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144 dead, over 700 injured
in Myanmar earthquake

B The building in the north of the Thai capital was reduced to a tangle of rubble and twisted metal in

seconds after the 7.7- magmtude quake, which had its epicentre in Myanmar.

BANGKOK

powerful

AE

yanmar and
neighboring  Thailand
on Friday, destroying
buildings, a bridge and
a dam. At least 144 peo-
ple were killed in Myan-
mar, where photos and
video from two hard-hit
cities showed extensive
damage. At least eight
died in the Thai capital,
where a high-rise under
construction collapsed.

The 7.7 magnitude
quake, with an epicenter
near Mandalay, Myan-
mar ‘s second largest
city, struck at midday
and was followed by a
strong 6.4 magnitude af-
tershock.

The full extent of
death, injury and de-
struction was not imme-
diately clear, particularly
in Myanmar, one of the
world’s poorest coun-
tries. It is embroiled in
a civil war and informa-
tion is tightly controlled.

The head of Myan-
mar's military govern-
ment said in the tele-
vised speech on Friday
evening that at least 144

carth-
rocked

people were killed and
730 others were injured.
“The death toll and
injuries are expected to
rise,” Senior Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing said.

India is ready to offer
“all p s

to Myanmar and Thai-
land, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said Fri-
day.

“Praying for the safety
and wellbeing of every-
one,” Modi wrote on
social media platform
X. “India stands ready

to offer all possible
sistance. In this regard,
asked our authorities to
be on standby.”

The Indian Embas-
sy in Thailand said that
they are closely moni-
toring the situation. “Af-
ter powerful earthquake
tremors recorded in
Bangkok and in other
parts of Thailand, the
Embassy is closely mon-
itoring the situation in
coordination with the
Thai authori So far,
no untoward incident

SC’s big backing for free speech,

quashes FIR against Congress MP

New Delhi
he Supreme Court
Ton Friday said
words of a poem
recited in the back-
ground of a clip upload-
ed by Congress MP Im-
ran Pratapgarhi did not
promote disharmony or
hatred but encouraged
people to desist from re-
sorting to violence and
face injustice with love.
In an affidavit before
the Gujarat High Court,
the Congress leader said
the poem in question,
based on publicly availa-
ble information, includ-
ing searches on ChatGPT,
belonged to either Faiz
Ahmed Faiz or Habib Jal-
ib.

The video carried the
recitation of a poem
uploaded on X by the
Congress MP and it was
alleged to carry words

|52 e

nothing to do with reli-
gion, caste, community or
any particular group.
“The poem's words do
not bring about or pro-
mote disharmony or feel-
ings of hatred or ill-will.
1t only seeks to challenge
the injustice made by the
ruler. It is impossible to
say that the words used

that pitted
against one another aside
from hurting religious
sentiments.

A hench of Justices Ab-
hay S Oka and Ujjal Bhu-
van said the poem had

by the 1 disturb
or are likely to disturb
public tranquility,” the
bench said.

‘The court went on, “By
no stretch of imagina-
tion, does it promote en-

mity between different
groups. We fail to under-
stand how the statements
therein are detrimental to
national unity and how
the statements will affect
national unity. On its
plain reading, the poem
does not purport to affect
anyone’s religious feel-
ings.”

Referring to Section
196 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, the
court said neither clause
(a) nor clause (b) of the
provision are attracted.

Agency

mvolwng any Indian cit-
izen has been reported.
In case of any emergen-
cy, Indian nationals in
Thailand are advised to
contact the emergency
number +66 618819218.
All members of the Indi-
an Embassy in Bangkok
and Consulate in Chiang
Mai are safe,” the embas-
sy said in a post on ‘X’
Photos from the capi-
tal of Naypyidaw showed
multiple buildings used
to house civil servants
destroyed by the quake,

and rescue crews pulling
victims from the rubble.

Myanmar’s  govern-
ment said blood was
in high demand in the
hardest-hit areas. Im-
ages of buckled and
cracked roads in Man-
dalay and damaged
highways as well as the
collapse of a bridge and
dam raised further con-
cerns about how rescu-
ers would even reach
some areas in a coun-
try already enduring a
widespread humanitari-
an crisis.

Near Bangkok's pop-
ular Chatuchak market,
a 33-story building un-
der construction, with a
crane on top, crumpled
into a cloud of dust, and
onlockers could be seen
screaming and running
in a video posted on so-
cial media.

The sound of sirens
echoed throughout cen-
tral Bangkok and ve-
hicles filled the streets,
leaving some of the city’s
already congested streets
gridlocked. The elevated
rapid transit system and
subway shut down.
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Delhi judge in cash
row transferred to
Allahabad HC

New Delhi/Prayagraj
government
riday notified
the transfer of
Delhi High Court judge
Yashwant Varma to his
parent Allahabad High
Court, the order coming
amid a row over alleged
discovery of a huge
amount of cash from his
official residence here.
The law ministry is-
sued the notification an-
nouncing his transfer.
Recommending  his
repatriation to the gov-
ernment on Monday,
the Supreme Court Col-
legium had asserted the
move was separate from
an in-house probe or-
dered hy the top court
over the alleged discov-
ery of cash from Justice
Varma'’s residence after
a fire incident around
11.35 on the night of
Holi, March 14.
Following the incident,
Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna had di-
rected the Delhi High
Court to withdraw judi-
cial work from the judge.
On Friday, the Su-
preme Court said the
chief justice of the Alla-
habad High Court was
asked not to assign any
judicial work for now to
Justice Varma upon as-
suming charge there.
“The chief justice of Al-

®

SC rejects plea seeking
FIR in cash recovery incident

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
rejecting a plea

for FIR into the
alleged discovery of
burnt cash wads from
the official residence of
Delhi High Court judge
Yashwant Varma has
brought into focus its
1991 verdict virtually
granting immunity to
Judges.

A five-judge Consti-
tution bench in the K
Veeraswami v. Union of
India, directed no crim-
inal case should be reg-
istered against a judge
of the high court, chief
justice of a high court or
a judge of the Supreme
Court unless the chief
justice of India was con-
sulted in the matter.

Under the Constitu-
tion, only President and
Governors are granted
immunity from criminal
prosecution.

The 1991 verdict
granted a virtual immu-

Kunal Kamra granted anticipatory
bail in Shinde remark case

Chennai

lhe Madras high
court on Friday
granted  interim

anticipatory bail to co-
median Kunal Kamra,
who is facing the heat
over his jokes on Ma-
harashtra deputy Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.

The court granted
Kamra the relief on the
condition that he should
execute a bond to the
satisfaction of the judi-
cial magistrate at Vanur
in Villupuram district in
Tamil Nadu.

Justice Sunder Mohan
also issued notice to 2nd
Respondent  (R2-Khar
Police) and posted the

matter to April 7.

Kamra had submitted
he moved to Tamil Nadu
from Mumbai in 2021
and has been “ordinari-

Iy a resident of this state
since then” and that
he feared arrest by the
Mumbai police.

The judge noted the

petitioner, who is resid-
ing in Villupuram dis-
trict, apprehends arrest
in the case registered
on the file of R-2 against

m.

Counsel for the peti-
tioner submitted that
the allegation against
the petitioner was that
he made certain remarks
in a standup comedy on
deputy Chief Minister,
called “Naya Bharath.”

According to the pros-
ecution it harmed the
reputation of the deputy
CM.

Counsel further sub-
mitted that the allega-
tion does not warrant
custodial interrogation.

He was unable to seek
anticipatory bail in Ma-
harashtra.

Counsel for the peti-
tioner submitted that
a life threat was made
against him by party-
men and the ministers.
He sought anticipatory
bail to enable him to ap-
proach court in Mahar-
ashtra.

Citing a judgment of
the Supreme Court, the
judge said the petitioner
prima facie satisfied as
to why he was unable to
approach a court in Ma-
harashtra immediately.
Hence, he directed issu-
ing notice to R 2.

Agency

nity to judges of consti-
tutional courts and held,

“...no criminal case shall

be registered .,.against
Judge of the High Court,
Chief Justice of High
Court or Judge of the
Supreme Court unless
the CJ1 is consulted...”

It added, “Due re-
gard must be given by
the Government to the
opinion expressed by
the Chief Justice. If
the Chief Justice is of

opinion that it is not a
fit case for proceeding
under the Act, the case
shall not be registered.
If the CJI himself is the
person against whom
the allegations of crim-
inal misconduct are re-
ceived the Government
shall consult any other
Judge or Judges of the
sC.”

On Friday, a bench
headed by Justice Abhay
S Oka termed as “pre-

lahabad High Court for
the time being has been
asked not to assign any
judicial work to Justice
Yashwant Varma, when
he assumes charge as a
judge of the Allahabad
High Court,” an apex
court press release said.
In a related devel-
opment, the Bar As-
sociation president in
Prayagraj on Friday
strongly criticised the
transfer of Justice Var-
ma to the Allahabad
High Court and called
it the “darkest day for
India’s judiciary” and
announced that the as-
sociation’s members will
boycott the swearing-in
ceremony.

On March 21, the Su-
preme Court said Delhi
High Court Chief Jus-
tice D K Upadhyaya had
initiated an in-house
inquiry against Justice
Varma and there was
a separate proposal to
transfer the judge.

Agency

HIGHLIGHT

m A bench headed by
Justice Abhay S Oka
termed as “prema-
ture” the plea against
Justice Varma and said
an in-house inquiry
was in progress and
there would be sever-
al options open to the
CJ\ after probe’s con-
clusion.

mature” the plea against
Justice Varma and said
an in-house inquiry was
in progress and there
would be several options
open to the CJI after
probe’s conclusion.

While dealing with
a case of alleged sexu-
al harassment, the top
court in 2014 laid down
the in-house procedure
to probe allegations
against a judge of consti-
tutional courts.

Agency

HC orders CBI to submit police diary
in RG Kar doctor s murder case

Kolkata

he Calcutta high
court on Friday
directed the Cen-

tral Bureau of Inves-
tigation to submit the
case diary initially pre-
pared by the Kolkata po-
lice in connection with
the rape-murder of an
on-duty doctor at RG
Kar Medical College and
Hospital.

A single-judge bench
of Justice Tirthankar
Ghosh also instructed
the CBI to present a list
of individuals inter-
viewed in the case at the
next hearing scheduled
for April 23.

The CBI submitted a
sealed status report on
its ongoing probe into
the incident, where the

doctor’s body was dis-
covered in the seminar
room of the hospital on
August 9, 2024.

The court had trans-
ferred the case from
Kolkata Police to the
CBI on August 13.

The CBI counsel said
he also brought the
case diary as directed
by the court during the
previous hearing.

During the hearing,

lhc court inquired
whether the crime in-
volved gang rape and if
the CBI had identified
additional suspects.

Deputy solicitor
general Rajdeep Ma-
jumdar, appearing for
the CBI, said the case
did not fall under Sec-
tion 70 (gang rape) of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).

Agency




144 dead, over
700 injured

in Myanmar
earthquake
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While the area where
the quakestruckis prone
to earthquakes, Lhey are
usually not so big and
it is rare for them to be
felt in the Thai capital,
which sits on a river del-
ta and is at moderate
risk for quakes.

April Kanichawanakul,
who works in an office
building in Bangkok, in-
itially didn’t even realize
it was an earthquake,
the first she'd ever expe-
rienced. “I just thought I
was dizzy,” she said.

She and her colleagues
ran downstairs from the
toth floor of their build-
ing and waited outside
for a signal that it was
safe to go back in.

In Bangkok, at least
three people were killed
in the building collapse
and 90 were missing,
according to Defense
Minister Phumtham
Wechayachai. He of-
fered no more details
about the ongoing res-
cue efforts but first re-
sponders said that seven
people had been rescued
so far from the area.

AdutContact:
9818199041
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Northeast charts its path to become leading
engine of India’s growth: Jyotiraditya Scindia

TSN/New Delhi:

he North East re-
gion is all set to
emerge as the “eco-

nomic engine” of the
nation as it is no longer
just adopting new digi-
lal technologies but also
leading the way in na-
lions growing economic
expansion.

“The northeast region
has seen major devel-
opment activities under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
including expanding air,
road and rail connectivity
and waterways. At pres-
ent the North East has 17
airports and is also well
connected digitally ** said
Mr Jyotiraditya Scindia,
Union Minister Minister
of Communications and
Minister for Develop-
ment of the North East-
ern  Region (DoNER)
while speaking at the 41st
annual session of FIC-
CI Ladies Orgnaisation
(FLO) the apex body of
business women in the
country .

“Each of the eight
states of the north-
east embodies unique
strengths, resources and
opportunities, making
this region an invaluable
asset in India’s growth
story. Most of its villag-

es are already connected
but by August -Septem-
ber this year all villages
will be digitally con-
nected with 4G through
the Bharatnet program”
said Mr Scindia.

“The government with
an investment of about
US § 16 billion is set-
ting up broadband dig-
ital highway which in-
cludes installing 27,000
cell towers out of which
15000 have already
been installed and the
process expected to be
completed by August
-September this  year
will connect each inch of
the country with broad
band and every single
village in North East
with 4G connectivity “

XLRI Concludes Placements for Class
of 2023-25 with Over 600 Offers

New Delhi:

XLRI, one of India’s
leadmg premier busi-
ness schools, has suc-
cessfully completed the
final recruitment pro-
cess for the gradualing
class of 2023-25 across
its two-year PGDM
(BM) and PGDM (HRM)
programs.

A lotal of 501 students
participated in the re-
cruitment process, with
172 recruiting entities
offering over 600 do-
mestic and 2 interna-
tional offers. Notably,
Pre-Placement  Offers
(PPOs) were extended to
34.17% of the cohort, a
testament to the excep-
tional talent and skills of
XLRI's students.

Fr. S George, Director,
XLRI congratulated and
appreciated all the stu-
dents for this achieve-
ment. He said, “We are
thrilled to see our stu-
dents excel in the place-
ment process, securing
impressive offers from
leading  organizations
across  diverse  sectors.
This achievement reflects
the rigorous acadenic
currieulum, industry-rel-
evant training, and the
unwavering  dedication
of our faculty and staff in
preparing our studenls
for successful careers.”

The median sala-
ry offered to the batch
stood at INR 29 lakhs
per annum, with
top 1oth and 25th per-
centile averages being
INR 52.03 lakhs and
INR 44.35 lakhs per an-
num, respectively. The
average salary offered to
the batch stood at INR
31.08 lakhs per annum,
with the highest interna-
tional offer standing at
INR 1.10 Crores and the
highest domestic offer of
INR 75 lakhs per annum.

Fr. Dr. K. S. Casimir,
Director of XLRI Del-
hi-NCR, expressed his
enthusiasm for the out-
going cohort and com-
mented, “The strong
placement outcomes
this year reflect XLRI's
commitment to aca-
demic excellence and
industry relevance. De-
spite challenging market
conditions, our students
have demonstrated ex-
ceptional capability and
resilience, securing op-
portunities across diverse
sectors. The school’s fo-
cus on holistic develop-
ment, ethical leadership,
and  industry-relevant
curriculum  has consist-
eritly produced graduates
who are sought after by
leading  organizations
worldwide. We are grate-

ful to our recruiting part-
ners for their continued
trust in XLRI's talent
pool.”

The final placements
for XLRI's PGDM (BM)
and PGDM (HRM) pro-
grams saw strong par-
ticipation from top-tier
companies across indus-
tries, reaffirming the in-
stitute's reputation as a
Jeading talent hub. Con-
sulting remained a dom-
inant sector, with firms
like BCG, Bain & Com-
pany, McKinsey and Ac-
centure Strategy making
significant offers. The
BFSI sector saw partic-
ipation from Goldman
Sachs, Citi, Barclays
and Kotak Mahindra
Bank, offering roles in
investment b: g, as-
set management, and
fintech. In FMCG and
manufacturing, industry
giants like Hindustan
Unilever, ITC, P&G, and
Tata Steel continued
their strong association
with XLRI, The tech-
nology and e-commerce
sectors remained robust,
with Amazon, Microsoft,
Flipkart and Meesho ac-
tively recruiting.

XLRI's reputation for
excellence in manage-
ment education and its
strong industry connec-
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{ WOMENAS THE ARCHITECTS OF VIKS|
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the minister said,

“Women have been
always been central part
of our existence from
knowledge to trade as
‘well as fabric of our na-
tions existence. Even
our rivers symbol of
feminine force from
Narmada, Ganga, Yamu-
na to Kaveri they are all
symbol of motherhood.
Similarly women have
shaped our policies and
have been part of eco-
nomic progress * said

Mr Scindia.
“In our history our
women have always

been brave fighters and
ru]era as Rani Durga-
vati in Madhya Pradesh
bravely fought against
mughals , Rani Gaidinliu

revolted against British
in North East . Similarly
Sunita william's , hon-
ourable President Mur-
mu , Tulsi Gabbard are
fine examples of women
leading . The drone didi
scheme |

dra Modi has set an ex-
ample towards women
empowerment * he said
“Women in North East
have been fast o use
Digital connectivity for

northeast
has  seen
development
activities under the
leadership of Prime
Minister  Narendra
Modi including
expanding air, road
and rail connectivity
and waterwa)

North Eastern Region.
They are sel Kiwis

and other agri-products
world wide through this
app” the minister said .
The minister unveiled
a White Paper - Frame-
work for Transformative
Action: Enabling Wom-
en,  Entrepreneurship
in Northeast India and
a Coffee Table Book -
Seeds of Change: Wom-
en Entreprencurs Culti-
vating Northeast India's
Entrepreneurial Future.
“In the words of our
hon'ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi,
“When women prosper,
the world prospers. The

increasing b they
are using North East Re-
gion Agri Commodity
E-Connect (NERACE)
launched by government
with an aim to i

‘ment
of women fuels growth
and the most effective
way to empower women

erment of its women.”
Said Ms Joyshree Das
Verma , President FIC-
CI Ladies Organisation
(FLO) speaking on the
occasion

“As our country ad-
vances towards becom-
ing a global economic
powerhouse, the inclu-
sion and active partici-
pation of women in this
journey is not just nec-
essary—it is imperative.
The government has
taken significant slndes
in fostering women'’s en-
trepreneurship through
financial suppon, skill
development,
ing initiatives. The \oth-
east, under the leadership
of PM Modi, has emerged
as a focal point of de-
velopment. The govern-
ment is implementing
the mantra of ‘Act East,
Act Fast, and Act First'
to accelerate the region’s
growth.”said Ms Verma
who herself is from the
NorthEast.

The impact of FLO's
initiatives  has  been
far-reaching,  touching
the lives of women across
diverse sectors. This year,
Iy im-

is thruugh a n

T

farmers and sellers,
enhancing  agricultur-
al connectivity in the

The development of our
nation is intrinsically
linked to the empow-

5,041 wom-
en, including FLO mem-
bers and women at large
acroas India .

DME Media School Hosts MediaConnect HR

Conclave 2025 lemg Landscape in the Age of Al

oida:
DME Meaa Schoal,

collaboration with 1ts
Training and Placement
Cell, successfully host-
ed the MediaConnect
HR Conclave 2025, a
thought-provoking pan-
el discussion on “Hiring
Landscape in the Age of
Al".

The event brought to-
gether HR leaders and
media  professionals
to diseuss the evolving
job market, AT's role in
recruitment, and how

aspiring  profession-
als can navigate these
changes.

The session was com-
menced by Ms. Garima
Jain (Co-Convenor,
MediaConnect), who
welcomed the distin-
guished guests and
panelists.

In her opening ad-
dress, Dr. Parul Mehra,
HOD, of DME Media
School, emphasized the
crucial role of HR in hir-
ing and shaping industry
professionals. She high-
lighted that DME Media
School not only imparts
technical expertise but
also instills ethical val-
ues and industry princi-
ples, preparing students
to face real-world chal-
lenges.

The interactive ses-

AICTE Chairman releases Book
‘The Road ahead 2.0’ on Al

New Delhi:

The Education Promo-

tion Society for India
(EPSI), an association
of Indian universities,
organized a grand book
release event at PHD
Chamber House lo un-

veil The Road Ahcad
2.0, a seminal work on
Artificial Intelligence

(Al). The book, authored
by Prof. T.G. Sitharam,
Chairman of AICTE, and
co-authored by Shri Yogi
Kochar, an Al evange-
list and Founder of the
YOL Happiness Foun-
dation, was launched in
the presence of distin-
guished  academicians
and industry experts.
‘The event witnessed
participation from sev-
eral eminent personal-
ities, including the Vice
President of VIT Uni-
vel , the Chairman of
Manay Rachna Univer-

sity, and representatives
from Ramaiah Univer-
sity. The occasion was
further graced by Shri
D.P. Singh, former UGC
Chairman and Advisor
to the Chief Minister
of Uttar Pradesh, who
attended as the Chief
Guest.

In his keynote ad-
dress, Prof. T.G. Sithar-
am _emphasized that
Artificial  Intelligence
is the technology of the

new age, He shamd a
thought-provoking per-
spective, stating that
Al should not be per-
ceived merely as “Artifi-
cial Intelligence” but as
“Free Intelligence.” He
underscored the glob-
al advancements in Al
and the need for India to
accelerate its progress in
this domain.

Prof. Sitharam high-

lighted key global devel-
opments in Al, mention-

ing that OpenAl recently
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
worth $5 billion, while
China's DeepSeek has
provided a free Al mod-
ule. He also pointed out
that Elon MusK's Grok
has further revolution-
ized Al accessibility by
offering a free Al mod-
el. Expressing concern,
he noted that India is
lagging behind in this
AT revolution and called
for strategic measures to
bridge the gap.

The book launch was
followed by an insight-
ful ‘Fire Chat' discus-
sion between Prof. T.G.
Sitharam and Yogi Ko-
char. The session delved
into the transformative
impact of Al across vari-
ous sectors and explored
how India can harness
its potential to become a
global leader in AT inno-

sion focused on the inte-
gration of AI in various
media functions, par-
ticularly in hiring, con-
tent ereation, and public
relations. The panelists
shared insights on how
Al is reshaping recrnit-
ment processes and
enhancing  operation-
al efficiency. However,
they emphasized that A
should serve as a sup-
porting tool rather than
a complete replacement
for human expertise.
Sharing industry in-
sights Ms. Shweta Sin-
gh, Senior Manager HR,
PTI stated that 64% of
companies utilize AT for
recruitment, bhut 24%
believe Al may cause
job displacement. She
also addressed ethical

concerns, stressing that
Al-generated scripts in
journalism are unrelia-
ble and original report-
ing remains ntial.
Students actively en-
gaged with the panelists,
seeking guidance on
career paths, industry
challenges; and the im-
portance of technieal
and practical skills.
Encouraging the stu-
dents to embrace chal-
lenges, Mr. Manoj Ti-
brewal Akash Founder
& Editor-in-Chief, of
Dynamite News, urged
students to specialize in
one domain while gain-
ing interdisciplinary
knowledge to stay rele-
vant in the industry. He
also mentioned that Al
is important, but more

important than that i
our behavioral skills.

Ms. Aditi Malhotra,
Senior Manager HR, Fe-
ver FM mentioned that
Fever FM is no longer
limited to radio but has
expanded into podeasts,
digital platforms, and
YouTube channels. She
emphasized that media
professionals must be
multi-skilled, and capa-
ble of creating, editing,
and packaging content
independently.

Mr. Manoj Kumar
Sharma, Managing Di-
rector, PR Guru high-
lighted the need for orig-
inality, SEQ strategies
and strong writing skills
in public relations and
warned against exces-
sive reliance on AL

Sumon Kalyan Dutta advocates promotion
of indigenous music and hidden talent

New Dethi:
Tconic Assamese sing-
er and lead vocalist of
the SKD Band, Sumon
Kalyan Dutta, popular-
ly known as SKD, has
stressed the n for
promoting hidden tal-
ent and indigenous mu-
sic across the country.
SKD, along with fe-
male vocalist Bonosree
Saikia, performed at the
41st Annual Meet of the
FICCI Ladies Organi-
sation (FLO), an apex
body of businesswomen
in India. The event was
held in the national cap-

ital.

Speakmg at the event,
SKD emphasized the
importance of providing
a platform for folk art-
ists and musicians from
different states. “Every
household, especially in
the Northeast and hill
states, has talent in the
form of art, singing, po-
etry, or craftsmanship.
These need to be show-

cased The guvernment
and corporate sector
must come forward to
support local folk artists
and bring out hidden tal-
ent," he said.

A singer, writer, and
composer, SKD is known
for his versatility in
Western, Bollywood, and
Assamese music. He is
particularly recognized
for his Hinglish compo-
sition Friends iorevcr,
which became a massive
hit in the Northeast. His
band has traveled exten-
sively across India, per-
forming diverse genres,

including their original
compositions.

Having performed sey-
eral times in Delhi, SKD
expressed his admiration
for the city’s greenery
and highlighted the need
for pollution control ef-
forts. “Delhi has lots of
greenery, and spring is
in full bloom with flow-
erseverywhere, However,
more needs to be done to
curb pollution. Organisa-
tions like FICCI Ladies
Organisation (FLO) and
corporate entities should
take more initiatives in
this regard,” he stated.

47 drugs found
‘not of standard
quality’ in Feb

New Delhi

“The Central Drugs Lab-
oratories in its monthly
drug alert for February
found 47 drug samples
manufactured by var-
ious firms to be “not
of standard  quality
(NSQ)”, health ministry
officials said on Friday.
Further, the State Drugs
Testing Laboratories have
identified 56 dmg sam-
ples as NSQ, they said.
According 1o routine regu-
latory surveillance activity,
the list of NSQ drugs is dis-
played on the Central Drugs
Standard  Contral  Organ-
isation (CDSCO) portal
every mon

PUBLIC NOTICE

1 s i 1 the public Nofice s
large it 1 Samay Eumar has been
purchmed the enlire properiy On
Regintered GPA L ATS and Registered
WILL: dated 21032005 from Munni
Desi snd s was the o of the 30

sqydsntiee propeety o, [ 38-A. Khasea
2 Village. Bindnpur, colony
Vishwal RlockB; Tttars

Nugan, New Delli- 10659
As per ABHFL GPA Polisy 1 i
gl\lnz the Public Nutice that | Trave
sed the property on Registered

1030005, from Mo Devt and
She vwas purchased the property from,
Gouray, on regisfered GPA Notary AIS
andd on nomary will dated 28 012005,
I any. petson b
cluimrightetls inerest ove
propesty. nny isforn i whiling wilkin
18 ey from boday. Suid Propérty’ ix
frwe fron all type of Lieumbeniice
lien ez

Dhan anjul Kusar

Advocate & Legl Consultant
Chamber No.635 Prwarka Courty
Now Delhi-110075

Mob: 9810393498

PUBLIC NOTIGE

11 is o infirms 1 the puble Nosice
of large that 1 Umesh Kumar fas
been purchased the mpper. ground
floor without mof rights property on
Notary GPA ATS and  WILL doied
TO0-202 3 from Amit kums Pundey
and e wus the vwner of the 52 sq.vdx
properly. on Upper wraund oo |
wilipu roof Riglhs § propiy
hasrn 10-225,Villige. Na
welt Suearpu Dasil Pick
Nagar; New Delli- 10046
As pet ABIIT, GPAPolicy | giving
the Pubiic Notice thit | hive parchused
the propsrty on Notary G ATS and
WILL duted |V10°2023, fipm it
pandey. and be wan purchased the
perty Erom  mesh . umar Samt
dtedd 26711202101 Notary GPAATS
and will
Ly persion Havig uny type oF clainy
rightsitle intorest over the sud propefts
iy fnform in wiing Wilhin 15 iy
o sy, Siid Propecty i e fomall
wpe of Eumbede fii €66

Dhan anjai Kumar
Advocate & Legal Consuliant
Chamber NG5 Dwarka Court,
New Delhi-110075

: IRI0SI34T

PUBLI NUTIBE

11 is o i pablic Notie
at liige hat | V)\:\ g
b purchged the erire first floar
without raof. aghts ( Hock portion )
properry through, sale dord oo
29052024 vide dox o 2024 15/
178 kook  motyolume s
13288 puges. 137-1 ¢
wits thie ovmcr throagh, GPA . Ny
ATS ond WILL dutod 111012023,
and le was'the ownet of the 54 5q-vds
perty, abdrese no-l08 Kl
- l0.gall no-1, Ranj Cli, Shatios
villoge ooy Knawn Hgider P
Dclhi=! 16385
T am aware that i chain documents
s documents are not thers, fike
1 -Pesrth eertificate of Ram A, dated
16102012
2-Prabate of will In favour of Rajinder
Tauner plot urea 198 sy vls.
3 Deatl cortificatz of mither of
Rujinder kumat:
A-SMC of Akanbsta Girwer, Vann
Graver, Shivum Grover . and Avjana.
If gny person baving wny type of
cliin‘rightatitls interest aver the said
ety mny ik in witing within

U5 diys from ‘today. Sasd Property is
free feom all, ype ol Enoumbruee
Ten st

Dhananjai Kumar

Advocate' Legal Comsailtunt
Chamber Na635 Dwarks Coutt,
New Delhi-110075
Nlah: 9810593498

PUBLIC NOTICE

ko o all that my clie Mr
Rakesh Gong & Mr N
e ey i o
LI third floor with reof nghts Property
bearing No 36, arca 367.89 s.mtr
ot of Kitsn No23/9; area of village
Paisali, Block-F, Deep Vihar Mumsall.
Pooth Kalun, Peladint, Delli=] L0GH2.
(Herein afier weforsd as the wd
propery”)  pumhussd sai
froporty froni Mrs Mmﬂm(iuwn Vide
GPAATS, and WIL) dated (0512
2019

NOW TIIS PROPERTY PURCIIASE
QUR  CUSTOMER-Ms:  Neclun
Chhabra FROM My, Rakeslr Garg &
Me Mo Garg (3000112303 jand
it 1 dformed that any deal wilh ssid
docuients by any person exeepl my
said elient and ssidintitiion regarding
said properts; shull be deemed a5 mull
and void f any person having any
claini, fight in sid popery. then ke
iny cotactandt Rancloser the same und
apprisie hik claim o undarsianed within
15 g ol this pilbication

Dhanunjab Kumar
Advocate & Legal Consultant
(hlm bee Now635 Dwarka Court,

N 080349
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DELHI

CM Rekha

NDMC property
tax offices to
remain open on
March 29 to 31

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has decid-
ed to open its property tax
oollection courters as well as
tax office from Saturday to
Monday i.e. 20th to 31st
March, 2025 tofacdlitate the
taxpayers in depositing their
tax dues.

Accordingly, the NDMC
has announced that the tax
department at headquarter
- Palika Kendra at Sansad
Marg and three tax collec~
tion counters at differentlo-
cation - Gole Market, RK
Puramand Sansad Marg in
New Delhi area shall remain
open from Saturday to Mon-
day i.e. 29th to 31st March,
2025 due to end of Financial
Year 2024-2025 for collec-
tion of property tax.

The NDMC has designat-
ed three payment collection
counters for payment col-
lectioni.e. Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Place cash counterat
Gole Market, Palika Bhawan
cash counter at RK Puram
and  Palika Kendra cash
counter at Sansad Marg,

These NDMC collection
counters will also entertain
the payments from residents
/ service users / electricity
and water consumers of
the NDMC area for their
outstanding electricity and
water bills and estate prop-
erties dues.

Fuither, theresidents / tax
payers / service users of the
NDMC area may also make
their paymients through on-
line mode as per their con-
venience.

Buying land in
Gr Noida
becomes costlier

Noit
Buying land in Greater Noi-
da has become costlier as
the Yamuna Expressway In-
dustrial Development Au-
thority (YEIDA) in its board
meeting has taken a deci-
sion in this regard.

The Yamuna Authority has
prepared a budget proposal
af Rs 8,500 crare for the fi-
nancial year 2025-26, which
includes allocation of funds
for development projects,
land acquisition, rural de-
velopment and income and
expenditure of the authority.

The board meeting was
¢haired by principal secretary
Alok Kumar, in which this
proposal has beenapproved.
Under this, the rates of resi-
dential, industrial and insti-
tutional category properties
have besn revised, whichhas
been increased by 12 to 15
percent.

According to the new rates,
the rate of residential prop-
erty has increased to Rs
35,000 per square meter,
while the rate of industrial
citegory property has been
fixed at Rs 9,550 per square
meter.

Along with the revision of
property rates, the authority
has also drawn a develop-
mexit blueprintin whichem-
phasis has been laid on the
overall development of the
area. Apart from this, taking
abig decision in the interest
offarmers, the authority had
proposed toallow the merg-
erordivision of seven percent
population plots received in
exchange forland acquisition.
which was approved. This
step has been taken in the di-
rection of fulfilling the long-
standing demand of the
farmers.

The state government has
fixed the compensation rate
of land in the Yamuna Ex-
pressway Industrial Devel-
opmient Autherity (YEIDA)
area at Rs 4,300 persguare
meter, which the board has
alsogiven its consent to im-
plement. This budget and
new dedisions are expected to
speed up development in the
areaas well as open new op-
portunities for farmers and
mvestors.
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Gupta rips into AAP,

promises a transparent BJP era

B Gupta talked about her political journey, recalling how she started as a student
leader at Delhi University before rising through the ranks of municipal politics.

New Delhi

elhi Chief Minis-

ter Rekha Gupta

laid outher vision

for the national
capital while launching a
sharp attack on the previous
AAP government, aceusingit
of prioritising propaganda
over governance. She
pledged to bring trans-
parency and efficiency to
Delhi’s administration.

Speaking at the Times
Now Summit 2025, Gupta
talked about her political
journey, recalling how she
started as astudent leader at
Delhi University before ris-
ing through the ranks of
municipal polities.

She said that she never ex-
pected to become the chief
minister and her primary
goal had always been to
serve agan MLA.

However, when the op-
portunity came, she accept-
ed the responsibility with
dedication.

Hitting out at AAP's
“much-publicised education
reforms”, she called them
an “unguided missile” and
alleged they lacked struc-

o

ture and real impact. She
dismissed schemes like the

Happiness Curriculum,
Deshbhakti Curriculnm, and
Business Blasters as "pub-
licity-driven initiatives that
did little to improve actual
learning". She alleged that
Rs 72 crore was spent on the
Happiness Curriculum and
another Rs 80 crore on ad-
vertising it, while classroo

N i

like NEET, JEE, CLAT, and
CAto ensure students from
government schools have
equal opportunities.

Similarly, on healthcare,
Gupta eriticised AAP's Mo-
halla Clinic model, calling it
a"poorly planned initiative"
that lacked adequate infra-
structure.

She promised a shift to-

remained in poor condition.

She announced plans to
align Delhi's education sys-
tem with the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) andin-
troduce structured coach-
ing for competitive exams

GDA auctioned 26 vacant
plots of commercial &

Shiv Kumar

w Delhi

The Gl ad Develop-
‘ment Autliority on Friday
on March 28, 2025 held
an auction for various va-
cant commercial and res-
idential plots at Hindi
Bhawan, Lohia Nagar,
Ghaziabad.

The auction included
plots for convenient shop-
ping, housing, multiplex-
es, old age homes, com-
munity centers, educa-
tional, institutional nurs-
ing homes, and an auto
stand.In total, 26 plots
were auctioned, includ-
ing 6 residential plots
from the Indirapuram Ex-
tension Scheme, 8 shop-
ping plots from the Indi-
rapuram Scheme, and
several other specific plots
from different schemes.

The auction is expected
to generate an income of
approximately 69. 9o

residential in Ghaziabad

In total, 26 plots

were auctioned,
including 6 resi-
dential plots from
the Indirapuram
Extension Scheme,
8 shopping plots
from the Indirapu-
ram Scheme, and
several other spe-
cific plots from dif-
ferent schemes.
crores for the Authority.

The event was overseen
by the Additional Seere-
tary, with ather key offi-
cials present.

Chief Engineer in
charge, Special Executive
Officer/Commercial in
charge, Assistant Engi-
neers, Accountant, Sen-
ior Assistant were also
present.

wards h hospi-
tals and medical institutions
rather than relying on what
she described as a "frag-
mented approach to health-
care”.

Regarding the CM house
built during Arvind Kejriw-

al’s tenure, she said, "1
havent been allotted a house
yet. Im currently running
my office on the street in
front of my home, meeting
the public there, sitting ona
chairin the lane. But the rea-
son for not moving into that
house... Tfeel that the crores
of rupees spent on that
house do not justify a chief
minister sleeping on a luxu-
rious bed. Instead. that mon-
ey could havebuilt homes for
those still sleeping under
flyovers today.”

Accusing AAP of “mas-
sive corruption”, she point-
ed to alleged scams in liquor
policy, elassroom construc-
tion, and DTC buses.

She argued that despite re-
ceiving the biggest electoral
mandate in Delhi’s history.
the Kejriwal-led government
"failed” to deliver substantial
improvements in gover-
nance.

Outlining her roadmap
for Delhi, Gupta said her
administration would focus
on education, healthcare,
infrastructure, and public
welfare. She promised that
the governance under her

leadership would be driven
by real work rather than
media campaigns. With the
BJP back in power in Delhi
after 28 years, she empha-
sised that her government’s
priority would be to rebuild
trust and deliver tangible
Tesults for the people.

Speaking about her jour-
ney, she said, “Throughout
my journey — from student
leader to the chief minister -
- 1 have always believed in
taking bold, progressive
steps to drive meaningful
change.

"t feels really good: there’s
a sense of pride. Perhaps
the God has given me this
opportunity, and the party,
along with our honourable
prime minister, has en-
trusted me with such a huge
responsibility. So, Ttoo want
to think and work for the
betterment of Delhi.”

On becoming Delhi's chief
minister, she said, “No, not
at alll T never thought T
would become the chief min-
ister. My dream was to be-
come an MLA, and Iworked
tirelessly towards it. T con-
tested elections in 2015.."

Delhi govt. plans to introduce stronger law
for stray cow protection: Ashish Sood

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi

Ina significant move aimed
at strengthening the pro-
tection of stray cows, the
Delhi government is plan-
ning to introduce a new and
stringent law. The an-
nouncement was made by
Delhi Government's Home
Minister, Ashish Sood, high-
lighting the administration's
commitment to ensuring
the welfare and safety of
cattle in the city.

The proposed Tegislation
seeks to incorporate sug-
gestions from various stake-
holders, including members
of the Delhi Assembly, to en-
hance its effectiveness. Sood
emphasized that the nitia-
tive is-driven by the values
and sentiments of the peaple
of Delhi, who deeply respect
Sanatan principles and ad-
vocate for the protection of
cows.

Tomake the law more ro-
bust, the government s con-
sidering adding specific
clauses from the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). Ad-
ditionally, inputs from the
Municipal Corporation of
Delli (MCD) and the Public
Works Department (PWD)
are being taken into account
to ensure comprehensive
measures for cow protec-
tion.

“The government is con-
sidering adding BNS claus-
5 and input from the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Del-
hi (MCD) and the Public
‘Works Department (FWD)

CAG report reveals serious mismanagement &
financial irregularities within DTC: Dr. Pankaj Singh

Staff Reporter
New Delli

The CAG reportrevealed se-
rions mismanagement and
financial irregularities with-
in the Delhi Transport Cor-
poration (DTC), as stated
by Transport Minister Dr.
Pankaj Kumar Singh during
Delhi Legislative Assembly
session on Friday.

Addressing the Delhi Leg-
islative Assembly, the Min-
ister criticized the previous
government for negligence
thatled to a decline in pub-
lic transport services. "De-
spite spending aronnd 52
crore on installing CCTV
camerasin DTCbuses, these
cameras remain non-func-
tional dueto incomplete test-
ing," the Minister added.

‘The Minister informed to
Delhi assembly speaker that
Between 2015 and 2022,

L
DTC incurred over 14,000
crore in operational losses,
with its total deficit rising
from approximately ¥25.300
erore in 2015-16 to around
60,750 Crore in 2021-29,
The burden of interest costs
also increased significantly
during this period.

The Minister accused the
previous government of mis-

using taxpayers’ money, as-
serting that their promises of
reform were overshadowed
by corruption.

Dr. Pankaj Kumar Singh
emphasized the need for a
thorough investigation into
the finaneial diserepancies
and cormuption that occurred
under the previous admin-
istration and insisted that
those responsible should be
held accountable,

He noted that the public
transport system in Delhi
has suffered from cormp-
tion, leading to inadequate
services and a lack of im-
proved facilities or an in-
crease in bus numbers.

The CAG report, according
1o him, shows how the for-
mer government obstructed
development workin Delhi,
causing significant chal-
lenges for the people.

to enhance the Bill's
strength,” said Ashish Sood
in an exclusive conversa-
tion with TOP STORY.

Sood further revealed that
the legislation would include
stringent provisions to pre-
vent the exploitation of cows
by illegal traders and crim-
inal mafias. These measures
are expected to curb the il-
legal transportation and
slaughter of stray cows, en-
suring that they receive ap-
‘propriate care and shelter.

In addition to legal provi-
sions: the Delhi government
has also allocated budgetary
funds to create new cow
shelters across the city.
Theseshelters will provide a
safe environment for stray
and resened cattle, ensuring
they receive adequate food,
medical attention, and gen-
eral welfare services.

“This step is not justabout
legal enforcement but also
about creating a support
system for the well-being of
cows in Delhi,” Sood stated.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment to cow
protection, Sood assured
thatthe upcoming Bill would
comprehensively address
the welfare concerns for
cows. The lawis expected to
streamline rescue opera-
tions, ensure proper reha-
bilitation, and impose strict
penalties for those found
guilty of mistreating cattle.

iative aligns with

a

ing and upholding tradi-
tional values while ensuring
that stray cows receive the
care and protection they de-
serve. With this move, the
Delhi government aims to
set a precedent in animal
welfare legislation and cre-
ate a more structured ap-
proach to handling stray
cattle in the capital.

The Bill is expected to be
tabled in the Delhi Assembly
soon, and discussions with
various departments are un-
derway to finalize its provi-

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby in-
formed that Mrs. Arti W/o Mr.
Pankaj Gupta is the owner of
residential Property bearing
Nagar Palika no. 193, area 50
50 yds., Mohalla Chah Dibbia
Pilkhuwa, Pargna Dasna, Tehsil
Dhaulana, Dist. Hapur, U.P. by
virtue of Sale Deed dt.
31.01.2020, doc. No. 1046 exe-
cuted by Mrs. Rekha Sharma in
SR- Dhaulana, Hapur, and said
property to be financad by AU
Smiall Finance Bank Ltd, if any-
body has any
charge/Interest/title third Par-
ty inthe said property ofany
kind of dispute kindly inform
the undersigned in writing and
with proof within 15 days on
the below mentioned address,
failing which and | am aware
thatin case default with the
mortgage property that all bor-
rower / Owners are responsi-
ble for the same.
SatvendraGautam

Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal Kauna Ghaziabad, U.P

General publicis hereby in-
formed that Mrs. Sukhbiri W/o
Mr. Kalyan Singh is the owner
of residential Plot land area
1000 sq. yds,, part of khasra
no. 168min, at village lllaha-
bans near Angel Public School
near Sec-68, Pargna & Tehsil
Dadri, Noida, Dist. Gautam
Budh Nagar, U.P. by virtue of
Gift Deed dt. 07.03.2025, doc.
No. 3239 executed by Mr.
Kalyan Sirigh SR-1-Noida, Gau-
tam udh Nagar, and said prop-
erty to be financed by AU
Smiall Finance Bank Ltd, ifany-
body has any
charge/initerest/title/third Par-
ty in the said property of any
kind of dispute kindlyinform
the undersignedin writing and
with proof within 07 days on
the below mentioned address,
failing which and | am aware
thatin case default with the
martgage property that all bor
rower/ Owners are responsi-
ble for the same.
SatvendraGautam

Advocate

Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
LalKauna d, up

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

This s inform all of you that
Nadeem Khan S/o Haseen
Khanis raising loan via EQM of
his property a residential plot
area 105.33 sq. meter part of
Khasra no. 1758 situated Mo~
hilla Maddaiya Rafatpura city
Distt. Amroha from SBF.C fi-
nance Itd. in the title of chain
previous sale deed dated
23.05.2017 Sr. No. 4755 has
been lost which FIR lodged on-
line on dated 28.03.2025
hence informed by this public
notice if any person/depart-
ment/bank have any right/ob-
jection or claim in the same.
matter than contact to below
address or mobile no. with evi-
dence within 5 days of publica-
tion etherwise any objection’
or claim will not be accept &
S.B.F.CFinance Ltd. will be pro-
viding the loan over the said
property. Address: - $.8.F.C Fi-
nance Ltd. Branch Hapur By
Rajendra Kumar Saini Shop No-
21, st Floor, Dr. Bheem Rao
Ambedkar Shopping Complex,
Zila Panchayat Market, Near
Distt. Court Hapur.

RAJENDRA KUMAR SAINI
Advocate

Reg. No. 6687/06 21, First
Floor Zila Panchayat Market,
Hapur Mobile No. 9897274522

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known at public in lange
that my clientess Smt
Dhankaur age about 86 yers
w/o Late. sh. DharaSingh R/o
H. No.29/30, Chhajju Ram
Colony, Kesmruddin Nagar Nan-
gloi, Nilothi West Delfi has de-
barred, disowned and disinher-
ited her daugtiter inJlaw Smt.
Sunita Gulia age about 56 year
W/o Late $h. Baljit Singh, her
grand son namely Sh. Harvin-
der Sangwan age about 31
years & her Grand daughter in
law Smt. Divya age about 29
years from her moveable and
immavable assets and severed
all relations with them. Any
one deal with them shall do.
entirelyat their own risks,
costs, consequences and re-
sponsibilities.

RAVI KANT

(ADVOCATE)

En. No. D/3665-8/2014 Advo-
cate Ch. No. K-134, Tis Hazari
Courts, Delhi-110054

E-Tenders are invited from fi

New Okhia Industrial Development Authority

mlaa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P)

Website : www.noidaauthorityonine.in

E-TENDER NOTICE

UPLC Lucknow for the foflowing jobs against which bids can be
uploaded and same shall be opened /downloaded as per
schedule mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders
are available on Noida Authority's official website;
www.noidaauthorityonline.in & https:/fetender.up.nic.in.
Please ensure to see these websites for any changes/
amendments & corrigendum etc.

1. 10/MANAGER SYSTEM/COM.ACCESSORIES/2024-25,

rmsicontractors registered with

cost Rs. 14.12 Lacs

F of Computer
Inclusive of GST

07/04/2025 at 11.00AM.

‘Which can be uploaded by date 04/04/2025 upto 5.00 PM,
Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

Manager (System)

President of india invites "Open Tende

@ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE No. AGC-ELG-T-32-2024-25 Date: 27.03.2025

St Divisional Elecirical Engineer (General) N.G. Rallway, Agra on behall of

{* through on line only (E-Tendering) for|

HT for PFs.

KLy in BHA-ETW se
NHB, T8L & BUDA

Tender No.: AGC-ELG1-32-2004-25, Name of work with its location &

Completion Period: Electrification work for Pravision of biore well and Over

with pipeline arrangsments MURD ( A

(50KL) & HK (50 KL) stalionsin IDH-BKI saction & FAB (100KL), UDMR (50

ion and provisian of 03 nos. hand pumps at platfarm of
1DH-BKI 5ecti

D (110KL), K (50KL}, PPEA

sions before pr

Delhi gears up for summer; nodal
officers to combat water woes

New Delhi
To prevent a water crisis in
Delhiand address grievances
effectively in summer, the
government will appoint
nodal officers in four divi-

sions, Water Minister
Parvesh Verma said on Fri-
day.

These officers will ensure
prompt resolution of com-
plaints from MLAs and res-
idents regarding water sup-
ply, he said Speakingon the
government’s summer ac-
tion plan, Verma said daily
review meetings are being
held to tackle water shartages
in critical areas. He empha-
sised that preparations ave be-
ing made in advance for re-
glons facing acute water
scarcity.

“Oursummer action plan is
filly prepared. We hold meet-
ings every two to three days fo

assess the situation, address
complaintsand review prepa-
rations,” Verma said.

CHANGE OF NAME

I, KAMLESH KUMAR THAKUR
S/o0Sh. VIAY THAKUR R/o H,
NO.Q-38, RAJEEV NAGAR
EXTN. BEGUM PUR, NORTH
WEST DELHI-110086, do here-
by solemnly affirm and declare
s under: - That my name spelt
as KAMALESH KUMAR
THAKUR has been used/deltin
my passpart but my correct
name is KAMLESH KUMAR
THAKUR. That now | have
changed my name from KA-
MALESH KUMAR THAKUR to
KAMLESH KUMAR THAKUR.
That KAMALESH KUIVAR
THAKUR and KAMLESH KU-
MAR THAKUR are One and
Samein person, That it is my
true and correct statement.
KAMALESH KUMAR THAKUR
to KAMLESH KUMAR THAKUR

(3] Nortn central railways [

President of India invitos sealsd “Open
for the feilowing worl

Approx. Cost of the work: T 25,10,382.08] Completion period: 09 months
For full details and submission of bid please see Ihe Indian Railways website|
wwiwlrops,gov.in Tenders can only be submitlod (hrough web portal
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Starlink’s Entry into India:
Partnership with Safeguards

By DIKSHA

Despite its many advan-

tages, scientists have
raised concerns about
light pollution, as the

brightness of satellites
in both optical and radio
wavelengths could se-
verely impact scientific
observations.  There is
also a potential long-term
risk of space debris, trig-
gering Kessler Syndrome.
However, SpaceX has
refuted these concerns,
stating that its satellites
are launched into lower
orbits and that any failed
satellites  will de-orbit
within five years without
propulsion.

irtel and Jio signed
an agreement with
paceX to bring

Starlink services to In-
dia, but later clashed
with the company pub-
licly over whether sat-
ellite spectrum should
be auctioned or allo-
cated administratively.
SpaceX has been await-
ing approval to enter
India since 2022, facing
administrative hurdles.
Starlink is a satellite in-
ternet system consisting
ofaround 7,000 satellites
in a constellation orbiting
in low Earth orbit, with
plans to expand the fleet
to approximately 35,000.
It offers high speeds of
around 100 megabits
per second and provides
extensive coverage, even
in remote areas where
broadband connectivity
is weak, while also re-
ducing latency. Unlike
fiber connections, which
require cables to be laid,
Starlink only requires
a dish to be installed to
receive satellite signals.
However, it is more ex-
pensive than traditional
broadband options and
comes with high upfront
costs. Tt is particularly
useful in cases of natural
disasters or calamities,
where traditional broad-
band infrastructure is
damaged. During the
Russia-Ukraine war,
when infrastructure was
bombed, Starlink proved
to be a crucial asset, en-

abling the country to
maintain military opera-
tions seamlessly.

Despite its many ad-
vantages, scientists have
raised concerns about
light pollution, as the
brightness of satellites
in both optical and radio
wavelengths  could  se-
verely impact scientific
observations.  There is
also a potential long-term
risk of space debris, trig-
gering Kessler Syndrome.
However, SpaceX has
refuted these concerns,
stating that its satellites
are launched into lower
orbits and that any failed
satellites will ~de-orbit
within five years without
propulsion.

India has the sec-
ond-largest internet-con-
nected population in the
warld, trailing only China,
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with approximately 955
million broadband users -
95% of whom are mobile
broadband  subscribe:
As a “mobile-
tal economy, India still
fa ignificant gaps in
traditional broadband
frastructure, particularly
in rural areas. Internet
panLrauon remains low
in remote regions, where
Starlink has the polenual
to bridge the connectiv-
ity divide. Additionally,
given India’s vulnerabil-
ity to natural disasters,
satellite internet access
could serve as a critical
communication lifeline
during crises.

Despite these advan-
tages, India initially
reservations
about  SpaceX's entry
into its market due to
concerns over sovereign-
ty. SpaceX's expanding

influence as a geopoliti-
cal player has been met
with skepticism, par-
ticularly in light of its
controversial tole in the
Russia-Ukraine conflict,
where it allegedly threat-
ened to disable satellite
internet access to pres-
sure Ukraine into negoti-
ations, Moreover, in an
apparent bid to appease
the Chinese government,
SpaceX has reportedly
coerced its Taiwanese
suppliers into resuming
operations.

Following Prime Min-
ister Modi’s highly pub-
licized visit to the United
States and his decisive
discussions with SpaceX
founder Elon Musk -
where he likely conveyed
India’s concerns - Indi-
an authorities ultimate-
ly agreed to allocate the
spectrum administrative-

ly to Starlink. This paved
the way for two of the
country’s leading telecom
operators to formalize
agreements with the sat-
ellite internet giant.

The deal presents a mu-
tually b icial outcome:

Breaking Time
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for Musk, it unlocks ac-
cess to India's lucrative
$25 billion market while
potentially setting a prec-
edent for other develop-
ing nations to overcome
their reservations and
collaborate with Starlink.
For India, the partner-
ship ensures seamless
internet connectivity in
remote and underserved
regions.

However, given Star-
link’s overwhelming
dominance in the satellite
internet sector, the Tele-
com Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAL) has opted
for a cautious approach,
granting only a five-year
operating license instead
of the 25-year term Musk
had requested. By doing
so, India has strategically
safeguarded its interests
- cwbing Starlink’s un-
checked expansion while

simultaneously leverag-
ing its technology for na-
tional benefit.

By Priyanka Saurabh

Government monitoring
of OTT platforms, take-
down orders on social me-
dia, and the IT Rules 2021
have restricted freedom
of digital expression. Cen-
sorship and self-regula-
tion have led to platforms
removing more content,
impacting  diversity of
views. Some degree of
regulation is necessary to
prevent  misinformation
and cybercrimes.

The shackles of ideas
in digital India

ection 79 provides
intermediary  pro-
tection to digital
platforms, but recent
government interven-
tion has challenged this
protection. Government

surveillance on  OTT
platforms, takedown
orders on social me-

dia, and strict compli-
ance with IT Rules 2021
are reslricting digital
freedom of expression.
Fear of censorship and
self-regulation has led
platforms to remove
more content, thereby
affecting  diversity of
views. However, some
degree of regulation is
necessary to prevent
misinformation and cy-
bercrimes. That is why
it is important to strike
a balance between free-
dom of expression and
platform  accountabil-
ity. India must adopt
a transparent and eq-
uitable ~ digital policy,
learning from balances
models like Europe's
Digital Services Act and
the US’s Section 230, In
this ever-changing flow
of information, while
digital platforms are
playing the role of a wide
expanse of ideas, the re-
strictions imposed on
them raise a new ques-
tion mark. In this era of
oscillation between free-
dom of expression and
the rigor of regulation,
Section 79 of the Infor-
mation Technology Act,
2000 (IT Act) forms an
important backdrop.

Section 79: Shield of
arbitration or sword of
regulation?

Section 79 of the IT
Act provides a shield to
digital platforms that
insulates them from li-
ability for content sub-
mitted by users, provi
ed that they act as mere
messengers and not reg-
ulators. When informed
of any illegal content,
take steps to remove it
in accordance with the
rules. Comply with the
provisions of the latest

IT Rules, 2021. Howev-
er, recent government
moves have attempt-
ed to chip away at this
shield to some extent,
where a constant strug-
gle between freedom of
expression and the pow-
er of regulation is visible.

Government Interven-
tion: A Realistic Inter-
pretation

If we look at some
of the rmajor interven-
tions implemented by
the government in this
age of information and
communication, we find
that increasing surveil-
lance on OTT platforms
has attempted to bind
creativity within a rigid
perimeter.  Takedown
orders on social media
seem like an obstacle
to the free flow of ideas.
The implementation of
IT Rules, 2021, intends
to control the smooth
flow of digital dialogue.
The lack of transparency
regarding content man-
agement on many digi-
tal platforms affects the
rights of users. The ten-
dency to restrict inde-
pendent journalism and
alternative  viewpoints
can weaken democratic
values. These incidents
make it clear that a con-
tinuous effort is being
made by the government
to limit the freedom of
platforms and increase
liability.

The question of free-

dom of thought versus
responsibility

Measures  such as
censorship and content
takedowns cast a dark
shadow on artistic free-
dom, journalism, and
political criticism. Fear-
ingself-regulation, many
platforms  themselves
begin removing more
content, which affects
the diversity of dialogue.
Restricting freedom of
access to information
hampers innovation and
intellectual discourse. It
is necessary to eliminate
content that spreads
misinformation, hatred,
and malice on digital
platforms.

Some degree of regu-
lation is inevitable to en-
sure the safety of users.
Platforms should play a
more active role in pre-
venting cybercrime, on-
line harassment, and
fake mnews. Platforms
should follow commu-
nity standards and fair-
ness policies to create a
safe digital environment
without stifling the ex-
pression of views.

The need for balance:
finding the middle way

In any democratic so-
ciety, a balance is nec-
essary between freedom
of expression and the
responsibility of digi-
tal platforms. For this,
protection of expression
should be ensured un-

der Article 19(1)(a) of
the Constitution. A fair
and transparent con-
tent moderation system
should be developed. An
independent regulatory
body should be forme:
for OTT and social me-
dia platforms. There
should be a clear defini-
tion of digital rights and
responsibilities.

Ensure a continu-
ous dialogue between
technical experts, civil
society, and legislators.
Develop a fair and trans-
parent appeals mech-
anism for digital plat-
forms so that users can
register their objections.
Make data transparency
reports on content mad-
eration and censorship
publicly available.

Global context and In-
dia’s position

The European Un-
ion’s “Digital Services
Act” is a perfect example,
which
sponsil
platforms.

In the Us,

“Section 230" provides

platforms a balance be-
tween freedom of expres-
sion and accountability.
India needs to develop
a framework that not
only protects freedom
of expression but also
ensures digital security
and accountability. It is
necessary to develop an
effective digital policy in
collaboration with the
government, judiciary,

and civil society. In this
ocean of information,
where ideas are dynam-
ic like waves, the need
for a balance between
regulation and freedom
i.um‘eﬂses evern  more,
Section 79 of the IT Act
provides protection to
digital platforms, but
recent government in-
terventions show that
this protection shield
is being limited. If the
government adopts an
inclusive and prudent
approach, India’s digital
landscape can move in a
free, safe, and equitable
direction.

The power of Digital
India lies in the freedom
of expression of its citi-
zens. If the government,
digital platforms, and
society adopt a balanced
strategy, this technologi-
cal age can empower the
basic spirit of democracy
and make India a leader
in the global digital rev-
olution. If the govern-
ment, digital platforms,
and society adopt a bal-
anced strategy, India can
become a leader in the
digital revolution, where
expression remains free
and safe.

About the Author

(Priyanka Saurabh.
Research Scholar in
Political Science)
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

It's a bad news that one
day your sin will be un-
covered but the good
news is that not all the
sins and the bad news
over this good news is
that you don't know
which ones will be uncov-
ered and which ones will
remain covered. Your life
becomes miserable only
with one sin uncovered,
imagine how miserable
your life will be if all of
your sins are uncovered.
You are mnever strong
enough to fight your own
weakness and never weak
enongh to empower your
own strengths. Life is far
forgiving that we feel. We
oppress it much more
than it does to us, it over-
looks much of our mis-
takes than we do to its.
‘We know the rules of life
but we never care to care
for it, it lives with us in
all the times but we nev-
er care to live for it, it
takes our mistakes, it
fades the pain away,

it bears the scars, it
walks us through
from ground to

"

COVERED SIN

Q7

‘\

ABOVE SO BELOW"
THE WISDOM TREE - BY SUVEEN KUMAR

stars. But we take it for
granted, make it suffer
knowingly, fail it at im-
portant routines, push it
to go extreme, force it to
experiment with anything
and everything, put it
through to damaging sit-
uation, drive it to wrong
direction. We sometimes
behave with life as if it be-
longs to someone else, we
sometimes are so cruel
with life as if it is made of
something else. Give your
life a five star as a rating
if you think it deserves it,
give your life an excellent
review if you think it de-

it dewerves it. don't
underrate it don't over-
rate it just conflate it and
give your life a life that it
starts living for life.

Moral: Every sin is for-
givable and every vir-
tue is immortal.
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Punjab Strengthens Governance with Reinforced

'‘AAP DI SARKAR, AAP DE DWAR' Program

B Finance Minister Cheema highlighted that the new directive mandates Deputy Com-
missioners to conduct regular visits to villages within their respective jurisdictions.

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
namajor push towards
effective governance,
the Punjab government
hasintroduced new di-
rectives under the 'AAP D1
SARKAR, AAP DE DWAR'
program, reinforeing its com-
mitment to addressing pub-
lic concerns at the grass-
roots level. Announcing the
directives on Friday, Finance
Minister Advocate Harpal
Singh Cheema stated that
Chief Secretary, Punjab, un-
der the gwdance of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, has instructed all
Deputy Commissioners to
take proactive steps in gov-
erance and public engage-
ment.
Speaking at a press con-
ference at Punjab Bhawan,
Finance Minister Cheema

tions. These visits will take
place four days a week—Sat-
urday, Sunday, Monday, and
Tuesday—ensuring direct in-
teraction with residents. "Of-

highlighted that the newdi-  fidalsareencouraged to cov-
rective mandates Deputy Ll' ﬂareemiourvﬂlaga each
Commissi to conduct  day fly reachall
regular visits to villages with- villages within two to three
in their respective jurisdic-  months," he said.

When three pillars of
democracy work together good
governance happens: UP CM

Lucknow (UIP)

sure good

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath on Fri-
day said good governance
happens when the three
pillarsof democracy — leg-
islature, executive and ju-
diciary — work together.
Addressing the inaugural
session of the state-level
"Viksit Bharat Youth Par-

Addressing the youth, he
underscored that legisla-
tors represent the people's
wvoice, shaping policies and
laws through structured
discussions.

Adityanath highlighted
that India’s Constitution
grants 140 crore citizens
the nghl ln vate wuhmll

Flaborating on the core
ohjectives of these visits, Fi-
Minister Ck

d -
performance of ﬁllm-lml

youth participation in sports
and social development ac-
tivities, aiming to channelize
young individuals’ energy
for societal progress,
Cheerna stated that struc-
tured planning is crucial for
the sucvess of these visits. Of-
ficials will schedule their vis-
itsin advance and notify vil-
lages accordingly. "This ini-
tiative 33 designed to facilitate
prompt grievance redressal
and ensure that government
services are delivered di-
rectly to vitizens' doorsteps.
Public meetings will be or-
ganized during these visits to
foster direct communication,
document grievances, and
address issues effectively,”
he said.
Highli the impor-

phasized that Deputy Com-
missioners will directly en-
gage with villagers, providing
themwitha platform to voice
grievances and offer feed-
back on local governance.
"These officials will T

teachers and

tance of inter-departmental
coordination. the Finance

e
while also motivating com-
munities to maintain clean-
liness," he added. Addition-
ally, they will suppert the
state's 'Yudh Nashian Virudh'

and

Minister explained that feed-
back gathered from villagers
will be shared with relevant
departments for swift ac-
tion. "Officials are reguired to
compile detailed reportsdoc-

umenting grievances, actions
taken, and suggested reme-
dial measures. These reports
will be submitted to both
the Department of Removal
of Public Grievances and the
Chief Secretary’s office for re-
view," he noted.

Reaffirming the Punjab.
government's commitment,
10iits people, Finance Minis-
ter Cheema stated that
Deputy Commissioners have
been instructed to adopt a
proactive approach in ad-
dressing public concerns.
"These cancerted efforts will
yield langhle henoﬁts en-
suring that cit s’ voices are
‘heard and their issues are re-
solved efficiently,” he con-
cluded.

The reinforced "AAP DI
SARKAR, AAP DE DWAR'
program reflects the Punjab
government's dedication to
transparent and cffective
governance, paving the way
forcomprehensive progress
and enhanced public wel-
fare,

Bulandshahr gears up for Eid with tlght security

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshahr
Bulandshahr authorities
Thave implemented strict se-
curity arrangements in light
of the upcoming Eid festival
o ensure peace and harmo-
ny across the district. The po-
lice and administrative offi-
cials are actively patrolling
various areas, particularly
thosewith s significint Mus-
Tm po[mlnﬂon and mixed-

sure that snmrity measures

engaging in activities Lhal

inplace. could disturh communal har-
o prevent any unlmvmd in- Dunng the le\‘l\m. Dis-  mony. He assured that mis-
cidents. The n trict \ Shar-  creants would be identified
remains on high alert to  maurged the publictocele-  and dealtwith sternlyas per
maintain Jawandorderdur-  brate the festival in an at-  the law.
ing th ions. 7 f mutual barmo- To strengthen security
Onthe oceasion of Alvida nyand ion. She ap- hority

Juma, the last Friday of Ra-
madan, District Magistrate
Shruti Sharma and Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Shlok Kumar con-
durted an extensive security
review in Sikandrabad and
Gulawathi towns, Special at-
tention was given to sensitive
areas, and thorough inspec-

lament Festival 5" at
the Vidhan Bhavan, the
chief minister said that the
youth should develop lead-
ership skills and serve the
nation by contributing to
the three pillars.

"The entire systemof the
country is run by these
three pillars. When all three
work together, it helps in
achieving the goal of good
governance,” Adityanath
said.

Yuva Sansad aims to de-
velop leadership qualities in
every sphere of life, he said.

“The chief minister asked
the Youth Parliament par-
ticipants to break away
from the beaten track and
try to dosome good that be-
comes an inspiration for
the society.

Assembly Speaker Satish
Mahana, Legislative Coun-
cil Chairman Kunwar Man-
vendra Singh and Minister
of State for Sports (Inde-
pendent Charge) Girish
Chandra Yadav, among
others, also spoke at the
event.

Adityanath emphasised
that the objective of the
Youth Parliament is not
merely to create political
leaders but to instil leader-
ship qualities in young
minds, enabling them to
contribute to seciety across
various fields -- the legisla-
ture, executive, judiciary,
‘business, or any other do-
main.

"Whenyou think beyond
conventions and bring forth
new ideas, you inspire so-
ciety," he remarked.

He said, "The legislature
formulates policies, the ex-
ecutive implements them,
and the judiciary interprets
the laws. Together, theyen-

diser
equal demacratic partici i
pation.

He stressed that while
the Constitution empow-
ers peaple with rights, it
also reminds them of their
duties.

Linking this to Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav, the Chief
Minister reiterated Prime
Minister Modi's vision of a
Viksit Bharat by 2047. He
urged the youth to embrace
the Panch Pran tolead the
nation toward this goal.

The chief minister also
underscored the transfor-
mative role of technology in
governance. Through e-
Vidhan, the legislative
process has become paper-
less, replacing documents
with tablets to curb cor-
ruption.

He highlighted how DBT
(direct benefit transfer) has
ensured pensions and
scholarships reach benefi-
ciaries directly, eliminat-
ing middlemen.

Adityanath recalled his
visit to Rameswaram
Dhanushkodi neatly 30
years ago, highlighting the
lack of proper connectivity
at the time,

"No transportation facil-
ities were available, so 1
had to take a small truck.
The roads were in such
poor condition thit it was
the only way to reach the
destination,” he shared.

However, he noted that
under Modi's leadership,
nfrastructure and connec-
tivity have significantly im-
proved.

Reflecting on Di. APJ
Abdul Kalam's life, the chief
minister emphasised that
suceess is never a straight
path.

tions: d out toen-

pealed to eitizens to imme-
diately inform the police in
case of any suspicious activ-
ity or attempts to disrupt
peace.

$SPShlok Kumar issued a
strict warning to potential
troublemakers, emphasizing
that stringent action would
be taken against anyone
found spreading rumors or

24x7 control room has been
established to handle electricity-
related concerns: Ashish Sood

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
Ashish Sood, Delhi's Pow-
er Minister, responded to
Arvind Kejriwal's com-
ments about power out-
ages in Jagatpur Exten-
sion, stating that electric-
ity supply in the area has
improved and that a re-
cent power cut was minor.

He emphasized that his
government is focused on
reviewing the readiness
of all electricity suppliers
since taking office.

They anticipate that
peak power demand may
reach 9,000 MW this
summer vll'ld are examin-
ing power purchase agree-
ments with help from the

tory Commission.

Sood announced the es-
tablishment of a 24x7 con-
trol room for addressing
electricity issues, along
with a joint control room
with DTL and DISCOMs
for real-time monitoring
of power loads.

This initiative aims to
detect overloaded feeders
and manage load distri-
bution effectively. He
challenged Kejriwal's
claims of significant pow-
er outages in Burari, men-
tioning that inspectors
had been sent to verify
the conditions. Sood pro-
vided data showing 3,27
power cut incidents in
January 2025 alone and
offered to share ten years
of outage statistics to con-
test Kejriwal's statements.

He accused Kejriwal
and his aides of spreading
misinformation and eriti-
cized Kejriwal for creating
fear among the public for
political reasons. Sood

in Kejriwal's administra-
tive experience and de-
tailed the high numberof
outages that occurred un-
der the previeus govern-
ment, arguing that his
party’s statements aceu-
rately reflect the power
supply situation in Delhi.

have deployed drone cam-
eras for contimous aerial
surveillance, This measure

breach.

Officials have urged citi-
zens to cooperate with law
enforcement agencies and
offer prayers peacefully. Any
form of misinformation or
rumor-mongering will be
met with legal action, en-
suring that the festival re-
mains a jovous oceasion for
all.

Senior police officials, in-
cluding SP City Shankar
Prasad, Additional SP Rijul,
SP Rual, CO Purnitra Singh,
and CO Dilip Singh, have
been dmwh umdumng pa-

5
by their pnhu: teams, are
maintaining a strong pres-
ence to reassure the public
and deter any potential

Government to Utilize
Entire Budget for
Haryana's Welfare

their views. He :Llsn assured

Chandigarh that jons
Haryana Chief Minister relatedto the budget, bills,
Nayab Singh Saini has as-  and the Governor's address

sured that every penny of
the state's budget, amount-
ing to over Rs. 2.05 lakh
crore, will be spent on the
welfare of Haryana's peaple.
Expressing his gratitude to
all members for their con-
structive contributions, he
‘highlighted that this year's
budget session was one of
the longest in Harvana's
history, spanning 13 sit-
tings over 12 days with 60
‘hours of discussions.
Addressing media per-
sons at the Assembly prem-
ises following the conclusion
of the budget session, the
Chief Minister noted that he
had presented his first
budget as Finance Minister
on March 17. The budget
was debated for 8 hours
and 26 minutes, during
which 23 oppesition mem-
bers spoke for 4 hours and
36 minutes, while21 ruling
party MLAs contributed for
3 ho\:rs and 35 mmuh:;
Two ind tM

had been taken into ac-
count.

In response to queries,
the Chief Minister an-
nounced that Union Home
and Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah will inauguratea
new block at Maharaja
Agrasen Medical College in
Agroha, Hisar, on March
31 Heemphasized that the
meddical college benefits not
only Haryana but also peo-
ple from neighboring states
like Rujasthan and Punjab.

Furthermore, on April 14,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Harvana on
the oceasion of Bharat Rat-
na Dr. Bhimrao Ambed-
kar's birth anniversary and
maugurate two major proj-
ects for the state's develop-
ment. The Chief Minister
also revealed that several
significant projects, includ-
g Kalpana Chawla Med-
ieal University in Kutail, an
Llevalcd railway track in

ra, Pandit Neki-

algo shared their views for
15 minutes;

During the session, 10
calling attention mations
on important issues were
discussed. Additionally, 16
key bills focused on public

aimstokeepaclosewatchon  threats. welfare were debated and
densely populated areas and With the administration’s pamsnd The Chn:[ \dlmler
places wt 7 ings  proactive approach, robust

are expected. The adminis-  security measutres, and com- Spuker Hu.rvmdw kalynn
tration has stationed anad-  munity cooperation, Bu-  for facilitating a compre-
equate number of security  landshahraimstocelebrate  hensive discussion, ensur-
personnel atall religioussites  Eid in a peaceful and har- ing that all members had

to prevent any security

MONOUS Manner.

the opportunity to express

UP govt to modernise Sanskrit
schools under Project Alankar

Lucknow
The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Friday said it has
taken a significant step to-
ward upgrading non-gov-
Lmn\enl-a]dcd secondary

it schools under Proj-
ect Alankar.

As part of this initiative,
11 Sanskrit schools across
seven districts in Uttar
Pradesh will undergo class-
room construction, reno-
vation and the development
of modern facilities such as
science labs, smart class-
rooms and improved infra-
structure, it said.

“This project aims to pro-
vide students with a better
educational environment
while promoting Sanskrit
education and preserving
India's rich knowledge tra-
ditions. The Yogi govern-
ment remains committed
to reviving and strength-
ening Sanskrit learning
through continuous devel-
opment efforts in the edu-
cation sector,” the govern-
ment said in @ statement.

"Notably, the Yogi gov-
ernment has allocated a Rs
100=crore budget for the
modernisation of non-gov-
ernment-aided Sanskrit
schools in the 2024-25 fi-
nancial year. Under Project
Alankar, several Sanskrit
schonls meeting the re-
quired minimum enrolment
of 100 students will under-
go new classroom con-
struction, boundary wall
development and improved

sanitation facilities. A gov-
ernment order has already
been issued to implement
these improvements,” it
added.

In Deoria, Durgee Ji
Sanskrit Higher d:

‘tion,

ma Sanskrit Higher Sec-
ondary School, Jindopur,
will have one new class-
room.

These schools will also
benefit from reconstruc-

d electri-

ram Sharma Medical Col-
lege in Bhiwani, anairport,
and Shaheed Smarak in
Ambala, are awaiting ad-
ministrative approval and
will soun be dedicated to the
public.

Chief Secretary Anurag
Rastogi, Director General
of Information, Public Re-
lations, and Languages De-
partment Makrand Pan-
durang, and Media Secre-
tary Praveen Atrey were
also present at the event.

Removal of
Jathedars issue
raised in Punjab
Assembly

Chandigarh
The issue of the removal of
three jathedars (head of
clergy) by the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) was
raised in the Punjab As-
sembly on Friday with rul-
ing and opposition MLAs
coming together to de-
nounce the move which
has "hurt every Sikh"
During the Zero Hour on
the concluding day of the
budget session of the Pun-
jab Assembly, state cabinet
minister Harjot Singh
Bains said the removal of
Jathedars was a serious
issue and demanded a dis-
cussion.
On March 7, the SGPC

School, Ahilyapur, Barhaj
will receive new classroams,
boundary walls and proper
sanitation facilities. In Ay-
odhya, Shri Raghuvar San-
skrit Higher Secondary
School, Swargadwar, will
have two new classrooms,
while Shri Balwant Adarsh
Sanskrit Higher Secondary
School, Dugwa, Devgarh,
will undergo renovation of
five classrooms and the con-
struction of one new class-
room, the government said.

In Gautam Buddh Na-
gar, Gurukul Higher Sec-
ondary Sanskrit School,
Sikandrabad, Mandi Shyam
Nagar, will have six class-
rooms and stairways built.
In Azamgath, Shn Dhar-

fication under Project
Alankar, according to the
stutement,

InVaranasi, five San-
skrit schools will be up-
graded. Shri Bhagwan Vish-
nu Swami Satua Baba San-
skrit Higher Secondary
School, Shri Rudra Bhadrat-
ma Sanskrit School, Shri
Saraswati Sanskrit Higher
Secondary School, Shri
Adarsh Shankar Sanskrit
School and Shri Annapurna
Rishikul Brahmacharva
Ashram Sanskrit Second-
ary School will undergo
classroom renovations and
new constructions, includ-
ing principal rooms, office
rooms, verandas, staircases
and electrification, it stated.

1 Giani Raghbir
Singh as jathedar of Akal
“Takht, located in Amritsar,
and said that in the face of
growing challenges, his
leadership was deemed
“inadequate in guiding the
"Panth’ (Sikh communi-
ty)" and his "inconsistent
approach weakened the
"Panthic’ unity." Giani Sul-
tan Singh was also ve-
moved as the jathedar of
Takht Kesgarh Sahib in
Anandpar Sahib of Rup-
nagar district.

Before  these two
jathedars, Giani Harpreet
Singh was discharged from
his duties as jathedar of
‘Takht Sri Damdama Sahib
in Talwundi Sabo, Bathin-
da district, in February.
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We struggled to

impose our

game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
los Buttler

Kane Williamson feels LSG's "flawless execution"
played its part in famous victory against SRH

New Delhi
ormer New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson felt Lue
know Super Giants" "lawless”
execution played an invaluable
tolein restricting Sunrisers Hyderabad
to an "under-par” total and eventual-
Iy soaring to'a ket win in the
ongoing edition. of the Indian Pre
mier League (TPL) 20

LSG were well-versed in the chapter
on restricting the hard-hitting Hy-
derabad toa modest total. The bowlers
stuck to hitting the stump line. tar-

eting yorker length and avoiding dis-
patching the ballin the arc of SRTTbat-
ters.

On a placid strip, the Sunrisers
limped to 190/9, a total that appeared
10 be competitive on paper bit in re«
alitycouldn't fully test Lucknow's bat-
ting depth.

"I think it's one of the toughest as-
signments--to go to Hyderabad and
take on SRH. Bui [.SG was extremely
well-prepared. They had the courage
to execute their plan immediately.
They bowled full and straight, actual-
Iy, fuller than full--targeting the vork:
etlength and occasionally missing on
either side,” Williamson said on Jio-
Hostar,

Champion Malinin
leads after stellar
short program

pulled off the best performante of his
career to take the lead after a shmning
short program at the World Figure
Skating Championships in Boston
on Thursdiay.

American Malinin, tndefeated this
season, performed a historie six
aquuadruple fumps in his free skate rou-
tine in winning last vear, the first man
1o do s with a quad Axel.

Malinin began with a quad flip
and made a combination of quad Lutz
triple toe loaps Inok easy to achieve
a personal best and fourth highest
ever short program score of 110.41
seore, leading Japan's Yuma Kagiva-
ma (107.09) ahead of Saturday’s free
skate.

“Idon’t even know how to feel right
now, I felt really nervous — more than
usual before but when the music
came on 1 just went intoa flow state
nd it just went from there,” Malin-
insaid
grivama, munmer-up last year and
three-times silver medallist. is ex-
pected 1o be Malinin's biggest chal-
lenger for gold, Kazakhstan's Mikbail
Shaidorov, this year's Four Conti-
nents winner, is in third place on

77

Malinin clearly loved every mo-
ment on the ice, at one stage singing
along with Rinning by NF, as the vol-
ume at D Garden only grew louder,
with the 20-year-old delighting the
erowd with his signature “raspberry
fwist”,

Kagiyama had the unenviable task
of following Malinin, but skating to
“The Sound of Silence” he put In a
performance which also brought the
crowd to their feet

Kevin Aymoz of France moved
safely though in fousth place, and way
n tears after a performance which
brought a standing ovation from the
Boston crowid and ended with a sea-
son's best score 0f 93,

His compatriot Adam Siao Him Fa
shook off a fall at the start of his rou-
tine to recover with an excellent
triple Axel, and is down in ninth
place with 87.22,

The Frenchman did. however, fin-
ish 1oth in last year's short program,
before coming back to take the bronze
medal

The medal-deciding pairs free skate
is scheduled for later on Thursday,
with 2023 world champions Riku
Miuwra and Ryuichi Kihara of Japan
leading 1t 5
lo Macii after Wednesday's short
program.

"Butin doing so, they limited SRH's
ring options, preventing them from
dictating the gime or throwing the op-
position off their lengths and lines.
Hats off to the leadership for the plan-
ning and thought process that went
into it. The execution was fawless,
which helped restrict SRH to what was
perhaps an under-par tatal," he added.

One of the prime forces hehind
LSG's suecess with the bull was Shardul

Thakur. With abase price of Rs 2 erore,
Shardul didn't see any paddle go up
when his name popped up and even-
tually wentunsold for the 1PL 2025, He
started preparing for his upcoming
stint with Essexin the County Cham-
pionship,

However, the Super Giantsdecided
to bring hiim to their camp after o cou-
ple of injiries robbed them of their key
speedsters. Since his return to IPL,

Shardul has been LSG's muin weapon
with the new ball.

On Thursday, the 3 ar-0ld made
early inroads by dismissing the young
swashbuckling southpaw duo Ab-
Tishek Sharmia and Ishan Kishan in the
second over.

He returned in the death overs,
cleaned up SRH's tail end and regis
tered seintillating figures of 4/34. He
displaced Noor Ahmad fram the top to
get a hold of the purple cap with six
wickets to his namu,

“A fantastic last-minute addition
for LSG, Shardul is an experienced in-
ternational plaver, and opening the
bowling against SRH in Hyderabad is
nos exisy task. But he came in with
idd plan, aligned with the team

v, and executed it brilliantly," he said.

They bowled with variety, kept it re-
ally full, and brought in all possible
modes of dismissal. [t wasa highlyef-
fective approach, and he did a fantas-
tic job. Being named Man of the Match
was well-deserved for such a special
performance,” he added.

Tn reply to SRH's 190, Nicholas
Pooran’s (70) relentless onslaught
mnk the gameaway from hosts as LSG
kel win in Hyder-

MS Dhoni’s Unbreakable Spirit, Honored by Men of Platinum

New Dethi

As the IPL season kicks off, cricket
fever reaches its peak and Thala
gears up to don the ydlow jersey onee
again, igniting passion in fans across
the country. Forevery MS Dhoni loy-
alist, it's more than just 4 game—it’s
an unbreakable bond, built on faith,
resilience, and moments that live
forever. This season, honour the leg-
end and wear your fandom with
pride hy owning the exclusive Men of
Platinum x MS Dhoni Signature Edi-
tion—crafted in rare platinum, a
metal is enduring as the legacy of the
sport’s finest.

More than just jewellery, it's a
way for fans to wear their loyalty, cel-
chrate his legacy, and carrya piece of
his unmatched spirit wherever they
ga. Crafted in 95% platinum, each
piece is defined by clean, buld lines
and a minimalist aesthetic, bearing
Dhoni’s signature eiched in plat-
iniim as an-emblem of his journey.
Whether it's a bold bracelet, a sleek

More than just jewellery, it's a
way for fans to wear their loy-
alty, celebrate his legacy, and
carry a piece of his unmatched
spirit wherever they go.
Crafted in 95% platinum, each
piece is defined by clean, bold
lines and a minimalist aes-
thetic, bearing Dhoni’s signa-
ture etched in platinum as an
emblem of his journey.

chain, or a statement ring, each de-
sign redefines sophistication with
its timelegs appeal. This IPL season,
up the ante on your game-day look
with platinum jewellery that carries
Dhoni's legendary spirit wherever
Vou go.

Talking about the signature col-
lection MS Dhoni shaved, "Through-
out my cricketing journey, every
challenge, victory, and lesson has

BCCI invites applications
for spin bowling coach at
Centre of Excellence

Mumbal
The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) has invited applica-
tions for the position of spil
ng coach at its state-of-th

“CI Centre of Excellence (CC
Bengaluru on Fri s per the
BCCI Medin Adviso,

This role is integral to the devel-
apment and performance en-
hancement of India's spin bowling
talent across all formats and age
groups, including India Senior
Teams (Men & Women), India 4, U-
23, U-19, U-16, and U-15 squads,
and State-association players train-
ing al the BCCI COE

The spin bowling coach will work
closely with the head cricket, BCCI
COE, tn design and deliver spe
cialized coaching programs andz
sist in performance monitoring.
The role also involves \\urkm;,
closely with Selectors, National and
State Coaches, Performance Ana-
Iysts, and Strength and Condition-
ing experts to develap high-per-
formance training plans.

The key responsibilities of the
spin bowling coach will be to plan
and execute training sessions for
cricket sguads at the CO;
one-on-one technical coaching to
players as required, develop and
monitor individual player per-
formance plans with measurable
objectives, collaborate with other
specialist coaches, selectors, and
support staff to scout and develop
talented spin bowlers, utilize ad-
vanced technologies like GP.
abled devices and biomechanical
analy to enhance player per-
formance and support injury re
hilitation protocols and ¢ play-
ers fit for competition.

BCCI also mentioned the qualifi-
cation criteria which said that the

Former Ind ter OR For-
mer Indian First-Class Cricketer
with miinimum 75 FC matches and
an outstanding track record of
ericket coaching for @ minimum of
3 vears (in the last 7 Years) with a
High-Performance Centre/Inter-
national/India A/India U-19/In-
dia Women/IPL team.

It includes BCCI COE Level 3
Performance Coach (orequivalent)
with:in ontstanding track recard of
cricket coaching for a minimum of
3 vears (in the last 7 years) with a
~Performance Centre/Inter-
national/India A/India U-19/In-
u,h.r \‘\mm-u/li’] / State team.

‘he qualification eriteria includes
B((I(Dl- Level 2 Coach (or equiv-
alent) with an outstanding track
record of cricket coaching for a
minimum of 3 years (in the last 7
Years) of a High-Performanee Cen-
tre/International/India A/India U-
19/Tndia Women/TPL team,

Also to qualify, the candidate
should have suceessful record in
high-performance planning and
monpitoring, as well as designing
and implementing player develop-
ment plans and programmes in
elite environments.

shaped who I am—instilling values
that continue to guide me, both in life
and on the field. Platinum is rare, re-
sgilicnit. and built to last, just like the
mindset needed to overcome every
challenge. For me, wearing platinum
jewellery is a remimnder of endurance.
That's what makes the collubora-
tion with Men of Platinum special,
Each piece in this collection goes far
'he collection
5 —oneof
perseverance, self-e P on, and
the drive to keep moving forward.”
Here's a look at some statement
pieees from the Men of Platinum's
MS Dhoni Signature Edition, de-
signed to inspire the same great-
ness in those who wear it. Whether
you're cheering from the stands, en-
joying the thrill of the match at a
lounge, or hosting an exclusive
screening, your game-day look de-
serves an upgrade with pieces that re-
flect confidence, style, and an un-
breakable winning spirit,

Hong Kong kicks off Rugby
Sevens, Art Basel in tourism push

Hnn}, Kong
Hemg Kong is kicking off its most pop-
ular sporting event the Rughy Sevens
on Friday and hosting international art
fair Art Basel as partof a tourism drive
thatauthorities hope will boost visits to
the Asian fnancial hub,

The Chinese-controlled territory has
sten tourists inereasingly return since
Iastyear following three years of strict
COVID-1g restrictions that led to an ex-
odus of expatriates and dragged down
wisitor numbes

In 2024, arrivils had rebounded to
68% of the record levels of 2018, but the
eity faces challenges in fully reviving the
industry due to heightened air ticket
prices and a worker shortage that have
mude it harder to compete with rival
destinations such as Singapore, ac-
cording to industry experts.

The Hong Kong government's “Su-
prer Masreh™ tourism prometions are de-
signed to provide a major stimulus for
the sector.

The Cathay Pacifie and HSBC spon-
wrnl Rugby Sevens event, held at the
‘s new Kai Tak stadfum, has solda
record number of tickets, including all
suites and corporate hoxes, in an indi-
eator of corporate deniand, its organ-
iser said.

The Sevens, which runs from Friday
o Sunday, has seen strong oversens de-
miand for hotels, with bookings during
the period exceeding normal overseas
growth rates by 20%, according to the
Federation of Hong Kong Hotel Own-

.9

Arl Basel, which is also being held
from Friday to Sunday, has exceeded
expectations with growth of more than
130% year-on-year driven by strong
performances from Enst and Southeast

federation’s executive director.

Provisional visitor numbers for Jan-
wary and Febrimry rose 7% vear-on-
year aceording to the Hong Kong
Tourism Board, which added that the
number of non-mainland Chinese vis-
itors surged 20% to 191 million.

The Philippines, Indonesia, Japan
and South Korea all posted year-on-
year growth of more than 30% for the
first two months of this year, the
tourism board said, adding that Ans-
tralia showed an “exceptional buost of
34%” in tourist numbers to Fong Kong

ing that period.

In early April, the city is set to host
a string of highly anticipated concerts
by British rock band Coldpluy. The
group skipped Hong Kong in 202300
its A tour as did American singer
Taylor Swift, who performed multiple
shows in Japan and Singapore.

Coldplay is set to play at the Kai Tak
stadium where the Sevens will also be
held. The 50,000-seat stadium is the
city’s first venue that is large enough to
host big international acts and has
been totted by the government and
business executi
former British colony

“It's a game-changer for Hong Kong
because w mm.ul outon 1l] the stars

g
4 prominent husiu«.ﬂ.&lmn ;md B~
nomic adviser to Hong Kong's Jeader
Juhn Lee.

He said Lan Kwai Fong, a nightlife
strip in the city's financial district that
is popular with international visitors
and residents, hasseen business up 8%
to 10% at the start of March from Feb-
ruary,

SAI Gandhinagar powerlifters dominate by bagging
10 medals, eye world championship glory

New Delhi
Powerlifiing athletes from the Sports
Authority of India (SAT) National
Centre of Excellence (NCOE) in
Gandhinagar put up a strong shaw in
the second Khelo India Para Games,
the second edition of which con-
cluded in Delhi on Thursday (Match
27)

The NC! campers seeured 10
medals, including seven golds in the
para-powerlifting competition held
at the JIN Stadium complex.

Leading the charge were Jhandu
Kumar (men's 72kg), Juspreet Kaur
(women's 45;.;.) Seema i
(women's 61kg) and Manish Kumar
(men's 5q4kg), all of whom broke na-
tional records en-route to their gold
medal triumphs. The trio of Jhandu,
Jaspreet and Manish smashed their
own national records created just a
week back at the nationals in Noida

Reflecting on the remarkable per-
formance, SA1 Gandhinagar's head
powerlifting couch, Rajinder Singh
Rahelu, a bronze medallist at the
2004 Summer Paralympics in the 56
ategory, told SA1 Media, "Just be-
fore the Khelo India Para Games, we
had the national chumpionships
wheie we won 12 medals, in¢luding
8 golds and 3 national records. This
time, we sectred 10 medals, includ-
ing 7 gold and 3 silver, along with 4
national records, Broadly, we broke
7 national records within a week, The
KIPG provides an international-lev-
el exposure, and now the titi

Leading the charge were
Jhandu Kumar (men's 72kg),
Jaspreet Kaur (women's
45kg), Seema Rani
(women's 61kg) and Manish
Kumar (men’s 54kg), all of
whom broke national
records en-route to their
gold medal triumphs. The
trio of Jhandu, Jaspreet and
Manish smashed their own
national records created just
a week back at the nationals
in Noida.

i gane for our athletes. They are
confident and will keep performing
well"

The national record holders were
joined on the top podium at the
KIPG 2025 by fellow SAT Gandhi-
nagar
(5okg), Sandesha BG (8Sokg) and
Paramjeet Kumar (49kg). The silver
medallists fram the centre were Shiv
Kumar (49kg);, Ramubhai Babub-
hai (72kg). and Rahul Jograjiva
(88ke).

Established asan NCOE (Nation-
al Centre of Excellence) in 2019,
SAT Gandhinagar has grown into
India's premier training facility for
para powerlifting, Highlighting the
centre's steady progress over the
years, Rahelu added, "Since 2016,
when I joined SAI Gandhinagar, we
have been steadily improving. By
2022, young athletes started coming
regularly for training. The centre
has transformed in the last 4-5 years.
Earlier, we had only a modem fitness

centre, but now we have a dedicated
powerlifting. hall equipped with
world-elass facilities, air condition-
ing, and Ele sused ininterna-
lln JIl‘ul?lpL'bl](lms Our seeov

ties are also among the be
"Tt's been a consistent step-hy-
step development, and SA1G i
nagar is India's No.1 para powerlift-
ing centre in terms of facilities and
equipment of international stan-
dards,” Rahely, also an Arjuna Award
winner, explained.

‘With the sutcess at KIPG 2025, the
si-year-old coach has set bigger
goals for his wards, he said, "Our
next immediate aim is to win at

least 3-4 medals at the World Cham-
pionships in Egypt this October.

Currently, Paramjeet Kumar is the
only Indian to have medalled at the
World Championships, and he is
also from out centre.”

"With the Commonwealth and
coming up next year,
ng up with full dedica-
tion. We believe future Paralympic
medallists will emerge from this
centre, and we have the potential to
create history. Our athletes are ca-
pable. and theywill do well," Rahelu
told SAI Media.
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Monarchy
supporters
torch house
try to break
barricades in

Kathmandu

Kathmandu:

The Nepal police on Fri-
day used tear gas and wa-
ter cannons to disperse
pro-monarchy  demon-
strators who torched a
house and tried to break
security barricades here,
witnesses said.

The police also fired
blank rounds after the
situation  went uncon-
trollable in the Tinkune
area where thousands
of monarchists chanted
slogans such as "Raja
aau desh bachau" (May
King come o save the
Country), "Down with
corrupt  government”,
and "We want monar-
chy back", demandmg
the restoration of the
mona.rchym\lepdl

The demonstrators
rrf'mg the nation-
of Nepal and
1ctun5 of former
ing Gyanendra Shah
torched the house in
the Tinkune area and
pelted stones as they
clashed with lice
while trying to break
barricades set up by
them.

One person was in-
jured in the clash, an
eye-wilness said.

Hundreds of riot po-
lice personnel were
deployed in Kathman-
du to avert a clash as
pro and anti-monarchy
supporters held sepa-
rate demonstrations.

The police detained
several youths for
defying restrictions
when  demonstrators
attempted to move to-
wards New Baneshwor,
arestricted area.
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Lebanon Syria sigh agreement on
border demarcation easing tensions

Beirut:

ebanon and Syr-
ia have signed an

agreement on bor-
der demarcation and
to boost coordination
between the two coun-
tries regarding security
along their tense fron-
tier, the Saudi Press
Agency reported Fri-
day.

The deal signed by
the Lebanese and Syr-
ian defense ministers
in Saudi Arabia late
Thursday came after
clashes in border ar-
eas earlier this month
left several people dead
and dozens wounded on
both sides.

The plan for border
demarcation also comes
after the ouster in early
December of the 54-year
Assad family rule in Syr-
ia, leading to tensions
along the frontier where
Lebanon's  Hezbollah
group was active on both
side of the border during
Syria’s 14-year conflict.

Hezbollah had been
fighting in Syria along-

side Assad during the
conflict that has left half
amillion people dead.
The deal also comes
after the 14-month Is-
rael-Hezbollah war that

weakened the Iran-
backed group in Leba-
non.

Lebanese Defence
Minister Michel Menas-
sa was scheduled to
visit the Syrian capital,
Damascus, on Wednes-
day but the visit was

canceled. Menassa and
his Syrian counterpart,
Murhaf Abu Qasra, later
flew to Jiddah in Sau-
di Arabia on Thursday,
where they held talks
that were attended by
Saudi Defense Minister
Khalid bin Salman and
signed the deal.

The Saudi agency said
the Lebanese and Syr-
jan  ministers signed
an agreement in which
both sides agreed on the

“strategic  importance
to demarcate their bor-
der” and the formation
of legal and specialised
committees in different
fields.

It added that both
countries agreed to
“activate  coordination
mechanisms™ to  deal
with any security chal-
lenges along the border.

It said Saudi Arabia
backs security and sta-
bility in both countries

Pakistan repays loan worth
USD 1 billion to Chinese bank

Islamabad:
Pakistan has repaid a
USD 1 billion commercial
loan to the Industrial and
C jal Bank of Chi-

The deal signed by the
Lebanese and Syrian
defense ministers
in Saudi Arabia late
Thursday came after
clashesinborderareas
earlier this month left
several people dead
and dozens wounded

on both sides. I

and that boosts security
in the region.

Over the past weeks,
authorities on both sides
of the nearly 400-kilo-
meter  (250-mile)-long
border have been closing
smuggling routes along
the unmarked frontier.

Earlier this month, in-
tense clashes broke out
along the border after
Syria's interim govern-
nient accused militants
from Lebanon's Hez-
bollah group of crossing
into  Syria, abducting
three soldiers and kill-
ing them on Lebanese
soil. The Lebanese gov-
ernment said the three
killed were smugglers.

na (ICBC) with the expec-
tation of securing its refi-
nancing soon, according to
amedia report.

This repayment has
temporarily pulled down
the country’s already
thin foreign exchange re-
serves to a six-month low
of USD 10.6 billion, the
report added.

The loan was origi-
nally provided by ICBC
two years ago at a float-
ing interest rate of ap-
proximately 7.5 per cent,
reported The Express
Tribune. The repayment
was made in two equal
tranches this month, ac-
cording to Pakistani au-
thorities.

Additionally.  anoth-
er loan tranche of USD
300 million by the ICBC
will mature by mid-April,
which the Pakistan gov-
ernment plans to retire in
the same month, sources
said.

Due to the second USD
500 million repayment in
the third week of March,
the central bank's reserves
dropped to USD 10.6 bil-

lion, marking the lowest
level in six months.

The first USD 500 mil-
lion tranche had been
paid in early March and
the central bank covered
the gap by purchasing dol-
lars from the market and
receiving some foreign
inflows.

The central bank gov-
ernor previously stated
that USD ¢ billion had
been purchased from the
market in 2024 to build
foreign exchange reserves.
Without these purchases,
reserves would have been
barely USD 2 billion, even
with support from the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) program.

The Finance Ministry
was_hopeful that ICBC
would refinance the facil-
ity. They said that diseus-
sions have already begun
but have not yet reached
the point of interest rate
determination.

Pakistan is heavily de-
pendent on China for
financial support, with
Beijing consistently roll-
ing over USD 4 billion
in cash deposits, USD
6.5 billion in commer-
cial loans and a USD 4.3
billion trade financing
facility.

Pak govt plans to counter extremist narratives through films dramas

Islamabad:
meeting,
chaired by Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, has decided to
counter extremist narra-
tives through films and
dramas, reinforeing the
national stance against
terrorism, Geo News re-
ported on Friday.

The meeting, held at
the Prime Minister's
House here on Friday,
was attended by civil
and military leadership,
along with representa-
tives from all four prov-

inces.
Officials resolved to

expose the perpetrators

of the Jaffar Express at-

tack and to aggressively
counter anti-state cam-
paigns on both tradi-
tional and digital media,
Geo News reported, cit-
ing sources.

It was agreed that the
National Action Plan
(NAP) would be utilised
to strengthen the nation-
al narrative, with author-
ities direeted to develop
an active and effective
counter-narrative against
terrorism and extremism.

The participants also
decided to prevent the
dissemination of content

that threatens national
security and harmony
while “ensuring better
coordination among
provinces. To engage the
vouth, films and dramas
will incorporate nation-
al themes to effectively

counter extremist prop-
aganda.

Furthermore, digital
media will be used to
promote pro-state con-
tent and combat mis-
information, including
deepfake content, by
providing verified infor-
mation. The government

will also integrate ter-
rorism awareness into
the national curriculum
to educate future gen-
erations about its dan-
gers.

The government’s in-
itiative comes against
the backdrop of rising
terrorist attacks in the
country, with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Ba-

lochistan emerging
as the worst-affected
provinces.

Amid a significant

increase in violence in
Pakistan, the country

was ranked as the sec-
ond-most terrorism-af-
fected nation in 2024,
according to the Global
Terrorism Index 2025
report.

Pakistan, which pre-
viously held the fourth
position, moved to
second place after wit-
nessing an alarming
45 per cent increase
in terrorism-related
deaths, with the total
rising from 748 in 2023
to 1.081 in 2024 -- one
of the steepest surges
globally.

Infinix Unveils NOTE 50x 5G+ with
world's first MediaTek dimensity
7300 ULTIMATE processor

___ NewDelhi:
Infinix, the em rg
smartphone
has officially Jaunched
the NOTE s50x 5G+, a
groundbreaking  device
that redefines smart-
phone performance, de-
sign, and user experience.
Priced at a special launch
offer of INR 10,499, the
device will be available
for purchase on Flipkart
starting April 3, 2025.
The smartphone comes
in three stylish colors—
Sea Breeze Green (Vegan
Leather), Titanium Grey,
and Enchanted Purple
(Metallic Finish)—cater-
ing to a diverse range of
users.

The NOTE s0x 5G+
is the first smartphone
in the world to feature
the MediaTek Dimen-
sity 7300 ULTIMATE
Processor, setling new
benchmarks for speed,
gaming, and intelligent
performance. Built on
a 4nm architecture, the
octa-core CPU is paired
with a dedicated APU
655, ensuring ultra-fast

processing speeds and
seamless multitasking.
Gamers will benefit from
up to 9o FPS in support-
ed games, alongside fea-
tures like Game Mode,
Bypass Charging, and
MediaTek HyperEngine
optimizations for an en-
hanced gaming experi-
ence.

Next-Level Battery
and Charging Capabili-
ties

Powering the device
is a 5500mAh semi-sol-
id state battery, com-
plemented by 45W fast
charging support. This
ensures long-lasting us-
age with minimal down-
time, making it an ideal
choice for power users.

The smartphone runs
on the upgraded XOS
15 interface, featuring
One-Tap Infinix Al that
adapts to individual user
preferences for a more
intuitive and efficient
experience.

Speaking on  the
launch, Anish Kapoor,
CEO of Infinix India,
stated,

Investors' wealth swells by Rs 25.90 lakh
cr in FY25 as markets log over 5 pc gains

New Delhi:

alal Street inves-
tors became rich-
er by Rs 25.90

lakh erore in the entire
2024-25 financial year,
with the BSE benchmark
Sensex climbing over 5
per cent, amid an overall
optimistic trend in equi-
ties.

After a stellar show
in 2023-24 fiscal, stock
markets had a roller
coaster ride in FY25.

In the 2024-25 fis-
cal, the BSE bellwether
gauge jumped 3,763.57
points or 5.10 per cent,
and the NSE Nifty
climbed 1,192.45 points
or 5.34 per cent.

e market capi-
talisation of BSE-list-
ed firms surged by Rs
25,00,546.73 crore to
Rs 4,12,87.646.50 crore
(USD 4.82 trillion) in
FYas.

"FY25 proved to be an
eye-opener for new mar-
ket participants, mark-
ing a departure from the

continuous bull run they
were accustomed to.
While robust retail par-
ticipation and domestic
ow drove a rally in
the equity markets, Flls
turned cautious, selling
off positions as valua-
tions elevated due to the
strong bull run and glob-
al uncertainties.
"Lower-than-expeet-
ed corporate earnings
particularly in the sec-
ond half of FY25 further

compounded the pres-
sure on valuations. At
the fiscal year end, pol-
icy actions by the new
Trump administration
added another layer of
volatility which mtensl»
fied market corrections,”
Palka Arora Chopra,
rector, Master Capital
Services Ltd, said.

The Sensex hit its all-
time high of 85,978.25
on September 27, last
year.

Stock markets came
under bear attack from
October onwards amid
worries over foreign
investors fleeing the
domestic market and
stretched valuations of
the equities.

In  October 2024
alone, the BSE hench-
mark slumped 4,910.72
points or 5.82 per cen

But, heavy retail in-
vestors'  participation
played a significant role

in the overall market's
positive trend this fiscal.

Also, a number of
mainboard Initial I’ul)—
lic Offerings (IPOs) and
listing of shares impart-
ed optimism in the equi-
ty markets.

The major positive
drivers behind the eq-
uity markets this fiscal
were favourable election
outcome and a surge in
retail participation, ac-
cording to Palka Arora.

"The election result
boosted investors con-
fidence by signalling
political stability and
continuation of the pol-
icies, which helped set a
positive tone across the
markets," she added.

On the last trading day
of the 2024-25 fiscal on
Friday, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 191.51
points or 0.25 per cent
to settle at 77,414.92ina
volatile trading session.
The Nifty dropped 72.60
points or 0.31 per centto
23,519.35-

FICCI ladies organisation calls for stronger support to women entrepreneurs

New Delhi:
The FICCI Ladies Organ-
isation (FLO), the apex
body for businesswomen
in India, has emphasized
the urgent need to step
up efforts to support and
strengthen women en-
trepreneurs, stating that
their success is directly
linked to the growth of the

nation's economy.
Speaking at FLO's
award ceremony for
women-led  MSMEs,

FLO President Ms.
Joyshree Das Verma
highlighted a press-

ing concern revealed
in the Economic Sur-
vey 2025: only 22% of
MSMEs in India are
women-owned.

“This is not just a
statistic; it is a call to
action. A call for us to

step up, support, and
strengthen women en-
trepreneurs  because

their success is the su
cess of our economy,”
Ms. Verma stated.

She underscored
FLO’s commitment to
empowering  women

“This is not just a
statistic; it is a call to
action. A call for us to
step up, support, and
strengthen  women
entrepreneurs
because their success
is the success of our
economy,” Ms. Verma

stated.

through skill develop-
ment, policy advocacy,

economic  participa-
tion, and leadership
mentoring. “Wom-

en-led MSMEs are cat-
alvﬂs for innovation,
employment, and eco-
nomic resilience. The
more we support them,
the stronger our nation
becomes,” she added.
Highlighting the

significance of FLO's
MSME Assist Cell, Ms.
Verma said, “It is not
just an initiative; it
is a crucial platform
that guides women en-
trepreneurs  through
financial manage-
ment, compliance, and
market aceess while
equipping them with
the right mentorship,
resources, and oppor-
tunities to leverage
government schemes.
When we empower
women entrepreneurs,
we empower families,
communities, and the
economy at large.”

The FLO MSME
Awards received an
overwhelming re-
sponse this year, with
104 applications, re-
flecting the growing

ambition and talent
within the FLO net-
work. Ms. Verma laud-
ed all participants,
stating, “The competi-
tion was intense, and
every applicant is a
winner in their own
right. These awards
recognize a few, but
every woman who took
that step forward, who
challenged norms and
pursued her business
dreams, is a part of
India’s entrepreneur-
ial success story.”
FLO continues its
mission to foster an
ecosystem that nur-
tures and  uplifts
wonen entrepre-
neurs, ensuring their
greater participation
in India’s economic
growth.

Forex Reserves
Surge to USD
658.8 Billion

Mumbai:

The country's forex re-

serves jumped by USD
4.529 billion to USD 658.8
billion during the week
ended March 21, the RBI
said on Friday.

In the previous report-
ing week, the overall re-
serves had increased by
USD 305 million to USD
654.271 billion.

This is the third con-
secutive week of rise in
the kitty, which has been
on a declining trend re-
cently due to revaluation,
along with forex market
interventions by the RBI
to help reduce volatilities
in the rupee. The forex
reserves had increased to
an all-time high of USD
704.885 billion in Sep-
tember 2024.

For the week ended
Mareh 21, foreign curren-
¢y assets, a major com-
ponent of the reserves,
increased by USD 1.669
billion to USD 558.856
billion, the data released
on Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign cur-
rency assets include the
effect of appreciation or
depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound
and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.

Gold reserves increased
by USD 2.883 billion to
USD 77.275 billion during
the week, the RBI said.

The Special Draw-
ing Rights (SDRs) were
down by USD 22 million
to USD 18.24 billion, the
apex bank said.

India's reserve position
with the IMF was also
down by USD 2 million at
USD 4.429 billion in the
reporting week. the apex
bank data showed.
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