
New Delhi: 

The Election Com-
mission is likely 
to roll out the first 

of pan-India Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) 
of voters’ list next week 
beginning with “10 to 15 
states”, including those 
going to polls next year, 
officials said Saturday.

Assam, Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry, Kerala 
and West Bengal will to 
polls in 2026 and they 
are amongst the states 
where the voters’ list 
cleanup exercise will be-
gin first.

The poll authority is 
likely to announce the 
first phase of SIR middle 
of next week, in which as 
many as “10 to 15 states” 
would be included, offi-
cials said.

The EC will not hold 
the electoral roll cleanup 
exercise in states where 
local body elections are 
taking place or are due, 
as the grassroots poll 
machinery is busy with 
it and may not be able to 
focus on SIR, they said

The SIR in such states 
will be held in later phas-
es. The voters’ list clean-
up exercise has conclud-
ed in Bihar where the 
final list with nearly 7.42 
crore names was pub-
lished on September 30.

Biahr will go to polls 
in two phases, on No-
vember 6 and November 
11, and the counting will 
take place on November 
14.

The Commission has 
already held two con-
ferences with state chief 
electoral officers (CEOs) 
to firm up the SIR roll-
out roadmap.

Several CEOs have al-
ready put the voter lists 
published after their last 
SIR o their websites.

The website of the Del-
hi CEO has the 2008 vot-
er list when the last inten-
sive revision took place in 
the national capital.

In Uttarakhand, the last 
SIR took place in 2006, 
and that year’s electoral 
roll is now on the state 
CEO website.
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Khagaria/ Nalanda: 

Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah 
on Saturday said 

the assembly elections 
will decide whether the 
‘jungle raj’ will return 
to Bihar or the state re-
mains on the path of de-
velopment.

Addressing back-to-
back election rallies in 
Bihar, he slammed the 
INDIA bloc for opposing 
the special intensive re-
vision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls, and asserted that 
every infiltrator would 
be detected, deleted 
from the voters’ list and 
deported to their coun-
tries.

“Rahul ‘baba’ says 
that let the infiltrators 
stay in Bihar. You tell 
me, should we let the 
infiltrators stay here? I 
want to clearly tell Ra-
hul ‘baba’ that no matter 
how many rallies you 
hold to save infiltrators, 
he can not protect them,” 
Shah told the gather-
ing, dubbing the ‘Voter 
Adhikari Yatra’ as ‘ghus-
petiya bachao yatra’.

His allusion was to the 
Leader of the Opposition 

in the Lok Sabha, Rahul 
Gandhi.

Asserting that the NDA 
will return to power in 
Bihar, Shah said, “Our 
government will hand-
pick and throw out every 
single infiltrator from 
the country... They will 
be detected and deport-
ed to their countries.”

He also said this elec-
toral battle is “not about 
making someone a legis-
lator, minister, or chief 
minister”.

“This election will de-
cide whether ‘jungle raj’ 
will return to Bihar or 
the state remains on the 
path of development. If 
the government of La-
lu-Rabri is formed, only 
‘jungle raj’ will come, 
and if the NDA comes 
to power, a developed 
Bihar will make its mark 
in the entire country,” 
Shah said.

He said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi re-
stored Nalanda Univer-

sity’s lost glory, and now 
even “100 Bakhtiyar 
Khaljis” can’t destroy 
the centre of learning.

He said it is because of 
the NDA’s good govern-
ance that elections are 
taking place in the state 
this time in two phases, 
while during Lalu Pras-
ad’s regime, polls were 
happening in six phases.

“Next time, elections 
in Bihar will be held in 
a single phase...vote for 
the NDA only,” he ap-

pealed to the voters.
Shah alleged that the 

opposition grand alli-
ance has two identities 

-- “corruption and nepo-
tism”.

He accused RJD su-
premo Lalu Prasad of 
concentrating only on 
the prosperity of his 
family.

“Nitish babu wants 
overall development 
of the state, while Lalu 
Prasad wants to make 
his son the chief minis-
ter, and Sonia Gandhi 
wants to make her son 
the prime minister.

“Therefore, only PM 
Modi and CM Nitish 
Kumar can care for the 
sons and daughters of 
Bihar. There is not a sin-
gle charge of corruption 
against PM Modi and 
CM Nitish. Whereas Lalu 
Prasad has committed 
countless irregularities, 
from the fodder scam to 
the Bihar PSC scam, and 
so on,” Shah said.

During Prasad’s rule, 
murder, robbery, extor-
tion, and kidnapping 
were an everyday affair, 
he alleged. 
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nShah hinted that elections in Bihar could be held in a single phase if the BJP-led National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) returns to power in Bihar.

EC to begin pan-India SIR 
next week in ‘10-15 states’RJD turned Bihar into hub of

kidnapping, extortion: Amit Shah

Russian missile and 
drone attacks kill 4 in 

Ukraine

Virat Kohli overtakes 
Sangakkara to become 

2nd-highest ODI run-getter

Nimrat Kaur pays tribute
 to father Major
 Bhupender Singh

New Delhi: 

Three out of four 
households in 
Delhi-NCR are 

already experiencing 
the ill-effects of toxic 
air, with common com-
plaints ranging from 
sore throat and cough 
to burning eyes, head-
aches and disturbed 
sleep, according to an 
online survey by citizen 
engagement platform 
LocalCircles.

An analysis of CPCB 
data showed that 
post-Diwali, PM 2.5 lev-
els have touched 488 
micrograms per cubic 
metre, the highest in 
five years and over three 
times the pre-festival 
level of 156.6 micro-
grams per cubic metre. 
Pollution levels peaked 
during Diwali night on 
October 20 and the early 
next morning.

The survey, based on 
over 44,000 responses 
from residents across 

Delhi, Gurugram, Noida, 
Faridabad, and Ghazia-
bad, found that 42 per 
cent of the households 
reported that one or 
more members were suf-
fering from sore throat or 
cough, while 25 per cent 
said family members had 
burning eyes, headaches 
or difficulty sleeping.

About 17 per cent of 
respondents reported 
breathing difficulties or 
aggravated asthma.

LocalCircles said 44 
per cent of households 

were trying to minimise 
outdoor exposure and 
increase intake of immu-
nity-boosting foods and 
drinks to cope with poor 
air quality. Nearly one-
third of respondents said 
they had consulted or 
planned to consult doc-
tors for pollution-related 
ailments.

Despite a 77.5 per cent 
reduction in stubble 
burning events in Pun-
jab and Haryana due to 
floods and delayed har-
vests, Delhi’s air quality 

has remained poor with 
the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) crossing 400 in 
several areas -- about 
24 times higher than the 
World Health Organiza-
tion’s recommended lev-
el for PM2.5 exposure.

LocalCircles said the 
findings highlight that 
residents are “already 
feeling the impact of toxic 
air” and called for strict 
enforcement of anti-pol-
lution measures under 
the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP), includ-
ing deployment of smog 
guns and night-time 
sweeping to reduce dust.

According to Central 
Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) data, Delhi’s 
overall AQI on Saturday 
morning stood in the 

“poor” category at 261, 
down from 290 a day 
earlier. However, Anand 
Vihar recorded a “severe” 
AQI of 415, the highest 
among all monitoring 
stations. Agency

Burning eyes and sleepless 
nights in Smog-Hit NCR: Study

Indore: 

Cricket Australia re-
leased a statement 
to confirm that two 

members of the Austral-
ian women’s team were 
allegedly “approached 
and touched inappropri-
ately by a motorcyclist” 
on Thursday.
The Australian team is 
currently in Indore for 
the ongoing Women’s 
World Cup. On Thurs-
day morning, two Aus-
tralian women’s cricket-
ers left their team hotel 
and headed to a cafe.
It was during this period 
that the two Australian 
cricketers were alleg-
edly “inappropriately 
touched”. The Australi-
an team’s management 
security complained 
about the “inappropri-
ate behaviour” faced by 

the two players, and an 
FIR was subsequently 
registered.

“CA can confirm two 
members of the Austral-
ian Women’s team were 
approached and touched 
inappropriately by a mo-
torcyclist while walking 
to a cafe in Indore. The 
matter was reported by 
team security to police, 
who are handling the 
matter,” CA said in a 

statement as quoted by 
Fox Sports Australia.
Earlier, the Board of 
Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) Secretary 
Devajit Saikia expressed 
his displeasure about 
the entire incident and 
praised the State Police 
for its swift action, and 
said “Very unfortunate 
incident, and this type 
of incident brings dis-
repute. I appreciate the 

State police for their 
prompt action to nab the 
culprit. Let the law take 
its course to punish the 
culprit.”
Meanwhile, Indore’s 
Additional Deputy 
Commissioner of Po-
lice (Addl DCP, Crime 
Branch), Rajesh Dan-
dotiyan, confirmed that 
the accused, Aqueel, was 
identified and arrested 
following an Intensive 
Strategic Operation.

“The Security officers of 

the women’s Australi-
an Cricket Team filed 
a complaint that two 
members of the team 
faced inappropriate be-
haviour. An FIR was 
registered, and the ac-
cused was identified and 
arrested following an In-
tensive Strategic Opera-
tion. The accused Aqueel 
is a resident of Azadna-
gar,” he said.

“He has been charged 
under sections 74 and 
78 of the BNS. The inci-
dent occurred around 11 
am on October 23, when 
members of the wom-
en’s Australian Cricket 
Team were walking to-
wards a cafe from their 
hotel. We are examining 
if there were any short-
falls in the security pro-
tocols,” he added.
Agency

Aligarh: 

Tensions prevailed 
in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Aligarh on Satur-

day after “I love Mu-
hammad” graffiti was 
found on the walls of five 
temples in Bhagwanpur 
and Bulaqigarh villages, 
prompting heavy police 
deployment.

Senior police officials 
rushed to the spot with 
forensic experts and 
CCTV footage from the 
surrounding areas was 
examined to identify the 
culprits, police said.

A case has been reg-
istered against eight in-
dividuals, Mustaqeem, 
Gul Mohammad, Su-
laiman, Sonu, Allah-

baksh, Hameed and 
Yousuf, the police said.

 “We are taking this in-
cident very seriously and 
investigating all aspects 
thoroughly. No guilty 
person will be spared,” 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Neeraj 
Kumar said.

The police are also 
investigating a possi-

ble land dispute angle 
linked to the case, he 
added.

Meanwhile, All-India 
Vice President of the 
Karni Sena, Gyanendra 
Singh Chauhan, who 
lodged the police com-
plaint in the matter, ac-
cused the local police of 
negligence.

Agemcy

Two Australian Women’s World Cup cricketers ‘stalked’, ‘molested’ Tension in Aligarh over ‘I love 
Muhammad’ graffiti in templesnMadhya Pradesh Crick-

et Association (MPCA) 
issues statement, ex-
tends apology to play-
ers and appreciates 
swift action by local 
police in the matter

HIGHLIGHT

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath calls on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at Prime Minister’s residence in New Delhi on Saturday.
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Punjab govt begins 350th 
Martyrdom Observance with Ardas

Human activity primary cause 
of ecological imbalance: Om Birla

Ajeet Kumar
Noida: 

Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath 

on Saturday inspected 
the Noida Internation-
al Airport in Jewar, re-
viewing the progress of 
the domestic terminal, 
inauguration venue, se-
curity arrangements, 
traffic management, and 
ongoing construction 
works.

Following the inspec-
tion, the chief minister 
chaired a high-level 
review meeting in the 
airport boardroom with 
senior officials from 
the district and police 
administration, Noida 
International Airport 
Limited (NIAL), and 
the airport construction 
agency.

A presentation was 
made on project pro-
gress, upcoming action 
plans, and preparations 
for the inauguration.

Noting that the Noi-
da International Air-

port will serve as a sym-
bol of Uttar Pradesh’s 
development, he em-
phasised that quality, 
timeliness, and coordi-
nation must remain top 
priorities in all construc-
tion activities.

The chief minister di-
rected that every task be 
completed within the 
stipulated timeframe, 
maintaining the highest 
standards, and warned 
against any form of laxity 

in inauguration prepara-
tions.

He also stressed the im-
portance of beautification, 
cleanliness, and passen-
ger amenities across the 
airport complex and sur-
rounding areas.

Additionally, Adit-
yanath called for a con-
crete, coordinated plan 
for security and traffic 
management, along with 
the timely completion 
of connecting roads and 

metro projects, the UP 
government said in a 
statement.

Christoph Schnell-
mann, CEO of Yamuna 
International Airport 
Private Limited, apprised 
the chief minister of de-
velopments related to civ-
il aviation, security, the 
explosives squad, control 
units, substations, and in-
frastructure. Adityanath 
reviewed all technical, 
security, and adminis-

trative aspects of the air-
port’s operations and is-
sued necessary directives.

Chief Operating Of-
ficer Kiran Jain provided 
detailed information on 
permit issuance, pas-
senger security, runway 
testing, and CISF deploy-
ment. The chief minis-
ter instructed that the 
airport’s security system 
be comprehensive and 
foolproof, cautioning that 
negligence would not be 
tolerated.

He also reviewed pro-
gress on road connectiv-
ity, cargo transport links, 
the fire station, water 
treatment plant, drainage 
systems, and parking fa-
cilities.

NIAL CEO Rakesh Ku-
mar Singh and Nodal Of-

ficer Shailendra Bha-
tia briefed Adityanath 
on connectivity and in-
frastructure readiness.

The chief minister in-
structed that all prepa-
rations be completed 
on time to ensure a safe, 
smooth, and convenient 
passenger experience, 
with regular monitoring 
of progress and strict ad-
herence to quality stand-
ards.

Additionally, Yogi Adit-
yanath reviewed prepa-
rations for the upcoming 
public meeting and rally.

He directed officials to 
ensure proper land level-
ling, cleanliness, lighting, 
drinking water, toilets, 
and police security, en-
suring full convenience 
for attendees.

Adityanath also em-
phasised smooth traf-
fic and parking man-
agement, adding that 
high-level security, light-
ing, and cleanliness must 
be maintained through-
out the area, the state-
ment said.

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh: 

The Punjab Government 
led by Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Singh Mann 
began a series of events 
on Saturday to com-
memorate the 350th 
martyrdom day of Sri 
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sa-
hib Ji, the ninth Sikh 
Guru revered as “Hind 
Di Chadar.” Senior Cab-
inet Ministers offered 
Ardas at Gurudwara 
Sis Ganj Sahib in Del-
hi, seeking blessings to 
mark the beginning of 
these historic celebra-
tions.

The Ministers, includ-
ing Aman Arora, Harjot 
Singh Bains, Harbhajan 
Singh ETO, Tarunpreet 
Singh Sondh, Gur-
meet Singh Khudian, 
Barinder Kumar Goyal, 
Hardeep Singh Mundi-
an, and Dr. Balbir Sin-
gh, along with Lok Sab-
ha MP Dr. Raj Kumar 
Chabbewal, Rajya Sabha 
MP Vikramjeet Singh 
Sahni, MLA Kuldeep 
Singh Dhaliwal, and Ad-
visor for Tourism and 
Cultural Affairs Deepak 
Bali, joined devotees in 
offering prayers. Walk-
ing barefoot from the 
Red Fort to the shrine, 

they paid homage at 
the sacred martyrdom 
sites of Bhai Mati Das 
Ji, Bhai Sati Das Ji, and 
Bhai Dayala Ji, who sac-
rificed their lives along-
side Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Sahib Ji.

The Ministers urged 
people to follow Guru 
Sahib’s eternal message 
of love, peace, religious 
tolerance, and unity. 
They said the commem-
oration aims to remind 
the world of the Guru’s 
supreme sacrifice for 
humanity and religious 
freedom. “Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Sahib laid 
down his life in Delhi 
to protect human rights 
and the right to practice 
one’s faith — a sacrifice 
unmatched in world his-
tory,” they said, adding 
that the Guru’s teach-
ings remain a guiding 
light for humanity.

Announcing details 
of the state’s plans, the 
Ministers said the com-
memorations will con-
tinue till November 25 
at Sri Anandpur Sahib. 
From November 1 to 18, 
Light and Sound Shows 
depicting the Guru’s life 
and teachings will be 
held in every district of 
Punjab.

Shiv Kumar
Chandigarh: 

Haryana Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini reaf-
firmed the government’s 
commitment to pur-
chasing every grain of 
farmers’ produce, assur-
ing that both the Central 
and State Governments 
are working tirelessly to 
safeguard farmers’ in-
terests under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Chairing a high-level 
review meeting at the 
Civil Secretariat, the 
Chief Minister took stock 
of the ongoing paddy 
and bajra procurement 
process across the state. 
Senior officials from all 
relevant departments 
attended the meeting 
in person, while Depu-
ty Commissioners and 
Superintendents of Po-
lice joined online. The 
meeting focused on en-
suring transparency in 
procurement, review-
ing mandi conditions, 
addressing farmers’ 
complaints, and mon-
itoring the e-procure-
ment system.

“The State Govern-
ment will not compro-
mise on the interests of 
farmers,” CM Saini said, 

issuing firm instructions 
against any malpractice 
in procurement oper-
ations. He directed of-
ficials to register FIRs 
against those found 
guilty of irregularities 
in e-procurement portal 
entries and H-Register 
auctions, particularly in 
the New Grain Mandi, 
Kanina, and Grain Man-
di, Kosli, where some 
employees have already 
been suspended.

Emphasizing strict ac-
countability, the Chief 
Minister warned that 
individuals or groups 
attempting to defraud 
the system under the 
guise of procurement 
would face decisive 
action. “We are deter-
mined to protect farm-
ers’ earnings and en-

sure that every grain of 
their crop is purchased,” 
he stated.

Officials reported that 
paddy procurement, 
which began on October 
22, has been progressing 
smoothly in most man-
dis. So far, 2.66 lakh 
farmers have sold about 
52.18 lakh metric tons 
of paddy, with payments 
totaling Rs 10,204.98 
crore already trans-
ferred directly to their 
accounts. Bajra procure-
ment has also advanced, 
with 291.10 metric tons 
purchased by state agen-
cies and 3.99 lakh metric 
tons by private traders.

The Chief Minister 
took note of complaints 
regarding paddy enter-
ing Haryana from other 
states and irregularities 

in gate pass scanning. 
He ordered physical 
verification of rice mills 
in Ambala, Yamunan-
agar, Kurukshetra, and 
Kaithal, where paddy 
has been allocated for 
milling. “Gate passes 
must only be scanned 
within the designated 
mandi area,” he said, 
directing that any mis-
use should be met with 
disciplinary action and 
FIRs.

To prevent illegal 
cross-border paddy 
movement, CM Saini in-
structed border districts 
to strengthen police 
checkpoints. He also or-
dered that technical staff 
be deployed in all man-
dis to ensure smooth 
gate pass scanning and 
verification.

New Delhi:
Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla on Saturday said 
human activities have 
been the primary cause 
of ecological imbalance 
and recalled that nature 
began to heal itself dur-
ing the lockdown that 
was triggered by COV-
ID-19.

Delivering a lecture on 
‘Environment: Crisis and 
Solution’, he said India 
must come together as 
a nation with renewed 
determination to protect 
and preserve the envi-
ronment for future gen-
erations.

Each citizen has a 
responsibility to en-
sure that progress and 
sustainability go hand 
in hand. Collective 
awareness and respon-
sible living are essential 
to building a cleaner, 
greener and healthier 
India, he added.

Highlighting the im-
portance of environ-
mental conservation, 
Birla said human activi-
ties have been the prin-
cipal cause of ecological 
imbalance.

Referring to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the 

Speaker recalled that 
when human activity 
paused, nature began 
to heal itself. Rivers be-
came cleaner, air quality 
improved and wildlife 
flourished ”-- a powerful 
reminder of the need for 
sustainable living.

Indians have always 
cherished nature and 
regarded it with deep 
reverence, where respect 
for the environment is 
not merely a belief but 
an integral part of life.

He observed that In-
dian traditions, scrip-
tures and folklore have 
consistently emphasised 
harmony between hu-
mans and nature.

From an early age, Bir-
la said, children in India 
are taught to live in tune 
with natural elements, 
reflecting the endur-
ing cultural and moral 
connection between en-
vironmental conscious-
ness and the Indian way 
of life.

Adityanath conducts site inspection 
of  Noida International Airport

A presentation was 
made on project pro-
gress, upcoming action 
plans, and prepara-
tions for the inaugura-
tion.

Haryana Govt to buy every grain, says CM Saini

Kartik Purnima Fair Preparations 
Complete in Garhmukteshwar

Avnish Tyagi
Hapur: 

Preparations for India’s 
largest traditional fair, 
held annually on the 
banks of the Ganga in 
Garhmukteshwar, have 
been completed. Ahead 
of the Kartik Purnima 
Ganga Fair, which begins 
today and will continue 
till November 6, senior 
police officials conducted 
a comprehensive review 
of arrangements to ensure 
safety and smooth man-
agement for the lakhs of 
devotees expected to ar-
rive.

On Saturday, Additional 
Director General (Meerut 
Zone) Bhanu Bhaskar and 
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral Kalanidhi Naithani 
chaired a detailed meeting 

with officials at the tem-
porary police line audito-
rium in Khadar, located 
within the fair premises. 
The meeting focused on 
security, crowd manage-
ment, and traffic control 
measures.

The ADG informed 
that 25 temporary police 
stations have been estab-
lished at the fairground, 
with the entire area di-
vided into 14 zones and 
32 sectors for better coor-
dination. Personnel from 
the Provincial Armed 
Constabulary (PAC), Rap-
id Response Force (RRF), 
State Disaster Response 
Force (SDRF), National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF), fire department, 
and communication units 
have been deployed to 

manage the event effec-
tively.

To handle the expected 
rise in visitors this year—
many arriving by tractors, 
carts, two-wheelers, and 
four-wheelers—special 
traffic arrangements have 
been made. Traffic police 
from several districts have 
been stationed to main-
tain a steady flow and 
prevent congestion on 
approach routes to Gar-
hmukteshwar.

The ADG also highlight-
ed the efforts being made 
under Mission Shakti 
5.0, led by Hapur District 
Magistrate Abhishek Pan-
dey and Superintendent of 
Police Kunwar Gyananjay 
Singh, to ensure a safe 
and inclusive environ-
ment for women and 
families visiting the fair. 
Hoardings have been in-
stalled at key locations to 
promote public aware-
ness on safety and civic 
responsibility.

TSN/New Delhi:
Cabinet Secretary Dr. T. 
V. Somanathan chaired 
a meeting of the Nation-
al Crisis Management 
Committee (NCMC) on 
Saturday to assess the 
preparedness of central 
and state agencies for 
the impending cyclone 
brewing in the Bay of 
Bengal.

The India Meteor-
ological Department 
(IMD) informed the 
Committee that the de-
pression over the south-
east Bay of Bengal has 
been moving westwards 
at a speed of 7 kmph 
over the past six hours. 
As of 11:30 a.m., it was 
centred about 950 km 
east-southeast of Chen-
nai, 960 km southeast 
of Visakhapatnam, 970 
km southeast of Kak-
inada, and 1,030 km 
south-southeast of Go-
palpur. The system is 
expected to intensify 
into a deep depression 
by October 26 and de-
velop into a cyclonic 
storm by the morning 
of October 27. It is like-
ly to strengthen further 
into a severe cyclonic 
storm by October 28 
and cross the Andhra 
Pradesh coast between 
Machilipatnam and Ka-
lingapatnam, near Kak-
inada, on the evening or 
night of the 28th with 
wind speeds reaching 
90–100 kmph, gusting 
up to 110 kmph.

Chief Secretaries of 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, and Pudu-
cherry, along with the 
Additional Chief Secre-
tary of Odisha, briefed 
the Committee on the 
measures taken to pro-
tect people in vulnera-
ble areas. They reported 
that shelters and evacu-
ation arrangements are 
in place, district control 
rooms have been activat-
ed, and NDRF and SDRF 
teams are on standby. 
Fishermen have been ad-
vised not to venture into 
the sea from October 26 
to 29, and those already 
at sea have been urged to 
return to shore.

Cabinet Secretary 
reviews 
preparedness for 
impending Bay of 
Bengal Cyclone

CONTD FROM PAGE-1
“Under the RJD’s rule, 
industries fled from the 
state, and they turned 
Bihar into a backward 
state. Under the lead-
ership of Nitish babu, 
the NDA freed Bihar 
from ‘jungle raj’, end-
ed dynastic politics and 
the biggest thing is that 
we worked to free Bihar 
from Naxalism,” Shah 
claimed.

He extended greet-
ings to people on the 
occasion of Chhath 
Puja.

“Today, the great fes-
tival of Chhath has be-
gun. I want to extend 
my heartfelt wishes for 
the ‘Chhath Mahaparv’ 
to all the people of Bi-
har and pray to ‘Chhath 
Maiya’ that our Bihar 
remains forever free 
from ‘jungle raj’, that 
law and order remains 
strong, our sisters and 
daughters remain safe, 
and that Bihar pro-
gresses to become a de-
veloped state,” the BJP 
leader said.

Shah said the NDA’s 
policy is quite clear.

“There should be 
schools and colleges 
with all infrastructural 
facilities, medicines on 
time, irrigation facil-
ities for farmers, and 
water supply in every 
home. Bihar will now 
move forward on these 
principles,” he said.

The NDA government 
recently credited Rs 
10,000 each to the bank 
accounts of 1 crore 
women associated with 
the ‘Jeevika’ scheme, 
he said.

“The widow pension 
and the elderly pension 
have been increased 
from Rs 400 to Rs 
1,100. The honorarium 
for ASHA sisters has 
been set at Rs 3,000 
per month. The Nit-
ish Kumar government 
has done many works 
for the development of 
Bihar. Now, the dream 
of the metro in Patna is 
becoming a reality,” he 
said.

Shah claimed that the 
prime minister brought 
the country’s economy 
from the 11th position 
to the fourth place in 
the world, and before 
2027, the country will 
rise to the third place.

“In addition, PM 
Modi has also worked 
to secure the coun-
try. Under the Modi 
government, we killed 
terrorists by entering 
their safe hideouts,” 
he said.

RJD turned 
Bihar into hub 
of  kidnapping, 
extortion: 
Amit Shah

Om Birla says human actions driving ecological imbalance

ADG Bhanu Bhaskar 
reviews security and 
management arrange-
ments for India’s larg-
est traditional fair on 
the Ganga banks

New Delhi: 
The government has 
planned a series of initi-
atives to shield the con-
ventional media from 
the disruptions expected 
due to rapid digitisation 
in the sector.

Union Information 
and Broadcasting Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw 
on Saturday said the 
government plans to 
remove the regulatory 
overhang in the radio 
industry and Television 
Rating Point (TRP) re-
forms.

“The government is 
working to remove regu-
latory barriers wherever 
they exist,” the minister 
said in an informal in-
teraction with reporters 
here.

Vaishnaw said the 
ministry is exploring 
ways to improve the tel-
evision rating system to 
ensure fair revenue to 
television channels from 
government advertise-
ments.

“Television Rating 
Point (TRP) guidelines 
are being formulated. 
The first round of con-
sultation is complete, 
feedback has been re-
ceived, and a second 
consultation paper will 
be published soon,” the 
minister said.

The government is 
also considering in-
creasing the advertise-
ment rates for print and 
television media.

Govt working
to shield
conventional 
media amid 
rapid digitisation: 
Vaishnaw

CONTD FROM PAGE-1
The last SIR in states 
will serve as the cut-off 
date, just as the 2003 
voter list of Bihar was 
used by the EC for inten-
sive revision.

Most states had the 
last SIR of the voter list 
between 2002 and 2004.

Most have nearly com-
pleted the mapping of 
current electors with the 
voters according to the 
last SIR held in their re-
spective states or Union 
territories.

The primary aim of 
the SIR is to weed out 
foreign illegal migrants 
by checking their place 
of birth.

The move assumes 
significance in the wake 
of a crackdown in vari-
ous states on illegal mi-
grants, including from 
Bangladesh and Myan-
mar.

EC to begin 
pan-India 
SIR next 
week in 
‘10-15 states’





By Ajay Kumar

“When the State Starts to Intrude on Private Lives: The Broader Message of Assam’s New Laws”

Research Scholar in Political Science,
Poet, freelance journalist and columnist

By Priyanka Saurabh

Commentator & Journalist)

TOP STORY, Delhi, Sunday 28, August 2025TOP STORY, Delhi, Sunday 26, October 2025

Bihar - India’s Blackhole ? 
In the throes of a decisive election, Bihar today 

present a picture akin to one it had faced, 25 years 
ago - a prospect of ‘hung assembly’. The coun-

try was then led by NDA, under former PM Vajpay-
ee. The then Dy PM, L K Advani, along with Samata 
party chief and veteran socialist, George Fernandes, 
helped install Nitish Kumar, as the Chief Minister of 
Bihar in March 2000. The numbers in the then, un-
divided Bihar assembly consisting of 343 seats, didn’t 
really favour Nitish Kumar. Lallu Yadav led coalition 
had drummed up a support of 159 MLAs, including 
23 Congress MLAs. With 8 MLAs less, Nitish Kumar 
could muster only 151 MLAs, yet he was projected as 
the man of the occasion. Even though the half way 
majority in Bihar assembly was 163, the governor had 
sworn, Nitish Kumar as the CM. Lallu had cried foul. 
But as luck would have it, even before, Nitish Kumar 
could face the floor test, Lallu Yadav had already sto-
len the match and Nitish had to resign. Bahubalis and 
mafia dons like Mohammad Shahbuddin had played 
a dominant role in maintaining the sham of Lallu Ya-
dav’s ‘social justice’ & ‘empowerment of the backward’ 
plank, afloat. Nitish Kumar had to demit CM’s office 
within less than one week of his atonement. Since 
1990, the Congress party has always played footsie 
to the Lallu clan. Just as we have seen over the past 
3-4 months, despite all hullabaloo over projection of 
Tejashwi Yadav as the CM face of Mahagathbandhan, 
Rahul Gandhi’s Congress has finally succumbed to 
the fate accompli. Back then, in the year 2000, be-
fore the floor test, the Sonia led Congress had also 
succumbed to Lallu’s playbook and played a minion’s 
role in securing another term for Lallu’s wife Rabri 
Devi as the CM of Bihar. To be fair, the credit of jun-
gle raj, unleashed by Lallu Yadav and his family over 
15 years (1990-2005), lied squarely with the Con-
gress. The deft withdrawal of Congress party as an ac-
tive player in Bihar politics between 1990 - 2000 and 
thereafter the active support extended to Lallu Yadav 
or his family, since 2000 has helped the dynastic Ya-
dav family weathered all political storms. The credit 
of making RJD the pole vault of Muslim-Yadav-Back-
ward politics in Bihar, actually goes wholeheartedly, 
to the central Congress leadership. 

Given the current waveless election scenario in 
Bihar, one is, but reminded, of the days, Bihar had 
suffered some 25 years ago. There exists an all-
round confusion, palpable from the various poll 
surveys, conducted over the past 2 weeks. Most 
predict a keenly fought contest, giving marginal 
gains to either of the alliances. Similar to 2020 
polls when NDA secured about 0.05% more votes 
over Mahagathbandhan, the voting preferences 
this time around also seem, too close to call. A vast 
majority of voters in Bihar are still, fence sitters. 
The migrant workforce, consisting of over several 
lakhs, may exert its influence on the residents who 
shall vote, but this flock of migrant voters may not 
stay back to cast their own votes. Approximately 
1.7 Cr women voters in the age bracket of 18 year 
to 45 years, appear to be the major voter swingers, 
within Bihar. They are the biggest beneficiaries of 
several government and opposition announced di-
rect benefit schemes. Most of them have been loyal 
supporters of Nitish & Modi over the past decade, 
but will they continue to be so, specially after so 
many lip-smacking allurements from Mahagath-
bandhan, is yet to be affirmed. Likewise, over 2 Cr 
voters in the youth category, between the age group 
of 18 year to 30 years, are undecided, this time 
around. With NDA promising 5 lakh jobs every 

which the Yadav clan heads for a full-fledged, pub-
lic spat. Undoubtedly Lallu Yadav is trying to do a 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, redux. Do recall, ‘Papa’ Mu-
layam Singh Yadav had settled son, Akhilesh Yadav 
as the repository of Yadav politics in UP. However 
when compared to Akhilesh, Tejashwi is a green 
horn, currently lacking Akhilesh’s vision, tact, dark 
humour and political astuteness. The Dy CM face, 
Mukesh Sahini, is a 8th fail, former bollywood set 
designer / contractor, who believes his 9% caste 
vote is guarantee enough for his political survival 
and continued relevance. Days of Left front domi-
nance is long over, despite some meritorious can-
didates, and as for the Congress, there is hardly a 
name that inspires confidence. 

Interestingly, Prashant Kishor of Jan Suraaj Par-
ty has generated a lot of curiosity, but will the tag 
of NDA’s B – Team, seems hard for him to evade.

Since the declaration of Tejashwi Yadav as the CM 
face for Mahagathbandhan, PM Modi has coined a 
new term to re-enforce the jungle raj formulation - 
‘Lathbandgan’. PM Modi and senior BJP leadership 
shall go out of the way to remind the Bihari elector-
ate about the curfew like moribund state of Bihar, 
under Lallu - Rabri tenure. Candidates like Osama 
Shahab, son of  Bahubali leader Shahabuddin, are 
being flagged as the poster boy of corrupt and don 
styled politics of RJD. Dalits are being reminded 
of their plight under Lallu-Rabri raj and the upper 
castes are being questioned on their tactic support 
to RJD & Congress in several assembly constitu-
encies. On the other hand, the NDA is quick to put 
under the carpet, candidates like Bahubali Anant 
Singh, who till today is referred as ‘Chhote Sarkar’ 
of Mokama. Or for that matter the abject degrada-
tion of law and order under JDU-BJP combine over 
the past 3-4 years. 

The billion dollar question hence remain, can Bi-
har reconcile these myriad contradictions ? To an 
unobserved mind, tracking the social media - its 
game on between both the alliances. But an astute 
observer, its actually no ones game. There are no 
precedents to fall back on - no projections to sus-
tain a analysed formulation - actually, it’s all up 
in the air. But what remain certain though – Bi-
har is set to witness tumultuous times in weeks to 
come. With the largest young workforce amongst 
all states, spreading in all directions seeking em-
ployment, sustainability and survival - Bihar, is 
just a few notches away from a mass eruption. The 
caste cauldron is about to break, at the seams. Dal-
its, Backwards and Muslims form more than 87% 
of Bihar’s population. Land is the only currency 
or ticket to empowerment in Bihar and more than 
45% of entire land bank is locked in the hands of 
less than 3% of the forward caste zamindars.  a 
gigantic economic power shift is knocking on the 
door. Industrialisation as a means of economic 
empowerment in Bihar has been ruled out by both 
the competing alliances. Therefore, it’s a matter 
of time, before Bihar presents a big challenge to 
national leadership, on account of its enormous 
population dividend, as a dynamic economic shift 
is waiting to take place. And given the current po-
litical disorientation amongst competing political 
outfits, its befitting to point out - is Bihar going to 
become India’s blackhole?

Opinion 4

Control or surveillance: The broader message of Assam’s new laws

In a diverse and multi-religious country like India, 
when a state formulates policies on matters of per-
sonal life, its impact is far from limited. The mar-

riage and population control laws proposed by Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma are sparking a 
similar national debate. The state government claims 
the measures are aimed at maintaining “social bal-
ance” and curbing “illegal population growth,” while 
critics argue they interfere with civil liberties and re-
ligious rights. This contradiction has become the ulti-
mate test of today’s politics and society.

Assam has long grappled with issues of migration, 
population inequality, and communal tension. As 
a border state, the issue of illegal immigrants from 
Bangladesh has always been a political issue. Against 
this backdrop, discussions about a population con-
trol law appear to be part of not just a social but also 
a political strategy. Chief Minister Sarma has stated 
that certain communities in the state have very high 
population growth rates, leading to social and eco-
nomic imbalances. According to him, such drastic 
measures are necessary to achieve educational and 
economic equality in the state.

But the question arises: is law the most appropri-
ate solution for population control? Such efforts have 
been made in India before—the forced sterilization 
campaign during the Emergency is a case in point. 
That experience demonstrated that population con-
trol cannot be achieved solely through law or pun-
ishment, but through education, health, and social 
awareness. If Assam’s proposed law moves toward 
regulating personal matters such as marriage age, 
polyandry, or religious conversion, it will raise ques-
tions about individual freedom and equal civil rights.

The Constitution grants citizens freedom of reli-
gion and lifestyle. Marriage and family are part of a 
person’s privacy. The “right to life and personal lib-
erty” under Article 21 also covers these matters. If a 
government begins to dictate who marries whom and 
how, or how many children a person should have, it 
blurs the boundaries between the state and the indi-
vidual. This is why many social activists are calling 
it a “surveillance policy,” not a “reformist measure.”

There’s already an ongoing debate in India about a 
Uniform Civil Code. This Assam law could further in-
tensify that debate. The government may argue that 
all citizens, regardless of their religion, should have 
the same rules. But this concept of equality is mean-
ingful only if it is voluntary and based on consulta-
tion, not fear and control. If policies are designed to 
target a single community, they will lead to division 

is already experiencing a crisis of trust—trust in insti-
tutions is waning, and dialogue is being replaced by 
accusations and counter-accusations. In such a situ-
ation, if policies further divide people, instability in a 
democratic society is bound to increase.

The global context of this topic is also interesting. 
China followed a “one-child policy” for decades, the 
adverse effects of which are now evident—an aging 
population, a shrinking workforce, and a gender im-
balance. China was later forced to reverse its policy. 
This example makes it clear that strict population 
control can be detrimental both socially and econom-
ically. Such a move is even more sensitive in a democ-
racy like India, where diversity is its greatest strength.

Therefore, governments need to focus not on con-
trol but on empowerment. The most effective meth-
ods of population control are education, health, em-
ployment, and equal opportunity. When citizens 
have choice and awareness, they naturally gravitate 
toward smaller and healthier families. This change 
comes from awareness, not law.

If Assam’s proposal is to be truly reformist, it must 
be detached from political slogans and integrated 
with practical plans. The goal of population policy 
should not be merely to reduce numbers, but to en-
hance the quality of life. The state must understand 
that discipline comes not from law, but from trust.

Ultimately, this debate will not be limited to Assam. 
It points to the path India can take—either toward 
a state of control, where governments dictate every 
aspect of citizens’ lives; or toward a society of aware-
ness, where citizens are responsible for their own 
decisions. Democracy is truly fulfilled when the state 
becomes the guide, not the master.

Assam’s initiative may stem from sincere concern, 
but its form and outcome must be carefully decided. 
In a sensitive democracy, every policy must be judged 
by its impact, not its slogan. The true test of popu-
lation control is whether it makes society more free, 
educated, and empowered—or traps it in a web of 
suspicion and control. India must choose a path that 
combines development with respect.

year, despite being in government for over 20 years 
and Mahagathbandhan promising 2.3 Cr jobs with-
in 20 months of assuming power – the youth are 
yet to firm up their options. Poverty data, under-
development data, backwardness index, economic 
collapse - all these taken together present a very 
dismal picture of Bihar. Actually, the data complex 
for Bihar is so muddled this time that most parties 
are unsure of even their own voters. Overarching 
these complexities is the caste alliance - which has 
blurred to such an extent that no analyst is defini-
tive about the caste voting patterns. Frankly, Bihar 
is a royal electoral mess.

Adding to an impending sense of doom, is the 
ominous seat sharing formulae adopted last min-
ute by both alliances. Within NDA, the BJP and 
JDU are fielding 101 candidates each. LJP(RVP) is 
fighting 29 seats. And then there are candidates of 
Majhi and Kushwaha. The seat allocation of Ma-
hagathbandhan has been close to bizzare. RJD is 
putting up 143 candidates, 61 are from Congress, 
29 from Left fronts parties and Dy CM face Mukesh 
Sahini gets 15 seats to show his might. By the way, 
there are some 13 seats, where the Mahagathband-
han parties are fighting against one-another. In 
effect, without an alliance partner/partners, no 
single party can form, its own government in Bi-
har. A repeat of Maharashtra like scenario for the 
BJP, is out of question as the party is not even 
fighting enough seats to secure the largest party 
status, close enough to forming its own the gov-
ernment. Given the limited Yadav appeal and vir-
tual rejection from Dalits (which is 19% of Bihar’s 
electorate), Tejashwi Yadav is also not in a posi-
tion to take a shot at forming an RJD led govern-
ment. Compared with any other state in the coun-
try, where electors believe in handing over decisive 

majority to one political party or a coalition, Bihar 
seems to be bucking the trend.  While this confabu-
lation creates its own bundle of contraction, the list 
of contradictions, extend further. 

Bucking the national trend over the past decade, 
the BJP is not the favoured political outfit, when 
it comes to steering the state. Unlike most North 
Indian states, BJP has never had a shot at ruling 
in Bihar as the sole ruling party. Quite like Pun-
jab, Bihar seems to be unaffected by the numerous 
inroads made by RSS or its affiliate organisations. 
While Bihar has thrown up many national level BJP 
leaders like Govindacharya, J P Nadda, Dharmen-
dra Pradhan - at the state level - it seems the BJP is 
currently saddled with a 7th class pass out, Dy CM 
Samrat Chaudhary. Despite several cabinet minis-
ters and leading parliamentarians from Bihar - the 
BJP is yet to identify, a mass leader from its own 
cadre, in Bihar. Likewise, post Nitish Kumar, what 
shall be the fate of JDU, is a question best left, un-
attended. JDU leaders are already looking out from 
other ships, to sail in. Chiraj Paswan, may dream 
of a rosy future in Bihar as its future CM, but in 
reality, he has way lesser chances of making it to 
the CM’s post, when compared to RJD’s Tejashwi 
Yadav.

Within the Mahagathbandhan, the CM face, Te-
jashwi Yadav is a 9th class pass out. Having dab-
bled in IPL by singularly ‘sitting’ in the players box 
for 4 years, Tejashwi Yadav has had 2 stints of gov-
ernance experience, both under Nitish Kumar. But 
let’s not forget, during both opportunities, it was 
‘Papa’ Lallu Yadav, who had managed the strings 
and pulled them too, when needed. While the cur-
rent CM projection might have defused the family 
rivalry for now, it’s only a matter of time, before 

rather than reform.

From a social perspective, population growth isn’t 
solely due to religious or cultural factors. It’s more 
directly influenced by lack of education, poverty, lack 
of access to healthcare, and gender inequality. Un-
less women are given adequate education, employ-
ment, and decision-making power, family planning 
laws will remain only on paper. The example of pop-
ulation stabilization set by India’s southern states is 
the result of investments in education and health, not 
any stringent laws.

In a state like Assam, where literacy rates remain 
below the national average and rural health infra-
structure is weak, social empowerment is needed 
more than new laws. If the government invests in 
areas where women’s education and health facilities 
lag behind, population growth may be automatically 
controlled. Conversely, if the government resorts to 
harsh measures in the name of control, it could cre-
ate an atmosphere of distrust and fear.

Politically, this issue presents opportunities for 
both the opposition and the ruling party. The ruling 
party is calling it a “bold step towards reform,” while 
the opposition sees it as an attempt at “political po-
larization.” Electoral equations in Assam have always 
been based on ethnic and religious identities. There-
fore, this policy could become a tool to appease one 
community and make another feel insecure. This is 
why this issue is spreading rapidly at the national lev-
el as well.

In the media and public forums, this issue is being 
linked to controversial terms like “love jihad,” “pol-
yandry,” and “population explosion.” However, it is 
important to understand that population control is 
not merely a matter of religious but also of socio-eco-
nomic policy. Viewing it through the lens of religion 
will only deepen the problem rather than resolve it.

The Assam government claims that the law is not in-
tended to target any particular community, but rath-
er to establish social balance. However, in practice, 
the implementation of such laws remains susceptible 
to bias. For example, if administrative decisions are 
made about who should be punished for “polyandry” 
or “illegal marriage,” the decision will depend on the 
official’s personal perception. This is precisely where 
democratic governance requires transparency and 
accountability.

Another important aspect is the implementation of 
laws. India already has many public welfare laws, but 
their impact has been limited because the political 
will to implement them has been weak. If the Assam 
government enacts a new law but its implementation 
is biased or lax, it will be merely a cosmetic measure. 
Therefore, any policy should be evaluated not by its 
purpose but by its implementation.

There’s also a psychological aspect to this entire 
controversy. When citizens in a state feel that the gov-
ernment is interfering in their personal lives, the wall 
of trust between citizens and the state weakens. That 
trust is the foundation of democracy. Indian politics 

The law has sparked renewed debate about individual liberty, secularism, and 
equal civil rights. Supporters consider it a social reform, while critics denounce 
it as state interference in private life. Real solutions to population control in India 
come from education, health, and women’s empowerment, not draconian laws. 
Democracy is strengthened when citizens are empowered, not controlled.
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Los Cortijos: 
The bells and bleats 
faded as Osam Abdul-
mumen, a migrant from 
Sudan, herded sheep 
back from pasture, the 
sun setting over a centu-
ries-old farm in Spain’s 
arid heartland.

From dawn to dusk, 
Abdulmumen, 25, has 
looked over a flock of 
400 animals for months 
in Los Cortijos, a vil-
lage of 850 people in 

the plains of Castile-La 
Mancha, the region in 
central Spain made fa-

mous by the 17th-centu-
ry classic “Don Quixote.”

Los Cortijos is among 

hundreds of rural villag-
es and towns in the re-
gion coping with depop-
ulation that has made 
it tough to fill a job that 
has existed since biblical 
times, but which Span-
iards seldom pursue 
these days: shepherding.

To fill that gap and 
also find work for recent 
migrants, a government 
program is training ar-
rivals like Abdulmumen 

— many from countries 

in Africa, but also from 
Venezuela and Afghan-
istan — whom local 
farms depend upon to 
herd the animals whose 
milk produces central 
Spain’s prized sheep’s 
milk cheese.

“I always wanted to 
work in my country, 
but there are too many 
problems,” Abdulmu-
men said inside his 
tidy, bare one-bedroom 
apartment in town, 

speaking in his limited 
Spanish. He said he left 
because of violence but 
was reticent to say more. 

“My family can’t do much 
right now. That’s why I 
want to buy them things. 
A house, too.”

The challenges of 
finding workers in ru-
ral Spain are personal 
for Álvaro Esteban, the 
fifth-generation pro-
prietor of the farm. Es-
teban left Los Cortijos 

himself for eight years, 
first to study history at 
a nearby university, and 
then to Wales, where he 
worked odd jobs before 
returning home during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I didn’t see my future 
here,” said Esteban, 32. 

“But due to life circum-
stances, I decided to 
come back and … be-
ing here made me say, 
Well, maybe there is a 
future.’”

Washington: 
The India-US energy se-
curity partnership and 
recent developments in 
energy trade and ties 
were discussed between 
India’s Ambassador to 
Washington Vinay Mo-
han Kwatra and Depu-
ty Secretary of Energy 
James Danly.

The meeting came 
in the backdrop of the 
proposed bilateral 
trade deal between In-
dia and the US, which, 
according to an official, 
is “very near” to con-
cluding.

“We are very near 
as far as deal is con-
cerned,” the official 
said on Friday.

Kwatra in a social 
media post on Saturday 
said he had a “fruitful 
discussion” with Danly 
on the “India-US energy 
security partnership and 
shared perspectives on 
recent developments in 
energy trade and ties”.

Kwatra also met with 
Lockheed Martin CEO 
Jim Taiclet. The ambas-
sador said the two had a 

“productive discussion” 
on the India-US indus-
trial cooperation and 
how US defence compa-
nies have a key role to 
play in New Delhi’s ‘At-
manirbhar Bharat’ goals.

On Thursday, Kwatra 
hosted Republican Sen-
ator from Tennessee 
Bill Hagerty and his 
wife Chrissy Hagerty at 
his residence.

“Discussed various 
facets of our bilateral 
partnership, includ-
ing continuing ongo-
ing talks on a mutually 
beneficial trade deal,” 
Kwatra said in a post 
on X.

Shimla: 
Himachal Pradesh Pen-
sioners’ Joint Action 
Committee on Saturday 
urged Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
to revise Dearness Relief 
(DR) by one percentage 
point to 46 per cent.

In a letter to the chief 
minister, the Chairman 
of the committee Suresh 
Thakur said that the 
state government has 
enhanced Dearness Re-
lief (DR) by 3 percent-
age points to 45 per cent 
from 42 per cent earlier.

The chief minister on 
October 15 announced 
release of 3 per cent 
Dearness Allowance 
(DA) for employees and 
pensioners to be credit-
ed with October salaries 
and pensions, payable in 
November.

Suresh Thakur said 
that it is regrettable to 
point out that the DR 
for State Government 

pensioners is one per 
cent lower than the 46 
per cent DR sanctioned 
to Central Government 
employees and pension-
ers.

“As pensioners, we 
rely on our pensions for 
our financial sustenance, 
and DR constitutes a vi-
tal part of our income. 
The reduction of one 
per cent compared to 
the Central Government 
rate has caused con-
siderable concern, as 
it adversely affects our 
purchasing power and 
financial stability. This 
reduction is not just and 
fair”, the members of the 
committee said.

The association re-
quested that the Dear-
ness Relief for pensioners 
be revised to 46 per cent 
and that the arrears of 
Dearness Relief for the 
period from July 1, 2023, 
to March 31, 2025, be re-
leased at the earliest.

New Delhi: 
Aviation regulator 
DGCA will look into 
the incident of a power 
bank catching fire on-
board a domestic flight 
last week, Civil Aviation 
Minister K Rammohan 
Naidu said on Saturday.

On October 19, a pas-
senger’s power bank 
caught fire on board a 
Dimapur-bound Indi-
Go plane while taxiing 
at the Delhi airport, 
and the fire was extin-
guished by the cabin 
crew.

In response to a que-
ry from PTI, Naidu said 
the DGCA (Directorate 
General of Civil Avia-
tion) will review the in-
cident.

“The DGCA is going to 
take care. They are go-
ing to review (the inci-
dent)...,” he said on the 
sidelines of an event in 
the national capital.

There are strict norms 
in place for carrying 
electronic goods, espe-
cially those with lithium 
batteries, onboard an 
aircraft.

New Delhi: 
NCC Ltd on Saturday 
said it has bagged a Rs 
6,828.94 crore order 
from Coal India arm 
Central Coalfields to 
extract and transport 
coal and overburden 
from one of the mining 
projects in Jharkhand.

In a regulatory filing, 
the company said it has 
received a letter of ac-
ceptance dated October 
24 from Central Coal-
fields Ltd (CCL) regard-
ing this.

The extraction and 
transportation of over-
burden and coal will 
have to be done from 
the Amrapali open-cast 
project of CCL in the 
Chandragupt area of 
Jharkhand, NCC said in 
the regulatory filing.

NCC will hire Heavy 
Earth Moving Machin-
ery (HEMM) for the re-
moval of 413.59 M CuM 
of OB (overburden), ex-
traction of 233.325 MT 
coal and transportation 
to Shivpur siding and 
surface stock yard un-
der different lead slabs 
and wagon loading of 
139.995 MT of coal at 
Shivpur siding at Amra-
pali OCP, Chandragupt 
Area, the filing said.

NCC Ltd is a con-
struction company in-
volved in diversified 
activities, including 
buildings, transporta-
tion, water and envi-
ronment, mining, and 
railways.

New Delhi: 
The government is 
looking to put in place 
a seamless immigra-
tion process in which a 
passenger planning to 
travel overseas through 
Delhi or Mumbai air-
ports can complete 
immigration at select 
origin airports.

The plan being con-
sidered by the Civil Avi-
ation Ministry is part of 
efforts to make key Indi-
an airports international 
aviation hubs by ensur-
ing seamless, smooth 
transfer processes.

Civil Aviation Minister 

K Rammohan Naidu on 
Saturday said the minis-
try has identified Delhi 
and Mumbai airports for 
the first phase to make 
them international hubs.

For example, Naidu 
said that if a person is 
flying from Surat to Lon-
don, can he or she come 
to Surat, complete the 
immigration process 

there, and then take the 
flight from Delhi with-
out leaving the terminal.

“So, these are some 
things that we are work-
ing on, where the pas-
senger, even if he is com-
ing from another point 
and wanting to travel 
outside the country, can 
come to the hub destina-
tion, and without doing 
another immigration, 
can travel from there.

“This is the D to I 
(Domestic to Interna-
tional) travel, and there 
is I to I (International 
to International) travel 
also,” the minister said.

On the policy frame-
work side, the ministry 
is actively looking at all 
these things, Naidu said, 
adding that the aim is 
to build a comprehen-
sive passenger transfer 
ecosystem over the next 
two to three years.

He spoke on the side-
lines after inaugurating 
the refurbished Termi-
nal 2 (T2) at the Delhi 
airport.

According to him, the 
challenge is to ensure 
seamless passenger 
transfers in efforts to 
make India an interna-
tional aviation hub.

Yaounde: 
Two Cameroon opposi-
tion leaders have been 
arrested, their parties 
said, as protests rattled 
the country over the 
presidential election re-
sults that were expected 
on Monday.

Among those arrested 
late Friday in the eco-
nomic hub of Douala 
were Anicet Ekane and 
Djeukam Tchameni, two 
top figures in the Un-
ion for Change political 
platform that endorsed 
candidate Issa Tchiroma 
Bakary and his claim to 
have defeated President 
Paul Biya in the October 
12 election.

The African Move-
ment for New Independ-
ence and Democracy 
(MANIDEM) party said 
its treasurer and other 
members were also “kid-
napped” by local securi-
ty forces. It said the aim 
was “to intimidate Cam-
eroonians.”

The circumstances of 
the arrests were not im-
mediately clear.

Cameroon’s electoral 
body is expected to an-
nounce the final election 
results on Monday, but 

opposition supporters 
have staged protests 
in recent days warning 
against an attempt to rig 
the vote.

While Tchiroma 
claims to have won 
based on results he said 
were collated by his par-
ty, Biya’s party accused 
him of trying to disrupt 
the election.

Protests were held 
Saturday in Bafoussam, 
the capital of the West 
Region, as motorcyclists 
flooded major roads, 
calling for a credible 
election process.

Protesters clashed 
with security forces in 
other cities earlier in 
the week. Some pro-
testers were arrested 
and one person was 
killed in the northern 
city of Garoua, author-
ities said.

The victim, a 30-year-
old primary school 
teacher identified as 
Zairatou Hassana, was 
not among the protest-
ers and was only out to 
check on her sister who 
was yet to return from 
school, Amadou Adji, 
her uncle, told The As-
sociated Press.

Kyiv: 

Russian missile and 
drone attacks on 
Ukraine overnight 

into Saturday killed at 
least four people and 
wounded 20, officials 
said, and prompted fresh 
pleas from Ukraine’s 
president for Western air 
defence systems.

In the capital, Kyiv, two 
people were killed and 13 
were wounded in a bal-
listic missile attack in the 
early hours of Saturday, 
Kyiv’s police said.

A fire broke out in a 
non-residential building 
in one location, while 
debris from intercepted 
missiles fell in an open 
area at another site, dam-
aging windows in nearby 
buildings, Ukraine’s State 
Emergency Service wrote 
on the message app Tele-
gram.

“Explosions in the cap-
ital. The city is under 
ballistic attack,” Mayor 
Vitali Klitschko wrote on 
Telegram during the on-
slaught.

In the Dnipropetrovsk 

region, two people were 
killed and seven wound-
ed, acting regional Gov 
Vladyslav Haivanenko 
said, adding that apart-
ment buildings and pri-
vate homes were dam-
aged in the strikes.

Ukraine’s air force said 
Russia launched nine 
missiles and 62 drones, of 
which four missiles and 

50 drones were intercept-
ed.

In Russia, the Defence 
Ministry said its air de-
fences shot down 121 
Ukrainian drones over 
Russia overnight.

Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said Saturday that 
such attacks intensify 
Ukraine’s need for Patriot 

defence systems.
“It is precisely because 

of such attacks that we 
pay special attention to 
Patriot systems — to be 
able to protect our cit-
ies from this horror. It is 
critical that partners who 
possess relevant capabil-
ity implement what we 
have discussed in recent 
days,” he wrote in English 

on X.
“America, Europe and 

the G7 countries can help 
ensure that such attacks 
no longer threaten lives,” 
he said.

Zelenskyy is hoping 
Ukraine can purchase 25 
Patriots from the US to 
fortify its air defences, par-
ticularly in cities.

On Friday, he urged the 
United States to expand its 
sanctions on Russian oil 
from two companies to the 
whole sector, and appealed 
for long-range missiles to 
hit back at Russia.

Zelenskyy was in Lon-
don for talks with two doz-
en European leaders who 
have pledged military help 
to shield his country from 
future Russian aggression 
if a ceasefire stops the 
more than three-year war.

Panaji: 

Goa Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant 
on Saturday not-

ed that assurance of fair 
weighing scales and ac-
curate packaging build 
confidence in trade and 
these just trade practices 
in turn form the founda-
tion of a thriving econo-
my.

He said such trust not 
only makes business 
easier but also gives 
consumers the peace of 
mind they deserve.

The chief minister was 
speaking during inaugu-
ration of first national 
conference of ‘Control-
lers of Legal Metrology 
2025’ in Panaji. Union 
Minister of Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Pub-
lic Distribution Pralhad 
Joshi was also present 
for the inauguration 
along with other digni-
taries.

“The assurance that a 
weighing scale is fair or 
that a packaged product 
is accurate builds confi-
dence in trade,” Sawant 
maintained, adding this 

confidence forms the 
foundation of a thriving 
economy.

The chief minister 
said legal metrology may 
seem like a specialized 
field, but it lies at the 
heart of everyday life, 
“from the fuel we pump, 

to the food we buy, to the 
gold we weigh”.

“Every measure mat-
ters. Every gram, every 
litre, every metre repre-
sents the honesty of our 
markets and the faith of 
our consumers,” he in-
sisted.

Sawant emphasised 
that to strength the ca-
pabilities of the state 
government, the Centre 
should consider provid-
ing to it digital secondary 
standard balances, CNG 
prover kits, and other 
essential equipment as 

per OIML (Internation-
al Organization of Legal 
Metrology) standards.

Referring to the theme 
of the conference, ‘Ease 
of Doing Business, Use 
of Digital Technology, 
and Consumer Aware-
ness’, the CM pointed 
out that digital transfor-
mation has changed the 
way businesses operate.

“The same change 
must reflect in our sys-
tems and enforcement. 
When departments 
adopt digital tools, they 
make compliance easier 
for entrepreneurs. Legal 
metrology can become 
a true partner in eco-
nomic growth by making 
procedures simpler,” he 
added.

Ukraine’s air force 
said Russia launched 
nine missiles and 62 
drones, of which four 
missiles and 50 drones 
were intercepted.
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Russian missile, drone strikes kill 4 in Ukraine

“The assurance that a 
weighing scale is fair or 
that a packaged prod-
uct is accurate builds 
confidence in trade,” 
Sawant maintained, 
adding this confidence 
forms the foundation 
of a thriving economy.
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