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Punjab govt provided
over 55 000 jobs in 36
months, says CM Mann

for consideration on Wednesday

B The opposition INDIA bloc also presented a united face on Wednesday as its parties

New Delhi:

e Lok Sabha will
take up the con-
tentious Wagqf

(Amendment) Bill for
discussion and passage
on Wednesday, setting
the stage for a show-
down between a gov-
ernment  determined
to push it through and
an opposition united in
condemning the pro-
posed law as unconstitu-
tional.

Rajya Sabha is ex-
pected to take it up on
Thursday, with the two
Houses allocated eight
hours each for debating
the proposed law.

TDP, JD(U), Shiv
Sena and LJP (Ram Vi-
las) -- the four biggest
constituents of the NDA
after the BJP -- issued
whips to their MPs ask-
ing them to support the
government stand.

Some BJP allies, sourc-
es said, continue to push
for more changes in the
bill. A senior member
of a BJP ally expressed
hope that the saffron
party will accommodate
their views, stressing
that some of their con-
cerns were addressed by
the Joint Committee of

Parliament which seru-
tinised the bill. Iowever,
he emphasised that the
NDA will remain united
on the issue.

The opposition INDIA
bloc also presented a
united face on Wednes-
day as its parties dis-
cussed their joint strat-
egy to oppose the bill at
a meeting in the Parlia-
ment House.

Minorities and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju told report-
ers that the Lok Sabha's

2020 Delhi riots:
Court orders FIR
against Kapil Mishra

New Delhi

n a major setback to

Delhi law minister

Kapil Mishra, a court
on Tuesday ordered an
FIR to probe his alleged
role in the 2020 riots in
the national capital.

Additional chief ju-
dicial magistrate Vaib-
hav Chaurasia found a
“prime facie” cognisable
offence, saying Mishra's
presence at the place of
the incident couldn’t be
ruled out and the matter
required a probe against
him and others.

“It is clear that Mishra
was in the area at the
time of alleged offence...
further probe required,”
the judge said.

The court directed
Delhi Police to file a
“compliance report” in
the matter by April 16,
the next date of hearing.

“Let the further inves-
tigation be initiated with
respect to Mishra and
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m The court directed
Delhi Police to file a

business advisory com-
mittee (BAC), which in-
cludes leaders from all
major parties, chaired
by Speaker Om Birla
agreed on an eight-hour
debate, which could be
extended after taking
the sense of the House.

The early signs of a
likely raucous debate
between the treasury
and opposition benches
over the bill were visible
during the meeting as

the Congress and several
other opposition INDIA

SC orders Rs 10L. compensation
to Prayagraj homeowners

New Delhi
alling the dem-
olition of resi-

dential homes in
Prayagraj “inhuman and
illegal”, the Supreme
Court on Tuesday or-
dered the city develop-
ment authority to pay Rs
10 lakh compensation
to each aggrieved house
owner within six weeks.
“The manner in which
the demolition has tak-
en place shock§ our

ifance " report”
in the matter by April
16, the next date of
hearing.

his associates with re-
spect to firstincident (on
February 23, 2020) only
and cognisable offence
has been disclosed by
the complainant. Put up
for the compliance of the
order from DCP North-
East on or before April 16,
2025,” the order said.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

of the appellants have
been high-handedly
demolished. There is
something called right
to shelter, due process
of law,” said a bench of
Justices Abhay S Oka
and Ujjal Bhuyan.

The bench said the
“high handed” manner of
the demolitions showed
insensitivity on the part
of authority while un-
derlining the “rule of the
law in the country”.

Residential structures

More than 10,000 Indians imprisoned
abroad, highest in Saudi Arabia: MEA

New Delh

ight Indian pris-
oners were trans-
ferred from for-

eign countries to India
between 2023 and Feb-
ruary 13 this year, ac-
cording to data shared
in a report by a Parlia-
mentary panel. It assert-
ed that the “low success
rate” in bringing back
Indian prisoners “calls
for an assessment” of
the efforts taken for it.
Citing  information
from the Ministry of Ex-
terna Affairs (MEA), the
report said that at pres-
ent, 10,152 Indian pris-
oners (in 86 countries)
including  under-trials
are lodged in foreign

prisons.

The report of the
Committee of External
Affairs, led by Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor, on
‘Indian Diaspora Over-
seas including NRIs,
PIOs, OCIs and Migrant
Workers: All  Aspects
of their Conditions and
Welfare, including the

Status of the Emigration
Bill' was presented in
Parliament on Tuesday.
In its report, the pan-
el also shared data on
foreign prisoners trans-
ferred from India to
their native countries
over the same period,
whose cumulative num-
ber stood at three.

The MEA has in-
formed the Committee
that so far, 31 bilateral
agreements on Transfer
of Sentenced Persons
(TSP) have been signed.

These countries are
- Australia, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Bosnia
and Ilerzegovina, Bra-
zil, Bulgaria, Cambodia,
Egypt, Estonia, France,
Hong Kong, Iran, Israel,
Ttaly, Kazakhstan, Re-
public of Korea, Kuwait,
Maldives, Mauritius,
Mongolia, Qatar, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, Turkiye, United
Arab Emirates (UAE),
United Kingdom and Vi-
etnam. Agency

bloc members walked
out of the meeting, ac-
cusing the government
of stifling their voice.

However, the politi-
cal heat and length of
the debate are unlikely
to have any bearing on
the final outcome as the
numbers heavily favour
the ruling BJP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) in the Lok
Sabha.

Congress’ deputy lead-
erin the Lok Sabha Gau-
rav Gogoi alleged that

of citizens cannot be de-
molished in such fash-
ion, it added.
The apex court said
the Prayagraj Develop-
ment Authority must
remember right to shel-
ter is an integral part of
Article 21 and there is a
rule of law which is basic
part of the Constitution.
The top court said the
demolition was carried
out by the authority un-
der Section 27 of the UP

discussed their joint strategy to oppose the bill at a meeting in the Parliament House.

their voices were being
ignored and said the op-
position parties wanted
more time to debate and
the House to take up
more issues, including
the situation in Manipur
and the row over elec-
tors’ photo identity card.

Rijiju said several par-
ties wanted four to six
hours of debate, while
those from the opposi-
tion demanded 12 hours.
He noted that the al-
lotted period of eight
hours can be extended
if the House feels so on
Wednesday.

The Rajya Sabha BAC
met later where it was
decided to have a dis-
cussion on the bill on
Thursday, by when the
Lower Iouse is expected
to deliver its verdict.

AIMIM member Asa-
duddin Owaisi, a sharp
critic of the bill, told re-
porters that he will put
forth his view during the
debate to show how “un-
constitutional” it is. This
bill is aimed at curbing
the religious freedom
of Muslims, he alleged,
adding that people will
teach BJP's allies like
TDP and JD(U) a lesson.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Urban Planning and De-
velopment Act, 1973.

The bench observed
a showcause notice was
issued on December 18,
2020, and pasted on the
houses the same day,
with the remark that on
two occasions attempts
had been made to serve
it in person.

The court said a subse-
quent order of demolition
was also affixed on Janu-
ary 8, 2021, but not sent

ok com/topstoryenglish
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cracker warehouse

blast in Gujarat
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Pa]gnpm’ (Gujarat)

ighteen  persons
lost their lives
while five others

were injured on Tuesday
after an explosion and
blaze ripped through
a godown where fire-
crackers were allegedly
stored and manufac-
tured illegally, leading
to the structure collapse
in Banaskantha district,
officials said.

The explosion, which
occurred at  approxi-
mately 9:45 AM, flat-
tened the godown in
an industrial area near
Deesa town, around 30
km from the Banaskan-
tha district headquar-
ters.

“All the deceased per-
sons were originally
from Ilaliya village in
Iarta district of Madhya
Pradesh,” said district
collector Mihir Patel.

The blast was so in-

HIGHLIGHT

® Maintaining that res-
idential structures
can’t be demolished
in such a fashion, the
court underlines the
importance of ‘rule of
the law in the country’

by the registered post.

“The first registered
post communication
was sent on March 1,
2021, received on March
6, 2021, and the demoli-
tion was carried out the
next day, leaving the ap-
pellants with no oppor-
tunity to appeal under
Section 27(2) of the Act,”
the bench said.

The top court went on,
“The object of the provi-
so to Section 27(1) is to
provide a reasonable op-
portunity to showcause
before demolition. This
is no way of granting a
reasonable opportunity.”

Agency

Will maintain decency in
shows, Allahbadia tells SC

New Delhi

odcaster Ranveer
Ps\llahbadin on

Tuesday filed an
undertaking in the Su-
preme Court saying he
would maintain decen-
cy in his “The Ranveer
Show”.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar ~ Singh was
informed by senior ad-
vocate Abhinav Chan-
drachud, appearing for
Allahbadia, that his cli-
ent had filed an under-
taking in compliance
with the direction of
the court and joined the
case’s investigation and
recorded his statements.

Chandrachud  sought

a modification of the top
court’s conditions ask-
ing Allahbadia to depos-
it his passport and said it
affected his livelihood

The senior couns
said Allahbadia had to
travel abroad for inter-
viewing different people

which required holding
several rounds of meet-
ings.

The bench said if Al-
lahbadia went abroad it
was bound to affect the
investigation and asked
solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, representing
Maharashtra and Assam
governments, about the
time-frame to complete
the probe.

Mehta said though he
did not seek any instruc-
tion on the same, the in-
vestigation was likely to
be over in two weeks.

The bench said it
would consider Allahba-
dia’s prayer for releasing
the passport two weeks
later. Agency

tense that it sent body
parts of workers flying
200-300 metres away.
The impact brought
down the RCC slab of
the structure. Even fam-
ily members of work-
ers staying on the same
premises were crushed
to death after blocks of
slabs fell on them, he
said.

Minister  Rushikesh
Patel told reporters that
seven fire teams, eight
ambulances, a State Dis-
aster Response Force
(SDRF) team and four
bulldozers were rushed
to the site for rescue op-
erations.

“As many as 18 persons
died in the incident and
five others were injured
after the slab of the
godown collapsed fol-
lowing a blast,” said Su-
perintendent of Police
Akshayraj Makwana.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

GST Collection
Surges 9.9%
to Rs 1.96
Lakh Cr in
March

New Delhi

Gross GST collection
grew 9.9 per cent in
March to over Rs 1.96
lakh crore - the sec-
ond-highest mop-up
ever, government data
showed on Tuesday.

GST revenue from
domestic  transactions
rose 8.8 per cent to Rs
1.49 lakh crore, while
revenue from imported
goods was higher 13.56
per cent to Rs 46,919
crore.

The gross collection
includes Central GST
mop-up of Rs 38,145
crore, State GST collec-
tion of Rs 49,891 crore
and Integrated GST
(IGST) of Rs 95853
crore. Cess collection
during March stood at
Rs 12,253 crore.

Total refunds during
March rose 41 per cent
to Rs 19,615 crore.

After adjusting re-
funds, net GST revenue
stood atover Rs 1.76 lakh
crore in March 2025, a
7.3 per cent growth over
the year-ago period.

GST collection had hit
a record high of Rs 2.10
lakh crore in April 2024.

Deloitte India Partner
MS Mani said the 9.9 per
cent increase in gross
GST collection for the
month reflects the im-
pact of year-end sales
push by businesses.

“It is very encouraging
to see that this is not
an isolated instance as
GST collections have
shown a steady in-
crease every month re-
flected by the 9.4 per
cent increase in annual
Gross GST collections,”
Mani said.

Gross GST collection
during  April-March
stood at Rs 22.08 lakh
crore, a 9.4 per cent
Y-0-Y growth.

Agency




Lok Sabha

set to take up
Wagqf bill for
consideration
on Wednesday
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The NDA has 293 MPs
in the Lower House
with a current strength
of 542, and the BJP has
often been successful in
pulling the support of
independent members
and parties.

Some major BJP allies
like the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP), Janata Dal
(United) and Chirag Pas-
wan-led LJP (Ramvilas)
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SC upholds Rajasthan Electricity Regulatory
Commission’s open access regulations

New Delhi;
he Supreme Court
I on Tuesday upheld
the validity of the
2016 regulations of the
Rajasthan  Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(RERC) on terms and
conditions to regulate
open access of power to
industrial consumers.

A bench comprising
justices Vikram Nath
and Prasanna B Varale
dismissed a bateh of ap-
peals filed by industrial

P

had exy d reserva-
tions over some aspects
of the bill but have since
become more agreeable
after the parliamentary
committee adopted a
few of their suggestions,
official sources have said.
The BJP and the Con-
gress are among the
parties that have issued
whips to their MPs, ask-
ing them to ensure their
presence in the House
and support their party’s
official stand. Ageney

2020 Delhi
riots: Court
orders FIR
against Kapil
Mishra

CONTFROM PAGE-1

The court directed the
police to examine the
complainant, and then
Delhi Police’s DCP Ved
Prakash Surya who was
reportedly  wandering
at the site during the
alleged incident, saying
“If you don't stop the
protest, then the con-
sequence will happen
here that you all will be
killed.”

The order said once it
was established prima
facie, Surya was to be
interrogated over the
presence of Mishra, and
what had transpired be-
tween them.

“He (Surya) is the best
person to explain as
what transpired on the
day between him and
Mishra coupled with ul-
timatum and warning by
DCP Ved Prakash Surva
subsequent thereof as
alleged by the complain-
ant and this requires se-
rious investigation. This
is being based by only
relying upon the materi-
al supplied by the pros-
ecution itself,” the court
said.

The order went on,
“His (Surya) personal in-
termgahnn is nece ry.
The series of events re-
veals that perhaps, if
allegations of complain-
ant are found to be true,
then DCP Ved Prakash
Surya knows something
which this Judiciary
does not.”

Agency

Ramayana Ispat Pvt Ltd,
against the Rajasthan
High Court decisions
from both its Jodhpur
and Jaipur Benches.

The high court ver-
dicts had upheld the
validity of the RERC
(Terms and Conditions
for Open Access) Regu-
lations, 2016.

The key change in-
troduced by the Regu-
lations of 2016 was the
imposition of limita-
tions on the simultane-
ous withdrawal of pow-
er through open access
and contracted demand
from the distribution li-
censee,

Under the new re-
gime, if a consumer
opted to procure power

ough open access,
the contracted demand

from the dlstnbulmn Ir

censee would be reduced
by the quantum of pow-
er scheduled through
open access and addi-
tionally, the Regulations
imposed penalties for
over-withdrawal ~ and
under-withdrawal from
the contmcted demand.
The main grievance
of companies was thzlt

restrictions were nrbx—
trary and contrary to the
Electricity Act, 2003.
The firms, engaged in
industrial  production,
rely on both captive
power generation and
open access electricity to
meet their power needs,
the plea said.

Previously, under the
Rajaﬁthan Electricity

restrictions, including
a reduction in contract-
ed demand from the
distribution licensee by
the quantum of power
scheduled through open
access, advance sched-
uling requirements and
penalties for over-with-
drawal or under-with-
drawal beyond contract-
ed demand.

c ;

like Hin-

the regulations i
restrictions on captive
power plants (CPPs) and
large consumers regard-
ing the simultaneous use

of open access electricity
and contracted demand
from distribution licen-
sees.

They argued that such

ARS Steel, Epic Group, sentra.
world Unveil Nation’s First
Eco-Friendly TMT Bars

New Delhi:
In a pioneering step to-
wards sustainable infra-
structure, ARS Steel has
suecessfully  delivered
India’s first green TMT
bar to Trimetro Group
for the construction of
Epic Group's state-of-
the-art manufacturing
facility in Bhubaneswar,
Odisha.

This marks a major
milestane in  India’s
construction sector
and its commitment to
net-zero goals, incor-
porating  eco-friendly
building practices and
cutting-edge  technolo-
oy

Epic Group, a global
leader in sustainable
fashion headquartered
in Hong Kong, is invest-
ing INR 377 crore to
establish a green man-
ufacturing facility in
India.

The facility, designed
to be Net Zero in energy
and water usage, aims
to set a new standard
for industrial sustaina-
bility in the country. A
key component of this
green initiative is the
use of ARS Steel's ul-
tra-low emission TMT
bars, supported hy sen-
traworld, a technolo-

—
This marks a major

milestone in India’s
construction  sector
and its commitment
to net-zero goals,

Y
(Terms and Conditions
for Open Access) Reg-
ulations, 2004, these
consumers had greater
flexibility in scheduling
power from different
sources, they had said.
However, the 2016
regulations  introduced

dustan Zinc Limited had
opposed these regula-
tions, arguing that they
restricted open access
and created unfair dis-
advantages for captive
power generators.
However, the high
court had held that the

A bench comprising
justices Vikram Nath
and Prasanna B Varale
dismissed a batch
of appeals filed by
industrial consumers,
including Ramayana
Ispat Pvt Ltd, against
the Rajasthan High
Court decisions from

both its Jodhpur and
Ilaleur Benches. I

regulations were mec-
essary for grid stability
and equitable distribu-
tion of electricity.

Writing an 83-page
judgement  for  the
bench, Justice Nath dis-
missed the appeals and
upheld the high court
Jjudgements.

The bench held that
the RERC has the statu-
tory authority under the
Electricity Act, 2003, to
regulate open access and
impose conditions to
ensure fair competition
and grid discipline.

It also said the re-
quirement for advance
scheduling and penalties
for deviations are within
the regulatory scope of
RERC and are designed
to prevent market ma-
nipulation and ensure
reliable power distribu-

tion.

The top court said the
regulations do not vio-
late constitutional rights
or statutory provisions
but are aligned with the
objectives of the Elec-
tricity Act, 2003.

It said while captive
power generators might
face inconvenience, this
does not render the reg-
ulations illegal or arbi-
trary and the measures
introduced by RERC are
intended to maintain
grid stability and ensure
that all electricity con-
sumers are treated equi-
tably.

The top court dealt
with several issues in-
cluding whether the
RERC has the juris-
diction to regulate in-
ter-state open access
under the Act of 2003
and if the imposition of
penalties for variations
in  withdrawal from
contracted demand
amounts to an unrea-
sonable restriction on
the right to open access
under the electricity law
of 2003.

“The statutory scheme
under the Act of 2003
mandates that regula-
tions framed by State
Commissions must
serve the larger public
interest.

INSV ‘Tarini’ enters Cape Town
completing fourth leg of expedition

Indian
Vessel (INSV) “Tarini®
cartying two women of-
ficers has entered Cape
Town in South Africa,

gy-driven startup dedi-
cated to decarbonizing
industrial manufactur-
ing.

India’s unique leader-
ship in defining “green
steel” is highlighted in
this project. According
to national standards,
steel with an emission

intensity below 1.6
1CO2/tfs  qualifies as
5-star rated.

With a national aver-
age emission intensity
around 2.5 tCO2/tcs,
ARS Steel has set an
industry benchmark by
hieving an emission
intensity of 0.59 tCOz2/
s,

This makes ARS
Steel's TMT bars four
times greener than the
national average and
positions them among
the lowest-emission
steel producers in the
country.

eco- pleting the fourﬂ\
friendly build leg of the ambiti
practices and cutting- pedition, officials s:ud
edge technoloy on Tuesday.

“Tarini’ is undertaking
the global circumnavi-
gation journey under the
Navika Sagar Parikrama
(NSP) 11, an Indian Navy
expedition  attempting
a double-handed  cir-
cumnavigation of the
earth via the three Great
Capes.

The vessel was flagged
off from Goa on October
2 last year by Navy Chief
Admiral Dinesh K Trip-
athi,

“INSV Tarini entered
Cape Town, South Af-
rica, completing the
fourth leg of the Na-
vika Sagar Parikrama
1T expedition,” a Navy
spokesperson said.

“The vessel and the
erew were welcomed
by Ruby Jaspreet, Con-
sul General of India at
Cape Town, Rear Ad-
miral (JG) Lisa Hen-
dricks, Chief of Staff,
South  African Navy

Railways records 1.68 pc growth in freight
loading to 1 617 mllhon tonnes in 2024-25

New Delhi:

The Indian Railways
registered a 1.68 per
cent growth in originat-
ing freight loading to
1,617.38 million tonnes
in the 2024-25 fiscal
against 1,590.68 mil-
lion tonnes in 2023-24,
the rail ministry said on
Tuesday.

“Loading for domes-
tic coal registered a
growth of 7.4 per cent
whereas domestic
containers  recorded
a growth of 19.72 per
cent. Fertiliser load-
ing recorded a growth
of 1.25 per cent while
petroleum, oil, and lu-
bricants loading wit-
nessed an increase of
0.61 per cent,” it said
in a statement.

“In terms of loading
achieved by zonal rail-
ways, Eastern Railway
achieved a growth of
16.11 per cent while
South East Central

Railway showed a
growth of 7.28 per
cent, Northeast Fron-
tier Railway registered
an upward trend with
4.21 per cent growth,”
it added.

Other zones such
as Northern Railway,
East Central Railway
and South Central
Railway continued the
trend with growths of
3.89 per cent, 2.82 per
cent and 2.14 per cent,
respectively.

Due to impressive
loading of coal by
the Indian Railways,
stock at power hous-
es reached 57 million

tonnes, the ministry
said.
“The Railways is

crucial for transport-
ing bulk commodities
which are essential for
industry and energy --
coal for power plants;
iron ore and finished
steel for manufactur-
ing and construction;

foodgrains for nation-
al distribution; fertil-
isers for agriculture,
and petroleum prod-
ucts for transportation
and other purposes,”
said Dilip Kumar, ex-
ecutive director for
information and pub-
licity at the Railway
Board.

“For long distances
and bulk goods, rail
transport has been
more economical than
road transport. This
helps reduce overall
logistics costs for busi-
nesses, making Indian
goods more competi-
tive domestically and
internationally,”  he
further said.

Kumar added the
Railways linked
mines, factories, ag-
ricultural regions and
ports  with  markets
across the country, en-
abling seamless supply
chains.

Sailing.

Fleet and the Defence
Advis India at
Preto aptain Atul
Supahla. hee
The South African
naval band also per-
formed welcoming the
vessel to the port.
he NSP II expedi-
tion is being under-
taken by two women
officers of the Indian
Navy — Lt Cdr Dilna K
and Lt Cdr Roopa A.
“The mission aims to
cover more than 23,400
nautical miles (approx-
imately 43,300 kilom-
eters) in eight months,
with a scheduled return
to Goa in May 2025.
The expedition has so
far had three stopovers

at Fremantle (Austral-

ia), Lyttelton (New Zea-
land) and Port Stanley,
Falklands (the UK),”
the spokesperson said.

The wvessel will be
at Royal Cape Yacht
Club for two weeks for
scheduled maintenance
and repairs.

The crew of the vessel
will engage and interact
with the South African
Navy at Simon’s Town
Naval Base and Gor-
don's Bay Naval Col-
lege. Community out-
reach events are also
planned during their
stay,

The vessel and its
crew having encoun-
tered rough seas and

extremely cold tem-
perature, coupled with
stormy weather condi-
tions, made the task of
circumnavigation high-
ly challenging and de-
manding. The passage
so far witnessed winds
in excess of 50 knots
(93 kmph) and waves
up to7m (23 feet) high,
the Navy spokesperson
said.

The vessel is likely to
depart Cape Town on
April 15, he said.

The indigenously
built INSV Tarini is a
56-foot sailing vessel,
which was inducted in
the Indian Navy in 2018
and has participated in
many such expeditions

In AAP govt’s term, there were over 21,000 power
cuts exceeding one hour in a year: Ashish Sood

Abhishek Byahut

Delhi’s Power Minister,
Ashish Sood, in Delhi
legislative assembly ad-
dressed claims by oppo-
sition leaders, particu-
larly Atishi Marlena and
Arvind Kejriwal, about
power cuts, aceusing
them of spreading mis-
information,

He argued that they
are using fake social
media accounts and
false data to stir unrest
regarding power out-
ages in Delhi.

Sood shared statis-
ties showing that dur-
ing the previous gov-
ernment’s term, there
were over 21,000
power cuts exceeding
one hour in a vear,
whereas the current
government is active-
ly working to improve
the electricity supply

system.
He acknowledged
that improvements

take time and detailed

ongoing maintenance
work, such as up-
grades to transformers
and cable repairs. The
Delhi government, led
by Chief Minister Smt.
Rekha Gupta, remains
committed to ensuring
a stable power supply
despite misinforma-
tion campaigns.

Sood warned of legal
action against anyone,
including former offi-
cials, who spread false-
hoods that could cause

panic. He criticized op-
position leaders for not
engaging with the facts
he presented and urged
Marlena not to use pow-
er issues for personal
political gain.
Additionally,  Sood
mentioned the Electric-
ity Rights of Consumer
Act, which guarantees
continuous power sup-
ply, and accused the
previous AAP govern-
ment of delaying its im-

Code for Peace:
7,000+ Innovators
Unite at MIT-WPU
Hackathon

New Delhi:
Jorld Peace Uni-
(Mll -WPU),

MIT
versity

a tl\me~dav hackathon
that brought together
over 7,000 participants,
fostering a spirit of in-
novation, collaboration,

and  problem-solving.
With fourteen diverse
tracks, the event served
as a launchpad for
groundbreaking  ideas.
bridging academia and
industry to address re-
al-world challenges.
This year’s theme, (Le
Chhallang) — The Leap
of Faith, encouraged
participants  to  step
evond their comfort
zones, challenge exist-
ing norms, and push the
boundaries of technol-
ogy and entrepreneur-
ship. The event featured
lineup of competitions,
including Ideathon,
Workathon, Capture the
Flag, Pharmathon, Bio-
Thon,  Hack-Al-Thon,
and Data Quest, among
others, giving students
an opportunity to ap-
ply their knowledge in
Al, eybersecurity, space
technology, pharmaceu-
ticals, and more.
Throughout the hack-
athon, participants en-
gaged in high-impact
problem-solving, devel-
oping innovative solu-
tions that were evalu-
ated by a panel of 450+
industry experts, acad-
emicians, and research-
ers. Projects spanned
multiple disciplines,
from artificial intelli-
gence and blockchain to
sustainable energy and
healthcare.

18 killed in
firecracker
warehouse
blastin
Gujarat

CONT FROM PAGE-1

He said forensic teams
are trying to ascertain
the cause of the explo-
sion.

Makwana  said the
structure- Deepak
Traders- was owned
by father-son duo
l)eepaj\ Mohnani and
Khubchand Mohnani.

“Prima facie, they were
stocking firecrackers
illegally. Police have
registered an FIR, and
formed five teams for
investigation. A special
investigation team (SIT)
headed by a Dy SP-lev-
el officer has also been
formed,” he said, adding
that some persons have
been rounded up for
questioning.
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Gautam Buddha
Nagar admin to
crackdown on lift
safety norm
violators

Noida
‘The Gautam Buddha Nagar
district admimstration has
decided to take action
against the companies and
organisations that have not
registered the Tifts. They
will be sent notices spon.

The government had im-
plemented the Lift Act in
September last year. Un-
der this, it was n vio
register all the lifts and
mianufacturing companies
within six months.

There are more than
80,000 lifts in the district.
So far only 3320 lifts have
been registered. The ad-
ministration has received
revenue of Rs 1.60 crore
from registration. This Act
was implemented after cas-
es of faulty lifts came to
light in Neida and Greter
Noida West.

Earlier, no one's respon-
sibility was being fixed to
preventaccidents. In sucha
situation, buyers were de-
manding the implementa-
tion of the Lift Act. After i
plementing it, the adminis-
tration formed a committee
and prepared its action
plan. The time set by the
governmentfor registration
under the Act was complet-
ed on March 31, but still
more than 75, 000 lift op-
erators have not registered.
These include both govern-
mentand non-government
organisations.

Gawtam Buddha Nagar
district magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma says that no-
tices will be sent to opera-
tors who do not get regis-
tered. Also, 2 meeting will be
held soon regarding this,
in which action will be tak-
en for the penalty applicable
under the Act.

Sunny day in Delhi
air quality remains
‘moderate’

New Delhi

‘With clear sky, the national
capital on Tuesday recorded
a maximum temperature of
34.5 degrees Celsius, 0.5
notch-above normal, the In-
dia Meteoralogical Depart-
ment said.

The minimum tempera-
ture in the capital was
recorded at 14.6 degrees Cel-
sius, 4.2 notches above nor-
mal, the MeT office said.

The humidity levels fluc-
tuated between 40 per cent
and 20 per cent during the
day, the IMD said.

The weather office has
forecast clear sky for
Wednesday, with the maxi-
mum temperature expected
tobearound 37 degrees Cel-
sius, and the minimum 16
degrees Celsius.

The city's air quality con-
tinued in the ‘moderate’ cat-
egory for five days minning
withan AQIof 144 at 4 pm
onTuesday, as perthe Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board.

The Air Quality Early
‘Warning System for Delhi
has forecast the capital's air
quality to remain in the
moderate category for the
nextiwo days.

AnAQI between 0 and 50
is considered 'good’, 51 to
100 satisfactory', 101t0 200
‘moderate’, 201 to 300 "poar’,
301 to 400 'very poor’, and
401 to 500 "severe'.

Massive fire at

New Delhi
Amam\ebldzebml\eo\n at
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Odd-even scheme enforced in Delhi only
5 times out of 95 needed: CAG report

H The Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) mandates these measures when PM2.5 lev-
els exceed 300 pg/m? or PM10 Ievels surpass 500 p.g/m3 for over 48 hours.

New Delhi

he previous AAP

government's flag-

ship  odd-even

scheme aimed at
curbing air pollution in the
national eapital was not "ef-
fectively” implemented, ac-
cording toa CAG report pre-
sented in the Delhi Assembly
on Tuesday.

The report on vehicular
air pollution in Delhi, tabled
by Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta in the assembly, also
flagged major policy gaps
and poor coordination
among agencies as key fac-
tors contributing to wors-
ening pollution in the city.

According to the Comp-
troller and Auditor General
(CAG) report, there were 95
instances between January
2017and March 2020 when
GRAP restrictions such as
the odd-even scheme and
theban ontruck entry should
have been enforced dueto se-
vere pallution.

However, the Department
of Transport (DeT) imple-
mented the vehicle rationing
scheme only five times and

Testricted truck entryon just
eight occasions during this
period, it said.

The Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) mandates
these measures when PM2.5
levels exceed 300 pg/m3 or
PM1o levels surpass 500
pg/m3 forover 48 hours.

The odd-even scheme was
not "effectively" implement-
ed, the CAG report said.

Over 200 held in drive
against organised street
crimes in Delhi's Rohini

Police have arrested over
200 people under excise,
gambling and narcotics cas-
es and for street crime dur-
ing a month-long drive in
North West Delhi's Rohini,
an official said on Tuesday.

A total of 63 cases were
registered under the Exeige
Act. 55 under the Gambling
Act and 12 under the NDPS
Act during the drive from
March 1to31.

"Teams have arrested 64
people in Excise Act cases,
117 in gambling-related of-
fences and 15 under the
NDPS Act," the official said.

Police recovered Rs L10
lakhin cagh and over 2,600
bottles of illegal licuor. nad-
dition, 2.784 kg of cannabis,
60.34 gm of smack, 48.78

gm of charas, 25 banned
tablets and 25 injections
were seized, the official
added.

The drive also focused on
curbing street crimes, with
13 robbers and 20 snatchers
being arrested.

The police held 44 auto-
lifters, leading to the resolu-
tion of 45 motorvehicle theft
cases, and arrested 55 people
involved in burglary and
theftcases, solving 86 cases
in the process.

‘The report further noted
that to reduce pollution, the
government did not take ad-
equate steps like develop-
ing inter-state bus terminals
(ISBTs) at Delhi's entry
points or relocating inland
container depots outside the
city.

Moreover, two-wheelers,
whichmake up 66 per cent of
registered vehicles in Delhi,

were exempted from the
odd-even scheme every time
it was enforced, the report

Theaudit pointed out that
the government did not seek
expert opinions on the im-
pact of these exemptions be-
fore implementing the
scheme,

‘The DoT admitted in Oc-
tober 2021 that the inade-

quacy of public transport
was 4 major constraint in
fully implementing the vehi-
cle rationing scheme, it said.

The report concluded that
the lack of timely action un-
dermimed GRAP's objectives,
allowing pollution levels to
remain high despite clear
mitigation guidelines.

Speaking on the CAG re-
port, Enviropment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa
slanmmed the previous AAP
government over the
scheme.

“They spent Rs 53 crore
solely on implementing the
odd-even scheme, but it did
nat lead to any significant re-
duction in vehicle pollution.
Instead of investing in con-
crete pollution control meas-
ures, the previous govern-
ment spent money only on
publicity campaigns, which
provided no lasting benefits
to Delhi’s environment,” he
said.

He farther pointed out
that in 2012, Delhi needed
11,000 DTC buses, but at
that time, the then Congress
government was operating

50 per cent private buses.

Before the AAP govern-
ment took over, 5,223 DTC
buses were running. How-
ever, after the AAP came to
power, 2,000 buses disap-
peared, while the number
of private buses increased
from 1,293 to 2,990, Sirsa
daimed.

The minister also men-
tioned the smog tower set up
in Connaught Place, saying,
“AAP spentRs 22 crore ona

smog tower. but within a
year, it stopped function-

He also alleged misman-
agement in operations of
DTC buses,

Sirsa claimed that a com-
pany was formed to manage
bus services, with the Delhi
government holding a 50
per cent stake. However, the
company, orignallvvalued at
Rs 200 crore, was later sold
for just Rs 10 crore, he said.

Sirsa further alleged that
the companywas sold toen-
tities that later partnered
with Russian firms, facifi-
tating under-the-table trans-
actions abroad.

Delhi Assembly constitutes 3 financial
panels 1nc1ud1ng Pubhc Accounts Committee

New Delhi

Delhi Assembly Speaker Vi-
jender Gupta on Tuesday
announced unopposed dec-
tion of members to three fi-
nancial panels of the House
including Public Accounts
Committee (PAC), which
will exantine the CAG re-
ports presented recently in
the House.

The other two panels are
Committee on Government
Undertakings and Com-
mittee on Estimates.

‘The three nine-member
committees have six ruling
BJP MLAs and three from
the opposition Aam Aadmi
Party.

The PAC members will be
BJP MLAs Ajay Mahawar,
Arvinder Singh Lovely,
Kailash Gahlot, Raj Kumar
Chauhan, Satish Upadhyay
and Shikha Rai. AAP MLAs

including Leader of Oppo-
sition Atishi, Kuldeep Ku-
mar and Virendra Singh
Kadiyan will also be mem-
bers of the panel.

The Comptrollerand Au-
ditor General (CAG) re-
ports on DTC, health, air
pollution, and excise tabled
in the House during the
ongoing budget session,
have been referred to the

Delhi CM Gupta promises pothole-
free roads before monsoon

New Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta said the Delhi govern-
nient will ensure pothole-
free roads in the national
capital before the mon-
soon atrives in the city.

Following a midnight in-
spection of road repair
work on the Outer Ring
Road streteh from Mad-
huban Chowk to Mukarba
Chowk on Sunday, Gupta
directed the officials to pri-
oritise public convenience
and ensure there is no neg-
ligence in execution.

"She expressed her com-
mitment to make Delhi's
Roads pothole-free before
the monsoon and has is-
stied necessary instructions
to all concerned agencies,”
a government statement
said.

"Our government is

making every possible ef-
fort to strengthen and im-
prove Delhi’s roads. To-
day, construction of a 4
km road stretch from Mad-
huban Chowk to Mukarba
Chowk, to ensure high-
quality execution and ime-
ly completion,” it said.

The project, being exe-
cuted by PWD Northern
Zone, involves strength-
ening both sides of the
Outer Ring Road along-
side the elevated corridor.

The road work is being
carried out using cold
milling and hot recycling

techniques for long-last-
ing durability.

The chief minister as-
serted the road strength-
ening project being car-
ried out at Rs 12.85 crore,
includes a two-layer rein-
forcement process. The
first layer utilises dense
bitumen macadam (DBM)
while the second layer
comprises dense bitumen
concrete (DBC).

Additionally, existing
road layers are being re-
moved through cold
milling to maintain proper
levelling. Thermoplastic
paint, glow studs, and me-
dian markers are being in-
stalled to enhance night-
time visibility, while a 50
mm thick stone matrix as-
phalt (SMA) layer is being
laid near the elevated fly-
over, she said.

commercial complex in Jhandewalan extension no one injured

Prompt action by locals
.mrlpassa-sh\' lu-lped inthe

plex build-
ing in central Delhi's Jhan-
dewalan extension on Tues-
day afternoon, prompting
the fire depariment to deploy
18 fire brigades, officials said.
Huge flames and plumes
ofthick black smoke could be
seen billowing into the sky
froma distance as thefire en-
gulfed the entire building,
which houses a private bank,
multiple offices and a pizza
outlet.

evacuation of
people who were present in-
sidethe Anarkali Complexin
Block E 3, the officials said.

Nobody gotinjured inthe
incident that happened
around 2 pm, they said.

However, several vehicles
caught fire as parts of the
burning hoardings fell on
themn.

Tnitially, cight fire brigades
were pressed into serviee
but as the flames were

spreading fast due to high
winds, more tenders were
deployed to contain the fire,
a Delhi Fire Services official
said.

The firefighters are spray-
mgwater on the top floors of
the building using & crane. So
far, nobody has been found
trapped inside, he said.

DCP (Central) M Harsha
Vardhan said the fire had
spread to a DDA shopping
complex nearby. Firefighters
and police personnel are at
the spot.

According to the police,
the area has been cordoned
off. Some renovation work
was underway on the second
and third floors of the build-
ing.

The fire also spread to a
private bank inside the build-
ing but nobody got injured as
the bank was not operational
today, they said.

Meanwhile,  Krishan
Singh, an eyewitness said, “Tt
was around 2 pm. when peo-
ple saw thick black smoke
coming out of the building.

“At first we thought that
the workers engaged in ren-
ovation work may have burnt
something, But later we saw
flames and immediately
rushed there and raised an
alarm,” he said.

Another eyewitness, Ajay,
who works as a branch man-
ager at a private bank near-
by, informed that his car
was gutted by the fire.

"Twas least bothered about
my car. [ was more worried
about the workers inside the
pizza outlet.

PAC for probe and com-
mendations.

The Committee on Gov-
ernment Undertakings has
BJP MLAs Deepak Chaud-
hary, Gajendra Dral, Anil
Gayal, Kuldeep Solanki, Raj
Karan Khatri and Tilak
Ram Khatri as its mem-
bers, while Sanjiv Jha,
Prem Chauhan and Ajay
Dutt will be members of

the panel from AAP.

‘This committee will look
into the CAG reports on fi-
nance and appropriation
accounts of the previous
AAP government in Delhi,
revealing non-submission
of bills and utilisation cer-
tificates worth hundreds of
crores of rupees,

‘The four reports pertain
to Finance Aceounts and
Appropriation Accounts of
the Delhi government for
the financial years 2021-
22 and 2022-23.

‘The Estimates Commit-
tee members are Gajendra
Singh Yadav, Harish Khu-
rana, , Kulwant Rana,
Poonam Sharma, Sanjay
Goyal and Sandeep
Sehrawat (all from the
BJP), and Imran Hussain,
Som Dutt and Vishesh Ravi
from AAP.

Cooperation Minister Ravinder
Indraj Singh makes a surprise
visit to the Registrar Office

Staff Reporter
Delhi
Cooperation Minister
Ravinder Indraj Singh
made a surprise visit to
the Registrar Cooperative
Societies office on April 1,
2025.

He examined depart-
mental records and the
registration process for
cooperative societies,
checking on pending cas-
es.

He emphasized that all
outstanding applications
must be resolved prompt-
ly and directed officials to
digitalize the process to
make it easier for appli-
cants, so they don’t need
to visit the office multiple
times.

During the visit, he as-
sessed officials” punctu-
ality and the clarity of in-
formation provided to ap-
plicants.

The Minister also
checked on basic ameni-

He emphasized
that all outstand-
ing applications
must be resolved
promptly and di-
rected officials to
digitalize the
process to make it
easier for appli-
cants, so they
don’t need to visit
the office multiple
times.

ties for people visiting the
office. Additionally, he
asked about a statue of
Shaheed Bhagat Singh
planned for installation
and mentioned govern-
ment efforts to empower
women in self-help
groups by helping them
sell their products in
housing societies.

AAP MLAs seek
discussion in
Assembly over
power cuts in
Delhi

New Delhi

AAP MLAs on Tuesday
submitted notices to the
Delhi Assembly secretary,
requesting a discussion on
the alleged power cuts af-
fecting several areas in the
city.

AAP legislators Sanjeey
Jha and Kuldeep Kumar
wrote separate letters to
the Delhi Power Minister
Ashish Sood, highlighting
prolonged outages and
urging the government to
address the issue.

Burari MLA Sanjeev Jha
called attention to a pow-
er outage in Jagatpur vil-
lage in his assembly con-
stituency on March 28, af-
fecting households, busi-
nesses, and essential serv-

spite complaints, no
immediate resolution was
provided. I urge the Min-
ister of Power to provide &
detailed explanation and
outline immediate steps
to prevent such oceur-
rences in the future,” Jha
wrote, invoking Rule 54 of
the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business
in the Legislative Assem-
bly.

Meanwhile, MLA
Kuldeep Kumar called for
an adjournment motion
under Rule 59 to discuss
the issue in the Assembly.

"These outages have
caused severe inconven-
ience to residents, dis-
rupted businesses, and
hampered essential serv-
ices. The situation de-
mands immediate atten-
tion and a thorough re-
sponse from the govern-
ment," Kumar stated,

The power supply issue
has sparked a political row
between the AAP and the
ruling BJP. AAP leaders
have accused the BJP of
failing to manage electrie-
ity distribution after as-
suming power in Febru-

ary.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be known to all concern that
iy client Shri Kishan Lal 5/0
Shri Mool Chand and Smt. San-
to W/oShri Kishan Lal, both
Rfo'/A-137, Deli Extension,
New Delhi-110080, hereby dis-
own and disinherit their son
Kamal Kumar for all intents
and purposes and further de-
clare that he shall have no
right, title o interests in the
movable and immovable prop-
erties of my clients. My clients.
further restrain him from en-
tering in their house, Itis fur-
ther clear that my clients shall
not be responsible for his acts,
omission and further will not
be held responsible while he
deal with anyone in any man-
ner for any purpose and intent.
RAVILOMOD & ASSOCIATES
(ADVOCATES AND CONSULT-
ANTS)

Chamber No.437, Lawyer's
Block Saket Courts, New Del-
hi- 110017

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC AT LARGE IS
INFORMED THAT MY CUENTS
(1) SHRI BALRAJ S/O LATES.L.
TYAG] AND (2) SMT. NIRAI
W/0 SHRI BALRAJ, BOTH R/0
HND.54, TYAGI MOHALLA,
JHATIKARA WEST DELHI, DEL-
HI-43, HAVE DISOWNED AND
DEBARRED THEIR SON NAME-
LY SHRI RAHUL TYAGI, HIS
DAUGHTER-N-LAW SMT.
AYUSHI TYAGI AND GRAND-
SON NAMELY MOKSH TYAGI,
ALLR/0H.ND.6, MOHAMMAD.
KHER!, DAULATABAD, GURU-
GRAM, (HARYANA), FROM ALL
THEIR AND IMMOVEABLE
PROPERTIES AND ALSO SEV-
ERED ALLRELATIONS FROM
THEM AS THEY ARE NOT UN-
DER THE CONTROL OF MY
CLIENTS. MY CLIENTS ARE NOT
RESPONSIBLE FORANY ACT
COMMITTED BY THEM.

SIDDHARTH PANDIT
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO.A-11, AMAR-
NATH MONGA BLOCK, TIS
HAZARI COURTS, DELHI-
110054
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CAG report tabled in Assembly flags
lapses in Delhi's pollution control measures

B More than 1.08 lakh vehicles were issued pollution under control (PUC) certificates despite them
emitting carbon monoxide (CO) and hydrocarbons (HC) beyond permissible limits, the reports said.

New Delhi

elhi's worsening
air pollution has
been exacerbat-
ed bylapsesinits

pollution control mecha-
nisms, including irregular-
ities in the issuance of PUC
certificates, unreliable air
quality monitoring systems,
and poor enforcement of
‘pollution control measures,
according to a CAG report
tabled in the Assembly on
Tuesday.

The report on 'Vehicular
Air Pollution in Delhi',
tabled by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, highlighted
major policy gaps and weak
enforcement and poor co-
ordination among agencies
as key reasons behind the
worsening pollution sce-
mnario in the national capital.

More than 1.08 lakh ve-
hicles were issued pollu-
tion under control (PUC)
certificates despite them
emitting carbon monoxide
(CO) and hydrocarbons
(HC) beyond permissible
limits, the reports said.

In many cases, multiple
vehicles were issued cer-
tificates at the same time,
sometimes within aminute
of each other, it said.

Between 2015 and 2020,
nearly 4,000 diesel vehicles
that exceeded pollution lim-
its were still certified as
compliant, allowing them to
remain on the road despite
their high emission levels,
the report said.

Out of the 14 CAG re-
ports on the performance of
the previous Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) dispensation in
Delhi, eight, including on

excise and health, have
been tabled in the Assembly
so far by the BJP govern-
ment, which assumed
charge of Delhiafter more
than 26 years following a
landslide victory in the As-
sembly polls held on Feb-
ruary 5.

The report said the city's
Continuous Ambient Air
Quality Monitoring Stations
(CAAQMS) do not meet the
requivements set by the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), leading to
concerns about inaccura-
cies in pollution control
Measures.

The Air Quality Index
(AQT) values reported dai-
ly may not always reflect the
actual pollution levels, mak-
ing it difficult for the an-
thorities to respond effec-
tively, it noted.

The report also eriticised
the previous AAP govern-
ment for failing to conduct
any real-time studies to

Delhi Minister threatens
legal action over AAP’s
blackout claims

identify the exact sources of
poltution, a crucial step in
fornmlating targeted soln-
tions.

"Vehicles are one of the
major local contributors to
Delhi's poor air quality,”
the report said.

Out of the 47.51 lakh
overage vehicles required to
be deregistered from 2018~
19 to 2020-21, the govern-
ment deregistered only 2.98
lakh such vehicles, consti-
tuting a small fraction (6.27
per cent) of the end-of-life-
veliicle (ELV), while a ma-
jority 03.73 per cert (44.53
lakh) of the ELVs had "ac-
tive" registration status as
of March 2021, the report
said. indicating that these
LELVs were still plying on
Delhi roads.

None of the 347 im-
pounded vehicles were
serapped by March 2021,
and the capacity of im-
pounding pits remains
grossly inadequate with

space for only 4,000 vehi-
cles compared to over 41
lakh vehicles awaiting
serapping, it added.

Inadequate enforcemert
is another major challenge,
‘the report said.

‘The transport depart-
ment's enforcement branch
does not have sufficient
staff or vehicles equipped
with pollution-checking de-
vices, making it difficult to
moitor violations effec-
tively, it said.

Besides the shortage of
staff, the enforcement
teams did not have vehicles
mounted with PUC equip-
ment to check visibly pol-
luting vehicles, resulting in
inadequate coverage of the
entry points to Delhi, indi-

teams was also bound tobe
sub-optimal, it said
Additionally, the devel-
opment of ISETs at the en-
try points is another issue.
The CAG report for the
year ended March 31, 2018,
also highlighted that the
Supreme Court's directions
(1998) to the Government
of National Capital Terri-
tory of Dethi (GNCTD) for
setting up two ISBTs at the
southwest and north entry
points to Delhi to prevem

utilised.

Poorly managed parking
contributes to congestion
and increased vehicle emis-
sions, further worsening
the city's ait quality, it said.

Despite years of govern-
ment interventions and ac-
tion plans, the report said
Delhi's pollution crisis was
not just a result of external
factors such as crop burning
in the neighbouring states
but is also fuelled by sys-
temic faﬂums in regulation

the entry of diesel-po

inter-state buses beyond

the periphery of the capital

were not complied with.
The Delhi gover

and within the
city ftself.
The findings showed that

while authorities have in-

did not establish the twu
new ISBTs at Dwarka and
Narela, despite more than
20 years passing since the
Supreme Court's directions.

In the absence of ISBTs at
the entry points, diesel-op-
erated inter-state buses
were forced to traverse the
city to reach the existing IS-
BTs (at Sarai Kale Khan
and Kashmiri Gate).

The transport depart-
ment said in November
2021 thatproposals for the
development of two new
ISBTs were being worked
out, and it has been decid-
ed that the Dwarka ISBT
would be developed bythe
PWD.

Additionally, concerns
have heen raised over the
mmgemcm of funds

troduced to con~
trol pollution, poor en-
forcement and lack of co-
ordination among agencies
prevented  meaningful
progress, as pet the report.

Ttalso pointed to vehicu-
lar emissions, industrial
pollution, construction
dust, and stubble burning
as primary contributors to
Delhi's deteriorating air

Rights of OCI cardholder can't be
curtailed arbitrarily: Delhi HC

A

Rights of an overseas

Justice Sachin Datta
said John Robert

of India holding a valid OCL Roughton Il ought to
card cannot becurtailedar-  paye peen given an ef-
bitrarily, the Delhi High factive opportunty:to
Court has said whille rulirig PROEet,
% ddress the allega-

that the deportation and 2 leg
blacklisting of an OCT card ~ tiONs, as he directed
holder, invalved in alleged  the Centre toserve a
unauthorised missionaryac-  Show cause notice to
tivities in Nagaland andoth-  him before passing a
er northeastern states, did speaking order on the
;:":m{f;]"w the statutory  jssye after duly consid-

Justice Sachin Datta saud etinghis response;
John Robert The petiti il
oughttohave been g]venan that he was neither given a
effective opportunity to ad-  reason nor any official order
dress the allegations, as he  to explain his deportation.
directed the Centre to serve The Centre's counsel op-
a show cause notice to him  posed the petition and said
before passing a speaking the petitioner was denied
order on the issue affer duly  eniry becanse he had been
considering his response. ‘blacklisted by security agen-

The principles of natu-

cies on account of his in-

quality. ral justic('-1 t_he judge said, volvement in missionary ac-
Ad y, improper d and part of  tivities in Nagaland and oth-
v biomass  the statutory procedur er nortk states for
burning, and limited green  visaged for cancelling ﬂlL several years without ob-
cover further aggravate the  registration of an overseas  taining special permission
situation. citizen of India (OCI) card-  from the competent author-
The report further high-  holder. ity.
lighted the government's "In the present ease, the In the judgement, the
rvesponse and policy gaps,  petitioner has not been court noted that OCI card-
mentioning that multiple  granted an opportunitytobe  holders held a special status
policies and action plans  heard.andhasalsonotbeen  and that the Supreme Court
existed but they lacked informedabout thegrounds termed the right conferred

strict enforcement and in-

cating a weak
regime, as per the report.

In the absence of input
data regarding location-
wise vehicular load, the de-
ployment of the few ill-
equipped enforcement

nieant for park-
ing infrastructure, The re-
port said that while money
was collected through tax-
es for parking facilities,
there was no official record
as to how these funds were

ment coordina-
tion.

It also highlighted the
need for better monitor-
ing, stricter pollution con-
trol measures, and im-
proved public awareness.

DGP UP Prashant Kumar announced improvements
in policing 1nfrastructure at pollce stations

ing last rites and delivering
essential goods, despite lack-
ing formal training for these
duties. He noted that the re-
sponse time for emergency
calls made to 112 has signif-
icantly decreased from 30
‘minutes in 2017 to just eight
minutes today due to en-
haneed resources and strate-
gies.

Amar Saini
NOIDA
In a recent event in Noida,
UP Director General of Police
Prashant Kumar announced
improvements in policing
infrastrncture, including
video walls, pinkbooths, and
green energy projects at po-
lice stations.
He emphasized that there
is no significant mafia pres-
ence left in Uttar Pradesh, al-
thoup,h new types of mafias =
ing, forming al- d recruitment
' haucesthat pressurepolice.  transparently, lowering the
New Delhi the city through misinfor- Kumarmentionedtheim- average age of officers to
Delhi Power Minister Ashish ~ mation," he added. plr:mmtﬂnan of the police about 30 years.
Sood on Tuesday warned of Sood data on a system Kumar praised police ef-
striet legal action against power outages in Delhi, mlmduced in phases, with forts during the Covid pan-
those allegedly spreading  claiming that since the BIP Lucknowand Gautam Bud-  demicand the Kumbh Mela,
misinformation about pow-  government took charge, dha Nagar being the first. highlighting their commit-
er outages in the city. there has been fewer outages  The U'P Police, the largest  mentto duty without self-in-
His k: ida  at Atishi’s resids com-  civil intheworld,  terest. Police performed var-
palitical tussle between the  pared to other areas. "Over  has reduced vacancies and  ious tasks, suchas conduct-
ruling BJP and the opposi-  the past 10 years, there were
tion AAP over claimsof dis-  2,72,137 power cuts in Del- C M Gupta Tourlsm Kap]l Mlshra
ruptions disruptionsinelec-  hilasting over an hour, av-
tricity supply. eraging 75 times per day. No

"We will take strict ac-
tion against such fake ac-
counts and the people who
support these accounts. We
will take eriminal action,
not crvil, against the cul-
rits," Sood said in the Del-
hiAssembly while respond-
ing to a Calling Attention
Motion on the issue.

Dismissing claims of a
pawer crisis, Sood asserted
that the cmugt:s were part of
routine toen-

one can refute thisdata,” he
said-

Earlier in the day, AAP
MLAs Knldeep Kumar and
Sanjeev Jha submitted no-
tices to the Delhi Assembly
secretary, requesting a dis-
cussion on the power cuts af-
fecting several areas in the
city.
Kumar called for an ad-
journment motion under
Rule 59 to discuss the issue
inthe bly. "These out-

sure the reliability of power
gridsahead of summer. "We
are a 4o-day-old govern-
ment, yet they daim we have
disrupted a system thatwas
‘perfect for the past 10 years.
There is no electricity crisis,”
e said, adding that the pow-
ercuts are due to the main-
tenance of equipment, a
process that happens every
year.

He further accused AAP,
including Leader of Oppo-
sition Atishi, of spreading
"false narratives" on social
media using fake accounts

ages havc caumd severein-

visited Jagannath Temple in Hauz Khas

Staff Reporter
New Dethi

Chief Minister of Delhi
Rekha Gupta and Tourism
and Culture Minister Kapil
Mishra visited the Jagan-
nath Temple in Hauz Khas to
offer prayers for the pros-
perity of Delhi's people.

They emphasized honor-
ing Odisha's culture and tra-
ditions due to the commu-~
ity s unpnrtautrule inDel-
hi's

chsmpted busmesses, and
hampered essential services,
The situation demands im-
mediate attention and a
thorough response from the
government," Kumar al-
leged.

However, MLA Kumar
was absent during the min-
ister's response as all AAP
MLAs had staged a walkout.

Speaker Vijender Gupta
condemned the AAP MLA
and warned Kumar about
his foture mnducl wh]le

and bots. "Th i
trying to ereate disorder in

some BJP ML
action against ]nm.

Chief Minister Gupta an-
nounced that Odisha Day
will now be celebrated an-
nually with grandeur, high-
lighting the contributions of
the Odisha community in
various fields such as trade
and education.

During a cereniony after
their temple visit, Gupta ex-
pressed her appreciation for
the hard work of the Odisha
conmmunity and stated that
the blessings of Lord Jagan-
nath will help Delhi progress
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership.

Minister Kapil Mishra con-
firmed that Odisha Day is
now officially on the Delhi
Government’s calendarand
will be celebrated each year
with enthusiasm.

‘The felicitation event fea-
tured Gupta, Mishra, New
Delhi MP Bansuri Swaraj,
Malviya Nagar MLA Satish
Upadhyay, and many mem-
bers of the Odisha commu-
nity: Odisha is noted for its

rich art, culture, and archi-

tecture, with the Odlissi dance
form heing famaus world-
wide,

The state is home to re-
markable handicrafts and
significant temples like the
Sun Temple in Konark, Lin-
garaj Temple in
Bhubaneswar, and Jagan-
nath Temple in Puri, which
are important for many
devotees.

Thelaunch of the Bhashay
app, which will aid in lan-
guage translation for better
communication, was also
announced. Additionally, a
campaign aganst drug abuse
in edncational institutions
was initiated, reflecting the
police’s ongoing efforts to
address community issues
and improve their services.

Tnanother newsincident,
asignificant theft occurred at
the Medical Park in Sector
28, Greater Noida. Thieves
broke into a storage area of
Chahat Kasana Private Lini-
ited during the day and stole
valuable items worth lakhs,
including gas copper bis-
barand an LED TV, The po-
lice were informed and have
registered a case, but as of
now, they have not identified
any suspects.

for his deportation/black-
listing,

"At the time of deporta-
tion, he was neither in-
formed that he had been
blacklisted nor given an op-
portunity to contest the al-
legations levelled against
him." the court said in a

on such OCT cardholders a
“midway" right.

The court also observed
‘that the Citizenship Act pre-
seribed the conditions for
cancellation of an OCI card-
holder's registration and the
same mandated that no can-
cellation could take place

Judgement passed on March  without providing the af-
28, fected individual with a "rea-
"Consequently, both the sonable opportunity of being
deportation of the petition-  heard".
er and the process of black- "As such, the principles
listing him Eail to meet the  of natural justice have been
Statutory s pre bedded and made partof
scribed under Section 7-] D of thestatutory procedure en-
the Citizenship Act, 1955, visaged for cancelling the
"Given that the petitioner  registration of an OCI card-
continues to hold a valid  holder,” it said.
OCT card, his rights as an “Accordingly, the present
overseas ditizen of India can-  petition is disposed of with a
not be curtailed arbitrarily,”  direction to the respondents
the court held. to serve a show cause notice
The petitioner, a US citi- ‘as regards the ‘black-listing'
zen, heldan OCI card onac-  of the petitioner and pass a

count of his marriage to an
Indian national in 1991 and
relocated to Dimapur, Na-
galand, in February 1994.

In June 2024, the couple
ravelled to the US to visit the
petitioner’s parents but on
their return to India in Oc-
tober thatyear, hewas not al-
lowed entry into the country,
in spite of his valid OCI card
which granted him a life-
long visa.

Man summoned for smoking
during virtual proceedings
apologises to court

New Delhi

A man summoned by a
court here for smoking
during a virtual proceed-
ings on March 25 has apol-
ogised, saying he had for-
gotten to disconnect the
video.

District Judge Shiv Ku-
mar had summoned the
applicant, Sushil Kumar,
noting that he was seen
smoking on the video-con-
ferencing (VC) when the
court was dictating the or-
der sheet and that Kumar
had left when asked by
the court staff about his
misconduct.

In the proceedings dat-
ed March 29, the court
noted Kumar’s submis-
sions that "he forgot to
switch off the video. and
he was not aware that his
video was visible to the
court as well as to the per-
sons who were on VC on
that day.

Ttnoted that, aceording

to Kumar, he did not in-
tend to breach the court's
decorum by smoking dur-

ing the proceedings.
"Applicant submits that
he is apologising to the
court that his mistake is
not intentional and he may
be pardoned and he un-
dertakes that he will not
repeat this conduct in the
future," the court noted.
Directing Kumar to file
fhid i

an affidavit

speaking order after duly
«considering the response of
the petitioner thereto, and af-
ter affordingan opportunity
of hearing to the petitioner,”
the court ordered.

The court, however. clar-
ified that it had not ren-
dered any opinion on the
‘merits of the allegations
against the petitioner or on.
whether such allegations
warrant his blacklisting.

Fire engulfs
shopping
complexin

Noida sector 18

Noida

A fire broke outin Krishna
Plaza shopping complex
here atsector 18 on Tuesday
afternoon. The fire brigade
team safely evacuated about
50 people trapped inside
the building, averting ama-
joraccident.

People started jumping
from windows and balconies
to save their lives following
the fire incident. The ~ said
building houses offices and
showrooms of many com-
panies, which were open at
the time of the incident. The
reason for the fire has not
been revealed yet. The fire
officials have not ruled out
short cireuit as the reason
behind the fire incident.

The fire engnlfed the en-
tire complex in no time. The
entm atmosphere became
ing on account of

submissions, the court
posted the matter to April
21 for further proceedings.

the smoke, due to which
‘many people started suffo-
cating.
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Shah’s J-K visit
not linked to
anti-militancy
operation in
Kathua says
CM Abdullah

Srinagar

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah  on Tueﬂd;x)
said Union Ilome Min-
ister Amit Shah’s visit
to Jammu and Kashmir
was not linked to the an-
ti-militancy operation in
Kathua.

The programme was
finalised before the op-
eration, he added.

“Do_ not link the Un-
ion minister’s visit to the
Kathua (operation). 1lis
programme was final-
ised before the Kathua
encounter. It is a co-
incidence that his visit
contes around the time
of the Kathua opera-
tion,” the chief minis-
ter told reporters after
launching a free bus
service for women at
SKICC.

‘The home minister's
visit does not have a se-
curity agenda only, he
added.

“While the security
(situation) will be re-
viewed, he (Shah) has
planned a public meet-
ing in Jammu as well
... Then, in Srinagar, he
(Shah) will review the
development work and
inaugurate some pro-
jects,” Abdullah said.

A combing operation
is underway at the Pan-
jtirthi site in Kathua to
track down three terror-
ists who escaped after
a brief encounter with
security forces late on
Monday, officials said.

Asked if Shah's vis-
it was a sign of an im-
proved relationship
between the Union Ter-
ritory government and
the Centre, Chief Min-
ister Abdullah said this
was not the first time
that the home minister
was visiting Jammu and
Kashmir.

“IHe (Shah) has come
here before and he will
continue to come. When
1 was the chief minis-
ter of the (erstwhile)
state, home ministers
used to come here
then as well. P Chid-
ambaram and (Sushil
Kumar) Shinde also
came, so it is not a big
deal,” he said.

“These visits should
continue, our talks
with him (Shah) are
on. Te has tried to
help Jammu and Kash-
mir in the last few
months. Last year, we
asked for some more
money and we got that
money. This time also,
we are hoping that the
Centre will provide
whatever help Jammu
and Kashmir needs,”
Abdullah said. Agency
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Punjab to wipe out drugs AAP’s Sisodia
on CM Mann govt’s anti-narcotics drive

Ludhiana
AP Punjab in-
charge  Manish

isodia on Tues-
daylauded the Bhagwant
Mann government’s an-
ti-drugs campaign and
said, under the guidance
of party supremo Arvind
Kejriwal, the menace
would be wiped out from
the state.

Sisodia and AAP's
Punjab president Aman
Arora, while addressing
a press conference, out-
lined the Punjab govern-
ment's strategy to coun-
ter the drugs menace.

In a meeting with Ke-
jriwal and AAP lead-
ers on Tuesday, it was
decided that AAP and
the Punjab government
would jointly run a cam-
paign against drugs to
ensure that the state
could become drugs-
free.

The Punjab govern-
ment recently launched
Yudh Nasheyan Virudh
-~ a major erackdown
against drugs in the

ate.

Sisodia  said ~ while
meetings of other political
parties revolved around
strategies to gain power,
AAP’s meetings focused
on people’s issues.

The former Delhi dep-
uty chief minister, re-
ferring to the Congress,
BJP and the Shiromani
Akali Dal, also alleged
the drugs menace spread
in Punjab because previ-
ous governments pro-
vided political protec-
tion'to traffickers.

However, the AAP
government is taking
strict action against those

involved in trafficking
drugs and sending them
tojail, he added.
Previous governments
“nsed the Punjab Police

Punjab SAD leader Badal
condemns withdrawal of
Majithia’s security cover

Chandigarh
Shiromani Akali Dal
leader  Sukhbir  Sin-

gh Badal on Tuesday
claimed that the Punjab
government has with-
drawn senior party lead-
er Bikram Singh Ma-
jithia's security cover,
alleging  “witch-hunt”
by the AAP government
against the former min-
ister.

SAD's former presi-

dent Badal also alleged
that the AAP govern-
ment was trying to “im-

yi
is his brother-in-| -law, in
the drug case law.

“Withdrawal of the en-
tire Z+ security cover of
Bikram Singh Majithia
confirms beyond doubt
the dangerous and dead-
ly designs of the AAP
government against
the SAD leadership,”
claimed Badal in a post
onX.

“This decision has to
be seen alongside the
massive “witch-hunt’
launched by the AAP
government against Ma-
Jjithia,” he alleged.

Badal also mentioned
about a bid on his life
outside the Golden Tem-
ple in Amritsar in De-
cember by Narain Singh

Chaura,

“Withdrawal of secu-
rity to Majithia has to
be seen with the govt's
complicity in the failed
lethal attempt on my life
- an attempt foiled only
with divine intervention
of Guru Sahiban,” al-
leged Badal.

On December 6, Bad-
al had escaped a bid on
his life when Chaura
fired from a close range
at Punjab’s former dep-
uty chief minister at
the Golden Temple's
entrance but missed as
plainclothes policemen
overpowered him.

On March 26, Chau-
ra was granted bail by a
court in Amritsar.

Majithia  toa  con-
demned the state gov-
ernment for the with-
drawal of his security
cover.

“When they failed in
silencing my voice, they
withdrew my security
on the evening of March
29,"” he said.

Majithia also daimed
that the Punjab Police
has formed a new spe-
cial investigation team
(SIT), the fifth one, in a
2021 drug case against
him.

Agency

to protect drug traffick-
ers” while the AAP gov-
ernment is using it to
wipe out drugs, Sisodia
claimed.

In the past month
alone, around 2,500 cas-
es against drug traffick-
ers have been registered
and about 4,500 people
arrested, he said about
the ongoing drive.

The houses of 54 traf-
fickers have been demol-
ished. Around Rs 6.50
crore in cash and seven
lakh intoxicant capsules,
along with a sngmbcant

quantity of other narcot-
ic substances, have been
seized, Sisodia said.

These figures clearly
show how seriously the
AAP government is tack-
ling the drugs problem,
he added.

Issuing a stern warn-
ing to traffickers, Sisodia
said these involved in
smuggling drugs must
shut down their opera-
tions or be prepared to
go to jail.

Under the AAP gov-
ernment, not a single
trafficker will be spared,

Haryana Police’s action
against songs promoting
gun culture fair: Official

Chandigarh

crimination. Ten songs

Sisodia and AAP's
Punjab president
Aman Arora,
while addressing a
press conference,
outlined the Punjab
government’s strategy
to counter the drugs

menace. l

he said.

Sisodia  also  an-
nounced that another
anti-drugs  campaign

would be launched in
Ludhiana on Wednes-

day.

“Thousands of NCC
(National Cadet Corps)
and NSS (National Ser-
vice Scheme) students
will take an oath that
they will never consume
drugs and will encour-
age people around them
to stay away from drugs
as well,” he said.

Sisodia said these stu-
dents would urge shop-
keepers, pedestrians and
locals to take an oath
against drugs and also
spread awareness in the

city.

All AAP workers will
visit different areas to
raise awareness against
drugs, he added.

Taryana Police’s action
against songs which al-
legedly promote the gun
culture and “glorify” vio-
lence is being taken in a
fair manner, a senior po-
Tice official has said.

Some singers said that
not just few, but all such
songs should be pulled
down from social media.

Haryana Police has
recently intensified its
action to curb the promo-
tion of gun culture and
violence in songs, and the
iniliative targels singers,
social media and other
such platforms that “glo-
rify” gun culture or incite
hatred.

The cybercrime unit's
teams monitor social me-
dia and take appropriate
action where required,
the official said.

Such songs or music
videos garner a sizable
viewership and have the
potential to adversely af-
fect the youth, the official
said.

During last month,
more than ten songs were
taken down from various
social media platforms,
with seven of of them
sung by popular ITaryanvi
singer Masoom Sharma.

“My only point is that
there should be no dis-

Punjab govt provided over 55 000

jobsin 36 months says CM Mann

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday said his govern-
ment has provided over
55000 government jobs
to youth in the state dur-
ing its 36-month tenure.

Addressing an event
to distribute appoint-
ment letters to over 700
newly recruited teach-
ers, Mann congratulat-
ed them and expressed
hope that they would
discharge their duties
sincerely.

e said the jobs were
given based on merit as
the government ensured
a transparent recruit-
ment process.Mann re-
iterated that the state
government fills all the
Posts as soon as they are
vacant in a depariment,

A foolproof mecha-
nism was adopted, en-
suring that none of the
55,000  appointments
have been challenged in
court, he added.,

An  “education rev-
olution” has begun in
Punjab, with major in-
frastructural revamps in
schools and initiatives
to improve the quality
of education, the chief
minister said.

Punjab Self-styled preacher Bajinder
Singh gets life term in 2018 rape case

Chandigarh
A court in Punjab’s
Mohali  on  Tuesday
sentenced  self-styled
preacher Bajinder Singh
tolifeimprisonment in a
2018 rape case.

The court of Addition-
al District and Sessions
Judge (ADSJ) Vikrant
Kumar pronounced the
verdict after Singh --
who was often referred
to as the “Yeshu Yeshu
prophet’ -- was found
guilty on March 28,

While Singh was con-
victed under sections
376 (rape), 323 (pun-
ishment for voluntary
causing hurt) and 506
(criminal  intimidation)
of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), five other accused
in the case -- Akhbar
Bhatti, Rajesh Chaud-
hary, Jatinder Kumar,
Sitar Ali and Sandeep
Pehlwan - were acquit-
ted.

Tight security arrange-
ments were in place at
the eourt complex be-
fore the pronouncement

of the verdict as Singh
reached the premises

under heavy security
cover from the Mansa
Jjail.

The case was regis-
tered based on a com-
plaint filed by a woman
at the Zirakpur police
station in Mohali district
in2018.

The counsel for the
vietim, Anil  Kumar
Sagar, told reporters,
“He (Singh) will remain
behind bars till his last

breath.”

The victim also wel-
comed the court verdiet.

In her complaint, the
victim had alleged that
Singh lured her by prom-
ising to take her abroad.
He then raped her at his
residence in Sector 63,
Mohali, and also filmed
the act, which he threat-
ened to make viral if she
didn't agree to his de-
mands.

Singh was arrested
from the Delhi airport

while attempting to fly
London in 2018, Later,
The got bail in the case.

On March 3, the
Mohali court issued a
non-bailable  warrant

against Singh in connec-
tion with the 2018 rape
case.
Singh is not new to
controversies, e was
booked in another sex-
ual harassment case on
February 28, based on
a complaint lodged by a
22-year-old woman.
Later, the Kapurth-
ala Police formed a
three-member  special
investigation team (SIT)
to probe charges of sex-
ual harassment against
the self-styled preacher.
On March 25, Mohali
Police booked Singh for
assault and other charg-
es based on a eomplaint
lodged by a woman, days
after a video went viral
on social media purport-
edly showing Singh ar-
guing with and slapping
the woman,
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The government is
also sending teachers to
prestigious national and
international institutes
to enhance their skills,
he said.

Lashing out at the pre-
vious governments, the
chief minister alleged
that they deprived youth
of employment, leading
to their ouster by the
people of the state.

His government is
now working to clean up
the *mess” left behind
and is committed to

ding a “Rangla Pun-
jab” (vibrant Punjab), he
Sai

A complete overhaul
is being witnessed in all
sectors of the state so as
to give a major push to
development of Punjab,
he added.

The state government
is  sending teachers
abroad and even to pres-
tigious national insti-
tutes to upscale their
teaching skills, Mann

buildi

said.
‘The well trained staff

has helped in enhanc—
ing the rate of admis-
sions in government
schools of the state, he
said, adding that Pun-
jab is witnessing “edu-
cation revolution”.

Mann said the re-
cruitment of addition-
al staff in schools has
allowed teachers and
principals to focus
solely on academics,
leading to an increase
in  student enroll-
ment in government
schools.

Retired colonel falls prey to ‘digital
arrest’ scam loses Rs 3.4 crore

Chandigarh
An  8z-year-old  re-
tired Indian Army of-
ficer and his wife were
duped of Rs 3.4 crore
by eyber fraudsters who
aceused them of money
laundering by posing as
Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) personnel,
ficials said on Tues

As part of the “dig-
ital arrest” fraud, the
swindlers claimed
they were probing a
Rs 5,038-crore “scam”
that resulted in the su-
icide of a victim and the
murder of a whistle-
blower.

The couple were also
coerced into confin-
ing themselves to their
house and contact-
ing no one about the
“seam”, officials added.

Colonel Dalip Singh
(retd) and his 74-year-
old wife Ranvinder
Kaur Bajwa, having lost
both their sons previ-
ously, have called on
authorities to retrieve
the money taken from
them as they are de-
pendent on it to get by.

As part of the “digital
arrest”  fraud, the
swindlers claimed
they were probing a
Rs 5,038-crore “scam”
that resulted in the
suicide of a victim
and the murder of a

The couple also ap-
pealed to Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh to
intervene in the matter,
saying their life savings
have been wiped out in
the fraud.

Addressing the me-
dia, Singh said, "As a
youth, T icated my
life to the service of the
nation. Now, in my twi-
light years, 1 have lost
everything to fraud-
sters. It is a cruel irony,
and my only hope now
rests with the Cyber
Cell of Chandigarh Po-
lice. I hope that our pe-
lice are equipped with
enough skills to nab the
fraudsters.”

On March 18, Sin-

ly received
a thﬁs‘\pp call from
an unknown number.
The caller accused him
of being involved in a
money laundering case
linked to an account at
Canara Bank, Mumbai,

The fraudsters al-
leged that Naresh Go-
yal, the jailed owner of
now-defunet Jet Air-
ways, had implicated
Col Singh, claiming he
had sold the account for
Rs 5 lakh and received
Rs 20 Takh in commis-
sion for laundering Rs
2 crore.

To make  their
scheme appear legit-
imate, the fraudsters
showed Singh his ATM
card over a video call
and claimed they were
investigating a Rs
5,038-crore scam.

They also sent pho-
tos of 24 “vietims”,
stating that one had
committed suicide and
claimed that a “whis-
tleblower”™ had been
murdered along with
his entire family by
Naresh Goyal. Agency

have been banned, seven
of these are mine... When
1 was recently doing a
programmein Gurugram,
Haryana Police got me to
give a written assurance
that I will not sing any of
the banned songs.

“I am with the govern-
ment if all the songs are
pulled down, but there
should be no diserim-
ination. There are so
many songs of other art-
ists which have not been
pulled down from social
media. If the govern-
ment has started from
me, it is good, but the
action should be fair,”
Sharma (33) told medi-
apersons.

He also said that some
of his songs, which com-
manded viewership
in millions, have been
pulled down, causing
him a financial loss.

Meanwhile, the police
official said, “Action is
being taken in a very fair
manner. There is noth-
ing selective. Tt's very
fair. Every word is ana-
lysed. Freedom of speech
and expression, we have
to respect. But we have
to see where boundaries
are crossed. Proper scru-
nn‘, is done...then action
istaken.”

Omar Abdullah
launches free
bus service for
women in J&K

Srinagar
Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah launched free
bus service for women in
the Union Territory, at
a function held at Sher-
i-Kashmir [nternation-
al Conference Centre
(diKlCC) here on Tues-

.

Abdullah  expressed
hope that the move
would make travel easy
and comfortable for
women.

The launch was also
attended by ministers
Satish  Sharma and
Sakina Itoo.

Free bus rides for
women, 4 promise
made in the National
Conference's election
manifesto, was an-
nounced in the recent
budget presented by
the chief minister.

“In the budget, we
had made a special
announcement that
worten will travel free
of cost in SRTC (state
road transport corpo-
ration) mdp Smart City
buses from April 1. To-
day, we have launched
the service with a hope
that it will make their
travel across Jammu
and Kashmir easy and
safe,” Abdullah told re-
porters here.

He said the govern-
ment will compensate
the SRTC and Smart
City buses for the ze-
ro-fare tickets.

“There will be no
losses for the SRTC
and Smart City buses.
We will provide them
compensation from the
budget,” Abdullah said.

In an X post, the chief
minister said it was not
just a welfare measure,
but a commitment to
women'’s empowerment
and aceessible mobility.

“Starting today,
women aeross Jammu
and Kashmir will travel
free of cost in all Smart
City and SRTC buses.
This isn’t just a welfare
measure, it is a com-
mitment to women's
Empowerment, acces-
sible mobility, and a
more inclusive J&K."
he wrote.

Meanwhile, Nation-
al Conference said the
initiative paves way for
women to move for-
ward, both literally and
ﬁg\:muve]y

Advi Contact :
9818-7199941




OPINION

By Dr. Anil Singh,
Editor, STAR Views

(The writer is an Editor
STAR Views, & Author of
fourth coming book The
Prime Minister: Discours-
es in Indian Polity, Which
will be release on 3rd April
at 4.30pm in Auditorium
Prime Minister’s Museum
& Library, TeenMurti New
Delhi by LG of Jammu &
Kashmir honourable shri
Manoj Sinha)

By Santosh Sharma )

These ETFs—tracking Bit-
coin, Ethereum, or broad-
er digital asset baskets—
are traded on reputed
stock exchanges like any
other product, giving in-
vestors a secure, liquid,
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“Waqf Amendment Bill 2025:
Navigating Tradition and Reform”

he Wagf (Amend-
I ment) Bill 2025,
set for passage

in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday and slated
for discussion in the Ra-
jya Sabha on Thursday,
has sparked widespread
discourse  across  In-
dia’s political and social
arenas. This proposed
legislation seeks sub-
stantial ~ amendments
to the Wagf Act of 1995,
targeting long-standing
issues surrounding the
management and gov-
ernance of Wagqf prop-
erties—charitable ~and
religious endowments
central to Islamie tradi-
tions.

Historical Back-
ground: The Impe-
rial Roots

The origins of Wagf
administration in India
trace back to the medi-
eval era, prominently
during the Delhi Sul-
tanate period. Historical
records suggest that rul-
ers like Sultan Muizud-
din Muhammad Ghori
dedicated  properties
explicitly for religious
and community welfare,
managed by religious
authorities. British co-
lomal rule recognized
the ifi of Wagf

ment, illegal encroach-
ments, corruption, and
Jack of nsparen

have significantly hin-
dered the potential ben-
efits these properties
could yield for commu-
nity welfare. The Sa-
char Committee Report
(2006) notably under-
scored how inefficien-
cies and corruption had
cunaxled these assets
omic  contri

through the Mussalman
Wagf Validating Act of
1013, providing initial
legal acknowledgment
of family endowments
(Waqf-alal-aulad).
Post-Independence, the
Indian government for-
malized Waqgf admin-
istration with the Wagf
Act of 1954 and further
strengthened regula-
tions through the Wagf
Act of 1995.

‘Why a New Amend-
ment?

The induction of the
Waqf Amendment Bill
2025 stems from persis-
tent challenges in man-
aging Waqf properties.
Rampant — mismanage-

butions, necesﬁlmnng

3.Inclusive

sponsibilities to Dis-
trict Collectors or their
deputies for conduct-
ing surveys and regis-
tration of Wagf prop-
erties,  streamlining
identification, and doc-
umentation processes.

Govern-
ance: Proposes a re-
vised composition of
Wagf boards, explicitly
mandating the inclu-

comprehensive reforms sion of Muslim wom-
to optimize their usage en and representa-
and governance. tion from minority
sects like Bohras and
Main Pr of Aghakhanis, along with
the Bill non-Muslim repre-
sentatives to promote
1. Redefinition of Wagf transparency and ac-
Creation: The bill stip-  countability.
ulates that Waql'a can
only be established by 4.Technological —Trans-
individuals practmng parency:  Mandates

Islam for a minimum
of five years who legal-
Iy own the property. It
eliminates the earlier
pracnce of “Waqf by
user,” thus necessitat-
ing explicit legal decla-
rations to avoid ambi-
guities and disputes.

2.Survey and Registra-

establishing a central-
ized digital database
for Waqf property reg-
istration and manage-
ment, significantly en-

Wagf Tribunals, en-
abling faster judicial
process with  pro-
visions for appeals to
High Courts within 9o
days.

6.Applicability of the
Limitation Act: Aligns
Wagf proceedings
with the broader legal
framework by making
the Limitation Act of
1963 applicable, stand-
ardizing timelines for
legal claims and dis-
putes.

Impact on Current
Politics

The proposed amend-
ment bill has elicited
varied political reactions,
reflecting India’s diverse
political fabric. Propo-
nents, led prominently
by the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, argue that
the bill rectifies past

uitable  representation
principles.
Conversely,  opposi-

tion parties and prom-
inent Muslim leaders
express concerns, par-
ticularly around the re-
moval of “Waqf by user,”
warning it may trigger
disputes over historical
1
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and ¢ proper-
ties, including mosques
and burial grounds.
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi has voiced strong
opposition, labeling the
bill as an intrusion into
religious autonomy and
potentially harmful to
minority rights.

Interestingly, the bill
has garnered support
beyond typical party
lines, notably from the
Rerala Catholic Bish-
ops Council, advocating
for transparent and ac-
countable  governance
of religious properties.
This broader support
indicates a significant
shift toward inclusive
and accountable admin-
istration of religious and
charitable endowments
in India.

A Way Forward

The Wagf Amendment
Bill 2025 marks a cru-
cial juncture in India’s
legislative approach to
religious  endowments
management, delicate-
ly balancing traditional
sensitivities and mod-
ern governance require-
ments. While addressing
longstanding ~ adminis-
trative and transparen-
cy issues, the bill's ulti-
mate success hinges on
addressing  legitimate
community  concerns
and ensuring inclusive
dialogue. Parliament’s
deliberations on  this

h'mcmg tr
and ease of mon! mmng

5.Efficient Dispute Res-
olution:  Introduces
structural changes in

and
politicized governance
structures. They empha-

legislation
underscore the ongoing

complexity of negotiat-
1

size its with
constitutional transpar-
ency, efficiency, and eq-

ing i traditions
within ~a  pluralistic,
democratic framework.

Why SEBI should allow crypto asset ETFs:
A case for Innovation and Investor Protection

magine creating
Iwe;ﬂth from  Bit-

coin without directly
owning it and without
worrying about hacking
and custody. That’s the
promise of crypto asset
exchange-traded funds
(ETFs). Globally, cryp-
to ETFs have reshaped
financial markets by of-
fering regulated access
to digital assets.

These ETFs—track-
ing Biteoin, Ethereum,
or broader digital asset
baskets—are traded on
reputed stock exchanges
like any other product,
giving investors a secure,
liquid, and transparent
avenue for exposure.
Since India introduced
ETFs in 2002, their
AUM ha< grown  ex-
ly,  reaching

and avenue
for exposure. Since India
introduced ETFs in 2002,
their AUM has grown
exponentially, reaching
%3.16 lakh crore by 2021.
Meanwhile, global cryp-
to ETFs have surged even
faster, with Bitcoin ETFs
amassing over %8.6 lakh
crore in assets since ap-
provals began in January
2024.

?3 16 lakh crore by 2021.
Meanwhile, global cryp-
to ETFs have surged
even faster, with Bitcoin
ETFs amassing over
%8.6 lakh crore in assets
since approvals began in
January 2024.

Crypto ETFs have
surged worldwide, re-
shaping how investors
access digital assets. In
January 2024, the US
SEC approved 11 spot
Bitcoin ETFs. It is in-
teresting to note that
BlackRock’s iShares
Bitcoin Trust has over-
taken its own gold ETF
in record short duration.
In Europe and Canada,
diversified crypto ETFs
have seen strong uptake.
A PwC-AIMA report
shows 47% of traditional
hedge funds now invest
in digital assets. Major
institutions like HSBC,
Goldman Sachs, and

BlackRock are building
custody and trading in-
frastructure, responding
to surging demand. Re-
cently released survey
report from EY-Parthe-
non and Coinbase finds
that 83% of institution-
al investors plan to in-
crease their exposure
to crypto this year, and
59% plan to allocate
more than 5% of their
AUM to crypto in 2025,
a clear sign that it is
moving beyond a niche
asset class.

India, however, re-
mains on the sidelines.
SEBI has previously ad-
vised mutual funds to
avoid crypto exposure
until regulatory clarity
emerges. This caution
leaves Indian investors

with no regulated path
to access crypto assets,
pushing many toward
offshore or unregulat-
ed alternatives. The
absence of a domestic
crypto ETF limits both
vestor protection and
innovation. Meanwhile,
global asset managers
on new de-
leaving Indian
firms a step behind.

ETFs offer a secure
bridge for crypto invest-
ment. Unlike holding
assets on_volatile ex-
changes, ETF custodi-
ans—such as those used
by BlackRock—employ

robust, institution-
al-grade security, For
risk-averse  investors

and large institutions,
this structure is key.

India need not leap
into full-fledged crypto
exposure. It can start
with regulated ETFs tied
to Bitcoin futures, glob-
al crypto companies, or
foreign  ETFs—models
already in place else-
where. In 2021, SEBI
even approved a block-
chain-themed fund of
funds, however it was
shelved amid regulatory

uncertainty.

By allowing well-regu-
lated crypto ETFs, SEBI
can meet growing inves-
tor demand, reduce off-
shore capital flight, and
bring erypto activity un-
der tax and compliance
nets. With appropriate
safeguards—like custody
requirements, retail ex-
posure caps, and disclo-

sure norms—India can
balance innovation with
protection. The glob-
al trend is clear: cryp-
to ETFs are becoming
mainstream. India must
decide whether it wants
to restrict wealth cre-
ation for its citizens or
lead safely from within
the regulatory fold.

About the Author

(The Whiter is a senior
journalist)
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' MAKE YOUR PRAYANAKALA
AN ANAN DAKALA

Have you ever regretted
in any situation in your
i Sometimes  stu-
dents regret after their
results and wish they
could have put in hard
work for better scores;
an adult who is serving
a menial job may re-
gret that he wished he
used his learning days
well so he could be em-
ployed well; a person
could regret after the
death of his parents that
he wished he could have
taken care of his parents
well and spent time with
them.

Everyone regrets what
has gone by and for all
the times they did not
utilise well. Then, can
you imagine a person’s
regrets when he would
be disembodied at the
time of death? The
Taittiriyopanishad  par-
aphrases this situation
lucidly:

kim aham sadhu nakar-
avam — Why did [ not do
the right thing?

kim aham papamakar-
avam — Why did I do
wrong?

It is said that the pain
of regret a soul under-
goes at the time of death
is terrible. The soul is
inconsolable about the
fact that it had lost the
opportunity to redeem
itself.

This is why it is very
important to lead your
life without any regrets.
This is exactly why
you need to practice —
anucintayet, anusmaran,
which means ‘constant
contemplation’, so that
youmay choose the right
over the pleasant always.
The deepur message
from this is that every
soul knows what it right,
but is distracted from
following that due to the
temptations of the mind.

Sadguru
Madhusudan Sai

Everyone is meant only
to do the right thing.
Hence, when we go
against our own nature,
we end up regretting at
the end.

‘There is only one ulti-
mate solution to dying
without any regrets.
anandam  brahmano
vidvan, na bibheti ku-
taschaneti — the knower
of the bliss of Brahman
fears nothing. The one
who knows the Brah-
man as anandaswarupa
or the embodiment of
bliss, will not have any
regrets or fear.

It is precisely to achieve
this bliss of Brahman
that you are required to
do the right things, to
practice moderation in
all worldly activities, to
keep your mind con-
stantly on God or the
higher truth even while
performing your duty,
and to lead a life of help-
fulness, love and service.
Thus, by being on the
path of truth and right-
eousness, you will be-
come ready to leave with
a complete awareness of
who you really are — the
state of ‘sat chit ananda’
(Truth, Awareness and
Bliss).

Let the prayanakala be
a redeeming one, once
and for all, for all!
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New Delhi

ndia and Chile on

Tuesday announced

starting negotiations

on a comprehensive
economic partnership pact
as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chilean Presi-
dent Gabriel Boric Font held
wide-ranging talks focus-
ing on boosting the ties in
areas of trade, defence, crit-
ical minerals and health.

Describing Chile as an
important "friend and part-
ner" for India in Latin
America, Modi said several
new initiatives were identi-
fied to enhance overall co-
operation in the coming
decade.

Borie, accompanied by a
high-level delegation com-
prising ministers, members
of Parliament, senior offi-
cials and business leaders, is
on a five-day state visit to
India.

"India and Chile may be
at different ends of the
world map, there may be
vast oceans separating us,
but nature has linked us
with unique similarities,”
Modi said in his media

statement.
He further said: "The

Rajya Sabha Passes

Aircraft Objects

Bill: Aviation Sector

Gets Boost

- A
New Dethi

Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
passed The Protection of
Interests i Aireraft Ob-
jects Bill, 2025 that seeks to
give legal effect to certain
international agreements
in their application to India

waves of the Indian Ocean
flow with the same energy
in Indiaas the waves of the
Pacific Ocean touch the
shores of Chile."

The prime minister said
India is ready to share its
positive experience with
Chilein the areas of digital
publie infrastructure, re-
newable energy, railways,
space and others,

"We welcome the growth
in mutual trade and invest-
ment. We agree that thereis
also untapped potential for
further cooperation in this,”

e said.

"Today we have instruet-
ed our teams to begin dis-
cussions on a mutnally ben-
eficial comprehensive eco-
nomic partnership agree-
ment.”

Modi further said that
the India-Chile partnership
will be strengthened in the
field of eritical minerals and
work will be done to estab-
lish resilient supply and val-
ue chains.

In the field of agricul-
ture, cooperation will be
done to ensure food securi-
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India, Chile agree to begin
negotiations for trade pact

ty by wmhuung each oth-
er's eapabilities, he said.
"The growing coopera-
tion inthe field of defenceis
a symbol of our deep mu-
tual trust. We will move
forward to create defense
industrial manufacturing
and supply chains in this
area according to each oth-
er's needs," Modi said.
"We will increase coop-
eration bebween the agen-
cies of both the countries to
face common challenges
like organised crime, drug
trafficking, terrorism,” he

'How will country progress if every
projects are opposed' SC slams NGO

New Delhi

The Supreme Courton Tues-
day pulled up an NGO for
opposing a renewable ener-
gy project at the Jayalwadi
Dam in Maharashtra, which
is declared a bird sanctuary
and an eco-sensitive zone,
asking how would the coun-
try progress if every project
was resisted.

Abench of Justices Sutya
Kantand N Kotiswar Singh
also raised over the questions
the bonafide of NGO "Kahar
Samaj Panch Commitiee"
and asked, "Who has plant-
ed you and funded you?

Replying to the discus-  What is your past experience
sion on the bill, Minister of  in environment protection?”
Civil Aviation Kinjarapu The bench dismissed the
Rammdmn Naidu said the NGO 's petition challenging

ill create a lot of 9 2024 deci-

security for both the lessors
and the lessees and the
overallaviation market also
because there has been a lot
of confusion in this area. It
has been a grey area for
sometime.

"With the bringingofthis
bill, definitely it is going to
createa lot more clarity, We
hope this is going to give a
lot of push for the leasing
industry, which is the need
of the hour. There is an ini-
mediate need for this bill to
‘bethere in the industry," he
said.

The bill seeks to give legal
effect to certain interna-
tional agreements in their
application o India, which
includes Convention on In-
ternational Interests in Mo-
bile Equipment (also
known as Capetown Con-
vention of 2001) and Pro-
tocal to the Convention on
International Interests in
Mobile Equipment on Mat-
ters specific to Aireraft
Equipment. India had ac-
ceded to these in 2008.

The Bill states that before
exercising any remedy, the
creditor must notify the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) about the
occurrence of a default.

In cases of a default, it
gives creditors cerfain
remedies, including the
right to take back posses-
sion of the asset within two
months or a mutually
agreed upon period,
whichever is earlier.

“This is a veryimportant
Bill which the industry
needs today. It is going to
change the aviation land-
scape of the country,” the
aviation minister said-

The Bill was introduced
in the upper house on Feb-
ruary 10 this year.,

sion of the N'mon'\] Green
Tribunal rejecting its plea
and observed the green pan-
el had rightly appreciated
the material.

‘The top court found'no

ground to interfore with the
NGT order.

"You are not allowing a
single project to work. How
will the country progress; if
every project is opposed and
resisted upon? Even with a
solar power project, you have
a problem," the bench
added.

The NGO's counsel said
the areawas an eco-sensitive
zone and the project would
affect the biodi

dulging in "frivolous litiga-

tion", The NGT, the top court
said, rightly sought the re-
sponse of the Ministry of
‘Environment, Forests and
Chimate Change, which clar-
ified the position and pro-
dueed a notification dated
July 12, 2017 of the Centre
which says the use of re-
newable energy and fuels
were promoted activities.
On Septemba 9 last year,

The bench said it @pamzd
that the company. which lost
the tender has funded the
NGO, and it was now trying
to stall the project by in-

the plea of
thc NG(), the Western Zone
benchof the NGT said that it
could not show any law pro-
hibiting such kind of activi-
ty in the eco-sensitive zone.

said.

"At the global level, India
and Chile agree that all ten-
sions and disputes should
be resolved throngh dia-
logue." he noted.

The prime minister also
noted that India and Chile
are "unanimous that reform
of the United Nations Se-
curity Council and otherin-
stitutions is essential to face
global challenges”.  To-
gether we will continue to
contribute to global peace
and stability, he said.

Both sides also inked an
agreement on the cultural
exchange.

"Wealso considered sim-
plifying the visa processbe-
tween the two countries.
We will also continue to
make efforts to increase
student exchange between
Indiaand Chile," Modi said.

The prime minister said
the Chilean president’s vis-
it to India has created a
"new energy and enthusi-
asm" in the relations.

"This energy will give new
momentum and direction to
our bilateral relations as
well as our cooperation in
the entire Latin America
region,” he said.

India's Defence Exports Hit Record

High in 2024-25: Rajnath Singh

New Delhi

India's defence exports
have surged to a record
high of Rs 23,622 crore
(approx, USD2.76 billion),
in 2024-25 registering a
12,04 per cent growth over
the previous fiscal, De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Tuesday.

Singh also said that the
country is poised to
achieve the target of Rs
50,000 crore in defence
exports by 2029.

India's defence exports
in 2023-24 were Rs 21,083
crore.

"India's defence exports
have surged to a record
high of Rs 23,622 crore in
the FY 2024-25." the de-
fence minister said on 'X.

"An impressive growth
of Rs 2,539 crore or
12.04% has been regis-
tered in the just-conclud-
ed FY pver the defence ex-
ports figures of FY 2023-
24, which were Rs 21,083
crore,” he added.

Singh also congratulated
all the stakeholders on this
"significant achievement".

"Under PM  Shri
@narendramodi's leader-
ship India is marching to-
wards achieving the target
of increasing defence ex-
ports to Rs 50,000 crore
by 2029,” Singh said.

The Defence Public Sec-
tor Undertakings (DPSUs)

have shown a significant
increase of 42.85 per cent
in their exports in 2024-
25, according to an official
readout.

1t said the surge in the
DPSU's exports reflected
the growing acceptability
of Indian products in the
global market and the abil-
ity of the country's de-
fence industry to be a part
of the global supply chain.

The private sector and
DPSUs have contributed
Rs 15,233 crore and Rs
8,389 crore respectively
in defence exports of
2024-25, the defence min-
istry said in the readout.

The corresponding fig-
ures for 2023-24 were Rs
15,209 crore and Rs 5,874
crore rcspemveh. it
added.

"India has evolved from
a largely import-depen-
dent military force to one

increasingly focused on
self-reliance and indige-

nous production,” the
ministry said.

"I a major boost to de-
fence exports, a wide range
of items from ammuni-
tion, arms, sub-sys-
tems/systems and parts &
components have been ex-
ported to around 80 coun-
tries in thejust-concluded
financial year," it said.

The ministry said the
Department of Defence
Production has a dedicat-
ed portal for application
and processing of export
authorisation requests,
and 1.762 export authori-
sations were issued in
2024-25 compared fo
1,507 in the preceding
year.

The total number of ex-
porters also grew by 17.4
per centin the same peri-
od, it said.

298 persons killed in Wayanad landslides:
Government tells Parliament

New Delhi
‘Atotal of 208 people were
killed during the landslides
that hit Kerala's Wayanad
dastrict last year, the gov-
ernment informed Parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai said
that while the Centre does
not maintain a central data
of deaths/missing persons
due to disasters, including
landslides, the Kerala gov-
ernment informed it that
the total number of deaths
due to the landslide in
Wayanad was 298.

Qut of these, 32 missing
persons have been declared
as deceased, the minister
told the Lok Sabhain a writ-
ten reply.

Asked about the com-
pensation provided by the
Centre to the state, Rai said
that based ona report of the
inter-ministerial central

Security of every MP important Dhankhar
on threats to Ramji Lal Suman

New Delhi
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Tues-
day said security of every
Member of Parliament is
important after Samajwadi
Party MP Ram Gopal Yaday
raised concems over the
sectuity of Ramiji Lal Suman
following threats to him
over his remarks on Rana
Sanga made in the house.

The chairman also urged
Yadav to use his influence
on Suman to bring the mat-
ter to quietus by adhering to
the chair and not reiterate
the pbservations that have
already been expunged
from the records of Parlia-
ment.

Suman had earlier made
some remarks against the
Rajput ruler which were
objected to in the house by
BJP and NDA members
and the chairman had ex-
punged the same. His re-
marks had also not gone
well with a certain section of
society and he faced back-
lash.

During the Zero Hour on
Tuesday, Dhankhar reject-
ed four -adjournment no-
tices by SP members, in-
cluding Yadav, to suspend
the listed business of the
day and take up a discus-
sion on alleged threat and
attempt fo aitack the resi-
dence of former Union min-

VN‘

ister and si
ha MP Ramji Lal Suman.
The residence of SP
Rajya Sabha MP Suman
was attacked last month in
Agra allegedly by workers of
the Kamni Sena, days after
the lawmaker's remarks on
Rana Sanga triggered a row.

A video of the Rajya Sab-
ha MP surfaced recently,
in which he is purportedly
heard saying that Rana San-
ga was a "traitor" who
brought Babur to defeat
Ibrahim Lodi.

Raising the issue in the
House, Yaday said he had
given a notice on Friday in
this regard for taking it up
on Tuesday.

He said a person has an-
nounced a reward of Rs 25
lakh on the life of Ramyji Lal
Suman.

"Twant to talk about his
protection," Yadav said.

Leader of the Opposition

ing Rajya Sab-

Mallikarjun Kharge too
joined the issue, and won-
dered why treasury bench-
es had problems if a senior
member like Yadavwas try-
ing toraise the issue of se-
curity of an MP.

Dhankhar said security
of every citizen as well as
MPsis i andthose

member can pay is not to
reiterate them.

"The reiteration of the
same that has taken place is
something on which mem-
bers need to think about.
Secondly, 1 am sure the se-
curity of every citizen anda
memberis important and
those concerned will talee all
steps in that direction. No
doubt about it. But, these
are issues where we need to
moderatethe temperature,
make the climate a little
more wholesome and soci-
etal disfunction is con-
tained. T made a fervent ap-
peal on that also,”
Dharkhar said.

"But reiteration, which
wasin an aggravating form.
Ivmu]d urge the member to

concerned will take all steps.
"Lhad the painful duty on
the last occasion to indicate
that when, in the burst of
emotion, an hon'ble mem-
ber exceeds decorum, there
is a mechanism for rectifi-
cation. Obseryations made
by hon'ble member were
expunged as they were hurt-
ful to chivalry. patriotism of
a great son of the soil,"
Dhankhar said, in an ap-
parent reference to the re-
marks made by Suman.
He said now the observa-
tions having been expunged
and the minimum respect a

and appeal to
Ram Gopal Yadav to bring
his good influence as a vet-
eran parliamentarian that
let us bring quietus to this
issue. And, quietus can be
brought about only by re-
specting the chair and the
chair had found those ob-
servations I

= -
team (IMCT), the central

government approved an
amount of Rs 153.47 crore,
subject to the adjustment of
50 per cent of balance avail-
able in the state disaster re-
sponse fund account, for
the landslides, flashflood of
2024.

The amount alsoincludes
assistance for the air bills for
utilising the services of the
Indian Air Force (IAF) hel-
icopters for rescue and re-
lief, as per actual, and actu-

al expenditure for the clear-
ance of debris, he said.

Besides, an amount of Rs
388 crore (Rs 291.20 crore
central share plus Rs 96.80
crore state share) has been
allocated to the Govern-
ment of Kerala for the fi-
nancial year 2024-25 in
SDRF, he said.

The instalment of Rs
145.60 crore of the ¢entral
share was released on July
31,2024.

The second instalment of

Video of girl running with
books during demolition
has shocked everybody: SC

New Delhi

“The Supreme Court on Tues-
daysaid a recent video of an
eight-year-old girl dlutching
herbooks and running away
as a bulldozer razes her
shanty during an anti-en-
croachment drive in UP had
"shocked everybody™.

Abench of Justices Abhay
S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
mentioned the details of the
viral video from Ambedkar
Nagar's Jalalpur while hear-
ing a matter of illegal dem-
olition in Prayagraj.

"There is a recent video in
which small huts are being
demolished by bulldozers,
There isa small girl running
away from the demolished
hutwitha clutch of bools in
her hand. It has shocked
everybody," Justice Bhuyan
orally remarked.

The footage, which sur-
faced on social media, also
showed an earthmover
revving during the drive,
drawing sharp criticism from
opposition parties.

The Ambedkar Nagar Po-

leave it to your wisdon. As
regards security, every
member's security is im-
portant and we need to
function on that," he also
said. The chiarman also in-
formed that besides the four
notices, there were eight
notices under Rule 267,

lice defended the demoli-
tion.

"This action was taken to
remove encroachment from
the village land, following an
ejection order passed by the
Jalalpur tehsildar's court.
Multiple notices were issued
before clearing the non-res-

i
idential structures. The dem-
olition was carried out in
full compliance with the rev-
enue court’s order to re-
claim government land."
they sais

The district administra-
tion had been reportedly ad-
dressing the encroachment
issue for months,

In an order dated October
15. 2024, Jalalpur's sub-di-
visional magistrate directed
the tehsildar to ensure com-
pliance with a previous rul-
ing.
The order referenced a
decision from October 10,
2024, under Section 67 of
the Uttar Pradesh Revenue
Code, 2006, which mandat-
ed the eviction of a person
named Ram Milan from the
disputed land in Arai vil-
lage.

The encroacher was also
fined Rs 1,980 and Rs 8oo
as execution charges.

The magistrate's order
had instructed officials to
enforce the ruling within a
week.

Rs 145.60 crore of the cen-

‘tral share was also released
on October 1, 2024 in ad-
vance to the state, the min-
ister said.

He added that the Kerala
Accountant General report-
ed a balance of Rs 394.99
crore in its SDRF aceount as
on Aprily, 2024,

Thus, "sufficient fund"”is
available in the SDRF ac-
count of the state for relief
operations, he said.

Rai said Kerala conduct-
ed aPost Disaster Need As-
sessment (PDNA) estimat-
inga total requirement of Rs
2,219 crore for recovery and
reconstruction plan,

The landslides destroyed
large tracts of three
“Wayanad villages—Punchir-
imattom, Chooralmala and
Mundakkai--apart from
some in Attamala when the
disaster struck on July 30
last year.

AFSPA extended
to one more
district in
Nagaland

New Delhi

The Centre on Tuesday
imposed for six months
the Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Powers) Act in Naga-
land's Meluri district , two
days after the law was ex-
tended to eight distriets
and 21 police station areas
in five other districts of
the state.

In a notification, the
Union home ministry said
in November, 2024, the
Nagaland government had
created the district of
Meluri by carving it out of
Phek district, which has
been declared a 'disturbed
area’ on March 30, along
with seven other districts.

"Therefore, in partial
modification of notifica-
tion number 8.0. 1536 (E)
dated 3oth March, 2025,
the district Meluri is also
declared as 'disturbed area'
under section 3 of the
Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, 1958 (28 of
1958) for a period of 6
months with affect from
15t April, 2025 unless with-
drawn earlier,” the notifi-
cation said. The AFSPA
gives armed forees oper-
ating in disturbed areas
sweeping powers and im-
munity from prosecution
unless approved by the
Centre.




Manipur BJP
MLAs seek
review of 2001
census NRC
implementation
before
delimitation
Imphal:
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Bareilly is now known for Nath
corridor: UP Chief Minister

Bareill

‘ttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
l\dll\/:umlh on

BJP MLAs of

Tuesday h d Ba-

on Tuesday sought a “re-
view" of the 2001 Cen-
sus and implementation
of the NRC before carry-
ing out delimitation ex-
ercise in the state.

The party’s legislators
held a meeting to discuss
the Supreme Court's or-
der to the Centre to carry
out the delimitation ex-
ercise in the state within
three months:

The demand for a re-
view of the 2001 census
came days after 13 other
parties urged the Centre
to defer the delimita-
tion exercise in lhe state
until the “errors” in the
headcount that year are
rectified.

“In connection with de-
limitation, we want what
the people want. First,
the 2001 census needs
to be reviewed,” senior
BJP MLA Konthoujam
Govindas told reporters
after the meeting,

To a question, Govin-
das who is a former
minister said that the
National Register of Cit-
izens (NRC) is also a ma-
jor issue for delimitation.

The COCOMI, an um-
brella body of several
Meitei civil society or-
ganisations of Manipur,
recently objected to the
delimitation move be-
fore implementation
of the NRC in the res-
tive state, claiming that
without removal of il-
legal immigrants, any
such process would be

detrimental to indige-
nous people.
Delimitation is sched-

uled for the entire coun-
try in 2026.

Asked about the pro-
posals being made by
the BJP in connection
with delimitation, an-
other party MLA Yum-
nam Khemchand said,
“The draft is being pre-
pared.”

The Supreme Court
on March 17 granted
three months to the
Centre for carrying
out the delimitation
exercise in Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Ma-
nipur and Assam.

The Centre had in-
formed the top court
while Itations were

reilly’s  transformation
over the past eight years,
stating that the city has
evolved beyond its tra-
ditional association with
‘jhumkas’ (earrings) to
establish a historic iden-
tity as Nath Nagri with
the Nath Corridar.

During his one-day
visit, he inaugurated
and laid the foundation
stone for 132 develop-
ment projects worth
Rs 933 crore. He em-
phasized that Bareilly
is. emerging as a Smart
City on both national
and international plat-
forms, fostering an in-
vestment-friendly envi-
ronment in sectors like
dairy, healthcare, and
industry, thereby creat-
ing new job opportuni-
tes.

On this oceasion, the
CM flagged off 2,554 new
ambulances  equipped
with state-of-the-art
life-saving facilities. He
also launched the state-
wide ‘School Chalo Ab-
hiyan' and flagged off
the ‘Special Communi-
cable Disease Control
Campaign.’

He also visited the

exhibition on develop-

ment and schemes or-
ganized by the Bareilly
Development Authority
at the College Ground.
During this visit, he also
inspected the exhibition
of products displayed by
young entrepreneurs,

CM Yogi said that Ba-
reilly is being connected
through the Har Ghar
Nal Yojana, the Ring
Road, and new flyovers,
which are strengthening
the city's connectivity
and infrastructure.

He also noted that Ba-
reilly was once known as
a dirty but today it
is redefining itself as a
Smart City. Highlight-
ing the shift in law and
order, he stated that

before 2017, the city fre-
quently witnessed 5-7
riots annually, whereas
in the past eight years,
not a single riot has oc-
curred. “Now, there are
1o riots—only develop-
ment,” he remarked.

He issued a stern
warning to rioters, stat-
ing that anyone attempt-
ing to instigate unrest
would have their prop-
erty seized and redistrib-
uted to the poor. Addi-
tionally, he emphasized
that education is the
cornerstone of a strong.
society.

During the launch of
“‘School Chalo Abhiyan',
he distributed stationery,
textbooks, and toffees to
the newly enrolled chil-

Dr. RC Guleria Elected President of Mandi
Association of Medical College Teachers

=] (=4 =

Rajan Punchhi

‘"The Mandi Assoc
tion of Medical College
Teachers of SLBSGMC
has unanimously elected
a new leadership team,
marking a significant
step in faculty govern-
ance and representation.
Dr. RC Guleria from
the Department of Mi-

crobiology has been

underway for Aranachal
Pradesh and Nagaland,
the ongoing violence in
Manipur made the situ-
ation not conducive for
the exercise.

Advt Contact
9816799941

elected as the President,
while Dr. Ashwani Ku-
mar from the Depart-
ment of Biochemistry
will serve as Vice Presi-
dent. Dr. Richa Sharma
from the Department
of Pediatrics has been
elected as Secretary,
with Dr. Veena Gupla
(Department of Phys-
iology) and Dr. Saru
Thakur (Department of
Dermatology) taking on
the roles of Joint Sec-

retaries. Dr. Durgesh
Thakur from the De-
partment of Communi-
ty Medicine has been
appointed as Press Sec-
retary, and Dr. Pradeep
Kashyap from the De-

improving ommuni-
cation between facul-
ty and administration,
advocating for better
working conditions
and resources, and ad-
dressing the need for
z d 5

partment of
will serve as Treasurer,
College Principal Dr.
D.K. Verma estended
his congratulations to
the newly elected office
bearers and assured
them of his guidance
and support.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, President Dr. RC
Guleria emphasized the
leadership team's com-
mitment to advocating
for faculty interests,
promoting  academic
excellence, and foster-
ing a collaborative en-
vironment within the
medical college. Their
key priorities include

in

the institution.

Dr. Guleria highlight-
ed the vital role of the
Faculty Members' As-
sociation in represent-
ing faculty voices and
ensuring their active
participation in the
medical college’s deci-
sion-making processes.
The newly elected lead-
ership aims to work
closely with the ad-
‘ministration to achieve
shared goals and fur-
ther enhance the in-
stitution’s mission of
excellence in medical
education and patient
care.

dren. He called on the
people of Bareilly and
Uttar Pradesh to join the
campaign and ensure
that no child is left be-
hind in gning to schoal.

“This is not just the
government's responsi-
bility, but also society’s,

rived of education,
it becomes a challenge
for both society and the
nation.”

Reflecting on the sit-
uation before 2017, CM
Yogi shared that the
condition of the Basic
Education Council was
poor, with schools Tack-
ing essential facilities
like toilets, drinking wa-
ter, furniture, and smart
classrooms.

_—
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath on Tuesday
highlighted Bareilly’s
transformation over
the past eight years,
stating that the city
has evolved beyond
its traditional associ-
ation with ‘jhumkas’
(earrings) to estab-
lish a historic identity

as Nath Nagri with
the Nath Corridor.

At that time, while 1.34
crore children were en-
rolled, 60% of them did
not attend school. To-
day, under the “Opera-
tion Kayakalp” initiative,
96 per cent of schools

have been eguipped
with toilets, drinking
water, flooring, smart

classrooms, and digital
libraries, he said.

He further added that
last year, Rs 1,200 per
child was sent to the
accounts of parents of
1.01 crore children via
DBT. “Uniforms, bags,
hooks, shoes, socks, and
sweaters are also being
provided to the children,
which has increased
their eagerness to attend
school,” he said.

Tripura’s tribal majority
area has 302 single-teacher
primary schools: CM

Chief M_Lmster Manik
Saha on Tuesday in-
formed the Assembly
that the Tripura Tribal
Areas Autonomous Dis-
trict Council (TTAADC)
has 302 single-teacher
primary schools.

The autonomous dis-
trict council runs 1,387
primary  schools in
Sixth Schedule areas in
the northeastern state.

The TTAADC area is
two-thirds of the state’s
territory and is the
home to the tribals.

Replying to a call-
ing attention motion
moved by Tipra Motha
Party (TMP) MLA Pa-
than Lal Jamatia, the
CM who holds the Ed-
ucation portfolio said
the TTAADC runs 1,387
primary schools with
30,273 students and
3,504 teachers.

To address the short-
age of teachers in
TTAADC-run  schools,
the state has sent 709
teachers to these insti-
tutes on deputation, he
said.

“Even if the stu-
dent-teacher ratio is
good in tribal coun-
cil-run primary schools
(9:1), 302 schools are
functioning with single
teachers. It showsthere
is an urgent need to en-
sure the even-handed

distribution of teach-
ers in TIAADC-run
schools. If we could do
it, the problem will be
addressed,” he said.

The chief minister
also explained the rea-
sons behind the low
enrollment in the tribal
council-run schools.

“Low birth rate (12.0
against 1000) is the
root cause of IUW en-
rollment in  these
schools. Besides, open-
ing of English medium
schools is also another
factor in the declining
trend in student enroll-
ment,” he said.

Claiming that the
state is committed to
provide quality edu-
cation to the students
of tribal council-run
schools, he said Rs 1.20
crore has been given to
the TTAADC author-
ities to undertake re-
pair works of various
schools during 2024-
25.

“The state spends a
substantial amount to
pay the salary of the
teachers who were
posted in  different
schools on a deputa-
tion basis. It comes to
around Rs 66.98 core
annually,” he said.

Saha also revealed
the drop-out figure in
the TTAADC-run pri-
mary schools.

UPA govt rejected ILP proposal for
Manipur in 2012: N Biren Singh

Imphal:

Former Manipur chief
minister N Biren Singh
on Tuesday accused the
Congress-led UPA gov-
ernment of rejecting a
propesal in Parliament
on introducing the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) regime
in the state in 2012.

He also charged the
then government with
blatantly appeasing ille-
gal immigrants.

In a post on X, Singh
recalled that during a
Parliament session on
September 4, 2012, the
then Manipur Lok Sabha
MP, Dr Thokchom Mein-
va, raised the issue of ILP
in Manipur.

Singh claimed that
the Congress-led UPA
government not only de-
layed the issue but reject-
ed the demand.

Singh quoted the re

ister of State for
Home Affairs, Shri Mul-
lappaly Ramachandran:

“The Inner Line Permit

System under Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regu-
lation, 1873 applies only
to the three North-East-
ern States of Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram and
Nagaland which cannot
be extended to the State

of Manipur as per ex-
tant regulation.
Singh expressed his
disappointment, saying,
“No empathy, no will-
ingness to consider Ma-
nipur’s distinct history
and identity, just a cold
bureaucratic dismissal.
He also questioned
whether the Congress
leadership in Manipur
had informed the peo-
ple about the rejection
of ILP in Parliament,
calling it ‘shameless de-

nial" of Manipur's legiti-
mate demand for [LP.
Singh further accused

National Exhibition of Footwear Components Begins in Agra

Akash Jain/Rajesh
Tnmar

Agra

The 58th Edmon of the
national footwear com-
ponent exhibition, Shoe
Tech Agra, organized
by the Indian Footwear
Component  Manufac-
turers Association (IF-
COMA),  commenced
today in Agra. The two-
day event, being held at
Hotel Madhu Resorts
on April 2 and 3, aims
to accelerate the growth
of the footwear compo-
nent industry in India.
IFCOMA officials shared
details about the exhi-
bition in a press confer-
ence at Hotel Holiday
Inn on Tuesday.

Speaking about the
significance of the event,
Puran Dawar, President
of the Agra Footwear
Manufacturers & Ex-
porters Chamber (AF-
MEC), emphasized that
components play a cru-
cial role in shoe produc-
tion. He described the
exhibition as a valuable
opportunity for shoe

1]

entrepreneurs,  allow-
ing buyers and sellers
to connect directly and
explore future business
collaborations. This
year, more than 60
stalls will showcase 32
different types of foot-
wear components under
one roof.

Manju Mann, Exec-
utive Director of the
Footwear Design and
Development Institute
(FDDI) Noida, high-
lighted the growing role
of innovation and re-
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search in the footwear
industry. She stated that
FDDI was established
to train professionals
for the footwear and
leather industry, foster-
ing competitiveness on
a global scale. She also
pointed out that foot-
wear design is a science,
and advancements in
components are con-
tributing  significantly
to the sector. With India
producing 11.63% of the
world's total footwear,
the country ranks as the

second-largest producer
after China. In terms of
exports, India shipped
footwear worth $3.13
billion in 2022, making
it the 1ith largest ex-
porter globally.

IFCOMA  President
Sanjay Gupta expressed
confidence that the 58th
edition of Shoe Tech
Agra would be a land-
mark event. He stated
that the exhibition aims
to strengthen both the
footwear and compo-
nent industries, posi-

tioning India as a viable
alternative to China. He
also noted that the event
serves as a platform for
raising awareness about
the latest technologies.
Entrepreneurs from sev-
eral states, including Ut-
tar Pradesh, are partici-
pating in the exhibition.

A key highlight of the
event isaseminaron the
Indian Footwear Sizing
System, where experts
from the Central Leath-
er Research Institute
(CLRI) will discuss the
importance of stand-
ardization in footwear
sizing. The seminar will
also feature a presenta-
tion on fashion trends
in the Indian footwear
market by Nandan Sin-
gh Bora, Director of
the National Institute
of Fashion Technology

(NIFT) Raebareli.
The exhibition was
inaugurated today at

10:30 AM by AFMEC
President Puran Dawar,
with  Vivek Sharma
(IRS), Managing Direc-
tor of FDDI Noida, as

the distinguished guest.
The event will also hon-
or industry veterans for
their outstanding con-
tributions. The exhibi-
tion will continue until
April 3, from 10 AM to
6 PM.

During the event,
industry leaders em-
phasized the need for
innovation and mod-
ernization in shoe man-
ufacturing. AFMEC
Vice President Gopal
Gupta underscored the
importance of such ex-
hibitions, while CIFI
Uttar Pradesh President
Dharmendra Narula
stressed the need for
adopting mew technol-
ogies. Agra Shoe Facto-
ries Federation Presi-
dent Vijay Sama pointed
out technical flaws in
India’s shoe sizing sys-

tem, urging govern-
ment intervention for
improvement.  ASMA

President Opinder Sin-
gh Lovely called for a

Congress of “deliberate
neglect” and of “blatant
appeasement of illegal
immigrants,” saying
the party treated indig-
enous people as sec-
ond-class citizens.

“The truth is, Con-
gress never cared. Our
voices were ignored, our
identity trampled, and
our legitimate demands
laughed off in Parlia-
ment," he said.

Singh also questioned
if they (congress leader-
ship) speak to the peo-
ple, seek guidance or
show the slightest em-

pathy? adding the party

“stayed silent, unmoved,

disconnected and com-
pletely absent from the
ground.

The former CM said
it was Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit
Shah who respected Ma-
nipur’s sentiments and
fulfilled the long-stand-
ing demand for 1LP in
the state in 2019.

Singh said, “In sharp
contrast, it was the
BJP Government under
Hon'ble Prime Minister
@narendramodi  and
Hon'’ble Home Minister
@AmitShah that final-
ly respected Manipur’s
sentiments.

“They understood the
unigue history and so-
cio-political realities of
the state. In 2019, they
fulfilled a long-standing
demand and gave Mani-
pur the ILP, a constitu-
tional safeguard we had
been_fighting for, for
decades,” he added.

A Congress spokes-
person said that the
party leaders have seen
the post, will discuss it
among themselves, and
then come up with a
comment soon.

Modi wishes Dhami for 3 years in
office lauds him as hardworking

Dehradun:
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has congrat-
ulated Pushkar Singh
Dhami on successfully
completing three years
in office of his second
term as Chief Minister,
describing him as hard-
working and his tenure
a period of big achieve-
ments.

In a congratulatory
message dated March
29, Modi said, “I'hese
three years of the state
government under the
leadership of the hard-
working and energetic
Chief Minister of Uttara-
khand, Pushkar Singh
Dhami ji, have been ded-
icated to service, good
governance and devel-
opment, which is a ma-

jor achievement in the

upliftment of the state.”

Moving forward with
a sense of pride in ils
heritage, Uttarakhand is
creating new records of

better und of
market trends to meet
consumer demands.

devel , Modi said.
“loday, the state is
rapidly moving towards

the development goals
for which Uttarakhand
was created 25 years
agop,” he said.

For this, with a “con-
crete action plan,” fa-
cilities are being con-
tinuously developed
in various sectors like
education, health, infra-
structure, transport and
tourism, the Prime Min-
ister said.

“Devbhoomi  Uttara-
khand is full of possi-
bilities. The brave and
hardworking people
here have the ability to
take the state to new
heights of development.
1 am confident that this
decade will prove to be
that of Uttarakhand.
‘With this new identity,
Uttarakhand will play
an important role in the
creation of a developed
India in the Amrit Kaal
of Independenve, Modi

completed
three years of his second
term as Chief Minister
on March 23.
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South Korea's
Constitutional
Court will rule
Friday on Yoon's
impeachment

Seoul:

South Korea's Consti-
tutional Court will rule
Friday on whether to for-
mally dismiss or reinstate
impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol — a deci-
sion that either way will
likely deepen domestic
divisions.

The court has been
deliberating on Yoon's
political fate after the
conservative  leader
was impeached in De-
cember by the Nation-
al Assembly, which is
controlled by the lib-
eral opposition, over
his brief imposition of
martial law that trig-
gered a massive polit-
ical crisis.

Millions of people
have rallied around
the country to support
or  denounce Yoon.
Police said they'
mobilize all availagle
personnel to preserve
order and respond to
possible acts of van-
dalism, arson and as-
sault before and after
the court's ruling.

The Constitutional
Court said in a brief
statement  Tuesday
that it would issue its
ruling at 11 am Friday
and allow TV stations
to broadcast it live.

Removing Yoon
from office requires
support from at least
six of the court's eight
justices, If the court
rules against Yoon,
South Korea must
hold an election with-
in two months for a
new president. If the
court overturns his
impeachment, Yoon
would  immediately
return to his presiden-
tial duties.
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Xi Jinping calls for 'elephant-dragon tango'
on 75th anniversary of India China ties

Beijing:

n a message marking
I73th anniversary of

their bilateral rela-
tions, Chinese President
Xi Jinping on Tuesday
stressed on partnership
between India and Chi-
na for “mutual achieve-
ment” and the need to
dothe “dragon-elephant
tango” to serve their
fundamental interests.

Apart  from Presi-
dent Xi's message to
his counterpart Drou-
padi Murmu, Chinese
Premier Li Qiang and
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi too exchanged
congratulatory messag-
es to mark the occasion,
the Chinese Foreign
Ministry announced
here.

In her message, Mur-
mu said a stable, pre-
dictable and friendly bi-
lateral relationship will
benefit hoth countries
and the world, state-run
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

The development
comes amid the efforts
to reset the ties after
over four years of freeze

due to the eastern Lada-
h military standoff.
President Xi. in his
message to Murmu, said
China and India, both
ancient civilisations,
major developing coun-
tries and important
members of the Global
South, are at a erit
stage of their respective
modernisation efforts.
“The development of
China-India  relations
demonstrates that it is
the right choice for Chi-

na and India to be part-
ners of mutual achieve~
ment and realise the
‘dragon elephant tango,'
which fully serves the

fundamental interests
of both countries and
their peoples,” Xinhua
said quoting Xi.

Xi called on both
sides to view and han-
dle bilateral relations
from a strategic height
and long-term  per-
spective, seek a way,
which features peace-

ful coexistence, mutual
trust, mutual benefit
and common develop-
ment, for neighbouring
major countries to get
along with each other,
and jointly promote a
multi-polar world and
greater democracy in
international relations.

He also said he stands
ready to work with
Murmu to take the an-
niversary of ties as an
opportunity to enhance
strategic mutual trust,

In her message,
Murmu said a stable,
predictable and
friendly bilateral
relationship will
benefit both countries
and the world, state-
run  Xinhua news

agency reported.

strengthen exchang-
es and cooperation in
various fields, deepen

communication and
coordination in  major
international affairs,

jointly safegnard peace
and tranquility in the
China-India border area,
push forward a sound
and steady development
of hilateral relations and
contribute to world peace
and prosperity.

For her part, Murmu
said India and China
are two major neighbor-
ing countries that are
home to one-third of
the world's population,
noting that a stable, pre-
dictable and friendly bi-
lateral relationship will
benefit both countries
and the world.

Chinese military launches
large-scale drills around Taiwan

“Faipei (Taiwan):
The Chinese military
announced  large-scale
drills in the waters and
airspace around Taiwan
on Tuesday that include
an aircraft carrier battle
group, as il again warned
the self-ruled island de-
mocracy against seeking
formal independence.

The joint exercises in-
volve navy, air ground
and rocket forces and
are meant to be a “severe
warning and forceful con-
tainment against Taiwan
independence,”  accord-
ing to Shi Yi, a spokesper-
son for the People's Lib-
eration Army's Eastern
Theatre Command.

No operational name
for the drills was an-
nounced nor previous no-
tice given.

China considers Tai-
wan a part of its territory,
to be brought under its
control by force if neces-
sary, while most Taiwan-
ese favour their de-facto
independence and dem-
ocratic status. Any con-
flict could bring in the US,
which maintains a series of
alliances in the region and
is legally bound to treat

to Taiwan as amat—
ter of “grave concern.”

Taiwan’s Presidential
Office posted on X that
“China's blatant military
provocations mol only
threaten peace in the
#Taiwan Strait but also
undermine security in
the entire region, as ev-
idenced by drills near
Australia, New Zealand,
Jﬁpdﬂ Korez\, the P]nl-
ippines & the SCS. We
strongly condemn China's
escalatory behaviour.”

‘I'he SCS refers to the
South China Sea, the
strategic waterway that
China claims almost in
its entirety, China's navy
also recently held drills
near Australia and New
“Zealand for which it gave
no warning, fomng the
last-minute rerouting of
commercial {lights.

Taiwan's Ministry of
National Defence said it
had tracked 19 Chinese
navy vessels in the waters
surrounding the island
in a 24-hour period from
6 am Monday until 6 am
Tuesday. It added that
the Shandong aireraft
carrier group had entered
into Taiwan's air defence
identification zone on
Monday, a self-defined
area tracked by the mili-
tary.

Israel strikes building in southern Beirut killing at least 4 people

Beirut:

The Israeli  military
struck a building in Bei-
rut's southern suburbs
early ‘Tuesday, killing
at least four people, as
the military said it had
targeted a member of
the Hezbollah militant
group.

The airstrike came
without warning days
after Israel launched an
attack on the Lebanese
capital, Beirut, on Friday
for the first time since a
ceasefire ended fighting
between Israeli forces

and the Hezbollah mili-
tant group in November.
The Israeli military then
had warned residents
in the crowded suburbs

before the attack after
two projectiles  were
launched from southern
Lebanon, which Hezbol-
lah denied firing.

At least seven other
people were wounded in
Tuesday's airstrike, ac-
cording to the Lebanese
Health Ministry.

The Israeli military
said in a statement the
latest strike targeted
a  Hezbollah member
who had been helping
the Palestinian Hamas
group in the Gaza Strip
in attacks against Israel.
1t said the airstrike wi
‘under the direction of

the Shin Bet," Israel's
domestic  intelligence
agency.

Lebanese  President
Joseph  Aoun  con-
demned the airstrike.

“We must prevent any
violation of sovereignty
from abroad, or from
infiltrators: within who
provide an additional
pretext for aggression,”
Aoun wrotie in a state-
ment posted on X. The
former military chief
vowed after his elec-
tion in January that all
weapons would be atthe
hands of the Lebanese
state, indirectly refer-
ring to Hezbollah's arms.

Among those killed in
the airstrike were Hez-
bollah official Hassan
Bdeir and his son, Ali,
according to a Hezhol-
lah official who spoke on
condition of anonymity
because of not being au-
thorized to speak pub-
licly to the media. The
official said that the two
other people killed were
their neighbors: two sib-
lings, a young man and a
woman.

Senior Hezbollah leg-
islator Ali Ammar said
the group does not want

war.

“Bul at the same time,
if war is imposed on
Hezbollah ... then Hez-
hollah is fully prepared
to deter any assault,”
Ammar said in a state-
ment to the press at the

€.
videos
widely shared on local
and social media showed
the top three floors of
an apartment building
damaged following the
strike. Piles of debris on
cars below the building
can be seen.

Vodafone Idea Gets Govt.
Bailout: Challenges Remain

New Delhi:
The government's
move to convert spec-
trum auction dues of
Vodafone Idea into
equity will ease near-
term liquidity con-
straints, but structural
challenges remain for
the telco with factors
like stabilisation of
subscriber base, tariff
hikes,  long-pending
debt raise, and further
relief on dues being vi-
tal for the telco's long-
term survival, say ana-
lysts.

LIFL Capital, in its
note, said while the
latest move marks im-
proved prospects for
VIL's debt-raising, the
underlying free cash
flow generation is still
inadequate to cover
regulalol\ payouts.

"After assuming Rs
250bn  (Rs 25,000
crore) debt-raise, Vi
still faces a stiff task in
making Rsi86bn (Rs
18,600 crore) regulato-
ry payouts. Even after
assuming another 15-
20 per cent tariff hike
and lower capex in
FY27, Vi's underlying
FCF of - Rsqibn (Rs
4,100 crore) is likely to

Poonam Sharma Takes Over as 42nd

New Delhi:

Ms. Poonam Sharma has

officially assumed the
role of the 42nd Nation-
al President of FICCI La~
dies Organisation (FLO),
the women's wing of the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce
& Industry (FICCI) and
the oldest women-led
business chamber in
Southeast Asia. She took
over the position at the
41st Annual Session held
on March 31, 2025, for
the tenure of 20:

As the newly .1ppcmt-
ed National President,
Ms. Sharma aims to
foster an enabling en-

fall short of Rs236bn
(Rs 23,600 crore) re-
quired for meeting reg-
ulatory payouts,” 1IFL
said in its analysis.

According to Motilal
Oswal Financial Ser-
vices, while govern-
ment equity conversion
provides cash flow re-
lief for VIL and is a key
medium-term positive
development, stabili-
sation of its subserib-
er base, long-pending
debt raise, and further
relief on AGR dues will
be vital for Vi's long-
term survival.

The Centre's contin-
ued commitment to
maintaining a 'three
plus one' market con-
struct in the Indian
telecom sector and the
easing of VIL cashflow
constraint are also pos-
itive for Indus Towers,
it added.

Motilal Oswal said
despite the spectrum
dues conversion into
equity, Vodafone Idea
(VIL) would continue
to require more relief
from the government
on AGR dues as well
as spectrum payments
beyond the first half of
FY2027-28 (1HFY28).

vironment for women
by prugnut_ing entrepre-
neurship, industry par-
ticipation, and econom-
ic development. Under
her leadership, FLO will

Govt to form committee for decision on assets
of MTNL and BSNL in Mumbai: Scindia

minis-

mon  minis
ter Jvotiraditya
Scindia on Tues-

day said a committee
of government officials
will be formed to take
a decision on the assets
of public sector telecom
companies Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Lim-
ited and Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited in Mum-
bai.

The committee  will
comprise officials of the
state urban develop-
ment dep'\rtmenl Bri-

1

consmlchon of mobile

cation system for every

bai D
Cm poration (BMC), and
the central government's
telecommunications de-
partment, and its report
will be submitted in four
weeks, Scindia was quot-
ed as saying in a release.

The Minister of Com-
munications  attended
a meeting organised
at the Sahyadri Guest
House here on the
BSNL's assets in Mum-
bai and the communi-
cation system in Ma-
harashtra. The meeting
discussed in detail the
assets of BSNL and
MTNL in  Mumbai,

spearhead various ini-
tiatives to enhance the
role of women in India's
industrial and economic
landscape.

"FLO empowers wom-

towers, ion
systems to he created

under the BharatNet

programme.
‘Maharashtra  Chief

Minister Devendra

Fadnavis, Deputy Chiel
Ministers Eknath Shin-
de and Ajit Pawar,
Chief Secretary Sujata
Saunik, Union Telecom
Secretary Neeraj Ku-
mar, BSNL's Managing
Director Robert Ravi
and others also took
part in the meeting.
Scindia  said  the
BharatNet project is
being implemented to
create a fast communi-

en by fostering leader-
ship, skills development,
and creating a platform
to showcease their talents
across  various sectors
for an inclusive eco-
nomic growth trajecto-
ry. During my tenure,
FLO will carry out many
interventions  towards
fostering larger contri-
butions of women in
India’s industrial and
economic growth sto-
ry," said Ms. Poonam
Sharma.

She emphasized that
her focus would be on
transforming women's
voices into tangible
economic initiatives by

gram pi vat in the
country, and added that
Maharashtra has done a
good job in the phase 1 of
the project.

‘The BharatNet project
aims to provide broad-
band connectivity to all
the gram panchayats in
the country.

Under phase 11 of the
project, a communi-
cation system should
be established up to
every remaining gram
panchayat in the state as
well, he said.

Scindia said that un-
der BharatNet's phase
11, one lakh towers of 4G

National

iffluencing policies and
changing perceptions.

FLO, established in
1983 as a division of
FICCI, serves as a na-
tionwide platform for
women entrepreneurs,
professionals, and
corporate  executives.
Headquartered in New
Delhi, it has 20 chapters
across India, represent-
ing over 13,000 mem-
bers.

Ms. Poonam Sharma
is a distinguished en-
trepreneur in the health
and wellness sector and
a global advocate for
Ayurvedic products.
She is closely associat-

network will be set up
across the country.

These towers are
planned to be set up
mainly in unconnected
areas. This will create
a good communica-
tion system even in the
most remote areas of
the state, he said.

The Union minister
also suggested remov-
ing the obstacles in cre-
ating a communication
system in rural areas,
he said.

Fadnavis assured
full co-operation in
strengthening the com-
munication system by
linking remote areas

like Gadchiroli.

Security: cover will be
provided in the extreme-
ly remote areas of Gad-
chiroli to set up towers.

a  communication
system in remote areas
is strong, it will be con-
venient to connect the
local youth with mod-
ern technology, he said.

The government will
work to create com-
nectivity systems in all
gram panchayats in the
state under BharatNet
phase 11, he added.

CM Fadnavis assured
that the state will be
at the forefront of the
country in the project’s
second phase as well.

Reservations on
BSNL and MTNL prop-
erties in Mumbai will

¢ examined. Action
will be taken to remove
the reservations as per
the rules. The govern-
ment intends to cre-
ate various facilities
for citizens on these
properties. The state
government will take
action based on the
recommendations of
the committee formed,
Fadnavis said.

President of FLO

ed with the Baidyanath
Group, a renowned
Ayurvedic brand with a
legacy of over a eentu-
1y. Through her exten-
sive travels, she pro-
motes the benefits of
Ayurvedic  medicines,
tonics, and cosmetics.
Additionally, she is the
Founder and Direc-
tor of Ayurvedant and
Mantra Herbals.
Beyond her business
endeavors, Ms. Sharma
plays an instrumental
role in social impact
initiatives through the
Veerangna Foundation.
The foundation focus-
es on the upliftment of

women in Bundelkhand
by providing skill de-
velopment  programs,
medical assistance, and
healtheare services to
underprivileged com-
munities. Her commit-
ment to philanthropy
underscores her dedi-
cation to societal bet-
terment and economic
inclusivity.

With Ther extensive
experience and com-
mitment to  women's
empowerment, Ms.
Poonam Sharma is set
tolead FLO towards new
heights in advocating for
women's participation in
business and industry.

Indian Stock
Market Crashes,
Investors Lose
Rs 3.44 Lakh
Crore

New Delhi:
Investors' wealth
dropped by Rs 3.44
lakh crore on Tuesday
as markets fell sharply
with the BSE bench-
mark Sensex tumbling
1,300 points amid
heightened uncertainty
ahead of the anticipat-
ed rollout of the US re-
ciprocal tariffs on April
2

The BSE benchmark
gauge tanked 1,390.41
points or 1.80 per cent
to settle at 76,024.51.
During the day, the
index plummeted
1,502.74 points or 1.94
per cent to 75,012.18.

Tracking the weak
trend in  equities,
the market capitali-
sation of BSE-listed
firms eroded by Rs
3,44,058.44 crore to Rs
4,09,43,588.06 crore
(USD 4.78 trillion).

"Benchmark indices
started the new fiscal
FY26 on a sour note
after ending sharp-
ly lower on Tuesday
ahead of US President
Donald Trump's tariff
announcement,” Satish
Chandra Aluri, Analyst
at  Lemonn Markets
Desk, said.

'lrump plans to roll
out a set of recipro-
cal tariffs on April 2,
which he says will be
"Liberation Day" for
the US.

"Indian equities
faced sharp declines on
the first trading session
of FY26, with the Nifty
tumbling 1.5 per cent
Lo close at 23,165, amid
heightened concerns
over US President
Trump's reciprocal tar-
ilf plans, which take
effect from April 2nd,"
Siddhartha Khem-
ka, Head - Research,
Wealth Management at
Motilal Oswal Finan-
cial Services Ltd, said.
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Poor death bowling
and lack of sup-

port for Root
cost England,
says Jos Suttler

"] am a little worried": Jaffer on Indian
Test team ahead of England tour

Kolkata
ormer fndian ericketer Wasim
Jaffer said on Tuesday that he
is "a little worried" about Team
India following a disastrous
Border-Gavaskar Trophy against Aus-
tralia away from home and hoped that
theywill "get their act together” ahead
of their England tour which will kick-
start their ICC World Test Champi-
onship 2025-27 cycle.

Jaffer was speaking on Revsportz to
Boria Majumdar.

Speaking to Revsportzabout the In-
dian Test tear, which finished third in
the WTC 2023-25 standings following
a 0-3 cleansweep loss to New Zealand
athome and 1-3 loss m the BOT against
Australia, Jaffer said, "1am alittle wor-
ried, without a doubt. After watehing
Indiaplyy in Australia, I am alittle wor-
I il.'d-"

“The form of our batters. What if
Jasprit Bumrah isnot available in that
Test series as well? Or if Mohammad
Shami is not available for that matter?
What will happen? So, 1am definitely
waorried that Dukes ball, our batters
have batted in Australia. IF that same
trend continues, we will definitely
strugele.”

“So, 1 am a little bit worried. But 1
hope they get their act together. And 1
hope we win a series, whichwe have not
done for along time in England. But we
need to do much better than what we
did, you know, in Australia," he con-
cluded.

India's last series win in England
came back in 2007 under captaincy of
Rahul Dravid by 1-0. Since then, Their
last Test series in England ended ina

KKR all-rounder
Ramandeep Singh
reflects on team's
performance against MI

Mumbai
The defending champions, Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) suffered an
exght-wicket loss against Mumbai In-
dians at the Wankhede Stadium in the
Incian Premier League (IPL) 2025 on
Mnndav.

lien Singh's aridifine knook

2-2 draw back in 2022 after India
plnyml the rescheduled fifth Test at
under il

been ahuge point of coneern,
The 2024-25 season of Tests was

of Jasprit
Bumrah, after mmatlv leading the se-
ries 2-1 under Virat Kohli.

India’s England tour of five Test
will kickstart on June 20 at Leeds
with the first Test.

However, absence of pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah, who got injured
during the final BGT Test in Sydney
and has not played any cricket since,
and form of two of its most senior bat-
ters, Rohit Sharma and Virst Kohli has

ble for "Ro-Ke' (Rohit and Kohli),
who are India's most prolific mod-
ern-day stars. While Rohit scored just
164 runs in eight matches and 15 in-
nings at an average of 10.93 with the
best seore of 52, Virat seored a sham-
bolic 382 runs in 10 matches and 19 in-
nings at an average of 22.87, with just
a cenfury and fifty each. Rohit also
seored just 3 and 28 on his return to
Ranji Trophy recently against J&K. Vi-
rat erided the last yesr with just 655 in-

Piyush Chawla outlines "best
part" of Hardik Pandya's
captaincy against KKR

New Delhi
Former India spinner Pivush Chawla
decoded Hadik Pandya's captaincy
and traced down the best part of it dur-
ing Mu mbai Indians' dominant victo-

of 22 runs off 12 balls alongside
Angkrish Raghuvanshi's 26 runs off 16
balls and Andre Russell's twin strikes
were the key highlights for KKR as the
hosts M1 chased down the target of
17,

Not shying away from the loss,
KKR all-rounder Ramandeep Singh
shared his honest assessment in the
post-match press conference,

"Any team-can collapse, regardless
ofthe situation. Obviously, that gives
the lowerorder an opportunity, but we
were unhicky tonight Welldo our best
to make sure we don't find ourselves
in a similar situation going ahead in

1y over d Kolkata
Knight Riders in the (mgmng Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2025. Chawla
wis speaking on Jio Hotstar,

After two defeats on the trot, Mum-
bai returned to winning ways with a
spirited perforimance to secure an 8-
wicket triumph against the Knight
Riders on their home turf.

KKR batter had no answer tothe MT's
pace attack and no solution to stop the
blitzkrieg produced by their batters.
Hardik's out-of-the-box field place-
ment and the effective regulation of his
bowlers played their part in increasing
KER's woes.

“I think the be~l part 1\fh|5 captain-
oy wais hig h. He read

the "R deep Singh
s.ud as quoted by the KKR pru: re-
leas:

He alsoshed some light on backing
the team's aggressive approach with
the bat, while emphasising that they
can take learnings from this per-
formance.

“We buck every player in the team
to follow their natural instinets. Seme-
times, it doesn't work out, butitisim-
portant for us to back vur players, so
they can give their hundred percent
and play to their attacking instinets,”
Ramandeep explained.

"We understand that partnerships
are very important but had the at-
tacking approach paid off for Angla-
ish and Rinku, we would be crediting
them for their performance. Some-
times it's noi your day. There are al-
ways learnings from every game",
the right-hand batter added.

Reflecting on the conditions at the
Wankhede Stadium, Ramandeep
reckoned that the toss played a sig-
nificant factor in the outcome.

“It was a good toss to win for M1
They did have an advantage because
even mn the second innings, the new
ball was seaming. and the spinners
were getting some turn. So, there
was something there for the bowlers,
However, we ean't use that as an ex-
cise. We have to be ready for every sit-
uation,” he mentioned.

"The wicket today was such that you
had to settle in before lnoking to hit
sixes, Generally, that's not the case but
today wasa little different”, the play-
er concluded. Kolkata Knight Riders
will be eager to bounce back when they
take on the Sunrisers Hyderabad at the
Eden Gardens on April 3.

the conditions well andunderstood that
there was something in the pitch for the
seamers, so he used them effectively.
One move 1 particularly liked was
when Vignesh came in to howl while
Harshit Rana was batting towards the
end," he said on JioHotstar.

After Trent Boult and Deepak Cha-
har made early inroads, Hardik decid-
ed to introduce debutant Ashwani Ku-

‘marin the fourth over of the powerplay.
The left-amm medium quick stuck on his
maiden ball of the IPL debut, remov-
ing skipper Ajinkya Rahane.

Hecontinued tobreatie fire and end-
ed hissearing spell with a four-wicket
haul, becoming the first Indian to
achieve the feat on his IPL debut.
"You want to get that wicket rather
than letting the oppoesition add anoth-
er 10-15 runs with Ramandeep Singh
still there. Overall, his decision-making
was spot on. When a partnership was
building hetween Manish Pandey and
Rinku Singh, he bronght Ashwani Ku-
mar into the attack, and that over,
changed the game.

J

lemxmcmﬂl runsin 23 mmchxs .mdsz
innings, averaging 21.83, with a century
and two fifties to his name. His best
seare was 100*. While Rohit has been
India’s most prolific ran-getter in WIC
history with 2,716 runs in 40 Tests at
an average of 4115 with nine cen-
turies and eight fifties, Virat's form in
Tests has taken a nosedive in 20208, In
39 Test matches since the start of
2020, Virat has scored just 2,028 runs
atan average of 30.72, with just three
centuries and nine fifties to show. His
best score is 186,

Arshdeep handpicks
favourite [PL memory

Ahmedahad

India middle-order mainstay and Pun-
Jjab Kings' captain Shreyas lyer con-
tinues to *evolve his game” while “ad-
justing brilliantly” to challenges such
as facing short balls, belicves New
Zealand stalwart Kane Williamson,

lyer began his captainey stint for
PBKS with 4 match-winning 97 not
out, studded with nine sixes and five
fours off 42 balls, against Gujarat Ti-
tans in their IPL clash here on Tuesday.

Williamson, a former Gujarat Titans
plaver, heaped praise on the right-
handed Iyer for his adaptabil

“What stands out about %n:yans
how he continues to evolve his game,
said JioStar expert Williamson.

“For a period, teams targeted him
with short balls, but now, he's adjust-
ing brilliantly — getting deeper in his
crease, de-weighting his frontleg, and
dominating the short-pitched deliver-
ies.

“What is most impressive is his
ability to shift his weight forward
again, making it difficult for bowlers
who try the ‘one-two’ approach — go-
ingshort, then full. He's now able to ac-
cess all areas of the ground, which
m him such a formidable batter,”
Williamson added.

The New Zealand batting great
termed Iyer's knock of 97 not out of
“highest standard”.

“Ttwas a knock of the highest stan-
dard. From the very first ball, it was al-
most a highlight reel—he played the
ball exactly where it was meant to be
hit," he said.

“Anything outside off stump, he
Inoked to access the offside, and he
even strick sixes over cover against

some of the hest seamers inthe world.
Then, to take on Rashid Khan as well
— that's one of the toughest chal-
lenges in the game.

“Asaleader, tostep in at No g,set the
tone, and take on the opposition's
biggest threats was remarkable. That
innings was truly out of this world.”
Williamson added.

The Kiwi batter also praised
Shashank Singh for his whirlwind
knock of 44 not out off only 16 balls,
which pushed PBKS' total beyond the
reach of the Titans.

“Shashank is coming off an out-
standing breakout season last year.
Hy's incredibly still at the crease, has
beautiful hands, and doesn’t move
exvessively, yet he possesses so many
scoring options” he said.

“He has the time to adjust to short-
pitched deliveries — whether mmping
it over the keeper or pulling off
length — but he can also hold his po-
sition and play powerful straight drives,

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh Dhami
inaugurates mter Crlcket tournam‘ent

Dehradun

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhamion Tuesday inaugurated
the inter-cricket tournament orgai-
ized by Uttaranchal Press Club. On this
occasion, e also announced Rs 5 lakh
for sports material in Uttaranchal Press
Club.

During the event, he plaved outa cou-
ple of shots and interacted with the
players. The Chief Minister encouraged
the players by playing ericket and in-
spired all the participants to absorb the
spirit of teamwork, discipline and
healthy competition through sports.

W'hllc g Prime Minister
Nnrmdm\'luii ‘s Fit India Movement,
he also asked the general public to in-
clude sports activities in their daily
routine.

“The Chief Minister said that in today's
fast-paced life, it isimportant that a per-
sonstays away from mental stress and
remains healthy by joining sports. The
Chief Minister added that the state
government is constantly working in the
interest of the players.

He assured that efforts are being
made to provide maximum sports fa-
cilities to the players. Dueto this, in the
coming days, the players of the state will
bring laurels to the state by winning
medals in international competitions
likethe National Games. It s worth not-
ing that the state won 103 medals in the

G-Murali Cricket Tournament: The Commissioner
of Police XI Triumphs Over Media XI

B Media XI batted first and scored 106 runs, losing all their wickets in 20 overs. The
Commissioner of Police XI chased down the target in just 16 overs, losing 3 wlckets.

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi
‘The annual G-Murali Cricket Tourna-
merit took place at the Sports Ground,
New Police Line, Kingsway Catnp,
featuring an exciting 20-over match
between The Commissionerof Police
Xl and Media X1 The Commissioner of
Police XI, led by Vijay Singh,
Jt.CP/Transport, won the match
against Media XI, which was cap-
tained by Suresh Jha Media X1 batted
first and scored 106 runs, losing all
their wickets in 20 overs. The Com-
missioner of Police XT chised down the
target in just 16 overs, losing 3 wick-
ets. Sikandar Singh plaved a crucial
role in their win, taking 4 wickets and
earning the ‘Player of the Match'
award. Hareshwer Swami was the top
scorer for the winners with 42 runs.
The match was attended by Delhi's
Commissioner of Police, Sanjay Aro-
ra, and other officials, showcasing

skill and sportsmanship. CP Delhi
Sanjay Aroramet every player on the
ground and wished them for their in-
ning. Suresh.ha, the captain of Media
XTand Chief Coordinator of the tour-
nament congratulated Delhi police XT
on their victory. Mr Jha said., [ extend

deep gratitude towards Delhi police
and thanked CP Delhi Sanjay Arora for
making this tournament successful
vear by year,” This tournament honors
the memory of the late journalist Sh.
G Murali, promoting camaraderie be-

tween police and media.

<"1

‘Iahuml Gamnes, this is the result of the:
successful sports policies of the gov-
ernment.

During the ericket tournament, MLA
Umesh Shurma Kan, Special Principal
Secretary Amit Singh; Director Gener-
al of Information Banshidhar Tiwari,
Director Sports Prashant Arya, players,
club members, sports executive mem-
bers and spectators were present.

On the political front, Dhami ex-
pressed heartfelt gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on the occa-
sion of three years of good governance
of the state government.

Taking to social media X, the CM in
post wrote that itwas due to PM Modi's
leadership, guidance and special at-
tachment towards Uttarakhand that the
state could ereate new dimensions of

development.

"On behalf of all the residents of the
state, [ express my heartfelt gratitude
o the respected Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodiji for his good wishes
on the occasion of completion of three
years of our government dedicated to
service, good governance and devel-
opment,' Dhami wrote on X.

"As a result of vour able leadership,
guidance and special attachment to-
wards Uttarakhand, our state is creat-
ing new dimensions of development.
Realising the vision of a strong and
presperous Uttarakhand, we have tak-
en concrete steps towards making the
state self-reliant and strong in oll areas,
including education, employment,
health, infrastructure, transpert and
tourism," the post added.

"Still got an incredibly important
role to play...": Australian
selection chair George Bailey

Melbourne
Australian selection chair George Bai-
leyindicated thatall-rounder Mitchell
Marsh, currently the T2ol captain,
still has an "incredibly imiportant role”
to play in white-ball ericket and his red-
ball carcer is also not over as well.

The Aussies named a 23-plaver list
that will receive national contracts for
the 2025/ 26 season on Tuesday, which
also witnessed Marsh getting a central
contract. The 33-vear-old has dealt
with plenty of injury issues recently,
which hampered his ability tobowl and
he last played for Australia back in De-
cember [ast yéar during the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, in which he was be-
low par with both bat and ball, taking
just three wickets and scoring just 73
Tms.

Currently, he is playing for Luc-
know Super Giants (LSG) in the Indi-
an Premier League (IPL) as a special-
ist batter and has scored 124 runs intwo
innings averaging 62 with two fifties,

striking at over 185.

"1 still think he has got anineredibly
impartant role to play," Bailey said of
Marsh, s quoted by ICC.

"He has had some injury issues, and
towards the back end of the summer,
he was battling with his back alittle bit.
Tt is an ongoing conversation as to
where bowling may or may not fit into
his international ericket going for-
ward. At the moment, in the IPL, he is
available only as a batter.”
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Getting three CSK

wickets during

their powerplay
was game changing:
RCB captain Patidar
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Bengaluru FC, FC Goa eye first-leg advantage
as ISL 2024-25 semi-finals commence

Bengaluru

‘engaluru FC (BFC) will host

FC Goa (FGC) at the Sree

Kanteerava Stadium in the

first Jeg of their semi-final
fixture of the Indian Super League
(ISL) 2024-25 on Wednesday at 7:30
pm IST.

The Blues have entered the Jast-
four stage on the back of a thumping
5-0 victory against Mumbai City FC
in the one-legged knockout, where-
as the Gaurs had finished second in
the standings, courtesy of winning 48
points from their 24 league stage
matches, as per the ISL press release.

FC Goa, however, have been on a
four-game-long unbeaten run against
Bengaluru FC - winning and drawing
twice in this period. They were at the
receiving end of a loss in their pre-
vious playoffs fixture with the Blues
though, facing a 0-1 loss in the final
of ISL. 2018-19.

Meanwhile, Bengaluru FC boast of
a formidable home record when fac-
ing FC Goa, having gone unbeaten in
their Jast six games, winning on four
instances. The last two fixtures at this
stadium have produced draws, and
Gaurs will want to correct the record
since only Kerala Blasters FC and
NorthEast United FC have played
more games at this venue without se-
curing a win (seven each).

Bengaluru FC are unbeaten in
their Last two playoffs matches (Wi
D1). The last time they went on a
longer such sequence was between

Union Minister Raksha
Khadse attends Esports

Conclave 2025
Uy

New Delhi

‘Union Minister of State for Youth AF
fairs and Sports Raksha Nikhil
Khadse attended the Esports Con-
clave 2025 organized by the Physical
Education Foundation of India
(PEFT) and supported by Krafton and
TInvest India, aimed to discuss the po-
tentialand future of Esports and its
role in global leadership.

Esports was a medal sport at the
last Asian Games in Hangzhou and
it will be a medal sports at Nagoya,
the next Ganies in 2026,

During the interaction Union Mo$
while highlighting the potential of es-
ports in enhancing digital literacy,
creating employment opportunities,
underlined the government's dedi-
cation to turning esport into a main-
stream sports discipline.

As of 2022, the number of eSports
players in India was rded at
around 600 thousand. This was a
leap by 300 per cent from the previ-
ous year. Continuing on this path of
growth the figure is further expect-
ed to exceed one million players
over the next five years.

Khadse lauded the efforts ofall the
stakeholders in creating an envi-
ronment to promote esports talent
and innovation. She stressed the
importance of collaboration between
government and private sector to
harness the full potential of esports
in the country.

Hailing the recent decision of the
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
to include medal winn:
eligible for cash incentives as aland-
mark move, Smt. Khadse reaffirmed
the government's support in nur-
turing and growth of esports in India.

The conclave saw the attendance of
industry leaders, including Sean
Hyunil Sohn, CEO, Krafton India and
other eminent personalities includ-
ing Amulya Sah, Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Invest India, Anandeshwar
Panday, General Secretary, Uttar
Pradesh Olympic Association, Sh.
Piyush Jain, National Secretary,
PEFT along with officials and sports
enthusiasts.

- a S =X
March 2019 and 2020 when they
won three consecutive games while
keeping a clean sheet in each of
them

Head coach Gerard Zaragoza won
his first-ever playoff game in ISLfol-
lowing their 5-0 triuniph over Mum-
bai City FC. If his side emerges vic-
torious in this fixture, he will become
only the third tactician in ISL to
win both of his first two playoffs
games, after Simon Grayson (March
2023) and Petr Kratky (April 2024).

FC Goa have faced defeats in both
of their last two playoffs matches in
1ISL, both coming against Mumbai

City FC in April 2024. The last and
only time they had a longer losing
streak in this stage of the competition
was between March 2010 and Feb-
ruary 2020 (three consecutive loss-
es

FC Goa have scored 22 goalsin ISL
playoffs history, the joint-second
‘highest alongside Bengaluru FC, only
behind Chennaiyin FC (25). More-
over, FC Goa lead the scoring charts
in semi-finals history, netting 18
times.

FC Goa and Bengaluru FC have
faced each other 17 times in ISL his-
tory. The Gaurs have won five en-

counters, while the Blues have
emerged victorious on seven occa-
sions. Five matches have ended in
draws.

Bengaluru FC head coach Gerard
Zaragoza acknowledged the com-
petitiveness of the semi-finals,

“I'm looking forward to it. I came
here to the club to win trophies, and
we have three really good other
teams involved in the semi-finals
too," Gerard Zaragoza said as quot-
ed by the ISL press release.

FC Goa head coach Manolo Mar-
quez expressed excitement at the
possibility of taking the team to their
first-ever ISL Cup win.

"I'mvery excited. I want to help FC
Goa win the ISL Cup for the first
time," Manolo Marquez said.

Bengaluru FC's Sunil Chhetri (four
strikes) is one goal away from be-
coming the outright leading scorer in
this fixture in ISL history. Addition-
ally, Chhetri is‘also one away from
equaling his highest goal tally in a
single 1SL season (14 in 2017-18).

FC Goa's Tker Guarrotxena has

seven goals and provided
ists in the current ISL sea-
son. He is one goal contribution
away from equaling his best-ever
tally in a single ISL season (11 goals
in 2022-23),

FC Goa's Brison Fernandes (7G,
2A) is one goal contribution away
from becoming the first Indian play-
er to register 10+ of them for FC'Goa
in‘a single ISL season.

Yuva Mumba set up eliminator clash against Yuva Yoddhas

Haridwar
The Super 6 and head-to-head round of
the Yuva All-Stars Championship con-
cluded on Tuesday with the top three
teams from the Super 6 found and the
loser of the head-to-head round qual-
ifving for the playoffs

‘The playoff round will include four
matches - two eliminators, one semi-fi-
nal, and a final. The loser of the head-
to-head round will take on the third-
placed team in the Super 6 round in
Eliminator 1, while the top two teams
from Super 6 will lock horns with each
other in Eliminator 2. Both eliminators
will be played on April 2.

The winner of Eliminator 1 and the
winner of Eliminator 2 will face each
other in the Semi-Final match on
Thursday. The winner of the Semi-Fi-
nal clash will lock homs against the
head-to-head winner in the Grand Fi-
nale on Friday.

Yuva Mumba, Sonipit Spartans, and
Warriorz K.C. won their respective
matches in the last set of Super 6
matches on Tuesday at the Vandana
Katariz Indoor Stadium in Haridwar.

Yuva Mumba defeated the Junior
Steelers 48-26 to earmra spot in the play-
offs. They went into the half~time break

=

with a 15-14 score after an evenly-con-
tested firsthalf. The Steelers inflicted an
‘All Out on Yava Mumba to take the lead
but the Mumbai-based club extended
theirlead by five points followingan All
Out on the Junior Steelers.

Yuva Mumba inflicted two more All-
Outs on the Steelers to leave the
Haryana-based club behind in the
match. They won the match by 22
points and are through to the next
round. Pruthviraj Shinde was the star
player with 12 points. Mumbai fin-

37 points.

Sonipat Spartans defeated Palani
Tuskers 44-33 to set up an eliminator
clash against Warriorz K.C. They were
leading 22-14 at half-time, courtesy of
the Tuskers getting All Out early in the
game. The Spartans got Palani All Out
twice in the second half to extend their
lead. Meanwhile, the Tuskers inflicted
an All Out on the Spartans to reduce the
deficitto 11points, butit didn't help the
team's cause. Pankaj Thakur (12 points)
and Ankit Saharwa (11 points) played
crucial roles to guide Sonipat to a vic-
tory.

Meanwhile, Warriorz KC beat
Chandigarh Chargers 51-34, riding on
theback of Nitin Singh's 10 raid points.
The Bengal-based franchise took a 2
point lead at the end of the first half. The
half-time score read 30-10, courtesy of
two All Outson the Chargers. Both sides
inflicted an All Qut each in the second
half but the Warriorz had the last
laugh, winning the match by 15 points.

The head-to-head match between
Jaipur Pink Cubs and Yuva Yoddhas
was ¢ancelled as the Pink Cubs have
won two matches and booked a berth
in the summit clash of the Yuva All-

ished third in the Super gswith

Kolkata ThunderBlades joins
Ultimate Table Tennis season 6

New Delhi
Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT) will con-
tinue to strengthen in Season 6 with an
exciting new franchise, Kolkata Thun-
derBlades, joining the league, consol-
idating table tennis' presence in a ¢ity
witlva rich, sporting heritage.

Additionally, PBG will step onto
the court in a bold new Pune Jaguars
avatar. The latest season will see
teams battling it out for the title in
Ahmedabad-a first-time venue-from
May 29 to June 15, delivering world-
class action and further expanding the
league’s reach to territories where TT
has astronghold.

Co-owned by the Uneecops Group
and MVikas Group, Kolkata Thun-
derBlades are set to make a splash in
UTT Season 6. The franchise enters the
latest season with a deep-rooted un-
derstanding of table tennis, with co-
owners Ketan Jain and Rajat Kumar
former national-level players who
have gained firsthand experience with
the game. Meanwhile, renowned coach
Anshul Garg returns in a fresh, new
role of Team Director, having skillfully
overseen competitive teams in UTT in
seasons 4 and season 5.

"We are excited and delighted ta be
part of Ultimate Table Tennis. The
league has set new benchmarks for
table tennis and helped table tennis
grow manifolds in India. Kolkata has
a strong sporting culture, with amaz-
ing fanbases across every sportand we
look forward to building a competitive
‘table tennis team that they can rally be-

hind. We are eager to get stuck in and
hope to hit the ground mnning in Sea-
id Ketan Jain, Co-Owner of
the Kolkata ThunderBlades.

With the arrival of Kolkata Thun-
derBlades, UTT continues to expand
its presence across India, season 6,
adding to the league's growing foot-
print. With each edition, UTT has
provided Indian and international
paddlers a platform to compete at
the highest level, breeding intense ri-
valries and thrilling action. The up-
coming season in Ahmedabad con-
tinues this momentum, bringing the
sport to new and established audi-
ences, where alongside Kolkata Thun-
derBlades, PBG Pune Jaguars will
take the court in a new avatar as part
of UTT's evolving landscape.

UTT co-promoters Vita Dani and
Niraj Bajaj, said: "Weare delighted to
welcome Kolkata ThunderBlades to
Ultimate Table Tennis. We are certain
they will add a unigue colour to the
UTT tapestry.

Stars C] 2025,

Arjun Maini to drive for team
HRT Ford Performance for

DTM season 2025

New Delhi

The official test day for the new DTM
season will take place at the Motor-
sport Arena Oschersleben on Wednes-
day. Haupt Racing Team enters
Ford Mustang GT3s in the top-
sprint series for the first time this year.
The cockpits for Ford's factory-sup-
ported DTM comebackaafter 36 years
will be oecupied by India's Arjun Mai-
i and Switzerland's Fabio Scherer,

HRT Ford Performance starts the
new season with two Ford Mustang
GT3s DTM-experienced line-up with
Arjun Maini and Fabio Scherer at the
wheels.

Haupt Racing Team will start its fifth
DTM season at the Motorsport Arena
Oschersleben on the weekend of April
25 to April 27. As part of the joint de-
velopment program with Ford Per-
formance, the team from Drees will be
fielding two Ford Mustang GT3s for
the first time this year. The US man-
ufacturer’s last works entry in the
DTM was in 1989 with the Ford Sier-
ta Cosworth RS500. The HRT Ford
Performance line-up consists of Ford
Performance Factory Driver Arjun
Maini and Fabio Scherer, who also
completes the squad of official Ford
Performanece GT3 Junior Drivers.
Maini and Scherer canlook back ona
combined experience 0f 82 DTM races.

Arjun Maini has been competing
successfully for HRT in various racing
series since 2022 and achieved three
podium finishes and one pole position
inthe DTM with theteam last season.
The Indian has made a total of 64 ap-
pearances in the prestigious sprint se-
ries to date. He will be competing in
the #36 Ford Mustang GT3 in the blue
and vellow livery of team partner
RAVENOL.

The first test for HRT Ford Per-
formance and the two drivers is sched-
uled for this week. The official test day
will take place at the Motorsport Are-
na Oschersleben on Wednesday, April

2. The season openier will also be held
on the circuit in the Madgeburger
Borde region three weeks later. The
calendar then includes seven more
race weekends in Germany, Austria
and the Netherlands. The season finale
at the Hockenheimring is scheduled
for October 4 and October 5.

‘With six race wins from 66 races and
the 2021 drivers' title, HRT has a
strong record in the tradition-steeped
championship. In order to remain
competitive in the future, the team is
increasing its commitment to young
talent and has been cooperating with
the SIM-ON kart team since the be-
ginning of the year. The aim is to pro-
mote motorsport talent at an early
stage and, ideally, to bring them
-through to the DTM via the team's own
programand the "Road to DTM" in the
ADAC GT Masters.

Ulrich Fritz, Managing Director of
Haupt Racing Team: "First of all, we
are obviously very proud that Ford
Performance has entrusted us with the
responsibility for their DTM come-
back. We have proven several times in
the past that we ¢an be successful in
this series, However, we will certain-
ly need some patience with the new
car. The focus is on the further de-
velopment of the Ford Mustang GT3.
But with regard to our two fast driv-
ers and the experienced crew, Lam
confident that we can achieve good re-
sults over the course of the season.”

Arjun Maini, HRT Ford Perform-
ance #36: "I am very excited about
another year in the DTM with HRT
and Ford Performance. We are real-
ly looking forward to the season. It's
a new challenge for me and a new
challenge for the team. But fortu-
nately, we've worked very well to-
gether over the past few seasons. S0 T
am very happy to continue that rela-
-tionship and hopefully, we can have
some strong races fogether and be sue-
cessful.”

IWL 2024-25: Relegation-battling Odisha
FC, Kickstart FC play out lively draw

Bhubaneswar

Kickstart FCheld hosts Odisha FCtoa
2-2 draw in their IWL 2024-25 en-
counter at the Kalinga Stadium on
Tuesday. The result meant that Odisha's
winless streak was extended to six
games, even ifthey did break their four-
game losing run with a point.

The defending champions were on
the verge of slipping into the relegation
zone when Philomena Abakah and
Joanitah Ainembazi scored in quick suc-
cession for Kickstart, cancelling out
Lynda Kom Serto's first-half opener.
However, Jennifer Yeboah's 7yth-
minute equaliser rescued a point for
Odisha, who are in sixth place with 12
points from 11 games. The visitors re-
mained in the relegation zone with 11

poirts.

Odisha'slack of confidence — driven
by the mun of losses —was betrayed by
their nervousness inthe early part ofthe
game. Kickstart held a stranglehold
on proceedings and even had the best
chances, Ranjana Chanu twice guilty of
shooting wide from good positions in-
side the box.

As they slowly grew nto the game,
Odisha's midfield started exerting more
control in possession, and their wing
players, in particular, started putting
balls into the boxwith more frequency.
Right on the cusp of half-time this
gave them a deserved lead when Jen-
niferYeboah's cross from the left wing
was expertlyheaded in by Lynda Kom.
The forward's looping header flew

above Linthoingambi Devi and into the
far corner of the net.

Kickstart equalised early in the sec-
ond half, via Philomena Abakah, who
capitalised on a defensive error in the
52nd minute, Four minutes later they
had the lead when Joanitah Ainembazi
slotted home with a brilliant diving
header from Sanju Pradhan's perfect
cross into the six-yard box. The mo-
memntum was with Kickstart and they
contimied to terrorise a shaken Odisha
defence. Amembazi and Abakah's bril-
liant wing play in particular kept the
Odisha defence on their toes. The duo
also had multiple attempts on goal.

brilliant in en-
suring that Odisha didn't drop a bigger
deficit. Odisha have had a knack for
pulling out of tough spots, and in the
79th mimite, they did so again when
Lynda Kom's through ball ended up at
the feet of Yeboah. The Ghanaian had
outrun Dalima Chhibber tolatch on to
the pass and slotted neatly into the far
comerto draw her side level.

In the final ten minutes, Kickstart
were the ones with the betteropportu-
nities to score the winner, but Odisha's
detence stood strong, often coming in
with late tackles to prevent attempts at
goal. The teams split the points.
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