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Neha Kakkar breaks do
Melbourne concert, ap
to fans for arriving

€@ CM Rekha Gupta presented a X1 lakh cr
‘historic budget’, aims to transform Delhi

B The total Budget outlay for 2025-26 marks a 31.5 per cent increase from the previous year. To combat
pollution in Delhi, Rs 300 crore has been set aside by the BJP government.

Delhi Govt’s
Women Welfare
Schemes: Financial
Aid, Safety, & More

Opposition
accuses Govt of
centralizing power
through bills
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UP saw more
development

in last 8 years
than in 70 years
before that: CM
Adityanath
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India Loses 3%
GDP Annually
Due to Road
Accidents: Gadkari
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Abhisekh Byahut
New Delhi
elhi Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta
on Tuesday pre-
sented a historic %1 lakh
crore budget for the fis-
cal year 2025-26, mark-
mg a significant 31.. 5%
increase from the previ-
ous year. This is the first
budget from a BJP-led
government in Delhi
in over 26 years, and
CM Gupta termed it as
a roadmap to make the
capital self-reliant and
more developed.
e budget focuses
on ten key areas, in-
cluding cleaning the

Yamuna River, women
empowerment,

Cash row: SC in-house
panel begins probe, visits
Justice Varma'’s house

improv-

New Delhi
he three mem-
bers of a Supreme
Court-appointed

in-house committee
visited the residence
of Delhi High Court
judge Yashwant Varma
on Tuesday as it com-
menced its inquiry into
allegations of discovery
of a cash pile at his res-
idence here.

Justice Sheel Nagu,
Chief Justice of the High
Court of Punjab and
Haryana, Justice G S
Sandhawalia, Chief Jus-
tice of the High Court
of Himachal Pradesh,
and Anu Sivaraman, a
Jjudge of the High Court
of Karnataka, reached
Justice Varma’s official
residence at 30, Tugh-
lak Crescent and were
inside for around 30-35
minutes.

The committee is
learnt to have inspected
the site before leaving in
the afternoon, the soure-
es said.

It is not known wheth-
er Justice Varma was at
his residence when the
inquiry panel reached.

The findings of the
crucial inquiry will de-
cide the fate of Justice

HIGHLIGHTS

W %300 crore allocated
to address pollution.

W 3500 crore set aside
for cleaning the
Yamuna River, simi-
lar to the Sabarmati
project.

W 9000 crore for
Clean drinking water
and sanitation ef-
forts.

W 36,874 crore to set
up more health
centers and enhance
existing health

ing infrastructure, and
enhancing water con-

Varma who is facing al-
legations that “four to
five semi-burnt sacks of
Indian currency notes”
were found in his Lu-
tyens home following a
fire incident at around
11.35 pm on March 14.
The apex court Colle-
gium had recommend-
ed the repatriation of
Justice Varma, who was
de-rostered by the Del-
hi High Court following
a directive from Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna, to his parent
Allahabad High Court.
On March 22, the
CJI  constituted the
three-member com-
mittee to conduct an
in-house inquiry into
allegations against Jus-
tice Varma and decided
to upload the in-house
inquiry report of Chief
Justice D K Upadhyay of
the Delhi High Court in
the incident. It included
photos and videos of the
alleged discovery of a
huge stash of cash.
Justice Varma strong-
ly denounced the al-
legations and said no
cash was ever placed in
the storeroom either by
him or any of my family
members. Agency

India, US trade talks begin; agreement
aiming for $500 Billion commerce

New Delhi
enior officials of
India and the US
will begin three-day

talks on the proposed
bilateral trade agrement
here on Wednesday
amid threats of recip-
rocal tariffs from the
Trump-administration,
an official said.

To formally start the
negotiations on  the
pact, Assistant US Trade
Representative for
South and Central Asia
Brendan Lynch, along
with a team of officials,
is here.

He will hold discus-
sions with Additional
Secretary in the Depart-
ment of Commerce Ra-
Jjesh Agrawal.

The two sides will

se the contours,
schedule of negotiations
and terms of reference
of the agreement during
their deliberations, the
official said.

The agreement would
be finalised in two phas-
es and the first phase is
expected to focus on is-
sues pertaining to goods
trade.

India and the US are tar-
geting to conclude the first

phase or tranche of the
agreement by fall of 2025
(September-October).
Normally in such
trade pacts, two coun-
tries either significantly
reduce or eliminate im-
port duties on maximum
(90-95 per cent) number
of goods traded between
them. Besides, they ease
norms to promote trade
in services and boost in-
vestments. Agency

schemes.

W 12,952 crore allo-
cated for the trans-
port sector.

B 5,100 crore ear-

nectivity. CM Gupta, in
her 138-minute budget

W Plans to

marked to provide
Rs 2500 financial
support to eligible
women.

install
50,000 CCTV camer-
as for safety.

W %696 crore for slum

development.

B 100 crore for estab-

lishing 100 Atal Can-
teens.

W Free laptops for
1,200 tenth-grade
students.

speech, underscored the
government’s  commit-

ment to bringing trans-
formative changes to
Delhi and sharply criti-
cized the previous AAP
administration for what
she described as years of
stalled development.

The education sec-
tor got the highest al-
location of Rs 19,291
crore, up by 19.29 per
cent from the previous
budget, followed by
health with Rs 12,893
crore and transport with
Rs 12,952 crore.

In her 138-minute
speech, Gupta also fo-
cused on infrastructure
development  projects,
announcing that the BJP-
led Delhi government has
CONTD ON PAGE-2

India China hold
diplomatic talks in Beijing

New Delhi

ndia and China on

Tuesday agreed

to work together
to make “substantial
preparation” for the next
meeting of their Special
Representatives (SR) on
the boundary question
that is set to be held in
the national capital later
this year.

The decision was tak-
en at a fresh edition
of talks held in Beijing
under the framework of
‘Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coor-
dination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC).

The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA)
said the WMCC meet-
ing was held in a “pos-
itive and constructive
atmosphere” and both
sides “comprehensively”
reviewed the situation
along the Line of Actual

Control.
“The two sides agreed
to work together to
make substantial prepa-
ration for the next meet-
ing of the Special Repre-
sentatives (SR), which
will be held in India lat-
er this year,” it said in a
statement.
The MEA said peace
and tranquillity on the
rder are critical for
the smooth develop-
ment of overall bilateral
relations.
CONTD ON PAGE-2
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MINISTRY OF
FINANCE

Insertion of Section 128A
CGST Act

penalty

2019-20.

The GST Waiver of Interest &
Penalty Scheme

Introduced under
Section 128A of CGST Act

in

to provide for
conditional waiver of interest or
both relating to
demands raised under Section
73, for FY 2017-18, 2018-19 and

Considering the difficulties faced
by the taxpayers, during the
initial years of implementation of
GST, amendments made in the

CGST Act:

® To provide for waiver of interest
and penalties for demand notices
issued under Section 73 of the
CGST Act for the fiscal years
2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20.

In cases where the taxpayer pays the full amount of
tax demanded in the notice upto 31.03.2025

5252/ 2100 /£4/2085 4 O8O

The corresponding forms must be submitted by June 30, 2025

This timeline provides businesses sufficient time to comply with the scheme while
encouraging them to regularise GST compliance without hefty interest & penalty.

Ease Your Compliance Journey with the GST Waiver of Interest & Penalty Scheme!

For more details, please refer to Section 128A of the CGST Act, 2017, Notification No. 20/2024-Central

Tax dated 08.10.2024 and Circular No. 238/32/2024-GST dated 15.10.2024
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India China hold

diplomatic

talks in Beijing
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“The two sides ex-

plored various measures

and proposals to give
sffeet o the d
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Par panel recommends ‘Inter-Ministerial
Women’s Tourism Safety Task Force’

New Dielhi:

taken dufing the 23rd
meeting of the Special
Representatives oa the
indiaChina  boundary
question in Befjing in
December 2024 and to
advance effective border
management,” it gaid.
The Indlan  tead-
out said the two sides
agreed to mamtain and
strengthen relevant
diplematic and military

parliamentary
pans] has recom-
mended  estab-

lighing an 'Inter-Minis-
teria] Women's Tourism
Safel Tack Foree’ to

op mmptehanswe
safaly protocols, moni-
toring mechanizms and
smergsney reaponse
aystems specifically de-
signed for women tour-
ista.

mechanisms  towards In its repore presentad
thigend. in Parliament on Tues-

They also 1 day, the has-
views oh ‘early TL’iump acknowledged that envi-

tion  of cross-border
coopsration and  ex-
changes, incuding on
wrans-border rivers and
Katlagh-Mansgarovar
Yatra," the MEA aaid,

The Indian delezation
at the talks was led by
Gourangalal Das, Joint
Secretary (East Asia) in
the MEA,

The Chinese delsga-
tion was led by Hong
Liang, Dirtector Gener-
al of the Boundary and
Oceanic Affaire Depart-
ment of the Chinese
Ministty of Forsign Af-
fairs.

At Contact :
0818-709841

ronmental sustainability
muft fransition from an
“auxiliaty consideration
to a core principle™ in
tourism  development,
and to inatitutionaliye
thig approsch, it hasree-
ommended developing
the 'Mational Sustaina-
ble Tourlzm Certifica-
tion System’ with clsazly

defined parameters for
ecological Tmpact, re-
source  efficiency, and
cotmmunity engage-
rent,

The ‘teport — ‘De-
mands  for  Grants

{2025-26) of Minddtry of
Tourism’ -- is by the De-
partment-related Parlia-
mentary Standing Com-
mittee  on  Transport,
Tourism and Culture,

Inthe report, the Com-
mittee aayq that it views
with “grave cancem” the
rzduetion in alloeations
and negative recoveries
recorded under the ‘Safe
Tourist Destinations for
Women' initiative,

“This regression con-

an Inter-M

ing rech-

fa:
Wamen's Tourism Safe-
ty Tagk Foree compris-
ing TEpresentatives
fram the Ministries
of Touriem, Women
& Child Development,
Home Affairs, and state
toutism depmmeurs 1w

tradices the
]l prmmple of mﬂum'e

tourisn

The report -

‘Demands for Grants

{2025-26) of Ministry

of Tourism' - is by

the Department-

related Parliamentary
- e -

the panel flagged.

“While the Miiatey
has atiributed chis un-
derperformance to ad-
ministrative battlenecks,
pracedural delays, and
coardination challeng-
es with {mplementing
i the Commit-

on Transport,; Tourism
and Culture,

cemt higher than the RE
zozg-25allocationof Re
S50.36 crore, the report
said.

The Committes, in its
repor, zaid itnates with
“seviouz  coneetn”  the
“chromic pattern of fund
underutilisation” by the
Ministry of Tourism,
which represents not
merely an “administra-

uulngy—dri%n gafety  tive challenge but 3 fun-
ineludi imipediment

GPS-enahled trans-  to the growth of h:dja 5

portatien monitoring,  toursm petential

CCTV surveillanee at
touriet  hotspors, and
a centralised tourism
gatery application with

and
mpact women travel-
lers' confidence in In-
dinm  destinations,” #t
flagged.

“The Commitiee rec-
ommendg  eatsblishing

CM Rekha Gupta presented a ¥1 lakh cr
‘historic budget’, aims to transform Delhi

CONTFROM PAGE-1

doubled  capital ex-
penditure ta Ks 28,000
ctore in the 2095-96
Budgat.

The total Budget out-
lay for 200526 miarks
a 315 per cent increase
from the previous year.
To eombat pollution in
TDethi, Re goo ¢rore hag
been sét aside by the
BJP government.

The chief minister,
who -also holds the -
nance pertfolie.  an-
acunced a comprehen-
sive Re L500-crore plan
tw clean the Yamuna
River snd improve Del-
hi's gewage infragtruc-
rure, marking an ambi-
tious river reyenation
effort i the national
capital.

The plan  mcludes
the congtruetion of 40
decentrafised  gewage
treatment plants (STPs),
modernisation of exist-
ing 8TPs, and invest-
ment in advanced ma-

hinery to tackle waste
and poliution.

The Delhi gavernment
will set up 100 Atal Can-
teens across the nation-
al capital, allocating Rs
100 crore © fund the

1o ect.

shifting of Tihar Jail
T a mew location, &d-
ucation huk M Narela,
two new medical colleg-
o8, getting up of a mod-
etn cow ghelter, pilot
project for eliminating
ovarhead electric wires,
free laptops for 1,200
students passing Clags
X, welfare boards for gig
wotkers and auto-taxi
drivers, new industrial
palicy and global invest-
ment summit are among
the key Initiatives an-
nounced in the Budger.

The government will
algo establish “Integrat-
ed Command and Con-
trol Center (ICCC)" for
real-time monftaring of
various envitonmental
parameters like air gual-
ity, water quality, noise
levels and waste man-
agement, among others.

Presenting the Budget
in the assembly, Gupta
quoted the 1gthcentu-
1y legendary poet Mirza
Ghalib,  underscorihg
the city’s importancs,
"Ek roz apni rovh se pu-
cha ki Dilli kya hai, toh
yun jawaab mein keh

h duniya maano
nm ai aup Wl usk
jaan.” {One day I agked
my roul what Delhiis, so
1 teplied, This world is
like a body, and Delhi i

1te soul.).

To smpower women
and enhanee their safe-
ty, the Dielli government
anncunced 2 host of wel-
fare schemss, ncluding
4 monthly homorarium
of Ra 2,500, nstallation
of 50,000 CCTV camer-
ag, introduetion of Pink
PCR (ali-iemale police
asgistance) units and fi-
nancisl sid of Ra 21,000
for expecting mothers;

She gald that the gov-
ernment would launch
the Mahila Samridhi Yo-
jana (MSY) with an allo-
cation of Rs 5,100 crore.

To curb alleged cot-
tuption in the free-bus
tide scheme for women,
the gaverrrment will also
replace pink tickets with
amart cards,

The chief minis-
ter called the maiden
Budget of the BJP-ied
Delhi governmment “hig-
torie”, emphagising that

era of “corruption
and inefficiency” was
over.

This is the first Budget
pregented by a BJIP-1ed
government in Delhl in
over 28 vears, following
the party's victory over
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP] in last month's
Asgembly elections,

Gupta eaid that the
Budget is the first step
to develop the nation:
il capital. “Delhi went
down - every aspect of
development in the pagt

ecade. The previous
government ruined the
sconomic health of the
national capital like ter-
miites,” ghe said.

She anacked (e
Arvind Kejriwal-led AAT
that tuled Delhi for 10
vears for allegedly ne-
glecting basic amenitiss
in ghum clusters of the city
whils building a “Sheesh
Mahal”.

The chiéf minidter also
took a fibe at the oppo-
aition AAP MIAs m the
Assembly, by saying in
a_lighter vein that the
“Sheegh Mahal™ will be
meluded in the tourist
cireuit of Delhi for peopie
o visitic

Taking a dig at the AAP,
Gupta tecited lines of re-
newned pobt Bashir Badr,
“Dil ki baad puraani dilli
hai, o bl guzea hai, usne
Ipotaa hat" (The locality
af my heart is old Del-
i, whoever has passed
through, has looted i),

Meanwhile, Lead-
v of Opposition At
ahi_ slammed the Delhi
budget, ealling it a “hawa

hawai budget” and label-
ling it “baseless and nure-
afistic”,

She accused the BJP of
slashing key allucations
to easential sectors like
eduestion, health, and
municipal setvices, say-
g the budget reveals the
government's “intent to
wesken public servicas”,

“Fgr the fivst time in
10 years, the education
Iudget has fallen helow
20 percent, ghowing their
agenda (o destroy gov-
ernment schools, Health
spending has also been
cut to 13 per cent - the
lowest i a decade - w
dismantle free treatment
sarvicss for the poot,” ghe
said.

According to  budget
documents, capital ex-
penditure has been pro-
posed at Rs 2811548
cTore i 209526 against
budget estimates of Rs
15,084,245 crore in the last
year,

The chief minister ta-
hled in the Assembly a
budget of Re cTare
for 2ozg-26 which will
primarily be funded
through tax revenue of
Rs 68,700 crote, non-tax
revenue, gant-in aids
from the Centre and aih-
&7 SONTeaR,

The tax tevenue will
comprise Bs  qi000
crore from GST collec-
tion, Ra 8,000 crore from
VAT, Rs 9,000 crote from
giamp and registration
fees, R 7,000 crore from
Fate excige and Rs 3,700
crore from (axes on vehi-
cles.

In a key infrasorucraral
muove, the Delll povern-
ment has set aside Ra
6,897 crore for the Mu-
nieipal Corporation  of
Delhi.

The chief mimister saiil
that there iz a plan o
enhance the court infra-
stmuctare by adding zoo
more courtroms o the
exiating 690 pourt halls
in Delhi, especially at
Shastri Parle Kavkardoo:
ma and Rohini, far which
o budget provision of Ra
490 crore has been made.

A major focus has alsg
been placed on clean
drinking water and
sanitation, with Rs
g,000 ctrote allocated
for related projects.

The Delhi govern-
ment  has alloeated
Rs no00 crote for im-
proved transport Jinks
cannecting NCR, and a
toral outlay of Rs 12,052
erore for the transport
RECIOT.

systems sperifically de-
signed for women tour-
idts,” the report said,
Additionally, the
Ministry of TFourigm
ghould allopate funds

develop compr real-time asgigrance

safety protocols, moni-  features and emergency

toring 1 and  ‘tesp eapabilities, it
may ila'n‘lma'lt.} ETErgency response said.

The Government of
India has allorated Rs
2,541.07 croves (o the
Mimistry of Tourigm in
the Union Budget 2025-
26 which is 189 per

“The alarming ataus»
tes of only 33:4 per cent
utilisation of allocated
funds in 2023-24 {(Rs
Bo181 crore out of Rs
oo crore) and the con-
timuation of this trend in
2o24-25 (only R3 306,82
crore utilided thus far
out of Rs 2479.62 ctore)
indicates deep-rooted
systemic  mefficiencies
that require comprehen-
give structurml reformas,”

tee finds thege expla-
nations inadequate and:
zeflective of entrenched
operational weaknesses
that demand immediate
redressal” it said,

The panel in it report
farther =aid the flag-
ship ‘Swadegh Darshan’
scheme, with a Budget
Estimate (BE) of Rs
1,600 crore for 2025°26
Tas “consistenty shown
underutilieation”, utilis-
ing ondy Re 345,87 crore
againgt the Revised Bati-
mate (RE) of

Re 818 crore in 9n23-
24, and amere Rs133.61
crore against Rs 350
orore in 2024-25.

“Similar patierns of
underutilization plague
other key inidadves in-
chading

PRASHAD  {Pilgrim-
age Rejuvenation and
Spiritual, Heritage Aug-
mentation

Drive), raising sub-
stantial concerng about
implamentation capaci-
ty and project

Parliamentary panel raises concern
over lower allocation to DAE

New Dzl

A parhamentary pan-

el has voiced concern
over thenearly Ra 6,000
crore cut in allocation
to the Department of
Atomie Energy against
it demand of R8 43,416
arore for the 2026 fiscal.
In fita report, the
Parliamentary  Stand-
ing Committee on Sci
ence and Technology,
chaired by BJP member
Bhubaneshwar  Kalita,
asked the Deparoment
of Atamic Energy (DAE)
for urgent action to Te-
store 11§ essential fund-
ing far nuclear regearch
and ensure  wminter-
rupted progress in In-
dia’s nuclear ensrgy and
medical applications,
The DAE told theeam-
mittee that it hid soughy
a budgetary allocation
of Ra 43,4155 crore for
2o25-26but was allpeat-
od Rs 37,482.93 crore in
the Union Budget pre-
zented by Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sithara-
man on February 1.
“The committee,
thetefore, strongly tee-
ommends  immediate
action to restore egsen-
rial funding, support
nuclear research, and
ensure  umintermupied

progress in India’s nu-
clear energy and medical
applications,” according
to the repont, which wag
tabled in the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday,

The DAE tald the com-
mittee that the substan-
tial reduction in budget-
ary allocation would slow
down activities related to
bagic regearch and derail
the progrese achieved
gver the years, shaping
up info technologies over
a considerable period of
dme.

According to the re-

ort, while the DAE out-
lined strategies to miti-
gate the inpact of budget
shortfalls, the tisks pas=d
by inadequate funding re-
mained agnificant

“The committee, there-
fore, srongly rtecom-

mends immediate ac-

tion to restore sssential
funding, sappurt nuele-
ar research, and engure
unmterrupted  progress
in India's nuelear emer-
v and medical applica-
tioms,™ it gaid in the re-

TE,
The primary nreaq af-
fected by the shartfall
are tesearch and devel-
opment and the mdustry
andmineral sectors while
the power sector remains
unchanged, it added.
“Thecommitee recom-

‘mends urgent restaration

of at least Rs 5933.62
trore, particwlarly for
the research and devel-
opment and the industry
and mineral sectos, to
engure  contnued  pro-
gresg in nuglsar techmol-
ogy development and fuel

production,” accordimg 1w

therepatt
“The committee ab-
serves that the shorfall
of Rs 3,28q crore wauld
impact  long-term  Te-
search initiatives under
BARC (Bhabha Atomic
Regearch Centre), [G-
CAR (Indirs Gandhi
Centre for Atomic Re-
search), and RRCAT
{Raja Ramanna Ceatre
for Advanced Technol-
agy), glowing down in
novations in nuelear re-
actor safety, radioactive
and

Punjab govt
mulls incentiv-
izing farmers
to produce
surplus solar
energy Arora

tells House

Chandigarh:

The Punjab gnvemmmr
i mulling over incentiv-
iring farmers o produce
surplus  solar  emergy
through solar pumps
installed for agriculture
use, New and Renew-
able Energy Sources
minigter Aman  Arora
informed state assembly
on Tuesday.

He was replyimg to
a question Taised by
Naresh Puri, MLA from
Bujanpur Assembly
constitusncy during the
question hour in Punjab
Acpembly here.

Arora aaid this move
would empower the
gtate farmere, hesides
bolstering the renew-
ahle- energy. gsctor and
contribute to & sustaina-
ble future of the state.

Under thiz proposed
policy, farmers would be
compensated for exeess
wolar energy generated
beyond their own con-
fumption needs,

This surplus energy will
be fed into the grid, con-
wributing to the gtate’s en-
ergy supply and reducing
telisnce on  traditional
peg] fuels for a green-
er and more mstainable
Punjab, he said.

“By empowering farm-
e fo become active par-
tivipants in the renewa-
ble-energy seetor, we are
not ouly promoting clean
energy hut alsn ereating
TIEW ECOTIONGIE OPPOTtIi=
tieg for our farmee,” exid
Avora white adding that
the ataie-owned Punjab
Energy Development
Ageney (PEDA) will in-
gtall 20,000 solir punips
for agriculture purposes
and out of which, over
5,000 polar pumps have
already been allocated to
the farmezs in the stare.

PUBLIC HOTICE

FAI ANT BE_WIFE GUT ARTD
AWDTHER 5015 NAMELY LALIT
ANIY TARUN, §2) JAGDISH ANI:
HE WIFE BIENA AND THREER
S MAMFLY RUMIT AND THER
PAVGHTER NAMELE SR
DALIP AND HIE WIFE SMT. 20H;
T THETR D AGHTER NAMELY
HANDIN], FROM ALL  HE
MOVEABLYE AHD IMMOVELHLE
AlD ALY o

WAStE
Teactor technol-
ogies,” It furnthar said.
Mega svience projects,
wlich include regearch
on fusion energy and
directed research, may:
alsa face delays, it add-
ed.

Modi govt streamlined revision of MPs’ salaries

some states fo]low arbltrary plactlce Officials

New Delhi:

The recent 24 per cent

hike in salaries of Mem-
bers of Pariament (MP)
after a period of seven
years works out to be
around 3.1 per cent per
annum, a far cry from
big and arbirary hikes
parliamentarians  used
to grant themselves, offi-
cialg said on Tuesday.

Dfficial sources noted
that many states confin-
|1El9fuﬂuwnn “arbifary

ad hoe™ mechanism
for hiking salaries of
MLAs {members of leg-
islative assembly) and
noted that the Modi gov-
srnment had, in 2018,
tied the rise in MP 1e-
muheration to the Cost
Inflation Index to stem
eriticiam that they de-
cided on their own pay
package,

They said it was the
Prime Minister’s strang
view in 2016 that MPg
should nat decide thew
pay package, and a de-

msi:m should sither be
taken by a bady similar
to the pay commission
or it should be linked
to hilees given 1o certain
pogts and ranks from
time (o time,

An official ssid, “The
mechanizm. introduced
in 2018 ensures a fair
and  wansparent  ap-
prosch fo salary Tevi-
gions, preventing  ar-
bitrary increases and
ensuring finamcial pra-
denee.”

The Finance Act of
2015 amended The Sal-
ary, Allowances and
Pengion uf Members of
Parlisment Aet. 1054, to
link MP4' aalaries to in-
flation, speeifically using
the Cost [nflation Index
(CII) published under

approval  esch  time,
officials said. The new
mechanism  depolit-
clsed the proeess and
introduced a systematic
mechanlsm  for salary
adjustmients, they add-
ed.

The Jast revision be-
fore the 2018 amend-
ment took place in 2010,
when Parliament passed
s bill to increase MPs'
monthly ralaries from
Rs 16,000 ta Rs 50,000,
they noted. Thig Ted to
publie eviticism, as many
perceived it as MPs
granting themselves a
three-fold pay hike, they
said.

The Dbage salary in
2018 was 9=t at Rg 1
lakh per month, with

ditienal  all

the Income Tax Act of
1961,

Before this amend-
‘menf, salary Tevisions
were conducted on an
“ad hoce” bagis and re-
gquired  parfiamentary

including a constituency
allowance of Rs 70,000,
and a dailly sllowsnce
af Rs 2,000, along with
other henefits auch as
free housing, travel, and
utilities

ALL EELATIONS FROM TaEM
43 THEY ARE ROT UNDER, THE
CONTROL OF MY CLIDHIT MY
CLIERT IS MOT RESPONSIBLE
MR ANY ACT COMMITIED
BY THEM. ANTOME. DEALING
TOTH THEN MAY DO £61 AT I/
HER OWH FRE, COSTS AWD
CONS EQENCES &N [ MY CLIENT
SHALL NOT SE RESEOMSIRLE
R THE SAMY TH AN Y SEANM B

n CHAUDHARY

PUBLIC NOTIGE

It s i b sk gereral pible
et Tt Pramila Misben, wifl of S
Fakuh Slukes, miidone -af Uttt
Hages, & Hupolf U boldes of GFA,
setarratiesfod Plotio; 4 (s e
2 Adst of Mhams ml9%villgs
Hubil abadi lisois w VAT
HxGip, ¥ EELOCE UTTAM
NGAR felle 11009, Asme 55 g
yurd, Do, 07-06- 2007, whash she Tl
pirheed fiomm She B CHAND,
mshnoma SIHGH, who has
[ ——
0 22, whow meisorianinbes
v MBASIESEEOOL  HOOL,
oL MO14125, FAGE 1125 TATE
00 £ MZSSRIE-BIA HAK Hnu
HEV DELH] sy the grsperty
it Iy 10 b Biaried by Armasd e
Fabal Finnree Liveoed havmg hrarch
i AZ54 Tafencs colosy HEW
TELEL 10024 If ny pemon fus
=y hischm e e
worigs of e nblest popity
Ty gk bt e ~elamigond

ahall
Do trvated @ mll i v s pestuf
G bove popesty,

ﬂluUEmen?sUSmEVe\ ¥, e 347, mm;dwmmhnﬂsmmn = byt FEP STORY MEDITYT LT arel Pri ok L i Indien Teprmss P L, A8, Serlirs?  Winics, GaUiaan AUt gt 501U £ | v Fuisted w1 32 00t Lors R, Sahelyes, Ol M0332 i, Pros [
T

=l hoaks At

o part il el fie =

ol N putlsher = gohil e, Avernen: (1004 21 1084 983572991 ), loiea 0fee <424, 3rd Flur T-3, Seciar, Noda, \liar Pradisn 203301, Phone Sdiintiet 03 204275537, Creustion; 3598323450 E el L




Delhi govt
increases
monthly aid for
senior citizens

___ NewbDelhi

Delhi government has an-
notneed an increase in
the monthly financial as-
sistance for senjor citi-
zens, raising the amount
from Rs 2,000 to Rs 2,500
for those aged 60 to 69,
while those aged above
70 will receive Rs 3,000
per month,

Presenting the Budget,
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said the govern-
ment is committed to
strengthening financial
support schemes for sen-
ior citizens.

“The monthly assistance
for semior citizens aged
60 o 64 is being increased
o Rs 2,500, and those
uged above 70 will now re-
ceive Rs 3,000 per
month," she said.

Additionally, sentor cit-
izens from Scheduled
Caste (SC), Scheduled
Tribe (ST), and- minority
communities in the &0 to
69 age group will receive
an extra Rs 500 per
month.,

Atotal of Rs 3,227 crore
has been allocated for
these schemes, the chief
minister said.

The government has
also earmarked Rs 20
crore under the 'Grant Tn
Aid (GIA) to Recreation
Centres for Senior Citi-
zens' scheme to provide
for refaxation and

activities, she

Delhi records
season's hottest
day air quality
remains "poor’
New Delhi

Tuesday was the hottest
dav of the season s far in
Delhi, with the national cap-
ital recording a maximum
temperature of 37.1 degrees
Celsius.

According to the Indiad
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the masimum tem-
perature was 1.1 nofches
above normal .

The monitoring station at
Ridge recorded a maximum
temperature of 38,7 degrees
Colsius, 4.9 netches above
normal.

During the day, humidity
levels fluctuated between 22
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Delhi Govt's Women Welfare
Schemes: Financial Aid, Safety, & More

New Delhi
n a bid to empowey
women and enhance
their safety, the Delhi
government has an-
nounced a host of welfare
schemes, including amonth-
Iy honorarium of Rs 2,500,
installation of 50,000 CCTV
cameras, introduction of
Pink PCR (all-female police
assistance) units and a fi-
nancial nid of Rs 21,000 for

expecting mothers.

Chief Minister Rekha
Guptasaid that the govern-
ment would lsunch the
Mahila Samridhi Yojana
(MSY) with anallocation of
Rs 5,100 crore.

The scheme sims to recog-
nise and support women's
unpaid damestie labaur, en-
hange their financial inde-
pendence, decision-making
power, and self-esteem, she
said.

However, Gupta did not
specify i launch date for the
MSY Scheme.

To support pregnant
women and newbormns, the
Mukhyamantri Matru Van-
dana Yojana (MMMVY) will
be mtroduced alongside the
central government's Prad-
han Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana

Under this scheme, one
lakh beneficiarics will re-
ceive financial assistance of

up to Rs 21,000 dlong with
six nutrition kite. A budget of
Rs 210 erore has been alle-
cated for this initiative.

In an effort to strengthen
women'ssafety, the govern-
ment plans toinstall 50,000
new CCTV cameras in addi-
tion to the existing 2.8
cameras across the ety
tasaid.

"We will take concrete
steps to enhance women's
safety and security by iden-
tifving ‘dark spots’ in Delli

- thnse areas that lack prop-
erlighting, police presence,
and connectivity.”

She further added that

Delhi govt to set up
modern gaushala allocates
Rs 40 cr in FY26 Budget

New Dethi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Tuesday an-
nounced the setting up of a
model gaushala (cow shel-
ter) in Ghumanhera vil-
Tage,

Presenting her maiden
budget, Gupta, who also
tholds the finance portfolio,
1 an allocation

per cent and 59 per cent
while the minimum tem-
perature hid setfled ot 16.de-
grees Celsius, the IMD said.

The Met office has forecast
clear skies for Wednesday,
with the maximum t
ature expected 1o ise 10 30
degrees Celsius while the
minimum temperature lke-
Iy to settle around 18 de-
srees.

Meanwhile, Delhi's air
quality remained in the
‘poor’ category.

According to the Central
Pallutien Control Board, the
Air Quality Index (AQI)
reading at 4 pm was 234.

The Afr Quality Early
Wamning System for Delhi
has predicted an mprove-
ment, forecastmg o shift in
the vity's air quality to the
‘moderate’ category from
Wednesday where it s like-
ly to remain for the next
twor days.

An AQ! between o and
50 is considered ‘good', 5110
100 'satisfactory’, 101 to 200
‘moderate’, 201 to 300 ‘poor’,
301 to 400 very poor’, and
401 t0 500 'severe’,

of Rs 40 crore for setting up
the cow shelter.

"Abudget of Rs 40 erore
has been allocated to set up
a 'Model  Gaushala'
equipped with modern fa-
cilities in Ghumanhera vil-
lage of Delhi. Modern fa-
cilities will be provided in
this Ganshala for cow pro-
tection, milk production
and veterinary care,” she
added.

Gupta on Tuesday pre-

sented a Rs 1 lakh crore
1'Y26 Budget with ten focus
areas, including Yamuna
cleaning, economic eni-
powerment of women, in-
frastructure, water, and
connectivity, dsserting that
it is a roadmap for making
the national capital self-
relignt.

In  her 138-minute
speech, Gupta said this
budget is not an “isolated”
or “random dogument”.

"Rather it has a balanced
mixof everytliing, It hs the
goal of flving high in inno-
vation and infrastructure,
while ground realities like
special ‘allocation for the
deprived and model
Gaushalu have also been
taken care of. Overall - this
budget has height aswell as
depth!” she added.

such vulnerable zones willbe
stematically reduced

tress' and those with di
abilities will also be in-
ereased from Rs 2,500 to Ry
3,000. A total of Rs 3,227
crore has been set aside for
these security and welfare
measures, she said,

The CM said the one-stop
centre scheme allows dis-
tressed women {0 address all
their issues in one location

the

ment will introduce travel
cards for women 1o avail

the existing pink tickets.

"The card will allow
women to.travel freely on
public buses unytime, elim-
inating corruption linked to
tioketing,” she said, adding
that the entire system will be
digitised for better efficien-
o

“Our goal is to make Del-
hi's public transport more
accessible, reliable, and
recognised globally," Gupta
added.

Gupta also announced the
introduction of Pink Police
Control Room (PCR) units to
improve security and added
that the reeruitment of
women police officers will he
increased by forming dedi-
cated women battalions.

“This initiative will be im-
plemented in collzhoration

free bus rides, replacing the with it g

exdsting pink ticket systemto she said.

curb cormption. Additionally, two new
Presenting the 2o25-26.  women's hostels will be built

Budget, Gupta, who also  under the Sakhi Niwas Yo-

holds the finance portfolio,
announced that Rs 12.952
crore has been earmarked
for the wansport sector to
improve public transporti-
tion and urban mobility in
the capital.

To ensure u smoother,

and hasal-

Tocated a total of Rs 11 crore

far their operation.
Additionally, the govern-

free experience
for wwomen: using free bus
services, Gupta said, a new
digital trave! card will replace

jana to expand capacity. pro-
viding secure acconumoda-
tions for working women
and female students pursu-
ing higher education, she
said.

“The seheme will also offer
childeare facilities. At pres-
ent, 14 working women's
hostels are operational in
Delli, benefiting 1,935
women, the CM added.

Delhi govt allocates Rs 10 047
crores for soc1al security in Budget

New Delhi

The Delhi government has
allocated Rs 10,047 arore for
the social security sector
with Rs 0,780 crore ear-
marked for schemes and
‘projects under departments
of sucial welfare, women
and ehild development, and
SC/ST/OBC welfare.

The move comes in an
cffort to ensure social secu-
rity for all sectinns of socie-
tv.

Présenting the Budget,
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta said that Dellu should
not only focus on moderi
infrastrueture and econom-
ic growth but also ensure
that the benefits of doevel-
opment reach every section
of the society.

The government's
schemes would support
mare than 9.50 lakh bene-
ficiaries, including 4.02 lakh
senior citizens, 418 lakh
widows and women in dis-
tress, and 1.30 lakh persons
with disabilities, she said.

Gupta announced a Rs
50 crore allocation for the
“Palna - National Creche
Scheme’, to establish 500
Palna-Anganwadi-cum-
Créche Centres, enabling
‘mothers tostay in the work-
Toree after childbirth by pro-
viding childeare facilities,

The chief minister also
proposed a budget of Rs

Delhi Budget Allocates Rs 12,893 Cr for Health

The Delhi government on
Tuesday alloeated Rs 12,893
erare for the health sector in
the 2025-26 budget to sip-
port flagship schemes like
Avushman Bharat - Prad-
han Mantri Jan Arogya Yo«
jana, setup two newmedical
colleges, and add 16,186 beds
in government hospitals.

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta presented the
2025-26 budget in the As-
sembly, announcing o sig-
nificant push to strengthen
the capital’s healtheare -

A major portion of the
brudget will support flagship
schemes like Ayushman
Bharat - Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PM-
JAY), aimed at providing fi-
nancial protection and af-
fordahle healtheare to more
familics in the capital,

In her budget speech,
Gupta said the government is
committed to transforming
Delhi's healtheare system by
strengthening eritical cane

services, expanding primary
healtheare facilities, and
modernizing medical infri-
strueture,

“Our goal is to ensure 1o
one is left belind when it
comes to quality healtheare,”
she added.

The budget earmarks Rs
1,666.66 crore under the
Pradhan Mantri - Ayush-
man Bharat Health Infra-
structure Mission (PM-AB-
HIM) to boost critical care
blacks nnd diagnostics,
alongside Rs 320 erore for
setting up o0 Health and
Wellness Centres (HWC),
also known as Ayushman
Arogyva Mandirs (AAM).

Additionally, Rs9.92 crore
las been allocated for the
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission, aiming to digitize
patient records and improve

206 erore for the"Saksham
Anganwadi and Poshan 2
Seheme’, which will upgrade
1,000 Anganwadi cen.tms

The nitiative would pro-
vide not only shelter but
also help them with voca-
tonal training and skill-

into Saksk 73 building s 1o be-
Centres. come self-sufficient.
She said the centres will Gupta also introduced the

be equipped with modern
faeilities such as Wi-Fi con-

ter purifiers, smart learning
tools, and audio-visual aids
to suppert children's holis-
tic development,

These upgraded centres
would be co-located with
other government buildings
and linked to nearby gov=
ernment schools to ensure
smooth transition for chil-
dren into formal education,
Gupts added.

The chief minister also
announced a Rs 5 crore
budget for the rehabilita-
tion of Delhi's homeless
popuikition to support them.

‘Dr. B. R Ambedkar Stipend
Scheme 1o empower Sched-
uled Caste (SC). Thescheme
is allovited Rs 5 crare under
which 8C students pursuing
technical and vocational ed-
ucation in Industrial Train-
ing Institutes (IT1s), skill
centres, und polytechnies
in Delhi will receive a
monthly stipend of Rs
1,000.

Shefurther said that a Rs
2 crore budget has been
earmarked under the ‘GIA
for Revamping of DSFDC'
scheme toitprove the Del-
hi SC/ST/OBC/M i

Delhi allocates Rs 150 cr
for drain remodelling

New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Tuesday
announced an allocation
of Rs 150 crore for re-
modelling of drains in the
national capital, even as
she rued how waterlog-
ging has beconte the city’s
wdentity.

Gupta, who also holds
the finance portiolio, said
waterlogging and poor
drainage system has been
@ serious problem here,
which leads to flood-like
situation vvery year.

"Waterlogging on roads,
flood-like conditions,
headlights of vehicles sub-
merged in stagnant water
nnd pictures of smking
roads, this his become
the identity of our capi-
tal," she said.

She announced & total
budget of Rs 603 crore for
the lrrigation and Flood
Control Department, of
which Rs 315 crore has
been allocated for vari-
ous schemes,

She also proposed a
scheme of "Remodeling
of Drains for Flood Con-
trol”, for which a budget
of Rs 150 crore has heen
allocated.

The main objective of
this project is to increase
the water carrving eapac-
ity of the drains, so that
the problem of waterlog-
ping during the rainy sea-
son ean be prevented, she
said.

The government is also
planning o clean and de-
silting open water bodies
for flood control.

“Apart from this, mud-
ern machinery will also be
procured, so that water-
logging can be controlled
and flood contral can be
mademore effoctive,” she
said.

She also blamed the
previous governments’
poor administration for
the waterlogging issue in
the national capital.

"People had started say-
ing that - the rainy season
in Delhi is worst. But in
reality, the rain was not

sembly elections.

Gupta on Tuesday pre-
sented a Rs 1 lakh crore
FY26 Budget with ten fo-
cits areas, including Ya-
mmma cleaning, economic
empowerment of women,
infrastructure, water, and
connectivity, asserting
that it is a roadmap for
making the national cap-
ital self-reliant

PUBLIC NOTICE
My clients RAM CHANDER
BHART] and HIS WIFE RAN|
DEVI and their doughter ANIU
all RFO'H. NO. 140, SF,, POCK—
ET-8, SECTOR-24, ROHINI, DEL-
HI-85 and MANIL MEHRA AND
MAYANK MEHRA [daughter
and son in faw) RO FLAT NO.
111/8, AU GANJ, LODHIROAD,
INEW DELHI-110003 have sev-
erad alf their relations and de-
barred their
San/Brother/Bmther In Law
namely SANJAY BHART and
hiis wife SAPNA BHARTI from
all their movable, Immovable
properties due to their miscon-
duct/ misdeeds. My cilents
hall responsible for their any
s
ATULSAREEN
Advacate
CHAMBER NO. 307 LAWYERS
CHAMBER ROHINI COURTS,
DELHI-110085

BLIC NOTICE

Knows all men that my client
Builla Prasad Singh S/a Sh
Khagesar Prasad Singh & Usha
Devi W/o Sh. Bulla Prasad
Singh tioth B/o Village
Dhachna, Ward No. 1, PO Bar-
soighat, Distt. Katihar, Bihar -
854317 Presently at H No. 179,
Gall No.7, Samaypur, Delhi -
110042 has disown and dabiar
his son namely Arun Kumar
fram their all movableand im-
muvable properties and have
severed refations with him due
to his bad behavior, attitude
and disrespectful conduct. If
anybody deals with him shall
doso'at his own risk anid my
dients shall not be resparnsible
forthe same.

ARVIND KAUSHIK
(ADVOCATE)

Ch. Na. 306, Lawyer's Cham-
ber Block Rohini Court Com-

bad, but the administra-
tion of the previous gov-
ernments of Delhi was
bad. They never tried to
eliminate the root of this
problem, due to which
waterlogging on the roads
of Delhi was very com-
mon.

"But our government is
fully committed Lo eradi-
cating this problem from
its root,” she stressed.

This Budget is the first
presented by i BIP-led
government in Delhi in
aver 26 years, following
the parly's victory over
the Aam Aadmi Party
{AAP) in last month's as-
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Finaneial and Development
Corporation (DSFDC).

New Medical Colleges, Beds

Yojuna (AB-PMJAY), ensur-
ing more families benefit
from free, cashless treat-
ment forseriols filnesses,
“We are determined to
Dielhi's health

ity 10 excel i the midical
field.” Gupta added.
Highlighting the current
shortfall in hospital beds.
(,upm cited World Health
ion (WHO) riotms,

system with sustainable re-
forms, modern mfrastruc
ture, and digital innovation.
Everycitizen — rich or poor,
young orold — deserves ac-
cess to affordable, high-giial-
ity healtheare,” Gupta said.

She also announced (hat
two new medical colleges
will b established in Delhi to
improve healtheare services

aceessibility to healtheare:  and boost medical educa-
services, tion.
‘With a total putlay of Rs “This will provide high-
12,893 crare for the health  quality medical education to
sector — i ding Rs 3,421 Delhi's vouth and create new
crore for x.qma] projects —  employment. opportunities
Gupta sai in the healthcare sector,” she

said th

determined to make DcIln 'o
hub of quality healthcare
and medical education.

The government has also
allocated Rs 147.64 crore to
expand financial protection
under the Ayushman Bharat
- Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya

said, adding that the previous
AAP government “never took
strong steps” in the health
sector.

“Itisouraim tomake Del-
hi a hub of health and edu-
cation, and this initiative will
give our youth an opportu-

\\.huh recommend 5 beds
per,000 people.

“At present, Delhi has only
2.7 beds per 1,000 people—
far below the required stan-
dard. This is why patients
face long queues for OPD
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Delhi govt to shift Tihar jail
allocates Rs 10

Gupta on Tuesday

announced plans to

shift Tihar Jail to
‘s outskirts while set-
ting aside Rs 10 crore in the
2025-26 budget for survey
and consultancy services re-
lated to the shifting of the
jail,

¥

Established in 1958, Tikar
Jail is one of India’s Lm,v«l
prison conplexes compris-
ing nine prisons spread over
more than 400 acres — one
prison in Rohini and six
prisans in Mandoli,

“In order to decongest the
existmg Tihar Jail Complex
for the welfare of prisoners,
 new scheme for develop-
mentof a pew Jail Complex

w shifting the eisting Tihar
Jail Complex 10 some other
location has bieen formulut-
ed," the Delhi chief minister
said while presenting the
budget in the assembly.

Located in West Delhi,
Tihar is close to Tilak Nagar
and Hari Nagar areas of the
city, Origmally designed to
house approximately 10,025
inmates, it carrently ae-
commodates aver 19,000,

leading to overcrowding and
security challenges. The | nd»

the developme t of new
prison complexes in Narela
to alleviate congestion.

Meanwhile, a Tihar Jail
source suid, "We had also
asked for space in Baprola,
but due to encroadiment, we
couldn't get that. However,
we have written to the Del-
hi government to provide
100 aeres of land somewhere
else.

The source said that Jail
Numbers 1 to g are designed

to house approximately
5000 inmates, but these
accommaodate over 12,000
pmunu’s at present.

“all Number 10 to'16 are
designed to house approxi-
mately 3,700 inmates, but
currently accommidite over
3.900 inmates. Jail \lumbu
4 inTihar and 120 M
Jail are known as

Jail' which means first-time
offenders. We have a large
number af s in these

The souree alsosaid that a
short-term proposal has

4 individuals involved in stealing e-rickshaws

arrested by Noida Sector-20 police

Staff Reporter
id

4
police led by Noida
Seetor-20 Police Station
arrested four individuals
involved in stealing e-rick-
shaws.

The suspeets are Amir
f22), Sadre Alam (19);
Fuisal (25), and another
Amir (20), they residences
in Delhi and Noida. They
formed a gang to steal e-
rickshaws from the Serv-
ice Road in Sector-31,
Noida,

Based on specific infor-
mation, a police team led
by SHO 20 DP Shukla has
arrested the above ac-
cused Sector-31, Nithari,

ACP 1 Praveen Singh
said that the arrests were
made with assistance
from local intelligence and
community policing ef-
forts. From the arrested
individuals, police recov-
ered an e-rickshaw an e-
rickshaw glass, a stepney

Based on specific in-
formation, a police
team led by SHO 20
DP Shukia has ar-
rested the above ac-
cused Sector-31,
Nithari.

——
connected to a specific

FIR (No. 92/25),another
e-rickshaw that was used
in the theft, and two ille-
gal knives, one from each
of the two Amirs involved,
Two FIRs have been
registered against the ac-
cused for the e-rickshaw
theft and under the Arms
Act against Sadre Alam
and the other Amir.

o

muking the capacity three
times. “This will make the
5 sufficient for acconi-
modation for upto five to ten
years,” the source said.
The chief minister in her
budget also announced the
formation of aseciety under
the aegix of the Delhi
Jail. The society will focus
on the reformation and re-
habilitation of prisoners. It
will schieve this by develop-
ing their overall skills

cr for survey

through various skill-im-
parting programs, Addi-
tionally, the seciety will pro-
fessionalise the functoning
of different factories and
manufacturing units within
the jails. However, CM
Rekha Gupta did not re-
vealed any date of the shift-
ing plans.

Delhi governnient offices,
ministries and departments
will also give preference in
procurement to products
manufactured in the jail
complexes of Tihar, Rohini
and Mandoli.

An officinl who reguested
anonymity said products
made by the inmates are
usually consumed in Tibar
Jail and also sold through
some shops, known us “T'har
Haat' ings from these
shopsare very less, but with
this decision, the inmates
will earn more.

“Thereare many different
products that inmates make
daily. Inmates are being paid
for their production. Tt will
be very heneficial for them if
products made m Tihar jail
are being purchased by dif-
ferentagencies,” said the of-
ficial.

Delhi Budget: BJP govt’s development
agenda is mere eyewash, says Yadav

Staff Reparter

Del ongress president
Devender Yadav here on
Tuesday said that the BIP
gavernment's first budget,
presented by CM  Rekha
Gupta in the assembly to-
day, was a bundle of lies
and betrayal for the people
of Delhi.

He said that though the
(M has announced a Rs 1
lakh crore budget, the hid-
den fact is that Rs 9y50
crore will come out of the
pockets af the tax payers to
fulfil  BJP's  welfure
schemes at a reduced ratio.

Yadav said that the CM
has termed this budget as
ane “guided by the prinei-
ples of Dr, B.R, Ambedkar,
Mahatma Gandhi and
Prime Minister Narendra
Madi's vision of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, but in
truth, the budget is based
on the lies and false prom-
ises (jumla) of Modi to he-
tray the people of Delhi.

The Congress govern-
ment headed by Shiela
Dikshit had earmarked
34.3 per cent of the tofal
budget in 2013-14 for cap-
ital expenditure and car-
ried out snprecedented
all-round developments,
Tt 12 years later, the BIP
government's budget has

[
He said that

though the CM
has announced a
Rs 1 lakh crore
budget, the hid-
den fact is that Rs
9950 crore will
come out of the
pockets of the tax
payers to fulfil
BIP’s welfare
schemes at a re-
duced ratio.

reduced the capital ex-
penditure allocation to 28

per cent, which shows that
the BIP's development
agendaisa mere rhetorie,
Yadav maintained.

He suid that the AAP
government had brought
down' the capital expen-
diture 10 19.85 per vent,
which halted all develop-
ment works in Delhi, and
under the BIP government
oo, there was no hope of
resuming the stalled de-
velopment works any time
soon. He said that despite
all-round increase in
prices. the BJP has re-
duced the capital expen-
diture allocation, which
proves thatthe CM's rhet-
arie on development was
that she was only paying
lip service.

Plot buyers of Ramprastha City protest against
developer, seek Haryana CM’s Intervention

Gurugram
A large group of aggrieved
plot buyers of Ramprastha
Cily in Gurugram staged a
protest outside the Hanana
Real Estate Regultory Au-
thority (HRERA) office. The
protesters accused the Ram-
prastha Group of Ce i

prastha City, Gurugram,
These bookings were made
over several years, primari-
Ty between 2006 and 2017,
Despite collecting payments
from biiyers, the campany
has yet to fulfill its commit-
ment .xllumngplmsnns—
suing letters.

ers continue to be left in
Jimho.

According to Mr. Sanjay
Jain, President of the Ram-
prastha City Buvers Group,
the wait has now extended to
more than a decade for
uumvbu\ ers, with some cas-
g to 19 years. He

and its directors of duping
them for decades by accept-
ing advance payments for
plots and failing to alloeate
them as promised. The buy-
ers, many of whom have
been waiting for nearly two
decades, have now sought
the intervention of Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini to resplve their long-
standing grievances.

The Ramprastha Group,
which operates through mul-
tiple companies with its reg-
istered office at 114, Seetor
44, Gurugram, had sold
plots ranging from 200 to
600 square yards in Ram-

Artemis Hospitals Unites Global Experts
at First Indo-UK Cough Symposmm

proudly
hosted the first-ever Indo-
UK Cough Symposium, a
Jandmark event aimed at
advancing the diagnosis and
management of chronie
eough. Leading specialists
from India and the UK came
together for this esteemed
symposium, which promot-
ed international coopera-
tion in respiratory medicine,

The event was attended by
renowned global faculty,
Prof. James Hull, Respira-
tory Physician, Royal

al Callege NHS, who shared
their valuable insights on
the latest advancements in
cough research, tew treat-
ment options, and optimal
care for pitients.

They were accompanied
by renowned members of
the intemal team at Artemis
Hospitals, including Dr.
Shashidhar TB(Head -Sur-
gery (ENT)), Dr. Arun
Chowdary Kotari (Unit
Head & Sr. G - res-

The event was at-
tended by renowned
global faculty, Prof.
James Hull, Respira-
tory Physician, Royal
Brompton Hospital
and Dr. Romana
Kuchai, Ear, Nose &
Throat Specialist, Im-
perial College NHS,
who shared their valu-
able insights on the
Iatest advancements

in cough research, new

piratory disease & Sleep
Medicine (Unit 1)), and Dr.
Shweta Bansal (Sr. Consult-
ant & Unit Head - Respir
tory Disease & Slecp Medi-
cime (Unit 1)), who con-
tributed thetr expes nd
experience, thus making the
symposium a fertile ground
for scientific exchange,

and optimal care for

Eaﬁents‘

Speaking shout the sig-
aificance of this symposiuim,
Dr. Shashidhar T8, Head -
Surgery (ENT), Artemis
Hospitals, said “Chronic
cough is a challenging con-
dition with a considersble

tients. This symposium is a
critical step toward bridging
the knowledge gap and fa-
cilitating international col-
laboration to maximize di-
agnosis and treatment out-

onitcomes for our putients.”

Present at the event Dr.
Shweta Bansal, Sr. Consult-
ant & Unit Head - respira-
tory disease & Sleep Medi-
eine (Unit IT) Said “Chronic
cough remains an often-
overlooked yet distressing
condition far many patients.
Thissympositm has helped
bridge the gap between re-
search and elinical practice,
equipping us with innovative
approaches to enhance pa-
tient care. We are exeited
about the future possibilities
that sach global collabora-
tions bring to respiratory
medicine.”

The sy com-

Many buyers invested
their hard-camed moneyin
these plots with the hope of
building their dream homes,
The company provided re-
ecipis acknowledging fall
payments and, in some cas-
s, even issued preliminary
allotment letters for plots
in sectors 92, 93,95, and 37
€ & D of Ramprastha City.
Several buyers were assured
via email that their plots in
Sector 37 C& D would be al-
located once HRERA ap-
proval was secured. Howev-
er, despite repeated assur-
ances, no concrete action
s been taken, and the buy-

sla il«l that \la&mlu relentless
follow-ups, personal meet-
ings with the directors of
the companies, and even
discussions with the Chair-
man of Ramprastha Group,
Shri Balwant Singh Chaud-
hary, the buyers have re-
ceived nothing but false
promises. No demarcation of
plats has been completed, no
final allotment letters have
been issued, and no devel-
opment work has com-
menced at the site. The com-
pany, under various pre-
texts, his been delaying the
process and has shown no
commitment to handing

over possession of the plots.

With many of the affected
buyers now being seror it
izens, their fight for justice
has become even more ur-
gent. Mr. Sanjay Arors, Vies
President of the plot buyers”
group, highlighted that sev-
eral huyers have already ap-
proached TTRERA and filed
complaints against the de-
veloper, He expressed con-
cems that despite having
vast land parcels in Guru-
gram, the company appeans
unwilling to allocate plots to
genuine buyers, Tnstead,
there is growing apprehen-
ston among the buvers that
the developer might sell the
land to other real estate
firms, further depriving
them of their rightful prop-
erty.

The protesting buyers
have now written to Faryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini and other relevant au-

3-day fair at Shilp Haat begins
to mark eight years of Yogi govt

A three day long fair was
held here at Shilp Haat in
sector-35A to mark eight
vears of the Yogi govern-
ment it UP, The fair was in-
augurated by the district in-
charge minister Brijesh
Singh.

On this pecasion, he said
that during these eight
vears, there have been ex-
tensive changes in UP, Re-
markable warks have been
done by the government
from the farmers who pro-
vide food to the women. He
saiid that the double engine
government has done de-

prised recent discussions,
cdse presentation, and in-
teractive sessions, high-

7 work in the coun-

try and the state.
Many programmes were
organised in Gautam Budh

comes, We dre hunarvd to h"hhng Lhe worth of -m in-  Nagar on Tuesday to mark
have invited th linary apy h to letion of eight vears of
and will look forward to fir- ¢ hmmc cough. The sympo-  BJIP's rule under the leader-
ther progress in respiratory  sium received o good re-  shipof CM Yogi Adityanath
health.” sponse from renowned pul-  in Uttar Pradesh. People

Aceording to Dr. Amin Ko-
tru, Unit Head & Sr. Con-
sultant - respiratory disease
& Sleep Medicing (Unit T)
“The Indo-UK Cough Sym-
posium has heen a remark-
able platform for knowledge
exchange, allowing us to ex-

monologists, ENT special-
ists, and healtheare practi-
tioners who were eager to
‘.nham.c atient care gquali-

N ‘Artemis Hospitalsis dod-
feated to establishing med-
ical excellence, mnavation,

plore the latest ad
ments in chronic cough di-

and global iation for
dev E]u[\mg healtheare. The
suecess of this is

agnosis and
By collaborating with inter-
national experts, weare en-
hancing our understanding
and ‘improving treatment
strtegies 1o provide better

the launch of a new series of
initiatives that are aimed at
building global collabora-
tions in respiratory medi-
cine,

were also made aware about
the achievements of the Yogi
government on this occa-
sium.

BIP MP Dr, Mabesh Shar-
ma, MLA Pankaj Singh,
MILA Tejpal Nagar, MLA
Dhirendra Sigh and others
were present during the pro-
gramme. On this occasion,
local artists gave & presen-
tation of cultural pro-
EUAMIMES.

Gauntam Budhha Nagar
DM Manish Kumar Verma
said that in the three-day

Many programmes
‘were organised in
Gautam Budh Nagar
on Tuesday to mark
completion of eight
years of BIP's rule
under the leadership
of CM Yogi Adityanath
in Uttar Pradesh. Peo-
ple were also made
aware about the
achievements of the
Yogi government on
this occasion,
——

fair, the people of the district
havea golden opportunity to
get information about the
achievenients of the Cen-
te governments,
ary-oriented
schemes, public welfare pro-
grammes to name a few and
to take advantage of the
schemes.

!

T this fair, all the depart-
ments of the district are pro-
viding detailed information
to the general public by set-
ting up stalls regarding the
schemes and programmes
mun by their rrspcd ive de
partments and eligible per-
soné are glso being benefit-
ed by applying for the ben-
efits of the schemes on the
spot.

Along with this, citizens
doing excellent work in var-
ious Helds will also be hon-
oured. The DM said that this
three-day fair is a golden
oppartunity for unemployed
vouths also to get employ-
ment and blish their

thorities, urging immediate
intervention. Mr, Mahen-
der Malhotra, Secrétary of
the buyers’ group, stressed
that the authorities need to
take stern action agninst the
fraudulent activities of the
company. He called for an
immediate halt to any fur-
ther dishonest, unautho-
tized, and illegal actions by
the developer, ensuring that
justice is served to hundreds
of affected buyers who in-
vested their life savings in
these plots with the dream of
building and owning a
home.

With frustmtion mounting
and no resolution in sight,
the buyers continue their
fight for justice, hoping that
the government and regula-
tory bodies will take decisive
action te hold the developer
accountable and fulfill the
long-overdue commitments
to the plot owners.

Delhi govt
allocates Rs 139
crore to boost
tourism plans [FF

New Delhi

The Delhi government
has allocated Rs 139 crore
for various schemes re-
lated to tourism and art,
culture, and language in
the 2025-26 hudget, aim-
ing to transform the na-
tional capital into a major
tourist hub.

According to budget
proposals, a' sum of Rs
117 crare has been
marked for various
sehemes, which is almost
double of Rs 66 crore al-
locuted last year.

Presenting the Budget
in the Assembly, Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta emphasised that
the city has the infra-
structure and facilities to
host an international-Jev-
el film festival.

"We propose te hold an
international film festi-
vitl this year to enrich
Delhi culturally and pro-
moteit as afilm destina-
tivm For this, T propose
an allocation of Rs 30
crore,” she said.

To boost tourism and

own employment, hecanse
loan faivs have been organ-
ised in coordination with
the Distriet Bankers Com-
mittee and employment fairs
have been organised with
the cooperation of the
rectorate of Employment
and Employment.

¥ ding, the g
has proposed an outlay
of Rs 25 erore.

The government also
plans to introduce boat
tours on the Yamuna Riv-
er, covering the stretch
from Sonia Vihar to Ja-
gatpur Shani Mandir.
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Assam Assembly
Speaker
apologises

to public for
MLAs' behaviour

er Biswajit Daimary on
Tuesday apologised to the
people of the state for the
happenings inside and
outside the House on the
previous day, which had
resulted in "injury” to his
deputy.

He ordered an in-
quiry by the assembly's

rivilege committee
into the allegation of
Deputy Speaker Numal
Momin that he was as-
saulted by Congress
MLA Nurul Huda and
others during a protest
over the conduct of a
ruling BJP legislator.

Congress legisla-
tors had demonstrat-
ed inside the assembly
building on Monday,
blocking the corridor
leading to the cham-
bers of the Speaker
and the Deputy Speak-
er, against BJP MLA
Rugjyoti Kurmi, who
had  verbally abused
and tried to physically
attack the opposition
benches last week.

Deputy Speaker Mo-
min had purportedly
sustained an injury on
his left hand during
the protest, with rul-
ing BJP MLAs alleging
that Huda had assault-
ed him in the corridor.

Opposition  AIUDF
MLAs had also entered
the assembly building
with bamboo fences,
purportedly to save
themselves from Kur-
mi, though they did not
take the structures in-
side the House.

“With great pain and
sorrow, I have to state
certain _points about
the incidents that hap-
pened inside and out-
side the assembly yes-
terday," Daimary said.

He noted that the
dignity of the House
is of paramount im-
gortance, which is run

y rules and traditions
governing it.

‘The people elect their
representatives  and
wait with great expec-
tation from them to ad-
dress their issues, he
added.

Daimary highlight-
ed that Assam Assem-
bly, approaching its
centenary year, has a

olden past and it is
the behaviour of the
members that deter-
mines its sanctity.

"But the happenings
of the last few days,
especially  yesterday
during which the Dep-
uty Speaker had to
face an unprecedent-
ed situation and was
injured, are unfortu-
nate. The behaviour of
the elected represent-
atives has tarnished
the image of the as-
sembly,” he said.
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Punjab Assembly passes resolution
on protecting state's water

Chandigarh:

he Punjab  As-
sembly on Tues-
day unanimously

passed a resolution to
prevent depleting water
level of the state with
the state government
accusing the Centre of
not helping it to con-
serve the state's water
resources.

MLA  Gurdev
Singh Dev Maan moved
a resolution in the on-
going Budget Session
of the Punjab assem-
bly to recommend the
state government to
take immediate steps
to check the depleting
water level and protect
the environment.

Water Resoure-
es Minister Brinder
Kumar Goyal, while
speaking on the res-
olution, highlighted
initiatives of the AAP
government to con-
serve groundwater and
expressed disappoint-
ment over the Union
government's  "biased"
approach.

Goyal said while the
Union government
consistently produces
reports about declining
water levels in Pun-

jab, it has "never ful-
filled" its responsibility
to help conserve the
state's water resources.
"Punjab requires Rs
17,000 crore for wa-
ter courses work. If
all water courses are
Sonstructgd and un-
ergroun: 1pes  are
laid%r the stIz;tlc:L could
save 20 per cent of its

! -
; ! —l’_‘;

water," said the minis-
ter, adding that while
many canals have been
restored, they are not
fully capable of carry-
ing water.

A significant financial
investment is needed
for infrastructure and
recharge systems, he
stressed.

Goyal said for a state

Punjab govt mulls restart of traditional
bullock cart races in Ludhiana's Kila Raipur

Chandigarh:
Formulations of the
"Punjab Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Rules,
2024' is under consider-
ation to resume the tra-
ditional annual bullock
cart races at the Kila
Raipur sports event in
Ludhiana, the state as-
sembly was informed on
Tuesday.

Replying to a ques-
tion of AAP MLA Jas-
want Singh Gajj
majra in the ongoing
budget session in the
assembly here, Agri-
culture Minister Gur-
meet Singh Khudian
said the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals
(Punjab Amendment)
Act, 2019 has been
notified by the gov-
ernment of Punjab for
bullock cart races at
Kila Raipur village of
Punjab in the event
of Kila Raipur Rural
Sports.

"Now to restart bull-
ock cart races in this
event, formulation of
"The Punjab Preven-
tion of Cruelty to An-
imals (Conduet of Kila
Raipur Rural Sports
Event and Fair) Rules,
2024' is under consid-
eration,” the minister
S

aid.

Khudian further said
that his department
has issued extensive
guidelines to all the

deputy commissioners
for dog races keeping
in view the legal posi-
tion and the instruc-
tions related to Pre-
vention of Cruelty to
Animals Act.

AAP MLA Gajjanma-
jra questioned wheth-
er there was any pro-
posal of legalizing the
sports of bullock cart
and dog racing under
consideration of the
government.

Gajjanajra said the
bullock cart and dog
races are the tradition-
al sports of Punjab and
Haryana and sought
from the government
to restart them.

Minister  Khudian
said he also agrees
that these are tradi-
tional sports.

“The file in this re-
gard has gone to the
chief minister. After

consulting the Advo-
cate General, it (these
sports) will be brought
under the ambit of law
as these sports are im-
portant,” said the min-
ister.

Bullock cart race has
not been taking place
at Kila Raipur Sports
Festival in  Ludhia-
na district, popularly
known as 'mini or ru-
ral Olympics'.

In 2014, the Su-
preme  Court  had
banned these sports
for being violative of
the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals Act,
1960.

The Punjab  gov-
ernment in 2019 had
passed the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals
(Punjab Amendment)
Bill for the resump-
tion of the bullock cart
race.

At college convocation Mann calls for more
women in politics to bring about change

Ludhiana:
Punjab ~ Chief ~ Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday exhorted young
women to join politics
and be a part of the deci-
sion-making process of
the country to bring about
much-needed change.

Addressing the annu-
al convocation of the
Government College
for Girls, Ludhiana,
the chief minister said
women have outnum-
bered men in every
other field but politics
is still an exception.

While politics has
been traditionally
dominated by men,
Mann said, now the
time has come for
women to excel in it
too.

Women's participa-
tion is imperative to
creating an egalitar-
ian society and ce-
menting democracy at
the grassroots, he said.

Mann said women

franchise carefully so
that their vote makes
a difference by send-
ing the right type of
leaders to the state
assembly and Parlia-
ment.

This will help in
making Punjab a pro-
gressive and prosper-
ous state in the coun-
try, he said.

The state govern-
ment has made con-
certed efforts to em-

power women in the
state, the chief minis-
ter said.

He said that his gov-
ernment has appoint-
ed eight women depu-
ty commissioners and
six women have been
appointed senior su-
Ferintendems of po-
wce.

Eighteen women
officers have been
a{)pointed addition-
al DCs, which is the
highest number of

women posted by any
government to these
coveted posts, he said.

The CM further said
the Punjab govern-
ment has given more
than 52,000 jobs to
the youth in the past
36 months.

He said it is a mat-
ter of "immense pride
and satisfaction” for
him that all jobs have
been given complete-
ly on merit and ex-
pressed hope that the
ionth who got the jobs

ecome active part-
ners in the socio-eco-
nomic development of
the state.

Besides being the
nation's food bowl,
Punjab also has the
distinction of being
the sword arm of the
country and its peo-
ple are well-known
all over the world for
their courage, resil-
ience and spirit of en-
terprise, Mann said.

that lost its water for
the nation, the Union
government is not tak-
ing any concrete steps
to address its water
challenges.

Goyal said that dur-
ing the previous Con-
gress government's
tenure from 2019 to
2022, Rs 2,046 crore
was spent on canal in-

frastructure.

“In contrast, our gov-
ernment has invested
Rs 4,557 crore from
2022 to 2025 on ca-
nal water conservation,
infrastructure  resto-
ration and ensurin,
water reaches agricul-
tural land, which is
more than 2.25 times
the previous expendi-
ture,” he said.

He said the state
government had decid-
ed immediately upon

forming the govern-
ment to ensure water
reaches  agricultural
land.

Previously, dam wa-
ter was utilised at only
68 per cent, but now
through the state gov-
ernment's efforts, it
has increased to 84 per
cent, said the minister,
adding that the gov-
ernment has restored
17,072 water courses
s%anning 6,300 km,
which had been dilap-
idated and non-func-
tional for 30 to 40
years.

The government re-
stored 79 canals ex-
tending 545 km, pro-
viding irrigation  to
41,135 acr

e said.

Punjab DGP directs top cops to map
drug suppliers in their districts

Chandigarh:
Punjab Director General
of Police Gaurav Yadav
on Tuesday directed all
senior police officers to
identify and catalogue
the main drug suppliers
and peddlers in their re-
spective districts within
seven days.

The directive, issued
through a stern letter,
aims to systematical-
ly dismantle supply
chains  fuelling the
state's narcotics trade.

The anti-drugs cam-
paign ‘Yudh Nashian
Virudh' launched by
the Punjab government
on March 1 has resulted
in arrest of 3,957 drug
smugglers after regis-
tration of 2,248 FIRs
across the state and
led to recovery of large
amount of contrabands,
including 137.7 kg hero-
in from the possession of
drug smugglers, said an
official statement here
on Tuesday.

"Feedback from the
citizens and other in-
puts indicate thal the
street-level  availabili-
ty of heroin and other
drugs has considerably
reduced," the DGP said
in a letter.

"However, there is a
need to carry on the
drug law enforcement
in a meticulous and pro-
fessional manner by en-

suring effective action
against the drug ped-
dlers™ persons selling
drugs in villages and ur-
ban mohallas, and sup-
pliers'™ providing drugs
to peddlers,” he said.

DGP Yadav has man-
dated all the Commis-
sioners of Police (CPs)
and Senior Superinten-
dents of Police (SSPs) to
personally oversee the
mapping exercise to pre-
pare details of the sup-
pliers funnelling drugs
in their respective are-
as and catalogue them
on the basis of interro-
galion reports, public
tips, intelligence inputs,
data from the 'Safe
Punjab Helpline' and
backward and forward
linkages unveiled in
criminal investigations
under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotrop-
ic Substances Act.

"This cataloguing
must be evidence-based
and  comprehensive,”
the DGP ordered CPs/
SSPs, while giving them
warning that vague
claims of ignorance
about drug sources
would be deemed un-
professional.

"In the absence of ef-
fective mapping, it shall
be presumed that you
(CPs/SSPs) are not tak-
ing personal interest,”
he stated.

Newly Elected Urban Local Body
Representatives Take Oath in Panchkula

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Haryana Chiel Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on
Monday urged the newly
elected representatives of
urban local bodies to work
beyond party politics and
contribute towards mak-
ing Haryana's cities clean,
prosperous, and ~free.
He emphasized their role
in the decisive war against
drug abuse, strengthening
the cleanliness campaign,
and advancing the 'Beti
Bachao-Beti Padhao’ ini-
tiative launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
The Chief Minister
made these remarks
while addressing the
oath-taking ceremony of
the newly elected Mayors,
Presidents, and members
of Municipal Councils
and  Municipalities in
Panchkula. He congratu-
lated all the newly elect-
ed representatives and
highlighted that the re-
cent civic election results
demonstrate the people’s
desire for development,

the
representatives to take
up the responsibility of
transforming their cities
into self-reliant, safe, and
thriving urban centers.
He assured full support
from the Haryana Gov-

ernment in this endeav-
or, stating that cities are
the pride of the state and
serve as a measure of
prosperity for visitors.

He expressed confi-
dence that under the
leadership of the newly
elected Mayors, Pres-
idents, and members,
Haryana's urban areas
would progress rapidly
toward becoming a devel-
oped state. He also high-
lighted the success of the
'Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao'
campaign, noting that
the number of elected
women representatives
in the civic elections had
exceeded expectations.

The Chief Minister re-
iterated the importance
of cleanliness and urged
representatives to work
towards making their
municipal bodies the best
in the state. He also em-
phasized the fight against

drug abuse, urging the
use of the 'Manas Por-
tal,' which is monitored
by Union Home and Co-
operation Minister Amit
Shah, to report drug-re-
lated activities while en-
suring the confidentiality
of informants.
He underscored the
importance of transpar-
ency and honesty in gov-
ernance, pointing out that
the state government has
allocated a budget of over
Rs. 2,05,000 crore for de-
velopment, with a signif-
icant portion dedicated
to urban local bodies. He
encouraged all represent-
alives to ensure proper
utilization of these funds
for public welfare and
state development.
Additionally, Saini
highlighted that provi-
sions have been made in
the budget to enhance
the self-reliance of urban

bodies. The budget allo-
cated to municipalities for
development has been
doubled to Rs. 3,114
crore as per the Sixth
Finance Commission’s
recommendations, and
the Urban Local Bodies
Department’s  budget
has been increased to
Rs. 5,666 crore for the
upecoming financial year.

The Chief Minister
emphasized Haryana's
crucial role in the real-
ization of Prime Min-
ister Modi's vision of a
self-reliant and devel-
oped India. He noted
that with the formation
of a "triple engine" gov-
ernment following the
civie elections, devel-
opment efforts would
accelerate threefold,
aiming to achieve the
Prime Minister's goal
of a ‘Viksit Bharat’ by
2047.

Online ticket booking system
started for Srinagar's Tulip Garden

Srinagar:
Tourists intending to
visit the famous Tulip
Garden here can now
book tickets online as
authorities have started
online and QR code-
based booking system
at several places includ-
ing the Srinagar Airport,
Floriculture ~ director
Shakeel-ul-Rehman
Rather said on Tuesday.

The garden is being
thrown open to the pub-
lic on Wednesday.

"We have planted 17.50
lakh tulip bulbs and other
flowers,” Rather said.

The director said this
year, the department has
started the facility of on-
line ticket hooking sys-
tem.

"We have also kept on-
line ticket facility. Tie-up
has also been done with
the tourism departments
of many countries and
their websites have the
link for online tickets.

Apart from this, tickets
are also available through
physical mode.

"For the first time, there
is also an online ticket fa-
cility, and in the coming
two-three years, this en-
tire process will be made
online," he added.

Rather said a QR
code-based ticket book-
ing facility has also been
placed for tourists at the
Tourist Reception Cen-
tre and the airport to

avoid rush at the garden.

"Tickets have also been
made available at sever-
al hotels, and our effort
will be that in the com-
ing years, only those
who have tickets come
to the garden to ease
the burden of traffic and
avoid rush,” he said.

The  director  ex-
pressed hope of an in-
creased footfall this year.

"Last year, when the
garden was inaugurated,

there were about 15 days
remaining of the holy
month of Ramzan. But,
this time, its inaugura-
tion is being done in the
last days of Ramzan and
s0, it is expected that we
will cross the figure of 4.5
lakh that visited the last
year," Rather said.
Nestled between the
Dal lake and the Zabar-
wan hills, the opening of
the Asia's largest tulip
garden will mark the be-
ginning of the tourism
season in the Kashmir
valley.
The Indira Gandhi Me-
morial Tulip Garden was
set up by Ghulam Nabi
Azad, the then-chief min-
ister of the erstwhile state
in 2007, to advance the
tourist season in Jammu
and Kashmir that was
earlier limited to sum-
mers and winters.
Formerly known as
Siraj Bagh, the garden is
spread over 55 hectares.




OPINION
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By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

In India, before 2004, gov-

{OPS). Under this, a fixed
pension was given for life
after retirement. 50% of
the last salary was given
as a pension. Deamess Al-
lowance (DA) was linked,
due to whndl the pension

But NPS was implemented
on 1 April 2004, due to
which this system was
closed for newly recruited
govemment employees.

“Pension battle: Employees’
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right or government burden?”

estoration of
the Old Pension
cheme (OPS) has

become an important
social and economic
issue in India. It is not
only a matter of coneern
for government employ-
ees but also for the coun-
try’s financial policy and
social security. In 2004,
the Old Pension Scheme
was abolished and the
New Pension Scheme
(NPS) was implemented,
but in the last few years,
there has been a wide-
spread movement and
political debate among
employees regarding the
restoration of OPS.

What was the Old
Pension Scheme
(OPS)?

Imagine getting a fixed
income every montl
even after your job is
over, like "a magical
treasure that never gets
empty! This was OPS—a
defined benefit pension
scheme in which gov-
ernment employees re-
ceived 50% of their last
salary as pension after
retirement. Dearness
Allowance (DA) was also
added to this, due to
which the pension kept
inere easmg from time to
time. Under this scheme,
the government gave a
full guarantee of pen-
sion, and the employee
did not have to make any
contribution.

Pension
Scheme (NPS) and
Controversy

In 2004, the central
government  abolished
OPS and implemented
NPS, which is a defined

contribution scheme. In
this, employees have to
invest a certain part of
their salary in a pension
fund, which has to de-
pend on market-based
returns. Now imagine
that your pension is
floating on the waves of
the stock market—some-
times up, sometimes
down! This is the rea-
son why there is a feel-
ing of insecurity among
employees about NPS,
because there is no guar-
anteed pension in it.

‘Why is the demand
for OPS restoration

inereasing?
Financial insecurity:
The pension amount

in NPS depends on the
market performance,
which does not provide
permanent and fixed
income to retired em-
ployees. The pension in
OPS used to increase
with the dearness al-
lowance, whereas NPS
does not have this bene-
fit. States like Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Punjab,
Jharkhand, and Him-
achal Pradesh have an-
nounced the implemen-
tation of OPS. Lakhs of
government employees
are on strike and pro-
testing, increasing the
pressure on the govern-
ment. OPS is considered
an essential means for
financial stability in old
age. Many retired em-
ployees under NPS are
struggling to meet their
expenses.

International per-

spective: pension
systems in other
countries

Different models
have been adopted for
the pension system in
many countries of the
world. Some countries
have continued schemes
like OPS for govern-
ment employees, while
other countries have
adopted a private in-
vestment-based system.
Under the Social Secu-
rity System in the US,
government and private
employees get a fixed
pension after retirement.
However, government
contribution is limited
in this, and personal
investment is also nec-
essary. A state pension
scheme is in place in
Britain, in which the
government ensures a
minimum pension, but
privaxe schemes are en-
couraged for additional
pension.

Germany has a strong
public pension system,
where both employees
and employers make
mandatory contribu-
tions, resulting in a guar-
anteed pension. France
also has a defined benefit
pension system, where
the government plays a
major role and employ-
ees are provided with a
permanent pension.

A superannuation
fund system is in place
here, in which both the
employee and the em-
ployer make regular
investments, and after
retirement this amount
is leen in the form of a
pension.

Why do MPs and
MLAS get pensions?
An

important ques-

tion also arises: if the
pension of government
employees has been
abolished, then why are
MPs and MLAs still giv-
en pensions? Do MPs
and MLAs take policy
decisions during their
tenure, for which they
get special privileges?
In many states, MLAs
get lifelong pensions af-
ter one term, which is
different from the rules
for general government
employees. Many former
MPs and MLAs have al-
ready been working in
government services,
and they get double pen-
sions. Many employee
organizations argue that
when the pension of
government employees
has been abolished, then
public  representatives
should also be kept in
the same category. The
burden of pension of
MPs and MLAs on the
government treasury is
inereasing, due to which
the demand for abolish-
ing it is increasing.

Potential benefits, fi-
nancial  impact, and
challenges of OPS resto-
ration

Restoration of OPS
may increase the gov-
ernment’s financial bur-
den. The government
will have to allocate a
large part of its budget
for pension payments,
which may affect other
development  schemes.
Some economists be-
lieve that implementing
OPS may lead to long-
term economic imbal-
ances. A permanent pen-
sion scheme will provide
security to employees,
and they will be assured

about their future. Peo-
ple’s inclination towards
government jobs will
increase, due to which
qualified and talented
people will join the ad-
ministrative services.
When retired employees
get assured income, they
will maintain their pur-
chasing power, which
will maintain stability in
the market. OPS gives
employees an opportu-
nity to live with dignity
in old age.

conclusion

Restoration of old
pensions is not just an
employee welfare policy
but a broader social and
economic issue. The gov-
ernment has to adopt a
balanced approach and
formulate a policy that
ensures the economic
security of employees
and, at the same time,
maintains the financial
balance of the govern-
ment. The future of OPS
restoration will depend
on how the government
resolves this issue and
whether a middle path is
possible.

(Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelance
Journalist and columnist,
radio and TV panelist)

On this occasion, let
us talk about Dhaj
village in Mandvi Ta-
luka of Surat district,
which is Gujarat”’s first
eco-village. Located in
the remote forest area
of the Mandvi North
Range of the Surat For-
est Department, this
fully forest-dependent
village is setting an
example for other vil-
lages across the coun-
try by maintaining a
balance between en-
vironmental conserva-
tion and development,
the release read.

Dhaj: Gujarat’’s first eco-village
balancing environment, progress

haj, Gujarat™s

first eco-village

located in the re-
mote forest area of the
Mandvi North Range
of the Surat Forest De-
partment is setting an
example for other villag-
es across the country by
maintaining a balance
between environmental
conservation and devel-
opment, as per a Gujarat
Chief Minister”s Office
release.

World Forest Day is
celebrated on March
21 to raise awareness
among citizens about
the importance of
trees and forests. This
year, the theme for the
day is “Forests and
Food,” highlighting
the crucial role forests
play in food security,
nutrition, and liveli-
hoods.

On this occasion, let
us talk about Dhaj vil-
lage in Mandvi Taluka
of Surat district, which
is Gujarat™s first
eco-village. Located in
the remote forest area
of the Mandvi North
Range of the Surat For-
est Department, this
fully forest-dependent
village is setting an ex-
ample for other villag-
es across the country
by maintaining a bal-
ance between environ-
mental conservation
and development, the
release read.

“With the noble in-
tention of fostering
collective environ-
mental consciousness
in the state and ensur-

ing sustainable eco-
nomic development,
Dhaj village was de-

clared an eco-village

in 2016. Under the
leadership of Chief
Minister  Shri  Bhu-

pendra Patel, prepara-

tions are underway to
develop Naghoi village
in Olpad Taluka, Surat,
as an eco-village in the
coming days,” the re-
lease read.

Dhaj village is lo-
cated 70 km from Su-
rat. Situated amidst
dense forests, the vil-
lage once lacked ba-
sic amenities. There
were no paved roads
or electricity, and vil-

lagers depended on
forest produce for
their Tlivelihood. To

promote environmen-
tal conservation and
pollution control, the
GLIJEH‘ﬂ( Ecology Com-
mission declared Dhaj
an eco-village and
provided fundamental
facilities. Due to sus-
tainable techniques
and collective efforts
under the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhu-
pendra Patel, Dhaj vil-
lage has witnessed an
environmental revolu-
tion.

“Deputy Forest Con-
servator Anandkumar
stated that after Dhaj
village was declared
an eco-village in 2016,
various facilities such
as biogas, under-
ground water storage,
rainwater harvesting,
and solar-powere
streetlights were in-
troduced for environ-
mental conservation.
Intensive efforts have
been made to raise
awareness among
farmers about mnatu-
ral farming. Currently,
the Gujarat Ecological
Commission
has merged with the
Forest Department. In
the future, Naghoi vil-
lage in Olpad Taluka
will be developed as
an eco-village,” the re-
lease read.

The total working
area of the Mandvi
North Range is 10,000
hectares, covering 27
villages. The villagers
earn their livelihood
through farming and
animal husbandry on
the forest land allotted
to them by the Forest
Department. Dhaj vil-
lage has been provided
with various facilities,
including  solar-pow-
ered lights in homes,
underground water
tanks for rainwater
storage, biogas units,
a cremation ground, a
mobile network tow-
er, a dairy cooperative
for women engaged
in animal husbandry,
and a classified solid
waste unit. Under the
guidance of the Forest
Department, a Forest
Welfare Committee
has been formed, led
by local youth and
community leaders, to
oversee forest conser-
vation.

“Dharmeshbhai
Vasava, President of
the Forest Committee,
mentioned that mobile
network connectivity
was a significant issue
in the past. However,
with the joint efforts
of the state govern-
ment and the Forest
Department, the in-
stallation of a mobile
tower has facilitated
seamless communica-
tion, healthcare, and
education services,”
the release read.

The introduction of
biogas has brought a
transformative change
in the life of Saruben
Vasava, a resident of
the village. She shared
that she no longer has
to cut firewood from
the forest, and the

biogas facility has re-
lieved her from the
smoke, which previ-
ously caused irritation
and discomfort to her
eyes. Cooking has now

become much easier
for her.
“Farmer Dashrathb-

hai Vasava stated that
the eco-village project
has resulted in the es-
tablishment of a cre-
mation ground in Dhaj
village. The Forest De-
partment has under-
taken several welfare
initiatives, such as
providing biogas, un-
derground water tanks,
solar streetlights, an

paved roads. A dairy
cooperative was also
established, supplying
milk-producing ani-
mals to women, ena-
bling them to earn a
livelihood by selling
milk. Additionally, vil-
lagers have benefited
from various govern-
ment schemes, includ-
ing the PM Awas Yo-
jana, Ujjwala Yojana,
Ayushman Bharat, and
Garib Kalyan Anna Yo-
jana under Ration card
system,” the release
read.

Daily wage labourer
Singhbhai Vasava ex-
pressed his happiness
upon receiving finan-
cial assistance under
the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, ena-
bling him to fulfil his
long-cherished dream
of owning a permanent
house. He recalled the
hardships of living in
a makeshift dwelling
and the constant wor-
ry about providing a
suitable environment
for his children™s ed-
ucation and residence.
With Rs1,20,000 from
the scheme and his
lifelong savings, he

was able to build a
well-equipped house.

“Ushaben Vasava,
Secretary of the Dhaj
Women”s Dairy Coop-
erative, shared that 15
members supply milk
daily to the Sumul
Dairy-operated coop-
erative. Women in the
village earn between
Rs10,000 to Rs12,000
per month from milk
production, making
them self-reliant. Un-
der the eco-village
project, the dairy has
been equipped with
a milk fat testing ma-
chine and a comput-
er. Previously, women
had to walk five kilom-
eters daily to sell milk
in neighboring villag-
es, but now they can
sell it within Dhaj vil-
lage, securing a stable
income,” the release
read.
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

REFELCTION

Everything clearly re-
flects. it reflects when
you are loved, it reflects
‘when you are unloved,
it reflects when you are
relaxed, it reflects when
you are disturbed. it re-
flects when you think nf
someone and blush,
reflects when someone
waits for you and your
rush. a “mere reflec-
tion of love sweetens
everything around you
and a bare reflection of
love poisons everythmﬁ
around you. eyes witl
ess, mouth with

sweetness, skin with
softness and thoughts
with greatness stay

desirable. don’t let an-
ything come in you
that you don’t want
the world to see, be-
cause everything that
is in there will reflect.

everything throws self” everyday as you
some signals that insult yourself every-|
are felt by every- day, celebrate your-|
one around self every day as
you. reflection VW you find yourself
doubles your =, everyday.
power when

it brings Moral: Be
you inside i . so clean in
ot and o vk ;‘5?. that
your power feel proud of

when it brings you out-

side in.

life is easy when you
and your reflection are
on the same page, life is
difficult when you are
your reflections don’t
really talk to each other
and life is death when
your own reflection is
your enemy. clean your-|
self everyday as you get
yourself dirty everyday,
nourish yourself every
day as you fight a bat-|
tle everyday, cherish
yourself  everyday as
ou remain with your-|
self everyday, adjust
with yoursel evex}'da'
as you change yoursel

everyday, hold your-
self everyday as you let
fall yourself everyday,|
save yourself everyda

as you spend yourself
everyday, praise your-

your reflection.
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New Delhi
Opposition membersin the
Rajya Sabhia on Tuesday
accused the NDA govern-
ment of attempling to give
more powers to the Centre
and weakening the states
through various bills and
amendments.

Participating in the dis-
cussion on The Disaster
Managerrient (Amendment)
Bill, 2024 in the Upper
House, Sanjay Yadav (RID)
asserted that only when the
states are strong then the
eountry and the Union au-
tomativally become pros-
perous and powerful

"There is a tendeney
emerging on the part of the
government that inatl i
bills the power of cents
creaes and that of the o
are decreased and such

Expressing similir views,
Mattas Ranjan Mangura)

amendment bill raises fur-
ther concerns regarding
NDRF (National Disaster
¥ Fund) all

d are being
brought,” hesaid, while de-
matiding 4 dedicated disas-
ter-relief budget for Bihar,
claiming the state is the
most affected by natural
disasters of various types
annually.

India Must
Align Climate
Efforts After
US Exit: Panel

Vew Dclh'

g play-
erlhc Iq,hl against eli-
mdte change, must take
responsibility and align
its efforts with other
countries following the
US exit from the Paris
Agreement, a parliamen-
tary pane ‘mlm a report
on Ties

Inits upun tabled in
Rajya Sabha, the depart-
ment-related Parliamen-
taty Standing Commit-
tee on Science and Tech-
nology, Environment,
Forests and Climate
Change said India should
he concerned about eli-
mute change as it hasa
large population.

“The committee is of
the view that climate
change is a global con-
cern and India, being
umongst the mast popu-
lous countries, needs to
he concerned about
that... We nmust cooperate
with other countries
globally as climate sum-
mits after the Paris
Agreement have shown
slow progress,” the 31-
member panel headed by
BJP Rajya Sabha mem-
her Bhubaneswar Kalita
said, "While taking pro-
gressive steps, India must
correlate her efforts with
ather countries,” 1

The panel expressed
coneern over the US ad-
ministration withdraw-
ing from the Paris Agree-
ment and its impact on
climate funding for de-
veloping eountries.

TUnder these
stances, India, being a
large country and a major
player in elimate change
mitigation, must take re-
sponsibility and work to-
achieving  its
goals," the panel said.

Since returning to of-
fice, US President Donald
Trump has withdrawn
the US from the Paris
Agreement and the Just
Energy Transition Part-
nerships (JETP), a mul-
tilateral initiative
launched at COP26 in
Glasgow in 2021 to help
coal-dependent develap-
ing countries shift to re-
newable energy.

from the US exit,
geopolitical issues such
as wars, trade disputes
dnd the failure of devel-
oped countries to deliver
climate finance have
weakened trust among
nations and made climate
action more difficult,

The orj

fined disaster response as
‘addressing any threaten-
ing disaster situation or dis-
aster’. However, theamend-
ment seelisto redefine it as
for meeting different as-

pedts of disaster manage-
ment”.

Stating that the change is
worrisome, he said,
stead of decentialising the
usage of the NDRF fuud, the
ventral government appears
to be asserting greater con-
trol over it, which raiSes
suspicions. Such centrali-
sation may create further
conflicts and delays in the
telief measures during dis-
asters.
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Opposition accuses Government

not extended
significant assistance to
Odisha, one of the most
lIu!lllI"ll dis

spite the state's
performance in dealing with
natural disasters,

Sanjay Singh (AAP) asked
the government 1o rise
above differences, politics
and blame games when it
eomes to the management

China has Deepseek the US has ChatGPT
-Where does India stand? AAP MP in RS

New Delhi
Aam Adami Party MP
Raghav Chadha on Tues-
day in Rajya Sabha ques-
tioned India’s position in
the worldin AL as China and
US make big strides in the
field.

(hadha said that America
has developed indigenous
models of artificial intelli-
gence such as ChatGPT,
Gemini, and Grok, while
China has come up with
Deepseek, a low cost Al
model.

“Is India lagging in the
field of AT? Will India not be
able to have its own gener-
ative Al model?” Chadha
wondered.

He said that between
2010 and 2022, of all Al
patents registered in the
world, 60 per cent were hy
Ameriea nnd 20 percent by
China,

On the other hand, In-
dia, whichi is the world's
fifth-largest economy, has
registered only half per cent
of patents, Chadha said.

He added that both, the
USA and China, not only
have a four-five years of
head start, but the,

research and development

He said that between
2010 and 2022, of all
Al patents registered
in the world, 60 per
cent were by America
and 20 per cent by
China.
I
According to him; 15 per
cent of the total A worldoree
are Indians, as about 4.5
lakh of them have been
working in foreign coun-
tries as Al professionals.
Despite India being n dig-
ital economy with over 9o
crome internel users, it has
become a consumer of Al
and not its producer, he

The AAP leader, when

asked ahout India's Al po-
tential, said that OpenAl
founder Sam Alfman termed
it “disappointing” and urged
the government to deliver a
response by becoming an
Al producer.

To be on the frontline in
the field, India needs to be
producing indigenous Al
chips, have a dedicated AT
mfrastructure find, rescarch
grants, tax breaks as well as
a checkon talemt migration,
he said.

"We have to increase the
financial investments in AL
The USA spends 3.5 per
cent of its GDP on Al re-
search and China 2.5 per
cent but India is spending
only 0.7 per cent,” the AAP
MP said.

Chairman RS Calls for Floor Leaders'
Meeting on Judiciary Issues; Asserts

Parliament's Sovereignty

Vew Delhi

In a significant move, Ra-
jva Sabha Chairman has
convened a meeting with
Floor Leaders today at
4:30 PM todeliberate on
critical issues concerning
the judiciary. The deci-
sion follows consaltations
with the Leader of the
House and the Leader of
the Opposition, under-
scoring a rare political
col gence on matters
affecting parliamentary
sovereignty.

Addressing the House,
the Chairman emphasized
that no constitutional pro-
vision allows for a review
or appeal against a con-
stitutional amendment
Highlighting the su-
premacy of Parliament,
he pointed out that any
amendment passed with
due endorsement from
state legislatures and
sanctified by the Presi-
dent under Article 111
must hold the field. He
cautioned that if a consti-
al amendment is
rend non-executable,
it raises concerns about
the relevanee of Parlia-

"This House, in
2015, unanimously
created a legal sys-
tem with only one
abstention. That
framework, en-
dorsed by state
legislatures and
signed by the
Hon'ble President,
should stand as
the rule of law.
Now is the time
for us to reaffirm
that decision," he
stated.

elf.

House, in 2015,
mously created a te-
gal system with only one
abstention. That frame-
work, endorsed by state
legislatures and signed hy
the Hon'ble President,
should stand as the rule of
law. Now is the time forus
toreaffirm that decision,"
he stated. He urged mem-
bers to reflect on the sit-

uation, stating that Par-
liament has the authority
to ensure that its consti-
tutional mandates are up-
held.

The Chairman also not-
ed the unpreced step

of national disasters.

He stressed the need to
bring together socicties, or-
ganisations and political
parties in managing na-
tional disasters while un-
derlining the role of centre,
state, CSOs and political
parties.

Ayodhya Rami Reddy
Alla (YSRCP) said the bifl
aims to modernise India's
disaster management plans,
which has been in place
since the enactment of thie
Disaster Managemont Act
2005, and it addresses the
evolving challenges posed
by disaster, particularly in
the light of climute change
and urbanisation.

However, he said, "This
bill fails to mandate disaster
risk assessmient as part of an
approval process for new
infrastructure. This over-
sight could lead to prevent-
able disasters”.

Mareover, Alla noted that
disaster relief and compen-
sation are not recognised as
enforceable legal rightsun-
der this bill

SC takes suo motu cognisance of

Ashok Kumar Mirtal
(AAP), while acknowledging
that this bill is a step to
make disaster management
maodern, said the NDMA
has becn given the respon-
sibility for national plan-
ning, which may limit the
independence ofthestates.

He also said that steps
must be taken to ensure
there is noshortage of funds
for states to deal with dis-
asters and stated that the
bill lncks disaster prevention
provisions.

Naresh Bansal (BJP) as-
serted that the bill will help
in making disaster man-
agement stronger and more
efficient through early
warning systems.

Praful Patel (NCP) sup-
ported the bill and congrat-
ulated Home Minister Amit
Shah for making NDMA
even more robust and for
the steps tuken to strength-
en the preparedness of dis-
aster management, not just
at the Centre hut at state,
distriet and urban bodies
Tevels,

Boiler Act Replaced: Lok
Sabha Passes New Bill

New Delhi

persons,

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed a bill to provide for
the regulation of boilers,
safety of life and property of
persons from the danger of
explosions of steam-boilers
and uniformity in registra-
tion.

‘Ihe Boilers Bill, 2024,
seeks to repeal the century-
old Boilers Act, 1923.

The bill wais eartier passed
by the Rajya Sabha in De-
cember last year.

The bill, which aims to
decriminalise seven offences
and promote ease of doing
business, was cleared in the
Upper House by a voice vote.

The bill also has pmw
sions to ensure the safs
persons working inside a
boiler. It also provides that
tepair of hoilers should be
indertaken by qualified and

Pilating the hill, Com-
merve and Industry Mimister
Piyush Goyal said sever]
colonial-era redundant and
obsolete provisions have
been removed and the bill
sewks to do away with the
cotonial mind-set.

"We have made the hill
simple and readable,” he
said. Allaving concerns of
certuin members, he said
the legislation is not taking
away powers of the state
governments.

None of the rights of states
s been taken away with to-
day’s law, the minister as-
sured the members.

The opposition members
walked out during Goyal's
reply when e was eriticising
the previous Congress-led
govemment for delaying this
law.

controversial Allahabad HC order on rape

New Delhi

The Supreme Court has tak-
en cognisance on its own of
controversial Allahabad
High Court that mere
gralibing of the breast and
pulling the string of a 'pyja-
ma'do nnt amount to offence
of ra

A hmlh of Justices B R
Gavai and Augustine George
Masih is slated 1o hear the
mitter on Wednesday.

Legail experts had deplored
the observation of the Alla-
habad High Coutt on what
constitutes a rape charge,
calling for a restraint by
judges and underlining the
dropin public confidence in
the judiciary due to such
statements.

“The high court on March
17hadruled that mere grib-
Dingg of the brezst and pulling
the “pyjama’ string do not
amount to offence of rape
but such offence falls under
the ambit of assaultor use of
criminal force against any
woman with the intent to
disrobe or compel her to be
naked.

Thee order was passed by
Justice  Ram  Manohar
Naravan Mishra on a revi-
sion petition filed by two

persons who moved the
court, chaflenging the order
ofa Special Judge of Kasganj
by which the ¢urt had sum-
moned them under Section
476 of IPC apart from other
sections:

According to facts of the
case, an application was
moved hefore the court of
Special Judge, POCSO Act,
alleging that around 5:00
pm on November 10, 2021,
she (informant)was return-
ing from the home of hersis-
ter-in-law (husband's sister)
along with her minor daugh-
teraged ahout 14 years.

Accused Pawan, Akash
and Ashok, who were from
her village, met her on the
way on i mutld\' road dml
asked where

was coming from her sis-
ter-in-law's place, Pawan of-
fered a 1ift to her danghter,
assuring her that he would
drop herat her residence.
Relving uin his assuranee,
she permitted her daughter
to dccompany him on his
motareyde. The accused per-
sons stoppexd their motorey-
cleon the muddy way toher
village and started gribhing
her breasts. Akash dragged
herand tried to take her be-
neath the eulvertand pulled
the string of her pyjuma.
Two persons reached the
spot on hearing the eries of
her daughter. The accused
persons threatened them
with lifie by pointing a coun-
try-made pistol and fled the
place. After recording the

from, When she replied she

statement of the vietim and

Rs 858 crore for pollution control remains
unutilized due to lack of approval Par panel

New Delhi

Rs 858 erore for pollution
control in 2024-25 remains
unutilized due tolack of ap-
proval from the Union En-
vironment Ministry for the
mnﬁm;at‘mnaf the scheme,

taken by the Chief Justice
of India in placing all re-
lated materials in the pub-

v panel has
s&ml in its report.

I the reportfabled i the
Raj ‘

fic domain. a
ing it as a healthy duwl—
opment. However, he
stressed that the matter
required further deliber-
ation, leading to today
scheduled meeting with
Floor Leaders.

"The legislature and jo-
diciary function optimal-
ly when they operate with-
in their respective de
mains with efficiency.
am confident that onr Ms-
cussions today will vield a
constructive way  for-
wird,” he added. The
high-level meeting is ex-
pected 1o address growing
coneerns regarding judi-
cil intervention in con-
stitutional amendments
and broader questions
about the sovereignty and
supremacy of Parliament
inthe legislative process.

1:'.'mx-ntz|ry Standing Com-
mittee on Science and Tech-
nology,  Environment,
Forests and Climate Change
sdid air pollution hai as-
sumed "gigantic propor-
tions", affecting not just Del-
bl but many other cities.
"In such a scenario, the
committee is shocked (o
note thit amount o the tune
of Rs 858 crore allocated
for ‘Control of Pollution',
‘whith is27.44 per cent of the
annual revised allocation of
the ministry, rémains unuti-
lized since the approval for
continuation of Control of
Pollution Scheme Ll 2025-
2615 awaited,” the 31-mem-
her panel headed by BJP
Rajya Sabha member
ul!ﬂhdﬂl’j“ ar Kalita said.
t a time when the min-
istry is required to address

the grave and eritical chal-
lenge of deteriorating air
quality, the ministry has not
been able to decide the con-
tinuation of the concerned
scheme, as a resultof which
not even 1 per cent of the
funds allocated for the
scheme have been utilized so

far," the panel sais

Under the Com.ml of Pol-
lution’ scheme, the Centre
provides financial assistance

to  pollution control
boards/committees and
funding for the National
Clean Air Programme
(NCAP) which aims to re-
duee: particulate pollution,
in 131 highty polluted cities
by 40 per cent by 2026 com-
pared to 2019-20 levels
The committes noted that
rising pollution not only
Teads to various health issues

but also harms the environ-
ment.

"The scenario of air pol-
lution in the country 15 in-
deed very grim and has beén
affecting ome and all," it said,
recommending that the
mimistry take serious note of
the ressons for this gross un-
derutilization.

talso observed that while
plantation drives are car-
ried out frequently, the sur-
vival rate of these plants is
very low.

"There is a nited not only
to plant the trees butalsn to
ensure that onee planted,
they are looked after wall
and eontinue to survive and
There is also a need
dit of the plantation
activities, so that the alloca~
tions made in this regard are
utilized optimally,” it said.

the witnesses, the court sum-
maned the accusad for of-
fence af rape.

After going through the
materials on record, the
court found, "Tn the present
case, the allegation against
accused Pawan and Akash is
that they grabbed the breasts
of the vietim and Akash tried
10 bring down the lower gar-
ament of the victim and for
that purpose, they had bro-
ken string of her lower gar-
ments and tried to drag her
beneath the culvert, but due
tointervention of witnesses
they left the vietim and fled
away from the place of inci-
dent.

“This fact is not sufficient
to draw an inference that
the aceused persons had de-
termined to commit rape on
the victim as apart from
these facts no other actis at-
tributed to them to further
their alleged desire to com-
mit rape on the vietim," the
court said.

The court in its order on
March 17 further observed
that the specific allegation
against accused Akash is that
The tried to drag the victim be-
neath the culvert and pulled
the string of her pyjama.

SC signals AIIMS
takeover if

Apallo falls short

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuisday said if poor people
are not provided free treat-
ment at Indraprastha Apol-
lo Hespital here, it willask
the All Indiz Institute of
Medical Scaences (ALIMS) to
take itover.

Abench of Justices Surya
Kantund N Kotiswar Singh
took serious note of alleged
violation of lease agreement
under which the hespital
run by Indraprastha Med-
ieal Corporation Limited
(IMCL) was to provide free
medical and other facilitics
10 one-third of its indoor
poor patients and 40 per
cent of its outdoor patients
witlout any diserimination,

"If we find out that poor
people arenot provided free
treatment, we will hand
over the hospital to AITMS,"
the bench said. The bench
ohserved that the hospital,
constructed by the Apollo
Group in 15 acre land in
posh area of Delhi which
wits given on symbolic lease
of Rs 1, was to be run on 'no
profit and no loss' formula
but has instead turned into
apure commercial venture
where poor people can
Thardly afford treatment.




Modi’s
Mukhwa visit
has enthused
Char Dham
pilgrims
Uttarakhand
govt

Dehradun:
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to
Mukhwa, the winter
abode of “Mother Gan-
ga" in Uttarkashi dis-
triet earlier this month,
has created a favoura-
ble atmosphere for the
Char Dham Yatra in Ut-
tarakhand.

Char Dham Yatra re-
fers to a pilgrimage of
four holy sites -- Yamu-
notri, Gangotri, Ke-
darnath and Badrinath
- situated in the higher
ranges of the 1limalayas.

Modi visited Mukhwa
and Tarsil on March 6.

‘Theannual Char Dham
Yatra is scheduled to
begin this year with the
opening of the doors of
Gangotri and Yamunotri
temples in the Garhwal
Himalayas on April 30.

Prime Minister Modi’s
visit to Mukhwa, “the
winter seat of Maa G
ga”, and tourist destina-
tion Harsil has created a
favourable atmosphere
for the annual pilgrim-
age. It has enthused
pilgrims even more, an
official release here said.

Ttwas for the first time
that the prime minister
came to Uttarakhand
close to the start of the
Char Dham Yatra.

Though he came to
formally promote winter
pilgrimage to the Hima-
layan temples, did con-
siderable branding of the
Char Dham Yatra too, it
said.

The prime minister's
grand promotion of the
Yatra has created more
enthusiasm among peo-

ple.

Seeing the enthusiasm
for registration, prepa-
rations are being made
for better crowd man-
agement, it said.

“The government is
busy preparing for the
Char Dham Yatra. The
travel arrangements of
Cttarakhand have at-
tracted devotees from
all over the country
and the world and have
increased their confi-
dence.

“The Prime Minister
has promoted the Char
Dham Yatra a lot. We
are committed to pro-
viding better facilities
to the pilgrims,” Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami said.

This time the Char
Dham Yatra is starting
ten daws earlier than

last year.
The Char Dham Yatra
was inaugurated on

May 10 last year. This
time it is starting from
April 30.
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UP saw more development in last 8 years
than in 70 years before that CM Adityanath

Gorakhpur (UP):
ttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister
Yogi Adityanath
said on Tuesday that his
government has ensured
more de\,elopment of
the state in the last eight
years than achieved in
70 years before that.

He said that his gov-
ernment replaced the
previous administra-
tion’s policy of “one
distriet, one mafia” with

“ane district, one medical

college”, transforming
the lives of people across
the state.

Speakmg at an event

Innt executing  maj or

in hpur, marking  de prajects,
e:ght years of the BJP- making it one of the
ed National Democratic  country’s leading states,”
Alliance (NDA) govern-  Adityanath said.

ment in the state, Adit-
vanath highlighted the
state’s progress sinece
2017.

He said similar pro-
grammes  were  be-
ing held across Uttar
Pradesh to showcase the
development initiatives
and poliey reforms un-

dertaken in the last eight
vears.
“Earlier, the state

lagged in development,
youth struggled with an
identity crisis, and un-
employment and hunger
drove people to despair.
Women and traders
felt unsafe. Today, Ut-
tar Pradesh is self-re-

Akash Jain
gra:

The three-day District
Development Festi-
val was inaugurated at
GIC Ground, Agra, with
the theme “UP - Ti
Growth Engine of India.”
The event commenced
with the traditional
lighting of the lamp by
Honorable District In-
charge and Mi r of
Tourism and Culture,
Shri Jaiveer Singh. The
festival aims to high-
light the transformative
governance and  de-
velopment  milestones
achieved under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Yogi Aditvanath.

In his address, Jaiveer
Singh underscored Uttar
Pradesh’s  remarkable
transformation from a
crime-ridden state be-
fore 2017 to an econom-
ic powerhouse today. ITe

A T

“Before 2017, riots
were frequent in the
state...there was a ma-
fia in every district. We
eliminated these mafi-
as and, instead of ‘one
district, one mafia,” we
introduced ‘one district,
one medical college,” he
asserted.

Adityanath further
said that the state, once
avoided by investors,
has now become a major
Tub for investment and
tourism, he said.

Mighlighting infra-
structure  development,
he stated that the state
now has the highest

number of expressways
District Development Festival Showcases
UP’s Growth Under Yogi Model

credited the “Yogi Mod-
el” for eliminating crime,
hooliganism, and extor-
tion, paving the way for
industrial growth, em-
ployment, and economic
stability. He stated that
under the Yogi govern-
ment’s firm policies, law
and order have been
strengthened, benefiting
farmers, entmprenenn,
and youth through i
tiatives like loan waivers,
the Kisan Samman Ni-
dhi, and the Seventh Pay
Commission.
Highlighting the gov-
ernment’s success in
attracting global invest-
ment, the Minister not-
ed that the Global In-
vestors Summit secured
%40 lakh crore worth
of MoUs, with Z10 lakh
crore materialized in the
Ground Breaking Cere-
mony attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

in the country and im-
proved interstate con-
nectivity with Bihar and
Jharkhand and also Ne-

pal.

The state also has In-
dia’s most extensive rail-
way network, the high-
est number of metro rail
cities, and the country’s
first island waterway, he
said.

The CM also men-
tioned increased crop
yields in his speech and
said, “Uttar Pradesh re-
mains the top produL—
er of food grains in

country.”

Ile pointed out that
before 2017, Uttar
Pr.xde.sh lagged behind
in 45 central govern-
ment schemes, but it
now ranks first oramong
the top two states in

He also emphasized in-
frastructure  advance-
ments, including six op-
erational  expressways,
ongoing work on 11 new
ones, a cruise service
from Gokul to Vrinda-
van, and the construe-
tion of a 567 crore ter-
minal at Kheria Airport,
Agra. Under the Smart
City project, 978 crore
has been invested in
Agra's development,
with discussions un-
derway to open the Taj
Mahal for night tour-
ism beyond full moon
nights.

MLA Shri Purushot-
tam Khandelwal lauded
the government’s com-
mitment to religious
and infrastructural
growth, emphasizing
Agra's spiritual herit-
age and advocating for
temple restoration and
beautification.

their implementation.
Speaking about Gora-
khpur, he said the

“smart city” has electric

buses, CCTV-monitored
traffic management and
enhanced security for
women and businesses,
The city also has a
thriving fertiliser factory,
improved infrastructure
and road connectivity to
Lucknow and Varanasi.
Besides, Gorakhpur now
has two new polytechnic
institutes, 23 degree col-
leges, four new IT1s, and
a veterinary college. he
highlighted.

He also noted that two
more universities have
come up since 2017, tak-
ing their number to four
and added that work was
underway for one more
varsity in the district.

——————)
He said that his gov-
ernment  replaced
the previous admin-
istration’s policy of
“one district, one
mafia” with “one
district, one medical
college”, transform-
ing the lives of peo-

Ele across the state, I

A new Atal Residential
School has been built at
a cost of Rs 71 crore. The

overnment has also
distributed over 125
lakh free smartphones
and tablets to students,
he said.

Besides, he said, in
the GIDA industrial
area, companies such as
Indian Glycols, Apollo
Tubes, and CP Milk &
Food Products have in-
vested heavily, generat-
ing employment for over
50,000 youth,

A distillery worth Rs
1,200 crore is set to be-
gin  operations  soon,
while Varun Beverages
and Tatva Plasties have
invested Rs 1,071 crore
and Rs 200 crore, re-
spectively, he added.

CM  Adityanath em-
phasised that his govern-
ment has also focused
on poverty eradication,
housing and social wel-
fare.

Both accused in Mandi firing
case arrested by Police

Rajan Punchhi
andi:
In a significant break-
through, the Mandi po-
lice have arrested both
accused involved in the
firing incident target-
ing a dhaba owner near

Pulgharat. The case,
which had been under
intense  investigation

for the past four davs,
saw a major develop-
ment when the police
apprehended the sus-
pects late last night.

The arrested mdivid-
uals have been iden-
tified as Mohammad
Ajmal (25) and Azam
(19), both residents of
Sujaru village in Muzaf-
farnagar district, Uttar
Pradesh. The duo had
been residing as tenants

in Dangu village of Balh
tehsil, Mandi distriet,

for some time, where
they worked in alumi-
num fittings.

The shocking incident
occurred on March 20,
2025, when 61-year-old
Pradeep Guleria, owner
of the "Royal Lass Kitch-
en’dhaba near Pulgharat,
was attacked. The firing
incident sent shock-
waves through the com-
munity, pro 1phng, the
authorities to launch an
intensive investigation.

A Special Investigation
Team (SIT), headed by
the Additional Superin-
tendent of Police, was
formed to probe the

matter. Alongside the
SIT, four other teams
were deployed to collect
evidence and track the
accused. The investiga-
tion involved extensive
analysis of CCTV footage
from various locations
and  the examination
of dump data from the
crime scene.

On March 24, 2025,
investigators  obtained
erucial leads that helped
identify the suspects.
Based on the gathered
evidence, the police sue-
cessfully traced the ac-
cused and arrested them
during a late-night oper-
ation. Along with the ar-
rests, the police also re-
covered the firearm used
in the crime.

Both the arrested indi-
viduals will be produced
before the court today,
where the police will seek
their remand for further
investigation.  Authori-
ties are now probing the
motive behind the attack
and whether the accused
had any accomplices.

The arrest of the ac-
cused has provided
relief to the local com-
munity and the victim’s
family. The police have
assured that a thor-
ough investigation will
be conducted to ensure
Jjustice is served.

Further updates on
the case will follow as
the legal proceedings
unfold.

Boiler Act 2024, a historic step towards
industrial safety and modernization: MP Chahar

Akash Jain

Agra:
Fatehpur Sikri MP and
National President of
BJP Kisan Morcha, Raj-
kumar Chahar, empha-
sized the significance
of the Boiler Act 2024
while addressing the
Lok Sabha. Highlight-
ing its necessity, he
stated that the previous
Boiler Act of 1923, in-
troduced during Brit-
ish rule, had become
outdated in the wake
of industrial advance-
ments, With India now
in 2025, it was imper-
ative to modernize reg-
ulations for the benefit
of workers, industries,
and property.

MP Chahar extended
his gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, acknowledg-
ing his leadership in
reforming  obsolete
laws since 2014. He
commended the gov-
ernment for replacing
punitive  British-era
regulations with fair
and just laws.

As part of these re-
forms, the Boiler Act
2024 was proposed by
Prime Minister Modi’s
cabinet on August 2,
2024. Following its
introduction by Union

=1

Minister Piyush Goy-
al in the Rajya Sabha,
the bill received par-
liamentary  approval
in December 2024, MP
Chahar stressed that
the new law was cru-
cial for workers’ safety,
a top priority for the
Modi government.

MP ~ Chahar also
linked the Boiler Act
2024 with the Public
Trust Act 2023, em-
phasizing its role in
simplifying  business
regulations. The act
enables faster inspec-
tions, digitization of

processes, aqd maod-
ernization of safety
measures,

The new law decrim-
inalizes three out of
seven offenses, en-

UP Minister Inaugurates Vikas Mahotsav Celebration in Bulandshahr

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshahr:
Bulandshahr witnessed
the grand inauguration
of the three-day Vikas
Mahotsav  celebration
on Tuesday at Nikunj
Hall, located in the Ex-
hibition Ground. Organ-
ized to commemorate
the successful comple-
tion of 10 years of the
Central ~ Government
and 8 years of the Ut-
tar Pradesh Govern-
ment, the event aimed
to highlight the devel-
opment and progress
achieved under their

leadership.

The prestigious cere-
mony was inaugurated
by the Uttar Pradesh
Government's State
Minister, Dr. Arun Ku-
mar, who was joined
by District Magistrate
Shruti Sharma and oth-
er notable public repre-
sentatives. In a symbolic
gesture of the govern-
ment’s commitment to
public welfare, the chief
guest distributed grants
and certificates to eligi-

ble beneficiaries of var-

ious schemes, reinforc:
ing the administration’s
dedication to inclusive
development.

The central theme
of the Vikas Mahotsay
was “Uttar Pradesh: The
Growth Engine of the
Nation,” emphasizing
the state’s remarkable

progress driven by prin=
ciples of service, securi-
ty, and good governance.
The venue was adorned
with intricate rangoli
designs, vibrant floral
garlands, and colorful

balloons, setting the
stage for a festive at-
mosphere.

Various government

departments active-
ly participated in the
event, setting up in-
formative stalls to edu-
cate the public about nu-
merous welfare schemes
and polieies. The Infor-
mation Department took
a proactive approach by
distributing the “Uttar
Pradesh Vikas Book-

let” along with message
pamphlets  containing
important  announce-
ments from Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath.

Students from local
schools and cultural
groups captivated the
audience  with  mes-
merizing performances
themed “8 Saal Bemisal”
(8 Remarkable Years),
reflecting the state’s im-
pressive developmental
journey. The highlight
of the event was the un-
veiling of the “8 Years
of Excellence” develop-
ment booklet by State
Minister Dr. Arun Sax-
ena, Distriet Panchayat
President Dr. Atul Te-
watia, District Magis-
trate Shruti Sharma,
SSP Shlok Kumar, and
several MLAs.

In a major welfare
announcement, of-
ficials reiterated the
success of the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana,
under which 1.86 crore
women have received
free gas connections.
Further reinforcing its

commitment to public
welfare, the government
announced the provi-
sion of free gas cylinders
during Holi and Diwali
to eligible beneficiaries.

Additionally, as part
of the Chief Minister
Mass Marriage Scheme,
financial aid and certif-
icates were distributed
to eligible families, en-
suring financial support
for the marriage of their
daughters.

The Vikas Mahotsav
was graced by the pres-
ence of several prom-
inent dignitaries, in-
cluding MLA Pradeep
Chaudhary, MLA
Lakshmi = Raj Singh,
MLA Meenakshi Sin-
gh, District Panchayat
President Dr. Atul Te-
watia, BJP District
President Vikas Chau-
han, and Thakur Sunil
Singh. Their presence
underscored the sig-
nificance of the event
in promoting govern-
mental achievements
and public welfare ini-
tiatives.

suring uniform boil-
er quality and safety

Chahar critici
Congress party for ig-
noring industrial safe-
ty reforms during its
tenure, He argued that
the British-era regula-
tions persisted under
Congress rule, with
only minor amend-
ments in 2007.
Chahar highlighted
the act's potential to
benefit industries like
power, steel, food, and
chemicals, generating
employm: opportu-
nities and enhancing
India's industrial rep-
utation. The central
government will over-
see its implementation
for three years, ensur-

ing a smooth transi-
tion and coordination.

The Central Boiler
Board will be respon-
sible for regulatin
safety measures ang
coordinating state-lev-
el inspections. Cha-
har emphasized that
state governments
should ensure corrup-
tion-free inspections,
with mandatory re-
ports from inspectors.

Additionally, he
called for a compre-
hensive disposal plan
for boiler waste (fly
ash), urging research
on its alternative uses
to prevent environ-
mental hazards.

MP Chahar hailed
the Boiler Act 2024 as
a landmark reform in
industrial safety, ease
of doing business, and
economic growth. Ile
concluded his speech
by congratulating
Prime Minister Modi
on India’s coal pro-
duction surpassing 1
billion tons on March
20, 2025 Urging
unanimous  support
for the bill, he empha-
sized its importance in
enhancing  industrial
safety, boosting in-
vestment, and gener-
ating employment.

UP govt to launch summer
camps in council schools for
students” holistic growth

Lucknow:

In a major initiative to

enhance learning and
extracurricular en-
gagement, the Uttar
Pradesh government is
set to introduce sum-
mer camps in select

council schools  dur-
ing the summer break.
Under the guidance

of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the Basic
Education Department
has begun preparations
to organize these camps
from | Maty 20 to June 15.
is initiative will al-
low students to engage
in fun learning, sports,
and various skill-based
activities.  Following
CM Yogi’s directives,
the summer canips will
run in the morning for
an hour and a half, fo-
cusing on  inleractive
and engaging activities
for the holistic devel-
opment of children.
T{;e camps will be su-

pervised by Shiksha
Mitras, instructors,
and teachers, with ad-
ditional support from
NGOs J’ graduate
volunteers

Additionally, in or-
der to ensure children’s
well-being, nutritious
snacks such as jaggery
chikki, millet laddoos,
ramdana laddoos, and
jagge? -chana will be
provided under the
Supplementary Nutri-
tion Program. This will
keep children physical-
Iy and mentally active
while fostering a love for
learning.

The summer camps
will further incorporate
Foundational Litera-

ey and Numeracy (FL-
N) based activities, life
skills, personality de-
velopment, yoga, sports,
science and technology
experiments, arts, cul-
tural programs, and en-
vironmental awareness,
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ISIS greatest
threat to
Russia's
security
says Russian
Ambassador
in Pakistan

Islamabad:
Russia's Ambassador to
Pakistan Albert P Khor-
ev on Tuesday identi-
fied ISIS as the greatest
threat to Russia’s na-
tional and regional secu-
rity, a media report said.

He told the TESS
Tribune that Afghani-
stan's efforts to combat
militancy were inade-
quate but attributed it
to economic challenges
and prevailing security
conditions in the coun-

try.

The Russian Ambas-
sador was speaking at
The Express Tribune at
its Peshawar office.

Khorev identified
ISIS as the greatest
threat to Russia’s na-
tional and regional secu-
rity, stating that Moscow
is closely monitorin%qﬂlne
situation and working
with regional partners
under the 'Quartet' for-
mat to counter terror-
ism.

Khorev also  high-
lighted Russia’s collab-
oration with regional
countries under the Col-
lective Security Treaty
Organisation (CSTO) to
eliminate militancy.

He reaffirmed Mos-
cow’s support for Paki-
stan, Afghanistan, and
other regional states in
tackling militant threats,
The Express Tribune re-
ported.

Khorev  also  dis-
missed media reports
alleging that Russia has
found evi(?ence of Paki-
stan supplying arms to
Ukraine,
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Bangladesh Chief Adviser Yunus to
begin key China visit on Wednesday

Beijing/Dhaka:

angladesh's  Chief

Adviser Muham-

mad Yunus will
start his four-day visit
to China on Wednes-
day during which he is
scheduled to hold talks
with Chinese President
Xi Jinping to reorient bi-
lateral ties after the fall
of Sheikh Hasina gov-
ernment.

Yunus' visit to Beijing
comes ahead of his re-
quest for a meeting with
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi at the upcom-
ing BIMSTEC meeting at
Bangkok to be held from
April 210 4. Itis yet to be
confirmed by India.

Yunus will begin his
China visit by taking
part in Boao Forum for
Asia, the annual meet-
ing of Beijing’s strategic
think-tank.

“China welcomes
Chief Adviser Yunus fo
attend the conference in
China”, Chinese Foreign

that China and Bang-
ladesh are traditional
friendly neighbours and
comprehensive strategic
cooperative partners”.
In Dhaka, the Chinese
Ambassador to Bangla-
desh Yao Wen told the
media that the Chief
Adviser’s visit to Chi-
na would be very suc-
cessful, productive and
a milestone visit with

Ministry pokesp
son Guo Jiakun said on
Tuesday. “Let me stress

some
“This is going to be the
most important visit by

a Bangladeshi leader in
50 years,” Yunus' press
secretary Shafiqul Alam
quoted Yao as saying
after his meeting with
Yunus on March 16, ac-
cording to a report by
Dhaka Tribune on Sun-

day.

Yunus will begin his
China visit by taking
part in Boao Forum for
Asia, the annual meet-
i f ng's strate-
mk, in which
leaders and officials be-

sides corporate heads
from different countries
take part.

Later, he will travel to
Beijing and hold talks
with Xi on March 28, ac-
cording to Alam.

Since the fall of Hasi-
na government, Chi-
na has hosted several
delegations  including
Bangladesh’s  Adviser
for Foreign Affairs of
the Interim government
Touhid Hossain and
hardline Islamic parties

Yunus' visit to Beijing
comes ahead of his
request for a meet-
ing with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi at
the upcoming BIMS-
TEC meeting at Bang-
kok to be held from
April 2 to 4. It is yet
to be confirmed by
Ind

such as the hardline Ja-
maat-e-Islami and op-
position Bangladesh Na-
tional Party (BNP).

According to the Bang-
ladesh Sangbad Sangs-
tha (BSS), the state run
news agency, during
Hossain's visit in Janu-
ary this year, China had
agreed to extend Bang-
ladesh’s loan repayment
period, ensure duty-free,
quota-free market ac-
cess for Bangladeshi
products, and designate
hospitals in Kunming for
Bangladeshi  patients’
treatment, bolstering bi-
lateral ties.

Balochistan CM orders strict
action against govt employees
involved in anti-state activities

Islamabad:

Balochistan  Chief Min-

ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has ordered strict action
against government em-
ployees and officers in-
volved in anti-state activ-
ities, according to a media
report on Tuesday.

Chairing a high-level
meeting, the chief min-
ister ordered divisional
and deputy commission-
ers to identify and act
against the officials en-
gaged in activities that go
against the state’s inter-
ests, The Express Trib-
une newspaper reported.

The chief minister said
that no government em-
ployee would be allowed
to undermine state poli-
cies, warning that viola-
tors would be dealt with
accordingly.

Meanwhile, an FIR
has been registered
against Mahrang Ba-
loch, leader of the Ba-
loch Yakjehti Commit-
tee (BYC), along with
several other leaders
and activists, in con-
nection with the killing
of three people during
a protest in Quetta, re-
ported the paper.

The case includes
multiple sections of
the anti-terrorism act
and other legal provi-
sions, police said. So far,
three cases have been
filed against the BYC in

Quetta.
Meanwhile, protests
continue across Ba-

lochistan against the ar-
rests of Mahrang Baloch
and other BYC leaders.
On Sunday, a shut-
ter-down strike was
observed for the sec-
ond consecutive day
several cities, including

Turbat, Mastung, Kal-
at, Kharan, Chagai, and
Panjgur.

During the meeting,
officials provided a de-
tailed briefing on the
law-and-order situa-
tion and service delivery
across the province.

The chief minister reit-
erated that maintaining
security and upholding
the state’s authority were
top priorities and empha-
sised that no road would
be allowed to be blocked,
and every district officer
was responsible for en-
suring law enforcement
in his jurisdiction.

India has 'intent and capability’ to interfere in election Canadian intelligence officer

Ottawa:

India has the “intent and
capability” to interfere
in Canadian communi-
ties and democratic pro-
cesses, a media report
said quoting a top Cana-
dian intelligence officer.

Canadian Security In-
telligence Service (CSIS)
deputy director Vanessa
Lloyd also claimed that
China, Russia and Paki-
stan too could interfere
in the federal election
campaign.

Lloyd was addressing
a media briefing Mon-
day on efforts to protect

the integrity of the gen-
eral election, voting for
which takes place on
April 28.

“We have also seen
that the government of
India has the intent and
capability to interfere in

Canadian communities
and democratic process-
es to assert its geopo-
litical influence,” Lloyd
said, according to CTV
News.

Under a federal proto-
col introduced in 2019,
the news channel said, a
panel of bureaucrats has
the power to warn the
public if it decides one or
more incidents threaten
Canada’s ability to hold
a free and fair vote.

The panel receives
regular updates from
the Security and Intel-
ligence Threats to Elec-

tions Task Force, which
is chaired by Lloyd.

Most  threat actors
“likely have adapted their
tradecraft to conceal for-
eign interference activi-
ty, making it even more
challenging to detect,”
she said.

Lloyd said China
is highly likely to use
tools enabled by artifi-
cial intelligence (Al) to
interfere in the federal
election campaign and
“highly likely to turn to
social media to promote
narratives favourable to
its interests”, the news

channel said.

This would be done to
specifically target Chi-
nese ethnic, cultural and
religious communities
in Canada using decep-
tive means, it said.

Lloyd also alleged that
Russia has tried to build
“dissemination networks”
across social media and
news websites that am-
plify Kremlin talking

oints.

“It is possible that Rus-
sia will use these online
networks to opportun-
istically conduct foreign
information manipu-

lation and interference
operations directed at
Canadians,” CTV News
said quoting Lloyd.

Pakistan could also
conduct foreign inter-
ference activities against
Canada in line with its
strategic aims, she add-
ed

Meanwhile, quoting
unnamed sources, The
Globe and Mail alleged
Tuesday that agents of
India and their proxies
meddled in the 2022
election of Pierre Poil-
ievre, a Conservative
Party leader.

Bajaj Finserv large and mid cap
fund marks first anniversary
with strong performance

Chandisart
Bajaj  Finserv  Asset
Management Company

(AMC) has celebrated
the first anniversary of
its Bajaj Finserv Large &
Mid Cap Fund, showcas-
ing a robust performance
in its inaugural year. The
fund has outperformed
its benchmark, the Nifty
Large Midcap 250 TRI,
by delivering a cumula-
tive alpha of 8.07% in the
Direct Plan and 6.45% in
the Regular Plan.

The Bajaj Finserv
Large & Mid Cap Fund
is an open-ended equity
scheme that focuses on
investments in large and
mid-cap stocks, setting
itself apart with its MOAT
investing strategy. This
approach prioritizes com-
panies with strong eco-
nomic  moats—distinet
competitive advantages
that provide a long-term
edge over peers. The
fund currently holds 69
high-quality stocks that
exhibit strong econom-
ic moats, such as man-
agement strength, cost

of scale, switching costs,
brand strength, and pat-
ents.

By maintaining a focus
on quality businesses that
can sustain long-term
profitability, the fund
aims to build a well-diver-
sified portfolio designed
for long-term wealth cre-
ation, ensuring resilience
amid market fluctuations.

Ganesh Mohan, Chief
Executive Officer, Bajaj
Finserv AMC, comment-
ed on the milestone, stat-
ing:“Our Large and Mid-
Cap Fund was launched
with a vision to balance
stability and growth. Over
the past year, we have
successfully navigated dy-
namic market conditions
while staying committed
to investing in quality
businesses with strong
long-term potential. We
sincerely appreciate the
trust of our investors and
remain dedicated to de-
livering sustainable value
through disciplined and
research-driven  invest-
ing.”

India Loses 3% GDP Annually
Due to Road Accidents: Gadkari

_New Delhi:

ndia is losing 3 per
Icent of its GDP due

to around 5 lakh road
accidents annually in the
country, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari said on
Tuesday.

The Minister for Road,
Transport and Highways
made the remarks while
addressing AMCHAM's
Technology Interven-
tions For Road Safety:
US-India  Partnership
in the national capital.

The most important
problem for the country
is road accidents, Gad-
kari said, noting that
every year India sees
4,80,000 aceidents,
which lead to 1,88,000
deaths of people aged
between 18 and 45
years.

The minister raised
concerns that 10,000
deaths are of children
below 18 years.

Gadakri said, "It is
one of the major pub-

L
lic health issue and the
most important thing is
also, we are losing 3 per

cent of GDP because of
road accident:
The Union minister

cited poor detailed pro-
ject reports (DPRs) as
one of the key reasons

for accidents.

"DPR consultants are
the main culprits who
are responsible for the
road accidents. (They
prepare DPRs) some-
times because of cost
saving, other different
reasons and non-seri-
ous approach....,” he
said.

Gadkari further said
that to promote helping
of accident victims, the
government has decid-
ed to provide an award
of Rs 25,000.

"We have taken the
decision that any third
person who is going
to help to the vietim
of an accident, we will
give him an award of
RS 25,000. Also, if any
patient, by accident or
after accident, is ad-
mitted to any hospi-
tal...we can give him Rs
1,50,000 maximum or
7 years expenditure for
his treatment from the
doctor," he said.

SUD life enhances claim settlement experience with continuous innovation

Noida:

Star  Union Dai-ichi
Life Insurance Com-
pany Ltd. (SUD Life),
a trusted name in the
Indian life insurance
sector since 20009, is
transforming its claim
settlement process with
a focus on innovation,
efficiency, and custom-
er-centricity.

In FY 2023-24, SUD
Life achieved an im-
pressive claim settle-
ment ratio of 98.29%
for individual claims,

95.53%  for  group
claims, and 99.09%
for Pradhan Mantri
Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana (PMJJBY)
claims. During this
period, the company
successfully  settled

1,992 individual death

§) suD LIFE
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Enriching Life!

claims amounting to
%120.97 crores, 2,190
group claims worth
%159.16 crores, and
17,386 PMJJBY claims
amounting to ¥347.72
crores.

This upward trend
in claim settlements
marks a significant
improvement over
previous years. In FY
2022-23, SUD Life

maintained a claim
settlement ratio of
96.07% for individu-
al claims, 97.37% for
group claims, and 96%
for PMJJBY claims.
The company's ded-
ication to excellence
was also evident in FY
2021-22, with settle-
ment ratios of 97.42%
for individual claims,
97.95% for  group

claims, and 98.26% for
PMJJBY claims. The
consistent increase in
claim settlement per-
formance reflects SUD
Life's operational effi-
ciency, commitment to
continuous improve-
ment, and dedication
to timely claim resolu-
tions.

SUD Life has intro-
duced its cutting-edge
Digiclaims Platform,
aimed at making claim
settlements faster,
more transparent, and
seamless. The platform
facilitates a "Click to
Claim" experience, en-
suring eligible claims
are processed within
24 hours. It also pro-
vides real-time up-
dates through SMS,
email, WhatsApp, and

letters, allowing bene-
ficiaries to track their
claims conveniently.
As aresult of these ad-
vancements, the com-
pany has reduced its
average claim process-
ing time from 11 days
in FY 2022-23 to just
7 days in FY 2023-24,
reinforcing its com-
mitment to efficiency
and customer satisfac-
tion.

Speaking about this
achievement, Shri
Abhay Tewari, MD &
CEO of SUD Life, stat-
ed, "At SUD Life, our
commitment to our
policyholders is our
number one priority.
We understand that
each claim represents
a family’s trust in us
during their most vul-

nerable moments. By
embracing innovation
and continuously re-
fining our processes,
we are ensuring that
this trust is honored
with speed, transpar-
ency, and compas-
sion.”

SUD Life believes
that empowered em-
ployees are crucial for
delivering compassion-
ate and efficient ser-
vice. The company reg-
ularly conducts training
sessions, assessments,
workshops, and online
learning modules to
keep its workforce up-
dated with the latest
procedures and regu-
lations. By investing in
continuous  learning,
SUD Life fosters a cul-
ture where expertise

and empathy go hand
in hand, ensuring the
highest standards of
customer service.
Looking ahead, SUD
Life is committed to
further reducing claim
processing  timelines
and enhancing the
overall claims journey.
The company plans to
leverage advanced tech-
nologies such as Optical
Character Recognition
(OCR) for faster doc-
ument processing and
expand communication
channels for clearer
and timelier updates.
By streamlining oper-
ations and adopting
cutting-edge  technol-
ogy. SUD Life aims to
maintain its leadership
in  customer-centric
insurance solutions.

47,674 Tax
Defaulters
Untraceable,
Owe Rs 5.91
Lakh Cr: Govt

New Delhi:
About 47,674 direct
tax defaulters who owe
over Rs 5.91 lakh crore
to the government have
been declared untrace-
able, Parliament was
informed on Tuesday.

In case of indirect
taxes, as of January
31, 2025, as many as
60,853 tax default-
ers having dues of Rs
43,525 crore have been
declared untraceable.

In a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha, Minis-
ter of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary
said, the measures tak-
en by Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) to
recover dues from the
tax defaulters include
making available da-
tabases like individual
transaction statement
and 360-degree pro-
file generated by the
department and those
maintained by other
agencies like FIU-IND
to the field units for
identification of assets
for recovery.

Additionally, meas-
ures are taken to mon-
itor the arrear demand
collection/reduction
in respect of top 5,000
cases of arrear demand
in all the jurisdictions
and giving targets to
field formations for
annual cash collection
and veduction of the
demand.

The measures taken
by Central Board of
Indirect taxes and Cus-
toms (CBIC) to recover
dues from the tax de-
faulters include coor-
dinating with Income
Tax Department and
various banks, attach-
ment of bank accounts
of defaulters, besides
seeking  information
from Financial Intelli-
gence Unit (FIU-IND).




TOP STORY, Deuss, Weongsosy, 26 Maxgy, 2025

Poor death bowling
“ and lack of sup-

port for Root [

cost England,

says los Buttler

IPL 2025: KKR, RR eye batting,
bowling overhaul to bounce back

Guwahati

utmuscled in their previous

matches, title-holders Kolkata

Knight Riders and Rajasthan

Royuls will eve a quick course
correction in ever aspect when they
face each other in an IPL match hereon
Wednesday.

The Kuight Riders were beaten by sev-
en wickets by Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru in the tournament-opener while
the Royals were given a 44-run drubbing
by Sunrisers | lyderabad.

The common theme in those defeats
was how theseemingly powerful batting
and bowling units of KKR and RR
failed to five.

‘While the Rajasthan outfit might of-
fertheexcuse of playing ona Hyderabad
shirtfront for the malfunction of their
bowling unit, the Kolkata side do not
haveany such cover.

Apart from Sunil Narine, none of
the KKR bowlers were able to contain
free-flowing RCB batters, and in that the
demystification of mystery spinner
Varun Chakravarthy might just worry
them abit.

Even on an Eden Gardens pitch that
had some grip, Chakravarthy was giv-
en a towelling by Phil Salt and Virat
Kohli.

The KKR camp now hopes that the
spinner will find his stride on a Guwa-
hati pitch that generally has some bite.

They will also keep an eye on the fit-
ness of Anrich Nortje, who is recovering
froma back strain. If the South African
gets a green signal froom the physios,
then he will walk in for Spencer John-
son.

Similarly, KKR's middle-order batting
crumbled spectaclarly after skipper
Ajinkya Rahane and Narine gave them
a blistering start, eventually settling

for a sub-par score.

Thelikes of Jofra Archer, who bowled

Theirbatting pivots such as Venkatest
Iyer and Andre Russell got out, playing
pre-determined eross-batted shots, and
KKR will hope that they will show more
game awareness in Gawahati.

“The Knight Riders will also hope that
Rinku Singh regaing his hitting prowess
down the order. It is crucial in convert-
ing a good total into something more in-
timidating in nature.

His recent T20 form is not that en-
couraging and in his last five intema-
tional outings, Rinku haslogged scores
of 11,9, 8, 30, 9 along with a 12 in the
IPLapener.

Rinku and his top-order colleagues in
KKR will hope that the Rajasthan
bowlers would once again struggle to
find their groove here.

Lanka court sentences
Indian to hard labour
over cricket match fixing

Colombo
An Indian national was on Tuesday
sentenced to four years of rigorous
imprisonment by the high court in the
central town of Matale in connection
with a 2024 case of fixing a cricket
match.

Yogi Patel was charged based on &
complaint by Upul Tharanga, chair-
man of Sti Lanka selectors, over a pro-
posal to fix matches in the Legends
League T2o tournament played in
Kuandy.

Patel, who was tried in absentia as
he had fled the country despite a
travel ban by the court, was arrested
in March last year and later released

on hail in May under strict bail con-
ditions.

After he fled the country, his
lawyers told the court that he had fled
due to death threats.

The judge had previously ordered
the police's CID to issue an interpol
warrant for Patel’s arrest.

Sri Lanka, in 2019, adopted the Pre-
vention of Sports Related Corruption
Act which carries jail terms up to 10
years and fines of over USD 5,50,000.

Loes]l media reports said the ac-
cused was also fined Sri Lankan Ru-
pees (SLR) 85 million and ordered to
pay SLR 2 millien to Tharanga for
defamation.

the most expensive spell in the history
of IPL against SRH, Fazalhag Paroogi
and Maheesh Th were rud-

Angkrish Raghuvanshi, Rovinan Pow-
ell, Manish Pandey, Luvnity Sisodia,
Venkatesh Iyer, Anukul Roy, Mooen Ali,

derless against the onslavght of Travis
Head and Ishan Kishan. Archer had
leaked 76 runs from his overs at the Up-

al.

But they have an opportunity in
Guwahati to regain their form,

Itwill also be ablot on stand-in skip-
per Riyan Parag who, at times, looked
perplexed on the field about the deci-
sions to be made.

The Rahul Dravid-coached side will
eye sharper and more intuitive leader-
ship from Parag against KKR.

Teams (from): Kolkata Knight Riders:
Ajinkya Rahane (captain), Rinku Singh,
Quinton de Kock, Rahmanuilah Gurbaz,

England captaincy
would be a dream,
says Duckett

London

p Singh, Andre Russell, An-
rich Nortje, Vaibhav Arora, Mayank
Markhande, Spencer Johnson, Harshit
Rana, Sunil Narine, Varun
Chakravarthy, Chetan Sakariya.

Rajnsthan R Rivan Parag
(stand-in captai wju Sammsan, Shub-
ham Dubey, Vaibhay Suryavanshi, Ku-
nal Rathore, Shimron Hetmyer,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Dhruv Jurel, Nitish
Rana, Yudhvir Singh, Jofra Archer,
Maheesh Theekshana, Wanindu
Hasaranga, Akash Madhwal, Kumar
Kartikeya Singh, Tushar Deshpande,
Fazalhaq Farooqi, Kwena Maphnkn.
Ashok Sharma, Sandeep Sharma.

Mateh starts at 7.30 pm.

Dhoni on Impact Player rule: It’s
how T20 cricket has evolved

New Delhi
Former India captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni was not quite convineed about
the need for the Tmpact Player rule
whenit was firstintroduced in the IPL
but now sees it as a part of T20 crick-
et’s evolution.

e 43-year-old, who remains a tal-
ismanic figure for the Chennai Super
Kings despite relinguishing captainey
last vear, said he does not consider
himselfan Impact Player as he remains
the first-choice wicketkeeper of his
side.

“When this mle was implemented,
T felt it wasn't really needed at that
time. In a way. it helps me, hutat the
same time, it doesn't. 1still do mywick-
et-keeping, so T am not an impact
player,” Dhoni told ‘JioStar.

“Ihave to be involved in the game.
Alot of people say the rule has led to

MS Dhoni’s unbreakable legacy
immortalized in Platinum with Men
of Platinum’s Signature Collection

New Delhi

England’s Ben Duckett said it would
be a dream to captain hiscountry but
the top-order batter has no idea if he
is even in the running to replace Jos
Buttler as limited-overs skipper.

Wicketkeeper-batter  Buttler
stepped down from the role on Feb-
ruary 28, three days after England's
group-stage exit at the Champions
Trophy, with Harry Brook considered
afront-runner to replace him.

Asked if he would be interested in
taking over the vacant role, Duckett
told Sky Sports: “To captain England
would abviously be a dream. I don't
think it's on the radar but T don't know
that, which is why I am answering like
that.

“We will see what happens moving
forward and what decisions are made.
I am just pretty happy playing for
England at the minute.

“Three or four years ago I wouldn't
have thought 1'd be doing that, so just
living my dream as a kid, represent-
ing my country — T.am very happy
playing all three formats.”

The 30-year-old has played 22
ODIs and 17 Twenty20 Internation-
als, scoring 1,058 and 412 runs, re-
spectively. He has also played in 32
tests, scoring 2,270 Tuns.

As the Indian Premier League (IPL)
season unfolds, cricket enth

clean, bold lines and a list aes-

more high-scoring games. I believe it's
more due to the conditions and the
comfort level of players,” he added.

The rule has been criticised by the
likes of India’s Test and ODI skipper
Rohit Sharma and star all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, both of whom be-
lieve that 1t can affect the growth of all-
rounders as teams tend to choose big-
hitting batters for this role.

Dhoni said the rule does give teams
the comfort of an extra batter for
crunch situations.

“The number of runs being scored is-
n'tjust because of an extra batsman. It's
about the mindset, teams now have the
comiortof an extra batter, so they play
more aggressively,” he said.

“It's not thatall four or five extra bat-
ters are being used, it's j
dence of having them. This is how T2o
cricket has evolved,” he added.

ICC retains Nitin
Menon in Elite
Panel of Umpires

Dubai

thetic, the collection features Dhoni’s

across the country are gearing up | for

signature ol in plati sym-
bolizing his remarkable journey from
& small-t boy to an

ano\hu thrilling ride. The P

heightened as MS Dhoni, fondly
l\ucmu as "Thala,” prepares to don the
yellow jersey once again, sparking im-
mense excitement among fans, More

cricketing legend.From sleck chains to
statement rings and bold bracelets,
each piece in the collection is designed
to exude sophistication and reflect the

than justa IPL s a cele-
bration of sporting excellence, and for
Dhoni's ardent followers, it is an op-
portunity to relive the legacy of one of
cricket’s finest.Honoring this un-
breakable bond between Dhoni and his
fans, Men of Platinum introduces the
MS Dhoni Signature Edition—a col-
lection of exquisite platinum jewellery
crifted to embedy the resilience,
strength, and timeless appeal of the
ericketing legend. Designed in rare
and enduring platinum, this exclusive
collection serves as a testament to
Dhoni’s legacy and the unwavering
loyalty of his fans More than justan ac-
cessary, the Men of Platinum x MS
Dhoni Signature Edition represents
the deep-rooted admiration for the
ericketing icon. Each piece is crafted in
©95% pure platinum, ametal renowned
ful th rarity, strength, and ability to

d the test of ti hlike

The International Cricket Council
(ICC) on Tuesday included Allahudi-
en Paleker of South Africa and Eng-
land’s Alex Wharf in the ICC Elite
Panel of Umpires which features
Nitin Menon as the only Indian, while
Jayaraman Madangopal has been
promoted to the Emerging Panel.

ielding spirit of the man who has in- Michael Gough and Joel Wilson will
spim(l millions. As the IPLaction heats mike way for the two new entrants in
up, fans can elevate their game-day sivle Palekar and Wharf.
with jewellery that ipsulates Dhoni’s ling to BCCI sources, the
rit, resilience, and ill Re- 50-y¢ 1d M has been

flecting on his nssnmﬁun wﬁh Mnn of
Platinum, Dhy

what makes this collection
special:“Thraughout my cricketing
journey, every challenge, victory, and
lesson has shaped who [ am—instilling

promoted to the Emerging Panel
which makes him eligible to officiate
in overseas Tests and ODIs. Former
Tamil Nadu plaver Madangopal has
so far officiated in one Test, 22 ODIs
and 42 T20ls.

hat continie to g , bath
inlife andon the field. Platinum is rare,
resilient, and built to last, just like the
mindset needed to overcome every
challenge. For me, wearing platinum
jewellery is a reminder of endurance.
That's what makes the collaboration
with Men of Platinum special. Each
piece in this collection goes far beyond
fleeting trends. The collection is a sym-
bol of timelessness—one of persev
ance, self- ion, and the drive to

Dhoni’s storied career. Defined hy

keep moving ﬁmvard

If I had all the money in the world, I would rather be a pilot: Glenn Phillips

New Delhi
When he is done taking superhuman
catches on a cricket field, Glenn
Phillips, a man of multiple interests,
would love to fly planes for a living.

Afterall, fiying has always been his
passion and if he had all the money in
the world, the New Zealand and Gu-
jarat Titans all-rounder would rather
be a pilot thana cricketer.

Phillips also detailed how he uses
his experience of playing a variety of
sportsin cricket, the hard work behind
his gravity-defying catches, how play-
ing in India has made him a better
player of spin and why his fourth
team in the TPL has already become
his favourite one.

But Phillips was most animated
when asked about his love for flying.
not very surprisingly either.

“Yeah, it’s a huge passion of mine.
Tf T wasn't playing cricket and I had all

“iloveall the procedures around be-
ing a pilot, the radio communica-
tions, but obviously the handling of
the plane itself. And 1 don't really
know why1 love it so much, but I think
anybody whe's into aviation doesn’'t
really know either.

the money in theworld ing up, 1

probably would have ended up being

a pilot, to be fair. T love being in the
ir,” said Phillips.

“Obviously, the feeling of flying is
something that humans have wanted
all the time. S0, 1 guess I'm no differ-
ent from all those people.” The 28-

year-old South African-horn player,
who plays all three formats for New
Zealand, still has a lot of cricket left in
him and if he has not made enough
money by his retirement, he would
happily take up the pilot’s job.

“I guess if it cames down to want-
ing to do something that I enjoy after
cricket. Ideally, I'd like to beable to go
into the mountains and have ab-
solutely no need for work and do all

my hobbies.

“But if push comes to shove, it
means that !still need to work, pilot-
ing would be my first aption on the
list,”said Phillips, who has flown the
two-seater Cessna 152 aircraft. With
cricket now taking most of his time,
his flying time is limited to simulators.

Blend of natural talent and hard
work has made me the fielder that 1

am

Phillips” remarkable reach and agili-
ty on the field can be attributed to
genesand his stint as a gymnast in his
growing up days.

His jaw-dropping catches, most re-
cently seen in the Champions Trophy,
are also a result of his dedication to
fielding aspect of his all-round game.

“T think there is definitely a huge
piece of it that comes down to genet-
ies from a speed and agility perspec-
tive. 8o, I guess you can say a little bit
naturally gifted, but at the end of the
day, talent and natural gifts can only
get you so far.

“So, the other half of it is working

my butt offto try and be able to cov-
erall my bases, to go out in the mid-
dle and understand that 've done the
work. So if I do drop eatches, it's not
because 1 havent put the effort in,”
said the Blackcaps all-rounder.

His left-handed grab to dismiss
Mohammad Rizwan and his right-
handed stunner to get rid of Shubman
Gill in the Champions Trophy are
freshin the minds of cricket followers
butt they don't feature in Phillips” top-
three catches.

“Iwould probably say Marcus Stoi-
nis at the SCG in the T2o0 World Cup
(2022). That ane was pretty good, cov-
ered a lot of ground, full dive. And
then I've taken a catch for Gloucester
in the T20 Blast out at deep backward
point. “That was a full dive to my left
after a full sprint. And that was pret-
ty cool. And then I'm probably going
to say Ollie Pape at Hagley Oval at
Gully (during a Test), just because I lit-
erally couldn’t get any further than
that. That was the max limit I've been
able to dive at,” he recollected.

3 ile, Menon is ranked sec-
ond behind Richard Mingworth in the
Elite Panel of Umipires.

Paleker, a former first-class crick-
eter from South Africa, has officiated
onefield in four Tests, 23 ODis and 67
T20ls in men’s international cricket
and a total of 17 women’s interna-
tional games — having also officiated
at major ICC tournaments such as
men’s T20 World Cup 2024, and the
Under-19 men's Cricket World Cup
2024.

‘Wharf brings a wealth of experience
from his 16-year first-class careet,
having also featured in 13 ODIs for
England.

Wharf has officiated on-field in
seven Tests, 33 ODIs, and 45 T20lsin
men's international ericket, and has
stood at the recent ICC men’s and
women's World Cups, the respective
men’s and women's T20 World Cups
in 2024 and the men’s Champions
Trophyin 2025,

1CC chairman Jay Shah gave his
warm wishes to the two new en-
trants, Paleker and Whar, while also
thanking the outgoing umpires,
Gough and Wilson.

“By definition, being an elite official
brings with it scrutiny and pressure,
but we are confident that both Al
lahuddien and Alex possess the tem-
perament, experience and skill to
deliver consistently at this very top
level,” Shah said in a statement.

“Onbehalf of the ICC, I wish them
all the best for the upeoming season
as well as for the future. We would
also like to place on record oursincere
thanks to both Joel and Michael for
their services tothe world game, over
anumber of years.”
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We struggled to

impose our

game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
los Buttler

unjab wins first-ever IGU Golf

Gurugram
unjab emerged the winner
among six state teams in the in-
augural IGU Golf Sixes League
organized by the Indian Golf
Union here at the DLF Golf and Coun-
try Club late on Monday.

The Upraj Singh-Zorawar (21) duo
and pair of Shlok Limaye and Guransh
o help Punjab
inaugural title.

"The pair of Kabir Sachdev and Brisha
Singh (21), along with the Taanush
Singh-Mahira Sharma (22) duo, helped
Haryana finish as the runner-up with 43
points, Uttar Pradesh settled for the sec-
ond runner-up position with the Ran-
veer Beri-Bhavy Rattan peir(23) and the
duo of Yajas Mehrotra and Argh
Gautam (22). registering 45 points
averall

The event was played in the scramble
best ball stroke: play format with six play-
erseach under the age of 12 represent-
ing the six teams. The two best scores
out of the three pairs in cddl team

1for

Praising the IGU for the successful urA
ganization of the tournament, R&A de-
velopment manager for Middle East,
Central Asia and India Neal Graham
stated: "Golf Sixes Leagueisa proven de-
velopment initiative which encourages
new golfers into the sportin a fun and
compelitive way. It allows young people
to bring their new-foundskills from the
lesson tee onto the cowrse in an en-
couraging and inclusive team environ-

ment. We hope the introduction of the
Gthe olf Sixes League in India by the In-
dian Golf Union will deliver similar re-
sults for p,u]flmni(iputiuu in the coun=
try aswe have seen m the British Isles,
Europe and Africa,

The Golf Sixes League, a ground-
breaking initiative which introduces
new junior golfers tothe game, was held
for the first time in India during the DP
World Tour and Professional Golf Tour
of India (PGTT) sanctioned USD 2.25
million Hero Indian Open this week.

James’ quality never in doubt,
says England boss Tuchel

Latvia

England manager Thomas Tuchel said
he has never had any doubis about the
quality of Reece James after the right
back marked his first international
startin two years by scoring the open-
er in Monday’s 3-0 win over Latvia.

year-old set England on their
way to acomfortable World Cup qual-
ifying win at Wembley with a sublime

his second win in as many matches
sinoe taking charge.

James made his England debut in
2022 but has been limited to 17 caps
due to s suecession of injuries. An in-
jury to Trent Alexander- Arnold opened
the door for James to return to the line-
up under Tuchel, who LtRIL].‘LCLl James
at Chelsea from 202

“There cannot be any duuhl about
Reece’s quality, it's the highest level.”
Tuchel told reporters. “We were in

close contact in the last weeks.
“Wewere clear he'd trained without
pause and if he didn't p
choice of the club, protecting him. We
knew he was in a good space mental-
Ty. “If you play a donxinant match like
taday he can be, like in thelast 20 (min-
utes), a hybrid midficlder and help to
create an overload beeanse he has the
quality on the ball.”
James has played just 14 matchesin
all competitions for Chelsea this season,
with the club managing his minutes giv-
en his injury problems.
know the quality he has in that foot
—it's amazing. He has every right to be
Thappy and proud of his performance.
He's in excellent shape,” Tuchel said.
“When we called him up he hadn't
Thiad many games but it wasn't due to in-
Jury, they were just taking care and
managing him. He looks sharp and in
shape.”

16U GULY SIAES

LERGUE 2025

The event was aimetl at creating ex-
citement among, young golfers apart
from providing a unique opportun
children to display their talent in an ex-
citing team format. In fact, the Golf Six-
es League format has been developed by
The R&A, the Confederation of Prof
sional Golf (CPG), the Ryder Cup Eu-
ropean Development Trust (RCEDT),
DP World Tour and Ladies Enropean
Tour.

IGU president Brijinder Singh ex-
pressed enthusissm and support for the

ixes Legue_m Gurugram

Golf Sixes League, saying, “This initia-
tive aligns perfectly with our goals of
promoting golf and making it more in-
dusive. Golf Sixes is a fast-paced and dy-
namic format that features teams of six
players competingin six-hole matches.
The format is designed to be fun, in-
teractive, and easy to understand, mak-
ing it perfect for children and beginners,
"We are thrilled to support the Golf
Sixes League and look forward to see-
ingits impact on growing the game of
golfinIndia," added the President.

Larrazabal gets Indian
Open 2025 off with a bang

Gurugram (Harvana)

Pablo Lartazabal of Spain edged out
Shiv Kapur of India in a unique Hero
Shot competition as the 3025 Indian
Open got off in an exciting manner-
Eight players battled it outina special
competition which was a test of skills
and distance control.

Apart from the winner Larrazabal
and runner-up Kapur, the other com-
petitors were Pawan Munjal, Executive
Chairman Hero MotoCorp; defend-
ing champion Keita Nakajima; 2024
HIO runner-up Veer Ahlawat; the
2023 Tndian Open winner, Marcel
Siem; Daniel Hillier and Rafa Cabrera-
Bello.

The final in which Larrazabal and Ka-
pur made the grade, required the play-
ers to display a combination of three
Skifls where players were awarded for
distance control. Players were toinform
the distance they would hit with the
Driver, a 5-iron and the Pitching
Wedge.

Each player got three shots with
each club. The player winning two
Skills out of three would go on to win
the Final, as Larrazabal edged out Ka-
pur to emerge victor,

The competition began with eight
players in the Shootout competing ina
knockout format, which meant a Round
of Eight, semi-final and the final.

The Round of Eight was a Straight-
Drive contest, with all players getting
four shots each. The top four plavers
hitting closest to the centre line pro-
gressed to the Semi-Finals. After the
first rourl, Larrazabal, Kapur, Pawan
Mumnjal, and Veer Ahlawat progressed
to the semi-finals,

CISF coastal cyclothon celebrates major milestone
in Chennai with over 1 crore public engagements

Chennai

Chennai witnessed an extraordinary
display of enthusiasm and unity as the
CISF Coastal Cyclothon 2025 made its
much-anticipated entry into the city on
March 24, The pioneering initiative,
which has captured the imagination of
millienis across the country, is a first-of-
its-kind endeavor covering an as-
tounding 6,553 km along India’s coast-
line. As the event crossed the two-
thirds mark of its journey, the impact
of this historic ride has been nothing
short of phenomenal, with aver zo
lakh people engaging directly and more
than 80 lakh interactions recorded
across social media platforms.

The event at Chennai's iconic Mari-
na Beach was a resounding succ
marked by a massive tumout of spec-
tators, participants, and supporters,
including several high-profile celebri-
ties and dignitaries. The Cyclothon,
now well into its final phase, has cov-
eved approximately 4,700 km, with
the grand ionset to talk

and Union Territories, As one team
reached Karnataka along the western
coast. another simultaneously pro-
gressed through Tamil Nadu on the
eastern seaboard. Each stopover has
been metwith overwhelming support,
as the cyeling teams interact with di-
verse groups, including students, fish-
ermen, healtt workers, and com-

in Kanyakumari on March 31. Howey-
er, beyond the numbers and mile-
stones, this initiative stands as a testa-
ment to the CISF's commitment to
strengthening India’s coastal security

munity leaders. Schoals, colleges, hos-
pltdl's. community centers, and fisher-
men'sassociations have all become vi-
brant hubs for discussion, where cru-
cial topics such as coastal security,

while fostering ful engage-
ment with coastal communities.

The CISF Coastal Cydothon is not
juist an endurance test but a powerful
movement aimed at raising awareness
about coastal security and community

v preparedness, and the role

India’s coastal regions have been an in-
tegral part of the Cyclothon. These vi-
brant celebrations have included tra-
ditiondl dance performances, music,
and folk art, reflecting the diverse and
unigue identities of the coastal com-
munities. Schoolehildren, in paruuu]ar,

and A hs wv ndha

Each player got three
shots with each club.
The player winning
two Skills out of three
would go on to win
the Final, as Larraza-
bal edged out Kapur
to emerge victor.

The semi-final was a Closest to Pin
contest from 125 yards. All plavers got
six shots each with the top two pro-
ing to the final. The two players
eliminated at this stage were Pawan
Munjal and Ahlawat.

The total prize money was USD
10,000, with the winner picking up
USD 4,000 and the runner-up USD
2,000,

On Wednesdiy, the top players will
be engaged in the Pro-Am, and the
main event will start on Thursday,
with 138 players vying for a purse of
USD 2,25 million,

Barcelona’s Pedri
puts Champions
League glory ahead
of Ballon d’'Or

“I would rather win the
treble than the Ballon
d’Or. If the Ballon d’Or
comes, | want it to come
alongside the collective ti-
tles,” he told local media
on Monday.

Barcelona
Barcelona midfielder Pedri said e is
putting team trophies ahead ofindi-
vidual accolades this season and
would only want to be awarded the
Ballon d’Or if his side won the Cham-
pions League and completed the tre-
ble.
Barcelona are on an 18-game un-
beaten runin all competitions which
has taken them to the top of Laliga,

have shown i h Lof-
ten cycling alongside: thm main teams for
short distances, symbalizing their sol-
idarity with the cause.

As the Cyclothon progresses, it will
continue to pass through the coastal
stretches of Kerala and Puducherry
before its grand culmination at

of civilians in ding the coastline
have been addressed.

The message of coastal security and
national safety has resonated strongly
with the public, further reinforeed by

¥ rment. T this ex-
tensive journey, CISF personnel have
been actively engaging with the public.
organizing interactive events designed
to forge stronger bonds between secu-
rity agencies and local communities.
These initiatives are expected to create
a'more integrated and vigilant coastal
security network, with citizens playing
an instrumental role as “Yat Prahari”or
coastal sentinels.
The journey so far has seen the Cy-
clothon pass through various villages,
towns, and cities spanning seven states

the e fastic ion of thou-
sands of registered cyclists who have
joined the movement at various stages.
At every stop, the warmth md en-
ragement from local

huw reaffirmed the importance of this
mission. The CISF personnel have
been deeply moved by l]w heartfelt ap-
preciation shown by enSs, TeCOg-
nizing the force’s vital contribution to
protecting the nation’s economic in-
frastructure and coastline.

Adding to the spectacle, cultural pro-
grams showeasing the rich heritage of

Raducanu happy to have found her spark again during Miami run

Washington

Emma Raducanu said she had re-
discovered her competitive spirit at
the Miami Open this week after
the Briton won four WTA main
draw matches in succession for the
first time since her U.S. Open tri-
umph in 2021

Raducanu has struggled with
form and fitness issues since her
only Grand Slam triumph as a
teenager and has worked with a
string of different coaches without
much success, Viadimir Platenik
the latest to leave her team last
week after 14 days.

“That’s the biggest win for
me, feeling a lot of
hunger, feeling on the
court competitive, want-
ing to run down every
ball, and that’s the biggest
win | from this week.”

After rmching the third round of
this year’s Australian Open, Rzulu-
canu lost five out of her ne
matches but has hit her stride in Mi-
ami, easing to a 6-1 6-3 fourth-

round win over former French Open
semi-finalist Amanda Anisimova
on Monday.

“Circumstances change all the
time, but for me the biggest thing
T'm proud of is finding the compet-
itive spirit and being there for every
ball and drawing that out of myself,”
the 22-year-old told reporters after
making her first WTA 1000 quarter-
final.

“1 think that's been missing in the
last few months and even few years
at times.

“That's the biggest win for me,
feeling a lot of hunger. feeling on the

court competitive, wanting to run
down every ball, and that's the
higgest win I from this week.”

Raducanu, who is being helped by
coach Mark Petchey in Miami, next
plays fourth seed Jessica Pegula.

1 feel like in my environment, in
my surroundings with the people
T'm. with, pretty r d, and T can
be myself and expressive and true to
myself. That's important,” she
added.

“I'm really happy with how things
are on and off the court right now
and just also happy that T was able
to transfer on to the court.”

K k ion March 31 The event’s
final siage is expected to be a mo-
mentous occasion, with both eycling
teams converging for a concluding
ceremony that will mark the end of this
ambitious and historic endeavor.

The su of the CISF Coastal Cy-
clothon has also been bolstered by the
endorsement and support of numer-
ous eminent personalities. Sports icons
such as Olympic gold medalist Neer-
aj Chopra, shooter Manu Bhaker, and
football legend Baichung Bhutia have
sed their admiration for the
Cricketing greats, including
Sunil Gavaskar, Suresh Raina, Java-
gal Srinath, and Harbhajan Singh,
have lent their voices to promote the
cause,

the League quarter-finals
and the semis of the Copa del Rey.

“Twould rather win the treble than
the Ballon d'Or. If the Ballon d'Or
comes, [ want it to come alongside the
collective titles,” he told local media
on Monday.

“Being nominated is a dream, but
winning the trophies is more im-
portant to me. We are at a time
where everything is at stake. You
can lose three games and be out of the
three titles.”

The 22-year-old said it was im-
portant to meet the challenges head
on and would look forward to a
Champions League final against fierce
rivals Real Madrid if they both made
it.

“We mustcontinue to enjoy these
matches to get the best outcome, 1
waould certainly welcome a Champi-
ons League final against Real Madrid
— it would mean we made it.” he
added.

“You can’t be afraid of any oppo-
nent.”




Jacqueline Fernandez to
miss performing at IPL
ceremony in Guwahati

ctor Jaegueline
Fernandez  will
skip performing at
e [PLceremony
in Guwahati on Wednesday
as her mother is not keeping
well.

A souree close to the
tress informed, "Jacqueline's
mother is still in the ICU re-
covering. As the family
awaits further update from
the doctors. In these chal-
lenging times, Jacqueline
has chosen to be by her
mother's side, and unfortu-

nately will e missing per-
forming at the IPL Ceremo-
ny"

More details regarding the
health of Jacqueling's moth-
er are it to be avquined.

Meanwhile, on the acting
front. Jacqueline was last
seen sharing screéen space
with Sonu Sood in "Fateh',
which marked the latter's
dircctorial debut.

The film is an action-
piicked thriller inspired by
reul-life cybererime events
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

i Yelhi
inger Neha
Kakkar broke
down and apolo-
gised profusely
to her fans after she
allegedly  arrvived
three hours late for
her concert in Mel-
bourne, Aus-
tralia.
\ In

video,

Mumbai

ctor

and
BJP
M r
Kangana Ranaut
0 Tuesday

launched a blister-
ing attuck on film-
maker Hansal
Mehta after he ap-
peared to downplay the
2020 demalition of her
Mumbai office by the Bri-
hanmumbai  Municipal
Corporittion (BMC), ask-
ing whether her property
was truly vindalised
“They called me names
like harnmkhor, threatened
me, served a notice late in
the night to my watchman
and next morning before
courts could open bulldoz-
ers demolished the entire

house,” Kangana wrote ina
post on X. “High court
alled the demolition com-
pletely illegal. They
laughed at it and raised a
toast to my pain and pub-
lic humiliation,

“It seems your insecuri-
ty and mediocrity has not
only made you bitter and
stupid but it had blinded
vou as well,” she added.
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Neha Kakkar breaks down at

posted on Reddit by a
user, the singer is seen
crying on stage while some
audience members booed
for apparently arriving late
for the concert.

Some

“You
have been really

sweet and patient itni

der se aap log wait kar

rahe ho . | hate it. Maine
life mein kabhi kisi ko
wait nahi karwaya ,"

the 36-year-oid
singer said.

mem-
bers could be
shouting 'go back’ to
Kaklkar, who then took the
mie to address the andi-
ence.

heard

“It's not some third class
series of atrocious films
that you make, don’t try to
sell your dumb lies and
agendas here in the mat-
ters related to my ordeals,
stay out of it.”

Kangana's post was i re-
spemse to Hansal Mehta,
who while reacting to a so-
cial media user wrote:
“Was het house vandalised.
Did goons enter her prem-
ises? Did they do this to
challenge her freedom of
expire

i ot for alleged
FSI violations? Plea
be T don't

lighten me.
know the facts.
Mehta's comment was
prompted by a user point-
ing oul his silence during
the 2020 incident, when
Kangana's property in
Mumbai was partially de-
molished by BMC officials
under the then Uddhav
Thackeray-
tra government. The dem=
olition, which oceurred
shortly after her public spat
with Shiv Sena leaders, was
widely seen as political re-
taliation. The Bombay
High Court liter ruled the
d it

action illegal and
“smacks of malice.”

“You have been really
sweet and patient itni der
se aap log wait kar rahe ho

T hate it. Maine life mein
kabhi kisi ko wait nahi
karwaya ," the 36-year-
old sing .

“Aap itne der se wait
kar rahe ho . I'm so sorry.
You mean the world to
me, Aap log itne sweet ho
- 1 was so worried about
ki kya hoga . It mcans a
lot to me. Tl alwa
member this evening
fore: But 111 make
sure, aap log jo mere liye
itna keemati time nikaal
ke aaye ho , T will make
you all dance,” ded.

Kakkar known for songs

o

shi

such as "Buhe Vieh",
"Kaala Chashma” and
“Manali Trance" per-

formed in Melbourne on
Sunday, a day after her

Mehta

Melbourne concert, apologises
to fans for arriving late

concert in Sydney.

‘While her apology paci-
fied some in the andience,
many were still not con-
vinced.

A voice in the video
said, "This isn't India,
vou're in Australia. Go
back and take rest. We
waited for over two hiours.
Very good acting. Yeh In-
dizn Idol nahi hai ”

One person posted a
photo of Kikkar standing
on the stage and captioned
it, "Came up the stage at
1o0pmfor 7:30 show. Then
doing drama of crying..
Wrapped tip in less than
hour, Such a crap con-
cert,. Heights is unprinci-
pled "

Another person called

her concert a "waste of

time and money".

Whatever I say on
social media is without
malice: Hansal

As his jokes backfire,
unfazed Kamra says
he won't apologise

Mutnbai
opular Indian co-
median  Kunal

Ramrahas tefused

to apologise after
jokes he made during a
stand-up show angered sup-
parters of a tap politician in
Maharashtra state

Clips of the jokes - some
of them were directed at
the state's Deputy Chief
Minister Flnath Shinde -
had gone viral

Membersof the Shiv Sena
party, which is led by
Shinde, vandalised the ho-
tel in Mumbai - the eapital
of Maharashtra - where the
show was held.

A police case was also
registered against Kamra
and politicians from the
state's ruling coalition have
asked him to apologis

In a statement released an
Monday night, Kamra said
e wonld "co-operate with
the police and courts for
any lawful action” taken
against him

"But will the law be fairly
equally o
against those who have de-
cided that vandalism is the
appropriite response (o be-
ing offended by a joke?" he
acdded.

and

deploy

Police arrested 12 people
fuir the vandalism at the ho-
tel, which housed a comedy
club where the show was
filmed, They were later re-
leased on bail.

Asthe controversy raged,
Shindesaid he did not sup-
port the vandalism, but
added that "the other person
should also maintain a cer-
tain standard”.

“There is freedom of ex-
pression. We understand
satire. But there should be a
limit." he told BEC Marathi.

Kumra is a well-known
namiein the Indian comedy
scene, with his political
satire and stand-up shows

getting millions of views on
social media
In his Intest show - called

Shiv Sena party which trig-
gered it major political crisis
in the state.

The move led to a split in
the Shiv Sena - Incia’s Elec-
tion Commission later
recognised Shinde's group
as the "re: Sena. The
party is now part of the gav-
erning eoalition in Maha-
rashtra along with the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Nationalist
Congress Party.

In the show, Kamra sang
a parody of a Bollywood
song where heindireotly re-
ferred to Shinde as a traitor,
outraging his supporters,

1t's not clear when the
show wis filmed at the ho-
tel but the reactions this
week wene swifl

After Shiv Sena workers
ransacked the venue, the
studio Habitat - which often
hosted stand-ip comedy
shows - said it was shutting
down until it figured out
"the best way to provide a
platform for free exp
sion without putting «
selves and our property in
Jjeopardy”.

The Brikanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation, Mum-
bai's eivic authorities, also
demuolished some structures
at the hotel, citing alleged
building violations.

Mahurashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis,
who is from the BJP, criti-
cised Kamr: ng himto
apolofgise. "None of us are
against freedom of speech.
We support satire or even
political satire and we do not
paintit differently,” he suid.

Both he and Shinde ac-
eused Kamra of spe:
on behalf of the opposition.
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Trailer of R Madhavan, Siddharth,
Nayanthara's Tamil film 'Test' unveiled

Chennai

aptivating audi-

ence’s attention,

the mikers of

“Test®
the film's intrigaing trail-
er on Tuesday.

The Tamil film stars R
Madhavan, Nayanthara
Siddharth in the lead
roles Sashikanth has
lielmed the project.

Sharing his experience
directing Test’, Sashikasnth
in a press note said, "Test
as my first film has been
an incredible journey
one that tested my own
storytelling limits. This is-
n't just a film about erick-
ety it's about the human
spirit, the choices that
shi

unveiled

e us, and the fine line

between victory and down-
fall. Bringing this vision to
life with such a phenome-

nal cast made the experi-
€NeE eVen more spe r

The trailer shows Sid-
dharth az a seas

gling to mount his project.
Nayanthara plays Madha-
van's wife.

Offici:
film read
eled by p

synopsis of the
cricketer fu-
on, 4 teacher

caught between love and
duty, and a scientist on
the brink of brilliance find
ther lives intertwined —
three lives, three battle:
and one altimate
The gripping trailer of this
Netflix film offers a
glimpse into a world where

fice, and every ambition
hurtles them toward a
defining moment. Watch
Saravanan (R. Madha-
van)
(Nayanthara) navigate the
complexities of marriage
while pursuing their own
dreams, and Arjun (Sid-
dharth) wrestles with the
fine line between profes-
sional and personal choie-
¢s. alongside his wife Pad-
ma (Meera Jasmine), who
fiercely protects their per-
sonal space.’
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