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bloc names Tejashwi

as CM face, Sahni as deputy

B Congress' leader Pawan Khera said those hoping to stoke divisions within the INDIA bloc must be
disappointed. "Tejashwi Yadav has been unanimously declared the CM face for Bihar,"” he added.

Patna

he opposition
INDIA bloc on
Thursday declared

RJD leader Tejashwi Ya-
dav its chief ministerial
candidate for the Bihar
assembly polls, in what
is being seen as a last-
ditch effort to put an end
to squabbles after weeks
of intense deliberations
and project unity ahead
of the elections.

Senior Congress lead-
er Ashok Gehlot, who
has been in Patna since
Wednesday to resolve
differences  with  the
Opposition bloc, also
said that Vikassheel In-
san Party (VIP) chief
Mukesh Sahni and lead-
ers from other sections
of society will be deputy
CMs if the INDIA bloc
comes to power in the
state, "keeping in mind
the complex social struc-
ture of Bihar".

Addressing a joint
press conference along
with Yadav, CPT (ML)-L,
general secretary Di-
pankar  Bhattacharya
and other members of
the INDIA bloc, Gehlot
said,"We have decided,
after consultations with
our national president

Mallikarjun Kharge and
Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi, besides all
coalition partners who
are here, to name Te-
jashwi Yadav as our chief
ministerial candidate.”

Sahani, who wields
influence among Mallah
and Nishad communi-
ties, reportedly drove
a hard bargain during
seat-sharing  talks. A
former Bollywood set
designer, the 45-year-
old leader entered pol-

PM Modi dubs Oppn
as 'lathbandhan’

New Delhi

rime Minister Nar-
Pend.ra Modi  on

Thursday said the
people of Bihar will nev-
er forget the "misdeeds
of Jungle Raj", an ap-
parent reference to the
RJID rule, and dubbed
the opposition alliance
as a "lathbandhan" (a
coalition of criminals),
whose leaders are out on
bail.

Interacting with young
BJP workers through
the NaMo App, Modi
also asked all the NDA
partners to campaign to-
gether for the two-phase
Bihar elections next
month and highlight
the achievements of the
NDA government in the
state.

The prime minister
also gave a new slogan
"Raftaar pakad chu-
ka Bihar, phir se NDA
sarkar”, asserting that
the state was witnessing
all-round  development
with schools, hospitals

and new rail routes be-
ing built.

"This is because there
is a stable government
in the country and in
Bihar," Modi said in an
interaction with BJP
workers under the 'Mera
Booth Sabse Majboot:
Yuva Samvaad' initiative.

The prime minister
urged the youth to par-
ticipate in large numbers
in the 'Run for Unity' on
October 31 to mark the
birth anniversary of Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel.
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itics in 2014 when he
campaigned for the BJP
in the Lok Sabha polls,
only to allege, later, that
the party failed to keep
its promise to grant
Scheduled Castes status
to his community.

He founded VIP in
2015, contested the
2019 Lok Sabha polls in
alliance with the Con-
gress-RJD combine, but
returned to the NDA a
year later, alleging that
Tejashwi  Yadav had

Delhi govt
to introduce
artificial rain
on Oct 29

New Delhi

Following the success-

ful trial of cloud seeding
across the national cap-
ital by the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Kan-
pur, Delhi environment
minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa on Thursday
called the event a "his-
toric milestone” under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta.

Sirsa mentioned that
there will be clouds over
Delhi from October 28 to
30 and noted that the Del-
hi government is ready
with physical trials and
permissions to induce ar-
tificial rain on October 29.

"Today was a historic
day for Delhi as the Del-
hi government, under
the leadership of CM
Rekha Gupta, achieved
a historic milestone. The
first successful trial of
cloud seeding was done
today. Agency

Modi skips meeting Trump, to
join ASEAN summit online

New Delhi
rime Minister Nar-
Pendra Modi on
Thursday said he
would join the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN)-India
Summit virtually in Ma-

laysia next week.

Modi conveyed this
to his Malaysian coun-
terpart Anwar Ibrahim
during a phone call on
Thursday.

‘Had a warm conver-
sation with my dear
friend, Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim of Ma-
laysia.  Congratulated
him on Malaysia's ASE-
AN Chairmanship and
conveyed best wishes for

the success of upcoming
Summits,' Modi said in a
post on X.

'Look forward to join-
ing the ASEAN-India

Summit virtually, and to
further deepening of the
ASEAN-India Compre-
hensive Strategic Part-
nership,' Modi said.

The ASEAN meetings
are scheduled from Oc-
tober 26-28.

Malaysia has invited
US President Donald
Trump as well as lead-
ers of several countries
which are the dialogue
partners of the ASEAN
grouping,.

Trump is set to trav-
el to Kuala Lumpur on
October 26 on a two-day

trip.
Meanwhile, the Con-
gress on  Thursday

claimed that the reason
for Modi not going to
Malaysia was that he
doesn't want to be cor-
nered by Trump.

Agency
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"backstabbed” him in a
seat-sharing deal.

In the 2020 assem-
bly polls, VIP won four
seats, and though Sahni
himself lost from Sim-
ri Bakhtiarpur, he was
inducted into the Nitish
Kumar cabinet.

His abrasive campaign
in the Uttar Pradesh
assembly polls of 2022,
when he openly criti-
cised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
Chief Minister

and
Yogi

Adityanath, had the BJP
gunning for him and led
to his expulsion from
the cabinet, while all VIP
MLAs joined the BJP.
He was back in the IN-
DIA bloc in the thick of
the Lok Sabha polls last
year.

Incidentally, demands
have been made by a
section of Congress lead-
ers in Bihar that it would
like one of its leaders,
preferably a Muslim or a
Dalit, as a deputy CM if
the multi-party coalition
came to power.

Speaking at the press
conference, Yadav, who
had led the Mahagath-
bandhan in the last as-
sembly polls, thanked
his allies for reposing
his trust in him again
and said, "It was not
a big issue for us, but
since there was so much
media speculation, we
decided to make it clear."

The 35-year-old leader,
often dubbed by Modi as
the "crown prince of jun-
gle raj", addressed the
criticism head-on.

"I would like to tell the
people of Bihar that Te-
jashwi will never com-
promise on corruption
CONTD ON PAGE-2

New Delhi

Indja on Thursday

cleared  proposals

to procure weapons
and military hardware
worth Rs 79,000 crore,
including Nag missiles,
amphibious warfare
ships and electronic in-
telligence and surveil-
lance systems, to boost
the combat capabilities
of the military.

The procurement pro-
posals were cleared at a
meeting of the Defence
Acquisition Council
(DAC), chaired by De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh.

It is the second major
decision on  procure-
ment following Opera-
tion Sindoor.

Procurement projects
worth Rs 67,000 crore
were approved on Au-
gust 5.

The DAC approved
various proposals
amounting to a total
cost of about Rs 79,000
crore, the defence min-
istry said.

For the Indian Navy,
approval was granted
for the procurement of
Landing Platform Docks
(LPDs), 30-mm Naval
Surface Guns (NSGs),
Advanced LightWeight
Torpedoes (ALWTSs),
the Electro Optical In-
fra-Red  Search and
Track System and Smart
Ammunition for 76-mm

Govt clears Rs 79,000-cr

weapons deal for
defence upgrade

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

Super Rapid Gun Mount.

The procurement of
LPDs will help the Navy
undertake amphibious
operations along with
the Army and the Air
Force, the ministry said.

LPDs are amphibious
warfare ships that are
used to transport heavy
equipment and land
troops.

The ministry said the
integrated sea capabil-
ity provided by LPDs
will also help the Navy
undertake peacekeeping
operations, humanitar-
ian assistance, disas-
ter-relief measures etc.

"The induction of
ALWT, which is in-
digenously  developed
by Naval Science and
Technological Laborato-
1y, DRDO is capable of
targeting conventional,
nuclear and midget sub-
marines," it said. Agency
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INDIA bloc
names Tejashwi
as CM face, Sahni
as deputy
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and will spare nobody
accused of a crime, be it
his own shadow or any-
one with influence," said
Yadav, who has enjoyed
two short tenures as
deputy CM.

The RID leader also
alleged that the lwgev of
jungle raJ was a “prop-
aganda" by the BJP,
which shares power in
Bihar, where "not a day
passes that murders and
rapes do not take place.
Vietims of sexual assault
die for want of timely
medical help”.

He also claimed that
Nitish Kumar will "never
be made chief minister
again” by the NDA. And
to back his claim, Ya-
dav cited Union Home
Minister Amit Shal's
recent comment that the
coalition would contest
the assembly polls "un-
der the leadership" of
Kumar, who heads the
JD(U), but "the legisla-
tors would decide” who
will oceupy the top post
after the elections.

Shah's  remark has
been seen by many as a
sign that the BJP, which
had outperformed the
JD(U) in the last assem-
bly elections, now want-
ed to have its own chief
minister in the only Hin-
di heartland state where
it is yet to occupy the
seat of power.

Later, Congress me-
dia and publicity de-
partment head Pawan
Khera, who was present
at the press conference,
told reporters: "We have
taken the lead by an-
nouncing our face, Now
it is for the NDA to stop
equivocating on the is-
sue and declare whom
it proposes to make the
CM if it forms the gov-
ernment".

Meanwhile, the NDA
parties insisted that at-
tempts at putting up
a united face notwith-
standing, cracks within
the INDIA bloc were
there for all to see.

The BJP shared on its
X handle a photograph
of the poster put up at
the press conference,
with a huge image of
Yadav, highlighting the
fact "there are not even
thumbnails of other IN-
DIA bloc leaders, includ-
ing Rahul Gandhi".

Independent MP Pap-
pa Yadav, who supports
the Congress but has
been eritical of the RID,
said, "Dalits and the ex-
tremely backward class-
es would vote for the
INDIA bloc only because
of Rahul Gandhi. His
image should have been
there. Alliance partners
like Bhattacharya should
dlso have been in the
poster.”

Auive Gontact:
9618799941
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SC rules minors’ conduct enough to
reject unauthorised property deals

New Delhi

n a signifieant verdict
Inn property transac-

tions involving mi-
nors, the Supreme Court
has ruled that those
aged below 18 years,
upon attaining majority,
are not mandatorily re-
quired to institute a law-
suit to repudiate proper-
ty transfers executed by
their natural guardians
without approval from a
court.

In a judgement deliv-
eredd on October 7, the
apex court said minors,
onbecoming majors, can
repudiate the transfer of
properties by manifest-
ing through clear and
unambiguous  conduct,
such as independently
selling or transferring
the same.

The verdict came in
the case of K § Shivap-
pa Vs Smt K Neelamma
from a bench of Justices
Pankaj Mithal and Pras-
anna B VaraJe

"It can safely be con-
cluded \hm a vondfnble
transaction executed
by the guardian of the
minor can be repudiat-
ed and ignored by the
minor within time on
attaining majority either
by instituting a suit for
setting aside the void-
able transaction or by
repudiating the same
by his unequivocal con-
duet,” Justice Mithal,
authoring the judgment,
said.

The verdict said the

v

moot  question was
whether it was necessary
for minors to have filed
a suit upon attaining
majority within the pre-
seribed time period to
set aside an earlier sale
deed executed by their
natural guardian.

Tt said the question
was whether such a sale
deed could be repudiat-
ed through their conduct
within three years of at-
taining majority.

In order to answer the
questions, the bench re-

erred to sections 7 and
8 of the Hindu Minority
and Guardianship Act,
1956 and said, "A simple
reading of the provisions
makes it abundant-
ly clear that a natural

Nitish takes swipe at
Tejashwi over Jeevika promise

Patna
Bihar Chief Minister Ni-
tish Kumar on Thursday
took a veiled swipe at his
former deputy Tejash-
wi Yadav, accusing him
of trying to "mislead"
women by making hol-
low promises about the
Jeevika self-help groups.

Without naming the
RJID leader, Kumar said
in a lengthy social me-
dia post, "The people of
Bihar had given them a
chance, but they used
power to serve their own
interests instead of serv-
ing the people.”

His remarks came a
day after Yadav, now the
opposition INDIA bloc’s
chief ministerial candi-
date, promised govern-
ment employee status to
contractual workers and
a hike in monthly remu-
neration to Rs 30,000

for nearly two lakh
"community mobilisers”
involved with Jeevika

self-help groups.

"Some people, just be-
fore elections, are trying
to portray themselves as
champions of Jeevika
Didis and half of Bihar’s
population. The truth is,
in the name of “Jeevika
Didis’, they are seeking a

livelihood for their own
families," Kumar wrote.

k: are  making
grand promises of bring-
ing the moon and stars
for half the population.
Bihar's people gave these
individuals a chance as
well, but back then, their
focus was more on per-
sonal gains than on ser-
vice", he added.

He added, "During
their rule, women’s de-
velopment was limited
to their own families.
The pain, suffering, and
sting of ‘jungle raj’ that
Bihar's women endured
during that period is no
secret."

guardian of a minor has
no authority in law to

mortgage, sell, gift or
otherwise transfer any
part of the immovable
property of the minor
or even to lease out any
part of such property for
a term exceeding five
years or for a term ex-
tending more than one
year beyond the date
on which the minor will
attain majority without
the prior pemus::lun of
the court.”

"Therefore, prior per-
mission of the court
is a sine qua non for a
guardian of a minor to
transfer the property of
the minor in any of the
manners provided un-
der sub-section (2) of

section 8 of the Act," it
said.

The dispute revolved
around two adjoining
plots — numbers 56 and
57 — in Shamanur vil-
lage in Karnataka's Da-
vanagere, originally pur-
chased in 1971 by one
Rudrappa in the names
of his three minor sons --
Maharudrappa, Basava-
raj and Mungeshappa.

Without obtaining pri-
or permission from the
district court, Rudrappa
sold these plots to third
parties. Plot number 56
was sold to S T Bidari
and later, purchased by
B T Jayadevamma in
1983.

After the surviving mi-
nors attained majority,

In a judgement de-
livered on October 7,
the apex court said
minors, on becoming
majors, can repudiate
the transfer of prop-
erties by manifesting
through clear and un-
ambiguous  conduct,
such as independently
selling or transferring
the same.

they and their mother
sold the same plot to K S
Shivappa in 1989.

A civil suit filed by
Jayadevamma, claiming
ownership, was even-
tually rejected by the
Karnataka High Court,
which upheld the mi-
nors' tight to repudi-
ate their father's sale
through their own sub-
sequent sale deed.

A similar transaction
oceurred with plot num-
ber 57, which Rudrappa
sold without the court's
permission to Krishnoji
Rao, who in turn sold it
to K Neelamma in 1993.

The surviving minors,
on attaining majority,
sold the same plot to K
S Shivappa, who later
combined both the plots
and built a house.

Neelamma then filed
a case before the addi-
tional civil judge in Da-
vanagere, claiming own-
ership.

The trial court dis-

missed her suit, holding
that the sale executed by
Rudrappa was voidable
and validly repudiated

by the minors' subse-
quent sale.
However, both the

first appellate court in
2005 and the high court
in 2013 reversed this
finding, holding that
since the minors had not
filed a formal suit to set
aside their father's sale

deed, the transaction
stood confirmed.
Shivappa then ap-

proached the Supreme
Court.

Referring to the pro-
visions, the apex court
reiterated that a natural
guardian cannot trans-
fer a minor's immovable
property without the
prior permission of a
court and that any such
transaction is voidable
at the instance of the
ninor.

However, the bench
clarified that the stat-
ute does not specify the
mode by which such
a voidable transaction
must be repudiated.

Justice  Mithal  ob-
served that a minor, on
attaining majority, may
avoid or repudiate such
a transaction, either ex-
pressly by filing a suit for
the cancellation of the
sale deed or impliedly by
clear and unequivocal
conduet, such as exe-
cuting a fresh sale of the
same property.

Agency

BSF constable Shivani earns out-of-turn promotion
after silver win at World Wushu Championship

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

In a proud moment for
India’s paramilitary
forces, Border Security
Force (BSF) Constable
Shivani has been pro-
moted out of turn to the
rank of Head Constable
after clinching a silver
medal at the 17th World
Wushu  Championship
2025 in Brazil. The rare
recognition  celebrates
her outstanding perfor-
mance and contribu-
tion to India’s growing
stature in international
martial arts.

The promotion cere-
mony was held at BSF
Camp Chhawla, where
BSF  Director General
Daljit Singh Chawdhary
personally conferred the
new rank upon Shivani.
The event was attended
by senior officers, mem-
bers of the BSF sports
cell, and fellow athles
who lauded her achie
ment as a source of pride
for both the force and
the nation.

Shivani’s feat stands
out not only for the med-
al itself but also for the
speed of her recognition
— she received the pro-
motion within just five

Oppn grand alliance 'divided house'
will Tejashwi even become LoP: BJP

New Delhi

‘The BJP on Thursday
called the opposition
grand alliance in Bihar
a "divided house" and
asked the RJD to wor-
ry if l'ejashvn Yadav,
named as its "CM face”
for Bihar polls, will
even be able to become
the leader of opposition
(LoP) after the election
results,

Asserting the NDA's
victory with a thumping
majority in the state as-
sembly pells, the ruling
party claimed that Ya-
dav and Vikassheel In-
san Party (VIP) chief
Mukesh Sahani were
named as the Opposi-
tion's chiefl ministerial
face and deputy chief
ministerial ca_ndjdate
respectively  "out of

R DELE
efBooks A

sprocuctor ir whele of

A/SBA86 VoL 1 tsska 105,

compulsion” ahead of
the elections.

The BJP also took a
swipe at the Congress,
alleging that the RJD
showed the grand-old-

party its "aukat" (po-
sition) by featuring
Yadav, not Leader of

Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, in
the poster put up at the
joint press conference
in Patna where names
of the Opposition's CM
and deputy CM candi-
dates were announced
on Thursday.

"It's a divided house.
That's why they were
trying to send out a
message of unity at the
press conference (held
in Patna on Thursday),"
BJP national spokes-
person Syed Zafar Is-
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lam said."You need not
send out a message of
unity. Such a message
is automatically c¢on-
veyed with your nature,
body language, conduct,
commitment and your
conviction," he added.
Islam said people,
however, understand
that it is an attempt to
hide the divisions with-
in the opposition camp.
"They announced Te-
jashwi Yadav's name
as the CM face out of
compulsion. They also
named Sahani as their
deputy CM candidate
out of compulsion.
Those who have made
these announcements
today should worry if
he (Yadav) will be able
to become even the
LoP (after the Bihar

ard Printed a1 The Indian Erprizss Put

poll results),” the BJP
spakesperson said.

Senior JD (U) lead-
er K C Tyagi also took
on the Opposition and
said Yadav is a "de-
feated soldier" and his
defeat once again
"certain" in the up-
coming state assembly
polls.

"Several elections
have been fought un-
der his leadership. He
is a defeated soldier.

"And in this battle
also, his defeat is cer-
tain. He has nothing
new to show and do,"
Tyagi said Videos when
asked for comment on
the announcement of
Yadav's name as the Op-
position's  chief minis-
terial face for the Bihar
polls.

In a disturbing

months of joining the
BSF. The force obtained

special approval and
procedural  relaxations
from the Department
of Personnel and Train-
ing (DoPT) to make the
promotion possible, un-
derscoring its intent to
encourage  exceptional
talent among its person-
nel.

Praising Shivani's
performance, DG
Chawdhary said her
promotion  symbolises

the BSF’s belief in hon-
ouring merit and excel-
lence in every field. “Her
achievement embodies
the spirit of the BSF —
courage, endurance, and

national pride,” he said,
adding that her success
will inspire a new gener-
ation of BSF athletes to
pursue both profession-
al and sporting excel-
lence with equal zeal.

This is not the first
time the BSF has rec-
ognised its sportsper-
sons with such distinc-
tion. Earlier in July
2035, Constable Anuj
from the BSF Central
Wushu Team received
an  out-of-turn promo-
tion for winning laurels
at the 10th Sanda World
Wushu  Championship
in China.

The BSF's continued
support for its athletes

reflects a growing fo-
cus on nurturing sports
talent within the ranks.
Officers said the organ-
isation sees sporting
success as an_extension
of its discipline, team-
work, and determina-
tion — values that define
the force both on and off
the field.

With her silver med-
al and swift promotion,
Shivani has not only
brought global recog-
nition to Indian Wushu
but has also emerged as
a role model for young
women in iform,
proving that excellence
n service and sport can
go hand in hand.

Dehradun woman dies months
after childbirth; probe ordered

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

case
from Dehradun, a young
woman has died months
after giving birth, al-
legedly due to medical
negligence during her
delivery. The incident
has triggered widespread
outrage, leading the Ut~
tarakhand health depart-
ment to order a formal
investigation into the al-
legations.

According to the vie-
tim's husband, his wife
had been suffering from
severe abdominal pain,
fever, and recurrent in-
fections ever since her
cesarean delivery at a
private hospital in the
city. Despite multiple fol-
low-ups with the doctors,
her condition kept deteri-
orating. Later, a medical
examination reportedly

Hucha Nagar 2
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revealed that a surgical
bandage had been left in-
side her abdomen during
the operation — a shock-
ing act of negligence that
eventually led to fatal
complications.

Following the com-
plaint, the district health
authorities have set up an
inquiry committee to re-
view the hospital's records,
surgical procedures, and
post-operative care pro-
tocols. The operating sur-
geons and nursing staff
are now under scrutiny,
and officials have wa]ed
medical documents relat-
ed to the case.

Officials stated that
striet action will be taken
if negligence is proven,
which could include sus-
pension or cancellation
of the hospital’s license.
Meanwhile, the vietim's
family has demanded
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eriminal prosecution of
the doctors involved and
appropriale  compensa-
tion for the loss caused
by gross medical care-
lessness.

This tragic case has
once again brought to
light the urgent need for
medical  accountability
and patient safety in In-
dia's healthcare system.
Experts argue that such
incidents not only erode
public trust in private
healthcare institutions but
also expose systemic gaps.
in medical oversight and
ethical responsibility.

As the probe contin-
ues, the incident serves
as a grim reminder that
negligence in the opera-
tion theatre can destroy
entire families — and

that justice for victims
of medical malpractice
must not be delayed.

ECI's two-day
Conference of
CEOs on SIR

preparedness

concludes

Staff Reporter

_ NewDelhi
The Election Commis-
sion of India's two-day
Conference of  Chief
Electoral Officers con-
cluded on Thursday at
the India International
Institute for Democracy
and Electoral Manage-
ment in New Delhi.

Chief Tlection Com-
missioner Shri Gyanesh
Kumar, along with Elec-
tion Commissioners Dr.
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Dr. Vivek Joshi, led
the conference attended
by CEOs from various
States and Union Terri-
tories.

The Commission in-
structed the CEQs to fi-
nalize their preparations
for the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) in their
regions. Senior officers
presented on the SIR
process, and the CEQs
had their questions an-
swel L

The Commission eval-
uated progress on pre-
vious directions to align
current electors with
those from the last STR.
It also held one-on-one
interactions with CEOs
from polling States like
Assam, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Kerala, and
West Bengal. This con-
ference followed an ear-
lier one held on Septem-
ber 10, 2025,

PM Modi dubs
Oppn as
'lathbandhan’
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Maodi will kickstart his
campaign for the Bihar
elections by addressing
two public meetings at
Samastipur and Begus-
arai on Friday.

Bihar goes to polls on
November 6 and 11, The
counting of votes will be
held on November 14.

The prime minister
said people will not for-
get the "Jungle Raj" in
Bihar for another 100
years. No matter how
hard the Opposition
tries to hide its mis-
deeds, people will not
forgive it, he added.

"Nitish ji and the NDA
worked hard to bring
Bihar out of the ‘Jungle
Raj' and establish the
rule of law. Now peo-
ple take pride in call-
ing themselves Bihari,"
Modi said.

Lxhorting  the BJP
workers in Bihar ahead
of assembly polls, Modi
said, "We all need to he
amongst people 24x7 for
the next 20 days."

Modi asked the BJP
youth workers to con-
nect with first-time
voters of Bihar and tell
them about the power of
their vote.

AdvtCo
9818-7199941

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Yushoda Wio Lute
Sh Shish Pal, Rio D121, Sehyog
r, Near Matinli, Uttam Nagar,
Delhi, New Delhi-110059,
debarred and disowned and

clation with his son and
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)
. Gopl Kumar
) from all movable
eable ropertios, as the
shoye said son nod his wife had
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re all relations with the
nzmed son an
General public
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the sama in any manner:
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Nand Nagari depot

New Delhi
The Delhi Transport Corpo-
ration (DTC) is planning to
establish an automated test-
ing station (ATS) at its Nand
Nagari depot, an official said
on Thursday.

The infrastructural work
for the facility has already
been completed, and the In-
ternational Centre for Auto-
motive Technology (ICAT),
Manesar, has been roped in
to provide consultation for
the selection of a vendor
through e-tender for the sup-
ply. installation, commis-
smumg. and oper'\tmn of

A tender issued by the
DTC said detailed test lane
layouts and drawings sub-
mitted by the selected bidder
will be vetted by the ICAT to
meet required standards.

The visual inspection pits
will be interconnected to en-
sure smooth vehicle move-
ment, with safe access
through stairways or ramps,
guardrails, and anti-slip pro-
visions, the official said.

All necessary utilities such
as CNG generator sets, UPS,

Delhi Minister
Sirsa hints at
artificial rain to
fight pollution

New Delhi

The Delhi Police have in-
tensified patrolling along
the Yamuna riverbanks
ahead of the Chhath Puja
celebrations to ensure safe-
ty, smooth crowd manage-
ment, and maintain lawand
order during the four-day
festival, an official said on
Thursday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Shahdara) Prashant
Gautam visited the Yamuna
ghats in Geeta Colony and
Gandhi Nagar areas to as-
sess security arrangements
and preparations being
made for the upcoming fes-
tivities.

During the inspection,
DCP Gautam reviewed ac-
cess routes, crowd move-
ment plans, and deploy-
ment points to ensure that
devotees can perform rituals
safely.

“"Our prioril
that the festival is celebrat-
ed peacefully. Adequate po-
lice deployment will be
made according to the size of
the crowd, and we are coor-
dinating closely with civic
agencies for smooth man-
agement," Gautam said.

He added that the police
teams are continuously pa-

trolling sensitr s along
the Yamuna and keeping a
close watch to prevent any
untoward incident. "If the
crowd increases, police de-
ployment will also be scaled
up accordingly,” the officer
said.

Besides Shahdara, police
personnel from north, east,
northeast, and southeast
districts, whosejurisdictions
touch the Yamuna, have
been instructed to maintain
round-the-clock vigilance
and ensure that ghats re-
main safe.

Delhi's air quality improves slightly
but remains 'very poor’ for 4th day

New Delhi

Delhi's air quality showed a
slight improvement on
Thursday but lemamcd in
the "very poor" category for
the fourth consecutive day,
aided by stronger surface
winds that helped disperse
pollutants,

The city’s 24-houraverage
Air Quality Index (AQI)
stood at 305 at 4 pm, ac-
cording to the Central Pol-
Board

lution  Control
(CPCB).

Anand Vihar recorded an

TOP STORY, Det, Fruoay 24, Ocrosen 2025 ﬂ Y EAST BOUND FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS-2025
In order to clear extra rush of passengers during Chhath Puja Festival, Northern Railway has planned to run the following East Bound
Festival Special Trains from 24.10.2025 to 26.10.2025 in addition to normal regulartrains as perschedule given below:-
D I ‘ to S et up auto m ated EAST BOUND TRAINS FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS ON 24.10.2025 (FRIDAY
. . . oo | station From DeP | station to Accomodation Stoppages
) ; 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Kanpur Central, Prayagra Jn., Varanasi Jn., Ghazipur City, Ballia, Sahatwar,
vehicle testing facility at | [ [mon (ufes |0 e
04022 | NewDelhi 14:00 | Gorakhpurdn | 05:00 | 1 Ac'szle];:;fgée?mc' Hapur, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur, Hardoi, Loknow Jn,, Gonda Jn, & Basti
oo — . 17 AG, 2 Tier AC, Govindpur, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Paina Jn
B4070 | Anand Viar(T) 00:20{ Rajgir 135 3 Tier AC Rajendra Nagar, Bakhtiyarpur Jn, Binar Sharil & Naianda
. e Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn., Kanpur Ceniral, Unnao Jn,, Aishioagh, Badshahnager, Gonda Jn, Gorakhpur,
04450 |iNew Deini 15:10 | Dharbhanga | 16:30 Sioeper & Generel Deoria Sadar, Shwan Jn, Chhapra, Sonpur Jn, Hajipur Jn, Muzaffarpur Jn, & Samastipur Jn,
Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jr., Tunda Jn. Etawah, Kanpur Central, Unnao Jn., Aishbagh, Badshahnagas,
04454 | New Delhi 20:00 | Mansi 23:30 Sleeper & Ganeral Barabanki Jn.. Ganda Jn., Bast, Knallabad, Gorakhpur. Dacria Sadar, Siwan Jn, Chhapra,
Sonpur dn. Hajipur Jn.. Shahpur Patoree, Barauni ., Bequ Saral & Khagaria.Jn.
Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradahad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpu, Hardoi, Alamnagar, Utraitia Jn, Ras Bareli Jn,
04456 | New Delhi 22:40 | Dhanbad 02:20 Sleaper & Ganeral Amelti, Ma Behia Devi Pratapgarh, Bhadoh, Varanasi Jn., Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road,
‘Sasaram, Dehri On Son, Anugrah Narayan Roadi Gaya. Kodema, Hazzrbagh Road, Parasnath & Gomoh
Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagra) Jn, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buar, Ara, Paina Jn..
04458 | Anand Vihar (T) 13:40 | Bhagalpur 14:30 Sleeper & General Patna Saheb, Fatuha, Khusropur, Bakhtiyarpur Jn., Barh, Mokameh Jn., Halhidah Jn, Barhiya,
Luckeesaral Jn, Kiul Jn., Kaita, Abhaipur, Dhathara, Jamalpur Jn, Barlarpur & Subangan
2Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradabad, Barelly, Shahjahanpur, Hardol, Lucknow, Gonda Jn, Gorakhpur,
= JADTSY (Renarmi o {T) 15:30 | Sitamathi | 15:00 Sieeper & General Kaptanganj Jn., Siswa Bazas, Bagaha, Harinagar, Narkatiagan Jn., Sikta, Raxaul Jn. & Bairagria
air compressors, metring  on vehicles will be Phﬂ- Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn., Tundla Jn, Etawah, Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn, Janghai Jn, Varanasi Jn.,

Kkiosks, air conditioners, wa-  tographed and records pre- 04452 | New Delhi 18:15 | Howrah 23:30 Sleeper & Ganeral Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehri On San, Anugrah Narayan Road,

ter coolers with RO puri-  served for at least six months Gaya, Koderma, Parasnath, Dhanbad Jn., Asansol Jn., Durgapur, Barddhaman & Bandel Jn.,

fiers, calibration tools, and for audit purposes. ) 04094 | HazratNizamuddin | 11:00 |Patna Jn. 05:00 | 15tAC, 2Tier A &3 Tier AC Ghaziabad, Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn. PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara & Danapur
requisite software, will be According to the official,

installed and commissioned  the ATS will also integrate an 1%AC, 2Tier AC, 3 Ter AC el R

a ) ) pur Central, Prayagral Jn., Varanasi Jn., Ghazipur City, Phephna Jn., Balia

by the private company en- NPR (number plate recog- 04096 | Anand Vihar (T 00:05 | Patliputra 21:30 ag‘ser:c'E;DG":’:“Y Sahatwar, Bakulha, Chhapra & Dighwara

gaged through bidding nition) system to capture ve- Sl

process. hicle registration numbers (Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Unnao Jn,, Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Barabanki Jn., Burhwal Jn,,
Alleripmese will bese: and phiotographsautonat. 04098 | New el ogn (MO | g | STRACESHONVE | onga i, Gorakpu, Kaptangendn, i Sezr. Bagaha, Narkatagen) . Betf,Sagau n.

quired to meet environmen-  cally, with data synchronised B Mol M 2aGorpiil e St o

tal, health, and safetynorms,  with the token software and 04404 | Shakurbasti 15:15 | PataJn, 13:30 Sieeper & General New Delh Ghaziahiad, Aligarh dr, Tl Jn,, Evnwal I, Govindpur, Subiedargan, Mizapur
. d i Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Ara, & Danapur

with a two-year warranty VAHAN portal as per pre-

FEGET fhin dota G B e TR T il New Delh, Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jr., Tundla Jn., Efawah Jr., Kanpur Central, Unnao Jn., Aishbagh,
o Ine: date. ok commiis::  Sctl EmS: iy Wil el Badshahnagar, Barabanki Jn., Gonda Jn., Basil, Khaliabad, Gorakhpur Jn., Deoria Sadar, Siwan Jn. |

sioning. sure seamless vehiclelane al- o] (Shaotad CHRELE | D Sitoer & Gerieal ‘Chhapra, Sonpur, Hajipur Jn, Muzafiaur Jn, Samastiour Jn., Daisingh Sarai, Barauni Jn.,
The testing software will  location according to vehicle Begusaral, Khagaria Jn. & Mansi Jn.

complywith the Central Mo-  category, officials said. . . New Delni, Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn., Kanpur Ceniral, Unnaa Jn., Alshbagh, Badshahnagar,

mr\?&ﬁd& Riiles, 1086, and Afdié and of 04410 | Shakurbasti 13:00 | dhanjharpur Jn.| 18:30. Seeparkiienerl Gonda Jn,, Gorakhpur Jn,, Kaptangan] Jn, Narkatiagan] Jn., Raxaul ., Shamarhi & Shistio

will allow additional vehicle the testing station will be : 1stAC, 2 Tier AC & Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn., Tundia Jn., Kanpur Central, Unnao Jn., Aishbagh, Badishahnagar,
inspection tests as directed  conducted every six months GED || Waess 13:30  Muzaffarpur dn. | 14:00 3TerAC Gonda Jn, Basi, Gorakhpur Jn, Deoria Sadas, Swan Jn., Chiapra, Sanpur & Hajpur Jn.
by competent authorities. or as directed by the DTC, 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, 2 Tier cum
Visual checls conducted’  theysaid. 04236 | Shakurbasti 09:45 | Lucknow 2000 | 3100 . Sieeper & Gonaral Delhi Safdarjung, Hazrat Nizamuddin, Ghaziabad, Moradabad Bareily & Shahjehanpur
. EAST B! DELHI AREA
Stalker stabs man to death in ; . 2 Tier AC, 3 Tier AC, Kanpur Cental, Prayagraj ., Varanasi Jn., Ghazipur Ciy, Balla, Sahatvwar
: : DAcH0 | Anend Viar (1) 14:25 Patna . 14:00. Sleeper & General Suraimanpur, Chhapra & Patlipuira
Ranho}a; 3 Juvenlles nabbed Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn., Kanpur Ceniral, Unnao Jr., Ashbagh, Badshahnagar, Gonda Jr,, Gorakhp
2 . , Alig N " al, Unnao Jn,, jagh, Ishahnagar, adn, ur,
New Delhi ek ieathid BetweanTthe (o | [l j12:00) Dbarbrangal) [ ¢ Steapat Coneral Deoria Sadar, Siwan Jn, Chhapra, Sonpur Jn., Haipur Jn. Muzaffarpur Jn. & Samasiipur Jn.

Aiy-year-old boy allegedly  two parties, with the juve- Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jri, Tundla Jn., Etawah, Kanpur Central, Unnao Jn., Aishbagh, Badshahnagar,

stabbed to death amanout-  nile giving a written under- 04454 | New Delhi 20:00 | Mansi 23:30 Sleeper & General Barabanki Jn., Ganda Jn., Bast, Knhallabad, Gorakhpur, Decria Sadar, Siwan Jn, Chhapra.

sidelis home inouterDel taking that he would/not Sonpur dn, Hajipur Jn., Shafpur Patoree, Barauni Jn., Bequ Sarai & Knagaria Jn.

hi's Ranhola area after the  approach or harass the girl Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shanjahanpur, Hardoi, Alamnagar, Utraitia Jn.,

Victim confronted him for again. a5l | lew Dati o a0 Sbeperkcacert Re BarellJn., Amethi, Ma Behla Devi Pratapgath, Bhadoh, Varanasi Jn., Deen Dayal Upadhyaya dn,

harassing his brother's  Despite the oath, he con- RIENE o S Qe G Son v e st e, Kok et o

daughter, police said on tinued to follow her to tu-

e e N A Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Busar, Ara, Pana Jn..
HUIEAAYS THOMLC AsSesand lernear 04458 | Anand Vihar (T) 13:40 | Bhagalpur 14:30 Sleeper & General Patna Saheb, Fatuha, Khusropur, Bakntiyarpur Jn., Barh, Mokameh Jn., Hathidah Jn., Barhiya,
The incident took place  her house with others, the Luckeesarai Jn,, Kiul Jn., Kajra, Abhaipur, Dharhara, Jamalpur Jn,, Bariarpur & Sultanganj

around 30 pm on source said. = =

] " : I el § 2Tier AC, 3Tier AC, Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradabad, Barelly, Shahjahanpur, Hardol, Lucknow, Gonda Jn., Gorakhpur,

Wednesday in Vikas Kunj On Wednesday evening, 04016 | Anand Viar (T) 15:30 | Sitamarhi 15:00 Sieeper & Ganeral Keptangan J, Sswa Bazar, Begah, Harngai Narkaiaganj r., Skia, sk J, & Baifspria

when the teenager, armed  the boy allegedly turned up

with a knife-like weapon, ar-  outside the girl'shome and Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn,, Tundia Jn,, Etawah, Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn, Janghai Jn., Varanasi Jn.,

rived outside the house of hurled abuses at her family. 04452 | New Delhi 18:15 | Howrah 23:30 Sleeper & General Pt, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhiabua Road, Sasaram, Defri On San, Anugrah Narayan Road,

the 27-year-old and picked  When the gu_ism P vm‘]_’ Gaya, Koderma, Parasnath, Dhanbad Jn., Asansol Jn, Durgapur, Barddhaman & Bandel Jn,,

a fight with the mother of fronted him, he reportedly 04094 | Hazrat Nizamuddin 11:00/| Patna Jn. 05:00 | 1stAC, 2 Tier AC &3 Tier AC Ghaziabad, Govindpur, Prayagraj Jn., PL. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Ara & Danapur

tGegl misbetiaved with Dy oo; 1°AC,2Tier AC 3 Tier AC. 3 Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagra) Jn., Varanasi Jn., Ghazipur Cly, Phephna Jn, Ball

5 W % y y Ter AC, 3 Tier aziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagra] Jn., Varanasi Jn., Ghazipur Clty, Phephna Jn., Ballia,
Pu]mc haye apprehended Seeing the commotion, 04096 | Anand Vihar (T) 00:05 | Patliputra 2130 | 1A Economy, Sesper & Gen Sahatwar, Bakulha, Chiepra & Dighwara

the juvenile, a vegetable herundle, who lived nearby,

seller, and two of his asso- came out to intervene and Hesannur 3Tier AG Economy & (Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Unnao Jn., Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Barabanki Jn., Burhwal Jn.,

ciates whowerewithhimat  scolded the boy, Enraged, 04098 | New Delhi 09:30| paseP 12:00 oA ‘Gonda Jn, Gorakhpur, Kaptangany Jn,, Siswa Bazar, Bagaha, Narkatiagan Jn., Bettiah, Sagal Jn.

the time of the attack. the accused allegedly pulled Bep M el el Sl g U
"He attacked him ina fit outaknife-like weapon and 04404 | Shakurbasti 1545 | Patradns is50 Sleeper & General New Delh, Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn., Tundia Jn.. Etawah Jn., Gevindpur, Subedargan, Mirzapur,

. ; ot o : " Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Ara, & Danapur

of rage when the victim stabbed him in the chest, T T

went to confront the ac- the source said. iew Dethl, iabad, Aligarh Jn., Tundla Jn., Etawah Jn., Kanpur Central, Unnao Jn. agh,

misbehave with the girl's dentwas sosudden thatno Begusaral, Khagaria Jn. & Mansi Jn,

mother. The victim suffered ~ one could react in time. " . - New Delhi, Ghazlabad, Aligarh Jn., Kanpur Central, Unnaa Jn., Aishbagh, Badshatinagar,

o dep sbwotnd to iy Thefatber b hisgilaaid it | Skawsiouedt 13:00 | dnanjharpur Jn. 18:30 Sleeperd Ganeral Gonda Jn. Gorakhpur Jn., Kaptangan) Jn. Narkataganj n., Rexaul Jn, Stamari & Stisfio

chest and collapsed on the  that the boy had been dis- {5LAG, 2 TieT AG, Ghaziabad Jn., Hapur, Moradabad Jn,, Bareilly Jn., Shahjehanpir, Hardal, Alamnagar, Utrahtia,

spot” saidanofficer.  turbinghis cavghterforthe | || ouns | awmavbam)  [onsolseguni | moo| | Terns,  |eastin o BehyDou Dan Vs n v, Qe Oy el Ssare
Locals told police that the last two months. Sleeper & General Mans! Jn, Naugachia, Katihar n, Pumia Jn, Ararlya Court Jn. & Forbesgan] Jn sLal\ons
boy fled after the attack,  "The boy even tried to AT ABSTE:

leaving the victim, Hoti Lal, pour petrol on himself some 04234 | Shakurbasti 09:45 | Lucknow 20:00 Siedpai & Gobernl. Delhi Safdarjung, Hazrat Nizamuddin, Ghaziabad, Moradabad Barellly & Shahjehanpur

bleeding profusely. Neigh-  time back. He was obsessed. 02252 | Now Delhi Vands Bharat | 08:35 | Paina Jn. 21:30 | AC Chair Cat & Exec Chait Car Aligarh Jn., Kanpur Central, Prayagra) Jn.. Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar & Ara

bours rushed him toanear-  Last night, my wife scolded O RCIACTEL ACS TR

by private hospital, but he  him as he refused to move 01662 | Hazrat Nizamuddin 21:30 | Rani Kamalapati| 10:50 (Emm;“y)‘ Slesper & General Mathura Jr., Agra GanttJn., Gwalior Jn., Virangana Lakshmibai Jhansi Jn, Bina Jn & Vidisha

suceumbed. from the house porch. He
An incident of stabbing misbehaved with my wife, EAST BOUND TRAINS FROM DELHI AREA TER! S ON 26.1 25 (SUNDAY)

was reported ataround 8.45  and when mybrother came = 2Tier AC, 3 Tier AC. Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Varanasi Jn., Ghazipur Gity, Balia, Sahatwar,

pm. and a police team was  downstairs to stop him, he 04080 | Anand Viber (T 1425 Patmadn. | 0| “gooner s General Suraimanpur, Chhapra & Patlputra

ly rushed to the  stabbed him," he s - =
) < . (Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn., Kanpur Central, Unnao Jn,, Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Gonda Jn,, Gorakhpur,
spot, the officer said “The man said his brother 04450} {ENaw Delhl 15:10  Dharbhariga  |.48:30 ettt Cal Deoria Sadar, Siwan Jn,, Chhapra. Sanpur dn. Hajipur Jn. Muzaffarpur Jn. & Samastipur Jn.
\}_)ml d ;"7 'Sves,n. 4 W"f 2god e w;‘"‘ ‘;"S Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn, Tundia Jn, Etawah, Kanpur Ceniral,Unnao Jn., Aishbagh, Badshahnagar,
revedled that the accused onlytryingto stop the boy 04454 | New Delhi 20:00 | Mansi 2330 Sleeper & Ganeral Barabanki Jn., Ganda Jn., Bast, Khalilabad, Gorakhpur, Deoria Sadar, Siwan Jn., Chhapra,
had _been sta_]kmg and ha- from rrm_lbhng the girl. SonpurJn,, Hajipur Jn., Shahpur Patoree, Barauni Jn., Begu Saral & Khagaria Jn.

:’:‘:}i ltllt‘]::“] for the past kﬂll;l;“ ?t}:}:l “:’:‘:e‘i ‘;:“ Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradabad, Bavelly, Shahjahanpur Hardol, Alamnagar, Utafia Jn.
“The girls family had  venge for the police com- | || 0458 [vewosh 2ttt oz S| g i R G, .3t

lodged a complaint at Ran-  plaint. Parasnath & Gomoh

hola Police Station earlier, The girl said that the boy Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Patna Jn.,

alleging that the boy often  had been chasing herforthe 04458 | Anand Vihar {T) 13:40| Bhagalpur | 14:30 Sieeper & General Paina Saheb, Fatufia, Khusropr, Bakrtyarpur Jn. Bar, Mokameh Jn., Hathidah Jn., Barhiya.

fallowssd Her stidsvencaie. pisttwo monthe, Theboy Luckeesarai Jn, Kiul Jn., Kajra, Abhaipu, Dharhara, amaipur Jn, Bariarpur & Sullangan

to their house with a sword 2Tier AC, 3Tier AC, Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradzbad, Barelly, Shahjahanpur, Hardoi, Lucknow, Gonda Jn., Gorakhpur,

= = 46| Anand ¥l (T) 15:30  Sitamarhi [ 15:00 Sleeper & General Kaptangan Jn, Siswa Bazar, Bagaha, Harinagar, Narkatiagan Jn, Sikis, Raxeul Jn. & Balragnia
and some associates to in
E " sai i i " " X 5 i i .
timidate them," saida police | [\ are Jai Bhagwan S/0 Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn,, Tundla Jn, Etawah, Govindpuri, Prayagra Jn, Janghai Jn., Varanasi Jn
source. Dariyav Singh and Sunita W/o 04452 | New Delhi 18:15 | Howrah 23:30 Sleeper & General P, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn. Bhabua Road, Sasavam, Dehri On San, Anugrah Narayan Road,
Backthen, a compromise | | i Bhagwan W/o R/o H.No. Gaya, Koderma, Parasnath, Dhanbad Jn,, Asansol Jn,, Durgapur, Barddhaman & Bandel Jn.,
‘71\72'321""‘{1;'1‘%3':3“ f:'“"“h 04094 | HazratNizamuddin | 11:00 | Patna Jn. 05:00 | 1stAC, 2Tier AC &3 Tier AC Ghaziabad, Govindpur, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Busar, Ara & Danapur
‘est Delhi- , have sev-
ered with our son Pankaj and " ¥ i ? 1"AC, 2 Tier AG, 3 Tier AG, 3 Ghazlabad, Kanpur Gentral, Prayagraj Jn., Varanasi Jn., Ghazipur City, Phephna Jn., Ballia.
his wife Manisha their child 04095 | Anand Vibar (1) 00:05 | Patiiputra | 21:30 | 30 o CEconomy, Siesper & Gen, Sahatwar, Bekulha, Ghhapra & Dighwara
. ) Parth by evicting them from - Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Unnan Jn., Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Barabanki n., Burhwal Jn,
stations. Of the 38 moni- | (our movable and immovable 04098 | New Delhi 00:30 :’*:"‘“" 12:00 ”‘9"’6‘35‘“:“"‘”‘ (Gonda Jn., Gorakpu, Kaptangan) Jn., Siswa Bazar, Bagaa., Nerkatiagan] Jn, Betliah, Sagaul dn,
toring stations across the | |propertydue totheir misbe- i ol Bapuom Motiher, Muzaffarpur Jn. & Samastipur Jn

city, 23 recorded "very poor” | | havior. We are along with our " ’ i New Delh, Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn., Tundla Jn., Etawah Jn., Govindpur, Subedargan, Mirzapur,

air quality, while 14 fell un- | |family will not be responsible 04404 | Stakirbast 13:43) Poma 133 Siagpet Ganerod 5 e Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Busar, Ara, & ganapm e

der the "poor” category, ac- :"’ any ;f their “‘Ja":h“”d in "New Delh, Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn, Tundla Jn,, Etawah Jn, Kanpur Ceniral, Unnao Jn., Alshbagh,

cording to the Sameer aj uture. Deponent Jai bhag- . . Badshahnagar, Barabarki Jn., Gonda Jn, Bastl, Khalllabad, Gorakhpur Jn., Deoria Sadar, Siwan Jn.,
ted by thecoes. TP | |wanand Sunita G || e i Z0:13 | Salimoas Vi | 0X30 Blostorf el ‘Chinapra, Sonpu, Hallpur Jn., Muzaffarpur Jn,, Samastipur Jn. Dalsinah Sarai, Bavaunl Jn.
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Delhi’s pollution control drive
brings significant AQI improvement

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

elhi's air quality

has seen a signif-

icant improve-

ment, with the
Air Quality Index (AQI)
dropping nearly 50 points
from 353 to 305 in just one
day, thanks to efficient and
coordinated actions by the
government.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta, approximately 2000 en-
forcement teams are work-
ing around the clock to com-
bat pollution from waste
burning, vehicle emissions,
and construction dust.

The city has deployed var-
ious tools such as 376 anti-
smog guns, 266 water sprin-
Klers, and 91 mechanised
sweepers, all tracked by
GPS.

The government's ap-
proach includes 443 teams

focused on reducing burn-
ing of waste, 578 teams for
vehicular emissions cheeks,
and 378 teams monitoring
dust.

The mobile prosecution
teams consist of 505 offi-
cers, working within a strue-

tured framework that en-
hances real-time response
via the Green War Room.
They are concentrating on
13 pollution hotspots and
adjusting resources

on pollution levels and traf-
fic conditions.

Mayor reviews preparations
for Chhath Mahaparv

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

‘The Mayor of Delhi, Sardar
Raja Igbal Singh, has in-
spected preparations for the
upcoming Chhath Maha-
pary at key ghats in the city,
including Shyam Ghat and
Ram Ghat. During his visit,
he was accompanied by var-
ious officials and local lead-
ers. The Mayor emphasized
that Chhath Mahaparv rep-
resents the faith and unity of
Delhi's residents, and the
Municipal Corporation of
Dethi is working guickly to
ensure all necessary arrange-
ments for the festival.

The inspections focused
on essential aspects such as
cleanliness, lighting, power
supply, drainage, and ac-
cessibility for devotees. The
Mayorannounced that spe-

Greater Noida gears
as devotees prepare

Ajeet Kumar
Greater Noida

The city is getting ready to
celebrate one of its most
revered festivals, Chhath
Puja, with devotion and
grandeur. Devotees will of-
fer Arghya to the setting
sunon the evening of Octo-
ber 27 and to the rising sun
on the morning of October
28. To ensure smooth cele-
brations, the Greater Noida
Authority has undertaken
extensive preparations
across the city's artificial
ponds, where the rituals are
traditionally performed.
Water will be filled in these
ponds a day before the fes-
tival, allowing devotees to
perform their prayers with-
out any inconvenience.

Chhath Mahapnn' draws
alarge number of devotees
in Greater Noida every year.
Tn anticipation of the festi
val, the CEO of the Greater
Noida Authority, N.G. Ravi
Kumar, directed all work-
cirele officers to oversee the
repair of artificial ponds in

cial teams have been organ-
ized for sanitation, lighting,
fogging, and waste manage-
ment to keep the ghatsclean
and safe for worshippers.
He added that sanitation
workers are actively cleaning
and mmm'mg waste from
the ghats to prevent any in-

their respective areas. The

instructions emphasized
proper eleaning, water sup-
ply, and lighting arrange-
ments. Following these di-
rectives, the project depart-
ment has been actively
restoring the city’s ponds
and ghats, ensuring they
are ready for devotees,
Among the key Chhath
Ghats in the city are those
near TEC College in Knowl-
edge Park I, the Haibatpur
Community Center, the

convenience to the public.

Under the guidance of
Chief Minister Mrs. Rekha
Gupta, the Mayor noted that
this year's preparations are
exceptional, aiming to pro-
vide a clean, safe, and well-
organized environment for
all participants.

Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa em-
phasized that the strategy
for managing pollution is
based on scientific data and
aims to ensure clean air for
all reside He acl vl

while also indicating the
guvemmu:nl 's commitment
to long-term actions, in-
cluding future enhanee-
ments such as adding 70
more mechanised sweep-
ers and anti-smog devices,
as well as promoting inno-
vations through initiatives
like the Clean Air Challenge.

In terms of enforcement,
the city has organized com-
prehensive teams to man-
age dust from construction
sites and implement strict
regulations against open
burning. With dedicated
day and night patrols in
place involving overa thou-
sand ‘personnel, the gov-
ernment closely monitors
compliance with environ-
mental regulations.

Additionally, Delhi is ad-
vancing towards a sustain-
able transportation model
by tra toan elec-

edged the improvements

tric vehicle fleet to cut down

on emissions from tradi-
tional vehicles. This shift,
along with the installation of
the anti-smog infrastruc-
ture, shows a proactive
commitment to ongoing air
quality management.

The winter action plan
contains a focus on science
and innovation, including
upcoming cloud seeding
ecollaboration with II'T Kan-
pur and IMD, pending
weather conditions. The
city's efforts also led to the
biomining of over 136 lakh
tonnes of legacy waste, with
no landfill fires reported in
2025, marking a significant
achievement.

Minister Sirsa highlight-
ed the importance of con-
tinuous effort to maintain
cleaner air, advising that
air quality improvement
should be seen as an every-
day commitment rather
than a one-time event.

Four wanted Bihar
gangsters Kkilled in police
encounter in Rohini

New Delhi

Four wanted criminals
legedly involved in multi-
ple cases of murder in Bi-
har were killed in a
shootout with a joint team
of Delhi Police and Bihar
Police in Rohini in the ear-
Iy hours of Thursday, po-
lice said.

The accused, identified
as Ranjan Pathak (235),
Bimlesh Mahto alias Bim-
lesh Sahni (25), Manish
Pathak (33) and Aman
Thakur (21), all residents
of Bihar's Sitamarhi dis-
trict, were part of the 'Sig-
ma Gang', they said.

The encounter, which
took place around 2.20 am
on Bahadur Shah Marg in
Rohini, was one of the
biggest earried out in Del-
hi in recent years, police
said.

The accused, who were
wanted for heinous erimes,
including multiple mur-
ders and extortion, were
reportedly planning to car-

1y out eriminal activities in
Bihar ahead of the Assem-
bly elections scheduled
next month.

A police source said
they had committed a mur-
der in Bihar after the mod-
el code of conduct came
into place for the elections
on October 6.

Ranjan Pathak, the king-
pin of the gang carrying a
bounty of Rs 25,000 for in-
formation leading to his
arrest, was reportedly
wanted in eight eriminal
cases,

The encounter took
place when the joint team
launched an operation to
trace the accused, who
were reportedly hiding in
Delhi for the past several
days, a senior police officer
said.

During the operation,
the accused allegedly
opened fire at the police
team, prompting retalia-
tory action that left all four
injured, the officer said.

Chhath Puja to be organized at over 1300 ghats
across Delhi; Delhi Govt. working at a war footing

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
The Government of Delhi
is actively preparing for a
grand celebration of
Chhath Puja 2025 at over
1300 ghats throughout the
city.

Hon'ble Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Vinay Kumar Saxena
and Minister Kapil Mishra
on Thursday inspected Va-
sudev Ghat to ensure all
arrangements are thor-
oughly eompleted.

They stressed the im-
portance of cleanliness,
lighting, security, and traf-
fic management to provide
a smooth experience for
devotees.

This year’s celebrations
are set to be the largest
ever in Delhi, marking a
Thistoric scale of organiza-

up for Chhath Puja
to offer Arghya

e
Cherry County Society in
Techzone-4, and two more
ghats within Techzone-4.
Additional ghats are located
in Sector 3, Sector P-3,
Kulesra, and Sector Zeta-IL
These locations will serve as
designated spots for devo-
tees to offer their Arghya to
the Sun,

All repair work at these
ghats has now been com-
pleted, and cleaning
arrangements have been fi-
nalized. ACEO Prerna Singh

Shops in Old Delhi's Katra
Neel sealed following SC order

New Delhi
Several shops in Katra
Neel, Chandni Chowk,
were sealed on Thursday
following a Supreme
Court order, said Sanjay
Bhargaw of the Chandni
Chowk Traders Associa-
tion.

He said that around
eight shops were sealed on
Thursday by the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD), while 750 shops
were listed in the court
hearing.

However, after reach-
ing out to the MCD, no
immediate response was
received from the official,

Praveen Shankar
Kapoor, general secretary
of Chandni Chowk Nagrik
Manch, clarified that the
MCD acted on a directive
from the Supreme Court
after a resident of Katra
Neel filed a petition.

“This sealing was not
the MCD's initiative. If
the traders had ap-
proached the court in

time, legal relief could
have been obtained,”
Kapoor said.

He added that under
the Delhi Master Plan
2021, most parts of Katra
Neel are designated com-
mercial and the proposed
Master Plan 2041 shows
the entire area as 100 per
cent commercial. Howev-
er, trade associations
failed to present these
facts before the Supreme
Court through competent

has instructed the Electrical
Engineering and Water De-

lents to ensure that all
ghats have proper lighting
and adequate water supply
for devotees. According to
ACEO Sumit Yadav, all nec-
essaryarrangements are be-
ing made to facilitate a com-
fortable and safe environ-
ment for the celebrations.

The Authority has also
opened channels for devo-
tees who wish to perform
rituals at other ponds or
water bodies. Those secking
additional cleaning or light-
ing arrangements can noti-
fy the administration, which
will make the necessary pro-
visions. Senior managers
have been instructed to vis-
it the designated Chhath
Puja sites and ensure that
any remaining tasks are
completed promptly.

With these preparations,
Greater Noida is set to wit-
ness the Chhath Puja festi-
val in full fervor, combining
devotion, tradition, and
community spirit.

4 1

tion along the Yamuna,
The government is dedi-

cated to making this event

amemorable and cultural-

ly enriching experience for

the devotees,

During the inspection,
Kapil Mishra highlighted
the extensive planning in-
volved and reassured that

all p ions will be

under Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta’s leadership, allow-
ing devotees to perform
traditional rituals on the
banks of the Yamuna.
Kapil Mishra criticized
the previous government
for banning Chhath Puja,
stating that it insulted the
Purvanchali community.
He asserted that the cur-
rent government supports
all devotees and has lifted
the ban, enabling them to
celebrate the festival with
pride and self-respect.
Kapil Mishra hasized
that the Government of
Delhi is committed to fol-
lowing through on 1ts
ises to the

completed on time.

He noted that this
Chhath Puja is especially
significant as it is the first

ATS Nobility residents fed up
with poor roads in Gr Noida West

Noida

The residents of the ATS
Nobility and the Golf
Homes societies, located
near Shahberi in Greater
Noida West, are fed up
with poor road infrastruc-
ture. Their biggest com-
plaint coneerns the road
leading to Shahberi.

The stench of open
drains, accumulated
garbage and filth along this
road not only raise ques-
tions about cleanliness but
also pollute the environ-
ment. Ilegal roadside ven-
dors and food stalls add to
their woes. These not only
contribute to encroach-
ment but also cause per-
sistent traffic jams.

Many residents also re-
ported that some anti-so-
cial elements openly con-
sume aleohol, seriously im-
pacting the peace and se-
curity of the area. When
people protest, the drunk-
ards resort to violence.
They have filed numerous
complaints with the
Greater Noida Authority

The stench of open
drains, accumu-
lated garbage and
filth along this road
not only raise
questions about
cleanliness but also
pollute the envi-
ronment. lllegal
roadside vendors
and food stalls add
to their woes.

and departments con-
cerned, but no action has
been taken.

The locals' patience is
wearing thin with this
Shahberi U-turn as it takes
30-40 minutes to cover
just 200 meter distance.
The alternative route,
which passes next to the
AIIMS site, tells its own
tale of misery.

The road is completely
unpaved and riddled with

large potholes. It has be-
come the main route for
school buses and thou-
sands of vehicles. Dust bil-
lows throughout the day,
posing a constant threat
of accidents. The locals
have even complained to
the environment depart-
ment and the pollution
control board.

The residents have
made three demands to
the Greater Noida Indus-
trial Development Author-
ity and other departments
concerned. They demand
immediate cleaning of the
garbage along Shahberi
Road. They also demand
that the open drain also be
covered. The unpaved road
near the AIIMS site be
paved as soon as possible.
Furthermore, the gathering
of aleoholics should be
eliminated. AK Singh, sen-
ior manager of the Greater
Noida Authority, said that
a survey would be con-
ducted to address the prob-
lems related to the Shah-
beri Road.

Improved Yamuna water brings relief to Noida Chhath devotees

E

Noida
As the Chhath festival ap-
proaches, preparations are in
full swing across the city.
Migrant families from west-
ern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
are already experiencing the
spirit of Chhath.

“This time, the clear waters
of the Yamuna River have
brought both peace and ex-
citement to the faces of
Chhath devotees, Last year,
the Chhath devotees had to
perform the puja by wading
through the froth and dirty
swamps of the Yamuna. The
filth and foam on the river
banks caused immense in-

legal rep ion

e

But this time the situa-
tion is different. The water of
the Yamuna appears much
cleaner than before. The
work of removing the

garbage accumulated on the
Yamuna River near Okhla
Barrage isgoing onata war
footing. The local adminis-

tration and puja committees

are jointly engaged in clean-
ing the ghats. The water of
the Yamuna flowing through
Delhi is now clear, replacing
the foam.

Chhath Puja committee
president Sujit Kesari and of-
ficial Avinash Singh ex-
plained that women had to
wade through dirty swamps
to complete their fast, caus-

tv and ensuring a signifi-
cant and respectful cele-
bration of Chhath Puja this
year.

Shops in Old
Delhi's Katra Neel
sealed following
SC order

New Delhi
Several ahups in Katra Neel,

Chowk, were sealed

on Thursday following a
Supreme Court order, said
Sanjay Bhargaw of the
Chandni Chowk Traders As-
sociation.

He said that around eight
shops were sealedon Thurs-
day by the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD),
while 750 shops were listed
in the court hearing,

However, after reaching
out to the MCD, no imme-
diate response was received
from the official.

Praveen Shankar Kapoor,
general secretary of Chand-
ni Chowk Nagrik Manch,
clarified that the MCD acted
on a directive from the
Supreme Court after a resi-
dent of Katra Nee! filed a pe-
tition.

"This sealing was not the
MCD's initiative. If the
traders had approached the
court in time, legal relief
could have been obtained,”
Kapoor said.

He added that under the
Delhi Master Plan 2021,
most parts of Katra Neel are
designated commercial and
the proposed Master Plan
2041 shows the entire area as
100 per cent commercial.
However, tradeassociations
failed to present these facts
before the Supreme Court
through competent legal rep-
resentation.

“"Despite opportunities
pm\'ulul by the MCD and
officers, the con-

to devotees, They said there
was a ray of hope this time:
“The Yamuna's water is
clean, and the ghats are be-
ing cleaned on time. Devo-
tees will be able to offer
prayers tothe Sun God with-
out any hassle."

cerned trade associations
did not take the necessary
steps to secure relief,”
Kapoor said, adding that
negligence in hiring a capa-
ble lawyer has left traders
paving the price, with their
shops now sealed.




Air quality
remains poor
in Haryana
Punjab

Chandigarh
Air quality in parts of
Haryana was record-
ed in the poor and very
poor categories, while it
was poor in neighbour-
ing Punjab on Thursday.

The Air Quality Index
(AQT) in Dharuhera in
Maryana’s Rewari dis-
trict stood at 338 at 10
am, according to Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) data.

Jind and Rohtak too
recorded very poor air
quality with an AQI of
?05 and 302 respective-
y.

Among places where
AQI'was in poor category
included Ambala (248),
Bhiwani (251), Charkhi
Dadri (263), Gurugram
(230), Panchkula (257),
Panipat (275), Kuruk-
shetra (249), Karnal
(207), Fatehabad (277)
and Sonepat {226).

In Punjab, Mandi
Gobindgarh recorded an
AQT of 274, Jalandhar
213, Ludhiana 251, Pa-
tiala 119, Amritsar 151,
Khanna 152, Rupnagar
157 and Bathinda go.

Chandigarh, the com-
mon capital of Punjab
and Haryana, recorded
an AQI of 129.

An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered
‘good’, 51 and 100 ‘sat-
isfactory’, 101 and 200
‘moderate’, 201 and 300
‘poor’, 301 and 400 ‘very
poor’, 401 and 450 ‘se-
vere’ and above 450 ‘se-
vere plus’.

At 484 stubble
burning

cases in Punjab
spiked over
past week
PPCB data

Chandigarh
Punjab recorded 484
stubble burning inei-

its from September
15 to October 22, mark-
ing a sharp increase of
206 from the 188 cases
recorded till October 16,
Punjab Pollution Con-
trol Board (PPCB) data
showed.

As per the data, Tarn
Taran  witnessed the
highest number of farm
fires at 154, followed
by Amritsar at 126,
Ferozepur 55, Patiala 31
and Gurdaspur 23, as
many farmers continue
to ignore government
appeals to stop crop res-
idue burning.

Stubble burning in
Punjab and Haryana is
often blamed for the rise
in air pollution in Del-
hi-NCR.

As the window for the
Rabi crop, wheat, is very
short after paddy har-
vest in October and No-
vember, some farmers
set their fields on fire to
quickly clear off the crop
residue.

Fines amounting to
Rs 11.45 lakh have been
imposed as environmen-
tal compensation in 226
cases so far, according to
PPCB data. Of the total
fing, Rs 7.40 lakh has
been collected so far.

The data also showed
that 184 FIRs, including
61 in Tarn Taran and 53
in Amritsar, were regis-
tered against farm fire
incidents during this pe-
riod under Section 223
(disobedience of order
promulgated by public
servant) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

State authorities have
also marked 187 red
entries, mostly in Tarn
Taran and Amritsar, in
land records of farmers
who burnt crop residues.

RAdvt Contact:
9818-199941
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Punjab CM seeks relaxation in Paddy
procurement norms amid flood damage

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

unjab Chief Minis-
Pter Bhagwant Sin-
gh Mann has urgecl
the Centre to relax uni-
form specifications for
{mdd_v procurement in
ight of widespread crop
damage caused by recent
floods. During an in-
spection of proeurement
operations in local grain
markets on Thursday,
Mann said that heavy
rains and flooding had
led to increased mois-
ture content, discoloura-
tion, and grain damage,
making it difficult for
farmers to meet existing
procurement standards.
Mann said he had al-
ready requested the Un-
ion government to con-
sider these exceptional
circumstances and allow
flexibility to ensure that
affected farmers are not
penalized. “The food
growers have suffered
huge losses due to in-
clement weather. The
Government of India
should provide relaxa-
tion in specifications to
facilitate  smooth pro-

curement,” he said.
Despite the flood dev-
astation, Punjab is still
expected to contribute
around 170 lakh metric
tonnes (LMT) of pad-
dy to the national pool
this season. Mann said
the state government
has made elaborate ar-

rangements across 1,822
regular purchase eenters
notified for Kharif Mar-
keting Season 2025-26
to ensure a smooth pro-
curement process.
According to official
data, 63.49 lakh metrie
tonnes of paddy have
arrived in the mandis so
far, out of which 61.01
lakh metric tonnes have
already been procured.
The Chief Minister said

that 91.80 percent of

the procured paddy
had been lifted within

Haryana govt writes to
Centre for CBI probe into
death of ex-Punjab DGP’s son

Chandigarh

The Ilarvana govern-
ment has written to the
Centre, recommending a
CBI probe into the death
of the son of former Pun-
jab DGP Mohammad
Mustafa, sources said on
Thursday.

The investigation will
be handed over to the
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) once the
Centre accepts the state
gowmmenf S request,
they sai

Mustafa and his wife
Razia Sultana, a former
Punjab minister, have
been booked by the Har-
yana Police in connec-
tion with the death of
their 35-year-old son Agil
Akhter,

Akhter was found dead
at his residence in Tarya-
na’s Panchkula on Octo-
ber 16. Alsa booked in the
case are Akhter’s wife and
sister.

The FIR was registered
on October 20 under
Sections 103 (1) and 61
that deal with murder
and criminal conspira-
cy charges, after a man
named  Shamshuddin
from Punjab’s Malerkotla
filed a complaint alleging
foul play in the death.

The complainant al-
leged that Akhter died
under “suspicious  cir-
cumstances”, the police
had earlier said.

Shamshuddin had told
the Panchkula police that
he knew the family quite
well.

The investigation
will be handed over
to the Central Bu-
reau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) once the
Centre accepts the
state government’s
request, they said.

The complainant in the
case has given an account
of a purported video re-
corded by Akhter in Au-
gust, in whic_h he has lev-
elled serious allegations
against his father and
other family members.

Mustafa, a retired
1985-batch IPS officer,
served as Punjab DGP
(human rights), while his
wife was a minister in the
previous Congress gov-
ernment in the state.

Mustafa has dismissed
as  “completely false”
all allegations levelled
against him and his fami-
ly in connection with the
death of his son.

The Mustafa family
has said that Aqil was
undergoing treatment at
a hospital in Panchkula
as he had become “psy-
chotic” and was not m
sound mental health.

Addressing the media
in Saharanpur on Tues-
day, the former DGP had
said he welcomed the
police case registered
against him and his wife
, as the investigation
would “reveal the truth™.

72 hours, as per state
norms, and payments
worth  Rs  13,073.07
crore have been made
to farmers. “The state
government is ensuring
that every farmer re-
ceives payment within
24 hours of selling their
crop,” he said.

Mann  credited the
state machinery for en-
suring timely procure-
ment, transportation,
and lifting of paddy from
mandis. “The operations
have been smooth and

Mann said he had
already requested
the Union govern-
ment to consider
these exceptional
circumstances  and
allow flexibility to
ensure that affected
farmers are not pe-
nalized.

hassle-free  because of
our proactive planning.
Farmers have not faced
any inconvenience in
selling their produce,”
he said.

Taking aim at the Un-
ion government, Mann
accused it of “step-moth-
erly treatment” towards
Punjab during this eri-
sis. Ile said the state is
yet to receive Rs 1,600
crore in flood relief an-
nounced by the Prime
Minister. “The Centre
should stop discrimi-
nating against Punjab,
which is both the food
bowl and the sword arm
of the nation,” he said.

Highlighting his gov-
ernment’s priorities,
Mann said health, ed-
ucation, power, water,
and infrastructure re-
main top focus areas. He
said his administration
has made major strides
in improving public ed-
ucation through Schools

of Eminence, where 265
students have qualified
for JEE Mains, 44 for
JEE Advanced, and 848
for NEET,

In the healtheare sec-
tor, Mann said 881 Aam
Aadmi Clinies are oper-
ational across Punjab,
providing free medicines
to 1.75 crore people, and
the number will soon
cross 1,000. Ile add-
ed that go percent of
households now receive
zero electricity bills due
to reforms in the power
sector, giving major fi-
mn(‘lal relief to the pub-

The Chief Ministeralso
announced that he will
invite President Droupa-
di Murmu to Punjab for
a series of events com-
memorating the 350th
martyrdom anniversary
of the Ninth Sikh Guru,
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
Ji. The state government
will organize the events
primarily in Sri Anand-
pur Sahib to honor the
Guru's supreme sacri-
fice and spread his mes-
sage of secularism, hu-
manism, and resistance
against tyranny.

“These events will be
organized with  deep
reverence. Gurw Tegh
Bahadur Ji's sacrifice is
unparalleled in human
history and continues
to inspire us to uphold
freedom and justice,”
Mann said.

Father-son duo
held in Hoshiarpur
shooting case

Hoshiarpur (Punjab):
A man and his son, want-
ed in an attack on a jew-
ellery shop here, were
arrested after a Dbrief
encounter with police on
Thursday, officials said,

Krishan Gopal, a res-
ident of village Bain-
cha, and his son Keshav
Bawa were apprehend-
ed by the Anti-Gangster
‘Task Force (AGTF) Pun-
jab in a joint operation
with Hoshiarpur police,
Director General of Po-
Tlice (DGP) Gaurav Yaday
said.

In the exchange of fire,
Bawa was injured after
being hit on his right leg,
the officials said.

A .3e-caliber pistol
along with live cartridg-
es was recovered from
the duo, and their mo-
toreyele bearing a fake
number plate was im-
pounded, they said.

The arrested men
were allegedly involved
in the October 18 attack
at a jewellery shop. Two
assailants on motorcy-
cles had opened fire at
the shop, police said.

Following the attack,
the shop owner received
a threat call from an un-
known foreign number
demanding Rs 20 lakh
in extortion, the DGP
said.

An FIR was registered
at Mahilpur police sta-

Haryana leads in farmers’ welfare
with highest sugarcane MSP: CM Salm

Shiv Kumar

New Delhi
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini reaf-
firmed the government’s
commitment to the wel-
fare of farmers, saying
that hoth the Cen‘rral
and State Governments,
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, are continu-
ously taking steps to en-
hance farmers™ income
and strengthen the rural
econonmy.

Interacting with farm-
ers at his residence, Sant
Kabir Kutir, the Chief
Minister said that the
recent increase in the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for sugarcane is
a reflection of this com-
mitment. Farmers from
Kurukshetra, Yamunan-
agar, and several oth-
er districts met him to
express their gratitude
for the Diwali announce-
ment, ealling it an unex-
pected and welcome gift.

Expressing happiness
over the move, farmers
thanked the Chief Min-
ister and conveyed their
appreciation to Prime
Minister Modi for the
decision that, they said,
would bring relief and
prosperity to the farm-
ing community.

The Chief Minister
said thatthe price of ear-
ly-variety sugarcane has
been raised from T400
to T415 per quintal, and
that of late-variety sug-
arcane from %393 to

Haryana Chief Ministor Sh. Nayab Singh Saini being thanked by sugarcans farmers in Chandigarh for inereasing the
sugarcane price.

Krishan Gopal, a
resident of village
Baincha, and his son
Keshav Bawa were
apprehended by the
Anti-Gangster Task
Force (AGTF) Punjab
in a joint operation
with Hoshiarpur po-
lice, Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP)
Gaurav Yadav said.

tion under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
and the Arms Aet.

A fresh FIR has been
registered under sec-
tions 109 (attempt to
murder), 221(obstruet-
ing public servant in
discharge of functions),
132 (assaulting or using
criminal force against
a public servant), 3(5)(a
criminal act committed
by multiple people) of
BNS and Section 25 of the
Arms Act following the
encounter, police said.

Sharing  operational
details, additional DGP,
AGTF, Promod Ban said
police teams from AGTF
and Tloshiarpur distriet
conducted  investiga-
tions to identify the sus-
pects.

Punjab sees
decline in
farm fire
incidents:
Minister
Aman Arora

Chandigarh
Punjab Cabinet minister
Aman Arora on Thurs-
day said the state has
witnessed 9o per cent
decline in stubble burn-
ing incidents during the
September 15 to October
21 period in comparison
to farm fires in corre-
sponding period in 2021.

He said the number
of stubble burning inci-
dents stood at 415 dur-
ing S ber 15 to Oc-

%408 per quintal. Ie
noted that this increase
not only recognizes the
‘hard work of farmers but
also strengthens their
economic condition. “By
offering the highest sug-
arcane support price in
the country, Haryana re-
affirms its commitment
to farmers’ welfare,” he
said, adding that the
move will give a new im-
petus to the state’s agri-
cultural economy.
Ilighlighting  Ilarya-
na's record in_agricul-
tural reforms, the Chief
Minister said it is the
first state in the coun-
try to procure all crops
at MSP, with payments
made within 48 hours of
procurement. Through
the Meri Fasal Mera
Byora portal, pavments
worth %1.58 lakh crore
Thave been directly trans-

ferred into the accounts
of 12 lakh farmers over
11 procurement seasons.
He also pointed out
that Ilaryana was the
first state to implement
the Bhavantar Bharpai
Yojana, under which in-
centives of $135.37 crore
have been deposited di-
rectly into the accounts
of 29,864 farmers for 21
fruits and vegetables.
Saini further informed
that compensation for
ecrop damage due to
heavy rains or natural
disasters has been in-
creased to ¥15,000 per
acre, Additionally, claims
worth 9,626 crore have
been disbursed to 33
lakh farmers under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana. Over the
past 11 years, the state
has released 15,627
crore in compensation

to farmers for crop loss-
es caused by natural ca-
lamities.

During the interac-
tion, the Chief Min-
ister sought feedback
on the paddy procure-
ment process and other
crop-related systems in
the mandis. Farmers
expressed  satisfaction
with the arrangements
and said they were not
facing any issues in
selling their produce.

Chairman of Mar-
ket Committee Pehowa
Tarun Warriach, Ram-
gopal Rana from Yamu-
nanagar, Sarpanch
Rajkumar from Vyas-
pur, Madan Rana from
Jalbehera, Sarpanch
Balwinder Singh, Jagjit
Singh, and Nambardar
Gian Singh were among
those present during the
interaction.

AAP lashes out BJP for circulating ‘fake video’ targeting CM Mann

Chandigarh
Punjab’s ruling AAP par-
ty on Thursday lashed
out at the BJP, accusing
it of indulging in char-
acter assassination of
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann by allegedly
circulating a fake video
on social media target-
ing him.

Addressing reporters in
Morinda, Mann slammed
the BJP, saying, “except a
fake (video), what else do
they have?”

On Tuesday, the Pun-
jab Police registered
a case against Cana-
da-based Jagman Sam-
ra for allegedly posting
“vulgar” content on so-
cial media that could
“incite hatred and enmi-

ty."Subsequently, a Mo-
hali court on Wednes-
day issued directions to
Facebook and Google to
take the video down.

Addressing the me-
dia in Chandigarh, AAP
MP and spokesperson
Malvinder Singh Kang
condemned the BJP
for its attempts to de-
fame the chief minister
through the distribution
of a fake video allegedly
created using artificial
intelligence.

“The video was made
with the sole intention
of defaming our beloved
chief minister and con-
ducting character assas-
sination,” he stated.

Kang claimed the vid-
eo went viral, empha-

Chief M

ister Bhagwanr Mann

sising that many BJP
leaders, including offi-
cial party bearers and
spokespersons, played
significant roles in am-

plifying it.

“A teacher’s son (Bhag-
want Mann) is leading
the state effectively. If the
BJP cannot finish him

politically, it has now re-
sorted to indulging in his
character  assassination
by making his fake vid-
eo viral on social media.
That is BJP’s politics,” he
added.

Kang also asserted
that while everyone has
the right to express their
opinions in politics, ere-
ating Al-driven fake vid-
eos to defame an elected
chief minister crosses an
unacceptable line.

“Punjab’s people will
answer this conspiracy
in due time. We con-
demn this plot by the
BJP in the strongest pos-
sible terms. If you try to
defame our leaders with
fake videos, you will not
be spared. Our party

will take stringent legal
action against you,” he
warned,

Another AAP leader,
Baltej Pannu, echoed
the condemnation of
the BJP for circulating
the fake video targeting
Mann, calling it a “des-
perate and disgraceful
attempt at character as-
sassination.”

Pannu noted that the
Mohali court has or-
dered the video to be
vemoved from all plat-
forms (Facebook and
Google) within 24 hours,
and  has  mandated
that it must not appear
in search results. Ile
warned of strict legal ac-
tion against anyone who
fails to comply.

tober zl as cnmpared to
4,327 in 2021,

Arora further said the
state saw 62 crop resi-
due burning incidents
on October 21 while it
was 597 on the same day
in 2021.

The reduction in stub-
ble burning ncidents,
according to the minis-
ter, was possible because
of the concerted efforts
of the state government
and the immense coop-
eration of farmers.

Arora further said the
state government has
provided over 1.50 lakh
crop residue manage-
ment (CRM) machines
to farmers at subsidised
rates to manage the pad-
dy straw effectively.

Ile also appealed to
farmers to join the mis-
sion ta bring stubble
burning cases to zero,
while assuring them of
the government’s unwa-
vering commitment and
support.

Meanwhile, Arora
lashed out at Delhi min-
ister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa for his remarks
blaming the AAP dis-
pensation in Punjab for
the toxic haze over the
national capital,

“The BJP-led govern-
ments are hell-bent on
defaming Punjab, Pun-
jabis and our farmers.
The recent allegations
by Sirsa, who directly
and shamelessly blamed
Punjab for Delhi's pol-
lution crisis and even
alleged a conspiracy by
the Punjab government,
are not just false, but are
a deliberate act of hatred
against Punjab and its
people,” alleged Arora
here.
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“Nitish Kumar: The Last Clean Face
in Bihar’s Murky Politics”

ihar, a land of intellect, struggle and re-

silience, stands again at a crossroads. The

2025 Assembly elections have reignited

the battle for the state’s moral and politi-

cal identity. Amid the chaos of caste align-
ments, muscle-money politics, and rampant corrup-
tion, one figure still evokes trust — Nitish Kumar. In
a political landscape darkened by criminality and
opportunism, he remains the only white-clad symbol
of credibility, a man whose personal honesty and ad-
ministrative sm:,emv separate him from the rest of
Bihar's tainted political tribe.

When one surveys Bihar’s political class today, the
picture is grim. Judicial observations themselves
have lamented the rising nexus between crime and
politics. Leaders accused in forgery scams, tick-
et-selling rackets, and financial embezzlements are
contesting elections with impunity. The corruption
is not hidden — it is visible, vulgar, and unashamed.
Yet, amidst this disillusioning environment, Nitish
Kumar’s clean image continues to command rare re-
spect. His public life has been as transparent as his
white kurta — unblemished, uncorrupted, and un-
tainted by personal greed.

Nitish Kumar's journey from a humble engineer
in the Indian Railways to the Chief Minister of Bihar
is not merely political; it is a testament to discipline,
honesty, and hard work. When he first assumed office
in 2005, Bihar was synonymous with lawlessness and
despair. What he inherited was a collapsed system —
crumbling roads, absent teachers, fleeing investors,
and terrified citizens. What he built was a state slowly
rediscovering governance. In his tenure, Bihar found
its road network, its electricity, and most important-
ly, its faith in government. The transformation of Bi-
har’s infrastructure was not an illusion of publicity
but a hard-earned outcome of his governance. The
bridges over the Ganga, the all-weather roads linking
remote villages, and the revived administrative cap-
ital of Patna all bear his signature of precision and
persistence.

Nitish Kumar understood that development was
not about announcing grand projects but about re-
storing dignity to everyday life. He made power sup-
ply reach the remotest hamlet, brought piped water
into homes, and ensured that a child in rural Bihar
could study under a working bulb. His Saat Nischay
Yojana became a blueprint of local development —
water, roads, sanitation, women's empowerment,
and skill creation. These were not mere political slo-
gans but life-changing interventions.

His most remarkable achievement remains the
empowerment of women. By reserving fifty percent
of seats for women in panchayats, he altered the
grammar of Bihar's politics forever. From the shad-
ows of the courtyard to the forefront of governance,
thousands of rural women emerged as decision-mak-
ers, entrepreneurs, and symbols of self-respect. 11is
initiatives like Mukhya Mantri Kanya Utthan Yojana
and the Cycle Yojana for schoolgirls have become leg-
endary for breaking social barriers and ensuring that

-

By Dr. Anil Singh

daughters do not drop out of schools because of pov-
erty or prejudice. Bihar’s literacy, gender ratio, and
girl-child enrolment improved dramatically under
his watch, reminding the state that progress can be
engineered with conscience.

On the question of caste, Nitish Kumar never prac-
ticed the divisive arithmetic that others thrive on. ITe
has represented social justice not as a slogan but as
astructural correction. The creation of the Mahadalit
category, targeted welfare for EBCs and minorities,
and hostels for backward-class students were meas-
ures rooted in fairness, not favourit Unlike his
contemporaries who used caste as an instrument of
survival, Nitish used it as a tool for inclusion. His
governance was designed to uplift, not to divide.

In an age when politics has become a theatre of
aggression, Nitish Kumar remains the calm centre
of Bihar’s turbulence. Ile does not shout; he per-
suades. I1e does not abuse; he argues. Ilis politics is
of dialogue, not demagoguery. Even when mocked or
misunderstood, he carries the dignity of a statesman,

I
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rarely crossing the line of civility. He has changed al-
liances, but never his moral compass. I oalition
shifts, often criticised as opportunism, are better un-
derstood as the pragmatism of a man trying to pre-
serve stability in a fractured polity. He has never used
hate, religion, or vendetta to sustain his power. In a
time when populism sells louder than principles, Ni-
tish Kumar remains a rare reminder that decency is
still possible in public life.

His decision to enforce prohibition in 2016 may
have been controversial, but it was born of conviction,
not calculation. It stemmed from genuine concern for
families destroyed by alcoholism. The ban reduced
domestic violence, improved family savings, and be-
came a moral marker of his governance — not without
flaws, but full of intent. This courage to take unpopu-
lar decisions sets him apart from populist politicians
who chase applause instead of reform.

As Bihar's political parties sink deeper into scandals
of bribery and ticket-trading, Nitish Kumar’s person-
al integrity becomes even more luminous. He stands
tall not because he is loud, but because he is clean. He
has no business empire, no nepotistic family empire,
and no secret deals. His relatives remain away from
politics, his personal life devoid of extravagance. In
an era where corruption is flaunted as cleverness, he
remains proof that honesty still has political value.

Critics say his charisma has faded, that his elector-
al base has shrunk. Yet, even they concede that his
credibility endures. He may not command crowds
through oratory, but he commands respect through
character. Bihar has had louder leaders, but none as
consistent in moral conviction. In a state where pow-
er is often pursued as personal wealth, Nitish Kumar
still treats it as public trust.

His contribution to governance is not limited to
roads and bridges. Ile institutionalised accountabili-
ty. The Public Grievance Redressal Act 2015 gave cit-
izens a right to demand administrative answers — a
revolutionary idea in a state where government once
meant inaccessibility. His focus on education and
health, on vocational training and start-ups, slowly
changed the mindset of Bihar’s youth. His belief that
development and dignity must go together made him
a symbol of hope for an entire generation.

Today, as Bihar prepares for yet another election
clouded by money, muscle, and manipulation, Nitish
Kumar's image stands like a moral mirror to the state.
Every candidate tainted by criminal cases, every lead-
er exposed in scams, every party that trades nom-
inations for cash makes his spotless record shine

brighter. He is the last ethical anchor in a decaying
system — the one man who still reminds the people
that politics can be clean, governance can be sincere,
and leadership can be selfless.

His political journey is also a story of endurance.
Few leaders have faced as much criticism from both
sides of the aisle and yet continued to command in-
stitutional respect. Whether aligned with the BJP or
standing against it, Nitish has never compromised on
Bihar’s interest. His politics is not of loyalty to a party
but of commitment to the state. That sense of duty,
detached from personal ambition, is what makes him
the last st of Bihar's conts ary history.

In the wider moral crisis that defines Indian pol-
itics, Nitish Kumar’s conduct becomes not just ex-
emplary but essential. Bihar needs to learn from his
example to rebuild a culture of political ethics. The
coming years must focus on institutionalising trans-
parency — declaring candidate finances, curbing
criminalisation, introducing state-funded campaigns,
and empowering local governments with fiscal au-
tonomy. Bihar should lead the way in establishing
an independent ethics commission to monitor polit-
ical conduct. That would be the true tribute to Nitish
Kumar’s legacy — turning his personal virtue into a
public value.

For the young generation disillusioned by cynical
politics, Nitish Kumar represents the possibility that
honesty and governance can coexist. He is the bridge
between the old ideals of service and the new de-
mands of development. His calm presence in Bihar's
noisy democracy offers the reassurance that morality
has not yet vanished from Indian public life.

Bihar’s politics today is a drought of decency. In this
drought, Nitish Kumar remains the last well of water

— the last clean source of faith. His journey proves

that leadership is not about theatrics but about trust.
As voters of Bihar approach the ballot once again,
they must remember that in choosing Nitish Kumar,
they are not merely electing a Chief Minister; they are
preserving the conscience of their state.

He has been mocked, doubted, and misunderstood,
vet never accused of corruption. le has been chal-
lenged by louder men, yet none more respected. In
a political ecosystem infested with greed, he stands
like a lone banyan of integrity, unshaken by wind or
temptation. Bihar’s destiny, once darkened by cyn-
icism, still flickers with hope because Nitish Kumar
continues to prove that politics, at its noblest, is not a
career but a calling.

If Bihar’s democracy still has a pulse, it beats in his
quiet resolve. Nitish Kumar’s legacy is not confined
to policy or power — it lies in the faith he restored,
the dignity he upheld, and the truth he practiced. In
a state drenched in deceit, he remains the last clean
face of politics — a reminder that one honest man
can still make the difference between chaos and con-
science.

The truth beyond festivals: Air pollution in
Indian cities is a year-round crisis

ir pollution in Indian cities today is not
A just an environmental problem, but a
profound threat to health, economy, and

social stability. Every year, as winter

! approaches or the festival of Diwali ap-
proaches, discussions about air pollution suddenly
intensify across the country. Images of haze and smog
fill news channels, newspapers, and social media. For
a few weeks, people wear masks, governments make
emergency plans, and then the issue is gradually for-
gotten. This tendency—to treat pollution as a sea-
sonal problem that lasts only a few days—is actually
the biggest mistake. Because air pollution in India is
not a temporary or limited problem to festivals, but
a multi-source, multi-sectoral challenge that persists
throughout the year.

Air quality remains poor throughout the year in
most Indian cities. According to the World Air Qual-
ity Report 2024, nine of the ten most polluted cities
in the world are in India, including Delhi, Ghaziabad,
Bhiwadi, Faridabad, and Ludhiana. Delhi’s average
PM 2.5 level was found to be eighteen times higher
than the World Health Organization’s limit. Attrib-
uting this solely to firecrackers during Diwali hides
the true extent of the problem. The main causes of
pollution are active year-round—vehicular exhaust,
industrial emissions, construction dust, burning of
garbage and stubble, particulate matter from thermal
power plants, and the use of domestic fuels.

Considering the problem merely seasonal also
leads to reactive policies. Governments only act
when pollution reaches its peak. Schools are closed
for a few days, odd-even schemes for vehicles are im-
plemented, firecrackers are banned, or construction
activities are temporarily halted. These measures
provide temporary relief but do not address the root
causes. As soon as the weather changes, all policies
become ineffective. This approach is meant to post-
pone the problem, not solve it.

The effects of air pollution aren’t limited to just a
few weeks. It impacts our bodies year-round. Accord-
ing to the World Health Organization, approximately
1.7 million people in India die prematurely each year
due to air pollution. A study by the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences found that cases of asthma, aller-
gies, and lung diseases among children in Delhi in-
creased by 10 to 15 percent throughout the year. This
proves that the effects of pollution are not seasonal,
but permanent.

Ttalso severely impacts the economy. A 2023 World
Bank report indicates that India loses more than a
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tenth of its gross domestic product each year due to
air pollution. Lost working days, increased health
expenditures, reduced productivity, and increased
medical burden all impact the country’s economic
progress.

When it comes to sources of air pollution, the
transportation sector is the biggest culprit. India has
millions of vehicles on the roads, most of which run
on petrol or diesel. Old trucks and buses emit signif-
icant amounts of smoke. The number of small vehi-
cles is so high that their emissions are continuously
increasing the amount of nitrogen oxides and fine
particles in the air. The industrial sector also contrib-
utes significantly to pollution. Many small and medi-
um-sized industries still do not use clean fuels. Old
boilers and coal-fired plants emit sulfur dioxide and
metallic particles.
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Dust from construction activities also contributes
to widespread pollution. Exposed soil on roads, open
piles of construction malerials, and the transporta-
tion of sand and cement in uncovered trucks release
particles into the air. Similarly, stubble burning in
Punjab and Iaryana annually poisons the air in cities
across North India. Research suggests that stubble
burning increases pollution levels in Delhi and sur-
rounding areas by 30 to 40 percent.

Burning household fuels such as wood, coal, or
dung cakes also significantly increases pollution lev-
els, especially among poor ¥ holds. Coal-fired

To prevent stubble burning in agriculture, it is
essential to provide technical and financial support
to farmers. Organic technologies like the Pusa De-
composer and ITappy Seeder machines are yielding
positive results, but they need to be widely promoted
and the subsidy system strengthened. Concrete steps
must be taken to encourage crop diversification and
replace rice with crops that require less water and
less residue.

Continuous emission monitoring systems should
be mandated in the industrial sector. It is essential
to install desulfurization units in coal-fired plants,
and promote the use of cleaner fuels such as LNG or
PNG. It is also important to rapidly transition to re-
newable energy sources such as solar and wind, so
that by 2030, India can obtain half its energy from
clean sources.

InLorpm'dtmg green infrastructure into urban

power plants still provide about 60 percent of the
country’s energy, and many of these older plants op-
erate without pollution control equipment.

Controlling all these sources requires a long-term
approach to policy and governance. Lack of coordina-
tion between the central, state, and municipal bodies
remains a major obstacle. Many cities lack air quality

is also crucial. Cities should adopt green
belts, rooftop plantings, open spaces conservation,
and modern street cleaning systems. Measures such
as covering and sprinkling water at construction sites
should be implemented regularly.

Administrative reforms are also necessary. The Air
Quality Management Commission should be given
greater powers to ensure effective coordination and

monitoring stations, preventing the availability of re-
alistic data. Public awareness is also extremely low.
Citizens associate pollution only with bad air days,
rather than considering it a daily responsibility. Un-
less society recognizes that clean air is a shared re-
sponsibility, the full impact of any policy will remain
elusive.

India launched the National Clean Air Programme
in 2019, aiming to reduce pollution levels in major
cities by 40 percent by 2026. This is a commendable
initiative, but it must be implemented with rigorous
monitoring and local enforcement, not just a budg-
etary announcement. Each city’s geographical and
industrial situation is different, so city-specific action
plans are needed rather than a blanket policy.

The transportation sector must rapidly transition
to clean energy. The proliferation of CNG, electric
vehicles, hydrogen fuel, and public transport is es-
sential. Following the implementation of the elec-
tric vehicle policy in Delhi, the share of EVs in new
vehicles has reached 17 percent. This demonstrates
that citizens embrace change if policies are clear
and incentivized.

en across states. Clean air campaigns in
schools, residential associations, and local groups
are useful for citizen participation. Measures such
as car-free days, public transport weeks, and waste
segregation can increase civic awareness.

From a technical perspective, we must move to-
wards data-driven policymaking. Real-time moni-
toring, satellite-based tracking, and the use of arti-
ficial intelligence can identify and predict pollution
sources. This will allow for action before a crisis
oceurs.

India should learn from other countries around
the world. Beijing, China, reduced pollution levels
by 35 percent between 2013 and 2020 by reducing
its dependence on coal, relocating industries out of
cities, and making public transportation cheaper.
Los Angeles, USA, overcame a smog crisis in the
1970s and cleaned its air through strict emission
standards and technological innovation. These ex-
amples clearly demonstrate that improvement is
possible if the government demonstrates strong
will, the public cooperates, and industries adopt
technology.
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Operation Sindoor shows India’s
power and readiness: Rajnath

Naval

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

efence Minister

Rajnath Singh on

Thursday hailed

the Indian Navy's
decisive role in Operation
Sindoor, describing it as a
symbol of India’s strength,
self-reliance, and readiness
to face any challenge. Ad-
dressing the Naval Com-
manders’ Conference in
New Delhi, Singh said the
operation sent a strong
global message that India is
always prepared to respond
to threats, whether at sea or
on land.

The minister praised the
Nawy's deterrent posture
during the operation, noting
that it compelled Pakistan's
naval assets to remain con-
fined to harbours or close to
their shores. Operation Sin-
door, launched in the after-
math of the Pahalgam terror
attack, saw the deployment
of the Navy's carrier battle
group, submarines, and avi-
ation units in the northern
Arabian Sea. According to
Singh, the forward-de-
ployed forces were ready to
strike strategic targets, in-
cluding in Karachi, under-
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scoring India’s growing
maritime strength.

Calling the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) the “centre
of contemporary geopoli-
ties,” Singh said it has be-
come an arena of both co-
operation and competition.
Inthis changing landscape,
he said, the Indian Navy
has emerged as a key stabi-
lizing and leadership force.
“The Navy's presence in the
IOR brings comfort to
friendly nations and dis-

ED takes strong action
against PLFI Chief Dinesh

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has filed a
Supplementary Prosecu-
tion Complaint (PC) un-
der the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002 against the
self-styled chief of the
banned Naxal outfit Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front of
India (PLFI), Dinesh
Gope, along with 19 other
individuals and entities.
The complaint has been
Todged before the Special
PMLA Court in Ranchi,
marking a significant step
in the government's ef-
forts to dismantle the fi-
nancial networks that sus-
tain Naxal activities.

According to the ED,
its investigation revealed
that PLFI members en-
gaged in systematic ex-
tortion, levies, and other
illegal collections from
businesses, contractors,
and mining operations
across the region. The
proceeds of these criminal
activities are estimated
at around 20 crore,
which were allegedly used
to fund the organisation’s
violent activities, procure
weapons, and strengthen
its operational capabili-
ties.

Dinesh Gope, who is al-
ready in custody of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA), along with
other accused, is now fac-
ing additional legal seruti-
ny under PMLA. The ED
has so far traced 3.36
crore of criminal pro-
ceeds. which have been
attached, with further in-
vestigation ongoing. The
agency has stressed that
these measures aim to cut
off the economic lifelines
of Naxal outfits and pre-

Gope and associates

According to the
ED, its investiga-
tion revealed
that PLFI mem-
bers engaged in
systematic extor-
tion, levies, and
other illegal col-
lections from
businesses, con-
tractors, and
mining opera-
tions across the

region.
——
vent them from mobilis-
ing resources for terror-
ism and insurgency.
Experts note that fi-
nancial networks are of-
ten the hidden backbone
of such organisations, and
targeting them can sig-
nificantly disrupt their
operational capabilities.
By focusing on money
laundering and illegal
funding, authorities are
attempting to strike at
the root of insurgency
rather than just its visible
manifestations of vio-
lence. This move by ED
underscores the growing
focus on con-

comfort to those who s
to destabilize the region,” he
said.

Highlighting the Navy's
operational reach over the
past six months, Singh said
Indian ships, submarines,
and aircraft have been de-
ployed at an unprecedented
scale, ensuring the safe pas-
sage of around 335 mer-
chant vessels carrying 1.2
million metric tons of cargo
worth USD 5.6 billion. This,
he said, reflects India's

transformation into a trust-
ed and capable partner in
the global maritime econo-
my.

The minister urged the
navalleadership to advance
strategy and planning in
line with the world’s evolv-
ing challenges. “We must
work together in three ar-
eas: capability, people, and
partnerships,” Singh said.
“Capability means technol-
ogy and strength; people
include our sailors and their

families; and partnerships
extend to industries, aca-
demia, and international
cooperation. When these
three come together, our
Navy will become an even
more powerful force.”

Singh also emphasized
the role of technology and
innovation in modern war-
fare, noting that future con-
flicts will depend as much
on intelligence and data
systems as on ships and
submarines. He reiterated
the government's commit-
mentto self-reliance in de-
fense under the vision of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modji, calling the Navy a
“pillar of Aatmanirbhar
Bharat.”

Over the past decade,
about 67 percent of the
Navy's capital acquisition
contracts have gone to In-
dian industries, signaling a
decisive shift away from im-
port dependence. Singh said
the force is currently pur-
suing 194 innovation and
indigenization projects that
involve private firms, start-
ups, and young innovators.

He also underscored the
Navy's contribution to eco-
nomic and employment

growth, noting that every
ship and submarine built in
India adds momentum to
industrial development. Cit-
ing Project 17A, Singh said
ships with over 75 percent
indigenous content have
generated more than 1.27
lakh jobs at shipyards such
as Mazagon Dock Ship-
builders (MDL) and Garden
Reach Shipbuilders and En-
gineers (GRSE). Recent
contracts worth Rs 315
crore for constructing yard
crafts, he added, further
strengthen the Vocal for
Local initiative.

The minister also lauded
the Navy’s advancements
in maritime aviation, in-
cluding projects for Multi-
role Maritime Reconnais-
sance Aircraft and Naval
Shipborne Unmanned Aer-
ial Systems, which enhance
operational capability and
self-reliance.

“Technology provides an
edge,” Singh concluded,
“but geography, timing, and
human judgment remain
equally vital. The Indian
Navy represents not just
our maritime strength, but
the spirit of a confident,
self-reliant India.

VP praises India’s leap in global innovation
during meeting with Dr. Jitendra Singh

TSN/New Delhi
Vice-President C. P. Rad-
hakrishnan on Thursday
commended India’s re-
markable progress in sci-
ence and technology, lauding
the nation's steady rise on
the global innovation land-
scape. His remarks came
during a meeting with Union
Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) for Science &
Technology and Earth Sci-
ences, Dr. Jitendra Singh, at
Parliament House, where
the Minister briefed him on
key scientific and techno-
logical advancements.

systems, meteorological serv-
ices, climate and ocean stud-
ies, and disaster risk mitiga-

.3

81st in 2015 to 38th in
2025—reflecting a signifi-
cant rise in patents, scientif-

computing. He also empha-
sised the need to ensure eth-
ical practices in biotechnol-
ogy research and to inspire
young minds to take up ca-
reers in science and innova-
tion.

The Vice-President un-
derscored the value of
stronger collaboration be-
tween government, acade-
mia, and industry to sustain
India’s scientific momen-
tum. He also drew attention
to the rapid progress madein
weather forecasting and the
expanding opportunities
within the blue economy,
which he described as a cru-
cial driver for sustainable
growth.

Calling for continued in-
ternational cooperation, Shri
Radhakrishnan said that
global par hips are es-

Dr. Singh, accompanied tion. ic publications, and tech-
by senior officials from the The Vice-President  nology-led industrial growth.
Ministries, presented an praised the concerted efforts Highlighting some of In-
overview of major initiatives ~ of the Ministries infostering ~ dia’s landmark achieve-
a]l‘ﬂEd atpromoting research  a strong, innovati mn dnven mems Slm Radh: sknshnan

ion, technology and
deve]upment and commer- [ndm s mpablhhs in ﬁunher vaccine devel lhe
ialization. The di i ies. Henoted that  creation of BharatGenAl —
covered areas including India's positionin theGlob-  India’s large language mod-
biotechnology, quantum  alInnovation Index hadim- — and the country’s grow-

computing, cyber-security

Indian Railways'

proved dramatically—from

12,075

special trains provide relief to
millions of passengers: Vaishnav

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
Indian Railways has
launched 12,075 special
trains to help millions of
passengers during the Dur-
ga Puja, Dussehra, Diwali,

and Chhath festivals.
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnav shared this infor-
mation with the media at the
Ministrty of Railways' Na-
tional War Room, high-
lighting new initiatives
aimed atimproving passen-
ger for festive

tainment of insurgent and
terrorist groups, signaling
a tougher approach to-
ward dismantling not just
the violent actions but
also the funding mecha-
nisms that sustain such
outfits. The ongoing in-
vestigation will continue
to track assets, bank ac-
counts, and other finan-
cial channels associated
with PLFI, ensuring a
comprehensive approach
to curbing its influence.

travel.

The Railway Minister
mentioned that special at-
tention is being given to
train i and infra-

units have been established
at New Delhi station to en-
hance passenger comfort,
allowing for the accommo-
dation of over 7,000 people
at once.

Additional facilities in the
holding area include auto-
matic ticket vending ma-
chines for unreserved tickets
and free drinking water for
all passengers. Monitoring
rooms have been set up at
major stations to track
crowds using 24-hour CCTV
surveillance.

The Railway Minister not-
ed that stations like Udhna,
Bandra, and Ahmedabad
are also seeing significant

structure development. Key
officials from the Railway
Board, including Chairman
Satish Kumar, were also
present at the briefing. The
war room is equipped with
CCTV cameras at major sta-
tions to monitor crowd sizes
and activities. Permanent
holding areas with 150 toilet

traffic. To cater to
the high demand, special
trains are being operated
alongside regular services,
including on-demand un-
reserved trains.

Minister Ashwini Vaish-
nav is actively supervising
operations, having person-
ally inspected major stations
in Delhi.

ing expertise in quantum

sential to ensure India re-
mains at the forefront of sci-
entificadvancement and in-
novation.

CBI raids suspended
DIG Bhullar’s
Chandlgarh home again

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi
The Central Bureau of In-

vestigation (CBI) on Thurs-
day conducted another
round of searches at the
Sector 40 residence of sus-
pended DIG, Ropar Range,
Harcharan Singh Bhullar,
as the probe into alleged
corruption, disproportionate
assets, and misuse of official
position continues to widen.

Bhullar, an IPS officer of
the 2009 batch, was arrest-
ed earlier this month after
being canght in a CBI trap
linked to a bribery case. He
remains in judicial custody
whileinvestigators dig deep-
erinto hissources of wealth
and financial dealings.

Officials said the fresh
raid, the second within two
weeks, aimed to track unac-
counted assets and scruti-
nise money trails connected
toBhullarand his associates.
During the earlier raid, the
agency had recovered over
7.5 crore in cash, around
2.5 kilograms of gold jew-
ellery, high-end watches,
and a collection of property
papers pointing to benami
holdings. The CBI is nowex-
amining bank transactions,
locker contents, and prop-
erty documents seized dur-
ing the previous searches
to establish the full scale of
Bhullar’s assets.

The suspended officer’s
arrest on October 16 fol-
lowed a complaint by a Fate-
hgarh Sahib-based scrap
dealer, who alleged that
Bhullar had demanded a
monthly payment to “settle”
apending police case. Acting
on thetip-off, the CBI caught
Bhullar’s aide red-handed
while accepting T8 lakh on
his behalf. Bhullarwas sub-
sequently taken into cus-
tody and later suspended
under Rule 3(2) of the All In-
dia Services (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, which man-

dates suspension for any of-
ficer detained beyond 48
hours.

Thursday’s operation, car-
ried out amid tight security,
lasted several hours. The
CBI team reportedly seized
digital evidence, bank
records, and documents re-
lated to luxury vehicles, In-
vestigators are also explor-
ing possible links to money
laundering and benami
transactions, which could
prompt the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to join the
investigation.

Officials involved in the
probe said Bhullar's unex-
plained accumulation of
wealth has raised serious
concerns about deep-rooted
corruption within Punjab’s
police hierarchy. The agency
is also probing whether oth-
er officers or middlemen
may have been part of a
larger network benefiting
from similar practices.

Meanwhile, the Punjab
government has sought legal
advice on initiating Bhullar’s
disnrissal from service — a
move that would require
approval from the Centre,
since only the President of
India has the autherity to re-
move an IPS officer from
service.

The case has sparked a
wider conversation about
transparency and integrity
in law enforcement. The
CBI, reiterating its commit-
ment to a “zero-tolerance
policy” towards corruption,
said it is determined to pur-
sue the matter “to its logical
conclusion.”

Bhullar's arrest and the
ongoing raids have sent rip-
ples through the Punjab po-
lice establishment, revealing
how a single bribe case has
unraveled a much larger
web of alleged illegal wealth,
misuse of authority, and
compromised accountabili-
ty across departments.

Nitin Nabin leads Bihar’s Al-
Powered expressway revolution

B Under the vision of PM Narendra Modi and CM Nitish Kumar, Bihar's Road Construction Minister Nitin Nabin is

the state’s i

‘models, and

through Artificial

TSN/Patna

Bihar's road infrastructure is
witnessing anunprecedent-
ed transformation — a shift
from uneven, dusty roads
to world-class expressways
driven by technology, sus-
tainability, and innovation.
At the center of this revolu-
tion is Nitin Nabin, the state’s
young and dynamic Road
Construction Minister, who
has made modern infra-
structure synonymous with
Bihar's growth story.

Speaking exclusively about
this transformation, Nabin
emphasized that Bihar is no
longer lagging behind in con-
nectivity. “For decades, Bihar
was known for poor roads
and weak connectivity. That
image is changing rapidly,”
he said. “Under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi ji and Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar ji,
we've made infrastructure
the backbone of Bihar's
growth.”

‘According to the minister,
five major expressways
worth 3118 lakh crore are
currently being built across
the state — the Raxaul—Hal-
dia, Gorakhpur—Siliguri, Pat-
na—Purnea, Buxar—Bha-
galpur, and Varanasi—

Kolkata corridors. “These
are not just highways; they
are economic corridors link-
ing farmers to markets and
industries to national and
international trade routes,”
he explained.

Nitin Nabin attributes
much of this success to the
adoption of Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) and the Hybrid
Annuity Model (HAM),
which together have re-
shaped the way Bihar builds
and maintains its roads.

“We're moving from tra-
ditional road building to
smart and sustainable in-
frastructure,” he said. “Under
the Hybrid Annuity Model,
we combine public funding
with private execution. This
ensures faster work, quality

control, and long-term main-
ftenance — contractors are re-
sponsible even after com-
pletion.”

Bihar has also introduced
Al-based bridge health mon-
itoring, the first of its kind in
Eastern India. Smart sen-
sors, drones, and analytics
now help engineers detect
cracks or corrosion before
they become safety risks.
“It’s a proactive, predictive
maintenance model that en-
sures public safety and saves
costs,” Nabin said.

Transparency, Nabin
stressed, is the foundation of
his department’s work. The
Road Construetion Depart-
ment uses GIS mapping,
drone surveys, and digital
dashboards to track every
stage of project develop-
ment. “Anyone can view up-
dates — from project status
to contractor details,” he
noted.

The department also con-
ducts fortnightly review
meetings to maintain mo-
mentum and accountability.
“There’s zero tolerance for
delay or negligence,” Nabin
said. “Bihar’s road gover-
nance today is digital, trans-
parent, and time-bound.”

Bihar's expressway revo-

Tution, Nabin said, goes be-
yond construction. It isToot-
ed in sustainability and in-
clusivity. The state is build-
ing Green Highways
equipped with LED light-
ing, recycled materials, and
extensive tree plantation
drives.

Inaddition, rural connec-
tivity remains a key focus.
“Through the Mukhyamantri
Gram Sadak Yojana, we're
ensuring that rural roads are
seamlessly integrated with
expressways,” he said. “Every
village connects to the
growth network.”

The ministerunderscored
the far-reaching impact of
these projects on ordinary
citizens. “A farmer in Cham-
paran reaches markets
faster; a manufacturer in
Bhagalpur saves time and
transport costs; a student
from Purnea can now reach
Patna in hours instead of
half a day,” he said.

The expressway boom is
also creating thousands of
jobs in construction and al-
lied sectors. “Every kilome-
ter of expressway we build is
a promise for Bihar's future
— a future where no village
feels distant, no dream too
far,” Nabin remarked.
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Woman Kkilled
mother after
firecracker
dispute turns
violent

Mathura:
A 24-year-old woman

died and her moth-
er was seriously in-

jured in an alleged
stone-pelting inci-
dent after a minor

dispute between chil-
dren bursting crackers
turned violent here,
police said on Thurs-

ay.

The deceased’s fa-
ther, Tikendra Singh,
a resident of Jaint vil-
lage, lodged a com-
plaint alleging that
on Wednesday night,
due to an old enmity,
Manohar and six oth-
ers attacked his family
after a quarrel erupted
over children bursting
crackers, Additional
Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) Rajeev Kumar
Singh said.

“When my wife Saroj
and daughter Sadhna
went to complain
about the issue, the
accused started pelt-
ing stones from the
roof with the intent to
kill them. My daughter
died from the injuries,
while my wife was se-
riously hurt,” Tikendra
said in the complaint.

According to the po-
lice, Sadhna, who was
married to Shankar,
had recently come to
her parental home
to celebrate the Bhai
Dooj festival.

She succumbed to
her injuries while be-
ing taken to the hospi-
tal, while her mother
is in critical condition.

An FIR has been
registered against the
seven named accused,
including  Manohar,
and further investiga-
tion is underway, po-
lice added.

Biker killed by
‘Chinese manjha’
on UP highway

er died of a throat
slit caused by a stray

strand of ‘Chinese
manjha’ on the Sitapur
highway here, police
said on Thursday.

Ravi Kumar Sharma
was on his way to his
in-laws’ house for Bhai
Dooj in Mohammadi
with his wife as pillion
rider, they said.

Sharma was rushed
to the Government
Medical College, where
doctors declared him
dead, Superintendent
of Police (SP) Rajesh
Dwivedi said.

Sharma was a native
of Nagla Jaju village
under Katra Police
Station limits, he said.

Police said this was
not the first such inci-
dent to have happened
in the district.

In January this year,
a police constable died
of a deep incision in
his throat caused by

the glass-coated Chi-
nese manjha near
Azizganj.

A crackdown was
launched against
the sale of the al-
ready-banned kite

string in the wake of
that death.

In July, the district
police seized more
than 300 bundles of
Chinese manjha and
arrested several trad-
ers, an act that divided
the traders’ associa-
tion.
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Yogi plans specialised fire units across UP

L i
hief Minister Yogi
Adityanath called

for the strength-
ening and modernisa-
tion of Uttar Pradesh’s
fire department to meet
the challenges of rapid
population growth, in-
dustrialisation, and ur-
banisation.

Reviewing the de-
partment on Thurs-
day, Adityanath not-
ed that it must evolve
into a comprehensive
disaster management,
rescue, and emergency
response system, ac-
cording to a statement.

The ~chief minister
directed the formation
of specialised units
across regions to han-
dle chemical, biolog-
ical, and radiological
emergencies, as well as
incidents in super-high-
rise buildings. He also
called for equipping the
force with state-of-the-
art technology and high-
Iy trained personnel.

Adityanath further in-
structed the creation of
new posts, including a
district-level accounting
cadre to improve admin-
istrative efficiency and
financial transparency,
along with additional
positions at the state

CM Yogi performs Govardhan Puja, stresses cattle care & farmer welfare

fire training college to
enhance training and
research quality.
Following his direc-
tives, the state gov-
ernment approved
the creation of 98 new

gazetted posts and
approximately 922
non-gazetted posts,

marking a significant

step toward strength-
ening the fire depart-
ment’s efficiency and
service delivery across
districts, regions, and
headquarters.
Emphasising the im-
portance of a timely
response in emergen-
cies, the chief minis-
ter directed that small

Anurag Thakur highlights
India’s Humanitarian Vision

Hamirpur (HP):
BJP leader Anurag
Thakur said India’s hu-
manitarian engagement
is guided by the idea
of sovereignty, non-in-
terference and moral
responsibility and it
remains committed to
principles of humanity,
neutrality and impar-
tiality.

Thakur, a former Un-
ion minister and a sit-
ting MP from Himachal
Pradesh’s Hamirpur, said
this at the 1515t Assembly
of the Inter-Parliamenta-
ry Union (TPU) in Geneva
in Switzerland, according
to a statement issued by
BJP on Thursday.

Representing  India’s
MPs at the gathering of
parliamentarians  from
170 countries, Thakur
cautioned against a de-
cline in  multilateral
cooperation and a de-
crease in humanitarian
funding amid rising in-
stances of conflicts and
disasters.

He p d India's

bility and India remains
committed to the core
humanitarian principles
of humanity, neutrality,
impartiality and inde-
pendence,” Thakur said.
Thakur urged all parlia-
menlnrmm to rise abn\«e
n and geopolitica
, unite for the
of all human be-
ings and strengthen col-
lective action to protect

ccmmxlmenl to  global
ilarian action.

position on “Upholding
Humanitarian ~ Stand-
ards and Supporting
Humanitarian  Action
in Times of Crisis” at
the general debate of the
1PU.

“India’s humanitarian
engagement is guided by
sovereignty, non-inter-
ference, moral responsi-

Against the backdrop
of increasing conflicts,
disasters, and pressure
on the international hu-
manitarian framework,
Thakur pointed out that
there was a decline in
multilateral cooperation
and a decrease in hu-
manitarian funding.

He called for compre-

hensive refor:
multilateral in:
more inclusive and rep-
resentative,  especially
the Global South.

The Lok Sabha MP ap-
pealed to governments
international  agencies,
and private stakeholders
to increase support for
the UN humanitarian as-
sistance system Lo ensure
timely, adequate, and
principled assistance.

He also underscored
India’s long-standing
contribution o interna-
tional peace and security
with over 2,00,000 In-
dian personnel serving
in 49 UN peacekeeping
missions and India’s
leadership during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
when it supplied over
301 million vaccine doses
Lo over 100 countries and
UN entities, he s

fire stations equipped
with fire tenders be
established every 100
kilometres along ex-
pressways to ensure
immediate rescue and
relief operations with-
in the “golden hour” of
an accident.

Officials  informed
Adityanath that new

The chief minister
directed the formation
of specialised units
across  regions to
handle chemical,
biological, and
radiological
emergencies, as well

7 injured in violent clash
between 2 communities in Ballia

Ballia (UP):

.“\from bolh‘ si

operational fire ser-
vice units have already
been deployed at Kus-

hinagar, Azamgarh,
Shravasti, Kanpur
Nagar, Ayodhya, Ali-
garh, Moradabad, Chi-
trakoot, and Sonbhad-
Ta airports.

The chief minis-
ter stated that the UP
Fire Service is directly
linked to the protec-
tion of public life and
property. Therefore, its
structure must ensure
a quick, efficient, and
sensitive response to
every emergency.

Additionally, he in-
structed that the de-

pdm'n('nt s reorgan-
isation  process  be
completed  promptly

so that the benefits of
these reforms reach the
people as soon as pos-
sible.

Seven people were in-
jured in a violent clash
between two  groups
from the Yadav and
Bind communities over
a  dominance-related
dispute in a village here,

police said.
According to officials,
the incident occurred

on Wednesday night in
the Reoti police station
area when members of
both groups allegedly
attacked each other with
sticks and iron rods dur-
ing a confrontation.

The injured, identi-
fied as Sunil Yadav and
Kamlesh Yadav on one
side, and Dhananjay, Lal
Babu Prasad, Kapil Dev,
Ravindra, and Mantu
Bind on the other, were
rushed to a government
hospital. Four of them
were later referred to the
district hospital for ad-
vanced treatment, police
said.

Following complaints

Atrocities against Dalits rising
under BJP rule in UP: Akhilesh

Lucknow:
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday alleged that
incidents ol injustice
and atrocities against
Dalits have increased
under the BJP govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh,
saying “feudal forces”
have gained strength
and are being protected
by those in power.

“The morale of feudal
elements is high in this
government. Criminals
and feudal-minded
people are enjoying the
protection of the BJP

administration.  Dis-
crimination is taking
place at every level,”

Yadav said in"a state-
ment issued here.

He alleged that while
people supporting the
government are “humil-
iating” members of the
PDA (pichhde, Dalit,
alpsankhyak) commu-
nity in various ways,
the BJP government is
“snatching away their
jobs, reservations and
rights.”

The former chief min-
ister said, “In Rae Bare-
li, a young man from
the Dalit community
was beaten to death,
while in Kakori near
Lucknow, an elderly
Dalit man was subject-
ed to humiliating treat-
ment. These are just a

Jairam Thakur accuses CM of
mlsleadlng publlc on Panchayat Polls

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:

Leader of the Opposition

Jairam Thakur launched
a sharp attack on the
Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment, accusing Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Sin-
gh Sukhu and his min-
isters of misleading the
people over the upcom-
ing Panchayat elections.
Thakur alleged that de-
spite public assurances of
conducting the polls on
time, the government has
failed to initiate the nec-
essary steps mandated by
law, including the release
of the reservation roster.
He said the High Court
had clearly directed that
the reservation roster for
Panchayat and Municipal
elections must be issued
at least 9o days before
the start of the election
process, allowing time
for public objections and
legal scrutiny. “If the ros-

September 25, the elec
tion process could have
started on time,” Thakur
stated. “But the govern-
ment’s inaction shows
that its real intention is to
delay the elections under
various pretexts.”

Thakur further pointed
out that on September 15,
the Panchayati Raj Sec-

ter had been released by

retary had written to all
District Deputy Commis-
sioners instructing them
to release the roster by
September 25. However,
instead of following those
directions, the Deputy
Commissioners  report-
edly wrote back to the
government  suggesting
that the elections be post-

poned. Following this, the

Chief Secretary issued a
letter to that effect, rais-
ing further doubts about
the government’s com-
mitment.

“When questions were
raised by the opposition,
both the Chief Minister
and the Panchayati Raj
Minister claimed ~that
elections would be held
on time. But now, when
the roster has not been
released, the people
of Himachal are ask-
ing—how can elections
be held as scheduled?”
Thakur questioned. He
said the government’s
actions appear to be in
direct violation of the
High Court’s ruling in
the Manish Dharmek
vs State of Himachal
Pradesh case, which re-
quires the reservation
roster to be published
three months before the
elections.

The former Chief Min-

few examples — such
incidents are happen-

ing across UP every
day. The police and
administration remain
mute spectators.”
Yadav further alleged
that UP has the high-
est number of crimes
against  Dalits and
women in the country
under the BJP regime.
“Dalits are being in-
sulted and oppressed.
The police do not act
against antisocial ele-
ments due to pressure
from those in power.
The arrogance of this
government is at its
peak. The BJP is mis-
using state power and

ister accused the govern-
ment of hiding behind
procedural excuses to buy
time. “Instead of fulfilling
its responsibility, the gov-
ernment has tried to stop
clections first through
an ordinance and then
by bringing a new law in
the Assembly. The Chief
Minister is only trying to
delay the inevitable by
spreading falsehoods,”
Thakur said.

He added that the
current situation clearly
indicates that the gov-
ernment is neither ready
nor willing to hold the
clections on time. “The
Chief Minister, who is
skilled in political the-
atrics, should stop mis-
leading the people. If he
cannot conduct the elec-
tions as scheduled, he
should admit his failure
before the state instead
of blaming the opposi-
tion,” Thakur said.

oliticisin; ‘% the police,”
e charges

Claiming that the
PDA community has

united against the “in-
justices” of the BJP
government, Yadav
said the people are pre-
paring to oust the rul-
ing party in the 2027
Assembly elections.

“Only when the BJP
government goes will
Dalits, backward class-
es, women and minor-
ities get justice. Dis-
crimination will end,
and people will regain
their rights, reserva-
tions, and opportuni-
ties for development,”
he said.

s
separate FIRs have been
registered.

Based on a complaint
lodged by Sunil Yadav,
the first FIR was reg-
istered naming eight
accused and  several
unidentified persons,
Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) Moham-
mad Faheem Qureshi
said.

Another FIR was reg-
istered, naming 14 ac-
cused along with some
unidentified individuals,
following a complaint by

Manoj Kumar Prasad,
Qureshi added.
Police have arrested

five accused and de-
tained five others for
questioning.

The DSP noted that
the clash originated
from a long-standing
rivalry and local power
struggle between the two
groups, adding that the
situation in the village is
under control.

Labourer killed
3-month-old son

~ Kotdwar:
A labourer allegedly
killed his three-month-
old son under the in-
fluence of alcohol by
throwing him into a
gorge before commit-
ling suicide by jumping
into it himself in Uttara-
khand’s Pauri district,
police said on Thursday.

The incident took
place on Tuesday af-
ter a heated argument
broke out between the
deceased Lalit (30) — a
native of Nepal and re-
siding in Daboli village
in Lansdowne area --
and his wife.

According to offi-
cials, Lalit was addict-
ed to alcohol, and on
Tuesday evening he
had an argument with
his wife Kamala, follow-
ing which she left the
house, saying she was
going back to her village
with their three-month-
old child.

Then, in a fit of rage,
Lalit snatched the child
from his wife’s lap and
threw it into a gorge
beside the road, police
said.

After the incident, the
couple tried to find their
child, but to no avail. In
his desperation, Lalit too
jumped into the gorge,
an official said. He was
rescued by villagers and
taken to the primary
health centre but was
declared dead upon ar-
rival, he added.

2 dead 3 injured after truck
plunges into gorge in Solan

Shimla:

Two people died while
three others sustained
injuries after their pick-
up truck plunged into a
deep gorge in Himahcal
Pradesh’s Solan ict,
police said on Thursday.

The incident occurred
on Wednesday night near
Chail, when the truck car-
rying five construction
workers en route to a con-
struction site fell into a
gorge in Jubbar Lake.
In a statement to the
police, an eyewitness,
Nikhil Thakur, said he re-
ceived a phone call from
a contractor who was
sending some labourers
in a vehicle and directed
him to show them to the
location.

Thakur was waiting
for the vehicle when he
heard the sound of the
accident and rushed to
the spot, the police said.

Upon arriving, he
found two people, in-
cluding the J) ver, dead
inside the vehicle, while
two men and a wom-
an were lying injured.
He immediately called
an ambulance and in-
formed the police.

The injured were
rushed to a government
hospital in Solan and are
undergoing treatment.
A postmortem of the
deceased is also being
conducted there, Super-
intendent of Police (SP)
Solan, Gaurav Singh
said.
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UK police arrest
3 men in London
ol suspicion of
spying for Russia

London:
British  pountertemor-
ism polics arrested
three men mm London
on Thursday on suspi-
cion of spying for Rus-

The Metropeditan Po-
liee force smd that the
men, ages 44, 45 and
48, were detained at ad-
dressesin the eityunder
the National Securty
Act “on suspicion of as-
sisting a fore:lgn intelli-
‘gence service" Police
said that the countryin
fuestion is Russa,

The force said that
officers were searching
several London proper-
ties in conmection with
the Investigation,

Bntish authorities al-
lege that Russia is con-
ducting an mereasmgly
bold campaizn of es-
pionage, sabotage and
cybermeddling sgainst
the UK

“We're seeing @0 I0-
ereasing number of in-
drviduals who we would

describe 23 proxss be-
ing recruited by foreizn
intellizence services;
and these amests are
directly related to our
ongoing =fforts to dis-
Tupt this type of activ-
ity," said Cmdr. Dom-
inic Murphy, head of
counterterrorism polic-
ingin Londen.

Last wedk, the head
of the MIE secumty ser-
vice, Ken MceCallum,
alleged that Russia “is
committed to cansing
hawc and destruction.

“In the last year, we
and the police have
dismipted 2 steady
stream of surveillancs
plotswith hostile intent
ammed at ndividuals
Russian leaders per-
ceive 23 their enemies,”

£ 5
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EU leaders seek role in Gaza at
summit focused on Ukraine & Russia

Brussels:

nropean  Umion
leaders are seck-

mg ‘a mors active
role m Gaza and the oe-
cupied West Bank after
bemng sidelined from the
Ub-brokersd = ceasefire
between Israel and Ha-
mas,
At a summit. Thurs-
day m Brussels large-
ly focused on Ulaains

‘and Russia; EIT heads

of state are also expect-
ed to discuss the shak
teasefire in Gaza an%

tential ETT support for
g:hility i the %'tum
eoastal enclave, The ELT
has been the bigzest pro-
vider of aid to the Pales-
fmansand is Israsl's top
tradhing partner,

“It 15 important that
Europs not only watches

but plays an active rols,”
sald Luc Frsden, the
mminister of [uxem-

urg, as he headad mto
the meeting. “Gaza is not
over; peace lsnot yet per-
manent,"hesaxd.

Cutrage over thewarin
Gazahasriven the 27na-
tion bloc and pushedrela-
tions: between Israel and
the El to a historic low.

European Commmission

Elamabad Bt ey FIIph o on Fonn Khals pl sl

Pakistan court sentences
man to death for killing
mother three sisters

At a summit Thursday
in Brussels largely fo-
cused an Ukraine and
Russia, EU heads of
state are also expect-
edtodistussthe shaky
ceasefire in Gaza and
potential EU suppart
for stability in the war-

President Trsua won
der Leyen amounced in
September plans to seek
sonetions and 3 partial
rade suspension against
Iszael, mimed to presqure
it toreach a peace deal m
Gaza.

Mamentum driving the
meagures seemed to fal-
ter with the ceasefire deal
miediated by 175 President

Donald Trump, but Euro-
[EAN SUPDOTtErs say the
shuuld ﬁobecmﬂ'igtab?{
s violencs continues to
flare up n Gaza and the

ocoupied West Banle,

In the run-up to the
ceasefire, sra
Minister Begjammn Net-
amyahu said earlier this
month that "Europe has
essentially become irres-

want and dlsplayad £nor-
mous weakness.”

The deal came aboot
with novisibl=input from
the EU, and Euwropean
leaders have simce seram-
bled to join the diplemsa:
effort ca:’rnam‘l}r‘:‘r.:fsl'xapn:\q‘%r
Gaza.

The Ell's top diplomat,
Kaje Kellas, has said the
ETT should play a role m

torn coastal enclave. I

Gaza and mot Just pay
to support stability and
eventually  reconstrue-
o,

The EU has povided
Iy suppott £or the Pales-
tHmizm Authority, which ad-
rministers parts of the oooa-
med West Banl, pledgad
to Lelp flood Gava with
humantrarian aid, and said
it oould brmg a West Banl
police suppot progmm to
Gazato buttress a statalisa-
e force called for in the
ourent 20-pont ceasefire

Dubravka Suica, Burope-
an Commissioner for the
Mediterranean, said this
week

Lahore:
In = case of honour
lalling, & Palastaoi
court has sentenced

a zi-jear-old man to
desth for murdenng
his mother and thres
sisters, & oourt official
said on Thursday.

The gruespme inci-
dent took place in Ka-
birwala, around =2oo
lan from Lahore, m
June last year

“Additional  District
and Sessions  Judge
Sajjad Hussain Baloch
(Kabirwala) awarded =
death sentence to Ku-
hammad Abbas, 21, on
four counts in hght of
evidence aganst him",
said the court official.

“The suspsct had also
confessed  to having
lilled his mother and
three sisters for dis-
gracing the family hon-
our,” he added.

According  to the
prosecution, Abbas
shot and lalled his
thres sistexs while they
swere working oo the
farmland. He later re-
turned home and killed
his mother.

Invastigators said Ab-
bas had doubts ahont

the character of his
mother and sisters,

The lallings once
agaim highlight the
continuing menace of
honour cimes in Pald-
stam, where women ars
often targeted by family
members.

Apcording to the Hu-
man  Rights Commis-
sion of Paldstan, be-
tween 2004 and 2016,
a5 many as 15,222 in-
cidents of honour kill-
ings — 1,170 every year
— WELE TECOT

“Nationyids, the
numbers  are  likely
much higher. Research
shows  that  honoor
lallings are promaril
perpetrated by fam-
ly mambers and that,
as a result, people do
not coms forward to
report ineidents, Such
disputes are instead
settled outside of the
court system. Further,
in some sspments of
soctety, thers is a level
of support for the per-
petrators: the crmimal-
ity of these murders is
not recogmised within
the social and culniral
contexts in which they
ocour,” it says.

UK boosts security fundlng for mosques amid hate crimes spike

London:

Pome Mmster Fer
Stammer on  Thursds
announced @ 10-mil-
hon-poumds  boost to
secunty  fimding  for
the UK's mpstues and
Muslim faith centres to
protect them from hats
erime and attadds,

The wdditional in-
vestment mto the Pro-
tective  Secunty for
Mosques Scheme  is
aimed at providing se-

o~

CCTV, alarm systems,

: _ =
curity measures such as

secure fencing, snd se-
curnity personnel servie-

&5,
The scheme was cre-

ated to protect mosques,
Muslim cOmmunity
centres, and Muslim

faith schoals that have
experienced or are vul-
nerable to hate come.
“Botain is 8 proud
and tolerant couniry.
Attacks on any sommu-
nity are atta on our
entire nation and our
values,” said Starmer.
“This funding will pro-

wdes Muslim commumni-
ties with the protection
they need and dessrve,
allowing them to live
in peace sod safety. T
went a Britain built
for all and my govern-
ment 13 committed to
delivering safer strsets
for everyome — and
that means protecting
places of worship from
those who seek to di-
vide us through hate
and violence,” he said.

The most recent offi-
cial statistcs revealed
that snti-Muslm hate
crimes 1ose by 10 per
cent in the year ending
March 2025, and 44
per cent of al] religious
hate crimes targeted
Muslims, The funding
boost follows' Starm-
=r's visit to Peacehaven
Iosgue In East Sussex,
which was targeted in
an arson attacﬁ earlier
this month.

“The attack on the
Peacehaven Mosque
was an

allin

that cou tf big have
led to an even more dev-
astating outeome,” said
UK Home Seerstary
Shabana Mahmood.

“T am proud of this
spuntry because of the

hts we all have to
fﬁlow the fzith of our
choosing, and to live
free from hatred and
fear.

Tasva and Shubman Gill Redefining
the Meaning of Tegetherness

Meywr Delhi:

Tasva, the modem In-

dian menswear brand
by AdityaBirla Fashion
£ Retmil Ltd. in collab-
oration with couturier
Terun  Tshiliani, an-
nouness its new brand
vision with cnicket ison
Shubman Gill as Am-
bassador. This marks
Shubman Gill's  first
association with 2 wed-
dmg weer brand, a 513
nificgnt step in Tasva's
journey as 1t signals &
bold cultural shift - re-
defining wedding as &
celebration of love, inti-
macy, and shared agen-

rather than ngid ma-

trions.

For generations, wed-
dimgs were defmed by
societal  expectations
and family alignments.
Today, couples are writ-
ing their owm stomes,
where differsnces are
embraced and individu-
ality iz celebrated. Tasva

ies this change,
c:(eatmg clothing  that
15 PTEmmim, sontempo-
Tary, mnd designer-led
while staying rooted in
India's cultural mch-
ness. The brand's phi-
losophy is clear: mar-
Tages are about squals,
about two people and

Digital Payments Dominate: RBI

Ihumbai

Digital payment transac-

tions aonounted for 00.7
per cent i terms of vol-
ume and 97.5 per cent n
value in the payments
system during calendar
y-fatx 2024, A nni the trend
sontinied in the first
half of 2oz5, aceording
to 2 Reserve Bankreport
released on Thursday,

The payments eco-
system m Indiz  has
witnesssd  remarkable
growth in Tecent years,
said the RBI's half-year-
ly Payment System Re-
POTtdumne 2025,

The payments land-

their worlds, coming
together I meaningful
WEYS.

The campaizn featur-
ing Shubman Gill brings
this spinit to life. It por-
trays weddings not as
performanees  but as
authentic journeys filled
with joy, love, cars, and
intimacy. Representing
a generation that is as-
pirational, confident,
and progressive, Gill
mirrors the wlues Tas-
va stands for - moderni-
ty srounded in eulturs,
with an assthefic that
reflects parsonal choice
and partnership,

Sharimg his thoughts
on  the associatiom,
Shubman Gill said, "My
essociation with Tasva
iz special. Just like on
the field, svery inni
iz about halanes, co
denee, and expression, T
believe weddings are no
differsnt. Tasva's mes-
sage of celebrating love
with individuality and
zase, while still 1=
ing tladltlon st Dut
for me. T'm axdted to
be part of this journey
where modern zrooms
can play one of ther
most memorable in-
nings in life with zrace
and confidence.”

scape in India consists
of a bouquet of peyment
systems desisned to ca-
ter to the diverse needs
of users, which indude
paper “based instru-

India-US Trade Talks Progressing: Goyal

Newr Delhi:

Commen:e and Tn-

dustry  Minister

Fiyush Goyzl on
Thursday seid talks be-
twreen India and the U8
for the proposed trade
agreement are progress-
ing, and sxpressed b
that both sides swould
work towards a fair and
equitable agreement in
the near futurs.

An  Indiam  official
team, headed hy Com-
merce Beastary Rajesh
Aprawal, was m Wash-
ington last weel to hold
trads talks svith their T8
eounterparts, The thres-
daytalks ended on Octo-

17,

*We are in dialogue
with the 1784, our teams
araengagzed. Werecently
had the Comméree Sec-
retary visit the 178, and
he met swith his poun-
terparts. We continue to
engage with them and
talks are progressing.

“We hops to work to-
wards ‘@ fair and edqui-
table agreement in the
near future," Goyal told
Dc_ujrdmshan in Berlin,

In Febmuary this year,
leaders of Tndia and the
TS dirscted officials to
nsgotiate z proposed Bi-
latexal Trade Agreement

ments (chedues) as well
us digital payment sys-
temas.

Digital payment sys-
tems  mclude NEFT,
IMFPS, RTGS, MNACH,

[BTA)
They have fixed =
deadline to concludethe
first tranche of the pact
by the fall [Cctober-No-
vember) of 2025, 8o far,
five rounds of negoti-
ations have besn oom-
pleted.

last month, Goyal also
led zn official delegation
to New Yok for trads
talks.

debit Aand credit cards,

prepie gt Pt
ments, a
The report  also

showed o increasing
twend aooss all cate-
ories, except for pa-
per-besed mstnments.
Cheques  apooumt  for
2.3 per cent of the total
transactions in terms of

value,
In termsof volume, the
payment  tramsactions

grew from 3,248 crare in
CY2ooto 20,840 cxors
in OY 2024, and in texms
of value, they rose from
Rs 1,775 lakh erore to Rs
2,850 lakh crore during

These  deliberstions
are Important as the
relations between the
two countriss have been
reeling  under severs
stress efter the Trump
administration impnsed
A steEp G0 cent tariff
on ﬁl&lm 1?:0\:[3. It in-
cludes 2 25 per cent ad-
ditional import duty for
buying Russian ouds
ail.

this periad.

In the half-year end-
ed June 202G, transac-
Hon wvolums was 12,549
erors, smounting to Rs
1,572 lakh orore, the 1e-
port said.

Almost all of the
growth m payments is
attributable to  digiral
payment transacthions,

In CY zowg, digital
payments accounted for
spproximately 06.7 per
cent of thetotal payment
transactons by volume
and 055 per cent by val-
e,

“By CY 2024, these
figires had risen to ooy

India has described
thess duties as “unfur,
umustified aod unrea-
somahle”,

The talks halted for a
brief penod after the U8
ennounced hlgh tariffs

on Tndimm
ﬁnef Zap, Ast

After 2
sistant 118 Trads Repre-
sentative for South and
Central Asia  Brendan
Lynch held talks with

per cemt dn terms of vol-
ume and 97.5 per cent m
terms of value, This trend
contnued in Hi of 2005,
with digital payments
comprismg 00,8 parcent
of wlume ind o7y p=
cemt of walue,” the Tepot
said.

In terms of volume,
UPL [Umfied Payments
Intexrface) accommted for
the largest shn.re at B85

uring the first
E:Ill'of 2085 [Hl 2025].
It accounted for
=stnine per centm tenns
of value dimmg the same

period.
Ontheother hand, dur-

An . Indian  official
team, headed by Com-
merce Secretary Ra
jesh Agrawal, was in
Washington last week
to hold trade talks
with their US counter
parts. The thresday
talks ended an Octo-

her 17, I

Indin oinemls m New
Delhi on September 16,
In that meeting, both
ades agreed to push for
an early and mutually
beneficial conclusion of
the agreement.

The proposed pact
aims to more than dou-
ble the bilateral trade to
T8 500 billion by 2030
from the current TSD
191 billion,

The US remained In-
dia's largest tradin
parmer fc'%r the fourrj'gx
consecutive  year i
2034-25, with bilater-
al trade valued at USD
121.54 billion (USD 865
llion exports).

It seoounts for about
1% per cent of India's to-
tal goods exports, hiee
per cent In Imports, and
10,73 par cent in the
country's total merchan-
diss trade.

Report 2024

mg this penod, the Real
Time Gross Settlement
(RTGS) system recorded
the largestshars of 6o
centin terms of val ueg:I
accounted for the lowest
share of 0.1 per cent in
terms of yolume.
“Being a large wmlus

payment system, also

ed a wholesale pay-
ment  system,  RTGS,
with a mimmum trans-
action ameumt of Rs 2
lalh, contributes higher

in terms of transaction
value but records fewer
transactions than other
payment systems,” the
Teport said

RBI propeses
te mandate
UTI for all

OTC derivative
transactions

proposed to mandste o
Tnijus Transaction Tden-
fifier [UT_l'] for all transac-
tons i OTC markets for
Tipeeinterest rate and for-
sign ourency derivatives
fom the ned finendal
y=ar, bepinning A

Tn this regard, the cem-
tral bankon Thursdey re
leased a draft grular on
UTI fx OTC Derivative
Transactionsin Tndia',

Over-the-Counter
[OTC) detivatives are £i-
nandal | denvative con-
tracts that are traded di-
reetly betwesn tvo partics
rather than on & mpulated
sxchange.

The LETis 3 a0-charac-
ter umigus ientity cods

i toentitiesthat are

parties to a finandial trans-

‘Achiom.

UTL sl have a max-
tmum of 52 characters pon-
sistimg of LETof the ze=ner-
ating sntity, foll b a
uriue identifier and shall

B

“Ir. has been decded
to implement 1T for all
treamsactions n OTC mm-
kets for Rupes mferest
rabe derivatives, forvard
oontracts m Govemment
sequrities, fors groirren:
i ni e
o Interest Tate dermatives,
and credit derivatives in

India A framevioalk for the
implementation of 17T for
OTC  dervative trensae:
tims;” the draft sad.

The I has been con-
ceived as one of the key
dats slements wentified
globally for reportmg
overthe-counter  (OTC)
demivative  ‘tramsactoms
with a vigw to snabling
policymakers to  obtain
a comprehensire wew of
the GTC dervatives mar-
Jeet.
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Afghanistan
penalised for
slow over-rate
in one-off
Test against
Zimbabwe

Harare:

The Afghanistan Cricket
Team have been fined 25
per cent of their match
fees for maintaining a
slow over-rate in the
one-off Test, which was
being played al Harare
Sports Club.

The sanction was im-
posed by Richie Rich-
ardson of the Emirates
1CC Elite Panel of Match
Referees after Afghani-
stan were ruled to be five
overs short of the target
time, allowances were
taken into consideration,
as reported by the ICC.

In accordance with Ar-
ticle 2.22 of the ICC Code
of Conduct for Players
and Player Support Per-
sonnel, which relates to
minimum over-rate of-
fences, players are fined
five per cent of their
match fee for every over
their side fails to bowl in
the allotted time.

On-field umpires Adri-
an Holdstock and Nitin
Menon, third umpire
Forster Mutizwa and
fourth umpire Percival
Sizara laid the charge.

Afghanistan  captain
Hashmatullah ~ Shahidi
pled guilty to the offence
and accepted the pro-
posed sanction, so there
was no need for a formal
hearing, as reported by
the ICC.

The one-off Test saw
Zimbabwe clinch their
first-ever Test win on
home soil since 2013. An
all-round effort from the
hosts saw them mount
a victory by an innings
and 73 runs.

Irfan Pathan
lauds Harshit
Rana’s cameo
against
Australia

Adelaide:

Former Indian ericket-
er Irfan Pathan praised
seamer Harshit Rana’s
crucial cameo in the back
end to push India to 264
runs in their 50 overs,
against Australia in the
second ODI at the Ade-
laide Oval on Thursday.

In a must-win fixture
against Australia, Rana
showcased good game
sense and slammed 24%
runs off just 18 balls
and added vital 37 runs
with Arshdeep Singh for
the ninth wicket to push
India towards a respect-
able total.

In an X post, Pathan

wrote, “Crucial runs
from Harshit Rana.
Showed decent tech-

nique and good game
sense.”

Rana came in on bat
when India were 223-7
in 44 overs. He batted
alongside Nitish Reddy
before Adam Zampa re-
moved Reddy for eight.

Rana also took on
Zampa, who was the
most successful Aussie
bowler in the match, in
his final over of the in-
nings, smashing him for
16 runs. Zampa finished
his spell with four scalps
under his belt.

Rana has played seven
ODI fixtures, scalping
11 wickets at an average
of 23.40 and an econo-
my of 5.80. India post-
ed a target of 265 after
they registered their
third-lowest power-play
score after the 2023 1CC
ODI World Cup, as they
finished on 29/2 with
Sharma and lyer on the
crease.

Hard-fought  fifties
from Rohit Sharma,
Shreyas lyer and came-
os from Rana, Arshdeep
Singh in the back end
push India to close on
264/9 after early set-
backs against Australia
in the second ODI at Ad-
elaide.
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Connolly, Short fifties take Australia
to series win over India, seal 2nd ODI

Adelaide:

alf-centuries
from Matt Short
and Cooper Con-

nolly helped Australia
secure a series win over
India at home, beating
the Men in Blue by two
wickets at Adelaide Oval
on Thursday.

With this win, Aus-
tralia is 2-0 up in the
series with a game to go.
While India managed
to reach a solid 264/9
thanks to half-centuries
from Rohit Sharma (73
in 96 balls, with sev-
en fours and two sixes)
and Shreyas lyer (61
in 77 balls, with seven
fours) and a valuable
late 37-run stand be-
tween Harshit Rana and
Arshdeep Singh, Short
(74 in 78 balls, with four
boundaries and two six-
es) and Connolly (61 in
53 balls, with five fours
and a six) kept the team
afloat even as the wick-
ets were lost. Owen's
quickfire cameo of 36 in
23 balls (with two fours
and three effec-
tively killed the game for
India.

In the run chase of 265
runs, the Aussie opening
pair of skipper Mitchell
Marsh and Travis Head
started slowly. The first

v &

M

Connolly, Short fifties power Australia to series win over India

boundary shot of the in-
nings came in the seventh
over’s final ball against
Siraj by Travis Head, a
maximum. The duo strug-
gled against the opening
burst of Arshdeep Singh
and Mohammed Siraj.

The pressure built on
Aussies paid off as Ar-
shdeep drew first blood
by removing Marsh for
a 24-ball 11, with a four.
Australia was 30/1 in 7.2
overs.

Matt Short joined Head
and ended the power play
in style by pulling Arsh-
deep for a six over deep
square, with the score at
42/1in10 overs.

Australia reached the
50-run mark in 11.1 overs.

Harshit Rana landed
India a big breakthrough
wicket of Head, for 28
in 40 balls (with a four
and six), with Virat Kohli
taking a catch at mid-off.
Australia was 54/2 in 12.2

Injury blow to South Africa as Miller,
Coetzee out of Pakistan white-ball series

New Delhi:
The South  African
Men's selection pan-

el confirmed Proteas
Men's stand-in T201
captain  David Miller
and fast bowler Ger-
ald Coetzee have been
ruled out of the upcom-
ing white-ball tour of
Pakistan, as per a post
on Proteas Men's offi-
cial Instagram handle.
Miller, who was set
to lead the Tz20l side
in the three-match se-
ries from October 28 to
November 1, has been
sidelined after sustain-
ing a hamstring strain
during training in the
build-up to the tour.
Scans conducted on
Wednesday revealed a
grade one tear, and he
will now begin a reha-
bilitation program.
Coelzee has been
ruled out of both the
T20l and three-malch
One-Day international
(ODI) series, sched-
uled from November
4-8, due to a pectoral
einjury.
he 24-year-old suf-
fered the injury while
bowling during the
one-off T20l against
Namibia in Windhoek
earlier this month.
Subsequent scans re-
vealed the extent of the
injury and following

SOUTH Rk

specialist consultation,
he has commenced a
structured rehabili-
tation program under
the supervision of the
High Performance
medical team and Mo-
mentum Multiply Ti-
tans medical staff.
Batters Matthew
Breetzke and  un-
capped Tony de Zorzi
have been added to
the T20l squad, while
Donovan Ferreira will
captain the side.
Ottneil Baartman
has been named as
Coetzee's replacement
in the ODI squad.
South Africa Tz2o0l
squad against Paki
stan: Donovan Ferrei-
ra (Captain), Corbin
Bosch, Dewald Brevis,

‘Matt Short eyes consistency after frustration

W aregy,

Nandre Burger, Quin-
ton de Kock, Reeza
Hendricks, George

Linde, Kwena Mapha-
ka, Lungi Ngidi, Nqa-
ba Peter, Lhuan-dre
Pretorius, Andile Sim-
elane, Lizaad Williams,

Matthew Breetzke,
Tony de Zorzi

South Africa ODI
squad against Paki-

stan: Matthew Breetz-
ke (Captain), Corbin
Bosch, Dewald Brevis,
Nandre Burger, Quin-
ton de Kock, Tony de
Zorzi, Donovan Fer-
reira, Bjorn Fortuin,
George Linde, Kwe-
na Maphaka, Lungi
Ngidi, Nqaba Peter,
Lhuan-dre Pretorius,
Sinethemba  Qeshile,
Ottneil Baartman.

overs.

Short joined forces with
Matt Renshaw, rotating
the strike intelligent-
ly and collecting some
boundaries against Ni-
tish Kumar Reddy. The
100-run mark was up for
the Aussies in 19.3 overs.

The partnership
crossed the half-centu-
ry mark and had been
looking threatening, but
Axar produced a magical
delivery to remove Ren-

shaw for 30 in 30 balls,
with a four and six each.
Australia was 109/3 in
21.4 overs.

Short reached his
third ODI fifty in 48
balls, with three fours
and a six. The spinners
continued to deliver the
goods, as it was Washing-
ton Sundar who removed
a dangerous Alex Carey
for nine. Australia was
132/4 in 27 overs.

Cooper Connolly kept
collecting, bmmd‘mes
effortlessly against spin-
ners, getting two of those
against Axar, bringing up
the 150-run mark in 31.4
overs.

The Aussies were
threatening to take the
match away, as Connol-
ly, Short found easy gaps
and boundaries against
Harshit and  Sundar.
Their 50-run stand came
in 51 balls, with Connolly
being the aggressor.

However, it was
Harshit who got his
team another break-

through, as a fine catch
at deep mid-wicket by
Mohammed Siraj, who
had earlier dropped
one, removed Short for
a 78-ball 74, with four
boundaries and two six-
es. Australia was 187/5
in 36 overs.

Jadeja returns to Ranji Trophy,
set to play against MP in Rajkot

New Dethi:
“Ravindra Jadeja is set
to turn out for Saurash-
tra in the second round
of the 2025-26 Ranji
Trophy, beginning Oc-
tober 25, as per ESPN-
cricinfo.

His inclusion  will
give Saurashtra a big
boost as they take on
Madhya Pradesh at
home in Rajkot, on the
same surface where
spinners claimed 31 of
the 35 wickets to fall
in last week’s clash be-
tween Saurashtra and
Karnataka.

Currently ranked the
No. 1 Test all-round-
er, Jadeja is on a short
break from interna-
tional cricket. He last
featured in India’s two-
match home Test series
against the West In-
dies earlier this month,
where he scored his
sixth Test century, an
unbeaten 104 in the
opening Test at Ah-
medabad and picked
up eight wickets in the
series as India was vie-
torious 2-0.

Jadeja was not part
of India’s ODI squad
for the ongoing series
in  Australia, some-
thing he idld was “not
a surprise” after being
informed of the team
management’s plans.

“It is a good thing

that they communicat-
ed the reason behind

my omission,” Jade-
ja had said earlier, as
quoted from ESPN-
cricinfo.

“I am happy about
that. But whenever 1
gel a chance next, I
will try and do what
I have done all these
years," he added.

“If T get a chance in
the World Cup and
there are many ODIs
before, and if 1 do well
there, it will be a good
thing for Indian crick-
et. Winning a World
Cup is everyone's
dream. We narrowly
missed out last time,
so next time we will try
and make up for it,"” he
noted.

Against Madhya
Pradesh, Jadeja will
reunite with his long-
time Saurashtra spin
partner, Dharmen-
drasinh Jadeja, who
starred with a match
haul of 10/203 in the
previous fixture, help-
ing Saurashtra secure
first-innings lead
points against Karna-
taka.

Jadeja last  repre-
sented Saurashtra in
the previous Ranji sea-
son, taking 12 wickets
in two matches, both
against Delhi, includ-
ing a best of 7/38.

Pleased with the way he batted,
missed out on big knock: Gill

Adelaide
Followin; s
ries loss lo Auslra]m,
Indian skipper Shub-
man Gill hailed batter
Rohit Sharma’s knock,
saying that he fought
out a tough spell from
Josh Hazlewood and
Mitchell Starc really well
and missed out on a big
knock

Rohit's g7-ball 73 and
Shreyas Tyer's 61, helped
India to a solid 264/9
in 50 overs, giving fans
some cheer after flop
shows by skipper Gill
(9) and Virat Kohli (0).
During the run-chase,
Matt Short (74 in 78
balls, with four bounda-
ries and two sixes) and
Cooper Connolly (61% in
53 balls, with five fours
and a six) produced val-
uable half-centuries, and
Mitchell Owen’s cameo
of 36 in 23 balls (with
two fours and three six-
es) killed the game for
India as the targel was
chased down with two
wickets in hand.

In his first assignment
as an ODI captain, Gill
had a tough time, losing
the series 2-0.

Speaking during the
post-match  presenta-
tion, Gill said the team

Ultimate goal is to end my career with
highest ICC titles to my name: Tilak Varma

New Delhi: B
Young Indian cricketer
Tilak Varma has set an
ambitious target, stat-
ing that he wants to
have the highest num-
ber of TICC titles in his
career and also match
the records of veterans
Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli in terms of their
title wins.

Tilak was speaking
on the ‘Breakfast with
Champions’ show with
presenter Gaurav Ka-

ur.

“My ultimate goal is
that when I end my ca-
reer, I need the highest
ICC titles to my name...
Right now, Rohit and
Virat have that,” the
left-hand batter said.

The 22-year-old
player also  shared
his excitement about
playing at Mumbai's
Wankhede Stadium,
describing the electri-
fying atmosphere and
passionate crowd. He

Tilak Varma aims to finish career with mast ICC titles

also recalled his win
against Chennai Super
Kings (CSK) there and
marveled at the fans’
love for MS Dhoni,
noting how the stadi-
um turns yellow when
Dhoni takes the field
before reverting to
blue once he’s out.

“Playing at Wank-

hede is a different feel-
ing. The atmosphere,
the crowd, there is a
lot of fun. You have
to feel it. T even won
the game against
CSK there. But 1 see
that when Mahi bhai
comes, people remove
their blue jerseys and
the yellow shirt comes

on. | thought this was
amazing. Once he gets
out, the blue shirts
come on again,” the
southpaw added.

Since the 2022 sea-
son, Tilak has been
the spine of MI's mid-
dle-order, having made
1,499 runs in 51 innings
at an average of 37.47,
with a strike rate of
144.41 and eight fifties.

Tilak had a fine
sia Cup campaign
Tor India, emerging
as the team's sec-
ond-highest and over-
all fourth-highest
run-getter with 213
runs in six innings at
an average of 71.00,
strike rate of over 131,
with a match-winning
69* against arch-rivals
Pakistan in the final
being his most notable
knock.

He will be seen in
action during the T20l
leg of India’s Australia
tour from October 29.

Gill appy with intent but rues missing a big kunck

had just enough runs on
the board and that catch
drops did not help. He
also pointed out that the
toss was an important
one to win.

“We had just enough
runs on the board. Nev-
er easy when you drop a
couple of chances to be
able to defend that kind
of a total. Tn the first
game, the toss was more
crucial because of the
rain. But in this game, 1
would not say that much
because both the teams

played for almost 50
overs. The wicket was
doing a little bit more
initially. But I think the
wicket settled pretty
nicely after 15-20 overs,”
said Gill.

Speaking on ex-cap-
tain Rohit’s well-fought
half-century, Gill said
it is never easy to play
compelitive cricket after
along while, as it was for
Rohit at one point, when
he was six runs off 28
balls.

“The initial phase was

very challenging. Very
pleased with the way he
batted. Fought out in the
initial phase. I would say
he missed out on a re-
ally big knock,” he con-
cluded.

Coming to the match,
Australia, leading by
1-0, put India to bat
first. Rohit and Shub-
man Gill started off
cautiously, but Xaiver
Bartlett (3/39) reduced
India to 17/2, with
quick wickets of Gill (9)
and Virat (0).

Punjab Kings announce appointment of veteran
cricketer Sairaj Bahutule as new spin bowling coach

Chandigarh:
Indian Premier League
(IPL) franchise Punjab
Kings (PBKS) confirmed
the appointment of for-
mer India ericketer and
experienced coach Sairaj
Bahutule as the team's
new spin bowling coach
ahead of the upcoming
season, a§ per a release
from PBKS

Bahutule replu('es Sunil
Joshi, who served in the
role, previously from
2023 t0 2025.

Sairaj Bahutule brings
in years of experience,
having been a veteran of
first-class cricket and a
highly-regarded cricket
coach. He has previous-
ly held coaching roles
with domestic teams like
Kerala, Gujarat, Vidhar-
bha and Bengal, and
IPL franchise Rajasthan
Royals, focusing on de-
veloping young talent
and optimizing bowling
strategies across  for-
mats.

Satish Menon, CEO of
Punjab Kings extended

a warm welcome to Ba-
hutule and , “We ex-
tend our sincere thanks
to Sunil Joshi for his ded-
icated service and con-
tribution to the Punjab
Kings over the years. As
we look forward, we are
thrilled to welcome Sairaj
Bahutule to our coaching
staff. Sairaj’s deep un-
derstandmg of the game,
particularly his extensi
experience in grooming
domestic bowlers and
managing strategy, will
uable to our side.

building a strong and
cohesive bowling unit

for the season ahead,” as
quoted from a release by
PBKS.

Sairaj Bahutule also
shared his excitement
about joining the fran-
chise and stated, “I'm
really excited to join
Punjab Kings as a spin
bowling coach for the
upcoming  IPL  sea-
son. This is a team that
plays a different brand
of cricket, and I can see
the pmenklal is massive.
They have a bunch of
talented players, and
T'm looking forward to
working with them to re-
fine their Is and help
them reach new heights.
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Bengaluru
Torpedoes set
for high-voltage
clash against
Ahmedabad
Defenders

Hyderabad (Telangana):
The Bengaluru Terpe-
doss are gearing up for
a fhrilling  gemi-final
showdown against the
Ahmedabad Defonders
in the Prime Volleyball
League (PVL) at the
Gachibowli Indsar Sta-
dinm, Hyderahad, en
Thursday.

The Torpedoes fin-
ished ssond on the
table with 14 points
from seven matches,
delivering me of their
moest consistent seascns
under two-time Olyra-
pic medallist and head
coach David Lee, Mean-
while, Ahmedabad, the
2023 champiens, fal-
lowed dlose behind in
third with 12 points,
combining grt and ex-
perience to reach the
playoffs, a3 per a press
release from PKL.

Bengaluru's  season
has heen dsfined by bal-
ance and resilisnce. At-
tacksrs Jalen Penross
and Joel Benjamin have
led from the front, while
middle bleckers Mujeeh
We and Jishnu PV have
provided 4 strong defan-
sive spins along with the
mhalif; libero, Midhun-
kurnar.

Reflacting on the cam-
paign, head ocach David
Lee expressed immense
pride in his squads
growth, “T am pretty im-
pressed with how we
plaged for the entire
season: Even though we
were kind of up sgainst
the wall most of the time,
they fought back really
well and showed they can
still compete even wher
we'renet at full strength.”

The Defenders, on the
ather hand, will lock to
their Mengolian. power-
house Battur  Patsnuri,
whoss explesive hitting
and all-round presence
have been pivotal to their
suonsss this:season. His
chemistry with seascned
setter Muthusamy  Ap-
pavu gives hmadabad a
lethal attacking edgs, =~
peciallyin transitions.

“The team must havwe
gero regrets when th
leavs, that isall Tcan az{
for. We aregeing to fry o
prepars a8 ell as we can
for the Defenders. Put
if wa come out-and fight
lks: we'me done all sea-
soi, we can be satisfid.

As leng 2 they hawe that
mentaity. T will leave
gverything on the floar
for this team tomerrow.
That's all T am locking
for," David stated.

Viswanathan Anand inaugurates Global
Chess League Experience center in Dallas

Dallas:

Tech Mahindra has
launched the Global
Chess League [GCL)
Bxperisnce  Centrs
at its U.8, headquar-
ters in Plano, Dallas.
Viswanathan Anand,
five-time World Chess
Champion, inaugurat-
ed the centre; marking
a significant milestone
in Tech Mahindra"s
mission to  combine
technology,  innova-
tion, and the spirit of
chess, as per 4 release
from GCL.

The GCL  Baperi-
ence Centre serves
as ‘& unique hub for
showeasing the inter-
section of technolegy,
sports, and strategy,
offering fans, play-
ars, and {innevators
an immersive envi-
ronment to explore
how cutting-edge AL
analytics, and digital
platforms are firans-
forming the world of
chess.

Located at Tech Ma-
hindra”s Dallas head-
quarters, the spacs of-
fars & pancramic view
of Plano”s skyline and

e WMinistry Minis-
fry of Youth Affirs
& Sportshas invited

India actively participat
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Sports Ministry invites public feedback on three
sets of draft national sports governance rules

Hew Delhi::

foedback and comments
fom the general public
and concermed stakehold-
ers on three sets of draft
Ruks, namely, Draft
Haticnal Sports Govern-
ance (Mational Sports
Podies) Rulss, Draft Na-
tiomal Sports Gevernance
(Mational Sports Board)
Rules, and Draft National
Sports Governance (Na-
tional Sports Tribunal) f
Ritles.

g per a reloass, these
Rules have been formu-
lated to facilitate the im-
plementation of the Na-

The Naticnal Sports
Governance fct, 2025,

Henal Sports Governance.  was passed by the Lok
Act, 2025 Sabha on  Auwgust n,
Feedbackjcomments 2025 and by the Ra-

tmay be submitted 1o the
Ministry sither by pest
addressed o Director
(Governance 1) at Hall
No. 103, Jawaharlal Neh-
ru Stadinm, Lodhi Read,
New Delbd, or by email at
nules-nsga2025 @eperts.
govin. The last date for
submission of comments/
feedback is November 14,
2025, rslease stated,

India re-elected as VC of
COP10 bureau, reaffirms
commitment to clean sport

Nexw Delhi:

Jya Sabha on August 12,
2025, ad recsived the
President’s assent on Au-
gust 18, 2025, vide Ca-
gette Netification No. GG
DL-E-19082025-265482
with an aim to address
the challenges and im-
pediments in the govern-
anos of sports hodies and
toestablish a comprehen-
sive framewark for the

person of the Burean
- for the Asia-Pacific
(Group TV for the term
2025-2027. Azerbaijan
was elected Chairper-
son of the COP10 Bu-
reaw. Brazil, Zambia,
and the Kingdem of
Saudi Arabia were 4so
elected as Vice-Chairs
far their respective re-
gional groups.

India also extend-
ed in-kind support to
the precesdings of the
COP10 Session by fa-
cilitating provision of
Interactive Boards dis-
playing the journay of
the Anti-Doping Con-
vention.

More than 500 rep-
resentatives of national
govermments, anti-dop-
ing crganisations, and
permanent delegations

ed in the 10th Ssesion
of the Conference of the
Parties (COP10) to the
Internaticnal  Conwen-
tion against Doping in
Sport, held frem Octo-
her 20to 22 at UNESCD
Headquarters in Paris.
The mesting marked
the zoth anniversary of
the Convention, which
is the only legally bind-
ing intemational in-
strument committed to
promoting integrity and
eliminating doping in
spart globally, as per a
press release from the
Union Sports Ministry.
The Indian delega-
tien, comprising Hari
Ranjan Rac, Secretary
(Sports), and AnantKu-
mar, Director (eneral,

Mational Anti-Doping to UNESCD  attend-
Ageney (NADA), en- ed the mesting, Dis-
gaged with delsgates cussions focused on

from over 140 States
Parties, alongside rep-
resentatives of the Afri-
can Unicn, Internation-
al Clympic Committes,

strengthening  govern-
ance and complimes
under the Comvention,
financing  the Pund
for the Elimination of

World  Anti-Doping  Doping in Spert, and
Agency (WADA), and  addressing  emerging
other international er-  challengss, including

ganisations.

During the procesd-
ings, India was re-elact-
ed as the Viee-Chair-

gene manipulation, tra-
ditional pharmacopos
ia, and sthical consid-
erations in spert.

Viswanathan Chessl

‘tional Sperts Board,
Draft National Sports
Gowmane  (Nation-
al Sports Board) Rules
prescribe the. structure;
funcions, and oompe-
sifion of the Naticnal
Sports Board, including
the constitution of the
Search-cum-8election
Committss,  mamner
of appointment of the
Chairperscn. and Merm-
bers, staffng arrange
ments (as per govern-
ment procedurg), and
provisicn for relaxation
by the Central Govern-
ment where applicable.
Draft Mational Sperts
Governance  (Mational
Sports Tribunal) Rules
define the instituticnal
framewerk of the Na-
tional Sperts Tribunal,
governing the appaint-
ment, tenure, and ser-
vice conditions of the
Chairperson, Members,
and staff (as per gov-

#
framework for the inclu-
sion of Sportspersons of
Cutstanding Marit, the
compsition of the Gen-
enal Body and Brecitive
Committee, election pro-
cedurss, and disqualifica-
tien criteria for members
of National Sports Bod-
ies and Repional Sports

gowmanoe and promo-
tion of sportsin India.
The At aims to ensure
ethical practicss, pramets
fair play acrees all lowls
of sport, safeguard the
interests of sportspersons
asthe primary stakshold-
ers,and establisha rebust
eonsystern for sports in

the coumbry, acoording —Pederations. They alss  emment  pracedure).
to a release from the SAT  outline provisions for the  They further outline the
media, Naticnal Sports Election  powers, precadures, and

The Draft Nation- Panel and sperify proce-  administrative  mech-

al Sports Gowermance
(National Sperts Bed-
i) Rules provide the
Servotech Sports launches Fastest Bowler,

Batter of India competition in North Zone

dures for registration and
periodic updating of af-
filiate units with the Na-

anisms for the expedi-
tous  adjudication of
sports-related disputes.

ing, ensuring they re-
ceive the right guidance
torefine their skills,

The winners will also
enjoy a one-year spon-
sorship with 86, ons of
India's leading cricket
equipment brands, and
gain the exclusive op-
portunity to meet and

New Delhi:
Servotech Sperts has
lannched the Fastest
Bowler of India (FIE)
and Fastest Batter of
India (FIB) competi-
tiong in the North Zone,
The initiative 4ims to
discover and nurture
India's next gensration

Speaking about the
launch, Rishabh Bhatia,
Director of Servotech
Sports, said, “With the
FIB initiative, cur goal
is to identify raw pace
and batting powar from
the grasstoots level and
give them a profession-
al pathway. Indla has

of explesive cricketing  incredible untapped tal-  interact with interna-

talents. ent, and we want to be  tional fast howlers and
Each  participant,  the bridge that comects  batters.

bowler or batter, will  thess players to big op- Servotech Sports has

get sixballs toshow case
their spesd and skill
For the Fastest Bowler
of India, any participant

portunities”

The overall winners
will receive a cash prize
of Rs 1 lakh, while two

been actively working
to smpower young ath-
letes throngh initiatives
like these and grass-

bowling abowe 135kanph  standout players will be  rocts trials across the
will beshertlisted for the  awarded a one-year sti-  country. The launch of
next round, while in the  pend toaid their profes-  FIB further reinfore-
PFastest Batter of India  sienal growth. s its mission to bring

contest, players will bs Additionally, five  structured talent devel-
evaluated on bat spsed,  promising. players will opment and recogni-
timing, and powsr, as  be granted a full year of  tion to emerging crick-

pera press release; free professional coach-  eters nationwide.

the centrs, Pesyush
Dubey, Chairpersen,
Tech Mahindra Glab-
al Chess Leagus, said,
“The Bxperiance Cen-
tre is more than just 4
space; it"s aliving eco-
system for the global
chess community. Our
goal is to bring togeth-
er players, fans, clubs,
universities, and part-
ners to co-create the
fiture of chess. By
combining the game’s
strategic depth with
Tech Mahindra”s ex-
pertise in AT and dig-
ital  transformation,
we”re building an in-
novation hub that re-
flects the future of the

features state-of-the-
art facilities for tour-
naments, live analysis,
digital chess innova-
tiens, and community
engagement,
Viswanathan Anand,
five-time World Chess
Champion, said, “The
Global Chess Leagus
has always stood for
innovation and col-
laboration. This Ex-
perienes Centre rep-
resents the next step

in making chess more
engaging, interactive,
and global. I"m proud
to see how Tech Ma-
hindra is lsveragin
technclogy to expan§
the reach of the game
and ingpire the next
generation.,”

The Experisnce Oen-
tre is designed to fos-
ter collaboration with
universities, chess fad-
erations, and technal-
ogy partners, promot-

art.”

Since its inception,
the venue has already
hosted notable events
such as the Texas
Women”'s State Chess
Championship, which
brought together com-
petitors from 13 coun-
tries. Tt will continue
to host tournaments,
chess-tech showcases,
and interactive pro-

Shyam Lal College of
Delhi University defeat-
ed SAT Kurukshetra 2-1
torwin the title of All Tn-
dia g3rd Shrigut Baba
Bhagat Smriti Hockey
Tournament  held at
Shahjahanpur, District
Kotputli, Rajasthan,

A 2 winner, Shyam
Lal Collsge team also
received prize money

ing the study of AT in
chess, digital coaching
tocls, fan engagement
innovations, and es-
ports integration. It
also serves as a hase
for Tech Mahindra”s
growing global chess
initiatives, including
Glohal Chess League
Season 3, set to take
place in Mumbal later

this year. grams for enthusiasts, | of Rs 51000, The run-
Speaking about  students, and  part- | ner-up SAI Kurnkshet-
the vision behind ners. ra team received prize

Breaking Time

What to do
Fillin the grid so that every row, svery column, and
every 3x3 box contains the digit 1to 9. Every puzzle
has cnly corract solution.

# |1 2 9|3

2 1

114(2|7|6|3]5|9|8
6 918|4|2]7[1]3
3/7/8]1(9/5]6/2]4
8\6|5]14|1[9]2[3]7
4/3(1]12|8|7]9|5|6
2/9/7]15|3[6]4(8][1
9/1/6]/3|5|4|8|7|2
7/8(4]19|2|1]3|6|5
5/2|3]6|7/8]1/4/9
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Shyam Lal College wins All India
43rd Shriyut Baba Bhagat Smriti
Hockey Tournament at Shahjahanpur

Teurnaren! nt

mon;;af}is E;GOU.
toSai Kurukshetra play-

For Shyam Lal Cel-

lege, Satish and Praty-  er Bittu.
ush Singh Jaggi scored  Champion team of
one goal each in the fi-  Shyam  Lal  College:

nal match, while for SAT
Kurukshetra, Sahajprest
scored cne goal.

32 teams from all over
Tndia participated in this

Harsh  Sharma  (Cap-
tain), Rahul, K. Rehit

Himanshu, Mcham-
mad Kamil (goalkeeper),
Lalit, Navesn Bidhuri,
Shlck Tiwari, Pratyush
Singh  Jaggi, Mand-
kishere, Pankaj, Bhu-

tonmament.
The Best Defender of
the Tournament award

went to Rahul of Shy-  pendra, Manmohan,
am Lal College, while Raju, Satish and Ga-
the Best Forward of the  nesh.




Prabhas receives
heartfelt birth-
day wish from
sister Pragathi

Hyderabad

ctor  Prabhas

turned a year old-

er on Thursday,

o3rd  October
2025. Making his special day
even more special, his loved
ones flooded social media
with heartfelt wishes. His
sister Pragathi also penned a
sweet wish for her "An-
nayaaaa’.

Taking to Instagram, she
wrote, "Happy happy birth-
day Annayaaaa. Love you so
muchhhh Our built-in pro-
tector and life long guide
(@actorprabhas Always your
biggest fan and loudest
cheers." She also shared a
string of pictures with Prab-
has,

Prabhas also received an
adorable message from "Kan-
tara" fame Rishab Shetty.

"Wishing our own Darling,
#Prabhas Sir a blessed and
powerful year ahead May
you continue to entertain
and inspire audiences across
the world with your incredi-
ble journey Happy Birth-
day," Rishab wrote on X.

ENTERTAINMENT

Mumbai
fter having
a  Diwali
bash with
amily and
friends, Bollywood
couple Ranbir
Kapoor and
Alia Bhatt
grabbed
the
eye-

4
sl

balls with their chic
and casual look at
Kalina Airport in

! Mumbai.
The couple
were seen get-
ting out of their
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car with adorable Raha,
rawing attention from fans
and paps.

Ranbir Kapoor greeted the
paparazzi with his signature
smile and a casual wave be-
fore entering the terminal.

He sported a classic denim
jacket over a plain white T-
shirt, teamed with a cap,
creating an effortlessly cool
look. Alia chose a white tank
top and sunglasses, keep-
ing her look simple and com-

Ranbir-Alia make stylish
appearance at Kalina
L's airport with daughter Raha

fortable.

Recently, the ‘Jigra' actor
shared the glimpses of their
fun-filled Diwali celebration,
posting adorable pictures of
Ranbir, her daughter Raha,
Shaheen Bhatt, filmmaker
Ayan Mukerji, and others.
ng to her Instagram
handle, she shared a series of
photos, with the first one
showing Alia and Ranpir
posing for the camera. While
Ranbir opted for a white
Kurta, Alia looked stunning
in a pink kurti with a light
green pleated skirt.

Alia also shared a cute
picture of Raha in which she
can be seen painting the
diyas, while the video of
‘Highway' star with Shaheen
perfectly captures the sis-
ters' bond.

Along with the pictures,
Alia gave a sweet caption,
"Dilwali Diwali.. Happy Di-
wali to you and yours"

Nikita Porwal offers prayers at
Ujjain's Mahakaleshwar temple

Ujjain

em-
Fina
s India
World
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Prabhas' new film
'Fauzi' announced,
check out first poster
T T T 5 I

N

Mumbai
n the occasion of
his  birthday,
Prabhas treated
his fans to a spe-
cial announcement of his
new film.

Titled 'Fauzi', the film is
directed by Hanu Raghava-
pudi. The makers also
shared an intriguing poster
of Prabhas’ character.

"#PrabhasHanu is
#FAUZI - The bravest tale
of a soldier from the hidden
chapters of our history.
Happy Birthday, Rebel Star

ALONE

Happy Birthday to our
dearest #Prabhas garu .
Taking pride in presenting
you as #FAUZIL, this journey
so far has been unforget-
table and only promises to
get bigger from here! FAUZI
- The bravest tale of a sol-
dier from the hidden chap-
ters of our history,' he post-

Earlier in the day, Prab-
has received an adorable
birthday message from his
sister Pragathi.

Taking to Instagram, she
wrote, "Happy happy birth-

#Prabhas (sic),” the post dayAnnayaaaa. Love you so

read. muchhhhOur built-in pro-
Hanu Raghavapudi also  tector and life long guide

expressed about ~ @actor s Alway

his collaboration with the
‘Baahubali’ star.

s your
biggest fans and loudest
cheers.”

hakaleshwar Temple in Uj-
jain on Thursday and sought
theblessings of Lord Shiva.

She attended the Bhas-
ma Aarti and experienced
the divine atmosphere while
seated in the Nandi Manda-
pam.

Shared her experience af-
ter visiting the temple and
attending Bhasma Aarti,
Nikita said "For the first
time, I got the good fortune
of getting the darshan of
Baba Mahakal and attending
Bhasma Aarti. I am very

grateful to Baba Ma-
hakaleshwar because noth-
ing can happen without his
will. Talso thank the temple
administration for inviting
and giving me the opportu-
nity to attend the Aarti."

Baba Mahakaleshwar's
world-renowned Bhasma
Aarti is considered divine
and mystical. Devotees from
far and wide gather at the
Mahakal temple to witness
the sacred ritual performed
during the Brahma Muhur-
ta and seek blessings from
Baba Mahakal.

Mumbai
t"s a double celebra-
tion at megastar Chi-
ranjeevi's home as his
son Ram Charan and
daughter-in-law Upasana
Kamineni Konidela are ex-
pecting their second child.
Upasana took to her In-
stagram account on Thurs-
day to share the happy news
as she posted an adorable
video from the family"s Di-
wali celebrations, which also
coincided with her Seeman-
tham (baby shower).
Along with the video, she
wrote, "This Diwali was all
about double the celebra-
tion, double the love and
double the blessings."
In the dip, Upasana is
seen dressed in a blue tra-

Jonita Gandhi, Progressive
Brothers to open for
Enrique Iglesias in Mumbai

Mumbai
ndo-Can inger
Jonita Gandhi and
the electrifying EDM
duo  Progressive

Brothers will open for
global artist Enrique Igle-
sias in his upcoming
Mumbai concert.

Excited about her per-
formance, Jonita Gandhi
in a press note stated, "It's
truly a dream
come Ex-
true

share
the stage
with Enrique Iglesias, 1
grew up listening to his
music, he's such an icon.
I'm incredibly excited to
connect with fans and
bring my energy to this
concert."

Progressive Brothers
added, "Opening for En-
rique is an incredible ho-
nour. We can't wait to

Ram Charan w1fe Upasana

ditional outfit, surrounded
by herloved ones who show-
ered her with love, blessings,
and gifts. Ram Charan and
their daughter Klin Kaara
stood by her side throughout
the ceremony. Chiranjeevi
and his wife Surekha were
also seen posing happily
with the couple. Actor Na-
garjuna and his family were
also part of the Diwali cele-
brations, making the occa-
sion even more special.

Upasana and Ram Charan
welcomed their first child,
daughter Klin Kaara, in
2023. The couple, however,
hasnot yet revealed her face
to the public.

Recently, Ram Charan
was seen with his wife and
father-in-law, Archery Pre-

cited about her
performance, Jonita
Gandhiin a press note
stated, "It's truly a dream a
come true to share the stage
with Enrique Iglesias. | grew up
listening to his music, he's such
an icon. I'm incredibly excited
to connect with fans and
bring my energy to
this concert."

bring our unique sound to
the audience and set the
stage for an unforgettable

Enrique will perform on
October 29-30 at MMRDA
Grounds, BKC.

"I've missed performing
in India. The fans there are
some of the most loyal and
passionate in the world.
Since my first show back
in 2004, the love has
always been un-
real. I can't
wait to get
back to
Mumbai
n d
bring
them
this

new
show,"
said Tgle-
sias in a
statement.

This
Enrique's return to
India after 13 years. His
last concert in the country
was in 2012 during his
"Euphoria World Tour,"
where he performed in
Pune, Gurugram, and Ben-
galuru. 'Hero', 'Baby 1 Like
It', '‘Bailamos', and 'Beau-

marks

tiful' are some of his mem-
orable tracks that audi-
ences still listen to on loop.

mier League co-founder Anil
Kamineni, meeting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during the ongoing Archery
Premier League tourna-
ment.

On the workfront, theac-
torwill be next seen in Ped-
di. "Peddi" also stars Janhvi
Kapoor, Shiva Rajkumar,
Jagapathi Babu, and Di-
vyenndu in key roles,

The film is being produced
by Venkata Satish Kilaru
under the banner of Vriddhi
Cinemas, with Mythri Movie
Makers and Sukumar Writ-
ings as presenters. Directed
by Uppena fame Buchi Babu
Sana, the film stars Ram
Charan in the lead and is set
for a global release on March
27,2026.



