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EIET® Trump threatens Apple with 25%
tariff if iPhones are made in India

B Trump'’s social media threats show his power to disrupt the global economy, but his tariffs haven’t yet
delivered the trade deals or manufacturing revival he promised.

Delhi Police Com-
missioner Sanjay
Arora launches

upgraded ZIPNET
website

Maharishi
Kashyap's legacy
will continue to
inspire humanity:
CM Saini
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Indja will next month

Washington

resident  Donald
Trump on Friday
threatened a 50%

tax on all imports from
the FEuropean Union
as well a 25% tariff on
Apple products unless
iPhones are made in
America.

The threats, delivered
over social media, reflect
Trump’s ability to dis-
rupt the global economy
with a burst of typing as
well as the reality that
his tariffs have yet to
produce the trade deals
he is seeking or the re-
turn of domestic manu-
facturing he has prom-
ised voters.

The Republican pres-
ident said he wants to
charge higher import
taxes on goods from
the EU, a long-standing
US ally, than from Chi-
na, a geopolitical rival
that had its tariffs cut
to 30% this month so
Washington and Beijing
could hold negotiations.
Trump was upset by the
lack of progress in trade
talks with the EU, which
has proposed mutual-
ly cutting tariffs to zero
even as the president
has publiely insisted on

preserving a baseline
10% tax on most imports.

“Our discussions with
them are going no-
where!” Trump posted
on Truth Social. “There-
fore, T am recommend-
ing a straight 50% Tariff
on the European Union,
starting on June 1, 2025.
There is no Tariff if the
product is built or man-
ufactured in the United
States.”

That post had been
preceded by a threat
of import taxes against
Apple for its plans to
continue making its iP-

After IMF India to
oppose World Bank’s
$20 bn loan to Pak

New Dethi

oppose the World

Bank funding to Paki-
stan, just as it had done
in the case of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund,
arguing that Islamabad
had used such funds in
the past to procure arms
and ammunition, a gov-
ernment source said.

Multilateral agencies’
funding to developing
countries are meant for
poverty alleviation and
development goals, but
Pakistan’s track record
has been to misuse them
for military purposes,
the source said.

World Bank is likely
to review next month
its $20 billion lending
to Pakistan under the
Country Partnership
Framework agreed in
January this year.

The funds to cash-
starved Pakistan were
for areas, including
clean energy and climate
resilience for a period of
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Hirnna.:
the ten years beginning
2026.

“We will oppose the
upcoming World Bank
funding to Pakistan,”
the source said.

India had lobbied with
IMF Chief Kristalina
Georgiev and ministers
of IMF board mem-
ber nations against the
agency extending a USD
2.3 billion assistance to
cash-strapped Pakistan
earlier this month.

New Delhi present-
ed proofs ranging from
presence of senior Paki-
stani military officials at
the funeral of designat-
ed terrorists to data that

CONTD ON PAGE-2

hone in Asia. Apple now
joins Amazon, Walmart
and other major U.S.
companies in the White

House’s crosshairs as
they try to respond to
the uncertainty and in-
flationary pressures un-
leashed by his tariffs.

“I have long ago in-
formed Tim Cook of Ap-
ple that I expect their iP-
hone’s that will be sold
in the United States of
America will be manu-
factured and built in the
United States, not India,
oranyplace else,” Trump
wrote. “If that is not the

case, a Tariff of at least
25% must be paid by Ap-
ple to the U.S.”

In response to
Trump's tariffs on Chi-
na, Apple CEO Tim
Cook said earlier this
month that most iP-
hones sold in the US
during the current fis-
cal quarter would come
from India, with iPads
and other devices be-
ing imported from Vi-
etnam. After Trump
rolled out tariffs in
April, bank analysts es-
timated that a $1,200
iPhone would, if made

in America, jump in
price anywhere from
$1,500 to $3,500.

Stock futures sold off
after Trump’s postings,
with the S&P 500 index
futures down roughly
1.3%. The markets have
developed a hair-trig-
ger se‘nsitf\'ity to the US

s

IndiGo crew sought
to enter Pak airspace,
confirms DGCA

often slumping when he
announces high tariffs
and rallying when he re-
treats from those threats.
The core of Trump’s
argument against the
EU is that America runs
a “totally unacceptable”
trade deficit with the 27
member states. Coun-
tries run trade deficits
when they import more
goods than they export.
From the vantage
point of the EU’s execu-
tive commission, trade
with the US is roughly
in balance if both goods
and services are includ-
ed. As a global centre
for finance and tech-
nology, the US runs a
trade surplus in servic-
es with LEurope. That
offsets some of the trade
gap in goods and puts
the imbalance at 48 bil-
lion euros ($54 billion).
CONTD ON PAGE-2

New Delhi

viation watchdog
DGCA on Friday
aid the crew of

the IndiGo flight from
the national capital to
Srinagar on Wednesday
had sought permission
to enter Pakistan air-
space to avoid turbu-
lence but the request
was rejected.

In a detailed state-
ment about the incident,
the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said there was no injury
to any passengers who
were on the flight and
that the aireraft’s “nose
radome” was damaged.

The incident of the air-
craft encountering tur-
bulence is being probed
by the DGCA.

On Wednesday, Indi-
Go's A321 neo aircraft
operating flight 6E 2142
encountered hailstorm
and severe turbulence

Op Sindoor exposed Pakistan’s
terror sponsorship: Amit Shah

New Delhi

e Operation Sin-
door undertak-
en by the Indian

armed forces in retali-
ation for the Pahalgam
terror attack has “com-
pletely exposed” the fact
that terrorism in India is
sponsored by Pakistan,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Fri-
day.

Shah also said that the
operation showed the
“firm” political will of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the “precise”
intelligence inputs from
agencies, and the “lethal”
capabilities of the armed
forces.

India hit as deep as
‘100-km’ inside Pakistan
after they dared to target
a few Indian civilian and
military setups follow-
ing Operation Sindoor
(on May 7), when nine
terrorist camps were
decimated, he said.

Shah made the re-
marks while delivering

India pushes to get Pakistan
back in FATF ‘grey list’

New Delhi

ndia will highlight

Pakistan’s persistent

support for terror-
ism and its funnelling
of multilateral funds for
arms procurement to
build a strong case for
reinstating Islamabad
on the global money
laundering and terror
financing  watchdog's
‘grey list’, and block
funding from the World
Bank.

On April 22, Paki-
stan-trained  terrorists
killed 26 people in Pa-
halgam, Kashmir. India
has consistently held
that Pakistan has given
safe haven to designated

terrorists and the same
was evident when senior
military officials were
present at the funeral
of the terrorists killed in

ian military attacks

Task Force is the glob-

al money laundering
and terrorist financing

national standards that
aim to prevent these ille-
gal activities.

“India will submit a

dossier to the FATF on
the omissions and com-
missions by Pakistan
with respect to FATF
anti-money laundering
and terror financing
norms. We will be taking
it up (with the FATF) for
grey listing of Pakistan,”
a government source
said.

The next meeting of

e Asia Pacific Group
of FATF is scheduled
for August 25, during
which India is likely to
present its views to the
global watchdog. The
next FATF plenary and
working group meeting
is scheduled for October
20. Agency

the annual Rustamji
Memorial Lecture or-
ganised by the Border
Security Force (BSF)
alongside its 22nd inves-
titure ceremony.

Raised in 1965, the
BSF guards the over
6,000-km-long Indian
borders with Pakistan
and Bangladesh. KF
Rustamji was the found-
ing chief of the BSF.

“The terrorists under-
took an extreme attack
in Pahalgam as they
selectively chose inno-

cents, asked their re-
ligion and killed them
bratally in front of their
families, including wom-
en and children,” Shah
id, adding that this
n” was committed by
Pakistan-sponsored ter-
response un-
der Operation Sindoor
was different,” he said.
Nine terror camps
in Pakistan and Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir
were “destroyed” with-
in a few minutes, out

HIGHLIGHT

® Shah said that the
operation showed
the “firm” political

will of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the
“precise” intelligence
inputs from agencies,
and the “lethal” capa-
bilities of the armed
forces.

of which two were the
headquarters of terror
outfits, Shah said.

“We did not attack
their military installa-
tions or air bases. We
only hit the terrorist
bases in Pakistan. Those
who committed a crimi-
nal act on our land - the
Jaish-e-Mohammed,
Hizbul Mujahideen and
Lashkar-e-Toiba - their
bases, houses, training
camps and launchpads
used against India were
destroyed,” Shah said.

Agency

RBI to give record dividend of

Rs 2.69 lakh

Mumbai

he Reserve Bank
on Friday an-

nounced a record
Rs 2.69 lakh crore divi-
dend to the government
for FY25, 27.4 per cent
higher than 2023-24,
helping the exchequer
to tide over challenges
posed by US tariffs and
increased spending on
defence due to the con-
flict with Pakistan.

The decision on the
dividend payout was
taken at the 616th meet-
ing of the Central Board
of Directors of Reserve
Bank of India held here
under the Chairmanship
of Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra.

The central bank had

crore to

transferred Rs 2.1 lakh
crore dividend to the
government for the fis-
cal 2023-24. The payout
was Rs 87,416 crore for
2022-23.

In a statement, the
RBI said the transfera-
ble surplus for the year
(2024-25) has been
arrived at on the basis
of the revised Econom-
ic Capital Framework
(ECF) as approved by
the Central Board in its
meeting held on May 15,

govt

2025.

The revised frame-
work stipulates that the
risk provisioning un-
der the Contingent Risk
Buffer (CRB) be main-
tained within a range of
7.50 to 4.50 per cent of
the RBI's balance sheet.

During accounting
years 2018-19 to 2021-
22, owing to the pre-
vailing macroeconomic
conditions and the on-
slaught of the Covid-19
pandemic, the Board
had decided to main-
tain the Contingent Risk
Buffer (CRB) at 5.50
per cent of the Reserve
Bank's Balance Sheet
size to support growth
and overall economic
activity. Agency

near Patk

“As per crew statement,
they requested Northern
control (IAF) for devi-
ation towards left (In-
ternational Border) due
to weather on the route,
however, it was not ap-
proved.

“Later, the crew con-
tacted Lahore to enter
into their airspace to
avoid the weather but
the same was refused
t00,” DGCA said.

The DGCA statement
confirms a report of May
22 that the Lahore ATC
had rejected the flight
pilot’s request to use
the Pakistan airspace to
avoid turbulence.

Indian Air  Force
sources said the North-
ern Area Control advised
the IndiGo crew within
the frame of the NO-
TAM, ensuring safety of
aircraft and passengers.

Agency
Bangladesh’s
interim govt
chief Yunus
likely to resign
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Bangladesh’s inter-
im government chief
Muhammad  Yunus is
mulling resignation as
he is finding it difficult
to work in view of po-
litical parties failing to
reach a common ground
to bring a change in the
country, according to a
media report.

Student-led National
Citizen Party chief Nhid
Islam was quoted by
BBC Bangla Service that
Yunus is apprehensive
over the evolving politi-
cal situation in the coun-
try and whether he will
be able to carry on with
his work.

“He (Yunus) said he is
thinking about it (resig-
nation). He feels that the
situation is such that he
cannot work,” Islam said
on Thursday night after
he met with the 84-year-
old leader.

Islam said he went to
meet chiefadviser Yunus
after hearing throughout
the day about the specu-
lation of his resignation.

“Sir (Yunus) said, If
I can't work, I was
brought here after a
mass uprising to bring
change and reform to
the country. But in the
current situation, with
mounting pressure from
movements and the way
I'm being cornered, this
isn’t how I can work, Is-
lam told the BBC Bangla.

Agency
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Trump threatens
Apple with 25%
tariff if iPhones

are made in India

CONT FROM PAGE-1

German Foreign Min-
ister Johann Wadephul
said the FU's executive
commission  has his
country’s full support in
working to “preserve our
o the American

“I think such tariffs
help no one, but would
Just lead to economic de-
velopment in both mar-
kets suffering,” Wade-
phul said in Berlin. “So
we are still counting on
negotiations, and sup-
port the European Com-
mission in defending
Europe and the Europe-
an market while at the
same time working on

Trump aides have said
the goal of his tariffs
was to isolate China and
strike new agreements
with allies, but the pres-
ident’s tariff threats
undermine the logic of
those c¢laims. Not only
could the EU face high-
er tariffs than China,
but the bloe of member
states mright have been
better off by establishing
a broad front with Chi-
na and other countries
against Trump’s trade
policy, said  German
economist Mareel Frat-
scher.

“The strategy of the
EU  Commission and
Germany in the trade
conflit with Trump is a
total failure,” Fratscher,
the head of the German
Institute  for Econom-
ic Research, said on

“This was a failure
you could see coming
— Trump sees Europe's
wavering, hesitation and
coneessions as the weak-
nesses that they ave.”

Trump has run hot
and cold on his rela-
tionship with Apple, a
sign that currying favour
with him might not nec-
essarily shield a compa-
ny from his anger. He
has essentially told com-
panies such as Walmart
to “eat” the costs of his
tariffs instead of rais-
ing prices, even though
doing so could squeeze
profits and cause layoffs,
He now appears to be
deploying a similar de-
re to th

't-lucming, its
supply chains.

After IMF, India
to oppose World
Bank’s $20 bn

loan to Pak

CONT FROM PAGE-1

showed that Islama-
bad had misnsed funds
in last two decades with
arm  procurements Tis-
ing exponentially.

Sources said Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithar-
aman spoke to IMF chief,
and some ministers on
IMF hoard, while the
Indian Embassy officials
also presented the case
before powerful nations
Tike the US.

The funding could,
however, not be blocked
as the agenda had previ-
ously been cirenlated to
all memebers and it was
lefl to them lo vole on
extending assistance to
Pakistan.

Indiag’s efforts, how-
ever, led Lo IMF impos-
ing 11 striet conditions
on Pakistan. The 11 new
structural  benchmarks
introduced by the lund
have been linked to fis-
cal, governance, social,
monetary ang cial
parameters along with
wetries to be met in en-
ergy sector and trade,
investient policy and
deregulation.
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Railway minister inspects Jamalpur railway
workshop, lays foundation stone for new project

Abhishek Byahut
Jamalpur: (Bihar)

ailway  Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Friday laid the

foundation stone for a
project to increase the
wagon periodical over-
hauling (POH) capacily
at the Jamalpur railway
workshop  in Bihar's

Munger district and also
interacted with the em-
ployees.

Vaishnaw visited Bi-
har, where he met Chief
Minister Nitish Kuomar

way projects.

During his visit, he
inspected the rail route
from Patna to Jamalpur
and provided instruc-
tions to officials. Ac-
companying him were
Union Minister Rajiv
Ranjan Smgh and Deptk
ty Chief Ministers Sam-
rat Chaudhary and Vijay
Kumar Sinha.

At Jamalpur, the
Minister evalnated re-
development work at

the station, which costs
%30 crore, and laid the
foundation stone for a
new project to angment
wagon POH (Periodic
Overhaul) capacity at

Bhubaneswar to host
global conference on
Kalinga & Southeast Asia

Manorarnjan
Sasmalbabu
Bhubaneswar
An international  con-
ference focusing on the
social, literary, cultural,

and eivilizational ties
between Odisha  and
Southeast -Asian  coun-

trigs is set o take place
in Bhubaneswar. Sched-
uled for May 24 and 25,
the two-day event is be-
ing organized jointly by
‘the Department of Odia
Language,  Literature
and Culture, the Insti-
tute of Media Studies
at Utkal University, and
the Government of India.

The conference will

delve into the theme
“Civilizational ~ Connec-
tion  between Kalinga

and  South-FEasl Asian
Countri exploring
the historic and endur-
ing likks between the
Tegion of ancient Kalin-
ga (present-day Odisha)
and various  Southeasl
Asian nations, Alongside
the main discussions,
spetial sessions will be
held to raise awareness,
particularly among the
youth, about Odisha's
rich commercial tradi-
tions and its historieal
role in regional trade
and cultural exchanges.

as such s Java,
Sumatra, and Indone-
sia, fostering vibrant
trade and cultural rela-
tionships that have lefi
lasting impressions on
the arts and traditions
of these regions, This cul-
tural interplay remains
visible today in various
art forms. For instance,
the Pashumukha dance
of Odisha shares stylistic
similarities with the Bar-
ong dance of Bali, while
the Chhan dance from
Mayurbhanj distriet finds
parallels in [ndonesia's
Gaba-Gaba dance. Simii-
larly, the tribal Birli dance
of Odisha resonates with
tribal dances performed
i Indonesia,

The conference aims
to revive and highlight
these ancien!  civiliza-
tional connections and
provide a valuable ed-
ueational platform  for
young people to appre-
ciate Odisha’s historic
and cultural links with
Southeast Asia. Organ-
izers hope the event will
deepen  understanding
of this shared heritage
and promote continued
cultural exchange in the
years tocome.

Jamalpur
valued at 378. g6 erore.
He inspected the wag-
on manufacturing and
crane shops, examining
the production of vari-

| w«.»rkshup. )

2 b
ous wagons and newly
manufactured crane:
Additionally, he visit-
ed the Indian Railways
stitate of Mechani-
cal and Electrical En-

Railway minister
lays foundation
stone for project of
wagon POH capacity
augmentation at
Jamalpur Locomotive

Workshop l

ineering (IRIMEE) in
Jamalpur, where he re-
leased a hooklet titled
“Centre of Excellence.
“ This booklet outlines

plans  for developing
training  facilities  in
engineering areas like
Welding, Pneumaties,
Hydrauli and  Me-
chatron with a total

investment proposal of
%350 crore for this de-
velopment.

During his inspection,
Vaishnaw  highlighted
the significant increase
in railway budget alloca-
tion for Bihar, growing
from ¥1,000 crore a dec-
ade ago'to 10,000 crore
today. He mentioned
that 1,832 km of new

railway tracks have been
laid in Bihar and over
34,000 km nationwide
in the past ten years.
along with the comple-
tion of electrification
over 50,000 km. This
electrification. reduces
reliance on oil imports,
Ministers Singh and

their apprec
the Railway Minister's
efforts and  contribu-
tions toward Bihar's
development. Vaishnaw
noted that the new wag-
on POH project at Ja-
malpur would improve
the workshop's capacity
to handle more wagons
each month, enhancing
operational  efficiency
and turnarvound times.

The event gathered
various dignitaries, in-
cluding local MLAs and
ral.]wav general manag-
all recognizing the
positive impact of these
dew]opmems on the re-
gion's infrastructure and
economy.

Agaate launches Haryana'’s first
multi-brand mall for farmers

Gurgaon
Agaate  on_ Friday
launched India’s first

dedicated Farmers Mall
at Bhora Kalan, Patau-
di. Farmers can now ac-
cess verified agri-inputs,
training, and retail ser
vices under one roof, of-
fering quality, conveni-
ence, and cost efficiency.

The grand inangura-
tion was graced by the
divine presence of Mah-
amandaleshwar Swami
Dharm Dev Ji Maharaj,
a spiritnal force and
farmers'  well-wisher,
along with Sukhbir Sin-
gh, ACP, Pataudi, Kamal
Yadav, Former Districl
President, BJP Gurgaon
and  Shrimali  Vimla
Devi, MLA, Pataudi and
Bimla Chaudhary- MLA
Halka Pajandi.

This  launch  also
marked key initiatives,
including free soil test-

ing in collaboration
with  Coromandel, a
strategic parinership

with Pl Industries, and
live demonstrations of
traps, fertilizers, irriga-
tion solutions, and other
agri-services,

One of the major
highlights is the strate-
gic collaboration with
Pl Industries, working

Alternative medicine movement

drives Electropathy forward

New Delhi

A major step toward
mainstreaming  alter-
native and  affordable
healtheare in India was
taken on Friday as a
press  conference  was
held in the Press Club of
India, New Delhi, to call
for national legal recog-
nition of Electropathy,
also known as Electro
Homeopathy.

The Press Conference
was addressed by Dr.
Jaswinder Singh, Pres-
ident of the World Bio
Cares Health Organi-
zation (WBCHO) and
Fonnder of Ebio Cares. A
globally awarded health-
care professional, World
Record Holder, Dr. Sin-
2h has helped thousands
of patients with chronic
conditions such as Au-
tism, ADHD, Cerebral
Palsy, and Speech Dis-
orders, areas where con-
ventional medicine often
offers limited solutions.

Speaking at the event,
Dr. Singh  emphasized
the need for the Govern-
ment of India to follow
the example of Rujast-
han, which has already
granted legal status to

mation of a_five-mem-
ber State LlelepAth
Board, paving the way
for stractured develop-

ment, regulation, and
edueation in this medi-
cal system.

He welcomed ve-

cent political support
from states like Uttar
Pradesh, where Minis-
. Sanjay Nishad
has reportedly raised the
issue with Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
and Deputy CM Brajesh
Pathak. Similar advoca-
ey efforts are nnderway
in Timachal Pradesh,
led by the Electro Ho-
meopathy Development
and  Welfare  Sociely,
which has submitted a
formal memorandurm o
Health Minister Dhani
Ram Shandil.

While addressing the

"

recognize  Electropathy
as a valid system of med-
icine at the national lev-
el With growing supporl
from elected leaders and
the success of state-led
models like Rajasthan,
we urge the Central
Government to bring
forward legislation that
ensures protection,
registration, and devel-
opment of Electropathy
for the benefit of mil-
lions,”

Electropathy is a
plant-based system of
medicine developed in
1865 by Ttali i
Count’ Cesare Matiei,
which nses extracts from
114 medicinal plants o
prepare remedies. Ad-
vocates of Electropathy
describe it as a natural,
affordahle, ressible,
and non-toxic approach
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jointly to showease the
best technologies and
sustainable practic-
es, ensuring real-time

demonstration on 1 acre
of cultivated land, while
offering the best rates to
farmers.

Commenting on the
launch, Ankit Rawat,
CEO & Founder of
Agaate, said, “Al Agaate,
we re revolutionizing In-
dian agriculture through
innovative solutions like
the Agaate Kisan Mall
and Farm Experience
Center—connecting
farmers  with leading
brands, technology, and
hands-on knowledge for
a sustainahle future.”

Multiple brands from
seeds to harvest—includ-
ing Namdhari, lndus.
Coramandel. Ari Pl
Industries, Nelaﬁm ig-
net, along with 20 more
brands—are part of this
initiative, The model of-
fors direct-to-farmer ac-
cess to top-guality seeds,
nutrients, erop protec-
tion, and equipment,
significantly  reducing
cast of cultivation by
eliminating middlemen.

Beyond being a retail
hub, Agaate funclions as
a full-fledged Research
and Fxperience Cen-
tre, where farmers can
learn about innovative,
science-hacked  tech-
migues, witness results
in real-time; and adopt
wmodern, efficient farm-
ing practices suited for
their region.

SC is chief justice centric court
image must change Justice: A S Oka

New Delhi

Justice Abhay S Oka on

Friday called the Su-
preme Court a “chief jus-
tive centric court” while
advocating for a change
in light of its composi-
tion of 34 judges coming
from different regions of
the coumtry.

Bidding goodhye at an
event organised by the
Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation, Justice Oka
said the Supreme Court
and the Hi Courts
have neglected the trial
and district courts which
were the judiciary’s
backbuone.

He said there was huge
pendency in tral courts
with some cases pending
for 30 years:

"High Courts function
more democratically
than the Supreme Court
becanse there is an ad-
ministrative committee
of first five judges in
place. Major decisions
are taken by the admin-
istrative committee. In
the las| few years, 1 have
fornd that the Supreme
Court is Chief Justice
centric court, | think we
need to change that,” he

and.
The judge went on,

who eome from  differ-
ent areas of the country.
Therefore the image of
the Chief (Justice cen-
tric court needs 1o be
changed.”

On listing of selected
mallers before the top
court, Justice Oka said

manual mtervention
should be reduced.
“People complain

about why some cases
are listed the next day
and why other cases are
pending after so many
days. We cannot have a
better listing unless we
reduce manual interven-
tion to the minimum,
We haye Artificial Intel-
ligence technology and
other software which
can help in rational list-
ing of cases.” he said.
Justice Oka revealed
in his career spanning
over two decades, he
never delivered a dis-

ure, | never delivered
dissenting  judgment.
Neither my colleagnes
dissented. Only one ex-
ception happened two
days back,” he said.
The judge also clari-
fied that he would not

need some time for
talking to the press.

“I have taken a stand
that talking to the me-
dia while T am hold-
ing office is out of the
question. | would nev-
er do that . T will need
a cooling period of two
to three months. The
reagon is that 1f 1 talk
to the media today, my
mind is full of emotions
and | may end up say-
ing something which
T should not say. Se I
have requested them to
give me some time so
thal 1 can be in a hetter
frame of mind,” Justice
Oka said.

In ‘a message to the
bar, which was read out
separately, Justice Oka
said the Supreme Counrt
completed 75 vears of
its existence on Janu-

ry 28 and instead of
celebrating the occa-
sion there is a need to
introspect.

“Citizens of the coun-
try had very high expec-
tations from this court.
‘Though no one can deny
the contribution of this
conrt, my personal view
is that the Supreme
Court has not fulfilled

Stalin in
Delhi for NITI
Aayog meet
visits Sonia

l'mnl \Iadu Chlef Minis-
ter M K Stalin on Friday
valled on top Congress
party leaders Sonia Gan-
dhi and Rahul Gandhi
after arriving in Delhi
to take part in the NITI
Aayog governing council
meeting on May 24.

Stalin was accorded a
warm reception in the
national capital by DMK
leaders led by veteran
TR Baalu.

Later, the chief min-
ister from the south-
e state met the top
Congress leaders and
said in a social media
post: “There’s a special
warmth in every meeting
with Madam Tmt (Mrs),
Sonia Gandhi and dear
brother @ RahulGandhi
at their Delhi residence.
1t never feels like a visi
it truly feels like being
with family,

Also, Stalin met a Ta-
mil Nadu native, Dr A
Parameswaran, a survi-
vor of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, who is being
treated at a hospital.

The CM said: “Just
met Dr. A. Parmeswaran
at AIIMS Delhi, the
ENT surgeon from Ta-
mil Nadu, who survived
the #Pahalgam terror
attack. Calm, composed
and conrageous beyond
words. 1 personally
wished him strength and
a swift recovery.”

Stalin days ago assert-
ed he would be in Delhi
to take part in the meet-
ing to voice the demand
for “fair ﬁnrmual right of
Tamil Na
He had said: “I will be
firm on the ideology! 1
will get funds for Tamil
Nadu through stinggle.”

The CM’s visit to the
n\mona.l capital for the
h Aayog meeting
comes against the back-
ground of main opposi-
tion AIADMK's strong
criticism of the chief
minister.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Known to all my client) (1) Sh.
Satyapsl § Usned Singh
Rip HNe, 37 Gali No. S,
Chimer  Englave. Ultam:

Sew  Delti- 16150

Nogar,
LD Ne

BlockE,  Bhogwati
xt, Uttam Nigar. New
Defhiel 10059 (LTD No. 3084

LY. Ot of it up
prope s Plot §.-34, Arca
20 Sq. Yo ot of
16 villige Hust

dur ncl
Uttam Nagse, Nes
Dollsi-11005. Have orisimal GIA
ATS and will in laviour of my clicnt
St Sudlfin Devi and it is informed

anit said ingfitution regarding aakd
propesty. shall be deemeld ge all
il vl 18 aoy person [k any
cham, right in the sald proprty then
helshe may, conagt and handover
aamg and uppraive bie chim 1
undepsigned walkin 13 days of this
publication.
ANAND KUMAR SINGH
ADYOCAT
CIHENO. T30, LAWYER'S
CHAMBER DWARKA
DISTRICT COURT. li'n N
DWARKA SFCTOR-
NEW nnm-nmvs.
M. NO: 9654 185269

Be it know MRS
\Lu)u,\\x AT WO SIT
GOPAL AWASTHI s the absolute
owner and in posscasion of budi-
Up property ara measuring 120
3. vl i 10033 sq, it Khata

o, 4624

situated at Village Chihaai. Tehsil
‘Piadei, Dist. Gantany Ruddha Nagar,
TP by vitue of Benama dully

X il
75, Page X, 9510 |14 Serial
29 dated 2703023 at SR-
- G B NAGAR esculed by A,
Abhilagh Gaur with mutual consent
of Mr. Vishal Gaur who s having no
ebjestion on said transastion. Now
SAS Propenty 18 going 1o be financed
by AU SMALL  FENANCE
BANK LI B anyone hay, any
vight, tifle o interest regarding
the said properny. then barmowar
B A ¢ m ewse my defiuli
with the murtaipe property thai
bormwer namely ATIHAVT
AWASTHT i fully  tsiponsible
for W same. MRS, MADHAVI
AWASTHL M) 8630272296
Faniil (gopnliasthily] o

PLEASECONTACT: Electropathy. On 30 press conference Dr.  thal has shown effective- be giving interviews the e)cpmldnum of the
9818799941 April 2025, Rajasthan  Singh said: “The time mess in treating a wide “The Supreme Conrt immediately after the cilizens of Indin.” : ‘Rw MANIA,
officially notified the for-  has come for India to  rangeof ailments. is a court of 34 judges retivement and would Agency ADYOQCATE (V) 9L
R 06L NG WLt K8 seerot G st 49/, Lo s o ol

it iigar
.

o hiara: Deih: «
Hooks A = €124, 3 fhoor, ttaar . G120 4235507, 8 Email: edtaria
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Elderly man
bludgeoned to
death in sus-
pected robbery
attempt

A 6o-year-old man was
bludgeoned to death with a
brick in Delhi's Rohini al-
legedly hy a group of boys
who fled withhis money on
Friday evening, police said.

A police officer said Lal
‘Babu Paswan, a mason con-
structing a house at his 40 to
50 square yard plot, was as-
saulted and by three tofour
people who also snatched
money from him. Three of
the aceused have been held.

The incident took place
around 4.50 pm near Ali
Chowkin Prem Nagar and a
PCR call was received in-
forming that three to four
people had assanlted a man
with the intent to kill and
robbed him before fleeing
the spot, a senior police of-
ficer said.

Paswan, a resident of
Prem Nagar in Delhi's Ki-
rari, was found with severe
injuries to his head and on
his face while seated on a
chair, he said.

"Initial inquiries revealed
that one of the assailants
struck Paswan on the head
with a brick while he was at
the construction site, He
was tiken to Sanjay Gandhi
Memorial Hospital, where
doctors  declared him
brought dead.” the pfficer
added.

Preliminary investigations
suggest that the motive be-
hind the attack may be rob-
bery. Acase has beenregis-
tered, and teams are scan-
ning CCTV footage from the
area, he said,

Acrimeand forensic team
inspected the spot. The body
has been sent for post-
mortem, and efforts are un-
derway to identify and ap-
prehend the suspects, he
added.

UPSC exam:
Delhi Metro
services to start

early on May 25
New Delhi

Services on select Delhi
Metro lines will begin ear-
lier than usual on May 25
to facilitate candidates ap-
pearing for the Civil Serv-
ices (Preliminary) Exam-
ination conducted by the
UPSC, the DMRC said on
Thursday.

Services from terminal
stations on Line-7 (Pink
Line), Line-8 (Magenta
Line) and Line-g (Grey
Line) will begin at 6 am,
instead of the usual start
time of 7 am on Sundays.
The early operations will
help candidates reach
their examination centres
on time, the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)
said.

"This arrangement is
being made to facilitate
the candidates appearing
for the Civil Services (Pre-
liminary) Examination
held by UPSC this Sun-
day," Anuj Dayal, Princi-
pal Executive Director of
DMRC, said in a state-
ment. On the Pink Line,
services will begin from
Majlis Park, Majlis Park-
Ghn Vihar, Shiv Vihar and
Majpur-Babarpur towards
their respective terminal
stations at 6 am. Similar-
ly, trains on the Magenta
Line will start at 6 am
from Janakpuri Westand
Botanical Garden. How-
ever, services from Krish-
na Park Extension will be-
gin slightly earlier at 5:50
am, he said

On the Grey Line, serv-
ices from both Dhansa
Bus Stand and Dwarka
terminals will commence
at 6 am, he said.

The services on all oth-
er metro lines will operate
according to the normal
Sunday schedule, the
DMRC said.
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ports 23 COVID-19

cases issues advisory to hospltals

New Delhi
he national capital
has reported 23
new (COVID-19
cases, prompting
the Delhi government to
issue a comprehensive ad-
visory instructing all hos-
pitals to enhance their pre-
paredness in terms of bed
availability, oxygen supply,
medicines, and vaccines.
This development comes
as several ofher states in n-
dia have alse reported a
rise in COVID-19 infections.
On Friday, Delhi Health
Minister Pankaj Singh con-
firmed that the 23 cases
were recorded up to Thurs-
day. He added that the gov-
ernment is currently veri-
fving whether these pa-

=

Delhi have been placed on
high alert. The guvt_nu.uem

tients are resids of Del-
hi or havea travel history
outside the city, Assuring
the public, Singh stated,
“The Delhi government is
fully prepared to deal with
any situation. We have al-
ready coordinated with all
medical superintendents,
doctors. and their teams
across hospitals in the cap-
ital.”

1In line with these prepa-
rations, hospitals and
healthcare facilities across

has ized all sary
resources to ensure a rapid
response and guality care
for those affected. The
health department is close-
ly monitoring the situation
and will continue to provide
timely updates to the pub-
lic. Citizens are nrged to
follow health and safety
guidelines strictly and co-
operate with authorities as
required.

The advisory issued by
the Delhi Health Depart-

BJP govt in Delhi plans to
present report card on
100 days achievements

New Delhi

The BJP government is
planning to celebrate its
100 days in power in Del-
hi by presenting a report
card of its achievements at
an event next week, offi-
cial sources said on Fri-
day.

The BJP formed gov-
ernment in Delhi after 25
vears, with Rekha Gupta
taking oath as chief min-
ister on Febmary 20 along
with her cabinet col-
leagues in a grand cere-
mony attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
at Ramlila Maidan on Feb-
tuary 20.

The date and venue of
the event are yet to be fi-
nalised, they said.

"The chief minister is
likely to present the report

card on her government's
100 days in Delhi at the
event. The event is likely
to be held on May 31,"
said a government source.

The govermment may
also announce some new
initiatives at the event, he
said. Chief Minister Gup-
ta will inaugurate 33
Ayushman Avogya Mandit
health clinics in 10 dis-
tricts on May 31, said a
source in the Health De-
partment.

The Environment De-
partment will highlight its
various achievements and
initiatives in the last 100
days and launch a mega
pollution action plan to
improve the quality of air
and Yamuna water in Del-
hi, said an official of the
department.

ment underscores the ur-
gent need for hospitals to
ensure the availability of
critical resources such as
beds, oxygen, antibiotics,
other essential drugs, and
vaccines. It also mandates
that all medical equip-
ment—including ventila-
tors, Bi-PAP machines, oxy-
genconcentrators, and PSA
(Prostate-Specific Antigen)
devices—be maintained in
full working order.

In addition to resource
readiness, the advisory calls
for the daily reporting of

various health parameters
on the Delhi State Health
Data Management Portal. It
emphasizes the importance
of refresher training for
dedicated healthcare staff
and mandates the da
porting of Influenza-like
Iness (ILI) and Severe
Acute Respiratory Illness
(SARI) cases from both out-
patient and inpatient de-
partments via the Integrat-
ed Health Information Plat-
form (IHIP). Confirmed
cases of influenza and
COVID-19 are also to be

recorded on THIP using the
designated L form,

The advisory highlights
the continued importance
of respiratory etiquette
within hospital premises,
including the mandatory
wearing of masks for all
visitors and healtheare
workers to prevent the
spread of infection.

Delhi's cautionary meas-
ures come amid similarre-
ports from other states
across India. Gujarat

recorded 15 new COVID-19
cases on Thursday, while
Haryana reported three

Minister Veena George an-
nounced that the state had
recorded 182 COVID-19
cases in May alone. Mean-
while, Karnataka's Health
Minister Dinesh Gundu
Rao confirmed the pres-
ence of 16 active cases as of
May 21. With these devel-
opments, the Delhi gov-
ernment’s advisory aims to
strengthen the capital's
healtheare infrastructure
and preparedness, f

that hospitals are fully
equipped to manage any
potential surge in COVID-
19 eases in the coming days.

Social welfare Minister pays tribute to

Indian soldiers; leads Tiranga Shaurya Yatra

New Delhi
The Social Welfare Minister
Ravinder Indraj Singh led a
grand "Tiranga Shaurya Ya-
tra' held at Shahbad Dairy
in Bawana, joined by local

residents and citizens of

Delhi. The event was or-
ganized to honour the bray-
ery and sacrifice of the In-
dian Armed Forces.

Speaking at the occasion,
Ravinder Indraj Singh
praised the decisive lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and lauded
the courage of the Indian
Armed Forces. He high-
lighted Operation Sindoor
as-a historie victory in In-
dia’s ongoing battle against
terrorism. The yatra was
described as a celebration
of this achievement and a
means to foster national
gratitude towards the sol-
diers.

The Minister emphasized

Lhat theyatra's slgmﬁmnce
went beyond simply paying
tribute; it symbolized the
unity, integrity, and unwa-
vering resolve of the na-
tion. Operation Sindoor,
he said, showcased India’s
strong  anti-terrorism
stance and the exceptional
combat readiness of its
armed forces on the global
stage. The event saw en-
thusiastic participation

Delhi Police Commissioner Sanjay Arora
launches upgraded ZIPNET web51te

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
In a significant move
aimed at enhancing in-
ter-state cooperation and
improving citizen services,
Sanjay Arora, Commis-
sioner of Police, Delh, of-
ficially taunched the up-
graded ZIPNET website
on Friday, The revamped
platform is now live and
can beaceessed through
the official Delhi Police
website.

The ZIPNET platform
plays a crucial role in fa-
cilitating collaboration be-
tween eight member
states, including Haryana,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
and several others. This
cooperative effort focuses
on crime monitoring and
criminal tracking across
state borders, streamlin-
ing communication and
information sharing
among the participating
police departments.

The newly upgraded
website boasts a madern
and user-friendly inter-
face designed to simplify
navigation and improve
accessibility. One of the
key enhancements in-
cludes advanced search
functionalities, which al-
low law enforcement offi-
cials and the public to
quickly retrieve clear and
precise mfurmatmn re] at-
e si
unidentified hod.ics, aml

The ZIPNET platform
plays a crucial role in fa-
cilitating collaboration
between eight member
states, including
Haryana, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, and sev-
eral others. This cooper-
ative effort focuses on
crime monitoring and
criminal tracking across
state borders, streamlin-
ing communication and
information sharing
among the participating
police departments.
stolen vehicles. These im-
provements aim to reduce

response times and aid in
the resolution of ongoing
investigations,

In‘addition to serving as
a resource for police offi-
cials, the ZIPNET website
now offers several citizen-
centric features. Members
of the public can report
missing persons, provide
details about unidentified
individuals, and report
stolen vehicles directly
through the platform. This
functionality seeks to em-
power citizens by making
it easier to contribute to
ongoing investigations
and access vital informa-
tion related to safety and
security.

ioner Sanjay

Arora emphasized the im-
portance of such techno-
logical advancements in
strengthening erime pre-
vention and resolution ef-
forts. The upgraded ZIP-
NET website represents
astep forward in leverag-
ing digital tools to foster
greater collaboration
among states and improve
public engagement in
crime tracking and re-

from a larg rge number of lo-
cal residents, youth, and
ex-servicemen, all waving
the national flag with pride.
The program included the
singing of the national an-
them, patriotic songs, and
inspiring narrations of the
gallantry displayed by In-
dian soldiers, leaving adeep
impression of patriotism
and respect for the armed
forces.

Four Covid cases
detected in Ghaziabad

Ghaziabad (UP)
Four people have tested
positive for COVID-19 here,
prompting the health de-
partment to increase sur-
veillance in the district, of-
ficials said on Friday.

While three of the in-
fected individuals are cur-
tently in home isolation,
one patient has been ad-
mnuitted to a private hospital,
they said.

According to a reportre-
leased by District Surveil-
lance Officer Dr R K Gup-
ta, all four cases were re~
ported from the Trans-Hin-
don area of the distriet.

‘Among the patients is
an 18-year-old woman who
had fever and cough since
May 18 and was hospi-
talised. She tested positive
for COVID-19 during her
treatmentata private hos-
pital, the report said.

An elderly couple who
recently returned from
Bengaluru and live in Va-
sundhara colony also test-
ed positive. They had fever
and cough, and got tested
on the advice of a doctor.
Both are currently recu-
perating at home, it said.

The fourth case is that
of a 37-year-old woman
from Vaishali colony who

DDA to remodel
footpaths in
Delhi's Dwarka

New Delhi
The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) plans to
carry out remodelling of all
the footpaths along the
roads of Dwarka.

According to officials,
the plan has been drawn
up to carry out repairs of
footpaths by improving
the design in line with the
norms of the Indian Roads
Congress (IRC).

According to the plan,
the project involves re-
designing and recon-
structing footpaths across
major arterial roads in
Dwarka.

"Atender has been float-
ed to carry out the remod-
elling work for Master
Plan (MP) roads in Dwar-
ka," the official said.

The tender states that
the surface of the foot-
paths will be repaired, the
bell mouth of the drains
will be cleaned for better
drainage and the height
of the footpath will be
raised at a cost of Rs 35
crore. The deadline to
complete the work is six
months.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to all concerned that
my clients, Sh: Abhay Raj, /o Late
Raj DevIVial, arid Smt. Subhaiati,
W/a Sh. Abhay Raj, residents of
Khasra No. 25/5, Ground Floer,
Zindpur, Alipur, North West Delhi-
110036, have hereby disowned
their san, Sh. Jaydeep Saini, S/o Sh.
Abhiay Raj, and hils wife, Smt. Jyoti;
W/o Sh. Jaydeep Sain, from all
their movable and immovable
propesties and assets, due to theic
contintous misbehaviar, threats,
and illreatment towards my
clients, including acts of disrespect
ane misconduct by Smt. Jyoti to-
wards her in-laws.

My cients b dall

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT MRS. SUSHILA DEVI
W/ MR RAMESH KUMAR PATEL,
MRS RAIKUMAR KAMBO) W/O
MR.ANIL KAMBO), MR. SAVINDER
TANWAR S/0 MR RICHPAL SINGH
ALL OWNERS OF ENTIRE SECOND
FLOOR; AREA MEASURING 10050
YDS, OF PROPERTY NO. 103:A,
AREAMEASURING 100 Q. YDS.
OUT OF KHASRA NO. 548 SITUAT-
ED IN THE EXTENDED ABADIOF
LAL DORA OF VILIAGE SULTAN-
PUR, NEW DELH) VIDE REGISTERED
SALE DEED DATED 05.12.2023 EXE-
CUTEDBY MR. DHARMENDER KU-
MAR'S/0 MR, RAMESHWAR VIDE
REGD. NO.10938, ATSRV HAUZ
KHAS NEW DELH| AND REGISTERED
RECTIFICATION DEED DATED
17.04.2025 VIDE REGD.
NO.2025/7/1/6055, AT SRV DELHI
ANDTO BE SOLD THE SAME TO
MRS: PRITI KUMARI W/O VIR,
PREM CHAND THE ABOVE-MEN-
TIONED PROPERTY IS GOING TO BE
MORTGAGE WITHBAIAJ HOUSING
FINANCE ETD. (F ANY PERSON/
BANK/ FINANCIALINSTITUTION
HAVING ANY-CLAIM / RIGHT, LIEN,
ANY OBIECTION WHATSOEVER IN
REGARD TO THE ABOVE PROPER-
TY, SHOULD NOTIFIED TO THE UN-
DERSIGNED ALONG WITH DOCU-
MENTARY EVIDENCE UNDERAD-
DRESS THROUGH REGISTERED
WITHIN 7 DAYS FROM THE DATE
OF PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
FAILING WHICH ANY CLAIV), LIEN
OR ORJECTION SHALL BEDEEMED
TO HAVEBEEN WAIVED.
VISHALMEHAN,

E-713, KARKARDOOMA COURT,
DELHI -110092

PUBLIG NOTIC

Thisis informes 2ll of you that San
jov Gupta §/o Prahlad Gupta s rais-
ifg loan via EQM of his property a
residential house area 118,26 5q.
yard partof old khasrano. 538 &
new 1723 situated Village Kharkho-
da Distt. Meerut from S.8F Cfi-
nance ltd. in thetitle of chain previ-
olis sale deed datéd 21022005 Sr.
No. 1205 has been lost which FIR

cial, legal, ithth

dated 22052055

Ifany

shallno Jonget be responsible or |i-
able for any oftheir actions, deal-
ings, or obligations; personal or fi-
nandial.

Any person dealing with Sh. Jay-
daep Sainat Stt. lyoti henceforth
shalldo so at their awn risk and
consequences, as my clients shall
ot be held responsible for any of
their acts, representations, or
tramsactians in any manner what-
soevr,

MUKESH SHARMA

ADVOCATE

Off at: 603, 6Th Floor, S.G Shop-
ping Mall, 0.€. Chowk, Sector-,
Rohini, Delhi - 110085

have any orclaim in
the same matter than contact to
balow address or miobile o, with
evidenca within 7 days of publice:
tion etherwise any objection of
claim will not be aceept &S.BF.C
Finance Ltd wil be providing the
o over the said property.
Address: - S.8.F.C Finance Lid.
Branch Hanur by Rajendra Kumar
Saiini Shop No- 21, 1st Floor, Dr.
Bheem Rap Ambedkar Shopping
Gornple, Zila Panchayat Market,
Near Distt, Court Hapur.
RAJENDRA KUMAR SAINI
Advocate

21, First Floor Zila Panchayat Mar-
ket, Hapur

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 06/2025

Sr. DSTE/North Central Railway, A
President of India inviles “Open
Tendaring)lorthe following work

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
E-TENDER NOTICE

Date: 21.05.2025

ara acting for and on behalf of the|
Tender™ through Online only (E-|

[E-Tendor NO:: AGRA ST-22517] Approx. Cost of work: RS 1965751959

Name of work: Telecom amerilies
"Development of Billochpura station
Division".

work In conrection with the work of|
with ipgradation of facllties in Agra|

E-T-ﬂum:mmm‘w Cost of work: Rs. 88 35500651

Name of work: Provision of OFC for media diversity of Axle counter and|
UFSEIih JAB-AGA & AGA-RKM sactions ofAgra Division

16.06.2025, For
— i

bid pleas
gavin,

their onginal /revised bids through web portal www.ireps.

ps.gov.inupto 15.00 hrs|

any such manualoffer received shall be ignared

aliowed againstihis tendar and

New Okhia Industrial Development Authority

Nolda, 6.8, Nagt (U.P)
ite: wiew.noidazuthorityonline.in

same shall be opened /downloader

Main Ad lmvmslv\ﬂw Buiking, Sector-5,

m
E-Tenders are Invited from firms/contraclors registered with UPLG
Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and

details and conditions of all tanders are available on Noida Authorlty's
jal webs i ityonline.in & i

d @s per schedule mentioned. The

corrigendum elc.
1. JOB No:

offict
Please ensure to see these websites for any changesfamendments &

Systarm/ AMC- Pet . AMC
for Pet Registration Mobile App (Android, |OS and Admin Portal) (For
1 Year) cos| Rs, 12.33,100)- Inclusive of GST

Which can be uploaded by date 03/06/2025 upto 5.00 PM.

P fcatl

shall be
at11.00AM.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice
The Deputy Chief Signal & Telecom Engineer/Canst/TKJ, Northem Rallway,
e of

Manager (Systom)

‘e-tander under Single

!ouuwu work

he

U&ébﬂl & Outdoor work)

fefcorm works |.c.w, Con

w\\hdevdﬂpmenln”mqghl
on KKP-FitAsection:

Rz 305, As S70997 (Rupest Thvee o Ergity Five
Lakh Forty Nine Thausand Eight Hundre
Paisa Ninety Nina Only)

aiong with Black Warking & assc:m!em
ion of il station 1o a éfossing siafion

forminalat Buchl Bofargart (EDEG]

rDivision of Nerthern

enisar d Seventy srid

oro.

gt Hn

1 (Ton) Months from the date of issuo of LOA
342500 m:xansﬁme 3K Forty Two Thousand

5

6 [Complotion period

7 [Bidsacurity
(Cash/BG) amount

@ [Salo/avallability of

wwwi
Ut 11730 hte

Tenulr ocmanis w
Ireps gov.n from 22.05.2025 to 13.06. o)

Te Gvallabls on IREPS wab

|_|onRly. Website
9 |CastdatarTime of

au us n:sm

062025 Lot

741062025 Uiy T30 TS
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Tanger
e fendorer on IREPS websia we.!
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time of

e
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porting. also reported symptoms of
With this launch, Delhi  fever and cough. She, too,
Police reaffirm theircom-  fested positive and is in
mitment to adopting mod-  home isolation. Gupta said.
ern technologies that en- Fallowing the detection
hance transparency, effi-  of these cases, the ht‘.‘dllh
ciency, and cooperation  department hasi
inlaw across  surveill across Ghazi-
the region. abad.

byl
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OPINION

espite a crushing defeat, an army chief
assumes a colonial legacy and coronates
himself as the second ever declared
‘Field Marshal’, assuming all controls
over every wing of the defence forces.
And other, tersely warns a caretaker government to
cease and detest from making a mockery of a tran-
sitional government clinging to power in a revivalist
Islamist zeal. Fascinatingly lucid is the tale of two off
India’s immediate neighbors — Pakistan and Bangla-
cleqh Enjoined at the hips by an overtly binding stand
f Islamic extremism and now a deep-seated angst
aga st India, both these nations are on their path of
self-destruction and possible annihilation. Encour-
aged and cajoled by the pre-eminent Asian power,
China — both Bangladesh and Pakistan seem to fall
prey to the devious, yet overtly attractive Chinese
foreplay. Interestingly, China seems to be playing a
pious game of patience while it's proxies, Bangladesh
and Pakistan, force Indian hands into constrained,
limited and constricted action. It’s a tale of two Army
Chiefs, their maneuvers, quest for preeminence,
laced with puppetry of democratically elected fig leaf
governments.

Pakistani Gen Munir, now redesignated, Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir, is less of a progressive military ruler
and more of a religious zealot, with a lust to overrun
the Kafirs living in India. A week before Pahalgam
massacre, General Munir’s address to Pakistani NRIs
was not just a recitation of Igbal & Jinan’s two na-
tion — two religion theory, but a commentary of Mu-
nir's deep-seated disdain for progressive, diversified,
economically and militarily superior India. Foreign
minister S Jaishankar, summed this effectively in Co-
penhagen, “Deliberately, an element of religion was
introduced.... on the Pakistani side, you have a Paki-
stani leadership, specially the army chief, who's very
driven by an extreme religious outlook.... They’ve also
pursued a radical, T would say, extremist religious
agenda ... using terrorism across the border as a way
of trying to pressure us”. Perhaps this explains, why
in less than ten days of ceasefire announcement post
Operation Sindoor, Gen Asim Munir went on assume
the same grand smndmg as that of Gen Ayub Khan
in 1958, who had unleashed a military d
in Pakistan after assuming the rank of Field Marshal.
Prior to social media frenzy ebbing - so unleashed
by serial Pakistani handles - exposing the truth of
devastative Indian drone, missile and lazy munition
attacks, the Pakistani decadent political class person-
ified by PM Shahbaz Sharif, redesignated Gen Munir
as the fulcrum of Pakistan’s polity, military & Islam-
ic leadership. The arch rivalry between, now jailed
former PM Imran Khan and Field Marshal Munir
is a known fact. With International Monetary Fund
levying harsh program implementation & execution
schedules, the World Bank seeking quick repayment
of it's long overdue loan installments and a restive
political class hell bent on securing Imran Khan's re-
lease — secretly backed by a group of Pakistani Amer-
icans in Trump administration — Shahbaz Sharif, Bi-
lawal Bhutto & army generals are on the back foot.

The overt Chinese diplomatic support, military
supplies and constant reaeration of long-standing
partnership with Pakistan, does act a balm to the
frayed nerves of Pakistani politico-military complex.
But in reality, the thwarted CEPC project, abductions
& killing of Chinese workers and nationals on Paki-
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Tale of two Army Chiefs -
Bangladesh & Pakistan

T

By Ajay Kumar

stani soil and a free for all situation in Baluchistan,
restive Jeay Sindh movement in Sindh, Pashtun Ta-
hafuz movement in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
are not just pain points, but constant irritants in Si-
no-Pak relations. A balkanized Pakistan is off no use
to China and its neo-imperialistic zeal at becoming
the dominant super power. Nor is the concentration
of jihadi, terrorist, Islamist and fatalistic ensemble
of terror houses in close proximity to the CEPC zone,
extending from Pakistan’s Kakarokam range in the
north to the Gwadar port in Baluchistan. A collapsed
Pakistan splitting into provincial Islamic dominions
appears to be at the very edge of a precipice that could
flare up the Uyghur Muslim agitation within China
and also jeopardize its much desired & coveted sea
access to central and western Chinese provinces. And
it is hence a domineering Field Marshal, who could
still preordain a subservient political class under a
dominant military rule — is a acceptable compulsion
to China and Russia, than a splintered Pakistan.

Not quite on the same wavelength, but former
East Pakistan and current Bangladesh is faced with
a near similar evolving, dynamic political play. The
armed student’s agitation, provoked and sustained
by two dominant political formulations, Bangla-
deshi Nationalist Party (BNP) & Jamaat e Islami,
has now gone astray. In a zeal to rid Bangladesh off

ll

| ‘ ‘ ‘
Commentator &
Journalist)

AT

the semi-autocratic Awami League regime of Sheikh
Hasina, the radical Islamist students’ unions seem to
have attacked the very core of Bangladeshi freedom
movement and its avowed purpose of separation
from oppressive West Pakistan. Care taker noble lau-
reate Muhammad Yunus, currently a much-derided
political stooge of the United States, has developed a
curious taste of holding on to political power. Driven
by clandestine neo-Islamism, giving a free hand to
Jamaat e Islami and other extremist Islamic organ-
izations working as proxies of Pakistani spy agency,
ISI — Yunus, is on a path of radicalized, theocratic
and autocratic ladesh. The overt ie ex-
hibited amidst the varied visits of Pakistani generals,
bureaucrats and foreign ministry delegations is a
stark shift in Bangladeshi foreign policy and political
outreach. Combine this with Yunus’s comment dur-
ing his Chinese visit, “land locked North east India”,
the picture of a new emerging three nation axis is not
far to envision. The destruction, attacks and politi-
cal cum judicial prosecution of Bangladeshi Hindus,
despite repeated protests by the Modi government
is a clear indicator to times to come. In this milieu,
it was Bangladeshi Army Chief, Wakar Uz Zaman,
who eventually threw his hat in the ring. In a meet-
ing of the three-armed forces chiefs, senior political
leaderships and bureaucrats, Bangladeshi army chief,
Wakar Uz Zaman pressed upon Yunus that elections

need to be held before December 2025, so that troops
fall back to their barraks - “Bangladesh needs polit-
ical stability. This is only possible through an elect-
ed government, not by unelected decision makers”.
Pointedly, Zaman is being accused of being hand in
glove with BNP, by the very students’ unions and Isla-
mist parties, who hailed the army’s role post Hasina’s
flight from Bangladesh. It is believed that the Bangla-
deshi Army chief is opposed to Yunus government’s
green signal to Rakhine corridor stretching up to
Myanmar and also upset with the border trade stand
off post India’s decision on barring landing ports for
products via North East India. In the backdrop of
Jamaat e Islami’s over support for a continued care-
taker government under Yunus, Army Chief Wakar
uz Zaman'’s threat of a military take over seems quite
imminent, if Yunus continues with his lust for oppor-
tunistic brinkmanship.

So the question is, will the two army generals of
neighboring countries add to the existing woes of In-
dia? To my mind, it's too early to say. The last mili-
tary dispensation in Bangladesh, didn’t obstruct In-
dian interests in the region and was not a hindrance
to India’s look east policy, which then was in its form-
ative stages. Would a Wakar uz Zaman in Bangladesh
become a mirror image of Asim Munir in Pakistan —
frankly the bets are yet to be played out. Under no cir-
cumstances, the former East Pakistan (Bangladesh)
can be compared with the current Pakistani mind-
set & disposition. The pace of economic reform and
conversion of Bangladesh as the apparel hub of the
world along with Vietnam has taken a severe beat-
ing post Sheikh Iasina’s departure. Bangladesh is
also keenly aware of the ill effects of an overt Chinese
presence on its economic and defence infrastructure.
Likewise, a jihadi — Islamist - orthodox — neo waha-
bi Bangladesh on the patterns of Pakistan has never
been the grain of its very existence. It is hence, not
too premature to infer that a military dictatorship in
Bangladesh won't really stretch Indian security and
diplomatic concerns.

As for Pakistan, the devil is not just in the details,
but writ large on the face. A rouge terror sponsor state,
using terrorist outfits operating on its soil as an ex-
tension of its extra territorial military complex, is the
harsh reality that India has to contend W|th Whether
a military dict or a symt ically
elected government — - Pakistan is a nation hinged on
its military’s preeminence. Rather the interlude of
military dictatorships in Pakistan is a cleaner slate to
work with, when it comes to India. Rather than deal-
ing with a hydra headed formulations that prevails
during elected governments in Pakistan, direct com-
munication with a single window military junta is far
easier. In days to come, this too shall play out, while
a select peace advocating journalist — commentator
complex within India, keeps playing the dove & white
flag bohemian commentary between the two nations.

he phoney fight between the U.S. and
China over trade tariffs has stopped—
for now.

The two countries have agreed to
pause their tariff war for go days. What
happens after that is uncertain.

Both countries are led by leaders—Donald Trump
and Xi Jinping—who are known for being unpredict-
able and arrogant. So, this agreement may not last
long enough to imbalnce world trade scene.

During the recent trade war, both countries kept
announcing increase in tariffs on each other’s goods.

This made businesses in both the U.S. and China
uneasy and worried. China depends on the U.S. mar-
ket, and Americans use many Chinese products. So
both sides were getting hurt. That's why they agreed
to stop the fight for now. This came as a huge relief
to the world .

The U.S. and China are two of the world’s biggest
economies, so when they fight, other countries also
feel the effects. India was benefiting from their fight
in some ways. Indian companies, especially in tools,
electronics, and home appliances, were getting or-
ders that used to go to China. Chinese companies
had started using Indian companies to complete
their U.S. orders, and some American buyers were
also considering buying directly from India.

India also got better prices from Chinese suppliers
during the trade war. Chinese electronics companies
were offering discounts—up to 5%—to Indian buyers.
This helped reduce the prices of items like TVs, fridg-
es, and smartphones in India.

Now that the U.S. and China have agreed to work
together again, some say it could hurt India’s dream
of becoming a manufacturing hub. But is that really
true?

It’s true that India may miss the chance to take
over some of the exports that China sends to the U.S.
But this doesn’t mean investors and companies will

[s the U.S.-China Friendship a
Setback for India’s Hopes?

T

By Abhisekh Malhotra

I

stop trusting India or investing here. In recent years,
many foreign companies have increased their pres-
ence in India—even when there was no U.S.-China
trade war.

For example, the Taiwanese company Foxconn is
investing more in India. Apple is also focusing more
on India and is even moving the production of many
iPhones from China to India. Even though Donald
Trump advised Apple’s CEO not to make iPhones in
India, the company is still going ahead with its plans.

India is becoming stronger in manufacturing and
is attracting global companies. People are hopeful
about India’s growing economy. In fact, India is now
the world’s fourth-largest economy, ahead of Japan,
with a GDP of $4.187 trillion.

TI\e Indian government has alm made it easier to
o busi t is ts
PLI (Production Lmked Incenhve) scheme gnes re-
wards to companies for making products in India.
This is helping to attract global manufacturers.

Overall, India still has many things that attract for-
eign investment. Big companies are already looking
for alternatives to China, and that won’t change just
because the U.S. and China are getting along for now.
The U.S.-China deal may reduce some temporary
gains for India, but it won't stop India’s long-term
growth.
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Mabharishi Kashyap’s legacy will continue
to inspire humanity, says CM Saini

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

arvana  Chief

Minister Nayab

Singh Saini an-

nounced a series
of initiatives to honowr the
legacy of Maharishi Kashyap
during the state-level cele-
bration of Maharishi
Kashyap Jayanti, held under
the  'Sant-Mahapurush
Vichar Samman and Prasar
Yojana' in Ladwa, Kuruk-
shetra.

Inasignificant tribute, the
Chief Minister declared that
a government institution in
Haryana will be named after
Maharishi Kashyap, Addi-
tionally, he announced a
grantof %21 lakh eachfor the
expansion of Kashyap Rajput
Dharamshalas at the pil-
grimage sites of Kurukshetra
and Kapal Mochan. He fur-
therrevealed thata square in
Ladwa would be named in
honour of Maharishi
Knshvap, and a plot would be
allocated—subject to feasi-
bility—for the construction of
a Kashyap Rajput
Dharamshala in Ladwa, Ku-
rukshetra, or Indri.

Describing Maharishi
Kashyap as a symbol of In-
dian culture and \p]rmm]
wisdom, Saini said, “Munitaj

Army launches
first FM radio
station in
Uttarakhand

The objective of
the initiative is to
create goodwill
between the In-
dian Army and
people of the
border areas,
said Manish Sing-
hal, manager of
the radio station.

Pithoragarh
The first FM radio station
operated by the Indian
Army in Pithoragarh dis-
trict of Uttarakhand was
inangurated on Friday hy
General Officer Com-
manding (GOC) of Army's
Central Command
Anindya Sengupta.

The objective of the ini-
tiative is to create good-
will between the Indian
Army and people of the
border areas, said Manish
Singhal, manager of the
radio station.

He said that the com-
munity radio station be-
ing operated under 'Op-

Kashyap pnmdml anew di-

rection to human civiliza-
tion through his wisdom,
penance, and scholarly
works. Texts such as the Sm-
riti. Granth and Kashyap
Sambita continue to guide
society. His inspirational
legacy will always illuminate
the path for humanity.”

The Chief Minister paic
homage to the historical con-
tributions of the Kashyap

community, dating back to
the Ramayana era, citing ex-

Minister referred to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s

amples suchas King Nishad,  strong stance against terror-
who aided Lord Shii Ram-  ism, asserting that the Indi-
chandraduringhisexile He an Armed Forees, supported
also highlighted the com- bv modLm telenlugv, had
munity’s icipation inthe ded to

freedom movement and its
continued role in nation-
building by upholding the
ideals of Maharishi Kashyap.

Touching upon the recent
Operation Sindoor, the Chief

threats, sendmg a clear mes-
sage to both terrorists and
their supporters in Pakistan.
Saini expressed confidence
that the Kashyap commmni-
ty would contribute signifi-

cantlyto achieving the Prime
Minister’s vision of trans-
forming India into a devel-
oped nation. global leader,

last general elections, which
helped the government se-
curea third consecutive term.

Presiding over the func-

and cultural superpower by ti(m 'VILA Ramkumar
2047. He reil d the state d the Chief
government’s commitment Mmm'er and highlighted the
topromoting the teachingsof  historical and spiritual con-
spiritual ﬁ,gm'tsﬂlmugh m\- tributions of the Kashyap
tiatives such ity. He ioned
hapurusha Samman V'uhar figures such as Raja Nishad,
Prasar Yojana. Bhakt Prahlad, and Bhai

He also ontlined various ~ Himmat Singh Kashyap—
measures taken by the gov-  one ofthe Panj Pyare of Guru
ernmentfor the welfarcofthe  Gobind Singh Ji—as exem-

underprivileged, including
increasing the ereamy layer
income limit for backward
classes from 6 lakh to 38§
lakh annually and providing
27% reservation in educa-
tional institutions for these
communities. Emphasizing
the principle of Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Prayas,
he noted that the govern-
ment had worked consis-
tently to uplift the poorest
over the past ten and a half

years,

Saini highlighted progress
on the promises made in the
party’s Sankalp Patra, stating
that 19 commitments had
already been fulfilled and
the remaining 9o would be
addressed soon. He ac-
knowledged the Kashyap
community’s support in the

plars of the community’s
legacy.

Haryana Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Kr-
ishan Kumar Bedi lauded
the government's efforts to
uplift the marginalized, not-
ing that the current adrin-
istration is committed to the
spirit of Antyodaya. He
praised Chief Minister Saini
as aleader who remains ac-
cessible to the people and
thanked him for participating
in the Kashyap Javanti cele-
bration.

Several other dignitaries,
inclnding MLA Jagmohan

former minister Sub-
hash Sudha, BJP District
President Tejinder Goldy,
and various community rep-
resentatives, were also pres-
entat the event.

24x7 control room to be set up at SDM office
Mandi for Monsoon emergencies: Rupinder Kaur

In aproactive move ahead
of the monsoon season, the
Mandi sub-division ad-
ministration has initiated
comprehensive prepara-
tions to tackle potential
disasters. As part of these
efforts, a 24x7 control
room will soon be estah-
lished at the SDM office in
Mandi to provide emer-
gency assistance and
weather-related updates to
the public.

SDM Mandi Rupinder
Kaur announced the ini-
Hative during a virtual re-
view meeting held to assess
monsoon preparedness.
The meeting saw partici-
pation from senior officials
of the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAT),

Public Works Department
(PWD), Jal Shakti Depart-
‘ment, Health Department,

Electnmv Board, Revenue
Department, Disaster Man-
agement Authority, and the

Punjab Govt approves sweeping
amendments to property regulatlons

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

In a significant move to
streamline property trans-
actions and boost state fi-
nances, the Punjab Cabinet,
headed by Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann, has
approved a crucial amend-
ment to the Punjab Man-
agement and Transfer of
Municipal Properties Rules,
2021. The decision was tak-
enduring a Councl of Min-
isters meeting held at the
Chief Minister’s official res-
ulence on Friday.

In another significant
devel the Cabi-

3
moveis intended to regulate
tutu.re _promotions and

eration Sadbhavana' has
been named 'Panchshul
Pulse' and will be broad-
caston 88.4 FM.

The station manager
said the radio station is
being operated from the
Army Public School of
the 'Panchshul Brigade' of
the Indian Army and peo-
ple within a radius of 12
km from the radio station
can listen to it.

The programmes will
pay specal attention to
the local history, culture,
society and occupations
of people of the border ar-
eas such as agriculture,
horticulture,

It will also have focus
on raising awareness
aware of the achieve-
ments of martyrs, brave
soldiers, sportspersons
and people who have
worked in the social and
cultural sectors, Singhal
said.

toa
sonfrom the Chief Minister's
Office, the amendment re-
duces the time period for de-
positing the sale puue h)

net sanctioned Rs 5
crore to the Punjab In-
novation Mission, This
fund all isaimed

s
Urban luuxl Bodnes ﬁ'um
the earlier provision of six
half-yearly installmentsto a
single payment witlin six
months (180 days) [rom the
date of allotment. This
change s expected to accel-
erate revenue realization for
urban local bodies, strength-
en municipal finances, and
reduce legal disputes arising
from delayed payments,
thereby providing greater
convenience to the public.

Inanother significant de-
velopment, the Cabinet
sanctioned Rs 5 crore to the
Punjab Innovation Mission.
‘This fund allocation is aimed
at fostering entrepreneur-
ship and leveraging Pun-
jab's growth potential by de-
veloping the state as a vi-

at fostering entrepre-
neurship and leveraging
Punjab’s growth poten-
tial by developing the
state as a vibrant indus-
trial hub.

brant industrial hub. 'Ehc
Mission has been

service matters
for this group, ensuring clar-
ity and structure in their ca-
reer progression,

The Cabinet also gave its
consent to the Punjab Ap-
propriation Acts (Repeal)
Bill, 2025, following recom-
mendations by the Group of
Secretaries  committee
tasked with reviewing re-
dundant laws. The bill aims
to repeal expired appropri-
ation acts that authorized
departmental expenditures
from the Consolidated Fund

Police Department.

SDM Kaur instructed all
departments to ensure the
availability of essential re-
sources in advance, Em-
phasizing the importance
of readiness, she directed
NHAI and the PWD to
identify landslide-prone ar-
eas and deploy the neces-
sary machinery and man-
power accordingly. The
PWD was specifically asked
to station JCBs and other
critical equipment at des-
ignated locations.

The SDM also urged
NHAI to complete repair
work in vulnerable stretch-
es between Mandi and
Pandoh to prevent road
blockages on the four-lane
highway during the mon-
soon. In ahid to strength-
en disaster management,

she announced plans for
public awareness cam-
paigns in collaboration
with Panchayat represen-
tatives and voluntary or-
ganizations.

“It is erucial to educate
the general public about
safety precautions during
the monsoon to minimize
the risk to life and proper-
tv,” said SDM Rupinder
Kaur. “This control room
will serve as a vital com-
munication hub for citi-
zens seeking help or infor-
mation during emergen-
cies.”

With the monsoon ap-
proaching, the Mandi ad-
ministration is committed
to ensuring public safety
through coordinated ef-
forts and efficient resource
management.

49 killed in rain-related
incidents across UP

Lucknow (UP.
At least 49 people died
across Uttar Pradesh due
to various rain and storm-
related incidents between
8 pmon May 21 to 4 pm
on May 22, according to a
report of the Integrated
Disaster Coutrul Centre,
Relief C i *s Of-

—a—;.xic-;r

lences on the deaths due
to storm, rain and cy-
clone in the state, calling
it extremely sad.

In a statement issued
here on Friday, the SP
said, "Shri Akhilesh Ya-
day expressed condo-
lences to the families of
the ased and said

fice, Lucknow.

The state experienced
strong winds accompa-
nied by heavy rainfall in
most parts of the districts
onthe night of May 21-20.

The fatalities, primari-
ly caused by falling of
trees, collapsing of walls
and roofs, and lightning
strikes, have been report-
ed from numerous dis-
tricts across the state.

As per the information
provided by the Relief
Commissioner's Office,
five persons each were
killed in Kasganj and
Fatehpur districts. Four
deaths each were report-
ed from Meerut and Au-
raiya districts while three
persons each were killed
in Bulandshahr, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Kannauj,
Kanpur Nagar and Etah.

Two deaths each caused
by rain-related incidents
were reported from
Ghaziabad, Firozabad,
Etawah and Kanpur De-
hat. In Aligarh, Hathras,
Chitrakoot, Ambedkar
Nagar, Amethi, Ayodhya,
Azamgarh and Unnao one
death each was reported.

The Relief Commis
sioner's Office has di-
rected district officials to
provide assistance and
an ex-gratia amount to
the family members of
the deceased.

Meanwhile, Samajwa-
di Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav expressed condo-

that the government
should immediately com-
pensate the affected fam-
ilies and help them in
other ways.”

Yadav said that in the
last three days, lakhs of
people were affected by
storms and rain in dozens
of districts of the state,
Dozens of houses col-
lapsed. Waterlogging oc-
curred at many place
cluding the chief minis-
ter's home district of
Gorakhpur, the statement
added.

The SP chief also said
that the government
should not make an-
nouncements on paper.
It should really help the
families affected by
storms, he said.

The SP chief alleged in
the statement, "The BJP
government is an expert
in making false an-
nouticenients. This gov-
ernment has not fulfilled
the previous promises
made to the public.

"During various disas-
ters, this government did
make announcements but
the farmers and victims
did not get help on the
ground. Ina democracy, it
is the responsibility of the
government to work for
public interest and public
welfare but the BJP gov-
ernment always diserinm-
inates. It ignores farm-
ers, the poor and the vie-

e

Agra DM leads eco-focused district talks

Akash Jain
a
A comprehensive review
and planning meeting en-
compassing four key dis-
trict-level environmental
committees—the District
Environment Committee,
District Tree Plantation
Committee, District Wet-
land Committee, and Dis-
trict Ganga Committee—
was convened at the Col-
lectorate Auditorium un-
der the chairmanship of
District Magistrate Mr.
Arvind Mallappa Bangari.

The meeting focused on in- &8 4
tensifying environmental —must be regularly updat-  Division Office within a
efforts in the Agra district  ed. week. These action plans
and aligning them with The meeting also took  should include specifics of
both state and national en- ~ stock of the ongoing com-  site selection and prelimi-
vironmental mandates. pliance with directives from  nary activities such as pit
In his opening remarks, the National Green Tribu-  digging under the upcom-
District Magistrate Bangari  nal (NGT). ']Zherc was anm- ing 2025-26 plautation tar-
emphasized the i depth di gets, Highlighting the need
of ensuring the survival of  key environmental issues for ecological enhancement
saplings to be planted dur-  such as solid waste man-  around livestock shelters,

ing the 2024-25 planta-
tion season. Heissued firm
instructions to all con-
cerned departments toim-
plement protective meas-
ures, regular irrigation, and

i i for

for its critical role in gener-
ating employment, attract-
ing investments, and pro-
pelling the oyerall econom-
ic growth of Punjab.
Additionally, the Cabinet
approved the framing of
service rules for officers and
employees serving in the
207 Specially Promoted
Cadre of the Punjab Police,
particularly those elevated
from the sports quota. This

ofthe State. Officials dlarified
that repealing these acts will
not affect any valid past or
pending actions carried out
under their authority.
These decisions collec-
tively underscore the Punjab
government’s commitment
to enhancing administra-
tive efficiency, promoting
economic growth, and im-
proving governance mecha-
nisms across the state.

the planted saplings. To
streamline monitoring, he
directed that each depart-
ment should designate a
nodal officer specifically re-
sponsible for overseeing the
plantation initiatives. These
officers are required to
maintain detailed, site-gpe-
cific plantation registers,
recording the species of
saplings planted as well as
the survival count, which

agement, pollution con-
trol—both air and water—
and forest conservation.
‘The District Magistrate un-
derlined the need fortime-
Iy and effective implemen-
tation of NGT orders by all
involved departments, re-
iterating the administra-
tion's commitment to sus-
tainable environmental
governance:

As part of preparations
for the large-scale planta-
tion drive schediled for the
monsoon season of 2025,
Mr. Bangari instructed all
departments to submit de-
tailed plantation action
plans to the Secial Forestry

he specifically instructed
the Chief Veterinary Officer
to ensure the planting of
shade-providing trees near
cow shelters.

Providing further details,
Mr. Adarsh Kumar, Divi-
sional Director of the Social
Forestry Division, shared
that the plantation cam-
paign is being executed in
alignment with the Chief
Minister's ambitious vision
of planting 350 million
saplings across Uttar
Pradesh. He called upon
all departments, public rep-
tesentatives, and the gen-
eral public to contribute
actively to the success of

this statewide green initia-
tive,

In the segment dedicated
to the District Ganga Com-
mittee, the meeting focused
on strategies for the con-
servation and rejuvenation
of the Ganga River and its
tributaries flowing through
Agra. A multi-pronged ap-
proach was discussed, cen-
tering on educational out-
teach, community involve-
ment, and ecological
restoration. Itwas decided
that schools, colleges, and
social organizations would
be roped in for awareness
drives, educational cam-
paigns, and dialogue ses-
sions emphasizing the in-
portance of water conser-
vation and biodiversity.

Special focus was given to
the revival of Agra's local
rivers—namely the Kibar,
Khari, Karban, and Pawarti
rivers. Participants con-
cuired that maintaining the
natural flow of these tribu-
taries, preventing pollution,
enhancing green cover
along their banks; and en-
suring community engage-
ment would serve as the
cornerstones of the rejuve-
nation campaign.

All members present at
the meeting underscored
the critical role of these
tributaries in upholding
both the ecological balance
and eultural heritage of the
region. They unanimously
agreed that a holistic and
persistent effort is required
to safeguard these lifelines
for future generations.




Josh Hazlewood
likely to join RCB
squad ahead of
the IPL 2025
playoffs

New Delhi:
Right-arm seamer Josh
Hazlewood is firm-

ing to return to Royal
Chall B il
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Surfing Federation of India confirms
6th edition of Indian Open of Surfing

Mangaluru:
The Indian Open

of Surfing (I0S),

the second stop

in the National Surfing
Ch ionship series, is

ru (RCB) for the In-
dian Premier League
(IPL) 2025 playoffs
after coming through
a period of rehab on a
shoulder niggle back in
Australia, as reported
by ESPNericinfo.

The fast bowler flew
back to Australia dur-
ing the hiatus, and
since then, he has been
training in Brisbane for
the upcoming World
“Test Championship final
against South Africa.

Hazlewood, who
missed RCB's last IPL
2025 clash, which was
against the five-time
champions Chennai
Super Kings, is the
fourth-highest wick-
et-taker in the ongoing
18th edition of the cash-
rich league with 18 wick-
ets in 10 matches at an
average of 17.28.

RCB have been in
strong form this season,
winning eight of their 11
matches so far. They will
face Sunrisers Hydera-
bad in Lucknow on Fri-
day before concluding
their league campaign
against Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG). A top-two
finish remains within
reach, and the team will
hope the new additions
can provide timely rein-
forcements.

Earlier, the venues
for the playoffs of the
18th season of the In-
dian Premier League
were unveiled on Tues-
day. According to the
latest schedule, Qualifier
1 will be hosted in New
Chandigarh on May 29,
featuring the top two-
ranked sides, followed
by an engrossing Elimi-
nator clash on May 30.

Along with the New

PCA  Stadium, Ah-
medabad's ~ Narendra
Modi  Stadium, the

world's largest cricket
stadium, will serve as
the venue for an elec-
trifying Qualifier 2 on
June 1 and the grand fi-
nal of the 18th edition of
the cash-rich league on
June 3.

Royal Challengers
Bengaluru  Squad: Ja-
cob Bethell, Virat Kohli,
Mayank Agarawal, Ra-
jat Patidar (c), Jitesh
Sharma (wk), Tim Da-
vid, Romario Shep-
herd, Krunal Pandya,
Bhuvneshwar ~ Kumar,
Blessing Mugzaraba-
ni, Yash Dayal, Suyash
Sharma, Rasikh Dar
Salam, Manoj Bhand-
age, Liam Livingstone,
Swapnil Singh, Phil-
ip Salt, Mohit Rathee,
Swastik Chikara, Ab-
hinandan Singh, Josh
Hazlewood, Nuwan
Thushara.

set to return for its sixth
edition. The event was
recently announced by
the Surfing Federation
of India (SF1), the gov-
erning body for Surfing
and Stand-Up Paddling
in the country, accord-
ing to a release from SFL.

Recognized by the
International  Surfing
Association, this pres-
tigious national compe-
tition will be hosted %y
the Mantra Surf Club
and organized by the
Surfing Swami Foun-
dation. Set against the
scenic backdrop of Sasi-
hithlu Beach in Man-
galore, Karnataka, the
event will take place
from May 30 to June 1,
2025.

The three-day pre-
mier surfing competi-
tion will witness par-
ticipation from India's
top-ranked surfers in
four categories: Men's
Open, Women's Open,
Groms (U-16) Boys and
Groms (U-16) Girls.Fol-
lowing the International
Surfing Festival Kerala
Varkala 2025, held in
April, the Indian Open

e Tt T S
of Surfing (10S) serves
as the second stop in
the National Champion-

ship Series.

This highly competi-
tive event showeases in-
tense action and fierce
rivalry between surfers
from the east and west
coasts of India. Each
event in the series car-
ries crucial ranking
points that determine
the surfers' standings at
the end of the season.

Last  year, India
earned its first-ever

surfing quotas for a
multisport event, se-
curing two spots for the
2026 Asian Games at
the Asian Surf Cham-
pionship 2024 in the
Maldives - a milestone
that marks a new era for
surfing in the country.
The current edition
of the Indian Open of
Surfing holds significant
importance, as it offers
athletes the opportuni-
ty to boost their rank-
ings and enhance their
chances of qualifying for

IPL 2025 Fever Comes to Agra - Fan Park
to be Held at GIC Ground on May 24 & 25

Akash Jain i

ra:

Cricket fans in Agra
have reason to cele-
brate as TATA IPL 2025
is all set to break all pre-
vious records, promis-
ing to be bigger, more
passionate, and more
entertaining than ever
before. A major part of
this excitement is the
IPL Fan Park, which
will be grander, more
energetic, and more en-
gaging this season.

Organized by the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI),
this unique initiative
will be held across 50
cities in India, and
Agra is proud to be
one of them. The city's
cricket enthusiasts wi

GIC Ground, Agra on
May 24 and 25, where
they can enjoy live
matches on a’ giant
screen.

The Fan Park will
offer more than just
thrilling cricket action.
Fans can enjoy face
painting,  whistling,
cheering, music, crazy
stunts, and high-ener-

v entertamment. With
Tee entry, no fan will
be left out of this exhil-
arating experience.

Adding to the fun
will be music, official
IPL merchandise, food
stalls, exciting bever-
ages, and special ac-
tivities by IPLs official
sponsors, ensuring a
complete  entertain-

get the iolden oppor-
tunity to be part of the
Fan Park experience at

ICC announces match officials
for WTC final between
Australia, South Africa

Dubai:

Chris Gaffaney of New
Zealand and England's
Richard Mlingworth
have been announced as
on-field umpires for the
World Test Champion-
ship (WIC) final which
is set to take place at
Lord's from June 11 to 15
between Australia and
South Africa, as per the
ICC official website.

The highly anticipat-
ed clash will see South
Africa take on Australia
in the culmination of a
fiercely contested two-
year Test cycle for the
mace.

Tllingworth, who was
also part of the offici-
ating team in the 2021
and 2023 finals, con-
tinues his consistent
presence in marquee
Test matches. He is
also the current ICC
Umpire of the Year,
having won the David
Shepherd Trophy for

the fourth time in 2024.

Gaffaney had part-
nered with Illingworth
in officiating last year's
ICC Men's T20 World
Cup Final, and also offi-
ciated in the WTC 2023
Final between India
and Australia.

Tllingworth will be
making history in the
Ultimate Test, havin:
stood as an on-fiels
umpire for all three
World Test Champi-
onship Finals.

Richard  Kettlebor-
ough, also from Eng-
land, who has offici-
ated in the finals of
several marquee 1ICC
events, including the
Men's Cricket World
Cup and the Champi-
ons Trophy, has been
appointed as the TV
umpire, after having
played the same role
in the WIC 2021 Fi-
nal between India and
New Zealand.

ment p The goal
of the Fan Park is to
recreate a stadium-like
atmosphere so fans can

cheer for their favorite
teams in full spirit.
The event is beinﬁ
made possible witl
the key support of the
Agra District  Cricket
Association. Speaking
about the initiative,
Association  President
Sunil Joshan said, "We
are fully prepared to
offer Agra residents
an unforgettable IPL
experience. This year,
TPL fever will be at its
peak!"
Puran Dawar, Life
Member of the Agra
District Cricket As-
sociation and the
Uttar Pradesh Crick-
et Association, add-
ed, "Events like these
bring joy to local
cricket lovers and also
inspire the youth to
connect with the spir-
it of the game."

the Asian Surf Cham-
pionship, the qualifi-
er event for the 2026
Asian Games scheduled
later this year.

Arun Vasu, President,
Surfing Federation of
India, on the announce-
ment said, "We are
pleased to announce
the sixth edition of the
Indian Open of Surfing
- the premier surfing
event on the west coast
since its inception. In
2024, our surfers cre-
ated history by securing

ualification spots for
the Asian Games for the
first time, marking a sig-
nificant milestone that
has elevated the sport's
profile across the coun-
try. As we set our sights
on Aichi-Nagoya 2026,
the competition prom-
ises to be more intense
than ever."

Kishore Kumar, Har-
ish Muthu, Kamali P,
Ajeesh Ali, Srikanth D,
and Sanjay Sel i
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are among the top surf-
ers to watch at the Indian
Open of Surfing, follow-
ing their d er-
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formances at the Asian
Surfing  Championship
and the Maruhaba Cup
in 2024,

These athletes have
also secured multiple
national championship
titles in recent years. The
year 2024 was a land-
mark for Indian surfing,
with the national team
earning a 5th-place rank-
ing in Asia and making a
strong impression on the
international stage.

Rammohan Paranjape,
Vice President, SFI and
Director, Mantra Surf
Club said,, "The sixth
edition of the Indian
Open of Surfing stands
as a testament to the
dedication and success
of the previous editions.

Gill emerges frontrunner to be
India's new Test captain: Sources

) New Delhi:
Following Rohit Shar-
ma's retirement from
Test Cricket, right-hand
batter Shubman Gill is
likely to be named the
captain of the Indian
Cricket Team in the
longest format, as per
sources.

On May 7, Rohit
announced his retire-
ment from Test cricket
after a career spanning
67 Tests and 11 years,
ahead of the England
tour, kickstarting In-
dia's 1CC World Test
Championship 2025-
27 cycle from June 20
onwards.

He amassed 4,301
runs at an average of
40.57, with 12 centu-
ries and 18 fifties. His
highest score of 212
came during a mem-
orable home series
against South Africa
in 2019. He finishes
as India's 16th-highest
run-getter in the long-
est format.

After Rohit's depar-
ture, Shubman Gill
is the frontrunner to
lead the Indian side in
whites, whereas wick-
etkeeper-batter Rish-
abh Pant is the likely
choice as as his deputy.

Right-arm  seamer
Jasprit Bumrah was
also considered a po-
tential candidate for
the Test captaincy;

a0 L%
however, recurring in-
jury concerns in recent
times have diminished
his prospects. Anoth-
er name in contention
was middle-order bat-
ter KL Rahul, but at
33, his age is seen as
a limiting factor for a
long-term leadership
role.

The India A squad
for the tour to Eng-
land was announced
on May 16, with sever-
al notable players part
of the squad, includ-
ing Karun Nair, who
got the reward for an
extraordinary season
of domestic cricket.

As aKart of the tour,
India A will play two
first-class ~ matches
against the England
Lions at Canterbury
and Northampton
on May 30 and June
6, before concluding
their outing with an
intra-squad match
against Team India on
June 13 at Beckenham.

England's Ollie Pope ignores speculations
about his place ahead of India tour

Nottingham:
After scoring a ton
against Zimbabwe dur-
ing the ongoing one-off
Test, Ollie Pope dis-
missed the growing
speculation about his
axing from England's
squad in the upcoming
five high-stakes Tests
against India, scheduled
to begin from June 20.

Test captain  Ben
Stokes dropped a com-
pelling hint about in-
c]udinf young Jacob
Bethell in England's
squad, citing his im-
pressive run in New
Zealand last  year.
Bethell's inclusion
would likely come at
the expense of open-
er Zak Crawley or the
number three Pope,
who laboured for runs
during the three Tests
against the Blackeaps.

On the opening
day of the one-of
Test, Crawley crossed

"

™

the three-digit mark,
which eluded his bat
for the first time since
July 2023. After being
trapped by Sikandar
Raza in front of the
stumps, Crawley re-
turned with 124(71),
and then Pope took
centre stage with his
masterclass.

He struck handsome-
ly above a 100 strike

rate, defined the true
meaning of 'Bazball'
and stayed unbeaten
with 169 from 163 de-
liveries when umpires
decided to call the end
of the opening day's ac-

tion.

"Watching those two
[Duckett and Crawley]
score runs, you don't
want to be the one to
miss out, so it was nice

to get in the flow of
things early," Pope told
Sky Sports.

Aftersendingastrong
message in response to
his critics before the
squad announcement
for the India series,
Pope assured that he
knows where he stands
in the "hierarchy" and
ignores the media and
the speculations to en-
sure his "mental game"
remains unfazed.

"We have had some
good conversations,
and I know where I
stand within the hier-
archy, which is always
good. Communication
is really good. I have
learnt along the way
not to read too much in
the media, especially in
the lead-up to a series.
It doesn't help me. I try
to score as many runs
as I can and not let that
side impact my mental
game," he added.
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BY SUVEEN KUMAR

The more you can wait,
the more you can get.
Patience is nol an act
of foolishness but it is
the price you pay for a
true life. It can never
be a good competition
that how bad you can
be. God will listen to
you if you pray. You
are not responsible
for someone’s sorrow
only if you are not the
reason of someone’s
happiness. Fear makes
you do sin. It is respon-
sible for your bad fall.
People will never bring
fire to you if you are
not flammable. Letting
someone use you is not
a matter of greatness,
because one day if you
will need you, they will
refuseto give youtoyou,
and you will have to he%
them for your own self.
The reason you become
weak before someone
is because you give
your strength to them.
If you are bound to suf-
fer, you will suffer but

keep God on your side
even when you're suf-
fering. Suffering is not
a process that you can
do something about, it
is a result, and it has to
h %pen. A problem cre-
ated by a person can't
be solved by a person; it
requires God to solve it.
‘When it hurts too much,
cry out loud, call God’s
name but don’t go back
to the person who has
hurt you. The reason
you may not choose to
Eﬂm God when it hurts
ike hell because you
can’t see him but faith
is faith, He is there
even when you don’t
see Him. If you always
remember how sure
death is, you will never
forget how unsure the
life is.

Moral: Waiting can

be equally pinching
as working if you
don’t learn how to
wait!

Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have any suggestion
regarding our news-
paper or you have
any problem with
any government de-
partment, you may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline no- o0120-
4225517, 4241284 for
Delhi & Ghaziabad
(9582310372), for
Noida (9818999989),
Advertisement
(9818799941), Circula-
tion (08586925450)
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China criticizes
US ban on
Harvard's
international

students

Bangkok:

‘The Chinese govern-
ment said Friday that
the Trump adminis-
tration's move to ban
international students
from Harvard would
harm America's inter-
national standing, as
anxious students and
parents overseas fret-
ted over what would
come next.

Among the two larg-
esl parts of the inter-
national student com-
‘munily in Harvard are
Chinese and Indian
students. The univer-
sity enrolled 6,703 in-
ternational  students
across all of its schools
in 2024, according to
the school's data, with
1,203 of those from
China and 788 from
India.

The Trump admin-
istration's move, an-
nounced Thursday,
was a hot topic on
Chinese social me-
dia. State broadcast-
er CCTV questioned
whether the US
would remain a top
destination for for-
eign students, noling
Harvard was already
suing the US govern-
ment in court.

“But with the long
litigation period,
thousands of interna-
tional students may
have trouble waiting,”
the CCTV commen-
lary said.

It wenl on lo say
that it becomes nec-
essary for inlerna-
tional studenls to
consider other op-
tions “when policy
uncertainty becomes
the norm.”
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At least 60 people killed by Israeli strikes
in Gaza as Israel lets minimal aid in

Deir Al-Balah:

t least 60 people
A re killed by I
-aeli strikes acro:

Gaza in a 24-hour pe
od, Gaza's health minis-
try said Friday, as lsrael
pressed ahead with its
military offensive and
let in minimal aid to the
strip.

The dead included 10
people in the southern
city of Khan Younis,
four in the central town
of Deir al-Balah and
nine in the Jabaliya ref-
ugee camp in the north
according to the N
er, Al-Agsa and Al-Ahli
hospitals  where the
bodies were brought.

Israel is  facing
mounting international
critieism for its latest
offensive and pressure
to let aid into Gaza
amid a catastrophic hu-
manitarian crisis. The
strip has been under
an Israeli blockade for
nearly three months,
according to the United
Nations. Experts have
warned that many of
Gaza's 2 million resi-
dents are at high risk of

Bangladesh’s interim govt chief Yunus mulls resignation

Bdngladesh inter-
im government chief
Muhammad Yunus is
mulling resignation as
he is finding it difficult
ta work in view of po-
litical parties failing to
reach a common ground
to bring a change in the
country, according to a
media report.
Student-led National
Citizen Party chief Nhid
Islam was quoted by
BBC Bangla Service that
Yunus is apprehensive
over the evolving politi-

the  United
States, a staunch ally,
has voiced concerns

over the hunger crisis.
The strikes that last-
ed into Friday morning
came a day after Is-
raeli tanks and drones
attacked a hospital in
northern Gaza, lgmtmg
fires and causing ex-
tensive damage, Pal
tinian hospital offi
said on Thursday. Vid-

cal situation in the coun-
try and whether he will
be able to carry on with
his work.

eos taken by a health
official at Al-Awda Hos-
pital show walls blown
away and thick black
smoke billowing wreck-
age.

Israel said it will con-
tinue to strike Hamas
until all of the 58 Israe-
li hostages are released
— fewer than half of
whom are believed to
be alive, according to
Israel — and until Ha-
mas disarms.

“He (Yunus) said he is
thinking about it (resig-
nation). He feels that
the situation is such that

Suspect charged with
murder over deaths of
Israeli Embassy staffers
in Washington

The strikes come a
day after two Israeli
Embassy staffers were
shot while leaving a
reception for young
diplomats at the Capi

al Jewish Museum, in
Washington, DC. The
suspect told police he

it for Palestine,”
according to court doc-

he cannot work,” Islam
said on Thursday night
after he met with the
84-year-old leader.

Islam said he went
to meet Chief Advis-
er Yunus after hear-
ing throughout the day
about the speculation of
his resignation.

“Sir (Yunus) said, ‘If
1 can’t work.. 1 was
brought here after a
mass uprising to bring
change and reform to
the country. But in the
current situation, with
mounting pressure from

uments filed Thursday
as he was charged with
murder. He didn't enter
a plea.

On Thursday night,
Israel's Prime Minister
Benjamin ~ Netanyahu
called the Kkillings in
Washington horrif-
ic and blasted France,
the UK and Canada for
proposing to establish a
Palestinian state.

“Because by issu-
ing their demand, re-
plete with a threat of
sanctions against Isra-
el — against Israel, not
Hamas — these three
leaders effectively said
they want Hamas to re-
main in power,” he said.

Earlier this week the
three leaders issued one
of the most significant
criticisms by close al-
lies of Israel's handling
of the war in Gaza and
its actions in the West
Bank, threatening to
take “concrete actions”
if the government did
not cease its renewed
military offensive and
significantly lift restric-
tions on humanitarian
aid.

movements and the way
I'm being cornered, this
isn’t how I can work,” Is-
lam told the BBC Bangla.

Another media report
referring to unnamed
sources close to Yunus
said he actually threat-
ened to resign if political
parties do not give him
their backing and ex-
pressed his desire to quit
at a cabinet or advisory
council meeting earlier

id the other advis-
ers, effectively ministers,
however, persuaded him

Trump administration says
Columbia violated civil
rights of Jewish students

the civil rights of Jewish
students by “acting with

deliberate  indifference”
toward what it describes
as rampant antisemitism
on campus.

The finding was an-
nounced late Thursday by
the Health and Human
Services Department,
marking the latest blow
for an Ivy League school
already shaken by federal
cutbacks and sustained
government pressure to
crackdown on  student
speech.

It comes hours af-
ter the Department of
Homeland Security said
it would revoke Harvard
University's ability to enrol
international students, a
major escalation in the ad-

cipients from discrimina-
tion based on race, colour
or national origin. That
final category includes
"discrimination against in-
dividuals that is based on
their actal or perceived
Isracli or Jewish identity
or ancestry,” the press re-
lease states.

‘The announcement did
not include new sanctions
against Columbia, which
isalready facing USD 400
million in federal cuts
over what the Trump ad-
ministration describes as
its permissive approach
to antisemitism on cam-

s,

A spokesperson for Co-
lumbia said the universi-
ty is currently negotiat-
ing with the government
about a resolution to
those allegations.

“We understand this

ministration's t

finding i is part of our on-
with

attack on higher education.

The Health and Human
Services Department said
its Office of Civil Rights
had found Columbia in
violation of Title V1 of the
Civil Rights Act, which
blocks federal funding re-

not to do so.

Islam told the BBC
that he urged Yunus “to
stay strong for the sake
of the country’s security,
and future and to meet
the expectations of the
mass uprising” (and) 1
hope everyone will co-
operate with him™.

Islam, one of the key
coordinators of the Stu-
dents Against Discrimi-
nation (SAD), who pre-
viously served as one
three representatives
of the platform in the
interim government's

going

the government,” the
spokesperson said in an
email. “Columbia is deep-
ly committed to combat-
ting antisemitism and all
forms of harassment and
discrimination on our
campus.”

: Report

advisory council or
cabinet, quit his office
to lead the NCP that
emerged in February
this year visibly with
Yunus's blessings.

The SAD led the July
uprising last year forc-
ing the ouster of prime
minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's Awami League re-
gime on August 5, 2024.

Three days later
Yunus, a Nobel Peace
Prize winner for exper-
iment of microfinance,
flew from Paris to take
charge.

Sebi Mandates Digital
KYC Accessibility for
Persons with Disabilities

New Delhi:
Markets regulator Sebi
on Friday directed in-
termediaries to extend
their services enabling
digital accessibility to
persons with  disabili-
ties and also issued fre-
quently asked questions
(FAQs) explaining ac-
count opening by such
persons.

Sebi said that interme-
diaries will be guided by
FAQs on account open-
ing by persons with dis-
abilities.

In a circular, the reg-
ulator said it is "com-
mitted to the cause of
enabling equal access of
services of its registered
intermediaries to per-
sons with disabilities,
including persons with
visual impairments and

in order to make the dig-
ital KYC process inclu-
sive and accessible, FAQ
on Account opening by

ersons with disabilities

cen revised".

This FAQs are ap-
plicable to interme-
diaries establishing
account-based relation-
ships including mutual
funds.

Under the FAQs, Sebi
said the facility of online
or digital KYC can be ex-
tended to persons with
disability by adopting
accessibility standards.
On request of the client,
the intermediary should
extend their assistance
for video capturing in a
live environment to fa-
cilitate online or digital
KYC to persons with dis-
abilities.

India-UK FTA: Concerns Over UK
Firms Blddlng for Public Contracts

New Delhi:

The Congress on Friday
expressed concerns that
UK firms would be al-
lowed to bid for public
contracts of the govern-
ment in India that would
otherwise be open only
for domestic companies
as part of the India-UK
free trade agreement.

In a post on X, AICC
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said India had
stoutly resisted joining
the WTO's Agreement
on Government Pro-
curement for more than
30 years.

"But now it appears
that as part of the In-
dia-UK FTA (free trade
agreement), UK firms
will be allowed to bid for
public contracts floated
by the Union govern-
ment that would oth-
erwise have been open
only to Indian compa-
nies. Having opened this
window, US companies
also will be beneficiar-
ies," he said in his post.

As part of the FTA, In-
dia has agreed to allow
UK companies to partic-

ipate in public procure-
ment only in non-sensi-
tive sectors.

UK firms, however,
will not be allowed to
participate in procure-
ment by state govern-
ment entities and local
bodies.

UK-based  suppliers
will be allowed to bid for
domestic tenders above
the agreed threshold
(above Rs 200 crore) as
deemed Class 11 local
suppliers under public
pracurement.

The UK, for the first

time, has agreed to ac-
cord non-discriminato-
ry treatment to Indian
companies in its public
procurement system.
Under the UK's social
value law, its govern-
ment departments re-
quire public authorities

India's Forex
Reserves Drop
to $685.72

In a post on X, AICC

general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said
India had stoutly
resisted joining the
WTO's Agreement
on Government
Procurement for more

than 30 years.

to have regard to eco-
nomie, social and envi-
ronmental wellbeing in
connection with public
services contracts.

Earlier, India opened
the government pro-
curement segment in
the comprehensive
trade pact with the UAE.
Under that pact, UAE-
based firms are allowed
to participate in pro-
curement tenders worth
over Rs 200 crore.

In 2020, the govern-
ment modified public
procurement norms to
give maximum pref-
erence to companies
whose goods and ser-
vices have 50 per cent
or more local content to
promote 'Make in India’.

Six-member board to regulate payment systems: RBI notification

New Delhi:

RBI governor headed a

six-member Payments
Regulatory Board, in-
cluding three central
government nominees,
will regulate and super-
vise payment systems in
the country, according
to a central bank notifi-
cation.

The Payments Regu-
latory Board (PRB) will
replace the Board for
Regulation and Supervi-
sion of Payment and Set-
tlement System (BPSS).

The five-member
BPSS is also headed by
the RBI Governor but
does not include any

government  nominee.
The other members are
a deputy government
concerned and three di-

rectors from the Central
Board of the Reserve
Bank of India.

The Reserve Bank has

now notified 'Payments
Regulatory Board Regu-
lations, 2025'".

notification,

to the

other members of the
governor-headed  Pay-
ments Regulatory Board
(PRB) will be the Deputy
Governor in charge of
the Payment and Set-
tlement Systems, one
officer of the RBI to be
nominated by the Cen-
tral Board, and three
persons nominated by
the central government.
RBI Governor, Dep-
uty Governor and the
central bank official will
function as "ex officio"
members of the Board.
It further said the PRB
may invite persons with
experience in the fields
of payment and settle-

ment systems, infor-
mation technology, and
law to attend its meeting
either as permanent or
ad hoc invitees and the
Principal Legal Advis-
er of the RBI shall be a
permanent invitee to the
meetings.

The Payments Regu-
latory Board shall ordi-
narily meet at least twice
a year, the notification

Earlier, the govern-
ment had set up an
inter-ministerial com-
mittee headed by the
economic affairs secre-
tary to finalise amend-
ments to the Payment

and Settlement Systems
Act, 2007. In its draft
report, the panel sug-
gested the creation of an
independent regulator
Payments  Regulatory
Board to deal with pay-
ments-related issues.
The Reserve Bank of
India, in October 2018,
released its  'Dissent
Note' on the Inter-Min-
isterial Committee
for the finalisation of
Amendments to the Pay-
ment and Settlement
Systems Act, objecting
to the panel's recom-
mendation of having a
regulator for payment
systems outside the RBI.

Billion
India’s forex reserves
dropped  USD  4.888

billion to USD 685.729
billion for the week end-
ed May 16, the Reserve

Bank of India said on
Friday.

The overall reserves
jumped by USD 4.553
billien to USD 690.617
billion in the previous
reporting week. The
forex reserves touched
an all-time high of USD
704.885 billion in Sep-
tember 2024.

For the week ended
May 16, foreign curren-
cy assets, a major com-
ponent of the reserves,
increased by USD 279
million to USD 581.652
billion, the data released
on Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign cur-
rency assets include the
effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-
US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in
the foreign exchange re-
serves.

After the sharp USD
4.52 billion jump in
the previous reporting
week, the gold reserves
dropped by USD 5.121
billion to USD 81.217
billion during the week,
the RBI said.

The Special Draw-
ing Rights (SDRs) were
down by USD 43 million
to USD 18.49 billion, the
apex barnk said.

India's reserve posi-
tion with the IMF was
also down by USD 3 mil-
lion at USD 4.371 billion
in the reporting week,
the aj bank data
shows
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Kim Kardashian
robbery case nears
end as Paris court
prepares verdict

Paris
he robbery was over
'in minutes, the fall-

decade after rob-
bers stormed Kim Kardashi-

an's lixury residence and
tied her up at gunpoint, a
Paris court will decide the
verdict Friday in one of the
most audacious celebrity
heists in modern French his-
tory.

Nine men and a woman
stand aceused of carryving out
oraiding the crime during the
2016 Fashion Week, when
masked men dressed as po-
lice entered Kardashian's
Paris residence, bound her
with zipties and vanished
with $6 million in jewels.

After delivering final state-
ments in court, the defen-
dants were dismissed Friday
morning, with a verdict ex-
pected later in the day.

At the heart of the trial is
70-year-old Aomar Ait
Khedache, the alleged ring-
leader and a veteran of Paris’
criminal underwarld. Prose-
cutors have asked for a 10-
year sentence. His DNA,
foundon the zip-ties used to
bind Kardashian, cracked
open the case. Wiretaps cap-
tured him giving orders, re-

DT
cruiting accomplic
ranging to sell the diamonds
in Belgium. The loot was
never found.

Khedache claims he was
only afoot soldier. He blamed
a mysterious “X” or “Ben" —
someone prosecutors say
never existed. Khedache
asked for “a thousand par-
dons.” communicated via a

andar-

written note, according to
French media. Other defen-
dants also used their final
words to express remorse.

The accused became
known in France as “les pa-
pys braqueurs” — the grand-
parobbers.
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Alia Bhatt leaves for her Cannes

Alia Bhatt
J was spot-
ted at the
Mumbai In-
ternational
Airport in
the early
hours
o f
Fri-
day
morn-
ing as
she de-
parted
for her
much-
anticipat-
ed debut
at the on-
going

Cannes  Film

Mumbai
roducer Ramesh
Taurani teams up
once again with
veteran director
David Dhawan for their
latest venture, Hai Jawani
TohIshq Hona Hai—a ro-
mantic comedy that prom-
ises a generous dose of

Festival 2025.
The 'Highway' actress
was dressed in a casual

yet striking en-
The

semble

'Highway' actress

was dressed i

top as she entered the air-
port amid the media fren-

zy,

Alia looked beau-
tiful as she
comple-
ment-

nacasual g

yet striking ensemble which
included an oversized blazer,
blue baggy jeans and a white

tank top as she entered the air-

port amid the media frenzy.
Alia looked beautiful as she

complemente
with bl

sunglas
which
included an
oversized blazer, blue bag-
gy jeans and a white tank

humor, action, and heart.
The filmi, which was pro-
duced by Tips Films, stars
Varun Dhawan, Mrunal
Thakur, and Pooja Hegde.
The movie is anticipated
to be a multigenerational
hit when it opens in. the-
atres on April 10,
2026.
Film-

The

movie is antici-

pated to be

generational hit when it

opens in theatr

10, 2026. Filming is
presently taking place
in Scotland.

present-
ly taking
place in Scot-
land.

The makers shared a
poster with the film's
name and the release date
in their latest post on In-
stagram on May 23. The

d her look
ack
ses.

her
look
with black
sunglasses.

The recent appearance
of Alia at the airport, leav-

'Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona
Hai' featuring Varun
Dhawan to hit big screen
on April 10, 2026

caption read, "Double the
trouble, triple the fun!
Jab...'Hai Jawani toh Ishq
Hona Hai' hits cinemas on
10th April 2026"

Asource close to the de-
velopment said, “It's a
quirky title in syne with
the world that David
Dhawan is look-
ing to create
with Varun
a multi- Dhawan,
Mrunal
Thakur,
and
Sreelela.
It’s a fun
family
entertainer
with the love
triangle of the
trio at the center,
David Dhawan has cracked
a concept that's fresh and
original, and is confident
to recreate the magic of
comedies on the big screen
again.”

es on April

ing for Cannes, quashes
the rumours of her possi-
ble absence from the film
festival

Many [ndian celebrities,
including Anupam Kher,
Karan Johar, Aishwarya
Rai, Kiara Advani and oth-
ers, have already attended
the Cannes Film Festival
this year for their movie
sereenings and other pur-
poses.

The fans have been ea-
gerly waiting for the ac-
tress to make her Cannes
red carpet debut after she
wowed fans with her dress
at the Met Gala last year.

The 78th edition of the
Cannes Film Festival is
set to be held till A

2025,

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan
made a stunning appear-
ance on the red carpet at
the 78th Cannes Film Fes-

Hugh Jackman teases his
appearance in 'Avengers:
Doomsday' as 'Wolverine'

Washington
Men: Wolverine's
recentaddition to
Disney's Marvel
Cinematic Uni-
verse (MCU) has fans think-
ing about Hugh Jackman's
inclusion in the upcoming
film '"Avengers: Doomsday'.

The actor also teased
about his potential appear-
ance in the film, reported
Deadline.

Following his return to
the role (aka Logan) in last
year'’s Deadpool & Wolver-
ine, the Oscar nominee re-
cently assured he "actually”
has no news about whether

he'll clench his
again for Avengers: Dooms-
day.

"I really can't say much,
except when you say 'ap-
pear. more like dominate
and destroy every other
character--I'm kidding. Ire-

W once

ally have nothing to add,
andifI did, I'would find a re-
ally cool way to not say it, but
1 actually have nothing to
add," said Hugh Jackman as
quoted by Deadline.
Jackman made his debut
as Wolverine in 2000s X-
Men. He reprised the role in
Xa (2003),' X-Men: The Last
Stand' (2006), 'X-Men Ori-
gins: Wolverine' (2009), The
Wolverine' (2013), ‘Logan’
(2017) and 'Deadpool &
Wolverine' (2024).
According to Deadline, ac-
tress Hulle Berry has previ-
shut down any hope of
her inclusion as 'Storm' in

Meanwhile, Patrick Stew-
art (Professor X), lan McK-
ellen (Magneto), Alan Cuni-
ming (Nighterawler) Rebec-
ca Romijn (Mystique) and
James Marsden (Cyclops)
areset to return in the film.

debut, quashes rumours of
absence from film festival

tival
The actress, who im-
pressed fans earlier with
her traditional Banarasi
sari look, returned in a
bold, black couture gown
by Indian designer Gaurav
Gupta on Thursday.
Aishwarya's gown, titled
‘Heiress of Clam’, was a
custom-made piece from
Gaurav Gupta Couture.
The body-fitted gown
was hand-embroidered in
shades of silver, gold.
charcoal, and black.
Adding more to her dra-
matic look, the actress
completed her Jook with a
Banarasi brocade cape,
handwoven in Varanasi.
The cape stood out not
just for its rich texture but
also because it was in-
scribed with a Sanskrit
shloka from the Bhagavad
Gita.

Kartik Aaryan
begins shooting
for "Tu Meri
Main Tera, Main
Tera Tu Meri'

Mumbai
ollywood heart-
throb Kartik

Aaryan has offi-

cially kick-started
the shoot of his next big film
titled “Tu Meri Main Tera,
Main Tera Tu Merni", under
the banner of Dharma Pro-
ductions and Namah Pic-
tures. The announcement
came with two captivating
behind-the-scenes images
that have already taken social
media by storm.

In e first image, Kartik is
seen in a rugged, sun-kissed
look, wearing a sleeveless
beige vest, layered with a
simple chain and beaded
bracelets. He poses coolly
against a scenic European
backdrop—possibly Croat-
ia—while a clapboand reading
“Mahurat” is held beside him.
The film is directed by
Sameer Vidwans and lensed
by acclaimed cinematogra-
pher Anil Mehta. The casual-
yet-intense look hints at a
fresh and charming character
arc for Kartik.

The second image caphures
a cinematic moment as a
plane flies overhead with a
clapboard reading Scene No.
18 MOS and Shot No. 1, in-
dicating a silent (MOS- Mit
Out Sound) sequence. The
blue sky and distant city sky-
line suggest the film may
blend romance with a trave-
logue-like feel.

Interestingly, this marks
another collaboration be-
tween Kartik Aaryan and di-
rector Sameer Vidwans after
their successful outing with
Satvaprem Ki Katha. The
hemistry on set seems
‘promising once again.

Michael Jackson biopic
'Michael' delayed, likely
to release in 2026

Washington

he Michael Jack-

son biopic titled

‘Michael' release

dite is expected to
be delayed to 2026, repoited
Variety. It is being directed by
Antoine Fuqua.

During Lionsgate's Q4
2025 earnings call, CEO Jon
Feltheirer shared an update
on the film starring Jack-
son's nephiew Jaafar Jackson,
who makes his screen debut
in the project.

"Inregard to our Michael
Jackson biopic, we're excited
about the 3 1/2 hours of
amazing footage from pro-
ducer Graham King and di-
rector Antoine Fuqua, and we
will be announcing a defini-
tive reledse strategy & timing
in the next few weeks. Twould
note that it is likely we will
move Michael' out of the fis-
cal year which will impact fis-
cal '26 fAnancial results but
will bolsteran already strong
fiscal slate,”  said
Feltheimer as quoted by Va-

Tiety.
00

-

The fiscal calendar ends on

March 31, 2026, so
Feltheimer's statement indi-
cates that the film (or films)
willlikely debut after April 1,
2026.

Last month, Variety re-
ported that the film would
likely be split into two parts
and be pushed from the ini-
tially announced release date
of Oct. 3, 2025.

As per Feltheimer's state-
ment, the film s likely to de-
butafter April 1, 2026, as the
fiscal calendar of 2026 ends
on March 31.





