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CM Rekha Gupta
declares India’s

future bright

CM Saini flags off
‘Namo Yuva Run’
in Kurukshetra

7  BuSINESS

Delhi CM

pushes Plastics
Industry to drive
Zero-waste vision

Ahead of polls, Nitish govt announces series of schemes

standing his earlier an-
ti-freebies stands, that
consumers will not have
to pay for 125 units in a

Patna

" A head of the assem-
bly polls, the Na-
ional Democratic

Alliance government in
Bihar has announced
a series of schemes,
prompting the opposi-
tion to claim that after
remaining in power for
20 years, all that Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
could offer was a copy
of promises made by the

‘Jolly LLB 3' races ahead
at box office, collects
Rs 32.50 cr in two days

m PM Modi's Swadeshl pitch as
GST 'Bachat Utsav' begins today

B Modi said a 'GST bachat utsav’ will begin from the first day of Navratri, and coupled with
the income tax exemption, it will be a "double bonanza" for most people.

New Delhi

2 davbefon
AGSI rates come
into effect, Prime

Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday made a
strong pitch for promot-
ing 'swadeshi’ goods and
asserted that the next gen-
eration GST reforms will
accelerate India's growth
story, increase ease of
doing business and at-
tract more investors.

In his address to the
nation, Modi said a 'GST
bachat utsav (savings
festival)' will begin from
the first day of Navratri,
and coupled with the
income tax exemption,
it will be a "double bo-
nanza" for most of the
people.

PM  Modi

stressed

'L A

INDIA bloc.

Among several prom-
ises of the opposition
was 200 units of free

PM addressi

on the sidelines of the inaugur
multiple development proj

the gathering at ‘Samudra se Samriddhi’ programme
foundation stone of
Gujarat.

s at Bhav

Israel kills 34 people in
Gaza say health officials
ahead of UN meetlng

all states

stakeholders in the de-

velopment

electricity,

longest serving CM has

sought to
announcin

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

will be equal

race and

month.
Kumar

o

which the

neutralise by
g, notwith-

urged them to give pace
to manufacturing with
'Atmanirbhar

announced
10,000 Vil
who work in villages to
make SC and ST people
aware of government
schemes and
them to beneficiaries,
would be given a one-

Centre not i
language o

EC sets Sept
30 deadline
for voter list
cleanup prep
ahead of SIR

and  swadeshi
paigns in mind.
"On the first day of
Navratri, the country is
going to take an impor-
tant and big step for At-
manirbhar Bharat. With
the sunrise tomorrow,
the next generation GST
reforms will come into
effect. A 'GST bachat
utsav (savings festival)'
will begin tomorrow.
"You will be able to buy
things you like more easi-
ly. The poor, middle class,
neo middle class, youths,
farmers, women, trad-
ers and shopkeepers will
benefit from this," he said.
In this season of fes-

cam-

New Delhi
The Election Commis-
sion has asked its state
election officers to be
ready for the SIR by

September 30, in an
indication that the poll
authority could launch
tivals, everyone's happi- | the voter list cleanup
ness will increase, Modi | exercise as early as Oc-
said. tober-November.

CONTD ON PAGE-2 According to officials,
at a conference of state
chief electoral officers
(CEOs) in Delhi earlier
this month, the EC top
brass asked them to be
ready for the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR)
rollout in the next 10 to
15 days.

But for the sake of
greater clarity, the dead-
line of September 30
was set.

The CEOs have been
told to keep voter lists
of their states, published
after the last SIR, ready.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

time allowance of Rs
25,000 each for pur-
chasing tablets so that
they can do their work
effectively.

Their transportation
allowance will also be
increased from Rs 1,900
to Rs 2,500 per month,
and their stationery al-
lowance will be hiked
from Rs 900 to Rs 1,500
per month.

Agency

Dharmendra Pradhan

mposing any

n any state:
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London

ritish Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer
confirmed Sunday

that the UK is formally
recognising a Palestini-
an state despite vocifer-
ous opposition from the
US and Israel.

His  announcement
follows those from Can-
ada and Australia.

Starmer said the move
is intended “to revive
the hope of peace for the
Palestinians and Israe-
lis."

Though the move is
largely symbolic, it is a
historic moment as the
UK arguably laid the
groundwork for the cre-
ation of the Israeli state
when it was in control of
what was then known as
Palestine in 1917.

The announcement
was widely anticipated
after Starmer said in
July that the UK would
recognise a Palestini-
an state unless Israel
agreed to a ceasefire in
Gaza, allowed the UN
to bring in aid and took
other steps toward long-
term peace.

The UK is not alone

UK, Canada, Australia
recognise Palestine state

in recognising a Pales-
tinian state. More than
140 countries have al-
ready taken that step
and more are expected
to do so at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly this week,
including France.

The UK's recognition
of a Palestinian state
comes just days after a
state visit from US Pres-
ident Donald Trump,
during which he voiced
his disapproval of the
plan.

“I have a disagreement
with the prime minister
on that score,” Trump
said.

Critics, including the
US and the Israeli gov-
ernment, which has
shown no interest in a
two-state solution, have
condemned the plans,
saying it rewards Hamas
and terrorism. As well
as arguing that recogni-
tion is immoral, critics
argue that it's an empty
gesture given that the
Palestinian people are
divided into two terri-
tories — the West Bank
and Gaza — with no rec-
ognised  international
capital. Agency
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PM Modi's
Swadeshi pitch as
GST 'Bachat Utsav'
begins today

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

Ile congratulated all
on the next generation
GST reforms. "These
reforms will accelerate
India's growth story,
increase ease of doing
business and attract
more investors," Modi
said.

When Indiatook a step
towards GST reforms in
2017, a new beginning
was made to seript his-
tory, he said.

He said GST realised
the ‘one nation-one tax'
dream. Modi highlight-
ed how the web of taxes
and tolls had created
hardships for businesses
and consumers.

Citing income tax ex-
emption on earnings up
to Rs 12 lakh and GST
reforms, he said it is a
"double bonanza" for the
poor, neo-middle class,
and middle class.

He also said the GST
move would benefit
MSMEs big time.

Prime Minister Modi
urged the people of the
country to take pride in
selling and buying indig-
enous goods.

The way the coun-
try's independence got
strengthened by the
Swadeshi  movement,
similarly, India's pros-
perity will be empow-
ered by the mantra of
‘swadeshi', he said.

From kitchen staples
to electronics, from
medicines and equip-
ment to automobiles,
goods and services will
be cheaper from Mon-
day as the reduced GST
rates on about 375 items
come into effect.

In a bonanza to con-
sumers, the GST Coun-
cil, comprising the
Centre and states, had
decided to reduce the
tax rates on goods and
services, from Septem-
ber 22 -- the first day of
the Navaratri.

The GST will now
be a two-tier structure
wherein the majority of
goods and services will
attract tax of 5 and 18
per cent. A 40 per cent
tax will be levied on ultra
luxury items, while to-
bacco and related prod-
ucts will continue to be
in the 28 per cent plus
cess category.
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Centre not imposing any language

on any state:

on Education
Minister ~ Dhar-
mendra Pradhan
on Sunday said the Cen-
tre was not imposing any
language on anybody.

He termed those who
claim that the Centre
imposes the three lan-
guage policy on states as
“politically motivated”.

“We are not imposing
any language on any-
body. For Class 1 and
2, there will be two lan-
guage formula. One will
be mother tongue. Here,
it will be Tamil language.
Government of India’s
condition is that you
have to teach in Tamil in
primary school. You can
teach another language
that is your choice,” he
said.

Pradhan was speak-
ing to reporters in the
presence of professor
V Kamakoti, Director,
IIT Madras, after taking
part in the ‘Think India
Dakshinapatha Summit
2025,

Elaborating about the
three language policy,
he said that from Class
six to ten there is three
language formula. “One

2\
At Y

language will be mother
tongue. The rest two will
be your choice. No lan-
guage will be imposed by
the Government of India
on any state,” he said.

To a query about how
the three language pol-
icy is being implement-
ed in a state like Uttar
Pradesh, he said, “We

are implementing it in
that state also. Many
state governments, for-
get BJP ruled states,
are implementing three
language policy, prior
to National Education
Policy.”

“In Uttar Pradesh, a
student will learn Hindi,
as mother tongue. After

/

that, they may opt for

learning Marathi and
Tamil also. Some stu-
dents in UP, can take Ta-
mil as a third language.
The UP government has
to provide the facility to
teach Tamil,” he said.
Pointing out that only
10 per cent of India's
population  speak in

Noida DM reviews final preparations

Ajit Kumar

preneurs, investors, for-
ign del and the

oida:
Gautam Buddha Na-
gar District Magistrate
Medha Rupam convened
a high-level review meet-
ing at the India Expo Mart
auditorium to assess the
preparations for the up-
coming UP International
Trade Show 2025, sched-
uled from September 25
to 29. The event, seen as a
major platform to show-
case the state’s industrial
and cultural prowess, is
expected to draw entre-

eign
general public.
During the meeting,
DM Rupam stressed the
importance of timely
execution and warned

departmental  officials
against any negligence,
emphasizing  that a

smooth and well-organ-
ized event is a top prior-
ity. She directed officials
from various depart-
ments to adhere strictly
to their duty rosters, par-
ticularly highlighting re-

sponsibilities for person-
nel from Noida, Greater
Noida, and the Yamuna
Authority.

Specific instructions
were issued to ensure
seamless arrangements.
Hotel rates were to con-
form to approved stand-
ards, with the Nodal
Officer in Greater Noida
assigned to monitor com-
pliance. The ARTO was
tasked with preparing a
list of 100 buses along
with their drivers, while
the PWD was instruct-

Indian Railways Enhances Freight Connectivity

with Time-tabled Carg

New Delhi:
Indian Railways has
taken a significant step
in freight logistics by
launching  scheduled,
commodity-specif-
ic, time-tabled cargo
services, connecting
key production and
consumption  centres
across the northern re-
gion. These services aim
to improve customer
satisfaction, ensure
reliable transit times
and provide indus-
try-aligned  logistics
solutions.

The newly intro-
duced services include
the Annapurna Ser-
vice from Ludhiana to
Varanasi, transporting
foodgrains over 704
km in an average of 17
hours; Gati-Vahan Ser-
vice from Farrukhnagar
(Haryana) to Lucknow
for automobiles, cover-
ing 557 km in 28 hours,
down from the earlier
70-hour transit; Niry-
aat Cargo Service from
Garhi to Mundra Port
for containers, covering
1061 km in 32 hours;

RN DELENG 2014756486 Vol
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and Anantnag Cement
Cargo Service from
Roopnagar to Anantnag,
transporting cement
over 586 km in 31 hours.

Extensive  planning
and coordination were
undertaken with freight
stakeholders, including
FCI, automobile oper-
ators, container train
operators and adjacent
railway zones, to chart
suitable paths across
inter-divisional and in-
ter-zonal networks. Ini-
tially introduced as trial
services, these time-ta-
bled cargo trains have
now stabilised and are
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operating efficiently.
The feedback from
customers has been
highly encouraging. FCI
appreciated the Annap-
urna Service for im-
proving the dispatch of
sponsored foodgrains
from surplus areas of
Punjab and Haryana to
deficit regions in Uttar
Pradesh, allowing bet-
ter labour and truck
planning at unloading
points. Maruti Suzuki
Ltd. highlighted the Ga-
ti-Vahan Service's re-
duction in transit time
from 70 hours to 28
hours, helping ensure

(7D 2nd Printed at The Incian Express
120-4241264, 9618799941, Noid:

delivery commitments
comparable to road
transport.  Exporters
using the Niryaat Cargo
Service reported tran-
sit times of less than
40 hours to Mundra
Port, enabling timely
coordination with ports
and shipping compa-
nies. Cement firms
welcomed the Anant-
nag Cement Cargo Ser-
vice and the opening
of the Anantnag goods

shed, which stream-
lined labour and truck
operations,  boosting

rake dispatches despite
weather disruptions.

8, Sec

for UP International Trade Show 2025

ed to complete helipad
construction on schedule.
Safety and logistics were
key discussion points,
with fire safety measures,
uninterrupted power
supply, and cleanliness
of the stage and helipad
highlighted. The Fire De-
partment confirmed its
readiness to meet safety
requirements, and the
Traffic Department pre-
sented detailed traffic
management plans, in-
cluding signage, desig-
nated zones for damaged
vehicles, and the availa-
bility of JCBs and Hydras.

He termed those who
claim that the Centre
imposes the three
language policy on
states as “politically
motivated”.

English, he said rest of
the population prefer to
speak in their mother
tongue.

He quoted Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu’s
comments that he would
encourage Telugu speak-
ing students to learn as
many as 10 languages
so that every Telugu boy
would become ‘globally
competitive’ and they
would be proficient in
different languages.

“Language is always a
facilitator. Those with
politically narrow ideas
are creating this prob-
lem,” Pradhan said.

Referring to his past
visits to Tamil Nadu, the
minister said, “I have
toured all part of Tamil
Nadu. It is essentially
a linguistic state. I am
Odia. T am very proud of
my Odia language. But I
am also proud of other

Staff Reporter
New Delhi:

A public
system was also man-
dated to ensure smooth
communication  during
the event.

Ensuring food safe-
ty was another priority,
with Food Safety Officers
to be deployed at hotels
and food stalls across the
venue. In addition, the
installation of CCTV cam-
eras in parking areas and
the provision of reliable
network services through
Reliance and Jio were di-
rected to facilitate securi-
ty and connectivity.

“Swachhata Hi Seva”
Campaign is being or-
ganized on the occasion
of Mahatma Gandhi’s
birthday on 2nd October,
to make his dream come
true and to fulfill his
commitment to cleanli-
ness.

On the Indian Rail-
ways this year from

Dharmendra Pradhan

Indian languages.”

“With full responsibili-
ty I am telling you today,
those who want to create
this language division,
they have failed. Society
is moving way ahead of
them, “ he said.

Responding to a query
about the Centre not re-
leasing the funds under
the Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan scheme to the
state, he said, the Tamil
Nadu government has to
accept the MoU offered
by the Government of
India under the scheme.

“Because the govern-
ment of India is abiding
by its policies and it has
to be mutual. You can-
not impose your politi-
cal priority on the inter-
ests of students of Tamil
Nadu,” he said.

“Iam ready to go ahead
with all kinds of cooper-
ation. But there has to
be some mutual under-
standing,” he added.

According to  the
Ministry of Education,
the Samagra Shiksha
scheme is an integrat-
ed scheme for school
education covering the
entire gamut from pre-
school to Class 12.

“Swachhata Hi Seva” campaign
being organised on Railways
from 17th Sept to 2nd Oct.

being organized to cre-
ate awareness as part of
this campaign.

Today, saplings were
planted at Railway sta-
tions, Railway Colo-
nies, etc. The objective
of this plantation drive
is to make the railway
premises, railway col-
onies and surrounding
areas clean and green,
thereby promoting en-

17th September to 2nd
“Swachhata
Hi Seva” campaign is
being organized on the
theme of “Swachhot-
sav”. Many events are

virc 1 protection.
The officers and em-
ployees of the division
actively  participated
in this tree plantation
drive.

Kirori Mal College NGO jointly launch
mobile app for stray dog management

New Delhi:

Delhi University’s Kirori
Mal College and Stay-
Pawsitive Trust on Sun-
day jointly launched a
mobile application to
document and monitor
stray dogs in the city,
aiming for better man-
agement and welfare.

The digital tool will
help in  documenting
and monitoring stray
dogs, allowing real-time
tracking, medical alerts
and health records to
ensure timely vaccina-
tion and treatment, ac-
cording to a statement
issued by the college.

As part of the tech-
nology-driven initiative
aimed at the welfare of
stray dogs, free vaccina-
tion camps were organ-
ised, and QR-coded dig-
ital ID collars were also
distributed. The collars
enable instant scanning
to check a dog’s vacei-
nation and health status,
creating what organisers
described as a “safety
net” for both animals
and residents, it read.

College principal
utam Budh Nagar-201301{UP) an Pu
tor-2, Naid, Utar Pracesh. 2

Dinesh Khattar said the
partnership reflects the
institution’s commitment
to social responsibility.
“By providing free
vaccinations and digital
collars, we are not only
ensuring the health of
the stray animals on our
campus but also setting
a precedent for a more
humane and responsible

1439/40,
orial. 0120

4, Shahdara, Delhi-1
Circulation: 85869

community,” he said.

He added that the pro-
ject, run by the college’s
eco-club ‘Bhoomi’, aims
to promote empathy and

compassion  alongside
academics.
StayPawsitive  Trust

co-founder Kshipra Jha
said the project blends
empathy with innova-
tion.

citor, Praveen Attee (Respansble
Email, eciterial@topstarypape

EC sets
September
30 deadline
for voter list
cleanup prep
ahead of SIR

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

Several state CEOs
have already put up the
voter lists published af-
ter their last SIR on their
websites.

The website of the Del-
hi CEO has the voter list
from 2008, when the

last intensive revision
took place in the nation-
al capital.

In Uttarakhand, the
Jast SIR took place in
2006 and the elector-
al roll from that year is
now on the state CEO's
website.

The last SIR in states
will serve as the cut-off
date, just as the 2003
voter list of Bihar is be-
ing used by the EC for
intensive revision.

Most states had the
last SIR between 2002
and 2004 and have
nearly completed map-
ping of current electors
with those as per the last
intensive revision.

The EC has said that
after Bihar, SIR will be
carried out in the entire

country.
Assembly elections in
Assam, Kerala, Pudu-

cherry, Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal are due in
2026.
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BLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the Public at large
that my client Smt Kamaljeet
Kaur Wio Sh. Harkirat Singh, Rio
Vishnu Park, Plot No.60,
ar, New Delhu -110018,
duly authorized General
Attomey holder of Sh
Harjinder  Singh  Chandi |
and legal owner of Properly
WZ-961, Rani Bagh, Shakur Basti,
Delhi. My client has reported the
loss of a fold aming  the

property. The public is requested to
contact our client at 9899933576,
if the documents are found, then a
suitable reward will be provided
for their retun and assistance only
within one week of this publication.
Furthermore, a lost report has
been filed with the relevant police
authorities Any misuse of those
original _property documents for
unauthorized and illegal purposes
is srictly prohibited, and any
individual engaging/indulging
in such actions will be subject to
legal prosecution. Any actions
taken conceming those documents
are undertaken at the individual's
own risk and may result in legal
consequences and may also face
repercussion

Ch No. 40, Tehsil Building,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-110054
Mob.: 8800562747

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is 10 inform 1o the public at
large that my client Smt Sunita
arkeshwar Mehto Rio RZ-
349, Gali No. 110, West Kailashpuri,
New Delhi have disowned/debarred
her son namely Sumesh aged about
5 years S/o Tarkeshwar Mehto and
his wife namely Suman aged about
24 years Wio Sumesh Rio RZ
349, Gab No. 9, West Kailushpuri,
New Delhi from her movable
and immovable properties due to
their egoistic, quarrelsome nature
misbehave, out of control. if any one
dealing, transaction and illegal acts
done by them and whomsoever acts
with them shall be their own risk and
costs. My client shall not be lisble
for any act, done by them in any
‘manner whatsoever in future
MANOJ KUMAR SINGH

SECTOR-10, DWARKA

COUR
MOBIL

EW DELHI- 110075
9999670181

Selection of news urder the Press & Registrarion
ry,_2007 "
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33 kv power
substation to
be setup in
Dadri

Noida:

A 33 kv power substa-
tion will be constructed
at Badalpur in Dadri,
Greater Noida, at a cost
of 14 crore. The elec-
tricity department has
made this decision in
light of the growing pop-
ulation and the needs of
the area.

This power substation
will directly benefit the
residents of the Achheja
and Sadpur areas. Cur-
rently, these areas face
a serious power supply
problem. During the
summer  season, pow-
er outages often last for
two days, disrupting
people’s daily routines.

The situation became
so dire that local resi-
dents protested sever-
al times. They staged a
n at the suhstatwn,
lod\mg the main gate,
and holding officials
hostage. The tender pro-
cess for the new substa-
tion has now been com-
pleted, and construction
will begin soon.

Woman found
hanging at
home in east
Delhi suicide
suspected

New Delhi:

‘A 32-year-old woman
was found hanging at
her residence in east
Delhi’s Ghazipur with
police suspecting it to
be a case of suicide, of-
ficials said on Sunday.

According to police, a
PCR call was received
on September 17 about
a suspected suicide at
Rajbir Colony in Ghar-
oli Extension.

A police team rushed
to the spot and found
the woman hanging
from a ceiling fan with
a saree inside a locked
room.

“The door was forcibly
opened and the woman
was immediately tak-
en to the Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hospital, where
doctors  declared her
dead,” a senior police
officer said.

Man stabbed
to death in
Bawana
clash one
apprehended

o New Delhi:

‘A 27-year-old man was
stabbed to death while
another was injured
during a clash between
two groups at the JJ
Colony in the Bawana
area of outer north Del-
hi, police said on Sun-
day.

The incident occurred
at around 9 pm on Sat-
urday near Dholak Wali
Masjid in E-block of the
colony, where the two
groups confronted each
other over a dispute re-
lated to work, they said.

During the clash, the
vietim, identified as
Mohammad Raja alias
Badsha (27), sustained
multiple stab injuries
on his head and waist.

“He was rushed to Ma-
harishi Valmiki Hos-
pital in Pooth, where
doctors declared him
brought dead. Another
man, Mohammad Ak-
bar (23), also suffered
injuries in the clash
and was admitted to

| TOPSTORY, De, Monpay 22, Sepremscr 2025 |

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
declares India’s future bright

Staff Reporter

New Delh:

Delhi Chief Minister

Rekha Gupta on Sunday

expressed optimism for

India’s future during the

‘Viksit Bharat Art Camp —

Seva Pakhwada’ event in
Mehrauli.

She stated that India
is on the path to be-
coming a global leader
and emphasized the im-
portance of preserving
historical monuments,
aligning this effort with
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modji’s vision.

The art camp involved
around 1,000 children
and 75 young artists who
showcased their creativ-
ity, and it was a collabo-
rative effort between the
Delhi Government's De-
partment of Art, Culture,
and Language and the
Sahitya Kala Parishad.

CM Gupta highlight-
ed the event as a cele-
bration of India’s cul-
ture and art, coinciding
with Prime Minister
Modi's birthday. She

M Rekha Gupta declares India's future bright

mentioned that four
recently restored mon-
uments were dedicated
during the program. The
Chief Minister under-
lined the importance
of preserving heritage
alongside national de-

velopment and noted
that 14 monuments are
currently  being  pre-
served for future gener-
ations.

jupta shared her per-
sonal memories associ-
ated with the Mehrauli

Gupta govt’s “MLA on Wheels” plan
is a gimmick , says Delhi Congress

Staff Reporter
New Delhi:

Delhi  Pradesh Con-
gress Committee pres-
ident Devender Yadav
here on Sunday said
that “MLA on Wheels”
plan is a latest gim-
mick launched by CM
Rekha Gupta after fail-
ing to address the many
pressing issues affect-
ing the people over the
past seven months.

The Delhi govern-
ment launched the
“MLA on Wheels—Rekha
Sarkar Aapke Dva: a
mobile office that will
travel across the 70 as-
sembly segments to “re
solve public grievances'.
However, Yadav said
that the vehicle flagged
off from Old Panka Road
in the Janakpuri assem-
bly constituency, repre-
sented by Delhi home
and education minis-
ter Ashish Sood, was a
mere publicity stunt.

Yadav said that it was
ironic that the vehi-
cle was launched from
minister Sood’s con-
stituency in Janakpuri
where residents have
been battling with con-
taminated drinking wa-
ter issue for the past
many months, with the
NGT overseeing the is-
sue in Janakpuri's A-1

Block where sewage
has been found mixed
with drinking water.

He said that the res-
idents welfare associa-
tion of the colony had
filed a petition with the

NGT in March, com-
plaining about con-
taminated drinking

water, but neither CM
Rekha Gupta nor lo-
cal MLA and minister
Sood solved this prob-
lem for over the past six
months.

The BJP had prom-
ised to solve the many
issues affecting thecap-
ital as soon as it came
to power, but over the
past seven months,
people have been fed

only with promises and
not solutions for their
problems by the Gupta
government, and the
launch of the mobile
office will make no dif-
ference in solving their
problems, he further
said.

Yadav said that BJP
had promised Rs 2500
per month to every
woman head of a family
in its election manifes-
to, and even PM Naren-
dra Modi had promised
that this promise will
be implemented in the
very first cabinet meet-
ing of the new BJP gov-
ernment, but the poor
women are still waiting
for this amount.

area, reiterating the gov-
ernment’s commitment
to beautifying historical
sites in accordance with
the Prime Minister’s vi-
sion. She praised the art-
work created by the chil-
dren and emphasized

At “Viksit
Bharat Art Camp
- Seva Pakhwada’
in  Mehrauli, C™m
Witnesses Creativity
of Artists and Children

that these pieces reflect
the future of India. Gup-
ta encouraged collective
efforts to advance both
the nation and Delhi,
commending the Minis-
try of Art, Culture, and
Language for organizing
hy

ture, and Language, Ka-
pil Mishra, stated that
the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park has under-
gone significant resto-
ration and is evolving
into a notable tourist at-
traction. He mentioned
ongoing projects to re-
store 14 historical mon-
uments, four of which
have already been com-
plet showcasing the
evolution of these sites
through an exhibition.

Noida Authority to construct
new road in sector 145

Noida :
The Noida Authority is
going to construct an

approximately  18-kilo-
meter-long  road in
sector 145, near the
Noida-Greater Noida Ex-
pressway.

The road construction
work will begin by the
end of next month. This
road will facilitate com-
muters. Noida Authori-
ty officials stated that a
tender for the road was
issued last month. The
technical bids for this
tender have been opened.
The financial bids are
now to be opened.

The Noida Authority
is developing sector 145,
a residential area. Parks,
roads, green belts, sew-
ers, and drains will be
constructed. This sector
has over 2,000 5-percent

plots.

According to the Noida
Authority officials con-
cerned, financial bids
will be opened within the
next week. The agency
offering the lowest bid
will be awarded the re-
sponsibility for building
the road. This process
will be completed within
15-20 days of the opening
of the financial bids.

The construction of
this  18-kilometer-long
road will cost approxi-
mately T24 crore. It is
expected that once work
begins, the road will be
completed within the
next four to five months.
The land in sector 145
where the authority is
now planning to build a
road and carry out other
work was previously oc-
cupied by people. In June
of this year, the authority
took major action and
removed encroachments
from approximately 31
hectare of land.

There is a proposal to
give 5 percent land to
over 2,200 farmers here.
They have been demand-
ing five percent land in
exchange for land acqui-
sition for along time. The
case related to this land
was decided in favour of
the Noida Authority.

The construction of the
drain will cost approxi-
mately I63 crore. Sew-
age pumping stations
will be built. The officials
concerned said that in
addition to the road and
drain, a sewage pumping
station and line are also
proposed. This work will
cost ¥9.85 crore.

Delhi Govt. Launches study on “Smog-
Eating” coatings to tackle pollution

Diksha
New Delhi:
The Delhi Government
has rolled out a 24x7,
year-round environ-
mental action plan to
strengthen  the
fight against air p
tion through technolo-
gy-driven interventions
and scientific validation.

In a recent directive,
Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa
instructed the Envi-
ronment  Department
to conduct a focused
study on “smog-eating”
photocatalytic coatings.
These coatings, which
can be applied on roads,
concrete, and tiles, are
designed to neutralise
harmful pollutants such
as nitrogen dioxide and
hydrocarbons in  are-
as where citizens live,
travel, and work.

“Delhi will evaluate
and adopt the best of
proven photocatalytic
technologies, prioritis-
ing safety, sustainabil-
ity and measurable re-
sults to deliver cleaner
air faster,” said Sirsa.
He stressed that the
fight against pollution
is personal and directly
linked to the health of
children, seniors, and

3 injured in stabbing during robbery
attempt in Amar Colony; 2 held

New Delhi:

Three people, including
a law student and a box-
er, were injured when
they were stabbed dur-
ing a robbery attempt in
southeast Delhi’'s Amar
Colony area, an official
said on Sunday.

The incident occurred
at around 10.15 PM on
Saturday when a PCR
call alerted police that
some men had tried to
rob a person and at-
tacked him with a knife.

“The caller also men-
tioned that two accus
had been caught by lo-
cals,” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (South-

the same hospital. His | east) Hemant Tiwari
condition is reported | saidina statement.

to be stable,” Deputy Accordlngtopoh(f,the
C issi of Police identified
(Outernorth) Haresh- | as Mithoo, was return-

war Swami said in a
statement.

Following the in-
cident, a police team
reached the spot and
collected evidence.
Raja's body was later
shifted to BJRM Hos-
pital for post-mortem
examination.

ing home when he was
pushed from behind
near Sheetla Mata Man-
dir

“Four

people  sur-
rounded him, restrained
him, assaulted him

and robbed his mobile
phone. On his cries for
help, local residents in-

3injured in Amar Colony robbery stabbing, 2 arrested - File Photo

tervened.

“In the scuffle, one
of the accused attacked
with a knife, injuring
Mithoo and two others
-- 20-year-old Bhavishya
alias Nakul, a first-year
LLB student, and Taksh,
a practising bw\er, said
the DCP.

The officer said the in-
jured were immediately
rushed to AIIMS Trau-

ma Centre for treatment.
Mithoo sustained lacerat-
ed wounds and abrasions,
Nakul suffered a stitched
lacerated wound on his
thigh, while Taksh had a
lacerated wound on his
buttock.

“The public managed
to overpower two of the
accused — identified as
Akaash alias Baccha (21),
a resident of Gadhi vil-

lage with a previous theft
case against him, and a
16-year-old juvenile from
Okhla. Both were handed
over to the police,” said
the DCP.

While the two accused
were nabbed on the spot,
two of their associates
managed to flee. Efforts
are being made to trace
and apprehend them, he
said.

The police said Akaash
has been formally arrest-
ed, while procedures un-
der the Juvenile Justice
Act are being followed for
the apprehended minor.
Both have undergone
medical examination.

A case was registered
at the Amar Colony po-
lice station under relevant
provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita. The matter
is under investigation, and
raids are being conducted
to trace the remaining ac-
cused, police said.

Police verified the back-
ground details of the in-
jured. Nakul had played
football at the school level
in Mussoorie in Uttara-
khand, said the DCP.

hY
workers.

The Environment
Department has been
tasked with selecting
a reputed scientific
partner within 30 days,
conducting field trials

updates. A f\na] report
will be delivered with-

in six months. Based
on the findings, the
government will con-

slder scaling up the
techuologv across busy

proves effective and af-
fordable.

Sirsa also highlight-
ed the role of the Delhi
Innovators’ Challenge
in driving people-pow-
ered solutions. The
challenge has attracted
students, startups, and
experts with fresh ideas

“Bring your best ideas—

& i) Ry
for tackling pollution.

Delhi will test them,
fund what works, and
take it citywide so every

The government has
committed to transpar-
ency and accountahility
at every step, keeping
citizens at the heart of
its  pollution-control
strategy.

Boy 4 bludgeoned with stone by
teenage neighbour in central Delhi

New Delhi:

A four-year-old boy was
allegedly kidnapped and
bludgeoned with a stone
by a teenage neighbour
out of revenge in central
Delhi’s Anand Parbat area,
police said.

The boy had gone miss-
ing on Friday, when after
returning home from tu-
ition, he went out to play
in the Baljeet Nagar area
near his house, police said.

A missing person case
was filed at the Anand
Parbat Police Station at
the boy's mother's com-
plaint.

“During the investiga-
tion, CCTV footage from
the locality was analysed,
and the boy was seen
with a neighbour, later
identified as a 15-year-
old school dropout. He
was apprehended from
his residence,” an officer
said.

Upon  interrogation,
the teenager disclosed
that both families lived
in the same premises on
rent and there had been
quarrels between them,
police said.

On Friday afternoon,
he had taken his land-

lord’s motorcycle and
abandoned it in another
locality. When the vie-
tim's  mother informed
the landlord, his father
scolded and beat him. He
decided to kill the younger
boy to avenge the beating,
the officer said.

Around 6.30 pm, the
juvenile lured the child
to a secluded space in
Ramjas Park, where he
pushed him from a cliff,
about 30 feet high. He
then struck the child on
the head with a stone.

The boy did not die and

“Teen neighbour kills 4-year-old boy with stone in Central Delhi - Flle Photo

was found in critical con-
dition. He was rushed to
Lady Hardinge Medical
College Hospital and
later shifted to Kalawati
Saran Hospital, where he
remained in the ICU for
two days and then died,
the officer said.

A tense atmosphere
prevails in the area since
the killing.

Scores of locals gath-
ered when the boy's
father carried his body
to Anand Parbat Police
Station and shouted for
Jjustice.
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Amrit Bharat Express: India’s People’s
Train Driving a New Era of Connectivity

ndian Railways has been also known as the

lifeline of the country. It accommodates more

than 2.3 crore passengers a day and it is nei-

ther just a transport system but a socio-eco-

nomic support system. The Amrit Bharat
Express has become a game-changer in this large
ecosystem - a low-cost, modern and inclusive venture
that is changing the way Indians travel. Although it
addresses the hopes of the whole country, its trans-
formational effects are especially notable in Bihar,
a government where the destinies of its inhabitants
were always largely dependent on the connection via
rail.

Amrit Bharat is the real people train unlike premi-
um trains which just serve a small number of people.
The trains are non-AC superfast trains and are de-
signed to be offered at a price close to that of tradi-
tional mail and express trains, but offering the com-
fort of the modern day. A sleeper ticket of Patna-Delhi
Amrit Bharat only runs around 560, which is not very
expensive compared to normal trains but the ride is
jerk free, seats are better, bio-vacuum toilets, LED
lighting and even mobile charging point. They have

(T

By OM PRAKASH

IRTS (Rtd), Ex PCCM NR and
Ex PCCM WCR.

such features as fire detection systems,
matic couplers and onboard condition monitoring
without sacrificing on the affordable aspect.

Amrit Bharat trains are growing rapidly at a nation
level. There are already over a dozen routes in oper-
ation, and the Railways are already planning to in-
troduce as many as 200 of such trainsets within the
next few years. They are all manufactured in India as
part of the Make in India program, and are not only a
breakthrough in passenger service, but also an indus-
trial one. Individual rakes of the trains cost approx-
imately 65 crore to ma.nu.facture, wherein the train
manufactures employment in the factories, supply
chains, and maintenance facilities as well as enhanc-
ing India self-reliance in terms of railway technology.

In no other state is the social and economic effect
more evident than in Bihar. Amrit Bharat services
have opened the first 14 services and 10 of them di-
rectly relate to Bihar- a key point which brings out
the centrality of the state in this new connectivity era.
Darbhanga, Patna, Saharsa, Motihari, and Sitamar-
hi as well as Gaya now have direct services to Del-
hi, Mumbai, Lucknow, Amritsar and even Bengalu-

he forest resources of India have always
been a victim of encroachments ever since
India attained freedom in 1947. Because
of land hunger and involvement of poli-
ticians and social activists, the encroach-
ments on forests have been given different colour and
explanation by different groups. It is a well-known
fact that India’s food and water security is depend-
ent on a healthy forest resource. The forest land en-
croachment has evolved into a chronic environmen-
tal and socio-political crisis, eroding biodiver:
exacerbating climate vulnerability, and dlsplaclng
tribal and rural poor communities. Driven by popu-
lation pressures, economic demands, and weak insti-

ru. The new 3,129-km Jogbani— Erode Amrit Bharat
Express also connects the north-eastern extremity
of Bihar with the south, Tamil Nadu, in one weekly

service, binding two ends of the country together. To
students, employees and families, this translates to
less time of travelling, easier commuting, and a sure

Encroachment crisis threatens

ecology, food and water security

By Vijay Garg

tutional frameworks, this issue has been si
worsened by political actions — ranging from popu-
list policies to regulatory dilutions — that prioritise
short-term gains over sustainable conservation.

As on March 2024, according to the report sub-
mitted by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and

Climate Change in the National Green Tribunal, a
figure of over 1.3 million hectares of forest land re-
mains encroached across 25 States and Union Terri-
tories. These States and UTs are Andaman & Nicobar

Islands, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli
and Daman & Diu, Kerala, Lakshadweep, Maharash-
tra, Odisha, Puducherry, Punjab Tamil Nadu, Tripu-
ra, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Sikkim,
Madhya Pradesh Mizoram and Manipur. States and
UTs still to submit the data and details on forest en-
croachment are Bihar, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh
and Rajasthan, Telangana, West Bengal, Nagaland,
Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh. Assam
(3,620.9 sq km) and Madhya Pradesh (5,460.9 sq
km) are worst affected, followed by Karnataka and
Maharashtra. This represents a continuation of
trends where India has lost significant forest cover,
including 18,200 hectares of natural forest in 2024
alone, according to Global Forest Watch.

There have historically been various reasons for
the encroachments on forests. Driven by land hun-
ger, many communities cleared the forest for farming
and housing, especially in tribal areas. Large chunks
of forests are legally diverted for developmental pur-
poses like dams, irrigation, roads, railway and min-
ing projects, and other developmental works. Urban
expansion and illegal mining have also taken a great
toll on the primary forests. Since 2014, over 1.73
lakh hectares of forest land have been approved for
diversion for non-forestry purposes in India under
the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980, between 1 April
2014 and 31 March 2024, as per the figures present-
ed in Parliament. Illegal felling of trees by villagers,
smugglers and poachers is also a very serious prob-
lem.

Forest reservation after the establishment of the
Indian Forest Department in 1864 has always been
a subject of debate and discussion, even among the
British. Baden Powell, the British civil servant who
also worked as Conservator of Forests in Punjab, had
always espoused the cause of totalitarian control of
forests due to ecological and economic reasons. Com-
pared to him, the German forester Dietrich Brandis,
who was appointed as Inspector General of Forests
from 1864 to 1883, adopted a pro-people line and,

because of him, while the reservation of forests was
done, two-thirds of forests were left for the people’s
use.

However, in many places there were clashes, but
by and large the scientific management of forests
ensured better fire protection and soil and moisture
conservation. The 1894 forest policy of the colonial
regime subordinated forestry to agriculture and large
tracts of forests were diverted for agriculture for food
production, but it also gave more control to the State
for commercial exploitation, especially for expansion
of the railway network. A lot of protection forests

I
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were created for soil, moisture, and water conserva-
tion which boosted agriculture.

However, this policy went topsy-turvy because of
the First World War during 1914 to 1918 when the
British Navy needed timbers. The British tried to im-
prove things by creating forestry training institutions
and the Forest Research Institute, but the two World
Wars heavily i d the sound of for-
ests. After independence, the ex-princely states incor-
porated as reserve and protected forests were mostly
degraded and also the cause of friction in many plac-
es. This friction continued, on the one hand, by the
activists who claimed that the reservation process

bridge to the opportunities in metropolitan India.

The fiscal spillovers are high. Rural supply chains
are reinforced by small traders and farmers sending
their goods to big city markets within a short time
because these trains were equipped with parcel vans.
Better connectivity contributes to local business in
and around the stations, such as rickshaw pullers
and tea sellers, hotels and handicraft traders. These

further en} d by the Amrit Bharat
Station Scheme by the government which is mod-
ernizing over 1300 stations (98 in Bihar) to provide
modern marketplaces where artisans could market
their goods directly to travelers (Madhubani paint-
ings or the local sweets).

Tourism, too, is set for a boost. Bihar has been
plagued by inaccessibility due to its heritage treas-
ures such as Bodh Gaya, Nalanda and Patna Sahib
among others. It is now much easier to visit the state
with direct cheap trains to Gaya, Sitamarhi, and Pat-
na allowing pilgrims and other international visitors
to explore the state. On the contrary, Bihars will have
an easier time traveling to such tourist destinations
as the Golden Temple in Amritsar or Haridwar in Ut-
tarakhand, which contributes to the further culture
exchange and inter-state tourism.

Finally, Amrit Bharat is not merely a steel on
wheels, but indicative of the inclusive development.
It is changing the way millions of people move by
bringing modern technology and cost-effectiveness
together and is driving the expansion of industries,
tourism, and livelihoods. It is a move towards the
future-ready railways to India; it is a new chapter
where the connectivity will be the driving force of as-
piration, opportunity, and pride to Bihar.

was bulldozed on people by the government.

This helped promote encroachments under po-
litical patronage until the Forest Conservation Act
was enacted in 1980 after the 42nd Constitutional
Amendment Bill brought forest and wildlife as con-
current subjects.

Forest and its biodiversity cannot speak for itself.
‘Whatever the history, it is a fact that forests and for-
esters are treated as road blockers by most of the
political parties who rule, as the concept of conser-
vation clashes with the interests of voters and prior-
ities for development. The situation becomes grim
as the mineral, tribal and forest maps overlap. Even
after enactment of the Forest Rights Act in 2006, the
encroachment problem has not subsided; rather, the
degraded forests have increased to 28 million hec-
tares.

The FSIreport of 2023 clearly shows that more than
50 per cent of the natural forests have deficient re-
generation. When this writer was IGF in the Ministry,
only 3.5 lakh hectares of land were under encroach-
ment before 1980 when the government agreed to
regularise these encroachments, and around 13 lakh
hectares were after 1980 in 2001. Now under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006, the Ministry of Trib-
al Affairs website states that 50,75,083.51 acres of
forests under individual rights have been vested to
23,86,670 families. Similarly, 181,98,863.89 acres of
forests were vested as community rights to 1,21,705
communities. Naturally, the Act, at the behest of
Gram Sabha, distributed and bartered away forests
which were not encroached. The process is still going
on despite nineteen years of enactment of the Act.

The Act is becoming a political tool to garner votes
in the name of issuing land parcels to tribal families.
There are reports of heavy encroachments all over
and unless a last date is fixed for application submis-
sion, the medicine for correcting historical injustice
is gradually becoming a ‘poison’ for the forests and
the people dependent on forests.

It is high time that the RSS affiliate Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram, which has been single-mindedly supporting
this Act, realises and gives leadership so that genuine
tribals do not suffer in the long term and must root
for a deadline for filing applications. The Ministry of
Tribal Affairs is oblivious of the serious repercussions
that are unfolding for the country’s ecological, food,
and water security.

The mandarins in government must not fall prey
to concerted attempts by foreign-funded NGOs to
criticise the forest departments unfairly for meeting
their vested agenda. The community rights can only
become productive if they are made part of a sound
working plan prescription. Planting trees is simple,
but manning fgrests needs professional inputs. Indi-
an forests are crying hoarse to stop further legal or
illegal depredation of forests. Nature has started tak-
ing revenge, as witnessed in this monsoon. Time to
think and think again.
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Haryana CM
inaugurates Rabi
agriculture fair
in Hisar

Hisar:
Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini
on Sunday called upon
farmers to adopt agri-
cultural diversification
and give priority to the
production of coarse
grains.

He said the Harya-
na government always
stands  firmly  with
farmers and is contin-
uously taking concrete
steps to make agricul-
ture more profitable
and sustainable.

Encouraging farmers
to embrace new oppor-
tunities, the Chief Min-
ister said by adopting
activities such as me-
dicinal plant cultivation,
beekeeping, mushroom
production, and vege-
table, flower, and fruit
farming, farmers can
multiply their income.

He assured that the
state government will
continue to provide all
possible facilities, in-
centives, and support to
farmers in this direction.

The Chief Minister
was addressing a gath-
ering after inaugurating
the Rabi Agriculture Fair
organised by Chaudhary
Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural University,
here.
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Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini flags
off ‘Namo Yuva Run in Kurukshetra

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
aryana Chief
Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on
Sunday flagged off the
“Namo Yuva Run” mar-
athon at the Dronacha-
rya Sports Stadium in
Kurukshetra, an event
organized to mark the
birthday of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.
Saini not only inaugu-
rated the run but also
joined the participants
on the track, sharing in
the enthusiasm of the
yOung runners.
Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief Minis-
ter said the marathon
was more than just a
five-kilometer race, call-
ing it a symbol of the
energy, determination,
and commitment of the
youth to nation-build-
ing. He stressed that the
initiative by the Skill De-
velopment and Industri-
al Training Department
was a meaningful step
toward shaping a bright-
er future for young peo-

e.

Saini underlined that
the government has
honoured the dignity
and merit of youth by
ensuring transparent

recruitment  processes,
with 1.80 lakh jobs pro-
vided without influence
or bribery. He added
that the marathon em-
bodied a larger vision of
progress, unity, and in-
spiration, while praising
Prime Minister Modi's
leadership for instilling
the dream of a “New In-
dia.”

He highlighted na-

Mandi boosts relief work with
3446 Cr MNREGA projects

Rajan Punchhi

. ‘Mand
Mandi di: admin-
istration has intensified
efforts to restore nor-
maley in disaster-hit
areas, with $6.63 crore
already spent under the
Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MNREGA). The scheme
is being nsed to rebuild
damaged infrastructure
and revive farming activ-
ities disrupted by heavy
rains and landslides.

Deputy Commission-
er Apoorv Devgan said
that 26,481 works worth
446.09 crore have
been approved for the
financial year 2025-26.
Of these, 1,498 projects
are already underway.
The works include re-
building rural roads,
repairing drains, restor-
ing cultivable land and
reconstructing washed-
out footbridges. So far,
nearly 150 footbridges
and blocked roads have
been reopened, easing
access to remote villages.
Clearing mud and debris
from agricultural land is
also helping farmers re-
turn to cultivation.

To ease recovery,

both the state and cen-

tral governments have
introduced special pro-
visions. The state has

amended MNREGA
rules to exempt gram
panchayats from the

mandatory 20-work re-
quirement and raised
the limit for land reform
projects from %1 lakh to
%2 lakh. This has led to
the approval of 7,846
works  worth ¥120.30
crore. The Centre has
also extended MNRE-
GA  benefits, allowing

. >
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170 days of work per job
card holder, including
50 additional man-days,
which will directly sup-
port thousands of fami-
lies in the district.
Devgan noted that
with the monsoon sea-
son receding, the pace
of work is galhexmg mo-

compensate for disaster
losses but also strength-
en livelihoods and help
villages move towards
self-reliance.

tional _initiatives such
as Make in India, Digi-
tal India, Startup India,
and Skill India, noting
that true development
requires collective ef-
fort. “Skills are the real
strength of young peo-
ple,” he said, urging
them to focus equally on
health, fitness, and con-
tinuous learning.

The Chief Minister

pointed to efforts in
Haryana to expand op-
portunities for youth,
including the establish-
ment of Shri Vishwakar-
ma Skill Development
University in Palwal,
training for over L10
lakh young people under
the Haryana Skill Devel-
opment Mission, and a
new Startup Policy that
has already supported

nearly 9,500 ventures.
He also emphasized the
role of the newly creat-
ed MSME Department
in boosting job creation
and the Department of
Foreign Cooperation in
protecting youth seeking
opportunities abroad.

Saini praised Hary-
ana’s athletes for their
remarkable perfor-
mances in international
competitions, includ-
ing the recent Paris
Olympics  where the
state’s players contrib-
uted four of India’s six
medals. He noted that
medal winners are be-
ing rewarded with cash
prizes of up to Rs 6
crore, government jobs,
and monthly honorari-
ums.

Calling India the
“mother of demoeracy,”
Saini urged the youth
to actively engage in
politics to foster mod-
ern, progressive lead-
ership and move away
from dvnaslv»drwen
prachces -
ana is steadily dd\'anuug
toward a future where
young people are em-
powered with self-re-
spect, self-reliance, and
meaningful employ-
ment.

Chowkidar union protests
recovery of salary hike

ay
idar Union in Mandi
has strongly opposed
the government’s move
to recover the T25 daily
wage increase that was
granted last year.

In March 2024, the
state government had
announced the incre-
ment for daily-wage
Panchayat Chowkidars,
and many had already
begun receiving the re-
vised pay. However, a
year later, recovery or-
ders have been issued.
According to the de-
partment, the payments
were released without
proper notification, and
are now being with-
drawn.

The decision has left
the Chowkidars furious.
On Sunday, the Man-
di District Panchayat
Chowkidar Union held a

meeting at the Mata Bhi-
makali Temple complex
under the leadership of
district president Ghan-
shyam Thakur. Mem-
bers expressed anger
over the rollback and de-
manded the government
immediately stop the re-
covery process.
Ghanshyam also called
for the retirement age of
Chowkidars to be raised
from 58 to 60 years, and
for the regularization of
workers who have com-
pleted 12 years of service.

Union secretary Rajku-
mar questioned whether
the state was being run by
the Chief Minister or by
officials of the Panchayati
Raj Department who “is-
sue such orders at will.”
He warned that if the
government does not ad-
dress their demands, the
union will move to court
and begin a large-scale
agitation.

Fight cancer with knowledge and courage,
says Prof. G.K. Rath at Gorakhpur Symposium”

Staff Reporter

Gorakhpu
Gorakhpur  witnessed
a significant medical
gathering as a major
scientific symposium on
oncology, titled “CME
on Oncology,” was or-
ganized at a hotel in Mo-
haddipur. The event was
held under the joint ae-
gis of Hanuman Prasad
Poddar Cancer Hospital
& Research Institute and
the Indian Medical As-
sociation (IMA), Gora-
khpur, drawing leading
experts and healthcare
professionals from
across the region.

The symposium was
graced by the esteemed
presence of Prof. (Dr.)
G.K. Rath, Head of the
National Cancer Insti-
tute, AIIMS New Delhi,
and Head of the Depart-
ment of Radiation On-
cology at DRBRIRCH,
who served as the chief
guest. In his inspiring
address, Dr. Rath urged
attendees, “Do not fear
cancer, fight it,” empha-
ng that timely check-
ups, accurate infor-
mation, and a positive
mindset are essential
tools in overcoming the

Youth inspired as Suryakiran stuns at Hisar Air show

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief

ter Nayab Singh Saini
on Sunday said that to-
day’s youth will become
the pride of the Indian
Armed Forces and bring
glory to the nation. He
was speaking at the
first-ever air show or-
ganized in Haryana at
the Maharaja Agrasen
Airport Complex in His-
ar, jointly hosted by the

the Hisar District Ad-
ministration.

The Chief Minister
described the event as
urce of inspiration,
stressing that with hard
work, dedication and dis-
cipline, any dream can
be achieved. He hailed
the Indian Air Force as
a vital pillar of national
security and noted that
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's lead-
ership, the Air Force had
been strengthened with
modern fighter aircraft
including Rafale jets. He
said Indian pilots flying
Rafale, Sukhoi and Tejas
aircraft are fully capa-
ble of defeating any ad-
versary, adding that the
foree’s valor was proven
during Operation San-

dur, which won glob'll
recognition.

The air show, head-
lined by the Indian
Air Force’s Suryakiran
Aerobatic Team, capti-
vated thousands with
daring maneuvers and
formations performed at
speeds ranging from 150
kmph to 650 kmph. The
team also paid tribute
to Hisar’s martyr, Wing
Commander Sahil Gan-
dhi, who lost his life in
2019

Saml said the show
sent out a strong mes-
sage of teamwork, dis-

rlpline and patriotism,
with each perfnrmance

motto,
Sarvottam”
Excellence).
underlined  the

government’s welfare in-
itiatives for the families
of martyrs and freedom
fighters, announcing
that pensions for free-
dom fighters and their
widows had been raised
to Rs 40,000 per month
and that ex-gratia for
families of war martyrs
had been increased toRs
1 crore. He added that

s
the state had also decid-
ed to provide 10 percent
job reservation for Ag-
niveers.

Hisar Deputy Com-
missioner Anish Yadav
said the purpose of the
event was to encourage
youth to aspire to join
the Indian Air Force.
The massive turnout
included people from
Hisar and neighboring
districts, officers and
soldiers from the Army
Cantonment, their fam-
ilies, and students from
Army Public School and
the NCC.

disease.

The gathering fea-
tured detailed discus-
sions on a range of can-
cer-related topics. Dr.
Reena, former Head
of Department at BRD
Medical College, spoke
about cervical cancer
and the importance of
HPV vaccination. Dr.
C.P. Awasthi, Radiation
Oncologist at Hanuman
Prasad Poddar Cancer
Hospital,  highlighted
the district-level cancer
awareness  campaign,
while Dr. Faraz Khan,
DM Medical Oncology,
provided insights into
Iung cancer, chemother-
apy, symptoms, man-

agement, and progno:
Prof. Rath shared his
extensive knowledge on
cancer control strate-
gies in India, drawing
on AIIMS’s 50 years
of experience and pro-
viding both national
and international per-
spectives. Dr. Musta-
fa Khan, MHA, MPH,
explained the role of
doctors in cancer data
management, detailing
processes for HBCR,
PBCR, and UDSP por-
tals.

The symposium
brought together a wide
range of participants,
including doctors
and medical students

frum Gurdkhpur dnd

surrounding  distriets.
From Hanuman Prasad
Poddar Cancer Hospi-

tal, attendees includ-
ed Mr. Rasendu Fogla,
Dr. Anurag Singh,
Dr. Anurag Srivasta-

va, Dr. A.A. Khan, and
Mr. Ayush Srivastava,
while TMA Gorakhpur
was represented by Dr.
Pratibha Gupta, Dr. Y.
Singh, Dr. A.P. Gupta,
Dr. Nadeem Arshad,
Dr. R.P. Shukla, and
Dr. P.C. Shahi.

The event facilitat-
ed extensive discus-
sions on modern can-
cer treatment methods,
preventive measures,

and the importance of
timely screening and
vaccination. Experts
provided detailed gnid-
ance on cancer preven-
tion, tobacco control,
and the significance of
accurate cancer registra-
tion and data manage-
ment to inform govern-
ment policies and future
initiatives.

The program conclud-
ed with an interactive
Q&A session, allowing
participants to engage
directly with the experts
and clarify their queries.
Mr. Rasendu Fogla ex-
pressed gratitude to all
guests, speakers, and
participants, empha-
sizing that the sympo-
sium would serve as a
milestone in spreading
cancer awareness and
promoting modern
treatment  techniques
across Gorakhpur and
the Purvanchal region.
The primary objective
of the event was to raise
public awareness about
cancer, encourage
timely screenings and
vaccinations, and em-
power doctors with the
latest knowledge and
practices in oncology.

Lakhs take holy dip in Ganga
on Pitru Paksha Amavasya

Hapur/BuIaudshal.u
Avnish Tya;

__ Avnish Tyagi:
The banks of the Ganga

turned into seas of faith
on Sunday as lakhs of
devotees gathered at
Brijghat in Hapur and
Anupshahr in Buland-
shahr to mark Pitru Pa
sha Visarjani Amavas:
From the break of daWn.
men, women, and chil-
dren performed age-old
rituals of pind daan, tar-
pan, yajnas, and immer-
sions before stepping
into the river for the
sacred bath believed to
bring peace to the souls
of ancestors.

Pilgrims had begun
arriving at the ghats late
Saturday night, and by
sunrise the crowd had
swelled into the lakhs.
Brijghat saw the largest
congregation, where the
chants of mantras min-
gled with the sound of
temple bells and conch
shells. Despite diver-
sions set up on National
Highway-9, heavy con-
gestion persisted on the

Delhi-Lucknow route,
with long traffic jams
reported on the Ganga
bridge.

Authorities  deployed
a massive security and
safety apparatus to
manage the crowd.
Hapur District Magis-
trate Abhishek Pandey
and Superintendent
of Police Kunwar Gya-
nejay Singh inspected
arr on site,

ensure smooth conduct
of the rituals. Teams of
NDRF, PAC, and police
personnel,  supported
by Garhmukteshwar
Municipality staff, re-
mained on high alert.
Divers patrolled the riv-
er in boats, while local
SDMs, tehsildars, and
circle officers monitored
the proceedings closely.
In Bulandshahr’s
hahr devotees

issuing directions to

thronged Babster Ganj

Ghat, Baba Mastram
Ghat, Bhagwanpur village
ghat, and several tempo-
rary ghats set up along
the river. Many also
gathered at Siddh Baba
Ganga Ghat and Avan-
tika Devi Ghat in Ahar
tehsil. At every spot,
people offered prayers,
lit lamps, and sought

blessings for prosperity
and family well-being
after performing rituals
for their forefathers.
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on the penultimate deliv-
arycf the powerplay.
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“Namo Yuva Run Mara-
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more stylish with his ap- | from Ribhavin stoppage  ball across goal, but the | event, which simed o extanded their support fo The marathen turned b ) e Gl P“fd‘ﬁ?f
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Ever-improving India take on Australia | Dominant Verstappen wins
in second AFC Futsal Asian Cup qualifier Azerbaijan Grand Prix

Ardiva:

India may have begun
the 4FC Futsal Asan
Cup zozb Qualifiers
with a dafeat to Ruwait,
but the Futsal Tigers are
en the night track, ac-
cording. to head cvach
Rea Kordi

Mew  having  taken

excusive  jurisdiction
of court and forums in

Balos:

ned with thethird and | Red Bull's Max Verstap-
ourth goals.” pen exuded dominance

Ultimately, ~Kuwait, | and engimesred a hghts-
one of the most enperi- | toflag victory in the
enced fugal teams on | Azerbaijan Grand Prix
the continent with 13 | at Baku City Circuit on
Aslan Cup appearances | Sunday shead of George
to their name, seript- | Russelland Carles Sainz.
ol the comeback and | Verstappen  wasn't
ran away with the thres | displac from  the

charge of thres games so peints. Despite conced- | pole position through-
far, the Tranian beliews ing four, Tndia’s Owen | out the mcs, decking
that the boys haveshown Vivian Silva, who. was 26.408 to take the

improvement with every
game, and the first-aver
intemational futsal win
is not far away.

India will fags Austral-
iain the second Group &
Gﬂlallﬁﬂf on Monday, at

Quswan Al Mutairi
Hall in Ardiya at 18:30

the goalkesper of the henours. He lad
toumnsment of the AIFF all 51 laps and won by
PFutsal Club Champion- | over 14 seconds from
ship 2023-24 for Am- | Merosdes' Russall and
belim SC, had 4 terrific | Sainz, securing the fist  win, ae quoted from Sky  After uncharacteristically
outing, making ssmany | podium finish for Wil- Sports. crashing cut of qualif-
a8 20 saves. liams sinos 2021. Verstappen's ‘success  ing on Saturday, Plastri

After the game, Kor- | “This weskend has  in Baku was his ssoond  surprisingly repeated his
digaid, "Twould like to | been incredible for us.  sucosesive win after he  emorcn the cpening lap

“Rerscapgen domaniams o win Amerbot rand Prs:

TST. The match will be apologise to all our In- | Monza  was  alresdy clinched the Ttalian GP  in Baku and crashed out
stresmed live on the 51 m dian fans and support- | great, but for us to win  earlier this menth. He  on the opening lap.

Kuwait appand 51o0m.  lndafaee hustratia in Zud AFCFubal fsken L qulifer ers. The federation has | hersis fantastic. Theoar isn't sure about Red  Hastm's costly mis-
ko supported us-very well | was working really well  Bull's capacityto contin-  take has prasented Nor-

W.

The 1-4 defest to uwpen intimidating at- four Fusel Asian Cup We got ome chence for this towrnament. | on both compounds. usthehotformandsaid, s with a massive op-
the hosts on Saturday mosphers with drums, qualifier matches India  and spored a beautiful — Congratulations to the | We had clean airall the *Tfedifficult tosayatthe  portunity to change the
was no blemish on the  loudspeaker chanting, has played sofar. While  goal,” said head coach  Kuwait team, but in my | time) so you oould look “moment, but, for sure, complexion of the Driv-
young caresrs of the and big flags, was left India failed foregister Kordi. “In the second  opinion, we didn't lose | after your tyres, and it the last two weekends ers' Champicnship. He
Indian futeal squads. shell-shocked  when a4 win in the previous half, we cweatad mors  to them. We lost first | was pretty straightfor- have been amasing for  jumped the lights and
Mot many gave India, David Laltlansangaslid qualifiers, he grabbed chances, but unfortu- to our lack of expeni- | ward T's never easy us. Singapore is a chal-  then activated anti-stall
the lowest-ranked team  in to put India in the ayeballs with six goals, nately, we didn't score.  ence and also to their | around here; it's vary lenge sgain with the high from Pg before crash
(138h) in the group, 2 lead. only two less than top  This is futsal. If you goalkeeper (Fawad Al | windy today, so the car  downfceoz” mg cut at Turn 5, having
chance against Kuwait,  Laltlansanga, Indi-  scorer Saeid Ahmadab-  haveachanceanddon’t  Khawan), who made a | was moving around 2 Meanwhils,  Lando é.*si to the back of
the best-ranked sde an futsal's frailblazer, basi of IR Iran. finigh, then surely you ot of saves. Both the | lot. 'mincredibly happy  Nerris cut down thedefi-  the field. The Australi-
(a3rd). till, the home maintained his record  “In the first half, we  will concede sasy goals, goalksspsrswers intop | with this performance,” it to title rival Oscar P~ an hit the barrier in the
erowd, which had set of scoring in sach of the  played very, very well. and that's what hap- % Verstappen ssid afterhis astri from 31to25points.  qualifirs as wall.
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Taliban reject
Trump’s bid to
retake Bagram
Air Base in
Afghanistan

Jalslabad{Afphanistan):
The Taliban government
o Sunday rejected US
President Donzld Tromp's
bid v reke Bagram
Air Base, four yesrs after
America's chaotic  with-
drawal from Afgharistan
left the sprawling mili-
tary faclity i the Tulibm
hands,

It is vmelear what con-
versations the US has had

Bat I‘rm'np]-mdd':ztﬁl?
Taliten, who hawe strug-
gled with an economic cri-
55, international legitima-
cy, internal sifis snd rival
mifitant groups sinee their
retum to power i 2091,
could be open to allewing
the US millitary back.
The chief Talban
Zzhibullah
Mujshid, rejected Tromp's
sssertions and wged the
U8 to adopt a poboy of
“realism and tatiomality”
Afglmmstm had an econo-

Telations with zll states on
the basis of mmtal ad
shared interests, Mujahid

posted on X,

1t had been comsistently
communicated to the US
in ull bilatersl negotintions
that Afghanistan’s inde-
pendence mnd tertitorial
integrity were of the ut-
‘most importance, he said.

It shold be recalled that,
wider the Doba Agree-
ment; the Umited States
pledged that it will not use
or threaten force agamst
the territorizl integnty or
x}uhhcal ‘ndependence of

fghamistam, nor interfere
in its internsl affsirs® he
said. The US nesded to
remain fathinl te s com-
mitments, he added.
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Israel kills 34 people in Gaza say
health officials ahead of UN meetlng

Cairg:

Israeistrikeskiled atleast

34 people in Geza City
overnight, inchoding chil-
dren, sid healhrglﬁii:ﬂs
om Sunday, 25 lsrad -
e aildai'il.h its uﬁggvme
i the famdine-stricken dty
and several coumtries ge—
pare to recognise a Pales-
tinian state.

Hezlth officials at Shifa
Hospital, where most of
the bodies were brovght,
said the dead mcdnded 14
peoplekilled in s late-night
strike on Satarday, which
hit & residential block in
the southern side of the
city. Heakh sw&if sad a
murse who worked at the
hospitsl was among the
dead, along with his wife
and three children.

Isrzel did net comment
on the strikes.

The latest Isrmel oper-
ation, which began this
week, further escalates
a conflict that has miled
the Midde East and like-
ly pushes mny ceasefire
funther out of reach. The
Istachi whidh has
todd Pslngtglgns o leave,
hasn't given & timeline for
the offensive, bat there
were indications it could
take momths. Istzel says

UK set to

London:

The UK is expected to

recognise @ Falestinian

the US, after 'rudgn;
that Istael has not met
conditions it set over the
warin Gaza.

Thoogh the anticipated
move is | ymbel-
ic, the UKHJE%;YES%-A it
could inerease diplomatic
pressure foran end to the
conflict in Gazs aswell s

Ieragk e seviktes kill 3410 Gaz, zay health officlale ahead of UN meet

the pperation is meznt to
pressure Hames into frees
g, hostages and surren-

Baturday might's strikes
COME 5 50me pronmmnent
‘Westen countries prepaTe
o recgmse  Pdestinin
gatehood at the gather-
g of world leaders at
the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly on Mon-

dey. They inchide the UK,
France, Canada, Australia,
Malta, B@mm and L=
embourg, Portugal’s For-
eignAffirs M‘D‘EESW‘&I& it
w?ll recopmise a Palestinian.
state on Sunday.

Ahead m‘the 1N assem-
by, peace activists in Istadl
hzve hziled the planmed

fion of a Pdes-
timian state. On Sundsy,

a group of more than 60
Jewish and Arsb organi-
sations representing sbout
3,000 adtivists, inchiding
some  wvelerant  cRgEnisa-
hmummgpeamanﬂ
comxistence, kmown as It's
Time bmﬁhm. called for
an end to the war, the Te-
lezse of the hostages and
the recogmition. of a Pales-
Hnjan state.

recognise Palestinian state

Lelp pave the way for a

lemg-lusting pesce.
Deputy Prime Minister

David Lammy, who was
foreign  secretary  until
earlier this month, said

an grnouncement on the
recognition of & Palestin-
ian state will come later
Sunday from Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer,

“Any decision to Tecog-
mise a Palestinian state,
if that were to take place
later on today, does not
make & Palestinian stste
heppen  overnight,”
told Sky News.

He suggested that rec-
opition would help keep
the prospect of a two-

—
The latest Israell op-

eration, which began
this week, further es-
calates a conflict that
has roiled the Middle
East and likely pushes
any ceasefire further
out of reach.

“We refuse to Bve forev-
er by the sword. The UN
decision offers a histeric
opportumity to move from
a death tmp to life, fom
mn endless messiamic war
tr 3 future of security and
freedom for both peoples”
said thecoaliton in a video

statement.

On: Saturdsy might. tens
of thousands of qﬂe in
lsad protesied all
fur an end tothe war md a

hostoge deal.

Yet & ceasefire remaims
eusive. Isaddi bombend-
ment ver the pest 23
months hes killed more
then 65000 people
Gﬁa. destroyed vast are-
a5 of the strip, displaced
armund 90 per cent of the
population znd caused a
Lsraﬂ'n:qim. humanitarian
crisis, with experts saying
Gaza City is experiencing
fanine:

despite opposition

state solution, alive, and
stressed that identifying
the Palestimizn people
with Hamas was mistak-

[::%

In July, in the wake of
intense pressure with-
m his governing Labour
Party, Prime Minister
Keir Starmer said the UK
would recogrise = Pales-
timian state unless Istzel
apreed to a peasefire in
Gz, allowed the UN to
bring in #id snd took oth-

US lawmakers push for military
dialogue in rare China visit

Abipartisan group of US
lawmakers pushed for
more  military-to-mili-
tary dialogue in a meet-
ing Bunday with Chinz's
Premier Li Qiang

The ‘last tip by a
up of senators was

1511132023 and Sunday’s

delegation was the first
from the House of Rep-
Tesentatives to visit Bel-

egates led by Rep Adam
Smith and called it an
“icebreaking trip that will
further the ties between
thetwo countries.”

"It is important for our
two countries to have
more  exchanges and
cooperation, this is not
only good for our two
countries but also of
great significance to the
world,” L said.

ersteps toward long-term.
peace.

The snticpated move
comes shead of the UN
General Assembly this
week, where cther ma-
tioms, including Australia,
Canads and France, are
also Teadving to Tecogs
mise a Palestinian state.

The UK's recognition of
a Palestinian state comes
just days =fler & state visit
from U8 President Don-
ald Trump, during which

Smith, 2 Democrat on
the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee, said
both sides were in agres-
ment on the oversrching
aim of the visit.
“Certainly, trude and
ECOTIOTTY 5 o'n ﬁ'la toj
of the I %
we'Te v sed
our military- tn—TmlﬁaW
conversations,” he said
in opening rematks. "As
a member of the Armed
Services Commitiee, I'm
desply comcerned that
our two militaries don't
communicate more.”

The delepation also
ineluded Michael
Baumgartner, a Repub-
Hean mémber of the
House Foreign Affnirs
Committes, as well as
Ro Khanna and Chrissy
Houlshan, both  Dem-
oerats on the House
Armed  Services Com-
miittee, The lzwmakers
are in China nntil Thars-

from US

he voiced his disapproval
-:{Ihrplm

"I have a disagreement
with the prime mimster
on that scare, Trump
said. "If's one of our few
disagreements, achually.”

Critics, induedmg the
US and the Israel gov-
ernment, which s
shown oo interest in a
two-state solotion, have
conderrmed  the plans,
saying it rewards Hamas
and terrorism.

Pvt companies have capital
must invest in India’s growth
journey: EAC-PM

New Delhi:

Private companies hawve
alot of capital and now
they should inmvest in
India's growth jour-
ney, Eonomic Advisory
Council to the Prime
Minister (EAC-FM) §
Mahendra Dev said on
Sunday, amplmsiz:m5
that investments and
exports will drive the
country’s economic
Erowth.

Dev further sid the
quality of employment is
an issue that is why the
gwemment Is trymg to
increase smployment in
the formel sector,

“Investments and ex-
ports will drive growth...
private sector has a lot ot
capital, now they should
imvest in Indis's growth
journey,” he said st mn
event to launch a book Hi-
Had ‘EVERYTHING ALL
ATONCE'

According to @ Tecent
Reserve Barnk of India
(RBI) artidle, capital
vestment by the pn\rbz
sector is likdy torise 21.5
per cent to Rs 247 1akh
crote M 2025-26, aided
by robw st macroeconom-
ic fundamentsls, snd &
100-bps policy rate ot.

Dev noted that Indis's
young, workforce  and
digital technology sre its
stre N
Noting  that  Viksit
Bharat mesns indusive
growth, he said, "extreme
poverty in India has de-
clined significantly”,

The EAC-PM said there
is a need to improve state
capacity znd foous more
on decentralisation.

He zlso pomted oot
that Indiz is on track to
achieve netzerc target
snd the country needs to
reduce dependence on
ceal.

Delhi CM pushes Plastics Industry
to drive Zero-waste Vision

TEN/New Delh
elhi Chief Minis-
ter Rekhz Gup-
ta called on the

plastics industry to play
a pivotal role in trans-
forming the capital into
a zero=waste city, high=
lighting plastic waste as
one of the biggest obsta-
cles to Delhi's growih,
Speaking atthe launch
of the Plastindia 2026
campaign in Delhi, or-
ganized by the Plastin-
dia Foundation, Gupta
said the industry mmst
accelerate efforts in re-
cyding and sustaina-
bility. "Plastic is one of
the major hindrances in
Delbi’s growth, The n-
dustry manufactures so
ALY prmilxd’s that are
part of daily life, but it
1s high time to fens om
technclogies that make
the city desn and =ad-
dress pollution-related
issues. Plastic products,
including medical waste,
wrappers and packag-
ing, are a major contril
utor to Delhi's Lamdfills,*
she said.
ThethiefMinisteralso
praised the industry for
adopting "Bharat Next™
as the theme of Plastin-

N 3 =
dla 2026, which empha-
sizes '\ﬂkslt Bharat and

st also work towards
Viksit Delhi Owr geal
is to position Delli a5 a
major tourist hub, 2 city
every international trav-
eler must visit just like
Paris. or London,” she
added. Gupta further be-
came the first registered

wisitor for ﬂ‘li:

exhibition, whid wil.lhe
held in Delhi in Febru-
next year.
vish Kamath, Presi-
dent of PlastIndia Foun-
dation, highlighted the
Towing strength of the
%ﬁﬂiﬂrﬁjlﬂaﬁcf:}gdml_.-y‘.
"Valued at zbout URSD
2.30 lakh crove in 2025,
the sector is projected
to grow at 2 CAGR of

10.88%, reaching neasl:

USDr 3.8 lakhmrsrore b');
2030. Packsging alome,
driven by the e-com-
merce boom, commands
a 42% share, uderscor-
ing the mdnstry’s impor-
tance to modern com-
merce,” he said.

Kamsth also noted In-
dia's strong export per-
formance, with plastic
exports touching USDr

The Chief Minister also
praised the industry
for adopting “Bharat
Next” as the theme
of Plastindia 2026,
which emphasizes Vik-
sit Bharat and Make in
India.

10,34 billion in eaty

2p25. "This ndudes a
wide tange of products
such as plasdc films,
industrial and
spedalty po ymers The
Delhi-NCE region zlone
aceounts for nearly 239
of India's plastics con-
sumption,” he added.

Plastindiz 2026 is
being projected as 3
zero-waste  exhibition
that will reflect the in-
dustry’s  commitment
to sustainability, inno-
vetion, and global com-
petitiveness. "The event
will showcase India's
Tise as & global lead-
er in plastics, aligned
with the Prime Min-
ister's Swachh Bharat
Mission,” said Alok Ti-
brewals, Chairman of
the National Executive
Committee, Plastindia
2026,

India has not significantly advanced its CBAM preparedness GTRI

‘With just 100 days left
for the European Un-
ion to impose & carbon
tax on several products,
including metuls, the
government and the In-
disn exporters both have
not yet taker significant
steps to address this
barrier, think tank GTR1
szid on Sanday.

Indisn  exporters of
steel and aliminum are
staring st & fresh cost
shock as the European
Union (EU) begins col-
lecting its Carbon Bor-

der Adjustment Mechz-
mism (CBAM) levy from
January1, 2026,

The CBAM Regulation

niotified in May 2023,
will initially cover iron
and steel, aluminum,

cement, electricity, 'hy-

drogen, and fertilisers.
Over the next few years,
the EU plans to extend
CBAM to cover all major
industrial products.

Itis designed to equal-
ise carbon costs between
EU-made znd imported
gonds,

From Januoary 2026,
the EU will charge =
carbon tariff on select-
ed imports, using the
EU Emissions Trading
System (ETS) price and

for any catbon
p?ﬁn\:a_irli"%ady plgd in the
exporting country.

"Despite having a two-
year transition period
smue October 2023, In-

diz has not significantly
advanced its gBAM pre-
paredness.  Exporters,
especially MSMEs, back
clarity on emissions re-
porting snd verification
processes,” the Global
Trade Research Initia-
tive (GTRI) said.

No major policy imti-
ative has been lavmched
to support capaci-
ty-building or subsidise
compliance costs, it said.

"With EU CBAM lev-

ies kicking in from Jan-
uary 2025, the risk of
further export comtrac-
tion leoms large,” GTRI
Founder Ajay Srivastava
said.

He suggested that
Indiz should study the
CBAM flexibilities re-
portedly offered to the
United Ststes under
their trade framework
and demand compars-
ble treatment as part of
ongping Indiz-EU trade
pact talks.

India’s steel and alu-
mimum exports to the

EU fell 24.4 per cent
from USD 771 billion in.
F¥z4toUSDs.82 billion
n FY2s.

Steel was hit hardest,
with iron and steel ex-
ports plunging 25.1 per
centto USD 3.05 billion,
while articles of iron and
steel fell 6.8 per cent
and alummimum expotts
declined 0.8 per cent, it
said, adding, "this sharp
fall, even. before CBAM
tax collection  begins,
highlights the heavy
complisnee burden on
Indizn industry”,

Govt to hike

Municipal

Bond Interest

Subvention
New Dehi:

In 3 bid to promete issu-

ange of mumicipal boads,
the government is con-
sidering a proposal to
hike interest subvention
from the present Rs 26
crore per urba i local body
(ULE).

Ceomgiderng  immiense
seope for expansion. of nog-
micipal bond madcts o a
Hid 1o develop wordd dass
uiban infrestructure, there
s a meed to incresse the
ceiling of mterest subven-
tion from exsting Rs 26
crore per urban local body,
soorees said,

The terest subwention
i provided to mumicipal
bodies under Atal Mission
for Rejuvenation and Ur-
ban Transformation (AM-
RD'I}h:chnsuchumm:
ipal bomds or s bomds
more stiractive. The Rs 26
crore i the meadimmm n-
terest subvention an ULB
can receive from the Min-

of Housing and Ur-
ﬁﬂfﬁnﬂ (S;ILEHUA) for
Tssuing mumicipal bonds.

The central government
has edended the faclity
of 2 per cent Hterest sub-
vention on such bond s
sues inorder to incenthyise
this market and facllitate

rticy of moTe civic
& Fﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂ interest sub-

ervm..unthah:ka!sue
clf the bond issue by zn

Fm' their first bond 3=
suance, ULBs can receive
icentives of up to Bs 13
crore for every Rs 100
crore raised, with a max-
immm cap of Rs 26 crore
under the AMRUT z.0.

For subsequent bomd
isssnces, the bonds
muost be categorised ss
green bonds, foaising on
sectors like water, sani-
tation, Tenewable energy,
or urban resilience. In
such cases, UTLBs would
be eligible for ncentives
of Bs 10 crore per Rs 100
erore raised, capped st Rs
20 crore.
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‘Jolly LLB 3’ races ahead at hox office,
collects Rs 32.50 cr in two days

_

I d

Filmmaker Chrristopher Nolan
becomes new president of
Directors Guild of America

Washington
Oscar-winning director
Christopher Nolan was
elected as the president
of the Directors Guild
of America on Saturday,
reported Variety.

Nolan, an Oscar win-
ner and one of the most
successful helmers of
his generation, succeeds
Lesli Linka Glatter, who
served two terms at the
helm and was first elect-
ed in 2021.

He has been active in

the DGA for some time
and at present is a mem-
ber of its national board
of directors, according
to the outlet.

The director called it
one of the greatest “hon-
ours” of his career. He
expressed his gratitude
to the former director
for her leadership in the
Directors Guild of Amer-
ica.

“To be elected Pres-
ident of the Directors
Guild of America is one

of the greatest honours
of my career. Our indus-
try is experiencing tre-
mendous change, and T
thank the Guild’s mem-
bership for entrusting
me with this responsibil-
ity. I also want to thank
President Glatter for
her leadership over the
past four years. I look
forward to collaborating
with her and the newly
elected Board to achieve
important creative and
economic  protections
for our members,” said
Nolan as quoted by Va-
riety.

Nolan’s election
marks a rare example of
an A-list player taking
the helm of the union
at the peak of their pro-
fessional career. Nolan
earned two Oscars for
his directorial ‘Oppen-
heimer’ in 20923.

He's proven himself
to be one of filmdom’s
most versatile and most
bankable helmers with
his track record of direct-
ing critically acclaimed
films, including ‘Batman
Begins’, ‘The Knight’,
“‘Inception’, ‘Memento’,
‘Tenet’, ‘Dunkirk’ and
‘Oppenheimer’

Nolan’s next big-
screen  big swing is
‘The Odyssey,” an epic
adventure story set for
release in July from
Universal Pictures, the
studio that scored Os-
cars and global box of-
fice with Nolan’s ‘Op-
penheimer.’

The Odyssey features
a large cast, including
Anne Hathaway, Zen-
daya, Lupita Nyong'o,
Charlize Theron, Elliot
Page, and more. Matt
Damon is set to play the
lead role in the movie.
The film is still in pro-
duction and is the first
big-budget movie to be
shot entirely with IMAX
cameras.

Mumbai
kshay Kumar and
Arshad ~ Warsi’s
courtroom drama,
“Jolly LLB 3, seems to
be off to a decent start at
the box office.

Directed by Saurabh
Shukla, the film, which
hit theatres on Fri-
day, September 19, has
shown strong growth in
numbers.

According to trade

analyst Taran Adarsh,
the film earned Rs 12.50
crore on Friday and Rs

20 crore on Saturday,
taking its two-day total
to Rs 32.50 crore nett in
India.

This marks a nearly 60
per cent growth on Day
2, suggesting that mov-
iegoers are responding
positively to the third in-
stalment of the popular
franchise.

Adarsh also noted that
Sunday’s collections
might be impacted due
to the India vs Pakistan
cricket match; however,
he estimated the film's
opening weekend to

close around Rs 54

crore,

The first film in the
franchise made Rs
7.35 crore in its first
two days, while ‘Jol-
ly LLB 2’ grossed Rs
30.51 crore. With Rs

32.50 crore already in
hand, the third instal-
ment has raced ahead
of both its predeces-
sors.

The third film in the
popular franchise pits
two Jollies against each
other in a courtroom
battle, both trying to win
their cases through tech-
nical loopholes, bending

the rules, and debating

Amul pays moving tribute to singer

over who is the “real Jol-
ly” in the legal world.
This time, the story
revolves around a case
involving struggling
farmers whose lands are
being seized by a corrupt
businessman,  played
by Gajraj Rao. Akshay
Kumar’s character finds
himself in trouble when
he ends up on the wrong
side of the case, leading
to a series of wilty and
chaotic exchanges with
Arshad Warsi.
Alongside the lead
duo, the film features
Huma Qureshi, Saurabh
Shukla, Amrita Rao,
Seema Biswas, Ram Ka-
poor, Gajraj Rao, Shilpa
Shukla, Brijendra Kala,
and others in pivotal

roles.

“Jolly LLB 3, present-
ed by Star Studio18, was
released in theatres on
September 19, 2025.

In 2017, Akshay and
Huma Qureshi starred in
“Jolly LLB 2, a spiritual
sequel to ‘Jolly LLB,
which was released in
2013. The first film fea-
tured Arshad and Sau-
rabh Shukla in the lead
roles, with Amrita Rao
also starring.

Karisma Kapoor wishes
“precious sister”
Kareena on her birthday

Mumbai
Bollywood star Kareena
Kapoor on hte occassion
of her birthday on Sun-
day recieved a special
wish from her sister Ka-
risma Kapoor.

Karisma shared an
adorable picture with

“precious sister” Kareena

and wrote, “Best sister,
Best friends and Be-
yond..Happy birthday to
my most precious sister..
Love you mostest”

After her post, several
other celebrity friends,
family members and
fans extended heartfelt
birthday wishes.

While Saba Patau-
di, Riddhima Kapoor,
and Bhumi Pednekar
dropped heart emojis,
one of the social media
users wrote, “Favourite
Kapoor sister forever
ever ever happy Birth-
day to the one and only
my favourite Kareena
Kapoor Khan gorgeous
lady in the world”

Kareena Kapoor,
daughter of actors Ran-
dhir Kapoor and Babita,
made her Bollywood
debut in 2000 with the
film Refugee and has
since established her-
self as one of the leading
actresses of the industry

Zubeen Garg with special doodle

Dispur _
a brand
Amul has paid tribute
to ace singer Zubeen
Garg, who breathed his
last on September 19.

The brand shared a
caricature-style picture
celebrating Zubeen’s
immense contributions
to the Assamese, Hindi,
and Bengali music in-
dustries.

“Bin Tere, Tere Bin,”
the poster read, paying
an ode to Zubeen and
his hit song ‘Bin Tere,
Tere Bin'.

In the caption, the
brand further wrote,
“Tribute to Indian mu-
sician and singer who
worked and sang in As-
samese, Bengali and
Hindi film and music
industries.”

Meanwhile, the As-
sam government has
announced a three-day
state mourning in the
wake of the death of
singer Zubeen Garg.
The Assam CMO stat-

ed that there will be no
official entertainment,
ceremonial  programs,
or public celebrations
during this period.

The 52-year-old icon
of Assam died in Sin-
gapore on Friday after
a swimming accident.
His body was flown to
Delhi and later trans-
ported to Assam on a
commercial flight that
landed in Guwahati on
Sunday morning.

Garg was in Singa-
pore for the Northeast
India Festival. The fes-
tival organisers also
issued a statement,
saying that Zubeen
Garg suffered breath-
ing difficulties during
scuba diving.

“He was immediate-
ly given CPR before
being rushed to Singa-
pore General Hospital.
Despite efforts to save
him, he was declared
deceased in the ICU
around 2:30 PM IST,”
the statement added.

Tamil film ‘Bad Girl’ set
released in Hindi

NewDelhi
The makers of ‘Bad Girl’
are all set to release the
Hindi version of the Ta-
mil feature film.

The film will be re-
leased in Hindi on Sep-
tember 26.

Anurag Kashyap, who
has come on board as
a presenter, described
‘Bad Girl’ as “one of the
most original stories” he
has encountered.

“When I first read i, it
reminded me of how as a
young filmmaker I want-
ed to tell bold stories,
and Varsha has gone be-
yond all my expectations
and made an excellent
film out it. She’s a voice
to watch out for and
we're happy to release
the film in Hindi, as we
know that it's a story
that will relate to every
girl growing in country,”
he said, as per a press

note.

Helmed by Varsha
Bharath and backed by
Vetrimaaran’s Grass
Root Film Company,
with Ranjan Singh as
the Executive Produc-
er, ‘Bad Girl’ stars Anjali
Sivaraman and Shanth-

ipriya.

Varsha mentioned that
the film was born out of
aneed to tell a story that
felt honest to the world
she sees around her.

“Through the film, I
wanted to question the
very idea of labels and
how easily they are used
to diminish women. For
me, directing this as my

debut has been both
liberaling and daunt-
ing, but the journey has
been worth every step.
T'm thrilled that the film
will now speak to Hindi
audiences, and I hope it
connects with them in
unexpected ways. Hav-
ing Anurag Kashyap and
Vetri Maaran back the
film is a rare privilege,

to be

their faith reminds me
why it is important to
take risks and stay true
to one’s vision,” she said.
For Anjali Sivaraman,
previously seen on Net-
flix’s Class, being a part
of ‘Bad Girl’ was one of
the most “challenging
and rewarding experi-
ences” of her career.
“The role pushed me
to confront a lot of
questions about iden-
tity, freedom, and the
judgments women face
every day. It’s not often
that you get to inhabit
a character who is un-
apologetically herself,
even when the world
refuses to accept her.
T'm truly excited that
the film will now reach
Hindi audiences - I
believe its themes are
universal, and 1 hope
viewers see a bit of
themselves in her jour-
ney,” Anjali shared.
With  music  com-
posed by Amit Trivedi,
‘Bad Girl’ debuted with
unprecedented acclaim
at the 54th International
Film Festival Rotterdam,
winning the prestigious
NETPAC award.

with hits like Jab We
Met, 3 Idiots, and Tanu
Weds Manu.

She will be next seen

sharing screen space
with Prithviraj Sukuma-
ran in Meghna Gulzar's
‘Daayra’.In April, they all
met for a brief meeting
and officially announced
the film.

Excited to work with
“dream team”, Kareena
onInstagram wrote, T've
always said that 'm a
director’s actor... and
this time T cannot wait
to work with one of the
finest director’s we have,
@meghnagulzar and
alongside the magnif-
icent  @therealprithvi,
whose work I deeply ad-
mire. To my dream team,
#Daayra (red heart emo-
ji) let’s do this.”

Dhanush
battles Arun
Vijay to
protect his
father’s idli
shack

Mumbai

The trailer of Dhanush’s
upcoming film ‘Idli Ka-
dai’ has finally been
released, giving fans a
glimpse into what they
can expect from the ac-
tor's fourth directorial
venture.

The film follows Muru-
gan (played by Dhanush),
a young man passionate
about building a career
in hotel management.
However, his dreams
create a rift with his fa-
ther, who runs a humble
idli shack beloved by the
community. When be-
trayal strikes, Murugan
is forced to return home
and defend the family’s
legacy.

The two-minute trail-
er opens with Murugan
asking his father to buy
an idlhi grinder to make
the work easier. But his
father, rooted in tradi-
tion, refuses, believing
the taste would not be the
same. This clash between
tradition and change
forms the emotional core
of the story.

Directed by Dhanush,
‘Idli Kadai' stars him in
the lead, alongside Nithya
Menen. The film also fea-
tures ‘Maharaj’ fame ac-
tress Shalini Pandey.

Dhanush and Nithya
Menen previously worked
together in the 2022 hit
Thiruchitrambalam.

The film is set to hit
theatres on October 1.

Dhanush was last seen
in Kuberaa, co-starring
Nagarjuna, Rashmika
Mandanna, and Jim Sar-
bh. Directed by National
Award-winning film-
maker Sekhar Kammu-
la, Kuberaa released on
June 20, 2025, and was
shot in both Tamil and
Telugu. The socio-dra-
ma explored themes of
greed, ambition, and
redemption through the
journey of a beggar's
transformation.

The actor will also
be seen in Tere Ishk
Mein alongside Kriti Sa-
non. Production for the
Aanand L. Rai directo-
rial concluded in July.
Described as a spiritual
successor to Raanjhanaa,
the film is scheduled to
release in theatres on
November 28, 2025.




