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Litton Das offers a glimpse
into Bangladesh’s approach
in T20ls moving forward

delegation to US; Congress fumes

B The delegations will be travelling to four of the five permanent Security Council

members and not visit China, which has long been a Pakistan ally.

New Delhi

pposition leaders

Shashi  Tharoor

and  Kanimozhi
will join members of the
ruling allianee, includ-
ing Ravi Shankar Pras-
ad and Sanjay Jha, in
leading seven all-party
delegations to key part-
ner countries to convey
India’s message of zero
tolerance against terror-
ism following Operation
Sindoor.

‘The other MPs picked
by the government to
present India's “nation-
al consensus” in fight-
ing terrorism before the
world, including to UN
Security Council mem-

s, are Nationalist
Congress  Party-Sharad-
chandra Pawar’s Supriya
Sule, BJP's Baijayant ‘Jay’
Panda and Shiv Sena’s
Shrikant Shinde.

A statement issued by
the parliamentary affairs
ministry on  Saturday
said, “I'he all-party del-
egations will project In-
dia’s national consensus
and resolute approach to
combating terrorism in
all forms and manifesta-
tions.

“T'hey would carry forth

HIGHLIGHTS

m The delegation led by
lanata Dal-United MP
Jha is likely to visit Ja-
pan, Singapore, South
Korea, Malaysia and
Indonesia, the country
with the largest Mus-
lim population.

® The government has
made a careful selec-
tion of leaders who
will head the delega-
tions as they come
from parties across

from the ruling Na-
tional Democratic Al-
liance and three from

m The Parliamenta-
ry Affairs  Ministry’s
statement said distin-

the political divide  the opposition INDIA  guished diplomats, in-
i"d are cops:dered ar- bloc -- include sea- cluding retired foreign
ticulate voices. soned lawmakers with secretaries, will be part
m The leaders -- four long stints in public life. of each delegation.
to the world the country’s  Tharoor will visit the US,  other UNSC member.

strong message of zero
tolerance against terror-
ism.”

Sources said the dele-
gations will be travelling
to four of the five per-
manent Security Council
members and not visit
China, which has long
been a Pakistan ally.

While the delegation
led by Congress MP

Dissatisfied with AAP,
13 MCD councillors float
new political outfit

New Delhi

n asetback for AAP in
IMunicipz\l Corpora-

tion of Delhi (MCD),
13 councillors resigned
from the party on Satur-
day and announced the
formation of a new outfit
- Indraprastha Vikas Par-
ty - citing stalled devel-
opment work and grow-
ing internal discontent.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), however, alleged
that the ruling BJP was
behind the defections
and its councillors were
offered Rs five crore each
as part of a “horse-trad-
ing operation”.

There was no imme-
diate reaction from the
BJP.

Senior councillor
Mukesh Goyal, who will
head the new party, said
“In the two and a half
years since our election,
no development work
has been carried out.
The party (AAP) was too
busy with internal con-
flicts and blame games.”

He claimed council-

HIGHLIGHT

® The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), however, al-
leged that the ruling
BJPwas behind the de-
fections and its coun-
cillors were offered Rs
five crore each as part
of a “horse-trading
operation”.
lors were not given budg-
ets for developmental
work and asserted that
the new outfit aims to fo-
cus on public welfare and
the smooth functioning of
the MCD. The move, he
said, was confined to the
civie body and not aimed
at state-level politics.
Among those who
have joined the outﬁt
are veteran

Panda’s group, which
includes AIMIM leader
Asaduddin  Owaisi and
BJP's Nishikant Dubey,
will travel to western Eu-
ropean countries such as
the UK and France, both
UNSC members.

The delegation led by
Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam MP Kanimozhi
will travel to Russia, an-

The sources said the
delegation led by BJP
MP Prasad is expected
to visit Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait, Bahrain and Algeria,
while Sule’s team of MPs
will be travelling to Oman,
Kenva, South Africa and

[‘he delegation led by
Janata_Dal-United MP
Jha s likely to visit Japan,

Singapore, South Korea,
Malaysia and Indonesia,
the country with the larg-
est Muslim population.

Shinde’s team of par-
liamentarians are likely
to visit some Gulf and
African countries. Each
delegation with six to sev-
en MPs may visit around
four to five countries, the
sources said.

The government has
made a careful selection
of leaders who will head
the delegations as they
come from parties across
the political divide and
are considered articulate
volces.

The leaders —four from
the ruling National Dem-
ocratic Alliance and three
from the opposition IN-
DIA bloc - include sea-
soned lawmakers with
long stints in public life.

"The Congress, however,
struck a discordant note,
accusing the government
of “playing games” with a

“mischievous mindset” by

announcing names of the
heads of delegations from
outside the four MPs sug-
gested by the party.

With the parly lead-
ership turning wary of
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Haryana YouTuber
held on charge of
spying for Pakistan

Chandigarh

Haryana-based
YouTuber has
een arrested on

the charge of passing on
sensitive information to
Pakistani  intelligence
operatives, police said
on Saturday.

Jyoti Malhotra, who
runs a YouTube chan-
nel, Travel with JO, and
hails from Hisar in Har-
yana, was arrested from
New Aggarsain Exten-
sion, they said.

She has been booked
under the relevant sec-
tions of the Official Se-
crets Act and the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, said
police.

She was sent to a five-
day police remand after
being produced before
the court.

Jyoti, whose YouTube
channel and Instagram
account have 3.77 lakh
subscribers and  1.33
lakh followers respec-
tively, allegedly was in
contact with a Pakistani
staffer working at the
Pakistan High Commis-
sion in Delhi. On May 13,
India had expelled that
Pakistani official for al-
legedly indulging in es-

pionage.
Her YouTube channel
account  shows some

videos regarding her vis-
it to Pakistan - ‘Indian

Trump claims India willing to cut
“100% of tariffs for United States’

New York

ndia is willing to cut
100 per cent tariffs

on American goods,
US President Donald
Trump claimed once
again while saying that a
trade deal between New
Delhi and Washington is
coming soon.

In an interview to Fox
News, Trump, however,
said that he is not in a
“rush” for the proposed
trade deal.

Against the backdrop
of the US president’s re-
peated claim of India of-
fering to drop all tariffs
on American goods, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said in New
Delhi on Thursday that
“any trade dedl has to be

leader Hemchand Guydl
and former AAP council-
lors Dinesh Bharadwaj,
Himani Jain, Usha Shar-
ma, Sahib Kumar, Rakhi
Kumar, Ashok Pandey,
Rajesh Kumar and Anil
Rana. Agency

mutually b

Trump  again " de-
scribed India as “one of
the highest tariff nations
in the world.”

“I'hey make it almost
impossible to do busi-
ness. Do you know that
they're willing to cut 100

India to curb B’deshi goods
via Northeast land routes

New Delhi

ndia on Saturday de-
Icided to allow entry

of ready-made gar-
ments from Bangladesh
only through Kolkata
and Nhava Sheva sea
ports and barred im-
ports of a range of con-
sumer items through
land transit posts in the
northeast — a move that
is set lo significantly hit
Dhaka's trade with New
Delhi.

Besides ready-made
garments (RMG), plas-
ties, wooden furniture,
carbonated drinks, pro-
cessed food items, fruit
flavoured drinks, cotton
and cotton yard waste

not be allowed to
enter India through land
customs  stations and
check posts in Megha-
lay: Assam, ‘Iripura
and Mizoram, and Phul-
bari and Changraband-
ha in West Bengal, ac-
cording to a government
notification.
The new restrictions

for Bangladeshi con-
sumer goods are coming
over five weeks after New
Delhi ended a nearly five-
year-old arrangement for
trans-shipment of Bang-
ladeshi export cargo to
third countries via Indian
airports and ports.

The new restrictions
have been imposed with

immediate effect.

India’s fresh restric-
tions on limiting access
to Bangladeshi exports
appears to be in re-
sponse to Dhaka deny-
ing certain value added
items from the North-
east to enter that coun-
try through the land
transit points.

The friction in trade
ties between the two
countries came amid
increasing strain in the
overall relations after
deposed Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina fled Dha-
ka in August last year in
the face of a massive an-
ti-government protest.

Agency

per cent of their tariffs
for the United States?"
‘Trump said.

When asked if the
deal with India is com-
ing soon, Trump said,
“that’ll come soon. I'm
in no rush. Look, every-
body wants to make a
deal with us.”

Then he went on to
add: “South Korea wants
to make a deal but I'm
not going to make deals
with everybody. I'm just

going to set the limit.
I'll make another some
deals. Because 1 can't,
you can’t meet with that
many people. I've got
150 countries that want
to make deals.”

India and the US are
holding talks to firm up
atrade deal

On Thursday, Jais-
hankar said trade talks
have been going on be-
tween India and the US.

“These are complicated

negotiations. Nothing is
decided till everything
is. Any trade deal has to
be mutually beneficial;
it has to work for both
countries,” he said.

“That would be our ex-
pectation from the trade
deal.”

Commerce  Minister
Piyush Goyal is currently
in Washington to assess
the progress of negotia-
tions for the proposed
trade agreement.

He is expected to hold
talks with US Commerce
Secretary Howard Lut-
nick and US ‘Irade
Representative (USTR)
Jamieson Greer.

To boost bilateral
trade, India is seeking
duty concessions for la-
bour-intensive  sectors
like textiles, gems and
jewellery, leather goods,
garments, plastics,
chemicals, shrimp, oil
seeds, chemicals, grapes,
and bananas in the pro-
posed pact with America.

Agency

Rahul targets Jaishankar over informing
Pak, MEA says misrepresenting facts

New Delhi
ongress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sat-
urday hit out at the

government for “inform-
ing” Pakistan about tar-
geting terror infrastruc-
ture as part of Operation
Sindoor, saying it was a
crime and asking who
had authorised it.

In a post on X, Gandhi
questioned External Af-
fairs Minister (EAM) S
Jaishankar for publicly
admitting that the gov-
ernment of India (GOI)
had informed Pakistan
of the action and asked
how many aircraft the
Indian Air Force lost as
aresult.

“Informing  Pakistan
at the start of our at-
tack was a crime. EAM

has publicly admitted
that GOI did it. Who au-
thorised it? How many
aircraft did our air force
lose as a result?” said
Gandhi, the leader of

opposition in the Lok
Sabha.

He also shared an
undated video of Jais-
hankar saying India had
informed Pakistan of the
action against terror in-
frastructure on its soil.

Jaishankar can be
heard saying in the vid-
eo, “At the start of the
operation, we had sent
a message to Pakistan,
saying, ‘We are striking
at terrorist infrastruc-
ture and we are not
striking at the military.™

“So the military has the
option of standing out
and not interfering in
this process. They chose
not to take that good ad-
vice,” the minister can
be heard saying in the
clip. Agency

Girl in Pakistan’, ‘Indian

Girl Exploring Lahore’,

‘Indian Girl at Katas Raj

Temple’ and ‘Indian Girl

Rides Luxury Bus in Pa-
stan’.

She has made a total
of 487 videos so far.

She has described
herself as a ‘Nomad-
ic Leo Girl, ‘Wander-
er Haryanvi + Punjabi’
and ‘purane khayalon
ki modern ladki’ on her
YouTube channel.

In 2023, Jyoti came
in contact with Eh-
san-ur-Rahim alias Dan-
ish at the Pakistan High
Commission where she
went to seek a visa to
visit the neighbouring
nation, according to an
FIR lodged at Civil Lines
Police Station on May 16.

Jyoti, who visited Pa-
kistan twice, had met
Danish’s  acquaintance
Ali Ahwan who arranged
her stay there, the FIR
read. Agency

Four killed,
two injured in
separate wall
collapse incidents
in Delhi

New Dethi .
Three people died while
another was injured af-
ter a wall of a basement
at an under-construc-
tion building collapsed
due to rain in cen-
tral Delhi on Saturday
evening, an official said.

In another incident of
wall collapse, a 35-year-
old man died and his
co-worker was injured
while doing welding
work in outernorth Del-
hi, the official said.

Police said the in-
cident occurred when
Prabhu, the contractor,
was doing construction
work at the basement
along with his workers
Niranjan and Roshan.

Deputy Commission-
er of Police M. Harsha
Vardhan said 65-year-
old Prabhu, 40-year-old
Niranjan and 35-year-
old Roshan died in the
incident while 35-year-
old Chuttan is under-
going treatment for his
injuries.

He said that police
received a PCR call re-
garding a wall collapse
at Arakashan Road at
6.20 pm.

An official of the Delhi
Fire Services said that
the incident occurred in
the Paharganj area and
they received a call at
6.05 pm. Four fire ten-
ders were pressed into
service.

“Three labourers were
trapped under the de-
bris. They were rescued
and taken to a hospital
for treatment,” the offi-
cial said, adding that the
rescue operation was
over by 6.35 pm. Agency
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Govt picks
Tharoor to lead
Op Sindoor
delegation to
US; Congress
fumes

CONT FROM PAGE-1

Tharoor, an eloquent
voice who has been one of
the staunchest champi-
ons of the government’s
tough response to Pa-
kistan, senior Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh
took a dig at his colleague,

“Congress mein hona
aur Congress ka hona
mein  zameen-aasmaan
ka antar hai (There is a
difference between being
in the Congress and of
the Congress).”

An unfazed Tharoor
said he is honoured by
the government’s invita-
tion to lead an all-party
delegation to five key cap-
itals.

He added, “When na-
tional interest is involved,
and my services are re-
quired, I will not be found
wanting, Jai Hind!”

The Parliamentary Af-
fairs Ministry’s statement
said distinguished dip-
lomats, including retired
foreign secretaries, will
be part of each delegation.

In a post on X, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said, “In mo-
ments that matter most,
Bharat stands united.
Seven All-Party Delega-
tions will soon visit key
partner nations, carrying
our shared message of ze-
ro-tolerance to terrorism.”

Sharing the ministry’s
statement, he said, *
powerful reflection of na-
tional unity above pohtus,
beyond differences.”

The statement said the
proposed visits of the sev-
en all-party delegations
come in the context of
Operation Sindoor and
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People nowadays don’t stand for truth due
to deteriorating character of society: SC

New Delhi

ue to deteriorat-
ing character of
society,  people

nowadays are not ready
to stand for truth, the
Supreme Court has ob-
served as it asked the
Maharashtra  govern-
ment why it was relying
on a large number of
witnesses for oral testi-
mony in the 2017 Bhi-
wandi corporator mur-
der case.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar ~ Singh  was
hearing a bail plea of
Prashant Bhaskar Ma-
hatre, the alleged main
conspirator in the Con-
gress corporator murder
case.

The bench directed the
state’s counsel to furnish
alist of crucial witnesses
which it plans to exam-
ine to bring home the
conviction of the ac-
cused in the case.

“Due to the deteriorat-
ing character of society,
people nowadays are not
ready to stand for truth.
Why are you relying on
the testimonies of so
many witnesses? Yes,
there is a threat of gang-
sters pressuring the wit-
nesses, who later turn

p———
A bench of Justices
Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh was
hearing a bail plea
of Prashant Bhaskar
Mahatre, the alleged
main conspirator in the
Congress  corporator

murder case. I

hostile as unfortunately
there is no witness pro-
tection programme in
this country,” the bench
said after the state gov-
ernment’s counsel sub-
mitted that they need
to examine 75 witnesses
out of the 200 they have
stated in the charge-
sheet.

The bench said it will
fix a time-line for speedy
completion of trial once
the state government
furnishes a list of crucial
witnesses in the case.

The state govern-
ment's counsel said
that during the hearing
of bail petition by the
Bombay High Court, the
prosecution has exam-
ined 14 witnesses out of
which 10 have turned
hostile.

The bench asked the
counsel about the crim-

-_—

inal antecedents of Ma-
hatre to which he sub-
mitted that the accused
was booked in over doz-
en cases.

Counsel for Mahatre
submitted that he was
acquitted in several cas-
es lodged against him
and urged the court to
grant him bail as he has
been in jail since 2017.

“Don’t expect a mir-
acle from here. We just
wanted your trial to be
expedited. We want the
society to be in peace. If

you come out of jail, a lot
of people will get sleep-
less nights,” the bench
told Mahatre’s counsel.
Justice Kant said that
the court was not mon-
itoring the case in tech-
nical terms but super-
vising it, so that trial is
expedited in the case.
The Bombay IIigh
Court dismissed Maha-
tre’s bail plea on Febru-
ary 7 saying, “...the con-
fessional statements of
all the accused persons
do indicate that the said

Stablecoins: The internet’s
answer to f1nanc1al middlemen

New Delhi

ack in the 1990s,

sending an email

across the world
felt revolutionary. What

once took days by post,
or cost afortune through
1

India’s d fight
against cross-border ter-
rorism.

MPs from different

parties, including Anurag
Thakur, Aparajita  Sa-
rangi, Manish Tewari,
Amar Singh, Rajiv Pratap
Rudy, Samik Bhattachar-
va, Brij Lal, Sarfaraz Ah-
mad, Priyanka Chaturve-
di, Vikramjit Sawhney,
Sasmit Patra and Bhu-
baneswar Kalita, will be
part of these delegations,
sources have said.

The government also
tapped Trinamool Con-
gress MP Sudip Bandyo-
padhyay to join the exer-
cise but he declined due
to health reasons.

The expansive diplo-
matic drive is aimed at
driving home in global
capitals India’s stand fol-
lowing the country’s ag-
gressive response to the
Pahalgam terror attack,
which left 26 civilians
dead, amid Pakistan's ef-
forts to skirt the issue of
terrorism while putting
Kashmir at the centre of
its discourse.

Agency

calls, sud-
denlv became instant
and free. Today, we
hardly think twice be-
fore hitting “send.” But
while communication
has evolved at lightning
speed, how we move
money hasn't changed
much,

Even after three dec-
ades of internet progress,
our financial system
is still tangled in slow,
expensive, and outdat-
ed processes. Sending
money across borders
still takes days, and
small businesses lose
a portion of every sale
to card processing fees.
For millions of famili
who rely on remittances,
up to 10% of their hard-
earned money gets eaten
up in transfer charges
before it even reaches
home.

But there is a solution
as well to all these prob-
lems, and that is Stable-
coins— a digital form of
money designed for the
internet age. Stablecoins
are crypto assets that are
pegged to stable assets

E

3
like the U.S. dollar or
euro. They are fast, sta-
ble, and programmable,
and work just like digi-
tal cash. Unlike Bitcoin
or Ethereum, which are
often seen as investment
assets, stablecoins are
built for everyday use
and real-world transac-
tions.

Stablecoins _combine
the best of both worlds—
trust in fiat with the ef-
ficiency of blockchain.
They enable instant,
borderless transactions
without the need for
banks, card networks, or
FX conversion de n
many ways, stablecoins

Sibal hails Centre’s
dlplomatlc outreach

New Delhi

Rajya Sabha MP Ka-
pil Sibal Saturday wel-
comed the Centre’s deci-
sion to send diplomatic
outreach delegations af-
ter Operation Sindoor,
and recalled how the
UPA government had
undertaken such an ex-
ercise after 26/11 attack
to expose Pakistan as
a “factory of terrorists”
that benefits India even
now.

His remarks came af-
ter the government an-
nounced that it will be
sending seven all-party
delegations to key part-
ner countries to convey
India’s message of zero
tolerance against terror-
ism following Operation
Sindoor.

“I can remember that
after 26/11, then prime

minister ~ Manmohan
Singh decided that we
RNIDEL ENG
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should take a step which
proves to the world that
Pakistan is a terrorist
state and breeds terror-
ists. We collected the
facts, did documenta-
tion, then different del-
egations went to differ-
ent regions such as the
US, Europe,” he said at
a press conference here.

“I headed the delega-
tion that went to the
African continent. We
met parliamentarians,
apprised them... We
created an environment
which benefits us even

tre on beh:

d
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now. We said that Pa-
kistan is a factory of
terrorists. Even China
condemned the terrorist
attack,” Sibal, who was
a Union minister in the
Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment, said.

He asserted that
terrorist activities de-
creased during the Man-
mohan Singh regime.

Sibal said that after
the Pahﬂlgam attack, he

ded a reso-

represent a mone‘cary
protocol for the internet,
just as HTTP enabled
websites, i

South. For the 800 mil-
lion people who rely on
remittances, stablecoins
offer faster, cheaper
transfers than services
like Western Union. And
for the 1.4 billion people
around the world who
don’t have access to a
bank account, stable-
coins can offer a path
into the financial system,
accessible with just a
mobile phone.

But to fully unlock
this potential, clear and
thoughtful  regulation
is essential. Govern-
ments and regulators
should focus on ensur-
ing transparency, proper
licensing, and making
systems interoperable,
without shutting down
innovation. A well -regu-
lated ecosys-

|
applicant could be said
to be the main conspira-
tor in the present case.”
It had referred to a
statement of Mahatre’s
driver that said he, being
the cousin of the vietim,
had a long standing po-
litical rivalry with him
and that even on an ear-
lier occasion, the said
applicant along with
others had assaulted the
victim in 2013.
The high court said,
“..the material on re-
cord does make out a

prima facie case against
the applicant as being
the main conspirator,
who motivated the other
accused persons to join
him, in order to launch
a brutal assault on the
victim, which resulted
in his death. Therefore,
this Court does not find
any merit in the appli-
cation filed by the ap-
plicant - dccnsed No.10

PM on two-
day visit to
Bihar from
May 29 BJP

Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi will visit Bi-
har later this month for
a two-day tour during
which he is scheduled to
launch several projects
and address a public ral-
ly, state BJP leaders said
on Saturday.

The visit assumes §i|g-

i

and gly, it is
d:snussed."

According to the FIR,
victim Manoj Mahatre, a
corporator of Bhiwandi
from Congress party for
Ehree times at Bhiwzm;

with ly
elections scheduled later
this year.

According to Deputy
Chief Minister and for-
mer BJP state president
Samrat Choudhary, the

Corporation, was brutal-
ly assaulted on February
14, 2017 by firearm as
well as sickles and chop-
pers, grievously injuring
him at the spot of the in-
cident,

The FIR lodged by
Manoj’s driver stated
that after the assault, the
accused persons fled the
spot and some of them
escaped in a Swift car,
waiting outside to help
them escape.

Police later arrest-
ed the victim's cousin,
Prashant Bhaskar Ma-
hatre, and seven others
in the case.

RS Dy Chairman Harivansh
to lead Indian delegation
for Pope’s inuguration

An official Indian del-
egation, led by Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh and compris-
ing Nagaland Deputy
Chief Minister Yanthun-
go Patton, will visit Vat-
ican City to attend Pope
Leo XIV’s inauguration
ceremony on May 18.
The participation of
the Indian delegation
in this important global
1 al event re-

could underpin the next
generation of online
commerce and financial
services.

Companies like
SpaceX and ScaleAl are
using stablecoins to pay
contractors and man-
age treasury operations
across borders. Payment
giants like Stripe now
offer stablecoin payouts,
helping merchants re-
duce costs tied to legacy
card networks.

The impact is even
greater in the Global

tem can bridge the gap
between old and new,
powering everything
from online shopping to
emergency aid.

It is not like Stable-
coins will replace tradi-
tional finance overnight,
but they offer a chance
to rewire how money
moves online, making it
faster, more open, and
more inclusive. Just like
email changed commu-
nication, stablecoins
may soon do the same
for money.

flects India’s deep com-
mitment to interfaith
engagement, mutual re-
spect among communi-
ties, and diplomatic en-
gagement with the Holy
See, officials said.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had extended
wishes to Pope Leo XIV
and expressed India’s
commitment to contin-
ued dialogue and engage-
ment with the Holy See to
further shared values.

He noted that Pope
Leo XIV's leadership

of the Catholic Church
comes at a moment of
profound  significance
in advancing the ideals
of peace, harmony, soli-
darity, and service.

In a post on X, PM
Modi stated, “I convey
sincere felicitations
and best wishes from
the people of India to
His Holiness Pope Leo
XIV. His leadership of
the Catholic Church
comes at a moment of
profound  significance
in advancing the ideals
of peace, harmony, soli-
darity and service. India
remains committed to
continued dialogue and
engagement with the
Holy See to further our
shared values.”

Pope Leo, born Rob-
ert Prevost in Chicago,
was elected on May 8,
becoming the first US-
born Pope. This news
surprised and delighted
many Catholics across
the Americas.

Modi govt ‘buckled under US pressure’
at IMF meeting on Pak loans: Congress

New Delhi

A day after Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
urged the IMF to re-
think its assistance to
Pakistan, the Congress
on Saturday alleged that
the Modi government
had “simply buckled un-
der US pressure” at the
IMF Executive Board
meeting when the loans
to that country were de-

liberated upon.
Congress general sec-
retary in-charge com-
i n! Jairam

luncn to be passed and
rf that had h'lp{)ened
“we could have told the
world what is the think-
ing of Parliament”.

“I had also demanded
sending all-party dele-
gations. I made this de-
mand on April 25 and
then repeated it two
days later at a press
conference. T have been
stressing on this,” he
said.
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Ramesh said Singh is
now criticising the IMF
for approving loans to
Pakistan on May 9, 2025,
“but on April 29th itself -
before the Modi govern-
ment woke up - the Con-
gress had said that the
IMF Executive Board
was meeting on May gth
to consider this issue
and that India should
oppose it forcefully”.

“As it turns out India

4
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only abstained on May
oth. Later the Modi gov-
ernment’s  drumbeat-
ers, cheerleaders and
apologists argued that
this was the only option
available to India. This
isalie,” Ramesh claimed.
There is indeed a pro-
vision to vote No in the
Executive Board, he said.

Russia had voted No
on a loan proposal to
Ukraine in September
2016 and India herself
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had voted No on Sep-
tember 11, 2005, on the
issue of the expulsion of
Zimbabwe, the Congress
leader said.

“Where there is a will
there is a way. The Modi
government simply
buckled under US pres-
sure on May gth at the
IMF Executive Board
meeting,” Ramesh said.

India on  Friday
pressed the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF)
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to reconsider its USD 1
billion assistance to Pa-
kistan, saying Islamabad
could use a large part of
it to fund the terrorist
infrastructure.

In an address to air
warriors at  Gujarat’s
Bhuj Air Force station,
Singh cautioned against
providing financial sup-
port to Pakistan, say-
ing any such assistance
would be no less than
terror funding.

In its board meeting
in Washington on May 9,
the IMF cleared a USD
1 billion tranche for Pa-
kistan as part of its USD
7 billion funding pro-
gramme for the country.

“The Pakistan govern-
ment has  announced
financial assistance to re-
build the terror infrastruc-
ture of ILashkar-e-Taiba
and Jaish-e-Mohammed
located in Muridke and
Bahawalpur,” Singh had
said.

ditcr. Praveer Attee (Responsible far

PM is scheduled to ar-
rive here on May 29 and
inaugurate the new ter-
minal of Patna Airport.

He said the PM will
lay the foundation stone
for Patna-Sasaram four-
lane road to provide
better connectivity to
the people of Shahabad
region, which includes
Bhojpur, Buxar, Rohtas
and Kaimur.

Talking to reporters,
Bihar BJP chief Dilip
Jaiswal said, “Modi will
address a public rally at
Bikramganj in Rohtas
district and launch a
number of projects on
May 30."

Modi had visited
Madhubani district last
month where he issued
astrong message against
cross-border  terrorism
in response to the Pahal-
gam attack.

Jaiswal said the new
terminal at Patna Air-
port will feature six ad-
ditional aircraft parking
bays, increasing the to-
tal capacity from five to
eleven.

The airport’s annual
passenger handling ca-
pacity is also being up-
graded from 30 lakh to
one crore,

Can't help
economies of
nations working
against India:
Dhankhar

New Delhi
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Saturday
said that people cannot
help economies of na-
tions, through import or

that are inimical
to the interests of India.

His remarks came
amid trade and tourism
boycott of Turkiye and
Azerbaijan following
their support to Paki-
stan in the conflict with
India after Operation
Sindoor.

Addressing an event
here, the vice president
said every individual is
empowered to help the
nation in security. Trade,
business, commerce,
and industry in particu-
lar can play a pivotal
role in security issues,

he observed.
“Can we afford to em-
power countries that

are inimical to our in-
terests? Time has come
when each one of us
must deeply think about
economic nationalism,”
he said.

Dhankhar said, “We
can no longer afford,
by travel or import, to
improve economies of
those countries because
of our participation. And
those countries, in times
of crisis, are positioned
against us.”

He said everything has
to be reckoned on the
fulerum of unflinching
commitment to nation-
alism.
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EISTTE Delhi Police recover 76 lost mobile

Two criminals
linked to
Gogi-Jathedi gang
held in Delhi

New Delhi
Two criminals associated
with the Gogi~Jathedi gang
were arrested in Delhi's
Narela area, police said on
Saturday.

During arrest, Akshat
Khatri (22) and Bijender
alias Ganja (22), were
found in possession of a so-
phisticated pistol and two
live cartridges, an official
said.

"Acting on specific in-
telligence inputs regard-
ing the movement of sus-
pected gang members, a
team was deployed to nab
them on May 16. Theteam
intercepted a motorcyde
near Smriti Van in Narela,"
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Quter North) Nid-
hin Valsan said.

Two live cartridges of
.32 bore were recovered
from Bijender and a so-
phisticated pistol from
Khatri, he added.

During sustained inter-
rogation, Khatri disclosed
that he was infl d by

via CEIR portal in month-long drive

New Delhi

elhi Police has re-

covered 76 lost

mobile phones in

a  month-long
drive using the Central
Equipment Identity Register
(CEIR) portal, which helps
trace and blocklost or stolen
devices, officials said on Sat-
urday.

The phones, either re-
ported lost or mentioned in
theft-related e-FIRs, were
recovered through cyber
surveillance and Interna-
tional Mobile Equipment
Tdentity (IMEL)-based track-
ing, a police officer said.

"We traced 76 mobile
phones in the last one
month and handed them
aver to their rightful owners.
The operation was made

possible through a combi-
nation of eyber-space sur-
veillance and IMEI track-
ing." Deputy Commissioner

Rain dust storm in
Delhi gusty winds more
showers likely at night

New Delhi

his cousin, Amit alias Com-
mander, an associate of
gangster Akshay Palada,
linked to the Kala Jathedi
syndicate.

The duo allegedly
planned to expand the
gang's local influence and
recruit new members from
the arey, the officeradded.

Bijender has five previ-
ous criminal involvements,
including cases of robbery,
dacoity, and attempt to
murder in the outernorth
Delhi and Rohini area.
However, Akshat has no
criminal history.

A case under the Arms
Act has been registered
against them at Narela po-
lice station, the police said,
adding that further probe is
underway to identify the
source of the weapon and
verify the ownership of the
vehicle used in the inci-
dent.

Delhi set for
transformation
as 48 villages
go urban

New Delhi

The DelhiMaster Plan 2041
will be implemented soon
and 48 villages in the na-
tional capital will get ur-
banised, Public Works De-
partment Minister Parvesh
Verma said on Saturday.

The minister also an-
nounced that the first reg-
istry of propertics falling
under the Lal Dora catego-

‘A dust storm followed by
rain was witnessed in
parts of Delhi on Saturday,
with the weather depart-
ment predicting gusty
winds and more showers
in the coming hours.

Several areas in Delhi’s
central, south, southwest.
north zones and parts of
the National Capital Re-
gion (NCRY), including Noi-
da, experienced rain, thun-
derstorms and  dust
storms,

In its latest weather no-
tification, the India Mete-
arological Department
(IMD) said, "In continua-
tion of the previous weath-
er alert, dust storms fol-
lowed by thunderstorms
with light to moderate
rainfall, lightning, and
gusty winds of s0-60
kmph are very likely to
oceur across Delhi and
NCR in the coming hours."

Some parts of Delhi
NCR, including Noida,
alsoreported tree uproot-
ing due to the storm.

Meanwhile, the maxi-
mum temperature in the

Man shot

Sandeep Chauhan
Faridabad
In a chilling act of violence
rooted in a long-standing
personal feud, az5-year-old
man named Suraj was bru-
tally shot dead by his cousins
in Faridabad, Haryana. The
murder, which took place in
the Palla police station area,

rywill be completely freeof  has shocked the local com-
cost. The move isexpectedto  munity and raised concerns
resalve long-pending prop-  about escalating petsonal
erty disputes and enable  enmities turning deadly.
people to obtain legal own- According to police offi-
hipd withontfi-  dals,th il identified

p
nancial burden.

The minister made the
remarks during a visit to

as Roban and Akash, fired
multiple rounds—between 8
and 10—at Suraj, killing him

Daulatpur village in south-  on the spot. The entire inci-
west Delhi, said astatement  dent was capturedon CCTV,
by Verma's office. which also showed the at-

"Thel ited Master  tackersd Suraj’s life-
Plan 2041 is in its final stages

and will be implemented
very soon. Our goal is not
justto create policies, butto
transparently implement
them on the ground with ac-

reporters.

"Master Plan 2041 will
change the face of Delhi's vil-
lages and provide the rural
population with facilities at
par with urban areas,” he
added. Under the ambitious
plan, around 48 villages in
Delhi will be urbanised,
marking a historic shift in
the capital's development
strategy, the minister said.

Urbanisation will not only
bring infrastructural growth
to these areas but also pro-
vide access to essertial ur-
bhan amenities such as paved
roads, proper drainage sys-
tems, reliable water supply.
street lighti chools, and
healtheare facilities, he said.

national capital settled at
40.8 degrees celsius, 0.4
notch above normal,

The minimum tempera-
ture on Saturday was 24.3
degrees Celsius, 2,2 notch-
es below normal.

The IMD has forecast a
thunderstorm with rain
for Sunday. The maximum
and minimum tempera-
tures are likely to setile
around 42 degrees Celsius
and 28 degrees Celsius,
respectively.

Meanwhile, Delhi's 24-
hour average Air Quality
Index (AQI) data, which
updates daily by 4 pm,
‘was not shared by the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

However, the hourly
data at 6 pm showed the
AQI in the *moderate” cai-
egory with a reading of
157.

An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered
"good", 51 and 100 "satis-
factory”, 101 and 200
"moderate", 201 and 300
"poor”, 301 and 400 "very
poor”, and 401 and 500
"severe'.

dead by cousins in

the road before fleeing the
scene.

Suraj, originally from Ut-
tarakhand, was working for
a property dealer in Farid-
abad. Police investigations
have revealed that tensions

less body into the middle of
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of Police (New Delhi) De-

vesh Kumar Mahla said.
The recoveries were made

by various police stations

across the New Delhi dis-
trict. The maximum mmber
- 38 - were recovered by
Kartavya Path police sta-

tion, followed by 10 recov-
eries by Tughlak Road, sev-
en by Tilak Marg, four each
by Chanakyapuri and South
Avenue.

He said three each were
recovered by Barakhamba
Road, North Avenue, and
Connaught Place, two by
Mandir Marg, one each by
Parliament Street, and the
Cyber police station.

Some of the recovered
phones had been reported
missing as far back as three
vearsago, while others were
lost onlva week before being
traced, the officer added.

The police are currently
waorking on tracking around
300 more mobile phones
and expect to return them to
their owners over the next
month, he said.

phones

"We have used non-tra-
ditional methods toachieve
this result. All the individu-
als who received their
phones back had simply
lodged a lost report and
trusted the police to act.”
Mahla said.

The success of the recov-
ery operation has encour-
‘aged police to increase the
use of the CEIR portal and
boost public awareness
about digital complaint
mechanisms, he said,

Developed by the De-
partment of Telecommuni-
cations, the CEIR platform
allows users to report lost or
stolen mobile phones, which
are then blocked to prevent
‘misuse and tracked if con-
nected to a network, he
added.

Smuggler arrested in Noida with 20 kg
of Ganja, one accomplice on the Run

narcoties trafficking in the
National Capital Region,
the Noida Police haye a
rested a man allegedly in-
volved in the smuggling of
ganja. The accused, identi-
fied as Vishal, was appre-
hended by a team from
Sector 63 police station
with a substantial consign-
ment of illegal drugs. Ac-
cording to officials, the po-
Tice recovered 20 kilograms
and 800 grams of ganja
from his possession, esti-
mated to be worth approx-
imately T3 lakh in the ille-
gal market.

The arrest was made fol-
lowing a tip-off received
through local intelligence
and confidential sources.
Acting swiftly on the in-
formation, the police team
intercepted Vishal near
Metro Pillar No. 36 in Noi-
da, where he was caught
red-handed transporting
the contraband. A Swift
car, reportedly being used
for the transportation of
the narcotics, was alsp
seized during the opera-

between him and the ac-
cused had been brewing
since 2017, when a fight be-
tween them sowed the seeds
of enmity. The conflict esca-
lated in recent months after
Suraj allegedly began posting
obscene and derogatory

tion.

Central Noida Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner
of Police (ADCP) Hirdesh
Katheria confirmed the de-
velopment and said that
the accused was part of an
inter-state crug i

er rates,” said ADCP Kathe-

Ti

a.

He further added that
preliminary investigations
suggest Vishal has been in-
volved in this illegal trade
for some time, and his
criminal by iscur-

network. “Vishal, along
with his associate, uged to
procure ganja from the
state of Odisha at a low
price and smuggle it into
Noida and the surrounding
NCR region for saleat high-

rently being verified. The
police have also identified
oneof his associates, who is
currently absconding:
Raids are being conducted
at multiple locations to nab
the second accused and to

uncover the broader net-
work involved in this rack-
et. The arrest highlights
the growing concern of
drug trafficking in orban
areas ‘and the continued
efforts of law enforcement
agencies to clamp down on
such illegal activities. The
case has been registered
under relevant sections of
the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, and further
investigation is underway.

Faridabad over old rivalry

comments about Rohan and
Akash on Facebook. These
social media posts appear
o haye rejgnited the feud,
culminating in the fatal
shooting.

Assistant Commissioner
of Police (Crime) Aman Ya-
dav confirmed that the ac-
cused had no licenses for
the firearms used in the at-
tack. “The rivalry was Tong-
standing, and the social me-
dia posts added fuel to the
fire. The accused fired at
Suraj in a fit of rage. After
committing the murder, they
tried to make a'statement by
dragging the body into the
road. We have recovered
CCTV footage that clearly
shows their actions,” he said.

Theloeal police and crime

branch acted swiftly, man-
aging to apprehend both Ro-
han and Akash within hours
of the incident. Authorities
are currently interrogating
the duo to determine the
source of the illegal weapons
used in the crime.

Suraj’s hody has been sent
for postmortem at Badshah
Khan Civil Hospital. Mean-
while, the accused are sched-
uled to be presented in court
today. Police are seeking
their custody for further
questioning, especially toin-
vestigate whether others
were involved in procuring
the firearms or planning the
murder.

The incident has cansed
widespread concern among
local residents, many of

DU to roll out uniform seniority policy for
teachers to streamline promotions appointments

fmplement a uniform policy
to determine the seniority of
college teachers, aiming to
eliminate ambiguity and
streamline faculty appoint-
ments and internal gover-

nance.

The propesal will be
placed for final approval at
the upcoming Executive
Council (EC) meeting sched-
uled for May 23. The EC.
chaired by Vice-Chancellor

10), has led to widespread
confusion in colleges, espe-
cially in promotions, when

versity constituted a high-
level committee in July 2024
to examine the issue and

Singh, is th
sity's highest statutory body.

The lack of a standardised
framework for determining
seniority, particularly among
Assistant Professors (Level

fac-

ulty members for academic

committees and statutory
bodies.

Recognising the pressing

need for reform, the uni-

pal-
iey. Chaired by the Dean of
Colleges, the committee in-
cluded principals of major
DU colleges, members of
the Executive and Academ-

ic Councils, and category-
wise representatives from
SC, ST, and OBC commurti-
ties. After holding five meet-
ings between July 2024 and
April 2025 and examining
provisions under Ordinance
X1, the commiittee submitted
adetailed set of recommen-
dations.

The proposed policy states
thatthe departments whose
appointments happened first
will be treated senior to the
other departments.

Within a depariment, ifa
common seniority listis not
prepared by the selection
committee, then seniority
will be defermined based on
the age of the faculty mem-

ber by keeping all first-
ranked faculty members
from all categories on equal
footing. This process to con-
tinue tll all ranks are ex-
hausted.

These parallel lists will
serve to darify semority with-
in each category without al-
tering the general order,

whomare calling for stricter
enforcement of laws related
tofirearms and social media
conduict. As the investiga-
tion continues, the police
have assured that justice will
be delivered swiftly.

Delhi Police
targets digital
arrest scams
New Delhi
Delhi Police is formulating
a multi-pronged strategy to
tackle the rising cases of
digital arrest frauds, which
includes setting up a cen-
tralised complaint mecha-
nism and compiling adata-
base of gangs involved in
such erimes, officials sad an
Saturday.

Afour-member commit-
tee has been constituted to
draft guidelines, policies
and regulations for the
move. Headed by a Special
Commissioner-rank officer,
the commitiee indudes a
convenor of Deputy Com-
missioner Police rank and
two members of Joint Com-
missioner and Additional
Commissioneér rank, a sen-
ior police officer said.

The move comes amid a
surgein cases where cyber-
criminals, posing as police
officers, government offi-
cials or conrier agents, de-
ceive victims by falsely
claiming they are involved in
legal offences.

The frandsters often con-
duct video calls simulating
legal proceedings and coerce
people into transferring
large sums of money under
threat of arrest.

According to the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA),
which monitors cybererime
at the central level through
the Indian Cyber Crime Co-
ondination Centre (14C), In-
dians lost Rs 120 crore to
digital arrest seams between
January and April in 2024.

Oneofthe key challenges
being addressed is the diffi-
culty victims face in identi-
fying the appropriate po-
lice station to register their
complaints.

"We are working on an
online unified and cen-
tralised platform where vie-
tims can lodge complaints
without worrying about ju-
risdiction. This will signifi-
cantly improve response
time and coordination,” the
officer said.

Tn coordination with spe-
cialised cybercrime units,
Delhi Police is also prepar-
ing a detailed database of
gangs involved in such
frauds. The data will in-
clude their profiles, past
cases, locations and meth-
ods of operation, sources
said.

y mapping these crim-
inals and analysing their
modus operandi, we can
build preventive mecha-
nisms and alert systems to
stay one step ahead,” the of-
ficer added.

The police also plantois-
sue detailed advisories high-
lighting common tactics
used by such gangs.
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By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

If you have got free time
from spitting on the faces
of those who take dowry
Spit on the faces of those
who are looking for a sin-
gle rich boy. This double
thinking is the real face of
our society, where oppo-
sition to dowry is limited
to speeches only, but a big
bank balance and a gov-
ernment job become the
criteria for the marriage
of daughters. If change is
really needed, then this
double thinking will also
have to be eradicated.
Marriage is a bond of re-
lationships, not a game
of bargaining. Stop just
pretending, change your
thinking.

We need real change, not
just slogans.

| TOP STORY, DL), SUNDAY 18, MaY 2025 |

Opposition to dowry, but why
the desire for a wealthy person?

B “Those looking for a wealthy groom, question yourselves too!”

owry system is a
social curse in In-
dia which is still

deeply rooted. Taking
dowry is not only a crime
but it is an insult to the
honor of a2 woman who
is given a high status in
the society as a daughter,
wife and daughter-in-
law. But, this practice is
not limited to the greed
of men only, but many
times the thinking of the
family and society itsell
is also involved in pro-
moting it.

Speaking against
dowry is one thing and
finding a rich groom for
your daughters is anoth-
er. This contradiction
exposes the deep gulf in
our mentality. On the
one hand, we protest
against dowry, write
posts, raise slogans, and
on the other hand, when
it comes to marrying
our daughters, we start
looking for a boy from
a ri(‘h family and with a
lary. This dou-
ble ‘thinking is a social
disease that is taking us
away from our values.

This mindset is not
limited to dowry. It is
a pervasive part of our
thinking that is visible
in every aspect of soci-
ety. For example, when
we look for a boy for a
girl, we value his finan-
cial status more than his
education, ideology, and
character. This mindset
not only objectifies girls
but also puts economic
pressure on boys to fo-
cus more on their career
and earnings (o become
an ‘ideal groom’.

The bu,gesl exampl
of this thinking is seen
when matrimonial ad-
vertisements demand a
boy from a ‘good family’
‘government job', and a2
well-earning boy’. This
is not just a demand for

onomic security, but
is indicative of a deep
mindset that believes
that money is the most
important element to
keep a girl happy. This
not only turns marriage
into a business, bul also

weakens the foundation
of a true relationship.

In such a situation, the
question arises wheth-
er we are really so inse-
cure that we need only
financial stability for the
happiness of our daugh-
ters? Are we still late in
understanding that the
worth of a good person
should be judged by his
character, thoughts and
behavior, and not by the

depth of his pocket?

It is important to get
out of this mindset. This
is possible only when
we teach our sons that
their value lies in their
character, not in their
salary. We have to teach
our daughters that their
value lies in their own
identity, not in being as-
sociated with someone’s
name.

This requires a collec-
tive effort. We have to
end this double stand-
ard in our society and
create a generation that
understands the mean-
ing of equality and re-
spectin the true sense.

The tradition of dowry
has such a deep impact
in our society that peo-
ple consider it a symbol
of respect. Sometimes it
is considered a malter
of pride and prestige,

and those who do not
follow it are considered
inferior in the society.
This thinking not only
weakens the daughters
but the entire society. It
drowns families in debt,
creates cracks in rela-
tionships and shakes the
foundation of the socie-
ty.

The fight against dow-
ry will be successful only
when we eradicate this
problem not only from
law but also from our
mindset. We have to cre-
ate a society where edu-
cation, self-reliance and
independence of girls
are given top priority.

Apart from this, we
have to teach our sons to
choose their life partner
only on the basis of their
qualification, character
and ideology and not on
the basis of their fami-
ly’s financial condition.

This change is possible
not only by the think-
ing of one person but by
changing the thinking of
the entire society.

The time has come
to eradicate this evil of
dowry and lay the foun-
dation of a society where
marriage is an equal and
respectable bond, not a
means of economic bar-
gaining. We must under-
stand that marriage is a
sacred relationship, not
a business.

Just making laws is
not enough.
to change our

Breaking Time
Sudoku

What to doFill in the grid so

column, and every 3x3 box
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traditions and thinking.
We have to ensure that
daughters and sons are
given equal importance
in our homes. We have
Lo teach our sons to re-
spect their spouses, treat
them as equal partners,
not as an object.

True change
begin from our homes.
Only when we teach our
sons to associate with
someone based
on their character and
ideology, can the evil
of dowry be eradicated
from society. We must
remember that daugh-
ters are not a burden for
anyone, but a blessing.

About the Author

Solution, Sudoku

We have 2|l4|6|5[3]9|1]|7
115(7]19|2|4]|8|6|3
916|317 |8|1]12|5|4
4(9|6|2|7|8]1|3|5
3|1]|2]4|9|5]6[7]|8
7|18|5]13|1]6]4|9]|2

mst |5 (4|1]8|3|7]5|2|9
5|3 1(4(2]7|8|6

only || 2|7 5(6[9]13|4]|1

THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

Ever wonder how much

someone misses you?
Ever wonder how much
someone thinks of you?
Ever wonder how much

{Dr. Satyawan Saurabh
is a poet, freelance
journalist, and
columnist.)

By Vijay Garg

Al based smart tutors and
chatbots provide 24x7
support to students. Now
students don’t have to
wait for the teacher for
every small doubt. These
virtual assistants imme-
diately answer questions,
whether it is a complex
formula of mathematics
or a significant date of
history. At the same time,
platforms like Duolingo
track the progress of lan-
guage learning using Al
and provide new courses
accordingly, making the
learning process more
effectiveTake care, Al
doesn’t mean teachers
need is over.

Changing Reading and Teaching Modalities
from Artificial intelligence technology

1 is touching every
aspect of our life
including the field

of education. This tech-
nique changed not only
teaching, but also eval-
uation methods. There’s
a big change at the same
time providing person-
alised content keeping
student’s learning speed,
interest, and level in
mind. Al is associating
with skils apart from
making education inter-
active.

DR. Manu Middha
is one of the greatest
technological  achieve-

ments of the twenty-first
century so far Artificial
Intelligence ie. AL A
technology  that  pro-
vides the ability to think,
understand and decide
machines. Al is touch-
ing every aspect of our
lives. which is now only
not_limited to robotics
or industrial sector but
also using it in the field
of education. Al has not
only changed the way of
teaching, but also revolu-
tionized the perspective
of learning, evaluating
and understanding the
personal needs of pupils.
Actually every student
has  different learning
ability, speed and inter-
est. In the traditional
education system all the
students were taught in a
similar manner, leaving
many students behind.
While Al based learn-
ing tools like Adaptive
Learning Systems now
take into account stu-
dent’s learning speed,
interest, and vulnerabil-
ities provide them with
friendly content. For in-
stance, platforms like By-
jus, Khan Academy and
Coursera suggest topics
to students according to
their level with the help
of Al and provide per-
sonalized content to ex-
plain better. This gives
students a chance to
learn at their own pace,
increasing their under-

standing and confidence.
AT based smart tutors
and chathots provide
24x7 support to students.
Now students don’t have
to wait for the teacher for
every small doubt. These
virtual assistants imme-
diately answer questions,
whether il is a complex
formula of mathematies

them the most. Become
an assistant of AT teach-
ers is increasing the qual-
ity of education. Also that
the Al based online exam
system is now evaluating
the answers quickly and
accurately, Many educa-
tional institutions sug-
gest improvement by is-
suing resulLs to students
by evalu-

or a date of
history. Al the same time,
platforms like Duolingo
track the progress of lan-
guage learning using Al
and provide new courses
accordingly, making the
learning process more
effective.Take care, Al
doesn’t mean teachers
need is over. Rather, AT
has made teachers more
effective and data-ena-
bled. For instance, now
teachers can understand
where the students are
lagging and give person-
al guidance accordingly.
At the same time, with
the help of Al technolo-
gy, teachers are able to
make use of their time
for guidance, motiva-
tion and creative activi-
ties apart from teaching

ly
ating quizzes with the
help of AL This shows
students ﬂ\ar weakness-

dents. This is nnl\mg
education inclusive, Al is
not only helpful in stud-
ies but has itself become
an important career skill.
Today subjects like Al,
machine learning, and
data science are being
taught in schools and
colleges so that students
can gel ready for future
technical jobs. ‘Al for
Youth Program is a big
step in this direction,
w]uch helps in skill de-

es ly in which
they can improve in time.
Also, it saves the precious
time of teachers, which
they can put in other
creative and educational
activities. AT has played a
key role in delivering ed-
ucation to each corner of
the world. Especially for
those students who can't
go to school, Al based vir-
tual classrooms and tools
have opened new paths
for them. Techniques
like speech-to-text and
text-to-speech have also
given an opportunity for
education attainment Lo
visually impaired and
hearing impaired stu-

of youth's AL
Al is not just a technical
tool, but it is a symbol
of a new thinking in ed-
ucation. Education is no
longer just the medium
to pass the exam, but has
become the center of un-
derstanding, experience,
and innovation.  Stu-
dents are now curious,
ask questions and try to
learn from themselves.
Al provides continnous
support to the process,
making education more
interactive, interesting,
and effective. Indeed, Ar-
tificial Intelligence has
made education smart,
personal and interactive.

Today education is not

only limited to books, but
with the help of technol-
ogy every child, a person
of every age can learn ac-
cording to his time and
manner. However, Al
should be used thought-
fully and with responsi-
bility. Also that the role
of human teachers will
never end, but Al is an
empowered medium to
make them even better.
So future education has
already begun..and its
name is Artificial Intelli-
gence. Any citizens who
want to be a part of this
change adopt Al based
education opportunities
and enjoy this new revo-
lution of learning!

About the Author

(Vijay Garg Retired
Principal Educational
columnist street kour
Chand MHR Malout
Punjab)

wants  you?
The common answer for
the different questions
is- how much they need
you. Every time they find
someone similar to you
they will think you. every
time they find someone
just opposite of you they
will miss you, every time
they find someone who
reminds you they will
remember you. Even if
someone seems to have
replaced you, even if
someone seems to hﬂVe
made them forget you,
even if someone seems Lo
have them change - your
giving will remain with
them. The intensity of
your impression will go
fading, they memories
of the moments will go
blurring, but no matter
how much your form of
giving deforms it will al-
ways have its existence,
remember or forgotten,
kept or forsaken but it
will always have its
space reserved on its
own layer.

Just because someone
misses you that doesn’t
mean they want you and
just because someone
wants you that means
they will miss you. Some-|
times people miss you
because they don't seem
to find someone to fill
that gap, and sometimes
people want you because
they just want someone
to fill that gap. Love is
not defined by how much
someone misses some-|
one, it is defined by how
you love them while you
have them. You don't win
by making someone miss
vou, you win by making
someone thank you.

Missing doesn't define
you as the source of love
but the source of pain.
When someone misses
vou like anything you hurt
them like anything. Mak-|
ing someone miss is sin
in disguise, act of unkind
and process of emotional
grind.

Moral: Missing some-|

one has virtual love
and real pain.

A
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Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have any suggestion
regarding  our news-
paper or you have
any problem  with
any government de-
partment, you may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline  no- 0120-
4225517, 4241284for
Delhi & Ghaziabad
(9582310372), for
Noida (9818999989),
Advertisement
(9818799941), Circula-
tion (08586925450)

FORADVERTISING IN
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STORY

PLEASECONTACT:
9818799941

Readers are recommend-
ed to make all necessary
enquiries and seek ap-
propriate advice before
action on any advertise-
ment and contenit pub-
lished in this publication.
The printer, publisher,
editor and seller of the
Top Story de not vouch
for any claims. The pub-
lication is being sold
on the condition and
understanding that in-
formation given in this
publication is merely for
reference and must not
be taken as having final
authority of or binding
in any way. We do not
owe any responsibility
for damage or loss to any
person, 4 purchase of this
production is not for the
result of any action taken
on the basis of this work.
All disputes are subject to
the exclusive jurisdiction
of court and forums in
Delhi/New Delhi only.
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CM Yogi calls for setting up of AYUSH

colleges in every division of UP

B HUttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath directed that integrated AYUSH colleges be established in every divi-
sion of the state, with all AYUSH systems—Ayurveda, Unani, and Homeopathy—available in a single campus.

Lucknow

ttar Pradesh Chief

Minister  Yogi

Adityanath direct-

ed thatintegrated
AYUSH colleges be estab-
lished in every division of
the state, with all AYUSH
systems—Ayurveda, Unani,
and Homeopathy—available
inasingle campus.

He emphasized that this
initiative would not only
strengthen the AYUSH med-
ical system but also con-
tribute to the development of
the future health-based edu-
cation system.

In a high-level review
meeting of the AYUSH de-
partment here on Saturday,
while highlighting the gov-
emment’s commitment to
expanding access to AYUSH
services, the Chief Minister
stated that efforts are being
carried out in mission mode
to bring traditional health-
systems to the masses.

He instructed that the es-
tablishment of Naturopathy
and Yoga Centres in all

=8

recruitment process to fill  construction of the AYUSH
100% of approved academic  University must be complet-
and medical posts. ed on time without compro-
The Chief Minister also  mising quality, and directed
said, “Health and Wellness that'xllong,umg dzpamnan-
o Houliba astilhished it

in every district of the state,
and may be operated either
through government i

AYUSH institutionshe made  tives or in Public-Private
mandatory, and called for Pdrmen\]up (PPP) mode.”
he time] pletionofthe  He 1 that the

Leopard enters classrooms
calm turns to chaos

Rajan Punchhi

MANDI
A routine school day
turned into a scene of pan-
ic and fear when a leopard
strayed into the premises
of Government Primary
School Gajnoha, located
inthe Rewalsar Education
Block of Mandi district,
Himachal Pradesh. on Fri-
day morning. The shock-
ing incident unfolded
around 10:30 a.m. while
classes were in session,
sending waves of anxiety
not only among the stu-
dents and teachers butalso
throughout the nearby vil-
lages.

According to eyewit-
nesses, the teacher, Vi-
mala Sharma, was con-
dueting lessons for her 13
students when she spotted
a leopard casnally prowl-
ing through the school
playground. The sight of
the wild animal so close to
the classroom shook her to
the core, but she did not
lose her composure. Un-
derstanding the grave dan-
ger, Sharma acted swiftly
and responsibly—she im-
mediately gathered all the
children and locked them
inside one of the school
rooms, securing them from
a possible attack.

The leopard reportedly
roamed around the school
premises for quite some
time, creating an atmos-
phere of panic. Though
the children were safe in-
side the locked room, they
were frightened and be-
gan making noise, which
only added tothe tension.
With the immediate safe-
ty of the students ensured,
the teacher used her mo-
bile phone to contact the
Chairman of the School
Management Commiltee,
Bhim Singh.

Responding quickly to
the distress call, Bhim
Singh rushed to the spot
along with several local
villagers. Together, they
managed to chase the leop-
ard away from the school
premises without causing
harm to anyone. It was
only after the wild animal
retreated that the school
staff and students eould
breathe a sigh of relief.

The incident has raised
serious concerns about the
safety of children and staff
in rural schools located
uear forested areas. School
Management Committee
Chairman Bhim Singh
confirmed that the Block
Primary’ Education Offi-

cer (BPEO) had been in-
formed about the incident.
He also said that a team
from the forest depart-
ment had visited the
school to assess the situa-
tion. It was noted that the
presence of thick bushes
and forested terrain close
to the school makes it eas-
ier for wild animals to
wander into human habi-
tats.

The forest department
has assured the school au-
thorities and local res
dents that efforts are being
made to track the leopard
and relocate it to a safer lo-
cation away from popu-
lated areas. Bhim Singh
further stated that con-
crefe steps would be taken
in consultation with the
forest department to en-
hance the security meas-
ures at the school. He
added that special arrange-
ments would be made to
prevent such incidents in
the future, including reg-
ular patrolling and pos:
ble clearance of dense veg-
etation around the school.

Meanwhile, the incident
has triggered widespread
fear among the villagers of
the Natned Panchayat, in-
der which the school falls,
Locals are now wary of
stepping out, especially
during early moming and
late evening hours. Many
are urging the forest de-
partment to closely moni-
tor the movement of wild
animals in the area and take
proactive measures to pre-
vent further threats to hu-
man safety.

"The unexpecied intrusion
of a leopard into a school
where young children are
being educated has served
as a grim reminder of the
fragile boundary between
wildlife and human settle-
ments in hill districts like
Mandi. It underscores the
urgent need for coordinat-
ed efforts between the edu-
cation department, local au-
thorities, and the forest de-
partment to ensure that
such a frightening incident
is never repeated.

fast tracked for early com-
pletion.

Encouraging privatesector
participation, the Chief Min-
ister urged investors to ex-
plore opportunities in the

Previous
darkness:

Komal Ramola
Hoshiarpur (Punjab)
AAP chief Arvind Kejriw-
al on Saturday accused
previous governments of
drowning Punjabin dark-
ness by allowing the drug
menace to flonrish in the
state, and said his party
government is undertak-
ing a war against drugs.

Kejriwal was address-
inga gathering at Jalalpur
here as part of the state
government's ongoing
'"Yudh Nashian Virudh'

campaign,

"Drugs (menace) did
not come in 5-10 days.
Previous governments
drowned Punjabinsucha
darkness that it seemed
that no hope was left," he
said.

"But 1 am happy that
the 'Yudh Nashian Virudh'
campaign has been rolled
out...action is being taken
against drug smugglers,
their premises are being
demolished, they are be-
ingarrested,” said the for-
mer Delhi chief minister.

De-addiction centres
are being opened, he fur-

e
AYUSH domain. He also di-
rected that AYUSH colleges
and hospitals operated by
private institutions must
meet stringent quality bench-
marks in infrastructure, lab-
orateries, libraries, faculty,
and staff to ensure high stan-
dards of education and
healtheare delivery.

The Chief Minister said,
“Special  methods  like

Panchkarma in Ayurveda are
very effective in the treatment
of serious diseases, so these
methods should be promot-
edinall AYUSH institutions
of the state. In view of the
popularity of AYUSH medi-
cine, thisisthe time when In-
dia’s traditional medicine
should be presented scien-
tifically and established on.
the global platform.”

The Chief Minister direct-
ed that preparations for the
successful organization of
International Yoga Daybegin
immediately. He emphasized
that Yoga Day programs
should be held across all di-
visions, districts, municipal
bodies, gram panchayats,
and government depart-
ments throughout the state.
“To ensure the success of
this initiative, trained master
trainers must be available in
every district to teach yoga to
the general publie,” he said.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther suggested signing mem-

dums of 1und li

to ensure a steady supply of
essential medicines to all
AYUSH hospitals, so that
no patient faces shortages of
medical treatment.

During the meeting, offi-
cials from the AYUSH de-
partment informed the Chief
Minister that the state cur-
rently has 2,127 Ayurvedic,
259 Uniani, and 1598 Home-
opathic medical institutions,
all of which play a vital role
in delivering AYUSH servie-
esto the public.

The Chief Minister in-
structed that continuous
monitoring of theseinstitu-
tions should be carried out to
enhance their effectiveness,
and that resources should be
allocated based on their re-
quirements.

He said. “AYUSH is not
only asymbol of India's rich
medical tradition, butit also
represents a holistic ap-
proach to health.” He
stressed that all efforts
should be united, plamed,
and d in a timely

(MoUs) with leading
Ayurvedic manufacturing in-
stitutions such as Dabur,
Baidyanath, and Patanjali

manner to position Uttar
Pradesh as a national and
global leader in the field of
AYUSH.

govts drowned Punjab in
Ke]rlwal over drug menace

Kejriwal also said peo-
ple are taking responsi-
bility to keep their
lages and areas drug-free.

Each village will have
to take responsibility in
this regard, he said, as-
suring them all help froim
the state government.

Kejriwal highlighted
that over 13,000 villages
in Punjab are now being
equipped with sports
grounds to keep youth en-
gaged and away from
drugs.

"Every village will have
facilities for games like

Devbhoomi becoming
haven for criminals due
to govt failure: Thakur

The deteriorating law and
order situation in Himachal
Pradesh hag drawn sharp
criticism from former Chief
Minister and Leader of Op-
position Jairam Thalur,
who has accused the
Sukhu-led government of
failing to curb rising crime,
especially incidents involv-
ing eriminals from outside
the state. Thakur expressed
grave concern over what
hedescribed as a complete
breakdown of law enforce-
ment, warning that even
rural areas of the state are
now under threat from or-
ganized criminal elements.

Thakur stated that dread-
ed criminals are now en-
tering the heart of the state
after conducting recces in
various areas. "It is no
longer just the border dis-
tricts like Una, Bilaspur,
Nurpur, Baddi-Nalagarh,
and Sirmaur that are under
threat. Incidents are now
being reported regularly
from Kullu-Manali. Mandi-
Sundernagar, Kangra, and

Hamirpur. Criminals from
outside states are commit-
ting heinous crimes like
robbery and armed dacoity
and then fleeing across state
borders with impunity,” he

The senior BJP leader
criticized the state police for
failing to control the rising
erime graph, adding that
the chief minister appears
to be more focused on his
weekly visits to Delli than
on maintaining internal se-
curity. Thakur noted that
there is growing insecurity
and distrust among the
people, especially traders,
who despite installing
CCTV cameras and relying
on police control Tooms,
are still falling victim to
criminal activities.

He revealed that numer-
ous local business owners
have approached him with
their concerns, expressing
frustration over the gov-
ernment’s inaction. “Even
ina peaceful city like Man-
di, the number of suspi-
cious outsiders is increas-
ing.

volleyball and football,
along with gyms. Five sets
of sports equipment are
being distributed in each
village," he added.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, ad-
dressing the gathering,
also slammed the past
governments over the
drug menace.

Mann commended the
people of Jalalpur village
for their initiative in re-
claiming their youth from
addiction.

"Those who've recov-
ered and are now helping
others are the best coach-

es we could ask for. If any-
one in the village still
struggles with addiction,
help them get admitted
to a de-addiction centre,"
he said.

Outlining his vision for
Punjab, Mann said, "We
want to bring back Punjab
known for kabaddi,
wrestling, brave saldiers,
and vibrant ‘bhangra’. Our
vouth deserve clean water,
jobs, industry.” and we
will provide all that.”

He also called on vil-
lage sarpanches to sub-
mit detailed presentations
identifying locations for
playgrounds,  ponds,
roads, libraries in schools,
and health centres.

"Don't call these de-
mand letters. Call them
documents of your rights,"
Mann asserted.

Mann led the gathering
to take a pledge: "I will not
take drugs, and 1 will not
allow drugs to be sold in
my w.l]ngc I anyone is
addicted, 1 will counsel
them, and if needed, take
them to a de-addiction
centre.”

UP govt launches
India's first Vistadome
jungle safari train

Lucknow
The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has introduced a first-
of-its-kind Vistadome coach
service connecting the
Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanc-
tuary to the Dudhwa Tiger
Reservein abid to promote
tourism, according to a
statement

"This initiative marks Ut-
tar Pradesh as the first state
in the country to offer a
jungle safari experience via
a Vistadome train.

‘The nevw tourist train of-
fers breathtaking panoram-
ic views of the forest land-
seape, thanks to specially
designed coaches equipped
with large glass windows
and transparent roofs, the
statement said.

The initiative aims to of-
fer travellers a thrilling
wildlife experience while
showeasing the natural
beauty of the state, it said.

Currently, the service op-
erates on weekends but
plans are underway to ex-
pand it to daily operations,
making it accessible to more
visitors.

This initiative also pro-
vides a new dimension to
nature-based tourism and is
expected to generate local
employment epportunities
and boost the region's econ-
omy.

"Tourism Director Prakhar
Mishra said, "Chief Mirster
Yogi Adityanath is working
hard to make the state's
forest areas famous nation-
ally and internationally as
'One Dcstmutmn Three

st

part of thisinitiative,
Dudhwa National Park,
Katarniaghat, and Kishan-
pur Wildlife Sanctuary have
been integrated to provide
tourists with an accessible
and exciting experience
through the operation of
the Vistadome coach,”
Mishra said.

He explained that the Ut-
tar Pradesh Eco Tourism
Development Board has
launched this service to of-
fer tourists a unique nature
trail and jungle safari expe-
rience throughout the vear.

Through the Vistadome

coach, tourists can trayel
107 kilometres inside the
forest and closely experi-
ence natural scenery, bio-
diversity and wildlife.

The journey lasts ap-
proximately 4 hours and
25 minutes with tickets
priced at Rs 275 per tourist
for the route,

Mishra said that the
board is preparing a pack-
age to transport tourists
from Lucknow to Katarni-
aghat. The government is
considering providing sub-
sidies on this package to
make it more accessible to
visit

Sharing details aboutthe
Bichia to Mailani Tourist
Passenger Train (train num-
ber 52250), which offers a
1o7-kilometer journey filled
with rich biodiversity, he
said that the train departs
from Bichia station in
Bahraich at 11.45 am and
passes thiough several sta-
tions before reaching
Mailani stationin Lakhim-
pur Kheri at 4.10 pm. The
return service, Mailani to
Bichia Tourist Passenger
Train (train  number
52260), leaves Mailani at
6,05 am and arrives at
Bichia by 10.30 am.

The train stops at nine
stations: Bichia, Manjhara
Purab, Khairatia Bandh
Road, Tikunia, Belerayan,
Duidhwa, Palia Kalan, Bhi-
ra Kheri and finally Mailani

The Vistadome coach
service will not only pass
through forests and wildlife
sanctuaries but also oﬁer

ural landscapes such as wet-
lands, grasslands, farm-
lands, and woodlands. This
service is expected to at-
tract visitors even during the
MONSOON Season.
Currently, special curated
tours are being organised
weekly under the Youth
Tourism Club for govern-
ment school children. Ad-
ditionally, fame tours for
social media influencers
and travel bloggers would
also be arranged to pro-
mote the Vistadome coach
experience digitally, the
statement added.

Brave soldiers made Operation Sindoor
a symbol of national prlde CM Saini

Komal Ramola
Chandigark
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini hailed the
courage, lovalty and disei-
pline displayed by Indian
soldiers during Operation
Sindoor, calling it a shining
example of national pride

and dignity.

Addressing a large gath-
ering at the Tiranga Yatra
eld in Buhavi village of Lad-
wa Assembly constituency,
the Chief Minister said the
operation showcased India’s
strength and resolve in the
face of terrorism. Youth,
women, and elderly citizens

|
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courageons warriors.
On this oecasion, the Chief

Ministerannounceda grant

parhupa!edmthmatmwﬂl of Rs 21 lakh to the Gram

sol-  Panchayat of Buhavi village
idarity with the armed forees forlocal development waorks,
and honouring thase mar-  He called upon the peopleto

tyred in the operation.
"Today is not just an event;
itis a tribute to the spirit of
‘patriotism and sacrifice. We
are here tosalute those brave
sons who brought Pakistan
to its knees in just four days
during Operation Sindoot,”
Saini declared. He extended
his salute not only to the
soldiersbut also to the moth-
ers who gave birth to such

take a pledge through the
Tiranga Yatra to stand unit-
ed against terrarism and up-
hold the nation’s honour.
Highlighting the contri-
bution of Haryana's youth to
the armed forces, Saini not-
ed that lakhs of soldiers from
the state are ever-ready to
serve the nation. “The brav-
ery of our villages is an in-
spiration to the entire coun-

ir,v. Thmugh this vatra, the

message of patriotism and
unity hasreached every cor-
ner of Haryana." he said.

The Chief Minister praised
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's decisive leadership,
stating that the entire world
had witnessed India’s firm
stance on national security,
“Our forces destroyed ter-
Torist bases during Operation
Sindoor and gave Pakistana
dear message that any attack
on India’s sovereignty will
have severe consequences,”
he sai

According to Saini, the In-
dian Army destroyed nine

terroristhideouts and 11 air-
‘basesin Pakistan during the
operation. In addition to mil-
itary action, India under-
took non-military measures
such as suspending the indus
‘Water Treaty, halting visas
and trade, sending back Pak-
istani citizens, sealing the
Attari border, and diplo-
matically isolating Pakistan.

“This was not just a war —
it was the revenge of a New
India,” the Chief Minister
asserted. He explained that
the operation was named
Sindoor after terrorists at-
tacked Pahalgam and de-
stroyed the sindoor—asym-
bol of marital dignity—of In-
dian women. “The terrorists
spared the women and asked
them to convey a message to
Maodi. Today, Prime Minister
Modi has shown them what
happens to those who dare to
attack India’s identity,” he

said.

The Chief Minister con-
cluded by emphasizing that
Operation Sindoor will re-
main apowerful reminder of
India's strength, unity, and
unwavering spiritin the face
of adversity.




Delhi GM Open J jtton Das offers a
to take place

from June 7
with record
prize pool of
1.21 crores

New Delhi:

With a record prize

pool of Rs 1.21 crore,
the Delhi Internation-
al Open Grandmasters
chess tournament is
all set for its 21st edi-
tion from June 7 to
14 at Tivoli Gardens,
Chattarpur, New Delhi,
as per the Delhi Chess
Association press re-
lease.

A marquee calen-
dar event on the FIDE
World Championship
Circuit, the tourna-
ment has played a
pivotal role in shap-
ing the rise of India's
chess stars, including

past winners Arjun
Erigaisi and Aravin-
d! Chithambaram,

R Praggnanandhaa,
and World Champion
Gukesh  Dommaraju,
who earned his final
GM norm here to be-
come a Grandmaster.

Organised under the
aegis of the All India
Chess Federation, the
Delhi GM Open has
grown into the largest
classical-format chess
tournament in Asia by
participation. This year,
the Delhi GM Open
will host over 2,500
players from over 15
countries, including 20
Grandmasters,  com-
peting across three rat-
ng-based  categories.
The prize pool marks a
168 per cent increase
from last year's edition.

Category A carries a
Rs 51 lakh prize pool
and is open to interna-
tionally rated players.
Categories B and C, for
players rated below
1900 and 1700, respec-
tively, will offer Rs3s
lakh each. All matches
will follow FIDE rules
and the FIDE Swiss
System format, with
10 rounds in every sec-
tion.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Delhi Chess
Association  president
Bharat Singh Chauhan
said as quoted by the
Delhi Chess Associa-
tion press release,"Over
the past two decades,
the Delhi GM Open
hasn't just kept pace
with the rise of chess
in India, but has helped
drive it. We've seen the
sport move from the
margins to the main-
stream, and this tour-
nament reflects that
shift in every sense,
from the scale of partic-
ipation to the depth of
competition and the in-
frastructure supporting
it. With every edition,
we're strengthening the
foundations for a sus-
tainable, high-perfor-
mance chess culture in
the country."

New Delhi:

new era is on the
horizon for Bang-
desh as they lay

the groundwork for the
ICC Men's T20 World
Cup 2026, which began
with the appointment
of Litton Das as Tz20l
captain, according to an
official statement from
the ICC.

Bangladesh will ini-
tially participate in two
T20ls against the UAE
in Sharjah on May 17
and 19. Following that,
they will depart for Paki-
stan lo engage in a five-
match T201 series that
starts on May 25. The
series will wrap up on
June 3.

On May 4, wicket-
keeper-batter Litton
Das was officially named
as Bangladesh's Tzo0l
captain, while offspin-
ner Mahedi Hasan has
been appointed as his
vice-captain for the sev-
en away T20ls against
UAE and Pakistan in
May-June 2025.

Litton takes over from
Najmul Hossain Shan-
to in the position after
the 26-year-old stepped
down as Bangladesh's
T20I captain earlier this
year.

Ahead of his first as-
signment, the 30-year-
old laid out a clear and

pragmatic vision for the
team, focused not on a
rigid style but on adapt-
ing to match situations.
"I am not going to talk
about a particular brand
of cricket. We might
need to chase 180-200
in some games, and 140~
145 in other games. The
ultimate goal is to win
the game," Litlon Das
said as quoted by ICC.
The new skipper of the
Tigers emphasised flexi-
bility and match aware-
ness, stressing the fact
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glimpse into Bangladesh's
approach in T20Is moving forward

that a batter's role could
change on a game-to-
game basis.

"A batter might need
to score 40 off 20 balls
in one game, and 15 off
20 in the next game. 1
want every player to be
involved in the game."

"What the team needs
from me is what the
players must under-
stand. It is more impor-
tant for the player to
know how to win a game,
rather than stick to a
brand of cricket."

DC ready to go all out against
Gujarat Titans as IPL 2025 resumes

New Delhi: -

‘With the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025 re-
suming after a brief hi-
atus, the Delhi Capitals
(DC) are set to take on
the Gujarat Titans (GT)
at the Arun Jaitley Sta-
dium on Sunday.

Speaking on the eve
of their first match
after the IPL resump-
tion, Delhi Capitals'
all-rounder Vipraj
Nigam said, as quol-
ed by the DC press re-
lcasc, "We are taking
it as a fresh start. Our
focus is on how we be-

an our campaign from

e first game, and we
wxl] try to continue that
momentum

"We have a few re-
placements. It is tough
to replace Mitchell
Stare, but we have re-
grouped as a team. We
don't want to dwell on
the absence of players
who are not here, but
we will try to give our
best with the players
available,” he added.

Speaking about his
equation with Kuldee)
Yadav, Vipraj said,
"The good thing is that
we are from the same
state, and I've played a
good number of match-
es with him. The IPL
is a new experience
for me, he has been
playing for a long time

and sees me both as a
layer and as a younger
rother.

When asked about
the importance of do-
mestic  cricket and
state T20 leagues, the
20-year-old said, "The
domestic season is
always important for
an Indian player. You
have to prepare for all
three formats. If the
T20s start early, the
IPL becomes a good
experience for you, but
it's not always like that.
You have to play red-
ball and then white-
ball cricket. There are
always L‘hal]enges, and
you have to switch and

adapt, but it's fun to
play like this lhrough—
out the season.”

"The state league
gives a similar kind
of experience. It's the
same process and pres-
sure. I've been playing
in the state league for
the past two seasons,
and I had a very good
experience. It is help-
ing me now in the IPL,
the state league plays
a very important role,"
he added.

Delhi Capitals will
take on Gujarat Titans
in their 12th match of
IPL 2025 at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium on
Sunday.

"For the Bangladesh
team to go ahead, the
players have to perform.
They have to play their
specific roles. I have to
communicate well with
the players. The more
time 1 get, the more 'l
get involved in team
matters."

Litton has the full
backing as he leads
Bangladesh into a
new era of T20l crick-
et. Ahead of the team's
departure to the UAE,
assistant coach Moham-

Litton takes over
from Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto in the
position after the
26-year-old stepped
down as Bangla-
desh's T20l captain
earlier this year.

mad Salahuddin was full
of praise for the newly
appointed skipper.

"I think Litton has all
the ingredients of a good
captain, " Salahuddin
said. "He can motivate
the players. He is good
with strategy. He is try-
ing to take it forward. 1
think he will do well if
allowed to work inde-
pendently. You can't
just make a leader."

"We must realise that
he is the captain of
Bangladesh, which for
us stands for the whole
country. Leading Bang-
ladesh is a very difficult
job, although it may
seem easy from the out-
side.”

Bangladesh have a
busy schedule in the
lead-up to the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup
2026, with series lined
up against the UAE,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and India as they build
towards the marquee
event.

Real Madrid sign Bournemouth
defender Dean Huijsen for 50 million

_ Madrid:
Real Madrid and AFC
Bournemouth have

reached an agreement
for the transfer of de-
fender Dean Huijsen on
a five-year deal.

Real Madrid on Sat-
urday released a state-
ment to confirm the ar-
rival of the 20-year-old
Spaniard on a five-year
contract, which read,
"Real Madrid C. F. and
AFC Bournemouth have
reached an agreement
for the transfer of Dean
Huijsen, who will be
linked to our club for the
next five seasons, from
1 .June 2025 to 30 June
2030."

Bournemouth con-
firmed that Real Madrid
activated the 50 million
release clause to sign the
youngster. According to
reports, Premier League
top clubs Newcastle,
Chelsea, Liverpool and
Arsenal were keen to
acquire the services of
the young defender, who

grabbed the headlines in
his breakout campaign.

However, Huijsen
decided to return to
Spain, where he grew
up playing for Malaga's
youth team. Huijsen is
already a Spanish inter-
national and has played
in Italy's Serie A with
Juventus and Roma,
apart from playing for
Bournemouth in  the
Premier League. He has
been nominated for the
Premier League Young
Player of the Year 2024-
2025,

The 20-year-old's
ability to read the game
made him one of the
hottest prospects for the
top clubs. His impres-
sive defensive ability to
read the game and in-
tercept is reflected in his
numbers. In the ongoing
Premier League season,
in 200 interception at-
tempts, Huijsen boasts
an 80.5 per cent success
rate, more than Liver-
pool's ace Virgil van Dijk.

India to face Bangladesh in SAFF U109 final, aim
for record 10th title in Arunachal showdown

Yupia:
Aiming lo win their re-
cord-extending 10th
SAFF age-group men's
tournament, India will
take on Bangladesh in
the SAFF Uig Cham-
pionship 2025 final on
Sunday, May 18, 2025,
at the Golden Jubilee
Stadium, at 19:00 IST.

India haswonthe U1s,
U16, and U17 tourna-
ments twice each, and
the U18, U19 and U20
once each. Head coach
Bibiano Fernandes has
won three of them and
is looking for his fourth
on Sunday. Bangladesh
is a familiar opponent
for the Blue Colts. The
two nations have met
in four SAFF men's
age-group finals, and
India has won all four,
including last year's
SAFF U17 final by 2-o,
with goals from Md Ar-
bash and Mohammed
Kaif, both of whom are
part of the current U1g
squad.

India has showcased
utter dominance in
front of a roaring Arun-
achal Pradesh crowd so
far, winning 8-0 and
4-0 against Sri Lanka
and Nepal, respectively,
in the group stage, and
3-0 against the Mal-
dives in the semi-final
on Friday.

Fernandes and cap-

Labuschagne search for lost mojo continues,
goes out for duck before WTC final

London:
Marnus  Labuschagne
got off the wrong foot
while trying to pursue
his blueprint to find the
rich vien of form in the
County Championship
before Australia's title
defence in next month's
World Test Champion-
ship final against South
Africa at Lord's.

The former world
number one Test bat-
ter turned his focus
to get some time on
the crease before the
blockbuster  fixture
against the Proteas,
scheduled to take place
from June 11. He joined
County side Glamor-
gan for their two fix-
tures, looking to get
a hang of the English
conditions a bit early
before Australia turns
up to defend the prized
WTC mace,

Labuschagne walked

out at the crease at 46/1
for Glamorgan against
Northamptonshire at
Sophia Gardens on Sat-
urday, looking to find
his groove; however,
his plans were imme-
diately scuppered b;
South Australia quick
Harry Conway.

The ‘307year~old last- :

ed just seven deliver-
ies and eight minutes
before Northampton-
shire's Conway lured
out a thick outside
edge straight to Justin
Broad, forcing the ex-
penenced batter to re-
turn for a duck.

Labuscl;agne‘s prized
wicket pulled out a big
celebration from the

jubilant Conway, en-
acting the umpire's
signal to confirm the
dismissal. While one
Australian  relished
the moment, the oth-
er looked back on his

spoiled first hit-out
after a recent paternity
reak.

The 32-year-old
seamer's display has
enchanted the North-
amptonshire coach and
former Australia star
Darren Lehmann. He
famously introduced
Conway before his de-
but as "a mad badger,
and people are going
to love him!"

Considering the
form he has exuded,
Marnus  would now
look to make the most
of his second turn
agamsl Northampton-

ire. With just 232
runs from five Tests
at 25.78 in the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy
against India, Labus-
chagne's mediocre run
for the Baggy Greens
raised concerns about
his position in the
team.

tain Singamayum
Shami had plenty of
praise for the local
crowd who have come
mcreasmg numbers
in every India match,
especially during the’
semi-final under pour-

ing rain.
"Yesterday, we saw
so many fans under

such heavy rain, and
nobody moved out of
the stands. They were
still there supporting
till the end of the game,
and that was amazing.
1 would like to call the
fans to come back to-
morrow as_well. We
will give our best on the
pitch and make sure
that we don't leave an-
ything behind. I prom-
ise that it will be a good

game and we will en-
tertain the crowd the
same way we have en-
tertained them in the
last three games," said
Fernandes as quoted by
the AIFF official web-
site.

Midfielder ~ Shami,
who was named the
player of the match
against Maldives, said,
"The Arunachal people
love football so much.
We're very ha]fpv tosee
somany people coming
and supporting us. As
players, we feel proud
playing in front of
them, We're ready for
the final and will give
our best tomorrow.

Bangladesh beat Ne-
pal 2-1in the semi-final.
After a cagey opening

74 minutes, Ashikur
Rahman broke the
deadlock with a header
from a corner before
captain Nazmul Huda
Faysal scored the sec-
ond. Nepal halved the
deficit, but Bangladesh
saw off the victory.

"We didn't play Bang-
ladesh in the tourna-
ment, but have seen
them play and know
how good they are.
They have shown good
character in the tour~
nament, especially
the semi-finals, edl»
ing Nepal. We respect
that, and we will pre-
pare and get ourselves
ready and make sure
we give our best ef-
forts in the finals,"
said Fernandes.

Harith Noah Returns to the Rally Raid
Action at W2RC's South African Safari Rally

Sun City:

Indian rally-raid sen-
sation Harith Noah is
set to make his return
to competitive racing
in the Rally 2 category
at the newly introduced
South  African  Safari
Rally, scheduled to start
from the Sun City Resort
from May 18 to 24, 2025,
according to a release
from W2RC.

The rally marks
Round 3 of the FIA
FIM World Rally-Raid
Championship (W2RC)
2025, and Harith's first
competitive return to
W2RC after an inju-
ry-led exit at the Dakar
Rallv earlier this Janu-

Noah, part of the
SHERCO TVS RALLY
FACTORY, returns af-
ter an early exit from
Dakar 2025, where a
crash during Prologue
left him with a frac-
tured wrist and forced
him to withdraw early.

Despite the setback,

stage before scans con-
firmed the injury that
immediate

just  four
months later, he's look-
ing forward to tackling
the unforgiving South
African landscape and
getlmg back in the mix
or his 2025 campaign,
with future rounds
and a longer-term goal
of mounting a strong
challenge for Dakar
2026.
"After Dakar, I need-
ed time to recover

Noah completed Lhe ]

from the injury, but
everylhin%) wenl well
and I'm back to full
fitness now. This is
my first race since the
crash, so there are defi-
nitely some nerves,
which is normal. But
the South African
Safari Rally is a new
challenge for every-
one; the route is unfa-
miliar territory across
the board. The key is
to stay calm, get used
to the bike again, and
take it one kilometre
at a time," said Harith
Noah.
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Bangladesh

installs floating

border outpost

in Sundarbans
Dhaka:
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Iran says it will continue nuclear talks
with US shrugging off Trump's threats

Tehran:

Bangladesh on Saturday
set up a floating border
outpost in the Sundar-
ban area in southwestern
frontier with India to car-
1y out patrol and enforce
surveillance through wa-
terways,

The floating border
outpost (BOP) was sei
up by the paramilitary
Border ('mard Bangla»
desh (BGB) at the con-
fluence of Roymongol
river and Boyesing ca-
nal under Shyamnagar
upazila or sub-district
of Satkhira, about 300
kims southwest of Dhaka.

Home affairs adviser
of the interim govern-
Ir’luent (ﬁad)cl},]t m Ja-

angir Alam Chot
opened the msmllali’;?l
with officials saying this
was BGB's third such
floating BOP to carry
on patrol and enforee
surveillance  through
waterways operated by a
riverine unit of the bor-
der guards.

“Maintaining security
and patrols in the vast
wetland and riverine
border areas is challeng-
‘;ﬁ This floating BOP

il help BGB ensure
irhrnediate and effective
responses Lu preven’!

uman traf-
ﬁckl.ﬁéh%r%t resource
looting, and other bor-
der erimes,” Chowdhury
said at the ceremony.

The floating BOP was
built at the Narayanganj

ar

have a total border of
4,156 kms, which in-
cludes about 180 ks of
riverine boundary, and
79 kms is in the Sunda-
rhans.
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his country will con-
tinue talks with the
United States over its
rapidly advancing nu-
clear programme but
will not withdraw from
its rights because of US
reats.

“We are negotiating,
and we will negotiate, we
are not after war but we
do not fear any threat,”
President Masoud
Pezeshkian said during
a speech to navy offici
broadeast by state televi-
sion Saturday.

“It is not like that they
think if they threaten us
» we will give up our hu-
man right and definite
n.ghl Pezeshkian said.

“We will not withdraw,
we will not easily loose
honourable  military,
seientific, nuclear in all

ds.”

Imn‘s president said

The negotiations
have reached the “ex-
pert” level. meaning the
sides are trying to reach
agreement on the details
of a possible deal. But
a major sticking point

remains [ran's enrich-
ment of uranium, which
Tehran insists it must
be allowed to do and the
Trump administration
increasingly insists the
Islamic Republic’ must
give up.

President Donald
Trump has repeatedly

threatened to unleash
airstrikes targefing
Tran's programme if a
deal isn't reached. Irani-
an officials increasingly
warn they could pursue
a nuelear weapon with
their stockpile of wra-
nium enriched to near
weapons-grade levels.

Earlier on
Trump said Iran re-
ceived a proy during
the talks, though he did
not elaborate,

During his trip to re-
gion this week, Trump
at nearly every event in-
sisted Iran could not be
allowed to obtain a nu-

Friday,

clear homb, something
us mtelllgence

3 Iranian men face spying
charges in London court

London:

‘Three Iranian men faced

spying charges in a Lon-
don court Saturday fol-
lowing anil

assess Tehran is not ac-
tively pursuing, though
its programme is on the
cusp of being able to
weaponise nuclear ma-
terial.

Mohammad  Eslami,
the head of Iran's atom-
ic organisation, stressed
the peaceful nature of
the programme, saying
it is under “continuous”
monitoring by the UN
nuclear watchdog, state
TV reported Saturday.

“No country is moni-
tored by the agency like
us,” Eslami said, adding
that the agency inspect-
ed the country's nuclear
facilities more than 450
time in 2024. “Some-
thing about 25% of all
the agency inspections™
in the year.

Meanwhile, Israel ron-
tinely has threatened to
strike Iran's nuclear fa-
cilities if it feels threat-
ened, further compli-
cating tensions in the
Mideast already spiked
by the Israel-Hamas war
in Gaza.

counterterror detectwm

Mostafa Sepah-
vand, 39, Farhad Ja-
vadi Manesh, 44, and
Shapoor Qalehali Khani
Noori, 55, were charged
with engaging in con-

ct likely to assist
Iran's foreign intelli-
gence service hetween
August 14, 2024 and
February 16, 2025.

All three men were
living in London after
entering the UK through
unauthorised  means
hetween 2016 and 2022,
They have been in custo-
dy since their arrests on
May 3.

Sepahvand was also
chalged with engaging in
“surveillance, reconnais-
sance and open-source
research,” intending to
commit serious violence
against a person in the
United Kingdom.

The others are charged
with engaging in surveil-
lance and reconnaissance
with the intention serious
violence would be com-
mitted by others.

The three did not en-
ter pleas during a brief
hearing in Westminster
Magistrates’ Court, They
confirmed their identities
thmugh a Farsi interpret-

P(:hce did not identify
their intended target.

They were held in cus-
tody awaiting a hearin;
June 6 at the Centra
Criminal Court.

Britain's domestic in-
telligence service has
warned of a growing
threat from attackers
linked to Tehran.

Home Secretary Yvette
Cooper said the govemn-
ment plans to publish a
review next week of how
to apply the UK's coun-
terterrorism approach to
state threats,

“Iran must be held to
account for its actions,”
Cooper said. “We must
also strengthen our pow-
ers to protect our nation-
al security as we will not
tolerate growing state
threats on our soil.”

Commander Dominic
Murphy of the Metropol-
itan Police Counter Ter-
rorism Command called
the charges “extremely
serious.”

UK Foreign Secretary says ceasefire between Pak India must be ‘sustained’

Islamabad:

UK Foreign Secretary

David Lammy, who is
on a two-day visit here,
said on Saturday that
the ceasefire hetween
Pakistan and India
must be “sustained”.
Lammy’s visit, the
first by a British
Foreign Secretary to
Pakistan since 2021,
follows India’s ‘Oper-
ation Sindoor’ target—
ma terrorist eamps in
kistan in the wake
nf the Pahalgam terror
attacks that claimed

26 lives.
A Dbrief statement

and video clip
peared on Lammy's X

ap-

account at the conclu-
sion of his trip during
which he held talks
with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
Foreign Minister Ish-
aq Dar.

“My message has
been clear with India,
Pakistan and interna-
tional partners. The
ceasefire must be sus-
tained, further conflict
is in nobody’s inter-
est,” Lammy said in
the video.

“And I am proud of
the work that foreign

office staff in both
countries and back in
the UK have done to
ensure that British na-
tionals in this part of
the world have access
to up-to-date, accu-
rate advice and infor-
mation to help keep
them safe,” he said.

According to the
statement, Lammy’s
visit to Pakistan fol-
lowed the “hugely wel-
come ceasefire with
India”,

“Because of the deep
links  between our

countries, the UK is
determined to play our
part with India, Paki-
stan and international
partners to help coun-
ter terrorism and en-
sure this peace lasts,”
it read.

Lammy’s visit comes
days after he told the
House of Commons
that the UK “stands
ready to work with
both sides to make a
lasting ceasefire a re-
ality”,
The UK was one of
the countries that re-

portedly played a role
in brokering the cease-
fire understanding
between Pakistan and
India on May 10.

The UK has con-
demned  the “hor-
rendous™ attack on
April 22, with For-

eign, Commonwealth
and Development Of-
fice (FCDO) officials
saying that Friday's
ministerial visit is in-
tended to assert the
importance of contin-
uwed stability for the
region.

RITES Revenue Growth:
Exports & Diversified QA

New Delhi:
Proactive efforts to se-
cure export orders for
rolling stock and diver-
sify the client base have
helped improve our
revenue outlook for the
coming years, RITES
Ltd Chairman and Man-
aging Director Rahul
Mithal said.

A Navratna public
sector undertaking and
leading transport and
engineering consul-
tancy company, RITES
this week reported a 4.3
per cent decline in its
consolidated operating
revenue in the Mareh
quarter to Rs 615 crore
compared to Rs 643
crore in the year-ago
quarter, Net profit rose
by 3.4 per cent year-on-
year to Rs 141 crore in
the quatter.

Mithal told PTI that
the company's rolling
stock export business
was impacted due to
a lack of fresh orders
from many of its erst-
while  African and
South Asian clients
during the pandemic
and post-pandemic pe-
riods.

He added that the
Quality Assurance seg-

ment also faced chal-
lenges as Indian Rail-
ways fixed four entities,
for the first time, for
the Quality Assurance
work through an open
tendering process, im-
pacting both the vol-
ume and margins sub-
stantially.

However, accord-
ing to him, the export
outlook improved af-
ter nearly three years
when we secured an
export order from Mo-
zambique for the sup-
ply of 10 locomotives. -
the first such order won
through global competi-
tive bidding -- driven by
sustained and focused
outreach to prospective
countries,

"The aggressive out-
reach haggr:flso helped
us in securing one ex-
port arder in each quar-
ter during FY25. As on
March 31, 2025, RITES'
export  order  hook
stands at Rs 1,360 crore,
As an export order takes
at least 15-24 months
to materialise (from
receipt. of the order to
conversion in revenue),
you will see the impact
on revenue from FY26,"
Mithal said.

India Develops

New Delhi:

The government is devel-
oping a digital platform
to enable the electronic
submission of documents
in trade remedy investi-
gations with a view to fur-
ther promoting transpar-
ency, efficiency, and ease
of access for all stakehold-
ers, an official statement
said on Saturday.

These investigations
are carried out by the
commerce ministry's
arm Directorate Gen-
eral of Trade Remedies
(DGTR).

Since 1995, India has
initiated over 1,200
trade remedy investiga-

tions and recent inter-
ventions have protected

India to

Gwalior:

telecommunica-
tion revolution is
pidly unfolding

across the globe and
India is at the forefront
of this: movement un-
der the leadership of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, said Union
Minister  Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Saturday.
The Union minis-
ter of communications
also asserted that in
the days to come India
will play a leading role
in tailoring rules for 6G

technology.
"The rollout of 5G
technology  has  tak-

en place, and in just
22 months, the infor-
mation_revolution has
reached 82 per cent of
the population of 99
percent districts in the
country. India will take
the lead in shaping the
upcoming 6G technolo-
gy regulations,” Scindia
asserted

He also said new ser-
vices are being intro-
duced in the postal sys-
tem, adding that India
Post is one of the larg-
est logisties and distri-
bution networks in the
world having 1.64 lakh
(164,000) post offices

Lead 6G Tech Regulations:

and 2.5 lakh (250,000)
postal workers,

"In 2008, I designed
the logo for the Depart-
ment of Posts, with the
slogan 'Postal Service is
Public Service., Every
postal worker operates

domestic sectors includ-
ing solar energy and ad-

vanced materials, such
as solar cells and copper

with this spirit. India
will continue to lead the
telecom  revolution,”
said Scindia, who was
Union minister of state
for  communications
in the first term of the
Manmohan  Singh-led

wire rods, from unfairly
priced imports and sub-
sidized goods.

"Looking ahead, the
government is develop-
ing a digital platform
to enable the electron-
ic submission of doe-
uments in trade reme-
dy investigations,” the
commerce ministry said
in the statement.

The platform is ex-
pected to go live soon,
offering enhanced trans-
parency, efficiency, and
ease of access for all
stakeholders, it said.

The main objective
of the directorate is to
protect sensitive sectors

UPA government,

May 17 is observed
as World Telecommu-
nieation and Informa-
tion Society Day with
the aim of raising glob-
al awareness of social
changes brought about

against the adverse im-
pact of the trade liberali-
zation like dumping and
subsidy from any ex-
porting country, by way
of carrying out investi-
gations in a time-bound
manner,

The main functions
of the DGTR include
conducting anti-dump-
ing, anti-subsidy/CVD
(countervailing duty),
and safeguard investiga-
tions,

The finance ministry
takes the final decision
to impose these duties.

In addition, DGTR,
through its trade defence
wing, haseffectively con-

Scindia

———
He also said new
services are being
lintroduced in  the
postal system, adding
that India Post is one
of the largest logistics

and distribution
networks in the world
having 1.64 lakh

(164,000) post offices

and 2.5 lakh (250,000)
eostal workers. I
by the internet and

new technologies and
reducing the digital di-

vide,

Endorsing the boy-
cott of Turkiye and
Azerbaijan by citizens
after the two nations
decided to support Pa-
kistan during Opera-
tion Sindoor, Scindia
said, "This is the will of
the people. The nation
comes first.”

"The hoyeott is an
emotional decision tak-
en by the peaple of the
nation, Citizens have
made this decision vol-
untarily. The nation
comes first, and no eit-
izen will compromise
when it comes to na-
tional interest and se-
carity,” he asserted.

Platform for Trade Remedy Documents

tested the imposition of
trade remedy measures
by foreign trade remedy
authorities.

"These efforts have
resulted in either re-
duced duties or com-
plete relief from such
measures on [ndian ex-
ports, thereby protect-
ing India's internation-
al trade interests," the
ministry said.

It was established in
2018 through the con-
solidation of the Direc-
torate General of An-
ti-Dumping and Allied
Duties (DGAD) and the
Directorate General of
Safeguards.

Sebi Resolves
4,239 Complaints
via SCORES in
April

New Delhi:

Cagital markets regulator

disposed of 4,239
complaints through griev-
ance redressal mecha-
nism SCORES platform

'ﬁ.\pe markets watch-
dog received  4.341
fresh complaints in the
month and a total of
4,263 complaints re-
mained unresolved at
the end of April, slight-
ly higher than the 4,161
com laints  that were

ling as of March 31,
accnrdmg to a public no-
tice by the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi).

The regulator also
highlighted that the av-
erage resolution time
taken by the entities to
submit the Action Taken
Reports (ATR) in April
was eight days, whilethe
average time taken for
complaints under First
Level Review was four
days, it added.

SCORES, or Sebi Com-
plaint Redressal System,
is an online platform
which facilitates in-
vestors in lodging and
fracking complaints
against listed companies
and registered interme-
diaries,

Under the upgraded
SCORES 2.0 framework,
complaints are automat-
ically forwarded to the
entities, which are giv-
en 21 days to submit an
ATR to the investors.

If dissatisfied, in-
vestors can opt for a
first-level review within
15 days.

During
complaints
the pending list, even if
an ATR has been sub-
mitted. If the investor
continues to be unsat-
isfied, they can esca-
late the issue to a sec-
ond-level review by the
regulator, with the same
timeline for resolution
applying, Sebi said.

this period,
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Angelina Jolie shimmers
in sequinned gown at
Cannes 2025 red carpet

Cannes

ollywood icon

Angelina Jolie

made a daz-

zling app:
ance on the Cannes Film
Festival 2 red carpet,
wearing a stunning em-
broidered strapless gown
at the premiere of 'Ed-
dington'.

As per Page Six, the 49-
vear-old actress looked ra-
diant in a Brunello
Cucinelli made-to-measure

Judy Davis,
Florence Hunt
come on baord for
'Butterfly Stroke'

Los Angeles

udy Davis and Flo-

rence Hunt will be

seen headlining De-

nis Rabaglia's direc-
torial "Butterfly Stroke'.

As per Deadline, the film
will go on floors on July 28.
Caroline Peters and Malaya
Stern Takeda are alsoa part
of the project.

'Butterfly Stroke' follows
"Ruth (Davis), an eccentric,
determined woman who
wants control over evel
thing. Even death. She heads
to Zurich for an orderly, le-
gal exit. Her estranged
granddaughter, Lori (Hunt),
gatecrashes and won't leave
without her. Their reunion is
transformative and loving."

Official synopsis of the
film reads: Butterfly Stroke
centres on Ruth (Davis), a
British swimming champi-
on, and a woman who wants
control over every aspect of
her life - including its end.
Diagnosed with a terminal
brain tumour, she sets out
ona final journey to Switzer-
land, where assisted dying is
legal. She calls her estranged
granddaughter, Lori (Hunt),
to inform her of the plan and
the inheritance she'll soon
receive. Lord, impulsive and
headstrong in her own way,
won't let Ruth slip away so
easily. Sheraces toSwitzer-
land tostop - or at least un-
derstand - Ruth’s decision.

In Zurich, "Ruth’s unusu-
al attitude conflicts with the
organization's routine and
becames a nightmare for
her case manager. Ruthalso
meets her match in the fas-
tidious Dr Steiger (Caroline
Peters), whose unflinching
application of the rulebook
leads to a darkly comedic
standoff. Meanwhile, Lori
finds herself unexpectedly
distracted by Ingrid (Malaya
Stern Takeda), a charming
Swiss football player whom
she can't help falling for. As
Ruth's carefully Taid plans
get delayed, grandmother
and granddaughter find
themselves stuck in alimbo
that's unexpectedly funny
and revealing. They begin to
bridge the vast emotional
chasm between them, and
long-buried secrets rise to
the surface, including the
mysterions event that de-
railed Ruth's Olympic fu-
ture."

Iook made entirely of cash-
mere and silk, covered in
sequins.

Jolie's gown was a mas-
terpiece of luxury fashion,
featuring intricate em-
broidery and exquisite tex-
tiles. She completed her
look with Chopard jew-
ellery, wearing a diamond
necklace with' a pear-
shaped centre stone and
matching earrings.

The actress held hands
and posed with Marie

Colomb, Finn Bennett, and
Chopard co-president Car-
oline Scheufele.

According to Page Six,
Jolie was named god-
mother of this year's Tro-
phee Chopard Award and
will present it to young ac-
tors at the festival.

She will offer guidance
to the winners throughout
the year, following in the
footsteps of past mentors
like Demi Moore, Robert
De Niro, and Julianne

Moore.

Jolie's appearance at
Cannes marks her return
to the festival after a 14-
year absence.

The actress has become
ingly involved in
the S industry,
launching her own line,
Atelier Jolie, in 2023.

While she often wears
Atelier Jolie designs on
the red carpet, she opted
for a different designer
look at Cannes this year.

Kevin Bacon's 'The
Bondsman' cancelled

after one season

Los Angeles

ction-horror series
‘The Bondsman',
which stars Kevin
acan in the lead
role, is not expanding.

As per The Hollywood Re-
porter, Prime Video has can-
celed the series after the first
season.

The show debuted its first
and only season via the pop-
ular streaming giant on April
3 with eight episodes. During
its first week, Bondsman
landed at No. 9 Nielsen's
streaming charts for March
31-April 6 with 563 million
minutes watched. However,
it swiftly exited the charts and
did not land in the Top 10
again, Bacon stars as a "for-
mer country music star and
murdered bounty hunter,
Hub Halloran. who gets a
second shot at life when the
Devil resurrects lim to catch
demons who have escaped
from Hell."

Jennifer Nettles, Damon
Herriman, Beth Grant and
Maxwell Jenkins also fea-
tured in the series.

Grainger David created
the series and served as an
executive produter along-

side Jason Blum, Jeremy
Gold, Chris Diclde, Chris M-
Cumber, Bacon, Paul E
Shapiro and Erik Oleson,
who is also showrunner. Erik:
Halmberg served as co-ex-

ecutive producer. The Bonds-
man hails from Blumhouse
Television, Marker 96,
CrimeThink  Produetion
Company and Amazon
MGM Studios.
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Paresh Rawal
confirms his exit
from Hera Pheri 3

Mumbai

or over two decades,

Paresh  Rawal's

character, Baburao

Ganpatrao Apte,
aka Babu Bhaiya. from the
'Hera Pheri’ series has been
one of Indian cinema's most
iconic and beloved comedy
characters to date.
er this year, director
Priyadarshan confirmed a
third instalment of the icon-
ic franchise, with the OG
trio—Akshay Kumar, Paresh
Rawal, and Sunie] Shet
turning. Fans were left excit-
ed ever since the news was
announced.

However, actor Paresh
Rawal has now confirmed
that he has exited the third
film in the beloved series.
When a news reporter
reached out tothe actor to ask
if the news was true, he
replied, "Yes, it is."

Soon after the news went
viral, heartbroken fans quick-
ly expressed their disap-
pointment on social media.

One user wrote, “This can't
be true. If it is, then how can
they let go of an actor like
Paresh Rawal? Aur inhekya
Iag raha hui, Pavesh Rawal as
Babu Bhaiya ke bina Hera
Pheri 3 bana lenge? 1 hope
they just request him to re-
turn; otherwise, this deci-

sion will make fans furious.”

Another user commented,
"Paresh Rawal QUITS Hera
Pheri 3. Just shut your shops
and declare this movie as
shelyved. There is no Hera
Pheri without any of the
three, espedially not Baburao
Ganpatrao Apte.”

Meanwhile, the reason for
his exdt has not been revealed
yet.

Directed by Privadarshan,
Hera Pheri was released in
2000. It featured Akshay Ku-
mar, Suniel Shetty, Paresh
Rawal, and Tabu in the lead
roles. The second part, which
came out in 2006, was di-
rected by the late Neeraj
Vora. Tt featured Akshay,
Paresh, Suniel, Bipasha Basu,
Rajpal Yadav, and Rimi Sen
in the lead roles.

Nancy Tyagi wows Cannes for the second
time with self-designed silver gown

Cannes

Nancy Tyagi, a Delhi-based

fashion influencer, has once
again made a statement on
the red carpet at the Cannes
Film Festival.

The influencer, who made
her debut at the festival last
year, wore a stunning self-
designed gown that has gar-
nered praise from the in-
ternet.

The custom creation fea-
tured a plunging neckline, a
corseted bodice adorned
with glittering sequins, and
a multi-layered tulle skirt.

The gown's structured de-
sign and rose florets added
to its grandeur.

Singer Chris Brown
denied bail after UK
arrest on assault charge

Manchester
rammy-winning
ginger  Chris
Brown has been
ordered to re-

main in custody by a British
court over allegations that
he attacked a music pro-
ducer with a bottle in a Lon-
don nightclub in 20:
ported The Hollywood Re-
porter.

Brown, 36, appeared in
Manchester Magistrates’
Court on Fridayto face "one
count of causing grievous
bodily harm," according to
the publication.

Judge Joanne Hirst re-
fused to grant bail, calling
the case "extremely seri-
ous."

Brown will remain in cus-
tody until his next court
hearing, scheduled for June
13 at Southwark Crown
Couit in London. The date
coincides with the third
show of Brown's world tour,
set to take place in Frank-
furt, Germany, raising ques-

tions about his participa-
tion in the tour.
According to pro:
Hannah Nicholls,
was on tour in the UK. in
February 2023 when he
launched an unprovoked at-
tack on producer Abe Diaw,
striking him several times
with a bottle at the Tape
nightclub in the swanky
Mayfair neighborhood in
London. Brown then chased
Diaw and punched and
kicked him in an attack
caught on surveillance cam-
era in front of a club full of
people." Brown, who was
arrested early Thursday at
the Lowry Hotel in Man-
chester, appeared in court
wearing sweatpants and a
black T-shirt. Defense

The case will move for-
ward at Southwark Crown
Court, where Brown is ex-
pected to enter a plea to the
charge.

Videos of Nancy's ap-
pearance on the red carpet
have been doing the tounds
on the internet.

Sufi Motiwala, a fashion
influencer, shared a video of
Nancy's red carpet appear-
ance on Instagram, cap-
tioning it "Nancy Tyagis
second majestic Cannes
slay”.

Naney's look was com-
pleted with statement-mak-
ing jewel pieces, nail art,
and a sleek centre-parted
twisted bun.

Her makeup look fea-
tured silver smokey eyes,
winged eyeliner, and a
brown lip shade.

'Zip Wire'
lead actress
announced

Los Angeles
Filmmaker Howard J. Ford
is all set to come up with his
new film 'Zip Wire'.

British-Swedish ‘actress
MyAnna Buring has come on
baord to lead the project, as
per Variety.

Buring is best known for
her acting chops in the Net-
flix series "The Witcher”. She
recently wrapped up shoot-
ing for "Slow Horses," in
which she has a pivotal role,

She can currently be seen
in "The Unforgiven." Before
that, she reprised her leading
tole in the BBC's "The Re-
sponder,” oppesite Martin
Freeman.

"Zip Wire'" is being creat-
ed by the duo Tom Boyle
and Ford, who also made
"The Ledge" in 2022
"The Ledge," "Zip Wire
plores themes of survival
and human endurance and
will offer a gripping thriller
where survival hinges on
both the mind and the will,"
REinvent said.

According to Variety, the
"film follows Amy Watson,
who -when she was 13 years
old - watched her mother
die from an incurable dis-
ease.






