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‘Maybe I won’t have to do it’: Trump’

big hint on secondary tariffs on India

B US has imposed tariffs totalling 50 per cent on India, including 25 per cent for purchases of Russian
oil that will come into effect from August 27

Washington:

S President Don-

ald Trump has
indicated  that
the US may not impose
secondary tariffs on
countries continuing to
procure Russia crude
oil.

There were apprehen-
sions that  additional
secondary tariffs would
have hit India in case the
US decided to enforce
them.

“Well, he (Russian Pres-
ident Vadimir Putin) lost
an oil client, so to speak,
which is India, which
was doing about 40 per
cent of the oil. China, as
you know, is doi lat...
And if I did what's called
asecondary sanction, or a
secondary tariff, it would
be ¢ devastating from
their standpoint. If 1 b
to do it, I'll do it. M.
be I won't have to do
Trump said on Friday.

The US President
made the remarks in
an interview with Fox
News aboard Air Force
One en route to Alaska
for a high-stakes sum-
mit meeting with Putin.
The meeting concluded
without any agreement
on ending the Ruos-

U5 Presides

Dosald Trump

sia-Ukraine war,

On Wednesday, US
Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent had said
if “things don't go well”

between Trump and
Putin at the summit
meeting, then secondary
sanctions on India for
purchasing Russian oil

could go up.

In an interview with
Bloomberg, Bessent
said, “I think everyone
has been frustrated with

Death toll rises to seven in Delhi
Dargah collapse, police register case

New Delhi:

he death toll in
I the collapse of a
structure at a dar-

gah near the Humayun's
Tomb in the Nizamud-
din area here rose to
seven on Saturday, with
another man succumb-
ing to his injuries during
treatment, police said.
They added that a
case has been registered
against unidentified
ponlplo.
Theincident took place
at the Dargah Sharif
Patte Shah around 3:30
pm on Friday. The dar-
gah shares its boundary
wall with the 16th-cen-
tury garden-tomb com-
missioned by Mughal

emperor Humayun's
first wife, Bega Begum,
in 1558.

1'N‘Pun Commission-

er of Police (Southeast)
Hemant Tiwari said the
deceased included four
men and three women.
Sources said five of
seven  deceased
have been identified as
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p Chand (79), a
resident of Malkaganj,
Idin (37), Anita
Saini (58), a resident of

Bhogal, Meens
(56) and h
Monu Arors
residents of
Enclave.

While five vietims died
during treatment at the
AIIMS Trauma Centre,
one each succumbed in
the LNJP and Safdar-
jung hospitals, the of-
ficer added.

A man who was taken
to the Safdarjung Hos-
pital in an injured con-
dition after the incident
succumbed to his inju-
ries on Saturday.

The five injured peaple
have been iih‘ntlfi:(l as

Mohammad Shameem,
Aryan, Gudiya, Rafat
Parveen and Rani (65),
a Delhi Fire Services of-

ficial said.
The DCP said a case
under sections 290

(negligent conduct with
respect to pulling down,
repairing or construct-
ing buildings), 125 (acts
that endanger human
life or personal safety)
and 106 (causing death
by negligence) has been
registered against uni-
dentified people.

He added that two
rooms of the dargah
-- one occupied by an

Earnestly wish friends in Ukraine

peace: Modi to Zelenskyy

New Delhi:

rime Minister Nar-
endra Modi  on
Saturday  wished

the people of Ukraine a
future marked by peace
and.progress  as  he
thanked its president
Zelenskyy
Independence

Volodymyr
his

for
Day wishes.

Wishing India on
its Independence Day,
Zelenskyy on  Friday
said he hoped New Del-
hi would contribute to
efforts aimed at ending

the war with Russia.
Modi said on X
“Thank you

President
Zelenskyy for your warm
greetings. | deeply value

A

the joint commitment
to forging even closer
ties between India and
Ukraine. We earnest-
Iy wish our friends in

Ukraine a future marked
by peace, progress and
prosperity.

Responding to his Is-
raeli counterpart Ben-
jamin Netanyahu's
Independence Day mes-
sage, Modi said, “May
India-Israel friendship
continue to flourish...
may both countries
further strengthen and
deepen this relationship
bringing peace, develop-
ment as well as security
to our people.

Agency

imam and a rest room
in a dilapidated
state and heavy rain led
to the roof and a wall to
collapse at a time when
15 people had taken
shelter there.

“Twelve people, most
of whom were visitors,
were rescued from un-
der the debris. Nine of
them were admitted to
the AIIMS Trauma Cen-
tre, where five died. One
man was admitted to the
LNJF Hospital, while a
woman was admitted to
the RML Hospital,” the
DCP said.

Agency

President Putin. We ex-
pected that he would
come to the table in a
more fulsome way, It
looks like he may be
ready to negotiate.”
“And we put secondary
tariffs on the Indians
for buying Russian oil.
And I could see, if things
don't go well, then sanc-
tions or secondary tariffs
could go up,” he added,
On  whether sane-
tions can go up or loos-
ened, Bessent had said,

“Sanctions can go up,

they be loosened.
They can have a defini-
tive life. They can go on
indefinit
Trump impesed tar-
iffs totalling 50 per cent
on India, including 25
per cent for Delhi's
purchases of Russian
oil that will come into
effect from August 27
Responding  to  the
tariffs, the Ministry of
External  Affairs has
said that the targeting
of India is unjustified
and unreasonable.
“Like any major econ-
omy, India will take all
NECESSATY MEASUres to
safeguard its national
interests and economic
security,” it said. Agency

Mumbai:
was

ahi Handi® was
celebrated  wi
fervour across the

with
Mumbai  metropolitan
region on Saturday amid
heavy rains as troupes
of ‘govindas’ competed
with each other to break
curd-filled pots hung
high above the ground,
and  political i

arties
tried to use the E‘\ma]
] woo the youth ahead

rh -- as the participants
who form  breathtak-
ing human pyramids to
reach and break thehan-
di' filled with “dahi’ or
curd are called -- fell to
his death while 75 oth-
ers were injured across
the city.

As the festival which
marks  Krishna  Jan-
mashtami -~ birth of

S Mumbai celebrates Dahi Handi
amid rains; 1 dead, 75 hurt

Lord Krishna — came
ahead of the coming lo-
cal body polls in Maha-
rashtra, political parties
used the occas to
mobilise their cadre and
woo govinda groups by
organizing Dahi Handi
events with attractive
c.a-eh prizes.

suburban

Ma mkhnr\:l Jagmohan
ran  Chaudhari

ied after falling to

the ground from the first
floor while g Dahi
Handi. As many as 32
govindas  were hnﬁg'-
talised in Mumbai by
evening due to injuries
suffered  during the

formation of pyramids
while others were dis-
charged after treatment,
civic officials said, add-
ing that two including a

)\Rl. ney

Chinese FM Wang Yi to visit India
for border talks on Monday

Beijing:
Foreign

Minister Wang Yi
'will pay a two-day

visit to India beginning
Monday to hold border
talks with national se-
curity advisor Ajit Doval,
the ministry of external
affairs announced on
Saturday.
Wang's  visit
days ahead
Minister
Mod!

comes
of Prime
Narendra
planned  trip

to China to attend the
annual summit of the
Cooperation

‘%hanghal
O

minister is visi
primarily to hold the next
round of Special Repre-
sentatives’ dialogue on
the boundary question.
Wang and Doval are
the designated special
representatives for the
boundary t:
“At the in
national security advi-
sor Ajit Doval, Member
of the Politburo of the
Communist Party of

China and Chinese For-
r Wang Yi

eign Mi
\\'ill visit

])urmg I||<-\-|<n, he

Chinese Foreign Mimister Wang Yi

will hold the 24th round
of the Special Repre-
i talks on the
boundary
guestion with India's SR,
NSA Doval,” it added.

External Affairs Min-
ister § Jaishankar will
also hold bilateral talks
with his Chinese coun-
terpart.

Doval  travelled to
China in December last
vear and held the SR
talks with Wang, weeks
after Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping de-
cided to revive various
dialogue  mechanisms
between the two sides at
ameeting in the Russian
city of Kazan.

Modi is expected to
travel to China later this

maonth to attend the SCO
summit.

According to the plan,
the prime minister w
embark on a visit to Ja-
pan around August 29
and after concluding the
trip, will travel to the
northern Chinese city of
Tianjin for the summit
to be held on August 31
and nber 1.

M sit to China
is being planned amid
efforts by the two neigh-
bouring countries to re-
pair their bilateral ties,
which came under se-
wvere strain following the
deadly clashes between
Indian and Chinese
troops in the Galwan
valley in June 2020,

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Chef with ‘links’ to Pak terror
groups detained in Andhra

Hyderabad

-old  chef,

A.Nuor Mohammad,

Kothwal
was taken into custo-
dy by polic Andhra
Pradesh’s Sri S i
district on Saturday for
allegedly having links
with Pakistan-based ter-
rorist grou,

The a

was made
in_Dharm after
police grew suspicious of
Mohammad’s behavi

According to officials,

he is believed to have been
in contact with banned

terrorist f’|'gu1n'53l|nn5
including Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad {JeM).

“He (Mohammed)
only consumed content
and got influenced but
didn’t execute any act
or perhaps didn't get a

chance. Training could
have radicalised him,”
said U Narsingappa, the
in-charge sub-divisional
police officer of Dhar-
mavaram.

Police clarified that
Mohammad is an In-
dian citizen and a na-
tive of Dharmavaram
in Andhra Prade:
family has been
the area for genes
ruling out any foreign
connection or origin.

Agency




NA’I‘IONAI,

Chinese FM

Wang Yi to visit
India for border
talks on Monday

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

The military standoff
in eastern Ladakh be-
gan in May 2020 and the
Galwan valley clashes in
June resulted in a severe
strain in the bilateral
thes.

The face-off effec-
tively ended following
the completion of the
disengagement process
from the last two fric-
lum ints of Demchok

epsing u‘ljde‘r an
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Rahul to launch ‘Vote Adhikar
in Bihar on Aug 17

Yatra’

Patna:
ongress leader Ra-
hul  Gandhi will

'on Sunday launch
a yatra to highlight the
alleged assault on the
people’s right to vote
through the special in-
tensive revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar, a
senlor party leader said
on Saturd:n)'

on
October 21 last year.

The decision to revive
various dialogue mech-
anisms was taken at a
meeting between Modi
and Xi in Kazan on Oc-
tober 23, 2024.

The Modi-Xi meeting
came two days after In-
dia and China firmed up
the disengagement pact
I'?'l;.kDepﬂns and Dem-

The two sides also in-
itiated a number of in-
itiatives to rebuild the
ties, including the re-
sumption of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra and
New Delhi restarting the
issuance of tourist visas
to Chinese nationals.

Both sides are also dis-
cussing the modalities to
resume direct flight ser-
vices between the two
countries.

Defence Minister Ra-

nath Singh and Jais-
iza.nkﬂ.r visited China in

last two months to
allend. SCO meetings.

Massive cloud-
burst kills 46 in
Kishtwar

CONTD FROM PAGE-1

Videos showed tor-
rents of muddy water,
silt and rubble tear-
ing through the steep
slopes, destroying
everything in the way.
Houses folded over like
pack of cards, rocks
came tumbling down,
blocking roads and res-
cue paths, the mudslide

turning the verdant
landscape to a grim
brown-grey.

The fragile Iimala-
van slopes faced disas-
ter just nine days after
flashfloods  wreaked
havoc in Dharali village
of Uttarakhand's Ut-
tarkashi

Advt Contact :
9818-199941

press
conference hl-nP former
state  Congress presi-

dent Akhilesh Prasad
Singh said Gandhi, the
Leader of Opposition
in the Lok S Il;?la. is
likely to be in the state
for ever a fortnight till
the “Vote Adhikar Yatra'
concludes with a rally in
Patna on September 1.

“Tomorrow,  Gandhi
will launch the wyatra
from Sasaram. All the
necessary permission
has heen obtained from
the authorities  con-
cerned. The yatra will
build a tempo in favour
of the INDIA bloc ahead
of the assembly polls,”
the Rajya Sabha MP said.

Replying to a query,
he said Gandhi was like-
Iv to “stay in Bihar for
nearly 15 days™ to lead
the yatra, which will

cover “25 districts of the
state” with three “break
days” on August 20, 25
and 31.

“Af Sasaram, Rahul

PM monitoring rescue operations in
cloudburst-hit Kishtwar: Jitendra Singh

Jammu:

Union  minister Jiten-
dra Singh on Saturday
reached out to people
admitted in the Govern-
ment Medical College
here with injuries from
the cloudburst and flash
floods that struck a re-
mote village in Kishtwar
distriet two days ago.

Singh said the search
and rescue operations
are continuing round the
clock and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is person-
ally monitoring the situa-
tion,

He said 53 bodies have
been recovered so far.

“Prime Minister Modi
is personally monitor-
ing the rescue and relief
operations. On the very
first day, he held a review
meeting. On Friday, he
spoke to the Lieutenant
Governor and the Chief
Minister and received a
briefing, He continues to
assess the sitation from
time to time,” Singh told
reporters at the hospital.

Singh, who had visited
the ~hit  Chisoti
village on Friday ni
and returned on Snruui}l‘
afterncon, was briefed
about the treatment given

Uk amliister: fitendra Singh

to the injured.

“When the Prime Minis-
ter himself is monitoring
the efforts, every gov-
ernment  department is
fully active and working
in tandem. The compen-
sation will also be more
than expected,” he said.

He snmhe Union Ter-
ritory government has no
reservations in this mat-

ter.

“Mlong with the Army,
BSF, CRPF and other
Central forces, the Gov-
ernment of India and the
state administration are
fully involved in rescue
operations. The DGP (di-
rector general of police)
himself is camping there
as part of the support
structure.  The Border
Roads Organisation is in-

volved as there is a lot of
debris to be cleared.” he
added.

TermmE it a “big ca-

Singh  said,
“When mmpared to
similar calamities  in
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, this is the
bugnest c.-ax.amup‘mso{sr
‘This is a testing time for
all of us.”

e explained that the
Air Force support strue-
ture could not operate
|n Chisoti due to weith-

e dis-

Gandhi is likely to be
joined by Tejashwi Ya-
dav, the Leader of the
Opposition  in Bihar,
besides our other alli-

“At Sasaram, Rahul
Gandhi is likely to be
joined by Tejashwi Ya-
dav, the Leader of the
Opposition in  Bihar,
besides our other alli-
ance partners, includ-
ing three Left parties.

ance partners, including
three Left parties. For
the final raﬁy in Patna
on September 1, we will
try to bring leaders of as
many like-minded par-
ties as possible,” Singh
said.

“We have been left with
no option, but to hit the
streets. Our pleas for a
discussion on the sensi-

] e in Parliament

e fallen on deaf ears.
The hehaviour of the
Election  Commission
reminds us of Babasa-
heb Ambedkar's warn-
ing that the Constitution
faced the greatest threat
from those who were ei-
ther stupid or cunning,”
he said.

Agency

L-G Gupta vows to regulate airfare
accelerate tourism in Ladakh

Ladaih Ligutepant Governor Kavinder Gupta

Leh:
Ladakh Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Kavinder Gupta
on Saturday vowed to
ulate airfare and ac-
celerate tourism in the
Union territory.

“The administra-
tion will take concrete
st to ulate air-
I'n:I:ﬁﬁo thnﬁlﬂmps do
not burden passengers
with exorbitant charges,
Iuamculaﬂ) during the
narsh winter months,”
the L-G said.

Interacting with Lada-
kh MP Mohmad Hanee-
fa Jan and representa-
tives of the All Ladakh
Tour Operators Asso-
ciation (ALTOA) here,

Gupta reiterated  the
administration’s  firm
resolve to promote tour-
ism in Ladakh.

“Nao stone will be left
unturned in boosting
tourism and strength-
ening connectivity,” he
said.

Underlining the ur-
gent need to expand
tourism  opportunities
in Kargil, Gupta s
on organising eultural
events such as the Suru
Festival, and facilitating
the introduction of pri-
vate aircraft services in
the district to enhance
connectivity,  thereby
ensuring  greater con-
venience for tourists.

PM to inaugurate two key road
projects for Haryana today

Shiv kumar

w Delhi:
Haryana's road  infra-
structure is poised for
a major boost as Prime
Minister Marendra
Modi will inaugurate
two significant highway
prajects tomorrow that
promise to enhance con-
nectivity for Sonipat and
Bahadurgarh.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, addressing
a press conference on
Friday, said the Prime

Minister will ded

six road projects worth
about Rs. 11,000 crore,
two of which are linked
to Harvana. These two
projects, with an invest-
ment of nearly Rs, 2,000
crore, form part of the
Urban Extension Road-
2 initiative. “The new
high will free the

mlched \ehlc]es c"nmmg
equipment overnight so
that the rescue opera-
tion does not fall short of
them. But two Indian Air
Farce helicopters are still
stationed in Udhampur,
ready for deployment.”

NCR from traffic jams
and connectivity chal-
the Chief Minis-

lenges,”
ter said.

Saini explained that
the projects will act as
crucial  four-lane  link
roads connecting the

Punjab: No respite from swollen Beas Sutlej in Kapurthala Tarn Taran

Mmlﬂh:l:\,n’l’-‘eroz.eptll.l’
Tarn Taran:

There was no respite for

villagers living by the Beas
and Sutlej rivers, which
are in spate fnllowlng the
heavy rains in catchment
areas, with farmers in Ka-
purthala, Tam Taran and
Fewpur dﬁmm fear-

1ngm||a
)mg areas  ad-
joining the Beas River in
Sultan pur Lodhi of Ka-
¥u district and the
nda region in Hoshiar-
pur district continued to

remain inunda
In the Khadoor Sahib
area of Tarm Taran, farm-
ers claimed that their
rmpR. paddy, and fodder
d because

stands at 76,700 cusecs.
The water level in the
reservoir reached
1.378.59 feet, ag;nnlzt the

of'l MlomngBeas

Punjab Transport Min-
ister Laljit Singh Bhul-
lar visited flood-affected
villages in Patti in Tarn
Taran to take stock of the
situation.

According to  official
sources, more ‘water was
released from the Pong
(Beas) Dam in Talwara
in Hoshiarpur following
heavy rain in the river's
upper catchment areas.

Around 57,000 cusecs
of water have been dis-
charged into the Bess

through spillway gates
and the dam's power-
house tunnels.

The inflow into the dam

HHIOH B
of Dooks Act 16

capacity of
1,390 feet.

Mukerian  Sub  Divi-
sional Officer (Drainage
and Mining) Sukh vt
Singh ﬁl(f
was flowing at l 032('0
cusecs on Saturday.

The situation was also
grim in Ferowepur district,
where villagers  stayin,
near the Sut] _| RJ\Pr ﬁnis
thﬂr

because t WeN ll
water for the past many
days.

Natives of Kalu Wala

village blamed the district

administration for failing
10 give any compensation
fior the crop loss,

“The ‘girdwaris’ (loss

bl
e na—m\m‘m el heverthing:

assessment) of the land
on which we have been
tilling for several vears
has not heen transferred
to our name, due to
which every year we lose
our crops and dom't get
any compensation”, said
farmer Gurmej Singh.
“My four-acre field in
Kalu Wala village has
been underwater for the
past ten davs. My paddy
erop has been destroyed,
and Tam under immense
stress. Every day I visit
my fields hoping the wa-
ter level has gone down,
but today the entire crop
was submerged.” he said.
Parkash Singh of Tendi
Wala \-I“ alleged that
the straton had

vent flooding from the
river.

He said he and many
more farmers never re-
ceived any compensation
for their crop loss in 2023,

“In like this,

said the situation was
underoomrol
administration
is keeping a hawk's eyve.
The work on stmng:hr_'n-
ing the ‘bundh’ is Emn
on a war footing,
said.

“There is a rise in Sut-
lej water, but the situ-
ation is under control,”
she added.

AAP MLA Ranbir Sin-
gh Bhullar on Saturday
visited Tendi Wala, Jallo
Ke, Gatti Rajo Ke, and
Khunder Gatti villages,
all of which are situated
along the Sutlej.

Bhullar instructed the
officials to strengthen
the banks of the river to
prevent more flooding

In Kapurthala's

leaders from all parties
come to our villages only
to get their photographs
clicked, but in reality, they
do nothing. T won't name
any party leader because
they are all the same. We
have decided we will not
allaw any political leader
to enter our village until
the land is transferred in
our names,” said Gurmit
Singh, another farmer
from Tendi Wala village.

l-PmAEpnr Deputy

done nothi
en the bun
embankment

to strel
" — earthes
ta pre-

TEY METAA BT 1L

Shll.h-\ Sharma, who vis-
ited the border villages
and Harike headworks,

i, more
than zovlllage% near the
Beas were impacted by
2 rise in the water level,
which later receded to
1.08 lakh cusec from 1.25
lakh eusec, drainage de-
partment official Khush-
winder Singh said.
Meanwhile, the dis-
trict administration
pressed into  service
more than ten boats,
and two motorboats
belonging to Rajva Sab-
ha member Sant Bal-
bir Singh Seechewal to
provide relief material
to the flood-affected

farmers.

011 s Pubisbed
L P

Haryana's growing in-
dustrial clusters. The
improved road network,
he added, will not only
ease the movement of
vehicles but also open
fresh avenues for trade
and employment in the
state.

Detailing the projects,
he said Package-q4 com-
prises a 29.6-km stretch
constructed at a cost of
Rs. 1,490 crore that will
provide direct connec-
tivity to Sonipat and re-

duce congestion on NH-

44. The road will also

link the Bawana Indus-
trial Area with NH-352A
(Jind-Gohana ~ Road),
thereby giving a fresh
impetus to commerce
unE industry. Package-5,
he added, involves a 7.3-
km road built at a cost of
Rs. 487 crore, connect-
ing Dichaon Kalan in
Delhi directly with Ba-
hadurgarh and the KMP
Expressway, ensuring
seamless access to both.

Calling the projects a

reflection of the “dou-
hlE-EllElnE OVerT-
ment's commitment
to creating world-class
infrastructure, Saini ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Prime Minister for plac-
ing Haryana's interests
at the centre of devel-
opment i i
Prime Minister shares
a special connection
with Haryana,” he said,
thanking him on behalf
of the people of the state,

On the occasion, the
Chiefl Minister also paid
heartfelt tributes to for-
mer Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee on his
death anniversary. Re-
membering  Vajpayee
as a statesman who re-
defined Indian politics,
Saini said, “Te was an
epitome of grace and
whenever governments
strayed from the path
of public interest, he
cautioned  them  with
dignity and restraint.”
Vajpayee's towering
sonality, he remar
remained a central p:llar
of India’s political life,

Oppn parties slam AAP’s Sisodia for
‘Saam Daam Dand Bhed’ remarks

Chandigarh:
Senior AAP leader Man-
ish Sisodia has come un-

criticism from
the opposition  parties
in PunJ:lb for his alleged
Daam, ~ Dand,

Bhed * remarks about the
2027 Assembly elections,

Punjab BJP president
Sunil Jakhar has also
written to the Election
Commission, seeking ac-
tion aiain!! the AAP lead-
er in the matter.

The rival parties ac-
eused the former deputy
clnef minister of Delhi

advocating  winning
e'lemoue “hy ?\ock or by
crook” and by “promot-
ing undemocratic meth-
ods™,

The oppaosition leaders
also posted a video clip on
their social media
dles, in which Sisodia is
purportedly heard saying
during AAP's women's
wing leadership training

mme on August 13

!;at “z2027 ke chunav jit-
vane ke live saam, daam,
dand, bhed, sach, jhooth,
uestion, answer, ladai,

jhagra, jo karmna padega,

karenge. Taiyaar hain?”
Punjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann was also

present at the event.
Jakher on  Saturday

[elb L1007,
0n ARG,

Sanlor AAF kader Manish Sisodia

shot off a letter to the
Election  Commission,
alleging that in the video,
the AAP leader advocat-
ed winning elections “hy
hook or by crook, thus
promating ocTat-
e methods and violating
the law".

Jakhar  said  that
ahead of Independence
Day, Sisodia delivered a
speech where he men-
tioned  using
Daam, Dand, Bhed, Sach,
Jhooth, Sawaal, Jawaah,
Ladai, Jhagda™ to win the
2027 Punjab polls,

These remarks mock
the values of peace, free-
dom and integrity, clear-
Iy indicating the AAP's

intention to “undermine”
the democratic process,
he alleged.

“The comments
threaten rzune develop-
ment and prosperity of
the state. '!"Iu-\r provide
evidence of a clear in-
tent to engage in corrupt
practices, intimidate vot-
ers, incite hostility, and
disturb public peace.

“These acts constitute
serious  offences  under
the Representation of the
People Act, 1951, bribery
under Section 123(1), un-
due influence under See-
tion \.v]()), and promot-
ing enmiry under Section
123(3A) (of the BNS)"
Jakhar said.

s urdter ke Trass B Begliration




DELHI

TOP STORY, Du, Sunday 17, August 2025

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta thanks PM Modi for
construction of Urban Extension Road II

W Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva and local MP Yogender Chandolia, Gupta inspected the venue for the inaugu-
ration of the UER-II at Rohini Sector 37, from where the road will be inaugurated by the prime minister on Sunday.

ter Rekha Gupta
thanked Prime
Minister Naren-

dra Modi on Saturday for the
construction of the Urban
Extension Road (UER) I1,
saying it will contribute to
the "Viksit Delhi” vision.
Accompanied by Delhi
BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva and local MP Yo-
gender Chandolia, Gupta in-
spected the venue for the
imanguration of the UER-11
at Rohini Sector 37, from
where the road will be inau-
gurated by the prime minis-
ter on Sunday.
Describing the projectas a
"historie gift" for the city, the
chief minister said the inau-
guration of the TER-IT will
not only move Delhi closer o
becoming a traffic-free cap-
ital but also strengthen con-
nectivity across the Nation-
al Capital Region (NCR).
“The UER-1T is not just an
infrastructure project, it s an
investment in the future of
Kite string slits bike
rider's throat near
Tughlakabad Metro
2 -

New Delhi
A go-year-old bike rider
battles for his life after
his throat was slit by a
kite string Saturday while
he was traversing a fly-
over near Tughlakabad
Metro Station in south-
east Delhi's Badarpur
area, police said,

The incident was re-
ported around 4.40 pm at
Badarpur Police Station,
they said.

The string appears to
be an Indian string, but
FSL (Forensic Science
Laboratory) reports will
confirm if it is that or Chi-
nese Manjha, Deputy
& issi of Police

Delhi. It will improve the
traffic flow, cut travel time
drastically and uplift the
quality of life for lakhs of
people living in Delhi and
NCR," she said.

The corridor will start at
National Highway-44
(Alipur), traverse through
Mundka, Bakkarwala, Na-
jafparh and Dwarka, and
terminate at National High-
wary-48, near Mahipalpur,

Highlighting its utility,
Gupta said one of the most
significant advantages of the
road is the reduction in trav-
 time from the Singhu bor-
der to the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational (1G1) Airport. It
will now take just 40 min-
utes to cover the distance,
compared to almost two
hours earlier.

"The pressure on Inner
and Outer Ring Roads will
he substantially reduced,
while major junctions such

S
heavy congestion, This will
be a huge relief for lakhs of
daily eommuters,” she not-
ed.

The UER-I1 will also act as
a mtlmi link munemmg
major high i

as Mukarba Chowk, Mad-
huban Chowk, Peeragarhi
Chowk, Dhanla Kuan and
NH-g will no longer face

NH-44 (Alipur), NH-g (Ba-
hadurgarh) and NH-48
(Mahipalpur). This im-
proved connectivity will also

expand industrial and lo-
gistics opportunities, the
chief minister was quoted as
saying in astatement issned
by the Dethi government.
The project will connect
the industrial hubs of Soni-

pat  and Bahadurgarh
through dedicated link
roacs, ghving a direct boost to
industry and facilitating

LSE graduate 2 more held in Delhi
for extortion attempt from Thailand

New Delhi

Thires men, inchuding a Lon-
don School of Economics
graduate, were arrested for
allegedly attempling to ex-
tort money from a Delhi
man to repay debts through
a eyber fraud plot hatched in
Thailand, an officer said on
Saturday.

Sumit, 42, Prince, 35, and
Nitish, 31, allegedly threat-
ened a city-based bmimss
man by imy

conspired to extort money
by using the name of a
dreaded gangster.

As part of the plan, they
travelled to Thailand, pro-
cured an international STM
cartl, and misde calks from an
online messaging platform
from there, he said.

Investigation led to the
discovery that the call and
the QR code originated from
Thailand, Valsan said.

Police took help from the
Indian Cyber Crime Coor-
dination Centre (14C) under
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, and traced earlier coyp-

The ¢ lai
proached the Desh Bandlm
Gupta Road Police Station
earlier this week, alleging
that he received an interna-

gangster and dcmandmg
payment in cryptocurren-
oy, he sabd.

Nitish holds a master's
degree from the London
School of Economics, while
the others have business
and local backgrounds,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Central) Nidhin Val-
san said.

During interrogation, the
three confessed that they
were under heavy debts and

tional WhatsApp call from
an unknown number.

The caller, identifying
himself as a gangster, al-
legedly threatened to kill
the man’s children if he did
not transfer cryptocurrency
and gave him a QR eode, the
DCP said.

A case under Section
308(4) (extortion) of the
BNS was registered, and po-
Tice launched an investiga-
tion.

y transactions that
helped them namrow down
the suspects.

“Once the suspects land-
ed in India from Thailand,
they were apprehended,”
the officer said.

Sumit is a BCom graduate
and jewellery trader from
West Punjabi Bagh, while
Prince is a dass 9 dropout
from Roshanara Road. Ni-
tish, police said, is from Mot
Nagar and is an LSE post-
graduate,

Police said Sumit knew
the target personally and
had plotted the crime with
the others to repay debts.

Two killed as dumper truck hits car

on Tauru-Sohna road in Gurugram

Gurugram

(Southeast) Hemant Ti-
wari said.

The victim was identi-
fied as Rajneesh, a native
of Hardoi district in Uttar
Pradesh, who is currently
living in Akhibelpur vil-
lage. He was lying in a
pool of blood.

“There was significant
bleeding from the neck
region of the victim. He
was immediately shifted to
AIIMS Trauma Centre,
where his condition is
stated to be critical,” an of-
ficer said.

Chinese manjha is pro-
hibited under Delhi gov-
ernment notifications for
posing a severe threat to
human life, birds and the
environment.

Two men were killed after a
speeding dumper truck hit
their Swift Dzire car on the
Tauru-Schna mad in the
wee hours of Saturday, po-
lice said.

The driver of the dumper
fled from the spot with his
vehicle, police said, adding
that an FIR has been regis-
tered at the Sadar Tauru
police station.

The deceased have been
identified as Rahul (30} and
his friend Ajay (27), both
residents of Tauru.

The duo was returning to
Tauru by car after visiting
the Kalkaji Temple in Delhi
when the accident took place
around 3 am on Saturday,
Both died on the spot, while
the car was also badly dam-

o

aged. police said.

A few locals claimed the
dumper was moving reck-
lesshy at a very high speed.

While Afay was a father of
two daughters, Rahul's wife
is expecting a child. Ajay
used to work in a private
jewellery shop in Bhiwadi,
while Rabul had his own

Police must become self-reliant embrace technology
and win public trust: Delhi Police commissioner

New Delhi

Delhi Police Commissioner
5 B K Singh has outlined
three focus areas -- self-re-
liance, use of technology,
and promotion of healthy
eompetition for the foree.

Drawing inspiration from
Prime Minister Narendra
Muodi's address at the Red
Fort, the commissioner on
Friday also stressed on the
need to bridge the trust gap
with the publi

"Despite working hard,
somewhere we have not
been able to win the trust of
the people in the way we
should have, Every police-

man needs to shift from a
‘shasak bha’ (ruler’s mind-
set) to'sewa bhav' (spirit of
service)," he said, empha-
sising that citizens must
feel confident to approach
the police without hesita-
tion.

At the ceremonial func-
tion held at PHQ lawns on
Jai Singh Road, Singh con-
gratulated officers, person-
ned and their families, whi
lauding the force for en-
suring incident-free securi-
ty arrangements during In-
dependence Day celebra-
tions.

In his address, the police
chiefunderlined three focus
areas =" "atmanirbharta'
(self-reli ), use of tech-

business, a relative of one of
the deceased said.

“An FIR has been regis-
tered against the unknown
dumper driver, We have
handed over the bodies to
the kin after postmortem,

“The sccused will be arrested

soon,” Tanru SHO Jitender
Yadav said.

faster movement of goods,
Guptasaid this will not only
acrelerate economic activi-
ties in Delhi-NCR, but also
strengthen the region's role
as a hub of trade and com-
merce.

"With smoother traffic
flow and shorter travel time,
fuel consumption will de-
crease significantly, con-

tribting to lower emissions.
The UER-IT will directly aid
in reducing air-pollution lev-
elsand improving the over-
all environment of the cap-
ital.” she underlined.

The route will also inte-
grate with the Delhi-Jaipur
national highway, the KMP
Expressway, the Gurugram-
Rewari highway and the Gu-
rugram-Sohna highway, No-
tably, the Gurugram-Sohna
stretch is directly linked to
the Delhi-Mumbai Express-
way, the statement said.

With this network, the
UER-I will emerge as a
hackbone of high-speed con-
i inking Delhi not
just with the NCR but with
the entire country, Gupta
said.

Travelling to Chandigarh,
Punjab, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Jaipur and even Muom-
hai will become much faster
and more convenient. It &
truly a “transformative” proj-
ect for the people of Delhi
and beyond, the chief min-
ister said.

Woman 3 others held for
killing daughter's husband

Gurugram
Four people, including a
woman, have been arrested
in connection with the mur-
der of a 25-vear-old man,
Gurugram police said on
Saturday.

The victim, Sameer, was
allegedly killed for marry-
ing the woman's daughter,
Sunaina Kumari (21), after
eloping with her in De-
cember 2023, they said.

His body was found in
the Aravalli hills near
Sohna town in Gurugram
district in July.

Police said they both
hailed from Katghara
Shankar village in Uttar
Pradesh's Mau district and
lived in Faridabad's Bal-
labgarh area.

The accused have been
identified as Mahesh Ku-
mar (35) of Nub district;
Ramsadan aliss Vicky (38)
and Leela Devi (Kumari's
muother) from Mau; and
Alim Khan (29) from Ra-
jasthan's Tijara district.

Police said one more ac-
cused, Sunaina’s brother
Sonu, remaing abseonding.

They said Sunaina's
mother and brother held a
grudge against Sameer for
marrying Kumari and de-
cided to kill Sameer. Sonu

took help of his associates
to commit the crime.

According to police, Ma-
hesh and Alim abducted
Sameer on July 4 when he
‘was coming out of a facto-
ry in Sector 6, IMT Farid-
abad, and assaulted him.

They then took him to
the Aravalli hills and mur-
dered him after tying his
hands and blindfolding
him, police said.

"We are trying to nab
Sonu, who is still on large.
We are questioning the ac-
cused after taking them on
four davs of police re-
mand," said Sohna ACP Ji-
tender Kumar.

Mahesh was arrested in
Sohna on Wednesday,
while the other three ac-
cused were arrested in Bhi-
wadi in Rajasthan on
Thursday.

According to an official,
the erime was a blind mur-
der case as there were no
witnesses and very limited
evidence.

The matter came to light
on July 6 when a security
guard of Ansal Farm House
informed the police about
seeing a dead body with
its throat slit and hands
tied behind with a knife by-
ing on its skde.

Noida Family held hostage in taxi as
cabbie attempts to outrun cops accused held

Noida

A cab driver has been ar-
rested after he virtually held
a family Thostage” during
their ride as Noida Police
chased the 5ptadmg car for
deliberately jumping barri-
cades, officials said on Sat-
urday.

PCR sirens blaring in the
background, a four-vear-ald
frightened girl crying and
her parents pleading the
driver to stop the vehicle —
showed avideo of the nerve-
racking incident recorded
by the family.

Noida Phase 3 Police said
the accused has been arrest-
ed and two Andhaar cards
were found from his pos-
session —one in the name of
‘Nasim' and another ‘Sonu'.

On Thursday at around
1.30 pm, Sanjay Mohan
booked a cab for Delli’s Con-
naught Place from his home
in Greater Noida.

Mohan, his wife and their
four-year-old daughter sat
in the cab and started their
ride. However, at Parthala
hridge in Noida, police sig-
nalled the driver tostop but
e sped off, jumping the har-
ricades, the police said.

Stunned by the drver's
sudden move, the couple re-
quested him to stop the car
and drop them off. However,
heignored and began driving
rashly for several kil

to escape the PCRvan chas-
ing him, they said.

The eouple kept pleading
and when the driver man-
aged to outrun the police

identify and nab the accused,
the police said,

Central Noida DCP Shak-
ti Mohan Awastly said, "A
viral video of rash driving of
a cab driver went viral on Au-
gust 14. Police registered a
case against him at Phase 3
Police Station and later the
driver identified as Nasim
was arrested from Sahara
cut.”

“The Wagon R has been
seized and a challan of Rs
25,500 was issued," he said.

According to Mohan, his
wife suffered minor injuries
in her hand. A case has been
registered against the ac-

team, he stopped the vehicle  cused under BNS sections
fow barely a few s aTP 137 (2) (ki ), 127 (2)
Wagar. As soon as the fami-  (wiongful confinement), 281

Iy pot down, he fled, they
said

The entire incident was
recorded by the family. It
surfaced on social nmlmun
Friday, i

officials to

(rash driving), 319 {cheating
by personation, ;18 (4]
(cheating), 336 (2) (forgery),
338 (forgery of valuable se-
curity) and others at Plase 3
Police Station, they said.

Women in Vivek Vihar Celebrate 79th
Independence Day, Call for National Unity

TSN /NewDelhi
The Mahila Pragatishee] As-
sociation (MPA), in collabo-
ration with Bharat Vikas
Parishad and Vivek Vihar
Residents' Welfare Associa-
tion, organized an all-
women Independence Day
celebration in Vivek Vihar,
East Delhi. The event
marked the 7gth Independ-
ence Day of the country and
resonated with the themes of
national unity and women's
empowerment.

The celebration brought
together women from di-
verse walks oflife, incuding
active members of Bharat
Vikas Parishad, who partic-
ipated with enthusiasm. The
oceagion featured patriotic
songs, stirring speeches, and

ru]lur.ﬂ perlurlnanws that

the spirit of free-

abuul IJN. true meaning u[
recalling the

dom and collective respon-

sibility.
Adidressing the gathering,

Smt. Usha Kiran ji spoke

sacrifices made by the na-
tion's forefathers. She em-
phasized that the responsi-
bility of shaping the coun-

try's future lies with every
citizen and urged women to
contribute actively to the
nation's development.

Adding to the fervor of
the celebration, Geeta
Grover ji recited a patriotic
poem dedicated to the mar-
tyrs who laid down their
lives for the nation’s free-
dom. Her powerful recita-
tion evoked deep emotions
among the audience and
served as a reminder of the
nation's journey towards in-
dependence.

The event concluded with
a strong message of unity
and progress, with partici-
pants reaffirming their com-
mitment to building a
stronger and maore inclu-
sive India.

Delhi Hospitals benefit from Rs 60 Crore Uphaar fund

New Delhi

The Delhi government has
informed the Supreme
Court that the Rs 60 crore
paid by the Ansal brothers
for constructing a trauma
eentre in memory of the
1997 Uphaar fire tragedy
victims has been utilised at
three government hospitals.
According to an affidavit
filed in the apex court, the
three hospitals are Sanjay
Gand.hl Memorial Hospital,
i i Raja

nology, and promotion of
healthy competition --
which he said should be
pursued in ‘mission mode’
across all units of the force.

Harish Chander Huospital,
Narela, and Siraspur Hos-
pital.

These hospmls were se-
lected for

of trauma centres based on
urgent public need in the
high-density and under-
served regions of Delhi, it
said.

"It is further submitted
that while the original di-
rection of this court referred
to the construction of a trau-
ma centre at a suitable lo-
cation in Dwarka, at the
time there existed no
GNCTD hospital in Dwarka
where such a trauma centre
could be established.

"However, the Indira
Gandhi Hospital, located in
Sector g, Dwarka, has since
been constructed and be-

came fu ] om May 10,

2021,

"The hospital has a total
bed capacity of 1,241, in-
cluding 330 ICU beds, and
is fully operational, benefit-
ting the residents of Dwar-
ka and surrounding areas,”
the affidavit said.

The Delhi government
submitted that it has gone
beyond the original direc-
tions by establishing tranma
centres at three different
locations to maximise pub-
lic benefit.

AVUT office-bearer Nee-
lam Krishnamoothy, who
lost her two children in the
1097 tragedy in which 50
people were killed, had ear-

lier said, "It is outrageous to
hear the Delhi government
elaim in the Supreme Court.
that the Rs 60 crore has al-
ready been utilised despite
the court's categorical di-
rection that these funds
were to be used solely for
building a trauma centre in
memory of the Uphaar vie-

ims at a suitable site in

Om May 7, the top court is-
sued a notice to the Delhi
pgovernment, seeking its re-
sponse on an application
filed by the Association of
Victims of Uphaar Tragedy
[AVUT).

AVUT's plea said, "While

about 10 vears have elapsed
since the stipulated fine
amount was deposited (hy
the Ansal brothers) with the
office of the chief secretary,
government of NCT of Del-
hi, on November g, 2015,
the trauma centre envis-
aged in this court's direc-
tions remain a nonstarter,
with no discernable steps
having been taken towards
its construction.”

On September 22, 2015,
the top court directed that
the trauma centre wis re-
quired to be completed
within two years in memo-
ry of the fire victims in the
Dhwarka area.
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Bloodshed and Water Cannot Run Together

rom the ramparts of the Red Fort today,

the Prime Minister transformed a simple

phrase into a doctrine: “Bloodshed and wa-

ter cannot run together.” It was not a poctic

line for the occasion but a strategic signal
to the nation and the world. The message was unam-
biguous—terrorism, cross-border violenee, and proxy
war will now invite consequences that go beyond dip-
lomatic protests. India will not allow the lifelines of
cooperation to continue while the arteries of peace
are severed hy terror.

The speech made it clear that national security is
no longer a reactive exercise; it is an active covenant
between the state and its people. The Prime Minister
placed defence at the core of governance, connecting
the security of borders to the dignity of
reminded the country that the Pahalgam atts
met not with hesitation but with decisive action—Op-
eration Sindoor—proving that those who sponsor ter-
vor will pay a price they cannot predict. This is India’s

“new normal”: act swiftly, strike precisely, and choose
the timing.

But the real pivot in hne address was the annournce-
ment of Mission Sud; hakra—a
indigenous defenee shicld named after the celestial
weapon of Lord Krishna. In the Mahabharata, Kr-
ishna used the Sudarshan Chakra sparingly, only
when Dharma itself was under mortal threat. The
Prime Minister's choice of this symbol was deliber-

ding India's modern defence dm‘lrlm. to an
it ethie: strength with restraint. This shiel
said, will not only neutralise attacks but alm strike
back when provoked—an architecture of both de-
fence and deterrence.

romised, Mission Sudarshan Chakra
infrastructure, and publie
within the next decade. Its
strength will lie in layers—radar networks, missile
interceptors, drone defences, and eyber-secure com-
mand systems—integrated into a single, seamless
shield. Every node will be made in India. Every cir-

every line of code will belong to the
rat no foreign hand can control
the nation’s safety. This is Atmanirbhar Bharat in its
purest strategic form.

If built as
will protect

The speech also addressed the darker front: infil-

d demographic manipulation. The Prime
er warned riat illegal infiltration is not just a
or issue but a long-term security threat,
Borders, registries, and enforcement must be water-

By Dr. Anil Singh

r. Anil Singh, Editar, STAR Views & Editor]
Author of the book “Miitary and Med

tight if deterrence is to be credible. Just as a missile
can eripple a city, unchecked infiltration can weaken
the state from within.

The line “blood and water cannot run together™
also spoke directly to the reality of regional geopoli-
tics, Water is both a symbaol and a tool of cooperation,

Y

But no nation can be expected to sustain such coop-
eration while enduring the bloodletting of terrorism.
This is not vengeance—it is a statement of moral and
strategic logic: peace and aggression cannot coexist.

By invoking Lord Krishna, the Prime Minister
reached beyond policy into the civilisational psyche,

We, the people of India, do solemnly,

© years ago, seated in an ambassador car,
traversing over 600 km, I had set out to
cover the massive drought of Kalahandi
{Orissa) - the rocky, waterless wasteland,
predominantly  populated by numercus
Adivasi tribes. The sweltering June . piercing
sun rays of the ever-burning sun, open car windows
with wet towels hanging over a spring like iron cord,
stretching from the driver’s window to the rear, cou-
pled with a perpetual urge to drink gallons of water
- was a distinet beginning of my reportage of mass
hunger, depravation and pathetic plight of human
life. In the ensuring 13-hour joumney, there was no
packaged water (*Bisleri’ being the only option), no
food to eat - sans the grey watery potato curry with
half boiled rice and no tea/cigarette stalls to sati-
ated the loathsome drive. 1 could not find a single
berewell or a handpump, in the entire journey after
leaving Bhubaneshwar, which pumped
only water source for hundreds of Adivasi
were the dried streams, where pots had to precisely
placed so as to accumulate two — three liters of brack-
ish-brown-greyish liquid, called water. 26 years ago,
while covering the first televised Indo-Pak war, upon
reaching Kargil in the dead of the night, the only op-
tion was a plate of badly overcooked Maggie, again
made in brackish grey water, where the yellow tex-
ture of a regular Maggie appeared to a chard - grey-
ish = brown concoction. Despite a deluge of national
and international media personnel, the lone Kargil
Hotel, provided for one bucket of water per day for
all your daily needs, washing — bathing/wiping the
hody with wet towel — flushing, Old Monk rum was
a |)|u|l) = happily donated by Armed forees canteen,
cigarettes & bidi was readily available, mutton was a
rarity and roti = a luxury.

While the nation celehrates its 7gth Independ-
ence Day, why am I reminded of the days of deprav-
ity? Because come what may, more than 9o% of
India, shall never witness the calamity of drought,
infectious disease wiping out hundreds of hapless
innocents, the obseurity of food, the constant ham-
mering of sub-human [ non-human existence and
the fate of a man ‘dead’ - the day a child is “born’".
1 am reminded of a nation, struggling to stand on
its feet - a nation, where depravity, scarcity, Mdc-
spread poverty, death beeause of hun;,l.r pei
sion of human life - was, but, given. A child bum in
India after zoo05, a 20-year-old young Indian,
ean never relate to the India — 1, tried to portrait,
above, No doubt, we have progressed. We have de-
veloped into a nation of enterprising young Indi-
ans who lay the foundations of a developed nation
every day, while they toil to ascertain their in -
ual future and, in the process, define the destiny
of mighty Indian state. Ushered from the ramparts
of fort, the 79th Independence Day marks
the elarion eall of a developed . equitable and
progressive, India. A definitive march towards the
stated objective of a ‘developed’ India over the next
21 years. Proclaimed as the Amrit Kaal, 9 years ago,
when India celebrated its 7oth Independence Da
the year 2047 is peg to reinforce India as the pin
nacle of eumulative progress and establishment of
Indian identity as the largest and most functional
demoeracy in the world.

&,

Lofty may be, but not unrealistic. With a growth
vate of over 6% per annum as per international esti-
mates, in the world defined with all pery: asive regres-
sion and stilted growth, India is the beacon

By Ajay Kumar

force, India does have all the aces up its sleeves, at
least for the next four decades

Yet, the eracks in the mirror are beginning to
surface.

The neat story of remarkable Indian |,,I'lJ\\lh and
world dominance (notion of Vishwa Guru) is dis-
t of our own undoing. The
1 ng democracy of 1.5 billion
mlh over 1 hillion active voters, is beginning to fade
into bureaucratic obscurity. The gulf hetween the
rich and average Indian, 15 so \-\-1d(' that it scems
unsurmountable, at the very least. Social ostraciza-
ity, :\uthout:unn display of polit-

\ulh the nlrtlc:n of ‘might is right’, is deeply eroding
the notion of just & equitable India. ‘Gandhi’s India’

5 Iy being usurped by ‘Trump’s America’. The
legacy of iron-clad bureaucracy has tightened
its vice-like grip over democratic India. Facilitated
by a dependent, politically plus morally denuded po-
litical class, the defunet Babu Class has stimmed the

of progress & development of over 1.5 billion people.
A country with the largest number of young work-

ref ives of Indian electorate into mere stoog-
e, Fxtn-mnmtmmn'ﬂ structures like the Planning
¢ / Niti Ayog, all-encomp & overtly

dominant Prime Minister’s office / Chief Minister's
office, have replaced the politician driven parliamen-
tary form of governance. From a quasi-federal form
of governance of the 8os, we are markedly closer to
a unitary form of governance, Populism has replaced
driven government lar-
of beneficiary, akin
i-baap culture during
Accused  criminals, accumula-

princely  dominion.
tively form more than a third of all elected members

of the parliament or the
crore court cases cry for v
matters await trail in varied Indian courts. The
preme Court becomes the ultimate decision-makir
authority, deciding matters of faith to granting bail
to pick-pocketers, languishing in jails. Where a High
Court jud rused of demonstrative financial cor-
ruption continues to enjoy the perks of a HC judge
while another HC judge accused of moral intrepid-
ity is not even touched wpon due to political op-
portunism. For the first time in Indian history, the
Vice-President of the country resigns citing ill-health,
even while he was actively conducting the session
of the Rajya Sabha - and no one questions the bi-
zarre occurrence, The Election Commission of India
changes the rule of the game, hides behind veil of se-

The Sudarshan Chakra is not a weapon of constant
use; it is one of last resort. In the Bhagavad Gita, Kr-
ishna says:

“Yada vada hi dharmasya glanir bhavati Bharata,
E:hutthamm adharmasya tadatmanam srijamya-
m

W] er Dharma declines and Adharma rises, 1
manifest to set it right.

This is the moral compass of the doctrine, Force is
justified not for domination, but for restoring order
and protecting the innocent. That is why the Sudar-
shan Chakra is the perfect metaphor—used rarely,

d nghtmur\l) used to end disorder, not perpet-

The path forward must be disciplined and clear.
First, the Sudarshan Chakra mission must define
what it will protect, in what order, and with what
timelines. Second, it must rely entirely on sovereign
supply chains—no imported secker heads, no for-
eign encryption, no borrowed satellite feeds. Third, it
must fuse military, police, and civilian sensors into
a single defence grid. hardened against eyber-attack.
Fourth, it must codify clear rules of engagement to
avoid hesits And finally, it must be an-
chored in public trust—through transparency, drills,
and visible progress year after year,

Externally, deterrenee must be communicated with
clarity. Terror attacks on civi

sequences that adversari ct
control. Nuclear threats will not paralyse India’s de-
cision-making. Water diplomacy will remain condi-
tmm] on the cessation of terror, Internally, the fight
t infiltration must be humane but uncompro-
mising, rooted in law but unyielding in excention.

The Prime Minister's words today were a pledge—
that India will not be a passive target, that it will
defend its people with the patience of Dharma and
the preeision of modern foree. Bloodshed and water
cannot run together. But deterrence and develop-
ment can, and must, flow side by side. If the vision of
Mission Sudarshan Chakra is realised in steel, code,
and discipline, India will step into its centenary as
a nation protected b own shield, guided by its
own conscience, and armed with a Chakra that rarely
needs to fly.

aver

crecy and denies transparent information sharing on
documented data. All this, while the ruling party and
the op) n parties accuse the Election Commis-
sion nlp fudging the voters list in several parliamenta-
ry constituencies. And in the interim ;
posting EC fact check updates on s
forms.

al media plat-

Is, post truth — narrative driven democracy, bom-
barded by an anarchist form of guerrilla inspired op-
portunist politics, dredging the foundation of Indian
polity? Has India been vealistieally “Trumped” over
the past few year? The answer lies within the prism
through which, politics and society of the 21r.t r'rmn-
ry India, is looked through. Frankly, India i owth
story with severely dented political 'lctlmm Lmd
opportunism).

For the first time after 1971, the entire nation is
heing woken to the spectre of mass illegal Bangla-
deshi migration, speciz 5. The politics
of West Bengal, spilled over the entire country in
terms of sudden pcllce action against Bangla speak-
ing Muslims, has given rise to ‘Bengali Ashmita’ and
language war at the behest of Bengal CM Mama-
ta Banerjee, The rampage wrecked upon common
men by over 4.5 crore Kawarias walking on national
highways between Haridwar - Delhi, towns of Uttar
Pradesh & Haryana, under state protection, is active
fodder to the minds advocating *Hindu Rashtra”. The
municipal authorities ban on consumption of meat/
meat products on 15th Aug (Independence Day) in
‘\,{'\h.’u aahn a is, but a draconian attempt at ram-roll-

The

in north India,
= Assam
ulace, who relish the festivities with mouth
non-veg delicacies during Durgs Horror killing
of a daughter who cleared mocrml exams in pro-
gressive Gujarat is another such example of adopted
patriarchy from northern states of Harvana or Uttar
sh. The never-ending subsidy by governments,

ing food/cereals/cooking gas/women centric
mr.h ymnmfmah to farmers/cash to unemployed
- ﬁlt‘q’ﬂll political strokes, gone completely, astray.
The decision to enforce caste survey, entrenching
the generations old caste hicrarchy leading to the
A d res

(I.um-.\m{ for Hu-w% ru..wn-at Jn) 5 @
Ambedkarite activism. The raging debate over ma-
nipulated voters list, casting aspersions on Election
Commission’s neutrality, leading to calls of boyeott-
ing Bihar elections by political partics is not an ab-
erration, either. These are the flaws of competitive
opportunistic political mis-adventurism,

e the people of In
narrative of “sover
lar, democratic republi
equality and fraternity” to its people, weasa
shall not be able to develop and metamorp
developed nation of tomorrow. Do 1 believe
dream of developed and equitable India - v
From in between the India of my ambassador ride
to Kalahandi or reportage on foot from the depth of
Mushkoh valley of Kashmir in 1999, to becoming the
world's biggest consumer market which no interna-
tional player ean ignore, my India exhibits a promise,
a promise of a golden tomorrow,
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CM Yogi announces Rs 30,000 crore
master plan for Braj region on Janmashtami

B Double-engine govemment committed to purity rmd um'ntermpted flow of the Yamuna: CM Yogi

n Lord Shr Kr-
ishna's 5252nd
Obiﬂhmn'mﬁur_\r"
Chiegf Minister M

Yogi Adityanath visited
Mathura on Saturday, where
he inaugurated 118 projects
worth 646 crore and un-
veiled a 30,000 crore mas-
ter plan for the holistic de-
velopment of the Braj re-
gion.

Addressing the gathering,
CM Yogi said that Mathura
reflects 5,000 years of an-
cient history and devotion.
On Shri Krishna Janmash-
tami, devotees from across
India and the world have
converged here, he noted,
adding that Lord Krishna
resides in every particle of
Mathura's sacred soil — o de-
votion unparalleled any-
where else. T bow countless
times to this holy land,” he
said.

CM Yogi said he has had
the privilege of joining cele-
bratonslike R il

itage, which. in times of glob-

al erises, offers the path to
lasting peace and harmony,

The Chief Minister an-
nounced a new master plan
of Rs 30,000 crore for the
halistic dewlnpnwnranhe
Braj region. He sald this

Janmashtami in Mathura
for several years. Inspired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Madi's vision, he empha-
sized India's role as a con-
fluence 0[ spirituality and
modem d He

plan will |

sites like '\-I:Altmm. Vrinda-
van, Barsana, and Gokul
with the memories of Drwa-
par Yuga. He said, “Our gov-
ernment is committed to re-
specting the sentiments of

el e

added that the world is eager
o study India's spiritual her-

the Braj region. We are mak-
ing possible the works which

Himachal CM unfurls
Tricolour at Sarkaghat,
announces major relief
and development projects

The 7gth Independence Day
wass celebrated across Hi-
machal Pradesh with en-
thusiasm and patriotic fer-
vour, with functions held at
the state, district and subdi-
vision levels. The state-level
event took place at Sark-
aghat in Mandi district,
where Chief Minister Thalkur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
unfurled the National Flag,
inspected the parade, and
took the salute from contin-
gents of Police, Home
Guards, NCC, ITBP, Ut-
tarakhand Police, the grd
India Reserve Battalion Pan-
doh, District Mandi Police,
Traftic Police, Ex-Servi

tion for fully damaged hous-
es had been raised from Rs.
1.3 lakh to Rs. 7 lakh, while
partially damaged houses
would now receive Rs. one
lakh. Houses rendered un-
inbabitable would also be
treated as fully damaged for

compensation purposes.
The Chiel Minister also
outlined the government’s
efforts to expand employ-
ment opportunities, Over
the past two and a half years,
23,191 youth had been given
government jobs, including
5452 teaching posts, Re-
cruitment in the coming
days will include 9,535 ad-
ditional teaching positions,
over 1,300 police person-
s Goo JETs

men League and the Home
Guard Band. The parade,

200 doctors, and 300 pan-
chayat secretaries. In the

commanded by Deputy Su-  private sector, he said, 51425
perintendent of Police  youths had already secured
Umeshwar Rana, was held  employment,
amid heavy rains. Reiterating the govern-
In his address, the Chief — ment's commitment to muake
Mlnrsta-a:pmsm! concern  Himachal Pradesh the coun-
over th ingimpartof  try'sfirst Green r State,
climate change on the state,  Sukhuannounced subsidies
noting that frequent natural — for solar projects, along with
disasters have caused ex- R 61 crore for the scheme.
tensive losses to life and  Healso declared that 2,000
property. Referring to the  permits for e-three-wheders
2neg disaster that resultedin would be issned to unem-
damages worth Rs. 10,000 ploved youth,

crore, he said Himachal
Pradesh had received only
Rs. 1500 crore from the
Centre, that too after two
years, He added that this
vear's calamities, particu-
larly in Mandi district, had
once again left behind a trai
of devastation, while no fi-
nancial assistance had been
provided by the Centre so
far. The state government,
he said, had already dis-
bursed Rs. 360.42 crore
from its own resources to
support affected families.
Announcing addi
measures, Suklu said the
government would release
R 100 crore for disaster re-
lief and launch a Rs. 3,000
crore project focused on dis-
aster mitigation and lveli-
‘hood protection. Paying trib-
ute to the 222 people who
lost their lives in this year's
disasters, along with eight
victims of the Maseran bus
acndem in Sarka‘lghat he

Among the key develop-
ment announcements wis
the decision to shift the Atal
Meddical and Research Uni-
versity from Nerchowk to
Sarkaghat. The Chief Minis-
ter further announced the
construction of a new bus
stand at Sarkaghat, an in-
crease in bed capacity at the
Civil Hospital from 100 to
150, and land allocation for
parking near Shiv Mandir
Sarkaghat.

Sukhu also spoke about
the state's push for border
tourism and his request o
the Centre to open the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra
route through Shipki La. He
congratulated Flight Lieu-
tenant Arshveer Thakur of
Jubbal, Shimla, on being
awarded the Vir Chakra for
his role in Operation Sin-
door, noting that his beavery
had brought pride to the
state, Remembering the swe-
rifices of freedom fighters

stood ﬁrmlv mth every af-
fected family. He highlight-
ed that under the Special
Relief Package, compensa-

und soldiers, he recalled th
the coumtry’s first Param Vir
Chakra was awarded to Hi-
machal’s Major Somnath
Sharma.

were once considered im-

Citing the example of
Kashi Vishwanath Dham
and the grand Ram Temple
in Avodhya, he said that ten
VEATS ago, even imagining
them seemed impossible,
but today they have become
a reality. In Kashi, where
earlier not even 50 devotees
could visit together, now
50,000 devotees can have
darshan at once. In Ayodhya,
the grand Ram Temple is re-
viving the memories of Tre-
ta Yuga. Similarly, a grand
corridor has also been com-

He also mentioned the
ropeway facility in Barsana,
calling it a great relief for the
elderly. He said, “This is the

of 80 projects worth about
Rs 273 crore, and the foun-
dation laying of 38 projects
worth Rs 373 crores.

bcmfunfdewhp!mnt,lhu T'hn:y: projects lm]udt
working ion of F
Torth pa:hs
ty of devotees”. restoration of kumnds facl;
Remembering the pur-  for devotees, connectivity,

pose of Lord Shri Krishna's
incamation, the Chief Min-
ister said he took birth to
safeguard the virtuous and to
destroy evil. He turned the
battlefield into a land of
Dharma. Yogi said, “The in-
spiration of Shri Krishna's
selfless actions gives us
strength. As long as this in-
spiration mnn'msnmmgu&
no one can harm us,”

“The Chief Minister numl

pleted at Vind! that India has i
thaim, years of independence and
The Chief Minister, citing ~ highlighted Prime Minister

the purity and consistent
flow of the Ganga, said that
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Ganga has today
become worthy for bathing
and rituals. He said, “In the
2025 Prayagraj Ma-
haKumbh, 67 crore devo-
tees took the holy dip. Sim-
larly, gine gov-
ernment ks working with full
honesty for the uninterrupt-
ed flow and purity of Yamu-
na,

Marendra Modi's vision of
new resolutions for the cen-
tenary in 2047. Referring to
the recent 24-hour discus-
sion in the UP Assembly, he
said society and government
must work together to make
Uttar Pradesh prosperous
and developed by 2047,

water conservation, and en-
virenmental protection. He
described the bhajans, kir-
tans, and Shri Krishna lilas
organized in the Panchjanyva
Auditorium as part of the de-
votional atmosphere.

‘The Chief Minister praised
the efforts of public repre-
sentatives and saints, whose
eooperation made the ap-
proval of development pro-
posals for the Braj region
possible. He said that gov-
ernment and soclety togeth-
er are committed to pre-
serving and enriching In-
dhia's spiritual and cultural
heritage.

O this the Chief

Avnish Tvagi
Bulandshahr
Farmers in Bulandshahr
district of Uttar Pradesh
are reshaping agriculture
by moving away from tra-
dmnna] erops and adopt-
ovative technigues
inspired by international
practices, Known for its
production of milk,
wheat, sugarcane, and
mAngoes, the district is
now seeing a surge in the
of exotic and

Minister lovingly lifted chil-
dren dressed as Krishna in
his arms, fed them kheer
with his own hands, and
performed  their  an-

CM Yogi inavgurated and
laid the i if
18 development projects
worth Rs 646 crore for
Mathura-Vrindavan. These
included the inauguration

naprashan., liealsu.upp]lcd
tilak on their foret gift-
ed them pear garlands, and
tows as gifts. The Chief Min-
ister’s love brought smiles
and happiness all around.

Congress leader Jalaluddin denied
bail in conversion, explmtatlon case

Akash Jain/
Daudayal Singh
_ Agm
The District Court in Agra
has rejected the bail plea of
Jalaluddin, Congress city
vice-president, who is facing
charges of sexual exploita-
tion and pressuring a
woman for religions con-
version. District Judge San-
Jay Kumar Malik dismissed
his application on Friday.

The case was registered at
Shahganj police station on
the basis of a complaint filed
by a woman. She alleged
that in 2019, following a
dispute with her brothers,
she met Jalaluddin at the
civil court, where he intro-
dueced himselfl as a lawyer
and offered to help. Ac-
cording to her

her to the old Congress office
near the collectorate on the
pretext of arranging medi-
cine and raped her. She
claimed he threatened
defame her and subse-
quently exploited her mul-
tiple times.

The woman further al-

said her own hushand is
differently abled and that
out of fear, she moved with
him to Rajkot, Gujarat, in
March. Despite this, she
claimed Jalaluddin contin-
ued to threaten her and even
filed a false case against her
.ﬂ Ta;garu police station on
of a court.

leged that Jalaluddin, whois
already married, began pres-

he began visiting her and in
September that year, took

suring her to convert reli-
gion and marry him. She

Echo of Captain Shubham
Gupta in the Tiranga Yatra

Akash Jain/
Deaudayal Singh

On the moming of Inde-
pendence Day, the Tiranga
Foundation, with support
from Bharat Vikas Parishacd
Braj Prant, organized the
seventh grand Tiranga Yatra
in Agra. The ssion be-
gan from Amar Hotel Tira-
e on Fatehabad Road and
was flagged off by Union
Mindster of State S, P. Singh
Baghel. Cabinet Minister
Yogendra Upadhyay, Dis-
triet Panchayat President
Manju Bhadauria, MLA Pu-
rushottam Khandelwal, Dr,
. 8. Dharmesh, MLC Vijay
Shivhare, footwear exporter
Puran Dawar, and BJP
leader Pramaod Gupta were
amaong these whe paid trib-
ute to the martyrs.

Founder Bhola Pandit
said the vatra featured the
image of Bharat Mata and

Zero tolerance for Law & Order violations,

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Harvana Chief Minister
Nayah Singh Saini reiterat-
ed the state government's
firm stance of zero tolerance
towards any lapse in law
and order, making it clear
that anyone ing to

saw the participation of
thous. aof two-wheelers
and four-wheders carrying
the nathonal flag, Hund reds
of citizens joined in along the
wily, Taising patriotic slo-
gans, The main attractions
included a tableau dedicat-
ed to martyred Captain
Shubham Gupta of Jewar
and a 121-foot-long tricolor
flag. Throughout the route,
chants of “Captain Shub-
ham Gupta Amar Rahe”
filled the air.

According to patron Ad-
vocate Basant Gupta, the
procession passed through
Amar Hotel, Taj View Tira-
he, Hotel Mughal, Captain
Shubham Gupta Metro Sta-
tion, Basai Police Outpost,
Selfie Point, Taura, Hotel
JP, Kalal Kheria, KNCC, and
culminated at the Shaheed
Captain Shubham Gupta
Memorial in Knankhedaon
Fatehabad Road.

enee or position.
Speaking to reparters at a
press conference in Chandi-
garh, the Chief Minister
said the government’s top
priority is to ensure a safe
and secure environment for
the people. He emphasized
that strict are be-

disrupt peace or create dis-
order will face stern action,
regardless of their influ-

ing taken against drug traf-
fickers andu:g\:d mﬂdmls
toi

Ina related case, the bail
pleas of three other men ac-
cused in a student molesta-

tion and illegal religious
conversion case were also
rejected, Chief Judicial Mag-
istrate dismissed the appli-
cations of Abu Jalech and
Mohammad Ali afias Prvush,
bath among 14 people ar-
rested in connection with a
conversion rmcket exposed in
March.

On March 24, two sisters
from the Sadar area went
missing and were later res-
eued from Kolkata, where
police found them in the
custody of the gang. Tnves-
tigations revealed they had
been lured by a network in-
volved in religious conver-
sions. Earlier, bail petitions
of Abdul Rahman and seven
athers had already been re-
jected. With the latest order,
hail applications of three
more acoused have also been
dismissed.

multi-colored fruits.

Ome of the most signif-
icant changes has been
the large-scale produc-
tion of dragen fruit.
Alongside this, farmers
have begun growing
strawberries, multi-col-
ored watermelon,
muskmelon, and kaki
fruit, with methods influ-
enced by countries such
as Brazil and Taiwan. In
the Syana fruit belt, al-
ready famous for mango
production, villages in-
cluding Isnupur, Kisoula,
Sheikhpur, Gadhwa, and
Barhana are emerging as
hubs for these new crops.

Farmers say dragon
fruit is proving particu-
larly profitable. Unlike
other crops, it requires
less investment and of-
fers higher returns. An-
other advantage is that
traders from Delhi and
MNCR markets now travel
directly to farms to pur-
chase the fruit, eliminat-
ing middlemen and en-
suring farmers eamn better
margins. Pushpendra
Singh, Khan Chand Lod-
hi, and Sharda Devi from
Isnupur, along with
Prince Tyagi from
Kisoula, confirmed that
direct selling to traders
has strengthened their
profits.

Kedarnath Tyagi, one
of Bulandshahr's largest
mango producers and a

A5

Farmers in Bulandshahr
Turning to Exotic Fruits,
Boosting Incomes

Kedarnath Tyagi,
one of Buland-
shahr’s largest
mango producers
and a progressive
farmer, noted that
dragon fruit cultiva-
tion is more reward-
ing compared to
traditional crops. “It
requires lower input
but brings higher re-
turns, which makes
it a better choice for
farmers,” he said.

progressive farmer, noted
that dragon fruit cultiva-
tion is more rewarding
compared to traditional
crops. “It requires lower
input but brings higher
returns, which makes it a
better choice for farm-
ers,” he said.

District Horticulture
Officer Dinesh Kumar
highlighted that the Syana
fruit belt is diversifying
beyond mangoes, with
farmers now engaged in
cultivating dragon fruit,
strawberries, litchi, pa-
paya, and other fruits. He
added that the govern-
ment continues to roll out
schemes to support those
working in herticulture,

Padma Shri awardee
Bharat Bhushan Tyagi,
known for his contribu-
tion to organic farming,
said adopting unique and
innovative farming prac-
tices is key to ensuring fi-
nancial prosperity for
farmers. With confidence,
expellmenlallon, and
growing demand in ur-
ban markets, Buland-
shahr's  farmers are
steadily proving that in-
novation in agriculture
can lead to both sustain-
ability and prosperity.

Director of RGIPT Prof. Harish Hirani urges students
to contribute towards nation bu1ld1ng on I-Day

TSN/ Amethi

The Rajiv Gandk itute of
Petroleum  Technology
(RGIPT), Amethi, marked
the 78th Independence Day
with patriotic fervor and en-
thusiasm. The celebrations
‘began with the flag hoisting
ceremony, followed by an
address by Director Prof.
Harish Hirani, who called
upon students to play a
greater role in nation build-
ing.

Prof. Hirani said that Au-
gust 15, 1047, was a defining
moment in India's history as
it brought not only political
freedom but also a renewed
sense of self-respect and self-
rodiance. He paid tribute to
freedom fighters including
Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji

Chandra Bose, Bha-
gat Singh, Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel, and Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehm, noting their

plaints on the government
paortal if they come across
drug sales in their villages,
localities, or wards. He as-
sured that the identity of in-
formers will be kept confi-
dential.

On the issue of public
health, Saini said the gov-
ernment is committed to
strengthening state-run
facilities so that

sacrifices and vison for an -
dependent India. In his
aptcdn\‘le\m:k:remplu

sizedd the i if youth

PR -
who must transform chal-
lenges in technalogy, energy,
rescarch, and innovation into

in ﬂ!apmxthe country’s fu-
ture, especially as India en-
ters its "Amrit Kaal” with
the goal of beecoming a de-
vl.lupad nation by 2047. He

pportunities to lead gohal-

Ty

}‘Prnf. Hirani urged stu-
dents to dream big, work
with dedication, and align
their education with the de-

ability of -

tional progress rests largely
on the younger generation,

lop of society and the
nation. He highlighted the

need for initiatives in re-

search, startups, indigenous
technology, nergy,
and community service,
while underlining integrity,
transparency, and service as
essential values.

Stressing that nation build-
ing is not soldy the respon-
sihility of the government, he
said every citizen has a role to
play. He described students’
Tnowledge and innovationas
vital for the country's
progress, comparing each
student’s effort to a brick in
the foundation of lndia's fu-
ture.

Concluding his address,
Prof. Hirani acknowledged
the contributions of the
armed forces, scientists,
teachers, farmers, laborers,
and citizens across all walks
of life. He urged students to
pledge their commitment to
uphald the pride of the tri-

color in every endeavar.

miscreants to face stern action: CM Saini

people do not have to de-
pend on private hospitals,
He d that 10 new

claims of “vote theft” as
baseless. He accused the

district hospitals will be in-
augurated soon and that
modern infraslrunum is
being developed in govern-

i party of weak-
cnmg Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's
Constitution, encouraging
unlmphon and dlsruptmg

mcill hospitals  across
Haryana.

Responding to palitical
allegations, the Chief Min-
ister dismissed Congress’s

in
He contrasted this with
Prime Minister Narendra
Muodi's governance, saying
the Prime Minister has shut
all doors to corraption and

launched schemes to em-
power the poor and eco-
nomically weaker sections.

“Today, the poor are
moving forward with confi-
dence and actively con-
tributing to the nation's de-
velopment,” Saini said,
crediting the Centre's wel-
fare initiatives for uplifting
disadvantaged communi-
ties.
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‘Black Day for Democracy’:

Ujjwal Raman Singh Slams EC, UP Govt, and Flood Mismanagement

Interview

[ Dr. Anil Singh: Yesterday,
around 300 opposition MPs
attempted to march to the
Election Commission but were
stopped midway. Do you see
this as just political obstruc-
tion, or a direct assault on the
spirit of democracy?

s tha
Indian  democ
ht of elected M
wysically s topp—dt cm e
g a 12

(=]

[ Dr. Anil Singh: Parliamen-
tary debates on the Election
G gt Y

han
multis]e times since 1061
Why do you think the govern-
ment is now so reluctant, and
what message does that send?

1I sends
18 I that th -

. 84 Dr. Anil Singh: The Election
15 with

S PORTS

data and videos, and is instead
demanding affidavits from
MPs. Is this bureaucracy gone
rogue, or political capture?

Wi Raman
s first duty 1s

Singh
to protect

. with faresight, by it
your |q pFn'\lF into the demo
cratic ,,lor I.;we g the

nllF..hl.r
is hiding behi

[#1 Dr. Anil Singh: After being
blocked from the EC, what's
your next move — courtroom
battle or street battle?

and marginalized — ¥
in states like Bihar and Uttar

1 Dr. Anil Singh: Rahul Gand-
hi's presentation on voter list
discrepancies was hard-hit-
ting. Do you believe this is a
turning point in public trust?

#1Dr. Anil Singh: In Allahabad,
a shrine and mosque were at-
tacked, flags heisted, and the
administration watched. What
does this say about law and or-
der in UP?

J The Su-

order
them rig

5t
ness; t, ]’)r.ullr r.‘]If enabled

¥ Dr. Anil Singh: Do you think
this pelarization is a deliber-
ate substitute for real gover-
nance?

you'll see desp;
of fixing these, th u foc uf, on
steking cor | fires

# Dr. Anil Singh: Prayagraj
was hit hard by lluods this
H was

#1 Dr. Anil Singh: Is this just
negligence, or systemic rot?

Ujjwal Raman SinghJ|

Negligence because

Dr. Anil Singh: With just
ays left in the Monsoon Ses-
sion, what's the opposition’s
plan?

v want
h to pass bills w

ot efficiency,
mocratic malpractice.

scrutin

Dr. Anil Singh: Does this

ill-passing without debate
threaten
vance?

Parliament’s rele-

Raman Sm It hol-

ow
the govemmenl?

dam-

ved, home
and the government

Crops de
aged

&1 Dr. Anil Singh: The EC pro-
test showed rare opposition

unity. Can it last?

|mt9d now.
irregulari-

" e TE
As mere voter list

&1 Dr. Anil Singh: You've ac-
cused the government of win-
ning through "vote theft.” How
far do these allegations go?

Far
’ 35

¥ Dr. Anil Singh: In rural In-
dia, people say their votes
don’t count. How do you re-
store that trust?

and secure,

&1 Dr. Anil Singh: Final word
to your constituents and to In-
dia?

racy 1s not Jus td 5

hi []anr

Dr. Anil Singh: Thanks a lot,

Singh Sahib, for giving this

interview, and my thanks also

to Mr. Mahesh Mishra ji for co-
4 :

this

Bethell hoping to
emulate Stokes
in first England
captaincy

Tijjani Reijnders says joining Manchester
City was a “pretty easy choice”

Nathan Ellis explains
challenge of containing
CSK teammate Brevis

assignment

= etherlands i
against Ireland |'\|f|ehle* i

is set to become the
youngest captain for
an international match
in England’s histor
looking to channel
skipper Ben Stok
mentality of leading a
side ahead. of his first
assignment in Dublin,
Ireland, scheduled to
begin on September 17.

The 21-year-old will
take over the captain-
cy duties from desig-
nated skipper Harry
Brook for the three
Ta2ols against Ireland.
Bethell, who surpassed
Monty Bowden's record
of leading the Three Li-
ons at the age of 23, has
just 29 international
appearances under his
belt,

Agency

London

mid-

Refjnders re-
vealed the reason why
he joined the Premier
League club Manchester
City ahead of the zo25-
26 football season.

Speaking  on  Jio-
Hotstar, why he chose
Manchester  City, the
26-vear-old player said,
“It's one of the biggest
clubs in the world, so in
the end, it was a pretty
easy choice. Playing in
the Premier T.exp.ue and

r trophies
Y is what at-
tracts me the most.”

Manchester City will
open  the g 1
League <
on Sun as thfw will
take on Wulse;hamplﬂn
Wanderers (Wolves) at
Molineux  Stadium  in
Waolverhampton.

Expressing  his  ex-
citement ahead of his

Premier League debut,
the footballer said, "T'm
really looking forward to
the Premier League. I'm
excited to play in what 1
think is the highest level

of competition in football.
I can’t wait.

Earlier this June, Rei-
jnders signed a five-year
deal with the Manches-
ter City side. He joined

the club after his stint
with AC Milan, where
he managed to score 15
goals in 54 games in the
2024/25 season. He was
also named Serie A's best

midfielder in that season.
Sharing his thoughts
on the signing, the play-
er said, “1 am ecstatic to
be signing for Manches-
ter City. City are one
of the biggest teams in
the world, with the best
coach, world-class play-
ers .md outstanding fa
;. Under Pep Guar-
have won so
many titles, and 1 want
to help keep that going
with a lot more success
in the coming yea
“It is also a dream
come true to play in the
Premier League. This
league has seen many
of the best Dutch play-
ers perform through the
years, and it's an inspi-
ration to follow in their
footsteps, 1 am really
looking forward to get-
ting going, mettlm, the
other playe:
ing the Manchester City
fans what 1 can do,” he
added.

Belligerent Dewald Brevis breaks his record with stellar show against Australia

Cairns

Young batting sensation,
Dewald Brevis, went bal-
listic and blazed his way
to the fastest fi

for South Africa aga
Australia during the se-
ries decider third Tzol
at Cazaly's Stadium on

Saturday.

Brevis  directed &
Tzol spectacle vet agai
with his rollic

against the Baggy

Greens in Cairns. He

of shots from his r |.w|'-
luux s mmg onee again

celebr ed his _half-cen-
tury in just 22 deliveries,
the fastest in the format
for South Africa.

The z2o-year-old bet-
tered his all record
that he scripted during
the second Tzol in Dar-

lier this v
his  succe:

win e

Before

ve

fiery displays, former
Proteas star JP Duminy

held the record for 16
vears following his 31-

ball exploits in Mel-
bourne in 2009,

With his  scintillat-
ing efforts, Brevis also

breached the milestone
of the quickest fifty
against Australia in Aus-
tralia, bettering Ravi
Bopara's 23-ball effort
in Hobart in 2014. With
Brevis on the crease, a
score in the vicinity of
200 appeared possible,

but he perished against
Nathan Ellis in the 12th
over, which seve
hindered South A
Progress,

Brevis

didn't  w

much time flaunting h
boundary-hitting mus-
cle. He cut the ball hard
to find his first bounda-
he

length ttel-wn for a
maximum courtesy of a
thick top edge.

5
Australia'’s crafty quick
Nathan Ellis explained
that the dominance
that he has been able
to maintain over the ex-
plosive Dewald Brevis
in the three-match Tzol
series against South Af-
rica hasn't been all sun-
shine and roses

During the serie
ciding third Tz2ol, Brevis,
once o ., tormented
the Australian bowling
unit, apart from Ellis. He
decimated Aaron Hardie
and Josh Hazlewood but
faltered for the second
time against Ellis,

In twe innings, Brevis
has faced f\'t deliveries

1lost
After
the end of the first in-
nings, Ellis revealed that
kpmuhm, time with the
ear-old at Chennai
Super Kings during the
18th season of the cash-
rich league made him
aware of his talent and
the threat that he can
pose.
‘ve had a little bit of
time with Erev in the
IPL with Chennai. Know
the talent that he has,
and the rest of the side
ot to that a couple
of nights ago. We knew
it was a big wick
the back of him;
big moment. Very ]mrd
to eontain, 1 feel like
he's {:urnim,: leaping and
bounding, he seems a lot
more confident than the
last time we met," Ellis

Tzol,

said while
Fox Sports.

Just like the second
‘Baby AB" went
ballistic and broke his
record of the fastest

peaking to

Tzol fifty for the Proteas

against  Australia. He
flaunted a wide variety
of shots from his rep-
ertoire, With a barrage
of towering maximums,
Brevis  celebrated his
half-century in just 22
deliveries, the fastest in
the format for South Af-
rica.

The 22-year-cld bet-
tered his 25-ball record
that he scripted during
the second Tzol in Dar-
win earlier this week.
Before  his
fiery  display
Proteas star JP Duminy
held the record for 16
vears following his 31-

all exploits in Mel-
bourne in 2o00. With
his scintillating efforts,
Brevis also breached the
milestone of the quick-
est fifty against Australia
in Austr bettering
Ravi Bopara's 23-ball ef-




Foreign
Secretary
Misri to visit
Nepal on
Sunday

Kathmandu:

India’s Foreign Secretary

fikram Misri will arrive in
Kathmandu on Sunday on
a two day official visit to
Wepal 1o discuss connec-
tivity, development coop-
eration and other matters
of mutual interest, it was
announoed on Satarday.

The forcign ary of
Inelia, who s visiting Nepal
atthe |n\|1<!mnol‘hur~.-I»
alese counterpart  Amrit
Bahadur Rai, is scheduled
to call on high-level dig-
ries in the Himalavan
ion.

“During Misri's visit, the
two foreign secretaries will
hold discussions on_ vari-
ous aspects of Nepal-India
ship, with focus on
ty, development
eooperation  and  other
matters of mutial inter-
est,” Nepals Mindsty of
Foreign Affairs sabd in a
shatement.

Misri will leave Kath-
mandu on Angust 18 after
wrapping up his visit.

In New Delhi, the Min
istry of External Affairs
(MEA) said India attaches
high priority to its rela-
tions with Nepal under its
Neighbourhood First pol-
iey.

“The: forcign seerelany’s
upeoiming visit continues
the tradition of regular
high-level exchanges be-
tween the two couniries
and will be an opportunity
to further advance our bi-
Lateral ties,” the MEA sid.

People familiar with the
matter said the main focus
nE Msns engagements
A will be on

I TOP STORY, De1h1, Sunpay 17, /
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Military airstrike on gem mining

A:,nmar.r. military
n the town of

Mogok, the centre of the
Southeast Asian coun-
try's lnerative gem-min-
ing industry, has killed
at least 21 people includ-
ing a pregnant woman,
an armed  opposition
group, loeal residents
and Myanmar's online
media said Saturday.
The ineident was the
latest in a series of fre-
quent and deadly mil-

itary  airstrikes, often
causing civilian casual-
ties, that have intensi-

fied in a bid to reclaim
territory from resistance
groups amid the ongoing
clvil war that erupted af-
ter the army seized pow-
er in February 2021.
The ek oceurred
Thursday at 8:30 pm in
Shwegn ward in Mog-
ok township, about
115 kilometres north-
east of Mandalay, the

country's second-larg-
est city, said Lway Yay
Do, ]

tional
(TNLA).

Myanmar airstrike on gem mining town kills 21

The TNLA is one of
the powerful ethnic mi-
litias fighting against
the army near the Chi-
nese border.

“About 21 civilians
wel killed.  Seven
others were injured.

Homes and  Buddhist

monastery  buildings

were also damaged,”

Lway Yay Oo said.
h

seized in Iul\ 2024 by

the TNLA, a member
of an alliance of mhnir
militias that seized s
large swath of Iernton
in northeastern Myan-
mar in an offensive that
began in late 2023.
The group's state-

town kills at least 21 in Myanmar

— e
The attack occurred
Thursday at 8:30 pm in
Shwegu ward in Mog-
ok township, about
115 kil north-

| Fire at Russian industrial
plant kills 11 injures 130

authorities

east of Mandalay, the
country's second-larg-
est city, said Lway Yay
0o, a spokesperson
for the the Ta'ang Na-

tional Liberation Army
|TNLAI‘ I

ment released
night on its Telegram
social media channel
said 16 women were
among  the i
killed in the airstrike
that appeared to target
a Budchist monastery
in  Mogok's Shwege
ward.

It said 15 houses were
also damaged when a
jet fighter dropped a
bomb.

Two Mogok fents
told The Associated
Press on Saturday that
the death toll had risen
to nearly 30, though the
exact easualties could
not be independently
confirmed.

| cow, officials said.

A fire at an industrial
plant in Russia’s Ryazan
region on Friday killed
11 people and injured
130, Russian officials
said Saturday.

e blaze broke out
Friday at the Elastik
plant in the Shilovsky
District, around 250
kilometres southeast of
Moscow.

Emergency crews oon-
tinued to search through
debris into the week-
end, and two additional

ies were recovered
overnight, the Russian
Emergencies  Ministry
said.

According to the Rus-
sian state news agency
RIA Novosti, a gunpow-
der workshop at the
facility caught fire and
Ir| ered the blast.,

the injured, re-
mmne(l ho:splt'dl.sed on
Saturday — 13 in Ryazan
and 16 transported to
medieal ce in Maos-

said three puuplt were
der the

clared a day of mourning
in the Ryazan region on

will be low-
ered across the region.
Cultural institutions,
television  and  radio
eompanies and organi-
sations have been asked
to cancel entertainment
events,” Ryazan Gover-
nor Pavel Malkov said
in a statement on Tele-
gram.

It was the second
deadly explosion at the
Elastik plant in less
than four years. In Oc-
tober , aceording to
the Russian state news
agency Interfax, 17 peo-
ple were killed in a blast
at a workshop operated
I exple manufac-
turer Razryad.

China hands over third Hangor-class submarine to Pakistan

Be ¢
China has delivered the
third of the eight new

“advanced” Hangor-class

submarines o Pakistan

as part of Be

forts to upg Tslam-

abad’s naval strength

to support its growing
the I

pnparmg the ground for
Nepal Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli's tri

BUS]NESS

dian

Ocean, India’s bacl
The launching -
emony of the third
Hangor-class submarine
was held in Wuhan, Cen-

ince, on Thursdav, the
state-run Global Times

I China's Hubei prov-

reported on Saturday,
The second of the
eight submarines Chi-

na is hull(l'ng for Pah-

This is in addition
to four modern naval
frigates that China sup-
]m:] o Pakistan in the
5 part of
its efforis to boost Pa-
kistan’s naval s
1|‘m|l the Chi

is de\-‘t-]npm%, the Gwa-
dar port in Balochistan,

as well as in the Indian
Oxean,

Speaking at the launch
of the third submarine,
Pakistan’s Deputy i
of Naval Stafl Proj
Vice  Admiral -\]Jdu]
Samad said the Hangor-
class submarine’s ecut-
Aponry and

e u:nla] in sus-
ng regional power
equilibrium and ensur-
ing maritime stability,

the daily quoted a Paki-
stan defence statement
as savin,

According to a recent
report by the Stockholm
Intern. al Peace Re-
search Institute (SIPRI),
China supplied over 81
per cent of Pakistan’s
military hardware,
of Pakistan's key
n the past five
include the coun-
try's first spyv ship, the
Rizwan; more than 600

VT-4 hattle t
36 J-10CE  4.5-genera-
tion fighters, according
to the SIPRI database.
China  supplied the
I'lrl.{ d(li\'t:r}' of mul-

countries. Pakista
these fighter jets in the
recent conflict with In-

dia.

GST Revamp: New
Tax Rates & Impact

The ¢
has pmpmad JI!F-I h.n
tax rates of 5 per cent
and 18 per cent in the
revamped Goods  and
Services Tax (GST), sla
ed to replace the cur
indirect tax re
Diwali this
placed sources said

While the pl’!‘ﬁf‘“ll\-
nil or zero per cent GST
tax is charged on essen-
tial food items, 5 per
cent is charged on daily
use items, 12 per eent
on standard goods, 18
per cent electronics and
services and 28 per cent
on luxury and sin goods,
the revamped GST re-
gime will have two slabs
plus a special rate of 40
per cent for luxury and
sin goods, they said.

n the revamped
structure is  approved
by the GST Council, g9
per cent of items in the
current 12 per cent slab
will move to the 5 per
cent bracket. bmu]arh
almost go per cent of
goods and services that
are currently charged at
28 per cent would shift
toan [“p&‘l' cent tax rate.

The special rate of 40
per cent would be lev-
1ed only on seven items,

sources  said, adding

total incidence of taxa-
tion would continue at
the current 88 per cent.

The revamped GST
is expected to give a big
boost 1o consumption,

offsetting  the revenue
loss that may oeeur from
the rate revision, they
said.

Under the present
GST  structure,  which
came into being after
central and state levi
were subsumed begi

July 1, 2m7, the
|%ﬁ|‘el 65 per cent 1ax
collections é:ppm from
the 18 per cent levy. The
top tax bracket of 28
per cent on luxury and
sin goods contributes 11
per cent of the revenue,
while the 12 per cent
slab accounts for just 5
per cent of the revenue

The lowest 5 per ce
levy on essential d
ly-use items contrib-
utes 7 per cent of the
total GST kitty.

High labour-i
sive and ex
ented sectors [;?L'n:

C
di-
amonds and precious
stones would eontinue
to be taxed as per the
existing rates.

GST Reforms: Registration,
Refund & Return Changes

New Dethi:

Centre has pro-
posed ‘next gener-
ation” GST reforms

in registration, refund
and return processes as it
looks o ease the compli-
anee burden for GST-reg-

m\‘md n\pawm ;
or the proposa
‘{hau'\ with a panel of

state ministers, the Cen-
tre is looking at bringing
down the time taken to
grant GST registration to
3 days for the majority of

GST ﬂp[{ll(“ll'll'- and also
fast-track issuance of re-
funds for exporters and
those with an inverted
duty structure.

The proposal, which
will be taken up in the
next GST Council meet-
ing, likely in & ‘iq:;tvmbe
entails that a

GET reforms: Key change:

ton PrOCess, especially
for small and

majority or about 8o per
r\nJI of refunds will ITN
processed as soon as the
application is filed.

Although there would
+ time lag, refunds
processed fast-
er, & government source
said.

The Centre has also
proposed to the Council
a tme-bound registra-

startups.  Registration
o almost g5 per cent of

the applicants would he
granted based on “risk
metries”, and it
on the mechanis

“green channel”,

With regand to returns,
the Council has proposed
implementing  pre-filled
returns,  thus  reducing
manual intervention and

n registration, refund & returns

eliminating mismatehes.

ising Centre and
finance ministers,

state
in December 2024, had
given its in-principle nod

PRECS

to segregate  busi
into three categoric
New/small  businesses,
Deemed Trusted Busi-
nesses,  amnd  Emerging
Businesses — for the pur-

pose of GST registration.
It had also given its
||| p| inciple approval to 2
to provide GST
nﬂgl:ﬂmllon to small or
new businesses  within
three days, if they wish
o pass on only a limited
input tax credit or no ITC.
As per the proposal,

‘deemed trusted” husi-
nesses,  which  include
ublic or units, or

usinesses,  which

high GST in cash or pay 2
high income tax, may be
considered “low risk and
granted xilnfaliﬁpd reg-
istration without  biom-
etric-based Aadhaar au-
thentication and JI:)saml
verification.  Sue
nesses will also be el
1o pass on unlimi
The category of 'E: g-
ing Businesses will be
those who m-Jl lupau orl
ITC,

Rabi Crop
Boost: Agri
Scientists
Visit Farms

New Delhi
Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Friday said agricul-
tural seientists will visit
farm fields between Oc-
tober 3 and 18 to ensure
a good rabi (winter) crop
this vear while reiter-
aling the government’s
commitment Lo protect-
ing farmers’ interests,

. Speaking during an
n - with farm-

Jimit, but do nn! fall un-
der the ‘deemed trusted
business’ eategory. As
the proposal of the law
committee, such busi-
nesses may face a more
E!ring& nt  registration
s, including ap-
p|l(‘<lIJOII fees, security
deposits, and physical
verification.

The Law Committee
proposed a simplified
registration  for “new/
small businesses” that
do not wish to pass on
ITC or wish to pass on
a limited ITC. For such
businesses, registration
v be granted within 3
working days without bi-
ometrie-based Aadhaar
authentication and
physical verification.

FASTag Annual Pass: __Rs 3000 for Private Vehicles

State-owned N
implemented the F
annual ACTOSS
the country from Friday
to encourage the use of
technology to enhance
‘ease of living' for the
citizens, according to an
official statement.

The statement said the
annual pass has received
an  overwhelming  re-

mse from the national
highway users.
“Till 4:30 PM on the
i f the imple-
around 1.2

menlation,

lakh users purchased
and activated the annu-

al pass and about 1.24

lakh transactions were

recorded on toll plazas,
itadded.

e
“Till 4:30 PM on the
first day of the imple-
mentation, around 1.2
Nlakh users purchased
and activated the an-
nual pass and about
1.24 lakh transactions
were recorded on toll
lazas,” it added.

The statement  said
that providing a seam-
less  and  economical
travel option to nation-
al highway users, the
FASTag Annual Pass

eliminates the need to
frequently recharge
FASTag through a one-
time fee payment of Rs
4,000 for one year’s va-
lidity or zoo oll plaza
crossings on  National
Highways and Express-
WAVS ACTOSS the country.

The annual pass is ap-
plicable to all non-eom-
mercial vehicles with a
valid FASTag and gels
activated  within  two
hours of the one-time
fee payment through the
Rajmargyalra App or
NHAI website.

With a penetration
rate of around g8 per
cent and over 8 crore
users, FASTag has rev-
olutionised the Elee-
tronie  Toll Collection
system in the eountry,
the statement said.

The introduction of
the annual pass facility
will not only enhanee
the FASTag user expe-

rience but also make
journeys on the Na-
tional Highways and

Expressways more eco-
nomical and seamless,
it added.

ers, who were special
guests for Independ-
ence Day celebrations
here, Chouhan empha-
sised that safeguarding
the interests of farmers,
dairy farmers, and fish-
ermen remains the gov-
ernment’s lop priority,
according to an official
statement.

The minister stressed
that government initi-
atives should translate
into tangible henefits for
peaple rather than re-
main confined to files,

“The government
work should be visible

Tlle dialogue session
was also attended by
Union Ministers of State
for Agriculture Ramnath
Thakur and Bhagirath

Chaudhary, Agricul-
ture Secretary Devesh
Chaturvedi, Director

General of [ICAR ML.Jat,
and other senior offi-
cials.
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TOP-
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Vivek Agnihotri
on why 'The
Bengal Files'
trailer launch
was cancelled

ilmmaker Vivek
Ranjan Agnihotri
opened up on the
cancellation of the
trailer launch event of “The
Bengal Files' by a leading
muovie theatre chain and why
he decided to unveil the
trailer tc)d. Aup.u-ﬂ 16.

aays
pahucha kyunki trailer
Taunch tha and movie trai

ers are generally launched in
theatres; however, when 1
reached the airport, I came
to know that one of the
largest mnunplr_\ ‘.ham.l. said

pressure and if they do it
there will be a political tue-
moil. So we 5
other multiplex, they also
said that 'sorry sir', there is
alot of political pressure, we
can't do it ifwe had known
this from the start, why
would we have ta
many teams and actors and

11 0N 50

spent so much money to
come he

The film explores the
communal violence in un-
divided Bengal during the
19405, including events like
1946 Direct Action Day and
the Noalkhali riots of 1946, a
Hindu genocid,

He added, "/
tion Day,.. Hindu genocide,
Murshidabad riots suki film
ka trailer kahan launch homa
chahiye, Kolkata mein hi
hona chahiye..par mai bhi
harne vaalon se nahi hu_to
aisa pehli haar ho raha hai
z ik film ka
trailer theatre ki jagah hotel
e banquet hall mein,

ur Direct Ac-

Washington

clors Anna 15
and Regina Hall
will return  as

“indy and Brenda
for the next instalment of
the 'Scary Movie' franchise,
reported Variety.

Actor Marlon Wayans con-

firmed the news
his Instegram, sharing a pho-
to of the duo from the first
film.

"We can't wait to bring
Brenda and Cindy badk to life
and be reunited with our
great friends Keenen, Shawn
and Marlon -- three men
for (in Bren-

1 post on

TOP STORY, Divte, Sunpay 17 AuGust 2025

Anna Faris, Regina

with Rick Alvarez. The exec-

ain)," Faris and  utive producers are Jonathan
Hall saidina about  Glickman, Alexandra Loewy,
their return, according to Va-  and Thomas Zadra.

riety.

The Wayans Brothers' re-
boot will hit theatres on June
12, 2026, The brothers are re-
united for the first time in 18

years to write an original
script for the homror parody
franchise's reboot, which they
will co-write and produce

Pallavi Joshi alleges 'The
Bengal Files' trailer launch
not allowed in Kolkata

Kaolkata
fter a ruckus
erupted during the

The

release of

engal Files" trail-

ﬂun;,dui |u|I Im]\p‘ neven in
Kashmir.”

She said, " T absolutely did
not like the way my film
{trailer) was stopped. 1s there
freedom of expression in this
state? As filmmakers and ac-
tors, weare not able to screen
what we have made. What is
the threat they are feeling?
Such a thing did not happen
even in Kashmir, Can we de-
nive that the situation in
Kashmir is better than in
Bengal? See what is happen-
ing in Bengal today. And this
is why films like The Bengal
Files' are impaortant. [ want
every person in India to
watch this film to know the

truth about Bengal. It is the
state’s responsibility to give
respect to artist

‘Seaty Movie' was released
in 2000 and became a box of-
fice hit, making over USD
278 million worldwide. It
was known for poking fun at
popular horror films like
Scream, The Blair Witch Proj-
ect, and I Know What You
Did Last Summer. The

"It is very sad..."

Hall to return for

maovie's cast included Shawn
and Marlon Wayans, Anna
Faris, Carmen Electra, Shan-
non Elizabeth, and Dave
Sheridan, as per the cm!]u

Keenen ]\on Wa

two films,
and Shawn Way
and starred in the first two
films. This will be the sixth
film in the franchise.
Miramax is the studio be

hich Para-
s releasing
ry Movie' is

hind the serie:
mount Pictu
worldwide. 'Sc
part of Parnmount’s first look
deal with Miramax

* Marlon

dled the business of
Movie, T eould write a "Scary
Movie' aboat it. We probably
should have sued,” reported
Variety.

Sohail

Khan on Kishtwar
cloudburst tragedy

Mumbai
olhwood actor So-
hail Khan ex-
pressed grief over
the devas
cloudburst in C|

war Kishtwar.
A ma on

beautiful place; we all call it
paradize, vet u:m;th'mh or

there. Ye Rhu ish hai..dua

i sabse ki us jagah ki bha-
layi maange...(I urge people
to pray for J&K..)"

Union Minister Jitendra

Thursday triggered a flash
flood in the Chashoti area of
Kishtwar, Jammu and Kash-
mir, along the route of the
Machail Mata Yatra, which

Singh visited the clowdb
affected areas in Chesoti of
Jammn and Kashmir's Kisht-
war district, late on Friday
EVening.

Speaking to ANI, Singh

led to multiple 1t

said, "The government im-

are in full
swing in the srea, and the vie-
tims of the tragedy are being
treated in the District Hos-
pitals.

While speaking to the me-
dia, Sohail sad, "Dekho ye to
nature ki baat hai and it is
very sad. Whenever we think
about JEK, it feels really
sacl..I went there as a child,
a long time ago. It's such a

Hately took isance
of it..PM Modi personally
took cognisance of it and
monitored it. After that, the
equipment was brought here
owvernight by vehicles. CRPF
came here overnight with
equipment. Air Force, Indi-
an Army, DG Police, Jammu-
Kashmir Police, and today
BRO's services have been
utilised because they have

machines to clear debris
from the roads

He added, "52 bodies have
been recovered, of which

four bodies have not been
identified, while the rest have
been identified. Seriously in-
jured patients have been re-
ferred outside, with about
52 patients admitted to Jam-
mu Medical College, and
those who are more critical
will he referved outsid -
forts are ongoing, There is no
shortage from the govern-
ment’s side. Work is in
progress.”

According to sources, the
Indian Air Force will partic-
ipate in relief and rescue op-
erations, with two Mi-17hel-
icopters and one Advanced
Light Helicopter on standby
at Jammu and Udhampur.
Operations will commence
onee weather conditions im-
prove.

'General Hospital'
actor Tristan Rogers
passes away at 79

Vashington
ristan Rogers,
who was  best
known for play-
ing the role of
Robert Scorpio on the day-
time soap opera 'General
Hospital', has passed
away, his manager con-
firmed to ABC 7. F
79, reported E! New
Meryl Soodak shared
that Rogers's cause of
death was a battle with
lung cancer, despite hav-
ing not been a smoker.
“He loved being Scor-
pio and he created that
role from nothing,"
Soodak shared with the
outlet. "He was supposed
to work a day and he end-
ed np making it into some-
thing huge. He was just a
genuinely loyal, kind hu-
man being and he loved
his family.”
The news comes less
than a month after the
Australian star revealed

wils

his lung cancer diagnosis,
which coincided with his
final appearance on Gen-
eral Hospital, as per the
outlet.

“"While he remains
hopeful and is working
closely with his medical
team on a treatment plan,
this is a challenging lum
for Tristan and his family,
a July statement from his
rep read. "As they face
both the emotional and
physical burdens that
come with this diagnosis,
Iy kindly asks for
and understand-

They added that Rogers,
who starred on General
Hospital from 1980 to
1992, but made recurring
appearances  through
2025, was grateful to his
fans, saying he "wants
them to know how much
he appreciates their loyal-
ty and encouragement
over the years."

Rajkummar Rao celebrates

drop 'Thama' update

Mumbai

Rajlum-
m ar
R ao
n d

ing lsfansfertheir

Shraddha Kapoor starrer
“Stree 2" completed one year
of its theatrical opening on
Friday. It was released on
August 15 last year and the
film was a big success.
Celebrating the
one-year an-

Rao
got
nos-
talgic
as he
shared
4 heart-
warming
post on In-
stagram,

“This day, last

vear, the lights dimmed,
the screen lit up... and his-
tory was created. 1 year to
the most loved Hindi film
#5tree2,” the actor wrote,
further thanking his fans for
their endless love and sup-
port.

Along with a special char-
acter touch to the post, he
also teased his return in
“Stree 3.’

"Bahut jaldi milenge
Stree 3 ke sath. Bickyyyyy
Pleajjjjii," Rajkummar
quipped.

The actor also shared a
viden, which inchided some
of his most memorable
scenes from the film,

The second "Stree” inst:
ment brought back audi-

ences to the chaotic Chan-
deri, where people faced a
new threat from the head-
less villain, "Sarkata." To
defeat the monsters, Ra
jkummar Rao's Vicky re-
unites with Bittu [Apar-
shakti Khurana), Jana (Ab-
hishek Banerjee), Rudra
(Pankaj Tripathi), and, of

course, the mysterious

Shraddha Kapoor,
The film is currently
Amazon

streaming on
Prime Video Indi
As 'Stree 2" h
fully completed a yes
release, the makers have
also dropped an update on
Thama,' the upcoming film
from the Maddock Horror-
Comedy Universe,




