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Teenager Mensik hands
Djokovic shock defeat in
Miami Open final
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Kremlin official says Russia
sees efforts to end Ukraine
war as drawn-out process
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@D India slams NYT report

linking defence firm to Russia

W The New York Times report published cited ‘documents’ to claim that a leading donor to the populist
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Reform UK party had sold almost $2 million worth of tr

's, cockpit equi]

and other sensitive technology to a major supplier of Moscow’s blacklisted state weapons agency.

New Delhi

report in The New
York Times linking
a company that is

part of a British aero-
space major to a state-
run Indian defence firm
claiming that the latter
has ties with a Russian
arms agency is “factually
incorrect” and “mislead-
ing”, official sources said
on Monday.

The report suggested
that military hardware
supplied by the British
firm to the Indian com-
pany may have found its
way to the Russian agen-
cy Rosoboronexport.

The report has “tried
to frame issues and dis-
tort facts to suit a po-
litical narrative”, the
sources said, adding
the media outlet “over-
looked” basic due dili-
gence.

“The Indian entity
mentioned in the report
has scrupulously fol-
lowed all its internation-
al obligations on strate-
gic trade controls and
end-user commitments,”
said a source.

“India’s robust legal
and regulatory frame-
work on strategic trade
continues to guide over-

seas commercial ven-
tures by its companies,”
it said.

“We expect reputed
media outlets to under-
take basic due diligence
while publishing such
reports, which obvious-
ly was overlooked in the
instant case,” the source

said.

The New York Times
report, citing “docu-
ments”, claimed that

one of the biggest corpo-
rate donors to the pop-
ulist Reform U.K. party
has sold almost USD 2
million worth of trans-
mitters, cockpit equip-

ment, antennas and
other sensitive technol-
ogy to a major supplier
of Moscow’s blacklisted
state weapons agency.

From 2023 to 2024,
the company, part of the
British aerospace man-
ufacturer H.R. Smith
Group, shipped the
equipment to an Indian
firm that is the biggest
trading partner of the
Russian arms agency,
the report claimed.

“The records do not
prove that H.R. Smith’s
products ended up in
Russia. But they show
that, in some instances,

Infiltration Alarm in J&K: Massive

Search Op Underway in Kathua 6 Held

7 Jammu
™ ecurity forces have
intensified search
operations  using

aerial surveillance and
sniffer dogs following a
night-long cordon after
fresh reports of suspeet-
ed movement of three
individuals, believed to
be terrorists, who es-
caped a recent encoun-
ter in Jammu and Kash-
mir's Kathua district,
officials said.

Two terrorists and
four policemen were
killed while three oth-
ers, including a deputy
superintendent of po-
lice, were injured during
a gunfight in a remote
forested area in the San-
yal belt of the district on
Thursday.

Security forces, which
have picked up six per-
sons for questioning,
have also launched a
search  operation in
Samba sector near the
international border to
sanitise the area, while
the entire border belt
has been put on alert, of-

ficials said.

On Sunday night,
three suspected terror-
ists entered a house in
Rui village, several kilo-
metres from the encoun-
ter site, and took away
food from her kitchen,
they said.

“Multi-tier  combing
operations have been in-
tensified following fresh
movement of terrorists.
After a night-long cordon,
a search operation was
launched this morning in
the Ghan Juthana foresl
area,” an officer
Aided by derml sur-
veillance and sniffer

dogs, the army, police,
NSG, CRPF and BSF are
engaged in a multi-tier
operation to track down
the terrorists in the for-
est belts of Rui, Jutha-
na, Ghati and Sanyal in
the Rajbagh region, and
parts of Billawar, the of-
ficials said.

The joint operation
teams are also focusing
on the overground and
underground networks
of the terror outfit
Jaish-e-Mohammad in
areas along the Inter-
national Border (IB),
they said.
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the Indian company re-
ceived equipment from
H.R. Smith and, within
days, sent parts to Rus-
sia with the same iden-
tifying product codes,”
the report said.

The H.R. Smith Group
said that its sales were
lawful and the equip-
ment was destined for
an Indian search-and-
rescue network, the NYT
report said.

The parts “support
lifesaving  operations”
and are “not designed
for military use”, it quot-
ed a company lawyer as
saying. Agency
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Kapil Sharma to star in
sequel to ‘Kis Kisko Pyaar
Karoon’, poster unveiled

Fiery forecast:
IMD sees April-
June as hottest
in years

New Delhi

India is expected to expe-
rience hotter-than-usual
temperatures from April
to June, with more heat-
wave days in central and
eastern India and the
northwestern plains, the
IMD said on Monday.

Most  parts of the
country will see high-
er-than-normal  max-
imum temperatures,
except for some areas
in western and eastern
India where the tem-
peratures are expected
to be normal. Minimum
temperatures will also
be above normal in most
regions, India Meteor-
ological Department
(IMD) chief Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said in an
online press conference.

“From April to June,
most parts of north and
east India, central India,
and the plains of north-
west India are expected
to experience two to four
more heatwave days
than normal,” he said.
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Govt fully prepared to
table Wagqf bill: Rijiju

New Delhi

inority  Affairs

and Parliamen-

tary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju
asserted on Monday
that the government is
fully prepared to table
the amended Wagqf bill
in Parliament, as he
accused some political
parties and organisa-
tions of seeking to fo-
ment unrest in society
and mislead people over
its provisions.

With Parliament re-
convening on Tuesday
following the weekend
and Eid holiday, he said
the timing of the bill's
introduction will be de-
cided following consul-
tations after Parliament
meets but he wants it
passed as soon as pos-
sible.

The ongoing Budget
session of Parliament
is scheduled to end on
April 4, and the bill will
have to be passed by
both the Lok Sabha as
well as the Rajya Sabha
to become a law.

The government has
indicated that it will
discuss with leaders
of different parties on
Tuesday the timing of
the Bill's introduction.
It is likely to be first in-
troduced in the Low-
er House, probably on
Wednesday.

Opposition parties
are strongly opposed to

\

the bill, slamming it as
unconstitutional  and
against the interest of
the Muslim community.
Several leading Muslim
organisations have been
rallying support against
the bill, which was seru-
tinised by a Joint Com-
mittee of Parliament
and approved with sev-
eral amendments.

cal parties and or-
ganisations, a clear ref-
erence to the opposition
and Muslim bodies, of
resorting to lies to mis-
lead society and stoke
tensions, while insisting
that the bill is in the in-
terest of Muslims.

Muslims were urged
to wear black armbands
during Ramzan and Eid
to express their opposi-
tion to the proposed law,
he said, asserting that
inciting them to hit the
streets is not good for
the country.
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Violent clash in Meerut after
Eid prayers, many injured

Lucknow

id prayers were
held Monday
across Uttar

Pradesh amid height-
ened security, social
media monitoring and
real-time  surveillance
using Al-powered
drones, officials said, but
a minor clash in Meerut
during celebrations left
some people injured and
at least three in custody.
In Aligarh, some peo-
ple were seen wearing
black armbands in pro-
test against the proposed
Wagf bill pending in
Parliament and alleged
excesses on Muslims in
some parts of the world.
The celebrations were
largely joyous otherwise,
with Uttar Pradesh po-
li(e chief Prashant Ku-
ar saying prayers were
held peacefully at over
31,500 mosques and
other designated places.
In  Saharanpur, a
group of people allegedly

‘No need to search for Modi’s successor’:
Fadnavis on San]ay Raut’s PM to retire’ claim

Nagpur/Mumbai

aharashtra
Chief Minis-
ter  Devendra

Fadnavis on Monday
dismissed  speculation
about Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s suc-
cessor, asserting the
PM would continue to
lead the country beyond
2029, when the next Lok
Sabha polls are due.
Responding to Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader San-
jay Raut’s claim that
Modi went to the RSS
headquarters on Sun-
day to convey the mes-
sage that he is “retiring”,
Fadnavis told reporters
in Nagpur, “In 2029,
we will see Modi as the

pﬁl;]& minister again.”
Speaking to reporters
separately in Nagpur,

whlch houses the head-
quarters of the BJP
ideological mentor, sen-

ior RSS leader Suresh
Bhaiyyaji’ Joshi said he
was not aware of any talk
of (PM’s) replacement.

“There is no need to
search for his successor.
He (Modi) is our lead-
er and will continue (to
lead),” Fadnavis insisted.

Discussing succession
while the leader is ac-
tive is inappropriate in
Indian culture, the CM
added.

“In our culture, when
the father is alive, it is
inappropriate to talk
about succession. That
is Mughal culture. The
time has not come to
discuss it,” he said, re-
ferring to Raut’s claim
that Modi's successor

would come from Maha-
rashtra.

Talking to reporters on
Monday, Raut claimed
the RSS wants a change
in the political leader-
ship in the country.

“He (Modi) plob1hlv
went to the RSS head-
quarters to write his re-
tirement application in
September,” the Rajya
Sabha MP claimed, al-
luding to some leaders
in the ruling dispensa-
tion retiring at 75.

Modi, who is in his
third term as PM, turns
75 in September this year.

He claimed the RSS
reminded Modi of the

“75-year norm”.
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waved the Palestine flag
and raised slogans after
offering Eid prayers.
perintendent of Poli
(City) Vyom Bindal said
the matter came to their
notice through a soeial
media video and action
is being taken.

In Moradabad, some
people attempted to pray
on the roads due to over-
crowding in Eidgahs,
but police arranged a
second ‘jamaat’ within
the premises. “This step

was taken for the safety
of devotees, and the ar-
rangements were suc-
cessfully implemented,”
said Additional SP (City)
Ranvijay Singh.

Eid Congregations
were held in other plac-
es in including Amethi
(at 213 mosques), Vara
nasi, Rampur, Prayagraj,
Gonda, Jhansi and kau-
shambi.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath extended
Eid greetings to peo-

ple trough social media

sts.
In  Lucknow, FEid
prayers were held at the
Aishbagh Eidgah, led by
Maulana Khalid Rashid
Farangi Mahali. Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav, Deputy CM
Brajesh Pathak, Min-
ister Danish Azad, for-
mer Deputy CM Dinesh
Sharma and UP Con-
gress President Ajay Rai
attended the event and
extending Eid greetings.
Deputy Commission-
er of Police (DCP) East,
Vishwajeet  Srivastava,
said, “Security has been
tightened across all are-
as for Eid. Surveillance
is being conducted using
CCTV and Al-powered
drones which provide
a tactical advantage by
covering larger areas
and sending real-time
alerts to the police con-
trol room in case of any
suspicious activity.”
Agency

‘Kunal Kamra will receive
Shiv Sena-style welcome’

Mumbai

hiv Sena function-
ary Rahool Kanal
on Monday said
comedian Kunal Kam-
ra, who kicked up a
political row for taking
a jibe at Maharashtra
Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, will be
welcomed in “Shiv Se-
na-style” when he comes
to Mumbai, where he
has been summoned by
the police in a case reg-

istered against him.
During his  perfor-
mance at the Habitat
Comedy Club at the Uni-
continental Hotel in the
Khar area, Kamra had
referred to Shinde as a

“traitor” without naming

him and went on to sing
a parody on him.

Kanal and 11 other
Shiv Sainiks were ar-
rested on March 23 after
they ransacked the stu-
dio’ where Kamra per-

Deputy Chief Mlmster
Shinde is the president
of the Shiv Sena.
Talking to reporters

here, Kanal said the
party has written to the
Mumbai police demand-
ing a probe against the
comedian under the
Foreign  Contributions
Regulation Act (FCRA)
over foreign funding and
unaccounted money.

“Those running away
from the law are guilty.
Kunal Kamra will be
welcomed in Shiv Sena
style when he comes to
Mumbai,” he said.

“We will not change
our stand because his
(Kamra's) stand also
remains unchanged,”
Kanal said, alluding to
the party’s old style of
staging protests.

Agency




Fiery fore-
cast: IMD sees
April-June

as hottest in
years

CONT FROM PAGE-1

Usually, India records
four to seven heatwave
days from April to June.

States likely to see
above-normal heat-
wave days include Ra-
Jjasthan, Gujarat, Har-
yana, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Odisha,  Chhattisgarh,
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and the north-
ern parts of Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu,

Some states, including
eastern Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Chhattis-
garh and Odisha, are
expected to have 10 to
11 heatwave days during
this period, Mohapatra
said.

In April, most parts
of India will likely wit-
ness higher-than-usual
maximum temperatures.
However, some areas in
the extreme southern
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‘Carnage’ of India’s public education
system must end, says Sonia Gandhi

. New Delhi:
ongress  leader
Sonia Gandhi on
‘Monday slammed

the Modi government’s
education policy, charg-
ing its core agenda is
centralisation of power,
commercialisation and
outsoureing of invest-
ments to the private
sector, and communali-
sation of textbooks.

Noting that these
three Cs haunt Indian
education today, the
Congress  Parliamen-
tary Party chairperson
said in an article that
this “carnage” of India’s
public education system
must end.

In the article “The
‘3Cs” that haunt Indi-
an education today” in
The Hindu, Gandhi said
the introduction of the
high-profile ~ National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020, has hidden the
reality of a government

and the nortk n
regions may experience
normal temperatures.

Minimum  tempera-
tures will be higher than
usual across most of the
country, except for a few
places in the northwest
and the northeast where
temperatures may be
normal or slightly below
normal, the IMD chief
said.

Last week, the cen-
tral government asked
states to check if their
hospitals were ready to
handle heatstroke and
heat-related  illnesses
amid a rise in tempera-
tures.

India experienced
an exceptionally harsh
summer last year, re-
cording 536 heatwave
days, the highest in 14
vears, according to the
IMD.

Govt fully
prepared to
table Wagf
bill: Rijiju

CONTFROM PAGE-1

Rijiju said it is being
alleged that the gov-
ernment will snatch
Muslim properties like
mosques and  grave-
vards if the bill be-
comes a law, dismissing
it as propaganda and
noting that the bill to
regulate Wagf has been
in existence since the
British era.

He said a similar
campaign was started

thatis p Aly indif-
ferent to the education
of India's children and
youth.

“The Union Govern-
ment’s track record over
the last decade has con-
vincingly demonstrated
that in education, it is
concerned only with the

successful 1mplementa—
tion of three core agen-
da items -- the centrali-
sation of power with the
Union Government; the
commercialisation and
outsourcing of invest-
ments in education to
the private sector, and
the communalisation of
textbooks, curriculum,
and institutions,” she
said.

Gandhi charged that
“unchecked  centrali-
sation” has been the
hallmark of this govern-
ment’s functioning over
the last 11 years, but its
most damaging conse-
quences have been in

Adani Invitational Golf
Championship 2025
begins on April 1

__ Greater Noida:
The Adani Group and
the Professional Golf
Tour of India (PGTI),
the official sanction-
ing body of men’s
professional golf in
India, will be jointly
staging the inaugu-
ral Adani Invitational
Golf  Championship
from April 1 - 4, 2025,
at the magnificent
Jaypee Greens Golf &
Spa Resort in Greater
Noida.

The tournament,
offers a total prize
purse of T35 crore
and marks PGTI's re-
turn to Jaypee Greens
after 11 years. The
main event will be
followed by the Pro-
Am event on April
5. A curtain-raiser to
the event was held
on 29th March 2025
at The Belvedere Golf
& Country Club, Ah-
medabad.

At this event, five
leading Indian pro-
fassionai d

Limited and Mr. Kapil
Dev, President, PGTI.

This  event high-
lighted the shared
vision of the Adani
Group and the PGTI
to develop golfing tal-
ent and advance Indi-
an golf.

The partnership
extends to the estab-
lishment of a joint
Adani-PGTI golf train-
ing academy at Belve-
dere Golf & Country
Club in Ahmedabad.
This initiative aligns
with Adani’s commit-
ment to grassroots
development and sup-
ports India's 2036
Olympic bid, reflect-
ing the group’s aim
to resonate with the
aspirations of a broad
Indian audience.

The Adani Invita-
tional  Golf Cham-
pionship  beginning

on April 1 at Jaypee
Greens Golf & Spa Re-
sort will have a field of
126 players mdudmg

against the Citi 3}

(Amendment) Act and
asked if a single Mus-
Tim has lost citizenship
since the law came into
existence.
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a golf clinic for chil-
dren from The Adani
International School
in the presence of Mr.
Pranav Adani, Direc-
tor, Adani Enterprises

124 profi and
two amateurs. The
event will be played
in the stroke-play for-
mat consisting of four
rounds of 18 holes
each.

the domain of educa-
tion.

She noted that the
Central Advisory Board
of Education (CABL),
comprising  ministers
for education in both
the Union and state
governments, has not
been convened since
September 2019.

Even while adopting
and implementing a
paradigm shift in edu-
cation through the NEP
2020, the government
has not seen it fit to con-
sult state governments
on the implementation
of these policies even
once, she noted.

In the article “The
‘3Cs’that haunt Indian
education today” in
The Hindu, Gandhi
said the introduction
of the high-profile
National  Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, has
hidden the reality of
a government that is
profoundly indifferent
to the education of

“It is a testament to
the Government’s sin-
gular determination not
to heed any voice other
than its own, even on a
subject that is squarely
in the Concurrent List
of the Indian Constitu-
tion,” she claimed in the
article.

“The lack of dialogue
is accompanied by a
‘bullying tendency’.
Among the most dis-
graceful acts commit-
ted by this government
is the coercion of state
governments to imple-
ment the PM-SHRI (or
PM Schools for Rising
India) scheme of model

India’s children and
outh.

schools by withholding
the grants due to them
under the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
as leverage,” she said.

Shealsoreferredtothe
draft University Grants
Commission ~ (UGC)
guidelines of 2025 as
“draconian”, claiming
they have fully written
out state governments
from the appointment
of Vice-Chancellors in
universities established,
funded, and operated by
them.

She charged that the
Union government has
given itself- through
the governors who are
typically designated as
chancellor of the Uni-

versity -- near-monopo-
ly power in the selection
of vice chancellors in
state universities.

“This is a back door
attempt to convert a
subject in the Concur-
rent List into the sole
preserve of the Union
government and repre-
sents one of the gravest
threats to federalism
in today’s times,” she
charged.

The former Congress
president also alleged
that the Narendra Modi
government’s commer-
cialisation of the edu-
cation system has been
happening in plain
sight, in full comphance
with the NEP.

She claimed the coun-
try’s poor have been
forced out of public ed-
ucation, and into the
hands of a prohibitive-
ly expensive and un-
der-regulated  private
school system.

In higher education,
the government has
introduced the High-
er Education Financ-
ing Agency (HEFA) as
a replacement to the
University Grants Com-
mission’s erstwhile sys-
tem of block-grants, she
said.

Mamata calls for unity at Eid
prayers slams BJP’s ‘divisive politics’

Kolkata:
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
on Monday criticised
the BJP for attempting
to incite “communal
riots through divisive
politics” in the state and
asserted that the saffron
camp’s “ganda dharma”
was contrary to the true
principles of Hinduism.

The chief minister
urged people to avoid
falling into provoca-
tions that could fuel ri-
ots and stressed that the
state government would
stand with its residents,
ensuring that no one
could stir up tensions in
West Bengal.

Speaking at an Eid
prayers event on Red
Road here, Banerjee
said, “I follow the reli-
gion followed by Shri
Ramakrishna Para-
mahansa and Swami
Vivekananda. I don’t fol-
Jow the ‘ganda dharam’
made by them (BJP),
they are even agamwt the
Hindu dharma.

The TMC supremo
said no religion preach-
es animosity against an-
other human being, but
certain leaders and po-
litical parties fan hatred
for their own benefits.

Supreme Court grants bail to woman
accused of murdering husband

New Delhi:

The Supreme Court has

granted bail to a wom-
an accused of murder-
ing her husband, whose
body was found stuffed
in a trolley bag, dumped
in a forest of Odisha’s
Khurda district.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh noted
that the woman, who
was arrested on Janu-
ary 23, 2023, has spent
more than two years in
custody and has a child
who requires parental
care.

It observed that out of
37 witnesses, 15 were ex-
amined and the conclu-
sion of the trial will take
some time.

“Taking into consid-
eration the fact that the
petitioner does not seem

after her minor child,
however, without ex-
pressing any opinion on
the merits of the allega-
tions, we are inclined to
release her on bail,” the
bench said.

It directed the woman
to be released upon her
furnishing bail bonds to
the satisfaction of the
trial court.

and present herself be-
fore the trial court on the
date of the hearing.

The woman had ap-
proached the top court
against the order of the
Odisha High Court of
December 20, 2024, de-
nying her bail.

Besides the woman,
two of her accomplic-
es, including a cousin

husband, who was sup-
posedly an alcoholic and
history-sheeter.

The three were arrest-
ed a day after the man’s
body was found in the
Haripur jungle of Khur-
da district of the state.

According to police, he
often beat up his wife
ter getting drunk.

On January 20, 2023,
he again  allegedly
thrashed his wife, trig-
gering her ire.

After the beating, she
called her friend and
her cousin and the three
strangled the next day.

Iler friend purchased
a suitcase from Chan-
dapur in Nayagarh dis-
trict and reached her
house in the evening,
along with her cousin.

The two men had al-
cohol with the woman’s

= .

She said that efforts
were being made to pro-
voke riots, urging the
public to resist these at-
tempts.

“Provocations are be-
ing made to fuel riots,
but please don't fall into
these traps. The West
Bengal government
stands with the minori-
ties. No one can provoke
tensions in the state,”
she said.

The CM also tar-
geted the BJP, ques-
tioning, “If they (BJP)
have problems with the
minorities, will they
change the Constitution
of the country?”

She reaffirmed her
commitment to respect-
ing all religions, express-
ing her opposition to the

BJP’s “divisive p(ﬁitis,"

which she called “jumla
politics.”

The TMC chairperson
said all Hindus are not
against Muslims,
only certain politi
leaders who engage in
“saudagiri”  (business)
under the guise of reli-
gion.

She added, “If we
stand together, T will put
an end to this.”

Banerjee also  hit
out at the Left, saying,
“Red and saffron have
merged. But rest as-
sured, T will not let any
harm come to you."

She claimed that op-
position parties in West
Bengal, “Ram and
Baam (BJP and Left)”
are trying to incite ri-

ots.

“It is their plan to in-
cite riots, and my job is
to stop riots. Stop riots.
If you can stop riots,
they will disappear on
their own. Do not fall
into their trap,” she
said.

Emphasising that she
respects every religion,
Banerjee targeted the
Left parties in the state,
“It is a matter of shame
that the Red party,
which talked of secu-
larism, has joined hands
with the saffron camp.
Let them join hands. We
will fight alone.”

She emphasised the
need for unity and har-
mony, urging people not
to succumb to provoca-
tions. Agency

Cong seeks law for SC ST quota in private
non-minority educational institutions

New Delhi:

The Congress on Mon-
day demanded that the
government bring in a
legislation for SC, ST
and OBC quota in pri-
vate, non-minority ed-
ucational institutions in
the country.

In a statement, Con-
gress general secre-
tary, communications,
Jairam Ramesh noted
that the Parliamentary
Standing ~ Committee
on Education, Women,
Children, Youth, and
Sports had recommend-
ed a new legislation to
implement Article 15(5).

Article 15(5) allows
the state to make spe-
cial provisions by law
for the advancement of
socially and education-
ally backward classes,
Scheduled Castes, and
Scheduled Tribes, in-
cluding reservation in

nority educational in-
stitutions.

Ramesh said the
Congress had during
the last Lok Sabha
polls committed itself
to bringing legislation
to implement Article
15(5) of the Constitu-
tion in private educa-
tional institutions.

“In its 364th Report
on the Demand for
Grants for the Depart-

N

on Education, Women,
Children, Youth, and
Sports also  recom-
mended a new legisla-
tion to implement Ar-
ticle 15(5) as well. The
Indian National Con-
gress reiterates this
demand,” Ramesh said.

The Constitution
(Ninety-third Amend-
ment) Act, 2005 took
effect from January 20,
2006 and this amend-

‘India’s Got
Latent’ row

SC to hear
podcaster
Ranveer
Allahbadia’s
plea on Tuesday

New Delhi:

The Supreme Court is
slated to hear on Tues-
day a plea filed by pod-
caster Ranveer Allah-
badia in connection
with multiple FIRs filed
against him over his
comment on parents
and sex on comic Samay
Raina’s YouTube show
“India’s Got Latent”.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh is likely
to hear the matter.

On March 3, the top
court had allowed Allah-
badia to resume his pod-
cast “The Ranveer Show”
subject to maintaining
“morality and decency”
and making it suitable
for viewers of all ages.

The order had come
after  Allahbadia’s sub-
mission that the pod-
cast was his only source
of livelihood and about
280 people he employed
depended on the show.

The court had modi-
fied its February 18 or-
der barring Allahbadia
and his associates from
airing any show on You-
Tube or any other audio
or visual platform.

Controversies
dramas
outcome of
Mamata’s UK
trip Adhir
Chowdhury

Kolkata
Claiming  that West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s UK
visit yielded “nothing”
except a few “controver-
sies and dramas”, senior
Congress leader Adhir
Chowdhury on Monday
said it is the responsi-
bility of the state gov-
ernment to issue a state-
ment on the outcome of
her trip.

On the ruckus created
by protesters last week
during her speech at
Kellogg College, Oxford,
Chowdhury said he is
against people disre-
specting the chief min-
ister especially when she
is on an official tour.

“Not much has hap-
pened in London. We
want to know who had
gone to London (with
the CM). What were the
expenses incurred on
this trip? Who were the
people she met there?
And what were the pro-
posals that have been re-
ceived and whether the
state would benefit from
them or not,” Chowd-
hury told reporters here.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tnformation i given to peneral public
at laigte thst RAJAT SHARMA wiho re'
e purchasing Residential Plat No. 24
& 25 area measuring 30 3q. yds. o
OF 100 34, yacks ve. 8361 sy, meters,
out of Khasra No. 137, situated m the
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Estn, Tohwil Lo, Disrict Ghezisbad.
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Tl Wy e e of rory
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Crackdown on
unauthorised
e-rickshaws to be
launched from
Aprill

Noida
The teansport department
and the traffic police is go-
ingto launch a crackdown
on unauthorised e-rick-
shaws and autos here from
April 1, 2025.

The saiel campaign will be
run in the entire state on the
instructions of CM Yogi
Adityanath. This jeint team
during the drive will focus
on catching such antos
and e-rickshaws whose driv-
ers are minors and whose
Tegistration is outdated.
These e-rickshaws and au-
tos are the cause of road ac-
cidents.

District magistrate Gau-
tam Buddha Nagar Manish
Kumar Verma said that a
special campaign will be
run from o1 April o 30
April 2025 under the aegis
of the transport department
and the traffic police.

Assistant divisional trans-
port officer (Enforcement)
Dr. Udit Narayan Pandey
said that this campaign will
be monitored daily from
the headquarters level,

Every Friday, the report
in regard to the aforesaid
campaign will be submitted
to the CM office. He said
that in a meeting held re-
cently, the government had
instructed the officials con-
cemed that security and
law and order are the first
priority of the government.
Any kind of negligenee will
not be tolerated in this.
Unauthorised e-rickshaws
and autos have been found
involved in many incidents.
This should be eurbed at all
costs by runuing a cam-

ign.
With the aim of curbing
oad accidents. the govern-
ment has given instructions
that the steering of any ve-
hicle should not be in the
hands of minors. Special
attention should be paid to
this and verification of tem-
po and e-rickshaw drivers
should be done. Transport
department officials should
also be included in the task
force formed in the dis-
tricts,

Water tariffs not to
be hiked in Noida

Noida

TOR STORY, Dewsu, Toesoay 01, Avea 2025

They don't know how to run govt Atishi blames
BJP for power cuts in Delhi BJP hits back

New Delhi
AP leader Atishi on
Monday accused
the city BIP gov-
ernment of failing
to manage power supply, al-
leging outages have in-
creased since the party took
office Jast month.

In response, Delhi BJP
President Virendra Sachde-
vaclaimed that uninterrupt-
ed power supply is a funda-
mental duty of any govern-
meent and acoused the AAP of
corruption in managing the
power sector during its
tenure,

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Atishi said,
“Before the AAP government
came to power, lang power
cuts were normal in the na-
tional capital.”

Sheadded, "Fvery house-
hold used to have inverters,
But after Arvind Kejriwal
became the chief minister

of Delhi in February 2015,
power cuts became history
The former Delhi chicf
miinister cited data present-
ed by the BJP-led central
government in Rajya Sabha
to say that Delhi received a
round-the-clock power sup-
ply under the AAP govern-

ment.

“The people of Delhi do
not need data becanse they
know that for the past 10
vears, their inverters were
unused, and they didn't have
1o change batteries. But now,
after the BJP formed the
governmient in the city, pow-

Married man arrested from
Ghaziabad in rape assault case

New Delhi
A g5-year-old married man
has been arrested in Ghazi-
abad in connection with a
rape and assault case, po-
lice said on Monday.

The accused has been
identified as Sanoj Mishra,
4 Ghaziabad resident, who
has been living in Mumbai.

A palice statement said,
"An FIR was registered
against Mishra at Nabi
Karim police station incen-
tral Delhi, based on the
complaint of a 28-year-old
woman, who alleged abuse,
forced abortions and
threatening by the ac-
cused.”

It said the ¢complainant
was in 8 live-in relationship
with Mishraz in Mumbai for
thelast four years. Mishra,
who promised to marry
her, coerced her into un-
dergoing three abortions
during this time, the
woman alleged in her com-
plaint.

said, "An FIR was
registered against
Mishra at Nahi
Karim police station
in central Delhi,
based on the com-
plaint of a 28-year-
old woman, who al-
leged abuse, forced
abortions and
threatening by the
accused."

—
A police statement

He later backed out of
the commilment, prompt-
ing her to approach the po-
lice. During investigation,
medical records supporting
her claims were retrieved
from Muzaffarnagar, the
statement adding that
the Delhi High Court also
rejected his bail applica-
tion.

Mishra was subsequent-
Iy arrested from Ghaziabad
on March 30, police said.

‘They confirmed that he is
married and has a familyin
Mumbai.

Two arrested for robbing cab
driver in northwest Delhi

New Delhi

Two men were arrested for
allegedly robbing a cab
driver in northwest Delhi's
Adarsh Nagar area, an of-
ficial said on Monday.

Theaccused, identified
as Vishnu Jha alias Mania
(22) and Deepak (28), are
habitual offenders with
multiple cases of theft,
snatching and gambling

it i against them, he

Water tariffs will be not
hiked in Noida. There-
fore, consumers will be
able to pay water bills ac-
cording to the old rates.
There are about 80, 000
drinking water connec-
tions in different prop-
erties in Noida city.

However, drinking wa-
ter tariffs are going to be
increased in Greater Noi-
da from Tuesday, but no
change has been made in
the rates in Noida. The
authority has fixed the
drinking water rates ac-
cording to the size of the
plot and flat.

The new [inancial year
will start from Tuesday.
The Greater Noida Au-
thority has announced a
10 percent increase in the
drinking water rates,
which will come into ef-
feet from Tuesday. In
such a situation, there
was a fear that the Noida
Autharity could also in-
crease the drinking water
rates.

The reason for this is
that the tates have not
been increased for two
vears, but the authority
has decided that there
will be no increase in the
drinking water rates,

said,

The looted car, the dri-
ver's mobile phone, and
the weapon used in the
crime were recovered from
their possession, he added.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Northwest)

MCD commissioner warns

clhi

pal Corpo-
ration (MCD) Commis-
sioner Ashwani Kumar
has directed all offices,
institutions, and work-
places to take strict meas-
ures to prevent mosquito
breeding and work in eo-
ordination with the civic
body to curb mosquito-
borne diseases.

He emphasised that
since there is no specific
treatment or vaccine for
diseases like dengue,
malarid, and chikungun-
va, eliminating Aedes
mosquito breeding at the
source is the only effective
way to control their
spread.

In an advisory, Kumar
has urged all government
and autonomous offices;
educational institutions,
commercial centers, trade

Bhisham Singh said, "The
incident oceurred in the
early hours of March 27,
when the victim, Satender
Pal, was repairing a pune-
tured tire of his cab near
Shani Mandi in Adarsh Na-
gar."

Mania and Deepak ap-
proached him. foreibly
pushed him inside the car,
assaulted him and threat-
ened him with a dagger.
The duo also forced Pal to
armnge an online money
transfer through an ae-
quaintance, the DCP said.

They snatehed his mobile
phone and drove around,
before throwing him out
near Jahongirpuri and flee

associations, and R
dent Welfare Associations
(RWAs) to act on the pre-
seribed guidelines.

He has asked authori-
ties to ensure that over-
head and other water
tanks remain covered, wa-
ter coolers are regularly
repainted, their pads re-
placed, and cleaned at
least oncea week.

If a cooler cannot be

ing with the car, he added.

The injured victim re-
ported the incident at
Adarsh Nogar Police Sta-
tion, and a case was regis-
tered under provisions of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Acting on a tip-off, police
Taid a trap near Mukundpuy
Jheel and spotted the stolen
car. The accused were sub-
sequently apprehended on
Saturday, and the stolen
items, along with the
weapon used, were recov-
ered, police said.

‘They said during inter-
rogation, the acensed ad-
mitted to committing the
crime to fund their extrav-
agant lifestyle,

emptied, he advised
adding a spoonful of
petrol or kerosene to pre-
vent mosquito breeding.

Additionally, he
stressed the importance
of preventing water aceu-
mulation in utensils, bot-
tles, flower pots, tires, and
other objects that could
serve as  breeding
grounds,

He also instructed that

er cuts are on the rise,
said.

"Howisitthat in 10 years
there were no outages, but
within amonth of BJP rule.
power cuts are back? This
means only one thing: the
BJP doesn't know how ta
mun the government. They

neither have the intention
nor the capability o serve the.
people of Delhi,” Atishi said.

Sachdeva, in response. as-
serted that an uninterrupted
power supply was not an
"extraondinaryachievement.”

"BJP-ruled cities like
Mumbai, Pune, Ahmedabad,

Yadodara, Bangalore, and
many others already have
uninternupted electricity sup-
ply. Uttar Pradesh, w
until 2017-18 was consid-
ered a state with poor elec-
tricity production and supply,
today shines with good pow-
ersupply. Providing 24-hour
electricityis a government's
duty, not a favour to the
public,” he said.

Healso credited the foun-
dation of Delhi’s stable ¢lec-
tricity supply to the Prest-
dent'’s Rule in 2014, when
then Union Finanee Minister
Arn.Jaitley allocated funds
for power infrastructure in

Delhi.

"The central government
allocated Rs 675 crore for
new power plants and Rs
200 crore for strengthening
power transformers and
wires in Delhi,"” he said.

"1t is regrettable that the
Arvind Kejriwal govern-
ment has only indulged in
carruption under the guise
of electricity supply be-
tween 2015 and 2025," he
alleged

Sachdeva also alleged
that the erstwhile AP gov-
ernment "in collaboration
with private companies, en-
gaged in electricity subsidy
and Power Purchase Agree-
ment (PPA) seam:

The BIP emerged victo-
rious in the February As-
sembly elections, winning
48 out of 70 seats, ending
the AAI's decade-long rule,
‘The party returned to pow-
er in Delhi after 26 years.

Delhi man stages burglary at own
house to repay loans arrested

A

had reported a burgla;
his house in Uttam Naga
was arrested after it was
found that he had staged
the crime to repay his
mounting debts, a police
officer said on Monday.

The accused, identified
as Butta Singh, worked as
an AC technician and
owned a shop in Sewak
Park, he said.

Facing financial losses
and struggling to repay
loans, he allegedly stale
gold jewellery from his
house and reported a fake
burglary, the officer added.

Deputy Commission-
er of Police (Dwarka) Ankit
Singh said, "Butta Singh
had lodged a complaint on
March 21, stating that be-
tween 3 pm and 6 pm,
unidentified people had
stolen a gold necklace set,
a gold mangalsuira, two
gold rings, a gold chain
and Rs 45,000 in cash

A case was registered at
Uttam Nagar police sta-
tion under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharativa
Nyaya Sanhita.

During the probe,
Singh's wife told police
that around the time of
the incident, she had left
home to buy groceries,
while her hushand was out
for work and children in
school. When she returned,
the jewellery was found
missing.

The DCP said investiga-
tors noted that there were
no signs of forced entry,
and only Singh and his
wife had the house keys,

CCTV footage from the
area showed no unknown
persons coming to the

Delhi breathes cleanest air
during Jan-March in 5 years

New Dellii
Delhi recorded an average
air quality index of 231 dur-
ing the January-March pe-
tiod, the lowest for the quar-
ter in five years, the Com-

mission for Air Quality Man-
agemient (CAQM) said on
Monday.

The CAQM, which for-
mulates air pollution control
plans for Delhi i

ICR, said

2025 saw the best air quali-
1y in the last five years.

The average AQI for this
quarter was 231, compared
10250 N 2024; 34011 2023;
241in2022and 278 in 2021,
itsaid.

In 2025, there was not a
single day when the AQI
crossed 400, There were six

—_—
He has asked au-
thorities to ensure
that overhead and
other water tanks
remain covered,
water coolers are
regularly repainted,
their pads replaced,
and cleaned at least
once a week.

Domestic Breeding
Checkers {DBCs) be al-
lowed to inspect water
tanks placed on terraces.

To ensure compliance,
Rumar has directed all in-
stitutions to appoint a
nodal officer responsible
for working with MCD's
public health officials in
implementing mosquito
prevention measures.

He stated that the civic

such days in 2021, one in
2022, three in 2023 and
three in 2024, it said.

During the first quarter of
2025, Delhi had 36 days
with an AQI below 200,
compared to 13such days in
2021, 27 I 2022, 3510 2023
and 41in2024.

Favourable weather con-
ditions, alang with efforts
from various agencies, have
helped improve Delhi's air
quality, the panel said.

institutions against mosquito breeding

bady's public health de-
partment is making re-
lentless efforts to help
people fight mosquito-
borne diseases but warned
that strict action would
be taken against officials
and responsible persons if
there is mosquito breed-
ing within institutional
premises,

The MCD also said that
underthe Delli Municipal
Corporation (Malaria and
Other Mosquito-Borne
Diseases) Bye-laws, 1975,
it is illegal to create con-
ditions. favourable for
mosquito breeding.

Failure to take preven-
tive measures is a pun-
ishable offense. Repeat
violations can lead to legal
notices, fines, and even
police eomplaints under
Section 271 of the Indian
Penal Code (1PC).

building at the said time,
but Singh himself was seen
entering and leaving the
house within nin¢ min-
utes,

His mobile phone
records revealed messages
from a finance company
regarding gold pledges, the
DCP said.

After being confronted
with the evidence, Singh
confessed that he had
stolen the jewellery to elear
overdue loan payments.
He took a loan when he
purchased his shop in

2022 and later took an-
other loan to renovate it.
Additionally,

he had
cuter taxi
but finan-
cial setbacks led him into
deep debt, the officersaid.
have recovere
gold necklace set and
gold ring from his posses-
sion. Other golditems were
found to be mortgaged ata
pawn shop in Uttam Na-
gar.

Delhi Assembly
hosts Viksit Bharat
Youth Parliament

New Defhi

The Delhi Assembly on
Monday hosted the Viksit
Bharat Youth Parliament
to promote lea i
skills, civie parti
and understanding of the
democratic process
among youngsters.

The state-level compe-
tition, organised by the
Union youth aff: and
sports ministry, in collab-
oration with the Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan
and the Delhi Legislative
Assembly, aimed to re-
alise the prime minister's

vision of  bringing
1,00,000 young leaders
into an  politics,

Speaker
said.

Thirty participants se-
lected at the district level
took part in the youth par-
liament.

Sarthak Arora secured
first place in the state-
level competition, fol-
lowed by Lavanya in sec-
ond and Divyanshi Panda
in third.

The winning pattici-
pants will have the op-
portunity to participate
in the national competi-
tion, to be held in Parlia-
ment, according to a state-
ment from the assembly.

"The youth of India are
not only beneficiaries of
development but also the
architects of its future.
This year's youth parlia-
ment has been aligned
with the vision of Devel-
oped India @ 2047 to pre-
pare a new generation of
dynamie, solution-orient-
ed and policy-aware
young leaders,” Gupta
said,

jender Gupta

Minor siblings killed
as fire breaks out in
house due

to LPG leakage

New Delhi

Two minor siblings were
killed in a fire that broke
oiit due to gas leakage from
an LPG cylinder at their
home in west Delhi's
Manchar Park, the Delhi
Fire Services (DFS) said
on Monday.

The incident oceurred
around 8:20 pm on Sunday

Manohar Park.
Two fire tenders were
rushed to the
team that vis
confirmed that the fire
started from the LPG cylin-
der, a DFS official said.

The children were iden-
tified as Sakshi (14) and
her brother Aakash (7), po-
Tice said.

According to the mother
of the two children, Savita
(34), she was cooking
around 8 pm when some
clothes kept nearby caught
fire. Her two daughters and
son were alsa present inthe
room at the time of the in-
cident, Deputy Comimis-
sioner of Police (West) Vi-
chitra Veer said.

While Savita and her oth-
er daughter Minakshi (11)
got out unharmed, Sakshi
and Aakash got trapped in-
side. Savita raised an alarm
and her landlord’s son and
other tenants rescued the
two children, the DCP said.

Three persons were in-
jured in the fire and they
were rushed to Acharya
Bhikshu Hospital by the
PCR team. The siblings,
‘who sustained 100 per cent
burns, were declared dead
by doctors, Vecer said.

Another person, Sandeep
Pathak, sustained 5 per
cent burns and is undergo-
ing treatment, he said.

The father of the two
children, Lal Bahadur (40),
works as a private security
guard in the Ashoka Park
Main area and wason duty
at the time of the incident,
the DCP said.

A team from Punjabi
Bagh police station also
reached the spot to inves-
tigate,

PUBLIC NOTICE
My client Usha Yaday W/o-
Subhash and Umesh Yadav
5/0-Subhash Yadav 8/o- 7/18,
Sector- 2, Rajendra Nagar
Distt-Ghariabad has cancelled
the registered general power
of attomey dated 27.07.2022
in relation to property vide Up-
per Ground 1360 sq ft Open
Space Plot No- 7/18/1, GP.A
Satish Kumar S/o Horam Singh
Residerit Fiat C- 6, 25, SHallmar
Garden Extension- 1, Ghazi-
abad which cancellation deed
was entered at serial ne: 5531
book ne. 4, volume no. 1924,
on12.3.25 by Sub Regustrar I,
Ghaziabad GPA. The regis-
tered cancellation derd has
been entered 4t number 170,
Volume No.- 1717 of the con-
cerned subragistrar office,
Ghazabad. The cancellationis
for all intents and purposes,
Ashok Kumar Advocate

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Publicis hereby in-
formed that my client Smt.
Saroj Goel (Aadhar No.
356248485923) W/o Sh.
Kaitash Chand Goe! R/o House
no.45-46, Rame shwar Nagar,
Nerth West Delbi- 110009,
have disowned/debarred his
son namely Sh. Krishan Goel,
Aged 28 years (Aachar No.
588552321702), being most
disobedient parson and de-
Bamred him from all of her
mavable and immovable prop-
ertiesarywhere in India. Any-
body dealing with him shall be
doing at their own risk and re-
sponsibility and my client
shallfwill not be responsible
forthe any act dene by Mr. Kr-
ishan Goel in near future.
PANKAI SWAROOP

Advocate

DELHI HIGH COURT 18/10, GF,
West Patel Nagar New Delhi-
110008
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Solution to water crisis: A confluence of
traditional knowledge and modern technology

he water crisis is
one of the most
serious issues in

today’s world. Increas-
ing population, uncon-
trolled industrialization,
and climate clmn,ge have
severely i

By Dr

Water conservation is a
collective  responsibility.
Water crises can be avoid-
ed by combining tradition-
al knowledge and modern
techniques. Water conser-
vation has a rich history
in India. Our ancestors
had many wa-

availability of water. To
deal with this crisis, we
need a combination of
traditional water con-
servation  techniques
and modern science and
technology. Water con-
servation means man-
aging water resources
wisely so that there is
no shortage of water in
the future. India has
only 4% of the world's
fresh water, but 18% of
its population is facing
a water crisis. To solve
this problem, partici-
pation of government
and communities is
necessary. Schemes like
Jal Shakti Abhiyan and
Neeru-Chettu in Andhra
Pradesh have helped in
increasing the availabil-
ity of water.

Local  communities
can make better use of
water by adopting their

Titional led

ter conservation systems
according to geographical
and climatic conditions,
which are relevant even
today.

E A=)

and new technologi-
cal measures. Hiware
Bazaar model of Ma-
harashtra:  Groundwa-
ter level was increased
in this village using
traditional and mod-
ern techniques. Water
availability  increased
here by rainwater har-
vesting and cleaning of
wells. Johad system of
Rajasthan: Construction
of small ponds (johads)
improved the ground-
water level and reduced
the problem of drought.
Chal-Khal system of
Uttarakhand: These
small reservoirs store
rainwater and help in
groundwater recharge.
Adoption of traditional
methods and new tech-
nologies is necessary
for efficient use of water.
Zabo agricultural system
of Nagaland: This meth-
od collects rainwater
and uses it for farming,
which reduces the im-
pact of drought. Tanks
of Rajasthan are small
water reservoirs built for
rainwater harvesting, in
which modern filtration

technology is also being
added now. Aeri (pond)
system in Tamil Nadu:
This system stores rain-
water and helps in irri-
gation and drinking wa-
ter supply.

For water conserva-
tion, it is important to
maintain a balance be-
tween forests, rivers,
ponds, and soil. Oran
(sacred forest) areas in
Rajasthan protect water
sources and biodiversity,
preventing  desertifica-
tion. Under the water-
fall restoration project
of Meghalaya, forests
and catchment areas
are being revived, there-
by conserving water
sources, The Narmada
Seva Yatra initiative in
Madhya Pradesh aims
to promote water con-
servation and environ-
mental improvement by
planting trees along the
Narmada River. Pani
Panchayats of Mahar-
ashtra and Gram Sabhas
of Jharkhand are ensur-
ing equitable use of wa-
ter resources.

Climate change and

erratic  rainfall  can
increase  water  scar-
city. In such a situa-

tion, traditional water
conservation  svstems
can prove to be helpful.
Drought relief work in

Bundelkhand: ~ Recon-
struction of ponds and
rainwater harvesting is
reducing water prob-
lems in the region. In
Ladakh, artificial gla-
ciers are created in
winter so that water is
available from them in
summer. However, thi:

method is facing chal-
lenges due to rising tem-
peratures. In Gujarat,
drip irrigation and mul-
ti-cropping are adopted
for water conservation
in the Wadi system. Cli-
mate change, industrial
pollution, uneven water
distribution, and ignor-
ing traditional systems
in government schemes
are the major obstacles.

Communities should
be empowered to man-
age water resources
so that they can use
water sustainably.
Pani  Panchayats in
Maharashtra: These
panchayats ensure eq-
uitable distribution of
water to farmers. In
Jharkhand, under the
Gram Sabha Act, vil-
lage assemblies are
managing small reser-
voirs. Pani Panchayat
in Odisha: This scheme
promotes water man-
agement with commu-
nity participation. Cities
are given more water,
leading to shortages in

rural areas. For exam-
ple, water for Chennai
is taken from nearby vil-
lages, causing problems
for farmers. Himalayan
glaciers are melting rap-
idly, reducing the flow
of rivers like the Ganga

increasing the water

Traditional water con-
servation systems are
not given much impor-
tance in government
schemes. Many indus-
tries release wastewater
into rivers and ponds,
contaminating ~ water
sources.

Traditional water
conservation  systems
should be given legal
status. Partnerships
between scientific in-
stitutions, government
agencies, and local
communities should be
strengthened. 1T Ma-
dras is providing tech-
nical assistance for rain-
water harvesting in rural
areas. Participation of
local people should be
increased in water man-
agement plans. Conser-
vation plans should be
made by linking water,
forest, and land togeth-
er. Strategies to reduce
the effects of climate
change should be made
by combining modern
technologies and tradi-

tional knowledge. Urban
water recycling: Systems
should be developed to
reuse wastewater in cit-
ies.

Water  conservation
is not possible only
through ~ government

efforts, but the partici-
pation of communities
is also very important
in this. Water resources
can be efficiently man-
aged by combmmg U‘d-
ditional ¥ 1
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modern technology. Wa-
ter conservation can be
made more effective by
linlﬂ'ng Al-based mon-
itoring systems with
scheme: like Jal Shakti
Abhiyan and MNREGA.
This will help in dealing
with the water crisis and
ensure water security for
the future. Water con-
servation can be made
effective by ~adopting

—
N o= W

legal recognition, scien-
tific D ion, local
participation, water re-
cycling, and climate ad-
aptation measures.

To tackle the water
crisis, we need to strike
a balance between the
learnings of the past and
the technologies of the
future. Traditional water
conservation  systems
give us knowledge of
sustainability and local
adaptation, while mod-
ern technologies can
help in efficient manage-
ment of water resources.
If we work by combining
both, a sustainable solu-
tion to the water crisis
can be achieved.

“Drop by drop the pot
fills"—even” a small ef-
fort towards water con-
servation can bring a big
change in the future.

Aot theAuthor

(Dr. Satyawan
Saurabh, Poet,
freelance journalist and
oolumnist, radio and
TV panelist)

By Priyanka Saurabh

While the government
increased the dearness
allowance (DA) of gov-
ernment employees by
only 2%, it increased the
allowances and salaries of
MPs by 24%. This contra-
diction is creating resent-
ment among employees
and the public. A 2% DA
hike for employees is like
a drop in the ocean. MPs
already get many facili-
ties, yet there is a big hike

Employees crushed by inflation, MPs bathing

in relief:

he impact of infla-

tion is increasing

continuously  in
the country. The prices
of vegetables are sky-
rocketing, the prices of
petrol and diesel are
making the pocket light-
er, and the common
man is thinking, “When
the next salary comes,
which expenses will I
have to postpone?” But
in the meantime, the
government  released
two different relief pack-
ages for two different
sections — Dearness
Allowance (DA) was in-
creased by only 2% for
government employees.
Allowances and salaries
of MPs were increased
by 24%.

’I‘hat is, one class is
getting a drop in the
ocean while the other
is getting a feast! This
contradiction is creating
deep resentment among
employees and the pub-
lic. The question arises:
why does inflation seem

in salary. The
cites “budget shortage”
when it comes to provid-
ing relief to the general
public, but the treasury is
open for MPs.

to have i d only
for MPs? This decision
has clearly been taken
to serve the interests of
the ruling party, while
the general public an
employees have been
deprived of their rights.
This issue is also in the
headlines in the media.
Headlines like “Discrim-
ination of 2% vs 24%"
are being seen in ma-
jor news channels and
newspapers. Experts are
calling it an anti-people
policy of the govern-
ment.

Only 2% for govern-
ment employees—is this
a joke?

The purpose of Dear-
ness Allowance (DA)
is to provide relief to
employees from rising
inflation. But when the
retail inflation rate has
crossed 6-7%, how will
a mere 2% DA increase
provide relief to employ-
ees? This is just like giv-
ing a biscuit to a hungry
person and saying, “This
is enough!™

The anger of the asso-
ciations and unions of
government employees
is justified. They were
demanding a fair salary
hike and a reasonable
increase in dearness al-
lowance for a long time,
but the government con-
sidered it an avoidable
expenditure and made
a nominal increase. Now
some big questions have
en before the em-
pln ee organisations —
Has inflation increased
only for MPs? When the
DA of employees has to
be increased, why does
the treasury look emp-
ty? Has the contribution
of common employees
reduced for the govern-
ment?

24% relief to MPs —
from whose money?

Now take a look at the
situation of MPs. MPs
already get many al-
lowances and facilities
~ Free air and rail travel

Government bungalows
and offices Staff facilities
and security arrange-
ments Separate medical
and pension benefit:
despite so many facili-
ties, they were given a
24% hike in salary and
allowances. This uni-
lateral decision points
towards injustice to the
public and employees.
The question arises that
when there is talk of im-
proving the country’s
economy, then what is
the justification for such
a huge increase in the
salary of MPs?

The public and the
employees said, This is
injustice!

There is tremendous
anger among govern-
ment employees and
the general public re-
garding this decision.
Social media is flooded
with memes and posts
criticising the govern-
ment. On Twitter and
Facebook, people are
saying, Inflation has
increased for everyone,
but in the eyes of the
government, only MPs
need relief!” An employ-
ee said: “Come on, now
inflation has also been
divided into VIPs and
common people!” An-
other tweet: “If MPs can
get a 24% hike, then the
same formula should be

E‘hed to employees as

This is not just
an issue of salary hikes,
but it is time to ques-
tion the priorities of the

Mathematics of 2% vs 24%/!

government. Whenever
it comes to giving relief
to the general public,
the government treas-
ury is said to be empty,
but when it comes to
increasing the facilities
of the MPs themselves,
there is no concern
about the budget!

Does this happen in
other countries as well?

If we talk about other
countries, then in devel-
oped democracies there
are strict rules on the
salary hike of MPs, and
it is usually increased
in line with the infla-
tion rate. In countries
like America, Britain,
and Canada, the sala-
ry of MPs is decided by
the Pay Commission
and mdependem eco-
nomic institutions, and
not directly by the gov-
ernment. In India, MPs
have the power to deter-
mine their own salaries
and allowances, which
creates this imbalance.
This is the reason why
this issue repeatedly
causes public outrage.

Now what?

The government em-
ployee union is prepar-
ing to protest on this
issue. Efforts are being
made to put pressure on
the Pay Commission and
policymakers so that the
DA hike is made in line
with the inflation rate.
But the big question is
whether the government

will take any concrete
steps to remove this in-
equality or if this issue
will be suppressed in a
few days? This decision
has made it clear that
the leaders have the first
right to the hard-earned
money of the public.
hy are such double
standards being adopted
with the employees and
the public? What do you
think—is this decision
justified, or a joke on
the employees? All eves
are also on the govern-
ment's reaction. From
a political point of view,
this issue can increase
public discontent, which
will give the opposition
an opportunity to attack
the government. If the
government tries to jus-
tify this decision, it can
create more resentment
among employees
and the middle class.

About the Author

(Privanka Saurabh,
Research Scholar in
Palitical Science)

THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

THE LAST ACHIEVEMENT

Our last achievement
should be an everlasting
achievement. There are
tons of things that we
want to achieve, there
are tons of things that we
want to retrieve, there
are tons of things that
we want to archive, there
are tons of things that we
want to verbalize, there
are tons of things that
we want to summarize,
but what is that ultimate
that you ultimately want
to gain, what is that ulti-
mate that you ultimately
want to lose, what is that
ultimate that you ulti-
mately want little, what
is that ultimate that you
ultimately want huge. Re-
member ! not everything
you want matters and
not everything that mat-
ters you would want, not
everything that will bring
best in you, you bring and
not everything that will
slowly drown vou away,
you sink. The quality of
your life defined by tons
of actions that you never
regret taking, the thou-
sands of people you never
regret meeting, the set of
superlative leaders you
never regret greeting.
The quality of your
life is defined by your
loved ones who
never unloved you,

your best friends who
never abandoned you,
the worst enemies who
never forsaken you, old
parents who never cursed
vou, the most bosses
who never forgotten you,
competitive competitors
who never underrated
you, your inspirations
who never overrated you,
your soulmates who nev-
er cheated you, your cra-
zy fans who never hated
you, your teachers who
were never ashamed of
you, your followers who
never doubted you, your
dreams that never haunt-
ed and most importantly
your God who never left
your side.

Your last achievement
must get the best award.
Your last achievement
is not what you achieve
in the end of your life
but the achievement af-
ter which you don't even
long for this life. Your last
achievement is your first
submission of your next
life and the first resigna-
tion of this life.

Moral: What  you
achieve and what you
leave shouldn’t come

by chance, but by
your choice.
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Modi govtuphfted India's health infrastructure: Shah

nion Home Min-
i it Shah

on Monday said

that the Naten-
dra Modi government. over
the past deende, has uplifted
Tndia’s health infrastnicture
by taking a halistic approach
toimproving the health sec-
tor aeross the entive country.

Shah stated that health
infrastracture has been im-
proved from the primary to
the tertiary level. He was
addressing a gathering after
unyeiling a stittue of Ma-
haraja Agrasen at the Ma-
haraja Agrasen Medical Col-
lege campus in Agroha here,
On the occasion, he also in-
augurated the newly built
ICU and laid the foundas-
tion stone for the postgrad-
uate hostel.

Shih highlighted several
initiatives of the Modi gov-
ernment taken in various
fields. He mentioned that
25 crore people have been
lifted out of poverty during
the Modi government’s
tenure. Four crore houses
have been built for the poor,
providing shelter to 20 erove
people, Shah said,

Healso touched upon the
central government’s pro-
vision of free food grains o
over 81 crore beneficiaries
under the Pradhian Mantri

Lr;:lnh Kalvan Anna Yo;:m:l_
the provision of toilets to
every household under the
Swachh Bharat Mission,
evoking gas connections to
the poor, and the provision
of tap water to over 15 crore
Touseholds, alongwith mk-
ing treatment worth up to Rs
5 lakh available for 60 crore
people.

Until 2014, 12 crore fam=
ilies in this country did not
have toilets. Imagine the
plight of girls in families
without toilets, Shab said

He also highlighted the
progress nde in medieal in-
frastructure, stating, “In
2013-14,

the Government of

India's budget for the health
sectar wis Rs 37,000 crore,
and in 2025-26, it will be Rs
1.37 lakh crore.”

When Narendrm Modi be-
came PM, there were seven
AUIMS in the country, six of
which were set up during the
Atiil Bihari ‘Vajpayee gov-
ernment’s time, and only
one was set up during the
Congress regime. Today, in
2024, there are 23 AIIMS,
reflecting theimprovement
in the country's health in-
frastructure, he said.

Healso mentioned that
the number of medical col-
leges has increased from 387
to 766, and the namber of

UCC will prevent crimes like Shraddha
Walkar murder Uttarakhand CM

Bareilly (UP).
Uttarakhand Chiel
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami
on Monday said imple-
mentation of the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) would
prevent crimes like the
Shraddha Walkar murder
case in Delhi,

He said a provision of
the law manda isclo-
sure of live-in relation-
ships to families

In May 2022, 25-year-
old Shraddha Walkar was
dllegedly mitrdered by her
live-in partner Aftab, who
sawed her body into
pieces and stored it in a
refrigerator for almost
three weeks, hefare dis-
posing of them over sev-
eral days.

Speaking at an event at
Invertis University in Gt-
tar Pradesh's Bareilly,
where he was [elicitated
for implementing the UCC
in Uttarakhand, Dhami
dedicated the honour to
the people of the state.

Holding up a ceremoni-
al mace presented to him,
he said the law is a signif-
icant step towards em-
powering women and pro-
tecting the rights of chil-
dren born out of live-in re-
lationships.

Targeting opposition
parties, the chief minister
accused them of using
peaple only for votes.

Claiming that many
Muslim women expressed
gratitude to the BJP gov-
ernment after impl

He said the UCC's im-
pact would not re-
main confined to
Uttarakhand but grad-
ually extend across
the country. Compar-
ing it to river Ganga
originating from Gan-
gotri and nourishing
‘the entire country, he
expressed confidence
that the UCC would
soon be implemented
nationwide.
dent Akhilesh Yadav, say-
ing that during the
tenures of Yadav and his
father Mulayam Singh,
the Ram temple conld not
be built and karsevaks
were fired upon.

He hasised the

tation of the UCC, he re-
iterated his commitment
to making Uttarakhand a
model state and assured
the effective enforcement
of the new lnw.

He said the UCC’s im-
pact would not remain
confined to Uttarakhand
but gradually extend
across the country. Com-
paring it to river Ganga
originating from Gangotri
and nourishing the entire
country, he expressed
confidence that the UCC
would soon be imple-
mented nationwide,

Clarifving that the UCC
is not against any religion
ar community, he said the
law would resolve inheri-
tance disputes and con-
tribute to women's em-
powerment.

Speaking to media,
Dhami credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership for the imple-
mentation of the UCC in
Uttarakhand.

He also took a jibe:at
Samajwadi Party presi-

principle of 'One Nation,
One Law’ and said the
UCC aligns with India's
constitutional framework
and the development tra-
j qoned under
Primse Mimister Modi.

Dhami highlighted that
several long-awaited re-
forms, such as the abro-
gation of Article 370, the
construction of Ram tem-
ple, enactment of the Cit-
izenship Amendment Act
and the triple talag ban,
have materialised after
2014,

On roadmap for the
UCC, Dhami reealled that

farm code for all resi
dents, irrespective of
gion or caste.

Asked sbout being re-
ferred to as a "Hindu Hri-
day Samrat’ (Emperor of
Iu Hearts), Dhami de-
seribed himself as a sim-
ple party worker focused
on fulfilling his responsi-
bilities,

Coming from a military
family, he said he had wit-
nessed various challenges
in life und believed in
working for results rather
than titles.

Addressing concerns of
the critics of UCC, he said
those rejécting the Con-
stitution’s provisions and
governanee structures
were "anti-system and
anti-Constitution ele-
ments” who did not re-
spect Dr BR Ambedkar's
m. He reaffirmed the
commitment to the
prineiple of "Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vish-
was and Sabka Prayas’.

On the exclusion of trib-
al communities and in-
clusion of Muslims in the
UCC, Dhami sitid the Con-
stitution provides special
provisions for tribals due
to their unique customs
and way of life.

e said Uttarakhand's
UCC was formulated after
consulting with over 2.36
lakh people, engaging
with all political parties,
religious organisations
and various communities,

MBEBS seats has nisen from
51,000 to 1.5 lakh, He
added that 85,000 more
seats will be added in the

nextfive years.
There were 31,000 PG
seats, which have now in-
00, he said.

proportion to the increase in
MBES seats, headded.

There are 766 hospitals in
750 districts in the otintry,
he mentioned. “1t is the re-
solve of every BIP-ruled
state that there will be at
least one hospital in each dis-
trict,” he stated.

“1 am confident that in
the next five years, there

will be no district in the
country without a medical
collegeand hospital offering
free medieal treatment.” he
said.

Haryaini was infamous for
corruption in government
jobs, he said, referring to
the previons Congress
regunes

Dhie to easteism, one gov-
ernment would come and
peaple from one region
would get jobs, and when an-
other govemment came, jobs
would be given to people
from a different region, he
said

“Nobody would get a joh
withiout a bribe,” he assert-
ed, emphasizing the corrup-
tionin jobs during previous
governments.

Both 'Kharchi' (bribe) and
‘Parchi® (favouritism) were
needed for'a job, he said.

Shah said that without
‘Kharchi and Parchi’, the
BIP government provided
government jobs and proved
that in demacracy, politics
should not be done on the
basis of caste,

In 10 vears, sportspersons
from Haryani won three
times as many s, he
said, Despite In!ing a small
state, Haryana is the biggest
producer of Basmuii rice,
headded. In the army, every
1oth person hails from
Harvany, he noted.

After Shahmentioned that
14 ¢rops are bought at MSP
Hary; and, Chief Minister

s:mng 24 crops are bought at
MISP. “Sainiji is very knowl-
edgeable. Farlier, there were
14 crops, and let's applaud
Saini ji' for increasing the
numiber of erops to 24, he
saicl. also touching on several
other initiatives of the BJP
government in the state over
the past 10 years.

"Whet you see Saini ji, he
will appear calm (shaant),
cheorful (hasmukh), and at
the same time, he is also a
tough (kathor) adrministra-
tor. He holds full authority
over theadministration,” he
said.

Speaking about his meet-
ing with Saini at his home
before the Haryana assembly
elections last year, Shah said
that some decisions were
made during the mesting, T
told Saini ji, it is difficult to
do this in two or three
months. He replied, ‘Ttwill
be done. you do networry,”™
Shah shared. Before the an-
nouncement of the assembly
elections, all the proposed
warks were carried out by
Saini, he noted.

“When a person from the
public takes the reins of a
state, the kind of change
that takes place is best ex-
emplified by our Nayab Sai-

ni. Therefore, whatever
problem arises, he weleomes
it and resolves it,” he said.

Haryana Chief Min:
Nayab Singh Saini, state BIP
Chief Mohan Lal Badoli,
state Health Minister Arti
Singh Rao, Minister Ranbir
Singh Gangwa, BJP MP
fromy Kurukshetra Naveen
Jindal. Chairperson Emeri-
tus of the Jindal Gronp, In-
dependint MLA fram Hisar
Savitri Jindal, former Rajya
Sabha MP D.P. Vats, and
others were present on the
occasion.

Eardier in his spéech, Shah
lawded Haryana's contribu-
tions in several fields, despite
being a small state geo-
graphically.

He-also extended greet-
ingsto the people on the oc-
casion of the birth anniver-
sary of Sikh Guru Guru An-
gad. The Sikh Gurus have
made unparallded sacrifices
for humanity and the coun-
try, he said.

He mentioned Maharaja
Agrasen, saying he estah-
lished many principles far
good governance and that
people were prosperous dur-
g his rule. He alse praised
the Agarwal community,
many of whom are entre-
preneus, and said that every
person is dedicated to the
country, eontributing to-
wards its development.

Himachal govt's liquor revenue claims
exposed once agam says ]alram Thakur

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi

The Sukhu government’s
cliims reganding incredsed
revenue from the Excise
Department continue to be
challenged, as liguor eon-
tract auctions fail toattract
bidders for the third con-
secutive year. The lack of in-
terest in several units acmss
the state has raised con-
verns about flaws in the
govermment's policies, with
speculation about poten-
tial irregularities in the
proeess.

Leader of Opposition
Jairam Thakur eriticized
the government, stating
that last year, the state mis-
led the peopleof Himachal
Pratdest with fulse cluims of
a 40 peércent revente -
crease from the new liquor
policy, He recalled that
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu had assured
the Legislative Assembly
that the revised liquor pol-
icy would generate signifi-

Govt creating
obstacles in people
celebrating Eid
freely: Akhilesh

Luckinow

Samajwadi Party presi-
dent .\ldnlesl\ Yadav on
Monday alleged the BIP-
led government was cre-
ating obstacles in people
celebrating Eid freely.and
accused the ruling party of
flouting the Constitution
and undecmining demog-
racy.
“The biggest threal to-
dity is to democracy and
the Constitution,” Yadav
told reporters autside
Aishbagh Eidgah on the
day of Eid. "And T am say-
ing this with full respon-
sibility', even though 1
shouldn't have to, “that
the BIP is not running the
country as per the Consti-
tution.”

Yadav alleged the BJP
government was creating
ohstacles in people cele-
brating Eid fred

the BJP had d its
implementation in Ut-
tarakhand during the
2022 assembly elections.
Breaking a longstanding
trend of alternating gov-
ernments, people re-elect-
ed BJP in the slate, en-
abling the fulfilment of
this pledge.

"We do what we prom-
ise," he remarked, declar-
ing Uttarakhand as the
first state to enaet the uni-

Tuding tribal represen-
tatives.

Acknowledging that le-
gal provisions evolve over
time, he pointed out that
the Modi government has
already simplified nu-
merous laws and repealed

‘The event attended
by Bareilly Mayor Umesh
Gautam and Invertis Uni-
versity Chancellor Parth
Gautam.

painted to s
curity measures at Fidgahs
and mosques, claiming
they were excessive and
unnecessary.

"You all have been cov-
ering Eid for years, but
have you ever seen such
large-scale barricading b
fore?" he asked. He also
claimed that police delib-
erately stopped hisconvoy
for half an hour without
any valid reason,

cant excise revenue. How-
ever, the ground reality tells
a different story.

“No matter how many
lies the Clief Minister and
his government tell, the
truth eventually comes out.
‘The new liguor policy has
I toincrease the state's
revenue, 1t 1s unethical for
the Chief Minister to mis-
lead the public with false
claims,” snid Thalaur.

Accusing the government

of being nfluenced by the
liquor mafi4, Thakur high-

hg]\lm:l that despite the eco-
nomic challenges during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the previous government
managed to maintain rev-
enue levels. Meanwhile, of-
ficial dita suggests that ex-
cise revenue saw only a five
pereent increase in the last
finaneial year's three quar-
ters—far from the prom-
ised 40 percent.

The opposition leader
further alleged that due to
the government's rigid
stance, revenue callection
targets from liquor contract
auctions remain  un-
achieved. Even on the final
auetion day, several umts
remained unsold, forcing
authorities to sell at the e
serve price in many loca-
tions. Reports indicate that
multiple units in various
districts failed to attract
bidders, while some re-
ceived offers below the re-
serve price, resulting in sig-
nificant revene losses for
the government.

Accarding to Thakur, the
government extended the
auction process even on
holidays in districts like
Shimla, Kangra, and Man-
di in an attempt to salvage
the situation. He urged the
administration to acknowl-
edge the truth and stop
misleading the public with
exaggerated elaims about
liquor revenue growth.

JEE aspirant
jumps before
train in Kota 10th
suicide this year

Kota

An 18-year-old engineer-
ing aspirant, who was to
appear for the JEE-Main
on April 2, allegedly com-
mitted suicide by jumping
in front of a moving train
in Kota, police said on
Monday.

This is the tenth case of
suspected suicide by a
coaching student in Kota
sinee January.

Kanpur native Ufjawal
Mishra was supposed to
leave for Lucknow where
he was allotted a centre to
sit for the engineering en-
trance exam, Deputy Su-
perintendent of Palice
(GRP-Kota) Shankar Lal,

His father, Deepak Ku-
mar Mishra, was to reach
Kot on Monday 1o take
him and his belongings
back to UP, the police
said.

Ujjawal had  been
preparing for JEE at a
coaching institute here
and lived in a hostel in Ra-
jiv Gandhi Nagar area,
they said.

On Sunday, the boy left
his hostel mom around
6.30 pm and reached Kota
Railway Station, the DSP
said.

According to the train
pilot, when the boy saw
the train approaching, he
laid down on the tracks
and got run over around 7

.

The pilot, who immes
ately informed the Gov-
ernment Railway Police
abaut the incident, said he
was unable to stop the
train on time due to high
spes

No suicide note was re-
covered from the boy's
possession.

Ufjawal was an average
student. He never shared
that he was in trouble nor
did he exhibit any sign of
distress, said the grief-
stricken father outside the
mortuary after claiming
his son’s body.

The DSP said on Sin-
day evening Ujjawal re-
portedly spoke to his
classmate, who lives ina
hostel opposite to his, and
shared that he was not
well prepared to crack the

am.
‘s father, an agri-
vl scicntist, said that
his son had been taking
coaching for JEE-Mains
and Advance at a coaching
institute in Kota for the
past two years.

Kejriwal & Mann's vow to uproot drugs
and drug trafflckers from Pun]ab

Komal Ramola
~ Chandigarth
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Punjab President and Cabi-
net Minister Aman Arorn
has highlighted the signifi-
cant suceess of the Punjab
ROV u-nmﬂ\r‘a anti-drug cam-

lcalmg drug trafficking and
abuse from the state, has re-
ceived widespread public
support.

Addressing @ press con-
ference at the party office in
Chandigarh on Monday,
Aman Arora, accompanied
by AAP leaders Dr. Sunny
Ahluwalin and  Gurdev
Laldna, provided an update
on the ongoing police crack-
dowsi. He stated that the
campaign has led to major
breakthroughs, with lawen-
forcement agencies making
significant progress in curb-
ing drug-related activities.

Acconding to Arorn, the
Punjib Police have seized
approximately 2.400 kg of
uarouru substances, includ-

I'IlﬂhL‘l'ﬂ(IIL over
850,000 drug pills have been
confiscated, along with 35,87
crore in cash linked to drug
trafficking. In a stringent
move againgt illegal activities,
authorities have demalished
51 properties owned by drug
traffickers, which were re-
portedly built using illicit
fiinds. In addition, 52 drug
smugglers have been injured
in police encounters during

f hero-
m, upmm and ganja. Addi-
tionally, 2,721 cases have
boen registered under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, leading to the
arrest of 4,502 drug smug-
glers.

o

BJP governments, aceusing
them of enabling drug net-
works by providing protec-
ton to traffickers, which ex-
acerbuted the state's drug
erisis,

He furiher stated that the
Punjab Police’s stringent ac-
tions have led to drug trafl-
fickers flecing the state, with
many locking up their
homes. Several traffickers
have been artested, while
uthcrs have heen mjured in

Arora 1 that AAP
National Convenor Arvind
Kejriwal and Punjab Chicf
Minister Bhagwant Mann
are tesolute in their mission
to eradicate drug networks
from Punjab. He criticized
previous Congress and Akali-

He noted
thal Goss Border: drug smug-
gling from Pakistan has de-

dined significantly as a result
of the dovn, disrupting

In addition to Enfurr&
ment measures, the Punjib
Health Department is ac~
tively working to reduice drisg,
demand, Government and
private hospitals, along with
de-addiction centers, are pro-
viding treatment and coun-
seling to drug-dependent in-
dividuals These efforts have
contributed to a noticeable
decline in drug consump-
tion aeross the state,

The Punjab government
remains committed to its
"War Against Drugs' initia-
tive, with an intensified focus
on law enforcement, reha-
Dbilitati ar i

the supply chain and making
it difficult for traffickers to
aperate.

support to climinate dm-g,
abuse and trafficking from
the state,
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Getting three CSK

wickets during

their powerplay
was game changing:
RCB captain Patidar

Rajgir to host Asia Cup 2025 as Hockey India Teenager Mensik hands

signs MoU with Bihar State Sports Authority Prs?\}[(&‘r’:ﬁ S()*;Oﬁf?g?at

toriecity in Bi-
is all set to host the
Asia Cup Rajgir, Bihar 2025,
ollowing the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between Hockey India and
the Bihar State Sports Authority on
Monday.

The tournament will take place
from August 29 to September 7 at the
recently developed Rajgir Hockey
Stadium, marking a significant mile-
stonein India's sports infrastructure

and Bihar's emergence as a global
sporting hub. This will be the second
international sporting event hosted by
Rajgir, following the suc

rssful
T'rophy in
India

Women's Asian Champions
November 2024, where
emerged victarious.

The 12th edition of the continental
tournament will witness the partici-
pation of eight teams, including India,
Pakistan, Japan, Korea, China, and
Malaysia. The remaining two teams
will secure their spots through the
qualifying tournament, the AHF Cup.

South Koren stands as the most sue-
cessful team in the history of the
Men's Asia Cup with five titles (1994,
1999, 2009, 2013, and 2022, followed
closely by india (2003, 2007, and
2017) and Pakistan (1982, 1985, and
1989, who have each won the tour-
nament thrée times,

Asia Cup Rajgir, Bihar 2025 holds
even greater significance as it will
serve as o qualifying event for the
2026 FIH Men's Hockey World Cup,
set to be hosted by Belgium and the

Sachin, Vishal Blaze
Ahead; Lakshya
Readies for
Olympian Duel

Foz do Iguacu

The Indian men's contingent at the
much-anticipated World Boxing Cup
2025 to be played in Brazil from
March 31 to April 5 will be eying for
medal-winning performances after
they were handed a mixed draw
with two boxers getting a divect en-
try in the semi-finals and few more
needing just a win to reach the last
four.

The first leg of the World Boxing
Cup, officially known as the "World
Boxing Cup: Brazil 2025-Foz do
Tguacen," will see over 130 boxers
from 19 countries compete for
medals dnd ranking points. The next
two legs will be held in Kazakhstan
and Tndia, and the highest-ranked
boxers will then qualify for the sea-
son-ending Warld Boxing Cop finals.

The World Boxing Cup 2025 series
is being organised by World Boxing,
which was officially recognised by the
International Olympic Committee
in February this year, thereby pamn;,
the way for the sport's inchusion in
the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

The 10 men Indian contingent
boasts of nine reigning national
champions, including 2022 Asian
Games bronze medallist Narender
and will be hoping to bring home at
least half a dozen medals, including
acouple of golds.

Lakshya Chaharwill be theonly In-
dian boxet in the 8o kg category on
the opening day of competition. He
will have his task cut out as he takes
on Paris Olympian and former world
championships silver medallist,
Wanderley Pereira of Brazil, in the
opening round.

Among the other Indians in fray,
Sachin (6okg) and Vishal (gokg)
have a bye in the opening round and
will direct take the ring in the semi-
finals while Jadiman Singh NMan-
dengbam (50kg) will need to beat last
year's World Boxing Cup finals silver
maedallist Ellis Trowbndge of Great
Britain to book a spot in the semifi-
nals,

Nikhil Dubey (75kg) could make it
to the semifinals with a win over lo-
cal hope Kaue Belini, while Narender
will fce off against Kazak's Daniyal
Saparbay in the quarterfinals.

Among the other Indian boxers in
the fray, Manish Kumar (55kg), Ab-
hinay Jamwal (65kg), and Hitesh
(70kg) have also received hyes in the
opening tound. Manish is likely to
fuce off against Paris Olympian
Yusuif Chothia of Australia or USA
debutant Orlando Zamora in the
second round, while Jamwal will
meet Denis Bril of Germany.,

Hodke

Netherlands, The winner of the tour-
nament will earn a coveted spot in the
Waorld Cup, adding to the intensity of
competition as the teams strive to lift
the trophy and secure their qualifi-
cation.

Speaking on Rajgir hosting the
prestigious event, B Rajendra, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Department of
Sports, Biliar, said, "The signing of the
Mol between Hockey India and the
Bihar State Sports Authority marks a
significant step in Bihar's journey
towards becoming a premier sporting
destination. Hosting the Hero Asia
Cup 2025 in Rajgir is a proud moment
for our state, and we are (ul]v com-
mitted to ensuring the s
eution of the toumnament. The newly
developed Rajgir Hockey Stadium
stands as o testament to Bihar's grow-

7 Indic and Bihar State Sports Auths

n
Pa'2h

ing Sports infrastructice, uml we look
forward to welcaming top teams from
across Asia. This event will not only
elevate Bihar's stature in interna-
tienal sports but also inspire 4 new
generation of hockey players in the re-
gion. T thank Hockey Tndia and the
Asian Hockey Federation for their
support, and we are excited to deliv-
era world-class tournament.”
Mennwhile, speaking on the de-
velopment, Dato Funyio Ogura, Pres-
ident of the Asian Hockey Federation
said, "The Hern Asia Cup Rajgir, Bi-
har 2025 marks another remarkable
chapterin Asian hockey. India has al-
ways been a key pillar in the devel-
oprent of hockey in our continent,
and the choice of Rajgir as the host
city reflects the growing commit-
ment to expanding the sport beyond

traditional hubs. The new infra-
struety nd passionate hockey cul-
ture'in Bihar will ensure a fantastic
tournament. With World Cup quali-
fication at stake, this will be a thrilling
event, and we at AHF are excited to
witness high-quality hockey. 1 ex-
tend my gratitude (o Hockey Indin
and the Bihar government for their
dedication to making this event a
grand suceess,"

Hockey India President Dilip
Tirkey also shared s thoughts and
commented, "Rajgir's hosting of the
Hern Asia Cup Raj;
marks another sll,mﬂuml step for-
ward for Indian hockey. The stadium
is of international standards, and 1
am confident it will provide an ex-
citing atmosphere for players and
spectators alike, With the Asia Cup
serving as a gualifier for the 2026
World Cup, we anticipate high-gual-
ity matches filled with passion and
skill. I thank the Government of Bi-
har for their continued support in
promoting hockey in the region.”

Hockey India Secretary General
Bhola Nath Singh added, "We are
thrilled to bring the Asia Cup to Ra-
Juir, Bil The tournament will not
only showease the best of Asian hock-
ey but also provide a major boost to
the sport in India and the region. The
excitement and enthusiasm around
hockey in Bihar aré growing, and
this international event will inspire
many young players. We look forward
1o a suceessiul tournament and thank
the local authorities for their im-
mense support.”

Guardiola hopes Bournemouth redemption
will help City rediscover lost heart and soul

After a loss at Bournemouth began
Manchester City's riun of poar form this
season, City manager Pep Guardiala
hopes Sunday’s 2-1 comeback win
against the same opponent will help his
team rediscover the “soul” that they
have lacked in recent months.

Second-half goals from Erling Haa-
land and Omar Marmoush hefped City
reach the FA Cup semi-finals for a
record seventh time in a rowand make
amends for the 2-1 Prenier League loss
they suffered at Bournemouth in No-
vember.

The loss, which ended City’s 32-

“We
lost

Ikecl a lot about the game we

game unbeaten run in th
wasthe firstof four straight league de-
feats for the defending champions.

City won only ane nﬁhclr next eight
games in the competition, suffering a
massive setback in their hopes to cap-
ture a fifth league title inarow.

deservedly  here  against
o h. That westart-
ed te goinour down-road this season,”
Guardiola told reporters on Sunday.
“This season we have played more
games like the one against
Bournemouth, which is why we have
not deserved more. The most important

thing today was that the players have
learneid the lesson,

“Itold them we cannot seeept & per-
formance like the one here in the league
when peeple have travelled down for
five bours. What we missed this season
was heart, soul; the desire from how
we'td done it for many, many vears.”

Guardiola said C

“meredible nustakes” since the loss 1t
h, as they were elimi

from the Champions League in Febru-

ary after back-to-back losses to Real

Madrid,

City fifth in the Premier Leagne
with only one win in the last four
league matches, and suffered their first
loss to Nottingham Forest since 2009
m ai-0away defeat carlier this month.

"As 4 team we didn't have heart.
That's the most important thing we have
torecover at the end of the season and
in the future.

Nineteen-year-old Czech Jakub Men-
sik beat his childhood idol Nevak
Djokovie 7-6(4) 7-6(4) in an upset for
the ages on Sunday, claiming s first
ATP+itle at the Miami Open as hede-
nied the former number one s bid for
a milestone 100th.

The s4th-ranked Mensik faced
tough odds in only his second ATP fi-
nal but harnessed his best weapon to
subdue the 24-time major winner
with 14 aces and collapsed onto the
court, overcome with emotion, after
sealing it with an unreturnable serve.

The oldest ever to reach a Masters
1000 final, 37-vear-old Djokovic had
hoped te join Jimmy Connors (109)
and Reger Federer (104) as the only
thiree men inthe Open Era with 100 or
more titles but ran out of steam in the
end.

“When I was voung T starled to
pliay tenmis because of you,” Mensik
said to his spponent at the trophycer-
emony. “There is no harder task fora
tennis plaver than to beat vou tn the fi-
nals of o tourmament.”

Djokavic arrived on the conrt nfter
several hours of rain delays with
swelling near his right eve and ap-
peared off-kilter as he handid Mensik
a break with a clumsy shot out of
bounds inthe second game.

He slipped and fellin the fifth game,
taking his time to get back up off the
court as his legions of devoted fans in
Hard Roek Stadium urged him on, and
applied eye drops to his afflicted eye
during the changeover.

The Serb levelled it in the séventh
but boiled over with frustration as
Mensik got off toa 5-0 head start in the
tiebreak, fuming at his box, whene his

former rival-turned-coach Andy Mur-
ray sat stone-faced.

The Czech held his nerve, mean-
while, and pumped his fist with satis-
fuetion as he clinched the set with an
overhead smash,

SECOND SET

The two players battled toe-to-toe in
a thrilling second set. where Mensik
used his speed to his advantage to neu-
tralise Djokovic's fime diop shats at the
net.

Djokovic had his veteran survival in-
stincts on display ashe fended off two
break points in the fifth game but grad-
ually showed the wear-and-tear of
the match before collapsing from ex-
haustien after a 21-shot rally in the
tiehreak.

“Tthurts me toadmit it but you were
better,” said Djokovic, who had pre-
vipusly invited Mensik to train with
himaRter {hiethen-16-vear-old reached
the Australian Open juniors final in
2022,

“In the clutch moments, you deliv-
ered the goods.™

The win capped @ dream run
through the tournament for Mensik,
who upset third seed Taylor Fritz en
rourte to the final.

“To be honest, [don't know what to
It feels incredible, abviously,” he
in on-court remarks,

The vietory was made all the more
sweel as Mensik said he nearly
dropped out of the tournament an
hour before his first match due to knee
painand gave his physio full eredit for
keeping his hopes alive.

“I came for treatmi
miraele,” said Mensik. “And because
of him T stepped on the court and be-
cause of him I'm standing here.”

. needed a

CISF "Great Indian Coastal Cyclothon" Concludes at Kanyakumari

_Kanyakumari
The Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) proudly announced the su-
cessful completion of its Mega Event,
"T'he Great Indion Coastal Cyclathon™
2025, an ambitious initiative themed
"Surakshit Tat, Samriddh Bharat" (Se-
cure Coast. Prosperous Indin), The
grand concluding ceremony took place
ot Kanyakumari, where a large crowd
of enthusiastic locals cheered the CISF
cyclists near the iconic Vivekananda
Rock Memorial and the statue of Tamil
Saint and philosopher Thiravalluvar.
The Director General of CISF graced
the event as the chief guest, marking the
culmination of an extraordinnry jour-
ney that aimed to foriify partnerships
with coastal eommunities and reinforce
India's maritime security framework.
‘The Cyclothon, flagged off virtually
by the Union Minister of Home and Co-
operation, Shri Amit Shah, on March
7, 2025, from the Rajaditya Cholan
CiSF Regional Training Centre in
Thakkolam, Ranipet District, Tamil
Nadu, saw 125 dedicated CISF per-
sannel, illlmliug 14 wonten, undertike
a grueling journey \pmlmng 6,»;33
kilometers, Over aspanof 25 da
cyelists traversed 11 coastal stat

the Cyelothon's core message. Key lo-
cations such as Paradip Port, Konark
Sun Temple; Gateway of India n Mumn-
bal, Vl\hakhnp:lmnm. Mangalore,
Kochi, ind Paducherry served

Chennai
assignificant touchpoints in this mon-
umental effort.

At the heart of the Cyelothon was i
profound acknowledgment of the role

played by coastal communities insafe-
guarding the nation’s maritime inter-

Union Territories, drawing i
public support. More than 1,200 par-
ticipants joined the Cyclathon at dif-
ferent stages, underseoring the wide-
spread enthusiasm and commitment
toward the initiative.

Throughout the journey, CISF per-
sonnel stationed along the coastline, in
collaboration with various state and
ventral government agencies, facili-
tated the event. Major coastal cities and
heritage sites hosted grand receptions
and flag-off ceremonies, amplifying

ests. By andd emp ing
these communities as "Tat Praharis”
(Sentinels of the Coast), CISF sought to
nstill a sense of shared responsibility
and vigilance. The event effectively
raised awareness about security threats
Tooming over India’s vast coastiine, in-
cluding illicit smuggling activities in-
vulving drugs, weapons, and explosives.
Participants and speetators alike wers
educated about the importance of
maintaining heightened vigilance
against intrusion and preserving the

fragile coastal eeosystem.

The Cyclathon significantly enhanced
collaboration between CISF, other se-
eurity agencies, and coastal commu-
nities. These internctions fostered a ro-
bust and resilient coastal security net-
work, ensuring hetter commuanication
and cooperation inaddressing securi-
ty challenges. Beyond its security di-

mension, the anl also served asa
1

hridg ting inkanyd
with the nation's rich coastal heritage.
It shiowcased the yibeant coastal culture,
diverse flor and fama, and the deep-
mooted traditions that define India’s
coastal identity.

The event s.unm;uw&lvmecl pub-

1

astonishing 2.5 crore individuals
through various online platforms imd
social media engagements.

The Cyelothon' also garnered sub-
stantial support from eminent per-

sonalities across dmamll fields, further
Gdifvi s

Vagher in Gujarat; Koli; Gabit, Bhoi,
and Agri in Maharashtra; Kharvi,
Bhamdari, and Ramponkars in Goa;
Mogaveera, Koraga, and Billava in
Kamataka; and Mukkuvar, Mappila,
aml Arwmr in Keraln participated

lly. Similarly, on the

g its Distin-
gmshud d)gnl!ﬂﬂL‘ﬁSULh as Puducher-
1y L Governor Kuniyil Kailashnathan,
Puducherry Chiel Minister N. Ran-
gaswamy, Odisha Deputy Chief Min-
ister Pravati Parida, and renowned
sports and cultural figures lent their
support. Afuna Awardee Pramod Bha-
gat, former Indian hockey goalkeeper
Mir Ranjan Negi, Raja Shn Shivendra
Narayan Bhanj Deo (King of Kanishka),
and Padma Shei awardee sand artist
Sudarsan Pattnaik were among the
many who graced various events as-
sociated with the Cyclothon.

“The initiative also witnessed over-
whelming backing from sports icons,
including Olympic gold medalist Neer-
aj Chopra, champion shooter Manu
Bhaker, cricket legends MS Dhoni,
Sunil Gavaskar, and Krishnamachari
Janth, The Bollywood and South
Indian filny industry also contributed to
the event’s popularnty, with renowned
actors such as Rajinikanth, Mohanlal,
Akshay Kumar, Suniel Shetty, Jackie
Shroff, and Manju Warder extending
their support and inspiring masses to
rally behind the canse of coastal secu-
ity A defining feature of the Cyelothon
was the e\'lEn\lvo participation of

lic withan 30
lakh people actively patticipiting in ral-
lies, awareness drives, and cultural
programs organized along the Cy-
cdlothon's route. The event's reach ex-
tended far beyond physical participa-
tian, as its message resonated withan

coastal oss India. The
event suceessfully engaged 58 com-
munities from the 11 coastal states and
Union Territories, strengthening their
role in ensuring the nation’s maritime
safety. On the west coast, communi-
ties such as Kharva, Macehi, Ahir, and

cast coust, coastal communities from
West  Bengal, Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu actively
joined the initiative, reinforcing their
role as crucial stakeholders in mar-
itime sdcurity,

“The Cyclothon's journey was pume-
tuated by 26 majer events and 118 lo-
cal interactions, where participants
[ ghtful discussions on
v, environmental con-
servation, and the wnigue challenges
faged by coastal dwelle: tural pro-
grams showeasing traditional songs,
dances, marfial arts, and indigenous
attire enriched the experience; cele-
‘brating the vibrant heritage of India’s
coastal regions.

As a result of this massive under-
huble insights were gained
regarding the specifie vulnerabilities
and security challenges faced by dif-
ferent coastal regions. These learnings
will serve as a vital reference in forti-
fving Ind’ oustal security frame-
work in the years to come,

The conclusion of "The Great Indi-
an Coastal Cyclothon" marks not just
the end of an extraordinary physical
endeavor but the beginning of a
strengthened alliance between CISF
and Indin's coastul communities. The
suceess of this initiativeis a testament
to collective effort, national spirit,
and an unwavering commitment to
ensuring that India’s vast coastine re-
mains secure and prosperons,
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Pakistan's
former PM
Imran Khan
nominated for
Nobel Peace
Prize

Islamabad:
Jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan
has been nominated for
the Nobel Peace Prize
for his efforts for hu-
man rights and democ-

racy.

Members of the Pa-
kistan World Alliance
(PWA) - an advoca-
cy group founded last
December — who also
belong to the Norwe-
gian political party
Partiet Sentrum, an-
nounced the nomina-
tion of Khan, 72.

"We are pleased to
announce on behalf of
Partiet Sentrum that
in alliance with some-
body with the right to
nominate, have nomi-
nated Imran Khan, the
former prime minis-
ter of Pakistan, to the
Nobel Peace Prize for
his work with human
rights and democracy
in Pakistan," Partiet
Sentrum said on X on
Sunday.

In 2019, Khan was
nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize for
his efforts to promote
peace in South Asia.

Every year, the Nor-
wegian Nobel Com-
mittee receives hun-
dreds of nominations
after which they select
the winner through a
lengthy eight-month
process, The Express
Tribune reported.

Khan, also the
founder of Pakistan's
main opposition Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party, has been
incarcerated since Au-
gust 2023.
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Kremlin official says Russia sees efforts
to end Ukraine war as drawn-out process

ussia views efforts
to end its three-
year war with

Ukraine as “a drawn-
out process”, a Krem-
lin spokesman said on
Monday after US Presi-
dent Donald Trump ex-
pressed frustration with
the two countries’ lead-
ers as he tries to bring
about a truce,

“We are working to
implement some ideas
in connection with the

Ukrainian  settlement.
This work is ongoing,”
Kremlin spokesman

Dmitry Peskov said in a
conference call with re-
porters.

“There is nothing con-
crete yet that we could
and should announce.
This is a drawn-out
process because of the
difficulty of its sub-
stance,” he said when
asked about Trump's
anger at Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin's
comments  dismissing
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy's
legitimacy to negotiate

a deal.

Russia has effectively
rejected a US proposal
for a full and immediate
30-day halt in the fight-
ing. The feasibility of a
partial ceasefire on the
Black Sea, used by both
countries to transport
shipments of grain and
other cargo, was cast
into doubt after Krem-
lin negotiators imposed
far-reaching conditions.

Trump promised dur-

ing last year's US elec-
tion campaign that he
would bring Europe's
biggest conflict since
World War II to a swift
conclusion.
Peskov didn't directly
address Trump's criti-
cism of Putin on Sun-
day when he said he was
“angry, pissed off” that
Putin _had questioned
Zelenskyy's  credibility
as leader.

But he said that Pu-

tin “remains absolutely
open to contacts” with
the US president and
was ready to speak to
Trump.

Both countries are pre-
paring for a spring-sum-
mer campaign on the
battlefield, analysts and
Ukrainian and Western
officials say.

Zelenskyy said late
Sunday that there has
been no let-up in Rus-
sia's attacks as it drives

US airstrikes pound
Yemen overnight killing
at least 3 Houthi rebels

Dubai:

“We are king to

d US airstrikes

someideas
in connection with the
Ukrainian settlement.
This work is ongoing,”
Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said in
a conference call with
reporters.

on with its invasion of its
neighbor that began in
February 2022. He said
the attacks demonstrat-

Russia's unwilling-
ness to forge a settle-
ment.

“The geography
and brutality of Rus-
sian strikes, not just
occasionally, but lit-
erally every day and
night, show that Pu-
tin couldn’t care less
about diplomacy,”
Zelenskyy said in his
daily address.

“And almost every
day, in response to
this proposal, there
are Russian drones,
bombs, artillery shell-
ing, and ballistic
strikes,” he said.

struck around Yem-
en's rebel-held capital
overnight into Mon-
day morning, attacks
that the Iranian-backed
Houthis said killed at
least three people.

The full extent of the
damage wasn't immedi-
ately clear. The attacks
followed a night of air-
strikes early Friday that
appeared  particularly
intense compared to
other days in the cam-
paign that began March
1

5.

The strikes around
Sanaa, Yemen's capi-
tal held by the Houthis
since 2014, and Hajjah
governorate also wound-
ed 12 others, the rebels
said.

Their Al-Masirah sat-
ellite news channel aired
footage of broken glass
littering homes in San-
aa after the concussive
blast of the bombs, but
continued not to show
the targets of the attacks
— suggesting the sites
had a military or intel-

ligence function. Strikes
there killed one person,
the rebels said.

Another strike target-
ing a pickup truck in
Hajjah killed two people
and wounded a child,
the Houthis said. It
marked the first, public-
ly known time the Amer-
ican strikes targeted a
vehicle in this campaign.

An Associated Press
review has found the
new American opera-
tion against the Houthis
under President Donald
Trump appears more ex-
tensive than those under
former President Joe
Biden, as the US moves
from solely targeting
launch sites to firing at
ranking personnel as
well as dropping bombs
in cities.

The new campaign
of airstrikes, which the
Houthis now say have
killed at least 61 people,
started after the rebels
threatened to begin tar-
geting “Israeli” ships
again over Israel block-
ing aid entering the Gaza
Strip.

Iran has rejected direct negotiations with US in response to Trump's letter

Kathmandu:

Nepal's Prime Minister

K P Oli said on Monday
that violence erupted
in the pro-monarchy
protests here as former
king Gyanendra Shah
attempted to disrupt so-
cial harmony and create
social division.

Speaking in the House
of Representatives
(HoR), Oli accused the
former king of aligning
with individuals refus-
ing to repay bank loans
and stirring social un-
rest for his ambitions.

Oli said the Tinkune

area ineident occurred
because of these actions
of the former king, My
Republica reported.

I __d

Two persons, includ-
ing a TV cameraman,
were killed and 110 oth-
ers injured in the clash-

es between security per-
sonnel and protesters,
who were demanding
the reinstatement of the
Hindu monarch.

So far, 110 people have
been arrested in connec-
tion with the violent pro-
tests.

“The alleged organis-
ers attempted to drive a
vehicle over the police
and breached the re-
stricted area. There were
terrorist activities like
setting fire to the inter-
national airport and the
oil corporation's depot,”
Oli said.

“Setting fire to some-
one's house, looting a
shopping mall, and set-
ting fire to a herbal com-
pany cannot be consi
ered political activities,
he said, adding those in-
volved in the violent acts
would not be spared.

Oli said the home
ministry would provide
detailed  information
about the incident to the
House at an appropriate
time.

He said a detailed re-
port would be prepared
on the incident.

“An analysis from a

year ago is necessary.
There was an attempt
to incite public rage by
spreading excitement on
sensitive issues like reli-
gion, culture, and tradi-
tion,” Oli said.

“The former king in-
vited those unruly indi-
viduals to his home and
appointed a so-called
commander.”

“Shouldn’t those who
aim to become king
again publicly express
their view on these suc-
cessive events?” he said.

“Former King Shah is-
sued a video statement

on Democracy Day (Feb-
ruary 19) that incited the
crowd. He will not be
granted impunity. Those
seeking to overthrow the
system and restore the
monarchy must make
their views public on
these actions.”

Oli’s remarks prompt-
ed protests from law-
makers of the Rastriva
Prajatantra Party (RPP)
in the parliament. The
party advocates for the
reinstatement of the
Hindu Kingdom in the
Himalayan nation, Kath-
mandu Post reported.

India-UK FTA Talks:
Sitharaman's London Visit

New Delhi:
Issues pertaining to
the proposed free trade
agreement (FTA) and
bilateral  investment
treaty between India
and the UK are expect-
ed to figure during the
three-day visit of Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to London
from April 8-10, official
sources said.

The minister would
be attending a host of
meetings, including
India-United Kingdom
Economic and Finan-
cial Dialogue, in Lon-
don.

Sitharaman is likely
to hold a bilateral meet-
ing with UK's Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer
Rachel Reeves and oth-
er British ministers.

"Issues pertaining to
the trade agreement
and bilateral invest-
ment treaty (BIT) may
also come up for dis-
cussions between the
two," the official said.

On  February 24,
Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Go-
val and UK Secretary
of State for Business
and Trade Jonathan
Reynolds  announced

resumption of negotia-
tions for the proposed
FTA between the two
countries.

The India-UK ne-
gotiations are resum-
ing after a gap of over
eight months. The talks
were launched on Jan-
uary 13, 2022. So far
14 rounds of talks have
been completed.

The two countries are
actively negotiating on
three different fronts -
FTA, a bilateral invest-
ment treaty (BIT), and
a Double Contribution
Convention Agreement.

In the BIT, the stick-
ing point between the
two nations is with re-
gard to the resolution
of disputes.

In the trade agree-
ment, India is looking
for greater access for
its students and pro-
fessionals in the UK
market, besides market
access for several goods
at nil customs duty.

On the other hand,
the UK is seeking a sig-
nificant cut in import
duties on goods such as
scotch whiskey, electric
vehicles, lamb meat,
chocolates and certain
confectionary items.

Pollution biggest challenge transport
sector significant contributor: Gadkari

Thane:

ollution is India's
biggest challenge

and the transport
sector is a major con-
tributor, Union minister
Nitin Gadkari said on
Monday, stressing the
urgent need to transition
from fossil fuels to alter-
native energy sources.

He said India's de-
pendence on fossil fuels
is both an economic bur-
den as Rs 22 lakh crore
is spent annually on fuel
imports and an environ-
mental hazard, making
clean energy adoption
crucial for the nation's
progress.

Speaking at the launch
of an eco-friendly elec-
tric cycle in Thane,
the Road Transport &
Highways Minister said
cycling needs to be pro-
moted as a sustainable
urban transport option
in view of increasing ur-
banisation.

Gadkari said the rapid
growth of India's auto-
mobile sector has sur-
passed Japan to become
the lhird-l};rgesl globally
since 2014.
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He said by 2030, India

will be the world leader
in electric vehicle (EV)
production, significant-
ly impacting the global
auto market.

He credited the sharp
decline in lithium-ion
battery prices (now at
USD 100 per kWh) for
making EVs more af-
fordable and bringing
them closer to price par-
ity with traditional fu-
el-powered vehicles.

"Pollution is our coun-

try's biggest challenge,
and a major part of it
comes from the trans-
port sector," Gadkari
said, adding that the
shift to electric and al-
ternative fuels is not just
an environmental neces-
sity but also an econom-
ic imperative.

The minister said In-
dia's young engineering
talent is the driving force
behind innovations in
EV technology and al-
ternative fuels. He noted
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that startups are mak-
ing significant break-
throughs, propelling
India to the forefront of
the green energy revolu-
tion.

He also stressed
the growing interna-
tional demand for In-
dian-made electric
two-wheelers which is
a strong export oppor-
tunity that could boost
the economy and im-
prove India's trade bal-
ance.

India’s First Pokémon GO City Safari Kicks Off in Mumbai, Celebrating Gaming and

Mumbai:

Pokémon GO’s first-ever

City Safari in India con-
cluded with resounding
success, as thousands of
Trainers gathered across
Mumbai's iconic loca-
tions, immersing them-
selves in the thrill of ex-
ploration and exclusive
Pokémon encounters.
From landmark hot-
spots like Marine Drive,
Carter Road, Gateway of
India, and Navi Mumbai
to Phoenix Palladium,
participants experi-
enced the magic of the
game intertwined with
the city’s vibrant atmos-
phere. Special in-game
features, including Pik-

achu in saree and kurta,
added a unique cultural

touch to the adventure.

Refael Siregar,

Pokémon GO Head of
APAC Emerging Mar-

kets' said, “We have al-
ways believed in the
power of augmented
reality to bring people
together, and seeing the
energy and passion of
the Pokémon GO com-
munity here in Mum-
bai was truly inspiring
to keep going with our
initiatives to boost the
communities. It's a tes-
tament to how games
can create real-world
connections and unfor-
gettable memories.”

The highlight of the
event was the Pokémon
Fiesta at Phoenix Pal-
ladium, which served
as the central hub for
activities on March 29

and 3o. Trainers en-
joyed an electrifying
Pikachu parade, engag-
ing  Pokémon-themed
games, interactive quiz-
zes, and photo booths,
along with an exclusive
meet-and-greet with
Pikachu in a saree. The
Pokémon GO  booth
provided a space for
the trainers to connect,
strategize, and celebrate
their shared passion for
the game.

Sundarraman  Rama-
lingam, India Manager,
Niantic Inc. said, “India is
a key part of the Pokémon
GO world, and it was in-
credible to see such a vi-
brant response. We are

"Another key area of
focus is biofuels," Gad-
kari said.

He referred to the gov-
ernment's initiatives in
converting agricultural
waste into biofuels, in-
cluding bio-CNG and
bio-aviation fuel, there-
by transforming farmers
into energy providers.

This shift would not
only enhance rural in-
comes but also reduce
pollution and decrease
fuel import costs, he
added.

"Farmers will no
longer be just food pro-
viders- they will be en-
ergy providers too,” he
said, highlighting on-
going biofuel projects
aimed at reducing reli-
ance on traditional fuels.

‘The minister called for
promoting cycling as a
sustainable urban trans-
port option.

"With increasing ur-
banisation,  dedicated
cycling infrastructure is
needed to encourage en-
vironmentally friendly
travel while improving
road safety and decon-
gesting cities," he added.

Community!

committed to bringing
more experiences like this
to our Indian community,
and Mumbai’s City Safari
was just the beginning.”
As the Pokémon GO
City Safari:  Mumbai
wraps up, Niantic reaf-
<
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India's

external

debt rises to

USD 717.9 bn

at Dec-end
New Delhi:

India's external debt in-

creased by 10.7 per cent
to USD 717.9 billion at
the end of December
2024 from USD 648.7
billion in December
2023, as per the data
released by the finance
ministry.

On a quarter-on-quar-
ter basis, there is a 0.7
per cent increase in
external debt from the
level of USD 712.7 bil-
lion at the end of Sep-
tember 2024, accord-
ing to India's Quarterly
External Debt Report.

The external debt
to GDP ratio stood at
19.1 per cent at the end
of December 2024,
against 19 per cent in
September 2024, it
said.

The valuation effect
is due to the appreci-
ation of the US dollar
vis-a-vis the rupee and
other major curren-
cies, such as the yen,
the euro and Special
Drawing Rights (SDR),
amounting to USD
12.7 billion during the
quarter ended Decem-
ber 2024, the report
said.

Excluding the val-
uation effect, the in-
crease in  external
debt would have been
USD 17.9 billion quar-
ter-on-quarter against
USD 5.2 billion at the
end of December 2024

bringing more immersive
experiences to India‘'s
growing Trainer commu-
nity. With record-break-
ing participation and an
overwhelming response,
this event marks the be-
ginning of many more
exciting adventures to
come. Stay tuned for
future  Pokémon GO
events as the journey
continues!

over Sep 2024,
it added.

"US dollar-denom-
inated debt remained
the largest component
of India’s external debt,
with a share of 54.8 per
cent in end-December
2024, followed by In-
dian Rupee (30.6 per
cent), Japanese Yen
(6.1 per cent), SDR (4.7
per cent) and Euro (3
per cent)," it said.




Eid: Aamir Khan
shares warm hug with
sons Junaid, Azad

Mumbai
o celebration is
complete with-
out your loved
ones. As it's Eid
today, Bollywood super-
star Aamir Khan spent
some quality time with his
family members.

He also stepped out of
his residence with his sons
Junaid and Azad to extend
festive greetings to his fans
and media.

In the visnals captured
by the paps, Aamir can also
be seen sharing a warm
hug with Junaid and Azad.
The trio complemented
each other in white kurta.

The 'Fanaa' star also
brought smiles to the faces
of the shutterbugs as he
personally came to wish
them Eid Mubarak and
also distributed Kaju Katli
to them.

These fam-jam Eid mo-
ments of Aamir Khan left
fans in awe.

Meanwhile, on the work
front, Aamir recently
launched his own YouTube
channel ‘'Aamir KI
Talkies', which reveals
some behind-the-moments

an

and some unfiltered con-
versations of his films.

In a video shared on the
Instagram handle of the
actor's production house,
Aamir expressed his de-
sire to create a platform
where he can discuss his
films and the craft of film-
making.He promised to
take fans behind the cur-
tain, offering an exclusive
glimpse into the creative
process and some impor-
tant aspects of cinematic
storytelling.

In the coming months,
Aamir will be seen in the
film 'Sitaare Zameen Par'.

At an event previously,
Aamir said that the filmis
setfor release by the end of
this year, aiming for a
Christmas debut.

"My next film as a lead
actor is Sitaare Zameen
Par. We are trying to re-
lease it by the end of this
year, on the occasion of
Christmas. It is an enter-
taining film; 1 like the sto-
rv. The shooting of the film
has begun,” he said.

The film is expected to
feature Genelia in a pivotal
role.

Kisko

Mumbai

omedian and actor

Kapil Sharma is

set to reprise His

role in the sequel
of his debut film “Kis Kisko
Pyaar Karoon’ that was re~
leased in 2015,

The original film, direct-
ed by the filmmaker duo
Abbas-Mustan, saw Shar-
ma juggling multiple rela-
tionships in a hilariously
chaotic storyline.

The sequel, however,
brings in a new twist, hint-
ing at more comedy and a
fresh direction under
Anukalp Goswami,

On Monday, on the occa-~
sion of Eid, Kapil shared
the first poster for ‘Kis Kisko
Pyaar Karoon 2', where heis
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onceagainseen at the alta
dressed in a white sher-
wani.

Intheimage, he removes
his floral sehra (headgear)
and looks into the camera

4 Kapil Sharma to star in sequel to ‘Kis

Karoon’, poster unveiled

with a mix of confusion and
surprise.

Standing beside him is
his ‘wife, who is draped in
a blue lehenga and has her
face partially covered by a

Aditi Rao Hydari shares adorable
picture with Siddharth as they
extend festive greetings to fans

Mumbai
¢ Aditi Rae
Hydari on Mon-
day shared an
dorable picture
with herhusband Siddharth,
extending festive greetings to
all.

The image shows Aditi
leaning on Siddharth's shoul-
der as they posed for a self-
ie.

"We dream langhlove and
celebrate under the same
sun moon and stars Ugadi
subhakankshulu, Eid
Mubarak, gudi padwacha
shubhhechya," she captioned
the post.

The couple, who began
dating in 2021, tied the knot
last year in the presence of
close family and friends.

In March 2024, Aditi
shared a post confirming
their engagement, posting a

sweet selfie with Siddharth.
The twoe, known for keeping
their rela-

tops Mean-

while, on the
acting front, Aditi will
soon be in a web series
titled 'O Saathi Re',
which also stars Arjun
Rampal, and Avinash

Tiwary.

ship
private,

re-
portedly fell in love while
filming *Maha Samundram®
in'2021.

Meanwhile, on the acting
front, Aditi will soon be ina
web series titled 'O Saathi
Re', which also stars Arjun
Rampal, and Avinash Ti-
wary. Imtiaz Ali took onthe
role of creator, writer and

Sanoj Mishra, director who
gave Monalisa film role,
held in rape allegations

New Delhi

anoj Mishra, the di-

rector who offered

viral  sensation

Monalisa a role in
his film during the Kumbh
Mela, has been arrested in
connection with a rape case.

The arrest follows the re-
jection of his bail applica-
tion by the Delhi High
Court.

On March 30, 2024,
Sanoj Mishra, aged 45, was
apprehended by the Delhi
Police following intelligence
gathering and technical sur-
veillance.

The arrest took place in
Ghaziabad, and Mishra,
who resides with his family
in Mumbai, was taken into
custody by the Nabi Karim
Police Station.

The case centers around a
28-year-old woman from a
small town, who alleged
that Mishra repeatedly
raped her over a period of
four years.

The woman, who aspired
to become a film actress,
claimed that she had been
ina live-in relationship with
Mishra in Mumbai during
this time.

She firther alleged that
Mishra forced her to un-

statement to the police, also
accused Mishra of reneging
on his promise to marry
her. According to a state-
ment from the Delhi Po-
lice, an FIR was lodged on
March 6, 2024, under sev-
eral sections including rape,
assault, causing miscar-

dergo abortion proced
on three separate occasions.
The complainant, in her

riage, and thr g

The complainant also
supported her allegations

during a statement under
section 164 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC).
The police were able to
gather medical evidence re-
lated to the alleged abor-
tions from Muzaffarnagar.
The incident that trig-
gered the complaint oc-
curred on February 18,
2025, when the accused al-
legedly brought the victim

to Hotel Shiva in Nabi
Karim. Mishra is accused of
having physical relations
with the woman during this
visit before abandoning her,
leading to her filing the po-
lice complaint.

The arrest follows the de-
nial of Mishra’s bail appli-
cation by the Delhi High
Court, which had previous-
ly examined the case.

showrunner as he recently
announced the project.

Txcited to present the sto-
ry to the world, Imtiaz in a
press note said, "O
Saathi Re surprised
me at every turn of
its development. It
is a modern story
with a vintage heart,
an enchanted fairy,
tale setinthe fiasco of
Metropolitan life. Ifeel
both relieved and excited
at having Arif direct the stel-
lar cast of Avinash Aditiand
Arjun (All Aces there) and it
is the ever-strengthening re-
Iationship with Netilix that
enabled us to enter the de-
ceptively charming world of
O SaathiRe."

Siddharth will be seen
sharing sereen space with R
Madhavan and Nayanthara
in Tamil film "Test’.

translucent veil and flower
headgear:

Trade amnalyst Taran
Adarsh also shared the first
look of the film, calling it a
surprise gift from Kapil

Sharma on the oecasion of
Eid.

He wrote, “KAPIL SHAR-
MA - VENUS — ABBAS-
MUSTAN REUNITE: ‘KIS
KISKO PYAAR KAROON
2' FIRST LOOK UNVEILS...
Thefirst look of the comedy
caper Kis Kisko Pyaar
roon 2 is finally here, star-
ring Kapil Sharma and
Manjot Singh, directed by
Anukalp Goswami, and pro-
duced by Ratan Jain,
Ganesh Jain, and Abbas-
Mustan.”

While Abbas-Mustan,
who directed the original,
will no longer helm the se-
quel, they will continue their
involvement as co-produc-
ers. Anukalp Goswami,
known for his work as a

Mathew Lilliard feels
“terrified” of his return

to Scream

Connecticut

atthew Lillard,

who is set to

return to the

slagher genre
with the film Seream 7, ex-
pressed his fear of affecting
the film’s legacy with his
role, reported People.

Joining the original cast-
‘mates David Arquette, Jamiie
Kennedy, Dermot Mulroney
and Skeet Ulrich at Hart-
ford’s gos Con held at the
Conneeticut Convention
Center, Lillard spoke on a
panel moderated by People
about his fear of ruining the
seminal horror movie's lega-
cy upon his possible resur-
rection.

“1will say, Tean't say any-
thing about it, obviously.
But 1 am very excited and
slighly terrified to be back
because all Tean do is really
serew up a legacy that we
have,” said Lillard as quoted
by People magazine.

He continued, “T could re-
ally suck, and so that's my
fear. My fear is that 1 come
back and sort of punish
something that L eould nev-
er have touched and been
just fine. I hope I don't rain
itup for everyone.” as quot-
ed by People Scream was
originally premiered in 1906,
and quickly became a cult
classic in the slasher genre.
1t has spawned six sequels,
with the seventh instalment

being released by Paramount
on February 97, 2026.

Ttwill be divected by Kevin
Williamson, who wrote the
script for the original 1996
film. The project will include
the highly anticipated re-
turn of many familiar faces,
including Courteney Cox,
Lillard, Soott Foley and Neve
Campbell, the latter of whom
starred in the ariginal 1996
Seream and all of its sequels
except for Scream 6, due to
a pay dispute,

franchise
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boro High, reported Dead-
line. As a refresher, both die
at the end of the film. Since
his iconie performance in
Scream, the actor has starred
inthe movies She’s All That
and The Descendants and
played a prominent role in
the Blumhouse/Universal
hit Five Nights at Freddy’s,

According to Deadline,
Melissa Barrera and Jenna
Ortega were originally set
to return as their on-sereen
sister duo; however, the for-

Lillard's career
following his turti in the flick
as Stu Macher, one-half of
the evil duo (including Ul-
rich’s Billy Loomis) behind
the savage killings at Woods-

mer was
dropped from the project
for calling fora ceasefire in
Gaza and the latter departed
due to scheduling conflicts
with Wednesday Season 2.

iously

writer on the original film
and Kapil's popular TV
show ‘The Kapil Sharma
Show, steps in as the di-
rector.

Manjot Singh, recognized
for his role in ‘Fukrey’, joins
the cast.

The original film, Kis
Kisko Pyaar Karoon, cen-
tered around Kapil's char-
acter, Shiv Ram Kishan,
who found himself married
to three women without
their knowledge, all while
maintaining his relation-
ship with his girlfriend.

Thefirst installment also
starred Eli Avram as Kapil's
girlfriend and featured
Manjari Fadnis, Simran
Kaur Mundi, and Sai Lokur
as histhree wives.

‘Dr Kildare' actor
Richard
Chamberlian
passes away at 90

Washington

ichard Chamber-

lian, the actor

known for roles in

shows such as Dr
Kildare, Shogun, and The
Thorn Birds, passed away at
the age of go, reported Dead-
line.

According to the outlet,
the three-time Golden Globe
winner died of complications
following a stroke just days
before his g1st birthday on
Monday.

“Our heloved Richard is
with the angels now. He is
free and soaring to those
loved ones before us. How
blessed were we to have
known such an amazing and
loving soul. Love never dies.
And our love is under his
wings lifting him to his next
great adventure,” said Cham-
berlain’s partner Martin Rab-
bett ina statement as quoted
by Deadline.

The actor was bornin 1934
in Beverly Hills. Chamberlian
was drafted by the US Army
aftercollege, serving in Korea
from 1956 to 1958, during
which he achieved the rank of
sergeant, reported Deadline,

After founding the LA-
based theatre group Com-
pany of Angels in 1959,
Chamberlain got hisonscreen
star in episodes of Alfred
Hitcheock Presents, Gun-

smoke and Riverboat.
Chamberlain’s breakout
came in the title roleo Cs

medical drama Dr. Kildare,
which ran for five Seasons
from 1961 to 1966. The series
won the actor his first Gold-
en Globe before going on to
win two more for his per-
formanees in Shogun and
The Thom Birds.

In his illustrious acting ca-
reer, the actor has starred in
several hit films including
‘The Three Musketeers, The
Towering Inferno, The Count
of Monte Cristo, The Man in
the Iron Mask and The
Swarm, as well as shows like
The Bourne Identity,
Touched byan Angel, Will &
Grace, Nip/Tuck, Desperate
Housewives and Twin Peals:
The Return.






