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India's squad for home South
Africa Tests announced; Pant,
Akash Deep return

\
\

Pace-10 | WorLo

il

Newly elected NYC mayor
Mamdani flaunts his Indian
roots at victory speech

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday met the triumphant Indian women's cricket team at his residence
and lauded the players for their “remarkable resilience and comeback” in the World Cup after enduring a
tough phase marked by three consecutive defeats.

6 women killed
while crossing tracks

at UP railway

Mirzapur
ix women on their
way for Kartik
Purnima Snan were
run over by a passing
train at Chunar Rail-

way Station in Uttar
Pradesh's Mirzapur dis-
trict on Wednesday after
they got down from the
wrong side of another
train and tried to cross
the tracks, officials said.

The incident took
place around 9.30 am
when the passengers got
off the Chopan Express
on the track and were hit
by the approaching Ne-
taji Express train from
Howrah to Kalkaji, Pub-
lic Relations Officer of
NCR Prayagraj Division
Amit Singh said.

Speaking to reporters
at the site, District Mag-
istrate Pawan Kumar
Gangwar said the inci-
dent took place when
several passengers got
off on the tracks instead
of the platform.

"They were struck by
another train approach-
ing from the opposite
direction, which did not
have a stop here. Six
persons have died in
this tragic incident - one
from Sonbhadra district
and five from Mirzapur,"

station

he said.

Gangwar said the vie-
tims appeared to have
tried to cross the tracks
in haste, thinking they
would reach the plat-
form faster.

"They possibly thought
they could cross the rail-
way line quickly, which
led to this unfortunate
accident. It is a deeply
saddening incident," he
added.

Gangwar further con-
firmed that no one was
injured in the mishap
and that all six who
came under the train
had died on the spot.

The deceased were
identified as Savita, 28,
Sadhna, 16, Shiv Kumari,
12, Anju Devi, 20, Sushi-
la Devi, 60, and Kalawa-
ti, 50.

They had come here
for Kartik  Purnima
Snan, according to offi-
cials. The Chunar rail-
way station is located
around 2 km from the
Ganga banks.

Kartik Purnima is the
full moon day in the
Hindu month of Kartik
(October-November),
regarded as one of the
most sacred days in the
Hindu calendar.
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SC to examine
surrogacy
bar for
second child

- New Delhi _
The Supreme Court
has agreed to examine
whether a law banning
married couples facing
secondary infertility from
using surrogacy to have
a second child amounts
to a restriction by the
State on the reproductive
choices of citizens.

An intending couple

having any surviving
child biologically or
through adoption or

through surrogacy earli-
er cannot avail surroga-
cy procedures for a sec-
ond child.

However, if the surviv-
ing child is mentally or
physically challenged or
suffers from life threat-
ening disorder or fatal
illness with no perma-
nent cure, the couple can
avail surrogacy for a sec-
ond child after obtaining
medical certificate from
a district medical board
and with the approval of
the appropriate authority.

A bench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and R Ma-
hadevan took note of the
submission by a lawyer
appearing for a couple
facing secondary infer-
tility.

During the hearing,
Justice Nagarathna oral-
ly observed that the re-
striction imposed under
the provision was "rea-
sonable" in view of the
growing population of
the country.

The lawyer argued that
the government cannot
interfere in the private
lives and reproductive
choices of citizens.

Agency

Harmanpreet, Smriti ge
inked with special World
victory tattoos

Ci)

Democracy at Stake: Rahul Gandhi’s “Vote Chori”

Charge and the Battle for Electoral Integrity

Top Story Bureau
~ New Delhi

ahul Gandhi’s fiery
press conference
in New Delhi on

the alleged “vote chori”
in Haryana has shaken
the moral conscience
of Indian democra-
cy. His claim that over
25 lakh fake or dupli-
cate entries exist in the
electoral rolls goes far
beyond partisan rheto-
ric; it touches the very
soul of the Republic's
constitutional promise.
Coming on the eve of
the Bihar Assembly elec-
tions, these allegations
acquire enormous po-
litical and institutional
significance. ~ Gandhi's
words were not just a
political outburst but
an indictment of the
credibility of India’s

T -

election machinery. By
alleging that the Elec-

tion Commission has
tilted the field in favour
of the ruling dispensa-
tion, he has not merely
accused the government
of wrongdoing; he has
also, perhaps inadvert-
ently, suggested that a
fair contest is impossi-
ble, thereby acknowl-

HIGHLIGHT

® Gandhi unveiled what
he called the “H-Files,”
presenting figures that,
if true, amount to an
electoral earthquake—
over five lakh duplicate
voters, nearly a lakh
invalid addresses, and
about twenty lakh bulk
entries registered at
single premises, mak-
ing up 25.41 lakh sus-
pect entries in Harya-
na’s voter list.

edging, in advance, that
the Bihar elections could
end in the ruling NDA’s
favour. His critics see
this as a calculated dis-
claimer, an admission of
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Bihar gears up for high
stakes first phase of polls

B The Opposition’s CM face Tejashwi Yadav is in the fray, as are Deputy CMs
Samrat Choudhary and V.K. Sinha; crucial test for CPI(ML), LJP(RV), VIP; in 2020,
Mahagatbandhan won 63 of 12

S *

New Delhi

he stage is set for
the crucial first
phase of the as-

sembly elections in Bi-
har on Thursday, as 3.75
crore voters will decide
the electoral fate of 1,314
candidates,  including
top leaders such as In-
dian National Develop-
mental Inclusive Alli-
ance's (INDIA's) chief
ministerial face Tejash-
wi Yadav and Deputy
CM Samrat Choudhary
of the Bharatiya Janata
Party.

Yadav aims at a hat-
trick in Raghopur, while
his principal challenger
Satish Kumar of the BJP
had defeated his mother
Rabri Devi in 2010 while
contesting on a Janata
Dal-United symbol.

The seat was expected
to witness a high-voltage
contest, with Jan Suraaj
Party founder Prashant
Kishor declaring that he
wanted to take on Yadav
on his home turf.

However, Kishor de-
cided not to contest, and
his party gave a ticket to
a less fancied candidate
Chanchal Singh.

In adjoining Mahua,
Yadav's estranged elder
brother Tej Pratap, who
has floated his own out-
fit Janshakti Janata Dal,
is locked in a multi-cor-
nered contest.

The elder son of Rash-
triya Janata Dal presi-

Bilaspur crash: 'Crew failed to control passenger train'

Chhattisgarh

he crew of a pas-
senger train that
collided with a

stationary freight train
in Chhattisgarh failed
to control it at a red
signal, according to the
findings of a preliminary
probe into the incident
conducted by railway
experts.

The local MEMU
(mainline electric mul-
tiple unit) passenger
train rammed into a sta-
tionary goods train in
Chhattisgarh's Bilaspur
district on Tuesday, kill-
ing 11 people, including
the loco pilot, and injur-
ing several others.

"Crew of train no.
68733 (MEMU Local)
failed to control the
train at danger signal
no AJ-5 and collided

with the rear brake van
(last coach) of train no.
N/MDIT (goods train),"
the initial probe report
said.

It added that the crew
of train number 68733
was responsible for not
controlling the train at
the right time and right

position before the dan-
ger signal, and commit-
ting an SPAD (Signal
Passed at Danger) vio-
lation -- an instance of
overshooting a red sig-
nal.

AThe probe report was
prepared by five experts.
The findings said the

MEMU train, contain-
ing eight coaches (six
passenger coaches and
two motor coaches on
either end), departed at
3:48 pm from platform
number 2 of the Gevra
station towards the Bi-
laspur station on the 'UP'
line.

It overshot a red sig-
nal and collided with
the rear brake van of a
59-wagon goods train
standing at the next red
signal at 3:50 pm, the
report said.

The impact was so se-
vere that the brake van
of the goods train cap-
sized completely and
half of the motor coach
(locomotive) of the pas-
senger train climbed
onto the wagon next to
the brake van.

According to the re-

port, the loco pilot and
the assistant loco pilot
were found injured in
the motor coach. While
the loco pilot died sub-
sequently, the assistant
loco pilot was taken to
the nearest hospital im-
mediately, along with
other passengers.

Officials said the inci-
dent took place on the
'UP' line and the middle
line was used to operate
a tower car to evacuate
the injured passengers
to the hospital.

"The middle line was
given fit for train move-
ment at 4:30 pm and
the 4th line at 4:50 pm.
Rescue operations were
initially started by the
tower car staff at 4:07
pm and it continued,"
the report said.
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dent Lalu Prasad seeks
to wrest the seat from sit-
ting RJID MLA Mukesh
Raushan, though the
presence of Sanjay Sin-
gh, the Lok Janshakti
Party-Ram Vilas candi-
date who represents the
National ~ Democratic
Alliance, and Independ-
ent Ashma Parveen, the
runner-up of 2020, has
queered the pitch.

Several ministers in
the Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment, including
Deputy Chief Ministers
Samrat Choudhary and
Vijay Kumar Sinha, will
also have their electoral
fates decided in the first
phase of polls.

Sinha hopes to re-
tain Lakhisarai for the
fourth consecutive
term, surmounting the
not-so-formidable - chal-

1 seats going to polls
il

lenge provided by Am-
resh Kumar of the Con-
gress and Suraj Kumar
of the Jan Suraaj Party.

Choudhary, who is
enjoying his  second
consecutive term in the
legislative council, is
contesting a direct elec-
tion after about a decade
from Tarapur.

His victory is bound to
cement his position in
a party which he joined
less than a decade ago,
but where his political
stock has risen rapidly.

The former state BJP
president faces a stiff
challenge from RJD's
Arun Kumar Sah, who
had lost the seat in 2020
by a thin margin of about
5,000 votes.

Somewhat similar
to Choudhary's case is
that of Mangal Pandey,

a minister and a former
state BJP president who
is contesting from Si-
wan, the first instance of
his fighting an assembly
election.

Pandey, who has been
an MLC since 2012, faces
a formidable adversary
in RID's Awadh Biha-
ri Chaudhary, a former
assembly Speaker who
has been a several-term
MLA from the seat.

The neighbouring
seat of Raghunathpur
is being keenly watched
because of Osama Sha-
hab, the 3i-year-old
son of deceased gang-
ster-turned-politician
Mohd Shahabuddin, a
several-term MP from
Siwan who was known
as the 'uncrowned king'
of the area.
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Zohran Mamdani scripts history,
becomes NYC's 1st Muslim mayor

New York
Mamdani

7 Zohran  Mamdani
scripted  history
on Election Day as

he emerged victorious
in the closely-watched
battle for New York City
Mayor, becoming the
first South Asian and
Muslim to be elected
to sit at the helm of the
largest city in the US.
Mamdani, 34, had
been the front-runner in
the NYC Mayoral elec-
tion for months and on
Tuesday defeated Re-
publican nominee Curtis
Sliwa and political heav-
yweight former New
York State Governor
Andrew Cuomo, who
ran as an independent
candidate and received

Donald
Trump's endorsement
only on the eve of the
election.

Mamdani had upset
Cuomo in the Democrat-
ic primary race for New
York City mayor and was
declared victorious in
June this year.

US  President

“Zohran Mamdani is
running for Mayor to
lower the cost of living
for working class New
Yorkers,” his campaign
had said as the young
politician continued to
garner support among
the youth and work-
ing-class New Yorkers,
who have been reeling
under the burden of
high costs and job in-
securities amid a tough
economic and political
climate in the country.

With Mamdani's win,
New York City and the
US entered a new polit-
ical and ideological era
with the democratic so-
cialist now at the helm of
the citadel of capitalism.
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Democracy at
Stake: Rahul
Gandhi'’s “Vote
Chori” Charge
and the Battle
for Electoral
Integrity

'CONTD FROM PAGE-1

inevitable defeat clev-
erly wrapped in moral
outrage. His supporters,
however, argue that he
is raising the alarm in
national interest, to save
democracy from silent
subversion.

At the press confer-
ence, Gandhi unveiled
what he called the
“H-Files,” presenting fig-
ures that, if true, amount
to an electoral earth-
quake—over five lakh
duplicate voters, nearly
a lakh invalid addresses,
and about twenty I
bulk entries registered
at single premises, mak-
ing up 25.41 lakh suspect
entries in Haryana's vot-
er list. To dramatize his
charge, he displayed
images showing a single
woman’s face allegedly
used on multiple voter
IDs. “When the vote is
stolen, the voice of the
people is silenced,” he
declared, transforming
data into an emotive
appeal. His argument
was not merely statis-
tical; it was ethical. e
claimed the very process
of electoral verification
had been corrupted to
benefit the ruling par-
ty and asserted that
the same manipulation
could repeat in Bihar.
In his words, this was
not a regional anomaly
but a national pattern of
“vote theft” designed to
subvert democracy from
within,

The Election Commis-
sion, which stands as the
constitutional guardian
of free and fair elections,
has found itself on trial.
Gandhi’s charge that it
has “colluded with the
ruling party” has pierced
deep into its institution-
al credibility. The Com-
mission’s brief state-
ment dismissing the
allegations as “baseless”
has not answered the
larger concern haunting
the public mind—has
the autonomy of the
Commission been com-
promised under pres-
sure? For a democracy
that prides itself on the
independence of its in-
stitutions, even the per-
ception of bias is enough
to corrode public trust.
The ECI cannot mere-
ly issue denials; it must
open its records, per-
mit independent audits,
and embrace a new era
of transparency. In an
age of data-driven gov-
ernance, technology can
ensure fairness if the will
exists.
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India-Japan partnership enhances
stability in Indo-Pacific: Jaishankar

New Delhi

he  India-Japan
partnership  en-
hances the stra-

tegic stability in the
Indo-Pacific region and
contributes to economic
growth at the global lev-
el, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar said
on Wednesday.
Jaishankar said main-
taining a "free and open”
Indo-Pacific is a strong-
er imperative but also a
more complex challenge.
He was speaking at the
India-Japan Indo-Pacif-
ic Forum organised by
the Delhi Policy Group
and the Japan Institute
of International Affairs.
"Our partnership that
has deepened so much
in the last few decades
has greater value than
ever before. It serves to
enhance strategic sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacif-
ic and contribute to the
economic one at a global

level," Jaishankar said.
"Maintaining a free
and open Indo-Pacific
is a stronger imperative
but also a more complex
challenge," he noted.

SIR in Bengal: Over 84
lakh enumeration forms

dlstrlbuted so far

Kolkata

As part of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in West
Bengal, more than 84
lakh enumeration forms
were distributed across
the state so far, an offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

The month-long exer-
cise began on Tuesday
and will continue till De-
cember 4.

"More than 84 lakh
enumeration forms
were distributed by
hooth-level officers
(BLOs) till 4 pm on
Wednesday," an official
of the Election Commis-
sion said.

"Yesterday, there were
no untoward incidents
reported from anywhere
in the state. If any resist-
ance is reported against
a BLO, we immediately
instruct the district elec-
toral officers (DEOs) to
investigate," the official
said.

As part of the process,
80,681 BLOs have been
deployed across the 294
assembly constituencies.

Around  7.66  crore
enumeration forms have
so far been prepared,
and each voter will re-
ceive two copies, the EC
official said.

According  to  the
guidelines for the SIR
process, BLO would
countersign both forms.
The officer would retain
one filled-up form for
the Election Commis-
sion and return the sec-
ond with a stamped ac-
knowledgement, which

may be required for fu-
ture reference.

The SIR is being con-
ducted in West Bengal
after a gap of 23 years.

The last such revision
of voters' lists was held
in the state in 2002.

Meanwhile, EC Prin-
cipal Secretary SB Joshi,
Deputy Secretary Ab-
hinay Agarwal reached
West Bengal as a part of
their schedule to oversee
the SIR rollout in Cooch
Behar, Alipurduar, and
Jalpaiguri districts, an
official said.

"During the visit, they
will evaluate the per-
formance of BLOs and
returning officers (ROs),
and may interact with
political leaders. Rep-
resentatives from the
office of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) will
also be present during
the review process,” the
official said.

The EC officials are
scheduled to meet the
district _electoral of-
ficers (DEOs), ADM
(Election), all the Assis-
tant Electoral Registra-
tion Officers (AEROs),
and sector magistrates
(SMs) in the three dis-
tricts, he added.

On Thursday morning,
they will conduct field
visits in Alipurduar be-
fore heading to Cooch
Behar in the afternoon,
the official said.

The next day, the EC
officials will continue
their field visits in Jal-
paiguri and parts of Dar-
Jjeeling, he added.

'EC now fully exposed': Gehlot backs
Rahul's allegations of vote theft in Haryana

Jaipur

Former Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Wednesday backed Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi's allegations of large-
scale irregularities in the
Haryana Assembly elec-
tions, saying the Election
Commission's credibility
now stands completely
exposed.

Reacting to Gandhi's
press conference, Gehlot
said the Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha
has been consistently
brought out evidence of
“vote theft" and has now

resented "detailed proof
of fraud" in Haryana.
Rahul Gandhi has ex-
posed how democracy
was murdered through
the collusion between
BJP and Election Com-
mission. This is not just
theft, but daylight rob-
bery," Gehlot alleged.

He said in a post on X
that the Congress lost
to the BJP in Haryana
by around 22,000 votes
while Gandhi has pre-
sented "evidence of ma-

"In';tead of addressing

these irregularities, the
Tlection Commission has
launched SIR in 12 states,
even though the matter
is sub-judice before the
Supreme Court. Why this
haste before the verdict?"
he asked, alleging that the
EC's "intent and conduct”
were questionable.

“The Election Commis-
sion is fully exposed now.
Election commission plays
an important role in a de-
mocracy but if such acts
are done, democracy will
weaken. The EC should
take it seriously,” he told
reporters in Jaipur.

Jaishankar said Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's recent phone
conversation with his
Japanese  counterpart,
Sanae Takaichi, as soon

as she assumed office, is
testimony to the priority
that both sides attach to
the relationship.
"Looking ahead, the
India-Japan partnership

1

Jaishankar said
maintaining a “free
and open" Indo-

Pacific is a stronger
imperative but also
a more complex

challenge. I

must focus on leveraging
our strengths, bolstering
our supply chains and
investing in artificial in-
telligence, semiconduc-
tors, critical minerals,
clean energy and space,”
he said.

Jaishankar said as
two major democracies
and maritime nations,
India and Japan have a
larger responsibility to-
wards the Indo-Pacific.

"The Indo-Pacif-
ic Oceans' Initiative,
where Japan co-leads
the maritime trade,
transport and connec-
tivity pillar, has the po-

tential to our
contributions,” he said.

Jaishankar highlight-
ed new initiatives, such
as the Next Generation
Mobility  Partnership,
Economic Security Ini-
tiative, Joint Crediting
Mechanism and Joint
Declaration on Clean
Hydrogen and Am-
monia and an MoU in
the field of mineral re-
sources, as examples of
an evolving contempo-
rary agenda.

"People-to-people ex-
changes are expected to
receive a boost with the
Action Plan for ITuman
Resource Cooperation
and Exchange. As they
unfold, we may expect
to create a deeper un-
derstanding at the soci-
etal level," he said.

"Together, all these
initiatives reaffirm the
strategic and compre-
hensive nature of our
ties," he added.

Sadbhavana Sammelan in Delhi to
Unite 450 Saints for National Harmony

TSN/New Delhi

In a remarkable effort
to promote peace, unity,
and the spirit of human
values across the coun-
try, around 450 saints
and spiritual scholars
will assemble in Delhi for
the “Sadbhavana Sam-
melan.” The two-day na-
tional event, organized
by the Manav Utthan
Sewa Samiti, will be
held at Shri Hans Nagar
Ashram, Pandwala, on
November 8 and 9. The
gathering coincides with
the 125th birth anniver-
sary of Yogiraj Param
Sant Shri Hans Ji Maha-
raj, the revered spiritual
figure and founder of the
organization.

The Sammelan will be
presided over by Shri
Satpal Ji Maharaj, Cab-
inet Minister in the Ut-
tarakhand Government
and an internationally
respected spiritual lead-
er. He will serve as the
chief speaker, guiding
discussions on how cit-
izens can rise above di-
visions of caste, creed,
and religion to embrace
Manav ~ Dharma—the
true essence of human
religion.

According to Mahat-

Bihar witnessed
tremendous
growth under
Modi, Nitish:
Nadda

Bettiah/Motihari
BJP national president
JP Nadda on Wednesday
said the "NDA stands
for HIRA" and credit-
ed Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar for the state’s
rapid development.

Addressing public ral-
lies in Bettiah and Moti-
hari, Nadda said, "NDA
stands for HIRA... H for
Highway, T for Internet,
R for Railway, and A for
Airport. All these de-
velopments have taken
place in Bihar and will
continue."

He asserted that the
election was not merely
about winning seats but
about providing stability
and advancing Bihar's
growth.

"The importance of
light is realised when
you know the darkness
of RID's rule. During
Lalu ji's tenure from
the 9os to 2005, Bihar
faced ‘jungle raj’. To-
day, thanks to Modi ji
and Nitish ji, Bihar has
moved from the lantern
era to the LED era," he
said.

ma Satyabodhanand Ji,
Manager of Manav Ut-
than Sewa Samiti, the
Sadbhavana Sammelan
aims to strengthen the
message of harmony
and compassion that
Shri IHans Ji Maharaj
dedicated his life to
spreading. “Our goal is
to inspire individuals
to live by the universal
values of love, tolerance,
and mutual respect. Hu-
manity must come be-
fore all other identities,”
he said.

Foroverseven decades,
the Manav Utthan Sewa
Samiti has worked to
foster goodwill and so-
cial unity across India.
Through events such
as the Manav Dharma
Sammelan, Rashtriya
Ekta Sammelan, Bharat
Jago Sammelan, Sar-

va Dharma Sammelan,

BJP is not a threat to
George Kurian

Christians:

Aizawl
Union Minister George
Kurian on Wednesday
said that the BJP is nota
threat to Christians.

Addressing a rally
at Darlung village in
north-western Mizo-
ram's Mamit district,
Kurian said the BJP is
not inimical to Christi-
anity and there is noth-
ing to fear about the par-
ty for Christians.

Kurian said that he
was baffled by the al-
leged teaching in the
Christian-dominated
Mizoram to fear the saf-
fron party.

"I have joined the BJP
since its inception in
1980. I am from Kerala,
and I am a true and good
Christian ~ devotee. T
have never come across
difficulties for being a
BJP member due to my
faith. Therefore, teach-
ing people to fear the
BJP ls only a political
g'xme " Kurian said.

ere is no contradic-
tion for a Christian to
associate with the BJP,"
he added..

Kurian, the Union
Minister of State for Mi-
nority Affairs, Fisheries,
Animal Iusbandry and

and Vishwa Shanti
Sammelan, the organi-
zation has continuously

encouraged interfaith
dialogue and national
integration.

This year’s Sadbha-
vana Sammelan will
witness  participation
{from 17 states, including
Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jammu
& Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Punjab, Hary-
ana, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Mabharashtra, Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Goa, Tamil
Nadu, and Delhi. Saints
and scholars from more
than 250 cities—includ-
ing Varanasi, Haridwar,
Ujjain, Bhopal, Jammu,
Shimla, Jaipur, Mumbai,
Hyderabad, Chennai,
and Bengaluru—are ex-
pected to take part.

Dairying portfolios, said
Dampa must link with
Delhi to usher in devel-
opment in the area.

He said that the BJP
government at the Cen-
tre will bring seve,mll de-
Vi

)
wolllm

Mahatma Satya-
bodhanand Ji noted
that the diversity of
representation at the
Sammelan reflects the
growing commitment
among people of all
regions and faiths to
strengthen  harmony
and human values. The
event is expected to
feature devotional dis-
courses, spiritual dis-
cussions, and collec-
tive prayers for peace
and unity in the nation.

The two-day gather-
ing will also highlight
the enduring legacy of
Shri Ians Ji Maharaj
and his vision of “One
Humanity, One Re-
ligion,”  emphasizing
that the path to nation-
al peace begins with
compassion and under-
standing among indi-
viduals.

bad road. T have wit-
nessed how the state
government  neglected
your area. This is very
unfortunate,” he said..
Citing that the NDA
govemments top prior-

road connectivity and
agricultural link roads,
if the BJP candidate is
elected in the upcoming

bypoll..
Kurian also blamed
the Zoram People's

Movement (ZPM) gov-
ernment headed by
Chief Minister Lalduho-
ma for allegedly neglect-
ing the Dampa constitu-
ency..

“"While I was heading
to Darlung, 1 travelled
on a very narrow ﬂﬂd

ity is Ku-
rian said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi also
gave due importance to
Mizoram's growth and
a Rs 8,000 crore railway
line project was opened
by the PM in September
to improve connectivity
between Mizoram and
the rest of the country..
The Union Minister
also visited other villag-
es within Dampa con-
stituency, and he will
leave for Delhi on Thurs-
day, BJP sources said..

2026 TN polls:
Fight confined
between TVK,
DMK: Actor
Vijay

Mahabalipuram
Actor-politician ~ Vijay
on Wednesday pitched
his political party TVK
as a strong alternative
to the ruling DMK in
Tamil Nadu, saying the
electoral battle next year
was confined only be-
tween these two parties.

Regarding the Septem-
ber 27 Karur stampede
that left 41 dead and
over 60 injured, he said
people were questioning
the 'hasty’ appointment
of a one-member com-
mission, since suspend-
ed by the Supreme Court,
and top state govern-
ment officials holding
a press meet to explain
the chronology of events
that unfolded on that
fateful day.

The Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam founder-chief
was speaking at a special
general council meet-
ing of the party at a pri-
vate hotel in this coastal
town, about 50 km from
Chennai.

Vijay, who has been
critical of the DMK,
once again slammed the
ruling party and its pres-
ident and Chief Minister
M K Stalin.

In an apparent refer-
ence to the post-stam-
pede situation, he said
the obstacles being faced
by the party are tempo-
rary and that "we will
shatter all of them."

He reiterated that the
fight in the 2026 Assem-
bly election will be con-
fined between DMK and
TVK.

"The contest is between
only two," he said, and
the party functionaries
responded hy saying
"TVK and D!

"This conte‘;t is going
to get stronger. There
will be 100 per cent win
for TVK," Vijay asserted.

On the r stam-
pede, Vijay said it was
an "indescribable an-
guish” for him following
the death of near and
dear ones.

Taking the DMK gov-
ernment over the issue,
he said, "the people are
questioning the hasty
appointment of the one
member commission by
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to probe the stam-
pede in Karur."

PUBLIC NOTICE

This i to inform 1o public at lurge
that my client Mr. Jagan Singh
Slo Sh. Inder Pal aged about 60
year Rio H.No, J4 Sunder Nagri
Delhi-110093 My client severed all
relations from His son namely Mr
Lavkush and his Doughter In Law
(Putr vadhu) Mrs. Kashish W/o Sh
Mr Lavkush intend 1o disown and
deburred them from all movable and
immovable properties in Delhi and
out of Delhi due 1o their misbehave
and quarrelsome behaviar. My client
shall not be responsible for their
acts, if any person deals with them
then he/she will be domng that on his’
her own risk, cost and consequences
because both are out of control of
my client

Raj Kuamr Raje (Advocate)
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Noida Authority
slaps Rs 25 lakh
on Modi Mall
for littering

BRIEF

S

Noida

The team of Noida Anthor-
ity during inspection on
Wednesday slapped a fine of
Rs25lakhon Modi Mall lo-
cated in sector-25A for vio-
lating the solid waste man-
agement rules.

General Manager of the
authority SP Singh said that
during the inspection of
Modi Mall management it
was found that the rules of
solid waste management
were not being followed in
the context of bulk waste
generator, waste segrega-
tion, storage and ‘waste pro-
cessing, n of waste
was not being done in the
mall. The waste was being
given to unauthorised scrap
dealers, who were throwing
the waste on the road.

The general manager stat-
ed that the mall manage-
ment and staff did not co-
operate during the inspec-
tion. A fine of 2.5 million ru-
pees has been imposed on
the Modi Mall management
afternumerous deficiencies
were found. Strict action
will be takenif the fine is not
paid within a week. More
malls will be inspected in the
futare. Mall managements
found negligent in cleanli-
nesswill faceaction. Pub-
lic health department offi-
cials Indu Prakash and Gau-
rav Bansal were also present
on the inspection team.

DPCC slams Delhi
govt for
postponing “Phool
Walon Ki Sair”

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee president De-
vender Yadav here on
Wednesday said that the
BJP played narrow sec-
tarian politics to force
postponement of the cen-
turies-old “Phool Walon
Ki Sair” festival.

The “Phool Walon Ki
Sair festival which was
scheduled to be held in
Mehrauli from November
2, but stands postponed
now, he further said.
adding every year, people
of Delhi eagerly looks for-
ward to the week-long
festival of flowers, which is
a cultural melting pot, but
the Delhi Development
Authority’s stubbornness
to deny permission to hold
the festival in its tradi-
tional venue, Aam Bagh
Park in Mehrauli, has
forced the organisers of
the festival to postpone it
to March 2026.

Yadav accused the BJP
government of playing
politics with this cen-
taries-old festival when
the government has sev-
eral problems for urgent
solutions like air and wa-
ter pollutions, broken
roads, accumulation of
garbage and power and
water shortages. He said
that dating back to 1811,
“Phool Walon Ki Sair” of-
fers a platform for Hindus
and Muslims to jointly of-
fer floral ‘chaadars’ and
‘pankhas’ at Khwaja
Bakhtiyar Kaki Dargah
and Yogmaya Temple in
Mehrauli, which has nev-
er been interrupted since
1942 except for Covid-19
pandemic years of 2020
and 2021.

The BJP government
has hurt the sentiments of
both Hindus and Muslims
by not granting full per-
mission to hold the festival
and if the Gupta govern-
ment thinks that it can
influence a section of peo-
ple in the city for its nar-
row political gains, it was
totally mistaken as the an-
guish expressed by the
public for the postpone-
ment of the festival cuts
across all sections of soci-

ety.
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Sood calls for stronger MCD actlon on pollution

Diksha
New Delhi

elhi Urban De-

velopment Min-

ister  Ashish

Sood chaired a
key review meeting with
senior officials of the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) at the Delhi
Secretariat to assess the
city’s waste management
and pollution control
measures.

During the meeting, of-
ficials informed that about
14,000 metric tonnes of
waste are collected daily
in the capital. Sood di-
rected officials to expe-
dite waste segregation at
the source, stressing that
effective segregation is es-
sential for proper waste
management.

He instructed that the
modern machinery pro-
cured by the MCD for
cleanliness and pollution
control be used efficient-
ly to ensure visible im-
provement in Delhi's san-
itation standards.

The Minister reviewed
the operation of 28 smoke

guns, 167 sprinklers, and
52 mechanical road
sweeping machines being
used across Delhi to con-
trol dust and pollution.
He directed officials to
ensure that all machines
are functional and, if re-
quired, employees should
work in double shifts. He
also asked for a redesign
of the operational routes
to enhance efficiency and

reduce pollution levels
Referring to the fire in-
cidents reported at the
Ghazipur landfill last year,
Sood instructed officials
to take strict preventive
measures and ensure the
proper use of fire-fighting
equipment. MCD officials
briefed him that 20,000-
25,000 tonnes per day of
bio-mining is being car-
ried out at landfill sites,

Vijender Gupta marks Guru
Nanak Jayanti w1th reverence

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Vijender Gupta, the Speaker
of the Delhi Legislative As-
sembly, on Wednesday hon-
ored the birth anniversary of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji by visit-
ing Gurudwara Bangla
Sahib.

He participated in prayers,
seeking blessings for peace,
prosperity, and well-being
for the people of Delhi. Gup-
ta emphasized the teachings
of Guru Nanak, which pro-
‘mote compassion, equality,
and selfless service, encour-
aging a commitment to so-
cietal welfare.

During his visit, the Speak-
er also explored a special
exhibition at the Gurudwara

that showcased the life and
teachings of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji.

The exhibition included
rare photographs, manu-
scripts, and visnal represen-
tations of significant events
in the Guru's life, highlight-

ing his teachings on equali-
ty and efforts 1o unite hu-
manity across different back-
grounds. He expressed ad-
miration for how the exhibi-
tion depicted the Guru's con-
tributions towards peace and
social harmony.

with record achievements
recently. No new waste is
being dumped at Okhla,
and designated zones have
been marked for Bhalswa
and Ghazipur.

Sood announced that
he will personally review
the landfill sites, visiting
Ghazipur on Monday and
Bhalswa on Thursday. He
also directed installation
or repair of GPS systems

He instructed that

CM Gupta leads
citywide clean -up drlve

the modern ma- Staff Reporter
chinery procured %
Delhi government led by CM
by the MCD for Rekha Gupta has lmched a
and pol- road cleaning

lution control be
used efficiently to
ensure visible im-
provement in
Delhi’s sanitation
standards.

in all cleaning and pollu-
tion control vehicles for
real-time monitoring.
MCD officials informed
him about various pre-
ventive adopted

campaign to tackle rising
pollution levels in the city.
Thisinitiative includes de-
ploying 200 maintenance
vans across all Public Works
Department (PWD) roads
to clean road surfaces, fill
pothles, upgrade signage,
and perform other neces-
sary maintenance tasks,
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta has set strict guide-
lines for this operation and

at the Bhalswa, Ghazipur,
and Okhla landfill sites
to prevent fire incidents.
Designated areas have
been earmarked for the
disposal of municipal sol-
id waste (MSW) at Bhal-
swa and Ghazipur, while
no new waste is being
dumped at the Okhla
landfill. These measures

among officers, stating that
negligence will not be toler-
ated.

In addition to road clean-
ing, the campaign involves
monitoring industrial enis-
sions and vehicles to control
pollution hotspots. The PWD
has initiated a special drive
for deep cleaning and dust
control along its roads, with

have si ly reduced
landfill fire incidents in
recent years.

each van responsible for
cleaning a specific stretch
of road daily under the su-

pervision of a Junior Engi-
neer or Assistant Engineer.

Progress is being made
rapidlyon 1,400 kilometers
of PWD roads, focusing on
removing dust, cleaningkerb
channels, dealing with de-
bris, and in coordination
with the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi for dumping
cases, Regular review meet-
ings are held by senior offi-
cersto ensure the workis on
track, with a target to com-
plete the tasks within 45
days. Strict actions will be
taken against officers who
fail to meet their goals.

The campaign also prior-
itizes tree upkeep along
PWD roads, with 60 vans
from the Horticulture De-
partment designated for
pruning and maintenance
works.

Cooperative Sector to Play a Leading Role
in Bulldlng a Developed Delhi: Indraj

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
The Delhi government's
Minister for Cooperation,
Ravinder Indraj Singh, on
Wednesday announced
plans to strengthen the co-
operative banking sector to
help build a developed Del-

hi.

He highlighted the im-
portance of transparency,
expanding bank branches,
providing easy financial as-
sistance, and promoting
self-reliance initiatives. The
goal is for Delhi's coopera-
tives to set an example for
the country.

During the announce-
ment, he inaugurated the
“Humanity First” ambu-

Delhi's AQI declining due to coordinated
civic efforts: Man]mder Singh Sirsa

New Dethi

Delhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa on
Wednesday said the city's
Air Quality Index (AQI) is
showing a declining trend
due to coordinated civic ef-
forts.

According to official data,
9.325 vehicular challans, 83
truck diversions, 454 com-
plaints were resolved, and
2,348 MT of construction
and demolition waste was
lifted on Tuesday.

The enforcement drive
also saw 128 inter-state bus-
es checked at Delhi's borders.

"These numbers reflect
Delhi's all-agency effort to
keep theair dean. Over 1,200
enforcement teams are on
the ground day and night —
monitoring, inspecting, and
ensuring compliance,” Sirsa
was quoted as saying in a
press release.

Delhi's air quality showed
further improvement on
‘Wednesday but was still
recorded in the "poor” cate-
gory with an overall AQI of
202, as favourable wind con-
ditions helped disperse pol-
lutants,

The AQI was recorded at

291 on Tuesday and 309 on.
Monday, data from the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) showed.

Sirsa said Delhi's consis-
tent progress reflects the
success of coordinated, sci-
ence-based actions being im-
plemented on the ground.

"Every day, multiple agen-
cies across Delhi are working
in complete coordination
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta. The
positive trend in Delhi's AQL
is the outcome of this disci-
plined, data-backed effort,”
he added.

The AQI on November 5
stood at 202, compared to

DDA approves
several key proposals

New Delhi

The Delhi Development Au-
thority has approved sever-
al proposals including rede-
velopment of old staff quar-
ters and construction of a
world-class sports infra-
structure in Narela, officials
said on Wednesday.

At its board meeting, the
land owning agency also de-
cided to extend 10 per cent
annual escalation fees on
rent to residents of soon-
to-be-demolished Signature
View Apartments in Muker-

jee Nagar, they said.

Accordingto the DDA, for
annual escalation, the base
rent would be Rs 50,000
per month for high-income
group allottees and Rs
38,000 for middle income
group. The agency also gave
nod for change of land use of
an area measuring 40.23
hectares forland polling pol-
iey.

"Land pooling area is di-
vided into 138 sectors having
poolable area of approxi-
mately 20,422 hectares.

373 in 2024, 454 in 2023,
381 in 2022, 462 in 2021,
450 in2020 and 324 in 2019
— reflectinga continued im-
provement trend driven by
the strategic, science-based
approach of the Delhi gov-
ernment - he stressed.
Sirsa informed that in a
24-hour period, more than
500 inspections were car-
ried out across the city by
teams from the DPCC, MCD.
NDMC, DCB, PWD, DJB,
revenue department, DSI-
IDC and DMRC, with senior
officers from the Chief Min-
ister's Office, DPCC, DSI-
IDC, PWD, MCD and rev-
enue department also joining

field inspections in selectar-
cas.

"In the last 24 hours, our
teams have inspected 387
construction and demolition
sites, 79 municipal solid
waste locations, 22 DG-set
installations and 12 hotels
and restaurants to check fuel
usage and dust-control com-
pliance. Action has been tak-
enwherever violations were
found," the minister said.

To tackle road dust and
vehicular poltution, 9o MT of
road dust was collected
through mechanical sweep-
ing, while 1,088 km of roads
were cleaned through MRS,
1,797 km water-sprinkled
and 5171 km covered
through anti-smog guns, us-
ing more than 1.07 lakh litres
of treated water, he in-
formed.

"Wehave intensified dust
mitigation and road-cleaning
operations across all pollu-
tion hotspots. The chief min-
ister has issued clear direc-
tions to ensure that every
agency remains active on
the ground,” Sirsa said.

He further emphasised
public participation in this
mission.

lance service by Jamia Co-
operative Bank. This service
will help transport critical
patients to hospitals and
assist with the transporta-
tion of deceased individuals
for their last rites. The ini-

tiative is part of events cel-
ebrating the “International
Year of Cooperatives 2025.

Ravinder Indraj praised
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

and Union Home and Co-
operation Minister Amit
Shah for advancing the co-
operative movement in In-
dia.

He promoted the motto
Sahkar Se Samriddhi’
(Prosperity through Coop-
eration) and pointed out
that leading cooperatives
like Amul and TFFCO rank
among the top globally.

To enhance Delhi’s co-
operative sector, compre-
hensive reforms are being
implemented for the first
time. The Cooperation Min-
ister commended Jamia Co-
operative Bank Ltd. for its
commitment to the cooper-
ative spirit and its efforts to
aid small enterprises.

Delhi Air quality shows
improvement still "‘poor’

New Delhi

Delhi's air quality showed
further improvement on
Wednesday but was still
recorded in the "poor"” cat-
egory with an overall Air
Quality Index (AQI) of 202,
as favourable wind condi-
tions helped disperse pollu-
tants.

The AQI was recorded at
2910n Tuesdayand 309 on
Monday, data from the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) showed.

The levels of PM10 and
PM2.5-- the key pollutants
--also declined, with PMi1o
measured at 175.2 micro-
grams per cubic metre, com-
pared to 260 a day earlier,
and PMz2.5 at 85.5 as against
128.2 on Tuesday.

Of the 38 monitoring sta-
tions in the city, 28 report-
ed the air quality in the
"very poor” category with
readings of above 300, ac-
cording to the CPCB's
Sameer app.

Vehicular emissions con-
tributed 16.8 per cent, while
other unidentified sources
accounted for 44 per cent,
according to the daily mean

of local and non-local frac-
tional contribution to PM2.5
in Delhi caleulated by the
Decision Support System
(DSS).

Satellite data showed that
on Wednesday, 94 stubble-
burning cases were detected
in Punjab, 13 in Haryana
and 74 in Uttar Pradesh.

According to the Air Qual-
ity Early Warning System
for Delhi, the wind speed
waslikely to decrease to be-
low 10 kmph from the
northwest direction during
the eveningand night hours
on Wednesday.

The air quality is expect-
ed to remain in the "very
poor” category between No-
vember 6 and 8, it stated.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said
westerly winds with speeds
of up to 15 kmph prevailed
over the city in the last 24
hours, aiding the dispersal
of pollutants.

Since Diwali, the nation-
al capital's air quality has
fluctuated between the
"poor” and "very poor" cat-
egories, occasionally dip-
ping into the "severe” zone.

Probe ordered after video shows Delhi
cops manhandhng locals in Adarsh Nagar

New Delhi

Aviral video showing police
personnel allegedly man-
handling locals during the
detention of a man in north-
west Delhi's Adarsh Nagar
hassurfaced on sodal media,
prompting an internal in-
quiry, an official said on
‘Wednesday.

According to the police
statement, the incidenttook
place earlier in the day when
a patrolling team in the Lal
Bagharea received informa-
tion about a person plan-

ning to sell narcotic drugs in
the locality.

"The person was later
identified as 32-year-old Mo-
hammad Tarif, aresident of

Lal Bagh, who has previous
involvement in cases of mur-
der and violence," Delli Po-
lice said in a statement.

‘When the police team con-
fronted Tarif, he misbehaved
with the personnel and gath-
ered his family members and
relatives to create pressure
on the staff.

‘As a preventive measure,
he was apprehended. How-
ever, hisrelatives attempted
to obstruct and pressure the
beat staff, it added.

The video circulating on-

line is reportedly from the
moment when the police
team Tarif and

The maximum tempera-
ture on Wednesday was
recorded at 30.4 degrees
Celsius, 1.6 notches above
the seasonal average, while
the minimum temperature
settled at 184 degrees Cel-
sius, the IMD said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby in-
formed that Mr. Vikas Kumar
s/0 Mr. Madan Lal owner of
Shop bearing Pt. No. 2, on
Ground Floor, without roof
rights, area measuring 7.115q.
Yards, Property bearing No.
WZ-88, (old house no. Wz-
161/414/1-11), buiilt on Plot
No. B-25 & portion of B-26,
Khasra No. 432/65, situated in
the abadi known as Khazan
Basti, area of Village- Nangal
Raya, Delhi State, New Delhi,
vide Sale Deed

dt.31.12.2019, Doc.No.6454,
executed by Mr. Ajay Gupta
s/o Late Mr. Rajkumar Gupta &
Mrs. Sarita Gupta w/o Late Mr.
Ashwani Gupta, SR-VII-A,Saroji-
ni Nagar,Delhi.

And in the property chain Org.
Relinquishment Deed dt.
17.12.2019, doc.No.6241, Sale
Deed dt.12.08.1992,
doc.No.7253, Sale Deed dt.
14.10.1992, doc. No. 8928 &
Sale Deed dt. 10.12.1992, doc.
No. 10105, were lostand FIR
has been lodged vide LR
No:3256015/2025 on dt.
05.11.2025.

And now said property is being
financed by AU Small Finarice
Bank Ltd if anybody has any

his relatives trying to free
‘"him, it further said.

Responding to the allega-
tion thata woman was beat-
enduring the incident, police
said aninquiry has been or-
dered under the supervision
of the Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police (ACP), Ja-
Thangirpuri.

"Appropriate action will
be taken based on the find-
ings of the inquiry.

party inter-
estin thesaid property of any.
kind of dispute, kindly inform
the undersigned in written
with proof within 7 days of this
publication on the below men-
tioned address, failing which [
am aware that in case default
with the mortgage property,
that all borrowers/owners are
responsible for the same.
Satvendra Gautam

Advocate

Property No. 126, Shop No. 03
Lal Kuan, (up)
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BJP to mark 150 years of 'Vande Matram' at
150 plaes on ov 7: PM to attend Delhi event

- )

New Delhi/Gurugram

de Matram' will

be collectively

sung at events

planned in 150

places of significance

across the country to mark

150 years of the national

song, with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi set to at-

tend one such programme

at the Indira Gandhi Sta-

dium in Delhi on Novem-
ber 7.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party headquar-
ters here, BJP National
General Secretary Tarun
Chugh said the party plans
to celebrate the milestone
as a festival.

"Several programmes to
celebrate the occasion will

be organised across the
country from November 7

? dik
to 26 (Constitution Day).
Vande Matram will be sung

Delhi govt unveils 'Indraprasth Anthem'
at Purana Qila on Kartik Purnima

New Delhi

Delhi Tourism Minister
Kapil Mishra on Wednesday
unveiled the "Indraprasth
Anthem" during a grand
cultural evening organised
at the historic Purana Qila
on the occasion of Kartik
Purnima.

Speaking at the event,
Mishra said Kartik Purnima
and the Purana Qila to-
gether symbolise the city
ancient roots and spiritual
heritage.

"Today, we are collective-
Iyreviving the real history of
Delhi.... a history that was
long hidden or misrepre-
sented," he said.

The minister said that un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta, the
Delhi government is work-
ing to bring the city's au-
thentic cultural and histor-
ieal identity to the forefront.

"Our culture, art, cuisine,
traditions and tourism em-
body the Indian spirit and it
is our mission to restore
their rightful pride and
recognition,” Mishra said.

He also described Kartik
Purnima as the "true foun-
dation day" of Dethi, saying
that it marks the establish-
ment of Indraprasth -- the
city associated with Lord

2 dead 4 injured in
car-autorickshaw
collision in Gurugram

Gurugram

Two people were killed while
four others were seriously in-
Jjured after a speeding car hit
an autorickshaw on Dwarka
Expressway in the early
hours on Wednesday, police
said.

According to the police,
the accident happened
around 4 am while crossing
the Garhi Harsaru flyover on
the expressway.

Aspeeding car struck the
auto directly, causing it to
overturn. The driver fled
leaving his car on the spot,
they said.

e injured are being
treated in hospital. An FIR
has been registered at sector
10 A palice station.

Mausim, Arif, Sahil and
Rihan were returning from
a salon they worked at in
MG Road, in an auto driven
by Sahil. Raju, the driver's
brother, was also in the ve-
hicle when they were trav-
eling via Railway Road to-
wards Sector 89, police said.

Apolice team reached the
spot and rushed all the in-
jured to the civil hospital
where auto driver Sahil (27)
and Arif (30) were declared
dead. The injured Mausim,
Rihan, Raju and Sahil are
still being treated in hospi-
tal, police said.

Asenior police officer said
that they are examining
CCTV footage from the ex-
pressway to investigate the
accident. Efforts are also
underway to identify and
arrest the car driver. "We
‘have seized the car and bod-
ies are kept in the mortuary
for post-mortem,” he said.

Krishna and the Pandavas.
"Historically, the true
foundation of Delhi was laid
on Kartik Purnima,” the
minister said.

The event, jointly hosted
by the Delhi government
and the Draupadi Dream
Trust, was attended by sev-
eral prominent personali-
ties including voice artist
Harish Bhimani, Archaeo-
logical Survey of India Di-
rector General YS Rawat,
archaeologist Padma Shri
awardee KK Muhammed
and Draupadi Dream Trust
Chairperson Neera Misra, a
statement said.

Highlighting ongoing ini-
tiatives in the tourism sec-
tor, Mishra said the gov-
ernment is promoting reli-

=

gious and spiritual tourism
in Delhi and ensuring that
festivals are celebrated in a
clean and safe environment.

The minister also said
that the Delhi government
celebrated Hindu New Year,
Navratriand Dev Deepawali
at thestatelevel for the first
time.

"Together, we are erasing
the shadow that covered
Delhi's glorious past and
present. The city will once
again be recognised as In-
draprasth," Mishra said.

Expressing gratitude to
the dignitaries and artists,
the minister said that the ef-
forts of individuals like
Neera Misra are instru-
mental in reviving the glory
of Indraprasth.

at 150 places of signifi-
cance on November 7,

which will be followed by a
pledge for using indige-
nous products,” Chugh
said, adding poetry writing,
recitation and painting will
feature in these events
across 20 days.

Information about PM
attending the event at the
1G Stadium was shared by
BJP national secretary Om
Prakash Dhankar.

"Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will participate in
the singing of the song
Vande Mataram at the In-
dira Gandhi Stadium in
Delhi,” Dhankar said while
interacting with media-
persons at the BJP office in
Gurugram.

The places where the
Vande Matram commem-

orative events will be held
include Kargil War Memo-
rial, Andaman and Nicobar
Cellular Jail, Odisha's
Sawaraj Ashram, Shaheed
Smarak Park in Agra and
Namo Ghat in Varanasi.

During the conference,
Chugh  said  Vande
Mataram served as a slo-
gan and a guiding mantra
in the lives and actions of
millions of revolutionar-
ies during India’s freedom
struggle.

"Many freed om fighters
faced the gallows chanting
Vande Mataram and en-
dured the oppression of
foreign rulers with this slo-
gan on their lips," he said.

"The song was composed
by Bankim Chandra Chat-

terjee in 1875, and its first
famous public rendition
‘was done by Rabindranath
‘Tagore in Calcutta in 1896.
By 1905, during the period
of Bengal's partition, the
song had been set to the
classical raga 'Desh Malhar'
and had become im-
mensely popular, echoing
as the voice of the people,"
he added.

Dhankar, at the press
conference, also said that
the chief ministers of all
the states will also partici-
‘pate in the programmes in
their respective capitals to
mark the special day.

Vande Matram, an ode
to the motherland, was
adopted as the national
song in 1950.

Over 15.7 lakh vials of banned cough
syrup seized in Ghaziabad; 8 held

Ghaziabad (UP)

In one of the biggest crack-
downs on the illegal trade of
banned pharmaceutical sub-
stances in recent years,
Ghaziabad Police and the
crime branch seized over
15.7 lakh vials of prohibited
cough syrup concealed in-
side four trucks parked ata
warehouse along the Delhi-
Meerut Road, officials said
on Wednesday.

Eight people have been
arrested in the operation,
which was carried out joint-
Iy by Nandgram Police and
the erime branch following a
tip-off from Senbhadra Po-
lice, who had recently
nabbed another group of

"In total, 15,73,500
vials packed in

1,150 cartons were
recovered from the

drug peddlers ransporting  gpy;cks. The con-
similar consignments. 5
According to Additional ~ Signments were
issil of Police

(Crime) Keshav Kumar
Choudhary, the raid was
conducted at 'Machhli
Godown' near Ghookna
Mor, where four trucks
loaded  with  Eskuf,

led behind
gunny bags of lime-
stone," Choudhary
told reporters on
Tuesday

P! and Tapentadol
were found parked.

The trucks were allegedly
booked under the pretext of
transporting limestone from
Indore to Guwahati.

"In total, 15,73,500 vials

GreNo Authority hopes to complete
survey and relocation work of
Bodaki terminal within a year

Noida

The land acquisition survey
and relocation work for the
Bodaki terminal being built
in Greater Noida will be
completed within a year.
The Greater Noida (GreNo)
Authority has prepared a
ground plan for this.

The survey work is ap-
proximately 9o percent
complete, but the reloca-
tion will take time. Farmers'
consent is being sought for
the relocation. The Bodaki
terminal will be a multi-
modal hub where passen-
gers will get train, metro,
and bus services under one
roof.

As many as 70 trains
will run from the Bodaki
terminal to eastern states.
Most of these trains will be
going to Bihar. Currently,
no express train stops here.
Therefore, the opening of
the Bodaki terminal will
benefit 3.5 million people in
the district. Currently, peo-

The survey work is ap-
proximately 90 per-
cent complete, but the
relocation will take
time. Farmers' consent
is being sought for the
relocation.

——
ple have to travel to Ghazi-

abad or Delhi to catch
trains.

The terminal's opening
will provide relief. On Tues-
day, the Greater Noida Au-
thority held an online meet-
ing with railway officials
concerned. The meeting dis-
cussed objections raised in
the survey and other issues.
It was decided that the en-
tire work would be com-
pleted within the next year.

Land will be acquired for
the Bodaki terminal in Bo-
daki, Palla, Pali, and sever-
al other villages. A survey of
the villagers' land is being
conducted continuously.
Administrative teams visit

the villages daily and are
communicating with the
farmers there. The admin-
istrative team has complet-
ed i ly 90 per-

packed in 1,150 cartons were
recovered from the trucks,
Th =

He added that the esti-
mated market value of the
seized material is around
Rs 3.4 crore.

The officer said that
codeine-based cough syrups,
which were originally man-
ufactured for medical pur-
poses, are now widely mis-
used as intoxicants.

"The government has
banned the sale of such
syrups, and companies like
Abott Pharma at Baddi in
Himachal Pradesh stopped
their  production  of
Phensedyl in December
2024," he said.

Those arrested have been

were con-
cealed behind gunny bags of
limestone," Choudhary told
reporters on Tuesday.

identified as Saurav Tyagi
(37), Shadab (29), Shiv Kant
(32), Santosh Bhadana (32),
Ambuj (26), Dharmendra

(49), Deepu Yadav (24), and
Sushil Yadav (35). Police
described  Tyagi and
Bhadana, both transporters,
as the key operators of the
racket.

During interrogation, the
duo allegedly confessed to
supplying banned cough
syrups to multiple states,
including areas in the Na-
tional Capital Region, and
even across the border to
Bangladesh.

"Tyagi, who also serves
as the cashier of the Ghazi-
abad Chemists and Drug-
gists Association, used his
professional connections
with phar firms to

A

GreNo Authority
to equip village
streets with

LED lights

Noida

The dark streets of Greater
Noida's villages will soon be
illuminated. The Greater
Noida (GreNo) Authority
has begun preparations to
install LED streetlights in
more than 15 villages, both
urban and rural. Approxi-
mately $2.20 crore will be
spent on this project.

‘With the expansion of vil-
lages, many new streets have
emerged where streetlights
have not yet been installed.
The electricity department
has identified these loca-
tions and issued tenders.
According to the authority,
work is expected to begin
within a couple of months
once the firm is selected.

In the Greater Noida East
area including Junpat, Ghori
Bachhera, Sakipur, Jaitpur-
Vaishpur, Tughlagpur,
Nawada, Echhar, and Kasna,
as well as several surround-
ingvillages, settlements are
rapidly expanding. Howev-
er, the lack of streetlights
leaves residents facing dark-
ness and insecurity as
evening approaches.

The Greater Noida Au-
thority conducted a survey of
dark areas a few months
ago. Now, in the first phase,
work is underway to illumi-
nate the dark streets of these
villages with LED lights, The
Greater Noida Authority
launched a plan to replace
sodium streetlights with
LED streetlights in 2021
More than 150,000 LED
streetlights have been in-
stalled so far. LED lights
provide better lighting and
save electricity.

Ttalso plansto install LED

source these syrups. He also
runs a medical store in the
city," Choudhary said.

Apart from the cough
syrup consignments, police
recovered Rs 20 lakh in cash,
aCreta car, two laptops, sev-
en rubber stamps, 10 fake
SIM cards, and several
forged documents from the
accused.

The additional commis-
sioner said efforts were un-
derway to bust the wider
interstate and cross-border
network involved in the ille-
gal distribution of banned
pharmaceuticals.

high-mastlights in parks in
sectors 36, 37, Pi-1 and 2,
builders area, P-3, Omicron-
1A, and Swarn Nagari. The
tender process has begun.
This will facilitate visits even
during night hours and en-
hance security in the parks.

Greater Noida Authority
CEO N.G. Ravi Kumar stat-
ed that a detailed action
plan has been prepared to
improve lighting in urban
and rural areas, Instructions
have been given to install
streetlights in all dark areas.
Emphasis is also being
placed on increasing power
supply in industrial areas.

Special Officer Mahendra Prasad inspects

Barola village to addre

Ajit Kumar
Noida
Acting on the directions of
Chief Executive Officer
Lokesh M., Special Officer
Mahendra Prasad carried out
ani ion of Village Baro-

cent of the survey work.

Recently, Gautam Bud-
dha Nagar DM Medha Ru-
pam assured the farmers
that a social impact assess-
ment survey would soon be
conducted to assess theim-
pact the project will have on
the lives of the villagers.
Further decisions would be
made based on the assess-
ment. The Bodaki railway
station will cost 1685
crore. A three-year target
has been set for its comple-
tion.

Srilakshmi VS, ACEO of
the Greater Noida Author-
ity, said, "Our focus is on
completing the survey and
relocation work within a
year. Land surveys are un-
derway for relocation. The
administration is also con-
ducting the survey.

la to review sanitation and
civil infrastructure issues.
The visit was part of an on-
going drive to strengthen
cleanliness measures and ac-
celerate the resolution of
long-pending civic problems
in rural areas under the Noi-
da Authority’s jurisdiction.

Accompanying the Special
Officer during the inspec-
tion were S.P. Singh, Gener-
al Manager (Public Health-T),
Indu Prakash Singh, Public
Health Officer, Gaurav
Bansal, Project Engineer
(Public Health-1), Pradeep
Kumar, Senior Manager
(Water and Sewerage), and
Rajkamal, Senior Manager
(Work Circle-3).

During the review, offi-
cials informed that regular
cleaning of the existing sew-
er lines is being carried out to

prevent overflow and block-
ages. Pradeep Kumar, Senior
Manager (Waterand Sewer-
age), said that considering the
rapid population growth in
Barola, a sump wellisunder
construction to improve
sewage management. He
added that most of the sew-
er lines have already been
laid and will soon be con-
nected to the new sump well
once the project is complete.

Rajkamal, Senior Manag-
er (Work Cirde-3), shared
that the estimates for recon-
structing the entire drainage
system have been approved.

Stalker who shot at teenage girl in Faridabad arrested

Faridabad
The man who allegedly
stalked and shot at a 17-
year-old JEE aspirant in
broad daylight in Faridabad
was arrested on Wednes-
day, police said.

Jitendra alias Jatin
Mangla (30) allegedly con-
fessed during interrogation
that he fired shots at the vie-
tim in a fit of rage after she

refused to talk with him,
they said.

Kanishka, a Class 12 stu-
dent was on her way back
from the library when she
was attacked in Faridabad’s
Shyam Colony on Monday
evening. Ina CCTV footage,
the alleged stalker is seen
waiting for her in the street
walking up to her and then
shooting her at point-blank

range — one bullet struck
the teen's shoulder and an-
other grazed her abdomen.

The girl is stable but still
under treatment in hospital.
An FIR on the matter has
been registered at City Bal-
labgarh police station.

A team of crime branch,
Sector 65 arrested Mangla, a
resident of Sarmathla vil-
lage near Sohna in Guru-

gram, on Wednesday, po-
lice said.

"During interrogation, he
revealed that he worked in
the accounting department
at Rawal Institute College,
Jakhopur in Faridabad. He
met the girlin 2024. He sub-
sequently started harassing
her despite her objections.

"On November 3, he fol-
lowed her and asked to

speak, but she refused. En-
raged, he shot her. We are
questioning the accused,"
said a Faridabad Pglice
spokesperson.

The victim is aresident of
Bhagat Singh Colony and a
Class 12 seience student. She
is currently preparing for
the JEE and frequented a li-
brary in Shyam Colony to
prepare for the JEE.

The tender process, he said,
will be completed shortly,
afterwhich new drains will be
constructed across the village.
For immediate relief, areas
with blocked or encroached
drains and culverts will be
deared, and Hume pipes will
be installed to ensure sm
water flow.

He further mentioned that
development projects worth
around T20 crore have been
approved, and tenders will
soon be finalized to begin
the work.

During the inspection, it
was also found that several

SS civic concerns

vacant plots within the village
were being encroached upon
bylocal residents. The Special
Officer directed officials to
fence these plots with wire
and install signboards to pre-
vent further encroachments.
Observing that many sew-
ers were clogged, leading to
waterlogging on roads and
streets, Prasad ordered im-
mediate cleaning of the sew-
er lines to restore normal
flow and hygiene.
Inarelated development,
S.P. Singh, Indu Prakash
Singh, and Gaurav Bansal
also inspected Sector-25
(Modi Mall) and Village
Sadarpur. During this in-
spection, a fine of T25 lakh
was imposed for non-com-
pliance by bulk waste gener-
ators, and alarge quantity of
banned single-use plastic was
seized. The inspections are
partafa broader initiative by
the Noida Authority to ensure
better sanitation, prevent en-
croachments, and improve
civic infrastructure across
villages in the region.

Four of family killed as truck hits
motorcycle in Haryana's Nuh

Gurugram
Four members of a family in-
cluding two children were
killed after a truck hit their
motorcycle in Haryana's Nuh
district on Wednesday af-
ternoon, police said.

The truck driver fled the
scene after the accident,
abandoning his vehicle. An
FIR has been registered at

the Ferozepur Jhirka City
police station, and the bod-
ies have been sent to the
Mandi Khera hospital for a
‘post-mortem, they said.

The accident occurred
‘when a 10-tyre truck coming
en route to Biwan from Fer-
ozepur Jhirka rammed into
the family’s motorcycle, a
police officer said.
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Rahul trying to
mislead country
says Saini

Chandigarh:
Iaryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on
‘Wednesday lashed out
at Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, accusing him
of trying to mislead the
country with his “lies.”

However, Saini re-
fused to comment on the
allegations of Gandhi,
who charged that the
2024 Haryana assembly
polls were “stolen,” as he
cited electoral roll data
to claim that 25 lakh
entries were fake an
the Election Commission
colluded with the BJP to
ensure the saffron party’s
victory.

The “centralised plan”™
included a Brazilian mod-
el whose photograph
was used 22 times in 10
booths in the Rai assem-
bly constituency, using
names such as “Seema,
Sweety and Saraswati”
for her, the Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
said at a press conference
in Delhi during which
he put up a presentation
“The H-files” to back his

claim.
When asked about
Gandhi’s allegations,

Haryana CM Saini said
he does not want to make
any comment.

“But Rahul Gandhi
is trying to mislead the
country. The Congress
always worked towards
pushing the country
back,” said Saini while
speaking to reporters in
Panchkula.

He further said that the
Congress and its “Yuvraj”
are not left with any issue.

“Today, I do not want
to make any comments.
When the time comes, I
will certainly speak, as
they lack any issue,” he

id.

sai

“They (Congress) are
misleading the country by
speaking lies. People will
not join you by spread-
ing such falsehoods.

“You (Rahul Gandhi)
are lying. Your four
generations ruled the
country. Even if after the
rule by four generations,
the Congress and Rahul
Gandhi Baba speak lies,
then it is unfortunate,”
he said.

Fresh snowfall
in high-altitude
areas of
Himachal

Pradesh

__ Shimla:

Fresh snowfall was re-
corded in  high-alti-
tude areas in Himachal
Pradesh on Wednesday,
bringing cheers to the
Jocals and tourists who
braved extreme cold con-
ditions.

The tribal district of
Lahaul and Spiti and the
higher reaches of Kin-
naur, Kullu and moun-
tain passes received fresh
snowfall, causing a drop
in mercury and creating
chilly weather in adjoin-
ing valleys.

Snowfall was also wit-
nessed in Kuk i an
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Haryana leads the way in Gau
Sanrakshan & natural farming: CM Saini

Shiv Kumar

New Delhi:
aryana Chief
Minister Nayab

Singh Saini reaf-
firmed his government’s
commitment to Gau
Sanrakshan (cow pro-
tection) and the promo-
tion of natural farming,
emphasizing that these
are top priorities for the
state.

He was speaking at
the inauguration of
the Swadeshi National
Godhan Summit 2025 at
Major Dhyan Chand Na-
tional Stadium in New
Delhi on Wednesday.
The event, organized
under the guidance of
Guru Dalip Singh Ma-
haraj, coincides with the
556th Prakash Parv of
Guru Nanak Dev Ji and
will continue until No-
vember 10. The summit
has drawn public repre-
sentatives and spiritual
leaders from across the
country to discuss cow
protection and natural
farming practices.

After inaugurating the
summit, the Chief Min-
ister visited the grand
Namdhari exhibition set
up at the venue. Ile said
the six-day event pro-
vides an opportunity for

meaningful dialogue and
collective efforts toward
the cause of Gau Sanrak-
shan.

Saini highlighted that
Gau Seva (service to
cows) and agriculture
are interlinked, describ-
ing the cow as the foun-
dation of India’s tradi-
tional economy. “Since
ancient times, wealth
was measured by the
number of cows a per-
son owned. The milk of

indigenous cows is not
only sacred but also ben-
eficial for health, par-
ticularly in preventing
diabetes and heart dis-
eases,” he said.

The Chief Minister
also lauded Prime Min-

tive, calling it a crucial
step toward achieving
self-reliance. “The path
of Gau Mata Sanrak-
shan and the strength of

Swadeshi lead us toward
Atmanirbhar Bharat. We
must dedicate ourselves
to this vision with full
i ity,” he added.

outlined several
steps taken by the Har-
yana Government to
ensure cow welfare. He
said the state is work-
ing to make Haryana
free from stray cattle
and has established
two Gau Abhyaranyas
in Panipat and Hisar,

CM Mann dedicates Shahpur Kandi Dam to
people on Guru Nanak Dev ]i’s Parkash Purab

Komal Ramola
Pathankot:

On the auspicious occa-
sion of the Parkash Pu-
rab of Sri Guru Nanak
Dev Ji, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Sin-
gh Mann inaugurated
the much-awaited Shah-
pur Kandi Dam Project,
a major infrastructure
milestone  worth  Rs
3,394.49 crore, calling it
a historic gift to the peo-
ple of Punjab.

Addressing the gath-
ering after the inaugura-
tion, the Chief Minister
said the project marks
a proud and transform-
ative moment for the
state. e expressed grat-
itude to the engineers,
employees, and laborers
who worked relentlessly
to bring the project to
completion. Mann said
the Shahpur Kandi Dam
will serve as a boon for
farmers, industrialists,
traders, and citizens
alike, while also creating
significant employment
opportunities for the
youth.

“Punjab is an agrarian
state, and this project
will not only strengthen
our irrigation network
but also enhance power

generation capacity. The
Shahpur Kandi Dam
will become the lifeline
of Punjab, particularly
for the Majha region,”
he said, adding that the
project will illuminate
lakhs of homes and im-
prove countless lives.

Sharing project de-
tails, the Chief Minister
said the dam is being
constructed at a cost of
Rs 3,394.49 crore, with
Punjab contributing Rs
2,6094.02 crore (80%)
and the Government of
India funding Rs 700.45
crore (20%). A total of
3,171.72 acres of land
have been acquired for
the project, of which
1,643.77 acres fall in
Punjab and 1,527.95
acres in Jammu and

Kashmir.

to

“With Shahpur Kandi
Dam now in place, wa-
ter released from Ranjit
Sagar Dam will be stored
and used optimally for
both power generation
and irrigation,” Mann
explained.

The dam stands 55.5
meters high and includes
a 7.7 km-long hydel
channel. Two power-
houses with a combined
capacity of 206 MW are
under construction, with
75% of the work already
completed. The Chief
Minister d that

The project is expected
T e
L

irrigation in the state.
Mann said it will bring
water to 5,000 hectares
(12,500 acres) of farm-
land in Pathankot, Gur-
daspur, Amritsar, and
other Majha districts.
Additionally, it will en-
sure uninterrupted irri-
gation for 1.18 lakh hec-
tares under the Upper
Bari Doab Canal system.

Before the dam’s con-
struction, the Ranjit
Sagar Dam Power House
could not utilize its full
600 MW capacity dur-
ing peak demand hours
due to the absence of a
downstream  reservoir,
leading to water flowing
unused into Pakistan.

CM Mann confirms X1000 monthly
transfer for Punjab Women

TSN/Chandigarh:
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann
has confirmed that the

h ited 1000

Keylong in Lahaul and
Spiti district, The Met
said on Wednesday.

Videos of the snowfall
have surfaced on the in-
ternet.

The Lahaul valley, Ro-
htang Pass, Koksar, Mari
and nearby areas were
wrapped in a thin layer of
impeccable white snow,
presenting an enchant-
ing look, reports reaching
here said.

The people in tribal ar-
eas reeled under intense
cold conditions with mer-
cury staying two to seven
degrees below freezing
point, while the mid and
lower hills received light
rains at isolated places.

The locals and busi-
nessmen are pinning
hope that early snowfall
would increase the tour-
ist footfall in Manali and
Lahaul and Spiti. Snow
would give a boost to the
tourism industry said
locals Kirti Krishan and
Ruplal.

monthly assistance for
women will be rolled
out after the upcoming
budget session, calling it
a landmark step toward
women’s empowerment
and financial independ-
ence.

Addressing a massive
public gathering during
a roadshow in support
of Aam Aadmi Party
candidate Harmeet Sin-
gh Sandhu ahead of the
Tarn Taran assembly
by-election, the Chief
Minister said that the
scheme will directly ben-
efit every eligible wom-
an in the state through
Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) — “without pa-
perwork, without mid-
dlemen, and with just
one click.”

“This %1000 is not
just financial aid; it is a
new definition of respect
and self-reliance for
the women of Punjab,”
Mann declared, drawing

from the crowd. e said
the promise made to
women during the pre-
vious election campaign
would now be fulfilled in
full, as the government
continues to deliver on
its commitments one by
one.

The Chief Minister ex-
plained that the month-
ly transfer will provide
much-needed relief to
households, help women
participate more active-
ly in decision-making,
and strengthen the fi-
nancial stability of fam-
ilies. “When a woman
I s oal]
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strong, the entire fam-
ily becomes strong,” he
said.

Calling himself the
“Minister of Sorrows”
(Dukh Mantri), Mann
said he considers it his
duty to stand by the peo-
ple in both joy and hard-
ship. He added that his
government’s  welfare
measures—ranging from
300 units of free elec-
tricity and employment
generation to improved
schools and Aam Aadmi
Clinics—reflect its com-
mitment to an honest
and people-centric gov-
ernance model.

the project will be fully
operational by March
2026, marking the start
of electricity production.

Highlighting the pro-
ject’s tourism potential,
Mann said a large lake
formed upstream of the
dam will be developed
into one of Punjab’s
leading tourist desti-
nations. He added that
the region—comprising
Shahpur Kandi, Ranjit
Sagar, and Chamrod—
will be developed into
a  world-class  water
sports and tourism hub,
with several private
companies expressing
interest in investing in
the area.

equipped with proper
sheds, water, and fod-
der facilities. Currently,
about four lakh cows
are being cared for in
686 Gaushalas across
the state. Of these, 330
Gaushalas have been
equipped with solar
power plants to ensure
sustainability. He also
noted that Gaushala
land is registered free
of cost and the budget
of the Haryana Gau
Seva Aayog has been in-
creased to 3595 crore.

Extending  greetings
on the occasion of Guru
Parv, Saini recalled the
teachings of Guru Nanak
Dev Ji, who preached
the values of Kirat Karni
(honest work), Vand
Chhakna (sharing with
others), and Naam Jap-
na (remembering God).
“If we follow these three
principles in life, we can
create a better and more
compassionate society,”
he said.

Among those present
at the event were Ms.
Jeevan Kaur, Ms. Gur-
mit Kaur, former MP
Sunita Duggal, Haryana
Gau Seva Aayog Chair-
man Sarvan Garg, and
several other dignitaries
and officers.

Migrant Uttarakhandis are our true
brand ambassadors: CM Dhami

Dehradun:
Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh

Dhami on Wednesday
described migrant Ut-
tarakhandis as the true
‘brand  ambassadors’
of the state and called
upon them to become
partners in the state’s
development campaign.

Addressing the
“Pravasi  Uttarakhandi
Conference” organised
as part of the Silver Ju-
bilee celebrations of the
establishment of Ut-
tarakhand, he said that
migrant Uttarakhandis
are taking the state’s cul-
ture, traditions, and the
pride of the motherland
to new heights.

They carry with them
the culture of the Devb-
hoomi and the fra-
grance of their soil
wherever they live,
Dhami added.

The state government
has formed the Migrant
Uttarakhand Council to
incorporate their sug-
gestions and experienc-
es into the mainstream
of the state’s develop-
ment, the CM said.

In this regard, he said
that many migrants in
the state are contribut-
ing to development by
adopting their own vil-
lages.

Dhami said the state
government is contin-

uously moving forward
towards the goal of
“Developed India, De-
veloped Uttarakhand”
and the state has made
remarkable  progress
in all sectors, includ-
ing education, health,
roads, sports, drinking
water, tourism, energy,
and air connectivity.

The state’s first-place
ranking in the NITI
Aayog's Sustainable
Development  Goals,
the “Achievers” ranking
in the “Ease of Doing
Business” category, and
the “Leaders” ranking
in the “Startup Rank-
ing” are the result of the
state’s well-planned ef-
forts, CM Dhami added.

Asserting that the Ut-
tarakhand government
is also fully committed
to maintaining cultural
values and demograph-
ic balance, he said that
in four years, more
than 26,000 youth have
been given government
jobs, while more than
200 corrupt people
have been sent to jail.

“The state govern-
ment’s goal is to make
Uttarakhand a state by
the Golden Jubilee year
where every youth has
access to respectable
employment, — migra-
tion is stopped, and mi-
grants return with dig-
nity,” he said.

Punjab govt transforms Mid-Day Meal

Scheme with expande

TSN/Chandigarh:
The Bhagwant Mann-led
Punjab Government has
introduced far-reaching
reforms in the Mid-Day
Meal Scheme (MDMS),
turning it into one of the
most  imp: social
welfare programs in the
state. The changes aim
not only to improve chil-
dren’s nutrition but also
to expand employment
opportunities for thou-
sands of women across

Punjab.
In a landmark step, the
government  extended

the scheme in Septem-
ber 2023 to cover nearly
1.95 lakh children in Up-
per Kindergarten (UKG)
classes in government
schools—ensuring ~ that
even the youngest stu-
dents in the public ed-
ucation system receive
a daily nutritious meal.
The decision reflects the
government’s belief that
proper nutrition during
early childhood is vital
for learning and cogni-
tive development. For
many children in rural
Punjab, the mid-day meal
remains their most nutri-
tious meal of the day.
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann said
the expansion is part of
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a broader vision to make
education equitable and
hunger-free. The move
also translates into more
employment for wom-
en cooks, reinforcing the
program’s dual purpose
as both a nutritional and
economic intervention.
Starting January 2024,
the Mann government i
troduced seasonal
once a week—
bananas, later joined by
locally grown Kinnow
and carrots—to enhance
the nutritional diversity
of children’s diets. The in-
itiative links nutrition with
Punjab’'s farm economy
by sourcing produce from
local growers, ensuring
freshness while support-
ing rural livelihoods. In
November 2025, a new
weekly menu designed
by nutrition experts was

d Coverage

rolled out, focusing on bal-
anced, protein-rich, and
vitamin-dense meals to
combat malnutrition and
promote healthy growth
among children.

Building on this mo-
mentum, the state gov-
ernment has proposed a
Chief Minister's Breakfast
Scheme, inspired by Ta-
mil Nadu’s model, which
would provide a nutritious
morning meal to prima-
ry school students. The
proposal, currently under
Cabinet consideration, is
intended to address the
widespread problem  of
children arriving at school
on empty stomachs. Once
implemented, the initia-
tive is expected to create
additional employment for
women while improving
attendance, concentration,
and learning outcomes.

Former Haryana minister Sampt Singh joins INLD

Chandigarh:
Former Haryana minister
Sampat Singh returned to
the INLD fold on Wednes-
day, three days after quit-
ting the Congress he had
joined 16 years ago.

The senior leader
claimed that he wasted
years after joining Con-
gress from the INLD.

INLD chief Abhay Sin-
gh Chautala and the par-
ty’s state unit president
Rampal Majra welcomed
Singh back into the par-
ty fold. Majra said those
who worked with Chaud-
hary Devi Lal and fought
alongside him, “are once
again present among us
today, and we welcome
him.”

Singh expressed his
gratitude to Chautala and
Majra, saying he has got
back the platform that
former deputy prime
minister late Chaudhary
Devi Lal and ex-Haryana
chief minister late Om
Prakash Chautala gave
him.

In his resignation let-
ter to Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, Sin-
gh had alleged that the
party in Iaryana hasbeen
“reduced to a personal
fiefdom where loyalty is
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rewarded with servitude
and dissent with exile”.

No accountability has
been fixed for the party’s
continuous decline be-
tween 2009 and 2024, he
had claimed.

On Wednesday, Singh
said while INLD currently
has only two MLAs in the
9o-member Haryana As-
sembly, he is determined
to make it the strongest
alternative to the BJP.

If INLD forms govern-
ment after the next state
elections, it will formulate
policies for the develop-
ment of all sections of
society, with special em-
phasis on education and
healthcare, he said.
Chautala said, “He has
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taken this decision to car-
ry forward the policies of
Chaudhary Devi Lal. We
express our gratitude to
him.” He also announced
making Sampat Singh
INLD patron.

Abhay Chautala alleged
that JJP president and his
elder brother Ajay Singh
Chautala had “forced”
Sampat Singh and Ram-
pal Majra to leave the
INLD.

Majra, who  had
switched over to the BJP,
later rejoined the INLD.

Asked about Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s
charge that the 2024 IT.
yana assembly polls were
“stolen”, Abhay Chautala
said, “Who taught ‘vote

chori'? Earlier, the Con-
gress used to do this. Now
the BJP is carrying it for-
ward.”

“Why didnt Rahul
Gandhi cite these exam-
ples when the Congress
came to power in ITim-
achal Pradesh, Karnata-
ka, and Telangana? Vote
theft could have occurred
there too,” he said.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday
alleged that the 2024
Haryana assembly polls
were “stolen”, as he cited
electoral roll data to claim
that 25 lakh entries were
fake and the Election
Commission  colluded
with the BJP to ensure its
victory in the state.
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India’s Push for Talent Retention and
Inclusive Growth in the Gig Era

or decades, India has grappled with the

loss of its brightest minds—scientists, en-

gineers, academics, and researchers—who

have sought better prospects abroad. The

persistent “brain drain” has long weak-
ened India’s innovation potential and slowed its pro-
gress toward self-reliance in science and technology.
However, in recent years, the Government of India
has shifted from lamenting this loss to strategically
transforming it into an opportunity. Through new
frameworks and targeted reforms, India is trying to
reclaim its position as a global innovation hub, not
by competing on cost, but by building a robust, tal-
ent-driven ecosystem.

At the center of this renewed effort lies the
Bharat-TALENT (Transforming and Leveraging Ex-
pertise and National Talent) Framework and the pro-
posed Bharat Talent Alliance. Together, they repre-
sent India’s most comprehensive attempt yet to unify
policies on human capital, research, and innovation.

The Bharat-TALENT framework signals a para-
digm shift in how the country manages its talent pool.
It integrates a wide range of existing initiatives that
previously operated in isolation across ministries
and departments. The framework focuses on three
core goals: retaining talent within the country, at-
tracting overseas Indian professionals through the
“Bharat-Return” initiative, and strengthening institu-
tional capacity to foster a more enabling research and
innovation ecosystem.

The Bharat Talent Alliance, a proposed coordina-
tion body under this framework, aims to bring coher-
ence to policies, streamline recruitment and funding
processes, and serve as a single platform for engag-
ing with the global Indian diaspora. It will also help
align domestic research priorities with global collab-
orations. Complementing this, the Ministries of Edu-
cation and Science & Technology are designing new
programs to attract Indian-origin researchers and ac-
ademics for short-term, high-impact appointments
in Indian institutions. This model will strengthen
local research capacity while giving diaspora schol-
ars structured opportunities to contribute to India’s
development agenda.

To make India a competitive destination for global
Indian talent, the government is crafting incentives
such as leadership roles in IITs, IIS¢, and national
laboratories, along with attractive postdoctoral fel-
lowships. A new initiative, “Brain Gain Bharat,” aims
to draw thousands of Non-Resident Indians (NRIs)
and foreign experts by offering competitive salaries,
start-up research grants, and relocation support.
These efforts build upon earlier schemes like the VA-
JRA Faculty Scheme, Ramalingaswamy Fellowship,
and Ramanujan Fellowship, which sought to hnng
back Indian-origin scientists. While these programs
achieved some success, they often struggled with
fragmented implementation and bureaucratic inertia,
limiting their impact.

In parallel, India is investing heavily in nurturing
talent at home. Programs such as the Prime Minis-
ter’'s Research Fellows (PMRF), INSPIRE, STARS
(Scheme for Transformational and Advanced Re-
search in Sciences), and the MK Bhan Young Re-
searcher Fellowship are creating stronger pathways
for young scientists to pursue research careers within
the country. These initiatives aim not only to reduce
the outflow of researchers but also to ensure that In-
dia’s research environment is intellectually stimulat-
ing and professionally rewarding.

Complementing these human capital efforts are
broader ecosystem reforms. The government is
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ramping up investments in research infrastructure,
setting up new laboratories, centers of excellence,
and collaborative hubs across premier institutions
like IIS¢, TIFR, and IITs. Innovation programs such
as Startup India, Make in India, and Atmanirbhar
Bharat have helped cultivate a vibrant culture of en-
trepreneurship and technological innovation. Dias-
pora engagement platforms like Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas, the VAIBHAV Summit, and the Global Initi-
ative of Academic Networks (GIAN) are connecting
Indian institutions with global experts. The Nation-
al Education Policy (NEP) 2020, wuh lti focus on
quality enh, and interdisciplinarity, further
complements these initiatives by posmomng “Study
in India” as a global brand.

Ilowever, despite this progress, structural chal-
lenges remain deeply rooted. Many public universi-
ties, particularly state universities, are constrained by
bureaucratic procedures, underfunding, and depend-
ence on temporary faculty. Scientists returning to In-
dia often face administrative hurdles, lack of clarity
about research support, and limited institutional au-
tonomy. Many central universities are located in re-
mote regions, making relocation difficult. Evaluation
systems, meanwhile, tend to reward past achieve-
ments rather than future potential or local impact.
These issues, if left unresolved, risk diluting the im-
pact of the country’s otherwise ambitious programs.

India’s policymakers are now looking eastward for
lessons. China’s Thousand Talents Plan, launched in
2008, transformed the country’s innovation land-
scape by aligning incentives, infrastructure, and
long-term strategy. While India cannot replicate Chi-
na’s top-down model due to its democratic structure,
it can certainly learn from its coherence and consist-
ency. For India, the key lies in balancing autonomy
and accountability, offering transparent processes,
and ensuring that talent—whether homegrown or re-
turning—finds an environment conducive to impact-
ful research.

A unified “Brain Gain Bharat Mission,” anchored
in the Bharat Talent Alhance, could help achieve
this. Simpli ative d greater
institutional autonomy, and flexible career pathways
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that integrate research, teaching, and industry col-
laboration are essential. Regional universities must
be strengthened so that opportunities are not limited
to a few elite institutions. Dual-track incentives, such
as long-term grants and joint appointments, can help
retain top minds. Strengthening industry—academia
linkages is also vital to ensure that research trans-
lates into tangible technologies and solutions.

The success of India’s transition from a talent-ex-
porting nation to a knowledge-driven innovation hub
will depend not only on policy incentives but also on
institutional reform, meritocracy, and accountabili-
ty. For India’s global and domestic talent to view the
country as a first choice rather than a fallback, it must
offer not just opportunities, but trust, freedom, and
infrastructure that match global standards.

This broader shift in India’s labour landscape also
mirrors another quiet transformation underway—the
rise of the gig economy. According to the Ministry of
Labour and Employment, India’s gig workforce is
projected to reach nearly 62 million by 2047. These
workers, often engaged through digital platforms, are
redefining the contours of employment. The Code on
Social Security (2020) defines a gig worker as one
who earns from work outside a traditional employer—
employee relationship. This model offers flexibility
and new income streams, but it also exposes workers
to exploitation and instability.

India’s gig economy, which included around 7.7
million workers in 2020, is expected to grow to 23.5
million by 2030. It has become a vital employment
absorber, bringing parts of the informal economy
into semi-formal structures. Yet, a NITT Aayog report
notes that the gig workforce is polarising—expanding
at both low and high ends of the skill spectrum while
the middle disappears. This growing divide reflects a
broader imbalance in India’s labour market.

While digital platforms have widened access to
work, they have also deepened inequality. Many gig
firms rely on extractive business practices that prior-
itise profit over worker welfare. Most gig workers re-
main confined to low-income, low-skill jobs with lim-
ited prospects for advancement. In effect, platform

work has become a safety net for millions but not a
pathway to prosperity. Capital owners and higher-in-
come groups benefit from cheap services, while gig
workers shoulder the insecurity of fluctuating in-
comes and lack of social protection.

India’s gig economy thus stands at a crossroads. On
one hand, it generates employment, supports start-
ups, and enhances efficiency. On the other, it risks
entrenching a “cheap labour” model that perpetuates
inequality. The challenge is to make this sector inclu-
sive and sustainable by integrating gig workers into
the formal economy through fair contracts, skill de-
velopment, and social protection.

Labour market reforms must prioritise upward
mobility. Skill development programs, digital litera-
cy, and financial inclusion can help gig workers tran-
sition to better-paying roles. Standardised contracts,
platform accountability, and minimum wage guaran-
tees are essential to ensure fairness. Recent state-lev-
el initiatives, like Rajasthan’s 2023 Gig Workers Wel-
fare Bill and Karnataka’s 2025 measures for platform
workers, are steps in the right direction. Public—pri-
vate partnerships should build on these efforts to ex-
pand digital and vocational training, while national
platforms like the National Career Service can help
experienced gig workers shift into formal employ-
ment.

India’s current labour force stands at about 610
million, with agriculture accounting for 45 percent,
industry for 25 percent, and services for 30 percent.
Over the decades, the share of agriculture has stead-
ily declined, but the transition has not followed the
classical industrialisation path. Instead of moving
into manufacturing, surplus rural labour has increas-
ingly flowed into ]cw-product'l\"lty service jobs and
gig work—a trend described as “premature deindus-
trialisation.” The gig sector has become a third space
for employment—neither fully formal nor entirely in-
formal—absorbing labour that manufacturing could
not.

This dual reality India’s d
dilemma: while high- -end digital and financial ser-
vices flourish, millions remain trapped in precarious,
low-income work. The road to 2047, the year India
envisions achieving developed-nation status under
the Viksit Bharat framework, must therefore balance
innovation and inclusion. The same strategic coher-
ence driving the Bharat-TALENT mission should in-
form India’s approach to the gig economy.

A forward-looking strategy must ensure that tech-
nological advancement does not come at the expense
of worker dignity. The gig economy, if properly regu-
lated, could be a bridge between the informal and for-
mal sectors, offering flexibility alongside security. To
achieve this balance, India must formalise the grey
workforee, build robust labour protections, encour-
age entrepreneurship, and promote pathways from
low-skill to high-skill employment.

Ultimately, India’s twin challenges—reversing
brain drain and managing the gig economy—are two
sides of the same coin. Both are about harnessing hu-
man potential. The first demands that India create
conditions where its brightest minds choose to stay
or return; the second requires ensuring that millions
at the base of the workforce ladder have a fair chance
to climb higher. Together, they will define whether
India's growth story in the coming decades is not
just fast, but fair, sustainable, and driven by talent at
every level.

Scientists Have Discovered a Way to
Boost Memory in Aging Brains Health

irginia Tech scientists found that age-re-
lated memory loss stems from molecular
changes in the brain.
Memory decline might not be just a nat-
ural part of aging. Researchers at Virginia
Tech have discovered that it is connected to particu-
lar molecular changes in the brain, and that fine-tun-
ing these processes can actually enhance memory
function.

“Memory loss affects more than a third of people
over 70, and it’s a major risk factor for Alzheimer’s
disease,” said Jarome, who also holds an appoint-
ment in the School of Neuroscience. “This work
shows that memory decline is linked to specific mo-
lecular changes that can be targeted and studied. If
we can understand what's driving it at the molecular
level, we can start to understand what goes wrong in
dementia and eve entually use that know%edge to guide
new approaches to treatment.”

Targeting memory loss in two key brain regions

In the first study, published in the journal Neu-
roscience and led by Timothy Jarome and doctoral
student Yeeun Bae, the researchers explored a mech-
anism known as K63 polyubiquitination. This molec-
ular process works like a tagging system that signals
proteins in the brain on how to act. When operating
properly, it supports communication between brain
cells and aids in memory formation.

The team discovered that aging interferes with this
process in two key regions of the brain. In the hip-
pocampus, the area responsible for forming and re-
calling memories, K63 polyubiquitination levels rise
with age. By using the CRISPR-dCas13 RNA editing
system to lower those levels, the researchers success-
fully enhanced memory performance in older rats.
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In the amygdala, which is important for emotional
memory, the researchers noted that K63 polyubiquit-
ination declines with age. By reducing it even further,
they were able to boost memory in older rats.

“Together, these findings reveal the important func-
tions of K63 polyubiquitination in the brain’s aging
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process,” Jarome said. “In both regions, adjusting
this one molecular process helped improve memory.”

Reactivating a gene that supports memory

A second study, published in the Brain Research
Bulletin and led by Jarome with doctoral student
Shannon Kincaid, focused on IGF2, a growth-factor
gene that supports memory formation. As the brain
ages, IGF2 activity drops as the gene becomes chem-
ically silenced in the hippocampus.

“IGF2 is one of a small number of genes in our DNA
that's imprinted, which means it's expressed from
only one parental copy,” Jarome said. “When that
single copy starts to shut down with age, you lose its
benefit.”

The researchers found that this silencing happens
through DNA methylation, a natural process in which
chemical tags accumulate on the gene and switch it
off. Using a precise gene-editing tool, CRISPR-dCasg,
they removed those tags and reactivated the gene.
The result was better memory in older rats.

“We essentially turned the gene back on,” Jarome
said. “When we did that, the older animals per-
formed much better. Middle-aged animals that didn’t
yet have memory problems weren’t affected, which
tells us timing matters. You have to intervene when
things start to go wrong.”

Together, the two studies show that memory loss is
not caused by a single molecule or pathway and that
multiple molecular systems likely contribute to how
the brain ages.

“We tend to look at one molecule at a time, but the
reality is that many things are happening at once,” he
said. “If we want to understand why memory declines
with age or why we develop Alzheimer’s disease, we
have to look at the broader picture.”

Collaborative, graduate-led research

Both studies were driven by graduate researchers
in Jarome's lab and supported through collabora-
tions with scientists at Rosalind Franklin University,
Indiana University, and Penn State. Yeeun Bae, who
completed her doctoral work with Jarome in the
School of Animal Sciences, led the study on K63 poly-
ubiquitination. Shannon Kincaid, a doctoral student
in the same program, led the study on IGF2.

“These projects represent the kind of graduate-led,
collaborative research that defines our work," Jarome
said. “Our students are deeply involved in designing
experiments, analyzing data, and helping shape the
scientific questions we pursue.”

The research was supported by the National Insti-
tutes of Health and the American Federation for Ag-
ing Research.

“Everyone has some memory decline as they get
older,” he said. “But when it becomes abnormal, the
risk for Alzheimer’s disease rises. What we're learn-
ing is that some of those changes happening at a mo-
lecular level can be corrected — and that gives us a
path forward to potential treatments.”
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VP Radhakrishnan appeals to
Naxalites to lay down their arms

Nava Raipur

ice President C P

Radhakrishnanon

Wednesday ap-

pealed to all Nax-
alites to surrender, noting
that Naxalism is on the
wane due to the combined
efforts of security forces and
the government in Chhat-
tisgarh.

Addressing the closing
ceremony of Chhattisgarh
Rajat Mahotsav in Nava
Raipur, the Vice President
hailed Chhattisgarh's "ex-
traordinary” journey from
being one of the youngest
states in India to one of the
most promising and pro-
gressing states.

"Chhattisgarh is proud as
we are now ending Naxal-
ism, which has long hin-
dered the state's growth.
Peace is a must. Without
peace, there can be no de-
velopment," he said.

" appeal to all Naxalites
to give up arms and surren-
der before the state admin-
istration", he said.

He said peace and stabil-
ity have been restored in
the regions once affected
by terrorist violence due to
the tireless efforts of Central
security forces and state po-
lice forces, and commitment
of Central and state gov-
ermnments, supported by the
active cooperation of local
communities.

"The end of red terrorism
is being done by the new
government of Chhattis-

e ¢
garh, and also great steps
are being taken by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ji
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah ji. They all have
been working together to
end this red terrorism," the
vice president said.

Highlighting Chhattis-
garh's achievements since its
formation on November 1,
2000, Radhakrishnan said
that over the last 25 years,
the state has undertaken a
remarkable journey of de-
velopment on social, eco-
nomie, cultural, and ad-
ministrative fronts.

Chhattisgarh has shown
the world how aregion root-
ed in tradition can march
confidently forward with
modern economic develop-
ment and modernity, he
said.

"Villages, forests, rivers,

Rahul's Haryana vote-theft
claim baseless attempt to
defame India: BJP

New Delhi
Dismissing Rahul Gandhi's
claims of vote theft in the
Haryana Assembly polls as
"false and baseless", the rul-
ing BJP on Wednesday ac-
cused the Congress leader of
raising questions on the
Election Commission (EC)
to hide his failures and de-
fame India’s democracy.

Union minister Kiren Ri-
jiju also accused Gandhi of
trying to "instigate” the GenZ
and asserted that such ef-
forts will never succeed as
India's youngsters are wise
enough not to fall for such
provocations.

The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) leader's retort came
hours after Gandhi cited
electoral-list data from
Haryana to claim that 25
lakh entries were "fake" and
the poll victory in the state
was "stolen" from the Con-
gress last year.

Theleader of opposition in
the Lok Sabha said he has
"100 per cent" proof of the
malfeasance he has alleged.

Rijiju rejected Gandhi's
allegations as "baseless and
false”, and said he is alleging
vote theft in the Haryana
polls and abusing the EC,
while his party colleagues
have said the Congress lost
the election due to its own
Teasons.

"During the Haryana
polls, their senior leader,
Kumari Selja, had said the
Congress will not be able to
win because Haryana Con-
gress leaders wanted the
partytolose," he told a press
conference at the BJP head-
quarters here.

"Three days ago, a for-
mer Congress minister re-
signed from the party and
said the Congress lost the
Haryana polls because its
leaders were not working
and were engaged in ensur-
ing the party's defeat,” Riji-
ju claimed.

Haryana Congress presi-
dent Rao Narendra Singh
had also said there was no
coordination in the party at
the grassroots level, he
added.

Rijiju termed Gandhi's al-
legations "nonsensical and il-

logical", alleging that the
Congress leaderis repeatedly
claiming vote theft to hide
his failures and has now
come up with "baseless”
claims of irregularities in
the Haryana election just to
divert public attention.

"Polling will be held in
Bihar in two days and he is
telling the story of Haryana.
This makesit clear that there
is nothing left in Bihar (for
the Congress). That is why
he came up with the
Haryana issue to divert pub-
lic attention," the BJP leader
said.

The Union minister for
parliamentary affairs said
the BJP wins elections be-
cause of the hard work of its
workers and leaders, unlike
the Congress.

"At the time of elections,
he goes abroad. During a
Parliament session, Rahul
Gandhi silently goes to Cam-
bodia and Thailand. When
poll campaigns were under-
way in Bihar, he went to
Colombia," he said.

"This man abuses our
country, system, judiciary,
democratic institutions, go-
ing abroad. When he does
not go to people and keep
travelling abroad, he is
bound to lose elections," the
BJP leader said.

"Rahul Gandhi cannot
work hard and go to people.
He is not a person who can
live with people.... He has
never seen farming, but he
does a drama for a photo-
graph with farmers. Hehas
never caught a fish, but he
does a drama of catching
fish for a photograph. This
habit of getting pho-
tographed cannot help win
elections," he added.

Rijiju said if there isany ir-
regularity in voting orin the
electoral rolls, then one must
filea complaint with the EC
or approach a court.

"But they do not have to
file any appeal before the EC
or approach the court. He
(Gandhi) will just call a press
conference, give a presenta-
tion made by someone else
and run away," he said and
asked, "Will democracy
function in such a manner?"

and mines in Chhattisgarh
narrate stories of both strug-
gle and success, as the peo-
ple have turned challenges
into opportunities through
dedication and hard work,"
the vice president added.

Expressing deep respect
for tribal communities, the
Vice President said, "For
centuries, they have pre-
served the state's rich natu-
ral and cultural heritage.
Their harmony with nature
and respect for land and
collective living serve as a
lesson for the entire world in
this age of climate change."

Highlighting Chhattis-
garh's achievements, Rad-
hakrishnan said the state
has undergone transforma-
tion across all sectors, in-
cluding education, health-
care, infrastructure, and
connectivity.

"Roads, railways, and air
links have connected even
remote areas to national
markets. Even the Naxalite-
affected Bastar region is wit-
nessing unprecedented ex-
pansion of the railway net-
work, which was never seen
in the past,” he said.

Radhakrishnan further
said that progress is not
measured solely by GDP,
but also by the smiles on
people's faces, the trust they
repose in governance, and
the hope shining in every
child's eyes.

He urged the youth of
Chhattisgarh to seize emerg-
ing opportunities in artificial
intelligence, green tech-
nologies, and global markets
and contribute to nation-
building with courage, cre-
ativity, and compassion.

Earlier in the day, the

Vice President attended the
‘Lakhpati Didi Sammelan’ in
Rajnandgaon. He described
the initiative as a reflection
of the strength and deter-
mination of women of India.

"The initiative reflects the
resolve of women, the Didis,
who are turning challenges
into opportunities. The term
‘Lakhpati Didi' is not just
about income but embodies
independence, dignity, and
confidence,” he added.

The vice president stated
that thousands of self-help
groups led by women are
demonstrating how hard
work, discipline, and soli-
darity can transform lives in
India.

He said PM Modi's vision
of creating three crore Lakh-
pati Didis is an extraordi-
nary step toward building
women-1ed
development.The vice pres-
ident described the Lakhpati
Didi initiative as a vibrant
movement that has enabled
over two crore women na-
tionwide and five lakh
women in Chhattisgarh to
achieve financial independ-
ence through SHGs and in-
come-generating activities.

"The leadership of women
is growing in Chhattisgarh
and across India," he
added.

He also hailed the efforts
to eliminate the Naxal men-
ace, attributing it to the
collaborative vision of PM
Modi, Home Minister Shah,
the state government, and

security forces.

The vice president fur-
ther observed that creat-
ing wealth is as important
as distributing it. He added
that both the Central and
Chhattisgarh governments
are effectively pursuing
these goals, which have
helped reduce challenges
such as li
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Mitali Chandola
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Recalling the progress
achieved in Chhattisgarh,
he stated the state had once
lacked water, electricity,
and development. Howev-
er, it now produces elec-
tricity for the entire country
and has made remarkable
improvements in health-
care.

Referring to the recent
victory of the Indian
‘women's cricket team in
the World Cup, Radhakr-
ishnan drew an inspiring
parallel to the social trans-
formation being led by the
women of Chhattisgarh.

He also inangurated a
new five-storey facility at
Udayachal Health and Re-
search Institute in Raj-
nandgaon.

Chhattisgarh Governor
Ramen Deka, Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai, and
Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly Raman Singhat-
tended.The Vice President
also witnessed the spectac-
ular air show by the Indian
Air Force's (IAF) famed
Suryakiran Aerobatic Team
(SKAT) in Nava Raipur Atal
Nagar earlier in the day.

Salman Khan faces legal trouble over alleged
misleading Pan Masala advertisement

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi
Bollywood actor Salman
Khan has landed in legal
trouble after a complaint
was filed against him in the
Kota Consumer Court, al-
leging that an advertise-
ment for a popular pan
masala brand endorsed by
him was “misleading” and

deceptive to consumers.
The complaint, lodged by
Inder Mohan Singh Honey
— a senior BJP leader and
advocate of the Rajasthan
High Court — accuses Khan
and the company behind
Rajshree Pan Masala of
making false dlaims about
the product’s contents and
benefits. The complainant
argues that the advertise-
ment promotes a product
claimed to be “saffron-in-

New Bombay HC complex should be temple of justice

Mumbai

Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Bhushan Gavai on
Wednesday laid the foun-
dation stone for a new
Bombay High Court com-
plex here and expressed
confidence the new build-
ing will be a "temple of
justice and not a seven-
star hotel".

Addressing a gathering
after laying the foundation
stone of the complex in
suburban Bandra (East),
he emphasised the new
building should not de-
pict an imperial structure
and instead be in tune
with democratic values
imbibed in the Constitu-
tion.

"While planning court
buildings, we concentrate
on the needs of judges,
but should not forget we
exist for the needs of citi-
zens, the litigants," CJI
Gavai noted.

The CJI, who assumed
office on May 14, 2025,
said this was his last visit
to Maharashtra before
demitting the top judicial
post on November 24, and
noted he was satisfied
with the judicial infra-
structure in his home
state.

fused,” despite the improb-
ability of such an ingredient
being included in a low-
cost pan masala. He further
asserted that the ad mis-
leads consumers and glam-
orizes the consumption ofa
harmful substance.

The Kota District Con-
sumer Disputes Redressal
Commission has taken cog-
nizance of the complaint
and issued notices to
Salman Khan, the adver-
tising agency, and the man-
ufacturer of the product.
All parties have been asked
to submit their responses
before the next hearing,
scheduled for November
27, 2025.

The complaint also rais-
es ethical questions sur-
rounding celebrity en-
dorsements of pan masala,

o 1

"Earlier I was reluctant
to be part of this event.
But now I am experienc-
ing gratitude that, as a
judge who once dis-
charged his duties in the
Bombay High Court, am
ending my tenure with
laying the foundation
stone of the best court
building in the entire
country. The judiciary,
legislature and executive
must work under the Con-
stitution to provide justice
to society,” he maintained.

"This building should
be a temple of justice and
not a seven star-hotel,"
the CJTemphasised.

tobacco, and related prod-
ucts. It argues that a public
figure of Salman Khan's
stature, with a massive in-
fluence over youth, should
not be associated with ad-
vertisements that indirect-
ly promote addiction or
products known to have ad-
verse health effects.

This is not the first time
Bollywood celebrities have
faced backlash for endors-
ing such brands. Previous-
ly. actors like Akshay Ku-
mar, Ajay Devgn, and Shah
Rukh Khan were criticised
for promoting similar prod-
ucts. The Advertising Stan-
dards Council of India
(ASCI) has also issued
guidelines urging celebrities
to exercise “due diligence”
before endorsing products
that may have a negative

"Today is a momentous

moment, an important
milestone in history of the
Bombay High Court," he
stated.

CJI Gavai disclosed ini-
tially he was reluctant to
attend the foundation
stone laying ceremony,
but he changed his mind
when he was told it is not
known when a Bombay
High Court judge will oc-
cupy the country's top ju-
dicial post again.

He said when the build-
ing is completed, it will be
the most iconic structure
on the Western Express
Highway in Mumbai.

impact on public health.
Legal experts say that if
the court finds the adver-
tisement misleading, both
the actor and the manufac-
turer could face penalties
under provisions of the
Consumer Protection Act,
2019, which prohibits false
or deceptive advertising.
The case highlights grow-
ing scrutiny over surrogate
advertising practices in In-
dia, where companies use
pan masala or elaichi vari-
ants to indirectly promote
tobacco-based products. As
the hearing approaches, all
eyes are on how the court
interprets celebrity respon-
sibility in consumer pro-
tection — a verdict that
could set a significant prece-
dent for future brand en-
dorsements in Bollywood.

The CJI said he dis-
agreed with the criticism
that Maharashtra lags be-
hind in providing infra-
structure for the judici-
ary and pointed out that
during his short tenure
he has laid foundation
stones or inaugurated sev-
eral judicial buildings in
the state.

He insisted the judiciary
exists to serve litigants
who come to seek justice.

"Bar and bench are two
wheels of the golden char-
iot of the institution of
justice,” the CJI stated.

Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis, in his ad-

A higher-than-expected
dividend payout by the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is likely to act as a
fiscal cushion for the gov-
ernment in the financial
year 2025-26, offsetting
the revenue loss arising
from the recent Goods and
Services Tax (GST) rate
rationalisation, according
to a latest report by Ca-
reEdge Ratings.

The report notes that
while the government’s
move to rationalise GST
rates could lead to a mod-
erate revenue shortfall—
estimated at nearly 0.1 per
cent of the Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP)—the
substantial non-tax rev-
enue inflow from the cen-
tral bank's dividend will
help balance the books.
This development is sig-
nificant as it supports the
government's fiscal con-
solidation efforts despite
subdued tax growth in the
first half of FY26.

The RBI had earlier
transferred a record divi-
dend to the central gov-
ernment, far exceeding the
budget estimates. The
higher surplus was attrib-
uted to robust earnings
from its foreign exchange
operations, revaluation
gains, and prudent man-
agement of reserves. This
windfall is expected to
strengthen the govern-
ment’s fiscal position, en-
abling it to absorb the rev-
enue dip from lower indi-
rect tax collections.

CareEdge’s analysis
highlights that both di-
rect and indirect tax col-
lections have grown at a
slower pace than expected
in the first half of the cur-
rent fiscal year. While di-
rect taxes such as corpo-
rate and income tax re-
main steady, the pace of
GST revenue growth has
moderated following re-
cent rate adjustments
aimed at rationalising the
tax structure and easing
the burden on specific sec-
tors.

However, non-tax rev-
enue sources have provid-

Could Balance FY26 GST Dip

J

The report notes
that while the gov-
ernment’s move to
rationalise GST rates
could lead to a mod-
erate revenue short-
fall—estimated at
nearly 0.1 per cent
of the Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP)—
the substantial
non-tax revenue in-
flow from the cen-
tral bank'’s dividend
will help balance the
books.

ed a buffer. The strong
dividend inflow from the
RBI, along with contribu-
tions from public sector
undertakings (PSUs), has
significantly improved the
revenue side. This, Ca-
reEdge says, has limited
the fiscal stress that could
have otherwise emerged
due to tax underperfor-
mance.

The report also under-
lines that expenditure
pressures continue to per-
sist, particularly on ac-
count of capital outlays
and welfare schemes. To
maintain fiscal discipline
and stay on the path of
consolidation, the gov-
ernment will need to keep
a close watch on spending
patterns during the re-
maining months of the fis-
cal year.

Experts believe that the
RBT's dividend payout has
given the government
breathing room to manage
its fiscal deficit target, but
structural reforms in tax
administration and com-
pliance will be essential for
sustainable revenue
growth in the long term.

In summary, while GST
rationalisation may tem-
porarily trim government
revenues, the unexpected
surge in the RBI's divi-
dend earnings has turned
out to be a timely fiscal
lifeline—helping India stay
on course toward its fiscal
roadmap for FY26.

not 7-star hotel: CJI Gavai

The CJI, who as-
sumed office on
May 14, 2025, said
this was his last visit
to Maharashtra be-
fore demitting the

November 24, and
noted he was satis-
fied with the judicial
infrastructure in his

home state.
—

dress, declared the new
building will complement
the existing historic strue-
ture of the Bombay High
Court, which since 1862,
has been a witness to sev-
eral watershed moments
and milestones in the
country's history.

He noted the old HC
building in south Mumbai
was completed with an
expenditure of Rs 16,000
and Rs 300 was even
saved from the allocated
funds.

The CM said he re-
quested well-known ar-
chitect Hafeez Contrac-
tor, who is involved in the
project, to ensure the

grandeur of the new build-
ing was kept democratic
and not imperialistic.

He said government le-
gal officers should have
good space for their of-
fices in the new sprawling
premises.

"We (government) are
the biggest litigants and

there should be space for
(our) legal officers," the
CM opined.

Fadnavis said he was
confident the new HC
building will be Al-en-
abled and will be com-
pleted on time.

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar
noted the foundation
stone laying ceremony
was a historic moment
and a new era in the 150-
year-old history of Bom-
bay High Court.

He informed that 15-
acre land has already been
transferred for the project
and the rest 15 acres will
be handed over by March
2026. The new complex
will be spread across 50
lakh square feet.

Another Deputy Chief
Minister, Eknath Shinde,
expressed confidence the
upcoming complex will be
iconic.




Teachings of
Guru Nanak
Devji continue

to inspire society:
CM Yogi

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath attended a pro-
gram at D.A.V. College
in Lucknow on Wednes-
day to mark the 556th
Prakash Parv of Sri
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, the
founder and first Guru of
the Sikh faith. The Chief
Minister paid obeisance
to the Sikh Gurus and
was felicitated by the or-
ganizing committee with
an Angavastra and a me-
mento.

Addressing the gather-
ing, CM Yogi described
Guru Nanak Dev Ji as a
revered spiritual figure
whose message of equal-
ity, service, and social
harmony continues to
shape India’s moral and
social fabric.

He said that at a time
when the country was
reeling under the op-
pression of foreign in-
vaders and temples were
being destroyed, Guru
Nanak Dev Ji fearless-
ly stood for truth and
unity. “When kings and
rulers bowed before in-
vaders, Guru Nanak Dev
Ji had the courage to call
Babar a Jabar—a tyrant.
This reflects the strength
of India’s saintly tradi-
tion,” the Chief Minister
remarked.

CM Yogi added that
India’s saints and sages
have kept the nation’s
soul alive even in times
of crisis, and their teach-
ings remain a guiding
light for society today.

1le said that at a time
when the country was
reeling under the op-
pression of foreign in-
vaders and temples were
being destroyed, Guru
Nanak Dev Ji fearless-
ly stood for truth and
unity. “When kings and
rulers bowed before in-
vaders, Guru Nanak Dev
Ji had the courage to call
Babar a Jabar—a tyrant.
This reflects the strength
of India’s saintly tradi-
tion,” the Chief Minister
remarked.

Calling for unity and a
strengthening of faith in
society, the Chief Minis-
ter said that today, when
activities like religious
conversions are being
seen in some regions, it
is important to reinforce
the core spirit of the
Sikh faith—unity, organ-
ization, and service. He
added that if any short-
comings exist, they must
be overcome collective-
ly. Recalling the contri-
bution of Guru Gobind
Singh Ji Maharaj, CM
Yogi said that when he
established the Khalsa
Panth, he united every
section of society, and
that same spirit must be
revived today.

Advt Contact :
9818-799941
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Homes of hope rise on freed land as
CM Yogi sends stern message to mafias

Alok Srivastava
Lucknow

hief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on

'Wednesday turned
a powerful message into
reality as he handed
over newly built homes
to poor families on land
once under the control of
mafia don-turned-poli-
tician Mukhtar Ansari.
The event, held at Ekta
Van in Jiamau, Dali-
bagh, marked the inau-
guration of the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Hous-
ing Scheme, coinciding
with the auspicious oc-
casion of Kartik Purni-
ma.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Yogi declared
that Uttar Pradesh has
no place for mafias or
goons. “This is not just
the distribution of hous-
es, it is a message that
the dreams of the poor
will now take shape on
land once held by mafi-
as,” he said. In a sharp
warning to land grab-
bers, the Chief Minister
added, “Anyone who
occupies land belong-
ing to the poor or public
property will be made to
account for every inch of
it.”

The housing complex,
developed by the Luc-
know Development Au-
thority (LDA), stands
on reclaimed land previ-

ously encroached upon
by Ansari. A total of 72
families from the eco-
nomically weaker sec-
tion received allotment
letters for their new flats.
Yogi personally handed
over the documents, in-
teracted with the benefi-
ciaries, presented them
with griha pravesh Kkits,
and distributed choco-
lates to their children.
He also planted trees in
the premises as a symbol
of new beginnings.

Yogi highlighted the
transformation  taking

Rakesh Singha Demands
Land and Homes for Disaster
Victims at Mandi Convention

Rajan Punchhi
MANDI

The Himachal Kisan
Sabha on Wednesday
organized a one-day
state convention at the
Vishwakarma ~ Temple
in Mandi, calling on the
government to adopt a
“land for land and house
for house” policy for
families affected by nat-
ural disasters across the
state.

The convention, in-
augurated by State Sec-
retary Rakesh Singha,
focused on the growing
distress among people
who have lost their land,
homes, and livelihoods
to landslides, floods,
and other recurring
calamities. Addressing
the gathering, Singha
said the suffering of dis-
aster-hit families has
deepened over time as
relief measures remain
inadequate. “People
have lost their fields,
barns, and even their

lives. Vast tracts of
land have been washed
away, and in many are-
as, families do not even
have two bighas left to
rebuild their homes,”
he said.

Singha urged the
central government to
amend the Forest Con-
servation Act to allow
the allocation of at least
five bighas of land to
those who have been
displaced. He also called
for immediate construe-
tion of houses for those
rendered homeless and
the provision of monthly
rent assistance until per-
manent rehabilitation is
ensured.

Affected people from
several districts attend-
ed the convention and
shared their grievances.
Many claimed that rev-
enue officials had not
properly recorded their
losses, leaving them
excluded from official
compensation lists.

place under his govern-

ment’s  zero-tolerance
policy toward mafias.
“Before 2017, mafias

mocked the law, insult-
ed the Constitution, and
officials were forced to
bow before them. To-
day, that era is over,” he
said, asserting that the
government now stands
firmly with the people.
“Those who sympathize
with mafias are enemies
of the state’s develop-
ment. Mafias belong to
no one — they are a dan-
ger to the poor, traders,

and women alike. The
government will contin-
ue to take strict action
against such elements
and their protectors,” he
added.

The Chief Minister also
emphasized the afforda-
bility and fairness of the
scheme. He pointed out
that while each flat's
market value is around
%1 crore, the LDA has
provided them at a sub-
sidized cost of %10.70
lakh. Of the 8,000 appli-
cations received, 5,700
were found eligible, and

The housing complex,
developed by the Luc-
know Development
Authority (LDA),
stands on reclaimed
land previously en-
croached upon by An-
sari.

the first 72 families have
been given possession in
this phase.

Describing the initia-
tive as a landmark in the
state’s journey toward
social justice, Yogi said,
“This is the new Uttar
Pradesh — where devel-
opment, faith, culture,
and tradition move for-
ward together.”

Beneficiaries ex-
pressed deep gratitude
for finally owning homes
after years of living in
rented spaces. “We had
lost hope of ever having
a home of our own. This
feels like a dream come
true,” said one of the
new homeowners.

Among the main ben-
eficiaries were Sonu
Kumar Kannaujia, Tara
Devi, Shikha Agarwal,
Sachin Kumar Singh,
and Suman Gupta —
families that now stand
as living symbols of a
changing Uttar Pradesh,
where the rule of law re-
places the rule of fear.

Mandavya Utsav Brings Choti
Kashi Alive with Prayers,
Procession and Folk Splendour

Rajan Punchhi
MANDI:

The second edition of

Mandavya Utsav Choti
Kashi—2025 began in
Mandi, the cultural capi-
tal of Himachal Pradesh,
with  spiritual fervour
and grand celebrations.
The five-day festival
opened with prayers at
the temples of the roy-
al deity Madhorai and
Baba Bhootnath, fol-
lowed by a havan near
the sacred Mandavya
Shila and a colourful
procession that filled the
streets of the old town
with devotion, dance
and music.

Mayor Virendra Bhatt
Sharma, who inaugu-
rated the event, led the
prayers at the Madho-
rai and Baba Bhootnath
temples before partici-
pating in the tradition-
al yagna and puja. The

Rs 25 cr Integrated Aqua Park
be established at Nadaun

Top Story News
Shimla
Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernment is set to estab-
lish an Integrated Aqua
Park at Nadaun in Dis-
trict Hamirpur with an
investment of Rs. 25
crore. Suitable Jand for
the project has already
been identified, and the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) has been pre-
pared by ICAR-CIFA,

Bhubaneswar.

The upcoming Aqua
Park will serve as a hub
for employment gener-
ation, self-employment
and livelihood creation,
transforming the fisher-
ies sector into a profita-
ble and sustainable en-
terprise. It will act as a
centre for the dissemina-
tion of modern freshwa-
ter Iture technol-

production and profit-
ability for local farm-
ers. It will also feature
demonstration units for
fish feed formulation
and advanced aquacul-
ture practices, provid-
ing practical training to

ogies to the grassroots
level, empowering youth
and farmers through di-
verse aquaculture and
allied ventures such as
fish seed production,
fish feed formulation,
value addition, and mar-
keting.

By ensuring the avail-
ability of high-quality
fish feed, the Aqua Park
will help increase fish

Taj Security Police Spread Awareness on
Women'’s Safety and Cyber Fraud at Ta] Mahal

Akash Jain
Agra

In a proactive step to-
ward promoting wom-
en’s safety and digital
awareness, the Taj Se-
curity Police organized
an interactive session
on Wednesday at the
western gate of the Taj
Mahal. The event, held
under the “Mission
Shakti” campaign, was
conducted under the di-
rection of the Agra Po-
lice Commissioner and
led by ACP Taj Security.
The awareness drive was
coordinated by Station
House Officer (SHO) Ti-
lak Ram Bhati.

Students from Guru-
gram, Ghaziabad, Ma-
thura, and other cities
took part in the session,
which focused on wom-
en empowerment and
cyber fraud prevention.
SHO Bhati addressed
the gathering, explaining

the various government

initiatives launched
by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath for wom-
en’s welfare, including
programs that aim to
strengthen women’s
safety, independence,
and access to justice. He
also highlighted the im-
portance of helpline ser-
vices such as 112, 1090,
and the cyber helpline
1930, urging students to

use them without hesita-
tion in any emergency or
suspicious situation.
The session_included
a detailed discussion
on recognizing online
scamis, protecting per-
sonal information, and
reporting cyber fraud.
The SHO encouraged
young women to stay
alert, digitally aware,
and self-reliant.

The Taj Security Po-

lice made the session
interactive, creating
a friendly and secure
atmosphere for open
dialogue. Officers an-
swered questions from
the students and shared
practical safety tips.
SHO Bhati noted that
ensuring women’s safety
and building their confi-
dence remain among the
state government’s top
priorities.

yed youth and
promoting self-employ-
ment in the sector.

As per the propos-
al, the park will focus
on producing superi-
or-quality seed of Indi-
an Major Carps (Rohu
— Jayanti Rohu, Catla
— Amrit Catla, Mrigal),
Exotic Carps (Hungar-
ian and Amur strains),
Minor Carps (Kulwans),
Catfishes (Pangasius,

‘

Murrels), and Ornamen-
tal Fishes (Gold Fish,
Koi Carp, Guppy, Molly).
Equipped with state-of-
the-art infrastructure,
the Aqua Park will in-
clude modern hatchery
facilities for carps and
catfishes, nursery and
rearing units, brood-
stock raising facilities,
high-end  aquaculture
systems such as Biofloc
and Recirculatory Aq-
uaculture System (RAS),
a feed mill, ornamental
fish rearing units, a pub-
lic aquarium, an aqua
shop with marketing and
incubation facilities, an
administrative-cum-lab-
oratory and training

complex, a quarantine
and wet laboratory, an
effluent treatment plant,
and other essential
amenities.

Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
said “Strengthening the
rural econonly remains a
key priority for the State
Government, and the
fisheries sector can play
a pivotal role in enhanc-
ing farmers’ income.
The department has
been directed to adopt
and promote modern
aquaculture  practices
among farmers to en-
sure they receive remu-
nerative returns for their
hard work.”

Agra’s Nakshatrashala to Unlock the Mysteries
of the Cosmos, Boost Educational Tourism

Agra is set to take a gi-
ant leap in the field of
science education and
tourism with the es-
tablishment of a state-
of-the-art Science Park
and Nakshatrasha-
la (Observatory). The
twin projects, worth Rs
39.62 crore, mark a ma-
jor addition to the city’s
growing list of develop-
ment initiatives and are
expected to transform
Agra into a hub for edu-
cational tourism.

The foundation stone
for the projects will be
laid by Uttar Pradesh’s
Minister of Science and
Technology, Anil Ku-
mar, alongside Cabi-
net Minister for Iigher
Education,  Yogendra
Upadhyay, on Thursday,
November 6, at 12 noon.
The announcement was
made during a program
held at Satto Lala Food
Court in Shahganj,

several

attended by
party leaders, includ-
ing BJP Metropolitan

President
Gupta.
Speaking on the oc-
casion, Minister Yo-
gendra Upadhyay said
that the project was
conceptualized when
he was in charge of the
Science and Technol-
ogy Department. “We

Rajkumar

prepared the detailed
proposal and presented
it before Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. After
Cabinet approval, the
Chief Minister facilitat-
ed the transfer of land
from the Basic Educa-
tion Department to the
Science and Technolo-
gy Department, ensur-
ing the project’s timely
progress,” he said.

ceremony,  organized
by the Mandi Munic-
ipal Corporation, was
attended by councilors
and local devotees. Pras-
ad was distributed at the
Paddal fairground after
the rituals. The Dharma
Sangh Bhootnath Tem-
ple also offered prayers
to Mandavya Shila for
world peace and public
welfare.

The grand procession
began at the Deputy
Commissioner’s Temple
Complex and made its
way through Chauhata
Bazaar, Samkheter Ba-
zaar, Balak Roopi, and
Bhootnath Bazaar be-
fore culminating at the
historic Seri Manch. The
streets of Choti Kashi
came alive with vibrant
tableaux, traditional at-
tire, and rhythmic beats
from police and school
bands.

CM Yogi calls
RJD-Congress era
a ‘dark chapter’
marked by

crime and fear

Gaya
Despite his busy sched-

ule in Uttar Pradesh,
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednes-
day campaigned for the
second phase of the Bi-
har Assembly elections.
He addressed his first
rally in Wazirganj in
support of BJP candi-
date and sitting MLA
Birendra Singh, where
he highlighted the
BJP’s record of devel-
opment and launched
a sharp attack on the
RJD-Congress alliance.

“Before 2005, Bihar
was gripped by crime,
caste conflicts, Mao-
ism, and Naxalism.
Both Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh suffered from
a loss of respect at the
national and global lev-
els,” the Chief Minis-
ter said. “During Lalu
Prasad Yadav’s regime,
the state witnessed over
60 caste massacres and
more than 30,000 kid-
nappings, leaving busi-
nessmen, doctors, en-
gineers, and the elite
living in fear.”

Recalling that period
as a “dark era of jungle
raj,” CM Yogi said that
nearly 30-40 percent
of Bihar's population
had migrated to Gora-

hpur and Varanasi
in search of safety and
livelihood.

1le added that under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
Bihar has laid a strong
foundation for good
governance over the
past two decades. Along
with improved road,
rail, and air connectiv-
ity, new waterway links
are further strengthen-
ing Bihar's connection
with  Uttar Pradesh.
Farmers' produce and
regional specialities
such as makhana are
now reaching global
markets through these
waterways.

Addressing the gath-
ering in Gaya, described
by him as “the land of
knowledge, liberation,
and spirituality,” CM
Yogi underlined its sa-
cred significance in the
Sanatan tradition, say-
ing, “It is believed that
even the ancestors of
heaven attain satisfac-
tion upon visiting this
holy land.”




WORLD/BUSINESS
Newly elected NYC mayor Mamdani
flaunts his Indian roots at victory speech

Typhoon
Kalmaegi
leaves 85
dead mainly
in Philippine
province

_ Manila:
Typhoon Kalmaegi has
left at least 85 people
dead with 75 others
missing in the central
Philippines, many in
widespread  flooding
that trapped people on
their roofs and swept
away cars in a hard-hit
province still recov-
ering from a deadly
earthquake,  officials
said Wednesday.

Among the dead were
six people who were
killed when a Philip-
pine air force helicopter
crashed in the southern
province of Agusan del
Sur on Tuesday. The
crew was on its way to
provide humanitarian
help to provinces bat-
tered by Kalmaegi, the
military said. It did not
give the cause of the
crash.

Kalmaegi blew away
from western Palawan
province into the South
China Sea before noon
Wednesday with sus-
tained winds of up to
130 kph (81 mph) and
gusts of up to 180 kph
(112 mph), according to
forecasters.

Bernardo
Alejandro 1V, deputy
administrator of the
Office of Civil Defence,
and provincial offi-
cials said many of the
deaths were reported
in the central province
of Cebu, which was
pummeled by Kalmaegi
on Tuesday, setting off
flash floods and caus-
ing a river and other
waterways to swell.

BUSINESS

Rafaelito

New York:

rom Nehru's “Tryst

with Destiny’ to

‘Dhoom Macha le’
New York’s newly elect-
ed mayor, Zohran Mam-
dani, did not forget to
flaunt his Indian roots
during his first victory
speech, although he did
not mention India or In-
dians directly.

Flanked by his Indi-
an-origin parents and
wife Rama Duwaji on the
stage, Mamdani quoted
India’s first prime min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru's
famous “Tryst with Des-
tiny” address in his victo-
ry speech.

Mamdani invoked
Nehru as he spoke about
ushering in a new era in
New York City politics.

“Standing before you,
1 think of the words of
Jawaharlal Nehru: “A
moment comes, but
rarely in history, when
we step out from the
old to the new, when an
age ends, and when the
soul of a nation, long
suppressed, finds utter-
ance,” Mamdani said,
recalling the words of
Nehru who delivered his
famous speech on the
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¢ NEW YORK CITY

eve of India’s independ-
ence.

If that is not evidence
enough of his strong
bond with India, Mam-
dani walked off the stage
with the exuberant,
celebratory track from
the 2004 blockbuster
“Dhoom” playing in the
background.

The use of “Dhoom
Machale” set social me-
dia abuzz, with many
users applauding Mam-
dani for his choice of

song.

“Probably one of the
most iconic things to
ever happen at the end
of the New York May-
or’s victory speech...they
really dropped ‘Dhoom
Machale’!” wrote one user
onX.

“Zohran Mamdani
closes victory speech as
mayor of New York to
Dhoom Machale. This is
like a Bollywood movie in
real life,” added another.

This is not the first time

that Mamdani has used
the popular appeal of
1lindi cinema.

Several of his campaign
videos, to reach out to
New York’s Indian Amer-
ican voters, used songs
and dialogues from hit
Hindi movies to great
effect. One video, for in-
stance, referenced “Dee-
waar”, “Karz” and “Om
Shanti Om”, all cult hits
from the recent and not
so recent past.

Indian-origin  Mam-

Nepal’s 10 left parties
merge to form single party
ahead of general elections

If that is not evidence
enough of his strong
bond with India, Mam-
dani walked off the
stage with the exuber-
ant, celebratory track
from the 2004 block-
buster “Dhoom” play-
ing in the background.

dani secured a thump-
ing victory in the close-
ly-watched election in
which he defeated in-
dependent candidate
Andrew Cuomo and Re-
publican nominee Curtis
Sliwa.

Mamdani was born
and raised in Kampala,
Uganda and moved to
New York City with his
family when he was 7. Ile
became a naturalised US
citizen only recently, in
2018.

Mamdani is the son
of renowned filmmaker
Mira Nair and Colum-
bia University professor
Mahmood Mamdani.

Mamdani attended
Bronx High School of Sci-
ence and received a Bach-
elor’'s Degree in Africana
Studies from Bowdoin
College.

Kath du:

Ten left parties, including
the CPN (Maoist Centre)
and the CPN (Unified So-
cialist), on Wednesday
merged to form the Nepali
Communist Party, months
ahead of the general elec-
tions scheduled for March
5

The unification an-
nouncement was made at
a mass gathering at Bhri-
kutimandap here.

With the merger, the
Maoist Centre, which led
the decade-long insurgen-
cy, has dropped the term
“Maoist” from its official
name.

Ahead of the formal uni-
fication ceremony, a grand
procession was held. The

iance has been formed
in the backdrop of the re-
cent youth-led Gen Z pro-
tests against corruption,
nepotism and political dis-
order in the country.

The unified party will
be called the Nepali Com-
munist Party, with a
five-pointed star as its elec-
tion symbol.

CPN (Maoist Centre)
chairman and former
prime minister Pushpa-
kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’
will act as coordinator of

the new party, while CPN
(Unified ~Socialist) chief
Madhav Kumar Nepal will
serve as co-coordinator.

The party will follow
Marxism-Leninism as its
guiding ideology and con-
vene its national conven-
tion within six months.

“This day, Nov. 5, 2025,
has been registered as an
important historic day for
the Nepalese communist
movement. Today, not one
or two, but ten communist
parties have been united
to form a grand organisa-
tion with the name "Nepali
Communist Party’,” Pra-
chanda said, addressing
the unity conference.

“We all have to be proud
to witness this historic mo-
ment. This will not only
forge unity among the
Communist parties of Ne-
pal, but will also form the
basis for national unity at a
time of unprecedented na-
tional crisis,” he added.

Prachanda  also  ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Gen-Z youths for opening
the eyes of political par-
ties and highlighting their
weaknesses by  voicing
against corruption and in
favour of good governance
by making great sacrifices.

EU agrees on new emissions targets before global climate summit in Brazil

Brussels:
The European Union
said on Wednesday

it would slash carbon
emissions by 9o per cent
by 2040, in an agree-
ment widely seen as a
weakening of the 27-na-
tion bloc’s  previous
climate goals, after an
overnight debate ahead
of the UN climate con-
ference in Brazil.
Hungary, Slovakia and
Poland voted against

the agreement, despite
other nations agreeing
to key compromises, in-
cluding allowing flexibil-
ity for member states to

buy carbon credits inter-
nationally to reach their
emissions targets and
for the EU to reassess its

climate policy depend-

ing on economic perfor-
mance. The agreement
also allows for postpon-
ing a new carbon trading
plan covering transport
and heating, a central
demand of Poland.
Environmentalists
criticised the deal for
provisions that will al-
low the EU to buy carbon
credits from less-devel-
oped countries, effec-
tively outsourcing the
bloc’s obligations. “The

use of offshore carbon
laundering to meet this
nominal target means
the EU’s own commit-
ment is much lower,
and that commitment
means even less with a
baked-in clause to di-
lute the target every two
vears,” said Greenpeace
EU climate campaigner
Thomas Gelin. Jeroen
Gerlag, Europe director
at the nonprofit Climate
Group, said that “while

the EU keeps its 90 per
cent commitment on
paper, in effect it'll be
offshoring some of its
emission reductions
— making it someone
else’s problem.”

The agreement was
hammered out between
EU climate ministers
in a marathon session
overnight into Wednes-
day morning. Before it
becomes a legally-bind-
ing document, the Eu-

ropean Parliament will
vote on it and negotiate
its contents with the Eu-
ropean Council.

“This is exactly the
signal  that Europe
has to send in these
times,” said Swedish
climate minister Romi-
na Pourmokhtari, who
thanked Finland, Ger-
many, Spain and the
Netherlands for pushing
for high emissions cuts
in the debate.

GST Impact: State Revenue
Decline, PRS Report

New Delhi:

The aggregate revenue
for states from taxes sub-
sumed under GST has
declined for most states,
even as some North-East-
ern states have seen an
improvement in their
subsumed  tax-to-GSDP
ratios as compared to the
pre-GST regime, a report
has said.

According to a report
by PRS Legislative Re-
search, since its introduc-
tion, aggregate revenue
for states from subsumed
taxes has declined from
6.5 per cent of GDP in
2015-16 (in the pre-GST
regime), to 5.5 per cent of
GDP in 2023-24.

The Goods and Services
Tax (GST), impl d

growth in SGST revenue
during the first five years,
and states that fell short
of this growth were com-
pensated through reve-
nue from GST compensa-
tion cess until June 2022,
the report said.

In the four years before
2015-16, states got an av-
erage of 2.8 per cent of
GDP from taxes that were
later subsumed under
GST.

The revenue dropped
to 2.7 per cent in the first
full year of GST, and fur-
ther to 2.3 per cent in the
COVID-19 year of 2020-
21, before climbing back
to 2.8 per cent in 2024-
25.

The report also said
there is a signifi var-

Civil society group criticises FM for
remarks on bank nationalisation

Kolkata:

inance  Minister
FNirma]a Sithara-

man’s recent obser-
vation that bank nation-
alisation did not fulfil its
objectives has prompted
a civil society group to
contest her claim, and
cautioned the govern-
ment against privatis-
ing public sector banks
(PSBs).

In a letter to the fi-
nance minister, the Bank
Bachao Desh Bachao
Manch (BBDBM), a
Kolkata-based ~ forum,
said that nationalisation
fund

in 2017 as a tax reform,
subsumed a range of tax-
es and levies at the central
and state level, including
VAT, Central Sales Tax,
Excise Duty, and Entry

‘ax.

The report said the av-
erage SGST as a percent-
age of GDP over the sev-
en years of GST (2.6 per
cent) has been below the
average subsumed taxes
in the four full years be-
fore GST.

States were guaran-
teed a 14 per cent annual

iation across states, and
some North-Eastern
states like Meghalaya,
Manipur, Mizoram, Na-
galand, and Sikkim have
seen an improvement
in their subsumed tax
to GSDP ratios, as com-
pared to the pre-GST re-
gime.

The 15th Finance Com-
mission had observed
that this performance
improvement may be due
to the destination-based
principle of taxation un-
der the GST regime.

lly reshaped
India’s financial system
by ensuring access to in-
stitutional credit in rural
and semi-urban areas,
which private banks had
ignored before 1969.
“The economic pro-
gress of the country
since 1969 can be sin-
gle-handedly attributed
to public sector banks,
which remain the back-
bone of India’s finan-
cial architecture,” the
group claimed in the
letter.
Sitharaman on Tues-

day, however, allayed
apprehension that priva-
tisation of state-owned
banks would hurt finan-
cial inclusion and na-
tional interest.

The civil society group
said that PSBs still ac-
count for over 60 per
cent of total deposits and
advances, and operate
more than 90 per cent
of rural branches serv-
ing farmers, low-income

holds and  small

ses.
ng data, the BBD-
BM noted that PSBs
were instrumental in
expanding financial in-
clusion - opening more
than 53.1 crore Jan
Dhan accounts, of which
over 31 crore are in ru-
ral and semi-urban are-
as, with 55 per cent be-
longing to women. They
have also led govern-

ment-backed insurance
and loan schemes such
as PMJJBY, PMSBY,
Mudra and PM SVANi-
dhi.

The forum alleged
that, in contrast, cor-
porate borrowers have
enjoyed leniency, with
PSBs writing off over
Rs 12.08 lakh crore be-
tween FY16 and FY25,
while total write-offs
across scheduled com-

“The economic pro-
gress of the country
since 1969 can be sin-
gle-handedly  attrib-
uted to public sector
banks, which remain
the backbone of In-
dia’s financial archi-
tecture,” the group

claimed in the letter. I

mercial banks exceeded
Rs 16.35 lakh crore.

Of this, more than
Rs 9.26 lakh crore per-
tained to large corporate
and service sector bor-
rowers, it said, adding
that recoveries remained
“barely around 20.5 per
cent.”

“The government ap-
pears intent on portray-
ing nationalisation as
a failure so that public
sector banks may ulti-
mately be transferred
to a few favoured busi-
ness  conglomerates,”
said the letter, signed
by Biswaranjan Ray and
Soumya Datta, who are
the Joint Convenors of
the group.

India Slams Pak at Doha Summit Over Internal Affairs

New Delhi:
Union Minister of La-
bour and Employment
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Wednesday said Paki-
stan has no locus standi
to comment on India’s
internal affairs, and it
should stop abusing
global forums.

The minister asserted
that Pakistan is engaged
in acts of cross-border
terrorism against Indian
citizens and advised the
neighbouring country to
introspect.

Mandaviya was pre-
senting India’s national
statement at the Plenary

Session of the Second
‘World Summit for Social
Development in Doha,
Qatar.

He took strong objec-

tion to certain unjusti-
fied references made by
the President of Paki-
stan to India in his re-
marks on Tuesday.

international forum to
distract the world from
focusing on social de-
velopment by peddling

disinformation against
India. We wish to set the
record straight,” Man-
daviya asserted.

On the Indus Waters
Treaty, he said Paki
has undermined it:
it through “sustained
hostility and cross-bor-
der terrorism”.

e minister noted
that Pakistan has also
“repeatedly misused the
Treaty mechanisms to
obstruct India’s legiti-
mate projects.”

With regards to the
Indian Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir,
Mandaviya said Paki-

stan has no locus standi
to comment on India’s
internal affairs.

“This is particularly so
when it indulges in acts
of cross-border terror-
ism against the citizens
of India,” the Minister
said.

He advised Pakistan to
introspect and address
its own serious challeng-
es related to develop-
ment.

Due to these internal
challenges, Mandavi-
va said Pakistan has
become dependent on
handouts by the interna-
tional community.

“It should stop abus-
ing international fo-
rums,” he emphasised.

Talking about the
country's economic
growth and social pro-
gress, Mandaviya said
India’s development sto-
ry is one of transforma-
tion at scale.

“In the last 10 years,
through persistent re-
forms, convergence of
welfare  programmes,
and digital innovation,
approximately 250 mil-
lion Indians have been
lifted out of multidimen-
sional poverty,” he high-
lighted.

India, US
Trade Talks
Ongoing:
Goyal

Auckland:
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
on Wednesday said India
and the US are holding
continuous  discussions
for the proposed bilateral
trade agreement.

“Talks are going well...
and are continuously going
on. .kaee samvedanasheel
mudde hai, kaee gambheer
mudde hai, toh svaabhaa-
vik hai ki thoda samay
lagega (There are many
sensitive issues, many se-
rious issues, so it is natu-
ral that it will take some
time),” he told reporters
here.

He was replying to a
question about the pro-
gress on India-US negoti-
ations on the pact.

Goyal is here on a four-
day official visit. He is lead-
ing a business delegation.

Five rounds of talks have
been completed so far for
the first phase of the bilat-
eral trade agreement be-
tween the US and India.

A team of Indian offi-
cials, headed by Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal,
was in Washington last
month to hold trade talks
with their US counter-
parts. The three-day talks
ended on October 17.

In February this year,
leaders of India and the
US directed officials to
negotiate a proposed Bi-
lateral Trade Agreement
(BTA). They have fixed a
deadline to conclude the
first tranche of the pact by
the fall of 2025.

These deliberations are
important, as relations
between the two coun-
tries have been under se-
vere strain since the US
President Donald Trump
administration imposed a
steep 50 per cent tariff on
Indian goods. It includes
a 25 per cent additional
import duty for buying
Russian crude oil.
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Australia’s
chief selector
responds to
Steve Waugh’s
‘pick the sides,
not players’ dig

Canberra:
Australia’s chief selector
George Bailey has re-
sponded to their former
captain Steve Waugh's
remarks on team selec-
tion ahead of the upcom-
ing Ashes series, stress-
ing that every player
chosen has earned his
spot, regardless of age,
according to Sen.

Waugh had recently
urged the selectors to
make tougher decisions
to allow younger talent to
come through, pointing
out that several senior
players could be featuring
in their final Ashes cam-
paign. Usman Khawaja
will turn 39 during the se-
ries, while Nathan Lyon
is 37 and Mitchell Starc
is35.

“George Bailey's going
to have to make some
tough calls and I think in
the past, he hasn’t really
had the appetite for that
at times, so he’s going
to have to step up to the
plate with the other selec-
tors because it is a time
of transition,” Waugh
said before the Australian
squad was announced, as
quoted from Sen.

“The bowlers are in
their 30s and some of the
batsmen are getting on as
well, but that's natural for
every team. You just want
to make sure that three
or four players don't go
out at the same time,” he
added.

“That leaves a big hole
in the team. So, they got
to just make sure that it is
a transition, but not all at
once,” he noted.

“I'd like to see the selec-
tors pick the sides, not the
players. Theres been a lot
of players recently pick-
ing sides and saying who
should be in the team.
That's the selectors’ job,”
he said.

Veda
Krishnamurthy
on team'’s
retention
dilemma ahead
of next season

Mumbai:
As the announcement of
retained players by fran-
chises for the next Wom-
en’s Premier League
(WPL) season draws
closer, former Indian
cricketer Veda Krishna-
murthy spoke on Royal
Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) selection dilem-
ma, if they should retain
three or two overseas
players, with skipper
Smriti Mandhana and
Richa Ghosh perfoming
well in India’s maiden
ICC Women's World
Cup win and South Afri-
can all-rounder Nadine
de Klerk being a “tempt-

ing” choice after an ex- |

plosive tournament as
well.

In the upcoming sea-
son of the Women's
Premier League (WPL)
2026, franchises can re-
tain a maximum of five
players ahead of the
mega auction, accord-
ing to ESPNericinfo. The
deadline for announcing
retentions has been set
for November 5, which
has been communicat-
ed to the teams. The
auction window will be
between November 25
and 29, according to ES-
PNcricinfo.
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India’s squad for home South Africa Tests
announced; Pant, Akash Deep return

Mumbai:

he return of wick-
etkeeper-batter
Rishabh Pant and

pacer Akash Deep were
the highlights as the
Indian squad for the
two-match Test series
against South Africa at
home was announced on
Wednesday.

The two-match Test
series between India and
ICC World Test Cham-
pions South Africa will
commence on Novem-
ber 14, with the first Test
at the Eden Gardens in
Kolkata. The second Test
will take place at ACA
Stadium in Guwahati.

The top-order will
feature the rock-solid
opening pair of Yashasvi
Jaiswal, KL Rahul, with
Sai  Sudharsan, skip-
per Shubman Gill, Pant,
and Ravindra Jadeja as
some of the certainties.
Besides them are Dhruv
Jurel as a back-up wick-
etkeeper-batter option
and Devdutt Padikkal as
an option for the top or-
der as well.

Pant returns after
healing from his injured
foot suffered during the
fourth Test in England
and got himself some
game time as India A’s
captain during the on-

| | 1’1
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going two unofficial
Tests against South Af-
rica, scoring 17 and 90
in India’s win in the first
game at Bengaluru. He
will also be featured in
the second game, start-
ing tomorrow.

Akash Deep, who also
experienced fitness is-
sues during the England
series, missed out on
the home Tests against
West Indies in October
and gained game time
by playing the Irani Cup
for Rest of India and two
rounds of the Ranji Tro-

ey o
phy for Bengal, taking
seven wickets and scor-
ing 90 runs across five
innings.

The other spin bowl-
ing all-rounders in the
squad are Washington
Sundar and Axar Pa-
tel, while Nitish Kumar
Reddy is a pace bowling
all-round option. Teams
could choose any of
these alongside Jadeja
as per the conditions,
with Washington and
Nitish having featured in
both West Indies Tests
at home and Axar sitting

PM Modi meets India’s Women’s World
Cup winning team at his residence

dra Modi on Wednesday
hosted the Indian wom-
en’s team, which secured
the ICC Women'’s World
Cup, at his residence at
Lok Kalyan Marg,.

PM Modi congratu-
lated the team for the
victory and praised
their remarkable come-
back in the tournament
after a string of three
defeats and the trolling
they had faced on social
media. The players gift-
ed a signed jersey with

‘Namo 1’ printed on it

to PM Modi. The Board
of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) president,
Mithun Manhas, was
also present.

Captain armanpreet
Kaur recalled meeting
the Prime Minister in
2017 (after a narrow loss
to England in the finals
at Lord’s), when they
had met the PM without
the trophy, and now that
they have met him with
the trophy, they wish to
meet him more often.

Vice Captain Smriti
Mandhana, who end-
ed the tournament as
the second-highest
run-getter with 434
runs in nine innings,
including a century and
two fifties, said PM had
motivated them and

has been an inspira-
tion for all of them. She
also spoke about how
girls are doing well in all
fields today, and it is be-
cause of PM Modi.

Deepti Sharma, who
was crowned the ‘Player
of the Tournament’ with
215 runs and 22 wickets
to her name, including
a fifty and five-wicket
haul in the final against
South Africa, said she

She recalled their meet-
ing in 2017, and when
the PM had asked them
to keep working hard,
and then they would
achieve their dream.

PM mentioned how
Deepti had written ‘Jai
Shri Ram’ on her Insta-
gram account and had

o —~—)
a tattoo of Lord Hanu-
man on her arm. The
all-rounder said it gives
her strength.

Harmanpreet — asked
PM Modi how he man-
ages to always remain in
the present. To this, he
said that being so has
been a part of his life and
has become his habit.

The Prime Minister
also recalled the famous
catch of Harleen Deol in
2021 against England
(during a T20I in the
UK), about which he had
posted on social media
at that time.

PM Modi discussed
how IHarmanpreet pock-
eted the ball after the fi-
nal match. She said she
was lucky that the ball
came to her, and she
kept it.

Wb
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Kuldeep Yadav is the
spin  specialist within
the team and will make
up a world-class bowling
attack with Jasprit Bum-
rah, Mohammed Siraj
and Akash.

The three India ‘A’
team one-dayers willl
also take place between
November 13 and 19,
with Tilak Varma cap-
taining the side and Ru-
turaj Gaikwad being the
vice-captain. Capped
Indian stars like Riyan
Parag, Abhishek Shar-

ma, Ishan Kisan, Khaleel
Ahmed, Prasidh Krishna,
Harshit Rana and Arsh-
deep Singh will also be a
part of the team.
However, Team In-
dia’s one-format stal-
warts Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli, who would
be wanting some match
rhythm ahead of the
ODIs from November
30, are not a part of the
India ‘A’ one-dayers
squad, with the match-
es taking place in Ra-

jkot.

India’s Test squad:
Shubman  Gill  (Q),
Rishabh Pant (WK)

(VC), Yashasvi Jaiswal,
KL Rahul, Sai Sud-
harsan, Devdutt Padik-
kal, Dhruv Jurel, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, Washington
Sundar, Jasprit Bumrah,
Axar Patel, Nitish Ku-
mar Reddy, Mohammed
Siraj, Kuldeep Yadav,
Akash Deep

India A’s squad for
one-day team: Tilak Var-
ma (C), Ruturaj Gaikwad
(VC), Abhishek Sharma,
Riyan Parag, Ishan Kis-
han (WK), Ayush Badoni,
Nishant Sindhu, Vipraj
Nigam, Manav Suthar,
Harshit Rana, Arshdeep
Singh, Prasidh Krishna,
Khaleel Ahmed, Prabh-
simran Singh (WK).

Spin bowling all-rounder Dunith
Wellalage named Sri Lanka A
skipper for Rising Stars Asia Cup

Colombo:
Left-arm  spin  bowl-
ing all-rounder Dunith
Wellalage will captain
Sri Lanka A in the Ris-
ing Stars T20 Asia Cup,
in Doha, scheduled to
begin on November 14.

The Sri Lanka A squad
also features leg-spin-
ners Vijayakanth Vi-
yaskanth and Sahan
Arachchige, all-round-
ers Milan Rathnayake
and Ramesh Mendis,
and top-order batters
Nuwanidu  Fernando
and Nishan Madushka,
and seamer Pramod
Madushan.

Even though the ma-
jority of the players
haven't found a con-
sistent place in the
senior Sri Lanka team,
Wellalage, Nuwanidu,
and Madushka have
featured regularly in
the white-ball format
in the past couple of
months.  Rathnayake
contested in Sri Lan-
ka's Test series against
Bangladesh in June.

Vishen  Ilalambage,
a 20-year-old batting
all-rounder who has
been called up to the
Sri Lanka squad but is
yet to make his debut,
has also been included
in the team. Ramesh
Mendis played for Sri
Lanka against Austral-

ia in a Test in Febru-
ary. Viyaskanth has
come close to breaking
into the international
setup. However, the
presence of Wanindu
Hasaranga and Jeffrey
Vandersay has kept
him out of the mix.
The teams have
been drafted into two
groups: Group A com-

prises Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Tong
Kong, and Sri Lan-

ka, while Group B in-
cludes India, Oman,
Pakistan, and the UAE.
The Rising Stars Asia
Cup will commence
with a contest between
Pakistan A and Oman.
Sri Lanka A will begin
their campaign against
Afghanistan A on No-
vember 15.

Sri Lanka A squad
for the Rising Stars
Asia Cup T20 tourna-

ment: Dunith Wella-
lage (capt), Vishen
Halambage, Nishan

Madushka (wk), Nuwa-
nidu Fernando, Lasith
Croospulle, Ramesh
Mendis, Kavindu de Li-
vera, Sahan Arachchige,
Ahan  Wickramasing-
he, Pramod Madushan,
Garuka Sanketh, Isi-
tha Wijesundara, Milan
Rathnayake, V Viyas-
kanth, Traveen Mathew.

(ANT)

Former India head coach Ravi Shastri
extends birthday wishes to Virat Kohli

- New Delhi: B
Former India head coach
Ravi Shastri penned a
heartfelt birthday wish
for “Champion and a
half” Virat Kohli, who
turned 37 on Wednes-

ay.

Since bursting onto
the international crick-
et scene back in 2008
as a promising teenager
from the streets of West
Delhi, the batting wiz-
ard has reached a strat-
osphere in world cricket
that few have achieved.

The 1983 World
Cup-winning player and
Virat formed a dynamic
coach and captain duo
from 2017 to 2021, ele-
vating India’s status in
the Test format to new
heights. While extend-
ing birthday wishes to
Virat, Shastri hopes that
the inspiration to the
next generations keeps
shining.

“Here’s wishing a
Champion and a Half, a
true inspiration for the
young generation and
beyond. Keep shining,
keep boosting spirits on
and off the field. IMap-
py Birthday! @virat.
kohli God bless,” Shastri
wrote on Instagram.

Former  off-spinner
Harbhajan Singh, who

Winning in sport begins with healthier everyday habits,
like good ORAL HEALTH, says cricket legend Rahul Dravid

New Delhi:

In a recent episode of
Breakfast with Champi-
ons, legendary cricketer
and Head Coach Rahul
Dravid brought criti-
cal attention to an of-
ten-overlooked element
of peak athletic prepa-
ration: ORAL HEALTH.
Drawing on his experi-
ence at the highest lev-
el of competitive sport,
Dravid highlighted how
meticulous  attention
to the “smallest things”
now defines the pursuit
of excellence, confirm-
ing that ORAL IEALTIT
is fast becoming rec-
ognized as an essential
factor in achieving and
maintaining  superior
sporting performance.

Dravid  emphasized
that in modern, high-
stakes competitiol

success hinges on s
curing the slightest ad-
vantage, or the “1% mar-
gins”. e asserted that
dedication to physical
condition now extends
to every detail of an ath-

lete’s well-being, espe-
cially ORAL HEALTH.
Dravid cited the ex-
ample of elite global
sport, noting that Han-
si Flick, the coach of FC
Barcelona, made ORAL
HEALTH checkups
compulsory for athletes,
alongside their physical
requirements. This deci-
sion underscores a grow-
ing global trend to ele-
vate oral care from basic
hygiene to an indispen-

scored this crucial link:

“Even looking after
sometimes the smallest
things can impact your
performance and can
make a difference in
your performance...peo-
ple are going to that level
of attention and that lev-
el of detail looking after
everything whether it's
oral hygiene or nutrition
everything makes a dif-
ference”.

Proactively main-
taining optimal ORAL
HEALTH is vital to elim-

inating potential dis-
- tractions and physical
sable of i di providing

performance fuel. “You
don’t necessarily think
about this, but when I
read that and read the
research around it, it
makes absolute sense. If
you're going to look after
yourself as a profession-
al athlete, you've got to
look after your ORAL
HEALTI as well,” Rahul
Dravid said.

Reflecting on his own
career, Dravid under-

the competitive advan-
tage athletes constant-
ly seek. The strategy is
clear: Prevent Problems.
Perform Better.

Rahul Dravid’s com-
pelling message serves
as a timely reminder that
for athletes striving for
top performance, ORAL
HEALTH goes beyond
basic hygiene, it can qui-
etly contribute to giving
a competitive edge.

lifted the World Cup
trophy in 2011 with Vi-
rat, was effusive about
the 37-year-old’s pro-
fessionalism and setting
new standards of fit-
ness and commitment.

“Warm birthday
greetings to @imVkohli
-- a true champion
whose passion, disci-
pline, and determina-
tion continue to inspire
millions across the
world. You have rede-
fined professionalism
and set new standards
of fitness, focus, and
commitment for the
younger  generation.
Indian cricket takes im-
mense pride in your re-
markable journey and
achievements. Wishing

=

you continued success,
good health, and happi-
ness. Have a wonderful
birthday,”  Harbhajan
wrote on X.

Stylish opener KL Ra-
hul posted a birthday
message for Virat on
Instagram, which read,
“Happy birthday @vi-
rat.kohli. Have a great
one bro.”

Virat played 123
Tests, scoring 9,230
runs at an average of
46.85, with 30 centu-
ries and 31 fifties and
a best score of 254%,
ending his Test career
as India’s fourth-high-
est run-getter. In 305
ODIs, he has scored
14,255 runs at an av-
erage of 57.71, with 51

centuries (most by a
player in ODIs) and 75
fifties and a best score
of 183. He is the sec-
ond-highest run-getter
in ODIs of all time.

He is the fastest to
achieve milestones of
8,000, 9,000, 10,000,
11,000, 12,000, 13,000,
and 14,000 runs in ODI
cricket in the format’s
history. With 4,188 runs
in 125 matches at an
average of 48.69 and a
strike rate of over 137,
including a century and
38 fifties in 117 innings,
Virat was one of India’s
most  reliable batters
in the shortest format
and is currently the
third-highest run-getter
in the format.

BCB “refutes” allegations of physical abuse
against women’s team captain Nigar Sultana

Dhaka:

The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) ‘strongly
refuted’ allegations of
physical abuse made by
fast bowler Jahanara
Alam against the wom-
en's team captain Nigar
Sultana.

Alam, 32, who hasn’t
made an internation-
al  appearance
December 2024,
claimed that Sultana
had beaten up her team-
mates during an_inter-
view with Bangladesh
newspaper Kaler Kan-
tho, according to ESPN-
cricinfo.

“The BCB categorical-
ly and strongly refutes
these allegations, which
are baseless, fabricated
and devoid of any truth.
The Board finds it un-
fortunate that such de-
rogatory and scandalous
claims have been made
at a time when the Bang-
ladesh Women'’s Team is
showing commendable
progress and unity on
the international stage,”

¥ )
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BCB said in a statement.
“The Board believes
that the timing and na-
ture of these comments
are deliberate, ill-inten-
tioned and seemingly
aimed at undermining
the spirit and confi-
dence of a team that
continues to represent
the country with pride.
It is deeply disappoint-
ing that an individual
who currently has no
involvement or rele-
vance in the plans of
Bangladesh cricket has

T—

chosen to make such
misleading statements
in public,” the statement
added.

The Bangladesh board
affirmed that it ful-
ly trusts and supports
the national women's
team’s leadership, play-
ers, and management.
While confirming that
no evidence has been
found to support Alam’s
claims, the Bangladesh
board has reaffirmed its
support for the women’s
team.




Pukhraj blazes
his way to top
with bogey
free 63 in IGPL
Jamshedpur

hedpur:
Pukhraj Singh Gill, who
has come close to a win
on more than one occa-
sion, put himself in the
pole position with an
outstanding round of
g9-under 63 on the Par-
72 Beldih Golf Course
in the IGPL Invitational
Jamshedpur hosted by
Arjun Munda.

Pukhraj opened a mas-
sive lead of four shots
over Harendra Gupta,
an experienced star who,
like him, is looking for
his maiden win in the
IGPL. Harendra, who
has won on the domestic
Tour in the past, before
coming over to IGPL,
shot 5-under 67 and was
tied second with Sudhir
Sharma (67) and Sachin
Baisoya (67), as per a re-
lease from IGPL.

Yashas Chandra, who
recovered from an ear-
ly bogey on his starting
hole, the third, found
five birdies after that to
be 4-under and in sole

Pukhraj's nine-under
was the fourth such score,
though the previous three
by Aman Raj - twice in
Jaipur and once in Kol-
kata - came on par-70

The I(:PL Order of
Merit leader and winner
of the last two events.
Aman Raj shot 69 and
tied sixth alongside for-
mer Asian Tour winners
Chinnaswamy Muniyap-
pa and Chiragh Kumar,
who also shot 69 each.
Ashbeer Saini, IL Aalaap
and Trishul Chinappa
were also in the big bunch
of six players at Tied-
sixth at 69.

Aman Raj, who won
back-to-back titles in Jai-
pur and Kolkata, opened
with a birdie on the first
and had a total of five
birdies, but he also gave
away two bogeys, one on
each side of the course, to
be 3-under 69 and six be-
hind the leader.

Pukhraj, who was the
runner-up behind Ga-
ganjeet Bhullar at the
IGPL Jaypee Greens,
besides finishing in Top-
10 in Chandigarh, Pune
and Kolkata, started
from the fifth hole in
the shotgun start in the
morning wave.

Pukhraj, a long hit-
ter of the tee, who has
also played on the Asian
Tour and Asian Develop-
ment Tour, started with
a birdie on the fifth and
added two more on the
seventh and eighth.
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High-stakes bidding, big signings mark UP
Kabaddi League Season 2 Player Auction

Lucknow:

ttar Pradesh Ka-

baddi League

(UPKL) concluded
its season two player Auc-
tion in Noida with intense
bidding and landmark
signings.

With 12 franchises and
a total purse of Rs 1.70
crore, the event on Tues-
day marked a new chap-
ter in UPKL's journey to
becoming India’s most
successful state-level
league across any sports.
The auction featured 500
players, including nation-
al players, emerging tal-
ent and young prospects.

The auction also wit-
nessed the debut of its
newest franchise, Gazab
Ghaziabad, which joined
the competition along-
side Aligarh Tigers, Kan-
pur Warriors, and Pur-
vanchal Panthers, further
expanding UPKL’s foot-
print to twelve teams, as
per a UPKL press release.

‘The auction saw strong
participation across all 12
franchises, with top bids
reflecting the growing
market value of kabaddi

Kerala Blasters

talent in Uttar Pradesh.
Acquired by Aligarh Ti-
gers, Vinay Tevathia
emerged as the highest
purchase of the day at Rs
5.90 lakhs.

Nitin Panwar was the
second highest purchase
of the day at Rs 4.45 lakh,
acquired by Ganga Kings
of Mirzapur, who were
closely followed by Ashu
Singh at Rs 4.35 lakh,
who was purchased by

eye semifinal

berth in decisive clash
against Mumbai City FC

Panaji:

Kerala Blasters FC
(KBFC) are all set for
a massive Super Cup
Group D clash against
Mumbai  City
(MCFC) at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium,
Fatorda, on Thurs-
day. Riding high on
confidence after two
commanding wins,
the Blasters will look
to continue their un-
beaten run and secure
a place in the semifi-
nals. A draw would be
enough to seal qualifi-
cation, but the Blasters
will step onto the pitch
with clear intent to go
for all three points and
finish the group stage
in style, as per a release
from KBFC.

Head coach David
Catala on the team’s
preparation and goals,
“This is going to be a
decisive game against
Mumbai, with a place in
the semifinals at stake.
It’s not going to be easy,
so we need to stay sharp
and make every mo-
ment count. The team
has developed great flu-
idity in our attacking
combinations, and we
are comfortable keeping
more of the ball. What

impresses me most is
how the players handle
hold-up situations, stay-
ing composed, creating
space, and making every
move count. That bal-
ance between structure
and creativity is what
we will look to bring into
this match as well,” as
quoted from a release by
BFC.

With six points from
two matches, David Cat-
ala’s men sit comforta-
bly at the top of Group
D. The team has played
with purpose, control,
and attacking flair, a
reflection of Catala’s
evolving philosophy that
has brought balance
and belief to the squad.
Spanish striker Koldo
Obieta has been in red-
hot form, scoring three
goals in his first two ap-
pearances. The Blasters
have also been rock solid
at the back, with Juan
Rodriguez and Bikash
Yumnam forming a re-
liable defensive wall that
has yet to be breached in
the competition. Having
scored four goals and
kept two clean sheets,
Kerala Blasters have
been one of the standout
teams of the tournament
so far.

Big blds & bold signings light up UP Kabaddi League Season 2 auction

Noida Ninjas. Further to

is were Shubham Ku-
mar, who was purchased
by Kanpur Warriors at
Rs 3.20 lakh, and Ab-

hary, Arpit Saroha, and
Mohd Amaan, ensuring a
blend of stability and ex-
perience as they prepare
to defend their crown.

ki Jud

who was sold to Awadh
Ramdoots at Rs 2.95 lakh.

The defending cham-
pions, Lucknow Lions,
retained key performers
from their title-winning
squad, including Arjun
Deshwal, Vivek Chaud-

ing ‘the auction for UPKL
Season 2, Sambhav Jain,
Founder and Director,
SJ Uplift Kabaddi, said,
“UPKL has established it-
selfas aformidable league
in Kabaddi as well as In-
dia’s broader sports eco-

system. The league has
created value for players
and franchises unlike any
other state-level league
to date. It has unlocked
a platform for talent to
thrive and has defined
what grassroots sports
really stand for. The auc-
tion witnessed strategic,
competitive, and disci-
plmed bidding, resulting

n bal 1squads across

Breaking Time

What to do
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t]ae teams. We're excited
to see how this season un-
folds and are committed
to amplifying the visibility
kabaddi truly deserves.”
The auction

W s

the unveiling of the
Broadeast Partner for
UPKL's upcoming three
seasons by Former IAS
Awanish Kumar Awasthi,
advisor to Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath. Also present at
the auction were ace In-
dian Kabaddi player and
UPKL brand ambassador
Rahul Chaudhary, Secre-
tary of Uttar Pradesh Ka-
baddi Association Rajesh
Singh, UP Kabaddi Fed-
eration’s Vinay Kumar
Singh, among others.

When we won gold medal in 1975 WC..”:
Former Indian hockey player BP Govinda

New Delhi:

In the last half a decade,
the Indian men’s hockey
team have bagged two
bronze medals at the
Olympic  Games, and
that brought a lot of joy
to the fraternity. India
had to wait a bit before
experiencing  Olympic
glory, but that was not
the case for the ma-
jor part of the last 100
years. With 13 medals at
the Olympic Games and
three at the World Cup,
India is among the most
decorated teams in the
sport.

Reflecting on India's
glorious history, a two-
time World Cup medal-
list (runners-up in 1973
and winner of 1975 edi-
tion) and an Olympic
medallist (1972 bronze

medal), BP Govinda
said, “It is a nice thing
and a big achi

was a crucial part of the
Indian team. In 1973, it

m a Ihnlhng semi-final,
before they went on to
win the silver medal.

In the next World Cup
in 1975, BP Govinda
again played a big role
in the team’s success,
scoring important goals
in the tournament, as
India d arch-ri-

that we can celebrate
such a glorious 100
years of Indian hockey.
The journey started all
the way back in 1928
with our first Olympic
medal, and we are all
very happy that Hockey
India is making a cele-
bration of this landmark
of 100 years.”
Considered to be one
of the fastest players dur-
ing his era, BP Govinda

vals Pakistan in the final
to win the coveted gold
medal. Reflecting on
the memories of those
World Cup campaigns,
BP Govinda said, “The
1975 World Cup, we re-
ally outclassed Pakistan
in the finals, but before
that, Malaysia gave us
a very tough time in the
semifinals.”

He further added,
“When we won the

Umed Kumar races into three-shot lead
in round two of Dilip Tirkey Invitational

Bhubaneswar:
Umed Kumar carded a
two-under 70 in round
two to race into a three-
shot lead at the PGTI
NEXGEN's Dilip Tirkey
Invitational 2025, being
played at the Bhubane-
swar Golf Club.

Overnight joint leader
Umed (67-70), who hails
from  Chandimandir,
Haryana, moved his to-
tal to seven-under 137
on day two, thus raising
his ho‘{ws of bagging his
second NEXGEN title
this season.

Divesh Rana (67-73),
the other overnight joint
leader, dropped down
to second position at a
total of four-under 140
fo]]owmg his round of 73
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Umed Kumar takes commanding three-shot lead at Dillp Tirkey (nvitational

. Sanjeev
Kumar (72-1 69) moved
up four spots to third po-
sition at three-under 141
thanks to his error-free
second round of 69. Rs
20 lakh event is sup-
ported by Indian hockey
legend and Hockey India
President Dilip Tirkey.
Ankit Padhi and Ajay
Kumar Sahu were the
two local

they were both placed
tied 26th at five-over
149. The cut fell at eight-
over 152. irty-nine
professionals made the
cut.

The 24-year-old Umed
Kumar is currently
placed second in the
NEXGEN Order of Mer-
it and has now emerged
as a top ler for

who made the cut as

the number one spot in

the rankings that would
earn him exemption on
the PGTI's main tour
next year.

Umed, who mixed five
birdies with three bo-
geys, struggled to find
the fairways and greens
on day two. Ilowever,
Umed’s putting saved
the day for him as he
made several conver-
sions for birdie and par

from a range of five to 10
feet.

Umed said as quoted
from a press release by
PGTI, “It was my con-
sistent putting that kept
me on top of the pack for
the second straight day.
1 also recovered really
well from the trees on a
few occasions, where I
managed to extract bird-

ies. A couple of par-saves
from tricky positions
were crucial too. It now
boils down to capitalis-
ing on that handy lead in
the final round. Keeping
the ball in play on these
narrow fairways will be
the key for me, some-
thing I didn’t do well in
round two.”

Divesh Rana made
six birdies and seven
bogeys during his sec-
ond round of 73. San-
jeev Kumar, the cur-
rent NEXGEN Order
of Merit leader, could
pose a major challenge
to Umed for the num-
ber one spot in the
rankings if he moves up
from his current third
position in the tourna-
ment on the final day.

Sanjeev's season
earnings stand at Rs
7,08,740 while Umed’s
earnings read Rs
6,06,840. The cheques
for the top three fin-
ishers at Bhubaneswar
are worth Rs 2,54,300,
Rs 2,14,300 and Rs
1,36,300. That's how
close it is between San-
jeev and Umed in the
Order of Merit race.

Gold medal in 1975 in
the World Cup in Kua-
la Lumpur, there are
no words to express the
feeling. All the members
of the Indian team were
overjoyed, and there was
alot of emotion, as it was
the first World Cup Gold
medal, and of course, we
were all very thrilled to
stand on the podium.”
Now, as a former play-
er and a fan of the sport,
BP Govinda believes that
the current generation
of players should always
strive for excellence. Ie
said, “As a team, the In-
dian men’s hockey team
should always expect a
lot from themselves. It
is important to aim for
the top prize; the team
should always aim for
a gold medal. We have
won two bronze medals
in the last two Olympies.
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Dear Reader, If you
have any news or
you have any sugges-
tion regarding our
newspaper or you
have any problem
with any govern-
ment  department,
you may contact us
on 24 hour helpline
no-  0120-4225517,
4241284for Del-
hi & Ghaziabad
(9582310372),  for
Noida(9818999989),
Advertisement
(9818799941),
Circulation
(08586925450)
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Readers are recom-
mended to make all
necessary enquiries and
seek appropriate advice
before action on any
advertisement and con-
tent published in this
publication. The print-
er, publisher, editor and
seller of the Top Story
do not vouch for any
claims. The publication
is being sold on the
condition and under-
standing that informa-
tion given in this pub-
lication is merely for
reference and must not
be taken as having final
authority of or binding
in any way. We do not
owe any responsibility
for damage or loss to
any person, a purchase
of this production is
not for the result of any
action taken on the ba-
sis of this work.All dis-
putes are subject to the
exclusive  jurisdiction
of court and forums in
Delhi/New Delhi only.

Triathletes honoured as IRONMAN 70.3
Goa marks 5 years of endurance, growth

Panaji:

With less than a week to
go for the fifth edition
of IRONMAN 70.3 Goa,
India, on November 9,
anticipation is high as
athletes from across the
country return to India’s
most iconic endurance
race,

Since its debut in
2019, the event has
grown year after year,
attracting both first-time
triathletes and returning
participants drawn by its
scenic route and electric
atmosphere, according
to a release.

Among those return-
ing to the start line once
again are Dinesh Heda
from Goa and Srivani
YV from Bengaluru, who
have completed every
edition of the race since
its inception. Recognis-
ing their remarkable
consistency and dedica-
tion, IRONMAN India
has honoured 1thlete<
who have compl at

TRONMAN 70,3 Goa celebrates 3 years of endurance and excellence

love for running.

“I took up my first
Olympic-distance  tri-
athlon around 2015
and entered the Half
Tronman distance only
when the race came to
Goa in 2019. Since then,
T've done every edition
here,” he said, as quoted
from a release.

For Srivani YV, a
‘hemical i and

least three editions in
the individual category
with a special Badge of
Tonour.

For 56-year-old
Dinesh Heda, a char-
tered accountant by pro-
fession, triathlon began
as an extension of his

mother from Bengaluru,
IRONMAN Goa is deep-
Iy personal.

“My coach suggested
I try triathlons when I
got back to swimming
years ago. Since then,
T've done eight ITalf Tron
distances and Goa re-

mains my favourite,” she
shared.

“It's close to home,
perfect for a family trip,
and the race vibe is un-
like any other. The 70.3
distance is the sweet
spot, challenging yet en-
Jjoyable.”

Both athletes have
seen the event evolve
dramatically, with the
fifth edition set to fea-
ture close to 1,300 par-
ticipants.

“From the first edition
at Dona Paula to now,
the race has grown like
crazy. Even a week be-
fore race day, you can
already see cyclists and
runners on the route.
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'‘Golmaal 5' to be set in Goa? Ajay

Devgn teases

Mum
ctor Ajay Devgn
is celebrating an-
other milestone

f his much-cele-
brated film franchise, 'Gol-
maal'.

Helmed by Rohit Shetty,
the Golmaal films have
been entertaining audi-
ences for nearly two
decades, beginning with
'Golmaal: Fun Unlimited'
in 2006. Over the years, the
franchise has evolved into
one of India's most suc-
cessful comedy sei
While fans eagerly await
the next film in the fran-
chise, Ajay Devgn marks 15
years of 'Golmaal 3'.

"@itsrohitshetty when
are we planning our next
Goa vacation? #15Year-
s0fGolmaal3," he wrote in

Rajinikanth
collaborates
with Kamal
Haasan for
'Thalaivar 173'

Chennai
egastar Ra-
jinikanth's
new film 'Tha-
laivar 173" will
be created under Kamal
Haasan's RaajKamal Films

the Instagram story, teas-
ing that the team might be
finally moving on with the
project in the coastal town.

Director Rohit Shetty

director Rohit Shetty

TEEATTC

shared his plans to return
to making light-hearted
films, especially ‘Golmaal

5.
T would like to take a

 —
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break from the cop uni-
verse...l have been contin-
uously working on cop
films since 2008 but now I
am really looking forward

to creating comedy
films...Golmaal is coming
next," he revealed.

The first film featured
Ajay Devgn, Sharman
Joshi, Arshad Warsi and
Tusshar Kapoor, with their
fun banter making it a pop-
ular one among audiences.
The filmis still regarded as
one of Rohit Shetty's best
works. Paresh Rawal and
Rimi Sen also featured in
the film

The success of 'Golmaal'
prompted Rohit to expand
the franchise with the sec-
ond, third and fourth parts.
Actors like Kareena Kapoor
Khan, Kunal Kemmu, Am-
rita Arora, Parineeti
Chopra, and Tabu have
also become part of Ro-
hit's comedy franchise over
the years.

Virat Kohli receives birthday
wishes from brother Vikas,
sister Bhawna

Mumbai
s star cricketer
Virat Kohli cele-
brates his birth-
ay today, heart-
felt wishes have been pour-
ing in from across the
globe. Along with fans and
fellow cricketers, his fami-
ly members also joined in
to shower him with love
and warm birthday greet-
ings.

Kohli's brother, Vikas,
and sister, Bhawna, penned
adorable birthday messages
on their respective Insta-
gram handles.

Vikas shared a picture of
Virat and Anushka and
wrote, "Happy birthday
bhai...stay blessed with all
happiness and love."

Bhawna shared a beauti-

Kareena, Neha Dhupia,
Angad Bedi offer

prayers

Mumbai

n the auspicious

occasion of Gu-

rupurab, Bolly-

wood actress Ka-
reena Kapoor Khan paid a sa-
cred visit to a gurdwara in
Mumbai.

In the visuals captured by
the shutterbugs, Kareena was
seen in an elegant ethnicsuit,
her head gracefully covered
with a dupatta.

On Wednesday evening,
couple Angad Bediand Neha
Dhupia, were also spotted
offering prayers at the gurd-
wara.

Actor Sidharth Malhotra
extended heartfelt wishes to
his fans via a sweet post on
Instagram.

Gurpurab, also known as
Guru Nanak Prakash Utsav
or Guru Nanak Jayanti, cel-
ebrates the birth of Guru
Nanak, the first Sikh guru.

The auspicious occasion is
observed on the full moon

B

date of Kartik monthor Kar-
tik Purnima every year.

‘The day is also celebrated
as Parkash Utsav. Devoted to
the Divine from his child-
hood, Guru Nanak Devwas a
man of peace who spent his
entire life emphasising equal-

Helen Mirren to be honoured
with Cecil B DeMiller Award

Washington

ctress Helen Mir-

ren will be hon-

oured with the

estigious Cecil B

DeMille Award during the

new primetime special 'Gold-

en Eve, which airs Thursday,

January 8, prior to the Gold-

en Globes ceremony on Sun-

day, January 11, reported Va-
riety.

The special honouring the
three-time Golden Globe win-
ner and Oscar, Emmy and
Tony Award-winning actress
will air on CBS and stream on
Paramount+, reported Vari-
ety.

According to the outlet,
Mirrenis the latestin aline of

International banner. legendary recipients of the
Sundar C has come on | DeMille Award, which has
board to direct the movie. celebrated the lifetime
This ark collab achi f Hollywood's

tion not only unites two tow-
ering forces of Indian cinema
but also celebrates five
decades of friendship and
brotherhood between Su-
perstar Rajinikanth and Ka-
mal Haasan, read a state-
ment.

"Thalaivar 173 is slated for
a grand theatrical release
through Red Giant Movies
during Pongal 2027.

most iconic figures since its
inception in 1952.

The award presentation
will headline 'Golden Eve,'a
reimagined special that also
honours the Carol Burnett
Award recipient, still to be an-
nounced, and kicks off the
festivities leading up to the
83rd annual Golden Globe
Awards.

"Helen Mirren is a force of

nature, and her career is
nothing short of extraordi-
nary," said Helen Hoehne,
president of the Golden
Globes.

"Her transcendent per-
formances and commitment
to her craft continue to in-
spire generations of artists
and audiences alike. It is a
profound henour to present
her with the Cecil B. DeMille

Award," added Helen, as
quoted by Variety.

Mirren's prolific career
spans more than six decades
across film, television and
stage. She earned Golden
Globe Awards for her role in
Stephen Frears' 'The Queen,'
portraying Queen Elizabeth
11, and for her TV roles in
‘Elizabeth ' and 'Losing

Chase.'
00

ity and tolerance.

Guru Nanak composed
many hymns, which were
collected in the Adi Granth by
Guru Arjan. He visited pil-
grimage sites throughout In-
dia. The mainverses from the
Gurn Granth Sahib elabo-

at Gurdwara

rate that the creator of the
universe is one. His verses
also propagate selfless serv-
ice to humanity. Prayers are
being held in Gurdwaras on
Gurpurab. The different as-
pects of the celebration go on
till night.

ful picture of Virat with his
niece and nephews.

"Grace in your heart,
light in your soul-- Happy
birthday," she captioned
the post.

Left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadavtook to X to
wish his senior on his 37th
birthday, saying, "Happy
Birthday, Virat Bhai. Keep
shining and inspiring al-

Former India all-rounder
Yuvraj Singh shared a nos-
talgic video capturing
Kohli's journey from his
early days to his modern-
day dominance, featuring
several moments of the duo
together."Once a King, al-
ways a King. Happy birth-
day @imVkohli! Sending
you lots of love for a great
year ahead. Stay blessed!"
Yuvraj said.

Huge crowd
‘Manuhe Manuhor Babe'

song to pay
Guwahati
crowd of nearly
5000 people paid
tribute to Bharat
atna Dr Bhupen
Hazarika by performing the
song 'Manuhe Manuhor
Babe' at the Latasil play-
ground in Guwahati on the
occasion of the 14th death
anniversary of the singer.
Bhupen Hazarika, popu-
larly known as the "Bard of
Brahmaputra" and "Sud-
hakantha" (the Nightingale),
was one of the doyens of
the Assamese cultural space.
Born on September 8, 1926,
in Tinsukia district, Assam,
he made an indelible mark
as a musician, singer, com-
poser, and poet.
To pay tribute to the
singer, fans and followers
gathered at the Latasil play-

perform

tribute

ground to perform the icon-
ic song "Manuhe Manuhor
Babe'.

In the visuals, the women
were seen dressed in sarees,
while the men wore kurtas
and formal attire as they all
sang in a chorus. A national
anthem followed it.

Assam Minister Bimal Bo-
rah paid tribute to the singer
by calling Dr Bhupen Haz-
arika asinger who "instilled
a hope of living” among his
listeners and fans.

"Bharat Ratna Bhupen
Hazarika was not only an
icon of Assam's culture but
also a reason for the cele-
bration among people of all
sectors. His creative songs
instilled a hope of living
among the people. He also
sang the songs about na-
ture.

Harmanpreet Kaur, Smriti
Mandhana get inked with special
World Cup victory tattoos

New Delhi
armanpreet
Kaur and Smriti
Mandhana
marked Team
India's historic maiden ICC
Women's World Cup tri-
umph with special tattoos.

On Wednesday, Harman-
preet Kaur took to Instagram
and shared a picture of the
tattoo, which features the
World Cup Trophy.

"Forever etched in my skin
and my heart, waited for you
since Day1,and now Twill see
you every morning and be
grateful,” Harmanpreet
wrote.

Leading from the front,
Harmanpreet Kaur had a
memorable campaign with
the bat. She scored 260 runs
in nine matches, including
two half-centuries,
played a match-winning
knock of 89 runs in the semi-
final against Australia, help-
ing India chase down a mas-
sive target of 339.

During the pulsating final
on Sunday, India posted a

and

daunting total of 298/7 on
the board, courtesy of Shafali
Verma's blistering 87(78)
and Deepti Sharma's fiery
run-a-ball 58, In reply, skip-
per Laura Wolvaardt single-
handedlyled the fight with a
rollicking 101(98) while the
rest of her compatriots crum-
bled against India's spin at-
tack. Player of the Tourna-
ment, Deepti Sharma, deliv-

ered the final blow, and India
experienced a wave of eu-
phoria.

TIndia took a victory lap in-
side the stadium to prolong
the moment of jubilation.
Former cricketers Jhulan
Goswari and Mithali Raj
joined in the victory celebra-
tions and lifted the coveted ti-
tle with teary eyes. Former
India men's captain Rohit

Sharma, who was present at
the stadium with his family,
was visibly overwhelmed
with emotions.

After the nerve-wracking
final, Harmanpreet was ef-
fusive about past stalwarts
Jhulan Goswami and Anjum
Chopra. She credited the duo
for providing her support
during herillustrious 16-year
career.



