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India, China hold high
level talks on LAC peace

B [t was the first such interaction between the two militaries after the Special Representatives' talks
in August between National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

New Delhi

of high-level mili-
tary talks focusing on
maintaining peace and
security along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh using
existing mechanisms.

The Corps  Com-
mander-level meeting
was held on the Mol-
do-Chushul border point
on the Indian side of the
frontier on October 25.

It was the first such
interaction between the
two militaries after the
Special Representatives'
talks in August between
National Security Advi-
sor Ajit Doval and Chi-
nese Foreign Minister
‘Wang Yi.

The talks were held
in a friendly and cordial

atmosphere, the Min-
istry of External Affairs
(MEA) said.

It said the two sides
noted the progress since
the 22nd round of Corps
Commander level meet-
ing in October 2024 and
shared the view that
peace and tranquility
has been maintained in
the India-China border
areas.

"Both sides agreed to
continue to use existing
mechanisms to resolve
any ground issues along
the border to maintain
stability," it said.

In the last few months,
India and China have in-
itiated a series of meas-
ures to normalise their
relations after ending
the over four-year mil-
itary face-off along the
LAC in eastern Ladakh
October last year.

The face-off effectively
ended following comple-
tion of the disengage-

ment process from the
last two friction points
of Demchok and Dep-
sang.

Following Wang's vis-
it to New Delhi for the
Special Representatives'
talks in August 19, In-
dia and China unveiled
a series of measures for
a "stable, cooperative
and  forward-looking"
relationship that includ-
ed jointly maintaining
peace along the frontier,
reopening border trade
and promoting invest-
ment flows.

"This was the first
meeting of the 'Gen-
eral Level Mechanism’'
in the Western Sector
since the 24th round
of Special Representa-
tives talks held on Au-
gust 19," the MEA said
on  Corps-Commander
talks.

A Chinese readout on
the Corps-Commander
talks said the two sides
engaged in active and
in-depth  communica-
tion on the management
of the western section of
the China-India border.

The two sides decided
to maintain communi-
cation and dialogue as
decided by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi
Jinping, it said.

"They agreed to con-
tinue  communication
and dialogue through
military and diplomat-
ic channels under the
guidance of the impor-
tant consensus reached
by the leaders of the two
countries, and jointly
safeguard peace and
tranquillity in the Chi-
na-India border areas,"
the readout by the Chi-
nese defence ministry
said. Agency

The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu takes a sortie in a Rafale aircraft at Air Force Station, Ambala, in

Haryana on Wednesday.

Doing a trade deal with India
soon, says Donald Trump

Seoul

S President Don-

ald Trump on

Wednesday said
that the US is “doing a
trade deal with India” as
the two sides continue
to hold talks on the pro-
posed trade pact.

While speaking at
the APEC (Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation)
CEO Summit in Gyeong-
Ju, South Korea, Trump
added that he had great
“respect and love” for
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

“If you look at India
and Pakistan ... so, I'm
doing a trade deal with
India and I have great
respect and love, as you

US President Donald Trump

know, for Prime Minis-
ter Modi, we have a great

relationship,”  Trump
said.
However, without

elaborating further on
the subject of the trade
deal, Trump once again
shifted to his claims of
resolving the conflict
between India and Paki-
stan in early May.

Trump’s comment
came at a time when the
relations between New
Delhi and Washington
have been reeling un-
der severe strain after
Trump imposed 50 per
cent tariffs on India, in-
cluding an additional
25 per cent levies for its
procurement of Russian
crude oil.

India described the US
action as "unfair, unjus-
tified and unreasonable”.

Agency

Ajay Devgn, Yo Yo
Honey Singh reunite

for 'Jhoom Sharaabi'
PAGE-S § FiLM

Wangchuk's
right to
dissent stifled,
wife tells SC

w

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday took on re-
cord the amended plea
of Sonam Wangchuk's
wife Gitanjali J Angmo
challenging the climate
activist's detention and
sought the response of
the Centre and Union
Territory of Ladakh in
ten days.
A bench of Justices
Aravind Kumar and NV
Anjaria_asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
appearing for the Centre
and the UT of Ladakh, to
file the response to the
amended plea and post-
ed the matter for hearing
on November 24.
The bench also al-
lowed senior advocate
Kapil Sibal to file rejoin-
der, if any.
On October 15, the top
court deferred the hear-
ing on the plea of Ang-
mo after she sought to
file an amended petition
with additional grounds
for challenging the de-
tention of Wangchuk,
currently lodged in Cen-
tral jail at Jodhpur of
Rajasthan. Agency

Delhi govt puts cloud-
seeding trial on hold

New Delhi

A cloud-seeding trial
scheduled for Wednes-
day in Delhi has been
put on hold due to insuf-
ficient moisture in the
clouds, the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology-Kan-
pur said in a statement.

According to the state-
ment, the process is
highly dependent on the
right atmospheric con-
ditions.

The Delhi govern-
ment conducted two
cloud-seeding trials on
Tuesday in collaboration
with IIT-Kanpur but
there was no precipita-
tion in Delhi. Minimal
rainfall was recorded in
Noida and Greater Noi-
da after the trials.

The trials were con-
ducted in parts of Delhi,
including Burari, north
Karol Bagh, Mayur Vi-
har, and Badli.

In the statement,
IIT-Kanpur noted that
while rainfall could not
be triggered on Tuesday
as moisture levels were
around 15 to 20 per cent,
the trial delivered valua-
ble insights.

"Monitoring  stations
set up across Delhi cap-
tured real-time changes
in particulate matter
and moisture levels. The
data shows a measura-
ble reduction of 6 to 10
per cent in PM2.5 and
PM1o  concentrations,
indicating that even

4

under limited moisture
conditions, cloud seed-
ing can contribute to
improved air quality," it
said.

Asserting that the ob-
servations  strengthen
planning for future op-
erations, the Institute
said that such learnings
form the foundation for
more effective deploy-
ments ahead.

The cloud seeding tri-
als conducted in Delhi
on Tuesday helped in
the reduction of partic-
ulate matter at locations
where the exercise was
carried out even as con-
ditions were not ideal for
it, an official report said.

"The PM2.5 was 221,
230 and 229 reported
from Mayur Vihar, Karol
Bagh and Burari re-
spectively before cloud
seeding, which reduced

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Early conclusion of India-EU FTA
can make big difference: Jaishankar

New Delhi

n early conclusion
of the proposed
ree trade agree-

ment between India and
the European Union can
make a "big difference”
in terms of stabilising
the global economy and
strengthening demo-
cratic forces, External
Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar said on Wednes-

day.

He said this after
meeting a high-powered
trade delegation from
the 27-nation bloc.

The  seven-member
delegation is in India to
push for finalisation of
the long-awaited bilater-
al free trade agreement
(FTA) between the two
sides.

"Discussed how India &
the European Union can
maximize convergences
and deepen coopera-
tion. This can stabilize
the global economy and
strengthen democratic
forces," Jaishankar said
onX.

External Affairs Minister § Jaishankar

"The early conclusion
of the India-EU FTA can
make a big difference to
these objectives," he said.

Jaishankar  remarks
came as the two sides
looked to wrap up ne-
gotiations for the mega

trade pact.

In September, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and European

Commission ~President
Ursula von der Leyen
reaffirmed their com-
mitment to finalise the
trade deal by December.

The European Union

is India's biggest trade
partner with bilateral
trade in goods recording
USD 135 billion in the
financial year 2023-24.
The FTA is expected to

significantly ~ enhance
the two-way trade ties.
India and the EU con-
cluded the 14th round
of FTA negotiations in
Brussels on October 10.
Following the negoti-
ations, the EU said the
talks focused on firm-
ing up an economically
meaningful market ac-
cess package. Agency

Days after ceasefire, Israeli

airstrikes k

DEIR AL-BALAH

srael's military said

Wednesday that the

ceasefire was back
on in Gaza after it car-
ried out heavy airstrikes
overnight across the
Palestinian territory
that killed 104 people,
including 46 children,
according to local health
officials.

The strikes — the
deadliest ~since the
ceasefire was enacted
on Oct. 10 — marked the
most serious challenge
to the tenuous truce to
date.

Israeli Prime Minis-

ter Benjamin Netanya-
hu said he had ordered

the military to conduct
“powerful strikes” over

ill 104 in Gaza

HIGHLIGHT

he strikes the
deadliest since the
ceasefire was enacted
on Oct. 10 — marked
the most serious chal-
lenge to the tenuous
truce to date.

Gaza after accusing
Hamas of violating the
ceasefire when the mili-
tant group handed over
body parts that Israel
said were the partial
remains of a hostage
recovered earlier in the
war.

Netanyahu called the
return of these body
parts a “clear violation”
of the ceasefire agree-
ment, which requires
Hamas to return the
remaining hostages in
Gaza as soon as possible.
Israeli officials also ac-
cused Hamas of staging
the discovery of these
remains on Monday,
sharing a 14-minute ed-
ited video captured by a
military drone in Gaza.

In response to the
Israeli strikes, Ilamas
said that it would delay
handing over the body of
another hostage. Agency



Delhi govt puts
cloud-seeding
trial on hold
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to 207, 206 and 203

respectively after the
first seeding. Similarly,
PM10 was 207, 206 and
209, which got reduced
to 177, 163 and 177 at
Mayur Vihar, Karol Bagh
and Burari respectively,"
said the report.

IIT-K said it remains
committed to advancing
this research with sci-
entific discipline and a
clear focus on improv-
ing environmental out-
comes for the National
Capital Region (NCR).

After conducting the
trials on Tuesday, the
Delhi government, lat-
er in the evening, in
a report said that the
cloud-seeding trials
helped in reduction of
particulate matter at lo-
cations where the exer-
cise was carried out even
as conditions were not
ideal for it.
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SC calls for uniform rules
on Judicial promotions

New Delhi

lhe Supreme Court

on Wednesday

said that some
kind of nationwide "uni-
formity" in eriteria for
determining seniority of
entry-level judicial of-
ficers is needed to deal
with the slow and une-
ven career progres';mn
of such judges across
India.

A five-judge Consti-
tution bench headed by
Chief Justice B R Gavai,
however, made clear
that even remotely, it
does not intend to en-
croach into the powers
of high courts in rec-
ommending names for
judgeship.

The bench, also com-
prising justices Surya
Kant, Vikram Nath, K
Vinod Chandran and
Joymalya Bagchi, is
mulling framing uni-
form, nationwide ecri-
teria for determining
seniority in the Higher
Judicial Service (HJS)
cadre.

It took note of the sit-
uation that "in most of
the states, judicial of-
ficers recruited as Civil
Judge (CJ) often do not
reach the level of Prin-
cipal District Judge

NCB'’s Goa operation
exposes the dark web of
synthetic drug trade

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

In a meticulously
planned operation that
underscores the scale
and persistence of In-
dia’s narcotics challenge,
the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), Mum-
bai, has dismantled a
well-organised drug
syndicate operating
across Maharashtra and
Goa. The arrest of Dan-
ish Merchant — better
known by his street alias
“Danish Chikna” — and
his wife Henna Bharat
Shah marks a significant
step in the Bureau’s on-
going campaign against
the expanding menace
of synthetic drugs.

‘The case began with
a precise tip-off that led
NCB sleuthsto intercept a
courier in Pune, recover-
ing 502 grams of Mephe-
drone, a_dangerous syn-
thetic stimulant known
for its addictive proper-
ties. The trail quickly ex-
tended to Mumbai, where
another 839 grams were
seized from an associ-
ate, leading mveﬁtlgﬁtorﬁ
to the real masterniin
After days of surveillance.
and coordination across
states, the couple were
finally traced and arrest-
ed from a luxury resort in
Goa on October 25, 2025.

Merchant, a resident of
Dongri, has an extensive
criminal history, includ-

The case began with
a precise tip-off that
led NCB sleuths to in-
tercept a courier in
Pune, recovering 502
grams of Mephedrone,
a dangerous synthetic
stimulant known for its
addictive properties.

ing cases registered by
the NCB, Mumbai Police
and Rajasthan Police.
Once declared tadipaar
(externed) from Mumbai
for his repeated offences,
he continued to operate
from the shadows, alleg-
edly rebuilding his nar-
coties network through
new fronts. His wife,
Henna Shah, was report-
edly an active participant
in logistics, concealment,
and distribution.

Beyond the sensation-

ism of the arrests lies
a deeper concern — the
growing network of syn-
thetic drug syndicates
that feed urban addiction
and exploit vulnerable
youth. The NCB’s action
is a reninder that en-
forcement, though es-
sential, is only one part
of the battle.

To realise the vision of
a “Nasha Mukt Bharat
by 2047 India must
combine deterrence with
awareness, rehabilitation,
and social responsibility.

(PDJ), leave aside
reaching the position
of a Migh Court Judge.
This has resulted in
many bright young law-
yers being dissuaded
from joining the service
at the level of CJ".

At the outset of the
second day's hearing,
senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, appearing for
the Allahabad High
Court, dissuaded the
top court from impos-
ing a uniform seniority

framework.

He said the matter
should be left to the
discretion of the Iigh
Courts, which are con-
stitutionally ~ empow-
ered to manage the
administration of the
subordinate judiciary.

"The high ¢ourts are
seized with the facts
and the prevailing sit-
uations within their
states. They are best
positioned to deal with
the issue of seniority

and promotions... It is
the time to strengthen
the high courts and not
to weaken them,” he
sai

"Some uniformity
has to be there amongst
the high courts... we
will not be taking away
the discretion of high
courts for recommend-
ing the names. But why
should there be differ-
ent policies for every
high court? We do not
even indirectly or re-
motely intend to take
away the discretion-
ary powers of the high
courts," the CJI said.

Justice Surya Kant
added that the Bench's
directions, if any, would
not address "inter se
seniority" disputes but
would rather lay down
general principles for
ensuring fairness and
consistency across the
country.

"There is no question
of entertaining individ-
ual seniority disputes.
Tt's going to be a broad,
guiding  framework,"
Justice Kant clarified.

The CJI said the ex-
ercise is undertaken as
part of a "trial and er-
ror" method to improve
the situation.

Swift action b

y Railway staff

saves life at Erode Junction

b=

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Railways are much more
than just trains and
tracks — they are a life-
line connecting millions
of people every single
day. Ensuring that this
vast system runs safely
are the dedicated men
and women of the Rail-
way Protection Force
(RPF), who stand as vig-
ilant guardians of pas-
senger safety across the
Nation.

On the evening of
o7th October 2025, at
Erode Junction, one
such act of courage and
alertness came to light.
As the Erode-Chennai
Yercaud Express (Train
No. 22650) was about to
depart, a lady passenger
attempted to board the
moving train and lost
her balance. In that crit-
ical moment, RPF Ilead
Constable S. Jagadeesan,
posted at Karur/South-
ern Railway, reacted in-
stantly. With presence of

mind and quick reflexes,
he pulled her away from
the moving train — pre-
venting a serious acci-
dent and saving her life.

This incident high-
lights the grave dangers
of attempting to board or
deboard a moving train.
Even a moment’s lapse
can lead to life-threat-
ening injuries. The Rail-
ways urge all passengers
to wait until the train
comes to a complete
halt before boarding or
alighting.

Under Operation
Jeevan Raksha, RPF
personnel across the
country continue to dis-
play exceptional bravery
and compassion, saving
lives through their time-
ly intervention. Such
acts remind us that be-
hind the vast machinery
of the Indian Railways
lies a human heart —
one that beats for the
safety and well-being of
every passenger, every
single day.

Raigad fisheries cluster emerges as model for
Cooperative-Led blue economy growth

TSN/Mumbai
The cooperative-led
model of fisheries de-
velopment gained fresh
momentunm  on  Tues-
day as Union Fisheries
Secretary Dr. Abhilaksh
Likhi visited the Raigad
Fisheries ~ Cooperative
Cluster in Maharashtra
to review its progress
and engage with stake-
holders. The cluster is
being developed as a
model for integrated
fisheries  value-chain
development aimed at
strengthening  fisher-
ies-based livelihoods
through cooperative
participation.
uring his visit, Dr.
Likhi interacted wnh a51
members representing
156 Primary Fisheries
Cooperative  Societies
and nine Fish Farmer
Producer Organizations
(FFPOs) from across the
district. The discussions
focused on identifying
challenges, scaling up
infrastructure, and en-
haneing market linkages
to promote sustainable
growth in the sector.
Reaffirming the gov-
ernment’s focus on coop-
erative-led development,
Dr. Likhi said the activ-
ities of fisheries clusters
must align with flagship
national  programmes
such as the Pradhan
Mantri Matsya Sampa-
da Yojana (PMMSY) and

the Fisheries Infrastruc-
ture Development Fund
(FIDF). He noted that a
Joint Task Force formed
between the Department
of Fisheries and the
Ministry of Cooperation
is working to strengthen
fisheries  cooperatives
across India.

Citing the recent inau-
guration of a deep-sea
fishing vessel by Union
Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah, Dr.
Likhi said fisheries co-
operatives are central to
the government’s vision
for a prosperous and
self-reliant fishing com-
munity.

The Secretary direct-
ed the National Fisher-
ies Development Board
(NFDB) to organize
awareness and training

programmes, as well
as grievance redressal
camps across all taluks
of Raigad, to ensure
effective outreach and
implementation of gov-
ernment schemes. Ile
emphasized that the
cluster-based approach
would help achieve in-
tegrated growth across
the fisheries value chain,
with a focus on innova-
tion, exports, financial
access, and infrastruc-
ture improvement.

He also announced
that the visit marked the
start of a consultative
planning process that
will include multiple
rounds of dialogue with
cooperative representa-
tives to identify gaps and
design holistic, need-
based interventions. In-

fra:trucmre

proposa]s
raised by holders

harbours and landing
centres. These initia-
tives, she said, are being
carried out in coordi-
nation with the Minis-
try of Cooperation, the
National ~ Cooperative
Development Corpora-
tion (NCDC), and other
partner institutions.
NFDB Chief Exec-
utive Dr. B.K. Behera
presented an overview
of Raigad’s fisheries
landscape and outlined
a five-year roadmap un-
der PMMSY to enhance

infrastructure, cold
chain facilities, pro-
cessing units, market

lmkage S, and welfare
1.

would be pnontized. he
assured.

Joining the meeting
virtually, Joint Secretary
(Inland Fisheries) Shri
Sagar Mehra highlight-
ed the need for conver-
gence between miinis-
tries and schemes for
long-term sustainability.
He advocated a technol-
ogy-driven, integrated
approach to fisheries de-
velopment.

Joint Secretary (Ma-
rine  Fisheries) Ms.
Neetu Kumari spoke
about the development
of Standard Operating
Procedures (SoPs) for

harbour management
aimed at empowering
fisheries  cooperatives

to efficiently manage

with M aharashtra’s
fisheries growth goals.

Stakeholders  from
marine, freshwater, and
brackish water sectors
shared success stories
and concerns, calling for
improved facilities such
as fishing jetties, ice
plants, cold storage, and
dredging. Women par-
ticipants sought target-
ed initiatives, including
health and sanitation
facilities, while others
suggested exposure vis-
its to Andhra Pradesh to
learn from best practic-
es and strengthen credit
linkages. Finanecial in-
stitutions present at the
event assured continued
support for cooperative
initiatives.

Urdu most beautiful language Hindu-Muslim harmony vital for progress: Rijiju

New Delhi

Union Minority Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Wednesday  described
Urdu as "the most beau-
tiful language in the
world" and said harmo-
ny between Hindus and
Muslims is essential for
the country's progress
and unity.

He was speaking at the
105th Foundation Day
celebrations of Jamia
Millia Islamia (JMI),
which was inaugurated
at the university in the
presence of Vice Chan-
cellor Prof Mazhar Asif,
Registrar Md. Mahtab
Alam  Rizvi, and the
Dean of Students Wel-
fare, Neelofer Afzal.

The event began with
a Guard of Honour and
the recitation of verses
from the Quran, fol-
lowed by a rendition of

val
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the university's '"Tarana'
by school students.

It also marked the
opening of JMI's six-day
educational and cultural
fair -- the iconic Talimi
Mela -- returning in full
scale after more than
a decade, a statement
from the university said.

Rijiju released a spe-
cial issue of 'Jauhar, the
university's newsletter
revived after eight years,
and Jamia's Annual Re-

ort.

Praising the institute
as "the tallest example
of India's composite cul-
ture”, the minister said,
"JMI should continue to
send out the most pow-
erful message of unity,
nationalism and broth-
erhood to the entire na-
tion."

He paid tributes to the
university's  founders
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and recalled the support
extended by Mahatma
Gandhi, Rabindranath
Tagore, Sarojini Naidu
and Maulana Abul Kal-
am Azad during its early
years.

"Jamia is unmatched
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in academic rigour and
cultural richness; it
holds a special place in
my heart," Rijiju said.
Lauding the imple-
mentation of the Na-
tional Education Policy
at the university, the
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minister said he was
"highly impressed” with
its academic record and
national ranking.

Emphasising the im-
portance of open debate
in a democracy, he said,
"In our democracy, peo-
ple express their views
aggressively, which
sometimes creates po-
larisation. But that is not
necessarily bad so long
as it does not harm the
country."

Rijiju noted that while
Parliament often wit-
nesses noisy debates, it
remains the best plat-
form for diverse opin-
lons to be expressed.

Parliamentary
Aﬂ.nra Minister, it is
sometimes tough to run
the House; but chaos in
Parliament is a sign of
a vibrant democracy,"
he said, adding that de-

spite disruptions, crucial
legislation is eventually
passed "in the interest of
the nation".

The minister also un-
derlined India's consti-
tutional strength and
diversity. "Because of
the Constitution, we will
be safe, as it covers every
aspect of a problem and
provides a solution for
it," he said.

Rijiju  added that
mamlammg social har-
mony collective re-
spon elhﬂlt\

"Of the six recognised
minorities, Muslims
form about 80 per cent.
It is the responsibility of
the larger communities
-- Hindus and Muslims
-- to ensure harmony. If
they live in peace, then
all other smaller com-
munities will also con-
tinue to contribute to
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the growth of the coun-
try. Jamia Millia Islamia
is the best symbol from
where such a message
can go out," he said.

The minister an-
nounced support from
the Minority Affairs
Ministry for JMI's in-
frastructure, including a
larger auditorium, new
research facilities, and
an air-conditioned 1li-
brary for the Residential
Coaching Academy.

The ministry has also
sanctioned Rs 181 crore
for hostels and smart

classrooms, university
officials said.
Vice Chancellor

Mazhar Asif expressed
gratitude to Rijiju and
reaffirmed JMI's com-
mitment to "academic
excellence rooted in na-
tional service and inclu-
sive education”.
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Yamuna
Authority to
launch plot
scheme for
apparel sector
in December

Noida

The Yamuna Authori-
ty is now preparing to
give a new impetus to
the apparel sector with
the state government se-
lectingGautam Buddha
Nagar for the garment
sector under the "One
District, One Produet”
(ODOP) plan.

Meanwhile, the Yamu-
na Authority has in-
structed the officials
concernedto  purchase
the remaining land in
the Apparel Park with
the consent of farmers,
to provide more space
for industries. It is de-
veloping a state-of-the-
art Ap{pare] Park on 175
acre of land in sector 29.
This park is being devel-
oped specifically for tex-
tile and garment manu-
facturing units.

As of now , 81 plots
have been allotted, of
which registration for 61
plots has been complet-
ed, and possession of 43
plots has been handed
over. Construction work
is underway for seven
industrial units, while 16
have received approvals
for their plans. Demand
for plats in this area is
steadily increasing from
the apparel sector. In-
vestors and entrepre-
neurs are interested in
setting up their units in
the Apparel Park.

Therefore , the author-
ity has decided to launch
a new plot scheme on
the remaining
the Apparel Park. The
officials concerned said
that the new scheme will
be released in December
once the land acquisi-
tion process is complete.
According to officials
concerned, once the
Apparel Park is fully de-
veloped, it will become
a major hub for employ-
ment generation. During
the land allotment, the
Noida Apparel Export
Cluster claimed an in-
vestment of approxi-
mately ¥3,000 crore and
employment for over
300,000 people. 75% of
these jobs were prom-
ised to women.

FOR ADVERTISING IN

TOP
STORY
PLEASE
CONTACT:
9818799941

PUBLIC NOTIGE

Be it known 10 all concerned that
the father name of my client Sh
Dinesh Kumar Chillar
Daljeet Singh Rlo_ 6772
road, Nehru park Bah
i wrangly written as Daljit
place of Dalyeet Singls tn
the passport The futher name of
my client be writtén and known as
Daljest singh

SUNTL PARASHAR

Advocate

F.No. D/B622000

Chamber No. 439, District Courts
Dywarka, New Delhi-1100
Mob. No.: 9K10840873

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public at large is informed
that my elient Ms Pooriam Wio Sk
Randhir Singh Dio Shri Nem Singh,
Rio- K-161, Gali No. 7, Som Bazar
Rond, Rajapuri, Uttam Nagar, West
Delhi, Delhi-110059, Age  about
63 years, has disintegrated all her
celations with her son Mr. Ashish
Kumar and his wife namely M
Vishakha due 10 their bad habits
My above named olient has also
disowned and debarred his said son
from his all mavable and immovable
propertics Anybody dealing with
Mr. Ashish Kumar and his wife
will do 50 at hishertherr own risk
and responsibilities and my client
will ot be respansible for uny act,
deed or dealing dane by Mr. Ashish
Kumar and his wife.

NITIN KUMAR UPADHYAY
Advocate

N n/zs'ur-nm

i
Bazar Road, l{njnpun Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059

Mob.: 9999616299

Uider the Prass B Regitrasion




Farmers protest
against Noida
Authority

Noida

Farmers from 81 villages
here on Wednesday, staged
a sit-in protest outside the
Noida authority's office.
They were staging protest
for early disposal of their
demands.

The farmers led by the
Bharatiya Kisan Manch, said
that the Noida Authority has
ignored their problems for
years, forcing themtotake to
the streets. The protesting
farmers have clearly stated
that the protest will contin-
ue indefinitely until all their
demands are met.

Acrowd of farmers began
gathering at the Harola
Baraatghar in sector 5 since
early morning. By noon,
hundreds of farmers in-
cluding women, marched
toward the anthority's of-
fice, shouting slogans. How-
ever, when the farmers tried
to enter the office, the local
police stopped them which
led to minor scuffle between
the two sides, creating a
tense atmosphere.

In view of the protest, a
heavy police foree was de-
ployed at the Noida Author-

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

n a significant step to-
ward tackling Delhi’s
persistent air pollu-
tion, recent doud seed-
ing trials conducted by the
Delhi government in col-
laboration with ITT Kanpur
have shown encouraging re-
sults. The experiments,
aimed at inducing artificial
rain to wash away pollu-
tants, led to particulate mat-
ter (PM) reductions of up to
41.9 percent in certain areas,
officials said. Delhi’s average
Air Quality Index (AQI) cur-

rently stands at 279.
Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said
the government’s multi-
pronged approach—com-
bining science, technology,
and civic enforcement—is

beginning to show measur-
able improvements. “Even
with limited moisturelevels,
we achieved notable reduc-
tions in particulate matter.
This is just one part of our
broader strategy for cleaner
air,” Sirsa said. He con-

Six African nationals
arrested in drug case

) Hemant Tiwari

ity office and surrounding ar- New Delhi (South
eas. Traffic diversions were | Police here arrested six said.
1 d on several | Africannationals, including

routes to maintain order.
The administration appealed
to the farmers to maintain
peace.

Bharatiya Kisan Manch
leader Sudhir Chauhan said,
"We've been trying to pres-
ent our demands to the au-
thorities for years, but our
demands seemed to have
fallen on deaf ears. Now the
farmers are in a do-or-die
mood. The protest won't end
until compensation and
land-related issues are re-
salved."

Bus Bay network
in GreNo to be
ready by Jan-26

Noida

a 3o-year-old man who
was allegedly involved in
supplying and selling
MDMA insouth and south-
east Delhi, an official said
on Wednesday.

The police seized drugs,
with a street value of
around Rs 10 lakh from
Aboagye Kingsley Afoum
(30), a Nigerian national
who came to India on a
medical visa in 2024,
which has since expired,
he said.

Five other African na-
tionals, identified as Jullet
Abi Nganya (33), Magda-
line Ngeti Ngeke (33), Rita
Anylne Aka (26), Ezeoka P
Onyedika (33) and Ton
Comfort Mayra (21), all
resid of Cameroon,

Bus bay, being built along
the 130-meter-wide road
connecting Greater Noida
(GreNo) and Greater Noida
‘West, is expected to be com-
pleted by January next year.
So far, approximately 15 km
of the bus bay has been
completed.

Upon completion, the
project will expand to 12
lanes, which is expected to
significantly reduce traffic
congestion in the area. Ac-
cording to Greater Noida
Authority, the bus bay con-
struction is underway along
a total length of approxi-
mately 27 km. In Greater
Noida West, work is un-
derway on the Tilpata-to-
Noida lane from Murti
Chowk to Roza Round-
about, Roza to Milak
Roundabout and Milak to
Saini Roundabout.

Besides, bus bay con-
struction is underway on
both sides of the lane from
Supertech Jar Society to
Dadha and from the 105-
meter road roundabout near
the authority office to Sector
Pi roundabout.

According to Greater
Noida Authority CEO Ravi
Kumar NG , various plans
are underway to ensure
smooth and efficient traffic
flow. As part of this, the
construction of the bus bay
on the 130-meter-wide road
has been accelerated.

were also arrested from
Delhi’s Amar Colony for
overstaying in India with-
out valid visas, Deputy
Commissioner of Police

Acting on a tip-off, police
conducted a raid on Tues-
day at a house in Amar
Colony. During the opera-
tion, Afoum was appre-
hended while another sus-
pect managed to flee after
jumping from a window,
the DCP added.

The Police recovered
74.90 grams of MDMA, Rs
46,200 in cash and four
mobile phones from
Afoum’s possession.

A case under the NDPS
Act has been registered at
Amar Colony Police Sta-
tion, and efforts are on to
trace the absconding ac-
cused, who is believed to be
the main handler of the
drug network, the officer
said. During interrogation,
Afoum disclosed that five
African nationals were liv-
ing illegally in the Amar
Colony area. A police team
later detained all five from
a nearby location,
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Cloud seeding shows promise as Delhi
sees drop in pollution, AQI at 279

B Delhi Environment Minister Says More Trials expected based on weather conditions

firmed that more trials are
planned depending on
weather conditions.

The doud sesding tals
were carried outon Tuesday
in several parts of the capi-
tal, including Burari, North
Karol Bagh, and Mayur Vi-

har. While there was no
rainfall in Delhi, light show-
ers were reported in Noida
and Greater Noida after the
operation. According to of-
ficials, each trial costs be-
tween ¥20-25 lakh, and
around nine to ten more
will be required to deter-
mine the precise moisture
levels needed to trigger rain-
fall in Delhi’s conditions,
Sirsa also took a swipe at
the opposition Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), accusing it of
being “jealous” of the BJP-
led government’s success.
“They couldn’t make this
happen in ten years. Now
we're celebrating Chthath by
the Yamuna, which is clean-
er than before, and pollution
levels are under control.
They can't stand that
progress is visible in just

seven months,” he said.

AAP leaders, however,
questioned the feasibility of
the exercise, noting that no
rainfall occurred in Delhi
despite the ftrials. In re-
sponse, Sirsa said that ex-
perimentation and data col-
lection are essential before
large-scale implementation.
“Once TIT-Kanpur estab-
lishes the required mois-
ture conditions, we'll be able
to use artificial rain effec-
tively whenever needed,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the Delhi gov-
ernment continued parallel
efforts to improve air qual-
ity through on-ground civic
actions. Over the past 24
hours, 12,000 metric tonmes
of garbage were removed,
nearly 3,000 km of roads
were cleaned mechanically,

Delhi Government plans new
cow shelters says Indraj

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

On the occasion of
Gopashtami, Delhi’s So-
cial Welfare Minister,
Ravinder Indraj on
Wednesday expressed the
government's commitment
to cow protection, empha-
sizing its importance to
both Central and State
Governments.

He announced that the
government is working on
establishing new cow shel-
ters and managing current
facilities to keep cows off
the streets and in safer en-
vironments. A new cow
shelter is planned for
Ghummanheda village,
aiming to reduce stray cat-
tle in Delhi.

During a dialogue in
Harewali village themed
around making India self-
reliant and a global leader,
the Minister shared that
the nation can progress
by conserving nature and

D]B identifies 74 parks to supply
treated water from Yamuna Vihar STP

New Delhi

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
has identified 9o locations
where itis planning to sup-
ply treated water for horti-
culture usage from the Ya-
muna Vihar sewage treat-
ment plant (STP), officials
said on Wednesday.

The board, inits high-lev-

el meeting in September,
approved the proposal to
better utilise treated water
and construct infrastruc-
ture to facilitate the trans-
portation of water to green
areas.
"Approximately 74 parks
under different agencies
and 16 water bodies under
the control of Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA)
have been identified for
which a tender has been
floated to lay the pipeline
network," a senior DJB of-
ficial said.

According to the project
plan, DJB will have to work
in close coordination with
other agencies like the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Del-

hi (MCD) and the Public
Works Department (PWD)
regarding various approvals
while executing this project
at the estimated cost of Rs
45 crore.

The DJB has also initiat-
ed a Sewerage Improve-
ment Scheme (SIS), which
is a comprehensive master
plan to revamp the sewer-
age infrastructure.

"After the upgrade work,
the STPs will be able to
discharge treated water as
per the parameter stan-
dards set by the govern-
ment and increase the
treatment capacity also,”
another official added.

According to the tender
of the project, the contrac-
tor has to submit the de-
tailed drawings and
pipeline design after sur-
veying the whole area from
the source point to delivery
points and after vetting the
detailed design from re-
puted institutions like ITT,
DTU and any other gov-
ernment agencies before

the start of work, states the
tender of the project.

"The treated water will be
supplied to areas where
thereis a requirement, like
DDA parks and PWD roads,
and other concerned de-
partments can also get the
water. We have seen in
some parts that there are is-
sues of lack of water supply,
this will solve that," water
minister Parvesh Verma
had said last month after
the initial approval of the
project.

According to the project
details, the treated water
will be supplied from Ya-
muna Vihar STP in North-
East Delhi to all parks of
MCD and DDA, which are
above 1 acre in area.

This includes parks in
Jagriti Enclave, Vivek Vi-
har, Dilshad Garden, Nand
Nagri, Wazirabad, Sarita
Vihar, Yamuna Sports
Complex and some water
bodies in Nand Nagri,
Jhilmil, Babarpur and Jee-
vanpur.

Delhi Govt. to hire 5,000 teachers for quality education

New Delhi
The Delhi government has
announced the appoint-
ment of 5,346 trained grad-
uate teachers (TGTs) in
government and munici-
pal schools to strengthen
classroom learning and en-
sure individual attention
for students in classes 6 to
10.
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta saidin a poston X on
Wednesday that the new
appointments of 5,346
teachers aim to provide stu-
dents with quality educa-

tion and personalised guid-
ance to help them realise
their full potential

"This is an initiative to-
wards building an educa-
tion system where students

receive quality education,

personalised support, and

opportunities to fully de-

velop their potential" Gup-
id

ta said.
Around 10,000 teaching

posts are currently vacant
across Delhi government
schools, affecting the stu-
dent-teacher ratio, experts
say.According to a circular
issued by the Directorate of
Education (DoE) on Octo-
ber 3, applications for the
vacant posts opened on Oc-
tober 9 and will close on
November 7.

Official data from the
DoE shows that Delhi gov-
ernment schools currently
have over 70,000 teachers
catering to more than 18
lakh students.

living beings. He high-
lighted various environ-
mental initiatives under
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, such as
the “Namami Gange” for
river cleanliness and the
“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam”
campaign for planting
trees.

Ravinder stated that
every citizen has a role in
conserving resources like
water, forests, and land,

E LOST/FOUND

and over 170 construction
sites were inspected. Au-
thorities also issued more
‘than 10,000 fines for vehic-
ilar pollution violations.

A cloud seeding trial
planned for Wednesday was
postponed due tolow mois-
ture content in the clouds,
1IT Kanpur confirmed. The
government hopes to re-
sume trials once atmos-
‘pheric conditions are favor-
able, reinforcing its com-
mitment to combine inno-

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients 1) Mohd.Mansoor
/o Mohd. Fazle Karim, 2) Smt.
Chamkili W/o Mohd. Mansoor,
3) salman 5/0 Mohd. Mansoor,
4) Raveena W/o Salman and 5)
Gulpsa, 6) Subi, 7) Rubee all
D/o Mohd. Mansoor all R/o
H.No.E- 626, J.J.Colony,
Bawana, New Delhi-110039
my client No.1 &2 have de-
barred and disowned their son
namely Sitara from their all
movable and immovable prop-
erties & severed their relation
due to his misconduct and dis-
respectful behaviour towards
my clients, My clientsNo.3 to 7
have also severed all their rela-
tion with him. If anybody deals
with him, he will do so at his
own risk, costs and conse-
quences. My clients shall not
be held r ible for his acts.

vation with en-
forcement in the fight
against pollution.

LOST/FOUND

I Harnarain Goel,S/o TulsiRam
Gupta R/, 457,F.F., Bhera En-
clave, Paschim Vihar, Delhi-
110087 have lost my original
previous Sale Deed and refe-
vant documents of Built-up
Property bearing Khasra
N0.1289, land area measuring
767 5q.Yds., Village Kapashera,
Delhi. Finders may contact

at above address.

| Shrey Goel, S/o Sh. SN. Goel,
457, Bhera Enclave, Paschim
Vihar, Delhi-110087 have lost
my original Previous Sale
Deed of Property No. 2726,
Old Plot No.. 1572, Gali No.
203, Plot No. 3,Third Floor , sit-
uated in the area of Village
Chowkri Mubarkabad, abadi
Known as Onkar Nagar -A, Tri
Nagar Delhi, in the year of 17-
09-2003, and 30-04-1949, and
one will DT. 18-08-1967 .Find-
ers may contact at above ad-
dress.

PUBLIC NOTICE

and conductsinany manner
for the same.

VINAY KUMAR JHA
ADVOCATE

DELHI HIGH COURT

CH. NO. A-30, GATE NO.3,
WESERN WING, TIS HAZARI
COURTS, DELHI-110054

NQTICE is hereby given that
my client Mr. Hament Kumar
purchasing a Property Bearing
No. L-9, area measuring 60 Sq.
Yds. Out of kh. No. 64/11/20
situated at Ph. - 1, New Palam
Vihar, Gurgaon, Haryana. The
ownership of the said property
s in the name of Mrs. Shanti
Devi and the same was trans-
ferred by Mrs. Raj Kumari
through SPA and Will. If any-
body has any objection/s upon
said property/ it's ownership &
Title/ its Sale and Mortgage/
Litigation, kindly inform the un-
dersigned in writing within 7
days of Publication of the No-
tice, falling which the property
would be considered as unen-
cumbered and no objection
will be entertained thereafter.
Rachit Goel

linking it to self-employ
ment and health benefits
through animal hus-
bandry.

In aseparate event, Min-
ister Indraj inaugurated a
new Delhi Jal Board proj-
ect in Bawana village,
aimed at providing clean
drinking water to 250 fam-
ilies. He instructed offi-
cials to ensure the project
is completed on time and
meets quality standards.

DMRC to run 40 extra
trips to cut air pollution

New Delhi
The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) will ran 40
extra trips on weekdays ina
bid to cut air pollution, an of-
ficial said on Wednesday.

The enhanced capacity is
aimed at encouraging com-
mutersto opt for the metro,
ditching their vehicles.

According to a statement,
DMRC Managing Director
Dr Vikas Kumar, along with
officials from civil and envi-
ronment departments, in-
spected north Delhi's Ashok
Vihar and Derawal Nagar
areas, along the under-con-
struction Krishna Park Ex-
tension—-RK Ashram Marg
corridor, to review the dust
‘minimising efforts.

Kumar said the trans-
porter may further extend
the extra tripsto 60, in case
GRAP-1I1 is enforced.

The DMRC said it has
been sprinkling water at con-
struction and demolition
sites and ensuring a safe dis-
posal of waste material to
curb air pollution.

The washing of wheels be-
fore the vehicles leave these
sites has been mandated, it
added.

Anti-smog guns have been
deployed at all such active
sites in line with the order.

According to DMRC, it
was among the first con-
struction agencies in the Na-
tional Capital Region to in-
troduce anti-smog guns,
even before their use be-
came mandatory.

Currently, around 82 such
machines are operational
across its project locations,
with more to be added as
needed, it said.

The DMRC has also un-
dertaken a series of long-

term environmental initia-
tives.

During the construction
of Phase IV underground
stations at Ghanta Gharand
Pul Bangash, the dewatered
water was channelled
through a pipeline to Rosha-
nara Bagh Lake, resulting
in its rejuvenation, it said.

Tt said that its Blue Line,
connecting Yamuna Bank
with Vaishali in Ghaziabad,
and DMRC's carporate head-
quarters at Metro Bhawan,
have both been declared car-
bon neutral.

Using the Miyawaki
method of dense urban plan-
tation, over 12,500 saplings
were planted on approxi-
mately 1.2 acres near the
Najafgarh Metro Depotand
the Metro Niketan residen-
tial colony, it said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Thisis to inform the general
public that Maharani Devi
(UID: 7300 3838 0850) R/ C-
120/7A, GALI NO.3, BIHAIAN
PURA, GARHI MENDU, BHAJAN
PURA, NORTH- EAST DELHI-
110053 has disowned her
grandson, Vijay Kumar (UID:
5180 4960 5298). and his wife,
Saraswati (UID: 22452877
0078), effective immediately.
Due to their disrespectful be-
havior and disturbance of fami-
v peace. Vijay Kumar and
Saraswati will have no right, ti-
tle, or claim to any of Maharani
Devi's movable or immovable
properties, assets, or belong-
ings, now or in the future. This
declaration is made voluntarily,
andit publicly confirms that
Maharani Devi has no further
relationship, financial or other-

3118, B4, Keshav Puram,
New Delhi-110035

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that
my client Mr. Afsar Abbas pur-
chasing a Property Bearing No.
33, First Floor, area measuring
50 Sq yds. Situated at Abadi of
Rashid Market, in the area of
Village Khureji Khas, lllaga
Shahdra, Delhi - 110051. The
ownership of the said property
is in the name of Mrs. Shahnaz
Abbas and the same was trans-
ferred by Sh. Raj Kumar
through Sale Deed dated
14/03/2018. If anybody has
any objection/s upon said
property/ it's ownership & Ti-
tle/ its Sale and Mortgage/ Liti-
gation, kindly inform the un-
dersigned in writing within 7
days of Publication of the No-
tice, falling which the property

wise, with the would be as unen-
individuals. cumbered and no objection
SHIVANGI SINGH will be entertained thereafter.
ADVOCATES & LEGAL CON- Rachit Goel

SULTANT, DELHI HIGH COURT | | | (Advocate)

H. 0.3 G-77, ROHINI SEC, 311 B, B4, Keshav Puram,
DELHI-110085 New Delhi-110035

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Name of Work
and s iocation

NOTICE INVITIN
|45-SRDEE-G-DLI-2025-26-E3,
Electrical work in connection with Replacement of Rail pole/tubuar
ole with octagonal pole, cabsiing and oid LED fitings with other
associated works al stations over SPR section,

ENDER

| Approxcostoftheworksin

Rs.20543261.00

£.Divl Elect. New Dethi
Eamest Maney. Rs. 25270000

Last Date & lime of subrission of tender| 20.11.2025, 16.00 Hrs.

Opening of tender 20.11.2025, 16.00Hirs

Website & notice board

wwireps.gov.in & S, Divl, Elest. Engineer/
General, New Dalhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 3352125

FUTURE IS HERE
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Swadeshi spirit gains momentum as Arun Singh

calls for a collective drive

Ravi Dalmia

New Delhi
nder the banner
of the Aat-
manirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan
(Self-Reliant India Cam-
paign), the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party’s Shahdara Dis-
trictunit organized a series
of special seminars in East
Azad Nagar, Gandhi Nagar
Assembly. The program,
centered on promoting
Swadeshi and self-reliance,
was inaugurated by BJP
National General Secre-
tary and Member of Par-
liament Arun Singh, who lit
the ceremonial lamp to

mark the occasion.
Addressing the gather-
ing. Arun Singh said that
the pledge for Swadeshi—
the use and promotion of
indigenous goods—is res-
onating across the country.
Responding to the Prime
Minister’s call, he urged
every citizen to adopt
Swadeshi as a way of life
and contribute to building
a  self-reliant India.
“Through this collective re-
solve, India will emerge as
a developed nation,” he

1YC files police
complaint alleging
‘rain theft' after
Delhi's cloud-
seeding trial

New Delhi

The Congress' youth wing
filed a police complaint
here on Wednesday, alleg-
ing “"theft of rain" and
claimed that the Delhi gov-
ernment's Rs 1.25-crore
cloud-seeding experiment
failed to produce showers
over the city.

However, Delhi Envi-
ronment Minister Manjin-
der Singh Sirsa claimed
the cloud-seeding trials
were successful and
slammed the opposition,
saying they are "jealous” of
the success of the BJP-led
government.

Delhi conducted cloud
seeding trials on Tuesday,
aftera gap of 53 years, to in-
duce artificial rain in the
national capital amid surg-
ing pollution levels, even as
the weather department
did not record any traces of
rainfall in the city.

The Delhi government, in
collaboration with ITT-Kan-
pur, conducted the trials
in parts of Delhi, including
Burari, North Karol Bagh,
Mayur Vihar, and Badli.
The government's report
stated that two precipita-
tion events were recorded -
- Noida at 4 pm (0.1mm of
rain) and Greater Noida at
4 pm (0.2 mm).

said, adding that people
from all walks of life are
now committed to using
Indian-made products.
Singh explained that un-
der Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s Aatmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan, the Gand-
hiNagar Assembly had or-
ganized a focused discus-
sion on the theme “Adopt
Swadeshi — Become Self-

Y

Reliant.” The
brought together eminent
personalities, traders, in-
dustrialists, entrepreneurs,
and consumers from Asia’s
largest market, who col-
lectively pledged to prior-
itize Indian products and
reduce dependence on for-
eign goods.

He emphasized that the
essence of Aatmanirbhar

event

Bharat lies not only in eco-
nomic independence but
also in strengthening na-
tional pride and self-re-
spect. “When every citizen
starts using Swadeshi
products, it will empower
small and cottage indus-
tries, MSMEs, and local
artisans. This will create
employment opportunities
and position India as a

global economic force,”
Singh said.

Highlighting India’s eco-
nomic achievements, he
noted that under Modi’s
leadership, the country has
become the world's fourth-
largest economy and is
poised to become the third-
largest within two years.
Over the past five years, In-
dia has been the fastest-

On World Stroke Day, ShardaCare
Healthcity launches dedicated stroke clinic

Greater Noida
Marking World Stroke Day,
ShardaCare Healthcity has
launched a dedicated Stroke
Clinic and Comprehensive
Stroke Rehabilitation Pro-
gramme aimed at improving
recovery outcomes for
stroke survivors through in-
tegrated, multidisciplinary
care.

The new initiative brings
together neurologists, phys-
iotherapists, psychologists,
and rehabilitation experts to
provide coordinated treat-
ment and faster recovery.
Led by Dr. Atampreet Singh,
Senior Director and Head of
Neurology, the dlinic will
operate from Monday to
Friday betweenz PM and 5
PM, with 24x7 emergency
stroke care support.

During the launch, the
hospital also hosted an
awareness seminar attend-
ed by over 25 doctors from
across the city to discuss
advances in stroke diagno-
sis, prevention, and long-
term management.

Highlighting the urgency
of early intervention, Dr.
Singh said that Indiarecords
a brain stroke every 2o sec-
onds, making it a major
public health concern. “A
brain stroke can strike any-
one, anytime. The first four
and a halfhours after onset
are critical — treatment

‘within this window can dra-
matically improve out-
comes,” he said. He also
emphasized the importance
of recognizing early signs
through the B.E.F.AS.T.
checklist: Balance loss, Eye
trouble, Facial drooping,
Arm weakness, Speech dif-
ficulty, and Time to act fast.

Dr. Singh noted that
strokes among younger
adults are rising due to
lifestyle factors such as poor
diet, obesity, smoking, and.
alcoholuse. While ischemic
stroke is the most common
type, only about one percent
of eligible patients receive
the clot-busting IV throm-
bolysis treatment in time.

Healso pointed tonew MRI
and Al-based techniques
that now allow faster brain
imaging, along with me-
chanical thrombectomy pro-
cedures that have “revolu-
tionized stroke outcomes.”

Focusing on recovery, Dr.
Dharam Pandey, Director
of Physiotherapy and Reha-
bilitation Sciences, said that
stroke management contin-
ues long after emergency
treatment. “Our rehabilita-
tion programme blends con-
ventional therapy with in-
novations like robotics-as-
sisted training, virtual real-
ity exercises, and sensor-
based motion analysis to
make recovery measurable

o &
and engaging,” he said. The
centre also uses Functional
Electrical Stimulation (FES)
and EMG biofeedback to aid
neuromuscular and cogni-
tive recovery.

Mr. Rishabh Gupta, Man-
aging Director of ShardaCare
Healthcity, said the initiative
reflects the hospital’s com-
‘mitment to comprehensive,
technology-driven care. “We
view stroke recovery as a
journey that extends beyond
emergency response. With
our multidisciplinary team
and advanced neuroreha-
bilitation systems, we aim to
help patients regain mobil-
ity, independence, and qual-
ity of life,” he said.

Geeta Youth Summit to be held in Delhi on November 6

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
The Geeta Youth Summit
will take place in Delhi on
November 6, organized by
Jee Geeta and inspired by Pu-
jva Swami Gyananand Ji Ma-

araj.

The event will host stu-
dents in grades 11 and 12
from schools and universities
in the Delhi-NCR region,
along with various notable

1Tes.
Dr. Ved Tandon, the Del-
hi State Head of Jee Geeta,

-
noted that the summit aims
to address the challenges
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faced by youth, which can
lead to despair and depres-

History-sheeter friend fired upon
by unidentified men in Najafgarh

New Delhi
A man, who is a history-
sheeter, and his friend were
fired upon by unidentified
men inan SUV carin Delhi's
Najafagarh area, police said
on Wednesday.

The victim, identified as
Rohit Lamba, is a_history-
sheeter and is involved inat
least a dozen criminal cases,
they said.

Lamba made a PCR callon

Tuesday saying that around
30 rounds were fired by
unidentified men travelling
inan SUV car in Najafgarh
area, a senior police officer
said, adding that no onewas
injured in the incident.
Soon after the informa-
tion was received, the police
rushed to the spot. A search
operation was launched, dur-
ing which the police recov-
ered four empty cartridges

from the area.

Acase under section 109
(Attempt to murder) of the
BNS and relevant provisions
of the Arms Act has beenreg-
istered.

Preliminary investigation
revealed that the caller who
reported the firing is a self-
proclaimed gangster with
multiple criminal cases reg-
istered against him in the
past.

sion. Notable participants
include Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han and Anand Kumar from
the Rashtriva Swayamsevak
Sangh.

Preparations for the sum-
mit have been extensive, fea-
turing discussions on the
Gita at universities and a
Gita Knowledge Test for
school students, with 3,483
participants from 62 schools
in the area. Those who scored
well will receive awards dur-
ing the event.

Dr. Tandon encouraged
the youth in Delhi and NCR
to participate in the discus-
sions. Other prominent
speakers scheduled to inter-
act with attendees include
scholars, educators, and me-
dia personalities.

Dr. Ved Tandon expressed
confidence that the summit
will be a memorable event
due to the efforts of the or-
ganization’s team, including
Vice  President  Dr.
Markandey Ahuja and Gen-
eral Secretary Pradeep Mittal

growing major economy
globally. Singh described
the promotion of Swadeshi
as both anational duty and
amoral responsibility that
will boost domestic em-
ployment and innovation.

Recalling India’s success
during the COVID-19 pan-

tion’s indigenous vaccines
were administered to 2.25
billion people and supplied
to over 100 countries, sav-
ing countless lives. He also
referenced Bharatiya Jana
Sangh founder Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya's
advocacy for Swadeshi,
adding that the Modi gov-
ernment continues to ad-
vance this vision. “Whether
it's the Tejas fighter jet or
the BrahMos missile, the
world now recognizes In-
dia’s self-reliant defense
capability,” he said, noting,
that defense exports have
increased 35 times.
Yamuna Par Vikas Board
Chairman and Gandhi Na-
gar MLA Arvinder Singh
Lovely said that India’s
Jjourney toward becoming a
developed nation hinges
on achieving self-reliance.

ard self-reliant India

He stressed the importance
of promoting Swadeshi
products and urged traders
to lead awareness efforts.
Consumers, he said, should
make “Made in Indi
goods their first choice,
while entrepreneurs must
focus on quality, innova-
tion, and environmental
responsibility as they move
“from local to global.”

BJP Shahdara District
In-charge Dr. Anil Gupta
announced plans to launch
a public awareness drive to
spread the message of “Vo-
cal for Local” to every
household. Shahdara Dis-
trict President Deepak
Gaba led all attendees in
taking an oath to boycott
foreign goods and promote
the use of Swadeshi prod-
ucts.

Alocal exhibition show-
casing products made by
youth and women entre-
preneurs was also organ-
ized and received wide-
spread appreciation. The
event concluded with a col-
lective pledge by all par-
ticipants: “We will adopt
Swadeshi and build a self-
reliant India.”

Shopkeeper held for obscene
act with minor in Faridabad

Sandeep Chauhan
Faridabad

A swift response by the Day-
albagh police outpost team
led to the arrest of a shop-
keeper accused of commit-
ting an obscene act with a
minor girl in Faridabad’s
Lakkadpur area.

Police said a woman resi-
dent of Lakkadpurlodged a
complaint on October 28,
alleging that her minor
daughterhad goneto anear-
by shop on October 26 to buy
household items when the
shop owner behaved in an
indecent manner with her.
Acting promptly on the com-
plaint, the Surajkund police
registered a case under rel-
evant provisions of law and
initiated an investigation.

According to a police

spokesperson, the Dayal-
bagh outpost team tracked
down and arrested the ac-
cused, identified as Jiten-
dra Pandey, 53, a resident of
Lakkadpur, within 24 hours
of receiving the complaint.
During interrogation, the
accused reportedly admit-
ted to the act. Police said that
Pandey took advantage of
the situation when he found
the girl alone in the shop.

A

Gupta govt should
stop misleading
people in name of
artificial rain: DPCC

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav here on
Wednesday said that in-
stead of misleading people
with costly flop shows like
doud seeding the Rekha
Gupta government should
make earnest efforts to ad-
dress root causes of capital’s
toxic air and polluted Ya-
muna river.

He said that itcame as no
surprise to experts when the
‘much publicised cloud seed-
ingattempts over Delhi skies
to induce artificial rain thrice
in the past one week turned
out tobe an utter failure. Ya-
dav said that CM Gupta had
made tall claims of cleaning
the Yamuna for the Chhath
Puja to enable the Poorvan-
chal devotees to hold the
festival in clean waters but
the devotees were eventual-
ly forced to hold the Chhath
Puja in the poisonous and
polluted Yamuna waters.

Yadav wondered what was
the Gupta government do-
ingin the past nine months
to tackle air pollution on a
permanent basis except de-
pending on ad hoc measures
like cloud seeding, which
brought no rain over Delhi.
Yadav said that despite con-
cerns expressed by experts,
environmentalists and the
government departments,
the Gupta government’s de-
cision to go ahead with the
cloud seeding trials was to
thwart criticism when the
toxic air envelops the capital,
though such short term
measures will not bring a
lasting solution to the air pol-
lutions.

Yadav said that if the
funds used for cloud seed-
ing experiments were uti-
lized to address root-cause
like emission control and
dust control, city air would
have been much cleaner
and safer. He said that the
negatives of artificial cloud
seeding outweighs the pos-
itives and the BJP govern-
ment should take lasting
meastres to save city from
the toxic air, which has been
reducing the life span ofthe
people.

ITBP Pays Tribute to Martyrs at the
National Police Memorial, New Delhi

Staff Reporter
New Del’
The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) paid heart-
felt tribute to its martyrs
at a solemn ceremony
held at the National Police
Memorial in Chanakya-
puri, New Delhi. The
event, marked by floral
tributes, a salute parade,
and a stirring band per-
formance, celebrated the
indomitable spirit of the
brave Himveers who laid
down their lives in the
line of duty.

Director General
Praveen Kumar, along
with Smt. Richa Jha,
Chairperson of the
Himveer Wives Welfare
Association (HWWA), led
the ceremony and felici-
tated the families of fif-
teen martyrs. They lauded
the families’ courage and
resilience, calling them
the true pillars of strength
behind the Force's unwa-
vering service to the na-
tion.

Senior officers, digni-
taries, and relatives of the

Senior officers, dig-
nitaries, and rela-
tives of the fallen
personnel joined in
the wreath-laying
ceremony at the
Wall of Valour, pay-
ing homage to the
memory of those
who made the ulti-

mate sacrifice.
—

fallen personnel joined in
the wreath-laying cere-
mony at the Wall of Val-
our, paying homage to the

memory of those who
made the ultimate sacri-
fice.

Earlier in the day, ITTBP
personnel participated in
a blood donation camp
organized as part of the
commemoration, rein-
forcing the Force's com-
mitment to humanitari-
an service and communi-
ty welfare. The event con-
cluded with a moving
video presentation high-
lighting the valor, dedica-
tion, and saerifices of
ITBP personnel guarding
India’s frontiers in some
of the most challenging
terrains in the world.

Carbide crackers leave trail of blindness after Diwali blasts

New Delhi

Even with restrictions, pol-
lution alerts, and repeated
safety appeals, the Diwali
night sky once again flared
up with firecrackers—and
with it came another grim
toll of injuries. At least ten
people have permanently
lost their eyesight this year,
and nearly two hundred
others suffered serious eye
damage due to firecracker
blasts across Delhi-NCR.

Dr. Radhika Tandon,

Head of the Dr. Rajendra
Prasad Centre for Oph-
thalmic Sciences at AITMS,
called for a universal na-
tional policy on safe fire-
cracker use, urging the gov-
ernment to regulate cele-
brations without compro-
mising safety. "We need a
framework that allows peo-
ple to celebrate responsi-
bly,” she said during a me-
dia briefing on Wednesday.

According to Dr. Tandon,
the RP Centre treated 110

firecracker-related eye in-
jury cases on Diwali night
alone, with another 80 ar-
riving the following day.
Out of 190 total cases, 60
patients sustained severe
damage caused by carpide
guns, chemicals, or high-
intensity explosives, re-
quiring immediate surgery.
Victims ranged from seven-
year-old children to adults
in their early thirties.
‘While some regained par-
tial vision after surgery,

around ten people lost their
eyesight permanently.
Many others face long-term
treatment stretching up to
two years, and doctors fear
that nearly half may never
regain full vision.

Dr. Sudarshan Kumar
Khokhar, Dr. Rajpal Vohra,
Dr. Namrata Sharma, and
Dr. Mandeep Bajaj joined
Dr. Tandon at the briefing,
expressing alarm at the ris-
ing number of such cases
each year.

Sharing hospital data, Dr.
Rajpal Vohra said the cen-
tre recorded a 19 percent
rise in eye injuries com-
pared to 2024, when 160
cases were reported. This
year, 44 percent of patients
were from Delhi, while 56
percent came from neigh-
boring Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana. Most victims were
‘males between 13 and 20
years old, and one in six pa-
tients suffered injuries to
both eyes.
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of ‘Mukh Mantri
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India’s economic rise reflects Modi’s
visionary leadership: CM Saini

Tirath Yatra’
launched
Komal Ramola
Dhuri: Chandigarh:
The second phase of aryana Chief
‘Mukh Mantri  Tirath Minister Nayab

Yatra Yojna', dedicat-
ed to the 350th martyr-
dom anniversary of the
Guru Tegh Bahadur, was
launched on Wednesday
by Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann and AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal.

In his address, Kejri-
wal termed the scheme
a pathbreaking step by
the Mann government
to serve the masses. Ac-
cording to a press release,
the beneficiaries for the
scheme will be selected
through an open draw.

Under the scheme, the
chosen few will be taken
to sacred places where
they can pay their re-
spects to their gurus or
deities.

The AAP supremo said
a medical team will ac-
company pilgrims on the
journey.

He said Punjab is the
land of gurus, saints,
prophets, and martyrs
who preached the message
of brotherhood, unity, and
communal harmony.

Mann  said  around
16,000 pilgrims will be
selected for the yatra from
every assembly segment.
Sri Harmandir Sahib, Dur-
giana Temple, Bhagwan
Valmiki Tirath Sthal, Jalli-
anwala Bagh, the partition
museum, and other reli-
gious places in Amritsar
wﬂl be part of the pilgrim-

Sn Anandpur Sahib and
Mata Naina Devi in Hi-
machal Pradesh, too, are
under the purview of the
scheme, he said.

The three<day and two-
night pilgrimage is open
to peaple of all castes, reli-
gions, and income groups,
hesaid.

A person must have a
voter card and must be at
least 50 to be part of the
group.

Miscreants fire
multiple rounds
at music
company office
in Karnal

Chandigarh:
Four unidentified mo-
toreycle-borne miscre-
ants opened multiple
rounds of fire at a mu-
sic company’s office in
Haryana's Karnal early

Wednesday morning,
police said.
The incident took

place around 4 am
when the miscreants,
who were riding two
motorcycles, alleged-
ly fired multiple shots
at the office from out-
side and fled the spot.
However, no one was
injured in the incident,
the police said.

Police teams reached
the site after receiving
information about the
incident. Karnal Su-
perintendent of Police
Ganga Ram Punia also
visited the spot and
took stock of the situa-
tion.

The police said the
motive behind the fir-
ing is yet to be ascer-
tained.

Speaking to reporters
in Karnal, Punia said
the police received in-
formation that some
unidentified  persons
had opened fire at a
company’s off

“Later, T also visit-
ed the site. The office
where the incident took
place is related to the
music industry.

“Four youths came
on two motoreycles and
opened multiple rounds
of fire. We are gather-
ing the CCTV footage
and further investiga-
tions are on,” he said.

The police said dur-
ing preliminary inves-
tigations, no threat or
enmity angle has come
to fore.

Singh Saini on
Wednesday said India is
fast emerging as a major
economic power under
the visionary leadership
of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. Speaking at
a programme organized
by the Bihar Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
in Patna, Saini credit-
ed the Prime Minister's
economic reforms and
governance model for
transforming India into
a unified and self-reliant
market.

He said that the imple-
mentation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
had realized the long-en-
visioned concept of “One
Nation, One Tax,” free-
ing traders from the
maze of multiple levies
and barriers to interstate
commerce. “The GST
reforms have accelerat-
ed India's growth and
simplified trade across
states. Prime Minis-
ter Modi's guarantees
have always translated
into action, and these
reforms will become a
milestone in building an

Aatmanirbhar Bharat,”
aini said.

Highlighting the im-
pact of key national
initiatives, the Chief
Minister said that cam-
paigns like Make in In-
dia and Swadeshi have
given new direction to
the manufacturing sec-
tor. “During my recent
visit to Japan, I empha-
sized that Prime Min-
ister Modi's vision will

Smm lauded the Digi-
tal India campaign, say-
ing it had levulun(mlzed
financial tran

through innovations li
UPI and Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT). “India’s
digital infrastructure is
now an example for the
world. These initiatives
have not only promoted

transparency but also
curbed  corruption  at
every level,” he said.

Underlining  India’s
growing global slandmg,
the Chief Minister said
that strategic reforms in
manufacturing, produc-
tion, and exports have
reduced the country’s
dependence on imports
while strengthening its
role in the global sup-
ply chain. “India has

Punjab launches faceless services related to
driving licences vehicle-registration certificates

Komal Ramola

Ludhiana:
Punjab  Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann

and AAP national con-
venor Arvind Kejriwal
launched an initiative on
Wednesday to provide
56 faceless services re-
lated to driving licences
and vehicle-registration
certificates.

Mann put a lock at
a Regional Transport
Office (RTO) here as a
mark of symbolism, say-
ing the lock has been put
on the “inconvenience”
caused to the common
man and “corruption”.

Interacting with the
media, Kejriwal said the
people of Punjab had
become “slaves of the
bureaucracy and their
corrupt deeds” in the
post-independence pe-
riod.

However, the state has
been freed from it to-
day, he said, adding that
people will now get their
driving licences, vehi-
cle-registration  certifi-
cates and other services
by a single phone call on
helpline number 1076.

The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) supremo said
people are being freed

from corruption, incon-
venience and middle-
men to get their work
done.

“This is a historic day
for the people of Punjab
as for the first time, face-
less RTO services are
being launched in the
state,” he said.

Kejriwal said the initi-
ative can truly be called
a digital revolution in
the transport depart-
ment as people will now
get the services at their
doorsteps.

He said 56 major ser-
vices related to driving
licences and vehicle-reg-
istration certificates
have now been made
facel

These services can be

accessed through “seva
kendras” set up across
the state or by dialling
1076, he added.
Previously, Kejriwal
said people had to either
visit the RTOs personal-
ly or apply online for a
driving licence or vehicle
registration certificate.
After applying, they
were required to visit the
RTOs multiple times for
tasks like document ver-
ification, which caused
considerable inconven-
ience, especially Lo those
living in remote areas,
the elderly and different-
ly-abled people, he said.
Now, they will no
longer have to visit the
RTOs as these services
will be provided through

CBI books Punjab DIG HS Bhullar in fresh
case for amassing disproportionate assets

New Delhi:

The CBI filed a fresh FIR

on Wednesday against
Punjab Police DIG Har-
charan Singh Bhullar,
already arrested in con-
nection with a bribery
case, for amassing dis-
proportionate assels
after seizure of docu-
ments and cash from
his residence indicated
huge wealth beyond his
known sources of in-
come.

The CBI had arrested
Bhullar on October 16
along with a middleman
for allegedly accepting
Rs 5 lakh in a bribe from
p dealer as “sewa

pani”.
During searches at his
residence at House No.
1489, Sector 40B, Chan-
digarh, the CBI seized
cash worth over Rs 7.36
crore, cash worth over
Rs 2.32 crore, 26 brand-
ed and expensive watch-
es besides documents of
immovable  properties
in the names of family
members.
“...Acquisition of ag-
ricultural land measur-
ing around 150 acres in
the districts of Mohali,

Hoshiarpur and  TLud-
hiana and commercial
properties in the name
of HS Bhullar, his fami-
ly members (comprising
wife Tejinder Kaur Bhu-
llar, son Gurpartap Sin-
gh Bhullar and daughter
Tejkiran Kaur Bhullar)
and others,” the FIR al-
leged.

The CBI also found

that Bhullar and his
fdmily members were
of five ve- 1

and Fortuner.
“There is a balance of
Rs. 2.95 crore (approx-
imately) in five bank
accounts and two Fixed
Deposits (FDs) in the
name of Harcharan Sin-
gh Bhullar and his fami-
ly members,” it said.
The CBI found that
according to the Income
Tax return filed by Bhu-
llar for the assessment
\Bdl zo°5~°6 11s total
d annual income

lm‘le':, including high-
end vehicles such as
Mercedes, Audi, Innova

from all known sources
is to the tune of Rs 45.95
lakh.

—
Mann put a lock at a
Regional Transport
Office (RTO) here as
a mark of symbolism,
saying the lock has
been put on the “in-
convenience” caused
to the common man
and “corruption”.

the “seva kendras™ and
the staff at these cen-
tres have been properly
trained, Kejriwal said.

He said all services
can be conveniently ac-
cessed from home by di-
alling 1076.

In his address, Mann
said people faced a lot
of inconvenience at the
RTOs earlier and this
has now come to an
end.

The step was in con-
sonance with the AAP
government’s zero-tol-
erance policy towards
corruption, the chief
minister said.

None of the employ-
ees will be shunted out
and their services will
be duly utilised by the
government in other
departments in accord-
ance with their eligibil-
ity, he said.

Chandigarh:
“One day, they beat me
until the stick broke,”
29-year-old

recalls a
woman
d 3

8
faced in Iraq where she
was forced to work as a
domestic servant after
a travel agent lured her
with a promise of a tai-
loring job.

The woman, who hails
from Moga district, was
able to return to India
last month after she ap-
proached Rajya Sabha
member Balbir Singh
Seechewal for help. She
claimed that around 20
to 25 Punjabi women are
still trapped in Iraq.

The woman claimed
she was duped by a travel
agent from Jagraon who
had promised a tailoring
job abroad. “The trav-
el agent had promised
a tailoring job, weekly
holidays and permission
to use a mobile phone to
contact her family, but
the reality was complete-

emerged as a trusted
economic partner for the
world,” he added.

He noted that in the
last 11 years, India has
seen record investment
in roads, railways, air-
ports, and ports, dras-
tically cutting logistics
costs and hoosting in-
dustrial competitive-
ness. “Unnecessary laws
have been removed, and
processes sunph.hed
The government has
freed the system from
the licence raj, creating
an envlronmem of trust
and opportu: for en-
trepreneurs,” Saini said.
“This is why India is now
the world’s fifth-largest
economy and well on
its way to becoming the
third-largest.”

Calling for cooperative
growth among slates,
Saini said the Prime
Minister’s goal of Viksit
Bharat 2047 could only
be achieved through the
collective progress of
every region. “Haryana
and Bihar must work
together to accelerate
national development.
1 see in Bihar the same
entrepreneurial  spirit
that drives Haryana's
success,” he said.

Omar Abdullah betrayed the
poor by opposing land rights
bill: Mehbooba Mufti

Srinagar:
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) president Meh-
booba Mufti on Wednes-
day accused Jammu and
Kashmir Chiel Minister
Omar Abdullah of be-
traying the poor by op-
posing the land rights
bill brought by her par-
ty MLA Waheed Para in
the assembly.

The former chief min-
ister asserted that the
bill was aimed at pro-
tecting peoor families
who had built small
houses on grazing land
decades ago, and not to
legalise recent encroach-
ments.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Assembly on Tues-
day rejected Para’s bill
on recognising propri-
etary rights for houses
illegally built on govern-
ment and community
lands, with CM Abdullah
saying its passage would
“open floodgates for
land grab”.

“Omar did not betray
the PDP, but all the poor
people from whom he
wants to snatch shelter
from over their heads,”
Mehbooba Mufti told
reporters when asked if
the chief minister had
“betrayed” her party af-
ter getting support for

the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions.

The PDP president
said Para’s bill was not
for legalising recent en-
croachments on state
land, but for providing
a roof over the heads of
the poor.

“We were talking
about the poor person
who has no option and
has constructed a house
on four-five marlas of
state land and has been
living there for the last
20-25 years. We were
not talking about those
who occupied land now,
but those who have al-
ready been there for the
last 20-30 years,” she
added.

By rejecting the bill,
Chief Minister Abdullah
has rejected the efforts
to provide shelter to the
poor, Mehbooba Mufti
sai

“The BJP called it land
‘jehad’, Omar said land
grabbers, meaning the
people of Kashmir and
Jammu are land thieves.
We wanted to save the
roofs over the heads of
poor people who have
faced bulldozers since
2019. By rejecting that
(bill), Omar has reject-
ed our attempts to save
those people,” she said.

Mann'’s push turns Punjab’s Youth
toward Agri entrepreneurship

Punjab’s farmlands are

Wlllle&alllE a qulel revo-
lution. Under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, more
than 1,200 young men
and women have taken
up farming as a full-time
profession,  transform-
ing agriculture into a
modern, profitable en-
terprise.

The Punjab govern-
ment's farmer-friendly
policies and promotion
of advanced techniques
like polyhouse cultiva-
tion have helped rede-
fine the state’s agricul-
tural landscape. The
result: young engineers
and professionals are
leaving high-paying jobs
to build careers in farm-
ing, with many earning
between 12 and Ti4
lakh annually.

One such succes:
ry is that of Harbir Sin-
gh from Sarabha village
in Ludhiana district. A
qualified electrical engi-
neer, Harbir chose the
soil over the city, turning
his academic skills into a
tool for modern agricul-
ture. With support from
the Horticulture Depart-
ment and a 50% subsi-

ly opposite,” she said.

Narrating her ordeal,
the woman said she left
for Iraq on January 8,
2024. After she reached
Traq, she was “forced” to
work as a domestic serv-
ant.

She claimed that the
employer tried to as-
sault her, but when she
resisted and recorded a
video as evidence, she
was brutally beaten at
the “hehest” of the travel
agent and his wife. “One
day, they beat me un-
til the stick broke,” she
said.

The continuous abuse
and violence took a toll
on her mental health,
leaving her in deep de-

dy under the National
Horticulture Mission, he
set up a polyhouse and
began cultivating seed-
less cucumber, coloured
capsicum, muskmelon,
potato, and fenugreek.

“After receiving train-
ing at the Centre of Ex-
cellence (Vegetables)
in Kartarpur, I shifted
from traditional vege-
table farming to high-
tech cultivation,” Harbir
shared. “The guidance
and consistent support
from the Horticulture
Department helped me
overcome every chal-
lenge.”

Horticulture Minister
Mohinder Bhagat said
the government is com-
mitted to crop diversi-
fication and improving
farmers’ income through

n for months.
Finally, on August 10,
, she reached out to
Qeechewal who is also a
noted environmentalist,
through social media for
help. He intervened in
the matter and, as a re-
sult, she returned safely
to Punjab on September
28.

Even after returning,
she “remained in shock
for an entire month”.
She said she could never
forget the horrific days
she spent in Iraq.

She claimed the travel
agent has created a web
of deceit in rural areas,
luring poor girls abroad
with false promises of
“good jobs”.

innovation and educa-
tion. Director of Horti-
culture, Smt. Shailender
Kaur, added that Har-
bir’s story symbolizes a
new chapter in Punjab’s
farming sector, where
modern techniques meet
traditional dedication.
The Mann govern-
ment’s push toward sus-
tainable and profitable
farming has not only
increased incomes but
also rekindled the pride
of Punjab’s youth in ag-
riculture. The success of
farmers like Harbir Sin-
gh stands as proof that
with the right training,
technology, and policy
support, the dream of a
trul) Rangla Punjab—a
prosperous

—is turning into
|edhk‘v

Duped by travel agent Punjab
woman recalls ordeal in Iraq

The woman visit-
ed Sultanpur Lodhi
on Tuesday to thank
Seechewal for his help in
bringing her back safely.

Seechewal called the
woman a symbol of cour-
age who fought for her
rights, as he also urged
other trapped girls to
gather courage and raise
their voices.

He warned that such
human trafficking net-
works have dangerously
expanded across rural
areas, pushing poor
girls into a living hell
abroad.

The Rajya Sabha
member also appealed
to the government to
take immediate action
against such rackets op-
erating under the guise
of foreign employment.

He said that every girl
who has returned so
far has confirmed that
many others are still
trapped there, a clear
indication of how wide-
spread and organised
this racket has become.
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Sensations Dying Among the Files:

Bureaucracy, Power and Insensitivity

he greatest tragedy of our time is not that
society is filled with injustice, but that
empathy is being lost. In a country where
governance should have been a symbol of
“service,” the very word “bureaucracy” has
now become synonymous with “arrogance” and “lack
of foresight.” When this nexus of power and bureau-

cracy combines with insensitivity, the system takes

on a ruthless appearance.

For the average citizen, the government today is
no longer a living institution, but a machine—one
burdened with rules, not emotions. To resolve even a
small problem, one wanders through a jungle of files.
From picking up the phone to answering it, every

wall—the name of that wall is bureaucratic
insensitivi

Faces buried in files and lost humanity

The bureaucracy’s original purpose was to facili-
tate citizens, provide transparency in administration,
and ensure uniformity in policies. But gradually, this
class became confined within its own confines. By re-
maining close to power, it transformed “service” into

“power-sharing.” Today, officials have become repre-
sentatives of power, not representatives of the public.
Decisions on files are now made not with compas-
sion, but with a mindset of “who to please and who
to avoid.” This mindset has robbed governance of its
vitality.

The burcaucracy has now cultivated an “adminis-
trative arrogance” that treats any criticism as hostil-
ity. Files are held up for months, appointments are
delayed for years, and when asked for answers, the
statement is “in process.” This “process” has become
synonymous with excuses. The public’s questions are
answered on paper, but the answer to justice is lost
in the void.

The glare of power and the darkness of
responsibility

Power is inherently attractive. It empowers indi-
viduals, but it also tests their character. Unfortunate-
ly, the politics of our time has mistaken this power for
a “privilege,” not a “responsibility.” Those in power
remain active as long as they receive praise.

But in moments of criticism or disagreement, their
tolerance crumbles. This is the horrific manifestation
of insensitive power—where public suffering is re-
duced to statistics, and empathy dies in the language
of statistics.

Every time a tragedy strikes—an accident, a riot, or
corruption—the ruling class issues a few tweets and
statements, dismissing their “duty.” Meanwhile, the
administration on the ground produces only reports,
filled with data and not empathy. This situation un-
dermines the very spirit of democracy, which begins
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and ends with the “people.”
The roots of insensitivity are also in society

Insensitivity has become a disease not only of the
administration but also of society. Today, videos of
accidents are made, but few have the courage to pick
them up. It’s easy to applaud the suffering of the poor,
but difficult to help. This is the same mentality that
has created a deep divide between the government
and the public.

While those at the top talk about “policies,” those
at the bottom talk about “bread.” In between is the
bureaucracy—a wall, not a bridge. This is the tragedy
that is eroding democracy from within. This commu-
nication gap between the public and the government
could one day shake the very foundations of democ-
racy.

The journey from a public servant to
becoming a “government”

There was a time when government officials were
called “public servants.” This term now sounds like
a joke. Today's administration has become so proce-
dural that it has forgotten humanity. In a world of
files and laws, “sensitivity” has become an exception.

It's a disturbing truth that the very system created

India-Canada Relations: New
Initiatives and Emerging Possibilities

T

By MUNISH BHATIA

tionship between India and Canada

has historically been cordial and friend-

ly. Both nations share democratic values,

multicultural societies, and a common vi-

sion of global cooperation. However, in re-

cent years, this relationship has gone through a tense

phase due to political disagreements and certain con-

troversial incidents. The most affected by this strain

have been ordinary Indian citizens, students, and

profi mnals building their lives in Canada through

education and employment. Now, as both nations

take new initiatives toward improving ties, a renewed
sense of optimism has begun to emerge.

The primary reason for the decline in India—Cana-
da relations has been the issue of anti-India activities
operating from Canadian soil. India has repeatedly
expressed concern that its sovereignty and mtcmal
peace were being th y extremist
based in Canada. Several diplomatic exchanges and
public statements between the two countries deep-
ened the disagreement, which eventually slowed
down bilateral dialogues. The situation worsened
when certain political groups organized pro-seces-
sionist protests and violent demonstrations in Can-
ada. From India’s perspective, these incidents were
not only interference in its internal security matters
but also a scrious breach of mutual trust. Conse-
quently, high-level talks came to a halt, trade and
investment discussions slowed, and even sectors like
education and visa processing were indirectly affect-
ed. Thousands of Indian students secking education
and employment in Canada faced difficulties in ob-
taining visas and other permits.

Now, however, the scenario appears to be changing
gradually. In recent months, both governments have
taken concrete steps to revive dialogue. The resump-
tion of bilateral talks signals that India and Canada
are willing to move beyond their differences and
rebuild cooperation on new grounds. A significant
positive shift has been Canada’s dcl\nuwledgmult of
India’s security concerns. Indications of closer moni-
toring and control over extremist organizations have
emerged. This move is not only in India’s interest
but also vital for the stability of Canada’s own social
fabric. Terrorism is a threat to every democracy, and
if Canada takes decisive action in this direction, it
could mark the beginning of a new chapter of trust
between the two nations.

T

Trade relations between India and Canada have
long been mutually beneficial. There is immense po-
tential for collaboration in sectors such as agriculture,
technology, education, energy, and mining. Indian IT
companies and startups are expanding their foot-
print in Canada, while Canadian firms are exploring
investment opportunities in India’s vast and growing
market. The political tensions of 2023—24, however,
slowed down this momentum. Many companies paused
their investment plans, and bilateral trade witnessed
a decline. Yet, the steps now being taken toward nor-
malization have the potential to reverse these setbacks.
With political stability and renewed confidence, trade
and investment flows are expected to rise again, paving
the way for new economic partnerships.

The human connection between India and Canada
runs deep. Over 1.4 million people of Indian origin
reside in Canada, playing an active role in its social
and economic development. This vibrant diaspora
serves as a bridge between the two nations. When the
political climate is stable, the opportunities for this
community grow, and cultural bonds between the
two countries strengthen further. The improvement
of India—Canada relations is not merely a diplomatic
necessity—it represents the shared aspirations of the
people of both nations. Stable and cooperative ties
enhance opportunities in education, employment,
and trade, whereas extremism and mistrust bring
only setbacks.

If both countries move forward with mutual re-
speet and prioritize each other’s security concerns,
their partnership could become a model for others
at the global level. In the coming years, it is expect-
ed that India and Canada will adopt a joint strategy
against terrorism, accelerate trade negotiations, and
achieve new milestones in education and technolog-
ical cooperation.

The ongoing improvement in India—Canada rela-
tions is a positive sign—not limited to political gains
but extending to real benefits for students, workers,
investors, and ordinary citizens. If Canada takes deci-
sive action against extremist elements and addresses
India’s concerns sincerely, it will not only ease po-
litical tensions but also usher in a new era of trust,
cooperation, and partnership between the two great
democracies.

Poet, freelance journalist and
columnist, Radio and TV panelist,
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to serve the public now views citizens with suspicion.
Officials are increasingly suspicious of public inten-
tions rather than providing them with services. This
suspicion is against the very spirit of democracy.

This psychological disconnect between bureaucracy
and power is now deepening social inequality. Roads
reach villages only when votes are needed. Teachers
are hired in schools only when the media clamors,
and medicines arrive in hospitals only when a minis-
terial visit is scheduled.

This insensitive system turns the life of the com-
mon citizen into a “torture of waiting” that never ends.

Not a failure of governance, but a collapse of
sensibility

This culture of insensitivity has become a perma-
nent companion of power. Power only seeks “control,”
it doesn't know how to “listen.” This is why govern-
ance has become about “ruling,” not “understanding.”

Democracy survives as long as dialogue and empa-
thy prevail. But when both power and bureaucracy
become disconnected from the people, democracy
becomes a mere formality—a celebration held every
five years.

We have forgotten that the essence of governance

WhatIs Lostin a

By Vijay Garg

n the age of digital transformation, classrooms

have evolved into “smart classrooms,” filled

with sereens, projectors, tablets, and Al-pow-

ered tools. These spaces promise to make

learning more cfficient, interactive, and mod-
ern. Yet, amid all this innovation, something subtle
but profound is being lost — the human touch of ed-
ucation.

The classroom today looks very different from what
it once was. Chalkboards have turned into touch-
screens, notebooks into tablets, and teachers into
digital facilitators. Learning has become smarter,
faster, and more connected. Yet, somewhere between
the glowing screens and silent clicks, a quiet question
lingers — what have we lost in our smart classrooms?

In the rush to modernize education, the class-
room’s heartbeat — the human connection — has
grown faint. Once, a teacher’s voice carried warmth,
stories, and emotion. A look of encouragement could
lift a struggling student; a small conversation could
spark confidence. Now, lessons flow through slides
and software, polished but impersonal. The laugh-
ter, the pauses, and the shared sense of wonder often
fade behind the glass of a screen.

Technology has indeed opened doors to endless
knowledge, but it has also built invisible walls. Stu-
dents, surrounded by gadgets, are more connect-
ed than ever — and yet, they often feel more alone.
Group discussions give way to chat boxes; curiosity
is measured in clicks; learning feels efficient but not
always alive.

In smart classrooms, cverything is programmed to
run smoothly — except the messy, beautiful part of
learning that comes from mistakes, emotions, and hu-
man exchange. A teacher can inspire in ways that no Al
ever will, not through perfection, but through presence.

Perhaps progress is not just about how smart our
classrooms become, but how human they remain.
Education was never only about feeding the mind; it
was always about touching the soul.

A smart classroom undoubtedly enhances access to
information. Lessons can be replayed, quizzes are au-
to-graded, and virtual simulations bring abstract ide-
as to life. However, education is not just about data
delivery; it’s about connection — between teacher
and student, between curiosity and discovery. When
learning becomes too automated, the warmth of per-
sonal mentorship often fades.

lies in humanity. Laws are useful only if they protect
humanity, and administration is lngmmdta only if it ac-
cepts the suffering of its citizens as its responsibility.

Today, every department in our country has plans,
but implementation lacks sensitivity. This is why
plans have become mere “report cards,” not a means
of relief.

The chall
to reform

of d -acy and the path

There is a need to make power synonymous with
service again.

Both officers and leaders should understand that
their positions are not privileges, but responsibilities.
Behind every decision lies life, not just rules. Files are
meaningless unless they reflect human storics.

The time has come to make emotional intelligence
a policy imperative in governance. Training bureau-
crats should not only teach protocol but also empathy.

If the pride of position is not combined with the
spirit of service, then every policy will remain incom-
plete.

The need today is not for “inefficient administra-
tive machinery”, but for “humane administration” —
where the suffering, dignity and life of the citizen are
at the centre of every decision.

Call to revive democracy

The true reform of our time would be to restore
compassion to bureaucracy and power. The severity
of the law must be accompanied by the tenderness
of humanity. For history bears witness—wherever
the government ignored human suffering, revolution
responded.

The beauty of democracy lies in its compassion, not
in its harshness.

If today we are not able to revive humanity amidst
burcaucracy and power, then the next gencrations
will remember us as an “insensitive era”.

And then perhaps this question will resonate —

“Have we made governance more important than
humans?”

Therefore the call of the time is —

The administration must learn to see the person
before the process.

and listening to power before governing.

Smart Classroom

T

Retired Principal Educational columnist
Eminent Educationist street kour Chand MHR
Malout Punjab

Earlier, a teacher could sense confusion on a stu-
dent’s face, pause, and explain again with a story
or example. Now, the screen doesn’t frown or raise
a hand; it just keeps going. The rhythm of real con-
versation — the small jokes, the shared silences,
the spark of understanding — is often replaced by
pre-programmed interactions.

Moreover, students may become passive consum-
ers rather than active participants. When technology
dictates the pace, creativity and critical thinking can
take a backseat. In chasing digital efficiency, we risk
producing learners who can click quickly but think
slowly.

Another quiet loss is social learning. Group discus-
sions, handwritten notes, and face-to-face debates
build empathy and teamwork — qualities that no
algorithm can replicate. The screen may connect us
virtually, but it can also isolate us emotionally.

Smart classrooms are a powerful tool, but they
should remain just that — a tool. The heart of edu-
cation still beats in human relationships, curiosity,
and shared discovery. As we design the classrooms of
the future, we must ensure we don’t trade wisdom for
convenience or presence for pixels.

So as we celebrate the brilliance of technology, let
us also pause to protect the fragile, irreplaceable
warmth of the old classroom — where learning was
not just downloaded, but felt.

Because in making our classrooms smarter, we
must not make our learning less human.
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Modi pitches India as ‘steady lighthouse’
amid global tensions trade disruptions

Mumbai

rime Minister

Narendra Modi on

‘Wednesday pitched

India as a “steady
lighthouse” for the world
amid global tensions, trade
disruptions and shifting sup-
ply chains.

"India stands as a symbol
of strategic autonomy, peace
and inclusive growth," Modi
said, addressing the Mar-
itime Leaders Conclave at
the India Maritime Week
2025 event in Mumbai.

India’s vibrant democracy
and reliability are something
which makes India special,
Modi said.

“When the global seas are
rough. the world looks for a
steady lighthouse. India can
play the role of such a light-
house with a lot of strength,”
he said.

“Amid global tensions,
trade disruptions and shift-
ing supply chains, India is
symbol of strategic autono-
my. peace and inclusive
growth,” Modi said.

Shah mocks
Lalu and Sonia
over ambitions
for their sons

Darbhanga/

Samastipur/B
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Wednesday
attacked the INDIA bloc,
alleging that RJD supremo.
Lalu Prasad wants to make
his son Tejashwi the chief
minister of Biharand Con-
gress leader Sonia Gandhi
her son Rahul the PM,
while asserting that "both
posts were not vacant”.

Addressing a publicral-
lyin Darbhanga, Shah also
questioned whether the
members of radical outfit
Popular Front of India
(PFI), who were arrested
after the Centre banned
the organisation, would re-
main behind bars if the
Congress-RJD combine
came to power in Bihar.

"The BJP has given tick-
ets to many youngsters for
the Bihar assembly polls,
but the RID and Congress
‘have not, as Lalu ji wants to
make his son Tejashwi the
chief minister and Sonia ji
wants her son Rahul to be
the PM... but I want to let
them know that both posts
are not vacant," he said.

Shah termed the Maha-
gathbandhan as 'thug
bandhan', alleging that Lalu
Prasad is involved in fod-
der, bitumen and land-for-
jobs scams, while Congress
was involved in corruption

cases worth Rs 12 lakh
crore.

The home minister as-
serted that it was the NDA
government that banned
PFL

"PFI operatives were ac-
tive in Patna's Phulwari
Sharif. Searches were con-
ducted across the country
and members of the or-
ganisation were put be-
hind bars. Do you think
that the PFI members will
remain in prison if the
RJD-Congress combine

He said the country's mar-
itime and trade initiatives
are apart of abroader vision
and cited the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Cor-
ridor as an example of re-
defining trade routes in the
future.

India's maritime sector is
advancing with great speed
and energy, Modi said,
adding that the country’s
ports are now counted
among the most efficient in

' EEK
=z 2025
Launch of Transformative Initiatives
for Shipping & Shipbuilding
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the developing world.

“We have replaced over a
century-old colonial ship-
ping laws with modern and
futuristic laws suited for the
odi said.

“Today, India's ports are
counted among the most ef-
ficient in the developing
world. In many aspects, they
are performing even better
than those in the developed
world,” Modi said.

The new shipping laws
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strengthen the role of state
maritime boards and pro-

Iy reduced, Modi said.
Cruise tourism has gained
substantial momentum and
inland waterways have ex-
perienced  remarkable
growth, with cargo move-
ment increasing by more
than 700 per cent, he said.
The number of operational
waterways has expanded
from just three to an im-
pressive 32, he said. “Fur-
thermare, the net annual
surplus of ourports has seen
anine-fold increase over the
past decade,” Modi said.
The maritime sector is
driving India's growth, the
PM said. Over the last
decade it has transformed

mote integration of digital
technologies into port man-
agement, he said.

Under the Maritime India
Vision, over 150 initiatives
have been launched, result-
ing in significant improve-
ments across the maritime
sector, he said. The capacity
of India's major ports has
doubled, and turnaround
times have been significant-

Congress standing by intruders
breaking India for votes: BJP

New Delhi

The BJP on Wednesday ac-
censed the Congress of "open-
ly" standing by "intruders”
and carrying forward "its
agenda of breaking India
forvotes", after a video sur-
faced on social media pur-
portedly showing one of its
leaders singing Bangladesh's
national anthem at an offi-
cial meeting of the Seva Dal
in Assam.

In Assam, a senior official
of the Sribhumi distriet ad-
ministration said they have
"received oral instructions
from state Fisheries Minis-
ter Krishnendu Paul to en-
quire into the matter, and
weare looking into the isstie
now".

The Congress' Assam unit
sought to play down the is-
sue, saying the ruling party
is creating "unnecessary
controversy” to divert peo-
ple's attention.

This came after an un-
dated video surfaced on so-
cial media showing Con-
gress functionary Bidhu
Bhushan Das allegedly
singing Bangladesh's na-
tional anthem "Amar Sonar
Bangla", penned by Nobel
laureate  Rabindranath
Tagore, at a Congress Seva
Dal meeting in Sribhumi
district of southern Assam's
Barak valley.

The BJP, on the other
hand, grabbed the chance
with both hands to slam the
Congress ahead of next
year's election.

The ruling party’s nation-
al spokesperson, Shehzaad
Poonawalla, said, "The Con-
gress has been standing by
Bangladeshi intruders for
years. It helped these in-
truders settle down during
its rule. And now, the Con-
gressis officially supporting
them from the party’s plat-
form with its leader singing
Bangladesh’s national an-
them."

“This is not a coincidence.
This is awell thought-out ex-
periment and industry for
vote bank," he told a press
conference at the BJP head-
quarters here, demanding a
response from Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

Poonawalla charged that
a "big leader” of the Con-
gress sang the national an-
them of Bangladesh, "which
recently came up with a
provocative gesture for the
separation of India's north-
east region, especially As-
sam"."The Congress has of-
ficially come out to carry
forward "Bharat ke tukde
tukde (breaking India)'
agenda,” he alleged.

Reacting to the contro-
versy, Assam Congress pres-
ident Gaurav Gogoi hit back
atthe BJP, alleging that the
ruling party was creating
"unnecessary controversy”
asit has no otherissue to di-
vert people's attention.

Sribhumi district Con-
gress president Tapas
Purkayastha said, "Don't in-
dulge in politics with Ra-

bindranath Tagore. Our
pride, 85-year-old poet Vid-
hu Bhushan Das, sang only
two lines of the song, Criti-
cising this song means in-
sulting Rabindranath
Tagore."

BJP spokesperson also
took on other opposition
INDIA bloc constituents and
slammed the TMC, alleg-
ing that the Mamata Baner-
jee government was hatch-
ing a conspiracy to insti-
gateriotsin West Bengal af-
ter the Election Commis-
sion announced the launch
of the second phase of the
electoral roll revision in the
state, along with 11 others.

He cited recent remarks of
some of the TMCleaders in
this connection, alleging that
they have threatened vio-
lence and attack on the poll
panel officials as well as BJP
workers if the SIR is con-
ducted in West Bengal.

"Mamata Banerjee her-
self has said that there will
be riots in Bengal if SIR is
carried out in the state", the
BJP spokesperson claimed.

"Will the Congress and
the INDI Alliance say some-
thing on the Bengal gov-
ernment’s conspiracy to in-
stigate riots, attack on Elec-
tion Commission officials
on implementation of the
SIR in the state,” he added.

The BJP spokesperson
also accused the opposition
parties of adopting "double
standards" on the imple-
mentation of the SIR.

ly, boosting trade
and port infrastructure, he
added.

“A quarter of the 21st cen-
tury has passed. The next 25
years of this century are even
more crucial, so our focus is
on Blue Economy and Sus-
tainable Coastal Develop-
ment,” Modi said.

“Weare placing great em-
phasis on green logistics,

port connectivity and coastal
industrial clusters,” he said,
adding that significant
strides have been made to
drive next-generation re-
forms in the maritime sector.

“The year 2025 hasbeen a
landmark year for the coun-
try's maritime sector,
marked by several signifi-
cant achievements. India's
first deep-water international
transshipment hub, Vizhin-
jam Port, became opera-
tional this year.

“Addmb to the nation's
pride, the world's largest
container vessel recently
docked at the port, show-
casing its global capability,”
Modi said.

During the fiscal year
2024-2025, India’s major
ports achieved a record-
breaking cargo throughput,
setting new benchmarks in
efficiency, he said.

Kandla Port made history
by launching the nation's
first megawatt-scale indige-
nous green hydrogen facili-
ty, Modi said.

Polling stations to
increase in 12 states
UTs after SIR exercise

New Delhi

will on Novem-

In a bid to shorten voting
queues, the 12 states and
union territories that will
undergo special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls next week will see
more polling stations once
the exercise is completed.

Bihar, where the voters'
list clean-up exercise has
already concluded, has be-
come the first state in the
country where every
polling station has a max-
imum of 1,200 electors
against 1,500 earlier.

The rationalisation ex-
ercise will mean that the 12
states and UTs will have
more polling stations, on
the lines of Bihar, where
the number has gone up to
90,712 from 77,895 earlier.

The  rationalisation
would mean voters will
have to spend less time in
quenes while waiting for
their turn to exercise their
franchise.

According to its instruc-
tions to the chief electoral
officers of the states and
UTs where the SIR exercise

ber 4, new polling stations
aretobe set up in high-rise
buildings, colonies with
resident welfare associa-
tions and shum clusters.

District election officers
will consult political parties
on setting up new polling
stations.

EChas directed that spe-
cial care be taken to keep
all members of one family
in one polling station.

The states and Union
Territories where SIR will
be undertaken are: the An-
daman and Nicobar Is-
lands, Lakshadweep,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Puducherry, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal.

The EC had been work-
ing to ensure voters donot
have to travel beyond 2 km
to reach polling stations
wherever possible.

Polling stations were set
up in high-rise buildings
and societies in recent elec-
tions to ensure greater vot-
er participation.

Rahul's words reflect his contempt for
Hindu dharma and Billgr's culture: BJP

New Delhi

The BJP on Wednesday
lashed out at Rahul Gandhi
over his remarks about
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during a poll rally in Bi-
har, saying the Congress
leader's words reflected the
“contempt and hatred” that
he has for Hindu dharma,
Chhath Pujaand Bihar's cul-
ture.

Denouncing Gandhi for
terming Modi's reverence
for Chhath puja a "drama”,
BJP national spokesperson
and Rajya Sabha MP Sud-
hanshu Trivedi said the peo-
ple of Bihar will ensure a
massive defeat of the Maha-
gathbandhan in the upcom-
ing assembly polls for such
“insult of Chhath mahapar-
va, a symbol of Bihar's cul-
ture and faith".

"The kind of words he has
used in his remarks for
Chhath Puja and the faith of
people, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in
this Chhath mahaparva is
condemnable. The people of
Bihar are shocked and an-
e1y," he said.

BJP and all the con-
stituents of the NDA strong-
ly condemn Gandhi's re-
marks, he said.

Hitting back at Gandhi,
Trivedi said it is a drama
when a picture of the Con-
gress leader wearing a janeu’
(sacred thread) over kurta'is
shown by his party leaders,
and then he comes from a
temple and tells about his

"gotra, not caste”.

Demandinga "public apol-
ogy" from Gandhi, Union
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han said the Congress
leader's remarks were a "big
insult" to the public faith in
Chhath Puja and have deeply
hurt the sentiments of crores
of devotees.

"Rahul Gandhi's remarks
reflect his hatred for Sanatan
culture and also expose the
Congress party’s deep-seat-
ed hatred and frustration
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi," the senior
BJP leader, who is also the
BJP'sin-charge for the Bihar
polls, said in a post on X.

"Rahul Gandhi made such
remarks out of his feudal
thinking, political frustra-
tion and fear of defeat,” he
said, adding, "This is the
same mentality that has pre-
viously led to indecent state-
ments against the Prime
Minister and his revered
mother."

Trivedi also took on RID
leader Tejashwi Yadav, ask-
ing how much more "insult

Balanced mutually-beneficial FTA win-win situation
for both India, EU: RS Dy chairman Harivansh

Our Bureau

New Delhi
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chair-
man Harivansh expressed
confidence on Wednesday
that the India-EU Free Trade

comesto power m Blhar"” Agreement (FTA) will be
he soon and a bal-
rally in Begusarai dlsmd anced, mutually-beneficial
Shah attacked the Leader of | deal would be a win-win sit-
the Oppositionin Lok Sab- | uation for both sides.

ha, Rahul Gandhi, saying Harivansh said this during

that the latter came to Bi-
har a few months ago and
launched 'save infilirators
yatra', while referring to
Voter Adhikar Yatra.

"Rahul Gandhi and Lalu
Prasad want to ensure that
names of infiltrators re-
maininvoterlist... Tejash-
wiand Rahul want to bring
back jungle raj' in Bihar,"
he alleged.

At another rally in
Samastipur, Shah said,
"The Bihar polls are an
election to prevent the re-
turn of "jungle raj' to the
state.

ameetingwith a parliamen-
tary delegation from the Ea-

rise. Both sides expressed

ropean Parliament’s Com-  confidence that the India-EU
mittee on International FTA will be completed soon.
Trade Affairs (INTA), led by~ Harivansh expressed con-
Cristina Maestre, INTA fidence that both sides share
Standing RapporteurforIn-  the vision of realising a suc-
dia. cessful FTA that will further
Atthe meeting, Harivansh ~ strengthen the trusted part-
said India and the European  nership between them amid
Union (EU) are two of the  theuncertain geopolitical re-
largest and most vibrant  alities of today, accordingto
demoeracies, open market  a statement.
ies and pluralisti Acknowledging the role of
societies. the European Parliament,
He observed that the tra-  particularly the INTA Com-

jectory of the India-EU rela-
tions continues to be on the

mittee, in the ratification of
trade agreements, he under-

¢

scored that the conclusion of
a balanced, mutually-bene-
ficial FTA would be a win-
‘win situation for both India
and the EU.

Highlighting the strong
economic ties, Harivansh
noted that the EU is India's
leading trade and invest-
ment partner as well as ama-
jor source of technology.

He pointed out that the
EU, as a bloc, was India's
largest bilateral trading part-
ner in goods in the last fi-
nancial year.

According to the state-

ment issued by his office,
the Rajya Sabha deputy
chairman noted that a num-
ber of pathways mentioned
in the new strategic EU-India
agenda are already under
discussion, including the fi-
nalisation of the India-EU
FTA by the year-end and the
conclusion of a security and
defence partnership, which
are expected to be major de-
liverables for the next In-
dia-EU Summit.

Referring to the Joint
Communication announced
by the EU in September,
outlining a "new India-EU
Strategic Agenda" to elevate
the partnership, he described
itasavery positive develop-
ment.

Harivansh appreciated the
ambition reflected in the
EU's Joint Communication
and recognised its value in
advancing the partnership,
particularly in the areas of
trade, technology, security,
defence, innovation, climate,

connectivity, mobility and
global governance.

Expressing satisfaction
that there has been good
momentum in parliamen-
tary exchanges, he recalled
the visit of an all-party par-
liamentary delegation to
Brussels in June following
the April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack.

He noted that the delega-
tion had meaningful inter-
actions with members of the
European  Parliament
(MEPs). Such regular par-
liamentary exchanges, he
emphasised, symbolise the
strengthening of the India-
EU partnership.

The meeting took place at
a significant time, as Union
Minister of Commerce and
Industiy Piyush Goyal was in
Brussels for talks with his Eu-
ropean counterparts, un-
derlining the shared com-
mitment of both sides forad-
vancing the India-EU part-
nership.

of Biharis" he will bear.
"Certainly in these elec-
tions, the people of Bihar
will avenge the insult to the
symbol of Bihar's culture
and faith by setting the sun
of the Mahagathbandhan
and paving the way for a
new India by supporting the
NDA and the rising sun of
India under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Nitish Kumar,"
the BJP leader asserted.
This came after Gandhi
unleashed a no-holds-barred
attack on Prime Minister
Modi, alleging that he would
do anything, even dance, for
votes if asked by electors. Ad-
dressing the poll nllv in Bi-

remarked, * HMod.l i wants
to do drama, wants to do
dramaof Chhath Puja, then
water will come, video cam-
eras will come”.

This reflects the “feeling of
contempt and hatred” that
the Congress leader has for
Hindu dharma and culture,
as well as Chhath puja which
is Bihar's biggest festival and

culture, Trivedi said.

‘The BJP leader said Prime
Minister Modi, whois a pure
vegetarian, observes fast for
nine days during Navara-
tra. Modi had also observed
afast for eleven days during
the inanguration of the Ram
temnple in Ayodhya.

“Rahul ji, thatis not a dra-
ma. Dramais that when your
allies hold a press conference
on ‘Eradication of Sanatan’
and then yourpeople hold a
press conference abroad on
‘Dismantling of Global Hin-
dutva’, and then you say that
the fight is with Hindu dhar-
‘ma shakti (power),” Trivedi
said.

“And then a picture of you
wearing janeu over kurta is
shown by your people at a
press conference, and you
come out of the temple and
tell about your ‘gotra’, not
your caste. This is called dra-
ma,” the BJP leader added.

Pradhan acensed Gandhi
of crossing "all limits of deco-
rum" and said the Congress
leader should publiclyapol-
ogise to the people of Bihar
and the country for making
such “insulting and utterly
disgraceful" remarks on the
Chhath festival and the
‘prime minister.

He alleged that Gandhi,
Yadavand their "mahathag-
‘bandhan' (grand alliance of
deceit)" have always crushed
the aspirations of Bihar's
poor, farmers, women and
youth, while promoting 'jun-
gleraj.

Two-thirds win in Bihar
will Honour Nehru's
legacy says Rajnath

Darbhanga/Paina

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Wednesday said a
two-thirds majority for the
NDA in the 243-member
Bihar assembly will be a fit-
ting tribute to Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru on his birthday
on November 14, the day
poll results will be an-
nounced.

Bihar does not need
"goonda raj", he claimed
while alluding to the RID's
rule in the state.

"Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
has largely been successful in
undoing damage inflicted
by RJD's jungleraj'," Singh
said during a poll rally at

Barh in Patna district.
"Opposition parties want
to  secure votes of

Bangladeshi infiltrators," he
claimed.

Heskrmmed the Congress
and the RID for attacking
the Election Commission,
and wondered "how will

democracy run if constitu-
tional bodies are defamed".

Alleging that the RJD has
defamed Bihar across the
world, the defence minister
said the issue of the assem-
bly polls in the state was
dear —whether it will be tak-
en back to the days of ‘jun-
gle raj" or remain on the
path of development.

Addressing an election
rally in Darbhanga district
earlier in the day, Singh
slammed the RJID, alleging
that it made an "unrealistic
promise" of providing a gov-
ernment job to each house-
hold in the state.
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UP Poll chief
stresses booth
agents’ role in
smooth SIR
rollout

Lucknow:

A complete understand-
ing of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR)
of the electoral roll is a
must to address all que-
ries raised by stakehold-
ers, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO)
Navdeep Rinwa said on
Wednesday.

Rinwa was speaking
at a meeting with rep-
resentatives of political
parties to discuss the
rollout of the SIR.

“The first step is to sit
together at all three lev-
els — state, district, and
assembly — to under-
stand the entire process.
If there are any ques-
tions, we will clarify and
answer the queries,” he
said.

Rinwa underscored
the importance of ap-
pointing booth-level
agents (BLAs) by all rec-
ognised political parties
to ensure the accuracy
and smooth execution
of the massive electoral
exercise.

“It is a very important
task for every recognised
political party to appoint
its booth-level agent at
every booth across the
state,” he stated.

He said that the pro-
cess for appointing BLAs
had already been shared
with parties.

“From the state level,
each district is author-
ised to designate its of-
fice bearer, who will ap-
point booth-level agents
in the district,” he said.

The meeting was
aimed at briefing politi-
cal parties on procedural
details of the SIR.

The Election Commis-
sion of India recently
announced phase two of
the SIR of electoral rolls
in 12 states and union
territories, including Ut-
tar Pradesh, from Octo-
ber 28.

16 dengue
cases reported
in last 15 days
in Bilaspur’s
Raura

Bilaspur (HP):
The Raura area of the
Bilaspur district has wit-
nessed the emergence
of dengue with 16 cases
reported in the past 15
days, officials said on
Wednesday.

The cases were re-
ported in wards 1 and 2
of Raura in the district
headquarters.

Chief Medical Officer
Dr Shashi Dutt Sharma
informed that dengue
cases were on the rise
in the past few days, but
only one new case has
been reported in the last
two days.

He added that the
health department, in
collaboration with the
municipal council, is
conducting regular fog-
ging and source control
in the affected areas.

Dengue is a viral infec-
tion (fever) transmitted
by the Aedes mosquito.

Common symptoms
of dengue include sud-
den high fever, severe
headache, pain behind
the eyes, severe muscle
and joint pain, nau-
sea, vomiting, difficulty
breathing, extreme fa-
tigue, restlessness and a
rash which may appear
two to five days after
the fever, the CMO cau-
tioned.

He urged people to
immediately seek medi-
cal attention at the near-
est health centre or re-
gional hospital if they
experience any of these
symptoms.

Deputy Commission-
er Bilapsur Rahul Ku-
mar also visited the pri-
mary health centre in
Raura on Wednesday,
along with the chief
medical officer.
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In poll-bound Bihar Yogi recalls Lalu’s
‘sin’ of stopping Advani’s Ram Rath Yatra

Siwan/Bhojpur/Buxar:
"ttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister

Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday charged
RJD president Lalu
Prasad with having com-
mitted a “sin” by arrest-
ing BJP patriarch Lal
Krishna Advani, who
had taken out the Ram
Rath Yatra decades ago.

The BJP leader made
the remark on the cam-
paign trail in Bihar,
where he addressed
three back-to-back ral-
lies in the districts of
Siwan, Bhojpur and
Buxar.

Without mentioning
Prasad by name, the
then chief minister of
Bihar, Adityanath re-
called the incident of
1990 in Samastipur,
which the RJD supre-
mo proudly claims
while  asserting his
“secular” credentials.

“The  construction
of the Ram temple at

1yodhva wiped off the

blot (kalank) that had
mortified the nation
for 500 years. But the
RJD's men had com-
mitted the sin of stop-
ping the Rath of Lord
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Yogi slams Lalu over stopping Advani’s Ram Rath Yatva in Bihar

JM,LE'E

Ra.m, the UP chief
minister claimed.

He also alleged, “The
Congress, which is the
RJD’s ally, has been
claiming ~ that Lord
Ram did not exist”.

The allusion was to
an_affidavit submitted
before the Supreme
Court in 2007, when
the Centre was ruled
by the Congress-ruled

UPA.

Raking up an inci-
dent of 1989, when
Mulayam Singh Yadav
was the chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh, Adit-
yanath said “the Sama-
jwadi Party, which is
the partner of the Con-
gress-RJD in UP, had
ordered firing on devo-
tees of Lord Ram”.

At one of his rallies, in

India’s global standing growing
stronger, says Ghulam Nabi Azad

Former J&K Chief Minister Visits Bulandshahr to Offer Condolences, Refrains

from Political Commentary

—

Avmsh T_vagl
Bulandshahr:
Former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter and veteran leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad said
that India has earned a
distinct identity on the
world stage, thanks to
its rapid progress and
development  across

multiple sectors.

Azad was in Buland-
shahr on Wednesday
to offer condolences
to former Chairman
Arif Saeed Khan and
his family in Bugrasi
following the demise
of Khan’s mother. Ex-
pressing deep sorrow,
he said he shared a
personal  relationship

with the family and had
come to console them
in their time of grief.
He also noted that the
family had suffered two
personal losses within
the past six months.
Speaking briefly to
the media, Azad praised
the current pace of
India's development,
saying the country is
on the right track and
its growing recogni-
tion worldwide reflects
that i

and has earned a dis-
tinet identity across the
world,” he said.

When asked about
the upcoming Bihar As-
sembly elections, Azad

observed that both al-
liances are engaged
in a strong contest.
On political strategist
Prashant Kishor, he
commented that indi-
viduals like him should
participate in active
politics, adding that
Kishor had his good
wishes and sympathies.

However, the former
Chief Minister chose
not to answer further
political questions, fo-
cusing instead on the
personal nature of his
visit.

Among those present
during Azad’s visit were
Shoaib Khan, Suhail
Khan, and Kedarnath
Tyagi.

Raghunathpur assem-
bly segment of Siwan
district, Adityanath re-
ferred to local RJD can-
didate Osama Shahab,
whose late father Mo-
hammed Shahabuddin
was a dreaded gang-
ster-turned-politician
and several-term MP.
Referring to one of
the infamous cases in
which  Shahabuddin

Sukhu pushes for early
installation of 150 weather
stations in Himachal

The BJP leader made
the remark on the
campaign trail in
Bihar, where he

addressed three back-
to-back rallies in the
districts of Siwan,
Bhojpur and Buxar.

was named, the Ut-
tar Pradesh CM said,
“This district of Bihar
has been witness to
the horrific instance of
people being doused
with acid, leading to
their death. Now the
RJD wants to bring
back the ‘jungle raj’ by
fielding a member of
the family which had
gained notoriety not
Jjust across the country
but around the world”.

In line with the
BJP’s charge that the
INDIA bloc pursued
a politics of minority
appeasement,  Adit-
vanath also alleged,
“The Congress and
the RJD are known to
offer ‘sajda’ (prostra-
tion) before the tomb
of Aurangzeb...Do not
allow such forces to
come to power.”

Shimla:
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Sin-
gh Sukhu has urged the
Centre to provide one
Doppler Weather Radar
(DWR) and 150 auto-
mated weather stations
before the next monsoon
season for carly weather
updates amid increasing
occurrences of natural
disasters in the state.

The chief minister said
that due to Himachal's
topography and climate
change, the state has wit-
nessed an alarming rise in
the frequency of natural
disasters and has suffered
huge losses.

Sukhu, who met Min-
ister of State for Science
and Technology and Earth
Sciences Jitendra Singh
in New Delhi on Tuesday
evening, requested that
DWR and automated
weather stations be pro-
vided in adequate num-
bers to ensure early and
quick warnings of natural
disasters in the state, an of-
ficial statement said.

The DWR is an instru-
ment that is able to detect
and track the intensity and
motion of rain, snow or
ha]]1 thus helping in pre-

dicting extreme weather

events.

He also thanked the
Union minister for ap-
proving Doppler radar
for Lahaul Spiti and said
that the weather-related
data should be integrat-
ed with the national early
warning agencies so that
the state could receive ac-
curate and timely alerts on
adverse weather condi-
tions.

The chief minister also
requested a seismic lab-
oratory and data anal-
ysis centre in the Kan-
gra-Hamirpur zone, as
these areas fall within
seismic zone V and are
prone to earthquakes.

He also urged for two
additional air monitoring
systems in higher reaches
of the state and a weather
data centre at Hamirpur,
besides compact weather
radar in shadow areas of
the state.

Sukhu also called for
the establishment of a bi-
omanufacturing hub to
make better use of plant-
based natural resources
in the state and stressed
the need to set up plant-
based packaging units to
support environmental
protection and sustaina-
ble development.

New Zealand tourists moved by Taj
security police’s heartfelt welcome

Akash Jain
- _Agra:
The timeless
of the Taj Mahal con-
tinues to draw visitors
from every corner of the
world. But for a group of
tourists from New Zea-
land, their recent visit to
the monument became
even more memorable—
thanks to the warmth
and hospitality of the Taj
Security Police.

Under the ongoing in-
itiative “Operation Tour-
ist Delight,” Agra Police
are striving to ensure
that visitors not only feel
safe but also experience
India’s tradition of gra-
cious hospitality. Acting
under the direction of
the Agra Police Commis-
sioner, with leadership
from the ACP Taj Securi-
ty and supervision by the
Station House Officer,
the Quick Response
Team (QRT) of Taj Se-
curity Police extended
a warm wel to the

charm

significance, giving the
tourists a deeper con-
nection to India’s cul-
ture and heritage.

Impressed by

marked.
The team that led the

interaction included
Sub-Inspector ~ Pankaj
Singh  Patel, Consta-

ble Ashu, and Woman
ble Preeti. Their

New Zealand tourists at
the Taj Mahal complex
on Wednesday.

The police personnel,
while maintaining a
strong security presence,
engaged the visitors in
friendly  conversations
and accompanied them
during their tour of the
monument. The officers
shared insights into the

pr
warmth of the police, the
visitors expressed heart-
felt gratitude. They said
that the experience re-
flected the best of India’s
spirit of hospitality and
the respect shown by
its law enforcement of-
ficers. “The warmth and
friendliness we received
here are unforgettable,”
one of the tourists re-

Himachal CM urges centre to allow extra 2% borrowing room

New Delhi:
Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu on
Wednesday met Union
Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman and urged
her to increase the addi-
tional borrowing limit of
the state by two per cent
for the remaining period
of fiscal 2025-26.

The chief minister
highlighted that despite
the state government's
efforts to increase reve-
nues, the state’s financial
health has been severely
impacted due to regular
reductions in revenue
deficit grants and losses
incurred due to natural
disasters over the past
three years.

Stressing the need
for financial support,
Sukhu pointed out that
the state’s revenue defi-
cit grant has decreased
significantly from Rs
10,249 crore in 2020-
21 to Rs 3,257 crore in
2025-26 under the 15th
Finance Commission's
period.

He also mentioned the

-
loss of around Rs 18,000
crore due to natural dis-
asters during the past
three years, resulting in
the death of 1,321 pre-
cious lives and damage
Lo resources.
The chief minister said
that the recent ration-
alisation of Goods and
Services Tax (GST) rates
has adversely affected
the financial position of
the state due to a reduc-
tion in the tax base. Ad-
equate liberal assistance
should be provided in
view of the difficult cir-
cumstances the state is
facing, he reiterated.

Sukh a]sn apprised

the finance minister
of the measures being
taken by the state gov-
ernment to improve
its financial situation
through its minimal re-
sources.

The finance minister
assured the chief min-
ister that the state’s de-
mands would be consid-
ered sympathetically, a
statement from the state
government said, add-
ing that she also assured
that additional assis-
tance would be provided
under Special Central
Assistance.

Earlier on Tuesday
evening, the chief minis-
ter called on Union Min-
ister of State for Science
and Technology Jitendra
Singh and urged him to
provide 150 automated
weather stations across
the state and bio-manu-
facturing hubs.

He requested him to
provide Doppler weath-
er radar and automatic
weather stations in ade-
quate numbers to ensure
early and quick warning
related to natural disas-

ters in the state.
The chief minister said
that due to the geologi-

cal positioning of Him-
achal Pradesh and con-
cerning issues of global
warming and climate
change, the state has
witnessed an alarming
rise in the occurrenc-
es of natural disasters.
The state was suffering
huge losses due to these
disaster instances, he
said.

Sukhu requested to
provide one Doppler
weather radar and 150
automated weather sta-
tions before the next
monsoon season so that
the state could benefit
from the early weather

chief minister
also thanked the Union
minister for approv-
ing Doppler radar for
Lahaul Spiti. He said
that the weather-relat-
ed data should be inte-
grated with the central
recognised national
early warning agencies
so that the state could
receive accurate and
timely alerts pertaining
to adverse weather con-
ditions.

mlualwe was part of a
broader effort to reas-
sure international visi-
tors that Agra is not only
about architectural bril-
liance but also about the
genuine human connec-
tion it offers.
“Operation  Tourist
Delight” aims to make
every visitor feel wel-
comed, safe, and re-

spected—a living exam-
ple of the Indian belief
that “Atithi Devo Bha-
va,” meaning “The guest
is like God.”

Through such
thoughtful gestures, the
Taj Security Police have
once again shown that
Agra’s reputation ex-
tends beyond the mar-
ble beauty of the Taj
Mahal. It lies equally
in the city’s warmth,
safety, and heartfelt
hospitality that leave a
lasting impression on
visitors from around
the world.

Uttarakhand Chardham
Yatra sees 50 lakh pilgrims
despite natural disasters

Dehradun:
Despite multlple natural
disasters in the state this
monsoon, the number of
pilgrims arriving for Ut-
tarakhand’s Chardham
Yatra surpassed 50 lakh,
officials said on Wednes-
day.

According to the lat-
est data from the Ut-
tarakhand Tourism
Department, 50,12,970
pilgrims had arrived for
darshan at the Chard-
ham — Gangotri, Yamu-
notri, Kedarnath and
Badrinath — and Hem-
kund Sahib.

Last year, during the
entire pilgrimage sea-
son, more than 48 lakh
pilgrims  visited  the
Chardham and Hem-
kund Sahib. Although
the doors of Gangotri,
Yamunotri, Kedarnath,
and Hemkund Sahib
have closed for the win-
ter, Badrinath’s doors
are scheduled to shut on
November 25.

Officials expect this
figure to reach 52 lakh
pilgrims by the end of
the Chardham Yatra.

A tourism depart-
ment official said, “The
Badrinath Yatra still has
28 more days to go and
considering the average
daily arrival of 5,000-
6,000 pilgrims, the fig-
ure is expected to reach
52 lakh.”

Before the COVID-19
pandemic, authorities
recorded 34.80 lakh pil-
grims in 2019. The num-
ber shrank to 2.39 lakh
in 2020 due to COV-
ID-19 restrictions, and
5.48 lakh in 2021.

In 2022, the Yatra re-
bounded, with the num-
ber of pilgrims reaching
46.27 lakh and in 2023,
this figure reached a re-
cord 56.18 lakh.

The official said that
if so many disasters had
not struck this year, the
Yatra might have set a
new record.
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North Korea
touts missile
tests as Trump
visits South
Korea

Gyeongju:

Notth  Kores  said
Woednesday that it has
conducted  successful
cruise ‘mmissile tests,
the latest displsy of its
growing  military  ca-
pabilities and ome that
comes while US Pres-
ident Donalé Tromp
visits South Koren.

Trump has repested-
Iy expressed a desire
to meet North Korean
leader Kim Jomg Un
during his trip but ac-
knowledged difficulties
in arranging a meeting
with Kim.

"I know Kim Jong Un
very well. We get along
very well,” Trump said
at the beginning of his
meeting with South Ko-
rean President Lee Jae
Myung in the South Ko-
tean city of Gyeongju.
“We really weren't able
to work out timing.”

Speaking with  te-
porters eatlier aboard
Air Force One en route
from Japan te South
Korea, Trump appeared
[ dafwnplay the sig-
nificance of the latest
North Korean missile
test activities.

"He's been lsunching
missiles for decades,
right?" Trump said.

i
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Israeli foreign minister to visit India next
week discuss bilateral regional issues

Jerusalem:

ter Gideon Sa'ar will

visit Indiz niext week
to meet with the coun-
try's top leadership and
d]uuﬁs bilateral initiz-

ves and regionsl devel-
opments,

“8a’'aT will be on.a two-
day visit to New Delhi,
November 4 and 5, znd
will be meeting Frime
Mimister Narendra Modi
and his Indian coun-
terpart 8 Jaishanksr,
among others,” a source
in Israel said.

Despite the turmoil in
the region, there have
been several high-pro-
file yisits from Israel to
India over the past two
years, with recent ones
ncluding those of Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich, Minister of
]’mm:-my Nir Barkat,
Agriculture Minister
Avi Dichter, and Tour-
ism Minister Haim
Kata,

indiz  =nd  Istzel
signed a Bilateral In-
vestment Treaty (BIT)
doring the visit of Fi-
nance Minister Smo-
trich in September to
deepen economic and

Trump

eong
President Din
Trump said Wednesday
that "it's too bad” he's
not allowed to Tun for
& third term, conceding
the constitutional resli-
ty even as he expressed
Interest in continning to
serve.

“1f you tead it, it's pret-
ty dear,” Tr told re-
porters aboard Air Foree
One enroute from Japan.

¥y

India and Israel signed
a Bilateral Investment
Treaty (BIT) during
the wvisit of Finance
Minister Smotrich in
September to deepen
economic and finan-
cial Hes, and to assure
investors fram both
sides of appropriate
safeguards in light of
relevant international

financial ties, and to
assure investors from
both sides of appropri-
ate safeguards in hight
of relevant internation-
al precedents and prac-
tices,

The azgreement in-
creases the comfort
level and boosts the
confidence of investors
by assuring a minimum

says ‘it’s too bad’ he can’t run

to Sowth Korez. "1'm not

allowed to run. It's too

standard of treatment
and non-discrinina-
tion, while providing for
an mdependent forom
for dispute settlement
through arbitration.

The BIT also provides
for protestion to in-
vestments from expro-
pristion, transparency,
transfers and compensa-
tion forlosses.

]

“bad,”

The president’s com-

Israel has signed BITs
with over 15 coumntries
since 2000, induding
the UAE; Japan, the
Philippines, Thailand,
SDEEA&'ECE, £

Barkat visited India
in Februzaty with z large
economic delegation,

Istael has also been
seeking India’s help in
overcomming &n  acute

ments, which continue
his on-again, off-agein
mmusings sbout =z third
term, came a day after
House Spesker Mike
Johnson said it would be
impossible for Tromp to
stay in the White House.

"I don't see the path
for that,” he told report-
ers at the US Capitol on.
Tuesday.

Johnson, the Republi-
canleader who has built

precedents and prac-
tees.

shortage of workers In
various  sectors.  The
number of Indians
now wotking in Tsrael
is estimated at close to
40,000.

Severalthousand more
are expected to join the
Istaeli workforce in the
coming months

Juishanksr snd Sa'ar
earlier met in February
on the sidelines of the
Mumch Security Con-
ference and discussed
US President Donald
Trump’s vision of con-
mnecting Asia, Europe,
and the United Btates
through Israel.

his career by drawiny
closer to Trump, sail
he discussed the issue
with the president, and
he thinks Trump under-
stands the situation.

“He and I have tzlked
shout the comstrictions
of the Constitution,” he
said.

The spezker de-:cn'hed
how the Constitutio
2and Amendment dnas
not allow for a third

Deadly floods batter central
Vietnam killing at least 10

o Henoi
Floodwaters
through  central  Viet-
nam this week after
record-bresking  rains,
lmwngatleasu{)peuple
dead amd five missmg,
officials said, as cities,
farmland and transport
networks were battered
by the onslanght.

8ix deaths and four
missing people  were
reparted in the coastal
ity of Dznang, where 10
others were injured and
homes, crops and thoo-
sands of livestock were
washed away, according
toloeal authorities,

The dty is seen a5 a
future growth engine for

Vietnam, heightening
concern over the dam-
age.

In Hue, the former
imperial capital, one
person drowned  and
& geyear-old girl was
reported missing after
falling into flondwaters,
state media said. Much
of the dity remsins un-
derwater, with Tivers
mrwrﬂmwng sfter rainfall
teached 42 nches in 24
hours by late Meonday,
the highest zmoumt ever
recorded in Vietnam, ac-
cording to the nationsl
weather agency.

At lesst three people

died in Quang Ngai prov-
ince, which Trecorded
more than 120 landslides
along major  highways,
state media said. Some
routes remain  blodced,
trapping 50 pecple n 37
vehides for three days.

A breached river em-
bankment, rising flood-
waters and landshides in
hilly aress have isolated

dezens of mneighbour-
hoods in rural parts of the
province.

Vietnam's meteors

ological sgency szid a
surge of codl air from the
nirth eollided with warm,
misture-tich winds
from the sea, setting off a
chain of storms that have
pounded  central prov-
inces for days. The winds
forced rain-laden douds

up agaimst the mountains,
causing even heavier
dewnpours,

Forecasters warn the
same pattern will con-
tirme thmugh Thursday
night, keeping the ground
saturated and the risk of
further floads and land-
slides high.

Palice and military forc-
es have been deployed
across affected aress, and
muthorities in Quang Ngai
=re testing drone deliver-
ies of food and supplies to
isolated residents.

for third term

presidential term and
changing that, with a
Tiew amenidment, would
be a cumbersome, dece
ade-long process win-
ning over states and
votes n Congress.

“But I can tell you that
we are not going to take
our foot off the gas ped-
al"he said. *“We're going
to deliver for the AmerA
ican people, and we've
got a great tun ahesd

of us — kel have four
strong years,”

Trump stopped short
of cheracterizing his
conversetion with John-
son, and his description
of the prohibition on
third terms was some-
what less definitive.

“Based on what 1 read,
I guess I'm miot allowed
to ror,” he said Wednes-
day. “Sc well see what
happens.”

India to emerge as developed
Market: RBI Dy Guv

Mumbat:

Sustzined reforms and

ecomomic resilience have
put Indiz on 2 path to
graduzte from an emerg-
ing to an emerged mar-
ket stztus in the coming
decades, possibly within
the next few years, Re-
serve Bank Deputy Gove
ernor  Poonam  Guptz
said on Wednesday.

Addressing the Busi-
ness  Standard  BFSI
Insight Summit  heve,
Gupta said India's pol-
icy frameworks have
continued to evolve and
are currently among the
best globally.

Its  exchange rate,
which was regulated un-
til 1991, is increasingly
market-driven, she said,
adding that its external
aceount has been man-
aged well.

“There are inherent
strengths in its diver-
sified balance of pay-
ments, On the current
sccount, the merchan-
dise trade deficit has
been balanced by strong
services exports and re-
mittances receipts. Ol
price is not a dampener
as it used to be, All in
all, the current account
shows resilience and is

[RF urges strict enforcement of Bus Body Code amid rise in fatal sleeper

TSN/New Delhi:
International Road Fed-
eration (IRF) global
mad safety body works
g for better and safer
roads world wide has
expressed deep concern
at recent sleeper bus
fires datming more than
40 lives, once again ex-
posing the grim reslity
of safety in & mode of
transport that lakhs of
Indizns depend on every
day.

The latest bus fire in-
cdents highlight the
same persistent dan-
gers: flammable interi-
ors, blocked or marrow
exits, missing or faulty
emergency windows, no

eminently in 3 sustain-
able zome,” the deputy
governor said.

India has largely ad-
hered to the path of

scal consolidation,
barring perieds of signif-
icant shocks such s the
pendemmic, she added.

Guptz said the fled-
ble imflation targeting
framework for mrm‘la'ry
policy, introd
2016, was a major sl'mc-
tural reform i India.

"Evidence points to-
wards improved out-
comes post  adoption

of flexible inflation tar-
geting: inflation  has
become lower and less
volatile;  inflationary
expectations are bet-
ter anchored; and the
transmission of mone-
taty policy has become
more  effective,” she
added.

As a result of the full
mztrix of policy reforms,
Cutpa said ndig's GDP
and per capita income
growth rates have accel-
erated over time; growth
has been smong the
highest globslly; and its
variability has dedined.

“India's  mear-term
growth cutlook is prom-

ising too,” she said,

fire saf_ety gear, precious
Little time to escape; and

inadequately trained
staff.

Resilient Supply Chains & India’s Growth: Goyal

New Delhi:

ommerce and In-
dustry  Minister
Pivash Goyal on

Wednesday sald it is
Imiportant for the coun-
try to have resilient
supply chains; control
over key technologies
and reducing overde-
pendence on certain ge-
opraphies.

He said the clar-
ion call to promote
swadeshi prodocts is
not just zbout making
in India; designing or
developing in Indiz as it
is key for the country's
long-term growth and
soverelgnty.

He added that re-
ducing dependence on
foreign  technologies,
foreign weapons, for-
eign energy sources and
foreign critical technol-
ogies is important for
the cmmh'ysgmwth

“This decade in fact
has given us severzl
wake up calls, starting
from Covid, how im-
portant is to have re-
silient supply chains,
to have your own tech-
nologies, control over
technologies, control
pver essential supplies
in critical areas.

"How important it i

The s:'nslmg code of
practice for bus body
design has strict norms
for: safety of passengers

to ﬂeca)up!z in LE‘]‘lsm
sectors and cettain vety
important subjects,

including  mandatory
fire extinguishers which
are mostly empty or
non-fonctional |

from  overdependence
om certain geographies.
And therefore India

datory speed governors,
fixed time of drivers to
avoid fatigne, fitness
certificates  are mans
aged.

“During tecent bus
accidents the mumber of
deaths could have been
avoided with timely
Lelp and dela caused
in cutting the bus body
to bring out the injured
and the other passznv
ger's. Most develope:
countries have g ass
roofs which can be
easly broken and the
passengers call be res-
cued , The bus designs
especially of sleeper
conches is such it takes
hours and special cut-

today has resolved to
move awzy from just
being the back office of

ting tools to cut the
vehide and rescue the
passengers " sald Mr
K K Kapila, President
Emeritus, Internstional
Road Federation who
was tecently conferred
the Louis Prangey award
by Internatiomszl Federa-
tion of Consulting Engi-
neers (FIDIC) .

“Apart from strict ad-
herence to bus making
code, the government
should make it manda-
tory to equip ambulanc-
es #nd fire brigades with
cutting tools and  train
the drivers and attend-
amts to use them . Most
of the time it is difficult

of source cut-

He said the clarion call

about making in Indis,
designing or develop-
ing in India as it is key
for the country’s long-

the world, or software
provider of the werld to
become global engine
of innovation,” he said
here at TiEcon event.
He said Indisn tech

stattups are getting
huge valustions world-
wide

Goyal also said the
second edition of fund
of funds may be dedi-
cated entirely for deep
tech investment, par-
ticularly early stzge in-
wvestments.

*... sothat our friends
from deep tech ecosys-
tem do not end op sell-
ing large part of their
equity at very eadly
stage to funds or V(s,
teforeign funds and are
able te maintain lage
patt of their pwnership
for future rounds and
for maturing their tech-
nology going forward,”
he added.

coach fires

ting tools. Most of the
ambulances and cranes
parked at various  toll
plazas are ornamental
and non-functional most
of the time.” Mr Kapila
said.

The bus body code
of India is AlS-052, a
‘mandatory standard
that specifies safety,
structural, and design
requirements for all bus
bodies built in the coun-
try. The standard was in-
‘troduced te regulate the

iously wnorganized
{]r:‘v body-building sec-
tor, improve passenger

driver safety, and
ensure l_:lmfom.ty in
comstrochon.

ITR Filing
Deadline
Extended to
Dec 10

New Delhi:

The income tax depart-

ment on Wednesday ex-
tended the deadline for
filing I-T returns for AY
2025-96 by corporates
and those assessees
who need to get their
accounts andited to De-
cember 10,

Under the Income Tax
law, such taxpayers are
required to fille their re-
turns of income by Octo-
ber 3.

The department fur-
ther said these taxpay-
ers can file the sudited
report till Nevember 10,

*The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) has
decided to extend the
due date of fornishing of
Return of Income for the
Assessment Year 2025-
26, which is 315t October
2025, to 10th December
2025," the CBDT said in
a statement.

According to the tax
law, October 31 is the
deadline for ITR filing
for those who have to
get their books of ac-
counts andited, like
companies, proprietor-
ship and partnership
firms, while for individ-
ualsand HUFs the dead-
line is July 31

Following  industry
tepresentation, the in-
come tax department
had on September 25
extended the deadline
for submission of zudit
reports for the 2024-25
fiscal by one memth till
October 31. This hasnow
been further extended
till Nevember 10,

The reasoms cited
in these representa-
tions include disrup-
tions caused by floods
and matural calamities
in certain parts of the
country, which have
impeded mormal buosi-
ness and professional
ackivity.
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“Bihar will choose Governance over gimmicks:
K.C. Tyagi on why Nitish still defines credibility”

Il By Dr. Anil Singh
Editor - STAR Views (USA) |
Editorial Advisor - Top Story (Delhi)

Dr. Anil Singh: Mr. Tyagi, the
Bihar Assembly elections have
entered their decisive phase
Candidate withdrawals are over,
campaigns are in full swing,
and the Mahagathbandhan has
finally declared Tejashwi Yadav
as its Chief Ministerial face. You
have witnessed Bihar’s political
evolution from the socialist era
to the present day. How signif-
icant is this "CM face’ in deter-
mining electoral outcomes? Has
the Mahagathbandhan truly
strengthened its position with
Tejashwi’s projection, or has it
only exposed its internal con-
tradictions?

[¥] K.C. Tyagi: Dr. Anil, the an-
nouncement is more symbolic
than strategic. Since 2004-05,
both Lalu Prasad Yadav and
the RJD have lost their politi-
cal magnetism. Every election
since then—whether led by Lalu
himself or Tejashwi—has only
deepened their decline. There
was a time when we all—Lalu Ji,
Sharad Ji, Nitish Ji, Ram Vilas
Ji, and I-stood together under
one banner, and RJD command-
ed unmatched influence. But
that glory faded with misrule,
lawlessness, and what people
began calling “Jungle Raj."

The Congress was wary of pro-
ecting Tejashwi because Ra-
ul Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra
had created a larger resonance

nationally. Congress leaders

genuinely believed that Rahul's

appeal transcended Tejashwi's
limited regional pull. Hence,
they preferred to defer the lead-
ership question until after the
polls. What has emerged in-
stead is an uneasy, opportunis-
tic alliance — 243 seats, yet 256
candidates. It's not a coalition
of conviction but a marriage of
compulsion. The Congress lacks
the grassroots strength, and the
RJD, despite dominating seat
distribution, has lost the moral
edge to lead

Dr. Anil Singh: You've seen
Bihar's caste arithmetic from
the grassroots level. The RJD's
current equation — Muslims,
Yadavs, and sections of the Mal-
lah community — seems to be
its traditional base. How do you
see this arithmetic evolving,
and what is the NDA's counter-
balance to this social coalition?

[ K.C. Tyagi: Dr. Anil, the NDA
represents a genuinely inclu-
sive and multi-layered social al-

liance. The RJD's caste formula
belongs to another era. Today's
Bihar is far more aspirational.
The so-called "Mallah factor®
or Extremely Backward Class
(EBC) segment is no longer con-
fined to one political bloc. These
communities were first empow-
ered under Karpoori Thakur
and later strengthened by Nit-
ish Kumar through policies that
institutionalized representation
and dignity.

After the caste-based census,
Nitish Ji extended 36% reser-
vation to the most deprived
and marginalized groups — an
unprecedented move in Indian
political history. These sections
no longer vote along traditional
caste lines; they vote for gover-
nance, empowerment, and re-
spect. And in Bihar, those values
have a single synonym — Nitish
Kumar.

[¥ Dr. Anil Singh: The Mahag-
athbandhan has tried to proj-

ect Mukesh Sahani as a future
Deputy Chief Minister, clearly
hoping to attract the Nishad and
Mallah communities. On the
other hand, women voters have
con31stent1y been a decisive
force in Nitish Kumar's victo-
ries. Do you believe the gender
vote will again turn the tide in
NDA's favor?

[} K.C. Tyagi: Absolutely, Dr
Anil. What Tejashwi Yadav is
promising today, Nitish Kumar
delivered nearly two decades
ago. Women's reservation in
panchayats, municipalities, and
urban bodies was implemented
by Nitish in 2006 — not as a slo-
gan but as arevolution. The “Jee-
vika Didi" movement has trans-
formed over one crore women
into self-reliant entrepreneurs
and community leaders.

Nitish Ji's approach has always
been empowerment, not enti-
tlement, When each woman re-
ceived 10,000 to revive her tra-

ditional trade — be it weaving,
pottery, oil pressing, or tailoring
—itwasn'tahandout; it was cap-
ital to reclaim dlgmty Our poli-
tics has been about long-term
transformation. Theirs is about
short-term publicity. That's the
defining difference between
governance and gimmickry.

¥ Dr. Anil Singh: Tejashwi Ya-
dav's recent promise of pro-
viding one government job per
household has caught public
attention. But is this econom-
ically viable, or is it merely an
emotional lure aimed at unem-
ployed youth?

[?1 K.C. Tyagi: It's pure illusion,
Dr. Anil. Bihar's economy sim-
ply cannot sustain such popu-
list fantasies. The state’s annual
budget would need to multiply
several times over to fulfill such
a promise. The real challenge
lies in structural economic re-
form — and that begins with in-
dustrialization.

Post the bifurcation of Bihar,
most  mineral-rich  regions
and industrial hubs went to
Jharkhand. What remained
were poverty and unemploy-
ment. Unless Bihar is granted
special category status, large-
scale development will remain
aspirational. Nitish Kumar has
been demanding this for years
— not for political benefit, but to
ensure a fair fiscal foundation
for growth. Job creation must
come through skill, investment,
and infrastructure, not mere
rhetoric

[MDr. Anil Singh: Some political
observers suggest that the BJP
is hesitant to publicly declare
Nitish Kumar as the NDA's Chief
Ministerial face, perhaps to re-
tain flexibility post-election. Is
the Maharashtra-style political
experiment a possibility in Bi-
har too?

[FIK.C. Tyagi: Dr. Anil, let me be
absolutely clear — Nitish Kumar
is not Eknath Shinde. He is a
product of ideology, not conve-
nience. The JD(U) stands sol-
idly united behind him. There's
not a shred of rebellion or am-
biguity in our ranks. Nitish Ji

represents the finest legacy of
the socialist movement post-in-
dependence — integrity without
compromise.

In war, the commander who
leads to victory remains the
commander. The BJP has tried
tactical manoeuvres elsewhere,
but Bihar is different. This state
values loyalty, stability, and gov-
ernance memory. The NDA in
Bihar is not built on intrigue; it's
built on trust and shared gover-
nance

¥ Dr. Anil Singh: As the cam-
paign nears its final leg, how
will the JD(U) and NDA connect
with voters? What central mes-
sage do you intend to carry to
the people of Bihar?

[} K.C. Tyagi: Dr. Anil, our
campaign is rooted in perfor-
mance, not propaganda. We are
asking for votes on Nitish Ji's
20 years of governance — a re-
cord defined by roads, electric-
ity, education, healthcare, and
women's empowerment. For up-
per-caste voters, we established
the Swarn Commission; for the
economically weaker sections,
we implemented the 10% EWS
quota. Our governance has tran-
scended caste; it has become an
instrument of equality.

The Mahagathbandhan, on the
other hand, remains trapped
in the old politics of appease-
ment. Their vision stops where
ours begins. We are a coalition
of progress — a partnership
that reflects the aspirations of
every Bihari, from the farmer
in Gopalganj to the student in
Darbhanga. That's our strength
— inclusiveness, credibility, and
continuity.

I¥ Dr. Anil Singh: MrTyag,
thank you for sharing such a
deep and candid perspective
We look forward to speaking
with you again after the first
phase of polling,

¥ K.C. Tyagi: Thank you, Dr
Anil. Your voice connects In-
dia’'s democracy to the global
stage. It's always a pleasure to
engage in meaningful dialogue
with you

SPORTS
smnarsices| ROD1t Sharma becomes No. 1 Suvakumarbecomes

NZ to series-
clinching win

to join 150 T20I sixes club

over England

Hamilton

ODI Batter in ICC Rankings

Dubai

New Zealand all-round-
er Daryl Mitchell guid-
ed his side to a thrilling
five-wicket win over
England in a low-scor-
ing contest at Hamilton
on Wednesday. With
this victory, the hosts
sealed the three-match
ODI series 2-0, with one
game still remaining in
Wellington.

Chasing a target of
176, New Zealand found
themselves in early
trouble but Mitchell’s
composure stood out.
The all-rounder re-
mained unbeaten on 56
off 59 balls, laced with
six fours and two sixes,
anchoring the innings
brilliantly. He was well
supported by skipper
Mitchell Santner, who
played a blistering cam-
eo of 34 not out off just
17 deliveries, striking
two fours and three six-
es to finish the chase in
style.

Earlier in the in-
nings, New Zealand had
a shaky start as Will
Young departed for a
duck, dismissed by Jof-
ra Archer, who bowled
a fiery opening spell.
Kane Williamson tried
to steady the ship with
a promising 21 before
being castled by Jamie
Overton.

Advt Contact :
9818-799941

ormer India skip-
Fper Rohit Sharma

created history on
Wednesday as he be-
came the No. t-ranked
player in the ICC Men's
ODI Batter Rankings for
the first time in his ca-
reer,

Rohit rose two spots
and to thetop on the back
of his superb unbeaten
century in the third and
final ODI between India
and Australia in Sydney,
where he led his side to
an emphatic nine-wicket
triumph in style, as re-
ported by the ICC.

The experienced
right-hander was in a
damaging mood alongside
fellow India legend Virat
Kohli (74*) as he smashed
13 fours and three massive
sixes on his way to scor-
ing his 33rd ODI century
for his country.

Rohit’s efforts saw
him overtake Afghan-
istan dasher Ibrahim
Zadran and India team-

mate Shubman Gill as he
claimed the top ranking
for batters in ODI crick-
et for the very first time,

with the 38-year-old
having held a spot inside
the top 10 for the majori-
ty of the last decade.

The former skipper
wasn't the only India
player to make some
ground on the updat-

Rohit rose two spots
and to the top on the
back of his superb
unbeaten century in
the third and final
ODI between India
and Australia in Syd-
ney, where he led his
side to an emphatic
nine-wicket triumph
in style, as reported
by the ICC.

ed rankings this week.
Spinner  Axar  Patel
was also rewarded for
a strong game in Syd-
ney as he moved up in
both the bowling and
all-rounder categories.

Axar jumped six plac-
es to 3ist behind No.
1-ranked Rashid Khan
on the list for ODI bowl-
ers and improved four
spots to eighth over-
all behind Azmatullah
Omarzai on the rankings
for ODI all-rounders.

Canberra

‘India captain Suryaku-

mar Yadav added an-
other feather to his cap
by becoming the fifth
player to hammer 150
sixes in T2o0ls, follow-
ing his explosive outing
in the first T20l against
Australia in Canberra on
Wednesday.

The Indian skipper
tonked two towering
maximums to become
the second Indian to
wallop 150 T20I sixes
and joined a special club,
featuring Rohit Sharma
(205) at the top, fol-
lowed by Muhammad
Waseem (187), Martin
Guptill (173) and Jos
Buttler (172). The sea-
soned swashbuckler
achieved the feat in his
91st T201.

Suryakumar, a crafty
T201 batter, flaunted
his six-hitting muscle in
a rain-affected contest
at Manuka Oval. He ar-
rived at the crease after
the number one T20I
batter, Abhishek Shar-
ma, holed out to Tim
David off Nathan Ellis

on the final ball of the
fourth over.

He initially was
troubled by Australia
pace-bowling mainstay
Josh Hazlewood, who
beat his outside edge
in the fifth over, almost
inducing a nick on its
way to the wicketkeep-
er. In reply, Suryakumar
flicked the ball to send it
sailing over the bounda-
ry rope for his first six of
the night.

Rain washes out 1st T20I between India and Australia at Manuka Oval

Canberra

The first T201 of the five-

match series between
Australia and India,
which is being played
at Manuka Oval in Can-
berra, was called off due
to persistent rain on
Wednesday.

Ahead of the series
opener, all-rounder Ni-
tish Kumar Reddy was

ruled out for the first
three T20ls. He is re-
covering from his left
quadriceps injury sus-
tained during the second
ODI in Adelaide. The
22-year-old complained
of neck spasms, which
have impacted his re-
covery and mobility. The
BCCI Medical Team is
monitoring his progress.

Earlier in the game,
Australia skipper Mitch-

ell Marsh won the toss
and opted to field first.

Batters Abhishek
Sharma and Shubman
Gill came out in the mid-
dle to open the innings
for the Men in Blue.
Both batters started olI

back to the pavillion in
the fourth over of the
innings by right-arm
seamer Nathan Ellis.
Following Abhishek’s
dismissal, Team India

their innings
and later accelerated.
Gill and Abhishek (19
runs off 14 balls) put on
a 35-run partnership be-
fore the latter was sent

skipper  Sury

Yadav came out in the
middle to bat. After
completing five overs,
the match was stopped
as rain poured in Aus-

tralia.

When the game
stopped, the visitors
were 43/1 in five overs
with Gill (16%) and
Suryakumar (8*) un-
beaten on the crease.
The game was resumed
after a  45-minute
break, with the match
being reduced to 18
overs per side.
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Aman, Kartik
renew
rivalry at
[GPL Kolkata

Kelkata:

fman Raj and Kartik
Singh will resume their
battle in the fifth event
of the TGPL Tour, a8 the
enperienced Patna golfer
takes on the young Delhi
boy at the IGPL Inuita-
ticnal Kollata hosted at
the Tollygungs Club in
the eastern metropolis of
Kolkata,

Aman held his nerve
in the closing stages to
win in Jaipur, as Kartik
finished & close seond.
£ Aman locks to emmilate
Gaganjest Bhullar’s feat of
backto-hack wins, Rartik
continues bis ssarch for a
maiden pro tils as he tees
up in his fifth start at the
IGHL, Tour.

Gettingreadyforthe first
dayof the IGPL Invitation-
o Kelkata, Karkik Singh
has been grouped with
the experienced Harendra
Singh and Saarthak Chib-
berinthe firstround at the
Tollygunge Club.

Last wedkds yeinner,
Aman Raj, is grouped
with Ridhima Dilawari
and Kapil Kumar, B Kar-
tik has finished in the
Top-10 i four previous
starts in Chandigarh, Jay-
pee Cresns, Pung, and
Jaipur and is now second
in the IGPL, Ravlings be-
i the leader, Gaganioet
Bhullar, who won i both
his starts in the first two
ements, Kartike has earmed
Rs. 43,71,557 s apainst Rs.
25 lakds by Bhullar, who
is now busy with engage-
mentsen thelnternationsl
Series and Astan Tour,

‘rnan R, wh like Kar=
tik, has been in the Top-10
all four times before this
week, s lying third with Rs.
35,84,058 and last wesk’s
win, which was his third
career siposss i Jaipar,
helped him riss on the
Ranldngs list.

Kapil Kumar, the

soft-gpolen Delhistar, had
his breakthrongh sicoess
8 a po, when he edged
ot Kartik i a play-off at
the Poona Golf Club, &
now fourth on the Mer-
it list with Re. 3104725
and his cless friend, Sa-
chin Baisoya s fifth with
Rs. 26,85,632 is fifth. Last
weele Baisoya wae thind
behind dman Ry and
Kartlk Singh. Olympian
Udagan Mane in his maid-
e IGPL start fmished
Tied-siath and he will bs
back this week at the Toll-
yemnge Club locking for
4 better result. Seme of
the other starg looking to
make a mark will include
Aadil Pedi, Puldnsj Gills,
Syed Saqib Ahmed and
SaarthakChikber.
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Hooda reflects as Telugu Titans

break nine-year playoff drought

Wew Delhi:
lugn Titans
booked their spot
i fhe Ouslifier 2
of Pro Kabaddi Lesgue
(PKL) 12 after com-
plating 4 commanding
46-39 win to end Pat-
na Pirate's eight-match
winning streak af the
Thyagaraj Indoor Stadi-
um on Tuesday, as per a

release from PKL.
The Titane will face
season 10 champi-

ons Puneri Paltan on
Wednesday, with the
o taams battling it out
for 4 place in the finals
against Dabang Delhi
KC on Friday.

Reflecting  on the
team's crucial win, head
coach Krishan Kunrar

‘Honda proud as Teloga Trams end S-year playaf drought

Hoodasaid, “Ttwas ado-
or-die gama for us, and
the message for the team
always was to play in
that manner. I had said
at thestart of the season
that wewoen't disappeint
cour audience this year.
Time will tell who wins,
but we will give it our

Cameron Norrie stuns
World No. 1 Carlos
Alcaraz at Paris Masters

best shot, as quoted
from a release by PKL.
Echoing the coaches’
sentiments, Telugu Ti-
tans captain Vijay Ma-
lik added, “We wanted
to play cur game. We've
performed well in the
tournament sz the

right now.”

Hlearss spoke to re-
porters following' the
match, sharing his frus-
tration with his perfor-
manee. “It's one of the
worst matches of the
year in temms of feek
ings,” the player said
as quoted by Clympies,
com.

Parig:
World No. 1.and Spanish
tennis player Carlos Al
carag suffered a defeat in
the second round of the
ongeing Paris Masters
2025 as he lost to Great
Britain's Cameron Nor-
riscn Thesday.

Afterdropping thafirst
set 486, the lefi-hand-
ed Brit recovered to
taks the next two, 6-3,
6-4, tuming the match
around  and  clesing
out the best player in
the world, putting an
end to the Spaniards
17mateh Masters 1000
winning streak.

Alearas tallied 54 un-
forced errars as he was
seen struggling with his
timing and footwork.
He was also seen dis-
cussing the court con-
ditions with his coach,
Jun Carlos Ferrero,
after dropping the sec-
cond set.

A jubilant Norrie said
of this win, as quot-
&d by Olympicscom,
“Massive. So big for me.
To get a win like this,
it's the biggest win of
my career, my first win
aver theworld No, 1and
probably the mest confi-
dent player in the world

Alosran  referenced
his 2025 Miami defeat
to David Goffin, which
he said was a “physical
issue,” but here, “it was
different. T didn't feel
the ball well at any mo-
ment,” he said.

“My ideas were obwi-
ous, 48 were my goals.
But today, even in the
first set, although T won
it, T felt like I could do
much hetter than I had.
Itried toimprovein the
second set. It was the
opposite: I played even
worse,” the 2e-pear-ald
adde

The Clympic silver
medallist * came into
the Paris Masters with
11,340 points, but fol-
lowing todays exit, he
stands at 11,240 points
in the live ranking,
while No.z Jannik Sin-
ner follows him with
10,510,

statt, so the aim was to
keep building on that
and kesp wirming."
Further sharing his
thoughts on & sucoess-
ful season so far, an
emotional Krighan Ku-
mar Heoda mentioned,
“Telugu Titins have

qualified for the play-
offs after nine years.
Teams used to think
they'd bag five points
against s in the previ-
ous seasans. Howsver,
this seasom, the play-
ars have turned things
around in such g man-

ner that it was tough
for me not to be emo-
tional.”

“As g team, we were
determined to chings
our record. Last sea-
son, we missed out on
the playoffs by a nar-

row margin. We've
managed to turn that
arcund  this season

and that's down to the
hard work done by the
players. It's brilliant to
witness, and [ want to
thank every single one
of them,” he added.
The hesd eoach also
credited  the senior
players in the feamn for
shouldaring the re-
sponsibility  alongside
the younger players. He
stated, “The team has
performad well on both
ends of the mat. We
have four NYPs playing
with three senior play-
ers - Vijay, Bharat and
Shubham, This experi-
enced trio has led us to
the' playoffs. Espacial-
ly Vijay, as captain, he
leads from the front.”

Pune Grand Tour ushers

Pune:
Pune Grand Tour 2026,

India's firstever Pro
Stage Elite Raes for
Men, & Union Cycliste
Internationale  (UCI)
2.2 intemational cycling
event, on Wednesday
unveiled its cfficlal em-
blem and masect with
much fanfare, thus pre-
senting India with its
very own high-profile
global cycling event.
Pune Grand Tour
2026 is linked to quali-
fication for the LA 2028
Swnmer  Olympics,
allowing  infernaticn-
al participants to gar-
ner aitical race-points
through a multi-stage,
multi-dsy road tace
schiediled from Janu-
ary 19 to 23, 2026. Asa
show of strength behind
the Pune Grand Tour,
Dovendra  Padnavis,
Chief Minister of Maha-
rashira and Ajit Pawar,
Deputy Chief Minister
and Guardian Minister
of Puns, led the svent
partners including Gy~
dling Federation of India
(CFI), Ministry of Sports
and Youth Welfare, Ma-
harashtra, and Pune Dis-
trict Administration, to
a commitment in bring-

ing a cycling revolution
in Maharashtra and in
India. Classified as an
dlite event in UCTs an-
rmal calendar, the Pune
Grand Tour Js pegged
a5 India's groundbreak-
ing move inta the global
stage, combining with
athletes” grit, glory and
passion for a werld-
class competition. Rac-
ing through the vast
topegraphy of 437 kms,
Pune Grand Tour will
ba Maharashtra's show-
case event - displaying
a dynamic mix of Pune
District’s urban strefch-
es, hilly terrain and ru-
ral landscapes, as per a
press releass, Speaking
on the oocasion, Desven-
dra Padnavis said, “It is

Salesforce Run 2025 Kicks Off in Gurgaon

T8N/Gurgaon:

Sdesforce; the world s 41
AT CRI®, toitay flagged
off the Gurgacn edition
of the Salesfores Run,
Salesforee India's flag-
ship anmual eommunity
run. The event, now in
itsthind year, will be held
across all the sixlocations
in India and for the first
tims in Singapors. The
run will bring together
Trailblazers - including
Salesforoz  employess,
Futurefores interns, cus-
tormers, and partnens - to
promote physical and
mental wellbeing whiks
raising funds to sup-
pert child education and
greentfication initiatives,
This. year, Salesforcs
has pledged INR 4crore,
deubling  last  year's
contribution, to create
meaningful impact in
oollaboration with four
NGO partners, Meghsh-
ala Trust and Wadbwani
AT will help bring digital
classrooms to 12,000 stu-
dents across India, while
WRI India and Climate
Collective  Foundaticn
will support climate tach
entreprenaurs in South
Bsia and confribute to
planting 50,000 rese,
&s part of Salesforos
R 2025, employees
from all aties wers en-

4

conraged to participate
in fitness challenges and
log their daily mns ahead
of the main events. Till
date, employees have
logged over 4.4lakh kilo-
meters of pre-mn activi-
tigs.

Speddng  about the
avent, Arundhati Bhat-
tacharya, President and
CEO, Salesforee - South
Asla, remarked, “The
Salesforce. Run is our
culturs’ in motion. s
where community, col-
laberation, and a shared
ambition to give back
come alive, proving our

1 i &

core belief that business
is the greatest platform
for change. Seeing that
incredible energy is a
powarful reminder that
our edllective steps cre-
ate real, tangihle impact.
This event perfectly em-
bodies the Salesforce
spirl, defining the dif-
ference we can make to-
gether in the communi-
ties weserve.”

Jyoti  Thyagarajan,
Founder and  Manag-
ing Trustes, Meghshala
Trust, commented, “At
Meghshala, we bring
learning to lfe with

thusiastically apply our
lossons in their dass-
rooms. To- ensure even
the most remots tsachers
cani 40csss our lessons,
We use engaging, app-
based technelogy that
empoyrers them to deliv-
er better learning expe-
riences in their schocls.
Threugh aur partrership
with Salesforee, we are
delighted to bring digital
clagercoms to students
acress India, helping them
access quality education.
Participating in this itk
ative and elebrating the

Isalesforce pledges
INR 4 crore to support
Child Education
and  Greanification
through partnerships
with Meghshala Trust,
Wadhwani  Al, WRI
India, and Climate
Collective Fnundaﬂnn.l

collaboration that trans-
forms education for un-
darserved commurities i
our way of giving badk to
the bright-eyed children
we serve”

Madhav  Pai, CEO,
WRI India, commented,
“Cur work focuses on
improving pecple’s lives,
protecting and restoring
nature, and sddressing
climate change. Tha en-
gagement and enthusi-
astm from the Salesforce
commmity is fruly en-
couraging.  Collabora-
tions like this empower
immovative  solutions
and sustainable prac-
tices, and if's inepiting
to ses such collective
energy directed toward
building a greener fu-
ture. We are delighted
tor by part of this niti-
ative and the tangible
impact it creates for
commmmities and the
planet.”

4 mamentous ocedsion
for all of us as we set out
torbring India’s firstav-
ar UCT 2.2 global cycling
event to Pune. The Pune
Grand Tour represents
4 defining, moment for
Maharashtra's sporting
vision, dsmonstrating
ow eommitment to de-
veleping sports infra-
structure. Pune Grand
Tour hopes to act as &
foundation in creating
an ecosystem tonurture
talent ‘and make our
own national eycling
heroes”  Comment-
ing on the launch, Ajit
Pawar, Deputy Chief
Minister and Guardian
Minister of Pune, said,
“Cyeling is much mors
than asport.

Breaking Time
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Dear Reader, T you
have any news or
you have any sugges-
tion regarding our
newspaper or you
have any problem
with any govern-
ment  department,
you may contact us
on 24 hour helpline

Readers are recom-
mended fo make all
ngoessary enquiries and
seekcappropriate advice
befare action on any
advertisement and con-
tent published in this
publication. The print-
er, publisher, editorand
seller of the Top Story
do net vouch for any
claims. The publication

no-  0120-4225517, | dlaims

424128 4for Dol- | is Being seld en the

hi & Chaziabag | condition and under-
ding that informa-

(o582310972), for | Standing that i

Neida(9818999585), tion given in this pub-

lication is merely for
reference and must not
be taken a5 hasing final
authority of or binding
in any way. We do net
owe any responsibility
for damage or loss to
any parson, 4 purchase
of this production is
not for the result of any
action taken on the ba-
sis of this work All dis-
putes are subject o the
exclusive  jurisdiction
of gourt and forums in
Dielhi/New Delhi nly.
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Oman replaces Pakistan at
Men's Junior Hockey World Cup

Lausanns:

After the Pakistan Hocke

ey Federstion had no-
tified the Internation-
al Hockey Federation
(FTH) that they had not
aocepted the invitation
to participate in the
upoming FIH Heckey
Men's Junicr World Cup
Tamnil Madu 2025, after
their team had qualified
for this event at the Asia
Junicr Cup last year.

The Men's Junior
team of Oman will now
join this listof participat-
ing teams for this event
thatwill taks place frem
28 November to 10 De-
cember 2025 in the cit-
fes of Chenmai and Ma-
durai, India, according
to & press release from
FIH

Oman joined as the
next-highest-placed
team in the continental
championship  {Junior
Asia Cup 2024), qualify-
ing for this Junior World
Cup.

For the very first time,
the FIH Hockey Junior
Werld Cups 2oz 5 wom-
en and men, will inwlve
24 teams each, enabling
greater acosssibility to
FIH events, which is

oms of the fmdimental
principles of the FIH
Empowerment and En-
gagement strategy.
Germany wan the last

ticipated in the competi-
ticn, Oman too decided
against  participation,
with Kazakhstm taking

their plaos in thecormpe

editien in 2023,in Kuala  titien.

Lumpur, Malagsia, the  Speaking about Crick-

FIH pressrelease added,  et, the Pakistan Wem-
Barlier this year, Pa-  en's Cricket Team didn’t

travel to India for the
cngeing 1CC Wormen's
World Cup 2025 and
played all the games of
the competition at Co-
lomho's R. Premadasa
Stadium as Sri Lanka
is a eohost of the mega
event.

listan's Men's Hockey
Team did net participate
in the recently conclud-
el Asia Cup Hockey in
Raigir, Bihar, which
tock place from August
25 toSeptember 7, citing
securityreasons. In their
place, Bangladesh par-
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Darsheel Safary, Rajeshwari

Sachdev

Mumbai
ctors Rajeshwari
Sachdev  and

Darsheel Safary

are the new addi-
tions to the cast of'Maharani
4', which is headlined by
Huma Qureshi.

Sharing her experience
working on the show, Ra-
jeshwari Sachdev, in a press
note, said, "Maharani isn't
just a show, it's a powerful
narrative that reflects the
pulse of politics and power.
Joining this world, especial-
ly with a character that plays
such acrucial role in the un-
folding drama, is incredibly
thrilling. The writing is bold,
the st: are high, and I
can't wait for the audience to

Mukesh Rishi
attends J&K
Legislative
Assembly session

Srinagar
ctor  Mukesh
Rishi on
Wednesday
arked a guest
appearance in the
and Kashmir Le,
Assembly session, observ-
ing from the Speaker's
gallery.

Rishi said, "I have come
here to attend a few pro-
grams organised by the
Army. 1 will also meet lo-
cal MLAs and MPs with
the Dogra community. I
am very happy to visit the
Assembly here...Kashmir
remains dear to the film
industry. I have shot at
many locations in Kash-
mir...I appeal to the pub-
lic to visit Kashmir."

Mukesh Rishi, best
known for his acclaimed
performances in Bolly-
wood films like Sarfarosh,
hails originally from Jam-
mu.

He is primar;
ated with his role in Kun-
dan Shah's 'Gunda'. He
essayed the role of the
iconic villain Bulla in the
film, which has, over the
years, become extremely
popular on social media
among Gen Z.

i.

witness the storm my char-
acter brings to Rani Bharti's
world."

Darsheel Safary added,

"Joining Maharani 4 is more
than justa rol
point. This season dives deep-
er into the chaos of power,

SONY

iv™

and my character walks
straight into the eye of that
storm. Expect the unexpect-
ed, because nothing stays the

oin 'Maharani 4'

same.” On Wednesday, the
makers even unveiled the
show's trailer,

The trailer showcases an
explosive storyline that prom-
ises a fierce battle that will re-
shape the future of Rani
Bharti's empire. But this time,
the fight is with one of the
most powerful entities.

Directed by
Prakash, produced by Kangra
Talkies Pvt. Ltd., and created
by Subhash Kapoor, Maha-
rani 4, which also features
Shweta Basu Prasad, Vipin
Sharma, Amit Sial, Vineet
Kumar, Shardul Bhardwaj,
Kani Kusruti, and Pramod
Pathak, will start streaming
from 7th November on Sony
LIV,

Puneet

Meghan Markle, Prince
Harry step out to watch
Dodgers' World Series game

Los Angeles

tar couple Prince

Harry and Meghan

Markle recently

stepped out for a
date night at Game 4 of the
World Series between the
Los Angeles Dodgers and
Toronto Blue Jays.

‘The superstar couple, who
was regularly seen on TV as
they enjoyed the action from
the front-row of Dodger sta-
dium on Tuesday, wore
Dodgers merch for the
big game, as per Page
Six.

Markle and Har-
ry were seen
dressed in casusal
outfits, consisting
of blue Dodgers
caps, white shirts
and blue over-layers.

Before the game, MLB
shared a clip showing the
duo smiling and greeting
fans as they arrived at the
stadium.

Prince Harry and Meghan
tied the knot on May 19,
2018, at St George's Chapel

)

superstar cou-

ple, who was regu-
larly seen on TV as they
enjoyed the action from
the front-row of Dodger
stadium on Tuesday,
wore Dodgers merch
for the big game, as

per Page Six.

Windsor.
Earlier this year, the two
celebrated their seventh
wedding anniversary.
Marking the special occa-
sion, she wrote,"Seven years

of marriage. A lifetime of
stories. Thanks to all of you
(whether by our side, or
from afar) who have loved
and supported us through-
out our love story - we ap-
preciate you. Happy an-
niversary," she posted.
Meghan also uploaded a
photo of a bulletin board
filled with adorable mo-
ments -- avisual timeline of
her and Harry's love story,
from their early courtship to

-
N

their life in California to-
day, including a never-be-
fore-seen Christmas snap-
shot of Prince Archie, 6, and
Princess Lilibet, 3.

One of the images cap-
tured Prince Archie planting
a kiss on Princess Lilibet's
forehead as the siblings
stood in front of a festively
decorated Christmas tree,
surrounded by wrapped
presents and stockings hung
on the mantle behind them.

Renee Rapp postpones
third tour date
due to health issues

Los Angeles

enee Rapp, who
is recovering from
her illness, has
ad to postpone

another tour date.
Although The Sex Lives
of College Girls alum i
Iy assured fans that her Char-
lotte stop on the Bite Me
Tour would go ahead as
planned, Rapp later an-
nounced that the show has
been rescheduled to No-
vember 7, as per Deadline.
“As of right now, I still
don't have a voice. I'm re-
covering slowly but still not
ina place where I amable to
perform safely tomorrow
night at my hometown show-
1am so sorry and hearthro-
ken that Thave to postpone,”
read a statement from Rapp
posted on her Instagram Sto-

ries.

Rapp assured her fans that

Paul Rudd, Nick Jonas' 'Power
Ballad' to be released iJne 2026

Los Angeles
aul Rudd and Nick
Jonas-starrer 'Pow-
erBallad'is all set to
be released next
year in June.

Lionsgate has dated the
John Carney directorial for
June 5, 2026, as per Dead-
line.

In the movie, co-written by
Carney and Peter McDonald,
Rick (Rudd), a past-his-
prime wedding singer, meets
fading boy-band star Danny
(Jonas) during a gig. The
two bond over music and a

late-night jam session. But
when Danny turns one of
Rick's songs into the hit that

reignites his career, Rick sets
out toreclaim the recognition
he believes he deserves -

>

even if it means risking
everything he cares about.
‘Power Ballad' is touted as

Pulkit Samrat sends romantic
birthday wishes to wife Kriti Kharbanda

Mumbai
ctor Pulkit Sam-
rat has shared a
love-filled birth-
ay post for his
wife, actress Kriti Khar-
banda.

Taking to his Instagram
handle, Pulkit dropped a
carousel of pictures fea-
turing romantic candid
snaps with Kriti from what

appeared to be a beachy
vacation. "Somewhere be-
tween the salt on our skin
and the sunset in your
eyes, I found my forever!
Happy birthday.. favourite
view!" the actor wrote in
the post.

In the pictures, the cou-
ple could be seen relaxing
on the sand, adorably
glancing at each other with

a radiant smile on their
faces. While Kriti looked
beautiful in a red beach-
wear, Pulkit also chose a
casual white vest-look for
the outing.

Fans quickly took to the
comment section and ex-
tended birthday wishes to
Kriti.

It is worth mentioning
that Pulkit Samrat and

beinga feel-good story about
music, self-respect, friend-
ship, and the price of ambi-
tion,

Anthony Bregman, John
Carney, Peter Cron, Rebecca
O'Flanagan and Robert Wal-
pole serve the roles of pro-
ducers.

Power Ballad will open up
against Amazon MGM Stu-
dios' Masters of the Universe
from filmmaker Travis
Knight, as well as Warner
Bros and Legendary's hy-
brid live-action animated ti-
tle, Animal Friends.

Kriti Kharbanda celebrat-
ed their first wedding an-
niversary this year in
March. In a heartwarming
post, Kriti shared a video
featuring unseen glimpses
from their wedding fes-
tivities and wrote, "Our
wedding was emo, but life
since then has been noth-
ing short of a party! Hap-
py 1to Us!”

"all original tickets will be
valid for the new date,”
adding, "Again 1 want to
stress that Tknow the time ef-
fort and preparation attend-
ing a show takes. I promise
you it doesn't gounnoticed or
unseen.”

"I'm taking this time to
recover and then next week
forthese rescheduled shows
1 will give you the best ver-
sion of me," she said. "The
best version of this show
that | love so much. The
show you deserve to see. 1
love y'all and I'm gonna see
you, ATL and Tampa next
week. Thank you for all of
yourthoughts and well-wish-
es.

Earlier this week, Rapp
announced she was post-
poning her shows in Atlanta
and Tampa for November 4
and 5, respectively, due to ill-
ness,

Calum Scott to
perform in
Gurugram in
January 2026

New Delhi

nglish singer

Calum Scott is all

set to pay a visit to

India for a gig in
Gurugram on January 23,
at Huda Gymkhana.
ted about the forth-
coming show, Calum Scott
in a press note said, "India
has always held a truly spe-
cial place in my heart. The
love, warmth and incredible
energy I felt from fans dur-
ing my last visit was unfor-
gettable and I'm beyond ex-
cited to be returning with
The Avenoir Tour. This
show promises to be an
evening filled with music,
emotion and genuine con-
nection. I cannot wait to
share those moments with
all of you once again.”

Naman Pugalia, Chief
Business Officer - Live
Events, BookMyShow,
added, "Calum's perform-
ance as the opening act for
Ed Sheeran's Mumbai con-
cert in 2024 was mes-
merising, leaving the audi-
ence completely enthralled.
Watching Calum Scott's
evolution into one of the
defining voices of our gen-
eration has been truly in-
spiring. With this India leg,
we are excited to continue
being part of his journey
and proud to create an even
bigger stage for his music,
offering fans across the
country the chance to ex-
perience his artistry first-
hand."

Produced and promoted
by BookMyShow Live, the
tickets for Calum Scott's
"The Avenoir Tour" in Gu-
rugram will go liveat 12 pm
on October 30.

Ajay Devgn, Yo Yo
Honey Singh reunite
for 'Jhoom Sharaabi'

JHOOM
SHARAABY

SONG OUT NOW

ers of Ajay
Devgn and Rakul
Preet Singh starrer
'De De Pyaar De 2'
have dropped the second
song from the film, and it
promises a "wedding an-
them for uncles”.

With a perfect blend of
desi
groove, 'Jhoom Sharaabi’
brings Yo Yo Honey Singh
signature rap that has
cranked up the energy level,
further setting a mood that
will instantly pull everyone
to the floor.

Ajay Devgn and Honey
Singh's infectious chemistry
has been rekindled, bringing

vag and retro cool

s

a full-blown celebration
twist. Rakul Preet Singh also
makes a stunning appear-
ance in the music video.

With Honey Singh taking
over the song's music and
rap credits, it has been cho-
reographed by Ganesh
Acharya. Talking about the
song, Honey Singh shared,
"Jhoom Sharaabi sets the
mood the moment it drops!
1 wanted a track that pulls
everyone to the floor, from
the cool uncles to the crazy
cousins. Working with Ajay
sir again was pure fun,
with energy and
sti. This one's made for
every shaadi where the OGs
lead the party!"




