Dev, UP

wwwiopsiory online

DeLti, WEDNESDAY 08, OcTOBER 2025

www.epaper topstory.online

www ficebook com/topstoryenglish

TOP STORY

VoL-12, Tssuk - 180, PaGEs - 12, Prick ¥ 3.50 | PostaL ReG. No. UP/GBD-254/2022-2024

Delhi L-G orders
ACB probe into
Barapullah
project delays &
cost overruns

Mere presence
at spot doesn't
mean someone
is member of
unlawful assembly:
Supreme Court

8

CM Yogi slams SP
for having a dual
face, indulging in
votebank politics

Creating awareness
among farmers
crucial to curb
stubble burning:
Chouhan

STATE

Yuvraj Singh,
IGPL Board
meet Mansukh
Mandaviya to
discuss golf's
future in India

| /__MARKET /|
SENSEX__NIFTY ..

Rohit is Legend of game,
reat leadership example
for India: Williamson

PAGE-10

Pro-Palestinian protests on
2-year anniversary of Hamas'
attack on Israel

WORLD

Shweta Tripathi excited
about 'Mirzapur:
The Movie' in Varanasi
PAGE-9 §l FiLMm

SC asks EC to furnish details
of deleted voters in Bihar

B Top court expresses concern over confusion regarding whether voters added to the final
electoral list were previously deleted from the draft or entirely new entries.

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
on Tuesday asked
the Election Com-

ission to provide de-
tails of 3.6a6 lakh voters
excluded from the final
electoral roll prepared
after Bihar's special in-
tensive revision (SIR)
exercise.

The poll panel in-
formed the apex court
that most of the names
added in the final list
after the publication of
the draft list on August
30 were of new voters
and that no complaint
or appeal has been filed
till now by any excluded
voter.

A bench of Justices
Surya Kant and Joym-
agchi passed the
directions after some
petitioners, including
political leaders from
opposition parties like
Rashtriya Janata Dal,
Congress and Commu-
nist Party of India-Marx-
ist), said that the Elec-
tion Commission (EC)
has not given any notice
or reasons to the deleted
voters for their exclusion
from the final electoral

st.
The bench, which was

hearing a batch of pleas
challenging the June 24
decision of the Election
Commission to conduct
the SIR in poll-bound
Bihar, said the EC will
submit whatever infor-
mation it gets on exclud-
ed voters by Thursday
(October 9), when it will
hold the next hearing on
these pleas.

The top court said
everyone has the draft
electoral roll and the
final list has also been
published on Septem-
ber 30, so the required
data can be furnished

No dirty business or
manipulation in AI171

G crash probe Minister
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® Naidu said everyone
has to wait for the fi-
nal AAIB's final probe
report to know what
exactly happened.

fatal crash.

Naidu said everyone
has to wait for the final
AATB's final probe report
to know what exactly

ivil Aviation Min-
ister K Rammohan
Naidu on Tuesday

said there is "no manip-
ulahon or dirty business”
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in the investi-
gation into the Air India
plane crash that killed
260 people on June 12.
His assertion comes
against the backdrop of
concerns expressed in
certain quarters about
the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) probe into the

"There is no manipula-
tion, or there is no dirty
business, happening in
the investigation. It is a
very clean and very thor-
ough process that we are
doing according to the
rules...," he said.

The minister also said
it will take some time
for the final AAIB report
into the crash and add-
ed, "We don't want to
pressure them into com-
ing up with some history
report”. Agency

through a comparative
analysis.

Justice Bagchi told
senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, appearing for
the poll panel, that court
orders have resulted in
more transparency and
access to the electoral
process.

The bench said that
since it appears from the
number of electors in
the final list that there is
an appreciation of num-
bers from the draft rolls,
therefore, to avoid any
confusion, the identity
of add-ons should be
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disclosed.

"You'd agree with us
that the degree of trans-
parency and access has
improved in the elec-
toral process. It appears
from the data that there
was a 65 lakh deletion
in the draft list which
you published, and we
said whoever is dead or
moved is alright, but if
you are deleting some-
one, please follow Rule
21 and the SOP.

"We also said that
whoever is deleted,
please put up their data
in your electoral offic-

£

es. Now the final list
appears to be an ap-
preciation of numbers,
and there is confusion
in the general demo-
cratic process -- what is
the identity of the add-
ons, are they of deleted
names Or new names.
You have the draft and
the final list. Just cull
out these details and
give us the informa-
tlon‘ Justice Bagchi
said

Dwivedi replied that
most of the names add-
ed are of new voters and
there were a few old vot-
ers whose names were
added after the draft roll
was published.

"No complaint or ap-
peal filed till now by
any excluded voters,"
Dwivedi said.

At the outset, advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for Rashtri-
ya Janta Dal, and sen-
ior advocate Abhishek
M Singhvi, appearing
for opposition leaders
challenging the poll
panel decision to con-
duct the SIR, alleged that
excluded voters were not
given any notice or rea-
sons for their deletion.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

18 killed as landslide hits

Shimla

t least 15 people
were killed and
everal others

remain trapped under
the debris after a mas-
sive landslide hit a pri-
vate bus in Himachal
Pradesh’s Bilaspur dis-
trict on Tuesday evening.

The bus, carrying 30-
35 passengers, was on
its way from Marotan
to Ghumarwin when
the accident happened
in the Bhalughat area in
the Jhandutta assembly
segment.

Officials said 15 bod-
ies have been recovered
from the debris so far,
while three people, in-
cluding two children
have been rescued and
shifted to the hospital.

The toll is feared to
rise as the passengers
reportedlty  sustained
serious injuries after the
bus got entirely buried
under huge rocks.

A police official en-
gaged in the rescue op-

India, Russia, China oppose
foreign military in Afghanistan

New Delhi

dia on Tuesday
Ijoined Russia, China

and seven other na-
tions to oppose efforts
to deploy foreign mil-
itary infrastructure in
Afghanistan, against the
backdrop of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's
calls to the Taliban re-
gime to hand over the
strategic Bagram  air-
base.

At a fresh edition of
"Moscow Format" talks,
the group of the coun-
tries held extensive de-
liberations on bringing
prosperity and develop-
ment to Afghanistan.

The countries de-
scribed as "unacceptable
the attempts by coun-
tries to deploy their mil-
itary infrastructure in
Afghanistan and neigh-
bouring states, since this
does not serve the inter-
ests of regional peace
and stability.

VP Radhakrishnan seeks support of
parties for smooth functioning of RS

New Delhi

ice President C P
Radhakrishnan on
Tuesday met lead-

ers of various political
parties and sought their
support and cooperation
in the smooth function-
ing of the Rajya Sabha

and in strengthening
parliamentary ~ democ-
racy.

During his first for-
mal interaction with the
leaders in Parliament
complex, Radhakr-
ishnan, who is also the
Chairman of Rajya Sab-
ha, discussed with them
ways for ensuring the
effective functioning of
the Upper House.

He stressed that dia-

logue and discussion are
the basic tenets of par-
liamentary ~ democracy
and urged members to
make full use of availa-
ble instruments to raise
issues of public impor-

tance.

Sources said the Rajya
Sabha chairman hoped
that the upcoming
session of Parliament
would be smooth and
not a washout unlike the

last Monsoon session.
Welcoming the 29 floor
leaders, Radhakrishnan
emphasized the impor-
tance of ensuring that
the Rajya Sabha func-
tions with the dignity,
discipline, and decorum
it deserves.

He said the Constitu-
tion of India along with
the rules book of Rajya
Sabha determined the
'Laxman Rekha' for par-
liamentary discourse.

He also reaffirmed his
commitment to uphold-
ing the rights of all mem-
bers within this frame-
work, while stressing the
shared responsibility of
all to maintain the sanc-
tity of the House. Agency

Taliban foreign minis-
ter Amir Khan Muttaqi
participated in the Mos-
cow Format talks for the
first time.

Few weeks ago, Trump
said the Taliban should
hand over Bagram air-
base to the US as it was
set up by Washington.

At the talks in Moscow,
the participating nations
also called for strength-
ening counter-terror
cooperation at both bi-
lateral and multilateral

New Delhi
i Minister

ed Russian President
Vladimir Putin on his
birthday even as the two
leaders vowed to further
deepen India-Russia
special and privileged
strategic partnership.

Modi dialled Putin
and warmly congratulat-
ed him on his 73rd birth-
day and conveyed best
wishes for good health
and success, according
to an Indian readout.

It was the fourth
phone call between the
two leaders since early
August.

Putin had also called
up Modi on September

rime
Narendra  Modi [
on Tuesday greet- 1

levels.

"They emphasised that
Afghanistan should be
supported to undertake

comprehensive  meas-
ures aimed at the elimi-
nation of terrorism and
its eradication within a
short timeframe so that
Afghan soil is not used
as a threat to the secu-

ism constitutes a serious
threat to the security of
Afghanistan, the region
and the wider world.

Besides India, Russia
and China, the meeting
was attended by Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Pakistan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

The countries noted
the need for Afghani-
stan's economic ties with
countries of the region
and beyond.

"They supported the
active integration of
Afghanistan  into the
system of regional con-
nectivity," the statement
said.

The Indian delega-
tion led by ambassador
Vinay Kumar backed an

independent, ~peaceful
and stable Afghanistan
and i ic de-

rity of the

countries and beyond,"
the statement said.

It said the countries
underscored that terror-

e d
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17 to greet him on his
birthday.

"The two leaders re-
viewed the progress in

the bilateral agenda,
and reaffirmed their
commitment to further
deepen the Special and
Privileged Strategic

velopment and prosper-
ity of Afghan people, the
Indian embassy in Mos-
cow said. Agency

Modi wishes Putin on birthday;
December summit in focus

between
the

Partnership
India and Russia,"
readout said.

It said Modi conveyed
that he looks forward
to welcoming Putin to
India for the 23rd In-
dia-Russia annual sum-
mit. Agency

bus in Himachal Bilaspur

eration said the "chane-
es of survival of the
passengers are bleak" as
a whole mountain came
crashing down on the
bus."

The injured have been
shifted to the Ghumar-
win Community Health
Centre and Jhanduta
Hospital for treatment.

Police and district ad-
ministration officials are
at the spot and rescue
operations are going on
in full swing, the officials
said. NDRF teams have
also reached the site and
are engaged in rescue

operations.
Sources said heavy
machinery has been

deployed to clear the
debris and rescue those
trapped inside the man-
gled bus, which got stuck
under massive rocks.
Locals rushed to help,
and an excavator was
later pressed into ser-
vice to tear open the roof
and pull people out.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

India-US in
continuous
dialogue for
trade pact: Goyal

Doha

India and the US are in

continuous dialogue on
the proposed bilateral
trade agreement, and
all possibilities are there
to meet the November
deadline for concluding
the talks, Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Tuesday.
On the possibility of
the next round of trade
negotiations in a phys-
ical mode, he said that
every possibility exists,
but with the US govern-
ment currently in shut-
down mode, it remains
to be seen how, where,
and when the next round
of talks can take place.
"Aap sub jante hain ki
USA me aaj-kal govern-
ment shut down mode
me hai, toh uske mad-
denazar dekhna padega
ki kaise baat-cheet ho
sakti hai, kahan ho sakti
hai, aur kab ho sakti hai
(As you all know, the US
government is currently
in shutdown mode. So,
keeping that in mind,
we'll have to see how,
where, and when the dis-
cussions can take place),"
he told reporters here.
The US government
has stopped working
since midnight on Oc-
tober 1 as Congress
failed to pass a funding
bill. Theoretically, this
means many government
workers will not be paid
for now, and service cen-
tres are closed. Howev-
er, important operations,
such as in the field of
defence and social work,
will continue to function.
CONTD ON PAGE-2




SC asks EC
to furnish
details of
deleted vot-
ers in Bihar

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

"Nobody knows
whether the addition
of names was from the
65 lakh excluded voters
from the draft roll or
whether new voters were
added which reduced
the number of excluded
voters in the final list,"
Singhvi said.

Bhushan alleged that
the poll panel has not
been following the re-
quired rules and, instead
of cleaning the electoral
roll, the SIR has com-
pounded the problem.

"Total lack of trans-
parency. When your
lordships forced them
to give a list of 65 lakh
names, only then they
gave the details and
made it public. Now,
they have not given a list
of 3.66 lakh voters delet-
ed due to ohjections filed
after the publication of
the draft roll." he sub-
mitted,

Dwivedi countered the
arguments, saying every
individual voter whose
name has been deleted
has been given the order.

Justice Kant said if
any of the petitioners or
the aggrieved persons
are before the court,
the bench can direct the
Election ~ Commission
to give the list of voters
out of these 3.66 lakh
who have not received
orders.

Advocate Vrinda
Grover, appearing for
some Bihar-based ac-
tivists, said the chief
electoral officer’s web-
site of Bihar gives only
disaggregated data and
does not disclose details
of gender-wise and age-
wise claims and exclu-
sions.

The bench issued no-
tice on the plea filed
through Grover and
asked the EC to respond.

It also issued a no-
tice on the plea of ad-
vocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay seeking clar-
ification  of Form-6,
which is used by citi-
zens for adding of their
names to the electoral
rolls.

The bench told senior
advocate Vijay Hansaria,
appearing for Upadhyay,
that the court has al-
ready said Aadhaar is
not the proof of citizen-
ship and domicile.
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BJP hails PM Modi’s 24-Year Legacy

New Delhi

JP leaders on Tues-
day hailed Prime

Minister Narendra
Modi's 24 years in pub-
lic life as that of "service,
dedication, public wel-
fare and nation building"
with Home Minister
Amit Shah calling him
a "karma", saying he has
proved how leadership
can transform people’s
life when 'mation first'
is the vision and ‘devel-
oped India’ is the mis-
sion.

Prime Minister Modi
on Tuesday began his
25th year as the head of
government, asserting
that improving the lives
of people and contrib-
uting to the progress of

great nation have
been his constant en-
deavour.

He noted in a series of
posts on X that he had
taken oath on this day in
2001 as Gujarat's chief
minister for the first
time and emphasised
on the changes first his
home state and then the
country witnessed on
his watch.

Shah hailed Modi's 24
years as the head of the
government and said he
dedicated his 24 years
to the nation and public
service.

"This day is very signif-
icant for the entire coun-
try, when a karma yogi'
devoted to public service
with selfless spirit took

the constitutional oath,
considered people's
problems as his own and
began resolving them,
and these problems kept
turning into history,"
the home minister said
in a post on X in Hindi.
He said that inthese 24
years, Modi has proved
how one leadership can
bring  transformation
in the lives of crores of
people when the vision
is 'nation first' and the
mission is 'developed In-
dia’, be it transforming
the farmers, women, in-
dustry and edueation of
Gujarat or ensuring the
country's security, wel-
fare of the poor and up-

liftment of all sections,
he added.

BJP president J P Na-
dda said that from an
ordinary worker of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to the country's
'pradhan sevak', Modi's
24-year public service is
an exemplary journey of
"service, dedication, pub-
Tie welfare and national

Tesurgenee”.

With 'Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas and  Sabka

Prayas’, Prime Minister
Modi has uplifted the
lives of crores of de-
prived people and given
India a new identity on
the global stage with the

Real Nectar Launches
Contemporary Packaglng

New Delhi

Real juice, India’s lead-
ing packaged fruit juice
& beverage company
from the house of Dabur,
today announced the
launch of its new re-
freshed packaging across
its flagship Real nectar
Range. Simultaneously,
the brand has rolled out
a new, marketing cam-
paign featuring its pop-
ular brand ambassador,
actor Sidharth Malhotra
to share this new look
with the consumer.

The updated pack-
aging boasts a modern
and appealing design
that highlights the nat-
ural goodness and rich
fruit content of the nec-
tar range. The move
is part of the brand’s
strategy  to  connect
with a wider consumer
base and reinforce its
premium positioning in
the market.

“This is an exciting
time for Real Nectar
as we revitalize our en-
tire product line with
a fresh, contemporary
look," said Ms. Monisha
Prasher, GM Market-

18 killed as landslide hits bus
in Himachal Bilaspur

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

According to officials,
continuous rainfall in
the region had weak-
ened the hillside slope,
leading to the collapse
that caused the fatal
accident.  Intermittent
rains have been lashing
the area since Monday.

Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu and Deputy CM
Mukesh Agnihotri have
expressed grief over the
aecident.

"The news of the dev-
astating landslide near
Balughat (Bhalla Bridge)
in the Jhanduta Assem-
bly constituency of Bi-
laspur district has shak-
en me to the core," the
CM said in a post on X.

He added that rescue
operations are ongoing
"at a war footing."

“Instructions have
been given to the au-
thorities to deploy their
full machinery. 1 am

in touch with the local
administration and am
continuously  receiving
moment-by-moment
updates on the entire
rescue operation,” he
said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also expressed
grief over the loss of
lives and announced an
ex-gratia relief of Rs 1
lakh to the next of kin of
each deceased.

"Saddened by the loss
of lives due to a mishap
in Bilaspur, Himachal
Pradesh. My thoughts
are with the affected
people and their fami-
lies during this difficult
time. Praying for the
speedy recovery of the
injured,” a PMO state-
ment said.

"An ex-gratia of Rs 2
lakh from PMNRF would
begiven to the next of kin
of each deceased. The in-
jured would be given Rs
50,000," it said.

Auvt Gontact: 9818-799941

ing- Foods, Dabur In-
dia Ltd “The new pack-
aging is more vibrant
and better communi-
cates the superior qual-

ity and deliciousness
that consumers have
come to expect from
us. Coupled with our
new campaign featur-
ing Sidharth Malhotra,
we are confident this
will drive significant
consumer engagement
and growth. Sidharth's
widespread appeal and
energetic  personality
perfectly align with the
core values of Real Nec-
tar."

The new market-
ing campaign aims to
highlight the taste, nu-
trition, and everyday
refreshment offered by
the Real Nectar range.
Sidharth Malhotra fea-
tures prominently in
the campaign, show-
casing the product as
a perfeet choice for a
healthy and active life-
style.

The refreshed Real
Nectar range, with its
new packaging, is now
available at ma-
jor retail outlets and
e-commerce platforms
nationwide.

India-US in continuous
dialogue for trade pact: Goyal

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

Goyal is here for a
one-day official visit. He
is leading a busing
egation and discussin,
wiys to boost trade dnd
investment ties between
the two countries.

"Weare in constant di-
alogue with the USA (on
the trade pact), and talks
are on at various levels.
We will give more infor-
mation on this soon on
how we are thinking to
take it forward," he said.

‘When asked if the two
sides are sticking to the
November deadline to
conclude the negotia-
tions, he said: "There is
every possibility".

Later, talking to report-
ers, he said the stated
position of India is to pro-
tect the interests of farm-
ers and the dairy sector.

In trade pacts with
the UK, the EFTA bloc
and Australia, India has
protected the interests
of the farmers and the
dairy industry, besides
religious sensitivities, he
said.

"Any trade deal will
be only possible keeping
in mind these sensitivi-
ties,"” Goyal said, adding,
"1 am quite confident
that we will be able to re-
solve the issues (with the
US) that are on the ta-
ble and find the landing
zone in the near future".

Last month, the min-
ister led an official del-
egation to New York for
trade talks. After that
meeting, India and the
US decided to continue
negotiations for an early
conclusion of a mutually
beneficial bilateral trade
agreement,

Both sides held con-
structive meetings on
various aspects of the
trade deal.

During the visit. the
minister held meetings
with United States Trade
Representative (USTR)
Jamieson Greer and US
Ambassador-designate
to India Sergio Gor.

Those  deliberations
were important as they
took place after the US
imposed a 25 per cent

country's strategic secu-
rity.

"On the completion of
100 vears of India's Inde-
pendence, Modiji's vision
of building a 'developed
India' by the year 2047
inspires millions of worl-
ers to remain dedicated
to their continuous duty,”
the BJP chief said in a
post on X.

“Tt is our collective for-
tune that under his lead-
ership, we have received
the excellent opportuni-
ty to serve the nation,"
he added.

BJP  leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad said that
first as the Gujarat chief
minister and now as the

Prime Minister Modi on
Tuesday began his 25th
year as the head of gov-
- ernment, asserting that
improving the lives of
_people and contribut-
ing to the progress of
this great nation have
been his constant en-
 deavour.

prime minister, Modi is
working "tirelessly day
and night" and setting
new dimensions of ser-
vice, good governance
and welfare of the poor
to build a new India.

"All sections of the
country, including the
poor, farmers, vouth
and women, are expe-
riencing holistic devel-
opment today. Under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
more than 25 crore peo-
ple have risen above the
poverty line,” the former
Union minister said.

Prasad said the coun-
try under Modi's lead-
ership is witnessing
"holistic, equitable and
inelusive development.

“The entire world today
acknowledges  India's
strength, respects Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
as a peace-loving lead-
er and praises him as a
hardworking, dedicated
and authentic leader in
public service," the BJP
leader added.

Political Patronage fuels
crime wave in Odisha,
warns former CS

Manoranjan Sasmal

_ Bhubaneswar
Former Odisha Chicf
Secretary Bijay Patnaik
has raised serious con-
cerns over the state's
deteriorating law and
order situation, attrib-
uting the recent surge
in violent crimes to the
sheltering of criminals
by political figures.

Patnaik’s remarks
came in the wake of
two violent incidents
that have shaken the
state. Late last night, at
around 10 pm, senior
lawyer and BJP leader
Pitavas Panda, who also
served as a Bar Council
member, was shot dead
at point-blank range in
Berhampur city. In an-
other incident in Puri
Kanas, a youth attacked
passengers on a Laxmi
bus, leaving seven peo-
ple critically injured and
hospitalized.

Reealling the murder
of Naba Das, Patnaik
warned that criminals
are operating freely un-
der the protection of
influential people, em-
boldened to commit hei-
nous acts without fear
of Jaw enforcement. He
urged political parties to
refrain from providing
shelter or patronage to
miscreants, emphasiz-
ing that such hackmg is
fueling violent incidents

Kabootar flies to France:
Only Indian Film in Prestigious
Production & Storytelling lab

New Delhi
Kabootar, an in-devel-
opment film by Ishan
Sharma, has been cho-
sen as the only Indian
project for the prestig-
ious PAS workshop at
the Festival des 3 Conti-
nents in Nantes,

This workshop se-

lects only five films
each year to support
emerging filmmakers.
begin

Scheduled  to

reciprocal tariff and an
additional 25 per cent
penalty on Indian goods
entering the American
market for purchasing
Russian crude oil.

At present, a total of
50 per cent additional
import duty is imposed
on Indian goods.

In February this year,
leaders of the two coun-
tries directed officials to
negotiate a proposed Bi-
lateral Trade Agreement
(BTA).

It was planned to con-
clude the first tranche of
the pact by the fall (Octo-
ber-November) of 2025.
So far, five rounds of
negotiations have been
held. The pact aims to
more than double the bi-
lateral trade to USD 500
billion by 2030 from the
current USD 191 billion.

The US remained In-
dia's  largest trading
partner for the fourth
consecutive  year in
2024-25, with bilater-
al trade valued at USD
131.84 billion (USD 86.5
billion exports).

shooting in 2026, Ka-
bootar follows an un-
conventional detective
seeking to solve a case
in the ruins of Delhi,
focusing on themes of
memory and history.
The film has received
backing from various
international film fes-
tivals, including the
Dhaka  International
Film Festival and the
Tasveer Film Festival.

Produced by Nikhil
Chaudhary, known for
his work on Mantra and
Yours Truly, this film
marks Sharma's fea-
ture directorial debut.
Its  selection high-
lights a growing global
interest in independent
Indian cinema, with
past workshop alum-
ni achieving success
at major festivals like
Cannes and Berlinale.

Mumbai CBI Court Sentences
Two Police Officers to Seven
Years in Custodial Death Case

Mitali
Mumbai
landmark judg-
ment, the CBI Court,
Mumbai, today sen-
tenced Sanjay Sudam
Khedekar, the then PSI,
and Raghunath Vithoba
Kolekar, the then Head
Constable of Ghatkopar
Police Station, to seven
years of rigorous impris-
onment each, along with
a fine of Rs. One Lakh,
in connection with the
2009 custodial death of
Altaf Kadir Shaikh.

The case traces back to
October 2009 when the
Hon'ble Bombay High
Court and subsequently
the Supreme Court of
India took cognizance
of the incident follow-
ing petitions filed by the
deceased’s family and
the accused. Altaf Kadir
Shaikh  had  allegedly
died due to custodial
torture at the Ghatkopar
Police Station. Acting
on the directives of the
courts, the CBI, SCB
Mumbai, registered the

In a

case on November 27,
2000.

Following a meticu-
lous investigation, the
agency filed a charge-
sheet on December 30,
2010, against Sanjay
Sudam Khedekar (A-
1), Raghunath Vithoba
Kolekar (A-2), and Saya-
ji Bapurao Thombare
(A-3). The case against
Thombare, who passed
away during the trial,
was abated.

After a lengthy judicial
process, the CBI Court
convicted and sentenced
the two officials today,
sending a strong mes-
sage against custodial
torture and abuse of
power.

Legal experts say the
judgment underscores
the accountability of law
enforcement per\unnel
and reinforees citizens'
faith in the justice sys-
tem. The family of the
deceased expressed re-
lief, terming the verdict
as “a long-awaited jus-
tice for Altaf Shaikh.”

o

and undermining public
safety.

"All politicul figures
should not give shelter
to any criminal," Patnaik
said. "Various x]]ega] in-
cidents are happening
under the umbrella of
reputable people. Mur-
ders are being commit-
ted openly, and after
returning from jail, of-
fenders are threatening
people again."

Patnaik also addressed
the ongoing job scam
in the state, describing
it as a long-standing,
well-planned crime that
could not have succeed-
ed without the support
of those in power. He
called for a thorough in-
vestigation by the crime
branch, warning that
the confidence to carry
out 5llﬂh scams comes
from being protected by
influential  individuals.
NCB Cracks
Down on Drug
Syndnf{:ﬁggs

New Delhi:

In a landmark judgment
that underscores India's
unwavering fight against
narcotics, the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB)
Ahmedabad Zonal Unit
has secured a major con-
viction in a 2022 drug
trafficking case. The
Special NDPS Court in
Ahmedabad  sentenced
Samir Jamilbhai Sheikh,
a key player in an inter-
state drug racket, to 15
years of rigorous impris-
onment and imposed a
fine of T2 lakh.

The conviction stems
from a 2022 operation
when, acting on precise
intelligence. NCB officers
intercepted a Maruti Zen
car near Shah Alam Dar-
gah in Ahmedabad. The
search led to the recovery
of 143 grams of Mephed-
rone (MD) and Metham-
phetamine, both potent
synthetic drugs ravaging
youth across the country.
Sheikh was arrested from
the spot, and after a me-
ticulous investigation and
trial, justice has now been
delivered.

This verdict is not just
about one conviction—
it's a powerful staternent
against the growing nex-
us of drug cartels that
prey on vulnerable minds.
The NCB's success re-
flects a broader national
commitment to disman-
tle the multi-layered net-
works driving India's nar-
cotics trade.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ttis hereby informed to the genernl
public at urge that my clients Sh.
Ram Kumar $/0h: Gopi Chand and
S Anita W/o Sh. Ram Kumar both
Rro D-104, Bharat Vihar Kakrola,
Nes Delhi-T8. have deharred and
disowned their son namely Mr.
Nitin Kumar S0 Sh Rant Kumar.
daughter-in-law Mrs. Neelam Wia
Mr. Nitin Kumar, grand-doughrer
M Ananga Do Me. Nitin Kunar
amd gritnd-son Rihaan Atrish $/o Mr,
Nitin Kumar from all their movahle
and immovable propertics and have
severed their selitions from them
with mmediate offeet from today,
because of their bad hehaviour
and disowned atiiride towards my
elicnts md they are 1ot under the
cantrol af my clients. If any persan
dealing with above persons, shall be
doing s solely at his'her own cost
and risk and my clients shall not be
liable 1 pny memner further, il o
declirod that my elients shall not be
held responsible for any of acts and
decds done by above-named persons
in present and future.

B P VAISHINAY (Advoeate)
Regn. No. V17762008

Seat No. 7, Hall No.4, District
Courts, Sec-10, Dwarka, New
Dehi-110075, Mob.: 9911149032
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Noida Authority
offers
housing plots

Noida

The Noida Auth has of-
fered plots for home con-
struction here in different
sectors. The application
process has already begun.
These plots can be acquired
through e-auction.

The Noida Authority has
made these plots available
for purchase in selected sec-
tors of Noida. Land for home
construction is available in
sectors 41, 44,48, 57,53, 56,
61,72, 99,105, 122, and 151.
One can apply online for
home construction in these
areas. Reportsindicate that
land and plot information
will soon be publicly up-
loaded on the Noida Au-
thority's official website.

Any one interested in
building a home under this
scheme, will need to deposit
only 2,300 asa processing
fee. The reserve amount is
%50,000. The applicant will
not be able to reserve a plot
for less than this amount.
These plots will be sold
through auction. Those
wishing to purchase them
will have to bid more than
the initial bid. Only then
will they be eligible for pur-
chase.

Once those interested
have done so, the registra-
tion process will begin soon.
For booking information
and to apply, one can visit
the Noida Authority's official
website. According to
sources, the process for
purchasing plots began on
October 3rd and will con-
tinue until October 3oth.
The relevant documents
must be submitted by No-
vember 4th.

Noida depot to
get 20 AC buses
after eightyrs

Noida

The Noida depot is likely to
get 20 AC buses before Di-
walias the state government
has approved this proposal.
After eight years, AC buses
will be operated from the
Noida depot.

Manoj Kumar Singh, re-
gional manager of UP Road-
ways, Gautam Buddha Na-
gar, stated that on Tuesday,
the state government con-
firmed the receipt of 20 AC
buses, which will arrive in the
city by next week.

The officials concerned
have inspected the buses
and begun registration. Once
registered, drivers will be
dispatched to the Noida de-
pot to secure the AC buses.
According to the officials
concerned , their routes will
bedetermined only after the
‘buses arrive.

Drivers will depart to col-
lect these buses. Ttis sworth
noting that ACbuses stopped
operatingat the Noida depot
after 2017. However, after
eightyears, efforts are once
again underway to intro-
duce buses to the city. These
‘buses will operate on longer
routes, butwill pass through
major city thoroughfares
such as sectors 12-22, City
Centre, Botanical Garden,
and sector 62.

The UP Roadways s con-
stantly updating itself and
enhancing its facilities to
provide better services to
city residents while also ben-
efiting the government.

TSN/New Delhi

elhi Lieutenant-

Governor V K

Saxena has or-

dered a probe by
the Anti-Corruption Branch
(ACB) into "delay, cost over-
runs and arbitration pay-
ment" allegedly made to a
private contractor in the
Barapullah extension proj-
ect, Raj Niwas officials said
on Tuesday.

The role of previous min-
isters as well as officers of the
Public Works Department
(PWD) and Revenue and
Delhi Transco Limited
(DTL) is under the scanner,
they said.

The L-G's order comes on
the recommendations of
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta, the officials said.

"The L-G has ordered an
ACB probe into the more-
than-a-decade delay in con-
struction of the Barapullah
flyover. This delay caused a
loss of hundreds of crores of
rupees to the Delhi govern-
ment exchequer by way of
cost overruns and payment
of arbitration penalty to the
private contractor Larsen &
Toubro (L&T)," said an offi-
cial of the L-G Office.

The L&T, when ap-
proached for its reaction
over the issue, refused to
comment.

A proposal for the probe

o
M
was made by the Directorate
of Vigilance, following a de-
cision of the Expenditure
Finance Committee headed
by the Delhi chief minister.

The L-G, while approv-
ing the proposal, noted on
file that the "extraordinary
delay” in the project has
raised some "fundamental
policy issues" that must be
addressed, the official said.

"The cascading impact of
lapses of various agencies re-
sulted in arbitration pro-
ceedings, forcing the gov-
ernment's hand to pay an
additional Rs 255 crore on
account ofarbitration award,
which was accepted by the
department. The High
Court, in fact, attached the
account of PWD to enforce
execution of the payment,"
the L-G noted.

The project, which was
started in 2015 during the
previous Aam Aadmi Party

Delhi Govt. committed to
delivering quality healthcare
to every citizen: CM Gupta

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Tuesday
announced that the gov-
ernment is greatly ex-
panding healthcare serv-
ices in the capital, focus-
ing on providing quality
healthcare to all citizens.

She spoke at the inau-
guration of the Free Dial-
ysis and Thalassemia
Testing Centre by Sewa
Bharti in Ashok Vihar,
praising the volunteers for
their dedication to im-
praving healthcare in Del-
hi

The event took place
during Bhagwan Valmiki
Prakatotsav and was at-
tended by various offi-
cials, including the Delhi
Health Minister.

The Chief Minister in-
teracted with patients and
examined the facility's ad-
vanced equipment. She
urged social organizations
and citizens to unite in

this service effort, empha-
sizing the importance of
collaboration between the
government and society.

Gupta described Sewa
Bharti's center as a vital
service that will help thou-
sands of people yearly and
serve as a role model for
the community.

Additionally, she in-
formed attendees about a
new platform for organ
and eye donation launched
by the Delhi Government
to promote life-saving con-
tributions even after death.
Gupta highlighted that this
platform embodies the
spirit of humanity and the
belief that "service is the
greatest religion. "

Health Minister Dr.
Pankaj Kumar Singh men-
tioned that Delhi Govern-
ment has installed 300
new Hemodialysis ma-
chines in major hospitals,
allowing over 3,000 pa-
tients to receive dialysis
daily.
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Delhi L-G orders ACB probe into
Barapullah project delays & cost overruns

(AAP) government's tenure,
is expected to be completed
by June next year.

The issues related to the
project were discussed at a
meeting of the Expenditure
Finance Committee on July
28 this year.

In the meeting, it was de-
cided that a "thorough in-
quiry" by the ACB should be
conducted regarding ap-
proval and acceptance of ar-
bitration awards by author-
ities not competent to accept,
delay in execution of the
project, and fixing responsi-
bility of the erring officers
and individuals, the official
said.

In August, the BIP-led
Delhi government directed
the PWD to prepare a fresh
and comprehensive propos-
al for cabinet approval to
accommodate costoverruns
in the Barapullah Phase-3
project.

The project, sanctioned
in 2015 and initially esti-
mated at Rs 1,260.63 crore,
has already used up Rs
1,238.68 crore, and is ex-
pected to exceed its original
budget. Hence, a fresh ap-
proval will be required, tak-
ing into account all the pend-
ing liabilities.

Officials said that the ele-
vated road scheduled for
completion in October 2017
was repeatedly delayed, and
eventually the matter went
into arbitration.

"The arbitration ruling
favoured the contractor with
an award of Rs 120 crore
plus interest in addition to
GST, totalling up to Rs 175
crore," a Delhi government
official said.

When the payment was
withheld, the private con-
tractor approached the Del-
hi High Court to enforce the
award.

The project got delayed
over the years mainly due to
issues related to land acqui-
sition and tree-cutting per-
missions. Acquisition of pri-
vate land for the project was
delayed by eight years and it
was finalised by mid-2024.
The tree-cutting permission
was also pending since 2023
that halted the progress of
work in some sections.

An enquiry committee of
PWD, in its report in No-

vember 2023, claimed that
the delays were mainly due
to factors outside PWD's
control, as they were related
to local administration and
land acquisition process.

Meanwhile, the L&T in-
voked three arbitration pro-
ceedings for cost escalation
due to delays, officials said.

The firstand second arbi-
tration awards to the tune of
Rs 44.31 crore and Rs 36.42
crore, respectively, were
passed and duly paid by the
PWD in 2023, they said.

In the third arbitration,
against a claim of Rs 384
crore, an award of Rs 121
crore plus GST and interest
was passed on May 8, 2023,
they said.

The then government ac-
cepted the award. Several
communications were held
between PWD and the fi-
nance department but to
no avail with regard to the
payment.

The L&T filed a petition
before Delhi High Court
that ordered to submit the
award amount by August
28, 2024. The court at-
tached three PWD bank ac-
counts when the amount
was not submitted by due
date.

Later, an amount of Rs
170.27 crore was deposited
with the court registry, offi-
cials added.

Delhi's first artificial rain trial
postponed due to weather conditions

New Delhi

Delhi's first artificial rain
trial has been postponed,
even as the aircraft fitted
with cloud-seeding equip-
ment for the experiment
stands ready in Meerut, of-
ficials said on Tuesday.

The trial will be conduct-
ed as soon as weather con-
ditions improve.

Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa along,
with officials of the environ-
ment department and a tech-
nical team from [T Kanpur
inspected the aircraft on
Monday to ensure all sys-
tems required for the trial
were in place, an official fa-
miliar with the matter said.

Sirsa said the trial could be
conducted "any day” once
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) confirms a
clear-weather window. "As
soonas we get the signal that
there will be no rain, the tri-
al will be carried out,” he
said. The first cloud-seeding
trial, earlier scheduled for
this week, was postponed
after the national capital re-
ceived intermittent rainfall
due toa western disturbance.
Sirsa said the existing mois-
ture and natural precipita-
tionwould have affected the
outcome.

"Wewant to carry out the
experiment under dry and
stable weather conditions to
obtain accurate results,” he
said. He added, "Although
rain was forecast earlier, we
want to ensure that the ex-

Delhi Govt Launches “Sardar @150” Campaign to
Celebrate Sardar Patel’s 150th Birth Anniversary

Diksha
New Delhi

Delhi’s Education Minister
Ashish Sood announced
that the Delhi Government
will celebrate the 150th
birth anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel with a
series of grand pro-
grammes under the “Sar-
dar @150" campaign. The
celebrations, held under
the guidance of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
the leadership of Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta, will
foeus on promoting unity,
self-reliance, and patriot-
ism among the youth.

The two-month-long ini-
tiative, inspired by the call
of the Central Government
and the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, will
spread the message of “Ek
Bharat, Aatmanirbhar
Bharat, Ekjut Bharat,
Viksit Bharat.” As part of
the campaign, 150 students
from 15 educational dis-
tricts will collect water
from the Yamuna River

BJP Govt. fails to catch culprits as adulterated milk

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
Devender Yadav, the Pres-
ident of the Delhi Pradesh
Congress Committee, ex-
pressed serious concerns
about the sale of adulter-
ated food products in Del-
hi markets, particularly
during the festive season.

He criticized the govern-
ment for not taking imme-
diate action to stop this is-
sue, which poses a risk to
public health.

Yadav highlighted that
items like ghee, spices, pa-
neer, khoya, and milk were
being sold openly, while
government  agencies
tasked with preventing

food adulteration seemed
to ignore the situation.

He mentioned that a
harmful racket is behind
the distribution of fake
food items, pointing out
that the authorities' negli-
gence and possible collu-
sion have allowed this to
happen.

Yadav specifically noted

S 4
that fake ghee from Jind in
Haryana is processed in
Rohini and packaged under
famous brand names but
remains undetected by the
government. He empha-
sized that both Haryana
and Delhi are governed by
the BJP, questioning their
lack of concern for the pub-
lic's health.

Teachings of Lord Valmiki’s Ramayana Inspire
Social Harmony and Antyodaya: Ravinder Indraj

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

During the celebration of
Maharishi Valmiki Jayanti,
Delhi's Minister for Social
Welfare, Ravinder Indraj
Singh, participated in
prayer rituals at Lord
Valmiki Temples and joined
Shobha Yatras throughout
the city.

He expressed that these
celebrations highlight the

government's dedication to
cultural nationalism and
respect for faith, and he
mentioned that Diwali will
be celebrated with similar
grandeur.

Ravinder Indraj extend-
ed greetings to citizens, en-
couraging them to embrace
the teachings of Lord
Valmiki to help create a
harmonious and educated
society that fosters nation-

al unity.

He visited the National
Valmiki Temple at Mandir
Marg, performing rituals
with otherleaders and pay-
ing tributes to Lord Valmi-
ki Ji. He noted that the Ra-
mayana, written by Lord
Valmiki, is a significant
work that emphasizes fam-
ily values, social harmony,
and moral conduct, valued
notonly in India but also in

several countries around
theworld.

‘The Minister highlighted
examples from the Ra-
mayana, such as Lord
Rama's acceptance of
Shabari's offerings and his
friendship with Kevat,
which symbolize inclusive-
ness and the spirit of Anty-
odaya—bringing everyone
together in the journey of
progress.

and carry it to 25 major
rivers across India, in-
cluding the Jhelum and
Musi. The water brought
back will be offered at the
Sardar Patel statue at Patel
Chowk during a “National
Unity Water Pledge” on
October 31, followed by a
Jalabhishek ceremony led
by the Chief Minister.

On the same day, unity
marches will be organized
across Delhi’s 11 districts,
starting from Patel Chowk
and ending at the Nation-
al War Memorial, with the
participation of around

5,000 people, including
students, teachers, and vol-
unteers. From November 1
to 25, 15-kilometer unity
walks will be held in dif-
ferent districts, collective-
ly forming a 150-kilometer-
long campaign.

A special cultural event
and projection mapping
show will also be organized
at the Red Fort on No-

hold a poster-making com-
petition across 15 educa-
tional districts, and the top
students will be taken on a
study tour to the Statue of
Unity. Concluding the an-
nouncement, Sood said the
campaign is a tribute to
Sardar Patel’s vision of a
united and self-reliant In-
dia.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Bhupender Kumar
S/o Budh Ram R/o H.No. AG-
613, Third Floor, Shalimar
Bagh, North West Delhi, Delhi-
110088, has severed with his
son Sahil Suryavanshi and his
wife Khushi Pujara by evicting
them from his movable and
immovable property due to
their misbehavior. My client
along with his family will not
be responsible for any of their
act and deed in future.

vember 1 to mark Delhi's | |Savita
Foundation Day,
ing the culture and | |ChamberNo432, dthFloor,

achievements of various
Indian states.
The government will also

Kejriwal gets Lutyens'
Delhi bungalow likely
to shift around Diwali

New Delhi

Aam Aadmi Party national
convener Arvind Kejriwal is
expected to move to his new
accommodation, 95, Lodhi
Estate bungalow, around Di-
wali, provided the renova-
tion is completed by then,
party sources said on Tues-
day.

Earlier in the day, the par-
ty said that he has accepted
the central allotment and
will soon shift with his fam-
ily, more than a year after he
resigned as the Delhi chief
minister.

Kejriwal is entitled to a
central government bunga-
low since he is the chief ofa
national party.

"After nearly a year, Ke-
jriwal has been allofted an of-
ficial bungalow by the Cen-
tre. The Delhi High Court
rapped the central govern-
ment over the matter. He
was entitled to a bungalow
since he is the convener ofa
national party,” AAP na-
tional media in-charge
Anurag Dhanda said.

According to an official in
the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD), the
bungalow will be handed

overto the allottee once ren-
ovation is finished.

Kejriwal will be Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor's neigh-
bour at his new lodging, ear-
lier occupied by a former
1PS officer.

Last month, the Delhi
High Court pulled up the
Centre for delaying in allot-
ting a residential accommo-
dation to Kejriwal in the na-
tional capital.

Kejriwal lived at 6, Flag
Staff Road, in Civil Lines
while he was the chief min-
ister.The BJP had made that
bungalow's renovation a big
election issue in Delhi, call-
ingit a"Sheesh Mahal", and
vowing that its chief minis-
ter will not move into it.

After resigning as chief

Lawyer Chamber Bullding, Ro-
hini Court Delhi -
110085, Mob: 9990451553

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Rakhi W/o Ramesh
R/o H.No. 6304, Gali Sabji Wali,
Ravi Das Navi Karim, Pahar
Ganj, Swami Ram Tirath Nagar,
Central Delhi, Delhi-110055,

has severed with her son Rohit
Chauhan by evicting him from
her movable and immovable
property due to his misbehav-

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

periment is conducted in a
scientifically sound man-
ner."

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Lakhwinder Singh
and his wife Manpreet Kaur
House No. -A-11 Khasra No.
28/7 Himgiri Enclave Chander
Vihar Nilothi Extension Nilothi
West Delhi- 110041 has given
up all his movable and immov-
able properties and other per-
sonal property to his son
Baljinder Singh and his daugh-
ter-in-law Rapinder Kaur due
to their misbehaviour, bad
conduct, bad character, social
indecency and total unruliness.
He has been expelled from the
relationship. Baljinder Singh
and his daughter-in-law, Rapin-
der Kaur, will no longer have
any rights to any movable or
immovable praperty, and my
client and his son will not be
responsible for the actions;
transactions, or disputes of
Baljinder Singh and his daugh-
ter-in-law, Rapinder Kaur.
HARMEET SINGH

ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO. 735F WESTERN
WING TIS HAZARI COURT DEL-
HI-110054.

Be itknown to the General
Publicat large that my cliert,
Abid Hussain /o Abdul Hamid
R/0 5-146/57, Adarsh Basti,
Mohammadpur, South Delhi,
New Delhi-110066, has sev-
ered all relations with his son,
Mohammad Ali 5/0 Abid Hus-
sain.

My client has debarred and
disowned his son from his life
and from all his properties,
both movable and immovable,
due to their quarrelsome na-
ture, misbehavior, disobedi-
ence, defamation, and hostile
conduct, as he is not under the
control of my client.

The General Public is hereby
cautioned that any persons
dealing with Mohammad Aliin
any manner shall do soat their
own risk and consequences,
My client shall not be responsi-
ble for any acts, deeds, or
omissions, whether legal or il-
legal, of the aforesaid person,
now or in the future.
SANDEEP KUMAR GUPTA
(Advocate)

DELHI HIGH COURT

Chamber No. 572, Patiala
House Court New Delhi-
110001

Be it known to all that my
client Sh. Satte, S/o. Late Shri
Badle and Smt. Bala W/o. Sh.
Satte Both R/0.251, Block W-
54, T-Huts, Vishal Enclave,
Tagore Garden, West Delhi-
110027 have disinherited and
disowned all their relations
and responsibilities in all man-
nerwith their son Sh. Amit $/o.
Sh. Satte and his wife Smt,
Mona. Both R/0.251, Ist Floor,
Block W-54, T- Huts. Vishal En-
clave, Tagore Garden, West
Delhi-110027 and has no con-
trol over them and they have
cruel attitude, misbehavior,
disobedient and discourteous
etc. with my clients and my
clients have served all their re-
lations with them and de-
barred them from all their
movable and immovable prop-
erties and my clients will not
be i or

ior, My client along with her
family will not be responsible
forany of hisactand deed in
future.

Neha Kapila

(Advocate)

Chamber No 432, athFloor,
Lawyer Chamber Building, Ro-
hini Court Delhi-

110085, Mob: 7701988200

answerable to any act or omis-
sion done by both of them ei-
ther individually or in hand of
each other or against each oth-
er.

SACHIN AGGARWAL
ADVOCATE

Ch. No. 489-499, 1st Floor, W.
Wing Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-
110054

the following work.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

The . Divisianal Enginser-Il, Northem Railway. Deihi Divsion invites E-Tender for|

1 [ Name
of
work

under Sr.DEN-II/DLI

Leading of P-way materials other allied works for misc. work of track,
maintanance for two years in the section of ADEN/NDLS & ADEN/DLI|

2 | Approx cost
ofwork

Rs. 249,90512.83 (Rupees Two Crore Forty Nine Lacs Ninely
‘Thausand Five Hundred Twelve and Eighty Thires Only)

3 | EarnestMoney to be deposited|

Rs, 2,75.000/- (Rupess Two Lakh Seventy|
Five Thousand Only)

minister, Kejriwal moved to
a government bungalow al-
lotted to AAP Rajya Sabha
MP Ashok Mittal.

In 2022, Delhi govern-
ment’s vigilance department
initiated an inquiry ordered
by Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena to probe allegations
of "irregularities and cost
escalation” in the renova-
tion of the Civil Lines bun-
galow by the PWD.

4| Costoftender de

Rs.0,00/-

5 | Date& Time of submission of
tondor bid and opening af
tonder

29.10.2025@ 15:00Hrs.

Website particulars where

documents can be saen

7 [ Allocation

04-210:32

« The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Ralway E-Frocurement system
(IREPS) sits | &. www.irops.govin for parlcipating in the e-lendsr system_ » For al
terms and condiions please refer tender document s No manual ofers are
acceptable. » Cost of fender document and Earnest money will be

acceptable through net banking or payment gateway crly. No. 128-WI280le el
Tender Notice/NIT/36/2025-26/W-3 Datted :-07.10.2025

3095/2025 B

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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Delhi takes a chill pill October rain brings
down temp causes waterlogging traffic snarls

New Delhi

ense dark cloud

blanketed the na-

tional capital on

Tuesday as early
October rain brought down
the mercury by several
notches after a hot week-
end. However, the down-
pour also sharply reduced
visibility and caused traffic
jams and waterlogging in
several areas.

At Palam Airport, visi-
bility fell frem 6,000 metres
at1.30 pm to 1,200 metres
by 5 pm, according to the
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD).

Many parts of the city
appeared gloomy during
the day as rain continued to
lash the city, brought on
by the impact of a western
disturbance.

Till 5.30 pm, the Palam
weather station recorded
41.6 mm of rainfall, while
Ridge recorded 37 mm. The
city’s primary weather sta-

ton et Sdfdarmerecorded

5.8 mm of rainfall, accord-
ing to IMD data.

The change in weather
also caused a sharp dip in
temperatures.

The city’s maximum tem-
perature settled at 29.8 de-
gree Celsius, 4.4 notches
below normal. A sharp drop

degrees Celsius.

The minimum tempera-
ture today was 21 degree
celsius, 1.3 notches below
normal.

Tuesday's heavy rains
brought traffic movement
to a crawl across several
parts of Delhi, leading to

JNU's two-day Aravalli Summit
concludes to be an annual event

New Delhi
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity’s (JNU) two-day Aravalli
Summit, which saw discus-
sions on India’s role in shap-
ing the global order and cli-
‘mate diplomacy, concluded
on Tuesday.

Organised by JNU's
School of International Stud-
ies (SIS) as part of its yoth

"India and the World Order:
Preparing for 2047', was or-
ganised in collaboration with
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs and the Chintan Re-
search Foundation.

The sessions focused on
India's role in shaping the
global order, economic
growth, technological inno-
vanon dlaspum influence,

y celebrations, the identity and cli-
summit was add d by matedi JNU said in
External Affairs Minister S a statement.

Jaishankar on the inaugural The university announced
day on Monday. that the summit will now be

The event, with the theme

an annual event.

The second day of the
summit opened with a ses-
sion on 'Reimagining the
Global Order: The Indian
Imperative' featuring for-
mer Chilean ambassador
Jorge Heine, Dean, GSIS,
Seoul National University,
Seong-ho Sheen; and for-
mer Indian ambassador to
Japan and Sudan Sanjay Ku-
mar Verma.

Prof. Ummu Salma Bava
moderated the discussion
on'Indiaas a Potential Rule-
Maker amid Global Disor-
der’, the statement said.

long snarls and severe in-
convenience for com-
muters.

Key arterial stretches
were choked as waterlog-
ging worsened congestion
at multiple points.

Delhiites took to social
media platform X to flag the
situation and appeal for

immediate intervention
from traffic authorities.

“There is a huge traffic
jam on the Dwarka Ex-
pressway from Bamnoli and
Chhawla. Kindly take im-
mediate action,” a netizen
wrote while tagging the Del-
hi Traffic Police.

Another commuter com-
plained of “heavy and un-
precedented traffic jam at
the traffic light near Sadar
Metro station on Dwarka
Road,” urging officials from
Delhi Cantt to “do the need-

In East Delhi, residents
reported severe waterlog-
ging and slow movement of
vehicles in Patparganj.

“Massive traffic jam in
Patparganj due to severe
waterlogging near Retreat
Apartment,” a person wrote
on X,

According to traffic police
officials, movement was hit
in several stretches due to
persistent rain and accu-

mulation of water in low-ly-
ing areas.

Long queues of vehicles
were reported from Arya
Samaj Road in Patparganj,
Bara Tooti Chowk in Sadar
Bazar, Old Rohtak Road,
Shadipur Metro Station,
and many more stretches.

Congestion also affected
commuters heading to-
wards the airport, with
heavy traffic reported from
Connaught Place to Dhaula
Kuan. Similar conditions
prevailed on Roshanara
Road and up to Azad Mar-
ket Chowk red light, where
vehicles moved bumper to
bumper for long durations.

With intermittent show-
ers continuing through the
day, traffic police deployed
additional personnel at key
choke points to regulate
movement.

Commuters, meanwhile,
continued to share visuals
and updates of the city’s
rain-induced gridlock on-

line, urging authorities to
improve drainage and man-
age traffic more effectively.

The IMD has forecasted
cloudy skies on Wednes-
day and placed the city un-
der the green zone, with
maximum and minimum
temperatures expected
around 31 degree celsius
and 20 degree celsius, re-
spectively.

On Tuesday, the city was
under yellow and orange
‘weather alerts, it said.

The air quality was
recorded in the “satisfacto-
ry" category at 4 pm, with
an Air Quality Index (AQI)
reading of 73, Central Pal-
lution Control Board
(CPCB) data showed. Ac-
cording to the CPCB, an
AQI between zero and 50 is
considered "good”, 51 to
100 "satisfactory”, 101 to
200 "moderate"”, 201 to 300
"poor”, 301 to 400 "very
‘poor”, and 401 to 500 "se-
vere".

Dr. Ved Tandon made commendable
contribution for needy students

New Delhi

Dr. Ved Tandon, the head of
the Delhi BJP Teachers' Cell,
significantly helped needy
students by distributing free
books, clothes, and toys at
Kumar Sanu Vidya Nike-
tan.

He also celebrated the
event by giving sweets to
children, creating a joyful
atmosphere. Additionally,
Dr. Tandon organized an
outdoor picnic for the stu-
dents, allowing them to en-
joy nature.

He believes that educa-

Former CJI Balakrishnan and MP Manoj
Tiwari Lead Massive Tribute to Saint-Poet

TSN/New Delhi

The Maharishi Valmilki Jan-
motsay Committee (Regd.)
Delhi Pradesh successfully
organized the 72nd Mahar-
ishi Valmiki Shobha Yatra on
Tuesday, at Madhodas Park,
Red Fort, Delhi. The grand
celebration, held annually
to mark the Prakatotsav
(birth anniversary) of Aadi
Kavi Maharshi Valmiki
Bhagwan — the revered au-
thor of the Ramayana —
once again drew massive
public participation, unde-
terred by the day-long rain in
the national capital.

Thousands of devotees,
scholars, and community
members ]mned the colour-
ful

1

Chaudhary Manish Parcha,
President of the Maharishi

al strength that our society
draws from the life of Ma-

which began
with a devotional gathering
at Madhodas Park and cul-
minated at the historic Bhag-
wan Valmiki Temple,
Mandir Marg, Punchkuian
Road, New Delhi. The Yatra
featured traditional band
performances, devotional
tableaux, spiritual discours-
es, and cultural presenta-
tions depicting the life, val-
ues, and literary legacy of
Bhagwan Valmiki Ji.

The event was graced by
Former Chief Justice of India
K.G. Balakrishnan and Shri
Manoj Tiwari, MP, LoK Sab-
ha participated alongside

Valmiki Janmotsay Com-  harishi Valmikd Ji".

mittee  (Regd.) Delhi Manoj Tiwari, MP, Lok

Pradesh. The distingui Sabha , highlj the Ya-

guests, alongwith thousands  tra’s deeper message of social

of devotees, walked in the unity and collective con-
cartying saffron  sciousness. “This Yatra is

flags and chanting hymns
in reverence to Bhagwan
Valmiki Ji.

Inhisaddress to the gath-
ering, Former CJ1K.G. Bal-
akrishnan said that Bhagwan
Valmiki's life continues to
inspire generations across
the world. He said, “Bhag-
wan Valmiki’s teachings on
righteousness, compassion,
and equality are timeless. Tt
is heartening to witness the
unwavering faith of devo-
tees who gathered here in
such large numbers despite
the rain. Their devotion re-
flects the moral and spiritu-

notjusta religious event but
a living symbol of equality,
devotion, and service. The
values that Maharishi Valmi-
ki embodied — compassion,
wisdom, and courage — con-
tinue to serve as guiding
principles for building a
moreinclusive and humane
society,” he said. Expressing
his gratitude, Chaudhary
Manish Parcha, President of
the Maharishi Valmiki Jan-
motsav Committee (Regd.)
Delhi Pradesh, said, “The
success of this Yatra, even in
adverse weather conditions,
shows the deep faith and re-

ED searches in Delhi-NCR 'fake’ call centre case

New Delhi
The Enforcement Direc-
torate on Tuesday con-
ducted searches at multiple
locations in Delhi-NCR as
part of a money laundering
probe against operatives
of some "fake" call centres
which allegedly duped nu-
merous foreigners to the
tune of millions of US dol-
Tars, officials said.

At least 16 premises in
Delhi, Noida and Guru-
gram apart from those in
Mumbai were raided in the
action carried out under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The ED probe stems
from multiple FIRs regis-
tered by Delhi Police
against a person named
Karan Verma and some
others.

Investigation found that
the fraudsters were run-
ning multiple "fake" call
centres in Rohini, Paschim
Vihar and Rajouri Garden
areas of Delhi to dupe for-
eign nationals by imper-
sonating as customer sup-
port of companies like
Charles Schwab Financial
Services, Microsoft, Apple,
ete.

The accused also imper-

sonated as police and oth-
er investigating agency of-
ficers and "extorted” mon-
ey from the victims, threat-
ening them with 'digital
arrest', the officials said.

A modus operandi used
by the accused was the de-
ployment of BSOD (Blue
Screen of Death or com-
monly known as Blue
Screen errors).

These fraudsters used
deceptive pop-ups that look
like a real Windows Blue
Screen. The pop-up in-
structs the vietim to call a
phone number to "fix" the
fake problem.

silience of our community.
For more than seven
decades, this Shobha Yatra
has stood as a testament to
unity, devotion, and the
teachings of Bhagwan Valmi-
kiJi

We are grateful to every
devotee, volunteer, and well-
wisher who contributed to
this grand celebration.” Sen-
ior patrons Ch. Pt. Durgadas
and Kishan Lal Sinandi pro-
vided spiritual guidance
throughout the planning and
execution of the event. The
organizing team comprised
Sachin Gaur (Chairman),
Madan Rukhar (Convenor),
Anil Sinandi (General Sec-
retary), Gauray Pehalwan
(Treasurer), Rohit Dilod
(Manager), Vicky Premi
(Spokesperson), Karan Par-
cha (Coordinator), Ajay Par-
cha (Acting President), and
Anshul Rukhar (Vice Presi-
dent). Devotees described
the Shobha Yatra as a blend
of faithand community serv-
ice. The sight of thousands
walking together under um-
brellas and chanting in uni-
son amid the rain created a
stirring display of devotion
and unity — reaffirming
Bhagwan Valmiki Ji's mes-
sage that truth, compassion,
and equality form the foun-
dation of a just society.

tion is crucial for dignity
and security, just like food,
clothing, and shelter. He
Gurugram police
rescues toddler

kidnapped from

emphasized that education
can empower even the most
valnerable children to

achieve great things. Dedi-
cated teachers play a vital
role insupporting children's
aspirations.

Dr. Tandon mentioned
that the most rewarding as-
pect for teachers is when
their students remember
them and positively con-
tribute to their families and
society.

He believes building char-
acter is a teacher's main re-
sponsibility and that ethical
behavior and emotional in-
telligence are essential qual-
ities for effective teaching.

A

Noida Authority
to resume
pending golf
course works
soon

TSN/Noida

The Noida Authority is to
resume the pending Noida
International Golf Course
works soon as the process of
appointing a new agency
for the remaining work is
nowin the final stage. Con-
struction will resume once
the new agency is appoint-
ed.

‘Work on the said golf
course in sector 1514, is
currently stalled after the
previously appointed con-
struction agency was black-
listed by the authority for
breach of contract and neg-
ligence. The tender process
for selecting a new agency is
almost complete and will be
issued soon after adminis-
trative approval from the
authority's CEQ. Tt is esti-
mated that approximately
341 croreworth of work re-
mains on the project.

Anauthority official stat-
ed that a contract for the
construction of the golf
course was signed with
Kashyapi Infrastructure Pri-
vate Limited on July 1,
2021. According to the plan,
the project was scheduled to
be completed by June 30,
2022. However, variousis-
sues at the construction site
led to repeated extensions
for the agency. A new dead-
line was set for June 30,
2025.

Despite this, the agency
did not show any progress
and there was no improve-
ment even after sending
notices several times, due to
which the authority took
strict action and blacklisted
the company and its secu-
rity money was confiscated.

About 68 percent of the
work has been completed so
far.

Noida gears up for grand Diwali
Expo with Art, Culture, and Cuisine

Sohna Staff Reporter
Noida
Gurugram Noida is set to witness a
A two-and-a-half-year-old lar celebration of
girl al]fged]v]ﬂdmppcdﬁnm artand culture as the ten-

Sohna has been rescued
from Faridabad, police said
on Tuesday, adding that the
accused is still on the run.

The incident occurred in
the Bhim Bagh area of Schna
on Sunday night, where a
gardener, Shiv Murthy alias
Sandeep, and his wife were
doing some chores outside
their rented room. When his
wife returned, she saw their
daughter was not in the
room, the police said.

The couple immediately
began searching for the girl,
but did not find her any-
where, after which they in-
formed the police, they
added.

CCTV footage from near-
by locations showed an
unidentified young man car-
rying the child. Shortly after,
the palice received informa-
tion from the Alampur vil-
lage in Faridabad that a
young man had been seen
with a child in suspicious
circumstances.

A police team conduct-
ed a raid at the village on
Monday night and recov-
ered the child, but the ac-
cused managed to flee, said
Sohna ACP Jitender Kumar.

day Grand Diwali Expo
2025 lights up Noida Sta-
dium from October 10 to
October 20. Organized by
the Artand Craft Develop-
ment Institute, the event
promises a unique blend
of traditional handicrafts,
folk performances, and culi-
nary delights. A press con-
ference detailing the event
was held on Tuesday at the
Noida Media Club.

The inauguration of the
expo will take place on Oc-
tober 11, 2025, with Naren-
dra Kumar Kashyap, Min-
ister of State (Independent
Charge) for Backward
Classes Welfare and Em-
powerment of Persons with
Disabilities, Government
of Uttar Pradesh, presiding
over the ceremony. Rajku-
mar Kashyap, Secretary of
the institute, emphasized
that the event aims to offer
residents a complete cul-
tural experience, bringing
together artisans, perform-
ers, and food enthusiasts
under one roof.

Over 250 skilled artisans,
weavers, and entrepreneurs
from across India will par-
ticipate in the exhibition,

showeasing a wide range of

exquisite products. Visitors
can browse sarees from
Kolkata and Banaras, car-
pets from  Bhadohi,
Chikankari dresses from
Lucknow, furniture from
Saharanpur, blue pottery
from Khurja, marble from
Agra, Rajasthani footwear,
real pearls from Hyderabad
and Odisha, and decora-
tive items for homes and
gardens. Many of these
items will be available at
prices well below market
rates, offering an accessible
shopping experience for
families.

The expo will also be a
platform for folk artists to
showcase their talent. Ran-
jana Chitkara, retired offi-
cer of the Delhi Tourism
Department and one of the
event organizers, high-
lighted that performances
will include the North East-
ern Lion Dance and folk
dances from Rajasthan,

Punjab, l{aryana Gujarat,
Jammu & Kashmir, Ut-
tarakhand, Maharashtra,
Odisha, and other states.

Culinary enthusiasts will
Thave plenty to explore atthe
event’s grand food court.
Avikesh Verma noted that
visitors can savor a variety
of traditional dishes from
across India, providing an
opportunity to indulge in
regional flavors and unique
culinary experiences.

The Art and Craft Devel-
opment Institute has been
hosting such cultural and
craft exhibitions for over
30 years in citieslike Mum-
bai, Delhi, Kolkata,
Bhubaneswar, Hyderabad,
and Nashik. These events
not only celebrate India’s
rich artistic heritage but
also provide underprivi-
leged artisans with a plat-
form to sell their products
directly to consumers,
boosting their income and
supporting their families.

Delhi Police holds meeting with mall restro
owners to review securlty compliance norms

New Delhi

Police on Tuesday held a
meeting with managersand
owners of malls, bars, clubs
and restaurants under the
jurisdiction of the Metro
Unit in Delhi to review se-
curity and regulatory com-
pliance ahead of the festive
season, an official said.

The meeting, chaired by
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Metro) Kushal Pal
Singh, focused on strength-

ening coordination between
law enforcement and com-
mercial establishments to

ensure public safety and
adherence to regulations,
police said in a statement.

"Around 65 participants
attended the meeting, which
discussed key aspects such
as proper functioning of
door-frame metal detectors,
hand-held metal detectors,
and monitoring of entry
and exit gates," the state-
ment said.

The police stressed the
need for regular briefing
and training of security
guards and their participa-
tion in the Delhi Police's

‘Prahri’ scheme.

“Verification of employ-
ees and support staff
through local police, prop-
er upkeep of fire extin-
guishers, and ensuring free
movement at entry and exit
points were discussed,” the
statement added.

Participants were advised
to immediately report any
unattended or suspicious
items and to remain vigi-
lant.
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Punjab Murder
accused’s brother
to contest Tarn
Taran bypoll

___ Chandigarh:
The Akali Dal (Waris
Punjab De), along with
various “Panthic” bod-
ies, on Tuesday said
Mandeep  Singh, the
brother of an accused in
the killing of a Shiv Sena
(Taksali) leader, will
contest the upcoming
Tarn Taran Assembly
bypoll.

Mandeep Singh is the
elder brother of Sandeep
Singh alias Sunny, the
accused in the 2022
murder case of Shiv
Sena (Taksali) leader
Sudhir Suri.

Sandeep Singh, who
is currently in jail, has
also been charged with
attacking three former
police officers, includ-
ing two convicted in a
fake-encounter case in
Tarn Taran, inside the
Patiala jail last month.
One of the former po-
lice officers, Suba Singh,
who was convicted in
the fake-encounter case,
succumbed to his inju-
ries on September 17.

The Election Commis-
sion (EC) announced on
Monday that the Tarn
Taran bypoll will be held
on November 11 and the
counting of votes will be
taken up on November

14.

The seat fell vacant
following the death of
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MLA Kashmir Singh So-
hal in June.

The Akali Dal (Waris
Punjab De) is led by
jailed Khadoor Sahib
MP Amritpal Singh.

Addressing reporters
in  Amritsar, Amritpal
Singh’s father, Tarsem
Singh, said it has been
decided that Mandeep
Singh will contest the
bypoll.

“Respecting the senti-
ments of the ‘qaum’, we
declare Mandeep Singh
as the candidate of the
entire Khalsa panth. We
will support him (in the
bypoll),” he said.

Mandeep Singh said
several “Panthic” bodies
wanted a member of his
family to enter the by-
poll fray. When he spoke
about it with his brother,
he too asked him to con-
test the bypoll.

Earlier, the name of
Sandeep Singh was do-
ing the rounds for the
bypoll.

Radlcdl preacher Am-
ritpal Singh won the
2024 Lok Sabha poll
contest from the Kha-
door Sahib constituency.

‘Sardar 150 unity
march’ launched
to mark Sardar
Patel’s 150th
birth anniversary:
Punjab Guv

Chandi
Punjab Governor and UT
Chandigarh Administrator
Gulab Chand Kataria on
Tuesday said a nationwide
campaign, ‘Sardar@150
Unity March’, has been
launched to mark the
150th bu'Lh anmvelsaw of
Sardar
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Punjab sets new benchmark in education with
teachers’ dignity & youth empowerment drive

2 move
Izumed al transform-
ing the education
landscape of Punjab,
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann un-
veiled a series of initi-
atives that have been
hailed as revolutionary
for teachers’ recognition
and student empower-
ment. Speaking at the
state-level World Teach-
ers’ Day celebration in
Sri Anandpur Sahib, the
Chief Minister described
teachers as  “nation
builders” and urged the
youth to reconnect with
Punjab’s rich cultural
and historical heritage.
Addressing a gathering
of educators, officials, and
students, Chief Minister
Mann emphasized that
teaching is not merely a
profession but “a sacred
mission Lo illuminate stu-
dents’ futures.” Drawing
from his personal experi-
ence as the son of a teach-
er, he expressed profound
respect for the dedication
and sacrifices made by
educators in  shaping
young minds.
Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s commitment
to preserving Punjab’s

legacy, the Chief Minister
announced the construc
tion of a heritage corri
dor to Takht Sri Kesgarh
Sahib in Sri Anandpur
Sahib, the first such ini-
tiative in 55 years. Mann
described this as a sym-
bolic effort to link the
younger generation with
the state’s historical and
religious heritage, urg-
ing teachers to actively
familiarize students with
Punjab’s culture and tra-
ditions while encouraging

them Lo embrace moder-
nity.

In his address, Mann
also  lauded teachers
who demonstrated ex-
ceptional  service dur-
ing the recent floods
that caused widespread
damage across the state.
According to the Chief
Minister, the calamity
affected 3,200 govern-
ment schools, 19 colleg-
es, 8,500 kilometers of
roads, and 2,500 bridges.
Despite these challenges,

Haryana Eyes Japanese
Expertise to Modernize Cities

Shiv Kumar
. New Delh
Haryana Chief M
Nayab Singh Saini led
a high-level delegation
to Japan on Tuesday,
holding a pivotal meet-
ing with mayors from
several Japanese cities in
Osaka to explore deeper
cooperation in urban
planning and industri-
al development. The
discussions focused on
leveraging Japan's ad-
vanced urban models
to guide the expansion
and modernization of
Haryana'’s cities.

Chief Minister Saini
emphasized the grow-
ing importance of local
administrative bod-
ies in fostering global
partnerships and high-
lighted the need for
forward-looking urban
planning amid rap-
id urbanization. “By
learning from Japan's
modern urban infra-
structure, Haryana will
formulate strategies to
upgrade its metropol-
itan and major cities,”
he said.

The Japanese may-
ors highlighted ongoing
efforts to strengthen

Japan-India ties, par-
ticularly in the auto-
motive sector, noting
that Haryana is emerg-
ing as a reliable and
fast-growing industrial
destination. The Har-
vana delegation, in-
cluding Industries and
Commerce Minister
Sh. Rao Narbir Singh
and senior officials,
presented the state’s
economic growth, in-
dustrial potential, and
investor-friendly  poli-
cies under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Sh. Narendra Modi.
Chief Minister Saini
also outlined plans to
adopt Japanese exper-
tise in smart mobility,
green buildings, water

conservation, public
transportation, and
sustainable infrastruc-
ture. He said these ini-
tiatives would not only
modernize  Haryana's
cities but also improve
citizens’ quality of life.

Mayors and deputy
mayors from Buzen, I
misano, Higashiosaka,
Kashihara, Sakai, Mat-
subara, Tondabayashi,
Misaki Town, Izumi,
Taishi  Town, and
Takaishi participated in
the meeting, marking a
significant step toward
long-term,  result-ori-
ented collaboration be-
tween Haryana and Ja-
pan under the vision of
“Viksit Bharat — Viksit
Haryana.”

teachers stood as pillars
of resilience and respon-
sibility. “Punjab’s t
ers are nol just educatol
but true guides of socie-
ty,” he stated.

The event also wil-
nessed the felicitation
of 71 teachers with State
Teacher Awards in recog-
nition of their exemplary
contributions to students’
growth. Mann elaborated
on the profound signi
cance of the word “Guru
derived from Sanskrit

meaning “one who dis-
pels darkness,” acknowl-
edging teachers as vital
agents of knowledge and
enlightenment.

The Chief Minister out-
lined a series of unprece-
dented steps taken by the
Mann government to ele-
vate education standards
in Punjab. A total of 234
principals and education
officers have undergone
training in  Singapore,
152 headmasters have re-
ceived advanced coaching
at 1IM Ahmedabad, and
144 primary teachers
completed  specialize
training at Turku Uni-
versity in Finland, with
another batch scheduled
to travel in November.
To allow teachers to fo-
cus on teaching rath-
er than administrative
work, 1,920 campus
managers have been ap-
pointed across govern-
ment schools.

Under the “Ed:

Congress pushes organizational
expansion, targets BJP governance
failures in Haryana

Komal Ramola

Chandigarh:
The Haryana Congress
on Tuesday reaffirmed
its focus on strengthen-
ing party organization
and addressing public
grievances, as leaders
held a high-level meeting
to chart the party’s strat-
egy for the state. State
in-charge BK Hariprasad
announced the imminent
formation of a discipli-
nary committee to ensure
accountability within the
party and the establish-
ment of a Political Affairs
Committee to resolve in-
ternal issues on an official
platform.

State President Rao
Narendra, who also paid
homage to Lord Valmiki
on Valmiki Jayanti, ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Congress high command
for entrusting him with
new responsibilities. He
shared details of a recent
meeting  with  district
presidents and assembly

S e

Revolution”  launched
in 2022, the Punjab
government has invest-
ed T231.74 crore in es-
tablishing 118 Schools
of Emmence, offering

ss  education
to ldlen from eco-
nomically weaker and
middle-class  families.

the appointment of booth
agents to monitor voter
lists and accelerate the
party’s “Vote Chor-Gad-
di Chhod” campaign. He
accused the BJP alliance
in Bihar of manipulating

form
there.

Speaking on Haryana's
governance, Rao Naren-
dra criticized the BJP for
the state’s rising crime
and unemployment. Cit-
ing NCRB data, he high-
lighted that Haryana
currently ranks third in
crime and first in organ-
ized crime, with numer-
ous criminal gangs active
across the state. He point-
ed to alleged irregularities
in government recruit-
ment, claiming that over

0 papers were leaked
and candidates from oth-
er stales were given prior-
ity. He also criticized the
BJP's monthly assistance
scheme for women, call-
ing it a “fraud,” noting
that only 1,71,000 women
were registered despite
existing government re-
cords.

Rao Narendra contrast-
ed the present situation
with the Bhupinder Singh
Hooda-led Congress re-
gime, which he said pri-
oritized development and
public safety. He recalled
policies like “Padak Lao,
Pad Pao,” which facilitat-
ed athletes” appointments
to hngh~mnkm;, posts,

and that

the government

voter lists but expressed
confidence that a Con-
gress-led coalition would

crime had been signifi-
cantly curbed during the
Congress  government.

Punjab Aims for Sporting Supremacy
with Mega Infrastructure Push

Jalandhar:
Punjab is poised to be-
come India’s premier

hub for sports, with Chief
Minister Bhagwant Sin-
gh Mann unveiling am-
bitious plans to elevate
the state onto the global
sporting stage. Speaking
at the grand finale of the
Punjab Hockey League
2025 at Sun)ll Hockey
Stadium in  Jalandhar,
CM Mann highlighted
the state’s historic con-
nection to sports and
emphasized that Punjab
is on track to emerge as
the nation’s number one
sporting state.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced the upecoming
construction of interna-
tional-standard ~ cricket
and hockey stadiums in
Jalandhar and Amritsar,
underscoring the govern-
ment’s commitment to
transforming Punjab into
the “Sports Capital” of In-
dia. Mann described the
Punjab Hockey Leagueasa

that it is the country’s firs
junior hockey league with
the highest prize money,

bringing together three
generations of players and
reaffirming  Punjab’s en-

Haryana, Japan’s Mitsui Kinzoku
Forge Green Hydrogen Alliance

Komal Ramola

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief Minister
Na\'db Smgh Sdllll led a
high

the Iron Man of India, d!.ld
celebrate his monumental
role in unifying the nation.

Kalaria recalled that Pa-
tel’'s greatest contribution
was the unification of over
560 princely states into a
single nation, a task that
required unmatched cour-
age, foresight, and diplo-

macy.

“Integrating the princely
slates into one India was
no easy lask. His leader-
ship inspired the vision
of ‘Ek Bharat, Shresh-
tha Bharat, and Sashakt
Bharat,” he stated.

He added that Sardar
Patel's wisdom and firm
resolve ensured India’s
unity during a time of great

“Today, we have an
India that stands united
because of his far-sighted-
ness and statesmanship
" that is why he is called
the Iron Man of India,” the
governor said.

to
OMM on Tuesday, where
the state government

signed a landmark Mem-
orandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Mitsui
Kinzoku Components In-
dia Pvt. Ltd. to boost re-
search and development
in the green hydrogen
sector.

The agreement aims
lo promote innovation
in green energy, focusing
on the production, stor-
age, and application of
green hydrogen. Officials
said the partnership is
expected to accelerate
technological ~ develop-
ment, attract invest-
ments, and generate
new employment oppor-
tunities in Haryana.

During the visit, the
delegation also held dis-
cussions with top execu-
tives of Minebea Mitsumi
and Nitto Seiko, with the
Japanese companies ex-
pressing interest in ex-

panding investments in

ent pohc1es He added

uring

precision 1

that suc

and electronics projects
in the state.

Chief Minister Saini
emphasized that Hary-
ana is fostering a con-
ducive environment
for foreign investment
through improved infra-
structure and transpar-

would not onl_v drive in-
dustrial growth but also
strengthen economic
and technological ties
between Japan and Har-
yana.

The delegation in-
cluded Industries and
Commerce Minister Sh.

Rao Narbir Singh, Chief
Principal Secretary S|

Rajesh Khullar, Princi-
pal Secretary Sh. Arun
Kumar Gupta, Commis-
sioner and Secretary of
Industries Dr. Amit Ku-
HSIIDC

mar Agrawal,
Managing Director Dr.

Yash Gar

and other
senior officials.

during passion for sports.
Highlighting the state’s
contribution to nation-
al success, CM Mann
pointed out that nine of
the 18 players in India's
Asia Cup-winning hockey
team hailed from Pun-
jab. Similar trends were
observed in the last two
Olympic  Games,
ng the state’s posi-
tion as a breeding ground
for world-class talent.
Jalandhar, he added, has
earned global recognition
as the “Sports Capital” of
India.
Looking ahead, the
Chief Minister revealed
plans to develop over
3,000  sports  stadi-
ums across Punjab over
the next few years. He
stressed that sports have

become a crucial tool in
the fight against drug
abuse, noting the encour-
aging return of youth to
pldvgmunda across the
'he government is
znls developing Burlton
Park as a major sports
center, while a world-
class sports hub is set
to come up in Amritsar.
Mann further highlighted
efforts to revive Punjab’s
legacy in sports equip-
ment manufacturing,
linking the state’s indus-
trial heritage to its sport-
ing ambiti

Cabinet Minister Aman
Arora announced a pio-
neering initiative in Su-
nam, where a newly-built
bus stand will feature
a ground-floor hub for
passengers and traders,

topped with a state-of-
the-art multipurpose
sports hall. This facility
is designed to promote
sports such as kabaddi,
judo, wrestling, and kara-
te, marking a unique inte-
gration of transport and
sports for holistic com-
munity development.

CM Mann also reiter-
ated the government’s
commitment to hon-
oring athletes. Sever-
al players, including
nine hockey stars, have
been appointed as DSPs
and PCS officers, while
Olympians representing
India in international
tournaments have re-
ceived state recognition
for their achievements.

Concluding  his  ad-
dress, Mann affirmed
that Punjab’s leadership
in governance, health,
and education would now
extend to sports. With
world-class  infrastruc-
ture planned in Amritsar
and Jalandhar and every
village envisioned as a
cradle of sporting e
lence, the Chief Minis-
ter declared that Punjab
is set to become India's
biggest sports hub in the
coming years.

Punjab Set for X1.25 Lakh Crore
Investment and 4, 5 Lakh Jobs

TSN/Chandigarh:
‘The Punjab government
has unveiled a land-
mark initiative aimed at
transforming the state
into one of India’s most
business-friendly desti-
nations. In a bold move
to accelerate industrial
growth, the government
has revamped the Right
to Business Act, promis-
ing that mandatory ap-
provals to set up indus-
tries will now be granted
within five to a maxi-
mum of eighteen days —
a process that previously
dragged on for months.

Under the new frame-
work, industries estab-
lished within pre-ap-
proved industrial parks,
estates, or project zones
will receive all neces
sary permissions within
just five days through a
streamlined single-win-
dow system. Projects
located outside these
zones will get approvals
within eighteen days. In
a first for the state, any
delay beyond these time-
lines will result in auto-
matic deemed approval,
significantly  reducing

hurdles

and curbing corruption.
Industry and Com-
merce Minister Sanjeev
Arora emphasized that
the government’s pri-
mary goal is to attract
investment and create
jobs for Punjab’s youth.
“Since the AAP govern-
ment assumed office,
Punjab has witnessed
investments exceeding
%1.25 lakh crore, gener-
ating direct employment
for approximately 4.5
lakh young profession-
als,” he said, noting that

these figures are sel Lo
further in the com-
ing months.

The influx of invest-
ment spans multiple
sectors including steel,
automobil food pro-
cessing, IT and technol-
ogy, healthcare, hospi-
tality, textiles, logistics,
and agri-business. Pun-
jab’s strategic proximi-
ty to Delhi, robust road
connectivity, and skilled
workforce make it a
highly attractive desti-
nation for domestic and
international investors.
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Bihar at the Crossroads: Votes, Welfare, and the
Vanishing Voice of the Election Commission

ihar is again at the center of national at-

tention. The Election Commission’s an-

nouncement of the 2025 Assembly poll

schedule—two phases on November 6 and

11, counting on November 14—has set in
motion one of the most consequential electoral bat-
tles in the state’s history. Yet the timing of this decla-
ration, coming after weeks of relentless government
welfare announcements, has triggered deep concern
about the health of India’s democratic process. The
Commission's perceived silence as the ruling coali-
tion continued to unveil major financial schemes has
drawn sharp criticism from opposition parties and
constitutional observers alike.

For nearly a month before the Model Code of Con-
duct came into effect, Bihar witnessed an avalanche
of state and central government welfare announce-
ments—direct cash transfers to women, expansion
of self-help groups, farmer incentives, and employ-
ment-linked schemes. The ruling alliance claimed
these were long-planned developmental measures;
yet, the proximity to the election date made the ex-
ercise appear distinctly political. What alarms many
is not simply the content of these schemes but the
Election Commission’s silence. The body entrusted
to guard electoral fairness appeared hesitant to draw
lines between policy continuity and electoral induce-
ment. In a democracy as vibrant as India’s, neutrality
is not only expected but essential. The quietness of
the Commission has raised fears that institutional in-
dependence—the moral bulwark of free elections—is
being eroded through inaction rather than interfer-
ence.

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s government, now an
ally of the BJP again, has sought to revive his image as
a champion of women and governance stability. The
Mukhyamantri Mahila Rozgar Yojana, new women’s
SHG loans, and cash transfers have created a welfare
cushion for the NDA in rural Bihar. These moves are
meant to offset fatigue after Nitish's repeated politi-
cal flip-flops and to ensure that women, who outvote
men in many districts, remain firmly behind him. Yet
the optics are striking: within weeks of the poll an-
nouncement, thousands of crores were sanctioned
for women'’s and farmer-centric programs. It is dif-
ficult to separate developmental intent from elector-
al timing. The state’s bureaucracy has been working
overtime on welfare disbursals, while ministers cris
cross Bihar under the banner of “governance review”
tours that resemble full-blown campaigns.

Tronically, even as the government seeks to milk Ni-
tish Kumar’s welfare image, the Chief Minister him-
self seems to have faded from the center stage. Once
hailed as “Sushasan Babu,” Nitish appears weary and
politically diminished. His shifting alliances—from
RJID to BJP to RJD and back to BJP—have left his
credibility bruised. The BJP, while projecting Nitish
as face of continuity, is quietly working to position
its own leadership—especially Nityanand Rai, Sam-
rat Chaudhary, and Giriraj Singh—as heirs to the next
phase of Bihar politics. The Prime Minister’s rallies
will dominate the narrative, but within the NDA, the
talk is about the “post-Nitish order.”

On the other side, Tejashwi Yadav and the Ma-
hagathbandhan are attempting to turn the election
into a referendum on unemployment and govern-
ance fatigue. The slogan “Naukri Nahi Toh Vote

he political temperature is soaring — slo-
gans fill the air, enthusiasm has gripped
the streets, and hearts are aflame. From
Patna to Purnea, one question echoes
everywhere — “Who this time?” Amid No-
vember’s cool breeze, Bihar has turned once again
into a battlefield. It's Nitish Kumar's tired stability
versus Tejashwi Yadav's raw energy — a contest not
just for power, but for pride and existence. This elec-
tion is not merely a wager for office, but a storm of
public opinion — where every vote could prove ex-
plosive.

The Bihar Assembly elections scheduled for No-
vember 6 and 11, 2025, with results on November 14,
are being seen as more than a political competition
— they are a major test of democracy. Voting will take
place on 243 seats, and over 74.2 million voters —
cluding 1.4 million new ones — will decide who sits
on Bihar’s throne: Nitish Kumar’s NDA or Tejashwi
Yadav’s INDIA alliance.

At present, the current seems to favor the NDA.
The JDU-BJP coalition, as in the previous Lok Sab-
ha polls, appears organized and confident. According
to NewsX and ABP surveys, the NDA is likely to win
between 150-160 seats, comfortably above the ma-
jority mark of 122. The BJP hopes to emerge as the
single largest party, buoyed by its strong showing in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, where it won 30 of Bi-
har’s 40 seats.

Nitish Kumar still enjoys the title of Sushasan Babu
(Mr. Good Governance). Despite being in power for
more than two decades, his image as a pragmatic and
steady leader remains intact. His work on law and
order, road netw , and women’s empowerment
has given him credibility. BJP's central leaders — es-
pecially Amit Shah — highlight Modi government’s
welfare schemes as “game changers,” such as the
310,000 annual support for women and skill devel-
opment programs for youth.

On the other hand, the INDIA alliance (RJD + Con-
gress + Left parties) faces a tough challenge. Tejashwi
Yadav has igned on loyment, ed i
and the slogan of “change for every Bihari.” His in-
fluence is visible among the youth, particularly urban
voters and first-time voters. However, lack of unity
remains the biggest hurdle. His brother, Tej Pratap

-

By Dr. Anil Singh

Nahi” has begun resonating among youth. Tejashwi’s
rallies evoke enthusiasm, yet the alliance struggles
with coordination—Congress’s indecision, Left’s lim-
ited reach, and internal resource asymmetry persist.
The opposition’s biggest challenge remains narrative
control. Every economic announcement by the gov-
ernment blurs their core argument of neglect. Unless
they mount a strong counter-narrative that combines
jobs, justice, and credibility, the welfare blitz may
overwhelm their appeal.

No Bihar election is ever a bipolar affair. Smaller
parties—LJP (Ram Vilas) under Chirag Paswan, Up-
endra Kushwaha's RLSP remnants, HAM (S) of Jitan
Ram Manjhi, and Asaduddin Owaisi’'s AIMIM—will
once again play pivotal roles, both as vote multipliers
and spoilers. Chirag Paswan continues to oscillate
between an NDA ally and an independent challenger.
His Dalit-youth connect in western Bihar could slice
away a portion of the BJP’s traditional base. Owaisi,
focusing on Seemanchal, will test whether Muslim
voters, dissatisfied with RJID’s dominance, seek an al-
ternate voice. Each of these fragments might appear
small in percentage terms, but in Bihar’s razor-thin
contests, a 2—3 percent vote shift can change 40-50
seats.

Perhaps the most intriguing development is the
reemergence of Prashant Kishor (PK)—the master

Bihar Elections: Political Battle or

I
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ments in the 9o-day pre-election window. The insti-
tutional neutrality of the EC will define whether the
2025 polls reinforce faith or feed disillusionment.

The NDA enters with organizational advantage,
funding power, and control of the state machinery.
The Mahagathbandhan banks on caste solidarity,
job distress, and anti-incumbency. Smaller parties
and independents hold the balance of uncertainty. If
PK’s Jan Suraaj slices even 4-5 percent votes state-
wide—predominantly from BJP's upper-caste and
urban base—the NDA’s majority path narrows sharp-
ly. Conversely, if women turnout heavily and welfare
narratives dominate, the NDA could still secure a
comfortable victory.

Beyond numbers lies a moral question: why does
Bihar remain electorally hyperactive but develop-
mentally stagnant? Since 1989, every Chief Minister—
from Lalu Prasad to Nitish Kumar—has emerged
from backward or marginalized communities. Yet the
structural deprivation of those very communities per-
sists. My 2013 book Bihar: Chaos to Chaos explored
how caste-based empowerment without institutional
modernization created symbolic inclusion but real
stagnation. That paradox remains unresolved. Even
today, Bihar ranks near the bottom on NITI Aayog’s
SDG index in health, education, and infrastructure.
Announcements multiply, but implementation with-
ers. Political energy substitutes for administrative
efficiency. The coming election risks becoming yet
another festival of promises rather than a mandate
for transformation.

Bihar’s battle is not merely between political par-
ties; it is a contest between electoral populism and
democratic ethics. The way forward demands insti-
tutional integrity—the Election Commission must
reclaim moral authority swiftly and consistently. Any

strategist turned grassroots politician. His move-
ment Jan Suraaj has built a quiet but persistent
presence across districts through padyatras and lo-
cal volunteers. PK’s decision to contest all 243 seats
and his criticism of both NDA and RJD-Congress al-
liances signal a long game. His rhetoric of “Bihar ko
Badlo” resonates with sections of urban and migrant
voters who feel trapped between entrenched elites.
PK’s anti-liquor ban stance, advocacy of governance
reforms, and appeal to the “politically homeless mid-
dle class” could eat into BJP's aspirational vote in ur-
ban centers and educated youth pockets. Even if Jan
Suraaj does not win many seats, it may erode NDA
margins, especially in constituencies where BJP can-
didates depend on clean-governance voters rather
than caste arithmetic.

The real question that looms over the 2025 polls is
not only who wins but how the contest is conducted.
A democracy’s vitality depends on perception of fair-
ness. When the Election Commission delays scrutiny
of announcements or allows ruling regimes to flood
the public sphere with last-minute schemes, it breeds
cynicism. Bihar’s electoral history—from booth cap-
turing in the 1990s to the digital transparency of the
2020s—has been a long march toward credibility.
The present drift threatens that progress. Civil-socie-
ty voices are already demanding that the Commission
enforce stricter oversight over welfare announce-

Test of Democracy?
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Yadav, has floated his own party, Jan Shakti Janata
Dal, creating a rift within the Yadav vote bank.

Meanwhile, Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraj Party has
entered the fray as a third front. Though its projected
vote share is low (1-2%), it could still dent the op-
position’s base. Kishor is focusing on anti-corruption

ELECTIONS

2025

| ||'Q'IHHHIHHH|||||||IIllHllHIHIHHIHHIH

=5
"o

'
-
-

and development-driven politics, drawing appeal
among young voters.

Political commentator Professor Paras Nath
Chaudhary observes that the opposition’s attempt to
corner the Election Commission has been largely un-
successful. “The biggest controversy in this election

welfare post-notification must be au-
dited for violation. Political maturity must replace
caste aritk ic and welfare i with debates
centered on jobs, industrialization, and education re-
forms. Civil society must monitor electoral fairness,
universities and journalists must expose deviations,
and the youth—nearly 60 percent of the state’s popu-
latio t demand bility over symboli
Post-election, whichever alliance wins must form a
credible roadmap that links welfare with productivi-
ty, ensuring that schemes translate into employment
and empowerment.

As Bihar braces for another high-stakes electoral
battle, it stands at a crossroads between continuity
and change. The Election Commission’s silence, the
government's welfare deluge, and the emergence of
new political actors together define the fragile equi-
librium of its democracy. The ultimate battlement of
Bihar is moral, not mathematical. It lies in restoring
trust—in institutions, in intent, and in integrity. If
the polls of 2025 reinforce that trust, Bihar could fi-
nally begin to rise above its legacy of cynicism. But if
electoral convenience once again triumphs over dem-
ocratic conscience, the state may find itself trapped in
the very cycle that my earlier work described—from
chaos to renewed chaos. Either way, November 2025
will not just decide who rules Bihar; it will decide
what kind of democracy India’s most politically con-
scious state wishes to be.

revolves around the Election Commission’s Special
Intensive Revision process — aimed at cleaning voter
data and removing duplicate names. However, irreg-
ularities linked to Aadhaar linkage triggered disputes.
The Commission, for transparency, has introduced
measures such as 100% webcasting, newly designed
EVMs, and special observers — but distrust among
voters persists.”

According to Bihar sociologist T.P. Srivastava, the
most decisive force this time is the youth electorate
— roughly 14 million voters. They are looking beyond
caste equations, seeking jobs, education, and oppor-
tunity. The youth are voting on the basis of progress,
not mere slogans. The role of Chirag Paswan and sev-
eral “vote-divider” groups remains unclear.

Analysts point out that Bihar has entered a new
era of digit: igning — from [ reels
to WhatsApp drives. Young leaders are visibly active
on social media, while grassroots efforts like “Panna
Pramukh” and “Yuva Samvaad” programs are rein-
forcing booth-level outreach.

If the NDA returns to power, it may mark not only
Nitish Kumar’s “swan song” (final term) but also an
opportunily for the BJP to strengthen its grip over
Bihar. On the other hand, a defeat for the INDIA bloc
could trigger shifts in opposition politics and raise
questions over Tejashwi Yadav's leadership.

Ultimately, this Bihar election is not merely a game
of regime change — it is a test of how mature Indi-
an democracy has become. Every vote counts here —
every inclusion or deletion from the list, every booth
tally, every promise made. This election will decide
whether Bihar chooses stability or change.

Bihar actually needs a firm administrator like Yogi
Adityanath in UP, is a chant heard frequently in
meetings in Bihar. Some analysts are also wondering
whether youth unrest in Nepal could impact coming
elections. A lot is being said about Bihari migrants
and the money order economy, but how far these will
impact political equations is anybody’s guess!!
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Mere presence at spot doesn't mean someone

is member of unlawful assembly, says SC

New Delhi

ere presence at

the scene does

not render a

person a mem-
ber ofan unlawful assembly
unless it is established that
he also shared its common
object, the Supreme Court
said on Tuesday as it laid
down parameters for courts
to safeguard innocent spec-
tators or onlookers from be-
ing convicted merely on ac-
count of their presence.

A bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan
made the remarks while ac-
quitting 12 convicts serving
a life term for committing,
the offences of murder and
unlawful assembly in a Bihar
village in 1088.

The bench said where al-
legations are levelled against
a large number of people,
courts must carefully scru-
tinise the evidence, more so
if the evidence on record is
hazy.

Analysing section 149 of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
which says every member of
an unlawful assembly is
guilty of an offence com-

bl

mitted in prosecution of a
common object, the bench
said the provision stipulates
that if an offence is commit-
ted by any member of an un-
lawful assembly (of five or
more persons) in prosecu-
tion of the common object of
that assembly, or if the
members of the assembly
know that the said offence
was likely to be committed in
prosecution of the common
object, every person who, at
the time of committing that
offence, was a member of

—
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that assembly, will be guilty
of that offence.

"Mere presence at the
scene does not ipso facto
render a person amember of
the unlawful assembly, un-
less it is established that
such an accused also shared
its common object. A mere
bystander, to whom no spe-
cific role s attributed, would
not fall within the ambit of
section 149 of the IPC," the
bench said.

It said the prosecution has
to establish, through rea-

CBI Cracks Transnational Cybercrime

Network in Interpol-Led O

Mitali
New Delhi

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) has suc-
cessfully dismantled a ma-
jor transnational cyber-
crime network during its
active participation in In-
terpol’s Operation
HAECHI-VL Acting on in-
telligence received from
the FBI (US Department of
Justice) and German au-
thorities, the agency ar-
rested eight key operatives
and identified 45 addi-
tional suspects involved in
cyber-enabled financial
fraud and online sexual
exploitation of minors.

The investigation re-
vealed that illegal call cen-
ters in New Delhi and Am-
ritsar were operating un-
der the guise of tech sup-
port services, defrauding
US citizens. A separate
network in Siliguri, Dar-
jeeling targeted German
nationals using similar tac-
tics. The CBI recovered

USD 66,340 in cash and
blocked 30 bank accounts
linked to the criminal op-
erations.

CBI officials said two of-
fenders were targeting mi-
nor girls in the US through
social media platforms, co-
ercing them to share ob-
scene images and videos.
The agency emphasized
that such transnational cy-
bercrime networks pose
serious threats to global
citizens’ safety and finan-
cial security.

The operation highlights
the importance of inter-

Greed in Uniform: When
Public Servants Turn
Gatekeepers of Corruption

Mitali
New Delhi

The second, Lakshmis-
hankar

peration

national cooperation, in-
telligence sharing, and rap-
id action in tackling so-
phisticated cyber threats.
CBI has reiterated its com-
mitment to protect citi-

sonably direct or indirect
cireumstances, that the ac-
cused persons shared a com-
mon object of the unlawful
assembly.

"The test to determine
whether a person is a passive
onlooker or an innocent by-
stander is the same as that
applied to ascertain the ex-
istence of a common ob-
ject," it said. The top court
said the existence of a com-
mon object is to be inferred
from the circumstances of
each case, such as the time

and place at which the as-
sembly was formed, the con-
duct and behaviour of its
members at or near the
scene of the offence, the col-
lective condiict of the as-
semblyas distinct from that
of individual members, the
motive underlying the crime,
the manner inwhich the oc-
currence unfolded, the na-
ture of the weapons carried
and used and the nature of
injuries inflicted.

Justice Pardiwala, who
penned the verdict on behalf
of the bench said the court,
as a matter of caution, has
enunciated parameters to
safeguard innocent specta-
tors or passive onlookers
from being convicted mere-
ly on account of their pres-
ence.

"This cautionary rule,
however, does not dilute the
doctrine of constructive lia-
bility, under which proof of
an overt act by each indi-
viduzl is not indispensable.
Where the presence of a
large number of persons is
established and many are
implicated, prudence man-
dates strictadherence to this

rule of caution," the verdict
sai

‘The top court said the law
on the point can be sum-
marised to the effect that
where there are general al-
legations against a large
number of people, the court
must be very careful before
convicting all of them on
vague or general evidence.

"Therefore, the courts
ought to look for some co-
gent and credible material
that lends assurance. It is
safe to convict only those
whose presence is not only
consistently established
from the stage of FIR, but
also to whom overt acts are
attributed which are in fur-
therance of the common ob-
ject of the unlawful assem-
bly," it said.

The court said the ex-
pression "in prosecution of
the common object” in sec-
tion 149 of the IPC means
that the offence committed
must be directly connected
with the common object of
the assembly, or that the
act, upon appraisal of the ev-
idence, must appear to have
been done with a view to ac-

complish that common ob-
ject.

The bench said itis of ut-
most importance to consid-
er whether the assembly
consisted of some people
who were merely passive
onlookers and had joined
the assembly as a matter of
idle curiosity, without the
knowledge of the common
object of the assembly, since
such people cannot be said
to be members of the un-
lawful assembly.

"We say so because the
nucleus of section 149 is
‘common object,” it said,
adding that once the two
broad essentials of section
149 are fulfilled — an of-
fence is committed by any
member of an unlawful as-
sembly in prosecution of the
common object, or if the
members of the assembly
knew that the said offence
‘was likely to be committed in
prosecution of the said com-
mon object -- every person
who at the time of the com-
mission of the offeénce was a
memberof the assembly is to
be held guilty of that of-
fence.

Cabinet clears four Rail Multitracking projects
boosting connectivity across four states

push, the Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has approved four
multitracking projects of the
Ministry of Railways worth
Rs 24,634 crore. The ambi-
tious plan will expand the ex-
isting railway network by
nearly 894 kilometers across
18 districts in Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
and Chhattisgarh.

The projects, scheduled
for completion by 2030-31,
aim to ease congestion, im-

rashira and Chhattisgarh,
the Vadodara—Ratlam 3rd
and 4th lines stretching 259

zens from technology
abled crimes and to work
closely with global law en-
forcement agencies to en-
sure offenders are brought
to justice.

This crackdown is ex-
pected to send a strong
message to cybercriminals
operating across borders
that their networks will
not go unchecked.

prove ional ef A
and strengthen connectivity
across some of the busiest
sections of the Indian Rail-
ways network.

The approved sections in-
clude the Wardha-Bhusaw-
al 3rd and 4th lines spanning
314 kilometers in Maha-
rashtra, the Gondia-Don-
gargarh 4th line covering 84
kilometers across Maha-

through Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh, and
the Itarsi-Bhopal-Bina4th
line of 237 kilometers in
Madhya Pradesh.

Once operational, the proj-
ects will connect around
3,633 villages with a com-
bined population of nearly
86lakh, including two Aspi-
rational Districts—Vidisha
in Madhya Pradesh and Ra-

jnandgaon in Chhattisgarh.
The expanded network is
expected to boost regional
economies by creating new
employment and self-em-
ployment opportunities,
aligning with the Prime Min-
ister’s vision of an At-
manirbhar Bharat.
Developed under the PM
Gati Shakti National Master
Plan, the multitracking proj-
ects emphasize multimodal
integration and improved
logistics efficiency through

'Assault on democracy' Leaders from
across country condemn attack on CJI Gavai

New Delhi
Cutting across party lines,
leaders on Tuesday strong-

In a country where integri-
tyis the soul of governance,
two recent arrests by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) have once
again exposed the deep-
rooted disease of corrup-
tion eating away at the sys-
tem from within. Two gov=
ernment officers — men
entrusted with responsi-
bility and ethics — have
been caught red-handed
accepting bribes for simply
doing their official duty.
The first, Ashokkumar
Jadav, an Auditor in the In-
tegrated Financial Advi-
sar’s office of the Controller
General of Defence Ac-
counts (CGDA), Gandhi-
nagar, demanded a stag-
gering T4 lakh to clear a
CCTV project file worth
% 2.5 crore related to Pune
Air Force Base. The CBI
trap caught him accepting
%3.5 lakh — a chilling re-
minder that even in mat-
ters of national security,
greed finds a way.
The second, Lakshmis-
hankar Mathuraparsad,
Chief Office Superinten-
dent at the Divisional Rail-
way Hospital, Nanded, de-
manded 25,000 from a
contractor to clear pending
bills and release a per-
formance guarantee. He

parsad, Chief Office
Superintendent at the
Divisional Railway
Hospital, Nanded, de-
manded $25,000 from
a contractor to clear
pending bills and re-
lease a performance
guarantee.

——
toowas caught red-handed
with 20,000 at his home.

Both men represent a
disturbing truth — that cor-
ruption is no longer an ex-
ception but a pattern.
When the gatekeepers of
governance turn into bro-
kers of bribery, trust in in-
stitutions begins to crum-
ble. Every bribe paid is not
just afinancial transaction
— it's a betrayal of the pub-
lic's faith.

As the CBI continues its
investigation, these arrests
must not end as routine
headlines. They must serve
as a wake-up call for sys-
temic reform, digital trans-
parency, and an unrelent-
ing zero-tolerance policy
towards corruption. Be-
cause when greed wears
thebadge of authority. jus-
tice must wear the armour
of courage.

Iy 1 ed the bid to at-
tack Chief Justice of India
B R Gavai during court
proceedings, calling it an
"assault” on democracy and
the Constitution.

In a shocking breach of
decorum on Monday,
Rakesh Kishore, a 71-year-
old lawyer, allegedly tried
to hurl a shoe at the CJI
during court proceedings,
but was stopped by alert se-
curity personnel.

Police sources said a
note, ining the slo-

Ajit Pawar called CJT Gavai
the "pride of Maharash-
tra" and said the lawyer's
attempt to attack him is

gan "Sanatan dharma ka
apmaan nahi sahega Hin-
dustan” (India will not tol-
erate insults to Sanatan
Dharma), was found in the
lawyer's possession. The
Bar Council of India (BCI)
has suspended his licence
with immediate effect.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi spoke to Justice
Gavai on Monday and said
the attack on him has an-
gered every Indian. "There
is no place for such repre-
hensible acts in our socie-
ty. It is utterly con-
demnable,” Modi said, ap-
preciating the calm dis-
played by the CJI.

Protests were held in CJI
Gavai's home state of Ma-
harashtra on Tuesday.

Deputy Chief Minister

In a statement, Pawar
said, "Attacking the judici-
ary or judges is an assault
on the fundamental prin-
ciples of democracy. There
is no place for such inci-
dents in our democracy.

The opposition NCP (SP)
protested in Mumbai and
other parts of Maharashtra
on Tuesday. A similar
protest was held by the op-
position party in Baramati,
led by the party's national
working president Supriya
Sule.

In Chhatrapati Sambha-
jinagar, party MLA Rohit
Pawar and activists held
placards and shouted slo-
gans, hailing Babasaheb
Ambedkar and the Consti-
tution. He said the bid to
"attack" CJT Gavai was an

attempt to attack the Con-
stitution and democracy.

Union Minister of State
for Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution B L
Verma termed the lawyer's
act as "reprehensible” and
said there are many other
ways to express protest.

Jharkhand Chief Minis-
ter Hemant Soren con-
demned the attack and
termed the incident as an
"assault on the soul of
democracy". He also said
the attack was "like raising
a hand against the nation's
Constitution".

In neighbouring Bihar,
which goes to polls next
month, RID leader Te-
jashwi Yadav accused the
ruling BJP at the Centre of
"maintaining silence" over
the incident.

Yadav alleged that "the
incident is a result of nor-
malisation of hate and vio-
lence, which seems to have

been receiving state pa-
tronage since 2014".

Bihar Congress president
Rajesh Kumar Ram, the
party's Dalit face in the
state, burst into tears while
voicing anguish over the
attack. Addressing a press
conference, Ram alleged
the incident reeks of the
RSS's ideology.

"Even after reaching the
most respectable constitu-
tional posts with efforts of
a lifetime, acceptability
eludes Dalits," he said,
breaking down.

In the northeast, Ma-
nipur Congress president
Keisham Meghachandra
condemned the attack and
demanded a thorough in-
vestigation and immediate
action against those re-
sponsible.

In the south, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu and
YSRCP chief YS Jagan Mo-
han Reddy strongly con-
demned the attack on CJI
Gavai in his courtroom
during the proceedings.

Naidu described the in-
cident as unacceptable and
said such acts have no place
in a civilised and demo-
cratic society.

Similarly, Reddy termed
the incident as deeply dis-
turbing and an affront to
the dignity of the highest
judicial institution.

coordinated planning and
stakeholder engagement.
The new lines will not only
enhance passenger move-
ment but also strengthen
freight transport on key in-
dustrial and agricultural
routes.

The upgraded sections will
provide better access to sev-
eral significant destinations,
including Sanchi, the Sat-
pura Tiger Reserve, the
Bhimbetka rock shelters,
Hazara Falls, and the Nawe-
gaon National Park, further
promoting tourism across
central India.

These corridors are vital
for transporting coal, ce-
ment, steel, food grains, fly
ash, and containers. With
an expected increase in
freight capacity of about 78
million tonnes per annum,
the projects will help reduce
logistics costs, support eco-
nomic growth, and con-
tribute to India’s climate
goals.

NIA uncovers
LeT’s Narco-
Terror Web

Mitali
New Delhi

Ina striking revelation of
the dark nexus between
narcotics and terrorism,
the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has
filed its 8th supplemen-
tary chargesheet in the
2020 Salaya drugs case,
targeting eight accused,
including four abscon-
ders, for their involve-
ment in smuggling hero-
in to finance Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) terror oper-
ations.

The case revolves
around the smuggling of
500 kilograms of heroin
from Pakistan into Gu-
jarat via sea routes, with
the proceeds systemati-
cally routed to fund ter-
rorist activities. Investi-
gations reveal a highly
coordinated internation-
al network, mastermind-
ed by Simranjit Singh
Sandhu (Italy), Tanveer
Bedi (Australia), and
Ankush Kapoor (India),
who managed logistics,
storage, distribution, and

international hawala
transfers to sustain LeT’s
operations.

Other accused include
Pakistani national Tariq
@ Bhaijaan, Gagandeep
Singh Arora, and Indian
operatives Tamanna
Gupta, Sukhbir Singh @
Happy, and Anwar
Masih. Tarig oversaw the
heroin smuggling and its
transport to Punjab,
while Tanveer orches-
trated international
money transfers. Ankush
Kapoor coordinated local
operations, ensuring
smooth distribution and
terror funding.

The syndicate’s foot-
print spans Gujarat, Pun-
jab, Delhi, and Chandi-
garh, with international
links to Italy, Australia,
UAE, Pakistan, Iran, and
Thailand, highlighting
the global scale of the
threat. So far, 26 arrests
have been made, while
NIA continues to track
absconders to dismantle
the network completely.

Officials said the case
exposes how drug traf-
ficking is weaponized to
fund terrorism, under-
lining the urgent need
for relentless vigilance,
intelligence-sharing, and
global collaboration to
protect national security.

Jaishankar pitches for
global Al governance

New Delhi
ister §
Jaishankar on Tuesday
pitched for a global gover-
nance structure to deal with
issues relating to the use of
artificial intelligence (AI).

Addressing an event,
Jaishankar underlined the
need for responsible use of
Al and argued that for a
country like India, it means
the development of indige-
noustools, self-assessment
protocols for innovators and
establishing relevant guide-
lines.

"Now, different societies
have put different levels of
emphasis on the benefits
and on the risks of AL Un-
derstandably, some of the
narrative is influenced by
those who have skin in the
game," he said.

"But at the end of the
day, it is imperative that
wetake a sober and we take
a balanced view. After all,
concerns about bias, ethics,
privacy and vulnerability
are well-founded, deriving

External Affai

from pre-existing experi-
ences,” he said.

The external affairs min-
ister called for taking pre-
caution against what he
called the "danger of losing
trust in institutions and
practices that underpin our
daily life".

"Already, we see an incli-
nation to question the um-
pire or even the playing
field when results don't go
in our favour. Maintaining
--and I would argue in the
era of Al -- even strength-
ening trust therefore is of
utmost importance," he
said.

Jaishankar said India has
consistently advocated for
"global Al governance” and
the shaping of an interna-
tional agenda.

"We have demonstrated
this during our G20 presi-
dency and strongly urged its
usage for advancing Sus-
tainable Development
Goals, while safeguarding
trust, safety, fairness and ac-
countability,” he said.
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UP court
sentences man
to death for
rape murder of
eight-year-old
boy in 2024

_ Ghazipur (U
A A special court in Ghaz-
ipur district on Tues-
day sentenced a man
to death for raping and
murdering an  eight-
year-old boy, a case law-
yer said.

Judge Ram  Avtar
Prasad of the district’s
Special POCSO  Act
Court sentenced San-
jay Prasad Nat to death,
finding him guilty of
raping, murdering and
hiding the body in his
own home, Prosecution
lawyer Prabhu Narayan
Singh said.

According to Singh, a
complaint filed with the
Gahmar police station in
the district alleged that
on February 19, 2024,
Sanjay Nat took his
neighbour’s son to his
home at 3 pm. e raped
the baoy, strangulated
him to death with a rope,
and hid the body in a box
in his house,

According to the com-
plaint, when the boy's
father returned home
from work, he began
searching for his son.
At that time, a girl told
him that Uncle Sanjay
had taken his son to his
house.

Following this, people
reached Sanjay’s house
and called the police,
who found the boy's
body locked in a box.

Ex-SP MLA
Rameshwar
Yadav released
after 3 years in
jail emotional
return to Etah

Etah (UP
Former Samajwadi
Party MLA Ramesh-
war Singh Yadav, who
represented the Aliganj
Assembly constituency
three times, was released
from jail after over three
years,

His return to his
hometown on Tuesday
turned emotional, as
supporters  weleomed
him with garlands and
cheers.

During a public ad-
dress in Jaithra, Yadav
broke down on stage
while speaking about his

imprisonment.
“These sufferings and
false allegations have

left me unfit to live,” he
said, with tears in his
eves, moving many of
his supporters to silence
before they erupted in
slogans hailing him.
The former legislator
said his release on Sep-
tember 26 on bail from
the Allahabad High
Court was kept confi-
dential, claiming that
if news of it had leaked,
he and his brother,
Jugend:a Singh Yadav,
“would not have been
al]owcd to step out of

ail.”

Yadav alleged that sev-
eral criminal cases had
been filed against him
by women he had never
even met.

Operation

TSN/Agra

The large-scale rescue
operation  “Operation
Utangan” concluded on
Monday evening with
the recovery of the last
missing person, Haresh,
from the Utangan Riv-
er. The mission, which
began after a tragic idol
immersion aceident
near Kusiyapur and
Doongarwala  villages
under Kheragarh tehsil,
officially ended at 6:10
PM.

Distriet Magistrate
Arvind Mallappa Ban-
gari announced the
completion of the op-
eration and expressed
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CM Yogi slams SP for having a dual
face, indulging in votebank politics

* SP goons were occupying the ashram in Lalapur, we ordered its reclamation: CM Yogi

Lucknow

hief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on
uesday reached

out to the Valmiki eom-
munity,  emphasizing

that their n.afet\ .Jnd
dignity are thgra] to
the safety of society. Ad-
dressing a gathering at
the Maharshi Valmiki
Manifestation Day cer-
emony held at Indira
Gandhi Pratishthan
under the aegis of the
Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Mahasabha
Trust, the Chief Minis-
ter described Lord Val-
miki as the “fate-maker
of India's great spiritual
tradition.”

Yogi Adityanath be-
gan his address by ex-
tending greetings to the
people of Uttar Pradesh
on the birth anniversa-
ty of Lord Valmiki. Ile
also watched a short
film presented during
the ceremony. Draw-
ing from India's ancient
spiritual history, he said
that Maharshi Valmiki's
life and teachings con-
tinue to guide genera-
tions. "When the sage,
purified by penance and
austerity, decided to
write thousands of years
ago, he asked Sage Nar-
ad, ‘Who is the person
of true character [ can
write about?” Valmiki
understood that only a
person of character can
serve as an instrument
of public and national
welfare,” he said.

The Chief Minis-
ter added that Valmiki
chose Lord Ram as the
central figure of the Ra-
mayana because Ram
embodies dharma and
moral integrity. “Hu-
man society is grateful
to Lord Valmiki. When-

Chrief Ministor Yog| Adityanath

ever an Indian’s mind
is in doubt, Maharshi
Valmiki always sets an
ideal through the mod-
el of Maryada Purush-
ottam Shri Ram,” Yogi
said. He explained that
Ram  represents the
perfect balance in all
relationships—between
brothers, father and son,
mother and son, and
ruler and subjects. “Ram
never violated the line of
propriety, the Lakshman
Rekha,” he remarked.
Drawing a parallel
between ancient values

and modern leader-
ship, the Chief Minister
cited Swami Viveka-

nanda’s address at the
Parliament of Religions
in  Chicago, noting
how Vivekananda was
mocked for his attire
but responded by saying
that Indians derive their
identity from character,
not clothing. “Charac-
ter,” Yogi said, “is our

Mission Shakti 5.0 UP Police
seizes 3 654 vehicles arrests
450 in statewide drive

Lucknow

The Uttar Pradesh Police

"has removed 9,488 black
films, 2,817 pressure
horns, and 1,087 modi-
fied lights from various
vehicles in the state be-
tween September 22 and
October 1 under Mis-
sion Shakti 5.0 initiative
aimed at strengthening
women's safety, the TP
government said in a
statement on Tuesday.

Besides, 3,654 vehi-
cles were seized and
1,93.829 were chal-
laned for traffic rule
violations during the
period, the statement
said.

A total of 251 cases
wereregistered and 450
individuals arrested for
violating traffic norms
as the statewide special
drive was launched on
September 22, accord-
ing to Additional Di-
rector General of Police
(ADGP) Padmaja Chau-
han, the nodal officer
for Mission Shakti 5.0.

The campaign is cur-
rently underway across
the state.

Between September
22 and October 1, po-

A total of 251 cases
were registered and
450 individuals ar-
rested for violating
traffic norms as the
statewide special
drive was launched
on September 22, ac-
cording to Additional
Director General of
Police {ADGP) Padma-
ja Chauhan, the nod-
al officer for Mission
Shakti 5.0.

lice teams checked over
8.5 lakh vehicles across

71,473 locations, the
statement said.
Senior officers, in-

cluding ADGPs, DIGs,
commissioners of po-
lice, SSPs, SPs, circle
olﬁcerﬁ and SHOs ac-
tively participated in
the drive and conducted
extensive foot patrols to
enhance public safety, it
said.

According to ADGP
Chauhan, the campaign
has yielded significant
results.

true greatness.”

Announcing  several
welfare measures for
the Valmiki community
and sanitation workers,
the Chief Minister said
that the state govern-
ment would now trans-
fer salaries directly into
the bank accounts of
sanitation and contract
workers, bypassing out-
sourcing companies.
“Sanitation waorkers
will also get a health
insurance cover of five
lakh rupees. Addition-
ally, arrangements will
be made so that if any
sanitation worker meets
with an aceident or dis-
aster, the bank will pro-
vide compensation of up
to 35-40 lakh rupees,”
he said. e added that
similar benefits have al-
ready been extended to
80,000 Home Guards in
Uttar Pradesh.

The Chief Minister
also emphasized that

sanitation workers, es-
pecially from the Valmi-
ki community, were of-
ten exploited in previous
regimes. “During the SP
government, sanitation
waorkers were paid bare-
ly four thousand rupees.
Prime Minister Modi
was the first to say that
the practice of carrying
filth on one's head must
end. Today, every home
has a toilet, and we have
ensured better wages
and regular payments
for sanitation workers,”
he said.

Yogi urged members
of the Valmiki commu-
nity to prieritize educa-
tion for their children,
saying that education
is the key to empower-
ment. “If your children
are educated and capa-
ble, they will lead so-
ciety. No work is small
or big. Just as mothers
clean their children out
of care, you serve socie-

ty selflessly
greatnes:
gathering,

Highlighting the role
of saints and reformers
across India's history,
Yogi said that every era
has seen sages who guid-
ed  society—Maharshi
Valmiki in the Rama-
yana era, Maharshi Ved
Vyasa in the Mahab-
harata, Sant Ravidas
in the medieval period,
and Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar during the freedom
struggle. “Though they
lived in different times,
their vision of upl
ﬂoclety was the same,
he said.

The Chief Minister
praised Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi for
continuing this vision
through the principles
of Ek Bharat, Shreshtha
Bharat and Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas. He said
that Ram Rajya symbol-
izes a society free from
diserimination based on
caste, religion, or sect,
and the “double-engine
government” of the BJP
is working to fulfill that
vision.

e accused opposition
parties, particularly the
Samajwadi Party (SP),
of politicizing religion
and caste for electoral
gain. “Those who abuse
Shri Ram also insult
Lord Valmiki. When the
SP government came to
power in 2012, threats
were made to destroy
monuments of social
justice icons. We said
that people of UP would
not allow that. SP even
changed the names of
institutions named after
Baba Saheb Ambedkar
and Kanshiram Ji, which
we later restored,” Yogi
alleged

That is your
he told the

[IT Mandi Shines as
Umver51ty of the Year

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi

Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (ITT) Mandi has
been conferred with two
top honors—Universi-
ty of the Year (Estab-
lished)’ and "Excelleance
in Creating Employment
and Entrepreneurship’—
at an award ceremony
organized by the Feder-
ation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce and
Industry  (FICCI) in
New Delhi. The awards
were presented to Prof.
Laxmidhar Behera, Di-
rector of IIT Mandi, by
Union Minister for Road
Transport and ITigh-
ways, Nitin Gadkari.
The twin recognitions
celebrate TIT Mandi's
outstanding  achieve-
ments in nurturing in-
novation, promoting
entrepreneurship, and
generating employment
opportunities. The in-
stitute has steadily built
a distinctive ecosystem
that blends academic
research, industry col-
laboration, and com-
munity development to
bring about meaningful
change, especially in the
Himalayan region.
One of IIT Mandi's
ﬂagqhm mmatlveq, ur
atalyst, stands
technol-
ogy business incubator
established in a Hima-
layan region. Since its
inception, it has sup-
ported over 400 start-

Sukhu Govt targeting girls
with FIRs, says Jairam Thakur

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi

Former Chief Minister
and Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Jairam Thakur,
launched a fieree attack
on the Sukhwinder Sin-
gh Sukhu-led Congress
government, aceusing it
of misusing power to si-
lence dissent and crush
public voices through
police action. Speaking
at the BJP office in Man-
di on Tuesday, Thakur
alleged that the govern-
ment has now stooped
s0 low that even girls are
not being spared.

He claimed that FIRs
were registered against
a group of girls sim-
ply because they com-
plained about not being
served food at a govern-
ment event. “Children
were called to the func-
tion, made to sit in the
scorching sun for hours,
and when they protested
over not getting food, the
government filed cases
against them,” Thakur
said. 1e added that this
was part of a larger pat-
tern of vindictive gov-

ernance under Sukhu,
where anyone who dares
to speak against the ad-
ministration faces har-
assment.

“If a journalist speaks,
an FIR is filed. If an
opposition leader rais-
es a question, a case is
lodged. The intention is
clear—to ensure that no
voice is raised against
the government’s fail-

es,” Thakur said. ITe
accused the Chief Min-
ister of acting at the be-
hest of “small-hearted

politicians” and  using
officials as pawns to set-
tle scores.

The BJP leader further
alleged that the state's
relief and rehabilita-
tion efforts have been
marred by corruption.
e claimed that debris
from  disaster-affect-
ed areas still lies un-
cleared, yet payments
are being made for in-
complete or falsified
work. “Congress lead-
ers are getting bills
passed without remov-

ing debris from road-
sides. This is open loot
in the name of disaster
management,” Thakur
said, adding that those
in power are focused
on “filling their pockets
instead of helping the
affected people.”

Thakur warned of-
ficials collaborating
with what he ecalled
the government’s “dic-
tatorial practices” that
their actions would be
reviewed once accounta-
bility returns. “Dictators
never end well,” he said.
“Every decision will be
scrutinized, and when
the lime comes, these
same officials will be
busy saving themselves.”

The BJP leader’s
sharp remarks reflect
growing political tension
in Himachal Pradesh,
where opposition parties
have repeatedly accused
the Congress govern-
ment of high-handed-
ness, corruption, and
administrative  failure
in managing both gov-
ernance and disaster re-
sponse.

Utangan Draws to a Close with Final Recovery from Utangan River

deep gratitude to all
teams and individuals
involved. “The relent-
less efforts of the NDRF,
SDRF, Army's 4uith
Parafield Company,
PAC, local divers, police
administration, media
personnel, and residents
made this operation pos-
sible,” he said. He added
that those who took part
in “Operation Utangan”
would be honored on
Republic Day, January
26,

The tragedy occurred
on October 2, 2025
during idol immersion
ceremonies when 13
youths were swept away

L

by strong currents in the
Utangan River. Immedi-
ate efforts by local police
and villagers led to the

rescue Of one person,
Vishnu, who was taken
to the hospital for treat-
ment. The badies of Om-

pal, Gagan, and Manoj
were recovered earlier
that day.

Under the direction
of DM Bangari, the ad-
ministration  launched
“Operation  Utangan”
to recover the missing
victims. The operation
saw coordinated action
from multiple agencies
including the NDRF,
SDRF, PAC, Army, and
local authorities.

On October 3, the
bodies of Bhagwati and
Abhishek alias Bhela
were found, prompting
an intensified search for
the remaining missing
persons. The adminis-

tration sought the help
of the irrigation depart-
ment to divert the river's
flow, allowing rescue
teams better access to
submerged areas.

The combined efforts
bore results over the fol-
lowing days. On October
5, Karan, son of Ranveer
Singh, was recovered,
followed by the discov-
ery of Vinesh and Oke on
October 6,

The final phase of the
operation took place on
Monday with additional
manpower and focused
coordination. Within a
short span, the bodies
of Sachin (son of Ram-

veer), Deepak (son of
Sukkhan), and Gajen-
dra (son of Revati) were
recovered. The mission
concluded with the re-
covery of Haresh’s body,
marking the end of the
exhaustive five-day op-
eration.

The District Magis-
trate commended the
courage iLﬂd persever-
ance displayed by all
participants throughout
the operation and as-
sured that appropriate
recognition would be
given to the teams who
worked day and night
to bring closure to the
grieving families.

Uttar

ups, many of which
have gone on to create
substantial employ-
ment and spearhead
technology-led  solu-
tions across sectors.
This success has po-
sitioned IIT Mandi as
a national leader in
fostering a culture of
innovation-driven en-
trepreneurship.

Expressing pride in
the institute’s achieve-
ment, Prof. Laxmidhar
Behera said, “This
recagnition is a proud
moment for the entire
IIT Mandi family. Tt
reflects our institute's
commitment to build-
ing a strong culture
of innovation and en-
trepreneurship that
drives national pro-
gress. 1 dedicate this
achievement to our fac-
ulty, students, and staff
whose dedication and
creativity have made
IIT Mandi a truly trans-
formative institute.”

Under Prof. Behera's
leadership, I1IT Mandi
has focused on trans-
lating research into re-
al-world  applications
through an  innova-
tion-oriented curricu-
lum and strategic part-
nerships with industries.
he institute’s contin-
ued efforts aim to pro-
duce professionals and
entrepreneurs who will
contribute to realizing the
vision of a self-reliant In-
dia.

UP CM calls
Ramayan symbol
of social values
environmental
protection

Lucknow

Pradesh  Chief
Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath on Tuesday said
the Ramayan is not just
areligious seripture but
also a symbol of social
values and environ-
mental protection.

Addressing an event
on the 85th birth anni-
versary of former legis-
lator late DP Bora un-
der the ‘Mission Shakti’
campaign, the chief
minister noted that the
occasion coincides with
Sharad Purnima, the
birth anniversaries of
Maharshi Valmiki and
Meera Bai, as well as
that of the late DP Bora.

e paid tributes to
the saints and Bora,
saying, “On this occa-
sion, T bow to Maharshi
Valmiki and Meera Bai
and humbly pay hom-
age to the late DP Bora
on behalf of the state
government and citi-
zens of Uttar Pradesh.”

The chief minister
described Valmiki's Ra-
mayan as unique from
social, religious, and ge-
ographical perspectives,
emphasising that it em-
bodies not only religious
teachings but also social
values and environmen-
tal conservation.

“Lord Ram’s char-
acter in the Ramayan
represents dharma.
Maharshi Valmiki pro-
vided society with an
ideal character, which
remains relevant even
today,” he said.

Referring to the Shri
Ram  Janmabhoomi
movement and the
grand  eonstruction
of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya, Adityanath
said, “This is not mere-
ly the construction of a
temple but a step to-
ward estabhshmg Ram
Rajya.”
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Putin turns

73 supporters
laud his rale in
transforming
Russia

Moscow:
Vladimir Putin, the long-
egt-serving  President
of Russia, tumed 73 on
Tuesday and many of his
supporters are lauding
his role in transforming
the couniry.

“Putm stopped further
fragmentation of Russia
and put it bacl( on its
historical path,” Krem-
lin envoy on Ukrame
Vladimir Medinsky
wrote on his Telegram
channel.

He said that Putin as-
sumed office on the eve
of 2000 at a time when
the country was going
through the trauma of
the Soviet Union col-
lapse and threat of frag-
mentation of the Rus-
glan Federation.

Similar  sentiments
were:  expressed by
Speaker of State Duma
Vyacheslay Volodin,
Governor of Moscow
region Andrei Varoby-
av and Mascow Mayor
Ssrgel Sobyamn as Pu-
tin iz Teceiving hirth-
day wishes from world
leaders.

Benyamin  Nethan-
yahu was pethaps the
first foreign leader to
wish a happy birthday
to Putin during a phone
call last night to discuss
Gaza settlement, [rani
nuclear issue and Syr-
ia, the Kremlin has not
tuled out a call from
US President Donald
Trump and other world
leaders.

Kremlin apokesman
Dmitry Peskov during
Tuesday's briefing for
the reporters spoke
about the importance
of Putin's role in the
lives of Russians.

BUS]NESS

Revolt Motors backs young
racer Ethan Joy at F4
India championshipaa

TN[Nstel].n: .

Revalt Motors, India's
leading electric mator-
cycle manufacturer, has
anmounced its  spon-
sorship of young mot-
orsport prodigy Ethan
Joy at the recently con-
cluded F4 India Char
pionship held at the Kari
Motor Speedway in Co-
imbatore.

The association marks
Revalt's entry into In-
dia's growing motor-
sport scene, reflecting its
commitment to support-
ng Eme‘[g‘mg talent and
promotng a culture of
performance and inno-
vation amuong the coun-
try’s youth.

IRF launches global registry tralmng for

TSN/New Delli: B

The International Road
Federation (IRF), a Ge-
neva-baged global body
dedicated to improving
road safety worldwide,
has launched its Inter-
national Registry for
Road Safety Aunditors,
4 10-day eertified train-
ing programme, at the
National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI)
premises in New Delhi.
The programume; sup-
ported by IRF's India
Chapter and global sus-
tainable  organisation
Total Energies, aims to
build a pool of certified
toad safety professionals
in India. Participantgin-
clude engineers and pro-
fessionals from NHAIL

rotesters gathered
in several coun-

The newly-elected may-
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Pro-Palestinian protests on 2-year

anniversary of Hamas’ attack on Israel

Ankara;

tries on Tuesday
ta condemm the war in
Gaza as Israelis marked
the second anniversa-
1y of the Hamas attack
that sparked the fighting
that has claimed tens of
thousands of lives and
spilt violence across the
Middle East.

More than 1,000
pro-Palestinian  protest-
ers marched to the US
Embassy in Indonesia’s
capital of Jakarta to de-
nounce Israel’s blockade
of Gaza and the detention
of activists from the Glob-
al Sumud Flotlla that
tried tohreak through last
week.

Chanting “Free free

Pro-Palestinian rallies mark two years since Hamas' attack on Israel

Palestine” and waving
flags, demaonstrators
called for the activists' re-
lease and condemned two
years of Israeli military
action in Gaza.
Authorities in Indone-
gia — the world's most
populous Muslim major-
ity nation and one that
has no formal tles with
Imrael — deployed over
1,000 police to secure the

Newly-elected mayor in Germany found with serious stab

Berlm:

or of a town in western
Germany was found
with life-threatening
wounds on Tuesday, and
Chancellor  Frie
Merz said she was the
victim of “an abhorrent
act.”

Iris Stalzer was eleci- |

ed as mayor of Herdecke
on Septemiber 8. She
iz a member of the cen-
ire-left  Social Demo-

embassy.

Hamas-led militants
killed some 1,200 people
and lidnapped 251 peo-
ple i the Oct. 7, 2023,
attack durimgz a major
Jewish Tholiday. Most
hostages have been te-
leased in ceasefires or
other deals.

Israel’s retaliatory of-
fensive in Gaza has killed

crats, the junior.party

in Germany's conserva-

more than 67,000 peo-
ple, destroyed vast areas
of the strip, displaced
around go per cent ofthe
population of some @ mil-
lion and caused 2 human-
itarian crisis, with experts
saying Gaza City is expe-
Tiencing famine.

The conflict has sent
ripples actoss the region,
bringing Israe] into com-

bat with Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah group, Yemen's
Houthis rebels and mil-
itant groups in Irag and
Syria, alomgwith their pa-
trom, fran, which suffered
major losses in a 12-day
war with Lsrael in June.
Japan, hmdrede
of protesters, meluding
Palestiniang,  marched
through dewntown Tokyao

tive-led national govern-

Authorities in Indone-
sia — the world's most
populous Muslim ma-
jority nation and one
that has no formal ties
with Israel — deployed
over 1,000 police to
secure the embassy.

demanding a ceasefire in
Gaza and the hostages'
release. Similar protests
were held in Osaka and
other major cities.

Lena Grace Suda, a
so-year-old Tokyo resi-
dent who jomed the ral-
ly, called for sanctions
agamst Israel.

“Recognising the state
of Palestine is not enough
if you're sill complie-
it m the genocide,” she
said. A growing num-
ber of experts, mcluding
those commissioned by
a UN body, have said Is-
rael's offensive m Gaza
amonnts to genocide —
an accusation larael vehe-
mentlydenies.

A pro-Palestinian can-
dlelight vigil was held in
Taiwan,

British Prime Minister

ment.

Stalzer was found
at her home with
life-threatening wounds
shortly before 1 pm
Tuesday, police and
prosecutors said in a
gtatement. She was tak-
en to a hospital by heli-
copter.

They didn't comment
on the nature of the
wounds, but the lsadsr
of the Social Demaocrats’
parliamentary  group

Nepal Gen-Z protests FIR
registered against deposed
PM Oli his home rnmlster

Kathmandu:

Wepal's youth-led Gen-Z

group, which organ-
iged  anti-government
protests last month, on
Tuesday registered an
FIR against deposed
prime minister K P
Sharma Oli and then
home minister Ramesh
seeking their
eriminal  accountability
far the deaths during the
demonstrations.

The Kathmandu
District Palice Circle
Spokesperson, Superin-
tendent of Police Pawan
Bhattarai, confirmed
that the FIR was tegis-
tered at the Kathman-
du District Police Of-
fice, Bhadrakali, againat
UML chafrman Qli and
Nepali Congress leader
Lekhak.

He said that since a
probe commission to n-
vestigate the matter has
already been constituted,
thepolice have forwarded
the FIR to the high-leyv-
el Judicial Investigation
Commiggion headed by
Justice Gauri Bahadur
Karld,

“The FIR registered by
the Gen-Z youths with
the palice will establich
their {Oli and Lekhak's)

in Berlin, Matthiag Mi-
erseh, told reporters that
“we heard a few minutes
ago that newly elected
Mayar Iris Stalzer wag
stabbed in Herdecke.”

Merz wrote on social
media that “we fear for
the life of Mayor-eleet
Iris Stalzer and hope for
her full recovery.”

The statement from
investigators =aid that
they are “investigating
in all directions” and

eriminal accnuntabﬂlty
and pave the way for in-
vestigation of the crime

committed on 8 and 9
September,” said senior
advocate Dnegh Tnpathl

“The serious crime com-
mitted by the gtate agente
should not go umpun-
ighed, and impmity must
beended,” he added.

Nineteen  protesters
were killed during the po-
lice firing on September 8,
the first day of the Gen-Z
protests. In total, 76 peo-
ple were killed during the
two-day protests on Sep-
tember 8 and g,

The security personnel
indiscriminately opened
fire on the youths who
staged protests on Sep-
tember 8, demanding an
end to corruption and
lifting a government ban
on social media

wounds

that “a family baclk-
ground also cannot be
ruled put at present.”

Stalzer, who beat a
candidate from Merz's
centre-right  Christian
Democrats: in a tunoff
vote to win election, is
due to take office on No-
vember 1. Herdecke is
a town of about 23,000
people in western Ger-
many's Ruhr region, be-
tween the eities of Hagen
and Dortmund.

Formula 4, or F4, is
an international sin-
gle-geater racing series
established by the FLA
in 2014 as the first pro-
feagional step for driv-
ers {ransitioning from
karting. For Ethan Joy,
the championship rep-
resented a significant
leap in his racing career.
Begmuing his journey
n 2022, the young driv-
er has already notched
multiple national podi-
ums and a Viee Cham-
pion title in the Meritus
Cup C'hamplcmshlp His
debut in the FIA-certi-
fied F4 India Champi-
onship underscores his
steady rise in the gport.

NHIDCL, CRRI, high-

way operators, consult-
ants, and the infrastrue-
ture industry.

Creating awareness among farmers
crucial to curb stubble burning: Chouhan

New Delhi:

nion  Agriculture
Minister Shivraj
Singh  Chouhan

said on Tuesday that ere-
ating awareness among
farmers is crucial to curb
stubble burning as he
suggested active mvalve-
ment of panchayats, lo-
cal representatives, and
nodal officers at village
level far management of
crop residues.

Ahead of paddy har-
vesting season, Chouhan
chaired a key meeting
here on stubhle manage-
‘ment along with Union
Winister for Environ-
ment, Forest and Cli-
‘mate Change Bhupender
Yadav.

Aceording to an offi-
cial statement, the meet-
ing was attended virtual-
ly by Punjab Agriculiure
Minister Gurmeet Singh
Khudian, Haryana Ag-
riculture Minister Shy-
am Singh Rana, Uttar
Pradesh Agriculiure
Minister Surya Pratap
Shahi, and Delhi Envi-

Designed to  blend
theory, practical cage
studies, and on-groumd
fieldwork, the ftraining

ronment Minister Man-
jmder Singh Sirsa.

The meeting foensed
on strategies to curh
air pollution caused by
stubble burning, pro-
mote betrer utilisation of
paddy residue, and en-
hance awareness, finan-

cial suppart, mom torm Z,

foeuses on Eqmppmg
professionals in high-
way development, road
construction, trafhe en-

crap management, and
divergification  among
farmers, it added.

At the start of ths

meeting, agriculture
mimsters of Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar

Pradesh briefed about
the status of stubble
management in their re-

spective states.

They informed that
implementation of
stubhle  management
schemes iz heing car-
ried out with full com-
mitment, with officers
and field departments
detively engaged in the
task.

The Haryana agri-
culture minister high-
lighted that the state
i encouraging farmere
not ta bum stubble by
providing financial as-
sistance.

Chouhan appreciat-
ed the efforts made by
these states to check
gtubble pollution and
reduce air  pollution,
bt felt that continuous
and sustained efforte
are necessary to achieve
larger goals.

He emphasised that
“awareness among
farmers is  crucial
and  suggested  that
panchayats, local rep-
resentatives, and nodal
officers should be active-
ly involved at the village
level to achieve better
outcomes.”

Chouhan further dis-
cusged issues telated
to crop management,
direct seeding, diversi-
fication, effective wrili-
sation of allocated funds
and monitoring mecha-
nisms.

Road Safety auditors at NHAI

gineering, and urban
transport planning with
advanced auditing skills.
The sessions are being
conducted by Bur Ing.
Miguel-Angel  Serrano
Santos, a UK-based ex-
pert with over 25 yearg
of experience in interna-
tional road safety audit
practices.

The course covers a
wide range of subjects
including legal and in-
stitutional frameworks,
Safe System and Vision
Zero mtrategies, cragh
data analytics, blackspat
identification, economic
evaluations, road design
audits, vulnerable road
uger (VRU) safety, iRAP
tools, and work zone
zafety.

Speaking at the in-
auguration, Mr. Vivek
Jaiswal, CGM, NHAIL
praised IRF's initiative
and reaffirmed NHAI's
support in srengthen-
ing India's road safe-
ty framework. Mr. K
K. Kapila, Preside'nt
(Emetitug), IRF,
Imaowledged the co‘nm-
bution of Total Energies
in promoting this global
program and urged par-
ticipants to leverage the
learnings o enhance
safety standarda.

Mr. Akhilesh Srivas-
tava, President, IRF-In-
dia Chapter (IRF-IC),
emphagised that as part
of IRF-ICs flagehip SE
programme, this Mitia-
tive underscores the -

portance of engineering
safer roads and promot-
ing the concept of “for-
giving roads” across the
couniry,

The traiming, which
has  previously been
held . eountries such
ag Tanzania, the UK,
and Ausiralia, marks a
gignificant gtep toward
advancing Toad safety
capacity bullding i In-
dia. By launching the In-
ternational Registry for
Road Safety Auditors,
IRF aims to strengthen
professional  standards
and foster international
collaboration I purguit
of Vision Zero — the
goal of eliminating road
crash fatalities and seri-
ous injuries worldwide.

Tata Group

Leaders

Meet Shah,

Sitharaman

Amid Infighting
New Delhi:

Tophonchos of the Tata

group, including Tata
Trusts Chairman Noel
Tata and Tata Sons
Chairman N  Chan-
drasekaran, on Tuesday
met Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and Fi-
mnance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman amid in-
fighting among trustees
over board appoint-
ments and governance
issues.

Noel Tata and Chan-
drasekaran, along with
Tata Trusts Vice Chair-
man Venu Srinivasan
and ftrustee Darius
Khamibata, arrived to-
gether in the evening at
Shah’s residence for the
meeting.  Sitharaman
also joined in at the
home minister’s resi-
dence.

The meeting came
against the backdrop
of infighting among the
trugtees of Tata Trusts
over board appoint-
ments and governance
issues, which threaten
to impact the function-
ing of the over USD 180
billion conglomerate,

Tata Trusts exeris
decisive influence over
India's most valuable
conglaomerate through
ite about 66 per cent
stake in Tata Sons, the
promoter  and  hold-
ing company of the
salt-to-semiconductor
group,

Sources said Tata
Trusts is said to be verti-
cally split, with one sec-
tion aligned with Noel
Tata, who was appointed
chairman of the Trusts
following the death of
Ratan Tata. The other
grouping of four trustees
18 led by Mehli Mistry,
who has ties with the
extended Shapoori Pal-
lonji family, which owns
about 18.37 per cent of
‘Tata Sons.
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‘Captain Cool’
MS Dhoni
becomes
certified

drone pilot
New Delhi:

India’s legendary captain,

MS Dhoni, known for his
affinity for machinery,
announced on Tuesday
that he has completed the
DGCA Drone Pilot Certi-
fication program.

Dhoni, who has openly
expressed his fondness
for bikes, has added an-
ather feather to his eap.
He has officially obtained
a drone pilot licence from
Garuda Aerospace. After
completing the rigorous
training program, Dho-
ni is now certified to fly
drones.

“Happy to announce
that Thave completed my
DGCA Drone pilot cer-
tification program with
Garuda Aerospace,” Dho-
ni wrote on Facebook.

Garnda Aerospace is
a DGCA-approved Re-
mote Pilot Training Or-
ganisation (RPTO) and
has trained over 2,500
aspiring pilots to date.
Speaking about Dhoni’s
achievement, Agnishwar
Jayaprakash,  Founder
and CEO of Garuda Aer-

ospace, expressed his de-
light that their brand am-
bassador had completed
the program.

“Having our hrand am-
bassador and investor,
MS Dhoni, personally
undergo the training and
get certified as a pilot is
a monumental milestone
for us. He picked it up
very quickly and was ex-
tremely focused on learn-
ing,” Jayaprakash said.

“His unwavering belief
in our mission to revolu-
tionise the drone indus-
try is a massive source of
encouragement for the
entire team. Mahi Bhai
is an inspiration, and his
hands-on approach fur-
ther validates our com-
mitment to excellence
and to fostering a culture
of skill and innovation in
this sector,” he added.

Abhishek,
Kuldeep named
in [CC Men's
Player of the
Month nominees
for September

Dubai:

The International Crick-

et Council (ICC) un-
veiled the nominees for
the Player of the Month
award for September on
Tuesday, with two Indian
T20l mainstays featured
in the three-player list.
India’s ﬂamboyzmt
apener Abhishek Sharma,
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Australia announce squads for ODIs,
first 2 'T20Is at home against India

Melbourne:

ricket  Australia
(CA)  announced
the squads for the

home white-ball series
against India on Tues-
day, with pacer Mitchell
Stare and opener Matt
Short among the inclu-
sions in the 50-over side
for the three matches
starting from October 19.

Stare, who announced
his T201 retirement last
month as the count-
down to next year’s ICC
T20 World Cup contin-
ues, will be returning to
the international fold to
take on a power-packed
Indian line-up, boosted
by the returns of legends
Rohit Sharma and Vi-
rat Kohli, with a young
Shubman Gill as their
new ODI captain.

The return of Starc will
add strength to an Aus-
tralian bowling gronp
missing the presence
of their injured skipper,
Pat Cummins, with Tzal
captain Mitch Marsh set
to once again fill the role
as captain against India
during both the ODI and
Tzol contests, with the
Tz20l leg starting from
October 29.

Starc’s refurn is one of
four changes to Austral-
ia's ODI side that took on
South Africa last month,
with Short, Matt Ren-
shaw and Mitchel Owen
alsoearning recalls to the

Australia name squads for home ODIs and Taols vs India

side that lost the series
2-1against the Proteas.
Dropping out of the
ODI squad are Aaron
Hardie, Matthew Kuh-
nemann and Marnus
Labuschagne, with La-
buschagne to continue
to play four-day cricket
for Queensland in the
domestic Sheffield Shield
competition ahead of the

upcoming Tesl series
against England at the
end of the year.

The Aussies also
named a 14-player group
for the first two T20l
matches against India,
with Nathan Ellis and
Josh Inglis earning re-
calls after they missed
the recent T20I series
with South Africa.

Rohit is Legend of game, great leadership
example for India: Williamson

Mumbai:

New Zealand’s

talis-
manic batter Kane Wil-
liamson defined Rohit
Sharma as a “legend of
the game” and expects
Shubman Gill, the new
ODI captain, to benefit
from the presence of In-
dia’s veteran swashbuck-
ler in the upcoming tour
of Australia.

Last week, Chief Se-
lector Ajit Agarkar sent
shockwaves through the
cricket world after an-
nouncing that he had
personally conveyed the
management’s decision
to Rohit about making
Gill his successor. The
26-year-old's captain-
cy stint in the ODIs will
begin in Australia with
a three-match series,
scheduled to kick off on
October 19 at the Optus
Stadium in Perth.

Agarkar explained the
rationale behind the sud-
den shift, considering the
2027 ODI World Cup is
still two years away from
in South

premier  wicket-taking
spinner Kuldeep Yadav
and Zimbabwes Brian
Bennett will fight for the
personal accolade.
Abhishek continued to
enjoy his prolific break-
out season after his re-
cord-shattering run at
the recently concluded
Agia Cup. With 314 runs
at 44.86 with a staggering
strike rate of 2001n seven
appearances, Abhishek
was the top run getter in
the tournament during
India’s unheaten run to
clinch the coveted title.
The 25-year-old also
notched the highest bat-
ting rating ever recorded
in men’s T2ol history
with 931 points, contin-
uing his meteoric rise in
the international circuit.
‘While Abhishek did the
bulk of the scoring for In-
dia, left-arm wrist spin-
ner Kuldeep was the top
choice with the ball. The
30-year-old had a dream
run and finished as the
Thighest wicket-taker with
17 scalps at the Asia Cup,
while maintaining an
economy rate of 6.27.

Adut Contact
0818-799941

Africa. The chief selector
explained that the sur-
prise shift in the leader-
ship stems from the selec-
tors wanting Gill to have
enough fime to sefile
well before the 2027 ODI
‘World Cup, which will be
held in South Africa, Zim-
babwe, and Namibia.
While Williamson re-
frained from commenting

\

‘Williarnson hails Rohitas a true legend and leader - Fils Photo

on the reasons behind the
decision, he remains con-
fident that Rohit’s pres-
ence has been immensely
valuable for the next crop
of players and has set a

“great” example during his

captaincy tenure.

“While I'm not famil-
iar with all the details of
the decision, being more
closely connected to the
New Zealand setup, Rohit
Sharma is a legend of the
game who has achieved
incredible things for Indi-
an cricket. 'm confident
he has been immensely
valuable to the team's
players, serving as a great
leadership example for
India. Shubman and oth-
er players have undoubt-
edly benefited greatly
from his influence,” Wil-
liamson said on the side-

lines of the CEAT Cricket
Rating Awards in Mum-
bai on Tuesday.

Rohit first wore the ODI
captaincy armband in
2017 and led India in 56
ODIs, wmnmg a stunning
42, loslng Jjust 12, with one
ending in a no- result and
another in a tie. His win
percentage of 75 per cent
makes him one of the
world's best white-ball
leaders statistically.

Since Rohit has hid
adien to T20Is and Tests
just like his long-time
compatriot Virat Kohli,
ODI is the sole format
where the duo can en-
chant the spectators. Wil-
liamson explained the
challenges and repercus-
sions a player faces while
being available for a soli-
tary format.

The Tzo0l series will
be used as important
prepa.ratlon for Austral-
ia ahead of next year’s
ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup, and selection chair
George Bailey also indi-
cated the potential for
further changes to the
squad for the backend of
the series.

“We have named a

squad for the ODI series
and first two games of the
Tz20 series, as there will
be some management
through the back end of
the series as indivicuals
prepare for the summer
through Sheffield Shield
cricket,” Bailey said as
quoted by the ICC.

“The majority of the
T20 squad will remain
together as it’s an im-
portant period in the
build towards the World
Cup next year, however,
we are trying to strike
a balance to ensure we
simultanecusly prepare
certain individuals for
the Test series ahead,” he
added.

Australia ODI squad:
Mitchell Marsh (¢), Xa-
vier Bartlett, Alex Carey,
Cooper Connolly, Ben
Dwarshuis, Nathan Ellis,
Cameron Green, Josh
Hazlewood, Travis Head,
Josh  Inglis, Mitchell
Owen, Matthew Ren-
shaw, Matthew Short,
Mitchell Stare, Adam
Zampa

Australia Tzol squad
(first two games): Mitch-
ell Marsh (c), Sean Ab-
bott, Xavier Bartlett, Tim
David, Ben Dwarshuis,
Nathan Ellis, Josh Hazle-
wood, Travis Head, Josh
Inglis, Matthew Kuhne-
mann, Mitchell Owen,
Matthew Short, Marcus
Stoinis, Adam Zampa.
(ANIT)

Delhi pitch expected to be
batting friendly for second Test
between India and West Indies

New Delhi:
The pitch for the sec-
ond Test in the national
capital, between India
and the West Indies,
scheduled to commence
on Friday, is expected
to be a batting-friendly
strip, featuring patch-
es of grass interspersed
with bald areas, a com-
plete contrast to the one

prepared in Ahmedabad,
according to  ESPN-
cricinfo.

The Ahmedabad pitch
had a uniform appear-
ance, with even grass cov-
erage. On the other hand,
the Delhi pitch is expected
to have a black-soil base.
The surface of the Arun
Jaitley Stadium will likely
come in aid of hatters. As
the game progresses and
the pitch gradually dries
up, the spinners will play
avital role.

In the two-match series
opener, the Caribbean
side lasted barely three
days on a surface that
offered moment and
spin to speedsters and
ball tweakers. The strip
on which both teams
senffled was arguably the

o

greenest in India since
the World Test Champi-
onship beganin 2019.

Vice-captain Ravindra
Jadeja’s all-around hero-
ics made the headlines as
the hosts notched a mam-
moth win by an innings
and 140 mmns. Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed
Siraj howled in tandem
and wreaked havoe to
make the West Indies re-
gret their decision to bat
first,

With four millimetres
of live grass spread over
a red-soil surface, Bum-
rah and Siraj extracted
threatening bounce and
went about their busi-
ness gleefully. On the
first morning, the tour-
ists were bowled out on
atrivial 1621n 44.1 overs.

In reply, KL Rahul
(100), Ravindra Jadeja
(104%) and Dhruv Jurel
(125) made the West In-
dies bowlers toil, while
fuelling India’s innings
to a daunting 448/5.
The Shubman Gill-led
side declared overnight
and invited the West
Indies to chase down
the deficit.

India star Prithvi Shaw slams sizzling

hundred against former side Mumbai
b}

(T

Pune:
Out-of-favour  top-or-
der India opener Prith-
vi Shaw has continued
to walk on the path of
resurgence after wal-
loping a sizzling ton for
Maharashtra against his
former side Mumbai in
a warm-up match on
Tuesday.

Shaw continued to
ride high on his fiery
form in the Buchi Babu
Invitational ~ Tourna-
ment during the three-
day practice match at
the MCA Stadium in
Pune before the Ranji
Trophy 2025-26 season.

The 25-year-old deliv-
ered a statement against
the Shardul Thakur-led
Mumbai, with a sub-
lime ton on the opening
day of the fixture. While
opening the innings for
Maharashtra alonggide
Arshin Kulkarni, Shaw
made his way to a hun-
dred in 140 balls.

While Shaw took his
time to settle into the
nature of the surface,
Kulkarni basked in
success with a fearless
approach to torment
Mumbai. Shaw ham-
mered fifty in 84 deliv-
eries and appeared set-
tled on 76.

At the other end,
Rulkarni blazed his way
to the three-digit fig-

- oA

Al

Prithi Shaw lightsup the field with a blaving ton

ure in just g5 deliver-
ies. Kulkarni continued
to toy with Mumbai’s
bowling attack, which
comprised Shardul,
Tushar Deshpande, Shi-
vam Dube, spinners Ta-
nush Kotian, and Shams
Mulanand.

He came close to the
elusive double hundred:
however, against the
run of play, Kulkarni’s
boundary-hitting spree
came to a bitter end on
186(139), marking the
end of a herculean 305-
run partnership for the
first wicket.

Shaw switched his al-

legiance to Maharashtra
after receiving a No-Ob-
jection Certificate
(NOC) from Mumbai
earlier this year. Dur-
ing the Buchi Babu In-
vitational Tournament,
Shaw basked in a mixed
bag of results, notching
scores 0f 111, 1 and 66.

During the tourna-
ment, he made a prom-
ising start with 111 off
141, a lone fighter on a
turner where the rest of
Maharashtra’s batters
combined to churn out
a mere g2 runs against
Chhattisgarh.

In the second innings,

Shaw's fortune changed,
and he added just a sol-
itary run to his name as
Chhattisgarh roared in
jubilation with a 35-run
victory. During a Buchi
Babu Invitational Tour-
nament match against
the TNCA President’s
XI, Shaw flaunted his
purple patch at the Go-
jan Cricket Ground ‘B’

TNCA Presidents XI
rode high on twin cen-
turies from Andre Sid-
dharth C (111) and Baba
Indrajith (104). Captain
Pradosh Ranjan Paul
topped itupby chipping
in with a composed 76
off 134, and powered his
side to 384/9 in the first
innings.

In reply, Shaw en-
sured Maharashtra got
off to a robust start with
a rollicking half-cen-
tury. Resuming his
overnight score of 47
off 57 deliveries, Shaw
breezed past the mile-
stone by sprinting for
three with a backfoot
punch on the first ball.

Shaw stitched up a
g4-run partnership with
Harshal Kate to propel
Maharashtra to 155/2.
From being in a com-
manding position, Ma-
harashtra scrambled for
control after Achyuth
C V removed Shaw on
66(96)

Varun Chakravarthy explains Gambhir’s “Spartan mentality”

Mumbai:

India’s mystery spinner

Varun Chakravarthy be-
lieves head coach Gautam
Gambhir has fostered a

“Spartan mentality” with-

in the team, which leaves

“no option of losing”.

Once a forgotten star
who lost his stardom,
Varun discovered him-
self at the bottom of the
pecking order for three
years from 2021. Varun
has grabbed the oppor-
tunity with both hands
the previous year.

Over the last three
years, he has put in the
hard work to completely
flip the narrative. After
Gambhir took over from
Rahul Dravid as the
head coach of the Indian
team, Varun found his
way back to the Indian
team. The 34-year-old
credited Gambhir and

Varun decodes Gambhir's fierce *Spartan mentality

eaptain Suryakumar Ya-
dav for his resurgance in
international cricket.
“Definitely one thing
which 1 can say about
[Gambhir] is he brings a
Spartan mentality to the

team where there is no
option of losing. You just
have to bring your best
and give everything on
the ground, and later on,
whatever happens, hap-
pens. When he is around,

there i3 no mediocrity
- you can't be mediocre
in the field, that’s what 1
feel,” Varun said on the
sidelines of the CEAT
Cricket Rating Awards in
Mumbai on Tuesday.

Varun has formed a
formidable duo with
left-arm  wrist  spin-
ner Kuldeep Yadav in
the T20ls. The duo has
bowled in tandem to
wreak havoc with their
mastery in spin, while
ensuring they comple-
ment each other. While
praising his partner in
crime, Varun hopes to
continue his partnership
with Kuldeep during In-
dia’s title defence in next
year's T2o World Cup on
home turf.

“Kuldeep is definitely
one of the most experi-
enced bowlers right now
in the pool of players
that we have, and he has
done amazingly well,”
Varun said. “T bowl at
the speeds of g5kph, and
he bowls around 8skph,
so we kind of comple-
ment each other. He

has more revs and more
turn, I have more speed
and bounce, so till now
it’s been working well
for us. Hopefully, we can
do the same thing in the
‘World Cup also.”

Varun's debut in July
2021 didn’t get off to an
ideal start, with just two
wickets in six matches;
it seemed as if he had
played his last game in
the international cir-
cuit. He honed his skills
on the sidelines and re-
turned to the T20l fold
in October 2024.

He has become a reg-
ular face in the shortest
format of cricket and
has  been instrumen-
tal to India’s growing
prominence in T2o0Is; as
well as their unbeaten
run to the Champions
Trophy earlier this year.
He initially sat out in

the opening games but
stormed into the final XI
to finish with nine wick-
ets at an average of 15.11,
with a best of 5/42, the
joint-second highest in
the tournament, behind
New Zealand's Matt
Henry (10).

“When 1 made my
comeback again, Surya
and GG [Gambhir], they
spoke to me and they
told me that we are
looking at you as one of
the wicket-takers. And
they have backed me
throughout. For that, I
have to give them the
credit,” he said.

“I was out of the team
for more than three
years, but T did have a
consecutive good IPL.
For them to recognise
that and bring me into
the team was great for
me,” he added.
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Swiatek
dominates on
Wuhan debut
to register 60th
win of the
season

Bouskens:
Tga Swiatek droppad

just two games on her
Wuhan Open debut as
she aised through to
the sacond round with &
oonvindng weiery over
Marie Bouskove.

Swintek needed just
one hour and 18 min-
utes to s=al a b1 61
triumph over her Csech
oppongnt, in what was
her 100th straight-ssts
win at WTA-1000 Javel.

The Wimbledon
champicn wastad little
time in getting herself
up and running, storm-
ing info & 40 lead be-
fore Bouskova finally

of hierself on the score-

aard. It proved tao lit-
tle oo late for Bouzko-
va, though, as Swiatek
took the first sal at the
sacond Hme of asking,
andshe carrigd her mo-
mentum on from there.
Swiatek cpened with &
break of serve before
realing off the final four
games, sealing her pro-
gnmsion with a back
hand that Bouzkova
could enly return inte
the net.

Swiatek has bean in
sengational form in
2025, with this her 6oth
win of the year. Since
the start of 1990, she
is now just the fourth
player to achisve four
consscitive  bo-win
seasans ot WTA levsl
befere the age of 25,
along with Steffi Graf,
drantas Sanches Vicar-
io and Martina Hingis.
The second ssed alao kit
4 century of straight-
st wing at Tier 1/WTA
1000 evenls, doing 8o
in 153 matches. Only
Graf (122), Hingje (145)
and Ssrena Williams
{147 have done so in
fewer such encounters.
Swiatek also daimed &
68th consecntive cpan-
ing match win at WTA
level (including the
United Cup and WTA
Finals) - the most con-
secutive opening wins
of any player sincs the
Tiar format's introdue
tion in 1990:
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Yuvraj Singh, IGPL Board meet Mansukh

| vopstoRy,bevo, Weomisons 06, Ocrosea 2025 |

Mandaviya to discuss golf’s future

New Delhiz

he Union Minister
for Youth Affire
and Sparts, Dr

Mansukh  Mandaviya,
met with the Indian Golf
Premier Lesgue (IGPL)
co-founder and ambas-
sadsat, Yuvraj Singh and
CEO Uttar Mundy at
his office and  praised
the efforts being made to

promotethasport acrces
India.
IGPL, the coun-

fry's fisstsver  fran-
chiss-fased golf leagus,
issst tadsbut in January
2026 and will festure six
franchises. The tourna-
ment is béing arganised
in  partnership with
the Indian Golf Union

Yovea| Sngh,Man doviya disuss g v ot

golf in Indls and how
IGFL aligns with Prime
Ministr ~ Marendra
Modi's vigion of ‘Khelo
Bharat Nesti', a oom-
prehensive framewaork
dusignad to strengthen
the sports accaystam at
avery level,

The Sports Minister,
during the converea-
tion, also emphasised
the impertanos  of

(I6U), WEAL (Wom-
en’s Golf Assodation
of India) and the PEA
of India, and will fol-
low a aty-based fran-
chiss format, walcom-
ing both professicnal
and smateur men and
women golfers in tedm-
based competitions, as
pera pressreleasa.

The discussion cen-
trad on the growth of

PVL.2025: Kolkata Thunderbolts
Pick Solid Win Over Kochi Blue
Spikers to Get Three Points

ing. The de
toth teamz was on to
form, making it barder
for attackers to find the
gaps. Abhishek's super
sarve dalighted Kochi
favs, but Brin dragged
hig shot wide off court,
costing his mde a super
point. Kechi did not help

kata:
Kolkats Thunderbolts
came from behind to
beat Kechi Blu Spikers
12-15, 1512, 15-6, 1G-17
in the RR Kabel Prma
Volleyball League pow-
emd by Scapia at the
Gachibowli Indeor Sta-
diuin, Hyderebed, on

Tuesday.Pankaj Sharma  themsalves with risng
was named the Player of  unforeed ervors. Kolks-
the Match, Coming on  ta's Panka) and Ashwal

the back of a win over
Goa Guardians, Kechi
came off hard with He-
manth making powarful
serveg. Kollata captain
Bshwal Rai continued
his role ag the cutside
hitter and started male-
ing an impact ‘again,
Pankai Sharma show-
cased early cn why he

continued tomake dents
on the oppsition's
cart with consistent at-
tacks. Matin Takavar's
presence added more
dapth to Kalkata's mid-
dle zene, and the match
swung ccmpletely in the
Thundsrbelts’  faveur.
Muhammed Igbal eked
aut anather peint, b

remains Kochi's biggsst  ing more pressurecn the
threston the oourtashe  Spikers.
tastad Kochi's defence. hard 411t

Kochi gettsr Byron  to make 4 way back, but

Ketularis  passad  all
arcund his court to keep

4 timely bleck from Ma-
tin sealad Kolleata's firat

win in the ssason.

the Thunderbolls guess-

grassroots sports devel-
opent and how fran-
chise-based  tourna-
ments can help nurtuns
the growth of future
talent,

The IGFL stakeholders
also showeasad their de-
i tribute to the
govemment’s grassroots
initiatives, while also
supporting PM._Modi's
visien of Vilait Bharat'.

Yuyraj Singh add-
e, “We are incraldibly
grateful for the reoogni-
tion and support from
the Hon'ble Sports Min-
ister. His encourage-
ment 5 4 tremeridous
metivation for 1 to
ocntinie our mission of
making golf mare acces-
sible and popular across
India. This is 2 huge step
forward for the spor,

n India

and wa are committed to
working togethar to nur-
ture the neat generation
of golfers,”

Uttam Mundy  ex-
prassad lis gratitude
to the Minister for his
suppert and said, "We
are thrilled with the
Ministr's kind words
and his strong support
for our efforts I's &
huge beost for every-
one inyalved with IGPL
and a testament to the
growing intersst in golf
in our country. This as-
sociabion with the gew-
emment will be key to
helping us find and riur-
ture futre champions,
bringing more glory to
India.”

With veteran stars
such as Jeov Milkha
Singh, Jyoti Randhawa,
Gaganjest Singh Bhul-
lar, Gaurav_Ghei, Shiv
Kapur, and 8P Chawra-
sia already confirmed as
Teen stars, there is tre-
mendous buzg for the
inaugura| sdition of
new, revamped style of
fast-paced profassional
goif format.

Kaustubh, Taanish Make Winning Starts in
Fenesta Open National Tennis Championship

New Delhi:

Tep sesd Kaustuth Sin-

gh of Utter Pradesh and
fourth  seed  Taanish
Nanda of Chandigarh
began their campaigns
with commanding wins
in the Boys' U-14 Singles
aategory cf the Penesta
Opsn National Tennis
Champicnstup at the
DLTA Complex in New
Dalhi en Tuesday (Deto-

er 7).

Raustubh shawcased
his dominance with a
strong g2 vidary over
Hariharan  Mshamuni,
wrapping up the match
in under an hour,

After  dropping the
cpening game, Kaustubh
found Tus ehythm quick-
ly, stringing together
cight eonseculive games
with powerful baseling
play and precise serves.
His consistsney and con-
trol proved too much for
his cppenent, who strug-
gled o keep up with the
top seed's tempo,

Meanwhile, Taanich
Nanda delivered ons of
the mast dinieal per-
farmances of the day,
demolishing  Rishav
Prasad 9-0. The: Chan-
digarh youngster was
in complete command
fram the start, breaking
serve at will and main-
taining near-parfect ac-

§ &

curacy on his own ger-
wice gamnes, His blend of
aggression and contral
ensured that his oppo-
nent failed to get on the
sacreboard,

Elsewhers, sixth saxd
Monadip Dey of West
Bengal also impressed
with a deminant o1
win over Ansh Jalota.
Dey usad deep returng
and strong coss-court
shots to control rallies
and conceded just one
game in the one-sided
encounter,

Supportsd by DCM
Shriram Ltd. and held
under the aegis of the
All Tndia Tennis Asso-
ciation (ATTA) and the
Dalhj Lawn Tenniis As-
sociation (DLTA), the
Penesta Open contin-

Defence wins matches: Patna Pirates
coach Randeep Dalal on his philosophy

Chenn:
PatnaPirat
deep Dalal expressad his
debght thhﬂpth-a toam’s
performance and credit-
»d the dafenos for play
ing & key role in the vic-
tery againat UP Yoddhas
in PKL Season 12.

Pamz Firates regis-
tered & convindng 36~
28 win over UP Yoddhas
at the SDAT Multi-Fur-
prse Indocr Stadium in
Chennai. Randesp was
impressed with tha way
his sids showed exoel-
lent ordination and
discipline, especidlly in
defencs, which helped
them contrel the match,

Randsep also praised
the players for gticking
to the plan and bourcing
back strongly after a few
close games, adding that
the win will boost their
confideics for the up-
ecoming matchzs,

“It was a convincing
game, and Im happy
that the team i back on
track. T think our team
is streng, and I was
confident about cur de-
fence. The defence real-
Iy stepped up and did a
great job: Ovarall, it was

escoach Ran-

Srong defaneaiv the real gam ewinner: Randesp Talal

remarkable carear mile-
stone of 500 points.
The-osach said Ayan
has been oconsistent
throughout the season
and continues to im-
prese with his calm and
composed approach on
the mat. Ha added that
Ayan’s matarityand skill
maka him ona of the kay
players for the team and
2 bright prospset for the

a good performance.
Yeg, we did over-tace
le-a faw times, but that
happens. What's impor-
tant is that we're find-
ing cur rhythm again.
Our captain led well,
and the entire defensive
unit worked tegather,”
he said as quatad from a
pressralesse from PKL.

Randeep alss praised
Ayan for his cutstind-
ing performance, as he
seorad 15 points in the

“Ayan is our supst
maich and reached 3

raider, He's  alresdy

seored over 500 peints
in such 4 youing cavesr.,
He emjoys his game,
stays calm wnder pres-
sure; and plays with ma-
turity beyond his years.
I've recently started
working with him, and T
can say he's 2 special fal-
ant - sharp, compesed,
and full of skill)' tha
coach said.
“He has sverything it
tobeoomea star in
the future. His defence
was strong today, and he

plaged & big rele in cur
win,” he farthier added.

The coach credited
the team's defance for
the victory, saying that
streng and  consisbant
defnding is what helps
teams win matches. He
added that while raiders
often get the spoflight,
it's the defenders who
form thebackbone of the
team and make the cru-
cial differanes in tight
games.

“f for my coaching
philoecphiy, T believe
defence wing: matches.
Raiders can =arn peints,
but if your defenders
don't hold strong, it's
hard to win. A good
tsam needs defenders
who suppest the raid-
ers and stay consistent
throughout. That's what
makssa complets unit.”

Captain Anlit also
expressed  his  happi-
ness after his team's
convincing  win. He
said the players showed
great teamwork and
discipline, especially in
deferice, which helpsd
them contrel the game
and secure an impor-
tant victory.

ues to be a vital plat-
form for nurturing In-
dia's next genemtion of
tennisstars.

In sddition to the
prastige of winning the
natienal title, the junior
players have extra mo-
tivation this year - the
winners and runners- up
in the U-16 and 114
singles categorias will
recaive a 126,000 tennis
scholarship each, aleng
with kit allowances.

Theearlyrounds of the
Penssta Open National
Tenis - Championshi
have dready provided
glimpsee of emerging
talent and promise o
weak of axcitinig match-
&8 as India's hrightest
young players battle for
naticnal glory.

What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and
evary 3x3 box comtaine the digit 1tc ¢, Every puzzle

has only correct salution.
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Viraj Madappa and Subash Tamang
share lead after round one

Bengaluru:

_ Begabw:
ollatas Vira| Madappa

and Mepal golfer Subash
‘Tamang posted sconss of
six-under 65 to hold the
joint lead after round
ana of the INR 1 crome
Bengaluru Open 2025
being playsd Kar-
nataka Golf Assodiation
(KGA) course in Ben-

five  players
bunched in tied third
place at five-under 66
included 8 Lankan: N.
Thangaraje,  Bangla-
desh’s Md Musj, Luc
know’s Sanjesy Kumar,
Chandigarh's  Akshay
Sharma, and Graater
Moida's Saptak Talwar.

The  highest-placed
ameng  the Bengalu-
ru-hased plagers wars
Marl Mutha R., Chikka-
rangappa &, and Mangy
8., all of whom shat fig
to be placsd tied 10th.
Defending  champion
AbhinayLohian, too, was
placed tied 15th,

Viraj Madapps, who
became the youngest
Indian to.win an inter-
national event af the age
of 20 at KGA in 2018,
made a steady start with
three birdiss and a bo-
gy on the bedc nine:

" alappe, Tarmg shanw he op spotafies Found |

start  today  despite
missing out on my prac-
tice round,” Virs) said.

“T'we playad som e good
golf after winning cn the
PGTI enrlior this year,
but I've samehow not
put tegether four good
rounds. That's what Tl
look tovdo this wesk," he
added.

Subash Tamang's out-
standing tes shots re
stlted in & strong back-
nine for him, where he
oollected five birdies:
Subash addad two meee
birdies cn the front ning
‘before drapping hisonly
bogey of the day on the
dosing ninth hole.

Wadappa then powered
a.lieaclp Ffiiﬁ ﬁwﬁmﬁe{
and a bogey on the front
ning, whers he produced
sote exoiptional welge
shots and a 55-foot oon-
version.

“I missed my, practios
round here at KGA as
I was playing overssas
last wesk. However, my
famillarity with KGA
always helps as T'we
playad here for a mum-
ber of years, My cad-
die, Seli, is also from
K34, and he knows the
oourse by the back of
his hand. T feel thess
factors contributed to
my getting off toa good
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Malti Chahar recalls
her first meeting with
cricketer MS Dhoni

New Delhi

ctor Malti Chah:

sister of cricketer

Deepak Chahar,

pened up about

her 'wow' moment when she

met the former Indian crick-

et World Cup-winning cap-

tain Mahendra Singh Dhoni
in2018.

Malti Chahar is the latest
wildcard entry in Bigg Boss
19. The actress who is
known for her performance
in the movie 'Genius'is cur-
rently creating a buzz in the
entertainment industry.

The actress recalled her
first meeting with MS
Dhoni, saying that the for-
mer Indian captain was the
first ericketer she ever met in
her life.

Fondly adressing the
cricketer as Mahi Bhaiya,
Malti said, "I met Mahi
Bhaiya for the first time
when my brother was play-
ing for CSK. He asked me if
1 wanted to meet Mahi. I
said yes, why not? This was
my first time meeting a
cricketer."

Malti described MS Dhoni
as a "sweet" person while
ng the cricketer's

"aura" and nature,

While sharing the details
of the meeting, the actress
continued, "I had gone to
Chennai for a shoot. So, the

team had stopped in Chen-
nai. That was in 2018. It
was the first time that Twas
meeting a cricketer, and it
was Mahi Bhaiya. I really
loved his aura. He is a very
sweet person. He is a dar-
ling."

Malti Chahar's brother,
Deepak Chahar, shares a
special bond with the former
Indian captain on and off the
field.

MS Dhoni hasled India in
200 ODI matches, winning
110 and losing 74. Five
games were tied, while 11
failed to produce a result. He
has a winning percentage
of 55.

As for Malti Chahar, the
actress is currently creat-
ing abuzz in the Bigg Boss
house due to her interaction
with her fellow contestant
Tanya Mittal.

In the recent episode of
Bigg Boss 19, the 'Genius'
film star, in a conversation
with Tanya Mittal, notified
the latter about the public
reactions to her unusual
statements, like not knowing
what things to carry before
a shower, her bodyguards
saving lives at Mahakumbh,
her family calling her "boss",
and that her house looks
like a 5-star or 7-star hotel,
with an entire floor dedi-
cated only to her clothes.
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Shweta Tripathi excited
about 'Mirzapur: The

Movie' in Varanasi

New Delhi
ctor Shweta Tri-
pathi has started
shooting
'Mirzapur: The

Movie" in Varanasi.
Excited to reprise herrole
of Golu, Shweta in a press
note said, "Goluis not justa
character for me; she has
been a companion, a part of
my life for so many years. To
see her journey unfold on
the big screen is over-
whelming and surreal. Be-
naras is like my second
home; it is so special be-
cause so many of my mile-
stones are connected to this

for

Folk singer
Maithili Thakur
awaits official
nod to contest
Bihar polls

Patna (Bihar)
Folk singer Maithili

Thakur led to grow-

city."
She added, "From

Masaan to Mirzapur sea-

sons 1 and 2,

from Es- Ex-

cape

cited to reprise

every project here has given
me something unforget-
table. My trainer, Tridev
Pandey, who is like a
brother to me, is
also from Be-

her role of Golu,

Shweta in a press note
said, "Golu is not just a
character for me; she has
been a companion, a
part of my life for so
many years.

Kalkoot,

Shahana Goswami's film
'Santosh' to be out on

even more
personal.
This
beautiful
city  of
worship
keeps call-
ing me back,
and 1 keep re-
turning for its peo-
ple, its food, and the

love it has always given me."
The film adaptation of
the Prime Video crime
thriller series, which ex-
plores power dynamics and
the criminal underworld in
the heartland of northern
India, is set to debut in
2026, with series creator
Puneet Krishna at the helm
and Gurmmeet Singh, who
has previously directed 17
episodes of the series, as a
director, as per Variety.
Following the theatrical
window, the film will stream
on Prime Video across 240
territories after an eight-
week exclusivity period.

OTT on October 17

Mumbai

ing speculation that she
may contest in the upcom-
ing Bihar assembly elec-
tions.

Maithili Thakur neither
confirmed nor denied the
possibility of her contesting
the Bihar elections. The
folk singer expressed her
interest in gaining power
through politics to bring
about change in her vil-
lage in terms of develop-
ment.

On reports of her con-
testing in the Bihar elec-
tions, the folk and devo-
tional singer said, "I am
very excited with the man-
ner in which I have been
seeing the photos and arti-
cles. Tam curious, but I am
waiting for an official an-
nouncement. I want to go
back to my village, but if T
get the authority to serve
my region, there will be
nothing bigger than that
for me. My goal is to have
the power to bring about a
change.

hahana Goswami-
starrer 'Santosh’ is
all setto kickstart its
digital journey.

The film, which was earli-
er screened at Cannes Film
Festival, will be out on Li-
onsgate Play on October 17.

Shahana described 'San-
tosh' as a film that is very
close to her heart.

" A beautifully written sto-
1y, depicted truthfully, hold-
ing up a mirror to us of the
world we live in, that we
haveall helped create. Sand-
hya Suri, the writer and di-
rector, has crafted some-
thing so meaningful and
touching, The film has been
shown all over the world,
starting its journey at the
Cannes Film Festival in
2024, and has been greatly
appreciated by critics and
the public alike. All the actors
in Santosh are brilliant, but
1 will especially speak of
Sunita Rajwar, who has done
an excellent job playing a
very complex character. It

Ayushmann Khurrana
shares a piece of
advice for youth

Mumbai

ctor Ayushmann

Khurrana  has

come a long way

in his
From his early days as ara-
dio jockey to becoming one
of the industry's most bank-
able stars, his journey stands
as ashining example of what
dedication and talent can
help an outsider achieve in
Indian cinema.

Today, Ayushmann serves
as a role model for countless
youngsters, especially as-
piring actors. And guess
what? The 'Andhadhun' star
has shared golden advice
forthem while speaking with
ANI on the sidelines of FIC-
CI Frames 2025 in Mumbai
on Tuesday.

"Always respect your par-
ents. I believe self-awareness
is essential for success and
moving forward. Work hard
on yourself. Be disciplined,”
he emphasised.

Ayushmann also urged
the youth to stay away from
distractions if possible.

"Stay away from bad
habits. True suceess lies in
mastering control over your
senses. If you stay away

career.

from distractions, whether it
is social media or drugs, al-
cohol...I believe a healthy
body nurtures a healthy
mind and that, tome, is the
true measure of success,”
he added.

Meanwhile, on the acting
front, Ayushmann is all set
to come up with "Thamma'
this Diwali.

"Thamma' is produced by
Dinesh Vijan and Amar
Kaushik under the banner of
Maddock Films. It has been
written by Niren Bhatt,
Suresh Mathew, and Arun
Fulara.

Ayushmann described
‘Thamma' as one of his
biggest films in terms of

scale.
o0 e

was a joy working with her
and watching her become
Geeta Sharma. You will see
her in a completely new
avatar. I cannot wait for
everyone in India to finally
be able to watch the film,"
she shared.

As per a press note, the
film follows Santosh, ayoung
widow who inherits her late
husband's po-
lice posi-
tion

through

compassionate
appointment. What begins
as a symbolic placement
quickly turns into a reckon-
ing when she is assigned to
the investigation of a Dalit

A beautifully
written story, depicted
truthfully, holding up a
mirror to us of the world we

live in, that we have all
helped create. Sandhya Suri,
the writer and director, has
crafted something so
meaningful and
touching.

teenager's rape and murder.
Partnered with Inspector
Sharma, Santosh is forced
to navigate a landscape
where evidence is

buried under 48
prejudice,
power
shields
per-
pe-

bends in the di-
rection of those
who write it.

Directed by Sandhya Suri
and produced by Good
Chaos, Cinefrance Studios,
and MetFilm Production,
‘Santosh'
ta Rajwar.

so features Suni-

and the law :

Grammy Award-winning
guitarist Tom Morello
announces his India Tour

New Delhi
Grammy Award-winning
guitarist Tom Morello is all
setto perform in India.

The legendary musician
will headline a three-city
tour with performances in
Gurugram on December 17
at HUDA Gymkhana, Mum-
bai on December 19 at MM-
RDA G-Txt Grounds and
Bengaluru on December 21
at Phoenix Marketcity,
Whitefield, read a press
note.

Co-produced by Tom
Morello and BookMyShow
Live, the live entertainment
experiential division of
BookMyShow, this marks
Morello'slong-awaited India
debut.

Excited about India tour,
Tom Morello said, "India
has always been on my map

- a country with a passionate
audience that has followed
my music and message for
years. To finally bring these
songs to life on stage in In-
diais ineredibly special. Mu-
sicis about connection, rev-
olution and soul and I can-
not wait to share that ener-
gy with fans in India this De-
cember."

Morello's virtuosity has
long transcended genre
boundaries, fusing ferocious
riffs with experimental son-
ic landscapes that redefined
what the electric guitar could
be.

Dwayne Johnson breaks silence
on poor performance of "The
Smashing Machine' in theatres

Washington

ctor  Dwayne

Johnson experi-

enced the worst

¢ office opening

of his career with 'The
Smashing Machine', the film
that debuted to a rough 5.9
million USD domestically,
reported Variety. The actor
has now reacted to the box
office collection of the movie.

Taking to his Instagram
handle on Monday. John-
son praised director Benny
Safdie for changing his life
with the film and pointed
out the volatile nature of the
"box office” collections in
the world of cinema.

"From deepin my grateful
bones, thank you to everyone
who has watched 'The
Smashing Machine'. In our
storytelling world, you can't
control box office results -
but what I realised you can
control is your performance,
and your commitment to
completely disappearand go
elsewhere. And I will always
run to that opportunity,”
wrote Dwayne Johnson.

|
While expressing his grat-
itude to director Benny

Safdie for casting him in the
role of MMA fighter Mark

Kerr, the actor wrote, "It was
my honour to transform in
this role for my director,
Benny Safdie. Thank you
brother for believing in me.
Truth is this film has
changed my life. With deep
gratitude, respect and radical
empathy, DJ."

"The Smashing Machine'
cratered in third place at the
box office with 5.9 million
USD from 3.345 venues, re-
ported Variety.

The ticket sales were below
projections of 8 million to 15
million USD and marked a
career low for Johnson, be-
low his 2010 thriller'Faster',
according to the outlet.

It's also a blow to As4,
which spent 50 million USD
to produce the movie and
many millions more on pro-
motional efforts, including
stops at Venice and Toronto
Film Festival, reported Vari-
ety.

"The Smashing Machine'
was largely acclaimed when
it premiered at Venice, with
Safdie winning the fest's best
director prize.



