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Our festivals show
unity in diversity
in country, says
PM Modi

Formation of BJP
govt is beginning
of Ram Rajya in

Delhi: CM Gupta

Haryana CM Saini
flags off marathon
in Sonipat

urges youngsters
to stay away
from drugs
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No issues with
GT’s middle-order,
asserts skipper Gill

India’s merchandise
exports may fall
slightly to USD
435 billion in
2024-25: GTRI
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12 terrorists killed in drone
strikes by Pakistani forces
nine civilian deaths
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IAS, IPS Officers to Mentor
Govt School Students in
Punjab: CM Mann

RSS banyan tree of India’s immortal

culture and modernisation: PM Modi

B Modi praises RSS volunteers, says cadre W Modi became the second sitting PM to visit the

working selflessly across the country.

Nagpur

Rashtriya Swayam-

sevak Sangh (RSS)
headquarters after be-
coming the prime min-
ister 11 years ago, Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday
described the Sangh as
the ‘banyan tree’ of In-
dia's immortal culture.

Modi became the sec-
ond sitting PM to visit
the RSS headquarters
in Nagpur. Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had visited it
in 2000 during his third
term as PM, an RSS of-
ficial said. This is also
Modi’s third term in the
top post.

In  a jam-packed
schedule in  Nagpur
since early morning,
Modi visited the Dr
Hedgewar Smruti Man-
dir at RSS headquarters
and paid homage to the
founding fathers of the
Sangh. He also visited
Deekshabhoomi, where
Dr Babasaheb Ambed-
kar embraced Buddhism
in 1956.

Modi also laid the
foundation stone of
Madhav Netralaya Pre-
mium Centre, a new
extension building of
Madhav Netralaya Eye
Institute & Research

In his first visit to the

Centre, named after late
RSS chief Madhavrao
Golwalkar.

Speaking after laying
the foundation stone
of Madhav Netralaya
Premium Centre, Modi
said RSS volunteers
are working selflessly
in various spheres and
parts of the country.

culture and modernisa-
tion whose ideals and
principles are to pro-

‘sangathan’  and

tect the national con-
sciousness,” Modi said.

“This large vatvruksh
is not an ordinary one,”
he said, adding the RSS
is synonymous to ser-
vice.

Modi said the ‘ta-
pasya’ of RSS with its
‘sa-
marpan’ in the last
100 years is showing
fruits as the country
approaches its target of

“Viksit Bharat” in 2047.

The 1925-47 was a

The Indian Air Force will participate in the multi-nation Air Exercise INIOCHOS-25
from 31 March 2025 to 11 April 2025 at Andravida Air Base, Greece, on Sunday.

Govt to raise stake in Voda Idea to 49 pc with
fresh share acqu1snt10n worth Rs 37 000 cr

New Delhi

overnment  stake
in Vodafone Idea
will more than

double to 48.99 per cent
as it is set to acquire
shares worth Rs 36,950
crore in Tieu of outstand-
ing spectrum auction
dues, the company said
in a regulatory filing on
Sunday.

The government is
already the single-larg-
est shareholder in the
debt-ridden  Vodafone
Idea with 22.6 per cent
stake, and the fresh
move will take its total
holding more than the
combined stake of the
company’s  promoter
firms -- Vodafone and
Aditya Birla Group.

VIL promoters hold
14.76 per cent and 22.56

per cent stake in the
company, respectively,
at present.

“The Ministry of Com-
munications... in line
with the September 2021
Reforms and Support
Package for Telecom
Sector has decided to
convert the outstanding
spectrum auction dues,
including deferred dues
repayable after expiry of
the moratorium period,

HIGHLIGHT

m The government is al-
ready the single-larg-
est shareholder in the
debt-ridden Vodafone
Idea with 22.6 per
cent stake

into equity shares to be
issued to the Govern-
ment of India. The total
amount to be converted
into equity shares is Rs
36,950 crore,” the filing
said.

Vodafone Idea (VIL)
said it has been direct-
ed to issue 3,695 crore
equity shares of the face
value of Rs 10 each at
an issue price of Rs 10
each within 30 days af-
ter issuance of necessary
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? nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah
on Sunday sound-

RSS headquarters in Nagpur.

crisis period as the
country was fighting for
independence and now,
after 100 years, the RSS
is stepping into another
milestone, he said.
‘(The t-ime span from)
2025 to 2047 is impor-
tant because big goals
are ahead of us. We have
to lay the foundation
stone of the next 1,000
years of a strong and
developed India,” Modi
said.

The nation is celebrat-

ing 75 years of the Con-
stitution this year and
the RSS is completing
100 years (of its forma-
tion), he noted.

Addressing the audi-
ence, Mohan Bhagwat
said the Madhav Ne-
tralaya worked hard
for several years for
people’s welfare. It is
inspired by the Sangh's
ideology of selfless ser-
vice, he said.

“It doesn't look good
that people are bereft
of health facilities and
hence, the RSS volun-
teers have selflessly
worked to provide vi-
sion to the needy at the
Madhay Netralaya,” he
said.

The RSS volunteers
don't seek anything for
themselves but work
for others in the society,
Bhagwat said. Service
is life’s mission for the
RSS, he added.

Modi visited the Dr
Iledgewar Smruti Man-
dir in Reshimbagh area
in the morning and paid
tributes at the memo-
rials dedicated to RSS
founder Keshav Baliram
1ledgewar, and second
sarsanghchalak  (chief)
M S Golwalkar.
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1 killed 7 injured as
Bengaluru-Kamakhya AC
Express derails in Odisha

Cuttack

ne person was
killed and seven
others injured as

an express train derailed
in Odisha’s Cuttack dis-
trict on Sunday, officials
said.

Eleven coaches of the
SMVT Bengaluru-Kam-
akhya AC Express de-
railed at Nirgundi near
Manguli at 1154 am,
Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO) of the
East Coast Railway
Ashok Kumar Mishra
said.

Cuttack’s District Col-
lector Dattatraya Bhau-
saheb Shinde, who over-
saw the rescue operation,
said, “One person died
and seven others were
injured in the accident.”

He said that some pas-
sengers also fell ill after
the accident because of
the heatwave conditions
prevailing in the area.

“They were treated at a
temporary health camp

AFSPA extended for six months in
Manipur, parts of Nagaland Arunachal

New Delhi

e Armed Forces
(Special Powers)
Act, which gives

armed forces operat-
ing in disturbed areas
sweeping powers and
immunity from prose-
cution unless approved
by the Centre, was on
Sunday extended for six
months in entire Mani-
pur, except the jurisdic-
tions of 13 police stations,
in view of the law and or-
der situation there.

The AFSPA, under
which a particular state
or some areas are de-
clared “disturbed”, has
also been extended to
eight districts in Na-
galand and 21 police
station areas in five other
districts of the state for
six months, according to
a notification issued by
the Union home ministry.

The law was also ex-
tended to Tirap, Chang-
lang and Longding
districts in Arunachal
Pradesh and three police
station areas in Namsai
district in the state for

six months beginning
April 1 after a review of
the law and order situa-
tion in these northeast-
ern states.

The AFSPA, often crit-
icised as a draconian law,
gives armed forces op-
erating in disturbed ar-
eas sweeping powers to
search, arrest and open
fire if they deem it nec-
essary.

“Whereas the central
government after review
of the law and order
situation in the state of
Manipur, in exercise of
the powers conferred by
Section 3 of the Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act, 1958 (28 of 1958)
declares the entire state
of Manipur, excluding
the areas falling un-
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® Sweeping powers
for armed forces re-
tained; select areas
exempted in Manipur,
Nagaland, and Aruna-
chal Pradesh

der the jurisdiction of
the following 13 (thir-
teen) police stations of
5 districts, as ‘disturbed
area’ for a period of six
months with effect from
01.04.2025, unless with-
drawn earlier,” the noti-
fication related to Mani-
pur read.

The police station ar-
eas in Manipur where
the AFSPA will not be
in force are: Imphal,
Lamphal, City, Sing-
jamei, Patsoi, Wangoi
in Imphal West dis-
trict, Porompat, Hein-
gang, Irilbung in Imphal
East district, Thoubal
in Thoubal district and
Bishnupur and Nambol
in  Bishnupur district
and Kakching in Kakch-
ing district. Agency

Shah sounds poll bugle in Bihar rally urges
people to strengthen hands of PM Modi

Gopalganj (Bihar)

ed the bugle for Bihar
assembly polls due lat-
er this year, urging the
people to strengthen the
hands of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi by
voting the BJP-led NDA
back to power.
Addressing a rally in
Gopalganj, a strong-
hold of the RJD, Shah
also charged the oppo-
sition party’s president
Lalu Prasad and his
wife Rabri Devi, both
of whom had togeth-
er ruled the state for 15
years, with running a

“jungle raj”, alleging that

murders, kidnappings

and dacoities became
an industry in the state
while they were in pow-
er.

It was the first public
meeting addressed by
Shah, regarded as the
BJP’s principal strate-

gist, in Bihar since last
year’s Lok Sabha polls.
“Major  businessmen
fled the state, worried
about their own safe-
ty. Lalu also made Bi-
har infamous the world
over because of his in-

volvement in the fodder
scam,” Shah claimed.

The Union minis-
ter said things began
to improve when the
BJP, in alliance with
JD(U) headed by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
formed a government in
the state.

If the NDA returns to
power later this year, Bi-
har's decades-old prob-
lem of annual floods will
become a thing of the
past, he said.

“The people of Bihar
have a choice to make
between the Lalu-Rabri
duo, representing the
jungle raj, and develop-
ment under Modi and
Nitish,” said the former
BJP president. Agency

set up at the accident
site. Some people who
received minor injuries
in the accident were also
given first aid, declared
fit to travel. Around 15
people were given first
aid at the health camp,”
he said.

Shinde said the seven
people, whose injuries
were serious, were ad-
mitted to the state-run
SCB Medical College and
Hospital (SCB MCH) in
Cuttack.

“All of them are stable,”
he said.

SCB MCH's Admin-
istrative Officer Subhas
Chandra Ray said, “The
one person who died is a
male. Among the seven
injured, three are men
and four women.”

An officer of the Odi-
sha Fire Service, which
along with the NDRF
assisted the railways fol-
lowing the accident, said
the rescue operation has
been completed. Agency

IndiGo faces
Rs 944 crore
tax penalty,
calls it
‘erroneous’

New Delli

The Income Tax De-

partment has imposed
a penalty of Rs 944.20
crore on InterGlobe Avi-
ation, the parent compa-
ny of IndiGo, for the as-
sessment year 2021-22
IndiGo, India’s largest
airline, received the or-
der on Saturday and has
strongly contested the
decision, calling it “erro-
neous and frivolous.”

In a regulatory fil-
ing on Sunday, IndiGo
clarified that the penal-
ty was based on a mis-
understanding by the
Income Tax Authority.
The authority mistaken-
ly believed that IndiGo's
appeal before the Com-
missioner of Income Tax
(Appeals) [CIT(A)] had
been dismissed, where-
as the appeal remains
active and pending ad-
judication. IndiGo as-
serted that the order
was not under the law
and confirmed its intent
to challenge the penalty
through appropriate le-
gal channels.

IndiGo has assured
stakeholders that the
penalty order will not
have any significant im-
pact on its financials, op-
erations, or other activi-
ties. The airline remains
committed to contesting
the order and is explor-
ing all legal remedies to
address the situation.

Agency




RSS banyan

tree of India’s
immortal culture
and modernisation:

PM Modi
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The memorials  are
dedicated to the values
of Indian culture, na-
tionalism and the organ-
isation, Modi wrote in
Hindi in a message book
at the venue.

“The memorial of the
two strong pillars of RSS
is an inspiration to lakhs
of swayamsevaks who
have dedicated them-
selves to the service
of the nation,” the PM
wrote.

“I am overwhelmed to
visit the Smruti Man-
dir which cherishes the
memories of Param Pu-
janiya Dr Hedgewar and
Pujya Guruji,” he added.

RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis and Union
minister Nitin Gadka-
ri were present during
Modi’s visit to the Smru-
ti Mandir.

“Vlsmng Smruti Man-
dir in Nagpur is a very
qpccml experience. Mak-
ing today's visit even
more special is the fact
that it has happened on
Varsha Pratipada, which
is also the Jayanti of Par-
am Pujya Doctor Sahab.

“Countless people like
me derive inspiration
and strength from the
thoughts of Param Pu-
jya Doctor Sahab and
Pujya Guruji. It was an
honour to pay homage
to these two greats, who
envisioned a strong,
prosperous and cultur-
ally proud Bharat,” Modi
posted on X.

Govt to raise
stake in Voda
Idea to 49 pc
with fresh share
acquisition worth

Rs 37 000 cr

CONT FROM PAGE-1

order from relevant
authoritics,  including
from Seccurities and Ex-
change Board of India
(Sebi).

“Post the aforesaid is-
suance of equity shares,
the Government of In-
dia sharcholding in the
Company will increase
from existing 22.60 per
cent to approximately
48.99 per cent. The pro-
moters will continue to
have operational control
of the company,” the fil-
ing said.

The spectrum  and
adjusted gross revenue
(AGR) instalment due
for FY26, including the
2015 spectrum auction
shortfall, aggregated to
Rs 32,723.5 crore.

The move follows a
series of reliefs from the
government to help the
company remain afloat
in the market to main-
tain competition.
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Our festivals show unity in
dlvers1ty in country: PM Modi

New Delhi:

rime Minister Nar-
Pend.ra Modi said on

Sunday that vari-
ous festivals being cel-
cbrated today and to be
observed in the coming
days are a pointer to the
spirit of unity pervad-
ing India’s diversity and
asked people to continue
to strengthen this feel-
ing.

In his monthly Mann
ki Baat broadcast, he
said various states are
celebrating their tradi-
tional new year on Sun-
day and many others
will be celebrating in the
coming days.

“Today the festival of
Ugadi is being celebrat-
ed with great fervour
in Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh,  Telangana.
Today itself, Gudi Pad-
wa is being celebrated
in Maharashtra. In our
country full of diversi-
ty, during the next few
days, in different states,
‘Rongali Bihu' will be
celebrated in  Assam,
“Poila Boishakh’ in Ben-
gal, Navreh' in Kashmir.
Similarly, between 13th
and 15th April, there will
be joyous celebration

of festivals in different
parts of the country,” he
said.

There is an atmos-
phere  of  excitement
about this too and the
festival of Eid is also
there, Modi added.

Noting that the com-
ing month is of festivals
and of festivities, the
prime minister extended
his greetings to the peo-
ple of the country.

“These festivals  of
ours may be in different
regions, but they show
how unity is woven into
the diversity of India.

Indian SC first to shift from
human-centric to eco-centric
approach says judge

New Delhi:
Supreme Court judge
Justice PS Narasimha
on Sunday said that in
international  jurispru-
dence, India was the
first country to shift
from an anthropocen-
tric approach to an
eco-centric one.

An  anthropocentric
approach is based on the
belief that human beings
are the most important
entity on earth, and oth-
er beings and things are
valued primarily for their
utility to humans.

The eco-centric ap-
proach, however, prior-
itises the well-being of
the entire ecosystem and
its components, viewing
nature as valuable for its
own sake, not just for hu-
man use.

The Supreme Court
judge was speaking at
the valedictory session
of the two-day National
Conference on Environ-
ment-2025 organised by
the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) at Vigyan
Bhawan.

Vice-President
Jagdeep Dhankhar was
the chief guest at the
event.

Highlighting the im-
portance of such confer-

ences, Justice Narasim-
ha said they brought
together a large number
of stakeholders who
found a common vision
to restore the environ-
ment.

“Conferences like this
bring people together
and enable sharing of
thought, and the accept-
ance of new visions and
idcas. After one such
conference 1 borrowed
an idea, and as an ami-
cus (friend of the court),
1 submitted to the court
that the anthropocentric
approach to the envi-
ronment is not suitable
for us and there should
be a shift to eco-centric
thought.

“I think it is the first
time that our Supreme
Court accepted the sub-
mission. And in interna-
tional jurisprudence, we
were the first country, or
rather the first court, to
shift from anthropocen-
tric to eco-centric ap-
proach,” the judge said.

He said the shift hap-
pened also because of the
country’s culture, which
never belicved humans
to be superior to the en-
vironment and instead
viewed ecology dS aliving
being, of which humans

We have to keep rein-
forcing this spmt of um-
y ahg

He noted that summer
vacation in schools will
also fall in a few weeks
and said the long days
of summer are a time for
students to develop new
hobbies and polish their
skills.

He urged those offer-
ing various activities for
students to use the hash-
tag of “myholidays” and
students and parents to
share their experiences
with “holidaymemories”

ashtag.
In his address, Modi
stressed on the “catch
the rain” campaign and
asserted over 11 billion
cubic metre water has
been saved in the last
seven to cight years
through such practices.

“By conserving rain-
drops, we can save a lot
of water from getting
wasted.

the last few years, un-
der this campaign, un-
precedented tasks relat-
ed to water conservation
have been undertaken in
many parts of the coun-

In his monthly Mann
ki Baat broadcast, he
said various states
are celebrating their
traditional new
year on Sunday and
many others will be
celebrating in the
coming da

try. I will give you an in-
teresting figure. During
the last 7-8 years, over
11 billion cubic metres
of water has been con-
served through newly
built tanks, ponds and

other water recharge
structures,” Modi said
“You must now be
wondering how much
11 billion cubic me-
tres of water is? You
must have seen the
pictures of the water
that gets accumulated
in the Bhakra Nangal
dam. This water forms
the Govind Sagar lake.
The length of this lake
is more than 9o kilo-
metres. Even in this
lake, not more than
9-10 billion cubic me-
tres of water can be
conserved,” he said.
And the people of the

country, through their
tiny efforts, have man-
aged to conserve 11 bil-
lion cubic metres of wa-
ter, Modi said, lauding
such efforts.

The prime minister
urged people to join
such efforts at the com-
munity level.

Noting that along with
fitness, keeping a count
is also becoming a hab-
it, Modi cited the exam-
ple of people keeping a
count of the number of
steps taken in a day, of
the number of calories
eaten in a day and of
the number of calories
burnt.

“Amidst all these
counts, another count-
down is about to be-
gin. The countdown to
the International Yoga
Day. Now less than 100
days are left for Yoga
Day. If you have not yet
included yoga in your
life, do it now -it is not
too late yet,” he said.

Noting that the first
International Yoga Day
was celebrated 10 years
ago on June 21, 2015,
Modi said now this day
has taken the shape of
a grand festival of yoga.

AMOHA Galleria and Bikaner house present ‘Fifth
Dimensional Leap’ Art Exhibition in New Delhi

collaboration
Bikaner House,
cessfully hosted Fifth
Dimensional Leap - A
Transformative Art Ex-
hibition at the Centre
for Contemporary Arts,
Bikaner House, Pandara
Road. The exhibition,
which took place on the
first floor of the venue,
showcased an eclectic
collection of interna-
tional artists, offering an
immersive  experience
that blended dreamlike
visuals, dynamic forms,
and ethereal textures.
The featured artists
included Andrea Ehret,
Esteban Marrugo Car-
reazo, Fintan Raymond
Whelan, George Farah
Makhlouf, Grisclda
Amancay Maymo, Luca
Dei Savini, Norberto
Noschang, Pablo Ech-
everria Castillo, Paula
Cecilia Riverro, and
Teofilo Choquecahua.
Each artist presented
works that sought to
transcend the tangible
and delve into the mys-
tical fifth dimension—
where art, science, and
spirituality intersect.
Under the leadership
of Mr. Vinay Rai, a dis-
tinguished  industrial-

sue-

“Geeton Ka Safar” Season 3 inaugurated
by Dhindhora Music at Hindi Bhawan

Ghaziabad:
Dhindhora Music
launched the third

season of “Geeton Ka
Safar” with a grand
event at Hindi Bha-
wan, Ghaziabad, cel-
cbrating the spirit of
Indian music and pro-
viding a platform for
emerging talent. The
cvent was graced by
several distinguished
guests, including Shri
Sunil Sharma, Cabinet
Minister, and Mahan-
agar Adyaksh Mayank
Goyal. Shri Triloknath
Ji, Director of Doord-
arshan, was also pres-
ent and emphasized
the significance of the
program in nurturing
new musical talent.

On this special occa-
sion, Dhindhora Mu-
sic’s  Chairman, Dr.
Mahesh Kumar White,
captivated the audience
with his soulful perfor-
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mance, crcadng an en-
chanting atmosphere.
Dr. White, a success-
ful businessman and
a passionate advocate
for Indian music, has
played a pivotal role
in shaping Dhindhora
Music as a platform
for aspiring artists.
His dedication to the

art has contributed to
the company’s success
in fostering new tal-
ent and expanding its
influence in the music
industry.

Dhindhora Music's
Managing Director,
Dr. Mamta Goyal, an-
nounced that the com-
pany would provide

opportunities to the
show’s participants in
upcoming albums and
programs on its OTT
platform. She also em-
phasized the organi-
zation's  commitment
to refining the skills of
emerging artists and of-
fering them a stepping
stone into the industry.
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ist and philanthropist,
AMOHA dedicated the
entire sale proceeds
from the exhibition to
the Zero Hunger Mi:
sion Trust, an initiative
aimed at uniting a bil-
lion people in the pur-
suit of providing three
billion meals daily.
Shahzada Khurram,
Director of Bikaner
House, expressed his
enthusiasm for the col-
laboration, emphasiz-
ing the significance of
cultural exchange and
art'’s role in address-

ing global social issuc:
The exhibition also fea-
tured engaging discus-
siol and interactive
sessions that explored
art’s evolving impact
on social transforma-
tion.

The event was at-
tended by notable
guests, including Asit
Patnayak, Neeraj Bak-
shi, Luca Dei Savini,
Sheela Chamaria, Rich
Chadha, curator Uma
Nair, Poonam Bhat-
nagar, Manoj Arora,
Neerja Peters, Surya

Veer Kohli, Madhvi
Arora, and Adil Hus-
sain, among others.
Their presence under-
scored the importance
of fostering dialogue
between art and social
change.

The Fifth Dimension-
al Leap exhibition not
only celebrated artistic
brilliance but also rein-
forced the power of art
as a vehicle for human-
itarian cfforts, leaving
a lasting impression
on attendees and the
broader art communi-

‘Never again’ Nitish tells
Shah on break-ups with BJP

Patna:

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar assured
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday
that he would “never
again” ditch the BJP,
having done so “twice
by mistake”.

With assembly clec-
tions barely a few
months away, the JD(U)
president’s  averment
came at a function in
Patna where Shah and
he unveiled several pro-
jects of the Centre and
the state.

Shah, a former BJP
president, had given
a pep talk to the cad-
re late Saturday night,
when he is said to have
asserted “our victory in
Bihar will resonate far
and wide”.

Widely regarded as
the BJP's principal
strategist, Shah is likely
to wind up his two-day
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tour ldtu' inthe dd) w1th
a brainstorming session
at Kumar's place, where
other NDA constituents
are also expected.

At the function in the
state capital, Shah was
visibly warm towards
Kumar.

The JD(U) president
seemed chuffed as he
told the gathering, “This
sprawling auditorium
has been filled beyond
capacity”.

He was greeted with

s of “Jai Shri Ram”,
in an obvious indication
of the overwhelming
presence of BJP cadre at
the event, but the lead-
cr, proud of his “secular”
credentials, took it in
his stride.

“What did the ones
in power before
(RID-Congress  com-
bine) do? They used to
get votes of Muslims but
could never put a stop

Amit Shah
unveils schemes
projects worth
over Rs 800 cr
in Bihar

Patna:
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday un-
veiled schemes and laid
the foundation stones for
projects, worth over Rs
800 crore, in Bihar on the
occasion of International
Cooperative Day.

Shah launched
schemes, comprising Rs
111 crore from the cooper-
ative department and Rs
421 crore from the urban
development and hous-
ing department.

He also laid the foun-
dation stones for 133 po-
lice buildings, costing Rs
181 crore, and three road
transport and national
highway projects worth
Rs 109 crore.

Shah also remotely
inaugurated a makhana
processing unit at the
Fishermen's Cooperative
Society in Darbhanga dis-
trict.

He distributed micro
ATMS to ‘bank mitras’ of
the Bihar State Coopera-
tive Bank at the state-lev-
el conference attended
by representatives from
primary agriculture coop-
eratives and other coop-
erative socicties.

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, Deputy
Chief Ministers Samrat
Choudhary and Vijay Ku-
mar Sinha, several Union
and state ministers and
senior officials were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Shah, who arrived here
on Saturday, will address
a public rally in Gopal-
ganj district later in the
day.

He will also chair a
meeting of the NDA lead-
ers at CM’s residence

cre.

Naxalism got
encouragement
for decades due
to Congress’
policies: Modi

B _Bilaspur

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday said
Naxalism got encour-
agement for decades in
Chhattisgarh and other
states due to policies of
Congress.

Addressing a public
meeting in Mohbhattha
village in Bilaspur dis-
trict, Modi said the situ-
ation is rapidly changing
and a new era of peacce is
setting in Naxal-affected
arcas.

“Over the decades,
Naxalism got encour-
agement in many states
including Chhattisgarh
due to policies of Con-
gress. Whichever region
lagged in development,
Naxalism flourished
there, but what did the
party that ran the gov-
crnment for 60 years
do? It declared such dis-
tricts as backward and
turned away from its re-
sponsibility,” he said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known 1o the general public ind
all concern that my elicats (1) Mr.
Vinod, Son of Mr. Kundan Lal and
. Sarita, Wil of Mr. Vinod.
at of House No. 27, Sai
Dham, Najafearh, Nangli Sakrawati,
South West Delhi, Delhi-1 10043,
hereby disown their son namely Raj
Kumar, ddugher-in- law  nam
Sharma and granddaughter
namely Keshvi and Further disentitic
and deprive. them from inheriting
their all movable and immovable
properties which they possesses at
prosent o may possess at the time of
their death because of quarrelsome
conduct and attitude of the xon snd
dayghter-in- law.
Any person dealing with above
said Mr Raj Kumar and his wife
Ms. Pooja Sharma with regard 1o
the praperties of my clients or any
athe taff, shall do so at hivher/their
own risk and responsibility and my
clients shall not be liable for the
same.

SAHILVI
Advocate

(Supreme Court of India & Delhi
High Court)

Chamber Address: (1) Chamber

No.712, Dwarka Court Complex,

to clashes between com- Dwarka Sector-10, New Delhi-75.
mu.nities," he said. Contact No.: 8882889245
132, it Praveen At (Responsible fa Selection of s under the Press & Registration

Emal
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GreNo to
improve drinking
water supply in
26 villages

Noida
The Greater Noida Au-
thority (GreNo) isgoing to
improve the dranking water
supply in about 26 villages
as preparations have been
started in this regard, the of-
ficials concerned said.

Some of the villages
where the drinking water
supply has to be improved
include Jaitpur-Vaishpur,
Sakipur, Tuglapur, Ram-
pur Jagir, Nato ki Mad-
haiya, Balla ki Madhaiya,
Ghori Bachhera, Rithon,
Safipur. Murshidpur, Dabra
to name a few along with
the sectors settled on six
percent population plots al-
Iotted to the farmers of
these villages.

A company will be se-
lected for three vears for
the maintenance of the
pipeline. More than Rs 10
crare will be spent on this.
‘The villages of the notified
area arealsoto be connect-
ed to the Ganga water proj-
ect. After the completion of
the work of four under-
ground reservoirs under
construction in the city, the
supply of Ganga water will
be started with full capaci-
ty inurban and rural areas.

Before this, work to repair
the pipeline will be done. In
the first phase, the author-
ity has to supply water to
122 villages of the notified
area, but right now only
people of 67 villages are
getting water,

Effuorts are being made to
ensure uninterrupted water
supply in urban and rural
areas. So, work is being
done to repair the drinking
water pipeline laid eardier
and to prepare the network
in the remaining area. The
water department of the
authority bas been given
instructions in this regard.
A company is being
searched for the mainte-
nance of the supply line of
the surrounding villages.
s tender has heen issued,
said Abhishek Pathak,
OSD, the Greater Noida Att-
thority,

Shahberi elevated
road proposal
approved

Noida
The Greater Noida Au-
thority Board has ap-
proved the proposal to
build an elevated road
from Sector 4 of Greater
Noidato NH-24 via Shah-
beri.

The aforesaid proposed
elevated road would pro-
vide relief 1o peaple from
traffic jams. Work on the
said Shahberiroad will
be started soon,

The population in
Greater Noida West isin-
creasing rapidly. [t is ex-
pected Lo reach 15 to 20
lakh in the next 10 years.
The opening of Noida air-
port will alsoinereasc the
traffic load. Keeping this
in mind, there is a plan to
build an elevated road
from Ek Murti Chowk to
NH-24. The National
Highway Authority
(NHAI) has agreed with
this. It has also agreed to
cooperate in the con-
struction.

After the approval of
Greater Noida Authority
CEO NG Ravi Kumar,
DPR will be prepared. Af-
ter this, further process
will be started, He said
that it is estimated that
ahout Rs 400 crore will
be spent in building the
Shahberi elevated road.

The construction of the
elevated road will pro-
vide eonvenience to com-
muters of Greater Noida
and Greater Noida West
as well as Noida, Ghazi-
abad and Noida airport. It
is being told that its con-
struction will facilitate
the movement of about 10
Takh people.
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Formation of BJP govt is beginning
of Ram Rajya in Delhi: CM Gupta

~

hief  Mimster
Rekha Gupta on
Sunday said the
formation of BJP
govérnment after 27 vears
is the beginning of Ram
ajya in Delhi.
aking part in a proces-
sion in Pitampura here,
Gupta greeted peaple on
the beginning of the new
Hindu Year and the start of
Navratri.

"The formation of BJP
government is the begin-
ning of Ram Rajya in Del-
hi.” she said.

‘The chief minister said
she wished for Delbi to
shine like the sun and the
Tives of peaple to be filled
with happiness and pros-
perity.

The BJP returned to

powerin Delhi for the First
time after 1998 following
its victory in the assemhly
polls

in February this year.

The saffron party won
48 seats in the 7o-member
Delthi Assembly, ending the
decade-long rule of the

AAP accuses BJP govt of
halting farlshtey scheme

New Delhi

The AAF on Sunday acoused
the BIP-led Delhi govern-
ment of distontinuing the
"Farishtey Dilli Ke' scheme,
whieh provided free medical
treatment to road accident
victims in private hospitals,

There was no immediate
response available from the
BJP.

Addressing 4 press con-
ferenie, Delhi AAP chief and
former health minister
Suurabh Bharadwaj alleged
that the initiative, launched
by the previous Aam Aadmi
Party government, had saved
thousands of lives but was
now being halted.

"How can someone stop
such & good scheme that
saves lives? The BIP gov-
erpment has removed it
from the budget,” Bharadwaj
said.

Introduced in 2057 un-
der then chief minister
Arvinid Kejriwal, the scheme
covieredd the entine treatment
cost of accident victims in
private hospituls, encourag-
g ystandines to pssist them
without fisar of financial bur-
den. According to the AAP,
mare than 10,000 lives were
saved under the initiative.

Bharadwaj claimed that
even during his temwe as
ealth minister, officials ap-
pointed by the Lieutenant
Governorattempted to halt
the scheme.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
which managed to win 22
seats.

Farlier this morning, the
chief minister offered
prayers at Katyayani Devi
Temple in Chhatarpur,
praying for blessings of the
goddess to bring peace and

harmony in Delhi and
smooth progress in devel-
opment of the city.

She extended greetings
to all Indians and the res-
idents of Delhi on the Hin-
du New Year (which marks
the start of Vikram Samval
2082).

Gupta said the Hindu
New Year is not merely the
beginning of another year
but a celebration of
Sunatan culture, rich tra-
ditions and national iden-
tity.

This festival strengthens
oureonnection to our her-
itnge and inspires a prom-
ising future, she added.

The chief minister fur-
ther sdid "more than just &
change of date, this festival
represents India's cultural
heritage, faith and nation-

alism”.

"It offers an opportunity
for introspection on how
fur we have progressed in
our commitment to re-es-
tablishing India as & 'vish-
wagurn' (world leader),”
she added.

Gupta asserted the Hin-
du. society is once again
embracingits glorious cul-
ture and the world is nc-
knowledging the greatness
of Sunatan Dharma while
yoga and ayurveda have
gained global recognition
and aceeptance.

She reiterated the: BIP
government's "unwavering
commitment” Lo presery-
ing culture, contributing
o societal development
and fulfilling the f

Lamborghini hits two pedestrians

on Noida footpath 1 arrested

Noida
A Lamborghini hit two
pedestrians on a footpath
adjacent to an under-con-
struction building in sector
94 here on Sunday, police
said.

The injured, labourers
from Chhatisgarh, were
rushed to a nearby hospital
and are said to be out of
dang; ave fractured
their legs, police said.

A purported video sur-
faced online showing that
after the aceident, the ac-
cused came out of his car
and asked the locals "koi
mar gaya idhar? (did any-
one die here?)”. Tn the
video, a manwas also heard
asking the accused if he
knew how many pedple
died here.

Following this, someone
inthevideo could be heard

Delhi CM Gupta announces CSR-funded
development projects in Kalkaji

New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister

Rekha Gupta on Sunday
announced a of de-
velopment initiatives, in-
cluding the creatien of
two parks and the instal-
lation of three water ATM
plants forslum residents,
in Kalkaj

Resporisibility

tintives, aim to enhimee
urban infrastructure and
improve living conditions
in the arca, said a state~
ment issued by the Delhi
government,

Gupta also inaugurat-
ed a wall art project in
Kalkaji, emphasising its
rolein beautifying the city
and promoting cultural
awareness.

Alongside the inaugu-
ration, the chief minister
announced a series of de-
velopment projects in the
area funded through CSR
eontributions. These in-
clude the development of
two parks, the installa-
tion of three water ATM
plants for slum residents
and the setup of 150 sola

ights.
“The parks will be de-

veloped with o budget of
Rsone erore in collabora-
tion with Petronet LNG
Limited, providing green
spaces for local residents,”
the statement said.

“Indian Oil Corporation
Limited will fund the in-
stallation of three water
ATM plants at a cost of Rs.
one crore, aiming Lo im-
prove access to clean

Delhi Police nabs man wanted
in extortion case in Goa

_ NewDelhi

The Dalhi Police has arrest-
ed a ggyedr-old man ac-
cused in an extortion case
and had escaped from the
custody of Goa Police while
in transit at Mumbai Airport
Tast vear; a statement here
said on Sunday.

Theaccused, Imad Khan,
was wanted in a case regis-
tered at Mapusa in Goa, it
sai

Aceording 1o the police
statement, Khan and his as-
sociates extorted Rs 30 lalkh
from a businessman in Goa
hy posing as officers from the
Dedhi Police's Narcotics Cell,

The gang had booked vil-
Tag in Goa for their aperation.
“They allegedly threatened to
Teak an obseene video of the
victim," it said.

"Khin was arrested by
Goa Palice but managed to
flee from Mumbai Airport on
June 19 last year, after a

L
Several of Khan's sccom-

plices have already been ar-
rested, i

Acting on a tecent
aDelhi Police t
Kiuan to Dehradun, where he
was apprehended on March
8.

uiring interrogation, the
accused revealed he wasin-
troduced to the ctime syn-
dicate by a woman who had
connections with other ac-
cused, police said.

Authorities have been in-
formed about Kiun sarrest,

briefscuffle,” the

and further are

said

underway, they added.

drinking water in slum
areas,” it added.
Additionally; In-
draprastha Gas Limited
will install 150 solar lights
at a cost of Rs 30 lakh to
enhance security and en-
ergy efficiency in the lo-
cality, the said.

saving, "police kobulao (call
the police)"

Bhupendra Singh, In-
charge at Sector 126 Police
Station told PTL "In the
car accident two labourers
were injured and they were
from Chhattisgarh. They
are outof danger and have
fractures in'their legs.”

The accident happened
adjacent to an under-con-
struction building, he said.

“The car driver has been
identified as Devpak, a res-
ident of Ajmer and the car is
registered  with  the
Puducherry registration. He
hag been arrestad 2
car has been sei
added.

During questioning he
twld the police that the ac-
cident happened due to a
fault. Further investigation
is undenw: ngh said.

Gang of robbers targeting
women busted in Delhi, 3 held

New Delhi

ing at the event,
Gupta said "these proj-
ects are asignificant step
toward making Delhi
cleaner, safer and more
beautiful”,

“The government is
committed to ensuring
that every part of the cap-
ital is well-organized and
developed.” she added.

The event was attended
by South Delhi MP
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri and
Kalkaji Councilor Yogita
Singh besides others.

Agang of robbers
women travelling in auto-
rickshaw was busted with
the arrest of its kingpin
among three people, police
saidon Sunday

An auto-rickshaw used in
the crime has also been re-
covered, they said.

OnMarch 21, & woman re-
ported that she was robbed
of her jewelry while she was
tavelling in an auto-rick-
shaw.,

A team analysed CCTV
footage, interrogated sever-

] people and tracked down
the aceused, they said.

A raid was conducted at
the residence of the prime

Two killed in car accident
in Delhi's Naraina

New Defhi R
Two persons were killed
after a car crashed into s
tree in west Delhi’s
Naraina in the ¢arly hours
of Sunday, police said.

Two ons were seri-
ously injured in the acci
dent which took place
around 2. m, they said.

‘The car involved in the
accident, a Maruti Ciaz,
was badly damaged due
ta the impact of the colli-
sion. The cause of the ac-
cident was not known im-
mediately, according to
police.

Police rushed to the spot
after receiving informa-
tion about the incident
around 2.45 am. an officer
said.

| four occupants of
the vehicle sustained in-
Juries and were immedi-
ately rushed to a nearby
hospital. Two of them suc-
cumbed to their injuries

Two arrested
with 14 stolen
motorcycles
in Delhi

New Delhi

while the other two are
undergoing treatment,” he
said.

The deceased have been
identified as Lakshit Negi
(22) and Yash Verma (21),
both residents of Delhi's
Hari Nagar. The injured
were identified as Yash
Gupta (22) and Himan-
shu (23), the officer said.

It is suspected that the
car driver lost control of
the vehicle, leading to the
crash. However, the exact
cauge will be known after
the investigation has been
completed, police said.

"We are checking CCTV
footage of the incident to
ascertain the sequence of
cvents,” the officer said.

Meanwhile, four people
sustained minor injuries
after o car jumped a traffic
signal and it & truck from
behind on the Mehrauli-
Badarpur road in south
Delhi, according to police

PUBLIC NOTICE

Knows all men that my dlient
Smit. Asha Rani W/o Sh. Raj Ku-
mar R/, HNe. 147, Old Police
Chowlk|, Block - €, Near Shyam
Mandir, Harijan Basti, Bawana,
Delhi has disown and detiar
her Son and datghtar-in-law

Twao thieves were arvested
from the Badarpur area of
southeast Delhi with 14
stalen motarcyeles, police
said on Sunday.

Naim (28) and Israil
alias Bilal (27) were ar-
rested on March 26 during
police patrolling in Kha-
tushyam Park, they said.

"Fhetwo were found rid-
ing a stolen motoreyele,
which was traced toan e
FIR registered at Badarpur
police station, Upon inter-
rogation, they admitted to
stealing 17 motoreyeles
over the past six to eight
months from different ar-
eas, including Govind Puri,
Badarpur, Faridabad and
Sangam
police officer said.

Naim and Israil ran an
nuto repair shop, Naim
Bike Repairing Centre, in
Pul Prahladpur, They dis~
mantled stolen motorey-
cles, used spare parts for
repatrs and sold serap to
local vendors, the officer
said.

The recovered motorey-
cles include those stalen
from Badarpur, Govind
Puri, Fandabad and Bhi-
wani.

yDecpak Gupta and
Rektia from hier all movible
andimmavable propertiesand
hassevered refations with
thermn due to their bad behay-
or, attitude and disrespectful
conduct. If anybody deals with
them shall do o at his own risk
and my client shall nos be re-
sponsible for the same.
AJAY SHARMA & ASSOCIATES
Advocates & Legal Consult-
ants
CHAMBER: Ch. No. 817, §TH
Hoor, Lawyers Chamber Bulld-
ing, Rohini Court, Delhi -
110085

UBLIC NOTICE

"Iy Client Mr. Parssam Pan-
war s/o [Lt.) Sh. Shankar Lal
Pamwarand Mrs., Padma Deyi
wifo Mr. Parstam Panwar, bath
resident of 136%, 2nd Floor,
Ranu Bagh, Dilhi- 1100034 do
hereby lrevocably, uncondi-
tionally and Irreversibly de-
clare and state that we have
DISOWNED and DISINHERITED
out son Mr. Sanjay Panwar and
he alongwith his legal heir (if
any) has no right of whatsoey-
er on my Clients self-acquired
properties.”

Ayush Kapur

Advocate

B-1, Rana Pratap Bagh, New
Delhi-110007

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

T Notice No.: 230-EiectTROIPRYWE Tender Notice2025/558  Date! 27.03.2075)

suspect on March 28 and ar- E-TENDER NOTICE

rested the dn\-r oftheauta- | |5 Dw. Elocicsl Engleer TRD-5PL N.C. RiyPrayagral, for and on betel of the
rickshaw, § the | |Presdent o e Terves e dekals -
polive said. T, No.: 230-TRO- WC-840-2075

Subsequently, his associ-
ates — Danish and Wasim —
were nabbed from Loni and
Khajuri Khas, respectively.

According to the police,
the gang targeted women
by luring them into their

[Bescription of work - Provision of Monkey Anti Climiing Device o poevant]
climibsing of Morksry Brvar Traction Instillatian Stnuclirss in bétwaen Sactin)
b Halk - Chigiyaa Buziirg of Prayadr] Division {1ind)

Advertised value: Rs 60.6186500 | Bid Sacurity: Rs 121.200.60

Completion Period: 09 Months

| Bidding system: Single Packet

Tander Closing date & Time: 21.04 2025 & 14100 Hrs.

Tonder opening date & Time: 21 04 2025 & 15:00 Hrs

| Allocation: Capital & RRSK | UWID No.. 080236104005, 060236224004

auto and stealing theirvalu-
ables mid-journey.

Four arrested for robbing Rs
30 lakh in Delhi’s Pitampura

Four people have been ar-
rested in connection with a
robbery case in Pitampura,
a police officer said on Sun-

day.

The accused has been
identified as Sanchit (22),
Shival (24), Rustam (35)
and Anil (42).

According to the officer,
a joint team of Delhi Police
arrested Sanchit and Shiv-
al from Baghpat in Utiar
Pradesh on Friday, and
Rustam and Anil from
Sonipatin Harvana on Sat-
urday,

multiple criminal cases on
him.

According to police, the
incident happened when
the complainant, Krishan
Gupta (59), and his ser-
vant Balvinder Singh was
taking Rs 30 lakh on a

According to the of-
ficer, a joint team of
Delhi Police arrested
Sanchit and Shival
from Baghpat in
Uttar Pradesh on Fri-
day, and Rustam
and Anil from Soni-
pat in Haryana on
Saturday.

seonter’ on March

Near a private bank in

m\lu (1) The compiote. inforrmatin sing wih adat documan of above

IREPS may beapproachort

al aliwiys

Qresn asunder -

ammmmnwmﬁyﬂnm 12) Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not
b ncoeplid against above tendors. For 14 purpase, vendors are rauiced tor
get Memssives regmtered Wil IREPS website along with Digiial Signatuse
Cantiicate. {3) In case of any dificuty helpgesk avallatio o0 the wobsss of

wactindiansaliwa:

G NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
Lettor No. ~DRMICIAGRA/Parcel/E-AUCTION

On Hahall of the Prasident of India, The Sr, Divisianal Commargial
Manager-North Cenfral Rllwey-Agrainviiss E-Auslion as per categarivs

i1 21 diys priar 16 the

558125 (D]
PRONC

Dated :- 28,03 2025}

Category : Parcel

[ Auction Catatogue Mo, AGRALEASING37

Asset Detalls

1.01(F ) SLRUnytin Traim na 12178

2.01.(F1)SLRUnil I Traif na 12547

3 01(F1) SLRUnitin Trainna 12195-Tuesday, Thursasy & Saturiay

4.01(R1) SLRUnitiA Tran na. 15190

5 01(F1) SUR Unitin Trsini i 12195-Sunday, Wodnesday 8 Friday

B.07(F1} SERUnitin Trasn ap. 18055

two
.mm.ked them with sticks,
foriing Balvinder to flee.
The robbers snatched the
cash from Gupta and fled
on a motoreycle.

“After an FIR was regis-

7.01{R1ISLR Unitim Trin no. 16618

8.01 (F1) SLR Unjtin Train i 21676

9.01(F 1) SLRUnil i Traln pa. 05214

10.01 (F1) SLRUnltin Trinno. 11915

1101 [F1) SLR Urit in Traif na. 22908

12,01 (F 1} SLRUNLIN Train i 11902

tered, police launched an
investigation. They
analysed CCTV footage to
track the suspects’ hide-
outs, and grrested the four
men. During interrogation,
they confessed to the crime.

13.01(F2) SLR Unitin Trainno. 05014

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday

E-Auction Start Date and Time : Daio

15042035 Tyma - 1100

E-Auction End Date and Time : Date 15 (4 2025 Time

-15:50

Note -~ Prospactive bidders ara roquestod (o visit E-Auction Leasing
module-on IREPS wetsia (wwwiraps.gov.in). The Lotmse detals are
“avallable (hursit under the above mentioned Catalogue Numbar.




OPINION

Or ani ingh, Editos,
STAR Vicws

rime Mirister blar

endrs Modie vis-

it to Migpar on
Harch 30, xung:nrked
o sgnfican ftical
avant, s‘h--wcami;h the
usparalielsd uwnity be
twaen the Bhamliym Js
nata Farty (BJF) and its
idedopedl mstfer, the
Rashirizn  Swayn
wak Ssngh (RES) The
visil, Lis first to the RSS
heasdquartire sincy be-
comimyg Prime Minigter
in 24, carned both
symbolie amd: frategic
significance,  efenlively
digpelling opeculation o
# rift balwaen Mo and
RSS Chiaf Mohan Bhag-
wat, Tt underacorsd the
coopaative and samm-
less ralatlcuiehip between
thess two powerful snti-
tigs, further conzolidat-
ing Mcdi'e peeltion o5
the mequivocel lesder
within both the BIP and
the RES aoceysfetn.

Reaffirming  Ideo-
logical Roots at Sme
rutl Mandir

Frims Minissr Modi
initiaid hin higoric visit
by paying homag at the
wred Dr. Hedgamar
Bmruti Mandir m Mag-
pur's Reshimbagh
arza, dedicatsd to RSS

e |

Prime Minister Modi in Nagpur: Sealing BJP-
RSS Umty and Defining India’s Political Future”

*nrmﬂa' Keshaw  Sali-
1

wsdlun Wedls tribats
i;h g;{: RSS chisf Mo

4l gwal was pro-
foundly symbobe, zdn-
Jorcang liis parsceal and
idsclogical  odnnection
with the Singh. Writ
ing in the visikors’ book,
Modi emphagized that
the mamenial sersee- 2
an'stemisl inispration for
Ihotisands of wlintexs
comuitted o serving e
naticn, therehy sending
& Strony massage of -
waverg commitment o
RSS principles.

Symbolic  Gesture
at Deekshabhoomi

In wsignificant gosture
emiphisizing  mddaivi-
ty, Wodi sibssquenty
waind Deehabhioom),
& landmark sita whee
Dr. BR. fmbediar em-
trood  Biddbis i
19560 By pasitiy tespacts
at this hisforde location,
Modi undarsoorad. s
govemments o
mant  fo “Ambediars
el of aocta] aquality
and jistics, His' cticon
reaffirmed his dgonof e
Gaveloped and incl
ke, resoating deeply
with Ambadkars follon-
s and brosdar societal

enth adveciting s
S aquity,

Tolstering  Health-
carw Infrastracture

Highlighting  dealo
Lﬂlﬁ er‘rﬂi‘r’S. ltnﬁ

s Mzdl:av Netra-
lipa Preguum Centrs,
an sxnsion of the re
noymed  Bladhay e
tralaya Bye frtituts &
Rma!m_\h Contre, Ths

boaltheare  initiative,
daicateid 1 Golwalkars

nilmam mhnn@ﬂ i

i
struchirs. With aplaired
Ay uc:t_l' of g5 bads, 14

mc«iuinr c-pa-mm 99

Ly-uﬁnpl]

2
cosefble, Wfordabls; snd
quality  healthcars for
aysiy. atizen, sl
Iy blanding id
Foemage mlh prgmatic
povernanos,

Strategie Push for
Defence  Sell-Reli
ance

Medi's st -alo. in-
duded 4 stmtegic focue
an naticnal ety He
ingngursted an advanced
srmmamticn facthity end
4 dedicated 1280-mder
utrstrip designed for Un-
manned derlal Vahides
(L1AVE) o Sclar Pefencs
and Ammospace Limitsd
in Kngpur. Addtionslly,
Madi “uavalled 4 Taclk
ity for testing boitaning
munitices, s';g;mh:m[];
boceting. India's indip-
ol defence capabil
ities Thess imtiatives
mflc Modi's sustained
anphesis on “Atmenirt-
har Bharat” (aslf-relimnt
Inidin) in defimes, cqudal
for mations! sswrsgnty
and geopolitial stability,

Debunking  Media
Specubations of BJP-
SS Rift

A entral umpset of
Med's vigl vz ite <
fective neutialization of

[:»emstrmr madis apecr-
iabiona bt tensions be
tyeeon him and RES Chief
Molan Bhagwal. Over
recent months, Indian
merha had intenaified
discuswions arsund. el
legaddiffsrances batwaen
BIP utid RES leadarships,
siggesting  idselegionl
ad cperatiénal disoond.
s, Modfs wen
intemctions with RS
leadars, notably Mchan
Bhagyat, clearls damor-
atrated the strength of
r‘linir mitid trl-mx and
ideclogeeal  alignment.
Saier RSS' funclionary
Seshadii Clhan further
emphasiza] this unity

any |
:mcni. raﬂmﬂnz
mn both organizations
oparstein closs hanmony
with shared chjedtives.

Clarifying the BJP's
Leadership Future

Medie Bagpur st
heldz gpocil sipnifizance
for the BIFe intemal
dynatnier,  particdlaply
in the context of sslert-
tng & new nstional pres
idanit, His pres=ics and

comsultitions with RSS
leadsrship siggesta clear
consenste and Wity T
gauding the ftire lsader
i BIP,

riber-
prot Medi's intaractions
in Hogpur a8 mdicative
of & srategie dlignment
betwesn BJP and RSS
o the hext pregid=
tial

smooth functioning and.
alacteral strabegy abasd
of eritical npocmring stafz:

and naticnnl slections.

Unmatehed Cadre
Strength and Eector-
al Dominance

The BIP-RES albance
beasts' the werlds larg-
ert cudpe buss &
politics)
premding
grassroois sirength. This
rapverk has
prown pivelal i BIFs
aladtordl dclories acroes
tumertug sfale sewm-
hlies and suoesive na-
tional slections. Modi's
explicat show of wnity
witli RSS leadarship fur-
ther invigorates these
gromols wivkars, st
ting a rebust foundaticn
For BIPs continued el
Laral sncosss, Sich cadre

mobilization, combined
with idackogical oshar-
amcs, signifcantly ampll-
fiis BIPs arpanzzational
apd dagdecdl affivtinge
ey, mskm@ them an

Breaking Time
Sudoku
Whatts do
R in the grid oo thiat every row, every colimn, and cvery
W3 box centdne the dight Lo 9. Every puzle his anly,

carect salition

sls] [7]

7.

liched fios in In-
dhwt politics.

Conclusion:  Shap-
ing India’s Political
Landscape

Frime Minigtor Mar-
andrs Modl's landmark
Blegpdr  vist  wwdly
demcnstrates hin undis-
putsd antherity  with-
in beth BIP and RSS
framenerle, cadusve
Iy damissing narratives
of iternal frction. This
wsit nek caly reiterates
the. cohesive idedlogieal
and operstiondl synar-
gy betwesis Lhe BIF and
RE8 it also darifies the
rasdmap for BJFg ini-
mediate politicsl famps,
particalarly  ocnesming
Jasdimsy ™
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Thiss, Modi's wislt gym-
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10 sustain BIPs elechoral
deminanes and id
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i escilating trade
Tvm‘ betwan In-

dia md fhe United
Slites hes brought s
nifican) eomoarms to the
forsfiont, paticularly in
highetech and lxg}mu
Ui trade sectins, Undes
the new Deask] Thmp
:lsmiﬂaﬁm. Toedis

foured el 5 !in'

m.n.& and Luu-nmg Ime
pt.,r!sfr s US. Wille
of the foos hes
f)rn oo mamifacturing,
technolgy, and other in-
dutria] /seniurs, oortain
biiporiz—eudi s diy
Fruits—live gone Targely
dtnohioed despte ther
subeantdl gromth. The
LS hae gained & remarks-
tle g peroant shursofthe
global dry fruit marke in
‘ndis, making sgnifica?
inroads wi ;,\f drawing
much regsance o sru-
ting.

Indis growing wor
s over tradks and tarifh
stem from the LS mmpes-
g tarifie on key products
st 35 gtesl aned alums
notth, Thase mesine
hawe cauea] distugitions
in. Indir's rm.uu&,.{\zu:i
sacter, petantially hirde
ing its long-trm gromth.
The ommpix frade rels
tonship between the bro
natics hes som 1 hift
where nmng imports fom
the U8 am anpacting
warbcas sctves of the In-
diuty sconiny, Tndio hus
wiied qucetts about the
img el m);lom:m:

rade imbghine
@, whn:h omld threaten
dotnestic indnstes by

- | US-India Trade Tensions
Escalate Amid Import Surge

forpessing dependenve o
JSimparts::

& strileng emphe of
this ghift i Lhe replas
wat < taditend] dy
it supgliers, wuch 52
Hdgharastan and Iram, by
the US: Afghan snd Tra-
nign almends, wilnuts,
i pistuchicg, knioavn férr
Hhir higlh il pentent and
superie nuftind vl
g, havs been emdnally
supplanted by Ameican
countsrperta, The prafe-
e for largarsizad nus,
d wiith Jower laiffs
oy UB dmpetts, hae Jod
Tolian  ovesumens--par-
tieutarly thess who are
halth-commrions=to  fi
sy Americin producks,
Howerr, the peroeption
cf thesa proucts a8 supe-
nor i driven mere bysiza
than by actual quality or
nutriticeial banefits, A5 o
il the Tudisn msrkat
for muts hus grown tocwer
41 bilkos, with & sgti-
cant share being oomered
'ty U8 gu;;ryinag A small

nub impts
#la comes from Atigtral-
{a, cominbsiting betwsm 7
and e parsnl of thetotal
supply fillewing recent
tradeayisments.

“Ihis etwgs I inparts
bt ey g:nm I?; in-
CREIY  ccnsumer e
maned and limitsd diomes-
e podidion. Tudi's
indigenous almcnd pre-
duntion. for the 202425
pmicd s estimated b
be arcund 4150 tonnes,
wherees ﬂ}eﬁmmd has

skgrocketad, prompting
imparts of nau’i’y 1.0 likh
tonnes. Acpordig b the
US Dipertment of Ag-
nieulturs, the rise in U8
protts b Tolls i part of
:xfa:ga‘ aribsy & doa-
fnats the Indie market,
It from Caongis-bassd
{FTRI showvs that abmend
tmparte by Indla how

grown 55 limes gince
2008, Pstacdio impocte
have: aleo seen @ sharp in-
craue, rising from 4400
bemtes 019, 5o lontesin
2031 Of th= totul abmend
Illl s wrni\ 08
ilica, izl

mg to e millinof the
total $151.5 million. Cons-
paritiesly, Tun's share in
pistachio sxperts to Jndih

vamaiiy margndl s 88
pem;n.shn o pistachi-
& pee dghily mare o
patiticn, with 33 pmamt
cceming froe A

while waltmts ara Mzgel 7
aupplisd by Chile (85
pereant) and Afghanstan
(g1 peromth The US
eoufributes anly 6.0 per-
cented Tndid'steital walnut
impeets, smounting b
#146 million of the letal
$86.6 nullicn.

The treasing pressnos
of TS agnciliral prod-
u(winIndMnxesulm'a

orchestrated gtritagy
hal has boan m)filmg
for ever-a ducads; Sinos
th  Indo-U8  nuclesr
disl in 2007, mecsive
Ameican adinjetra-
tics have been working
to mersasz UB eapats
to Indis through varius
m-xxu.mdurﬁn taiffne
gidintions and ;*lvmahl:
MAnSUVETR. 5
aw tads rd:asﬁfﬁ:
i)cq\aid Trum hw# caly
osder strategy.
T has take & cane
frontaticsill  approach
toward India's trads p:l
i, oflan lnldrnz, Inr-
country s the i
In & peomt tarvisw with
USteasd Bratist Naws,
Trump stated, “T have 3
wry good relaticnship
witt Thaliors they
are gotng toe probalily low-

ar ‘those ik wibstan-
tally, but en Agril 2 we
will b charging e seme.
tariff as: they charge ue”

This gabment sigpets
that Tndia s Tikely to faos
inereased press:
I ’.'Sgo:dsdnlnn g
nificantivpeducsd tarife.

Whiils Trump's sidmin-
um&u has aggrespiwdy
. for gresler mar

a0cems, i1 38 mmportant
to mote that this trsnd
pradates his aure, Bren
durdtg Jos B
minstrates
sstematioally w—rﬁ:( o
opand Americe exports
t both davdopirg and
developed  markets, -
diyding the Burkpesn Ln-
fon, A ey oompenent of
thes stmErg;y-has e fob
biing for peduced tanifls
and the mplmentstics
of facilitative policies that
fiver US produdts. The
U8 Persign Agricultural
S«swe fﬁﬁbh < divisica
= 11§ Department of
Agnmlnm (USDA), has
Fest acly bt
anhancing markst eppor-
tmities for Amarican g
rieultural producesz. The
lifting of retulitory tanf
by India in Sspeinbe
sng’!, whidh wers crig
trall ly impresd in 201G
hag Rarther tolsersd 18
exports of - almonds,
ples, - cliickpas; Imup-
ad waltats, fe 4 vasill,
e FAS now pradicts that
U8 almond experts to In-
da el s aq:mmd
rowth in 202425 Sim-
ﬁarl,r 18 apple axpods;
had dropped to
millicn in 2022 due
- retaliatery i, have
the potantial to fise sig-
nifisntly to B50-§80
mllion.

Thig sccanmic e)g.ige
trent Peteen Inda and
the US, bowaver, 1 nat
limited o agrioultural

prodinds T endinds fo 2
wide ranige of sadw,
cluding tachucky, phar-
maowficale, and d-ammr
The luck of rspact foc
mulilit=d  atitutione
like the Weald ‘Trade Or-
ganizaticn and the Unitel
Nations hoe- anakied the
18 1 adopt mon direct
trade bucties, Inchiding oo
ardion and anm-twisfing
siriozios. This sxtends
defanse

!eﬂmaby snch 18 F~15
stlth
wts that In s has ‘llﬂﬂ
inimodiate need for—and
mched  high-impect
makeling  cumpagng
that peetticer Armerican
produds = premlion
chictoes. In  partioular,
the marketing strat
amployd \:v;E Arn:-g-:\
dry frut supphers haws
significantly  nfiuanoed
oonstiner peancaption, By
ng.ng i e:r'fmn—m
8 leands
e positioned Califoe
nisn ahmonde and cthe
ar products 28 supanoy
teaith fonds, despibe the
fact’ that ‘Adian wiiefiss,
incitding thoes frorn fran
and Afghanistan, ofta of-
for bettor nutritional valus
of Iowae prices.

The Indian  powsn-
ment, led by Commas
Ssstury Sanil Bation-
4 hasa:hmvdtd:aes‘lha

oy

NWLLI the US luh h.zs
denied recking sy final
sgresments o tantk. On
Mardh 10; Barthwal -m-
formed o parliumentary
pand that  dionssiins
ware giill i progrss
Hemeer, {mclia's cormmit-
mant to despening frade
tieverth the US impliss:
that further conseswns
may o mads, chening
inces docre for American
tmpoarts.

The chalbige for Ine

dlis lies in comntéring this
growing tmade fmbaaos
and safeguarding i dor
mestic indusrien The
US D camfully stidied
the Indian markest and
aeiuted  pephlsticated
ampgns o promct
tta gocels. The refranding
of Amonsn dry fruits as
;Pmum Ialth ;miu-
and the sprssvr mar
ksting effcate of US
aa deycosaie ﬁ
trade strategies axtend be-
nid amipls bl nepoti-
ims '!‘}Epméxms for
USpreducts e supenar
Asian ounterpartu high-
lights the «fFactiensss of
thes: csmpagna, further
undatiocring  the nesd
for idia to resvaluats its
trade pelicies.

“Tematrtain & balanoed
trade redatenship, Indis
mig Geko  oubi-
Tesuns K probit il
market and regulats o
ports «fEchively, This re
quires stratege diphmat-
i efforts, comprebiansne
aocnerie st and
ecllgborations with infar-
naticonl frads crgania-
tions In 3n incrsanngly
globalised 2maemy, sue-
ceafilly muvgnhrg: the
prassures mpoes] by
dominent tredlog part-
tir Jike the [ dmands
a mulfifsosed spprossh
thiat xrmpcrele; m—de
pelicy refome, ocnsimer
awarsum initatives, and

Bveryihing dearly re-
Hacts. TT reflgcte when
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anthae sarne page, life i
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Tiourish yoursalf avary-
day s you fight & bt
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sl averyday, afjust

softness and. thoughts  wath yourse avervd
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tha world to see, be-  save yoursalf evaryda

ase evarything that
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us you spend poursalf
averyday, praise your-
sl sveryday a5’ pou
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me_arman self avery day g
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UP Woman daughter
murdered in
Gorakhpur home

Goralchpur (UP)
Awoman and her 10-year-
old daughter were brutally
murdered inside their horme
here allegedly by some peo-
ple from their village, police
said on Sunday.

The woman's 18-year-
old daughter Klnshbie, who
was sleeping in a separate
room and locked herself
inside t save herself, recog-
nised the attackers' voices
and identified them as San-
jay, his father and others
wholive in thesame village,

they said.

The incident happened
late Saturday night in Shiv-
pur Chakdaha village.
Poonam Nishad (40) and
her younger daughter
Anushka were asleep when
they were brutally attacked
with sharp-edged weapons
by the accused, they said.

Inher statement, Khush-
bu daimed that Sanjay's
father instructed the group
to kill her as well, but they
fled after she told them that
she had called the police,
they said

Khushbu rushed out after
the attackers left and found
her mother and sister lying
inapool of blood. Poonam
died on the spot, while

[ TP STORY, Deri, Manoar 21 Miscs 2025

Haryana CM Saini flags off marathon in Sonipat
urges youngsters to stay away from drugs

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

calthy individu-

als can foster a

healthy society,

Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
said on Sunday. as heurged
voungsters to adopt a
healthy lifestyle and stay
away from drugs.

Flagging off a marathon
in Spnipat, the chief minis-
ter said its purpose was to
keep the body healthy so
that the state and the coun-
try could progress at a
greater pace.

A number of school and
college students, voung ath-
letes, police personnel and
senior citizens participat-
ed in the marathon held in
three categories of five, 10
and 21 kilometres.

This marathon is to create
awareness towards sports
and mobil i i
drugs, Saini said.

"It is a matter of joy that
thousands are taking partin

this marathon ... Participa-
tion in such events sends a
good message to society
and citizens, children and
youngsters get inspiration
from it," he added.
Healthy individuals can
foster a healthy society and
a robust society is the cor-
nerstone of a country and a
state's development and
progress, Saini said. "Our
aim is to make Haryana
drugs-free by making peo-
ple aware."
Extending his greetings

Probe in Sanjivani Society case
has stopped since BJP came to
power in Rajasthan: Gehlot

Anushka bed toin- Jaipur
Jjuries during treatment, the Former Rajasthan chief

police said.

SP (North) Jitendra Sri-
vastava stated. "Forensic
teams have gathered evi-
dence and suspects have
been detained for ques-
Honing.”

“We are analyzing call
records and CCTV footage
to establish the exact se-
quence of events, Further
investigations are under-
way," he said.

The bodies have been
sent for post-mortem ex-
amination, he added.

Law is for everyone

who is in dire need of

it: Justice Surya Kant

Shimla

Law is mot just for those
who can afford it, but any-
one who s in direneed of it,
Supreme Court of India
Judge Justice Surya Kant
saidl here on Sunday.

He was addressing the
second convocation cere-
mony of the Himachal
Pradesh National Law Uni-
versity (HPNLU) held at
the Judicial Academy.

Justice Surya Kant en-
couraged students to push
beyond their limits, em-
phasising that success re-
quires determination and
intelligence. He alsaspoke
about self-doubt, integrity
and continuous growth,
some of the challenges
faced by law students.

During the ceremony,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said that studying
law instils confidence in
people, regardless of their
chosen field.

"Lalso eamned a law de-
gree from HPU, but I nev-
er practised. 1T was inter-
ested in politics and social
service and with the bless-
ings of the people of the
state, I have the opportu-
nity to serve the state to-
day," he said.

Sukhu said the real chal-
lenges in life begin after
obtaining a degree and that
true knowledge comes from
experience.

During the ceremony,
the Degree of Doctor of
Laws, Honoris Causa, was
conferred upon Justice
Sanjay Karol, Judge of the
Supreme Court of India
and Justice Rajeev Shakd-
har, Former Chief Justice of
the Himachal Pradesh High
Court, in recognition of
their contributions to the
feld of law.

Atotal of 451 students re-
ceived their degrees, in-
cluding 114 from the BA
LLB programme, 111 from
the BBA LLB programme,
211 from the LLM pro-
gramme and 15 doctoral
candidates awarded PhD
degrees.

minister Ashok Gehlot on
Sunday alleged that after
the BJP government came
to power in the state, i
vestigation into the Sar
vani Credit Cooperative So-
clety scam has almost come
toahalt.

He said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Co-
operative Minister Amit
Shah and Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma should
take cognizance of the mat-
ter.

The scam, under probe
sinee 2019, pertains to San=
jivani Credit Society de-

he said.

Gehlot said that after
ED attached Adarsh Soci-
ety's properties on April 8,
2019, officials in Sirohi ini-
tiated the process of trans-
ferring many lands in the
name of the liguidator in
2024 and 2025 without the
agency's permission.

He said Sirohi officials
auctioned 22 bighas of land
at one~fourth the market
rate without ED's permis-
sion.

"This shows that BJP
leaders and state govern-
ment officials were togeth-
er in doing injustice to the
investors." he said in a post

frauding tl ds of in-
vestors to the tune of Rs
900 crore,

Gehlot also pointed out
irregularities in the Adarsh
Credit Co-operative Socie-
ty scam case.
darsh Credit Co-oper-
ative Society cheated peo-
ple in many states includ-
ing Rajasthan and Gujarat,
and looted their hard-
earned money. The En-
forcement Directorate (ED)
attached several proper-
ties acquired from this loot-
ed money, so that the legal
process could be complet-
ed and the money could
be returned to investors.”

on mierobl site X.
"Similarly, after the BJP
government came to pow-
erin the state, the investi-
gation of the Sanjivani So-
ciety case has also almost
stopped. The SOG (special
operations group) is no
longer considering many
people as accused,” he said.
"Lurge the Prime Minis-
ter, Cooperative Minister
and Chief Minister to take
cognizance of these finan-
cial irregularities being
committed and take action
to provide justice to the
victims of s es like
Adarsh and Sanjivani in
Rajasthan,” Gehlot added.

on Navratri, the chief min-

ister said, "Today, on this
auspicious occasion, we
must return from here with
the resolution that we will
never indulge in drug ad-
dietion."

Mission teams have been
formed at the village, ward
and state level to combat the
drugs menace, he said. "We
will also ensure the partic-
ipation of gram panchayats
and sarpanchs in this cam-
paign against drug abuse
so that we can eradicate the

scourge from every village."

A programme has also
been started at the school,
college and academic insti-
tution level, he added.

He later honoured the
winners of the marathon
and administered an oath to
the youngsters on staying
offdrugs.

Saini congratulated all
participants  in  the
marathon, saying involve-
ment in such events sent a
positive message to society.

“To further Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Fit India
Movement, Haryana has
consistently  promoted
marathons, sports, yoga and
Raahgiri initiatives, the
chief mimister said.

Saini underscored the
movement's goal of making
fitness a fundamental aspect
of daily life.

The prime minister's pro-
motion of yoga, especially
with June 21 being observed
as International Yoga Day,
has greatly contributed to

Uttar Pradesh's Crime Rate

Drops: A Success Story

Lucknow
Under Chief Minister Yogi
fitness, he Adityanath’s leadership, Ut-
said. tar Pradesh has witnessed
He encouraged the un- historic improvements in
nersto inspiretheir families  law and order over the past

and neighboursto embrace
fitness, affirming the gov-
ernment's commitment to
prioritising public health.

Themarathon was part of
Haryana Uday, launched in
June 2023 and aimed at
fostering public welfare
through community en-
gagement.

The chief minister prom-
ised to organise more such
events, including initiatives
focused on conperation be-
tween police and the public,
Raahgiri, cyclothons, sports
competitions in crime-af-
fected areas, and de-addic-
ton campaigns.

The BJP's state chief Mo-
han Lal Badoli, Haryana
minister Arvind Sharma,
Sonipat MLA  Nikhil
Madaan and Sonipat May-
or Rajiv Jain, among others,
were present on the occa-
sion.

eight years. Since 2017,
heinous crimes such as da-
coity, robbery, riots, murder,
kidnapping, and rape have
plummeted by up to 85%.
The government's zero-tol-
erance policy has signifi-
cantly enhanced security
across the state, tightening
the erackdown on mafia net-
works and criminal ele-
ments.

According to police
records, robbery incidents
have dropped by 84.41%

“The Yogi government has
also launched large-scale
operations against mafias,
gangsters, and land grab-
bers, seizing illegal assets
worth over Rs 142 billion.
Cases have been registered
against 68 mafialeadersand
their 1,500 associates, with
617 criminals arrested and
the Gangster Act imposed on
752 offenders.

During Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath's tenure,

compared to 2016, while  Uttar Pradesh has advanced
loot cases have declined by in development and set a
7743%. A similar i new k in law en-
hasbeenobservedincrimes  forcement. Combining an
like kidnapping, dowry-re-  active police force, techno-
lated murders, and rape. logical advancements, and
The proactive approach stringent laws have dis-
oflaw backed tled criminal k
bymodern surveillance tech-  ensuring a safer environ-
niques like CCTV monitor-  ment for every citizen—one
ing has been instrumentalin~ of the government's most
apprehending eriminals. significant achievements.
Rajasthan’s

Akhilesh slams BJP govt over economic crisis, business policies

Lucknow
fjwadi Party'’s national
president and former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister,
Akhilesh Yadav, strongly
criticized the BJP govern-
ment, alleging that the coun-
try is trapped in an eco-
nomic crisis under its rule.
Addressing a program or-
ganized by the Tapasya
Foundation Trust for small
businessmen and entrepre-
neurs at Hotel Taj in Luc-
know, Yadav claimed that
the BJP's flawed economic
policies have severely im-
pacted the business sector.

As the chief guest at the
event, Yadav accused the
BIP government of destroy-
ing the banking sector, fore-
ing banks into mergers, and
rendering the ease of doing
business ineffective. He
claimed that corruption,
crime, and commission have
overtaken business opera-
tions, and that GSTand TDS
have entangled the entire
business sector. He further
asserted that the govern-
ment has failed to promote
‘Make in India,’ instead al-
lowing China to dominate
manufacturing,

The Samajwadi Party
leader aceused the BJP of
creating business opportu-
nities only for a select few,
while inflation and unem-
ployment continue to rise.
He criticized the govern-
ment's claim of India being

the third-largest economy,
pointing out that 8o crore
people still rely on govern-
ment ration. Yadav ques-
tioned the per capita income
of these ¢itizens and con-
demned the BJP’s econom-
ic policies as a complete fail-
ure, stating that unemploy-
ment is at an all-time high
and that youth lack job op-
portunities.

Yadav also expressed con-
cerns over the neglect of
women in business and
trade, delayed payments in
the MSME sector, and alack
ofsupport for agriculture. He
assured that a Samajwadi
government would simplify
business policies and en-
sure security, respect, and
business opportunities for
women.

Lashing out at the BJIP
government for presenting
misleading statistics, Yadav
claimed that developmen-
talwork has stalled under its
rule. He highlighted the

MP Chahar thanks PM Modi for declaring
national holiday on Dr. Ambedkar Jayanti

Aakash Jain
a
In a historic move, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
declared a national public
holiday on the birth an-
niversary of Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar, a decision that
has been met with wide-
spread appreciation, partic-
ularly from the Dalit com-
munity. Expressing his grat-
itude, Fatehpur Sikri MP
and National President of
the Kisan Morcha, Rajku-
mar Chahar, lauded the
Prime Minister for fulfilling
a long-standing demand of
millions across the country,

MP Rajkumar Cha-
har emphasized

MP Rajkumar Chatarem- - that the declara-
phasized that the declara- . f il 14
tionof April 14 asa national 1O of Apri as
holiday underscores thegov- @ national holiday
emment's commitment to
the values and contributions underscores‘the
of Dr. Ambedkar. "This de- 8 S
cision reflects the Modigov-  commitment to

emment's dedication to en-
suring that Baba Saheb's
dreams and nationalist res-
olutions are realized,” he
stated.

He further pointed out
that the demand for a na-
tional holiday on Dr. Ambed-
kar’s birth anniversary had
been pending for many years.
"Prime Minister Modi has
fulfilled this long-standing
demand, and this move has
won the hearts of the Dalit

the values and
contributions of
Dr. Ambedkar.

community,” headded. Cha-
har asserted that the cur-
rent government is taking
significant steps to protect
the rights of Dalits, unlike
previous administrations,
which, according to him, had
not addressed their concerns
in such a comprehensive

manner.
This year, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has an-
nounced grand celebrations
to honor Dr. Ambedkar's
birth anniversary. Nation-
wide programs are being
planned at the state, district,
and provincial levels to pay
tribute to the architect of the
Indian Constitution. The par-
ty has urged all its members
and the general public toac-
tively participate in the cele-
brations by decorating Dr.
Ambedkar’s memorials and
commemorating his invalu-
able contributions to society.
Chahar reiterated that Dr.
Ambedkar's vision and work
have paved the way for Dalit
empowerment. "It is because
of the Constitution drafted by
Baba Saheb that Dalityouth
today live with dignity and

are making significant con-
fributions in various fields"
hesaid.

The decision to declare
April 14 as a national holiday
isbeing hailed as a significant
step toward speial inclusion
and recognition of Dr.
Ambedkar’s lifelong struggle
for justice and equality. P
litical analysts believe that
this move will further solid-
ify the BJP's support base
among Dalits and reaffirm
the party’s commitment to
Ambedkar’s principles of so-
cial justice and empower-
ment.

The announcement has
sparked enthusiasm among
supporters and social ac-
tivists, who see this asa long-
overdue recognition of Dr.
Ambedkar’s immense con-
tributions to the nation. As
India prepares to celebrate
his legacy with renewed fer-
vor, the decision is expected
to strengthen the socio-po-
litical fabric of the country,
fostering greater unity and
respect for his ideals.

With the national holiday
now in place, citizens across
the country will have the op-
portunity to reflect on Dr.
Ambedkar’s contributions
and continue working to-
ward an India that embodies
his vision of equality, justice,
and fraternity.

Agra-Lucknow Expressway
as a key achievement of the
Samajwadi government,
with markets set up along its
sides for farmers' benefit
and an ajrstrip built for mil-
itary fighter jets. He also
mentioned that the con-
struction of the Purvanchal
Expressway began under his
leadership.

Calling the BJP govern-
ment an “Expressway of
Lies,” Yadav mocked its
claim of constructing 17 ex-
pressways in Uttar Pradesh.
Healleged corruption in the
Bundelkhand Expressway
project, which reportedly
collapsed soon after its in-
auguration. Furthermore,
hedismissed BJP's claim of
a%40 lakh crore investment,
stating that no substantial
projects have materialized
on the ground.

Yadav urged attendees to
unite in ensuring the victo-
1y of the Samajwadi Party in
the 2027 Assembly elections,

promoting the party’s Posi-
tive Development Agenda
(PDA) as opposed to BIP's
“Negative Development
Agenda.” He highlighted the
achievements of the Sama-
jwadi government in Uttar
Pradesh, including the de-
velopment of IT City in Lue-
know, an international sta-
dium, medical colleges, hos-
pitals, nmiversities, and four-
lane roads connecting dis-
tricts and tehsils. He also
pointed to initiatives such as
the Gomti Riverfront devel-
opment, laptop distribution
for students, and market es-
tablishments for farmers.

The event was also ad-
dressed by Samajwadi Par-
ty's national general secre-
tary, Shivpal Singh Yadav,
who emphasized the need
for simplified business op-
etations through measures
such as a single-window
clearance system, tax bene-
fits, MSME support, and la-
borlaw reforms.

Amang the notable atten-
dees were Tapasya Founda-
tion Trust's founder, Pooja
Khilwani, gnide Pt. Sunil
Kumar Vashistha, and pa-
trons Nitin Kohli and Sham-
mi Bohra. Former cabinet
minister Rajendra Chaud-
hary, Samajwadi Mahila
Sabha mational president
JuhiSingh, and general sec-
retary Meenakshi Agrawal
were also present at the
event.

legacy enriches
our nation:
Arunachal Guv

Ttanaga
Arunachal Pradesh Gov-
emor Lt Gen (Retd) K T
Parnaik on Sunday praised
the people of Rajasthan
for their contributions to
Arunachal Pradesh’s de-
velopmient and unwavering
efforts in preserving and
sharing their cultural her-
itage.

"Rajasthan’s history is
not just the pride of the
state butan integral part of
India's glorious heritage,
defined by valour, patriot-
ism, and rich traditions,”
the governor said at a spe-
cial celebration held at Raj
Bhavan here, to mark Ra-
jasthan Foundation Day.

The event, organised in
the spirit of 'Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat', sym-
bolised cultural harmo-
ny, reinforcing the deep-
rooted connections be-
tween the people of Ra-
jasthan and Arunachal
Pradesh, a Raj Bhavan re-
lease stated.

Parnaik emphasised the
importance of celebrating
the foundation days of dif-
ferent states, highlighting
how such events foster
national unity, goodwill,
and stronger inter-state
tes.

Ayodhya witnesses massive devotee
turnout on first day of Chaitra Navratri

Ayodhya

With elaborate security
arrangements in place by
the Yogi government, thon-
sands of devotees thronged
the historic temples of Ayo=
dhya to offer prayers on the
first day of Navratii. From
the early hours of the morm-
ing, long queues of wor-
shippers were seen at vari-
ous temples, seeking the
blessings of Goddess
Shailputri.

Mujor temples, including
Badi Devkali, the Kuldevi
(family deity) of Lord Ram,
and Chhoti Devkali, the
Kuldevi of Goddess Sita, wit-
nessed an overwhelming in-
flux of devotees eager for
darshan.

Chants of "Jai Mata Di"
echoed throughout the sa-
cred city as devotees com-
menced the nine-day festival
by performing Kalash Stha-
pana (sacred urn installa-
tion) in their homes, mark-
ing the arrival of the God-
dess. By dawn, temple prem-
ises were abuzz with activi-
ty, as crowds gathered, fill-
ing the atmosphere with de-
votional songs and Vedie
chants.

At Badi Devkali Temple,
devotees patiently waited
for hours to seek the bless-
ings of Lord Ram's Kuldevi,
while at Chhoti Devkali
Temple, the devotion to-

wards Goddess Sita’s Kulde-
vi was evident in the over-
whelming turnout. Wor-
shippers offered flowers,
prasad, and heartfelt prayers
at the feet of the Goddess,
expressing their unwavering
faith. Many devotees ob-
served a fast on the first
day, performing special rit-
uals to honor the oceasion.

‘The temples in Ayodhya
were beautifully decorated
with flowers and colorful
lights. On the auspicious oc-
casion of Nav Samvatsar
2082 (Chaitra Shukla Prati-
pada), devotees offered
Arghya (water oblation) to
the rising sun in the sacred
Saravu River. praying for
peace and prosperity in Ay-
odhya. Warm wishes and
greetings were exchanged
to mark the beginning of
the new Hindu year.

After offering prayers at

L
It

the Devi temples, devotees
visited Ram Mandir and
Hanuman Garhi, where
large crowds continued to
gather late into the night.
Since it was a Sunday, the
Janmabhoomi Path was
packed with devotees. By
the evening, major loeations
like Lata Chowk and Ram Ki
Paidi also witnessed a heavy
rush of devotees.

With both Navratri and
the upcoming Ram Navami
celebrations, the adminis-
tration has made extensive
security and erowd man-
agement arrangements, A
strong police presence, in-
cuding a special deploy-
ment of women officers, en-
sures the safety and con-
venience of women devo-
tees, Barricades and queue
management systems have
been set up to regulate the
crowd effectively.
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Starc’s five-for, Du Plessis’ fifty
propel DC to second straight win

Visakhapatnam

af Du Plessis” excellent fifty

and Mitchell Starc’s five-wick-

et haul were the lead acts in

Delhi Capitals’ comprehen-
sive seven-wicket win over Sunrisers
Hyderabad in the IPL match here on
Sunday.

Du Plessis (50, 27b, 334, 3%6) added
81 runs with hisopening partner Jake
Fraser-MeGurk (38, 32b) as the Cap-
itals overhauled Hyderabad’s inade-
quate 163 all outin 16 overs, for their
second win on the trot.

Once DC openers made a quick
start off the block, the result was nev-
er in doubt, but their approach was
vastly different.

Du Plessis wound the clock back
with same stunning shots, such as a
straight six off Pat Cummins,

But at ather end, McGurk was strug-
gling for his timing, partly because of
his exaggerated back-lift and partly be-
cause of his desire to hit all the ball out
ofthe park.

However, his senior partner was
willing to do the heavy-lifting and
brought up his fifty in 26 balls.

The South African thus became the
third go-plus batter to scorea 50 inthe
1PL after Adam Gilchrist and Chris
Gayle.

But the alliance was snapped when
debutant leg-spinner Zeeshan Ansari
(3/42) dismissed Du Plessis, who de-
parted after Wiaan Mulder took a
brilliant running catch to the join the
list of stunning eatehers in the evening,

‘The impressive 25-year-old Ansan,

GT showed us how
to bowl on that
wicket: Boult

Mumbai Indians’ 5
Boult said the Gu

at the Narendra Modi Stadium and
successfully tied up the M1 batters by
l.ﬂu.ug the pace off the ball.

Thy

IPL match after posting 196 for eight
here on Saturday, as dew did not
come into the picture.

“Good tactics from the opposition.
Ifyou have those options to do that, it
obviously makes gense, but T don't
think we'll be using it as an excuse,”
Boult said at the post-mateh |

who once was a part of lm.lm Under-
19 World Cup squad which also had
Rishabh Pant, Ishan Kishan und Wash-
ington Sundar back in the day, soon got
tidl of MeGurk and KL Rahul in quick
succession to reduce DC to 115 for three
in the 12th over but that was not even
enough to create artificial excitement.
Abhishek Porel (34 not out, 18 balls)
and Tristan Stubbs (21 not out, 14
ballg) joined for a s1-run stand for the
fourth wicket to push SRH to fheir see-
ond suceessive defeat in this IPL.
Earlier, Aniket Verma made a free-
flowing 74 off 41 balls (5x4, 6x6) but
their excessive aggression and five-
wicket man Starc foreed Sunrisers

Hyderabad to settle for a woefully
sub-par 163 all out.
il owed how to capitalise a

ed innings but there were not many
takers for that route in the Sunrisers
camp,
The Hyderabad side’s beginning it-
self was flawed, losing four wickets in
the Power Play thal carned them 58
runs.

Abhishek Shirma barely heeded to
Travis Head's call for a single and
started late, only to see Vipraj Nigam's
underarm throw rattling the stumps
before he crossed the crease,

Head himself did not last too long.

Sanjay Manjrekar on Mumbai Indians'

performance against Gularat Titans

New Delhi
Following the clash against the Gu-
jarat Titans in the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025, former Indian
cricketer Sanjay Manjrekar shared
his thoughts on the Mumbai Indians'
performance i the ninth game of the
ongoing 18th edition of the cash-rich
league.

bowling spells by Prasidh Kr-
ishna and Mohammed Siraj and a
half-century by Sai Sudharsan were the
highlights as the Gujarat Titans de-
feated the Mumbai Indians by 36
tuns at Narendra Modi Stadium in
Ahmedabad on Saturday.

With this win, GT has added two
points to the tally. Also, they contin-
ue their impeceable rd of 4-0
against MTat Abmedabad, improving
their overall head-to-head record to 4-
2

"Mumbai Indians didn't Took at the
race when they lost two wickets for 35.
In comparison, the Gujaral Titans
had around 129 runsfor their first two
wickets. After that, it seemed like
Tilak Varma and Suryakumar Yaday
were trying to build a partnership. The

ference.

“There are players in our team that
have played all over the country onall
different types of wickets. So, in all hon-
esty, just an off game tonight, 1 thought
they (G serapped their way 10 a
good tatal and they showed ushow to
bowl on that wicket. So full eredit to
them,” Boult added.

The track used for the game was

lack sail instead of the red one, but the
seasaned Kiwi refused to use it as an
exeuse.

“I think it was just good thinking of
using home tacties to your advan-
tage. Obviously, there should be an ade
vantage for the home team. But like 1
, not an excuse from our point of
view. We understood the wicket was
black soil and L don't think we just did-
n't adjust nicely enough,” Boult said.

Set a challenging target of 197, M1
were stopped at 160 for sixin their al-
lotted 20 overs.

“Well, they got 36 more runs than us.
That's what went wrong, | think we can
Just be 1'or 2 percent better. They took
the paceout of the ball, making the hat-
ters play big shots combined with
seoreboard pressure, that's just good
ericket” Boult also coneeded that their
team was not up to the standards on
the field.

“I think the fielding is & part of the
game that can never be excused. 1 think
we'realite bit off the field today. Take
acatch there on theboundary. Save a
couple of boundaries. You know,
there's maybe 2001 30 Tuns there. So,
yeah, time to move on and look for-
ward to doing that,” Boult said.

Uenge with building a partnership
in a chase of over 190 is that the re-
quired nm rate starts to suffer, and
that's exactly what happened. In the
end, you have to say that the Gujarat
Titans batted better—1 thought they got
maybe 15 o 20 runs over par. The dew
never camein, which made Mumbai's

jobeven more difficult. But despite all
that, twalosses are quite typical for the
Mumbai Indians. They still seem to be
on the right track to go on and win the
title,” Sanjay Manjiekar said while
speaking to JioHotstar.

Coming to the match, MI won the
toss and opted to bowl first.

GT openers Shubman Gill (38 in 27
balls, with four boundaries and a six)
and Sai Sudarshan put the team to a
fine start with d—a -run \[dil(l Amrlh-

arsh:
balls, with five fours and a .
darshan played a solid knock of 63 in
41 balls, with four boundaries and two
sixes. From 179/4, GT suffered a mini-
collapse towards the end as they were
restricted 10 196/8 in 20 overs.

Skipper Hardik Pandya (2/29) was
the pick of the bowlers for MI, while
Trent Boult, Deepuk Chahar, Majeel
ur Rahman and Satyanarayana Raju
each took a wicket.

The left-hander wanted to steer his
Australian teammate Mitchell Starc
34) over the wicketkeeper's head
hu: the feeble edge nestled in the
hands of Rahul.

1t was the sixth time Stare dismissed
Head across all approved competi-
tions.

In his previous over, Stare struck
twice to jettison Ishan Kishan (2) and
Nitish Kumar Reddy (0) to reduce
SRH to 25 for three.

Kishan tried to cut a pacy delivery
but offered a simple catch to Tristan
Stubbs at deep backward point, while
Nitish's pull off anoff-cutter ended in
the hands of Axar Patel at mid-on.

But Aniket held the stumbling SRH
innings together through a 77-run al-
liance with Heinrich Klaasen (32, 19b)
until the latter fell to a brilliant catch
hy Nigam off Mohit Sharma (1/25).

Aniket, waited for spinners to come
into attack and Axar was his favoured
whipping boy — smacking him for
four sixes in'all.

The year-old from Madhya
Pradesh, who was dropped on six by
Porel off Axar, fetched his fifty off 34
balls, his first in a naseent four-mateh
IPL career.

The right-hander scored runs at a
strike-rate of 194 against the spinners,
and was more cautious against pacers
bt still struck them around at 148,
Aniket looked set for a hundred but
Fraser-MeGurk's athletic catch, which
was a feature of Delhi's fielding onthe
day, in the deep off Kuldeep Yaday
(3/22) ended his stint.

Australia announce
action-packed 2025/26
home season fixtures

Melbourne
Cricket Australia on Sunday announced
a hlockbuster schedule forthe men and
women's senior teams for the upeom-
ing 2025/26 home season

The men's team will face South
Africa in August this year for three
Tzols and as many ODIs.

Laterin the year, they will host India
for three ODIs and the first-ever five-
match T20I series between the two
cricketing powerhouses, as per 1CC.

These eight T2ols will come in handy

s Australia prepares for the [CC Men's
J' 20 World Cup 2026, which will be co-
hosted by India and Sri Lanka.

‘The highlight of the Australian sum-
merwill be the Ashes, where Pat Cumi-
mins’s Australin will look to defend the
trophy that they have held since the
2017-18 series against Ben Stokes's
England.

The women's team will host India for
a multi-format tour in February next

year, featuring three T2ols, three ODIs,
and a solitary Test.

Cricket Australia CEO Todd Green-
Derg expressed his excitement about the
upcoming international season, high-
lighting its historic significance and
strong rivalries.

"We are excited to announce the
schedule for what will be another in-
credible international season including
the grand history and intense rivalry of
the Ashes, the fantastic box office ap-
peal of the India men's and women's
teams and a return o some iconic
tourist locations in northern Australia
for the white ball series against South
Africa.

“We smashed many records for at-
tendance, viewing andiences and dig-
ital engagement last summer, and we
are confident that this incredible mo-
mestum will continue throughout what
promises to be an engrossing season,”
headded.

Rohit has to push himself every morning because
things are slipping away: Sanjay Manjrekar

Sanjay Manjrekar feels for-
mer Mumbai Indians skipper Rohit
Sharma is "going through a phase”.
According to' Manjrekar, Rohit has
reached a stage where he has to “push
himsell" every morning and train
hard because things are slipping
away.

Ithasn't been a fairytale start to the
18th edition of the Indian Preniier
League (IPL) 2025 for the seasoned
Indian opener. Rohit, who is going 1o
turn 38 next month, was left inagony
by Chennai Super Kings' quick
Khaleel Ahmesl.

in the pulsating 1PL's "El Clasico’
clash, Khaleel cut short Rohit's stayon
the crease fora four-ball duck. Dur-
ing MT's second game of the season on
Saturday, Rohit fell for 8(4) against
the Gujarat Titans.

"Rohit Sharma is clearly going
through a phase. He's not the Rohit
three to four years
stage in his career
where he has to push himself every
morning - train hard and be at his best
- becanse things are slipping away for
him. He's still relying on his natural
talent and instincts," Manjrekar said
onJioStar.

Rohit’s lean patch jsn't limited to
the cash-rich league. Even in the in-
ternational circuit, he is suffering

Pandya fined Rs 12 lakh for slow over-rate as Ml
suffer second consecutive defeat in IPL 2025

Ahmedabad (Gujarat)
Mumbai Indians (M) captain Hardik
Pandya hasbeen fined INR 12 lakh for
maintaining a slow over-rate during
their Indian Premier League (IPL)
2025 match against Gujarat Titans
(GT) on Saturday night in Ahmed-
abad, as per ESPNericinfo.

This was MI's second match-and
second defeat—of the season, but
Hardik's first appearance, as he had to
serve asuspension for the team'’s open-
ing fixture. The suspension stemmed
from MI's slow over-rate in their final
game of IPL 2024 against Lucknow Su-
per Giants (LSG). However, M1 and
Hardik avoided a harsher penalty this
time, as the IPL has removed the rule
enforcing bans for repeated oyer-rate vi-
olations. Instead. teams now face maon-
etary fines and in-game field restric-
tons.

This was the first slow over-rate
penalty of IPL 2025 and was issued af-
ter the ninth game of the season.

ML, fielding a pace-heavy attack with
Trent Boult, Deepak Chahar, Satya-
narayana Raju, and Hardik himself, ex-

ceaded the allotted time to complete
their overs.

Coming to the match, MT won the
toss and opted to bowl first.

GT apeners Shubman Gill (381
balls, with four boundaries and a si
and.Sai Sudarshan put theteam to afine

sturt with a 78-run stand. Another
half-century stand came between Su-
darshan and Jos Buttler (390 in 24
balls; with five fours and a six), Sudar-
shan played a solid knock of 63 in 41
s, with four boundaries and two six-
om 179/4, GT suffered & mini-col-
towardsthe end as they were re-
stricted to 196/8 in 20 ov

Skipper Hardik Pandva (2/20) was
the pick of the bowlers for MI, while
Trent Boult, Deepak Chahar, Mujeeb ur
Rahman and Satyanarayana Raju each
took a wicket.

In the run chaseof 197 runs, MTlost
Rohit Sharma (8) and Ryan Rickel

. lak

bals, with three fours and a six) and
Suryakiimar Yadav (48 in 28 halls,
with & four and four sixes) tried fight-
ing it out for MI with a 62-run stand.
Following their dismissal, M1 lost their
way and were restricted to 160/ 6in 20
overs.

Prasidh Krishna (2/18) and Mo-
hammed Sita) (2
bowlers for GT.
Kishore also got a wicket each.

from an elongated pateh of dry spell
with his bat. His dreadful runin the
Test format began with Bangladesh’s
tour of India in September 2024 and
continued until the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, Throughout this phase, Ro-
hit's top score stood at 52 as he gar-
nered runs at an average of 10.93.

Evenin India's successful run in the
Champions Trophy, Rohit consis-
tently provided quick-fire starts but
couldn't convert them into the desired
big numbers. His sole fifty in the
tournament arrived in the final as he
blazed his way to 76 against New
Zedland, paving the way for India to
lift the coveted title.

In the 18th edition of the tourny-
ment, MI began their campaign with
two defeats on the trot. Rohit has

found a new opening partner in South
African batter Ryan Rickelton, who
has also toiled hard for runs.

Manjrekar believes Rickelton needs
time to adjust to the Indian pitches,
but overall, he isn't convineed about
MI's batting order,

"Ryan Rickelton, being a South
African, will take time to adjust to In-
dian pitches." he said. "Very few
South African batters, barring AR de
Villiers and Heinrich Klaasen, have
truly flourished on Indian pitches. So
we'll have to give him time," he said.
"Apart from that, Tilak Varma and
Suryakumar Yadav, dlong with Robin
Minz and some of the other players,
form the batting lineup. However, to
me, it still looks a little unconvincing,”
he added.

Gulveer Singh sets new 10000m
national record at The Ten 2025

California
Dunng The Ten 2025 athletics meet at
San Juan Capistrano in the USA on
Saturday, India’s Gulveer Singh broke
his own record and created a new na-
tional record in the men’s 10000m
event, as per Olympies.com.

The 26-year-old Indian athlete
clocked an impressive 27:00.225 to fin-
ish sixth in a highly competitive field
at the JSerra Catholie High School
track.

The rce was won by Ishmael Kip-
Frui (26:50.21), who broke the NCAA
record. Habtom Samuel finished sec-
ond with 26:51.06 while Adrian Wild-
schutt secured third place in 2
The Ten is a World Athleties Conti-
nental Tour silver-level meet.

Gulveer's new mark improved upon
his previous national record of
7:14.88, which heset at the Hachio-
ji Long Distance 2024 event in Japan.
His latest feat saw him shave off 14.66
seconds from his old record.

The Indian runner’s time at The Ten
was alsp agonisingly close to the au-
tomatic qualifying standard for the

World Athletics Championships 2025,
which stands at 27:00.00 - just 0.2z
seconds faster than Gulveer's finish.

However, Gulveer comfortably
breached the entry standard for the
Asian Athletics Championships 2025,
is setat 29.33.268 by the Ath-
s Federation of India (AFT).

Final selection in the Indian team for
the continental championships sched-
uled in Gumi, Republic of Korea, how-
ever, is subject to the AFT's diseretion.

Gulyeer's new personal best places
him third in the fist of best times
clocked by Asian runners in thc
10000m, Onh Qatar's Ahmid an
Abdullah and Nicholas Kemboi are
ahead of him.
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Pakistan's
Balochistan
govt bans night
travel on key
highways

The government in Pa-
kistan's  Balochistan
province has banned
night-time travel
across several key na-
tional highways amid
a worsening law and
order situation in the
area where multiple
terrorist attacks oc-
curred on vehicles in
recent weeks.

The volatile prov-
ince faced several tar-
eted attacks on ve-

icles when gunmen
stopped the traffic on
higgways and killed
passengers after
checking their_identi-
ties. The ethnic Pun-
jabis have been the
target of such attacks.

District commis-
sioners of Kachhi,
Zhob, Gwadar, Nush-
ki and Musakhail dis-
tricts issued a noti-
fication on Friday to
prohibit travel on key
national highways
from 6 pm to 6 am.

The ban covers sev-
eral highways, includ-
ing the Quetta-Taftan
Road, Loralai-Dera
Ghazi Khan Road, Sibi
Road, Coastal High-
way, and Zhob-Dera
Ismail Khan Road.

For about two dec-
ades, Balochistan has
been in the grip of vi-
olence by ethnic Ba-
loch extremists who
attack the armed forc-
es dominated by the
Punjabis.

The rebels allege
that the forces were
helping the federal
government to exploit
minerals in the prov-
ince, a charge refuted
by the authorities.
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12 terrorists killed in drone strikes by
Pakistani forces nine civilian deaths

Peshawar:

welve  terrorists
have been killed
while nine civilians

lost their lives when se-
curity forces conducted
drone attacks on mili-
tant hideouts in the res-
tive Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province of Pakistan.

The "counter-terror-
ism operation” on Sat-
urday morning targeted
terrorists’ hideouts in
the remote hilltop area
of Katlang in the Mardan
distriet, a provincial gov-
ernment statement said.

Rescue 1122 spokes-
man Muhammad Abbas
told PTT they shifted sev-
en men and two wom-
en to Mardan Medical
Complex from a protest
site on the Mardan-Swat
Motorway on the in-
structions of the district
deputy commissioner.

The spokesman said
the bodies were beyond
recognition and were
badly mutilated.

Locals from the area
claimed those killed
were shepherds from
Swat district.

The spokesman said
locals in protest placed
the bodies on the mo-
torway and closed it for
afew hours. It was, how-
ever, reopened after ne-
gotiations.

The spokesman said
the bodies after negoti-
ations were handed over
to Rescue Service 1122
for DNA tests.

Another official said
12 terrorists were killed
during the operation.

Mohsin Bagqir, a mil-
itant with a bounty
of PKR 7 million on
his head, and his sec-
ond-in-command  Ab-
bas, with a bounty of
PKR 5 million, were
killed in the operation.
The statement issued
on Saturday said the
operation was based on
"credible  intelligence"
about armed militants
using the location as
a hideout and transit

said "sever-
al high-value targets
linked to ongoing mili-
tant activities in the re-
gion" were killed in the
operation.
"Unfortunately, sub-
sequent reports have
confirmed the presence
of non-combatants, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, at the periphery of
the target zone, resulting
in tragic civilian casual-

Taliban leader says there is no need
for Western laws in Afghanistan

_ Kabul:
The Taliban leader said
on Sunday there was no
need for Western laws in
and that de-

The “counter-
terrorism operation"
on Saturday morning
targeted  terrorists'
hideouts in  the
remote hilltop area of
Katlang in the Mardan
district, a provincial
government
statement said. I

mocracy was dead as long
as sharia laws are in effect.

Hibatullah  Akhundza-
da made the comments
in a sermon marking the
Islamic holiday of Eid
Al-Fitr, in the southern
city of Kandahar's Eidgah
Mosque. The 50-minute
audio of his message was
published on X by the

ties,

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur said the death
of civilians during the
operation was highly
condemnable and tragic.

Terming it an "excru-
ciating and regretta-
ble development”, the
statement said every ef-
fort was made to avoid
any "collateral dam-
age"

IIowe»er, the com-
plex terrain, the delib-
erate tactics of mili-
tants to embed within
civilian  populations,
and the fog of war can
sometimes lead to un-
intended consequenc-
es," it added.

Taliban  government's
chief spok Zabihul-
" the statement said.  lah Mujahid.

“There is no need for
laws that originate from
the West. We will create
our own laws,” Akhun-
dzada said, speaking in
Pashto, while emphasiz-
ing the importance of Is-
lamic laws.

The Taliban's interpre-
tation of sharia has led to
bans on Afghan women
and girls, who have been
excluded them from ed-
ucation, many jobs and
most public spaces. Such
measures have isolated
the Taliban on the world
stage, although they have
established ~ diplomatic
ties with countries in-
cluding China and the
United Arab Emirates.

Akhundzada has taken
a stronger hand in direct-
ing policy since the Tali-
ban seized control of the
country in 2021, despite
some officials initially
promising a more moder-
ate rule.

Akhundzada on Sun-
day eriticized the West,
saying non-believers had
united against Muslims
and that the US and oth-
ers were united in their
hostility toward Islam,
citing the Israel-llamas
war in Gaza.

Democracy had come
to an end in Afghanistan
and sharia was in effect,
he said, adding that sup-
porters of democracy
were trying to separate
the people from the Tali-
ban government.

The Taliban have no
credible opposition in-
side or outside the coun-
try, but some senior
ﬁgures within the admin-
istration have criticized
the leadership's deci-
sion-making process and
concentration of power in
Akhundzada's circle.

Some Taliban want
greater engagement with
the international commu-
nity and scrapping harsh-
er policies to attract more
outside support.

Iran has rejected direct negotiations with US in response to Trump's letter

Dubai:

Iran's president said on

Sunday that Tehran had
rejected  direct negoti-
ations with the United
States in response to
a letter from President
Donald Trump over its
rapidly advancing nuclear
programme.

The remarks from
President Masoud
Pezeshkian represent-
ed the first official
acknowledgment of
how TIran responded
to Trump's letter. It
also suggests that ten-
sions may further rise

between Tehran and
‘Washington.

S
Pezeshkian sais
though the possibility

of direct negotiations
between the two sides
has been rejected in
this response, it has
been emphasised that
the path for indirect
negotiations remains
open.”

It's unclear, how-
ever, whether Trump
would accept indirect
negotiations. Indirect
negotiations for years
since Trump initially
withdrew America from
Tehran's nuclear deal
with world powers in
2018 have been unsuc-
cessful.

Trump's overture
comes as both Israel
and the United States
have warned they will
never let Tran acquire
a nuclear weapon,
leading to fears of a
military confronta-
tion as Tehran enrich-
es uranium at near
weapons-grade levels
— something only done
by atomic-armed na-
tions.

Iran has long main-
tained its program is
for peaceful purposes,
even as its officials
increasingly threaten

to pursue the bomb as
tensions are high with
the US over its sanc-
tions and after the col-
lapse of a ceasefire in
Israel's war against Ha-
mas in the Gaza Strip.
Since  Trump  re-
turned to the White
House, his administra-
tion has consistently
said that Iran must be
prevented from acquir-
ing nuclear weapons.
A report in February,
however, by the UN's
nuclear watchdog said
Iran has accelerated
its production of near

weapons-grade urani-
um.

Trump's first term in
office was marked by a
particularly  troubled
period in relations with
Tehran. In 2018, he
unilaterally withdrew
the United States from
Iran's nuclear deal with
world powers, leading
to sanctions hobbling
Iran's economy. Iran
retaliated with attacks
at sea — including one
that it likely carried out
and that temporarily
halved Saudi Arabia's
oil production.

Shriram Finance aims to cross
Rs 3 lakh crore in assets in FY26

New Delhi:
Shriram Finance Ltd,
the flagship company
of diversified conglom-
erate Shriram Group,
is set to cross Rs 3 lakh
crore in assets during
the next financial year
starting April 1 with
loan growth of 15 per
cent.

"We expect 15 per
cent credit growth for
FY26 if the GDP grows
at 6.5 per cent. Usual-
ly, loan growth is more
than 2 times of the GDP.
Higher the GDP growth,
hxgher is the demand for
loan," Shriram Finance
executive vice chairman
Umesh G Revankar said.

Asked about the asset
book target, he said, it
should cross Rs 3 lakh
crore in FY26 and this
financial year would

close over Rs 2.5 lakh
crore.
Shriram Finance

would end the current
financial year with 18
per cent credit growth
although the guidance
was 15 per cent, he
said, adding, the com-
pany has exceeded its

target.

If the economy picks
up, he said, the compa-
ny would do better than
the guidance.

For example, he said,
the company can easily
grow its credit at 18 per
cent if the GDP growth
is more than 6.5 per
cent.

Apart from the MSME
financing, the focus
would be on green fi-
nancing including elec-
tric vehicles.

Earlier this month,
Shriram Finance se-
cured USD 306 million
in funding from var-
ious mu]tllaterﬂ and

India's merchandise exports may fall
slightly to USD 435 billion in 2024-25: GTRI

New Delhi:

he country's mer-

chandise exports,

which have been
contracting since Octo-
ber last year, are expect-
ed to decline slightly by
the end of this fiscal year
and fall below USD 435
billion, think tank GTRI
said on Sunday.

Exports dipped 10.85
per cent in February to
USD 36.91 billion due to
volatility in petroleum
prices and global uncer-
tainties.

"At this rate, India's

bilateral
financial institutions
including the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB).
The latest facility,
availed under the com-
pany's Social Finance
Framework, saw par-
ticipation from leading
global financial institu-
tions, including ADB,
Japan  International
Cooperation  Agency
(JICA), and Exim Bank
of India (EXIM) with a
long tenor financing.

total mer dise ex-
ports for FY'2025 are
expected to be below
USD 435 billion, slight-
ly lower than USD 437.1
billion in
Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) Found-
er Ajay Srivastava said.

During  April-Febru-
ary 2024-25, the exports
stood at USD 395.63
billion as against USD
395.38 billion in the
corresponding period of
2023-24.

Key sectors that re-
corded negative growth
both in February and
cumulatively include pe-
troleum products, gems
and jewellery, ceramic
products and glassware,
oil seeds, oil meals, and
iron ore.

These sectors are fac-
ing consistent declines,
indicating the need for
strategic  interventions
to support recovery,
Srivastava said.

In the petroleum
products  sector, ex-
ports fell 29.23 per cent

in February 2025 and
25.56 per cent over 11
months, primarily due
to a drop of 7.8 per cent
in global crude oil pric-
es from USD 83.

barrel in February 2024
to USD 77 per barrel in

February 2025.

"A recovery in this
sector will depend on
global oil price trends
and increased refining
efficiency to maintain
margins," he said.

He added that engi-
neering goods, India's
largest export segment,
saw an 8.62 per cent de-
cline in February 2025,
though it recorded a
7.97 per cent increase
over 11 months.

To support this sec-
tor, the government can
provide low-cost export
credit to reduce finan-
cial pressure on export-
ers, and offer technol-
ogy upgrade incentives
to boost productivity
and efficiency, Srivas-

ta\'a said.
1

Forex Reserves
Surge to USD
658.8 Billion

New Del
After cement, billionaire
Gautam Adani's group
and Kumar Mangalam
Birla's Aditya Birla
Group are set for a face-
off in the wires and cable
business with both con-
glomerates announcing
forays into the high dou-
ble-digit growth sector.
In less than a month,
both groups -- who have
been fiercely competing
in the cement sector by
snapping smaller play-
ers -- announced their
entry into the wires and
cables segment, which
is dominated largely by
unorganised players and
some smaller compa-
nies,
The entry of the two
bxg players will inten-

ing tar-
geted pohcy measures,
the government can
help stabilise strug-
gling sectors and im-
prove overall export
performance, ensuring
India remains compet-
itive in the global trade
market, he added.

Malabar Group Awarded Scholarships to 2190 Girl Students across 7 states in North region

New Delhi:
Malabar Group, a lead-
ing Indian business
conglomerate and the
parent company of Mal-
abar Gold & Diamonds,
reinforced its dedica-
tion to empowering
young women through
education by awarding
scholarships to 2,190
deserving girl students
at Bharat Mandapam,
Pragati Maidan, New
Delhi. The beneficiaries
from 73 schools across
seven states—Bihar,
Chandigarh, Haryana,
Delhi NCR, Punjab, Ut-
tar Pradesh, and Uttara-
khand—are a testament
to the company's com-
mitment to fostering ac-
ademic opportunities in
the northern region.

A total of Rs.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF
2,190 SCHOLARSHIPS,

1,81,41,000 was distrib-
uted to support the edu-
cation of these students,

MALABAR

CHARITABLE TRUST

enabling them to pursue
their academic aspira-
tions without financial

EMPOWERING EDUCATION
EMPOWERING WOMANHOOD

constraints.
The scholarship dis-
tribution ceremony was

graced by Chief Guest
Shri Harsh Malhotra,
Honourable Union
Minister of State in the
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs; and Ministry
of Road Transport and
Highways India. His
presence highlighted the
vital role of collective ef-
forts in leveraging edu-
cation as a powerful tool
for empowerment and
social progress.
Speaking about the in-
itiative, MP Ahammed,
Chairman, Malabar
Group, said, "At Mala-
bar Group, we believe
that education is the
cornerstone of progress,
and empowering young
women through learn-
ing paves the way for a
brighter future. These
scholarships go beyond

financial ~ assistance—
they are an investment
in the aspirations and
potential of deserving
students. By supporting
their academic journey,
we aim to create a ripple
effect of positive change,
ensuring that no talented
girl is deprived of oppor-
tunities due to financial
constraints."

Since its establishment
in 1999, the Malabar
Charitable Trust has been
at the forefront of nu-
merous social welfare in-
itiatives. Malabar Group
dedicates 5% of its annual
profits to CSR activities,
focusing on education,
healthcare, environmen-
tal inability, an

ship initiative under the
Group’s CSR framework,
continues to bridge ed-
ucational gaps for mar-
ginalized communities.
By fostering academic
opportunities for young
girls, Malabar Group
aims to create a ripple
effect of progress that
extends beyond individu-
als to families and entire
communities.

This scholarship distri-
bution in Delhi is part of
Malabar Group’s broad-
er mission to support
education and skill de-
velopment across India.
Through sustained initia-
tives, the Malabar Group
remains committed to

poverty alleviation.
The Malabar Scholar-
ship Programme, a flag-

ing future gen-
erations and fostering
an inclusive, educated
society.

sif ion in the
wires and cables indus-
try, which posted 13 per
cent compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) in
revenue between FY19
and FY24 and is mi-
grating towards an or-
ganised branded mar-
ket.

This was evident
as sensing disruption
from these deep pock-
ets, share prices of listed
players in the wires and
cable segments slumped
a day after March 19,
when Adani Enterprises
informed bourses of en-
tering the segment.

Share price of Polycab
India, aleader in the seg-
ment, and KEI Indus-
tries reported 52-week
lows on March 20. Sim-
ilarly, shares of Havells
also went down 5 per
cent and while Finolex
Cables was down 4 per
cent the next day.

Terming wires & ca-
bles "ideal segment for
a new entrant with deep
pockets”, JM Financials
has said, "This is an in-
dustry where no single
player commands more
than 15 per cent share in
wires and 20 per cent in
cables."
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