper
Shubman Gill had retired
hurt after pain in his neck
following a sweep shot for

ur.

India had resumed the
action at37/1, trailing by 122
runs in response (o South
Africa’s first innings total of
150. Rahul (13%) H]lthﬂSh-
ington Sundar (6%) were un-
beaten.

added another milestone to
his outstanding home
record. He is now the sec-
ond cricketer after Stuart
Broad to register both 2000-
plus runs and 250-plus
wickets in a single country.
With 2154 runs and 250
wickets in 52 home Tests,
Jadeja became the
fourth Indian to elaim 250
wickets on home soil. He is

now the seventh bowler to
reach 150 wickets in the
World Test Championship
(WTC) and the third spinner
tado so.

Kuldeep Yadav ended the
day with 2/12, while Axar
Patel returned 1/30.

Corbin Bosch on 1 and
skipper Temba Bavuma on
29 were unbeaten at
stumps, with South Africa

on fast-moving day

holding a slender lead of
63 runs, one they will hope
to stretch on Day 3 to stay
J]i\e in the contest.

er, fiery bowling
\pclls from South African
spinner Simon Harmer and
pacer Marco Jansen re-
stricted India to 189/9.

Earlier on day one, the
Proteas won the toss and
opted to bat first. Despite a
half-century partnership be-
tween openers Aiden
Markram (31 in 48 balls,
with five fours and a six) and
Ryan Rickelton (23 in 22
balls, with four boundaries),
the current WTC champions
just could not battle the
pace and class of Jasprit
Bumrah (5/27) and Mo-
hammed Siraj (2/47) and
were skittled out for 159
runs.

India ended the first day
at 37/1, with Marco Jansen
getting Yashasvi Jaiswal for
12.

Brief scores: South Africa
159 &93/7 (Temba Bavuma
2g%, Marco Jansen 13;
Ravindra Jadeja 4/29 ) vs
India 189/9 (KL Rahul 39,
Washington Sundar 29, Si-
mon Harmer 4/30).

BCCI confirms skipper Shubman
Gill sustained neck spasm

Kolkata

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) con-
firmed that Indian skipper
Shubman Gill suffered a
neck spasm following his
sweep shot for a boundary
during day two of the first
Test against South Africain
Kolkata, with the decision set
1o be taken today on his fur-
ther participation in the
match.

During the 35th over of
the match, Gill took to the
field ai Washington Sun-
dar's dismissal and played an
aggressive sweep for a four
on the third delivery he
faced. However, after that, he
was seen holding his neck
and looked in pain. He was
taken back to the pavillion,
and he retired hurt.

A statement issued by
BOClon their X handle said.
"Shubman Gill has a neck
spasm and is being moni-
tored by the BCCI medical
team. Adecision on his
ticipation today will be lak-
en as per his progress.”

Attheend of the first ses-

Irfan Pathan advises PBKS to secure
backup options for Arshdeep Singh

New Delhi
Ahead of the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) 2026
mini-auction, former all-
rounder Irfan Pathan high-
lighted that Punjab Kings
(PBKS) should secure a
reliable backup spinner to
support Yuzvendra Cha-
hal and an additional In-
dian fast bowler to com-
plement Arshdeep Singh.

Speaking on JioStar's
TATA IPL 2026 'Reten-
tion Preview' show, Irfan
Pathan noted that Chahal
being such a key spi
for Punjab Kings s
have a reliable backup
spinner to support the
team'’s preparation. He
also pointed out that while
pacer Arshdeep Singh is
irreplaceable, PBKS should
have a backup Indian op-
tion.

"There are two impor-
tant factors Punjab needs
to consider ahead of the
auction. Firstly, with
Yuzvendra Chahal being
such a key spinner, having
a reliable backup spinner is
crucial to support the
team's preparation. Sec-
ondly, Arshdeep Singh is
an exceptional player who
bowls year-round, and
while he's irreplaceable, it

would be wise to have a
backup Indian fast bowler
for the squad,” said JioStar
expert Irfan Pathan.

Both Arshdeep and Cha-
hal played a crucial partin
Punjab’s IPL 2025 cam-
paign that saw them reach
the finals, where they went
down to Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, While Ar-
shdeep claimed 21 wickets,
Chahal took 16 for the
Shreyas Iyer-led side.

Subramaniam Badrinath
shared his perspective on
Lucknow Super Giants'
(LSG) retention strategy
noting that while LSG have
invested a heavy amount
on captain Rishabh Pant,

the move is justified as he
can make a significant im-
pact for them.

“LSG has invested Rs 27
crore in Rishabh Pant as
their captain, and I believe
that investment is justi-
fied. Pant didn't quite show
his full potential s
son, but he is still one et

those players poised to
make a significant impact
in the IPL. He hasn't
peaked vet, once he finds
his form, he's definitely a
player to watch. However,
the real chall

sion on ndia was
138/4, with Ravindra Jade-
ja (11*) and Dhruy Jurel un-
beaten. Rishabh Pant (27in
24 balls, with two fours and
two sixes) and Washington
Sundar (29 in 82 balls, with
two fours and a six) failed to
convert their starts into
something big, while skipper
Shubman Gill had retired
hurt after pain in his neck
following a sweep shot for
four.

India had resumed the ac-
tion at 37/1, trailing by 122
Tuns in response to South
Africa’s first innings total of

159. Rahul (13*) and Wash-
ington Sundar (6*) were un-
beaten.

Earlier on day one, the
Proteas won the toss and
opted to bat first. Despite a
half-century partnership be-
tween openers Aiden
Markram (31 in 48 balls,
with five fours and a «.M
and Ryan Rickelton (23 in 2:
balls, withfour tx)uudana)
the current WTC champions
just could not battle the pace
and elass of Jasprit Bumrah
(5/27) and Mohammed Sir-
aj (2/47) and were skittled
out for 159 runs.

Hazlewood ruled out
of first Ashes Test

Perth
Australia’s fast-bowling re-
sources have taken another
major hit ahead of the Ash-
es series, with ace pacerJosh
Hazlewood ruled out of the
first Test in Perth, as re-
ported by the International
Cricket Comneil (ICC). The
setback follows the earlier
unavailability of Australia's
regular captain and fast
bowler Pat Cummins, who is
remvn:nng, from a back in-
jury and will mmiss at least the
opening Test.

Hi

injury during New South
Wales' Sheffield Shield clash
against Victoria in Sydney,
forcing him off the field.
While initial scans suggest-
ed no muscle strain, follow-
up imaging confirmed a
hamstring injury, highlight-

ing the chdﬂenbee of early
detection in low-grade mus-
cle injuries.

"Initial seans on Wednes-
day were clear of muscle
strain, however, follow-up
imaging today has con-
firmed the injury. Early im-
agmg can uamomlh un-

for LSG de mus-
lies with their bowling | cleinjurie: kau Aus-
unit,” said Badrinath on | traliastatement on Saturday

the 'Retention Preview'
show.

said, as quoted by ESPN-
cricinfo.

Australia find themselves
very thin on fast-bowling
resources, with Sean Ab-
bott, Lance Morrs, Jhye
Richardson and Spencer
Johnson, along with Cum-
mins and Hazlewood, all
currently unavailable due to
injuries,

In Hazlewood's absence,
pacer Michael Neser has
been added to the squad for
the first Ashes Test, set to
take place from November
21 at the Perth Stadium.

Hazlewood s injury might
pave the way for South Aus-
tralia pacer Brendan
Doggett, who could earn his
maiden Test cap if selected.

Hazlewood, who has 295
Test scalps in 76 matches to
his nis is the second-
‘highest wicket-takerfor Aus-
tralia in the ongoing World
Test Championship 2025-27
after Mitchell Starc, with 14
wickets in three matches.

Jadeja completes 4,000 Test
runs, enters elite all-round club

Kolkata

Indian all-rounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja completed
4,000 runs in Test cricket
on Saturday and entered
an elite club of all-rounders
to have both 4,000 Test
runs and at least 300 wick-
ets in the longest format of
the game.

Jadeja achieved this
milestone during the sec-
ond day of the first Test
against South Africa in
Kolkata, ending the first
session at 11*, which was
enough to take him to the
milestene.

In 88 tests, Jadeja has
scored 4,001 runs at an
average of 38.84, with six
centuries and 27 fifties,
and a best score of 175*. Tn
nine tests this year, Jadeja
Tas been sensational with
thebat, scoring 670 runs in
14 innings at an average of
83.75, with two centuries
and five fifties.

He has also got 338
scalps at an average of
5.25, with best figures of
7/42. with 15 fifers and
three ten-fers. Jadeja has
not been at his most spec-
tacular this year with the
ball, though, with just 15
scalps in nine matches at
an average of almost 50
and best figures of 4/54.
He has taken two four-fers
this year.

He has joined the com-
pany of Kapil Dev (5248

Pant breaks
Sehwag's record
for most sixes in

Tests for India

Kolkata

Star wicket-keeper batter
Rishabh Pant smashed
his way to a record, over-
taking Virender Sehwig
as India's most prolific
six-hitter in Tests! He
achieved this feat on Day
2 of the India vs South
Africa 1st Test at Eden
Gardens, Kolkata, hit-
ting 2 sixes off 24 deliv-
eries.

Pant now leads the
charts with 92 sixes, fol-
lowed by Sehwag (90),
Rohit Sharma (88),
Ravindra Jadeja (80),
and MS Dhoni (78). He's
also 7th globally, behind
England's Ben Stokes
(136).

The left-handed bat-
ter ranks seventh on the
all-time list for most six-
es in Test cricket, with
England captain Ben
Stokes leading the table
at 136.

Pant needed one six
to go past Virender Se-
hwag's tally of 90 sixes
for India in Tests when
he came to the crease on
Saturday morning, and
he achieved the objec-
tive on the very fifth ball
that he faced off the
South African spinner
Keshav Maharaj's bowl-
ing. Soon after, he hit
Maharaj another six be-
fore he was dismissed
by pacer Corbin Bosch.

Coming to Day 2 of
the India vs South Africa
Test in Kolkata, India
went into Lunch at
138/4, with Ravindra
Jadeja and Dhruv Jurel
unbeaten at the crease.
Resuming from the
overnight score of 37/1
and trailing South Africa
by 122 runs, KL Rahul
and Washington Sundar
added steady runs be-
fore spinner Simon
Harmer ended their 57-
run stand, dismissing
Sundar for 29. Shubman
Gill retired hurt shortly
after, bringing Pant to
the middle. Pant scored a
quickfire 27, but was re-
moved by Corbin Bosch
just as his partnership
with Rahul began to
build. Rahul was later
dismissed for a gritty 39,
leaving India at 132/4
before Jadeja and Jurel
saw the team through to
the first session’s end.

runs, 434 wkts), England
legend lan Botham (5200
runs, 383 wkis), and New
Zealand legend Daniel Vet-
tori (4531 runs, 362 wkts)
as the fourth player to
reach a double of at least
4,000 Test runs and 300
Test wickets.

At the end of the first
session on day two, India
was 138/4, with Ravindra
Jadeja (11*) and Dhruv.Ju-
rel unheaten. Rishabh Pant
(27 in 24 balls, with two
fours and two sixes) and
‘Washington Sundar (29 in
82 balls, with two fours
and asix) failed to convert
their starts into something
big, while skipper Shub-
man Gill had retired hurt
after pain in his neck fol-
lowing a sweep shot for

four.

India had resumed the
action at 37/1, trailing by
122 runs in response to
South Africa’s first innings
total of 159. Rahul (13%)
and Washington Sundar
(6) were unbeaten.

Earlier on day one, the
Proteas won the toss and
opted to bat first. Despite a
half-century partnership
between openers Aiden
Markram (31 in 48 balls,
with five fours and a six)
and Ryan Rickelton (23 in
22 balls, with four bound-
aries), the current WTC
champions just could not
battle the pace and elass of
Jasprit Bumrah (5/27) and
Mohammed Siraj (2/47)
and were skittled out for
159 Tuns,
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Japan protests
China’s travel
advisory over
Taiwan remarks

) Beijing
Japan raised objections
Saturday after China ad-
vised its citizens to avoid
visiting Japan, as a feud
over the new Japanese
leader’s remarks on Tai-
wan showed no signs of
dying down.

The government in To-
kyo lodged a protest and
its top spokesperson,
Chief Cabinet Secretary
Minoru Kihara, urged
China to take “appropri-
ate measures,” Japan's
Kyodo News Service re-
ported.

China advised its cit-
izens Friday to refrain
from travelling to Japan
in the near future. It cit-
ed earlier attacks against
Chinese in Japan and
what it called Prime Min-
ister Sanae Takaichi’s
“erroneous remarks” on
Taiwan, which it said
undermined the atmos-
phere for China-Japan
exchange.

Kihara told reporters
that it is precisely be-
cause of the differences
between the two govern-
ments that multilayered
communication is es-
sential, a Kyodo report
said.

China has repeatedly
recommended its na-
tionals take security pre-
cautions when in Japan
over the past year, but
the latest announcement
appeared to be stronger
in advising against trav-
el, according to notices
posted on the website of
its embassy in Tokyo.
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Trump to proceed with legal action

against BBC despite apology

London

S President Don-
ald Trump has
declared that he

intends to proceed with
legal action against the
BBC despite the British
publicservice broadeast-
er apologising to him for
the way his speech was
edited for one of its news
documentaries aired last

year.

“We'll sue them. We'll
sue them for anywhere
between a billion and 5
billion dollars, probably
sometime next week,”
Trump told reporters on
Air Force One overnight
on Saturday.

“We have to do it,
they've even admitte
that they cheated. Not
that they couldn’t have
not done that. They
cheated. They changed
the words coming out of
my mouth,” he said.

The row follows an in-
tense period for the Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (BBC), resulting
in the resignation of top
officials and an apology
for an “error of judg-
ment” from its Indi-

1S President Donald Trump

an-origin chair, Samir
Shah.

On Thursday, the BBC
said the edit of Trump’s
January 6, 2021, speech
had unintentionally giv-
en “the mistaken im-
pression that President
Trump had made a di-
rect call for violent ac-
tion” and said it would
not be broadcast again.
While it has apologised
to the American Presi-
dent, the BBC has ruled
out paying any financial

compensation.

Trump had threatened
to sue the broadcaster
for USD 1 billion in dam-
ages unless the corpora-
tion issued a retraction,
apology and paid him
compensation. Howev-
er, he has now said he
intends to proceed with
the legal action despite
the apology.

In an interview with
the UK's ‘GB News',
Trump said that while
he was not looking to

get into lawsuits, he felt
he had an “obligation to
doit”.

“This was so egre-
gious. If you don't do it,
you don’t stop it from
happening again with
other people,” he said.

The ‘Panorama’ doc-
umentary in contention
was aired in October
2024 and referenced
Trump’s 2021 address in
Washington DC, when
he told his supporters:
“We're going to walk

S
“We’ll sue them. We'll
sue them for anywhere
between a billion and
5 billion dollars, prob-
ably sometime next
week,” Trump told re-
porters on Air Force

[ran confirms seizure
of oil tanker in
Strait of Hormuz

Tehran

Tran on Saturday con-
firmed seizure of a Mar-
shall Islands-flagged
oil tanker as it travelled
through the narrow
Strait of Hormuz over
violations including
carrying an illegal con-
signment, state media
reported.

down to the Capitol, and
we're going to cheer on
our brave senators and
congressmen and wom-
en.”

Over 50 minutes later
in the speech, he said:
“And we fight. We fight
like hell.”

However, the pro-
gramme showed him
saying: “We're going to
walk down to the Cap-
itol... and Tl be there
with you. And we fight.
We fight like hell.”

Controversy  around
how Trump’s speech
was edited has led to the
resignations of BBC di-
rector general Tim Davie
and head of news Debo-
rah Turness.

One overnight on Sat- A report by the official
urday. Irna news agency car-
ried a by the
Revolutionary ~ Guard

that said the tanker was
taken to Iranian waters.
It did not elaborate on
the “illegal consign-
ment,” the crew or say
where the ship was now
heading.

It said the seizure
came following a court
order and the operation
was aimed at “protecting
Iran’s national interests
and resources.” It identi-
fied the oil tanker as the
Talara and said it was
carrying 30,000 tons of
petrochemical products.

The seizure happened
on Friday.

Tehran has been in-
creasingly warning it
could strike back after
a 12-day war with Israel

in June that saw the US
strike Iranian nuclear
sites.

It said the ship had
been en route to Singa-
pore when Iranian forc-
es intercepted. A private
security firm, Ambrey,
described the assault as
involving three small
boats.

A US Navy MQ-4C
Triton drone had been
circling above the area
where the Talara was
for hours on Friday
observing the seizure,
flight-tracking data ana-
lysed by The Associated
Press showed.

The British military’s
United Kingdom Mari-
time Trade Operations
centre separately ac-
knowledged the incident,
saying a possible “state
activity” forced the Ta-
lara to turn into Iranian
territorial waters.

Cyprus-based Colum-
bia  Shipmanagement
later said in a statement
that it had “lost contact”
with the tanker, which
was carrying high sul-
phur gasoil. It did not
immediately ~ provide
any update on Saturday.

First major winter rains pummel Gaza destroying makeshift shelters

Deir al-Balah

The first heavy rainfall
of the season sent wa-
ter cascading Saturday
through the sprawling
Muwasi tent camp in the
Gaza Strip, as the em-
battled enclave struggles
to cope with flooding
and devastated infra-
structure from two years
of war.

Residents attempted
to dig trenches to direct
the water from flood-
ing their tents, as rain

dripped through tears
in tarpaulins and make-
shift shelters.

The first rain of the
season pounded down
in intermittent bursts,
soaking the scant be-
longings families have
managed to save. Strong
winds can also topple
tents and destroy fami-
lies” attempts to gather
food and supplies as an-
other bleak winter sets
n.

Two weeks ago, Bas-

e

e ———

sil Naggar bought a
new tent from the black
market for 2300 NIS
(USD 712.50), because

.

the scorching summer
sun had worn his old
tent thin. Still, rainwater
leaked through his tent.

“I spent all (Friday)
pushing water out of
my tent,” i
adding that his neig]
bours’ tents and belong-

largely undeveloped
dunes before the Israeli
military designated it a
humanitarian zone ear-
ly in the war, held up to

blankets and heavy tar-
paulins, but aid organi-
sations warn the efforts
are far from sufficient
when temperatures
1 in the winter

ings were ly
wrecked. “Water pud-
dles are inches high,
and there is no proper
drainage,” he said Bare-
foot children splashed in
puddles as women made
tea outside under dark
clouds.

According to the UN,
Muwasi, which was

425,000 displaced Pal-
estinians this past sum-
mer, the vast majority
living in makeshift tem-
porary tents.

The Israeli defence
body in charge of hu-
manitarian_aid in the
Gaza Strip has said it is
allowing in winteriza-
tion materials, including

and the wind whips off
the sea.

As  heavy clouds
threatened further rain,
some attempted to take
shelter in destroyed
buildings, even those
at risk of collapse, with
gaping holes covered by
pieces of tarpaulin.

India needs 30,000 Pilots:
Aviation Minister

Visakhapatnam
India will need an ad-
ditional 30,000 pilots
once the pending orders
for 1,700 aircraft from
the Indian carriers are
delivered, Union Civ-
il Aviation Minister K
Ram Mohan Naidu said
on Saturday.

Addressing a session
on the sidelines of CII
Partnership Summit
here, Naidu said on the
lines of FedEx, a global
logistics company that
has a dedicated airport
in the USA, the cen-
tral government is also
mulling the creation of
cargo airports in the
country.

Naidu also highlighted
that currently India has
about 8,000 pilots for a
fleet of 834 aircraft, out
of which 2,000 to 3,000
are not actively flying.
The Indian carriers have
already placed orders for
1,700 aircraft with mak-
ers such as Boeing and
AirBus.

To run a plane, one
aircraft in a proper
schedule, you will need
atleast 10 to 15 pilots per

v

Union Civil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu

aircraft, so that they can
do the routes according
to their schedule.

So, 1700 planes, 10 to
15 pilots, the require-
ment would be around
25,000 to 30,000. That
(demand) is going to be
generated. Now, as these
planes come in, imagine
30,000 pilots that is the
demand that is there,”
he said.

In order to meet the
demand there should
be more Flying Training
Organisations (FTO) as
the existing ones produce
only a limited number.

The minister under-
scored that one job in

the Indian aviation sec-
tor creates 15 indirect
jobs as against IATA’s
figure of 6.

“It is very, very impor-
tant for us to train our
individuals and to have
the skilling and training
and ecosystem also per-
fectly done in the coun-
try,” he said.

Naidu further said the
aviation cargo sector has
been facing tough com-
petition from rail and
road transport, which
are cheaper, even as
airport operators focus
more on improving pas-
senger facilities, causing
cargo to take a back seat.

Jitin Prasada Inaugurates ‘Ramalaya’ Experience
Centre at UP Pavilion during IITF 2025

TSN/New Delhi
the Uttar Pradesh
Pavilion at the In-
dia International
Trade Fair drew a large
crowd on Saturday as
Union Minister of State
for Commerce and In-
dustry Jitin Prasada
inaugurated the new
Ramalaya  Experience
Centre. Former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Secretary
Durga Shanker Mishra
joined him at the event,
which highlighted the
state’s growing focus
on culture, art and lux-
ury craftsmanship. The
launch aligned close-
ly with this year's IITF
theme, Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat.
Ramalaya has been
designed as an immer-
sive cultural space that
brings together fra-
grance, traditional art
and narrative. It intro-
duces visitors to a sen-
sory interpretation of
India’s sacred stories,
using elements drawn
from scripture, visual
tradition and mod-
ern design. The centre
features a fragrance

universe inspired by
ancient texts, a collec-
tion of Madhubani and
Pattachitra storytelling
artworks, and national
award—-winning cultur-
al pieces showcased in
a contemporary setting.

The installation in-
cludes the Shripad Ra-
mayana Series, which
has won national rec-
ognition for its pres-
entation of ten epi-
sodes from the epic.
These moments are
illustrated in  Mithi-
la art and paired with
fragrances created to
evoke the emotions

Self Regulation: A Strategic Middle Path for

New Delhi
The Reserve Bank of
India recently clarified
that it neither intends to
regulate nor ban cryp-
to-assets.  Statements
from various other poli-
cymakers noted that the
government intends to
tax unbacked crypto-as-
sets to discourage their
usage and not endorse
them. Yet, India remains
one of the hottest mar-
kets for crypto-assets
with the highest adop-
tion rates in the world.
This highlights the pol-
icy problem in front of
the regulators and poli-
cymakers: how to regu-
late crypto-assets with-

out regulating them. In
other words, how can
India ensure accounta-
bility and consumer pro-
tection in the crypto sec-
tor without conferring it
with full regulatory legit-
imacy?

There are many ways
in which this problem
can be addressed. For
instance, China has
banned  ecrypto-assets
on its mainland but al-
lowed Iong Kong, its
special  administrative
region, to emerge as a
hub of investment and
innovation in crypto-as-
sets. This allows China
to monitor the sector
from a strategic distance

without granting it regu-
latory legitimacy. How-
ever, India lacks a com-

such

tutional

The SRO concept has
been utilized globally
to create a balance be-
tween innovation and
oversight. For example,
in Japan, the Financial
Services Agency has
officially recognized
the Japan Virtual and
Crypto Assets Exchange
Association as an SRO
for the cryptocurrency
sector. The SRO estab-
lishes standards for all
service providers, con-
ducts audits, disciplines

f 1

as self-regulatory organ-
isations (SROs) that can

ht from

parable ‘policy-buffer’,
but similar ends can be
achieved through insti-

provide ig]
an arm’s length.

and resy
to user complaints. In
contrast, Taiwan’s Vir-
tual Asset Service Act re-
quires all bitcoin market
participants to be SRO

linked to each chapter.
The Shri Krishna Leela
Series draws from the
spiritual legacy of Ma-
thura and Vrindavan,
combining  Pattachi-
tra-style imagery with
aromatic notes crafted
to interpret each scene.

Speaking at the in-
auguration, Jitin Pras-
ada said Ramalaya
d rated how In-

international markets.
Durga Shanker Mishra
called the installation
a proud moment for
the state and praised
its efforts to connect
younger  generations
with their civilizational
roots.

Ramalaya  founder
Prashant Kumar de-
scribed the project as a
T ibility as much

dia’s heritage could be
presented in a refined
global format. Ile not-
ed that such initiatives
strengthen the cultural
economy while creating
new opportunities in

as a brand. He said the
team’s aim was to bring
India’s cultural fra-
grance to homes across
the country and abroad,
and that support from
senior leaders rein-

Ramalaya has been
designed as an immer-
sive cultural space that
brings together fra-
grance, traditional art
and narrative. It intro-
duces visitors to a sen-
sory interpretation of
India’s sacred stories,
using elements drawn
from scripture, visual

tradition and modern
design. I

forced their belief in
the potential of herit-
age-driven luxury.

The centre has quick-
ly become one of the
main attractions at the
Uttar Pradesh Pavilion.
Visitors can explore
the award-winning col-
lections, experience
sacred stories through
scent and art, interact
with traditions from
Ayodhya, Mathura and
Janakpur, and take
home curated souvenirs
that reflect the spiritual
identity of the region.

India’s Crypto Dilemma

members. The SRO pro-
vides a full operational
and ethical framework,
including rules for mem-
bership governance, to-
ken listing, consumer
protection, AML/CFT
compliance, anti-fraud
measures, cybersecurity,
and asset segregation.
These two examples
demonstrate how SROs
can ensure market integ-
rity, customer trust, and
compliance without di-
rect legislative oversight.

In India, there are al-
ready effective instances
of self-regulation. The
Reserve Bank of India
and the Securities and

Exchange Board of In-
dia have formally recog-
nized organizations such
as the Association of
Mutual Funds in India,
Microfinance  Institu-
tions Network, Finance
Industry Development
Council, and Fintech As-
sociation of Consumer
Empowerment as SROs
to promote fair practic-
es, transparency, and
governance in the fi-
nancial sectorExtending
similar treatment to the
crypto sector could al-
low Indian government
to supervise crypto en-
terprises without regu-
lating the entire indus-
try. The Bharat Web3

Association (BWA) has
also taken a similar ap-
proach, adopting legisla-
tion that require strong
cybersecurity  precau-
tions as well as fair trad-
ing practices to promote
openness and integrity,
among other things. It
has made significant ef-
forts to establish inde-
pendence, transparency,
and enforcement capac-
ity. It has taken sub-
stantial steps to ensure
independence, transpar-
ency, and enforcement
capabilities. Official rec-
ognition from the gov-
ernment and authorities
could assist to boost it
even more.
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] Venue

Monday, 24 November

7:30AM  Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar
10:00AM  Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar

10:30AM  Srimad Bhagavad Gita Sadan,
Kurukshetra University
2:30PM  Senate Hall, Kurukshetra University

5:00PM  Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar
7:00PM  Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar

Ministry of External Affairs

Government of India

i 18.78

Wherever there is Krishna, the lord of yoga,

and Partha (Arjuna), the archer, | think, there will surely be

fortune, victory, welfare and morality.

(Inspiration for Duty, Peace, Harmony & Swadeshi)

November 15 to December 5, 2025 | Kurukshetra

Programmes
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Programme

Gita Yajna & Gita Pujan

Inauguration of Haryana Pavilion &
Partner State Madhya Pradesh Pavilion
Inauguration of International Gita Seminar

Gita Chintan Session by
International Delegates
Bhajan Sandhya & Maha Aarti
Cultural Programmes

Wednesday, 26 November
10:00 AM  Brahma Sarovar

The commencement of Bhagavad Gita
Panchamrit by Padma Vibhushan Swami
Rambhadracharya Ji

Saturday, 29 November

10:00AM  Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar

Virat Sant Sammelan — in the presence
of eminent saints of the Nation

Time
10:00 AM
200PM
3.00PM
530PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

| ue

Keshav Park, Kurukshetra

Srimad Bhagavad Gita Sadan, Kurukshetra University
From Outside Kurukshetra Development Board Office

Sannihit Sarovar & 48-I(os Kurukshetra Region
Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar
Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar

Programme

Global Gita chanting by 21,000 students
48-Kos Tirtha sammelan

Gita Shobha Yatra

Deepotsav

Gita Maha Aarti & Deep Daan

Cultural Programmes

9:00 AM
3:00 AM
4:30 PM
6:15PM

T.00 PM

15 November — 5 December

Brahma Sarovar

Mela Area, Brahma Sarovar
Aarti Sthal, Brahma Sarovar
Jyotisar

Jyotisar

Crafts and Saras Fair-

Aconfluence of renowned craftsmen

Fun Fair

Bhajan Sandhya & Maha Aarti

Light & Sound Show based on

the Mahabharata and the Gita

30 Mapping Light & Sound Show on Vishwaroop

10:00 AM

24— 26 November

Kurukshetra University

International Gita Seminar

24

—1December

Sunday, 30 November

10:00AM  Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar

3:00PM  Senate Hall, Kurukshetra University

Bhagavadgita Panchamrit-

Viram Evam Bhandara Prasad

All India Religious Shrines Conference
(AKkhil Bhartiya Devsthanam Sammelan)

Monday, 1 December

7:30AM  Jyotisar, Birthplace of the Gita

9:30AM  Jyotisar

Scan the OR cod
Whatsapp channel
blic

Complete Recitation of the Gita & Gita Yajna
Purna Anuti of the Yajna &
Worship of the Sacred Banyan Tre

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:00 AM
4:30 PM
6:00 PM

Brahma Sarovar
Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar

Brahma Sarovar
Jvotisar & Sannihit Sarovar

Exhibitions of religious, educational &

social institutions.

State-Level Exhibition by Information, Public
Relations & Languages Department, Haryana
Gita Book Fair by Haryana Granth Academy
Srimad Bhagwat Katha

Purushottampura Baag & Mahila Ghat, Brahma Sarovar  Cultural Programmes

Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar
Purushottampura Baag, Brahma Sarovar

Bhajan Sandhya & Maha Aarti
Cultural Programmes

www.internationalgitamahotsav.in
www.48koskurukshetra.com
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