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More than 30 dead in stampede at
TVK leader Vijay's rally in Karur

B An unexpected surge in crowd
by the city police are said to be the reasons behind the tragedy.

ennai/Karur

ore than thirty
people died in a
stampede at the

actor-politician  Vijay's
rally here on Saturday,
state Health Minister
Ma Subramanian said.

According to him, 29
persons were brought
dead and over 45 are
under treatment. Mean-
while, the chief minister
convened a meeting of
top state officials at the
Secretariat to review the
situation.

PM Modi, condoling
the deaths, said: "The
unfortunate incident
during a political rally
in Karur, Tamil Nadu,
is deeply saddening. My
thoughts are with the
families who have lost
their loved ones. Wish-
ing strength to them in
this difficult time. Pray-
ing for a swift recovery
to all those injured."

According to officials,
at least 30 people faint-
ed while Vijay was actu-
ally addressing the rally
and were rushed in am-
bulances to hospitals.

"Information from
Karur is worrisome,"
Chief Minister M K Sta-
lin said after the hos-

h

sand a ¢

pitalisation of several
people.

Even as Vijay was ad-
dressing the massive
gathering from atop his
campaign vehicle, he
halted his speech mid-
way when many work-
ers raised alarm after
noticing that people
were fainting and falling
down,

Many who fainted
were waiting for hours

oy

together to see Vijay,
and it included children.
Vijay himself request-
ed a way for the ambu-
lance and he threw wa-
ter bottles from atop his
campaign vehicle and
also announced that a
child had gone missing.
He also urged police to
come forward to help.
While those who faint-
ed were rushed to hos-
pitals, Vijay continued
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Route to Final
Group Stage

PAKISTAN

Sep 10 vs UAE Won by 9 wickets _ Sep 12 vs Oman Won by 93 runs

Sep 14 vsPakistan  Won by 7wickets | Sep 14 vsIndia Lost by 7 wickets

Sep 19 vs Oman Won by 21 runs _ Sep 17 vs UAE Won by 41 runs
Super Four

Sep 21 vsPakistan  Won by 6 wickets Sep 21 vs India Lost by 6 wickets

Sep 24 vs Bangladesh Won by 41 runs Sep 23 ysSriLanka  Won by 5 wickets

Sep26 vsSrilanka  Won by Super Over | Sep25

vs Bangladesh Won by 11 runs

India-Pakistan set for tense final amid off-field drama

his speech. However, he
ended it soon after sens-
ing an abnormal situa-
tion at a section of the
pretty huge gathering.

The CM said he has
instructed ~ Ministers
Ma Subramanian, Anbil
Mahesh and the District
Collector to provide im-
mediate support to the
affected people.

Dr R Suganthy Ra-
jakumari, Director of

violation of the safety instructions issued

Medical Education, said,
"Doctors have been mo-
bilised from Trichy,
Dindugal, Namakkal
and even from Madurai
Medical College. As of
now, around 30 doctors
have been mobilised.
If there is need, more
doctors and manpower
will be diverted to Karur
Medical College."

Suganthy further said,
"So far 33 dead bodies
have been brought to the
Karur Medical College.
Since it is a medical col-
lege hospital, there is no
dearth of beds. Facilities
will be made depending
on the need."

Actor-turned-politi-
cian Vijay had launched
the next stage of his
2026 Assembly election
campaign in the Kongu
region on Saturday af-
ternoon.

He arrived at Tiruchy
International Airport in
the morning from Chen-
nai by a chartered flight
and proceeded to Nam-
akkal for igni

EC to visit Bihar on Oct
4-5 to review poll prep

New Delhi

he Election Com-
mission, led by
CEC Gyanesh Ku-

mar, will visit Patna on
October 4 and 5 to take
stock of poll prepared-
ness in Bihar, officials
said on Saturday.

The term of the
243-member legislative
assembly ends on No-
vember 22, and assem-
bly polls in the key state
are likely to be held in
November.

It is usual for the poll
authority to visit states
before announcing the
poll schedule.

Officials said the Chief
Election ~ Commission-
er-led team will be in the
state on October 4 and 5.

A briefing of general,

Although he was sched-
uled to address his cad-
res around 12 p.m., he
reached the venue only

around 2.30 p.m.
Agency

police and diture
observers appointed
by the EC for the Bihar
polls is also expected to
take place here on Octo-

er 3.
The Special Intensive

GIANESH KUUAR

Revision (SIR) of the
voter list in Bihar is in
the final stages and a fi-
nal electoral roll will be
published on September
30.

The Commission
meets representatives of
political parties, top po-
lice and administrative
officials, and its state poll
officials while reviewing
election readiness.

The special intensive
revision, taking place
after a gap of over two
decades, has come
under sharp criticism
from opposition parties,
which have claimed
that it will disenfran-
chise crores of genuine
citizens of their voting
rights.

The Commission has
asserted that it will
not allow any eligible
citizen to be left out of
the voter list and, at the
same time, not let any
ineligible person be on
the list. Agency

Jaishankar urges BRICS to defend

free trade amid tariff war

New Delhi

3 Affairs

Minister S Jais-

hankar has called
on Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China, South Afri-
ca (BRICS) to defend
the multilateral trading
system amid increasing
protectionism and tariff
volatility during a meet-
ing of the bloc's foreign
ministers in New York
on the sidelines of the
United Nations General
Assembly session.

"When multilateralism
is under stress, BRICS
has stood firm as a strong
voice of reason and con-
structive change," Jais-
hankar said in a social
media post.

"In a turbulent world,
BRICS must reinforce
the message of peace-
building, dialogue, di-
plomacy and adherence
to international law," he
said.

"As rising protection-
ism, tariff volatility and

Wangchuk being probed for Pak links: Ladakh police chief

Srinagar

adakh Director

General of Police

S D Singh Jamwal
on Saturday said Son-
am Wangchuk is being
probed for allegedly
having links with Paki-
stan on the back of last
month's arrest of a Pa-
kistani Intelligence Op-
erative who sent videos
of his protests across the
border.

Jamwal described
Wangchuk as the key
person behind Wednes-
day's  violence that
claimed the lives of
four people and injured
scores of others.

On Friday, Wangchuk
was detained under Na-
tional Security Act and
sent to a jail in Jodhpur
in Rajasthan.

"What has been found

Ladakh Director General of Police S D Singh Jamwal

in  the investigation
(against Wangchuk)
cannot be disclosed at
this moment. The pro-
cess is going on and
if you look at his pro-
file and history, it is all
available on YouTube.

His speech worked as
instigation as he talked
about the Arab spring
and the recent unrest in
Nepal, Bangladesh, and
Sri Lanka.

"He had his own agen-
da. There is a probe of

foreign funding, viola-
tion of FCRA against
him - We have a PIO
with us who was report-
ing across the border,
sending videos of the
protests led by Wang-
chuk. The police chief
also cited some of Wang-
chuk's foreign visits, and
termed them as suspi-
cious.

"He attended an event
by The Dawn in Pakistan
and also visited Bangla-
desh," Jamwal told re-
porters in Leh.

Wangchuk has been
the main face of the ag-
itation spearheaded by
the Leh Apex Body and
Kargil Democratic Alli-
ance for statehood and
extension of sixth sched-
ule to the Union Territory.

Jamwal said Wang-
chuk tried to hijack the

platform and tried to
scupper the dialogue
between the Centre and
Ladakh representatives.
The Centre has invited
the leaders for a fresh
round of talks on Octo-

ber 6.
Jamwal said Wang-
chuk continued his

hunger strike, despite
knowing that an infor-
mal meeting between
the two sides was going
to take place on Septem-
ber 25.

"Just a day before
the informal meeting,
a deliberate attempt
was made to vitiate the
peaceful  atmosphere
through provocative
videos and statements
which culminated with
violence on Wednesday
and unfortunate deaths,"
he said. Agency

External Affairs Minister § Jaishankar

non-tariff barriers im-
pact trade flows, BRICS
must defend the multi-
lateral trading system,"
he said.

Jaishankar's remarks
come weeks after the US
slapped 50 per cent tar-
iffs on India, including
an additional 25 per cent
penalty for its purchase
of Russian oil, among
the highest in the world.

The external affairs
minister also called on
the bloc to amplify its
collective call for a com-
prehensive reform of the
principal organs of the
United Nations, espe-
cially the UN Security
Council.

"Technology and in-
novation will define the
next phase of BRICS co-
operation," he added.

Talking about India's
upcoming chairship of
the grouping in 2026,
Jaishankar said it will
focus on food and en-
ergy security, climate
change and sustainable
development  through
digital  transformation,
startups, innovation and
strengthened  develop-
ment partnerships.

Jaishankar also met
his counterparts from
Sierra Leone, Romania,

Cuba, Austria, Brazil,
South Africa, Indone-
sia, Russia, Uruguay,

Colombia, Antigua and
Barbuda, among others,
on the margins of the
UN General Assembly
session.

He also met with the
UAE's Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Abdullah bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, and
the two leaders ex-
changed perspectives on
bilateral cooperation.

Agency

PM Modi flags off Amrit Bharat Express,

connecting Brahmapur to Ud
!

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

n a significant de-

velopment for Indi-

an Railways, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday inaugurated
the Amrit Bharat Express,
connecting Brahmapurin
Odisha to Udhna in Guja-
rat. The launch took place
through a programme
held in Odisha and marks
the 12th train in the Amrit
Bharat series, which has
already gained populari-
ty among passengers, es-
pecially the middle class.
Out of the 12 trains, 10
are currently being op-
erated from Bihar.

The Amrit Bharat Ex-
press is positioned as a
new-generation  train,
designed to offer afforda-

HIGHLIGHT

® Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw reviews the
work of bullet train station at Surat.

ble, safe, and long-dis-
tance travel with world-
class facilities. The train

is equizstance travel.
Covering over 1,700
kilometers through

22 districts across five
states—Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra,  Chhattisgarh,

hna in Gujarat

Andhra Pradesh, and
Odisha—the train aims
to boost business oppor-
tunities, particularly in
the textile and diamond
sectors, and also bene-
fit pilgrims visiting the
Maa Tara Tarini Shakti-
peeth.
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One solution to a thousand problems
is watet! but these things also matter

Dr. Dinesh
Kapoor, Health &
Fitness Expert

ater doesn't just
quench thirst —
it plays a vital

role in keeping our bod-
ies healthy. Inadequate
water intake can lead to
various health problems.
Health and fitness expert
Dr. Dinesh Kapoor ex-
plains just how essential
water is for us and how it
can help eliminate many
ailments.

Why You Should Drink
More Water

Keeping vour body
hydrated is essential
for maintaining good
health. The human body
is made up of 70% wa-
ter. Water helps regulate
body temperature and
maintains moisture in
the eyes and mouth. Tt
flushes out toxins and
carries nutrient: the
cells. Water pla; eru-
cial role in every cellular
function.

Water helps prevent
dehydration, migraine,
indigestion, high bloed
pressure, kidney stones,

breast cancer, uterine
cancer, sinusitis, pulmo-
nary tuberculosis, and
obesity.

Benefits of Drink-
ing Water on an Empty
Stomach

Drinking water on an
empty stomach activates
bowel movements and
aids in detoxification.
It helps cleanse the in-
testines and clears out
waste and toxins from
the digestive tract, im-
proving gut health.

Helpful for Headaches
and Migraines

Not drinking enough
water or not consuming

it at regular intervals can
lead to headaches and
even severe migraines.
Headaches often oc-
cur_when brain tissues
shrink due to detoxifica-
tion. Drinking water on
an empty stomach helps
rehydrate brain tissues
effectively.

Eliminates Bad Breath

Rinsing your mouth
with fresh water and
drinking water on an
empty stomach in the
morning helps eliminate
up to 60% of the bacte-
ria responsible for bad
breath and oral odor.

Boosts Immunity

ITBP women scale mount Nun,
flag-in ceremony held in Delhi

TSN/New Delhi:
The Indo-Tibetan Bor-
der Police (ITBP) today
held a grand flag:
mony at its headqn arters
to honour the all-women
mountaineering  expe-
dition that successfully
scaled Mount Nun in
Ladakh. Shri Govind
Mohan, Home Secre-
tary, Government of In-
dia, attended the ceremo-
ny as the chief guest.

The expedition team,
comprising 14 women
mountaineers led by As-
sistant Commandant Ms.
Bhanita, achieved the re-

markable feat of summit-
ing the 7,135-meter peak
on August 14 this year.
Addressing the gather-
ing, ITBP Director Gen-
eral Shri Rahul Rasgotra
praised the achievement
as a proud moment in the
Force’s mountaineering
history and a milestone
in women’s empower-
ment.

The chief guest felici-
tated the mountaineers
with cash awards, ap-
plauding their courage,
perseverance, and ded-
ication. He also reaf-
firmed the Ministry of

Home Affairs’ commit-
ment to supporting such
expeditions and_encour-
aging sports and adven-
ture activities within the
Force.

The event concluded
with a vote of thanks, a
group photograph  of
the team with digni-
taries, and a fellowship
over refreshments. The
expedition has not only
strengthened ITBP's rep-
utation in high-altitude
mountaineering but also
set a benchmark of inspi-
ration for future genera-
tions,

Water helps prevent
dehydration, migraine,
indigestion, high
blood pressure, kidney
stones, breast cancer,
uterine cancer, sinusi-
tis, pulmonary tuber-
culosis, and obesity.

Drinking water on an
empty stomach helps
fight infections and pre-
vents their spread. It
flushes out harmful tox-
ins, strengthens the im-
mune system, and helps
maintain healthy mu-
cous membranes.

Helpful in Low Blood
Pressure

Drinking more wa-
ter helps naturally thin
the blood, ensuring
smoother flow through
the blood vessels. This
reduces pressure on the
heart and helps control
blood pressure levels.

How Much Water
Should You Drink — and
How?

According  to  Dr.
Dinesh Kapoor, it’s es-

sential to understand
how much and how to
drink water. Take a glass
of water and sip it slowly.
With each sip, the water
mixes with alkaline sali-
va and reaches the stom-
ach, helping neutralize
stomach acids.

One must also know
not to overconsume wa-
ter. Drinking too much
water can dilute diges-
tive enzymes, affect-
ing the digestion pro-
cess. Water should be
at room temperature or
lukewarm. Drinking ex-
tremely hot or cold wa-
ter can stress your sens-
es and may even shock
your system.

Ways to Drink Water
in the Morning

Here are some health-
ier variations for your
morning hydration rou-
tine:

Fruit-Infused Water:
Add slices of fruits like
lemon, oranges, water-
melon, or strawberries
to your water bettle for
natural flavor and added
nutrients.

Lemon Water: A glass

of plain lemon water

without sugar is one

of the best hydrating
drinks.

Cumin (Jeera) Water:
Soak a teaspoon of cum-
in seeds in a glass of wa-
ter overnight. Strain and
drink it in the morning —
great for weight loss.

Ginger Water: Warm
water with ginger can
help strengthen immu-
nity and reduce appetite.

When  Should  You
Avoid Drinking Water?

Few people  know
this: Do not drink large
amounts of water just be-
fore going to bed. It may
interrupt your sleep due
to frequent urination. It's
best to stop drinking wa-
ter at least two hours be-
fore bedtime.

Benefits of Drinking
Warm Water

Ancient medicine
believes that drinking
warm water helps bal-
ance cold and moisture
in the body. Tt supports
better  digestion,  im-
proves circulation, and
aids in natural detoxifi-
cation.

Keshav

Vedic chants resonate at Keshav Dham
on Ashok Singhal birth anniversary

Vrindavan:

Dham  came
alive with Vedic chants
as it celebrated the birth
anniversary of Ashok
Singhal, the renowned
leader of the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi move-
ment and a champion of
Hindu values. The event,
held at Keshav Ved Vidy-
alaya, was organized as a
Vedic Poojan Festival in
honor of Singhal's con-
tributions to society and
Hindu culture.

Students of Keshav
Ved Vidvalaya, under
the guidance of Acharya
Sudhakar Dwivedi, col-
lectively recited all four
Vedas, filling the prem-
ises with the sound of
sacred chants. The pro-
gram commenced with
the garlanding of por-
traits and lamp-light-
ing ceremonies for Adi
Shankaracharya, Ved

Vyasa, and Ashok Sin-
ghal, performed by
Swami Gaurvanand
Ji, Program President
Kanhaiyalal — Agarwal,
Chief Guest Padmanabh
Goswami, and other dig-
nitaries.

During the event, the
texts of the four Vedas
were  worshiped, fol-
lowed by Vedic and
Pauranic  invocations.
Ved Vidyalaya Principal
Ravindra Sharma high-
lighted the school's ac-
tivities, while Keshav
Dham minister Satish
Chandra Agarwal de-
tailed the institution’s
various projects. Swami
Gaurvanand Ji praised
Ashok Singhal for ded-
icating his life to the
nation, society, and
Hindu interests, noting
his wish for Vedic ed-
ucation to reach every
household.

Senior Journalist Binish Thomas Endures False
Allegations and Threats for Bold Geopolitical Reporting

TSN/New Delhi:

In the world of inves-
tigative journalism,
where uncovering un-
comfortable truths of-
ten comes at a steep
personal cost, Binish
Thomas stands as a
resilient figure. A sen-
ior journalist based in
Bangalore, Thomas has
been repeatedly target-
ed by various senior
police officials with a
series of baseless alle-
gations. What makes
these incidents particu-
larly alarming is that
they appear to stem
from his fearless re-
porting on sensitive ge-
opolitical issues, rather

an any wrongdoing
on his part.

The latest episode
unfolded recently when
a complaint was filed
against Thomas. Shock-
ingly, the complainant
has never met him in
person and has had
no conversation with
him—not even over the
phone. This pattern of
fabricated claims is not
new for Thomas; it all
began in 2015, short-
ly after he published

Atal Foundation expands national team,
sets new VlSlOl’l for growth & social impact

___TSN/New Delhi: _
Atal Foundation, under
the leadership of Nation-
al President Aparna Sin-
gh, has announced the
expansion of its national
team, giving the organi-
zation a renewed sense
of dircetion. The new
team has been formed
by carefully consider-
ing the organization's
culture, the experience
of senior members, and
the priorities of national

interest.

Mr. Subhash Bhati
(Greater Noida, Gau-
tam Buddh Nagar) and
Mr. Deepak Chaudhary
(Govindpuri, Modina-
gar, Ghaziabad) have
been appointed as Na-
tional Vice Presidents.
Ms. Chandrika Tomar
has been named Na-
tional  Representative,
Ms. Shalini Kangra has
been appointed as Delhi
State President, and Mr.
Shobhit Chaudhary has
taken charge as Uttar
Pradesh State President.

Expressing her delight
at the announcement,
National President
Aparna Singh said, “I
am extremely pleased to
welcome the new team. 1
am confident that their

experience, dedica-
tion, and hard work will
take Atal Foundation to
greater heights. This ex-
pansion will strengthen
the organization's mis-
sion and make its efforts
even more impactful. I
am proud to have such a
talented and cum.u'uﬁed
team working with u:
National Viee Presi-
dent Mr. Subhash Bhati
stated, “T am committed
to working with com-
plete sincerity and ded-
ication to advance Atal
Foundation’s objectives
in the national inter-
est. I believe that our
team’s collective efforts
ill bring about positive
change in the country

and ensure meamng{nl
contributions to society.”
National Vice Presi-
dent Mr. Deepak Chaud-
hary shared, "I am hon-
ored to be entrusted
with this responsibility.
I will put my full energy
into making the organi-
zation's initiatives more
ffective and in  con-
tributing to society. To-
gether, we will take Atal
Foundation’s
the next level.
National
at' ¢ Ms.
mar said, “Being as-
sociated with Atal Foun-
dation, I am committed
to playing my role in the
development of socie-
ty and youth. Together,

we will fulfill the organ-
ization's goals and take
concrete steps in the na-
tional interest.”

Delhi State President
Ms. Shalini Kangra re-
marked, “Tt is a matter of
pride for me to contrib-
ute to Atal Foundation's
mission. We will work
collectively to  bring
about positive social
change and make the
organizition's activities
even more impactful.”

Uttar Pradesh State
President Mr.  Shob-
hit Chaudhary added,

“With the new team, I am

committed to realizing
the organization's ob-
Jjectives in Uttar Pradesh.
Our focus will always
remain on national in-
terest and social collabo-
ration. Together, we wil
take Atal Foundation to
new heights.”

These appointments
come into effect imme-
diately. Atal Founda-
tion is confident that
the new team will work
together to strengthen
its mission, inspire a
sense of national con-
sciousness, and achieve
success through collab-
orative efforts across

the country.

a hard-hitting _article
exposing the debt di-
plomacy tactics of one
of India’s adversarial
nations in Africa. The
piece detailed how Afri-
can countries have been
ensnared in economic
traps through preda-
tory loans and invest-
ments, highlighting the
broader implications
for global stability.
Thomas's revelations
went further, uncov-
ering a disturbing net-
work of influence. He
alleged that agents of
this eountry operate ex-
tensively across India,
offering substantial
monetary incentives to
corrupt police officers.
These officers, in turn,
are used to intimidate
and ensnare journal-
ists, activists, and oth-
ers who dare to speak
or write critically about
the nation’s actions.
Since 2015, Thomas
has faced a barrage of
troubles from multiple
angles, including le-
gal harassment. Unde-
terred, he has fought
back in the courts, se-
curing acquittals in

numerous cases. Yet,
in Bangalore, several
high-ranking police of-
ficers continue to alleg-
edly serve these foreign
interests, targeting in-
nocent individuals un-
der the guise of official
duties.

A recent shocking
statement from an of-
ficial of the Tibetan
Pravasi government
(the exile administra-
tion of Tibet) has added
fuel to these concerns.
The official claimed
that in Europe, numer-
ous former ministers
have joined companies
linked to this adversar-
ial mation as directors,

lured by exorbitant sal-
aries. This underscores
the global reach of such
influence peddling, ex-
tending far beyond In-
dia’s borders.

Thomas's ordeal in-
tensified further dur-
ing the October 2023
Hamas attack on Israel,
which was widely con-
demned as a terrorist
act. In response, he
penned another inci-
sive article analyzing
the assault and un-
derlying  geopolitical
motivations. The piece
drew international at-
tention, with former
U.S. President Joe Bid-
en even referencing a
key statement from it
during a press confer-
ence. However, the ac-
claim eame at a price:
Thomas began receiv-
ing a flood of anony-
mous threatening calls
from various numbers,
clearly intended to si-
lence him.

As an cxpert in geo-
politics, Thomas's wark
has consistently chal-
lenged powerful enti-
ties, earning him both
admiration and enmity.

Historic ‘World Kayastha Conclave 2025’
to be Held in New Delhi on October 23-24

TSN/New Delhi:
The All India Kayast-
ha Mahasabha (Regd.
2150, New Delhi) and
the Chitransh Chamber
of Commerce & Indus-
tries (CCCI) today an-
nounced that the World
Kayastha Conclave
2025 will be held on
October 23-24, 2025
at Talkatora Stadium,
New Delhi.

Announcing the con-
clave, National Chair-
man Dr. Abhishek Ver-
ma said it will coincide
with the auspicious oc-
casion of Yam Dwitiva
(Bhai Dooj), tradition-
ally celebrated with the
worship of Lord Chi-
tragupta. He added that
the conclave will mark a
historic opportunity for
the Kayastha communi-
ty to unite and demon-
strate its strength

The Kayastha com-
munity traces its origin
to Lord Chitragupta,
revered as the celestial
accountant of Yamraj,
responsible for main-
taining the record of
human deeds. Over the
centuries,  Kayasthas
have played a central
role in administration,
diplomacy, education,
literature, and govern-

ance—from the royal
courts of ancient India
to the modern bureau-
cracy and judiciary. Al-
though classified among
the upper castes, many
scholars believe that the
unique identity and role
of the community dis-
tinguish it as a Varna in
its own right, with a tra-
dition rooted in knowl-
edge and governance.
Dr. Verma called
upon the estimated 12
crore Kayasthas in In-
dia to come together,
showcase solidarity,
and emerge as a signif-
icant political and social
force to help position
India as a “Vishwa Guru’
(World Leader) by 2047,
the centenary year of in-

dependence.

The conclave will also
pay tribute to eminent
figures of the Kayastha
community, including
Swami  Vivekananda,

udiram Bose, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose,
Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Jayaprakash ~Narayan,
Shrikant Verma, Prem-
chand, Harivansh Rai
Bachchan,  Gopaldas
Neeraj, Biju Patnaik,
and Jvoti Basu. A spe-
cial tribute will be
offered to Balasaheb
Thackeray, acknowl-
edging his transform-
ative contribution to
Indian politics through
the founding of Shiv
Sena in 1966.

His articles have shed
light on hidden machi-
nations that many pre-
fer to ignore, from eco-
nomic imperialism in
Afriea to transnational
espionage networks.
Despite the relentless
pressure—false  com-
plaints, court battles,
and overt threats—
Thomas remains stead-
fast in his commitment
to truth. “Journalism is
not just a profession;
it's a battle for trans-
parency,” he has often
said.

In an era where press
freedom is under siege,
Binish Thomas's sto-
1y serves as a stark
reminder of the risks
faced by those who
hold power to aceount.
As investigations into
these allegations con-
tinue, calls are grow-
ing for greater pro-
tection for journalists
and accountability for
those abusing author-
ity. Thomas’s fight is
far from over, but his
courage inspires a new
generation to speak out
against the shadows of
geopolitical intrigue.

FOR ADVERTISING IN

TOP
STORY
PLEASE
CONTACT:
9818799941

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC AT LARG ERY
INFORMED BY WAY OF TIHIS
NOTICE THAT MY CLIENTS SH
ANIL KUMAR S10 SH. BIRBAL
SINGIT RO PLOT NO 485 FT
NEAR  THIVENL  HOSPITAL
SHIVPURI PART 2 NAIAFGARH
SOUTH WEST DELHI HAS
RENOUNCE & SEVERED ALl
THEIR RELATIONSHIPS WITH
THEIR SON ANUI KUMAR AND
DAUGHTER IN LAW ASHU WO
ANLI KUMAR WHO LEFT 115
HOUSE ON DATED 19002025
ANID SINCE THEN MY CLIENTS
HAVE NO - RELATION WITH
THEII IN ANY MANNER MY
CLIENTS FURTHER DISOWNED
& DEBARRED FROM  ALL
MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES, THEREFORE
MY CLIENTS SHALL NOT Bl
RESPONSISLE FOR THEIR ANY
ACT DONE IN PAST, PRESENT
OR FUTURE

AMIT CHAHAR

Advocate

Ch. No. 314, Lawyer's Chamber
iock, Dwarka Court Complex,
New Defhi-11007%

Moh:- 9899171617

I, 12, fssuie 1

#1, Pubishied & Printed by Pravaen Astre on behifof (0P S 1RY MEDIA

9w e BT Wit o.E Ene Wm0 Sarmyssin of Ee 3T

i Exiress Pt e
941, No'da sifice C

36/40, Lon fisad, Saahdsrs, D1

el o, 858

stary 2007

Rem




DELHI

TOP STORY, DeL, Sunpay 28, Sepremeer 2025

CM Gupta pushes smart parking solution

New Delhi

elhi Chief Minis-

ter Rekha Gupta

on Saturday i

augurated a mul-
ti-level shuttle-type parking
facility at GK and said her
government plans to install
around 100 such automated
systems across the city to
provide a "permanent solu-
tion" to the national capital's
parking issues.

The fully automated facil-
ity, builtat a cost of Rs 63.74
crore by the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD),
can accommodate 399 ve-
hicles, aiming to reduce con-
gestionin one of south Del-
hi's busiest markets.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion, Gupta said, "Parking is
a major issue in Delhi. It
causes traffic jams and dis-
putes among people. Our
government is working to re-
solve this problem through

technology-driven solu-
tions." "Our target is to set
up around 100 automated
parking systems in different
parts of the city," she added.

The chief minister assured
that there will be no shortage
of funds for civic amenities

Noida and Bithoor join hands
to boost urban cleanliness
under Swachh Bharat Mission

Ajeet Kumar
Noida
In asignificant move under

Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0,
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, Government
of India, organized a pro-
gram facilitating a strategic
partnership between Noida
Authority and Bithoor Nagar
Panchayat, Kanpur, The col-
laboration,  formalized
through a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU), is
part of the Swachh City Pair-
ing Initiative, which aims to
link larger cities with small-
ercounterparts to exchange
knowledge, strengthen ur-
ban governance, and en-
hance solid waste manage-
ment practices.

The initiative will focus
on sharing best practices in
solid and liquid waste man-
agement, upgrading door-to-
door waste collection in
Bithoor, and developing sci-
entific methods for waste

ing and disposal.
Both cities will also collabo-
rate on citizen participation
and awareness campaigns,
while technical and mana-
gerial support will be pro-
vided to improve cleanli-
ness rankings and overall
urban hygiene.

Under the MoU, Noida
Authority will extend its ex-
pertise, technical solutions,
and proven cleanliness
strategies to Bithoor Nagar
Panchayat. The authority
will guide the preparation
and execution of collective
work plans, conduct training
programs for capacity build-
ing, and offer continuous
mentoring support. In re-
turn, Bithoor Nagar Pan-
chayat will implement the
recommended practices, ex-
ecute area-wise cleanliness
management plans, and re-
port progress and outcomes
to the Ministry and the men-
tor city.

and pre D_]EL'[S such as shuttle
and puzzle parking facili-
ties will help ease long-
standing challenges faced
by residents.

The event was attended by
Delhi Urban Development

Road development accelerates in Raj Nagar
extension, major connectivity pro;ects underway

Shiv Kumar
Ghaziabad

The construction of the 30-
meter-wide road from
Agrawal Heights to Bhatta
Number 5 in Raj Nagar Ex-
tension has officially com-
menced, marking a signifi-
cant step forward in the
area’s ongoing infrastruc-
ture development. The proj-
ect, initiated on the acquired
land of Village Morthi,
Khasra No. 98, is proceed-
ing with the consent of local
farmers. The authority’s
Chief Engineer in charge,
along with other officials,
conducted an inspection of
thesite to oversee the initial
stages of marking and em-
bankment work.

This development follows
a review conducted just two
daysago by the Vice Chair-
man of Ghaziabad Devel-
opment Authority, Mr. Atul
Vats, who a sed ongoing
zonal road construction
projects in Raj Nagar Ex-
tension. During the meet-
ing, officials reported that
approximately 700 meters
of the Agrawal Heights-
Bhatta Number 5 road had
been delayed earlier due to
disputes among farmers.
These issues are now being
addressed through dialogue,
allowing previously stalled
work to resume immedi-
ately.

In addition to this, the

Noida officials launch drive to ensure safe
food and med1c1nes ahead of stlvals

Ajit Kumar
Noida

In a move to safeguard pub-
lic health, a district-level
committee meeting was held
today under the chairman-
ship of Additional District
Magistrate (Administration)
Manglesh Dubey, following
directives from District Mag-
istrate Medha Rupam. The
meeting focused on ensuring
the availability of pure food
and medicines and enforcing
the provisions of the Food
Safety and Standards Act.

During the meeting, As-
sistant Food Commissioner
11 Sarvesh Kumar Mishra
and Chief Food Safety Offi-
cer Virendra Dwivedi pre-
sented updates on recent
enforcement actions related
to food safety. Officials were
instructed to conduct special
campaigns in both urban
and rural areas of the dis-
trict, especially ahead of up-
coming festivals, to prevent

adulteration through sys-
tematic sampling of food
and beverages. Any adul-
terated samples found in
laboratory tests will result in
strict action and fines against
the concerned establish-
ments.

The Additional District
Magistrate also directed food
safety officers to inspect can-
teens in schools, colleges,
and hostels to ensure com-
pliance with food standards.
Hotels and restaurants will
face special scrutiny, with

compulsory testing of
gravies used in vegetable
preparations. Officers were
further tasked with prepar-
ing advisories on food forti-
fication, reused cooking oil,
and promoting safe food
and beverages widely
through social media, print,
and electronic media. The
initiative also includes con-
verting all schools and gov-
ernment office campuses in
the district into “Eat Right
Schools™ and “Eat Right
Campuses.”

Even today, the ideals of Shri Ram show the path of religion, d

New Delhi

The sixth day of the 14th
grand Ramlila, organized
by the Dwarka Shri Ramlila
Society in West Delhi, fea-
tured dramatic perform-
ances including the Kaikeyi
dialogue and Lord Ram's
exile.

The event has been di-
rected by Akash Rajesh
Gehlot, and itaims to con-
nect the audience with the
life lessons of Lord Ram.

During the previous per-
formance, the emotional

dialogue between
Dasharatha and Kaikeyi

Minister Ashish Sood, May-
or Raja Igbal Singh, MP
Bansuri Swaraj, MIA Shikha
Roy, MCD Commissioner
Ashwani Kumar and other
dignitaries.

The parking complex,
spread over 2,245 sq metres,

Vice Chairman was updat-
ed on other ongoing proj-
ects in the area. Embank-
ment and sewer line workis
already underway on the
18-meter-wide road from
Bandha Road to Noor Na-
gar and the 24-meter-wide
road from River Heights
Society to Noor Nagar.
Meanwhile, the main road
of Raj Nagar Extension,
running from Village Sikrod
to Meerut Road, has seen
the completion of the re-
maining 900 meters, inau-
gurated recently by the local
MLA through a traditional
coconut-breaking ceremo-
ny. Plans for widening the
“Hum Tum” road are also
set to begin shortly, with
land acquisition in progress.

The Outer Ring Road,
considered the lifeline of

includes a basement, ground
floor, and seven floors with
acapacity of 57 cars per lev-
el. Itis equipped with five car
lifts, a 1.5 lakh litre under-

DJB to convert its former CEQ's
bungalow into training centre

New Delhi
The Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
has given in-principle ap-

ground water tank, and fire | proval to converting a bun-
safety systems. galow occupied earlier by
Officials said the project | itsformer CEO Udit Prakash
cost also covers 10 years of | Raiafter he allegedly razed
operation and ahistorical into
Calling the projecta "shin- | a engineering training cen-
ing example of urban infra- | tre, sources said on Satur-
structure,” Sood said the | day.
systemwill provide safe and "In-principle approval has

organised parking for citi-
zens.

Mayor Singh said the BJP-
led Delhi governmentis de-
livering in days what previ-
ous governments failed to do
in years.

MP Bansuri Swaraj de-
seribed the facility as a "new
chapter in Delhi's develop-
ment," while MLA Shikha
Roy said it would benefit
shopkeepers, customers, and
residents alike.

Raj Nagar Extension, is
scheduled for widening
from 45 meters to 60 me-
ters once land acquisition is
complete. Similarly, obsta-
cles affecting the 24-meter
road behind Himalayan So-
7, near the Commis-
sioner’s office, will soon be
cleared to allow uninter-
rupted construction.
Looking ahead, the ten-
der for the 45-meter-wide
road connecting Shriram
Heights Society to Bhatta
Number 5 has been re-
ceived, and work will com-
mence following adminis-
trative approvals. Internal
roads within Raj Nagar Ex-
tension are also slated for
development, including the
route from Sona Palace to
Ashiana Chowkvia the gate
behind Gulmohar Garden,

Delhi CM inaugurates
new footover bridge
for Rajputana Rifles

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta laid the foundation
stone for a footover bridge
at the Rajputana Rifles Reg-
imental Centre on Satur-
day.

"This is a Diwali gift for
our brave soldiers who were
earlier forced to cross the
road, going through a very
low height and a dirty tun-
nelunder theroad. As soon
as the Rajputana Rifles
team informed us about this
problem, our government
got into action and ap-
proved the construction of
the footover bridge,” Gupta
told mediapersons.

A long-pending demand
for a footover bridge at the
Rajputana Rifles Regiment
Centre on Ring Road has
been taken up by the Public

deeply moved the audi-
ence, showcasing the pro-
found impact of these cul-
tural narratives.

Chief guests, including
Punjab National Bank MD
Ashok Chandra and for-
mer Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration  Mayor Jai
Prakash, praised the or-
ganizing committee and
highlighted the significance
of Ramlila as a pillar of
Delhi's religious

con-

Works Department (PWD).

The Rajputana Rifles
Centre is spread across both
sides of Ring Road, with
training grounds located
separately from the main
campus. Earlier, there was
no underpass or bridge for
soldiers to eross between
the regiment centre and
barracks, so they used an
underground drain culvert
to cross the road.

"The previous govern-
ment ignored this demand
of our soldiers, or maybe be-
cause they did not under-
stand the importance of our
soldiers, whatever it was,
but our government has
now floated atender for the
construction of the bridge.
The work for the bridge will
be completed soon,” Gupta
added.

uty and dignity to the society: Jai Prakash

sciousness.

They emphasized that
Ramlila transcends a mere
religious event, represent-
ing the essence of Indian
culture, with Shri Ram’s
ideals continuing to guide
society towards righteous-
ness, duty, and dignity.

Gehlot reinforced the
goal of the Ramlila: to in-
spire people with the values
of truth and service that
Lord Ram embodies.

been given to convert the
bungalow into a human re-
source and engineering
training centre," a source
said.

In 2023 the Delhi gov-
ernment's directorate of vig-
ilance had served a show-
cause notice to Rai, a 2007~
batch IAS officer, for al-
legedly demolishing a 15th-
century structure to build his
official residence on land
belonging to DJB in Jal Vi-

the 45-meter road in front
of GD Goenka School lead-
ing to the stadium, the 45-
meter stretch from Main
Bandha Road connecting
Ajnara Integrity to Ajnara
Fragrance, and the 30-me-
ter road from Gol Chakkar
Chowk to Agrawal Heights.
These projects will pro-
ceed after budget alloca-
tions, administrative ap-
provals, and the tendering
proc:

Onee al] these projects
are completed, residents
of Raj Nagar Extension are
expected to experience sig-
nificant relief from traffic
congestion, with enhanced
connectivity and smoother
transit across the area. The
coordinated efforts of the
Ghaziabad D

har area of Lajpat Nagar,
when he was posted as its

igible for a type five govern-
ment accommodation of 106

chief executive officer officer  square meters but had oc-
(CEQ) in 2021. cupied the bungalow with a
The notice said Rai wasel  built-up area of 700sqm on

Itisinformed to publicin gen-

NoB-701 (7th Floor) now
known as "Park View Apart-
ment" build up on plot No E-
108 Sec-61, Noida, Distt. Gau-

ment Letter dated 21.08.2005
and Original Possession Letter
in favour of Capt. Satnam
Singh duly issued by Shaurya
Vidhi Sehkari Awas Samiti Ltd.
has been lost somewhere and
it could not be found despite
great efforts. The Police Com-
plaint has also been lodged
about the lost of the saldAlInt~
ment letter and

eral that a Residential Flat/Unit

tam Budh Nagar, Original Allot-

aplot of 5,500sqm.

ASTERN RAILWAY
E-Tender Notice No. : SGW.272-252-T1-
60, dated 26.09.2025. Open’ e-Tender is
invited by Chist Signal & Telacommu-
nication Engineer/Project/HQ, Eastern
Ralway, 3rd Fioor, Fairie Place, 17, Netaii
Subhas Road, Kolkata-700001 from the
exper-enced and established contractors
having sufficient experience n similar work
and satistying minimum eligivilty criteria
on the prescribed form for the undemolad
wark - Name of work with its location:
Replacement of Panel Interlocking to
Electronic Interlacking along with
conversion of Up DD Line I to Comman
Loop at Tait Station in Howarh Division of
Eastern Rallway. Approximate cast of
the work : T 10,20,76.972.95. Earnest
Money : ¢ 664,900/~ Completion period
of the work : 09 (Nine) morths. Validity

Letter.

I the said Original documents
i.e. Original Allotment Letter
dated 21.08.2005 and Original
Possession Letter in favour of
Capt. Satnam Singh duly issued
by Shaurya Vidhi Sehkari Awas
Samiti Ltd are found by any
person or there is any objec-
tion regarding the above said
ownership of Shri Kishore Ku-
mar Saxena S/o Shri Ravindra.
Nath Saxenaand SMt Vineeta
Saxena \W/o Shrri Kishore Ku-
mar Saxena, kindly inform the
same to the Notice Issuer with-
in 15 days from the date of
publication of this Notice, after
which no objection will be con-
sidered.

Nishakant Tiwari,

Panel Advocate

State Bank of India Chamber
No. 359, Civil Court Com-
pound, Raj Nagar, Ghaziabad
201002

of offer:
of tender. Last date and Time of online
submission (closing) of tender docu-
ment : 24.10.2025 upto 14,00 hrs. Date
andtime of opening : 24.10 2025 at 1530
hes. Website address, time and date
from which tender documents will be
availablo : On Indian Railway's website
Lo WWw.ireps.gov.in from 26,09.2025
Website where tender bid can be
submitted : 1. Bids are to be submittad
anling only. 2. Tendereris must ragister on
Indian Rallways E-Procurement System
(IREPS) site i.c. www.ireps.goviin for
participating n e-tender system, Necassary
changes, CarrigendumiAddsndum, If
required, would be posted on this site orly.
3. Bidders will be able to submit their
eriginaliravised bids up to closing date &
time oy, 4. Manual bids/offars are not
allowed against this tender. Any manual
offerreceived shal be ignored. 5. Electronic
Reverse Auction (e-RA) for Works
Cantracts (Rs, 50.00 crores & above) is
applicable-as per Rallway Board Letter
No. 2017/Trans(01/Palicy/PL-S dated
28032018, (CON-41/2025.26)
Tonder Notice is also available at websites :

Follow us at : E @EasternRailway
| £

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Name of work
and its location

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
33-SRDEE-G-DLI-2025-26
Electiical work regarding Provision of Rooftop type Sofar Plants
wih other allied works at stations, service buings, residenial
bulidings and LC gata over De i Division

local

Authority, combined with | [AParox costofworksin | Rs 180863696.00
Hiotive P:ﬂlﬁ cipation from | [A4dress of he ofice Sr. Div. Elect. Engineer/General, New Delf
are set fo | [Ermest Money Rs. 1054300.00
: N Last Date & time of 21.102025, 16.00 Hrs.

transform Raj Nagar Ex- ot tondor

tension into a more acces-
sible and efficiently con-
nected neighborhood.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The original deed for my prop-
erty, owned by Ashish Garg,
was lost while

Opening of tender

21102025, 16.00 Hrs

Webslte & notice board

wwiw.ireps.govin
& Sr. Divl, Elect

New Delhi

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

NORTHERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE

[ The Dy.
of

, Shakurbast, Delhi for

ndia i

this deed. A stamp of 5,000,
stamp number DF 191520,
page 11, was lost. Despite ex-
tensive searching, it has not
been found.Details of deed-1.
Ledger No. 1, Volume No.
4568, pages 279-280, docu-
ment number 5549, dated
25/08/2020.In favour
Mir.Ashish Garg, son of Shri
Mahavir Prasad, resident of
Mohalla Dargah Sharif,
Garhmukteshwar, Hapur, UP
245205, (9259511911)f any-
one receives this deed, please

under single for the under |

1]Name of

fing. laying, irking &|

location

I work and| msmanmng of B G Ralway. reck, points 8 rossing raps leading of
AT

Welding and IN-SIT!
CE/CISSB

3/ Approx. Costofwork

T2 8Acmre

Rs.292900,00

5| Sale /availability of tender
documenton Railway Website

Tender documents Wil bo avaiiable an|
IREPS wb sito i.e. wwwireps.gov.in from
10.10.2025 0 24.10.2025 upto 11 30 hrs,

tenders

24.10.2025 upto 11.30 hrs. Tender documents.
can be uploaded by the tenderer on [REPS
websitew.e f.10.10.2025t0 24.10.2025

7 [Date & Time for submission
of E-

24.10.2025 at 11,30 hours (immediately afe |

24.10.2025 a1 11.90 fours (immediately after
closed of uploading of tender

Tender Notice No. 423-ACS-C-SSB Dated: 26,09,

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

25942025

contact Mr. Neeraj Pukhraj
Singh, Advocate.Mobile num-
ber (9939792385)

General publicis hereby in-
formed that Mr. Manish S/o
Mr. Prem Singh owner of Com-
mercial Shop no. 1, on Ground
Floor, without roof rights, area
12.54 5q. meter, part of Khasra
no, 5804, at Janta Nagar
colony main Garh Road,
Meerut, U.P. vide Sale Deed
dated 27.02.2024, doc. No.
2549, in SRO-I-Meerut, and in
the property chain Original
Two Sale Deed dated
13.10.2008 executed by Mr.
Sirajuddin vide doc. No. 9947
and Sale Deed dated
27.06.1994 executed by Mrs.
Sunita Goyal vide doc. No.
3643 both regd. in SRO-I-
Meenut, and on line FIR al-
ready lodged vide LR
No:3255875/2025 and said
property to be financed by AU
Smmall Finance Bank Ltd, if any-
body has any
charge/interest/title/third Par-
1y in the said property of any
kind of dispute kindly inform
the undersigned in writing and
with proof on the below men-
tioned address within 7days,
failing whichand | am aware
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The. Chief EngineerConst/RSPINR, 801 B.Tower S Flor, Komnecius Tower,

DMIRC Building, Ameri Gae.

Consiruction of (Bridge portion & Approaches) of four fane Road over

Name of

work | rossing No. B-4/E-2 at Km

1B4A/Z-E 3t Km 353

Doraha and Safnewal siation on Ambala - Ludhiana section of Ambalal
Division & Cansiruction of two lane Road over bridge (ROB) in fieu of levell

/2:3 betwesn Amriisar Khemkaran section|

iear Bhag I Firozpur
under the Road Safely Project Unit (RSPUYNR New Dielni

|

Approx. Cost T
et Grore Twenty

Re. 1152120826, 14/- Rupess Only (One Hundred Fifieen
One Laih
Twenty Six Rupees and Fourteen Paise Only)

Twenty Thousand Eight Hundred

Completion period

18 manths Period

= ‘ Earnest Money 5910600.00/- Rupees only
that in case default with the to be deposited (Fifty Nine Lakh Ten Thousand Six Hundred Rupees Ony)
mortgage property thatall bor- || | Saloiavallabiity of | 1yqer gocuments wil bo available o IREPS web sie
rower / Owners are responsi- on Riy. wabalte wwwireps gov,n from 26,09.2025 to 24.10.2025
ble for the same. Last date/Time of Tender ﬂncumam can be uploaded on wsts websile
upload of tenders 10 24102025, 11:30

Advocate
Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,

Date and time of

opening of tendar Any

time afler 24.10.2025, 11:30 hrs.

No. 17-W.09-2025-WA-DyCEC-RSP D:

Lal Kauna Ghaziabad, U.P

erving Custo

ate

00.2025
With A Si

299612025
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Burning Ladakh & Silent Tears over Reneged Promises

t was a stuffy mid-June morning, around 7:30
Iﬂm. when the Indian Airlines flight to Leh, ap-

proached the airstrip. I had known that it's one
of the trickiest airstrips to land or take off for a com-
mercial pilot and usually a whiff of patched cloud was
reason enough for the pilot to abandon the landing
and fly back to New Delhi. Located in the midst of
mountains with only one pass to enter or exit, the
green ground below with snoweapped mountain tops
and shimmering light blue sky, the valley presented
a perfect picture for a lovers piu‘adjs{l —except, T was
eager to land and spend a day in Leh before heading
to the Mushkoh valley to cover the ongoing Kargil
war. The year was 1999 and that was my first trip to
India’s lone dry — cold desert, Ladakh. ITaving veered
around Majnu-ka-Tilla near North Campus, Del-
hi Cniversity during my early days at college, I had
since been enamored by the love of flowing Buddhist
flags, sharp winds onto one’s face, strings of guitar
and percussionist poise of the Ustad Zakir TTussain's
compositions - reflecting the melodies of Ladakh and
the longing of a waiting lover in the midst of layered
mountains. This short-lived piqued romance, how-
ever evaporated fast enough, when harsh reality of
living and surviving the cold desert came face to face,
during the multiple trips to Ladakh, thereafter.

1t was during the Sindu Darshan festival in 2002,
when 1 first met a man in his early 30s, a darling
among the local folks, cheered as an innovator, en-
vironmentalist, educationist and a man of the soil
- Sonam Wangchuk. A lanky, polite, humane and
down to earth activist, who would go out of his way
to make journalists from Delhi feel at home. A Lada-
khi, who would speak to you in Hindi or English — tell
you the best places, wherefrom one could eapture the
cultural capital and heritage of Ladakh - spend eve-
nings with you at local street shops sipping tea — and
yes, a gentleman who would impress you with his out
of the box concepts on how to be “one with nature’.
Our meetings thereafter, continued with numerous
interviews or sound bites. When Sonam Wangehuk
was nominated for Magsaysay award or when he
coneeptualized the idea of frozen water fountains to
provide water during lean season or when he ideated
about the solar tents to be used in terrains like Lada-
kh. A man, who cherished the dream of decentralized
administrative independence of Ladakh from J&K.
TLadakh being a region marked by the layered cultural
intermingling of Buddhism and Shia Islam — far-far
away from the vagaries of policy paralysis laden Sun-
ni dominated Jammu & Kashmir state. A passionate
Ladakhi that he was, desiring a Union Territory sta-
tus for Ladakh — it felt almost emphatic to read his
tweet, thanking PM Modi for the decisive revocation
of Art 370 and creation of Ladakh as a UT. Sonam
Wangchuk was stepping into the domain of regional
politics, though occasionally, from being a full-time
non-partisan activist. Being generically out of touch
with Sonam Wangchuk post CoVid, it was not a real
surprise for me to see him agitate for inclusion of
Ladakh within the 6th schedule and concretizing the
demand for grant of statehood for the UT of Ladakh.
News reports of Sonam Wangchuk's Padyatra and
hunger strikes for inelusion within the 6th schedule —
the growing disenchantment of young Ladakhis’ with
respect to promised government jobs kept filtering in.
But to comprehend the sudden arrest under NSA and
deportation to Jodhpur jail, within 48 hours of a vio-
lent protest in Leh, is yet to sink in. What could have
really gone wrong to convert a nationalist, a patriot
and a proud Indian activist, such as Sonam Wang-
chuk, into rechristened, now branded anti — national-
ist, is a puzzling? Were many a journalist like me, be
fooled by his innovative, questioning yet impressive

“The Sangh and Women: A Journey from the Sevika Samiti to

significant organization in India’s socio-politi-

cal landscape. Founded by Dr. Keshav Baliram
Tledgewar in 1925, the organization was primarily for
male volunteers. Its branches, discipline, and ideolo-
gy gradually exerted a profound influence on Tndian
politics and society. ITowever, when we look at the
role of women, the picture is somewhat different. The
Rashtriva Sevika Samiti, born in 1936, parallel to the
RSS, paved the way for women's participation. Today,
as the Sangh celebrates its centenary, it is important
to reflect on this journey: where women’s participa-
tion began and where it has reached by 2025.

Ti\e Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) is a

Early period: 1925 to 1936

The RSS was founded in Nagpur in 1925. The or-
ganization was based on discipline, parades, branch-
es, and nationalism. However, its structure remained
male-dominated. Hedgewar himself believed that
women needed a separate platform, as the social cli-
mate of the time did not allow women to directly join
male-dominated branches. Against this ackdmp, in
1936, Laxmibai Kelkar founded the “Rashtra Sevika
Samiti” in Wardha on Vijayadashami. Hedgewar wel-
comed this initiative and suggested that women run
their own organization so they could independently de-
velop their power, culture, and leadership. Thus, wom-
en’s participation formally began.

Establishment of Sevika Samili and initial
struggle

In 1939, the Samiti organized its first training class.
Gradually, its branches began to form in different
provinces. The Samili’s aim was not only to spread
nationalist ideas, but also to develop qualities such as
“motherhood, action, and leadership™ (matritva, kartrit-
va, netrita) in women. This included physical training,
voga, song, sports, discipline, and social service. The
Samiti's women also played an indirect role in the free-
dom movement. However, their activities were largely
limited to cultural and social spheres.

1940s to 1970s: Towards expansion

The Samiti’s network expanded in the decades fol-
lowing independence. By the time of Laxmibai Kelkar's
death (1978), the organization had spread to several
states. Saraswati Apte succeeded her as chief coordina-
tor. By this time, the number of branches had reached
thousands. The Samiti focused on women's education,
culture, and service projects. During the Emergency
(1975-77), women associated with the Samiti also par-
ticipated in protests. This period made them more po-
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overt persona — it's going to be a telling commentary
upon our assessment capabilities of individuals.
Social media is today awash with innuendos — Son-
am Wangehuk's pointed reference to ‘Gen Z' rev-
olution in Nepal, talking about Arab Spring which
took place a decade ago in Arabian countries against
authoritarian regimes, students protests and gov-
ernment changing uprising in Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka. That Sonam Wangchuk declared in one of his
jaan sabha — “we shall show the way forward to the
Chinese army, if there were to invade Ladakh”. ITis
trip to Pakistan in February and diversion of meager
sum of some Rs. 8 lakhs over past 6 years as foreign
donation to the NGO, he is affiliated to. The ama-
teurish yet prudish, home ministry questionnaire,
alleging violation of FARC norms. The question is
— how come all these innuendos are now coming to
light after the violent mob attacked the BJP office in
Leh on 24th Sept — merely two months prior to the
hill council elections, An interesting anekdot — the
violent protesting mob, which pelted stones and set
police jeeps and L1ill Council building to fire, ripped
off BJP party flags from BJP party office, but didn’t
touch the numerous ‘Indian Tricolour” flying high, in
and around the attacked BJP party office building.
The senior police officer who pointed this out, made
his perspective amply clear - the protesting Ladakhi
youth wanted to vent their anger against the unful-
filled promise of BJP made during 2020 Hill Council
election, “inclusion of Ladakh in the 6th schedule”,
once BJP won the ITill Couneil polls. A senior admin-
istrative official pointed out to me, a month-old vid-
eo released by Sonam Wangehuk. Sonam Wangehuk
said, “T am being pressurized into not raising the is-
sue of 6th schedule, statehood and unemployment.
Notices have been issued far repossession of land
on which stands a non-profit educational institute. T
am being warned of an impending Enforcement Di-
rectorate, Income Tax cum CBI inquiry. The intent
is clear, let elections to hill couneil continue without
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raising issues of unfulfilled promises™. All these off
the record conversations with old contacts has left
me quite baffled - Is there a method to this madness
that started after the provocative speeches of a select
few, on 24th Sept?

Inclusion in 6th schedule promises more autonomy
to the hill council, lessening control of the Lt Gov-
ernor and power in the hands of the hill council to
deploy resources as per the needs of the local pop-
ulace. North eastern states like Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Tripura are included in the 6th sched-
ule, so an average Ladakhi has long questioned the
central government — why can’t an ethnically tribal
Ladakh with more than 90% tribal population, be
not included in the 6th schedule? While home min-
istry officials are carrying on the dialogue with Apex
body (Sonam Wangchuk, is a part of this group) and
Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA), it is a unofficial-
Iy a known fact, that the Home Minister doesn’t buy
into the argument of inclusion of Ladakh within the
6th schedule. The reasons for [Home Minister's per-
epecnve are strictly in national intere#t, too. Ladakh
is an area of vital strategic interest visa-vis LAC with
China and LOC with Pakistan. Ladakh is the strategic
base for maintenance of the highest battlefield in the
world — Siachen. Since June 2020, we have a deploy-
ment of over 60,000 armed forces — face to face with
China on the LAC. Tibet — Karakoram highway — up-
per reaches of Afghanistan — Gilgit & Baltistan: all
these regions find a pivol in Ladakh. Given the recent
expansionist push by China, it's virtually dash to-
wards the Chicken neck region in Siliguri (West Ben-
gal) through Bhutan, Ladakh is the frontier for the
next Chinese move, against India. 1Tence the catch —

“greater autonomy comes with greater responsibility’.

Given the urge for political dominance and petty par-
ty politics, will political outfits be really responsible
and always act in defence of national interest, at all
times?

T
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During a series of lectures held in September 2025, Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) Sarsanghchalak Mohan Bhagwat stated that women’s participation
in society and nation-building is more essential today than ever before. He clari-
fied that women'’s power is not limited to the family, but should also have an equal
role in social, political, and economic spheres. Bhagwat stated that “a nation is
incomplete without mother power.” He emphasized that women have always been
given a revered and decisive place in Indian culture, and therefore, the active
participation of women in the branches and activities of the Sangh Parivar will

determine the future direction.

litically eonscious and active.

1980—2000: A Confluence of Modernity and
Tradition

In the 19905, as the BJP and the Sangh Parivar’s in-
fluence in Indian politics grew, women'’s participation
also came into focus. The Samiti attempted to reach
out to urban and professional women during this time.
Female teachers, doctors, and working women began
joining the Samiti's programs. Tn 1994, Ushatai Chate
and in 2006, Pramilatai Medhe emerged as prominent
leaders. These leaders connected the women's wing to
contemporary issues—such as the challenges faced by
working women, education, health, and family balance.

2012 onwards: Shanthakka’s leadership

In 2012, Venkatrama Shanta l\umam popularly
known as “Shanthakka,” became ief coordinator
of the Rashtriya Sevika Samiti. Born in 1952, she had
long been active in the work of the Sangh Parivar. Un-
der her leadership, the Samiti expanded rapidly. Today,
the Samiti has four to five thousand branches, spread
across more than 800 districts. Although the organiza-
tion does nat release exact figures, it is estimated that
millions of women are directly or indirectly assoeiated

with the Samiti. The Samiti runs education, health, ser-
vice, hostel, and women’s empowerment projects. fis
branches are also becoming active in urban metropol-
itan areas.

With this question in mind, what I must put forth —
why did the BJP queer the pitch for inclusion of Lada-
kh in 6th schedule in its manifesto in 2020, when as
a “nationalist” party, it knew that, this promise is su-
icidal as it can't be fulfilled?

The other sore point, lack of government jobs and
empty rhetoric of jobs for all. It is a known fact that
Ladakh can't be industrialized — setting up large scale
industries in this ecologically and environmental-
ly fragile region, is impossible. The recent push for
setting up mining units and industrial complexes
in vast unpopulated regions of the Union Territory
is playing havoe, in the minds of the local populace.
Sonam Wangchuk and others in the Apex body have
been aggressively protesting against any such central
government push. Almost 80% of the 3 lakh inhab-
itants of Ladakh. spread over 60.000 sq km of the
UT area, are vehemently against mining in the region.
As per Ladakhi journalists and political experts, cer-
tain industrial houses find environmentalist Sonam
Wangchuk as the most voeal opponent. Ladakhis
would rather prefer to let go off the jobs hence cre-
ated from mining complexes - if at all a choice has
to be made between jobs and their fragile eultural &
environmental preservation.

But yes, they do look forward to government jobs.
There is a sense of stability in government jobs, as
tourism is seasonal in Ladakh. And this is where the
Lt. Governor has failed Ladakh, the most. On 16 July
the Leh Autonomous Hill Development Subordinate
Services Recruitment board advertised 534 vacan-
cies, Since the creation of UT in 2019, this is the sec-
ond job recruitment advertisement in Ladakh. The
first advertisement in 2022 was for 797 non-gazette
post. which is still mired in controversies. In 2022,
there were 30,000 applicants for 797 posts, mean-
ing there by, every 10th Ladakhi had applied for the
ane of the advertised posts. The level of unemploy-
ment in the UT since 2022 to now has increased by
21%. Now 50,000 Ladakhi youth have applied for
534 jobs, meaning thereby, every 6th Ladakhi res-
ident has applied for one post. With this steep rise
in unemployment in a sensitive region like Ladakh
— what does the government expected from the dis-
illusioned youth! All promises of jobs, government
or otherwise, remain unfulfilled. More than 28% of
3 lakh residents of Ladakh, face extreme unemploy-
ment and meager means of livelihood. It is this anger
which saw its manifestation in the streets of peaceful
Buddhist dominated Leh.

The predominant question in front of government
of India is not, whether Sonam Wangchuk is an an-
ti-national or not. While thousands who would have
never known him, are gunning for his head on so-
cial media. There are many more thousands, who
shall vouch for his credibility, integrity and Indian-
ness. The infection point facing the state of India is
- whether the Indian state is willing to listen to the
cries & wailing shrillness of urgency from a region of

strategic importance, “Bacha — Bacha ITin-
“Jai TTind’, this clarion call which rang
thought the streets of Leh in June 1999, during the
Kargil conflict — even today makes me believe that
Ladakh and Ladakhi as community - is and shall al-
ways remain, every bit “Nationalist Indian”. Tt's about
time, that the dominant north Indian politicians and
political parties, accepted this fact and listen to the
ground swell youth angst .

the Centenary”

are attended by everyone from schoolgirls to profes-
sional women. In 2025, the Samiti’s vision is a blend of
tradition and modernity—on the one hand, it empha-
sizes motherhood and family-based values, while on
the other, it also offers opportunities for social service
and women's leadership. The Samiti organized millions
of women, instilling self-confidence and collectivism.
Fducation, service, and cultural programs have had a
tangible impact on society, providing women with op-
portunities for leadership and management. Women
remained excluded from decision-making roles in the
mainstream RSS, The organization’s ideological frame-
work confines women to traditional roles. The Samiti's
perspective confliets with modern feminist discourse,
emphasizing motherhood and culture rather than free-
dom and equality.

During a lecture series held in September 2025, Rash-
iya § k Sangh (RSS) hehalak M

1y vak S -
han Bhagwat stated that women'’s participation in so-
ciety and nation-building is more essential today than
ever before, The lecture series also stated that India in
2025 is at a point where women's leadership is play-
ing a “decisive” role, not just a “complementary” one.
Speakers also added that as women advance in mod-
ern education, technology, and econoniic self-reliance,
the Sangh Parivar must also expand its structure and
waorking methods. Other senior activists and thinkers at
the lecture series also highlighted women's leadership.
They deseribed how the women of the Rashtriya Sevi-
ka Samiti have been working in the fields of education,
culture, and social reforms for decades. Tt was argued
that if the RSS was founded in 1925, the establishment

The Confederacy and the woi

Women are not granted formal membership or lead-
ership positions within the Sangh. RSS branches are ex-
clusively for men. Women become part of the Sangh's
ideological world only through committees. Critics say
this system excludes wonien from the mainstream, pre-
venting them from reaching decision-making positions
on par with men. However, supporters argue that hav-
ing a separate organization allows women to develop
independent leadership and activities. RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat has repeatedly stated that women's par-
ticipation is increasing “naturally.” However, inequality
remains evident in the leadership structure.

Current status (2025)

The Sangh is celebrating its centenary. Approximate-
Iy 83,000 branches are reportedly active across the
country. The Rashtriya Sevika Samiti’s branches are
also steadily growing. The Samiti now operates in vil-
lages as well as metropalitan cities. Its training classes

ofary for women in the same decade
proves that women's presence was considered impor-
tant from the very beginning.

The journey from 1925 to 2025 shows how women,
inspired by the RSS’s ideology, established their own
separate organizations and expanded them to the na-
tional level. This trend has continued from Lakshmibai
Kelkar to Shanthakka. Today, when women in Indian
saciety are playing leading roles in politics, education,
business, and even the military, the question becomes
even more important: will women in the future directly
participate in the RSS’s branches and leadership, or will
they forever remain confined to parallel orgamzanom’

e RSS's centenary also marks a milestone in
Joumew of women—a _;mu ney that combines tradition,

line, service, and leadership, but the challenge of
equality and participation remains.
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Karnal leads clean city partnership
in presence of CM Nayab Singh Saini

U SIGNING CEREMONY

Komal Ramold
arh

aryana  Chief
Minister Nayab
Singh Saini wit-
nessed the sign-
ing of a Clean City Partner-
ship Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MolUl) in Kar-
nal on Saturday, marking a
fresh push to strengthen
urban cleanliness initiatives
in the state. The ceremony,
held at the District Secre-
tariat Auditorium, brought
together the Karnal Munic-
ipal Corporation and five
municipal bodies in a col-
laborative effort to drive the
objectives of the Swachh
Bharat Mission (Urban).
Union Minister for Pow-
er, Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Manohar Lal joined
the event virtually from
Sonipat, stressing the sig-
nificance of such partner-
ships in promoting sustain-
able urban development na-
tionwide.
Addressing the gather-
ing, the Chief Minister not-

Why is Punjab
CM afraid of
meeting Amit
Shah asks Bittu

Ludhiana

Union Minister Ravneet
Singh Bittu on Saturday
targeted Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
over the issue of the Rs
12,000 crore disaster re-
lief fund, alleging that he
was avoiding accounta-
bility by blaming the Cen-
tre. He said instead of
addressing the matter di-
rectly, Mann was "mis-
leading" people by claim-
ing that he was seeking
an appointment with
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi but was not be-
ing given time. "When
the floods hit Punjab, the
Union Home Minister
had immediately consti-
tuted special teams to as-
sess the losses. These
teams have already sub-
mitted their report.

"If Mann really wants a
meeting, he should meet
Home Minister Amit
Shah. Why is he afraid of
doing so? Is it because
Shah might demand an
account of the Rs 12,000
crore of the state disaster
response fund?" Mann
said while interacting
with the media after in-
augurating a railway
health facility centre
here. The Union minis-
ter also aceused Mann of
making "baseless” state-
ments.

He said Mann had ear-
lier requested time, and
then the PMO had clari-
fied that the two central
teams that visited the
flood-hit areas would
submit their reports di-
rectly to the home min-
ister.  Bittu stressed
that instead of politicis-
ing the flood issue, the
chief minister should
meet the home minister,
present his case, and
work in the interest of
the people of Punjab.
On the first day of the
special session of the
Punjab Vidhan Sabha on
Friday, the AAP govern-
ment had moved a reso-
lution in the House to con-
demn the "lack of response
and the failure” of the BJP-
led Centre to sanction a
special financial package
for the flood-hit Punjab.

The resolution also con-
demned the Prime Minis-
ter's Office for "not re-
sponding” to the Punjab
Chief Minister's repeated
request for a meeting,
thereby "insulting” the
people of the state, and
preventing the state from
making a proper and
comprehensive repre-
sentation of the full scale
of the disaster.

SWACHH SHEHAB JODI

al
ed that Karnal had secured
third place in the country in
the recent cleanliness sur-
vey. Building on this
achievement, Karnal will
now mentor five towns—
Siwan and Rajound in
Kaithal, Ismailabad in Ku-
rukshetra, Narnaund in His-

ar, and Kalanwali in Sir-
sa—on meeting cleanliness
benchmarks, He added that
a state-level cleanliness
competition and ranking
system had been introduced
to encourage continuous
improvement across mu-
nicipal corporations, coun-

“Maintaining cleanliness
is everyone’s responsibility.
Cities that performed well in
Swachhata rankings are
now adopting other cities to
guide them. This will help
realize Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of a

Drunk Teacher Conducts
Exam, Sparks Outrage in Mandl

A shocking incident in Man-
di district has once again
raised serious questions
about the education system.
At Garahri Garh Primary
School in Gohar block, the
head teacher, Jairam, ar-
rived severely drunk and at-
tempted to conduct an exam
for students.

According to witnesses,
he staggeredinto the school
premises in the morning
and even fell near the gate,
injuring his face. Despite
his condition, he entered
the classroom where chil-
dren were writing their ex-
ams. Completely intoxicated,
he appeared unaware of
what was happening around
him.

A video of the incident,
now viral on social media,
shows the teacher’s drunken
state inside the classroom.
Parents who saw the video
rushed to the school in
anger, demandingstrict ac-
tion. Villagers gathered out-
side the premises, con-
demning the act and ques-
tioning how a teacher under

the influence of alcohol
could possibly guide chil-
dren.

“This is not just shame-
less, it is a threat to the fu-
ture of our children,” one
parent said, adding that such
teachers must be immedi-

ucation officers were also
informed about the ncident.

This is not the first time
such a case has surfaced in
government schools. Par-
ents and locals allege that
due to weak departmental
acnon in the past, some
ntinue to arrive at

ately suspended and dis-
missed to prevent arepeat of
such behavior. The outrage
has drawn the attention of
the Education Department.
Deputy Director of Educa-
tion, Vijay Gupta, confirmed
that Jairam was suspended
late in the evening after an

sdmols intoxicated, em-
baldened by a lack of ac-
countability.

The viral video has reignit-
ed debate on teacher disci-
pline and the urgent need for
stronger safeguards to pro-
tect students’ education from

i Ariisenrd

clean, green, and beautiful
Haryana,” said Saini. He
pointed out that along with
Karnal, Sonipat too earned
a good rank in the survey
and has now adopted Ho-
dal, Narnaul, Pataudi Man-
di, Farukhnagar, and
Kundli. The Chief Minister
further said that unlike pre-
vious governments, his ad-
ministration had ensured
timely payment of crop loss
compensation to farmers.
“During the Congress
regime, farmers waited end-
lessly and sometimes re-
ceived cheques of just one or
two rupees. Today, com-
pensation is paid promptly
after verification,” he said.

The event was attended
by MLA Jagmohan Anand,
Assandh MLA Yoginder
Rana, Director General of
the Urban Local Bodies De-
partment Dr. Pankaj,
Deputy Commissioner Ut-
tam Singh, Mayor Renu
Bala, and senior officials
from various municipal
bodies.

Preparations Begin with Land
Inspection for Garh Ganga Fair

Avnish Tyagi
Hapur/Bulandshahr
Preparations for the his-
toric Kartik Fair in
Garhmukteshwar, Hapur,
began on Saturday with a
site inspection led by Dis-
trict Magistrate Abhishek
Pandey. The fair, held an-
nually on the banks of the
Ganga during Kartik Purn-
ima, is one of the largest re-
ligious gatheringsin North
India, drawing more than
three million devotees from

across the country.

DM Abhishek Pandey
highlighted the cultural and
spiritual importance of the
fair, describing it as an
event that not only attracts
devotees from Uttar
Pradesh but also from
neighboring states. The fair
runs for several days, with
thousands of pilgrims
camping in tents and tem-
porary shelters on the fair-
grounds.

During the inspection,
the District Magistrate was
accompanied by District
Panchayat President Rekha
Nagar, Garhmukteshwar

MLA Harendra Tewatia,
Chief Development Officer
Himanshu Gautam, and
several other senior offi-
cials. A detailed overview of
the fair site was presented
using a geographical map
by the Additional Chief Of-
ficer of the District Pan-
chayat.

The DM stressed the
need for timely completion
of preparations and point-
ed out the challenge of the
marshy and waterlogged
condition of the land near
the Ganga. He instructed
officials to resolve this issue
immediately to ensure the

-l
smooth organization of the
fair. Pandey himself exam-
ined the condition of the
moist land along with the
inspection team.

Additional District Mag-
istrate Sandeep Kumar,
Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Sunil Kumar Tyagi, and the
District Information Officer
were also present during
the visit. The inspection
marked the first major step
in gearing up for the up-
coming Kartik Purnima
fair, which carries both re-
ligious significance and a
massive administrative re-
sponsibility.

Smile of dignity shines in Mathura as
Divyangjan Honoured under Seva Pakhwada

TSN /Mathura

“There is no medicine
greater thana smile, and no
gift greater than support,”
said BJP District Minister
Kunz Bihari Chaturvedi, as
the Collectorate premises
in Mathura witnessed a
moving celebration of dig-
nity and service on Satur-
day.

On the occasion of the
birthday of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
“Seva Pakhwada Campaign™
found heartfelt expression
in Mathura Metropolitan,
where a “Divyangjan Sam-
man Program” was organ-
ized under the leadership of
District President Haris-
hankar Raju Yadav. The
event was graced by Mayor
of Mathura-Vrindavan Mu-
nicipal Corporation Vinod
Agrawal, MP Representative
Janardan Sharma, and
Chaturvedi himself as chief
guests. Together, they dis-
tributed free artificial limbs
and assistive devices to per-
sons with disabilities and
honored them with warmth
and respect.

inquiry. Poli dlocal ed-

at the ceremo-

Deputy Chairman Rajya Sabha Inaugurates
Research Centres at [IT Patna Funded Under MPLADS

Patna

Deputy Chairman of Rajya
Sabha, Harivansh, inau-
gurated two new research
centres at the Indian In-
stitute of Technology (I1T)
Patna on Saturday. The
newly established Centre
for Earthquake Engineer-
ing Research (CEER) and
the Centre for Endangered
Language Studies (CELS)
have been set up through
funds sanctioned under
his MPLADS allocation
during his first term as a
Member of Parliament be-
tween 2014 and 2020.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Harivansh described
the initiative as part of a
larger institution-build-
ing effort for Bihar, which,
he said, will benefit not
only the eastern region
but also the entire coun-
try. He also recalled Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar’s contribution to-
wards reviving the state's
intellectual and cultural
heritage.

The CEER will play a
crucial role in earthquake-
prone Bihar, much of
which falls in seismic
zones IV and V. The cen-
tre will focus on testing
building systems, pro-
moting earthquake-resis-
tant construction, and
training architects,
builders, local bodies, and
disaster relief teams. It is

expected to significantly
raise the standards of con-
struction in the region
while producing skilled
professionals.

The CELS will focus on
research and preservation
of Indian languages, in-
cluding folk, tribal, and
endangered  dialects.
Stressing the importance
of language in human evo-
lution, Harivansh cited
Yuval Noah Harari's book
Sapiens to underline the
centrality of linguistic de-
velopment in shaping hu-
manity.

The two projects have
been completed at a com-
bined cost of Rs 17 crore.

Alongside these initia-
tives, MPLADS funds were
also used to establish a
River Research Centre at
Aryabhatta Knowledge
University, Patna. Devel-
oped in consultation with
river experts, the centre
will serve as a hub for re-
search on adaptation and
mitigation strategies for
floods, which regularly af-
fect large parts of Bihar.

Continning his focus on
educational and research
institutions during his sec-
ond term in the Rajya Sab-
ha, Harivansh has allo-
cated MPLADS funds fora
Business Incubation and
Innovation Foundation

1
and a Centre for Public
Policy at Chandragupta
Institute of Management,
Patna. Similarly, a Centre
for Artificial Intelligence is
being established at Mag-
adh University, Bodh

Gaya, to promote ad-
vanced research and in-
novation in the rapidly
growing field of AL

Harivansh said the cre-
ation of such centres re-
flects his belief that
knowledge is the most
powerful tool to transform
societies and expressed
confidence that these in-
stitutions will push the
boundaries of research in
Bihar and beyond.

ny, District President Har-
ishankar Raju Yadav un-
derlined that service hasal-
ways been the core mantra
of the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty. He said that the very
purpose of the Seva
Pakhwada  campaign,
launched on the call of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, is to ensure that the
light of support and care
reaches even the most mar-
ginalized sections of socie-
ty. “Persons with disabilities
are an integral part of our
social fabrie, and the BJP

government is committed to
empowering them with dig-
nity and opportunity,” he
added.

Mayor Vinod Agrawal
echoed this spirit, urging
workers to embrace service
not as a passing campaign
but as a lifelong mission.
“To serve persons with dis-
abilities is, in the truest
sense, to serve the nation,”
he said, while calling upon
party members to carry for-
ward this resolve beyond the
celebrations.

Adding to the significance

of the day, BJP District Min-
ister Kunz Bihari Chaturve-
di shared that 116 benefici-
aries were honored by being
provided with assistive de-
vices that would bring them
greater convenienceand self-
reliance in their daily lives.
“The happiness and confi-
dence on their faces today re-
flect the true purpose of Modi
ji's Seva Pakhwada,” he re-
‘marked.

The program, coordinated
by Lalit Gautam, saw active
participation from senior of-
ficials and party workers
alike. Among those present
‘were CDO Manish Meena,
Disability Empowerment Of-
ficer Vishal, Councilor Ankur
Gurjar, Brajesh Aheria, Man-
dal President Lokesh Nishad,
Media In-charge Shyam
Sharma, along with Manoj
Saunoth, Nitin Chaturvedi,
Pranay Sharma, Teerthraj
Verma, Govind Agrawal, and
many dedicated workers.

The event not only dis-
tributed devices but also
spread smiles, reminding
everyone that true service
liesinrestoring dignity and
self-reliance to those who
need it most.

Punjab CM Slams Centre Over Flood
Relief, Calls X1,600 Crore a ‘Cruel Joke’

Chandigarh

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann hit out at
the Centre on Saturday, ac-
cusing it of showing insen-
sitivity towards the state in
its hour of crisis. He said the
Union government’s alloca-
tion of just 1,600 crore for
flood relief was “a cruel
joke," especially when Bihar
received 7,500 crore.

Speaking during a special
session ofthe Punjab Vidhan
Sabha, Mann said the op-
position had reduced a dis-
cussion on rehabilitation
into a platform for political
mudslinging. He accused ri-
val leaders of seeking media
attention while people were
struggling for survival.
“When Punjabis were fight-
ing floods, these politicians
were busy in photo ses-
sions,” he said, adding that
Union ministers also used
the disaster as an opportu-
nity for optics rather than
real help.

The Chief Minister re-
called Punjab's historic con-
tributions to the nation, from
food security to national de-
fense, and lamented that
the state isleft to fend forit-
self during calamities. He
warned that if necessary, he
would stage a protest outside
the Prime Minister’s resi-
dence to demand justice for
Punjab.

Mann detailed the scale of
devastation: over 2,300 vil-

2

lages submerged, five lakh
acres of crops destroyed, 56
lives lost, and nearly seven

of drains in the past three
years and launched the
Rangla Punjab Fund 10 éx-

lakh people displaced. In-
frastructure losses included
damage to 3,200 schools,
19 colleges, 1,400 health fa-
cilities, 8,500 kilometers of
roads, and 2,500 bridges.
The Chief Minister said the
initial estimated damage
stands at 313,800 crore.

He also criticized the In-
dian Meteorological De-
partment, saying its fore-
casts were “irrelevant and far
from the truth,” citing rain-
fall that exceeded predic-
tions by nearly 2,000 per-
cent onasingle day. He fur-
ther pointed to the neglect of
desilting in Bhakra and Pong
dams by the Centre for
decades, claiming this had
worsened the floods.

On relief measures, Mann
said the state had effective-
ly cleaned 3,825 kilometers

pedite rehabili over-
coming, limitations of the
CM Relief Fund. He assured
that every contribution
would be used transparent-
Ty for flood victims.

Sharpening his attack on
Akali Dal chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal, Mann accused
him of misleading people
with hollow promises and ig-
noring justice in incidents
such as Kotkapura and Be-
hbal Kalan.

Calling for unity, Mann
urged all Punjabis to come
together and rebuild. “His-
tory will remember those
who worked for the welfare
of the state in this hour of
crisis,” he said, vowing to
continue his fight against
what he described as the
Centre's apathy and opposi-
tion’s opportunism.
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Arshdeep Singh reveals his approach

for his final 2 overs of SL clash

New Delhi

ollowing India’s win

over Sri Lanka in

the final Super Four

stage clash in the
Asia Cup, left-arm pacer Ar-
shdeep Singh said that his
plan during the final two
overs was to bowl wide york-
ers and hailed his team for
taking the game to the Super
Over.

In what was supposed to
bea dead-rubber clash, fans
got their money's worth dur-
ing a match which featured
not only two teams scoring
200-plus runs, a century
from Lankan Lions' all-for-
mat star Pathum Nissank:
but alsoa Super Over. How-
ever, after scores were level
on 202, SL could score just
two runs in the Super Over,
with Arshdeep getting two
wickets with assists from
Rinku Singh and Jitesh
Sharma. India wiped off the
three-run target within the
first ball itself to march into
the final against Pakistan
unbeaten.

Speaking in a video post-
ed on BCCI's official website,
featuring Arshdeep, Rinkn
and Jitesh, Arshdeep re-
called his plan for the final
two overs, "In the Super
Over, both of you held on to
the catches. The feeling was
that we were hit too much,
and we took the game deep.
But we made a great come-
back later and took the game
to a Super Over. Plan was to
bowl wide yorkers during
my final two overs."

SLneeded just 46 runs in
the final five overs. Howev-
er, India managed to take
some wickets in the death

overs phase, including those
of Charith Asalanka, Ka-
mindu Mendis, and Nissan-
ka. Arshdeep took Kamin-
du's wicket and gave away
20 runs in his final two
overs, as compared to 26 in
his first two overs. With SL.
needing three runs on the fi-
nal ball, Dasun Shanaka and
Janith Liyanage managed
torun two and take things to
a Super Over, where Ar-
shdeep delivered his magic
by conceding just two runs
and getting two wickets.

Rinku said that he feels
great taking catches on Ar-
shdeep's deliveries, "When-
ever you bowl and 1 get to
take a catch, it feels really
great. I have never mis:
any catch of your bowling."

To this, Jitesh hilariously
remarked, "Because you are
scared that something might
happen in the room when
you go back." Rinku admit-
ted that indeed, like getting
scolded.

Sheetal Devi seals women's
individual compound gold

Gwangju

The 18-year-old Indian arm-
less archery wonder, Sheetal
Devi, made history by bag-
ging the gold medal in the
women's individual com-
pound archery category at
the ongoing World Para
Archery Championship on
Saturday.

Sheetal defeated Turkiye's
world number one Oznur
Cure Girdi by 146-143 in the
gold medal clash, as per
ESPN.

This is her third medal at
the Championships, having
earlier won the mixed team
bronze with Toman Kumar
and beating Great Britain's
pair of Jodie Grinham and
Nathan MacQueen 152-149.

In the compound women's
open team event, Sheetal
and Sarita secured the silver
medal after losing to Turkey
in the gold medal clash.

Coming to her individual

final, it was a tense match,
Sheetal's consistency and
composure turned out to be
the different. The first end
was tied 29-all, but Sheetal
fired three tens in the second
end, to take an early lead of
30-27.

The third end was also
tied at 29-all and Sheetal
experienced alapse towards
the end, scoring 28 points
and Girdi shot 29, but Shee-
tal still had the overall lead by
16-114.

With three perfect arrow
hits to score 30, Sheetal se-
cured her maiden gold
medal. In the semifinal, this
star archer from Jammu and
Kashmir, who also won the
Paralympics bronze medal
last year in the mixed team
category, produced a flawless
display to secure a 145-140
win over Great Britain's
Jodie Grinham to reach the
final.

Arshdeep, who became
the first-ever Indian to take
100 T20I wickets, opened up
about his journey, which
has largely centred on en-
joving the present and giving
100 per cent off the field,
while also helping others,
even when he is not on the
team's final XI.

"Journey (towards 100
Ta20l wickets) was like how
itis for all, enjoy the present
and face the situations well.
Even though I was hit for
runs, I wanted to enjoy the
present and give my 100
per cent while fielding. And
whenever I get to bowl, con-
tain runs, take wickets and
win match. Whenever I get
my chance, whether it's with
aneworold ball, in the first
orsecond innings, [ have to
adapt to it. I have got good
bowling partners, be it Bhu-
vi (Bhuyneshwar Kumar)
bhai, Shami (Mohammed
Shami), Bumrah (Jasprit
Bumrah) and Hardik

(Pandya). They have put
pressure on one end and
given memy rewards. I want
to thank them and also god.
Itis allabout god's plan,” he
added.

SLwon the toss and elect-
ed to field first. While vice-
captain Shubman Gill (4)
fell early, the skipper
Suryakumar Yadav (12) con-
tinued his low string of
scores as a captain. Abhishek
Sharma's impeccable tour-
nament continued as he con-
tributed 61 in 31 balls, with
eight fours and two sixes.
This was his third successive
fifty in the tournament and
made him the first batter to
overtake the 300-run mark
in the T201 Asia Cup. From
the middle-order, Tilak Var-
ma (49" in 34 balls, with
four boundaries and a six)
and Sanju Samson (39 in23
balls, with a four and three
sixes) did manage to get
some valuable game time
and runs, taking India to

202/5 in their 20 overs.
Both of them stitched a 66-
run stand for the fourth
wicket.

Maheesh Theekshana
(1/36) and Wanindu
Hasaranga (1/37) were the
top wicket-takers for Sri
Lanka.

As Lankans chased the
first 200-plus target of the
tournament, they lost Kusal
Mendis for a golden duck to
Hardik Pandya. But this did
not deter Pathum Nissanka
and Kusal Perera (58 in 32
balls, with eight fours and
two sixes), who launched a
counter-attack in almost an
instant. Nissanka reached
his century and scored a 58-
ball 107, with seven fours
and six sixes, while Dasun
Shanaka scored 22 in 11
balls, with two fours and a
six. However, SLand India
could not be separated with
match going to Super Over,
despite a comeback of sorts
towards the end by India.
Kuldeep Yadav (1/31) was
the top bowler for India.

In the Super Over, SL
could manage just two runs,
with Arshdeep Singh get-
ting two wickets. India
wiped off the target in just
the first ball itself.

Nissanka received the
‘Player of the Match' for his
knock. With this nail-biting
win, India remain unbeaten
and advance to the final,
while Sri Lanka bowed out of
the Super Four stage without
a win, despite entering it
unbeaten. The match saw
standout performances from
both sides, with India hold-
ing their nerve in crunch
moments.

From Faridabad to the Podium: Lakshita
Singh Shines Again on National Stage

New Delhi

In a defining moment for
both her sporting joumey
and her school community,
15-year-old Lakshita Singh
from Eicher School, Farid-
abad, added another feather
to her cap by securing a
bronze medal in the 400m
freestyle at the CBSE Na-
tional Swimming Champi-
onship 2025, held from Sep-
tember 24 to 27 at KIIT In-
ternational School,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

The championship saw
participation from over 500
athletes representing CBSE
schools across nine Indian
zones and international
schools in Dubai, Qatar, and
Oman, making it one of the
most competitive events in
the national circuit.

is achi t marks

sa]d ‘To achieve this level of

Lakshita's second consecu-
tive national-level medal, re-
inforcing her reputation as
one of the most promising
young swimmers in the
country.

“T felt alot of pressure go-
inginto this meet—not from
anyone else, but from with-
in myself,” Lakshita shared
after her race. “After stand-
ing on the podium last year,
1 wanted to prove that it
wasn't a one-time thing. T
wanted to earn my place
again. T'm so happy, I can’t
stop smiling.”

Her coach Dr. Jitender
Tokas, who has been men-
toring her at the SFIA Swim-
ming Academy, praised her
dedication and mental
strength.

“This medal isn't just a
reflection of her talent—it
represents the long hours,
the sacrifices, and the inner
aritittakes to perform under
pressure,” Coach Dr. Tokas

PM Modi extends best wishes to athletes
competing in World Para Athletics Championships

New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi gave a "warm wel-
come" and extended best
wishes to all the partici-
pants who are taking part in
the World Para Athletics
Champmn:,hlps 2025 here
in the national capital, a
tournament which cele-
brates "human determina-
tion and spirit".

The New Delhi 2025
World Para Athletics Cham-
pionships kicked offon Sat-
urday and will run till Oc-
tober 5, bringing together
‘more than 2,200 para-ath-
letes from 104 countries at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dium. PM Modi hopes that
the tournament will inspire
a vibrant sporting culture
worldwide.

"India is proud to be host-
ing the World Para Athlet-
ics Championships 2025 in

Delhi, which commences
today. A warm welcome
and best wishes to all par-
ticipants. This tournament
celebrates human determi-
nation and spirit. May this
tournament inspire a more
inclusive and vibrant sport-
ing culture across the
world," PM Modi wrote on
X.

Featuring 186 medal

Alcaraz marches to quarterfinals, hails "best
physio in the world" after overcoming ankle issues

Tokyo

Spain's six-time Grand
Slam-winning sensation
Carlos Alearaz made it to
the quarterfinals of the on-
going Japan Open compe-
tition, defeating Belgium's
Zizou Bergs in Tokyo on
Saturday.

Alearaz beat Zizou by 6-4,
6-3 in two straight games to
move into the final eight
stage of the competition.
The Spaniard had twisted
his ankle during the cam-
paign opener against Se-
bastian Baez and needed
medical attention, stopping
the first-round clash for 20
minutes or so. However,
against Bergs, he was back
to his most free flowing ver-
sion as all he needed was 79
minutes to move past the
Belgian.

Alcaraz was fine with his
forehand and was sharp
around the net, improving
his win-loss record to a
stunning 64-7 for this sea-
son.

Speaking following his
match as quoted by ATP's
official website, Alcaraz

said, "It was tough and it
was a really important day
and a half I had to recover
as good as I could. I have
said it before, and I will say
it again, I have the best
physio in the world, who T
trust 100 per cent. The work
he has done for the ankle
has been great. I could play
normally, which is great.
Sometimes 1 was worried
about some movements,

when I could feel the ankle,
butin general I played some
great tennis, a great match.”

Alcaraz secured his ca-
reer-best 65 tour-level wins
back in 2023 and would
level that tally with a win
over America's Brandon
Nakashima in the quarter-
finals. The world number
oneis chasing his tour-lead-
ing eighth title of the season
and arrived at the tourna-

ment with a US Open tro-
phy sitting fresh in his cab-
inet, beating arch-rival Jan-
nik Sinner in the itle clash.

Alcaraz also leads Sinner
by 2,590 points in ATP Live
Race to Turin, a ranking
system which acts as a
barometer to decide who
will walk away with the
year-end world number one
player honours.

Earlier, Holger Rune
reached her fifth quarterfi-
nal of the season, defeating
American Ethan Quinn 64,
6-2. The third-seeded play-
er also reached semifinals in
the Japan Open last year
and would be aiming to
replicate that when he faces
Jenson Brooksby in the
quarters. Rune is aiming
for the second title of the
season, having triumphed at
the ATP 500 event on clay
in Barcelona.

The 22-year-old is 14th in
the ATP Live Raceto Turin,
more than 1,000 pointsbe-
hind eighth-placed Alex de
Minaur, who has the final
qualification spot for the
ATP Finals.

events, it is the largest Para-
Athletics meet in Indian
history and serves as a key
qualifier for the Los Ange-
les 2028 Paralympics,
showcasing India's com-
mitment to accessibility and
sporting excellence.

On the opening day of
the tournament, seven
medal events were held in
the morning session. Kenya

Karasawa of Japan clinched
the first gold for his country
in this event by defeating
last year's Paralympics gold
medal winner, Yeltsin
Jacques of Brazil. He fin-
ished the men's 5000m T11
race with a time of
15:23.38s.

The highlight for the In-
dian contingent was the
qualification of the runner
Deepthi Jeevanji in the fi-
nals of the women's 400m
T20 event. She qualified
for the medal round in first
place in the second heat.
She is now in a position to
clinch a medal for India in
the high-octane event. She
took 58.35 seconds, which is
her season's best perform-
ance. Inthe women's 100m
T71event, Thekra Alkaabi of
the UAE secured the World
Record and Asian Record
with a 19.89 mark.

Abhishek Sharma on
verge of breaking records
of Rohit, Virat, Rlzwan

Dubai

ia's red-hot opener Ab-
h]shek Sharma is on the
verge of surpassing records
of T20l titans Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli and Mohammed
Rizwan as Men in Blue pre-
pare to take on arch-rivals
Pakistan in the final of the
Asia Cup in Dubai on Sun-
day.

Heading into the tourna-
ment, there was excitement
about Abhishek Sharma as
he had delivered several
strong performancesin two
seasons in the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL), pairing
alongside Australian all-for-
mat star Travis Head. The
two delivered sky-rocketing
starts for Sunrisers Hyder-
abad (SRH).

In six matches and in-
nings in the Asia Cupmatch
so far, Abhishek has emerged
as the top run-getter, with
309 runs at an average of
5150 and a strike rate of
204.63, with three fifties and
a best score of 75, with all
these half-centuries coming
in succession during the Su-

per Four stage.

He stands just 11 runs
away from breaking Virat
Kohli's record of most runs
by an Indian during a multi-
nation T20l Tournament.

Back in 2014, Virat had de-
livered a "Player of the Tour-
nament' award-winning
campaign in the T20 World
Cup, seoring 319 runs in six
innings with four fiftiesat an
average 0f106.33.

Also, Abhishek is just 23
runs away from torching
England opener Phil Salt's
record for most runs by a
batter from a Test-playing
nation in a T201 tournament
or series. Back in 2023, dur-
inga tourto the West Indies,
Salt had smashed 331 runsin
five T20ls at an average of
8275 and a strike rate of
185.95, with two centuries
and a best score of 119.

at sucha young
ageisrare. Athletes like Lak-
shita have the potential to
evolve into future
Olympians. It's not just
about winning—it’s about
setting the standard, and
she’s done that again this
year.” He added, “Now that
we've achieved this mile-
stone, our focus shifts to the
National School Games 2025
in Delhi. We're intensifying
our preparation with a re-
newed emphasis on race
strategy, mental condition-
ing, and peak performance
training, The long-term vi-
sion is clear—international
repmscmanun and Olympic
readine:

Lakshita's bronze in the

Under-17  Girls' 4oom
Freestyle is a landmark
achievement not just for her,
but also for her school. The
management of FEicher
School, Faridabad, including
Principal Mr. G.K. Mishra,
extended their congratula-
tions to Lakshita and his
family, praising her dedica-
tion and setting her up asan
inspiration for other young
athletes in the school com-
munity.

‘With her second national
medal under her belt, Lak-
shita Singh continues to
shine as a rising star in In-
dian swimming—proof that
hard work, focus, and self-
belief can take you to the
podium, time and time
again.
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Airstrikes shooting kill at
least 38 people in Gaza

Pak HC
temporarily bars
deportation of
Afghan nationals
with Pakistani
spouses

| ¢4
A Pakistani high court
has barred the depor-
tation of 40 Afghan na-
tionals married to Paki-
stani women until the
country’s top database
and registration body
decides on their citizen-
ship application.

The court’s decision
comes as the repatria-
tion process for Afghan
refugees, including
those with Proof of Reg-
istration (PoR) cards,
is ongoing. Pakistan
launched the campaign
for undocumented Af-
ghans in 2023, which
was intensified in April
this year.

A division bench of the
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) comprising Jus-
tice Wagar Ahmad and
Justice Kamran Hayat
Miankhel on  Friday
passed the order while
hearing 40 separate pe-
titions filed by Pakistani
women seeking Pakistan
Origin Cards (POCs) for
their Afghan spouses.

The POC grants per-
manent re dency sta-
tus in Pakistal

The deuslom in all
cases remained the
same, council for peti-
tioner Numan Mohib
Kakakhel told PTI.

The bench ruled that
since one of the peti-
tioners was a family
member of Pakistani
citizens, he could not
be deported until either
the National Database
and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) de-
cides on his application
for a POC or a period
of six months elapses,
whichever comes first.

BUSINESS

Deir Al-Balah:
sraeli  strikes and
gunfire killed at least

38 people across
Gaza, health officials
said, as internation-

al pressure grows for
a ceasefire but Israel's
leader remains defiant
about continuing the
war.

Strikes in central and
northern Gaza killed peo-
ple in their homes in the
early hours of Saturday
morning, including nine
from the same family in
a house in the Nuseirat
refugee camp, accord-
ing to health staff at the
Al-Awda hospital where
the bodies were brought.

The attacks came hours
after a defiant Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu told fellow
world leaders at the UN
General Assembly Friday
that his nation “must fin-
ish the job™ against Ha-
mas in Gaza.

Netanyahu's  words,
aimed as much at his
increasingly divided do-
mestic audience as the

At least 38 killed in G

irstrikes, shootings
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global one, began after
dozens of delegates from
multiple nations walked
out of the UN General As-
sembly hall en masse Fri-
day morning as he began
speaking.

International pressure
on Israel to end the war
is increasing, as is Israel's
isolation, with a growing

list of countries decid-
ing recently to recognize
Palestinian statehood —
something Israel rejects.

Countries have been
lobbying US President
Donald Trump to press
Israel for a ceasefire.
On Friday, Trump told
reporters on the White
House lawn that he be-

lieves the US is close to
achieving a deal on easing
fighting in Gaza that “will
get the hostages back”
and “end the war.”
Trump and Netanya-
hu are scheduled to meet
Monday, and Trump said
on social media Friday
that “very inspired and
productive  discussions”

The attacks came
hours after a defiant
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
told fellow world lead-
ers at the UN General
Assembly Friday that
his nation “must finish
the job” against Ha-
mas in Gaza.

and “intense negotia-
tions” about Gaza are
ongoing with countries in
the region.

Yet, Israel is pressing
ahead with another ma-
jor ground operation in
Gaza City, which experts
say is experiencing fam-
ine. More than 300,000
people have fled, but up
t0 700,000 are still there,
many because they can’t
afford to relocate.

The strikes Saturday
morning demo])ﬁhed a
house in Gaza Ci -
fah neighborhood, kllhng
at least 11 people, more
than half of them women
and children, according

Trump says he”ll send
troops to Portland Oregon to
handle ‘omestic terrorists’

Washington:
President Donald Trump
said Saturday he will
send troops to Portland,
Oregon, “authorizing
Full Force, if necessary”
to handle “domestic ter-
rorists” as he expands
his controversial deploy-
ments to more American
cities.

He made the an-
nouncement on  social
media, writing that he
was directing the Depart-
ment of Defence to “pro-
vide all necessary Troops
to protect War ravaged
Portland.”

Trump said the deci-
sion was necessary to
protect US Immigration
and Customs Enforce-
ment facilities, which he
described as “under siege
from attack by Antifa, and
other domestic terrorists.”

Since the assassination
of conservative activist
Charlie Kirk, the Republi-
can president has escalat-
ed his efforts to confront
what he calls the “radical
left,” which he blames for
the country’s problems
with political violence.

Ile deployed the Na-
tional Guard and ac-
tive-duty Marines to Los
Angeles over the summer

and as part of his law
enforcement takeover in
the District of Columbia.

The ICE facility in
Portland  has  been
the target of frequent
demonstrations, some-
times leading to violent
clashes. Some federal
agents have been injured
and several protesters
have been charged with
assault. When protest-
ers erected a guillotine
earlier this month, the
Department of Home-
land Security described
it as “unhinged behavior.”

Trump, in comments
Thursday in the Oval Of-
fice, suggested some kind
of operation was in the
works.

“We're going to get out
there and we're going to
do a pretty big number on
those people in Portland,”
he said, describing them
as professlon'\l agitators
and anarchists.”

Earlier in September,
Trump had described
living in Portland as “like
living in hell” and said he
was considering sending
in federal troops, as he
has recently threatened
to do to combat crime
in other cities, including
Chicago and Baltimore.

Russia addresses world leaders at UN three years into Ukraine invasion

United Nations:

Russia gets the micro-

phone at the UN world
leaders’ meeting Satur-
day, three years into an
invasion of Ukraine that
the international com-
munity has broadly de-
plored and a that power-
ful member newly says
Ukraine can repel.
Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov is
due to give his country’s
address at the General
Assembly, four days af-

ter US President Donald
Trump said he believed
Ukraine can win back

all the territory it has
lost to Russia. It was a

i
notable tone shift from
a US leader who had
previously  suggested
Ukraine would need to
make some concessions

and could never reclaim
all the areas Russia has
occupied since seizing
the Crimean Peninsula
in 2014 and launching
a full-scale invasion in
2022.

Just three weeks ear-
lier, Russian President
Vladimir Putin said his
country and the US had
a “mutual understand-
ing” and that Trump's
administration “is  lis-
tening to us.”

Trump’s new view

came after he met with
Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy on
the sidelines of General
Assembly Tuesday —
seven months after a tel-
evised blow-up between
the two in the Oval Of-
fice. This time, the doors
were closed, and the ten-
or was evidently differ-
ent — “a good meeting,”
as Zelenskyy described
it in his assembly speech
the next day.

For the fourth year

in a row, Zelenskyy ap-
pealed to the gathering
of presidents, prime
ministers and other top
officials to get Russia
out of his country — and
warned that inaction
would put other coun-
tries at risk.

“Ukraine is only the
first,” he said.

Unauthorised  flights
into NATO’s airspace
— intrusions blamed on
Russia — have raised
alarm around Europe

in recent weeks, par-
ticularly after NATO
jets downed drones over
Poland and Estonia said
Russian fighter jets flew
into its territory and
lingered for 12 minutes.
Russia denied that its
planes entered Esto-
nian airspace and said
the drones didn't target
Poland, with Moscow’s
ally Belarus maintain-
ing that Ukrainian sig-
nal-jamming sent the
devices off-course.

US Tariffs Risk India
Growth Crisil Report

N
Kolkata:
High tariffs imposed by
the United States on In-
dian goods pose a ma-
jor risk to the country’s
growth, Crisil Intelli-
gence said in its Septem-

both Indian goods ex-
ports and investments,
the report added.

Iowever,  domestic
consumption, driven by
benign inflation and rate
cuts, is expected to sup-
port growth, it said.

The country’s GDP
rose to a five-quarter
high of 7.8 per cent in
the first quarter of fiscal
2025-26, up from 7.4
per cent in the similar
quarter in the previous

year.

Nominal GDP growth,
however, slowed to 8.8
per cent from 10.8 per
cent during the same pe-
riod, it added.

The report said con-
sumer price index (CPI)
inflation is likely to sof-
ten to 3.5 per cent in the
current fiscal from 4.6
per cent in the previous

year.

Healthy agricultural
growth is expected to
keep food inflation under
check, though the impact
of excess rain was yet to
be fully assessed.

Lower crude prices and
benign global commodi-
ty prices are expected to
contain non-food infla-
tion, the report added.

Sitharaman to inaugurate 4th Kautilya
Economic Conclave 2025 on Oct 3

New Delhi:
Minister

inance inis
Nirmala  Sithara-
man will inaugu-

rate the 4th Kautilya
Lconomic Conclave
(KEC 2025) with the
theme ‘Seeking Prosper-
ity in Turbulent Times’
here on October 3.

External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar will
close the proceedings
with reflections on In-
dia’s foreign and eco-
nomic policy on October
5, the Finance Ministry
said in a statement on
Saturday.

The three-day KEC
2025 promises to be a
dynamic forum, combin-
ing India’s domestic pri-
orities with global per-
spectives and charting
pathways to prosperity
in a time of turbulence,
it added.

Building on its rich
experience, KEC has
significantly improved
its quality and inter-
national presence with

75 participants from
abroad, representing
over 30 countries, to
focus on contemporary
challenges, it noted.
Special luncheon ses-
sions will include a for-
ward-looking  session
on ‘Communications:
Emerging  Technolo-

raditya Scmcha with
leading experts on Al
and digital infrastruc-
ture.

The conclave will cul-
minate in a high-level
plenary on global mac-
roeconomic prudence,

Lords Mark Industries Honoured at House

Mumbai:
Lords Mark Industries
Ltd. (LMIL), one of In-
dia’s fastest-growing di-
versified business groups,
was ho noured with the
prestigious  ‘Innovation
in  Diagnostic  Devic-
es’ Award at the Viksit
Bharat Investment Sum-
mit 2025, hosted by the
Indo-European Business
Forum (IEBF) at the
historic House of Lords
in London. The land-
mark evening brought
together global leaders,
policymakers, investors,
and entrepreneurs to
celebrate  partnerships
and strengthen econom-
ic ties between India,
the United Kingdom,
LEurope, and the wider
world. LMIL has become

the first Indian medical
diagnostic company to
receive this recognition.
The award, received by
Mr. Subodh Gupta, CEO
of Lord’s Mark Micro-
biotech, a subsidiary of
LMIL, acknowledges the
company’s breakthrough
contributions to Med-
Tech, diagnostics, and
biochemistry innovation.

Welcoming the dig-
nitaries, IEBF Founder
Mr. Vijay Goel highlight-
ed the significance of the
summit, noting that the
India—UK and India—EU
Free Trade Agreements
are poised to unlock op-
portunities worth over
£40 billion and €200
billion respectively. The
evening witnessed the
presence of eminent lead-

ers and policymakers
including Lords David
E\J.ns MP. UK, Minister

@ Narayan MP.

inister Seema Mal-
hotra MP. UK, Virendra
Sharmaji a former Mem-
ber of Parliament UK.
Minister Seema Malhotra
former MP. UK. Dr. Neer-

ja Birla is the Founder &
Chairperson of the Aditya
Birla Education Trust. Ni-
harika Handa ji Squadron
leader Bengaluru India.
Tejesh Kumar Kodali ,ITe
was also Chairman at LGS
Global ILtd. and Chair-
man & Managing Direc-
tor at Spectacle Ventures

Ltd. Sandip Saji ji.
Speaking on the rec-
ognition, Mr. Subodh
Gupta, CEO Lord’s Mark
Microbiotech said: “This
honour at IEBF London is
not just a milestone, but a
reaffirmation of our pur-
pose. Our commitment is
to fuse science, scale, and
social impact. Through
Sickle cell, Renalyx and
One DNA, backed by
Asia’s largest upcoming
medical device and bio-
chemistry facilities, we
are shaping the future of
healthcare. Our goal is
to make India proud and
deliver on the Prime Min-
ister’s vision of Make in
India and Atmanirbhar
Bharat—taking  Indian
innovation to the world.”
Dignitaries present at

chaired by PK Mishra,
Principal Secretary

the Prime Minister,
bringing together sen-
ior policymakers and
s to evaluate
of the world
economy and the re-
forms needed in finan-
cial governance, the

of Lords

the forum lauded LMIL's
vision and global impact:
Lord David Evans (UK):
“With LMIL's medtech
factory in India acting as
a ‘mother plant’, global
medical device compa-
nies will find a launchpad
here — positioning India
as a hub for innovation
and production.” Min-
ister Kanishka Narayan,
MP (UK): “The LMIL
R&D team is truly world-
class.

Theirdeepresearch and
solutions are enabling
early detection and treat-
ment of diseases — a ma-
jor contribution to public
health and society.” Min-
ister Seema Malhotra,
MP (UK): “LMIL’s global
expansion ambitions and
large-scale projects are

ministry said.

“This year's theme,
‘Seeking Prosperity
in Turbulent Times’,
is relevant both in
the context of India's
growth aspirations and
its success in navigat-
ing times of exceptional
uncertainty, turbulence
and changing geopoli-
tics,” it added.

The ministry further
said the agenda blends
immediate policy prior-
ities with longer-term
shifts.

Sessions will address
Asia’s emergence as a
global growth hub, the
evolving BRICS archi-
tecture, financial stabili-
ty, and new directions in
industrial policy.

Among the highlights,
Jean-Claude Trichet,
Honorary Governor of
the Banq\le de France,

will be in conversation
mth RBI Governor San-
jay Malhotra on the chal-
lenges of central banking
in turbulent times.

London

drawing worldwide at-
tention and investment
— proving that India’s
medtech sector is emerg-
ing as a trustworthy,
growth-driven  destina-
tion.” Virendra Sharma
(Former MP, UK): “LM-
IL’s plan to establish Asia’s
largest facility for medtech
devices and biochemistry
reagents is a milestone for
India’s production capaci-
ty, innovation, and self-re-
liance.” Rt. Hon. Baroness
Verma (Appointed mem-
ber of the House of Lords):
“LMIL’s vision to expand
globally and pursue a list-
ing on NASDAQ or other
international exchanges in
the next 3—4 years signals
both ambition and confi-
dence in India’s medtech
future.”

Seed Industry
Seeks Regulatory
Relief

New Delhi:
India’s seed industry is
seeking urgent govern-
ment intervention to ad-
dress regulatory bottle-
necks that cost the sector
over Rs 800 crore annu-
ally, with the Federation
of Seed Industry of India
(FSIT) pushing for a uni-
fied national licensing sys-
tem and removal of price
controls to unlock growth.

The industry body un-
veiled its ‘Ease of Doing
Business' report at the
‘Lab to Land’ conference
here on Friday, outlin-
ing short-term reforms
that could save the sec-
tor Rs 382-708 crore by
eliminating ~ duplicative
state-level  procedures
and delays.

The 106-page study,
based on a survey of 55
companies representing
about a third of the Rs
30,000-crore  domestic
market, highlights frag-
mented licensing, pro-
longed delays and redun-
dant variety testing as key
bottlenecks affecting the
worlds fifth-largest seed
sector.

Regulatory friction alone
accounts for over Rs 300
crore in annual costs from
licensing and registration
delays that cause compa-
nies to miss testing and
launch windows, accord-
ing to the report.

“Our survey shows that
regulatory  bottlenecks
cost over Rs 800 crore
every year. More than 54
per cent of Indian seed
companies are MSMEs,
for whom compliance
costs average nearly Rs
64 lakh annually,” FSIT
Chairman and Savannah
Seeds CEO and MD Ajai
Rana said.
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'Indian Idol’ returns
with new season
on October 18

Mumbai
ndian Idol, one of the
popular singing reality
TV shows, is all set to
come up with a new
season.

The 16th season will kick-
start from October 18 on
Sony Entertainment Televi-
sion. A promo of the show
was unveiled by the makers
on social media.

"Dekhiye Indian Idol, 18
October se, raat 8 baje
#SonyEntertainmentTelevi-
sion aur SonyLIV par,” the
makers captioned the post.

This season comes with a
heartfelt theme -- Yaadon Ki
Playlist: Jahaan Awazein Aaj
Wali Aur Gaane Aap Wale.

Shreya Ghoshal, Badshah
and Vishal Dadlani have
come on board as judges.

I 'r'y

The previous season was
judged by them only.
Indian Idol first premiered
on October 21, 2004. The in-
augural season captivated
audiences across the country

Rani Mukerji recalls
'Rahul-Tina' memories
after winning National
Award with SRK

Mumbai

ollywood actor

Rani Mukerji says

that her National

Award  honour
feels more special as she
won it at the same time as
her longtime friend and for-
mer co-star Shah Rukh
Khan.

At the India Today Con-
clave Mumbai 2025 session
titled the ‘Queen of Rein-
vention: National Award to
Motherhood, Winning it All
session, the actor said, "The
award means so much hap-
piness for my fans, my well-
wishers, my friends and my
family. My single-minded
focus has always been to
work hard, do the best in my
craft and not to disappoint
my audience. It felt even
more special as Shah Rukh
and I won in the same year
and at the same time."

Rani went on to express
her gratitude to filmmaker
Karan Johar and said, "I
am eternally grateful to
Karan for choosing me as his
Tina. That is one character
that has stuck with me in my
career for three decades
now. For people calling it a
"Rahul and Tina' thing after
Shah Rukh and me won the
award, it makes me think
that they have loved the
characters so much. It's very
sweet."

Rani essayed the charac-
ter of Tina opposite Shah

Rukh Khan's potrayal of
Rahul in the 1098 romantic
comedy directed by Karan
Johar.

Rani Mukerji also spoke
about her 2005 film 'Black’,
recalling how she expected
an award back in the day.

"I gave all of mine to
'Black'. I was just 25 at the
time. There was a chatter
that I would win the Na-
tional Award, and when 1
didn't win, that's when my
blinkers came on. I'was like
'Okay, even when you do
your best work, it might not
be in your favour. Keep
working hard'. My father
was very heartbroken that I
didn't win that year, and so
was Sanjay Leela Bhansali,”
Rani shared.

Having said that, Rani
Mukerji did not forget to
dedicate her National Award
win to her late father and
filmmaker Ram Mukherjee.

"I'm truly overwhelmed
to receive my first National
Award in my 30-year jour~
ney as an actor. This honour
means the world to me, and
1 want to dedicate it to my
late father, who always
dreamt of this moment for
‘me. Tmiss him deeply today,
and I know it's his blessing
and my mother's constant
strength and inspiration that
guided me through the role
of Mrs. Chatterjee," said
Rani Mukerji as quoted ina
press note by YRF.

MING. S

with its talent-filled compe-
tition, culminating in Abhi-
jeet Sawant being crowned
the first-ever winner of the
show.

Over the years, Anu Ma-

lik, Alisha Chinai, Sonu
Nigam, Farah Khan, Neha

kar, Salim Merchant,
and Javed Akhtar have
served as judges on Indian
Idol.

Arshad Warsi, Jitendra
Kumar to be seen in

'‘Bhagwat' film

Chennai

egendary actor and

politician Kamal

Haasan has show-

Jered praise on the
young talent, Treesha Thosar,
who recently won the presti-
gious National Award under
Best Child Artist.

Taking to his X handle,
Haasan hailed the little Tree-
sha for beating his own record
and wrote, "Dear Ms, Treesha
Thoshar, my loudest applause
goes to you. You've beaten
my record, as I was already six
when I got my first award!
Way to go madam. Keep
working on your incredible
talent. My appreciation to
your elders in the house.”

In oneof the rarest accom-
plishments, Kamal Haasan
won the President's Gold
medal at the age of sixfor his
performance in the Tamil
film, 'Kalathur Kannamma',

The X handle of the actor's

production house, Raaj Kamal
Films International, also
shared a video, showing
Haasan personally congratu-
lating Treesha over a video
call.

"Tsaw you getting an award.
Congratulations,” Kamal
Haasan told Treesha, further
enquiring about her future
projects. The two got into a
sweet conversation, as Haasan
called himself a "child" and
also blessed the little girl.

"From One Child Prodigy to
another @ikamalhaasan Sir
himself has congratulated
#TreeshaThosar for winning
her first National award. What
amoment for Indian cinema.
#KamalHaasan Sir won his
first #NationalAward at 6,
now Treesha Thosar at 4!
Congratulations, Treesha—
youare already inspiring the
nation!" the video's caption
read.

At the 715t National Film

Awards,
Treesha
Thosar
waspre-
sented
the
Best
Child

Artist
Award for her
performance
in the Marathi
film 'Naal 2'.
For the
event, Tree-
sha looked
adorable
in a gold-
ensareeas
she arrived on
the stage to receive
her award.

Lady Gaga showers fiance
Michael Polansky with
love in birthday post

Angeles

ady Gaga has

poured her heart

out to celebrate

her fiance,
Michael Polansky's birth-
day on Saturday.

Showering Polansky
with love and affection in
a heartfelt tribute, the
singer wrote, "Happy
Birthday to my honey. I
hope 42 is your best year
yet, you have done so
much in your 42 years I
am so proud of you every
day---and so grateful for
this day you came into the
world, it was the most spe-
cial day."

Calling her fiance's
birthday her "favourite day
of the year", Gaga offered
a glimpse into their birth-
day celebrations.

"A crisp and almost
rainy day, a long walk,
with the backdrop of a
sweet birthday smile and
lots of laughter and angel
food cake with chocolate
sauce. Even this goat
knows what a happy day

Behala Nutan Dal recreates
Shibani Dham theme

Kolkata

urga Puja, cele-

brated during the

autumn, is one of

the most impor-
tant socio-cultural and reli-
gious events in the Bengali
festival calendar.

On this occasion, several
thematic pandals across
West Bengal have caught the
attention of followers of the
Goddess Durga, as the or-
ganisers aim to convey strong
messages through their cre-
ations.

Behala Nutan Dal, one of
the cultural associations in
Kolkata, celebrates the Dur-
ga Puja by recreating Shib-
hani Dham as its Durga
theme for the pandal this
year.

The pandal shelters a huge
Lord Shivaidol, and facing it
is the shrine of Goddess Dur-
ga. Behala Nutan Dal cele-

brates this year’s Durga Puja
with cultural dance and mu-
sic performances.

The Shibani Dham pandal,
for its unique architectural
styles, featuring terracotta
sculptures of mythological
figures and daily life, is fa-
mous for its large Shivling.

Ruma Mukharjee, a mem-
ber of Behala Notun Dal Dur-

ga Puja Pandal, explained
the theme of Shibani Dham
for the pandal this year.

"1 am a member of Beha-
la Nutandal Club. It has been
60 years since Behala Nu-
tandal started. The theme of
this puja is Shibani Dham.
Shivani means Durga. Dur-
ga and Shiv are in the same
place.

your birthday is to me. I
love you," she added.

Gaga also shared pic-
tures from their birthday
getaway, showing the cou-
ple spending time away
from the city. She also in-
cluded the special birthday
cake in the album.

The Grammy-winning
singer's heartfelt post
came weeks after she ho-
noured him while accept-

ing the Artist of the Year
Award at the 2025 MTV
Video Music Awards.
Shortly after, she also an-
nounced their creative col-
laboration on her sixth al-
bum, ‘Mayhem'.
"Dreaming up this al-
bum, making the plan,
building every vision with
you--talking endlessly
about what we would cre-
ate and do for monsters

Taylor Swift arrives to attend
bestie Selena Gomez, Benny
Blanco's wedding, deets inside

Los Angeles
he wedding prepa-
rations for Selena
Gomez and Benny
Blanco appear to
be taking shape, and things
are just getting bigger.

The celebrity couple is re-
portedly set to get married
over the weekend in Califor-
nia, months after Blanco
popped the question. As fans
eagerly await seeing their
beloved singer in a pretty
bridal gown, Selena's best
friend, pop icon Taylor Swift,
has already arrived in Cali-
fornia.

According to TMZ, Swift
reached the Santa Barbara
airport on Friday afternoon;
however, she remained com-
pletely undercover with
heavy security. Even though
the singer has arrived for
the weekend celebrations,
she s likely to stay at a pri-
vate rental home instead of a

hotel due to security rea-
sons.

"She will be renting a
house near the wedding ven-~
ue, which is a seeret to the
public. Her security team
feels it's better than a hotel,"
asource told Page Six.

‘When Selena announced
her engagement, Taylor Swift
was among the most excited
ones. "Yes, I will be the
flower girl," she commented
on the post.

It is yet to be known if
Swift's NFL star fiance,
Travis Kelce, will arrive for
the wedding.

Selena Gomez and Benny
Blanco are believed to be
getting married in an inti-
mate two-celebration in
Montecito, California. The
wedding is expected to draw
astar-studded guest list, in-
duding the singer-actor's co-
stars Steve Martin and Mar-
tin Short. Some of Blanco's

has been an experience I
could not have ever imag-
ined. I love how much you
love my fans and want
them to be happy. It fills
my heart with happiness
how much you love them
because we get to love
them every day together--
you care as much as I do
about people feeling seen
in the world," a part of
Gaga's post read.



