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Atleast 20 dead as heavy rains
trigger landslides in Darjeeling

B Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee described the flood situation in North Bengal as “grave” and
said she would visit the region on Monday to assess the damage.

Darjeeling (WB

t least 20 people,
including several
hildren, died and

several others injured as
incessant heavy rainfall
triggered multiple land-
slides across the Mirik
and Darjeeling hills in
the northern part of
West Bengal on Sunday,
sweeping away homes,
damaging roads and cut-
ting off several remote
hamlets, officials said.
According to reports
compiled by the NDRF
and the district admin-
istration, fatalities were
reported from several lo-
cations - Sarsaly, Jasbir-
gaon, Mirik Basti, Dhar
Gaon (Mechi), Nagrakata
and Mirik Lake area.
According to the NDRF
statement at least 11 peo-
ple have died in Mirik, the
worst affected area in the
landslide, and seven in-

jured have been rescued
from the area.
In Darjeeling, sev-

en people died and the
rescue operations were
underway with the help
of police, local adminis-
tration and disaster re-
sponse teams.

"Seven deaths have
been reported due to a
major landslide in Dar-

Chief Minister Mam-
ata Banerjee announced
c ion for the vic-

jeeling subdivision trig-
gered by heavy rainfall
since last night. The res-
cue and relief work is on,"
Darjeeling Sub-Division-
al Officer (SDO) Richard
Lepcha said.

tims without specifying
the amount and the num-
ber of deaths and said she
would visit north Bengal
on October 6 to assess
the situation in the region
where a large number of

US has to respect India’s ‘red lines’

New Delhi:
ny trade deal be-
tween India and

he United States
has to respect New Del-
hi’s ‘red lines’ and efforts
are underway to find a
‘landing ground’, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on Sun-
day amid strain in ties
between the two coun-
tries over Washington,
DC’s policy on tariff.

In an interactive ses-
sion at an event, Jais-
hankar acknowledged
having issues between
India and the US and
that many of them are
linked to the inability
to firm up the proposed
trade deal.

The external affairs
minister said an under-
standing on trade be-
tween the two sides was
necessary as the US is
the world’s largest mar-
ket but at the same time
noted that India’s red
li.ses should be respect-
ed.

“We have today issues
with the United States.
A big part of it is the fact
that we have not arrived

External Affairs Minister § Jaishankar

at a landing ground for
our trade discussions,
and the inability so far
to reach there has led to
a certain tariff being lev-
ied on India,” he said.

Jaishankar was speak-
ing at the discussion on
the theme ‘Shaping For-
eign Policy in Turbulent
Times' at the Kautilya
Economic Enclave.

“In addition, there is a
second tariff which we
have publicly said we

regard as very unfair,
which has picked on
us for sourcing energy
from Russia when there
are other countries that
have done so, including
countries that right now
have a far more antago-
nistic relationship with
Russia than we do,” he
said.

The relations between
New Delhi and Wash-
ington have been reeling
under severe stress after

40 killed in landslides floods
triggered by downpour in Nepal

Kathmandu:

t least 40 people
have been killed in
ifferent places of

eastern Nepal till Sun-
day morning and five
have gone missing due
to landslides and floods
triggered by downpour
since last night.

As many as 37 people
were killed in different
places of Ilam district
in Koshi province due
to landslides following
heavy rainfall on Satur-
day night, the National
Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and M

Of the 37, eight peo-
ple each were killed in
Deumai and Maijogmai

icipalities, six each

Authority (NDRRMA)
said in a press release.

in Ilam municipality
and Sandakpur rural

municipality, five in
Suryodaya municipali-
ty, three in Mangsebung
and one in Fakfokthum
village, according to the
NDRRMA.

One person died in
Panchthar due to land-
slide and one each were
killed in Khotang and
Udayapur districts as
they were swept away
by floods, said the of-
ficial.

Four people have
gone missing from Ra-
suwa district as they
were swept away by
floods. A person buried
in landslide in Panch-
thar district has also
gone missing.

Nepal Army, Nepal
Police and Armed Police
Force personnel were in-
volved in carrying out res-
cue operations. Agency

tourists have also been
affected.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also expressed
condolences over the
deaths and said the sit-
uation in Darjeeling and
surrounding areas is be-
ing closely monitored in
the wake of heavy rains

Jaishankar

® Jaishankar said India is
pretty clear about its
approach

Trump doubled tariffs
on Indian goods to a
whopping 50 per cent
including a 25 per cent
additional duties for In-
dia’s purchase of Rus-
sian crude oil.

India described the US
action as ‘unfair, unjus-
tified and unreasonable’.

“Whatever happens at
the end of the day, there
has got to be a trade
understanding with the
US...because it is the
world’s largest market
but also because much
of the world has reached
those understandings,”
Jaishankar said.

“But it has to be an un-
derstanding where our
bottom lines, our red
lines are respected. In
anyagreement, there are
things you can negotiate
and there are things you
can’t,” he said.

Jaishankar said India
is pretty clear about its
approach. Agency

and landslides.

At least 40 people were
rescued from the debris
in Dhar Gaon, Nagar-
akata, where heavy mud-
slides flattened several
houses.

Stating that the loss
of lives is tragic, North
Bengal Development
Minister Udayan Guha
told that the situation is
"alarming".

Leader of the Opposi-
tion Suvendu Adhikari
claimed he has infor-
mation that the disaster
claimed 21 lives.

The landslides disrupt-
ed traffic movement on
key routes, including the
Mirik-Sukhiapokhri road,
while  communication
lines to several hilltop set-
tlements were snapped.

The CM said she will
visit North Bengal on
Monday to assess the
situation and is current-
ly monitoring develop-
ments from the control
room at the state secre-
tariat Nabanna.

Speaking to TV9Q Bang-
la news channel over the
phone, Banerjee described
thessituation as "grave".

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Bihar Assembly polls
to be held before
November 22: EC

Patna

hief Election Com-

missioner (CEC)

Gyanesh ~ Kumar
on Sunday said that
elections in Bihar will be
held before November
22, when the term of the
State Assembly ends.

Kumar said Bihar has
243 assembly constit-
uencies, including two
reserved for STs and 38
for SCs.

Addressing a press
conference in Patna, the
CEC Gyanesh Kumar
said, "Bihar has 243
assembly constituen-
cies - 2 for STs and 38
for SCs. The term of the
Bihar Legislative Assem-
bly ends on November
22, 2025, and elections
will be held before that
time.. The Election
Commission trained
booth-level officers for
the first time... SIR was
launched on June 24,
2025, and completed by

the deadline..."

Kumar congratulated
voters on the success-
ful completion of the
Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) and urged
the people of Bihar to
participate actively in
the upcoming assembly
elections.

He appealed to all
voters to treat voting as
a festival of democracy,
just like the enthusiasm
shown during Chhath,
and ensure full partici-
pation at the polls.

"We congratulate the
voters of India. Thank
you to everyone for the
successful SIR process.
1 appeal to all the vot-
ers of Bihar to celebrate
this festival of democ-
racy with the same en-
thusiasm as you cele-
brate Chhath. Everyone
should vote and ensure
their participation,” Ku-
mar said.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

No handshake again! India,
Pakistan skip pleasantries

Colombo:

he tension be-

tween India and

Pakistan’s cricket
teams resurfaced once
again — this time at the

Women’s World Cup
2025 in Colombo — as
captains Harmanpreet

Kaur and Fatima Sana
pointedly skipped the
customary handshake at
the toss on Sunday.
What seemed like a
small gesture — or its
absence — was in fact a
continuation of India’s
quiet but firm no-hand-
shake stance against
Pakistan, mirroring
the deepening off-field
strain between the two
boards that has now
spilled into both men’s
and women’s cricket.
While the ICC does not
mandate  handshakes
in its official guidelines,
teams are expected to
uphold the spirit of the
game. The omission,
however, underscores
the growing frost in In-

do-Pak cricket ties amid
rising diplomatic and
sporting tensions.

This latest instance
follows a similar episode
during the men's Asia
Cup 2025, when Surya-
kumar Yadav’s Indian side
chose not to shake hands
with their Pakistani coun-
terparts after the group-
stage match. The incident
snowballed, with Pakistan
captain Salman Ali Agha
skipping his post-match

interview and the PCB
later releasing footage of
their private discussion
with match referee Andy
Pycroft.

That leaked meeting
— where Pakistan report-
edly demanded Pycroft's
removal from the tourna-
ment — led to an official
reprimand for the PCB,
further straining ties be-
tween the two nations’
cricketing bodies.

Agency

Cough syrup Kkills 14 children in MP, doctor arrested

} Bhopal:

olice have arrested
Pa doctor for alleged

negligence and reg-
istered a case against the
manufacturer of a ‘toxic’
cough syrup after the
death of 14 children in
Chhindwara due to sus-
pected renal failure, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

The Madhya Pradesh
government has banned
the sale of Coldrif cough
syrup, with officials stat-
ing the drug samples
have been found to con-
tain a highly toxic sub-
stance.

Of the children who
died, 11 were from Par-
asia sub-division, two
from Chhindwara city
and one from Chaurai
tehsil.

The Coldrif cough
syrup, manufactured by

R B

Sresan Pharmaceutical,
Kancheepuram  (Tamil
Nadu), has been blamed
for the death of 11 chil-
dren in Parasia area of
Chhindwara district, Su-
perintendent of Police
Ajay Pandey told report-
ers.

1%, SO

A case has been regis-
tered at Parasia police
station against the com-
pany and Dr Praveen
Soni, who, despite being
a government doctor in
Chhindwara, was prac-
tising at a private clinic
and prescribed the syr-

up, he said.

A special team from
Kotwali police arrest-
ed Dr Soni from Rajpal
Chowk in Chhindwara
late Saturday night after
the FIR was registered
against him, the SP said.

The doctor has been
booked for negligence
and preseribing  the
medicine even after its
adverse effects on chil-
dren for nearly a month.

The manufacturer had
been charged as it was
supplying contaminated
syrup, as per the test re-
port, Pandey said.

The government on
Sunday also suspend-
ed Dr Soni from service.
He has been attached
to the health depart-
ment regional officer in
Jabalpur, as per an or-
der. Agency




NATIONAL

Atleast 20
dead as heavy
rains trigger
landslides in
Darjeeling
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"Due to incessant rain
in Bhutan, the water has
overflowed into North
Bengal. This disaster is
unfortunate - natural ca-
Jamities are beyond our
control. We are deeply
saddened. T held wrlual
meetings with officials
of five affected districts
along with the chief sec-
retary. I have been mon-
|tor|ng the situation since
6am,” she said.

The chief minister said
she would leave for North
Bengal on Monday after-
noon, accompanied by
Chief Secretary Manoj
Pant and monitor the sit-
uation from Siliguri.

She had decided to go
there after the conclusion
of the Durga Puja Carni-
val in Kolkata on Sunday,
in which over 100 puja
committees will take part.

According to Banerjee,
more than 300 millime-
tres of rainfall occurred
in just 12 hours, eaus-
ing severe flooding and
landslides across at least
seven locati She com-
pared the situation to
the intense flooding that
Kolkata experienced last
month during the festive
season.

"There has been con-
tinuous, heavy rain for
12 hours. Landslides
have occurred at seven
locations, 1 am keeping a
close watch and hope to
reach by around 3 pm on
Monday," she said.

Thousands of tour-
ists have been stranded
across the region due to
the landslides and road
blockages. The CM as-
sured them that the state
government would make
arrangements to  bring
them back safely and ap-
pealed to tourists not to
panic or rush to leave.

"Many tourists are
stranded. 1 request them
not to hurry. Please stay
where you are. Hotels
must not overcharge
them. Their safety is our
responsibility, and the
administration will en-
sure that," she said,

Banerjee also  an-
nounced that the families
of those killed in the dis-
aster would receive gov-
ernment  compensation
and employment for one
of their members, though
she did not specify the
amount.

A senior police officer
said heavy and contin-
uous rain has severely
hampered rescue opera-
tions.

"The terrain is slip-
pery, and several hous-
es have been damaged.
The extent of damage
is still being assessed.
Earthmovers are finding
it extremely difficult to
operate on these slopes,”
he said
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Railway Board sanctions 3396 Cre for
Doubling Ranaghat—Bangaon Section

__TSN/Gorakhpur
e Railway Board
has approved over
%306 crore for the
doubling of the Ran-
aghat—Bangaen railway
SECTiOn, a move cxpect-
ed to significantly en-
hance connectivity and
socio-economic  devel-
opment in West Bengal.
This 32.93 km stretch,
part of Eastern Rail-
way's Sealdah division,
links Bangaon near the
Bangladesh border with
the ~ Sealdah—Krishnan-
agar main line, provid-
ing a shorter and faster
route for both freight
and passenger move-
ment between Nadia
and North 24 Parganas
districts,

Currently  operating
as a single-line network,
the section connects
stations such as Coop-
er's ITalt, Naba Rayna-
gar Halt, Gangnapur,
Majhergram,  Akaipur
Halt, Gopalnagar, and
Satberia. With growing
population and increas-
ing demand for efficient
logistics, the doubling
project is expected to
ease congestion, reduce

delays, and allow seam-
less movement of trains
along this vital corridor.

The project will in-
clude a total of nine sta-
tions and two Limited
Height Subways, one
between Ranaghat and
Majhergram and anoth-
er between Majhergram
and Gapalnagar. Ran-
aghat Junetion lies on

Greater Noida
Authority to renovate
20 theme parks

Staff Reporter
~ Noida:
The Greater Noida Au-
thority is going to ren-
ovate as many as 20
theme parks of the city
including City Park.

Along with the gener-
al parks, theme based
special parks have also
been developed in the
Alpha, Beta, Gamma,
Delta ete sectors of the
city. Currently these
parks are in poor shape
due to lack of main-
tenance. Even regular
cleaning is not being
done. In view of this,
the authority has pre-
pared an action plan
for the renovation of
the dilapidated theme
parks.

In the first phase, 21
theme parks have been
identified. According to
the official concerned,
the theme parks will
be renovated and
equipped with grass,
plantings,  seulptures,
pathways, huts, open
gyms, garden bench-
es, swings, decoralive
lights, and fountains.
To ensure this work is
carried out efficient-
ly, the assistance of
specialized companies
involved in the gar-
den business is being
sought. Work will com-
mence after consulting
the experts, Agencies
will soon submit pres-

entations.

The Greater Noida
Authority will shortlist
agencies  specialisaed
in three categories: ar-
chitecture, decoration,
and landscaping. The
27 agencies that have
come forward for this
work will submit pres-
entations soon. Accord-
ing to the sources , the
renovation of the theme
parks will be based on
the suggestions and ad-
vice of experts, Rainwa-
ter harvesting will also
be implemented to con-
serve rainwater.

The renovation work
is expected to begin
in the next one to two
months. The  Great-
er Noida Authority is
preparing to develop
theme based parks like
Ayurveda Park, Waste
to Wonder Park (Amaz-
ing India Park), Chil-
dren Park, Science ctc.

All these parks will
span 15 to 20 acre. The
site has been identified
and the process has
begun. The process of
enlisting expert agen-
cies for this purpose
is underway. Based
on expert advice and
suggestions,

the Sealdah—Krishnan-
agar—Lalgola main line,
while Bangaon Junction
connects the Sealdah/
Kolkata—Dum Dum—
Bangaon-Petrapole
route near the interna-
tional border. The intro-
duction of AC EMU local
train services between
Ranaghat and Sealdah
via Bangaon has already

enhanced passenger
connectivity, and the
doubling projeet  will
further strengthen these
services,

With current capacity
utilization of 114%, the
single-line section expe-
riences frequent conges-
tion, affecting both pas-
senger and freight traffic.
Doubling the line is ex-

Currently operating as
a single-line network,
the section connects
stations such as Coop-
er’s Halt, Naba Rayna-
gar Halt, Gangnapur,
Majhergram, Akaipur
Halt, Gopalnagar, and
Satberia.

pected to remove cross-
ing delays, improve trav-
el times, and support
additional freight traffic
of 0.88 million tonnes
per annum. Tt will also
allow up to 10 additional
passenger trains daily in
each direction, gemerat-
ing projected revenue of
%8.66 crore.

Beyond logistical and
economic benefits, the
doubling of the Ran-
aghat—Bangaon section
is set to create significant
social overheads for the
local  population.  Tm-
proved train services will
facilitate easier commut-
ing, boost regional con-
nectivity, and contribute
to the overall ease of
ing for residents of Nadia
and North 24 Parganas.

Jaishankar flags rise of contactless wars,
calls it a turning point in global conflict

Mitali
New Delhi

At the 4th Kautilya Eco-

nomic Conclave in New
Delhi, BExternal Affairs
Minister Dr. S. Jais-
hankar offered a sharp
analysis of the changing
nature of global conflict,
warning that the world
has entered an “era of
contactless warfare.” In
a thou§hr provoking ad-
dress, he said that both
the nature of weaponry
and the conduet of war
have undergone a funda-
mental transformation,
altering the very foun-
dation of international
security.

Citing examples from
recent conflicts across
the world—from the
Azerbaijan-Armenia
clashes and the ongoing
Ukraine-Russia war to
tensions between Israel
and  Tran—Jaishankar
highlighted how tech-
nology has made it possi-
ble to wage wars without
physical  engagement.
These “stand-off” or re-
mote warfare methods,
e said, can now achieve
decisive outcomes with-
out troops ever coming
inta direct contact.

“This is a time when
the nature of weapon-
ry and the nature of
war has fundamentally

| d”  Jaishankar

development work wﬂl
be carried out through
tenders, said Srilaksh-
mi VS, ACEO, the
Greater Noida Author-
ity.

remarked, pointing out
that precision and reach
have become as critical
as manpower and ter-
ritory once were, The
minister noted that this

All-girls team of Mission ShakthISAT meets President Murmu

New Delhi
Girl students from rural
Madhya Pradesh, who
are part of a team de-
veloping a spacecraft
-- ShakthiSAT -- that
will be sent to the Moon,
called on  President
Droupadi Murmu.

The students, part of a
global, all-girls initiative
of Chennai-based space
start-up Space Kidz In-
dia, met the president at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan
last week and presented
an update on the Mis-
sion ShakthiSAT under
which they plan to send
a satellite to the low-
earth orbit in December
and to the Moon next

"Mission ShakthiSAT
stands as an unprece-
dented global model for
STEM  empowerment,
uniting 12,000 students
from 108 nations in the
collaborative effort to
design, develop, and de-
ploy a spacecraft on the
surface of the Moon,"
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Srimathy Kesan, found-
er and CEO of Space
Kidz India, tald PTT.

The participating
students from Madhya
Pradesh, many of whom
are first-generation
learners from rural and
government schools,
truly embody the na-
tion's vision of inclusive
growth, Kesan said.

She said the girls are
transforming from eager
learners into confident
innovators, mastering
orbital mechanics, sat-
ellite subsystems, and
coding.

"Their remarkable
journey reflects Tndia's
aspirations for a future
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driven by education,
empowerment, Aqu sei-
entific progress,” Kesan
said.

As part of the mission,
two payloads will be
developed, one for Low
Earth Orbit (LEO) and
another for the Moon.

The LEO payload will
be launched from In-
dia's launchpad at Sri-
harikota and serve as a
precursor to the Moon
mission.

Discussions are also
underway with iSpace,
Japan, to explore a po-
tential ride-share op-
portunity on their Re-
silience mission to the
Moon.
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During the interaction,
lI\e young students con-
to Murmu how
Mmilon ShakthiSAT has
instilled in them confi-
dence, resilience, and a
sense of global belong-
ing, Kesan said.

By engaging 108 stu-
dents from each par-
ticipating country, the
mission seeks to nurture
talent, foster interna-
tional collaboration, and
ignite interest in the vast
possibilities of space sci-
ence, ultimately creating
a ripple effect that in-
spires millions of young
girls  worldwide, the
statement said.

Chennai-headquar-
tered Space Kidz India
has launched 19 Bal-
loonSats, three Subor-
bital Payloads, and four
Orbital ~ Satellites, It
claims to be the first or-
ganisation in the world
to have launched sat-
ellites with the help of
high school and college
students.
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shift is redefining strate-
gic thinking, as nations
increasingly rely on
drones, cyber tools, and
long-range systems to
project power.
Jaishankar also spoke
about the parallel trans-
formation taking place
in the global political
and economic order. ITe
observed that resistance
to globalization is gain-
ing ground in many re-
gions, leading to shifts
in alliances and trade
patterns. This backlash,
he suggested, is forcing
countries to recalibrate
not just their diplomatic
positions but also their
strategic priorities.
“The world today
is seeing a pushback
against  globalization,
and this has implica-
tions for how diplo-

macy and conflict are
managed,” he said, em-
phasizing that techno-
logical innovation and

political realignments
are now deeply inter-
twined.

The minister's re-
marks captured a broad-
er global reality—one
where warfare extends
beyond the battlefield,
and influence is asserted
through technology, in-
telligence, and precision
rather than sheer force.
As the boundaries be-
tween physical and digital
contflict blur, Jaishankars
message underscored a
defining challenge of the
215t century: how na-
tions adapt to a world
where the tools of war
are changing faster than
the polities that govern
them.

Bihar Assembly polls to be
held before November 22: EC
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Kumar also praised
Bihar's booth-level of-
ficers for their outstand-
ing work in cleaning the
voter list. [Te said 90,217
officers set an example
for the entire country.

"Recently, the voter
list cleansing work was
carried out in Bihar,
and the booth-level of-
ficers present before
us not only carried out
the work of cleansing
the voter list in their
booths, but 90,217
booth-level officers
of Bihar performed a
work that is exempla-
ry across the country...
Just as Vaishali in Bi-
har showed the world
the path to democracy.
Together, you will be-
come a source of inspi-
ration for the country
in the work of cleansing
the voter list," he said.

The Election Com-
mission officials were
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on a two-day review
visit to the state.

The electoral battle in
Bihar is largely antici-
pated to be a direct con-
test between the ruling
National  Democratic
Alliance (NDA), led by
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, and the Ma-
hagathbandhan, spear-
headed by the Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal (RJD).

In the 243-member
Bihar Assembly, the
NDA currently holds
131 seats -- P 8o,
JD(U) 45, HAM(S) 4,
an: two Independ-
ents -- while the Ma-
hagathbandhan holds
111 seats, comprising
RJD 77, Congress 19,
CPI(ML) 11, CPI(M) 2,
and CPI 2,

Political activity has
intensified across the
State, with parties trad-
ing charges and ramping
up campaigns ahead of
the high-stakes election.

Punjab grenade attack:
NIA charges four in High-

Profile terror c

ase, spotlight

on banned outfit BKI

TSN/New Delhi

In a significant break-
through in  Punjab's
high-profile grenade
attack case, the Nation-
al Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) has filed a
chargesheet against four
individuals aceused ol
orchestrating the strike
on the residence of for-
mer Punjab minister
Manoranjan Kalia. The
attack took place on the
night of April 7, 2025,
in Jalandhar, sending
shockwaves across the
political landscape and
reigniting concerns
about the resurgence of
banned extremist net-
works.

According to the NIA,
the chargesheet names
two arrested individuals
— Saidul Ameen from
Amrohain Uttar Pradesh
and Abhijot Jangra from
Kurukshetra, Tlaryana
— along with two ab-
sconders, Kulbir Singh
Sidhu of Yamunanagar
and Manish alias Kaka
Rana of Karnal, Harya-
na. The four have been
booked under stringent
sections of the Unlawful
Activities  (Prevention)
Act (UAPA), the Explo-
sive Substances Act, and
various provisions of the
Indian Penal Code, as
detailed in case file RC-

Investigations  have
revealed that Kulbir Sin-
gh, a known operative of
the proseribed Babbar
Khalsa International
(BKI), masterminded
the plot. Ile allegedly
conspired with Manish
to target prominent po-
litical figures in Punjab.
Saidul Ameen, reeruit-
ed by Manish, is said to
have carried out the ac-
tual grenade attack us-

ing explosives provided
by Kulbir, while Abhijot
Jangra reportedly man-
aged the financial trans-
actions that supported
the operation.

Following the attack,
a poster attributed to
Kulbir surficed on so-
cial media, claiming re-
spansibility on behalf of
the BKI — a move that
investigators  describe
as hoth audacious and
symbolie of renewed at-
tempts by the banned
outfit to destabilize the
region,

The NIA has intensi-
fied efforts to trace the
absconders, with a Red
Corner Notice already
issued against Kulbir
Singh Sidhu, Authorities
have also announced a
reward of 10 lakh for
information leading to
his arrest. Officials say
that the case is not an
isalated act of violence
but part of a larger web
of sleeper cells seeking
to exploit Punjab’s polit-
ical and social sensitivi-
ties.

Investigators  believe
that the successful fil-
ing of this chargesheet
marks a critical step in
India’s counterterrorism
strategy. The agency’s
pursuit of the master-
minds behind the attack
reflects the country’s
growing focus on dis-
mantling organized ter-
ror networks before they
can strike again.

As the case moves
toward trial, the NIA's
findings underscore the
government’s resolve to
ensure that no extremist
group — domestic or for-
eign-backed — can find
safe haven or sympathy
within India’s borders.

Thackeray cousins meet
again amid alliance buzz

Mumbai

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray and
Maharashtra ~ Navnir-
man Sena (MNS) head
Raj Thackeray met again
on Sunday, this time for
a personal event, amid
speculation about the
cousins allying for the up-
coming local body polls.

The Thackeray cous-
ins attended the naming
ceremony of Shiv Sena
{UBT) MP Sanjay Raut's
grandchild in Mumbai.

Videos of Raj, Uddhav
and his MLA son Aadit-
vaThackeray, along with
Shiv Sena (UBT) leaders
Anil Desai and Milind
Narvekar chatting in a
playful mood surfaced
on social media.

The meetings between
Raj and Uddhay have
become more frequent
after their July 5 "vie-
tory" rally to celebrate
the Maharashtra gov-
ernment’s rollback of its
contentious orders on
three-language formula
for students of classes 1
to 5 amid charges of im-
position of 1Tindi in the
state dominated by Mar-
athi speakers.

Last month, former
state chief minister Ud-
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dhav Thackeray visited
the MNS president's
residence 'Shivtirth' in
area here to meet
the latter's mother, Kun-
da ‘'mavshi’ (mother's
sister). Both Raj and
Uddhav are maternal as
well as paternal cousins.
Uddhay visited
‘Shivtirth' in August also
on the occasion of the
Ganesh festival.
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Noida Authority to
cancel allotment of
plots vacant for
over 12 yrs

Noida

There is panic among resi-
dential plot owners in Noi-
da as the Noida Authority
has decided that the allot-
ments of those allottees who
have not constructed on
their plots even after more
than 12 years would be can-
celled.

The Noida Authority has
made it clear that the allot-
tees whose construction
work is ongoing will have to
getthe completion certificate
within the next sixmonths.
If the deadline is not met,
such plots in Noida will also
be cancelled.

Earlier, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath had ordered
the cancellation of allot-
ments of vacant industrial
plots in the state. He stated
that if the construction had
not been done even after al-
lotments of plots three years
ago, such allotment should
be cancelled.

Following this, Noida,
Greater Noida, and Yamuna
Authorities are now prepar-
ing their respective region-
al lists in this regard. Hun-
dreds of residential plots in
the city's older sectors have
been lying vacant for years.
Many were allotted more
than 12 years ago, but con-
struction hasn't begun. The
authority has now ordereda
list of all such plots. No ex-
tensions will be granted; in-
stead, the allotments will be
cancelled.

‘Ranathon’
held in Noida

Noida
A'Ranathon’ was held here
on Sundaywithan objective
to encourage people to
move forward together so
that every child could
progress.

The programme was or-
ganised by the Apeejay
Vidyalayaand it began with
Zumba exercises. Guinness
record-holding marathon
runner Madan Godara at-
tended this event as the
chief guest. He ran in a
dhoti, kurta, and slippers,
conveying the message of
presenting Indian culture
on the global stage.

Principal Dr. Neha Shar-
ma described it as a social
movement that integrates
education, health, inclu-
siveness, and cooperation. A

New Delhi

elhi Police seized

over 1,700 kg of

banned firecrack-

ers and arrested
seven men in multiple op-
erations across the nation-
al capital ahead of Diwali
this month, an official said
on Sunday.

The crackdown conduct-
ed by the crime branch of
the Delhi police in Dwarka,
Rohini, Uttam Nagar, Shas-
tri Nagar, Mukundpur and
Shahdara, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police Pankaj
Kumar said.

The operations were car-
ried out in line with the re-
cent Supreme Court's di-
rections to curb the storage
and sale of firecrackers to
tackle air pollution and en-
sure public safety, he said.
Delhi's air quality worsens
from October onwards and
last all through the winter.

The DCP said six men
were arrested in the raids
and 1,645 kg of fireworks
and a pickup truck were
impounded.

Another raid was carried

New Delhi
Shyam Lal College, Uni-
versity of Delhi, success-
fully hosted the Inter-Col-
lege Panel Discussion -
“Voice of Youth — 20257,
under the aegis of Vi-
marsh(The Reading Club),
Sarasvati IKS Centre, and
IQAC. The event provided a
dynamic platform for stu-
dents from various colleges
to exchange ideas and de-
liberate on

total of 1,400 participants
took partin the race. Races
were heldin 3, 5, 10, and 16
km categories . Cultural pro-
grammes, street plays, and
band performances en-
livened the event.

The winners were hon-
oured with medals. In the 5
kmmen's category, Aryavrat
stood first, Atul second and
Harsh third , in the 10 km
women's category, Geeta
stood first, Shalini second
and Shalet third. In the 16
km men's category, Dhanan-
jay, Ayush, Aamir stood first,
second and third and in the
16 km women's category,
Sona Yadav, Hemlata,
Meenakshi stood first, sec-
ond and third. All of them
were from the Pardada- Par-
dadi Education Society, Bu-
landshahr. Health services
were also provided by the
Indo Gulf organization.

Delhi Cong launches nationwide signa

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

The Delhi Congress, under
the leadership of President
Devender Yadav, has
launched a signature cam-
paign protesting what it de-
seribes as “vote theft” by the
BJP, allegedly in collusion
with the Election Commis-
sion. The campaign, which
‘began in Babarpur District,
has drawn significant pa
ticipation from a wide spec-
trum of the public, including
youth, shopkeepers, street
vendors, and laborers.

Addressing the initiative,

ary
themes such as data priva-
cy, Al ethics, mental health,
climate change, social me-
dia influence, education re-
forms, and the role of youth
in politics.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Prof. Rabi Narayan
Kar, Principal, Shyam Lal
College, appreciated the ini-
tiative and encouraged stu-
dents to engage in dialogues
that foster critical think-

&

out in northeast Delhi's
Mandoli, where 106 kg of
banned firecrackers were
recovered from a grocery
shop owner.

In the first operation, a
team unearthed a stockpile
of over 916 kg of banned
fireworks during coordi-
nated raids in Dwarka, Ro~
hini and Uttam Nagar, he
said.

"Acting on a tip-off, a
team arrested Akash Gupta

Shyam Lal College organizes
Inter-College Panel Discussion
“Voice of Youth - 2025”

learning. She emphasized
that initiatives like these
align with the National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) 2020
and contribute to holistic
student development be-
yond academics.

Dr. Seema Guglani, Con-
venor of Vimarsh (The
Reading Club), coordinat-
ed the event and shared
that Voice of Youth was
conceptualized to empow-
er students to articulate in-
formed perspectives on
contemporary issues, there-
by building confidence, col-
laboration, and critical
awareness.

The event witnessed en-
thusiastic participation
from several colleges across
Delhi-NCR. Participants
were given an initial one-
hour team discussion ses-
sion to brainstorm and re-
fine their viewpoints col-

ing, collaboration, and lead-
ership qualities. He em-
phasized the importance of
academic forums in shaping
socially responsible youth.
Prof. Kusha Tiwari, Direc-
tor, Sarasvati IKS Centre
and TQAC, elaborated on
the broader vision of the Vi-
marsh (The Reading Club),
highlighting how such pro-
grams nurture intellectual
curiosity, analytical rea-
soning, and collaborative

i

Yadav asserted that the BJP
regained power by under-
mining the people’s vote,
calling the alleged practice a
direct attack on democracy.

1 ively before the pan-
el presentations. The in-
teractive format proved
highly engaging, as each
panel presented their ideas
with ¢larity and conviction
before the moderators and
judges. Winners were
awarded cash prizes and
certificates, while all par-
ticipants were appreciated
for their insightful contri-
butions and spirited en-
gagement.

-y
He cited Rahul Gandh
cent exposé on the matter as
a catalyst for public aware-
ness, noting that it has
spurred widespread inter-
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(24), a grocery shop owner,
after 13 cartons and a sack
of assorted banned fire-
works were recovered from
his house," the DCP said.

During interrogation,
Gupta allegedly revealed
that he had procured the
fireworks from a pickup
driver, Chander Kant (36).
who was later caughtin Ro-
hini with another 400 kg of
illegal firecrackers in his
vehicle.

= £
Based on Chander Kant's
disclosure, police raided the
house of another man, Rishi
Raj (37), in Uttam Nagar,
recovering an additional
182 kg of banned fireworks,
the officer said.

In another operation, a
team arrested Rahul Sagar
(34). a resident of Shastri
Nagar, and seized 412 kg of
illegal firecrackers from his
residence.

Police said Sagar has four

Ahead of Diwali 1 700 kg firecrackers

seized in multiple raids in Delhi

previous criminal cases, in-
cluding those related to at-
tempt to culpable homicide,
hurt and violation of the
Delhi Excise Act, he said.

Another raid was carried
out in Mukundpur, Bha-
laswa Dairy area where
Sonu (30) was arrested and
311 kg of banned firecrack-
ers concealed in a residen-
tial building disguised as
an LED bulb manufacturing
unit was recovered, the of-
ficer said.

Ateam also caught Vishal
Sharma (34) selling banned
fireworks in the Ashok Na-
gar Market of Shahdara and
recovered 106 kg of illegal
stock from his possession.

Delhi Police also seized
106 kg of illegal firecrackers
from a grocery shop and
arrested a man in northeast
Delhi's Mandoli. Acting on
a tip-off, a team conducted
a raid at B-Block, Main
Mandoli Road.

Police said the accused
admitted his involvement
during interrogation and a
case has been registered at
Jyoti Nagar police station.

Lord Parashuram’s Life Is a Perfect Blend of
Wisdom, Courage & Righteousness: Delhi CM

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta spoke at the Inter-
State Brahmin Conference,
highlighting the life of Lord
Parashuram as a perfect
blend of wisdom, courage,
and righteousness.

She emphasized that
dharma involves not just
actions but also our respon-
sibilities to society. Gupta
praised the Brahmin com-
munity for their role in guid-
ing society through knowl-
edge, culture, and faith, un-
derlining the Delhi Govern-
ment's commitment to pro-
viding equal opportunities
for everyone.

The event included vari-
ous dignitaries and mem-
bers of the Brahmin com-
munity from across the na-
tion. The Chief Minister en-

il 05

couraged the community to
take inspiration from Lord
Parashuram's ideals, stat-
ing that unity is essential
fortrue progress. She noted
that the Brahmin ¢commu-
nity has upheld important
values such as righteous-
ness, education, and har-
mony throughout genera-
tions. Gupta urged fora col-
lective effort in advancing
Delhi's development, aiming

tomake it amodern and de-
veloped capital. She reaf-
firmed her government's
dedication to recognizing
the contributions of all com-
munities to the city's growth.
Expressing gratitude to the
attendees, Gupta stated that
their support motivates her
government to focus on
comprehensive development
and strengthen cultural uni-
ty and community spirit.

Special cell arrests key

Rakesh Rawat
New Delhi
The Special Cell of the
Delhi Police has arrested a

key associate of the Kapil
Sangwan, alias Nandu,
gang, in a major break-
through against organized
crime. The accused, iden-
tified as Harish Saini, also
known by his aliases Hitesh
and Lucky, was appre-
hended from Nihal Vihar
following a police raid led
by ACP Neeraj Kumar.

According to the police,
the arrest has shed light on
a murder case in Badli,
Jhajjar (Haryana), where a
man named Sandeep was
shot dead on July 17, 2025.
Investigators revealed that
Saini, 35, was a key logistic
provider who arranged ve-
hicles, safe houses, and
other support for the
shooters on the instruc-
tions of gang leader Kapil
Sangwan.

During the arrest, the
police ecovered a single-
shot pistol and two live
cartridges from Sain’s pos-
session. The operation was
carried out after the Special
Cell received a tip-off about
his whereabouts. When the
police team reached the
spot, Saini allegedly tried to
flee and even pulled out a
firearm. However, officers
overpowered him and
made the arrest without
any injury.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Special Cell) Aalap

Sood lays foundation stone for many development

Dell lucation %
Ashish Sood, on Sunday
launched development proj-
ects in the Pankha Road
area of Janakpuri, worth 35.
5 crore. His goal is to make
Janakpuri a modern, devel-
oped, clean, and livable com-
munity. The projects will
address the needs of local
residents and include sever-
al improvements, such as
building new RCC drains,
constructing pavement, in-
stalling streetlights along
the roads, and enhancing

the government is actively
responding to community

green spaces. problems and implementing
The stone-lay-  real soluti

ing eventincluded West Del- He noted that for years,

hi MP Smt. Kamaljeet areas like Janakpuri,

Sehrawat and representa-
tives from local associations
and residents. Shri Sood
highlighted that previous
leaders ignored the concerns
of Janakpuri residents but
assured that positive
changes are now underway.
Under Chief Minister Smt.
Rekha Gupta's leadership,

ture drive against ‘Vote Theft’

est in the campaign with
many citizens signing peti-

Vikaspuri, Uttam Nagar, Na-
jafgarh, and Nangloi have
struggled with poor infra-
structure and unsafe condi-
tions, including accidents
caused by open drains and
stray animals. The Chief
Minister has responded to

prove the entire area, prom-
ising residents will soon see
notable changes.

Sood emphasized that
with the involvement of lo-
cal residents and associa-
tions, the aim is to com-
pletely transform Janakpuri
into a clean and attractive
neighborhood, enhancing
its appeal. Hereiterated the
Delhi Government's com-
mitment to inclusive and

i

under the guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta.

He also criticized the pre-
vious MLA for failing to
‘make any significant im-
provements in the last
decade, which has left
Janakpuri behind other
parts of Delhi. He urged res-
idents to be cautious of mis-
information and to unite for
the development of their
ity, working to-

these issues by starting re-
development efforts to im-

ensuring quality improve-
ments throughout the city

‘wards a better, cleaner, and
‘more prosperous Janakpuri.

Pankaj Singh flags off Aakash Healthcare’s
10 free ambulances across Delhi-NCR

tions organized by local Con-
gress Committees. Staff Reporter
Yadav hi d theac- New Delhi

tive involvement of Con-
gress leaders in mobilizing
communities, emphasizing
their effortto reach a diverse
audience to raise awareness
about what he termed elec-
toral injustices. He stressed
that the party views the al-
leged actions of the BJP as
an assault on constitutional
rights, calling for a united re-
sponse to safeguard demo-
cratic principles.

Delhi's Health Minister, Dr.
Pankaj Kumar Singh, on
Sunday launched 10 free
ambulances through Aakash
Healtheare to improve emer-
gency medical services in
the Delhi-NCR region.
This initiative, named
Aakash Community Life
Savers (ACLS), aims to pro-
vide timely medical assis-
tance and reduce ambulance
response times from around

— .
30 minutes to approximately
25 minutes.

Thelaunch event was held
at Aakash Healtheare in
Dwarka and featured no-
table guests, including IPS
officer Shri Robin Hibu and
Dr. Aashish Chaudhry, Man-
aging Director of Aakash

Healthcare.

During the event, Dr.
Singh praised public-private
partnerships in health care,
stating that collaboration
between government and
private hospitals transforms
healthcare delivery. He en-
couraged further improve-
ments in the emergency re-
sponse system, emphasiz-
ing that the ambulance serv-
iceis completely free for the
public, ensuring accessibil-
ity for everyone.

logistic provider of Nandu Gang

Patel confirmed that an ad-

ditional FIR has been reg-
istered against Saini in con-
nection with his attempt
to escape and the illegal
possession of arms. The
DCP further stated that Sai-
ni had been instructed di-
rectly by Kapil Sangwan,
‘who is currently operating
his gang from abroad.

“Saini has a criminal
‘background and has previ-
ously been involved in three
serious cases, including
robbery and violations of
the Arms Act in Delhi,”
said DCP Patel. “He played
a crucial role in facilitating
gang operations by provid-
ing logistical and ground
support.”

Police sources said that
Saini’s personal history
‘paints a picture of hardship
and decline. After his fa-
ther's death, his mother
worked as a maid to sup-
port the family. His elder
brother is serving a jail
‘term for murder, and Saini
reportedly drifted into the
world of erime under the
influence of the Nandu
gang during that period.

The Special Cell contin-
ues to investigate the larg-
er network of associates
linked to the Nandu gang.
Officials said that Saini’s ar-
rest could lead to further
‘breakthroughs in identify-
ing safe houses, financiers,
and other members in-
volved in the gang's inter-
state operations.

Delhi Police
arrests man from
Haryana's Nuh

for sextortion

New Delhi
The Delhi Police has ar-
rested a 26-year-old man
from Haryana for alleged-
ly running a sextortion
racket, an officer said on
Sunday.

The accused allegedly
forced a person to transfer
to him Rs 39,000 by threat-
ening to upload a video of
him online.

According to police, on
June 5, the complainant
received a video call from
an unknown woman. The
call was immediately dis-
connected. "

Shortly after, the victim
received a call from a mo-
bile number where the
caller, posing as a cyber
palice officer, said that an
explicit video of him would
be uploaded to social me-
dia," Deputy Commission-
er of Pelice (Outernorth)
Hareshwar Swami said.

The officer said the caller
then connected him to an-
other person, who claimed
to be an employee of a so-
cial media platform, and
demanded money for re-
moving the video.

"Out of fear, the vietim
transferred Rs 39,000 in
three transactions to a UPL
ID, realising only later that
he had been cheated. He
then filed a complaint on
the National Cyber Re-
porting Platform (NCRP),"
Swami said.

Police investigated the
call and bank account de-
tails and raided a premise
in the Mubarikpur village in
Haryana's Nuh, arresting
one Mohammad Naseem,
the officer said.




OPINION

he teacher transfer and posting process
in Haryana has been a source of contro-
versy and discontent for years. Teachers
and employees feel that the policies, while
clear in their pronouncements, are actu-
ally complex and complicated. This issue is not just
about the interests of employees, but also about the
transparency, fairness, and quality of the entire edu-
cation system.

Even when a position is approved by the Finance
Department, the transfer process is often unneces-
sarily delayed. This is due to budgetary constraints,
documentation, or the unnecessary need for repeat-
ed approvals at the administrative level. This delay
not only slows down the process but also hinders the
proper and timely implementation of the policy. Em-
ployees remain in uncertainty for months, lowering
their morale and impacting the efficiency of the edu-
cation system.

In married cases, where teachers seck postings
with their spouses, the process of re-examination
and approval is initiated despite the already pending
cases. This causes unnecessary inconvenience to em-
ployees and highlights the complexity of the policy.
It also indicates that the administration sometimes
deliberately prolongs the process.

There are many factors involved in preventing
transfers. Long-term employees are reluctant to
leave their positions. Unions and organizations in-
tervene to protect the interests of their members.
Furthermore, the administration prefers to retain ex-
perienced employees in sensitive positions for longer
periods. Due to all these factors, the transfer process
is often not balanced and fair.

The Education Minister stated in the press that
mid-term transfers would be implemented, but in re-
ality, there appears to be no real impact. This contra-
diction creates confusion and dissatisfaction among
employees. This gap between announcements and
actual impl ion sends the that mere
statements do not translate into policy implementa-
tion.

While the online transfer system is being imple-
mented smoothly in other departments, the process
remains slow and complex in the Education Depart-
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Haryana Teacher Transfer:
Policy, Procedure and Confusion

Finance Department approval, delay in transfer, couple cases, mid-term transfer,
online system, new appointments, delegation and fairness excuses.

I

ment. This isn’t just due to technical di Ities. Ad-
ministrative resistance, traditional work cultures,
and the priorities of local officials all contribute to
this. Unless all parties ensure transparency and time-
ly action, the online system cannot be effective.

Despite adequate positions being available at the
time of new appointments, transfers are delayed.
This raises the question of whether employees are be-
ing deliberately sent away or whether some are being
given a privilege. The possibility of no transfers due

ndia is also taking steps in technological de-
velopment globally. Our country has become
a digital nation. In the power of Internet, we
have left many Western countries behind.
Not only that, in recent years we have also
claimed the development of artificial intelligence on
aworld-leading basis. Artificial Fields in the Machine
Age Today And innovation is the result, so we can also
call it a machine field. It is clear that it will require
knowledge of the Internet to change the framework
for working in the country. And the younger genera-
tion has digital. We have to keep the expansion in our
control, from artificial media. Knowledge However,
scientists are also concerned that the infinite power
of artificial intelligence will not go beyond the human
mind and divert the progress of the entire world in
some other direction by creating negative values. In
view of this fear, artificial intelligence cannot be de-
nied completely India in terms of population It is the
largest country in labor or generation and it has an
abundance of working youth. So robotic artificial in-
telligence can have an impact on human labor. But
the extent to which artificial fields can be used goes
beyond ordinary deposits. So artificial clouds and
robotic powers are a new reality that cannot be de-
nied. In India, the use of artificial media is also be-
ing pushed forward with digital and internet power
development. commission The NITI Aayog of India
has recently released a new report on the prospects
for artificial intelligence and internet power. It clearly
states that the country’s GDP could increase by $500
to $600 billion if we make proper use of artificial
media in production, investment and agricultural de-
velopment over the next decade. The policy is that if
artificial media are widely used within the industrial
sector, it could make a significant contribution to the
global economy of up to 1.726 trillion dollars. If ar-
tificial intelligence is made an ally of the workforce
in technology, science, engineering and mathematics
there can be a strong and significant development
change in India. We will be able to achieve ten and fif-
teen percent of the global artificial intelligence value.
The use of artificial media will increase the chances
of creating new jobs at skill level, but NITI Aayog’s
report also acknowledges that low-level unskilled
workers may be disconnected from existing employ-
ment framework. At the same time, using artificial
media in financial services and manufacturing can
prove particularly useful. Gross domestic product in
these areas can increase by twenty to twenty percent.
India is buying crude oil from Russia and selling it
processed to European and third world countries
This is benefiting our petroleum companies. Thus, it

to the census in the coming year further complicates
this issue.

The practice of delegation also remains a prob-

| | ‘ | |
By Dr. Satyawan Saurabh Poet, freelance journalist and
columnist, Radio and TV panelist,
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Despite approval of additional allowances from the Finance Department, the repeated backlog of files creates confusion
among employees. The resumption of the process despite already ongoing cases in marital affairs indicates that the policy
is deli complicated to hinder decisions. The Education Minister stated that mid-term transfers would have no
impact, but the impact is not visible on the ground. For all these reasons, teachers are dissatisfied and want the transfer
process to be clear, timely, and fair to maintain the quality and balance of education. The Education Minister clarified that
mid-term transfers would have no impact, but in reality, the administration often uses it as a pretext. Only a transparent,
timely, and fair process can ensure stability and quality in the interests of teachers and students.

lem. This involves assigning employees to specific
positions or locations. This not only raises questions
about transparency and fairness, but also fosters fa-
voritism and administrative discrimination. If this

The Importance and Fears
of Artificial intelligence

T

By Vijay Garg

Artificial
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is stopped and corrective action is taken in a timely
manner, both teachers and the department will ben-
efit.

Despite all these complexities, the teaching com-
munity wants the policy to be clear, timely, and fair.
Mere announcements and press releases will not
solve the problem. The administration needs to make
the online system effective and prevent decisions
based on favoritism and personal gain. Teachers
and students should trust that the transfer process
is meant to maintain the quality and balance of the
education system, not for personal gain.

Haryana’s teacher transfer policy is not only com-
plex and licated, but its impl tion is also
i i and fair. Administrative delays, unnec-
essary approvals, favoritism, and technical hurdles
have led to teacher dissatisfaction. This, in turn, has
adversely affected the education system.

The government must implement clear rules and
policies, ensure a timely and transparent process,
make the online system effective, and prevent deci-
sions based on bias and personal gain. Only then will
teachers be satisfied with their work and students re-
ceive a quality education. Otherwise, this process will
only continue to be a source of controversy, dissatis-
faction, and confusion.

The Haryana government faces the challenge of
ensuring consistency, fairness, and transparency in
the teacher transfer process. Only then will the true
objectives of the education system—quality, balance,
and student well-being—be achieved.

Haryana’s teacher transfer policy is not only com-
plex and licated, but its impl ion is also
inconsistent and fair. Despite approval from the
Finance Department, problems such as delays, re-
processing of spousal cases, and favoritism through
delegation persist. The Education Minister had clar-
ified that mid-term transfers would have no impact,
but in reality, the administration often uses this as a
pretext. Only a transparent, timely, and fair process
can ensure consistency and quality in the interests of
teachers and students.

will not be difficult to accelerate the country’s growth
rate if we link our manufacturing process with arti-
ficial fields. However, it requires extensive efforts.
At this point, India’s growth rate is close to 5.7 per-
cent. Even if we call it the fastest rate of growth in
the world, we have to boost GDP over the next ten
years. It will be easier to achieve a growth rate of
eight percent if the artificial medium is used properly.
If this pace continues, it will not be difficult to achieve
India’s goal of becoming a developed country by the
centenary festival in 2047. It could also be that the
Indian economy will leave America and China behind.
While NITI Aayog has presented a very bright picture
of the possibilities of artificial intelligence, there are
many obstacles in its path. The biggest obstacle is the
lack of proper education in this area of knowledge for
young people. It will have to create new easy books.
New courses will have to be created and teachers
must also master this knowledge so that they can
casily prepare future generations for it. But the sur-
vey report we currently have of the country’s educa-
tion sector shows that most young students are still
running behind art and science faculties. Even today,
they are plagued by the mentality of getting a job and
permanent middle class employment and do not look
forward to being proficient in the infinite knowledge
that can be gained from artificial intelligence. So
there needs to be easy education and degrees, and a
job that is routine office work and doesn’t challenge
medha. However, the government is also wary of po-
tential threats associated with artificial intelligence,
but it says that its development cannot be restricted
by fearing such fears. But measures to prevent its
misuse are necessary. For this, the country has to be
vigilant and strict wherever necessary. However, re-
jecting or eliminating technology is not the solution
to the problem. The need is for modern technology
to be integrated into development and concrete steps
are taken to prevent its misuse There is no doubt that
artificial intelligence has become a part of the devel-
opment process today and its usefulness and impor-
tance cannot be denied.
It is also necessary to exercise caution in its use.
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Play key role in perpetuating heritage
of Punjab CM Mann to teachers

Anandpur Sahib
‘unjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Sunday gave a clar-
ion call to the teach-

ers to play a key role in per-
petuating the glorious her-
itage of the state by making
younger generations abreast
about it.

Addressing a gathering
during a function to com-
memorate World Teacher's
day, he said the teachers are
the nation builders and they
should apprise the younger
generations about the rich
cultural heritage of the state.

He said teaching is not a
profession but it is a mission
to enlighten students.

Being the son of a teacher,
Mann said, he is well aware
of the fact that teachers work
‘hard for making the future of
the students.

Mann also said that 3,200
government schools have
been ravaged in the recent
floods, 19 colleges were ru-

i
ined, 8,500 kilometers and
2,500 bridges were also de-
stroyed.

Crops on five lakh acres
were destroyed in the re-
cent floods but Punjabis dis-
played exemplary valour to
overcome this natural

calamity.
Mann also lauded teachers

Meenakshi Thakur’s success
honored by Sohan Lal Thakur

2 \
Rajan Punchhi
1

MAND!
Meenakshi Thakur has now
become a judge. Meenakshi
Thakur, a daughter of So-
har village in the Gram
Panchayat Baroti of Dahar
sub-tehsil, has brought
honor to the region by se-
curing third place in the Hi-
machal Pradesh Judicial
Services Examination and
becoming a civil judge. This
significant achievement has
brought joy to the entire re-
gion.

On Sunday, former CPS
Sohan Lal Thakur visited
Meenakshi Thakur's home
and honored her with a
shawl and cap, and offered
her sweets. On this occa-

» e

i

sion, he said that
Meenakshi's achievement
is a matter of pride not
only for her family but for
the entire Sundernagar
sub-division. He said that
achieving this position at
the age of 26 is the result of
Meenakshi's hard work,
dedication, and strong
willpower. Sohan Lal
Thakur also advised young
women in the area to take
inspiration from
Meenakshi.Representatives
of the Baroti Panchayat
and other dignitaries from
the area were also present
on the occasion and ex-
tended heartfelt congratu-
lations to Meenakshi
Thakur and her family.

for doing commendable
work during the natural ¢
tastrophe and said such e;
amples are very rare in glob-
al history.

Congratulating all the
teachers for receiving
awards, the CM said by ho-
nouring our teachers, we
have acknowledged their role

as nation builders.

In earlier times, the word
Guru was used for a teacher
as it comes from two San-
skritwords "Gu" (darkness)
and 'Ru’ (remover).

Thus, Mann said that
Guru means the one who
removes darkness.

In otherwords, the duty of

ateacheris to illuminate the
minds of theirstudents with
the light of knowledge, he
added.

A teacher molds the blank
mind of a student to bring

gone special training at
Turku University in Finland.
The next batch of teachers
that will go to Finland for
training will be in the month
of November.
To bl 1 to focus

out doctors, and
artists just as a sculptor
shapes his masterpieces,
Mann said.

Today, the Punjab gov-
ernment is honouring 71
teachers under different cat-
egories with the state teacher
award for their outstanding
contribution in shaping the
destiny of future genera-
tions, he said.

Mann said he is glad that
today, Punjab has world-
class trained teachers in its
government schools.

He added that 234 princi-
pals and education officers
have received world-class
training in Singapore, 152
head teachers have received
advanced coaching at 1IM
Ahmedabad and 144 pri-
mary teachers have under-

on their primary duties,
1,920 campus managers
have been appointed and to
help the children of Punjab
soar high and fulfil their
dreams, an "education revo-
lution" was launched in
2022, he said.

Mann said the state gov-
ernment has taken revolu-
tionary steps in the field of
education, which are now
being discussed across the
country.

He said that 118 'Schools of
Eminence’ have been estab-
lished with an outlay of Rs
231.74 crore so far.

These schools ate seen as
aremarkable beginning to-
wards a bright future forun-
derprivileged children, the
CM added.

Punjab Chief Minister Mann lays foundation
of heritage walkway in Sri Anandpur Sahib

Komal Ramola

Sri Anandpur Sahib
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
‘want Singh Mann on Sunday
laid the foundation stone
for a heritage walkway in
the sacred city of Sri Anand-
pur Sahib. The project, esti-
mated to cost around Rs 25
crore, aims to enhance the
spiritual and  cultural
grandeur of one of Sikhism’s
holiest sitesand is expected
to be completed by March
31, 2026.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Chief Minister said he felt
deeply blessed to be part of
this “noble service” at such a
revered site. “Waheguru ji
has given me the good for-
tune to serve this sacred
land, which has not only
shaped the destiny of Punjab
and the Sikh community but
also turned the tide of India’s
histary,” he said.

Mann recalled that it was
on this very soil, on Baisakhi
in1699, that the Tenth Guru,
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji, es-
tablished the Khalsa Panth.
He said Sri Anandpur Sahib
continues to inspire Pun-
jabis with the spirit of

courage and righteousness,
instilled by the Gurus to
stand up against tyranny
and injustice.

The Chief Minister noted
that the state government is
commemorating the 350th
martyrdom year of the Ninth
Guru, Sri Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur Ji, who is revered as
the ‘Hind Di Chadar’. As
part of these efforts, the
route leading to Takht Sri
Keshgarh Sahib will be de-
veloped as a marble-clad
heritage walkway to honor
the sacred legacy of the site.

The walkway, stretching
580 meters, will be divided

Punjab’s ‘Sadde Buzurg Sadda Maan’
restores dignity & care to 2.2 million elderly

TSN/Chandigarh
Punjab’s heartwarming ini-
tative, ‘Sadde Buzurg Sadda
Maan' (Our Elders, Our
Pride), is turning into a life-
line for over 2.2 million sen-
ior citizens across the state.
Launched by Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann's govern-
ment on International Sen-
jor Citizens Day (October 3,
2023), the scheme goes be-
vond financial aid—it aims to
restore respect, care, and
emotional warmth to the
elderly who often find them-
selves sidelined in modern
family structures.

The initiative combines
free healthcare with financial
stability. Under it, district-
level health camps are being
organized across Punjab to
provide comprehensive geri-

atrie care. These camps in-
clude ENT and eye check-
ups, free spectacles, distri-
bution of medicines, and
even free eye surgeries. Sen-
ior citizen cards have also
been issued to make access
to these services smoother
and more dignified.
Alongside, a pension
scheme ensures direct fi-
nancial support, with¥1,500
per month transferred di-
rectly to beneficiaries” bank
accounts under the Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) sys-
tem. According to the Social
Security, Women and Child
Development Department,
23.09 lakh elderly citizens
have benefited so far, and by
August 2025, 32,055.05
crore had been disbursed.
For the ongoing financial

year, the state has ear-
marked ¥4.100 crore for
old-age pensions.

Minister Dr. Baljit Kaur
emphasized that the cam-
paign’s goal is to ensure both
physical and emotional well-
being for Punjab’s elderly
population. To further sup-
port them, a toll-free
helpline—14567—has been
launched to address griev-
ances and provide assis-
tance.

Health camps have al-
ready been held in districts
including Faridkot, Moga,
Ludhiana, Muktsar Sahib,
Ferozepur, Fazilka, Bathin-
da, Mansa, Sangrur, Amrit-
sar, Jalandhar, Patiala, and
others. Theinitiative is being
hailed as one of the state's
most compassionate welfare

Punjab police bust cross-border
arms and drug smuggling module

Amritsar

In a major breakthrough,
the Counter Intelligence (CI)
Wing of Amritsar Police has
busted a cross-border arms
and narcotics smuggling
module with links to Pak-
istan police said.

Director General of Po-
lice, Punjab - Gaurav Yadav
informed ina messageon X,
that in an intelligence-led
operation, Counter Intelli-
gence Amritsar bustsa cross-

L, v

border arms & narcotics
smuggling module with links
to Pakistan & apprehends

two operatives Gurjant Singh
& Gurvel Singh, both resi-
dents of TarnTaran & re-
covers 2.5 kg Heroin & 5 s0-
phisticated pistols alongwith
magazines.

DGP Yadav stated that
preliminary investigationre-
veals that the arrested ac-
cused were acting upon the
"directions of a Pakistan-
based smuggler to smuggle
the contraband from across
the border"

efforts.

Beyond the numbers,
‘Sadde Buzurg Sadda Maan’
is restoring a lost sense of
self-worth among the elder-
ly. When an old man puts on
free spectacles and sees his
grandchild's smile clearly,
or an elderly woman col-
lects her medicine without
help, the quiet pride on their
faces reflects the true spirit of
the program.

Punjab’s message through
this initiative is simple yet

orsitselders honors its own
roots. As the government
puts it, this is not just awel-
fare scheme—it is “the tilak
on Punjab’s forehead,” sym-
bolizing gratitude, respect,
and pride in those who built
its foundation.

Prof DP Singh Leads NEP 2020 Implementatlon Meeting

TSN/Agra
Ameeting on “Effective Im-
plementation of National
Education Policy 2020 and
Developed Uttar Pradesh
@ 2047" was held at the
conference hall of the Office
of the Divisional Commis-
sioner, Agra Division, under
the chairmanship of Prof.
D.P. Singh, Education Ad-
visor to the Chief Minister
of Uttar Pradesh and For-
mer Chairman of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission.
The session began with a
detailed review of the Na-

into two sections—one run-
ning alongside the holy
Sarovar and another com-
prising steps leading up to
the Takht Sahib—to ensure
a comfortable passage for
devotees. Mann said the
project will feature shaded
trees mentioned in the Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Ji, while
the walls along the walk-
way will depict the rich his-
tory of Sri Anandpur Sahib
and the birth of the Khalsa
through detailed artworks
and paintings.

To enhance the city's ar-
chitectural harmony, a
grand entrance gate and

Over 2 500 FIRs 3 900 arrests made
under Mission Shaktl 5.0i in UP State govt

Lucknow
More than 2,500 FIRs were
registered and nearly 3,000
people arrested across Uttar
Pradesh under the Mission
Shakti 5.0 campaign,
launched on the first day of
Navratra by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, officials
said on Saturday.

The campaign aims to
empower women by pro-
moting self-reliance, social
inclusion and security. Un-
der the statewide drive, po-
lice intensified efforts to en-
hance women's safety and
strengthen public trust, the
Uttar Pradesh government
said in a statement.

Additional Director Gen-
eral (ADG) (Women and
Child Security Wing) Pad-
maja Chauhan, the nodal
officer of Mission Shakti,

tional Education Policy
2020.

several additional gates will
be constructed along the
routes leading to the Sarovar
and parking areas. “This
project will not only beauti-
fythe town but also make it
aglobal center for religious
tourism,” Mann said, adding
that a large and attractive
main gate will welcome pil-
grims and visitors to the
holy city.

Interacting with reporters
later, the Chief Minister said
his government would
strongly urge the Union
Government to connect all
five Takhts through a dedi-
cated rail network to pro-
mote easier access and
strengthen religious
tourism. He also announced
that the state would soon ex-
pedite work on the Sri
Anandpur Sahib-Mata
Naina Devi ropeway project
to further boost pilgrim con-
nectivity.

Cabinet Ministers Harjot
Singh Bains and Tarunpreet
Singh Sondh, Advisor for
Tourism and Cultural Af-
fairs Deepak Bali, and sev-
eral other dignitaries were
present at the event.

said Anti-Romeo Squadsin-

creased surveillance across
public spaces, including
temples, markets, malls and
parks.

During the campaign, po-
lice inspected 1,08,292 tem-
ples and other public loca-
tions, checked 9.77lakh per-
sons, and registered 2,542
FIRs. As many as 3,972 peo-
ple were amrested for anti-so-
cial behaviour, while 3.13
lakh were issued warnings
and counselled on pubhc
conduct.

Prof. Singh emphasized
the need to prepare future

AAP fields industrialist
Rajinder Gupta for RS
bypoll from Punjab

Chandigarh

The ruling Aam Aadmi Par-
ty on Sunday announced
prominent industrialist Ra-
jinder Gupta as its candidate
forthe Rajya Sabha bypollin
Punjab, scheduled to be held
on October 24.

The bypollis being held to
fill the vacancy created by the
resignation of AAP's San-
jeev Arora, who stepped
down from the Upper House
following his election to the
state assembly.

Arora, whose term was to
end on April 9, 2028, is
presently serving as a min-
ister in the Punjab Cabinet
led by Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann.

"The political affairs com-
mittee announces to nomi-
nate Rajinder Gupta as a
candidate for election to the
Council of States (Rajya Sab-
ha) by the elected members
of the legislative assembly of
Punjab," said the party ina
statement.

Gupta, the chairman
emeritus of the Trident
Group, recently resigned as
the vice-chairman of the
State Economic Policy and
person of the Kali Devi tem-
ple advisory committee, fu-
elling speculation that the
AAP could field him for the
bypoll.

In a post on X, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann congratulated Gupta
on being declared as the
AAP nominee.

AAP enjoys an over-
whelming majority with 93
members in the 117-member
state Assembly. With this
majority, the AAP will face
nohurdle in sending Gupta
to the Rajya Sabha.

In June, AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal put to rest
speculation that he would
enter the Rajya Sabha from
Punjab.

Kejriwal's decision to not
throw his hat into the ring
came after Arora won the

Preventive action was tak-
en against 53,237 people
across the state. Police also
inspected 55,377 Navratra
pandals and 4,947 Ram-
leela and fair venues to en-
sure safety and order.

A total of 37,337 police
personnel were deployed
across temples, religious
sites and public places, in-
cluding 411 gazetted offi-
cers, 7,999 inspectors and
sub-inspectors, and 22,547
head constables and con-
stables, the statement said.

plans that link education
with skill development,
keeping in mind local cir-
cumstances and environ-
mental conditions. He re-
viewed the ongoing activi-
ties in Agra district under
the Viksit Bharat 2047 ini-
tiative and sought updates
from the officials present.
Chief Development Officer
Smt. Pratibha Singh out-
lined various educational
and community programs
being implemented across
institutions and local bod-

ies.

Ludhiana West Assembly
bypoll.

After Arora's name was
announced for the Ludhiana
‘West bypoll, the opposition
had claimed that Kejriwal
would enter the Rajya Sab-
ha in his place.

AAP retained the Ludhi-
ana West seat with Arora de-
feating his nearest rival,
Bharat Bhushan Ashu of the
Congress, by 10,637 votes.

The bypoll was necessi-
tated by the passing of sitting
AAP MLA Gurpreet Bassi
Gogi in January.

Ludhiana-based Trident
Group is a diversified con-
glomerate involved in tex-
tiles, paper and chemicals
with its manufacturing fa-
cilities in Punjab and Mad-
hya Pradesh.

Founder of Trident Lim-
ited, which is the flagship
company of Trident Group,
Gupta is a first-generation
entrepreneur. He was
awarded Padma Shri by the
then President A P.J Abdul
Kalam in 2007 in recogni-
tion of his distinguished
services in the field of trade
and industry.

Gupta had earlier held
positions in the previous
Congress and the SAD-BIP
governments as well.

As per the notification for
the bypoll, nominations will
begin on October 6, and the
last date for filing nomina-
tions will be October 13. The
serutiny of nominations will
take place on October 14,
while the last date for the
withdrawal of candidatures
is October 16.

Polling will take place on
October 24, and counting
will take place on the same
day.

At present, the AAP has
six Rajya Sabha members
from Punjab. They are Bal-
bir Singh Seechewal, Raghav
Chadha, Sandeep Pathak,
Harbhajan Singh, Ashok
Mittal and Vikramjit Singh
Sahney.

Chandigarh-based
firm's owner
among 16 booked
for frauds in
Jammu

Jammu

The Jammu and Kashmir
Police Crime Branch has
registered five cases against
16 people for their alleged
involvement in multi-crore
job, visa, and document
frauds and siphoning off
large amounts of govern-
ment funds, an officer said
on Sunday.

The accused include top
executives of a Chandigarh-
based company, some offi-
cials of the J-K govern-
ment, and a lawyer, who
swindled more than 50 peo-
ple, the officer said.

The FIRs were filed at the
Crime Branch (Economic
Offences Wing) Police Sta-
tion.

One ofthe cases involved
top executives of Chandi-
garh-based Messrs Saphire,
including its owner, Jass
Bajwa. The police action
came on a complaint by
Samba resident Prem Nath,
who claimed that he was
duped of Rs 17.09lakhina
visa fraud by the firm's em-
ployees, Senior Superin-
tendent of Police, Crime
Jammu, Benam Tosh said.
The company's manager,
Yuvraj Singh Sandhu, its
counsellor, Gagan, refund-
in-charge, Devinder Singh,
and authorised signatory,
Shalika, were also named in
the FIR, he said.
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Mumbai Meteors
rock hosts
Hyderabad Black
Hawks with 3-0
win

Mo Dalbi:

Mumbai Mateors ax-

souted 4 dinical 150,
1513, 15-7 wih over
the hosts Hyderabad
Black Hawks in RR
Kabel Prime Volley-
ball League (PVL) at
the Gachibowli Indeor
Stadium, Hyderabad en
Saturday.

Shubham Chaudhary
was named the Flayer
of the Match, as per a
release from PVL.

Mumbai  dominated
with the ssrve sarly on,
catching Hyderabad cut
of pasition on multiple
occagions. Abhinay
ar's super serve rocked
Hyderabad's defencs.

Hyderabad's  risky
call of & supsr point
did not yield the de-
sired result as Shub-
ham Chaudhary's block
helped Mumbai.

Paulo  Lamounier
distributed his passes
between Niyaz Abdul
Salam and Sshil Kn-
mar, who both provid-
ed quality attacking
options.

But  Mumbai ap-
peared fo have dane
theirhomework, always
employing a two-man
block against the two
attackers to give them-
selves the best possible

emce.

Mathiss  Loftesnes
joined in to comple-
ment  Mumbas at-
tacks, whils Hydera-
bad trought on Guru
te bresk through the
opposition's  defence.
But  Mumbai contin-
ued to capitaliss on
the momentum with

Shubham's  ralentlees
attacks.
Lamounier  began

setting pipe attacks
with gl(ohfx pimph on
the court as the Black
Hawks trisd to find 2
way back. But Hyder-
abad struggled against
Abhinav's final set sar-
wite run, as the Mum-
bai blocker made twe
quick super serves, and
tromere acestotiltthe
game entirely in Mum-
bai's favour.

FORADVERTISING IN

TOP
STORY

PLEASECONTACT
9318799941

_ Colenbo:
ormer Y Vormer Teo World
wmmng Aus-
m skipper Aar-
cn Finch feels Shulman
Gill will find 2 state of
calmness in his maiden
OD! captaincy assign-
ment for India, consid-
ering he will enjoy the
resatice of experienced
gwige Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli, unlike

the Bngland tour.

Chief Selector  Ajit
Agarkar eent shock
waves through the arick-
t world after revealing
that he had perscnally
informed Rehit abcut
the management’s deci-
sion to move him away
from captainay. The cap-
taincy baton was passed
down to Gill two yesrs
before the 2027 World
Cup, as the management
wanted him tosettle into
the role before theshow-
Ppieos event.

The 26-war-cid hss
ciall

formats. Gill was handed
the Test loadership role
after Rohit bid adien to
the format in May. In
his first project, he led

Aaron Finch predicts scoreline
for IND AUS 0 DI series

Calombo:
Former Augtralian
erickster  Aarcn Finch
delivered a verdict in
fawur of his side a8
they prapare to take on
a Rohit Sharma-Viral
Kebli-powered  Indi
during 2 thresmatch
ODIseries at home from
October 19 onwards:
Rohit and Virat, two
of India's ODF-only stal-
warts now, will returr
to Indian coloure fir the
first time since the I0C
Champicns Trophy win
thig year in March, as
they will take cn Aus-
tralia during the thres-
match OD] seriss as they
prepars for the 2027
1CC Cricket World Cup
to be hosted by South
Africa, Zimbabwe and
Mamibia. With Rohit no

lenger the ODI captain

il vt to shineumder Robit & Virat

| vop sToRY,eus, Monoay 06, Ocroerm 2025 |

frgulnee

India during the Ander-
son-Tendulkar  Trophy
in Bngland. Under his
watch, Indis returned
with a 2-2 draw, sven
though he hardly lacked
an aperienced guiding
figure around him.

Gill will begin his ODT
caplainey  odyssey in
Australia, with the sa
ries_opener scheduled
for Qctober 19 in Perth,

and replaced by Shub-
man Gill, and Virat alsc
playing just one format,
this tour will be vital
for thess two lagends
o their road to South
Africa,

Finch, whe was well
Jmown for bis exploits
against India through-
out his career and was
part of the Australian
sids that won the ICC
Men's Crickst World
Cup on home sail in
2015, believes the series
will be closely. fought,
with his former side like-
Iy to daim the honcurs
namrowly.

In 32 ODIs and 31
innings againet India,
Finch made 1,460 runs
at an average of 48.66,
with feur canturies and
nine: fifties and a best
seore of 124.

Finch is among those
whe remain interested
in sseing how Gill fares
in his debut ODI series
as captain. He fesls the
fact that Rohit and Kohli
will be beside him in
the field oould prow &
boset for the impressive
2h-year-cld.

“Shubman has already
shown whatagood lead-
ar he i in Too cricket

and Test cricket, so T'm
sure this will be'no dif-
ferent. He's 2 brilliant
player, particulardy in
the white-ball formats,
and the way that he
captained against Eng-
land in the Test sariss
is just a huge tide in his
bonte bake the next step
and take over the Indi-
an leadership right the
way through (all thres

Finch explains how Gill will benefit from Rohit, Virat's
presence in maiden ODI captaincy assignment

frrmiats),” Finch said on
1CC Digital from Colom-
bo during the ongoing
Women's WC.

“Tthink when you lock
back to that England
Test saries, he (Gill)
didn't have many oth-
ar aptions that ke could
tum to fer adwios, prab-
ably when he was out on
the ground, but he did a
wonderful job himsalf.

1 But T think just having

these guye (Rohit and
Kehli) there will be a
real calmness for him
as well, because it's the
ability to bounce ideas;
beth on and off the field
on how you want the
taam to function geing
forward, because theyve
been such a huge part of
the team for 2 long peri-
od of ime,” he added.

After being appointed
a8 the ODI captain, Gill
has et hig sights cn the
World Cup, W‘iih India
axpacted to play around
20 ODIs during the
buildup to the marques
avent, Gill intends to lift
the coveted trephy in
South Africa,

“It is the bizgest hon-
our to be al‘ﬁe to lead

Anurag Thakur unanimously
elected as President of HPOA

Shimla:

Former Union Sports

Minister Anurag Thakur
has besn unanimoudy
alected as the President
of theHimachal Pradash
Olympic - Assodation
during the Annual Gen-
aral Mesting on Sunday.

The Annual Gener-
al Mesting (AGM) of
the Himachal Pradesh
Olympic  Assodation
(HPOA) was held with
overwhelming  partiei-

ation and anthusiasm

om members acrcss
the state. The meating
was a significant occa-
sion, as 4 new team of
offios baarars was elect-
ad for the pext term of
the Asscciation.

Duting the AGMmest-
ing, Anurag Thalair was
uranimeusly slected as
the President of the Hi-
machal Pradesh Olym-
pic Assodiation. The
newly elected Executive
Committes consiste of
17members. Anurag has
previously served as the
Prasident of the Board
of Control for Cricket in
Tndia (BCCT) from 2015
to 2ou7. After his stint
with the BCCI ended,
he sarved as the Unicn
Minister of Sports frem
2021102024

‘#ng Thaker choms youppooe 33 HPOE restient

Outgoing  President
Virendra Kanwar wes
unanimeugly nominat-
& asthe Chief Patron of
the HPOA. MLA Balbir
Verma was appeinted
as the Senior Vies Pres-
ident. Rajesh Bhandari
and Amitath Sharma
have been appointed as
the Genaral Secretary
and Trezsurer, respec-

tively.

WKJ.!& Balbir has bean
appointed 2¢ the Senicr
WP aof the HPOA, Tshwar
Rohal, Ushs Barowslia,
and Marendra At will
sarve a8 Vies Presidents,
Raj Kumar Mithy, Rahul
Fathania and Ramesh
Chauban have been

Rahul Tewatia opens up about Influence
of Yuvraj Singh, MS Dhoni on his batting

Wurmbai:
Indian crickster Rahul

Tewatia credits Yuwa)
Singh and MS Dhoni as
his batting inspiraticns.
A a laft-hander, he ad-
mires Yuvraj's stylish
batting, while Dhoni’s
caleulated approach in
death overs and ability
totarget bowlers,

Tewatia has eetab-
lishied himealf in Indian
demestic crickst with
consistent  contribu-
tions. In TecS, ha has
featured in 169 matches,
sconng 2107 rung at an
impressive trike rats of
14431,

Known for his ability
to play impactful cam-
acg in the middle and
lower ordar, his highest
scors in T2c stands at
54, while he mainteins
a steady batting average
of 26,01 With the ball,
Tewatia has been aqual-
Iy handy in the format,
picking up 69 wickets
with best figures of 3/4.

Raehul Towatia gaid, T
grewup m.lchmg alotof
Yuvraj Singh's batting.
Being a left-hander, T
EL up watchmg his

tting. When T started

Pt Towratia credits Yovrs] 8 h ond for shapinghia basting style

paign.

Tewatia also empha-
sised the importanos of
maintaining a oconsist-
ent mindset in crickst,
ragardlass of sucosss ot
failure, He belioves that
focusing on the pro-
cess and ration is
key, mlhegrtehp:n geiting
bogged dovwn by individ-
nal performancse.

“If we talk about get-
ting less batting, and
cricket & such that if
you get batting, and
you get out early, then
there are more chances
of failure. In my opin-
ion, beth should be
the same at all times,
whether thereissuccess

playing as & finisher in
domestic cricket, and
when [ get a chancs in
IPL, T used to watch
Mahi bhai's batting a lot.
What he does in death
overs, how he targets the
bowlars when he chas-
e, how he caleulates,
1 started watching 2ll
these things. 8o, watch-
ing both of them, Igot &
lotof help in batting.”
Tewatis has besn part
of the Guiarst Titans
(GT) franchise in the

Tndian Premior League
(IPL) sinoe 2022, Bafore
playing for the Titans,
Tewatia had been part
of three IPL teams - Ra-
jasthan Royals, Punjab
Kings and Delhi Capi-
tals.

Tewatia burst into the
IPL's constousness in
2020, when, promaotad
to Mo, 4 by Rajasthan
Ropals in a chase of 224
against Kings XI Pun jab,
he crawled to 8 off 19
balls befors turning into

Mr Hyde and smacking
five sixée off an ower,
taking his side toan un-
likelywin.

In PL 20e2, with
Gujarat Titans nesding
12 runs off the last two
balls, Tewatia stappad
up and smashed two
consecutive pixm, se-
curing a six-wicket win
for his team. Titans ul-
timately wnt cn to win
the TPL titls that season,
with Tewatia playing a
crucal rolein tie‘u cam-

or failure. Beth sheuld
be the same at both
times, and should react
thesame way. Obvicus-
Ly, it feels bad when you
et out early, but I fes
that we should focus
mOre Off OUI PrOCEss;
ot what wa do in prac-
tice; we should be more
focused on that, rather
than thinking that I'got
cut, I can't taks that
thing in the next game,
bacause [ have to start
frach in the next game.

named as the Junt Sac-
retaries,

Addressing the gath-
ening, Fresdent Anurag
Thakur outlined the key
priorities of the Associ-
ation. He -emphasised
strangthening  sporls
infrastructure  acrces
the stats, increasing
the number of qualified
coaches to train athletes
inall Olympicsports. He
alsounderscored theim-
portanes of prometing
grassrocts participation:
to nurture young talent
and building a sslf-re-
liant model for the de-
wvelopmant and manage-
ment of Olympic sports
in Himachal Pradesh.

Breaking Time

What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every colwnn, and
avary 3x3 box containg the digit 1tc 9. Bvery puzzle

hag only correct salution.

1 4 7
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3 8
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8|2
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Solution, Sudoku
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Dear Raader, T you
have any news or
you have any sugges-
ton regarding our
newspaper or you
have any problsm
with any gowern-
ment  departrient,
you may contact us
on 24 hour helpline
no-  0120-4225517,
42 41284for Del-
hi & GChaziabad
(9582310372), for
Moida (9818999589,
Advertisement
(9818799941),
Cireculation
(08586925450)
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Readers) are recom-
mended to make all
necessary enqitiries and
seelcappropriate advice
before action oo any
advertissment snd con-
tent published in thie
publication. The print-
er, publisher, editor and
saller of the Top Story
do not wouch for any
claime. The publicaticn
18 being sold o the
conditicn and ynder-
standing that informa-
tion given in this pub-
lication. is merely for
reference and must not
b taken as heving final
authenty of or binding
in any way. We do net
owa any responibility
for damage or loss to
any person, 4 purchass
of this production is
not for the result of any
action taken on the ba-
sis of this work All dis-
putes are subject tothe
excusive  jurisdiction
of court and forums in

DelhifNew Delhi enly.

Shikhar Dhawan joins Bhasma Aarti
Ritual at Shri Mahakaleshwar Temple

r

Ujjain:
Former Tndia cricketer
Shikhar Dhawan par-
tiipated in the Bhasma
Aarti ceremony st the
Shri  Mahakaleshwar
Jyotitlinga Templs in
Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh,
on Sunday. His atband-
ance drew altention
amneng devotess.

In eady morning
hours, Dhawsn arri
at the temple wearing
Bhagva Vastra as he
joined ather dewotess
in offering prayers and
shsarving the symbclic
agh-based ritual (bhas-
ma aarti) inside the fem-
ple premisss, The serene
ambiecs, heavy with
devotion, wss captured
in video clips that ciron-
lated online.

Dhawan said, “T felt
wery good, T enjoped it
a &1 The pcm)aﬁai
comes from Mahakal
Aarti engrosses us. This
8 iy seocnd wisitto the
Mahakaleshwar  tem-
ple. Babs Mahakaal's
Blessings are  always
necessary, and I hope
they stay with the entire
srceld.”

The Bhasma Aart
at Mahakaleshwar iz
renowned for being o
spiritually potent ritual,

Skl Dlweras vt ot Shes ik e Taraple

erformed in the pre-
an hours, It hg{ds
deep significancs for
devotess, who regard it
& & rare opportunity fo
witness thmﬁm ‘grm
of Lord Mahakal under
sclemn and  mystical
conditiong.

Shikhar sat in the
Mandi Hall saction of the
temple diring the aarti.
After the rifual conclud-
o, he continued with
darshan and remained

in 2 state of prayerful
immersicn.

Dhawan's wvisit high-
lights how sports per-

sonaliies  frequently
interect with religious
traditions, blending

public life with privats
faith, For many dev-
otees, sesing a well-
knewn figure participate
in such & sacred ritual
reinforoes the universal
appaal of spiritual prac<
tices.
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Indonesian
rescuers search
for missing
students after
school collapse
kills 37

Sidoarjo(Indonesia):
Indenesian rescuers are
searching on Sunday for
missing students after
a prayer hall at an Is-
lamic bearding school
eollapsed almost a week
ago. They have recov-
ered 23 bodies over the
weekend search, bring-
ing the death toll to 37.

Using jackhammers,
circular saws and some-
times their bare hands,
rescue teams diligently
removed rubble in an
attempt to find the 26
missing students.

The structure fell on
top of hundreds of stu-
dents, mosily boys be-
tween the ages of 12 and
19, on September 30 at
the century-old Al Khoez-
iny schoolin Sidearjo on
the eastern side of Indo-
nesia's Java island. Only
one student escaped un-
scathed, authorities said,
while 95 were treated
for various injuries and
released. Fight others
suffered serious wounds
and remained hospital-
ised Sunday.

Police said two lev-
els were added to the
two-story building with-
out a permit, leading fo
structural failure. This
has  triggered  wide-
spread anger over illegal
construction in Indone-
sia.

“The construction
couldn’t support the
load while the concrete
was pouring (to build)
the third floor because
it didn't meet stand-
ards and the whole 8oo
sguare metres construc-

tion collapsed,” said
Mudji Irmawan, a con-
BUSIN ESS
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UK says it will restrict repeated protests

after 500 arrests at pro-Palestinian vigil

London:

ritish police will get
stronger powers to

restrict  repeated
protests, the govern-
ment said Sunday, after
almost 500 people were
arrested at a demon-
stration in support of a
banned pro-Palestinian
group.

The Heme Office said
police forces will be able
to consider the “cumula-
tive impact of frequent
protests” on local areas
when they impose con-
diticns on marches and
demenstrations.

“The right to protest is
a fundamental freedom
in our country,” Home
Secretary Shabana
Mahmood said. “Howev-
er, this freedom must be
balanced with the free-
dem of their neighbours
to live their lives with-
out fear. Large, repeat-
ed protests can leave
sections of our country,
particularly religious
communities, feeling
unsafe, intimidated and
scared to leave their
‘homes.”

Pre-Palestinian
demenstrations  have

UK tightens protest laws after mass arrests at pro-Palestinian vigil, citing public safety concerns

The Home Office said
police forces will be
able to consider the
“cumulative impact of
frequent protests” on
local areas when they
impose conditions on
marches and demon-
strations.

been held regularly since
the start of Israel's mili-
tary offensive in Gaza,
which has so far killed
more than 67,000 Pales-
tinians, according to the
Gaza Health Ministry
that is part of the Ha-
mas-run  government.
The UN and many io-
dependent experts con-

sider its figures to be the
most reliable estimate of
wartime casualties.
Theproetests have been
overwhelmingly peace-
ful, but some people
say they have allowed
antisemitism to spread.
Some Jews say they feel
threatened by chants
such as “From the river

to the sea, Palestine will
be free.” A handful of
pro-Palestinian protest-
ers have been arrested
for supporting Hamas,
which is banned in the

UK
Israeli Prime Minister
Bepjamin ~ Netanyahu

and his supporters have
frequently accused crit-

ics of Ismael or its con-
duct of the war in Gaza
of antisemitism. Israel's
detractors see it as an
attempt to stifle even le-
gitimate criticism.

British police and pol-
iticians had urged pro-
testers to stay home this
weekend after Thurs-
day’s attack on a syn-
agogue in Manchester
that left two Jewish men
dead. Prime Minister
Keir Starmer said that
ovrganisers should “rec-
ognise and respect the
grief of British Jews this
week” and postpone.

But on Saturday, about
1.000 people gathered in
Trafalgar Square to pro-
test against the banning
of Palestine Action, a
direct-action group that

Pakistan PM Shehbaz
Sharif to visit Malaysia

Islamabad:

Paldstan Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif is sched-
uled to visit Malaysia on
Sunday to promote bi-
lateral ties, according to
the Foreign Office.

He will be accompa-
nied by a high-level del-
egation comprising Dep-
uty Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishag
Dar and other ministers
and senior government
officials, the Foreign Of-
fice(FO) said in a state-
ment released on Satur-

1y

Sharif was invited by
Prime Minister Anwar
Tbrahim of Malaysia for
an official visit from Oc-
tober 510 7.

“The visit reflects the
strong and enduring
strategic partnership be-
tween Pakistan and Ma-
laysia, rooted in mutual
respect. shared interests,

and c]use cooperation
acmoss a wide range of
sectors,” the FO said.

During the visit, the
Prime Minister is sched-
uled to hold bilateral
talks with his Malaysian
counterpart as well as
discuss key regional and
global developments.

The two leaders will
also deliberate on en-
hancing bilateral co-
operatien in trade to
explore  ppportunities
for further cooperation
in trade, IT and tele-
com, Halal industry,
investment, education,
energy, infrastructure,
digital economy, and
pecple-to-people  ties,
the FO said.

The leaders are expect-
ed to witness the sign-
ing of Agreements and
MbUs for eooperation in
several existing and new
sectors, it added.

At least 5 dead in large -scale nighttime Russian strike on Ukraine

Kyiv:

At least five avil-
ians died after Russia
launched drones, mis-
siles and guided aerial
bombs at Ukraine over-
night into Sunday, in a
major nighttime attack
that officials there said
targeted civihan infra-
structure.

Moscow sent over 50
ballistic missiles and
around 500 drones
into mine regiens across

Ukraine, President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said on
Sunday morning.

Four people, incduding

a 15-year-old, died in
a combined drone and
missile strike on Lviv,
according to regional

officials and Ukraine’s
EMErgency service.

The histeric western
city is often seen as a
haven from the fighting
and destruction further
east. At least six more
people sustained imju-
ries, aceording to a state-
ment by Ukraine’s police
force.

The strike left two dis-
tricts without power and
public fransport sus-
pended for a few hours

early Sunday, mayor
Andry Sadovyl report-
ed. He added that a
business complex on the
outskirts of Lviv was on
fire following the strike,
describing it as a civil-
ian facility not linked to
Ukraine’s war effort.

One person was also
injured in  the Iva-
no-Frankivsk reginn
south of Lviv, according
to local Gov. Svitlana
Onyshchuk.

In the southern city
of  Zaporizhzhia, a
nighttime aerial assault
killed a civilian woman
and wounded nine oth-
er people including a
16-year-old girl, regional
Goy. Ivan Fedorov re-
ported. He said Russia
attacked with dromnes
and guided aerial bombs.

Fedorov said the strike
destroyed  residential
buildings and left some
73.000 households in

Zaporizhzhia and sur-
munding areas without
POWEL

Separately, six people
inchiding a child were
injured in Sloviansk, a
key city in the eastern
Donetsk region that re-
mains under Ukrainian
control, after a Russian
guided aerial bomb
slammed inte an apart-
ment block, regional
prosecutors reported on
Sunday.

Commercial coal mining
begins in Arunachal

New Delhi/Ttanagar:
The government will
launch commercial coal
mining in  Arunachal
Pradesh on Monday, put-
ting an end to exploitation
and wastage of resources.

“Arunachal Pradesh is
set to witness a historic
day on October 6, 2025
with the launch of its first
commercial coal mine at
the Namchik-Namphuk
coal block, marking a new
chapter of growth, energy
security, and local pros-
perity,” the coal mimistry
said 1n a statement.

Union Minister of Coal
and Mines G Kishan
Reddy will perform the
Bhoomi Poojan, to be
followed by the handing
over of the mining lease
1o the operator.

The coal block, with
estimated reserves of 1.5
crore tonnes, was first
allocated in 2003. How-
ever, it faced delays due
to various challenges. It
was revived through an
auction process in 2022,
which also opened the
sector for private players.

The mining block is ex-
pected to generate a reve-
mue of over Rs 100 crome
anmually for the state.

The ministry further
said that sources of crit-
ical minerals are also
being unlocked in Arun-
achal Pradesh, with two
blocks in the state and
five in Assam under auc-
tion.

The ministry has also
asked for operationalis-
ing these blocks early as
it would lead to employ-
ment generation.

In an official commu-
nique, Reddy said the
commercial launch of the
coal mine in Changlang
district marks not merely
an indusirial milestone,
but a symbel of tmst,
transparency, and trans-
formation for the state
and the entire North East.

The niinister will joint-
ly launch commercial op-
erations of the mine with
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pemna Khandu.

Reddy underdined
that the initiative fulfills
Prime Minister Narendra
Mpdi's vision of an *Atma
Nirbhar Bharat’, inte-
grating the Norih East
into India's larger energy
and infrastructure grid
through sustainable, sci-
entific, and legal mining
practices.

BSNL 4G towers to be upgraded
to 5G in 6-8 months: Scindia

New Delhi:

he indigenously
developed 4G net-

work of BSNL will
be upgraded to 5G in the
next six-eight months,
telecom minister Jyoti-
raditya Scindia said on
Sunday.

‘While speaking at the
Kautilya Economic En-
clave 2025, the minister
said that India has en-
tered into the club of 4G
technology, which was
deminated by just five
companies in the world
-- Huawei, ZTE, Sam-
sung, Nokia and Erics-
son -- based out of four
countries -- Sweden,
Finland, Scuth Korea
and China.

He said that Prime
Minister Narendra
Meodi unveiled 92,564
towers that connoect
Kashmir to Kanyaku-
mari and Bharuch to
Arunachal Pradesh in
India with our own do-
mestic 4G standard.

“Today, India has en-
tered the club with its
own 4G standard. This

dia’s innovation

capability and innova-
tion enterprise. But we
are not going to rest.
Within the next six to
eight months, we will be
switching these 4G tow-
ers to 5G networks and
providing  end-to-end
5G netwerk capability
across the lsngth and
breadth of India,” Sein-

dia said.

The mimster said
turbulence in geopeliti-
ecal space has become a
rhythm and reached its
all-time high with con-
flicts and wars in every
corner in the last five
years, leading to pro-
tectionism that creates
trade barriers.

Scindia said “climate
shocks” are exposing
economies to economic
vulnerability and threat
of inflation is affecting
every household includ-
ing those in developed
nations.

“Therefore, it begs
the question of us as
human beings teday,

to ask ourselves, where
does prosperity  lie?
That turbulence is not
a disruptor. Turbulence
is also a catalyst. In this
context, India has acted
as a catalyst, growing
at close to 7.8 per cent
GDP growth in the first
quarter of FYa5-26," the
minister said.

He said India has be-
come a fulerum for the
Global South.

“I submit to you that
in this age of uncertain-
ty, which has become
the norm, India is not
just another destina-
tion, India is the direc-
tion. India is not only
the voice. India is the
missicn. And for these
who seek prosperity in
turbulent times, I urge
all of them to look.
move and invest in In-
dia,” Scindia said.

Speaking to reporters
on the sidelines of the
event, the minister said
innovation is thriving in
Indiawhere all the glob-
al majors are present in
India in very large num-
bers.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds Presents the
Artistry Show at South Ex Showroom, Delhi

New Delhi:
Malabar Gold & Dia-
monds, the Responsi-
ble Jeweller and cne
of India’s leading jew-
ellery retail chains, is
all set to host its ex-
clusive Artistry Show
from 4th to 20th Oc-
tober at the South Ex
— part 2 showroom,
Delhi. The exhibition
will celebrate the un-
paralleled craftsman-
ship of handcrafted

jewellery, showeasing
an exquisite collection
of both traditional and
contemporary designs.

he event was
graced by celebrity
fashion designer Asma
Gulzar, a beacon of Tn-
do-fusion fashion and
an internationally ac-
claimed fashion pow-
erhounse, who unveiled
the Artistry Show on
4th October. Her pres-
ence added glamour

and elegance to the oe-
casion, perfectly high-
lighting the seamless
fusion of jewellery and
tashion, and inspiring
connoisseurs and visi-
tors alike.

Each piece show-
cased at the Artistry
Show is a unigue ex-
pression of artisanal
excellence. The curat-
ed collection includes
signature creations
from Malabar Gold &

Diamends’  renowned
exclusive -brands, such
as Mine diamond jew-
ellery, Era uncut di-
amonds, Precia gem-
stone jewellery, Ethnix
handerafted jewellery,
Viraz royal Polki jewel-
lery, and more.

“We are proud to
bring the  Arhistry
Show to our South Ex
showroom, offering
customers in Delhi a
chance to experience

the finest in jewellery
craftsmanship.  Our
collections stand for
quality, purity. and
honest pricing - val-
ues that define the

Malabar promise,”
said M.P. Ahammad,
Chairman, Malabar
Group.

As a responsible
jeweller, Malabar

Gold & Diamonds ad-
heres to the highest
standards of ethical

sourcing. All gold is
procured through legal
and verified channels,
certified with HUID
hallmarks. The brand
exclusively offers gold
sourced from LBMA
and DGDB-approved
refiners, reinforeing
its stance against un-
ethical practices such
as gold smuggling, tax
evasion, and child la-
bour.

Malabar’s core values

are reflected in its ‘Ma-
labar Promises’, a com-
mitment to 100% value
on gold and diamend
exchange, transparent
pricing, certified dia-
monds and gemstones,
lifetime  maintenance,
and ethical sourcing.
These principles form
the foundation of the
brand’s mission to be
the most preferred and
trusted jeweller world-
wide.

India, Australia
to ink 3
pacts during
Rajnath’s visit
to Canberra this
week

New Delhi:

Defence Minister Ra-

jnath Singh will un-
dertake a two-day visit
to Australia beginning
Thursday to explore
“new and meaningful”
initiatives to further ex-
pand bilateral defence
and strategic ties.

The two sides are set
toink three agreements
during Singh’s visit that
will provide for further
boosting cooperation in
the areas of information
sharing, expanding mar-
itime security ties and
joint activities.

India and Australia
are also expected to car-
ry out a detailed review
of the current situation
in the Indo-Pacific amid
gmwing global concerns
over China's increasing
military musele-flexing
in the region.

Singh's trip to Aus-
tralia will mark the
first-ever visit of a de-
fence minister to Aus-
tralia under the Modi
government since
2014.

“The visit comes at a
historic moment when
India and Austral-
ia commemorate five
years of establishment
of India-Australia Com-
prehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP),” the
defence mimistry said.

Singh 1is travelling to
the country at the invita-
tion of Australia’s Dep-
uty Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Rich-
ard Marles.

“The visit will provide
an important opportu-
nity for both sides to ex-
plore new and meaning-
ful initiatives to further
strengthen the bilateral
relationship and the de-
fence partnership,” the
ministry said in a state-
ment.
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‘Washington

inger-
Sn ctor
Selena

Gomez has
shared a

Zubeen Garg's
final film 'Roi Roi
Binale' to release

on Oct 31

Guwahati

opular Assamese

filmmaker Rajesh

Bhuyan has shared

that the upcoming
film 'Roi Roi Binale', which
was a personal project of the
late music legend Zubeen
Garg, will be released na-
tionwide on October 31.

Bhuyan also revealed that

the upcoming film will fea-
ture the "original voice"
recordings of Garg and will
now serve as a tribute to the
singer's immense talent and
passion for Assamese mu-
sic."We were working on this
movie for the last three years.
The story and music of the
moviewere by Zubeen Garg...
This was the first musical
Assamese movie... We had
completed almost all the
work on the movie, except for
the back d ic...," the

glimpse of her vow-writing
process for her wedding to
Benny Blanco, reported
Page Six.

Taking to her Instagram
handle, she shared a series
of pictures of herself getting
ready for her nuptials
in a pink satin robe.

Gomez satona
bed with a pen
and paper,
writing
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down her commitments to
her bean. Her hair and
makeup were already done
for her grandiose wedding.

The blushing bride also
shared a selfie with her fol-
lowers, showing her-
self in a

Sabrina Carpenter rejoices
over Taylor Swift collaboration
in 'The Life of a Showgirl'

Washington

op sensation Sab-

rina Carpenter

has teamed up

with global super-
star Taylor Swift for the ti-
tle track of her twelfth stu-
dio album, 'The Life of a
Showgirl', according to
People.

The collaboration marks
a much-anticipated mo-
ment for fans, as the two
artists blend their signa-
ture styles in what prom-
ises to be one of the year's
biggest pop releases.

Carpenter posted about
their collaboration on her
Instagram Stories, shar-
ing Swift's Instagram post
announcing the album's
release. She also shared a
picture of herself and
Swift, 35, embracing at the
2025 Grammy Awards
with their new duet playing
in the background, ac-
cording to People.

Their collaboration is
the final track on the al-
bum, which delves into the
reality of show business
and what it means to be a

showgitl.

"I wanted Sabrina to be
the person who did the
duet with me on it because
1 just think she's so smart
and cut out for this job, if
you want to call it a job,"
said Swift earlier.

"It's really an all-en-
compassing life path, and
I think she's just so bril-
liant and tough in a way.

Martin Scorsese recalls
why he was asked to

leave Catholic seminary

Washing|

filmmaker said

"Zubeen Garg wanted this
movie to be released on 31st
Octaober, so we have decided
to release it on the same
date, not just in Assam, but
nationwide... Zubeen Garg's
voice is almost 80-90% clear,
aswe had recorded itusing a
lapel mic. So we will use his
original voice only,” he
added. Singer Zubeen Garg
was allegedly "poisoned” in
Singapore, and his manager
Siddharth Sharma and festi~
val organizer Shyamkanu
Mahanta had "deliberately
chosen a foreign venue to
conceal their conspiracy,”
the late singer's bandmate
Shekhar Jyoti Goswami has
alleged, according to official
documents with the police.

ilmmaker Martin

Scorsese opened up

on his early exit

from a Catholic
seminary school that would
have set his life on a very dif-
ferent path, according to
People.

Scorsese, 82, discussed
his lifelong fascination with
religion in Rebecca Miller's
new documentary, "Mr
Scorsese," which premiered
at the New York Film Festi-

He recalled in the series’
first episode that he was
deeply moved when he first
attended Mass at St. Patrick's
Cathedralin New York City,
around the age of seven, and
continued his religious edu-
cation into his teenage years,

as reported by People.

"There was a preparatory
seminary, and that was on
85th Street somewhere. 1
did okay for the first few
months, but something hap-
pened," Scorsese shared in
the new series. "I began to
realise the world is changing.
It was early rock and roll,
and the old world was dying
out. I became aware of life
around me. Falling in love or

She's very sensitive in
terms of being an artist,
but she can handle her-
self. So 1 just thought that
she would be a great per-
son to collaborate with on
that song in particular.
And it's the last song on
the record, so it really ends
out the story of the al-
bum," she added as quoted
by People.

Selena Gomez shares
glimpse of writing vows
for Benny Blanco

white veil and a blue robe,
smiling playfully as she sat
close to her pal.
Gomezalso shared a pho-
to of her and Blanco pas-
sionately walking along a
beach, as well as a photo of
her hurriedly leaving her
wedding reception, accord-
ing to Page Six.
"Fromwriting my vows to
leaving my wedding a lit-
tle earlier than most.."
B she captioned the
candid post, re-
ported Page
Six.

Anita Hassanandani wins
Rannvijay Singha-hosted

Mumbai

elevision actor Ani-

‘ta Hassanandani

has  been

nounced as the
winner of Zee TV's reality
show ‘Chhoriyan Chali Gaon'.

The popular actor took
home the trophy after de-
feating Krishna Shroff and
Surabhi Mehra in the final
task of the show, which was
hosted by Rannvijay Sing-
ha.

The show, which began on
August 3, brought together 11
well-known faces from tele-
vision, films, and social me-

an-

'Chhoriyan Chali
B

TN,

dia. Tt aimed to show how
these urban women adapted
to life in a rural village, far
from their usual comfort
zones. The contestants in-
cluded Anita Hassanandani,
Krishna Shroff, Aishwarya
Khare, Sumukhi Suresh, An-
jum Fakih, Reha Sukheja,
Rameet Sandhu, Erika
Packard, Surabhi Mehra,
Samriddhi Mehra (Chinki-
Minki), and Dolly Javed.
Throughout the show, the
participants were given chal-
lenges such as milking cows,
fetching water, cooking on
traditional chulhas, and

Soha Ali Khan's homely
birthday celebration with

husband Kunal Kemmu an

Mumbai

he Pataudi family

came together to

celebrate Soha Ali

Khan's birthday in
a cosy, fun way.

The 'Rang De Basanti' ac-
tor, who turned a year old-
er on October 4, gave fansa
glimpse into her intimate
celebration.

Taking to her Instagram
account on Sunday, Soha
shared a series of pictures
from the special day, which
included her husband Kunal
Kemmu, her mother and
veteran actress Sharmila
Tagore, and a few close
friends. From delicious
cakes to gluten-free treats,
the pictures showed a calm
and happy family evening.

"Cake, calm, and a lot of
love -- couldn't ask for
#happybirthday
#gratitude,” Soha wrote in
the caption.

Earlier, actor Kareena
Kapoor Khan penned an
adorable birthday wish for
her sister-in-law.

more.

Kareena took to her In-

ol

Gaon'

teaching local children. Each
week, one contestant was
named 'Chhori Number 1'
for her performance.

The final round saw Kr-
ishna Shroff, Erika Packard,
Surabhi Mehra, Dolly Javed,
and Anita Hassanandani bat-
tle it out for the title, with Ani-
ta emerging as the winner.

Anita is best known for
her hit television shows like
Kkavyanjaliand Kyunki Saas
Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi. The ac-
tress rose to fame for her
impressiverole as a villain in
the television serial 'Yeh Hai
Mohabbatein'.

d family

stagram handle and shared
a series of pictures. The
first one featured the 'Jab
We Met' actor alongside
Soha Ali Khan. Theace star
called her "funny” and "sup-
portive."

"May the books, sugar-
free cake, and the love you
have for your brother and
me never run out... You
funny, supportive, lovely
one... Happy birthday, sis-
ter-in-law. Love you al-
ways... @sakpataudi," Ka-
reena Kapoor wrote in the
caption.

After Kareena's post,
Soha responded, "No dan-
ger of that!! Tam supreme-
Iy loyal to my family, my lit-
erature, and my desserts!!
Sometimes, the order of
priority changes... Love
you!!"

Born on October 4, Soha
has acted in the romantic
comedy film 'Dil Maange
More' and is also known
for her roles in 'Rang De
Basanti,' 'Ahista Ahista,'
and 'Chhorii 2,' among oth-
ers.

Kirsten Dunst credits her
Hollywood career to "good
friends and good family"

Washington
ctor Kirsten Dunst,
who began her

Hollywood jour-
ey asa child star,
has credited her enduring
30-year career to two key
factors — "good friends

believes has kept her ground-
ed in Hollywood. She added
that
While
speaking at the

Los Angeles premiere of
her upcoming film 'Roof-

proud that I can keep doing
films that I want to do, and
that the industry has em-
braced me still and keeps
doing so. I really appreciate
growing up, finding my
path, and being part of
making movies that

and good family," ac- Man', Dunst said her close re- ean a lot to me,” she

cording to People.

‘While speaking at the
Los Angeles premiere of
her upcoming film "Roof-
man’, Dunst said her closere-
lationships have been essen-
tial in sustaining her through
the highs and lows of the en-
tertainment industry.

"Good friends and good
family,” said the 43-vear-old
actress, when asked what she

lationships have been

essential in sustaining her

through the highs and
lows of the entertain-
ment industry.

she feels "very proud" to still
be making films she is pas-
sionate about, aceording to
People.

"Tthink that1 just feel very

shared, according to
People.
Dunst, an industry vet-
eran, landed her first sig-
nificantrole at the age of 11,
starring opposite Brad Pitt
and Tom Cruise in 1994's
'Interviewwith the Vampire.
She was nominated for a
Golden Globe for her per-
formance in the gothic
thriller.



