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Day after Diwali, Delhi records
worst air quality in 5 years

B The city recorded its worst air quality on Tuesday since 2021, with PM2.5 levels reaching 488
micrograms per cubic metre in the 24 hours after Diwali

TSN/New Delhi

he air quality in
i plummet-
on Tuesday
post Diwali as residents
flouted the Supreme
Court-mandated ~ time
slots for bursting of fire-
crackers, even as the
city government blamed
the AAP dispensation in
Punjab for the toxic haze
over the national capi-
tal alleging forced stub-
ble-burning on Monday
night.

The city recorded
its worst air quality on
Tuesday since 2021,
with PM2.5 levels reach-
ing 488 micrograms
per cubic metre in the
24 hours after Diwali,
more than three times
the pre-festival level of
156.6 micrograms per
cubic metre.

Advertisement

In neighbouring Har-
yana too, the air quality
deteriorated with the
AQI falling in the 'very
poor' category in many
areas, including in Gu-
rugram, while it was in
the 'poor' category in
most parts of Punjab.

According to an anal-
ysis of Central Pollution

A

Control Board (CPCB)
data covering the peri-
od from 2021 to 2025,
PM2.5 values in Delhi
consistently spiked dur-
ing Diwali night and ear-
ly the next morning, with
the 2025 post-Diwali
reading of 488 micro-
grams per cubic metre
being the most polluted
period since 2021.

The data shows that in
previous years, average

BJP forced 3 candidates
to withdraw from Bihar
polls: Prashant Kishor

Patna (Bihar)

an Suraaj found-
Jer Prashant Kishor

has said that three
declared candidates of
Jan Suraaj "were forced
to withdraw their nomi-
nations” in the last three
to four days and alleged
that the BJP is trying to
"create an atmosphere
that we're scared".

Kishor, who addressed
a press conference here,
said they won't relent
until BJP is defeated in
Bihar and NDA is up-
rooted. He said if any-
one is feeling the most
threatened in  Bihar
polls, "it's BJP".

"Over the past few
years, the BJP has de-
veloped a reputation
for forming the govern-
ment regardless of who
wins the election. Now,
they've launched a new
campaign in Bihar. The
election process has
begun, and if anyone is
feeling the most threat-

Prashant Kishor

ened, it's the NDA's
BJP... They're using the
mahagathbandhan  to
scare the public, saying,
'Vote for us, or Lalu's
jungle raj will return'...
In the past four to five
days, three declared Jan
Suraaj candidates who
filed their nominations
were forced to with-
draw their nominations,"
Kishor said.

He emphasised that
Jan Suraaj won't back
down and is prepared
to fight the elections
fiercely. Agency

PM2.5 levels rose from
163.1 to 454.5 in 2021,
from 129.3 to 168 in
2022, from 92.9 to 319.7
in 2023 and from 204 to
220 in 2024.

The study by research
and advisory group Cli-
mate Trends attributed
the surge mainly to lo-
cal emissions from fire-
crackers, stagnant winds
of less than one metre
per second and tempera-

ture inversion that traps
pollutants close to the
surface.

The high concentra-
tion of PM2.5 is due to
local firecracker emis-
sions across  different
parts of Delhi. Wind
speed was extremely low,
leaving no scope for dis-
persion, said S K Dhaka,
professor at Rajdhani
College, University of
Delhi.

He added that even
"so-called" green fire-
crackers contributed
significantly to particu-
late buildup and there
was a need to check their
quality and composition.

Experts said the con-
tinuing rise in pollution
levels  despite restric-
tions shows both en-
forcement gaps and pub-
lic disregard for health
warnings.

Delhi found itself en-
veloped in a thick y

ty,
and its air quality into
the 'red zone' on Tues-
day.

Addressing a press
conference, Environ-
ment Minister Man-
Jjinder Sirsa accused the
Aam Aadmi Party of
"playing politics".

The minister claimed
that the real reason be-
hind the worsening air
quality was large-scale
stubble-burning in Pun-
jab.

Sirsa said that every
religion has the right to
celebrate its festival, in-
dicating that bursting of
crackers is an indispen-
sable way of celebrating
Diwali. CONTD ON PAGE-2

Maoist issue on verge of
becoming history: Rajnath Singh

New Delhi

efence  Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday said that

while there is instabili-
ty on the borders, new
types of crime, terrorism
and ideological wars are
emerging within society.

Laying a wreath at the
National Police Memori-
al here on the occasion
of Police Commemora-
tion Day, Singh also said
that the military and po-
lice function on differ-
ent platforms, but their
mission is the same — to
protect the nation.

To have a Viksit Bharat
by 2047, the minister

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

minister said that while
there is instability on
the borders, new types
of crime, terrorism and
ideological wars are

said, bal the ex-
ternal and internal secu-
rity of the nation is more
important than ever.

A joint parade of Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) and the Delhi
police was held as part
of the event.

On the present-day
challenges, the defence

H-1B fee of USD 100,000 won't apply

to status change or extensio

New York

he USD 100,000
fee imposed by the
Trump  adminis-
tration on new H-1B visa
petitions will not apply
to applicants seeking a
"change of status" or "ex-
tension of stay", accord-
ing to fresh guidelines.
Issued by the United
States Citizenship and
Immigration ~ Services
(USCIS) on Monday,
the guidelines clarified
the exemptions to Pres-
ident Donald Trump's
September 19 procla-
mation, 'Restriction on
entry of certain nonim-
migrant workers', which
will raise the fee for new
H1-B visas to a steep

USD 100,000 (approx
INR 88 lakh).

"The Proclamation
does not apply to any
previously issued and
currently valid H-1B vi-

sas, or any petitions sub-
mitted prior to 12:01 am

eastern daylight time
on September 21, 2025,"
the USCIS said.

1t added that the proc-

n cases

HIGHLIGHT

® [ssued by the United
States Citizenship and
Immigration Services
(USCIS) on Monday,
the guidelines clari-
fied the exemptions
to President Donald
Trump's  September
19 proclamation, 'Re-
striction on entry of
certain nonimmigrant
workers'

lamation also does not

prevent any current

Hi1-B holder from travel-

ling in and out of the US.
Agency

emerging within society.

Crime has become
more organised, invisi-
ble and complex, and its
purpose is to create cha-
os in society, undermine
trust and chall the

police for carrying out
their official responsibil-
ity of preventing crime
while fulfilling the mor-
al duty of maintaining
trust in society.

"If people are sleeping
peacefully today, it is

ue to their confidence
in our vigilant armed
forces and alert police.
This c lence is the

stability of the nation,
he said.
Singh commended the

foundation of our coun-
try's stability,” he said,
addressing the police

Haryana cops book
Punjab ex-DGP, wife
in son's death case

Retired Punjab DGP Mohammad Mustafa and his wife and farmer state mini

Razia Sultana; their son Aqil Akhtar Mustafa in centre

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi
he lines between
I power and tragedy
blurred in Panch-
kula this week when the
son of a former Punjab
Director General of Po-
lice and a former state
minister was found dead
under circumstances that
refuse to stay silent. The
story of 35-year-old Agil
Akhtar — son of ex-DGP
Mohammad Mustafa and
former minister Razia
Sultana — is no longer a
private family matter. It
has spiraled into a public
reckoning with the moral
collapse within families
of influence.

Initially dismissed as
a possible case of drug
overdose, Aqil's death
on October 16 was al-
most consigned to quiet
closure. But a video re-

HIGHLIGHT

m Defence minister
said that while there
is instability on the
borders, new types
of crime, terrorism
and ideological wars
are emerging within
society.

personnel who attended
the event.

Drawing attention
to the Maoist problem,
which had been a major
internal security chal-
lenge for a long time,
Singh asserted that the
concerted and organised
efforts of police, Central
Reserve Police Foree,
Border Security Force
and local administration
ensured that the prob-
lem did not escalate and
the people in the left-
wing extremism affected
areas breathed a sigh of
relief. Agency

Jolt to Ukraine peace as Putin-
Trump meet may be stalled

Washington

meeting  between
ian  Foreign
inister  Sergey

Lavrov and US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio,
ahead of a summit be-
tween the two countries
presidents Vladimir Pu-
tin and Donald Trump
has been postponed in-
definitely, CNN report-
ed, citing its sources in
the White House.

This comes despite
Russia on Monday stat-
ing that Lavrov and Ru-
bio held a "constructive"
conversation as part
of preparations for the
meeting between their
two presidents in Buda-
pest, Hungary, Russian
media has reported.

1

Donald Trump and Viadimir Putin (File Photo)

"On October 20, a
phone conversation was
held between Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov and US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio.
A constructive  discus-
sion of potential specific
steps in the interests of
implementing the un-

derstandings  reached
during the October 16
phone conversation be-
tween Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and
US President Donald
Trump was held,” the
Russian foreign minis-
try stated according to
TASS. Agency

corded by him in August
changed everything. In
that recording, Aqil’s
words cut through the
silence — he spoke of
fear, betrayal, and dan-
ger from within his own
family. He accused his
father of an illicit rela-
tionship with his wife,
and claimed that his
mother and sister were
conspiring to falsely im-
plicate or kill him. He
said he had been forcibly
sent to a rehabilitation
centre despite being so-
ber and threatened with
false criminal charges.

On the basis of this ex-
plosive evidence, an FIR
has been lodged against
the former DGP, his
wife, their daughter, and
daughter-in-law, invok-
ing charges of murder
and criminal conspiracy.
Agency

India and
Russia in
talks over
Rs 10,000
crore S-400
missile deal

New Delhi
Having successfully
used it to bring down
6-7 Pakistani fighter and
spy planes in Operation
Sindoor, India is looking
to buy a large number of
missiles worth around
Rs 10,000 crore from
Russia for its S-400 air
defence system.

The S-400 air defence
system of the Indian Air
Force brought down five
to six Pakistani fight-
er aircraft and one spy
plane at a distance of
over 300 Km deep in-
side Pakistan during the
four-day conflict and
has been termed as a
game-changer by the In-
dian Air Force.

"The Indian Air Force
is looking to buy the
missiles in significant
numbers to further bol-
ster its air defence capa-
bilities. The discussions
with the Russian side
are already on in this
regard," defence sources
said.

The Defence Ministry
is likely to take up the
proposal by the Indian
Air Force for approval
at a defence acquisition
council meeting planned
to be held on October 23,
sources said.

India and Russia had
signed a deal in 2018 for
buying five squadrons
of the S-400 air defence
missile systems.

The Indian side is also
looking to add more
S-400 squadrons to its
inventory and is asking
Russia to supply the re-
maining two squadrons
of the missile systems, of
which three have already
been inducted and oper-
ationalised.

Agency
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Day after Diwali,
Delhi records
worst air quality
in 5 years

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

He stressed that de-
spite the lifting of the
ban on green firecrack-
ers this year, Delhi's air
quality index (AQI) rose
only marginally, from
345 before Diwali to 356
the next morning, an in-
crease of "just 11 points”,

Last year, it increased
by 32 units and in 2023
by 83 units, he pointed

out.

"This little increase of
just 11 points was ob-
served this year even
though it was reported
that the highest num-
ber of stubble-burning
incidents occurred last
night," he said, showing
videos purportedly of
burning of crop residue
in Punjab.

Unfavourable mete-
orological  conditions,
combined with vehicular
emissions, paddy-straw
burning,  firecrackers,
and other local pollu-
tion sources, contribute
to hazardous air quality
levels in Delhi-NCR dur-
ing winters.

The capital's air qual-
ity has consistently fall-
en into the 'severe' cat-
egory (AQI above 400)

er Diwali for most of
the past decade, despite
court bans on firecrack-
ers and repeated adviso-
ries from authorities.

Major hotspots such
as  Wazirpur  (423),
Dwarka (417), Anand Vi-
har (404), and Jahang-
irpuri (407) registered
‘severe’ pollution levels,
while even residential
zones like Lodhi Road
and ITO hovered around
340-350.

Despite Supreme
Court restrictions allow-
ing only green firecrack-
ers for limited hours,
emissions rose sharply,
prompting the contin-
uation of Stage II of the
Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP) across Del-
hi-NCR.

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta reiterat-
ed her appeal for pub-
lic cooperation, stating,
“This is not just a policy
matter anymore — i
a public health eme
gency in slow motion.”
Health experts warned
that prolonged exposure
could aggravate respira-
Lory diseases, especially
among, children and the
elderly.

In the days leading
up to the festival, au-
thorities had enforced
preventive action under
GRAP Stage II, banning
most construction and
dust-inducing activities.
The Supreme Court,
while allowing green
crackers between Oc-
tober 18 and 20, aimed
to strike a balanced ap-
proach between tradi-
tion and sustainability.
However, enforcement
faltered as mon-compli-
ance remained wide-
spread.

According to data from
SAFAR and CPCB, par-
ticulate matter (PM2.5)
concentration stood al
more than 15-18 times
the safe limil of 60 pg/
m3 across morth and
central Delhi on Tues-
day morning. Officials
attributed the spike
to meteorological fac-
tors, including stagnant
wind speeds below 5
kmph and reduced at-
mospheric  dispersion.
Experts also flagged the
onset of stubble burn-
ing in Punjab and Har-
yana as contributing to
the pollution surge.

The
warned  that
rain or stable winds,
Delhi’s air could remain
in the ‘severe’ category
throughout the week.
Last year, the city had
reported an  average
post-Diwali AQT of 359,
nearly similar to this
year's levels, indicating
minimal progress de-
spite intensified aware-
ness campaigns.

Agency
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Telangana CM calls on Maoists to
surrender and join development

Hyderabad

elangana Chiet
TMinisl.e!' A, Re-
vanth Reddy on
Tuesday appealed tfo
active Maoist leaders
and cadres Lo surrender
and join mainstream life,
urging them to become
partners in the nation's

development.
"Telangana  suffered
from Maoist and terror-
ist activities in the past.
The indomitable spirit
displayed by the state
police is the result of the
fast declining terror and
naxal activities in the
state in recent times,"
said the Telangana Chief
Minister's Office (CMO).
The Chief Minister
said that many key Mao-
ists have already surren-
dered, " T am appealing
Lo all Maoist leaders and
activists who are active
to surrender before the
police and join main-
stream life. The CM
asserted that Maoists
should join as partners

in the nation-building
and the country's de-
velopment by shedding
the naxal ideology. The
Chief Minister com-
mended the Telangana
police for their exempla-
ry service in rooting out
the naxal menace in the
state.”

Addressing the Police
Commemoration  Day
at the Police Jawans'
Memorial in  Hydera-
bad, CM Revanth Reddy
lauded the Telangana
Police for their exem-
plary service in reduc-

Telangana Chief Mimistor A. Revanth Reddy

ing terror and Naxal ac-
tivities in the state. He
recalled that 191 police
personnel, including six
from Telangana, sacri-
ficed their lives while
performing their duties.
Special mention was
made of Greyhounds
commandos T. Sdndeep,
V. Sridhar, N. Pawan
Kalyan, Assistant Com-
mandant Banothu Jawa-
harlal, and Constables
B. Saidu and Pramod
Kumar.

To support the fam-
ily of CCS Constable
Pramod Kumar, who
recently died in Nizam-
abad, the government
will provide Rs 1 erore
ex-gratia, the consta-
ble’s last drawn salary

SC issues notice to Fortis
Hospital, others in a plea for
compensation over brain injury

__ New Delhi
The Supreme Court has
recently issued a notice
to Fortis Hospital in a
plea by a child, Devarsh
Jain, seeking compensa-
tion for an alleged brain
injury at the time of his
birth in 2017. The child
approached the apex
court through his moth-
er against the Nation-
al Consumer Dispute
Redressal  Commission
(NCDRC), which refused
orders for compensation.

The bench of justices
Sanjay Kumar and Alok
Aradhe issued notice
to Fortis Hospital and
other respondents. The
matter has been listed
for further hearing on
December 8, 2025.

The appeal has been
filed against the order
dated March 17, 2025,
passed by the NCDRC
dismissing the original
complaint of the appel-

lants in limine.
Senior advocate
Menaka Guruswamy,

along with Advocate Ra-
jiv Ranjan Dwivedi, ap-
peared for the appellant
Devarsh Jain, an 8-year-
old child who is in a veg-
etative slate.

The appeal stated that
the appellant, Devarsh
Jain, suffered severe
brain damage at the
hands of two paedia-

tricians empluved l)v
the super-speciality
NABH-certified  Fortis
Hospital at Shalimar
Bagh, New Delhi.

It is alleged that de-
spite being unqualified
professionals, both these
doctors have been ap-
pointed to senjor-most
positions in the hospital,
espectally to admit and
treat newborn babies in
the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit (NICU).

It is further stated that
both doctors brutally
mishandled the appel-
lant's child, causing ir-
reversible brain damage.
As a resul, the child has
been reduced to a per-
manent vegetative state.
The damage culminated
in Cerebral Palsy and
epilepsy, condemning
him to a life of end-
less seizures, complete
muteness, and severe
visual impairment.

until retirement, a gov-
ernment job, a 300-yard
housing plot, and ad-
ditional welfare funds
amounting to Rs 24 lakh.
CM Revanth Reddy re-
called earlier allotments
of housing plots to the
families of 33 policemen
who sacrificed their lives
combating Maoists in
Odisha in 2008.

"Telangana Police built
trust and gave assurance
to society. Police never
compromised and took
Tisks to protect people ",
the CM said.

The CM praised the
Telangana Police for
leading the country in
adopting advanced tech-
nology and innovative
policies to enhance law

enforcement. Citing
the India Justice Re-
port 2025, he noted that
the Telangana Police
Department has been
ranked first nationally.
The Ministry of External
Affairs also commended
the force for its trans-
parent passport verifica-
tion system.

"These achievements
are a testament to the
continuous efforts and
dedication of the Tel-
angana Police,” the CM
said.

CM Revanth Reddy
highlighted  emerging
challenges such as cy-
bererime, digital fraud,
morphing content,
drug-related  offenses,
and human trafficking,

"Telangana  suffered
from Maoist and ter-
rorist activities in the
past. The indomitable
spirit displayed by the
state police is the re-
sult of the fast declin-
ing terror and naxal
activities in the state in
recent times," said the
Telangana Chief Minis-
ter's Office (CMO).

which have become ma-
jor concerns for the po-
lice. Notably, news of cy~
bercrimes now appears
more frequently in the
media than traditional
crimes. He expressed
pride that the Telanga-
na Police are leading the
country in combating
cybererime through the
use of advanced tech-
nology. To strengthen
these efforls, a Cyber
Securily Bureau, headed
by a DGP-level officer,
has been established to
effectively tackle cyber
threats.

"The Telangana Po-
lice Department has set
a national example in

preventing terrorism,
anti-social activities,
communal  agitations,
white-collar crimes,
drug-related  offenses,
cybercrimes, adultera

ed food, gutkha, matk:
and other unlawful a
tivities,” the Chief Minis-
ter said, congratulating
the police for instilling
public confidence and

creating an environ-
ment where crime can-
not go unpunished.

Highlighting  initia-
tives to promote Telan-
gana as a "Drug-Tree"
State, CM Revanth
Reddy noted that the
'Eagle’ (Elite Action
Group for Drug Law
Enforcement) force has
been established with
the aim of complete-
ly eradicating the drug
menace. He appealed
to the police to work
diligently to achieve the
government's  goal of
making Telangana drug-
free. Orders hmealrcad)
been issued delegating
full powers to the po-
lice to take strict action
against those involved
in drug trafficking.

The Chief Minister
also emphasized the
government's com-
mitment to appoint-
ing women officers
lo key police deparl-
ments. Telangana has
set an example for the
country by posting
qualified women IPS
officers in several erit-
ical wings of the police
department. Today,
women IPS officers
head the Telangana
Police Academy, Pris-
ons Department, SIB,
ACB, CID, Vigilance,
Armed Reserve, CCS,
and Cyber Security
Bureau. Additionally,
seven women officers
serve as DCPs in Hyder-
abad, Cyberabad, and
Rachakonda police com-
missionerates.

Battle for Nuapada: BJP, B]D and Congress
Face Off in a High-Stakes By-Election

Manoranjan Sasmal
Bhubaneswar:
The political battle-
ground of Nuapada is
heating up as the BJP,
BJD and Congress pre-
pare for a crucial by-elec-
tion that is shaping into
a test of leadership and
strategy for all three par-
ties. The fight will see
Congress's  Ghashiram
Majhi, BJD's Snehagini
Chhuria and BJP's Jay
Dholakia contest for the
seat, each carrying the
weight of their party's
political ambitions and
internal challenges.

For the Congress, the
by-election is a make-
or-break moment for
PCC President Bhakta
Das. The party has field-
ed Ghashiram Majhi, a
familiar face with a solid
local base. In the 2019
polls, Majhi contested
as an independent after
being denied a Congress
ticket and managed to
secure 51,000 votes — a
number that now makes
him a strong contender.
The Nuapada Assembly
seat also falls under the
Kalahandi  parliamen-
tary constituency, once
represented by Bhakta
Das himself, His influ-
ence in the region gives

Congress a strategic
edge.
However, internal

rifts threaten to un-
dercut that advantage.
Senior leaders such as
Ramesh Jena, Moham-
med Mokim, and Sophia
Firdos have been kept
at a distance from the
campaign, raising ques-
tions about the party’s
unity. Jena, who once
defeated the BJD in its
Ganjam stronghold, and
Mokim, who won in Cut-
tack, remain influential
figures whose absence
from the campaign trail
could hurt the Congress.
Insiders suggest that if
the party wins, the cred-
it will go to Bhakta Das,
but if it loses, pressure
will mount within the
PCC to unseat him.
Adding another layer
to the equation, former
Janata Dal leader Nandu
Dhal has joined the Con-
gress along with twenty

thousand  supporters,
sparking both excite-
ment and controver-
sy. His past statements
against the Congress
and pending legal cas-
es have become a point
of debate among work-
ers. Despite the internal
tension, the party is fo-
cusing on small, door-
to-door meetings rather
than large rallies to con-
nect directly with voters.

The BJP, meanwhile,
has fielded Jay Dhola-
kia, son of late BJD
MLA Rajendra Dholakia.
Once part of the BJD,
Jay’s entry into the BJP
symbolizes a  shifting
political tide. The par-
ty is conlesting under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi and State BJP
President  Manmohan
Samal. However, fac-

tionalism within the BJP
is evident, with tensions
among Union Minister
Dharmendra  Pradhan,
Samal, and the Chief
Minister.

Pradhan’s  absence
from a recent rally in his
own region — attended
by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi — has been
read as a sign of his di-
minished inflluence. The

to field y
Dholakia instead of Bas-
ant Panda’s son, despite
Panda being a senior
BJP leader and former
state president, has add-
ed to the internal dis-
content, Panda is seen
campaigning reluctantly,
aware that Dholakia’s
victory could overshad-
ow his own family's po-
litical future.

Still, for the BJP, this
by-election is about
prestige. It is the first
major electoral test
since the party came
to power in Odisha. A
victory would prove
that the BJP can win
independently, without
leaning on Dharmen-
dra  Pradhan’s influ-
ence. Jay Dholakia has
been working o unite
local party workers
and is highlighting Lhe
achievements of the
Majhi government over
the past 15 months.

ECI appoints
three observers
for Jubilee
Hills by-election

Hyderabad
The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) has
appointed three observ-
ers for the Jubilee Hills
by-election, scheduled
to be held on November
11. This is done to ensure
a fair and transparent
voting process.

According to the offi-
cials, the observers will
oversee the procedure
and ensure it goes on
smoothly with no dis-
crepancies.

The three observers
are IAS Ranjit Knmar
Singh (General Observ-
er), Om Prakash Trip-
athy (Police Observer),
and IRS Sanjiv Kumar
Lal (Expenditure Ob-
server).

These officers will
monitor  various  as-
pects of the electoral
process, including gen-
cral arrangements, law
and order, and election
expenditure. They will
also be responsible for
the fair conduct of the
Jubilee Hills by-elec-
tions.

The observers will
oversee critical com-
ponents of the election
process, from ensuring
a model code of con-
duct compliance, mon-
itoring law and order,
to scrutinising election
expenditure.

Meanwhile, the Con-
gress has fielded Back-
ward Class (BC) leader
V Naveen Yadav, while
the BRS has fielded Go-
pinath's widow Sunitha
in the Jubilee Hills by-
poll. the BJP has nom-
inated Lanka Decpak
Reddy.

Earlier today, ATMIM
chief and Hyderabad
MP Asaduddin Owaisi
said that his party will
not field any candidate
for the bypoll as it will
extend support to the
Congress candidate.

He appealed to the
people of Jubilee Hills
to suppun Congress
nominee Naveen Yadav.

is not fielding
a candidate from Jubi-
lee Hills. We appeal to
the people of Jubilee
Hills to vote fora young
leader, Naveen Yadav
(Congress  candidate),
so Lhal he can bring de-
velopment Lo Jubilee
Hills. This is the deci-
sion of the party,” he
informed.

Earlier, on Octaber 6,
the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) an-
nounced that by-elec-
tions for eight assembly
constituencies — across
seven states and Un-
ion Territories will take
place on November 11.
These by-elections are
being held to fill vacan-
cies caused by various
reasons such as resig-
nations, deaths, or dis-
qualifications.

The by-elections will
take place in Jammu
and Kashmir's Budgam
and Nagrota districts,
Rajasthan's Anta district,
Jh; and's  Ghatshila
district, Telangana's Ju-
bilee Hills district, Pun-
jab's Tarn Taran district,
Mizoram's Dampa dis-
trict, and Odisha's Nua-
pada distriet.

VP CP Radhakrishnan pays tribute to police personnel on Police Commemoration Day

New Delhi
Vice-President
Radhakrishnan has p11(l
tribute to the courage
and sacrifice of pulice
personnel on the occa-
sion of Police Commem-
oration Day, a release
said on Tuesday.

In his message, the
Vice-President said that
Police Commemoration
Day is an occasion to
honour the exemplary
courage and supreme
sacrifice of the members
of our police forces. He
said their unwavering
commitment to safe-
guard the nation and

ensure the security and
well-being of the people
commands the deepest
respect of all citizens.

The  Vice-President
noted that police per-
sonnel exemplify brav-
ery, compassion, and an
unyielding sense of duty
through their steadfast
dedication and read-
iness lo serve even in
times of crisis and hu-
manitarian need.

"On Police Commem-
oration Day, I solemnly
pay tribute to the ex-
emplary courage and
supreme sacrifice of our
police personnel. Their

unwavering commit-
ment to safeguard the
nation and ensure the

security and well-being
of our people commands
our deepest respect,” the

Vice-President said in a

poston X,
"Through steadfast
dedication and read-

iness to serve even in
times of erisis and hu-
manitarian need, they
exemplily bravery, com-
passion, and an unyield-
ing scnse of duty. T sa-
lute their noble service
10 the nation,” he added.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
also paid heartfelt trib-
utes to India's police
personnel during Police
Commemoration  Day,
lauding their courage,
dedication, and sacrific-

es in maintaining the na-
tion's safety and security.

In a post shared on
X, PM Modi said, "On
Police Commiemora-
tion Day, we salute the
courage of our police
personnel  and  recall
the supreme sac ¢
by them in the line
of duty. Their stead-
fast dedication keeps
our nation and peo-
ple safe. Their bravery
and commitment in
times of crisis and in
moments of need are
appreciable.”

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh partic-

ipated in the Police
Commemoration Day
programme at the Na-
tional Police Memorial
in Delhi on Tuesday.
Paying heartfelt trib-
utes to the bravehearts,
Singh honored the su-
preme sacrifices made
by police personnel in
service of the nation,

Police  Commemo-
ration Day, ie., Oc-
tober 21, is abserved

across the country to
pay homage to police
bravehearts. The main
function is organised
at National Police Me-
morial, New Delhi.
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City's pollution level remained well under
control before festival: Delhi CM Gupta

M The Chief Minister stated that in the days leading up to Diwali and on the festival
itself, the entire atmosphere of Delhi appeared transformed, as per the release.

New Delhi

elhi Chief Min-

ister Rekha Gup-

ta on Tuesday

emphasised that
the BJP government's "ef-
fective measure” kept the
pollution level in the na-
tional capital "under con-
trol" before the Diwali fes-
tival.

According to a release
from Delhi CMO, Rekha
Gupta also thanked Del-
‘Tites for their "responsible
behaviour" to keep pollu-
tion levels low and re-
specting Supreme Court's
directive by choosing green
firecrackers.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed thatin the days leading
up to Diwali and on the fes-
tival itself, the entire at-
mosphere of Delhi ap-
peared transformed, as per
the release.

According to her, the
people of Delhi had sensed

Delhi Cong
urges govt to
run special
trains to
clear Chhath
Puja rush

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee president De-
vender Yadav has written
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
nav to run special trains
and add additional coach-
es to regular trains to clear
the rush of Poorvanchal
people heading homes to
celebrate the Chhath Puja
festival.

Yadav said that the poor
people from Poorvanchal
who go home to celebrate
the Chhath Puja festival
every year, find it ex-
tremely difficult to get
reservations in existing
trains and the only way to
provide relief to such cat-
egory of passengers is to
run special trains and add
additional coaches, but so
far, the railways have not
shown any concern to the
plight of the Chhath Puja
devotees.

He said that the Delhi
Congress, as aresponsible
opposition party, who re-
gards the people from the
Poorvanchal region as vital
cogs in the progress and
development of the capital,
has brought the plight of
Poorvanchal devotees to
the notice of the PM and
the Railway Minister as it
was the responsibility of
those in power to ensure
that the Chhath Puja rush
of passengers are cleared
with the introduction of
special trains and addition
of extra coaches so that
they could travel in com-
fort. Yadav also requested
the BJP government in city
to make all the necessary
arrangements in time for
devotees who celebrate the
Chhath Puja here in the
Yamuna river banks, par-
ticularly by ensuring that
fresh water is released into
the river by the Haryana
government well ahead of
the festival, to ensure that
the devotees hold the puja
in a safe and clean envi-
ronment.

a\

government that respected
Sanatan (eternal) tradi-
tions while also under-
standing the present-day
needs and sentiments of its
citizens. "The people
placed their faith in the

Sirsa blames Punjab farm fires for Delhi smog, says AAP

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa on
Tuesday announced that air
quality improved after Diwali
celebrations, with the Air
Quality Index (AQI) rising
only 6 points to 351, com-
pared to 360 last year.

This year, Delhi recorded
over 200 clean air days,
marking one of its best per-
formances ina decade. Sirsa
accused the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) governmentin Pun-
jab of intentionally cansing
air pollution by pressuring
farmers to bum stubble, aim-
ing to portray the Delhi gov-
emment negatively.

Sirsa emphasized that the
air quality post-Diwali is bet-
ter than in past years, with
AQI figures of 462 in 2020
(under AAP), 360 in 2024,
and 3511in 2025.

He criticized AAP leaders

that this time they had a

Delhi Government and cel-
ebrated Diwali with full
enthusiasm,” she said.
Delhi CM criticised the
previous government for
"failing to implement" any
effective anti-pollution
measures and imposing a

———

for politicizing Diwali, stating
that it is a sacred festival
and should not be used for
political gain.

He noted that under the
current government, 27 lakh
metric tonnes of waste have
been removed, real-time

blanket ban on firecrack-

ers. She pointed out that
for almost seven years, Del-
hiites had been in a state of
uncertainty over how to
celebrate the festival.
"Earlier, the Supreme
Court had imposed certain

‘monitoririg of construction
sites initiated, and a signifi-
cant increase in electric and
CNG buses introduced, all
contributing to stabilizing
pollution levels despite
growth in construction and
vehicle registrations.

Delhi Minister Sirsa hints at
artificial rain to fight pollution

New Delhi

As the national capital
grapples with ‘very poor’
air quality, Delhi Environ-
ment Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa on Tuesday
reaffirmed the BJP gov-
ernment’s plan for artificial
rain through cloud seed-
ing.

However, the minister
did not immediately an-
nounce a plan for cloud
seeding, saying that it is
only possible "when there
are clouds."

"For those who are ask-
ing us, why are we not get-
ting cloud seeding done. I
want to tell them that in
cloud seeding, the cloud
comes first and then comes
seeding. Seeding can only
be done when there are
clouds. The day there will
be clouds, we will get seed-
ing done and there will be
rain as well," Sirsa said
during a press conference.

Delhi woke up to a thick
smog on Tuesday morning,
as the air quality deterio-
rated to the 'Very Poor’
category. According to the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), Delhi's
overall Air Quality Index
(AQI) stood at 351 as of 4
pm today.

However, Sirsa pointed
out that the AQI rose to
only 11 points post Diwali
celebrations, He also com-
pared the rise in air pollu-
tion to that of previous
years when there was a
complete ban on fire-
crackers.

"In 2020, the firecrack-
ers in Diwali were going
on. At that time, PM 2.5
was 414 before Diwali and

435 after Diwali. There
was an increase of 21

points in the firecrackers.
In 2021, there was an in-
crease of 8o points. In
2024, when the firecrack-
ers were banned, the AQT
was 328 before Diwali and
360 after Diwali. 32 points
increased when the fire-
crackers were banned. On
the order of the Supreme
Court and on the request of
the Delhi government, we
got permission for green
firecrackers... Before Di-
wali, the AQI was 345, and
after Diwali, the AQI was
356, according to the
CPCB's Sameer App... Only
11 points increased when
the firecrackers were al-
lowed," he said.

"Will you hold Diwali
responsible for this? Will
you hold the faith of all the
Sanatanas and Hindus in
Delhi accountable? What is
the fault in this?" Sirsa
said.

The Delhi Minister fur-
ther criticised AAP for
"blaming" Diwali for the
increase in pollution, ac-
cusing them of disrespect-
ing the festival and accus-
ing the BJP.

"Sanjay Singh and his
colleagues have been
tweeting since last night,
asking to stop celebrating
Diwali. Aam Aadmi Party
president is cursing the
BJP. Diwali isn't the BIP's
festival. The BJP president
and the BJP Chief Minister
are being cursed. This isn't
the BIP's festival. It's a
Sanatan Hindu festival,
and why are you cursing
the festival? Why are you
using words against the
festival? But to say that
BJP is celebrating Diwali,
to say that BJP is bursting
crackers like this, to say
that BJP is doing such
wrong things, I feel very
embarrassed,” he said.

The Supreme Court had
relaxed its earlier blanket
prohibition on fireworks
in the national capital and
permitted the sale and use
of green fireworks with
some conditions.

The Commission for Air
Quality  Management
(CAQM) had imposed
Stage 2 of the Graded Re-
sponse  Action Plan
(GRAP) in the National
Capital Region with im-
mediate effect on Sunday.

restrictions on firecrack-
ers due to rising pollution
levels. However, during
this period, the former gov-
ernment in Delhi failed to
implement any effective
anti-pollution measures
and instead imposed a
blanket ban on firecrack-
ers," she said.

According to the release,
the Chief Minister said that
seeing the people of Delhi
celebrate such a beautiful
and conscientious Diwali
after many years filled her
heart with joy and con-
tentment.

CM Rekha Gupta also
shared that her govern-
ment has been serious
about tackling pollution
from the very beginning.

To reduce dust pollu-
tion, the Delhi government
has deployed 1,000 water
sprinklers and 140 anti-
smog guns across the city.
Mechanical road cleaning

Sirsa pointed out that pre-
vious claims about crackers
being the main source of
pollution are false. With only
a slight increase in AQI, he
confirmed the effectiveness
of the ongoing anti-pollu-
tion measures implemented

is being carried out using
70 mechanical road sweep-
ers and advanced super-
sucker machines equipped
with water-spraying sys-
tems, as per the release.

Additionally, the Delhi
Government has intensi-
fied inspections at con-
struction and demolition
sites to ensure strict com-
pliance with dust control
regulations, the release
stated.

A day after Diwali, the
national capital city, New
Delhi, woke up to a thick
and heavy layer of smog as
the air quality deteriorated
to the 'Very Poor' category
on Tuesday morning, with
most of the monitoring sta-
tions marked in the ‘Red
Zone' of pollution.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Delhi's overall Air
Quality Index (AQI) stood
at 351 as of 4 pm today.

politicising
by the current administra-

tion.

He also highlighted that
improvements in air quality
show that development and
environmental considera-
tions ean coexist when ap-
proached with the right in-
tent and policy.

He criticized the opposi-
tion for focusing on divisive
politics, mentioning that
while AAP was in charge for
a decade, the city was left
with garbage and polluted
rivers, In contrast, the cur-
rent government achieved
significant waste removal
and pollution monitoring in
just seven months.

He dismissed misconcep-
tions about cloud seeding,
clarifying that it can only
occurwhen clouds are pres-
ent, emphasizing the impor-
tance of understanding sci-
entific principles before mak-
ing political statements.

Delhi Police arrests a
woman driver in a hit-
and-run case with a student

New Delhi

Delhi Police arrested a 42
year old worman in connec-
tionwith a hit-and-run case
that led to the tragic death
of a13-year student in Del-
hi on Tuesday. The accused,
identified as Pooja, wife of
Harish Sehrawat, and a res-
ident of New Nangal Dewat,
Vasant Kunj, Delhi was
driving a Mahindra Thar
at the time of the incident,
a police official said.

According to Police
sources, on 15th October. a
PCR call was received at
Police Station Vasant Kunj,
regarding an accident near
Indian Ol Petrol Pump, C-
8, Vasant Kunj, wherein a
black Thar car had alleged-
ly hit a child who was found
unconscious. On receipt of
the information, 10, along
with staff reached the spot
and found traces of blood
and a damaged bicycle. The
injured child was shifted
to Hospital by PCR van,
where he was declared
brought dead.

Crime team was called
at the spot for inspection.
The deceased was identified
as Master M age 13 years
R/o0 Sector-6, R.K. Puram.
The alleged driver is ab-
sconding with the offending
vehicle. A case u/s
279/304A IPC was regis-
tered at PS Vasant Kunj
North & further investiga-
tion is under progress, a
police official said.

According to police
sources, she was enroute
to C-9 Pocket Mother Dairy
to purchase household
items when the accident
occurred. During interro-

According to Police

sources, on 15th Oc-
tober, a PCR call was
received at Police
Station Vasant Kunj,
regarding an acci-
dent near Indian Oil
Petrol Pump, C-8,
Vasant Kunj, where-
in a black Thar car
had allegedly hita
child who was found
unconscious.
gation, the accused con-
fessed to her involvement in
the incident. She has been
‘booked under relevant sec-
tions of the law, and her
driving license (DL) has
been seized. Finally, she
has been granted bail too.
Earlier, a 72-year-old
man was allegedly shot by
his grandsons in Turkman
Gate area on Tuesday
‘morning overa long-stand-
ing property dispute, police
said. The firing incident
was reported at Chandni
Mahal police station. The
victim, identified as Shah-
buddin, sustained a gun-
shot injury and was rushed
to LNJP Hospital, where
he is stated to be stable, of-
ficials confirmed.
According to preliminary
enquiry, the victim, along
with his son and grand-
sons, had been embroiled in
a prolonged property dis-
pute. Police have registered
acase of attempt to murder,
and efforts are underway to
trace the accused.

After Diwali, AQI rose by mere 6 points; our
measures ensured stability in air quality: Sirsa

New Delhi

Delhi Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa on
Tuesday highlighted the ef-
forts in controlling Delhi's
pollution, stressing that de-
spitea 21 percent growth in
construction and an 8 per
cent increase in new vehicle
registrations, pollution levels
have remained stable.

Healsoadded that the ar-
bitrary bans on older vehicles
imposed earlier have been
rationalised, ensuring fair-
ness without compromising
environmental goals.

"This shows that when in-
tent and policy are both
clean, development and en-
vironment can progress to-
gether." Sirsasaid whilead-
dressing a press conference.

Sirsa also shared that Del-
hi's post-Diwali air quality is
significantly better than in
previous years: 2020 (under
AAP rule): AQI 462, 2024:
AQI 360, 2025: AQI 351.

“This clearly proves that
crackers are not the main
cause of pollution. Delhiites
celebrated responsibly, and
our measures ensured sta-
bility in air quality,” Sirsa

said.

He added that Delhi's AQI
rose only by six points —
from 345 to 351 — compared
to yesterday, which shows
the stability and effectiveness
of ongoing anti-pollution
measures.

"Earlier, Pollution Under
Control (PUC) certificates
were issued within 18-30
seconds without proper
checks. Now, every vehicle
undergoes real-time testing
before certification — set-
ting a new benchmark in
transparency,” the Delhi

-

Minister said.

Sirsa alsoaccused the Aam
Aadmi Party-led Punjab gov-
ernment of pressuring farm-
ers to burn stubble to wors-
en Delhi's air quality and
politically target the Rekha
Gupta administration.

He alleged that the surge
in stubble-burning incidents
over the past few days was
"no coincidence” and
claimed that farmers were
being provoked to ignite fires
for political gain.

"Over the past four days,
stubble-burning incidents in
Punjab have surged sharply
and this is no coincidence.
Farmers are being pressured
and provoked to burn stub-
ble so that pollution in Del-
hi can be nused politically to
target the Delhi Govern-
ment," Sirsa told reporters.

The Minister strongly con-
demned AAP leaders' recent
remarks on Diwali celebra-
tions, saying, "Arvind Kejri-
wal and his team are trying
to politicise a sacred festival
Diwali is not the property of
any political party; it is the
festival of India’s soul. Call-

- e
ing Diwali asin’ is an insult
to our faith and culture.”
He added, "This is the
same party that banned
carackers to please one section
of voters, and now labels

those celebrating Diwali as
‘wrongdoers'. These are the
same people who once op-
‘posed Lord Shri Ram inside
the Assembly."

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Delhi's overall Air
Quality Index (AQI) stood
at 351 as of 4 pm today.

The pollution rate at
Lodhi Road was 343:
meanwhile, in Sirifort, it
was 274. The AQI in
Greater Noida and Ghazi-
abad was 282 and 324, re-
spectively.

An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered 'good,’
51 and 100 'satisfactory,’
101 and 200 'moderate,’ 201
and 300 ‘poor,’ 301 and 400
‘very poor, and 401 and 500
‘severe.'

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Expression of Interest (EOI)

File No. No. 1C-MG/Electronic LockINMG Wagon (Part-1)
Delhi Division, Northern Railway invites ‘Expression of Interest for Pilot]
Project of supply, installation and maintenance of different types of|
12 e-locks (06 e-locks are permanently fitted on door and 06 elocks
are of padlock type) on 01 (one) NMG rake for a period of one (01)
year. The detailed information regarding EOI is available on the offiial
website of Northem Railways .. www.nrindianrailways.gov.in.
Last dateforsubmission of EOIis upto 15:00 Hrs on 28/10/2025.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

3260/2025|

are available on NOIDA

corrigendum etc.

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida, (U.P.)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.in

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with
UPLC Lucknow for the fallowing jobs against which bids
can be uploaded and same sl
as per schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders
Authority's official website:
www.noidaauthorityonline.in & htp:/letender.up.nic.in, Please
ensure to see these websites for any changes/ amendments &

all be opened/down|oaded

1. Job No.( i 26, AMC of 3
K;IéSS_Fibi!izsf Qty. 80 (For 1 Year). cost: Rs. 5,90,000/- Inclusive
of

Which can be uploaded by date 27.10.2025 upto 5.00 PM.
Pr i shall be on d

n date 28.10.2025

at11.00AM.

Manager (System)
NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA
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Indian Army signs MoU with DTU to
boost defence technology and Al skills

New Delhi
he Indian Army
'marked a key mile-
stone by signing a
memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
Delhi Technological Uni-
versity (DTU) in Delhi. The
MoU aims to promote re-
search and offer courses for
military personnel in key
domains, including defence
technology, artificial intel-
ligence and cyber security.
In a post on X on Tues-
day, the Indian Army said,
"In alandmark MoU signed
between the #IndianArmy
and Delhi Technological
University, a significant
stride has been taken to-
wards advancing #At-
manirbharBharat through
innovation and Military-

55-year-old
man found
unconscious at

home in Palam
New Delhi

Civil synergy.

"The collaboration foeus-
es on research and courses
for military personnel in
key domains, including De-
fence T l Artificial

Brig. A S Bain:

ies, Data Analytics and Sol-
dier Upskilling. By bridging
operational experience with
academic excellence, the
partnership aims to builda

formation," the post added.

Earlier on Wednesday,
the Ministry of Defence
signed a contract worth Rs
659.47 crore for the pro-

Intelligence, Robotics, Cy-
ber Security, Geoinformat-

tech ly emp i
future-ready force and drive
India's #DecadeofTrans-

Septuagenarians shot
by grandsons over
property dispute in Delhi

New Delhi

A 55-year-old man was
found unconscious inside
his residence in Palam Vil-
lage on Sunday morning
and was later declared dead
at a hospital, police said.

The deceased, identified
as Arvind Kumar Subah,
resident of Mahavir En-
clave, Palam, was working
as an Under Secretary in
the Goverment of India.

According to police, a
PCR call was received on
Sunday at 8:20 am at
Palam Village Police Sta-
tion regarding a person ly-
ing unconscious inside a
room.

"Acting promptly on the
information, the EO along-
with staff reached the spot
where the Fire Team and
PCR staff were already
present. The District Crime
Team was also called for in-
spection of the scene. The
fire team broke open the
upper window of the main
door and entered the prem-
ises, where one male per-
son was found lying un-
conscious on the floor,”
police said.

He was immediately
shifted to DDU Hospital,
where the attending doctor
declared him "brought
dead".

During the enquiry, it
was revealed that the de-
ceased was residing alone
at his Delhi residence,
while his family members
were in Bihar to celebrate
the Diwali and Chhath fes-
tivals. The family was in-
formed about the incident
and arrived in Delhi by
flight at around 2:00 PM.
His wife, elder son (aged 23
years) and younger son
(aged 19 years) reached the
spot.

A 72-year-old man was
allegedly shot by his
grandsons in Turkman
Gate area on Tuesday
morning over a long-
standing property dispute,
police said. The firing in-
cident was reported at
Chandni Mahal police sta-
tion.

The victim, identified
as Shahbuddin, sustained
a gunshot injury and was
rushed to LNJP Hospital,
where he is stated to be
stable, officials confirmed.

According to prelimi-
nary enquiry, the victim,
along with his son and
grandsons, had been em-
broiled in a prolonged
property dispute.

Police have registered a
case of attempt to murder,
and efforts are underway
to trace the accused.

Meanwhile, a man was
stabbed to death outside
his residence in Shahbad
Dairy during a violent al-
tercation over a dispute
while bursting crackers,
police said.

The incident occurred
on the intervening night
of October 20-21, at
around 12:22 AM, when
information regarding the
attack was received at
Shahbad Dairy police sta-
tion.

The victim, identified
as Sitamber Prasad alias
Dileep, son of Sikander
Singh, was found lying in
the street with a stab in-
jury over right side of
chest. "He was allegedly
attacked by three to four
persons and one of them
stabbed him outside his
house. The alleged per-
sons also beat his brothers
Deepak and Sandeep,” po-

lice said.

Upon the enquiry, it
was further revealed that
a fight occurred between
Sandeep, his younger
brother and alleged per-
sons about one hour be-
fore the incident on issue
of abuses while bursting
crackers.

Based on the statement
of Deepak Prasad, a case
was registered under FIR
No 739/25 and under sec-
tions 103(1)/3(5) BNS
(Punishment for murder),
and an investigation was
launched.

During the investiga-
tion, police recorded wit-
ness statements and ex-
amined CCTV footage
from nearby areas. Tech-
nical surveillance has
been initiated to trace the
absconding accused per-
sons. On the basis of man-
ual efforts and technical
surveillance, police team
succeeded to apprehend
the accused: Dheeraj, 24,
resident of Shahbad
Dairy; Akash alias Baba,
24, resident of Shahbad
Dairy; and Tarun, 22, res-
ident of Inderprasth
Colony, Ashok Vihar.

Efforts are ongoing to
apprehend the fourth ac-
cused, Ajay alias Ali, with
raids being conducted at
multiple locations. Fur-
ther investigation of the
case is in progress.

Govt lies about artificial rain, colludes with

private hospitals: Saura

New Delhi

Delhi  AAP  President
Saurabh Bharadwaj on
Tuesday, launched a
scathing attack on the gov-
ernment, accusing it of fail-
ing to control polhution fol-
lowing Diwali celebrations
and questioned as to why
the "promised artificial rain
was not conducted".

Bharadwaj's remarks
came as New Delhi woke up
toa thicklayer of smog after
the Diwali festival, with air
quality deteriorating to the
'Very Poor’ category and
most monitoring stations
falling in the 'Red Zone'.

Bharadwaj said that the
government has a collusion
with private hospitals. "The
government lies. The gov-
ernment said that after Di-
wali, we would fix all the
pollution by conducting ar-
tificial rain. Did artificial
rain happen? No, my ques-
tionis that if you could have
conducted artificial rain,

then why didn't you do it?
Do you (the government)
want people to fall ill. The
government has a collusion
with private hospitals,” he
said.

Earlier today, residents
of Delhi have complained
about breathing difficulties
and irritation in eyes fol-
lowing the rise in air pollu-
tion post Diwali celebra-
tions.

Sagar, a resident of the
national capital, held people
accountable for the dip in air

bh Bharadwaj

quality.

of Night Sights
(image intensifiers) for the
7.62x51 mm SIG 716 as-

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta meets PM Modi,

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tues-
day and extended Diwali
greetings during a courtesy
visit.

Ina poston X, Delhi CM
expressed her gratitude af-
ter meeting the Prime Min-
ister, describing him as "the
world's most popular leader
and India's illustrious Prime
Minister."

"Paid a courtesy visit to
the world's most popular
leader and India's illustrious
Prime Minister, the hon-
ourable @narendramodi ji,
and conveyed heartfelt Di-
wali greetings. The es-
teemed Prime Minister ji's
company and his blessings
inspire new energy and de-
termination to serve Delhi
with even greater dedica-
tion. Heartfelt thanks for
your valuable time and
guidance," CM Gupta said.

sault rifle and associated
accessories for the Indian
Army, the ministry said in

manirbharata  (self-re-
liance) in defence manu-
facturing. The ministry stat-

an official release The Night  ed that the initiative is ex-
Sights wil ble soldiers o pected toent domestic
fully exploit the longer ef-  defence industry capabili-
fective range of the SIG716  ties and create opportuni-
Assault Rifle. ties for micro, small, and

According to the release, medium enterprises
the procured Night Sights (MSMES) to be involved in

will enable accurate en-
gagement of targets up to an
effective range of 500 me-
tres, even under starlit con-
ditions, and will provide a
marked improvement over
currently fielded Passive
Night Sights (PNS).

The procurement has
been classified as a Buy
(Indian-IDDM) case, with
over 51 per cent indigenous
content, marking a signifi-
cant step towards Aat-

Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called on
President Droupadi Mur-
mu at Rashtrapati Bhavan
and shared Diwali greet-
ings.

The President of India in
a social media post said,
"Prime Minister
Shri@narendramodicalled
on President Droupadi
Murmu at Rashtrapati Bha-
van and shared Diwali
greetings."

Earlier today, President

component manufacturing
and raw material supply
chains.

The contract was signed
with the consortium com-
prising M/s MKU Ltd (Lead
Member) and M/s Medbit
Technologies Pvt Ltd on
October 15, 2025. The Night
Sight will enable soldiers
to fully exploit the longer ef-
fective range of the SIG 716
Assault Rifle, the defence
ministry said.

Droupadi Murmu extended
Diwali greetings to the na-
tion.

Sharing an X post, Pres-
ident Murmu wrote, "On
the auspicious occasion of
Diwali, I extend my heartfelt
greetings and best wishes to
all Indians, both in India
and across the world."

"This festival of jov is also
an occasion for self-reflec-
tion and self-improvement.
This festival is also an op-
portunity to help and sup-

Man stabbed to death in Delhi on
dispute over bursting crackers

New Delhi
Aman was stabbed to death
outside his residence in
Shahbad Dairy during a vi-
olent altercation over a dis-
pute while bursting crack-
ers, police said.

The incident occurred on
the intervening night of Oc-
tober 20-21, at around 12:22
AM, when information re-
garding the attack was re-
ceived at Shahbad Dairy
police station.

The victim, identified as
Sitamber Prasad alias
Dileep, son of Sikander
Singh, was found lying in
the street with a stab injury
over right side of chest. "He
was allegedly attacked by
three to four persons and
one of them stabbed him
outside his house. The al-
leged persons also beat his
brothers Deepak and
Sandeep," police said.

Upon the enquiry, it was
further revealed that a fight
occurred between Sandeep,
his younger brother and al-
leged persons about one
hour before the incident on
issue of abuses while burst-
ing crackers.

Based on the statement of
Deepak Prasad, a case was
registered under FIR No
739/25 and under sections
103(1)/3(5) BNS (Punish-
ment for murder), and in-
vestigation was launched.

y During the investigation,
Hesaid, "Pollution hasn't | police recorded witness
just been i ing today; and |
itsbeen increasing foryears. | CCTV footage from nearby
Everyone blames politicians, | areas. Technical surveil-

but the people themselves
are like this. People aren't
improving themselves.
You'll get firecrackers, but
it's up to you whether to
burst them or not. Then
they'll complain that the
government isn't doing any-
thing... There are problems
in breathing, irritation in
eyes."

lance has been initiated to
trace the absconding ac-
cused persons.

On the basis of manual ef-
forts and technical surveil-
lance, police team suceeed-
ed to apprehend the ac-
cused: Dheeraj, 24, resi-
dent of Shahbad Dairy;
Akash alias Baba, 24, resi-
dent of Shahbad Dairy; and

Efforts are ongoing
to apprehend the
fourth accused,
Ajay alias Ali, with
raids being con-
ducted at multiple
locations. Further
investigation of the

case is in progress.
—

Tarun, 22, resident of In-
derprasth Colony, Ashok
Vihar.

Efforts are ongoing to ap-
prehend the fourth accused,
Ajay alias Ali, with raids
being conducted at multiple
locations. Further investi-
gation of the case is in
progress.

Meanwhile, a 55-year-old
man was found unconscious
inside his residence in
Palam Village on Sunday
morning and was later de-
clared dead at a hospital,
police said.

The deceased, identified
as Arvind Kumar Subah,
resident of Mahavir En-
clave, Palam, was working
asan Under Seeretary in the
Goverment of India.

According to police, a
PCR call was received on
Sunday at 8:20 am at Palam
Village Police Station re-

o
garding a person lying un-
conscious inside a room.
"Acting promptly on the
information, the EO along-
with staff reached the spot
where the Fire Team and
PCR staffwere already pres-
ent. The District Crime
Team was also called for
inspection of the scene. The
fire team broke open the up-
per window of the main
door and entered the prem-
ises, where one male person
was found lying uncon-
scious on the floor, " police
said. He was i diatel

A

[llegal construction halted in
six villages near Noida Airport

Noida

The local administration
has taken a tough stance
against the rampant illegal
construction on land ac-
quired for the second
phase of the Noida Inter-
national Airport.

On Tuesday, the Jewar
tehsil administration rec-
ommended filing FIRs
against more than 100
people in two villages and
immediately halted the
supply of construction
materials to all six affect-
ed villages. The halt in
construction has caused
unrest among the vil-
lagers.

SDM Jewar Abhay Ku-
mar Singh stated that
1181.27 hectare of land in
the villages of Ranhera,
Kuraib, Karauli Bangar,
Dayanatpur, Birampur,
and Mudrah has been ac-
quired for the airport.
However, despite receiv-
ing compensation, many

people are illegally carry-
ing out new constructions
in pursuit of greater prof-
its. The administration
‘has now increased its en-
forcement to prevent these
developments.

The local administra-
tion issued instructions
stating that the supply of
any construction materi-
als, including bricks, sand,
dust to name a few , has
now been banned in these
six villages. Letters have
also been sent to the po-
lice, instructing them to
seize such vehicles and
take legal action against
the firms involved.

The administration has
warned that the sources of
income of those involved
in large-scale construc-
tion will be investigated. If
anyone is found to be in-
volved as a land mafia,
they will be identified and
strict action will be taken
under the Gangster Act.

shares Diwali greetings

port the deprived and the
needy, and to bring joy into
their lives. I urge everyone
to celebrate Diwali safely,
responsibly and in an envi-
ronmentally friendly man-
ner. May this Diwali bring
happiness, peace, and pros-
perity to all," the President
added.

Meanwhile, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Monday continued his tra-
dition of celebrating the fes-
tival of Diwali with soldiers,
as he visted the INS Vikrant
off the coast of Goa and
Karwar this year. PM Modi
interacted with the soldiers
and said he was fortunate to
celebrate the festival of
lights with the Naval per-
sonnel,

"Today, on oneside I have
infinite horizons, infinite
sky, and on the other side
have this giant, INS Vikrant,
embodying infinite powers.
The glow of the sun's rays

onthe ocean's waters is like
the Diwali lamps litby brave
soldiers," he said in his ad-
dress to the soldiers.
Diwaliis a five-day festi-
val that starts on Dhanteras.
On Dhanteras, people pur-
chase jewellery or utensils
and worship the Gods. The
second day is called Naraka
Chaturdashi. It is also
known as Chhoti Diwali, or
Small Diwali. The third day
of Diwali is the main day of
the celebrations. People
worship Lord Ganesha and
Goddess Lakshmi on this
day, offering prayers tobless
‘them with wealth and pros-

perity.

The fourth day of Diwali
is devoted to Govardhan
Puja. The fifth day is called
Bhai Dooj. On this day, sis-
ters pray for their brothers
to have long and happy lives
by performing the Tika cer-
emony, and brothers give
gifts to their sisters.

Residents complain of
breathing difficulties

after dip in

New Delhi
Residents of Delhi have com-
plained about breathing dif-
ficulties and irritation in eyes
following the rise in air pol-
Tution post Diwali celebra-
tions.

Sagar, a resident of the
national capital, held people
accountable for the dipin air
quality.

He said, "Pollution hasn't
just been increasing today;
it'sbeen increasing for years.
Everyone blames politicians,
but the people themselves
are like this. People aren't
improving themselves. You'll
getfirecrackers, but it's up to
you whether to burst them or
Tot. Then they'll complain
that the government isn't
doing anything... There are
problems in breathing, irri-
tation in eyes."

Ashish Ranjan, alocal who
came to Kartavya Path for
running, also complained
about the breathing difficul-
ties. He said, "There are dif-
ficulties in dur-

shifted to DDU Hospital,
where the attending doctor
declared him "brought
dead".During the enquiry, it
was revealed that the de-
ceased was residing alone at
his Delhi residence, while
his family members werein
Bihar to celebrate the Diwali
and Chhath festivals. The
family was informed about
the incident and arrived in
Delhi by flight at around
2:00 PM. His wife, elder
son (aged 23 years) and
younger son (aged 19 years)
reached the spot.

The post-mortem exam-
ination of the deceased was
conducted at DDU Hospital
Mortuary and after com-
pletion of all post-mortem
formalities, the dead body
was handed over to the fam-
ily members.

ing running time. I cannot
breather properly."

Another resident of the
city, said, "It is the responsi-
hility of everyone. If everyin-
dividual takes responsibility,
then the AQI level can be
controlled. Nothing will hap-
pen just by the thinking of
the government and agen-
cies. As a society, we should
take this responsibility and
keep things under control.
There were clear orders to
use green crackers, and if we
can adhere to these rules,
then we would be doing a
good service to the society.”

Local Surender Gupta,
said, "Last year, the pollution
was less. Yesterday, when I
came for morning walk,
there were difficulties in
breathing, but today, it prob-
lem has increased.”

air quality

A day after Diwali, the
national capital city New
Delhi woke up to thick and
Theavy layer of smog as the
air quality deteriorated to
the 'Very Poor’ category on
Tuesday morning, with most
of the monitoring stations
marked in the 'Red Zone' of
pollution.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the overall Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) in Delhi
stood at 359 as of 10 am to-

.

As per the CPCB, Bawana
recorded AQI of 432 as of 10
am, Jahangirpuri had an
AQI of 405, Ashok Vihar
had an AQI of 408 and
‘Wazirpur with an AQI 408
remains the worst hit areas
‘withair quality falling under
‘Severe' category.

During the 'very poor' air
quality, residents might face
breathing difficulties and
one can develop respiratory
illness on prolonged expo-
sure.

The 'severe' air quality af-
fects healthy people and se-
riously impacts those with
existing diseases, as per the
CPCB.

An AQI between 0-50 is
considered good, 51-100 is
satisfactory, 101-200 is mod-
erate, 201-300 is poor, 301~
400 is very poor and 401-
5001s severe.
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Biharis will
no longer

fall for these
deceptions:
Tejashwi Yadav

Paina

RID leader Tejash-
wi Yadav on Tuesday
taunched a sharp attack
on Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah, accusing
him of misleading the
people of Bihar with hol-
low promises on indus-
trial  development. His
remarks came after Shah
spoke about the state’s
land shortage as a ma-
jor hurdle in setting up
large-scale industries.

Sharing a clip of Amit
Shah's interview to a
News network on X, Te-
jashwi wrote, “Even after
running the government
in Bihar for 20 years, Lhe
Home Minister is mak-
ing excuses, saying that
the lactory will be sel
up in Gujarat only, but
the labour there will be
from Bihar. Biharis will
no longer fall for these
deceptions.”

In the video, Amit
Shah can be heard ex-
plaining that Bihar faces
practical difficulties in
bringing large industries
due to a lack of available
land. “We all know that
Lhere is a shortage of
land in Bihar. Bringing
any major industry to
Bihar presents signifi-
cant difficulties in find-
ing land. Therefore, we
should focus on indus-
tries that require min-
imal land. That's why
we want to make Bihar
the nation’s AT hub. We
want to make Bihar a
hub for the software in-
dustry,” Shah said.

Earlier, Union Home
Minister Amil  Shah
sounded the bugle for
the high-stakes Bihar
assembly elections and
announced that if the
NDA returns to powet in
Bihar, it will transform
the state into an “indus-
trial hub.”

Addressing the Intel-
lectuals Conference in
Bihar's Patna, Shah af-
firmed that the youth of
Bihar have the highest
intelligence in the whole
world, and now il's lime
for Bihar 3.0.

“Now it's time for Bi-
har 3.0... We will make
Bihar an  industrial
hub... Youth of Bihar
have the highest intel-
ligence in the whole
world. Bihar may have a
shortage of land, but we
can introduce projects
that require more men-
tal work and less land,”
Shah said in Patna.

Shah also launched
a sharp attack on RJD
supremo and former Bi-
har Chief Minister Lalu
Yadav, saying that the
15-year ‘jungle raj’ of
Lalu-Rabri pushed Bi-
har back by almost half
a century, adding that
the slate lost its dignity,
splendour, and excel-
lence during the same
time.

Shah, in a veiled attack
on TLJa.sh\m Yadav, said
the same “jungle-raj” is
before the people of Bi-
har today, with new fac-
es and asking for votes.

The Union Minister
stated, “What cra was
that, in which Bihar
became a sick state, In
the 15 years of jungle
rule alone, Bihar lost
its pride, wealth, and
knowledge. During the
15 years of jungle raj,
Bihar had lost all its
dignity, splendour, and
excellence of every kind.
Imagine how those 15
years must have been...
The period in which
Bihar's repn!alnon de-
clined...

e further alleged that
the industries set up in
Bihar after independ-
ence left the state due to
“Lalu Yadav's jungle-raj.

Rdvt Contact:
9818-7199941
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Chandigarh Police honors fallen
heroes on Commemoration Day

Chandigarh

served on Tuesday
with solemn respect and
gratitude at the Sector 17
ground near the police
station, where a cere-
monial parade was held
in memory of police per-
sonnel who laid down
their lives in the line of
duty.

Four contingents,
three from the UT Police
and one from Punjab Po-
lice participated in the
parade.

Director General of
Police (DGP) Dr. Sagar
Preet Hooda, SSP (Traf-
fic and Security) Sumer
Pratap Singh, SSP (UT)
Kanwardeep Kaur, and
other senior officers paid
floral tribules at the Po-
lice Martyrs’ Memorial.

During the ceremony,
DGP Dr. Hooda rcad
out the names of police
personnel across the
country who sacrificed
their lives in the past
year while safeguarding
the nation. All officers
and personnel observed
a two-minute silence in
their memory.

Recalling the origin
of the commemoration,
DGP Hooda said the day
is observed every year
in remembrance of the
10 CRPF personnel who
were martyred on Octo-
ber 21, 1950, when Chi-
nese troops ambushed
an Indian police patrol
in Ladakh. Since then,
October 21 has been

olice Commemo—
ration Day was ob-

marked as Police Com-
memoration Day across
all Central Police Organ-
izations and State Police
Forces to honor their su-
preme sacrifices.

This year, tributes
were paid to Inspector
Jagjit Singh, Inspector
Sucha Singh, Sub-In-
spector Amarjit Singh,
ASI Lalu Ram, AST Am-
arjit Singh, ASI Amin
Chand, Head Constable
Sukhjinder Singh, Con-
stable Sukhdarshan, and
Home Guard Volunteer
Rajesh Kumar.

Inspector Jagjit Singh,
who joined Chandigarh
Police as an ASI in 1972,
was martyred in 1988

No one’s morale was
shattered, nothing happened:
Haryana DGP on the suicide
of two police officers

Panchkula

Reacting to the deaths of

1PS officer Y Puran Ku-
mar and ASI Sandeep,
Haryana DGP OP Singh
on Tuesday highlighted
the gap between social
media narratives and
reality. “There are two
worlds these days: so-
cial media and the real
world. No one’s morale
was shattered, nothing
happened,” he said, reaf-
firming the police force’s
steadfast commitment.

The DGP's remarks
came following the death
of Rohtak ASI Sandeep
Lathar, who reportedly
took his own life after
accusing the late IPS of-
ficer Y Puran Kumar and
‘his family of corruption.

Speaking to reporters,
DGF Singh said, “There
are two worlds these
days: social media and
the real world. There is
no problem in the real
world. Whatever was
happening was happen-
ing on social media. I'm
deeply saddened that
two of our colleagues
who had been with us for
20-25 years and served
the country, the people.
We are the police force
and our fight contin-
ues... Do we have the
option to just sit back
and be disheartened?
No one’s morale was
shattered, nothing hap-
pened. There's the world
of social media, and they
keep scaring people...
‘I'he more you watch, the
more eyeballs they gel,
the more money Ameri-
ca gets..

Earlier Singh, ex-
pressed grief over the
loss of two Police Of-
ficers lives and said, the
force was distressed by
it. He added, “We are
seriously thinking about
whal 1o do so thal such
a situation doesn’t arise
again.”

“We want to strength-
en the Officers” Wives
Association. Our work
is limited not just to the
officers but extends to
their families so that a
situation does not arise
where one takes their
own life,” he stated.

Hargana DGP OP Singh

The Director General
of Haryana Police also
emphasized the impor-
tance of remembering
police jawans and veter-
ans. He notes with sat-
isfaction that no police
personnel lost their lives
between 1967 and 1977,
and aims to maintain
this record. The police
force is updating with
technology to enhance
efficiency.

He said, “The priori-
ty is to ensure capable
and experienced officers
manage their areas el-
fectively, maintaining
order during public
gatherings and strength-
ening the supply chain
lo jails for criminals.
With the Diwali festival
approaching,  precau-
tionary measures are be-
ing taken.”

He said that, “The re-
cent suicides of bwo col-
leagues have prompted
serious consideration of
strengthening the Of-
ficer Wife Association
to improve the living
environment and family
atmosphere for police
personnel, aiming to
prevent such incidents
and ensure mental sta-
bility to face challenges.
Policing is a work of fac-
ing challenges.”

1PS Om Parkash Sin-

was assigned the
additional charge of Di-
reclor General of Police
(DGP) of Haryana after
DGP Shatrujeet Kapur
was placed on leave fol-
lowing allegations sur-
rounding the death of
IPSY Puran Kumar,

Earlier, Haryana IPS
officer Y Puran Kumar,
died allegedly by suicide
at his official residence
in Sector 24, Chandi-

Ao

while leading a raid on
a suspected  hideout
in Scclor 45, where he
gunned down three ter-
rorists before suceumb-
ing 10 bullet injuries,
Amin Chand, who
joined as a constable in
1981, and ASI Lalu Ram,
who was deputed from
Punjab Police in 1978,
were killed on August
29, 1991, when terrorists
detonated a bomb fitted
in SSP Sumedh Singh
Saini's car near the bank
head office in Sector 17.
Both died on the spot
while the SSP sustained
injuries.
SI Amarjit Singh, who
joined Punjab Police in

1973, was killed on Feb-
ruary 25, 1992, when
terrorists  attacked a
police convoy escorting
prisoners for medical
treatment at PGIMER.
Despite being gravely in-
jured, he fought bravely
until his last breath,

ASI Amarjit Singh was
martyred on December
8, 1989, when motor-
cycle-borne  terrorists
opened fire on him dur-
ing patrol duty near Ka-
jheri village.

Inspector Sucha Sin-
gh, who joined Chandi-
garh Police in 1976, lost
his life on June 8, 2013,
while queslioning a sus-
picious couple near the

District Court complex
in Sector 17. The ac-
cused attacked him with
a knife, leading to his
martyrdom.

Tn addition to these
heroes, three police per-
sonnel, Head Constable
Sukhjinder Singh, Con-
stable Sukhdarshan, and
Home Guard Volunteer
Rajesh Kumarwere mar-
tyred in separate road
accidents while on duty
during the past year.

Addressing with Me-
dia, SSP UT Chandigarh
Kanwardeep Kaur said,
“Today, on Police Com-
memoration Day, the
entire Chandigarh Po-
lice force stands united
in paying tribute to our
brave martyrs, Head
Constable  Sukhjinder
Singh, Constable Sukh-
darshan, and Home
Guard Volunteer Rajesh
Kumar who made Lhe
ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty. We pray for
their eternal peace and
reaffirm  our commit-
ment la support their
families. They remain an
inseparable part of the
police family.”

She added that fi-
nancial assistance and
welfare support are ex-
tended to the families of
martyrs under various
government  schemes
and departmental poli-
cies.

The ceremony con-
cluded with wreath-lay-
ing, a salute to the mar-
tyrs, and the national
anthem,

Uttarakhand Governor
visits Kedarnath Dham

Rudraprayag
Uttarakhand ~ Governor,
Lieutenant General Gur-
mit Singh (Retd.), visited
the Kedarnath Dham on
Tuesday and offered a
special Rudrabhishek. He
also inspected the ongo-
ing construction and de-
velopment work there.

“Today, 1 had the di-
vine fortune of havin,
darshan of Baba Kedar
and a special Rudrab-
hishek at Shri Kedar-
nath Dham. Upon arriv-
ing at this sacred abode,
the mind fills with faith,
devotion, and spiritual
peace. 1 prayed to Baba
Kedar for world peace,
human welfare, and the
sustainable develop-
ment of Uttarakhand.
During this time, T in-
spected the ongoing
reconstruction and de-
velopment works in the
Dham and obtained de-
tailed information from
the officials about the
construction activities,”
Singh wrote on X.

The Governor appre-
ciated the commitment
and devolion of the Tirth
Purohit Samaj, admin-

CM Saini celebrates deepotsav
with elderly at Old Age Home

Shiv Kumar
New Delhi

On the auspicious ocea-

sion of Diwali, Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini visited the
old age home in Sector
15, Panchkula, to cele-
brate Deepotsav with
the elderly residents. He
was accompanied lw] s
wife, Smt Suman
on Lhis heartfelt visil.

During the celebra-
tion, the Chief Minister
extended warm  Diwali
greelings to the senior cit-
izens, distributed sweets,
and received their bless-
ings. He also joined them
in  lighting  fireworks,
sharing moments of joy
and festive cheer.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini described
the experience s in-
timate, inspiring, and

Haryana Clilef Minister: Sh. Nayah Singh Saini and his wife, Smt. Suman Saini with seniot citizens, on the

Chand Gupta and other dignitaries arealso seen in the picture.

iclous veeasion pf Diwall at an old-sge home, Sectr 15, Panchiula, Former Vidhan Sabha Speaker, Sh. Glan

deeply moving. He said
that celebrating Dee-
potsav with the respect:

special moment.
festival embodies lave,
compassion, and human
connection. True cele-

NDA will form govt with

thumping majority in Bihar:

Raj Deputy CM Dlya Kumarl

Jaipur
Rajasthan Deputy Chiel
Minister Diya Kumari
on Tuesday expressed
confidence in the NDA's
success in the upcoming
Bihar election. After par-
ticipating in election ral-
lies for NDA candidates
in Bihar, she noted that
the NDA will form a gov-
ernment with a thump-
ing majority in Bihar.

“In Bihar, the NDA
will form the govern-
ment with a full major-
ity because of the infra-
structure  development
in the lasl few years. The
government has reduced
GST rales on consumer
goods and stated that
the majority of Vande
Bharat Trains run in Bi-

T

She alleged Lhat the
previous government in
Bihar had indulged in
rampant corruption and
that cleetricity was not
available during their
tenure, but now LED
lights are available to
the public in our govern-
ment.

She also highlighted

the immense opportu-

Raj Deputy CM Diya Kamari

nity for tourism in Ra-
jasthan post-Diwali and
emphasised Lhe govern-
ment’s efforts to enhance
Lourist destinalions, ere-
ate new attractions, and
ensure visitor safety and
better management.

“Rajasthan  govern-
ment s redeveloping
tourist places like Ma-
harana Pratap circuit,
Pushkar and  Khatu
Shayam. We are working
on creating new tiger cor-
ridors; it will take time,
and we don't take short-
cuts, We will soon launch
tourism app so that we
can promote lourism,”
she said. Ageney

bration is when every
face lights up with a
smile and every heart
glows with the warmth
of togetherness,” he
added.

On this oceasion, for-
mer Haryana Vidhan

Sabha Speaker, Gian
Chand Gupta, District
President Ajay Mittal,
Secretary of the Dis-
trict Red Cross Society
Panchkula Smt. Savita
Agarwal and other digni-

taries were also present.

In the next 5 years, we will
provide jobs to 1 crore
youth: Nitish Kumar

Muza[farpur (Bihar)
Bihar Chiel Minister Ni-
tish Kumar on Tuesday
announced Lhat in the
next five years, the state
government will provide
jobs to one crore youth,
He also targeted the op-
position over law and or-
der and poor infrastruc-
ture.

Addressing a rally, CM
Nitish emphasised that
his government has al-
ready given jobs to 50
Takh youth.

“..A total of 50 lakh
youth have been given
governmenl jobs. We
have decided that in
the nexl 5 years we will

bs to 1 crore

!‘urllm lh(' Bihar CM
said that his government
has been consistently
working for the state’s
development over the
past 20 years, recalling
the poor state of law and
order, education, and
infrastructure before his
tenure,

He asserted that under
his leadership, Bihar has
transformed with im-
proved roads, electrici-

ty. and peace, replacing
the earlier atmosphere
of fear with one of love,
hrotherhood, and har-
mony.

“Our government has
been engaged in de-
velopment work for 20
years continuously, but
remember the condition
of the government be-
fore us. People did not
g0 out of their homes af-
ter evening... There was
so much conflict in the
society... The condilion
of education was also the
same... There were very
few roads and electricity
was available in very few
houses... Bul when we
got the opportunity, we
worked for everyone...
Now there is no almos-
phere of any kind of fear
or intimidation, There is
an atmosphere of love,
brotherhood and peace
in the state..” Nitish
Kumar said.

The 2025 Bihar Elec-
tions will have the main
contest between the Na-
tional Democratic Alli-
ance and the Mahagath-
bandhan,
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istration, temple com-
mittee, police officials,
SDRF, and NDRF to the
reconstruction’s  devel-
opment,

“I bow from the heart
to the dedication of the
Tirth Purchit Samaj,
administration, tem-
ple committee. police,
SDRF, NDRF, and all
service  organisations.
The journey manage-
ment, security, facilities
for the Tirth Purchits,
and the progress in re-
construction are the re-
sult of colleetive efforts.
T hope everyone will
continue to work with
the same devotion and
spirit of service, so that
every devotee receives a
simple, safe, and divine
experience,” he a ]

Meanwhile, the Ke-
darnath Yatra has set
a new record this year.
The number of pilgrims
visiting Kedarnath has
crossed 16.52 lakh, as of
October 8.

In 2024, a total of
16,52,076 devotees vis-
ited Kedarnath through-
oul the entire pilgrimage
season.

People in

Bihar are
standing with
Mahagathbandhan:
MP Pappu Yadav

Patna
Independent MP Pappu

Yadav from Purnea on
Tuesday exuded con-
fidence in the victory
of Mahagathbandhan
in the Bihar Assembly
polls, stating that the
people of the state sup-
port the grand alliance.

Speaking Lo reporlers
in Patna, Yadav said,
“The entire public is
on one side. All people
are standing with the
‘Mahagathbandhan'.
Only the grand alli-
ance’s government will
be formed. When the
public is united, it will
unite evervone,”

On Monday, the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJID)
released its list of 143
candidates, effectively
concluding prolonged
seat-sharing talks with-
in the Mahagathband-
han alliance. However,
the alliance suffered a
blow as the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM)
formally withdrew from
Lhe elections.

With this announce-
ment, the shape of the
Mahagathbandhan alli-
ance is also clear, with
RJD contesting 143,
Congress 61, CPI ML
20 and the remaining
likely to go to Mukesh
Sahani's VIP.

The Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, which earlier
announced to contest
alone on six seats in the
Bihar assembly elec-
tions, on Monday with-
drew from the polls.
The announcement
was formally made by
senior JMM leader and

minister Sudivya Ku-
mar.
“With great regret,

JMM is compelled to
state that the party will
not be participating in
this election. The po-
litical cunning of the
leading party in the Bi-
har alliance has harmed
the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha. It has shat-
tered our aspiration to
contest the elections in
Bihar,” Sudivya Kumar
told reporters.
Agency
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What Should Be Done with Such World Records?

he Deepotsav celebrations in Uttar
Pradesh began in 2017, when only 171,000
lamps were lit. Since then, the event has
grown more grandiose each year, reaching
2.617 million lamps in 2025. In Ayodhya
this year, during Deepotsav 2025, around 2,617,215
lamps were lit simultaneously on the ghats and banks
of the Saryu River, establishing a world record. This
event is in the process of being certified by Guinness

World Records. On this oeeasion, 2,128 devotees per-
formed a simultaneous ritual of aarti and lamp-light-
ing, which was recorded as a separate achievement.
The program involved nearly 33,000 volunteers and

thousands of devotees.

According to the BJP government, the objective
of Deepotsav is to present Ayodhya as a global reli-
gious tourism destination. Through drone shows,
ser lighting, cultural presentations, and technolo
cal displays, Ayodhya is being branded as a svmbul
of “New Ayodh; religious tourism,” and “cultural
development,” with claims that this will benefit the
local economy and service sector. This includes as-
sertions that it will boost the tourism industry, hotel
accommodations, local service industries, multiply
real estate prices in Ayodhya several times over, and
provide employment and income sources to potter
families and handicraft artisans.

Tlowever, there is another side to this coin as well.
To prevent eriticism from gaining traction, detailed
year-wise budget allocations or expenditure-related
information on Avoedhya’s Deepotsav events from the
p;lsL qeveral years 'I\m’e not hcnn made fu]v public

moting such events, funded by 'la,\pa\'erc mnnev and
government expenditures, resolve Uttar Pradesh's
problems? Such questions are being raised. What
will UP do with these bizarre records? How much ig
being spent on these events, and is the benefit to Ayo-
dhya city also extending to UP as a whole? Many such
questions remain unanswered.

On one hand, incurring extravagant expenditures
on such events to create some kind of record while
hiding from the true reality is a contradiction in it-
self. Uttar Pradesh is a state in India that, despite its
vast potential, remains backward due to poverty, low
literacy, poor health, and weak infrastructure. It Jags
not only behind other Indian states but also behind
many developing countries globally. In such a scenar-
10, allocating a significant portion of the budget and
resources to these events may divert attention from
basic sectors like education, health, and local devel-
opment. It is essential to ensure that the tendency to
“create records” does not push developmental priori-
ties to the back burner.

Uttar Pradesh (UP), India’s most populous state,
has a vast population (approximately 240 million),
making it comparable globally to Pakistan or Brazil.
However, in social, economic, and environmental in-
dicators, it ranks among the most backward regions
in India and the world. According to NITI Aayog, the
Raghuram Rajan Committee (2013), and United Na-
tions data, UP is part of the BIMARU (Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh) group, which
drags down India’s overall development. In some in-
dicators, UP's situation is worse than that of sub-Sa-
haran African countries (such as Mali). The latest
data up to 2025 (NITI Aayog MPI 2023, RBI 2024)
shows some improvements, but UP still occupies the
lowest rungs in many areas. It is high time for the
government to analyze the major sectors in which Ut-
tar Pradesh lags and investigate their causes, which it
has long forgotten.

Examining poverty and the Multidimensional Pov-
erty Index (MPI), around 22-25% of UP's population
(approximately 50 million people) lives in multidi-
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mensional poverty, encompassing basic areas such
as nutrition, education, health, and sanitation. Ac-
cording to NTTT Aayog’s 2023 data, UP ranks third
in India after Bihar (33%) and Jharkhand (28%). In
the global MPI, UP falls in the bottom 20% of states,
placing it close to countries like Mali (82,246 PPP).
The situation in rural areas is even worse, with limit-
ed access to clean drinking water and electricity.

In 2024, UP’s per capita income is 93,422
(NSDP), which is 45% lower than the national aver-
age (¥1.7lakh). It is among India’s bottom five states
(Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand, Manipur). In purchasing
power parity (PPP), it stands at 82,252, equivalent to
low-income countries globally. Income has doubled
since 2012, but the growth rate is slower compared to
other states, causing UP to lag economically.

UP's literacy rate is 67.7% (2011 update 2024), with
males at 77.3% and females at 57.2%. In rural areas,
it is below 60%. It is among India’s bottom 10 states,
where the national average is 74%. Particularly in
female literacy, UP ranks 28th, the lowest among
BIMARU states. The quality of education is also Tow,
and school dropout rates (especially among girls) ex-
ceed the national average.

In Uttar Pradesh, the infant mortality rate (IMR) is
64 per 1,000 births, and the maternal mortality rate
(MMR) is 167 per lakh births. This is the worst IMR
in India and the third-worst MMR (after Bihar and
Assam). These figures are worse than those in many
African countries (such as Mali and Chad). Accord-
ing to NFIIS-5 (2019-21), vaccination and nutrition
deficiencies are severe problems in rural areas. Ad-
ditionally, during COVID-19, UP recorded 41,746
deaths from road accidents, highlighting weaknesses
in health and safety systems,

UP’s unemployment rate is 7-8% (NSSO 2023),
higher than the national average (6%). Over 5 mil-
lion workers migrate to other states (Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Delhi) for employment. BIMARU states rep-
resent 45% of India’s population but contribute only
8-9% to GDP. UP's economy is 70% dependent on ag-
riculture, but low productivity and issues like floods
and droughts further weaken it.

Advocate, Bombay High Court

Infrastructure in UP, especially in rural areas, is
extremely weak. Globally, 60% of open defecation
cases occur in India, with UP accounting for a large
share. Despite the Swachh Bharat Mission, progress
in rural sanitation is slow. Road density is below the
national average, and out of 101 aspirational districts,
6 (Shravasti, Balrampur, Siddharthnagar, Chandauli,
Fatehpur, Bahraich) are in UP. Eastern UP is particu-
larly backward. Pollution in the Ganga River in UP is
among the highest globally, and the Ganga cleaning
project has failed. Agriculture, the base for 70% of the
population, struggles with low productivity and cli-
mate change impacts. Crop yield per hectare is below
the national average, and annual losses from floods
and droughts occur. This makes UP environmentally
and economically vulnerable.

UP has the highest crime rate in India, particularly
custodial deaths (365 in 2014). Caste and commu-
nal violence is also common. NCRB and NHRC data
show uneven governance and development across
UP’s 75 districts. Political instability and corruption
have hindered long-term development.

A deep-seated hatred toward communists is ob-
served among all BJP and RSS leaders. Kerala, gov-
erned by the Communist Party, cannot be compared
to Uttar Pradesh in any respect. The Kerala govern-
ment prioritizes publie safety and amenities, which
is @ primary reason for Kerala's progress. According
to the 2022 UNDP sub-national data, Kerala's TIDI
is 0.758 (second among India’s states and union ter-
ritories), placing it in the *high human development”
category. In contrast, Uttar Pradesh’s I1IDI is 0.609
(.541h out of36) fallang into the “medium human de-
velopment” category. The 0.149 difference in ITDI be-
tween the two states indicates a significant gap.

Kerala does not have any world record like UP's
Deepotsav. Yet, like many South Indian states, Ker-
ala is clearly outperforming Uttar Pradesh, as its
HDI score and all sub-components are substantially
higher. Kerala’s performance positions it on par with
middle-incone countries globally (such as Mexico or
China), while Uttar Pradesh’s is closer to the low-me-
dium development level in South Asia.

The gap between Kerala and Uttar Pradesh stems
from long-term differences in policy priorities, re-
source allocation, and socio-economic structures.

Kerala's life expectan, is 73.43 years, about 8 years
‘higher than UP's. This is due to strong public health
investments in Kerala since the 1970s, such as an ex-
tensive network of primary health centers, high vac-
cination rates, and maternal-child health programs.
Uttar Pradesh, with its massive population (over 240
million) and agriculture-dependent economy, faces
challenges like malnutrition, poor rural sanitation,
and unequal health services, resulting in higher in-
fant mortality and lower life expectaney.

Kerala’s literacy rate exceeds 96%, and its pub-
lic education system is effective. Free midday meal
schemes and gender-inclusive policies have boost-
ed enrollment, especially for girls, leading to higher
average and expected years of schooling. In Uttar
Pradesh, rural areas suffer from low enrollment (par-
tieularly for girls), teacher shortages, and infrastruc-
ture deficiencies, making educational attainment
about two-thirds of Kerala’s,

Both states have lower per capita incomes than in-
dustrial states like Maharashtra, but Kerala benefits
from remittances from its global migrant workforce
{especially in Gulf countries) and tourism. Addition-
ally, wealth distribution in Kerala is more equitable.
On the other hand, Uttar Pradesh’s economy relies
mainly on agriculture and unorganized labor, where
poverty rates (about 30% vs, Kerala’s 0.5%) and ine-
quality are higher.

Kerala's “Kerala Model” is an exemplary strategy
of development foeused on social welfare, investing
in human capital, reducing inequality and build-
ing resilience without rapid industrialization. Uttar
Pradesh has made progress in recent years, such as
through health insurance schemes like Ayushman
Bharat, but implementing these on a large scale is
challenging due to its vast population and resource
constraints. India’s national HDI reached 0.685 in
2023, but inter-state disparities like those between
Kerala and Uttar Pradesh highlight the need for tar-
geted reforms in backward states.

Data shows that despite having “triple-engine”
governments, both UP and Bihar are the two Jargest
states in India from which people migrate for em-
ployment. There is a lack of permanent and quality
employment opportunities in rural areas/less-devel-
aped districts, driving people to other states or met-
ros. Many working people in UP are semi-skilled or
unskilled laborers. Due to family burdens, limited
local opportunities, and fears of not finding adequate
employment, millions have been migrating to other
states or labor-based jobs in Gulf countries over the
past two decades. If sufficient opportunities existed,
such large numbers would not leave. Among them
are educated, talented youth seeking better skills or
Jjob prospects, wha see no future for themselves in UP.
The migration trend signals social maldistribution,
opportunity inequality, and uneven development dis-
tribution—a warning for reform policies,

In such a situation, the state needs to promote
“better employment, skill upgradation, industry, and
public and private sector investment” so that peo-
ple can stay in their places and migration decreases,
However, the government's priorities remain focused
on transforming UP into a spiritual tourism hub,
which is why programs like Mahakumbh and Dee-
potsay are attempts to shape UP's identity. Can this
lead to a bright future for UP? Think about it yourself.
For now, console yourself by rejoicing over world
records like Deepotsav and aspiring to become the
“Vishwaguru.”

Best Minds Spend their Youth Memorising Rather Than Innovating

ndia is one of the yaungest countries in the

world, with over 80 crore population (about

65 per cent) under the age of 35. The nation

is currently in its demographic dividend phase,

a 50-year window (2005-2055) of econom-
ic growth potential, when the propartion of work-
ing-age individuals (15-64 years) is large enough to
support children and the elderly. Iowever, realizing
this dividend requires access to quality education,
skills developnient, and job creation to ensure youth
can fully contribute. The critical questions are: Will
India capitalise on this opportunity? Are we sure our
youth are not riding an altogether different bus? Each
year, about 22 lakh students take NEET-UG for two
lakh MBBS and related seats and 14 lakh attempt
JEE Main for 42,000 11T and other spots.

Assuming 2.5 years (912.5 days) of preparation per
student, NEET's 20 lakh unsuccessful candidates
spend 182 crore human-days. JEE's 13.5 lakh add an-
other 123 crore, bringing the total to 305 crore wast-
ed human-days annually. This translates into Rs 2.07
lakh crore in lost output, that could fund 115-390 new
medical colleges with attached hospitals (Rs 528-
1,760 crore each); and in the following year, 235-470
engineering colleges (Rs 440-880 crore each) For
these 33 lakh unsuccessful students, their cl ood
is forever lost without any equlvalent gain, If they
had played a sport of their choice, some could have
become successful professionals or at least enjoyed a
healthier life. Additionally, the NSS 8oth round Com-
prehensive Modular Survey: Education, 2025 shows
27 per cent of students opt for private coaching at Rs
2,409 average, scaling to Rs 16,116 crore just for high-
er secondary levels. As per Infinium Global Research,
India’s coaching business is now worth Rs 70,000
crore, projected to double by 2028.

The problem extends beyond these two exams.
Over 10 lakh aspirants appear for the Civil Services
exam (CSE) annually, targeting about 1,000 posi-
tions. This is dwarfed by the millions pursuing other
government jobs (detailed below). Sanjeev Sanyal of
the PM’s Economic Advisory Council calls CSE coach-
ing a “massive misallocation of talent,” akin to a “ma-
fia selling opium.” A Tucky dip for selection would be
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more humane. It would at Jeast save the time, money,
and energy of lakhs, to be spent in other meaningful
fields contributing to the nation’s growth.

Children as young as 13 internalise a message of
failure from a system designed to eliminate over 9o
per cent of them, leading to lifelong trauma, depres-
sion, and sense of guilt over wasted time. Accord-
ing to the NCRB's Crime in India 2023, India lost
1,17,849 students to suicide between 2013 and 2023.
The number climbed to a record high of 13,892 in
2023 alone, a 6.5 per cent increase from 2022, The
United Nations anennon on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) guarantees every child the right to develop
their personality and talents to the fullest potential
(Article 29), as well as the right to rest, leisure, and
play (Article 31).

India, as a signatory, is obligated to uphold CRC's
core principle of prioritizing the ‘best interests of the
child.” Moved by the suicide of a girl in a coaching
centre, the Supreme Court, in Sukdeb Saha v. State
of Andhra Pradesh, in July, had to issue guidelines to
prohibit batch segregation and public shaming based
on performance. In March, in Amit Kumar v. Union
of India, the Court had set up a National Task Force
headed by Justice S. Ravindra Bhat to recommend
reforms in higher education. The UNICEF YuWaah
~ iDreamCareer Bharat Career Aspirations Report
2025 finds that only 10.4 per cent of students have
aceess to professional career counselling; 78 per cent
lack any backup career plan.

Among 21,239 students surveyed, merely 6 per
cent had used any tool to identify their strengths and
weaknesses, and very few had access to psychometric
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assessments. Students denied this guidance are vul-
nerable to uncertainty and unqualified advice. This
career guidance gap has already had catastrophic
consequences. Each year, 22 million aspirants apply
for one lakh central government jobs, exams with a
eruel 0.5 per cent success rate. These aspirants spend
their youth chasing a mirage, neither working nor
building any skills. If a candidate spends one year,
the wastage explodes to 824 crore human-days annu-
ally, representing Rs 5.59 lakh erore in foregone eco-
nomicoutput. This tragedy is preventable: If students
knew from Class 10 onwards that government job
exams have a 0.5 per cent success rate, comparable
to a school cricketer making it to the Indian national
team, most would develop back-up plans, pursue skill
development, or explore private-sector careers.

Netherlands uses aptitude and personality assess-
ments at age 15 to guide students, Students in many
countries, including Cyprus, South Africa, Austral-
ia, Thailand, and Finland utilize psychometric tests
for informed career and subject selection, with pro-
fessional support. Exams need to be reimagined as
coaching-resistant, scientific aptitude tests, not mem-
ory contests. The National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 proposes a high-quality common aptitude test

“rather than having hundreds of universities each de-

vising their own entrance exams.” India already has
world-class models.

The Services Selection Board ( SSB) for the .'.\rmed
forces uses Y,
leadership, and Judgmem Teits like Ward Associa-
tion, Situation Reaction, and Self-Description gauge
psychological suitability for military service. The
armed forces’ success in producing principled lead-

ersis visible. Officers selected by the SSB consistently
demonstrate integrity, resilience, and a willingness
to sacrifice for the national interest. Tn contrast, a
system that rewards cracking an exam often over-
looks substance. This risks creating a generation of
professionals who are skilled at test-taking but may
Jack the strength to withstand administrative and po-
litical pressures or innovation. For finding scientific
innovators, India’'s National Olympiad programme
could be leveraged.

If only students who achieve a qualifying score in
such exams were made eligible tosit for JEE or NEET,
the candidate pool would shrink from lakhs to a few
thousand genuinely qualified aspirants. Olympiads
have proven to be one of the most effective ways to
identify exceptional scientific talent. one in every for-
ty gold medallists at the International Mathematical
Olympiad later earns a major scienee prize, a success
rate fifty times higher than that of MIT undergradu-
ates. Half of OpenAT’s founders began their journeys
through Olympiads. However, the proposal might
appear elitist and could face opposition for seemingly
excluding rural and economically disadvantaged stu-
dents who are less familiar with Olympiads.

The NEP's emphasis on halistic progress, compe-
tency-based assessment, and integration of vocation-
al education needs massive investment in developing
vocational academies on the German model, where a
‘master craftsperson’ in mechatronies is valued and
often earns more than a generic engineer. South Ko-
rea’s economic miracle was not built by doctors alone,
but also by technicians, and designers. Nobel laure-
ate Abhijit Banerjee cautions that “the lives of our
young are dominated by a testocracy masquerading
as meritoeracy.” A nation aspiring to be the Vishwa
Guru cannot afford to let its best minds spend their
youth memorising rather than innovating.
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Bar Council warns law firms against
illegal international partnerships

New Delhi

he Bar Council of

India (BCI) has for-

mally withdrawn its

earlier press release
dated August 5, 2025, and
issued a fresh statement
following its submission be-
fore the Delhi High Court in
Atul Sharma vs Bar Council
of India and Another.

The new release reiterates
that any unauthorised or
unregistered collaborations
between Indian and foreign
law firms are impermissible
under the Bar Council of In-
dia Rules and the Advo-
cates Act, 1961.

The Council expressed
grave concern over the in-
creasing instances of foreign
law firms and advocates
joining hands with Indian
counterparts through mod-
els such as Swiss Vereins,
strategic alliances, exclu-
sive referral systems, and
joint branding initiatives,
portraying themselves as
unified global legal plat-
forms.

The BCI said these
arrangements  mislead
clients and the public into
believing in an integrated
cross-border legal practice,
which is prohibited. Citing
the Supreme Court judg-

mentin Bar Council of India
v. A.K. Balaji & Ors, the
Council reminded that for-
eign lawyers cannot indi-
rectly practice Indian law by
using alliances or joint
branding with Indian firms.

The Court had made it
clear that the term "practice
of law" goes beyond court-
room appearances and in-
cludes legal advice, contract
drafting, negotiations, and
other connected activities.

According to the Bar
Council of India Rules for
Registration and Regula-
tion of Foreign Lawyers and
Foreign Law Firms in India,
2023 (as amended in 2025),
any such firm must register

Committee seeks
public suggestions on
[BC amendment bill

T

Ny
e
New Delhi
The Select Committee on
Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (Amend-
ment) Bill. 2025, headed
by MP Baijayant Panda,
has invited views and sug-
gestions on the Bill from
experts, industry associa-
tions, organisations, and
stakeholders, according
to an official statement.

People can send their
memoranda and sugges-
tions in English and Hin-
di within two weeks.

The IBC (Amendment)
Bill proposes several
structural and procedur-
al changes to the Insol-
vency and Bankruptey
Code (IBC), 2016, and
was referred to a Select
Committee for wider ex-
amination.

The proposed amend-
ments in the bill seek to
incorporate new concepts
including a Creditor-Ini-
tiated Insolvency Reso-
lution Process (CIIRP),
enabling provisions and
measures to enhance ef-
ficiency at both resolu-
tion and liquidation
stages.

Under the existing law,
applications for initiat-
ing corporate insolvency
resolution must be ad-
mitted within 14 days, but
in practice the process
takes over 434 days on av-
erage. To curb this delay,
Section 7 of the Insolven-
cy and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC Code) is proposed to
be amended to mandate
admission solely on the
existence of defaults.

To Streamline the cor-
porate insolvency resolu-
tion process (CIRP) many
reforms were proposed in
the bill. It includes ex-
panding the definition of
resolution plans to allow
asset sales, restricting the
corporate applicant's role
in proposing resolution

»
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The IBC (Amendment)
Bill proposes several
structural and proce-
dural changes to the
Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (IBC),
2016, and was re-
ferred to a Select
Committee for wider
examination.

professionals, clarifying
government dues priority,
and placing tighter con-
trols on the withdrawal of
CIRP applications.

Apart from Panda, 23
other MPs constitute the
select committee on the
bill.

The committee includes
BJP MPs D Puran-
deswari, CN Manjunath,
Mitesh Patel Bakabhai,
Anil Firojiva, Anand Ku-
mar, Biplab Kumar Deb,
Sanjay Jaiswal and
Saumitra Khan, Congress
MPs Karti P Chi-
dambaram, Shreyas M
Patel, Ravindra Vasantrao
Chavan, Bhajan Lal Jatav,
Neeraj Maurya (Sama-
jwadi Party), D M Kathir
Anand (DMK), Supriya
Sule (NCP-SCP), Lavu Sri
Krishna Devarayalu
(TDP), Mahua Moitra
(TMC), Sunil Kumar (JD-
U), Shrikant Eknath
Shinde (Shiv Sena),
Navaskani K (IUML), PV
Midhun Reddy (YSRCP),

Rajkumar Sangwan
(RJD), and Chandra
Prakash  Choudhary

(AJSU). On August 13,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in-
troduced the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
(Amendment) Bill, 2025,
in the Lok Sabha, aiming
to reduce delays and
strengthen governance of
the insolvency resolution
process.

before commencing opera-
tions in India. The Council
emphasised that any entity
operating under a combined
or co-branded identity with-
out registration will be
deemed in violation of the
Rules.

The BCI clarified that for-
eign lawyers may practice
only foreign or internation-
al law in non-litigious mat-
ters and only after regis-
tration. They cannot appear
in Indian courts, tribunals,
or other quasi-judicial au-
thorities.

Evenin arbitrations seat-
ed in India, foreign lawyers
can participate only on dis-
crete foreign-law issues,

Honouring

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

On Police Commemoration
Day, the nation paid hom-
age to the bravery, dedica-
tion, and sacrifice of its po-
lice personnel, acknowl-
edging their crucial role in
maintaining law and order
and safeguarding citizens.
The tributes were led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, and Raksha Mantri
Rajnath Singh at the Na-
tional Police Memorial in
New Delhi.

In a message shared on
social media platform X,
Prime Minister Modi laud-
ed the courage and com-
mitment of police person-
nel, recalling the supreme
sacrifices made by officers
in the line of duty. “On Po-
lice Commemoration Day,
we salute the courage of
our police personnel and
recall the supreme sacri-
fice by them in the line of
duty. Their steadfast dedi-
cation keeps our nation and

provided the arbitral tribu-
nal does not record e
dence on oath. If the arl
tration involves Indian law
or evidence is recorded un-
der oath, such participa-
tion would amount to the
practice of Indian lawand is
strictly barred.

The Council further stat-
ed that these prohibitions
extend to situations where
Indian firms operate under
the brand or network of a
foreign law firm. In such
cases, it would be treated as
anindirect practice of Indi-
anlaw by the foreign entity,
anact expressly prohibited.

The BCI confirmed that it
has identified several law

firms and individuals al-
legedly violating the 2023

show-cause notices direct-
ing them to furnish detailed
explanations, documents,
and declarations about their
structures and operations.

The release warned that
failure to comply could lead
to proceedings for profes-
sional misconduct under
the Advocates Act, 1961, in-
cluding suspension or oth-
er statutory consequences.

The Council added that
more entities are under
serutiny and further show-
cause notices will follow. It
said that persistence with
unregistered collaborations
would be treated as an ag-
gravating factor in discipli-
nary action.

Reiterating the profes-
sional code of conduct, the
BCI reminded all advocates
and firms of Rule 36 of
Chapter II, Part VI of the
Bar Council Rules, which
prohibits solicitation and
advertising. It warned that
media campaigns, launch
events, or social media pro-
‘motions projecting a single
integrated global brand
could attract disciplinary
action.

Only basic public infor-

mation, such as name, ad-
dress, qualifications, and
practice areas, may be
shared. Any public com-
munication suggesting a
merger or unified platform
between Indian and for-
eign firms would invite in-
vestigation under both the
Foreign Lawyers Rules and
Rule 36 on Professional
Conduct and Etiquette.

The Council urged all
law firms and advocates
to review their websites,
media content, and public
statements to remove pro-
hibited material. Clients
and members of the public
were advised to verify the
registration status of any
firm claiming cross-bor-
der ties before engaging
legal services.

The BCI reaffirmed its
commitment to a liberal
and transparent frame-
work allowing foreign
lawyers to operate in India-
-but only within the
boundaries of law. "While
the Bar Council welcomes
lawful international coop-
eration, it will not permit
any arrangement that un-
dermines the integrity or
sovereignty of the Indian
legal profession,” the state-
ment said.

Courage: PM Modi, Shah, Rajnath
pay tribute on Police Commemoration Day

people safe. Their bravery
and commitment in times
of crisis and in moments of
need are appreciable,” he
said, extending warm greet-
ings to all serving officers
and paying solemn hom-
age to martyrs.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah highlighted the
strategic role of the police in
addressing modern securi-
ty challenges such as or-
ganized crime, terrorism,
and ideological threats. He
emphasized the importance
of a vigilant and well-
equipped police force and

IB Chief Tapan Deka
honours 36,684 sacrifices on

Police Commemoration Day

Mitali Chandola
New Delhi

Every uniform tells a story of
courage — of men and
women who walkinto dan-
ger so others can live in
peace. On Police Commem-
oration Day, Intelligence
Bureau Director Tapan Deka.
brought the nation’s atten-
tion to asolemn truth: Since
Independence, 36,684 po-
lice personnel have made
the supreme sacrifice in the
line of duty.

Itis not just a number —
it is the echo of every silent
promise made by India’s
police forces to protect their
fellow citizens, come what
may. Deka said these sacri-
fices embody the unwaver-
ing spirit of duty that forms
the backbone of India’s in-
ternal security. “From the
frontlines of counterterror-
ism to the streets of our
cities, every police officer
stands as a shield between
chaos and order. Their brav-
ery is the foundation of our
nation’s peace,” he said.

Highlighting the evolving
challenges of the 21st cen-
tury, the IB Chief noted that
crime today has taken new
and complex forms — from

terrorism and organised
crime to eyber warfare and
ideological radicalisation.
“To confront these emerging
threats, our police must be
equipped not just with
weapons, but with technol-
ogy, intelligence, and public
trust,” he emphasised.

Deka called fora renewed
national commitment to ho~
nour and strengthen those
who serve in uniform. “This
day is not only for remem-
brance but for resolve —
that every sacrifice inspires
a stronger, more secure In-
dia,” he said.

At the National Police Me-
morial in New Delhi, senior
officials, police chiefs, and
families of the martyrs gath-
ered to pay homage. The
ceremony stood as a re-
minder that while challenges
evolve, the courage of India’s
police remains timeless —a
silent yet steadfast promise
to every citizen they pro-
tect.

tion as first responders, en-
suring that citizens can live
in peace and security.

Raksha Mantri Rajnath
Singh laid a wreath at the
National Police Memorial to
honor ten policemen who
lost their lives during an
ambush by Chinese troops
at Hot Springs, Ladalkh, in
1950. Speaking on the oc-
casion, he noted, “The mil-
itary and police function
on different platforms, but
their mission is the same —
to protect the nation.

As we look towards Viksit

Bharat by 2047, balancing
external and internal secu-
rity is more important than
ever.” He also highlighted
the significant achieve-
ments in curbing Naxal-
ism, pointing out that areas
once known as the Red Cor-
ridor have nmow trans-
formed into growth corri-
dors thanks to the efforts of
police and security forces.

Rajnath Singh further
underscored the interde-
pendence between society
and the police, stating,
“Policing can function ef-
fectively only when citizens
work as partners and re-
spect the law.”

The commemorative
event concluded with ajoint
parade featuring the Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces
and Delhi Police. The cere-
mony was attended by sen-
ior officials from CAPFs,
retired police officers, and
government dignitaries,
serving as a solemn tribute
to India’s guardians of law
and order.

Ashwini Vaishnaw reviews
passenger movement at

New Delhi
Union Minister for Rail-

ways, Information &
Broadcasting, and Elec-
tronics & Information
Technology,  Ashwini
Vaishnaw, visited the War
Room at the Railway
Board and took stock of
passenger movement dur-
ing the festive season. He
appreciated the staff for
working round the clock
and extended his best
wishes to them during Di-
wali, a release said.

According to the release,
Indian Railways (IR) has
made extensive arrange-
ments to cater to the pas-
senger demand surge dur-
ing the festive season. To
ensure smooth travel dur-
ing Puja, Diwali, and
Chhath, IR is operating
12,011 special trains, a sig-
nificant increase from
7,724 trains operated dur-
ing the same period last
year.

Indian Railways is oper-
ating at full strength to
ensure passengers' smooth
and comfortable travel
during the festive rush. Tn
addition to regular train
services, IR successfully
operated 3,960 special
trains between 1 October
and 19 October 2025 to
meet the increased travel
demand during the festive
period.

To cater to the expected
surge in passenger traffic
for Diwali and Chhath, In-
dian Railways plans to op-
erate around 8,000 more
special trains in the com-
ing days.

These special trains are
being run across all zones
of Indian Railways, with
Northern Railway (1919
trains), Central Railway

Railway Board War Room

(1998 trains), and Western
Railway (1501 trains) op-
erating the highest num-
bers. Other zones, includ-
ing East Central Railway
(1217) and North Western
Railway (1217), have also
deployed additional serv-
ices to meet regional trav-
el requirements, a release
stated.

Between 1st October and
19th October 2025, more
than one crore passengers
have already been facili-
tated by these special serv-
ices. The management of
passenger movement has
been streamlined across
stations, with the provi-
sion of dedicated holding
areas, additional ticket
counters, potable water fa-
cilities, and clean wash-
rooms to ensure a com-
fortable travel experience.

In the New Delhi area -
- encompassing New Del-
hi, Delhi, Anand Vihar,
Hazrat Nizamuddin, and
Shakur Basti stations -- a
total of 15.17 lakh passen-
gers travelled during 16th
to 19th October 2025, as
compared to 13.66 lakh
passengers during the cor-
responding period last
year, marking an increase
of 1.51 lakh passengers.

Earlier, the Union Min-
ister also visited New Del-
hi and Anand Vihar Rail-
way stations and interact-
ed with passengers to get
feedback on arrangements
made by Indian Railways
for them. Special Arrange-
ments include holding ar-
eas, a greater number of
ticket counters, potable
drinking arrangements,
display of train timings,
and other comforts for the
smooth travel of passen-
gers, a release said.

Donald Trump has clearly brushed
aside MEA's denial, says Jairam Ramesh

New Delhi
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Tuesday ques-
tioned the Centre over US
President Donald Trump's
repeated claims of speaking
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the purchase of
Russian oil.

Observing that Trump
has reiterated his claims
three times in the past five
days, Ramesh said that the
tally is expected to grow as
Trump prepares to meet
Russian President Viadimir
Putin in Budapest later this
week.

Inapost on X, the senior
Congress leader said, "The
matter of India's imports of
oil from Russia has been
raised by President Trump
now thrice in the past five
days. And no doubt he will
keep increasing this tally
as he prepares to meet Pres-
ident Putin in Budapest lat-
erin the week."

"President Trump says
he has spoken to his good
friend Mr. Modi and India
has promised to stop these
imports. The MEA says that
it is unaware of such con-
versations(!) but President
Trump has clearly brushed

aside the MEA's attempts at
denial," he added.

Earlier on Monday, con-
tinuing his criticism over In-
dia's purchase of Russian
oil, US President Donald
Trump said that New Delhi
would eontinue to keep pay-
ing tariffs until it halts its
imports from Moscow.

Trump, during his gaggle
with the Press on Air Force
One, was asked about In-
dia's denial of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's call
with him.

"Well then, they're going
to just keep paying a lot of
tariffs if they said that, but
1 don't believe they said
that. No, Ispoke with Prime
Minister Modi of India and
he said he's not going to be
doing the Russian oil thing,"
he said.

Trump added, "But if they

wantto saythat, then they'll
just continue to pay massive
tariffs, and they don't want
to do that." The Ministry of
External Affairs on Thurs-
day said that no phone call
took place between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and US President Donald
Trump the previous day.
When asked about
Trump's claim that India
would stop buying Russian
0il, the Spokesperson of
MEA, Randhir Jaiswal, said
that the two leaders had no
phone call on Wednesday.
"On the question of
whether there was a con-
versation or a telephone
call between Prime Minister
Modiand President Trump.
Iam not aware of any con-
versation yesterday between
the twoleaders," he said.
Jaiswal said that the two

leaders spoke on October 9,
‘where Prime Minister Modi
congratulated Trump on
the success of the Gaza
‘peace plan.

"Well, the telephone call
happened between the
Prime Minister and Presi-
dent Trump. It was a call
where he also congratulat-
ed President Trump on the
success of the Gaza peace
plan, and they also reviewed
the progress in trade nego-
tiations, and they also
agreed to stay in touch. So
this was the readout that
was given post the tele-
‘phone call. So, thatis where
itis," he said.

Talking about the energy
sourcing, Jaiswal said that
India's stance is as per the
statement issued earlier in
the day.

*I would again request
all of you to look at the
statement carefully. What
‘we have had to say we have
already said, and T would
urge that you know you
have a look at the state-
ment, and you know all the
issues, from as far as we are
concerned, it is there for
you to see how we ap-
proached the issue," he said.




BSF Tripura
Frontier pays
tribute to

martyrs

on Police
Commemoration
Day

Agartala:

The Tripura Frontier
of the Border Security
Force, on Tuesday ob-
served Police Commem-
oration Day with solem-
nity and reverence at
Frontier Headquarters,
Salbagan, Agartala, an
official release said.

Aloke Kumar
Chakraborty, Inspector
General, BSF Tripura

Frontier, and all ranks,
paid heartfelt tributes
to the brave souls who
made the supreme sac-
rifice in the line of duty.

During the ceremony,
the Inspector Gener-
al laid a wreath at the
Smriti Sthal in honour
of the police personnel
who served the nation.
Addressing the gath-
ering, he read out the
names of 191 martyrs,
including 23 BSF per-
sonnel, and highlight-
ed their extraordinary
courage and dedication
to duty.

Every year, this day
serves as a poignant
reminder of the sacri-
fice made by 10 Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) personnel who
lost their lives while
valiantly defending the
nation against Chinese
aggression on 21st Octo-

ber 1959 at Hot Springs,
Ladakh  (Jammu &
Kashmir).

The observance of

this day not only hon-
ours their supreme sac-
rifice but also reinforces
the Force’s collective
resolve to uphold the
values and ideals they
stood for.

Rajasthan

CM Bhajanlal
Sharma pays
tribute on Police
Commemoration
Day

Jaipur:
Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Bhajanlal Sharma on
Tuesday paid heartfelt
tribute to police person-
nel who made the “su-
preme sacrifice” while
serving the nation on the
occasion of Police Com-
memoration Day.

In a post on X, Ra-
jasthan CM said, “I pay
humble tribute to all the
brave police personnel
who made the supreme
sacrifice while perform-
ing their duty towards
national service. The
saga of your courage,
dedication to duty, and
patriotism will forever
remain a source of in-
spiration for the coming
generahons of the coun-

try.

To honour the ever-
lasting memory of gal-
lant  Policemen, who
have made the supreme
sacrifice in the line of
duty, October 21 every
year is observed as
‘Commemoration Day’
by the Police forces all
over India.

The significance of Oc-
tober 21 lies in the fact
that ten brave Puhcemen

b and
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CM Dhami announces major welfare,
modernisation initiatives for Police force

Dehradun
_ (Uttarakhand):

ttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami at-

tended the programme
organised on the occa-
sion of Police Commem-
oration Day at the Police
Lines in Dehradun on
Tuesday.

During the event,
the Chief Minister paid
floral tributes to the
jawans of the police
and paramilitary fore-
es and honoured the
family members of the
brave police personnel
who laid down their
lives in the line of duty.

According to the re-
lease, the Chief Minis-
ter announced several
important initiatives
for the police force, in-
cluding a special Silver
Jubilee Medal for all
personnel of the Ut-
tarakhand Police on
the 25th anniversary of
the state’s formation;
an annual allocation
of Rs 100 crore for the
construction of resi-
dential buildings for
police personnel over
the next three years;
an increase in the Po-
lice Welfare Fund from
the current Rs 2.5 crore
to Rs 4.5 crore for the
upcoming year; and

N
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Boost for the protectors

Nl ™

CM Dhami unvells major welfare and

plans for Police

—_—
The Chief Minister
paid floral tributes
to the jawans of
the police and
paramilitary  forces
and honoured the
family members
of the brave police
personnel who laid

the construction of five
new barracks for SDRF
personnel in Bhawali
(Nainital), Dhalmalla,
Kanda  (Bageshwar),
Nainidanda, ~Dhuma-
kot, Pauri, Ghansali,
Tehn and S'ltpull
The Chicf Minister
said that maintainin;
internal security an
law and order across
the nation is the re-
sponsibility of the po-
lice and paramilitary

forces. In the past year
alone, 186 personnel
from these forces have
made the supreme
sacrifice across India,
including four brave
sons of Uttarakhand
Police. Their courage
and sacrifice, he said,
form the foundation of
national security and
will forever inspire us.
He reiterated the state
government’s  unwa-
vering  commitment

UP extends helping hand to
Punjab’s flood-affected farmers

Lucknow:

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday said that 1,000
quintals of wheat seed
have been sent to Punjab
for the farmers affected
by recent floods in the
state, highlighting his
government’s  support
for farmers during natu-
ral disasters.

The Chief Minister to-
day attended the seed
assistance vehicle flag off
program for food affect-
ed farmers in Punjab.

Addressing the gath-
ering, CM Yogi said,
“The flood in Punjab
has impacted public life,
including seed storage,
which could affect agri-
cultural growth. In this
time of crisis, we stand
with the farmers of Pun-
jab. Today, 1,000 quintals
of wheat seed are being
sent, and T thank the Ag-
riculture Department and
the Seed Department for
this initiative.”

He added that the
wheat variety being sent
matures in 155 days and
yields up to 80 quintals
per hectare, emphasizing
the quality of the seeds
provided.

The Chief Minister also
paid tribute to Harvinder
Sahib Govind on his birth
anniversary, noting his

contributions to public
welfare.

“Today is also the birth
anniversary of Harvin-
der Sahib Govind, who
worked extensively for
the uplifiment of the
people, and when he vis-
ited Punjnb, lamps were
Tit for him,” CM said.

IIlghhghtmg past re-
lief efforts, CM Yogi
said that durmg floods
in Punjab, Uttarakhand,
and Ilimachal Pradesh,
the UP government had
also sent relief materials
and provided assistance
through the Chief Minis-
ter’s Relief Fund.

“And today, we are re-
ceiving praise for sending
1,000 quintals of seed to
the farmers of Punjab.
This is a very good variety
of wheat,” Yogi added.

The Chief Minister
further praised the per-

formance of the Seed
Development Corpora-
tion, asserting that when
the current government
came to power, the de-
partment was in poor
condition.

Earlier, Punjab Fi-
nance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema said the
ongoing State Assembly
will continue its discus-
sion on the Rehabili-
tation Bill, which was
introduced by Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann after the devastat-
ing effects of the flood in
Punjab and the damages
incurred by the state.

He also pointed out
that while Punjab de-
manded Rs 20,000
crore in aid, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an-
nounced only Rs 1,600
crore, which has not yet
been released.

to strengthening and
modernising the police
system and ensuring
the welfare and em-
powerment of all police
personnel.

The Chief Minister
highlighted that wom-
en help desks with
Quick Response Teams
(QRTs) have been es-
tablished in every po-
lice station of the state.
Over the past three
years, the government

down their lives in the
line of dug. I

has provided 500 crore
for the construction of
police infrastructure
a significant increase
compared to previ-
ous years. Currently,
688 residential quar-
ters and administra-
tive buildings are un-
der construction, and
work on 120 new quar-
ters will begin soon.
To realise the vision
of smart policing, the
govel nment has fund-
the upgradation of
b1rracks, messes, and
workplaces. A sum of 5
cmrc%lae been released
for implementing the
new criminal laws, and
all police personnel are
being provided with
cashless medical fa-
cilities under the state
health scheme.
CM Dhami further
mentioned that  the

Sanjay Nishad predicts NDA
victory in Bihar elections

Lucknow:
Uttar Pradesh Minis-
ter and NISHAD Party
Chief Sanjay Nishad on
Tuesday took a jibe at
the opposition’s Ma-
hagathbandhan, saying
that whatever formula
they adopt, the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance
(NDA) will form the gov-
ernment in Bihar.
Nishad stressed that
every party and alliance
has its own ideology
and system, but the Ma-
hagathbandhan leaders
have turned politics
into a profession.
“Whatever formula
they adopt, the NDA
will come to power in
Bihar... Every alliance
has its own ideology
and system. Everyone
works according to
that, but these people
have turned politics
into their profession,”
he stated.
Meanwhile, BJP MP
Dinesh Sharma said on
Tuesday that the Ma-

hagathbandhan is on
the verge of collapse
even before it is formed.

Ie also claimed that

the charisma of RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav
had faded.
“They (RJD) lack a
political agenda. The
‘Mahagathbandhan’
is on the verge of col-
lapse even before it's
formed... Everyone
knows that Tejashwi's
charisma has faded.
Now, the only person
who will be successful
is Nitish Kumar,” Shar-
ma said.

Earlier, on Monday,
the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) released its
list of 143 candidates,
effectively concluding
prolonged  seat-shar-
ing talks within the
Mahagathbandhan al-
liance. However, the
alliance suffered a blow
as the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM) formal-
ly withdrew from the
elections.

Sacrifice of brave policemen a matter
of pride for the entire force: CM Yogi

Lucknow:

The Uttar Pradesh Police
continues to take decisive
action against crime and
criminals to ensure a safe
and harmonious envi-
ronment across the state.
Many brave officers have
laid down their lives in
this mission, displaying
exceptional courage and
unwavering commitment
to duty.

Over the past eight
vears, 18 police person-
nel have been martyred
in encounters with crim-
inals, including three be-
tween September 1, 2024,
and August 31, 2025. On
Police  Cc ion

During the encounter near
Bidoli Chasana intersec-
tion, erimi opened fire.
Despite sustaining multi-
ple bullet injuries, the of-
ficer inued leading his

Day, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath paid homage
to these heroes by offer-
ing a wreath and meeting
their families.

Among the martyrs
were STF Inspector Sunil
Kumar, Chief Constable
Durgesh Kumar Singh
(Jaunpur), and Constable
Saurabh Kumar (Gautam
Buddh Nagar)—three val-
iant officers whose cour-
age and devotion to duty
brought pride to the entire
force.

On January 20, 2025,
Inspector Sunil Kumar led
an STF operation to arrest
Arshad, a wanted crim-
inal carrying a Rs 1 lakh

team. The STF retaliated
in self-defence, killing four
criminals. Inspector Sunil
was critically injured and
succumbed at Medanta
Tospital, Gurugram, on
January 22, 2025.

On May 12, 2025, Head
Constable Durgesh Ku-
mar Singh was assigned
duty with the Inspec-
tor-in-Charge of Chand-
wak Police Station, Jaun-
pur. During an anti—cow
smuggling operation on
May 17, he was checking
vehicles at Khujji turn in
the Jalalpur police station
area along with Inspector
Satyaprakash Singh.

At around 11:50 p.m.,

Mahagathbandhan’ is on the verge of collapse
even before it’s formed: BJP’s Dinesh Sharma

Lucknow:
Launching a scathing at-
tack on the opposition,
BJP MP Dinesh Sharma
said on Tuesday that the
Malssuthbandk R

kﬂled by the Chinese
Army at Hot Springs in
Ladakh on October 21,
1959, in an unequal con-
frontation inside Indi-
an territory. To honour
the memory of these ten
valiant Policemen, the
DGsP/IGsP Conference
held in 1962 decided to
observe October 21 every
year as Police Commem-
oration Day.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday paid heart-
felt tributes to India’s
police personnel on the
occasion of Police Com-
memoration Day, laud-
ing their courage, dedi-
cation, and sacrifices in
maintaining the nation’s
safety and security.

s
on the verge of collapse
even before it is formed.
Sharma accused the
main Opposition party
in the State, Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal, of being
casteist and communal.
“RJD is both casteist
and communal. Its en-
tire political agenda is
spent vilifying  other
castes and inciting con-
flict between Hindus
and Muslims,” he said.
He also claimed that
the RJD leader Tejash-
wi Yadav's charisma had
faded.
“They (RJD) lack a
political agenda. The
Mal hhandt is

Tejashwi’s charisma has
faded. Now, the only
person who will be suc-
cessful is Nitish Kumar,”
Sharma said.
hile

q

alliance.

Speaking to reporters
in Patna, Yadav said,
“The entire public is on
one side. All people are

ding with the ‘Ma-

ent MP Pappu Yadav
from Purnea on Tuesday
exuded confidence in
the victory of Mahagath-

dt in the Bihar

on the verge of co]lapce
even before it's formed...
Everyone knows that

Assembly polls, stating
that the people of the
state support the grand

hagathbandhan’.  Only
the grand alliance’s gov-
ernment will be formed.
When the public is unit-
ed, it will unite every-
one.”

On Monday, the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD)

released its list of 143
candidates, effectively
concluding  prolonged
seat-sharing talks within
the Mahagathbandhan
alliance. However, the
alliance suffered a blow
as the Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM) formally
withdrew from the elec-
tions.

With this announce-
ment, the shape of the
Mahagathbandhan alli-
ance is also clear, with
RJD contesting 143,
Congress 61, CPI ML 20
and the remaining likely
to go to Mukesh Sahani'’s
VIP.

The 2025 Bihar Elec-
tions will have the main
contest between the Na-
tional Democratic Alli-
ance and the Mahagath-
bandhan.

NDA includes the
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty, Janata Dal (United),
Lok Janshakti Party

(Ram Vilas), ITindustani
Awam Morcha (Secular)
and Rashtriya Lok Mor-
cha.

The Mahagathband-
han led by Rashtriya
Janata Dal includes
the Congress party,
the Communist Party
of India (Marxist-Len-
inist) (CPI-ML) led by
Deepankar  Bhattacha-
rya, the Communist
Party of India (CPI),
the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) (CPM),
and Mukesh Sahani’s
Vikasheel Insaan Party
(VIP).

Additionally, Prashant
Kishor’s Jan Suraaj has
also staked claims on all
243 seats of the state.

Polling in the Bihar
2025 elections is sched-
uled to take place on
November 6 and 11, re-
spectively, while the re-
sults will be declared on
November 14.

. o
bounty, in Shamli district.

the driver of a pickup truck
(UP 65 PT 9227) inten-
tionally rammed the vehi-
cle into him while tryi
to escape. Head Constable
Durgesh suffered severe
injuries and was immedi-
ately taken to the Trauma
Center, BHU Varanasi,
where he was declared
dead.

In a swift follow-up op-
eration, police surrounded
the area, leading to an en-
counter in which three ac-
cused were injured, while
one, Salman, died during
treatment.

Head Constable
Durgesh's supreme sacri-
fice continues to inspire
not only the Jaunpur Po-
lice but also the entire Ut-
tar Pradesh Police force,
exemplifying courage and
duty in the face of danger.

On May 25, 2025, a po-
lice team led by Sub-In-

spector Sachin Rathi set
out to apprehend Qadir,
a wanted accused in a
case registered at Police
Station Phase-3, Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar. The
team comprised Sub-In-
spectors Udit Singh and
Nikhil, along with Con-
stables Sachin, Saurabh,
Sandeep Kumar, and
Sonit. Acting on a tip-off,
the team reached village
Nahal, under Police Sta-
tion Mussoorie, in Ghaz-
iabad district, where the
informant identified Qa-
dir sitting among a group
of men.

As the police moved in
and arrested him, Qadir
began shouting for help,
drawing a hostile crowd
that attacked the officers.
While Qadir was being
placed in the police ve-
hicle, his brother and ac-
complices opened fire on
the team. Constable Sau-
rabh Kumar was shot in
the head, and Constable
Sonit was also injured. As
the police tried to move
the wounded officers to
safety, the mob resumed
firing and pelting stones.
The injured Saurabh Ku-
mar was immediately
rushed to Yashoda ITos-
pital, Nehru Nagar, Ghaz-
iabad, where doctors de-
clared him dead.

Azam Khan calls ‘I Love Muhammad’
row a plot to disturb harmony

Rampur:
Samajwadi Party leader
Azam Khan on Tuesday
said that the controversy
over the ‘T Love Muham-
mad’ I which

Hazrat Dargah and It-
tehad-e-Millat ~ Council
(IMC) chief Maulana
Taugeer Raza Khan's
huuse, holchng “I Love

triggered violence in Ba-
reilly on September 26,
was an attempt to disrupt
communal harmony.

Khan said, “Even if I
were to call it a spark,
how did this small mat-
ter become such a raging
fire? Had the district ad-
ministration wanted, the
issue could have been re-
solved through dialogue.
No matter how much
the situation escalates, a
solution is found only by
sitting at the table. Just
look at the results of the
wars... This was a con-
spiracy to destroy harmo-
ny. Obviously, if someone
loves someone, it is their
birthright to love them...”

The protestors pelted
stones at the police dur-
ing the protest after the
Friday prayers.

A group of people had
gathered outside Ala

d” placards.

Following the chaos,
the Uttar Pradesh police
arrested Maulana Mo-
hsin Raza in connection
with the September 26
protests in Bareilly.

Earlier, All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM)
President Asaduddin
Owaisi criticised the Ut-
tar Pradesh government
over the ‘T Love Muham-
mad’ poster controversy,
stating that expressing
love for Prophet Muham-
mad is a matter of “faith”
and questioned why the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) was objecting to it.

In an interview with
ANI, the AIMIM Presi-
dent said that the UP gov-
ernment should release
those who have been ar-
rested in connection with
the ‘T Love Muhammad’
poster row.
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Senate Republicans head to White
House amid stalemate on US shutdown

“Iron Lady”
Sanae Takaichi
becomes Japan”s
first woman
prime minister

Tokyo:

Japan™s  Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party President
Sanae Takaichi was elect-
ed Prime Minister by par-
liament on luesdav, to
become the country”s first
woman leader.

Takaichi avoided a run-
off with a victory in a first
round of voting in the
Lower House, garnering
237 votes against Consti-
tutional Democratic Party
of Japan leader Yoshihiko
Noda”s 149, Kyodo report-

ed.

The official Japanese
news agency said that
64-year-old Takaichi won
237 of 465 votes cast in the
lower house of Parliament
to become the Japan PM.

Among the challenges
that the new PM faces is
a sluggish economy and
uniting the ruling party
which has been rocked by
scandals and internal con-
flicts.

On Monday Takaichi,
who has been looking for
a new political partner,
reached a formal agree-
ment with Osaka Governor
Hirofumi Yoshimura, who
leads the JIP, also known
as Nippon Ishin no Kai.

Takaichi, a protege of
the late former PM Shin-
20 Abe, was on Tuesday
morning already moving
ahead with forming a Cab-
inet ahead of her formal
election as prime minister.
No lawmakers from the
JIP — which is also known
as Nippon Ishin no Kai

— are expected to join the
Cabinet.
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Washington:

) s the government
shuldowu enters
its fourth week,

Senate Republicans are
headed to the White
House on Tuesday —
not for urgent talks
on how to end it, but
for a display of unity
with President Donald
Trump as they refuse to
negotiate on any Demo-
cratic demands.

Senate  Democrats,
too, are confident in
their strategy to keep
voting against a House-
passed Bill that would
reopen the government
until Republicans, in-
cluding Trump, engage
them on extending
health care subsidies
that expire at the end of
the year.

With  both  sides
showing no signs of
movement, it's unclear
how long the stalemate
will last — even as hun-
dreds of thousands of
federal workers will
miss another paycheck
in the coming days and
states are sounding
warnings that key fed-
eral programmes will
soon lapse completely.

US VP ]JD Vance Strives for

Washingto:
US Vice-President JD
Vance has arrived in Is-
rael as part of the Trump
administration’s efforts
to strengthen the Gaza
ceasefire agreement.

He is expected to push
the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Benjamin Netanya-
hu, to start negotiations
on long-term issues for
a permanent end to the
war with Hamas.

The two special US
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Tense talks ahead — Senate Republicans rush to White Touse as US shutdown looms Us

And the meeting at
the White House ap-
pears unlikely, for now,
to lead to a bipartisan
resolution as Senate
Republicans are dug
in and Trump has fol-
lowed their lead.

“I think the presi-
dent’s ready to get in-
volved on having the
discussion” about ex-

envoys who helped ne-
gotiate the deal, Ste-

tending the subsidies,
said Senate Republi-
can leader John Thune,
R-SD, on Monday. “But
1 don't think they are
prepared to do that un-
til (Democrats) open up
the government.”
While Capitol Hill
remains at a standstill,
the effects of the shut-
down are worsening.

ve Witkoff and Jared
Kushner, also held
talks with Netanyahu
on Monday.

Their visits come
after a flare-up of vio-
lence on Sunday that
threatened to derail the
12-day-old truce. Isra-
el said a Hamas attack
killed two soldiers, trig-
gering Israeli air strikes
which killed dozens of
Palestinians.

US President Don-

Federal workers are
set to miss additional
paychecks amid total
uncertainty about when
they might eventually
get paid.

Government services
like the Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Pro-
gramme for Women,
Infants and Children,
known as WIC, and

European leaders back Trump’s
Ukraine ceasefire position

Brussels:
European  Union _coun-
tncs on Tuesday released
in support of

Senate Democrats,
too, are confident
in their strategy to
keep voting against a
House-passed Bill that
would reopen the gov-
ernment until Republi-
cans, including Trump,
engage them on ex-
tending health care

subsidies that expire

at the end of the year. I
Head Start preschool
programmes that serve
needy families are fac-
ing potential cutoffs in
funding.

On Monday, Energy
Secretary Chris Wright
said the National Nu-
clear Security Admin-
istration is furloughing
1,400 federal workers.
The Federal Aviation
Administration has re-
ported air controller
shortages and flight de-
lays in cities across the
United States.

Still, there has been
little urgency in Wash-
ington as each side
believes the other will
eventually cave.

the US President Don-
ald Trump’s position that
fighting should end imme-
diately in Ukraine, adding
that “the current line of
contact should be the start-
ing point of negotiations.”

“We strongly support
President Trump’s po-
sition that the fighting
should stop immediately,
and that the current line of
contact should be the start-
ing point of negotiations,”
the statement read.

“We must ramp up the
pressure on Russia's econ-
omy and its defence indus-
try, until [Vladimir] Putin
is ready to make peace. We
are developing measures
to use the full value of Rus-
sia’s immobilised sover-
eign assets so that Ukraine
has the resources it needs,”
itread.

The statement was
signed by Ukranian Presi-
dent Zelenskyy, UK Prime
Minister ~ Keir  Starm-
er, Chancellor Friedrich
Merz, France President
Emmanuel Macron, Ital-
ian Prime Minister Gior-
gio Meloni, Poland Prime
Minister Donald Tusk, EU
President von der Leyen,
European Council Presi-

dent Antonio Costa, Nor-
way Prime Minister Jonas
Gahr Stre Stre, Finland
President Cai-Goran Alex-
ander Stubb and Denmark
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen on Peace for
Ukraine

The EU President Ursu-
la von der Leyen took to
X to share the joint state-
ment and said, “We're
united, more than ever, for
ajust and lasting peace for
Ukraine.”

“We support President of
the US efforts to this end.
Ukraine must be in the
strongest position before,
during and after any cease-
fire,” she said adding “This
will be front and center in
our EUCO and Coalition of
the Willing meetings.”

EU’s top diplomat Kaja
Kallas said on Monday that
Ukraine shouldn't have to
give up territory as part of
a peace deal with Russia.

According to a Polico
report, Kallas was cited as
telling jounalists in Lux-
embourg after a meeting
of foreign ministers, “If we
just give away the territo-
ries, then this gives a mes-
sage to everybody that you
can just use force against
your neighbors and get
what you want.” She said,

“I think this is very danger-
ous.

Peace Amid Fragile Gaza Ceasefire

ald Trump insisted on
Monday that the cease-
fire was still on track
but also warned Hamas
that it would be “eradi-
cated” if it violated the
deal.

Trump is said to have
dispatched his deputy
and envoys to Israel to
keep up the momentum
and push for the start of
talks on the second criti-
cal phase of his 20-point
Gaza peace plan.

It  would involve
setting up an interim
government in the Pal-
estinian territory, de-
ploying an internation-
al stabilisation force,
the withdrawal of Is-
raeli troops, and disar-
mament of Hamas.

Israel has previously
said it would not join
such talks until Hamas
has returned all the de-
ceased hostages it has
been holding.

Vance, Witkoff and
Kushner are also at-
tempting to ensure the
ceasefire deal, which is
based on the first phase
of the peace plan, does
not collapse first.

The New York Times
cited US officials as
saying they were con-
cerned that Israel's
prime minister might

“vacate” the deal and re-

sume an all-out assault
against Hamas.

Netanyahu told the
Israeli parliament on
Monday that he would
discuss “security chal-
lenges” and “political
opportunities” with
Vance during his visit.

He also said Israe-
li forces had dropped
153 tonnes of bombs
on Gaza in response to
what he called a “bla-
tant” breach of the
ceasefire by Hamas on
Sunday.

India Coal Import Drops
Marginally in August

New Delhi
India’s coal import
dropped by marginal 0.6
per cent to 20.58 million
tonne in the month of
August, over the year-
ago period.

The country’s coal im-
port was 20.70 MT in
the corresponding peri-
od of the previous fiscal.

In the April-August
period of FY26, the
coal import dropped to
118.07 MT from 121.18
MT a year ago, accord-
ing to data compiled by
B2B e-commerce solu-
tion provider mjunction
services.

Of the total imports in
August, non-coking coal
volume stood at 11.55
MT, against 13.04 MT
a year ago. Coking coal
import was at 4.82 MT
against 4.53 MT import-
ed in August last fiscal.

During April-August
FY26, non-coking coal

import was at 72.
lower than 78.68 MT im-
ported during the same
period last fiscal. Cok-
ing coal import stood
at 27.04 MT as against
24.79 MT a year ago.

mjunction servie-
es CEO Vinaya Varma
had earlier said that
the coal demand before
the festive period was
subdued due to an ex-
tended monsoon, and
the overall demand sce-
nario is likely to remain
sluggish in the current
fiscal year.

From a mid-to-long
term perspective, how-
ever, coal demand is ex-
pected to keep growing,
albeit at a slower rate, in
view of the strong pipe-
line of thermal power
projects being planned
and announced. mjunc-
tion Services Ltd is a
joint venture of Tata
Steel and SAIL.

Sensex, lety Gain in Muhurat Trading Session

Mumbai:
enchmark  stock
indices Sensex and
Nifty ended mar-

ginally higher in the spe-
cial one-hour Muhurat
trading session on Tues-
day, marking the begin-
ning of the new Samvat
Year 2082 on a positive
note amid firm global
cues.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex rose 62.97 points
or 0.07 per cent to close
at 84,426.34. During the
symbolic session, the
benchmark hit a high of
84,665.44 and a low of
84,286.40.

The broader NSE Nifty
went up by 25.45 points,
or 0.10 per cent, to close
at 25,868.60. As many
as 25 Nifty stocks ended
lower while 24 shares
closed with gains and
one remain unchanged.

Stock exchanges BSE
and NSE conducted a
special Muhurat trading
session from 1345 hrs
to 1445 hrs on Tuesday
to mark the beginning
of the new Samvat Year
2082, and the opening
of new accounting books
for traders and inves-
tors.

In the last Samvat
2081 which ended on

Monday the BSE Sensex
Jumped 4,974.31 points
r 6

mbed 1,637.8
P nts or 6.76 per cent.
Mubhurat trading is a
one-hour symbolic trad-
ing session conducted
by stock exchanges on
the occasion of Diwali,
marking the start of the
new Samvat year and
new books of accounts
by traders.

Diwali sales hit record Rs

New Dethi:
India’s  Diwali sales
touched a record Rs
6.05 lakh crore -- com-
prising Rs 5.40 lakh
crore in goods and Rs
65,000 crore in services
— buoyed by the recent
GST reform and strong
consumer  sentiment,
traders’ lobby CAIT
said on Tuesday.

The  Confederation
of All India Traders
(CAIT) based its find-
ings on a nation-wide
survey across 60 ma-
jor distribution centres
including state capitals
and Tier 2 & 3 cities

conducted by its re-
search wing.

Last year, the Diwa-
li sales stood at Rs 4.25
lakh crore, according to

IT.

Mainline retail -- par-

ticularly non-corporate
and traditional markets
-~ contributed 85 per
cent to the total trade,
underscoring a power-

ful comeback of India’s

physical markets and
small traders, CAIT stat-
ed.

Sector wise percent-
age of sales of prominent

Among major Sensex
gainers Bajaj Finserv
rose the most by 1.42 per
cent, Axis Bank gained
0.80 per cent, Infosys
by 0.72 per cent, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra by 0.60
per cent, Tata Motor 4
0.55 per cent, Bajaj
nance by 0.53 per cent
and Tata Steel by 0.52
per cent.

Kotak Mahindra Bank,
ICICI Bank, HCL Tech-

6 lakh

festive items included
Grocery & FMCG 12 per
cent, Gold & Jewellery
10 per cent, Electron-
ics & Electricals items
8 per cent, Ci

nologies, Bh:
Maruti  Suzuki India,
Trent Ltd and Tata Con-

Services were

markets also
advanced with BSE
Midcap rising 0.23 per
cent, or 106.95 points,
to close at 46,787.20.
The BSE SmallCap
gained 0.91 per cent, or
486.81 points, to settle
at 53,842.85.

Crore:

services sector added
Rs 65,000 crore to the
sales from sectors such
as packaging, hospital-
ity, cab services, travel,
event tent

Durables 7 per cent,
Ready-made Garments
7 per cent, Gift Items 7
per cent, Home Décor
5 per cent,Furnishing
& Furniture 5 per cent,
Sweets & Namkeen 5 per
cent, Textiles & Fabrics
4 per cent, Pooja Articles
3 per cent, Fruits & Dry
Fruits 3 per cent, among
others.

CAIT National Pres-
ident B C Bhartia said

& decoration, manpow-
er, and delivery.

The report found that
72 per cent of surveyed
traders attributed high-
er sales volumes directly
to reduced GST rates on
daily-use items, foot-
wear, garments, con-
fectionery, home décor,
and consumer durables.

Consumers also ex-
pressed greater satisfac-
tion with stable pricing,

.
The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex rose 62.97 points
or 0.07 per cent to
close at 84,426.34.
During the symbolic
session, the bench-
mark hit a high of
84,665.44 and a low of

84,286.40.

Among the sectoral in-
dices, Industrials rose the
most by 0.53 per cent,
Telecommunication by
0.51 per cent, Commodi-
ties by 0.47 per cent, Cap-
ital Goods by 0.40 per
cent, Services by 0.38 per
cent and Metal by 0.37
per cent.

On the other hand,
Bankex and Realty ended
marginally lower.

Meanwhile, global mar-
kets were trading firm.
European shares rose in
early trade while Asian
peers ended with gains.

s C

RBI sells USD
7.7 Billion to
curb rupee
volatility

Mumba

The Reserve Bank sold
USD 7.7 billion in August
to check exchange rate
volatility as well as to ar-
rest the decline in value
of the rupee against the
American currency.

The central bank’s
net sale of US dollars
was at USD 7.69 billion
in August, nearly three
times higher than in
the preceding month,
according to the data
on sale/purchase of US
dollars published in the

bcuchnnll\ increased
by 1.36 per cent, Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng index
climbed 0.77 per cent,
South Korea’s Kospi
went up 0.24 per cent,
and Japan's benchmark
Nikkei 225 rose 0.15 per
cent.

CAIT

which encouraged sus-
tained festive spending.

The report noted that
this festive surge will
continue through the
winter, wedding, and
upcoming festive sea-
son from mid-January.

According to CAIT,
Diwali 2025 trade cre-
ated 50 lakh temporary
jobs in logistics, pack-
aging, transport, and
retail services. Rural
and semi-urban India
accounted for 28 per
cent of the total trade,
reflecting deeper eco-
nomic participation be-
yond metros.

RBI's latest bulletin.

The data also showed
that the Reserve Bank
did not purchase US dol-
lars in July and August.

Reserve Bank’s stated
position is that it does
not target any level or
band for the rupee-dol-
lar exchange rate, but
intervenes in the forex
market only when there
is excessive volatility.

In August, the ru-
pee depreciated by 1.6
against the US dollar.

The Indian rupee de-
preciated against the US
dollar in September too,
amidst elevated trade
tensions, heightened
global uncertainties, and
persistent foreign port-
folio investment out-
flows.
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CRICKET

West Indies
pull off rare
feat in chase for
redemption

be-

Dhaka:
The second ODI

tween Bangladesh and
West Indies at Dhaka's
Shere Bangla National
Stadium witnessed an
urmsual feat as the vis-
itors delivered all their
50 overs by spinners.
marking the first-ever
instance of a team bowl-
ing all-spin in a complet-
ed ODI inning.

As WI trail by 1-0 in
the three-match series,
the two-time champions,
searching for automat-
ic gualification to the
2027 ICC Cricket World
Cup. had spinners
Akael Hosein, Roston
Chase, Gudakesh Motie,
Khary Pierre, and Alick
Athanaze each deliver-
ing 10 overs.

The surface was very
familiar to what was
on offer during the first
OD1, the one with plen-
ty of cracks and dryness,
and Windies made the
best use of it

A fluent lmock from
Soumya Sarkar (45 in 89
balls, with three fours
and a six) and a half-cen-
tury partnership for the
seventh wicket between
skipper Mehidy Hasan
Miraz (32* in 58 balls,
with a fours) and Rish-
ad Hossain, who played
a sensational cameo
of 39* in 14 balls, with
three fours and four six-
es each was the highlight
as Bangladesh posted
213/7in 50 Gvers.

Miraz and Rishad’s
parinership came when
Bangladesh were 163/7
in 46 overs, with Rish-
ad’s firewerks making a
massive difference.

Motie (3/65) emerged
as the pick of the bowlers
for W1, while Athanaze
(2/14) delivered a sensa-
tional 10-over spell. Ho-
sein also took 2/41 in 10
overs.

Aussie captain
Alyssa Healy
out with calf
strain, Tahlia
McGrath to
lead

New Delhi:

Australia have been dealt

a blow ahead of their up-
coming ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup 2025
fixture against England
on  Wednesday, with
captain Alyssa Healy
sidelined after sustain-
ing a minor calf strain
during a training session
last Saturday.

She will continue to be
evaluated ahead of Aus-
tralia’s final group-stage
fixture versus South
Africa, scheduled for
Saturday, 25th October.
In her absence, Tahlia
MecGrath will step in to
lead the side. Australia
have already sealed their
semi-final spot at the
teurnament.

Healy has been in spar-
Kling touch throughout
the tournament, anchor-
ing the batting for her
team. She leads Aus-
tralia’s run-scoring so
far, amassing 294 runs
in the competition from
four games, as per the
10C website.

She smashed a bril-
liant 142 off 107 balls
against India - her sixth
ODT century and first as
captain - which powered
Australia to the high-
est successful chase in
women’s OD1 history.

Healy followed that up
with an unbeaten 113" in
a dominant 1o-wicket
victory over Bangladesh,
marking her second con-
secutive hundred in the
tournament.

After months of reha-
bilitation, Healy made
her long-awaited refurn
in August, playing six
white-ball matches for
Australia A against In-
dia A in Queensland be-
fore being named in the
World Cup squad.
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Kohli gears up for Adelaide
ODI with crisp strokeplay

Adelaide:

ollowing a disap-
pointing refurn to

international cricket
in the first ODI at Perth,
which wiinessed Virat
Kohli struggle with the
outside off-stump trap
onee again, the superstar
‘batter took to the nets, fir-
ing some ofhis trademark
Tits while also attempting
some back-footed strokes
ahead of the second ODI
at Adelaide Oval.

In a video posted by
SACA News, the official
X handle of the South
Australia Cricket Associ-
ation (SACA), the team
with Adelaide Oval as
their home ground, Vi-
tat is witnessed firing
back-footed punches and
cuts and capped off the
video with an eye-catching
pull shot.

After a disappointing
eight-ball duck at Perth
on his international return,
wiich dampened the fes-
tive feel around this ODI
series taking place in Di-
wali week, Virat would be
aiming to make amends
with a fine knock and avoid
the outside off-stump trap
‘that has followed him fora

Kohli sharpens form ahead of Adelaide ODT

long while.

At Adelaide Oval, he is
India’s highest run-getter
of all ime, with 975 runsin
12 matches and 17 innings
atan average 0f65.00, five
centuries and four fifties,
and a best score of 141
Notably, he is also the best
visiting batter of all time
at this venue, and 1t is his
home awayfmm home.

In eight innings fhis year,
he has scored 275 runs in
eight ODIs and innings,

averaging 39.28, with a
century, two fifties, and a
best seore of 100%.

Virat has delivered some
of his biggest career state-
ments at this venue. When
his credentials as a Test
‘batter were met with skep-
tism in his early 20s during
the 2011-12 Test tour, Vi-
rat registered his maiden
Test tundred at this verue,
against a fiery line-up of
Ryan Harris, Ben Hilfen-
haus, Peter Siddle against

It's been frustrating”: Matt Short
targets con51stency in ODIs

New Delhi:

Australia’s players will

take away different les-
sons from this ODI se-
ries against India. While
the series helds its own
importance, for some it
serves as preparation for
the Ashes, for others it's
a first real opportunity
at the ODI level, and for
a few it’s a chance to re-
vive their credentials. For
Matt Short, however, this
is a crucial phase to push
his case for a top-order
spot, with competition
heating up ahead of the
2027 ODI World Cup, as
per ESPNericinfo.

The min-hit opening
match in Perth was Short’s
16th ODI since making his
debut alittle over two years
ago in South Africa. In his
debut game against India
in Mohali, he batted at No.
8, and a few months lat-
er, he was sent in at No. 6
against West Indies in Syd-
ney. It was only later that
ke got an extended run at
the top of the order, where
e scored his career-best
63 against England dur-
ing the Champions Tro-
phy earlier this year.

Since then, things ha-
ven't gone as planned
Short himself described
it as a frustrating peri-
od. having been side-
Tined by imjuries, first a

Matt Short eyes consistency after frustzation

quad strain that ended
his Champions Trophy
campaign early, followed
by a side injury that kept
him out of the T2l series
against West Indies and
the entire white-ball leg
against South Africa.

He played in the three
Taols against New Zea-
land earlier this month,
but runs have been hard to
come by in 50-over cricket
this season. For Victoria,
he has managed scores of
0, 20 and 12. In the Perth
ODL, he could score 8 off
17 balls before top-edging a
catchto short third man off
Axar Patel, missing a good
chance to build a partner-
ship with Mitchell Marsh.

“It's been frustrating..I
still feel like I'm moving
well. I'm feeling good out

in the middle,” Short told
reporters, as quoted from
ESPNericinfo.

“Just haven't got the runs
on the board. But hopeful-
ly they come soon. It sbeen
a frustrating year in terms
of getfing that continuous
cricket.” he noted.

With Cameron Green
(side imury) and Josh
Inglis (calf) unavailable,
Australia are without two
key members of their pre-
ferred ODI XI as they look
ahead to the 2027 World
Cup. While Marsh and
Trayis Head seem set as
the first-choice opening
pair, theres likely to be
fierce competition for mid-
dle and lower-order po-
sitions in the post-Steven
Smith and Glenn Maxwell
50-GVET €ra.

who even legends like Sa-
chin Tendulkar, Virender
Sehwag, VVS Laxman and
Rahul Dravid struggled to
tackle at twilight of their
careers. Result? Virat was
the only Indian batter to
cross the 300-run mark in
the series, which marked
the beginning of the end
for these legends men-
tioned above.

His next statement came
during December 2014 in
the first Test of the tour,

when a 26-year-old Virat
stepped into the shoes of
MS Dhoeni, with the latier
out due to an injury. In his
very first Test as a captain.
Virat slhmmed twin hun-
dreds, 115 and 141. The
bourcer Mitchell Johnson
had launched at hishead to
intimidate him after a 134~
run, almost career-ending
tour to England, triggered
something in Virat. Whis-
pered. silent chants of ‘Om
Namaah Shivay’ came
from Virat's mouth as he
smashed Johnson. Siddle,
Harris and Nathan Lyon
all over the park as if that
England tour had never
‘happened.

His 141 in the 2od in-
nings, while chasing 364
on the final day, signalled
what was going to happen
when Virat fook over cap-
taincy full-time, no boring
draws, no complacency,
just going for the ldll tll
‘the Tast ball. While India
fell short of the target by
48 runs, the Delhi boy had
announced he was India’s
next warrior in whites
‘that teams would struggle
to tame, that his wicket
would be one to be earned,
not thrown away casually.

ACB spokesperson slams
Pakistan over airstrike that
killed 3 Afghan players

Kabul:

Sayed Naseem Sadaat,

spokesperson for the Af-
ghanistan Cricket Board
(ACB), strongly con-
demns Pakistan's air-
strike in Paktika prov-
ince that killed three
Afghan cricketers. urg-
ing global cricket beards
to denounce the attack.

He emphasized that
cricket promotes peace
and shouldn’t be entan-
gled with war, calling for
the protection of crick-
eters and the sport from
conflict.

ACB confirmed that
the players, identified
as Kabeer, Sibghatul-
lah, and Harcon, were
among eight people
killed in the airstrike in
the Urgun district. Sev-
en others were reported-
ly injured.

In an exclusive inter-
view with ANT Sayed Na-
seem Sadaat said, “We
call upon all the cricket
boards to condemn such
barbaric attacks becanse
cricket is a game that
carries the message of
peace. Cricketers are
peace ambassadors and
they should be stayed
away from the war. War
should not be inter-
fered in sperts: So we
call upon all the cricket
fraternity and boards to

condemn such attacks
and keep cricket away
from war.”

Sadaat, stated that
they have clear evidence,
inchiding a video re-
port, indicating that the
Pakistani state was re-
spensible for the attack
that killed three Afghan
cricketers in  Paktika
province.

The attack has been
widely condemned
the cricket fraternity,
including prominent
Afghan cricketers like
Rashid Khan. The ACB
has also withdrawn from
the upcoming Tri-Na-
tion T20l Series involv-
ing Pakistan and Sri
Lanka in protest.

“We got evidence all
the cricket fraterni-
ty and all the people
around the world weuld
have definitely watched
our video repert on the
incident that was made
by our media team. So,
we got clear evidence
that the attack was done
by a Pakistani state,” he
said.

“After the incident, the
management of Afghan-
istan Cricket Board de-
cided to cancel Afghan-
istan’s participation in
the tri-series that was
going to be hosted by
Pakistan,” he added.

Ex-Captain Tim Paine backs surprise
name for Ashes fast bowling

Melbourne:

Former Australian cap-

tain Tim Paine floated
the name of former Tas-
manian teammate and
right-arm pacer Riley
Meredith to boost Aus-
tralia’s depleting bowl-
ing stocks ahead of the
home Ashes series start-
ing from November 21
onwards.

As the first ball of
Ashes at home at Perth
awaits Australia. they
face a serious ftrouble
with their skipper Pat
Cummins likely to miss
the first Test due to back
stress issues. Since the
tour to the Windies, the
Australian_skipper has
not bowled in nets, put-
ting himself in serious
doubt. Also, all-round-
ers Cameron Green
(back surgery) and Beau
Webster (ankle issues)
are battling their own
concerns and will have
to race against Hime to
present themselves as
viable pace optiocns at
home.

FElsewhere, coming
to fringe names, West
Aussie quick Lance Mor-
ris will miss the whole
summer due to back
surgery, while the same
back issues have caught

Virat Kohli returns to his happy
hunting ground in Adelaide

Adelaide:

‘When star Indian bat-

ter Virat Kohli enters
the comfortable, lush-
green and familiar field
of Adelaide Oval for
the second ODI against
Australia on Thurs-
day, it could be for the
last time the legend
could be making his
appearance at the icon-
ic venue where he has
played some of his best
cricket. The date of Oc-
tober 231d, the day of
the match, alse holds
a massive significance
in his career, and the
soon-to-be 37-year-old
could script anocther
core memery for the In-
dian cricket audience at
the venue.

The second ODI be-
tween India and Aus-
tralia will take place
at Adelaide Oval from
Thursday cnwards. Af-
ter a disappointing

India fined 5% match fee for slow over-rate vs Australia

eight-ball duck at Perth
on his international re-
turn, which dampened
the festive feel around
this ODI series taking
place in Diwali week,
Virat would be aiming
to make amends with
a fine knock and avoid
the ocutside off-stump
trap that has followed

him for a long while.

At Adelaide Oval,
he is India’s highest
tun-getter of all time,
with 975 runs in iz
matches and 17 innings
at an average of 65.00,
with five centuries and
four fifties, with a best
score of 141, Notably, he
is also the best visiting

batter of all time at this
venue, and it is his home
away from home.

Virat has delivered
some of his biggest ca-
reer statements at this
venue. When his ereden-
tials as a Test batter were
met with skeptism in
his early 20s during the
2011-12 Test tour, Virat
registered his maiden
Test hundred at this
venue, against a fiery
line-up of Ryan Harris,
Ben Hilfenhaus, Pe-
ter Siddle against who
even legends like Sa-
chin Tendulkar, Viren-
der Sehwag, VVS Lax-
man and Rahnl Dravid
struggled to tackle at
twilight of their careers.
Result? Virat was the
enly Indian batter to
eross the goo-run mark
in the series, which
marked the beginning
of the end for these leg-
ends mentioned above.

2
Paine bacls sxprise pacer for Ashes

up with left-armed pacer
Spencer Johnsen. South
Australian pacer Bred-
nan Doggett, who had te
withdraw from tour to
West Indies due to hip
injury, had to miss out
on two opening rounds
of Sheffield Shield dueto
hamstring issues. Seam-
er Sean Abbott, a name
seen in and out of the
Australian squad. is also
undergoing a mandatory
12-day stand-down pe-
riod after being substi-
tuted out of last week's

red-ball contest against
Victoria with a split web-
bing in his hand.

Injuries troubles have
not stopped for Jhye
Richardson either, who
has not played this sea-
son having undergone
shoulder surgery in Jan-
uary, while white-ball
specialist Ben Dwarshu-
is is facing a calf-strain
which has kept him
away from ongeing ODIs
against India.

Two more speedsters,
Victoria's Fergus O'Neill

and Queensland's Mi-
chael Neser have had
an impressive start to
their Sheffield Shield
campaigns and they
could play Tests at some
stage during the sum-
mer. While Fergus had
an impressive six-wick-
el outing (including a
five-wicket haul) against
New South Wales, Ness-
erhas taken 11 wickets in
two Shield Games with
two four-wicket hauls to
his name and like Fer-
gus, is a capable batter.

World No.1 ODI batter Smriti Mandhana
extends lead at top of ICC Women’s rankings

New Delhi:

India opener Smriti
Mandhana has increased
her lead at the top of
the ICC Women's ODI
Batter Rankings as the
leading players at the
ongoing [CC Women's
Cricket World Cup made
gains following the latest
update to the rankings.

Mandhana has scored
consecutive half-cen-
turies at the Women's
World Cup, with her
most recent effort com-
ing against England
when she contributed
a stylish innings of 88
during a narrow loss for
India in Indore.

It helped Mandhana
boost her overall rating
and increase her lead
as the No. 1-ranked ODI
batterto 83 rating points,
with England captain
Nat Sciver-Brunt her
closest challenger fol-
lowing 191 runs for the
tournament.

Mandhana is in a pur-
ple patch of form of late,
with the left-hander hav-

ICC Women's Player of
the Month for Septem-
ber 2025 for her exploits
in the ODI series against
Australia that preceded
the World Cup.

Australia skipper Alys-
sa Healy gains one place
to improve io equal
third overall following
consecutive centuries at
the World Cup, with in-
form South African Taz-
min Brits (up ene spot
to ninth) also making

ing been adjudged the

on the back of her own
efforts with the bat.

also some
movement outside the
top 10, with India cap-
tain Harmanpreet Kaur
(up three places to 15th),
Australia opener Phoebe
Litchfield (up five spots
to 17th) and England
veteran Heather Kmight
(up 15 rungs to 18th)
all rewarded for their
strong form with the bat
at the World Cup.

There is
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Cristiano
Ronalda's son
earns first-ever
Portugal under-
16 team call-up

Lisboin:

| TopstoRy,bev, Weomisons 22, Ocrosea 2025 |

CM Pramod Sawant unveils FIDE
World Cup 2025 logo, anthem

Panaji:

Legendary Partugal foot-
Laller Cnstiano Renal-
do's son has camed &
call-up tothe nationa| wn-
der-16 squad for the first
Himeaver, ad BSPN
g

The  fiftesn-year-old
Cristiana  Ronaldo 1,
currently with his father
in Sandi Arabia, where
the konic footballer rep-
resonts Al Nassr, has
‘been included in the Por-
tugal under-16 22-player
squad for the Federation
Qup tournament in Tur
kay

totrnament,
wh;dx willbe played from
October 30 to Nowember
4, will feature malches
against teams from Tur
Jeey, Wiales, and Bngland,
His selaction comes
aftera callup to the w-
der-15 toam this year in
May, and this step tukes
him one step further to-
wards pessibly sharing
the pitch with his father
in national colours some-
day.

glittering ceremony
@lebratiny  Goa's
cultural herit-

e and India’s grow
;‘;mre a8 a global mﬁ
owerhonse rarked the
larmch of the offital lego
and antham of tha FIDE
World Cup 2025, unvailsd
by Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant hereon Tuesday.

The anthem—ciosd by
mitsic]spend Daler bishn-
di~capturss the spirit and
sibrancy of Gen, acoond-
ing 0 a releass from the
?ﬂlnimCh-mF-ﬂ?ra an

Retuming to Indis after
23 years, the FIDE Werld
Cup2ces,ongcf the most
prestigious bournaments.
cn the global chess calen-
dar, will be held in Nerth
Goa from October 31 0
November 27, bringing
togather 206 elite plapers
from 82 auntries across
the werld in & Jmockeut
contest for a prize purssof
USD 2 million (approxi-
matelyRs 17.58 rare).

While the logo refladts

LSl

1 Svantumvel sFIDE Warld mp 2 Ingo & anthem

Gea's wibrant, oultural
Iy rich Idantity-captur-
ing the emence of the
state's coastal charm and
the sirategic dlegance of
chess—the anthem, sung
by legendary artist Daler
Mo adbe o bach of

Punjab FC announces Samir Zeljkovic
as first overseas signing of season

Mhaliz
Punjab FC on Toesday
anncunoed the sgning of
Samir Zeljovic, who will
be the Shers’ first over-
e signing ahead of the
All India Foothall Feder-
ation (ATFF) Super Cup

2025, siarting October 25
in Gea.
Telikovic  has  been

signed on 4 free transfer
and pannad 4 cne-year
contract with the club, af-
ter spemding the last sea-
son with Radnicla 1923
in Serbia, as per & press
relesse fiom Punab FC,

A Bosnig & Herzegovi-
na international, Zelijk-
ovic hasthe abilityto pfa,"
sither a5 a canfre
or 4 defengive midielder
and has axpmm& play
ing in Burcpean leagues,
playing in Lhe 202526
UEFA Confersnos League
qualifiers for his last dub,
Radnick 1923, He was
called up to the probable
squad for the 20ec-21
UHFA Nshcns League
games sgainst Ttaly and
the Netherlands, and also
fer the friendly sgainst
Iran.

The 28-year<ld is 2
product of the FK Sargje
vo yoath academy, where
he spent six years befors
maving to Ipman Konic,
where he made his seniee
debut in Boenias ssoond

dividen i the 2m718
saascn. He made his big
mcve the next seasen to
Velez Mcstar, cne of the
biggest chubs in Boowa
and Hemmegovina, for
whom he made g ap-
pearanoes acress fiveses-
SONS.

In 2023, Zelijlowic re-
tumed to his boyhood
ub, FK Surajowo, from
where he was loanad to
Usbekistan Super League
club Bungyodker.

Speaking cn the sign-
ing, Pou&i FC Technia]
Directar Nikalace Topo-
liatis expressed His view
eaying, “Onr approach to
recraitment has always
been strategic by identify-
ing players who nat only
fit our system but alsa
bring strong charactar

and profession:
the squad. In Samr, we
have a player with exps-
rience acroes Burope and
Agia, We are confident
Samir will not caly de-
vate the performancs ey
<l but also pesitively in-
fluenes: the development
of our younger players.”

Samir  Zelikovic s
locking forward to start-
ing this new journey in
Mohali, T am exdited to
weer the Punjab BC cal-
ours and start this new
adventurs, It's always

ecisl in 4 cb

at’s building some-
thing meaningful. T have
heard graat things about
Punjsh FC's vision for
developing foctball in
India, and I want to be
part of that story.

grandaur and mystiqus to
the evant, therelsass sald.

At the launch ceremo-
ny, Gea Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said, "It
is.a moment of immense
pride for Gea to host the
FIDE Wesld Cup zdes

ong of the most pres-
tiglows events in global
chess, This milastons not
caly reaffirms cur state’s
commitment %o beoom-
ing a premier deination
for internaticnal

bt alen oelebrates

rising prominence cn the
woeld ches stage. The
offictal lego and anthem
reflct the verysoul of Gos
— vibrant, creative, and
desply tected in calture—
whilecapturitig the strate-
gic eleganes of chegs, We
are ready o weloome the
worlds finest playens o
our shores for 28 days of
top-dass competition, ca-
maraderie, and an exprt-
<ne that bends the spinit
of Goa with the brilliance
of the game,” as quoted
from arelesse by AICF.
India’s heeting of the
FDE Wedd Cup un-
deseres the natien’s
gmwug influsnes unj
ecpening passon  for
vas The Indian contin-
gent will be led by reign-
ing Werld Champion D
Gukesh, almgside top
talents such ae Arjun Fri-
guis, R P 1

Breaking Time

What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every colwnn, and
avary 3x3 box containg the digit 1tc 9. Bvery puzzle

hag only correct salution.
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Pibal Sarin, Vidit Gujar-
athi, and Wetnen’s Weeld
Cup Champion Div
Dishmulkh will be playing
her first home
the historic win,

Extending Kane's contract would be madness:
Bayern Munich midfielder Hamann

New Delhi;

Fomter Bagem Mumich

and Germany midfisld-
er Distmar Hamann has
cautioned the Bunde-
sligs champions to re-
consider their reported
dedision <f handing an
sarly contract extension
for the prdlific striker
Harry Kane, dassifying
the move a8 “madness”.

England csptain Kane
{s currently under con-
tract thet runs until
2027. Kane, 32, will turn
34 by the fime his deal
with the most decorat-
ed club in Bundesliga
oconcndes. Last month,
Bayern Munich's sport-
ing directer Max Eberd
hinted at the. prospect
of extanding Kane's stay
with the dub,

The prospect of hand-
ing a confract extension
to Kane stems from his
stellar record since his
arrival in 2023 After
finding the back of the
net against Werder Bre-
men last mun!h Kane
reachied 100 geals in just
104 games %ul Bayarn
Munich.

Despite his scveching
form, Hamann believes
axtending Kane's con-
tract oould hurn out toba
a4 misstap, While citing
concems over his: age
and long-term impact,

Hamann qu ad the
legie behind renegotiat-
ing Kane's deal when hg
still has 4 year and & half
laft em his current agres-
ment. He also wendared
if the English forward
has the capacity to socre
aganst top-tier teams in
the Burcpean competi-
tion,

“That weuld be mad-
ness. He'll be 34 when
the comtract expires. You
can't extend a contract
that stll has 20 meonthe
torun. It would be mad-
ness. At the Hurcpean
Champicnship, Bngland
won ther games when
Kane came off, Wheth-
er he soores against the
best teams hke Paris
Saint-Germain or Arss-
nal remains to be seen,”
Hamann said on Sky as
quoted from Geal.oom.

Since he joined Ba-
waria, Kane has earnad

Liverpool legend says Salah should not be a weekly guarantee

Lendon:
Former Liverpeol de-

fender Jamia Carragh-
er balisves it is about
time that the dub's star
winger Mohamed Salah
should no longer be a
guaran teed starter every
week.

The last seascn’s
Premier League Gold-
20 Boot winner, Salah,
turned out to be one
of the mest underwe-
hlming performers for
Liverpocl, during their
2-1 home defeat against
Manchester United on
Sunday.

In fromt of & 2 bus-
\ling crowd in Anfield,
Salah missed & golden
opportunity fo put his
name on the sooresheet
and levsl the scordine
after Bryan Mbeumo
broks the stalamate in
the second minute of
the rivalry fixture.

With another flop
show, Salah has floun-
dered in finding the
backof the net in seven
Promier Leagus games
without & non-penalty
goal, his longest such

run sincs moving to

Anfield in 2017from AS
Roma.
Carpaghar  wvoicsd

his concern and be-
lisves it is tims for

&
s

[ =

Liverposl Tegend: Salahshodidnt be anautomatic sarien

—_——
\Carragher woiced his
concern and believes
it is time for head
coach Arne Slot to
rethink about using
the 33-year-old, who
signed a two-year con-
tract extensicn 2t the

hesd coach Arne Slot
fo rethink about using
the 33-year-cld, who
signed a two-year con-
tract extension at the
end of the last seaeon.
“I think we're at that
staga now where MoSa-
lah shouldn't bea guar-
anteed starter every
week. T'do think this is
a real ccnundrum for
the manager going for-
ward,” Carragher told
The Gary Neville Pod-

cast as quoted from Skey
Sports.

“T don't think Salah
should be like a Virgil
wan Difk where it's like
“first name on the team-
sheet’. Livarpool have
got twoaway games -in
the Champicns League
at Frankfurt and then
they go to Brantford.
I don't think Salah
should start beth of
those gamess.

Carragher  further

explained the ration-
ale behind drepping
Salah for away games
and beliewss that if a
sitnation arises when
Salah is dropped from
the XI, the Egyptian
should have nothing to
complain about the de-
cision.

“He should always
start at Anfield because
Liverpoal. will- be on
top, around the edge
of the boxand more of-

ten than not he soores
in those situations tos
day. But I do think in
the away games and
helping your full-back,
1 don't think Salzh
should be starting every
game right now, cer-
tainly away from home,
with the form he's in,"
Carragher continued.

“Would hebe OK with
that? Probebly not. But
when you get to 8 cer-
tain age you have to
undarstand that, espe-
cally when yeu're not
playing well, where's
your argument? It'sdif-
farent if you're banging
in the goals and your
manager makes a tacti-
cal decision and you're
frustrated. Tden't think
Mo Salah’s in any po-
sition. to complain if
he was lft cut of ons
of the mext two away
games,” Carragher con-
duded.

end of the last season. I

plaudits forhis all-round
contribution and work
rals, During Bayern's
2-1 win over arch-rival
Dortmund, Kane ap-
peared on the scoreshest
and eamed praise for his
defunsive output. How-
aver, Hamann seve it ag
& negative sign and feds
the allvound efforts
could distract Kane from
his primary role.

“Tt shouldnt become
commen  practios for
Kane to slide tackde 20
meters from his own
godl, The first thing
that could suffer is that
ke stops sooring goals.
This concern  comss
despite Kane opening
the scoring in the c?nw%
minute of that very
match, a result whi
sent  Bayern  ssven
points clear at the top
of the Bundssliga.” the
5e-year-old said,
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Dear Raader, T you
have any news or
you have any sugges-
tion regarding our
newspaper or you
have any problsm
with any gowern-
ment  departrient,
you may contact us
on 24 hour helpline
no-  0120-4225517,
424128 4for Del-
hi & Chaziabad
(9582310372), for
Moida (9818999589 )
Advertisement
(9818799941],
Circulation
(08586925450)
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9818799941
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Readers) are recom-
mended to make all
necessary enqitiries and
seelcappropriate advice
before action oo any
sdvartissment and con-
tent published in this
publication. The print-
er, publisher, editorand
saller of the Top Story
do not wouch for any
claime. The publicatica
18 beng sold on the
conditicn and ynder-
standing that informa-
tion given in this pub-
lication is merdy for
reference and must not
b taken as heving final
authenty of or binding
in any way. We do net
owa any respensibility
for damage or loss to
any person, 4 purchass
of this production is
not for the result of any
action taken on the ba-
sis of this work All dis-
putes are subject tothe
excusive  jurisdiction
of court and forums in

Delhi/Mew Delhi only.

Ronaldo not part of India trip, Al Nassr
still pack a punch against FC Goa

Haw Delhi:

ing test when they take
on Saudi Pro League
heavyweights Al Nassr
FC in thar third AFC
Champions  League
Two 202526 Group D
encounter at Fatords
on Wednesday, ss par
Olympies.com.

The match betwesn
PC Goa and Al Nassr FC
will kick off st the Pan-
dit Jawaharlal MNehru
Stadium, Goa.

While Cristiano Ren-
alda has not travelled
with the team to India,

Al Maser still possassee
a uddad squad

of dominating
pr\ -aeedmgs Portu-

guase foeward Jouo Fe-
Tix, who recently scored
a hat-trick against Al
Fateh in the Saudi Pro
Leagus, is expeched to
leadg the attack along-
side Senegaless striker
Sadic Mans, PFranch
winger Kingslay Coman
and former Barcslons
defender Inigo Martin-
a1 are also likely to be
part cf the starting XI.
For the hests, Indi-
an defender Sandash
Jhingan is expected to
play a cmdial role at the

Mol i grebem ALY sy 0 im FEE o

hack as he will seek to
contain Al Nessr's big
names and organise the
defence effectively.

The Gaurs (FCG) will
be desperate to get off
the mark in Group D
after suffering defeats
to Al Zawraa SC of Iraq
and FC Tstiklel of Ta-
jikistan in their first
two fixtures. They cur-
rently sit at the botiom
of the table, while &l
Nassr topthe standings

with two wins from two
matches.

Bach team in the
group will play the oth-
ers twice, home and
away, with the top two
sides advancing to the
Round of 16 in February
2026, The quarter-fi-
nals and semi-finals are
scheduled for March
and April, respectively,
wihile the final will be
played on May 16 at 4
nautral venue,




ENTERTAINMENT

Film fraternity
mourns the
loss of veteran
actor Asrani

Mumbai
teran actor-co-
median Govard-
han Asrani passed
away on Monday,
sparking a wave of grief in the
industry. While tributeshave
been pouring in from fans
across social media plat-
forms, Bollywood celebrities
have also come forward to ex-
tend their final respects.
Actor Akshay Kumar,
known for working with As-
rani in several hit films, led
the lines of tributes with an
emotional message. Re-
membering their films, Ak-
shay described his passing as
an "absolute loss” to the film
industry. He also confirmed
working with the late actorin
Priyadarshan's upcoming
films, "Bhoot Bangla" and
"Haiwaan".
Actor-filmmaker Farhan
Akhtar mourned Asrani's
demise and paid tribute with
aheartfelt message on Insta-
gram.

Mumbai
ollywood  actor
Rani Mukerjiis all
return as the bold
and fearless cop
Shivani Shivaji
A

third instalment

in the blockbuster fran-
chise, the film will bring Rani
back in the uniform, showing
her solve a "brutal case." Ahead [
of her return to the big screen,
Rani has extended her heart-
felt salute to the Indian Police
Force on the occasion of
Police Commemoration

A third instalment
in the blockbuster fran-
chise, the film will
bring Rani backin the

Chiranjeevi joins Nagarjuna,
Venkatesh Daggubati,
Nayanthara for Diwali festivities

Hyderabad
egastar Chi-
ranjeevis Di-
wali celebra-
tions turned
into a star-studded affair
with his friends and fellow
actors Nagarjuna, Venkatesh
Daggubati, and Nayanthara.

Taking to his
‘handle, Chiranjeevi offered a
glimpse into the festivities,
showing him meeting the
South stars for Diwali along
with their respective family
members.

"Very delighted to have
celebrated the Festival of
Lights with my dear friends,
# Nagarjuna,

my co-star @nayanthara,
along with our families. Mo-
ments like these fill the heart
with joy and remind us of the
love, laughter, and together-
ness that make life truly
bright," he wrote on Insta-
gram, alongside a string of
pictures.

The pictures show the ac-

tors dressed in traditional
outfits, decked up in line
with the festive vibe.

Chiranjeevi went fora pink
silk kurta paired with white
pyjamas, while Nagarjuna
also chose a printed kurta.
Venkatesh Daggubati was
seen dressed casually inat-
shirt with black jeans and a
beige shirt.
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uniform, showing her solve a
"brutal case.” Ahead of her re-
turn to the big screen, Rani
has extended her heartfelt
salute to the Indian Police
Force on the occasion of
Police Commemo-
ration  Day
2025.

E x -
pressing
her

felt
grati-
tude
to -
wards
the Indian
Police Force,
Rani said "It is
an honour for me to
salute the Indian Police
Force through my film fran-
chise Mardaani and I also
look forward to every oppor-
tunity possible to salute the
hard work of the police across

the country by participating
in as many of them. In every
comer of our nation, there are
cops protecting people, risk-
ing their lives, sacrificing
their personal time to keep us
safe. Words cannot do justice
to the work that the police
force of our country does to
put our nation and the peo-
ple first. "Paying her respects
to the "unwavering courage,
relentless dedication, and
selfless service of the Indian
Police Force" who work to-
wards protecting and up-
holding justice for every cit-
izen of India, she empha-
sised on the need to identify
the contribution of police.
"We should never forget
that behind the uniform,
there is a human being who
chose to do good, chose the
path of selfless service and
decided that the country
comes first. We should nev-
er forget that they are also

Rani Muker;ji salutes the
spirit of Indian Police
through Mardaani 3

someone's son, daughter,
husband, wife, father, moth-
er. Irespect the force with all
my heart and I will make it a
point to say this loudly to
every Indian," Rani said.

The actor also hailed the
police foree"s selfless courage,
especially while confronting
dangerous crimes and crim-
inals, adding that they have
mspired her to live fearless-
ly. "We should not let their
work and their sacrifices go
unnoticed - they miss im-
portant moments of their
lives to serve the nation. It
cannot get moreselfless than
this and 1 love honouring
them through Mardaani. The
Indian Police Force should be
a reminder to us all what
courage, devotion and un-
wavering patriotism means
and how we can all learn
from them and do our bit to
stand up for the country,”
Rani said.

Sidharth Malhotra,
Kiara Advani celebrate
first Diwali as parents

Mumbai
ollywood star cou-
ple Sidharth Mal-
hotra and Kiara
Advani celebrated
their first Diwali together af-
ter embracing parenthood.
In July this year, Sidharth
and Kiara welcomed their
first child, a daughter.
Taking to Instagram, the
couple shared a joint point,
giving a glimpse into their Di-
wali festivities. The couple
shared an adorable video
which shows them twinning
in matching yellow ensem-

Kiara look beautiful in a
bright yellowanarkali, mark-
ing her first appearance after
becoming a mother, whereas
Sidharth looked as

white pyjamas.

"The couple playfully posed
for pictures, while sharing
moments of laughter and af-
fection. "Happy Diwali. Love,
Light and Sunshine," they
wrote in the caption.

Fans were quick to react to
the post as many appeared
excited to see the couple to-
gether after along time. Fol-
lowing the birth of their
daughter, Kiara has been
keeping a low profile, avoid-
ing public appearances as

sh to have

ever in a yellow kurta and

all her time to the newborn.

Akshay Kumar pays
emotional tribute to "Bhoot

Bangla" co-star Asrani

Mumbai
ctor Akshay Ku-
mar extended an
emotional tribute
0 his longtime co-

star, Govardhan Asrani, fond-

ly known as Asrani, after the
veteran actor's passing on

Monday.

Taking to his Instagram
handle, Akshay penned a
heartfelt post, remembering
Asrani and his contribution to
the filmindustry. He alsore-
membered meeting the late
actor a week back at the
shooting of Priyadarshan"s
"Haiwaan",

"Speechless with grief at
the passing of Asrani Ji. We
had just shared the warmest
of hugs just a week back at
the shoot of Haiwaan. Bahot
pyare insaan the...he had the

most legendary comic timing.
From all my cult films Hera
Pheri to Bhagam Bhag to De
Dana Dan, Welcome and
now our unreleased Bhoot
Bangla and Haiwaan...1 had
worked and learned so much
from him. What an absolute
loss to our industry. God
bless you Asrani Sir, for giv-
ing us a million reasons to
Jaugh. Om Shanti," he wrote.

Along with his final trib-
utes, Akshay also shared an
unseen picture from what
appears to be from one of
their upcoming films togeth-

er,

Asrani will feature posthu-
mously in Priyadarshan"s
upcoming  directorials,
"Bhoot Bangla" and "Hai-
waan'".

Actor-comedian Asrani

passed away on Monday af-
ter a prolonged illness. He
was 84 years old. His last rites
were performed at San-

tacruz Crematori-
um where his

Asrani was born
to act, entertain:

Raza Murad

Mumbai
mong a few ac-
tors who man-
aged to carve a
iche for them-
selves in the golden era of
Hindi cinema, Govardhan
Asrani, fondly known as
Asrani, became a beloved
figure across generations.
The actor passed away on
Monday after battling
health issues for a long
time.

‘While tributes continue
to pour in, veteran actor
Raza Murad also offered
his final respects, further re-
flecting on collaborating
with the late actor and his
cinematic journey.

Raza Murad said, "An era
has come to an end with the
passing of Asrani Sahab.
Anera that spoke with pride
for almost six decades. 1
don"tthink there would be
any artist with the same
versatility that Asrani Sahab
had, except for two or three
artists. You could give him

comic roles, you could give
him villainous roles, you
could give him serious
roles; he also appeared as a
hero in many Gujarati and
Hindi films. whatever role
he played, he did it very
successfully.”

The veteran actor re-
membered his old ties with
Asrani, revealing being a
student under him at the
Film and Television Insti-
tute of India in 1969.

"T had many other rela-
tionships with him. First,
there was a guru-disciple
relationship, then I was his
co-actor; we worked to-
gether in Namak Haram.
After that, I worked under
his direction in the film Dil
Hi To Hai. We also did
many shows together,” he
shared.

Remembering Asranis
celebrated film career, Raza
Murad stated that the late
actor was born to not just
act but also entertain peo-
ple.

Twinkle Khanna
and Akshay Kumar
share a witty
Diwali moment

Mumbai
ollywood'"s
favourite couple,
Akshay Kumarand
Twinkle Khanna,
may have celebrated Diwali
far from home this year, but
their festive spirit and, of
course, sense of humour
stayed perfectly intact.

The duo celebrated Diwali
away from Mumbai in Lon-
don and gave fans a glimpse
of their festivities.

On Monday, Twinkle took
to Instagram to share
glimpses of their cozy Diwali
celebration abroad, and the
pictures were every bit as
charming as the couple them-
selves. The post featured the
twosharing light-hearted mo-
ments at home, dressed in el-
egant traditional outfits.

Akshaylooked dapperina
beige kurta with delicate sil-
ver embroidery, paired with
matching pajamas. A mugin



