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bars Centre
from granting
retrospective
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clearances
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Israeli strikes kill at least 93
people in Gaza as Trump wraps
up his Middle East visit
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tariff rates for countries

B EAM President says letters revealing rates will be sent out within weeks as Washington lacks
capacity for individual deals

Washington

resident  Donald
P‘l'rump on  Fri-

day said the U.S.
would begin unilaterally
informing many of its
trading partners of new
tariff rates, rather than
securing deals with the
countries individually as
the White House has re-
peatedly promised.

After his sweeping
April tariff plan sent
markets spiraling and
set in motion a global
trade war, Trump re-
versed course and is-
sued a go-day pause on
the new duties for every
affected country except
China, opening the door
for individual countries
to negotiate deals with
his trade team.

But in remarks at a
business roundtable in
the United Arab Emir-
ates, the final stop on a
multiday Middle East
trip, Trump said that
while “150 countries”
were seeking to make
deals with the U.S,, it
was “not possible to
meet the number of peo-
ple that want to see us.”

Instead, Trump said
U.S. trading partners
should expect individu-
al letters from Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent
and Commerce Secre-
tary Howard Lutnick “at
a certain point over the
next two to three weeks,”
in which they would
be “telling people what
they will be paying to do
business in the United
States.”

Salman Rushdie attacker
sentenced to 25 years in jail

he m: onvict-
ed of stabbing
Salman  Rushdie

on a New York lecture
stage in 2022, leaving
the prizewinning author
blind in one eye, was
sentenced on Friday to
serve 25 years in prison.

A jury found Hadi
Matar, 27, guilty of at-
tempted murder and as-
sault in February.

Rushdie did not return
to court to the western
New York courtroom for
his ilant’s t

e JE_of
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efore  being se
tenced, Hadi Matar
stood and made a

ing but submitted a vic-
tim impact statement.

During the trial, the
77-year-old author was
the key witness, de-
seribing  how he be-
lieved he was dying
when a masked attacker
plunged a knife into his
head and body more
than a dozen times as he
was being introduced at
the Chautauqua Institu-
tion to speak about writ-
er safety.

Before being  sen-
tenced, Matar stood and
made a statement about

about
freedom of speech in
which he called Rush-
die a hypocrite

freedom of speech in
which he called Rushdie
a hypoerite.

“Salman Rushdie
wants to disrespect oth-
er people,” said Matar,
clad in white-striped jail
clothing and wearing
handcuffs. “He wants
to be a bully, he wants
to bully other people. I
don’t agree with that.”

Agency

The president did not
specify which countries
would  receive letters
telling them what they
would pay and which
countries  would  still
have the opportuni-
ty to negotiate. Trump
slapped roughly 60 trad-
ing partners with so-
called reciprocal tariffs
of up to 50 percent in
April, while imposing a
baseline 10 percent tariff

More institutes scrap
Azerbaijan; jewellers

New Delhi

he All India Gem
I and Jewellery Do-

mestic  Council
urged the industry on
Friday to suspend all
business  transactions
with Turkiye and Azer-
baijan, while reputed
educational institutions,
such as the ITT-Roorkee,
cancelled MoUs signed
with the universities of
the two countries.

The  developments
came against the back-
drop of Turkiye backing
Pakistan and its condem-
nation of India’s strikes
on terror camps in the
neighbouring  country
and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir under Oper-
ation _ Sindoor.  Paki-
stan also used Turkish
drones on a large scale
during the military con-
flict with India.

Azerbaijan had also
actively supported Paki-
stan in the conflict.

Several trade bodies
have given a call to boy-
cott Turkish products,
whereas Indian  uni-

on all foreign imports.
Trump also touted a
“fantastic trade deal” his
administration reached
with the United King-
dom earlier this month
— the first of its kind
since the launch of the
administration’s aggres-
sive tariff policy in April,
which the president
promised would usher
in a string of agreements
with U.S. trading part-

e

versities, including the
JNU and Jamia Millia
Islamia, have suspended
their agreements with
the two countries.

The Cochin Interna-
tional  Airport Limit-
ed announced that it
has discontinued the
ground-handling servie-
es of Turkish company
Celebi Airport Services
India Private Limited,
in compliance with the
recent directives of the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security with regard to
national security.

ners. The U.K., however,
did not face the higher re-
ciprocal tariff, only the 10

percent baseline tariff as

well as other sector-spe-
cific tariffs on autos, steel

and aluminum.

Trump also noted on
Friday the progress his
team has made in reach-
ing a trade deal with Chi-
na, which he said is “in
the process of continuing
tobeformed,” adding that
“they wanted to make that
deal very badly.”

Trade tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Chi-
na cooled earlier this
week when the two ma-
j ies agreed to

Pak rebuilding
destroyed terror camps
with IMF aid: Rajnath

New Delhi

ndia on Friday

Iol\ the Inter!
al Monetary Fund
(IMF) to reconsider its
$1-billion assistance
to Pakistan, suggesting
that Islamabad could
use it for terror funding.

In an address to mil-
itary personnel in Bhuj,
Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh said India
does not want that the
funding it gives to the
IMF should be used di-
rectly or indirectly to
create terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan or any
other country.

“I believe that in to-
day’s time, any kind of
financial assistance to
Pakistan is nothing less
than terror funding.

“India would like the
IMF to reconsider its
i of one billion

Jjor
slash their triple-digit
tariffs on one anoth-
er, which had steadily
escalated as the coun-
tries ramped up a major
trade war after Trump
slammed China with high
tariffs in April. The truce
is only temporary, how-
ever — Trump set a 9o-
day deadline to reach a
broader trade agreement
with Beijing, meaning
the sky-high tariffs could
snap back in August.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

dollars to Pakistan and
refrain from giving any
kind of assistance in fu-
tare,” he said.

Singh, who arrived
at the Bhuj Air Force
station in the morning
to review the overall se-
curity situation, lauded
the Indian Air Force for
spearheading the cam-
paign against terrorism
effectively.

He said during Oper-
ation Sindoor, India’s
armed forces not only

MoUs with Turkiye,
join protest

In a statement, the
CIAL said the services
of the Turkish company
were formally discontin-
ued from Thursday.

Aviation watchdog
BCAS on Thursday re-
voked the security clear-
ance for Celebi Airport
Services India Private
Limited in the “interest
of national security”.

Operating in the In-
dian aviation sector for
more than 15 years and
employing over 10,000
people, Celebi offers its
services at nine airports

HIGHLIGHT

= The developments
came against the
backdrop of Turkiye
backing Pakistan and
its condemnation
of India’s strikes on
terror camps in the
neighbouring country
and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir under Opera-
tion Sindoor.

in the country -- Mum-
bai, Delhi, Cochin, Kan-
nur, Bengaluru, Hyder-
abad, Goa, Ahmedabad
and Chennai.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Roorkee said it has for-
mally cancelled an MoU
it had signed with Turki-
ye's Inonu University.

The MoU provided a
framework for potential
academic and research
collaborations, includ-
ing student and faculty
exchanges, a statement
from the IIT-Roorkee
said. Agency

Dr. Anil Singh

he recent Indo-Pa-
Tkistan ceasefire,

coming after in-
tense cross-border hos-
tilities and devastating
terrorist strikes, has
sparked  wide-ranging
reactions and signifi-
cant speculation. This
ceasefire is not merely
a cessation of hostilities
but a complicated polit-
ical maneuver perceived
very differently by both
nations. While theoreti-
cally, a ceasefire during
wartime represents a
temporary halt in hostil-
ities to facilitate negoti-

ations or humanitarian
aid, the Indo-Pak con-
text often involves deep-
er strategic implications.

India and Pakistan
have historically had a
tumultuous relation-
ship marked by wars,
skirmishes, and pro-
tracted proxy conflicts.
The recent escalation,
triggered by the terror
attack in Jammu and
Kashmir  orchestrated
by Pakistan-based mil-
itants, saw India assert
its military dominance
decisively. India's mes-
sage has been unequivo-
cal: a ceasefire is accept-
able only if terrorism
originating from Paki-
stani soil ceases imme-
diately and permanently.

For Pakistan, the
ceasefire appears pri-
marily a strategic ne-

cessity rather than a
genuine  commitment
to peace. The substan-
tial destruction of near-
Iy half its operational
airbases and critical
military infrastructure
in recent Indian air-
strikes left Pakistan
with little option but to

Internally,

leadership, particularly
Deputy Prime Minister’s
admission, reflects the
pragmatic realization of
military limitations and
the pressing need for
diplomatic engagement
to manage domestic and

=

international backlash.
The role of U.S. Pres-

ident Donald Trump
in the ceasefire process
has been both intrigu-
ing and controversial.
Initially, Trump’s social
media message on X
triumphantly ~ declared
his instrumental role

Ceasefire Mirage: Decoding Indo-Pak Dynamics and Trump’s Ambiguous Diplomacy

in negotiating ace,
positioning himself as
a pivotal peace broker
between India and Pa-
kistan. Trump’s initial
claim was clear and bold,

ly due to deep-rooted
mistrust and ongoing
provocations, including
Pakistan’s continued in-
termittent shelling de-
spite initial ag|re‘emenls.

suggesting a dipl ic

The of

victory on his part. How-
ever, under serutiny and
subsequent clarifica-
tions, Trump significant-
ly scaled back his claims,
eventually — admitting
his role was limited to
merely facilitating the
ceasefire rather than or-
chestrating it. This walk-
back illustrates the com-
plexities of international
diplomacy where politi-
cal figures often amplify
their roles to consolidate
personal stature and ge-
opolitical influence.

The ceasefire’s status
beyond May 18 remains
uncertain, primari-

this ceasefire critically
hinges on both nations’
strategic  calculations
and international diplo-
matic pressure, notably
from the U.S. and other
influential global play-
ers.

India's stance under
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has undergone
a significant shift. It is
no longer constrained by
previous strategic hesi-
tancy. India’s approach
is unequivocally clear:
the only acceptable ne-
gotiation points are the
cessation of terrorism
CONTD ON PAGE-2

dominated the enemy
but also succeeded in
decimating them. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
coined ‘Operation Sin-
door’, Singh said.

Lauding the Indian Air
Force for spearheading
the campaign against
terrorism effectively, he
said, “Our Air Force has
touched new and greater
heights with its valour,
courage and glory.”

The Air Force base
here was among the mil-
itary infrastructure that
Pakistan targeted during
the four-day confron-
tation between the two
militaries.

In his address, he said
that the $1 billion IMF
assistance to Pakistan
would be used to fund
terror infrastructure,
and wondered if that
would not be considered
‘indirect funding’ by an
international organisa-

tion. Agency

Country, Army
have bowed
down before
Modi, says MP
deputy CM

& |
,,,,, _ Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh dep-
uty Chief Minister Jag-
dish Devda on Friday
said the country, its
army and soldiers have
‘bowed down at the feet’
of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, prompting
the Congress to dub it

an insult to the valour of
the armed forces.
The Bharativa Ja-

nata Party leader later
claimed his statement
was “distorted” by the
opposition party, and he
meant to say the people
have bowed before the
Army after seeing its val-
our during the success-
ful execution of Opera-
tion Sindoor.

The controversy fol-
lowed after another
Madhya Pradesh min-
ister, Vijay Shah, came
under fire for remarks
about Col Sofiya Qureshi
who conducted media
briefings on Operation
Sindoor along  with
Wing Commander Vyo-
mika Singh.

Devda, who is the fi-
nance minister of BJP-
ruled Madhya Pradesh,
was speaking at a func-
tion of Civil Defence vol-
unteers in Jabalpur.

“We want to thank
the prime minister.
The entire country, its
army and soldiers are
‘natmastak’ (with their
heads bowed) at his feet.
‘The entire country has
bowed at his feet,” he
said. Agency
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According to the Re-
serve Bank of India, re-
mittances from the US
in India's total in
remittances  remained

a steady recovery in the

TS job market.
It said that in the
US labour force, the

percentage rise in for-
eign-horn workers stood
at 63% in 2022 from
0.7% in the pre-pandem-
ic year of 2019. How-
ever, in the case of na-
tive-born workers, the
share largely remained
unchanged at 1%. About
78% of Indian migrants
in the US are employed
in high earning sectors
such as management,
business and sciences.
According to RBI data,
India’s remittances have
more than doubled from
$55.6 billion in 2010-
11 to Su87 billion in
2023-24, which means
about $33 billion were
from the US. 1If the hill
is enacted, India might
need to forgo $1.65 bil-
lion in remittances.

Over 54 lakh Tndians
are living in the US, of
which more than 33
lakh are in the Persons
of Indian Origin (PI0)
category, according to
Statista,

Saurrav  Sood, Prac-
tice Leader, Internation-
al Tax & Transfer Pricing
at SW India, said NRIs
who are not US citizens
will have to pay 5% re-
mittance tax when they
are sending payments to
their home country. “In
effect, a payment of Rs
100 will be effectively
a receipt of Rs 05 since
Rs 5 will be going to
US IRS," he said, add-
ing there is no clarity
whether this remittance
tax will be available as
a credit to the person
making the remittance.

Sood said this does
tly affect the

gmwlh but
since India is one of the
biggest beneficiaries of
US remittances sent by
the diaspora, there ean
be a ripple effect.

A US citizen who pays
the tax ean claim a full
refund as a refundable
income tax eredit if the
person has g valid Social
Security number on the
tax returns and provides
proof of tax pai
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0818-199941
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Supreme Court bars Centre from granting
retrospective environmental clearances

New Delhi

e Supreme Court
on Friday said the
right to live in a

pollution free atmos-
phere was a part of the
fundamental right as it
struck down Centre’s
affice: memorandum al-
lowing ex post facto or
retrospective  environ-
mental  clearances 1o
projects in violation of
norms.

A bench comprising
Justices Abhay S Oka
and Ujjal Bhuyan made
scn.thing remarks in Hf

—_—
A bench comprising
Justices Abhay 5 Oka
and Ujjal Bhuyan
made scathing remarks
in its judgement
delivered on a plea
filed by Vanashakti
organisation and
said, “The  Union
Government, as much
as individual citizens,
has a constitutional
obligation to protect
the environment.” I

on & plea filed by Vana-
shakti organisation and
said, “The Union Gov-
ernment, as much as
individual citizens, has a
constitutional obligation
o protect the environ-
ment.”

The court said it “must
come down very heavily”
on the Centre’s attempt
1o do “semething which
is completely prohibited
under the law”.

Ttadded, "Cleverly, the
words ex post facta have
not been used, but with-
out using those words,
there is a provision ta
effectively grant ex post
facto EC. The 2021 OM
has been issued in vio-
lation of llm dcclﬂmn: of
this court....

The bench, therefore,
declared the 2021 office
‘memorandum (OM)
and related circulars
“arbitrary, illegal, and

contrary to the Environ-
ment {Protection) Act,
1986 and the Lnviron-
mental Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) Notification,
2006

The Centre, as a re-
sult, was restrained
from issuing directions
for grant of ex post facto
clearances in any form
or manner or for regu-
larising the acts done in
contravention of the EIA
notification.

“Under Article 21 of
the Constitution, the
right to live in a pollu-
tion free environment
is guaranteed. In fact,
the 1986 Act has lxen
enacted ’lu give effect to

measures unlawfully
permitted the regular-
isation of projects that
had violated  environ-
mental laws.

“This court in several
decisions has held that
the right to live in a pol-
lution free atmosphere
is a part of the funda-
mental right guaranteed
under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India,”
Justice Oka, writing for
the beneh, said.

Referring to a March
14, 2017 a4 noetification
of the Ministry of En-

this ital right...
Therefore, even the Cen»
tral Government has a
duty to protect and im-
prove the natural envi-
ronment,” it said.

The court ruled these

. Forest and
CI imate Change, the
bench said it was made
applicable to projects or
activities that have start-
ed the work on site, ex-
panded production be-

Hare Krishna temple in Bengaluru
belongs to ISKCON Society Bengaluru SC

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Friday held that the
Hare Krishna Temple
in Bengaluru belongs to
the ISKCON Society in
the eity.

The top court allowed
the plea of 1ISKCON Ban-
galore challenging a Kar-
nataka ITigh Court order
that ruled in favour of
TSKCON Mumbai over
control of the iconic
temple and educational
complex in Bengaluru.

A bench of Justices
Abhay § Oka and Au-
gustine George Masih
set aside the order of the
Karnataka High Court
which held the property
belonged to ISKCON So-
ciety, Mumbai.

The bench said the tri-
al court also recorded a
finding that no evidence
was produced by ISK-
CON Mumbai about its
possession of the Sched-
ule “A” property and

there was absolutely no

evidence to support its
claim,

“As the application for
allotment was made by
ISKCON Bangalore and
as pursuant to the ap-
plication, the sale deed
was executed in favour
of ISKCON Bangalore,
the entire discussion
by the high court about
so-called manipulations
made by Madhu Pandit,
Bhakti Lata Devi Dasi,
Chanchalapati Dasa,
Chamari Devi Dasi was
not relevant at all,” it
said.

The verdict said even
if it was assumed that
the rubber stamp of
ISKCON Bangalore was
affixed on certain docu-
ments subsequently, it
was “erystal elear” that
the Schedule “A” prop-
erty was allotted by the
Bangalore Development
Authority to ISKCON
Bangalore, and ISKCON
Bangalore was an inde-
pendent society regis-

Ceasefire Mirage: Decoding Indo-Pak
Dynamics and Trump'’s Ambiguous Diplomacy
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and the status of Paki-
stan-Occupied  Kashmir
(POK). The Modi admin-
istration, emboldened by
populardomesticsupport
for robust anti-terror pol-
icies, refuses to negotiate
under duress or entertain
other peripheral issues
until terronsm is disman-
tled at its source.

On the other hand,
Pukistan perceives the
ceasefire as  breathing
space to reorient its inter-
national diplomacy and
address severe
political and econom-
ic crises exacerbated by
the conflict. Islamabad’s
strategy often includes
tactical pauses to seek in-
ternational sympathy and
aid, something India has
repeatedly highlighted to
global pawers.

e real diplomatic
challenge lies in the role
of external mediators like
Trump, whose interven-
tion, despite ambiguities,
underscores the strategic
importance of third-party
diplomatic engagement
in South Asia. While
Trump initially appeared
as a  self-proclaimed
champion of peace, his
RO ENG 2019/S5485 Vol 52, tois
oaks 1. 167 Repsodsetion i whole on

subsequent clarifications
revedl that genuine con-
flict resolution requires
transparent, consistent dip-
lomatic efforts rather than
superficial interventions.

To sustain the ceasetire
beyand May 18, both na-
tions need credible, confi-
dence-building measures
(CBMs). These measures
must include transparent
communication channels,
military  de-esealation
mechanisms, and strin-
gent controls over fer-
rorist groups operating
from Pakistani soil. The
international community,
particularly  influential
nations like the U.S., Chi-
na, and Russia, must ac-
tively mediate not mere-
ly through rhetoric but
by facilitating tangible
security and diplomatic
frameworks,

Furthermore, a sus-
tainable ceasefire  de-
mands addressing under-
Tying issues, ({Jarriculaﬂ_y
terrarism and territorial
disputes, India’s uncom-
promising position re-
garding terrorism  has
global resonance and de-
mands genuine Pakistani
commilnient. Islamabad
must decisively disman-
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tle terror infrastructure
if genuine peace nego-
tiations are to progress.
Conversely, India could
demonstrate  goodwill
by remaining open to
struetured dialogues con-
ditional upon tangible
anti-terror measures. by
Palkistan.

In conclusion, while the
Indo-Pak ceasefire tem-
porarily halts violence,
true peace mnecessitates
deeper  trust-building,
transpavent  diplomacy,
and 4 firm international
commitment to address-
ing terrorism compre-
hensively. The ambiguity
around Trump's involve-
ment  highlights  the
critical mneed for clear,
consistent, and collab-
orative international
engagement.  Ultimate-
ly, sustainable peace in
South Asia depends on
Pakistan’s sincere action
against terrorism and In-
dia’s readiness to engage
constructively once secu-
rity is assured, The path
forward is challenging yet
essential for lasting re-
gional stability and global
security.

(The writer is an Fditor,
STAR Views, New Delli}
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tered under the Karnata-
ka Societies Registration
Act,

The apex court said
the high court’s finding
that ISKCON Mumbai,
through its branch in
Bangalore, was the own-
er of the schedule prop-
erty was “completely er-
roneous” and deserved
to be set aside,

“It is completely con-
trary to the documen-
tary evidence. Even as-
suming that ISKCON
Bangalore did not pos-
sess funds, and even if
money came from ISK-
CON Mumbai, it cannot
claim ownership. Only
because the existence of
the Bangalore branch of
ISKCON Mumbai was

roved, one cannot
jump to the conclu-
sion that allotment of
Schedule "A" property
was to ISKCON Mum-
bai through the Banga-
lore branch,” the bench
said,

vond the limit of EC, or

changed the production

mix without obtaining
EC,

“There is already a
concluded finding of this
court that the concept
of ex post facto or retro-
spective EC is complete-
Iy alien to environmen-
tal jurisprudenes and
the EIA notification,” it
added.

The violation of the
condition of obtaining
prior EC must be dealt

with heavy hands, it
said
“In environmental

matters, the courts must
Lake a very strict view of
the violations of the laws
relating to the environ-
ment. [tis the duty of the
Constitutional courts to

doso,” it said.

The bench illustrated
the drastic consequenc-
es of large-scale envi-
ronmental degradat\on
on human lives in Delhi
and several other cities.

“At least for a span of
two months every year,
the residents of Delhi
suffocate due to air pol-
lution. The AQI level is
either dangeious or very
dangerous. They suffer
in their health. The oth-
er leading cities are not
far behind. The air and
water pollution in the
cities is ever increasing,”
it saie.

The benchsaid the OM
was violative of funda-
mental rights of all per-
sons guaranteed under
Article 21 tolive in a pol-

lution free environment
and it alse infringes the
right to health guaran-
teed under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

Trashing the OM,
the bench asked, “Can
there be development at
the cost of the environ-
ment? Conservation of
environment and its im-
provement is an essen-
tial part of the concept of
development.”

The top court further
opined courts should
come down heayily on
such attempts,

“As stated earlier, the
OM deals with project
proponents. who were
fully aware of the EIA
notification  and who
have taken conscious
risk to flout the EIA no-
tification and go ahead
with the construction/
continuation/expansion
of projects. They have
shown scant respect to
the law and their duty
to pratect the environ-
ment,” it noted.

Apart from the viola-
tion of Article 21, such
an action was stated to
be in complete violation
of Article 14 (right to
equality) aside from be-
ing violative of the 1986
Act and the EIA notifica-
tion,

The bench, however,
said the ex post factoen-
vironmental clearances
granted in certain cases
both

Agency

Abhishek Mehrotra joins AATHARVI
Production Multimedia Pvt Ltd as President

New Delhi
Sr. Journalist Abhishek

Mehrotra has  joined
AATHARVI Production
Multimedia Pyt Ltd as
President. In his new
role Mehrotra will now
focus on content plan-
ning, revenue strategy
and overall business
growth at AATITARVI.
With over two decades
of experience in journal-
ism, Mehrotra now steps
inte the media and en-
tertainment space with
broader responsibilities
beyand the newsroon.
After serving ns Group
Editor  (Digital) at
News24, Mehrotra will
now fotus on content
planning, revenue strat-

1 was looking for a plat-
form that allowed crea-
tivefreedom, innovation,

Pyt Lid, welcomed his
appointment and noted
that discussions around
i ion and reve-

egy and overall |
growth at AATITARVT —
a company engaged in
production, digital con-
tent, media buying and
event planning.

Speaking about his
new tole, Mehrotra said,

“After more than a dec-

ade as an active editor,

and ial respon-
sibilities. AATHAR-
VI seems to offer that
combination and T look
forward to contribut-
ing menmngfn!ly to its
growth sto,

Dr. Archana Singh.

Director of AATHARVL
Production’ Multimedia

nue planning had been
angoing for the past six
months. “We are con-
fident that Abhishek's
leadership and experi-
ence will bring strategic
value and help us scale
new milestones,” she
said.

Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham Joins Hands
with Sikkim for Disaster Resilience

New Delhi

In a strategic move to
enhance disaster prepar-
edness and communily
resilience in one of In-
dia’s most environmen-
tally vulnerable regions,
Amrita Vishwa Vidvap-
eetham has signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (Mol7} with the
Sikkim  State Disuster
Management  Authori-
ty (SSDMA). The MoU
marks the continuation
of a comprehensive col-
laboration focused on
disaster risk reduction,
climate resilience, and
sustainable  communi-
1y development in the
Eastern Himalayas.

The MoU was signed
on May 10, 2025, by
Prabhakar Rai, Diree-
tor of the Sikkim State
Disaster  Management
Authority (SSDMA) and
Dr. Maneesha Vinodini
Ramesh, Provost, Direc-
tor, Amrila WNA, The
partnership is on behalf
af the Amrita School
for Sustainable Futures
(ASF), the Amrita Cen-
tre for Wireless Net-
works and Applications
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(Amrita WNA), and the
UNESCO Chair on Ex-
periential Learning for
Sustainable TInnovation
and Development.

As part of the MaU,
Anmrita  will  support
SSDMA in rolling out

large-scale capaci-
ty-building  programs,
field-based ~ awareness
campaigns, and grass-

roots resilience initia-
tives. The university will
deploy digital platforms,
multr]mgua.l education-
al tools, and advanced
wireless  sensor net-
works to strengthen ear-
ly warning systems and
real-time disaster com-
munication in remaote
regions. Together with
SSDMA,  Amrita  will
work on co-developing
sustainable,  inclusive,
and community-driven
strategies for managing
natural disasters. This
is an essential effort in
Sikkini, which faces fre-
quent risks from earth-
quakes, landslides, and
flash floods.

“This partnership is
the culmimation of more
than a decade of col-
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laboration and mutual
trust in Sikkim,” said Dr.
Maneesha V. Ramesh,
Provost of Amrita Vish-
wit Vidyapeetham.
“Since 2013, Amrita has
been actively working on
landslide early warning
syslems in Chandmari,
Gangtok, deploying over
50 sensors to monitor
dynamic risk patterns.
Using Al-based models,
the system provides early
warnings firstat the com-
munity level, followed by
alerts to government and
research institutions. In
collaboration with SSD-
MA, Amrita has helped
build community resil-
ience and advance re-
gional warning capabili-
ties. Students now work
on multi-hazard frame-
works in Sikkim, explor-
ing interactions between
floods and landslides,
structural impacts, and
catchment-scale SVE-
tems. This deep engage-
ment has led to an MoU
with the Sikkim govern-
ment to further disaster

preparedness and  re-
search.”
“This  collaboration
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marks an important step
instrengthening disaster
preparedness and resil-
tence in the state”. said
Shri Prabhakar Rai, Di-
rector, SSDMA. “We are
deeply grateful to Am-
rita University for their
dedicated work in mon-
itoring and assessing the
Chandmari landslide, an
area that has posed a
serious risk since 1987,
Their efforts in collecting
critical data and install-
ing monitoring systems
at ten key locations have
been instrumental in
our ongoing disaster risk
management.  Amrita’s
timely updates and sci-

insights have sup-
ported SSDMA’s mission,
and their commitment
goe‘: beyond landslides,

roposed studies
on f!asﬂ floods and oth-
er vulnerabilities reflect
a_holistic approach to
disaster risk reduction
in Sikkim. We sincerely
thank Amrita Univer-
sity for initiating - this
partnership and look
forward to a continued,
impactful collaboration
in the years to come.”

v [Fesph

NIA raids 15
locations in
Punjab to probe
Khalistani
network

New Delhi
Cracking down further
on the activities of the
banned Babbar Khal-
sa International (BKI)
terrorist — group,  the
National Investigation
Agencey (NIA) on Friday
searched 15 locations
in Punjab in connection
with the grenade attack
on a police station in
Gurdaspur district last
Deceml

“Today’s searches, car-
ried out in Gurdaspur,
Batala, Amritsar and
Kapurthala districts of
Punjab, led to the sei-
zure of various incrim-
inating materials, in-
cluding mobiles/digital
devices and documents,”
the probe agency said.

the radar were
premises of suspects
linked with US-based
BKI operative and gang-
ster Harpreet Singh alias
Happy Passian and his
nodes Shamsher Singh
Shera alias IToney along
with others based in var-
ious eountries, it said in
a statement.

A key aide of Paki-
stan-hased BKIT terrorist
Harwinder Singh alias
Rinda, Tappy has been
found {0 be responsible
for recently orchestrat-
ing numerous grenade
attacks on various police
stations and police posts
in the states of Punjab
and Haryana, the NIA
said.

Investigations in the
case relating to  the
hand grenade attack on
Ghanie Ke Bangar police
station had revealed that
the arrested accused
who had  committed
the erime was acting on
the directions of Happy,
along  with Shamsher
and other aides.

It was also found that
BKI's aperatives, based
invarious couritries, were
engaged in a criminal
conspiracy o recruit and
train  India-based as-
sociates, provide funds,
weapons and explosives
to the field operatives of
the terror group.
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Health check-up
camps
organised at
Sanjay Camp

Staff Reporter

New Delhi

The NDMC here on Friday
organised a health check-
up camp in eollaboration

with Max Hospital, Suket
forthe residents of JJ clus-

ter at Sanjay Camp,
Chanakyapuri.
NDMC vice-chair-

manKuljeet Singh Chahal
inaugurated the health
check-up camp, Onthe oc-
casion, Chahal said that it
is also important for pre-
ventive health check-up
and facilitate early detec-
tion of common ailments
among the JJ cluster resi-
dents. The camp will espe-
cially focused on women,
children and elderly people
for ensuring inclusive
healtheare coverage.

Director (Welfare) An-
jum Siddiqui informed that
a team of 15 doctors and
other paramedical staff
from Max Hospital, Saket
conducted the preventive
health check-up such as
Pulmonary Function Test
(PFT), Eye & ENT check-
up and provided essential
medical support.

She also informed that
around 170 residents in-
cluding 8o male, 65 fe-
male and 25 children have
been benefited in the
health check-up camp.

MLA lays
foundation
stone for pond
beautification
work

Noida
MLA Pankaj Singh laid the
foundation stone for the
work of reviving and bean-
tifying the pond at Sultanpur
village.

The Noida Authority has
proposed to develop the
pond in an area of about
11000 square meter on the
demand of the villagers.

The total cost of this proj-
ect is Rs 434.45 lakh. Con-
struction of a pond in the vil-
lage will promote water con-
servation and thispond can
beused by the general pub-
lic during festivals like
Chhath Puja etc.

Metropolitan president
Mihesh Chauhan, Noida
Anthority's additional chief
executive officer Sanjay Ku-
‘mar Khatri, villagers and
ather officers and employees
'were present.

Noida Authority
to build city’s
first synthetic

athletic track
Noida

The Noida Authority is go-
ing to build city’s first syn-
thetic athletic track in Noi-
daStadium, sector-21A. The
work on it is likely to start
soon.

The length of this track
will be 300 meters, The cost
ofits construction has been
fixed at around Rs 2.90
crore. According to the Noi-
da Authority, the synthetic
track willbe built in the va-
cant space near the skating
ring in Noida Stadinm. If
needed, some part of
Ramlila Ground will also
be used for the track.

Torits construction, Noi-
da Authority CEO Lokesh M
had inspected the stadium
about six months ago. After
which he had instructed to
prepa plan to build an
athletic track. The con-
struction agency has been
selected and its work will
start soon.

The construction of this
synthetic track in Noida Sta-
dium will provide better
practice facilities to the play-
ers of the district. Its con-
struction will benefit about
200 state and national Tev-
elathletes of Noida.
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MmN Delhi govt plans to redesign

portal make it more appealing

M The Delhi government has floated a request for proposal (RFP) for designing
and developing its web portal as well as assomated departmental websites

New Delli

he Delhi govern-

‘ment plans to de-

velop a single por-

tal for citizens ac-
cessing its services and de-
partments, with the capac-
ity to handle 10,000 con-
current nsers and be "more
mformatl\ ¢ and visually
pleasing”.

The Delhi government
has floated a request for
proposal (RFP) for design-
ing and developing its web
portal as well as associated
departmental websites. said
an official.

At present, the Delhi gov-
ernment portal  at
delhi.gov.in provides a uni-
fied interface to all govern-
ment websites as well as
information regarding var-
ious schemes and pro-
grammes.

The common portal in-
cludes approximately 180
associated departmental
websites,

“The 1IT solutions
provider will be tasked with
‘migrating the entire existing
portal of the Delhi govern-
ment on the new platform
and implement robust and
scalable arclitecture in

terms of content, securif
and load." said the official.

The company selected
will have to maintain all
Delhi government infor-
mation at a single place and
in a consistent manner. It
will redesign and manage
the current home page and
corresponding weh pages
by making them "more in-
formative and visually

NDMC Viksit Bharat
Summer Art Workshop begins

The NDMC here on Friday
started a 10 day Viksit Bharat
Summer Art Workshop for
its students from the Navyug
School , Sarojini Nagar .

Vice-chairman, the NDMC
Kuljeet Singh Chahal inau-
gurated the Viksit Bharat
Summer Art Workshop: Dis-
cover, Create, and Evolve
Through Art at Navyug
School, Sarcjini Nagar.

The workshop is thcmul
around Panchatantra stories
and is being organised for
students from dasses 5thta
11th. Chahal on this oceasion
informed that Padmashri
awardees and senior artists
from across the country will
pr_nhupatmg in this work-
shop.

Chahal announced thatan
art gallery would also be
constructed soon at the
NavyugSchool, Sarojini Na-
gar premises. He also felici-
tated the students who
scored the 100 and 99 per-
centmarks inthe CBSE class
1oth and 12th results.

NDMC advisor (Culture)
Harshvardhan said that art is

a world of colours, which
makes the world pleasant
and brings energy to ourna-
ture and instincts. Colours
are the integral part of our life
whichworks as stress buster.

Director (Education) Kri-
tika Chaudhary explained
the objective of art work-
shop that it is a platform to
promote artistic skills and
creativity amongst the stu-
dents for India’s diverse artis-
tic tradition.

Padamshri Bhajju Shyam
(Madhya Pradesh),
Padamshri Adwaita Gad-
nayak {Odhisa), Padamshri
Biman B Das (New Delhi),
Padamshri Jai Prakash (Ra-
jasthan) and other prami-
nent artists ie. Swurendra
Jagtap (Maharashtra) Anil
Naik (Maharashtra), Viren
Tanwar (Uttar Pradesh), Dat-
tatreya Apte (New Delhi),
Kalyan Joshi (Rajasthan),
Jagannath Panda (Haryana),
Narender Pal Singh (New
Delhi), Kanchan Chander
(New Delhi), Manish Gond
(Himachal Pradesh) and
Pranam Singh (Uttar
Pradesh) will participate in
the summer art workshop.

pleasing”, the official adde

"The portal delhi.gov.
will be a one-stop solution
to addressing all the needs
of citizens, with an aim to
providing aceurate infor-
mation in various fields.
With the launch of the por-
tal, the Delhi government
aims to have a single inter-
face. comprising informa-
tion on varions government

tem architecture must sup
port the anticipated luad of
more than 10,000 coneur-
rent users.

"The portal is expected to
provide acceptablelevels of
performance under peak
load. However, it is expect-
ed to handle burst levels of
activity for a short (usually

five to 10 minutes) period
without functional ‘degra-
dation," he said.

"It should be scalable in

such away that if there are
concurrent users more than
specified, then the capacity
should get antomatically
enhanced by 20 per cent
and so on without any im-
pact on the service,” he
added.
Apart from information
on departments, citizens
will also be able to accessin-
formation on government
policies such as on electric
vehicles, tree transplanta-
tion and polltion.

Information on all Delhi
government services will be
available on the e-district
website. Websites of indi-
vidual departments will
redireet applicantsto the e-
district website for accessing
services provided by the re-
spective department, the
official said. The portal and
websites will also provide
the option of logging in
through Google and Face-
book, among others.

The selected bidder will
maintain the portal and
websites for at least five
years.

Delhi Govt to Set Up Welfare
Board for Gig Workers

New Delhi
Delhi labour minister Kapil
Mishra on Friday said the
governmentwill constitutea
welfare board for gig and
platform workers and frame
schemes for their welfare.

Mishra chaired ameeting
with gig workers and repre-

sentatives from major plat-
forms and aggregators, in-
cluding Swigzy, Zomato,
‘Blinkit, Uber, UrbanClap,
and BigBasket, said an offi-
cial statement.

The session provided a
platform far gig workers to
voice their concerns directly
to the government and ag-
gregators. They highlighted
pressing issues such-as long
working hours, inadequate
payments, and the ahsence of
an effective grievance re-
dressal system, which have
long impacted their liveli-
hoods, it said-

"All these problems will be
addressed with the coopera-
tion of platforms and aggre-
gators. The government will
constitute a welfare board for
gig and platform workers

Delhi government forms 10-member
committee to draft revised EV policy

New Delhi

The Delhi government has
formed a 10-member com-
mittee comprising officials
and experts to draft a re-
vised electric vehicle (EV)
policy, officials said on Fri-
day.

A 12-point ‘agenda has
been set for the commit-
tee, which includes transi-
tioning all CNG vehicles to
electric, charging facilities
under flyovers, managing
battery waste, last-mile con-
nectivity, subsidy disburse-
ment and other aspects of
the revised policy.

"For proper CNG to EV
transition, the committee
shall ensure that a sdientif-
ic studyis done to assess the
number of CNG cars cur-
rently in use in Delhiand to
outline afeasible plan for re-
‘placing them with EVs with-
in ayear, starting from April
1,2026,"a government doc-
ument said.

According to the docu-
ment, the expert committee
shall, after detailed exami-
nation, recommend meas-

ures on how to set up EV
charging stations under fly-
overs and year-wise specif-
ic targets for setting up pri-
vate and semi-public EV
charging stations.

"Considering the anfici-
pated large numbers of EV
adoption by the general
public, a perspective plan,
including clarity on the al-
location of land, needs to be
putin place to address the
needs of the NCT of Delhi,
and the same needs to be in-
corporated in the revised
policy,” it added.

The committee has ex-
perts like K Ramachandra
Rao, professor, Department
of Civil Engineering and

Ghaziabad Authority cracks down on
illegal buildings on Matiyala Road

Shiv Kumar
Ghaziabad
In a decisive move against
unauthorized constroe-
tions, the Ghaziabad De-
velopment  Authority
(GDA) en Friday under-
tooka large-scale demoli-
tion operation at an illegal
colony being developed on
Matiyala Road, Village
Sadarpur. This action was
carried out under the di-
rect instructions of the
Vice Chairman of GDA,
aimed at curbing the ram-
pant issue of illegal
colonies and unauthorized
building activities in the
region.

The demolition drive
was led by Mr. Abid, In-
Charge Enforcement Zone-
3, along with Mt. Ateeq,
sons of Shamsuddin, and
Mr. Inderpal, son of Shri
Hari Singh. The team tar-
geted approximately 21.00
bighas ofland, located di-
rectly opposite Janhit In-
stitute, which had been il-
legally encroached upon
and developed with unau-
thorized boundary walls,

and

roads, electric poles,
other infrastructure.

The operation faced stiff
resistance from local de-
velopers and builders in-

volved in the illegal
colony’s development.
They protested vehement-
ly against the demolition.
However, the GDA police
force was quick to control
the situation and ensured

the demolition work con-
tinued without interrup-
tion.

The GDA officials, along
with the police force, ap-
pealed to residents and
the general public present
at the site to refrain from
purchasing or selling plots
in  this unauthorized
colony, stressing that such
transactions are illegal and.

could lead to serious con-
sequences.

Supporting the enforce-
ment team were senior
technical officials, includ-
ing the Executive Engi-
neer, Assistant Engineers,
Junior Engineers, and var-
ious supervisors and fore-
men, who oversaw the
technical aspects of the
demolition. Local police
also maintained law and
order throughout the op-
eration.

This demolition drive is
part of the ongoing efforts
by the Ghaziabad Devel-
opment Authority to crack
down on illegal construc-
tions and unauthorized
colonies across the city to
ensure planned urban de-
velppment and protect cit-
izens from fraudulent
property deals.

The GDA has reiterated
its commitment to take
strict action against illegal
land encroachments and
warned the public to stay
vigilant and avoid any
dealings in unauthorized
colonies.

Head of Transportation Re-
search and Injury Preven-
tion Centre (TRIPC), IIT
Delhi; Sudhendu Jyoti Sin-
ha, adwvisor, NITI Aayog,
and managing director of
DTC; top officers of the
transport  depattment:
members of power distri-
bution companies; and oth-
ers.

In a cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on April 16,
theextension of the existing
EV policy was approved for
three months.

The EV palicy has been
extended multiple tines un-
der both the previous AAP
regime and the current gov-
ernment Jed by the BIP.

"The committee shall in
detail examine the delays
caused in subsidy disburse-
ment in the current policy,
and it shall also objectively
determine the number of
women beneficiaries and
the quantum of subsidy to
be given to them." the gov-
ernment document said.

Launched in August

2020 as one of the key ini-
tatives of the previous AAP
government, the policy is
aimed at tackling vehicular
pollution and pushing the
adoption of electric vehi-
dlesto 25 per cent by 2024,
Althpugh its initial three-
year term ended in August
2023, the government de-
cided to extend it.

To provide last-mile con-
nectivity in congested unau-
thorised areas, the com-
mittee has been directed to
look into ways in which
mini-cabs and e-rickshaws
can be deployed for public
convenience.

“The committee shall sug-
gest routes for which per-
mits can be given and the
maximum number of e-auto
tickshaws and maxi cabs to
plv on roads along with the
location of public charging
infrastructure in these ar-
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zmd will frame schemes for
their welfare," he said.

He also assured the plat-
forms and aggregators that
they will not face harass-
ment from inspectors or any
otherofficers in any manner.

The Delhi governiment has
allocated Rs 10 crore in its
FY26 budget tosupport these
initiatives, he informed the
gathering.

The gig economyis among
the fastest-growing sectors in
India, currently employing
approximately one crore peo-
ple nationwide.

According to NTTI Aayog
estimates, this figure is pro-
jected torise significantly to
2.4 crore by 2029-30, the
statement said.

InDelhi alone, around five
lakh gig and platform work-
ers contribufe to this vital
economic sector, underscor-
ing its importance tothe re-
gion's growth, it added.
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MY CLIENTS SH. BHOLANATH
SHARMA 5/0_LATE SH. RAIA
RAM SHARMAAND HIS WIFE
SMT.PROMILA SHARIVIA BOTH
R/Q FLAT NO 356, THIRD FLOOR,
POCKET-D DILSHAD GARDEN
HAS SEVERED ALL THEIR RELA-
TIONS AND DEBARRED THEIR
SON AND DAUGHTERIN LAW
NAMELY SH. MAYANK SHARMA.
AND SMT. POOJA SHARMA
@POQJA JAIN FROM ALL MOVE-
ABLE AND IMMOVABLE PROPER-
TIES DUE TO HER MISCONDUCT
AND HOSTILE BEHAVIOR. MY
CLIENTS SHALL NOT BE RESPON-
SIBLE FOR THEIR ANY ACTS,
DEBTS AND DEEDS IN FUTURE.
DEEPTI DOGRA

ADVOCATE

Off. 108 1st Floor CU Block, Ag-
garwal Towers, Pitampura, New
Delhi-110034

€1-107,1st Floor, AGGARWAL
TOWER, UTTARI PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110034

m the Public at
large that my clients Sh. Prem
Nath Sharma /0 B.R Sharma &
Smt. Santosh W/o Sh Prem Nath
Sharma, bath Rfo G-200 Gali no-
8, Bhagat Singh Park, Siraspur,
North West Delhi, Defhi-110042
have disowned/debarred their
daughter Deeksha Sharma fram
their antire moveabie / immove:
able properties, as their daughter
Dazksha Sharma has bacome

eas,” the ¢ added.
The committee has to
submit fortnightly reports
on the progress made by
the committee to Transport
Minister Pankaj Singh.

'‘Mentally ill' man found
hanging from tree in

Delhi's Sarojini Nagar

New Delhi
A "mentally ill' man was
found hanging from a tree
near a taxi stand in the Saro-
jini Nagar area of southwest
Delhi, police said on Friday.

The deceased has been
identified as Ravindra Mehta
(46). a native of Uttarak-
hand, he said.

On Wednesday, police re-
ceived a call regarding a man
hanging from a tree at Tikona
Park NDMC taxi stand. Po~
lice reached the spot and
found Mehta hanging from a
tree with a rope.

Theareawas cordoned off
and the body was sent to
Safdarjung Hospital where
he was declared brought
dead, and sent for post-
mortem, police said.

"He was employed as an
Upper Division Clerk (UDC)
in the gram panchayat office
ofhis native village," police in
4 statement said. Prelimi-
nary inquiry revealed that
Mehta had been undergoing
treatment for mental health
issues and had travelled to
Delhi with his wife a day

| N

et

eatlier.

His wife informed palice
that he had been mentally
unwell for the past few days
and had come for medical

. 3 »
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even she is associated with bad
company and had tarmishing the
Image of her family in the society
with her acts & deeds. She has
mishehaved and comritted ex-
treme crueity with my dients. It
s further informed in the inter-
est of general public that they
shall not deal with aforesaid
daughter of my Clents. f anyone
deals with her, he/she will do at
his/her own risk. My dients,
therefore, shall riot be responisi-
ble forany act and deeds of their
daughter Deaksha Shama and
severed all relations with her.
MANAY SHAMRA

(ADVOCATE)

CH. ND. 40, Tehsil Building,
Office: W2-44, UGF, Street No.
16, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-
110054 Krishna Puri, Opp,
Vikaspuri Red Light, New Delhi-
110018

“Beit kown to all thatmy client
namely Smt. Meera Devi W/o Lt.
Sh. Shyam Varan Singh, R/o 124
A, D-Block, Qutub Vihar Phase-1,
Chiawls,Delhi-110071, have dis-
inherited, disowned & severed
all elations with her son and

Thefamily didnotsuspect
anyfoul play, and theirstate-
ments were recorded ac-
cordingly, police said.

Palice also reviewed near-
by CCTV footage and found
visuals of Mehta walking
alone near the spot with a
plastic bag around the ime of
the incident.

"At presert,nio foul play is
suspected. Prima facie, itap-
pearsto be a case of suicide,”
the statement read. Further
investigation is underway.

namely Anit Ku-
rarSingh oLt S Shyam
Varan Singh and Gudiya W/o
Anit Kimar Singh from inheriting
their moveable and immoveable
properties because the above
named are out of control of my
client. My clignt have severed all
relations with them. Anyane
dealing with them miay doso at
his/her own risks, costs, and con-
sequiences,

MOHIT VASHISTH

Advocate

Chamber N0.558,

Lawyers Chamber Complex Dis-
trict Courts Dwarka, Sector 10,
New Delhi-110075




OPINION

By Ajay Kumar

week is a long time
in polities — it'’s a
ommon  refrain,

which T have heard from
veteran political figures.
True to this proverbial
contextualization, even
before a week elapsed,
since the announcement
of ceasefire under ‘Op-
eration Sindoor’ against
Pakistan, divisive po-
litical bickering is back,
with full gusto. By the
evening of 11th May, it
was clear that a large
section of pro-BJP sup-
porters were unhappy
with the quick decima-
tion and capitulation of
Pakistan. The Pakistani
DGMO’s (Director Gen-
eral of Military Opera-
tions) call to the Indian
counterpart seeking
ceasefire, merely three
days after India started
pounding Pakistani mil-
itary & terror infra struc-
ture, should NOT have
been considered by the
nationalist Modi gov-
ernment — was the un-
derlying sentiment. The
hardcore Bharatiya Jan-
ta Party (BJP) support-
ers have long nurtured
a deep sense of human
& military hardware su-
periority, over Pakistan.
These veneered opinion
makers desired to teach
Pakistan a lesson of a
life time — Indian forc-
es overrunning Lahore,
Islamabad & Karachi -
some TV channels actu-
ally aired this falsehood
in their utter lack of wis-
dom. With GOI (Govern-
ment of India) acceding
to the white flag hoisted
by Pakistan on 10th May,
this voter base stood dis-
illusioned. After all, un-
der the able & decisive
leadership of PM Nar-
endra Modi, recapturing
Pakistan occupied Kash-
mir (POK) and dismem-
bering Baluchistan plus
North  Western Fron-
tier provinces (NWFP)
from Punjabi Pakistan
seemed, the most nat-
ural outcome, given
Indian armed forces
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Pakistan done & dusted - Back
to divisive polarization...

domineering  superiori-
ty. The feeling of having
missed the opportunity
of achieving, complete
annihilation of Pakistan,
reminded a large sec-
tion of BJP supporters
of the Indian victory in
1971 and the subsequent
toned-down Shimla Ac-
cord. Accentuating this
sense of loss was the

constant provocation
and smear campaign

by opposition parties,
which goaded this disen-
chanted BJP voter base
into believing that their
idol, the strong man —
the iron man, Mr. Modi
was no different from
previous Prime Minis-
ters. Little did this jingo-
istic, machoistic & men-
tally impaired vote base
realize that PM Modi
had  achieved much
more than former PM
Vajpayee, Indira Gandhi,
Lal Bahadur Shastri or
Pundit Nehru. During
Operation Sindoor, the
Indian projectiles, mis-
siles & air to surface
guided munitions had
destroyed Pakistani mil-
itary hardware and bas-
es like never before.

Yet, the ball of vote
bank politics had
rolled off.

To boost the morale
of its core support base,
the BJP decided to take
out massive proces-
sion under the banner
of ‘Tiranga Yatra'. All
BJP state leaders in-
cluding the chief min-
isters were to lead the
Tiranga Yatras. Laced
with Indian flags, shout-
ing nationalist slogans,
long marches by varied
BJP state leadership in
different cities helped
recover a lot of lost mo-
rale and sentiment. So
did the media bhtz of

aluv
stan under the astute
leadership of the larg-
er-than-life leader, PM
Modi. Not to be left be-
hind, the main opposi-
tion party, the Congress,
launched its own ‘Jai
Hind Yatra' celebrating
the achievements of the
armed forces, while rais-
ing question on Modi's

alleged capitulation to
the US President Trump.
From Gujarat to Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Congress
Pradesh committees
took out processions, as
usual shouting slogans
against the very political
leader — Narendra Modi
- who made ‘Operation
Sindoor’ a resounding
success. With less than
a year into the assembly
elections in West Bengal,
could Mamata Banerjee
and her Trinamool Con-
gress be left watching
haplessly. How could
TMC allow the BJP to
capitalize the national-
ist fervor in Bengal via
its people connect ini-
tiative - Tiranga Yatra.
The TMC, launched its
own missive of ‘nation-
alism’ 1 with

another dose of divisive
polarization — demand
fi

assembly elections
are be held in next four
to five months. Rahul
Gandhi sought to reach
the Ambedkar Hostel in
Darbhanga, where he
planned to interact with
students and demand
for the removal of 50%
ceiling from re
tions in government jobs
and educational institu-
tions. On being :lopped
by the local administ
tion due to unmanagea-
ble crowd, Mr. Gandhi,
choose to reach out to
the students on foot. His
three d ds — nation-

so called privileged up-
per castes or general cat-
egory youth — sha

back the evolv

century India by another
100 years. The bandwag-
on of Mandalite parties
seeking  proportionate
reservation based on
numerical strength of
castes - backwards or
scheduled caste/tribe -
shall have unfathomed
consequences.

In between the own-
ership race of the ‘na-
tionalist narrative’ and
the ‘caste calculus’ driv-
en agenda, remains the

undercurrent  palpable
wilhin the  Muslims
on account

al caste survey on the
Ime< of Telangana sub
ification model, re-

its very own ‘Patriotic
rallies’. Mamata Baner-
jee said, “our party will
organize rallies on Sat-
urday & Sunday [rom
3pm to 5pm. It is being
done to express solidar-
ity with our jawans and
offer condolences for the
brave soldiers who scar-
ified their lives for the
nation”. Lest we forget
that, it's the very same
TMC government which
till date has not taken
any action against the
wave of attacks on mi-
nority Hindus of Mushi-
dabad, by alleged Bang-
ladeshi illegal migrants.
No dose of nationalism
needed here — no tears

needed be shed.

In the midst of “na-
tionalism” encashment
yatras, the Congress
party led by Mr. Rahul
Gandhi, unleashed, yet

moval of 50% cap on res-
ervation imposed by the
Supreme Court & the

being, implemen-
tation of reservations in
private schools & col-
leges. All these (hree
are, a neat steal from the
playbook of JDU leader
Nitish Kumar and RJD
Leader Tejashwi Yadav's
election manifesto. The
caste cauldron is ulti-
mate disruption within
Indian society & polity,

nf Wagf  Amendment
act, which continues is
journey in the Supreme
Court and also, in the
minds of Islamic parties.
May I humbly remind us
all of the 8th May press
release of All India Mus-
lim Personal law Board
(AIMPLB). It slates,
“The Muslim Personal
Law Board will continue
its Save Waqf Campaign
as usual. Indoor pro-
grams, such as round-
table meetings with fel-
low citizens, interfaith
dlalogues sermons in

by Asaduddin Owasi
are waiting for the SC to
stay the amendment acl.
And if not stayed by the
SC - protests, demon-
strations, ri
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again set the country
on the path of religious
division for political
one-upmanship.

And oh yes! how can
we miss the unilater-
al, (hbmpuve w(\ve of
economic
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thrown up by lhe indom-
itable American Presi-
dent, Mr. Donald Trump.
The self-serving head

of state, who doesn't O ~ [ ~ =1 /

hesitate in taking a 747 9(1|6]2]|5|7]¢ 3|8
Jambo jet as a personal 2 | 2 A - e =

gift from a nation, host- 7/8|3]4|9]|6]2|5]1
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ture il’hone in America, 8|5 9 1 3|6 4
rather than India, as - -

earlier announced by 2|9(5]86 817
f}pp]e In- =

dian Commerce minister a) 7 5|9

is yet to undertake his 4/6]8]7 3
second trip to the US to 113|715 6 >

settle down riffled feath-
er on the Capitol hill.

In this fast-changing
landscape, a week really
seems like a long time
for the revolving door
of political expediency.
Just like trends chang-
ing on an hourly basis
on YouTube, Google &
X platforms, the issues
demanding political,
ideological and societal
attention, shift focus, on
a day (o day basis. In be-
tween shifting focus and
minimalistic  attention
span, it already [eels like,
Operation Sindoor was
effected, a long time ago.
It's a new day — 1 recall
the nuns announce to us,

so vel ly perused
by all political parties,
including the ruling,
BJP. It’s a pandoras box,
which once opened has
the potential of consum-
ing & subsuming Indian
innovation, enterprise
& entrepreneurship.
‘The demand for junk-
ing merit over deemed
social justice, specially
within the private sector
— the only refuse of the

of memorandums via
District Magistrates and
Collectors, and press
conferences, will con-
tinue as scheduled™. In
between a near war like
scenario, the AIMPLB
and varied other Muslim
representative organiza-
tions are on a mission of
their own. And mind you,
all opposition parties in-
cluding the AIMIM, led

at the b g school —
just that Indian politics
throws up a new existen-
tial crisi , every day — af-
ter all, it’s a ‘new d:

About the Author

(Ajay Kumar,
Commentator &
Journalist)

Operation Sindoor - India’s Tech
Power Takes the Frontline

auspicious symbol worn
by married Hindu wom-
en and the name hon-
ored the women whose
sindoor had been wiped
away by the terror attack.

Operation Sindoor was

a coordinated effort by
the Indian Army, Navy
and Air Force. It was
d d entirely from

By DIKSHA
fter the terror at-
tack on April 23 in
hal Kash-
mir, where terrorists

sent a clear and brutal
message to the widows
- “Tell Modi” - the entire
nation was enraged and
impatient to strike back
at Pakistan. Public pres-
sure mounted rapidly.
Despite Prime Minister
Modi’s hard-line image
and the prevailing belief
in “Modi hai toh mum-
kin hai” the government
chose a path of strategic
patience and wisdom
rather than impulsive re-
taliation.

The first diplomatic
response was the sus-
pension of the Indus
Water Treaty. Then, at
1:45 AM, Indian Forc-
es launched strikes on
nine terror camps - five
located in Pakistan-oceu-~
pied Jammu & Kashmir
%I’MK) and four inside
Pakistan’s Punjab prov-
ince, without physically
crossing the interna-
tional boundary. The
operation was named
Operation Sindoor. Sin-
door, or vermilion, is an

Indian territory using
high-precision weapons
such as Scalp guided
missiles, Hammer preci-
sion-guided bombs, and
loitering munitions. Ac-
cording to Government
sources, around 100
terrorists were eliminat-
ed and key terrorist in-
frastructure in hubs like
Muridke was destroyed.
The entire mission w;
executed in a precise,
calibrated and responsi-
ble manner, minimizing
damage to civilians and
avoiding  unnecessary
military escalation.

In response, Pakistan
launched drone and mis-
sile attacks on various
northern and western
Indian cities, including
Chandigarh and  Bhuj.
These were successfully
neutralized India’s
Integrated Counter-Un-
manned Aerial Systems
Grid and Air Defence
Systems.

The next morning, In-

dian Armed Forces car-
ried out counter-strike
operations, largeting air
defense radars at vari-
ous locations inside Pa-
kistan, including Lahore.
Strikes were also con-
ducted on military bases
in Noor Jahan, Kirana
Hills and other locations,
reportedly jamming Chi-
nese-made  equipment
- showcasing India’s su-
perior technological ca-
pabilities. These strikes
were executed with pin-
point accuracy, with all
three services operating
in perfect coordination
The $-400 defense s
tem purchased from
Russia, Heron and Ka-
mikaze drones from Isra-
el, as well as indigenous
platforms like the Akash
system - capable of neu-
tralizing individual or
swarm drone attacks
- demonstrated that “In-
dJa is in control of ils

ISRO also played a vi-
tal role in the success of
these missions, deploy-
ing satellites to maintain
24/7 surveillance across
India’s 7,000 km. coast-
line. This capability was
made possible by years
of preparation under the
visionary leadership of
the Prime Minister, who
has spent the last decade
pushing for indigenous
defense manufacturing

and self-reliance,

From supporting the
domestic manufacture
of drones and incentiv-
izing private sector in-
volvement, to investing
in homegrown systems
like Akash and procur-
ing advanced platforms
like Rafales, the Govern-
ment has steadily built a
multi-layered, modern
defense architecture,
This  conflict demon-
strated that India is ful-
ly equipped for new-age
warfare.

Even after repeated
provocations from the
Pakistani army - targel-
ing Indian cities in Jam-
mu & Kashmir, Rajast-
han, Punjab and even
Sirsa in Haryana near
Delhi - India respond-
ed with restraint and
responsibility. Heavy
artillery shelling in J&K
led to the deaths of sev-
eral civilians and a mil-
itary officer, but the
Indian Army remained
composed,  retaliating
with precision and care
to  minimize civilian
casualties.  This show-
cased India as a respon-
sible and balanced state
- capable of

- Lieutenant Colo-
nel Vyomika Singh,
a Hindu and Wing
Commander Colonel
Sofia Qureshi, a Mus-
lim - stood as a testament
to India’s rich diversity
and rising women power
in the armed forces, fur-
ther justifying the sy
bolic naming of Opem-
tion Sindoor.

India has adopted a
new doctrine stating
that any act of terror will
henceforth be treated as
an ‘Act of War® and will
be met with an equivalent
response. In addition,
following its demonstra-
tion of superior military
and technological capa-
bilities during this dis-
pute, India is poised to
emerge as 4 prominent
defense exporter in the
near future. The most
striking feature was the
national unity witnessed
from Kashmir to Kan-
yakumari, with leaders
such as Owaisi, Omar
Abdullah  and ~ Shashi
Tharoor rising above
vote-bank politics in the
interest of the Nation
and emerging as national
heroes. The unity was so
pmfound that even the
leaders tk were

strongly while uphnldmg
humanitarian values.

A viral image of two
young women officers

pleasantly rised.
The armed forces, hdnng
learned from past mis-
takes, ensured that every
strike carried out was

backed by solid proof.

Our Prime Minister
has made it clear that
despite the ceasefire, Op-
eration Sindoor remains
ongoing and Indian
Armed Forces remain on
high alert mode to coun-
ter any future threats,
keeping in mind the his-
tory of our mneighbour
country.

On the internation-
al stage, India received
full support from its
all-weather allies - TIs-
rael, Russia and France.
Meanwhile,  countries
like China, Turkey and
Azerbaijan backed Paki-
stan and nations such as
the UAE, Saudi Arabia
and the United States
adopted a more neutral,
equidistant stance. In-
dia should reconsider
its relations with Turkey
and Azerbaijan. India
was among the first to
respond when an earth-
quake struck Turke
while we worked lireless-
ly to save their children,
they supported those
who destroyed ours by
supplying military equip-
ment to Pakistan. While
relations with China can-
not be overlooked, we
must learn to peacefully
coexist, yet remain fully
prepared for a two-front
war involving both China
and Pakistan.

THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

When you keep walking
you would reach to the
place you didn’t intend to
reach but always wanted
to reach, when you keep
working you achieve
things that you didn’t in-
tend to achieve but always
wanted to achieve, when
you keep making you
would make such things
that you didn't intend to
make but always wanted
to make. When you are
not sure what you are
doing, keep doing unless
vou are sure, When you
are not sure what you are
thinking, keep thinking
unless you are sure, When
you are not sure what you
are wishing, keep wishing
unless you are sure. The
only way to find if you re-
ally wanted to do it or not
is to keep doing. The only
way to know if you really
wanted to move or not is
to keep moving. The only
way to know if you really
wanted to search it or not
isto keep searching. Clar-
ity lives in action and un-
clarity is in inaction. T am
sure you have found your
own way of living but as
long as you live and so
long as you live, you
will have to keep it
changing. Change
is not roadblock
of life, it is a
milestone  of
life. Change is
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fuel to fill your life’s tank
unless you find next gas
pump. Not all changes
will be on your side if you
already have decided your
side. Not all journey will
be memorable if you al-
ready have a fixed intent
to live it. Not all destina-
tions will give you a sense
of accomplishment if you
already have destined
your destinations. Follow
your jingle bell and find
vour Santa. Smile more
often broader than you
usually do, not because
vou have a reason to do so
but because you have no
reason not to do so. Don’t
absolutely do what oth-|
ers ask your do. Do listen
to your heart but first let
vour heart speak and to
let your heart speak, shut
vour mind up. You don’t
have to spend timing
changing your life rules,|
life will figure out that for
you. You just have to keep
making rules and time
will keep testing what
work what fail.

Moral: Life is so nat-|
ural that even if you
plan it, this will be
naturally planned.
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Three killed 31 injured as canter truck
collides with another truck in Bulandshahr

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshahr
n a heart-wrenching
road tragedy early Fri-
day morning, three
people lost their lives
while more than 31 others
sustained injuries when a
DCM (light commercial ve-
hicle) carrving migrant work-
ers callided head-on witha
high-speed truck on the Bu-
landshahr—Arupshahr road
near Jahangirabad in Bu-
landshabr district of Uttar
Pradesh.

The horrific accident oc-
curred around 6:30 AM near
the 11 Mile outpost under Ja-
hangirabad police station
limits. Accarding to initial re-
ports from Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Tejveer Singh.
the DCM was en route from
Morha vx]lage in Punjab to

~Hardoi, car-

allegedly dozéd off at the
wheel, losing control of the
e el:ude and crashing intoan

rvmg 36 passengers—pri-
marily migrant laborers re-
turning home after working
at brick kilns,

Authorities stated that the
collision was caused when
the driver of the canter truck

Labour laws must
be pro-industry
and pro-labour

says UP CM
Lucknow
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on Friday
said that lubpurers and
industrialists are com-
plimentary forces and not
rivals, according to a
statement.

During a review meet-
ing of the Labour and
Employment Depart-
ment, the chief minister
said, "Balanced labour
laws, which are both pro-
industry and pro-labour,
are essential for the
state's industrial growth."

Adityanath directed of-
ficials to simplify labour
laws to ease industrial
operations while simul-
taneously safeguarding
workers from exploita-
tion and unfair treat-
ment. Toachieve the gov-
ernment’s goal of "Har
haath ko kaam" (work
for every hand), he
stressed the imperative
of strengthening indus-
tries, highlighting that
industrial expansion, not
closure, is the key to cre-
ating mare employment
opportunities:

He stressed on the im-
portance of ensuring fair
wagesand insurance cov-
erage for workers, pro-
viding protection for
them and their families in
case of accidents. He af-
firmed the state govern-
ment's commitment to
protecting workers' rights
while actively promoting
Uttar Pradesh as a lead-
ing worker-friendly and
industry-supportive state.

Addressing the issue of
child labour, the chief
minister ealled for their
rehabilitation not just
through basic livelihood
support, but by integrat-
ing them with schemes
like the Mukhyamantri
Bal Seva Yojana and oth-
er sponsored pro-
grammes, He described
this as a social responsi-
bility vital for securing
the future of the next
generation.

Furthermore,
Adityanath directed the
transformation of
‘Labour Addas' into mod-
el centres, equipped with
dormitories,  toilets,
drinking water, canteens
offering meals for a nom-
inal Rs 5-10, and training

He also instructed offi-
cials to conduct skill
mapping for unorganised
sector workers and im-
plement a system to en-
sure they receive mini-
mum wages, aiming to
transition the unorgan-
ized workforce into an
organised labour force.

truck Theimpact
was so severe that both ve-
hicles were left mangled be-
yond recognition. The DCM
bore the maximum brunt of
the crash, leaving many pas-
sengers trapped inside the
twisted metal. The sound of

the collision and the eries of
the injured drew dozens of
local residents to the scene,
who, along with the police
and emergency responders,
helped in pulling out thein-
jured.

Distriet Magistrate Shru-
ti Sharma and Senior Su-
perintendent of Police Di-
nesh Kumar Singh prompt-

o
ly arrived at the accident
ite and later visited the Bu-
landshalr district hospital to
monitor the medical re-
sponse and check on the
condition of the injured.
Fourteen individuals eriti-
cally wounded in the erash
were referred to higher med-
ival centers in Meerut for
advanced treatment, while

Jairam Thakur calls for complete boycott
of Turkey over support to Pakistan

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi

Former Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Jairam
Thakur has called for a
complete  boveott of
Turkey, urging the Indian
government to cancel all
trade agreements with the
country in response to its
alleged support to Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor.
Addressing a press con-
ference at Raj Mahal Hotel
on Friday, Thakur said that
a ban on the impaort of
‘Turkish apples and dis-
couraging Indian tourists
from visiting Turkey would
constitute a significant
diplomatic counter-strike.

Thakur strongly criti-
cized Turkey for allegedly
supplying drones and pro-
viding technical assistance
to Pakistan during the re-
cent conflict. He said the
Indian Army had success-
fully targeted terrorist
camps, airbases, and mili-
tary installations in Pak-
istan after the Pahalgam
terrorist attack, which

prompted  retaliatory
strikes from Pakistan using
missiles and drones. How-
ever, the Indian Air De-
fense System neutralized
these threats. In the midst
of this, Thakur claimed,
Turkey sided with Pak-
istan, prompting nation-
wide calls for a boycott of
Turkish goods and servie-
es.

Highlighting a recent de-
velppment, he noted that
the Indian government has
already taken concrete ac-
tion by revoking the secu-
rity clearance of Turkish
company Celebi Airport
Services, which operated at
eight major airports across
the country. “This move is
in national interest and
will strike a blow to
Turkey’s tourism and busi-
ness interests,” Thakur
said.

The senior BJP leader
recalled India’s humani-
tarian assistance to Turkey
during its earthquake cri-
sis, contrasting it with
Turkey's current stance,

which he termed “intoler-
able.” He emphasized that
such actions have hurt In-
dian sentiments and that
the people of Himachal
Pradesh, in particular, are
demanding an immediate
halt to apple imports from
Turkey. Thakur also urged
Indian fil k to stop

four o!hﬂs were admitted to
the district hos-
pital. The remaining injured
passengers were also pro-
vided emergency medical
care.

Among the deceased were
25-year-old Ravi, 60-year-
old Shivdai. and 32-year-
old Sunil, one of whom was
a woman. All three report-
edly died on the spot due to
the severity of the injuries.
Theirbodies have been sent
for post-mortem examina-
tion. Police confirmed that
the driver of the DCM was
also killed in the accident,
while the truck driver fled the

ment and private hospitals
were dispatched immedi-
ately to transport the victims,
Local villagers also played a
key role in the resene ef-
forts, providing crucial as-
sistance before the arrival
of official rescue teams.
This latest accident has
once again drawn attention
to the seripus issue of road
safety on rural and state
highways, particularly those
plagued by poor infrastruc-
ture, lax traffic monitoring,
and frequent overloading of
commercial vehicles. With
three lives lost and many
others still battling for sur-

seene, aband the vehi-
cle. Both the truck and the
DCM have been seized as
part of the ongping investi-
gation, and efforts are cur-
rently underway to trace and
apprehend the absconding
driver,

Circle Officer of Anup-
shahr, Ramkaran Singh, su-
pervised the rescue and relief
operations along with local
police teams. Several am-
‘bulances from both govern-

vival, tk identhas cast a
pall of gloom over the mi-
grant workers’ native vil-
lage, where families anx-
iously await updates.

As the injured continue
to receive medical care and
the investigation proceeds,
the tragedy serves asa stark
reminder of the urgent need
for stricter regulation and
enforcement on high-risk
youtes used by commercial
transport vehieles.

Haryana Govt
Promotes Natural
Farming on Agri Land

Praveen Atire
New Delhi/ Chandigarh

The Haryana government
on Friday said it will use
agricultural land owned by
the Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Department for
promoting natural farming
across the state.

"This initiative aligns with
the government's broader
vision of encouraging eco-
friendly, low-cost, and
chemical-free farming prac-

ces that not only improve
soil health but also enhance
farmer incomes.

As a pilot project. this
scheme will be launched in
village Jatheri, located in the
Pundri constituency of
Kaithal district, where over
53 acres of land belonging to
the Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Department will be
brought under natural
farniing.

This land, which histori-
cally been leased out to ten-
ants and lessees, will now
only be utilised for natural
farming, said an official
statement here.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini has approved
the decision.

The statement quoting
the chief minister further
said that the state govern-
ment is committed to em-
powering farniers and en-
suring long-term agricul-
tural prosperity by promot-
ing practices that are envi-
ronmentaily sound and eco-
nomically viable.

Under this initiative, ex-
isting tenants or lessees will
be eligible to participate
and become beneficiaries
of the scheme. They will
also be encouraged and sup-
ported to transition to nat-
ural farming methods, with
the government providing
necessary guidance, train-
ing, and support mecha-

Upon success of pilot
project, the scheme will be
gradually scaled up and im-
plemented across the entire
state, making Haryana a
frontrunner in sustainable
agricultural practices in In-
dia, it said.

'Nasha Mukti Yatra' to be taken out across
Punjab from today Arvind Kejriwal

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Aam Aadmi Party national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal
on Friday said a "Nasha
Mukti Yatra" will be taken
out across Punjab. terming
it a people's revolution to
free the state from the men-

choosing Turkey as a
shooting destination, and
suggested that Indian
tourists should explore do-
‘mestic alternatives like Hi-
machal Pradesh instead.
“Tourism is a major source
of income for Turkey. If In-
dian tourists stop going
there and instead choose to
travel within the country, it
will benefit our own econ-
omy and send a strong
‘message internationally,”
he said.

Calling for unity, Thakur
concluded by stating that
this is the time for every
Indian to stand against na-
tions that support terror-
ism and take measures that
prioritize national inter-
est.

ace of drugs.

Addressing an event at
Langroya village in Pun-
jab's Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Nagar district as part of the
ongoing "Yudh Nashian
Virudh" campaign, the AAP
leader said the war against
drugs has turned into a peo-
ple's movernent against the
scourge.

""The entire state is united
against drug abuse. The
Nasha Mukti Yatra is start-
ing from SBS Nagar today,”
the former Delhi chief min-
ister said,

"Over the next one-and-a-
half months, we will gotoall
the 13,000 villages (in the
state) and speak to the peo-
ple. In the cities, we will go
to every ward," said Kejri-

Bulandshahr police recover 200 lost
mobile phones worth over X30 Lakh

Buland.s]mhr

In a remarkable achieve-
ment, the Bulandshahr dis-
trict police have successful-
Iy recovered 200 stolen and
lost mobile phones withina
span of just one week. The
recovered devices, valued at
over T30 lakh, were formal-
Ty returned to their rightful
owners in a well-organized
ceremony held at the Police
Lines Auditorium on Fri-
day.

Theoperation was spear-
headed by the distri
veillance team; working tire-
lessly to trace and retrieve
the lost and stolen phones.
Multiple police teams from
different stations joined
forces with the surveillance
unit, resulting in'this signif-
icant recovery drive. The
successful return of the
phones has been widely ap-
preciated by the local com-
mu.mty, with many express-
ing immense gratitude to-
wards the police force for
their dedication and effi-
ciency.

During the event, Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Dinesh Kumar Singh
personally handed over the
mobile phones to their own-
ers. The recipients, visibly
ovetjoyed and overwhelmed
with happiness, thanked the
police for their prompt ac-
tion and efforts in recovering
their valuable possessions.

highlighted the importance

ofthe noting that

1y over
the course of the week
totrackand recover
these phones, ensuring
they were returned to
their rightful owners,”
said SSP Singh. He also
announced a reward for
the police team involved
in the operation, recog-
nizing their hard work
and dedication.
"The ceremony was conduct-
ed with respect and care,
reflecting the police depart-
ment’s commitment to serv-
ing the community.
Speaking on the occasion,
SSP Dinesh Kumar Singh

mobile phones have become
an expensive and essential
part of everyday life. Losing
a phone can cause a signifi-
cant financial loss and in-
convenience to the owner.
He explained that the police
launched this special recov-
ery drive after receiving nu-
merous complaints about
missing phones in the dis-
trict.

“The surveillance team
warked diligently over the
course of the week to track
and recover these phones,
ensuring they were return
to their rightful owners,
said SSP Singh. He also an-
nounced a reward for the po-
lice team involved in the op-
eration, recognizing their

hard work and dedication.

SSPSingh furtherassured
the public that this cam-
paign to recover last and
stolen mobile phones will
continue in the future. He
urged citizens to promptly
report any cases of lost or
stolen devices to the police,
reaffirming the department’s
commitment to protecting
the community’s mu.l‘(sts
and property. The ini
has boosted the publie's con-
fidence in the local police
force and demonstrated their
resolve to address the con-
cerns of the residents effec-
tively. This pperation stands
as 4 testament to the power
of coordinated police efforts
and the positive impact of
community-oriented polic-
ing in Bulandshahr.

wal, flanked by Panjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann.
A decisive battle is going
onagainst the drug menace
in Puniab, making village af-
ter village drug-free, the
AAp leader added.
"Everyone must take a
pledge that they will not
use driigs or allow their sale
in the villages. The police
and the administration are
there to support the people
in this moverment against
drug abuse," Kejriwal said,

He also urged the vil-
lagers not to help people
arrested in drug cases se-
cure bail.

"The AAP government is
taking steps to rein in the
drugs menace, making the
biggest recovery so far this
year in Tarn Taran district
where 85 kg of heroin was
seized. More than 10,000
smugglers were arrested in
the last two-and-a-half
months, including 8.500
big ones," Kejriwal claimed.

“At the time of polls, we
promised to make Punjab
drug-free and we are doing
our job. If needed, we are
ready to sacrifice our lives,"
he added

Kejriwal also said that
all efforts will be made to
help those falling prey to
drug addiction, adding that
the rehabilitation centres
across the state have been
Lc[v.upped with modern fa-
cili

Ovtr the next year, gyni-
nasiums and grounds will
be established in the vil-
lages so that the youth can
channelise their energvin a
positive manner, Kejriwal
said.

Kejriwal also claimed
that in the past three years,
the AAP government has
given government jobs to
55,000 youth purely on
merit basis.

"Now, planning is being
done ana big scale so that
the unemployed youth in
every village get jobs," he
said.

Manya Sharma Aspires to Serve the

Nation by Becoming an Engineer
M Scores 94% in CBSE Class 10 Exams; Brings
Pride to Shastnpuram Commumty

Aakash Jain
A

Ina bear\‘ening example of
determination and aca-
demic excellence, Manya
Sharma, a resident of
Bansuri Vilas Colony in
Shastripuram, has
achieved an impressive
94% in the CBSE Class 10
examinations. A student
of Delhi Public School
(DPS), Agra, Manya’s re-
markable performance has
not only made her parents
proud but has also become
a source of joy and inspi-
ration for the entire local-
ity.

Celebrations erupted in
Bansuri Vilas Colony as
neighbors and well-wishers
gathered to congratulate
the young achiever. Sweets
were distributed and con-
gratulatory messages
poured in fromall corners
of the community, with
many residents lauding
Many; role model for
the city's youth.

Manya’s father, Vishal
Sharma, and mother, Renu
Sharma, were visibly elat-
ed. Speaking with emo-
tion, Renu Sharma said,
“My daughter worked very
hard throughout the year.
We always had complete
faith in her dedication and
discipline. Today, the re-
sults haye proven that hard

work and consistency tru-
ly pay off. Her success is
not just ours but belongs to
the entire community.”
An ambitious and fo-
cused student, Manya has
already set her sights on
the future. With a clear
goal in mind, she aspires to
become an engineer — not
just tobuild a career, but to
serve the nation through
her skills and knowledge.
“I'm thankful to my par-
ents, my teachers, and
everyone who supported
me. This result is the out-
come of regular study,
proper guidance, and stay-
ing away from distractions.
I'wantto pursue engineer-
ing and contribute to In-

dia’s development,” said
Manya with a confident
smile,

Manya’s achievement
has brought a positive
wave of enthusiasm among
students in the locality,
many of whom now look
up to her as an inspiration.
Her story serves as a pow-
erful reminder of the im-
pact of perseverance,
parental support, and aca-
demic discipline.

As Manya prepares to
embark on the next phase
of her educational jour-
ney, the community of
Shastripuram stands firm-
ly behind her, cheering for
her future and the heights
she is destined to reach.




India A squad
for England
tour announced;
Karun, Ishan,
Shardul among
notable names

Mumbai:

The India A squad for
the tour to England was
announced on Friday,
with  several notable
players part of the squad,
including Karun Nair,
who got the reward for
an extraordinary season
of domestic cricket.

As a part of the tour,
India A will play two
first-class matches
against the England Li-
ons at Canterbury and
Northampton on May
30 and June 6, before
concluding their out-
ing with an intra-squad
match against Team In-
dia on June 13 at Beck-
enham.

The team will be led
by Abhimanyu Eas-
waran, who has been a
domestic cricket stal-
wart for Bengal, with
101 first-class games,
7,674 runs at an aver-
age of 48.87, 27 centu-
ries and 29 fifties be-
hind him. He did have
a disappointing tour
to Australia last year,
where he ended up with
just 36 runs in four in-
nings.

Batters Shubman Gill
and Sai Sudharsan will
join the squad ahead of
the second match. Cur-
rently, they are serving
as the backbone of Gu-
jarat Titans (GT) bat-
ting line-up, with 508
runs in 11 matches (five
half-centuries) and
509 runs in 11 match-
es (with five fifties) re-

spectively.
The dream domes-
tic scason 2024-25

for Vidarbha star Nair
concluded with  the
863-run  season in
Ranji, with an average
of 53.93, four centu-
ries and two fifties in
16 innings across nine
matches. His best score
of 135 came in the final,
and his team emerged
victorious.

A massive highlight
of his season was the
Vijay Hazare Trophy
one-day  tournament,
where he top-scored
with 779 runs in nine
matches and eight in-
nings at a stunning av-
erage of 389.50 and a
strike rate of 124.04,
with five centuries and
a fifty and best score of
163*. He played a mas-
sive role in his team's
run to the finals, where
they lost to his former
team, Karnataka.

In the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy T20 com-
petition, Nair made
255 runs in six innings,
averaging 42.50 at a
strike rate of 177.08,
with three half-centu-
ries and the best score
of 77. His team was
knocked out in the
quarterfinals.
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IPL resumes with the RCB vs KKR
face-off; Virat Kohli’s outing in focus

Bengaluru:

rought to a halt
Bbv the recent In-

dia-Pakistan  bor-
der tensions, the IPL
will resume on Saturday
with Royal Challengers
Bengalurn  taking on
Kolkata Knight Riders
in a high-stakes contest
where the spotlight will
firmly be on Virat Kohli
following his recent Test
retirement.

Advertisement

The unexpected 10-
day break has left both
the RCB and the KKR
with different goals to
achieve and common
challenges to hurdle
over.

The RCB are sccond
on the table with 16
points from 11 matches,
and a win here can pro-
pel them to the playoffs.

KKR are sixth on the
table with 11 points
from 12 games, and a
slip-up will evaporate
the defending champi-
ons” hopes of making the
knockouts.

They are also faced
with the challenging task
of hitting the pre-break
intensity straightaway at
the Chinnaswamy stadi-
um.

The hosts are coming
off a four-match win-
ning streak while the

tourists have managed
to stitch two victories
in three matches before
the league came to a
grinding halt. Questions
remain on whether they
can regain that competi-
tive edge after a passage
of uncertainty.

But RCB arc bet-
ter-placed to surmount
these difficultics, and
the sight of skipper Ra-
jat Patidar batting rath-
er fluently at nets might
have soothed a lot of
nerves.

Patidar had injured his
finger during the home
match against Chennai

Super Kings, forcing
him to wear a splint.
e hosts also have
most of their foreign
recruits back in the hut
after returning home in
the wake of the Indo-Pak
military face-off.

The likes of Phil Salt,
Lungi Ngidi, Tim David,

Romario Shepherd are
available for this match
and beyond.

The jarring notes will
be the injury-enforced
absence of Devdutt
Padikkal and pacer Josh
Hazlewood.

RCB will also hope

I would not have let Rohit Sharma

miss Sydney Test:

. New Delhi:

Had he been the India
coach on the previous
tour of Australia, Ravi
Shastri would not have
allowed captain Rohit
Sharma to drop himself
from the Sydney Test de-
spite loss of form.

Rohit had missed the
first Test for person-
al reasons and did not
feature in the last game
of the series, taking a
‘selfless decision” as he
could manage only 31
runs in the five innings
he played on that 2024-
25 tour.

India had lost the
Test series 1-3. Shastri
said he spoke to Rohit
during one of the IPL
games this season and
let him know how he
would have handled
the situation in Aus-
tralia.

“1 saw Rohit a lot at
the toss. At the toss,
you dont get enough
time to speak. Though
1 did put my hand on
his shoulder in one of
the games. I think it
was in Mumbai and
told him, if I was coach
you would have nev-
er not played that last
Test match.

“You would have
played that last Test
match because the se-
ries wasn't over,” Shas-

Ravi Shastri

tri said on the latest sald Shastri.
edition of the ICC Re-  “If he had gone,
view. sensed the situation,
Rohit recently retired  sensed the condition
from the Test format, and smashed it for
having quit T20 format  even 35-40 at the top,
earlier. you never know. That
“And I'm not some- series would have
one who threw in the been level. But that’s
towel with the score- each one to his own.
line 2-1. If your mind-  “Other people have
setisyou feel you are... different styles. This
that's not the ﬁtage, would have been my
you leave a team,” said ~ style and 1 let him
the former India head  know it. It’s sitting in
coach. my heart for a long
Shastri  said he time. I had to get it
would've pushed for out. And I told him
Rohit’s inclusion in that”
Sydney. Both Rohit and Vi-
‘lhat was a 30-40 rat Kohli have quit
run game. And that's the traditional format
exactlywhat Itoldhim. ahead of India’s tour
The pitch was so spicy of England, marking
in Sydney. Whatever the beginning of the
kind of form he was in, new World Test Cham-
he’s a match-winner,” pionship cycle.

that Mayank Agarwal,

who has replaced Pddlk—
kal in the line- -up, Wi
rise to the occasion.

Hazlewood has a
shoulder injury and the
franchise has not yet giv-
en clarity on his availa-
bility.

The Kohli factor

However, the loudest
cheers will be reserved
for Kohli, who an-
nounced his retirement
from Test cricket earlier
this week.

If social media calls
are anything to go by,
the faithfuls are plan-
ning to don the white

—_—
RCB are second on
table with 16 points
from 11 matches and
KKR are sixth with 11

oints from 12 games
jersey to honour a batter
who lorded over the tra-
ditional format.

However, Kohli does
not require such exter-
nal motivation to stoke
his inner fire and, rest
assured, the 36-year-old
will be eager to churn out
some impactful knocks,
perhaps a silent riposte
after rather abruptly
ending his Test carcer.

The Knight Riders,
riddled with their own
issues, might just be
the opponents that
Kohli needs to vent a
few strands of frustra-
tion, if indeed there are
any.

Womcs for KKR

Batting has been
KKR’s Achilles Heel
this season as apart
from captain Ajinkya
Rahane and young An-
gkrish Raghuvanshi,
none of their batters
have managed to con-
tribute consistently.

They would like a few
more runs from the
bats of Venkatesh Iyer,
Andre Russell and Rin-
ku Singh.

Blow for DC as Mitchell Starc
decides against returning
for remainder of IPL

Vufiero

New Delhi:
Australian speedster
Mitchell Starc has re-
portedly decided against
returning to India for
the remainder of the
IPL, dealing a blow to
his team Delhi Capitals’
prospeets  of reaching
the playoffs.

According to the
‘Australian Associated
Press’, Starc has told
the franchise that he
wouldn’t be rejoining
the team a week after
being part of the match
in Dharamsala that was
called off due to secu-
rity reasons following
air raid alerts in nearby
areas.

The league was sus-
pended next day due
to a military show-
down between India
and Pakistan, only for
the BCCI to announce
a resumption of the
event from May 17 af-
ter getting necessary
clearances from the
government following a

ceasefire.
An integral part of
the Delhi Capitals set-
up, Stare is the team’s
highest wicket-taker so
far this season with 14
scalps in 11 matches at
26.14, and his absence
will be definitely felt in
their upcoming match-
es as they seek to enter
the playoffs.
Stare’s wife and Aus-
tralia women’s team
captain Alyssa Healy
recently shared a grip-
ping account of the
night of “complete
madness” when the IPL
match between Punjab
Kings and Delhi Capi-
tals was called off mid-
way in Dharamsala.
“Couple of the light
towers went out and we
were just there waiting.
1 heard a rumour a cou-
ple of seats down that
we might have to evac-
uate the stadium cause
the lights gone down,”
Healy said on the ‘Wil-
lowTalk’ podcast.

UP Guv directs safety & facility enhancements
at Maj Dhyan Chand Sports University

By S Raju
Meerut:

In a significant step
toward improving stu-
dent welfare and insti-
tutional  development,
Governor  Anandiben
Patel chaired the in-
augural meeting of the
Board of Governors
of Maj Dhyan Chand
Sports  University at
Raj Bhawan, Lucknow.
During the meeting,
she issued a series of
key directives focused
on strengthening safe-
ty, hygiene, and aca-
demic excellence at the
university.

Emphasizing the
importance of student
security, the Governor
instructed the instal-
lation of iron grills on

windows in hostels
and other university
buildings. She also

highlighted the need
for maintaining strict
hygiene standards in
campus kitchens and
ensuring the availabil-
ity of clean drinking
water throughout the
premises.  Acknowl-
edging the specific
needs of athletes, she
directed the estab-
lishment of dedicated
laundry areas and in-
stallation of washing
machines in hostel fa-
cilities.

Shubman Gill’s competitiveness stands out:
Gavaskar on India’s likely Test captain

New Delhi:
The great Sunil Gavaskar
feels the high-octane IPL

is the fpcrfcc't training
ground for future India
captains, providing the

ng
likes of Shubman Gill the
required leadership expe-
rience before graduating
to the highest level.

Advertisement

Gujarat Titans skip-
per Gill is expected to
captain India on the
Test tour of England fol-
lowing the retirement of
Rohit Sharma. Rishabh
Pant is likely to be his
deputy.

Virat Kohli's retire-
ment, which came just
days after Rohit’s deci-
sion, has left a massive
void in the Test team.
Gavaskar said it would
take at least a couple of
years for Gill and other
potential leaders like
Pant and Shreyas lyer to
become ﬁmef‘;ed prod-

ucts.
“It would take a cou-
ple of years (to groom
future leaders) to get
to the level of our su-
per captains (MS Dho-
ni, Rohit, Virat). All of
them brought a differ-
ent approach to captain-
" said Gavaskar in a
response to a query on
Star Sports Press Room.

there is a decision, he is
asking the umpire right
away. He is probably a
lot more involved.

“Though Pant is be-

ind the stumps, he is
also very involved. lyer
too has been superb. All
three have brought a lot
of positivity in the way
they have been captain-
ing.

Pant is currently cap-
taining LSG, while lyer
is leading the Punjab
ngsmthlsIPL

“When you see Gill,
Iyer and Pant, three
main prelenders to In-
dian captaincy you see
an amalgamation of
all three (Dhoni, Rohit,
Virat). Gill probably is
more competitive, when

“As a captain, nothing
gets you more experi-
ence than pressure of a
T20 game. It is the best
training ground for cap-
tainey,” added the for-
mer India captain.

On the same program,
former India batter
Suresh Raina under-
lined the importance
of winning the IPL as a
skipper before taking up
the captaincy of the na-
tional team.

“Young pla{ers think
differently these days.
Gill is searching for that
IPL trophy. If he goes
on to lead in Tests after
winning the IPL, he will
not only flourish but he
will also get a lot of re-
spect in the dressing
room.

“Rajat Patidar is also
captaining well. Though
he has not done a lot of
captaincy. he has the
calmness about him.

=
To bolster the uni-
versity's  healthcare
system, Governor
Patel ordered the ap-
pointment of special-
ized doctors at the
university  hospital,
aiming to prow e a
comprehensive medi-
cal support structure
for the students. She
further recommended
the exploration of new
academic courses tai-
lored for defence per-
sonnel and suggested
collaboration with de-
fence establishments
and training centres
to offer programs
focused on physical
training and sports-
based activities.

Vice Chancellor Maj

Gen Deep Ahlawat
presented a detailed
update on the ongo-
ing construction work
at the Salawa campus
in Meerut. He also
briefed the board on
the universily's aca-
demic roadmap, in-
cluding the proposed
formation of essential
bodies such as the Ex-
ecutive Council, Ac-
ademic and Activity
Council, and the Fi-
nance Committee.

The meeting was at-
tended by several key
officials, including
Dr. K P Singh, Vice
Chancellor of Mahat-
ma Jyotiba Phule Ro-
hilkhand  University;
Suhash L Y, Secre-

tary, Sports and Youth
Welfare; Sanjeev Sin-
gh, Specnal Secreta:
Finance; V K Sm?
District Magistrate ol’
Meerut; Amit Kumar,
Deputy Commissioner
and Registrar; Monika
Singh, Regional High-
er Education Officer;
and Atul Sinha, Re-
gional Sports Officer,
Meerut.

With these proactive
measures and stra-
tegic planning, Maj
Dhyan Chand Sports
University is poised
to enhance its infra-
structure and academ-
ic offerings, ensuring
a secure and support-
ive environment for
its studen

Rohit Sharma says it will be ‘special feeling’ to play
at Wankhede Stadium with stand in his name

New Delhi:
Senior India batter Ro-
hit Sharma said it will
be a “special feeling”
for him to play in India
jersey in the ODIs at
the Wankhede Stadium
where a stand was on
Friday named after him.

Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA)
named a stand each
at the Wankhede Sta-
dium after Rohit, for-
mer India skipper Ajit
Wadekar, g ex-BC-
ClL presxdent Sharad
Pawar.

“I had never dreamt
of what was going to
happen today. You
try to achieve a lot of
milestones, but some-
thing like this is re-
ally special, because
Wankhede is an iconic
stadium and so many
memories have been
made here,” said Ro-
hit, who announced his
retirement from Test
cricket on May 7.

“To have my name

here with the greats
of the game and the
world’s best political
leader, 1 cannot ex-
press the feeling. I am
super grateful.

“1 am still playing and
retired from two for-
mats. It will be surreal
to play when I play on
21st (for Mumbai Indi-
ans in 1PL) and have a
stand here, it will be
special when 1 repre-
sent the country here,”
added Rohit who has
also retired from T20
Internationals  after
leading India to the

orl Cup trophy last

year.

Shubman Gill's com-
petitiveness stands out:
Gavaskar on India’s
likely Test captain'

He also thanked his
family members for
the sacrifices they had
made for him through-
out his career.

“It's going to be even
more special, to have
my family here, par-
ents, brother, wife.

am grateful and
th:mkful for whatever
they have sacrificed
for me.
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Clash in
Indonesia's restive
Papua region kills
18 rebels 2 police
officers

Jayapura:
Indonesia's security
forces have clashed with
separatist rebels in the
restive Papua region,
leaving at least 18 insur-
gents and two police of-
ficers dead, officials and
the rebels said Friday.

The battle erupted
Wednesday when doz-
ens of rebels armed
with  military-grade
weapons and arrows
attacked troops prepar-
ing to offer health and
education services to
villages in Intan Jaya, a
hotbed of the insurgen-
ey, said Lt. Col. Iwan
Dwi Prihartono, a mil-
itary spokesperson.

e situation
changed when an
armed group  am-
bushed dozens of gov-
ernment soldiers,” Pri-
hartono said in a video
statement. “So at that
moment we carried out
a measured and pro-
fessional action opera-
tion.”

Security forces seized
one assault rifle, a
homemade rifle, sev-
eral arrows, rounds
of ammunition and
a “morning star” ﬂa%
— a separatist
— after the clash, Pri-
hartono said, addiug
there were no casu-
alties on the govern-
ment side.

Rebels in Papua have
been fighting a low-lev-
el insurgency since the
early 1960s, when In-
donesia annexed the

ion, a former Dutch
colony. Papua was in-
corporated into Indo-
nesia in 1969, after a
U.N--sponsored ballot
that was widely seen as
a sham.

BuUSINESS
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Israeli strikes kill at least 93 people in Gaza
as Trump wraps up his Middle East visit

Deir al-Balah:

t least 93 peo-
ple were killed
y lsraeli strikes

in Gaza on Friday as
US President Donald
Trump wrapped up his
regional trip.

Strikes overnight hit
acGaza, including the
outskirts of Deir al-Ba-
lah and the city of Khan
Younis. Gaza's health
ministry said hundreds
more were injured in
addition to those killed.

The widespread at-
tacks come as Trump
finishes his visit to Gulf
states but not Israel.
There had been wide-
spread hope that his re-
gional trip could usher
in a ceasefire deal or re-
newal of humanitarian
aid to Gaza. An Israeli
blockade of the terri-
tory is now in its third
month.

Speaking to reporters
at a business forum in
Abu Dhabi on the final
day of his trip, Trump
said he was looking
to resolve a range of
global crises, includ-

ing Gaza. We re look-
ing at Gaza,” he said.
“And we've got to get
that taken care of. A
lot of people are starv-
ing. A lot of people are
— there's a lot of bad

Israel said Friday it
was continuing its op-
erations against mili-
tants in Gaza and that
it struck 150 targets in
the past day, including
anti-tank missile posts
and military structures.

In northern Gaza,
eliminated several mil-
itants who were oper-
ating in an observation
compound, it said.

The strikes lasted
for hours into Friday
morning and sent peo-
ple fleeing from the
Jabaliya refugee camp
and the town of Beit
Lahiya. They followed
days of similar attacks
that killed more than
130 people, according
to Gaza's Health Min-

stry.

After the strikes, dark
smoke was seen rising
over Jabaliya as peo-
ple grabbed what they
could of their belong-
ings and fled on donkey
carts, by car and foot.

“The army entered
upon us, bombing, kill-
ing. ... We got out of the
house with difficulty,
killing and death, we
did not take anything,”
said Feisal Al-Attar,
who was displaced from

Beit Lahiya.

Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netan-
yahu vowed earlier in
the week to push ahead
with a promised escala-
tion of force in Israel's
war in the Gaza Strip
to pursue his aim of
destroying the Hamas
militant group, which
governs Gaza.

In comments released
by Netanyahu's office
Tuesday, the prime
minister said Israeli
forces were days away
from entering Gaza
“with great strength to
complete the mission

1t means destroying
Hamas

An Israeli official said
the strikes on Friday
were preparatory ac-
tions in the lead-up to
a larger operation and
to send a message to
Hamas that it will be-
gin soon if there isn't
an agreement to release
hostages. The official
was not authorized to
brief media and spoke
on condition of ano-
nymity.

Russia-Ukraine peace talks end after less than 2

~_lstanbul:
The first direct peace
talks between Russia
and Ukraine since the
early weeks of Moscow's
2022 invasion ended
Friday after less than
two hours, according
to the Turkish Foreign
Ministry and a senior
Ukrainian official.

Kyiv  accused the
Kremlin of introduc-
ing new “unacceptable
demands” to withdraw
Ukrainian forces from
huge swaths of terri-
tory, according to the

-

official, who spoke to
The Associated Press on

condition of anonymity
because he was not au-

thorised to make official
statements.

The demands had not
been previously  dis-
cussed, the official said.

He said the Ukrain-
ian side reiterated it
remained focused on
achieving real progress
— an immediate cease-
fire and a pathway to
substantive  diplomacy,
“just like the US, Euro-
pean partners, and other
countries proposed,” the
official added.

The Turkish Foreign
Ministry also said in a

statement that the ses-
sion ended.

The two sides sat at a
U-shaped table but re-
mained far apart in their
conditions for ending
the war. US President
Donald Trump, who has
pressed both Moscow
and Kyiv for an end to
the conflict, saying a
meeting between him-
sell and Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin
would happen “as soon
as we can set it up.”

“I think it's time for us
tojustdoit,” Trump told

Pakistan says it would respond
to any 'aggression’ from India

Islamabad:
Pakistan on Friday said
it would respond to any
"aggression" from India,
nearly a week after the
two sides agreed to end
the military conflict af-
ter four days of intense
cross-border drone and
missile strikes.

“The  recent an-
nouncement of a Paki-
stan-India ceasefire is
a positive development.
We urge India to faith-
fully adhere to its im-
plementation,” Foreign
Office  Spokesperson
Shafgat Ali Khan said
while addressing the
weekly press briefing,
the first since the four-
day of clashes.

However, he asked in-
ternational partners to
ensure India follows its
commitments to avoid
"aggression".

“Should India resume
hostilities, Pakistan will
have no choice but to re-
spond,” he warned.

Khan said that the
internal community
was promoting regional
peace and stability, but
India was still showing
a "tendency to distort
facts".

“India’s

thetoric  re-

flects a persistent ten-
dency to distort facts,
justify aggression and
cast unwarranted asper-
sions on Pakistan's nu-
clear assets,” he said.

The spokesperson said
Pakistan is a responsible
state and remains com-
mitted to the ceasefire
and taking necessary
steps towards de-esca-
lation and regional sta-
bility.

Khan also appreciated
the role of friendly coun-
tries in facilitating the
ceasefire.

"India’s portrayal of
Pakistan as acting out of
despair and frustration
of Pakistan is baseless,”
he added.

He reiterated support
for US President Donald
Trump's announcement
on engaging with Paki-
stan and India to seek a
resolution to the Kash-
mir issue.

On May 10, Trump
said that he would
work with India and
Pakistan for a “solution"
on Kashmir. India has
always maintained that
the Kashmir issue is
a bilateral matter and
there is no space for
any third party.

hours officials say

reporters in Abu Dhabi
as he wrapped up a trip
to the Middle East.

In Istanbul, a Ukraini-
an delegation led by De-
fence Minister Rustem
Umerov sat opposite a
low-level Russian team
headed by presidential
aide Viadimir Medinsky,
according to Ukraine's
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson  Heorhii
‘Tykhyi, who published a
photo of the meeting.

‘Turkish Foreign Min-
ister Hakan Fidan had
opened the session by

urging the parties “to
take advantage of this
opportunity,”  adding
that it was "eritically im-
portant that the cease-
fire happens as soon as

possible.”
Both countries en-
gaged in  diplomat-

ic  manoeuvring this
week as they tried to
show Trump that they
are eager to negoti-
ate, although he has
expressed frustration
over the slow progress
and threatened to pun-
ish foot-dragging.

MetaTwin Powers the
Digital Creator Revolution

New Delhi:

In a world in which in-
fluence is currency and
reach is a measure of
relevance, creators are
competing to scale their
presence without burn-
out. This is where digital
twin technology comes
in: Creating a twin of
yourself is truly possible,
thanks to MelaTwin, a
generative Al platform
that allows creators rep-
licating their own perso-
na and voice in synthetic
media. Riding the wave of
the Metaverse, MetaTwin
provides creators a pow-
erful tool to scale their ex-
pertise, deliver engaging
experiences through Al
personas with synchro-
nized audio and visuals,
and always-on presence
for fan engagement in vir-
tual forms of themselves.

At the helm of this
platform is Swarn Avi-
nash Kumar, founder of
MetaTwin and a techie
with a strong expertise in
AL With more than a dec-
ade of experience lead-
ing machine learning at
Meta Platforms like Lyft,
Amazon, and Google; Ku-
mar has deep technical
and strategic expertise,
contributing to MetaT-

win'’s vision. His vision for
digital clone technology is
not just about automa-
tion, it's about unleash-
ing human potential. By
allowing creators to “be in
multiple places at once,”
Kumar is enabling them
to expand their reach, as
well as to diversify their
content and build scal-
able, Al-powered busi-
nesses.

Kumar's  experience
demonstrates the com-
bination of wide-ranging
knowledge with deep ex-
pertise. During his time at
Meta Platforms as an Ap-
plied Research Scientist
he managed teams in the
Core ML division. Prior to
that, he held key ML lead-
ership roles at Lyft, where
he worked on self-driving
cars; Amazon Core ML,
and Google Cloud. His
important contributions
to the field stand strong
behind the remarkable
body of intellectual work
he has produced. His in-

Goyal to consider QCO deadline
extension for electrical appliances

__ New Delhi:

ommerce and In-
dustry  Minister
Piyush Goyal has

agreed to consider the
domestic industry's re-
quest to extend the im-
plementation timeline of
the quality control order
(QCO) for various elec-
trical appliances, an of-
ficial statement said on
Friday.

Department for Pro-
motion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT)
convened a stakeholder
consultation meeting
under the chairman-
ship of the minister on
May 15 to discuss the is-
sues being faced by the
industry in the imple-
mentation of horizon-
tal QCO on "Safety of
household, commercial
and Slmllar Electrical

i " notified on

novative work includes
12 filed patents along
with six granted patents
that focus on autono-
mous driving technology
alongside generative Al
applications and digital
twining methods.

September 20, 2024.

The mduslrv raised
its concerns and high-
lighted issues faced by
them in the implemen-
tation of the order on
various eleetrical appli-
ances.

The DPIUT said that
the industry support-
ed the intent behind
QCOs to ensure only
high-quality products,
but they requested for
notifying these orders
on finished goods first
followed by QCOs on
components and raw
materials, considering
the complexity of global

supply chains.

They also recom-

mended mapping do-

mestic manufactunng
A

regard to coverage of

DC Supplied Appliances

and Battery-Operated
1i il

capacities and
technologies to align
compliance timelines,
it said adding a phased
rollout was also pro-
posed.

Major concerns
raised by the industry

bility of product manu-
als and test labs; lack of
certification by domes-
tic manufacturers as
well as foreign makers;
insufficient time avail-
able for getting the B1S

industry raised
concerns  and
highlighted issues.
faced by them in the
implementation  of
the order on various
electrical appliances.

certification.
The minister "ac-
knowledged concerns

raised by the industry
and agreed to consider
the request to extend
the impl ion

India's Forex
Reserves Jump
to USD 690.61
Billion
Mumbai:

India's forex reserves
jumped by USD 4.553
billion to USD 690.617
billion for the week end-
ed May 9 on the back of
a steep increase in gold
assets, the RBI said on
Friday.

In the previous re-
porting week, the overall
reserves had dropped
by USD 2.065 billion to
USD 686.064 billion.
The forex reserves had
touched an all-time high
of USD 704. 885 bxllmn

timeline of the QCO, as
well as the issue of leg-
acy stock," the depart-
ment said.

Goyal requested the
industry to come up
with a proposal for set-
ting up more testing
facilities with modern
technology in public
funded labs, labs in
public sector enterpris-
es and labs in state gov-
ernment institutions so
that robust and acces-
sible testing infrastruc-
ture will be made avail-
able for the industry
pan- India.

India’s Coffee Talents Shine at MONIN Coffee Cup 2025

New Delhi:
The MONIN Coffee
Creativity Cup (MCCC)
2025 is officially un-
derway, launching this
year's theme, “Alchemy
of Flavors: A Fusion of
MONIN & Exquisite
Coffee,” to spotlight In-
dia’s most creative coffee
professionals. Organized
by MONIN India, a glob-
al leader in premium
syrups and beverage
solutions, the compe-
tition offers a dynamic
platform for baristas to
showcase their imagina-
tion, skill, and flair for
flavor innovation. Win-
ners at both regional

and national levels will
receive exciting prizes,
with the Grand Fina-
le champion earning a
global coffee experience
and international farm

visit.

Challenging  partic-
ipants lo crafl espre:
so-based mocktails us-
ing MONIN's extensive
portfolio of beverage

solutions, MCCC 2025
received thousands of
entries from across the
country. From these, 15
finalists were selected
to compete in the Delhi

regional round, mark-
ing the official launch of
the nationwide contesl.
Following an inspiring
showecase of creativity
and craftsmanship, the
top three participants
selected to advance to
the National Finale in
Jaipur are: Yogesh Ku-
mar (Winner), Amish
Ghai (1st Runner Up)
and Ram Partap Kumar
(2nd Runner up)

These regional final-
ists will join champi-
ons from the upcoming
Mumbai and Bangalore
rounds to compete for
the coveted national ti-
tle. The winner of the

National Finale will go
on to represent India at
the MONIN Coffee Crea-
tivity Cup Asia Finals in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
on 9th September 2025,
joining top talent from
across the Asia-Pacific
region.

This year's theme,
“Alchemy of Flavors,”
invites baristas and bev-
erage professionals to
explore bold and unex-
pected combinations—
blending MONIN's
versatile flavors with
the art of modern cof-
fee brewing. It reflects
the evolution of In-
dia’s coffee culture and

MONIN's ongoing mis-
sion to empower hospi-
tality professionals with

meaningful  platforms
for innovation and rec-
ognition.

Mr. Germain Araud,
Managing Director of
MONIN India Pvt. Ltd.,
shared his thoughts on
the competition: “We're
proud to return with the
MONIN Coffee Creativ-
ity Cup this year. This
initiative is designed
to offer a meaningful
springboard for emerg-
ing lalent, providing
visibility and access
to a wider, even global
stage.

in

For the week ended
May o, foreign curren-
cy assefs, a major com-
ponent of the reserves,
increased by USD 196
million to USD 581.373
billion, the data released
on Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign cur-
rency assets include the
effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-
US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in
the foreign exchange re-
serves.

Gold reserves jumped
by USD 4.518 billion to
USD 86.337 billion dur-
ing the week, the RBI
said.

The Special Draw-
ing Rights (SDRs) were
down by USD 26 million
to USD 18.532 billion,
the apex bank said.

India's reserve posi-
tion with the IMF was
also down by USD 134
million at USD 4.374
billion in the reporting
week, the apex bank
data showed.
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'‘Dhamaal 4' books
Eid 2026 release date

ke i ok 2 e v st

of the superhit

film  franchise
‘Dhamaal’,
has a release date. The mak-
ers of the film have baoked
its release on Eid The
film hoasts of a stellar star
cast including Ajay Devgn,
Riteish Deshmukh, Arshad
Warsi, Sanjay Mishra,
Jaaved Jaaferi, Sanjeeda
Shaikh, Anjali Anand, Up-
endra ve, Vijay Patkar
and Ravi Kishan.
‘Dhamaal 4 promises a
laugh riot like never be-
fore. The film’s shooting is
currently
Mumbai. This comes after
the crew finished an exten-
sive first schedule in Mal-
shej Ghat of Maharashtra.
Last month, Ajay had
shared an update about the
film and announced the
wrap of the first schedule of
‘Dhamaal 4. He shared
some pictures with ¢o
Arshad  Warsi, Jaaved
Jaaferi, Anjali Anand, San-
jay Mishra, and Sanjeeda
Shaikh, and wrote, “The

David Leitch
in talks to
direct 'Gears
Of War' movie
_ Washington

ilmmaker David

Leitch is in talks to

direct a feature

adaptation of the hit
video game 'Gears of War’ for
Netflix. Jon Spailits is writing
the script for the feature for
which Netflix has partnered
with The Coalition Studio,
the Canadian game develop-
erbehind the franchise, ac-
cording to The Hollywood
Reparter.

Leitch and his wife and
produdng partner, Kelly Me-
Cormick, will produce the
feature via their
banneralong with The
tion. The game is s
planet on the brink of socie-
tal collapse when a mon-
strous threat in the form of
underground  creatures
known as the Locust takes
humanity to the verge of ex-
tinction, as per The Holly-
wood Reporter.

He made his directorial
debut onthe action film John
Wick (2014) with Chad Sta-
helski, though only Stahelski
wascredited. He later also di-
rected the films Atomic
Blonde (2017), Deadpool 2
(2018), Hobbs & Shaw
(2019), Bullet Train (2022),
and The Fall Guy (2024).

Leitch, who established
himself as a major action
filmmaker with films like
‘Bullet Train', 'Deadpool 2,
and 'Atomic Blonde"

now

underway in

ton a

3
madness is  BACK!
#Dhamaalg kicks off witha
bang — Malshej Ghat
schedule wrapped, Mumbai
schedule rolling! Let the
laughter riot begin”.

The starting of the
‘Dhamaal” franchise was
marked hy the release of
‘Dhamaal’ which was re-
leased on 7 September

ey S e e 4 4 i B
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2007. The film gave birth to
two sequels, ‘Double
Dhamaal’, which was a di-
rect sequel to the first film,
The
first two films featured
Riteish Deshmukh, Arshad
Warsi, Jaaved Jaaferi,
Saanand Verma. Ashish
Chaudhary, Karan Deol,
and Sanjay Dutt in lead

and “Total Dhamaal’.

roles,

“The third installment also
featured Ajay Devgn, Anil
Kapoor, Johnny Lever, Bo-
man lrani, Mahesh Man-
jrekar and Madhuri Dixit
along with the original east,
but Sanjay Dutt did not ap-
pear in the third film.

Gulshan Kumar and T-
Series present, in associa-

tion with Devgn Films, a T-
Series Films, Maruti Inter-
national, Panorama Stu-
dios production. ‘Dhamaal
4'is directed by Indra Ku-
mar and produced by 4
Devgn, Bhushan Kumar,
Krishan Kumar, Ashok
Thakeria, Indra Kumar,
Anand Pandit, and Kumar
Mangat Pathak.

Maika Monroe to star in
psychological horror
thriller 'Victorian Psycho'

Washington

ctress Maika Mon-

roe will be seen as

a killer governess

Victorian Psy-

cho', a psychological horror

thriller directed by Zachary
Wigon.

The project adapts the

lxm -selling book by Virginia

Feito, who also wrote the
seript, as per The Hollvwood
Reporter.

Setin 1858, the story cen-

tres on 4 governess named

Vinifred Notty, hiding her
psychopathic tendencies
while arriving to workat a re-
mote gothic manor.

As thewoman takes care of
her charges, staff members
begin to disappear, and the
owners of the estate begin to
think about the reason and
wonder if their new gov-
emess is serving up a spoon-
ful of sugar with a little ar-
senic on the side, as per the
outlet, The film is being pro-
duced by Dan Kagan under
his Traffic. banner as well as
Sebastien Raybaud for Anton
and Wigon, in association
with Anonymots Content.

Nick Shumaker, Bard Dor-
ros and Virginia Feito will ex-
ecutive produce.

“Maika's intense screen

presence has resonated with
me over and over again
throughout her history of
complex performances,
Wigon in a statement. "I'm
absolutely thrilled for her to
bring her unique style of psy-
chological portraiture to the
fascinatingly bizarre Winifred
Notty."

Maika made her film debut
with the drama At Any Price
(2012), and led the thriller
film The Guest and the hor-
ror film It Follows (both
2014), which established her
as a scream gueen. She
starred in the thrillers Gr
(2018) and Watcher
as well as the horror film
Longlegs (2024).

Apart from her horrorand
thriller roles, Monroe ap-
pears in the action film In-
dependence Day: Resurgence
(2016), the neo-noir Hot
Summer Nights (2017), the
black comedy Villains (2019),
and the action film God Isa
Bullet (2023).

Monroe will shoot Re-
minders of Him, Universal's
adaptation of the best-selling
novel by Colleen Hoover,
which is a story of mother-
hood and redemption, ac-
cording to The Hollywood
Reporter.

Bollywood stars pen
lovely wishes for Vicky
Kaushal as he turns 37

Mumbai
ctor Vicky
Kaushal celebrat-
ed his g7th birth-
ay on Friday,
and to commemorate his
special day, many Bolly-
wood eelebs showered the
"Uri" actor with lovely wish-
es.

Vicky's ‘Chhaava’ co-star
Rashmika Mandanna took
to her Instagram stories
and dropped a black and
white picture of the two as
Chhatrapati Sambhiaji Ma
haraj, and Yesubai Bhon-
sale.

Hupp\ Birthday Ma-
shalog,"
hmika wrote, wishing
Vicky on his birthday.

Actress, Rakul Preet
Singh dropped a dapper pic
of the birthday star, along
with the following words,
"Happy bday Punjabi
munde @vickykaushal!
Wishing you all the happi-
ness your heart can hold.
Have a wonderful birthday
and a fantastic year ahead!"

Sunny Kaushal also nsed
social media to pen an
adorable greeting for his
elder brother. The "Chor
Nikal Ke Bhaga" actor took
to his 1G and dropped an
adorable picture of Vicky.
The image featured Sunny
holding a Polaroid of Vicky
celebrating his birthday.

seen standing in
kdrop with.a
‘HAPPY BIRTHDAY ban-
ner, along witha cluster of
gold, white, and grey bal-
loons.

Sunny penned the cap-

<
=

tion, “Happy biithday, meri
jaan Vicky Kaushal," with a
red heart emoji.

On the work front, bask-
ing in the success of "Chhaa-
va", Vicky Kaushal will next
be seen sharing sereen
space with Alia Bhatt and
Ranbir Kapoor for the first

time in Sanjay Leela

Smokey Robinson
sexual assault
allegations under
criminal investigation

Washington
eriminal investiga-
tion has been
launched into the
sexital assault alle-

gations against legendary
singer-songwriter Smokey
Robinson, hisattorneys and
the Los A County Sher-
iffs Demmwm confirmed to
Variet

The singer was sued last
week by former female em-
ployees alleging sexual bat-
tery, assaull and false im-
prisonment.

The women are asking for
a trial with general damages
for several allegations of no
less than USD 50 million.

Four Jane Does, who
worked for the singer be-
tween 2006 and 2024, filed a
suit against Robinson and
his wife Frances in Los An-
geles Superior Court on Tues-
lay, all making similar daims

that Robinson sexually as-
saulted them during their
employment as housekeepe:
at his Chatsworth, CA,
dence, as per the outlet.
“The Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Department Special
Victims Bureau Iy
investigdting criminal alle-
gations involving William
Robinson AKA 'Smokey
Robinson.’ The investigation

Lizzo reveals she stopped reading
online comments "about two years ago"

ington

ger and rapper
Lizzo shared why
she stopped read-
ing online com-

ments two vears ago.

“All viral ain't good viral
The internel don't know that
they think all viral is good vi-
val. I¥'s not,” the singer said
on therecent episode of the
talk show Therapuss with
Jake Shane, reported Peo-
ple.

After the host shared that
all press is not good press,
Lizzo said that sometimes
when her content is going vi-
ral, she tends to have an
“anxiety attack."

“And I11 be like 'Oh ...,
what did T do wrong? [ did
something wrong, because [
don't read comments any-
more and Idon't have con-
text with anything anymore.
1live ina bubble,” she said,

as per the outlet.

The rapper shared that
she stopped reading com-
"about two years
nd it has been "liber-

ating.”

"Ineverscrolled through
my comments because that
sounds like hell but also
TikTok comments got so
she said, adding,
"You know when T really
stopped after the veryback-
handed compliments trend,”
which she described as a

mean,”

trend where people givi
mean comments by tricking
vou with a "cute emoji and
say something evil,” report-
cd People.

However, this was not the
first time she had opened up
about her anxiety.

During her 37th birthday,
the singer opened up on In-
stagram about how she dealt
with her emotions leading
up to the special day.

“I'm atough cookie. I tried

my whaole life not to eryand
be seen as anything less
than strong. T had a lot of
anxiety leading up to my
birthday and 1 could feel it
clogging my emotion:
night at dinner, while fi
ing out about not spending
time with everyone equally
and worrying if people were
having a good time," she
wrote nex to photos from
her birthday, as per the out-

let.
L

Bhanss "Love & War".
Set against the backdrop of
war, the film deals with a
complex love triangle in-
volving two army officers
(Ranbir and Vicky) who find
themselves notonly fighting
itout on the battlefield but
also for the love of the same
woman (Alia).

Michael | Fox
joins 'Shrinking'
season 3 in
guest role

Washington
ctor Michael J
Fox will be join-
ing the cast of
eason three of
'Shrinking'.

The five-time Emmy
winner will guest star in
the Apple TV+ comedy,
however, details of his role
are being kept under
wraps, according to The
Hollywood Reporter.

Season three of 'Shrink-
ing' is currently in pro-
duction.

Fox'slast on-camera act-
ing role was in "The Good
Fight' in 2020, reprising
his Emmy-nominated role
as attorney Louis Canning,

The actor has been living
with Parkinson's dis
for more than go years,

Fox's 'Shrinking'
will mark his reunion with
co-creator Bill Lawrence.
The two worked together
on ABC's 'Spin City'
(Lawrence's first series as
a creator).

Fox joins Jeff Daniels,
Sherry Cola and Isabella
Gomez,

‘Shrinking' stars Jason
Segel, Ford, Christa Miller,
Jessica Williams, Luke
Tennie, Michael Urie,
Lukita Maxwell and Ted
MeGinley.

Segel, Lawrence and
Brett Goldstein created
‘Shrinking'. They execu-
tive produce with Neil
Goldman, James Ponsoldt,
Jeff Ingold, Liza Katzer,
Randall Winston, Annie
Mehane. Rachna Fruch-
hom and Brian Gallivan,
Ashley Nicole Black and
Bill Posley, according to
The Hollywood Reporter.

role






