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EC stands
thoroughly
exposed for
incompetence
partisanship: Cong

DMRC succeeds
in reducing over-
head equipment
tripping due to
k|te ﬂ\rmg

No shortage of
facilities or funds
for treatment:
CM Yogi
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“We've got to try
and win every
trophy that we're
in": MBSG striker
Cummings
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Y Will use this opportunity to
press myself”: Shardul Thakur
on Duleep Trophy 2025

European leaders to
join Ukraine’s Zelenskyy
for meeting with Trump

War 2: Kiara Advani
expresses gratitude fo
receiving incredible respo

Maha Guv CP Radhaknshnan
named NDA’s VP candidate

B Announcing Radhakrishnan’s candidature, BJP chief Nadda said they will reach out to
opposition leaders so the next vice president could be elected “unanimously’.

T Whe National Dem
acratic  Alliance
{NDA) on Sunday

named  Maharashtra
Governor C P Radhakr-
ishnan as its candidate
for the vice-presidential
election  scheduled for
September 9. The an-
nouncement was made
by BJP president J P
Nadda after a meeting of
the party’s parliamenta-
ry board, which was at-
tended by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, and
following consultations
with alliance partners.
Radhakrishnan, 7
is a veteran BJP leader
from Tamil Nadu with
a long association with
the RSS, A two-time for-
mer Lok Sabha MP from
Coimbatore, he was
Hmnted governor of
rkhand in 2023 be-
fore being shifted to Ma-
harashtra in July 2024.
He belongs to the influ-
ential Gounder commu-
nity, an OBC group in
Tamil Nadu, where as-
sembly elections are due
next vear,
Nadda deseribed
Radhakrishnan as a re-

P Radhakrishinan and PM Modi

spected statesman with

nearly four decades of

public life, noting that

he commands respect
art:

erent sections
He appealed
to opposition parties
to support his candida-
ture, pointing out that
BJIP leaders had already

7 dead in cloudburst,
landslide in J-K’s Kathua

Chisoti

he death toll due
to a cloudburst in
ammu and Kash-

mir's Kishtwar district
rose to 61, as rescuers
continued  operations
for the fourth day on
Sunday, effecting three
more blasts to blow up
boulders around a ma-
jor impact spot, officials
said.

Army engineers have
started working on a
hailey bridge to restore
connectivity to Chisoti
village and the Machail
Mata shrine and further
intensify the rescue ef-
forts.

With the recovery of

another body from the
debris, the officials on
Sunday said the death
toll has risen to 61

‘The cloudburst struck
Chisati, the last motor-
able village en route the
Machail Mata temple,
on August 14, leaving
over 100 injured, other
than the fatalities.

The number of miss-
ing persons has come
down to 50, while the
bodies of three persons
still remain unidentified.

The flash floods trig-
gered by the cloudburst
left a trail of destruc-
tion, flattening a make-
shift market, a langar
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reached out to them
and would continue to
do s0. With the NDA's
comfortable  majority
in the electoral college
comprising members of
both Houses of Parlia-
ment, Radhakrishnan’s
election is considered
certain.

Prime Minister Modi

welcomed the decision,
praising Radhakrishnan
for his humility, intel-
lect and focus on em-
mar 1i

prime minister said in a
post on X,

The announcement
was also greeted warmly
by NDA allies. Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter and TDP president
N Chandrababu Naidu,
LIP (Ram Vilas) chief
Chirag Paswan, and
HAM  (Secular) lead-
er Jitan Ram Manjhi
pledged  their parties’
support. Naidu called
Rﬁﬁrjshnan a“senior
statesman and respect-
ed leader” while Paswan
described his nomina-
tion as a reflection of the
NDA's 1o

Some parties spreading
‘misinformation’:
CEC slams Opposition

f“!‘ﬂNFRH K'IIH iR

Mew Delhi
lectoral  roll
revision is aimed
at  removing  all
shortcomings in  voter
lists and it is a matter of
grave concern that some
parties are  spreading
misinformation  about
it and ‘firing from the
Election Commission’s
shoulder’, Chief Election
C Gynaesh

social justice and inclu-
sion.

Meharashtra  Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis  congratulat-

ed the governor, say-
ing his nomination as
vice-presidential  can-
didate filled the state
with pride. Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar also

ded his best wishes,

communiti “During
the various positions he
has held, he has always
focused on community
service and empowering
the marginalised,” the

noting  that Radhakr-
ishnan's long-standing
experience would enrich
the high constitutional
office.

Agency

Kumar said on Sun-
day as the INDIA bloe
parties launched Vater
Adhikar Yatra® in poll-
bound Bihar against al-
leged “vote-chori”.
Addressing  a press
conference, the CEC re-
jected as haseless the al-
Lgmion:i of double vot-
ing and “vote theft™ and
asserted that all stake-
holders are working to
make Special Intensive
Revision a success in a
transparent m:mn?r
With the Opp
questioning the

Rahul Gandhi calls SIR ‘conspiracy’
to steal votes in Bihar elections

Aurangabad (Bihar)
n a scathing attack
on the Election Come-
mission  after  its
press conference, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Sunday said the
poll body is colluding
with the BJP to carry out
“vote chori openly” in the
name of § Inten-
sive Revision in Bihar
and asserted that he is
not sacred of EC officials.
Addressing a gather-
ing here at the end of
the first day of his Vat-
er Adhikar Yatra which
began  from  Bihar's
Sasaram this afternoon,
Gandhi also said while
he was asked to submit
an affidavit after his
press conference  ex-
posing “vote chori”, no
such demand was made
from BJP leader Anurag
Thakur who made simi-
lar claims in his presser,
The Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha
also alleged that the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in

Chlnese FM Wang Yi to meet
Modi during two-day India visit

New Delhi

hinese Fareign
Minister Wang Yi
'will meet Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
during his two-day vis-
it to India, beginning
Monday, according to
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA).
The meeting, to be
held on y
sumes significance as it
is taking p]am: days be-
fore Modi's planned trip
to China to attend the
annual summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).
Before calling on the
PM, Wang will hold sep-
arate talks with External

Chines: Fareign Minister Wabg 11

Affairs Minister 5 Jais-
hankar and National Se-
curity Advisor Ajit Doval
that could see both sides
deliberate on a range
of key issues, including
horder situation, trade

and resumption of flight
Services,

The Chinese foreign
minister’s visit is largely
seen as part of ongoing
efforts by the two neigh-
bours to rebuild their re-

HIGHLIGHT

m fefore calling on the
PM, Wang will hold
talks with EAM lais-
hankar and NSA Ajit
Doval that could see
both sides deliberate
on a range of key is-
sues, including border
situation, trade and
resumption of flight
services

lationship after it came
under severe strain fol-
lowing the deadly Gal-
wan Valley clashes in
2020,

Agency

Coogress beader kabul Gandhi

Bihar was a way to steal
votes of the people of the
state,

He alleged that the
Modi government
hrought in a law in 2023
to ensure that no one
can take action against
an election commission-
er as the EC is “helping”
the BJP and “imluﬁ',inp,

in vate chori” along with
them.

“Today they (EC) hebd a
press conference. T want
to ask them why did the
government change the
law on CCTV foatage of
election process,

“Da you know that
no case can be initiat-
ed against the election

HIGHLIGHT

® The Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sab-
ha also alleged that
the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar was
a way to steal votes
of the people of the
state.

commissioner. In  no
court in India can there
be a case against the
election  commission-
er. This law was made
in 2023. Why was this
law made? It was made
because Narendra Modi
and Amit Shah want to
ensure that no one can
take any action against
the EC as it is helping
them and is indulging
in voter chori along with
them,” Gandhi said.

He asserted that the
INDIA blec will not let
“vote chori” happen in
Bihar.
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PM Modi inaugurates 2 highways
worth Rs 11,000 crore in Delhi

Del

P ndra Modi  on
Sunday inaugurat-
ed the D section of

the Dwark pressway
and the Urban Exten-
sion Road-1I (UER- ITJ,
worth Rs 11,000 crore,
which are aimed at re-
ducing traffic jams in
Delhi and its surround-
ing areas,

The two projects have
been  developed under
the government’s com-
prehensive plan to de-
congest the capital, with
the objective of greatly
improving connectivity
cutting travel time, and
reducing traffic in Delhi
and its surrounding ar-
eas.

PM ok a walkthrough of Dwarka Expressway on the
Natianal Highway prof
Expressway avd Urhan Extension Raad

oy of two maj

, in New Delhi

These new projects are
expected to significantly
reduce travel time from
Sonipat, Rohtak, Baha-

durgarh and Gurugram
to IGI Airport when
completely operational,
“Dwarka  Expressway

of the electoral roll re-
vision in Bihar, Kumar
said that it is a myth that
SIR has been carried out
in haste and emphasised
that it is the EC’s legal
duty to correct the voter
list before every election.

“It is a matter of grave
concern that some par-
ties and their leaders
are spreading  misi
formation on SIR in Bi-
har, some political par-
ties are firing from thn'
Election Commis
shoulder. The EC ex-
horts all political parties
to file claims and objec-
tions on draft electoral
rolls in Bihar, 15 dayvs
are still remaining," the
CEC said.

“Doors of the Elec-
tion Commission are
open to everyone, and
booth-level officers and
agents are working to-
gether in a transparent
manner,” he said.
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Three killed,
8 hurt in
shooting at
New York
restaurant

New York

Three people were killed
and eight others injured
after multiple guamen
opened fire inside a
restaurant in Brooklyn,
New York, in the early
hours of Sunday (local
time), according to the
New York Post,

The deceased has been
identified as three men,
who were 27, 35 and of
unknown age. Soon after
the incident, the injured
were admitted to the
hospital.

According to  NYPD
(New York City Police
Department) Commis-
sioner Jessica Tisch, po-
lice officers responded
to the calls of a shooting
at a restaurant located
in Brooklyn's Crown
1eights neighbourhood,
shortly before 3:30 a.m.,
the New York Post re-

ported.
At least 36 shell cas-
ings were recovered

from the incident spot.

The police department
has launched an inves-
tigation into the matter.
Till now, no arrests have
been made in the case
and the suspects are yet
to be identified, report-
ed the New York Post,

Eardier on August g,
three people, includi
a woman, were injuw
after a teenage gunman
opened fire near a crowd-
ed intersection in the

popular hotspot of New
York's Times Square,
quoting police, the New
York Post reported.

The gunman opened
fire allegedly after a
dispute broke out be-
tween two people near
the intersection of 44th
Street and 7th Avenue
at around 1:20 am (local
time), according to the
New York Police Depart-
ment. Agency




Some parties
spreading
‘misinformation’:
CEC slams Oppn
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Kumar said the

EC
cannot discriminate
among political parties,
and both ruling and
opposition  parties are
equal before the poll au-
thority.

“It 15 an insult to the
Indian Constitution  if
clection petitions are not
filed within 45 days but
allegations of vote chori
are raised,” he said.

Neither the EC nor
the voters are scared of
“baseless allegations™ of
double voting and “vote
chori”, Kumar stressed,
adding that the Election
Commission will remain
steadfast with voters of
all classes without both-
ering about politics be-
ing played by some.

“More than one crore
employees are engaged
in the election exercise.
Can “vote chori’ happen
in such a transparent
process?" he questioned.

The comments come
as  the  Opposition
stepped up its attack
against the poll roll revi-
sion in Bihar and on the
allegations of ‘vate chori’
raised by Congress.

Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sunday
alleged that the whole
country now knows that
the Election Commis-
sion is “stealing” elec-
tions in collusion with
the BJP and asserted
that the INDIA bloe will
not let them suceeed
in their “conspiracy” to
steal the Bihar Assembly
polls by voter additions
and deletions through
SIR.

He was addressing a
gathe in Sasaram at
the launch event of his
1,300 km ‘Vater Adhikar
Yatra' covering over 20
districts in Bihar.

The CEC said that the
latest SIR bec:
sary in the wake
plaints by many parties
and migration of voters
within the country,

7 dead in cloud-

burst, landslide

in |-K's Kathua
CONTD FROM PAGE-1
{eommunity kitch-

en) site for the Machail
Mata Yatra, damaging 16
houses and government

ildings, tem-

gs, three
s, four water m
3|1-mﬂrc—]nns( b
and more than a dozen
vehicles.

The rescuers conduct-
ed three more controlled
explosions within a span
of 45 minutes to blow
up giant houlders ham-
pering the search opera-
tion, especially near the

1

overcast con-
ditions, the joint teams
of police, Army, National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster
Response Foree (SDRF),
Border Roads Organ
tion (BROY), civil ad
istration, and local val-
unteers are continuing
the rescue efforts.

‘he rescuers are uti-
lising more than a dozen
carth-movers and other
heavy equipment, while
the NDRF has mobilised
its resources, including
dog squads, to speed up
the rescue operation.

The work on the bai-
ley bridge is going on at
full speed and was only
halted when the rescu-
ers went for controlled
explosions to detonate
the huge boulders, the
officials said.

General Officer Com-
ummlmg of the Army's
counter-insurgency Del-
ta Force, Major Gener-
al A P S Bal, said Army
engineers conducted a
survey of the area after
the need for a bridge was

Advt Contact :
9818-799941
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School and Mass education Minister Nityanand
Gand faces uproar over controversial Statement

Manoranjan Sasmal
Bhubaneswar:

remark by School

and Mass Edu-

ation  Minister
Nitvanand Gand has
triggered  widespread
outrage among teachers
and parents, sparking
a fresh debate on the
condition of schools in
Odisha. Speaking at a
workshop for block and

district-level  officers
during the state-wide
Nav Bharat interview

program, the minister ad-
vised teachers to “change
their mentality” in order

ke schools more

Whlln
stressed
were no longer fune-

the
that

minister
schools

tioning in a healthy
environment and that
should take re-
sibility for improv-
ing the atmosphere, he
avoided addressing the
long=standing gricvane-
es of the teaching com-
munity. His comments
have been sharply erit-
icized by teachers’ as-
sociations, who argue

that the government

is attempting to shift

hlanu. rather Lhun re-

' bodies have
pointed out that de-
spite  mounting chal-
lenges, they have nev-
er neglected their duty
to students. They cite

pressing prublcun such
as the lack of pension
or retirement benefits
in 2,551 newly grant-
ed schools, and the
absence  of  financial
support for 39 Sanskrit
tolls, 194 high schools,

AESL Marks 16 Glorious Years
with ANTHE 2025 Launch

Marking 16 suceessful
years of transforming
student aspirations into
achievements, Aakash
Educational  Services
Limited (AESL), the
national leader test
preparatory serviees,
proudly announces the
launch of its flagship in-
itiative — ANTHE 2025
(Aakash National Talent
Hunt Exam). One of the
most  awaited annual
events in the Indian aca-
demic calendar, ANTHE
2025 aims to empower
Class V-XII studying
students to rise above
challenges and emerge
as true problem solvers.

Carrving forward its
mission of democratizing
access to quality educa-
tion, ANTHE 2025 offers
up to 100% scholarships
worth 250 Cr in total to
Classroom, Aakash Dig-
ital and lnvictus Cours-
es, along with signifi-
cant cash awards worth
T2.5 Cr helping students
achieve their dreams of a
successful career in med-
fcine or engineering, The
exam opens the door for

students to avail the best
coaching for competitive
exams like NEET, JEE,
State CETs, NISE, and
Olympiads, offered by
Aakash's expert faculty.
Adding to this com-
mitment, Aakash is also
launching the Invictus
Ace test, a scholarship
exam for admission to
the Aakash Imvictus JEE
Advanced  preparation
program  for  students
from Classes 8 to 12 stud-
ving. The national-level
eligibility-cum-scholar-
ship test will be conduct-
ed on August 24, Angust
41, and September 7,
2025, The three-hour test
(10:00 AM to noo PM),

available in both online
and offline modes, car-
rics a T3o0 application
fee, Those who perform
exceptionally  well  will
be rewarded with schol-
arships of up to 100%
and exciting cash prizes,
Aakash Invictus is avail-
able to students at ex-
clusive Invictus Centers
in Delhi-NCR, Chennai,
Bengalurn, Lucknow,
Meerut, Prayagraj, Deh-
radun, Bhopal, Indore,
Ahmedabad, Chandi-
garhRohtak, Hyderabad,
Namakkal, Coimbatore,
Bhubaneshwar Ranchi,
Trichy Vieag, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Durgapur & Pat-
na.

and 15 madras
dition, more than 2 400
headmaster posts and
aver 5,000 teacher posts
remain  vacant. Even
in  fully grant-in-aid
schoals, more than 1,700
teachers continue to face

Teachers' bodies have
pointed out that de-
spite mounting chal-
lenges, they have nev-
er neglected their duty
to students.

hardships due to inade-
ql]ﬂ".‘ TESOLUTCeS.

According 1o
ers, many schools lack

teach-

even the most basic in-
frastructure,  including
computers, laboratories,
and proper classrooms.
Diespite these constraints,
they argue that they con-
tinue to ensure uninter-
rupted teaching. A year
into  the government's
new term, little has been
done to resolve these
systemic  shorteomings,
they claim.

J'he

cused the government
of evading responsibil-
ity by blaming Ltan.h
ers. Their long-p

Amit Shah to release stamp
commemorating Vithalbhai

ative

Patel’s centenary

tel”
Union  Minister  of
Communications  and
of North

‘mn] c

postal stamp marking
the centenary of Vithal-

bhai Patel at the upen
ing All India Speakers
Conference, officials said
on Sunda

Patel was the first
clected Indian President
[H]l:a]\:r) nf the Central

F.“torr: Region Jyotira-
ditya M Scindia will also
attend the event.
Lssued by the Min
of Communications in
collaboration with India
Post, the stamp will hon-

our the “distinguished
parliamentary  legacy
and 1 con-

bly in

25,

Dclhi Assembly Speak-
er Vijender Gupta said,
“Honouring our parlia-
mentary pioneers is not
just about bering

ing dcmnnds—such
as salaries at par with
central scales and the
serapping of outdat-
ed  schemes—have
not been addressed.

history, but also about
drawing inspiration for
the future, In this spir-
it, this stamp is being
released as a centenary
tribute to Vithalbhai Pa-

tributions” of Vithalbhai
Patel, said the statement.

The commemorative
issue recognises Vithal-
bhai Jhaverbhai Patel's
pioneering role in In-
dia's freedom movement
and his leadership as the
first Indian to preside
over the Central Legisla-
tive Assembly on August
24, 1925,

Govt positive about bringing in
law to protect advocates Fadnavis

Kolhapur:
Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis
on Sunday said his gov-
ernment was  pasitive
about introducing a law
to ensure the safety of
advocates  and  would
take an appropriate deci-
sion in that regard.

The CM was speaking
at an event in Kolhapur
after Chief Justice of
India B R Gavai inaugu-
rated the Bombay High
Court's new circuit bench
there,

Fadnavis said there
has been a demand for a
law to ensure the safety
of advocates and that his
government was positive
about the need for such
legislation.

He said the govern-
ment was committed to
modernising and  up-
grading court infrastruc-
ture in the state so that
Justice is delivered to the
common  man  expedi-
tiously.

History has been cre-
ated in Kolhapur with
the culmination of a
so-year-old struggle to

Centre brought law in 2023 to ensure no
one can take action against EC: Rahul

Aurangabad (Bihar):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday hit
out at the Election Com-
mission after its press
conference, alleging that
the Modi government
brought in a law in 2023
to ensure that no one
can take action against
the poll body as it is
“helping” the BJP and
“indulging in vote chori”
along mlh them.

ing a gathering
here at the end of first
day of his Voter Adhikar
Yatra which began from
Sasaram this afternoon,
Gandhi also said while
he was asked to sub-
mit an affidavit after his
press conference  expos-
ing “vote chori”, no such
demand was made from
BJP leaders who made
similar claims in their
Presser.

'he Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha also
alleged that the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
aof electoral rolls in Bihar
was a way to steal votes of
the people of the state.

“Today they (EC) held a
press conference, [ want
to ask them why did the
government change the
law on CCTV footage of

-

V.

election process.
“Do you know that no

case can be initiated
against the election com-
missioners. In no court in
India can there be a case
against them. This law
was made in 2o23. Why
was this law made? It was
made because Narendra
Modi and Amit Shah want
to ensure that no one can
take any action against
the EC as it is helping

O STERY MEDAS P

them :md is indulging
in voter chord along with
them,” Gandhi said.

He said it is a fight to
protect Ambedkar's Con-
stitution and the prinei-
ple of ‘one person, one
vote',

Earlier, addressing a
press conference in Delhi,
Chief Eleetion Commis-
sioner Gynaesh Kumar
said the electoral roll revi-
sion is aimed at remaovi

e €134, 108 e T
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all shorteomings in voter
lists and it is a matter of
grave concern that some
parties

are  spreading
rmation about it
1g from the EC's
shoulder”™

The CEC rejected as
“bascless” the allegations
of double wvoting and
“vote theft” and asserted
that all stakeholders are
working to make SIR a
success in a transparent

i Bt na Moy
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get a circuit bench of the
HC, he said.
The chief minister re-
called that the state cab-
inet had resolved on May
12, 2015, to set up a cir-
enit bench in Kolhapur.
“When Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited
Kolhapur (then) for a
programme  organised
by Pudhari newspaper,
a request for the circnit
bench was placed before
him,” he said.
“In 2018,

minister

o
Chandrakant Patil had

led an all-party delega-
tion 1o me for the Kol-
hapur cireuit bench
pursued the matter
even told the Bombay
High Court that we were
ready to set up judicial
infrastructure  for the
same,

“But the momentumn for
the circuit bench picked
up under CJI Bhushan
Gavai. He has personally
monitored the progress
of the ecircuit beneh pro-

EC stands thoroughly exposed for
incompetence partisanship: Cong

New Delhi:
The Congress on Sun-
day alleged that tili.
Election s

“Today, a short while
after Shri Rahul Gan-
dhi launched the IN-
DIA janbandhan's Vot-

stood “thoroughly ex-
posed” not only for its
“incompetence” but also
for its “blatant parti-
sanship”, soon after the
chief election commis-
sioner defended the SIR
in Bihar and rejected as
“hasele: the opposi-
tion party’s allegations
of “vote theft”.

The Congress also
termed as “laughable”
the claims made by the
EC that it makes no
distinction between the
ruling party and the Op-
position,

Addressing a
conferenee  here, CEC
Gynacsh  Kumar  said
the electoral roll revision
is aimed at removing all
shortcomings in voter
lists and it is a matter of
grave concern that some
parties  are  spreading
misinformation about it
and “firing from the EC's
shoulder”.

Responding  to the
CEC's remarks, Congress
general seerctary (com-
mumications) Jairam
Ramesh asked whether
the poll body will im-
plement  the  Supreme
Court's August 14 orders
in letter and spirit.

press

er Adhikar Yatra from
Sasaram, the CEC and
his two ECs began by
s ving they make no
ction between the
party and the op-

.
is laughable, to
put it very mildly, in
the face of mountains
of evidence to the con-
trary. Notably, the CEC
answered none of the
pointed questions raised
by Shri Rahul Gandhi
meaningfully,” Ramesh
said in a post on X.

Claiming that what
Gandhi has stated so far
are based on the EC's
own data, he said, “The
ECL stands thoroughly
exposed not only for its
incompetence but also
for its blatant partisan-
ship.”

“All that matters now
imply this: will the
IC1 implement, in letter
and spirit, the Supreme
Court’s orders of August
14th, 2025 on the Bihar
SIR proeess?” Ramesh

“It is constitutional-
ly bound to do so. The
nation waiting and
the Congress

leader asserted.

ject. Now, the land has
also been

transferred  for  the
construction of the new
bench building,”

The CM said the circuit
beneh has apened doors
for an all-round devel-
opment of Kolhapur,
which has now taken the
“centre stage” along with
Solapur, Satara, Sangli in
the Pune region and Rat-
nagiri and Sindhodurg in
the coastal Konkan belt.

Rahul Gandhi
calls SIR ‘con-
spiracy’ to steal
votes in Bihar
elections
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Gandhi said that itisa
fight to protect Ambed-
kar's Constitution and
the principle of ‘one per-
son, one vote’,

“The EC declared living
Lmnp]n dead, those who

ave voted in previous

lls, their names have

en deleted. 1 asked a
person why ‘vour name
was removed, he said
there is an order from
above, whose order, Nar-
endra Modi and EC", They
have deleted the vates of
65 lakh people, why? Be-
cause they want to help
Adani and Ambani, they
want to steal your money,”
Gandhi said.

The former Congress
president alleged that af-
ter taking away land and
resources of the people,
“now they want to take
away the last thing that
is left with you, the right
to vote”, he said.

“The EC is doing this
apenly. They say ‘we will
delete voters and  not
show you the voter list".
But we will show you the
power of the people of Bi-
har,” Gandhi said while
addressing the gathering.
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Karawal Nagar
Dist. Congress
organises ‘Voter
Adhikar Yatra'

Staff quner

kers

\‘.hL leadership of Delhi
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee president Devender Ya-
dav, held a protest in the
Karawal Nagar district on
Sunday against "Vote Chori”
by the BIP in collusion with
the Election Commission of
India (ECT).

According to the Dethi
Congress, the said protest
was to endorse Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi's
16-day Voter Adhikar Yatra
for the ‘One Man One Vote'
campaign, which was
launched in Bihar today.

The Voter Adhikar Ya-
trat led started from the Dis-
trict Congress Committee
affice, Ag, Dayaved Bhawan
via Indian Gas Agency, 100+
Foota Road, Burari in which
alarge number of Congress.
wokers took the pledge to
raise theirvoice against the
autocratic BJP government
which indulgedin vote theft
with the help of the ECI to
steal assembly and Parlia-
mentary elections from the
Congress and other major
Opposition parties.

Delhi Congress president
‘Vadav said that when Leader
af the Opposition in the Lok
Sgbha Rahul Gandhi ex-
posed the “Vote Chori™ by
the BIP through a powerful
presentation based on the
recards of the Election Com-
mission, the ECI, instead of
Teplying to the points raised
by Rahul Gandhi, issued no-
tice to Rabul Ji to cover up
its own illegal action. He
said that the BCT was adopt-
ing a similar Vote Chori’
method through SIR in Bi-
har against which Rahul
Gandhi lnunched a powerful
campaign today.

Yadav said that the Con-
gress was fighting to save the.
Constitution and the BIP,
RSS hid to subvert elections
through Vote Chari’ to steal
the people’s mandate to help
BJP stay in power in which
the EC1 was guilty of danc-
ing to the tune of the BIP's
subversive agenda.

DMRC succeeds in
reducing

overhead
equipment tripping
due to kite flying

Staff Reporter
New Delhd

The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) claims to
have sucoeeded in reducing
overhead equipment (01 IL}
tripping caused pri
kite flying durimg the Inde-
pendence Day when kite fly-
ing reTnains at its peak as well
as on Janmashtami which
fell on the very next day.

With all the neces:
measures put in place, inci-
dents of service dismiptions
eansad by kite strings getting
entangled in the metro's
averhead wires during the
festive season of August have
reduced significantly over
theyears, particularty around
the Independence Day —
from 102 in 2021 to go in
2002, 33in 2023, 23 in 2024
and just 11 in 20235, accord-
ing to the DMRC sources.

Traditionally, the kite
strings—especially metallic-
coated manjha— which get
entangled with the metro’s
overhead wires, have been
the leading canse of the OHE
tripping during this period
uﬂ.cn rts\ﬂhngmdclm .'u:d
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Fake bank support call centre
busted six arrested across states

New Delhi

elhi Police has

busted an illegal

call centre in

Vikaspuri area,
arresting six cyber frand-
sters who were duping peo-
ple by posing as technical
support from a private
bank. They allegedly tar-
#eted new card holders in
name of extending credit
card limits and PIN gener-
ation assistance, officials
=aid on Sunday.

Arrests wene marde scross
Delhi, Haryana and Telan-
gana, police said, adding
that a total of 41 mobile
phones, a laptop, a router
and diaries containing
hank customer data were
seized from the accused.

According to police the
accused have been identi-
fied as Vijay Kumar Shar-
ma (46}, Moolchand
Mishra (51), Amit (27),
Pradecp Sahu (28), Gaurav
(38) and Hemant (25).

The syndicate duped
nearly Rs 85 lakh from
multiple vietims, with a5
complaints already found
registered on the National
Cvbercrime Reporting Por-

.t.ai ({NCRF) against the re-
covered mobile numbers,
“The case came to light

when a resident from
Dwarka, Virender Kumar
(42). lodged a complaint on
June 21, saying that after
applying for a new private
bank credit card, he re-
ceived a call regarding PIN
generation. Soon, an unau-
thorised transaction of Rs
2.81 lakh was detected in
his account,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Dwar-
ka) Ankit Singh said.

An FIR was registered
and further investigation
was taken up following he
complaint, he said,

The officer said the ac-
cused ran an illegal call

Noida Authority gets only
three applications under
commercial plot scheme

Noida

Only three applications
were received for 10 plots
under the Noida Authori-
ty's commercial plot
scheme within the stipu-
lated time.

The autk has start-

After this, the period of
the scheme was extended
twice for one week each,
but n i Was Te-

posed as bank officials.
They would contact unsus-
pecting credit card holders,
offering them enhanced
credit limits or PIN gener-
ation assistance,

value maobile phones
through e-commerce plat-
forms. These phones were
later sold to local retailers
at discounted rates, with
the fraudsters posing as
company dealers,” Singh
said,

Police said technical sur-
veillance revealed that the
fraudulent call to the com-
plainant originated from
Vikaspuri area. Further
probes traced mule ac-
counts and fake SIM cards
used in the erime to Pani-
pat in Haryana, Bathinda
in Punjab and Telangan's
Hydembad.

Simuoltaneous mids were
ufll\:lll&.lul in Vikaspuri and

During the
they tricked victims mlu
downloading an APK file,
which allowed the frand-
sters to remotely access
their mohile phones, in-
cluding SMS. This gave
them control over OTPs
and banking details.

"The gang wonlrt tlwn
use the stolen cred to

Hy d, leading to the
arrest of klug}!ln Vijay
Sharma and his aides.
Sharma had roped in four
women telecallers to ure
victims, after which he per-
sonally handled calls, sent
malicious APK files and si-
phoned funds, police said.
Amit, operating from Hy-
derabad, d fake

exhaust the victim's credit
card limits by transferring
money into mule bank ac-
counts or purchasing high-

SIM cards and mule bank
accounts, while Pradeep
Sahu procured SIMs of
poor people in Haryana for

fraudulent use. Moolchand
Mishra acted as manager of
the fake call centre, and
Gauray assisted as driver
and co-partner.

Sharing profile of all the
aceused, police said Vijay,
a resident of Uttam Nagar,
holds degrees in B.Com,
LLB, and holds technical
degrees of software and
hardware. He is the alleged
mastermind of the racket.

Amit, from Panipat in
Haryana, has only primary
school education and han-
dled mule accounts and
SIM cards. Moolchand,
from Aligarh in Uttar
Pradesh, studied till Class
10 and worked as manager
of the call centre.  Police
said that Pradeep, also
from Panipat, is a p ry
school pass-out who sup-
plied SIM cards, while Gau-
rav from Kirari, Delhi,
studied till class 7. Hemant
also from Uttam Nagar
studied till class 12 and as-
sisted in operations.

Further investigation is
underway to identify more
victims and financial trails
linked to the gang, police
said.

Delhi gets rain in
afternoon many
places waterlogged

New Delhi
Rain lashed parts of the na-
tional capital on Sunday af-
ternoon, sending the city
traffic into a disarray with
many places witnessing wa-
terlogging and traffic jams.

Dhaula Kuan, Naraina,
Patel Nagar, Vijay Chowlk,
Jangpura, Rohind, Firneshah
Road and Pariament Street
received rainfall, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

The city had earlier
recorded 1 mm of rain in the
24 hours ending 8.30 am.

According to the data
from the Automatic Weath-
er Stations (AWS] till 5.30
pm an Sunday, Pusa record-
ed 13 mm of rainfall,
Janakpuri and Najafgarh o
mm each, Naraina 7 mm,
Pragati Ma]dan 2.7 mm,
Narela 2.5 mm, Sai-
ence 2 mm, and SPS 1.5
mam. Eurh'rr in the day,
the weather department had
forecast a generally cloudy
sky with one or two spells of
rain or thundershowers.

Along jam was witnessed
on the Lala Jagat Narayan
Marg towards Netaji Sub-

Convenience of devotees is govt’s priority, all festivals
will be celebrated with grandeur Rawnder Indraj

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
The Delhi Government's
Minister for Social Wel-
fare, I!.wlnder]ndru Singh,

cefved,
After this, the applica-
tion process in the scheme
topped. Now the doc-

ed ex.\m'ming' the docu-
ments of the applicants.
The officials concerned
said that plots of area
smaller and larger than
20,000 square meters
were included in this
scheme. Three applications
were received under this
stheme after the stipulat-
ed time for applying ended.

uments of the applying
agencies are  being
checked. If the documents
are found correct, then the
process of e-auction will be
carried out.

The officials concerned
further said that all the
three applications have
come in the category of
plots of different areas.

d that making
things easy for devotees is
a top priority for the gov-
ernment.

Following the snccessful
celebration of Kanwar Yatra
and Janmashtami, the gov-
ernment plans to organize
Ramleela performances
and Dussehra festivities on
a grand scale. He acknowl-
edged the efforts of local
residents and youth who
volunteered to help manage
these events.

During the Shri Krishna

Janmotsav in the Bawana
Assembly constituency,
Minister Indraj participat-
ed in various celebrations,
offering prayers and shar-
ing joy with the devotees.

Woman gives birth at Anand Vihar
Railway Statlon RPF extends timely help

Ravi Dalmia

Mew Dethi
A woman delivered a baby
girl on Saturday evening at
Delhi’s Anand Vihar Rail-
way Station, with timely in-
tervention by the Railway
Protection Foree (RPF) un-
der its “Operation Ma-
trushakti.” Both mother and
child are reported to be
healthy.

According to officials, a
passenger alerted Sub-1n-
spector Rohit Singh that a
WOman was experiencing
severe labor pain between
pillar numbers 20 and 210n
platform number 3. Singh,
along with woman consta-
ble Poonam, rushed to the
spot and called for an am-
bulance. The woman, who

was accompanied by her
husband, gave birth to a
baby gid on the platform
hefore medical help could
arrive.

Other women

i
mother and newborn. RPF
personnd also managed the
sitnation with sensitivity
and ensured that proper
care was extended until
medical asst arrived.

stepped forward to assist,
providing first aid to the

Delhi election officer begins
process to delist 41 parties

New Dethi
The office of the lec-
toral Officer of Delhi hm be-

gun the process of delisting
41 political outfits, who did
not field candidites in elec-
tions and has issued show-
cause notices to them.
The parties have to give a
reply to the notice by Au-
gust 27, Some of these Reg-

¥ inmetros
es. The DMRC has estab-
lished a dedicated response
system to manage such inci-
dents. Mainterance teams
comprising 5-7 members
are deployed across all lines
during these occasions which
immediately rush to the af-
fected location to remove
entangled strings, ensuring
restoration and maintain-
ing punctuality of the metro
services,

istered U d Po-
litical Parties (RUPPs) that
have been issned notices
are the Aam Aadmi Mukti
Morcha, Adarsh Political
Party, Bahujan Samajwadi
Party (Baba Saheb), Jan
Kalyan Party, Indian Busi-
ness Party.

The public notice, dated
August 12, said the CEQ
office was acting under Sec-
tion 294 of the Represen-
tation of the People Act,

1951, and Article 324 of the
Constitution after oheerving
that these parties neither
contested any election to
the Lok Sabha, the Delhi
Assembly nor any byelec-
tion.

Other parties include
Agar Jan Party, Akhand
Bharat Samaj Party, Labour
Party of India, Lok Nirman
Dal, Praja Congress Party,
Rashtriva Vikas Morcha,
Samata Sangharsh Party,
and Swaraj Janata Party
among others,

The Delhi CEQ has called
upon the parties to wbm:l

RPF Anand Vihar in-
charge Shailendra Kumar

said the couple are resi-
dents of JJ Camp in Nivas
Pur, Badli village, north-
west Delhi, and were on
their way to their native vil-
lage in Mirgi Mahwadad
Hami Khas, Jharkhand.

The ambulance reached
shortly after the delivery,
and the RPF team safely
transferred the mother and
child to a nearby hospital.
Doctors kater con that
both were in good health.

Expressing gratitude, the
woman's lushand thanked
the RPF team for their sup-
port, Officials noted that
“Operation Matrushakti™ is
aimed at providing assis-
tance and security to
WOMEN PASSENEETS ACTOSS
the milway network.

He attended Janmashtami
programs at Shd Krishna
Seva Braj Mandal in Ishwar
Colony and Shri Guru Kri-
pa Vatika, joining the com-
munity in celebrating.

The Minister confirmed
that, under the guidance
of Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, the government will
ensure special measures
for security and traffic man-
agement during festivals.
This includes cooperation
with local suthorities and
police, forusing on cleanli-
ness, drinking water, light-
ing, and traffic control.

There will be a sufficient
number of police for crowd
management and medical

PUBLIC NOTICE

hash Place, with about half
of the road towards the foot-
path submerged.

A glut of vehicles, caused
by the lifting of traffic re-
strictions imposed by the
police for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to the
Rohini area, contributed to
it.

‘Waterlogging was also
witnessed at the Rani Bagh
red light on the road leading
to Punjabi Bagh.

The city recorded a max-
mum temperature of 34.2
degrees Celsius and a min-
mum of 25.6 degrees Cel-
sius.

The relative humidity was
8o per cent at 5.30 pm.

The IMD has forecast a
generally cloudy sky with
one or two spells of rain or
thundershowers on Mon-
dary, with the maximum and
minimum temperatures
likely to hover amound 34
and 24 degrees Celsius, re
spectively.

MY CLIENT 5H. SURESH KU-
AR 5/0 LATE BHAGWATI R/O
24245, TRILOCKPURI, DELHI,
HEREBY SEVERE ALL RELA-
TIONS AND DEBAR HER
DAUGHTER ANIALI FROS HIS
ENTIRE MOVEABLE / IMMOV-
ABLE PROPERTY DUE TO THEIR
HOSTILE BEHAVIOUR, DISO8E-
DIEMCE AND OUT OF CON-
TROL MY CLIENT OR HIS FAMI-
LY MEMBIERS SHALL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR ANY
ACTS OR DEEDS DONE BY
THEM WHATSOEVER
SAURAV DOGRA

ADVOCATE

CHAMBER: B-71, BIS BLOCKK,
TIS HAZARI COURT, DELHE-
110054

Wt &5 Informed to public in gen- |

Delhi minimum temperature

at 25.6 degrees

New Delhi

Rains lashed different
parts of the national cap-
ital on Sunday afternoon.

Areas such as Dhaula
Kuan, Naraina, Patel Na-
gar, Vijay Chowk, Jang-
pura, Rohini, Firozshah
Road and Parliament
Street received rainfall,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

According to the IMD,
the city recorded 1 mm
rain in the 24 hours end-
ing 8.30 am on Sunday.

Earlier in the day, the
weather department had
forecast generally cloudy
sky with one or twcl apel.]s
of rain or th

teams on standby for emer- | |2rthata Residential Fiat/Unit
gencics. Shri Ravinder In- | (M2 L‘”ég‘;:‘f‘”" :f':“"
draj nmmted the govern- egha Hp oo
ment's to fa- :: SHAHE, Wh":".
cilitating smooth religious ab:dnd'nl;mm .’Dlilira;‘l;wr
celebrations for all greement dated 28,08, 2004
ssued by Agarwal Assodates
{Promoters) Ltd. in faveur of
Purnima Juneja & Anand Ku-

Meanwhile, the city
recorded a minimum
temperature of 25.6 de-
grees Celsius, 0.9 notch-
es below the season's av-
erage.

Relative humidity was
recorded at 9o per cent at
8.30 am.

The air quality re-
mained in the satisfacto-
ry' category at 4 pm, with
an Air Quality Index
(AQT) reading of g1, the
Central Pollution Control

mar and Transfer Letter in
favour of Shri Inderjit Singh has.
been lost somewhere and it
could not be found despite
Egreat efforts. The Police Com-
plaint has also been lodged
about the lost of the said Allot-
mment letter/Builder Buyer
Agreement and Transfer Let-

ter,

H the said Original documents.
Le. Original Allotment; Builder
Buyer Agreement for Residen-
tial Flat of the ssid property ex-
ecute by Agarwal Associates
{Promaoters) Lid. in favour of
Purnima Juneja & Anand Ku-
mar and Transfer Letter in

ers, with the maximum
temperature expected to
settle around 33 degrees
Celsius.

Problems worsened due to 10 years of negligence

- Minister Sood’s attack on previous Govt
B Inspection of waterlogging pruhlem inla nalcpuri C-Block by Education Minister Ashish Sood.

Staff Reporter

ter, Ashish Sood, on Qun-
day visited C-Block,
Janakpuri, on August 17,
2025, to assess ongoing
waterlogging issnes
caused by heavy rains.

During this visit, he crit-
icized the previous gov-
ernment’s neglect over the
past ten vears, which has
waorsened the situation.

He noted that C-Block
experienced ne.urI) 2 f«'l
of water

a written repr

duly supported by an affi-
davit from the president or
general secretary, by Augnst
7. A personal hearing has
been scheduled on August
22,

to inadequate dramage
and took immediate ac-
tion by ordering the clear-
ing of sewer lids and drain
openings.

Local residents also ex-

pressed concerns about a
nearby liquor shop where
people drink in public and
play loud music, raising
safety issues, especially

for women, children, and
the elderly.

In response, Minister
Sood instructed the Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO)

Bhuardd (CPCB)  data | |goocoech inderjt Singh are
showed. person
According to the CPCB, Twﬂ:hrcm Wm:;txels
an AQI between zero and | | sbove said ownership of Sh,
50 is considered ‘good', 51 irgh, kindy i
to 100 'satisf; Y, 101 | |the same to the Notice lssuer
to 200 ‘moderate’, 201 to | within 15 days from the date
300 'poor’, 301 to 400 | |of pubbcation of this Notice,
'very poor’, and 401 to | |after which noabjection will
500 'severe'. be considered.
Nishakant Tiwari,
Panel Advocate, State Bank of
India Chamber No. 359, Civil
Court

to address these concerns
immediately and increase
police presence to ensure
safety, He also called for
urgent repairs to the di-
lapidated police outpost in
the area.

Sood highlighted the ef-
forts of the Delhi Govern-
ment, led by Chief Minis-
ter Smt. Rekha Gupta, in
u&druasmg v-atcr]uggmg.

and cl

Raj Nagar , Ghaziabad 201002

PUBLIC NDTICE

| Be it known toall concernesd
that my diient, Yash Faul and

| 5mt. Usha Devi R/O Plot
No.78A, G-Block, Qutub Vikar,
| Phase-l, Goyla Dairy, OC Goyla,
P.O. Chhawla, District- South
Wist, Delhi-110071." have
severed up all their relations
with effect from 16,08 2025
with their son named Sagar
Harsa 5o Yash Paul inall re-
spects. My client do hereby

| disoowm and disinherit their

z from all their

He mentioned regular
cleaning of drains and the
deployment of mobile
pumping stations in af-
fected areas to improve
drainage. Areas frequent-
ly facing waterlogging
have been desi d as

moveable and immovable
progerties, Bank Locker and

{ Pension. My client shall not be
responsible for amy act whatso-
ever dane by them,

SACHIN BHARGAV A
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO.540,

LA

"Hotspot Zones" for spe-
cial monitoring.

KA COURTS, DWARKA
| NEW DELHI-110075




0 PINION

“C.P. Radhakrishnan:

he election of India’s next Vice President,
scheduled for September g, 2025, comes at
a defining moment for Indian democracy.
What might otherwise have been 2 routine
constitutional exercise has assumed polit-
with the Bl

Janata Party and its allies in the Natlona] Democratic
Allianece their candid puram
Ponnusamy Radhakrishnan, the pmﬂ:nt Governor of
Maharashtra. His candidature represents maore than
a party decision; it reflects the BJP's strategic confi-
dence, its growing ambition in southern India, and
its conviction that the highest constitutional offices
should be entrusted to leaders with grassroots expe-
rience, ideological clarity, and personal simplicity.

C.P. Radhakrishnan's journey embodies precisely
those attributes, Born on 20 October 1957 m Tirup-
pur, Tamil Nadu, he entered public life as a swayam-
sevilk of the Rashtriya S '{waiec maevak Sangh, imbibing
early the discipline and ideological foundation that
would shape his entire career. He went on to become
one of the BJP's most res) faces in Tamil Nadu,
a state where the party historically struggled to es-
tahlish its roots. Twice elected to the Lok Sabha from
Coimbatore, first in 1998 and again in 1999, he quick-
Iv became known as a hardworking parliamentarian
and a leader who never shied away from raising local
concerns alongside national issues. Though he lost
subsequent elections in 2004, 2014, and 2019, his
stature within the party did not diminish, Instead, it
reinforced his image as a loval karyakarta who con-
tinued his organizational work without bitterness or
withdrawal.

ical and i

Between 2003 and 2006, he served as President of
the Tamil Nadu BJP, a role that tested his ability to
manage the party’s affairs in a complex Dravidian po-
litical landscape. At a time when the BIP’s presence
in Tamil Nadu was minimal, Radhakrishnan ensured
that the Ear% maintained its idelogical clarity while
steadily building its cadre base, In Coimbatore, his
popularity soared, particularly because of his stead-
fastness in the aftermath of the 1998 bomb blasts in
the city that killed and mJurul dozens. As the sitting
MP, he stood firm against divisive forces, working

lessly to 1 harmony and re-
build eonfidence in the eity, That moment, more than
any election, cemented his identity as a nationalist
leader rooted in both principle and compassion.

Over the years, his service to the party extended
into gubernatorial responsibilities. In February 2023,
he was appointed Governor of Jharkhand, where he
held office unnl Jub 2024, During,_ ths penod he
also shouldered bilities, serving

| Top stoRy, oeus, monpay 18, ausust 2025 |

h, Editor, STAR Views & Editorial
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P JW Mukharjee.

DTS

By Dr. Anil Singh

capable of fulfilling constitutional responsibilities
with dignity.

The electoral arithmetic behind this election leaves
little doubt about the outcome. The Vice President
is elected under Article 66 of the Constitution by an
electoral college consisting of members of both Hous-
es of Parliament—the Lok Sabha and the Rajva Sabha.
Unlike the Presidential election, where elected state

as Governor of Tel and as L Gov-
ernor of Puducherry in 2024. In July 2024, he was
appointed Governor of Maharashtra, one of India's
mast politically sensitive states, There, he has earned
respect across party lines for the balance 7 m‘dddlgm-

repres also p p the Viee Presiden-
tial election is confined Entm.b]y to MPs. Voting is
conducted through proportional representation by
means of a single transferable vote, and it is a secret
ballat, with no party whip permitted. While this the-

ty with which he discharged his consti
HHis tenure as Governor was marked by impartiality,
stabil uiet efficiency —traits that now make
him a fitting l:?"]lCE to preside over the Rajya Sabha
as India’s Vice President.

Prime \Imls:ter Narendra Modi himself acknowl-
these ities when the wils

made. In a social media post, the Prime Minister
praised Radhakrishnan's “dedication, humility, in-
tellect, and grassroots engagement,” noting how his
life of service has been an inspiration to countless
karyakartas. BJP President J.P. Nadda, in announc-
ing his nomination on August 17, 2025, called him a
“hardcore nationalist” who has served the party with
discipline and selflessness for decades. These en-
dorsements are not mere formalities; they highlight
the kind of leader the BJP wants to project—one root-
ed in ideology, respected for personal integrity, and

he murder of 1g-year-old Manisha, a

teacher from Bhiwani district, has shaken

the whole of Harvana. This case is not just

about the untimely death of a daughter,

but also a big question mark on the po-
lice system, society and governance of Haryana. The
question is why t{m safety of daughters becomes a
topic of discussion every time when a tragic incident
occurs? Why is the primary response of the police full
of neglect and prejudice instead of being sensitive
and proactive?

Manisha went missing on August 11 while return-
ing from nursing college. The family filed a police
complaint the same day. But the police's attitude was
extremely negligent, The father was put off by saying
that “the | girl must have run away and will return on
wi.” This statement not Lm])' shows the insen-
of the police but also shows that our security

f 5 have still not been able to come out of their
old rigid mindset.

The first information report was filed the next day
and the closed eircuit diagram of the college was also
collected on 13th August. That means three days of
time was wasted. During this time Manisha was mur-
dered by slitting her throat and an attempt was made
to burn the body. If the police had shown seriousness
immediately, perhaps her life could have been saved,
This case proves the fear of every family who has a
stone on their heart while sending their daughters
out of the house.

When Manisha's family saw the body, their grief
turned into anger. They refused to accept the body
and perform the last rites. They said that they will not

erform the last rites until the murderers are caught.
is resistance is not just the suffering of one family,
but of the entire society.

A continuous sit-in was held at Bhiwani Civil Ios-
pital. People from every village came to support. This
struggle reminds us that the public has to come out

Iy allows MPs to exes individual choice, in
practice the outeome is shaped decisively h} parlia-
mentary numbers. The NDA today o

YU

tory: Fomery Executive Editor, Aa Tak, ABP News & STAR

a significant work on warare reélsased by then Defence Ministar Mr.

this election reveals ahout the state of Indian poli-
tics today. The BJP and the NDA move with

From Tamil Nadu’s Streets to India’s Vice Presidency”

signals an effort to restore dignity and seriousness to
the proceedings of the Rajva Sabha.

Politically, the BJP's choice of a Tamil Nadu leader
has larger implications. By elevating Radhakrishnan,
the party s:gnalln% its determination to expand in
the Soufh particularly in Tamil Nadu, where Dravid-
ian politics has long dominated. The message is two-
fold: one, that the BJP is serious about ereating space
for Tamil leaders in the national mainstream; and
two, that its idea of nationalism is inclusive, capnh]e
of embracing regional aspirations while maintaining
ideological clarity. For the BIP's long-term ambitions,
particularly its vision of remaining the dominant na-
tional party for decades, making inroads into south-
ern India is essential. Radhakrishnan's elevation is
thus both recognition of his individual service and a
strategic investment in the party’s southern outreach.

As the INDIA bloe struggles with internal contra-
dictions, this election underscores once again the
importance of unity, discipline, and long-term vi-
sion in polities. The opposition may yet announce a

didate, but such an ment will likely he
symbolic rather than competitive, The real contest
has already been decided by the strength of numbers
and the weakness of opposition unity. What remains
is the broader question of what kind of Viee President
India will have, and in Radhakrishnan the answer ap-
PEArs reassuring.

Looking forward, the Vice President’s role in In-
dia’s demoeracy will only grow more critical. With
the Rajya Sabha emerging as a battleground for leg-
islative debates, the Chairperson must be both firm
and fair. At a time when politics is polarized, the
Vice President must embody restraint and dignity,
standing above partisan skirmishes to safeguard the
institution’s credibility. If Radhakrishnan can fulfill
this role with the same simplicity and steadiness that
have marked his career, he could well redefine the
importance of the office in contemporary Indian de-
MOCTACY.

1 1

the Vice Presidential el f2o25
will be remembered as more than a constitutional
pmdnw Itisa moment that reaffirms the BJP's

clarity, discipline, and fi ight, while the opy

in parl v politics, d
its ic intent in southern India, and eelebrates

alliance appears disorganized and reactive. The con-
trast could not be ahlrker nnd 1t is this contrast that
virtually 5 ion to

the journey of a leader who rose from grassroots ae-
tmsm to one uf the Republic’s highest offices. For
CP.H it is the culmination of decades

the oﬂloe of Vice President.

For Indian democracy, the office of the Vice Pres-
ident carries weight be\cm]

of disciplined service. For Indian democracy, it is the
promize of a Vice President who can restore dignity
to the Rajya Sabha and strengthen the foundations

As Chairperson of the Rzu)a Sabha, the Vice Presi-
dent plays a critical role in ensuring that Imrllamen-
tary debate remains meaningful, ]nglr.hmnn moves
forward without undue obstruction, and the dignity
of the Upper House is preserved. In recent vears, the
Rajya mhhn has become the site of intense political

13- 422 seats out of the 786 in both Houses combined,
gmng it an unquestionable majority. The TNDIA

loc, in contrast, is fragmented and snll searching
did d by the politi-

for a « its

cal controversies aurmnr;d.mg, the recent *vote chori™

episode in Bihar, Even if they were to field a nominee,
the oppaosition lacks the numbers to mount a serious
challenge.
This Vice Presidential election is also unusual be-
canse it has come earlier than scheduled. Jagd,
Dhankhar resigned from the office due to healt
reasons, necessitating a fresh election. This marks
the first early Vice Presidential election since 1987,
adding an element of historical significance. But the
real significance lies not in the timing but in what

with frequent d!ﬁmpl‘uma adjourn-
ments, and conf and
apposition. The n.-sponr.\hu]m uf the Chairperson in
such an environment is immense, I1e or she must
not only enforce discipline and rules but also balance
competing voices, ensuring that democratic debate
thrives without descending into chaos.

C.P. Radhakrishnan's personal traits—simplicity,
patience, humility, and balance—equip him well for
this role, His career trajectory suggests that he is not
easily swayed by political theatrics or personal am-
hition. laving navigated both electoral defeats and
gubernatorial responsibilities, he brings with him
a temperament suited to mediation and discipline.
His nationalist convictions are clear, but so too 15 his
commitment to fairness, In many ways, his election

Manisha murder case:
Question on law and order in Haryana

L

By Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

on the streets again and again for justice. What kind
of democracy is this where a citizen has to sit on a sit-
in with a dead body to make his voice heard?

Markets were closed in many towns including
Charkhi Dadri, Bhiwani, Badhra, Bhandwa and Lo-
haru. Roads were blocked. Candle marches were
taken out. This was a direct message from the public
that this will not be tolerated anymore. Whenever the
system fails in its duty, the public's anger shows it the

I

Poat, freslance journalist and
comnist, Radio and TV panakst,

“Manisha’s murder has put Haryana's police and
governance system in the dock. Delay in filing an FIR,
delay in taking the statement and ignoring the pleas

of parli ¥ BOVETTANCE. And for the BJP, itisa

of both and ex y—a Sig-
nal thnt the party’s nationalist project is nof merely
about electoral victory but about institutional lead-
ership,

The Viee President may often be viewed as a cer-
emonial figure, but in reality, the office is central to
the functioning of denmcrsn With Radhakrishnan
poised to assume this mantle, the country can expect
an ol’hcehoider who combmes ideological clarity with
huml]ll\
vulh instituticnal aulhf.ml) His victory is a near cer-
tainty, but his legacy will be shaped by how he trans-
forms the Rajya Sabha into a chamber of dignity, de-
hate, and disciplined democracy. In that lies the true
significance of this election, and in that lies the hope
of a more balanced and accountable future for India's
parliamentary life.

Haryana. His statement is not wrong. When people
are not able to trust the police, then it is clear that
the roots of the system have become hollow, But it

is equally true that opposition parties are limited to
mere rhetorie. While in power, they too did not take
conerete steps for police reform and women's safety.
Therefore, rﬁ: fault lies not only with the present gov-
ernment, but with the entire palitical system, which
never gave priority to this issue.

After every murder, we light candles, block roads
and demand strict punishment. But does our society's
attitude change after this? Looking at daughters with

ion when they step out of the house, restricting

of the family - all th p
The family's decision notlntaleitnbody is asymbol
that now the public will not be satisfied with mere
The has to that
mere transfers and suspensions will not improve the
situation. Till the time the police is not accountable
and the attitude towards women in society does not
change, such painful incidents will keep happening.”

mirror, People demanded that the culprits be hanged.
Their anger was not only with the criminals, but also
with the system that did not take action in time.

The growing public anger forced the Chief Minister
to take action, He transferred the Bhiwani Superin-
tendent of Police and suspended five policemen. The
question is, will the safety of daughters be ensured
by mere suspension and transfer? Doc-s palme reform

their freedom and the police’s attitude of “she must
have run away” - all these testify to our collective

We have to und d that the courage
of eriminals will break only when society gives equal
rights and a safe environment to daughters.

The path to reform is clear. It should be mandatory
to register every complaint immediately. The mind-
set of “running away” in cases of missing persons
must be eliminated. Suspension alone is not enough.
Criminal cases should be my,lstemd against guilty
officials and they should be given strict punishment.
Surveillance -::,-m:m and police patrolling should be
strengthened in colleges, schools and public places.
Hearing of crintes against women should be done
quickly and every case should be settled within six
mnnth:. This message should go from home to family

anchayat and society that the safety of daughters
u the responsibility of the entire society, not just the
EOVErnment.

The Manisha murder case has proved how weak

mean only changing names and cf
These steps seem to be temporary measures taken
under political pressure.

The opposition immediately made this issue an is-
sue. Former Chief Minister Bhupendra Singh Hooda
said that law and order has completely collapsed in

the law and order system is in Haryana. This is not
just & matter of one daughter, but a matter of con-
cern for every household. If we do not wake up now,
it is difficult to say how many more Manishas will fall
prey to this system tomorrow.
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No shortage of facilities or
funds for treatment: CM Yogi

B %1100 crore provided from CM'’s Relief Fund for treatment in a year: Yogi
|

Gorakhy

hief Minister Yogi

Adityanath  said

that Gorakhpur to-

day faces neither a
shartage of advanced med-
ical facilities nor financial
resources for high-leved treat-
ment,

Addressing the inmugura-
tion ceremony of Regency
Hospital on Sunday, CM
Yo also inspected the hos-
pital, reviewed its facilities,
and launched its patient app
“Regency My Care’,

He said, "The city now
has super specialty health-
care services, along with the
Prime Minister-Chief Min-
ister Jan Arogva Yojana
(Ayushiman), ensuring qual-
ity treatment for citizens, If
Ayushman coverage falls
short, patients receive full
support through the Chicf
Minister's Relief Fund and
contributions from public
representatives,”

He noted, "While expen-
sive healtheare was once out
of reach for the poor, it has
now become accessible, Un-
der the Ayushman scheme,
the state government has
already provided free treat-
ment worth up to ¥5 lakh to
5.5 crore people. For those
not covered under Ayush-
man or the CM Jan Arogya
Yojana, assistance is avail-
able from the Chief Minis-
ter's Relief Fund, while

UP gets its first
green hydrogen
plant country's
second

Gorakhpur (UF)
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Sunday inaugurated the
state’s first and the coun-
try's second green hydro-
gen plant at Khanimpur
village in Gorakhpur dis-
trict, setup by Torrent Gas
and Torrent Power, an of-
ficial statement issued here
said.

Calling it a milestone in
clean energy transition,
Adityanath said green hy-
drogen represents the “en-
ergy of the future” and
would play a decisive role
in protecting hiodiversity,
reducing carbon emissions
and improving human
‘health.

Addressing the gather-
ing, he said, “Tf we wish to
save humanity and civili-
sation, we must minimise

M]N can also extend up to
725 lakh from their funds.
Highlighting government
efforts, he added that 1,100
crare was dishursed through
the Relief Fund for treat-
ment in the past vear alone.
“Earlier, such facilities were
either unavailable or grant-
ed selectively through ‘pick
and chorse’,” he remarked.
Emphasizing the govern-
ment’s commitment, CM
Yogi said, "The true govern-
ment is the one that stands
with its people at all times.
Every citizen must have ac-
cess to facilities without dis-
erimination.”

He also pointed out that fi-
nancial assistance is available
from the Prime Minister's
Relief Fund, ensuring sup-
port b every level. With con-
sistent developmental strides
over the Ipast decade, peo-
ple’s economic capacity has

also inereased, but what they

now need most are proper
farcilities.

The Chiief Minister hailed
the launch of a 250-bedded
multi-super specialty hos-
pital with state-of-the-art
n'xfra.l:tmﬂ\lmm(":nra]hm
s

haspital has been designed
with uwtmeost care to ensure
patient safety,” he added.
The hospital, he said, will
serve as an excellent health-

The Chief Minister said
that the health sector st
foster healthy comp

UP govt’s forensic lab

A5

expansion boosts crime control

Lucknow

Under its zero-tolerance pol-
iy against crime, the Yogi
government has taken deci-
sive steps to integrate tech-
nology with pelicing in Uttar
Pradesh. Over the past eight
vears, the government has
L ded f

and present exemplary mod-
els of service. Recalling the

sic science laboratories o
prevent crime, identify crim-

care hub for nearly fivecrore role of Guru Gorakhnath inals, and sirict pun-
people of the region. Haospital in Gorakhpurmore | ishment through strong ev-

Reflecting on thepast, M than two decades ago, he | idence-based advocacy in
Yogi recalled that a decade  said, "At a time when | courts, swifter punishment fore In another signifi
ago, health facilities ineast-  Gorakhpur had no ICU or longside this, th inals, and enk 1 public | Uttar Pradesh’s
em UPwere inadeplorable  dialysis facilities, the hospi- lished its first ! injusticeand se-  forensic science infrastruc-
condition, with BRD Medical ~ tal pioneered these services | stitute, creating new career  curity — marking a key step  ture has been integrated with
College—then the only major ~ for the region. It also ad- |  opportunities for the youth  towards making the sate  the National Automated Fin-
center—struggling itself.  vanced blood bank services |  while also strengtheningthe  safer and more modern. gerprint Identification Sys-
Thanks to the i by establishing a blood fusti byenablingef-  Before 2017, Uttar  tem (NAFIS). The state fin-
of Prime Minister dra  arator and hlood fective use of forensic evi- hndmhlndmlvfmnﬁmm gerprint bureau and its net-
Modi and the state govern-  unit.” dence, especially in cyber- i iesin Lucknow, work have been upgraded
ment, the region now boasts He added that the hospi- | crime cases, Varanasi, Agra, and Ghazi-  with advanced technology,

vastly improved healtheare.
AIIMS Gorakhpar is fully
operational, and dozens of
hospitals have opened across
the state.

He further hu;h.llghted
that while eardi

tal has set a benchmark by
providing treatment based
on people’s medical needs as
well as their financial ca-
paity. “Today, the need is to
carry this model forward in

for eastern Uttar Pradesh.
Feipped with an 8o-bed-
ded ICU and comprehen-
sive services under one roof,
the hospital will benefit not
only eastern UP but also
northwestern Bihar and
Nepal.

He praised Regency Hos-
pital's contribustion to health-
care in Kanpur and lauded
partner Tanmay Modi for
establishing this facility in
Gorakhpur.

"Hospitals are meant to
heal, but without proper pre-
cautions, they can become
sources of infection. This

had the only medical col-
lege in eastern UP, today
medical colleges exist in
Easti, Siddharthnagar, Ma-
‘harajganj, Kushinagar, Deo-

an ded form,” he em-
phasized.
Welcoming Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath at the in-
auguration ceremony, Dr.
Atul Kapoor, Chairman and

Today, this Forensic In-
stitute has emerged as the
premier center for forensic
education and research in
the state, Here, training is be-
ing imparted to students,
trainee scientists, police of-
ficers, and investigative per-
sonnel, while advanced re-
search is also being carried
out on new technologies. As
a result, Uttar Pradesh is

abad, Under Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath's leader-
ship, eight more lahs have
Teen et up in Jhansi, Praya-
graj, Gorakhpur, Kanpur,
Bareilly, Gondsa, Aligarh, snd
Moradabad, taking the total
to 12. The expansion has
strengthened crime investi-
gations by ensuring timely
forensic reports for police
nwjmun-s rep]mngearher

connecting o STF units, 1
ATSunit, and 12 GRP units,
Hardware and software
installations have been com-
pleted at o8 locations, help-
ing Ulttar Pradesh secure the
first rank in the NCRE dash-
board released from New
Delhi. So far, over 4.14 lakh
fingerprints have been digi-
tized, making the identifica-
tiom of criminals and match-
ing of unidentified bodies
faster and more efficient.
Through NAFIS, the Polics
department can now quick-
Iy aceess information about
the identity of criminals and
their records. This technol-
ogyis also proving highly ef-
fective in kentifying uniden-
tified bodies. As a result, it

ria, Ayodhya, Jaunpur, Managing Director of Re- | gaining not just limited fa-
Bahraich, Balampur, Gon-  gency Hospital Group, gave | nationally, but also interna-  cilities.
da, Pratapgarh, Azamgarh, a detailed overview of the | tonally, in the field of foren- Recognizing the growing
Ambedkamnagar, Chandauli,  hospital’s facilities and serv- ic i need for modern forensic
Mirzapur and more, with  jces, Guided by Chief Minister  centers, the state govemn-
one spon o open in Ballia. He informed that the hos- Yq;i Adiryanxth's vinion. ment is now setting up six
AIIM‘{ fam]ma are now Tmal would also generate more lab s in Avod-
l in Gorakhpur and for Boo-goo | in Uttar Pradesh have hu-n hya, Basti, Banda, Azam-
Raebareli, while a world-  local people. G MF and mod garh, Mi and Saha-
«class cancer treatment cen-  Ravi Kishan Shuk[a and mﬂ\adwmced technologies  ranpur, Once operational,
ter has also been set up at  Pipraich MLAMahendra Pal | and skilled purs::rmci Ttu thesewill further enbs
BHU in collaboration with ~ Singh also addressed the | upgrades) idence and crime

Tata Cancer Hospital.

Cloudburst triggers floods,
widespread destruction in Mandi

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi
Heavy rains have once
unleashed destruction in
Mandi district, where dloud-
bursts triggered flash foods
that swept away land, ani-
mals, and vehicles, while
also disrupting traffic along
National Highway 21.
Since Saturday night, tor-
rential rains have cansed se-
vere damage in Uttarshal,
Batheri Arang, Bagi Nala,
and Sanor Ghati. Debris en-
tered several houses, while

wvehicles and livestock were b

washed away in the floods. by drain water, leaving

Near the Hanog Jagand temr traders to suffer significant fi-

ple on the Mandi-Manali  nancial losses.

highway, large amounts of The Beas river has also

rubblke blocked the road, fur-  swollen following contimous

ther adding to the disruption.  rainfall, carrving large
In Thalaut, a closdburst  amounts of soil and silt from.

over Shalanal causeda drain + the catchment aness. Officials

o swell d; by, flood- | i resid

ing the office of Afcon, the
company engaged in four-

away Furini the riverbanks,
warning of its dangerously

carbon emissions. Green lane highway construction,  strong currents,

energy will be crucial not | along with nearby buildings. Reports of destroction
Just for the i The flood: 1 1 have al from Uttar-
but also for reducing dis- the tunnel at Talan, while  shal and Arang in the Amar-
eases cansed by pollution,” | heavy debris covered stretch- — garh region, where farm-
he sand, es of the highway near lands, animals, and vehicks

Green hydrogen is hy-
drogen gas produced by
splitting water into hydro-
gen and oxygen using elec-
tricity produced through
renewahle energy sources.
The green here doesn't
mean that the produced
hydrogen gas is of green
colour; it is a reference to
zero usage of fossil fuels in
the production of hydrogen

E#s.

The Gorakhpur facility
will blend green hydrogen
with CNG and PNG for do-
mestic and industrial use,
marking a mauor step in

Takoli. The Takoli vegetable
market was hit particularly
hard, with shops, ware-
houses, and stock damaged

Congress used development for politics, BJP gives Narwana a

Komal Ramola
“handigarh

Nayab Singh Saini on Sun-
day accused the previous
Congress government of us-
ing development as a polit-
ical tool while ignoring the
real needs of the people.

clean fuel i

Hee said that with abun-
dunt water resources, UP is
well-positioned to emerge
as a hub for green hydro-
gen production.

He cited examples of
suceessful green initiatives
such as LED streetlights,
‘which have drastically re-

Mdrmnga public meelmg
1 by

S&malJuslm:alh] Empow-
erment Minister Krishan
Kumar Bedi, Saini said that
unlike the Congress, the
BJP government has
worked to ensure every re-
gion benefits from devel-
opment.

He said Jind district has

duced power consumption historically been a hub of
and ;.ubun emisshons, political activity, yet Nar-
e abili Wi i el

ly left

he noted, “Like mobile
phones, which were onee
costly but became accessi-
ble to all, green hydrogen
too will become cheaper
in the coming years.”

behind by previous admin-
istrations, “Seme people
only tweet about Narwana
and claim it as their home,
but in reality they never
cared about its progress,” he

were swept away. In Bagi
Nala, heavy debris washed
away the bridge connecting
Katola to Maheaur, forcing the

said,

Comparing figures, the
Chief Minister pointed out
that since 2014 the BJP gov-
emment has carried out de-
velopment works worth Rs.
2,105 crore in Narwana,

river to carve a new course
through people’s fields.

On Sunday moming, the
Kunmu Nala in Mandi began
to overflow but was deared
with the help of JCB ma-
chines. Meanwhile, traffic
on the Mandi-Manali high-
way has been blocked at
multiple points, induding
Uttarshal, Batheri Arang,
Bagi Nala, Thalaut, Shala
Nala, Masorana, Taknoli, Nag-
witl, and Aut. Restoration
wark is underway to reopen
the highway.

The administration con-
times to monitor the situa-
tion as rescue and clearance
operations move forward
amid warnings of more rain.

while the Congress govern-
ment had spent only Rs.
607 cron: during its tenure,
He added that of the 111
announcements made for
Narwans in the last decade,
g8 have already been com-

gathering,

crime control, enabled

control in the state.

trol and enabled swift action
against offenders.

Haryana gets development projects
worth Rs 2,000 Cr from PM Modi

Shiv Kumar

New Delhi
Prime Minister Narendra
Maodion Sunday inaugurat-
ed and dedicated to the peo-
ple two major development
projects worth Rs 2,000
crore that will directly ben-
efit Haryana. These include
the construction of two new
four-lane connectivity roads
to Sonipat and Bahadur-
parh under the Urban Ex-
tension Road-2 (UER-2)
project.

The projects are part of a
larger package of six Na-
tional Highway projects
worth Rs 11,000 crore, in-
cluding the Dwarka Ex-
pressway and UER-2, con-
necting Delhi and Haryana,
‘Out of this, works worth Rs
2,000 crore will directly
boost connectivity and de-
w:i::pms!m in the state.

hub, would be among the
biggest bem:ﬁum of the
new ity. The four-

fourth largest economy and
us mﬁmm; swiftly towands
the third largest,”

lane corridors, he said,
would ease congestion and
provide direct access from
Kundli, Sonipat, Bahadur-
garh, Gurugram and Mane-
sar to Delhi Airport, giving
a major push to exports,
imports and investments.

on
mtumxmn Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
said the day would be re-
membered as a godden chap-
ter in the state’s develop-
ment journey, especially for
the NCR region. He said
Haryana, being both an in-
dustrial and agrieultural

pleted and work on six ath-
ers is underway. Across Jind
district, 541 out of 628 an-
nouncements have been ful-
filled.

Listing infrastructure
projects, Saini highlighted

Describing the projects
as amilestone in the vision
of "Developed India — De-
veloped Haryana,”™ Saini
credited the Prime Mlms-
ter's decisive leaderst

he said, adding that devel-
opment across highways,
metro systems, freight cor-
ridors, ports and bridges
was taking place in mission
mode.

He b 1 the PM

The Chief Minister also re-
called several other initia-
tives that have strengthened
Haryana's growth story un-
der Modi's leadership, in-
cluding the Western Dedi-
cated Freight Corridor, Rail
Coach Repair Factory,
Kundli- Manesar-Palwal and
Kundli-Ghaziabad-Palwal
EXPressways, metro proj-
wets in Gurugram and Farid-
abad, the elevated mailway
track in Rohtak, the Ro-
htak-Maham-Hansi railway
line, the National Cancer
Institute at AIIMS Jhajjar
and the AIIMS in Rewari.
He said Haryana had also
recently received the ap-
proval for a new Metro cor-
ridor from Rithala to Kundh.

“Thwese initiatives will cre-
glle new op‘pnmmliﬁ?s for

Gati Shakti Yojana as a key
initiative to make infra-
structure projects more
modern and effective, and
said the government was
working to expand connec-
tivity across road rail-

commitment to infrastruc-
ture growth. “Under Prime
Minister Modi, India has
emerged as the world's

the four-laning of the na-
tional highway through Nar-
wana at a cost of Rs. 1,303
crore, the Ambala-Hisar via
Kaithal highway (NH-10)
expanded at Rs, 1,200 crove,
and the Ambala-Kotputli
Greenfield Corridor (NH-
1521%) bailt for Rs. 10,640
crore. He also referred to the
Jind-Gohana-Sonipat high-
way widened for Rs, 2,300
crore, the Jind-Haryana-
Punjab border highway de-
veloped at Bs. 950 crore,
and the ongoing construc-
tion of the Government
Medical College at Haibat-
pur worth Rs. 045 crore,
On welfare schemes, the
Chief Minister said that 7.54
lakh Ayushman Chirayn
cards had been issued in
Narwana, enabling free
treatment claims worth Rs.
55 crore for about 50,000
Under the Har
Ghar Har Grahini Yojana,
mare than 82,700 families

ways and airways, from De-
fense Corridors to Bharat-
mala and Sagarmala proj-
ects,

+ employ
and industrial growth in the
state, further strengthening
Haryana's contribution to
the national economy,” Sai-
ni suid.

Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari, Delhi Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta and
other dignitaries wene pres-
ent at the inauguration.

new identity: CM Saini

are receiving subsidized
LPG cylinders, while 5,368
houses have been built un-
der the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana with another
1,000 under construction,

Saini alse underlined
Haryana's contribution to
Prime Minister Narendra
Muodis vision of making In-
dia a developed nation by
2047, Referring to recent
military operations, he
praised the armed forces
for showcasing India's
strength and technological
capahility through Cpera-
tion Sindoor and Operation
Mahadev,

The Chief Minister said
his government has deliv-
ered on its commitments,
fulfilling 41 of the 217 prom-
ises made in the Sankalp Pa-
tra within 10 months, with
g0 more expected this year.
He added that over 30,000
young people have been ap-
pointed to government jobs

in recent months, bringing
the total number of recruit-
ments to more than L8 lakh
since 2014, all based on
transparcney and merit.

Cabinet Minister Krishan
Kumar Bedi, who convenerd
the rally, said the Chicf Min-
ister has become a symbol of
service and commitment.
He deseribed the BIP's de-
velopment roadmap as a
turning point for Narwana,
which for decades was de-
prived of basic facilities. He
added that the people of
Narwana had shown confi-
dence in the BIP by electing
the party for the first time in
75 vears, marking what he
called a new chapter of
progress,

Delivering his address in
the local Haryanvi dialect,
Bedi drew loud appladse
from the crowd and ex-
pressed gratitude to the
thousands of people who
gathered for the rally.




Markram
just a few
games away
from genius,
says Proteas
coach Shukri
Conrad

Caims:
South Africa  coach
ek el
confidence in
skipper Aiden Markram
and fdt he is on the
varge of resching & “state
of gemius” estin
lhatg Marh‘al:l%lg donga
to achieving exoeptional
performance lewls with
Just a few more games.
Marigam, who has
gone 31 innings with-
out & Tzol half-century,
mansged anly 31 runs
in thréee matches in the
recently concluded Too
series against Australia,
A final ower thriller
gaw Australia sesl 3 win
in a cossly-fought se-
ries-dacider in Cairns,
with Glenn  Masorell
powering an unbesten
runs off 3 daliver-
teg to propel the hosts
ower the line off the pe
naltimatedalivary.
With thia victory, the
Men in Yallow registered
4 2-1@arieg win over the
Proteas. Maxwall (62"
runs off 35 balls) was
awarded the Player of
the Match, wheress Tim
David (150 runs in thres
matches) won the Player
of the Saries awand,
“Thnow it's a different
format, bt in the World
Test Gumpwnlhlp ﬁnal
not so long ago,
showed macly wbe[ he
is about. And I'm sure
be iz a couple of games
away from unlocking
that state of geniug,
Shulri Conrad
quoted  from
cricinfo.
Conred conceded that
South Affica were a “bat-

tar

have were willing to
pley with a litle more
nigwnﬁdmus. it could
ok in Proteas’ favour,

"I we want bo be
brave, we have got to
salact attscka o beat &
team like Australia and
if T can nudge a batting
unit into playing & cer-
fain way whare we are
1 batter light and I con-
oade we were a batter
light, imagine what they
an do when we have
got & properly balinesd
side,” he added.
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Alyssa Healy shines in Australia ‘A’ series
agamst Indla ahead of T20 World Cup

Ale:aJawamm Bam
skipper Alyssa Healy
showsd  emceptional
form in the ‘A" sanes
agamst India, ahesd
of her international
return next month for
the ICC Women's Teo
World Cupin India,
Healy was the high-
est run-getter for E*x
gida in both T2oe and
ODIs of the ‘A’ series.
The right-hand bat-
ter scored 124 runs in
three Tece before up-
ping the snte with 242
runs from three one-day
games, a8 per the 10,
Healy, who hes strug-
injuries sinoe

February 2oz

Erglard.
Whils none of the

games had intern, aln)l

5 against

al status, Healy
take heart from the
fact that she thrived
against a competitive
India A team festuring
Shafaki Verma, Radha
Yadww, and Yastika
Bhatia.

The Australis ‘A
coach, Dan Marsh, csr-
tainly felt that Healy

had & good cating in

“We’ve got to try and win every trophy

| voestoRy, Da, Monow 18, Auus 2025 |

that we’re in”: MBSG striker Cummings

Hollata:
Mchun Esgan

Super  Giant

(MBESG)  for-
ward Jascn Cummings
reflected on last ssason's
win and vowed to keep
adding ailverware to the
dubiscabinet, 28 per the
official wabsite of Indian
Super League (ISL).

The Australisn World
Cuppar joined the Mar-
iners in 2023 and,
gincs then, has won the
Lesgue Shield twice and
also dinched the IS
Cup end Durand Cup
during his stint. Cum-
mirgs has featured in
48 Indian Super Lasgue
(18L) games in the iconic
Green and Marocn ool-
oure and racked up 19
goals and sight assists.

Lé

positive momentum and
giwe their all on hch
El-ur. evary match they

PLEy.

“We've got some of the
best players in the leagus
for sure. I enjoyed it
Last seancn was amaz-
ing, Ifed like we did the
best that we coold, So
now thi wa nwed

What todo
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and
every 3x3 box containeg the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzle
hae cnly corpect solution.

,9.2, .,6. 8 ...4.

S
w

m|m ||
w
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to do even batter, and
we've got to try and win
avery trophy that we're
in, Every game, we nead
e g0 in and win, We're
exaited,” be stated.
Cummings  streesad
the value of team spirit,
noting that the strong
bond  amcng  players
both on and off the pitch
= a cntical faclor in

Goals bring glory, and
Cummings besn

the man of cutch me-  ners’ setup.

ments for the Kellata  Cummings reflected
giants. From being the on his time st MESG,
top gealscorer for MBSG describing it as nothing

ghort of sucoeseful, with

with 12 goals in his de-
the Mariners becoming

but campaign to playing
an all-arcand role last
seapon with seven goals
and six sssets to his
name, the Fo-pear-cld
forward has estsblished
himed 55 a consistent
goalscorer in the Mari-

the first team to defend
the 8L Lesgue Shiald
and bresking mumerous
records in the process.
“Bince I've come, it's
bomn  sucomsful. The
first sesson was good,

n
2]
|w
o ;n]|o

T s
thair collective sucoess. | 6 | 8 | 2 9|7]|1
Spesking in contet, he ST 57T o T
MG siriker [ason Cammings during amatd 2aid: 7 ?‘ E‘ 6 ] 4 2
"I think it's impor- -
but we just miseed ot midable squad, and tant to play wit 19|14 3/8|¢
o the fina, and then Cummings  believes ers that you know yw 1 5| 2
Iaat posson was amar- that hawing  sevaral  get on wall with, on and 4|5 6 1
ing, We won the double.  makch-winners in the  off the pitch. The most T=1 I
“There was never a time [ tesm is key to dinching ful teams hawe 8|71 5
wan worried or we wer-  slvarwars. The Mar- 2 good bond, and the [ 2T 5 9 8
en'tdoing well. Wessem  ners are cureently pre-  bond in the changig Lo LD
to just keep getting bet-  paring for their Durand  room isreallyclees.We | £ 6|8 2
ter and better,” he said  Cup quarter-finsl dash  feel like & family here | ~ | L Bl d
on MBSG TV, @ quoted  agsinst arch-rivals Bast  (at MESG). All the for- 2143 7
from the official website  Bergal PC and Cum-  eigners, we're really | i & 4
of B, mings ixged his team-  close. We've got 4 good i
MESG bosst & for- Rt o 81 — 4

mates to maintain their  bond,” be noted.

ICC expresses sadness at Will use this opportunity to express myself”;

passing of Bob Simpson

\

FemdrAizmalin cldoearind achBo S, Pl Fhve)

e ghaped Australion
cricket and irs

: ired the
ot Council (TCC) hasex-  global game,” the Chair-
pressed grief on the de- :nannid.xqmed from
mise of former Australia IO
captain Bob Simpeca at “He mirtured and gaid-
the age of 89, scoonding  ed s generation of players
to a rebaasa from ICC. whe went on to become

The Australian legend in ther own

‘;3:-3

passed away on Satur- his inflwencs
day. extnded far bayond the
In a statement, ICC  field," Shah Jd::ri
Cheirman  Jay Shah  "On behalf of the In-
praised Smpecn's con-  frnational Crickst

Council, T extend our
heartisit condolences to
his family, friends, and
the entire cricket fra-
tarnity. His passing is

tributicns and said he
would be long remem-
bared.

“Beb Simpson wis
ona of the true greats of

oureport,and it ideeply 2 profoand loes for the
saddenivg to leam of is  game, but his contri-
passing. His legacy isim-  butions will always be

remembered and cher-
ished," henoted.

mense. A8 a player, cap-
tain, and laber & & coech,

Alyesa Hedyd.lxmg the Ausraia d s

Shardul Thakur on Duleep Trophy 2025

- e Diafhs;

fbead of the Didesp
Trophy 2025  sesson,
India albroander Shar.
dul Thalor shared his
thoughts cn the competi-
ticn, saping that he woukd
s this cppurtumity toex-
prees himaelf,

The competition, to be
held from Sugust 2B to
Saplernber 15, will mark
the start of the Indian do-
meetic smson 202526
Liast year, the toarnament
hifted from its wual aon-
al format to having four
different Indian squads,

4B, Cand D,edlected by Shurcud Trakur hasdt of the Dhabeep Trophy 2025, (7l Phots)

the Board of Contrdl for

Cricket in India (BOCT). srong and notsreirong  3rpeer-old player sad,
Expressing  hie viows  teame. Dulesp Trophy,cn “Twe been prven & mols

o the tournament, Shar-  the other hand, is s com-  and Tm keeding the West

dul ssd while speaking petition among squals, ®0  Zome. S, rather than &

to Boria Majumdir oo Iwoold bleto mﬂ]xq’— challnge, i's more ke
Reveportz, “The Dulesp  portmity to eprees my-  an expeninae for me on
Trephy is one touma-  self ndshow mytakent.”  the personal frent, ko
ment where a player gets Shardul Thalur will be  derstend what qualities
mar.hdfwlha’rpar%:l lading the Wast Zone  lesder should possess, |
mance in previous e in the 205 season of the :-ebeuelhmafan,m
sons, or rather, theough-  Dulesp Trophy. He has  uang this tournsment, I

would want to enhanos
my leadership qualiies
further, Tunderstand that
ag & captain, [will hewe o
b gwilable for the ply
ers, sit and discuss bowl
ing styes and Felding
positicns, sirafegies, ebc.

oever e in the first-class
format, but  captained
Mumnbei in the Vijay Hez-
e Trophy in December
2024, 8 one-day boumnas-
mant.

Sharing his thoughts
oo bading the sds, the

st the whele ssscn. The
top 15 players from each
zone play in the touma-
ment, and the competi-
tion again gets tougher
and & Jewed up from what
o play & the state kv
al, whers there is & mix of

Hew Delbi:

Union Minister of Youth
Affire & Sports Mansukh
Mandavigs gave a clarion
call to el citmens tosdopt
an actiws lifestyle by par

tich inthe FIT Indis
SWPE;!SU Cycle initis-

tive frcen his horoe llage
Hancl in Palitsns, Guja-

rat.

Started by the Hon'ble
Sporte Mimster in De-
mber 2024, the cycding
ative has been organ-

Readers are recom-

Dear Reader, ¥ you
hawe any news or
ou have any suggss-
tion regarding our
NeWSpaper of you
hawe any problem

mended to make &l
necessary nquiries and
seek sppropriste sdvice
before action on any
adwertisement and con-

tent published in this
with any  gowmn: | oubkcstion. The print-
ment  department, er, publisher, editor and
you may contact us | seller of the Top Stery
an 24 hour halpline | do not vouch for any
no- 01204225517, | claims. The pablication
s241284fcr  Del-| 8 being sold oo the
hi & Ghazisbed | condiim and imde-
(95B2310972), for | Standing that informa-
Noida(g818994989), Bew pom' b e e

lication i merdy for

Advertisement | o R

(9B1B799941), e taken as having final
Circulation | sutherity of or binding
(08586425450) in any way. We do not

owe any responability
for damage or bees to

any person, a purchass

of this production is

not for the result of any

FORADVERTISING M action taken on the ba-
sie of this wodcAll dis-
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Mansukh Mandaviya gives clarion call to
citizens to contribute towards fitter India

& great initistiva bo make
:ple aware of Ifeﬂyb
diseases like obesity and
air |'\<l!unor. Tt wag great
i0 999 pecgle emjoymg a
wnety of physcal achv-
ities, inchiding Zumba,
¥oga, rope dpping, bad-
minton, and net crick-
at, all in coe place. The
moming bagan with high
energy, and the message
was claar toeveryone that
wehaw oadopt an sctive
Efestyle to remnain fit and

ised across more than

P
4,000 bcations il now i

5P boulthy; said Beni Que
bha, a National Games

with an owersl] pertid- Indis mohile app and
paticn of 8 lakh-plus in-  check how much carbon
dividuale. Continuing its i being saved by opcdin,

miggion to build a health-  to nx‘% o going alﬂ)\.m§

ier, polluticn-froe Indis,
the Ministry of Youth

the wllage. The app has
beven developed so that
| informa:

the -nhdl.e belisving
that her perf:(mances
place her well ahesd
of the upeoming ICC
‘Women's Crickst World
Cup in India.

“dlysss batted well
today. All pre-seascn,

wedks (with Australis
A1), will have a nice littls
rest at home now and
beready to go to India,”
Mareh wee quoked as
saying by oricket.com.
au, in the aftermath
of her match-winning

she's  been locking 137" in the third coe

good, and it was just  day game.

nice to sse her get soma While Australia A had
d won the T2o8 3-0, t

m the or;ea"ay

BUI it prowed to be a

" ¢ re-
ally happy with her two

Affiirs and Sporteorgan- it gives you al ma-
ised a special editicn of Bon sbout your health
geod practising groand | Fit India Sundayson Cy-  from o distance, inched-

for the likee of Haly,

Tahlia N'CGralL and
Darcie Bre with
Healy aleo kesping the
wickets in the coe-day

de todey in partnership
with the Mational Cadst
Corps acros 5000 boar
tions natioewids. Around
000 Mamo Fit India

ing the tims taken to the
heart rate, etc., which is
beneficial for monitoring
code health. Cydmg ie
a graat tool for fighting

ssgmant, Clube also participsted in and & solution

Australia will feature | the event. to polhution. T would ssk
in a three-game ODI Mardaviya wped everyone to become part
serien in India abead of | low \ﬂll-igml te dewenle nd of cur Fit India Sundays
the World Cup, ensur th\?Fl"lnd.u mmlca;p oo Cyde mosement,”

ing that their skipper Mandivya sxid i Hanol
gets mors games to be by & AT Media
at har wery best before T would urge every  pressrelese,

the global tournament. | coe todownksd the FIT  In Delhi, cwer 1200

enthusistc cplists rode

madallist in fancing.
arcund the Jawsharlal

Mearwhils, more than

Mehr Stadum, esjoying 100 Hiders from the Ral-
participation in Zumba, way Sports Promotion
maditabon, md yogames  Board (REPE) actiwly

participated in the Fit
India Sunday on Cydes
at the Patiala Locomo-
tive Works (FLW). The
event wis orgenised in
confunction with the In-
dian Railway's cycling
fraining camp currenth

being hel at PLW. Thiz
sucosssful event not cnly
promoted physical fimess
but also reflected RSPE's

Iwmi. m well 45 8 mope
mspmg sctivity organ-
By Dr Shildha Gupta.
Purther, fanosrs Nagi
Shaik and Beni Quebﬁ
pledged their suppart for
the cyling mewement,
eaying that it is sprasding
much-nesded awaraness
in Tier 1 and Ther 2f3
cities sboat the hermbl
effects of chesity and air

pollution, wnwavering commitment

“Thisia myfirst experi- o encouraging 4 healthy
encs of cyding with such  and active lifestyle among
4 huge crowd. [ am very  its sthlates and employ-
bappy to be part of it Fit  ees, the SAT Media press
India Sundsycn Cpde s release added.
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Hong Kong
pro-democracy
activists
granted asylum
in Australia
Britain

e &l .
A Hong pro-de-
mocracy activist and a
former lawmaker who
are wanted by the city’s
suthorities have been
granted asylum in Great
Britain and Australia,
respectively.

Tony Chung, an sctiv-
ist who was imprisoned
under Hong Konmg's
sweeping natonal secu-
ity law, and Ted Hui, a
former lawmaker who
was facing trial for his
role in anti-government
protests in 2019, both
announced over the
weekend that they have
received asylum in the
countries where they
now live.

They are among dos-
ens of activists on the
run from Hong Kong au-
thorities.

_Civil berties in the

2020 imposed a nation-
al security law essential-
Iy criminalizing dissent
in the former British
Both  Beljing
and Hong Kong have
halled the security law
as bringing stability to
the financial hub.

is ps't of a group of
overseas activists who
are targeted by police
bounties of up to 1 mi-
lion Hong Kong dollars
(USD  1,27,800). The
former lawmaker is now
working as 3 lawyer in
Adelaide.

He smmnounced on
Facebook on Satorday
that he and his family
have been granted pro-
tection visas,

BUSINI"SS
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European leaders to join Ukraine’s
Zelenskyy for meeting with Trump

uropean and

NATO leaders an-

nounced Sunday
they will join President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
in Washington for talks
with President Donsld
Trump on ending Ruos-
sia’s war in Ukraine,
with the possibility of
US security guzrantees
now on the negotiating
table.

Leaders from France,
Britsin and Germany
are rallying around the
Ukrainian leader af-
ter his exclusion from
Tromp's summit on Fri-
day with Russian Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin.

Their pledge to be at
Zelenskyy's side at the
‘White House on Mon-
day is an apparent effort
to ensure the meeting
goes better than the last
one in February, when
Trump berated Zelen-
skyy in g heated Owval Of-
fice encounter.
he Europeans are
very afraid of the Oval
Office sceme being re-
peated and so they want
to support Mr. Zelenskyy
to the hilt," said retired

US seeks shlpbulldlng expertise

Washington:
American lswmakers are
using a trip to South Ko-
rea and Japan to explore
how the United States
can tap those allies’ ship-
boilding expertise and
capacity to help boost its
own capsbilities, which
are dwarfed by those of
China.

Sens Tammy Duck-
worth, D-Ill, and Andy
Kim, D-NJ, who s=re
scheduled to land in
Seoul before travelling

European leaders back Zelenskyy at White House talls

g A4
&

pledge to be at
Zelenslkyy's side at the
White House on Mon-
day is an apparent
effort to ensure the
meeting goes better

French Gen. Dominig-
ue Trinquand, a former
head of France's military
mission at the United
Nations.
"It's a power strug-
gle snd a posiion of
strength that might work
with Trump,” he said.

to Jepsn, plsn to meet
twp shipbuilders from
the world’s second- and
third-birgest shipbuilding

Special US envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff said Sunday
that Putin sgreed at the
meeting in Alaska with
Tremp to allow the US
and European allies to
offer Ukraine a security
guzrantee  resembling
NATO's collective de-

coumiTies.

The semators want to
examine the possibilities
of forming joint venhures

fence mandate as part of
an eventuzl desl to end
the 3 1/2-year war.
Eoropean  Commis-
sion President Ursula
von der Leyen, speaking
st a news conference in
Brussels with Ulrain-
ian President Volody-

than the last one in

Sri Lanka govt slams opposition

Sti Lanls gave slams s ppasicians M

plan to stage protest on Monday

sday premest plas [File Pham)

myt Zelenskyy, said that
"we welcome Fresident

Trump's willingness
to contribute to Article
Glike secority goaran-
tees for Ukraine. And the
Coalition of the willing' --
including the European
Uniomn «-is readyto doits
share,

Von der Leyen was
joined Sunday by French
President Emmaneel
Macron, British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer
and German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz in say-
ing they will take part
in Monday's talks at the
White House, as will
secretary-general of the
NATO military alliance,
Mark Rutte.

Cd.o’:ubo'
Sri Lanka g ment
on "\‘u'u'ﬂ} s!a'nmpr‘ the

opposition’s plan to stage
protests in north and east
regions on Monday call-
ing it a “political exercise.”

Tamil Nationzl Al-
liance (TMA) emnd Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress
(S8LMC) had called for
dey-long action to protest
sgzinst the Killing of a d-
vilian in a clash with the
military at Oddusuddan
in the northesstern Mul-
laithivu district.

"This is clearly an at-
tempt to intimidste the
people in the north and

Jayathissa, the minister
of information told re-
porters on Sunday.

“This incident had hap-

pened on August 7and by
Aupust o three soldiers
were arrested”, Jays-
thissa ssid, sdding that
people zre being misled
for a political purpose.

TNA snd SLMC had
initizlly planned to stage
a protest on August 15
but it was postponed for
Monday.

The THNA said & group
of Tamil yooth who had
visited the military camp
in the ares were asszulted
by the military and later
one of them was found
dead drowned ina stream
while trying to escape the
military essault.

Waruna Gamage, mili-
tary spokes: rejected
the allegations of assault
agsinst the military and
clzimed that the group of
youth were intruders.

from South Korea Japan to counter China

to constuct snd repair
noncombatant  vessels
for the US Navy in the
Indo-Pacific and bring
i o A h

and more expensive to fix.”

Their tip comes as
President Donald Tramp
demands a plan to revive
U8 sh 3

shipyards,

"We glready have fewer
capacity now than we did
during ‘Operation Iragi

Freedom' in 2003," Duck-

worth told The Associated
Press. “We have to rebuild
the capacity. At the same
time, what capacity we
have is aging and breaking
down and taking longer

and engage
foreign partners. The Pen-
tagon is seeking USD 47
billion for shipbuilding in
its anmual budget.

The urgency stems from
the fact that Wsshngtcn
severely lags b Chi-
building nsval ships,
a sieation raising slarms
among poicymakers who
worry the masitime bale

ance of power could shift
to China, now the world's
number 1 shipbuilder.
Duckworth, who serves
on the Senste Armed Ser-
vices Committee, said she
hopes the trip could lead
to joint ventures among
the US military, Am
companies =nd foreign
partners to build suxiliary
vessels for the Navy and
small boats for the Army.
Another possibility is
repairing US ships in the
Indo-Pacific megion.

“If we hsve to bring
ships zll the way back to
the United States... to wait
two years to be fixed, that
doesn't help the situation,”
Duckworth said.

The discussions, she
said, will focus on mxilia-
1y vessels, which are non-
combetant ships such as
fuelling and cargo vessels
that support naval and
military operstions. The
Navy's swdlisry flest is
aging and insufficient n
numbers, she sald,

FinMin Reviews PSB
Q1 Performance

New Delhi:

The finance ministry

has called a meeting
of heads of public sec-
tor banks (P3Bs) on
Wednesday to review
the first- qunrier finan-
cial perform

The meeting is sched-
uled to be chaired by
Financial 8ervices Sec-
retary M Nagaraju.

The review meet-
ing on August 20 with
public sector banks to
assess the performance
of the first quarter of
2025-26, according to
souTCES.

Led by State Bank of
Indiz (SBI), public sec-
tor banks, comulative-
Iy, logged a record prof-
it of K5 44,218 crore in
the first quarter of the

corrent fiscal, with an
11 per cent year-om-
year growth,

All 12 public sector
banks together made
a profit of Rs 390,074
crore in the June quar-
ter of FY25 The im-
crease in profit in abso-
lute terms was Rs 4,244
crore.

Market leader SEI
alone contributed 43
per cent to the total
earnings of Rs 44,218
crore, 85 per the pub-
lished mnumbers om

stock exchanges.

SEI logged a net prof-
it of Rs 19,160 crore in
(1 FY26, 12 per cent
higher than the same
period of the previous
fiscal. In terms of size
and profits, the biggest
lender in the mnation
still controls the public
banking market.

In percentage terms,
Chennsi-based Indian
Overseas Bank teport-

ighest net profit
per cent to
Es 1,111 crove, followed
by Punjab & Sind Bank
with a 48 per cent rise
to R 260 crote.

During the guarter,
all 1z public sector
banks (PSBs} except
Punjab National Bank
(FNE) repo'ned a de-
cline in profit.

FNE reported a 48
per cent fall in net
profit to Rs 1,675 crore
agnmst Es 3,252 crote
in the year-ago peri fod.

Ce Bank of In-
dis recorded 32.8 per
cent growth in the June
quarter net profit to
Rs 1,160 crore, Indian
Bank posted 23.7 per
cent Tise to Rs 2,073
crore, and Bank of Ma-
harashtra logged 23.2
per cent improvement
to Rs 1,503 croTe.

Steel Safeguard Duty Recommended
by Commerce Ministry

Mew Delhi:

e domestic steel
industry has wel-
comed the com-

on imports of certain flat

steel products, saying
that such measures hep
India become self-reli-
ant in the sector.

In a statemnent, Naveen
Jindal, President of In-
dian Steed Association
(18A), ssid recommen-
dation of a safegunard
duty on flat steel imports
for three years is 3 wel-
come step.

"While the proposed
1z per cent duty may not
fally reflect the geopoliti-
cal context where 25 per
cent is often considered
the norm, it demonstrates
clear government support
for wsing such measures
to promote Astmanirb-
har Bharat in steel,” he
said,

Jindal, who is also the
chalrman of Jindal Steel,
said introducing a safety
net through minimum
import prices, below

ch the recommended
v would be triggered,
is also 8 positive move to
protect and suppott the

184 President Naveen Jindal on safeguard duty recommendation

downstream induostry.
The Directorate Gen-
eral of Trade Remedies
[D(.rTRA under the Min-
y of Commerce, has
T mended final im-
position of 3 safeguard
duty on imports of cer-

tain flat steel products
for three years to protect
domestic manufacturers
from sudden jump n the
inbound shipments.
DGTR is the apex ac-
thority for admi BT~
ing zll trade remedial

measures, incuding an-
ti-dumping, countervail-
ing duties and safeguard
messures.

The duty was recom-
mended by the DGTR
in itz final findings of
& probe initisted on a

complaint by the Indian
Steel Association. Based
on the preliminary find-
ings, the government
in April has already im-
posed a provisional 12
per cent safeguard duty
for 200 days.

Now in its final find-
ings, the DGTR has con-
cloded “that there is a
tecent, sudden, shamp
and significant increase
in imports of PUC (prod-
uct under consideration)
into India st the comuols-
tive level as & result of un-
foreseen developments...
and threaten to cause
serious injury to the do-
mestn .rdum‘w produc-
ers,” the 'R has said
in & notification.

It has recommended
@ 12 per cent duty in the
first year, 1.5 per cent
in the second, and 11 per
cent in the third yeasr.

The Indian Steel As-
sociation on behali of
its members including
ArcelorMittal  Nippon
Steel India, JSW Steel,
Jindal Steel and Power
and Steel Anthortity of
Indiz filed an =zpplica-
tion seeking impos
of safeguard duty on im-
ports of non-alloy and
alloy steel flat products.

GST Reforms, Putin-Trump Summit: Market Drivers

MNew Delhi:

Flans for big bang te-

forms m the GST re-
gime by Diwali, the Pu-
TUmp Sum; and
SEF upgrading Indiss
sovereign credit rating
are likely to instil opti-
mism in the domestic
equity market in the
week shead, analysts
said.

Besides, trends in
global markets and the
trading activity of for-
eign  investors would
also impact domestic in-
vestors' sentiment.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Friday
smnounced plans  for

big bang reforms in th

GST regime by Diwsli,
which will bring down

prices of everyday #
as his government ooks
to overhaul the eight-

“The Prime Minister's
vision for GST 2.01is a
timely and strategic
move to build a resil-
ient Indian economy.

year-old tax structure
plsgued by compliznce
issues, evasions and lit-
igation.

“The week ahead is
likely to start on a cheer-
ful note, as markets draw
optimism from Prime

miste Narendra
Independence
Day sddress. His state-

ment on a
Tate reduction shead of
Driwaki has the potential
toe  significantly  boost
sentiment and lift equi-
ties out of the bear grip,”
Santosh Meena, Head of
Research at Swastika In-
vestmart, said.

Meanwhile, Indiz on
Saturday welcomed the
summit talks between
US President Donald
Tromp and his Russian
counterpart  Vladimir
Putin in Alaska that end-
ed without 3 ceasefire
deal.

After an almost-three-
hour meeting with the

Russizn president,
Trump said, “Some
great progress”  has

been made, but did not
provvée any details,

on  Thursday
upgraded India's sow-
ereign credit reting to
‘BEB’ with a stable out-
look after over 18 years,
citing robust economic
growth, politicel com-
mitment to fiscal con-
0] ion and ‘condu-
cive’ monetary pelicy to
check inflation.

CIL Evacuation
Plans Amid
Coal Demand
Slowdown

Kolkata:
Coal India Ltd (CIL} is

pressing ahead with s
production and evacua-
tion infrastracture plans
underits capital expend-
iture programme for the
current fiscal, even as
coal demend remained

duggish in the first
quarter of FY 2025-28.
The company has

earmatked the largest
share of Rs 5,622 crore
- about 35 per cent of
the total proposed Rs
16,000 cTore capex m
FYzh - for coal trans-
portation and evacu-
ation infrastructure,
incuding rail sidings,
corridors, coal handling
plants, silos snd roads.

The investments are
critical to Tamp up
mechanised coal evac-
uvation capacity from
the present 151 mil-
Bon tonnes per annum
(MTFA) to 004 MTPA
by FY 2028-20 under
first mile connectivity,
an official said.

The state-run miner,
which accounts for over
75 per cent of domestic
coal cutput, reported a
decline in performance
in the June quarter,
with production falling
3 per cent to183.32 mil-
lion tonnes snd offtake
slipping 4 per cent to
101 million tonnes.

Already, there are
signs of demand im-
provement zfter Coal
India carried out var-
ious reforms for coal
consumers, the official
said.

Despite this, CIL said
it remains committed
to its lomg-term roadm-
ap of achieving 1 billion
tonnes of production by
FY z028-20,

"The Indian growth
story remains intact and
we are positioning our-
selves for future energy
requirements,” the offi-
cial s=id.
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Little Krishna
Steals the Show
on Janmashtami

T cock feather, symbolizing
he spirit of Jan-  Lord Krishna. Adorned with
I i ne 1 garkands and teaditional
alive across thecity  anklets, Prinika looked every
as children partici- — bit like the playful Kanha of

pated in celdbrations dressed
as little Krishna and Radha.
At a local community gath-
ering, a young child, Parnika
JJain, beautifully adormed as
Lord Krishna, became the
center of at

action and won

everyone's hearts,

Dresssed in a bright yellow
attire with “Makhan Chor™
embroidered on it, the child
carried a flute tocked to the
side and wore a bejeweled
crown decorated with a pea-

Vrindavan

Residents and family
members showered bless-
ings on the little Krishna as
the fie s unfolded with
devaotion, music, and cheer.
The sight reminded everyome
il

of the divine innocence
jov ssociated with the birth
of Lord Krishna. The vibrant
atmnosphere captured the cul
tural richness of Janmashta-
mi, a festival celebrated with
great fervor acmsas the nation.

Mumbai
ctress Kiara

social media

o thank the
movie buffs for show-
ering love on her re-
cently e

y screen lit up... and history
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action entertainer, K
wrote on her X timeline:
"Your love speaks the loud-
est... Incredible seeing how
people are enjoying #Warz
in theatres and coming out
amd expressing it with so

muech support and pas

leased "This sion."”
“Films like
Flav, Ia§t year, the il
lights dimmed, the meant to

entertain

was created. 1 year to the “.‘I"‘: =
most loved Hindi film smiles,
#iStree2," the actor wrote, v o ur
further thanking his fans \_f)::“ i

for their endlesslove  citement

War and support. fills my hn.‘-.';‘rt

alongside

Hrithik Roshan and NTR.
Thanking them for an

"ineredible” response to the

with jo

Kabir Singh actress
added,

Kiara also posted a pho-

to of herself from the movie

where she was in the mid-

dle of a high-octane action

sEquence.
Additionally,

Hrithik
opened up about his War 2
character Kabir, which he
claims will al

character was brought to
life back in 2019 with War
and ended up fueling him
both as an actor and enter-

tainer.
Treating the netizens
with a few images from the

Ayan Mukerji' directorial,

be won.. but the war goes
character that came to
z01g, has only fueled

your cheers and celebra

War 2: Kiara Advani expresses
gratitude for receiving
incredible response

tions in cinema halls, only
makes Kabir taller and my
heart fuller.”

“Kabhir was and always
will be one of my most che;

ished on-screen characters,
Thank you for all your love

film features Hrithi R,
and Kiara in the lead, along
with Ashutosh Ran.

and

Anil Kapoor in erucial roles,

Released on August 14,
"War 27 takes forward the
tale of Kabir Dhaliwal
(Played by Hrithik), a for-
mer intelligence agent, who,
after going rogue, becomes
a major threat to national
and a special units
officer Vikram Chelapathi
(Played by NTR) is assigned
to neutralize him.

securit

Sholay turns 50! Shriya Pilgaonkar
shares unseen pic of dad Sachin

gaonkar dropped

ge of

he team Sholay
as the film clocked 50 years,
The throwback image had
Sachin Pilgaonkar, posing
with Amitabh Bachchan,
Dharmendra, Amjad Khan,
and A. K. Hangal. For those
who do not remember,
Sachin played the role of
Ahmed, son of Rahim
Chacha (A K. Hangal), the
imam of the village. Speaking
exclusively to LANS rhin

d his

fresh in the memary of the
cinemsa lovers, and I am sure
that it will continue to be
inked in the memory of
maovie goers even after the
next 50 vears. My heartiest
congratulations to Ramesh
Sippy sir for making such an
iconic film." Previou
Ramesh Sippy shared an in-

about “Sholay”™ completing
50 vears of release.

He shared: T eonsider my-
self fortunate to be a part of
Sholay. Itis a matter of pride
that the ieonic film has com-
pleted 50 years of release
this year. The film remas

teresting anecdote from the
film, when he was invited to
see the andience’s reaction to
"Sholay” in the theatres,

person called me. He
‘Come to my cinema’. It was
City Light cinema. He said,

-l

'Can you see there? Noone is
coming here to have a cold
drink’. There was an interval.
No one came. He said, ‘Do
yvou know why? Because
those who were inside the

They were behaving as if
they have never seen any-
thing like this’, 1 said, ‘Are
you sure?’. He said, ab-
solutely. ‘T see it every day.

» Pilgaonkar with Amitabh
Bachchan and Dharmendra

‘They do not come in the in-
terval.”

“Later, when the songs
came, they used to come out
of the hall, and eat some-
thing. They go to the bath-
roam. Apart from that, at
that time, they can neither go
to the bathroom, nor drink
water, nor cold drink. He
told me not to worry,” the
maker added.

Shah Rukh Khan rebukes
netizen suggesting him
retirement: ‘Tere
sawaalon ka--’

Mumbai

hah Rukh Khan

wins hearts with

his wit and sass

and this time was
no different. The actor
took fans by surprise when
he posted an Ask SRK ses-
sion on X (formerly Twit-
ter). From talking about
King, Arvan Khan's debut
to is future plans, the actor
revealed it all. However,
King Khan slammed a user
who asked him to retire
from films and make way
for younger actors.

A user asked,
Umar hogyi r
lelo dusre bache logo ko
aage aane do (You have
become old now, consider
retiring so that the other
kids can come).” The fan's
question seemed to irk
SRK, who hit back with a
tongue-in-cheek response.
He wrote, "Bhai Tere
a bachpana jab
chala jaaye.. Phir kuch
acchha saa puchna! Tab
tak temporary retirement
mein reh please (Brother,
when the childishness in
questions  goes
away... then ask something
good! Till then, please stay
in temporary retirement).”
The tweet quickly went vi-
ral, with fans praising the
s8-year-old actor for his
sharp comeback.

Interestingly, this reply

sawaalon

your

comes after a fan asks him
about dealing with trolls.
The Pathaan actor re-
sponded, “Dumbells and
Action can break my
bones...but words can nev-
er hurt me!! I am too busy
listening to the music in
my heart man.”

The actor recently won a
MNational Award for his
-packed perform-
ance in Jawan. A fan
asked, “how do you feel af-
ter winning the national
award?” Shah Rukh
replied, “YAY!!!!! T feel
like the King of the Na-
tion!!! Too much honour
and too much responsi-
bility to try and excel and
work harder!!”

On the work fornt, King
Khan is all set to star in
Sujoy Ghosh's King. The
film also features Suhana
Khan, Raghav Juyal,
Deepika Padukone, Ab-
hishek Bachchan and Rani
Mukerji. The film which
was supposed to release in
2026, will now hit the the-
atres in 2027 after the ac-
tor sustained severe in-
jury and has been advised
rest.

He also confirmed his
debut in Arvan Khan's di-
rectorial venture Ba®"ds
of Bollywood. It is said to
be a satirical take on the
eccentricities of the Hindi
film industry.

pow

Govinda sets the stage
ablaze with his dance
performance at an event

Mumbai
elebrating  Jan-
mashtami, actor
Govinda was seen
attending the Dahi
‘Handi colebeation in Murmbei
with Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde and actor Sharad
Kelkar. Despite heavy
rain, Govinda enjoyed a
gala time with Shinde
and Kelkar during the
celebration. In the video
doing rounds on social
media, the Hero No. 1 actor
was seen flaunting his icon-
e moves to the tunes of some
of his popular tracks, while
the crowd cheered for him
with full enthusiasm.
Govinda attended the

event in a comfy hlack T-
shint paired with matching
jeans and a shawl. Before
this,

Govinda
attended the event

in a comfy black T-shirt
paired with matching jeans
and a shawl. Before this,
Govinda celebrated Janmash-
tami by offering prayers at the
ISKCON temple. The clip fea-
tured him posing in a red
kurta-pyjama, along with a

beige shawl around
his neck.

Govinda celebrated Jan-
rashtami by offering prayers
at the ISKCON temple. The
elip featured him posing ina

red kurta-pyjama, abong with
a beige shawl around his
neck. The Haseena Maan
Janawyepd actor wees captured by
the shutterbugs stepping out
of his car before entering the
temple in Juhs.

Apart from taking
darshan of Lord Kr-
ighna on his birthday,
Gowinda wasalso seen
interacting with the
pandits and other
members at the temple
before leaving the prem-
ises. In the meantime,
Govinda made headlines for
his claim that renowned Hol-
lywood  director
Cameron approached him
for the lead role in his super-
it drama Avatar.

James

He stated that the film-
had offered him a
e fee for the role; how-
ever, he rejected the part.
Govinda's better half, Sunita
Ahuja, reacted to these daims
during her appearance on
Uorfi Javed's YouTube chan-
nel. “Arey yaar, mujhe toh
nahi pata yeh kab offer hui.
40 zaal toh mujhe ho gave
hain Govinda ke saath, Woh
Avatar ka director-producer
kab mujhe nahi
malum." (Oh man, 1 have no
idea when the film was of-
fered. 1 have been with
Govinda for the last 40 vears,
and even I don't know when
that Avatar director-produc-
er came o offer the movie.),
Sunita shared.

nayi,



