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17 killed in Hyderabad fire,
PM Modi condoles deaths

B The building housed jewellery shops on the ground floor and people were residing in

a flat above, police said adding smoke spread and people suffocated.

Hyderabad _

blaze triggered
by a suspected
short circuit in a

bulld.mg near the icon-

Charminar here on
Sunday killed 17 people,
including eight children,
belonging to an extend-
ed family.

The fire broke out at
a building in Gulzar
House here, police said.

“All 17 who were shift-
ed to hospitals were
brought dead,” a senior
police official said.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi expressed
anguish over the loss
of lives and announced
ex-gratia.

A narrow staircase was
the only escape route for
the inmates of the build-
ing, but they could not
rush out. a Fire Depart-
ment official said.

The building housed
jewellery shops on the
ground floor and people
were residing in a flat
above, police said add-
ing smoke spread and
people suffocated.

AIMIM chief and Hy-
derabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi  told reporters

that the family has been
residing there for 125
years, indicating that
generations from the
articular family have
Eeen living there for
over a century.

The family is said to be
running a jewellery shop
in the city.

“Now only two mem-
bers of the family are left.
I want to offer my condo-
lences. 1 was informed

by DG Fire Services that
most of the deaths hap-
pened due to asphyxia-
tion and fumes...let the
report come, it is very
painful,” he said.

Hyderabad Police
Commissioner  C
Anand said that most of
the buildings, including
the one that caught fire,
at Gulzar House and
surrounding areas are of
100 to 200 years old.

Op Sindoor post lands
Ashoka Unlver51ty prof in jail

)
head of the politi-
cal science depart-

ment, Ali Khan Mahmu-
dabad, was arrested on
Sunday after two FIRs
were lodged on strin-
gent charges, including
endangering sovereignty
and integrity, for his so-
cial media posts related
to Operation Sindoor,
police and his lawyer
said.

The arrest comes days
after the Haryana State
Commission for Women
sent a notice to the asso-
ciate professor question-
ing his remarks, though
Mahmudabad had
maintained that they
were  “misunderstood”
and asserted that he had
exercised his fundamen-
tal right to freedom of
speech.

“Ali Khan Mahmud-
abad has been arrest-
ed in Delhi,” Assistant
o A
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of Police,
Rai, Ajeet Singh said
over phone, adding the
action came in connec-

tion with some com-
ments related to Opera-
tion Sindoor.

Deputy Commission-

er of Police Narender
Kadyan said two FIRs
were lodged at the Rai
police station here —one

based on a complaint
from the chairperson of
Haryana State Commis-
sion for Women, Renu
Bhatia, and the other on
the complaint of a vil-
lage sarpanch.

“On the Commission
chairperson’s complaint,
the FIR has been lodged
against Professor Ali of
Ashoka University under
BNS sections 152 (acts
endangering sovereignty

HIGHLIGHT

® |n a statement, the
Ashoka University said
it was trying to ascer-
tain details of the case
and will continue to
cooperate  with the
police and local au-
thorities in the investi-
gation.

or unity and integrity of
India), 353 (statements
conducing to  public
mischief), 79 (deliber-
ate actions aimed at in-
sulting the modesty of
a woman) and 196 (1)
(promoting enmity be-
tween different groups
on grounds of religion),”
Kadyan told reporters
here.

“He has been arrested
today...Two FIRs have
been registered at the
Rai police station,” he
said, adding police will
seek remand of Ali on
the basis of a complaint
of the Commission.

According to the DCP

Telangana State Dis-
aster Response and Fire
Services Director Gen-
eral Y Nagi Reddy, who
inspected the spot, told
reporters that the fire
was reported between 6-
6.15 am.

During the rescue op-
eration, one Fire official
was also injured and ad-
mitted to hospital.

There was a call to the
fire department al 6.16

am and the fire engine
was turned out at 6.17
AM, he said.

There were shops on
the ground floor while
the first and second
floors were residential
spaces, he said.

“Prima-facie cause of
the fire is short circuit in
the mains in the shop-
ping area,” Reddy said,
adding the victims were
sleeping when the fire
broke out.

A total of 21 people
were in the building
when the fire erupted,
and of them 17 were
shifted to hospitals by
the fire department in
an unconscious state.

There was only one
escape roule, the stair-
case, which was very
narrow and the inmates
could not run to safety,
he said.

Telangana Fire De-
partment in a statement
said the fire broke out on
the Ground floor ( G+2
building) and spread to
the floors above.

In a post on ‘X', PM
Modi expressed con-
doled the deaths.
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Pak was developing Haryana
YouTuber as ‘asset’: Cops

Chandigarh

i intelli-
Pgence operatives
were  developing
Haryana YouTuber Jyo-
ti Malhotra, who was
arrested on espionage
charges, as an asset, a
senior Haryana police
officer claimed on Sun-

day.

She was allegedly in
touch with a Pakistani
officer posted at the Pa-
kistan High Commission
in New Delhi during the
four-day military con-
flict between India and
Pakistan that followed
the April 22 terror attack
in Pahalgam, the officer
said.

Hisar Superintendent
of Police Shashank Ku-
mar Sawan said Mal-
hotra did not have any
direct access to any
information related to
the military or defence
operations which could
be said at this stage that
she could have shared.

But she was directly in

touch with PIOs, he said
addressing  mediaper-
sons in Hisar, Haryana.

“Certainly, they were
developing her as an
asset. She was in touch
with other YouTube
influencers. They were
also in touch with
PI0s,” the SP said.
“This is also (a kind
of) warfare, in which
they try to push their
narrative by recruiting
influencers,” he said.

Hisar-based Mal-
hotra (33). who runs
a YouTube channel,
“Travel with JO', was
arrested from New Ag-
garsain Extension on
Friday, they said.

She has been booked
under relevant sections
of the Official Secrets
Act and the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, police
said.

She was sent Lo a five-
day police remand after
being produced before
the court on Saturday.

Agencey

BrahMos destroyed Pakistan’s
air bases, says Amit Shah

Ahmeddbdd

nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah
said on Sunday

that indigenously devel-
oped BrahMos missiles
destroyed Pakistani air
bases while its air de-
fence system, borrowed
from China, remained
unused, during Opera-
tion Sindoor, which ex-
posed its lies on terror-
ism to the world.
Addressing a function
here, Shah said while
surgical sirikes and
the airstrike in the past
were limited to the Paki-
stan-occupied-Kashmir
(PoK), India penetrated
100 km inside Pakistan's
border under Operation
Sindoor and_eliminated
terrorists and their hubs.
“As our indigenously
developed BrahMos (su-
personic cruise missile
system) worked to de-
stroy Pakistan’s air bas-
es, its own air defence
system, borrowed from
China, remained unused.

ISRO’s 101st mission fails due to pressure issue

Srikarikota
ndian Space Re-
I search Organisa-
tion’s 101st mission
from  Sriharikota, an
earth observation satel-
lite onboard the agency’s
trusted Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV)
rocket, could not be ac-
complished on Sunday
following a pressure is-
sue in the third stage of
the launch vehicle, the
space agency said.
Although  the Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) made a textbook
lift-off at the prefixed
time of 5.59 am, the mis-
sion objectives, however,
could not be achieved.
“Today we targeted the
101st launch from Sri-
harikota, the PSLV-Cé61
EOS-09 mission. The
PSLV is a four-stage

vehicle and ltlﬁ to the
second stage, the perfor-
mance was normal. The
third stage motor start-
ed perfectly but during
the functioning of the
third stage we are seeing
an observation and the
mission could not be ac-
complished,” Narayanan
said.

The third stage is a
solid motor system.

“..and the motor pres-
sure—there was a fall in
the chamber pressure
of the motor case and
the mission could not be
accomplished. We are
studying the entire per-
formance, we shall come
back at the earliest,”
Narayanan said post the
unsuccessful launch.

The outcome of Sun-
day’s launch would have
come as a surprise to

m;ny, since PSLV has
emerged to be the most
reliable launch vehicle of

Post lift-off, even till
the second stage sep-
aration from the four-
stage rocket, it was an-
nounced at the Mission
Control Centre that they

were being tracked by
other centres of ISRO
located in various parts
of the country.
According to the data
shared by the Indian
Space Research Organ-
isation (ISRO), the PS1

(first stage) separation
was scheduled for 111.64

seconds after lift-off, but
it was achieved at 110
seconds.

Further, the second
stage ignition of the
rocket was targeted to
be achieved at 111.84
seconds, but the process
occurred al 110.2 sec-
onds leaving a marginal
difference.

Similarly, the PS2
(second stage) sepa-
ration was targeted at
264.34 seconds but it
took place at 261.8 sec-
onds.

Although things were
proceeding on expected
lines, as understood by
the regular announce-
ments by the scientists
over the progress of the
mission, it was after
reaching the third stage
that a gliteh surfaced.
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“Our Air Force carried
out precise attacks and
inflicted heavy damage
on many places in P:
stan which were consid-
ered impregnable. Op-
eration Sindoor will be
written in golden letters
when the history is writ-

ten on the border safety,”
he said.
Operation Sindoor

was launched by the In-
dian armed forces in the
wake of the Pahalgam
terrorist attack in which

25 Indians and one Ne-
pali citizen were killed.

The operations de-
stroyed terrorist infra-
structure in  Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, from where
terrorist attacks against
India were planned and
directed.

“Pakistan used to tell
the whole world that no
terrorist activity hap-
pens there and accuse
India of making false
complaints. But, terror-

HIGHLIGHT

® Shah said while surgi-
cal strikes and the air-
strike in the past were
limited to the Paki-
stan-occupied-Kash-
mir (PoK), India pen-
etrated 100 km inside
Pakistan’s border un-
der Operation Sindoor
and eliminated terror-
ists and their hubs.

ists were finished with
missiles under ‘Opera-
tion Sindoor’ and Paki-
stan was exposed to the
world,” Shah said.

He said the next day,
senior officers of the
Pakistani army attend-
ed the funeral of terror-
ists and offered prayers,
“which exposed the nex-
us of the Pakistani Army,
Pakistan, and terrorism,
and the whole world
came to know that Paki-
stan runs bases for ter-
rorists”. Agency

IMF warns Pakistan,
imposes 11 new conditions

Janeva

he International
TMonelaly Fund

(IMF) has slapped
11 new conditions on Pa-
kistan for the release of
the next tranche of its
bailout programme and
warned that tensions
with India could height-
en risks to the scheme’s
fiscal, external, and re-
form goals, according to
a media report on Sun-
day.

The new conditions
imposed on Pakistan
include the parliamenta-
ry approval of a new Rs
17.6 trillion budget, an
increase in the debt ser-
vicing surcharge on elec-
tricity bills and lifting
restrictions on import

of more than three-year-
old used cars.

The Express Tribune
newspaper said the Staff
Level report, which the
IMF released on Satur-
day, also said that ‘ris-
ing tensions between
India and Pakistan, if

sustained or deteriorate
further, could heighten
risks to the fiscal, exter-
nal and reform goals of
the programme’.

The report further
stated that tensions
between Pakistan and
India have risen signifi-
cantly over the past two
weeks, but so far, the
market reaction has
been modest, with the
stock market retaining
most of its recent gains
and spreads widening
moderately.

The IMF report has
shown the — defence
budget for the ne>
year at Rs 2.41. on,
which is higher by Rs
252 billion or 12%.
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17 killed in
Hyderabad
fire, PM Modi

condoles deaths

CONT FROM PAGE-1

He announced Rs 2
lakh for the kin of those
who died and Rs 50,000
to the injured.

“Deeply anguished by
the loss of lives due to a
fire tragedy in Hydera-
bad, Telangana. Condo-
lences to those who have
lost their loved ones.
May the injured recover
soon,” the post said.

Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy expressed
shock over the incident
and directed senior of-
ficials to take all neces-
sary measures to rescue
those trapped in the
building.

Deputy CM Bhatti
Vikramarka told report-
ers said the state govern-
ment has announced Rs
5 lakh ex-gratia each to
the kin of the deceased.

Governor Jishnu Dev
Varma conveyed his
heartfelt ~ condolences
to the families of those
who lost their lives in
the incident.

Addressing reporters
after visiting the spot,
Transport and Hyder-
abad District in-charge
Minister Ponnam Prab-
hakar said a short circuit
caused the fire. “We will
order an inquiry into the
fire accident. There is no
conspiracy angle in it...

Four families relat-
ed to one another were
residing in the building
and many of them came
to spend their vacation,
he added.

Shortly after the fire
broke out, Zahid, who
is into bangles business
in Gulzar House area
and an eyewitness to
the fire incident told re-
porters that at around
6.10 AM when he along
with friends were pass-
ing by, a woman told
them about the fire that
erupted in the building
and there were family
members with children
inside.

“As the main door of
the building was en-
gulfed in flames, we
broke the shutter and
also a wall and entered
inside. As the blaze was
high we went to the first
floor. We found sev-
en people in one room
and six others in anoth-
er room. We were not
able to save them due to
the fire. Had we saved
them it would have been
good,” he said.

He further said he saw
a dead woman hugging
some lifeless children.

The Osmania Hospital
mortuary, where ies
from different hospitals
were sent for autopsy,
wore a grim look as rel-
atives burst into tears in
shock.

Union Minister G Kis-
han Reddy also visited
the spot. He alleged that
he was informed that
fire tenders arrived late.

The allegation was dis-
missed by Nagi Reddy.
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Constitution of India supreme all its
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pillars must work together CJI B R Gavai

Mumbai

hief Justice of In-
dia B R Gavai on
Sunday  stressed

that neither the judici-
ary nor the executive,
but the country’s Con-
stitution was supreme
and its pillars must work
together.

Even though Parlia-
ment has the power to
amend the Constitution,
it cannot touch the “ba-
sic doctrine” structure,
he said, underscoring
the supremacy of the
Constitution. The right
to shelter is also su-
preme, he said, referring
to “bulldozer justice™.

Justice  Gavai, who
took oath as the s2nd
CJI earlier this week,
spoke at his felicitation
ceremony and state law-
yers' conference organ-
ised by the Bar Council
Maharashtra and Goa
here.

The CJI said he was
glad that the country has
not just strengthened
but has also developed
on the social and eco-
nomic fronts and con-
tinues to do so.

“Neither the judiciary,
nor the executive, nor
Parliament is supreme,
but it is the Constitution
of India which is su-
preme, and all the three
wings have to work as

Praveen Parekh vows Real

Even though
Parliament has the
power to amend the
Constitution, it cannot
touch the “basic
doctrine”  structure,
he said, underscoring
the supremacy of
the Constitution. The
right to shelter is also
supreme, he said,
referring to “bulldozer

justice”. I

per the Constitution,” he
said.

The Parliament has
the power to amend
the Constitution, but it
cannot touch the basic
doctrine structure, CJI
Gavai said.

The basic structure
doctrine  holds  that
certain fundamental
features of the Consti-
tution, such as its su-
premacy, the rule of law,
and the independence of
the judiciary, cannot be
amended or abrogated
by Parliament through
a constitutional amend-
ment.

The CJI said the coun-
try’s basic framework
was strong, and all three
pillars of the Constitu-
tion — legislative, execu-
tive and judiciary — were

“And all the organs of
the Constitution must
reciprocate and give due
respect to each other,”
he said.
Gavai, who belongs
to Maharashtra, said he
was happy to become
the CJI when the Con-
stitution is completing
75 years and marching
towards its centenary.
“There is no question
that our country is ‘maz-
boot” due to the basic
structure doctrine laid
down in the Kesavanan-
da Bharati case judg-

ment, and all LhAcc pll-
lars of the Constitution
are trying to work within
the spheres prescribed
to them,” he said.

Judiciary and legisla-
ture came up with sev-
eral laws due to which
the concept of social and
economic justice will be
fulfilled, he added.

A book chronicling
50 landmark judgments
pronounced by Justice
Gavai was also released
at the event. In his
speech, the CJI cited a
few of his judgments.

Referring to his judg-

Solutions for SCBA  Housing Woes
[

New Delhi

Bar Association (SCBA)
elections just two days
away, the electoral at-
mosphere within the le-
gal fraternity is charged
with anticipation and
heightened activity.
Candidates are mak-
ing their final appeals,
seeking the support of
their peers by outlin-

ing clear, actionable
agendas. Among the
prominent contend-

ers is Senior Advocate
Praveen H. Parekh, the
Executive Chairman of
the Supreme Court Bar
Association Multi-State
Cooperative Group
Housing Society Limited
(SCBAMSCGHS), who is
vying for the influential
position of Viee Presi-

dent of the SCBA.
Central to Mr.
Parckh's campaign is

a deeply personal and
long-standing issue
that has affected many
members of the SCBA
community for nearly
two  decades—the un-
resolved housing crisis.
Since 2005, members of
the SCBAMSCGHS have
awaited a resolution to
their residential accom-
modation concerns, but
despite repeated assur-
ances from past lead-
ership, progress has

With the Supreme Court r—

2

remained elusive. This
persistent problem has
left numerous advocates
without permanent
homes, a situation that
has fostered frustration
and skepticism.
Addressing his fellow
members, Mr. Parekh
spoke with a tone of
conviction and deter-
mination, emphasizing
his firm commitment to
break the cycle of emp-
ty promises and inac-
tion. He declared that,
if entrusted with the
Vice President’s role, he
would become an asser-
tive and steadfast repre-
sentative for the hous-

society members,
both within the SCBA
framework and in ne-
gotiations with relevant
government bodies. His

3 miscreants of Thak Thak Gang
nabbed in encounter w1th Noida Police

Ablnshck Byahut

ter near Som Bazaar
Cut, Noida Police appre-
hended three members
of the notorious Thak

Thak Gang, including
one who sustained a bul-
let injury during a brief
exchange of fire. The
incident occurred under
the jurisdiction of Sector
39 police station.

ACP Noida, Praveen
Kumar Singh, said the
police team was con-
ducting rvoutine checks
when they spotted three
suspects riding a scooty.
Upon being signaled to
stop, the trio opened fire
on the police and fled to-
wards the forested area
near Sector 43.

“In retaliatory fire, one
of the criminals, iden-
tified as Nadeem, was

shot. He
of Daya Basti Rai way
Color Sarai Rohilla,
Delhi,” the ACP said. “A
pistol of .315 bore, an
empty cartridge, and a
scooty were recovered
from his possession.”

Police revealed that
Nadeem had stolen Rs
4,000, an Aadhaar card,
and other items from
a parked Endeavor car
in Sector 36 on May 15.

“We have recvcre(l Rs
2,000 and the Aadhaar
card among the robbed

items,” ACP Singh add-
ed.

Following a comb-
ing operation in the

surrounding area, Na-
deem’s accomplices —
Akash alias Tomato and
Ashish, both residents
of Daya Basti Railway
Colony — were also ar-
rested.

only his individual aspi-
rations but also embod-
ies the collective hope
of the SCBA housing
society community. His
track record as Execu-
tive Chairman and his
hands-on  experience
in housing matters re-
inforce his image as a
candidate capable of
navigating the complex
bureaucratic and legal
challenges involved.

As the clection day

ment against “}

ited Manipur and as-
sured both communities
in conflict that the coun-
try is with you and jus-
tice is at your doorstep,
and avail it. I'm lucky to
have done that,” said the
Chief Justice of India.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Supreme Court
Judge Surya Kant said
there is a growing de-
mand from both bar and
bench regarding the rep-
resentation of the Bom-
bay High Court in the
Apex Court.

I candidly admit that
the contribution made
by Bar of Maharashtra
in the development of
law, whether it is civ-
il law or eriminal law,
and most importantly,
in the development of
the P R

justice”, he said the right
to shelter is supreme.
“The right to shelter
is a fundamental right.
Whether a person is ac-
cused of any crime or
convicted, the family’s
house, if legally occu-
pied, cannot be removed
or demolished. The rule
of law has to be fol-
lowed,” the CJT said.
He spoke about his
various tasks and visits
to different areas in Ma-

harashtra and across the
country.
“We also recently vis-

constitutional morality,
constitutional  princi-
ples, constitutional basic
structure theories, the
contribution made by
your High Court is re-
markable. It is unparal-
leled,” he said.

Justice Surya Kant is
set to be the next CJI af-
ter Gavai's retirement in
November.

Supreme Court justic-
es Abhay Oka and Di-
pankar Datta and Chief
Justice of Bombay High
Court Alok Aradhe also
attended the event.
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Odisha YouTuber who accompanied ‘spy’
Jyoti Malhotra to Pak under scanner

Manoranjan Sasmal

_____ Bhubaneswar

The recent arrest of
Jyoti Malhotra, a Har-
yana-based  YouTuber
accused of leaking sen-
sitive intelligence  in-
formation related to
Kashmir, has triggered a
slgmﬁcx\m mvcstlganon
into her connections in
Odisha. Jyoti had visit-
ed Puri, where she was
reportedly close to Pri-
yanka Senapati, a local
resident of Kalikadevi
Sahi in Puri. The nature

mission, he lai

is to ensurc that every
member of the hous-
ing society secures per-
manent and affordable
housing, transforming a
long-delayed dream into
conerete reality.

“This election is more
than just a vote,” Mr.
Parekh stated passion-
ately. “It’s a chance to
fulfill a collective aspi-
ration that has been de-
ferred for far too long.
We mneed results, not
more assurances.” His
words resonated strong-
ly among members who
have grown weary of
repeated commitments
that have failed to trans-
late into meaningful ac-
tion.

Mr. Parckh’s candida-
cy thus represents not

approaches, members of their relationship
of the Supreme Court is now under intense
Bar Association are  scrutiny by intelligence
carefully weighing their ies, as concerns

options. For many, Mr.
Parekh’s pledge to pri-
oritize and actively pur-
sue a resolution to the
housing crisis  offers
a beacon of hope. His
campaign highlights a
shift in focus from rhet-
oric to responsibility
and tangible progress.

In an election where
promises often abound
but follow-through
is rare, Praveen H.
Parekh’s vow to prior-
itize action over emp-
ty pledges stands out.
Should he succeed, the
SCBA eommunity may
finally see a long-await-
ed breakthrough in a
housing issue that has
defined their collec-
tive struggle for nearly
twenty years.

rise over possible securi-
ty breaches linked to this
association.

Priyanka Senapati, a
young woman from Puri,
is known to have main-
tained a clmc friend-
ship with Jyoti Malho-

tra. Sources reveal that
their bond deepened
over time, culminating
in a joint visit to the Kar-
tarpur Corridor in Pa-
kistan earlier this year.
Priyanka was seen doc-
umenting her visit near
the Kartarpur Sahib Gu-
rudwara, an act that has
drawn the attention of
the Intelligence Bureau
(IB) and local police.

Following Jyoti’s ar-
rest on Saturday, Pri-
yanka was promptly
questioned by the IB

with assistance from
the Puri police. Officials
believe that Jyoti may
have shared sensitive
information about Puri,
potentially compromis-
ing the security of this
prominent  pilgrimage
city. This has led to a
coordinated search and
investigation effort in-
volving both central and
state intelligence agen-
cies
Priyanka’s father
spoke to the media, elar-
ifying his daughter's
connection with Jyoti
Malhotra. He stated that
the two had a profession-
al relationship as con-
tent creators, frequently
traveling and exploring
various locations togeth-
er. According to him,
Priyanka was unaware of
any malicious intent be-
hind Jyoti’s actions. He
confirmed that Priyanka
had accompanied Jyoti

to Kartarpur in Pakistan
three months ago and
assured full cooperation
with the ongoing inves-
tigation. The father em-
phasized that following
the arrest, his daughter
was thoroughly interro-
gated and responded to
all questions posed by
the authorities.

The revelations about
Jyoti’s visit to Puri have
prompted an exhaustive
inquiry by intelligence
agencies. Questions
have been raised about
the specifics of her stay
— including when she
arrived, the accommo-
dations she used, the
duration of her visit,
the people she accom-
panied, and details
surrounding the film-
ing and photography
she conducted while in
Puri. Every aspect of
her activities is being
closely monitored.

Sood leads Tiranga Yatra in Janakpuri,
lauds Indian Army S bravey

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

In a spirited show of
patriotism and public
solidarity, Delhi Home
Minister Ashish Sood
led a Tiranga Yatra in
Janakpuri to celebrate
the success of Opera-
tion Sindoor and honour
the valour of the Indi-
an armed for The
march, organized by
Citizens for National Se-
curity, saw participation
from a large number
of citizens who walked
from Dabri Police Sta-
tion to Kadimi Market,
waving the national flag
and chanting patriotic
slogans.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Sood praised the
courage and commit-

ment of the Indian Army,
stating that the success-
ful execution of Opera-
tion Sindoor was a testa-
ment to India’s strength
and sovereignty. He de-
seribed the operation as
a decisive and strategic
strike against Pakistan,
which resulted in signif-
icant damage to enemy
military infrastructure.

Sood also acknowl-
edged the leadership of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, crediting his
decisive governance for
cnabling such a strong
military response. He
emphasized that India’s
firm stance against ter-
rorism is unwavering
and reflects the coun-
try’s commitment to na-
tional security.

Theyatra drew support
from various communi-
ty groups, with citizens
expressing their grati-
tude and respect for the
soldiers through heart-
felt gestures and slogans.

The event aimed to raise
awareness about Opera-
tion Sindoor and instill a
sense of patriotism and
respect for the armed
forces, especially among
the youth.

Describing the Shau-
rya Samman Yatra as a
tribute to the nation’s
defenders, Sood under-
lined that safeguarding
national securit; a
collective responsibility.
He reiterated that the
government, under the
Prime Minister’s leader-
ship, remains commit-
ted to a zero-tolerance
approach towards ter-
rorism.

The event concluded
with a strong message
of unity and national
pride, highlighting the
bravery and sacrifice
of the Indian armed
forces and reminding
citizens of their shared
duty to uphold the val-
ues of peace, sovereign-
ty, and patriotism.
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Residents
boycott
society meeting

Noida

Residents of the Maha-
gun Mantra Society -1 lo-
cated in Greater Noida
West  boycotted the
monthly meeting with the
maintenance manage-
ment on Sunday over civie
apathy.

They also warned of a
20 percent reduction in

Delhi

[ TOPSTORY, Dewis, Monoay 18, May 2025

government issues SOP for

handling bomb threats in schools

M [t aims to instill a culture of preparedness and vigilance while ensuring
a swift and coordinated response during emergencies, the DoE said.

New Delhi
omplying with a
high court order,
the Delhi govern-
ment has rolled out
a comprehensive Standard
0pl.mung Procedure (SOP)

the nce charges,
saying for the past one
yeat, suggestions are giv-
en to the maintenance
management in the
monthly meeting. They
note them down but do
not implement them.

A garbage dump has
been built in the base-
ment of the society, due to
the foul smell of which it
has become difficult to go
to the basement, whereas
a garbage disposal ma-
chine is proposed here.

The greenery of the so-
ciety is getting destroyed
day by day. No steps are
being taken to save it.
Tiles have broken at many
places in the society. The
maintenance team has
been promising to replace
them for a year, but no
work is being done on it.

There are not enpugh
CCTV cameras in the so-
ciety. The ones that are in-
stalled are not working
properly. The builder has
converted the green area
on the surface into a park-
ing lot and sold it. Despite
repeated requests from
the residents, guest park-
ing has not been marked,
which causes inconven-
ience to the visiting
guests.

BJP govt fails to
meet drinking
water demand :
Delhi Cong

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee president De-
vender Yaday said that de-
spite having a “Triple En~
gine” BJP government in
city, locals  have been ex-
periencing severe water
shortage.

The Delhi government
has failed to meet the total
‘water requirements of the
people, he said, adding
Delhineeds 129omgd (Mil-
lion Gallons per Day) of
water but the actual pro-
duction is only 99omgd
aut of which, according to
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB),
52 percent water is wasted.

Yaday said that even the
government has admitted
in reply to an RTT query by
Delhi Congress'IT cell that
the water supplied from
the Yamunawas dirty and
highly polluted. He said
that according to the gov-
ernment reply, up to April
30, 2025, 811 complaints
had been received about
residents getting dirty wa-
ter and 1835 complaints
about not getting DJB wa-
ter.

The Delhi Jal Board has
neither the storage capac-
ity to utilise the treated
sewage water, nor has it
succeeded in getting fresh
water from neighbouring
BJP-ruled states like
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
to meet the total water de-
mands of Delhi, he said.

Yadav said that the BIJP
had promised in its as-
sembly election manifesto
that “our government will
not make any excuses or
‘blame others for the prob-
lems related to Delhi's
health, traffic, electricity,
‘water, transport, etc. and
will find effective solutions
by ing with the

for bomb threats
in schools that includes a
raft of measwres like in-
stalling CCTV cameras,
making evacuation plans
and holding regular safety
andits and mock drills.

Designed by the Direc-
torate of Education (DoE),
the protocol has a four-tier
strategy focusing on pre-
vention, preparedness, re-
sponse, and recovery.

It aims to instill a culture
of preparedness and vigi-
lance while ensuring a swift
and coordinated response
during emergencies, the
Dok said.

To maintain transparen-
ey and accountability,
schools are now required
1o submit a monthly safety
checklist to their respective
district authorities, it said.

The SOP also includes
strict warnings againsthoax
threats and mentions that
legal action will be taken
against those responsible
for false alarms. This applies
to studenits, parents and the
staff.

The step is significant as

more than 200 schools in
Delhi received bomb threats
in2024-25 that turned out
to be hoax.

According to a statement.
from Dok, the SOP was
drafted following directions
from the Delhi High Court
and is aligned with nation-
al safety guidelines. It takes
immediate effect and ap-
plies to all schools in the
capital including govern-
ment; government-aided,
minority-run, and recog-
nised unaided private in-
stitutions,

"Each school must create
its own threat management
plan tailored to its layout
and resources,” it stated.

The SOP also emphasised
the need for regular safety

GDA drives digital
change with PAHAL

Shiv Kirmar
Ghaziabad
Ina landmark initiative to-
wards digitization and citi-
zen-eentric governance, the
1

immediate record entries in
the accounting section with-
out manual interference, and
allows users to make smart
digital challan payments for

Ghaziabad Dx Au-
thority (GDA) has launched
“PAHAL" (Public Access for
Housing and Property Al-
lotment Login), a compre-
hensive digital platform
aimed at revolutionizing the
delivery of property-related
services to allottees. Under
the dynamic Jeadership of
GDA Vice-Chairman Mr.
Atul Vats, IAS. this initiative
marks a signi leap in

1 oftheir dues. Cit-
izens can now schedule ap-
pointments for property reg-
istration at their conven-
ience, select their preferred
date and time, and track the
status of their requests with
ease,

One of the most ground-
breaking features introduced
through PAHAL is the pro-
vision of risk-based install-
ment rescheduling, a prac-

s;m;:l\fymt, and ucu:ll_m t-

tice ty[ma]ly found in bank-
This is the

ing property
more than 1.4 lakh a]lnm'es
in Ghaziabad.

With the Taunch of PA-
HAL, GDA has become the
only development authority
in Uttar Pradesh to offer
such a unified digital system,
placing it at the forefront of
innovation and administra-
tive reform in the state. This
single-window online service
platform brings together all
essential property-related
functions, enabling citizens
to access critical services
from the comfort of their
homes, without the need to
visit the authority office or
stand in long quenes.

The new system is de~
signed to address the long-
standing delays and ineffi-
ciencies associated with the
manual handling of proper-
tv files. Previously, even a
simple service like the is-
suance of a demand letter for
name mutation could take
up to 60 days. The process
invaolved multiple steps —
from payment verification
to the physical movement of
files across various depart-
ments — often stretching
over several months. Such

first time that such a cus-
tomer-focused, risk-sensi-
tive model has been adopt-
éd by any development au-
thority in the state, settinga
new benchmark for public
service delivery.

The portal also facilitates
a range of other serviees,
including applying for mort-
gage permissions, seeking
property mutation for avail-
ing bank loans, requesting
corrections in name, ad-
dress, or other personal de-
tails, and applying for re-
funds — all via a public-fac-
ing link Users also receive
timely alerts and reminders
related to their nstallment
payments, helping them
avoid defanlts and maintain
a smooth payment history.

In line with the govern-
ment’s broader goal of build-
ing smart and responsive
cities, GDA has also estab-
lished a dedicated "PAHAL
Counter” at its Public Rela-
tions Office. This counter is
specifically tasked with ad-
dressing citizen queries and
resolving any issues users
may face while using the
portal. thereby ensuring a

manual interventions also  seamless digital experience.
led to fnqumt ETTOTS, mis- Deseribing PAHAL as “A
ion, and lackof  New i , A New Be-
transparency. ginning,” Mr. Atul Vats em-
PAHAL aimstoeliminate  phasized that thisinitiative

these pain points by offering
fast, reliable, and complete-
ly digitized services. The
platform allows users to

load their allotment

neighbouring states, MCD,
NDMC and the Central
government”, but sadly,
people of Delhi have been
experiencing severe water
shortage.

letters and possession cer-
tificates independently, with
each document digitally ver-
ified through secure QR
codes. It provides real-time
account updates, ensures

is not just a technological
upgrade but a transforma-
tion in the way the Author-
itvengages with its citizens.
It reflects GDA’s commit-
ment to transparency, effi-
ciency, and digital empow-
erment, setting the tone for
future initiatives aimed at
improving public service
delivery.

audits, structured staff train-
ing, and awareness cam-
paigns to prepare students
and parents for possible
emergency situations.

The department in its
SOP hasinstructed the prin-
cipals and schools 1o form
School Safety Committees,
overseeing routine mock
drills, ensuring emergency
kits are maintained, and co-

and fire personnel during
threat assessments and
evacuation,” the statement
stated.

The collaboration extends
to identifying emergency
holding areas in advance
and condueting drills simu-
lating real-life threat sce-
narios in partnership with
Delhi Police and the Fire
Department, it read.

ordinating  evacnation Recognising the unigue
routes. The SOP has men-  vulnerabilities of some stu-
tioned the seamless coordi-  dents, the SOP includes
nation with serv-  clear directives for the evac-
ices like Delhi Police, fire  uation of Children with Spe-
service and the traffic police.  cial Needs (CWSN).
"Schools are required to "Schools must prepare a
maintain updated building ~ separate evacuation plan

layouts, install CCTV cam-
eras, and secure their
perimeters to assist police

that ensures no child is left
behind during an emer-
geney," it stated.

This includes assigning
trained staff members to
support CWSN and con-
ducting specific mock drills
to test the plan's effective-
ness, it added.

To maintain transparen-
¢y and accountability,
schools are now required
to submit a monthly safeéty
checklist to their respective
districtauthorities, it stated.

The checklist will include
the status of drills, safety
equipment. and updates to
emergency contact lists, it
said.

Parents areurged tokeep
their contact information
updated, remain aware of
the school's safety plans,
and refrain from spreading
rumours during emergen-
cies, it said.

Delhi Police and Fire
Services have bmn mlgued
defined un-

Delhi Police arrests 5
including three juveniles for

killing minor over rivalry

New Delhi

Delhi Police claimed to
have solved a murder case
by arresting five people,
including three juveniles,
for the allegedly killing a
16-year-old boy in a park
for joining their rival crim-
inal group, officials said on
Sunday.

According to police, the
‘body ofa blood-soaked of
Rehan alias Seelampuriya
was found lying between a
bench and a pathway in-
side the park on the night
of May 16.

A police team was on
patrolling the area around
11.30 pm, spotted his body
and alerted other officers
at the Seelampur police
station, they said.

Senior officers reached
the spot along with a po-
lice team and took him to
Jag Pravesh Chandra Hos-
pital, where he was de-
clared brought dead by
doctors.

Police said a crime team
and forensic experts in-
spected the scene and col-
lected evid

der the SOP. While the po-
lice will take the lead in
evaluating threats, securing
the premises, and coordi-
nating searches, the fire de-
partment will assist with
fire control and evacuation
protocols, it stated.

“The Delhi High Court had
on November 14 2024, di-
rected authorities to devel-
op a comprehensive action
plan with a detailed SOP in
the matter.

"The team launched an
operation and apprehend-
ed two suspects, including
a juvenile, within hours.
Based on CCTV footage,
the team conducted mul-
tiple raids and arrested
three more of the accused,
including two juveniles,” a
police officer said.

During interrogation,
the accused revealed that
they were a part of the
same eriminal group along

Ashish Sood Distributes Ayushman
Cards to Senior Cltlzens in ]anakpur1

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Delhi’s Education Minister
Ashish Sood on Sunday dis-
tributed Ayushman cards to
senior citizens at a public
event held in Janakpuri, un-
derlining the importance of
accessible healtheare for all
residents. The event marked
a key step in the implemen-
tation of the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY) scheme in the nation-
al capital.

Addressing the gathering,
Sood emphasized that the
scheme offers free medical
treatment at empanelled
hospitals, providing a total
health coverage of up to T10
lakh per beneficiary. This
includes %5 lakh from the
central government's Ayush-
man Bharat initiative and
an additional ¥5 lakh con-
tribution from the Dethi Gov-
ernment.

“The scheme is a signifi-

cant move to reduce the fi-
naneial burden of illness,
particularlyforthe poorand
underprivileged. It ensures
that no family has to suffer
due tolack of access to qual-
ity hedltheare,” said Sood. He
added that the program is
not only about providing
healtheare services but also
about restoring dignity and
confidence to families across

ethi.

Sood also criticized the
‘previous governmerit foral-

legedly obstructing the roll-
out of the scheme, claiming
that this had delayed erucial
accessto healthcare for many
Delhi residents. He asserted
that such delays had im-
pacted the health and well-
being of countless families in
need.

‘Highlighting the broader
vision behind the initiative,
the Minister said that
strengthening Delhi's health-
cate system is esgential to re-
alizing the Prime Minister’s

Kapil Mishra leads Tiranga
Yatra celebrating success
of 'Operation Sindoor’

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
A massive Vishal Tiranga
Yatra was organized in Del-
hi on Friday by Minister
Kapil Mishra to mark the
success of Operation Sin-
door, a military nitiative
that has been hailed as a
demonstration of India’s
strategic and defense capa-
bilities.

The yatra commenced
from Khajuri Chowk and
proceeded to the Signature
Bridge, drawing particip:
tion from hundreds of citi-
zens. The event was charged
with patriotic fervor, as the
air echoed with chants of
“Bharat Mata ki Jai” and
“Vande Mataram.” Partici-
pants carried the national
flag and expressed pride in
India’s growing military
sirength and resolve.

Addressing the crowd,
Kapil Mishra highlighted
that Operation Sindoor was
a historic milestone, show-
casing India’s military pre-

|

i -
paredness and determina-
tion. He stated that the ap-
eration marked the first time
India targeted a nuclear-
armed neighbor with sach
precision and scale, suc-
cessfully destroying 11 Pak-
istani airbases and neutral-
izing over 100 terrorists
within aspan of just 90 min-
ut

[eS.

Mishra described the op-
eration as areflection of In-
dia’s zero tolerance policy
against terrorism, aligning
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's vision for a se-
cure and sovereign nation.

Hesaid the rally was a trib-
ute to the valor and sacrifice
of the Indian armed forces
and a symbol of national
pride and unity.

The Tiranga Yatra also
served as a platform to fos-
ter awareness among citi-
zens about India’s defense
accomplishments and the
continued threats posed by
terrorism. The enthusiastic
public turmout and the sea of
waving flags along the route
stood as a testament to the
collective spirit, patriotism,
and resolve of the Indian
people.

goal ofa“developed Delhi.”
He described the health
scheme as a key element in
positioning the city as a na-
tional leadet in providing
affordable and quality med-
ical services.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment, Sood
assured that every citizen, re-
gardless of their economic
background, would have ac-
cess to timely and effective
Thealtheare through contin-
ued efforts and policy sup-
port.

PUBLIC NOTICE

My chients namely Smt. Inder-
preet Kaur, wife of Sh. Kulvant
Sifgh and Sh. Kulvant Singh S/o
Mukhtyar Singh, Both R/o5/7,
Third Floor, Near Kaliniga Cabels,
West Patel Nagar, Patel Nagar,
Central Delhj, Delhi, 110008
have severed all her relations
withtheir Daughter naniely
Amanpreet Kaur Dfo Kulvant
Sifgh and with their son if law,
'sh: Balbir Singh, Both R/o
231/23A Streat No. 9, Z Morh
Gobind Nagar Shimlapuri, Ludhi-
ana, Punjab-141003, debarred
‘and disowning them from all fa-
mifial, emetional, financial and
legal assaciations due to their
miscanduct and misbehavior
with my clients and my dients
have no cancern with themin
‘any manner or with their actsin
future, if anybody deals with
them, then my clients will not re-
sponsible for the same.

After considerable thought and
with deep regret, they declare
that due 1o continued disrespect,
disregard for family values, and
‘actions that have deeply hurt
and dishonared their family, they
‘are officially and permanently re-
'vaking any cliims or entitle-
ments previously made in the fa-
vair of their daughter as regards
totheir property, assets, or in-
heritance, whether stated ver-
bally, implied, or written, includ-
ing any fights under deeds, gifts,
or trusts.

Any further attempt to claim
rights over their estate or to
communicate under pratense of
family ties shall be deemed ha-
rassment and dealt with through
legal channels.

Smt. Amanpreet Kaur D/ Kul-
vantSingh and Sh. Balbir Singh
are na longer welcame to act on
the behalf of my ciients, repre-
sent them ar make any claims of
connection, material or emation-
al,

MOHIT GULATI

ADVOCATES, LEGAL ADVISORS
/AND LEGAL CONSULTANTS
Address: 7/19, Block 7, West Pa-
tel Nagar, Patel Nagar, New Del-
hi, 110008,

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

with Rehan. However, the
victim had recently start-
ed associating with a rival
group, leading to internal
conflicts, he said,

The accused called him
to the park on the pretext
of resolving the matter
and when he resisted, they
attacked him using stones,
broken bricks, and a shav-
ing blade, the officer
added.

They fled the scene after
killing him, he said.

The accused were iden-

alias Ali, a history-sheeter,

2-year-old Rahil alias
Sahil and three juveniles
aged 15 to 17 years. Fur-
ther investigation is un-
derway to probe the in-
volvement of the aceused
in other criminal cases,
police added.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Thatmy client NARESH PAL 5/0
LATE SH. MALKHAN R/O H.NO.
18, RAM ULA KHET ROAD, BAAG
BAKSHI AONIA, BAREILLY U.P.
243301, currently residing at
30/10, DAKSH ROAD, VISHWAS
NAGAR, SHAHDARA, DELH-
110022, and his wife SMT.
MEENA DEVI, service all the rela-
tions/disowned / debar their
daughter namely BHAVNA from
all of their moveable and im-
moveable property/assets. Due
to her misbehavior, unlawful
conduct and involvement in illicit
activities. she had adapted mus-
fim refigion and have married
with @ muslim boy without any
germission with her parents and
relatives. any person/persons/
any body w rporate dealing with
herwill do so onat their on
coasts, liability and conse-
quences.

RANIIT SINGH SAHARAWAT
DELHI HIGH COURT

ADVOCATE

CH.323/324, WESTERN WING,
TIS HAZARI

DELHI HIGH COURT DELH-
110056

Thisis to inform at General pub-
lic that my dientess Smt. Santosh
Shatimia Wd/o Late Laxmi Narain
Aged 75 years R/o 6252, Ward
No.6, Kucha Nawab Mirza, Gall
Batashan, Khan Baoll, Delhi-
110006 has severed all her refa-
tions from her Son Chintu Shar-
ma @ KuldeepS/a Late Lakmi
Narayan aged 44 years R/o 6252,
Ward No.6, Kucha Nawabs Mirza,
Gali Batashan, Khari Baoli, Delhi-
110006, Daughter-in-taw Nikita
Sharma @ Nimmi W/a Lata Anil
Sharma Aged 50 years & Grand
San Vansh Kaushik S/o Late Anil
Sharma Aged 18 years bath R/o
961 Village Ghanda, Gujran
Khadar, Gali Bhola Nath, Gamari
Road, Ghonda. Shahdara, Delhi-
110053 ais they are having disre-
spectful attitude towards my
clientass. My clientess hereby
disowns & debar all from herall
movable & immovable proper
tieswith immediate affect If
anyone deals with them in future
on behalf of my dientess, shall,
da 50 at his/her ain risk and re-
sponsibility and my clientess
shall not be responsible/liable
for any acts of above said per-
sons In future.

Sanjay Kumar Jain

(Advacate)

Ch. No.5-63, Near Gate No.3Tis
Hazari Cotirt, Delhi-54

My Client Shashi Monga W/o
late Shri B R Monga R/0268-A
Rishi, Shakurbasti, North West
Delhi-110034, have disowned
their son Shri Rajiv Manga and
Ms. Nidhi Moenga their daughter
in law respectively and their child
Kartik Monga from their immov-
able and mavable properties and
severed all relations with them
due ta their misconduct, disobe-
dience and anti-social activities.
Anyonewho deals with them
shall do it at his own risks and
costs and my dients or their fam-
lly shall not be responsible for
the same in any manner whatso-
ever,

Kulvinder Kaur

Advocate and Legal Consultant
Rohini Caurt, Delhi 110085
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Bihar 2025: Realignments, Rising Forces, and
the Road Ahead in a High-Stakes Electoral Battle

s Bihar gears up for
its 2025 Legisla-
ive Assembly elec-

tions, the political land-
scape is experiencing
significant realignments
and str: ategu: positioning
by major parties. Below
is a comprehensive anal-
of how key political
entities are preparing,
alongside critical factors
likely to influence voter
sentiment.

National Dem-
ocratic Alliance
(NDA): Emphasizing
Social Representa-
tion

The NDA, primarily
consisting of the Bhara-
tiva Janata Party (BJP)
and Janata Dal (United)
[JD(U)], is strategically
positioning itself to ap-
peal broadly to margin-
alized communities. Tt is
expected that over 75%
of its candidates will be
drawn from Other Back-
ward Classes (OBCs),
Extremely  Backward
Classes (EBCs), Sched-
uled Castes (SCs), and
Maha Dalits, signaling
a calculated approach
rooted deeply in caste
dynamics and social en-
gineering.

However, the alliance
faces internal challenges.
The Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas), under Chi-
rag Paswan, has dec:ded
to contest 1

- :
Dal (RJD) and the In-

dian National Congress,
finds itself at a critical
leadership juncture. Dis-
cussions around wh

er veteran leader Lalu
Prasad Yadav will con-
tinue as party president
or whether the leader-
ship will shift to his son,
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav,
have become particular-
ly significant amid grow-
ing youth engagement
within the party.

Additionally, the alli-
ance is considering new
partnerships, notably
the inclusion of the All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen  (AIMIM),
led by Asaduddin Owaisi.
This potential collabora-
tion could significantly
broaden the alliance’s
appeal beyond its tradi-
tional base, thereby in-
fluencing electoral out-
comes sut ially.

ly due to dissatisfaction
with previous seat-shar-
ing arrangements within
the NDA. This decision
highlights internal com-
plexities and poses chal-
lenges to the a]hances
voter li ef-

Emerging Political
Forces: BSP and Jan
Suraaj Party

The Bahujan Samaj
I’nn) (BSP) plans to in-

forts.

INDIA Alliance: Lead-
ership and Inclusion Di-
lemmas

The INDIA alliance,
primarily composed of
the Rashtriya Janata

ly contest all
243 assembly seats, po-
sitioning itself as a via-
ble alternative to both
established  alliances.
This ambitious stance
could disrupt traditional
voter bases and signif-
icantly impact election
dynamics.

Similarly, the Jan
Suraaj Party, led by
Prashant Kishor, is en-
tering the electoral fray
across all constituencies,
Although the party did
not win seats in recent
by-elections, its notable
share of votes indicates
potential influence in
closely contested re-
gions, suggesting a pos-
sible role as a critical
vote-splitter.

Influenc-

Factors
ing Voter Sentiment

In my book titled Bi-
har: Chaos to Chaus

v O

ployment,  migration,
and mrmphon are ex-
1

pected to elec-

actors must move be-
yond symbolic gestures
and commit to transpar-
ent governance, inclu-
sive policy- makmg. and

Breaking Time

Sudoku

What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every

3x3 box contains the digit 1
correct solution.
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long-term di
strategies.

To ensure mean-
ingful  transforma-
tion:

+ Alliances must be
rooted in shared govern-
ance visions rather than
opportunistic  arithme-
tie.

« Parties should de-
liver on promises with
i in

toral narrames, with
parties actively tailoring
their agendas to address
these pressing challeng-
es.

» Women’s Empower-
ment: Targeted outreach
towards women voters
remains central to party
campaigns. The JD(U)’s
past initiatives aimed
at empowering wom-
en have set a precedent,
compelling  opposition
parties to intensify their
engagement with thls in-
fluential d

(2013), I have
the caste factor in elec-
toral behavior across
several Assembly elec-
tions in Bihar. The anal-
ysis in that book under-
scores how caste identity
remains a consistent and
powerful determinant in
the voting patterns of
the state.

Several key issues
are likely to shape
voter  preferences
in the forthcoming
elections:

« Caste Dynamics: A
comprehensive  caste
census remains a pivotal
issue, directly influenc-
ing party strategies and
voter expectations.

+ Economic Issues:
Concerns related to em-

« Legislative Impacts:
The Waqf Amendment
Bill has triggered sub-
stantial debates, par-
ticularly affecting Mus-
lim voter sentiments, a
demographic pivotal in
several constituencies.

+ Youth Mobilization:
With a significant youth

demographic, political
parties are increasingly
prioritizing  youth-cen-

trie policies and actively
engaging young voters
through targeted cam-
paigns and promises

A Way Forward:
Navigating Bihar's
Political Future

As Bihar approaches
election day, political

employment, education,
health, and infrastruc-
ture.

« Greater emphasis on
decentralization and lo-
cal empowerment can
strengthen citizen trust.

« Youth and women's
participation should
translate into actual rep-
resentation and budget-
ed programs.

The 2025 elections
present an opportunity
for Bihar to chart a new
path—one that moves
past old binaries and
toward inclusive, ac-
countable, and develop-
ment-focused _ govern-
ance. How effectively
parties navigate these
complexities will deci-
sively shape Bihar's fu-
ture political landscape.

(The writer is an Ed-
itor STAR Views, New
Delhi)

By Vijay Garg

New dimensions of green energy production

ing global scenar-

io, where climate
change and energy se-
curity concerns are on
the rise, India has tak-
en an adventurous step
towards green hydro-
gen. Green hydrogen is
often called future fuel.
India wants to play a
leading role in realizing
it. A key stop in this di-
rection came when the
Green Hydrogen Cer-
tification Scheme was
launched during a ‘na-
tional workshop™ held
in New Delhi recently.
The scheme is an inte-
gral part of India's Na-
tional Green Hydrogen
Mission. It is a clean
energy carrier, which
means it can be used
by storing this energy,
but it is not the primary
source of energy. When
hydrogen is used as a
fuel, it only releases wa-
ter that does not cause
any harmful emissions.
It makes it an attractive
alternative to fossil fu-
els such as coal, oil and
gas, which emit carbon
dioxides and other pol-
lutants on burning. It
is usually identified by
colours on the manner
basis of production of
hydrogen. Hydrogen is
extracted using natural
gas or other fossil fuels
in ‘grey ‘grey hydrogen’.
In this process a large
amount of carbon diox-
ide is excreted, which
is greenhouse gas and
contributes to climate
change. Therefore, grey
hydrogen is not clean.
Blue hydrogen is also
produced from fossil
fuels (usually natural
gas) itself, but carbon
dioxide that is excreted
in the process is some-
how stored. If it is done
effectively, the emis-
sion of blue hydrogen is
significantly less com-

In a rapidly chang-

Eared to that of grey
ydrogen but would
have been. It is not
completely  emission
free and is dependent
on fossil fuels. At the
same time green hy-
drogen is the most de-
sirable and clean form
of hydrogen Green hy-
drogen is produced by
electrolysis of water. In
this process electricity
is used to divide water
into hydrogen and ox-
ygen. In this process
no fossil fuels burn
and electricity comes
from renewable soure-
es, so green hydrogen
production is almost
emission free. This is
why it is called green. |
Hydrogen can be pro-
duced domestically, es-
pecially by using India
giant renewable ener-
gy potential (solar and
wind). This will reduce
dependence on fossil
fuel imports and in-
crease country’s energy
security. India is one of
the largest greenhouse
gas emissions in the
world. In order to meet
its climate goals and
meet its commitments
under the Paris Agree-
ment, India needs to
bring a huge decrease
in its emissions, The
development of the
green hydrogen econ-
omy will develop new
industries, manufac-
turing units and ser-
vice sectors. This will
lead to a large number
of employment oppor-
tunities, including the
construction and op-
eration of renewable
energy plants, laying
hydrogen pipeline, and
the development of new
technologies for the use
of green hydrogen. As
green hydrogen de-
mand will rise globally,
India can export green
hydrogen and products

made from it (such as
green ammonia) by
taking advantage of its
large production capac-
ity. It can become a big
source of earning for-
eign exchange for the
country. Recognizing
all these significance,
the Government of In-
dia approved the Na-
tional Green Hydrogen
Mission on January
four, 2023. This mis-
sion is an ambitious in-
itiative to make India a
global hub for the pro-
duction, use and export
of green hydrogen. In
major mission objec-
tives, at least fifty lakh
metric tonnes per an-
num by 2030 is to de-
velop green hydrogen
production capacity
and bring down more
than one lakh crore ru-
pees in fossil fuel im-

ports.
The Green Hydro-
gen Certification

Scheme is the basis
of transparency and
reliability. The main
function of the plan
is to certify that the
hydrogen produced
is actually green.
This will be done
by setting a certain
limit of greenhouse
gas emissions in the
production process.
Only hydrogen that
is produced with less
emissions than this
range will be certi-
fied as green hydro-
gen. The certifica-
tion plan will ensure
that the hydrogen ‘K’
claims sold in the
market are true and
they meet a set envi-
ronmental standard.
Also  the certifica-
tion plan will set up
a mechanism to find
out where and how

hydrogen was pro-
duced. When con-
sumers, industries

and international
partners will believe
that certified green
hydrogen is really
clean, market growth
will be rapid. Certifi-
cation will work like
a quality assurance
seal. There are also
some challenges in
the development of
the green hydrogen
economy and the im-
plementation of the
certification plan.
Actually, at pres-
ent, the production
of green hydrogen is
costlier than grey hy-
drogen. Need to re-
fine technologies and
achieve economies of
scale to reduce costs.
The production, stor-
age and transporta-
tion of green hydro-
gen will require the
creation of huge new
infrastructure. It is
important to develop
international stand-
ards for prcductlon,
quality and r safety”
and follow them. The
certification plan is a
big step in this direc-
tion. Training pro-
grams are required
to prepare skilled
manpower for green
hydrogen field. The
Government of India
is taking proactive
steps to face these
challenges. The fo-
cus is on incentive
and  infrastructure
development under
the National Green
Hydrogen  Mission.
Green hydrogen is
an important pillar
of India’s clean en-
ergy future. India's
National Green Hy-
drogen Mission pro-
vides an outline to
realise this potential.
Launching Green
Hydrogen Certifica-
tion Scheme A de-
cisive step towards

this mission. The
launch of the scheme
reflects India’s com-
mitment to the green
hydrogen economy.
It will not only help
achieve the ambi-
tious target of fifty
lakh metric tonnes
of green hydrogen
production by 2030
of India, but will set
India as a reliable
and leading player in
the global green hy-
drogen landscape. As
the world is moving
towards clean ener-
gy, India’s Green IIy-
drogen Mission and
its certification plan
presents an inspiring
example. It shows
how a nation can face
its energy cha]leng»
es, create

o
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REFELCTION

Everything clearly re-
flects. it reflects when
you are loved, it reflects
when you are unloved,
it reflects when you are
relaxed, it veflects when
you are disturbed. it re-
flects when you think of
someone and blush, it
reflects when someone
waits for you and your
rush. a mere reflec-
tion of love sweetens
everything around you
and a bare reflection of
love poisons everything
around you. eyes with
kindness, mouth with
sweetness, skin - with
softness and thoughts
with greatness  stay
desirable. don't let an-
ything come in you
that you don't want
the world to see, be-
cause everything that
is in there will reflect.
everything throws
some signals that are
felt by everyone around
{; reflection  dou-

les your power when
it bri mf you inside out
and it halves your pow-
er when it brings you
outside in.

life is easy when you
and your reflection are
on the same page, life is
difficult when you are
your reflections don't
really talk to each other
and Tife is death when
your own reflection is
your enemy. clean your-
self everyday as you get
yourself dirty everyday,
nourish yourself every-
day as you fight a bat-
tle everyday, cherish
yourself evelyday as
you remain with your-
self everyday, adjust
with yoursell evendav
as you change yourself
everyday, hold your-
self everyday as you let
fall yourself everyday,
save yourself everyday
as you spend yourself
everyday, praise your-
self everyday as you in-
sult yourself everyday,
celebrate yourself every
day as you find yourself
everyday.

Moral: Be so clean
in life that you can
feel proud of your
reflection.

LB TUE BN

opportunities and
also protect the en-
vironment. This is a
new chapter of green
energy, and India is
all set to write this
chapter.

(Vijay Garg Re-
tired Principal Ed-
ucational Columnist
Eminent Education-
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CM Mann hails Punjab's learning leap

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

n a significant reflec-

tion of the ongoing ed-

ueational transforma-

tion in Punjab, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann on Sunday declared
that the remarkable per-
formanee of students in the
recent Class 10 and 12 board
examinations signals a new
dawn for the state, inching it
closer to the vision of a
‘Rangla Punjab. He said the
state's youth are playing a de-
cisive role in reshaping Pun-
jab's destiny through aca-
demic excellence.

Addressing the meritori-
ous students during a felici-
tation ceremony at his offi-
cial residence in Chandi-
garh, the Chief Minister
praised the outstanding re-
sults as-a testament to the
revolutionary  changes
brought aboutin the educa~
tion sector by the Aam Aad-
11 Party (AAP) government.
He proudly noted that gov-
emment schools, especially
in rural areas, have sur-
passed expectations. Rural
schools registered an excep-
tional pass percentage of
96.00%, while urban gov-
ernment schools followed
closely with an impressive
94%, marking one of the
highest performances in re-
cent history.

Mann highlighted that
nearly 1,000 out of Punjab’s
3.840 senior secondary
schools achieved a perfect
100% pass percentage.
Drawing a contrast with
neighboring Harvana, he re-

marked that while Punjab
celebrates academic excel-
lence, several schools in
Haryana recorded complete
failures—astark indicator of
the widening gap in educa-
tional standards.
Inamoment of particular
pride for the state, the Chief
Minister noted that many
of the top-performing stu-
dents hailed from small and
remote villages, underscor-
ing the deep impact of edu-
cational reforms even in the
state's most far-flung cor-
ners, “This is the new Pun-

budding sportspersans,
effectively balancing their
educationsal goals with sport-
ing purstits. The competitive
nature of this year's exami-
nations was further illus-
trated by three students who
seored identical top marks.
Amritsar district, he said,
emerged as the best-per-
forming distriet overall.
Expressing gratitude to
the teachers and parents,
the Chief Minister called the
educators the “unsung he-
roes” of Punjab's education
success story. He acknowl-

jab," hesaid, ing the
idea that transformation is
truly taking root across all
sections of society.

Mann also drew aftention
to the fact that 26 of the
high achievers are not only
academic performers but

edged their relentless efforts,
dedication, and persever-
ance, which have culminat-
ed in the extraordinary per-
fummme of their students.

formed boys in both the 10th
and 12th exams. Mann at-
tributed this to the state gov-
ernment’s focused efforts on
ensuring quality education
reaches every corner of Pun-
jab. especially for girls. The
administration’s initiatives
have opened new doors for
young women, empowering
them to shine in academic
fields and beyond. He ex-
tended hearifelt congratula-
tions to all the successiul
students, encouraging them
to pursue higher education
and set an example for oth-
ers.

“The students, their fam-
ilies, and their teachers de-
serve all the praise,” Mann
said. “Through their hard

C ing the tradition of
female academic excellence,
girls onee again outper-

Massive crowd gathers for
Tiranga procession in Bulandshahr

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshahr

In a powerful display of ua-
tional pride and unity,
massive Tiranga (Tnco]mu-)
Procession was organized in
Bulandshahr city on Sun-
day evening, drawing thou-
sands of enthusiastic par-
tcipants. The Shaurya Tiran-
ga Yatra, as the eventwas of-
ficially named, became a
grand celebration of patriot-
ism, valor, and collective
pride, as people from all
walks of life took to the
streets waving the Indian
flag and raising slogans in
praise of the nation.

The procession saw the
active participation of vari-
ous groups, including meni-
bers of Hindu organizations,

iya Janata Party (BIP)
worl ., ex-servicemen,
NCC cadets, scout guides,
and volunteers from multiple
social service organizations.
The streets of Bulandshahr
were transformed intoa sea
of saffron, white, and green
as people of all ages joined
the march, their hearts brim-
ming with patriotic fervor.

Among the key highlights
of the procession was the
enthusiastic presence of
Sadar MLA Pradeep Chaud-
hary. who not only walked
alongside the participants
but also danced energetical-
ly to patriotic tunes, waving
the national flag with visible
zeal. His spirited perform-
ance quickly caught the at-

tention of the crowd and

CM Saini pledges

Praveen Attre

New Delhi/Chandigarh

A grand state-level cele-
bration of Shri Guru
Gorakhnath Prakatotsav was
held in Sonipat today under
the ‘Sant-Mahapirusha Sam-
man Vichar Evam Prasar Yo~
jana’, an initiative of the
Haryana Government aimed
at promoting the teachings of
saints and revered personal-
ities across all segments of so-
ciety. Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini attended
the event as the chief guest
and reiterated the state gov-
emment’s dedication to in-
clusive development guided
by the principles of spiritual
and moral values.

‘M

soon went viral on social
media, symbolizing the pas-
sion and unity that marked
the event.

‘Women played a promi-
nent role in the procession,
many of them carrying the
national flag and placards in-
seribed with messages laud-
ing the success of Operation.
Sindoor. The slogans res-
onated with deep emotion,
expressing gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and saluting the ef-
forts of the nation’s defense
forces. The women’s partic-
ipation further underscored
the inclusive spirit of the
event, demonstrating that
patriotism knows no gen-
der.

‘The Shaurya Tiranga Yatra
covered a distance of nearly
‘two kilometers, starting from
Rajay Babu Park at Kala
Aam. The event began with
a tribute to the martyrs and
national heroes, setting a
solemn vet proud tone for
the procession. The ceremo-
nial hoisting of the national
flag by prominent dignitaries

Addressing the gathering,
the Chief Minister paid hom-
age (0 Shri Guru Goralhnath
Jiand expressed gratitude for
participating in the Praka-
totsav. He described the oc-
casion as a moment of im-
mense fortune and empha-
sized the government's com-
mitment to the upliftment of
every section of soc i
spired by the ideals and
teachings of saints. He stat-
ed that improving the stan-
dard of living of the poorest
citizens remains the primary
goal of the current adminis-
tration. On this oceasion, the
Chief Minister made several
announcements; incuding
the naming of a chowk in

muarked the formal inaugu-
ration of the yatra.

Several senior leaders and
political figures were present
on the oceasion, lending sig-
nificance and gravitas to the
event. Among them were
State Minister Narendra
Kashyap, Member of Par-
liament Dr. Bhola Singh,
BJP District President Vikas
Chauhan, and MLAs Laxmi
Raj Singh, Meenakshi Singh,
and Pradeep Chaudhary.
Their presence was warmly
weleomed by the erowd, who
joined in cheering and rais-
ing slogans such as “Bharat
Mata ki Jai” and “Jai Shri
Ram.”

The vibrant atmosphere
of the city was further ele-
vated by the sounds of
marching bands, DJ music
plaving patriotic songs.
and the collective chants
that echoed through the
streets. The entire city ap-
peared united in its cele-
bration of India’s spirit
and the success of nation-
al initiatives like Opera-
tion Sindoor.

work and dedi these
students will become role
models for others.” He em-

phasized that the govern-
mentremains fully commit-
ted to creating a conducive
learning environment, es-
pecially for girls, ensuring
that every child in Punjab
has the opportunity to suc-
ceed.

‘Mann also highlighted
Punjab’s historical legacy of
resilience and excellence, as-
serting that the state hasal-
ways been a frontrunner and
will continue to lead through
the tireless efforts of its peo-
ple. “Tam not working for the
next election; I am working
for the next generation,” he
said, stressing that the series
of reforms ‘and initiatives
taken under his leadership
are aimed at building a
stronger future forthe state.

The Chief Minister noted
the global success of Pun-
jabis, proudly stating that
Punjab is the only statein the
world whose people have a
significant presence across
global industries. He cited
that 45% of the engineers
working with aerospace giant
Boeing hail from Guru
Nanak Engineering College
in Ludhiana. Moreover, the
CEOs of leading companies
like Flipkart, Ola. and Mas-
tercard also have Punjabi
roots,

Mann emphasized that
theyouth of Punjab possess
extraordinary potential and
that their talent must be har-
nessed for the state’s
progress. “They are like air-
craft, and our government
will act as their launehpad,”
he said, adding that he will

not rest until every young

person in the state gets the
opportunity to fulfill their
aspirations.

He urged the students to
remain grounded despite
their successes and to re-
member that hard work is
the only key to lasting
achievement. He encour-
aged them to look for op-
portunities within Punjab
itself, stressing that there is
ample scope for growth and
prosperity on their home
soil. “Our mission is to en-
sure that Punjab becomes a
hub of education, opportu-
nity, and pro; ," he said.

In a strong message
against the menace of drugs,
Mann pointed to the dam-
age caused by previous gov-
ernments’ neglect, which he
said left the state vulnerable
to addiction. He appealed to
the students and youth to
join the government's fight
against drug abuse, calling
the issue a “blot” on Pun-
jab’s image, Mann reiterat-
ed his government's com-
mitment to the anti-drug
campaign ‘Yudh Nasheyan
De Virudh' (War Against
Druggs), asserting that the
goal is to completely eradi-
cate the scourge and restore
the state’s dignity and
health.

With a blend of pride and
determination, Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann con-
cluded that Punjab’s future
lies in the hands of its youth,
and through education, em-
powerment, and resilience,
thestate is on a transforma-
tive path toward becoming a
‘model for the entire country,

BJP should take "tuition’
from Socialists on river
cleaning: Akhilesh

Lucknow
Samajwadi Party supremo
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday,
accused the BJP of mis-
leading people in the name
of river cleaning and said it
should take "tuition” from
Socialists on how to clean
rivers.

n astatement, he said the
BJP had promised to clean
riversbut failed to deliver on.
its commitment.

Large-scale corruption
has taken place in the name
of river rejuvenation, heal-
leged.

Referring to the Gomti
riverfront project initiated
during his tenure as Uttar
Pradesh chief minister, Ya-
dav said, "The wark done by,
the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment for cleaning rivers
was halted by the BJP gov-
ernment. Even the Gomti

nva Emm pn)_|u:{ aworld-
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mi Gange slogan has van-
ished and now, in the name
of Yamuna cleaning, even
the flora and fauna are vic-
fims of the BJP's gimmicks,"
he said.

Yadav said, "If BJP lead-
ers wish, they ¢an take tu-
ition from the Socialists on
river cleaning. They can
even organise guest lectures
by Samajwadi Party leaders
to learn from the Gomti
riverfront project about

pl d by
our g\)vzmment w15 not
allowed to be completed. It
showed how rivers across
the state could be cleaned.
The BIP made tall promis-
es about cleaning the Gan-
ga but failed to deliver even
after 10 years in power."
He targeted the Centre's
flagship Namami Gange
programme, calling it a slo-
gan that has "vanished"and
claimed even the aquatic
life in the Yamuna had be-
come a casualty of the ruling
party’s rhetoric.
"The BJP has deceived
people several times in the
name of rivers. The Nama-

and b
tion - free of cost.”

Rivers give life, they don't
take it, he asserted.

"Will there only be politics
over the Yamuna now or
will funds meantfor dean-
ing be siphoned off instead?
Let's not forget that the Ya-
niuna flows behind the Taj
Mahal, a global tourist at-
traction. A polluted river
tarnishes the government’s
image too," he added.

Citinga Wildlife Institute
of India study. the Kannauj
MP claimed chemical pol-
lution in the Ganga was
threatening several aquatic
species.

Saharanpur Railway Station undergoes major
redevelopment under Amrit Bharat Scheme

Staff Reporter
Saharanpur
Saharanpur Railway Sta-
tion in Uttar Pradesh is un-
dergoing significant rede-
velopment as part of the
Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme, a nationwide ini-
tiative aimed at moderniz-
ing 1,309 railway stations
across India. The ambitious
project, launched by Indian
Railways, is designed to
transform key transit hubs
with enhanced infrastruc-
ture and passenger ameni-

ties.

Situated on the vital Am-
ritsar—Howrah and Delhi—
Dehradun rail routes, Sa-
haranpur Railway Station

Ssharunpus Railway Statio after

serves a region widely
known for sugarcane pro-

duction and playsa crucial
role in regional connectivi-
ty. On February 26, 2024,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi laid the foundation
stone for the redevelopment
of 553 stations under the
scheme, including Saha-
ranpur.

The station’s transforma-
tion includes a wide array of
modern amenities and ar-
chitectural upgrades. New-
ly constructed roof plazas,
landscaped areas, designat-
ed children’s play zones,
food courts, kiosks, and eco-
friendly features are part of
the redesigned station lay-

accessibility for people with
disabilities and a design that
reflects local culture and
heritage.

Key facilities at Saharan-
pur have already seen sub-
stantial upgrades. Waiting
areas, ticket booking halls,
retiving rooms. and toilets
have been renovated to of-
fer a cleaner and more com-
fortable experience. Pas-
sengers now benefit from
wider pathways, modern-
zed entry and exit gates, en-
hanced parking facilities,
improved signage, and up-
graded seating arrange-

differently-abled individu-
als.

‘The Amrit Bharat Station
Scheme represents Indian
Railways' commitment to
improving travel experi-
ences for millions of pas-
sengers by creating stations
that are not only efficient
and user-friendly but also
aesthetically aligned with
regional identities.

Alongside Saharanpur,
stations suchas Meerut City,
Modinagar, Muzaffarnagar,
and Roorkee are also set to
be redeveloped under the
same scheme, further ex-

ments. The rede:
ludes dedi

out. These enha

alsoi d fea-

are coupled with improved

tures for the convenience of

Mother poisons herself and two children
after domestic dispute, all critical

Rajan Pum_hlu

In a shocking and heart-
breaking incident from the
Chachiot area under the
Gohar sub-division of Man-
di district, a 26-year-old
woman allegedly poisoned
her two young sons and
herself following a domestic
dispute. The woman, iden-
tified as Kusum, wife of
Naresh Kumar, reportedly
took this extreme stepina
fit of rage after an argu-
ment with her husband.
The incident took place in

the willage of Bhota
Suikhibai. Kusium is said to
have consumed poison and
also forced her two chil-
dren—aged just two and
seven—to ingest it. The hor-
rifying act came to light
when the family members
noticed the trio vomifing
and immediately rushed
them to the Gohar Hos
Considering the severity of
their condition, they were
referred tothe Medieal Col-
lege in Nerchowk, where all
three are currently under-
going treatment. The con-

dition ofthe two children is
said to be extremely eritical.

The tragedy has sent
shockwaves through the
commtinity. Questions are
being raised about what lev-
el of anger could push a
mother to such a devastat-
ing actagainst her own ¢hil-
dren—whom she had once
carried in her womb for
nine months. People atthe
hospital and in the com-
munity are expressing beth
grief and outrage, strug-
gling to comprehend how a
mother could take such a

step.

Police reached the spot
soon after being informed
but were unable to record
Kusum's statement due to
her critical condition. In-
vestigations are underway,
and the authorities are wait-
ing for her to recover
enough to provide details of
whatled to the incident.

The entire region remains
in a state of disbelief and
SOITOW, 48 Drayers pour in
for the survival of the inno-
cent children caught in a
storm of adult conflict.

inclusive progress through saintly values

Sonipat after Shri Guru
Gorakhnath Ji. He also de-
clared a grantof $31 lakh for
the renovation of
Dharamshalas belm:\gmg to
the Jogi community in the
state. Additionally, he dis-
tributed 30 motorized tricy-
cles to persons with disabil-
ies as part of a larger initia-
tive under Indian Oil's CSR
fund, which will provide 100
such tricycles.

Prior to the event, the Chief
Minister inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone for
four development projects
wort approximately
T104.05 crore. This included
the foundation stone for
three new projects totaling

%84.82 crore and the inau-
guration ofa completed proj-
ect worth 319.23 crore.
Highlighting the recent
success of ‘Operation Sin-
door', €M Saini lauded the
courage and discipline of In-
dia’sarmed forces under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Referring
to the recent terror attack in
Pahalgam, he said the nation
mourned the loss of innocent
lives and stood united in its
reso]ve against terrorism:
Sindoor; henoted,
was a decisive and swift
counter-terrorism measure
that destroyed key terror
hubs in Pakistan within three
hours, sending a clear mes-

sage to the world that India
would not tolerate terrorism
in any form.

The Chief Minister de-
seribed India as a land of
saints and sages, whose
teachings form a collective
heritage that all citizens must
work to preserve and pro-
mote. He noted that since the
formation of the Modi gov-
ernment in 2014, Haryana
has taken several steps under

Referring to the global pro-
motion of yoga, CM Saini
said that Shri Guru
Gorakhnath Ji played a piv-
otal rolein taking the knowl-
edge of yoga to the masses.
Tnspired by this legacy, Prime
Minister Modi launched ef-
forts to globalize yoga, cul-
minating in the United Na-
tions’ declaration of June 21
as International Yoga Day
2014 Tndl.\v yogais wide-

the'Sant purusha Sam-
man Vichar Evam Prasar Yo-
jana’ to disseminate the val-
ues taught by spiritual lead-
ers. The celebration of Shri
Guru Gorakhnath Ji's birth
anniversary is a significant
part of thisongeing initiative.

Iy ized and practiced
worldwide. In Haryana, the
government has made yogaa
compulsory subject for stu-
dents from Class 1 to 10 start-
ing from the 2022-23 aca-
demic session. Yoga educa-
tion is also being imparted at

the college and university
level. To institutionalize these
efforts, the Haryana Yoga
Commission has been estab-
lished. Additionally, the state
is promoting physical fithess
through the development of
yoga and vyayamshalas in
rural areas: As of now, 687
vyayamshalas have been
made operational, with an-
other 300in various stages of
development.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment to the
welfare of backward classes
and the underprivileged, CM
Saini said it is the adminis-
tration’s responsibility to
simplify and dignify the lives
of citizens.

tending the benefits of mod-
em infrastructure to more
parts of northern India.

Over 10 kg heroin
recovered in
Amritsar 3 held

Chandigarh
Punjab Police on Sunday
said it has busted an in-
ternational narco traffick-
ing cartel with the arrest of
its three operatives after
recovering 10.2 kg heroin
from their possession.

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) Gauray Yaday
said the accused have been
identified as Akashdeep
Singh (22) and Akash alias
Mota (19), both residents
of Cheema Kalan in Tarn
Taran and Sandeep Singh
(30), a resident of Kotli
Vasawa Singh in Tarn
Taran.

Apart from recovering
heroin, police have also
impounded their two mo-
torcycles, which were be-
ing used to deliver the
drugs.

DGP Yadav said a pre-
liminary probe has re-
vealed that Akashdeep and
Sandeep remained in
touch with some Pakistan
smugglers from across the
border for the past six
years.

The Pakistani smugglers
were using drones to de-
liver heroin consignments
across the border, which
was then distributed at
various locations for fur-
ther distribution, he said,
adding that further probe
is on to trace backward
and forward linkages in
this network.




Ahead of

India Series, ECB
sacks data
analysts as
McCullum set

to rely on gut:

Report

London:
England and Wales
Cricket  Board has

sacked its data analyslts
Freddie Wilde and Na-
than Leamon, weeks
ahead of Test series
against India as head
coach Brendon McCul-
lum wants to put more
emphasis on gut feeling
and intuition,
Advertisement
England's new Wor]d
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RR continue poor run while batting second
in IPL 2025, shp to another narrow loss

Jaipur:
ajasthan
(RR)  continued
their disappoint-

ing run in the ongoing
Indian Premier League
(IPL), with yet anoth-
er narrow defeat while
batting second against
Punjab Kings (PBKS) at
Jaipur on Sunday.

Advertisement

RR's poor run while
chasing a target con-
tinues this season. This
season has often wil-
nessed the opening pair

Royals

of Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Sanju Samson/Vaib-
hav Sur hi setting

Test Cl

cycle starts with a five-
match series against a
new-look Indian  side,
starting June 20 at the
Headingley.

“Two of England's sen-
ior cricket analysts, Na-
than Leamon and Fred-
die Wilde, are leaving
the set-up in a move that
suggests the national
side will place less em-
phasis on data moving
forward,” The Daily Tel-
egraph reported.

Advertisement

“Leamon and Wilde
— England's senior data
analyst and white-ball
analyst respectively —
are both winding down
their involvement with
the national team.

“Neither will be in-
volved in  England's
white-ball series

against West Indies at
the end of the month,
which marks the start
of Harry Brook's reign
as captain in both lim-
ited-overs formals,” Lhe
report further stated.
After seeing Rohit
gelling 'bored’ at No.4-
5, Shastri decided to
make 'Hitman' opener'
MecCullum hasn't
been a firm believer
in data-only approach,
which he feels is more
suited for T20 format
compared to longer ver-

sion.

“The England hierar-
chy believe that analy-
sis is more important in
franchise cricket than
the international game,
where players tend to
have fewer easily ex-
ploitable ~ weaknesses,”
the report stated.

McCullum also feels
that lesser number of
support staff also leads
to an uncomplicated at-
mosphere.

“As part of this ap-
proach, England players
are encouraged to take
more responsibility for
their preparation and
performance and there
has been a reduction in
the number of support
staff on malch days to
de-clutter the dressing
room,” the report added.

In fact, England's ap-
proach has been to con-
trary to India's where
Rahul Dravid's era saw
more and more empha-
sis on data.

things up nicely for RR,
only for the middle-or-
der to succumb to the
nerves and scoreboard
pressure and leave their
team just a few runs
short of the chase.

This season, RR has
batted second in nine
matches, only winning
once. They have lost on
eight occasions. They
have tied with now-de-
funct Pune Warriors
India (PWI) for most
losses batting second in
a season. PWI also lost
eight matches in 2012
and 2013 while batting
second.

Advertisement

While batting second,
RR has suffered some re-
ally narrow losses. This

LWnin

run of disappointing
last-over losses started
with the match against
DC, where, needing nii
runs in the final over,
they lost the match in
the Super Over after
the game ended in a tie.
After that, they have
suffered heartbreaking
losses to Lucknow Su-
per Giants (by two runs),
against Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru (by 11
runs), to Kolkata Knight
Riders (by one run) and
now Punjab Kings (by 11
runs).

MINOUS

Dhruy Jurel (302 in
12 innings with two fif-
ties and a strike rate of
150.24), Shimron Het-
(227 runs in 12
s with a fifty and
rike rate of 142.76),
Riyan Parag (390 runs
in 13 innings with a fif-
ty and a strike rate of
168.24), and Shubham
Dubey (106 runs in eight
innings with a strike rate
of 160.60) have failed to
finish matches on a posi-
tive note for RR.

With RR sitting at the
ninth spot with three

PBKS' Wadhera reveals secret behind team's
consistent 200-runs totals in IPL 2025

_ guipur:
After the completion
of the first innings be-
tween Rajasthan Royals
(RR) and Punjab Kings
(PBKS) in the Indian
Premier League (IPL)
2025 on Sunday, left-
hand batter Nehal Wad-
era opened up on the
reason behind scoring
200-plus runs constant-
ly in the ongoing tourna-
ment.

The Shreyas Iyer-led
team has slammed six
200-plus scores in the
ongoing 18th edition of
the cash-rich league so
far in the 12 matches
they have played in the
competition.

"It was wonderful
batting there today. 1
think Shreyas bhai and
1 both played well to-
gether. I think 220 is
a very good score on
this wicket. Shashank
and Omarzai played
well towards the end.
The talks have been
clear with the captain
and coach. We have to
punish the loose balls;
that's why we are scor-
ing 200 runs frequent-
ly," Nehal Wadhera said
after the first innings.

Advertisement

“That positive ap-
proach has helped us.
think the preparations
happen in the nets. The
way the players play in
the nets, they play sim-

R e - —- . T

lldl'lV in the game. It is
quite hot today, but the
surface is looking good.
We have good bowlers,
Tam pretty sure we are
going to nail this game
the uncapped Indian
pldver ad(ﬁ-d
career-best
ha]f century from Ne-
hal Wadhera and a
blistering effort from
Shashank Singh to-
wards the end overs
helped Punjab Kings
(PBKS) score 219/5 in
their 20 overs against
Rajasthan Royals (RR)
in their Indian Premier
League (IPL) match at
Jaipur on Sunday.
After being reduced

to 34/3 following
their decision to bat
first,  half-centuries
from Wadhera (70*
in 37 balls, with five
fours and five sixes)
and hanlk

wins and 10 losses, one
cannot help but won-
der how their campaign
could have been had they
won all these matches.

Opting to bat first,
PBKS was 34/3. Fol-
lowing that, a 67-run
stand between skipper
Shreyas Iyer (30 in 25
balls, five fours) and
Nehal Wadhera (70 in
37 balls, with five fours
and five sixes) and a 58-
run partnership between
Wadhera and Shashank

Singh (59" in 30 balls,
with five fours and three

This season, RR has
batted second in nine
matches, only win-
ning once. They have
lost on eight occa-
sions.

sixes) solidified PBKS's
hold on the game. Then
an explosive partnership
between Shashank and
Azmatullah Omarzai (21*
in three balls, with three
fours and a six) took
PBKS to 219/5 in their
20 Overs.

Tushar  Deshpande
(2/37) was the leading
wicket-taker for RR.

In the run-chase,
young openers Yashasvi
Jaiswal (50 in 25 balls,
with nine fours and a
six) and Vaibhav Surya-
vanshi (40 in 15 balls,
with four boundaries
and four sixes) provided
RR with the start they
needed, getting 76 runs
injust 4.5 overs. RR kept
up with the run-rate de-
spite losing wickets later,
with Dhruv Jurel (53 in
31 balls, with six fours
and four sixes) play-
ing another fine knock.
However, other batters
failed to respond to the
scoreboard  pressure,
falling 11 runs short,
with RR finishing at
209/7.

"Couldn't carry on momentum
we got in powerplay": Sanju Samson
on his team's loss against PBKS

aij

than Royals (RR)
skipper Sanju Samson re-
vealed the reason behind
his team’s defeat against
the Punjab Kings (PBKS)
in the 59th encounter
of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025 on

A brilliant bowling
performance from left-
arm spinner Harpreet
Brar guided the Punjab
Kings (PBKS) team to
victory over the Rajast-
han Royals (RR) by 10
runs at the Sawai Mans-
ingh Stadium.

Speaking about the
team's loss, the wicket-
keeper-batter said at the

post-match resenta-
tion, "We started off well,
couldn't ask for anything

more from the openers,
having scored 90 runs
in the powerplay. We
couldn't carry on the
momentum we got in
the powerplay. It (tar-
get) was quite achiev-

able today. The wicket
played completely dif-
ferent today. That was a
chaseable score with the
kind of power-hitters
we had. It's a bit hard
to nail it down to one
thing, we have to get the
job done. A couple of ex-
perienced guys should
take responsibility and
do their job. Definitely a
lot of improvements to
be done for the upcom-
ing season. We can't try
much, the first priority is
to win the game (vs CSK)."

Opting to bat first,
PBKS was 34/3. Follow-
ing that, a 67-run stand
between skipper Shreyas
Iyer (30 in 25 balls, five
fours) and Nehal Wad-
hera (70 in 37 balls, with
five fours and five sixes)
and a 58-run partnership
between Wadhera and
Shashank Singh (5¢9* in
30 balls, with five fours
and three sixes) solidi-
fied PBKS's hold on the
game.

KL Rahul's century drives DC to
competitive 199 / 3 against GT

New Delhi:

A masterclass century
under pressure by open-
er KL Rahul and his
useful partnerships with
Abishek Porel and Axar
Patel helped Delhi Capi-
tals (DC) march to 199/3
in their 20 overs against
Gujarat Titans (GT) at
Arun Jaitley Stadium on
Sunday.

Advertisement

With this century, KL
has scored his fifth IPL
ton and overall seventh
in T20s. DC needs to
defend 200 to secure
their seventh win of the
season and boost their

playoff chances.
After GT put DC to
bat first, the visitors

surely pmved their deci-
sion right as for the first
three overs, GT pacers
d Siraj and

9
in 30 balls, with five
fours and three sixes)
gave PBKS a massive
score to defend, with
supporting Knocks
from skipper Shreyas
Iyer and Azmatullah
Omarzai.

Before the beginning
of the game between
the Rajasthan and
Punjab sides, the In-
dian national anthem
was played in the sta-
dium.

Arshad Khan huilt up
pressure on _openers
KL Rahul and Faf Du
Plessis, not letting them
even collect singles. Taf
continued his  medio-
cre run, succumbing to
the pressure. He gave
an easy catch to Siraj
at mid-on, but Arshad
Khan dismissed him for
five in 10 balls. DC was
16/1 in 3.2 overs.
Abishek Porel joined
KL on the crease, and

[PL 2025: Time for Pant to fire as LSG hopes hang in balance

_Lucknow:
Rishabh Pant will aim
1o hit the refresh button
after a wretched run as
Lucknow Super Giants
make one last ditch at-
tempt to stay alive in IPL
play-offs race by winning,
their remaining three
league matches, starting
with clash against Sun-
risers Hyderabad here
Monday.

Last year's finalists
SRH are already out of
contention and will be
playing for pride while
LSG have an_ outside
chance of sneaking into
the last-four if they can
5[(:( to 16 points with

ree emphatic wins.

LSG's net run-rate
-0.469 however makes
it virtually impossible
unless their last three
opponents are com-
pletely annihilated.

Advertisement

For SRH, it will be
a chance for some of
their players to shrug
off rustiness that has
plagued their cam-

paign through and
through.

The likes of Nitish
Kumar Reddy and Is-
han Kishan wouldn't
mind some runs under
their belt before they
leave the sub-continen-
tal shores for India A's
tour of England.

However, the hig-
ger context is skipper
Pant's personal form

which has nosedived

since his record Rs 27
crore bidding at the
IPL auctions last year.
With 128 runs from
11 games at a strike-
rate of less than 100
and average of 12.80,
it couldn't have gotten
worse for Pant. Things
can only go up from
here on.

Pant's name is doing
the rounds for the Test
vice-captaincy and

even though IPL is a
different format, get-
ting a few 1mpd(tful
innings and gmdmg
the m to vicl

good optics just
before any major an-
nouncement.

The forced break
couldn't have come at
a more opportune time
as it must have given
the stockily built Ro-
urkee man a chance to

0 back to the drawing

oard and analyse his
own game.

LSG will also want
their main batter Nich-
olas Pooran (410 runs)
to start firing once
again as he had tapered

after a bright start
in the first five or six
games.

New Zealand seam-
er William O' Rourke
is a_welcome addition
in place of an injured
Mayank Yadav; who is
once again out for an
indefinite period.

It will once again de-
pendontopthreewhich
includes South African
Aiden Markram (348)
and Mitchell Marsh
(378).

The problem with
LSG has been the mid-
dle order that hasn't
performed as per ex-
pectations, except save
Ayush Badoni (326).
David Miller (160 runs)
has also not set the
stage on fire during the
final overs.

the experienced Indian
batter put back pressure
on GT, with two well-
timed fours against Siraj
and by looting 17 runs
off Kagiso Rabada's first
over, the final one of the
powerplay. This includ-
ed two sixes and four
from Rahul.

At the end of six overs,

DC was 45/1, with KL
(36*) and Axar (1*) un-
beaten.
DC brought up their
50-run mark in seven
overs. KL brought up
another fifty in the sea-
son, in just 35 balls, with
five  boundari and
two sixes. This was his
fourth of the season.

Wth Porel dll(l Rahul
upping_the attack, DC
reached 81/1 in 10 overs,
with KL (56*) and Porel
(15%) unbeaten. After
getting to his fifty, Rahul
upped the ante, two
sixes against Rabada.

Their 9o-run  part-
nership ended, with Sai
Kishore getting  Porel
caught behind by Jos
Buttler for 30 in 19 balls
(with a four and three
sixes). DC was 106/2 in
12 overs.

Skipper Axar Patel
joined KL at the crease,
and the duo collected
some houndaries against
spinners. At the end of
15 overs, DC was 136/2,

ng part
nership between KL and
Axar was cut short as the
skipper was caught by
Sai Kishore on a Prasidh
Krishna delivery at third
man for 25 in 16 ba
with two fours and
DC was 151/3 in 16.2
overs.

KL continued his in-
nings unaffected by the
falling wickets, absorbin;
all the pressure. He final-
ly reached his fifth 1PL
century in 60 balls, with
12 fours and four sixes,
giving Prasidh_his most
expensive spell of the
season: 1/47 in four overs.

"He has been consistent in nets...": PBKS
skipper Iyer hails Brar after win over RR

_____Jaipt
Following, e's win
over  Rajasthan  Roy-

als (RR), Punjab Kings
(PBKS) skipper Shreyas
Iyer hailed spinner Har-
preet Brar for his spell,
saying that the bowler has
been extremely consistent
in the nets and his mind-
sel has been tremendous
throughout the tourna-

ment.

PBKS took a step closer
to their playoff qualifica-
tion with a fine win over
RR. climbing up to the
second spot in the points
table. Fine half-centuries
from Nehal Wadhera and
Shashank Singh, and a
brilliant  three-wicket
haul from Harpreet Brar
were the standout perfor-
mances.

Speaking during the
post-match presenta-
tion, Tyer said, "T was just
passing on the message
to all the players to keep
a positive body language.
You tend to drop and feel

the game has gone away
from you, but [ am proud
of every player out there
to show that sort of great
and bold approach.”

Advertisement

"He (Brar) has been
consistent in the nets. He
wants to do the best for
himself; he was hung
t:;;] this fgg]p](:rtunih&gn
today I e st in
'md delivered atel?is best.

atulations to him,

and is mindset has been
tremendous thronghout.
Absolutely brilliant ap-
proach and attitude com-

ing in after the break, the
hoys were in high spirits
and we also needed a rest,
igoing forward in the
tournament, t was the
right time we came in to-
sether and showed the
<ind of mindset to win
irrespective of the situa-
tion. Going forward, we
saw that the spinners
were difficult to charge
over, we hardly got runs
off their spinners, and
that is one learning.
Apart from that, we can
change the game from
any situation.”
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Zelenskyy
meets US EU
leaders in
Rome ahead of
Trump-Putin
call

Kyiv:
Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy met
with top US officials

and European leaders in
Rome on Su.nday, part of
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UK judge notes 'confidential impediment'
in Nirav Modi extradition case

London:
London High
Court judge who
efused Nirav
Modi’s latest bail ap-
plication this week has
taken note in his judg-
ment of a “confiden-
tial impediment” in the
long-drawn extradition

eﬁ‘orts ahead of a l'ugh—
stakes phone call Mon-
day between US Pres-
ident Donald Trump
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin on end-
ing the war in Ukraine.

Zelenskyy spoke with
US Vice President JD
Vance and Secretary of
State Marco Rubio at
the US ambagsador's
residence, while Ger-
man Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz said he had
s{oken both to Zelen-
skyy and to Rubio on
the sidelines of the
new pope's inaugura-
tion.

Merz said that he
had also agreed with
the leaders of France
and Britain “that we
will speak again with
the American presi-
dent in preparation
for this conversation”.

“My firm impression
is that both the Euro-
peans and the Amer-
1cans are determined
to work together, but
now also in a goal-ori-
ented manner, to
ensure that this ter-
rible war ends soon,”
Merz told reporters in
Rome.

Trump said he plans
to speak by phone
Monday with Putin,
and will then speak to
Zelenskyy and lead-
ers of various NATO
countries, about end-
ing the war in Ukraine.

BUSINESS

pr di against the
imprisoned diamantaire
wanted in India on fraud
and money laundering
charges.

Justice Michael Ford-
ham on Thursday con-
cluded at a Royal Courts
of Justice bail hearing
that there are substan-
tial grounds for believ-
ing that if released on
bail, the 54-year-old
businessman would
“fail to surrender” and
his risk of absconding
remained higl

While Nirz bar-
rister argued in favour
of his bail from Lon-
don’s Thameside prison
based on the “long pas-
sage of time” without
trial, the judge high-
lighted the constraints
of a “confidential” pro-
cess that prevented his

surrender to the Indian
authorities even though
the legal process related
to his extradition had

“There is a ‘legal Tea-
son’ which relates to
‘confidential proceed-
ings'. The nature of this
is known to the appli-
cant (Nirav Modi), and

his lawyers; it is known
to the Home Office,
but apart from what 1
have recorded, nothing
is known by the CPS
[Crown Prosecution
Service] or by the Gov-
ernment of India, nor
by this court,” Justice
Fordham states.

CPS barrister Nicho-

las Hearn, appearing on
behalf of the Indian au-
thorities, confirmed to
the court that he “rec-
ognises and respects

the fact of the “existing
confidential  impedi-
ment” and the fact of
its confidentiality, for
“whatever reason it is
being kept confiden-

tial”,

“It is appropriate, in
the circumstances, that
the court should pro-
ceed with the same rec-
ognition and respect.
But the consequence is
this: there is, as a re-
sult, a significant limi-

when considering the
risks and implications
this case, and for
that matter when con-
sidering how to chara
terise the now long pas-
sage of time,” the judge
concluded in his ruling.
The confidential
proceedings,  alluded
to at various previous
court hearings linked
with Nirav Modi, are
believed to refer to an
asylum application, but
the exact nature of the
matter is unclear.
Meanwhile, Nirav
has remained in pris-
on in London since his
arrest in March 2019
and has made at least
seven previous bail at-
tempts, which have all
been rejected because
he poses a flight risk.

Israel says it has begun 'extensive' new ground

B Deir al-Balah:

Israel launched “exten-
sive” new ground oper-
ations in the Gaza Strip
while airstrikes in a new
offensive killed at least
103 people, including
dozens of children, over-
night and into Sunday,
hospitals and  medics
said, and forced northern
Gaza's main hospital to
close.

Airstrikes killed more
than 48 people in and
around the Palestinian
territory’s southern city of
Khan Younis, some hitting

houses and ents shelter-
ing displaced people, ac-

=,
/

cording to Nasser Hospital,
which said it struggled to

count the dead because of
the condition of the bodies.
Eighteen children and 13
women were among them,
spokesperson ‘Weam
Fares said.

In northern Gaza, a
strike on a home in the
built-up Jabaliya refugee
camp killed nine members
of a family, according to
the Gaza Health Minis-
try's emergency services.

Another strike on a
residence in  Jabaliya
killed 10, including sev-
en children and a wom-
an, according to the civil

defence, which operates
under the Hamas-run gov-
emment.

In Gaza City, Um
Mahmoud al-Aloul lay
across the shrouded body
of her daughter, Nour al-
Aloul.

“You took my soul with
you,” she cried. “T used to
turn off my phone from
how much you called.”

Israel's military had no
immediate comment, but
its statement announcing
the ground operations
said that preliminary
strikes over the past week

Deputy Chairman of Rajya
Sabha attends Inauguration
of Pope Leo XIV in Vatican

Rome:

An official delegation
of the government of
India comprising Rajyva
Sabha Deputy Chair-
man  Harivansh and
Nagaland Deputy Chief
Minister ~ Yanthungo
Patton on Sunday par-
ticipated in the Solemn
Ceremony marking the
inauguration of the
pontificate of Pope Leo
XIV.

Harivansh attended
the inaugural mass of
Pope Leo XIV at Saint
Peter’s Square in Vati-
can City in Rome.

“The participation of
the Indian delegation
in thlﬁ lmpormnt glob-

to continued dialogue
and engagement with
the Holy See to further
shared values.

He noted that Pope
Leo XIV's leader-
ship of the Catholic
Church comes at a
moment of profound
significance in ad-
vancing the ideals of
peace, harmony, soli-
darity and service.

In a post on X, PM
Modi stated, “I convey
sincere felicitations
and best wishes from
the people of India to
His Holiness Pope Leo
XIV. His leadership of
the Catholic Church
comes at a moment of

al ical event
reflects India’s deep
commitment to in-
terfaith engagement,
mutual respect among
communities and dip-
lomatic  engagement
with the Holy See,”
Rajya Sabha Secretar-
iat said in a statement.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had ex-
tended wishes to Pope
Leo XIV and expressed
India’s commitment

profound significance
in advancing the ide-
als of peace, harmony,
solidarity and service.
India remains com-
mitted to continued
dialogue and engage-
ment with the Holy
See to further our
shared values.”

Pope Leo, born Rob-
ert Prevost in Chi-
cago, was elected on
May 8, becoming the
first US-born Pope.

operations in Gaza

killed dozens of militants
and struck more than 670
targets. Israel blames ci-
vilian casualties on Ha-
mas because the militant

group operates from civil-
ian areas.
Israel | hed the of-

third month, with glob-
al food security experts
‘warning of famine across
the territory of more than
2 million people.

Israel has said it is pres-
sm‘mg Hdmd: to agree to
on

fensive Saturday with the

aims of seizing territory,

displacing hundreds of

thousands of Palestinians

to Gaza's south and tak-

ing greater control of aid
distribution.

An Israeli blockade on

, medicine and oth-

er supplies is now in its

Ia) ael's teﬂma — one that
would free Israeli hos-
tages held in Gaza, but
wouldn't necessarily end
the war. Hamas says it
wants a full withdrawal of
Israeli forces and a path-
way to ending the war as
part of any new ceasefire
deal.

Tata Steel Targets Rs 11,500
Crore Cost Takeouts

New Delhi:
Tata Steel, which is ex-
panding operations in
India and i

targeting "cost takeouts”
of Rs 11,500 crore (about
USD 1.3 billion) across
geographies by focusing
on controllable costs, the
company's ED and CFO
Koushik Chatterjee said.

In financial terms,
cost takeout refers to
strategic cost reduc-
tion measures taken
by companies by re-
moving

timisation with leaner
coal blends and fixed
overheads, he said.

"Looking ahead to
FY2026, our focus con-
tinues to be on control-
lable factors, and we
are targeting further
cost takeouts of al-
most Rs 11,500 crores,
roughly about Rs 1.3
billion across geogra-
phies by focusing on
controllable costs,” the
CFO said.

The statement has
comeata nmewhen the

4
expenses to improve
profitability and effi-

ciency.
Addressing an an-
alyst call, Koushik

said he will cover the
company's cost trans-
formation programme
across geographies as
to what has been done
so far and what has
been targeted in the
next 12-18 months.

The structural cost
takeout across all enti-
ties of Tata Steel dur-
ing FY25 was about Rs
6,600 crore focusing
on fixed cost takeout,
efficiencies in man-
ufacturing, procure-
ment, raw material op-

is
its Kalmgdnagar plant
capacity to 8 million
tonnes amid transition
to green steel making
processes in the UK and
the Netherlands.

In the two foreign
markets, the company
has already announced
job cuts.

In Q4 FY25, Tata
Steel reduced expenses
to Rs 54,167.61 crore
from Rs 56,496.88
crore in the year-ago
period. The compa-
ny has also posted an
over two-fold increase
in consolidated net
profit at Rs 1,200.88
crore in the March
2025 quarter.

India-EU FTA Talks: Deal in Two
Phases, Focus on Market Access

New Delhi:

ndia and the Europe-
Ian Union (EU) chief

negotiators have con-
cluded another round of
talks on the proposed
free trade agreement
(FTA) here and agreed
to reach a deal in two
phases, according to an
official.

"The 11th round of
talks concluded on May
16," the official said.

The two sides have
agreed to conclude the
agreement in two phas-
es on account of the
uncertain global trade
environment, particu-
larly due to the US tariff
actions under President
Donald Trump.

The talks focused on
areas like market access
offers in goods, servic-
es, and investment.

India has followed
the practice of negoti-
ating trade pacts in two
phases with Australia.
It is following a similar
approach to the US.

Commerce Secre-
tary Sunil Barthw-
al last month stated,

whuh may not be very
core to the trade, may-
be taking some more
time, then it is better
to focus on core trade
issues. So, we say that
first things first..We

the EU what can be the
early harvest of the first
tranche, where we can
do faster".

Besides  demanding
significant duty cuts in
automobiles and med-

s, the EU
wants tax reduction in
products like wines,
spi meat, poultry
and a strong intellectu-
al property regime.
goods'

Indian
ports to the EU, such as

ex-

Govt Electronics Scheme: 70 Applications, 80%

N New Delhi:

The government has re-
ceived 70 applications
for Rs 23,000-crore
electronics component
manufacturing scheme,
and majority of appli-
cants are small and me-
dium enterpnﬁex, Un-
ion minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

These applications
have come within half
a month of opening the
window for the scheme

"Electronics Com-
ponent Manufacturing
Scheme has received
tremendons  response.
Within 15 days of open-
ing the application,

around 70 applications
have come," Vaishnaw
said.

The minister did not
disclose the name of
applicants. However,

v
sources have earlier
mentioned that Tata
Electronies, Dixon Tech-
nologies, and Foxconn
were among the big
players that have shown

interest in the scheme.

Vaishnaw said that
while some of the big
players have applied,
there has been huge
interest in the scheme
from small and medium
players.

"80 per cent of the
applications have come
from small and medium

enterprises,” the minis-
ter said.

The government
opened applications

for the Rs 22,805-crore
electronics component
manufacturing  scheme
(ECMS) on May 1.

The scheme aims to
address demand-supply

deficit in the electronic
component segment.
Electronic Industries
Association  of India
(Eleina), the country's
oldest industry body of
the Indian electronics
sector, estimates that
the demand-supply
deficit for inputs in the
electronies segment will
increase to USD 248 bil-
lion (about Rs 21 lakh
crore) by 2030 to cater
to projected USD 500
billion electronics pro-
duction, and it would be
met largely by imports in
absence of any measure
from the government.
The major portion of

the scheme, Rs 21,093
crore, is earmarked for
sub-assemblies like
camera module, mul-
ti-layered printed circuit
board (PCB), flexible
PCB, passive compo-
nents that are fixed on
the PCB by machines.
A total of Rs 1,712 crore
has been earmarked for
making parts used in
sub-assemblies and cap-
ital goods used in elec-
tronies manufacturing.
The scheme classi-
fies display module and
camera module sub-as-
sembly in A category,
while category B prod-
ucts include bare com-

The two sides have
agreed to conclude
the agreement in two
phases on account of
the uncertain global
trade environment,
particularly due to the
US tariff actions under
President Donald
Trump.

ready-made garments,
pharmaceuticals, steel,

petroleum  products,
and electrical machin-
ery, can become more
competitive if the pact
gets concluded success-
fully.

On May 1, Commerce
and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal was
in Brussels to discuss
progress on the agree-
ment.

In June 2022, In-
dia and the 27-nation
EU bloc resumed mne-
gotiations after a gap
of over eight years. It
stalled in 2013 due to
differences over the
level of opening up of
the markets.

MSMEs

ponents like non-surface
mount devices (non-
SMD), multi-layered
printed circuit hoard,
lithium-ion  cells for
digital applications, en-
closures for mobile, 1T
hardware products and
related devices.

Category C includes
components like flexible
PCB, SMD passive com-
ponents.

Besides, components
used in making items
listed under A, B and C
categories as well as cap-
ital goods used in elec-
tronics  manufacturing
have been clubbed un-
der D category.

Cement
Industry Growth
in Q4 FY25:
Volume Gains,
Price Trends

New Delhi:

Large cement companies
have reported a volume
growth in the March
2025 quarter and expect
enhanced  performance
in FY26 on better sales
realisation and stable de-
mand.

Leading listed ce-
ment firms like UltraT-
ech, Ambuja Cements,
ACC, Shree Cements,
and Dalmia Bharat have
retained around 7 to
7.5 per cent growth for
the cement industry in
FY26, following govern-
ment spending on infra-
structure projects and
rural recovery.

However, they are cau-
tious about the geopolit-
ical tensions and chang-
ing trade landscape.

In the March quarter,
cement malkers reported
gains in volumes, rang-
ing from 3.5 to 10 per
cent and an enhanced
capacity utilisation on a
year-on-year basis.

However, their topline
numbers continue to
face challenges on ac-
count of lower year-on-
year sales realisation,
though input costs for
coal, petcoke and diesel
were significantly cheap-

er.

The all-India  aver-
age cement price was
around Rs 350 per 50 kg
bag in March 2025.

Overall, in FY25, ce-
ment prices declined by
7 per cent year-on-year
to Rs 340/bag.

In FY24, the average
prices stood at Rs 365/
bag against Rs 375/bag
in FY23, according to an
ITcra report.

The rating agency ex-
pects an improvement
in  operating margins
for the cement compa-
nies in FY26, helped by
tailwinds, as a marginal
hike in cement prices
and stable input costs.
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Nawazuddin Siddiqui is
my go-to actor: 'Costao’

director Sejal Shah

Mumbai

ilmmaker Sejal

Shah says she knew

onlyanactorwitha

calibre like
Nawazuddin Siddiqui would
be able to pull off the com-
plex role of former customs
officer Costao Fernandes in
her directorial debut
"Costao”.

What made her even
more confident in her choice
was that she and Siddiqui
had already collaborated on
the 2020 film "Serious
Men", on which Shah served
asa producer.

In "Costaq”, the 50-year-
old actor plays a fearless
customs officer named
Costao Fernandes, who took
on gold smugglers and cor-
ruption despite personal set-
backs. It is streaming on
ZEE5.

"I was very clear that | al-
ways wanted to cast Nawaz
for 'Costao' because I knew
that only he would be able to
pull off arole like this. There
are different shades to this
character and 1was already
working with him on ‘Seri-
ous Men'. We went to him
and by the time the script got
ready, we got the dates.

"He is like my go-actor. 1
love Nawaz, [ wish I could
keep working with him. The
big problem working with
Nawaz is that he spoils you
so much that yon want to
keep working with him all
the time. He is such a fan-
tastic actor and he elevates
the seript, he completely
strrenders to it, which isa
very big thing for such an ex-
perienced actor to do,” Shah
said.

The filmmaker said Sid-

diqui is a performer who
hasalot of respect forthe di-
rector's vision.

"I'm a new director, so
many times it happen:
there are so many
where we are discussing and
then he just tells me that
"This is what I feel, ulti-
mately the call is yows'. He's
one of those actors who is so
commiitted to his eraft,” she
said.

Shah, who has backed web
series such as "Aswr” and
"Decoupled”, said she spent
around three years doing
research for the film which
involved interactions with
the real-life Costao, his fam-
d several customs of-

Convincing Costao for the
biopic was not an easy feat,
said the filmmaker, adding it
took her nearly a vearto get

him on board.

"Costao had been chased
since 1990. Many people
had come to him. He is such
an honest person that he
didn't want me to lie about
certain things, he never said
'Let's not show the family
what happened and how his
relationship with his family
changed and what happened
after that incident’,

"He was very open to me
and said 'Let us speak the
truth, whether people ac-
cept it or not as that is the
harsh reality of life'. The
idea was to stay close to the
truth and that is why it's
not a whitewashed biopic.
We have staved as true as
possible because Costao is
such a person that he de-
mands the same honesty
and truth from all of us," she
added.

Ananya Panday, Ishaan

New Delhi
ctors
Ananya
Panday,
shaan
Khatter, singer
Anuv Jain, and
filmmaker Sulagna
Chatterjee have
featured in the
enlertainment
and sports sec-
tion of Forbes 30
Under 30 Asia
list, the American
business magazine
has announced.
The list show-
cas
30 young entre-
preneurs,
artists, athletes and
more from across the
| Asia-Pacific region
wnder the age of 30.
In its profile of 26-
year-old Panday,
Forbes notes the actor
has appeared in 11 films,
including 2019's "Stu-
dent of the Year 2" and

Dennis To returns as Grandmaster Wing
Chun in TP Man: Kung Fu Legend'
_ Washington

W
he iconic
arts franchise 1P
Man is set to have
another instalment,

TP Man: Kung Fu Legend."
with Hong Kong martial
artist and actor Dennis To
reprising his role as the leg-
endary grandmaster Wing
Chun.

As per Variety, the makers
of IP Man revealed the nest
instalment at the Cannes
Film Market.

Man: Kung Fu Master” star-
ring To, which gained inter-
national recognition for its

fresh perspective on the mar-
tial arts
ety:

As per the outlet, current-
Iy in production, TP Man:
Kung Fu Legend' is expected
to complete filming in the
third quarter with Well Go
handling North American
distribution across multiple
platforms.

All Rights Entertainment,
which previously managed
global distribution for "Ip
Man: Kung Fu Master," will

on, reported Vari-

es a total of

"CTRL", which released
last year.

"In April, Panday was
named Chanel's first Indi-
an brand ambassador, a
milestone for the luxury
brand's expansion in
South Asia. The daughter
of actor Chunky Panday,
she has 26 million follow-
ers on Instagram,” ac-
cording to the magazine.

Forbes stated Khatter,
29, is on the verge of be-
coming "an A-lister both in
Bollywopd and Holly-
wood".

"For his first film, the in-
die Hindi drama 'Beyond
the Clouds,” Khatter won
Filmfare Awards' Best
Male Debut in 2019 and
the India International
Film Academy's Best Male
Debut award. Khatter
moved on to star in ‘A
Suitable Boy' (2020) on
Netflix and last year acted
alongside superstar Nicole
Kidman in ‘"The Perfect
Couple'," read his profile.

Jain, also a songwriter,
has achieved global star-
dom while keeping true to
his acoustic roots, said
Forbes about the 29-year-
old from Ludhiana.

"He is known for his
heartfelt lyrics and mini-
mal instrumentation on
guitar and ukulele, giving
his songs an intimate feel.
He's chalked up 204 mil-
lion views on YouTube for

his 2023-released 'Husn'
and 107 million for his
breakout single 'Baar-
ishein.'

"On Spotify, he has 16
million monthly listeners
around the world and his
songs have surpassed 1.5
billion streams. In 2024,
Jain toured the UK., Aus-
tralia and other countries
in South Asia and com-
posed a song for the UN's
Earth Day album."

The magazine, in Chat-
terjee’s profile, said the
29-year-old dreamt of
bringing queer stories to

Khatter, Anuv Jain part of
Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia list

her favourite medium, TV.

"In 2020, Mumbai's
Dice Media tapped the
screenwriter to  write
'Firsts,' a mini-series on
meet-cutes seen through a
queer woman's lens. She
has written for the Netflix
show 'Feels Like Ishq' and
Jio Studio's 'Code M.'
Chatterjee is now finish-
ing and advertising a
crowdfunded film called
'Pehli Date,’ which has
been five years in the
making, and is an explo-
ration of two women's
first date."

Also part of the list in
the entertainment and
sports section are Korean
band Stray Kids; K-drama
star and Astro band mem-
ber Cha Eun-woo: K-dra-
ma actor Go Min-si; Yerin
Ha, who will lead
"Bridgerton" season four;
Philippine girl group Bini;
chess grandmaster D
Gukesh; and Paralympian
Sheetal Devi.

Deeply touched by
response to 'Tanvi The
Great' at Cannes market,
says Anupam Kher

Mumbai
teran Bollywood
actor  Anupam
Kher shared his
experience of the
grand premiere of his direc-
torial debut film "Tanvi The
Great' at the Cannes Film
TFestival 2025, Taking to the
Instagram handle, the actor
expressed his heartfelt grat-
itude towards the over-
whelming audience response
received at the premiere
night.

On Sunday, he shared a
video post on his Instagram
handle and wrote, "I am
deeply touched and hum-
bled by the emotional re-
sponse of the audiences from
all countries last night at the
#WorldPremiere of #Tan-
viTheGreat. They all said it
has a universal theme and it
Touched their heart. They
Joved everything specially
the music of the film by the
maestro @mmbkeeravaani
Sir. Waiting for all of you to
witness the love, magic and
labour of our film on 18th

July!! See you in the THE-
ATRES . Love and prayersal-
ways. Jai Hind!"

Annpam also thanked mu-
sieproducer MM Keeravaani
in his post. The post has gar-
nered thousands of views
and likes ever since it was
posted. Before the red carpet
ceremony at Cannes 2025,
the actor posted a creative
slow-motion reel on the social
media platform Instagram,
where he was seen walking
with his co-stars Boman
Irani, Karan Tacker, Pallavi
Joshi, and Shubhangi.

Alongside sharing his ex-
perience, Anupam also an-
nounced the release date of
his directorial debut "Tanvi
The Great' to his fans and fol-
lowers. The film will hit the
theatres onJuly 18, 2025, It
features Game of Thrones
actor lain Glen, Anupam
Kher, Jackie Shroff, Boman
Irani, Tamil actor Arvind
Swumy, Nasaar, Karan Tack-

2actor Sammy Janas Heaney
in the lead roles.

Dr Rosalin Patasani Mishra Takes

Mahari Dan

New Delhi
anskruti Centre for
Cultural Excel-
lence, an arts char-
ity based in Lon-
don, organised the World
Day for Cultural Diversity
at the British Parliament
House on the night of 14th
May. Titled Sauharda-
Building bonds, the event
is hosted by Baroness Ver-
ma- Chancellor of Roe-
hampton University and
Chair for U.N. Women
The role of cultural di
sity and performing arts in
fostering relatienships,
raising awareness and en-
hancing commuunity ¢
sion was under:
Dr Ragasudha Vinj
Founder of Sanskruti Cen-
tre, Her Excellency High
Commissioner of Belize
Ms Therese Rath and H.
Ambassador of Chile M
Ximena Fuentes. Present
on the occasion was also
Minister Katsuki from the

Embassy of Japan, social
entrepreneur Ashok Ver-
ma, renowned nature pho-
tographer Tony Rath and

members of the communi-
ties. Dr Rosalin Patasani
Mishra spoke passionately
about Odisha’s sacred clas-

ce to Briti arliament

sical tradition — Mahari
Dance — a spiritual art
form once performed by
temple dancers known as

Maharins. "Mahari Dance
is not just a performance;
it is a divine expression
rooted in devotion, re-
flecting the cultural and
spiritual  essence of
Odisha." she remarked.on
Mahari
Odisha.Colourful dances
were presented by the
young ambassadors of
Sanskruti and artists Man-
ju Sunil, Soundarya Gokul-
nath, Lakshmi Aveen and
Goan Dekhni was present-
ed by Dr Bernadette &
team. Sgt. David, navalof-
ficer in the Embagsy of
Chile presented a tradi-
tional cueca dance along
with his daughter.

The event ended with
acknowledgements and the
powerful message that arts
bring countries and com-
munities together for a joy-
ful mutual understanding
and appreciation, thus
building bonds amaong
them.

art form of





