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DJB releases
more than Rs 700
crore for water
sewer projects

Bihar’s poor and
youth were
cheated before,
warns Adityanath

India to be
third largest
economy: FM
Sitharaman
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€ 1 Seven killed as

Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh

t least seven per-
sons were killed
nd 14 others in-

jured after a passenger
train  collided with a
goods train from behind
near Bilaspur station in
Chhattisgarh on Tues-
day, officials said.

The incident took
place around 4 pm when
the MEMU (mainline
electric multiple unit)
passenger train  was
heading to Bilaspur
from Gevra (in neigh-
bouring Korba district),
they said.

The impact of the col-
lision was so severe that
a coach of the passenger
train ended up on top
of a wagon of the cargo
train, the railway offi-
cials said, adding that
two persons are still
trapped in the wreckage.

When the passenger
train was between Gato-
ra and Bilaspur railway
stations on the How-
rah-Mumbai rail route
section, it rammed into
a goods train from be-
hind, according to them.

The spot is a few kilo-
metres away from Bi-
laspur city, which hous-
es the headquarters of
South Eastern Central
Railway (SECR) zone.

UN secretary-general warns
that war in Sudan is
'spiraling out of control'

passenger
train rams into goods train

B The Railway

p ion of Rs 10 lakh to the next of kin of the deceased and
passengers, Rs 5 lakh for seriously injured, and Rs 1 lakh for those m]ured in the railway accident.

=

The accident site near Bilaspur station in Chhattisgarh.

“So far, seven deaths
have been confirmed in
the accident. Two others
are still trapped inside
the wreckage and efforts
are on to evacuate them,”
Bilaspur Collector San-
jay Agrawal said.

The goods train was
also moving in the same
direction as that of the
passenger train, he said.

The injured passen-
gers have been shifted
to Apollo Hospital and
Chhattisgarh  Institute
of Medical Sciences
(CIMS) hospital in Bi-

laspur. The condition of
one of them is said to be
critical, he added.

The railway author-
ities have mobilised all
resources at the spot, and
required measures are
being taken for the treat-
ment of the injured per-
sons, the officials said.

As per the visuals, the
collision resulted in a
coach of the passenger
train  getting mount-
ed onto a wagon of the
goods train.

The railway authori-
ties announced a com-

pensation of Rs 10 lakh
cach to kin of the de-
ceased and Rs 5 lakh
to the seriously injured
persons, while those
who sustained minor
injuries will receive Rs 1
lakh ance, an offi-
cial statement said.

A detailed inquiry into
the incident will be con-
ducted at the level of the
Commissioner of Railway
Safety (CRS) to ascertain
the cause and recom-
mend necessary correc-
tive measures, it said.
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I had to bring in my A-game"

Huma Qureshi on Jommg

Campaign for
first phase of
Bihar elections
ends polling
for 121 seats

on Nov 6
Patna

The high-voltage cam-

paign for the first phase
of the Bihar assembly
elections, covering 121
constituencies, ended
on Tuesday evening, af-
ter weeks of acrimoni-
ous exchanges, person-
al attacks, and divisive
rhetoric.

BIHAR

ELECTIONS
2025

Electioneering began
in earnest a couple of
weeks after the polls for
the 24a3-member as-
sembly were announced
on October 6, with most
parties having finalised
their seats and candi-
dates, and the momen-
tum peaked after the
festivities of Diwali and
Chhath were over.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi led the
blitzkrieg on behalf of
the ruling NDA, with
as many as eight rallies,
two of which were held
on the penultimate day
of campaigning, besides
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'Delhi Crime' season 339

SIR begins in 12
states, UTs; TMC
terms it ‘con job'

New Delhi

lection  Commis-
sion's Special In-
tensive  Revision

(SIR) of voters' list com-
menced in nine states
and three Union terri-
tories on Tuesday with
the TMC dubbing the
exercise as a "con job"
by the "compromised"
poll body.

The electoral  roll
cleanup exercise is also
being opposed by the
ruling DMK and its al-
lies in Tamil Nadu.

The Election Com-
mission (EC) said its
booth-level officers
(BLOs) have fanned out
to hand over semi-filled
enumeration forms to
clectors and will also
help them fill the re-
quired document.

According to  the
schedule announced by
the poll authority, SIR
will begin with the enu-
meration stage and con-

tinue till December 4.
The EC will release the
draft electoral rolls on
December 9, and the fi-
nal electoral rolls will be
published on February 7.
The 12 states and UTs
where the second round
of SIR will be conducted
are the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Lak-
shadweep, Chhattisgarh,
Goa, Gujarat, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Pudu-
cherry, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal.
Among these, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Ker-
ala and West Bengal
will go to polls in 2026.
In Assam, another state
where polls are due in
2026, the revision of
electoral rolls will be an-
nounced separately as a
Supreme  Court-super-
vised exercise to verify
citizenship is underway
in the state.
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Heartiest Greetings

to all on the occasion of
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Seven killed

as passenger
train rams into
goods train
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Chhattisgarh TechStart 2025 sparks new
era of innovation & entrepreneurship

SC asks

Centre to file
comprehensive
reply on pleas
challenging

Relief and  rescue onlifia:gamin
operations have been Staff Reporter e oy o= Minister revealed that
Ihnched oia Wasifoot: | Raipn The event, organised | i an 1,800 startup 8 8
ing by the railway ad- hattisga as part of the jdeaswerereceived from | 1AW
mi ation. Senior &ltimnnu itsel S state’s Silver Jubilee across the state, includ-
officials have rushed to a rising force in celebrations, ingsubmissionsfromre- | New Delhi:
the site to monitor the | technology and innova- b ht tozeth mote areas. Calling the | The Supreme Court on
situation, and the in- | tion, with Chief Minister arolis OBether . articipation “remark- | Tuesday asked the Cen-
jured have been shifted | Vishnu Deo Sai leading industry experts,  uble and inspiring,” he | tre to file a comprehen-
to nearby hospitals for | the charge toward a vi- p , and 1 that the gov- | sive reply on petitions
treatment, it said. sionary goal of a “De- technology  leaders ~ ernment would extend | challenging an online
The railway author- | veloped Chhattisgarh by f th mentorship,  financial | gaming law which pro-
ities are providing all | 2047." Speaking at the Tach Pomy  adoss ®y  support, and incuba hibits “online money
possible assistance and | Chhattisgarh TechStart q g LI cilities to promising | games”, and bars bank-
coordination to the af- | 2025 event held at the ! Mk pSten (. assrun innovators. Projects like | ing services and adver-

fected passengers.

Helpline numbers
have been issued for the
convenience of passen-
gers and their families,
it added.

Chhattisgarh ~ Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
expressed grief over the
accident and s the
state government stands
in full solidarity with the
affected fami

The CM spoke over the
phone with the Bilaspur
District Collector, seek-
ing detailed informa-
tion about the incident
and directing officials to
provide all possibl
nce to those
u], an official statement
said.

He instructed that im-
mediate medical aid be
provided to the injured
persons and that every
possible support be ex-
tended to thc affected

B

st on ‘X', Sai
teams from the
machinery an

yfair Hotel in Nava
ur, the Chief Min-
described the initi-
e as a defining step
in <lmpmg the state’s
future through innova-
tion-driven entrepre-
neurship.
The event,
as part of
Silver Jubilee cel
tions, brought together
experts, entre-
and technol-
s from across

organise
the

ogy leade
the countr
Minister fi
winners  of
2025 and handed over

citated the
Ideathon

partnership  ex
agreements to various
organisations  collabo-
rating with the state gov-
ernment.

Expressing  gratitude

to innovatol
nologists, Chief Minister
Sai said the Tech
Start platform  would
1; role in
Iture
innovation, skill devel-
opment, .md sustainable
gruwth Drawing inspi
i om Prime M
Modi

he reiterated his gov-
ernment’s commitment
to building a developed
and technologically ad-

Vote is power, vote is
courage: Neetu Navgeet

“Chhattisgarh’s

- SEVENTY OME THouSAND oLy

vanced Chhattisgarh by
2047.

He noted that India’s
startup landscape has
seen tremendous growth
under the leadership of
the Prime Minister, with
numerous startups at-
taining unicorn status.
youth
have immense potential
to innovate and lead,” he
said. “Our government
s determined to nurture

r entrepreneurial

tl
spirit through access to

K 71000/

resources, mentorship,
and a >uppum\e ecosy:
tem.”

Highlighting the con-
tributions  of young
achievers from the state,
the Chief Minister cit-
ed examples such as
Akanksha  Satyavanshi,
physiotherapist of the
Indian Women’s Crick-
et Team, and Squadron
Leader Gaurav Patel,
who will pilot a 111.,hter
aircraft during the up-
coming Nava Raipur Air

achieve-
d, reflect
the state’s growing pool
of talent and resilience.

Sai further under-
lined that the state has
implemented over 350
business reforms to im-
prove the Ease of Doing
Business and stream-
line the Single Window
System, making Chhat-

most promising des
nations for investors. He
added that the govern-
ment is now focusing
on strengthening the IT
and IT-enabled services
sectors, with Raipur be-
ing developed as a hub
for technology services.
Sharing insights on
the recently concluded
Ideathon 2025, the Chief

the upcoming Al Data
Centre Park and a sem-
iconductor manufa
ing unit are progres
rapidly, he said,
ing the state’s focus on
next-generation tech-

ing optmusm

Minister said that Chhat-
tisgarh has already re-
ceived investment pro-
posals worth over 7.5
akh crore. “The govern-
ment stands  shoulder
to shoulder with every
entrepreneur,” he said.

“Your creativity and de-

termination will not only
shape your future but
also place Chhattisgarh
firmly on the J.J()lml in-
novation map.

NCW urges tougher cyber
laws to protect women online

tising related to them.

A bench of Justices
J B Pardiwala and K V
Viswanathan was  in-
formed that the Centre
has filed its reply on the
interim prayer made in
the pleas.

“We want the Addi-
tional Solicitor General
appearing for the Union
to file a comprehensive
reply to the main peti-
tion itself,” the bench
said.

It said copy of the re-
ply be served in advance
to the advocates appear-
ing for the petitioners
and if they want to file
any rejoinder, they may
do so at the earliest.

The bench posted the
matter for hearing on
November 26.

The Promotion and
Regulation of Online
Gaming Act, 2025 is
the first central legisla-
tion banning real-mon-
ey online gaming, in-
cluding fantasy sports
and e-sports played for
stakes and has faced

tion have lllll“Cdl.llLl\ challenges before the
reached the spot and Mitali Chandola Delhi, Karnataka and
are engaged in relief and ) New Delhi: Madhya Pradesh high
rescue operations. In a decisive move to courts.

All neq ry medical make  Ind digital Senior advocate C A
facilities and resources space safer for women, Sundaram,  appearing
are being made availa- the National Commis- in the matter, told the

ble for the treatment of
the injured. The state
government has been
closely monitoring the

sion for Women (NCW)
has submitted a com-
prehensive report to the
Government of India

bench that the business

situation rec ling a review one of the advocates told
promptr PATNA: Dr. Neetu Kumari and reform of cyber the bench that a fresh
tivity, he s Dr. Neetu Kumari Nav- f laws. The report, shared writ petition was filed in

Ys t avgeet, the Patna port, ! 2
geet, the Patna Dis- YBesh with the Ministries of the matter but it was not

Campaign for

triet Sweep Ieon and a
folk singer, led a voter

District Sweep Icon
and a folk singer, led

Law and Justice, Elec-
tronics and Information

listed for hearing.
“I (petitioner) am a

first phaSe of awareness campaign in  la voter awareness | Technology, — Women A | chess player and its a
Bihar election Patna to encourage vot- campaign in Patna and Child Development, . X . X source of livelihood. 1
1har elections er participation in the t t and Home Affairs, urg- Academy in Guwahati. The final consulta- data protection norms | was also about to launch
d 1li f Bihar Legislative Assem- |0 €ncourage voter er-sensitive Emphasizing the im- tion was attended by under the Digital Per- = an app,” the lawyer said.
ends polling for bly elections. articipation. scyber  portance of digital safety, Union Law and Justice sonal Data Protection “India is a strange

121 seats on

ov
CONTD FROM PAGE-1

This event took place
at Christ Church Dioc-
esan School in Khagaul
and aimed to increase
voter turnout.

dents from Khagaul to
engage the community.
There were also compe-
titions for students on

legal framework to ad-
dress emerging online
threats and ensure pri-
vacy protections.

The report marks the

NCW Chairperson Smt.
ya Rahatkar stated,
“The digital world has
opened infinite doors
for women — of learning,

Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal, who lauded
NCW'’s  proactive role
in safeguarding wom-
en’s digital rights. The

and inclusion of on-
Tine harassment in the
The report
s for platform
accountability in cases
of non-consensual con-

country. You are a play-
er. You want to play. It
your only source of in-
come and therefore, you
want to join the proc

a roadshow in Patna, Dr. Navgeet admin- voter awareness topics, = culmination of a year- enterprise, and expres-  consultative process ings,” Justice Pdl‘ledl-l
and digital interactions | istered a pledge to both  such as poster making | long national consulta- sion — but it has also  brought together judges, tent and swift removal | observed.
with booth-level work- | students and teachersto  and  speeches. More | tion aimed at strength-  given rise to new fron-  senior advocates, tech-  of offensive material. The counsel said the
ers, and also with wom- | vote and promote voti than 700 school stu- | ening digital rights and  tiers of threat and in- nology experts, police Titled the “Recom- | petitioner participates

en, on the final day of
clectioneering.

awareness, emphasizing
that children rcpruscnt

dents took part in the
entire program.

accountability
ace. Over the

ensuring
in eybers)

timidation. It is our col-
lective responsibility to

officials, and civil soci-
ety members, resulting

mendatory Report for
Law Review 2024-25,"

in online tournaments
organised by the compa-

Modi had begun his | the future and those During the event, | past year, the NCW or- ensure that technology in over 200 actionable the document repre- nies and he pays a par-
campaign with a rally | over 18 should vote. For ~ Dr. \L\\gee( and other | ganized eight regional becomes an instrument recommendations ad- sents one of the most | ticipation fee also.
at Samastipur, where | those younger than 18, gu including Mr. | consultations across  of empowerment, not ing legal, proce- exte efforts  to
he also visited the an- | she encouraged them to G\dl)ﬁ‘\h\hll, were hon- | Punjab, Haryana, West  exploitation.” She add- dural, and institutional ~ modernize cyber laws.

FOR ADVERTISING IN

ral house of Bharat | inspire their families to  ored for their contribu- | Bengal, Odisha, Assam, ed that the Comm gaps in In eyber It aims to create a se-
Ratna Karpoori Thakur. | participate in elections. tinnq to the campaign’s | Gujarat, Karnataka, and  envisions a cyber governance framework.  cure digital environment
He shared the stage The campaign includ- Other members | Chhattisgarh, followed em where aware- Among the major where technology serves STORY
with Chief Minister Ni- | ed a voter signature nf the Youth Hostels | by two national-level de- s replaces fear and  proposals are tougher as a tool of empower- PLEASE
tish Kumar, the JD(U) | drive where over 500  Association, including | liberations held at Vig- 'y woman can step  penalties for online of- ment, ensuring wom- CONTACT:
president, who vies with | people pledged to vote statv and local leaders, | yan Bhawan in New Del-  into the digital world fences against women  en’s dlgnm safety, and %
arch-rival Lalu Prasad, | and an awareness rally so present to sup- | hi and the National Law  confident, ~ informed, under the Information  equal partici 9818799941

the RJD president, in
claiming to be the true
ideological heir to the
EBC (utnmclv bad\-
wards cl.

The 75: \car—uld PM
pulled no punches in
charging the RJD-Con-
gress combine, the two
largest constituents of
the INDIA bloe, with
"protecting infiltrators”
and cuut"mncd the peo-
ple agaimt a return of
jungle raj".

His remark that the
Congress  agreed to
name Prasad’s son Te-
jashwi Yadav as the
INDIA bloc's CM candi-
date, only when RJD put
a "katta" (country-made
gun) on its head, drew
much flak from the RJID
leader and former depu-
ty chief minister, who al-
leged tlmt the l.mguuge

of

organized by 500 stu-

port ﬂ]l. initiative.

University and Judicial

and secure.

ED tightens net around Varanium
Cloud in laundering case

Mitali Chandola

. _New Delhi:

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED), Head-
quarters Investigation
Unit (HIU), New Del-
hi, conducted h
operations at multiple
locations in  Mumbai,
under the provisions
of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002. The
searches were part of an
ongoing investigation
against M/s Varanium
Cloud Ltd., its promoter

P

individuals  allegedly

money laundering ac-

agencey also recovered
around 400 cheque
books related to sus-
pected mule bank ac-
counts and more than
200 SIM cards, many
of which were inserted
in over 100 di
mobile phon
I-n ered financial trans-

In\'estiguh»r.s believe
that these accounts
and devices were be-
ing operated to route,
disguise, and circulate
unaccounted  money

Technology Act, stricter

[l).mnn in
thc online world.

Tejashwi vows MSP bonus
for farmers in poll pitch

Patna:

RID leader Tejashwi
Yadav on Tucsda\ an-
nounced that farmers
would be given Rs 300
per quintal of paddy
and Rs go0 for wh
as a bonus over MSP, if
the INDIA bloe comes
to power in Bihar.

ddressing a pr
conference here, Yadav,
the chief ministerial
candidate of the oppo-
sition bloe, also
heads of all Prima-
ry Agnoultlu.\l Credit

There are more than

the government “charg-

was dhan Sabale, involved in large-scale  tivities. through complex digi- | Societies (PACS) and 8,400 PACS in the state, per unit from

prime lmmsten and other linked enti-  financial irregularities. During the search, tal and financial chan- | Primary Marketing  he said. farmers for the electrie-
Leader of the Opposi- | ties. The ED stated that the  officials seized various  nels. The recovered | Cooperative Societies  Besides, farmers in ity used in agricultural

tion in Lok Sabha, Ra- According to official raids led to the recov- incriminating  doe material is currently | (Vyapar Mandals) will  Bihar will be provided  activities”.

hul Gandhi, also held as | sources, the operations  ery of significant ev- s, digital devi being examined to | also be given the “sta-  free electricity for irri-  The announcements

many as seven rallies, | were aimed at tracing idence indicating the and financial records identify the full chain | tus of people’s repre-  gation purposes, if the come two days ahead of

the last three falling on | the proceeds of crime  use of multiple bank  believed to be connect-  of beneficiaries and | sentatives” in the state,  INDIA bloc wrests pow-  the first phase of voting

the concluding day of

and uncovering the net-

accounts and  shell

ed with the laundering

the extent of the trans-

if the opposition alli-

er in the state, he said,

in the ;mn on Novem-

the campaign. Agency work of companies and  entities for suspected of illicit funds. The actions. ance wrests power. claiming that currently  ber6.
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Man found dead
near Moti Nagar
flyover in Delhi

New Delhi
A 54-year-old man was
found dead near the Moti
Nagar flyover in west Delhi
on Tuesday, police said.

According to the police, a
PCR call was received
around 7:15 am regarding a
body lying near a banquet
on Najafgarh Road.

"A police team immedi-
ately reached the spot and
found the body ofa man ly-
ing across the footpath,” a
senior police officer said,
adding that there were with
visible injury marks on the
body.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Ramkaran (54). He
had injuries on his lower
abdomen and forehead. His
personal belongings were
found scattered around the
spot, he added.

The police said that the
area was cordoned off and
the crimeand forensic teams
were ealled for inspection.
The body was later shifted to
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
(DDU) Hospital for post-
mortem.

"The exact cause of death
will be known after the au-
topsyreport. Based on pre-
liminary findings, all possi-
ble angles including acci-
dentand foul play are being
examined," the officer said.

The police said that they
are checking CCTV footage
of to establish the sequence
of events leading to
Ramkaran's death. Further
investigation into the matter
is underway.

MCD reports first
two deaths due to
dengue in Delhi

The number of fresh
cases reported by
the city this week is
67. The total num-
ber of cases this
year has reached
1,136, out of which
989 were registered
by the MCD, while
the remainder were
reported by the
New Delhi Munici-
pal Council (NDMC),
Delhi Cantonment
and railway areas,
the report till No-
vember said.

New Delhi
Delhi reported its first
two deaths due to dengue
this year, according to a
report released by the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) on Tuesday.

The number of fresh
cases reported by the city
this week is 67. The total
number of cases thisyear
has reached 1,136, out of
which 989 were regis-
tered by the MCD, while
the remainder were re-
ported by the New Delhi
Municipal Council
(NDMC), Delhi Canton-
ment and railway areas,
the report till November
said.

In October, the MCD
reported 377 cases, the
highest this year.

In order to control the
dengue outbreak, the
MCD carries out fumiga-
tion drives and aware-
ness campaigns. Surveys
of households in different
localities are also carried
out to check for the
breeding of mosquitoes.

The civic bodies also
issue legal notices to
houses and building own-
ers where mosquitogenic
conditions are found,
they added.

MCD officials have un-
dertaken around three
crore house visits this
year to date to check mos-
quito breeding, out of
which 21 lakh houses
were found to be posi-
tive for mosquito breed-
ing, the report added.
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Delhi Govt. resumes compassionate
appointments in DSIIDC after 11 tears

Diksha/New Delhi

n a major step to-

wards compassionate

governance, the Del-

hi Government has
restarted appointments on
compassionate grounds in
the Delhi State Industrial
and Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation (DSI-
IDC) after a gap of 11
years.The initiative, tak-
en under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the leadership of
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta, aims to support families
of deceased government
employees who have long
awaited relief. At an event
held at the Delhi Secre-
tariat on Tuesday, Minister
for Industries, Environ-
ment, Food and Supplies
Manjinder Singh Sirsa
handed over appointment
letters to 24 beneficiaries,

Ty Jd
each a legal heir of a DSI-
IDC employee who had
passed away.Sirsa said that
when the issue was
brought to Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta's attention,
she immediately directed
that the long-pending va-

cancies be filled without
delay. “It is heartbreaking
when a family loses its
breadwinner and then
faces years of struggle for
basic livelihood. Our gov-
ernment is committed to
ensuring timely support,

PWD to install mist spraying systems
at 3 pollution hotspots of Delhi

New Delhi

The Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) plans to install
automatic mist spraying sys-
tems on three road stretch-
es near the Narela, Bawana
and Jahangirpuri area, all
among the top 13 pollution
hotspots of Delhi, officials
said on Tuesday.

Earlier, similar projects
have been taken up in
NDMC and DDA areas, with
the hope of reducing dust on
roads, which is among the
major contributors to air
pollution.

"PWD will now start its
third projectwith the instal-
lation of these systems at
Shahpur Garhi near DSIDC
Narela, DSIDC Bawana near
Pooth Khurd and the Ja-
hangirpuriarea,” aPWD of-
ficial said.

The sprinklers will be in-
stalled on the central verges
of these roads. Tenders have
been floated for the project,
the official added.

The systems will spray
RO-treated water on roads to
suppress dust, havinga total

capacity of 2,000 litres per
hour. The cost of the project
is Rs 4 erore; which includes
operation and maintenance
for five years, he added.
According to the tender,
the system will be powered
by a capacity RO water
pumping unit, and to en-
sure the security of the equip-
ment, the tender document
also specifies the deploy-
ment of security guards.
"The misting system will
operate in two shifts - 6 am
to 2 pm and 2 pm to 10 pm.
The contractor will also be
responsible for a five-year de-
fect-free liability," the tender
states.
This initiative follows Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta’s di-

Delhi Police arrests 3 proclaimed
offenders in murder of man

New Delhi

The Delhi Police has ar-
rested three proclaimed of-
fenders, including a
woman, her sister and
brother-in-law, for al-
legedly killing the woman's
husband, an official said
on Tuesday.

According to police, the
incident took place in the
intervening night of May 20
and 21, when aviolent clash
erupted between two fam-
ilies, leading to a stabbing
in which a man named
Samsad was killed.

Six of the accused had al-
ready been arrested, while
the deceased's wife, her sis-
ter and brother-in-law,
identified as Nijam, had
been absconding ever since
the crime had taken place.

Investigations revealed
that the woman, the de-

According to police,
the incident took place
in the intervening
night of May 20 and
21, when a violent
clash erupted between
two families, leading
to a stabbing in which
a man named Samsad
was killed.

ceased's wife, was previ-
ously married to Samsad's
brother, who had died by
suicide. Samsad allegedly
harassed her. which led
the three accused to con-
spire and carry out the fa-
tal attack. The police said
a team used technical sur-
veillance and local intelli-
gence to track down and
arrest the three accused
from the Narela Industrial
Area.

rective in March to install
sprinklers and smog guns
thmughout the year to ad-
dress air quality concerns.

In June, Environment
Minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa conducted an on-
ground inspection of a sim-
ilar Automatic Misting Sys-
teminstalled on Lodhi Road.

Officials stated that these
systems are designed to sup-
press dust particles and re-
duce carbon emissions.

Currently, high-pressure
mist sprayers are operational
not only in central Delhibut
also on DDA-maintained
roads in Dwarka, extending
the city's anti-pollution ef-
forts across both central and
peripheral zones.

LG to invest
31,000 cr
in Noida

Noida
South Korean giant LG
Corporation is set to make
a major investment in Noi-
da. The company formal-
ly announced the 1,000
crore investment during
a meeting with Noida Au-
thority CEO Lokesh M on
Tuesday.

As part of this invest-
ment, LG will set up a
state-of-the-art global re-
search and development
(R&D) centre in Noida's
Phase 2  industrial
area The meeting between
a top LG delegation and
the Noida Authority in-
cluded detailed discus-
sions on the project's
preparations and time-
lines.

not bureaucratic hurdles,”
he said.He described the
decision as a “historic cor-
rection” to the inaction of
previous administrations.
“Under CM Rekha Gup-
ta’s leadership, we are
righting past wrongs one
step at a time,” he
added. The appointments
include 11 Multi-Tasking
Staff, 7 Assistant Grade
111, 5 Accounts Assis-
tants, and 1 Junior Ste-
nographer. Congratulat-
ing the new recruits, Sir-
sa urged them to serve
with dedication and up-
hold the spirit of public
service.Officials said the
move reflects the Dethi
Government'’s focus on
compassion, accountabil-
ity, and people-first gov-
ernance, ensuring that no
family in distress is leftun-
heard.

DJB releases more than Rs 700
crore for water sewer pI‘O]eCtS

New Delhi

The Delhi Jal Board has re-
leased more than Rs 700
crore for sewer and water
projects in all assembly con-
stituencies of the national
capital under its jurisdic-
tion, the city's Water Minis-
ter Parvesh Sahib Singh Ver-
ma said on Tuesday.

Aecording to officials, the
constituency-wise release of
fiunds will promote equitable
and need-based develop-
ment.

Atotal of 68 constituencies
will get funds. The remaining
two - Delhi Cantonment
and New Delhi have not
been included in the DJB's
listas sewer and water proj-
ects there are not managed
by the Delhi government.

"The DJB has released Rs
735 crore directly to con-
stituencies to ensure faster
work, cleaner execution, and
greater accountability. We

have provided even more
funds overall, but this time
they have been released ina
decentralised manner, em-
powering MLAs to act ac-
cording to the people's
needs," Verma said.

This marks the largest
constituency-level find re-
lease in DJB's history, en-
suring that every part of the
national capital benefits from
renewed investment in es-
sential water and sanitation
systems, the minister added.

Of the total amount, Rs
408.95 crore has been re-

leased under the capital head
for infrastructure projects
such as laying of new
pipelines, replacement of old
sewer lines, construction of
underground reservoirs and
augmentation of water sup-
ply systems.

"Another Rs 326 crore has
been released under the rev-
enue head for regularmain-
tenance, desilting, repair
works, and service-related
improvements aimed at en-
Thancing the efficiency and re-
Tiability of existing networks,”
Verma said further.

Scammers cheat Delhi man of Rs 22 lakh
through fake tradmg schemes; 3 held

New Delhi

Three men have been ar-
rested for allegedly duping a
man of around Rs 22 lakh
through a fake investment
and trading scheme, after
being inspired by webseries,
police said on Tuesday.

The accused Prabhat Vaj-
payee alias Amanda (22),
Mohammad Abas Khan (24)
and Arpit Mishra alias Pro-
fessor (25) , were part of an
organised cyber network
running investment scams
through social media groups,
they said.

According to police, the
three learned about online
scams through web series
and replicated similar meth-
ods to cheat people.

The case came to light on
October 1, when the com-
plainant Rohit (32), a resi-
dent of Gokalpuri in north-

A

east Delhi, filed a complaint
alleging that he was cheated
of Rs 21.77 by fraudsters
posing as representatives of
areputed financial services
firm, a senior police officer
said.

Rohit further alleged that
the accused added him toa
social media group that of-
fered stock market invest-
ment advice and lured him
into investing in a “Direct

Market Account” with prom-
ises of high returns, he said.
After multiple transac-
tions, when the complainant
tried to withdraw his profits,
the fraudsters froze his ac-
count and demanded more
money on the pretext of un-
locking his funds, the officer
added.
‘Acasewasregistered and
bank details, phone records,
and technical footprints of

Two members of Kala Jathedi-Om
Parkash gang held in Delhi's Dwarka

New Delhi

The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed two active members of
the Kala Jathedi-Om
Parkash gang and recovered
two loaded country-made
pistols from their posses-
sion, an officials said on
Tuesday.

The police has claimed to
have foiling an alleged tar-
geted killing, they said,
adding that the accused have
been identified as Vinod
(27), and Dhruv (19), both
residents of Jharoda Kalan
in Delhi.

"Both were acting on the
instructions of gangster Om
Parkash alias Kala, who is
currently in judicial custody
in a MCOCA case and is a
key member of the Kala
Jathedi-Sachin alias Bhan-
ja gang," Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Dwarka)
Ankit Singh said.

He further said that in-
formation was received
about the accused and the
teamintercepted them who

were on their way to commit
a crime. Their arrest has
averted a possibleincident of
violence.

"A secret tip-off on Octo-
ber 28 indicated that a close
associate of Om Parkash
was roamingin the Jharoda
areawithillegal arms. Acting
on this input, the team
reached the spot and ap-
prehended both suspects,”
he added.

‘Upon frisking, two coun-
try-made pistol, along with
live cartridges, were recov-

ered. During interrogation,
Vinod and Dhruv allegedly
confessed that they har-
boured personal enmity with
a person from their village
and had sought help from
Om Parkash to eli

the suspects were analysed.
Based on the leads, two of the
accused — Prabhat from
Ghaziabad and Abas, hailing
from Imphal East in Ma-
nipur — were arrested, police
said.

They said 11 mobile
phones, 17 SIM cards, 32
debit cards, and other mate-
rials were seized from them.

During interrogation, the
two revealed the identity of
their associate Arpit, from
Rajasthan’s Jaipur, who was
later traced and arrested
from Siliguri in West Bengal,
police said.

Three mobile phones and
several SIM cards were re-
covered from his possession,
they added.

Further investigation is
underway to trace other
members and financial trails,
the officer said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concern that
my clients Shri Sohan Lal S/o
ShriTara Chand & Smt. Daya
Wati W/o'Shri Sohan Lal, R/fo
M-1-381, Gali No.6, Sangam Vi-
har, New Delhi-110080 hereby
disowned and debarred their
son Yogesh Bharti (Nikki),
daughter-in-law Chanchal and
grandchildren Bhavya and Ran-
vir for all intents and purposes
and further declare that they
shall have no right, title or in-
terests in the movable and im-
movable properties of my
clients. It is further clear that
my clients shall not be respon-
sible for their acts, omission
and further will not be held re-
sponsible while they deal with
anyane in any manner for any
purpose and intent.

RAVI LOMOD
(Advocate & Legal Consultant)
Chamber N0.437, Lawyer's
Block Saket Courts, New Del-
hi-110017

the target.

Vinod, the police said, is a
habitual offender previous-
Ty involved in arms-related
offences, while Dhruv has
also been booked in two
criminal cases. Further in-
vestigation into the matter is
underway.

Two arrested for attack on famlly in Delhi’s Bhalswa Dairy

New Delhi

Two men, including the
main conspirator, have
been arrested for their al-
leged involvement in at-
tacking a rival family with
knives and sticks that led
to five people sustaining
serious injuries in Delhi's
Bhalswa Dairy in July, po-
lice said on Tuesday.

The accused have been
identified as Md Mumtaz
Ansari (29), who was out
on bail in another case,
and Shamim (50), both
residents of Azadpur.

The police said Ansari is
a declared bad character
(BC) of Bhalswa Dairy po-
lice station and a habitu-
al offender involved in
several serious erimes, in-
cluding murder, attempt
to murder, robbery and

SN
arms-related offences,
they said.

The case dates back to
July 18, when a violent
clash broke out between

two  neighbourhood
groups in Bhalswa Dairy,
during which four identi-

fied persons and several
unidentified associates at-
tacked members ofa fam-
ily with knives and sticks
with the intent to kill.
Five persons sustained
serious injuries, and the
attackers fled after the as-

The accused have

been identified
as Md Mumtaz
Ansari (29), who
was out on bail in
another case,
and Shamim (50),
both residents of
Azadpur.
sault, a senior police offi-
cer said, adding that a
case was registered un-
der various sections of the
BNS.

During the initial in-
vestigation, the police

identified Ansari as the
main conspirator behind

the attack. Earlier, seven
adults and three minors
were apprehended in con-
nection with the incident,
the police said.

Continuing their probe,
Mumtaz Ansari and
Shamim were traced and
arrested from the Inderlok
area of Delhi.

During interrogation,
Ansari admitted to having
masterminded the attack
and instigated others to
join the assault, The police
said he was released on
bail in Ju 025 and re-
sumed criminal activities
soon after.

Ansari has a long histo-

Town, and Mahendra
Park.

He was also wanted in
murder and attempt-to-
murder cases for which
Non-Bailable Warrants
(NBWSs) had been issued
against him, police added.

ASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice No. F-Wagon-
ding25R Date :30.10.2025.
Depuly Chiaf Mechanical Engineer
(Wagon), Eastern Railway, Jamalpur
Workshop, District-Munger, Bihar-
811214 invites Open e-tender against
Tender Notice No. F-Wagon-
Fittingwelding 25R. Name of Work :
*Fiing & Welding of POH wagon as|
per schedule of Work at Locomotive|
Workshop Jamalpur'. Place of Work:
Locomotive Workshop, Eastern
Railway, Jamalpur. Tender Value:
< 2,21,37,048.94, Cost of Tender
Documents : ¥ 0.00, Validity of offer
: 60 days, Bidding Start Date :
10.11.2025, Tender Closing Date and
Time : 24.11.2025 &t 15.00 hrs; Period
of Completion : 24 Morths. Details
available al www.ireps.gov.in
MISC-204/2025:26

Tendar Notice s also avallable at
o er indianail

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE
(Through eendering)

Name of work with its
location

S&T work in cannestian with provision of thick
web switches in DLI-BT| section of Delhi Division.

App.cost of the work

Rs. 787942173/

Bid Security.

Rs. 1,57,600.001-

Address of the office

Serlor Dieina Signal & Teecom Engineet-C.
Northem Raillway, 31
Office, New Delhi-110065.

3rd_ Floor, Annexe-1,

Date & Time for uploading
the tendericlosing of the
tender

Tender Uploading 03.112025 / dosing date &
time-25.11,2025upto 15,00 hrs.

ry of invol in crim-
inal cases registered at
various police stations in
North Delhi, including
Adarsh Nagar, Model

e p ko
board location

complota dotais of the
tender can be seen etc.

lwoww.reg

See the Northern Rallway websile

wwwireps.gov.in
branch, 3rd Floor, DRM office, State Entry Road,
NewDelhi-11 0085,

ov.in & Notice board at the S&T|

Tender No. : 556- Sig-16-M-TENDER-1465 Dat.

SERVING CUSTOMER WITH A SMILE

1.2025
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JNUSU polls see voter turnout
of 67 pc results on November 6

New Delhi

he  Jawaharlal

Nehru University

Students’ Union

polls recorded a
voter turnout of 67 per
cent this year, a slight dip
from 70 per cent in the
previous election. In the
2023-24 polls, the uni-
versity had witnessed 73
per cent voting -- the high-
est in the past decade.

The JNU campus came
alive on Tuesday with the
sound of drums, chants
and campaign songs as
students queued up to cast
their votes in the cosely
watched elections that will
decide the new central
panel and schoal council-
lors.

Polling began at 9 am
and was supposed to con-
tinue till 5:30 pm, with a
break from 1 pm to 2:30
pm. The results will be an-
nounced on November 6,
according to the JNUSU
election committee.

Twenty candidates are

in the fray for the four ke,
central panel posts — pri
ident, vice-president, gen-
eral secretary and joint
secretary. Students have
also voted for 42 councillor
seats for various schools of
the university. Around
9.043 students were eligi-
ble to vote this year.

The contest, often
viewed as a reflection of
national ideological un-

dercurrents, is primarily
between the Left Unity and
the RSS-affiliated Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP),

The Left Unity, com-
prising the All India Stu-
dents' Association (AISA),
Students’ Federation of In-
dia (SFI) and Democratic
Students’ Federation
(DSF), has fielded Aditi
Mishra for president,

Delhi Congress organises mask
distribution drive as air pollution rises

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav here on
Tuesday launched mask
distribution campaign amid
risein air pollution. He said
that this campaign was held
in all the 70 assembly con-
stituencies across the city.

The Congress workers
distributed masks among
people at markets, colonies,
traffic intersections, metro
stations and many other
places. While distributing
the masks, Yadav high-
lighted the importance of

wearing masks to keep peo-
ple safe from the life-threat-
ening air pollution , saying
the Rekha Gupta govern-
ment has failed to curb the
pollution in city during its
nine months regime.
Yadav said that the Gup-
ta government has not tak-
en any permanent meas-
ures to control pollution but
onthe contrary it was trying
to hide the figures touching
dangerous levels of pollu-
tion. "Who is responsible
for this terrible spike in the
AQI (Air Quality Index) lev-
el in the capital despite in-

stalling pollution control
machines, water sprinklers,
smog towers, ete?”, he
asked.

People of Delhi are asking
questions to the govern-
ment about the toxic air
and the chief minister was
duty-bound to answer to
their questions. He said
that CM Gupta should come
upwitha permanent solu-
tion to stop pollution, in-
stead of making lame ex-
cuses as the toxic air was
causing severe damage to
the lungs of the people, he
added.

Kizhakoot Gopika Babu
for vice-president, Sunil
Yadav for general secretary
and Danish Ali for joint
secretary.

The ABVP's panel fea-
tures Vikas Patel, Tanya
Kumari, Rajeshwar Kant
Dubey and Anuj for the
posts. While the ABVP has
campaigned on themes of
"performance and nation-
alism," the Left bloc has fo-

cused on "inclusion, ac-
cessibility and student wel-
fare."

"The Left unity will win
all four central panel
seats," Aishe Ghosh, afor-
mer JNUSU president, said
as she campaigned outside
a polling booth. Although
voter turnout was modest
in the morning, queues
grew longer in the after-
noon as students, many of
whom were first-time vot-
ers, arrived with their ID
cards to participate in what
they described as a festival
of democracy.

"Until now, I had only
heard about the JNU elec-
tions. Witnessing them for
the first time feels special.
It's vibrant and serious at
the same time," said
Aakansha, a 20-year-old
undergraduate student.

A postgraduate student
from Kolkata said, "It feels
like a celebration. In my
previous university, there
were no student union
polls. Here, it's like a grand

festival of democracy."

Opinions among voters
were divided.

Mahendra, a 25-year-old
doctoral student, said, "The
Left-affiliated groups at
least raise our issues and
protest when needed. Even
with limited powers, they
make the administration
listen."

However, others sought
achange.

"The Left has been at
the helm for years, but
many campus problems re-
main the same - from li-
brary shortages to leaking
roofs," said Sunil. "We
want a union that focuses
more on JNU's own issues
rather than global politics.

Last year, AISA's Nitish
Kumarwon the president's
post, while ABVP's Vaibhav
Meena secured the joint
secretary position, ending
adecade-long drought for
the right-wing group and
signalling what it called "a
historic shift" in JNU's
campus politics.

A

2 drink beer while riding bike
challenge police in Gurugram

Gury,

Two riders were seen drink-
ing alcohol on a moving
motoreycle in Gurugram
while "openly challenging”
the police. A video of the in-
cident surfaced on social
media with the authorities
saying "strict action” will be
taken against them.

Thevideo, uploaded by a
social media user on X, is
said to be from Sohna road
area. In the video, two men,
who were riding a motor-
cycle with Rajasthan regis-
tration number motorcy-
cle, were seenider holding
bottles of beer, police said.

They were openly chal-
lenging the police as they
went ahead on their mo-
toreycle through vehicles,
they said.

"Such a case has come to
our notice and we are
searching for the motorcy-
cle and its riders. Strict ac-
tion will be taken against
them," said the spokesper-
son of Gurugram poli

"Two hoys drunk driv-
ing with beer bottles in
their hands, no helmets,
almost hitting cars and peo-
ple and the cops said, "post
it on social media." Is this
what safety looks like on
our roads?", the user writes

The video, uploaded
by a social media
user on X, is said to
be from Sohna road
area. In the video,
two men, who were
riding a motorcycle
with Rajasthan regis-
tration number mo-
torcycle, were seen
rider holding bottles
of beer, police said.
—

on X, tagging administra-
tion and Gurugram police
social media handles.

"When the woman (user)
‘posted this video on social
media, the Gurugram po-
Tice swung into action and
claimed to have taken ac-
tion, but no information
was given about what ac-
tion was taken,” another
user commented on the
post.

“The incidents of dan-
gerous driving and stunts
on the roads of Gurugram
continue unabated. Such
incidents are being report-
ed every day. Police take ac-
tion, but people are not
stopping.” another user re-
acted.

7 Mayoorians to Represent India at Geneva Summit

NOIDA

Itisa moment of great pride
for Mayoor School, Noida, as
it stands among the Top 8
schools globally selected to
participate in the gth Edition
of the 1M1B Impact Summit
2025, tobe held at the Unit-
ed Nations Headquarters,
Geneva, on November 7.

The school is the only in-
stitution from Uttar Pradesh
to earn this distinetion, join-
ing esteemed schools from
Delhi, Haryana, and Dubai.

A team comprising six
Class XII students and one
Class X student will present
their research on "Ocean
and Water Health — SDG

Sri Lankan delegation visits NDMC
to exchange tips on cleanliness

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

A 40-member delegation of
civil servants from Sri Lanka
visited the NDMC today to
engage in a knowledge-shar-
ing interaction on the theme
“Clean City — Better Future.”

The visit was a part of the
13th capacity building pro-
gramme on urban transfor-
mation for Sri Lankan civil
servants, being held in New
Delhi from 27 October to 7
November, 2025.

During the session, NDMC
chairperson Keshav Chan-
dra delivered an insightful

presentation highlighting
NDMC’s integrated ap-
proach to sustainable urban
development and modern
civic governance. He show-
cased key initiatives that
have made New Delhi one of
the cleanest, greenest, and
most citizen-friendly capi-
tal cities in the country.

A presentation covered
the cleanliness initiatives
givenby MOH Dr. Shakun-
tala Srivastava in which a
wide range of initiatives in-
cluded ised sanita-

management, segregation at
source and the RRR (Re-
duce, Reuse, Recycle) mod-
el

The delegation was also
briefed on the development
of Anupam Colonies based
on community-driven best
practices, extensive horti-
culture and green-cover ex-
pansion efforts, installation
of mist sprayers on electric
poles to combat air pollu-
tion, and scientifie dispos-
al of e-waste.

tion, night sweeping opera-
tions, scientific solid waste

Emphasizing NDMC’s
commitment to smart gov-
ernance, GS Aggarwal, in-

Faridabad Hunt on for stalker
who shot at teenage girl

Faridabad
Ahuntis on for the alleged
stalker who fired gunshots
at a 17-year-old in broad
daylight, wounding her in
the shoulder and abdomen,
police said on Tuesday.

Kanishka, a Class 12 stu-
dent who was on her way
back from the library, is
stable and under treatment
ata hospital after the attack
in Faridabad’'s Shyam
Colony on Monday evening.
The main accused - seen
waiting for herin the street
in CCTV footage, walking up
to her and then shooting her
at point blank range -- has
been identified as 20-year-
old Jatin Mangla from Sar-
mathla village near Sohna in
Gurugram, officials said.

One bullet struck the
teen'’s shoulder and anoth-
er grazed her abdomen.

Just two days before the
attack, caught in horrify-
ing detail, Mangla apolo-
gised to the family for stalk-
ing Kanishka, her sister told
reporters.

Kanishka, a Class
12 student who
was on her way
back from the li-
brary, is stable
and under treat-
ment at a hospi-
tal after the
attack in Farid-
abad’s Shyam
Colony on Mon-

day evening.
—

According to police,
Mangla and Kanishka went
to the same library to study.

Four teams have been
formed to track down the
attacker, a Faridabad Police
spokesperson said.

Kanishka, police officials
added, is a Class 12 science
student of the Open Edu-
cation Board and preparing
for the JEE. Mangla had

been harassing her for the
past few months, they said.

"The accused enrolled in
the Classmate Library about
six months ago while the
girl had been enrolled there
for a year. The library man-
agement said Jatin Mangla
works as an aceountant ata
nearby private college," said
Ballabhgarh City Police Sta-
tion SHO, Inspector
Shamsher Singh.

He said Mangla would
not leave the girl alone, and
kept hovering around her
from the get go.

Within 15 days of his ad-
mission to the library,
Mangla's membership was
cancelled and so was Kan-
ishka's.

"The girl took admission
again in the library about
five months ago while the
accused was denied admis-
sion. He continued stalking
the girl," Singh said.

"Several teams of police
station and crime branch
are conducting raids to ar-
rest him," he said.

charge of the Integrated
Command and Control
Center highlighted through
video presentation, how
the council has trans-
formed public service de-
livery through robust e-
governance and m-gover-
nance systems. With more
than 49 services available
online and the NDMC 311
mobile app enabling seam-
less citizen engagement,
the couneil has created a
transparent,
and efficient digital ecosys-
tem for residents and stake-
holders.

Mayoor School,

Ananay Maoor

14", focusing on marine con-
servation and water sus-
tainability through innova-

oor Gaures

tive, student-driven solu-
tions.
The 1M1B (One Million

for One Billion) Foundation
is a United Nations—accred-
ited non-profit organization
that works to inspire and
enable a million youth to
positively impact a billion
lives. The annual Impact
Summit provides young

ture on an international
stage.

Principal Ms. Alka
Awasthi expressed immense
pride, saying, “Ourstudents
Thave always embodied May-
oor’s spirit of innovation
and responsibility. Repre-

changemakers with a pres-  senting India on such a glob-
tigious platform to present al platform is a reflection of
their inability projects  their i to mali
before global policymakers ~ a meaningful impact on the
and thought leaders. world.”

The summit will be at-
tended by eminent global
dignitaries and keynote
speakers, offering students
an invaluable opportunity
to share their ideas and ad-
vocate for a sustainable fu-

Noida Authority to build

Skywalk at Indian Oil crossing

Ajit Kumar
Noida
The Noida Authority is go-
ing to build a skywalk atthe
Indian Oil crossing (Sec-
tors 1, 2,14, and 15) to ease
vehicular traffic congestion

Heavy traffic from Delhi
passes through the Indian
Oil crossing (Sectars 1, 2,14,
and 15). Pedestrians move
in a large number through
this area. During peak
hours, they face difficulties,
leading to traffic jams. A
skywalk will be built here to
prevent road accidents.

Noida Authority CEO

Lokesh M accompanied by
other officials concerned
inspected the said cross-
ing. Following this, he asked
the officials concerned to
construct a skywalk there.

Adesign will be prepared
to build this skywalk and

3

this skywalk will feature es-
calators on both sides.

There will also be a lift for
the disabled. Tts construe-
tion will eliminate pedes-
trian traffic jams at the said
roundabout and reduce ac-
cidents.

Mega event at Delhi's Red Fort to mark Guru
Tegh Bahadur's 350th martyrdom anniversary

New Delhi

A grand kirtan darbar, lan-
gar seva and a temporary
musenm will be among the
highlights of a mega event
planned by the Delhi gov-
ernment at the Red Fort
here to commemorate the
350th martyrdom anniver-
sary of the ninth Sikh guru,
Guru Tegh Bahadur, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment issued on Tuesday.

The three lawns of the
historic fort have been iden-
tified as the venue for the
main event - the kirtan dar-
bar. Arrangements for lan-
gar seva (community
kitchen) will be made for
devotees, while a tent city
will be set up at nearby
Ramilila Maidan to provide
accommodation and esse:
tial facilities for visitors, it
said.

A temporary museum fea-
turing rare paintings, his-
torical documents and oth-
er exhibits related to the
Sikh Guru will be set up at
the venue, the Delhi gov-
ernment said in the state-

The three lawns of the
historic fort have been
identified as the venue
for the main event -
the kirtan darbar.
Arrangements for lan-
gar seva (community
kitchen) will be made
for devotees, while a
tent city will be set up
at nearby Ramlila
Maidan to provide ac-
commodation and es-
sential facilities for
visitors, it said.
—

ment.

Special buses will ferry
devotees from different parts
of the city and neighbouring
areas to the site of the main
event. A theme song based
on Guru Tegh Bahadur's
teachings, composed by
prominent Punjabi singers,
is also likely to be released
soon, the statement said.

In a high-level meeting
held at the Delhi Secreari-
at, Art, Culture and Tourism
Minister Kapil Mishra, along
with Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, re-
viewed preparations for the
event.

Mishra said Guru Tegh
Bahadur's sacrifice was "not

for a single religion or com-
munity but for all of hu-
manity.”

Delhi is witness to that
historic moment when Guru
Tegh Bahadur sacrificed his
life to protect religious free-
dom. The government aims
to inspire every citizen
through the Sikh Guru’s
ideals, to strengthen the val-
ues of tolerance, love and
service in society, Mishra
said.

Sirsa said the event
planned by the state gov-
ernment will not merely be
atribute, but a global effort
to spread Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur’s teachings. The Cen-
tre is also extending sup-
port to make the pro-
grammes even more im-
pactful and inspiring, he
added.

A public outreach cam-
paign will be launched
across Delhi, showceasing
promotional materials at
key public spaces, transport
hubs and digital platforms to
encourage people to partic-
ipate in the events.

The school celebrates its
young ambassadors who will
tepresent Uttar Pradesh and
India with passion, innova-
tion, and purpose at this
prestigious international fo-
Tum.

Elderly cancer
patient jumps
to death in
Gurugram

The incident took
place around 6
am when the rest
of the family was
sleeping, they
said.

——
Gurugram

A 62-year-old woman suf-
fering from cancer alleged-
ly committed suicide by
Jjumping from the third
floor of her house in the
Sector 56 area here early
Tuesday morning, police
said.

The incident took place
around 6 am when the rest
of the family was sleeping,
they said.

According to police, Jyoti
‘Wadhwa had been suffering
from cancer for several
years and despite treat-
ment had reached an ad-
vanced stage, causing her
severe mental distress.

Family members said she
couldn't sleep even after
taking painkillers at night.
Around 5.45 am on Tues-
day, she left her bedroom
and went to the terrace on
the third floor and alleged-
ly committed suicide by
jumping from the terrace.

Family members rushed
herto a nearby private hos-
pital where doctors de-
clared her dead, police said.

A police team reached
the hospital and took the
body into custody. A senior
police officer said that state-
ments are being recorded
from all family members,
including her husband, two
sons, and daughter-in-law.

Police said they were
asleep at the time of the in-
cident and were unaware of
anything and CCIV con-
firms her going alone.
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Sikh ‘jatha’ visits
Lahore to cele-
brate ‘Parkash
Purb’ of Guru
Nanak Dev

_Amritsar
Jathedar Akal Takht Gi-
ani Kuldip Singh Gargajj
along with a ‘jatha’ (a
group) of nearly 1,900
Sikh pilgrims crossed
over to Pakistan through
the Attari-Wagah border
for the celebrations of
‘Parkash Purb’ of Guru
Nanak Dev.

Upon reaching La-
hore, Sikh  pilgrims
were accorded a warm
welcome by Pakistan’s
Punjab province minis-
ter Ramesh Singh Arora
and senior officials of the
Pakistan Evacuee Trust
Board.

On this ocecasion,
Chairman of Pakistan
Evacuee Trust Board Dr.
Sajid Mehmood Chohan,
Additional secretary Na-
sir Mustaq, vice presi-
dent Pakistan Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
Mahesh Singh were also
present.

Addressing a gather-
ing in Lahore, Jathedar
Giani Kuldip Singh Gar-
gajj said, “We are im-
mensely happy with the
warm welecome accorded
to Sikh pilgrims from
India who were here to
observe the birth anni-
versary of first Sikh guru
Nanak Dev who was also
founder of Sikhism.”

Earlier, the Centre had
refused to send Sikh pil-
grims to Pakistan on the
occasion of Guru Nanak
Dev's Parkash Purb, cit-
ing the security scenario
with the neighbouring
nation.

But later, the union
government allowed a
Sikh ‘jatha’ to visit gurd-
waras in Pakistan.

Encroachment
on police
property spurs
review of land
records for cops

hura (UP;
Authorities here have
begun a comprehensive
review of all land allot-
ted to the police depart-
ment after it was found
that three acres of land
meant for police housing
in Mant tehsil had been
encroached upon, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Shlok
Kumar has directed all
circle officers to iden-
tify police land in their
respective jurisdictions,
obtain records from the
revenue  department,
and submit detailed re-
ports so that effective
legal action can be taken
to reclaim the proper-
tics.

The issue came to light
during a ‘Sampoorna
Samadhan Diwas” meet-
ing held in the Mant te-
hsil on Saturday, attend-
ed by District Magistrate
Chandraprakash ~ Singh
and SSP Kumar. They
were informed that the
Gram Panchayat allot-
ted 1.268 hectares (over
three acres) of land to
the police department
in 1992 for constructing
residential quarters.

However, due to de-

artmental negligence,
ocals  allegedly en-
croached upon the land,
got it registered in their
names with the help of
revenue officials, and
even removed the police
department’s signboard.
A News agency earlier
reported the encroach-
ment on November 2.

After officials were
informed, the SSP in-
structed all circle officers
to ensure that every plot
of land belonging to the
police is demarcated and
properly  documented.
He also ordered effec-
tive legal follow-up in
all pending court cases
related to such land en-
croachment.

Attempts being made by BJP, RSS to
Panjab University alleges Congress’s

Chandigarh

ormer Punjab chief

minister Charanjit

Singh Channi on
Tuesday slammed the
BJP-led Centre over the
issue of restructuring
the Panjab University’s
Senate and Syndicate,
alleging that attempts
are being made to “finish
this varsity in a system-
atic way by the BJP and
the RS!

Chanm joined  the
ongoing protest of the
PU students against the
Centre’s latest move of
restructuring the Panjab
University’s  governing
bodies — Senate and
Syndicate — via an Octo-
ber 28 notification.

he notification
amends the Panjab Uni-
versity Act, 1947, reduc-
ing the size of the Senate
to 31, doing away with
clections for its execu-
tive body, the Syndicate,
and abolishing the grad-
uate constituency of the
Senate.

The students are also
demanding the with-
drawal of the “no-pro-
test” affidavit, intro-
duced in June this year
by the PU. The afﬁddvl!
requires students to de-
clare that they will not
participate in protests or
demonstrations on cam-
pus, protesting students
have  claimed  while

|
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Former Punjab chief minister Charanjit Singh Channi

termmg it “undemocrat-
1c.

Panjab University
Campus Students’ Coun-
cil general secretary Ab-
hishek Dagar is on a
hunger strike over the
affidavit issuc.

Speaking to the media,
senior Congress lead-
er Channi lashed out at
the BJP-led Centre for
restructuring the PU's
governing bodies.

“It is a murder of de-
mocracy,” he alleged.

“Attempts are being
made to finish the uni-

way by
RSS,” Channi alleged.
He further alleged that

CBI Raids Properties
Linked to Punjab DIG in
Disproportionate Assets Probe

Mitali Chandola
The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on
Tuesday carried  out
extensive search oper-
ations in Punjab in con-
nection with a Dispro-
portionate Assets (DA)
case against Harcharan
Singh Bhullar, an IPS
officer of the DIG rank.
The searches were con-
ducted at seven loca-
tions across Patiala and
Ludhiana districts, tar-
geting premises linked
to individuals suspected
of acting as benamidars
or associates of the sen-
ior police officer.

According to officials,
the raids were aimed
at uncovering invest-
ments allegedly made
through proxies to con-
ceal ill-gotten wealth,
The searches covered
residential and commer-
cial properties in villages
Buugur Gujiran, Kalas
Khurd, and Sainsowal
Kalan in Ludhiana, as
well as locations in Pa-
tiala’s New Moti Bagh
Colony and Sira Com-
plex.

During the operations,
the agency recovered
%20.5 lakh in cash, mul-
ti]pl(;: digital dc;'iclcs in-
cluding an Apple laptoy
and m%)bilc p[gc)ncs,Pung

According to offi-
cials, the raids were
aimed at uncovering
investments allegedly
made through proxies
to conceal ill-gotten

wealth. I

a DVR containing CCTV
footage. Over 50 proper-
ty-related documents—
ranging from sale deeds
to transaction records—
were also seized, along
with company formation
papers and evidence
suggesting complex fi-
nancial dealings.

CBI sources said the
materials are now being
serutinised to determine
their link to assets al-
legedly amassed beyond
Bhullar’s known sources
of income. The searches
were conducted in the
presence of independent
witnesses and in accord-
ance with due legal pro-
cedures.

The investigation
underscores the CBI's
continued focus on cor-
ruption cases involving
senior public servants,
as the agency seeks to
track financial ~trails
leading to hidden or be-
nami properties.

the RSS has * letel

PR

ly
controlled” the universi-

ty.

He alleged that the
strength of senators has
been reduced from 91 to

3L

“We will fight it out,”
he said.

He urged the Punjab
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann to convene
a session of the Punjab
Assembly to discuss this

issue.

The Jalandhar MP
further said he will raise
this matter in Parlia-
ment.

He demanded that the
decision of restructur-
ing the PU’s Senate and

by

Reterrmg to the af-
fidavit issue, Channi
said students are being
barred from staging
‘dharnas’.

He said he urged all
political parties to rise
above party lines to save
this institution.

The BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre is
facing flak from the
ruling AAP in Punjab,
Congress and the Shi-
romani Akali Dal after
it re;tructured Panjab
’s Senate and

CM Mann slammed
the Centre on Sun-
day for restructuring

‘finish’
Channi

The notification
amends the Panjab
University Act, 1947,
reducing the size of
the Senate to 31, do-
ing away with elec-
tions for its executive
body, the Syndicate,
and abolishing the
graduate constituen-

cy of the Senat I

PU’s governing bod-
ies, terming the move
“unconstitutional” and
“dictatorial”.

The AAP government
is not averse to moving
court in the matter, he
had said.

Mann had claimed the
Centre does not have
the power to amend the
Panjab University Act,
1947, through a noti-
fication to change the
complexion and char-
acter of the Senate and
Syndicate.

“Either the assembly
can amend it, or the
matter has to be taken
to Parliament. But none
of that happened. By is-
suing the notification,
the BJP has revealed its
anti-Punjab face. Earli-
er too, they made many
such attempts,” Mann
had claimed.

AAP storms Tarn Taran
Over Raja Warring’s remarks

Tarn Taran

The political temper-
ature in Punjab rose
sharply on Monday as
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) staged a massive
protest in Tarn Taran
against  Punjab  Con-
gress chief Amarinder
Singh Raja  Warring,
accusing him of making
casteist remarks against
a Scheduled Caste leader
from his own party.

Hundreds of AAP
workers and supporters
poured into the streets,
led by senior leaders in-
cluding Finance Minis-
ter Harpal Singh Chee-
ma and MLA Kuldeep
Singh  Dhaliwal. The
protesters marched
through the town with
placards and slogans,
demanding  Warring's
expulsion from the Con-
gress and an uncondi-
tional public apology for
what they called an “in-
sult to the dignity of the
Scheduled Caste com-
munity.”

The protest turned
heated as AAP workers
burnt an effigy of Raja
Warring and surround-
ed the local Congress
office, denouncing the
party’s leadership for
remaining silent on the
issue. Chants of “Raja
Warring Haye
and “Congress
abad” echoed through
the streets as the crowd
accused the Congress of

Punjab govt launches ‘Sewa Portal’, 3.15
Lakh pensioners to get Pension at home

Chandigarh: The bur-
den of retired citizens
having to visit govern-
ment offices for their
pension needs has final-
ly been lifted. On No-
vember 4, 2025, Punjab
Finance Minister Advo-
cate Harpal Singh Chee-
ma officially launched
the landmark ‘Pensioner
Sewa Portal, a revolu-
tionary digital platform
designed to bring smooth,
simple, and transparent
pension services direct-
ly to approximately 3.15
lakh pensioners across
the state.

During a press confer-
ence held at Punjab Bha-
wan, Minister Cheema
elaborated on the initial
offerings of the portal.
In this starting phase,
six  essential  services
are being made avail-
able. Pensioners can
now effortlessly submit
their Digital Life Certif-
icate using the ‘Jeevan
Pramaan’ mobile appli-
cation. Furthermore, the
portal includes a Succes-
sion Module, allowing
applicants to apply for
the conversion of their
regular pension into a
Family Pension. Other
key functions include
applying for Leave Trav-
el Concession (LTC) and
a robust Grievance Re-

Organ transplant racket busted 3 gang
members arrested in Assam’s Nagaon

Nagaon

An  organ
racket was busted in Na-
gaon district of Assam,
and three traffickers
were apprehended, an
official said on Tuesday.

Nagaon Senior Su-
perintendent of Police
Swapnanil Deka said an
operation carried out
over the last few days
unearthed the entire
web of the organ trans-
plant racket, which has
been in operation for
several years in the area.

As per reports, after
holding an awareness
meeting against drugs
and illegal liquor un-
der the aegis of ‘Village
Women's Defence Force’
recently at the village,
the illegal trade of kid-
ney selling came to light.

“Once we came to
know about it, Nagaon
Police started a thor-
ough investigation. We
arrested three suspected

As per reports, after
holding an aware-
nessmeetingagainst
drugs and illegal lig-
uor under the aegis
of ‘Village Women’s
Defence Force’ re-
cently at the village,
the illegal trade of
kndney selling came

to light. I

gang members, identi-
fied as Dharani Das ali-
as Bogamula, Mahendra
Das and Deep Das to-
day,” the SP sai
During police interro-
gation, i revealed
that one Hazarika from
Baihata Chariali of Kam-
rup district and another
Daulagapu from Guwa-
hati are also involved
with them in this trade.

The Huz-Kaibarta vil-
lage Headman Dipu Das
told reporters that the
illegal practices have
been going on in the
area for the last several
years. The village is ad-
Jacent to Nagaon town.

“The villagers have
been running an illegal
liquor trade for liveli-
hood. People are not
healthy and also not
sound financially due
to consumption of lig-
uor regularly. To make
money, they gradually
stepped into the kidney
selling market to man-
age their daily bread
and butter,” he added.

Despite sharing in-
formation  regarding
the said illegal kidney
trade to local police in
the early days by fe-
male residents, local
police failed to arrest
any member of the rack-
et, Das claimed.

Agency

dressal Module for lodg-
ing any pension-related
complaints. Pensioners
also have the ability to
modify their personal de-
tails via the Profile Upda-
tion Module and utilize
the convenient e-KYC
verification facility.
Accessing these ser-
vices has been designed
to be remarkably simple
and user-friendly. Pen-
sioners must first com-
plete their e-KYC using
the Aadhaar authentica-
tion feature to register
on the portal. Once reg-
istered, they can easily
log in from their own
mobile phone, PC, or
laptop to access all ser-

vices from their homes.
For those who prefer
physical assistance,
the services can also
be availed through the
nearest Sewa Kendras,
relevant bank branch-
es, or District Treasury
Offices. Additionally, a
Home Delivery Service
option is also available
to ensure maximum
convenience.
Addressing the situa-
tion of expatriate retir-
ees, the Finance Minis-
ter clarified that while
the portal is currently
applicable only with-
in India, Non-Resid

complete e-KYC in this
initial stage and must
continue to submit man-
ual Life Certificates. He
provided assurance,
however, that the e-KYC
facility for NRI pension-
ers would be enabled
in the near future. The
Minister acknowledged
that some retirees might
experience minor
culties during the initial
registration process.
immediately
and resolve such iss
a dedicated ‘War Room’
has been established at
the Directorate of Treas-
uries and A its, Pen-

Indian (NRI) pension-
ers are not required to

sion, and New Pension
Scheme.

Warring’s remarks on Buta Singh Mann
slams Cong says it shows mindset

Tarn Taran
Punjab  Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday slammed the
Congress for its state
unit president Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring’s
alleged derogatory re-
marks against former
Union minister late Buta
Singh, saying it shows
their mindset.

“He made casteist re-
marks and now he is
seeking an apology,”
said Mann while cam-
paigning in favour of
AAP candidate Harmeet
Singh Sandhu for the
November 11 Tarn Taran
assembly bypoll.

“I cannot repeat what
he (Warring) has said.
They do not want some-
one from a poor family
to move forward. They
cannot tolerate people
from common families,”
said Mann as he criti-
cised the Congress.

Warring's ~ remarks,

which he allegedly made
while campaigning for
the Congress candidate,
have drawn sharp criti-
cism.

After facing flak, War-
ring tendered an “un-
conditional apology” on
Monday and said that
Buta Singh, a veteran
Congress leader, was
like a father figure to
him, and he could never
mean any disrespect to
him.

Punjab State Sched-
uled Castes Commission
took suo motu notice of
Warring’s remarks and
asked him to appear be-
fore it on November 6.

Warring, however, as-
serted that his remarks
about the late leader
were made in a positive
context, highlighting
that Congress has been
an inclusive party that
gives everyone a chance
on merit, not on the ba-
sis of caste, creed or re-

ligion.

“While I hold him in
the highest esteem as a
great leader and fatherly
figure to me, I reiterate
and reaffirm my uncon-
ditional apology if an-
yone has felt hurt,” he

ad said.

Polling for the Tarn
Taran bypoll will be held
on November 11, and
the results will be an-
nounced on November
14.

Hundreds of AAP
workers and sup-
porters poured into
the streets, led by
senior leaders includ-
ing Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Chee-
ma and MLA Kuldeep

Singh Dhaliwal. I

hypoerisy on social jus-
tice.

AAP leaders alleged
that Warring’s remarks
exposed a “deep-rooted
casteist mindset” and
violated the principles
championed by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar. They urged
the Congress to take de-
cisive action against its
state president if it truly
believed in equality and
social harmony.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema said the
protest was not about
political ~ rivalry  but
about defending the re-
spect and rights of mar-
ginalized communities.
“This fight is not against
one individual or one
party—it's against the
mindset that di
inates on the ba
caste,” he said, adding
that AAP would con-
tinue to raise its voice
against such injustices
across the state.

Punjab CM
congratulates
women'’s cricket
team speaks to
Harmanpreet
Amanjot Harleen

____Chandigarh
Punjab  Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday  congratulat-
ed the Indian women's
cricket team for their
historie win in the ICC
World Cup.
The Indian women’s
cricket team won its
first-ever  World Cup
with a 52-run victory
over South Africa in the
summit clash in Navi
Mumbai on Sunday to
M,rg:t a golden chapter
e country’s panthe-
on of sporting achieve-
‘ments.

Interacting with skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur,
Amanjot Kaur and Har-
leen Deol through video
conferencing, the CM
said they are the pride
of the state and they will
be accorded a rousing
reception whenever they
will come back to Pun-
jab.

Mann said these play-
ers are the brand am-
bassadors of the state
as they have set a new
example by their hard
work.

The CM further said it
is a matter of great pride
and satisfaction that this
Indian cricket team has
brought laurels for the
country by lifting this

Cup.

The Indian cricket
team created history
by winning this cup, he
said, adding he lauded
the entire team for mak-
ing the country proud
and extended best wish-
es to them for the future.

He said the state is
scaling new heights of
glory as these daughters
of the state brought this
moment for Punjab.

It is heartening that
the teams of Indian
Cricket, Hockey, Basket-
ball and Football are led
by players from Punjab.

The team of our
daughters, who created
history, will motivate
the coming generations
to perform well, he sai
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Smriti [rani’s Call to Bihar’s Women:
Empowerment Lies in Development, Not in Deception

nion Minister and senior BJP lead-
er Smriti Irani addressed a powerful
onference at Hotel Chanakya in
Patna on Tuesday, where she made an
emotional and persu: appeal to the
women of Bihar to choose progress over populism.

har’s future depends on women who believe in em-
powerment through development, not through hol-
low promises.

Speaking to a packed hall of journalists, Smriti
Trani hailed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision
of inclusive governance, crediting schemes like Jan
Dhan Yojana for giving women financial dignity and
independence. “When a woman in Bihar opens a bank
account under Jan Dhan, she doesn’t just deposit
money—she deposits confidence and self-r
Irani said. She emphasized that this initiative has
given economic wings to millions of women across
India, especially in Bihar, where financial inclusion
was once a distant dream.

Irani said that the NDA's governance model has
made women central to Bihar’s growth. “From gas
cylinders under Ujjwala Yojana to health cover un-
der Ayushman Bharat and loans under Mudra Yoja-
na—each initiative is a step towards making women
self-reliant. When a woman stands empowered, her
family and state rise with her,” she declared. Her
tone was assertive yet empathetic, aimed directly at
the women voters who now form the backbone of Bi-
har’s electorate.

Turning sharply towards her opponents, Smriti
Irani launched a blistering attack on Tejashwi Ya-
dav’s recent promise to deposit ¥30,000 annually
into women’s accounts after coming to power. “This
is not empowerment; this is deception. You cannot
buy women'’s dlgmw with money you don’t have,”
she said. Calling it a political bribe wrapped in pop-
ulism, Trani warned that such empty assurances were
a dcspcrz\tc attempt to mislead voters. She remind-
ed the audience that those making tall claims today
were the same people who once presided over an era
of fear and chaos.

The Union Minister invoked the painful memo-
ries of Lalu Prasad Yadav's ‘Jungle Raj’, saying, “The
women of Bihar have not forgotten those dar]
They remember what it meant to live in fear, to stay
indoors after sunset, and to see lawlessness become
the norm. Bihar cannot afford to return to that era
again.” She said that the NDA's rule had replaced fear
with faith, anarchy with accountability, and helpless-
ness with hope.

LTS

By Dr. Anil Singh
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Discourses in Indian Polity

Smriti Irani’s address was not merely a polmc.\l
spccchflt was a direct conversation with Bihar's
women. “This election is about your dignity, your
safety, your children’s future. Your one vote can de-
cide whether Bihar moves forward or slips back into
the darkness of deceif he urged. Her words reso-
nated deeply with the gathered audience, which in-
cluded prominent BJP leaders, women representa-
tives, and members of the media.

Irani hlg,hlu.,htcd that the NDA’s approach to
women's empowerment is based not on freebies but

on ting sustainable opportunities—education,
health, employment, and digital access. “Prime Min-
ister Modi's government believes in enabling, not
enticing. We have given women tools to succeed, not
tokens to survive,” she asserted.

Throughout the conference, Irani maintained her
sharp political tone while exuding confidence in the
NDA's prospects. She called on Bihar's women to be-
come the torchbearers of transformation and to pro-
tect the gains made in the past decade. “Those who
once mocked women'’s participation in politics now
remember them only during elections. But the wom-
en of Bihar are wise; they can distinguish between
sincerity and spectacle,” she said to loud applause.

As the press conference concluded, Smriti Irani’s
message was unmistakably clear—the power to shape
Bihar’s destiny rests in the hands of its women. Her
appeal was not just for votes, but for vision: a Bihar
defined by opportunity, not opportunism. “This elec-
tion,” she said, “is not about who shouts the loude:
but who works the hardest for your future. Don’t let
deceit dictate your destiny. Choose empowerment,
choose progress, choose NDA.”

Her words summed up the political mood in Pat-
na—spirited, strategic, and charged with emotion.
Smriti Trani once again proved why she remains one
of the BJP's most impactful voices, especially when
addressing the question of women’s dignity and em-
powerment. Her address was a reminder that elec-
tions are not just battles of numbers, but battles of
trust—and in Bihar, the trust of women might decide
everything.

n many parts of India, especially in states like

Haryana, Punjab, Gujarat, and Uttar Pradesh,

a new and dangerous trend is rapidly spre cad-

ing—the dream of traveling abroad via the

“donkey route.” The word “donkey” is derived
from the English word donkey, meaning “to travel
without permission or by illegal means.” It sounds
like a movie story, but the reality is far more horri-
fying. This route has not only eroded the future of
young people but has also posed a serious humani-
tarian and economic crisis for society and the admin-
istration.

Tn rural and semi-urban India, “going abroad” i
no longer just an aspiration, but a symbol of success.
Many young people risk everything in search of jo
respect, and a better life. Agents show them ro;
dreams—"T'll be standing on American soil in just a
few days,” “I'll earn a salary in dollars,” “Life there is
like heaven.”

But the truth is, these dreams often cost lives. Most
young people cmbnrkmg on the Donkey Route are
not told that the journey can last for months, travers-
ing deserts, seas, and dangerous jungles. Along the
way, they face hunger, thirst, cold, and violence.
Many people go missing on this journey, never to be
heard from again.

The entire donkey route business operates through
an organized network of fake travel agents, passport
brokers, local leaders, and foreign gangs. According
to one estimate, more than 5,000 young people in In-
dia attempt to travel abroad illegally each year, and
agents charge them between 15 and 25 lakh rupees.

According to an Amar Ujala report, 3,053 fraudu-
lent travel agents were arrested from 2019 to 2025.
However, the actual number is likely much higher,
as most victims don’t report due to fear or shame.
Agents often target families struggling with unem-
ployment and poverty, hoping their son will “settle
abroad.” But the result is debt, ruin, and shattered
dreams.

Starting in India, the route travels through Paki-
stan, Iran, Turkey, Greece, Italy, France, and final-
ly Mexico to the United States. During this journey,
people are often crammed into boats at sea, crossing
deserts, or stranded in frozen forests. Several human
rights organizations have reported that hundreds of
Indians die or go missing on this journey every year.

In February 2023, two young men from Gujarat
died near Turkey while trying to cross the border into
Europe. Such incidents have become commonplace.
This is not only a crime but also a blot on humanity.

The US and European countries have now intensi-
fied surveillance on illegal immigration. After 2022,
the US has signed a data-sharing agreement with
India to quickly identify people arriving through the

Looting the Donkey Route:
Trafficking in the Dreams of Youth

(I

By Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

Poet, freelance journalist and columnist,
All India Radio and TV panelist

|
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Educational institutions in India are now becoming mere degree factories, where both the possibilities and
sensibilities of children are dying. Cities like Kota, Hyderabad, Delhi are shaken by the suicide statistics. This crisis
is not only of examinations, but of our thinking and system - which places rank above life. There is no place for
dialogue, mental counseling and humanity in education. Till the time we do not connect education to life, this system

will continue to prove disastrous and not successful.

Donkey Route. If caught, they are deported, often fac-
ing months in prison.

On the other hand, the European Union has also
implemented stricter visa and entry regulations. This
has resulted in agents resorting to more dangerous
routes—such as sea routes or crossing jungles—which
further increase the risk to life.

The donkey route is not only a erime but also a sig-
nificant burden on the rural economy. A significant
portion of the youth abandon farming and local em-
ployment, even selling their land in pursuit of foreign
employment. A mindset has developed in w]ldgus thdt

“those who haven’t gone abroad haven't succeed:

The result of this trend is a shrinking rural labor
force, families sinking into debt, and young people
losing faith in legal employment systems. This situ-
ation weakens India’s demographic strength in the
long run.

The Indian government has mandated registration
and verification for travel agents. The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs has also launched an e-Migrate portal,
which provides a list of legitimate agents. Despite
this, due to lack of awareness and corrupt systems,
fraudulent agents remain active.

Laws exist—the Immigration Act of 1983 and the
Passport Act of 1967—but they aren’t effecti
forced. Agents in small towns openly advertise “im-
migration abroad,” and police only notice them when
a major incident occurs.

The media has periodically tried to raise awareness
about this issue. Newspapers like Amar Ujala have
exposed how the “donkey-route” business has spread
to hundreds of villages in Haryana, Punjab, and west-
ern Uttar Pradesh.

But along with this,
trospect —

the society will also have to in-

Why do young people feel that they cannot succeed
while living in the country?

Why has going abroad become a symbol of pres-
tige?

Why is that environment not being created in the
villages which can provide opportunities to the youth
here?

Campaigns should be launched at the village, col-
lege, and panchayat levels to highlight the dangers
of illegal migration. The Ministry of External Af-
fairs, the Labor Department, and the media should
work together to ensure that no young person travels
abroad without legal procedures.

Skill development, self-employment, and local
industries should be encouraged for rural youth to
reduce the attractiveness of going abroad. Simply
arresting fraudulent agents is not enough; their fi-
nancm] nctwnrk< must be disrupted. Provisions such
a ation and lengthy should be
utly Lnfurud

Society must understand that success doesn’t come
simply by setting foot on foreign soil. Opportunities
exist within the country—it just takes a shift in per-
spective. India should work with countries where
these networks operate to stop cross-border human
trafficking.

India has the world’s largest youth population. This
demographic asset can be a boon if channeled prop-
erly. If these youth are pushed into illegal activities, it
will be a huge loss to the nation.

Avoiding the “donkey route” requires not just law,
but thought and discretion. We must understand that
no dream can be so big as to surpass human dignity,
security, and self-respect.

The Donkey Route isn't just a crime story; it's a saga
of the frustration, unemployment, and confusion
of India’s youth. Until society and the government
work together to provide legal, safe, and respectable
opportunities for young people, the business of such
agents will continue to flourish.

It is time for bold action, true awareness, and a
in mindset that believes “going abroad is succes

Because the real developed India will be one where
the youth can realise their dreams in their own coun-
try.




Dr. Anil Singh, Editor —
STAR Views, Editorial Ad-
visor — Top Story
Patna

he political atmos-

phere in Bihar's

election landscape

turned fiery today
as senior Congress leader
and former Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot ad-
dressed a forceful press con-
ference at Hotel Maurya,
Patna, taking direct aim at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for what he termed a
decade of unfulfilled prom-
ises. The event, drawing wide
media attention, was also
attended by prominent Con-
gress leaders Pawan Khera,
Tarig Anwar (Rajya Sabha
MP), Abhay Dubey, and Ra-
jesh Rathore, who echoed
Gehlot's call for change and
rallied support for the Ma-
hagathbandhan led by Te-
Jjashwi Yadav.

Gehlot’s tone was sharp
and reflective as he accused
the Prime Minister of mak-
ing “a politics of illusion”
that thrived on slogans rather
than substance. "Narendra
Modi promised to bring back
black money, to deposit T15
lakh in every Indian’s ac-
count, and to create two
crore jobs every year,” Gehlot
reminded the audience.
“Where are those jobs?
Where is that money? If he
cannot fuulfil his promises to
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Gehlot’s Bihar Appeal: A Call for Credibility and Change

the nation, how can the peo-
ple of Bihar trust him now,
when he is again making tall
claims from the campaign
stage?”

He argued that the BJP's
ongoing campaign in Bihar
was a repetition of its hollow
national narrative — filled
with emotional appeals, dra-
matic announcements, and
minimal delivery. “The peo-
ple of Bihar mustnot fall for
this illusion again,” Gehlot
warned. “They deserve sin-
cerity and action, not mar-
keting and manipulation.”

Drawing on his own expe-
rience as a three-time Chief
Minister, Gehlot contrasted
Modi's record with his own
governance in Rajasthan,
where he said his adminis-
tration had honoured most
of its manifesto commit-

ments. “We fulfilled our
promises, not just with words
but with results,” he stated.
“Schemes like Chiranjeevi
Health Insurance, Indira Ra-
soi Yojana, and the expan-
sion of social security pen-
sions became lifelines for
millions. When we said we
would strengthen welfare,
wedidit”

He emphasized that the
Congress believed in peo-
ple-centric governance, root-
ed in compassion and deliv-
ery, notspectacle. “Our pol-
itics is about people, not
publicity,” he said. “We do
not make promises for head-
lines — we make them for
households.”

Turning to Bihar's social
and economic condition,
Gehlot said the state contin-
ued to face deep-rooted chal-

Israel, India bolster counter-terror and
strategic partnership in high-level talks

-

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

Israeli Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar met India’s
National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval and External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
in New Delhi to reinforce
the growing strategic part-
nership between the two
nations. The discussions
centred on counter-terror
cooperation, defence col-
laboration, regional con-
nectivity, and technology
partnerships.

Following the meeting,
Saar said, “We discussed
ways to cooperate and con-
front our common chal-
lenges, especially the mu-
tual threat of terror. We
are building a long-term
strategic partnership be-
tween Israel and India.” He
described India as “the
largest democracy in the
world, the fastest-growing
economy, and a global pow-
er,” affirming Israel’s in-
tent to deepen cooperation
across multiple sectors.

During his visit, Israel
and India signed a memo-
randum of understanding

(MoU) for collaboration in
training diplomatic cadets
— a move aimed at en-
hancing institutional ties
and knowledge exchange
between the two foreign
inistri fficials from
both sides discussed ex-
panding cooperation in de-
fence production, cyberse-
curity, agriculture technol-
ogy, renewable energy, and
innovation-led industries.

Saar also highlighted Is-
rael’s commitment to re-
gional connectivity projects
linking South Asia, the Mid-
dle East, and Europe, align-
ing with India’s broader
Indo-Abrahamic and IMEC
(India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Corridor) vision. He
reiterated Israel's unwa-
vering stand against ter-

rorism, noting that radical
extremism poses a shared
challenge for both coun-
tries.

Israel condemned there-
cent terrorist attack in Pa-
halgam and expressed sol-
idarity with India in its fight
against cross-border ter-
rorism. Saar’s visit comes
amid heightened geopolit-
ical shifts in West Asia and
renewed focus on security
cooperation among strate-
gic allies.

The visit marks a signif-
icant step in advancing the
India-Israel partnership —
from defence and diploma-
¢y to innovation and re-
gional stability — reinforc-
ing their status as trusted
partners in an evolving
global order.

lenges of unemployment,
migration, and underdevel-
opment despite being gov-
erned in alliance with the
BJP for years. “The NDA
has ruled Bihar and the Cen-
tre for long enough,” he said.
“Yet, the condition of youth,
farmers, and the poor has
barely changed. The BJP
cannot escape accountabili-
ty now by making new prom-
ises. Governance is not a
speech — it is a responsibil-
ity."He passionately ap-
pealed to the voters to give
Tejashwi Yadav a fair chance
tolead Bihar, describing him
as “young, visionary, and
committed to the real issues
that affect ordinary people.”
“Tejashwi represents a new
generation thatunderstands
the dreams and struggles of
Bihar's youth,” Gehlot said.

“He talks about jobs, educa-
tion, and dignity — not divi-
sion and hate. Bihar needs
such a leadertoday.”

Hisremarks were strong-
ly reinforced by Pawan
Khera, who said Bihar had
always been the birthplace of
political revolutions — from
the freedom struggle to the
JP Movement — and that the
time had come for another
wave of democratic renewal.
Tariq Anwar underlined that
the Congress and Maha-
gathbandhan offered a
roadmap based on social
harmony and inclusive
growth, not empty slogans.
Abhay Dubey and Rajesh
Rathore also stressed that
only a coalition built on
equality and justice could
steer Bihar toward real
progress.

In one of the most point-
ed moments of the press
conference, Gehlot acensed
the Modi government of
favouring a handful of cor-
porate houses while neglect-
ing the poor and the middle
¢lass, “The nation’s wealth is
being concentrated in the
hands of a few,” he said.
“This government works for
its friends, not for farmers,
labourers, or small traders.
The youth are unemployed,
inflation is crushing house-
holds, and yet the Prime
Minister spends more time
on event management than

on economic management.”

He added that the BJP's
constantreliance on religion
and nationalism was a de-
liberate distraction from its
policy failures. “When the
government cannot answer
questions on unemployment,
it changes the topic to tem-

Gehlot urged thevoters of Bi-
har not to be swaved by
charisma but tovote for cred-
ibility. “This election is not
just about changing a gov-
‘emnment; it's about reclaim-
ing truth in politics,"he said.
“Do not let hollow promises
deceive you again. Choosea

ples or targets the apposition.  leader whoe speaks your lan-
Thisisnot leadership; thisis  guage and und s your
diversion,” he said firmly. struggle. Tejashwi Yadav
Reasserting the Congress's  symbolizes the new Bihar —
vision, Gehlot said his party  a confident, aware, and as-
believed in building “temples  pirational Bihar.”

of human progress™ —
schools, universities, and
hospitals— institutions that
empower generations. “The
BJP talks about temples of
stone; we talk about temples
of opportunity,” he re-
marked. “Congress govern-
ments have always worked to
strengthen education,
healthcare, and social justice.
That is the real meaning of
nation-building.”

Gehlot reminded the gath-
ering that the Congress par-
ty had always stood for uni-
ty, equality, and develop-
ment, values deeply embed-
ded in Bihar’s own heritage.
“Bihar s the land of Buddha,
Gandhi, and Jayaprakash
Narayan — it has given moral
direction to India,” he said.
“It cannot be misled by hol-
lowslogans or divisive rhet-
oric. It must once again lead
the nation by example.”

1In his concluding appeal,

The presence of senior
Congress figures Pawan
Khera, Tariq Anwar, Abhay
Dubey, and Rajesh Rathore
at the press conference un-
derscored the party’s unity
and shared purpose in the
campaign. Together, they
sent out a clear message —
that the 2025 Bihar election
must be a contest between
propaganda and perform-
ance, illusion and integrity.

As the press conference
concluded amid applause
and questions from the me-
dia, Gehlot's remarks left a
strong impression: a re-
minder that in politics, cred-
ibility remains the highest
currency. His words were
both a political charge and
amoral call — urging Bihar
to rise above rhetoric and
reaffirm the values of truth,
justice, and accountability
‘that once defined its political

India and Israel

reshape regional
diplomacy amid
Gaza crisis

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

External Affairs Minister
Dr. 8. Jaishankar's latest
remarks have reaffirmed
India’s evolving diplomat-
ic stature in the Middle
East, as he hailed the In-
dia—Israel partnership as
one “built on trust and re-
liability” while extending
New Delhi’s firm support
to the Gaza Peace Plan.
His statement comes at a
critical juncture when the
world’s attention is once
again fixed on the fragile
balance between conflict
and diplomacy in West
Asia.

During his discussions
with Israeli counterparts,
Jaishankar emphasized
that India and Israel share
a relationship that has
moved far beyond trans-
actional diplomacy into
one grounded in strategic

fid shared securi-

soul.

CM Vishnu Deo Sai rides a Motorcycle
to promote safe driving among youth

Staff Reporter

Raipur

As part of Chhattisgarh's
Silver Jubilee celebrations,
the capital city of Raipur is
gearing up to host an elec-
trifying spectacle of speed
and spirit. On November §
and 9, the Budhapara Out~
door Stadium will become
the arena of adrenaline and
ambition as it stages the
MRF National Supercross
Bike Racing Championship
2025. The event, organized
by the Chhattisgarh Motor
Sports Association, will not
only showcase India’s top
motor racing talent but also
deliver a vital social message
— the importance of road
safety, helmet use, and re-
fraining from racing on pub-
lic streets.

Ahead of the champi-
onship, Chief Minister Vish-
nu Deo Sai personally
mounted a motoreycle to
lead by example, urging
young people to embrace
“safe driving” as a culture.
Extending his best wishes
for the success of the up-

Pak terrorists to get 'goli ka jawab goley
se' if they attack India again :Amit Shah

Darbhanga/Motihari
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday warned
Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ists to refrain from further
attacking India, asserting
that if they repeat the mis-
take, "goli ka jawab goley se
diya jayega" (they will face
cannons for bullets).

Explosives manufactured
in Bihar's proposed defence
corridor will be used against
these terrorists, he said.

"Terrorists from Pakistan
attacked our citizens in Pa-
halgam. They wiped off Sin-
door from the foreheads of
our mothers and sisters.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi avenged it by launch-
ing Operation Sindoor with-
in 20 days. The Indian Army
neutralised the terrorists on
Pakistani land," Shah said at
a poll rally in Bihar.

He also said, "The PM is
setting up a Defence Corri-
dor in Bihar. If Pakistan-
sponsored terrorists repeat
their mistake, 'goli ka jawab
goley se diya jaega' (they
will face cannons for bul-
lets)."

The cannons to be used
against terrorists will be
'made-in-Bihar', he said.

(e
"Unlike the previous Con-
gress regime, the govern-
ment under Modi's leader-
ship is committed to the
safety and seeurity of the
nation," he alleged.

Shah launched a blistering
attack on RJD supremo Lalu
Prasad and his son Tejash-
wi Yadav for allegedly "rais-
ing slogans in the praise of
gangster-turned-politician
late Mohammad Sha-
habuddin, who unleashed
terror in Siwan during the
RJD’s 15-year rule in Bi-
har".

"Lalu and his party raise
slogans like 'Shahat

voters in Bihar to press the
EVM button with the BIP's
poll symbol lotus' to prevent
the return of ‘jungle raj' dur-
ing the RJD rule that had
"devastated" the state.

He promised that if the
NDA returns to power, the
government will spend Rs
26,000 crore to hamess the
Koshi river water for irriga-
tion and to prevent floods.

“Press Totus' button to pre-
vent return of 'jungle raj’
that devastated Bihar during
Lalu-Rabri's 15-year
rule..Murders, loots, kid-
nappings, and extortion will
‘becommon in the i

amar rahe’, dream of ‘jungle
raj' but Bihar people won't
allow these," he sai
Addressing back-to-back
rallies in Darbhanga, Moti-
hari and Bettiah, Shah urged

if you make a mistake on
the November 6 voting day,”
the union minister alleged.

Shah claimed that the
NDA under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership

could only lead Bihar to all-
around development.

"Altogether, Rs 26,000
crore will be spent to harness
the Koshi river water to irri-
gate 'Mithilanchal’ and pre-
vent floods in the areaif the
NDA isvoted to power in Bi-
har...Water of the Ganga,
Koshi and Gandak rivers will
be utilised for irrigation and
to prevent deluge in the
state," the former BJP pres-
ident said.

If the NDA retains power
in Bihar, people from Mith-
ila, Koshi, and Tirhut will
notbe required to go to Pat-
naor Delhi for treatment, as
theywill get quality medical
facilities at AIIMS-Darb-
hanga, he said.

Shah claimed, "As many as
3.60 cr people have been
covered with free health in-
surance up to Rs 5 lakh crore,
while the IT park at Darb-
hangawill employ the youth.”

He slammed the RJD for
its complaint to the Election
Commission, seeking a pause
on the Rs 10,000 benefit for
‘Jeevika Didis', alleging that
"three generations of Lalu
won'tbe able to snatch funds
transferred" to the self-help
groups.

coming championship, he
remarked, “Our youth pos-
sess immense energy, and it
is our collective responsi-
bility to channel that ener-
gv in the right direction.”
Emphasizing that “life is
precious,” the Chief Minis-
ter urged two-wheeler riders
to always wear helmets and
strictly follow traffic rules.

“Never race on public
roads,” he cautioned. Sai
further noted that the Silver
Jubilee Year is not just a cel-
ebration of Chhattisgarh’s
achievements but alsoa mo-
ment to instill discipline,
responsibility, and positive
energy among the new gen-
eration. “We want Chhat-
tisgarh’s youth to be known

not justfor their speed, but
for their restraint and re-
solve,” he added.

Ujjwal Deepak, President
of the Chhattisgarh Motor
Sports Association, high-
lighted that the champi-
onship aims to provide
young people across India
with a construetive and in-
spiring platform. “We want
speed to be a passion, not a
peril — that's the true spir-
it behind this champi-
onship,” he said.

A distinctive feature of
the event will be its adher-
ence to safety — the races
will take place not on pub-
lic roads, but on a specially
designed track built to meet
national safety standards.

The two-day Supercross
Championship, supported
by MRF, will see participa-
tion from the nation’s lead-
ing riders. The event is ex-
pected to put Chhattisgarh
firmly on India’s motor
sports map, marking yet
another milestone in the
state’svibrant Silver Jubilee
celebrations.

SCreserves verdict on framing
nationwide seniority norms in judiciary

New Delhi

‘The Supreme Court on Tues-
day reserved its verdict on
framing uniform, nation-
wide criteria for determining
seniority in the higher judi-
cial services cadre to deal
with the issue of slow and
uneven career progression of
judges across the country.

A five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice B R Gavai reserved the
judgment on the issue after
hearing a battery of senior
lawyers, including advocate

the position of a High Court
Judge. This has resulted in
many bright young lawyers
being dissuaded from joining

and amicus curiae Sidharth
Bhatnagar, Rakesh Dwivedi,
P S Patwalia, Jayant
Bhushan and  Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, among
others.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Surya Kant,
Vikram Nath, K Vinod Chan-
dran and Joymalya Bagchi,
is mulling to frame uniform,
nationwide criteria for de-
termining seniority in the
Higher Judicial Service
(HJS) cadre.

1t took note of the situa-
tion that "in most of the
states, judicial officers re-
cruited as Civil Judge (CJ)
often do not reach the level
of Principal District Judge
(PDJ), leave aside reaching

the service at the level of
e

The bench is concerned
over the slowand uneven ca-
reer progression of entry-
level judicial officers across
Indiaand began the hearing
on October 28 on framing
uniform, nationwide criteria
for determining seniority in
the HIS cadre. The case was
heard on October 19 and
November 4 as well.

During the hearing, the
bench had said that some
kind of nationwide "unifor-
mity" in eriteria for deter-
mining seniority of entry-lev-
el judicial officers is needed
to deal with the slow and un-
even career progression of
such judges.

On October 14, the bench
framed the question, which
reads: "What should be the
criteria for determining sen-
iority in the cadre of Higher
Judicial Services?"

The bench also clarified

‘that while hearing the main
issue, it can also consider
"other ancillary or related is-
sues'".
Bhatnagar, who is assist-
ing the bench as an amicus
curiae, highlighted that pro-
motions across most states
were “driven more by sen-
iority than by merit", owing
Targely to the way Annual
Confidential Reports (ACRs)
are evaluated.

Dwivedi, appearing for
the Allahabad High Court,
dissuaded the top court from
imposing a uniform senior-
ity framework.

He said the matter should
‘e left to the discretion of the
Tigh courts, which are con-
stitutionally empowered to
manage the administration
of the subordinate judici-
ary.

Theissue of seniority and
career progression of judicial
officers across the country
came up in a plea filed by the
All India Judges Associa-
tion (ALJA) in 1989.

ty priorities, and mutual
respect. “Trust and relia-
bility form the foundation
of India—Israel ties,” he
noted, underlining how
both nations have cooper-
ated in areas ranging from
defence innovation to agri-
culture, eyber technology,
and intelligence sharing.

However, the signifi-
cance of his remarks ex-
tends beyond bilateral ties.
By voicing support for the
Gaza Peace Plan, India po-
sitioned itself as a con-
structive global actor com-
mitted to peace and hu-
manitarian principles. The
plan — which calls for an
immediate cessation of
hostilities, the release of
hostages; and a pathway
toward a durable two-state
solution — aligns with In-
dia’s long-standing stance
ondiplomacy and dialogue
as the only sustainable
routes to peace.

India’s engagement re-
flects its nuanced diplo-
matic balance — main-
taining strong ties with Is-
rael while supporting
Palestinian statehood and
advocating for stability in
the broader region. “The
suffering of civilians, es-
pecially women and chil-
dren, is unacceptable.
Diplomacy and restraint
must guide our responses,”
Jaishankar said in his ad-
dress, reiterating India’s
call for a humanitarian
corridor and renewed
peace negotiations.

Observers note that In-
dia’s careful articulation
of support for both peace
and security resonates
with its role as a bridge be-
tween the Global North
and South — a nation that
can speak to both sides of
deeply polarized conflicts.
The growing strategic trust
with Israel, particularlyin
defence and technology
cooperation, does not di-
minish India’s consistent
advocacy for a sovereign,
peaceful Palestine, but
rather enhances its credi-
hility as a pragmatic glob-
al interlocutor.

Jaishankar also under-
seored the shared chal-
lenge of terrorism, calling
for a “global zero-toler-
ance approach” to violent
extremism. He pointed out
that terrorism continues to
threaten open societies like
India and Israel, and glob-
al consensus is essential to
isolate those who enable or
Jjustify such acts. As re-
gional and global powers
reassess their positions
amid shifting geopolitical
sands, India’s voice stands
out for its consistency —
grounded in trust, guided
by restraint, and aimed at
peace.




Allottees of 72
EWS flats in
Lucknow to

receive keys
from UP CM on
Wednesday

Lucknow:
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi  Adit-

yanath will hand over
keys to allottees of 72
EWS (Economically
Weaker Sections) flats
on Wednesday. The flats
have been constructed
on land recovered from
mafia leader Mukhtar
Ansari's illegal posses-
sion in upscale Dalibagh
area here.

According to an offi-
cial statement issued on
Tuesday, the keys will be
distributed to beneficiar-
ies at a ceremony organ-
ised at Ekta Van, opposite
the Director General of
Police’s residence.

The flats, built under
the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel Housing Scheme,
are priced at Rs 10.70
lakh each, with the
lottery process for al-
lotment completed on
Tuesday, it said.

Lucknow Devel-
opment Authority
(LDA)  Vice-Chairman

Prathamesh Kumar said
the project is a result
of the chief minister's
zero-tolerance  policy
against the mafia, under
which illegal land was
freed across the state.

The LDA constructed
three G+3 blocks com-
prising 72 flats, each
measuring 36.65 square
metres, on the approx-
imately 2,322 square
metres of land reclaimed
from Mukhtar Ansari’s
possession, he said.

The housing complex
is at a prime location,
situated on the 20-me-
tre-wide Bandha Road,
minutes away from Balu
Adda, 1090 Square, Nar-
hi, Sikandarbagh, and
Hazratganj Square, the
statement said.

DSP suspended
as SIT probe
uncovers
alleged
undeclared
assets worth
Rs 100 cr

Kanpur (UP):
Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) Rishi-
kant Shukla has been
placed under suspension
after initiation of a vigi-
lance inquiry following
a SIT probe that uncov-
ered alleged undeclared
assets worth nearly Rs
100 crore, officials said
on Tuesday.

Shukla was suspend-
ed on Monday after SIT
findings indicated at
least 12 properties, val-
ued at approximately
Rs 92 crore, linked to
his PAN card along with
additional  properties,
though yet undocument-
ed, pushing the total
value to Rs 100 crore or
more, said a senior po-
lice official.

The SIT report said
that during his tenure
in Kanpur between 1998
and 2009, Shukla was
in close association with
advocate-turned-gang-
ster Akhilesh Dubey,
believed to be running
a racket involving fake
cases, extortion and land
grabbing, he said.

Rishikant Shukla was
serving as the Circle
Officer (Bhogaon) in
Manpuri district when
his name cropped up in
connection with the ex-
tortion racket.

According to the then
Commissioner of Po-
lice’s submission, Shuk-
la used his official po-
sition and his network
-- including family and
associates -- to hide as-
sets under the names
of relatives and others.
These properties includ-
ed 11 shops in the posh
Aryanagar area.
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Bihar’s poor and youth were
cheated before, warns Adityanath

astipur (Bihar):

I aunching a frontal

attack on the RJD,

Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday
said that those making
“big” promises at pres-
ent had “robbed Bi-
har’s youth of jobs and
snatched the rights of
poor” during their rule
20 years ago.

Addressing  back-
to-back rallies in Sa-
mastipur, Gopalganj
and Lakhisarai, Adit-
yanath claimed that an
era of good governance
ushered in after Nitish
Kumar came to power
in 2005.

“They had robbed
employment  oppor-
tunities from Bihar's
youth, snatched the
rights of the poor and
brought ‘jungc raj’ in
the state,” he alleged.

Bihar earlier didn’t
see the implementa-
tion of welfare schemes
due to appropriation
of funds by those prac-
tising dynasty politics,
Adityanath alleged.

On the other hand,

under the NDA rule,
1IMs, IITs, AIIMS and
medical colleges are
being  constructed in
Bihar and ports built
so that the produce of
the farmers of the state
reaches the global mar-
kets, the Uttar Pradesh
chief minister said.

“Bihar today has all
the infrastructure that
should have been in

place 50 years ago...
Congress cb%tructcd
growth before the ‘dark
cra’ of RJD rule from
1990-2005,” he added.

Adityanath said that
bulldozers crush mafia
in Uttar Pradesh and
his government dis-
tributes their wealth
among the poor.

“We will see similar
action against gang-

Passenger attempts to open emergency exit
on Akasa Air flight from Varanasi to Mumbai

Mitali Chandola
V. 2

A passenger on board
an Akasa Air flight from
Varanasi to Mumbai
caused a brief securi-
ty scare after allegedly
attempting to open the
emergency exit door
cover before take-off.
The incident occurred
on flight QP 1497 on
November 3, 2025,
while the aircraft was
still stationary at the
parking bay.
According to an of-
ficial statement issued
by Akasa Air, the indi-
vidual tried to open the
emergency exit cover
without authorization.
The airline’s crew im-
mediately identified
the passenger and fol-
lowed standard safety
procedures, offload-
ing the individual and
handing them over to

_ W F =i
the concerned author-
ities for further action.
“All passengers and
crew are safe. The air-
craft was thoroughly in-
spected and cleared by
our engineering team
before the flight depart-
ed at 2100 hrs,” the air-
line spokesperson said.
The inspection ensured
that the emergency exit
and other systems were
functioning  properly
before take-off.

Akasa Air empha-
sized that it maintains
a strict zero-tolerance
policy toward any
form of disruptive or
unsafe behaviour on-
board. “At Akasa Air,
the safety of our pas-
sengers and crew is
our highest priority.
We maintain a strict
zero-tolerance policy
towards any disruptive
behaviour,” the state-

ment added.

Aviation safety ex-
perts note that even
attempting to tamper
with or open an air-
craft’s emergency exit,
particularly during
ground operations, is
treated as a serious se-
curity violation under
aviation safety regula-
tions. The Directorate
General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) is expect-
ed to seek a detailed
report on the incident.

The flight, after all
necessary checks, con-
tinued its journey to
Mumbai without fur-
ther disruption. The
quick response by the
crew and ground staff
helped avert any poten-
tial safety risk, under-
scormg the importance
of strict adherence to
in-flight safety proto-
cols.

e

“There is a need to
reestablish Bihar as the
land of knowledge, en-
sure jobs for youth and
make women self-de-
pendent... When Bihar
was dcvelopcd India
was developed... The
state’s golden age was
also the country’s gold-
en age,” Adityanath
said.

Varanasi to dazzle with diyas
laser shows on Dev Deepawali

Varanasi:

di d on the sands

Rows of earthen lamps
would line the ghats
of Varanasi again on
Wednesday for Dev

li, also known

Addressing back-
to-back rallies in
Samastipur, Gopalganj
and Lakhisarai,
Adityanath  claimed

that an era of good
governance ushered
in after Nitish Kumar
came to power in
2005.

“Those discarded by
the people of UP say
that we change the
names of places... We
not only changc the
names of places, but
have also taken the
name of UP to the in-
ternational fora,” he
added.

The Uttar Pradesh
CM asserted that peo-
ple were inclined to-
wards “changing the
name of Mohiuddinna-
gar to Mohan Nagar to
eliminate the traces of
bondage”.

Adityanath  alleged
that the RJD and Con-
gress have neither the
willpower nor the agen-
da to develop Bihar.

D
as the Diwali of the
Gods.

Celebrations will be-
gin with the lighting of
lamps at all ghats be-
tween 5.15 pm and 5.50
pm. This will be followed
by a special ‘Ganga aarti’
at prominent ghats such
as Dashashwamedh
Ghat, Sheetla Ghat, Assi
Ghat and Namo Ghat
from 6 pm to 6.50 pm.

The riverfront will ring
with the sound of bells
and chants, coupled with

1
opposlte Lalita Ghat be-
tween 8 pm and 8.15 pm.

Special arrangements
have been made for se-
curity, cleanliness and
traffic management to
ensure a smooth expe-
rience for devotees. The
tourism department, in
coordination with the
municipal corporation,
has also arranged dec-
orative lighting across
the ghats and adjoining
lanes.

The minister said that
the green fireworks will
serve the purpose of
entertainment but will
also send a powerful re-
minder regarding envi-

the shi ing glow of
countless diyas.

At Chet Singh Ghat,
a projection and laser
show will be shown for
viewers in three slots
-- from 6.15 pm to 6.45
pm, 7.15 pm to 7.45 pm
and 8.15 pm to 8.45 pm.

Tourism and Culture
Minister Jaiveer Singh
said the show will bring
alive the spirituality and
culture of Kashi through
light, sound and 3D ef-
fects.

The minister further
said that the major at-
traction this year will be
‘green fireworks' to be

T 1 protection.
“Dev Deepawali is
the festival of Kashi's
soul and faith,” Singh
said. “Under the guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Kashi is
emerging as a symbol
of cultural grandeur,
spiritual heritage and
environmental respon-
sibility,” he said.
“Through green fire-
works, laser shows, and
lamp-lighting, we are
connecting traditional
devotion with modern
technology.

Varanasi visit shows Modi'’s
vision for a new heartland

Mitali Chandola

_ Varanasi:
When Prime Minister
Narendra Modi returns
to his parliamentary
constituency, Varanasi,
this week for a two-day
visit, it is not just an-
other political itinerary
— it is a journey into
the heart of a city that
mirrors India’s evolving
identity. Varanasi, one
of the world’s oldest liv-
ing cities, has been the
Prime Minister’s labora-
tory for urban transfor-
mation, cultural revival,
and spiritual moderni-
ty. His visit comes at a
time when the region —
and indeed the nation
— stands at a defining
intersection of heritage
and progress.

During the visit, the
Prime Minister is expect-
ed to inaugurate key in-
frastructure and connec-
tivity projects, including
the Varanasi—Khajuraho
Vande Bharat Express,
further weaving India’s
spiritual centres into
the fabric of modern
mobility. Beyond sym-
bolism, the train launch
underscores how the
government  envisions
development not as the
erosion of tradition but
as its powerful extension
into the future. Modi’s

High tech centre for road safety to
come up soon in Hamirpur: CM

Shimla:

A state-of-the-art road
safety control and com-
mand centre would be
set up in Himachal’s
Hamirpur soon, as part
of the efforts to enhance
road safety in the state,
said  Chief  Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Tuesday.

The centre, with a Rs
30 crore budget, is go-
ing to come up as part of
an integrated road safe-
ty enforcement system
and would be connected
to modern cameras be-
ing installed across the
state.

The police department
would use this system to
issue e-challans, mon-
itor traffic, and ensure
discipline and safety on
the roads, Sukhu said.

This centre would not
only strengthen road
safety but would also
generate revenue for the
state, said Sukhu after

flagging off 66 patrol
vehicles from Shimla on
Tuesday.

Purchased for Rs.
18.42 crore, these vehi-
cles include 35 electric
vehicles, 14 interceptor
vehicles, 10 wrecker ve-
hicles and seven diesel
vehicles, a statement is-
sued here said.

These vehicles are be-
ing deployed at various
police  stations across
10 districts —Shimla,
Mandi, Kangra, Hamir-

pur, Una, Bilaspur, Kul-
lu, Sirmaur, Solan and
Chamba, it added.

The objective of these
measures was not only
to reduce road accidents
but also to develop a
safe and disaster-resil-
ient transport system,
he said, adding that road
accidents had consist-
ently declined over the
past three years in the
state due to joint efforts
by several departments.

He added that the de-

ployment of wrecker
vehicles would help re-
store regular traffic on
the roads by promptly
removing vehicles after
accidents.

The CM stated that ap-
proximately Rs 60 crore
were being spent to pur-
chase 3,373 road safety
enforcement devices for
the police department

under the Himachal
Pradesh State Road
Transformation  Pro-

ject, and these equip-
ment will be distributed
in 10 distriets to further
strengthen road safety.

The CM also con-
gratulated the police
department on their
efforts to curb the drug
menace across the
state, and said 1,200
constables have been
recruited in the depart-
ment and after eight
years, the state govern-
ment is conducting the
B-1 test for promotions.

visit will a]so include
interactions with local
leaders, beneficiaries of
welfare schemes, and
residents who have wit-
nessed Varanasi's meta-
morphosis over the past
decade.

What makes this visit
significant is not just its
announcements, but lts

g. With India

igating the global di

and cultural transition,
Varanasi stands as a
metaphor for resilience
— a city where faith co-
exists with fibre optics,
where temples and trade
routes cohabit the same
map. For Modi, Varana-
si has always been more

than a constituency;
is a statement of India’s
civilisational confidence
— areminder that devel-
opment need not erase
identity.

The Prime Minister's
continued focus on ur-
ban renewal, riverfront
cleanliness, digital gm-

region signals an in-
tent to make Varanasi
a model of sustainable
spiritual tourism. The
Jjuxtaposition of ancient
ghats with gleaming
infrastructure cap-
tures the core of his
governance philosophy
— blending continuity

with change.

As Modi walks the
narrow lanes of his con-
stituency, meets local ar-
tisans, or offers prayers
at the Kashi Vishwanath
temple, his presence re-
iterates a larger message
— that progress must be
rooted in purpose. The
visit, thus, is not merely
pol itical choreography;
it is a reaffirmation of
his long-term visic
make Varanasi
ing narrative of Indi
transformation story
where heritage breathes,
innovation thrives, and
every citizen feels the
pulse of progress in their
own soil.

Couple killed, daughter injured as car
plunges into deep gorge in Mandi

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:

A tragic road accident
on the Karsog-Rampur
road claimed the lives of
a husband and wife on
Tuesday morning, while
their daughter was seri-
ously injured and is un-
dergoing treatment. The
accident took place near
Kotlu, about 20 kilome-
ters from Karsog, when
a car (IIP27A-1214)
traveling from Karsog
to Rampur in Kinnaur
lost control and plunged
nearly 600 meters into a

deep gorge between Kot-
Tu and Kotgali.
The victims  were

identified as Kunjang
Gyalchan, son of Nor-
fel Gyalchan, and his

wife, Lobjang Dolma,
residents of village

Chango Nichla, house
number 29/2, sub-te-
hsil Iangrang, district
Kinnaur. Their daugh-
ter, Sushila Devi, who
survived the crash with
injuries, has been admit-

ted to the Civil Ilospnalr

in Rampur.

Police and rescue
teams from Karsog
rushed to the spot after
receiving  information,
with local residents as-
sisting in the rescue
operation. The car was
completely wrecked
in the fall. The bodies
of the deceased were
retrieved and sent to
Rampur hospital for
postmortem before be-

ing handed over to the
family members, who
had arrived from Kin-
naur.

The cause of the ac-
cident is yet to be de-
termined. Police have
registered a case and
begun an investigation.
The Karsog subdivision
administration has pro-
vided immediate relief
to the bereaved family
and financial assistance
for the injured.
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Typhoon Kalmaegi leaves

Ukrainian
drones reach
deep inside
Russia as
battle for key
city rages on

_ Moscow:
Ukrainian ~ long-range
drones attacked an in-
dustrial plant around
1,300 kilometres (800
miles) inside Russia, lo-
cal officials said Tuesday,
while Ukraine’s army
remained locked in an
intense battle to hold
back a Russian push on
the key city of Pokrovsk
in the eastern Donetsk
region.

Two_drones targeted
an industrial facility in
Sterlitamak, a city in
Russia’s Bashkortostan
region, regional Gov.
Radiy Habirov said in
an online statement. Ile
didn’t specify what facil-
ity was targeted, but he
said that both drones
were shot down. There
were no casualties, and
the facility was operat-
ing normally, he said.

Meanwhile, the city
administration reported
an explosion at the Ster-
litamak  Petrochemical
Plant caused the plant's
water treatment facili-
ty to partially collapse,
adding that the cause of
the explosion was not
known. The plant, which
makes rubber and avi-
ation fuel, is not known
to have been attacked
before.
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Manila:

hoon  Kalmae-
gi has left at least
26 people dead in

the Philippines, mostly
in flooding set off by the
storm, which barreled
across the central part of
the country on Tuesday,
disaster response offi-
cials said. Floodwaters
trapped scores of people
on their roofs and sub-
merged cars.

A Philippine air force
helicopter with five per-
sonnel on board crashed
in a separate incident in
southern Agusan del Sur
province while flying to
help provide humanitari-
an assistance to provinces
battered by Kalmaegi.

The Super Huey chop-
per crashed near Loreto
town, and efforts were
underway to locate the air
force personnel aboard,
the military's Eastern
Mindanao Command said
in a statement.

Military officials didn’t
immediately provide oth-
er details about the crash,
including the condition of

the five air force personnel
aboard and what could
have caused the crash.
Kalmaegi was last spot-
ted over the coastal waters
of Jordan town in the cen-
tral province of Guimaras
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blow away into the South
China Sea late Tuesday or
early Wednesday after hit-
ting the western province
of Palawan.

Bernardo

Rafaelit

26 dead in Philippines

3 A
flooding in Cebu province
and other central island
provinces pummeled by
Kalmaegi, the 20th trop-
ical cyclone to batter the

Alejandro 1V, deputy ad-
inil the Office

with d winds of
130 kph (81 mph) and
gusts of up to 180 kph (112
mph). It was forecast to

r
of Civil Defence, said that
at least 26 people were
reported killed, many in

this year. Details of those
typhoon deaths were still
being verified, he said.
Among the dead was
an older villager, who

The Super Huey chop-
per crashed near Lo-
reto town, and efforts
were underway to
locate the air force
personnel aboard, the
military’s Eastern Min-
danao Command said

in a statement.

drowned in floodwaters
in Southern Leyte, where
a  province-wide power
outage was reported after
the typhoon made landfall
around midnight in one of
its eastern towns. A resi-
dent died after being hit
by a fallen tree in central
Bohol provinee, provincial
officials said.

Gwendolyn Pang, secre-
tary-general of the Philip-
pine Red Cross, said that
an unspecified number
of residents were trapped
on their roofs by floodwa-
ters in the coastal town of
Liloan in Cebu, and added
that cars either were sub-
merged in floods or float-
ed in another Cebu com-
munity.

Australian spy chief criticises
China for IP theft political meddling

Melbourne:

An Australian spy chief
on Tuesday accused Chi-
nese security services of
widespread intellectual
property theft and po-
litical meddling, while
he said they failed to
understand how their
Western  counterparts
operate.

Mike Burgess, direc-
tor-general of the Aus-
tralian Security Intel-
ligence  Organisation,
better known as ASIO,
said he would contin-
ue to call out China for
harming Australian in-
terests.

“We all spy on each
other, but we don’t con-
duct wholesale intellec-
tual property theft. We
don’t actually interfere
with political systems
and we don’t undertake
high-harm activity,”
Burgess told the Lowy
Institute  internation-
al policy think tank in
Sydney.

Burgess said in de-
nying his accusations,
China displayed an ig-
norance of ASIO’s role
in Australia.

“Every time I've done
that (called China out),
there’s an army of Chi-
nese government of-
ficials that go around
complaining to almost

everyone in this coun-
try across the system —
public and private — but
not to me,” Burgess said.

“If they were as smart
as they should be -- and
they are smart -- they
would understand a
Western liberal democ-
racy and the role and
the statutory standing
of the security service.
We work for the gov-
ernment of the day, but
our security assess-
ments and our security
action are independ-
ent,” he said.

“They clearly don't
understand the system,
because if they want to
complain about ASIO
doing its job and ex-
plaining the threats to
the people we're pro-
tecting, including call-
ing out China when we
need to, it won't stop
my resolve, it won't
stop my officers from
doing the job and we'll
continue to call them
out when I need to,” he
added.

Relations  between
China and Australia
plumbed new depths
in 2020 over issues in-
cluding Beijing’s anger
over new laws banning
covert foreign interfer-
ence in Australian pol-
itics.

UN secretary-general warns that war in Sudan is ‘spiraling out of control’

Dubai:

The United Nations sec-
retary-general warned
on Tuesday that the
war in Sudan is “spiral-
ling out of control” af-
ter a paramilitary force
seized the Darfur city of
el-Fasher.

Speaking at a UN
summit in Qatar, An-
tonio Guterres offered
a stark warning about
el-Fasher and called for
an immediate ceasefire

in the two-year conflict

-

that’s become one of the

world’s worst humani-
tarian crises.

“Hundreds of thou-
sands of civilians are
trapped by this siege,”
Guterres said. “People
are dying of malnutri-
tion, disease and vio-
lence. And we are hear-
ing continued reports
of violations of interna-
tional humanitarian law
and human rights.”

He added that there
also were “credible re-

ports of widespread ex-
ecutions since the Rapid
Support Forces entered
the city.”

UN officials  have
warned of a rampage by
the paramilitary Rap-
id Support Forces after
it took over the city of
el-Fasher,  reportedly
killing more than 450
people in a hospital and
carrying out ethnically
targeted killings of civil-
ians and sexual assaults.

The RSF has denied
committing  atrocities,
but testimonies from
those fleeing, online
\ﬁdemﬁand sate]l;t]e im-

es offer an apocalyptic
vaigsion of the gftem}:ath
of their attack. The full
scope of the violence re-
mains unclear because

communications  are
poor in the region.
The RSF besieged

el-Fasher for 18 months,
cutting off much of the

food and other supplies
needed by tens of thou-
sands of people. Last
week, the paramilitary
group seized the city.

Asked if he thought
there was a role for in-
ternational  peacekeep-
ers in Sudan, Guterres
said it was important to
“gather all the interna-
tional community and
all those that have lever-
age in relation to Sudan
to stop the fighting.”

SC on Bank Fraud
Classification & Hearing

New Delhi:

The Supreme Court on

Tuesday asked what prej-
udice would be caused to
banks if they provide an
opportunity of hearing to
borrowers before classify-
ing their account as fraud.

A bench of justices
J B Pardiwala and K V
Viswanathan  observed
that at least an opportunity
be given to a person whose
account is to be declared as
fraud.

The bench’s observa-
tions came while hearing a
petition filed by State Bank
of India (SBI) challenging
an order of the Caleutta
High Court in a matter re-
lating to dedlaration of an
account as frand.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for SBI,
referred to a March 2023
verdict of the apex court
and said the decision
should not be read or un-
derstood to convey in so
many words that oral hear-
ing or personal hearing is
mandatory.

IWG Expands Footprint with New Regus at M3M

GURUGRAM:
International
place Group (IWG), the
world’s largest platform
for work with brands
including Spaces and
Regus, today announced
the opening of Regus at
M3M Urbana in Gur-
ugram. The opening of
the new Regus centre
at M3M Urbana adds to
IWG's strategic network
expansion as demand
for professional, flexi-
ble workspaces in Gur-
ugram and across India
continues to accelerate,
driven by the long-term
shift to hybrid working.
The Gurugram
opening marks a new
milestone in the com-
pany's India growth
story and builds on a
record-breaking perfor-
mance in the first half

In its 2023 judgement,
the top court had said
banks should provide a
reasonable opportunity of
hearing before classifying
a borrower’s account as
fraud.

Mehta referred to a cir-
cular of the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) dealing with
how the fraud is to be de-
tected.

He said one of the stages
in declaration of the fraud
is forensic audit which is
to be conducted by foren-
sic auditors and during
this, the account holder is
always associated with the
auditors.

Mehta said thereafter a
notice is given and the ac-
count holder furnishes his
written reply upon
which the decision is tak-
en.

“If show cause is to be is-
sued, if reply is to be called
for, if reply is to be looked
into, just make us under-
stand what is the problem
in giving him a personal
oral hearing.

of 2025, During this pe-
riod, IWG achieved its
highest-ever  revenue,
cashflow and earnings
growth in its history and
achieving rapid network
growth, with more new
locations  signed and
opened in the first half
of 2025 than in the en-
tire first decade of its op-

India to be third largest
economy: FM Sitharaman

New Delhi:

ndia today stands
Iom as a fast-growing

economy and will
soon be the third-larg-
est in the world, Fi-
nance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman said on
Tuesday.

Addressing students
at the Delhi School of
Economies here, she
said, India stands dis-
tinctly on its feet because
of its economic strength.

“What is making us
literally stand out is the
fast movement from the
tenth largest economy
in 2014 to fifth and the
fourth, and now sooner,
probably to the third,”
she said.

She further said that
the government has
been able to pull 25 mil-
lion people out of mul-

erations. IWG's network
now comprises more
than one million rooms
in 121 countries.

The new Regus cen-
tre occupies 672 square
meters on the second
floor of M3M Urba-
na. Designed to foster
productivity, it offers
123 workstations, 30

ti-dimensional poverty.
As regards the bank-

The Gurugram open-
ing marks a new
milestone in the com-
pany’s India growth
story and builds on a
record-breaking  per-
formance in the first
half of 2025.

private offices, and re-
served coworking spac-
es. Balconies with pan-
oramic views en-
ergise the set-
ting, and a rooftop ter-
race provides a dedi-
cated space for mem-
bers to connect and re-
charge.

Mark Dixon, CEO &
Founder of Internation-
al  Workplace Group,
commented: “We are es-
tablishing a stronger and
much-needed footprint

ing sector, Sitharaman
said the balance sheets

in India with this latest
opening. As an impor-
tant business hub, MaM
Urbana in Gurugram
is a fantastic place for
us to boost our expan-
sion plans. We are very
pleased to work in part-
nership with Mr. Manish
Mahajan, Aims Concept
develop the Regus brand
under a management
agreement that will add
a cutting-edge work-
space to their building.
“Our opening in Gur-
u%lram comes at a time
when more and more
companies are discov-
ering that flexible and
platform working is in-
credibly popular with
employees, improving
their work-life balance
and satisfaction, while
also providing a multi-
tude of benefits to com-

of public sector banks
have improved signif-

——
“What is making us lit-
erally stand out is the
fast movement from
the tenth largest econ-
omy in 2014 to fifth
and the fourth, and
now sooner, probably

to the third,” she said. I

icantly compared to
the twin balance sheet
problem they faced 7-8
years ago.

She exuded confi-
dence that the govern-
ment would meet the
ambitious fiscal deficit
target of 4.4 per cent
for the current financial
year.

The Centre estimates
the fiscal deficit during
2025-26 at 4.4 per cent
of the GDP, or Rs 15.69
lakh crore.

Urbana Gurugram

panies. Our workplace
model is proven to in-
crease productivity and
allows  businesses to
scale up or down at sig-
nificantly reduced costs
while providing access
to thousands of loca-
tions,” adds Dixon.
Gurugram, part of the
National Capital Region
(NCR), is one of India’s
premier business and
technology hubs, re-
nowned for its dynamic
commercial ecosystem
and world-class infra-
structure. Its position
as a premier business
hub is reinforced by its
robust connectivity, in-
cluding highways, metro
links, and close prox-
imity to Indira Gandhi
International ~ Airport,
all of which facilitate
seamless domestic and

international  business
operations. The city’s
high concentration of
global capability centers
(GCCs) and a thriving
startup ecosystem foster
a culture of innovation,
positioning it as a vi-
tal engine of growth for

the NCR and the Indian
economy.
Manish Mahajan,

Aims Coneept said, “We
are proud to partner with
IWG to introduce world-
class flexible office solu-
tions to Gurugram, one
of India’'s most vibrant
and fast-evolving com-
mercial cities. The new
Regus centre at M3M
Urbana Business Park
reflects our shared vi-
sion to create workspac-
es that foster collabora-
tion, productivity, and
growth.

NCLAT sets
aside CCI ban
on WhatsApp
data sharing

L _New Delhi:
Appellate tribunal
NCLAT on Tuesday set
aside a section of a Com-
petition Commission of
India (CCI) order that
had banned WhatsApp
from sharing data with
Meta Platforms for ad-
vertising purposes for five
years.

Modifying the order
passed by the CCI on
November 18, 2024, the
NCLAT set aside section
247.1 of the 158-page-
long order. However, the
tribunal retained the Rs
213 crore penalty on the
company and the rest of
the order.

“We are setting aside
the findings of the Com-
mission insofar as it holds
breach of Section 4 (2)
(D) and setting aside the
directions in paragraph
247.1, (which stated)
‘WhatsApp will not share
user data collected on its
platform with other data
companies or advertising
purposes for a period of
five years from the date of
receipt of this order,” said
NCLAT bench while pro-
nouncing its order orally
in the open court.

“In respect of such
sharing of data for adver-
tising purposes, the rest
of the impugned order is
upheld. The order dat-
ed 18 November 2024 is
modified  accordingly,”
said atwo-member bench
comprising  Chairperson
Justice Ashok Bhushan
and Arun Baroka, Mem-
ber.
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World Champions
India women's
team set to depart

for New Delhi
Mumbai:
The Imhan women’s

team is set to leave for
the national capital from
Mumbai on Tuesday to
meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi after
lifting the maiden Wom-
en’s World Cup title.

On Sunday at Navi
Mumbai’s DY Patil Stadi-
um, India trounced South
Africa with a 52-run win
to lift the first Women's
World Cup trophy in front
of a jam-packed crowd.
With the tag of World
Champions, the Harman-
preet Kaur-led side will
arrive in New Delhi in the
evening and will meet PM
Modi on Wednesday.

During the pulsating
final on Sunday, India
posted a daunting total
of 298/7 on the board,
courtesy of Shafali Ver-
ma's blistering 87(78)
and Deepti Sharma’s fiery
run-a-ball 58. In reply,
skxpper Laura Wolvaardt

dedly led the
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Wolvaardt rises to No. 1 after
stunning World Cup run

New Delhi:

fter a record
breaking Wom-
n’s World Cup

2025 campaign Laura
Wolvaardt  has pro-
pelled to the No.1 spot
in the latest ICC Wom-
en’s ODI Batting Rank-
ings, the Proteas skipper
overtakes tournament
winner Smriti Mandha-
na in the update, and it
took an incredible effort
to go to the top, making
hundreds in both the
Semi-Final and Final of
the tournament.
Wolvaardt slammed
571 runs in the Wom-
en's CWC, the most in
a single edition of the
tournament, and the
run was rewarded with
a two-spot jump to
the top spot, and a ca-
reer. —hlgh rating of 814.
who held

fight with a rollicking
101(98) while the rest of
her compatriots crum-
bled against India’s spin
attack. Player of the Tour-
nament, Deepti Sharma,
delivered the final blow,
and India experienced a
wave of euphoria.

India took a victory lap
inside the stadium to pro-
long the moment of jubi-
lation. Former cricketers
Jhulan  Goswami  and
Mithali Raj joined in the
victory celebrations and
lifted the coveted title
with teary eyes. Former
India men's captain Rohit
Sharma, who was present
at the stadium with his
family, was visibly over-
whelmed with emotions.

Ashwin ruled
out of BBL
with Sydney
Thunder due
to knee
surgery

New Delhi:

India’s decorated spinner
Ravichandran ~ Ashwin
will miss his Big Bash
League debut season with
Sydney Thunder due to
knee surgery. Ashwin
stated that he is “gutted”
to miss a chance, which
would have made him the
first Indian to compete in
the BBL.

Ashwin, who retired
from the cash-rich Indian
Premier League, became
available to participate
in overseas franchise
leagues. He had commit-
ted to the entire BBL sea-
son after he failed to fetch
a price for himself in the
ILT20 auction. Ashwin
admitted he would “love
to play later in the season”
if rehab and travel plans
allow him to.

“I'm gutted to miss
BBL|15. My focus now is
recovery and coming back
stronger. I'm grateful to
the Thunder family and
the fans for the warmth
they've already shown me.
Trent [Copeland, Thun-
der general manager] and
the entire management
made me feel part of the
club from our very first
conversation,”  Ashwin
was quoted as saying in a
Thunder statement.

“I will be watching every
game and cheering for
both our men’s and wom-
en’s teams. If rehab and
travel plans line up and
only if doctors are happy,
T'd love to be around tE
group later in the season
and meet the fans, Wish-
ing both Thunder teams a
big year,” Ashwin added.

Ayt Gontact:
9816-799941

the top spot for the en-
tirety of the World Cup,
was also named in the
Team of the Tourna-
ment and makes way for
Wolvaardt at the top to
sit in second (811), ac-
cording to the ICC web-

site.
World Cup Player of
the Tournament Deepti
Sharma cemented her
credentials with sev-
en wickets and 82 runs
across the Semi-Final
and Final at the tour-
nament, moving her a
spot up to fourth in the
All-Rounder ~ Rankings
(392), overtaking Suth-
erland (388).

Jemimah Rodrigues’

match-winning hundred
against the Australi-
ans in the semi-final in
Navi Mumbai made the
o5-year-old enter the
top ten, while Phoebe Li-
tchfield made a 13-spot
jump to a career-high
13th (637) thanks to
a century in the same
match.

Australia’s Ellyse Per-
ry, meanwhile, makes a
top-ten move to seventh

Maharashtra to honours Mandhana,
Jemimah, Radha with cash reward

The Maharashtra Cab-
inet on Tuesday, led by

dra Fadnavis, congrat-
ulated the Indian wom-
en’s cricket team on
their World Cup victory,
passing a proposal to
recognise their achieve-
ment.
In the meeting, it was
decided that three play-
ers in the Indian wom-
en’s cricket team from
Maharashtra,  Smriti
Mandhana, Jemimah
Rodrigues, and Radha
Yadav, will be given a
cash reward by the Ma-
harashtra government.
In the Cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Deven-
a Fadnavis, along
with Deputy Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde and

Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar, praised the
Indian team for this
great success.

On Sunday at Na
Mumbai’s DY Patil Sta-
dium, India trounced
South Africa with a 52-
run win to lift the first
‘Women's World Cup
trophy in front of a jam-
packed crowd. With the
tag of World Champi-
ons, the Iarmanpreet
Kaur-led side will ar-
rive in New Delhi in the
evening and will meet
PM Modi on Wednes-
day.

During the pulsating
final on Sunday, India
posted a daunting total
of 208/7 on the board,
courtesy of Shafali Ver-
ma’s blistering 87(78)
and Deepti Sharma’s
fiery run-a-ball 58.

In reply, skipper Lau-
ra  Wolvaardt single-
handedly led the fight
with a rollicking 101(98)
while the rest of her
compatriots crumbled
against India’s spin at-

T
tack. Player of the Tour-
nament, Deepti Sharma,
delivered the final blow,
and India experienced a
wave of euphoria.

India took a victory

lap inside the stadi-
um to prolong the mo-
ment of jubilation. For-
mer cricketers Jhulan
Goswami and Mithali
Raj joined in the victory
celebrations and lifted
the coveted title with
teary eyes. Former In-
dia men’s captain Rohit
Sharma, who was pre:
ent at the stadium with
his family, was ly
overwhelmed with emo-
tions.
The Indian women’s
team is also set to leave
for the national capital
from Mumbai on Tues-
day to meet Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
after lifting the maiden
Women’s World Cup
title.

(669) with a knock of
77, sharing the spot with
New Zealand’s Sophie
Devine, who has an-
nounced her retirement
from the format.

There was marked
movement also in the
Bowling Rankings, with
South ~ Africa’s Mari-
zanne Kapp now the
closest to knocking So-
phie Ecclestone off top
spot, courtesy of her

Wolvaardt  slammed
571 runs in the Wom-
en’s CWC, the most
in a single edition of
the tournament, and
the run was rewarded
with a two-spot jump
to the top spot, and a
career-high rating of
814.

5/20 against England
in the other World Cup
semi-final.

Kapp moves two spots
to a rating of 712, with
Australians  Annabel
Sutherland (sixth) and
Kim  Garth (seventh)
making one-spot moves
in the top 10.

Shree Charani, who
claimed three wickets
across the two World
Cup knockout matches,
makes a move of sev-
en spots to 23rd (511).
Protea Nadine de Klerk
(262) meanwhile moves
up two places to 10th
courtesy of three wick-
ets in her final two out-
ings at the tournament.

ECB rewards Stokes, Root,
Archer with long-term deals

London:

The England and Wales

Cricket Board (ECB) has
announced the updated
Central Contract list for
England Men’s interna-
tional cricket. A total of 30
players have been award-
ed England Men's Central
Contracts - comprising 14
England Two-Year Cen-
tral Contracts, 12 England
Annual Central Contracts,
and four England Devel-
opment Contracts, as per
the ECB website.

Ben Stokes has signed
a fresh two-year England
contract, providing the
most unambiguous indi-
cation yet that he intends
to play in the 2027 Ashes
series on home soil. Five
players - Sonny Bak-
er, Liam Dawson, Saqib
Mahmood, Jamie Overton
and Luke Wood - have
been awarded England
Central Contracts for the
first time.

Three players - Eddie
Jack, Tom Iawes and
Mitchell Stanley - have
agreed England Develop-
ment Contracts for the first
time, joining Josh Iull.

Rob Key, Managing Di-
rector of England Men's
Cricket, said: “This year’s
central contract group
reflects the depth and
strength of talent we have

across Lngland Men's
cricket. We have award-
ed two-year deals to our
multi-format players, so
we can manage their
workloads  responsibly
and give them the stabil-
ity they need to perform
across formats. We have
also secured a number
of white-ball players on
longer agreements to help
us plan effectively around
the growing franchise
calendar and ensure Eng-
land remains their prior-
ity. This structure allows
us to support our players
properly while maintain-
ing strong squads across
all formats as much as
possible.”

England men’s central
contracts:

Two-year  contracts:
(until Sep 30, 2027) Jofra
Archer, Gi on, Ja-
cob Bethell, Harry Brook,
Jos Buttler, Brydon Carse,
Sam Curran, Ben Duckett,
Will Jacks, Adil Rashid,
Joe Root, Jamie Smith,
Ben Stokes, Josh Tongue.

One-year  contracts:
(until Sep 30, 2026) Re-
han Ahmed, Sonny Bak-
er, Shoaib Bashir, Zak
Crawley, Liam Dawson,
Saqgib Mahmood, Jamie
Overton, Ollie Pope, Mat-
thew Potts, Phil Salt, Luke
‘Wood, Mark Wood.

Architect of Indian Women'’s cricket:
Jay Shah’s impact on the sport

~ NewDelhi:
Following Team In-
dia’s triumph of 2025
Women’s CWC, nation
celebrates the rise of
Indian women’s justice
to gradational level, one
must not forget to credit
former Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India
(BCCI) Secretary and
current ICC president
Jay Shah for truly back-
ing a truly inclusive vi-
sion of women in sport.

While Jay is current-
ly serving as ICC pres-
ident, it was under his
leadership as secretary
of BCCI from 2019 to
2024 that the board em-
braced the idea of pay
equality and enhanced
professional leagues
for women cricketers
and grassroots i
ment and civil visil
ty, which has now em-
powered Indian women
cricketers who now
inspire millions of girls
across the planet to take
up Cricket.

Furthermore, the re-
sults speak for them-
selves, particularly in
the case of the Indian
women’s team, which
had performed poor-
ly, lacking purpose and
pride.

It was under Jay
Shah's leadership as
BCCI Secretary that the
Indian women'’s ericket
team underwent a major
transformation, evolving

from a promising pursuit
to a world-class sporting
enterprise. s tenure
at BCCI was marked by
bold reforms that have
elevated the game both
on and off the field for
women in sports.

One of the most
groundbreaking moves
during his tenure was
pay equality between
male and female crick-
eters, a decision which,
in the long run, commu-
nicated an important
point about equality and
respect for both genders.

This was followed by
the Jaunch of the profes-

Super pumped to join Royal Champs
and play in the Abu Dhabi T10 League

_____Abu Dhabi:

The Royal Champs are
thrilled to announce
the inclusion of global
cricketing stars Shakib
Al Hasan and Jason Roy
in their squad for the ea-
gerly awaited inaugural
season of the Abu Dha-
bi Tio League. Set for
a spectacular debut on
November 19, against
the Vista Riders at
Zayed Cricket Stadium,
these marquee players
bring a blend of experi-
ence, skill, and passion
to the team, according
to a release from Royal
champs- Abu Dhabi T10.
Shakib Al  Hasan,
Bangladesh's talis-
manic all-rounder, ex-
pressed his excitement
about joining the Royal
Champs, “I am super
pumped to join Royal

ABU DHABI ROYAL CHAMPS

FULL SOUAD:

0~
ANGELD MATHES

CHRIS JORDRN

Champs and play at the
Abu Dhabi T1o League.
This new format is
thrilling, and I'm eager
to give my best for the
team. The energy and
pace of Ti0 cricket de-
mand sharpness and
teamwork, and I believe

SHANIB AL HASAN

our squad, with its right
of skill and fearless-

is ready to blaze a

path to glory,” as quoted
from a release by Royal
champs- Abu Dhabi T10.
With a  decorated
international career,
Shakib recognizes the

significance of this plat-
form and is motivat-
ed to make an impact,
“Playing for the Royal
Champs is an e
ing challenge. We have
a  powerhouse lineup
ready to entertain fans
and compete with integ-

rity. T am prepared and
highly focused on our
first match against Vista
Riders and beyond.”

Jason Roy, England’s
dynamic opener and the
official icon player for
Royal Champs, shared
his enthusiasm for the
upcoming season, “I'm
really happy to be part
of the Royal Champs
for this inaugural Abu
Dhabi T10 League. It's
a fantastic opportu-
nity to showcase my
game in the shortest
and fastest format,
and I'm ready to con-
tribute from the get-
g0. Our team’s blend
of international stars
and emerging talents
makes us a formidable
side, and I can’t wait
to take the field in our
first match.”

sional women’s cricket
league WPL, something
which not just Indian
cricketers, but women
cricketers from across
the world had long been
requesting. WPL's inter-
national exposure and
reach are now providing
women cricketers with
a platform that not only
gives them a wider audi-
ence but also offers finan-
cial stability and a com-
petitive platform where
they can hone their skills
alongside players from
across the globe.

Further, BCCT's Grass-
roots investment has

surged, with even grass-
root players now getting
increased backing that
helps in the identifi-
cation and building of
women _cricketers from
across the country. These
sweats have not only ex-
panded the gift pool but
also inspired young girls
to dream big in the realm

of justice.
The launch of the
Women'’s Premier

League (WPL) in 2023
marked a seismic shift
in the geography of In-
dian women’s cricket.
Inspired by the success
of the Indian Premier
League (IPL), the WPL
has sculpted its own dy-
namic, marketable eco-
system, developed to el-
evate women cricketers
and provide them with
professional opportuni-
ties.

Like in men’s crick-
et, WPL provides a
platform where female
cricketers from even
countries which hard-
ly get any international
matches get a platform
to play players from an-
other country, further,
even our domestic play-
ers who might not have
gotten opportunity to
represent India now get
the exposure of high-
stakes competition
and international level
matches, while getting
a chance to learn from
best in the industry.

Harmanpreet reveals role of
fans in motivating team after
2017 World Cup heartbreak

New Delhi:

India women's team
captain  Harmanpreet
Kaur emphasised the
role of fans and support-
ers in boosting the mo-
rale of the players after
returning home follow-
ing the 2017 World Cup
final heartbreak.

After faltering to win
the World Cup twice in
2005 and 2017, India’s
drought ended with
a 52-run victory over
South Africa at DY Patil
Stadium in Navi Mum-
bai on Sunday. The 2017
final remained a night-
mare that haunted India
for many years, con-
sidering the position of
control they had against
England at the ‘Tlome of
Cricket’, Lord’s.

In 2017, Punam Raut’s
86 and Harmanpreet's 51
ensured India remained
on track to return home

with the coveted title.
Iowever, an unprec-
edented middle-order
collapse saw India nine
runs short of the title.
As India returned home
with a heavy heart, fans
lifted the team’s morale,
and from that moment,
the women’s team took
the steps towards end-
ing decades of waiting.

“After the 2017 World
Cup, we came close and
lost the game by nine
runs. We couldn’t un-
derstand how it hap-
pened because we were
in control. But we got
motivation from Indi-
an fans who showed
that not only we but
the whole nation was
waiting for the moment
when women’s crick-
et would do something
special for them. We
were not playing in the
stadium.
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Aadya Kaushal
shoots
5-under in
best show at

Gurugram: Aadya
Kaushal from Guru-
gram was impressive in
the third leg of the US
Kids India Delhi NCR
Tour as she carded a
round of 5-under 67
in the girls’ section for
ages 9-10, here at the
Jack Nicklaus designed
Classic Golf and Coun-
try Club on Tuesday.

Aadya had eight bird-
ies, including a stretch
of four in a row on the
front nine and another
one with three in a row
on the back nine. She
birdied from the third
to the sixth and again
from the 13th to the
15th.

However, Aadya also
dropped three shots in
her aggressive display
on the second, eighth
and the 10th.

She was followed by
Aaradhya  Bhatnagar,
the winner of the first
and second legs. She
shot even par with five
birdies against five bo-

geys.
Noida’s Naaysha
Sinha was another

standout performer as
she carded 3-under in
her 9-hole round to win
in the girls’ under-8.
She had a bogey free
round with three bird-
ies.

Naina Kapoor also
had a fine day with
2-over 74 while winning
the girls’ 13-14 category.
She had three birdies
against three bogeys
and a double bogey.

Among boys, the best
performer was Vedant
Paul who brought home
a card of 1-over 73 in
boys’ 13-14. He had
five birdies against four
bogeys and one double
bogey.

Also playing well were
Zowra Sikand who with
a 2-over round won his
9-hole competition in
boys’ under-8 category
and Drona Singh Dhull
won the boys’ 11 with
3-over 75.

In girls 11-12, Aaliyah
Kalra of Gurgaon) beat
Anya Dandriyal in a
play-off after both shot
79 each.
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Gary Neville, Eden Hazard inducted
into Premier League Hall of Fame

London:

ormer England in-
Fternaﬁona] Gary

Neville and Bel-
gian star Eden Hazard
were inducted into the
Premier League Hall of
Fame, an honour rec-
ognising individuals
who have achieved ex-
ceptional success and
made a significant con-
tribution to the compe-
tition since its inception
in 1992. Eligibility for
induction requires that
players and managers be
retired from profession-
al football.

Hazard and Neville
are the two former play-
ers selected for induc-
tion this year by the 24
existing Ilall of Fame
members. Other nota-
ble inductees include
Sir Alex Ferguson, Ar-
sne Wenger, and all-
time great players such
as Paul Scholes, Den-
nis Bergkamp, Vincent
Kompany, and Didi-
er Drogba. The Hall of
Fame members were
presented with the re-

L]
sults of a public poll,
which invited fans to
share their selections
from a 15-man shortlist.
Speaking on his i
duction, Gary i
said, “It’s a huge honour
to be inducted into the
Premier League Hall of
Fame. When you hear
the names of the players
who have already been
recognised - legends of
the game - to be among
them is special.

Three Indians earn spot in
Women'’s World Cup Team
of the Tournament

New Delhi:

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) unveiled
the Women’s Cricket
‘World Cup Team of the
Tournament on Tuesday,
and three Indian players
earned a spot following
their historic title-win-
ning run at Navi Mum-
bai’s DY Patil Stadium.

Smriti Mandhana, key
batter Jemimah Rodri-
gues and Player of the
Tournament Deepti Shar-
ma, who held the coveted
title aloft on Sunday after
registering a 52-run win
over South Africa, are the
three Indians to feature
in the Team of the Tour-
nament.

India’s  vice-captain
Smriti Mandhana and
South Africa skipper Lau-
ra Wolvaardt form the
opening pair. Mandha-
na remained consistent,
scoring 434 runs at 54.25,
with her 109 against New
Zealand in Navi Mumbai
being the highlight of her
campaign.

Wolvaardt, who has
been named as the skip-
per of the side, ended the
tournament as the leading
run-getter with a stag-
gering tally of 571 runs
at 7137, laced with two
centuries and three fifties.

The 26-year-old notched
169 against England in the
semi-finals and engineered
101 in the title clash, which
eventually ended in vain.

Jemimah, who conclud-
ed the tournament with
202 runs at an average of
58.40, produced a stun-
ning 127* against Australia
in the semi-finals, which
turned out to be her stand-
out performance. Her
unbeaten 76 against New
Zealand in a must-win
clash played a vital role in
India’s run to the semi-fi-
nal.

South Africa all-round-
er Marizanne Kapp, who
amassed 208 runs and
scalped 12 wickets, took
the fourth spot. Australia’s
Ash Gardner produced an
all-round display with 328
runs at 82, with two centu-
ries, one fifty and scalped
seven wickets to take up
the fifth spot.

Player of the Tourna-
ment, Deepti Sharma, who
topped the wicket-taking
chart with 22 wickets and
garnered 215 runs, re-
mained instrumental to
India’s success. Annabel
Sutherland picked up 17
wickets at 15.82 and con-
tributed with 117 runs dur-
ing Australia’s unbeaten
run to the semi-finals.

“I feel incredibly for-
tunate to have spent my
entire career at the club
1 grew up supporting,
Manchester United,
to have played with so
many great players and
under a manager like
Sir Alex Ferguson. My
focus was always doing
my job for the team,
and to be recognised
for that is a proud mo-
ment.”

Reacting to his Hall

of Fame induction,
Eden Hazard said, “For
a small Belgian guy from
Braine-le-Comte  just
playing football for fun,
being inducted into the
Premier League Hall of
Fame with these great
ers at 34 years old
is incredible. My dream
was to play at the high-
est level, and I did it,
so I am really happy.
Week after week, you
have big games, and at

the end of the season,
you lift a trophy with
your teammates. It's a
beautiful feeling.”

“When you score goals,
when you win trophies,
you just want more. I
am proud to know I did
a few good things for
seven years in the Pre-
mier League. We don’t
play the game alone, so
this is for all the people
who have supported me
- my family, my team-
mates and the fans, my
friends - this is for us
all,” he added.

A one-club man, Nev-
ille’s name is synony-
mous with Manchester
United’s ~ dominance
throughout the Premier
League era. Renowned
for his consistency,
leadership and tactical
intelligence, the right-
back was a key figure
in one of the most suc-
cessful club sides in
English football histo-
ry, representing United
across 19 remarkable
seasons between 1992
and 2011.

Rajasthan United upset Mumbai City to
throw AIFF Super Cup Group D wide open

Fatorda:
Rajasthan United edged
past Mumbai City FC
with a resilient 1-0 win
in Group D of the ATFF
Super Cup 2025-26, at
the PJN Stadium in Fa-
torda on Monday, as per
the official website of the
All India Football Feder-
ation (AIFF).

Robinson  Blandon’s
strike late in the first
half (43rd  minute)
meant that the race for
the semi-final spot from
Group D has become
tighter. As it stands,
Kerala Blasters are atop
Group D with six points
from their two matches
and will progress to the
last four, should they
secure at least a draw
in their last group stage
game against Mumbai
City FC.

Should Rajasthan de-
feat SC Delhi on Novem-
ber 6, the equation be-
comes complicated. The
Desert Warriors need
to beat the Red Brigade
by a margin of at least
four goals and hope that
Mumbai City beat Ker-
ala Blasters by exactly
1-0. Meanwhile, in the
event of a Rajasthan win
against SC Delhi, Mum-
bai need to defeat Kerala
Blasters by two or more
goals.

If Rajasthan do not
win against SC Delhi,
though, Mumbai City
will need a win, while
Blasters need a draw to
make the last four.

The first half on Mon-
day evening began with
the Islanders on the
front foot, pressing high
and controlling posses-
sion with quick exchang-

on Toral and Akash
Mishra linked up fre-
quently to send forward
Vikram Partap Singh
surging down Mumbai
City’s left, only to be met
with Rajasthan Unit-
ed’s organised backline
neutralising the danger
their offside

through
traps.
Vikrant Sharma’s men
found their rhythm as
the game wore on, es-

Patiala dominates Punjab State Junior
Kho Kho Championship in Hoshiarpur

Hoshiarpur:
Patiala stamped its au-
thority at the Punjab State
Junior Kho Kho Champi-
onship 2025, claiming
both the boys™ and girls’
titles at the event held
on November 2 and 3,
here at Rayat Bahra Pro-
fessional University. The
championship, which
featured Under-18 teams
from 15 districts, was or-
ganised by the Kho Kho
Association of Hoshiar-
pur under the auspices of
the Kho Kho Association
of Punjab and the Kho
Kho Federation of India
(KKFTI), according to a re-
lease from KKFI.

In the girls’ category,
Patiala emerged champi-
ons with a commanding
18-4 victory over Sangrur
in the final. In the third-
place match, Hoshiarpur
defeated Muktsar 22-18,
finishing the champi-
onship on a high note in
front of the home crowd.
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Patiala relgns supreme at Punjab State Junior Kho Kho Championship - File Photo

Sports Coordinator, and
Satnam Singh, President,
District Kho Kho Associ-
ation, IHoshairpur, pre-
sented the awards to the
winners and congratulated
all participating teams for
their spirited performanc-
es.

The two-day event wit-
nessed spirited perfor-
mances from all participat-
ing districts, reflecting the
growing depth of talent in
Punjab’s junior Kho Kho
ecosystem. Teams from
Patiala, Sangrur, Mansa,
Bathinda, Muktsar, Fazil-
ka, Ferozepur, Moga,
Ludhiana, Jalandhar,
Kapurthala, Tarn Taran,
Amritsar,  Hoshiarpur,
and Gurdaspur competed
in the knockout-format

award.

The boys' category saw
Patiala continue their
dominance, registering
a decisive 22-7 win over
Jalandhar in the final to

. e

Among i T-
formers, Snehpreet Kaur
of Patiala was named Best
Defender, while Jashan-
preet Kaur of Sangrur
won the Best Attacker

a =
ship double, while in the
third-place playoff, ITo-
shiarpur edged past Lud-
hiana 14-12 after a closely
contested encounter. The

individual honours in the
boys' category went to
Jagtar Singh of Patiala,
who was named Best At-
tacker, and Sushil Kumar
of Jalandhar, who re-
ceived the Best Defender
award for his consistent
and disciplined play.

The  championship’s
closing ceremony was held
in the presence of sever-

al distinguished guests
including the chief guest
Brahm Shankar Jimpa,
Member of Legislative As-
sembly from Hoshiarpur,
along with Gurpreet Sin-
gh, District Sports Officer,
Hoshiarpur, Upkar Singh
Virk, General Secretary,
KKFI and Kho Kho Asso-
ciation of Punjab, Sard-
ar Jagajit Singh, District

The Punjab State Jun-
ior Kho Kho Champi-
onship 2025 once again
reinforced  kho kho's
growing footprint in the
state, providing a vital
platform for emerging
players to gain com-
petitive experience and
showcase their potential
in front of selectors and
officials.

pecially in midfield. Ra-
jasthan United began
to gain control through
Pedro Astray, disrupting
Mumbai City’s flow and
transitioning into quick
counterattacks.

The goal finally came
in the 43rd minute. Ra-
jasthan’s quick passing
between forward Naoba
Meitei Pangambam and
Astray opened  space
at the edge of the box.
Blandon capitalised on
the final pass and sent
a long-range shot past
the Mumbai City keep-
er and into the bottom
corner. The goal was a
confidence booster for
the Desert Warriors and
a visible source of irrita-
tion for Mumbai City FC,
as Tiri got booked soon
after.

Breaking Time

What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and
every 3x3 box contains the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzle

has only correct solution.
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Dear Reader, If you
have any news or
you have any sugges-
tion regarding our
newspaper or you
have any problem
with any govern-
ment  department,
you may contact us
on 24 hour helpline
no-  0120-4225517,
4241284for Del-
hi & Ghaziabad
(9582310372), for
Noida(9818999989),
Advertisement
(9818799941),
Circulation
(08586925450)
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PLEASECONTACT:
9818799941
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Readers are recom-
mended to make all
necessary enquiries and
seek appropriate advice
before action on any
advertisement and con-
tent published in this
publication. The print-
er, publisher, editor and
seller of the Top Story
do not vouch for any
claims. The publication
is being sold on the
condition and under-
standing that informa-
tion given in this pub-
lication is merely for
reference and must not
be taken as having final
authority of or binding
in any way. We do not
owe any responsibility
for damage or loss to
any person, a purchase
of this production is
not for the result of any
action taken on the ba-
sis of this work.All dis-
putes are subject to the
exclusive jurisdiction
of court and forums in
Delhi/New Delhi only.

Seifert ruled out of New
Zealand'’s T20I series against WI

Wellington:
Experienced swashbuck-
ler Tim Seifert has been
ruled out of New Zea-
land’s upcoming T20l
series against the West
Indies due to a broken
finger.

On Tuesday, New
Zealand Cricket (NZC)
confirmed that the wick-
etkeeper-batter retired
hurt after being hit on
the finger while batting
for Northern Districts
against the Wellington
Firebirds in the Ford

“Tim Selfert ruled out of New Zealand’s T201 series vs West Indies

Trophy. A subseq
X-ray confirmed a frac-
ture to Seifert’s right in-
dex finger.

Canterbury  wicket-
keeper-batter Mitch Iay
has been called in as the
30-year-old’s  replace-
ment and linked up with
the team on Monday
night. New Zealand head
coach Rob Walter was
disappointed to miss
Seifert’s services for the
five T20ls against the
Caribbean side.

“We're all feeling for
Tim. I1e’s a key member
of this T20 unit given
his power at the top of
the order and his role
as keeper, so he'll be
missed over the next five

matches,” Walter said as
quoted from a statement
by NZC.

“He showed in the re-
cent T20 series that he’s
building up to top form,
so it’s disappointing that
that has been halted as
we continue to prepare
for a pinnacle event.
We're hoping Tim's re-
covery will be quick and
hell be back on the park
as soon as possible,”
Walter added.

Hay, who has been
introduced as a replace-
ment, is relatively new
to the international cir-
cuit when compared to
Seifert, having made 11
T20l appearances for

the Blackcaps since his
debut against Sri Lanka
in Dambulla in Novem-
ber last year. In his lim-
ited time on the crease,
Ilay holds the world
record for the most dis-
missals (6) in an innings
in T20ls.

“Mitch has shown in
his international oppor-
tunities so far that he’s a
top-quality wicketkeeper
batter and is more than
capable of contributing
at this level. We're lucky
to be able to call on an-
other player of his abili-
ty, which shows the level
of depth we currently
have in the T20 format,”
Walter concluded.
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'Naagzilla' makers offer
glimpse from Day 1 shoot
w

it
T

Mumbai

ctor Kartik Aaryan

has officially

kicked off the

shooting for his
next film, 'Naagzilla', con-
firming the same on Insta-
gram, while celebrating one
year of 'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3"

Days after the announce-
ment, the makers have of-
fered a glimpse from the first
day of shooting, which com-
menced with a traditional
muhurat puja.

"We're not just
rolling...we're slithering into
the world of #Naagzilla! Day
1 was filled with laughter,
blessings, positivity and too
much ph'n!" the caption
read.

h Kartik Aaryan, check

team

3
In the video, the
could be seen on the sets
performing the puja before
the shoot. Lead actor Kartik
Aaryan also arrived to take
part in the ritual along with
producer Karan Johar.

Earlier, Kartik shared a
picture holding a clapboard
marking the start of the
shoot. The clapboard fea-
tured the movie's titleand di-
rector Mrighdeep Singh
Lamba's name.

In the picture, the actar
looked relaxed in a plain
white shirt. He shared his ex-
citement for the project with
acaption that read: "1 Year of
#BhoolBhulaiyaagDay 1 of
#NaagzillaHar Har Ma-

hadevigth August 2026."

Mumbai
ctor
Qureshi is a new
addition to the
world of 'Delhi
Crime'.
In the third sea-

™ soi, she

\\jn ined
the

‘\

Huma

TOP STORY, Der, WEDNESDAY 05 Novemser 2025

already features such a
powerhouse ensemble of
versatile actors.

I am a huge fan of Del-
what Shefali
Shah

hi Crime...
has

At
the trailer

launch, Huma said she
had to bring her A-game
to the sets, given that the
show already features
such a powerhouse en-

semble of versatile

sy U Shah, Rasika
Dugal and Rajesh
Tailang, among others.
At the trailer launch,
Huma said she had to
bring her A-game to the
sets, given that the show

actors.

done and what Rasika and
everybody else have done
in the show is incredible.
It's an honour to be part of
this universe. It's an hon-
our to take that story for-

[ had to bring in my A-game":
Huma Qureshi on joining
'Delhi Crime' season 3

ward, and 1 knew that 1
had to bring in my A-game,
you know, because all of
them are such loved char-
acters that all you guys
have, you know, supported
vear after year, season af-
eason," she shared.
‘And it was a lot of fun.
And they were so wel-
coming. It didn't feel
like I was a new mem-
ber. They were all
sweet. They were wel-
coming. Shefali and 1
had a lot more scenes
together because we
had team Badi Didi. So,
we had a lot of scenes to-
gether. But it was a lot of
fun. And 1 didn't feel like it
was a new setup...I was
working with or I was a
new kid on the block," she
added.

Delhi Crime Season 3
premieres on Netflix on
November 13.

Prince Naseem boxing
biopic 'Giant' to open Red
Sea Film Festival 2025

Los Angeles
rince  Naseem
Hamed's boxing
biopic 'Giant’ will
open the upcom-

ing edition of the Red Sea
International Film Festival
in Saudi Arabia.

“The news was announced
at a press conference in the
y of Jed-

as the

festival's home ¢
dah on Tuesda
event unveiled key
for its upcoming edition,
which will run from De-
cember 4to13, as per Dead-
line.

Rupert Wyatt's Desert
‘Warrior, which was backed
by and shot in Saudi Arabia
but features an interna-
tional cast, also plays in the
International Spectacular
sidebar.

Giant follows the rise of
Hamed and his relation-
ship with Irish boxing train-
er Brendan Ingle, charting
his rags-to-riches under-

sections

Prayaas 2025 celebrates 27
years of Rasik Performing
Arts’ classical legacy

TSN/Gurugram
rayaas 2025, the
annual presenta-
tion by Rasik Per-
forming Arts, is set

to be more than just a
Kathak recital this year. It
unfolds as a full-fledged fes-
tival of classical arts, bring-
ing together diverse per-
formances age
groups, styles, moods and
traditions.

Founded by Smt.
Jayashree Acharya, Rasik
Performing Arts has been a
cornerstone of Gurugram’s
cultural landscape for near-
ly three decades. A distin-
guished disciple of Shri Sant
Gopal Mishra, Smt. Reba
Vidyarthi, and the legendary
Padma Vibhushan Pandit
Birju Maharaj, Acharyaji has
carried forward the Luc-
know gharana's traditions
with dedication and grace.

across

Since beginning her teach-
ing journey in Gurugram in

Mona Singh, Kunaal Roy Kapur
highlight need for digital detox
in 'Thode Door, Thode Paas'

Mumbai

ctors Mona Singh

and Kunaal Roy

Kapur have

opened up about
theirupcoming family drama
“Thode Door, Thode Paas',
calling it a heartfelt reminder
to step away from screens
and reconnect with loved
ones.

Sharing her thoughts on
the show's theme, Mona
Singh said the experience
made her realise the impor-
tance of disconnecting from
digital devices, even if for a
short while. "The concept is
beautiful. When we were
shooting, everyone felt it was
time to keep our phones
away. On Sundays, my fam-
ily and T don't use our
phones; it's our time togeth-
er. Connections happen when
the phone's connection is
off," she said.

Kunaal admitted that he
spends several hours a day on
his phone, but noted that the

MENTAS KA DIGITAL DETOX- EX DUM OUT OF THE BOX

show made him introspect.
"t was like holding up a mir-
ror to ourselves. We need to
reflect on how much time
we spend on gadgets. Real
engagement happens when
you talk face to face-—-with

your parents, children, or
friends. Sometimes, even
while sitting together, we are
busy texting someone else,”
he added.

"It's very important that
you really engage with people,

and I'think ki is show se, Th-
ode Door, Thode Paas’ se,
humne wo koshish ki hain ki
logonkoyeh samjhane ke liye
ki very often it's important to
connect, you need to discon-
nect,” Kunaal shared while
talking about the importance
of staying away from gadgets.

Describing the show's set-
ting, Kunal said the team
recreated a home from the
19908, removing modern
gadgets to bring back a sense
of nostalgia. "We removed
cell phones, laptops, even
the washing machine and
television. It was like going
back in a time machine, "he
said.

"We weresinging old songs
and reminiscing about our
youth. It was alovely experi-
ence that reminded us tore-
connect with our families.
‘The show holds up a mirror
to society and gives peoplea
moment to pause and reflect
on what truly matters," added

Mona
ece

2004, Jayashree Acharyaji
has trained and inspired an

entire generation of Kathak
dancers, nurturing theirart
with the essence of the guru-
shishya parampara. Over
the years, Rasik Performing
Arts has not only preserved
the nuances of classical
Kathak but also played a
vital role in promoting cul-
tural in a city

dog tale from his humble
beginnings in Sheffield to
becoming champion of the
world.

It also tackles how he
faced down racism and is-
lamophobia that swept
Britain in the 1980s and

'90s to become a global
sporting icon.

‘The film explores the un-
likely and tender relation-
ship between Naz and Ingle,
and the instrumental role
that Ingle played in Naz's
road to success.

Trailer of 'Delhi
Crime' season 3
unveiled

Mumbai

that once had limited expo-
sure to traditional perform-
ingarts.

Marking 27 years of its
journey, Rasik Performing
Arts continues to uphold its
wvision through annual show-
cases, baithaks, lecture
demonstrations and work-
shops. Prayaas 2025 stands
as a testament to that en-
during spirit—celebrating
the timeless beauty of elas-
sical arts and the growing
community of dancers who
keep this heritage alive in
Gurugram.

Noah Centineo's 'Rambo’
sequel, 'The Expendables'

rights strikes major deal

Los Angeles
n a major update for
Sylvester Stallone's cel-
ebrated ‘Rambo’ and
"The Expendables' fran-
chises, Lionsgate has con-
firmed the casting of actor
Noah Centineo to take over
the rale of John Rambo.
According to Variety, Cen-
tineo's casting arrives on the
heels of Lionsgate striking a
major deal to cover both the
‘Rambo’ and "The Expend-
ables' film series with Mil-
lennium Media.
Under the deal, the studio

has gained the rights to de-
velop and produce "all de-
rivative works, including fu-
ture films and TV produc-
tions" for "The Expendables'
and worldwide distribution

rights for theupcoming sixth
"Rambo' film inthe franchise.

inally, the wait is

over as the trailer of

Shefali Shah-star-

rer 'Delhi Crime'

season 3 was unveiled on
Tuesday afternoon.

The new season will see

Shefali Shah reprise her in-

triguing role as DIG Vartika

team are determined to
bring down - setting the
stage for a psychological
face-off between two women
who refuse tolose."

On creating the third sea-
son, director and Showrun-
ner Tanuj Chopra, in a press
note, shared , "With Season
3, we wanted to tell a story

Chaturved, alongside that feels both urgent
Rasika Dugal, The and deeply hu-
Rajesh new season will man. Each
Tailang, see Shefali Shah reprise se¢ason
Huma  hoerintriguing roleas DIG ~ Standson
9““5}".' Vartika Chaturvedi, alongside R
Sayani = - Regard-
Gipta; Rasika Dugal, Rajesh Tailang, less of
Mita Huma Qureshi, Sayani elhar
Vashisht, Gupta, Mita Vashisht, An-  you're a
Anshu- shumaan Pushkar, returning
m a a n and Kelly Dorji. fan of the
Pushkar, and Kel- show or you've
ly Dorji never watched a single

Official synopsis of the
show read, "At the center of
the storm stands DIG Varti-
ka Chaturvedi (Shefali Shah)
- our steadfast Madam Sir -
- who begins connecting the
dots between these disap-
pearances and a system fu-
eled by fear, profit, and si-
lence. As her investigation
deepens, all roads lead to
one name whispered across
cities: Badi Didi (Huma
Qureshi). Ruthless, invisi-
ble, and always one step
ahead, she is the elusive ar-
chitect of the criminal em-
pire who Vartika and her

episode, this season will be
just as compelling for both.
You can jump right into Sea-
son 3 without needing to
have seen the first two to ful-
ly enjoy the show, or con-
tinue from where you last
paused. The stakes this time
are unlike anything Vartika
has faced. Every lead, every
dead end, pushes her and
her team closer to the break-
ing point. This season
widens the lens of Delhi
Crime, but stays rooted in
what defines it - empathy,
truth, and the relentless pur-
suit of justice.”

Jonathan Bailey named 'Sexiest Man Alive
for 2025, calls it "absolutely absurd"

Los Angeles
ollywood actor
Jonathan Bailey
hasbeen named
People Maga-
zine's 'Sexiest Man Alive for
2025, an honour he de-
scribed asboth flattering and
"absolutely absurd.”
Bailey's name was official-
Iy announced on "The Tonight
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon'

on Monday.

Speaking on the show, the
British actor recalled first
hearing about his newfound
title at the beginning of 2025
when he was a part ofa pro-
duction of Shakespeare's
‘Richard IT".

"The only thing madder
than doing 'Richard I1'was to
be invited into this. And also
in 2025, I'm sort of thrilled

that People Magazine hasin-
vited someone in to bestow
this honour on someonewho
can really cherish the value of
a sexy man,” Bailey said, as
quoted by Variety. Having
started hisacting career at the
age of 7 with the Royal Shake-
speare Company in London,
Jonathan Bailey quickly mas-
tered his craft both on the
screen and on stage.



