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40 minor girls found locked

W The protesters, according to officials, indulged in arson and
violence, with mobs burning the BJP office, a number of vehicles,

and ransacking the Hill Council headquarters.

LEH

n uneasy calm
prevailed in Lada-
kh on Thursday

as police and paramili-
tary troops strictly en-
forced a curfew in Leh
town, a day after clashes
between security per-
sonnel and protesters
demanding  statehood
and constitutional pro-
tection left four people
dead and more than 80
injured.

Atleast 50 people have
been detained so far in
connection with the vi-
olence that broke out
on Wednesday during
the shutdown called by
Leh Apex Body (LAB) to
demand an extension of
the Sixth Schedule and
statehood for Ladakh.

The protesters, ac-
cording to officials, in-
dulged in arson and
violence, with mobs
burning the BJP office,
a number of vehicles,
and ransacking the Hill
Council headquarters.

"The situation in the
curfew-hit areas is un-
der control. There are no
incidents to report from
anywhere," a police of-
ficer said confirming the
detentions.

The escalation of vio-

lence had led climate ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk
to abandon his fort-
night-long hunger strike,
which he was undertak-
ing in favour of the de-
mands. Wangchuk has
denounced the violence.
"This is the saddest day
for Ladakh...the path we
are treading for the last
five years was peaceful,”
Wangchuk said, appeal-
ing to the youth to "stop

W The escalation of violence had led climate activist Sonam
Wangchuk to abandon his fortnight-long hunger strike, which he

was undertaking in favour of the demands.

the violence forthwith as
it only causes harm to
our cause".

The Centre, however,
blamed the activist for
the unrest, alleging that
the mob violence was
guided by his "provoc-
ative " and

and Ladakhi groups.
The Union Home Min-
istry, which reiterated
its commitment to pro-
viding "adequate con-
stitutional ~ safeguards,"
also noted that police
are probing the possible

claiming that "politically
motivated" people were
unhappy with the pro-
gress of ongoing talks
between the government

IAF to finally retire MiG-21
fighter jets after 60 yrs

New Delhi

he defence min-
istry on Thursday
sealed a Rs 62,370

crore deal with the Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL) to procure 97 Te-
jas MK-1A light combat
aircraft for the Indian
Air Force.

The signing of the
contract came over a
month after the Cabinet
Committee on Security
(CCS) headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
green-lighted the mega
procurement.

The delivery of the
Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) would commence
in 2027-28 and the
supplies will have to be
completed over a period
of six years, officials said.

"The Ministry of De-
fence signed a contract
with Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL)
for procurement of g7
Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) Mki1A, including
68 fighters and 29 twin

seaters, along with as-
sociated equipment, for
the Indian Air Force, at
a cost of over Rs. 62,370
crore (excluding taxes),”
according to an official
readout.

It is the second such
contract awarded to the
state-run aerospace be-
hemoth.

In February 2021, the
defence ministry sealed
a Rs 48,000 crore deal
with HAL for procure-
ment of 83 Tejas MK-1A
jets for the IAF.

"The aircraft will have
an indigenous content of

over 64 per cent, with 67
additional items incor-
porated, over and above
the previous LCA MkiA
contract signed in Jan-
uary 2021," the defence
ministry said.

"The integration of ad-
vanced indigenously de-
veloped systems such as
the Uttam Active Elec-
tronically Scanned Array
(AESA) Radar, Swayam
Raksha Kavach, and con-
trol surface actuators will
further strengthen the
Aatmanirbharta (self-reli-
ance) initiatives," it said.
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inside UP madrassa toilet

Bahraich
orty girls aged be-
tween nine and 14
years were found
confined inside a toilet
of an unregistered ma-
drassa in Bahraich dur-
ing an inspection, offi-
cials said on Thursday.
Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate (SDM) of Payagpur
Ashwini Kumar Pand-
ey told that the district
administration received
repeated complaints re-
garding the functioning
of an illegal madrassa
inside a three-storey
building in Pahalwara
village under Payagpur
tehsil.

"On Wednesday, when
we went to the building
for an inspection, the
madrassa operators in-
itially tried to stop us
from going upstairs. In
the presence of police,

we entered the premises
and found the toilet on
the terrace locked," he
said.

When the door was
opened by female po-
lice personnel, 40 girls,

aged between nine and
14, hiding inside the toi-
let came out one by one.
The girls looked fright-
ened and were unable to
say anything clearly, he
added.

The SDM said District
Minority Welfare Officer
Mohammad Khalid has
been asked to verify the
registration and legality
of the institution.

According to Khalid,
locals said that the ma-
drassa had been running
for around three years
without registration.

"The management and
staff could not produce
any document related to

of foreign
iting that three
jured were Nep-
alese citizens.

Wangchuk termed the
home ministry's alle-

gations against him as
a "scapegoat tactic" in-
tended to avoid dealing
with the Himalayan re-
gion's core problems.

Reacting to the MHA's
statement that had
blamed him for provok-
ing the mob violence,
Wangchuk said he is
prepared to be arrested
under the stringent Pub-
lic Safety Act (PSA).

"They may be clever in
making somebody else
a scapegoat, but they
are not wise. At this
time, we all need wis-
dom rather than 'clev-
erness' because youths
are already frustrated,”
Wangchuk said.

To prevent the esca-
lation of unrest, strict
prohibitory restrictions
banning the assembly
of five or more people
were also placed in other
major towns, including
Kargil, where the Kar-
gil Democratic Alliance
(KDA) had called a par-
allel shutdown.

Kargil District Magis-
trate Rakesh Kumar is-
sued prohibitory orders
under the Bharatiya Na-
garik Suraksha Sanhita,
banning unauthorised
processions and public
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Sonam Wangchuk

New Delhi

he Union Home

I Ministry on Thurs-
day cancelled the
FCRA licence of Stu-
dents' Educational and
Cultural Movement
of Ladakh (SECMOL)
founded by climate ac-
tivist Sonam Wangchuk
with "immediate effect”,
a government order said.

The action of the min-
istry was based on sever-
al alleged discrepancies
detected in the accounts
of the organisation in-
cluding a fund transfer
from Sweden which
the ministry found was
against "national inter-
est".

The development
comes a day after four
persons were killed in
widespread clashes be-
tween protesters sup-
porting the movement
for statehood to Ladakh
and security personnel
amid a shutdown in Leh.
The government blamed
Wangchuk for the mob

violence.

When contacted over
phone, Wangchuk told
PTT that he was just a
donor for the organisa-
tion and that he teaches
there. The activist also
said he did not know
about the cancellation of
the FCRA licence.

Besides SECMOL,
Wangchuk also found-
ed Himalayan Institute
of Alternatives Ladakh
(HIAL) which is facing
CBI inquiry for alleged
violations of the For-
eign Contribution (Reg-
ulation) Act, or FCRA,
norms.

SECMOL was granted
the licence to accept for-
eign contribution for un-
dertaking cultural and
educational programme,
the order said.

The home ministry
had earlier issued a show
cause notice to SECMOL
seeking explanation on
various irregularities ob-
served in the finances of
the organisation. Agency

PM Modi highlights GST reforms
and Atmanirbhar Bharat at UPITS

TSN/Lucknow/Noida
rime Minister Nar-
Pendra Modi inau-
gurated the third
edition of the five-day
Uttar Pradesh Interna-
tional Trade Show (UP-
ITS) at the India Expo
Centre & Mart on Thurs-
day, describing the new-
ly implemented ‘Next
Generation GST reforms’
as a landmark in India’s
economic journey.
Addressing inves-
tors, entrepreneurs,
and business leaders,
Modi said the reforms
have provided signifi-
cant relief to consumers
while energizing trade
and industry. “Month-
ly savings are directly

reaching the pockets
of common families,
strengthening  India's

growth story,” he noted.
Highlighting the invest-
ment potential in Uttar
Pradesh, Modi said the
state had emerged as a
vibrant hub of progress

registration or legality.
During the 2023 survey,
istered ma-

PM addressing at the inauguration of Uttar Pradesh International Trade
Show in Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh on September 25, 2025.

under the leadership
of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, adding that
its rapid development
forms the foundation of
aself-reliant India.

The Prime Minister
underscored the impor-
tance of Swadeshi and
Atmanirbhar Bharat,
urging citizens and en-
trepreneurs to support

products made in In-
dia. “Self-reliance is no
longer an option but
a necessity. Entrepre-
neurs should design
durable, user-friendly
products to strengthen
Atmanirbhar Bharat and
build credibility for In-
dian manufacturing,” he
said.

Modi detailed Uttar

HIGHLIGHT

® PM Modi urges in-
vestors to back Uttar
Pradesh’s growth,

calls for self-reliance
through Atmanirbhar
Bharat and highlights
benefits of Next Gen-
eration GST reforms.

Pradesh’s  transforma-
tion into an industrial
powerhouse, citing its
enhanced connectivity
through  expressways,
international  airports,
the Dedicated Freight
Corridor, and the De-
fence Corridor, which
have reduced logistics
costs and fueled indus-
trial growth. He high-
lighted initiatives such
as Namami Gange and
One District One Prod-
uct (ODOP), which are
promoting tourism and
putting the state on the
global map. Agency

SC stays execution of IM operative
in Hyderabad blasts case

New Delhi

lhe Supreme Court
on Thursday
stayed the execu-

tion of an alleged Indian

4t
drassas were identified
in Bahraich and tt ap-
pears this one escaped
the survey team's notice
then," he said.

The state government
has not issued a clear
policy regarding such
illegal madrassas so far.
While some were sealed
last year, their manag-
ers obtained a stay from
the high court, Khalid
said, adding that a new
regulatory framework is
expected from the gov-
ernment soon.
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M operative
who was sentenced to
death in connection with
the 2013 Dilsukhnagar
blasts that left 18 dead
and 131 injured.

The plea filed by con-
vict Asadullah  Akhtar
was heard by a bench of
Justices Vikram Nath,
Sandeep Mehta and N V
Anjaria.

"There shall be stay of
execution of the death
sentence of the appel-
lant," the bench said.

Two powerful explo-
sions in Hyderabad's
Dilsukhnagar, a crowd-

ed shopping area, took
place on the eve of Feb-
ruary 21, 2013.

The first blast took
place at a bus stop and
another blast was near
an eatery in Dilsukhna-
gar.

Akhtar, lodged in a
Delhi jail, challenged the
April verdict of the Tel-
angana High Court up-
holding the death pen-
alty to five operatives

of banned terror outfit
Indian Mujahideen, in-
cluding its co-founder
Yasin Bhatkal, in the
case.

The apex court direct-
ed the Delhi government
to place before it the re-
port of all probation of-
ficers relating to Akhtar
within eight weeks.

"The superintendent of
prison of the prison con-
cerned, shall submit a
report with regard to the
nature of work which
has been performed by
the appellant while in
jail and a report with re-
gard to the conduct and
behaviour of the appel-
lant while in jail, within
a period of eight weeks,"
it said. Agency
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Ladakh violence:
Uneasy calm,
heavy police
deployment in
Leh; 50 detained
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Revanth Reddy says will launch
TN's breakfast plan

st likely to Chennai
disturb peace. Chief Minister MK
Ladakh Lt Governor Stalin and his Tel-
Kavinder Gupta chaired angana  counter-

a high-level security re-
view meeting, calling
for heightened vigilance
and inter-agency coor-
dination, while terming
the Wednesday's events
"heart-wrenching" and a
result of a "conspiracy”.

The tragic events trig-
gered sharp political
reactions with Jam-
mu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah, while appealing for
peace in Ladakh, came
out in strong defence
of the Congress, saying
the BJP was habitual for
blaming others for their
failures.

Speaking to report-
ers in Reasi district of
Jammu region, the chief
minister urged the LG-
led administration of
Ladakh to introspect
on its "own failure" to
maintain peace.

"The government in
Ladakh is theirs (the
BJP's). When they fail,
they blame someone
else. If the Congress is
so powerful that it can
cause riots in Ladakh,
then why did they not
form a council?" Abdul-
lah said.

Opposition

parties
4 1

part Revanth Reddy on
Thursday together inau-
gurated the expansion
of a Tamil Nadu scheme
of Rs 1,000 per month
financial support to col-
lege students.

Addressing a mega
state  government ed-
ucation event, Stalin
slammed the powers that
be in the union govern-
ment for thinking to pose
obstacles to education in
Tamil Nadu as they are
unable to tolerate the big
awakening in the state
due to a string of initia-
tives to boost education.

Stalin said his govern-
ment is ready to imple-
ment Telangana govern-
ment's good schemes and
declared that it is "healthy
development politics."

He mentioned that like
Tamil Nadu, Telangana
too has a fare-free bus
travel scheme for women.

Reddy said he drew
inspiration from the Ta-
mil Nadu CM's Breakfast
scheme and described
it as heart touching as
it helps the children of
poorest of the poor.

He said his government
would implement the

breakfast scheme from

strongly
the violence in Ladakh
and placed the blame
squarely on the Central
government for alleged-
ly creating the circum-
stances that led to the
unrest.

Peoples  Democratic
Party (PDP) president
Mehbooba Mulfti attrib-
uted the violent protests
in Ladakh to the "wrong
policies” of the Centre
and argued that the un-
rest was an “outburst"
resulting from a breach
of public tolerance fol-
lowing six years of un-
fulfilled promises by the
Union Home Ministry.

"What we saw yester-
day was a breach in the

barrier of their toler-
ance," Mehbooba told
reporters.

Brushing aside BJP's
claims that the Con-
gress had instigated the
violence, Mehbooba as-
serted, "Tt was a sponta-
neous reaction to appre-
hensions of losing their
identity, land and jobs."

The CPI(M) criticised
the "brutal repression"
of the UT administra
tion, which the party
leged caused the "tragic
loss of four lives".

In a statement, the
Left party alleged that
the Union government
was responsible for
bringing about the situ-
ation that led to violence
in a hitherto peaceful re-
gion.

Auvt Contact:
9818-799941

the next > year
and added that the entire
country should emulate
TN's education initiatives.

)

The Telangana gov-
ernment will implement
69 per cent reservation,
including 42 per cent
for OBC, in local bodies,
Reddy said. This also en-
visages a 27 per cent res-
ervation for SC/ST. "Put
together, the Telangana
government will imple-
ment 69 per cent reser-
vation in the local bod.ies,
inspired by Tamil Nadu,"
he said.

The 'Pudhumai Penn'
and 'Tamil Pudhalvan'
schemes for college go-
ing women and men re-
spectively, is set to bene-
fit 2,65,318 students this
year, who are fresh bene-
ficiaries, according to the
government.

Complex showcasing Bengal's
Durga Puja crafts culture to
be ready in 2 yrs: Mamata

__ Kolkata

“West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
on Thursday said the
proposed 'Durga Angan',
a complex exhibiting the
state’s Durga Puja crafts
and culture, will be com-
pleted in two years.

Speaking at the inau-
guration of the Durga
Puja pandal at the Ali-
pore Bodyguard Lines
residential complex, Ba-
nerjee said land for the
project has already been
identified and the state
cabinet has approved it.

"Durga Puja is now
included in UNESCO's
heritage list. Within the
next two years, we will
build 'Durga Angan’,
which will be world-
class like the Jagannath
Dham. People will be
able to visit it through-
out the year. The land
has been identified, the
cabinet has cleared it,
and the trust has been

formed. Only the con-
struction time is left,"
Banerjee said.

UNESCO had, in 2021,
accorded the Intangible
Cultural Heritage (ICH)
tag to Durga Puja in Kol-
kata.

The complex will come
up near New Town's Eco

Park, adjacent to the
Ramakrishna  Mission
premises.

Banerjee also took the
occasion to emphasise
respect for the Bengali
language.

"I believe in all reli-
gions. T love all faiths,
all  communities, all
languages. But our
language must not be
disrespected. We have
recognised many lan-
guages, Hindi, Kurukh,
Ol-Chiki, Rajbanshi
and Kamtapuri. That is
Bengal's humanism, in-
clusiveness and spirit of
harmony, which we have
inherited from our great
thinkers," she said.

The puja pandal at
the Alipore Bodyguard
Lines, which houses
several battalions and
residential quarters for
staff and officers of the
Kolkata Police, has been
modelled on the Jagan-
nath temple in Digha.

Stalin sai
been cummuously undel-
scoring the meox tance
of education,” and traced
the education journey of
Tamil Nadu.

The peak of the 1,000
year struggle against de-
nial of education oppor-
tunities due to caste even-
tually saw the Dravidian
movement's revolution.

About a 100 years ago,
during the Justice Par-
ty's (the precursor to the
DK and the DMK) regime,
midday meal programme
was introduced in Chen-
nai.

It was further expanded
across Tamil Nadu dur-
ing K Kamarajar's ten-
ure as chief minister and

decades ago, late Chief
Minister, M anidhi
introduced the free bus
pass scheme for students
following his request, Sta-
lin said

Karunanidhi
launched fee-free educa-
tion for first generation
students to pursue educa-
tion at the level of college
and increased reservation
to all communities.

Such initiatives have
led to the Dravidian
model regime's CM's
Breakfast Scheme. "Our
education journey is full
of such struggles. In or-
der to move to the next
level, our government
has launched Pudhumai
Penn, Tamil Pudhalvan,

Addressing a mega
state government ed-
ucation event, Stalin
slammed the powers
that be in the union
government for think-
ing to pose obstacles
to education in Tamil
Nadu as they are una-
ble to tolerate the big
awakening in the state
due to a string of initi-
atives to boost educa-
tion.

Naan Mudhalvan, Mod-
el Schools (Smart class-
rooms, special attention
to sports) and a string of
schemes."

The Stalin-led DMK
government, in order to
highlight its work on ed-
ucation, hosted a grand
event that showcased
the state government's
flagship initiatives and
achievements in the field
of education.

The theme of the event
is TN excels in educa-
tion," and the celebratory
programme  showcased
key schemes, includ-
ing the CM's Breakfast
Scheme, 'Naan Mudhal-
van' (skill development
programmes and also
provides  scholarships),
and the Pudhumai Penn
and Tamil Pudhalvan
schemes.
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Dr. Nitu inspired people of Patna to
adopt clean habits through her folk songs

PATNA
During the Swachhotsav
event, the Patna Munic-
ipal Corporation organ-
ized a Swachhta Talk
and cultural program
in Sheikhpura and Raja
Bazar.

Dr. Nitu  Kumari
Navgeet, the Swachh-
ta Brand Ambassador,
spoke about the impor-
tance of cleanliness, de-
scribing it as a virtue
that reflects respect for
ourselves, our city, and
our country.

She pointed out that
maintaining clean hab-

Congress reaches out to NSS after its
support for LDF on Sabarlmala

Thiruvananthapuram
Stunned by the Nair
Service Society (NSS)'s
open support to the rul-
ing LDF's stance on the
Sabarimala issue, the
Congress top brass on
Friday stepped in, say-
ing any communication
gaps with its leadership
would be resolved.

"Congress is a party
that reflects deeply on
its concerns. If there has
been any lack of com-
munication, it will be
addressed,” AICC gen-
eral secretary K C Venu-
gopal told the media in
Delhi, after NSS general
secretary G Sukumaran
Nair openly said that he
trusts the Pinarayi Vi-
jayan-led  government,

which had assured NSS
that the age-old rituals
in Sabarimala would be
preserved.

After the Congress
declined to participate
in the Global Ayyappa
Sangamam  organised
by the Left government

in Pamba on Septem-
ber 20, and following
allegations of the party
favouring minorities in
the state, Nair, known
for his close ties with
Congress-led UDF lead-
ers, also criticised the
party, saying it appears

reluctant to secure Hin-
du votes.

Venugopal  claimed
that the NSS General
Secretary has made it
clear that there is no
change in their stand of
equidistance towards all
parties for the elections.

"In every matter, polit-
ical parties and commu-
nity organisations will
have their own opinions
and decisions. The two
should not be confused
or mixed up," the AICC
general secretary said.

He said Congress
takes a stand based on
political perspective and
experience, and NSS
does the same. "Con-
gress respects their po-

sitions," Venugopal said.

its is essential for better
health and enhances
the city’s and nation’s
reputation worldwide.
Dr. Nitu emphasized
that cleanliness is a
shared  responsibility
that requires collective
effort from all citizens.

Dr. Nitu inspired at-
tendees to adopt clean
habits through her folk
songs.

Dr. Dayanidhi led
participants in a clean-
liness pledge to encour-
age voluntary labor for
cleanliness. Many com-
munity members took

D Raja re-elected CPI general

part in the program
and shared their views
during the Swachhta
Talk.

The attendees re-
sponded positively to
Dr. Nitu's performanc-
es, motivating them to
embrace cleanliness as
alifestyle.

This event supports
the Patna Municipal
Corporation's ongoing
efforts to improve pub-
lic health and cleanli-
ness through programs
like "Swachh Survek-
shan" and community
engagement.

Akhilesh to visit Azam Khan on
Oct 8 UP minister says 'Muslims
will not be misled' by this

Lucknow (UP: )
Samajwadi Party (SP)
President Akhilesh Ya-
dav will visit Rampur on
October 8 to meet party
founder member Azam
Khan, who was recently
released from jail after
approximately two years.

"We have finalised the
visit, and I will be go-
ing to meet him," Yadav
stated when asked about
his plans to visit Ram-
pur.

According to  par-
ty sources, Yadav will
depart for Bareilly via
private  plane  from
Chaudhary Charan Sin-
gh Airport and will then
travel to Rampur by car.
He is expected to be ac-
companied by Rampur
MP Mohibulla Nadvi,
who was given a ticket
for the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections against Khan's
wishes.

Khan, who was re-
leased from  Sitapur
jail on Tuesday, firmly
rejected  speculations
about his joining the
Bahujan Samaj Party

(BSP).
A ten-time MLA from
Rampur, Khan faces

several criminal charges,
including allegations of
land grabbing and cor-
ruption, which he claims
are politically motivat-
ed. His recent release
followed the Allahabad
High Court granting
him bail last week in
the Quality Bar land en-
croachment case, where
his name was added
during a reinvestigation
nearly five years after
the FIR was filed.

The 77-year-old spent
only about a day and a
half at his Rampur res-
idence before departing
for Delhi late Wednes-
day night, accompa-
nied by his younger
son, Abdullah Azam
Khan. While supporters
gathered at his home
seeking to meet him, no
senior SP leader visited.
Only Haji Rizwan, a for-
mer SP candidate from
Kundarki Assembly, and
Mohammad Faheem, an
MLA from Bilari, met
with Khan,

Khan also visited Jo-
har University before
leaving for Delhi in a pri-
vate car. His close aide
Rizwan Khan informed
reporters, "Azam Khan
sahab is going to Gan-
garam Hospital in Delhi
for a medical check-up.
He needed to see doc-
tors, 5o he was sent to
Delhi without delay."

On Tuesday, Akh-
ilesh Yadav vowed that
all "false” cases against

Khan would be with-

drawn once the SP
comes to power in Ut-
tar Pradesh, stating that
Khan has "finally got
justice." He ecriticised
the ruling BJP, claiming,
“Those who file false cas-
es should now learn that
every lie has an expiry
date.”

Meanwhile, UP Mi-
nority Welfare Minis-
ter Danish Azad Ansari,
the state government's
lone Muslim minister,
addressed the cases in-
volving Azam Khan and
fellow SP leader Irfan
Solanki, who is also em-
broiled in legal issues.

Speaking to reporters
in Ballia on Thursday,
he said, "The court sent
them to jail. The court
is releasing them. The
government has no role
in this. Evidence was
presented in court, and
the judicial process took
its course. How does the
BJP government have
any role?"

Ansari also eriticised
the SP for mobilising
support around Azam
Khan, asking, "Why did
the SP not remember
him when he was in jail?
The SP has deceived
not just Azam Khan but
every Muslim in the
state. Now that he is out,
the party has again start-
ed playing on emotions,
but Muslims will not be
misled. His own words
show how much pain he
feels in his party."

Regarding Khan's fu-
ture in the SP, Ansari
remarked, "The path to
power seems to be the
only aim for Muslims in
the SP. The party has
always misled and kept
people in ignorance,
blocking their devel-
opment and exploiting
emotions for political
gain."

On Wednesday, Khan,
while briefly interact-
ing with reporters, ex-

pressed confidence,
stating, "I have faith
that T will come out

clean. I am confident
that T will get justice
from the high court,
and if not, from the
Supreme Court. Per-
haps that stage will not
come."

Dismissing rumours
about him switching
to BSP, the SP found-
ing member remarked,
"We have something
called character. Char-
acter does not mean
whether we hold a post
or not; it means peo-
ple love and respect us.
And we are not for sale,
we have proved that."

secretary at party s 25th Congress

Chandigarh
Senior leader D Raja on
Thursday was re-elected
as the general secretary
of the Communist Party
of India on the conclud-
ing day of the party's
a5th Congress here.

The party also an-
nounced the formation
of a 11-member nation-
al secretariat compris-
ing Amarjeet Kaur and
Girish Sharma, among
others, along with a
31-member  executive
committee,

Senior CPI leader
from Punjab, Hardev
Arshi, was elected as a
member of the Central
Control Commission, a
party statement said.

The 25th Congress of

s

the CPI was held here
from September 21 to 25
in which over 8oo del-
egates from across the
country took part.

It also coincided with
the party's centennial.
During the proceedings
on Thursday, the CPI
adopted a slew of resolu-

tions with Punjab lead-
er Arshi demanding the
restoration of trade with
Pakistan through the At-
tari-Wagah border.

The party noted that
although Partition drew
a dividing line at Wagah,
people on both sides of
the border have shared

culture, language, and
heritage for centuries.

Resumption of trade,
it emphasised, would
greatly benefit Punjab's
farmers, traders, and in-
dustries, especially the
tourism sector.

Another  resolution
was moved by CPI's
state secretary Bant
Brar, demanding the
release of all prisoners
who have completed
their sentences.

The party said that
many prisoners in the
country have been in
jails for years without
chargesheets being filed
against them, or due to
trials proceeding at an
extremely slow pace.
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DELHI

Boney Kapoor
shares Film City
details with PM

Noida

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi along with Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday visited the exhibi-
tion stalls here at the UP In-
ternational Trade Show and
gathered information from
entrepreneurs.

During the event, the
Prime Minister and Chief
Minister visited the Yamuna
Authority stall where film
producer Boney Kapoor and
actor Arjun Kapoor briefed
the PM about the proposed
Film Cityin sector 18 of Ya-
muna City.

Apartfrom the Film City,
he also spoke to officials
concerned about the Noida
Airport.  YEIDA CEO
Rakesh Kumar Singh wel-
comed the Prime Minister.

Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister also met Noida In-
ternational Airport Limited
CEO Christoph Schellmann,
besides industrialists
Shekhar Agarwal, ML Jaisw~
al, Rajiv Goyal, Harshvard-
han Govil.

The CEO told him that the
Noida Airport is ready for its
inauguration. After the in-
auguration of the airport,
the development of this en-
tire region will also reach
new heights. The Prime
Minister also spoke about
the plans for Medical Device
Park, Fintech City, Semi-
conductor Park, Education
Hub and Heritage City.
Anusiika Robot was also the
centre of attraction here for
the convenience of visitors.

Gupta govt's
cleanliness
campaign isa
gimmick: Delhi Cong

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav here on
Thursday said that the
‘Triple Engine' BJP govern-
ment’s 15-day ‘Seva Parv
2025 or cleanliness cam-
paign to mark PM Naren-
dra Modi’s 75th birthday
was yet another gimmick.

Yadav said that if the
cleanliness campaign was
executed with purpose, ini-
tiative and  sensitivity by
the Rekha Gupta govern-
ment, Delhi would have
comeupwitha cleanlookin
two months of cleanliness
drive, but the CM and her
ministers used it only as a
publicity stunt by wielding
the broom at designated
places which had already
been cleaned by the workers
for the VVIPs to indulge in
their pl hoot theatrics.
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Sood leads gratitude march in Janakpuri,
hlghllghts GST reforms & Swadeshi call

~

Diksha
New Delhi

n the occasion of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's
birthday, Seva
Pakhwada is being celebrat-
ed across the country from
17 September to 2 October.
As part of this, Delhi Edu-
cation Minister Ashish Sood
on Wednesday led a Grati-
tude March in Posangipur
Market, Janakpuri, to spread
awareness about the new
GST reforms, the call for
adopting Swadeshi, and the
vision of a developed India.
The march saw active par-
ticipation from traders, res-
idents, and customers of the
market. Sood personally vis-
ited shops, interacted with
traders, and explained how
the GST rate cuts would

benefitboth businesses and

Delhi gets a healthcare boost: CM
inaugurates key health services

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta on Thursday launched
several important health
services in Delhi on Sep-
tember 25, 2025, during the
Sewa Pakhwada event,
which celebrates Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's birth-
day.

The launch, attended by
health officials and benefi-
ciaries, aims to improve
healthcare accessibility and
modernization in the city.

The new services include
40 TrueNat machines, 10
‘Patho-Detect machines, and
27 hand-held X-ray ma-
chines to enhance early de-
tection and treatment of tu-
berculosis (TB). Additional-
1y, 11 new CATS ambulances

were introduced, increas-
ing the city's ambulance fleet
to 277, with more expected
soon.

Alkey feature of the event
was the introduction of Del-
hi's first online Organ Do-
nation Portal, promoting
transparency and encour-
aging citizens to pledge their
organs. The Chief Minister
also inaugurated a District
Early Intervention Centre
at Chacha Nehru Bal Chik-
itsalaya to provide early
screening and treatment for
children with developmen-
tal issues.

Rekha Gupta emphasized
that these initiatives aim to
modernize Delhi's health-
care system, ensuring time-
lyand affordable care for all
citizens.

consumers. Welcoming the

reforms, many traders said

sales had already started
improving, while customers
were also saving more on
purchases.

Sood described the re-
forms as a “Diwali gift” for
Delhiites before the festi-
val. He said the simplified
GST structure would boost
Delhi's economy, create jobs,
and make taxation more
transparent. He stressed that
Delhi, beinga city of middle-
class families, profession-
als, and small traders, would
see direct benefits as goods
become cheaper and trade
more vibrant.

Explaining the rate cuts,
Sood shared that essential
educational items such as
pencils, workbooks, and
crayons have been placed
underthe 0% GST slab. GST
on 33 life-saving drugs and

CM Rekha Gupta hails Ramlilas
as Delhi’s cultural heart

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta attended the 14th
Ramlila festival organized
by the Dwarka Shri Ramlila
Society in West Delhi.

Gupta was accompanied
by Prataprao Jadhav, Min-
ister of State for AYUSH
(Independent Charge) and
Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare, and
Dr. Pankaj Kumar Singh,
Delhi's Health Minister.

She emphasized that
Ramlilas are an important
part of Delhi's cultural iden-
tity and called for the com-
munity to uphold its
grandeur.

Gupta highlighted that
these events allow millions
to connect with the ideals of
Lord Shri Ram, and an-
nounced the implementa-
tion of a single-window sys-
tem for obtaining permis-
sions for Ramlilas and oth-
er religions events, making it
easier for committees to or-

ganize.
The Chief Minister praised

the Dwarka Ramlila as one
of the largest and finest in
Delhi, recognizing Rajesh
Gehlot for his foundational
work and his son, Akash
Gehlot, for continuing his
legacy.

She noted that the event
not only serves a religious
purpose but also promotes
social and cultural aware-
ness, inspiring future gen-
erations toward positive val-
ues. This year's festival has
attracted thousands of devo-
tees who witness the per-
formances daily.

On the fourth day of
Ramlila, key scenes includ-

Delhi Govt’s Doors Are Open for Every
Concern of Senior Cltlzens Ravmder Indraj

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
The Delhi Government, led
by Social Welfare Minister
Ravinder Indraj Singh, held
an event during Sewa
Pakhwada where free as-

He said that the BJP's
‘Triple Engine’ government
has woefully failed to get
the city rid of heaps of filth
and garbage. He said that
post-monsoon, water-borne
diseases like malaria,
dengue, chikungunya and
flue have been on the rise,

d were given to
nearly 100 senior citizens
and people with disabili-
ties under the Rashtriya
Vayoshree Yojana.

The devices, valued at
about I8 lakh, were dis-
tributed at the Panchayat
Bhawan in Nangal Thakran,
Bawana. This event took

and and peoplearesuffering. | place on the birth anniver-
He said that cases of malar- | sary of Pandit Deendayal
iaand d therise | Upadh; and is inspired
with a large number of pa- | by Prime Minister Narendra
tients getting admitted to | Modi's Antyodaya vision.
the hospitals but the Delhi Singh reiterated the com-

health minister has been
busy participating in pub-
licity campaigns, instead of
providing affordable treat-
ment to patients.

mitment of the Delhi Gov-
ernment to serve senior cit-
izens and stated that pro-
grams like this will contin-
ue. He highlighted the im-

portance of ensuring that
development reaches the
most vulnerable members
of society, aligning with the
goals of the Antyodaya mis-
sion. During this initiative,
the government announced
50,000 pension vacancies
for senior citizens and

Delhi Govt. Approved X100 crore budget to
improve roads & utilities in Rajouri Garden: Sirsa

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Abudget of 100 crore has
been approved by the gov-
ernment led by Rekha Gup-
ta to improve roads and
utilities in Rajouri Garden.

The initiative was an-
nounced by Minister Man-
jinder Singh Sirsa during in-
augurations at Punjabi Mar-
ket, Mangal Bazar, Sant Na-
gar Extension, and T-Block
Vishnu Garden. This effort
is part of Sewa Pakhwada, a
public welfare event run-
ning from September 17 to
October 2, celebrating the

75th birthday of PM Shri
Narendra Modi.

The project includes eight
important tasks, such as re-
pairing and replacing
sewage and drinking water
pipelines, as well as road
construction and redevel-
opment. The Minister high-
lighted that the allocated
funds will address ongoing
issues like damaged roads,
clogged sewers, and leaking
water lines, calling this a
historic moment for Ra-
jouri Garden. He expressed
gratitude to the Chief Min-
ister for the supportin en-

hancing ity wel-

opened the Savitribai Phule
0ld Age Home in Paschim
Vihar, which will provide
safe living accommodations
for 96 senior citizens.
Eligible senior citizens
who do not receive a pen-
sion can apply for one, and
those in need of assistive

devices are encouraged to
inform the department. The
assistive devices distrib-
uted included wheelchairs,
walkers, hearing aids, and
other essential items to sup-
port the needs of the elder-
ly and disabled communi-
ties.

Delhi Police nabs private firm's
director in housing project scam

New Delhi

fare.

These civil works aim to
improve safety, hygiene,
and daily travel for resi-
dents.

Minister Sirsa assured
that the development would
be managed closely to en-
sure timely progress and
coordination among agen-
cies involved in the project.
The Sewa Pakhwada also
features various activities
like health and cleanliness
drives and other improve-
ments in civic infrastructure
to benefit the people.

The Delhi Police has ar-
rested a 38-year-old
rector of a private infra-
structure firm for alleged-
ly duping more than 30 in-
vestors of over Rs 2.3 crore
in the name of a housing
project in Rajasthan, an
official said on Thursday.

Yogesh Sharma, a resi-
dent of Noida and director
of M/s Big Bull Infra-
structure Pvt Ltd, was
caught in Noida, police
said in its official state-
ment, adding that he had
been declared a pro-

claimed offender by a Del-
hi court last year after fail-
ing to appear in proceed-
ings related to a cheating
case.

“Sharma and his associ-
ates launched a pre-launch
housing project, Big Bull
Ashiana, at Chandwaji on
the Jaipur-Delhi highway
and lured investors with
promises of lucrative re-
turns and assured plots,”
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Economic Offences
Wing) Ravi Kumar Singh
said in an official state-
ment.

ing the Dasharatha-Kaikeyi
dialogue, Ram's exile, and
the Boatman episode were

performed impressively.
Earlier, the third day fea-
tured the birth of Sita, the

defeat of Tadaka, and
Ahalya's rescue, which
deeply moved the audience.
Akash Rajesh Gehlot
mentioned that this year's

diagnostic kits has been re-
duced from 12% to 0%, while
Ayurveda, Unani, and Ho-
‘meopathy medicines now
attract only 5%. Lowerrates
on cement, auto parts, hand-
icrafts, and medical equip-
ment will also benefit citi-
zens.

During the visit, Sood also
directed officials to demolish
and rebuild a neglected pub-
lic toilet in the market with
modern facilities, including
a separate section for
women. He said that
through initiatives like the
GST Savings Festival, the
government’s aim is to pro-
vide direct relief and con-
venience to the public.

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby in-
formed that MR. Mahipal
Singh s/o. MR. Ghamandi Lal,
owner of RESIDENTIAL Plot
area measuring 50 sq. yds., out
of Khasra No. 240, situated at.
Village-Dharauti Khurd,
Prakash Vihar, Pargana and
Tehsil-Loni, Distt. Ghaziabad,
U.P.ide Gift Deed dt.
19.08.2025, Doc. No. 15313,
executed by MR. Brajesh 5/0
Mahipal Singh,SR-Loni, Ghazi-
abad.previously Mr. Mahipal
purchased the above said
property from Mrs. Beena w/o
Kishan Kumar vide Regd. GPA
dt. 22.02.2019, doc. No. 942,
further Mr. Mahipal trans-
ferred above property in fav,
his son Mr. Brajesh,vide GPA
dt.18.08.2025.

And now said property is being
financed by Incred Financial
Services Ltd.,if anybody has
any charge/title/third party in-
terest in the said property of
any kind of dispute, Kindly in-
form the undersigned in writ-
tenwith proof on the below
mentioned address, faling
which | am aware that in case
any default with the mortgage
property, that all

Ramlila combined modern
technology with traditional
elements, including ad-
vanced lighting and sound
systems. Attention was giv-
en to audience comfort with
spacious seating, sanitation,
and medical services.

Showroom

owner gets Rs
1 cr extortion

threat probe on

The police said
they the owner on
September 20 in-
formed authorities
that a note was
pasted on his shop
in which someone
threatened to kill
him if he doesn't
pay Rs 1 crore.

New Delhi

A showroom owner in
northeast Delhi’s Jafrabad
received a Rs 1 crore ex-
tortion threat, police said
on Thursday as they
launched a probe into the
matter.

The police said they the
owner on September 20
informed aunthorities that
a note was pasted on his
shop in which someone
threatened to kill him if he
doesn't pay Rs 1 crore.

"The note read: 'Rs 1
crore de do nahi to jaan se
mar dege’ (Give Rs 1 crore
or we will kill you)." a sen-
ior police officer said.

The police said the note
was given by a prisoner
lodged in Mandoli jail. A
case has been registered
under sections 308 (4)
(Extortion) and 351 (Crim-
inal intimidation) of the
BNS at Jafrabad Police
Station.

On August 20, five men
had also allegedly set the
shop on fire and police
are ascertaining if there
is a link between the two
cases.

PUBLIC NOTICE

are respon-
sible for the same.

Satvendra Gautam

Advocate

Property No. 126, Shop No. 03
Lal Kuan, Ghaziabad, (U.P.)

UNDER THE INSTRUCTIONS OF
My Clients namely Sh. Raj Ku-
mar S/o Sh.Babulal and Vim-
lesh W/o Sh. Raj Kumar both
resident of 31/27, Block-31,
Kue Wali Gali, TrilokPuri, East
Delhi-110091 have disowned
and debarred their Sons name-
ly first Son Rohit and his wife
Alka and their children namely
Ishaan and Abhi Parcha Second
son namely Aman Kumar,
Third son namely Pawan and
Fourth son namely Gaurav all
resident of 31/27, Block-31,
Kue Wali Gali, TrilokPuri, East
Delhi-110091 from their all
movable and immovable prop-
erties due to his disrespectful
behavior, quarrelsome, disobe-
dience and is out of control of
my Clients, My Clients have
also severed all their relations
with him, If anybody deals with
him in any manner, he/she
shall do so at his/her own risks,
costs and consequences. My
Clientsshall not be liable or re-
sponsible for the same in any
manner.

RAKESH KUMAR

Advocate

CHAMBER NO. B-113A, BGS
BLOCK, TIS HAZARI COURTS,
DELHI-110054

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public at large is here-
by informed that my clients Sh.
Abdul Shareef S/o Abdul Salam
& Smt. Safeena Begum W/o
Sh. Abdul Shareef R/o0 1474,
Ath Floor, Suiwalan, Darya Ganj
Delhi 110002, have severed all
their relation from his son
Tayyab and daughterin law
Afreen Fatima, disowned both
of them from all his properties
movables and immovables due
to their acute misbehavior and
threatening. If any person
dealing with aforesaid Tayyab:
and his wife Afreen Fatima
shall be doing so at his own
risk, costs and consequences.
Such dealing or act with.
Tayyab and his wife Afreen Fa-
tima or vice versa shall not be
binding on my dlients in any
manner, whatsoever.

POOJA MARWAH

ADVOCATE

1327, HOUSING BOARD
COLONY SECTOR 29, FARID-
ABAD HARYANA-121008

My client Mrs. Ashu Jindal W/o
sh. Sajjan Jindal R/o 233-234,
Ist Pocket 7, Floor, Sector-24,
Rohini, Delhi-110085 do here-
by served a Public Notice of
disowned/debarred her son
ANUJ JINDAL (Age-35 Years)
and his wife Smt. Megha Gupta
(age-34 Years) both R/o 336,
The Vainkuntha 6th Cross.
Road, HRS layout, Benglore,
Karnatka- 506102 from my all
movable and immovable prop-
erties due to their disrespect-
fully behaviour, disobedience
and out of control of my dlient.
My client has also
restrained/unserved all his re-
lations with them. If any body
deals with them, he/she shall
do so at his/her own risks,
costs and consequences. My
client & other legal heirs shall
not be liable or responsible for
the same in any manner.
AVINASH KUMAR GUPTA
ADVOCATE)

Chamber No B-70. BGS Block
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-
110054

Under instructions and on be-
half of my client, Smt. Sharda
W/o Late Sh. Azad, R/o B-409,
Gola Kuan, Okhla Industrial
Area Phase-l, South Delhi-
110020, it is hereby informed
that she has disowned her son,
Sh. Aakash Kumar S/o Late Sh.
Azad, and her daughter, Ms.
Annu D/o Late Sh, Azad, Both
R/o B-409, Gola Kuan, Okhla
Industrial Area Phase-, South
Delhi-110020, due to their con-
tinuous misconduct, disobedi-
ence, and unruly behavior. My
client declares that they shall
have no right, title, interest, or
claim in any movable or im-
movable property, self- ac-
quired or otherwise, belonging
to her. Further, my client and
her family shall not be respon-
sible for any debts, dealings,
loans, transactions, obliga-
tions, or representations made
by the said son and daughter
with any person, body, or au-
thority in future, and anyone
dealing with them shall do so
at their own risk. This natice is
issuedin the interest of the
publicat large.

RAJ KAMALSINGH
ADVOCATE

CH. NO. X-30, CIVILWING, TIS
HAZARI COURTS,
DELHI.110054

following werk -

NORTHERN R. WAY
E-TENDER NOTICE
Dy, ChiefEloctrcal Engineer, Northern Rallway, CRW Shops, Alambagh, Lucknow for
&0n bahalfof Prosident of India invites sealed lender on the prescribed farm for the

1 Tender No.

[ Elect/WiAMV/187/2024-25

A| Name of Work

and Solar Refleciive Palnts in AC goachan at
rriage workshop, Alambagh, Luckn

B|A Rs. 44,24,535,50
C|EamestMonoy Rs. 88,500

D Costof Tender form NI

€ Period of Completion (Duration of Work) 12Manths

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

opening

3] Date & Time for submissions of Tender [ Up-t0 1500 Hrs on 17.10 2024

Any limeAfler 15:00 Hrs on 1710 2024

‘schedule fix for fendr.

« The tander form may be subMitied al the Websile WWWATeps.gevin a5 per

® All lhe terms & condilions and Tender Documents only can read al
wwwireps.gov.in

Marwal
shallbe ignered

his tender, any

® Coniractors are allowed to make payment against (his fender lowards eamest
maney only through oniine payment modes available on IREPS portal, Manual
L i

received

notallowed.

entertained after opening of the
shall be treated a5 NULL & Void.

@ No post fender correspondence far submission of aditional documents shal be
rs. Even suo-moto post letter of the tender

No. Eloct/W/AMV/187/2024-25 Dated: 24,

09.2024
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

e are

2066/2024
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Self-styled godman accused of harassment
TV feed to track students'

momtored CQ

New Delhi
elf-styled godman
Chaitanyananda
Saraswati, who has
been booked for al-

legedly sexually harassing
17 female students of a pri-
vate management institute
‘here, would monitor the hos-
teland campus CCTV feeds,
including cameras installed
outside washrooms, on his
phone, investigators said on
Friday.

The lastknown location of
Saraswati, who is on the run,
was traced to Mumbai, police
said, adding that a team has
been dispatched there.

According to the FIR,
Saraswati (62), a former

irman of the manage-
ment institute in southwest
Delhi, allegedly forced fe-
male students to visit his
quarters late at night and
sentthem inappropriate text
messages, such as "Baby, T
loveyou" and "Tadore you'",
at odd hours.

He allegedly kept track of
the students'

.‘y

cameras installed in the in-
stitute, CCTV surveillance
was also placed in the hostel
lobby and outside the bath-
rooms.

The hostel houses around
75 female students from the
economically-weaker sec-
tion.

The FIR was mgu;mred
after the ation of

through his phone.

He also used his BMW
car, valued at Rs 1.5 crore, to
take female students to
Rishikesh under the pretext
of "industrial visits", said a
senior police officer privyto
the probe. Police seized the
car on Thursday.

"Multiple teams are con-
ducting raids in different
states. Alookout cireular has
beenissued to ensure that he
does not flee the country.
Based on his recent foreign
travel and return, Saraswati's
last location was found to be
in Mumbai, where a team
has been dispatched.

"The Delhi Police has
seized Saraswati's car and
will check the footage of its
dashcam," an officer said.

Police said apart from the

Swastik Productions
evolves into

Swastik Stories,
launching India’s 1st
cultural storytelling
ecosystem this Diwali

The rebrand marks the
strategic launch of
India’s first integrated
cultural storytelling
ecosystem, beginning
this Diwali with a new
FAST (Free Ad-Supported
Streaming TV) channel
and a slate of Swastik
Originals.

New Delhi
Swastik Productions, a
name synonymous with In-
dia’s most iconic mytho-
logical and historical shows,
today unveiled its evolu-
tion into Swastik Stories.

The rebrand marks the
strategic launch of India’s
first integrated cultural sto-
rytelling ecosystem, begin-
ning this Diwali withanew
FAST (Free Ad-Supported
Streaming TV) channel and
a slate of Swastik Originals.

The announcement was
symbolised by the lighting
of an Akhand Diya at the
company’s Mumbai head-
quarters by NP Singh, for-
mer MD & CEO of Sony Pic-
tures Networks India, rep-
resenting the eternal flame
of storytelling that Swastik
Stories will carry forward.

Siddharth Kumar
Tewary, Founder & Cre-
ative Visionary of Swastik
Stories, said, “For 18 years,
these stories have been
more than shows — they've
been part of people’s lives,
and T carry that love with
me every day. With Swastik
Stories, I don't see this as
justarebrand, but as light-
ing a new diya. This Di-
wali, we begin with a FAST
channel and Swastik Orig-
inals — but the vision is
larger. Swastik Stories will
grow into a cultural story-
telling ecosystem with films,
stage, domes, and Bharat-
verse — each a new way of
carrying Bharat's stories
forward.

the Sri Sharada Institute of
Tndian Management (SRISI-
M) got a police complaint

that, he put colour on their
‘maang (partition of the hair)
and cheeks,"the FIR alleges.
The complainant further
alleged that one female stu-
dent was even “forced to
change her name" and made
to delete messages from her
phone to erase evidence.

According to the FIR, one
of the victims, who joined the
institute in October 2024,
said the harassment began
shortly afterwards.

She said Saraswati first

lodged, alleging thaidurm;,
a virtual i with

d with th
more than 30 female stu- on December 1, 2024 at the
dents, instances of sexual  institute’s ground-floor office.

harassment, manipulation
and threats by Saraswati —
who was earlier known as
Swami (Dr) Parthasarathy -
-were revealed.

One of the women associ
ates of the accused, working
as an assodate dean at the in-
stitute, allegedly asked the fe-
male students to stand in a
queue on Holi and told them
that no one would put colour
on each other before
Saraswati.

"They were asked to say
'Hari Om' to Swarni and bow
down in front of him. After

"That day, instead of mo-
tivating us, Swamiji demoti-
vated us. He introduced a
woman as an associate dean
and his devotee," she said.

In the FIR, the com-
plainant has alleged that she
contacted Saraswati over
‘WhatsApp to share her X-ray
reports when she suffered a
hairline fracture in her toe.

“Since then, Swamiji start-
edsending me inappropriate
messages at odd hours, say-
ing things such as ‘Baby, I
love you', Tadore you', 'You
arelooking beautiful today’,"

the complainant has alleged
in the FIR.

When she ignored the
messages, the accused al-
legedly pressured her fur-
ther by involving faculty
members.

"Whenever 1 protested,
Swamiji threatened me with
action by the Superinten-
dent of Police, Haldwani,"
she has said in the FIR.

"He would tell the associ-
ate dean and she would ask
me toreply to his messages.
Swamiji also instructed sen-
fors to ensure that all girls re-
sponded to him, warning
that those who did not would
face manipulated attendance
or unnecessary deduction of
marks in exams," she has

plainant, when she com-
plained to the associate dean,
instead of supporting her,
she was asked to write an e-
mail  apologising  to
Saraswati.

"Afterthat, heforced me to
send e-mails and threatened
me, saying I was not in the
queue for passing. He open-
Iy said that he could fail me
i1 did not comply,” the FIR
says.

The complainant has also
accused Saraswati of mis-
behaving with her during
Holi celebrations by forcibly
applying colour on her, call-
ing her "Baby" repeatedly
and touching her inappro-
priately during handshakes,
the FIR says.

In June, during an indus-
trial visit to Rishikesh with 35
other female

end luxury vehicles," an of-
ficer said. So far, two cars
have been traced to
Saraswati — a Volvo with a
forged diplomatic number
plate, '39 UN 1', and regis-
tered to a fake address, and
a BMW he purchased in
March.

"After buying the BMW, he
performed a 'pooja’ along
with the institute's female
students, drove them around
and played songs while mak-
ing inappropriate comments.
Healso used the same car to
take them to Rishikesh for an
industrial visit," the FIR says.

The accused is suspected
to have travelled abroad re-
cently, deliberately avoiding
electronic devices and dis-
guising his appearance to
evade arrest, police said.

Saraswati allegedly called
them to his room at odd
hours. "He even blocked par-
ents' phone numbers when
they tried to reach him. He
harassed us mentally, phys-
ically and emotionally," the
complainant has alleged in
the FIR.

Theinvestigators said the
accused tampered with the
institute's digital video
recorder (DVR) systern, lead-
ing to destruction of crucial
CCTV evidence.

However, police believe
the dashcam of the BMW
may provide some material

alleged. evidence. Police said their

The has said ion has found that
inMarch thisyear, Saraswati ~ Saraswati allegedly tight-
took some female students  ened his control over the in-

for a ride in hisBMW carand
continued to allegedly send
4 2 o

stitute by sub-letting the
properties of Jagadguru

has been registered under
sections 75(2) (sexual ha-
rassment), 79 (word, ges-
ture or act intended to insult
the modesty of a woman)
and 351(2) (criminal intim-
idation) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) at the
Vasant Kunj North police
station.

The SRISIIM hasissued a
four-page press statement
outlining the steps taken by
it in connection with the al-
legations against Saraswati.

The institute said it acted
swiftly and decisively to pro-
tect its students after it came
toknow about the alleged ha-
rassment, arbitrary behav-
iour and financial irregular-
ities linked to Saraswati.

"Based on the findings,
Peetham lodged a criminal

them even past midnigh

sthanam Dy Sri

"At3:30 am, he would mes-
sage us with odd comments
and would often delete those
chats," the FIR reads.
According to the com-

Sharada Peetham, which
runs it, to private companies
for financial gains.

"He reportedly used the
proceeds to purchase high-

onJuly19, 2025,
supported by more than 300
pages of documents. The
matter was registered as an
FIR on July 23," the state-
ment issued on Wednesday
Tead.

Scam accusations were part of a conspiracy by Ex
employees to discredit Nari Shakti: Safina Joseph

New Delhi

The Nari Shakti Women
Welfare Charitable Trust,
established in 2016 in Ben-
galuru, focused on educa-
tion, awarenessin farming,
and health camps for
women. Safina Joseph, the
president, began an auto
rickshaw project in Novem-
ber 2024 to empower
women.

However, Joseph discov-
ered that some former em-
ployees were misusing the
trust's name and extorting
‘money. After learning about
these issues, she decided to
remove those women from
the trust.

On September 22, 2025,

these former employees

confronted the staff at the

Ramalaya and JPSR Prabhu Shriram
Celebrate Indian Herltage at UPITS 2025

__ TSN/GreaterNoida
Ramalava & JPSR Prabhu
Shriram are participating in
the 3rd Edition of the UP In-
ternational Trade Show, hap-
pening from September 25—
29, 2025, at the India Expo
Centre & Mart, Greater Noi-
da.

The Ramalaya Experience
Centre at the exhibition was
inaugurated by Dr. D. K.
Gupta, Managing Director,
Felix Hospital, and Mrs.
Gupta, alongside Dr.
Shubhra Mittal, Deputy
Chief Medical Officer, Noida,
in the august presence of
Shri Prashant Kumar,
Founder of Ramalaya. The
g-mmful ceremony, marked a

b ing to this

Shri Krishna's Leelas, into
fragrant, immersive experi-
ences. Each collection em-

cultural showcase.

With its presence at Stall
H14-03/40, Ramalaya, a cul-
tural luxury experience cen-
tre, is bringing alive the
essence of India’s spiritual
and cultural heritage. Under
its umbrella, JPSR Prabhu
Shriram, a luury incense
brand, is transforming In-
dia's devotional stories, in-
cluding the Ramayana and

celebrating India’s eultural
and spiritual artistry while
reinforcing its position as
the face of cultural luxury in
the incense industry: Visitors
are experiencing cultural sto-
rytelling, premium fra-
grances, exclusive gifting so-
lutions, and franchise op-
portunities at the stall. This
participation reinforces Ra-
malaya’s vision of taking In-
dian cultural luxury to glob-
al markets. Visitors are ex-
ploring carefully curated in-
cense collections and expe-
riencing the philosophy of
“Incense with a Story,” a cel-
ebration of cultural story-
telling through fragrance.

bodies cultural heritage, art, ~ The exhibition is showcasing
and s elling through fra- ~ JPSR Prabhu Shriram’s hero
grance. collections, including Shri-

A k - pad Shri Krishna

son says, “For us, fragrance
is more than luxury. It is
cultural storytelling. Through
Ramalaya, we are sharing
the sacred narratives of our
heritage in a form that res-
onates with today’s world.”

At the exhibition, Ra-
malaya is engaging domestic
and international visitors,

Leela, Incredible Temple,
Char Dham, and Life and
God Collection.

The first two signature
collections feature iconic an-
cient Indian art, Madhubani
and Pattachitra paintings,
bringing India’s invaluable
heritage vividly to life in each
creation,

Nani Shakti office, causing a

disturbance and issuing
threats, They alleged a scam
of 2 crore rupees had oc-
curred.

Inresponse, Joseph while
addressing a press confer-
ence at PCI, New Delhi stat-
ed that the accusations were
part of a conspiracy to dis-
credit Nari Shakti. She em-
phasized that they possess
strong evidence of their op-
erations, and that all work
done by the trust is docu-
mented and legitimate.

Joseph highlighted that
the actions of the former
employees were aimed at
harming the reputation of
the organization without
any basis or proof.

A

PM Modi Inaugurates

Third UP

International Trade Fair

Staff Reporter
Greater Noida
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the
third edition of the UP In-
ternational Trade Fair at
the Expomart Exhibition
Center in Greater Noida,
highlighting the state’s
growing industrial and in-
frastructural initiatives.
Accompanied by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
the Prime Minister visited
Hall No. 03, which fea-
tured prominent displays
from the Yamuna Ex-
pressway Authority, Noida
International Airport,
Havells Group, Minda
Spark Group, and Inter-
national Film City, among

others.

The in-charge officer of
Hall No. 03, Mr. Rakesh
Kumar Singh, CEO of Ya-
muna Expressway Au-
thority and Noida Inter-
national Airport, person-
ally welcomed the Prime
Minister. The stalls of the
Yamuna Expressway Au-
thority emerged as the
center of attraction, draw-
ing attention from busi-
ness leaders, industry rep-
resentatives, and the gen-
eral public.

At the View Film City
stall, noted film personal-
ities including Boney
Kapoor, Arjun Boney
Kapoor, and Ashish
Bhutani engaged with vis-
itors, while the Noida In-
ternational Airport stall
hosted Christoph Shell-
man, CEO of Yamuna In-
ternational Airport Limit-
ed, alongside industrial-
ists such as Shekhar
Agrawal of Priya Gold
Group, M.L. Jaiswal of DS
Group, Rajeev Goyal of
Havells Group, and Harsh
Vardhan Govil of SALE
Group. These leaders in-
teracted with Mr. Singh
and commended the Au-

thority’s efforts in driving
regional industrial growth.

The Yamuna Express-
‘way Authority’s exhibition
space featured a wide
range of participants, in-
cluding Priya Gold,
S.AE.L. Solar, NAEC Clus-
ter, Minda Spark, Havells,
International Film City,
Galgotia University,
M.G.M. Educational
Group, Amity Educational
Group, Patanjali Group,
Toy Associations, IngTong
Company, and various
companies from the Med-
ical Devices Park Cluster
such as Alenjer, Poly-
Medicure, Medisis, Sion
Med, Romson, Allied Med-
ical, Narang, and Madhu
Instruments.

The Authority’s stall
showcased a model of the
Noida International Air-
port, alongside detailed
information on projects
including the Medical De-
vices Park, the Interna-
tional Film City, the pro-
posed FinTech City, Semi-
conductor Park, Educa-
tional Hub, and Heritage
City. An interactive robot
named Anushka further
captivated visitors, adding
a futuristic dimension to
the exhibition.

During the Prime Min-
ister’s visit, the stall was
supported by Special Offi-
cers Shailendra Kumar
Bhatia and Shailendra Ku-
mar Singh, Senior Staff
Officer Nandkishore Sun-
dariyal, and AGM Industry
Smita Singh, ensuring
smooth engagement with
dignitaries and guests.

The fair underscored Ut-
tar Pradesh’s commitment
to industrial development,
technological innovation,
and investment-friendly
initiatives, drawing atten-
tion from both national
and international partici-
pants.

PM and CM Yogi impressed by
Greater N01da Authorlty stall at UPITS

Ajit Kumar
Greater Noida

The edition of the UP
International Trade Show
(UPITS) 2025 got offto a vi-
brant start on Thursday at the
Expo Martin Greater Noida,
inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in the
presence of Uttar Pradesh
Chief ~ Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

During the inaugural visit,
the Prime Minister and Chief
Minister toured Hall No. 3,
where the Greater Noida Au-
thority had set up an elabo-
rate stall. Both leaders ap-
peared pleased as they ex-
plored the displays, taking
note of the city’s infrastruc-
ture projects and develap-
ment initiatives.

Greater Noida Authority
CEO N.G. Ravi Kumar, along
with ACEOs Soumya Srivas-
tava, Sunil Kumar Singh,
Shrilakshmi V.S., Prerna
Singh, and Sumit Yadav, wel-
comed the dignitaries and
briefed them on the show-
cased projects. Uttar Pradesh
Industrial Development Min-

L 3
ister Nand Gopal Gupta
‘Nandi’ also reviewed the
stall, engaging with the offi-
cials to understand the de-
velopment plans and
schemes presented.

The stall drew attention
not only from political lead-
ers but also from Bollywood
personalities, including
renowned film producer
Boney Kapoor and actor Ar-
jun Kapoor. Kapoor mter-
acted with the Authority of-
ficials tolearn more about the
city’s growing infrastructure

and investment potential.
Visitors were treated to a
range of interactive exhibits,
including an Anamorphic
LED wall, web standees, a Di-
amond LED cube, quiz and
puzzle games, an Al selfie
booth, a neuro-sensor car, a
“We Are” simulator game,
and live mug painting ses-
sions. These attractions par-
ticularly captured the interest
of young attendees, addinga
dynamic, engaging element
to the trade fair experience.
The Greater Noida Au-

thority's preparations en-
sured a smooth and organ-
ized opening day despite the
large influx of VIPs. Parking
facilities for 8,000 vehicles
werearranged at NASA Park-
ing, supported by shuttle
buses to the Expo Mart, fa-
cilitating easy access for vis-
itors. Road repairs around
the venue allowed seamless
vehicle movement, while en-
hanced horticulture and ad-
equate street lighting im-
proved the overall environ-
ment.
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Violence erupted
in Ladakh due

to Centre’s
‘wrong policies”:
Mehbooba Mufti

Srinagar:

PDP president Mehboo-
ba Mufti on Thursday al-
leged the violent protests
in the Union Territory of
Ladakh erupted due to
the “wrong policies” of
the central government.

The Union home min-
istry had made many
promises with the peo-
ple of Ladakh but noth-
ing came out of it over
the past six years, Mufti
told reporters, adding
that what happened on
Wednesday was a breach
in their level of toler-
ance.

The former chief min-
ister said the people of
Ladakh have been striv-
ing for inclusion under
the Sixth Schedule in a
bid to protect their iden-
culture, land and

jobs.
“They were disap-
pointed that nothing was
happening... If people
from outside come there
in large numbers, what
will remain of them?
‘They are just a few lakh
in number,” she said.

Mufti said the Centre
should ponder over the
developments in Lada-
kh, where violence broke
out on Wednesday.

Floods in Punjab
outcome of
government
negligence alleges
SGPC chief

Amritsar.
Shiromani Gurdw
Parbandhak  Commit-
tee (SGPC) president
Harjinder Singh Dhami
Thursday met represent-
atives of flood-affected
villages at Gurdwara Sri
Ber Sahib in Sultanpur
Lodhi and alleged that
the floods were the out-
come of “government
negligence”.

He listened to their
problems and assured
them of every possible
support from the SGPC.

During an interaction,
he said the floods were
not merely a natural ca-
lamity but the outcome
of alleged “government
negligence”.

Had water been re-
leased gradually from
dams in time, such wide-
spread devastation in
Punjab could have been
avoided, he said.

Dhami added that the
government has left the
people to fend for them-
selves, forcing them to
take on responsibilities
that should have been
carried out by the au-
thorities.
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Haryana CM launches Deendayal Lado
Lakshmi Yojana to empower women

Komal Ramola
o Chandigarh:
n the birth anni-
versary of Pan-
dit Deendayal
Upadhyaya, the Harvana

Government  launched
the ambitious ‘Deen-
dayal Lado Lakshmi

Yojana' aimed at boost-
ing the economic and
social status of women.
Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini unveiled the
scheme at a state-level
ceremony held at Tau
Devi Lal Stadinm in
Panchkula, along with a
dedicated mobile appli-
cation to facilitate scam-
less registration and im-
plementation.

The Chief Minister
highlighted that in the
short period since the
app’s  launch, near-
Iy 50,000 women had
downloaded it, with
around 8,000 appli-
cations already sub-
mitted. To  address
application challeng-
es, a toll-free number
18001802231 and help-
line 01724880500 were
released, and live reg-
istration of five eligible
women was conducted
during the programme.

Sh. Saini stated that

e AT BU Bied

g FHgla fAsa ?2,100

& K
the scheme will initially
benefit around 20 la
women in  Haryana.
Open to both married
and unmarried women
aged 23 to 60 with an-
nual family incomes up
to Rs. 1 lakh, beneficiar-
ies will receive Rs. 2,100
per month via direct
bank transfer. Multiple
eligible women from the
same household can also
avail the benefit. The
government has allocat-

Punjab CM unveils logo for
commemorative events to mark Guru
Teg Bahadur’s martyrdom anniversary

Chandigar
Punjab  Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann on Thurs-
day unveiled a logo for the
state-level commemora-
tive events to be org:
for observing the 350th
martyrdom anniversary of
Guru Teg Bahadur.
Mann said the state
government has already
chalked a number of
events to commemorate
once-in-a-lifetime
event across Punjab in a
befitting manner.

He said on the histor-
ic occasion of the 350th
martyrdom  anniversary
of Guru Teg Bahadur, the
Punjab government will
organise gmnd evenls,

A massive “Kirtan Dar-
bar' will be held in Delhi on
October 25, he said, add-
ing that on November 25, a
major event will be held at
Sri Anandpur sahib.

Four
will start from Jammu,
Gurdaspur, Faridkot and
Takht Sri Damdama Sahib
in Bathinda on November
20, he added.
Mann said the ‘nagar
kirtans’ will reach Sri
Anandpur sahib on the
evening of November 22,
adding various functions
will be organised by the
state government at the
holy city from November
231025,

These historic events
will primarily take place
on the sacred land of Sri
Anandpur Sahib under the
auspices of the state gov-
ernment.

The CM said that Guru
ji's supreme sacrifice was
unique and unparalleled in

a’gai.nsl injustice, tyranny
and oppression.

Y

emphasized that all pro-
cesses, including appli-
cation, verification, and
grievance redressal, will
be handled through the
mobile app, eliminating
the need to visit govern-
ment offices or service
centres. Eligible women
can_begin applying im-
mediately, while others
can apply upon reaching

the qualifying age.
The launch also coin-
cided with the inaugu-
ration and foundation
laying of projects worth
Rs. 326.
ing 31 health-related ini-
tiatives, renovation of 10
health institutions, and
projects under the Pub-
lic Works Department
and Urban Local Bodies.
Sh. Saini underscored
that the scheme fulfills
the 42nd promise of the

government’s ‘Sankalp
Patra’, with 9o commit-
ments expected to be
fulfilled by year-end. He
reiterated the govern-
ment’s mission to ensure
that development bene-
fits reach the last person
in the queue, reflect-
ing Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya’s philosophy
of Antvodaya.

Highlighting steps
taken under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
leadership, the Chief
Minister  cited cam-
paigns like ‘Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao’, ‘Drone
Didi Yojana’', and the
nationwide ‘Swasth
Nari-Sashaklt  Parivar
Abhiyan’. He noted that
in Haryana, over 2.13
lakh women have al-
ready become ‘Lakhpati
Didis’, 100 women have
received drones under
the ‘Drone Didi Yoja-
na', and 18 lakh fami-
lies have benefited from
subsidized gas cylinders.
Women now hold 50
percent representation
in Panchayats, and in-
itiatives like créches,
girl-specific colleges,
and free higher educa-
tion up to post-gradua-
tion are in place.

Punjab Govt pledges X74 Cr aid, free
wheat seeds to flood-hit farmers

4

_ Chandiga

In the wake of devastat-
ing floods that destroyed
crops across nearly five
lakh acres in Punjab, the
state government has an-
nounced a major relief in-
itiative to support affected
farmers. Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann de-
clared that the government
will provide two lakh quin-
tals of wheat seeds, worth
around T74 crore, free of
cost to help farmers restart
cultivation.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, CM Mann said, “In
this difficult time, our gov-
ernmenl stands shoulder
to shoulder with the farm-
ers. Punjab’s hardworking

to give new strength to
their hard work.” He em-
phasized that the flood-af-
fected farmers are unable
to purchase seeds on their
own, and this measure
will allow them to resume
farming for the Rabi sea-

son.
"The floods have wreaked

havoc across the state, af-
fecting more than 2,300
villages and impacting the
lives of nearly 20 peo-
ple. Thed:sasterclaunequ
lives and rendered approx-
imately seven lakh people
homeless. Infrastructure
suffered  heavily, with
around 3,200 schools, 19
colleges, 1,400 clinics and
hospilals damaged, 8,500
kilometers of roads de-
stroyed, and 2,500 bridges
washed away. Preliminary
estimates put the total loss
at around %13,800 crore,
though the figure could be
higher.

The Mann Govern-
ment’s relief package re-
flects its commitment to
farmers’ welfare, position-
ing the free seed scheme
not just as aid but as a
promise of support during
crises. By providing wheat
seeds al no cost, the gov-
ernment aims to bring new
hope, fresh harvests, and
stability to Punjab’s agri-
cultural sector, reaffirming
that the state’s strength
lies in its farmers and their
prosperity is a top priority.

INLD chief Abhay Chautala lashes out at J]JP BJP takes dig at Hoodas

Rohtak (Hry):
Tndian National Lok Dal
(INLD) chief Abhay Sin-
gh Chautala lashed out
at the JJP on Thursday,
saying those who used
to chant Chaudhary Devi
Lal's name befrayed
the public the day they
helped the BJP form a
government in Haryana.

Addressing the INLD’s
“Samman rally” here
on the occasion of the
112th birth anniversary
of former deputy prime
minister Devi Lal, Abhay
Chautala also lashed out
at Congress leader Bhu-
pmdel Singh Hooda and

his MP son, Deepender
Hooda.

Taking on the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the INLD chief
said people are not hap-
py with the saffron par-
ty’s government in the
state, which has failed on
various fronts.

He also claimed that
law and order has deteri-
orated in Harvana under
the BJP’s rule.

The rally was also ad-
dressed by Shiromani

Akali Dal (SAD) chief
Sukhbir  Singh Badal,
Congress leader Sam-

pat Singh, Jammu and
Kashrnn Deputy Chief
M Surinder Ku-
mar Chaudhayy, former

JK govt to provide 5-marla land to
flood-affected families: CM Abdullah

Jammu:

Jammu  and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah on Thursday said
five marlas of land will be
provided to each flood-af-
fected family rendered
homeless to allow them to
reconstruct their dwelling
units.

Abdullah made the an-
nouncement while inter-
acting with residents of
Duggain village in Billa-
war tehsil of Kathua dis-
trict, whose houses and
livelihoods were severely
impacted by the recent
floodin;

2.

‘The chief minister con-
ducted an aerial survey of
the flood-affected areas
in Kathua and Reasi dis-
tricts, accompanied by
Bani MLA Rameshwar
Singh and MLA Gulab-
garh Khurshied Ahmed.
He also met the people in
Mahore in Reasi.

Assuring people of all
possible assistance, Ab-
dullah directed the ad-
ministration to ensure
timely relief and rehabil-
itation measures.

“The wear 2025 has

brought immense dev-
astation to Jammu and
Kashmir — from the dry
spell in March

incessant
floods, and landslides in

t-September. From
l\athua to Kupwara, the
damage has been unprec-
edented,” he said.
Abdullah  highlighted
the scale of destruction,
noting that torrential
rains have damaged over
50  bridges, around
2,000 km of road net-
work, thousands of hec-
tares of agricultural land,
besides washing away
standing crops and in-
flicting damages on both
governmcnt and private

buildings.

“Given the enormity of
restoration chnﬂenges
Jammu and Kashmir is
looking forward to a com-
prehensive relief and re-
habilitation package from
the Central Government,”
he added.

Emphasising the im-
portance of first-hand as-
sessment, Abdullah said
his visit to the remote and
isolated areas of Kathua
was aimed at understand-
ing the ground realities.

He also undertook an
aerial survey of damages
in Hiranagar and Lakhan-
pur, the entry point of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Later, the CM convened

a meeting with district
administration, including
Deputy  Commissioner
Kathua Rajesh Sharma
and senior civil and police
officers.

He directed the Deputy
Commissioner to cond uct
extensive towrs of all af-
fected areas and submit
detailed ground reports
at the earliest.

Bani MLA highlighted
extensive damages due
to landslides triggered by
torrential rains in his con-
stituency.

In villages such as
Moar, Najote, and Kan-
thal-Majra, nearly 100
families have lost their
land and property com-
pletely, he said and de-
manded allotment of five
marlas of land for such
affected families, besides
highlighting other press-
ing concerns, including
damages to the Jalana
Bridge, delay in tendering
of work for High School
Lohai, upgradation of
High School Sadrota,
as well as amnesty from
KCC loans and electricity
bills for affected families.

MP and the founder of
Telangana Jagruthi, K
Kavitha, INLD’s Harya-
na unit chief Rampal Ma-
a, INLD leaders Aditya
Devi Lal, Karn Chautala
and Arjun Chautala.
Badal appealed to peo-
ple to bring regional par-
ties back to power as he
said these parties alone
are capable of looking af-
ter the interests of farm-
ers and the poor.
_ashing out at the Jan-
na ak Janta Party (JJP),
ich is led by his el-
d(‘ brother Ajay Singh
Chautala, Abhay Chau-
said in 2019, the

tala

voters of Haryana gave a
mandate against the then
BJP government and the
saffron outfit managed
to win only 40 of the 9o
Assembly seats in the
state.

Taking a swipe at the
JJP, he said those who
used to chant Devi Lal’s
name and claim that
they will teach a lesson
to the BJP “betraved the
public and helped the
saffron party form the
government in 2019”7

The BJP formed its
government in Haryana
with the JJP's support
after the 2019 polls. The

two parties parted ways
shortly before last vear's
Lok Sabha election. In
October 2024, the BJP
came to power in Harya-
na on its own for a third
consecutive term.

Holding the rally at
Rohtak, considered a
stronghold of Bhupin-
der Singh Hooda's fam-
ily, Abhay Chautala also
lashed out at the Con-
gress leader.

He alleged that the
Congress is acting as the
BJP’s “B” team in Hary-
ana.

The father-son duo of
Bhupinder Singh Hooda

and Deepender Hooda
are responsible for the
BJP’s third consecutive
government formation in
the state, he said.

Just as the public
wiped out the JJP in last
year’'s Assembly polls,
the'y will also teach the
Congress a lesson in the

future, Abhay Chautala
said.
Badal alleged that

national parties do not
care about the welfare
of farmers or the poor
and “create divisions in
the name of religions
and caste”.

Asserting that Abhay
Chautala represents the
true voice of farmers
and the poor, the SAD
chief said, “He is also
the true heir to the leg-
acy of Chaudhary Devi
Lal.”

Sampat Singh, who
switched over to the
Congress from the INLD
a few years ago, said it
was Devi Lal who gave
him the opportunity to
become an MLA for the
first time.

Without taking any
names, the Congress
leader said he received
numerous phone calls
asking him not to attend
the Rohtak rally, but he
was completely deter-
mined to participate.

AVISHKAR Academy Inaugurated at
Chandigarh Model Jail to Empower Prisoners

‘Chandi;
Punjab  Governor and
Chandigarh Administra-
tor Gulab Chand Kataria
today inaugurated the
AVISHKAR  (Academy
for Vocational Innova-
tion, Skill, Hope, Knowl-
edge and Reform) Acad-
emy at the Model Jail in
Chandigarh, aiming to
transform the lives of
inmates through educa-
tion and skill develop-
ment.

Speaking at the event,
Governor Kataria de-
scribed the academy as
a “symbol of hope, skill,
innovation, and reform,”
emphasizing its role in
helping prisoners be-
come self-reliant and
reintegrate into main-
stream society after re-
lease. The initiative is
designed to provide in-
mates with educational
opportunities, voea-
tional training, and cre-
ative outlets to prepare
them for a dignified life
beyond prison walls.

The AVISHKAR
Academy, established
in the newly developed
Four-Cell Ward, offers

facilities including a
Music Section, Painting
and Art & Craft studios,
Candle and Gulal mak-
ing workshops, a li-
brary, an IGNOU Stud;

Center, and a Tailoring
Section. Previously, vo-
cational activities were
conducted in Barrack
No. 6, which has now

been reserved solely for
i accommoda-

The launch coincides
with Seva Pakhwada,
celebrated from Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s birthday until
October 2, which also
marks the birth anniver-
sary of Pandit Deendayal

:.\ddmg spe-
cial szgmhcance to the
occasion.

The inauguration was
attended by Home Sec-
retary Mandeep Singh
Brar, IG Prisons Push-
pendra Kumar, Addi-
tional IG Prisons Dr.
Palika Arora, and other
senior prison officials.
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avratri is a highly significant festival in

Indian culture and religious beliefs. Tt

is not just a nine-day celebration, but

also a symbol of devotion, restraint,

health, and social responsibility. During
Navratri, devotees worship Goddess Durga in their
homes and temples, and pay special attention to food
and eating habits. Halwa-puri, chana dal, fruits, and
other n'admona] dishes hold spec]al stgmﬁcancn for

n this The d and sa-
cred uauuwe of these dishes make them a part of a re-
ligious ritual.

However, amidst this sacred tradition, an impor-
tant question arises: Are these dishes prepared dur-
ing Navratri safe only for human consumption, or
can they also be given to our sacred friends, such as
cows? This question is important not only from a reli-
gious perspective, but also from a health and ecolog-
ical perspective.

The halwa-puri prasad (offering) during Navratriis
primarily prepared from wheat flour, ghee, and sugar.
Devotees delight in its flavor and aroma, and consid-
er it a symbol of devotion to the Goddess. Enjoying
halwa-puri is not only a part of the celebration, but
also strengthens family and social bonds. However,
it is equally important to consider its health benefits.

Halwa-puri provides a limited amount of ener-
gy and satisfaction for humans. However, eating it
in excessive amounts can cause digestive problems,
weight gain, and other health risks. During Navratri,
people often consume fruits, light sattvic foods, and
milk to purify both the body and mind. Therefore,
Halwa-puri should be consumed in moderation and
with caution.

Now the question arises whether halwa-puri can be
given to cows. Cows are considered extremely sacred
in Hinduism. They are considered a mother, and reli-
gious texts emphasize the importance of serving and
protecting them. However, cows’ digestive systems
differ from humans. They primarily rely on green
grass, fodder, straw, and grains. Heavy and sweet
foods like ghee, sugar, and refined flour can be harm-
ful to them. Excessive ghee and sugar in halwa-puri
can adversely affect their health, causing diarrhea,
indigestion, and other gastrointestinal problems.

The need for balance becomes clear here. The pur-
pose of Navratri is not only faith and devotion, but
also to maintain coexistence with animals and nature.
Devotion and protection can coexist. Offering halwa
and puri is not good for the health of cows, and the
best option is to provide them with natural fodder,
green grass, and fruits. From a religious perspec-
tive, the true meaning of devotion is to use discretion
while still practicing our faith.

Traditionally, the distribution of prasad during
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“Navratri, Prasad and Parenting:
The Importance of Discernment in Faith”

T

By Priyanka Saurabh

LT

Research Scholar in Political Science,
Poet, freelance journalist and columnist,

Traditional offerings like halwa and puri are important during Navratri, but they are safe only for humans. Cows’
digestive systems differ from humans, so products made with ghee, sugar, and refined flour can be harmful. During
this time, cows should only be fed green grass, straw, fruits, and fodder. Devotion and protection can coexist. The
purpose of Navratri Is not just devotion, but also prudent faith and animal protection. By maintaining balance, we

can maintain both tradition and animal welfare.

Navratri should be limited to human consumption
only. Doing so adheres to religious beliefs and en-
sures the safety of animals. Many temples and re-
ligious sites maintain this balance by offering only
its, green leaves, and dry grains as prasad.
pmndss nutrition to cows and protects their health.

This topic is extremely important from a cultural
perspective. In Indian tradition, the cow is consid-
ered a mother. Religious texts and folk tales specif-
ically mention their protection, respect, and service.
If we ignore the health of cows during Navratri out
of devotion and tradition, we fail to uphold the prin-
ciples of their protection and care. This is a matter

‘where a balance between religion and science is es-
sential.

Education and awareness play a crucial role in this
regard. Religious organizers, temples, and families
need to understand that every offering they make
must be safe not only for humans but also for animals,
if any. Awareness campaigns should be conducted
through schools, social organizations, and religious
organizations to ensure that people understand that
halwa-puri is not safe for cows.

Health experts also believe that keeping cows away
from human food is essential for their long-term

health. Ghee, sugar, and oil-based foods can cause
problems in their gastrointestinal system. Therefore,
trad.monal offerings during Navratri should be en-

joyed only for humans. This maintains religious val-
ues and ensures the safety of the animals.

The significance of Halwa-Puri during Navratri is
not limited to taste or tradition. It is also a medium of
devotion, collective enthusiasm, and spending time
with family. But we must remember that devetion
does not simply mean following tradition; it must
also include discretion and prudence. Prasad should
be distributed while keeping in mind the health of
cows and other domestic animals.

Studies and experiences show that neglecting an-
imals during religious events not only impacts their
health but also highlights a lack of awareness in so-
ciety. Therefore, prioritizing both animal safety and
human health during Navratri is essential. This ful-
fills both our religious beliefs and social responsibil-
ity.

Through this tradition, we can also impart an im-
portant lesson to children. They can be taught that
religious festivals are not just a means of celebration
and joy, but also hold messages of wisdom, respon-
sibility, and coexistence. When children learn that
halwa-puri is only for humans and that cows are fed
natural fodder, they become sensitive and responsi-
ble citizens in their own lives.

The message of Navratri is to embrace faith, re-
straint, and prudence. While enjoying traditional
delicacies and offerings, we must remember that the
safety and health of our four-legged friends is par-
amount. If we maintain this balance, the Navratri
celebration becomes even more meaningful and en-
joyable,

Finally, it must be remembered that the true pur-
pose of Navratri is not merely to indulge in food and
drink and festivities. This festival teaches us that
faith and wisdom can coexist. It is our religious and
social responsibility to take care of the health of both
humans and animals. Therefore, during Navratri,
halwa-puri should be consumed in moderation for
humans, and cows should be given only natural fod-
der. This is the correct and balanced approach, which
integrates faith, culture, and safety.

Through this balance and wisdom, the Navratri fes-
tival not only becomes religiously fulfilling but also
serves as an inspiring example for our society and
animal welfare. In this way, we can adhere to reli-
gious faith and cultural tradition while fulfilling our
responsibility to our four-legged friends.

Caring for ageing parents: Adapting timeless
values to contemporary realities

n a not-so-distant past, families across many

cultures followed an unspoken rhythm: par-

ents reared children, who then looked after

their parents as they aged. The idea of “pa-

rental care” was an extension of everyday life
rather than a set arrangement. Every celebration,
meal, and bedtime tale included the grandparents,
who were an integral part of the family.

This rhythm is stuttering today. Elderly parents
are more likely than ever to live alone in cities and
towns across the world, particularly in urban areas.
The way society interacts with its elders has changed
as a result of the rise in nuclear families, the lure of
careers in far-off cities or nations, and the mounting
demands of contemporary life. For many, interaction
with parents has been reduced to brief phone calls or
yearly visits, creating a void that technology cannot
fully address.

The number of elderly people is rapidly increas-
ing in India, as in many other countries. More than
one-fifth of older adults in India now live alone or ex-
clusively with their spouse, as per the Longitudinal
Ageing Study in India. Even though life expectancy
has increased due to medical advancements, elderly
‘people’s emotional and social well-being is frequently
disregarded. Experts caution that loneliness can be
just as damaging to health as chronic diseases. It rais-
es the risk of depression, damages sleep and erodes
immunity.

As embodied in the proverb Mata, Pita, Guru, Dei-
vam, reverence for elders has long been a fundamen-
tal aspect of Indian culture. Parents are positioned
at the centre of the hierarchy of many cultures’ prov-
erbs. However, instead of regular care, this respect
is now shown in many homes through ceremonial
gestures. While touching feet on festivals or sending
flowers on birthdays may be considerate, they cannot
replace ongoing participation and presence. Parents
who once waited up for their children late into the
night now wait for their calls. Ironically, in the time
of instant communication, developing a deep con-
nection has become harder. Video calls and messages
exist, but often feel rushed or perfunctory.

Meaningful care today requires conscious effort. In
the past, care happened organically because families
lived together. Now, it has to be on purpose. Ten min-
utes of focused conversation, without the distraction
of sereens, can be better than hours spent together
without talking. One of the defining challenges in pa-
rental care is the reversal of roles. Children become
caregivers, guiding decisions about health, finances,
and sometimes living arrangements. This transition,
while necessary, if handled with sensitivity, can pre-
serve the dignity and independence of parents. Col-
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By Vijay Garg

laborative decision-making, though perhaps difficult
at times, helps. Instead of dictating choices, framing
them as shared discussions ensures that parents re-
main active participants in their own lives. The lan-
guage of care matters: “Shall we go to this doctor?”
communicates respect more than “You must see this
doctor.”

Not all children can live close to their parents, but
distance need not mean detachment. Caring from
afar requires a blend of emotional and practical sup-
port. Regular, meaningful communication matters
— asking about their day, discussing their hobbies,
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and their memories. Health coordination is impor-
tant, with digital records of medical reports and ar-
rangements for reliable local support in emergencies.
Small adjustments like good lighting, grab rails, and
non-slip flooring can make homes safer. Shared ac-
tivities — reading the same book, watching a pro-
gramme together over a call, or exchanging recipes
— create moments that keep bonds alive.

Isolation deepens the challenges of ageing, and
social interaction is vital for mental and emotional
health. Encouraging parents to attend community
events, join interest-based groups, or stay connect-

ed with friends can help. For those comfortable with
technology, online forums and hobby classes open
new avenues for engagement. The benefits are two-

fold: active minds remain sharper, and a stronger so-
cial network reduces dependency on family for every
need, easing emotional strain on both sides. In small-
er towns and rural areas, elders are more likely to live
close to the family, but face other difficulties — lim-
ited healthcare access, physical labour demands, and
fewer recreational opportunities. In cities worldwide,
they may have better facilities but suffer from emo-
tional isolation. Bridging this gap requires both poli-
cy attention and family commitment. In some coun-
tries, legal frameworks exist to protect the rights and
well-being of senior citizens, but laws alone cannot
replace the warmth of human connection.

The care given to ageing parents is not just a per-
sonal responsibility; it is a social investment. When
elders feel valued, they remain active contributors to
their families and communities. Their stories, skills,
and wisdom enrich the younger generation, ground-
ing them in values that outlast material inheritance.
Moreover, chil learn by example. The way adults
treat their parents sets the template for how they
themselves may be treated in later years.

India's rapid modernisation need not come at the
cost of its traditions of familial closeness. Caring for
parents does not mean clinging to outdated strue-
tures; it means adapting timeless values to contem-
porary realities. Flexible work arrangements, inter-
generational living spaces, and community support
systems can all play a role. The goal is not to recreate
the past, but to ensure that in the race forward, soci-
ety does not abandon the very people who made that
Jjourney possible.

Elders are not simply dependents; they are living
histories. Their presence is a reminder of resilience,
sacrifice, and unconditional love. Parental care is not
repayment of a debt, for no repayment can equal a
lifetime of nurturing. It is an honouring of roots in
the final chapters of their lives. The call is simple:
visit more often, listen more deeply, involve them in
decisions, and make them feel heard and seen.

A culture is measured not by its tallest buildings or
fastest technologies, but by how it treats those who
have walked the path before. In the words of an old
proverb, “When an old person dies, a library burns
to the ground.” Societies must ensure their libraries
remain intact — not gathering dust and solitude, but
being read, valued, and celebrated until the very last
page.
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PM Modi launches Rs 1.22 Lakh crore
projects in Raj and flags off three trains

B PM Modi virtually flagged off two new Vande Bharat Express trains — Bikaner—Delhi Cantt. and Jodhpur-Delhi Cantt.
and one Amrit Bharat express train between Udaipur City to Chandigarh Express from Banswara, Rajasthan.

p

Abhishek Byahut
Banswara/Jodhpur
n order to strengthen
rail connectivity and
boost tourism in Ra-
jsthan, Haryana and
Delhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day virtually flagged off
two new Vande Bharat Ex-
press trains — one from
Bikaner to Delhi Cantt. and
another from Jodhpur to
Delhi Cantt, along with an
Amrit Bharat Express train
between Udaipur City and
Chandigarh from a rally in
Banswara, Rajasthan.
Rajasthan had a historic
day also as PM Modi also
inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone of signif-
icant development work,
including nuclear power
project, worth Rs 1.22 lakh
crore, aimed at enhancing
infrastructure push in Ra-
jasthan
Ashwini  Vaishnaw,
Union Minister of Railways
and BJP MP from Jodhpur
Union Culture Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
joined the event from Jodh-
pur railway station.
Speaking to a publicral-
ly, the Prime Minister said
the nation is progressing at
the rate of electricity. The
Prime Minister remem-

Vijayvargiya accuses
Rahul Gandhi of being
influenced by

‘foreign culture’

Shajapur (MP;
Madhya Pradesh minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya on
Thursday accused Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi of being in-
fluenced by “foreign cul-
ture”, a charge rejected by
the Congress.

He was addressing an
event in Shajapur on the
birth anniversary of BJP

ideologue  Deendayal
Upadhyaya.
Hesaid Rahul Gandhi is

influenced by “foreign cul-
ture” and behaves accord-
ingly. “India has its own
culture, and the nation will

progress through it,” he
added.
“Today’s opposition

leader kisses his sister in
public. This is the impact of
foreign culture, while in
our tradition, people do
not even drink water at
their sister's home,” he said.

The BJP leader said two
ideologies are at work in the
country. One is to keep the
nation secure, and another
againstits culture, he said.

Vijayvargiya described
Deendayal Upadhyaya's life
as a symbol of simplicity,
sacrifice and national com-
mitment.

“The message of service,
dedication and placing the
nation above everything
else that he gave repre-
sents the soul of India and
will continue to guide us,”
he said.

Bornin 1916 in Mathura,
Upadhyaya was a senior
RSS functionary and one of
the founders of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, the
forerunner of the BJP.

Earlier, Vijayvargiya
performed ‘bhoomi pujan’
and laid the foundation
stone for road and
drainage works worth
about Rs 2.74 crore in
Shajapur and inaugurated
other development proj-
ects.

He said the BJP gov-
ernment has been tire-
lessly working to improve
basic amenities for the
common people.

“Under our double-en-
gine government (same
party at the Centre and in
the state), the chariot of
development is moving
ahead at a steady pace.
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bered howin the pasi elc(-
tricity was expensive and
limited, but now it is reach-
ing every household and
village. Biting at the oppo-
sition, he said attempts
have always been made to
hinder the speed of growth,
but the central government
has been working persist-
ently to give strength to
the poor and rural com-
munities. He also request-
ed people to embrace in-
digenous products, saying
they were the real power of
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

The introduction of the

a5 1

two new Vande Bhural E‘(-
press trains has brought a
wave of joy among people
in Rajasthan and other
neighbouring states.

The Jodhpur-Delhi
Cantt. train will leave at
5:25 in the morning and ar-
rive at Delhi Cantt. at 1:30
in the afternoon, while the
return journey begins at
3:10 in the afternoon and
ends in Jodhpur at 11:20 at
night. Its primary halts are
Merta Road, Degana,
Makrana, Phulera, Jaipur,
Alwar, Rewari and Guru-
gram, with an overall trav-

g ¢
el time of eight hours and
ten minutes. They can ac-
commodate over 500 pas-
sengers and provide a new,
comfortable and faster
journey experience.
Meanwhile, the train
from Bikaner—Delhi Cantt.
will leave from Bikaner at
5:40 in the morning and ar-
rive at Delhi Cantt. by 11:55
before returning in the
evening to reach Bikaner at
11:05 at night. It will stop at
Ratanagarh, Churu,
Sadulpur, Loharu, Mahen-
dragarh, Rewari and Gu-
rugram, taking the entire

For greater transparency: EC streamlines
counting process of postal ballots

New Delhi

In a bid to prevent the
possibility of any manip-
ulation, the Election Com-
mission has streamlined
the process of counting of
postal ballots in Lok Sab-
ha and assembly polls.

The new practice will
be first implemented in
Bihar where assembly
polls are due in Novem-
ber.

Till now, on the day of
counting, postal ballot
counting starts at 8 am
and EVM counting at 8:30
am. According to the ear-
lier instructions, EVM
counting could theoreti-
cally go on irrespective of
the stage of postal ballot
counting and chances of it
getting completed before
the completion of postal
ballot counting cannot be
ruled out.

Although, counting of
postal ballots generally
gets completed before the
counting of EVMs, to en-
sure uniformity and ut-
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most clarity in the count-
ing process, the Election
Commission has now de-
cided that the penultimate
(second last) round of
EVM counting will be tak-
en up only after the count-
ing of postal ballots is
completed at the counting
centre where postal ballot
counting is being done.
The Commission also
directed that in cases
where there are a large
number of postal ballots,
the returning officers are
to ensure that sufficient
number of tables and

counting staff are in place
so that there is no delay
and the counting process
is further streamlined.

Counting of postal bal-
lots have come under
question on multiple oc-
casions when the winning
margins are slender.

In view of the recent
initiatives taken by the
Commission for home vot-
ing for persons with dis-
abilities and senior citi-
zens above 85 years, the
number of postal ballots
has increased substan-
tially.

trip of six hours and twen-
ty minutes.

The Vande Bharat train
has modern features like
Wi-Fi, charging points,
comfy seats, bio-toilets,
and a pantry car. It uses a
suspended traction motor
for a smooth ride, armor
technology to prevent col-
lisions, and intelligent
braking that saves 30%
electricity.

Tourists visiting Bi
er's attractions like Bhi
Junagarh Fort, and Cdme]
Safari will benefit from new
train services. Likewise,

travelers in Jodhpur visit-
ing Mehrangarh Fort,
Umed Palace and the Blue
City will enjoy quick con-
nections to Delhi. These
trains will also assist people
linked to Sambhar's salt
industry and Makrana's
marble industry. The in-
troduction of these trains
aims to improve travel fa-
cilities and stimulate trade,
tourism, and employment,
fostering regional develop-
ment.

In addition to these rail
facilities, the Prime Minis-
ter also laid foundation
stones for various impor-
tant projects, such as the Rs
42,000 crore Mahi Ban-
swara Nuclear Power Proj-
ect comprising four reac-
tors, large-scale renewable
energy projects in Bikaner,
15.5 gigawatt transmission
lines, and major projects in
water supply, healthcare
and road infrastructure.

These projects, along
with the introduction of
new train facilities, are like-
ly to make trade, educa-
tional and tourism con-
nectivity between Delhi and
Rajasthan much better and
also boost the state to un-
precedented levels of pow-
er generation and infra-
structural development.

Vivek Gupta takes
charge as INS
President for 2025-26

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
The 86th Annual General
Meeting of the Indian News-
paper Society (INS), the apex
body representing publish-
ers of newspapers, maga-
zines and periodicals in the
country, was held today
through video conferencing
and other audio-visual
means.

At the meeting, Mr. Vivek
Gupta of Sanmarg was elect-
ed asthe President of the So-
ciety for the year 2025-26.
He succeeds Mr. M. V.
Shreyams Kumar of Math-
rubhumi, who served as
President during the previ-
ous term.

The new leadership team
also includes Mr. Karan Ra-
Jjendra Darda of Lokmat as
Deputy President, Mr. Tan-
may Maheshwari of Amar
Ujala as Vice President, and
Mr. Anant Nath of
Grihshobhika as Honorary
Treasurer. Ms. Mary Paul
continues as the Secretary
General of the Society.

The AGM also announced
the Executive Committee
members of the INS for the
year 2025-26, comprising
some of the most promi-
nent figures from India's
newspaper and magazme

At the meeting, Mr.
Vivek Gupta of San-
marg was elected as
the President of the
Society for the year
2025-26. He suc-
ceeds Mr. M. V.
Shreyams Kumar of
Mathrubhumi, who
served as President
during the previous
term.
——
Indian media landscape.
The Indian Newspaper
Society, established in 1939,
plays a pivotal role in safe-
guarding the interests of
print media publishers in
India. Tt works to foster
growth, uphold press free-
dom, and engage with poli-
ymakerson issues critical to
the industry. With the elec-
tion of the new oﬂice—bezu-

industry. Th

ersand

fea-
tures pubhshers andsenior  the Societyis set to continue
executives representing lead-  its efforts in add ressing chal-

ing dailies, magazines and
journals from across the
country, reflecting the di-
versity and strength of the

lenges faced by the media
sector, particularly in an era
of rapid digital transforma-
tion.

Supreme Court stays execution of
death row convict m 2013 blasts case

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday stayed the execu-
tion of an alleged Indian
Mujahideen operative who
was sentenced to death in
connection with the 2013
Dilsukhnagar blasts that left
18 dead and 131 injured.

The plea filed by convict
Asadullah Akhtar was heard
by a bench of Justices
Vikram Nath, Sandeep
Mehta and N 'V Anjaria.

"There shall be stay of
execution of the death sen-
tence of the appellant,” the
bench said.

Two powerful explosions
in Hyderabad's Dilsukhna-
gar, a crowded shopping
area, took place on the eve of
February 21, 2013.

The first blast took place
at a bus stop and another
blast was near an eatery in
Dilsukhnagar.

Akhtar, lodged in a Delhi
jail, challenged the April
verdict of the Telangana

Minister Naik inaugurates “First Data Center Summit on
Carbon-Free Energy” organized jointly by NSEFI and Amazon

New Delhi
The National Solar Energy
Federation of India (NSE-
FI), in partnership with
‘Amazon successfully hosted
the 15t Data Center Summit
on Carbon-Free Energy at
The Lalit, New Delhi. The
landmark event brought to-
gether senior policymakers,
renewable energy leaders,
and data center industry
captains to chart the course
for India’s sustainable and
carbon-neutral digital in-
frastructure.Deepak Gupta
(IAS Retd.), Hon Director
General, NSEFI mentioned
“Data centres can procure
solar power directly from
farmers’ fields orget green
attributes through decen-
tralized agrivoltaic projects.
This model creates a virtu-
ous cycle of growth—data
centres reduce their carbon
footprint, farmers become
energy entrepreneurs, and
rural India becomes a stake-
holderin the digital econo-
my. The digital industry can
lead by example, showing
how sustainability and
growth can move hand in
‘hand.Michael Punke, Vice

President, Global Public Pol-
icy, Amazon Web Services,
highlighting Amazon’s car-
bon-free data center initia-
tives and investment jour-
ney in India mentioned “As
welook to the future, we rec-
ognize new challenges, in-
cluding the increasing en-
ergy demands of technolo-
gies like generative AL
That's why we're diversity-
ing our investments across
solar, wind, nuclear, bat-
tery storage, and emerging
technologies. Our commit-
ment to achieving net-zero
carbon by 2040 remains
unwavering. I want to em-

phasize that thisis a journey
we must undertake togeth-
er. The path to sustainable
digital infrastructure re-
quires collaboration be-
tween government, indus-
try, and society. AWS is
committed to being a part-
ner in India's sustainable
digital transformation, and
we look forward to making
this vision a reality togeth-
er."Delivering the Chief
Guest Address, Minister of
State for Power and New &
Renewable Energy, Shripad
Yesso Naik, emphasized that
“Under the visionary lead-
ership of our Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi, India
has achieved 50% of its in-
stalled electricity capacity
from non-fossil  fuel
sources—five years ahead
of schedule. Our renewable
energy capacity has grown
more than four-fold in the
last decade, and we are on
track to reach 500 GW by
2030. The digital revolu-
tion and the clean energy
revolution must now con-
verge. India strongly be-
lieves that energy transition
is notonly about megawatts
and gigawatts. It is about
jobs, skills, and innovation.
Every new carbon-free data
centre builtin India will cre-
ate green jobs, boost in-
digenous manufacturing of
renewable and storage sys-
tems, and generate new
business models for digi-
tal-energy convergence. It is
about farmers supplying bio-
mass for clean energy, engi-
neers developing next-gen-
eration cooling systems, and
startups innoveting in ener-
gy management India’s vi-
sion is clear: a digital econ-
omy powered by carbon-
free energy.

High Court upholding the
death penalty tofive opera-
tives of banned terror outfit
Indian Mujahideen, inchid-
ing its co-founder Yasin
Bhatkal, in the case.

The apex court directed
the Delhi government to
place before it the report of
all probation officers relat-
ing to Akhtar within eight
weeks,

“The superintendent of
prison of the prison con-
cerned, shall submit a report
with regard to the nature of
work which has been per-
formed by the appellant

while in jail and a report
with regard to the conduct
and behaviour of the ap-
pellant while in jail, within
a pErmd of eight weeks,"

The bench directed the
jail official to get Akhtar's
psychological evaluation
done from a government
hospital and posted the ap-
peal after 12 weeks.

‘The high court verdict ob-
served that the witness tes-
timonies had been proper-
Iy examined by the trial
court, which "recorded
sound and tenable reasons"

toaward the punishment to
the convicts.

"Life imprisonment
would be completely futile
since the sentencing aim of
reformation is completely
unachievable. Having given
due consideration to all the
aggravating and mitigating
circumstances, we are of
the firm view that thisis a fit
case wherein the death
‘penalty awarded by the ses-
sions court needs to be con-
firmed," it said.

On December 13, 2016,
the NIA court convicted the
five accused — Mohd Ahmed
Sidibapa alias Yasin Bhatkal,
Pakistani national Zia-ur-
Rahman alias Waqas,
‘Asadullah Akhtar alias Had-
di, Tahaseen Akhtar alias
Monu and Ajaz Shaikh.

Two separate FIRs were
registered at different police
stations at that time. On
March 14, 2013, the NIA
took over the investigation
into both cases.

Opposition slams BJP over
Ladakh statehood promise

New Delhi

The opposition parties on
Thursday blamed the BJP
for the recent violence in
Ladakh, alleging that the
ruling party's “breach of
promise” on statehood and
restoration of power to the
region triggered people's
anger, as they asked the
Centre to engage in “mean-
ingful dialogues™ with the
protesters.

A day after clashes be-
tween security personnel
and protesters demanding
statehood and constitution-
al protection left four people
dead and more than 8o in-
jured in Ladakh, an uneasy
calm prevailed in the re-
gion on Thursday as police
and paramilitary troops
strictly enforeed a curfew
in Leh.

The Congress trained its
guns on the ruling BJP, al-
leging that the erisis in
Ladakh was the govern-
ment's own creation, and
calling the demand for in-
clusion of Ladakh underthe

Sl‘(ﬂ] Schedule Df Lhe Con-
stitution for its dignity and
for the protection of its iden-
tity “legitimate” and “just”.
Terming the loss of pre-
ciouslives in Ladakh tragic,
Congress' media and pub-
licity department head
Pawan Khera said in a post
on X, “It's a grim reminder
of the government's failed
promises. In 2019, from the
floor of Parliament, the na-
tion was assured that the hu-
miliation being inflicted on
the people of the erstwhile
state of Jammu and Kash-
mir then would usher in
peace. Six years later, the
trouble has only deepened.
"This ecrisis is the BJP

government's own creation
- one it now seeks to un-
fairly ignore," he said.

Ladakh's demand for in-
clusion under the Sixth
Schedule for dignity and for
the protection of its identi-
ty is both legitimate and
just, Khera said.

It deserves not neglect,
but compassion and states-
manship, the Congress
leader said.

Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav too
blamed the BJP for the vio-
lent protests in Ladakh, al-
leging that the ruling party's
"breach of promise” to
Ladakhis triggered angry
protests.




Farmer

protestmg
against illegal
mining crushed
to death by
tractor in Pilibhit
Pilibhit (UP)
A farmer was killed af-
ter being run over by a
tractor, allegedly driven
by illegal mining oper-
atives, while trying to
stop them from excavat-
ing soil from his farm in
Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit
district, police said on
Thursday.

The incident occurred
on Wednesday night in
Ashoknagar village un-
der Hazara police sta-
tion limits near the Ne-
pal border, they said.

According to the po-
lice, a group of villagers,
including  60-year-old
Indrajit Su)gh confront-
ed a mining mafia team
who were chggmg out
soil with tractor-trolleys.

When the villagers
blocked the path, the
driver allegedly hurled
abuses and threatened
to kill them before ram-
ming the tractor into the
protestors.

Singh was crushed
under the wheels, while
three others -- Kamal
Singh, Durgesh Singh,
and Ganesh -- sustained
injuries. He was rushed
to the hospital, where
doctors declared hi
dead. The assailants
fled the spot, leaving the
tractor-trolley  behind,
police stated.

The tractor has been
seized. and efforts are
underway to identify its
driver, Station House
Officer (SHO) Hazara
police, Sharad Kumar
said.

The deceased’s son,
Pritam Singh, lodged a
complaint naming six
persons, including Alam
Ali, his three brothers,
Hemant Maheshwari,
and Arvind Yadav, be-
sides six unidentified
men, Additional Su-
perintendent of Police
(ASP) Vikramm Dahiya
said.

A case of murder and
other serious charges
has been registered, he
added.

PNB branch
manager
associate held for
Rs 12 crore fraud

in Balrampur
_Balrampur (UP)

A branch manager of
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) and another indi-
vidual have been arrest-
ed on Thursday for alleg-
edly embezzling over Rs
12 crore by opening fake
loan acecounts, officials
said.

Superintendent of Po-
lice Vikas Kumar said a
complaint was lodged
by the Chief General
Manager of PNB's Ayo-
dhya circle office, alleg-
ing that Mahesh Trip-
athi, the then branch
manager of the Nehar
Balaganj branch of the
bank, along with eight
colleagues, opened mul-
tiple fake loan accounts
and prepared forged and
fabricated documents to
fraudulently siphon off
crores of rupees.

During the investi-
gation, the allegations
were found to be true,
and an FIR was regis-
tered on August 15, he
added.

"It was established
that by creating around
46 fake loan accounts,
a total of Rs 8.09 crore
‘was embezzled, while Rs
3.93 crore was misap-
propriated through 40
Mudra loan accounts,”
Kumar said.

During the probe, the
role of PSP Construction
Company, owned by one
of the accused, Samar-
jeet Singh, also came un-
der scrutiny, the officer
stated.

Adut Contact:
9818-799941
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UPITS 2025 poised to transform
Antyodaya into Rashtrodaya: CM Yogi

Greater Noida
Lucknow

e third edition of
the Uttar Pradesh
International

Trade Show (UPITS
2025) opened on a high
note, with Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath empha-
sizing the state’s vision
of transforming Pandit
Deendayal Upidhvaw s
concept of Antyodaya
into Rashtrodaya.
Speaking at the inaugu-
ral ceremony, held on
Upadhyaya's birth anni-
versary, CM Yogi high-
lighted the exhibition as
a platform to advance
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's vision of an
Atmanirbhar Bharat
through the swadeshi
model of “Make in India,
Make for the World.”

‘Welcoming Prime
Minister Modi onhis first
visit to Uttar Pradesh
following the implemen-
tation of next-genera-
tion GST reforms, CM
Yogi described the trade
show as more than a
marketplace. He called
it a vehicle to empower
the poor, farmers, wom-
en, youth, and small
businesses,  providing
renewed energy to mar-
kets across the state. “In
the past four days, con-
sumers have returned
to the market, bringing
vitality to every section
of society, from labour-
ers to entrepreneurs,”
he said, highlighting the
positive impact of the
GST reforms. The Chief
Minister noted that the
previous four GST tax
slabs introduced in 2017
have now been reduced
to two, which will bol-
ster economic growth
and simplify trade.

The event has drawn
significant international
attention, with over 550

buyers from 80 coun-
tries and 2,250 exhib-
itors from 75 districts
participating. Russia
was welcomed as the
partner country, along-
side more than 532 for-
eign buyers, as CM Yogi
stressed that UPITS will
play a key role in posi-
tioning Uttar Pradesh as
a global investment des-
tination.

In a symbolic gesture,
the CM presented a
statue of Goddess Dur-
ga crafted by Firozabad

Youths demand CBI
probe as CM claims
recruitment plans targeted

Dehradun
The Uttarakhand Ber-

ozgar Sangh, protesting
against the alleged leak
of three pages of a grad-
uate-level examina-
tion's question paper,
on Thursday demanded
that the Central Bureau
of Imestlgﬂtmn (CBI)
investigate the * megu-

Responding to the de-
mand for a CBI probe
into the paper leak
case, Dhami said it is
a ploy to complicate
and divert the recruit-
ment process in the
state.

larities in the
tion™.

Amid the uproar
caused by the leaking of
three pages of the ques-
tion paper during the
competitive examina-
tion for various depart-
ments on September
21, a delegation led by
union president Ram
Kandwal met Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami, but it yielded
no results.

Responding to the
demand for a CBI probe
into the paper leak case,
Dhami said it is a ploy
to complicate and divert
the recruitment process
in the state. He said the
recruitment process in
the state will continue
uninterrupted and all
the vacant posts will be
filled.

Al lérge number of stu-

dents, under the banner
of the Uttarakhand Ber-
ozgar Sangh, have put
up tents on the road out-
side the Parade Ground
here and are sitting on
an indefinite strike.

The union has also
demanded the imme-
diate resignation of the
Uttarakhand ~ Subordi-
nate Services Selection
Commission (UKSSSC)
chairman, cancellation
of the examination and
amendments to the con-
stable recruitment rules
from the state govern-
ment.

The union’s state vice
president, Suresh Sin-
gh, said, “We will not
end our protest until
the state government
accepts all our de-
mands.”

artisans to the Prime
Minister, celebrating
the state's rich heritage
of ecraftsmanship. He
also praised the gov-
ernment’s initiatives
for artisans, such as the
Vishwakarma  Shram
Samman Yojana, which
has trained over four
lakh artisans and aligns
with the One District,
One Product (ODOP)
scheme, strengthen-
ing the “Vocal for Lo-
cal”  movement. Ut-
tar Pradesh, with 77

Gl-tagged products and
75 more in the appli-
cation process, is fast
emerging as the coun-
try’s leading GI capital,
reflecting the state’s
commitment to preserv-
ing its cultural legacy.
CM Yogi highlighted
the state’s industrial and
entrepreneurial growth,
noting that the CM
Yuva Udyami Scheme,
launched in January
2025, has already bene-
fited more than 00,000
youths. He also refer-

enced the success of
the UP Global Investors
Summit in 2023, where
proposals worth Rs 40
lakh crore were received,
and projects worth over
Rs 12 lakh crore have
already commenced
production.  Prepara-
tions are underway for
a groundbreaking cer-
emony worth Rs 5 lakh
crore this November.

The Chief Minis-
ter underscored Uttar
Pradesh’s push in the
MSME sector, which
now employs over two
crore youths, making it
the state’s second-larg-
est employment hub
after agriculture. Pri-
vate industrial park
schemes, including 11
pledge parks, have fur-
ther expanded employ-
ment and investment
opportunities. On the
150th Dbirth anniver-
sary of Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel, CM Yogi
announced a plan to de-
velop 100-acre indus-
trial and employment
zones in every district,
offering comprehensive
support for skill devel-
opment, entrepreneur-
ship, and self-employ-
ment.

Uttar Pradesh’s emer-
gence as a global hub
for IT, semiconductors,
and electronics manu-
facturing was another
highlight. The state con-
tributes 55% of India’s
mobile phone output
and over 50% of mobile
compenent production.
CM Yogi emphasized the
importance of reducing
foreign dependence,
harnessing indigenous
resources, and fostering
collaborafion  between
industry, academia,
R&D centers, and soci-
ety to achieve self-reli-
ance.

GST 2.0 brings historic
relief, Agra residents
welcome tax cuts

| 5

Akash Jain
Agra

In a landmark move

under the leadership of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the central
government has rolled
out GST 2.0, introduc-
ing wide-ranging reduc-
tions in tax rates. The
initiative is expected to
provide direct financial
relief to millions of citi-
zens across the country,
particularly ~ benefiting
middle-class  families
and everyday consum-

ers.

Under the new GST
framework, essential
services and commod-
ities, including health
services, vehicles, ration
items, and daily consum-
er goods, have become
more affordable. Ana-
lvats say this step will

ment's commitment to
welfare-driven policies.

Speaking at the event,
MP Chahar highlighted
that GST 2.0 represents
more than just tax relief.
“This initiative reinfore-
es the spirit of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas, Sabka
Prayas.” Our goal is to
ensure that every citi-
zen is integrated into the
mainstream of devel-
opment without facing
financial hardship,” he
said.

The initiative received
widespread support
from local leaders, in-
cluding former MLA
Mahesh  Goyal and
members of the Ajit Na-
gar Market Committee.
They described the GST
reforms as historic and
visionary, pledging to

the purchasing
power of the public and
bolster the nation's eco-
nomic growth.

In Agra, MP Rajku-
mar Chahar led a public
outreach drive at Ajit
Nagar Market, interact-
ing directly with shop-
keepers and customers
alongside BJP workers.
He provided detailed
explanations about the
GST rate reductions and
emphasized the govern-

Bulandshahr Honors Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay on Birth Anniversary

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshahr

The birth anniversa-
1y of Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay was com-
memorated with gran-
deur on Thursday at
Nilkunj Hall in Buland-
shahr. The event drew a
distinguished gathering
of political leaders, sen-
ior party workers, and
local dignitaries, all pay-
ing tribute to the vision-
ary thinker and leader.
Dharma Pal Singh, the
General Secretary of BJP
Uttar Pradesh Organiza-
tion, graced the occasion
as the chief guest.

The program was pre-
sided over by District
President Vikas Chau-
han, while the proceed-
ings were conducted
by Deepak Rishi. In a
ceremony highlighting
the party’s respect for
its long-standing mem-
bers, senior BJP vet-
eran workers from the
district—some of whom
have been associated
with the party since the
Jan Sangh days—were
felicitated with shawls
by Regional President
Satyendra Sisodia.

As part of the ongo-

ing “Seva Pakhwada”
campaign, winners of
the district-wide *“Vik-
sit Bharat” (Developed
India) art competition
were also honored with
mementos, celebrating
the talent and creativi-
ty of young participants
and wishing them a
bright future.
Addressing the au-
dience, Chief Guest
Dharma Pal Singh de-
scribed Pandit Deenday-
al Upadhyay's life as a
source of inspiration. He
highlighted  Upadhyay’s
pioneering concept of In-

Cambodian officials explore India’s governance

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshahr

A delegation of admin-

istrative officers from
Cambodia arrived in Bu-
landshahr on Thursday
to participate in an in-
depth training program
focused on India's ad-
ministrative system and
development  policies.
The special workshop,
held at the auditorium
of DPS School, offered
the visiting officials a
comprehenslve view
of India's governance
mechanisms and devel-
opmental initiatives.
The delegation was
briefed by District Mag-

istrate Shruti and Chief
Development Officer
Nisha Grewal on district
administration and lo-
cal development work.
DM Shruti elaborated
on key systems such as
Janata Darshan, Sama-
dhan Diwas, and the on-
line grievance redressal
platform. She also high-
lighted the procedures
for implementing cen-
tral and state govern-
ment schemes to ensure
that benefits reach the
intended recipients effi-
ciently.

Chief  Development
Officer Nisha Grewal
provided a detailed pres-

entation on the activi-
ties of the development
department, covering a

wide range of govern-
ment programs. Discus-
sions explored the de-

tegral Humanism, noting
that it transformed poli-
ties from a mere pursuit
of power into a tool for
reaching the most mar-
ginalized sections of so-
ciety. Singh emphasized
that the BJP, guided by
Upadhyay's  principles,
continues to focus on ser-

vice, good governance,
and the welfare of the

poor.
Regional

President
Satyendra Sisodia un-
derscored Upadhyay's
unwavering commit-

ment to organizational
strength and ideologi-

livery and management
of schemes including
pensions, health servic-
es, ) GA, self-help
groups, the Chief Min-
ister’s Mass Marriage
Scheme, and initiatives
in the agriculture and
education sectors.

In addition to admin-
istrative insights, the
workshop offered the
Cambodian officials a
glimpse into Buland-
shahr's  cultural and
economic  landscape.
Presentations highlight-
ed the district’s histori-
cal heritage, innovative
practices, the renowned
Khurja pottery industry,

cal clarity, urging party
members to follow his
example to bring about
positive social change.
District President Vikas
Chauhan added that
the day’s gathering re-
inforced a collective
resolve to internalize
Upadhyay’s vision and
ensure that the party’s
policies and initiatives
benefit every section of
society.

The celebration was
attended by an array of
prominent leaders, in-
cluding Rajya Sabha MP
and BJP National Minis-
ter Surendra Nagar, Noi-
da MP and former Un-
ion Minister Dr. Mahesh
Sharma, District In-
charge and State Minis-
ter Basant Tyagi, District
Panchayat President
Atul Tevatia, and MLAs

Pradeep Chaudhary,
Devendra Lodhi,
Sharma, Chandrapal

Singh, Laxmi Raj Singh,
and Meenakshi Singh,
among others. The event
reflected both reverence
for Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyay’s legacy and
a renewed commitment
to his ideals within the
district.

model in Bulandshahr

and key industrial areas.
Aspart of the experience,
guests were present-
ed with Khurja pottery
products, promoting the
One District-One Prod-
uct initiative.

The program was at-
tended by a number of
senior officials includ-
ing ADM (E) Pramod
Kumar Pandey, CMO
Dr. Sunil Dohre, SP City
Shankar Prasad, and
trainee TAS officer Sud-
hanshu, among others,
marking a significant
step in fostering interna-
tional cooperation and
exchange of administra-
tive expertise.

raise about
the scheme so that the
benefits reach every sec-
tion of the public.

With GST 2.0 now
in effect, residents and
businesses across Agra
are expected to expe-
rience tangible relief,
marking a signifieant
step in the govern-
ment’s efforts to create
a more inclusive and
economically empow-
ered society.

5 booked for
incurring
losses worth
Rs 11.84 crore
to state elec-
tricity board

Shimla

Three retired engineers
of the Himachal Pradesh
State Electricity Board
Limited (HPSEBL) and
two directors of a com-
pany have been booked
for providing undue ben-
efits to a private compa-
ny, causing the board
losses worth around Rs
11.84 crore, police said
on Thursday.

The accused have been
identified as Senior En-
gineer Rajesh Thakur;
former chief engineer
(operations), Anup
Dhiman; former super-
intending engineer (op-
erations), Y R Sharma;
former chief engineer
(commercial), and Di-
rectors of Gilvert Ispat
Pvt Ltd, Abhin Moudgil
and Umesh Modgial.

Based on a complaint
filed by the Chairman of
HPSEBL, Sanjay Gupta,
in March 2025, an
was registered against
the accused at Shimla’s
State Vigilance and An-
ti-Corruption Bureau's
Police Station.

In the complaint,
Gupta alleged that re-
connections of electrie-
ity to Gilvert Ispat Pvt
Ltd, a company based in
Solan’s Barotiwala, were
approved by the CMD
without payment of out-
standing dues, and the
entire process was done
in haste twice in one day
(October 6, 2012).
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World requires global workforce can’t
escape this reality: EAM Jaishankar

Israeli PM
Netanyahu
from entering
EU country Nive Yorks

xte
e | It s
;:igmhmmmgla‘xh :?;lldtoday's d;?lg:j

Netanyahu from  enter-
ing the Ruropsan Union
o underseare s

country r
dafence of mtemational
law:

The dedsion was lirked
10 an arrest warrant issusd
oy the Intermational Crim-
nalt.,::tutq,mstmelhn
prme minister, Farsigm
mexdl’ﬁml Neva Gra-
sic sad, apcordmg to the
eifficial STAnews agency.
The EU nation
rallicn people, which ree-
a Paleshinum

gtats

last Arlm.bamamal
mtlouf'tm-ach actions in
ard Thimsday's move

JQ,amﬁ ﬂl;mwm
Apparn o
underscare the country's

cort, mduding Sloveria,
st nodt we the
sitmation  resultmg from
Irael’s dllépal presenes
the corupied Palestinian

taitory, and muost not
effer any support i mam-
mhsihmm she

The Slowmian govem-
ment said en X that the
decision sends “a clear
message to the ohate of Ts-
racl that Slovenia sxpects
oonastent pespect for the
decisions of imtemational
courts and  imtemational
Imrrantarn law.”

B USINESS

workforee, stressmyg that
naticns  cannot  escape
the reality that demands
lobal workfores
cannot be mat in many
countries dua to nation-
deme ies.
Hhsremarks come amid
trade and tanff challang-
es, a5 well as Pr
Donald Trump’s hardline
stante on Erirmagration,
including a new USD
100,000 fee cn H-1B vi-
sag that largely affects
Bt soesihote
m £ Aoty
of beneficianies of these
et o
S5
‘At the Heart (i Dravel-
ment: Aid, Trade, and
;P echnology” hosted by
Observer Research
Pouudmnn (ORF] on the
margns of the UN Gan-
eral Assambly session an
Wednesday, Jashankar
called for the creation of a
rriore acceptable, contem-
cient model of
a §,lhbdl werkdoros, which

Wirtld tairires globalwiehdren can'tescape this reality: BAM [sishonkar

rem\hmbebcauadma
dmhi\lmad.gj

and Jocated may be a
matter of a political de-
bate, But there’s no get-
tng away. If you look at
demand and you lock at
dergraphics, damands

cannot be met in pany
countnes purely out of
Eaainl;l demographics,”

"This is a reality. You
cannot run wway from
this p=ality. Sohow dowe
ereate a mors acceptable,

feree, which 15 then bcat-

edina F]:is(ribli@d. oba]

g i vy

a yery que:ihou
|§e mmhmal

emmrf?has o

be said.

"We will see. 2 part of
this re-engimeersd world,
new, more diffarant trade
arrangements  between
commitriss, avumirizs

"Whera that glob-
il workforce is to be
housed and located
may be o matter of &

whichwill maks derisions
which they may not have
made in other cireum-
stanees, countries which
today will feel the desire,
sonetimes even the com-
pulsion, to have new part-
ners and mew regions”
Jaishankar said.

Eor all the mmponder-
ables and uncertainties,
eventually trade doesfind
a way, he said,
that it is “easier 1o trade

physical and
digital reasems, as there
are hetter roads, shipping
and ruch smoother trade
interfaces i ever n
burran existence,

"Sofor all the chstaclss
and oorrplications that
may arise, [ also thmk
they will be countersd in
smme ways or initigated
in serne ways by what will
happen m the great do-
man,” he said.

Al

Palestinian president
Hamas will have no role in
governing postwar Gaza

United Nations:

The Palestiman pres-
ident, spealang over
vidag after the Unit-
ed States revoked his
wisa, told world leaders
Dmrsday that his pec-
Fl the 20u;
- armias attar:ic on Iarael
and pledged that the
militant group  would
ve no role in govern-
ing Gaza after war ends
must hand over its

Mahmaud Abbas tald

the UN General Assem-
bly that Palestinians in
Gaza "have been fasing
a war of genodde, de-
struction, starvabion and
d.ls &).menl’ hv Tara-

Bnmjanun N‘»tmyahn
heads to New York to
give his own address in
person on IPnd

ite laying out in
e Bt
death and destruchion
in Gaza, Abbps said
Palestimian authorities
“rggect” the actiom Ha-
mas carmned sut on Oc-
tober 7 and that it does
not represent their peo-
ple. He also laad cut his
vision for what govem-

ment would look like n
tarritories once the war
15 gver, saying that the
Palestinian  Authority
is “ready to bear full re-
sponsibility for govem-
ance and security. He
addad that *Harmas will
bave no role to play in
ﬁm'em:mca. and wall
ave to hand gver their
weapons to the Pales-
tinian authorities.
“Thers can be no jus-
tice if Palesting is not
freed,” Abbas said
In a short bat resolute
‘sgaech. Abbas thanked
world leaders who
have stood up for Pales-
tmians throughout the
Gaga war, saymng that
the recent retognition
of Palestinian statzhood
has presented his people
with hope for peace and
an and to the comflict.
He welcomed the recent
announcemants  from
Erance, the UK and Can-
ada to recosmes
as an msler:endam state
and called for the re-
mains few dozen coun-
tries 1o do the same.
&guh he added, that
symbalic recogmition is
net encugh to address
the present moment.

Chinese military says third aircraft carrier ‘Fujian’ will be launched soon

China's

i, o, VD
has been sun
conducting  tests and
training, in accordance
with the plan, will be
commissioned soor, the

ilitary said en

Thursday.

“[tis notfar off,” Zh.mg
Klacrang, the

fence Minstry, told a
media brefing here,

He said that cam-
er-based airoraft J-15T,
J-45 and Kemgling-6oo
have ocompleted  cata-

take -off
landing

pult-assisted
and  arrested

trang. aboard the Pu-

The sueesss of the
training dermns!ntag
that Puyian has
electramay el:t cata-
pu.ltlaumgn andrscovery
capabilities, paving the
way for multipls typas
of carrier-based airerait

to be integrated into the
SATiEr tion, and
marking milestome

in the liwelq)ma:t of

China's airoraft carmers,

Zhang sard.
Pu]lzm China's third

aircraft  carrier  with
hull number 18, was
lannzhed m June 2022
and named after Buji-
an Province, Unlike the
skijump decks of Chi-
na’s first two camiers
-- the Liaoning and the
Shandomg,
features a l'la't ﬂlg,hliieck

with a full -load displace-
ment exceeding Bo,000
temmes,

Pujian 15 stated to be
the most advanced air-

craft carrier possess-
an aectromagmetic
:Ecra.ﬁ launch sglsfm
(EMALS) used by the
American aireraft carner
TUss h&zralpr{ R. Ford.
China plans =
ationalise  Pujian aﬁ
year as it has complated
nearly thres years of sea
tnals, setting the stage
for the Chiness navy for
the first time to operate
three carmier sroups.
The recent tmal de-

ployments of Fujian in
the Taiwan Strat and
the disputed Scuth Chi-
na Sea raised concerns
about China flexing its
naval muscle to enfores
its termtarial claims.

China clams Taiwan
as part of its mainland.
It also clams most of
the South China Sea
The Philippines, Vist-
nar, Malaysia, Brunei
and Tauwan have coun-
terclaims,

KK Kapila receives
prestlglous Prangey Award

Naw Dalhi:
man of Intercontinental
Consultants and Tech-
noerats (ICT) and Pres-
ident Emeritus of the
International Road Fed-
eration (IRF), has been
erred the preshigions
Lm:us Pri Awad by
the ntematuonial Fader,
ation of Consulting En-
gm_nn;m (FIDICY. 4
award, rezards:
as the highest recogni-
tion by FIDIC—the Ge-
neva-based global apsx
bady of the consulbn,

pre g
ﬂx,e PIDIC Global [nfra-
structure  Conference

held from Sffr
tember 21 © 23 at
Cape Town Intemation-
al Comention Centre in
South Africa,
Instituted I honor
of Louis Prangey, FID-

Ty &

ICs fuundmg president,
the award celshratss
individuals who have
rendered  outstanding
service to the global con-
sultmg Engingering pro-
fesgon. M its 113-year
history, enly 20 individ-
uals have recewed this
distinction. Mr. Kapila
is the first Asian (o be
honered with this ulti-
mate resognition.
Wadely rzspacted as
an aminent consulting
engineer, Mr. Eapila's
contributions te infra-
structure development
and consulting  engi-
neenng have besn rec-
globally. FIDIC
zwar-is are oonsiderad
among the most pres-
tigious  mternaticnal
bonors, celebrating ex-
callence in infrastrue-
ture, comsulting, and
the use of F[ch can-
tracts worldwide.

FICCI hosts Bharat R&D Summit 2025, urges
stronger mdustry—academla collaboranon

Industry (FICCH hast-
&d the inangural Bharat
R&D Suranit 202,
Pederation House, §lew
Delhi, under the thame
“Inovating  Together:
Industry—Academia Cal-
laba-anm T‘he sumit
brought together pal-
rs,  sciantists,
mw leaders to
deliberate on  India’s

strengthen partnerships
between academia and
industry.

Prof. Ajay K _Sood,
Principal Scientific Ad-
wviser to the Government
af India, highlighted that
India’s Gross Eé%md
fture em R&D [GERD)
stands at 0.7% of GDP,
with less than 40% con-
tributed by industry.

“India must move be-
yond incremental work.
Industry has to invest
boldly " m  desp-tech
and produst-drven
research i semicon-
dustors, clean energy,
bictechnalogy, and AL
be said, citing imtia-
tives like the National
Research  Houndation
and the ¥1 lakh crore
deep-tech oarpus as key

|.

enablers for mmpastiul
armearships.

2 Dr. Mlﬂf\arhandran.
Secrstary, Ministry of
Barth Séiences, Govem-
ment of India stressed
the importance of break-
ing silos across academ-
ia, industry, and gov.
ernmant to mu:l Vision
2047 gmals of sustan-
able growth and glabal
leadership.

_“India’s ceeans hold

erizs and deep-sea re-
souress to ocean-basad
rengwable energy. In-
dustry  must actively
engage alongaide  ini-

APOA, CPOPC and Solidaridad Join Forces

TEN/Mew Delhi:
The Asian Palm il
Alliance {APOA),
Counal of Palm Oil
Producing  Countries
(CPOPT] and  Soli-
daridad Network Asia
Limited (SNAL) have
signed a tripartite
Memarandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU)
Mumbai to create a
maore stable, snstaina-
ble and inclusive palm
ol supply cham for
Snuth Agia.

agreement es-

hbhshes aformal plat-

form for cooperation
betwezan  producers
and consumers, with
an emphasis on har-
monising sustainabili-
ty standards, sirength-
ening traceability, and
Engury nclu-
sion of smallbolders,
The partnership will
focus on India and
neighbouring  South
Asian markets, which
together account for
more 1.5 billion
CONEUMETS.

"Ata time when food
secunity and price sta-

bility ars front of mind
for famibes and busi-
negsed across  South
Asia, this partnershi
gves producers  an
comsumers a formal ta-
ble to strengthen col-
laberation and foster
mutual understandin
in addressing share
challenges,” said Atul
Chaturvedi, Chairman
af APOA.

The Mol aims to
align national sustain-
ability frameworks
such  as  Indonesia
Sustainabls Palm Oil

(ISPOY, Malaysian
Sustanable Palm Oil
(MSPQ) and the Indian
Palm (il Sustainabili-
ty ([POS) framework,
It also prioritises re-
generative  practicas
and NDPE-compliant
No Deforestation, No
Peat, No Exploitation)
sourcing, using digi-
tal tools such as Soli-
daridad’s SoliTrace to
enable mill-to-market
bransparency.

Dr. B. V. Mehta, Ex-
ecative Director of the
Solvent  Exiractors’

tiatnes like the tvéep
Ocean Missicn to unlock
Ihese ugmlunﬂias 505~

Chowdbry,
Cc-fem.néarnf[{CL and
Chairman of the Na-
tiomal Mis-
son Guwmmg Board,
amphasized that India
must transition  from
a sarvices-led econo-
my to a product nation
to secure  technology
sovereienty, He said,
"Overdependance
services 18 no lager
sustainahle. Large-
seale  investments in
desp-tech and product
development  are  key

ta zrlobzl' ocsmpét;ﬁve-

ness,”. He hi hted
]‘,m.gress m‘dygh‘;:g Na-
tional tum Mis-
Siom, udmg support

centives, and the forth-

coming B&D Innovaticn
Pund, which will mamh
govarnment and private
awdur mvmmunls

is. Amandi

r','lmr of the FIC I fnno-
vation Committes and
gvctm' Fraunbofer [n-

the triple
and the need for high-
er industry mvestment
1o strengthen  India's

innavation  ecdsystern.
She said, "While India’s
academia excals in fim-
damental research and
o ind is entreapta-
nenrial expendi-
tnrn is Just 0.8% of GDP.

Industry nmst step up o
raise it beyond 206 in the
next decade.”

Prof. Sudhir Komar
Barad, Co-Chair, FICCI
Innovation  Commitise
and Director, BITS Pi-
lani, offered closing re-
marks for the day. He
sad, “Industry partic-
ipation 15 essential for
ctful resaarch. By

realworld solutions and
addrass national chal-

lenges.
At the surmit, FICCL

unveild a i
of kechnologies oot
wrercialization g with
the release of a discussion

paper titled “Addressing
India’s Challange of Low
p(—:‘ndjt;:r::m‘ ‘Ti}lch&ﬂ g
exam-
mas the bamers to high-
=4 ar b on
m m la)rld ¢:||lﬂ.|nel:‘}dl 5
! meagures o
srengthen India’s inno-
vation ecosyster.

for Sustainable Palm Oil Supply

Association  of In-
dia, sand the initiative
would help [ndian and
Seuth Asian consum-
ers  make nformed
decisions about palm
oil's role in nutrition
and affordability while
ensuring  sustamabil-
ity. CPOPC Secretary
Gemeral [zzana Sallzh
emphasised  the im-
portance of aligning
with national sustain-
abulity standards and
ensuring smallholders
remain central to the
supply cham. Sohdar-

idad Asia’s Managing
Director, Dir. Shata-
dru  Chattopadhayay,
underlined the need
to make sustainability
both practical for pro-
ducers and meaningful
for buyers.,

A joint  working
group, co-chaired by
APOA and CPOPC
with Solidaridad  as
the technical secre-
tariat, will steer the
paﬂnershlp memitor
progress, and coordi-
nate communications,
The scllshoration alse

foresess joint advoca-
ey n global platforms
to promote fair trade,
prevent  discrimina-
tory practices, and
strengthen policy co-
berencs,

By combining pro-
ducer priorities. with
consumar naeds, the
three  organisations
hope to stabilise sup-
ply. reduce  market
volatility, and ensure
th ol reaching
South Asia is afforda-
ble, tracsahls and re-
spensibly produced,

SJVN looks

to spend Rs
1200cras
capex in FYZ26

New Delhi:

Smieovned SNV &

looking to invest Rs
12,000 oors as capial
axpenditurs on vanows
projadsin FY26 and gen-
erate 13,040 million rits
aof lactricity.
M a statement the
vany said it achieved
~EVET ZENEFA-
tiom of 10,647 MU from
all gper atirmal projects.
“For FYoa25-26
SIVN bas an MOU Earget
of 13000 MU genera-
ticn ani'hzﬁ 12,000 «:mi
capex,” the caanpany sak
Dnrmg the first
ufﬂze am'el:l yeet
the company has raport-
e enarzy gerention of
368160 MU, recorded
revenue of Rs Ba2.4 crore

gen-

ast-aver monthly ginera-
tion of 2g2.331 MU and
clocked rmeord quartarly

erational year.
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Ravichandran
Ashwin signs
with Sydney
Thunder for

Indian spin legend
Ravichandran Ashwin
has signed with Syd-
ney Thunder for the
Big Bash League (BBL)
season 15. He will be
the first cricketer who
has played for the India
men’s cricket team to
represent a BBL club.
“Indian legend Ravi-
chandran Ashwin has
created history, join-
ing Sydney Thunder for
BBL|15. The Thunder
Nation will welcome the
biggest overseas sign-
ing since the League’s
inception, with Ashwin
set to become the first
male player to have
represented India to
join a BBL club,” Syd-
ney Thunder said in a

release.
Ashwin  will enter
Thunder’s line-up in

early January and ig-
nite the club’s push to
play in back-to-back
BBL finals, having lost
to Hobart Hurricanes
in the previous season.

The release said that
39-vear-old brings
an unrivalled cricket
resume, a hunger lo
win and commitment
to growing the game
globally. His presence
in Thunder Green will
bring leadership and
class on the field, while
uniting the club’s mul-
ticultural Western Syd-
ney heartland, it added.

In 287 matches for
India, Ashwin's off-
spin claimed 765 in-
ternational wickets, in-
cluding 537 wickets at
Tesl level. He is a Crick-
el World Cup (2011)
and Champions Trophy
(2013) winner with In-
dia, the ICC’s Cricketer
and Test Cricketer of
the Year of 2016 and a
member of the 2011-20
Men’s Test Team of the
Decade.

Trying to find
qualities of a
leader in a lot of
people: Agarkar

~ New Delhi:
India’s Chief selector
Ajit Agarkar has clari-
fied that while Shreyas
Iyer remains an impor-
tant figure in India’s
white-ball setup, his
absence from red-ball
crickel continues due
to fitness reasons.

Iyer will lead India A
against Australia A be-
fore heading into the
ODI series in Australia.

“I don't think we've
discussed the 50-over
format yet. At the mo-
ment, we have to pick
the team for these two
Test malches (against
Wesl Indies),” Agarkar
said.

“Shreyas is a senior
player. He obviously
leads his franchise in
IPL (Indian Premier
League) cricket. He's
one of the senior guys.
He was captain for In-
dia A as well. It's not like
because of that we are
looking at him as a Test
captain. We're trying to
find qualities of a leader
in a lot of people and In-
dia A gives us an oppor-
tunity to see if somebody
has that ability.”

“Unfortunately, I think
the statement was put
out already, with re-
gards to his fitness in
terms of red-ball crick-
et, he won't be availa-
ble.... and he's been a
key player in one-day
cricket over the last few
years,” he added.

Shreyas has conveyed
to the BCCI that he has
taken a decision to take
a six-month break from
red-ball cricket. He
wishes to utilise this
period to build endur-
ance, body resilience
and work on his overall
fitness, as per the BCCI
media advisory.

Suryakumar attends T20I hearing wit
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Match Referee and PCB Officials

Dubai:

ndian skipper Surya-
Ikumar Yadav's hear-

ing for his alleged
political comments and
provocative gestures by
the Pakistan team has
been done in the pres-
ence of match referee
Richie Richardson and
the representatives from
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI),
as per ICC sources.

BCCI  has  official-
ly lodged a complaint
against Pakistan crick-
eters Sahibzada Farhan
and Haris Rauf for their
inappropriate  actions
during the high-voltage
Asia Cup’s Super Four
encounter on September
21,

According to BCCI
sources, a complaint has
been filed with the Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC) and match referee
Andy Pycroft. The Indi-
an team has demanded
strict action against both
players for conduct that
they believe crossed the
line of acceptable on-
field behaviour.

Notably, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) had
also filed a complaint
against the Indian skip-
per for allegedly mak-
ing political remarks
during the post-match
presentation and press
conference following the
group stage clash be-
tween the two rivals.

Suryakumar attends T201 hearing with Match Referee & PCB officials

SSEE" SCSPE. s

As per sources, Surya-
kumar could be let off
with a warning or a fine.
It is likely that 15 per
cent of his match fee will
be cul, as per sources.

During Pakistan’s
innings during the Su-
per Four clash, opener
Sahibzada Farhan cele-
brated his half-century
in controversial fashion
by holding his bat like
a gun, a move that has

been widely criticised
as being insensitive and
provocative. Later in the
match, pacer Haris Rauf
came under fire for mul-
tiple incidents. After dis-
missing Sanju Samson,
Raufl showed aggres-
sion, and later, when he
was stationed near the
boundary rope, respond-
ed to the jeers from Indi-
an spectators by lifting
his fingers to indicate

India face big blow ahead of CWC25 as
pacer suffers injury in warm-up clash

B Bengaluru:
India have been hil with
a massive injury blow, as
pacer Arundhati Red-
dy was wheelchaired
off the field in the ICC
Women's Cricket World
Cup warm-up game
against England on
Thursday.

Doubts loom over
Reddy's participation
in the World Cup fol-
lowing a freak accident
in her follow-through
while bowling against
England in Bengaluru,
as per 1CC.

The pacer, who had
earlier snapped the
wicket of England open-
er Amy Jones, looked
poised to take a return
catch struck back at her
by Heather Knight, but
landed on her left leg
awkwardly before fall-
ing to the ground.

Doclors raced onto
the ground and at-
tempted to help Reddy
off the ground, before
a wheelchair was called
for the bowler.

In 11 ODIs since her
debut last year, the
right-arm  pacer has
taken 15 wickets at an
average of 32.66, with
best figures of 4/26. In
her most recent bilateral
ouling against Australia,
she took four wickets in
two matches, including
three wickets in Delhi.
This year, she has tak-

Big blow for 1 ad of CWCz5

pacerinjured in warm-up

en seven wickels in six
malches al an average of

41.85.
Team India will start
their  ICC  Women's

World Cup campaign
against Sri Lanka on
September 30 in Gu-
wahati. The two-time
finalists in 2005 and
2017, India will be aim-
ing to lift their maiden
title in home condi-
tions. They are heading
into the tournament
after a 1-2 series loss to
Australia recently.
Coming to the warm-
up game, India elected

to field first, and Eng-
land is 214/3 in 36 overs
at the time of writing.
India: Harmanpreet
Kaur (c¢), Smriti Mand-
hana (vc), Pratika Raw-
al, Harleen Deol, Jem-
imah Rodrigues, Richa
Ghosh, Uma Chetry,
Renuka Singh Thakur,
Deepti Sharma, Sneh
Rana, Sree Charani,
Radha Yadav, Amanjot
Kaur, Arundhati Reddy,
Kranli Gaud. Reserves:
Tejal Hasabnis, Prema

Rawat, Priva Mishra,
Minnu Mani, Sayali
Satghare.

“0-6, a reference to Paki-

stan’s groundless claims
that they downed six In-
dian fighter jets during
the four-day clash at the
border after India’s Op-
eration Sindoor in May
this year.

During the incident,
Rauf was teased by the
fans with the chants
of “Virat Kohli”, as the
legendary batter had
hit him for two succes-

Irfan feels WI series a

sive sixes during a tense
run-chase of 160 runs at
Melbourne during the
T20 World Cup 2022,
one of which has been
described by the Inter-
national Cricket Council
(ICC) as the ‘Shot of the
Century’.

Interestingly, the Pa-
kistan  Cricket Board
(PCB) had earlier lodged
two complaints with the
ICC against the Indian
caplain. PCB was against
Suryakumar  Yadav's
comment after the game

I

Luckno

A sleady half-centu-

ry by KL Rahul and an
b

on Sey 14 on the
Pahalgam incident, as, ac-
cording to them, he made
it political.

“Perfect occasion, Laking
the time out, we stand by
the families of the victims
of the Pahalgam terror at-
tack. We express our sol-
idarity. Want to dedicate
the win to all our armed
forces who showed a lot
of bravery. Hope they
continue Lo inspire us all,
and we give them more
reasons on the ground
whenever we get an op-
portunity to make them
smile,” Suryakumar Ya-
dav said after the win.

India has already
reached the final of the
Asia Cup with wins over
Pakistan and Bangladesh
in the Super Four, while
Pakistan battles Bangla-
desh today, in a virtual
semifinal, with the win-
ner getting to play India
in the finals.

ten knock of 44*
by Sai Sudarshan put
India A ahead in their
412-run chase at the
end of day three of their
second four-day unof-
ficial Test against Aus-
tralia A at Lucknow on
Thursday.

Atthe end of day three,
India A was 169/2, with
Sudharsan (44%) and
Manav Suthar (1*) un-
beaten. They need 243
more runs to win.

India started the day
three with Australia A
at 16/3, with Nathan
McSweeney unbeaten at
11. After India elected to
field first, half-centuries
from McSweeney (74 in
162 balls, with 10 fours)
and Jack Edwards (88
in 78 balls, with 11 fours
and a six) took Australia
to 420, despite Suthar’s
figures of 5/107.

Sudharsan, with his
75, was the India A’s sole

h KL's 74 steadies India A
during 412-run chase against
Australia A at Lucknow

Vi
resistance as they man-
aged lo put up 194 runs,
trailing by 226 runs.
Henry Thornton (4/36)
was the pick of the
bowlers for the Aussies.

During their second
innings, however, the
Aussies slipped to 16/3.
Pacer Mohammed Sir-
aj (2/20) struck early
on day three, remov-
ing Cooper Connolly
(1), to reduce Austral-
ia A to 17/4. However,
McSweeney put on a 90-
run fifth-wicket stand
with Josh Philippe (50
in 48 balls, with eight
fours), helping his side
2o beyond the 100-run
mark at least.

Gurnoor Brar (3/42)
and Suthar (3/50) struck
at regular intervals, bun-
dling out Australia
for 185 runs, leaving
MecSweeney unbeaten
at 85* in 149 balls, with
10 fours and a six. Aus-
tralia led by 411 runs,
giving India 412 to win
the unofficial Test.

“missed opportunity”

to try a new fast bowler, rest Bumrah

New Delhi:
Following India’s squad
selection for the home
series against West In-

dies, former Indian
cricketer Irfan Pathan
expressed that pace

spearhead Jasprit Bum-
rah could have been rest-
ed for the series, while
giving a chance to a new
fast bowler to play, since
the country needs a pool
of eight to nine good fast
bowlers in long-term.

Bumrah’s  selection
was one of the major
talking points of the
squad selection for the
home WI Tests. Bum-
rah played just three
out of five Tests on the
tour of England and
took 14 wickets with
two five-wicket hauls.
But during the fourth
Test at Manchesler, he
struggled with his fit-
ness and delivered his
worst-ever Test figures
of 2/112. During the on-
going Asia Cup, he has
not been at his most
elite, with five scalps in
four matches at an aver-
age of 22.00, an econo-
my rate of 7.33 and best
figures of 2/18. Bum-
rah’s workload will be
a major concern, as the
series is scheduled to
start on October 2, just
over a week after India
plays the Asia Cup final
on September 28.

Smriti Mandhana recalls receiving

Mumbai:

Ahead of her side’s ICC
Women’s World Cup
campaign, Indian batter
Smriti Mandhana spoke
on receiving her Indian
jersey for the first time
ever as a teenager, say-
ing that her brother and
parents felt “emotional”
on seeing her wearing
India’s iconic blue col-
ours.

Smriti, currently in
red-hot form heading
into the lournament,
was speaking to JioStar
ahead of her side’s ICC
Women's Cricket World

-
Stiti Mandhana recalls the pride of receiving India jersey at 17

Cup P start
against Sri Lanka from
September 30 at Guwa-
hati.

Speaking to JioStar,
Smriti recalled that she
was 17 when she re-
ceived her Indian jersey,
having made her debut

in 2014.
“ n "

very emotional,” recalled
Meand

I was 17
when I got the India jer-
sey in my room. I do not
think I can forget it. I
wore it and sent the pho-
tos to my parents and
my brother. They were

proudly.
Smriti recalled that
being in Sangli, a city in
Maharashtra, and not
many girls playing crick-
et back then was a signif-
icant challenge for her,

as she had to travel to
Pune and spend four to
five months away from
home.

“As a 14-year-old to do
that, and miss out on
school, it was very chal-
lenging,” she added.

Irfan calls W series a ‘missed opportunity’ to test new pacer, give Bumrah rest

On his YouTube Bumrah remains com-
channel, Pathan said mitted to Test cricket,
that while Bumrah’s  which is fantaslic,” he
commiltment to Test said.

crickel is fanlaslic, he
would have picked up
a young fast bowler an
opportunity if he was a
selector.

“It seems like a
missed opportunity
not to play a young fast
bowler in these two
Tests, bul thal’s the
team's current direc-
tion. If I were a selector
or manager, I would
have surely tried lo give
a young fast bowler an
opportunity, focusing
on their development,
not just quick results.

Pathan  said  thal
Bumrah's workload
management was great
during the Indian tour,
and India has a great
chance to continue do-
ing so in Indian condi-
tions, as spinners pri-
marily dominate.

“stll, it's good that
Bumrah maintains
Test crickel as his pri-
orily. Selectors could
have utilised this se-
ries to give proper rest
to Bumrah and groom
a young fast bowler,
something India must

prioritise for long-term
vision. India needs a
group of eight good fast
bowlers, not just three
or four,” he added.

Irfan also welcomed
all-rounder Axar Pa-
tel's return to the team,
who last played a Test
in February last year
against England, saying
that his return will give
India batting depth,
as India will also field
other spin  bowling
all-rounders, Ravindra
Jadeja and Washington
Sundar, alongside him.

But Irfan wondered if
Kuldeep, who last fea-
tured during the New
Zealand series last year,
could miss out again,
having last played a
Test in October last
year and silling oul
during India’s matches
against England away
from home.

“Axar’s return
strengthens the team.
When Axar plays along-

side Washington and
Jadeja, the team gains
batting depth. Does this
mean Kuldeep Yadav
may miss oul again? I
would definitely want
to see him play, bul
with home conditions
generally allowing
only two fast bowlers,
his spot is not guaran-
teed,” said the former
all-rounder.

Indian jersey at age of 17

Smriti recalled that
during the semifinal
of the Commonwealth
Games against Austral-
ia back in 2022 at Bir-
mingham, a tournament
in which India secured
a historic silver medal,
was one of those instanc-
es of feeling “extremely
proud of wearing the jer-
sey”. She also said that
since then, with so much
hard work put in, the be-
lief within the team has
“changed a lot”.

“Everyone believes
they are match-winners.
The last T20 World Cup
(in 2024 when India fin-
ished at third in Group
stage and missed out the
next round) was some-
thing which hit me quite
alot. I thought to myself,
‘I do not want to feel like
this as an athlete in my
life’. Post that, a lot of

fitness and nutritional
changes have come into
place. We all have been
waiting for this World
Cup,” she added.

Mandhana said that
since 2013, a lot has
changed for women's
cricket and she is excil-
ed to see fans turning in
big numbers to cheer the
team.

“The Women’s Premier
League (WPL) has made
us immune to the loud
crowd as well. Nothing
can beal people cheering
India at the stadiums,”
she concluded.

This year, Mandha-
na has been in red-hot
form, scoring 928 runs
in 14 innings at an av-
erage of 66.28 with a
strike rate of 115.85,
with four centuries and
three fifties and a best
score of 135.

She finished as the
leading wicket-taker in
the recent home series
against Australia, which
India lost 1-2, with 300
runs in three matches
at an average of 100.00,
with two centuries and
a fifty. In the final ODI
yesterday, with a 50-ball
century, she overtook
Virat Kohli to register
the fastest century by
an Indian in ODI cricket
across both men’s and
women'’s crickel.

India will starl their
Cricket World Cup cam-
paign at home against
Sri Lanka in Guwahati,
with Mandhana needing
43 runs to break Aus-
tralia’s Belinda Clark’s
record of 970 runs in
women’s ODIs during
the 1997 calendar year,
the most by a women’s
cricketer.
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Badminton
Asiall17,U15
C'ships: Tanvi,
Bornil to lead
Indian challenge
in China

Hew Delhi:

Asian U-15 champion
Tanw Pabri and former
champion Bornil Chang-
mai will lesd a streng
3f-member Indian
squadfortheBadmintem
Asia Ur7and U15Cham-
picnships to be held in
Chengdu, China, from
Qctober 2126, 2025,

Tanw and Changmat
will this tims compste
in the U-17 categeries
as the Indian contingent
hopes to build on the
last twosucosesful cam-
paigng. Indis had wem
a gold and & bronze in
2024, and cne gold, one
silver, and one’bronzs in
2023, with both editions
taking place in Chengdu,
45 per 4 press releass
from the Badminton ds-
socigtion of India (BAT).

The Indian team was
selectod bassd on the

layers farmance
En Pﬂ’xe jugfmndudai
Ashwani Gupta Meme-
rial All ndia Sub Junior
(U-15 & 1-17) Ranking
Badminton Tournament
2025, held at Panchkula,
Haryana, from Seplem-
ber 13 to 24, 2025, and
has a mix of some al-
ready established stars,
alang with 3 few frach
faces,

“Indig’s  consistent
sucoess in the continen-
tal championshipe over
the years raflects the
stremgth of our junior
development  program.

is squad has ssver
pramising players with
the potential to bring
home medals, whi
highlighte the dapth and
talent within the team,”
said Badminton Assod-
ation of India Seeretary
General, Banjay Mishra.

Among the squad,
Sharsyn Ranjene will
feature in all thres cate-
gories of U-15, teaming
up with Soyara Shelar
in girls" doubles and He-
manth Sri Sammetla in
mixed doubles,

Punith § and Deepak
Ra) Aditi, who will part-
ner each cther in the
L-aymixed doubles, will
also be in action in boys
and girls doubles,, re-
spactively.
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Sajan Prakash targets 200m butterfly
glory at Asian Aquatic Championship

shmedabad:

cuble  Olympian
Sejan Prakash re-
tume o a major

oontinental stage at the
Asian Aquatic Champi-
cnship 2025, beginning
September 28 at fhe
Vaer Savarkar Sports
Complaxin Ahmedabed,
with his sights set on the
2o0m butterfly medal.
After missing qual-
ification for the Paris
Olympics and taking a
heyi(pfmm the spgrt.
the 31pgar-old  has
essed back inter comipe-
tition this year and now
aims to dip undar ‘the
hro-minute mark in his
signature event against
PAsis's best, as per a press
releass from the Swim-

AAREERTAREERRASARR R

Sajan Pralcath e 200 BTy glory at i hgostc Charagicn i

ming Pederation of India
(8P is. T just wanted to rest,
Ide

F‘ra.lmlh admitted the  treat my she nd
Paris qualification set-  enjoy life a litt ko
back left him mentaly  explorad ecaching during

and physically drained.  that time. Sinos restarting
Hesaid, "Iswam formors  in January, T have besn
than 20 years without 2 taking it sowly, but T am
proper braak, and 1 was  happy te bs back in com-
mentally bumt cut after  petition”

T missed the cut for Par- Barier  this  jyear,

Kalinga Lancers strengthen squad
ahead of Hockey India League 2026

2024. After a compst-
ittvs bidding war with
Dehi SG Pipers, the
Lancers mecured Aus
tralian forward Coaper
Burns for Re 34.5 lakh.
The 23-year-old, narmed
Mest  Valued Playr
in Hockey Australia’s
League, mads his sen-
|(;.:Et|;am debut in the
FIH Hockey Fro League
202425

Sunil PB, a rising tal-
ent in the Indian junior
men's setup, Was signed
for Rs. 2 lakh. He was
part of Karnataka's gold
medal-winning  team
at the Mational Gamas
aarlier this year and has
recently bsen selactad
for India's junior squad
for the upcoming Sul-
tan of Joher Cup.

Craig Marais becams
the team's third over-
3838 soquisition, signed
for Re 10 |akh. Hemade
his senior team dsbut
for Australla in 2024
and has been o regular
featura since.

bew Delhiz

Kalings Lamosrs  had
a sucosssful outing at
the Hero Hockey India
League auction, making
key additions to their
squad for the new saa-
son, scheduled to take
place in January 2026,

With  three Tndi-
an and four oversess
slots to fill, Kalinga
Lancers  began pro-
ceedings by acquiring
Australian  goalkesper
Jed Snowden for Rs 10
lakh. The z4-year-old
mads his senior team
debut earlier this year
and was part of Austral-
ia's recent Oceania Cup
title-winning team, as
per a press release from
Kalinga Lancers,

The franchise then
picksd up local talent
Amit Kumar Toppo at
hig base price of Rs 2
lalh. He was a mamber
of Odisha’s maiden ti-
tla-winning team at the
Men’s Senior Hockey
Mational Championship

Prakach showed his dlass
at the zozs Werld Palios
and Pire Gamas in the
United States; winzing
10 medalg, including sev-
an golds. He alss bagged
feair medals at the Senice
National Aquatic Cham-
picnshipe n Bhubane

Swar.

At the Asan Aquatic
Chimplmmh\p, Prakssh

will oompatein the 200m
buuenl_v, the event in
which he qualified for
two Olpnpic  Games,
aleng with the gxeoom
freastyle relay and the
aaoom medley relay.
He axplained, “T swam

1:58.98 at Naticnals in
Jung, and my goal here
i 1o get below two min-
utes. That's thestrategy,
and 1 will be happy if T
can achievathat.”

Laoking ahead,
Prakaah said this mest &8
also 4 step towards the
Asian Games in 2026
“The Aglan Games are &
your away. This is a good
chanee to g2 whers we
are and what we nesd to
improw.”

On the sguificance of

Breaking Time

What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and
avary 3x3 box containg the digit 1tc 9. Bvery puzzle
hag only correct salution.

1/5|6

8

|

4

tance of the champicn-
b being staged in In-
dis. He said, “The fastest
swimmers in Asia are
geing to be here, and it's
golng to be 4 very quick
me2t. 1 was part of the
2015 edition, and nine
yaars later, to atill be
racing makes me proud.
Hesting it at home gives
Indian swimmers axpo-
suretoabigstageand can
raise the standard for the
sport. Hopsfully, it will
ingpire the next genera-
tion”

Bengal Tigers announce squads for Hockey
India League 2026 following auction

_ Kolkata:

The Bangal Tigers on

Thureday officially an-
nounced  their  team
line-up for the upeom-
ing Hockey India Laague
(HIL) 2026, aftar an ac-
ten-packed player auc-
tion in Mew Delhi.

The auction showeased
some thrilling moments,
with mtewrgbddmg for
top talent and plenty of
exciternant arcund new
and retuming plagers.
The squads feature a
mix of ssasoned interna-
tionals, emerging Indian
talents and  promising
U-21_playars, reflecting
the Tigers' focus on both
perfermance and nurtur-
ing young talent, as per
& Hocksy India Leagus
press lease.

Several key playas
from last ssason have
bean retained, ensuring
oontinuity and  expen-
ence within the sjuads.
4 highlight of the auction
was the intenge bidding
for Agustina Gomelany
and Valentina R. R. d=
losLlance, withtwo cther
teams competing fiercely.
In the end, the Tigers se-
cursd both plapers, add-
ing strength and experi-
ance totheir lineup,

The auction was cmer-
sedn by Rahul Todi, Man-
aging Director, Shracki

Bl

Group, the team own-
er, alongside  Despak
Thakur, Heed Cosch
(Wemen's), Dipika, As-
sistant Coack (Wemen's)
and Jagra) Singh, Men's
Team Manager, who en-
sured that each team se-
lection aligned with the
Tigere’ vision of compet-
itiveand dynamichockey,
Bengal Tgems Men's
Hockey Team Line Up
Fer HIL - Jugr: Snngb,
Jaskaran Snngﬁ.
Desp, Pradhan Pr-.vanua
Chandurs, Affn Yoasif,
Abhishek,  Gursawsk.
Singh, Sukjeet Simgh,
Pardzep Singh Sandhu,
James Carr, Gauthier
Boocard, Hagden Belts,
Sean Pindlay, Brrique

Alcaraz survives ankle injury
scare, advances to second round

ok

Carlos  Aloaras  over-
came an injury sears to
progress to the ssomd
round of the cngeing Ja-
pan Open comptition on
Thursday, beating Sebas-
tian Basg in 2 convincing
manner.

Alcaraz produced dead
silance from the sudience
when he went dewn to
the court 20 minutes into
the match, nseding some
help with his Jeft anide,
but neasthelsss contin-
ued to senipt an easy 6-4
2 win, 2= per Olympics.

Fdlming ths match,
he said, s quoted by
Olympics.com, “T think
1 played 2 great lewsl of
tennis bemdes what hap-
ened at the ning
:Efthe maich. Ib?}m]1 ):;
happy to get the win and
hagg Ihagi I was able to
play until the end of the
match.”

During the fith game
of the first set, with sooves
level 22, Aloarar's leg
ave up & be charged
cx"wa.mF frem ﬁ
and he fall over his back,
clutching his head and

ez survivesankls scare stmsintn Bnd round

grabbing his [t ankde m Jead.
ageniging pain. The audi- Aloarss got some mere
encshelditsbraath, wait-  time to recown 48 rain

ing for the werld number
one to get up and oon-
tinuz, Alcarsz got proper
treatment and coatinued
to entertain the crowd,
converting  his second
bredk pomnt totake a 54

suspanded play for 2
minutes and he got his
ankle taped up. Following
the resmption of play,
Alcaraz was in full tlow,
finishing the match in 90
minutee.

The Spanish ssnsaticn,
a hetime Grand Slam
champicn mmariy' wes
warried ghout his ankle
initially

The Spaniard said at
firsthe was esricusly wor-
rizd but [t better as the
anklestarted tosettle.

“T feel liks it wea un-

Tucky. T was fesling good,
and it was about running
i a kay drop shot he
made in the ffth game,
and that happened)” he

“I would say it saved
me that 1was geing for-
ward, and thanks to that,
it dido't blend all arourd,
Ty worried beciums, in
the first minutes of play-
ing, my ankle did not fasl
good at all. But then af-
tor 4 whils, T just started
1o feel a little bit better. I
oould walk to the bench,
which was a relief for

me.

“Right now T am foel-
ing the sama way which
for me 1 would say is
great becauss when it
cooled down, T am feel-
ing the same way when I
was playing on the court,
Tthink itis a great sign,"
he continued.

Alcaraz is optimisticof
playing thesecond round
mateh against Belgium’s
Zizou Bergs on Saurday,
but is net committing to
his availability 4 100 por
cent, saying that he will
do whatever it takes to
be good encugh 1o play.

Gonzales,  Chnstopher
Ruhr, Toin Grambusch,
Parmod, Viek Lakos,
Ajinkcp Jadhay and Ket-
an Kushwaha,

Berngal Tigass Wom-
=n's Hockey Team Line
Up Far HIL - Lalrem-
siami, Mahima Choud-
hary, Vandana Katariys,
Lalrinpuii Pachuav, Sush-
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Readers

Dear Raader, T you are remm-
have any news or | mended to make all
you have any sugges- | hecsssary endguiries and

’ seelcappropriate advice

tion regarding our
newspaper or you
have any problsm
with any govern-
ment  departrient,
you may contact us
on 24 hour helpline

before action oo any
sdvartissment and con-
tent published in this
publication. The print-
er, publisher, editorand
saller of the Top Story
do not wouch for any

no- 0120-4225517, | daims. The publicatica
421128 4for Del- | & being sold on the
hi & Chaziahad | ®onditicn and under-
(9s82310972),  for | Siending that informa-

tion given in this pub-
lication is merdy for
reference and must not
b taken as heving final
authenty of or binding
in any way. We do net
owa any respensibility
for damage or loss to
any person, 4 purchass

Moida (9818999589 )
Advertigsment
(9818799941],
Cireulation
(08586925450)

ila Chanu Pukhrambam,
Jennifer Razo, Agusting
Gorzelany, Valentina R.
R.de ke Llance, Victoria
Manusls, Bmma Find-
lay, Near Orpa de Baat,
Sceha Canna Bennings,
Manisha Chauhan, Soni-
ks, Menika, Puja Saheo,
Gurjit Kaur, Adii Ma-
heahwari, Sukhivesr Kaur
and Anjali Gautam.

of this production is
not for the result of any
action taken on the ba-
sis of this work All dis-
putes are subject tothe
excusive  jurisdiction
of court and forums in

Delhi/Mew Delhi only.
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India takes early lead, sweeps
women'’s 50 m prone event podium

Ry ———

Mew Dalhi:

Indian shootars start-

ed off their 18SF Junior
World Cup campaign in
Mew Delhi with 4 high,
sscuring all the podium
spots in the women's
50 m prone ayent at Dr
Karni Singh Shooting
Range ca Thursday.

The men missed out
on the gold in the same
event, had to sattle for
a silver and brongs, but
it wasall encugh to help
India takes an early lead
in the medal tally, as par

Olympics.com.
Anushles Thakur
walked out with the gald

inthe women's prone 50
m rifle shooting oontest,
with 621.6 points, edg-

weelov. In the same
event, the fifth spot went
to Vedant Nitin Wagh-

ing out Anshikha, who
shot 6102 and Asdhya
Bgrawsl, who sscursd

a bromze with 6159 mars, whlle Kusha-
nts. gra Singh Rajawat and
India's Saniys Sudesh  RKunal Sharms cocupied

Supale (610.9) and Nim-  the eighth and Jast placs,

rat Kaur Brar (6043) respectively, in a fisld of

4so finished within the 11 players,

top 10 with sighth and & 6g-member Indian

ninth spot finishes. shooting  oontingent,
Coming to the men's  led byPeris 2024 Olym-

evant, Indie's Despan-
4 Singh Shekhawat,
who shot 6179 points,
misged cut on gold nar-
rowly, which went toKa-
mil Nuriskhmestow, who
outdid the Indian by &

pian Raiza Dhillon and
Asian trap champion
Sabeera Harls, is a part
of the competitica,
which will conclude on
Octobar 2 and will fea-
ture 208 shooters from
19 fedarations. This is
the first time a Junior
World Cup hes besn
hald in Tndia.

paint.

Rohit Kanyan (616.3)
bagged the bronze med-
al ahsad of Sargeib No-




ENTERTAINMENT

Santosh Mitra Square
honours Armed Forces
with 'Operation
Sindoor' theme

s Durga Puja 2025

is just around the

corner, the air in

Kolkata is already

charged with excitement.

Every vear, the city's pandals

push the limits of creativity,

and thisyear is no different.

One pandal that's already

making headlines is the San-

tosh Mitra Square Durga

Puja, which has chosen a

deeply patriotic theme: Op-
eration Sindoor.

The pandal has been de-
signed to honour the bravery
of the Indian Armed Forces.
From the terrorist attack at
Pahalgam in Jammu and
Kashmir to the success of
Operation Sindoor, the vi-
suals recreate scenes of sac-
rifice, courage, and victory.
Step inside, and it feels like
you've entered a battlefield.
Models of military weapons,
such as the BrahMos missile
and $-400 systems, add to
the powerful effect, making
the pandal not just a place of

worship, but also a reminder
of national pride.

Sajal Ghosh, General Sec-
retary of the Santosh Mitra
Square Durga Puja Com-
mittee and BJP Councillor,
explained the vision behind
the theme, stating that the
idea was to awaken a sense
of "patriotism in people's
hearts."

While speaking to ANI,
Ghosh said, "The idea be-
hind creating this pandal is
simple - to awaken a sense
of patriotism in people's
hearts. Operation Sindoor
is the voice of every Indian's
heart. It showcased the dig-
nity and strength of our
armed forces, and how they
destroyed the enemy and
protected our nation.
Through this pandal, we
wanted to bring that bravery
alive for everyone to see."

The festive fervour in

Kolkata is once again
marked by the creativity and
thematic depth of its iconic
Durga Puja pandals.

My lows in life have
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taught me more than my

Mumbai

ctor Bhumi
Pednekar
recently
pened up

about her journey in

films and how her

Speak-

ing at the In-

dia Today Con-
clave Mumbai
2025 during a
session  titled
"Power of Pres-
ence in a Chang-
ing Industry," she

!

reflected on her decade-
long journey in cinema.
Bhumi said that her very
first film continues to hold
a special place in her heart.
Talking about the "pres-
ence and impact" of her de-

work has shaped her but film Dum Laga Ke
life and ca- = Haisha, she
Bhumi & & -

said that her very
first film continues to
hold a special place in her
heart. Talking about the
"presence and impact" of her
debut film Dum Laga Ke
Haisha, she explained how
it changed the course
of her life.

plained
how it changed
the course of her life.

"I can never shake off
the presence and impact
that Dum Laga Ke Haisha
had on me. It was a film
that truly made a differ-
ence. I started my journey

as a teenager at Yash Raj,
with big dreams and aspi-
rations of becoming a
heroine in the film indus-
try. Back then, I was some-
one seeking opportunities
and acceptance. Today, I
find myself seeking pur-
pose and impact; that's
how I've evolved as a per-
son," she said during the
session.

The actor also spoke
about how her films over
the years have connected
with audiences, adding
that movies like Toilet: "Bk
Prem Katha,''Sonchiriya,’
‘Badhaai Do,' and 'Bhak-
shak' dealt with themes
such as "ethical journal-
ism and gender-based vio-
lence," while 'The Royals'
celebrated "women in po-
sitions of power."

"For me, these last 10
years have been filled with
nothing but gratitude.
Every morning, I wake up
feeling like I'm headed to a
film set, and that feeling is
everything, This is just the

'JioHotstar Unveils
Gripping Trailer of Search

highs: Bhumi Pednekar

beginning. I want to keep
working until my last
breath," she added.
Bhumi also spoke about
the challenges of facing
trolling and online nega-
tivity and shared how they
have become accustomed
to "trolling and bullying."
However, she said it be-
comes harder when
women are the targets.
"Trolling, bullying, what-
ever you call it, we're used
to it. But when women are
targeted, 1 don't always
know how to deal with it. 1
don't up
courage; 1 find it within
myself because I don't have
another option. I know I'm
going to survive this. I have
too much drive and ambi-
tion in me. We live in a
world dominated by social
media, and with it come
constant noise and opin-
ions. My lows in life have
taught me more than my
highs, and they've shown
me that I am far more re-
silient than I thought."

wake with

with Kokona Sensharma

New Delhi

he

'youth, political

cover-ups, a bru-

tal murder and a
seasoned investigator’s
race against time - JioHot-
star today revealed the
trailer of its upcoming Hot-
star Specials’ crime thriller
‘Search:

The Naina Murder Case’.
At the center of this high-
stakes murder mystery is
ACP Sanyukta Das, played
by the versatile Konkona
Sensharma, a seasoned in-
vestigator at the brink of
moving departments to sal-
vage her crumbling mar-
riage. But before she signs

secrets  of

off, the murder of a teenage
girl pulls her into one last
case, one that threatens to
upend her life and exposes
the darkest secrets of
everyone involved.

Search: The Naina Mur-
der Case will release on
JioHotstar on October 10,
2025.

. Me

el
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OFFICIAL

TRAILER

Produced by Applause
Entertainment & Highgate
Entertainment, in Associ-
ation with Applause Pro-
duction, and directed by
Rohan Sippy, this series
follows ACP Sanyukta Das
and rookie ACP Jai Kanw-
al (played by Surya Shar-
ma) as they solve a case

Mumbai
ctors Kareena
Kapoor Khan and
Prithviraj Suku-
naran have offi-
cially commenced the
shooting of their up-
coming film, 'Daayra'.
Taking to their re-
spective social media
& handles, the actors
shared glimpses from the
first day of shoot,
adding several BTS mo-
ments,
"Day 1. 68th film
Daayra with the
most amazing @megh-
nagulzar and @there-
Send love
and blessings," Ka-
| reenawroteinthe
'~ caption.
From holding
a puja ceremony
on the first day of
production to dis-
cussing

scenes

that shows the dark un-
derbelly of a society where
truth is the rarest currency
and everyone is a suspect.
Search: The Naina Mur-
der Case also stars Shiv
Pandit, Varun Thakur,
Dhruv Sehgal, Shraddha
Das and others.

Speaking about the se-
ries, director Rohan Sippy
shared , The
Naina Murder Case is so
much more than a murder
mystery or a whodunit - it
is an emotional, political
and psychological maze.
The series is filled with
constant twists and turns
where the truth always re-
mains elusive.

“Search:

with  director Meghna
Gulzar, trying look tests,
shooting scenes, and reading
seripts, the actor offered an
intimate insight into their
preparations.

In a special highlight, vet-
eran lyricist Gulzar also ar-
rived on the sets and en-
gaged in a conversation with
the team.

Likewise, Prithviraj ex-
pressed a feeling of thrill in

Khushi Kapoor,
Vedang Raina join
AZORTE's Autumn-
Winter 2025 campaign

" . AFORTE

Py =

Mumbai
ZORTE, one of the
country's fastest-
growing fashion
and lifestyle desti-
nations, has roped in Bolly-
wood actors Khushi Kapoar
and Vedang Raina for its
Autumn-Winter

before the stride.

The campaign also draws
attention towards the world
obsessed with extremes, in-
stant success, overnight vi-
rality, and curated perfec-
tion, where Gen Z feels con-
stant pressure to stand out.
"The fear of being

2025 With ‘average' often
paign. . avershadows

e - a narrative that Feties,
flecting states, "You're not in-be-
Y Mid, You're Justinthe oG
com- e " mo -
el Middle of your story”, the [
LB campaign aims to reach out KI#XS
;":‘:'_ to Gen Z's biggest cultural i“;”;“
el anxiety: the fear of VA%
its audi- being "mid". offers a re-
ence  and freshing per-
their  evolving spective: being "in

identities, AZORTE has cre-
ated aspace that celebrates
the real, the raw, and the
unedited. More than fashion,
the campaign is about giving
Gen Z the confidence to wear
their journey, embrace their
'mid' moments, and feel
comfortable in their own
skin,

With a narrative that
states, "You're not Mid,
You're Just in the Middle of
your story”, the campaign
aims to reach out to Gen Z's
higgest cultural anxiety: the
fear of being "mid".

Further with the inclu-
sion of the young stars, the
campaign flips the narra-
tive around mediocrity, re-
framing it as a space of self-
discovery, growth, and au-
thentic expression. It fur-
ther states that “"mid isn't
mediocre” but rather mo-
mentum and the stumble

his post as he added,
"# Daayra is officially rolling,
A new story, a new journey
that challenges and excites in
equal parts. Thrilled to be
stepping into this world.”

Director Meghna Gulzar
dedicated a special post to
mark the beginning of a
journey of "blurred and
crossed lines."

'Daayra’ was announced
earlier this year when Ka-

the middle" isn't failure, it's
progress,” the company
added, as per the press re-
lease.

Created by Famous Inno-
vations and directed by An-
ish Dedhia, the visually strik-
ing brand film shows howthe
campaign aims to explore
these moments of self-doubt
and turn them into moments
of style, confidence, and un-
apologetic self-expression.

“From fashion experi-
ments that den't always land,
likea dance reel that feels au-
thentically terrible, to nights
spent dreaming of what's
next, the narrative celebrates
the raw and real journey of
figuring life out, reminding
Gen Zthat theydon't need to
have itall figured out justyet.
The campaign reinforces the
idea that authentic beats
perfect every time," they
added.

Kareena Kapoor, Prithviraj
Sukumaran begin shooting for
ghna Gulzar's 'Daayra’

reena Kapoor confirmed
her part in the film.

"TI've always said that I'm
a director’s actor... and this
time I cannot wait to work
with one of the finest di-
rector's we have, @megh-
nagulzar & alongside the
magnificent @thereal-
prithvi, whose work I
deeply admire. To my
dream team, #Daayra let's
do this," she wrote on In-
stagram.

Prithviraj, too, expressed
his excitement about work-
ing with Meghna Gulzar
and Kareena.

"Some stories stay with
you from the moment you
hear them. DAAYRA is that
for me. Excited to work
with Meghna Gulzar, the
incredible Kareena Kapoor
Khan and Team Junglee
Pictures! Wish you all a very
happy Vishu! #Daayra,” he
posted on Instagram.



