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Israel returns 45 Palestinian
bodies after soldier
remains handed back
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@I Nehru-Gandhi legacy under fire Tharoor
questions idea of inherited leadership

B Tharoor said that when political power is determined by lineage rather than ability, commitment, or
grassroots engagement, the quality of governance suffers

‘NDA will win
200+ Seats’: Bihar
Minister Nitin
Nabin says Modi’s
rally to set tone for
one-sided victory

Haze blankets
Delhi as air
quality remains
'very poor'
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_ New Delhi
enior Congress
leader Shashi Tha-
roor said dynastic

Folitics across the po-

itical spectrum poses a

"grave threat" to Indian

democracy and asserted

that it is high time India
traded "dynasty for mer-
itocracy".

He said that when
political power is deter-
mined by lineage rather
than ability, commit-
ment, or grassroots en-
gagement, the quality of
governance suffers.

In an article for inter-
national media organi-
sation Project Syndicate,
the  Thiruvananthapu-
ram MP pointed out that
while the Nehru-Gandhi
family is associated with
the Congress, dynas-
tic succession prevails
across the political spec-
trum.

Meanwhile, the BJP
latched on to Tharoor's
remarks, calling it a
"very insightful piece" on
how Indian politics has
become a family busi-

ness.

"He (Tharoor) has
launched a direct attack
on India's nepo kid Ra-
hul and chota nepo kid
Tejaswi Yadav!" BJP

Senior Congress leader Shashi Tharoor

spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawalla said.
Tharoor's remarks
come weeks after a row
over his comments on

the India-Pakistan con- -

flict and the diplomatic
outreach following the
Pahalgam attack. The
comments were at vari-
ance with the Congress
stance, and many party
leaders took a swipe at
him, questioning his in-
tentions.

In the article titled
‘Indian Politics Are a
Family Business', Tharo-

or said that for decades,
one family has towered
over Indian politics. He
said the influence of the
Nehru-Gandhi  dynasty
including independ-
ent India's first prime
minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, prime ministers
Indira Gandhi and Ra-
jiv Gandhi, and current
opposition leader Rahul
Gandhi and MP Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra -- is
bound up with the histo-
ry of India's struggle for
freedom.

"But it has also ce-

Magisterial probe begins into
hostage-taker Rohit Arya's death

Mumbai
n independent
magisterial in-

uiry has been in-
itiated into the death of
social entrepreneur Ro-
hit Arya, who was shot
during the police oper-
ation while rescuing 17
children and two adults
held captive by him at
a recording studio in
Mumbai on October 30.

The magisterial in-
quiry is being conducted
simultaneously with a
probe launched by the
Mumbai police's crime
branch.

A senior police officer
on Monday stated the
concerned  magistrate
will call witnesses, re-
cord statements, and
submit a report.

The drama unfolded
inside R A Studio in the
Mabhavir Classic building
in the Powai area be-
tween 1.30 pm and 5.15
pm on Thursday, result-
ing in the rescue of the
hostages and the death
of Arya (50).

Arya suffered a bullet
injury during the police

operation, following
which he was rushed to
the hospital, where he
was declared dead.

Joint Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order)
Satyanarayan  Chaud-
hary on Monday con-
firmed that a magisterial
inquiry has been initiat-
ed into Arya's death, as
mandated by law and
rulings of the Supreme
Court.

"The magisterial in-
quiry is independent.

The concerned magis-
trate will call witnesses,
record statements, and
submit a report," he said.

Commenting on the
hostage crisis, the JCP
stressed that the safe-
ty of children and two
adults was the sole pri-
ority of the police.

"It was a hostage situ-
ation concerning minor
children for the police.
The police's priority was
to rescue the kids safely
and securely,” Chaud-
hary said.

Agency

mented the idea that
political leadership can
be a birthright. This idea
has penetrated Indian
politics across every par-
ty, in every region, and
at every level," Tharoor

said.

He said Indian polit-
ical parties are largely
personality-driven, with
a few exceptions.

Leadership selection
processes are often
opaque, with decisions
made by a small clique
or even a single leader,
figures with little inter-

est in rocking the boat,
said Tharoor, who him-
self unsuccessfully con-
tested Congress presi-
dential elections in 2022.
As a result, nepotism
generally trumps meri-
tocracy, he added.
Pointing out that dy-
nastic succession pre-
vails across the political
spectrum, Tharoor said
that after the passing
of Biju Patnaik, his son
Naveen won his father's
vacant seat in the Lok

Maharash-
tra-based Shiv Sena's
founder Bal Thackeray
passed the mantle to his
son Uddhav, whose own
son Aditya is waiting vis-
ibly in the wings, he said.

"The same goes for Sa-
majwadi Party founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav,
a former chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh, whose
son Akhilesh Yadav later
served in the same post;
Akhilesh is now an MP
and the president of the
party. In Bihar, Lok Jan-
shakti Party leader Ram
Vilas Paswan was suc-
ceeded by his son Chirag
Paswan," he said, citing
more examples of polit-
ical dynasties.

Agency

Pappu, Tappu, Appu can’t
see Modi’s work, says

Alok Shrivastav
Darbhanga

In a day packed with

rallies across Darb-
hanga, Muzaffarpur,
Saran, and Patna, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath turned
up the heat in the NDA’s
Bihar campaign, launch-
ing a fierce attack on
the Congress-RJD al-
liance. He accused the
opposition of dragging
Bihar back into aan era
of crime, caste violence,
and chaos.
Addressing a massive
crowd in Darbhanga,
Yogi mocked the oppo-
sition bloc as “the three
monkeys — Pappu, Tap-
pu, and Appu.” In his
trademark style, he said,
“Pappu cannot speak the
truth, Tappu cannot see
the truth, and Appu can-
not hear it. They can nei-
ther see Modi ji's devel-
opment work nor sense

the nation’s progress.”

Yogi invoked Mithila’s
spiritual heritage, saying
the land of Mata Janaki
was sending a powerful
message to those op-
posing Lord Ram. “The
dawn of Ram Rajya is
about to rise in Bihar,”
he declared, drawing
loud cheers from the au-
dience.

Recalling Congress’s
affidavit in the Supreme
Court that questioned
Lord Ram’s existence,
Yogi accused the op-
position of repeatedly
insulting Hindu faith.
“The same Congress,
RJD, and Samajwadi
Party that fired on Ram
bhakts in Ayodhya now
talk about faith and
development,” he said.
“Those who oppose Ram
and Janaki are enemies of
India, enemies of Mithila,
and enemies of all of us.”

CONTD ON PAGE-2

14 dead as speeding dumper
rams 17 vehicles in Jaipur

Jaipur

road bustling with

daily commuters

in Jaipur's Har-
mada area turned into a
scene of devastation on
Monday afternoon when
a rashly driven dumper
truck ploughed into at
least 17 vehicles, leaving
14 people dead and 13
injured.

Bodies were strewn
across the road, mangled
cars lined the highway,
and several motorbikes
were crushed under the
dumper's wheels follow-
ing the horrific chain
collision that occurred
near Loha Mandi.

The dumper truck,
whose driver was alleg-
edly under the influence
of alcohol, rammed into
multiple vehicles on a
300-metre stretch be-
fore crashing into a trail-
er, police said.

President  Droupadi
Murmu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Rajast-

Telangana bus crash: Newborn,

mother amon

Hyderabad

least 19 people,
including a 41
old girl child,
were killed and and 22
others injured when a
gravel-laden tipper lor-
ry collided head-on with
a government bus in
Ranga Reddy district of
Telangana on Monday,
officials said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the state
government announced
ex-gratia to the families
of the victims.

Telangana Transport
Minister Ponnam Prab-
hakar, who visited the
government hospital at

<

Chevella, where the ac-
cident victims were ad-
mitted, said, "19 people
were killed in the acci-
dent".

¢ 19 killed

The lorry collided with
the Telangana State
Road Transport Corpo-
ration (TGSRTC) vehicle
near Chevella, about 50

kms from Hyderabad,
on Monday morning at
around 7 AM, result-
ing in the gravel falling
on the bus, burying the

passengers and causing
deaths due to suffoca-
tion and trauma, among
others.

A district official said
22 people suffered inju-
ries in the accident.

The TGSRTC said in
a release that the tipper,
loaded with gravel and
hard stone chips lost
control while overtaking
multiple vehicles, veer-
ing directly into the path
of the oncoming bus.The
impact caused extensive
damage to the bus, with
a large volume of gravel
and dust pouring into
the passenger compart-
ment. Agency
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han Chief Minister Bha-
janlal Sharma, his dep-
uties Diya Kumari and
Premchand Bairwa and
former chief minister
Ashok Gehlot expressed
grief over the loss of
lives.

"Pained by the loss of
lives due to a mishap in
Jaipur, Rajasthan. My
thoughts are with those
who have lost their near
and dear ones. 1 pray
that the injured recover
soon.

"An ex-gratia of Rs. 2

lakh from PMNRF would
be given to the next of
kin of each deceased.
The injured would be
given Rs. 50,000," PM
Modi said on X.

Eyewitnesses described
the scene as nothing short
of a massacre.

"We saw people pulling
out one body after an-
other from the wrecked
cars. Some were trapped
inside; others were lying
on the road. It was cha-
os, screams and blood
everywhere," said Ma-

hesh Sharma, a local
shopkeeper.

According to District
Collector Jitendra Soni,
the dumper came from
Road No. 14 towards
the Loha Mandi petrol
pump at high speed, hit-
ting vehicles in its path.

"Fourteen people died
and 13 are injured. The
injured are being treated
at SMS Hospital's trau-
ma centre, and several
are in a critical condi-
tion," Soni said.

Additional Police
Commissioner Rajiv
Pachar, who was present
at the scene, said that
the dumper was being
driven recklessly.

The driver hit a car,
prompting  locals  to
chase him. He accel-
erated further, hitting
pedestrians and bikers
along the road. He then
stopped after colliding
with a trailer truck and
a car on the Delhi-Ajmer
Highway. Agency

Pakistan, China testing nuclear
weapons: Trump's big reveal

Washington o
akistan and Chi-
na are among the

countries  which
are  testing nucle-
aar weapons, United

States President Donald
Trump has said to justi-
fy his administration's
plans to resume testing
of the US's own nuclear
assets after a gap of over
three decades.

Ahead of his meeting
with Chinese President
Xi Jinping last week,
Trump announced that
the US will start testing
nuclear weapons on an
‘equal basis’ with rival

powers.
In an interview with
CBS News' Norah

O'Donnell on Sunday,

the US president named

Russia, China, North
Korea and Pakistan as
the countries testing nu-
clear weapons.

"Russia's testing, and
China's testing, but they
don't talk about it. You

know, we're an open
society. We're different.
We talk about it.... We're
gonna test, because they
test and others test,"
Trump said.

"And certainly North
Korea's been testing. Pa-
kistan's been testing," he
asserted.

Shortly before meet-
ing Xi in South Korea on
Thursday last, Trump
said on social media
that the US will resume
testing nuclear weapons
for the first time in three
decades.

Trump claimed some
of the countries con-
ducting tests of their
nuclear weapons don't
acknowledge them.

Agency
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Pappu, Tappu,
Appu can't see
Modi’'s work,
says Yogi
Adityanath
in Bihar

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

Prime
Narendra
Modi's development
initiatives, the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
said Mithila's Makhana
industry had achieved
global recognition with
the creation of a Nation-
al Board, while the tra-
ditional lac bangle trade
had been given a new
identity. “Road, rail, air,

Highlighting
Minister
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‘NDA will win 200+ Seats’: Bihar Minister Nitin Nabin
says Modi’s rally to set tone for one-sided victory

Patna

rime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's rally

in Patna, joined
by senior leaders of the
National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA), will mark
the formal launch of
the coalition’s Assembly
election campaign — an
event that, according to
State Minister and four-
time MLA Nitin Nabin,
will further strengthen
the already positive mo-

mentum_for the NDA
across Bihar.
Mr. Nabin, who is

contesting for the fifth

and waterways are con-
necting every corner of
Bihar. The Ialdia—Ayo-
dhya inland waterway is
the real Ganga of devel-
opment,” he said.

Yogi reminded voters
of Bihar's violent past
under the RJD govern-
ment. “Between 1992
and 2005, Bihar was
known for massacres,
kidnappings, and law-
lessness. More than 60
caste massacres and
30,000 kidnappings
took place. Traders were
unsafe, daughters were
afraid to step out, and
youth were forced to mi-
grate. That was RID's
Bihar,” he said.

He credited Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar for
ending the mafia raj and
Prime Minister Modi
for aceelerating Bihar's
growth while respecting
its heritage. “Now, the
same people responsible
for Bihar’s ruin have re-
turned to deceive again,”
Yogi warned.

Reacting sharply to
Yogi's remarks, Sama-
jwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav hit back
on social media platform
X, writing, “Those who
are Ek Rangi hain, Lak-
in Apne Rajneeti-Sama-
jik Tirangi Chal-Chalan
me swyam me ' Bho-
gi, Lobhi, our Dhon-
gi" ki Tikri hain, woh
Bihar ko nahi Bhatka
Sakenge(one-colored
themselves but act like
a tricolor in their polit-
ical and social behav-
ior are actually the trio
of ‘pleasure-seekers,
greedy, and hypoerites.’
They won’t be able to
mislead Bihar.”

Drawing a histori-
cal parallel, he invoked
the legacy of Loknayak
Jayaprakash ~ Narayan.
“Whenever  democra-
cy was attacked, Bihar
raised its voice. Under
JP's  leadership, the
youth of Bihar uproot-
ed Congresea dictator-
ship,” Yogi said. “Those

name even
build a hospital for his
wife. We built a 100-
bed hospital in Sitab
Diara in her name —
that's the difference be-
tween those who hon-
our legacies and those
who forget them.”

Emphasizing the deep
cultural and emotion-
al ties between Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar, Yogi
said the two states share
a “Roti-Beti” relationship
that dates back to Treta
Yuga. “When UP pro-
gresses, Bihar also moves
forward,” he said.

Listing a series of
infrastructure and in-
stitutional projects, he
said the NDA govern-
ment was empowering
Bihar with metro net-
works, new airports,
inland waterways,
NITs, IIMs, AIIMS, and
smart cities. “Now Bi-
har is moving toward
becoming a semicon-
ductor hub — this is the
new Bihar that India is
proud of," he said.

Yogi also targeted
left-wing outfits, vow-
ing to eliminate Naxal-
ism. “By 2026, Naxal-
ism will be wiped out
from India, In Bihar
too, CPI-ML must not
be allowed to rise again

- they spread anarchy
and protect mafias,” he
said.
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ive time from
Bankipur constituency,
said that the alliance’s
quick and transparent
decision on seat-sharing
has given a major boost
to the campaign. He ex-
pressed confidence that
the NDA will secure over
200 seats in the upcom-
ing elections.

“The NDA's prompt
decision on seat-sharing
has given the campaign
a strong push. The peo-

ple of Bihar have con-
sistently’ supported us
because they have wit-
nessed visible change on
the ground — from bet-
ter roads and bridges to
improved connectivity,
education reforms, and

Entrepreneurs investing in
India because it is most
attractive destination: OM Birla

Kolkata

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla on Monday said en-
trepreneurs from across
the world are investing
in India, describing it
as the most attractive
investment destination,
as every requirement for
doing business is availa-
ble in the country.

"The amount of human
resources that our coun-
try has, along with rapid
infrastructural progress
and excellent road and
rail connectivity, reflects
India's pace of develop-
ment," Birla said.

He was addressing a
session in Kolkata to
mark the launch of the
125th anniversary cel-
ebrations of the Bharat
Chamber of Commerce,

"They (entrepreneurs)
feel India is the most
attractive  investment
destination as every re-
quirement is available
here," Birla said, adding
that a vibrant democra-
ey has played a key role
in boosting confidence
among investors.

Democracy has flour-
ished in India except
for a few brief periods,
Birla said, adding that

| &
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public participation in
elections has steadily
increased since the first
general elections in 1952,
He said technology
and connectivity have
reached the last village
of the country.
Addressing  industry
concerns over bureau-
cratie hurdles, Birla said
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has nswred
steps to ensure m.im
mum government” and

"maximum governance”.

“This change will be

visible very soon," he
added.

Birla said India will be
the largest hub of clean
and green energy, as-
serting that the country
is rapidly advancing in
the pharmaceutical, ag-
rieulture and technology
sectors,

social welfare schemes,”
Mr. Nabin said. “We
have delivered stabili-
ty, development, and a
clear vision for Bihar's
future, Our government
believes in performance,
not promises.”

Criticising RJD lead-
er Tejashwi Yadav, he
said the Opposition has
failed to offer any cred-
ible roadmap for devel-
apment,

“Tejashwi Yadav ear-
lier promised one gov-

Minister confident
that PM's Patna rally
will  energise the
campaign and reaffirm
public trust in NDA's
development agenda

ernment job per family
in Bihar — which is com-
pletely impractical. Real-
ising this, he later prom-
ised 30,000-jobs to woo
voters. These are empty
promises without a real-
istic plan,” he remarked.
Discussing  his  ap-
proach this time, Mr.
Nabin said his campaign
focuses on grassroots
engagement and tech-
nology-driven  delivery
of welfare schemes.
“Over the years, I've
learned to listen more
closely to people’s voices.
Their expectations have
evolved, and so has my
approach. The young en-
ergy and aspirations of
Bihar inspire me to keep
evolving,” he added.

Highlighting the gov-
ernment's initiatives for
women  empowerment,
Mr. Nabin said that pro-
grammes such as Jeevi-
ka, Kanya Utthan Yoja-
na, and reservation in
local bodies have trans-
formed the State’s sacial
fabric.

“Women are now ac-
tive participants in gov-
ernance and change.
Their support will once
again play a decisive role
in ensuring NDA's victo-
ry,” he said confidently.

Reiterating his opti-
mism, the BJP leader
and key strategist said
that the “Modi factor”
continues  to  inspire
public confidence.

“The atmosphere on

e ground is over-
whelmingly positive,
With the Prime Minis-
ter’s rally and the peo-
ple’s trust in our perfor-
mance, T have no doubt
— the NDA will cross the
200-seal mark and re-
turn with a strong man-
date,” he asserted.

Kharge used 'objectionable

language' against PM: BJP

ATl

Patna

BJP national spokesper-

son Sudhanshu Trivedi
on Monday criticised
president

Kharge
for allegedly using "ob-
jectionable  language"
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Earlier in the day,
Kharge used the phrase
‘jhooton ke sardar’ (lead-
er of liars) to describe
Modi at a press confer-
ence in Patna.

Speaking to reporters
here, Trivedi said, "Un-
der the NDA rule, Bi-
har's per capita income
increased from Rs 6,900
to Rs 67,000, GSDP
grew from Rs 23,000
crore to Rs 3.17 lakh
crore, and an electrici-
ty cover (proportion of
households that have
electricity  connection
vis-a-vis total number of
households) increased
from 22 per cent to 100
per cent... I want to ask
Kharge ji if all these
facts are lies."

Trivedi alleged that
the INDIA bloc leaders
were suffering from a
paradox.

"In March 2013, the
then PM Manmohan
Singh had lauded Nitish
Kumar's developmental
works and said Bihar
was the fastest-growing

state in India... was it a
lie?" he asked.

Trivedi claimed that
Congress
ter the Union Budget
2025-26, stated that "a
large part of the budget
was dedicated to Bihar,
lemng little for other
states’.

BJP flags 'irregularities' in issuance of papers
used for WB voter enrolment seeks strict scrutiny

The BJP approached the
Election Commission on
Monday, alleging "se-
rious irregularities” in
the issuance and au-
thentication of various
documents used for vot-
er registration in West
Bengal and demanded
their enhanced serutiny
during the SIR of elec-
toral rolls.

A BJP delegation com-
prising the party's West
Bengal president Samik
Bhattacharya, and elec-
tion in-charge and for-
mer Tripura chief min-
ister Biplab Deb, also
urged the poll panel to
look into the reports of
various instances of "vi-
olence and intimidation"
by ruling TMC leaders in
‘West Bengal.

In its memorandum to
the poll panel, the BJP
delegation flagged "seri-
ous irregularities" in the
issuance and authenti-
cation of birth certifi-
cates, permanent resi-
dence certificates, forest
rights certificates, caste
certificates, land and
house allotment certifi-
cates and preparation of
family registers, which
are heing used for voter
registration in the state.

"Given the extensive
manipulation of docu-
mentary  mechanisms
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West Bengal president Samil Bhatmcharya

and the compromised
state machinery, it is
crucial that the forth-
coming special intensive
revision (SIR) in West
Bengal be conducted un-
der enhanced scrutiny
and independent verifi-
cation," the BJP delega-
tion demanded.
Acceptance of docu-
ments without such safe-
guards would defeat the
objective of maintaining
a "clean and legitimate"
electoral roll, it added.
After the meeting, the
BJP's in-charge for West
Bengal, Amit Malviya,
told reporters that the
party delegation met the
Llection Commission to
impress upon the need
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to review the documen-
tation for SIR in the
stite.

"We presented to the
commission  point-by-
point details on how ir-
regular documents are
being issued in West
Bengal to regularise il-
legal infiltration in the
state,”  said Malviya,
who was also part of the
delegation.

He remarked, "We
have seen how docu-
ments issued in West
Bengal have been found
in possession of infiltra-
tors across the country."

The BJP leader alleged
that the Mamata Baner-
Jjee administration, from
time to time, issued sev-

A8, Sector 7,
15799941, Mol 13
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eral documents bearing
signatures of officers
who are not authorised
to "release or sign those
documents'.

This has created a
situation where every
document needs to be
vetted by the EC, he said.
"The Election Commis-
sion has taken note of
our request and assured
that they will ensure
the sanctity of the doc-
uments is maintained,"
Malviya added.

The Election Commis-
sion has announced that
it will conduet phase two
of the special intensive
revision of electoral rolls
in 12 states and Union
Territories between No-
vember and February.

The states and Un-
ion Territories are: the
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Lakshadweep,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gu-
jarat, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Puducherry,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh and West
Bengal.

In its memorandum to
the poll panel, the BJP
claimed "large-scale" is-
suance of "forged and
backdated” certificates,
particularly through the
state government initia-
tives such as the ‘Duare
Sarkar' drive, to "infil-
trators".

leaders, af-
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Some of the Congress
leaders, he claimed,
"went on to remark sar-
castically that they could
not figure out if that was
a budget for the nation
or Bihar".

"And now, they say
that nothing has been
given to Bihar... Which
is a lie? Their remarks
then or now?" he asked.

‘The BJP leader alleged
that it is the "very char-
acteristic of the Con-
gress to change colours

over time, with the only
constant being their ten-
dency to lie".

Taking a dig at INDIA
bloc leaders, he said.
"Those suffering from
mght blindness have no
cure.

He said, "One can
clearly see the differ-
ence when they arrive
at Patna airport or trav-
el through the roads of
the state. Bihar's devel-
cpment is as clear as a
mirror.

There are two AIIMS
in Bihar, multiple 1Ts,
and a medical college is
being planned in each
district of Bihar, the BJP
leader said.

Alleging  that Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi mocked the Chhath
festival by terming it
a "drama”, Trivedi said,
"Chhathi Maivya will
teach them a lesson in
this election.”

He said that in Bihar
polls, people will reject
"certified lars" who are
charged with corruption
and vote "the time-test-
ed duo of Nitish Kumar
and Narendra Modi" to
power.

AAP terms
Delhi pollution
a public health

emergency

New Delhi

The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty on Monday slammed
the Delhi government for
"complete failure" in con-
trolling pollution, saying
that there was a "public
health emergency” in the
national capital.

The BJP hit hack at the
opposition party, saying
the \A.P s stalements on

paﬂutlun were

BJP's Delhi unit pres-
ident Virendra Sach-
deva said while Delhi's
pellution is "somewhat
concerning”, residents
understand  that the
city's air quality has "im-
proved over the past few
vears". The BJP formed
the government in Delhi
after defeating the AAP
in the assembly polls
earlier this year.

In a post on X, for-
mer Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal said the
"four-engine government
has ruined everything".
The AAP refers to the
Delhi government, Cen-
tre and the MCD under
the BJP as well as the
office of the lieutenant
governor — a central
government appointee —
as the "four-engine gov-
ernment”.

"1 appeal to the people
of Delhi to take care of
themselves - this gov-
ernment is not going to
do anything for you,” he
posted on X in Hindi.

Senior AAP leaders
said the capital is "gasp-
ing for breath” while BJP
ministers remain busy
with election campaigns
in Bihar,

AAP's Delhi unit presi-
dent Saurabh Bharadwaj
said residents can no
longer breathe the city’s
"poisonous” air, which has
forced "Warrior Moms'
- a collective of mothers
fighting for children's
right to breathe clean air
- to write to the health
minister,

"..during this health
emergency, Delhi's
health minister and oth-
er BJP ministers have
been busy in Bihar for
the past several days,"
he said.

Former deputy CM
Manish Sisodia said Del-
hi is facing a full-fledged
public health emergen-
cy. "The truth is, it is
not Delhi’s air but the
BJP's mindset that has
become toxic,” he said
onX.

SC upholds NCLAT's decision giving
go-ahead to Aakash for EGM on rights issue

 NewDelhi
The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed a
plea filed by Glas Trust,
the US-based largest
creditor of Think &
Learn Pvt Ltd, chal-
lenging an order of the
NCLAT that allowed the
Aakash Educational Ser-
viees Ltd (AESL) to hold
its Extraordinary Gener-
al Meeting (EGM) for a
rights issue.

A bench of Justices
P S Narasimha and A
S Chandurkar upheld
the October 28 order of
the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT).

Reacting to the order,
Sanjay Garg, Head-Le-
gal of AESL, said, "Akash
Educational ~ Services
Limited has a proud
legacy of empowering
students and shaping
India's academic excel-
lence for over three dec-

ades.
"We  welcome the
Hon'ble Supreme

Court's dismissal of the
Civil Appeals filed by
GLAS Trust and the RP,
which sought to misuse
insolvency proceedings
to disrupt this Tlegacy.
This judgment reaffirms
the strength of our po-
sition and upholds the
integrity of the legal pro-
cess. Aakash remains
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committed to its mis-
sion of delivering quality
education with trust and
excellence," he said.

A two-member Chen-
nai-based  bench  of
the NCLAT had said it
"hardly finds a reason to
hold that Glas Trust has
established a prima fa-
cie case for granting an
injunction”.

Rejecting the plea of
Glas Trust, the National
Company Law Appel-
late Tribunal had said
the Insolvency & Bank-
ruptcaf Code (IBC) is a
"blood thirsty” law that
"authorises interference
in the internal affairs of
a company in which a
Corporate Debtor (CD)
may hold some shares".

Glas  Trust, which
OWNs over o per cent
of the voting shares in
the CoC of TLPL, had
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submitted that if the
share capital of AESL is
allowed to be increased,
it would not only reduce
the valuation of shares
of TLPL, but also reduce
the percentage of shares,

TLPL owns the in-
solveney-bound edtech
firm Byju's.

Rejecting Glas Trust's
petition, the NCLAT said
it is true that the IBC
aims to maximise the as-
set value of the company
as TLPLis going through
insolvency processes but

“it has not sanctioned the

idea that every compa-
ny in which the CD has
a shareholding should
sacrifice its own interest
to stay, grow and sustain
itself commercially for
the benefit of the CD".

Glas  Trust, which
owns over 90 per cent
voting rights in the com-
mittee of creditors of
Byju's, had filed an ap-
plication before the ap-
pellate tribunal against
an earlier order passed
by the Bengaluru bench
of the NCLT,

Moreover, in this
matter, TLPL has also
moved the NCLAT. It
had filed an appeal
against the NCLT order,
which last week declined
its plea to restrain AESL
from convening its EGM
for the rights issue.
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Farmers continue

TOP STORY, DeiHi, Tuesoay 04, Novemser 2025

Haze blankets Delhi as air
quality remains 'very poor’

protest against
Noida Authority
Noida New Dethi
The Bharatiya Kisan Union's thick Tayer of haze
protest continued for the enveloped the na-

fifth day here on Monday.
The farmers from 81 vil-
lages reached the authority
office on Monday. After two
failed talks, the panchayat
started again today.

The farmers held talks
with the autherity officials
concerned for about three
hours. But the authority
could notreach a consensus
on the farmers' demands.
Meanwhile, there was a
scuffle and pushing between
the protesting farmers and
the police. Due to which the
angry farmers tried to
forcibly enter the anthority's
gate.

On this development , Vi-
mal Tyagi, national presi-
dent ofthe Bharativa Kisan
Union Manch, said, "The
Noida Authority should not
make the mistake of taking
the farmers lightly. This
time, the farmers will return
only after securing their
rights from the authority.
This time, the farmers will
not end their protest on as-
surances, no matter how
long the protest has to be
continued.

The farmers will not back
down. They had already
announced that a panchay-
at would be held at the Noi-
da Authority on Monday,
where decisions would be
made on how to proceed
with the protest.”

However, the police,
meanwhile , tried to pacify
the farmers. After this, the
farmers' group calmed down
and resumed their protest.
The farmers said they want-
ed to meet the CEO. The
protest will continue until
theirdemands aremet. They
should also be given an ap-
pointment to meetwith the
chairman. After some
jostling, the farmers have
peacefully settled down
there.

Noida Authority's OSD
Kranti Shekhar, Arvind Ku-
mar and DGM Vijay Rawal
were presentat the protest
site.

Noida Authority
foils attempt to
occupy Rohillapur
village land

According to the
sources, this land is
part of Khasra num-
bers 167 and 168. It is
being reported that
some people from
Shahpur village were
attempting to occupy
Khasra numbers 507
and 508 by erecting a
wall during daylight
and night.

Noida
The Noida Authority team
foiled an attempt to illegal-
ly occupy approximately
1800 square meter of land
belonging to the authority in
village Rohillapur.

According to the sources,
this land is part of Khasra
numbers 167 and 168. It is
being reported that some
people from Shahpur vil-
lage were attempting to oc-
cupy Khasra numbers 507
and 508 by erecting a wall
during daylight and night.

Upon receiving informa-
tion, a team of officials con-
cerned from the authority
reached the spot. During
this, some people even
tried to threaten the au-
thority personnel, due to
which the police had to be
called. Taking action with
the help of sector-126 po-
Tice station, the walls were
removed and the attempt
of encroachment was
foiled.

This land is worth crores
of rupees. The offficials
concerned asserted that if
action had not been taken
in time, land worth about
Rs 25 crore could have
been illegally occupied.

tional capital on

onday, with the

air quality remaining in the

"very poor" category and

very likely to deteriorate to
"severe" on Tuesday.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Delhi recorded an
overall Air Quality Index
(AQI) of 309 at 4 pm, indi-
cating persistent pollution
levels.

Burari was in the "severe"
category with a reading of
400, followed by Wazirpur,
which recorded 390. Addi-
tionally, 23 monitoring sta-
tions recorded "very poor"
air quality, with readings
above 300, as shown on the
CPCB's Sameer app.

According to the Air Qual-
ity Early Warning System
(AQEWS) for Delhi, the
wind speed dropped below

8 km/h from the northwest
direction during the evening
and night hours, reducing
the dispersion of pollutants.
It added that a ventilation
index lower than 6,000
m?2/s and wind speeds less
than 10 km/h are un-
favourable for pollutant dis-
persal.

The air quality is likely to
remain in the "severe” cat-
egory on Tuesday, AQEWS
said.

The PM2.5 concentration

CM Gupta to undertake
a three-day intensive
campaign in Bihar

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta will start a three-day
campaign in Bihar for the
ongoing Assembly elec-
tions. She will visit 12to 15
Assembly constituencies to
support NDA candidates.

During her trip, she will
hold public meetings and
participate in roadshows
alongside senior leaders
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party and other allies.

This is her third cam-
paign visit to Bihar, and it
is expected to be very in-
tense. She will arrive in
Patna on the evening of
November 3 and will ad-

stood at 155 micrograms
per cubic metre and PM1o
at278. PM2 .5 refers tofine
inhalable particles with di-
ameters that are 2.5 mi-
crometres or smaller, while
PM1o includes slightly larg-
er particles up to 10 mi
crometres in diameter, ac-
cording to the CPCB.

At such levels, these pol-
lutants can cause breath-
ing discomfort, especially
among people with lung or
‘heart diseases, children, and

the elderly.

An AQIbetween 0 and 50
is considered "good", 51 to
100 "satisfactory”, 101 to
200 "moderate”, 201 to 300
"poor”, 301 to 400 "very
poor”, and 401 to 500 "se-

perature was recorded at
315 degrees Celsius, 0.2
notches above the seasonal
average, while the mini-
mum temperature settled
at 17.9 degrees Celsius, 1.9
notches above the season's
average, according to the
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD).

Humidity was recorded
at 58 per cent at 5.30 pm.

The weather office has
forecast mist for Tuesday
morning, with the maxi-
mum and minimum tem-
peratures likely to hover
around 29 degrees Celsius
and 18 degrees Celsius, re-
spectively.

Delhi pollution now a public

health emergency: AAP

New Delhi

The Aam Aadmi Party on
Monday slammed the Delhi
government for "complete
failure" in controlling pollu-
tion, saying thatthere was a
"public health emergency” in
the national capital.

There was no immediate
reaction from the BJP.

In a post on X, former

Delhi chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal said the "four-en-
gine government has ruined
everything".
“Tappeal to the people of
Delhi to take care of them-
selves - this government is
not going to do anything for
you," he posted on Xin Hin-
di.

Senior AAP leaders said
the capital is "gasping for
breath” while BJP minis-
ters remain busy with elec-
tion campaigns in Bihar.

AAP's Delhi unit presi-
dent Saurabh Bharadwaj
said residents cannolonger
breathe the city’s "poiso-
nous" air, which has forced

‘Warrior Moms' -- a collec-
tive of mothers fighting for
children's right to breathe
clean air — to write to the
health minister.

"...during this health
emergency, Delhi’s health
minister and other BJP min-
isters have been busy in Bi-
har for the past several
days," he said.

Former deputy CM Man-
ish Sisodia said Delhiis fac-
ing a full-fledged public
health emergency. "The
truth is, it is not Delhi's air
but the BJP’s mindset that
has become toxic,” he said
onX.

Delhi government aims to transform
Yamuna in three years says Verma

New Delhi

During her trip, she
will hold public meet-
ings and participate in
roadshows alongside
senior leaders from
the Bharatiya Janata
Party and other allies.

dress a rally in the
Bankipur Assembly con-
stituency that night.

On November 4, she will
campaign in areas like Si-
wan, Barharia, and Baikun-
thpur. The following day,
she will cover the Gaura
Bauram, Arwal, Gaya City,
and Aurangabad con-
stituencies.

The Delhi government is
continuously working to
clean Yamuna river and will
change the picture in three
years, Minister for Water
Parvesh Verma said on
Monday.

Hewas attending the two-
day Yamunotsav 2025, a
public awareness pro-
gramme organised by the
Delhi government and NGO
Yamuna Sansad at Vasudev
Ghat near Kashmere Gate.

"Inthe last eight months,
we have done unbelievable
work for cleaning Yamuna.
‘We will change the picture
in the next three years,”
Verma said.

On the second day of Ya-

Over 500 vehicles below BS-IV

emission standards denied entry in Delhi

More than 500 vel
low BS-IV norms were
tumed back from Delhi's
borders after the ban on
the entry of commercial
goods vehicles compliant
with BS-III or lower emis-
sion standards came into
force inthe national capital.

The ban on the entry of
such vehicles kicked in on
Saturday.

According to data shared
by the transport depart-
ment, 266 vehicles were
returned on the first day,
followed by 179 on Sunday
and 68 on Monday.

Transport department
and traffic police teams
have been deployed at Del-

hi's borders.

The transport depart-
ment, in collaboration with
the traffic police, has
formed 23 teams for en-
forcement purposes, offi-
cials said.

People want clean air
not excuses Rahul slams
BJP over Delhi pollution

New Delhi

list near the

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday raised
concern over the worsening
air quality in the national
capital, saying with both the
Centre and Delhi under BJP
rule, people expect clean air
instead of excuses.

In a post in Hindi on X,
Gandhi said Delhi's airis be-
coming "increasingly poi-
sonous”, but the BJP gov-
ernments keep changing
their excuses.

"Year after year, Delhi's
air is becoming increasing-
ly poisonous, but BJP gov-
ernments just keep chang-
ing their excuses. Now, both
at the Centre and in Delhi,
it's their own government in
power. No excuses now, the
public wants clean air," he
said in his post.

Gandhi shared an over
eight-minute video in which
he is seen discussing the is-
sue of air pollution with an

India Gate complex here
early in the morning,

Gandhi is heard saying
in the video, "I have been
having breathing issues and
my eyes are burning. The
last week has been terri-
ble."

He remarked that while
the damage caused by air
pollution continues
throughout the year, people
tend to realise its effects
only during this period.

Gandhi mentioned that
he had considered shifting
his mother -- former Con-
gress president Sonia Gand-
hi — out of Delhi during
this period due to the rising
levels of air pollution.

He also sought to know
the primary reason for the
rising pollution levels in
Delhi and whether only
farmers and vehicular pol-
Tution were to be blamed for
the crisis.

g

The 23 locations where
the teams have been de-
ployed include the Kundli
border, the Rajokri border,
the Tikri border, the Aya
Nagar border, the Kalindi
Kunj border, the Auchandi

>3-

munotsay, experts ex-
pressed concerns that the
river water is currently un-
suitable to cater to the needs
of Delhi residents.

The second day of the
programme began with a
band performance by 101 Jal

border, Mandoli, Ka-
pashera and the Bajghera
toll or Dwarka Expressway,
they said.

According to the officials,
an estimated 50,000 to
70,000 vehicles in Delhi
are below BS-1IV emission
standards.

There are no restrictions
on the entry of commercial
goods vehicles registered
in Delhi, BS-VI compliant
diesel vehicles, BS-IV com-
pliant diesel vehicles, until
October 31, 2026, or vehi-
cles running on CNG, LNG,
orelectricity.

The AQI on Monday was
recorded at 309, declining
from Sunday, when it stood
at 366.

Sahelis (water sisters) who
came from Bundelkhand.
Delhi BJP president Viren-
dra Sachdeva, who also par-
ticipated in the event, said
that the saffron party came
to power in Delhi due to "
the blessing of Yamuna'.

“Now, the Delhi govern-
ment is working sincerely to
dlean up the river. The re-
sults are tangible in just
eight months. That's why
this year the devotees could
take a holy dip in Yamuna
during Chhath Puja,"
Sachdeva said.

He said meaningful dis-
cussions are taking place
at the Yamuna Conclave,
which will provide further
guidance to the govern-
ment.

Yamuna Sansad conven-
er Ravishankar Tiwari b
"This event would hopeful-
ly be a milestone in the di-
rection of restoring Yamu-
na's continuous flow and
i

Two died after inhaling
toxic gas from septic
tank at Noida residence

Noida

Two brothers died, while
another man fell ill, on
Monday after inhaling
toxic gas from a septic
tank in a house in Gautam
Buddh Nagar district, po-
lice said.

According to an offi-
ial, the incident occurred
in Chotpur Colony under
Sector 63 police station
limits after one of the de-
ceased, Chandrabhan
(40), fell into a septic tank
after its stone lid col-
lapsed.

Raju, his brother, also
jumped into the tank to
save him, but both fell
unconscious.

Officers to face action for cost escalations
under new PWD arbitration guidelines

New Delhi

The Public Works Depart-
ment has issued fresh arbi-
tration guidelines under
which lapses by erring offi-
cers will be identified and re-
sponsibility fixed, in any
projects where cost esca-
lates, according to the stan-
dard operating procedure,
officials said on Monday.

Earlier this year, the de-
partment removed the arbi-
tration clause from its con-
tracts and tenders, which
means in case of any dispute
between the PWD and a pri-
vate contractor, the matter
will be dealt with only in the
courts.

However, it continues to
deal with claims arising from
old agreements.

“In all arbitration cases
where awards of the arbi-
trator go against the de-
partment, detailed reasons
andlapses, ifany, on the part
of concerned officials due to
which the awards have gone
against the department
should be examined in detail

by the chief engineer con-
cerned,"” the new SOP, re-
leased on October 31, stated.

The chief engineer is re-
quired to send recommen-
dations to the administrative
secretary regarding fixing
responsibilityand initiating
action against the erring of-
ficers if the amount of the ar-
bitral award exceeds 10 per
cent of the work cost, it
added.

The PWD, which executes
several infrastructure proj-
ects for client departments
such as health, education,
Thome, and judiciary, has to
secure funds from the re-

spective departments to pay
arbitration awards, if any,
decided against the govern-
ment.

The government said in
the Barapullah Phase 3 proj-
ect, it lost Rs 300 crore be-
cause the PWD did not file
an appeal against the arbi-
tration order, allowing the
private company to benefit.

The PWD has also direct-
ed its officials to ensure that
client departments pay for
arbitration awards in old
cases. If they refuse, those
departments should be
made parties in court pro-
ceedings.

The official said when
their neighbour Hemant
Singh tried to enter the
tank to help them, he too
got affected by the poi-
sonous gas and is present-
ly undergoing treatment.

On receiving the infor-
mation, the police
reached the spot, cut the
floor of the septic tank
with a power tool and re-
covered the brothers,
rushing them to the Noi-
da district hospital, where
doctors declared both of
them dead.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis for General Information
that |, Manish Kumar Lachhi-
ramka /0 Binod Kumar Lach-
hiramka R/o C4-505,
Panchsheel Greens-1, Sector-
168, Greater Noida West,
Distt: Gautam Buddha Nagar,
U.p.-201009 do hereby declare
that my name has been wrong-
ly written as Manish Kumar
Lakhiramka in my driving li-
cence record (DL-No JH-
2120080015403). The actual
name of mine Is Manish Kumar
Lachhiramka as of my Aadhaar
Card respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

Itis to inform the Public at
large that my cliente Smt. Phul-
wati, W/o Late Umrao Singh,
R/o. F-483, Madipur Colony,
West Delhi, Delhi-110063 has
disowned her son namely
Rakesh his wife namely Poon-
am and their children namely
Simranand Himanshu, from all
moveable and immoveable
properties and severed all her
relations from them, due to
their disobedient and ill behav-
for. Anyone dealing with them
may doso at his/her own risk
and consequences and my
cliente shall not be responsible
for thatin any manner whatso-
ever.

Dev Bharti

Advocate

Chamber No. ¥-36, Civil
Wings, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi-
110054

Be it known to the publicat
large that my clients Dinesh
Kumar Mishra and Smt. Manju
(Both Husband and wife) Per-
manent Resident Ganesh Pur,
Dhama Chauri, Balram Pur
Having Shivpura Uttar Pradesh
Presently residing at Pocket 2,
House No. 599,3rd Flaor
Paschim Puri New Delhi has
disown and debar their Son
Harshit Kumar Mishra and
daughterin law Shiva Tripathi
from their all movable and im-
movable properties/assets and
breaks all kind of relation with
them due to their uncontrolled
behaviour and disrespect atti-
tude. If any one deals with
them may do so at their own
cost and consequences, My
clients and theirany of the
family members shall not be
responsible for their any
wrongful act or deed.

DEEP CHAAVAKARNIYA
Advocate

€-248, C.L Joseph Block Tis
Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054

Main Administra
Webs

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

uilding, Sector-5, Noida, 6.B. Nagar, (U.P.)
vww_noidaauthorityonline. in

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with
UPLC Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can
be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded as per
schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders
are available on Noida Authority's official website:
www.noidaauthorityonline.in & https://etender.up.nic.in.
Please ensure to see these websites for any changes/
amendments & corrigendum etc.

MC.

1. Job No.

AMC of 3KVA Satbilizer Qty. 80 (For 1 Year) cost Rs.
5,90,000/- Inclusive of GST.
Which can be uploaded by date 10/11/2025 upto 5.00 PM.

25-26,

11/11/2025at 11.00 AM.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

shall be op

on date
Manager (System)

1" CORRIGENDUM

: “Elactrical Sofar Plants with
other allied LC gate over,
DelhiDivision.”
Th asunder

Tender No:- 42-SRDEE-G-DLI-2025-26
Earfler published Amended
42-SRDEE-G-DLI-202526 | 42-SRDEE-G-DLI-2025-26

Name ofwork | TElectrcal work regarding | Electrical work regarding

Provision of Rooftop type Solar
Plants with other allied werks
at stations, service buldings,
residential bulldings and LG
gate over Delh Division”

Provision of Rooflop type Solar
Plants with other aliied works
at stations, sarvice buidings.
residential buiidings and LG
gate over Delhi Division”.

‘Approx. cost of the works In | Rs. 180849625.00 Re. 180840825 00
Address of the office Sr. Div. Elect. Engineer/ | Sr. Div. Elect, Engmnesr/
General, New Delhi. | General, New Delhi.

Bid Security Rs. 1054300,00 Rs. 1064300.00

Date & time of 04112025, 16.00 Hrs. | 07.11.2025, 16.00 Hrs.
iission of tender

Opening of tender 04.11.2025, 16,00 Hrs. | 07.11.2025, 16,00 Hrs.

The

the amended documents avallable on www.reps.govin and submil your offer
accordingly. Tender No. 42-SRDEE-G-DLI-2025-26

3410/2025
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Shyam Lal College organizes Two-
Day National Summit- SRINEP 2025

B The summit aims to strengthen the link between academic research and real-world applications, encouraging stu-
dents to think beyond textbooks and create solutions that contribute to a sustainable and self-reliant India.

TSN/New Delhi
hyam Lal College
(SLC), University of
Delhi in collabora-
tion with Internal
Quality Assurance Cell
(IQAC), Research and De-
velopment Centre (RDC) and
Institution Innovation Coun-
cil (IIC) with DRDO, TUAC,
IHC, CIC(DU), DU Research
Council, NTELIT & SEBI as
knowledge partners organ-
ized a Two-Day National
Summit- SRINEP 2025 (Stu-
dent Research and Innova-
tion under NEP) on on 31st
October and 15t November
2025.
Accredited with A++ and
a NIRF 43rd rank under the
able leadership of Prof. Rabi
Narayan Kar, the college has

alized by SLC is one of its
kind initiative that brings
together innovators, re-
searchers, industry profes-
stonals, and students to dis-

become a cornerstone of ac-  cuss the growing importance

ademic excellence and com-  of student led research & in-

munity connect. novation and Sm.rt Up jour-
Asthe New Pol-  ney tow: of

icy 2020 puts strong em-  Viksit Bharat.

phasis on holistic, multidis- The summit aims to

ciplinary and skill-based ed-  strengthen the link between

ucation, the college has been
a pioneer in smooth facilita-
tion of the same.

SRINEP 2025 conceptu-

academic research and real-
world applications, encour-
aging students to think be-
yond textbooks and create

Fraud trail ends in Pune,
Rs 47 Lakh recovered

Amar Saini
Noida
Tn a major breakthrough,
the Beta-2 Police have ex-
posed a cyber fraud worth
%75.57 lakh by arresting

the wanted accused.
Ganesh Suryakant Oti,
from Pune, Maharashtra.
The arrest marks a signif-
icant success for the police,
who had been tracking the
accused for several months.

According to officials,
the case dates back to
March 19, 2024, when the
victim received a phone
call from a person imper-
sonating a legitimate
source. During the call, the
accused managed to de-
ceitfully transfer ¥75.57
lakh from the victim's bank
account to his own through
an ITGS transaction. Fol-
lowing the incident, the
victim lodged a complaint
at Beta-2 Police Station,
after which an FIR was
registered and an inten-
sive investigation was
launched.

During the probe, the
accused was identified as
Ganesh Suryakant Oti, a
resident of Rajuriin Pune,

Maharashtra. Acting on
leads, a police team traced
his location and arrested
him from Pune on October
31, 2025, He was subse-
quently brought to Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar on tran-
sit remand for further
questioning.

Police have so far man-
aged to recover approxi-
mately 47 lakh from the
accused’s possession, and
efforts are underway to re-
cover the remaining
amount. The accused has
been booked under Sec-
tions 420, 467, 468, and
471 of the Indian Penal
Code for cheating, forgery,
and related offences.

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Additional DCP
Greater Noida, Sudhir Ku-
mar, said that the police are
continuing their investiga-
tion to trace other possible
accomplices and recover
the remaining defrauded
funds. He also urged citi-
zens to remain vigilantand
avoid sharing personal or
banking information over
phone calls to prevent
falling prey to such cyber
frauds.

solutions that contribute toa
sustainable and self-reliant
India.

Professor Avinash Chan-
dra Pandey, Director of
TUAC, New Delhi was the
Chief Guest and Dr. Chan-
drashekhar Buddha, CEO of
Anuvadini Al and Chief Co-
ordiiatiig Officéar of AICTE,
(MoE, Govt. of India) was the
Keynote Speaker during the
Insugurdl Session.of the
event.

Prof. Pandey delivered an
insightful address on Sus-

tainable Development and
Self-Reliance in Modern In-
dia and emphasized that
technological dependence
on foreign nations, especial-
ly for high-end todlslike ul-
traviolet lithography ma-
chines used in semiconduc-
tor production, must be re-
duced. He urged young re-
searchers to focus on practi-
cal, application-oriented re-
search, combining theoreti-
cal undersland ing wnh
hands-on experi

the audience with his talk on
Turning Skill into Skill Cap-
ital. He emphasized that
while India has immense
talent and innovation po-
tential, there is still a need to
channel this creativity into
impactful outcomes.

He highlighted that un-
der NEP 2020, education
must go hand in hand with
skills, innovation, and en-
trepreneurship. His words
motivated students to be-
come creators rather than
consumers of technology and
knowledge.

Prof. K.G. Suresh, Direc-
tor, India Habitat Centre,
Chief Guest for the Valedic-
tory Session on 1st Novern-
ber 2025 in his valedictory
address highlighted that SL.C
has always been a pioneer in
Research & Innovation and
‘many Start Ups have come
from SLC, the same is visi-
blein accreditation and high-
er rankings of the college by
various Govt. agencies from
time and again.

The key feature of the
event was th Idea.

tion, where innovators and
founders showcased their
innovative initiations, and
engaged in interactive dis-
cussions with experts and
peers, Applauding and ac-
knowledging the spirit of in-
quiry and innovation of the
young minds, Prof. Rabi
Narayan Kar, Principal-SLC
hlghhghtzd the importance
of organizing such events.
The event was jointly con-
ceptualized by IQAC led by
Prof. Kusha Tiwari, Dr. Niti
Agrawal, Research and De-
velopment Cell and Dr. Saub-
hagyalaxmi Singh, IIC.

The event successfully
brought together academia,
industry, and young innova-
tors on a single platform. It
not only showcased brilliant
ideas but also inspired stu-
dents to think independent-
ly, work sustainably, and
contribute to the vision of a
self-reliant India. SRINEP
2025 truly embodied the
spirit of the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020—encour-
aging skill-based learning,
research excellence, and en-

A

Grand Geeta Yuva Summit set
for November 6 at Talkatora

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
A Geeta Yuva Summit will
take place on November 6
at Talkatora Stadium,
aimed at helping students
combat despair and de-
pression.

The event will feature
guidance from Geeta
scholar Pujva Swami
Gyananand Ji Maharaj
and will welcome Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta
along with other notable
figures.

The summit is designed
to support youth facing
various challenges in to-
day's world, highlighting
the importance of instill-
ing good values and posi-
tive energy. Attendees will
include prominent per-
sonalities such as Union
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, RSS Co-
Sarkaryavah Arun Kumar,
and several university Vice
Ch. llors, among oth-

Dr. Buddha too inspired

RGCIRC hosts 12th

New Delhi

The Department of Nurs-
ing at RGCTRC (Rajiv Gand-
hi Cancer Institute & Re-
search Centre) successfully
hosted the 12th Annual In-
ternational Nursing Confer-
ence - NURSICON 2025,
held on 3ist October and
1st November, 2025in New
Delhi. Themed “Oncology
Nurses Leading Change: El-
evating Care, Rising
Stronger,” the 2-day con-
ference brought together on-
cology nurses, healthcare
professionals, academicians,
and researchers from India
and abroad, serving as a vi-
tal forum for exchanging
ideas, sharing experiences,
and highlighting the evolving
role of oncology nurses in
shaping the future of cancer
care.

Mrs. Evelyn P. Kannan,
Secretary General, The
Trained Nurses Association

oﬂ.ndm (TNAI) and a Board
Member, CNMF Asia Re-
gion, graced the conference
as the chief guest.

Day one focused on
strengthening critical areas
in oncology nursing, with
sessions comprising com-
petency-based training, ear-
Iy recognition and manage-
ment of sepsis, and new ap-
proaches to prevent
catheter-related infections
along with the cultural pro-

Incubation and Presenta-

trepreneurial growth.

ers, Dr, Ved Prakash Tan-

don, the Delhi State Head
of GO Geeta, mentioned
that extensive prepara-
tions have been made for
the event.

Prior to the summit, dis-
cussion sessions on the
Geeta were held at many
universities, and a Geeta
Knowledge Test was con-
ducted for students in
grades 11 and 12. A total of
3,484 students from 40
schools in the Delhi-NCR
area participated in this
exam, demonstrating
strong interest and per-
formance. Students who
made it to the merit list
‘will receive awards during
the ceremony.

Dr. Tandon encourages
the youth of Delhi and
NCR to take advantage of
this informative discus-
sion. The entire GO Geeta
team, including key mem-
bers like Dr. Markandey
Ahuja and Dr. Amit Bhal-
Ta, is dedicated to ensuring
the event's success.

international NURSICON 2025 in Delhi

NURSICON2027

gram. Experts highlighted

early identification of
chemotherapy-induced tox-
icities and strategies to re-
duce surgical site infections
and also spoke about the
use of smart pumps in infu-
sion therapy to enhance safe-
ty, ethical considerations in
end-of-life care, and ways to
strengthen empathy in nurs-
ing practice. The Skill Station
organised during the con-
ference offered hands-on

demonstrations, including
ostomy care and PICC tip
confirmation, which was fol-
lowed by a panel discussion
on leadership, exploring how
nurses can transform care by
leading with compassion.

Mr. D. S. Negi, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, RGCIRC,
said,“NURSICON 2025 re-
flects our strong belief that
oncology nurses are not just
caregivers, but also leaders,
educators, and innovators.
Theirrole in elevating cancer
care is indispensable. At
RGCIRC, we remain com-
mitted to creating platforms
that empower nurses with
advanced knowledge, prac-
tical skills, and leadership
opportunities. By investing
in nursing excellence, we
strengthen the very foun-
dation of cancer care.”

Day two started with ab-
stract presentation where
nurses presented their re-

Noida International University’s CSE
program earns NBA accreditation

Noida

Noida International Univer-
sity (NIU) has achieved a
prestigious milestone as its
Computer Science & Engi-
neering undergraduate pro-
gram has been accredited by
the National Board of Ac-
creditation (NBA), reaffirm-
ing NIU's commitment to
academic excellence, inno-
vation, and global standards
intechnical education.

The NBA accreditation rec-
ognizes programs that meet
rigorous benchmarks in cur-
riculum design, faculty ex-

-

3

o

pertise, research, and out-
come-based  education
NIU's program

(OBE).
earned this recognition after

DPCC poses nine questions on Gupta govt's
failure to control air and water pollution

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

=

The BJP government
had also made bom-

in every assembly con-
mtuenw and water-sprin-

Delhi Congress
Devender Yadav here on
Monday asked nine ques-
tions to Rekha Gupta gov-
emment on the failure to
control air and water pollu-
tion.

Yada raised questions like
how did Delhi become the
world's most polluted capital;
why 15 out of 100 deaths in
the capital are due to pollu-
tion; why did the Winter
Action Plan to contral pollu-
tion fail, and why Yamuna
was not deaned despite wast-
ing thousands of crores?

He further said that in
Delhi the AQI level crossed

bastic p about
cleaning the Yamuna
river, but the river
continues to be highly
toxic as ever. After
eight monthsin
power, the BJP gov-
ernment, headed by
CM Rekha Gupta, has
not fulfilled any of
these promises, he
added.

400 on more than 13 places

Vihar, Wazirpur,
‘vhmdka etc. Under the mis-
sion, the BJP said it will “de-
ploy road-sweeping machines

Kling in every mu-
DlL’lpd.I ward”. The BIP also
promised to deploy more
such machines in highly pol-
luted areas such as “Anand
Vihar, Mundka, RK Puram”
ete.

The BJP government had
also made bombastic prom-
ises about cleaning the Ya-
muna river, but the river
continues to be highly toxic as
ever. After eight months in
power, the BJP government,
headed by CM Rekha Gupta,
has not fulfilled any of these
promises, he added.

The other questions Ya-
davraised include despitethe

question raised by the ex-
perts of IIT Delhi and Kanpur
regarding the success of cloud
seeding, why cloud seeding
was done by wasting crores of
rupees of taxpayers; why did
the BJP-ruled Haryana, UP
and Rajasthan and the Aam
Aadmi Party-ruled Punjab
not take timely steps to stop
stubble burning ; why didn't
effectiveaction takento con-
trol pollution from vehicular
exhaust, broken roads and
construction dust particles ;
why 1o effective steps have
been taken to increase green
cover in Delhi and why have
the three garbage landfills
not yet been dismantled de-
spite tall claims?

adetailed multi-stage evalu-
ation, acknowledging its
strong academic foundation,
industryintegration, and re-
search-driven approach.
Dr. Devesh Kumar Singh,
Chairman, NIU, said, “Earn-
ing the NBA accreditation is
a proud moment for us. It
validates our commitment
to quality education and en-
hances our global standing.”
Prof. (Dr.) Uma Bhard-
waj, Vice Chancellor, added,
“This achi hiahti

velopment, empowering stu-

dents for global careers.”
The acereditation ensures
NIU graduates are globally
recognized and industry-
ready, enhancing opportu-
nities for placements, in-
ternships, and research col-
laborations. With this recog-
nition, NIU joins the ranks of
select private universities in
India whose engineering pro-
grams meetthe NBA's inter-
national standards, further
1ingits reputation

our dedication to outcome-
based learning and skill de-

as a center of excellence in
computerscience education.

YEIDA board meeting
likely to be held on Nov 7

Noida

The board meeting of the
Yamuna Expressway In-
dustrial Development Au-
thority (YEIDA) will be
held on November 7. Pro-
posals are being prepared
for this meeting.

Many proposals includ-
ing operation of hydro-
gen buses till Noida Air-
port, residential plot
scheme including Heritage
City will be passed to
name a few are expected
to be passed in the said
meet . Under the chair-
manship of YEIDA CEO
RK Singh, the officials
were busy preparing the
proposals on Monday.

This time the most im-

portant pmpnsa] in the
board meeting is about
operation of hydrogen
buses. The buses are to
be operated by mid-No-
vember this month. A pro-
posal has come from the
National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) to
run hydrogen buses in Ya-
muna City. This will also
give the city a new identi-
ty as a green transport
hub.The NTPC will ini-
tially deploy four luxury
AC buses with 45 seats.
These buses will be able to
travel approximately 600
km on a single hydrogen
refuelling. They will emit
only water vapour, pro-
ducing no pollution.

search papers in various do-
mains of nursing, it carried
forward the momentum
with a wide range of scien-
tific sessions. Experts dis-
cussed radiation-induced
toxicities, the role of nurses
in early detection and
screening of cervical and
ovarian cancers, and the use
of ECG-based technology
for PICC tip confirmation.
Sessions on clinical trials in
oncology shared insights
into bone marrow harvest-
ing, advanced dressings, and
1CU infection control strate-
gies, with each discussion re-
inforcing how oncology
nurses can strengthen safe-
ty, quality, and hope for pa-
tients at every stage of treat-
ment.

Speaking at the occasion,
Col. Madhumita Dhall, Di-
rector - Nursing at RGCIRC,
said, “Oncology nurses face
the harsh realities of cancer

withunflinching courage and
compassion every day. Our
role goes beyond dinical care.
‘We are listeners, advocates,
and a source of strength for
patients and their families.
This year, we are focusing
on how oncology nurses can
adapt to new technologies
and lead innovations in pa-
tient safety - while continuing
to uphold the human touch
that forms the heart of heal-
ing. Weare preparing a future
wherethe latest best practices
walk hand-in-hand with com-
passion, ensuring patients
receive the best possible on-
cological care.”

Inher closing remarks, she
praised the dedication and re-
silience of oncology nurses,
and recognised them as the
backbone of cancer care, ap-
plauding their ability to com-
‘bine skill, research, and com-
passion in ways that direct-
lyimpact patient outcomes.

NEA raises industrial
land issues at district

Ajeet Kumar
Gi

The Noida Entrepreneurs
Association (NEA) high-
lighted key industrial con-
cerns during a District Udyog
Bandhu meeting chaired by
District Magistrate Ms.
Megha Rupam at the Greater
Noida Industrial Develop-
ment Authority office in
Surajpur on Monday.

NEA President Mr. Vipin
Kumar Mathan presented
the challenges faced by en-
trepreneurs due to the cur-
rent e-auction system for in-
dustrial plots. He said that
the rates in e-auctions often
rise to ¥1—1.5 lakh per square
‘meter, significantly increas-
ing the cost of setting up
new industries. Earlier, the
lease rent was charged at
%25-30 per square meter
or 5 percent of the plot cost,
which made industrial de-
velopment more feasible.
Malhan urged that the lease
rent be fixed per square me-
ter rather than as a percent-
age of the plot cost to reduce
financial pressure on busi-

Udyog Bandhu Meet

nesses.

He also raised the long-
pending case of Sensors Em-
‘bedded Fluid Systems, which
was allotted Industrial Plot
No. 262 in Sector Ecotech~
3, Udyog Kendra Extension—
11, back in 2016. Despite
nine years having passed,
the company has not yetre-
ceived possession of the plot.
NEA requested that if the
Authority cannot hand over
theoriginal plot, the adjacent
Plot No. 259 should be al-
Totted instead, so that the
company can begin con-
struction and operations.

After hearing the con-
cerns, Ms. Rupam directed
officials to review the lease
rent policy and take prompt
action to resolve the plot
possession issue.,

The meeting was attended
by NEA President Mr. Vipin
Kumar Malhan, Senior Vice
Pregident Mr. Kapil Bhatia,
Vice President Mr. Rajendra
‘Mohan Jindal, Secretary Mr
Mayank Gupta, and mem-
bers Mr. Rajat Khurana and
Mr. Ashim Jagia.




Cuanpicarn/NCR

INS expresses
concern over
newspaper
delivery
disruptions in
Punjab on Nov 2

__ Chandigarh
The Indian Newspaper
Society has expressed
seripus concern  over
reports of disruption in
newspaper delivery in
Punjab on Sunday, ap-
parently due to inten-
sive police checking and
detention of vehicles for
several hours.

The opposition par-
ties in Punjab sought to
corner the AAP dispen-
sation over the incident,
terming it an attack on
press freedom and peo-
ple’s right to informa-
tion.

The Indian Newspa-
per Society (INS) sai
that while law enforce-
ment operations are
an essential part of the
safety and security of
the state, such actions
should not hinder news-
paper distribution, as
readers’ access to daily
news updates is integral
to press freedom and the
citizens’ Right to Infor-
mation.

INS Secretary General
Mary Paul has urged the
Punjab government to
take immediate steps to
issue necessary instruc-
tions to all field officers
to ensure smooth and
unhindered movement
of newspaper delivi
vehicles across the state
and prevent the recur-
rence of such disrup-
tions.

Notably, mnewspaper
deliveries were delayed
ats ﬁomcdglaces in Pun_nb
on Sunday morning af-
ter police conducted ve-
hicle checks, particularly
commercial transports,
during the intervening
night of Saturday and
Sunday.

Even though Punjab
Police clarified that it
undertook checking of
vehicles carrving various
items following specific
intelligence inputs, op-
position parties hit out
at the AAP government.

In a post on X, Con-
gress veteran Partap
Singh Bajwa said, “Raids
on newspaper delivery
vans across Punjab are
a chilling atrack on press
freedom.”

LG lays
foundation for
‘smart houses’
for cloudburst-
affected families
in Kishtwar

Jammu
Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant  Governor
Manoj Sinha on Mon-
day laid the foundation
stone for the constric-
tion of ‘smart houses’
for cloudburst=hit fami-
lies in Chisoti village of
Kishtwar district.

19 houses,
which were completely
d during the nat-
ster on August
14, will be rebuilt free
of cost with the support
of the High-range Rural
Development — Society
(HRDS India), a civil so-
ciety organisation.

‘The cloudburst also
killed 65 people, most-
ly pilgrims visiting the
Machail Mata shrine,
and left over 100 others
injured, while more than
30 people remain un-
traced.

Paying homage to
those who lost their lives
in the tragedy, the Lieu-
tenant Governor _said
the catastrophic floods
swept away precious
lives, wiped out several
homes, and tore through
infrastructure.

“I am hopeful that the
three-bedroom prefabri-
cated smart houses, for
which the foundation
stone was laid today, will
help bring the lives of
affected families back on
track,” he said, address-
ing the residents.
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PM Modi to attend Gita Mahotsav,
350th Shah1d1 Diwas Event in Kurukshetra

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
aryana
Minister ~ Nay-
ab Singh Saini

announced that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will visit Kurukshetra on
November 25 to partic-
ipate in the state-level
event commemorating
the 3s0th Shahidi Di-
was of Hind Ki Chadar,
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
Ji. The Prime Minister
will also take part in
the International Gita
Mahotsav  (IGM-2025),
which will be held from
November 15 to Decem-
ber 5.

'\ddlessmg a press
conference in Chandi-
garh on Monday, the
Chief Minister said that
this year's Gita Ma-
hotsav will be a 21-day
celebration of culture,
knowledge, and spirit-
uality. The event, spread
across the sacred Dhar-
makshetra—Kurukshetra
region, will highlight its
48-kos radius that en-
compasses 182 pilgrim-
age sites identified by
the Kurukshetra Devel-
opment Board.

Saini noted that the
International Gita Ma-
hotsay has evolved into
a global festival, having
been celebrated in Mau-
ritius, the United King-
dom, Canada, Australia,
Sri Lanka, and Indone-
sia. The increasing par-
ticipation of devotees
from India and abroad,
he said, reflects the
universal appeal of the
Bhagavad Gita’'s mes-
sage.

He announced that
Madhya Pradesh will be

Chief

“Haryana Chiof Minister; $h. Nayab Singh Saini addressing a press confirrence regarding the International Gita Mahotsav,
held in Chandigarh on November 3, 2025, Gits Manishi Swami Gyananand i Maharaj i also seen in the picture.

the partner state for this
vear's Mahotsav, bring-
ing with it a vibrant
showecase of its cultural
and spiritual heritage. A
dedicated pavilion from
Madhya Pradesh is be-
ing constructed at Puru-
shottam Pura Bagh near
Brahma Sarovar to offer
visitors an immersive
experience of the state’s
diverse traditions.

The Chief Minister
said the festival will be
formally  inaugurated
on November 24 with a
Gita Yagna and worship
ceremony at Brahma
Sarovar, followed by a
three-day International
Gita Seminar at Kuruk-
shetra University. The
seminar will feature 25
scholars from 16 coun-
tries, supported by the
Ministry of External Af-
fairs. Through the same
ministry, Gita Mahotsay
programs will also be
held in 51 countries and
streamed live.

Punjab govt launches
portal to streamline
pension services

Chandigarh
Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema on
Monday announced the
launch of the Pensioner
Sewa Portal, a one-stop
solution designed to
streamline services for
approximately 3.15 lakh
pensioners in the state.

The portal will auto-
mate the workflow of
pension disbursals and
provide a range of ser-
viees to pensioners and
family pensioners.
Cheema said the por-
tal will initially offer
some key services to
pensioners - submis-
sion of digital life certif-
icates through ‘“Jeevan
Pramaan’ mobile app,
application for conver-
sion of pension into
family pension through
the Succession Module,
application for availing
Leave Travel Conces-
sion, submission of pen-
sion-related grievances
through the grievances
module, and updation of
pensioner’s personal de-
tails through the Profile
Updation Module.

He said the process

to avail these services is
liimple and user-friend-
LV,

The pensioners can
register on the Pension-
er Sewa Portal by com-
pleting e-KYC through
the Aadhaar authentica-
tion facility in the portal.

“They can then access
these services from the
comfort of their homes
using a login ID on their
mobile phones, PCs or
laptops. They can also
avail these services by
visiting the nearest Sewa
Kendras, requesting for
home delivery of ser-
vice, concerned pension

isbursing banks, or
district treasury offices,”
Cheema said.

He said that the portal
is currently operational
only within India and
work is underway to en-
able e-KYC for NRI pen-
sioners.

Therefore, pensioners
residing abroad are not
required to complete
e-KYC in this initial
phase and will continue
to submit manual Life
Certificates as they have
done previously, he said.

Adding to the spiritual
fervour, twenty pandits
from Fiji and Trinidad
and Tobago will vis-
it Kurukshetra for two
days to take part in the
festivities. From No-
vember 26 to 30, Padma
Vibhushan  Rambhad-
racharya will conduct a
special Katha under the
aegis of Jeevo Geeta at
Purushottampura Bagh.
A Sant Sammelan will
follow on November
29, featuring saints and
spiritual leaders from
across the country, and
on November 30, the
All India Devasthanam
Conference will bring
together heads of major
religious institutions at
Kurukshetra University.

The Chief Minister
said that to engage dev-
otees globally, the Har-
vana Information and
Public Relations Depart-~
ment will run a dedi-
cated YouTube channel
during the festival. Dev-

otees will be encouraged
to share their reflec-
tions on verses from the
Bhagavad Gita, and the
most-viewed entry will
receive a cash prize of $1
lakh during the closing
ceremony.

A grand Gita Maha
Aarti will illuminate the
Brahma Sarovar every
evening from November
15 to December 5, while
cultural  performances
will be staged at various
pilgrimage sites across
the 48 Kos Kurukshetra
region. On December 1,
a Gita Yagva, Gita Path,
and Bhagwat Katha will
be held at Jyotisar Tira-
tha, accompanied by a
global recitation of the
Gita by 18,000 students
at the Theme Park, Ku-

kshetra. Millions of
devotees worldwide
are expected to join the
event online.

Saini_also_announced
a 48 Kos Tirtha Sam-
melan at Kurukshetra

Addressing a press
conference in Chan-
digarh on Monday,
the Chief Minister
said that this year’s
Gita Mahotsav will
be a 2i-day cele-
bration of culture,
knowledge, and
spirituality.

University, with repre-
sentatives from all 182
Tirtha Samitis partici-
pating. On December 1,
a grand Deepotsav will
be celebrated simulta-
neously at all pilgrimage
sites, accompanied by a
Gita Shobha Yatra,

As in previous years, a
Gita Book Fair will run
from November 24 to
December 1 at Brahma
Sarovar, alongside exhi-
bitions on public welfare
schemes, a craft fair, a
fun fair, and the tradi-
tional Balram Kushti
Dangal.

Extending the celebra-
tions beyond Kurukshet-
ra, the Chief Minister
said that district-level
events will also be held
across Haryana starting
November 28. On De-
cember 1, a Gita Shobha
Yatra will be organized
in every district, and
1,800 students will par-
hﬂpate in a sym
nized_recitation of ﬂlE‘

by lighting lamps clurmg

evening Deepotsavs at

local pilgrimage sites.
Agency

Haryana wage
revision 2025: Part-
Time & daily workers

Chandigarh.
The Haryana govern-
ment has revised the
wages of part-time and
daily-wage workers en-
gaged in various gov-
ernment  departments,
boards,  corporations,
and public undertakings
across the state.

The new wage struc-
ture will come into effect
from January 1, 2025.

According to a noti-
fication issued by the
Chief Secretary Anurag
Rastogi, the decision
to revise wages follows
numerous — representa-
tions from government
departments and organ-
izations requesting an
upward revision in the
remuneration for work-
ers employed on a part-
time or daily basis.

The notification  di-
vides the state into three
district categories for
determining wage rates.

This classification
takes into account so-
cio-economic and de-
velopmental differences
among districts. The
revised rates have been
prescribed for different
levels of workers under
each category.

In Category-1 distriets,
workers at Level 1 will
now receive a monthly
wage of Rs 19,900, a dai-
1y wage of Rs 765, and an
Thourly wage of Rs 96.

At Level 2, the monthly
wage has been fixed at Rs
23,400, with a daily wage
of Rs 9oo and an hourly
rate of Rs 113. For Level
3, the monthly wage will
be Rs 24,100, daily wage
Rs 927, and hourly wage

Punjab’s GST surge outpaces
nation threefold desplte floods

Chandigarh
Defying odds posed by
widespread floods and
recent tax rate ration-
alisations, Punjab has
posted an impressive
21.51 percent increase in
Net GST collections up
to October 2025—three
times higher than the
national average growth
rate of 7 percent. The
achievement under-
seores the state’s fiscal
resilience and effective
tax administration, Fi-
nance, Planning, Fxcise
and Taxation Minister
Advocate Harpal Singh
Cheema said in a state-
ment issued here on
Monday.

Cheema said that
from April to October
2025, Punjab collect-
ed 15,683.5¢ crore in
Net GST, compared to
%12,907.31 crore in the
same period last year—
an increase of 2,776
crore. He noted that the
growth rate during the
corresponding  period
of the previous financial
year stood at just 3.80
percent, highlighting the
state’s remarkable turn-

Purfab Nel GST Colect

0 Trend. FY 2024 ve FY 2023

around in 2025-26.

F¥or October 2025
alone, the state regis-
tered a Net GST collec-
tion of T2,359.16 crore,
up from T2,061.23 crore
in October 2024. The
T298 crore increase
translates to a 14.46
percent  year-on-year
growth, reflecting sus-
tained economic mo-
mentum even amid chal-
lenges.

Cheema said the surge
in GST revenue is par-
ticularly significan
en that several tax s

Punjab turns classrooms into startups: Mann launches

Staff Reporter

Chandigarh
In a move that could re-
define higher education
in India, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann has launched
an _ambitious initiative
called ‘Business Class’
— an Entrepreneurship
Mindset Course (EMC)
aimed at transforming
college students from
job seekers into job cre-
ators.

Inspired by ~Arvind
Kejriwal's education
model and aligned with
the National Education
Policy (NEP 2020), the
Punjab government has
made EMC a mandato-
1y subject in higher ed-
ucation. Starting from
the 2025-26 academic
session, it has been in-
troduced in major cours-
es such as BBA, BCom,
BTech and BVoc. Nearly

1.5 lakh students across
20 universities, 320 [Tls
and g1 polytechnic in-
stitutions have already
enrolled in the program.
“Now every vouth of
Punjab will become an
entrepreneur, and every
college will become
the birthplace of new
businesses,” said Chief
Minister Mann while
launching the initiative.
Based on the success-
ful Punjab Business
Blasters model, the pro-
gram encourages stu-
dents to develop and
test business ideas every
semester. They create
prototypes, take their
products to the market,
and earn real income
— replacing tradition-
al exams with practical
learning. Each student is
awarded two academic
credits for their entre-
preneurial projects.

At the heart of the
initiative is the Al-en-
abled Punjab Startup
App, available in Pun-
jabi, Hindi and English.
The app guides students

through every step —
from ideation to mar-
keting, financial man-
agement and connecting
with investors.

1n just two weeks since

were lowered under GST
2.0 reforms introduced
in September 2025. “De-
spite the reduction in
tax rates and the devas-
tation caused by floods,
Punjab’s GST revenue
has risen sharply, This
reflects the success of
our digital monitoring
systems, enhanced com-
pliance, and anti-eva-
sion drives,” he said.
The minister added
that post-settlement fig-
ures of SGST and IGST
further affirm Punjab’s
fiseal strength, with cu-

“Now every youth
of Punjab will be-
come an entrepre-
neur, and every col-
lege will become the
birthplace of new
businesses,” said
Chief Minister Mann
while launching the
initiative.

the launch, over 75,000
students have registered
on the app, recording a
business turnover of T25
lakh. Many are already
earning up to 310,000
per semester through
their ventures.

Chief Minister Mann
said the initiative is part
of alarger vision to make
Punjab a ‘Startup State’.
“There is no shortage of

mulative receipts up to
October 2025 outpacing
all neighbouring states
except Haryana. He said
the figures demonstrate
the resilience of Punjab’s
trade and industry sec-
tors, which continued to
perform strongly despite
nearly half of the state’s
districts being flood-af-
fected.

Cheema credited the
Excise and Taxation
D(‘%)artmentx focus on
technology-driven gov-
ernance for the state’s
fiscal turnaround. He
highlighted the use of
data analytics, digital
integration, and on-
ground enforcement as
key factors driving the

improvement.
“Our department
remains committed

to supporting honest
taxpayers  while tak-
ing striet action against
evaders,” Cheema said.
“l'he strong revenue
growth shows that Pun-
jab’s economy is on a
pﬁth of revival powered
by transparency, effi-
ciency, and accountabil-
ity in tax governance.”

‘Business Class’ revolution

talent in Punjab's chil-
dren — they just need-
ed opportunities, We
have given them not just
books, but toals to turn
dreams into reality,” he
said.

The government aims
to reach five lakh stu-
dents by 2028-29, po-
tentially generating
thousands of startups
and giving a strong boost
to the state's GDP.

From solar torches to
USB chargers, Punjab's
students are turning
classroom ideas into real
businesses. The state’s
education system, once
focused on rote learning,
is now shaping a genera-
tion of innovators. With
‘Business Class’, Punjab
has set the course for an
educational and econom-
ic transformation — one
where earning and learn-
ing go hand in hand.

This
takes into account
socio-economic and
developmental dif-
ferences among dis-

classification

tricts. The revised
rates have been pre-
scribed for different
levels of workers un-
der each category.

Rs 116.

In Category-I1 districts,
the Level 1 wage will be
Rs 17,550 per month, Rs
675 per day, and Rs 84
per hour. At Level 2, the
monthly wage will be Rs
21,000, daily wage Rs
808, and hourly wage
Rs 101. For Level 3, the
monthly wage has been
set at Rs 21700, daily
wage Rs 835, and hourly
rate Rs 104.

In Category-IIl dis-
tricts, the revised wage
at Level 1 will be Rs
16,250 per month, Rs
625 per day, and Rs 78
per hour. Workers at
Level 2 will receive Rs
19,800 monthly, Rs 762
daily, and Rs 95 hour-
ly, while Level 3 work-
ers will get Rs 20,450
monthly, Rs 787 daily,
and Rs 98 per hour.

It's time to
translate
decisions into
tangible out-
comes: |-K CM
to officials

Jammu

Jammu and Kashmir
Chief ~Minister Omar
Abdullah on Monday di-
rected all departments
to focus on the timely
implementation of pro-
jects, saying it is time to
translate decisions into
tangible outcomes.
Chairing a meeting
with the council of min-
isters and administrative
secretaries at the civil
secretariat here, he said
a series of district-level
review meetings would
be initiated across the
Jammu division to as-
sess developmental pro-
gress and address public
issues.
The meeting was con-
vened shortly after the
government shifted its
operations to the secre-
tariat in Jammu for the
next six months in ac-
cordance with the age-
old ‘Darbar Move’ prac-
tice —- the relocation of
the administrative cap-
ital of the Jammu and
Kashmir  government
between Srinagar and
Jammu with changing
seasons.

Addressing the meet-
ing, which was held to
review the functioning
of various departments
and assess administra-
tive preparedness, the
chief minister described
the restoration of the
‘Darbar Move' after a
gap of four years as “a
welcome  experience”,
according to an official
statement.

Speaking on the chal-
lenges ahead, Abdullah
said the government is
expected to deliver “ac-
tual ground results”,
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Kharge in Patna: Congress Chief Sharpens Attack
on PM Modi, Declares “No Vacancy for Nitish”

n a charged political atmosphere ahead of Bi-

har’s Assembly elections, Congress President

Mallikarjun Kharge addressed a spirited press

conference at Hotel Maurya in Patna, turning it

into a strong political statement against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s style of governance and
conduct in the Bihar campaign. Flanked by a galaxy
of senior leaders including K. C. Venugopal, Ashok
Gehlot, former Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Bhupesh
Baghel, former Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh, Pra-
mod Tiwari and Akhilesh Prasad Singh, both Rajya
Sabha members, as well as other senior functionaries
of the party, Kharge’s message was loud and unam-
biguous — the Congress and Mahagathbandhan are
entering the elections with a clear vision, a united
front, and a commitment to end the “era of arrogance
and political hypocrisy” in Bihar.

Calling Prime Minister Modi's campaign rhetoric
% ive, arrogant and detached from Bihar’s reali-
Kharge accused the BJP of turning the entire
election into “a show of one man and one slogan.”
He charged that the Prime Minister's campaign
speeches have failed to address Bihar’s basic con-
cerns — employment, farmer distress, poverty, and
infrastructure — and instead focus on self-praise
and attacks on opponents. “Modi ji talks more about
himself than about India,” Kharge remarked, adding
that the Prime Minister’s approach had reduced the
dignity of the campaign to “personal theatrics.” The
Congress chief said that Bihar's youth, women and
farmers are looking for governance with compassion,
not self-glorification. “The people of Bihar know who
worked for their dignity and who used them as po-
litical slogans. Mahagathbandhan represents the col-
lective conscience of Bihar,” he said to applause from
the assembled media and party workers.

The press conference also marked the formal
launch of the Mahagathbandhan’s manifesto, titled
‘Naya Bxhar, Naya Bhavishya’, which Kharge de-

TS

By Dr. Anil Singh

not welcome.” His words triggered instant murmurs
across the packed hall, as journalists and leaders
exchanged glances. By publicly ruling out any post-

q

seribed as “a promise of social justice with
vision.” The document, unveiled jointly with Tejash-
wi Yadav, lays emphasis on employment generation,
agricultural reforms, women’s safety, industrial re-
vival, and caste-based economic inclusion. Among its
key promises are ten lakh new jobs in the first two
years, a legal guarantee for MSP to farmers, a caste-
wise economic census to ensure equitable welfare
distribution, cooperative-based industrial growth,
and women’s empowerment schemes linked with di-
rect support for self-help groups. “We are not making
promises for headlines; we are making commitments
for history,” Kharge said, asserting that unlike the
NDA's hollow slogans, the alliance offers a concrete
and time-bound roadmap.

As the event progressed, I asked Kharge a direct
question that drew the most decisive response of the
day — whether the Mahagathbandhan would wel-
come Nitish Kumar back into the INDIA bloc if he
were to again switch sides after the polls, especially
as the NDA has not declared him as its Chief Min-
isterial candidate. Kharge's answer was crisp, blunt,
and politically loaded: “No vacancy for CM. e is

poll ion for Nitish Kumar, Kharge drew
a sharp boundary between stability and opportun-
ism. “Nitish ji has already had too many rehearsals in
switching. Let him now stay where he feels comforta-
ble. Bihar deserves a stable government, not political
tourism,” he said with measured sarcasm, signaling
both confidence in Tejashwi Yadav's leadership and a
refusal to indulge in the political fluidity that has long
defined Bihar’s alliances.

Throughout the press conference, Kharge’s criti-
cism of the Prime Minister was relentless and point-
ed. He accused Modi of treating Bihar as a “political
theatre” and of remembering the poor only when
cameras are on. Ie alleged that the BJP-led Centre
had systematically weakened institutions, destroyed
the federal balance, and used central agencies like
the ED and CBI to intimidate the opposition. “This
government runs not on Cabinet decisions but on
one man’s orders,” he said, asserting that India's
democratic framework has been reduced to propa-
ganda. ITe also questioned why Bihar’s long-standing
demand for special status, promised by both the BJP
and JDU, had never materialised. “When it comes to

I
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publicity, Modi ji's Bihar is shining; when it comes to
development, Bihar is still waiting,” he quipped.

The presence of Tejashwi Yadav at the event gave
it local and bolic depth. Hi

the alliance is uncertain. By declaring “no vacancy
for CM,"” Kharge not only pre-empted any post-elec-
tion defection narrative but also diminished Nitish’s
le everage within Bihar’s shifting equations. Ii was a

lated political — that the M. h-
bandhan is united, confident, and not dependent on
recycled alliances.

In tone and substance, Kharge's address contrast-
ed sharply with the BJP’s campaign built on “Modi’s
guarantee.” The Congress leader reframed the Bihar
contest as a clash between arrogance and accounta-
bility. “The youth of Bihar are not asking for slogans;
they are asking for salaries. They are not looking for
speeches; they are looking for security,” he said, as-
serting that the INDIA bloc represents the voice of
ordinary people against authoritarian centralisation.
His emphasis on jobs, education, and dignity sought
to connect emotionally with Bihar's vast migrant
population and economically struggling families who
have felt left behind despite years of high-decibel de-
velopment claims.

Beyond the rhetoric, the event also served a clear
organisational purpose — to revive the Congress cad-
re in Bihar, energise its local leadership, and restore
morale through visible central participation. The
presence of Gehlot and Baghel — both popular for-
mer Chief Ministers — sent a message of unity and
experience, while K. C. Venugopal’s coordination
signaled that the national command is personally
supervising Bihar’s campaign. Insiders revealed that
Kharge’s visit marked the beginning of a broader
campaign trail that will take him to Gaya, Darbhanga,
and Bhagalpur, focusing on employment, social jus-
tice, and the failures of double-engine governance.

Kharge's Patna press conference was more than a
campaign stop; it was a statement of political intent
and ideological clarity. By attacking the Prime Min-
ister head-on, ruling out Nitish Kumar’s return, and
prc)ectmg Te_]ushvn Yadav as the undlﬂputed face of

the d

Kharge has given the opposi-

and d d reflected hxq

as the face of the Mahagathbandhan. Kharge referred
to him as “the young leader who understands Bihar’s
pain,” adding that his earlier tenure as Deputy Chief
Minister had shown his focus on development rath-
er than dynasty. With Kharge's clear endorsement of
Tejashwi as the alliance’s Chief Ministerial candidate,
the opposition sought to remove any ambiguity over
leadership within the bloc. The strong national pres-
ence on the dais — from Venugopal to Gehlot, Baghel,
and others — further highlighted the Congress’s re-
newed seriousness about Bihar, a state where the
party had been a marginal player for years but now
sees a revival opportunity through coordinated oppo-
sition unity.

Kharge’s press conference came at a defining mo-
ment in the Bihar campaign. The NDA's strategy
has revolved almost entirely around Prime Minister
Modi, with Nitish Kumar’s role remaining unclear.
The BJP’s silence on naming a Chief Ministerial can-
didate has led to speculation that Nitish’s future in

tion alliance a new confidence and direction. Wheth-
er this assertive message converts into electoral gains
will depend on ground mobilisation and voter senti-
ment, but one thing is clear — Kharge's firm decla-
ration, “No vacancy for CM,” will resonate through
Bihar's political discourse. In a state where shifting
loyalties have long blurred political identities, his cat-
egorical tone reflected a rare firmness in opposition
ranks. The battle for Bihar is now not merely about
alliances or arithmetic; it is about defining the moral
and political character of governance. Kharge’s mes-
sage was simple yet powerful — that Bihar deserves
leadership with stability, empathy, and purpose, not
opportunism and spectacle.

Mainstreaming Pranayam as Preventive Mental
Health Policy: A Call Centre-based Experiment

ndia is at a critical crossroads in its public

health journey. Non-communicable diseases

such as hypertension, diabetes, and stress-re-

lated disorders are rising at alarming rates,

threatening not only individual wellbeing but
also the nation’s economic productivity. While clini-
cal interventions remain essential, it is equally urgent
to strengthen preventive mental health measures.
Among the most powerful tools available to us is pra-
nayam—the ancient practice of controlled breathing
rooted in India’s cultural heritage.

The Experi AP Helpli

To mark the 75th birthday of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on 17 September, Global Peepal Policy
League (GPPL) launched a Pranayam Ilelpline, of-
fering guided live mediation till Gandhi Jayanti. The
concept was simple: offer citizens a phone number to
connect with trained yoga instructors, available 24x7,
to learn or practice basic pranayam techniques over
the phone.

In less than 2 weeks, the helpline received nearly
300 calls, with an average call duration of 3 minutes,
many serious cases even exceeding 15-20 minutes.
The response proved that Indians are willing and ea-
ger to engage with accessible, voice-based wellness
solutions. The initiative also gained momentum on-
line, drawing more than 6,000 visits on social media,
amplified by leaders like Amitabh Kant (G20 Sherpa,
ex-CEO of NITI Aayog) and actor Rahul Bhat. Of-
fline, posters at Resident Welfare Association (RWA)
events and interactions with MP Bansuri Swaraj rein-
forced its legitimacy and reach.

Voices from the Ground

Testimonials revealed the true value of the initia-
tive: “T had an argument with my parents and I called
the Calm-line immediately. The lady listened to me,
gave me suggestions for future and breathed with
me to reduce my anger.” — student in Delhi. - “Tt felt
personal and supportive... I never thought a helpline
could deliver meditation so effectively. She asked
me to observe how my stomach was expanding-con-
tracting as I was breathing” — Retired teacher. “The
yogi guided me step-by-step and I felt calmer within
minutes. It is very helpful for working people like us
under stress.” — young professional from Bengaluru.

These experiences underline pranayam's potential
not just as a cultural practice but as a scalable public
health intervention.

By Ms. Snigdha Verma L
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Policy Lessons

The pilot offers several insights for India’s policy-
makers:

Demand exists: Pranayam is a well-known tech-
nique in India. Once benefits are experienced, callers
were actively seeking guided wellness support.

Cost-effective: Minimal infrastructure for tele-
phonic guidance.

Trained workforce: Well-trained Yoga graduates
from institutions of repute like Morarji Desai make
this scalable.

Medical access gap: Clinical therapy involves stig-
ma and has acute access gap with average 1 psycholo-
gist per 100,000 citizens.

Community-ready: RWAs and local networks am-
plify adoption. Topic of wide interest.

Soft power: A Digital Yoga Helpline can also
strengthen India’s global leadership in wellness di-
plomacy.

The Way Forward

To move from pilot to policy, India should: 1.
Launch a National Pranayam IHelpline such as under
the Ministry of AYUSH. 2. Integrate pranayam and
yogic counselling into existing digital health plat-
forms. 3. Expand services to multilingual formats
to reach India’s diverse population, and eventually

outside India as well. 4. Encourage RWA-NGO-CSR
partnerships for grassroots scaling. 5. Introduce ro-
bust bio-feedback systems to track outcomes like
stress reduction through wearables or app-based
HRV trackers. 6. Market the helpline as an immedi-
ate calming support. “Can’t sleep? Call us.” “Meeting
anxiety? Breathe with us for five minutes.”

‘Why It Matters

The success of GPPL’s helpline is more than a
program—it is a proof of concept that preventive
healthcare can be democratized through digital tools.
In a country of 1.4 billion people, even a small shift
towards preventive mental health practices can re-
duce the burden on hospitals, psychologists, improve
quality of life, and cut long-term healthcare costs.

India pioneered the International Day of Yoga on
the world stage. It now has the opportunity to pio-
neer a new era of Pranayam for Mental Health Diplo-
macy—where every citizen, regardless of geography,
has access to simple, effective wellness practices at
the tap of a phone.
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New Delhi

he Supreme Court

on Monday took

strong note of the

Centre’s application
seeking a direction to referto
alarger bench the pleas chal-
lenging the provisions of the
Tribunals Reforms (Ratio-
nalisation and Conditions of
Service) Act, 2021, saying
that it did not expect this
from the government at the
fag end of the final hearing.

The 2021 Act abolishes
certain appellate tribunals,
including the Film Certifica-
tion Appellate Tribunal, and
amends various terms re-
lated to the appointment
and tenure of judicial and
other members of various
tribunals.

Abench comprising Chief
Justice B R Gavai and Justice
K Viond Chandran, which
has already heard final ar-
guments on behalf of peti-
tioners, including lead peti-
tioner Madras Bar Associa-
tion, in the matter, was irked
over the fact that the Centre
now wanted the mattertobe
referred toa five-judge con-
stitution bench.

“On the last date (of hear-
ing), you (attorney general)
did not raise these objec-
tions and you sought ad-
journment on personal
grounds. You cannot raise
these objections after hearing
them fully on merits... we do
not expect the Union to in-
dulge in such tactics.

"This is after we have

heard one party fully and
accommodated the Attor-
ney General on personal
grounds,” said the visibly
irked CJI.

The CJI observed that it
seems the Centre wanted to
avoid the present bench. CJT
Gavai is demitting office on
November 23.

Attorney General R
Venkataramani urged the
bench not to misunderstand
the Centre’s application seek-
ing adjudication by a larger
bench and said that the pre-
liminary objections on this
aspect were already part of
the reply filed by the Union
government earlier.

“If we reject this applica-
tion by you, we will observe
that the Union is trying to
avoid this bench. We will
not hearall this now after we
have heard one side on mer-
its,” the CJT said.

VP Radhakrishnan urges
stakeholders to make
Indian coir a global brand

Kollam (Kerala)

Vice President C P Rad-
hakrishnan on Monday de-
seribed coir as a symbol of
sustainable development
and urged stakeholders to
make Indian coir a global
brand.

He also highlighted the
pivotal role played by ex-
porters and stz in

knowledge with modern
technology to enhance
branding, quality, and mar-
ketaccess.

Commending FICEA's
pivotal role in uniting ex-
porters, safeguarding inter-
ests, and ensuring Indian
coir's strong presence in
global markets, the Vice
President d stake-

propelling the Indian coirin-
dustry onto the global stage.

The Vice President inter-
acted with the members of
the Federation of Indian
Coir Exporters' Associations
(FICEA) in this south Kerala
district.

The interaction brought
together distinguished ex-
porters, industry leaders,
and members of FICEA to
celebrate the remarkable
growth and resilience of the
country's coir sector.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Radhakrishnan under-
scored the opportunities
presented by the global shift
toward sustainable and eco-
friendly materials.

He reiterated the need
for blending traditional

holders to further strength-
en the spirit of partnership
to make Indian coir
onymous with sustainabi
ty, quality, and innovation
worldwide.

Heexpressed confidence
that the coirindustry, under
robust leadership and with
sustained cooperation,
would continue to achieve
new milestones, shine glob-
ally, and exemplify the en-
during spirit of Indian
craftsmanship.

FICEA members fondly
recalled Radhakrishnan's
tenure as Chairman of the
Coir Board (2016-2020),
noting that exports had dou-
bled during that period, a re-
sult of collective efforts and
industry-wide collaboration.

e ————

“No, please donot get this
impression. The Act was
passed after due delibera-
tions... we are only saying
that should the Act be just
struck down because of these
issues. Let it get some time to
be stabilised,” the attorney
general said.

Justice Chandran said the
issue of referring the matter
to a larger bench was not
raised earlier and the same
cannot be done at such a
belated stage.

“At least at some stage
you should have raised this
issue... that too an applica-
tion for this? You took an ad-
journment because you
wanted to come and argue,”
the bench observed.

When the attorney gener-
al tried hard to dispel the no-
tion that the Centre wanted
todefer the hearing, the CJI
said, “We have the highest
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regard and respect for you.

“You (AG) please confine
yourself to respond to the
submissions made by
(Arvind) Datar (the senior
advocate who argued against
the law),” the CJ1 said.

“Argue on the basis of any
documents that may arise. If
during the course of argu-
ments, we think that refer-
ence to a larger bench is
needed we will do it... butwe
will not do it at the behest of
your application which
comes at midnight,” the
bench said.

The attorney general com-
menced final arguments in
the case.

He said the government,
in its wisdom, came out with
a law after a lang gestation
period and the statute be al-
lowed to work to gain expe-
rience.

“The court should not set

aside the law,” the top law of-
ficer said and referred to the
provisions of the law with re-
gard to minimum term and
prerequisites for appoint-
ments in various tribunals",

“Merit cannot be sacri-
ficed for selections to take
place from the waitlist,” he
said.

Tribunal establishment
‘has gained some history now
and at this time, let the Act
gain some more experience
and be there for some more
time and tosay that striking
the complete Act now won't
be justified, he said.

‘The hearing would resume
on Friday.

The top court, on October
16, commenced the final
hearing on the petitions chal-
lenging the constitutional
validity of various provisions
of the Act.

Datar said in July 2021,
thetop court quashed several
provisions of the Tribunal
Reforms (Rationalisation
and Conditions of Service)
Ordinance, 2021 and found
that they infringed upon the
principles of judicial inde-
pendence and the separa-
tion of powers.

The Centre came up with
the Tribunal Reforms Act af-
ter the apex court verdict
quashed several provisions of
the ordinance, he said.

Strangely, the Act "verba-
tim" contained the provi-

unless the basis of the judge-
ment is removed by the gov-
ernment, he said.

The top court had struck
down the provision of the
ordinance that reduced the
tenure of tribunal members
and chairpersons to four
years, noting that a short
term of office could encour-
age executive influence over
the judiciary.

Ithad held that the tenure
must be five years to ensure
security of service, with a
meximum age of 70 for chair-
persons and 67 for mem-

bers.

The bench had also struck
down the minimum age of 50
for appointments to tri-
bunalsItstressed the need to
induct younger members to
ensute the judiciary remains
robust and vibrant, stating
that a minimum of 10 years
of practice should be asuffi-
cient qualification for judicial
members, similar to what is
required for High Court
Jjudges.

The verdict had also re-
Jjected the government's pow-
er to make appointments
from a panel of two names

SCto act on rising dog
bite menace on Nov 7

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on Mon-
day said it will pass interim

Tt noted that except for the
UTs of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu
and Chandigarh, all others

to
tackle the issue of "grave
menace” owing to dog bites
ininstitutional areas, where
employees feed and en-
courage stray dogs.

A three-judge special
bench comprising Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep
Mehta and N'V Anjaria said
this while hearing the stray
dogs case in which the chief
secretaries of over 30 states
and Union territories ap-
peared in the apex court.

"We have considered the
issue of grave menace owing
to dog bites in institutional
areas. We shall issue interim
directions to tackle the said
issue on the next date. List
for orders on November 7,"
thebench said.

During the hearing, the
bench observed it will issue
directions with respect to
the stray dogs menace being
faced in institutions, in-
cluding government and
public sector ones, where
the employees are support-
ing, feeding and encouraging
th i

by
cum-Selection Committee,
e ordinance was prom-
ulgated in April 2021
After the apex court ver-
dict, the government in Au-
gust introduced and passed
the Tribunals Reforms Act

sions of the which  with prc almost iden-
were struckdown by the top  tical to those that were struck
court which is impermissible  down.

Education is wealth that cannot be
taken away, says VP Radhakrishnan

Kollam (Kerala)

Vice President C P Rad-
hakrishnan on Monday said
education is the greatest
wealth a person can possess
and lauded Kerala's contri-
bution to India’s education
sector. Speaking at the dia-
mond jubilee celebrations
of Fatima Mata National
College here, he quoted
Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar,
saying, "Education is wealth
that cannot be taken away
from a person.

No wealth can be equalto
the richness of education.” At
a time when the world is
grappling with uncertain-
ty—be it due to climate
change, digital disruption,
orsocial fragmentation—the
role of education is more vi-
tal than ever, he said.

"We need colleges that do
not merely prepare students
for jobs. We must notbe in-
terested in creating 'gumas-
tas' (clerks). We should be
more interested in producing
scientists and great admin-
istrators who can render
greater service to society,”
the Vice President said.

Education should equip
students with critical think-
ing, compassion, and a glob-
al perspective, he added.
Radhakrishnan lauded Ker-
ala's contribution to India's
educational progress, say-
ing the state's achievement of
90 per cent literacy when
others had not even reached
40 per centwas "remarkable
and incomparable". The
main credit for that goes to
our elders, he added.

The Vice President urged
students to think of a
timetable not just as some-
thing for school days, but as
something that should guide
them throughout life. "Don't
get drowned in social media

BSF launches four digital initiatives
to boost efficiency and cybersecurity

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

In a major stride towards
digital transformation, the
Border Security Force (BSF)
has rolled out four key IT
initiatives designed to en-
hance efficiency, trans-
parency and security with-
in the force. The initiatives
— Integrated Centralized
Liquor Management Sys-
tem (CLMS), e-Bill System,
BSF Private Cloud, and
Endpoint Detection and Re-
sponse (EDR) Solution —
were inaugurated by Direc-
tor General BSF, Daljit
Singh Chawdhary, at the
Force Headquarters in New
Delhi on Monday.

The launch marks a sig-
nificant milestone in BSF's
Jjourney towards creating a
“Digital BSF — Smart BSF,”
aligning with the govern-
ment’svision of a technolo-
gy-driven  governance
ecosystem. Each of these
platforms aims to modern-
ize internal processes,

strengthen data security,
and deliver smoother digital
services to Seema Praharis,
both serving and retired.
The Integrated CLMS will
serve as a unified digital
platform for all Central

Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) — incdluding BSF,
CRPF, ITBP and SSB — for
managing liquor allocations
and inventories across units.
The move is expected to
bring long-awaited stan-
dardization and trans-
parency to the system, re-
placing manual records with
aseamless digital workflow.

The e-Bill System, anoth-

er major initiative, is de-
signed to simplify and speed
up financial operations. By
digitizing the processing of
bills and payments, it will re-
duce paperwork, improve
accountability, and enable
real-time monitoring of
transactions, thereby pro-
moting a culture of effi-
ciency and financial disci-
pline.

The establishment of the
BSF Private Cloud Infra-
structure will further en-
hance the organization’s
digital backbone. With ca-
pabilities for secure hosting,
scalability, and centralized

management of IT re-
sources, the cloud system
will provide a reliable and
protected environment for
data storage and critical ap-
plications.

Ina time of growing cyber
threats, the deployment of
an enterprise-grade End-
point Detection and Re-
sponse (EDR) Solution adds
an essential layer of pro-
tection. The EDR will enable
continuous monitoring, ear-
ly detection, and swift mit-
igation of cyber incidents
across BSF's digital assets,
ensuring operational re-
silience.

Officials said the new IT
systems have been devel-
oped indigenously, under-
scoring BSF's commitment
to self-reliance and inno-
vation. The initiatives are
expected to set new bench-
marks in digital governance
within India’s security
forces, offering a blueprint
for other CAPFs to emu-
late.

all the time. We should not
‘e habituated to anything—
otherwise, it will start die-
tating terms to us.

‘Wemust have self-control
over everything," he said.
He also spoke strongly
against drug and alcohol
abuse, saying he has
launched an initiative called
"No to Drugs' to raise aware-
ness. "Where there is more
freedom, we must never mis-
use it. Instead, we should ex-
ercise self-control. ‘'No to
Drugs'should become a peo-
ple’s movement," he insisted.

Radhakrishnan said that
he hoped to return for the
college’s centenary celebra-
tions. "If God wills, T will

come back for the cente-
nary celebrations," he said.
Expressing his vision for
the nation, the Vice Presi-
dent said, "We want our
country to become the most
powerful in the world.

We never dictate terms to
other countries. No country
should dictate terms to us."
Kerala Govemor Rajendra
Arlekar said education
should focus on nation-
building and on creating
job-givers rather than job-
seekers, aligning with the vi-
sion of 'Viksit Bharat' and
'Viksit Kerala'. He said Ker-
ala has made immense con-
tributions to the nation, es-
pecially in culture and edu-
cation.

"Educationis not just for
personal growth, but also for
the progress of the nation,"
he said. Arlekar said all ef-
forts should lead towards
achieving the vision of
'Viksit Bharat 2047. He
added that educational in-
stitutions should nurture
entrepreneurs and innova-
tors who can create jobs for
others.

The bench said it will try
and issue some further di-
rections regarding dog bite
incidents happening across
the country.

" Apart fiom recording the
appearances and affidavits
and everything, we will also
be issuing some directions
with respect to institutional
menace which is being faced
in government institutions,
public sector institutions
and other institutions where
the employees are support-
ing feeding and encouraging:
dogs in that area," Justice
Nath said.

One of the advocates ap-
pearing in the matter urged
the bench that they be heard
prior to passing of direc-
tions on the issue.

"For institutional matters,
we are not going to hear
any arguments at all. Sorry,"
Justice Mehta said.

The bench said personal
appearance of the chief sec-
retaries of states and UTs
would no longer be required.

"However, their presence
would again become neces-
sary in case there is any de-
faultin the compliance of the
orders passed by this court,”
it said. The bench said it
had called the chief secre-
taries of all the states and
UTs, except West Bengal
and Telangana, to remain
present before it as they had
neither filed their compli-
ance affidavit norwere they
represented during the hear-
ingon October 27.

The bench said the states
and UTs, except West Ben-
gal and Telangana, were
"completely lethargic” and
had not filed their affidavits
earlier.

Ministry of Railways Actively
Participates in Month-Long
Special cleanliness Campaign 5.0

2] hccountability in Action
Indan Railways Showcases Progress under

Special Campaian 5.0

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

The Ministry of Railways
took part in a special
month-long campaign
called Special Campaign 5.
o from October 2 to Octo-
ber 31, 2025,

This campaign aimed at
cleanliness, resolving pend-
ing issues, and managing
records better. It was car-
ried out across all Zonal
Railways and Production
Units, gnided by the Rail-
way Board.

During this campaign,
the Ministry surpassed its
previous records from Spe-
cial Campaign 4. 0. They
held 84,184 cleanliness ini-
tiatives at various locations,
focusing on disposing of
scrap, which cleared up 6.
06 lakh square feet of space
and generated revenue of
Rs. 570 Crore.

Under the effective lead-
ership of the Railway
Board, the Ministry met all

targets for handling public
complaints and other out-
standing matters. They re-
viewed 99,968 files, closing
59.248 physical files and
7.482 e-files.

To increase awareness,
the Ministry organized cit-
izen-focused events called
'Amrit Samyad' at major
stations, including 105 Am-

rit Bharat stations.

They also actively pro-
moted their efforts on social
media, with 22,636 posts
that raised interest in the
cleanliness campaign.
These accomplishments re-
flect the dedication of Rail-
way staff and the Ministry’s
ongoing commitment to
the campaign’s goals.

have filed their compliance
affidavits,

""The counsel representing
the UT of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu
has sought two days for fil-
ing the affidavit, the same
shall be filed before the next
date of hearing, i.e., No-
vember 7," it said.

Thebench noted the sub-
mission of counsel repre-
senting UT of Chandigarh
that they have filed the com-
pliance affidavit on October
30 but the same is not on
record. Ttasked theapex
court registry to verify the
same and place it on record.

The apex court on Au-
gust 22 asked the states and
UTs about the steps being
taken for compliance of the
Animal Birth Control (ABC)
Rules.

During the hearing on
Monday, the bench said the
Animal Welfare Board of
India be made a party in the
matter and notice be issued
to it.

1t also allowed the appli-
cation seeking exemption
from personal appearance
filed by the chief secretary of
Keralawhile noting that the
state has filed its compliance
affidavit and its principal
secretary, local self govern-
ment of Kerala, was present
in the court.

At the outset, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said
most of the states and UTs
have filed their compliance
affidavit with some delay
for which they have ten-
dered apology.

‘When one of the advo-
cates raised the issue of des-
ignated feeding points for
stray dogs, the bench said,
"This matter is going to con-
tinue for sometime. Itis not
coming to a closure today.
‘We are still doing the house-
keeping work. Let us com-
plete that."

The bench asked senior
advocate Gaurav Agarwal,
assistingthe top court asan
amicus curiae, to make a
convenience compilation of
all the affidavits along with
its summary.

Mehta said vietims of dog
bite incidents should also
have a say in the matter.

The bench allowed the
interlocutory applications
filed by the victims and said
they would not be required
to make any deposit to the
apex court registry.

In its August 22 order, the
top courtsaid each individ-
ual dog lover and NGO that
have approached itshall de-
posit Rs 25,000 and Rs 2
lakh respectively with its
registry, failing which they
shall not be allowed to ap-
pear in the matter any fur-

ther.

Modi's India
future ready
emerging as global
protagonist:
Jitendra Singh

New Delhi
Science and Technology
Minister Jitendra Singh
on Monday urged scien-
tists to embrace global
benchmarks and strate-
gies to realise the goal of
a Viksit Bharat by 2047.

Addressing the Emerg-
ing Science, Technology
and Innovation Conclave
(ESTIC) here, Singh said
India never lacked tal-
ent, but required an en-
abling  environment
which was provided when
Narendra Modi assumed
office of prime minister in
2014.

"India is no longer a
follower, the country to-
day beckons others to fol-
low it. India is no longer a
global player, itis emerg-
ing as a global protago-
nist. India is no longer
the trailing India of the
20th century, it is future
ready,” Modi's India of
21st century,” Singh said.




Zubeen Garg
murdered
charge-sheet
to be filed by
Dec 8: Himanta

Tez)
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
on Monday claimed that
cultural icon Zubeen
Garg was murdered in
Singapore, even as the
probe into the case was
underway.

The celebrated singer
died under mysterious
circumstances while
swimming in the sea in
Singapore on September
19. He had gone to the
Southeast Asian nation
to attend the 4th edition
of the North East India
Festival (NEIF).

“l am not terming it
an accident. The charge-
sheet in Zubeen Garg's
murder case needs to
submitted by December
17. I have set a target to
submit it by December
8. We are ready now,”

Sarma told reporters
here.

He, however, did not
share further details

about the case or the
kind of evidence that
establishes the death as
murder.

A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) under the
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of the
Assam Police is current-
ly probing Garg’s death
case after more than 60
FIRs were lodged across
the state.

Speaking about the
process of filing the
charge-sheet, Sarma
said, “If any incident
takes place abroad, an
approval is required
from the Ministry of
Home Affairs. Yester-
day, I met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to
get an approval soon.”

He said the SIT is like-
ly to write to the MHA
within the next three to
four days, seeking neces-
sary approval.

Congress-R]D are

anti-Ram, casteist,

and protectors of
mafias: CM Yogi

___ Saram:
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath, on Monday,
launched a fierce attack
on the Congress and RJD
while addressing a mas-
sive public rally in the
Garkha Assembly con-
stituency of Saran district
in support of NDA candi-
date Seemant Mrinal.

He said the Congress
and RJD not only de-
famed Bihar's identity,
but also insulted Hindu
faith by denying the exist-
ence of Mata Janaki and
Lord Shri Ram. “Con-
gress says Lord Ram nev-
er existed. What could be
a bigger insult to Iindus
than this?” he asked, add-
ing that the RJD govern-
ment stopped the Ram
Rath Yatra and ordered
lathi charges on devo-
tees, while the Samajwadi
Party even opened fire on
them.

“Despite their oppo-
sition, we stood firm
and said, Ram Lalla
hum aayenge, Mandir
wahi banayenge’. Today,
the grand Ram Temple
stands completed in Ay-
odhya, something only
possible because of the

BJP's double-engine gov-
ernment,” he said.
Targeting the RJD,

Yogi said that between
1992 and 2005, Bihar
became synonymous
with massacres, kidnap-
pings, and fear. “Over 60
caste-based  massacres
and more than 30,000
kidnappings took place.
Traders were unsafe,
daughters were afraid to
step out, and youth were

reed to migrate. That
was RJD’s Bihar,” he said.
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Six dozen caste massacres define
R]D’s dark legacy: CM Adityanath

Staff Reporter
Patna:

ttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister
Yogi Adityanath,

on Monday, delivered a
fiery address at a public
rally in Patna’s Digha
constituency, launching
a sharp attack on the
RJD-Congress ~ Grand
Alliance. Ile accused
them of plunging Bihar
into an era of loot, caste
massacres, and lawless-
ness.

“Those who once
endangered  Bihar’s
identity are now back
secking votes,” Yogi
said, recalling that dur-
ing Lalu Yadav's rule,
six dozen caste massa-
cres took place, women
and traders lived in fear,
and even the poor were
robbed of their food and
fodder.

He asserted that while
the RJD-Congress re-

ime had tarnished Bi-

ar’s image, the NDA
has restored L{)coplcc
faith and set state
on the path to a “gold-
en era.” “The same poor
who were deprived of

Pt
their rights are now get-
ting free ration, health
insurance, houses,
toilets, and gas con-
nections under Prime
Minister Modi’s leader-
ship,” he stated, adding
that 8o crore people are

benefitting from free ra-

tion and 50 crore from

health coverage.
Reminding cople

of Bihar’s historic role
in defending democra-

\ .‘w\

cy \ogl s¢ud1 “Under
Loknayak Jayaprakash

Narayan’s  leadership,
Bihar's youth once
overthrew the Con-

gress dictatorship. That
same spirit must now
strengthen the NDA.”
T'\kmg a_ swipe at
opposition leaders, he
likened the Grand Alli-
ance to “three monkeys”
— Pappu, Tappu, and
Appu — “one who can-

HP seeing collapse of system at every level
under Sukhu govt: BJP’s Jai Ram Thakur

Shimla:

BJP leader Jai Ram
Thakur  on  Monday
launched a scathing at-
tack against the Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu gov-
ernment in Himachal
Pradesh, alleging that
every level of governance
has seen a collapse of the
system under the Con-
gress dispensation.

He took a dig at Chief
Minister Sukhu, saying
his government does not
give proper thought, nor
does it seriously consid-
er various aspects before
making a decision.

Sukhu had been in stu-
dent politics for a long
time, Thakur said, and
claimed that even now,
the way he is making de-
cisions, he appears to be
running his government
like he is running a stu-
dent organisation.

“The Congress gov-
ernment in Himachal
Pradesh is completing
three years in Decem-
ber. T think three years
is enough to assess the
performance of any gov-
ernment,” the former
Himachal Pradesh chief
minister told a meet-the-
press programme here.

Thakur, a six-time leg-
islator who is the Leader
of Opposition in Him-
achal Pradesh, said the
Sukhu government talks
about bringing a change
in the systems, but in re-
ality, it is not the case.

“We did not see a
change in system, but
a collapse of systems at
every level,” he said.

Thakur touched upon
the “mounting” state debt
and claimed that in just
three years of the Con-
gress government, it has
increased from nearly Rs
70,000 crore to over Rs
1.05 lakh crore.

More than Rs 35,000
crore they have bor-
rowed during the three
years, and the state debt
has crossed Rs 1.05 lakh
crore, which has impact-
ed the development in the
state, he said.

The government’s lack
of vision has also im-
pacted the state’s devel-
opment, the BJP leader
said.

Further training guns
on the Sukhu govern-
ment, Thakur said, it is
for the first time in the

state that 2,000 institu-
tions have been closed.

“Before the polls,
the Congress made tall
promises and had as-
serted that 10 guaran-
tees would be fulfilled
in the very first cabinet
meeting.”

“After three years, peo-
ple know the fate of the
promises made to wom-
en. They also promised
to give 300 units of pow-
er for free, implement
the old age pension
scheme, and one lakh
jobs every year,” the for-
mer chief minister said.

Thakur said people
still remember the work
done by the previous
BJP government in Hi-
machal. Towever, the
Sukhu dispensation ei-
ther shut or paralysed
several schemes which
were started by the BJP
government, he alleged.

)
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not speak properly, one
who cannot see clear-
ly, and one who cannot

hear anything.”
The Chief Minister
said that under Prime

Minister Modi’s lead-
ership, both Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh are ad-
vancing together in her-
itage and development.
“A grand temple of Lord
Ram stands in Ayodhya,
and a magnificent tem-

A famxly s weel\end
adventure at Uttar
Pradesh’s Pilibhit Ti-
ger Reserve turned into
a frightening ordeal
when a tiger suddenly
attacked their safari ve-
hicle, leaving everyone
inside shaken. The big
cat leapt onto the gypsy
and clawed at its body
before the driver man-
aged to speed away.
The entire incident,
caught on camera, has
since gone viral, show-
ing just how close the
family came to danger.

According to eyewit-
ness Nitin Agarwal, a
resident of Puranpur in
Pilibhit, he had set out
on the safari with ten
members of his family
on Saturday afternoon.
It was their first visit
to the reserve, planned
at the insistence of his
children who were ea-
ger to see a tiger in the
wild.

As the group ven-
tured  deeper into
the forest, the driv-
er slowed down after
spotting  movement
in the dense bushes.
The children, excited
by the possibility of
seeing a tiger, began
recording on their mo-
bile phones. Within
seconds, the excite-

Six  dozen
massacres define

RID’s dark legacy: CM
Adityanath

caste

ple of Maa Janaki is be-
ing built in Sitamarhi.
The Prime Minister has
sanctioned 6,155 crore
for a four-lane road con-
necting Ayodhya and Si-
tamarhi,” he said.

Yogi added, “Bihar is
now cqul ed with fa-
cilities such as metro,
airport, mland water-
ways, NIT, IIM, AITMS,
and smart cities, and
is cmemginﬁ as a semi-

ub

Congress repeating false
promises in Bihar, says
Nihal Chand Sharma

Rajan Punchhi

Mandi:
BJP District President
Nihal Chand Sharma has
accused the Congress
Party of deceiving voters
with hollow assurances,
claiming that the same
false promises made in
Himachal Pradesh are
now being repeated in
Bihar.

Speaking to the media,
Sharma said the Con-
gress came to power in
Himachal by mislead-
ing people with attrac-
tive guarantees such as
%1,500 monthly assis-
tance for women, five
lakh jobs for the unem-
ployed, and swift resolu-
tion of employee issues.
None of these commit-
ments, he asserted, have
been fulfilled, leaving
peop]e across the state

conductor that will
make the entire nation
proud.”

He said the NDA’s
doubl overn-
ment has accelerated

development across Bi-
har and Uttar Pradesh.
“Earlier, it took me 16
hours to travel from
Gorakhpur to Darb-
hanga; now, it takes just
45 minutes from Luc-
know. That’s the speed
of the double engine,”
Yogi remarked.

ment turned to panic
as the tiger emerged
and began sprinting to-
ward their gypsy.

“The tiger came
charging at us,” Agarw-
al recalled. “Before the
driver could accelerate,
it reached dangerously
close and pounced on
the rear of the vehicle.
Lucki because the
gypsy was higher, the
tiger couldn’t reach u

In the video, the tour-
ists can be heard ex-
citedly whispering and
pointing toward the
bushes moments before
the tiger appears. The
mood changes abrupt-

UP Mati Kala Board sees record-breaking
more than Rs 4.20 crore

sales of

Lucknow:

The Uttar Pradesh Mati
Kala Board has regis-
tered  record-breaking
sales of more than Rs
4.20 crore this year
through a series of
state, regional, and dis-
trict-level fairs, the state
government said on
Monday.

The total sales mark a
significant increase of
Rs o1 lakh compared
to last year, reflecting
a 27.7 per cent growth
despite fewer stalls be-
ing set up this year, it
said.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s vision to
uplift traditional ar-
tisans and promote
indigenous crafts has
been a key driver be-
hind this success, the
state government said
in a statement.

The government's fo-
cused approach to mar-
keting, branding, and

training is enahlmg the
state’s pottery products
to reach both national
and international mar-
kets, it said.
According to govern-
ment figures, the 10-
day Mati Kala Mahotsav
held at Khadi Bhavan in
Lucknow from October
10 to 19, 2025, record-
ed sales of Rs 1.22 crore
from 56 stalls.
Similarly, the

sev-

en-day regional fairs
organised in Gorakh-
pur, Agra, Kanpur De-
hat, and Moradabad
from October 13 to 19
saw 126 stalls generate
Rs 78.84 lakh in sales.
In addition, the
three-day district-lev-
el Mati Kala fairs held
across 70 districts be-
tween October 17 and
19 registered sales of Rs
2.19 crore through 509

stalls, it stated.

In 2024-25, 878 stalls
had achieved Rs 3.29
crore in sales. The high-
er turnover this year, de-
spite fewer stalls, shows
improved product qual-
ity, better fair manage-
ment, and stronger mar-
ket linkages, according

to the statement.
“This reflects growing
consumer interest in

traditional pottery prod-
ucts and increasing con-
fidence among artisans,”
the government said.

The Mati Kala Board
aims to continue em-
powering artisans
through advanced train-
ing, design development,
exhibition management,
and branding initiatives,
ensuring long-term eco-
nomic sustainability, it
said.

To protect and pro-
mote traditional crafts,
strengthen artisans’
economic security, and

generate  employment
through innovation, the
Yogi government estab-
lished the Uttar Pradesh
Mati Kala Board, the
statement said.

Through this initia-
tive, thousands of fam-
ilies have gained new
avenues of self-reliance,
and traditional pottery
has found a renewed
identity in modern mar-
kets, it said.

A landmark decision
under this initiative
allows members of the
Prajapati  community
to extract clay free of
cost from village ponds,
significantly reducing
input costs and facil-
itating  uninterrupted
production.

“These steps reflect
the government’s com-
mitment to preserv-
ing traditional crafts
while enabling them to
compete globally,” the
statement said.

He added thal (,lnef
Minister

to deliver in Himachal,”
Sharma said.
Highlighting the
achievements of the
NDA  government in
Bihar, Sharma pointed
out that under the lead-
ership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, the state has
witnessed steady devel-
opment and good gov-
ernance. Ie said the
people of Bihar believe
in progress, stability,
and accountability, not
in empty guarantees.
Expressing confidence
in the elec-

Singh Sukhu is now at-
tempting to replicate the
same strategy in Bihar by
making similar promises
in a bid to mislead vot-
ers. “The people of Bihar
will not fall for these false
assurances. They can see
how Congress has failed

ly as shouts of “run,
run!” fill the air while
the driver accelerates
to escape the charging
animal.

The family escaped
unharmed, but the ter-
rifying encounter has
left many visitors un-
easy about jungle safa-
ris at the reserve. For-
est department officials
have so far declined to
comment on the inci-
dent, though sources
say an internal review
of the safari route and
safety procedures is
likely.

Established in 2008,
the Pilibhit Tiger Re-

tions, Sharma said the
people will once again
support the NDA to form
a development-oriented
government and give a
fitting reply to what he
called the “politics of de-
ception” practiced by the
Congress.

Tiger Terror in Pilibhit: Family’s
Safari Turns into a Scare

serve spans nearly 727
square kilometers and
is one of northern In-
dia’s most important
protected forest areas.
Ilome to the majestic
Bengal Tiger, the re-
serve plays a vital role
in the species’ conser-
vation and is known
for its rich biodiversity,
attracting  thousands
of wildlife enthusiasts
each year.

For Nitin Agarwal
and his family, how-
ever, what began as an
exciting first encoun-
ter with nature quickly
became a moment they
will never forget.

Mudit Chandra takes over
the charge of PCPO/NCR

a:

Mudit Chﬁdra, has tak-
en over the charge of
Principal Chief Person-
nel Officer, North Cen-
tral Railway, Prayagraj.
He has assumed this
charge following the
superannuation of the
outgoing Principal Chief
Personnel Officer, Shri
S. Balachandra Iyer, on
October 31, 2025.

Shri Chandra is an
Indian Railway Person-
nel Services Officer and
belongs to Civil Servic-
es 1998 Exam batch. He

attained his early edu-
cation from St. Joseph's
College, Prayagraj and
thereafter graduated in
Mechanical engineering
(B.E.) from Motilal Neh-
ru National Institute of
Technology, Prayagraj.
Sri Chandra  has
served in various ca-
pacities in Indian Rail-
ways as Deputy General
Manager/General, IR
head at Agra, Jhansi &
Prayagraj divisions of

NCR and ADRM/Oper-
ations at Agra Division
before joining NCR/HQ




WORLD/BUSINESS
Israel returns 45 Palestinian bodies

after soldier remains handed back
}J

Hong Kong
court rejects
Tiananmen
vigil organiser’s
bid to quash
indictment

Hong Kong:
A Hong Kong court on
Monday rejected a for-
mer Tiananmen vigil
organiser’s attempt to
quash her indictment,
pressing ahead with a
landmark case widely
seen as part of a years-
long crackdown on the
city's  pro-democracy
movement.

Chow Hang-tung, a
former leader of the
group that organised a
decades-old vigil to re-
member China's 1989
crackdown on pro-de-
mocracy protesters in
Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square, was charged in
2021 with inciting sub-
version, which carries a
maximum penalty of 10
years. She was charged
together with two of the
group’s other former
leaders, Albert Ho and
Lee Cheuk-yan.

Their case was brought
under a national security
law imposed by Beijing
in 2020 to quell massive
anti-government  pro-
tests in 2019. The trio
were accused of inciting
others to challenge the
leadership of the Com-
munist Party by unlaw-
ful means.

Chow, who is a bar-
rister and is defending
herself, argued that
the indictment was un-
acceptably broad and
vague because author-
ities did not specify an
unlawful means. She
said it could amount to
a “catch-all charge.”

Judge Alex Lee re-
marked during the
hearing that the charge

was broad, but not
vague.
BUSINESS

Deir Al-Balah:

srael on Monday
handed over the bod-

ies of 45 Palestinians,
health officials in Gaza
said, a day after Hamas
returned the remains of
three hostages. Israeli
officials identified the
three as soldiers who
were killed in the Ha-
mas-led attack on Oct. 7,
2023, that triggered the
war.

The exchange marked
another step forward
for the tenuous, US-bro-
kered ceasefire in the
two-year war — the
deadliest and most de-
structive war ever fought
between Israel and the
militant Hamas group.

Since the truce took
effect on Oct. 10, Pales-
tinian militants have re-
leased the remains of 20
hostages, with eight now
still remaining in Gaza.

For each hostage re-
turned, Israel has been
releasing the remains
of 15 Palestinians. Mon-
day’s return brought
the number of Palestin-
ian bodies handed back
since the ceasefire began
to 270.

Zaher al-Wahidi, a
spokesperson at  the
Gaza Health Ministry,
told The A iated
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returned bodies have so
far been identified, the
ministry said. Forensic

work s ¢ li dbya

Press that the 45 re-
leased bodies of Pales-
tinians were received at
the Nasser Hospital in
Gaza around noon.

Only about 75 of all the

24
lack of DNA testing kits
in Gaza, it added. The
ministry posts photos
of the remains online,
in the hope that families
will recognise them.

Meanwhile, the office
of Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanya-
hu identified the three
hostages returned to Is-
rael on Sunday night as
Capt. Omer Neutra, an
American-Israeli, Staff
Sgt. Oz Daniel and Col.
Assaf Hamami. A Ha-

——
The exchange marked
another step for-
ward for the tenuous,
US-brokered ceasefire
in the two-year war —
the deadliest and most
destructive war ever
fought between Israel
and the militant Ha-

mas group. I

mas statement earlier
said their remains were
found on Sunday in a
tunnel in southern Gaza.

Neutra, an Amer-
ican-Israeli, was 21
when Hamas militants
abducted him and the
rest of his tank crew on
Oct. 7. 2023. In Decem-
ber 2024, the military
announced Neutra had
been killed in the attack
that started the war.

US President Donald
Trump said Sunday he
had spoken with Neu-
tra’s family, describing
their relief and heart-
break.  “They  were
thrilled, in one sense,
but in another sense,
obviously, it's not too
great,” Trump said.

Pak security forces Kkill
several TTP terrorists

Peshawar:
Security forces killed
several militants of the
banned TTP after they
attacked a police con-
voy in Pakistan’s restive

Khyber — Pakhtunkhwa
province on Monday,
police said.

The convoy headed by
the District Police Officer
(DPO) North Waziristan
Wagar Khan was attacked
on Miranshah Road, Ban-
nu district.

The Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) militants
opened fire at the convoy
using automatic and heavy
weapons. However, the
DPO and other policemen
retaliated, killing several
terrorists, and causing oth-
ers to flee from the scene.

Police officials did not
specify the number of mili-
tants killed.

Six policemen also sus-
tained injuries and were
shifted to the District
Headquarters (DHQ) Hos-
pital, where they were pro-
vided medical treatment.

DPO Khan and his
squad escaped unharmed
as his vehicle was bullet-
proof.

The area was cordoned
off by the police, and a
search operation was
launched.

UK police charge man with attempted murder over train mass

London:
British police on Mon-
day charged a 32-year-
old man with attempted
murder in connection
with the stabbings that
injured 11 people on
board a London-bound
train over the weekend.
Anthony Williams, a
black British national,
appeared before a court
in eastern England on
Monday morning.
British Transport Po-

lice (BTP) said Williams

is charged with 10 counts

of attempted murder,
one count of actual bod-
ily harm (ABH) and one
count of possession of
a bladed article in con-
nection with the “major
incident” at Huntingdon
railway station on Satur-
day evening.

Armed police had
stormed the train after
several people were at-
tacked on the Doncaster
to London King’s Cross
high-speed service.

“The ecriminal investi-
gation and support for
the victims is a priority
for British Transport
Police,” said BTP Deputy
Chief Constable (DCC)
Stuart Cundy.

“Our investigation is
also looking at other
possible linked offences.
Following the charges
authorised by the Crown
Prosecution Service
(CPS), I would stress the
importance of not saying

or publishing anything
which might jeopardise
or prejudice ongoing
criminal proceedings, or
the integrity of the in-
vestigation,” he said.
The police revealed
that Williams is also
charged with another
count of attempted mur-
der and possession of a
bladed article in connec-
tion with an incident at
Pontoon Dock DLR sta-
tion in London on Sat-

In a separate incident,
security forces killed a
senior  Daesh-Khorasan
operative involved in sev-
eral high-profile assassi-
nations during an intel-
ligence-based  operation
(IBO) in the province, ac-
cording to officials.

Daesh Khorasan refers
to the banned terror outfit
Islamic State - Khorasan
Province (ISKP), primarily
active in Afghanistan, Pa-
kistan, and parts of Central
Asia.

The militant was gunned
down in the Kausar area of
Bajaur district.

He was reportedly be-
hind multiple target kill-
ings, including those of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Rehan Zeb,
Awami National Party’s
Maulana Khan Zeb, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Nawagai, Buner district,
and several police and
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
members.

He had earlier been im-
prisoned at Kabul's Pul-
e-Charkhi Jail and was
released following the Tal-
iban takeover in Afghani-
stan, officials said, adding
that he entered Pakistan in
2023 and has been orches-
trating attacks in Bajaur
and adjoining areas.

stabbings

urday.

The man, of Langford
Road in Peterborough,
appeared before Peter-
borough  Magistrates’
Court following the
charges and will remain
remanded in custody.

A second man, a
35-year-old British na-
tional from London who
was also arrested at the
scene in Huntingdon,
was later released “with
no further action™.

IRF welcomes MoRTH move
to install QR code on every
major road project

International Road Fed-
eration (IRF) on Mon-
day welcomed highways
minister Nitin Gadkari’s
recent announcement to
install QR code on every
major road project for
improving the quality of
roads, and termed it as a
bold new transparency
push and a major step
towards  participatory
governance.

IRF is a global road
safety body working for
better and safer roads
worldwide.

IRF president emeri-
tus K K Kapila said the
bold new transparency
and visionary initiative
to introduce QR codes
for improving the quality
and monitoring of Indian
roads marks a significant
milestone in the nation’s
journey towards creating
a more lransparent, ac-
countable, and technolo-

= -
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gy-driven  infrastructure
management system.

“By enabling real-time
tracking of road construe-

go a long way in ensuring
durability, safety, and
long: sustainability
of India’s road network,”
Kapila said.

Headded that this inno-
vative step by the Minis-
try of Road Transport and
Highways truly reflects
the government of India’s
dedication to enhancing
the quality, transparency,
and efficiency of road in-
frastructure development
— amove that will greatly
benefit citizens and the
economy al
IRF also appreciated
Uma Shankar, Secretary,
MoRTH, for reiterating
the importance of this in-

itiative and for his assur-
ance of close monitoring
of its implementation.

India, New Zealand FTA Talks Commence

New Delhi:

fficials of India
and New Zealand
on Monday start-

ed the fourth round of
negotiations in  Auck-
land for the proposed
free trade agreement,
the commerce ministry
said.

Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Go-
yal will reach Auckland
this week to meet his
New Zealand counter-
part Todd MeClay to re-
view the progress of the
negotiations.

“The Fourth Round
(November 3-7, 2025)
of negotiations for the
India-New Zealand Free
Trade Agreement (FTA)
commenced today (Mon-
day) in Auckland, New
Zealand,” the ministry
said in a statement.

Negotiations in this
round are focusing on key
areas, including trade in
goods and services, and
Rules of Origin.

“Both sides are work-
ing constructively to
build on the progress
achieved in earlier
rounds, to reach con-
vergence on outstanding
issues and move towards
the early conclusion of
the FTA,” it said.

The FTA negotiations
was formally launched
on March 16, 2025.

The third round of

Al
)

negotiations for the
agreement concluded on
September 19 in Queen-
stown, New Zealand.

India’s bilateral mer-
chandise trade with New
Zealand stood at USD
1.3 billion in 2024-25,
registering a growth of
nearly 49 per cent over
the previous year.

The proposed FTA is
expected to further boost
trade flows, promote
investment linkages,
strengthen supply chain
resilience, and create a
predictable framework
for businesses in both
countries.

New Zealand's average
import tariff is just 2.3

V|'

per cent.

In a free trade agree-
ment, two countries ei-
ther significantly reduce
or eliminate

customs

between them. They also
ease norms to promote
trade in goods and ser-
vices.

“The Fourth Round
(November 3-7, 2025)
of negotiations for the
India-New  Zealand

India, Bahrain
Trade Deal
Negotiations
Begin

New Delhi:

Free Trade Ag

(FTA) commenced to-
day (Monday) in Auck-
land, New Zealand,”
the ministry said in a
statement.

India and New Zea-
land began negotiating
the CECA in April 2010
to boost trade in goods,

services, and invest-
ment. After nine rounds
of discussions, however,
the talks stalled in 2015.

India’s key goods ex-
ports to New Zealand
include clothing, fab-
rics, and home textiles;
medicines and medical
supplies; refined petrol;
agricultural equipment
and machinery such as
tractors and irrigation
tools, auto, iron and
steel, paper products,
electronics, shrimps,
diamonds, and basmati
rice.

The main imports are
agricultural goods, min-
erals, apples, kiwifruit,
meat products such as
lamb, mutton, milk al-
bumin, lactose syrup,
coking coal, logs and
sawn timber, wool, and
scrap metals.

UPI Transactions Hit Record High in October

New Delhi: )
Fuelled by festive buy-
ing, the transaction
through the popular
Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI) touched a
record high of Rs 27.28
lakh crore and 20.7 bil-
lion in value and volume
terms, respectively, in
October, according to
data released by the Na-
tional Payments Corpo-
ration of India (NPCI).

In terms of value, the
last highest recorded

O
NPCI said the value of
transactions was at Rs
27.28 lakh crore in Oc-
tober against Rs 23.49
lakh crore in the same
month a year ago, reg-
istering a 16 per cent
growth on an annual
basis.

was Rs 25.14 lakh crore
in May, while in terms
of volume, the last high
was 19.47 billion in July.

NPCI said the value of
transactions was at Rs
27.28 lakh crore in Octo-
ber against Rs 23.49 lakh
crore in the same month
a year ago, registering a
16 per cent growth on an
annual basis.

On a month-on-month
basis, the growth was 9.5
per cent in terms of val-
ue. The UPI transaction
in value terms was Rs
24.90 lakh crore, while
volume was 19.63 bil-
lion.

The average daily
transaction in October
was 668 million with
an average value of Rs
87,993 crore during the
festival month.

“The steady rise in
UPI volumes, particu-
larly during high-traf-
fic periods like Diwa-
li, demonstrates the
strength of India's
digital  infrastructure
and its ability to han-
dle massive, real-time
transactions seamless

ly.

“It also highlights
how behavioural
change has taken firm
root, from large cities
to the heart of Bharat,
where digital payments
are now part of daily
life,” Spice Money CEOQ
Dilip Modi said.

Today, UPI accounts
for 85 per cent of all dig-
ital transactions in In-
dia. Its impact goes be-
yond national borders,
powering nearly 50 per

cent of global real-time
digital payments.

UPI is already live
in seven countries, in-
cluding the UAE, Sin-
gapore, Bhutan, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, France, and
Mauritius. Its entry into
France is a milestone
because it is UPI's first
step in Europe. This al-
lows Indians travelling
or living there to pay
seamlessly without the
usual hassles of foreign
transactions.

NPCI, an initiative
of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) and the In-
dian Banks’ Association,
is an umbrella organisa-
tion for operating retail
payments and settle-
ment systems in India
(IBA).

It runs the Unified
Payments Interface
(UPI) used for real-time
payments between peers
or at merchants’ end
while making purchas-
es.

India and Bahrain on
Monday announced com-
mencing negotiations for
an ambitious trade deal
and inching closer to seal
an investment pact as Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar held extensive
talks with his Bahraini
counterpart  Abdullatif
bin Rashid Alzayani to
further broad-base over-
all ties.

In their talks, the two
ministers also agreed
to develop a common
understanding to com-
mence negotiations for
a double taxation avoid-
ance agreement (DTAA).

This would help elim-
inate double taxation,
provide tax certainty and
promote trade and in-
vestment, officials said.

Alzayani landed in In-
dia on Sunday on a two-
day visit with an aim to
further expand bilateral
ties in the areas of trade,
investment and defence
at a time West Asia has
been witnessing conflicts
and geopolitical turmoil.

In his opening remarks
at the meeting, Jais-
hankar reiterated India’s
support for the Gaza
peace plan and hoped
that it would lead to a
lasting and durable solu-
tion to the conflict in the

region.

In their talks, Jais-
hankar and Alzayani
explored ways to boost
bilateral cooperation in
areas of defence, securi-
ty, economic, trade, in-
vestment, health, fintech,
space, culture and peo-
ple-to-people ties.
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BCCI announces award of Rs 51 crore, PM Modi
to Virat Kohli all hail Women’s World Cup win

Afghanistan
head coach
Jonathan Trott
set to part ways
i Mumbai:
with ACB after o umbai:
T20 World Cup I trol for Cricket in
India (BCCI) an-
2026 nounced a cash prize
of Rs 51 crore for the
New Delhi: I(C Women’s  World
e i Cricket Indian
Board (ACB) on Monday team and everyone from
announced the tenure of | Prime Minister Nar-

Head Coach Jonathan
Trott will officially con-
clude following the ICC
T2o World Cup 2026,
set to take place in Feb-
ruary.

This decision comes as
part of ACB's lon f%mrm
strategic planning for the
next phase of the nation-
al team’s growth, as per a
release from ACB.

Jonathan Trott, who
took charge of the Af-
ghanistan National Team
in 2022, has worked
closely with the players
over the past few years,
contributing to the team’s
development and rising
international  competi-
tiveness.

During his tenure, Af-
ghanistan celebrated some
of its most memorable
moments in recent cricket
history, mc]udmg major

tournament suceesses,
historic vnctones against
top-ranked nations, and
milestones that elevated
the country’s global crick-
eting profile.

ACB recognises that
coaching transitions are
a natural part of the glob-
al cricketing ecosystem.
Just as teams evolve, so
do their leadership and
strategic needs. No inter-
national side remains un-
der a single coach forever,
and this change marks a
new chapter for Afghani-
stan as the Board contin-
ues building toward long-
term excellence.

Labuschagne
continues
red-hot domestic
run with third
One Day Cup ton

Sydney:
Australian batter Mar-
nus Labuschagne con-
tinued to unleash tor-
rent of runs in domestic
circuit, slamming his
third ton of the ongo-
ing One Day Cup for
Queensland against New
South Wales at Sydney
on Monday.

Following last two
years of indifferent form
in international cricket,
especially Tests, Aus-

tralia’s  second-most
premier batter after
Steve Smith contin-

ues to be hell-bent on
proving that his class
is permanent and runs
would soon flow, as
he smashed 101 in 111
balls, with six fours and
a six, striking at 90.99.

His  total  helped
Queensland reach 287/9
in 50 overs, with spin-
ner Tanveer Sangha
(3/64) being the pick
of the bowlers for
NSW. Later during the
defence of the total, he
also picked two wick-
ets, with Lachlan Shaw
(60 in 64 balls, with
six fours and a six) and
Sam Konstas (47 in 74
balls, with three fours)
being top contributors
as NSW was restricted
to 191 all out, losing by
96 runs.

Marnus is the top
run-getter in the tourna-
ment, with 338 runs in
four innings at an aver-
age of 84.50, with three
centuries and a strike
rate of over 99, with best
score being 130.

This is his fifth century
in past eight innings in
domestic cricket across
formats, having already
slammed two Sheffield
Shield centuries as well.
He rules the batting
charts of Aussies’ most
premier red-ball tour-
nament as well, with
341 runs in four innings
at an average of 85.25,
a healthy strike rate of
77.67 and two centuries,
with best score of 160.

endra Modi to Sachin
Tendulkar to Virat Kohli
raised a toast to the
women on Monday, the
day after a victory that is
being hailed as a defin-
ing moment that could
inspire generations.

BCCI secretary Deva-
jit Saikia confirmed that
the entire team, includ-
ing players, coaches, se-
lectors and support staff,
would share the reward.

The long-awaited mo-
ment of glory arrived at
the DY Patil Stadium in
Navi Mumbai as captain
Ilarmanpreet Kaur's
team defeated South
Africa by 52 runs in the
final, ending decades of
heartbreak that included
the 2005 and 2017 losses
in the finals. This victory
marked India’s first-ev-
er Women's World Cup
title.

“In 1983, Kapil Dev in-
spired a new era in Indi-
an cricket with the men’s
World Cup win. Today,
our women have reig-

51 crore reward as India’s queens lift the World Cup!

nited that same spirit
and pride for the nation,”
Saikia said announcing
the reward.

India opener Smriti
Mandhana said she was
still struggling to pro-
cess the magnitude of
her team’s achievement,
calling it “unreal.”

“I haven't been emo-

tional on the cricket field.
But yeah, just a very
unreal moment, home
World Cup and just to
read that we are Cham-
pions, I just can’t, I'm
still not able to process
it,” she said.

India women’s head
coach Amol Muzumdar
described his team’s his-

LSG set to appoint Tom Moody
as global director of cricket

New Delhi:
Lucknow  Super  Gi-
ants (LSG) is set to ap-
point former Australian
all-rounder Tom Moody
as their global director
of cricket, which will put
him charge of “Super Gi-
ants’ group of franchises,
LSG in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL), Dur-
ban Super Giants (DSG)
in SA20 and their Man-
chester-based franchise
in The Hundred.

Moody, who turned
60 in October, is
amongst  the  best
coaches in the game,
having been active in
international  cricket
and franchise teams
for over two decades,
serving as the overse-
er of Oval Invincibles’
hat-trick of titles in The
Hundred competition.
He also led Desert Vi-
pers to runners-up fin-
ishes in International
League T20 (ILT20) in
2023 and 2025, as per
ESPNCricinfo.

It is also understood
that Surrey and Reli-
ance Industries Limit-
ed (RIL), the owners of
Mumbai Indians who
got a 49 per cent stake
in the Oval Invincibles
this year wanted to re-
tain Moody, but the for-

v s
“Tom Moody to join LSG as Global Director of Cricket!

mer Aussie star opted
to take the LSG offer
with a larger role in his
hands.

LSG owned by RP
Sanjiv Goenka Group
(RPSG) are yet to make
Moody’s appointment
public and the tenure
of his deal is yet to be
confirmed.

Moody will be mak-
ing his return to the IPL
after leaving Sunrisers
Ilyderabad (SRII) back
in 2022, which was his
second time serving a
coaching role with the
time. His earlier tenure
with the Men in Orange
was between 2013 and
2019, which also saw
them capture 2016 title.
He returned to the fran-
chise as a Director of

Cricket in 2021 but was
given the head coach
position next season
after another Aussie
Trevor Bayliss left the
franchise.

At LSG, Moody will
be taking over the role
previously occupied by
Indian pace legend Za-
heer Khan in IPL 2025
season. Zaheer was ap-
ppointed for two season
and Zaheer parted ways
with the team prema-
turely in

toric World Cup triumph

a “watershed moment”
for Indian cricket, laud-
ing his players for their
relentless work ethic
and composure under
pressure.

“We didn't look at
those losses as losses.
We just thought that we
just couldn’t get over the

line. That's about it. We
dominated a lot major-
ity of those matches so
we didn’t look at this as
losses,” he said.

“We just thought that
there are some hiccups
in the campaign. We
were still alive in the
tournament and here we
are on 2nd November
2025 World Cl

BCCI president Manhas on
Women’s WC winning team

Mumbai:
As the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) announced
a cash reward of Rs
51 crore for the ICC
Women’s World Cup
winning Indian team,
the board’s president
Mithun Manhas con-
gratulated the team for
their maiden World Cup
triumph, sa\mg that the
triumph “vi the

Shafali Verma was
named Player of the
Match for her blistering
knock and crucial spell
of bowling, while Deep-
ti Sharma was crowned
Player of the Tourna-
ment for her stellar
all-round  performance,
scoring 215 runs and
claiming 22 wickets in
the tournament.

Encomiums for the
team have been pouring
in since the victory.

At an event where he
inaugurated the Emerg-
ing Science, Technology
and Innovation Con-
clave (ESTIC) 2025 at
Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi, Prime Min-
ister Modi said: “Today’s
event is related to sci-
ence. But before that, T
would like to talk about
India’s magnificent vic-
tory in cricket. The en-
tire nation is delighted
by the success of our
cricket team.

inv estment and faith the
BCCI placed in building
a world-class women'’s
programme”.

All-round performanc-
es from Shafali Ver-
ma (87 and 2/36) and
Deepti Sharma (58 and
5/39) were the high-
lights as a clinical Wom-
en in Blue team defied
all odds and barriers to
seal their maiden ICC
Women'’s World Cup ti-
tle and first-ever world
title across both white-
ball formats, defending
a target of 299 runs suc-
cessfully at Navi Mum-
bai’s DY Patil Stadium
on Sunday.

To honour this un-
precedented success, the
BCCI  has announced
a cash reward of INR
51 crore for the play-
ers, support staff and
selection committee, in
recognition of their re-
markable performance,
dedication and contri-

bution to the nation’s
sporting glory.

Under the astute guid-
ance of the BCCI, the
players, cupport staff
and
er have delivered an
extraordinary  perfor-
mance on the grandest
stage, fulfilling the as-
pirations of millions of
fans across the country.

The BCCI also took the
opportunity to highlight
the pivotal role of Jay
Shah, who served with
distinction as Honorary
Secretary of the BCCI
and now holds the posi-
tion of Chairman of the
International  Cricket
Council (ICC) in boost-
ing the women’s cricket
ecosystem in India with
moves like equal match
fees as men’s players
and the Women's Pre-
mier League (WPL)
franchise event, giving
young Indian talent a
chance to brush up with
world-class Indian and
overseas superstars,

The transformation
of women’s cricket in
India, from modest be-
ginnings to world-stage
triumph, owes much to
his steadfast vision, his
commitment to profes-
sionalising the women's
game and ensuring In-
dia builds a pipeline of
talent capable of achiev-
ing global success.

Harman’s Triumph: The Captain
Who Steered India to Glory

Sanjay Dubey

New Delhi:
Every heart in the nation
is chanting “Harman,
Harman.” When a ship
reaches its destination,
the glory belongs to its
captain; when it sinks,
the captain bears the
burden. Twice before,
the Indian women's
cricket team’s ship had
sunk. This time, Iar-
manpreet Kaur stood at
the helm, determined to
reach the shore.

The journey was far
from smooth. After three
consecutive wins, came
three crushing defeats
that nearly broke the
team’s spirit. But true
champions rise from set-
backs. Regaining their
rhythm, the women in
blue fought back fierce-
ly. Their determination
peaked in the semifinal,
where they defeated a
formidable  Australian
side—virtually seen as
the cl ions already—

After reaching plm-
oif« n first two seasons
2 and 2023, LSG
fa:led o reach the final
four in their next two
seasons, finishing the
last season at seventh
spot with six wins in 14
matches.

by five wickets. The final
was a statement of dom-
inance: South Africa, a
strong contender, fell
short by 52 runs.

The victory brought
back memories of Chak
De! India, a film that
captured how belief, uni-

ACB confirms batting coach Andrew
Puttick’s departure after end of contract

Kabul:

The Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) on Monday
confirmed that batting
coach Andrew Puttick
will depart following the
conclusion of his con-
tract at the end of De-
cember.

The former South Af-
rican cricketer joined
Afghanistan’s backroom
staff in January 2024.
During his tenure, Af-
ghanistan  batters ex-
celled to new heights
and transformed from
an inconsistent side to
a clinical unit, capable
of chasing imposing tar-
gets.

During his reign, Af-
ghanistan reached the
semi-finals of the T20
World Cup 2024 in the
USA and the Caribbe-
an for the first time. In
their historic run, Af-
ghanistan toppled New
Zealand and Australia in
the group stage and Su-
per 8s.

In the ODI World
Cup 2023, Afghanistan
handed defeats to Eng-
land, Pakistan and Sri

Lanka. At one point,
the Hashmatullah Sha-
hidi-led side almost
knocked Australia down,
but floundered against
Glenn Maxwell’s heroic
unbeaten 201.

“The Afghanistan
Cricket Board (ACB)
extends its sincere grat-
itude to Andrew Puttick
for his dedicated service
and valuable contribu-
tions as Batting Coach of
the national team. Dur-
ing his tenure, Andrew
played a significant role
in enhancing the tech-

Andrew,

nical and mental ap-
proach of our batters,
contributing to several
notable performances
across formats,” ACB
said in a statement on
X.

“His professionalism,
calm demeanour, and
commitment to player
development have left a
lasting and positive im-
pact on both the coach-
ing unit and the players.
Ilaving started his jour-
ney with ACB in January
2024, his contract con-
cludes on December 31,
2025. We take this op-
portunity to thank An-
drew for his hard work,
passion, and devotion
to Afghanistan cricket.
He will always remain
a respected member of
the ACB family, and we
wish him the very best
in his future coaching
endeavours. Thank you,
and best of
luck in your next chap-
ter,” ACB concluded.

ty, and the right mentor-
ship could transform a
team. The Indian wom-
en’s team found that
guiding force in coach
Amol Muzumdar. When
he took charge, the team
was often accused of
buckling under pres-
sure. Muzumdar, once
hailed as a contempo-
rary of Sachin Tendulkar
but denied a national
call-up, brought with
him the hunger and grit

of a man who had some-
thing to prove. He trans-
ferred that same hunger
to his team, turning raw
potential into purpose.
And in doing so, he tru-
ly became Amol—price-
less.

India’s victory in
Mumbai was not the
tale of one star per-
former; it was the story
of collective brilliance.
Each player gave her
all—whether it was

with the bat, the ball,
or in the field. Cricket,
a game that often glori-
fies individual records,
saw the power of team-
work. Deepti Sharma,
with crucial runs and
five wickets in the final,
seemed the ideal choice
for Player of the Match.
Yet, the balance of
awards went to Shafali
Verma, the Player of the
Series, who had stepped
in for the injured Pra-
tika Rawal. Amanjot’s
incredible catch of the
South African captain—
after three determined
attempts—became one
of the defining moments
of the final, symbolizing
the team’s never-give-up
spirit.

This win was not just
a sporting milestone—it
was an emotional one.
The daughters of India
have carved history with
their courage and com-
posure. The sight of men
dancing and celebrating
the women’s triumph
in city squares reflected
a beautiful shift in the
nation’s sporting spirit.
Harmanpreet and her
team didn’t just win a
trophy; they won hearts,
uniting 1.46 billion Indi-
ans in joy and pride.

Mithali Raj hails India Women'’s
team on maiden ICC World Cup win

New Delhi:
Former India captain
Mithali Raj, with full
emotion and  pride,
hailed India as they lift-
ed their maiden ICC
Women's World Cup
trophy after defeating
South Africa in a thrill-
ing final on Sunday.

Under Jay Shah's
leadership, the BCCI
has championed gender
in cricket, driv-
ing initiatives like pay
parity and the Women's
Premier League (WPL).
Raj praised ICC Chair-
man Jay Shah for these
initiatives, which are
changing the course of
women'’s cricket.

In an X post, Mithali
Raj wrote, “What hap-
pened last night is a tes-
tament to the fact that
when you give wings
to a dream, dreams do
come true. The girls
were brilliant, but one
must acknowledge the
support behind this wa-
tershed moment, four

years of planning and
belief. When @JayShah
Sir was the BCCI Secre-
tary, the @BCCI intro-
duced initiatives that
changed the course of
women'’s cricket, from
equal match fees and
the Women's Premier
League to a stronger do-
mestic structure, India A
tours, and a thriving U19

pathway.”
“Now, the @ICC con-
tinues to shape the

women's game, with the

World Cup being hosted
at home and the prize
pool raised to 13.88 mil-
lion dollars, a fourfold
increase that shows how
far the game has come.
For every person stand-
ing behind a young girl
who dares to dream of
wearing India’s colours,
this is a pivotal moment,
a reminder that dreams
do come true when those
dreams get the support
they truly deserve,” she
added.
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Charles Coste,
world’s oldest
Olympic
champion,
passes away
at101

Hew Dethiz
The world's cldest
Olympic champion, cy-
clist Charles Gosts, died
af theagaof 101

4n Olympic champi-
on 48 4 part of the team
pursuit cydling event
back in London Clym-
pics 1948, he' carried
the Olympic torch as
the penultimate torch-
bearer at the opening
coremeny of the last
year's Paris Olympics.

4 per Olympics.oom,
Coste disd on Thursday,
October 31. Coste was
alongside Serpe Blus-
sem, Pernand Decanali,
and Pierre Adam when
France won the Olym-
pic gold in men's team
pursuit event in 1548,

He had been the
oldest living Olympic
champien, sincs Hun-
gary gymnast  Agnes
Keleti died on January
2025.

Coste was born on
February 8, 1924 in
Olities, i the Var re-
gion and quickly found
a passion in sport and
cycling, He became the
French national pur-
euit champion in 1647
and won the Olympic
gold an year later as the
leader of Team Francs,
outclassing Great Brit-
ain at ther home turf
in the semi-finals and
then Ttaly in the final.

The five-time Judo
champicn in Clympics,
Teddy Riner, who had
vecsived the Olympic
terch from Coste, said
on secial media as quot-
ed by Olympics.com,
“Charles Coste has left
us: T had the immense
honour of receiving the
Olympic flame from
him at the Paris 2024
Games, That moment
symbolised the pas-
sicn and transmission
that droye him. Charles
Coste reprasented com-
mitment, respect, and
lovs for gport in all ite
forms. His career com-
mands admiration and
his legacy will continue
to ingpire fubure gener-
ations.”
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Chennai Super Champs to serve up sports
spectacle in the city in Nov with Chennai Open

Chennai:

Chennai Super Charaps,
the city's Werld Fide
lehall Leagus (WPBL)
franchise, on Monday
announced the: open-
ing of & stats-cf-the-art
indoor courts in part-
nership with, and at,
Sathyabama Uniyersi-

ty.

The courts will be
home to the inaugural
edition of it flagship
pickleball champi-
onship, The' Chennai
Open, to be held be-
tween Novem ber 13-18,
2025, The vibrant city
of Chennai will hest cne
of the most anticipated
sporting festivals in ths
region, 48 Per 4 préss re-
le

age.

Organissd by Chenmai
Super Champs in con-
juncticn with WPEL, the
inaugural edition prom-
ises to be a communi-
ty-driven  movement
that brings the rapidly
growing sport of pickle-
ball to the heart of the
aty, and it's doing so
with India's biggast-over
pickleball prize pool of
Re g5 Liacs up for grabs.
Tt will also give a chance
to budding yeungsters

nien Minister for
Youth Affairs and
Sports Mansukh
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Mandaviya announces centenary celebrations

to mark 100 years of Indian Hockey

New Delhiz

Wandaviya anneunced
o Monday the grand
celebration to mark 100
Years of Indian Heekey,

The centenary cels-
braticns, te be held in
association with Hockey
India, will take place on
Hloverber 7at the Major
Dhyan Chand National
Stadium in New Del-
hi, with parallsl events
scheduled across more
than 550 districts in In-

dia.

Indian Hockey on
November 7 completes
100 years. For decades,
even before India gained
independence, Indian
heckey was comsidered
the epitome of sperting
excellence on the global
stags. With a proud hau]
of 13 Olympic medals,
including 8 gold, one
silver, and 4 bronge, Tn-
dia established itslf as a
powerhousein the sport.

“#s India celsbrates
100, gears of hockey,
we honour a century
of pride, perseverance,

Real Madrid defender channels
club legend with thunderbelt

and natienal glory. This
milestone is an occasion
to remember our heroes
who brought honour
to the conntry and to
draw inspiration from
their journey as we lock
ahead. Hockey is merg
than just a sport for -
dia -- it is part of onr
identity and collective
spirit. The celebrations
across mere than 550
districts will not only

Rome:
The game was almest
deng. Real Madrid were
leading 30 against & Va-

for appearainos, He mads
the bench on a eouple of
oceasions, was lcaned out
to Presten North Bnd,

lenciasidein therelegation  Granada and then Benfica,
zone: The Bemaben wasa  with the Portuguese club
littlsbitflat. Threefirsthalf ~ having an opticnal pur-
godls had already sealad  chaseclanse of sbemdllion.
the match, and Madrd A figure that Manchester
had hified o 4geartn. Urited il ety ok back
the secend half, onwithregret,

Come the summer of
2024, Penfia had mo
doubts and exervised that

In the 8ond minute of
the gams, Alvaro Feman-
des Carreras dedded to

channel hig imer Roberto. opticn. Now adopting his
Carlcsandbring theBem-  ‘maternal sumame; Car-
abeu to life. A hammer of  revas went cn to grow by
astrike later, Cameras had  Jeaps and bounds. Madrid
sowedhisfistevrgoalfor  came calling onoe more
thecubhesupported asa and parted with somillion
child and madesomewith- o secure hisservices. Xabi
in the Bernabien (induding ~ Alonso was in need of 2
Flarertine Pares) relive 2 solution at left-back, with
diminutive Brazilian chib  Perland Mendy perennial-
egend. Iy infured, Fran Garcianot
In go2o, then known  up fosnuffand David Ala-
with hispaternal sumame,  ba getting wosfully found
a 17year-cld Alvaro Fer-  out i the UBFA Champi-
nandez left Real Madrids  ons Lesgue agaimst Arse-
academy tojoin Manches-  nallastseason.
ter Uniteds jouth pro-  Alnso tusted  the
gram. The Laliga giants  ze-year-cld right from the
weran't too parturbed —  off, as Carperas began the
Alvaro showed nosigns of  ssason with aplomb. Us-

ever living up bo his idoks
— Marcdlo and Reberto
GCarles.

His time in Bngland was
mixed — despite impress-
ingwith the Man Utd U-23
sehip, (evem being named
their MVP), the left-back.
was newer afforded a sen-

ing his pace and positiona]
news b fie up cppesition
wingers, he represented a
secure platform for Ving-
dus Jr. and others in the
Wadrid squad (hardly the
greatest support defen-
sively) to haws their fres-
dom.

Ohenmad Super Chisips st tolight up Noverab e vith e Chennal Oper

become familiar with its
history andshape the fo-
ture.”

Hockey India presi-
dent Dilip Tirkey said
h Iohiatt

Breaking Time

What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and
every 3 bex contains the digit 1to g. Every puzele
has only correct solution.

9 2

100
years of ndian hockey s
4 deeply emational and
proud mement for the
country.
“This milestone hon-
ows cur glorious past
while ingpiring 2 new
goneration to carry the
legacy forward, Indi-
an hockey has always
represented the spirit
of resilience, unity, and
excellence. As we cele-
brate this centenary, our
foous is on strengthen-
ing the game from the
grassroots, smpowering
beth men and weren
equally, and preparing
ow teams to reach the
pinnacle of world hode
& once again, T extend
heartfelt gratituda to all
these whe have stood
by Indian heckey over
the years — our playets,
coaches, fans, and part-
ners. Togsther, we will
make the next century
even more golden,” he
said,

these 100 years, hackey
has breught pride and
respact to the comn-
fry. On November 7th,
mers than 1400 hock-
o towrnamantts will be
organised in more than
550 districts across the
country. So that there
is widespread aware-
ness abaut hecksy in the
country. The youth of
the eountry should see
and understand hockey,

highlight our legacy but
also take the stery of In-
dian hockey to every cor-
ner of the natien, inspir-
ing, young bos and girls
to pick up the stick and
playwith passion,” Man-
sukh Mandaviya said.
Hlaboraing on the
amangements for the
celebrations, Mandaviya
said, “Hockey i3 turn-
ing 100 in the country
on Nowmbet #h. In

Jannik Sinner replaces Catlos Alcaraz at No. 1
with the year-ending top spot still uncertain

ROME —
It's net just Grand Slam
titles that Jarmik Sinner
and Carlos Alcaraz have
taken tums collscting
this year.

The top two tennis
players are also trading
the Mo. 1 ranking back
and forth.

Sinner offciilly re-
tumed to the top spot
in the ATP rankings on
Menday fellowing his
Paris Masters victory -
replacing Alcaraz, who
had held the honor for
nearly twomonths.

But due to the rank-
ings' math and rules, Al-
caraz will return to No. 1
next Menday.

The Ttalian and ths
Speaniard are separated
by so few points now -
Sinner leads with 11,500
points  to  Alcarar’s
11,250~ that it will come
down to their perfor-
mances at the upcoming
ATP Finals in Turin to

peints fotals by winning
- amcng other tourna-
ments - all four of this
year's majors,
Simmerwon the Avstral-
fan Cpers. Then Alearas
beat Sinner in an epic
French Open final, Sinner
Zotsome revenge by beat-
ng Alcaraz in the Win-
bledon final. And then
Alcaras beat Sinner again
for the ] 8. Open frophy.
ATP Pimak seedings
Making matters mare
licated is that Al-

from each playsr's per-
farmancs at last year's
finals drops off.

Sinner next week will
lcge the 1,500 points he
carned from  winning
the finals last year, while
Alearaz will lose anly
the 200 points that he
earned after failing to
advance From the greup
stage.

8o next Monday, the
rankings will read: Al-
caraz 11,050 and Sinner
16,000,

n
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Readers recom-
mended fo make all
ngoessary enquiries and
seckappropriate advics
befare action on any
advertisement and con-
tent published in this
publication. The print-
er, publisher, editorand
seller of the Top Story
do net vouch for any
claims. The publication

are

Dear Reader, T you
have any news or
you have any sugges-
tion regarding our
newspaper or you
have any problem
with any govern-
ment  department,
you may contact us
on 24 hour helpline

no- 01204225517,

424128 4for Dol- | is Being seld en the

hi & Chaziabag | condition and under-
ding that informa-

(yg8zgiogze), for [ SEnE thal 0

Neida(9818999985), tion given in this pub-

lication is merely for
reference and must not
be taken a5 hasing final
authority of or binding
in any way. We do net
owe any responsibility
for damage or loss to
any person, a purchase

Advertisement
(9818799941),
Circulation
(08586925450

caraz will be seeded Mo
1 for the finals - even
though he won't be
ranked Mo. 1 entering
that toumament.

That's becanse the fi-
nals uses amother rank
ings system - the “Racy

determine who ends the
year at No, 1.

Points dropping  off
While neither Simer
or Alcarez are playing
this week - excspt for
when the ATP Finals
start on Sunday - the

And there's zers pos-
sibility for any other
plager to move into the
top two spets anytime
soon sinee Mo, 3 Alex-
ander Zversv (5,560
points), No. 4 Tayler
Pritz (4,735) and Mo, 5

reason the rankings will ~ Novak Djokovwic (4,580)  to Tirm” that takes mto
change again next Moo~ trail far behind, acoount only points ek
day is because that's Sinmer and  Alearaz rulated in the calendar
the day when the points  have amassed their huge  year.

RIYADH:
ing cammunity. Chermai
deserves a sporting fes-
tival that belongs to the
city and its people, and
that's exactly what we
are building as we lock
to grew this exciting
ort.”

Sharing  his  vision
for the towrnament’s
broader impact, Hirank
Duwwry, co-owner of
Chennai Super Champs,
remarked, "Chr goal is
to make picklehall a part
of Chennai's everyday
life with Chennai Open.
We. are also crganising
camps for schocl kids,
women, werking pro-
il arid) mirme:
Wi ainr to inspine mere
pacple to pickup a pad-
dle, play with friends,

balenka put ona domi-
nant serving display in
her epening match at the
WTA Pinals, producing
10 aces in a 6-3, 6-1win
over No. B-rarked Jas-
mine Pachini on Sunday.

Sabalenka served four
a0 i the final game
of the first set and over-
all put 82.7% of her first
serves in play.

‘The match, which was
Sahalenka’s sooth at the
WThlevel, asted 70 min-
utes.

“T was fooused, T wes
calm, and it fet lke
everything was in con-
trol,” Sabalenka said.

On Saturday, Sabalen-
ka was presented with a
trophy for finiching the

like newer before. Acrces
four actien-packed days,
the event will feature
high-energy  matches,
yibrant on-ground expe-
ehimteer 810 s b
phere that blends alite
sport with community
celebration.

Spesking about the
upooming  edition, ac-
tress  Samantha Ruth
Prabhu, Owner of Chen-
nai Super Champs, said,

to showease their tal-
ent and graduate to the
next level starting with
the upcoming season of
WPBL.

Set against the back-
drop of Chennai's Haz-
ing sperting culture,
the Chennal Open will
tramsforrn the cityinta a
buszing hb of activity,
welooming players, fans,
farilies, and neweomers
to experience pickleball

and discover the joy of
this incredible sport”
The Chennai Open
2025 is designed for
all ages, genders, and
Plaging abilities. From
passicnate amateurs to
seasoned professionals,
the toumament’s inclu-
sive format and com-
munity-first approach
aim to cement its place
as ome of India’s most

year at No. 1.

“Tm super happy and
super proud of the work
that has been done and
that things aie working,
and Tm getting better and
betterevery day” she said.
“And Tjust hepe that we'ns
going to kesp deing what
waTe doing, and hopefully
wacan sty there.”

The seasci-enditg four-
nament for the years top

“Chennai  has always
embraced sport with
unmatched passion, and
the Chennai Cpen is a
raflection of that spir-
it. This tournament is
for everyone, mcluding
youngsters looking to
take upthe sport, Pickle-
ballis fun, inclusive, and
accessible, and we want
people from all walks of

life to come, play, and  exdting pickleball | eight plapers starts with
arg a part of this grow-  events, two Bur-weman groups of

Tep-ranked Arma Sa-

of this production i
not for the result of any
action taken on the ba-
sis of this work All dis-
putes are subject o the
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Aryna Sabalenka, Jessica Pegula
win WTA Finals openers

Satmkenk &P b sart st gt WTA Fils!

round-robin play. The tep
o finishers in esch group
advance to the semifinals,

“T take this toumnament
a5 a regular toumarent
that T have to win fiwe
matdhes if T want to win
the fitle,” Sabalenka
said. “So I'm just trying
to bring my best ten-
nis and fight for every
point”

Tn the same group,
Jessica Pegula beat de-
fending champion Coco
Gauff6-3,6-7(4), 6-21n
an all-American mateh-
up.

Gauff again efruggled
with her serve; hitting 17
doutle faults — includ-
ing one to hand the first

set to Pegula, her former
doubles partner.

Before she ulimatdly
ulled it out m the tie
eiaker, Gaufftwice failed

to sarve cut the second
set. On her seoond such
Chrtos e s o
secutive double faults o
let Pagula break her again
and foroea tishreaker.

Three wesks ago, Gauff
beat Pegula in the final of
the Wuhan Open in Chi-
na.

“oco i a great cham-
pion, great competitor,
good Fend Soi'salwags
tough playing her,” Peg-
ula said. T don't think
there's any secrets with
this group of girls here




ENTERTAINMENT

"Tu Meri Main Tera Main
Tera Tu Meri' to release
on December 25

‘\/Iumbdl

()llvwn od is a
place where tim-
ing is of essence.
Be it the box-of-

fice clashes or their aver-
sion, timing plays a huge
role in how things play out
on the ticket windows.

The Kartik Aaryan-star-
rer ‘Tu Meri Main Tera,
Main Tera Tu Meri’, which
was earlier scheduled to
close the entertainment
year on December 31,
2025, now has a new r
lease date. The film is set
to arrive in cinemas on
December 25, 2025.

Over the past few years,
Kartik  Aaryan
emerged as one of the
most bankable starsin the

has

positioned him as the face
of the new-age commercial
cinema, someone who
bridges the gap between
youth appeal and family
audiences.

However, the true star
power also lies in being
smart with the release of
the films. The change in
the release date of the film
comes shortly after Alia
Bhatt-starrer ‘Alpha’ va-
cated December 25, and
shifted to April 17, 2026.
Kartik, and the makers
made a quick decision to
consolidate the closing
week of 2025 at the box-
office.

With Ta
Tera, Main Tera Tu Meri,
Kartik seems to have

Meri Main

Mumbai

ans of Alia Bhatt

and Sharvari, get

ready but not just

yet because the
highly anticipated action-
packed thriller ‘Alpha’ has
anew release date. Earlier
confirmed to

hit A

YRF spokesperson
explained, “Alpha is an
extremely special film for us,
and we want to present itin A
| its most cinematic form. The
VFX work is taking a bit longer
than expected. We want to en-
sure the audience gets the full
theatrical experience. That's
why we’ve decided on an
April 17, 2026 re-

lease.”

| screens on December
25, 2025, the Yash Raj
Films (YRF) spy-uni-
#Q verse outing will now
arnve on April 17,
1 2026.
The

change

Mumbai
ta time when cre-
ative communities
across the world
apple with the
challenges of harnessing the
power of artificial intelli-
gence in movie making,
JioStar has powered ahead
to launch a mythological
web series — Mahabharat:
Ek Dharmayudh — show-
casing how, when a timeless
epic meets groundbreaking
technology, the outcome can
be pure magic.

The series serves as testa-
ment to how an epicas time-
less as the Mahabharata,
can be reimagined for
era of viewers using a
intelligence that helps
breathe life into ancient leg-
ends with breathtaking scale

TOP STORY, Devri, Tuesoay 04 Novemeer 2025

Alia Bhatt and
s/Sharvari-starrer ‘Alpha’
shifts to April 2026

comes as the film’s visual
effects team needs extra
time to perfect the high-
octane action sequences.
Sources close to the pro-
duction reveal that the team
is leaving no stome un-
turned to ensure ‘Alpha’
delivers a visually stunning
experience especially as
it marks the first fe-
male-led entry
in YRF's spy
universe.
YRF
spokesper-
3 e
plained,
“Alpha is
an
tremely
special film
for us, and we
want to present it
in its most cinemat-
ic form. The VFX work is
taking a bit longer than
expected. We want to en-

ex-

The film brings together
Alia Bhatt and Sharvari in
what promises to be a re-
lentless action showdown.
They will go head-to-head
against Bobby Deol, with
Anil Kapoor also playi
key role in this spy

Industry insiders sug-
gest that the duo’s fight
sequences and high-stakes
stunts require meticulous
VFX which cannot be
rushed if the film is to
maintain its cinematic im-
pact.

A top trade source
added, “The push is pure-
Iy about ensuring the film's
quality. The VFX team was
under significant pres:
and the original timeline
was simply unrealistic.
This decision has nothing
to do with crowded release
windows or competing
films. It's about giving au-
diences the best version of

re,

SS Rajamouli celebrates ISRO
naming its rocket ‘Bahubali’

New Delhi
ilmmaker SS Ra-
jamouli, who just
rereleased
"Baahubali" in the-
atres, celebrated the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) naming one of
its rockets after the film's
character, calling it a priv-
ilege for the entire team.
India witnessed a proud
moment in space history
as ISRO successfully
launched its heaviest com-
munication satellite, CMS-
03 on Monday. The satel-
lite, aimed at enhancing

tel nication and

sure the audience gets the  Alpha.”

full theatrical experience. Fans who were eagerly
That's why we've decided marking T ber for a
on an April 17, 2026 re- festive release will have to

lease.”

wait alittle longer.
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and emotional depth, al-
lowing for an unparalleled
immersive viewing experi-
ence.

With Mahabharat: Ek

Dharmayud_h. JioStar has
set a new benchmark for
Indian entertainment, com-
bining the depth of Indi
cultural legacy with the pos-

broadcasting capabilities,
was carried into orbit by

Jiostar and collective
\ media network partner
to launch Mahabharat

sibilities of tomorrow. The
series is a testament to the
powerful outcome of inno-
vative storytelling, allowing
fora world of infinite possi-
bilities.

Kevin Vaz, CEO, Enter-
tainment, JioStar, said: “The
entertainment we offer our
viewers is not just about en-
compassing the varied and
myriad cultures thatis India.
Itisasmuch about leverag-
ing the power of technology
to enhance the viewing ex-
perience. Mahabharat: Ek
Dharmayudh is a celebra-
tion of that belief —a fusion
of a timeless epic and ma-
chine intelligence that mir-
rors the spirit of anew India.
Through this series, we're
building a bridge between
tradition and the future ,
proving that our oldest and
most revered stori i
be our most futuristic

Slam Out Loud and Motwani Jadeja
join hands to nurture young artists

New Delhi

lam Out Loud (SOL)

has announced the

launch of the Mot-

wani Jadeja Young
Arfists Program, a first-of-its-
kind initiative designed to
systemically nurture excep-
tionally talented children in
the arts, which has been sup-
ported by the Motwani Jade-
ja Foundation.

In India, talent—whether
intellectual or artistic—has
the power to reshape narra-
tives. Yet, without the right
support structures, even the
most gifted children struggle

tionally talented children
across Delhi, Bangalore, Ma-
harashtra, and Punjab. These
young artists will participate
in structured workshopgels

dren grow in curiosity, imag-
ination, emotional aware-
ness and regulation, and
agency, alongside civic ca-

evidence comes directly from
children’s voices and work,
offering a richer and more au-
thentic picture of growth.
The transformative power
of such support is best seen in
the journeys of young artists
like Abbas Ali and Deepak
Kumar. Abbas, a Class 10
student from Delhi, once
wrote about cracks in his
identity that felt like cracks
under his skin. Today, at 20,
he has graduated on a full
scholarship and joined SOL’s
Fellowship, mentoring the
next generation of young

ISRO’s most powerful
launch vehicle, which has
now earned an affection-
ate and familiar nickname,
‘Baahubali’.
"Congratulations  to
#ISRO on the successful
launch of the heaviest com-
munication satellite CMS-
o3 today! Aproud moment
for India showcasing our
technological strength and
self-reliance in space ex-
ploration. Onwards and up-
wards!" the director wrote
in an X post on Sunday.
The official ‘Baahubali’
social media team joined
in the celebration reposting
videos of the launch with a
caption that perfectly cap-

tured the spirit: “The
#Baahubali spirit truly
knows no limits, from win-
ning hearts across the world
to now conquering the
skies! Congratulations
Team @ISRO.
#BaahubaliTheEpic #ISRO
#LVM3M5.”

So, what makes this
launch historic? The CMS-
03 satellite weighs a whop-
ping 4.410 kg, replacing
GSAT-7, which serves the
Indian Navy. The rocket,
LVM -3, successfully placed
the satellite into Geosyn-
chronous Transfer Orbit
(GTO) on Sunday evening
marking a major leap for
India’s space capabilities.

Jennifer Aniston
makes it official
with Jim Curtis

Mumbai
ennifer Aniston and
Jim Curtis: Jennifer

Aniston has finally

shared some excit-
ingnews with her fans. She's
in love again! The beloved
‘Friends’ star, 56, made the
announcement in her sig-
nature heartfelt style.

The actress marked the
occasion with a touching
birthday post for her new
beau, Jim Curtis, on Insta-
gram. In a striking black-
and-white photograph, Jen-
nifer is smiling softly, eyes
closed while wrapping her
arms around Curtis from be-
hind. The caption was short,
sweet, and full of affection:
“Happy birthday my love!
Cherished!”

But it wasn't just the words
that caught fans’ attention. A
a])rul\lmg diamond band on
*s ring finger imme-
diately sparked rumors that

making this a rare and joytul
glimpse into her personal
life. Fans have playfully
dubbed the announcement
“the hard launch of the year”,
celebrating the actress’ hap-
piness in the comments.
Many noted how heart-
warming it is to see her so
openly affectionate and glow-
ing.

According to reports, Jen-
nifer and Jim Curtis (a hyp-
notherapist, author, and life
coach) first met through mu-
tual friends. The two were
first linked publicly in July
2025, when they were spot-
ted together on a yacht in
y the
pair started out as friends,
and Jennifer had already
read his book and admired
his work. One insider shared
with the media, “He’s very
different from anyone she’s
dated before,” while another
added, “He's amazing to be
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