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ATADMK BJP join hands for 2026 TN
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polls EPS to lead charge says Amit Shah

“betrayal of Tamil Nadu.”

Chennai

early twoyearsaf-
ter parting ways,
the AIADMK and

BJP on Friday rekindled
their alliance, with Un-
ion Minister Amit Shah
declaring that the 2026
Tamil Nadu Assembly
election will be fought
under the leadership of
AIADMK chief Edappa-
di K Palaniswami.

He also slammed the
lulmg DMK for ‘divert-
ing’ attention from key
issues by raking up mat-
ters like delimitation,
NEET and the 3-lan-
guage policy.

The DMK criticised
the AIADMK for joining
hands with BJP, calling
the alliance a big “be-
trayal of Tamil Nadu.”

On a day of quick
turns and twists, Shah
consulted with RSS
ideaologue and S Gu-
rumurthy and by late
afternoon, stitched up
BJP’s alliance with Ta-
mil Nadu’s main opposi-
tion party AIADMK. The
two had been part of the
NDA combine that faced
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
and the state elections
two years later.

“The leaders of ATAD-
MK and BJP have de-
cided to fight next TN

along
with allies under the
NDA banner. This elec-
tion will be fought at
the national level under
Narendra Modi's leader-
ship and AIADMK chief
Edappadi Palaniswami
at state level,” Shah told
a press conference.

“In a way, from 1998,
the ATADMK has been
part of NDA alliance
and for long time PM
Modi ji and the great
(late CM) Jayalalithaa ji
had worked in national
politics together. At one
point of time, this alli-
ance had won 30 out of
the 39 seats in the gen-
eral elections,” he said
about the 1998 polls.

Assembly polls

“T am confident NDA
will get massive majority
and form NDA govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu,”
Shah said.

Asked if NDA would
form a coalition govern-
ment if it won the 2026
polls in the state, he re-
plied in the affirmative.
Other related issues
will be decided after the
polls. Farther, the Al-
ADMK made no demand
1o join the NDA and its
entry to the bloc was
mutually beneficial.

Asked if expelled Al-
ADMK leaders O Pan-
neerselvam and TTV

Dhinakaran would also
be part of the NDA, as
they were during the

China hits US with 125%
tariffs, Xi seeks EU support

Beijing

~hina on Friday
continued its
tit-for-tat  move

against the Trump ad-
ministration’s tariffs
by hiking its additional
levies on imports from
the US to 125 per cent
against duties of 145 per
cent by America even as
it evinced interest in di-
alogue with Washington
to resolve the impasse.
Announcing an addi-
tional 125 per cent tariff,
China's Customs Tariff
Commission said, “Even
if the US imposes high-
er tariffs, it would no
longer make economic
sense and ultimately go
down as a joke in world
economic history.”
“Given that it's al-
ready impossible for the
Chinese market to ac-
cept US imports at the
current tariff level and
if the United States im-
poses further tariffs on
Chinese products, China
will ignore it,” it said.

Advertisement

However, should the
US persist in substan-
tially undermining Chi-

na's interests, Beijing
will take firm counter-
measures and fight to
the end, the commission
added.

China's new tariffs of
125 per cent against US
imports will be effective
from Saturday, it said.
The announcement fol-
lows the US move to
raise the “reciprocal tar-

iffs” on Chinese imports
to 125 per cent. The US
later confirmed the total
tariff on Chinese prod-
ucts was 145 per cent
with the inclusion of
20 per cent levies an-
nounced by Trump soon
after he took over power
in January this year.

Trump’s heavy tar-
iffs left China to wage a
lone battle as he paused
tariffs against all other
countries,

Agency

2024 general elections,
Shah said, “there wont
be any of our interfer-
ence in AIADMK’s inter-
nal affairs”.

“As far as our allies
are concerned, the state
units of AIADMK and
BJP will decide,” he said.

To a question, he al-
leged that the ruling
DMK in the state rakes
up issues like Sanatan
Dharma, 3-language
policy and other many
such issues with the sole
intention behind them
being to divert away
frem key issues.

“The DMK govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu
is plagued by rampant
corruption, atroci-

W The DMK criticised the AIADMK for joining hands with BJP calling the alliance a big

~ /7 Theleadersof
“ AIADMK and BIP
have decided

to fight next TN Assembly
polls along with allies
under the NDA banner. This
election will be fought at
the national fevel under
Narendra Modi’s leadership
and AIADMK chief Edappadi
Palaniswami at state level,”

-Amit Shah

ties against Dalits and
women, and a complete
breakdown of law and
order. Under (CM M
K) Stalin’s leadership,
the state has witnessed
multiple scams includ-
ing the Rs 39,000 crore
liquor scam, sand min-
ing scam, energy scam,
transport scam, money
laundering, nutrition kit
scam, free dhoti scam,
illegal raids, smuggling,
and MGNREGA-related
irregularities.”

“The people of Tamil
Nadu will vote in the
upcoming elections with
these issues in mind.
The public is now de-
manding answers from
Stalim and (his son and
deputy CM) Udhayani-
dhi on corruption,” the
BJP leader said.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

3 injured, 15 flights
diverted at Delhi airport
due to dust storm

New Delhi

trong dust-laden

winds and light rain

swept acrass Delhi
and parts of the National
Capital Region (NCR) on
Friday evening, bringing
a sharp dip in temper-
ature, uprooting trees,
and disrupting power
and air traffic.

The India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD)
had issued a red alert,
warning of moderate 1o
severe thunderstorms,
lightning, and gusty
winds reaching up to 8o
kmph in isolated areas.
The alert remained in
effect till 9 pm, with offi-
cials urging residents to
stay indoors and avoid
unnecessary travel.

The sudden shift in
weather, driven by an
active western distur-
bance came after a day
of warm sunshine. By
evening, the skies turned
dark, and gusty winds
led to temperature drops
of 10 degrees Celsius at
Palam and 7 degrees at
Safdarjung, according to
the weather office. Wind
speeds peaked at w4
kmph at IGI Airport, 70
kmph at Pragati Maidan,
and 69 kmph at Lodhi
Road.

Light rain was record-
ed in some parts, with
Mayur Vihar logging 5
mm, while Safdarjung
reported only a trace.

The maximum temper-
ature stood at 35.8°C,
slightly below normal,
while the minimum
was 22.8°C, 1.8 degrees
above average.

The weather also dis-
rupted air travel. As per
sources, 15 flights were
diverted at the Indira
Gandhi  International
Airport (IGIA) due to
poor visibility and high
wind speeds. Ina post on
X, airport operator DIAL
confirmed that flight op-
erations were impacted
and advised passengers
to contact airlines for
updates,

Airlines like IndiGo
warned of potential de-
lays and diversions due
to dust storms in both
Delhi and Jaipur.

Agency

Rana plotted several attacks
like 26/11, NIA tells court

New Delhi

he National In-
vestigation Agen-

v has said ac-
cused Tahawwur Rana
planned several other
plots similar to the 26/11
Mumbazi terror attacks
to target multiple Indian
cities.

“His (Rana) pro-
longed custody has been
deemed necessary to
facilitate an extensive
interrogation aimed at
uncovering deeper lay-
ers of the conspiracy.
‘We suspect that the ta
tics used in the Mumbai
attacks were intended
for execution in other
cities as well, prompting
mveshgamm m examine
whether si plots
were developed else-
where,” the NIA is be-
lieved to have informed
the judge, a source said.

Rana was brought to
the court in a cavaleade
including a jail van, an
armoured SWAT vehicle

SC reserves verdict on corruption case against Yedi

NewDelhi

e Supreme Court
has reserved s
verdict on a plea of

senior Bharatiya Janata
Party leader and former
Karnataka chiefl minister
BS Yedwmuppa against
an order reviving a cor-
ruption case against him.
The Karnataka high
court, on January 3,
2021, allowed a plea of
complainant A Alam Pa-
sha, who hails from Ben-
galuru, and revived his

complaint.

Pasha alleged cor-
ruption and  criminal
conspiracy against

Yediyurappa and for-
mer [ndustries minister
Murugesh R Nirani and
Shivaswamy KS, former
managing director of
Karnataka Udyog Mitra.

The high court ruled

that the absence of prior
sanction for prosecution,
leading to the quashing
of an earlier complaint,
did not bar the filing of a
fresh complaint once the
accused had demitted
office.

It, however, did not
allow criminal prosecu-~
tion of V P Baligar, a re-
tired IAS officer and for-
mer principal secretary
of the state government,
in the corruption case.

On April 4, a bench
comprising Justices J
B Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra  concluded the
hearings and framed
several key legal ques-
tions for its adjudication
including whether after
a judicial magistrate has
ordered probe under
Section 156(3) of Code
of Criminal Procedure

(CrPC), would a prior
sanction of the appro-
priate government au-
thorities be still required
under Section 17A of the
Prevention of Corrup-
tion (PC) Act.

Section 156 (3) of the
CrPC permits a judicial

)O

magistrate to order a
police investigation into
a complaint and it may
include order for a pre-
liminary inquiry or reg-
istration of an FIR.
Section 17A of the PC
Act says, “No paolice of-
ficer shall conduct any

enquiry or inquiry or
investigation into any
offence alleged to have
been committed by a
public servant under
this Act, where the al-
leged offence is relatable
lo any recommendation
made or decision taken
by such public servant
in discharge of his offi-
cial functions or duties,
without the previous ap-
proval...”

The top court framed
seven crucial legal ques-
tions, primarily focusing
on the interplay between
various provisions of the
PC Act and the CrPC on
the issue of prior sanc-
tion to prosecute a pub-
lic servant and power of
the judicial magistrate to
entertain a private com-
plaint and order probe
and an FIR. Agency

and an ambulance.

Before Rana  was
brought to Patiala House
Court complex, the Del-
hi police remoaved medi-
apersons and members
of the public from its
premises, citing security
concerns. Police author-
ities said, “No one would
be permitted inside”.

A Delhi court recently
received the trial records
of the Mumbai attacks
ahead of Rana's extra-
dition from the US, a
source said.

The NIA said that as

part of the criminal con-
spiracy, accused num-
ber 1, David Coleman
Headley, had discussed
the entire operation with
Rana before his visit to
India.

Anticipating potential
challenges, Headley sent
an email to Rana detail-
ing his belongings and
assets, the NIA told the
court, and Headley also
informed Rana about the
involvement of Pakistani
nationals Ilyas Kashmi-
ri and Abdur Rehman,
who are also accused in

the case, in the plot.

The NIA made the
submissions late Thurs-
day before special judge
Chander Jit Singh, who
remanded Rana to 18-
day NIA custody.

In its order, the judge
directed the NIA to con-
duct medical examina-
tion of Rana every 24
hours, and allow him to
meet his lawyer every al-
ternate day.

The judge allowed
Rana to use only a “soft-
tip pen” and meet hig
lawyer in the presence
of the NIA officials, who
would be out of an audi-
ble distance.

During the arguments,
the NIA said Rana’s cus-
tody was required to
piece together the full
scope of the conspiracy,
and submitted he was
required to be taken to
various locations for re-
tracing the events that
took place 17 years ago.

Agency

Nagendran to lead TN BJP;
Annamalai gets national role

Chennai:

fle aimed at strength-

ening the BJP's posi-
tion inTamil Naduahead
of the 2026 Assembly
elections, Nainar Nagen-
dran has been appointed
as the new president of
the state unit, succeed-
ing former IPS officer K
Armamalai. Known for
his outspoken style and
long-standing presence
in Tamil Nadu polities,
Nagendran becomes the
13th president of the Ta-
mil Nadu BJP.

A seasoned politician
and current legislature
party leader, Nagen-
dran’s elevation is seen
as a strategic move by
the BJP high command

In asignificant reshuf-

to rekindle ties with the
ATADMEK, potentially re-
viving the NDA alliance
in the state. His appoint-
ment was proposed by
ten senior party func-
tionaries, including out-
going chief Annamalai.

The 64-year-old MLA
from Tirunelveli, who
started his political ca-

veer with the ATADMK
and served as a minis-
ter in the Jayalalithaa
Cabinet, joined the BJP
in 2017 after being side-
lined in his former party.
Since then, he has stead-
ily risen within the BJP
ranks, first as state vice
presuiem and now as the
pm) s state president.

Nagendran, a
three-time MLA from
Tirunelveli (2001, 2011,
and 2021), has had his
share of controver-
sies. In 2018, he made
headlines for announc-
ing a %10 crore reward
for anyone who would
chop the tongue of lyr-
icist Vairamuthu over
remarks on Goddess
CONTD ON PAGE-2




NATIONAL

AIADMK BJP join
hands for 2026
TN polls EPS to
lead charge says
Amit Shah

CONT FROM PAGE-1
Asked about ATAD-
MK’s divergent stand
on these issues, he
said the matters will be
discussed. If required,
there will be a Common

Minimum Programme.

“The NDA will take
original issues to peo-
ple who are aware what
they are and they seek
answers from DMK." he
said.

Asked whether ATAD-
MK joined the NDA after
‘removing’ Annamalai as
they had blamed him
in 2023 while snapping
ties, Shah said “there is
no iota of truth in this.
Annamalai is state chief
even today,” he said,
even as he was flanked
by Palaniswami and An-
namalai on either side.

On asked why the
press conference was
delayed for a about
three hours, Shah indi-
cated parleys were on as
“the alliance has to go for
long.”

Further, he under-
scored that BJP takes
immense pride in the
Tamil language, culture,
and people and holds
them in high regard.

It was PM Modi who
honoured Tamil Nadu’s
rich heritage by install-
ing the ‘Sengol’ in the
new Parliament build-
ing, something the DMK
never even proposed,
The PM launched the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam
and the Saurashtra Ta-
mil Sangamam to cele-
brate the deep cultural
tes.

“It was also under his
leadership that the tradi-
tional Tamil martial art
‘Silambam’ was included
in the Khelo India initia-
tive. PM Narendra Modi
established the Central
Institute of Classical Ta-
mil with an investment
of Rs 25 crove and set up
a Tamil Chair at the Uni-
versity of Ilouston in the
US,” he said.

ATADMK snapped ties
with BJP in September
2023 reportedly over
Annamalai’s certain re-
marks about late party
stalwarts, including Jay-
alalithaa.

Nagendran to lead
TN BJP; Annamalai
gets national role

CONT FROM PAGE-1

Andal—an  incident
that led to his arrest
along with Hindu Mun-
nani leader V CJayabalan
for alleged hate speech.

Commenting on his el-
evation, Nagendran said,
“I thank all the ten lead-
ers and our central lead-
ership for entrusting me
with this responsibility. T
will work towards secur-
ing victory for the party in
the upcoming Assembly
elections.”

The leadership transi-
tion comes as Annamalai
steps down after a four-
year term that saw him
sform into a high-vis-
ibility  political figure
lhmug.,h his aggressive
campaigning style and
the state-wide ‘En Mann
EnMakkal' (My Land, My
People) yatra. 1lis tenure
was marked by consist-
ent criticism of the ruling
DMK and a sharp-edged
political style that reso-
nated with BJP cadres
but strained relations
with the ATADMK.

Annamalai’s confron-
tational stance, particu-
larly against AIADMK
leaders, led to a rift be-
tween the two parties.
The situation escalated
during the 2024 Lok
Sabha election cam-
paign, with AIADMK
general secretary Edap-
padi K. Palaniswami
labeling Annamalai a
“publicity hound™—a jab
Annamalai  countered
by likening Palaniswami
to the proverbial “sour
grapes” for breaking the
alliance.
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Massive Railway Revamp in Maharashtra: Fadnavis,
Vaishnaw announce prO]ects worth I1.73 lakh crore

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

1 a significant hoost
to Maharashtra’s

rail infrastructure,
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis-and Union
Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw jointly
announced a slew of
ambitious railway pro-
jects, marking a trans-
formative phase in the
state’s  transportation
landscape. Addressing a
press briefing in Mum-
bai, the two leaders oul-
lined strategic plans to
enhance commuter con-
venience, improve re-
gional connectivity, and
modernize the Mumbai
Suburban Railway Net-
wark.

At the heart of the
discussion was the em-
phasis on leveraging
modern infrastructure,
advanced technology,
and upgraded rolling
stock to address the ev-
er-growing commuter
demand in the Mumbai
metropolitan  region.
“Better infrastructure,
technology, and trains
are crucial to trans-
forming the commuter
experience,” said Min-
ister Vaishnaw, high-
lighting the govern-
ment's commitment to
clevating rail services.

A major portion of
the announcement fo-
cused on the Mumbai
Suburban Railway Net-
work, the lifeline of the
city. Vaishnaw revealed
that nearly %17,000

crore will be invested in
projects that span over
300 kilometers of new
railway lines. These
projects are designed
to ease congestion, en-
hance frequency, and
ensure seamless move-
ment across the city's
densely populated
zones.

The minister also in-
troduced Kavach 5.0,
an advanced train safe-
ty and signaling sys-
1em Thﬁ mdlgelmu y

d

A major portion of
the announcement
focused on  the
A=t "

1

nounced to mgmﬂnaur
ly improve commuter
comfort and enhance
the daily travel experi-
ence for lakhs of Mum-
haikars.

To further stream-
line commuting, the
upcoming Mumbai One
Card was unveiled—a
unified ticketing solu-
tion that will integrate
suburban trains, metro
rail networks, and bus
services. This initiative
aims to simplify fare

ml] 1EduLe the gap be-
tween trains, thereby
increasing operational
efficiency while main-
taining  the highest
safety standards. The
deployment of 238 new
air-conditioned subur-
ban trains was also an-

Karnataka govt issues
draft notification on
minimum wages

u

Karnataka government
on Friday issued a draft
notification relating to
the minimum wages for
skilled and unskilled
warkers in various cate-
gories.

According to the draft
notification, those in
sanitation work will be
entitled to get a mini-
mum of Rs 989 per day
and Rs 21,251.30 per
month.

Highly skilled elec-
tricians will be entitled
for a daily wage of Rs
1,316.36 per day and Rs
34,225.42 per month.
Skilled electricians will
be entitled for a daily
wage of Rs 1,196.69 and
Rs 31,114.02 per month.

Semi-skilled elec-
tricians  will get Rs
1,087.90 per day and Rs
28,285.47 per month,
while unskilled electri-
cians will get Rs 989 a
day and Rs 25.714.07
per month.

In the foundries, the
highly skilled workers
in zone-1 will be en-
titled for Rs 1,316.36
wages per day and Rs
34,225.42 a month, in
zone-2 they will get Rs
1,196.69 a day and Rs
31,114.02 per month
and in zone 3, they
will get Rs 1087.90 a
day and Rs 28285.47
per month.

The minimum daily
wages for the unskilled
workers will be Rs 989
in zone-1, Rs 899 in
zone-2 and Rs 817.35
in zone-3.

Highly skilled
electricians will be
entitled for a daily
wage of Rs 1,316.36
per day and Rs
34,225.42 per month.
Skilled electricians will
be entitled for a daily
wage of Rs 1,196.69
and Rs 31,114.02 per
month.

In other sectors, the
minimum daily wage
for  highly  skilled
workers  will range
from Rs 1,196.69 a day
to Rs 989 whereas the
unskilled workers will
be entitled for a daily
wage ranging from Rs
743 to Rs 899.09 a day.

The All India Trade
Union Congress (Al-
TUC) has welecomed
the government’s de-

government
notification on sepa-
rate wage rates were
fixed or revised for 81
Scheduled Industries
across the State of
Karnataka under Sec-
tion 5(1) (a) and 5(1)
(b) of the Minimum
Wages Act, 1948.

In 2022-23, notifi-
cations  were issued
revising the rates for a
total of 34 Scheduled
Industries related to
various Scheduled In-
dustri in addition
to the minimum wage
prevailing during the
said period, the notifi-
cation said.

pay s and reduce
the hassle of multi-
ple ticketing systems,
thereby creating a
smoother public trans-
port ecosystem in the

Tegion.

Highlighting efforts
beyond the Mumbai
metropolitan area,

Chief Minister Fad-
navis announced the
doubling of the Gon-
dia-Ballarshah railway
line, a 240-kilome-
ter project sanctioned
with a budget of ?4.819
crore. This project is set
to improve connectivity
between the Vidarbha
and Marathwada re-
gions while also facili-
tating faster movement
of both passengers and
freight.

“This initiative will
not only link key re-
gions within Maharash-
tra but also strengthen
trade ties and connec-
tivity with neighboring
states,” Fadnavis stat-
ed. The enhanced rail
corridor is expected to
be a boon for the local
economy and will en-

Railway Network, the
lifeline of the city.
Vaishnaw  revealed
that nearly 17,000
crore will be invested
in projects that span

over 300 kilometers
courage greater region-
al integration.

Union Minister
Vaishnaw also laid out
plans for the redevelop-
ment of 132 railway sta-
tions in Maharashtra
under the Amrit Bharat
Station Sclieme, a na-
tional mission to mod-
ernize India’s railway
stations with improved
passenger  amenities
and better architectural
design.

In addition, 29 sta-
tions across the state
will see infrastructure
upgrades, including
the construction of ma-
jor and minor bridg-
es, road under-bridg-
es, and improved
platforms. These pro-
jects are aimed al en-
suring safe, efficient,
and uninterrupted rail
services across urban
and rural regions alike.

Maharashtra’s  rail-
way renaissance is fur-
ther bolstered by mega
national projects such
as the Mumbai-Ah-

medabad Bullet Train
and the Dedicated
Freight Corridors, both
of which are expected
to <lg1\1f1LdD1_lV alter the
state’s  tram:
and logistics fra
work. These high-speed
and freight-specific
lines are set to redefine
long-distance travel
and goods movement in
India, with Maharash-
tra serving as a critical
hub.

Collectively, the In-
dian Railways plans
to invest an unprec-
edented 71,73,804
crore in Maharash-
tra, underlining the
state’s pivotal role in
the national railway
network. Both leaders
emphasized that these
projects will not only
improve rail travel but
will also stimulate eco-
nomie growth, tour-
ism, and employment
across the state.

As part of its efforts
to integrate cultural
heritage into rail de-
velopment, the govern-
ment announced the
launch of special her-
itage trains, including
one dedicated to Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj,
celebrating Maharash-
tra's rich history. Fad-
navis also highlighted
the upcoming WAVES

summit, which will
further showcase the
state’s progress and

potential in infrastruc-
ture and develop-
ment,

India highlights democratic strengths and global
partnerships at 150th [PU assembly in Tashkent

Tashkent

India reaffirmed its
commitment to demo-
cratic values, accounta-
bility, and internation-
al cooperation during
the 150th Assembly of
the Inter-Parliamenta-
1y Union (IPU), held in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
In a significant address
during the special s
sion on the implementa-
tion of IPU Resolutions
and Decisions, Deputy
Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, Mr. Harivans
outlined the Indian gm’—
ernment’s  progressive
steps to enhance dem-
ocratic institutions and
safeguard  vulnerable
sections of society.

In his remarks, the
Deputy Chairman em-
phasized India’s com-
prehensive and mul-
ti-pronged approach (o
upholding accountabili-
ty and democratic resil-
ience, “Our Government
has implemented a com-
prehensive strategy to
combat abuse, exploita-
tion, trafficking, and vi-
olence against children,
signing bilateral agree-
‘ments and participating
in multilateral initiatives
to address these issues,”
he stated. He also high-
lighted India’s robust
parliamentary democra-
ey, independent judici-
ary, and the presence of
key constitutional insti-
tutions such as the Elee-
tion Commission of In-
dia and the Comptroller
and Auditor General of
India, which collectively
sustain and strengthen
the country’s democrat-
ic framework.

\
Beyond the thematic
session, Mr. Harivansh
actively participated in
the broader Assembly
proceedings  and  the
meetings of the IPU
Governing Council. The
Indian  parliamentary
delegation was led by
the Tlon'ble Speaker of
the Lok Sabha, Mr. Om
Birla, and comprised

members from
Houses of Parliament.
The central theme of the
Assembly this
Parliamentary action for
social devel and

man  Harivansh and
Speaker Om Birla on the
President of Uzbekistan,
Mr. Shavkat Mirzivoy
their  discussions,
both sides underlined
the longstanding and
deep-rooted  ties
tween India and Uzbel
stan, reaffirming mutual
interest in strengthen-
ing bilateral cooperation
across political, econom-
ic, and cultural domain
Tt was recalled that T
dia was among the first
countries to recognize
Tokalitnn? .

justice, drawing atten-
tion to the critical role
of legislative bodies in
driving inclusive growth
d[ld upholding social eg-

Dunng the five-day
visit  to  Uzbekistan,
the Indmn delegdhon

engaged in a series
of high-level bilater-
al meetings, fostering

closer ties with glob-
al counterparts. A key
highlight of the visit was
the joint courtesy call
made by Deputy Chair-

s sovereignty
following its independ-
ence, establishing for-
mal diplomatic relations
on March 18, 1992.

In line with India’s
continued  diplomatic
outreach, the Speaker
and Deputy Chairman
also held Dilateral en-
gagements with parlia-
mentary leaders and
dEJEgdtl()ﬂb from Arme-
nia, Kazakhstan, and
Uzbekistan, among oth-
ers. These discussions
provided a platform for
exchanging perspectives

on matters of mutual
interest and furthering
parliamentary diploma-
cy.

In a gesture of respect
and remembrance, the
Indian delegation visited
the memorial of former
Indian Prime Minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri in
Tashkent, paying tribute
to his legacy and histor-
ical association with the

city.

On the sidelines of the
Assembly, Deputy Chair-
man Iarivansh also took
part in several commu-
nity engagement events.
Addressing  members
of the Indian diaspora
and students at Samar-
kand State University,
he highlighted the piv-
otal role of the Indian
community in fostering
bilateral understanding
and cultural exchange.
“The  people-to-people
connect remains at the
heart of our enduring
relationship and educa-
tion plays a pivotal role
in strengthening this
bond,” he remarked. Tle
lauded the establish-
ment of ‘India Study
Centres’ in 15 universi-
ties across Uzbekistan
as a reflection of India’s
commitment to  pro-
moting its rich heritage,
languages, and culture
internationally.

India’s active engage-
ment at the 150th TPU
Assembly reinforced its
unwavering — commit-
ment to democratic
values, inclusive gov-
ernance, and construc-
tive global dialogue
through parliamentary
diplomacy.

Nadda launches Ayushman Bharat scheme in Odisha sets Bengal as next target

Cuttack (Odisha)
Union Health Minister
J P Nadda on Friday
launched the Ayushman
Bharat Yojana in Odis-
ha, and expressed hope
that the central health
insurance scheme will
soon be implemented in
neighbouring West Ben-
gal - the only state where
it is still not in foree.

The Ayushman Bharat
scheme was implement-
ed in Odisha 10 months
afler the BJP came to
power in the state, while
assembly elections are

4 & Prinfed by Pravest Adtre an bebalf of TOF STDSY W1
MwrIten Bermion o the publirr s probbises

due in West Bengal,
currently ruled by the
Trinamool Congress, in
2026.

Asgerting that the BJP
government has fulfilled
its promises given to the
people of Odisha, Na-
dda said the TMC gov-
ernment in West Ben-
gal continued to reject
the Centre’s appeal to
implement  Ayushman
Bharat scheme. “Time
has now come for lotus
1o bloom there (WB)
and Ayushman will be
implemented,” he said.

RV, LIDL and Frinted 2t

jising: 01 N-4241763; QRIS

“There were three
states - Odisha, Delhi
and West Bengal - where
the Ayushman Bharat
scheme was not imple-
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mented. Iowever, the
scheme came into op-
eration in Odisha and
Delhi after the change
of government in these

states. The people of
Bengal will also get the
facility and the BJP is
committed to provide
this health scheme to all
the citizens of India,” he

said.

Nadda claimed that
the state governments
which put hardles before
implementation of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s welfare schemes
have paid a price.

“The people have re-
jected the governments
in Odisha and also in
Delhi,” he said.

The BJP in February
refurned to power in
Delhi after more than
26 years defeating the
Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party with a two-
thirds majority.

Nadda recalled how
he, a Union health
minister, had appealed
to both Naveen Patnaik
and  Aravind Kejriwal,
erstwhile CMs of Odisha
and Delhi respectively,
to implement the Ayush-
man Bharal scheme but
got rejected.

Agency
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National
Conference
moves SC
against
Wagf Act

Srinagar
Jammu and Kashmir's
ruling National Confer-
ence (NC) on Friday said
it has filed a petition
in the Supreme Court
challenging the recent
amendments  to  the
Wagf Act.

The party first an-
nounced its decision to
challenge the Act, which
it termed a constitution-
ally “alarming interfer-
ence” in the religious
affairs of the Muslim
communily, on Wednes-

ay.

The same day, Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
defended protests by NC
MLAs in the legislative
assembly against the Act,
saying the law had hurt
the sentiments of the
majority of the people in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“On the directions of
Party President Dr. Fa-
rooq Abdullah, and in
the interest of the mi-
norities of India, JKNC
has challenged the Wagf
Amendment Act in the
Supreme Court. Our
MLAs @arjunsinghraju,
@AdvReyazkhan & 1Hi-
lal Lone have filed a writ
petition today seeking
justice,” the NC said in a
post on X on Friday.

The Wagf (Amend-
ment) Bill was passed
by Parliament on April 4
after marathon debates
in both Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha.
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9518199041

T. Razie Rahman D/O SH. M
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Colony East DR. Mukhierice Nagar
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Natice i herchy given that iny
client, Susits Wio Vinod Pal is
purchasing a poperty hearing Front
Side, Third Floor: with Roof Rights.
ares messuring 35 square yards,
Gut of Plat No. 1, tatal measuring
L0666 pquare yards, situated in
Ehasea No. 233 and 234, Village
Nawada, in o colony known as Vipin.
Girden Extenion. North. Block,
Uttam Nagar, New Delhi - £10059.
The ownership of the suid property
s in the nume of Mr. Gulshin Kumir
Slo Om. Padash, and the samo
was transferred in his favor by Mr.
Rohiash through GPA. Agrecment 10
Sell. and Will, ofl dated 5103 2014,
I anybody lhas any  objection
regurding e snid propety, its
ownenhip, title, sale. mortgage. or
any ltigation concoming it. they
are hereby roquested 1o infom the
undersigied o writing within 7
days from the date of publisation
of thiv matice. Failing which. he
property shall be deemed freo from
all encumbringes, uid no objections
Wil be entertained thereafier.
YASHPAL JOLLY
Advoeate
Enrollment No.: 1)
Chumber No. 267, Wes
IkHuxun(mlm Deti 110051
Mab: 94714264

PUBLIC NOTICE

1t is For general imformation that my.
oliénts Shri Chnchun Cliadhary
Slo Late Shri Bhola Chandhpsy
Devi Wio

and Smt Chanchals
Cliwehun - Chandhary,

(Biliar), dostare i
and debar herr sans Krishna Kumar
and Keshaow Kumar, alony with his
wifee Shivongl Pandey md all their
ahilden, from all their movable
and immovable praperty and sever
all refations with (hem due to their
disobedient and quarrelkome nature
Lowairds iy lients, Anybody. who
deals wilh them is wolely respensible
for the sonsequences. O clicats do
1ot have any responsibility towards
hemn For any ef their acts, deeds, ot
cnmissions. whether criminal oc eivil,
against or in fevor of them,
Baliram Starma
Advacate
Ch No. 606, Dwarka District
Court, New Delhi,
Mob: 9868446163
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Over 600 residents
fall 1ll due to water
contamination in
Ajnara Homes society
Noida
‘Amajor health congern has
emerged in Ajnara Homes
Society, where more than
600 residents have report-
edly fallen i1l due to the sup-
ply of contaminated drink-
ing water. Residents are suf-
fering from stomach ache,
vomiting, and diarrhea, al-
legedly caused by unclean
underground water tanks.
Chandan Sinha, president
of the society’s Apartment
Owners Association (AQA),
stated that the issue has per-
sisted for several days and
the condition of affected res-
idents is serfous, with many
requiring hospitalisation.
"The contamination has
forced people to stop using
the supplied water alto-
gether. Many are now rely-
ing on bottled water, while
others are boiling the sup-
plied water multiple times to
make it safe for consump-
tion,” said Sinha.
Residents allege that the
socety's failed

[ TOP STORY, e, Sammoas 12, Ava 2025

CM Gupta reviews key civic issues:
focus on traffic, safety, and shelter homes

B The meeting witnessed participation from key ministers and senior officials from
various departments, with the Chief Minister urging swift and result-oriented action.

Staff Repnner

Rekha  Gupta

chaired a high-lev-

el review meeting
in the capital on Thursday,
addressing critical civic chal-
lenges, including traffic
management, dark spots,
shelter homes, and public
safety. The meeting wit-
nessed participation from
key ministers and senior of-
ficials from various depart-
ments, with the Chief Min-
ister urging swift and re-
sult-oriented action.

As part of the compre-
hensive plan to enhance
citywide safety, the govern-
ment will Muminate 4,000
identified dark spots, par-
ticularly to safeguard
women and children. CM
(mpld Tas also ordered the
ion of 233 traffic

to clean the water tanks in
time, and only initiated the
cleaning process after alarge
number of complaints and
reported illnesses. According
to sources, out of the total
underground tanks, only
four have been cleaned so
far.

Clean water is being sup-
plied to the towerslinked to
the cleaned tanks. However,
residents in the remaining
towers are still receiving
contaminated water and
continue to face severe in-
converience,

The slow pace of the
cleaning work has drawn
sharp ariticism from the res-
idents, who are demanding
wigent intervention and a
complete overhaul of the
water supply system to en-
sure health and safety in
the society.

Delhi Congress
demands action
against schools
hiking fees

Staff Reporter
New Dellii

Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee president De-
vender Yadav here on Friday
demanded ‘strong” action
against schools who have
hiked fees arbitrarily.

Yaday demanded strong
action against schools like
DPS Dwarka, who have
hiked fees arbitrarily with
the Delhi government keep-
ing quiet even when parents
ofstudents staged a protest
against the unauthorised
fee hike.

Hesaid that it was shock-
ing to learn that tensions es-

choke points across Delhi,
directing relevant depart-
ments o work in coordina-
tion for improved traffic
flow.

To improve living stan-
dards for the homeless, the
Chief Minister has instruct-

ed District Magistrates and
Sub-Divisional Magistrates

cially in anticipation of the
Season.

to carry out regular inspec-
tions of shelter homes, The
Delhi Police will monitor
these shelters to ensure se-
curity and verify the identi~
ties of residents, thereby
preventing misuse of the
facilities. Addressing the is-
sue of waterlogging, the gov-
ernment has identified 445
valnerable sites across the
city. CM Gupta has man-
dated that these sites be re-
solved within 15days, espe-

Women CM LoP reflect
changing educational
landscape: Delhi LG

New Delhi

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena on Friday said
the increasing participation
of women in higher ednea-
tion reflects the changing
educational and political
landscape of the country,
citing the example of Delhi
being led by women as both
the chief minister and the
leader of opposition.

Addressing the 17th con-
vocation ceremony of Guriy
Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University (GGSIPU), Sax-
ena said, "The time has
passed when teachers used
to hold exams and teach
vow. Now, time itselfis your
teacher.

"The larger share of
women receiving degrees,

arhu]]cu]y doctorate de-
grees, isasheerindicator of
the shifting educational
landscape. It is special in the
context of Delhi where we
haye a woman as the chief
minister (Rekha Gupta) as
well as the LoP (Atishi)."

Saxena also said that
higher education remains
a top priority and a budget-
ary provision of Rs 500
crore has been made for a

calated after clai

thatstudents were detained
in the school library and
denied entry to classrooms,
though the government has
not taken any strong action
against the school nor the
school has reacted to the
alleged incident.

Yadav said that it seems a
pointless exercise that the
Delhi education minister
h Yy .

proposed ed 1 hub at
Narela in this year's budget.

Delivering the presiden-
tial address, Saxena em-
phasised that graduating
students now bear the re-
sponsibility of the society
and the nation.

"You must remain sensi-
tive to the world around
you. Education that does
not bring happiness to
‘s life is of no real

headed by the sub-division-
al magistrate of each district
and consistingof tehsildars
and account officials, to do
audit checks on all private
schools across the capital
and an investigation led by
the District Magistrate of
Dwarlka to launch action
against Delhi Public School,
Dwarka, over “unregulat-
ed" fee hikes, vet some
schools keep hiking fees
which indicates that schools
have the blessings of the
BJP government to increase
the tuition fees without per-
mission.

He said that it was total-
Iyillegal and unjustified that
stuclents. including those
preparing for erucial dass 10
exams, were not allowed to
attend regular classes, rais-
ing serions concerns over the
students' mental and aca-
demic well-being.

value. The teaching of hu-
man values cannot be con-
fined to books," he said.

History is witness to the
fact that a single individual
can bring about global
change, he added, assuring
that Delhi is now in safe
hands.

Atotal of 24,456 degrees
were conferred at the cere-
mony, including 2,624 post-
graduate, 20,739 under-
graduate, 12 MPhil, 110
PhD, 483 MBBS, and 488
MD, MS and Ayurveda
Vachaspati degrees.

Seventy-four students
were awarded gold medals.
‘Among the PhD recipients,
75 were women compared
to 35 men, while 49 out of
the 73 medal winners were
also women.

The university also con-
ferred special medals upon
women students.

The Dr B P Joshi Memo-
rial gold medal was award-
ed to Riya Dua, the Sid-
dharth Khitoliya award to
Muskan Gupta, and the
Ashok Sahni and Suman
Sahni avards for excellence
in technology and medicine
to Pooja Sukheja and Hi-
mani Tomar, respectively.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta urged the students to
think beyond personal goals
and contribute to nation-
building,

"The development of the
country is not just the re-
sponsibility of governments,
but also of its citizens. Each
of us should identifya role,
big or small, which we can
play in the service of the na-
tion," she said.

Reiterating that improv-
ing Delhi's education system
remainsa tap priority, Gup-
ta said collective participa-
tion is key to achieving the
goal of a developed Delhi
and a developed India.

She also praised Saxena
for his leadership during
challenging times in the
capital.

"He (Saxena) held Delhi
when it was struggling and
stood up for the rights of the
city. He has worked not only
foragood education system,
but also for a clean and
beantiful Delhi.” Gupta said.

Speaking an the occasion,
Education Minister Ashish
Sood emphasised the need
for socially responsible
youth.

"Whether you beconie a
dnctm engineer ora lawyer,
your first duty is to be are-
sponsible citizen. We need a
generation that not only
questions, but also offers
solutions,"” Sood said.

Students should leverage
sustainability and Artificial
Intelligence (Al) to trans-
form the nation, and the
process of learning must
never stop, he added.

Noting the university's
progress over the past 25
years, GGSIPU Vice-Chan-
cellor Mahesh Verma said,
"GGSIPU is more than an
academic institution — it is
now a movement of em-
powerment and inspira-
tion."

Verma also announced
the establishment of an In-
dian Knowledge Centre at
GGSIPU, and said the uni-
versity has signed nearly
100 MoUs, including 40 in-
ternational collaborations.

l'unhur strengthening the
erime investigation
mpﬂmt\' CM Gupta an-
nounced plans to upgrade
the Forensic Science Labo-
ratoy, including filling ex-
isting vacancies to expedite
case resolution.

n an effort to combat air
pollution, the government is
preparing to launch a crack-
down on polluting vehicles,
with particular focus on out-
dated diesel and petrol ve-

hicles. Additionally, the
Chief Minister announced
the formation of Jan Sami-
tis—citizen feedback com-
mittees at police stations
and distriet levels—to facil-
itate better communication
between the government
and the public,

“We must go beyond pa-
perwork and deliver visible
results,” said CM Gupta,
stressing the urgency of ac-
tion over procedural delays.
She tied the city's develop-
ment initiatives to Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's
broader vision of a devel-
oped India by 2047.

The meeting also focused
on improving public infra-
structure, with the CM di-
recting authorities to repair
non-furietional sireetlights,
enhance public lighting in
vulnerable areas, and en-
sure seamless mobile con-
nectivity to prevent erime
and improve public safety.

Reaffirming her govern-
ment’s commitment to the
dignity of all citizens, espe-
cially the homeless, CM
Gupta emphasized that
ter homes must offer more
than just accommodation.
“They must provide nutri-
tious food, proper sanita-
tion, and a secure environ-
ment,” she stated.

The meeting conclnded
with a clear directive to all
departmentsto act prompt-
lyand collaboratively in re-
solving civic challenges, The
government reaffirmed its
mission to create a safer,
cleaner, and more efficient
Delhi through transparent
governance and citizen par-
ticipation.

Four drug smugglers
arrested in Delhi; heroin
worth over X7 crores seized

Rakesh Rawat

New Delhi
In a major crackdown un-
der the Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan, the Narcotics
Squad of the North-West
District, Delhi Police. has
arrested four drug snmg-~
glers und seized over 1kg of
heroin valued at more than
%7 crore.

The accused have been
identified as Pawan alias
Kalu, Paras alias Bunny,
Ishmat Tara, and Meena
alias Samira. Along with
the narcotics, officials also
recovered over $30,000 in
cash and a scooty alleged-
Iv used for drug distribu-
tion.

Acting on a tip-off, a po-
lice team was formed un-
der the supervision of In-
spector Madan Mohan and
ACP Ranjit Dhaka. The
team deployed both man-
il surveillance and tech-
nical analysis to track the
suspects.

The operation began
with the arrest of Meena
alias Samira in the Ja-
hangirpuri area, where po-
lice recovered 27.67 grams
of heroin. Further leads
led to the arrest of Paras
and Ishmat Tara in
Sangam Vihar, with 70
grams and 100 grams of
heroin seized from them

PWD minister approves X183 Cr flyover
project at Civil Lines to ease traffic congestion

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
In a major step towards
improving traffic flow in
the national capital, the
Public Works Department
(PWD) Minister has ap-
proved a 183 crore fly-
over project near the Civil
Lines Trauma Centre and
DRDO,
House T-Junction in North
Delhi.

The project, aimed at de-
congesting one of the
busiest intersections on the
Outer Ring Road, will in-
volve the construction ofa
six-lane, 680-meter-long
flvover, Once completed, it
is expected to significantly
reduce travel time, elimi-
nate long queues, and
streamline vehicle move-
ment in the area.

PWD Minister Parvesh
Sahib Singh emphasized
the project’s alignment with

Delhi hit with sudden
dust storm and rain
trees uprooted in
many parts

New Delhi
Strong dust storms and
gusty winds followed by
rain hit the national cap-
ital on Friday evening,
causing trees to be up-
rooted in several parts of
Delhi-NCR.

The national capital
saw a sudden change in
weather in the evening.
with sharp temperature
drops at weather stations.
At Palam, the tempera-
ture dropped by 10 de-
grees Celsius and at Saf-
darjung weather station,
the mercury dipped by 7
degrees Celsius due to the
dust starm, the weather
office said.

Civic bodies have re-
ceived more than 20 calls
on uprooted trees in sev-
eral parts. including Fer-
oz Shah Road, Ashoka
Road, Mandi House, and
Connaught Place, and it
led to traffic congestion.

Thunderstorms led to
power disruptions in sev-
eral parts of the city, pri-
marily due to trees and
branches falling on elec-
tricity cables. An electric
pole has also fallen at

1TO.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD)
has issued an orange
alert, which indicates that
residents should "be pr
pared” and "take action"
as per its colour-coded
advisory.

at the Metealf

the Prime Minister's vision
of world-class infrastruc-
ture and improved urban
mobility. “This flyover will
not only benefit local resi-
dents but also enhance in-
terstate connectivity to
northern states like Hi-
machal Pradesh and Pun-
jab," he said.

Traffic snarls at the Met-
calf House T-Junction have

long plagued commuters
due to prolonged signal cy-
cles and intersecting traffic
streams, often causing
backups towards nearby
bridges. Frequent com-
plaints led to multiple in-
spections by the PWD and
Delhi Traffic Police, culmi-
nating ina high-level meet-
ing that identified the ur-
gent need for intervention.

The upcoming flyover is
designed to remove signal-
ized intersections and en-
able uninterrupted fow of
traffic. Additionally, the
roject includes widening of
existing roads, construc-
tion of pedestrian footpaths
for safety, dedicated U-turn
provisions for local traffic,
and a new stormwater
drainage system to tackle
waterlogging during mon-
S00mS.

PWD officials assured
that the project would be
executed efficiently with
minimal disruption. Coor-
dination with Delhi Traffic
Police will ensure effective
traffic management during
the construction phase.
Once operational, the fly-
over is expected to greatly
improve emergency access
to nearby hospitals and
contribute to overall road
safety in the region.

MCD to elect new mayor and deputy mayor
on April 25 nominations open from April 15

New Defhi
The race for the post of
New Delhi mayor has offi-
cially begun with the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Del-
hi (MCD) announcing
April 25 as the date for
the mayoral polls.

With several AAP coun-
cillors defecting over the
past few months, the BIP’s
strength in the MCD has
risen to 119.

Both MPs and MLAs
nominated to the MCD are
eligible to votein the elee-
tions for the posts of may-
orand deputy mayor.

According to a notice is-
sued by the MCD Secre-
tary's Office on Friday, the
corporation will hold its
ordinary meeting on April
25, during which the elec-
tions for mayor and deputy
mayor will be conducted at
2pm.

Nominations will begin
on April 15 and close on
April 21 at 5 pm. Candi-
dates may withdraw their
nominations at any time
before the election.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) had won control of
the MCD in the 2022 civic
polls, bagging 134 of the
250 wards, while the BJP
secured 104. However, on
February 15 this year, three
AAP councillors joined the
BJP, making it the single-
largest party in the House.

Names of several BEIP
councillors, including
Leader of Opposition Raja

F

Iqui Singh, Keshavpuram

zonal committee chairman
Yogesh Verma, and Shah-
dara south zonal commit-
tee member Sandeep
Kapoor, are being dis-
cussed as the potential
mayoral candidates, party
leaders said.

The BJP swept all seven
Lok Sabha seats in Delhiin
the 2024 general elections.

Its prospects received a
further boost after the Del-
hi Assembly Speaker nom-
inated 14 MLAs - 11 from
the BJP and three from
AAP - to the MCD.

AAP leaders said the
party is also preparing its
strategy for the mayoral
election and will field a

mustelect one of its mem-
bers as mayor and another
as deputy mayor during
its first meeting each year.

The Act also mandates
that the mayor's post be re-
served for a woman in the
first yeat and for a Sched-
uled Caste member in the
third year.

PUBLIC NOTICE

respectively.

The biggest recovery
came with the arrest of
Pawan alias Kalu, who was
cauglit with 998.7 grams of
heroin hidden in the trunk
of his scoaty.

The total haul exceeds 1
kg of herpin, with an esti-
mated street value of over
%7 crore. Authorities said
the investigation is ongoing
and further arrests are not
ruled out.

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT MRS, PARVINDER
KAUR OWNER FIRST FLODR
WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS OF
BUILT UP PROPERTY BEARING
NO. 238, AREA MEASURING
1305Q, YDS ITSROOF RIGHTS,
(ADJOIN 60+705Q. YDS), OUT
OF KHASRA NO. 32/34 SITUAT-
ED IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE
KHYALA DELHI STATE COLONY
KNOWN AS KANHAIYA PARK
PRESENTLY KNOWN AS
CHAND NAGAR NEW DELHI-
110018 THROUGH REGIS-
TERED SALE DEED DATED
23.05.2023 EXECLITED BY MR.
AMRIK SINGH 5/0 MR. SUCHA
SINGH VIDE REG. NO.6721 AT
SR-11 DELHI. THE ABOVE-MEN-
TIONED PROPERTY IS GOING
TO BE MORTGAGE WITH FED-
BANK FINANCIAL SERVICES
LIMITED. IF ANY PERSON/
BANK/ FINANCIAL INSTITU-
TION HAVING ANY CLAIM /
RIGHT, LIEN, ANY OBJECTION
WHATSOEVER IN REGARD TO
THE ABOVE PROPERTY,
SHOULD NOTIFIED TO THE UN-
DERSIGNED/ADV. VISHAL
MEHAN, E-713, KARKAR-
DOOMA COURT, DELHI-
110092 ALONG WITH DOCU-
MENTARY EVIDENCE UNDER
ADDRESS THROUGH REGIS-
TERED WITHIN 7 DAYS FROM
THE DATE OF PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE FAILING WHICH
ANY CLAIM, LIEN OR OBJEC-
TION SHALL BE DEEMED TO
HAVE BEEN WAIVED!

VISHAL MEHAN,

£-713, KARKARDOOVA-
COURT, DELHI -110092

General Public is hereby in-
formed that my clients Sh. Vi-
jay Shankar Gupta s/o Hari
shankar and his wife Sawvitri
Guipta, both Rfo H.no E-352A
Streetno’S Jagjit Nagar, Ghon-
da, North Delhi-110053 have
served all their relations with
their daughter Roshini Gupta
as she married to. Manish with
her own wishes without par-
ents permission. Both of my
above named clients have also
disowned and debarred her
sald daughter from all their
movable and immovable prop-
erties. Anybody dealing with
Roshini Guptaand her hus-
band Manish will do so at
his/her/their own risk and re-
sponsibilities and my clients
will not be responsible for any.
act, deed or dealing done by
Roshini Gupta and Manish.
SC&A LEGAL SOLUTIONS LLP
(Advocates & Legal Consult-
ants)

Office : G.F 9/26, Bazar Gali,
Vishwas Nagar, Shahdara Del-
hi-110032

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(RAILWAY BOARD)
NEW DELHI - 110001
E-TENDER No. 2025RSI1742TC
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suitable candidate, adding
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ton Act. 1957 (amended in
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Kashi’s remarkable transformation symbolizes
blend of heritage and modernity: CM Yogi

B Yogi Adityanath said, “This is the same Kashi once known for its narrow lanes and traffic congestion. Today, it stands

tall as a symbol of modern development that seamlessly blends with its ancient spiritual and cultural heritage.

1
er Yogl
Adityvanath ~ on
Thursday extended
his heartfelt grati-
tude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for visiting
his parliamentary con-
stituency, Kashi, for the first
time since the successful or-
ganization of the Ma-
hakumbh. Speaking during
the Prime Minister’s visit,
the Chief Minister landed
the transformation of Kashi
over the past 11 years, at-
tribitting it to the visionary
leadership and consistent
efforts of the Prime Minister.
Highlighting the dramat-
ic changes witnessed in the
ancient city, Yogi Adityanath
said, “This is the same Kashi
once known for its narrow
lanes and traffic congestion.
Today, it stands tall as a
symbol of modern develop-

its institutions were onee in
a state of disarray. However,
the past decade has seenan
investment of more than
50,000 crore in develop-
mental projects focused on
healtheare, tourism, infra-
structure, and connectivity.
As part of the Prime IN’Imu.—

ment that ly blends
with its ancient spiritual and
cultural heritage. Devotees
from across the nation are
now eager to witness the
splendor of the new, rejuve-
nated Kashi.”

The Chief Minister noted
that while Kashi has histor-
ically been a seat of learming,

ter's current visit,
stones were laid and various
projects worth nearly ¥4,000
crare were inaugurated.
Tomark the occasion, CM
Yogi welcomed the Prime
Minister with an Angavastra
depicting Radha-Krishna's
divine leelas and presented
him with a handerafted Ka-

CM Mann makes history:
SC Community shines in
Law Officer appointments

-Chandig arh

In a landmark move aimed
at ensuring greater repre-
sentation for the Scheduled
Caste (SC) community, the
Punjab Cabinet led by Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann has approved the
promulgation of an ordi-
nance to provide adequate
representation of SC mem-
bers in the contractual ap-
pointmentof law officers in
the state.

The deciion was taken ata
meeting of the Council of
Ministers held under the
chairmanship of the Chief
Minister at his official resi-

cant decision, the
Cabinet also ap-
proved a One-Time
Relaxation (OTR)
policy for the allot-
tees of Improve-
ment Trusts in the
state. This policy
pertains to the
waiver of non-con-
struction fees and
outstanding allot-
ment amounts, pro-
viding substantial

dence today. A spok
from the Chief Minister’s
Office said that the Cabinet

relief by eliminati
penal interest for

biis given the green izttt affected allottees.
dmendﬂm Punjab Law Of- rently has 154 blocks, but
fic 1 ACL 2017, ities in their delin-

The amendment will relax
the income criteria for con-
tractual engagement of law
officers from the SC com-
munity in the Advocate Gen-
eral’s Office, Punjab. This
move aims to create a more
inclusive legal system by ad-
dressing long-standing rep-
resentation imbalances,
Inanother significant de-
cision, the Cabinet also ap-
proved a One-Time Relax-
ation (OTR) policy for the al-
lottees of Improvement
Trustsin the state. Thispol-
iey pertains to the waiver of
non-construction fees and
outstanding  allotment
amounts, providing sub-
stantial relief by eliminating

eation have been causing
administrative challenges.
The realignment is expected.
to ensure smoother gover-
nance and improved public
service delivery.

Ina decision that will sig-
nificantly impact the medical
education sector, the Cabinet
has approved the enhance-
ment of the retirement age
fordoctors and proféssors in
government medical col-
leges from 62 to 65 vears.
This is expected to ensure
continuity in the delivery of
quality medical education
and benefit students across
the state,

Further addressing the
shortage of medical profes-

mal Chatra, a traditional
umbrella made from
Varanasi’s Gl-tagged wood-
craft, symbolizing the city's
rich artisanal legacy.

1In his address, the Chief
Minister also scored

a
and the rejuvenated Baba
Vishwanath shrine.

“The unmiatched success
of the Mahakumbh was are-
flection of the Prime Minis
ter's unwavering commit-
ment to i safety,

the importance of the Prime
Minister’s visit, coming after
the BJP's recent electoral
vactones in Haryana, Ma-

and cultural rejuvenatios
Yogi Adityanath said. He
credited projects like Na-
mami Gange for restoring

hitra, and Delhi, as well
as the grand hosting of the
Mahakumbh. He highlight-
ed that over 3 crore devotees
from India and abroad par-
ticipated in the 45-day reli-
gious event, all drawn to the
transformed visage of Kashi

th ity of the holy rivers,
enhancing the spiritual ex-
perience for millions of pil-
grims. “Every devotee who
took a dip at the confluence
of the Ganga, Yamuna, and
Saraswati felt a deep sense of
spiritual fulfillment —ates-

tament to the Prime ‘\A[uns-
ter’s transformative vision.”

He further praised the
Priine Minister's efforts to
promote local heritage and
industries, noting that Kashi
and its adjoining districts
now boast the highest num-
ber of Geographical Indica-
tion (GI) tags in the country.
On this visit, the Prime Min-
ister also awarded certifi-
cates for 21 new GI tags, a
significant step toward em-
powering local artisans and
giving global recognition to
their unique crafts.

On the social welfare front,
the Chief Minister empha-
sized the impact of schemes
like Ayushman Bharat,
which he called a milestone
in aceessible healthcare, Over
50 crore people nationwide,
including more than 10 arore
in Uttar Pradesh, have ben-
efitted from the scheme. He
also highlighted the Vaya
Vandana Yojana, which pro-
vides free health coverage
of T35 lakh to senior citizens
above 70. In Kashi alone,
more than 50,000 elderly
citizens have received health
cards under the program.

The Chief Minister also
praised the Banas Dairy ini-

tiative, calling it a game-

Global city to be a
milestone in Haryana'’s
development: CM Saini

temperaturesin Global City
compared to the rest of Gu-
rugram.,

In terms of connectivity,
Global City will enjoy strate-
gie access to key transit
points: 30 mimites from
Delhi i

changer in linking local farme == =

ersand livestock rearers with Komal Ramola
nient. Chandigarh

The Prime ’V].lmﬂer distrib- Haryana Chief Minister

utedbonus paymentstocat-  Nayab Singh Sainion Friday

e h d that the upcom-

recognizing their role in the ing Global City project in

region’s agricultural and  Gurugram will be developed

dairy success.

“In every sphere — be it
tourism, education, health-
care, connectivity, or the up-
liftment of farmers and arti-
sans — these initiatives have
reshaped the destiny of
Kashi, " Yogzi Adityanath said.
“On behalf of the people of
Kashi and the entire state. [
extend my heartfelt grati-
tude to the Prime Minister
for these visionary schemes
that have brought about a
new era of development in
his very own Kashi.”

Joining the Prime Minis-
ter and Chief Minister on
the occasion were Uttar
Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel, Deputy
Chief Ministers Keshay
Prasad Maurya and Brajesh
Pathak, Gujarat Assembly
Speaker Shankar Bhai
Chaudhary, and BJP State
President Chaudhary Bhu-
pendra Singh.

Making Haryana drug-free key to realise PM's
'Swachh Bharat Swasth Bharat' vision: CM Saini

Chandig;

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Friday
saidl making the state drug-
free is a part of the commit-
ment to realise Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's vi-
sion of "Swachh Bharat,
Swasth Bharat, Sashakt
Bharat".

Toachieve this, the youth,
parents and social organisa-
tions must come together
and fight against drug abuse
alongside the government,
Saini told a gathering after
flagging off the 'Drug-free
Haryana Cydothon 2.0' from
the sports complex in Farid-
abad.

"The Cyclothon 2.0 is
moving forward with this
very goal in mind — to pro-
tect every household and
family from the menace of
drugs and make the entire
state drug-free,” Saini said.

The cyclothon is pro-
gressing with a meaningful
message, and the enthusi-
asm among the youth in
every village and city is a
clear proof that this cam-
paign is playing a signifi-
cant role in spreading aware-
ness about staying away
from drugs, the chief minis-
ter said.

"A similar eyclothon was
organised for 25 days across
the state in 2023, Encour-
aged by its overwhelming

Man arrested for placing meat
inside Agra's Jama Masjid

Lucknow/Agra (UP)
A person was arrested on
Friday for allegedly placing
a piece of animal flesh at
Jama Masjid in Agra, a po-
lice official said.

The accused has been
identified as Nazruddin, a
resident of Teela Nandram
locality in the city.

The police questioned
the accused to determine
his intention behind the
act, but the officials didn't
share the interrogation de-
tails with the mediaper-
sons,

However, Agra Addi-
tional Police Commission-
er (ACP) Sanjeev Tyagi
said, "Action will be taken
against the-accused under
NSA (National Security
Act)."

The ACP also said that
they are determining if
morepeople are involved in
the alleged eriminal act.

Earlier in the day, Agra
Police Commissionerate
posted on X, "Today on
11.04.25, on the incident of
findinga piece of (animal)
flesh in the mosque under
the jurisdiction of Mantola

penal interest for affected al-
lottees,

The Cabinet also gave its
consentto the reorganisation
and mlmnuhsanon of the

1

sionals in g hos-
pitals, the Cabinet has also
consented to the annual,
need-based hiring of spe-
cialist doctors after thei

This slep is unmded 0 en-
hance geographical and ad-
ministrative efficiency. cost
optimization, and legisla-
tive synergy. Punjab cur-

Theinitiative
aims to strengthen health-
care infrastructure and pro-
vide ummemlpled medical
services in the larger public
interest.

Police Station, the police
teams formed took prompt
action with the help of
CCTV efe., and the accused
has been arrested.”

Giving the arrest details,
DCP (City) Sonam Kumar
said that upon receiving
the information about the
incident at around 7.30

am, they checked CCTV
footage and found that a
person was keeping a pack-
et containing the meat in-
side the mosque late on
Thursday night and then
going away.

Thereafter, 100 police
personnel were pressed
into action, Kumar told re-
porters and added that the
mieat has been sent for test-
inginalaboratory.

The DCP (City) further
said that during the inves-
tigation, they learned that
a scooty was used to bring
the packet to the mosque.

The scooty was tracked,
and police reached the shop
from where the meat was
bought, Kumar added.

The shopkeeper was in-
terrogated, which led police
to Nazruddin.

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused,
and he is currently in jail,
police said.

Meanwhile, after the Fri-
day prayers in the Jama
Masjid, some people creat-
ed a ruckus and started de-
manding death penalty for
theaccused.

Palice resorted to mild
force to disperse the ones
who created the distur-
bance.

suceess, Cyclothon 2.0 is
now being held." an official
quoted Saini as saying.

"As we move forward with
the resolution of 'Viksit
Haryana--Viksit Bharat', we
must confront every situa-
tion that holds the society
back. Substance abuse leads
our youth towards darkness,
To eliminate this darkness,
the government has
launched this awareness
campaign,” the chief minis-
ter said.

Cyclothon 2.0 isbeing or-
ganised from April 5 to April
27. It commenced from His-
arand will conclude in Sirsa
on April 27. Sinee April 5, the
eyclothon has passed
through Bhiwani, Charkhi
Dadri, Narnaul, Rewari and
Palwal before reaching
Faridabad on Friday.

Thousands of people from
across the state have regis-
tered for the anti-drug cam-
paign to help spread its mes-
sage, Saini said.

"The cyclothon reflects
ourcollective resolve to fight
the menace of drugs with
wisdom, unity and aware-
ness," he added.

Saini also administered
an oath to the youth, urging
them to pledge that they
would never indulge in any
form of substance abuse and
motivate others to stay away
from drugs.

in line with international
standards and will serve as
a major milestone in the
state’s development jour-
ney.

Chairing a meeting with
leading investors at the proj-
ect site, the Chief Minister
emphasized that the Global
City project, with an esti-
mated investment of over 1
lakh crore, is poised to trans-
form the region. The initia-
tive is expected to benefit
nearly 16 lakh people and
generate approximately five
lakh employment opportu-
nifies.

Spread across 1,000 acres,
Global City will feature a
mixed-use land develop-

l Airport,
20 minutes from the railway
station and Inland Con-
tainer Depot (ICD), and just
10 minutes from both the
heliport and Multimodal
Transit Hub.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis informed to public in gen-
eral that the Property/Plot No,
26, measuring 200 sq,mtr.,
Block-A, Sector- P-04, Greater
Noida, District- Gautam Budh
Nagar, owned by Sh, Anil u-
mar Singh /o Sh. Rishipal
Singh, R/o Village- Hartauli,
Post- Naithala Hasanpur, Dis-
trict- Bulandshahr, U.P., has
been acquired from Sh. Rat-
nakar Verma S/o Sh. Kamta
Prasad Verma, Rfo 5D-260,
Shastri Nagar, Ghaziabad, vide
Sale Deed No.29063 dated
27.10:2016. The Originat Allot-
ment Letter dated 19.02.2000,
Lease Deed No.530 dated
10,02.2004, Possession Letter
dater] 10.02.2004 and Affidavit

dated

ment model, thhded|mr_ed of sh. Anil Kumar Singh and
: Transfer
1o -
B eetal hocoitality i od. | | 25102016, of the said praper-
el s e The- ty has lost somewhere and the

Chief Minister stated that
Phase 1 of the project, cov-
ering 587 acres at an in-
vestment of 940 crore, is
slated for completion by the
end of next year.

To ensure a sustainable
and consistent water supply,
a Mass Balancing Reservoir
with a ¢apacity of 350 mil-
fion litres will be constinet-
ed over 18 acres. “This reser-
voir will not only serve
eritical water storage facili-
ty but will alse enhance the
visual appeal of the city,”
said (M Saini, adding that it
will provide a seven-day wa-
ter backup for residents and
businesses.

Additionally, the city will
feature a 10.7 km-long util-
ity tunnel to house infra-
structure such as water
pipelines, electrical cables,
fire and lighting systems,
ventilation, and more, en-
suring streamlined and safe
underground service deliv-

ery.

Highlighting the project’s
commitment to environ-
mental sustainability, CM.
Saini revealed plans for a
125-acre green zone that
will help maintain lower

MP Chahar highlights Modi govt's
achievements in ‘Gaon Chalo Abhiyan’

Akagh Jain &
Rajesh Tomar

Agra

As part of the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s Foundation
Day celebrations, the “Gaon
Chalo Abhiyan” (Go to Vil-
lage Campaign) was organ-
ized with much fervor in
Dhanauli, a Dalit-majority
village situated in the Akola
block of the rural assembly
constituency, The event saw
the participation of several
senijorleaders, including Ra-
jkumar Chahar, National
President of the BJP Kisan
Morcha and Member of Par-
liament from Fatehpur Sikri,
who spearheaded the out-

reach effort in the village.
During his visit, MP Ra-
jkumar Chahar addressed
local residents and party
workers, highlighting what
he termed as the transfor-
mative achievements of the
Modi government over the
past 11 years. Speaking tothe
gathered erowd, Chahar as-
serted that India, under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has made
unprecedented progress on
‘multiple fronts—particular-
lyin foreign policy and eco-
nomic development. He not-
ed that both the centraland

havel

Inview of the
situation, heavy force has
been deployed at Jama
Masjid and the entire area
besides patrolling by police
personnel.

working in alignment to im-
plement genuine, inclusive
development policies aimed
at uplifiing every segment of
Indian society.

Chahar accused the op-
position of spreading mis-
information and creating
canfusion among the public.
According to him, their aim
is to obstruct the mental

was dedicated to ensuring
Jjustice and equality for the
oppressed,” Chahar re-
marked.

Drawing a contrast be-
tween past and present gov-
ernments, the MP criticized
the Congress party for al-
legedly neglecting Ambed-
kar's legacy during its long
tenure. He claimed that
when Ambedkar passed
away, the then Congress-
led government in Delhi
failed to allocate even five
square yards of land forhis
cremation. He further al-
leged that the Congress

and owthof the

-gime did not take any ini-

people, keeping them en-
trapped in fear and away
from the path of progress,
He claimed that such tactics
are detrimental to the na-
tion’s development and are
meant to obscure the real
benefits that government
initiatives have brought to
the grassroots level.

In a significant portion of
his address, Chahar paid
tribute to Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar, the principal ar-
chitect of the Indian Consti-
tution. He said that Ambed-
kardevoted his life to theup-
liftment of Dalits, Sched-
uled Castes, backward class-
es, and other marginalized
communities, “Dr. Ambed-
kar fought for the rights of
those who were left behind
in education, employment,
and trade. His entire life

tiative to commemorate key
sites associated with Ambed-
kar’s life—such as his birth-
place, the place in London
where he studied aw, or the
loeation where he passed
away.

1In contrast, Chahar said,
the Modi government has
worked tirelessly to honor
Ambedkar’s legacy by estab-
lishing educational institu-
tions, government buildings,
hospitals, and musenms in
his name across those im-
portant sites. “This govern-
ment has not only pa.ld !:nb-

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Id natbe found de-
spite great efforts. The Police
complaint has also been
lodged about the same.

Ifithe said Qriginal documents
Le. Allotment Letter dated
19,02.2000, Lease Deed
No.530 dated 10.02.2004, Pos-
session Letter dated
10.02.2004 and Affidavit of Sh.
Anil Kumar Singh and Transfer
Memorandum dated
26,10.2016 is found by any
person or there is any abjec-
tion regarding the above said
ownership of Sh. Anil Kumar
Singh, kindly inform the same
to the Notice Issuer within 15
days from the date of publica-
tion of this Notice, after which
no objection will be ‘consid-
ered.

Nishakant Tiwari

Panel Advocate, State Bank of
India,

Chamber No.359, Civil Courts
Compound, Rajnanagr,
Ghaziabad-201002

This s to inform public at large
that my client i.e. Shri Safahud-
din, Son of Bashiruddin, Resi-
dent of 2822, Mahalla Ni-
yariyan, Shah Ganj, Ajmeri
Gate, Delhi-110006 have cut
off his family relations and
have disowned his son namely
Azizur Rehman from his im-
mavable and movable proper-
ties, due to his disobedient
and quarrelsome nature ashe
s indulged in some anti-social
activities and also tried to mis:
use his immovable properties
and other Bank accounts,
Moreover, my client shall not
be responsible of any act/lia-
bilities/dues of his son namely
Azizur Rehman, Son of
Salahuddin, Resident of House
No. 2590, 1st Floar, Gali
Shankar Wal, Main Asaf Ali
Road, Delhi-110006 in any
manner.

ABDULLAH SHAHID
ADVOCATE

Ch. Not Wing, Tis Hazari
Court, Deth 54 Mob.:
8368026732 CHAMBER NO.
622, WESTERN WING, TIS
HAZARI COURT, DELHI-110054

Known to all that my both
clients Narender Kumar GUpta
S/oLt. Laxman Swaroop Gupta
and Rashmi Gupta W/o Naren-
der Kumar Gupta both /o
1/9821, UGF, Gali No, 1F, West
Gorakh Park, Shahdara, Delhi-
110032 has ended all their re-
lations with their son Fiyush
Gupta and daughter-in-law
Smit. Kshitiza Gupta with im-
mediate effect as they quar-
reled and misbehaved with
them and haye disowned fram
all of their movable and im-
movable properties. Kshitiza
Gupta has left the matrimonial
home taking all the gold jew-
ellery, clothes, documents ete.
0N 05.04.2025 at midnight
without informing my clients.
In futural mydlants shall not

uteto Bat

in words but also through
concrete action,” he said.

As part of the Gaon Chalo
Abhiyan, MP Chahar also
conducted a door-to-door
campaign in Dhanauli’ vil-
lage.

for any of their.
atts, deeds, behavior and can-
ductswith any third person:
(ABHISHEK KUMAR)
ADVOCATE

ABHISHEK KUMAR En No, 0-
9053/16 Advocate Ch. 414-
415 Western Wing. Tis Hazan
Court Delhi-110054
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Getting three CSK

wickets during

their powerplay
was game changing:
RCB captain Patidar

oy

e QAAR
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will have his task cut out

against a menacing Mo-

hammed Siraj in a battle of
equals as table toppers Gujarat Titans
take on hosts Lucknow Super Giants
in an IPL match here on Saturday.

In sapping Lucknow heat, an en-
ticing battle is likely to ensue since
there is not much to choose between
the two teams. Titans have won four
matches in a row to sit pretty on top
of the table (8 points) by virtue of bet-
ter net run-rate compared to Delhi
Capitals, which also has four victories
inits kitty.

LSG are currently fifth in a mid-
table muddle with six points but it is
a side on upward curve at the mo-
ment.

In all big battles, the important
sub-plots hold the key and in this
match, it would be a duel between
tournament’ top scorer Pooran and
Siraj, the best fast bowler on view.

With 288 runs, Pooran is on top of
of the leader-board of run-getters,
with only one failure in five innings so
far. The 24 sixes that he has smashed
alongside 25 fours is a testimony to his
dominance in the shortest format.

Astrike-rate of 225 will intimidate
any rival captain. Slotted at No.g by
head coach Justin Langer and skip per

Indian team finishes
second overall in
ISSF World Cup

Buenos Aires

The Indian team finished a cred-
itable second in the year's first ISSF
World Cup for rifle, pistol and shot-
gun shooters despite the young
trap mixed team pair of Lakshay
Sheoran and Neeru missing out on
a medal by a point in the final
event of the tournament here.

After the bronze picked up by
the mixed team air pistol pair of Su-
ruchi and Saurabh Chandhary on
Thutsday, India’s overall tally
swelled to eight medals, including
four gold, two silver and two bronze,
which put them in second posi-
tion.

China finished on top of the
standings with five gold, three sil-
ver and three bronze medals, thanks
to 2 1-2 in the mixed team air pis-
tol event on the final day. The oth-
ergold of the day was picked up by
Chinese Taipei in the mixed team
trap.

The highlight of India’s perform-
ance was the gold medals won by
Sift Kaur Samra (women’s 50m ri-
fle 3 positions), Rudrankksh Patil
(men’s 10m air rifle), Suruchi
(women’s 10m air pistol) and Vi-
Jayveer Sidhu (men's 25m rapid-fire
pistol).

Sidhu became the first Indian
ever to win an ISSF World Cup
gold in his event.

Also noteworthy was the silver
winning performance in the
women's 25m pistol by voung Paris
Olympian Esha Singh, a reigning
mixed team world champion.

Heartwarming performances
were also delivered by the likes of
Chain Singh, an Asian Games
medallist in men’s 3P from over a
decade agp, winning his first indi~
vidual ISST World Cup medal, as
well as former Asian Games and
Youth Olympic Games champion
Saurabh Chaudhary. making a re-
turn to the ISSF World Cup medals
fold after a gap of twa years.

The most experienced member of
the squad, Zoravar Singh Sandhu,
who has been competing in ISSF
Waorld Cups since 1998, showed
heart to finish seventh in the men’s
trap, ending second best in a five-
way shoot-off for the sixth and last
final qualifying spot.

The squad now moves to Lima,
Peru where competitions in the
second leg of the combined TSSF
World Cup stage begin from April
15.

)

Rishabh Pant has worked mﬂﬂﬂy
him,

But in Siraj, Pooran will face a
crafty operator, who has been brilliant
in Powerplay overs with 10 wickets in
five games so far. An economy rate of

7.70 is more. thau decent ifone factors
in the pace atwhich the game is mov-
ing

The best part about Siraj’s bowling
is his ability to bowl the convention-
al Test-match length first up with

India bids for 2031 AFC Asian Cup,
will fight out with six other countries

New Delhi
India has submitted ‘Expression of
Interest (Eol)’ to host the 2031 AFC
Asian Cup, the continent's showpicce
football event, the All india Football
Federation (AIFF) said on Friday.

The AIFF was one of the seven na-
tional football bodies which submitted
the Eol before the deadline of March 31.

“Yes, we have submitted the Eol to
host the 2031 AFC Asian Cup. Let ussee
how it goes,” AIFF's deputy secretary
general M Satyanarayan said.

India will face tough competition
from established football powerhous-
es such as Australia, South Korea and
United Arab Emirates to get the right
to host the tournament. Indonesia and
i submitted the Eol
joint bid of Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

The host country, which will be
picked in 2026, will get automatic
berthin the ournament. India fimshed.
runners-up in the 1964 edition and
were eliminated in the group stage in.
1984, 2011, 2019 and 2023. The tour-
nament began in 1956.

Out of the séven bidding

dence in their own capacities and ca-
pabilities to host a tournament as sig-
nificant as the AFC Asian Cup,” Salman
said.

The AFC will nowwork with the bid-
ding countries on the delivery of the
neeessary bid documentation in ac-
cordance with the established timelines
and processes. A bidding workshop is
scheduled to be held later this month.

Thereafter, an overall evaluation of
the bld.s w—ﬂ] be undertaken by the
AFC ion priorto the selec-

Australia, UAE, South Korea and
Kuwait have earlier hosted the tour-
nament.

Chairing the Asian Football Con-
federation’s Executive Committee
meetingin Kuala Lirmpur, Malaysia, on.
the eve of the 35th AFC Congress,
president Shaikh Salman lauded “the
highest ever number of Eols received
inmodern history and attributed the ex-
ceptional reception to the growing
prestige of Asia’s crown jewel. " The AFC
‘had sent out invitations on November
27, 2024, forall member associations
to express their interest in hosting
Asia’s most prestigious men's nation-
al team tournament. The deadline to
submit the Eol was March 31, 2025,

“The unprecedented level of interest
we have witnessed reflects both the high
ambitions of the AFC’s Member Asso-
ciations and their increasing confi-

tion of the host for the 24-team com-
petition by the AFC Congress in 2026.

India has never hosted the tourna-
ment, the continent's equivalent of
World Cup. It had submitted bids to
host the 2023 and 2027 editions when
Praful Patel was the AIFF president.

The bid for the 2023 edition was
withdrawn in 2018 and the same hap-
pened in case of the 2027 tournament
also.

In December 2022, a few months af-
ter incumbent Kalvan Chaubey took
charge as ATFF president, India with-
drew its bid to stage the 2027 AFC
Asian Cup, declaring that hosting big-
ticket events is not among its “strate-
gie priorities” at that juncture.

The AIFF’s decision had left Sandi
Arabia to be the Jone candidate to host
the 2027 AFC Asian Cup, the 19th edi-
tion of the continent’s showpiece event.

My aim is to be in a more
stress-free state of mind:

New Delhi
Having suffered the disappeintment of
missing the Paris Olympic berth despite
earing a quota place, young Indian ri-
fleshooter Rudrankksh Patil is striving
to remain “peaceful” and “stress free”
even in the face of the sternest test.

Rudrankksh was among the first
shooters to secure a quota place forthe
country for the Paris Games but, as luck
would have it, he lost the Olympic
Qualification Trial to Army man
Sandeep Singh, who went onto repre-
sent India in 10m air rifle.

The blow has made the youngster,
whowon an individual gold and mixed
team silver with Arya Borse in the sea-
son’s first ISSF World Cup in Buenos
Aires recently, more determined and he
is now working on an aspect of shoot-
ing, which is known to all but few can
implement in letter and spirit.

“My aim is to be m a much more

peaceful and stress-free state before or
during tournaments so that I can bring
outmy performance ata consistent rate.
That’s what Tam working on.” the Ma-

‘harashtra marksman said Videos from
the Argentina eapital.

The former world champion believes
in the virtues of technical and mental
training, and said no matter how much
effort one puts into the two aspects,

movement off the surface.

Hitting Siraj through the line dur-
ing the Powerplay overs isn't always
the easiest of and not just

also have to be careful while playing
him.

Kagiso Rabad: sence hasn't re-
ally hurt Titans 5 the case in the
last game with an improved Prasidh
Krishna (8 wickets, ER 7.05) proving
o be a revelation this season. Lefi-arm
spinner R Sai Kishore (10 wickets, ER
7.25) has in fact overshadowed team's
premier spinner Rashid Khan (3 wick-
ets, ER 10) Add to it, head coach
Ashish Nehra's uncanny ability to
find specific roles for unheralded
bowlers like Arshad Khan or Kul-
want Khejroliya, and it's not-a surprise
that the Titans have one of the most
effective attacks in this competition.

Rashid looked good against Royals
the other night and if he finds his
rhythm, Titans would be unstop-
pable. Lack of runs from both captains
Shubman Gill and Rishabh Pant are
two elass players but neither of the
two skippers have been able to set the
1PL stage on fire.

Gill had a great 2023 season when
he scored 8o runs but since then his
Tz2o game has tapered off a bit. He
hasn't exactly been at his free flowing
best since taking over the leadership
role last season. He has so far scored
148 runs ata strike-rate of 146. B Sai

Sudk (273) and Jos Buttler (203)

Pooran but the two openers Aiden
Markram and Mitchell Marsh will

‘has done bulk of the heavylifting at the
top order.

Pant, the player auctioned at the
‘highest price (Rs 27 crore) in history
of IPL, is enduring 4 rough season so
far. Only 19 runs across four innings
isn't a reflection of his abilities.

I Gill and Pant get going, it will be
a treat for the weekend Lucknow
erowd.

Teams (From): Gujarat Titans:
B Sai Sudharsan, Shubman Gill (Cap-
tain), Jos Buttler (wk), Shahrukh
Khan, Sherfane Rutherford, Rahul
Tewatia, Rashid Khan, Kagiso Raba-
da, Ravisrinivasan Sai Kishore, Mo-
hammad Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, Is-
hant Sharma, Washington Sundar,
Glenn Phillips, Anuj Rawat, Mahipal
Lomror, Arshad Khan, Jayant Yadav,
Nishant Sindhu, Kulwant Khejroliya,
Gerald Coetzee, Manav Suthar, Kumar
Kushagra, Gurnoor Brar, Karim Janat.

Lucknow Super Giants: Luc-
know Super Giants: Rishabh Pant
(c&wk), David Miller, Aiden Markram,
Aryan Juyal (wk), Himmat Singh,
Matthew Breetzke, Nicholas Pooran
(wk), Mitchell Marsh, Abdul Samad,
Shahbaz Ahmed, Yuvraj Chaudhary,
Rajvardhan Hangargekar, Arshin
Kulkarni, Ayush Badoni, Shardul
Thakur, Avesh Khan, Akash Deep,
Manimazan Siddharth, Digvesh Rathi,
Akash Singh, Shamar Joseph, Prince
Yadav, Mayank Yadav, Ravi Bishnoi.

Match Starts at 3:30 pm.

Desperate Sunrisers Hyderabad aim to
press reset button against Pun]ab Kings

Hyderabad
Desperate to arresta worrying slide,
Sunrisers Hyderabad will be eager to
effecta turnaround when they hosta
power-packed Punjab Kings in their
next IPL engagement here on Satur-
day.

Last season’s finalists, SRH began
their 2025 campaign on a thunderous
note, racking up a mammoth 286 to
dismantle Rajasthan Royals by 44
runs.

With an explosive batting line-up at
their disposal, the ‘Orange Army’
seemed poised to become the first
team to breach the 300-Tun mark
but their ultra-aggressive appmad:
has since backfired sp

Al
xc :m.':
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In their last three matches, thuu- at-
tack-at-all-costs strategy with the bat
yielded underwhelming totals of 163,
120, and 152 resulting in crushing de-
feats, and leaving them languishing at
the bottom of the points table. They
have worst Net-Run-Rate of-1.62¢ as.
of today.

With the bat, Sunrisers Hyderabad
need far more from their big names
like Travis Head, Abhishek Sharma,
Ishan Kishan, and Heinrich Klaasen.

Head and Sharma, who played a
crueial role in delivering explosive
starts Jast season, have failed to find
their rhythm this year. In fact, SRH's
best opening stand so far is a paltry 15
Head's performance has tailed off
dramatically, returning scores of 67,
47,22, 4, and 8. Ablushek, too, has
struggled for consistency, with a top
score of just 24 across five innings.

Kishan, afterhis unbeaten ton in the
opener, has looked a shadow of him-
self, while SRH's middle-order main-
stay Klaasen is et to set the stage on
fire.

Yet, the team appears committed to
sticking with their aggressive blue-
print. Head coach Daniel Vettori
stressed on the need for betier game

peaceful and
Rudrankksh

there is always room for improvement.

“We are all aiming to improve every
day... there is tremendous pressure to
prove yourself every year. You have to
prove yourself every two months to get
back nto the (national) team,” said
Rudrankksh.

“For that, one has to work on the
mental and technical aspects. These are
quite common terms but at the end of
the day, we have to sharpen these two
terms (aspects) alot. T mean, howsoever
much we sharpen them, we haye to still
workon thema bit more,” said the 21-
year-old, one of the most talented airri-
fle shootersthe country has produced.

For Rudrankksh, who was in his
teens when e became world champi-
on and Noi in 2022, the dejection of
missing an Olympic berth would have
been a hitter pill to swallow, but the
champion shooter said he never Tets the
thought consume him.

awareness rather Lhzm a shift in ph:»
losophy after their last defeat.

“1 think we know the style is going
to work, but we have to respect con-
ditions, and we have to assess really
well and that’s probably something we
haven't done,” Vettori said.

While SRH's misfiring batting line-
up has dominated post-match dis-
cussions, their bowling unit hasn't
exactly lit np the tournament either.

‘The pace attack has failed to make
any meaningful impact. Despite the
presence of seasoned campaigners
like Pat Cumumins, Mohammed Sha-
mi, and Harshal Patel, SRH have
struggled to make early inroads. The
struggles continue into the middle
overs, where they've failed to build
pressure orclaim key breakthroughs.

In stark contrast, Punjab Kings are
riding a wave of early season mo-
mentum under the fresh leadership of
Shreyas Iyer.

The Indian star has led from the
front with the bat and displayed im-
pressive tactical nous, guiding his
team to three wins in four games as
they sit at the fourth spot on the
points table.

Adding to their firepower is young

sensation Priyansh Arya. The rookie
opener stunned fans and critics alike
with a breathtaking century against
CSK where most struggled to get go-

ing.

While Arshdeep Singh, Lockie Fer-
guson, Yuzvendra Chahal and Marco
Jansen have have done well in the
bowling department Teams: Sunrisers
Hyderabad: Pat Cummins (¢), Ishan
Kishan (wk), Atharva Taide, Abhi-
nav Manohar, Aniket Verma, Sachin
‘Baby, Heinrich Klaasen, Travis Head,
Harshal Patel, Kamindu Mendis,
Wiaan Mulder, Abhishek Sharma,
Nitish Kumar Reddy, Mohammed
Shami, Rahul Chahar. Adam Zampa,
Simarjeet Singh, Zeeshan Ansari, Jay-
dev Unadkat and Eshan Malinga.

Punjab Kings: Shreyas lyer (¢),
Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep Singh,
Marcus Stoinis, Nehal Wadhera.
Glenn Maxwell, Vyshak Vijaykumar,
“Yash Thakur, Harpreet Brar, Vishnu
Vinod, Marco Jansen, Lockie Fergu-
son, Josh Inglis, Xavier Bartlett,
Kuldeep Sex la Avinash, Suryansh
Shedge, M Khan, Harnoor Pan-
nu, Aaron Hardie, Priyansh Arya, Az-
matullah Omarzai Match starts:
7.30pm.

KL Rahul: Stamping his authority
in white ball formats in style

Bengaluru
From being panned as a stat-padder,
who lacked intent from the word go to
being a master of tricky chases, KL
Rahul has turned the wheels in a man-
ner only abatter blessed with slall-set
like him, ean.

He printed the latest blueprint of his
growth chart withan unbeaten 93 off
53 balls ata strike-rate of 175 on a grip-
ping Chinnaswamy pitch to fashion
Delhi Capitals's six-wicket win over
Royal Challengers Bengaluru.

Tim David (185) and Phil Salt (210)
made runs at a higher strike-rate but
through brute force and the readi-
ness to travel on riskier routes eitherat
Power Play or at the death overs.

But Rahul's fifty was smoathly paced
— from a cautious 29 off 29 balls, the
right-hander made the remaining 64
runs off just 24 balls on Thursday.

1t's easy to term the innings as a
productofhis first-hand knowledge of

the local conditions as a Karnataka boy.
It might have played a part but that is
just one chapter of the story.

The Capitals are trying to weave
their batting around Rahul, and it is
partly because of his technical adapt-
ability.

On Thursday ni ghl Rahul showed
DC’s faith on him is not misplaced
while nullifving a competent set of
bowlers,

Even during the sedate initial peri-
od, there was no hint of struggle as it
was very evident that he had judged the
character of the trackto the Tand was
waiting for the right moment to un-
leash himself.

it came in the 15th over bowled by
Josh Hazlewood. Rahul punished the
pacer for 22 runs in that over, includ-
ing three fours and a six.

1t decisively swung the momentum
in Dethi’s favour, but none of those
shots were hit in anger.
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Head of US
Space Force
base in
Greenland
fired after
Vance visit

Washington

The commander of
a US Space Force
base in Greenland
has been fired after
she sent a base-wide
email breaking with
official messaging fol-
lowing Vice President
JD Vance's visit to
the Danish territory
that President Donald
Trump is seeking to
annex.

In a statement late
Thursday, the Space
Foree said Col Susan
Meyers was removed
as commander of
Pituffik Space Base in
Greenland over a “loss
of confidence in her
ability to lead.”
“Commanders  are
expected to adhere to
the highest standards
of conduct, especially
as it relates to remain-
ing nonpartisan in the
performance of their

duties,” the statement
said.
Military.com re-

ported Thursday that
Meyers sent the base-
wide email def
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Indian Consulate in Melbourne
Vandahsed agam HC raises issue

Melbourne

he Indian Consu-

late in Melbourne

has been targeted
in an act of vandalism
with the Indian High
Commission in Canber-
ra raising the issue with
Australian  authorities
on Friday.

The Consulate prem-
ises in Melbourne have
previously been the site
of similar provocations,
with slogans defacing
the premises in past
years during periods of
heightened internation-
al tension, The Australia
Today reported.

Victoria Police said
graffiti was discovered
at the front entrance of
the diplomatic premises
around 1:00 am early
Thursday.

“Officers believe the
front entry of the build-
ing was graffitied over-
night, sometime be-
tween Wednesday and
Thursday. An investiga-
tion into the damage re-
mains ongoing,” a police
spokesperson said.

The High Commission

Syria extends deadline for probe into coastal killings of Alawites

Beirut

the base’s relation-
ship with Denmark

Greenland follow-
ing Vance's visit two
weeks ago.

A US official con-
firmed Friday to the
AP that Meyers sent
the email and its con-
tents showing support
for Greenland and
Denmark. The official
spoke on condition of
anonymity to provide
additional details not
made public.

Agency
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Syria’s presidency an-
nounced on Friday that
it would extend a probe
into the killings of Alaw-
ite civilians in coastal
areas that left hundreds
dead after clashes be-
tween government fore-
es and armed groups
loyal to former President
Bashar Assad spiralled
into sectarian revenge
attacks.

The violence erupted
on March 6 after As-
sad loyalists ambushed
patrols of the new gov-

in a post on X on Friday
said it raised the issue
with Australian author-
ities,

“The incident of de-
facing at the premises
of the Consulate Gener-
al of India in Melbourne
by miscreants has been
raised with Australian
authorities. All necessary
steps are being taken to
ensure the safety and
security of Indian diplo-
matic and consular prem-
ises and personnel in the
country,” the post said.

ernment, prompting
Islamist-led groups
to launch coordinat-
ed assaults on Lata-

kia, Baniyas, and other
coastal areas.

According to human
rights groups, more than
1,000 civilians — mostly
Alawites, an Islamic mi-
nority to which Assad
belongs — were killed
in retaliatory attacks,
including home raids,
executions, and arson,
displacing thousands.

The sectarian violence
was possibly among the

Police have not con-
firmed whether any sus-
pects have been iden-
tified in the Thursday
incident.

Authorities have urged
anyone with information
to come forward, the po-
lice spokesperson said.

The act has reignit-
ed concerns within the
Indian-Australian com-
munity which has ex-
pressed frustration over
a growing pattern of
targeted incidents in-
volving Hindu temples

bloodiest 72 hours in
Syria’s modern history,
including the 14 years of

and Indian government
establishments  across
Melbourne, the news
portal said.

“I's not just graffi-
ti a message of in-
timidation aimed at our
community,” an Indi-
an-Australian said, add-
ing that rep 1 attacks

Terror plot on Pakistan’s
Masroor airbase thwarted
9 militants arrested

with slogans defacing
the premises in
past years during
periods of heightened
international tension,
The Australia Today
reported.

Karachi _
TheConsulatepremises ~ Pakistani  intelligence
o agencies have foiled a
in Melbourne have o terror plot aimed at
previouslybeenthesite  the strategically vital Pa-
of similar provocations,  kistan Air Force Masroor

Base here, which was
intended to cause “max-
imum damage,” a media

report said on Friday.
According to a report
in the Jang newspaper,
intelligence agencies
carried out raids this
week a.nd arrested nine
ili who

their plans.

A source said the mil-
itants were tasked with
attacking the base using

“heavy ammunition and

explosives” to stall any
operation and engage
security forces for a “long
time, while also causing
maximum damage to the
base and aircraft.”
“They had no intention of
wm'mg out alive from the
base and we recovered a lot
of maienal, ammunition

maps outlin-

strengthen penalties for
acts motivated by hate
or religious bias.
However, members
of the Indian-Australi-
an community continue
to raise concerns over
perceived slow respons-
es and inconsistent en-
forcement,  especially
when compared to re-
sponses to similar in-
cidents involving other

on places of religious
and cultural significance
were deeply distressing.

Victoria Premier Ja-
cinta Allan's govern-
ment passed anti-vilifi-
cation laws this year to

civil war from which the
country is now emerging.
The violence brought

“This is not about pol-
itics. It's about safety,
respect, and equal pro-
tection under the law,”
Australia Today said,
quoting a community
member.

fear of a renewed civil
war and threatened to
open an endless cycle of
vengeance, driving thou-
sands of Alawites to flee
their homes, with an es-
timated 30,000 seeking
refuge in northern Leb-
anon.

On March 9, President
Ahmed al-Sharaa, the
former leader of an Is-
lamist insurgent group,
formed a fact-finding
committee and gave
it 30 days to report its
findings and identify
perpetrators.

were tasl\ed with launch-
ing a terror attack on the
Masroor airbase to in-
flict casualties and cause
maximum damage to air-
craft and infrastructure.
The nine militants
were arrested from their
safe houses in Karachi,
and of them, five were
identified as Afghans.
Citing intelligence
sources, the report said
that the nine militants
entered Pakistan from
Afghanistan a month ago
and have been based ina
low-income  neighbour-
hood near the airbase for
the last month, surveil-
ling the area to execute

In a decree published
late Thursday, Sharaa
said the committee had
requested more time
and was granted a three-
month  non-renewable
extension.

The committee’s
spokesperson,  Yasser
Farhan, said in a state-
ment on Friday that the
committee has recorded
41 sites where killings
took place, each forming
the basis for a separate
case and requiring more
time to gather evidence.

He said some areas re-

and
ing their plans,” the source
was quoted assaying.

The terror  attack
was planned by the
Tehreek-e-Taliban  Paki-
stan (TTP) and was com-
mandeered by a high-level
militant of the outlawed
group who had fled to Af-
ghanistan a few months
ago after killing a Chi-
nese national in Karachi,
the report said.

In the past, TTP mil-
itants have carried out
major attacks on the Pa-
kistan Naval airbase in
Karachi in 2011, the Ka-
rachi dockyard in 2014
and also the Karachi air-
port the same year.

mained inaccessible due
to time constraints, but
that residents had coop-
erated, despite threats
from pro-Assad rem-
nants.

In a report published
on April 3, Amnesty
International said its
probe into the killings
concluded that at least
32 of more than 100 peo-
ple killed in the town of
Baniyas were deliberate-
ly targeted on sectarian
grounds — a potential
war crime.
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India’s Industrial
Output Growth Slows
to 6- Month Low in Feb

India’s industrial pro-
duction growth deceler-
ated to a six-month low
of 2.9 per cent in Febru-
ary 2025, mainly due to
poor performance of the
manufacturing, mining
and power sectors, ac-
cording to official data
released on Friday.

The government also
revised upward the in-
dustrial growth figure to
5.2 per cent for January
2025 from the provi-
sional estimate of 5 per
cent released in March.
The factory output,
measured in terms of
the Index of Industrial
Production (1IP), rose by
5.6 per cent in February
2024,

The previous low was
recorded in August last

Sensex,

Mumbai
Benchmark Sensex
surged by 1,310 points
while Nifty closed above
22,900 level on Friday
after the US announced
suspension of addition-
al tariffs on India for
90 days until July 9 this
year.

Defying a Dbearish
trend in world mar-
kets, the 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex
jumped 1,310.11 points
or 1.77 per cent to settle
at 75,157.26. During the
day, it soared 1,620.18
points or 2.19 per cent to
75:467.33.

year when the growth
remained flat at zero per
cent.

The data released by
the National Statistics
Office (NSO) showed
that the manufacturing
sector’s output growth
slowed to 2.9 per cent
in February 2025, down
from 4.9 per cent in the
year-ago month.

Minin; production
growth dipped to 1.6 per
cent from 8.1 per cent a
year ago.

Power output growth
also slowed to 3.6 per
cent in February 2025
from 7.6 per cent a year
a

20.

In the April-February
period, the IIP grew 4.1
per cent, down from 6
per cent recorded in the
year-ago period.

India Restricts Chinese FDI: Goyal

New Delhi

to encourage foreign

direct  investments
(FDI) from China, Com-
merce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Friday, indi-
cating New Delhi’s in-
tentions of not easing
overseas investment
curbs imposed on the
neighbouring country in
2020.

FDI applications from
countries sharing land
borders, such as Chi-
na, have to mandato-
tily seek government
approval for all seetors.
This policy was issued in
April 2020.

“As of now, there's
hardly any foreign direct
investment from Chi-
na...It was the same 25
years ago when it (FDI)
was open (from China),
not too much Chinese
investment has come to
India. Nor are we en-
couraging any signifi-
cant investment coming
in from China at all. At
the moment, that is the
policy,” Goyal said here
at an event,

The remarks assume
significance as certain
quarters are of the view
that the rule needs to be
eased to attract technol-

India does not intend

Nifty Surge on

‘The NSE Nifty surged
429.40 points or 1.92
per cent to 22,828.55.
In intra-day trade,
the benchmark rallied
524.75 points or 2.34 per
cent to 22,923.90.

The US has announced
suspension of additional
tariffs on India for 9o
days until July 9 this
year, according to the
White House executive
orders.

On April 2, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump
slapped universal du-
ties on about 60 coun-
tries exporting goods to
America and additional

steep levies on countries
like India, potentially
impacting sales of prod-
ucts from shrimp to steel
in the world’s biggest
economy.

From the Sensex
firms, Tata Steel, Power
Grid, NTPC, Kotak Ma-
hindra Bank, Reliance
Industries and Adani
Ports were among the
biggest gainers.

Asian Paints and Tata
Consultancy  Services
were the only laggards.

“An unexpected pause
on reciprocal tariffs by
the US provided relief
in the midst of the un-

ogy and capital.

In 2020, the govern-
ment made its approval
mandatory for FDI from
countries that share land
borders with India.

Countries that share
land borders with India
are China, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Bhutan, Ne-
pal, Myanmar, and Af-
ghanistan.

China stands at the
22nd position with only
0.37 per cent share
(USD 2.5 billion) in the
total FDI equity inflow
reported in India from
April 2000 to March
2024,

Last year, the pre-
budget Economic Sur-
vey made a strong case
for seeking FDI from
Beijing to boost local
manufacturing and tap
the export market.

Goyal also said that In-
dia’s effort is to integrate
its economy with the
developed world, who
believe in fair play and
follows honest business
practices, and where do-
mestic industries get an
equal opportunity to do
business.

will  be

based on reciproci-
ty. Everything will be

based on mutual trust

and mutual benefit. And

FDI applications from
countries sharing land
borders, such as Chi-
na, have to

India’s Forex
Reserves
Jump USD
10.87 Billion

rily seek government
approval for all sec-
tors. This policy was

issued in April 2020. I

to China by all countries
of the world, collectively
with the desire and hope
that we could trust them
to behave better.

“Sadly, that never
happened. And over
the years, country after
country and industrial
sector after sector has
realized how their prac-
tices have hurt business-

therefore, 1 | f
don't see any great dis-
turbance say even ex-
cept for a short period
of time. I think this reset
that the world is going
through is actually very
good for the world,” he

said.
He added that the gen-
esis of this tariff prob-
lem goes back to the late
1980s and mid-1990s.
“Then China was ac-
cepted into the World
Trade Organization and
MFN (most favoured na-
tion) benefits were given

US Tarlff Suspension

certainty.
IT maj

the street estimates, it
opines optimism in the
latter half of FY26 owing
to growth in the order

book,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit In-
vestments Limited, said.

World markets largely
slumped amid growing
concerns due to a tit-for-
tat tariff war between
China and the US.

In Asian markets, To-
kyo's Nikkei 225 index
and South Korea's Ko-
spi settled lower while
Shanghai SSE Com-
posite index and Hong
Kong's Hang Seng ended
higher. Tokyo's Nikkei
225 index dropped near-
1y 3 per cent.

European markets
were trading lower.

US  markets ended
significantly lower on
Thursday a day after a
sharp rally. The Nas-
daq composite tanked
4.31 per cent, S&P 500
slumped 3.46 per cent
and Dow Jones Industri-
al Average dropped 2.50
per cent.

China on Friday raised
its additional tariffs on
imports from the US to
125 per cent in retalia-
tion to the Trump ad-
ministration’s 145 per
cent levies on Chinese
exports.

Foreign  Institution-
al Investors (FIls) of-

es and ec . he
said.
He added that in 2019,

India decided not to join
the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP) as it felt
that the guiding princi-
ples on which free trade
should work were not
being respected in that
grouping. China is part
of RCEP.

And today it is being
vindicated by the cur-
rent situation in the
world, he said.

When asked if there is

floaded equities worth
Rs 4,358.02 crore on
Wednesday.

Indian stock markets
were closed on Thursday
for Shri Mahavir Jayan-

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude climbed
0.32 per cent to USD
63.53 a barrel.

On Wednesday,
the BSE benchmark
dropped 379.93 points
or 0.51 per cent to set-
tle at 73,847.15. The
Nifty declined 136.70
points or 0.61 per cent to
22,399.15.
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Mumbai
India’s forex reserves
jumped USD 10.872

billion to USD 676.268
billion during the week
ended April 4, the Re-
serve Bank of India
(RBI) said on Friday.

The overall kitty had
jumped USD 6.596 bil-
lion to USD 665.396
billion in the previous
reporting week,

This is the fifth con-
secutive week of an in-
crease in the kitty, which
had seen some decline
recently due to revalu-
ation, along with forex
market interventions by
the RBI, to help reduce
volatilities in the rupee.
The forex reserves had
touched an all-time high
of USD 704.885 billion
in end-September 2024.

For the week ended
April 4, foreign curren-
cy assets, a major com-
ponent of the reserves,
increased USD 9.074
billion to USD 574.088
billion, the data released
on Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign cur-
rency assets include the
effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-
US units like the euro,
pound, and yen held in
the foreign exchange re-
serves.

Gold reserves in-
creased USD 1.567 mil-
lion to USD 79.36 bil-
lion during the week,
the RBI said.

The Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs) were up
USD 186 million to USD
18.362 billion, the apex
bank said.

India’s reserve posi-
tion with the IMF was
also up USD 46 million
to USD 4.459 billion in
the reporting week, the
apex bank data showed.

Advut Contact :
9818-799941




FiLm

Ajay Devgn drops
a major update
on making of
Dhamaal 4

Mumbai

hamaal' fran-

chise fans can

now  begin

counting down
to the release of the fourth
instalment after Ajay Deven
shared a major update on
the film's production on
Thursday.

'Dhamaal 4" is one of the
highly awaited movies of
Indian cinema in the up-
coming years, According to
the latest update, director
Indra Kumar has officially
kicked off the shoat for its
fourth instalment.

The film's first schedule
was shot amidst the breath-
taking scenery of Malshej
Ghat in Maharashtra. The
team suceessfully wrapped
up its first schedule on
Thursday.

The second schedule of
the shooting will take place
in Mumbai, as per Ajay de-
vgn's social media post.

Actor Ajay Devgn, who
will play a key role in the
film, shared the latest up-
date on its Instagram han-
dle. He shared a photo fea-
turing the lead cast of the
movie along with the pro-
ducers and crew.

Leading the madness at
Malshej Ghat were Ajay De-

anjay Mishra, Asshad
Jaaved Jaaferi,
Riteish Deshmulkh, Sanjee-
da Shaikh, Anjali Anand,
and Upendra Limaye.

Nasha: Tamannaah Bhatia impresses
with her expressions and smooth

Mumbai

ollywood superstar

Akshay Kumar re-

cently attended a

press conference
as a part of his promotional
activities for the upcoming
movie Kesari Chapter 2. The
actor, who was countered by
various questions from the
media, had a rather inter-
esting take when asked about
his films with social causes
being criticised, referring to
the recent statement made by
veteran actor Jaya Bachchan.
Akshay addressed those
who. criticise his films that
propagate a social message
. “Koi bewakoof hi
hoga jo criticise karega (Only
afool would criticise it). He
further stated, "I've made
these films from my heart.
Tt's a film that tells people a
lot of things, helps them un-
derstand.”

When a journalist prodded
Akshay, saying that Jaya
Bachchan called Toilet: Ek
Prem Katha a flop and that
she would never watch a
movie with that name, the
superstaranswered, “Well,

and sa
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if she had said it, then it
must be right. If making a
film like Toilet was a wrong
thing on my part, then what
they're saying must be true.”

moves in Raid 2' special song

Mumbai

fter the massive
success of the
trailer of the crime
iller "Raid 2',
the makers of the film open
the soundtrack of the movie
with the launch of the first
song, ‘Nasha', featuring the
gorgeous Tamannaah Bha-
tia, lighting up the screen
with her electrifying dance
moves and making it a
strong contender for this
veat’s next big dance an-
them.

Composed by White Noise
Collective, the song pulses
with the energy of a high-oe-
tane dance number. Taman-
naah brings the heat with a
performance that's both
graceful and power-packed,
adding glamour and excite-
mentto the film's story. The
energetic track is sung by
Jasmin Sandlas, Sachet Tan-
ya Kumar, and
penned by Jaani creating
the perfect setting with in-

Janhvi and Ishaan Khatter's
film 'Homebound' gets
selected for Cannes 2025

Mumbai
ilmmaker Neeraj
Ghaywan's 'Home-
bound', which stars
actors  Janhvi
Kapoor and Ishaan Khatter,
has officially been selected for
the 78th edition of the
Cannes Film Festival,

Directed by Ghaywan, the
movie will be screened in
the "Un Certain Regard' sec-
tion —a category known for
presenting artistic cinema
from aeross the world.

The announcement was
made on Thursday as Cannes
unveiled its official selection
lineup for 2025, which also
features global names, in-
cluding Wes Anderson and
Ari Aster.

Both Janhvi and Ishaan
took to their Instagram to ex-

fections appeal.
Tamannaah Bhatia
shares, “There's something

magneticabout Nasha—it's
the kind of track that grabs
you from the first beat. The
rhythm, the energy, the
vibe—everything just comes
together seamlessly. After
the love I received for my
last song, I'm excited for
audiences to experience
this one. It's bold, it’s
infectious, and it's
got that undeniable
groove.”

The trailer for
actor Ajay Devgn's
erime thriller Raid

mukh. The trailer begins
with a strong punch, show-
ing Ajay preparing for his
next big mission--one that
could shake the foundations
of power. However, Ajay's
character is not alone—he
has a strong team ready to
fight alongside him. Their

Helmed
by Raj Kumar Gupta,

Raid 2 is anticipated to be
the most engrossing enter-
tainer of the year. The battle
lines are drawn, and the stakes
are high — are you ready for the
ultimate showdown?
The movie stars an ensemble cast

During an interaction with
India TV, the actor-turned-
politician said, “Just look at
the title of the film; T would
never go to wateh a film with

'Koi bewakoof hi hoga...": Akshay Kumar
on criticism after Jaya Bachchan's flop

such a name. Yeh koi naam
hai? Is that really a name?”
She laterasked the audience
ifthey'd watch a film with the
said title; to which a few
raised their hands. Jaya
added, “Among so many peo-
ple, hardly four want to
watch the film; it's very sad.
Yeh toh flop hai (Itis a flop)."

Toilet Ek Prem Katha was
based on a real-life incident
wherein a woman left her
husband after finding out
that there was no toilet in
their house. The movie went
on to become one of the top
grossers of 2017 by raking in
Rs. 134.22 croredt the box of -
fice in India alone, and also
took the Chinese box office by
storm. It also starred Bhumi
Pednekar.

Kesari Chapter 2 shows
Akshay Kumar playing the
role of C. Sankaran Nair
the lawyer who fought
against the British Empire af-
terthe Jalianwala Bagh mas-
sacre. It also stars Ananya
Panday as a law studentand
R. Madhavan a
McKinley. The film is &
be released on April 18.

Ajay Devgn, Riteish Deshmukh,

Vaani Kapoor, Supriya Pathak,
Saurabh Shukla, Amit Sial
among other celebrated ac-

tors joining this high
stake sequel.

2 was unveiled in
Mumbai on Tues-
day.

The trailer shows
Ajay retutning as the
fearless IRS officer Amay
Patnaik, who once again
takes on the corrupt sys- goal is clear: to wipe out
tem. This time, he faces off  black moneyand take down
against a dangerous politi-  those who misuse their pow-
cian, played by Riteish Desh-  er.

Mumbai
rithik
Roshan

date.

"A film that T knew was
special from the moment it
entered my life and my most
challenging part yet. This is
what dreams are made of:
pure intention, grit, com-
passion, and truth. One ofthe
proudest moments of my
cinematic journey thus far.
All led by my friend with a
beautiful mind and a deep
empathy not many possess -
- igh . Thisalso

with Kr-
rish 4, Theactor,
who is currently
in the United
States of Ameri-

ca, revealed
that he met

show. This comes amid ru-
mours that Priyanka will
reprise her role in the Kivish
franchise,

At a fan meet-and-greet

press their b

Ishaan, while sharing the
news with fans on his Insta-
gram account, described the
roleas "most challenging” to

event, Hrithik spoke about
his interaction with Priyanka
and Nick. He said, "Last
night, I waswith NickJonas
and Priyanka Chopra...

marks my homecoming with
@karanjohar and @dhar-
mamovies after 7 years," a
part of his post read.

latter's Broadway

]

Soha Ali Khan gives
THIS advice to
Ibrahim Ali Khan after
Nadaaniyaan criticism

Mumbai

t was in March when

the internet wentinto

a complete break-

down over a certain
movie that marked the de-
but of a much-anticipated
star kid and was backed by
a massive streaming giant.
Yes, we are talking about
Nadaanivaan, starring Saif
Ali Khan's son Ibrahim Ali
Khan and Khushi Kapoor in
the lead, directed by Shau-
na Gautam, backed by
Karan Johar, and streaming
on Netflix. The movie, right
atter its release, opened to
bad reviews and harsh pub-
lic reception, where the
stars were not just eriti-
cized but trolled for the
‘movie. Khan, who made his
debut, was criticized for a
lot ofthings. His aunt, Soha
Ali Khan, has now come
outin his support and spo-
ken about the nature of the
job.

Saif Ali Khan's sister Soha
Ali Khan is now promoting
her movie Chhorii 2, in
which she plays the antag-
onist opposite Nushrratt
Bharuccha. The Tum Mile
star, talking about fame and
trolls, also spake about
Ibrahim Ali Khan and the
Nadaaniyaan fiasco. She

watching his Broadway show,
which is, bythe way, brilliant.
He wasabsolutely amazing in
it. It's called The Last Five
Years, in case you haven't
seen it. We were chatting
and he actually told me that
he is from New Jersey.”

Meanwhile, talking about
Privanka's casting, a source

spoke about how one must
have a thick skin when they
plan to join the world of
showbiz and not shut them-
selves off by only sur-
rounding themselves with
love.

*Number one, T think you
need to have thick skin
when you join this world.
One needsto digest people’s
opinions or then don't read
the comments. But T feel,
sometimes, it's important to
read the comments because
you can't just work in a vac-
uum. You have to be re-
ceptive to certain criticism,
and you have to work on
your craft and go forward,”
Soha said in an interview
with Nayandeep Rakshit.

"The only thing you can
do is have some kind of ar-
mor. Do not shut yourself
off to the world and sur-
tound yourself only with
love and people who are
going to say positive things
and be like yes-men. Be
open to criticism, intro-
spect, and work towards
vour craft. Don't let your
film's success or failure,
perhaps, destroy you in
ways, but also recognize
where vou need to work on
something and become bet-
ter,” Soha added.

Priyanka Chopra to star in Krrish 47
Hrithik Roshan meets actress in USA

told IANS, “Hrithik Roshan
has roped in Privanka Chopra
Jonas for the film! Hrithik
and Privanka are one of the
most loved on-screen pairs in
Indian cinema history, and
they are back to entertain
audiences again in Krrish 4!
Itis massive news!”

1o April, Kerish 4 was offi-
dally announced, and Hrithik
confirmed that he would be
directing the film.

Filmmaker Rakesh Roshan
announeed Hrithik Roshan's
directorial debutwith Krrish
4 as he passed the baton of
the franchise he has shaped
and nurtured over the past 22
years.

The film is being produced
by Yash Raj Films in associ-
ation with Rakesh Roshan.
‘The Indian superstar will be
balancing the roles of direc-
torand lead actor as he once
again plays the titular su-
perhero. Filming is set to be
gin early next year.






