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SC Collegium transfers Justice
Yashwant Varma to Allahabad HC

B Delhi High Court Chief Justice withdraws judicial work from Justice Varma; Allahabad High Court lawyers

up in arms against his transfer to the parent high court; to go on strike from Tuesday

New Delhi/Prayagraj

fter two meetings,
the Supreme Court
“ollegium on

Monday recommended
the repatriation of Delhi
High Court judge Justice
Yashwant Varma, who
is facing a probe into
the alleged discovery of
huge stash of cash from
his official residence in
Delhi after a fire inci-
dent, to his parent Alla-
habad High Court.
Hours after the trans-
fer recommendation to
the Centre was made
public in a resolution
uploaded on the web-
site of the top court, the
president of the Alla-
habad High Court Bar
Association(AHCBA)
Anil Tiwari said the high
court lawyers will go
on an indefinite strike
from Tuesday in protest
against this move.
Justice Varma’'s pro-
posed transfer could
come into effect after
the Centre accepts the
recommendation, which
came on a day when the
Delhi High Court in a
notice withdrew judi-
cial work from Justice
Varma “with immediate

“The Supreme Court
Collegium in its meet-
ings held on March 20
and 24, 2025 has recom-
mended the repatriation
of Justice Yashwant Var-
ma, Judge, High Court
of Delhi, to the High
Court of Judicature at
Allahabad,” said the res-
olution adopted by the
top court.

The AIICBA last week
voiced its opposition to
any such move, saying
the high court is not a

“trash bin”.

In a series of resolu-

tions, it also urged the
CJT to allow investigating
agencies to take action
against Justice Varma be-
sides calling for impeach-
ment proceedings against
the judge. The lawye
also abstained from judi-
cial work after the Tunch
break.

The association fur-
ther dem'mded a rewew

of j

“preposterous”,

and Delhi High Court
be reviewed in order to
inspire confidence of
people at large to regain
public faith in the judi-
cial system.”

But some legal experts
termed the demand as
“prema-
ture” and “unjustified”.

“So far as the review
of all hm (Justice Var-

by the judge.

“All the judgements
delivered by Justice
Yashwant Varma during
his tenure of a judge at
Allahabad High Court

FIR against Kamra for ‘gaddar’ remark
on Shinde; 12 Sena workers arrested

Mumbai

he Mumbai po-
lice on Monday
registered an FIR

against stand-up come-
dian Kunal Kamra for
allegedly making defam-
atory remarks against
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde during a show,
officials said.

The Mumbai police
arrested Shiv Sena func-
tionary Rahul Kanal and
11 others for allegedly
vandalising the Habi-
tat Studio in Mumbai’s
Khar area, where Kam-
ra’s show with gaddar
(traitor) jibe at Shinde
was filmed, as well as a
hotel in whose premis-
es the studio is located,
they said.

A large number of
Shiv Sena workers on
Sunday night gathered
outside Hotel Uniconti-
nental, where the studio
is located. They alleged-
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Iy r ked the studio
and the hotel premises,
the police said.

Notably, the Iabitat

Studio, where Kamra's
show was held, is the
same venue where the
controversial India’s Got
Latent show had been
filmed.
“It is not about taking
any law in your hands.
It is purely about your
self-respect. When it
comes to elders or re-
spectable citizens of the
country, when your el-
ders are targeted, you
will target someone of
that mentality,” Kanal
had told reporters Mon-
day morning, a day after
he and other Shiv Sena
workers ransacked the
venue of Kamra's show.
“Abhi tak toh ye trail-
er hai, picture abhi baki
hai. Whenever you are

in Mumbai, you will get
a good lesson in Shiv
Sena style,” Kanal had
warned Kamra.

Kanal said they had
told the owner (of Hab-
itat set) that there had
been six FIRs against
the place (over hosting
controversial shows).

Kanal and 11 others
were arrested on Monday
for ransacking the place,
a police official said.

After a video went vi-
ral showing Kamra al-
legedly using defamato-
ry words against Shinde,
Shiv Sena MLA Murji
Patel lodged a police

complaint.
Based on the com-
plaint, the MIDC po-

lice here registered a
First ormation Re-
port (FIR) in the early
hours of Monday against
Kamra under various
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) actions, including
353(1)(b)  (statements
conducing to public mis-
chief) and 356(2) (defa-
mation), an official said.

Agency

‘Anti-India’ slogans: SC seeks
Maha reply to contempt plea

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
on Monday direct-
ed a Maharashtra
authority to respond to a
man’s plea for initiating
contempt action against
it after he and his family
members were booked
by the police and his
properties were demol-
ished for allegedly rais-
ing anti-India slogans

during a cricket match.
A bench of Justices B
R Gavai and Augustine
George Masih issued the
notice and posted the
hearing after four weeks.
The petitioner, who
hails from Sindhudurg
district in the state, has

claimed his house and
shop were demolished
on February 24 follow-
ing an FIR against him,
his wife and his 14-year-
old son for allegedly rais-
ing anti-India slogans
during the India-Paki-
stan Champions Trophy

match, which India won
the previous day.

The plea, filed by
Kitabulla Hamidulla
Khan, sought directions
for ating contempt
proceedings against the

chief officer and admin-
istrator of the Malvan

Municipal Council argu-
ing the action was in vio-
lation of the apex court’s
November 13, 2024,
verdict on demolition of
properties.

The top court judg-
ment laid down pan-In-
dia  guidelines and
barred demolition of
properties without a pri-
or showcause notice and
15 days’ time to the ag-
grieved party to respond.

The plea, filed through
advocate Fauzia Shakil,
said the case illustrat-
ed an “egregious con-
tempt” aside from how
the state machinery
violated the guidelines
with impunity. Agency

ma) j is con-
cerned, it can only be
sought by the parties
concerned.... this is not
open for all,” senior ad-
vocate Ajit Sinha said.

“I don’t agree. It's too

premature for anything,”
said another senior ad-
vocate Gopal Sankara-
narayanan.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons in Prayagraj, Tiwari
referred to a number of
resolutions adopted by
the AHCBA.

“The Iligh Court Bar
Association opposes any
proposed transfer of
Justice Yashwant Varma
to Allahabad ITigh Court
or its Lucknow bench or
to any other High Court,”
read one resolution.

Chief Justice of India
Sanjiv Khanna had con-
stituted a three-member
panel to probe the dis-
covery of “four to five
semi-burnt sacks” of
Indian currency notes
after the fire incident.
This followed an in-
quiry report submitted
by Chief Justice of Delhi
1ligh Court Justice D K
Upadhyaya.

The alleged cash discov-
ery happened following a
fire at Justice Varma's
Lutyens Delhi residence
at around 1135 pm on
March 14, prompting the
fire officials to rush to the
spot and douse it.
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Trump announces
25% tariff on countries
buying Venezuelan oil

Washington
resident Don-
Pald Trump  said
onday he would
levy a 25 percent tariff
across the board on any
country buying oil or
gas from Venezuela, as
he escalates trade wars
with a number o US foes
and allies.

“Venezuela has been
very hostile to the Unit-
ed States and the Free-
doms which we espouse,”
he wrote on his Truth
Social network. “There-
fore, any Country that
purchases Oil and/or
Gas from Venezuela will
be forced to pay a Tar-
iff of 25% to the United
States on any Trade they

do with our Country.”
The tariffs would most
likely add to the taxes
facing China, which in
2023 bought 68 percent
of the oil exported by

HIGHLIGHT

® [n a Truth Social post,
Mr. Trump said Ven-
ezuela has been “very
hostile” to the U.S. and
countries  purchasing
oil from it will be forced
to pay the tariff on all
their trade to the US.
starting April 2.

Venezuela, according to
a 2024 analysis by the
US Energy Information
Administration.  Spain,
Russia, Singapore and
Vietnam are also among
the countries receiving
oil from Venezuela, the
report shows.

The US in January
imported 8.6 million
barrels of oil from Ven-
ezuela, according to the
Census Bureau.

Agency

Rajya Sabha adjourned amid
ruckus over Muslim reservation

New Delhi

ajya Sabha pro-
ceedings were
djourned for the

day on Monday as the
ruling BJP members
raised the issue of res-
ervation to Muslims in
public contracts in Kar-
nataka leading to an up-
roar in the Upper House.

The upper house saw
two adjournments be-
fore it was adjourned for
the day

The house witnessed
uproarious scenes soon
after it met for the day,
with members of treas-
ury benches raising
slogans. While many of
them were on their feet
even before Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar sat
on his chair, some of
them entered the aisles.

As ruling BJP MPs cre-
ated a ruckus, alleging
that a Congress leader
has vowed to change the
Constitution to provide
reservation to Muslims,

Congress president and
Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge as-
serted that no force can
change the Constitution
made by B R Ambedkar.
Dhankhar gave Parlia-
fairs Minister

speak on what the ruling
party members were ag-
itating about.

“It is not our inten-
tion to disrupt this zero
hour. Why I am standing
here is because of an ex-
tremely important and
sensitive matter which
has come to our notice.

MPs fmm NDA have
come to me and raised
this important issue,”
Rijiju said.

He said a senior Con-
gress leader who holds
a constitutional post
has said the party will
change the Constitution
to provide reservation
in contract work to the
Muslim community.

Though he did not
name the leader, he was
apparently referring to
D K Shivakumar.

“We cannot take this
statement lightly. Be-
cause, if it was a state-

HIGHLIGH

he house witnessed
uproarious scenes
soon after it met for
the day, with members
of treasury benches
raising slogans. While
many of them were on
their feet even before
Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar sat on his
chair, some of them
entered the aisles.

ment made by any or-
dinary person, then we
could have replied out-
side. Since this statement
has come from a person
who is holding a constitu-
tional position and in very
clear terms he has stated
that the Congress party
will provide reservation
to the Muslim communi-
ty and for that they will
change the Constitution
of India,” the minister
said. Agency

Centre notifies 24% hike in

New Delhi

he Centre on Mon-

day notified a 24

per cent hike in
the salaries of members
of Parliament with effect
from April 1, 2023 on
the basis of the Cost In-
flation Index.

The notification, is-
sued by the Ministry of
Parliamentary  Affairs,
also increased the daily
allowances for sitting
members and pension
and additional pension
for every year of service
in excess of five years for
former members.

A member of Parlia-
ment will now get Rs
1.24 lakh per month as

salaries, pensions for MPs

salary as against Rs 1
lakh per month they re-
ceived earlier.
The daily allowance,
too, has been increased
from Rs 2,000 to Rs
2,500, the notification
said.

The pension for for-
mer members of Parlia-

ment has been increased
from Rs 25000 per
month to Rs 31,000 per
month.

The additional pen-
sion for every year of
service in excess of five
years has been increased
from Rs 2,000 per
month to Rs 2,500 per

® A member of Parlia-
ment will now get Rs
1.24 lakh per month
as salary as against Rs
1 lakh per month they
received earlier

month.

The increase in the
salary has been notified
in exercise of the powers
granted under the Salary,
Allowances and Pension
of Members of Parlia-
ment Act on the basis of
the Cost Inflation Index
specified in the Income
Tax Act of 1961.

Agency




SC Collegium
transfers Jus-
tice Yashwant
Varma to

Allahabad HC

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The Justice
Upadhyaya report con-
tained photos and videos
of the cash allegedly dis-
covered at a storeroom
at Justice Varma’s house
during the firefighting
operation aside from his
response.

Justice Varma has “un-
equivocally” denied the
any cash being placed in
the storeroom either by
him or any of his family
members while “strong-
ly denouncing the sug-
gestion that the alleged
cash belonged” to them.
He said the allegations
of cash discovery from
his official residence
clearly appeared to be a
conspiracy to frame and
malign him.

Justice Varma was
enrolled as an advocate
on August 8, 1992. He
was appointed as an ad-
ditional judge of the Al-
lahabad High Court on
October 13, 2014.

He took oath as a per-
manent judge of the Al-
lahabad High Court on
February 1, 2016, before
being appointed as a
judge of the Delhi High
Court on October 11,
2021.

Justice Varma was
heading a division bench,
which was dealing with
cases of sales tax, goods
and services tax, com-
pany appeals and other
appeals of the original
side, when the incident
happened.

As the cash discovery
row once again brought
into focus the Collegium
system and the National
Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) Act,
which was struck down
by the Supreme Court as
unconstitutional, it drew
sharp reactions from the
opposition leaders who
demanded a fair probe
into the matter. Some
MPs suggested that
steps be taken to im-
peach Justice Varma.

The current Collegi-
um system, which came
into existence in 1993,
has often come under
fire for lacking trans-
parency by politicians
and some eminent ju-
rists, who contend that
the practice of judg-
es appointing judges
without any say of the
Executive has led to
complaints of nepotism
and favouritism.

AAP’s Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Singh said
the alleged cash discov-
ery is a big issue and
that people’s trust in
the judiciary has been
damaged.

P Sandosh Kumar of
the CPI said Justice
Varma should be im-
peached.
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Punjab civic polls: SC to appoint ex-HC
judge to look into grievances

New Delhi:

he Supreme Court
on Monday said it

would appoint a
retired high court judge
to conduct an inquiry
into the grievances of
the aggrieved candidates
of the Punjab municipal
body polls.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh asked
the Punjab government
and the petitioners who
have challenged the re-
sult of the civic body
elections, to suggest a
retired high court judge,
who could examine their
grievances.

“It's a question of pub-
lic faith and confidence.
Those authorities, who
are at the helm, if any
allegations are made
against them, then they
cannot look into the
grievances,” the bench
told the Punjab advo-
cate general Gurminder
Singh.

The court said it would
pass a detailed order,
giving the terms and ref-
erence of the one-man
fact-finding committee,
in a day or two.

The seat of the com-
mittee will be in Chan-
digarh, where only those
petitioners, who have

approached the high
court or the Supreme
Court with the grievanc-
es against the Decem-
ber 2024-January 2025
civic polls can make
their claims and coun-

Neeli Chhatri Temple would
not be damaged, directs for
necessary repairs: Pravesh Verma

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi:

The Minister of Public’
Works, Pravesh Verma,
visited the Neeli Chha-
tri Temple in Delhi
Yamuna Vihar on Mon-
day to address con-
cerns about its safety.

Heassured the public
that the temple would
not be damaged and
any necessary repairs
would be done quick-
ly. Verma emphasized
the government’s com-
mitment to protecting
religious and cultural
heritage.
He responded to a
‘WhatsApp message that
claimed the temple was
under threat, stating
that he inspected it per-

sonally to reassure dev-
otees of its safety.

He expressed strong
support for the Valmiki
community and reiter-
ated that no religious
site would be harmed

Verma urged the com-
munity not to politicize
this issue, as he believes
some individuals are
spreading false rumors
to create unrest.

He instructed officials
to prioritize the tem-
ple’s maintenance and
ensure its protection
from any harm. In sum-
mary, the minister’s
main focus is on ensur-
ing the temple’s safety
and preserving cultural
and religious sites in the
area.

ter-claims, it added.

The top court clarified
that it wasn't “casting
any aspersions” on any-
one and the grievances
of the petitioners could
be looked into only on a

case to case basis.
Senior advocate Vivek
Tankha, and other advo-
cates appearing for the
petitioners, submitted
several candidates were
not allowed to file the

of candidates

—
A bench of Justices

Surya Kant and
N  Kotiswar Singh
asked the Punjab
government and

the petitioners who
have challenged the
result of the civic
body elections, to
suggest a retired high
court judge, who

could examine their

M
nomination papers and
could not participate in
the elections.

Singh opposed the
submissions  of the
petitioners and  said
everything was done in
accordance with law.

The top court told Sin-
gh it was all about “pro-
bity and fairness” and
preventing someone at
the threshold was the
“real issue”.

The bench’s order
said, “These allegations
cannot be adjudicated
by election petition. It
has to be gone into by a
fact-finding inquiry.”

The matter would be
heard on May 22.

On December 22, last
year, the ruling AAP won
the municipal elections

in Patiala but fell short
of a majority in the Lu-
dhiana and Jalandhar
municipal corporations
even though it emerged
as the largest parties in
the two civic bodies.

In Amritsar and Phag-
wara, the Congress
turned out to be the larg-
est party as per munici-
pal corporation results.

Elections for Ludhia-
na, Jalandhar, Patiala,
Amritsar and Phagwara
aside from 44 munici-
pal councils and nagar
panchayats in Punjab
took place on December
21,2024,

Several  candidates
who were allegedly not
allowed to file their nom-
ination papers or those
who were aggrieved with
the election of mayor
and deputy mayor in
Patiala municipal body
moved the Punjab and
Haryana High Court.

The high court on
January 10 allowed con-
ducting these elections
in the Patiala municipal
corporation saying the
deferment of elections
in some wards would
not be an impediment.
Aggrieved by the high
court order, the candi-
dates moved the apex
court.

Govt to expand TB elimination
campaign across country

New Delhi:

Union Health Minister

J P Nadda on Monday

announced scaling up

of the tuberculosis (TB)

elimination campaign to

cover all districts in In-
ia.

Launched on De-
cember 7 last year and
initially implement-
ed in 445 districts, the
100-Day Intensified TB
Elimination Campaign
aims to accelerate the
fight against the disease
by improving detection
And treatment of TB cas-

Addressmg the World
TB Day 2025 Summit
here, Nadda said 7.19
lakh new TB cases were
notified during the cam-
paign. Of these, approx-
imately 2.85 lakh cases
were asymptomatic and
might have gone unde-
tected without the strat-
ified screening strategy.

He said 12.97 crore
?eople were screened

or TB with 719 lakh

Ay
ernment’ approach” he
said.

The theme for this
year’s World TB Day
summit is “Yes! We Can
End TB: Commit, In-
vest, Deliver”.

The Union minister
reaffirmed India’s un-
wavering commitment
to achieving a ‘TB-Mukt
Bharat' (TB-free India)
in his addre:

He lauded the 100-
Day Intensified TB
==

ion C.

new cases de
December 7 last year to
March 17.

India’s TB elimina-
tion strategy is based
on ‘whole of the society’
and ‘whole of the gov-

strategy to deploy cut-
ting-edge  technology,
including handheld
X-ray units and upfront
Nucleic Acid Amplifi-
cation Testing (NAAT),

Anganwadi Workers Trained in

Health, Nutrition, and Digital

New Delhi:

A one-day training and

awareness camp for 83
Anganwadi workers of
Aizawl Rural Block was
successfully conducted
by STI Hub Mizoram at
the Synod Conference
Centre. The initiative
aimed to enhance their
knowledge and skills in
health, nutrition, digi-
tal safety, and Ayurve-
da-based  well-being,
equipping them to bet-
ter serve their commu-
nities.

The event was graced
by Dr. Lalnilawma,
Minister of State for Ru-
ral Development, Mizo-
ram, as the Chief Guest,

opment,

crucial role Anganwa-

Narendra Modi's vision

also participated in the
event. He shared in-
sights into the project’s
vision and highlighted
the significant role An-
ganwadi workers play in
achieving its objectives.

A major highlight
of the event was the
demonstration of val-
ue-added food prod-
ucts made from locally
sourced  ingredients.
Participants had the
opportunity to sam-
ple  Moringa-Jaggery
Cookies, Ginger-Perilla
Bites, and Soya Nutrib-
alls, which were praised
for their nutritional val-
ue and taste. STI Hub
aims to extend training

Safety

The event garnered
significant media cov-
erage, reflecting the
growing emphasis on
empowering frontline
workers for improved
community health. Or-
ganized in collaboration
with the Directorate of
Women & Child Devel-
opment, Mizoram, un-
der the STI-ITLIVES
project, the program
is a joint initiative of
Amrita Vishwa Vidyap-
eetham and Mizoram
University, funded by
the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology,
Government of India.
The initiative marks a
significant step toward

some of which were
deployed using mobile
vans (Nikshay Vahans).

This helped the cam-
paign shatter geographi-
cal barriers and brought
vital sereening and diag-
nostic services to remote
and underserved areas,
he said.

Nadda mentioned that
over 13.46 lakh ‘Nikshay
Shivirs’, or community
screening and awareness
camps, were organis
in the districts bringing
essential TB services di-
rectly to the doorstep of
crores of people.

He noted that TB
treatment coverage in
India has increased

from 59 per cent to 85
per cent.

“Among the noti-
fied TB cases, approx-
imately 2.85 lakh were
asymptomatic that
might have gone un-
detected without the
stratified screening
strategy of the cam-
paign,” he said.

More than 5,000
MLAs and 10,000 gram
panchayats participat-
ed in the campaign, ac-
cording to the minister.

Citing these success-
es, he announced the
ministry’s plans to ex-
pand the campaign to
cover all districts in In-
dia. Agency

Faridabad police seized a large awmount
of money during a routine check

Staﬁ" Reporter

w Del
Fandabad police found

alarge amount of money
during a routine check
near Anangpur Chowk.
Two individuals in a
Brezza car coming from
Gurugram were stopped
for inspection. When
their car was checked, a
bag filled with cash was
discovered.

money and notified the
Income Tax Depart-
ment, which came to
count the cash, total-
ing 1. 5 crore rupees.
Surajkund police sta-
tion’s SHO, Prahlad
Singh, stated that the
two men, residents of
Noida, are still being
questioned about the
money’s origin and
purpose.

Faridabad police
seized a large
amount of
money during a

routine check
Patna:
The Bihar assembly on
Monday passed an ap-
propriation Bill to clear
decks for withdrawal
of the state’s annual
budgetary provision of
Rs 3.21 lakh crore for
20125-26 from the con-
solidated fund.

The Bihar Appropri-
ation (No.2) Bill, 2025
was passed by voice
vote amid a walkout by
opposition  legislators
expressing  dissatisfac-
tion over Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Choud-
hary's reply to a debate
on the bill. Choudhary
also holds the portfolio
of the Finance depart-
ment.
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UBLIC NOTICE

~Know all persons by this public notice
that my clicat Smt. Dobuli Devi W'o
Sh. Harak Singh S'0 Chandra Singh.
38 Kulwan, PO, Ratisera. Maj Kot,
Dagestar, (il hand-263635. s
debarred disowned her son namicly
Ganea Singh S'o Harak Singh 10
17.18 HHL. Block Near Bam Camp Jor
Vil Nujsfirah southwest delbi-1
10043 und her daughter-in-law numely
Kirun 3t from all her moveable and
immoveable propertics and my cliet
has severed all relations with them.
1t anybody will deal with them. he'
shethey will do on higher/their own
responsibility wnd my elient shall ot
be held respons ny manner for
any act dane by oy person
dealing on their behalE, then he same
‘shall be treated as mull and void in'any
court of Indiy

and Mrs. Zoramthangi  di workers play in child  of Viksit Bharat. to youth and self-help  strengthening commu- The two men claimed They have not pro-
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DELHI

Three caughtin
Uttam Nagar while
splitting loot from
house theft

_ New Delhi

Delhi Police arrested three
people from their hideoutin
Uttarn Nagar here while they

were dividing stolen goods
from a house theft, officials

and Samesr (21), they said.
On February 17 Rajpal,

who works as a showroom
helper in Janakpuri, lodged
an FIR saving that his home
had been burgled. He al-
leged that gold and si
jewellery along withan
TV were stolen, a police of-
ficer said.

A police team examined
CCIV footage from the
scene, in which three bur-
glars were seen carrying
stolen goods, he said.

Aclearimage of one of the
suspects was obtained and
cireulated among inform-
ers, leading to the identifi-
cation of Sameer, he added.

The police team conduct-
ed araid at ahouse in Uttam
Nagar, and the three ac-
cused were caught while
they were diving the stolen
items, the officer said.

During interrogation, the
accused revedled that the
three lived in the same
neighbourhood and had
dropped out of school before
completing eighth grade, he
said, They took to crime for
. Arjun has cas-
nd possession
of illegal 1rm.s registered
against him at Uttam Nagar
police station, he added.

Delhi Govt is dedicated to
managing electricity prices:
Delhi Power Minister

ster of Power for
Delhi, Ashish Scod on Mon-
inistered the nam to

maras the new Chairman of

latory Commission (DERC).

‘The ceremony was held at
the Delhi Secretariatand at-
tended by senior officials,
mcliding the Chief Secretary
and Power Secretary.

The Minister congratulat-
ed Shri Kumar and ex-
pressedtrustin hisabilityto
strengthen the power sectar
in Delhi.

Minister of Power for Del-
hi, Ashish Sood highlighted
the importance of addressing
electricity issues as summer
approaches and stressed the
need for better coordination
with power distribution
companies to benefit resi-
dents.

The minister said that Del-
hi Govt is dedicated to man-
aging electricity prices for the

Delhi govt to prepare action
report on school conditions:
Education Minister

New Delhi
Delhi Ed
on Monday
Assembly that an action
report would be prepared
on the deteriorating condi-
tion of schools in the na-
tional capital.

Speaking at the ongoing
Delhi Assembly Budget
Session, Minister Ashish
Sood addressed concerns
raised by varions MLAS re-
garding school infrastruc-
ture.

A fivy e BJP MLA
from Gandhi Nagar, Arvin-
der Singh Lovely, high-
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DTC's liabilities rose to Rs
37 000 cr in 5 yrs: report

New Delhi

he Delhi Transport

Corporation's

(DTC) liabilities

rose from Rs 28,263
crore in2015-16t0 Rs 65.274
crore in 2021-22, as it in-
curred operational losses of
maore than Rs 14,000 crore
during the same period, ac-
cording to a CAG teport
tabled in the Assembly on
Monday,

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta tabled the re-
port an the functioning of the
DTC for the year ending
March 31, 2022, in the

despite the availability of

funds from the government.

addition of EBs in the fleet

“There was a delay in the

for which a penalty amount-

ingto Rs 29.86 crore for de-
layed delivery was not im-

report said.
Onthedepleting fleet, the
report said the number of
low floor overage buses in
DTC during 2015-22 in-
creased from 0.13 per cent
(five buses) to 17.44 per cent
(656 buses), which further
increased (o 44,96 per cent
(1.770 buses) by March 31,
2023, of its total fleet.
The proportion of overage
buses will continue to rise if
the DTC does not make sin-
cere efforts to procure or
add new buses, it added.
The operational efficiency

Delhi Police solves elderly couple murder
case with arrest of second accused

New Delhi
The police have solved the
robbery cum murder case of
an elderly couple in north-
west Delhi with the arrest of
the second accused, an of-
ficial said on Monday.

The arrested persons
have been identified as Ravi
(27). a resident of Uttam
Nagar, and Deepak alias
Pankaj (41), a resident of
Karan Vihar, the police of-
ficial said.

While Ravi was arrested
earlier on March 14 from his
residence, Deepak was ar-
rested on March 22 from an
ald-age home in Dwarka.

Police have also recov-
ered Rs 30,000 in cash, a

mer and a dupatta, used in
the crime, and country-
made pistol with three live
cartridges from the pos:
sion of the accused, he

On March 18, an elderly
couple, Mohinder Singh
(70) and his wife Diljeet

dered in their house at Ko-
hat Enclave with their care-
taker, Deepak, missing.

During the probe, it was
found that the elderly cou-
ple had been living alone.
Further, their son, Man-
preet, told police that Ravi,
who had earlier worked as
an attendant for his parents,
recently sent Deepak in his
pla

Police then conducted a
raid and apprehended Ravi
from his residence.

During interrogation, he
revealed that he and Deep-
ak had conspired to send
Deepak as an attendant to
gain aceess to the vietims'
house and steal money, the

posed on the operators,” the  of the DTC vis-d-vis all India

stolen gold bangle, a ham-  Kaur (71), were found mur-  official said.

budget session.

‘The report highlighted
that the public transporter
had not prepared any Busi-
ness Plan or Perspective
Plan, nor signed any MoU
with the state government
toset physi al and finaneial
targets to contain its work-
ing losses.

The transporter was also
found not to have set
benchmark to asses its per-
formance as against other
state transport undertak-
ings.

‘The DTCdid not conduct
any study on profitabili-
ty/sustainability even
though it was incurring
Josses continuously, the re-
portnoted.

Between 2015 and 2023,
DTC's bus fleet reduced
from 4,344 10 3,937 buses.
Tt could procure anly 300
electric buses, or EBs, dur-
ing 2021-22 and 2022-23,

people of Delhi,

Ashish Sood criticized
the previous Asm Aadmi
Party government for leav-
inga debt of T27,000 crore
in the form of Regulatory
Assets, which was a result
of their inefficiency, "This
debt allows power compa-
nies to recover costs from
the citizens," he said Sood
emphasized that the BJP
government \ﬂTI pm ent

« First in attracting domestic & international tourists

= Pucca houses for 56 Lakh+ Families

« First in implementing PM Kisan Samman Nidhi

= 1.86 (rore LPG cannections under PM Ujjwala Yojana

« Firstin providing PM SVANidhi loans to street vendors
o [onstruction of 2.75 (rore toilets

L T

Sabka Saath-Sabka Vikas

LEa B

Years of Excellence

Nurturing Farmers, Cultivating Prosperity

Inaugural Cabinet's First Dedision: 36,359 Crore crop loan waiver, 94 Lakh farmers

benefitted

Foodgrain Production: Increased from 557.46 Lakh MT in 2016-17 to 668.39 Lakh MT

(20%rise) in2023-24

Irrigation Capacity: Increased from 82.58 Lakh hectares in 2017 to 131 Lakh hectares, 976

projects completed

Record Sugarcane Payment: ¥2.80 Lakh Crore paid since 2017, which is 266,000 Crore

morethan thetotal payments madein the last 22 years

Sugar Mills:3 new sugar mills, 6mills revamped and expansion of 38 sugar mills

Grain Procurement: Middlemen removed, 343,424 Crore disbursed for wheat
and 288,746 Crorefor

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana : #80,000 Crore+ transferred to 2.86 Crore

farmers

73,924 500ar pumps installed under PM KUSUM Yojana

Empowering Women, Elevating Nation

20% reservation For women in police force with 1.38 Lakh+ wornen secured Govt. jobs

1Croret. ough 10Lakh+ self:

Women Workforce! Increased from 14.2%in 2017 t0351%

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: Free LPG connections to 1.86 Crare families, along with

free LPG cylinder refills during Holi and Diwali
Yojana: 22.11Lakh:

Nirashrit i Tsion Yojane ;33,55 La!

Samuhik Vivah Yojana: 4.22 Lakh couples tied the knot, financial

ltted

any additi

burden on DL[hI rc.sldmh
concerning  electricity
prices. He reaffirmed their
commitment to controlling
these prices under the guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Smt. Rekha Gup-
ta.

Kumar, who previously
served asa judge on the Al-
lahabad High Court, will
oversee the regulatory
body's work in setting elec-
tricity tariffs and promoting.
competition in the power
market,

lighted the poor condi-
tion of a school on
Brahmapuri Main Road
and said several schools in
the Trans-Yamuna region
were in a similar state,

He urged the minister
to provide details of such
schools, to which Sood as-
sured that the necessary
information would be col-
lected and presented in
the House.

Similarly, BJP MLA
Kulwant a pointed out
the dilapidated condition

of a school in Saheb
Haderi.

®  Aimtotrain10Lakfr

e s 8 88 8 s

assistanceincreased from 351,000 ta ¥1Lakh

« Free ration to 15 Crore individuals

= PM Matru Vandana assistance to 60 Lakh mothers

« Free electricity connections to 158 (rore households

« Free medical treatment up to 75 Lakh for 9 Crore people
= 9.57 (rore individuals with Jan Dhan bank accounts

« Gharauni certificates to 1 (rore families

Uttar Pradesh on the Fast Track to Development

6 expressways operational, T under construction, Uttar Pradesh will account for 55% of

the country v ion of
o Exp engtn still2017ta], by2024
32,000 Hlametars» new roads constructed, 25,000 kilometers of roads
widened/strengthened
Number of Airports increased from four till 2017 to 21 Airports till 2024, Including
Sinternationalairports
Jewar Airport nearly

 setto become the nation's biggest air cango

huby
Inland waterway operational from Haldia to Varanasi, expansion work ongeing from
Prayagraj-Ayodhya

Zero Tolerance towards Crime

Prior to 2017: Mafia and criminals unchecked, Post 2017: Rule of law, fear-free
environment

As per NCRB data, 84.41% reduction in dacoity, 77.43% reduction in robhery, 21.01%
reduction in murder, GE 40% Muctiun in rioting, 54.72% redliction in abductjons for
ransom, 1708% d 26,15% rape casesreduced

79,984 criminals booked under the Gangster Act, action taken against 930 offenders
chargedunder NSA

Seizure of nearly ¥3,000 crores worth property from mafia's illegal occupations,
Faciiitating housing far the poor

222 petorigus criminals killed in en(mmrers anci 28,000+ wantcd criminalssent tojail

Inc for worker 2373 Lal
B.L. Sakhi: 39,000+ women facilitated transactions worth ¥31,626 Crore, earned 285,81
Croredividends

Creating Employment, Inspiring Youth

Per capitaincome increased from $46,000in 2017t 21.24,000 in 2024

2 18% youtf 2016, now reduced to 3% in2024
Fair and transparent recruitment process: 8.5 Lakh+ government jobs, 375 Lakh+
contract johs
2Crore+ jobs in private sector and MSMES, 2.54 Lakh+ jobs through ODOP scheme
Employr 2.27 Lakh+youth under Yojana

under i ye Abhiy:

Driving Progress through Inclusive Growth

3 ucted, way onl,
70849 Crumsc!ln\arshipstﬂBZ /49,854 Scheduled Caste lPrB—Ma(‘IIC) studanrs
¥9,662.25C 89,31, G
iogErast 2 i
4762524030 hips 01,3108, lass (Post-|
222185C) .58, vl Matric) students.
549986 Crore: ships to 48,13, vl i
Building a Healthier Future
75 lakh for
oper increased mm iDO
AlIMS it and Raebarell, and Iniversity in Lucknow
A ;
22,681Ar0gya Mandirs

Inforusatio & Publit Relatiems Degartment, Uttar Pradesh

& Police Commissi in7 cities, 18 Anti-Terrorism
Squad units established

. ity Force formed, 3Women PAC up

*  Cyber poli i ts,11 Lakh+ CCTV cameras installed

. Sl time of 112 Rolice Cantrol reduced from 25.42 minutes in 2017 to just 7.24

minutesin2024

Spiritual & Cultural Development

* B6.30Cror lippat 2025
. Mahauumnhmz"Iedta!350LakhErureé(mstmutarwadeshsemnomv
* Growthin tourismwith
# Divineand grand constructianof Prabhu Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Mandirin Avodhya
= Developmentof ShriKashiVishwanath Dham Carridor in Varanasi
. inAyadhya, Dev D \Kashi
Ensuring Basic Amenities, Enhancing Lives
*  Pradhan MantriGarib Yojana: Fri I 150
* Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana : 56 Lakh+ houses constructed
* PMSVANidni Yojana: 3000 Crore+ loan to 180,000+ street vendors
o HarGhar Jal Yojana: P i 236Crore+Famili
. 1 i ¥ p by gener 200Crar y:

Nurturing Young Minds

Constructionnf in18
CM Model Composite Schools in 57 districts
State Unlversities operational in Aligarh, Azamgarh, Saharanplir, Mirzapur, Balramplir,
and Moradabad

ters

o Dr.Rajendra Law in
» SalnlkSchool, Forestry College, and NCC Traln! Ingk(adeﬂ\v InGoralkhpur
« Veterinary Science Collegesin Gorakhpur and Chandauli
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Excavation to begin in Agroha
after 44 Years: Dr. Arvind Sharma

B Haryana Chtef Mmlster to Inaugurate Excavation following budget announcement

Shiv Kumar
New Delhi
n a historic develop-
ment, excavation work
at the ancient city of
Agroha, the capital of
Maharaja Agrasen, is setto
resume after 44 vears, said
‘Haryana's Minister of Her-
itage and Tourism, Dr.
Arvind Sharma in New Del-
hi.

The project will be inau-
gurated on March 25 by
Haryana’s Chief Minister,
b Singh Saini, he fur-
ther said.

Dr. Sharma emphasized
that Agroha, situated on the
historic trade route between
Takshashila and Mathura,
holds i

and cultural

longside the ar

The study is expected to
shed Hight on India’s an-
cient \uh,m planning system
an

ical significance. The exca-
vation, which follows simi-
lar efforts at Rakhigarhi,
aims to provide substantial
evidence of Haryana's role
in the Indus-Sarasvati civi-
lization and its global trade

the evolution
of cultural, trade, and hu-
‘man lifestyles through var-
ious historical periods.
The excavation project at
Agroha will also incorporate
an educational initiative.
Dr. Sharma announced that

GDA launches major crackdown

on illegal constr

Shiv Kumar

Ghaziabad

uctions in Gzd

tion, a (Lam of GDA offi-
cials, i

The Ghaziabad Develop-
ment Authority (GDA)
lannched alarge-scale cam-
paign against illegal con-
structions here on Sunday.
The drive, mitiated under
the direct orders of the Vice
Chairman of the GDA, tar-
geted unauthorized strue-
tures erected by private de-
velopers in multiple loca-
tions across the city.

As part of the crackdown,
GDA officials demolished
unauthorized boundary
walls, roads, and electric
poles that had been ille-
gally set up in areas devel-
oped by individuals identi-
fied as Virendra Chaud-
hary and Pramod Sharma.
The affected illegal en-
croachments were spread
over approximately 20
bighas and 9 bighas of land.
respectively. The areas pri-
marily impacted by the
demolition drive included
Surya Garden, Indira En-
clave, and City Park. locat-
ed along the NDRF Road in
Ghaziabad.

To ensure the smooth
execution of the demoli-

and P_Df(ll'LLfﬂlLlll officers,
was accompanied by local
police personnel. Despite
facing stiff resistance from
local developers and af-
fected parties, the demoli-
tion proceeded as planned,
with security forces main-
taining law and order at
the site,

A senior GDA official
overseeing the operation
emphasized that the au-
thority remains committed
to upholding urban devel-
opment regulations and
taking strict action against
illegal constructions. "En-
croachments and unautho-
rized developments will not
be tolerated. We are con-
ducting systematic inspec-
tions across the city, and
any violations found will
face immediate legal con-
sequences,” the official stat-
ed. This latest action is part
of GDA’s ongoing efforts
to curb illegal land en-
eroachments and unautho-
ized construction activi-
ties that have been prolif-
erating in various parts of
Ghaziabad.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

ocurement

E-Procurement Tender Notice No- JHSIDYCMM/2025/01  Date: 21.03.2025|

O behal of the President of India, The Dy Chief Materal Manager. General Store
Depot, dtvans| are invite the foliowing E procursrment tender

Tender Notice

Tender No. : 51246261

EMD - 7148430

Qty,
Supphy. Tlaalon § corisoring of Lock Bol Pt a per Spadfieaion|
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[ North centre) rallwa

financial enry m any other forrm/lettar had if auar»ad by vendar shall ba ariginal
5 (AS)

www.nGr mmmual[ways gov.in

n;y be considered fates and any olhel

[<}@ cPRONCR

On Behall of the President of Ind

givenasunder:-

(e] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Letter No:- DRM/G/AGRA/NFR/E-AUCTION

E-Auction Notice,

Mariager-North Central Raltway-Agra Invitss E- Auction as per category

Datod:- 24.03.2025

ia, The Sr. Divisional Commercial

Category : Publicity

Catalogue No. : ADVT-AGRA-24-14

Asset Detalls

E-Auction Start | E-Auction End
Dateand Time | Date and Time

Commercial publicity via Hoarding
Unipole at Agra Fart cifculaling Area
|zane find.

o

Dato:- (9.04.2026
Time - 11:30

ate:- 09.04 2025
Time - 1100

dig, a training camp for stu-
dents from fhe Postgraduate
Diploma in Archaeology
(2025 batch) of the Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyaya In-
stitute of Archaealogy, ASI,
will be launched. This ini-
tiative is intended to provide
hands-on training in exca-
vation techniques and ar-
chaeological research.

The excavation will be a
joint effort by the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (AST)
and the Department of Ar-
chaeology & Museums,
Haryana. Their primary ob:

other ancient trade centers
worldwide.

Dr. Sharma further dis-
closed that the Haryana
government has allocated
funds in the state budgetfor

jective s to explore Agrol
trade links with the external
world. Dr. Sharma high-
lighted that the previous
excavations conducted be-
tween 1978 and 1981 un-
covered evidence of early
historic urban planning,
The new phase of excava-
tion will build upon these
findings to reconstruct
Agroh@’s role as a majorre-
gional trade center in an-
cient times.

The study will analyze
cultural variations over dif-
ferent historical periods and
assess their continuity. By
examining settlement pat-
terns and material remains,
archaeologists aim to es-
tablish concrete connec-
tions between Agroha and

this and for the
development of several
tourist attractions at
Agroha. These include a site
museum, an interpretation
center, a light and sound
show, and a planetarium.
These initiatives are ex-
pected to enhance the pub-
lic's understanding of
Agroha's historical signifi-
cance and attract cultural
tourism to the region. The
excavation inanguration will
take place on March 25 at 2
PM, in the presence of key
government officials, ASI
representatives, and local
authorities.

Leading the excavation
efforts will be Kaniei Athoilu
Kabui, the Superintending
Archaeologist of ASI's

Chandigarh Circle. The
project will be co-directed
by Arakhita Pradhan, As-
sistant Superintending Ar-
chaeologist of ASI Chandi-
garh Circle, and Banani
Bhattacharya, Deputy Di-
rector of the Department
of Archaeology & Museums,
Haryana. A dedicated team
of 15 experts from ASLand
the Department of Archae-
ology & Musenms will bein-
volved in the year-long proj-
ect. This excavation marks
asignificant step in uncov-
ering the ancient past of
Agroha and understanding
its contributions to trade,
culture, and urban devel-
opment in India. The find-~
ings from this project are
expected to offer new in-
sights into the historical
trade connections of the re-
gion and  reinforce
Haryana's importance in
India’s rich archaeological
heritage.

Restriction under GRAP
stage-I invoked in NCR

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

pertheunanimous decision of
the sub i

Inview of poor air quality, re-
striction under the Graded
Response  Action  Plan
(GRAP) stage-I have been
invoked in the National Cap-
ital Region (NCR).

Delhi’s daily average Air
Quality Index (AQT) elocked
206 (‘Poor’ categary), as per
the daily AQI bulletin pro-
vided by the Central Pollition
Control Board (CPCB),

In wake of the average/
overall air quality of Delhi
recording ‘Poor’ air quality
category ranging between
201-300, the sub-commit-
tee for mvoking actions under
the GRAP of the Commission
for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) in NCR and adjoin-
ing areas meton Monday to
take stock of the current air
quality scenario of Delhi-
NCR. The AQI of Delhi has
shown increasing trend due
to variable surface wind and
unfavorable meteorological
conditions in Delhi-NCR. The
AQUof Dethihas been record-
ed as 206 for 24.03.2025 (in
Poor’ category). Further, the
forecastby IMD/TTTM predicts
AQItoremainin thisrange. As

Forest land more than Delhi's total area diverted
for development projects in 10 years Govt data

New Delhi

India has diverted 1,734
square kilometres of forest
land, significantly larger
(much more) than the total
geographical area of Delhi,
for development activities
in 10 years, according to gov-
ernment data.

1In response to a question
in the Lok Sabha, Union En~
vironment Minister Bhu-
pender  Yadav  said
1,73,396.87 (1.73 lakh)
hectares of forest land had
been approved for non-forest
use, including infrastmcture
projects, under the Van (San-
rakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980, between

2014-15 and 2023-24.
Madhya Pradesh, which

has the largest forest coverin

the country at 77,073 square

kilometres, diverted the most
forest land - 385.52 square
Idlometres -- during this pe-
riod.

CAG report flags financial mismanagement in
DTC sparks polmcal row i in Delhl Assembly

New Delhi

The Comptroller and Audi~
tor General (CAG) report on
the DTC triggered a heated
debate in the Delhi Assem-
bly on Monday, with the
BJP leaders alleging cor-
ruption and financial mis-
management during the
AAP's tenure.

Delhi Minister Manjin-
der Singh Sirsa claimed that
the report exposed large-
scale corruption by the pre-
vious Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government.

"Arvind Kejriwal came to
power promising to end
corruption, but every CAG
report reveals more mis-
managementunder his rile.
The number of DTC bus
routes has declined from
814 to 468, leaving poor
commuters stranded.” he
said.

Sirsa claimed that the op-
erational cost of the Delhi
Transport  Corporation
(DTC) buses had risen
sharply.

"Earlier, DTC operated
atRs 213 per kilometre, but
now the cost has more than
doubled to Rs 487 per kilo-

metre,” he said.

BJP MLA Harish Khu-
rana alleged that DTC's op-
erating cost had skyrocket-
ed to Rs 544 per kilometre,
compared to Rs 54 per kilo-
metre for Delli Integrated
Multi-Modal Transit Sys-
tem (DIMTS) cluster buses,

Khurana also highlighted
a decline in the number of
DTC buses.

"In 2015, there were
4,344 buses in the fleet, but
by 2022, the number had
dropped 1o 3,037 despite a
growing population. Mean-
while, DTC's losses have
ballooned to Rs 8,498 crore
asof2022-23," he said.

Another allegation raised

s regarding pending dues
frnm private bus operators.

"The government rented
out spaces to private cluster
bus operators, but Rs 22
crore in rent remains un-
paid.

No action was taken to
recover this amount,” Khu-
rana adds

Odisha diverted around
244 square kilometres, fol-
lowed by Telangana at 114.22
square kilometres, Gujarat at
99.85 square kilometres and
Arunachal Pradesh at 94.95
square kilometres.

Rajasthan, which has one
of thelowest forest covers, di-
verted 87.96 square kilome-
tres of forest land for non-
forest use during these 10
years.

Maharashtra dm:ned
atound 85 square k

79.25 square kilometres and
Uttar Pradesh 70.59 square
Kilometres.

Uttarakhand  diverted
64.71 square kilometres of
forest land during this peri-
od for non-forest use while
Andhra Pradesh diverted
54.55 square kilometres.

According to the biennial
India State of Forests Report,
the country's forest cover
rose from 6,98,712.36 (6.98
lakh) square kilometres in
2013 to 7,15,342.61 (7.15

Jharkhand 83.53 square
kilometres, Chha

Advocats for the Applicant -

Uni S Patal, CMA SCIND. 266/2024
InThe Courtof Hor'ble 20th Additional
Sel ivil Judge, R. K. Trivedi, New
District Court Bulding, Dist. Vadodara

Applicants - 1) Mr. Adity:

2) Mirs. Latha Gopalkrishnan

Next Date : 28/03/2025

PUBLIC NOTICE

By this: Prosent Public Notice, it is
informadto the Public at Largs that Mrs.
Pattanmal Kiishnan demised on 19th
day of Septomber 2023 ot Vatodara
leaving behind het Last Will_atid
Testament dated 11th Aligust, 2023
bearing Registration No. 6243 and that
and application lor Geant of Probate of
the Last Will and Testarment dated 11th
August. 2022 bearing Registration No.
8243 ol the deconsed Mrs. Patiammnal
Kiishnan widow of M M. 5. Muthy
Kiishnan {Deceasad) frs bean filed n
the Horfbie: Caurt at Vadadara by the
shove-mertioned spplicants:

The dacesed Iy her Last Wi aid
Testament Dated 110 August, 2023
Beating Reglstration No. 8243 Hind
nominated M Aditya Sinivas and
Mis, Latha Gopalloishuan (Presan

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC AT LARGE (S
INFORMED THAT MY CLIENT
MS SANTOSH DEVIW/O SH
LATE RAJBIR SINGH, R/0 518,
SECTOR A-6, POCKET 7
NARELA MAMOOR PUR
NARELA NORTH WEST DELHI-
110040, AGED 54 YEARS HAS
DISDWNED'AND DEBARRED
HER MARRIED SON AIIT
SINGH 5/0/SH. RAIBIR
SINGH,AND HER DAUGHTER
IN LAW SHRUTI W/ AT
SINGH R/O 518, SECTOR A6,
POCKET 7 NARELA MAMOOR
PUR NARELA NORTH WEST
DELH|-110040, FROM ALL HIR
MOVABLE AND IMMOVIABLE
PROPERTIES AND ALSO SEV-
ERED ALL RELATIONS WITH
HIM. IF ANYBODY DEALS
WITH HIM. HE/SHE WILLBE
AT HIS/HER OWN RISK AND.
MY CUENTESS WILL NOT BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS ANY,
ACT OR MISDEED OR MIS-
CONDUCT.

KANDERA

2 ) ofthe Wil
o ndmm\ulumefswlt afthe deceased
e 10 il e germs of the saiel Wi,

That, in rspect of the sbove-mentioned
Agplication for Grar of Probty if any
pesson has any objection aginst. the
grantof probiata of the said Wil they are
Weswby Informed by way of the Present

file

During the di ion,
Leader of Opposition Atishi
requested that the debate be
postponed until Wednes-
day, citing i time

Inwtiting within 30 days from thedate of
Publication of the Preseirt Public Notice
and failure to file objections within the
priseribied period shall cesidt in the Horble
Court deciding the Agplication of Grant

to study the report.

"The report was tabled
justan hour ago. Members
need time to analyze it thor-
oughly before discussion,"”
she said.

ORTHERN RAILWA

NOTICE FOR

UCTION

Senior Divisional Commercial Manager/Freight, Delyi Division. Northern Railway, I lerins of Railway Board letier o
| 2022/TG(FM)V10I04 dated 13108 2022, inviles bids through e-Auction (www.ireps gev.in) for lessing of parcal space of SLR

[Commercial publicity via LED ai Agra
Farl Railway statlon (alatforms and
conoursaares)

Date- 09,04 2025 | Diate - 09.04.2025
Time - 11:10 Time 40

N

E-Aucti

e

on The Lot
underthe above menfioned Catalogue Number:
[ North central rallwys

)

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE No. AGC-ELG-T-30-2024-25

E-TENDER NOTICE

Date : 21,03,2025

Givisional
Indiainvites *Qpan Tended

Tender No. : AGC-ELGT-30-2024:25 | Approx. Cost of the work - Rs, 3885552.65

stations with pipeiine arrangements.

Name of work with its location & Completion Period :
Replacement of OHT at Mathura (225 KL] & Kos/ Kalan (225 KL & Hodal (1B0KL)

Efoctrification work for

S [Dato&time
No|

Assots to be auctioned

12015 (F1), 12050 (F1), 12314 (F1), 12450 (F1), 12808 (F1), 14067 (F1, F2,R1), 14089 (F 1, F2. 1), !4%‘

R ST
at10:30am |(F1, F2. R1), 14316 (F2). 15035 (F2), 15080 (F1, R1), 22472 (F1, F2, R1), 54076 (F1, F2). 54076 (R1)
(Tuesday Wednasday, Thursday, Fricay, Saturday and Sunday), 54076 (R1) (Monday)
2 | 26032025 [ 12265 (F1). 12430 (F1), 12453 (1), 12584 (F1), 12754 (F1), 14035 (F1, F2, R1), 14053 {R1), 14152 (F1)]
ap1030am | 14164 (F1), 14521 (F1.F2,R1), 14681 (F1), 20473 (F 1, R1), 224E8 (F1, F2), 22401 (F1). 12439!? )

03042025
ari030am

12034 (F1), 12197 (F) & F2), 12457 (F1. F2 & R1), 12063 (1) (Wadnesaay. Thurst
Sunday), 12963 (7 1) (Monday, Tuesday and Friday), 14041 (R1) (Sumday) us&mﬂ Fu Rn, 15035 (F1 8|
11, 15338 (F1), 20014 (F 1), 22421 (F1), 22428 (F1), 22463 (F1), 22582 (F1

Law,
Propared on, Date : 24022025
Propared by Checkat by
Sdi- Sil-
Assistant Bench Clrc
5. C. Raman)
Registrar
S
(M. A. Sayed)
Civil Court.
Vadodara

E-Tendar (Open Tender) s invited online
by Dy. CME/Elect. G & W Warkshap,
Easiem Railway, Liluah, Howrah-7 11204
from Tenderers having technical
capabilies fot the following work: Name
of the Work: Supply. Installation,
pa i

4. [oavazazs
11030 am
(F1), 22086 F1),

12005 (F1), 12038 (F1). 12085 (F1), 12057 (1), 12060 (E1) (Mmday and Tuesday), 12191 (R1)]
14008 (1), 14014 (FY), 14331 (F1, F2& R1), 14714 (F1), 20452 (F1), 22168 (R1), 22421 (F2 & R1), 22950

07,04 2095
8t 10:30am

12011 (FY), 12013 (F1), 12017 (F1), 12040 (F1). 12045 (F1), 12086 [F1), 12148 (F1, F23, 12428 (F1)
(Manday), 12446 (F1) (Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 12448 (F1) (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday andl
Sunday), 12455(F1), 12481 (F1), 12612 (F1). 14041 (F1), 14063 (F2), 14212(F1), 14308 (F1, F2.R1). 1473}
(F1).20038 (1), 20946 (1), 22456 (F1.F2, R1).

E——

it not

1. For more Informatian,

centre hi

s regarding
I

2. Fall s

Period : 08 months

For full detells and submission of bid plesse ssa tha fndian Raiways website

,12265(F1) b, 22401 (F1). . 14041 (F1,R1). d, 54076 (F1, F2.R1) 9, 22454 (F1,FLR1).
3, Ralway Adniiniatration rassrves tho full and absaluts rights 1o short ferminaio thess caniracts 2l ay point of ime and/r fit
taking any Secision regarding the discontinuationcarifiiuation of fhese cantracts with moffied aditional forms and canditionss

- Altemator sel for high capacity Power,

Car s per RDSO Spec: Na. RDSQ/ PE/

SPEC/ACID084-2008 {Rev-1) ot latest
Gl

narms or latest against RSP ER LB llem
0. 767 of 2024-25 (573 of 2023-24) =
06 Nos. Approx. cost of Works:
Rs. 4,69.05.000/~. Earnest Mony:
Rs. 3.84,500/-. Tender Closing Date &
Time: 11.04.2025 at 14,00 hrs. Website
where complate Details of Tender is
avalabie: wwwIreps.gov.in
MISC-357/2024-25

ADVOCATE

PERFECT LEGAL SERVICES
ADVOCATES AND SOLICI-
TORS

OFF. LALMANDIR, BUDH Vi-
HAR PHASE-1, RITHALA
ROAD DELHI-110086.

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby in
formed that Mr, Ankit Bhati
S/ Mr. Sant Ram @ Santy
Bhati s the owner of Resi-
dential Two Story House area
10059, yds., part of Khasra
no. 98; at Village Yakubpur,
Pargna & Tehsil Dadri; Gau-
tam Budh Nagar, U.P. by
virtue of Gift Deed dt.
22.03.2025, doc. No. 3901
executed by Mr. Santu 5/0
Late Mr. Tugal Bhati in SR-1-
Noida, and said property to
be financad by AU Small Fi-
nance 8ank Ltd, if anybody
has any charge/interest/ti-
tle/third Party In the said
property of any kind of dis-
pute kindly inform the under-
signed In writing and with
proof on the below men-
tioned address, failing which
and | am aware that in case
default with the mortgage
property that all barrower /
Owners are responsible for
the same.

Tanler s
Wk nanralways gov.inewwfeps.gov.in

80212025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Fallow us at: [l @EasternRailway|
1]

Advocate
Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
tal up

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

all 27 actions as envisaged
under Stage-I of GRAP —
“Poor’ air quality (DELHI
AQI ranging between 201-
300), to be implemented in
right earnest by all the agen-
cies concerned in NCR, with
immediate effect.

Various agencies resporn-
sible for implementing meas-
ures under the GRAP in-
cluding Pollution Control
Boards (PCBs) of NCR states
and Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) have
been addressed to ensure
strict implementation of ac-
tions of Stage-Tunder GRAP
during this period.

LOST AND FOUND

| Adish Srivastava S/o Mr. Ra-
jmani R/o R-16, Near Modern
School, Sector-11, Noida,
Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301 have fost rmy.
Original Sale Deed dated
04.04.2018, Original Gift
Deed dated 20,03.2021 &
Original Sale Deed dated
04.08.2003 in respect of
Property No.G-5, Entire Base-
ment; Green Park Extension,
New Delhi. Finders may con-
tact at above address:

PUBLIC NOTICE

Hereby informed that my
client, Umesh Pandey, S/o Sh.
Sri Kant Pandey, Rfo C-294,
Hastsal Vihar, VTC, Uttam Na-
gar, New Delhi-110059, Aad-
har Card No. 3248 8387
4630, And his Gaon address:
Gram Post Vsav Kian, Yila
Bakser, Bihar, Pin 802129,
has debarred & disowned to
his Daughter Ms: Varsha Ku-
mari, 18 year old from all his
movable & immovable Prop-
erties due to their wrong and
iliegal activities & society. If
anybody dealing with them,
hefshe shall be himself/her-
self responsible & liable. My
client shall not responsible in
any acts & deal of them in
any manner.

D. K. VERMA

(Advocate)

OFFICE: Central Hall, Tis Haz-
ari Courts, Delhi- 110 054
DDA Complex, District Can-
ter, Janak Puri

Be it known that my dient Sh.
Dharmender Yadav 5/0. sh.
Bachhe Lal Yadav and Smt.
R/O House Rita Devi W/o. Sh.
Dharmender Yadav both no.
W-53/291, soniya Gandhi
Camp, Naraina Vihar, New
Delhi- 110022 has Yadav de-
barred and disinherited his
son Shubham properties
from all his movable and im-
movable either self-acquired
orancestral situated all over
India due to misconduct; dis-
obedience misbehavior and
attitude and he is separately
living fram my clients. My
clients will not be responsible
and not liable for any act
done by son Shubham Yadav.
If anybody deal with them in
any manner, they will be re-
sponsible for their for their
own act at their own costand
risk.

SANJEEV RAWAT
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER No. 556,
LAWYER'S CHAMBER BLOCK,
DWARKA COURT COMPLEX.
NEW DELHI-110075

This is toinform to public at
large that my client Sh, SHER
ALIS/o Sh. Ahmad Ali and
Mrs. NAZMA W/o Sh. Sher Al
R/0 Fat No.400, Pocker-13,
DDA LIG FLATS, PALAM
COLONY; NEW DELHI-
110045, have severed all
their relationship from her
daughiter namely Ms. UZMA,
and have disowned from
their movable and immav-
able properties, due to her
disrespactful behavior.
Hencefarth, my client shall
not be responsible for any
acts and deeds done by her
in future. if anybody deals
with them, he/she may do so
at his own cost, risk and con-
sequences. My client is not at
all liable for the acts dane by
her daughter.

RAVI KUMAR THAKUR:
Advocate

Office: Ground Floor-18 DDA
Flats Pkt-13, Ph-01,

Palam Dwarka, New Delhi-45




Deputy
Speaker
Rouri tables

estimates
committee
report in Punjab
Vidhan Sabha

Chandigarh:
During the ongoing
session of the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha, Depu-
ty Speaker Jai Krishan
Singh Rouri, serving as
the Chairman of the Es-
timates Committee, pre-
sented the committee’s
report on the budget
estimates for the De-
partment of Forest and
Wildlife Protection and
the Department of Rev-
enue and Rehabilitation.

‘While tabling the re-
port, Deputy Speaker
Rouri stated that the
committee had con-
ducted a detailed re-
view of the budgetary
111'0&"isinns, held exten-
sive discussions with
departmental officials,
and submitted compre-
hensive recommenda-
tions to the House.

The report on the
Revenue and Reha-
bilitation Department
highlights key recom-
mendations, ineluding
ensuring timely at-
tendance of revenue of-
ficials in offices, strict

monitoring  of  pat-
waris, and conducting
surprise  inspections

to address delays in
property transfers. Ad-
ditionally, it suggests
stre; ing the land
registration  process
by enhancing online
services for public con-
venience.

Similarly, the report
on the Department of
Forest and Wildlife
Protection  emphasiz-
es optimal utilization
of budget allocations
to improve efficien-
cy. It also calls for the
regularization of daily
wage and contractual
employees to enhance
workforce stability and
fair and transparent
transfers of officials.
Furthermore, the com-
mittee  has  recom-
mended  large-seale
afforestation  efforts
by planting native tree
species such as Kikar,
Tahli, Jang Karir, Ja-
mun, Mango, Dek,
Neem, Bohar, and
Pipal on vacant gov-
ernment lands, river-
banks, canals, drains,
and roadsides.

Deputy Speaker
Rouri informed the
House that 29 state
government  depart-
ments were selected
for examination this
vear. The committee

serutinized  records,
conducted oral ex-
aminations  of offi-

cials, and thoroughly
reviewed  financial
estimates to ensure
accountability and ef-
ficiency.
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Mann-led Punjab govt has done exceptional
work on war agalnst drugs* Manish Sisodia

Chandigarh:

AP senior lcader
d Punjab in-
arge Manish Sis-

odia on Monday high-
lighted the "remarkable
achievements” of the
Bhagwant Mann-led
government in the last
three years and said it
has done exceptional
work as part of its ongo-
ing war against dru,

Sisodia em
the Aam Aa
ty's unwavering com-
mitment to eradicat-
ing drugs from Pun{ab.
acceleratin evelop-
ment, and %ulﬁllmg the
promises made to the
people of Punjab.

On being appointed
as party's Punjab af-
fairs incharge, Sisodia
expressed his gratitude
to AAP's national con-
venor Arvind Kejriw-
al for entrusting him
with the responsibility
of overseeing Punjab's
progress.

According to a par-
ty statement, Sisodia
acknowledged the
groundbreaking work
done by the Mann gov-
ernment "in clearing
the mess left by pre-
vious administrations
and setting Punjab on
a path of rapid devel-

ment".
Undﬂ the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann, the Punjab
government  has ac-
complished in just one
month what previous
governments couldn't

he pruls@d Man
e leadership in
tacklmg the drug men-
ace, which he said, has
plagued Punjab for
vu,
odia  emphasised
that making  Punjab
drug-free remains the

government's top pti-
ority.

He underscored that
the fight against drugs
is not just a govern-
ment initiative but a
mission for the AAP.

He noted that the
Mann government, un-
der Kejriwal's guidance,
has waged an aggres-
sive war on drugs in
Pu.n b.

he results are al-
ready visible. In just
one month, the govern-
ment has made signif-
icant strides that pre-
vious administrations

Dr. Ravi Bhagat assumes
charge as PS to Punjab CM

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Decorated IAS officer
Dr. Ravi Bhagat offi-
cially assumed charge
as the Principal See-
retary to the Punjab
Chief Minister on
Monday. The eceremo-
ny took place at his
office in the presence
of senior state govern-

ment officials.

A 2006-batch 1AS of-
ficer, Dr. Ravi Bhagat
has served the Punjab
government in  vari-
ous capacities and is
known for his innova-
tive approach to im-
proving citizen-centric
services. With a doc-
torate in the geopol-
itics of MSP, he has
held key positions, in-
cluding Sub Divisional
Magistrate of Malout
(2008-2009) and
Deputy Commissioner
of Faridkot, Amritsar,
and Ludhiana. His
tenure also includes
roles such as Chief Ad-
ministrator of Punjab
Urban  Development
Authority and GMADA,
Secretary of the Mandi
Board, CEO of e-Gov-
ernance, Director of
Public Relations, and
Secretary of New and
Renewable Energy Re-
sources. Most recently,
he served as Special

Principal Secretary
to the Chief Minister
since 2021,

Dr. Bhagat has been
credited with intro-
ducing several inno-
ions in health, edu-
cation, social security,
and mobil govern-
ance sectors. His con-
tributions during the
COVID-19 pandcmu.
which streamli
sential servic WeT
widely acl\nnw[(dgud
Under his leadership,
Punjab achieved two
Guinness World Re-
cords: one in 2015,
when 10,000 students
participated in an an-
ti-drug addiction cam-
paign, and another in
2018, when 82 nation-

ited to sing a
song for peace.
Following his as-
sumption of office,
Dr. Bhagat chaired a
meeting, emphasiz-
ing his commitment
to ensuring the cffec-
tive  implementation
of pro-people and de-
velopment-oriented
policies led by Chief

Minister Bhagwant
Singh. Mann. He re-
iterated the govern-

ment's focus on key

sectors such as ed-
ucation, health, and
employment, assuring

that the benefits of cit-
izen-centric  services
would be delivered in
a time-bound and cffi-
cient manner.

Dallewal not detained Punjab govt tells HC

Chandigarh:
Senior farmer leader
Jagjit Singh Dallewal is
not being detained but
admitted in a Patiala
hospital, according to
‘his own wish, the Punjab
government  submitted
before the high court on
Monday.

Punjab and Harya-
na High Court had on
Friday issued a notice
to the state govern-
ment to file a reply and
a status report on the
fasting farmer leader's
alleged detention.

The government in-
formed the high court
that the senior farmer
leader was admitted
in a private hospital in
Pahzﬁw "as per his own
wish as he has opted for
hospitalisation, keep-
ing in view his_healt
condition” and add-
ed that he was free to
leave.

A petition had been
filed by a Hoshiar-
pur resident seeking
Dallewal's release from
"illegal detention™ of po-

ice.

The high court had
issued the notice to the
Punjab government on
a habeas corpus filed
for the farmer leader.

Dallewal is a lead-
er of the joint forum
of the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (Non-Political)
and the Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha. The petitioner
had contended that the
alleged detention vio-
lated his fundamental

rights under Article 21
and Article 22 "as no
formal arrest proce-
dures or charges were

followed".

As the matter came
up for hearing be-
fore the high court on
Monday, the Pun&ab
Police submitted that
Dallewal had not been
detained.

The reply by way of
an affidavit was filed on
behalf of the state.

The counsel for the
petitioner  submitted
that the respondents
(state) were not allow-
ing Dallewal's family
members to meet him
in the hospital.

He requested that

direction be issued for
arranging a meeting of
Dallewal with his fami-
ly members on the hos-
pital premises.

"At this stage, learned
state counsel has sub-
mitted that as per the
orders of the Emn"ble
apex court, the state is
Tesponmble for medi-
cal care of the alleged
detenue," the high
court said in its order.

"It has no objection
in meeting the family
members of the de-
tenue in the hospital
premises. Keeping in
view the request o%t
counsel for the peti-
tioner, the respond-
ents are directed to
ensure meeting of the
family members of
the alleged detenue
in the hospital prem-
ises without any hin-
drance either from the
side of respondents or
the hospital authori-
ties, however, by ob-
serving the protocol of
the concerned hospi-
tal," it ordered.

failed to achieve in dec-
ades," he added.
Sisodia assured the
public that the Punjab
government is work-
ing tirelessly to ensure
that every village in the
state becomes drug-
free.
"The government will
reach every nook and
corner of Punjab, leav-
ing no stone unturned
in its mission to erad-
icate drugs." he said
here.

Highlighting the de-
velopmental work un-
dertaken by the Mann

government,  Sisodia
said, "The }:rewoua
governments left Pun-

jab in shambles, with
rampant _ corruption,
a crumbling educa-
tion system, neglected

healthcare, and sky-
rocketing  unemploy-
ment."

"In_just three years,
the Mann government
has cleared 20 years

of this mess, and now
Punjab is developing at
rocket speed.”

Sisodia cited the sig-
nificant pl’O?l ess made
in sectors like educa-
tion, health, and em-
ployment under the
AAP government.

He also said that "the
recent surge in rap-
id  decision-making
and implementation
of policies reflects the
government's  commit-
ment to the welfare of
the people”.

Sisodia  reaffirmed
AAP's dedication to
fulfilling the promises
made (rurmg the elec-
tions.

"As the in-charge of
Punjab, it is my respon-
sibility to ensure that
every promise made
by Arvind Kejriwal and
Bhagwant Mann is de-
livered.

11 held Rs 5 crore recovered
as Punjab Police busts
narco-terror hawala network

Chandigarh:
Anti-Nareotic Task
Force (ANTF) of the
Punjab Police with the
support of the central
agencies  has  arrested
11 people and recov-
ered foreign currencies
amounting to Rs 5.09
crore, Director General
of Police Gaurav Yadav
said here on Monday.

With this, the police
have busted a narco-ter-
ror hawala network and
the mastermind of this
racket was found to be
in contact with Pakistani
drug smuggler.

Among those arrested
are five drug smugglers,
three drug hawala mon-
ey couriers and three ha-
wala traders, he said.

This major blow to the
narco-terrorism  hawala
network comes amidst
the ongoing anti-drugs
campaign 'Yudh Nashi-
an Virudh' launched by
the Punjab government.

The arrested drug
smugglers have been
identified as Harjinder
Singh alias Ajay (26) of
Ram  Talai, Amritsar;
Harmanjit Singh ali-
as Harry (27) of Guru
Nanak Colony, Amritsar;
Sagar (28) of Chhcharta,
Amritsar; Lavdeep Sin-
gh (30) alias Lala of Hu-
sanpura Kalan, Batala

and Harbhaj Singh (30)
alias Bheja of Kakkar,
Amritsar, said an official

statement.
While drug hawala
money couriers  have

been identified as Sau-
rav alias Saurav Maha-
jan (24) of Joda Phatak,
Amritsar; Tanush (28)
of Ghah Mandi Chowk,
Amritsar and Harmind-
er Singh (28) alias
of Damganj, Amritsa
e arrested hawal:
traders have been iden-
tificd as Ashok Kumar
Sharma (60), an own-
er of Phagwara-based
Sharma Forex Money
Changer, and his ac-
complices Rajesh Kumar
(50) of Mutiarpur Mo-
halla in Phagwara and
Amit Bansal alias Sunil
[47) of Sukhchain Nagar
in Phagwara, it sai
DGP Yadav Mld the
development came fol-
lowing two months of
meticulous  investiga-
tions and sustained fol-
low-up of backward and
forward linkages in the
arrest of two individu-
als Harjinder Singh ali-
as Ajay and Harmanjit
Singh alias Harry after
recovering 263 grams
heroin and Rs 5.60 lakh
drug money from their
possession on January
21

PM Modi to visit Haryana on Apr
14 to inaugurate Hisar airport

Komal Ramola
Chandiganr
Prime Minister
dra Modi will visit Har-
vana on April 14 to inau-
gurate the Hisar airport
and lay the foundation
stone of a new 8oo-
MW unit thermal power
plant in the Yamunana-
gar district.

Giving details of the
visit, Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini told
reporters here that PM
Modi will be the chief
guest in a state-level
funetion to be organised
on the occasion of Dr B
R Ambedkar’s birth an-
niversary on April 14.

Whenever PM Modi
hay visited Haryana, he
has given gifts to the
state, said Saini, who
was flanked by his min-
isters  Krishan Kumar
Bedi, Krishan Pal Pan-
war and Vipul Goel,

The prime minister
will inaugurate and lay
the foundation stone of
two big projects, Saini
said, adding that Modi
will inaugurate Maha-
raja Agrasen Airport in
Hisar to open commer-
cial operations.

During his visit, the
PM will also lay the
foundation stone of a
new 800-MW unit at
the Deen Bandhu Chhe-

tu Ram Thermal Pow-
er Plant (DCRTPP) in
Yamunanagar  district
coming up for Rs 7.272
crore, he said.

The Hisar airport
aims to strengthen re-
gional connectivity and
also stimulate economic
growth while position-
ing the state as a key
player in the aviation
sector.

He said that an Inte-
grated Aviation Hub is
being developed over
7,200 acres in Hisar,
with 4,200 acres allo-
cated for the airport and
3,000 acres for an Inte-

grated  Manufacturing
Cluster.

The airport's  de-
velopment is  divided

into three phases, with
the first phase already

completed,  including
a terminal building, at
a cost of Rs. 50 crore.
In the sccond phase, a
4,000-meter-long  run-
way has been construct-
ed, enabling operations
of Airbus aircraft with
up to 180 passengers, he
said.

The CM stated that on
June 13, 2 , a2 MoU
was signed with Alliance
Alr to start air services
to five citie
Jammu, Jaipur,
dedbdd and Chd.ndl-

orts Authori-
tv of India (AA.U applied
for a license from the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on January 23, 2025
and on March 13, 2025
DGCA has issued license

tothe AAL

About the Yamunan-
agar power unit, Saini
said the Union Ministry
of Power has granted ap-
proval to Haryana Pow-
er Genceration Corpora-
tion Limited (HPGCL)
for setting up the third
unit at the Yamunana-
gar-based thermal pow-
erplant.

This project is an ex-
pansion of the existing
2A—300 MW units at
the facility. The project
has a completion dead-
line of 52 months. with
commercial operations
expected to commence
within 48 months, he
suid.

He said that with the
addition of 800 MW
unit, Haryana's domes-
tic power generation ca-

Punjab Cong MLAs stage walk out twice after
Khaira denied opportunity to speak in Assembly

__ Chandigath:
Noisy scenes were wit-
nessed in the Punjab
Assembly on Monday
with the Congress MLAs
staging a walk out of the
House twice after par-
ty MLA Sukhpal Singh
Khaira was allegedly de-
nied an opportunity to
speak in the House.

Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan and Khaira
sparted after the latter
was not giveri an oppor-
tunity to raise his issucs
while the former asserted
that it was the discretion
of the chair whom to be
allowed to speak.

During the Zero Hour
of the budget session,
Bholath MLA  Khaira
sought Speaker Kultar Sin-
gh Sandhwan's attention
to allow him to raise issues
in the House,

Leader of Opposition
Partap Singh Bajwa also
stood up in support of
Khaira, urging the Speaker
to-allowhim to speak.

"T urge you. He (Kh
ra) has been waiting to
raise some important is-
sues. Kindly allow him to
S ¥ ijW'| asked the

Aﬁcr Kh—ura kept de-
manding the Speaker
to allow ].um to speak,
Sandhwan told the MLA
that it was his prerogative
who is to be given an op-
portunity to speak in the
Housc.

"Nobody can force the
chair. It is the chair to

see who is to speak,”
Sandhwan told Khaira
and asked MLA Rana
Inderpartap Singh to
speak.

Thereafter, Khaira sat

down. A few minutes
later, he again rose from
his seat and demanded
from the Speaker to al-
low him to raise farmer
related issues.
The Speaker, however,
allowed MLA Sandecep
Jakhar to raise his is-
sucs.

When  Khaira  ex-
pressed his  displeasure
over not being allowed
to speak, Sandhwan told
him, "You are preventing
an honourable member
from putting forth issues
of the people of Punjab."

"Is it only you (Khaira)
who can raise issues of
Punjab. Please sit down.
Can you intimidate the
chair,” he asked Khaira.

Later, the Congress
MLAs went to the well of
the House before stag-

ing a walk out.
However,  Congress
MLAs Rana Gurjeet

Singh and Hardev Sin-
gh Laadi kept sitting
for some time but later
wilked out.

Later in the day, duir-
ing the discussion on the
Governor's address, Ba-
jwa again requested the
Speaker to allow Khaira
to take part in the de-
bate after Congress MLA
Pargat Smgh shared his
views.




OPINION

By Priyanka Saurabh

It is true that some private
hospitals are performing
unnecessary ~ caesareans
for more profits, but it
would not be fair to blame

proper

tion about their options? A
cesarean is not wrong in it-
self, but when it is done for
commerdal gain or with-
out solid medical reasons,
then it becomes a matter
of concern.
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Caesarean sections are increasing
unnecessarily in hospitals

id you know that

caesarean  deliv-

ery, or C-section,
is the most commonly
performed surgery in
the world? The topic of
caesarean section ver-
sus normal delivery is
much debated, espe-
cially when it is being
overused. Some consid-
er it a “business model,”
while others see it as an
achievement of medi-
cal science. A caesarean
section is a surgical pro-
cedure that is performed
when normal delivery is
not possible or there is a
risk to the health of the
mother and baby. But
nowadays it is being per-
formed more than med-
ically necessary in many
places, especially in pri-
vate hospitals, where it
is seen as a quick and
convenient solution. A
cesarean in itself is not
wrong, but when it is
done for commercial
gain or without a solid
medical reason, then it
becomes a matter of con-
cern. It should be used
with proper awareness
and responsibility. In the
last few years, the rate of
caesarean has increased
rapidly in many countries,
including India.

According to the World
Health Organimh'on, a
caesarean is necessary in
onl) 10-15% of cases, but
in many countries this
rate has reached 50% or
more, In India, Lhis rate
has been seen to be up
to 50-80% in many pri-
vate hospitals. According
to the report of Niti Aay-
og, the rate of caesarean
delivery in private hos-
pitals in India was found
to be 40-50%, while in

government hospitals it
was about 20-25%. In
schemes like the Health
Insurance Scheme and
Janani-Shishu  Surak-
sha Karyakram, sur-
gery is done on patients
without need because
in such schemes either
incentives are given or
the insurance compa-
ny benefits. In these
cases related to caesar-
ean, hernia, gallbladder,
appendix, etc., there
are more. This is sad,
because in such cases,
pregnant women are
exploited the most. The
cost of a caesarean de-
livery is 2-5 times more
than a normal delivery,
due to which hospitals
make more profit. While
normal deliveries can
take hours, caesareans
can be completed in a
fixed time, allowing hos-
pitals and doctors to per-
form more deliveries in
less time. Some doctors

prefer to schedule deliv-
eries in private hospitals
as per their conveni-
ence. Some women are
so scared of labor pain
that they agree to have

delivery is not safe. But
when a Caesarean is
done without any solid
medical reason just to
earn money, it is moral-
l) wrong. Vlany private

a caesarean tl
Sometimes patients are
scared and told that the
baby is in danger, due to
which they are forced to
go for a caesarean,

A cesarean is necessary
in many cases, such as
when the position of the
baby is not right, such
as in a breech position.
There are complications
during delivery, such as
placenta previa and um-
bilical cord entrapment.
The mother has a serious
health problem, such as
high blood pressure, di-
abetes, or heart disease.
The baby is lacking ox-
ygen, and immediate
delivery is necessary. A
cesarean has already
been done, and normal

p prefer Caesar-
ean because it is done
quickly and costs more.
Due to fear and lack of
awareness of women,
many women choose
Caesarean to avoid pain,
whereas normal deliv-
ery is more beneficial.
Women should be made
aware of this so that they
give priority to normal
delivery. Doctors should
work responsibly; Cae-
sareans should be done
only when necessary.
Natural methods should
be promoted, such as
yoga during pregnancy
and proper diet, so that
normal delivery can be
easy.

Along with all this,
the government should

strictly enforce rules so
that 'y caesar-

Breaking Time

Sudoku
What to do

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzle has only

correct solution.
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eans are reduced. Give
priority to normal de-
livery unless a cesarean
is necessary for medical
reasons. Practice yoga,
eat right, and exercise
during pregnancy to in-
crease the chances of
normal delivery. Hospi-
tals should make their
caesarean and normal
delivery rates public.
Women should develop
the habit of consulti

another doctor if they
are ded for a
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caesarean. The govern-
ment should make strict
rules to prevent unnec-
essary caesareans in
private hospitals. Wom-

Solution, Sudoku

714

w

(04]

en should be given cor-
rect information during
pregnancy so that they
can understand the doc-
tor’s decision and do not
hesitate to ask questions.
Hospltala should be en-
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(Let us reduce
delivery). To avoid pain,
many women choose
caesarean instead of
normal delivery, which
is wrong. A cesarean is
only justified if it is nec-
essary for the safety of
the mother and the baby.
Unnecessary  surgery
should be avoided, as it
can be more challenging
for the mother physically
and mentally.

(Priyanka  Saurabh,
Research Scholar in Po-
litical Science)

Urban farming is more
than just a sustaina-
ble food trend, it is
a necessity. In urban
environments where
space is limited, tech-
niques such as vertical
farming, hydroponics,
aquaponics, and roof-
top gardening provide
efficient food produc-
tion solutions.

Urban Farming: Cultivating

nourishing communities

rban  farming,
the practice
of  cultivating,
processing, and dis-

tributing food within
urban areas, is emerg-
ing as a powerful tool
to enhance food se-
curity,  environmen-
tal sustainability, and
economic  resilience.
As urban populations
continue to grow, the
need for innovative
agricultural solutions
becomes crucial. By
integrating agricul-
ture into cities, urban
farming minimizes
food transportation
costs, reduces carbon
footprints, and pro-
vides fresh, nutritious
food to urban dwellers.
Globally, urban farm-
ing has seen signifi-
cant expansion, with
cities like New York,
Tokyo, and Paris in-

tegrating vertical
farms and rooftop
gardens into their

urban landscapes. In
India, Mumbai, Del-
hi, and Bengaluru are
witnessing a rise in
urban farming initi-
atives, transforming
vacant spaces into
productive green
zones. According to
the UN Food and
Agriculture  Organi-
zation (FAQ), urban
farms currently sup-
ply nearly 20% of the
world’s food, and this
figure is expected to
rise with increasing

urbanization.
Potential of urban
farming

Urban farming is

more than just a sus-
tainable food trend,
it is a necessity. In
urban environments
where space is limit-
ed, techniques such
as vertical farming,
hydroponics, aqua-
ponics, and rooftop
gardening  provide

efficient food pro-
duction solutions. It
improves food secu-
rity by providing di-
rect access to fresh
produce, reduces en-
vironmental impact
by lowering carbon
emissions, and cre-
ates economic oppor-
tunities by generating
employment and pro-
moting agribusiness.
It also plays a key role
in climate resilience
by mitigating urban
heat islands and fos-
tering green urban
spaces. As part of
smart city missions,
urban farming helps
build self-sustainin;

food ecosystems an:

reduces dependence
on external food sup-
plies.  Additionally,
urban farming pro-
motes the produc-
tion of chemical-free
food, reducing the
dependency on syn-
thetic pesticides and
fertilizers,  thereby
improving ublic
health and food qual-
ity. With the increas-
ing concerns over
food contamination
and the excessive use
of harmful chemicals
in large-scale agricul-
tural production, ur-
ban farming ensures
safer and healthier
food choices.

Urban farming mod-
els

Urban farming is
practiced through
various models, each
suited to different
urban environments.
Some of the most
effective models in-
clude backyard gar-
dens, tactical gardens,

rooftop gardens,
reen walls, vertical
arming, urban bee-

keeping, aquaponics,
community and al-
lotment gardens, and
street  landscaping.

These models ena-
ble urban dwellers to
maximize space while
ensuring efficient
food production. Cit-
ies like \Smgagore
and Amsterdam have
successfully  imple-
mented high-tech
indoor farming and
vertical agriculture,
setting  benchmarks
for sustainable urban
food production.
Global perspective
Urban agriculture is
gaining  momentum
worldwide. Some
leading initiatives in-
clude vertical farms
in New York such
as Bowery Farming,
workplace-integrat-
ed url %an farming in
Tokyo’s Pasona Ur-
ban Farm, Europe’s
largest rooftcp farm
Nature Urbaine in
Paris, hydroponic
districts in Shang-
hai’s Sunqgiao Urban
Agricultural District,
and high-tech roof-
top farms in Singa-
pore that provide
over 90% of its leafy
greens. In India, cit-
ies like  Mumbai,
Chennai, and Hyder-
abad are embracing
rooftop  greenhous-
es and hydroponic
farms to counteract
urban food shortag-
es. The Indian gov-
ernment’s  National
Urban  Livelihoods
Mission (NULM) has
also promoted urban
farming as a means of
sustainable employ-
ment generation.

Food ~ security and
sustainable nutrition
Urban farming plays
a crucial role in
strengthening  food
security by ensuring
a steady supply of lo-
cally grown fresh pro-
duce, reducing de-
pendency on distant
agricultural regions,

and mitigating dis-
ruptions in food sup-
ply chains. In times
of crises such as
pandemics, climate
shocks, and logisti-
cal breakdowns, ur-
ban farming provides
resilience to wurban
populations by offer-
ing a decentralized
food production sys-
tem. Moreover, since
urban farms often
employ organic and
sustainable  practic-
es, they help in the
reduction of chemi-
cal inputs, ensurin;

chemical-free  foo:

that is rich in nutri-

ents and free from
harmful esticide
residues. The prox-

imity of urban farms
to consumers ﬂlSO
eliminates the need
for excessive storage,
refrigeration, and
preservatives, which
often degrade food
quality.

The right way to prac-
tice urban farming
For urban farming to
be successful, it re-
quires careful plan-
ning and sustainable
practices. Choosing
the right location
with adequate sun-
light and water access,
adopting innovative
rowth mediums like
ydroponics, and
utilizing eco-friendly
fertilizers help en-
sure long-term sus-
tainability. Engaging
the community is
also_crucial in main-
tammi and expand-
ing urban farming in-
itiatives.

Challenges & oppor-
tunities

While urban farm-
ing offers numerous
benefits, it also fac-
es challenges such
as land constraints,
regulatory  barriers,
and high initial costs.

cities,

However,  advance-
ments in smart agri-
culture, climate-con-
trolled greenhouses,
and precision farm-
ing provide opportu-
nities for overcoming
these challenges. In-
creased government
support, technologi-
innovations, and
ublic awareness can
urther  strengthen
the urban farming
movement.
The future of urban
farming
As urbanization ac-
celerates, urban
farming will play a
pivotal role in re-
shaping sustainable
cities. By integrating
techno]ogv, fostering
community partner-
ships, and promoting
eco-friendly practic-
es, urban agriculture
can revolutionize the
way we produce and
consume food. Urban
farming is not just a
trend but a necessity
for ensuring food se-
curity, reducing en-
vironmental impact,
and creating resilient
urban communities.
By cultivating cities
and nourishing com-
mumhes, we pave
the way for a greener,
healthier future.

THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

LIFE IS A SERVICE

What you wanted to
become tells what you
think you would serve
the best, and what you
have become tells how
i;gu have served the
st. Life is a service.
This starts from you
and ends to people.
Life is doing a favour
that you do to yourself
and to others. Either
you become a king or
subject, service is the
only option you have.
No matter how you
serve, what you sewe,
who you serve, but
service is the ulnmate
act you do. It is every
important to develop
a sense of service in us
if we want to remain in
our senses, it is every
important to develop a
sense of service in us if
we want to be served.
Life is a service, and
a service is life. Be
careful what you

serve  because w ing yourself at the
every  service » ‘b‘ cost of others.
deserves some (2

wages  that Moral: The
you can't best form of
deny. If service is
you serve A e €Ngaging
sin  you each oth-|
will get your er in service
wages as sin, if you each other for the
serve virtue you willget ~ supreme

your wages as virtue.
Sin is too poor to buy
virtue and virtue is too
pure to touch sin.

Sense of service brings
humility to accept, re-
sponsibility to take
and ability to per-
form. Serve everyday
by every way possible,
serve everyone with ex-|
ception of none, serve
everything with excep-
tion of nothing. The
purpose of a service is
to_ accelerate or deac-
celerate someone’s act.
The true pleasure in life
is serving, sometimes
serving yourself and
sometimes serving oth-|
ers. Some people like to
serve others more than
they themselves where-|
as some people like to
serve themselves more
than others and there
is absolutely no harm
unless you are serv-
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Pressure to perform extreme competition
burdens students mental health, says SC

New Delhi

he Supreme Court

on Monday said the

"relentless pres-

sure" to performin
a purely geore-based educa-
tion system and the "ex-
treme competition” for lim-
ited seats in premier educa-
tional institutions put a "tet-
rifying burden” on students’
mental health.

A bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and R Mahadevan
was cognisant of the rising
incidents of student suicides
on college campuses and in
higher educational institu-
tions when it said it was
hightime to formulate com-
prehensive guidelines to mit-
igate the underlving causes
contributing to such stu-
dents' distress.

"Universities must ac-
knowledge their role notjust
as centres of learning but as
institmtions responsible for
the well-being and holistic
development of their stu-
dents,” the bench said.

The court went on, "The
failure to do so would mean
failing the very purpose of
education — to uplift, em-
power, and transform lives."

The bench constituted a
National Task Force (NTF)
toaddress the mental health
concerns of students and
prevent incidents of suicides
and said the duty of colleges
was not just to ensure aca-
demic excellenice of the stu-

Exercise 'Varuna'
achieved its aim of
enhanced jointmanship
Indian Navy

New Dethi

a-France naval exer-
cise 'Varuna', held from
March 19-22, achieved its
aim of enhanced jointman-
ship and reinforced the
shared commitment to up-
holding the principles of a
rules-based maritime or-
der. Indian Navy officials
said on Monday.

Also, the complex drills
provided invaluable opera-
tional experience, strength-
ening the collective capac-
ity to address contemporary
maritime security chal-
lenges, a Navy spokesper-
son said.

"The 23rd edition of the
bilateral naval exercise, a
testament to the enduring
maritinie partnership be-
tween India and France,
featured complex manoen-
vres by platforms across
sub-surface, surface and air

"This edition of the exer-
cise achieved a higher de-
gree of operational eoordi-
nation between the two
navies than the previous
editions, he said.

French Aircraft Carrier
Charles de Gaulle and INS
Vikrant took partinit.

"The exercise achieved
its aim of enhanced joint-
manshipand reinforced the
shared commitment to up-
holding the principles of a
rules-based maritime or-
der and promoting stabili-
tyin the Indo-Pacifie," the
official said.

Tt facilitated the critical
exchange of best practices,
fostering a deeper under-
standing of each other's op-
erational doctrines and en-
hancing the two navies'
ability to operate

dents but also their mental
well-being.

Similarly, the court ex-
pected them not to just ex-
erciseauthority and control
over students but also pro-
vide support intimes of dis-
tress.

The bench said the na-
tion had already suffered
the tragic loss of numerous
students — young individu-
als with immense potential
who could have gone on to
become successful profes-
sionals.

"However, due to the ab-
sence of adequate institu-
tional support, they were
driven to take the extreme
step of ending their own

temic failures but also ex-
pose a severe Iack of institu-
tional empathy and ac-
countability on the part of
educational institutions,” it
said.

When academic environ-
ments failed to address dis-
erimination, harassment and
mental health concerns ef-
fectively, the court said, they
contributed to a culture of
neglect, having devastating
consequences.

Referring to some inci-
dents of suicide by students,
the hench said these were
not isolated one-off oceur-
tences but were only a few
out of the many which had
mken place overa permd nf

lives. These di nei-
dents not ontly highlight sys-

toa
reasons like ragging. aca-

demic pressure, caste-based
diserimination, sexual ha-
rassment etc.

According to the 210th
report of the Law Commis-
sion of India, suicide was
identified as one of the most
significant factors con-
tributing fo the premature
and unnatural cessation of
human life, itadded.

The bench said the Na-
tional Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB) report for the
year 2021 highlights the
grim reality of over 13,000
students having lost their
lives by committing suicide
in the country which is al-
most twice the already dis-
turbing number a decade
ago.

Aceording to the NCRB re-

port titled student suicides
accounted for 7.6 per cent of
the total suicidesin India in
2022 with 1.2 per cent of to-
tal suicides attributable to
professiondl or career prob-
lems whereas 1.2 per cent to
failure in examination.

News reports said to have
showed caste-based dis-
crintination being rampant
and pervasive, even in pres-
tigious educational institu-
tions, aggravating the sense
of alienation among stu-
dents from marginalised
communities.

"Caste-hased discrimina-
tion on college campuses is
i dear violation of Article 15
of the Constitution which
inter alia prohibits diserim-
ination on the ground of
caste," it said.

The bench said, "The re-
lentless pressure to perform
in a purely score-based ed-
Tueation system, coupled with
the extreme competition for
limited seats in premier ed-
ucational institutions, places
a terrifving burden on the
students' mental health."

The court said universities
assumex the role of a parent
when a student left home
and came to study on their
campuses.

"As per the principle of
Toco parentis’ when a stu-
dent at the adolescentage or
childhood is sent to school
by the parents, it is also the
duty of the school authorities

to play the role of parents in
safeguarding the interest
and welfare of the students,”
the bench said.

Former apex court judge
Justice 8 Ravindra Bhat
waould be the chairperson of
NTF, which will also have Dr
Alok Sarin, consultant psy-
chiatrist of Sitaram Bhartia
Institute of Science and Re-
search, New Delhi, as one of
its members.

The bench said the NTF
includes representatives
from diverse fields to en-
surean interdiseiplinary ap-
proach to tackling theissue
of commission of suicides in
higher educational institu-
tions.

The bench directed the
Centre to deposit Rs 20
lakh with the registry with-
in two weeks as an outlay
for the initial operations of
the NTF.

The directions came on
an appeal filed by the par-
emts of two deceased stu-
dents against a January
2024 order of the Delhi
High Courtwhich refused to
divectthe police to register
an FIR in connection with
the suicide by the two stu-
dents. It directed Delhi Po-
lice to register an FIR on the
complaints of the family
members of two students
who died by suicide while
studying at the Indian nsti-
tute of Technology (IIT),
Delhi, in 2023.

SC orders reservation for women lawyers
in bar bodies of district courts of Karnataka

New Delhi

The Supreme Court an Maon-
day reserved forwomen the
post of treasurer along with
30 pet cent seats in the ex-
ecutive committee of the
council of bar bodies of dis-
trict courts of Karnataka.

‘A bench of Justices Surya
Kantand N Kotiswar Singh
said its direction passed in
the case of Advocate Associ-
ation of Bengaluru will apply
as it is in the case of district
courts of Karnataka.

‘The top court's order came
after women lawyers from
Bengaluru sought a similar
direction passed by the court
on January 24 in the case of
the Advocate Association of
‘Bengalury, where the court
had reserved 33 per cent of
seats for women adyocates.

The counsel appearing for
women lawyers said that for
the high court bar associa-

tion, the election was held
and the post of treasurer
was won by awoman candi-
date.

On January 84, exercising
its plenary powers, the top
court reserved for women
lawyers the post of treasur-
erin the Advocate Associa-
tion of Bengaluru (AAB).

The court had invoked its
powers under Article 142,
saying it was "high time" to

provide women reservation
in different elected bodies of
advocates and there wereno
express provisions in the
memorandum and by-laws
earmarking seats for women
candidates of the associa-
tion.

‘The bench directed the
high-powered committee
constituted to oversee the
election and the chief re-
turning officer for the bar

Indian Navy launches two key maritime
initiatives: 10S Sagar & AIKEYME

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi
The Indian Navy has further
solidified its commitment
to maritime security and re-
gional cooperation with the
launch of two major initia~
tives—the Indian Ocean
Ship (108) Sagar and Africa
India Key Maritime En-
gagement (AIKEYME).
These initiatives align with
India’s overarching vision
of "Security and Growth for
in the Region” (SAGAR),
which has been a guiding
prmmph: for India’s mar-
itime v over the

lyin complex maritime en-
vironments, he said.

Since its inception, the
'Varuna' exercise has been
a cornerstone of India-
France defence relations,
with both countries recog-
nising the importance of
maritime security and cal-
laborative defence efforts.

France and Indiasharea
strong commitment to safe-
guarding global sea lanes
and addressing shared mar-
itime security challenges.

hestructured drills were
designed to further fine-
tune tactical and opera-
tional proficiency in com-
plex scenarios.

pastdecade.

Annonneing the initia-
tives at a press conference
held at KOTA House in New
Delhi, & senior Navy official
highlighted the Indian
Navy's expanding role in
fostering maritime partner-
ships across the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR). “The
Navy has been involved in
varions initiatives, including
joint exercises, coordinat-
ed patrols, information shar-
ing, humanitarian efforts,
and capacity building,” the
official said.

As SAGAR enters its sec~
ond decade, the Indian Navy
is taking a step forward w

the introduction of a com-
plementary initiative—Mu-
tual and Holistic Advance-
ment for Security Acrass
the Regions (MA-
HASAGAR). Within this
framework, 10S Sagar and
ATKEYME will be key pillars
in enhancing maritime co-
operation, particularly with
nations in the TOR and
Africa.

IOS Sagar is aimed at en-
hancing maritime coopera-
tion and capacity '-h\u]d.mg
among Indian Ocean littoral
states. As part of thisinitia-
tive, the Indian Navy will de-
ploy the INS Sunayna, which
will operatein the Southwest
Indian Ocean Region with a
multinational crew. Sailors
from nine partner nations—
Comaros, Kenya, Madagas-
car, Maldives, Mauritius,
Mozambieue, Seychelles, Sri
Lanka, and South Africa—
will join Indian naval per-
sonnel onboard.

Planned for deployment
inApril 2025, INS Sunayna
will make several port calls
in the region, engaging in
Joint activ ties with local
maritime forces. The initia-
tive also includes coordi-
nated surveillance of Exclu-
sive Economic Zones (EEZs)

in Tanzania, Mozambique,
Mauritius, and Seychelles
to bolster regional maritime
security.

To further deepen coop-
eration, selected crew mem-
bers from participating na-
tions willundergo two weeks
of intensive naval training at
various Indian Navy training
schools in Kochi. The pro-
gram will cover aspeets of
naval operations. seaman-
shiip, surveillance tactics,
and maritime domain
awareness, ensuring skill
cnhanccmﬂm for parmer

" naval

body polls to extend the date
forinviting nominations and
ifrequired, the election tobe
deferred for a few days.
However, such a decision
will beatthe discretion of the
committee and the chief re-
turning officer, it had said.
The top court had ordered
the committee and the re-
turning officer to also con-
sider adequate representa-
tion ofthe women advocates
in the governing council of
the Advoeates’ Association of
Bengaluru to ensure at least
30 per cent of the elected
members of the council were
women candidates with 10
vears of practice experience.
The main petition filed by
women lawyers sought the
implementation of directions
on women reservation is-
sued in the case of Delhi
High Court Bar Association,
where the court last vear di-

rected for veserving seats for
women lawyers including
the post of treasurer.

Tt had said there was nole-
gal impediment in providing
the reservation to women
lawyers.

The top court had earlier
directed reserving the trea-
strer’s post and 30 per cent
seats for women lawyers in
the executive committee of
Delhi Sales Tax Bar Associ-
ation and Delhi Tax Bar As-
sociation.

On January 20, the top
court directed that 33 per
cent of seats would be re-
served forwomen lawyersin
the election of the National
Green Tribunal Bar Associ-
ation.

The top court, in Decem-
ber last year, directed re-
serving three posts for
women lawyers in the DHC-
BA election.

Murmu asks tribals to be
educated and take
benefits of welfare schemes

Bhubaneswar/Nayagarh
President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Monday called upon
tribal men and women to
take benefits of various wel-
fare sehemes for them, em-
phasising that this would be
possible if they are educated.

‘The President, whoisona
two-day visit to the state,
said this while addressing
the foundation day ceremo-
ny of Bharatiya Biswabasu
Sabar Samaj, an association
of Sabar tribes in Odisha.

‘The foundation is named
after ancient Sabar king
Biswabasu, who was con-
sidered the first servitor of
Lord Vishnu, warshipped in
acave in the nameof Shree
Nilamadhav before taking
the form of Lord Jagannath.

Beginning her speech by
chanting “Jai Jagannath, Jai

and Biswl

TR T .

She expressed confidence
that the development of in-
frastructure in this area will
attract tourists and pilgrims.
Itwill also boost the econo-
my ofthe area, Murmn said
urgingall to contribute to de-
velopment of this place and
area.

“Everyone should come
forward to shape the possi-
bilities of Nayagarh in vari-
ous fields like agriculture,
handicrafts, tourism and
others,” Murmu said and
thanked Chief Minister Mo-
han Charan Majhi, who
while addressing the gath-
ering before her said his
government would take all
steps forthe development of
Kantilo.

Eatlier, Murmu visited
the Shree Nilamadhav tem-
pleand offered prayer. She

Zindabad”, the President
said a nature-friendly
lifestyle is a characteristic of
Indian culture and it is also
an integral part of tribal life.

“Tribal brothers and sis-
ters worship forests, trees etc
as gods. According to tribal
beliefs, the souls of their an-
cestars reside in the forest.
This beliefis a great mantra
of forest protection,” she
said.
Noting that the govern-
mentisimplementing vari-
ous schemes for empower-
ment of tribal people and
preserving and promoting
their art and culture, the
President urged them to be
aware of the welfare schemes
and take benefit of them.

“The government schemes.
would be successful only
with people’s cooperation
and participation. If you
(tribals) are not aware of
the schemes, you cannot get
the benefits. And you can be
aware of the schemes if ed-
ucated. Therefore, I urge
you to be educated and
aware,” Murmu said to the
community to which she be-
longed.

Spellbound by the natural
beauty of Kantilo area in
Nayagarh district with hills
and rivers, shesaid it has the
potential to become a popu-
lar tourist destination.

was by Gov-
ernor Hari Babu Kamb-
hampati and Majhi. The
temple is located at Kantilo
on the barks of Mahanadi.

"The President offered
‘aarti’. She was happy to
pray at the famous Lord
Vishnu temple." the priest
said, adding that this marks
the first-ever visit of a sitting
President to the shrine inin-
dependent India.

The temple is situated
near two hills and is sur-
rounded by dense forests. In
ancient times, Shiee Nila-
madhav was worshipped by
the Sabar tribe. Today. &
shiine dedicated to Shree
Nilamadhavis also located to
the right of the Maha Lak-
shmi temple within the Puri
temple complex.

According to Bhaskar
Mishra, a researcher in
Shree Jagannath culture, it
is betieved that Lord Vishnu
was originally worshipped as
Shree Nilamadhav before
the idol of Lord Jagannath
was created and installed at
the Puri temple.

After her arrival in the
state earlierin the day, she
participated at a Yagna being
held at Kaliapalli, the village
of Sabar Raja Biswabasu,
and unyeiled his statue,

Murmu will leave for Del-
hi at 9:20 AM on Tuesday,
officials said.

Curtains Close on a Spectacle of Art: Indo-
Georgian Festlval 2025 Wraps Up in Gujarat

Gandhinagar
‘The Indo-Georgian Festival
2025, organised by the Swar-
mim Startup and Innovation
University in Gandhinagar,
Gujarat, recently concluded
with captivating and soul-
stirring theatrical perform-
ances and workshops. Or-
ganised by Swarrnim Start-
up and Innovation Univer-
sity, Gurjarat, in collaboration
with the NGO Cultural Di-
versity for Peaceful Future

The AIKEYME initiative
focuses on strengthening
maritime security coopera-
tion between India and
African nations, particular-
Iy in addressing eritical con-
cerns such as piracy, illegal
fishing, and other maritime
threats. This multilateral
engagement will feature a
range of cooperative meas-
ures ineluding information
sharing, maritime surveil-
lance, and tactical exercises.

Co-hosted by the Indian
Navy arid the Tanzanis Peo-
ples’ Defence Force,
AIKEYME will be conduct-
ed off the coast of Dar-es-
Salaam in mid-April 2025,

of both nations.

man, NGOCDPF, and recip-
ient of the Pravasi Bharativa
Samman Award 2021,
During the keynote ad-
dress, Alpesh Thakor, MLA,
Gandhinagar South, said,
“Events like these brought
together two cultures and
provided a valuble oppot-

(NGOCDPF) and the Min- The idea behind organis-
ls‘l'rvuf Culture, Georgia, in  ing the festival was to en-
ssociation with Medilink  courage global collaboration
Hospitals, the two-day festi-  between patrons of Swarm-
val held on March 20-21, im Starfup and Innovation
celebrated cultural mhnnge Umvﬂsltv and Lh\)se in Geor-
and artistic collal be- and cele-
tween India and Georgia. bralmg cultural diversty.
Swarrnim Startup and In- The closing VWS

novation Universityis a lead-
ing institution in Gujarat
known for fostering entre-
preneurship, innovation, and
international collabarations.

The festival. a cultural con-
fluence of performing artists
showcased theatre perform-
ances by some 56 artists
from Georgia’s most
renowned state theatres, in-
teractive sessions, and work-
shops, celebrating the rich
cultural and artistic heritage

graced by dignitaries in-
cluding Alpesh Thakor,
MLA, Gandhinagar South
constituency of Gujarat;
Shilpa Agarwal, Co-founder,
Medilink Hospital & Re-
search Center; Nikoloz Tisu-
Tukidze, renowned Georgian
actor and Doctor of Arts;
Nino Kobaize, Representa-
tive of the Ministry of Cul-

ture, Georgia, and Head of

the Department of Theatres;
and Darpan Prasher, Chair-

tunity to und: d each
other’s traditions. Such
events contributed to the vi-
sion of 'Viksit Bharat' (De-
veloped India), which was
championed by our Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, who is admired across
borders for his vision. This
was more than justan event;

another’s cultures and boost
global business. We believed
in 'Vasudhaiva Kutum-
bakam' - the concept that
the world is one family,
which promoted global peace
and unity.”

‘The closing day featured
‘two thought-provoking plays
— Kvarkvare and 12 Angry
Men — each offering per-
spectives on poveer, ambi-
tion, and i

At least 1,000 :nmndee;
participated in the pro-
gramme, which includc:d
board members of Swarrnim
University, faculty and staff
members, students, and spe-
cial invitees.

The Indo-Georgian Fes-
tival 2025 sét the stage for
contimied cultural collabo-
ration, fostering deeper ties
between India and Georgia.

Tnhis conduding remarks,
Rishabh Jain, President,
Swarriim Group, said, "This
‘was not merely an integra-
tion of two cultures, but of
two countries. This festival
embodied Lhe pl'mup]e of

it served as a bridge bet

cultures and symbolised
peace. Through initiatives
like these, we could deepen
our understanding of one

Lhcwnridlsm}eﬁmﬂy Yodkia
was emerging as a devel-
oped nation, driven by fhevi-
sion of our Prime Minister.




Statue of
Rana Sanga

to be Installed
in front of
Agra gate in
Sikri: MP
Rajkumar
Chahar

Akash Jain

Fatehpur Sikri MP and
BJP Kisan Morcha Na-
tional President, Ra-
jkumar Chahar, has
announced plans to
install a statue of the
legendary Mewar king,
Rana Sanga (Rana
Sangram Singh), in
front of Agra Gate in
Fatehpur Sikri. The
statue will be funded
through Chahar’s MP
fund and additional
public contributions.
MP Chahar has for-
mally written to Divi-
sional Commissioner
Shailendra Kumar
Singh, requesting the
allocation of a suitable
space for the statue in
the designated area.
In his letter, Chahal
highlighted e -
torical significance of

Rana Sanga's battle
against the Mughal
ruler  Babur, which

took place on March
16, 1527, in the fields
of Khanwa—situat-
ed between Fatehpur
Sikri in Agra and Rup-
bas in Bharatpur, Ra-
jasthan.

The MP has assured
that the project will
be completed with a
combination of gov-
ernment funding and
public support. He
emphasized the im-
portance of honoring
Rana Sanga's bravery
and his contributions
to Indian history.

Rana Sanga’s leg-
acy has been at the
center of public dis-
course in reeent days
due to a controversial
statement made by
Samajwadi Party MP
Ramjilal Suman in the
Rajya Sabha. Suman's
remarks have sparked

widespread criticism
and backlash, further
amplifying discus-

sions around the his-
torical figure.
Chahar’s  initiative
to install the statue is
being seen as a signif-
icanl step in recogniz-
ing Rana Sanga's role
in Indian history and
preserving his legacy
for future generations.

hiv Gt
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Cancer Patlents Recovermg Through Ayurveda

Meerut:
‘Modern cancer treat-
ments such as chemo-
therapy and radiation
are not the only options
for patients. Many in-
dividuals are success-
fully  defeating  this
life-threatening disease
using natural healing
methods.

In India, HITMS (Hos-
pital and Institute of In-
tegrated Medical Scienc-
es)—one of the country’s
largest Ayurvedic and
natural medicine hos-
pital groups—is treat-
ing thousands of cancer
patients who are expe-
riencing remarkable re-
coveries. On March 23,
2025, at HIIMS Murad-
nagar, several patients
shared their inspiring
journeys of defeating
cancer through natu-
ral therapies in front
of national media rep-
resentatives. Many of
these patients had been
declared untreatable by
conventional medicine.
However, after adopting
HIIMS' natural treat-
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Unemployment down per capita GDP
up since 2017: UP CM Adityanath

Lucknow:
Minister

hief i r
Yogi  Adityanath
on Monday high-

lighted Uttar Pradesh’s
economic progress and
welfare initiatives as he
marked eight years of
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) govern-
ment in the state.

He noted that the un-
employment rate had
significantly ~ dropped,
per capila income had
risen, and UP was on its
way o becoming a USD 1
trillion economy.

“The unemployment
rate in Uttar Pradesh
has come down to less

an 3 per cent now
from 19 per eent in
2016, Adityanath said
at a press conference
in Lucknow. He added
that per capita income,
which was Rs 46,000 in
2017, has now reached
Rs1,24.000, showcasing
a strong economic turn-
around.

Adityanath stated
that Uttar Pradesh had
transformed from a defi-
cit economy into a reve-
nue-surplus state,

“We have not imposed
any additional taxes on
the public, yet we have

delivered significant
economic resufts,” he
said. The state’s banking

sector has also expand-

ed, with banking trans-
actions now totalling Rs
29.66 lakh crore.

Highlighting infra-
structure  development,
he said that UP, once
known for its potholes,
is now recognised as the
state with the highest
number of expressways.
“Today, if you search
on Google, UP is ranked
as the state with the most
expressways,” he re-
marked. He also pointed
out that the state leads
in metro operations and
is home to country's first
rapid rail service.

The chief minister an-
nounced plans to create
State Development Re-
gions around key cities
like Lucknow, Varana-
st and Kanpur, similar
Ln the National Capital

Region (NCR), to boost

urban expansion and
economic activity.

According  to  Adit-
yanath, UP has made
significant  strides
poverty alleviation. “Fif-
teen crore people in the
state receive free ration,
56 lakh families have
been provided housing
and 1.06 ecrore women
and senior cilizens re-
ceive pensions,” he said.
The state also leads in
Direct Benefit Transfers
(DBT), ensuring an-
cial aid reaches bene-
ficiaries efficiently, he
added.

The CM said the
launch of the Zero Pov-
erty Scheme in the new
financial year is aimed
at eradicating extreme

poverty in the state.

Shri Mathur Chaturvedi Mahaparishad
expands presence nationally

Mathura:

Shri Mathur Chaturvedi

Mahaparishad, a rapidly
growing national organ-
ization dedicated to the
upliftment and unity of
the Mathur Clmtur\,e—

held an important dis-
triet executive meeting
and expansion program
in Mathura. The eveut,
held at the revered prem-
ises of the community’s
Kuldevi, Shri Mahavidya,
featured the distribution
of appointment letters
and the formation of a
new 51-member district
executive committee.
The program com-
menced with the chant-
ing of Vedic mantras,
the lighting of the sacred
lamp, and prayers dedi-
cated to Mahavidya Devi.
The event was graced by
prominent community
leaders, including Na-
tional Patron Shri Sukh-
dev  Chaturvedi, Na-
tional President Neeraj
Chaturvedi,  National
General Secretary Nit-
ish Chaturvedi, National
Spokesperson  Kantan-
ath Chaturvedi, and sev-
eral other senior officials
and dignitaries.
Addressing the gath-
ering, National Presi-
dent Neeraj Chaturvedi
emphasized the organ-

ment protocols, they not
only overcame cancer
but also regained full
health without any side
effects.

During the event, nu-
merons patients testi-
fied that instead of un-
dergoing chemotherapy
and radiation, they fol-
lowed treatments rec-
ommended by HITMS,
including Fever Thera-
py, DIP Diet, Zero-Volt
Therapy, Panchakar-
ma Therapy, “Time as
Medicine,” Ayurveda,

ization’s steady growth
since its inception two
years ago. With presence
in 50 districts across 22
states and a network of
nearly 50,000 families,
the Mahaparishad con-
Linues to strengthen its
commitment to com-
munity welfare.
National
person Kantanath
Chaturvedi  outlined
key initiatives, includ-
ing efforts in educa-
tion, healthcare, and
self-employment. A
major highlight was the
Sukanya Yojana, which
supports the education
of underprivileged girls
and provides financial
assistance of 1 lakh
for their marriage un-
der the Kanya Daan

Spokes-

and Homeopathy. They
reported complete re-
covery without harm-
ful side effects.

The event was led
by Dr.  Biswaroop
Roy Chowdhury and
Acharva Manish, who
discussed HIIMS' in-
tegrative treatment ap-
proach and emphasized
the need to reconsider
conventional  cancer
treatments.  Acharya
Manish explained that
traditional medical sys-
tems primarily focus

scheme,

National General Sec-
retary Nitish Chaturvedi
spoke ahout the organi-
zation's life membership
campaign aimed at inte-
grating every family into
the mainsiream. He
reaffirmed the motto,

“Every Home, Mahap-

arishad,” as a guiding
principle for expansion.
National Minister
Ashish Chaturvedi dis-
cussed the role of local
branches in ensuring
eligible families ben-
efit from government
welfare schemes, while
National Joint Min-
ister Shailendra Nath
Chaturvedi shared
plans to connect youth
with  self-employment
opportunities.

on suppressing symp-
toms, whereas HIIMS’
approach  strengthens
the body’s natural im-
munity. He stressed
that cancer treatment
should target its root
canse  rather  than
merely controlling
symptoms, which often
exacerbates the dis-
ease.

Dr. Biswaroop Roy
Chowdhury also un-
veiled his new book,

“Rabbit-Tortoise Model

for Cancer Cure”, pre-

“From 1947 1o 2017, only

In the energy sector,
he noted that electrifica-
tion had nearly doublec
in the past eight years.

1.28 lakh villages were
electrified. In just eight
years, we have electri-
fied an additional 1.21
lakh villages,” he said.
Solar power production

has also surged from
228 MW before 2017 to
2,653 MW now.

The chiel minister
emphasised that the
state has become a se-
cure destination for in-
vestments, “UP is now
a dream destination for
investors.  Investment
brings employment, and
employment brings hap-
piness to families.” he

said.
In the healthcare sec-

——
He noted that the
unemployment rate
had significantly
dropped, per capita
income had risen,
and UP was on its
way to becoming a
USD 1 trillion econo-
my.

Adityanath  high-

a significant
expansion in  medical
education,

“Before 2017, Uttar
Pradesh had only 12
medical colleges. In the
past eight years, we have
established 80 medi-
cal colleges, including
44 government and 36
private institutions,”
he said. He also men-
toned that previously,
many nursing and par-
amedical colleges were
non-functional, but they
are now operational.

Adityanath  reiterat-
ed his government’s
commitment to making
Uttar Pradesh a USD 1
trillion economy. “With
the steps we have taken
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, we are confi-
dent that Uttar Pradesh
will soon become a USD
1 trillion economy,” he
said.

tor,
ght

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla Visits MP Rajkumar
Chahar’s Residence in Agra

Agra:
Lok Sabha Speaker Om

Birla visited Agra to at-
tend the “45th Rabi All
India Oilseeds Seminar”
organized by the Uttar
Pradesh Oil Millers As-
sociation. Alongside the
seminar, he participal-
ed in various programs
throughout the day.

Speaker Om  Birla
visited the residence of
Fatehpur Sikri MP Raj-
kumar Chahar at Kheria
Mod. During his visit, he
sought blessings from
MP Chahar’s mother
and interacted with his
family members. The
Speaker spent approx-
imately 50 minutes at
the residence, engag-
ing in discussions with
local leaders and digni-
taries.

Several  prominent
political figures and
dignitaries were pres-
ent during the wvis-
it, including Minister
Prof. S.P. Singh Baghel,

Minister Dr. Rakesh
Garg, Mayor Hemlata
Diwakar, State Gen-
eral Secretary Ram-
pratap Singh Chau-
han, Former Minister
Udaybhan Singh, Dr.
Rambabu Harit, MLA
Chhotelal Verma,
Bhagwan Singh Kush-
waha, Vijay Shivhare,
Anjula Singh Mahaur,
Regional Vice Presi-
dent Avdhesh Rawat,
Distriet President
Prashant Poonia, Met-
ropolitan  President
Rajkumar Gupta, and
several others.

The visit was marked
by discussions on re-
gional  development,
political matters, and
community issues.
Speaker Om Birla's
presence in Agra was
seen as a significant
moment for local lead-
ers and parly mem-
bers, highlighting the
importance of grass-
roots-level  political
engagement.

Shimla school withdraws pre-Eid celebration
directive after threat from right-wing group

Shimla:
A private school here

on Monday withdrew
its decision asking stu-
dents to wear ‘kurta-pa-
jama' with a small cap
and bring ‘roti” roll with
‘paneer’, ‘sevaiyan’ and
dry fruits for Eid-ul-
Fitr celebrations after it
sparked a row.

The  school  was
forced to roll back its
decision after a local
right-wing organisation,
Dev: Bhoomi Sangarsh
Samiti, warned to hold
protests outside the ed-
ucational  institution.
Some  religious outfits
and  commoners also
expressed their concern
over the matter on social
media.
The private  Eng-
lish-medium  Auckland
House School issued the
ditections to the stu-
dents for March 28, the
last Friday before the
Eid-ul-Fitr celebrations.

However, the decision
did not go well with the
Dev Bhoomi Sangarsh
Samiti which termed the
directions as against the
principle of secularism
enshrined in the Con-
stitution. It warned to

“gherao” the school and

take legal action against
it if the decision was not

withdrawn.

Members of the Samiti
alleged that an attempt
was “unfortunately” be-
ing made to promote
Islam  in  Himachal
Pradesh and warned to
launch an agitation if
the decision was not tak-
en back.

The school authorities
withdrew its decision
and said “safety and
well-being of our chil-
dren is our highest pri-
ority™

They  said, “The
planned Eid-ul-Fitr cel-
ebrations for classes
nursery 1o 2 was a part
of their efforts to help
young students appre-
ciate India’s cultural di-
versity - just as we cel-
ebrate Holi, Diwali and
Christmas.”

“It was intended pure-
ly as a cultural learn-

and Natural Medicine!

senting scientific ev-
idence and research
findings that challenge
the effectiveness of
chemotherapy and ra-
diation. He argued that
these lreatments can,
in some cases, worsen
cancer rather than cure
it. Rejecting the notion
that cancer is a “death
sentence,” he highlight-
ed that the medical in-
dustry has instilled un-
necessary fear around
the disease. In reality,
he stated, cancer can
be completely cured
through natural medi-
cine.

Nishamani  Behera
from Odisha was di-
agnosed with cancer
near her eye, leading
to tissue decay and
infestation by mag-
gots. Doctors recom-
mended immediate
surgery to remove the
eye, along with chemo-
therapy. However, she
rejected  conventional
treatments and opt-
ed for DIP Diet, Fever
Therapy, and Zero-Volt

Therapy at HIIMS, ulti-
mately achieving com-
plete recovery.

Pratibha Samal from
Dubai, who had ovar-
ian cancer, adopted
Panchakarma and
Ayurvedic therapies,
successfully defeating
the disease.

Chanderwati  from
Haryana, diagnosed
with  lung  cancer,
healed completely us-
ing breathing exercises
and herbal therapy pre-
seribed by HIIMS.

Ambika Puri from
Chandigarh, who bat-
tled leukemia, Fully
recovered by following
a plant-based diet and
herbal detox therapy.

IMS®  treatment
philosophy  revolves
around detoxifying
the body, boosting im-
munity, and restor-
ing cellular health.
The institute employs
Panchakarma, DIP
Diet, Zero-Volt Thera-
py; Yoga, and Sunlight
Therapy as part of its
holistic approach.

ing experience, with no
religious  rituals  and
enforcement and par-
ticipation was entirely
voluntary,” a commu-
nique to the parents said.
In view of the recent
misrepresentation  and
concern around po-
tential disruption, the
school has decided o
withdraw the event to
maintain peace and se-
cure the environment
and the students should
attend the school in reg-
ular uniform as usual, it
added.

Reacting to the con-
troversy, Education
Minister Rohit Thakur
said Himachal Pradesh
is known for its commu-
nal harmony and good-
will and “we will ensure
that this remains intact”.

“The school being
named is a well-estab-

lished, reputed convent
institution here and the
message from the school
administration was is-
sued solely with the
intent of maintaining
communal  harmony,”
he said and added, “Our
social fabric must re-
main intact, with respect
for all religions and such
matters should be put to
rest.”

Later, in a statement
issued here, the school
authorities said Auck-
land House School has
always celebrated cul-
tural and religious fes-
tivals such as Holi, Eid,
Diwali, Gurpurab and
Christmas not as a reli-
gious mandate but as a
tribute to the pluralistic
spirit of India to foster
empathy, understand-
ing and respect among
children from all back-
grounds.

“It has come to our
notice that certain in-
dividuals have posted
false, misleading and
communally inflamma-
tory messages regarding
our institution on social
media platforms and we
strongly condemn  at-
tempts to misrepresent
these celebrations as re-
ligious propaganda,” it
said.

Vimal Negi's death sparks demand
for CBI investigation: Jairam Thakur

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:
Crime in  Himachal

Pradesh spiraled out of
control, wil e palice
appearing to be more
focused on political in-
terests rather than law
enforcement, claimed
Leader of Opposition
Jairam Thakur, Address-
ing the media, Thakur stat-
ed that the law-and-order
situation in the state is de-
teriorating at an alarming
rate, and the government
has left the security of its
citizens to fate.

Referring to the myste-
rious  disappearance
subsequent death of Vi-
mal Negi, a high-ranking
officer, Thakur raised se-
rious concerns about the
police’s lack of urgency in
the case. He alleged that
when Negi went missing,
the authorities showed
minimal interest in tracing
him. Frustrated with the
inaction, Negi's family had
to personally approach the
Chief Minister multiple
times to request acceler-

ation of the search opera-

tion. Eventually, they were

compelled to declare a re-

ward of anelakh rupees for

anyone who could provide

information regarding his
ereabouts.

According  to the
post-mortem report, Negi
had died five days before
his body was recovered,
yet he had been missing
for nine days. This discrep-
ancy has raised significant
questions—where was he

se three to four
id

police fail

him in that time? The cir-
cumstances  surrounding
his death point towards
a deeper conspiracy, and
Thakur demanded a CBI
inquiry to ensure the truth
is uncovered and account-
ability is established.
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Thailand's

PM faces a
no-confidence
vote over alleged
influence by

her father

L Bangk

Thai Prime Minister Pae-
tongtarn Shinawatra on
Monday faced a no-con-
fidence motion in parlia-
ment as the opposition
alleged she was being un-
duly influenced by her fa-
ther, a former prime min-
ister, and is mismanaging
the country.

Paetongtarn, who
took office last year, is
expected to survive her
first no-confidence vote
on Wednesday with the
backing of her ruling co-
alition that makes up the
majority of the House of
Representatives.

The head of the op-
position in parliament,
Natthaphong  Ruengpa-
nyawut, said Paetong-
tarn had failed to address
many of the country's
chronic problems in-
cluding the slumping
economy, air pollution,
crimes and corruption.
He said her administra-
tion was serving the in-
terests of her family and
her father, former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shi-
nawatra, a popular but
Inghlf' controversial po-

litical figure.
Paetongtarn  heads
the Pheu Thai Party, the

latest in a string of pop-
ulist parties affiliated
with Thaksin, who was
ousted in a 2006 mili-
tary coup, fled into exile
and recently returned
to Thailand.

HoA e

9618-199941

BUSINESS

TOP STORY, DELHI, TUESDAY 25, MARCH 2025

Philippine defence chief calls China's claims

in South China Sea 'biggest fiction lie'

Manila:

e Philippine de-
fence chief on
Monday called

China expansive
claims in the South Chi-
na Sea as “the biggest
fiction and lie” that no
Southeast Asian country
would accept and said
that Chinese President
Xi Jinping's aggressive
policies have under-
mined the international
goodwill fostered by his
predecessors.

Defence Secretary Gil-
berto Teodoro fired off
his latest tirade against
China's increasingly as-
sertive actions in the
region on the same day
that the Philippine coast

Chmese for(es have

guard ly report-
ed new incidents involv-
ing Chinese forces in
the Scarborough Shoal,
a hotly disputed fishing
atoll in the disputed wa-
terway.

A Chinese military hel-
icopter appeared to have
tailed, but didn't closely
approach a Philippine
lightplane undertaking
a routine patrol on Mon-
day over Scarborough.

new floating barrier to
prevent Filipino fisher-
men from entering a la-
goon in the shoal, which
lies off the northwestern
Philippines, Philippine
coast guard Commodore
Jay Tarriela told an on-
line news briefing.
There was no immedi-
ate comment from Chi-
nese officials, but in the
past, they have repeat-

ly asserted that Bei-
jing has had sovereign
control over the Scar-
borough Shoal and most
of the South China Sea
since ancient times.

An international ar-
bitration panel invali-
dated China's expansive
claims in a 2016 ruling
based on the 1982 UN
Convention of the Law
of the Sea, but Beijing
refused to participate in
the Philippines-initiated

arbitration and contin-
ues to defy the decision.
In a speech marking
the anniversary of the
Philippine military's
Western Command
on Palawan province,
which faces the South
China Sea, Teodoro un-
derscored the need for
a “stronger national
defence posture” and
continued security en-
gagement with allied
countries to address the

A Chinese military
helicopter appeared
to have tailed, but
didn't closely ap-
proach a Philippine
lightplane undertak-
ing a routine patrol
on Monday over
Scarborough.

threat posed by Chinese
aggression in the water-
way, a key global trade
route.

"No ASEAN country
accepts the legitimacy
of that 10-dash line,

because that is the
biggest fiction and lie
that can be sold to any
right-thinking person,”
Teodoro told Filipino
forces.

He was referring to the
Association of South-
east Asian Nations, a
10-nation regional bloc
that has been negoti-
ating a nonaggression
pact called the “code of
conduct” with China to
prevent the territorial
conflicts from spiralling
out of control.

Russia developing 'privileged strategic
partnership’ with India Lavrov

Moscow:
Russia is developing
"privileged strategic

partnership" with India,
Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov said
on Monday.

Lavrov said at an
event that Russia is ac-
tively expanding ties
with countries like Chi-
na, India, Iran, North
Korea and Common-
wealth of Independent
States (CIS) countries,
the state-run TASS
news agency reported
on Monday.

"We prioritize boost-
ing ties with the major-
ity of global states," he
said at a meeting of the
board of trustees of the
Alexander  Gorchakov
Public Diplomacy Fund.

"The relations of com-
prehensive partnership
and strategic coopera-
tion with the People’s
Republic of China boast
an unprecedented level
of mutual trust. Particu-
larly privileged strategic
partnership is develop-
ing with India," the top
Russian diplomat said.

Lavrov added that se-
rious progress has been
reached in expanding
and deepening of friend-
ly ties with such states as

Iran and North Korea.

Moscow puts special
emphasis on strengthen-
ing of all areas of cooper-
ation with allies and part-
ners among CIS member
states, including within
the framework of the
Commonwealth, as well
as the Collective Security
Treaty Organization and
the Eurasian Economic
Union, Lavrov said.

In his congratulato-
ry message to President
Droupadi Murmu and
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on the occasion
of India's 76th Republic
Day in January, Putin
said that Russian-Indi-
an relations are based on
"special and privileged
strategic partnership”.

President Putin is ex-
pected to travel to India
this year as part of the
established  framework
for reciprocal annual
engagements  between
the leaders of the two na-
tions.

Putin and Modi main-
tain  regular  contact,
holding telephone con-
versations once every
couple of months. The
two leaders also hold
in-person meetings, par-
ticularly on the sidelines
of international events.

US Russian negotiators launch ceasefire talks in Saudi Arabia

US and Russian negotia-
tors on Monday sat down
for talks in Saudi Arabia
on a partial ceasefire in
Ukraine, hours after a
round of negotiations
between US and Ukrain-
ian delegations, Russian
news reports said.

The state Tass and
RIA-Novosti news
agencies said the nego-
tiations had begun in
the capital Riyadh. The
meeting is expected to
be followed by another
contact between US and

Ukrainian teams.

The separate meetings
are set to discuss details
of a pause in long-range
attacks from both Rus-
sia and Ukraine against

vilian infrastructure, as
well as a halt on attacks

in the Black Sea to en-

sure safe commercial

shipping.

energy facilities and ci-

Ukraine  and  Rus-
sia agreed in principle
Wednesday to a limited
ceasefire after US Pres-
ident Donald Trump
spoke with the countries’
leaders, but the parties
have offered different
views of what targets
would be off-limits to
attack and accused each
other of undermining ef-
forts to reach a pause.

While the  White
House said “energy and
infrastructure”  would

be covered, the Kremlin
declared that the agree-

ment referred more
narrowly to “energy in-
frastructure”. Ukrainian
President  Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said he would
also like railways and
ports to be protected.

Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov empha-
sized Friday that the
agreement reached be-
tween Trump and Putin
referred only to energy
facilities, adding that
the Russian military is
fulfilling Putin's order to
halt such attacks for 30
days.

Peskov accused
Ukraine of derailing the
partial ceasefire with an
attack on a gas meter-
ing station in Sudzha
in Russia's Kursk re-
gion. Ukraine's military
General Staff rejected
Moscow's  accusations
and blamed the Russian
military for shelling the
Sudzha gas metering
station, a claim Peskov
rejected as “absurd”.

As negotiations on
a  partial  ceasefire
progressed, Russia
launched a barrage of

drones across Ukraine

overnight on Saturday

that killed at least seven

people, including a fa-

ther and his 5-year-old

daughter in the capital
V.

In a televised state-
ment Sunday evening,
Zelenskyy said  that
"since March 11, a pro-
posal for an uncondi-
tional ceasefire has been
on the table, and these
attacks could have al-
ready stopped. But it is
Russia that continues all
this".

Rs 17,000 Cr Investment in
Speciality Steel PLI Scheme

New Delhi:
“A total of 25 companies
signed 42 agreements
with the government
to manufacture high-
end steel at an estimat-
ed investment of Rs
17,000 crore under the
second round of the PLI
Scheme for speciality
steel, an official state-
ment said on Monday.

In January, Un-
ion Minister of Steel
and Heavy Industries
HD Kumaraswamy
launched  the  sec-
ond round of the PLI
scheme for speciali-
tv steel, termed PLI
Scheme 1.1.

"The second round
has seen greater enthu-
siasm, with 25 compa-
nies submitting 42 ap-
plications, committing
investments worth Rs
17,000 crore," the Min-
istry of Steel said.

The companies signed
memorandums of un-
derstanding (MoUs)
with the Ministry of Steel
to produce five types of
high-grade steel.

In the first round, 44
applications were sub-
mitted by 23 companies,

Sensex

New Delhi:
Markets investors be-
came richer by Rs 27.10
lakh crore as the BSE
benchmark Sensex con-
tinued to rally for the
sixth trading day, surg-
ing nearly 6 per cent dur-
ing this period.

On  Monday, the
30-share BSE bellwether
gauge jumped 1,078.87
points or 1.40 per cent
to settle at an over six-
week high of 77,984.38.
During the day, the
benchmark zoomed
1,201.72 points or 1.56
per cent to 78,107.23.

The BSE benchmark
gauge jumped 4,155.47
points or 5.62 per cent

with incentives already
dnhm‘sed for one pro-

Domestlcal]y, we
are not manufacturing
speciality steel, but I
personally request our
steelmakers to invest in
speciality steel plants. If
you succeed in produc-
ing speciality steel do-
mestically, it will boost
capacity and production
in the country,” Kumar-
aswamy said.

"The PLI scheme is a
major step towards re-
alizing the Prime Min-
ister's (Narendra Modi)
vision of self-reliance.
India is the second-larg-
est producer and con-
sumer of steel, yet we
still import certain high-
grade varieties. This
scheme aims to bridge
that gap by promoting
domestic production."

PLI Scheme 1.1 covers
five product categories in
line with the existing PLI
scheme, namely coated/
plated steel products,
high strength/wear-re-
sistant steel, speciality
rails, alloy steel products
& steel wires and electri-
cal steel.

SEBI Forms Committee to
ReV1eW Conﬂlct of Interest

Mumbai

i he Securities and
Exchange Board

of India (SEBI)
will set up a commit-
tee to review provisions
for its members to dis-
close conflict of interest,
months after the capital
markets regulator's for-
mer head was accused of
holding back on inves-
tigations against Adani
group because of conflict
of interest.

SEBI in its first meet-
ing under new chairman
Tuhin Kanta Pandey on
Monday decided to set
up a high-level commit-
tee to conduct a detailed
review of conflict of in-
terest and disclosure
norms related to prop-
erty, investments and
liabilities of board mem-
bers and officials.

The panel will com-
prise eminent persons
and experts with rele-
vant backgrounds and
experience in constitu-
tional or statutory or

regulatory bodies, gov-
ernment/ public sec-
tor, private sector and
academia, Pandey said
adding names of mem-
bers of the committee
will be announced in due
course.

Pandey's  predeces-
sor Madhabi Puri Buch,
who demitted office at
the end of February, had
come under attack last

vearﬁom now-shuttered
Hindenburg  Research
which alleged that she
and her husband held
"hidden" holdings in
Bermuda and Mauritius
entities also drawn upon
by the older brother of
Adani group founder
Gautam Adani, which
possibly held the agency

back from investigating

fraud charges against

the powerful conglom-
erate.

Both Buch and the
Adani group had denied
all allegations. Buch and
her husband had stated
that they “strongly deny
the baseless allegations
and insinuations made
in the report".

Pandey, who revived
the practice of holding
press conferences after

board decisions, said
that the last time the
disclosure norms were
made was in 2008 and a
review was necessary to
build trust in the institu-
tion.

"The objective of the
high-level  committee
is to comprehensively
review and make rec-
ommendations for en-
hancing the existing
framework for manag-
ing conflict of interest,
disclosures and related
matters towards ensur-
ing the high standard of
transparency, —account-
ability and ethical con-
duct of members and
officials of the board," he
added.

Pandey mentioned
that the committee will
be formed soon, once the
members provide their
consent, and emphasized
that the panel will be con-
stituted  independently
from Sebi, with the mar-
kets regulator providing
secretarial support.

Surges 6 Days, Investors Gain Rs 27.10 Lakh Cr

in six trading days.
Tracking the op-
timism in  equities,

the market
isation of
ed firms zoomed Rs

capital-
S

27,10,918.98 cror to
Rs 4,18,29,351.91 crore
(USD 4.87 ion) dur-

*ing this period.

"Benchmark indices
extended gains for the
sixth straight session
on Monday, on positive
global cues, building on
the positive momentum
from last week as bar-
gain hunting contin-
ued. Broader mid and
smallcaps as well as all
major sectors ended the
day with strong gains
in a continued broad-
based rebound," Satish
Chandra Aluri, Analyst,
Lemonn Markets Desk,
said.

He further said that
after posting the best
weekly gain in more
than 4 years, last week,

benchmarks continued
their uptrend supported
by positive global cues
as Trump appeared to
soften tone on reciprocal
tariffs set to take effect
on April 2.

"Continued  foreign
buying seen in recent
sessions as USD weak-
ens also lifted expecta-
tions of renewed buying
interest after valuation
correction,” Aluri added.

From the Sensex pack,
NTPC, Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank, State Bank of
India, Tech Mahindra,
Power Grid, Bajaj Fin-
serv, Axis Bank, HCL
Tech, Reliance Indus-
tries and Bajaj Finance

were the biggest gain-
ers.

Titan, IndusInd Bank,
Zomato, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Bharti Airtel,
Nestle and Infosys were
the laggards.

The BSE midcap
gauge jumped 1.32 per
cent and smallcap index
climbed 1.17 per cent.

All BSE sectoral indi-
ces ended higher, with
bankex rallying 2.53 per
cent, utilities (2.42 per
cent), power (2.31 per
cent), industrials (2 per
cent), financial services
(1.97 per cent), capital
goods (1.95 per cent)
and realty (1.51 per
cent).

Sebi Fines 6 for
Non-Genuine
Trades on BSE

___ NewDelhi:
Markets regulator Sebi
on Monday imposed
fines totalling Rs 35 lakh
on seven individuals for
indulging in non-genu-
ine trades in the illiquid
stock options segment
on the BSE.

The regulator levied
a penalty of Rs 5 lakh
each on Daxeshkumar
Natvarlal Patel, Sattu
Yadav, Mukesh Agarw-
al, Ratan Lal, Sat Devi,
Sohan Lal Dugar and
Rati Agarwal.

The orders came after
the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India
(Sebi) observed large-
scale reversal of trades
in the illiquid stock op-
tions segment of BSE,
leading to the creation
of artificial volume.

Thereafter, the mar-
kets watchdog conduct-
ed an investigation into
the trading activities
of certain entities in
illiquid stock options
on BSE for the period
April 2014 to September
2015.

According  to Sebi,
reversal trades are the
trades in which an enti-
ty reverses its buy or sell
positions in a contract
with subsequent sell or
buy positions with the
Same counterparty.

e reversal trades
are alleged to be
non-genuine trades as
they lack basic trading
rationale and allegedly
lead to a false or mis-
leading appearance of
trading, leading to the
generation of artificial
volume, the regulator
said in the order.

"The trading behav-
iour of the noticee (six
individuals)  confirms
that such trades were not
normal, indicating that
the trades executed...
were not genuine trades
and being non-genuine,
created an appearance of
artificial trading volumes
in respective contract,”
Sebi said.
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port for Raot
cost England,
says Jos Buttler

Poor death bowling
“ and lack of sup-

lyer aims to build on captaincy credentials
as Punjab Kings open against Gujarat Titans

Ahmedabad

kipper Shreyas Iver will lean

on his captaincy eredentials as

he looks to turn around the

fortunes of perennial under-
performers Punjab Kings in this IPL,
opening the season with a clash
against Gujarat Titans here on Tues-
day.

Iyer enjoyed huge success leading
Kolkata Knight Riders to the [PL title
last year, four years after guiding Del-
hi Capitals to the 2020 [PL final, and
now faces the challenge of ending
Punjab’s 18-vear-long wait for their
maiden IPL title,

The Punjab team reached the semi-
finals in 2018 and made it to the final
once in 2014, but despite numerous
sguad changes and leadership shifts,
they have failed to break into the top
5 in the last four editions, even after
rebranding 1o Punjab Kings from
Kings X1 Punjab.

However, with Iyer a1 the helm,
Punjab has a captain with proven
leadership credentials. He will also re-
unite with coach Ricky Ponting at
Punjab, providing the ideal platform
to make a fresh start.

On the other hand, Shubman Gill,
whois thevice-captain of India’s ODI
team, endured a tough season as GT
captain, with the teamn finishing in 8th
spot in 2024 after a title win and
runner-up finishes in 2022 and 2023
under Hardik Pandya.

Both Gill and Iyer are in great form,
having played erueial roles in India’s
Champions Trophy-winning cam-
paign in Dubui earlier this month.

Iyver finished as India’s top run-

Tamim Igbal undergoes
angioplasty after heart attack

New Delhi
Former Bangladesh captain Tamim
Igbal on Monday underwent angio-
plasty after suffermg a heart attack
during 4 Dhaka Premier Division
Cricket League matcl in Dhaka.

According to a report in ESPN-
cricinfo, the incident oceurred in the
first innings of the 50-over-a-side
contest between Mohammedan Sport-
ing Club and Shinepukur Cricket Club
when the 36-year-old Igbal felt pain
in his chest.

Tamim, who was leading Mo-
hammedan, fielded for just one over
before beng risshed to'a nearby hos-
pital.

“Initially, a helicopter was arvanged
for Tamim's movement to the hospi-
tal, but he could not be flown from the
BKSP ground in Savar. He was later
taken to the Fazilatunnesa Hospi-
tal,” the report guoted match referee
Debabrata Paul as saying.

‘The treating doctors later issued an
official medical bulletin,

“He returned to us ina eritie
dition. We can call it a he:
and we subsequently did an an-
giogram and angioplasty te remove
the hlockage, The medical procedure
has gone smoothly. Heis currently un-
der pbservation.

“The swift conrdination between
the medical staff at BKSP and the hos-
pital ensured Tamim was treated
quickly,” the bulletin read.

The Bangladesh Cricket Board had
cancelled a scheduled board meeting
this afternoon after the development.
BCB president Faruque Ahmed is at

the hospital, along with other mem-
hers.

Igbal had announced his retire-
ment from international ericket for the
second fime in January this year.
Earlier, in July 2023, he had made a
similar announcement during an
emotional press conference but re-
versed his decision within 24 hours
following an intervention from then
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

Tgbal, who last featured for the na-
tional team in 2023, has plaved 70
“Tests and 243 ODIs, scoring 5,134
runs and 8,357 runs respectively fi
Bangladesh. He has also accumulat-
ed 1,758 rans in 78 T20ls.

scorer in the Champions Trophy with
243 runs in five games, while Gill also
strucka century in the opening match
against Bangladesh and contributed
significantly to Tndlia’s triumph,

As for team dynarnics. GT's batting
strength will rely on a solid start from
Gill and England’s wicketkeeper-hat-
ter Jos Buttler, who will belooking to
bounce back from recent poor form.

The middle-order will be in the
hands of West Indian Sherfane

Rutherford, Sai Sudharsan, and Ma-
sood Shahrukh Khan, with all-
rounders Rashid Khan, Rahul Tewa-
tia, Glenn Phillips, Washington Sun-
dar, and Mahipal Lomror expected to
contribute.

On the bowling front, Mohammed
Siraj will look to make a big impact
and return to the national reckoning
after missing out of the Champions
Trophy, while Kagiso Rabada, Prasidh
Krishna, South African Gerald Coet-
zee, and veteran Ishant Sharma will
provide added firepower to GT's pace
attack.

GT's spindepartment will be led by
Rashid Khan with left-arm spinner Sai
ore providing valuable support,

Punjab Kings, on the other hand,
will depend on skipper Iver, Josh In-
glis, Prabhsimran Singh, Marcus Stoi-
nis, and Glenn Maxwell for their bat-
ting, The Punjab outfit also boasts a
strong line-up of all-rounders in Az~
matullah Omarzai, Stoinis, Marco
Jansen, Shahank Singh, and Musheer
Khan.The pace bowling department
will be led by Arshdeep Singh, who will
be itching to get back in action after
not getting a game in the Champions

trophy. He will have Lockie Ferguson,
Kuldeep Sen, and Yash Thakurin the
pace unit, while leg-spinner Yuzven-
dra Chahal and left-arm spinner
Harpreet Brar will hape for a sue-
cessful season.

Teams (from): Gujarat Giants:
Shubman Gill (c), Anuj Rawat, Jos
Buttler, Kumar Kushagra, Sherfane
Rutherford, Sai Sudharsan, M
Shahrukh Khan, Rashid Khan, Karim
Janat, Mahipal Lomror, Glenn Phillips,
Nishant Sindhu, Manav Suthar, Rahul
Tewatia, Washington Sundar, Arshad
Khan, Gerald Coetzee, Gurnoor Brar,
Kulwant Khejroliya, Mohammed Sir-
aj. Prasidh Krishna, Kagiso Rabada, Sai
Kishore, Ishant Sharma, Jayant Yaday,

Punjab Kings: Shrevas lIyer (c)

Priyansh Arya, Avinash, Harnoor
Singh, Josh Inglis, Prabhsimsan Singh,
Vishnu Vinod, Nehal Wadhera, Az-
matullah Omarzai, Auron Hardie, Mar-
co Jansen, Glenn Maxwell, Musheer
Khan, Shashank Singh, Marcus Stoinis,
Suryansh Shedge, Ars]
Xavier Bartlett, Yuzvendm Chahal,
Praveen Dubey, Lockie Ferguson,
Harpreet Brar, Kuldeep Sen, Vijayku-
mar Vyshak, Yash Thakur.

Musheer Khan ready to implement lessons
from Shreyas lyer and Ricky Ponting in IPL

New Delhi
Along injury lay-off behind him, young
all-rounder Musheer Khan is defer-
mined to put into action all that he has
learnt from Punjab Kings' captain
Shreyas Iver and head coach Ricky
Pontingin the IPL.

The 20-year-old Mumbai all-rounder
Musheer is sef for return to top flight
cricket following acur seddent last Sep-
tember, in which he had suffered a frac-
ture to his neck region while playing in
the Duleep Trophy.

Having recovered completely.
Musheer is detesmined to make an im-
pact in his maiden IPL season and
wants to implement all that he has ob-
served skipper Iverin the domestie cir-
cuit from close quanters.

“When 1 was in the Ranji Trophy
with Shreyas bhai last year (2023-
24), it was the first time Imet him up
close,” Musheer told PTT Videosin an
exclusive interview.

“1 ohserved him, his attitude and
confidence level were very high. He is
very positive and 1 have never seen him
speak negatively. T also talked to him
about power-hitting, he told me a few
things that I keep in my mind while
batting,” Musheer added.

The young all-rounder also picked up
batting tips from Australian great
Ponting, whom Musheer has man-
aged to impress in their initial ex-
changes,

“First of all, we are having a lot of fun
with Ricky sir. Just like 1 told you about
Iyer bhai, he also is the same,” he
said.

“His attitucle, the way he speaks, und
his mindset are all incredible. T have
spoken to him alot about hatting. His

pull shot was very good, so | asked him
about itand heshared some insights.”
Musheer added, "He is always in-
volved in the ground with us, noticing
everysmall mistakes and correcting us.
Twill tey to learn from him as much #s
ible.” But for Musheer, legendary
Sachin Tendulkar and Daniel Vettari
are his idols and he wants to emulate
their feats on the field.

“My main idol is Daniel Vettori for
bowling and Sachin Tendullar for bat-
ting," he said.

“Itry to pay a lot of attention on the
process. [ believe in my idals, so 1y
tobe like them... Tdon't know if Twill
ever be like them, but Tty tobea lit-
tle like them in my game,” Musheer
added. A vight-handed batter and left-
arm spinner, Musheer said he has
worked hard on improving his white-

Quick timing, great hands, good vision: Hayden
praises Dhoni after stumping of Suryakumar

Chenmai

Mahendra Singh Dhoni's lightning-
quick reflexes behind the stumps to
get rid of Suryakumar Yadav during
an IPL match here have left former
Australian opener Matthew Hayden
gushing about the former Indian
captain’s abilities, despite not being
in his prime.

Dhoni, 43, is nearing the end of his
career, having hung up his interna-
tional boots five years ago and play-
ing just as a player for the Chennai
Super Kings after leading the team to
five TP L titles.

However. Dhoni showeased his
brilliance once again on Sunday
when he whipped off the bails in an
instant off Noor Ahmad's delivery,
sending Suryakumar back to the
pavilion.

“He (Dhoni) was on fire,” Hayden,
the former Australia batter and
Dhoni's team-mate at CSKtill 2010,
said on ESPNericinfo’s T20 Time
Out.

“I mean Noor Ahmad was firing
down the leg side and it was just a
movement across the ball. They're
difficult when you're sitting there sort
of partially obscured by the batsman.

“Then the stumping was just su-
perb, just such quick timing, great
hands, goad vision. He's still got it.”
The stumping of Suryakumar (29)
was a crucial moment in the game as

CSK broke 4 51-run :!ﬁnd nml even-
tually restricted Mumbai Indians to
155/9. CSK chased down the target
with four wickets in hand and five
balls to spare at Chepauk.

“The stumping from MSD (MS
Dhoni) was out of the world,” said
Noor during the post-match presen-
tation.

“It feels great to have someone like

Mahi Bhai behind the stumps, itisa
great support for me.” As per Star

Sports, the stumping was executed in

v hUm\\In {ormer India and
CSK spinner, believes Dhoni must
have practiced with Noor during
pre-season camp to perfect the
stumping.

“Itdoes happen, it i:

challenge if

you have not kept sgainst some-
body,” he said.
“But I'm sure in the camp, he
i

especially takes that person to the
stumps and says, you bowl a few
balls.

*(Ithas) not (happened) with me
because I have bowled against himso
many times and bowled to himin the
nets al<o. But whenever somebody
new comes, especially a wristspinner,
he just makes sure he's keeping 10~
12 balls so that he gets used to the
wrist position.”

ball skills after d.nzzlmg in Rauun'!‘m-
phv direuit {os
win the 202;
“T was doing very well in red-hall
ericket, but when I came to white-ball
crickei. 1 made a lot of changes to my
Dbatting with my father,” he said.

“1 have changed my technique and
my mindset. T have worked on how 1
can take advantage of the powerplay,
take the game as long as possible by
maintaining 2 good run rate. Only
thing left now is to implement it in the
match."” Musheer said he has also put
in efforts to bring necessary changes
while bowling in T20s.

“The length in cricket is very dif-
ferent. Thave worked on thata lot. Be-
fore coming here, T pl:x\'ed many
matches. Even before my injury, 1
played a lot of local tournaments in
Mumbai. So, in bowling, whatever
weapons [ have, 1 have practiced them
all,” he said.

With his elder brother Sarfaraz Khan
in the Indian Test team mix, Musheer
stid hie wants to be prepared for the fu-
ture.

“When we are at home, we talk
about cricket and what's happening
around us, He shares his past experi-
ence and advises me to keep myself
prepared, whether I get an opportuni-
ty or not,” he sai

“As our father \ay\ we need to focus
on the process and move step by step.
We don't have to think too far ahead.
We will give 100 percent, then 200 per
cent, and after that, we will trust cur
fate,” he added.

Rachin Ravindra
credits spin depth for
CSK's win over MI

Chennai

Chennai Super Kings hero Rachin
Ravindra credited the team’s sp
ners, led by the “world-clas;
Ravichandran Ashwin, for ther com-
prehensive win over Mumbai Indi-
ans, saying the depth in spin gives
them theright balance, covering any
aff-days from individual bowlers.

While Ashwin delivered a tidy
1/31, it was Afghanistan’s Noor Ah-
mad who stole the limelight with &
brilliant 4 for 18, helping restrict
Ml to155-9.

“Ash (Ashwin) is a world-class
performer. 1 played a bit against
him, he brings alot of experience, he
brings a lot of his cricket knowl
edge, the way he speaks about spin
bowling, the tips he gives,” Ravindra
said at the post-match press confer-
ence after CSK's four-wicket win.

“He reads the game, he is a great
thinker of the game, It's an honour to
share the field withi lot of these guys,
greats of Indian game, guys T have
grown up watching," he said.

“We have got a good spin depth,
the balance of the feam is nice. If
someoneis not having a great day the
sixth bowler comes in." Chasing 156,
Ravindra remained unbeaten on 65
off 45 balls and shared 67 runs for the
second wicket with skipper Ruturaj
Gaikwad (53 off 26) to lay the foun-
dation for the win on Sunday night.

“It's alwa heonour to open for
CSK, the history of it and you look
back at theheroes like the Hussey's,
the Watson's, the McCullum'’s, These
guys have done so well. So it’s great
to be in this role but T will take game
by game. It's a long tournament
so...," Ravindra said.

CSKlost afew wickets in the mid-
dle tobe reduced to 116/5 but Ravin-
draand Judeja (17) then steadied the
ship to take them to152 for 6.

Lavishing praise on his skipper
Gaikwad and Jadeja, Ravindra said:
“Rutu is an amazing plaver, the way
he showed his elass out there, scor-
ingand hitting beautiful shots he did.
It was fractionally a tricky wicket but
I think it was a good wicket in gen-
eral.

“Mumbai bowled quite well. The
dew wasn't a factor but the way he
played showed his skill and c]:m
and made my job a bit easier,” he
said. “Jaddu's experience speaks for
itself. He s a classy all-rounder and
the way he finished lot of games in
thepast, his calmness is great and his
clarity. He knows his team well, he
knows the conditions well and shar-
ing the creéase with him was amaz-
ing.” The Chepauk crowd had hoped
for the legendary Mahendra Singh
Dhoni to finish the game. but it was
Ravindra whe sealed the winwith a
six off Kiwi teammate Mitchell Sant-
ner to take CSK hame.

“It’s difficult to soak in the mo-
ment, you are simply focussed on
winning the game for the team butit’s
hard to ignore when Dhoni comes in,
the noise and whistles. It was cool to
sharethe crease with him for the first
time," he said.

To stay relevant, I have
to adapt as well: Dhoni

Chennai

Rejecting speculation that he is the
back-room decision-maker in Chen-
nai Super Kings despite handing
over captainey to Ruturaj Gaikwad,
the talismanic Mahendra Singh
Dhoni said he is instead focussed on
reinventing himself and his strokes to
“stay relevant” in the 1PL.

Speaking to ‘JjoStar after CSK's
four-wicket win over Mumbai Indi-
Inng-opener on Sunday
, Dhoni spoke about the
team dynamics under Gaikwad, his
own form and also the regional com-
mentary being done in the ongoing

eague.

atsmen are now willing to take
sks. They believe that with praper
cricketing shots. they can play big
strokes, and at the same time, they
ure improvising with their shot ge-
lection.. whether it's a reverse scoop
against a fast bowler, a sweep, or.are-
verse sweep against a pacer.

“I am no different, I have to adapt
as well. This is what is requited of me
for where T am batting. You have to
try and stay relevant,” Dhoni said.

“The way we plaved T20 in 2008
and the way we played IPL last year,
it's very different. Earlier, there was

alot of turn in the wickets. Wickets
were two-paced. Now, India's wi
ets have become much better; they
are more batter-friendly,” he ex-
plained.

“The 43-vear-old, underwhom CSK
won five TPL titles, handed over the
leadership to Gaikwad at the begin-
ning of the 2024 season. He said al-
though he dis: things with Gaik-
wad, he refrains from persuading
him to follow his advice.

“Ruturaj has been part of us for
guite some time. His temperament is
very good, he’s very calm, very com-
posed. So those were the reasons we
considered him for leadership.

“Before the start of the tournament,
1 also told him, ‘If I give you advice,
it doesn't mean you have to follow it.
Twill try to stay away asmuch as pos-
sible.” During the season, 4 iot of peo-
ple speculated that [ was making
the decisions in the background,”
Dhoni recalled.

“But the fact is, he was making og
per cent of the decisions. The most
important calls — bowling changes,
field placements — were all his. 1 was
just helping him out. He did a bril-
liant job of handling the players,” he
added.
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We struggled to
impose our g
game, some

faced Indian

spinners for
first time:

Jos Buttler

Ban on Indian kabaddi federation will be lifted
next month: international body chief Tiwari

New Delhi
narespite for Indian kabaddi play-
ers, the international governing
bady of the sport is set to lift sus-
pension imposed on the national
federation next month after the conrt-ap-
pointed administrator handed over the

charge to the ‘elected body'.
Internationa

al Kabaddi Federation
(TKF) President Vinod Kurviar Tiward sak
that the ban will be lifted after an exec-
utive coundl meeting scheduled next
month. The IKFhad banned the Amateur
Kabaddi Federation of India (AKF1) in
July last year after the ‘elected body was
not alloveed to take charge,

“The court-appointed administrator
has handed over the charge tothe AKFL
office bearers who were dectied in De-
cember 2023. The AKFI office bearers
have started indtioning from AKF of-
fice at JLN Stadium,” Tiwari said in an
interview.

“So, the ban on AKFI will belifted. We
will hive our executive board meeting (of
the IKF) next monthand the banwillbe
officially lifted” In a February 6 order, the
Supreme Court had asked Justice (Retd.)
S P Garg, the AKFI administrator, to

hand over control of th the
office bearers elected in December 2023,
‘The SC division bench had, however,
clarified that it hadn't recognised the
elected body of the federation yet, but was
passing the order to allow participation
of Indian players in the senior Asian
Kabaddi Championship-2025 sched-
uled in Iran from February 20 to 25.
"The top court passed the onder after
two national Kabaddi players — Priyan-
ka and Pooja — sought direction to
AKFI for sending them to Asian Kabad-

WFI President
Sanjay Singh elected
as bureau member
of UWW-Asia

Amman
WFI President Sanjay Kumar Singh
was on Monday elected as a burean
member of United World Wrestling
(UWW)-Asia, the national federa-
tion has announced.

The election took place during the
UWW-Asia General Assembly in
Amman on Monday, a day before
the start of the Asian Champi-
onship

“This is not just a personal mile-
stone but a testament to the growth
and recognition of Indian wrestling
at the global level. I look forward to
working closely with UWW-Asia
to promote and develop the sport
across the continent,” said Singh in
arelense.

According to WF1, Singh secared
22 votes out of 38, “demonstrating
strong support from the Asian
wrestling community.”

diCl hip in Iran.

Tiwari «aid the IKF had already al-
lowed the Indian players' participationin
the Asian Championships.

Earlier in 2019, the Delhi High Court
made Justice (Retd.) Garg as the AKF1
administrator after quashing appoint-
ment of former federation chief Janar-
dan Singh Gahlot as ‘Life President” and
election of his wife as president.

In the December 2023 elections held
under the charge of Garg. Vibhor Vineet
Jain waselected AKFI president and Ji-

tendra Thakur as general secretary. But
theoutcome of the election was kept sub-
ject to a petition before the High Court.

That meant thit Garg continued to be
in charge of the AKFT affairs, leading to
the ban imposed on the national feder-
ation by the IKF.

It's for AKFI to take action agairist
tearn that took part in World Cup in UK

Last week, the IKF declared that the
Kabaddi World Cup being held in Lon-
don is not an “authorised” event and
asked the AKFI to act against the team

ITF World Tennis Tour from

March 31 in Bengaluru

Bengaluru

Some of the top international stars will
descend to the city for the Men's Mas
I'TF World Tennis Tour, which will be
held at the KSLTA courts here from
March 31 to April 6.

The USD 30,000 tournament will be
a tribute to former Kamataka Chief
Minister late SM Krishna, who guided
the association for two decades as its
president between 1999 and 2020.

Krishna had also served as the Life
President of the ATTA during 2015 till
2

023
“It is a very thoughtful initiative by
Privank Kharge (KSLTA vice-presi-
dent) and the association to host a tour-
nament in the name of late SM Krish-
na. T amvery happy that his legacy will
be carried forward by a young set of ad-
ministrators,” said DK Shivakumar,
Deputy Chief Minister of Karnataka.
Kharge, also the Minister of IT, BT,
Stience 8 Technology & Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayat Raj, Govt of
Karnataka, said: “SM Krishna's con-

tribution to tennisin Karnataka is un-
paralleled, as the KSLTA has grown
from strength-to-strength and is now
known to hostsome of the biggest TTF
and ATP tournaments in the cauntry.
This tournament will be an annual
event.” The qualifying rounds of the
tournament will be held on March 29
and 30 before the main round match-
es begmning from March 31.

that had gone to take part in the tour-
nament.

Kabaddi World Cup 2025 is being held
in the West Midlands from March 17 to
The tournament is being hosted by
the England Kabaddi Association and the
British Kabaddi League (BKE) under the
aegis of World Kabaddi Federation, a
parallel international governing body of
the sport.

“It's a free world, so in a sense you
can't stop anybody from taking partin
tournaments. But that World Cup is not

recognised by the IKF and the Indian
team that had gone was not send by
AKFI. Only thing we can do is to send
teams authorised by AKFL

“It's for the AKFI to take action
against the team that had gone to Eng-
land for the unaut horised World Cup.”
Tiwari, who is also Deputy Director
General of Olympic Council of Asia, ad-
mitted that things also got worse after
the AKFI remained inactive for the
past many years. “We did mistakes
alsp, we have notheld any tournament
in the last eight years. The fulerum of
kabaddi (in the world) is India but
there were no national championships
or World or Asian championships in Tn-
dia as AKF1 has been run by a court-ap-
pointed administrator.

“But things will get back to normal
fromnow onwards. We will conduct
3'World Championships eonsecutively.
IKF planning to stage PKL style kabad-
dileagues in Qatar, Thailand

Tiwari said the IKF is planning to be-
gin leagues in Qatar and Thailand this
year tospread the sport withan aim to
include it in the Olympies in future,
“Wherever there are Indians, kabaddiis
popular. Butwe are trying to spread the
sport to other countries and areas. That
is important to popularise the sport if we
have to take it to the Olympics.

“Weare in discussion to have a mas-
ters championships in Qatar involving
7-8 teams. We are also starting a league
in Thailand to be competed amonyg
players of South East Asia. All these will
be franchise-based leagues and most
likely starting this year.” Asked about
likely franchise owners, he said most of
them would be from India

Father of Jakob
Ingebrigtsen denies
abuse allegations
as trial starts

Norway

Gjert Ingebrigtsen, father and former
coach of Norwegian runner Jakob In-
gebrigtsen, pleaded not guilty on
Monday as his trial began in which he
stands accused of physically abusing
two of his children, including the
two-times Olympic champion.

“The 59-year-old faces up to six
years in pirison, with the trial expected
to run until May 16 at the South-Ro-
galand District Court in the city of
Sandnes y.

Norwegian police pressed charges
against the elder Ingebrigtsen last
year, accusing him of abusing two of
his seven children, including Jakob
for several years.

The palice started their investiga-
tion back in October 2023 when
Jakeb and his fellow athlete brothers,
Filip and Henrik, accused their father
of physical violence and abusive be-
haviour in a Norwegian newspaper
column.

The charge against Gjert for the
abuse of his daughter was filed at the
end of April 2024. He was also
charged with abusing Jakob six
months later.

Jakob aceused his father of sever-
al incidents of abuse, according to
Norwegian media, including slap-
ping him twice in 2008 and kicking
him in the stomach after he fell off a
seooter in 2009.

Gjert announced in 2022 that he
was stepping down as coachnot long
after.Jakob won Olympic gold in the
1500 metres in Tokyo, prompting
widespread speculation in Norway
over their rift.

Brazil coach aims to silence doubters
with statement win over Argentina

Brasilia
Brazil can prove their crities wrong by
ending their winless run against old
foes Argentina, coach Dorival Jr said
ahead of the World Cup qualifying
ash between the twosides in Buenos
Aires on Tuesday.

Brazil have not beaten the reigning
world champions in six years, a run that
extends to 16 years for matches host-
ed in Argentina.

However, after a late 2-1 victory
over Colombia on Thursday in which
Brazil returned to winning after

al situation to prove his side are still a
force to be reckoned with.

“We will face the reigning champions
of the world and South America, the
muost suecessful team in the world in re-
cent years and we will go out there to
win, toplay our best football and beat
them at their ground,” Dorival told a
press conference on Monday.

Former CWG medallist B Sumeeth Reddy retires

New Delhi

India's doubles specialist B Sumeeth
Reddy. a member of the 2022 Com-
monwealth Games mixed team sil-
ver medal-winning squad, has an-
nounced his retirement as an active
badminton player to focus entirely
on coaching.

The 33-year-old from Hyderabad,
who formed the mien's doubles pair
with Manu Attri and also played
mixed doubles with several shut-
tlers, including his wife N Sikki
Reddy, made the announcement
through social media on Sunda

"RETIRED AND PROUD. Em-
bracing the next chapter with grat-
itude and excitement. 1 thank my
family, friends and well wishers for
all the support,” Sumeeth wrote in
an Instagram post.

Sumeeth and Manu, who achieved
the highest world ranking of 17,
won the 2016 South Asian Games
gold medal, qualified for the Rio
Olympics, and were also part of
the men' 1 at the Asia Team
Championships in Hyderabad.

He represented India at the 2014
and 2018 Asian Games and won the
2015 Mexico City Grand Prix and
2016 Canada Open, along with fin-
ishing as runner-up at the US Open
and Dutch Open in 2015,

Along with Ashwini Ponnappa.
Sumeeth also finished second at
the 2017 Syed Modi International.

“Thave always pushed my limits
and wanted to achieve things that I

eould not do in-my career... But cur-
rently, even though at World Rank
25, L have started to believe that the
best phase of my career is aiready
behind me. Also, despite a few oth-
er circumstances, [ have stepped
down from my professional plaving
career,” he said.

“Believe me, there will be a time
in your carcer when you will have to
stop playing professional sport, and

on that day you should be able to
step aside with no regrets, knowing
that you have given vour 110% to be-
come the best version of yourseif,”
he wrote.

“Lastly [ thank each and every
well-wisher who has been part of my
playing career: Looking to be part of
more inspiring stories by guiding
and motivating young players.”
Sumeeth had his share of setbacks,

including a spinal bone degenera-
tion problem which forced the doe-
tors to advice him to quit bad-
minton as there were fears of a

*... the common advice that every-
one gave is to stop professional
and pursue an alternative ca-

er body paralysis. At this point, 1
was 20, left with no job and an un-
certain hody which needed wall
support to walk,” he recalled.

“Due to the pain, my back would
collapse while standing or walk-
ing. The $olution was to bare the
pain, continue with rehab and hope
for the best. With Sir Gopi's advice,
Ishifted to doubles.

“With the help of the cosmos and,
with God's grace, I won my first Na-
tional Championships in 2012, Yal
then get to play the International
events. The shocking pain would
carry with me for the next few
years. As my hack would suddenly
have no strength to hold my upper
body, during those years.” Reddy,
who opened his own badminton
academy, the Sikki Sumeeth Bad-
minton Academy in Hyderabad in
2021, also is part of India’s coach-
ing panel and has been trusted with
the responsibility of the women's
doubles players.

“... I started my coaching career as
I will bea good asset to India in con-
tributing towards making India a
power house in world badminton.”

“We live n a country that loves to
eriticise, it's a shame but that's what 1
think. That we love to criticise and
rarely get the respect when it deserves.
But time puts everyone in their place.

"T understand how football works
and T embrace the challenge of being
under pressure. I believe in hard work.
dedication, respect and seriousness
in what we do. I've been in charge of the

national team for 15 games. You can put
me accountable for my work in due
time.”

The last time Brazil won in Argenti-
na was in 2000, a 3-1victoryin Santa
Fe. Since their 2-0 win in the Copa
America semi-final in 2019, Brazil
have lost three of their last four games
against their bitter rivals, all 1-0.

Dorival has so far failed to eamn the
trust of Brazil's demanding fans after
winning seven of 15 games in charge
since taking overin early 2024 after the
team spent a year under two caretak-
ercoaches as the Brazilian FA tried and
failed to lure Italian Carlo Ancelotti
froom Real Madrid.

The win against Colombia lifted
Brazil to third in South American qual-
ifying with 21 points, one behind sec-
ond-placed Ecnador and seven from
leaders Argentina.

The top six qualify directly for the
2026 World Cup inthe United States,
Mexico and Canada.

Djokovic says reclaiming top

ranking not his goal anymore

Saberia

Novak Djokovie said chasing the world
numberone ranking is not his main ob-
jective anymore and the 24-times

stand Slam champion will happily
take major tournament victories over
top spot in the twilight of his glittering
carcen

Dijokovic has spent more than 400
weeks at number one and now sits fifth
in the rankings, but the 37-year-old
showed he cannot be written off and
earned a record 4uith ATP Masters
1000 mateh win on Sunday.

A 6-17-6(1) third round victory over
Argentine lucky Camilo Ugo Carabel-
i at the Miami Open also put Djokevic
a step closer to his 100th singles title
and the Serbian said the top ranking did
not matter as much.

“If it comes as a consequence of
great results and titles that 1 win in a
seasan, then that’s amazing. Butthat's
not my objective,” Djokovie told re-
porters.

“My objective is to be able 1o play my
besttennis at the Grand Slams and the
tournaments where I participate. My
schedule is revised, soobviously I'm not
chasing ranking points.

“It’s different nowadays, mayvbe,
than it was a few years back (ar) for
most of my carcer, to be honest. I'm
happy to win a Grand Slam and a big
tournament rather than getting to
numberane. Right now that's more im-
portant for me.”

Jimmy Connors with 109 and Roger
Federer with 103 are the only men with
more titles than Djokovie but he said
climbing to the top of the list could be
difficult.

“It would defintely be amazing to get
to that recard,” Djokovicadded. “Con-
nors is someone that Ttruly admire and
respect. He's always very supportive of
me in public, I'm thankful for that. It
wouid be amazing.

“But again, i’s probably more diffi-
cult to achieve that nowadays for me
than maybe it was some years ago. Il
go step by step. I'll see. I don't know
how long I'm going to compete for. But
I'm still enjoying myself when T play
well.”
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Grimes shares update on
Autism, ADHD diagnosis

Washington
inger and son
writer  Grimes
shared that she
was recently diag-
nosed with both autism
and ADHD. She shared
her health update on the
social media handle.

Taking to X, she posted
health news in along mes-
sage while calling out
“mental health accounts™
that she considered “ex-
treme info lhazards” on the
platform, reported People.

*Got diagnosed w ADHD
/ autism this year and re-
alized I'm prob dyslexi
which is why I can't spell
at all without spellcheck,”
wrote Grimes.

“L feel like, had we
known this when I was a
child, I would have worked
somuch Jess hard, been on

drugs, and <o many of the
weird obsessions and mo-
tivations I had would have

‘KGF’ star Yash in
Mumbai for

shoot of

Mumbai
sh, best known for
his power-packed
performance  in
‘KGF’,  touched
down in Mumbai on Mon-
day. Heis all setto beginthe
next schedule of ‘Toxie: A
Fairy Tale for Grown-Ups’
here.

Yash happily posed for the
shutterbugs outside the
Mumbai airport. He looked
uber cool in a rugged short
beard and a crisp haircut,
adding to the intrigue avound
his look in the film,

Toxic: A Fairy Tale for
Grown-Ups' is jointly pro-
duced by Venkat K. Narayana
and Yash under KVN Pro-
ductions and Monster Mind
Creations. It will hit the the-
atreson March19, 2026.

Yash recently treated his
fans to a short glimpse of
“Taxic, on the oceasion of
his 3oth birthday.

In the clip, Yash, impecca-
bly dressed in a crisp white

‘Toxic’

_ 5 & =
suit while holding a cigar,
makes a commanding en-
trance into a club filled with
partygoers.

As the actor walks to the
centre ofthe club, every gaze
intheroomisdrawn to him.
Brimming with bold and
provocative moments, the
teaser invites viewers into a
captivatingworld.

The film went on floars on
August 8 in Bengaluru last
year. Geetn Mohandas is
helming it .

; /
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been seen as pathological

and T could have written
off certain things that were

very hard for me but I'm
glad T overcame them,”
she added, as per the out-
let.The singer-producer
born Claire Elise Boucher
then wrote that her ADHD
symptoms were “infinitely
worse when I wasn’t an
avid reader,” writing that
those “trying to patholo-
gize one of the best things
a child can do to help with
ADHD" is “so dark.” Her
note came in response to
another X user who called
“excessive reading” in chil-
dren a “"sign of dissocia-
tion,” reported People.
The American Psychi-
atric Association notes
that symptoms of ADHD
— an abbreviation for at-
tention-deficit/hyperac-
tivity disordet — include
inattention, hyperactivity
and impulsivity, reported

People.

“I think the nature of
this uninformed social me-
dia mental health subcul-
ture is really a big con-
cern,” wrote.
“Some are great ofc but a
lot of these seem explicit-
ly anti-civilizational and
geared towards making
people worse.™

Grimes has been candid
about her health in the
past, revealing in a 2019
interview for a fashion
campaign that she had part
of her eyeball removed to
improve her seasonal de-
pression. At the ime, the
musician shared in an In-
stagram video for her Adi-
das by Stella McCartney
team-up that the decision
was part of her “360 ap-
proach™ to her overall well-
ness, reported People.

Grimes

Harrdy Sandhu drops his
new romantic single ‘Baby’

Mumbai
unjabi singer Har-
rdy Sandhu has re-
leased a new sin-
gle
The song’s video was
shot in London, elevat-
ing the track's emo-
tional depth as it pres-
ents a cinematic love
story against the city’s
picturesque scenery.
Speaking about the in-
spiration behind the track,
Harrdy, in a press note, said,
is more than just a
song — it's a celebration of

love inits purest form. We've
created something that push-
es the

Speak-

ing about the in-
spiration behind the
track, Harrdy, in a press
note, said, “Baby’ is
more than just a song—
it's a celebration of
love in its purest

boundaries of
what Punjabi pop can be

while staying true to its roats.
The production process was
incredibly detailed, with
months spent perfecting
every element, from the tra-
ditional pereussion arrange-
ments to the modern syn-
thesizer layers. Each sound
has been carefully chosen to
create an emotional connec-
tion with listeners, regardless
of their cultural background.”

Harrdy Sandhu is best
known for his hit tra ich
as Joker', Yaarr Ni Milyaa',
‘Soch’, and ‘Bijlee Bijlee’
among others.

Raid 2: Ajay Devgn’s
intense look from
thriller out

Mumbai
ollywood star Ajay
Devgn's next film
is ‘Raid 2",

Captivating the audience’s
attention, Ajay on Monday
afternoon unveiled the first-
look poster of his character
IRS Amay Patnaik.

Ajay posed amnid hordes of
files inthe backdrop, giving
intense expressions.

“Naya Shehar. Nayi File.
Aur Amay Patnaik Ki Bk
Nayi Raid. #Raid2 knocking
at your doors in cinemas
near you on ist May, 2025,
he captioned the post.

Raid 2 is produced by
Bhushan Kumar, Kumar
Mangat Pathak, Abhishek
Pathak and Krishan Kumar.
The film, which will be re-
leased on May 1, is present-
ed by Gulshan Kumar and T-
Series and is a Panorama
Studios production.

Raj Kumar Gupta has
helmed the film, which is
the sequel to the 2018 crime
thriller that captivated audi-
ences with its gripping story
of tax raids and corruption.

In the movie, Ajay will
share screen space with
Riteish Deshmukh, Vaani
Kapoor and Rajat Kapoor.

‘Raid’ was released in 2018
and also starred Saurabh
Shukla and eana D'Cruz. It
was inspired by a real-life
raid conducted by the offi-
cers of the Income Tax De-
partment in the 1980s.
Ileana played Ajay's wife in
the movie.

Musical Evening Review: An
Unforgettable Classical Confluence

New Delhi
nadivine and melodi-
ous evening, the audi-
ence witnessed acapti-
vating confluence of di

verse styles of Indian class
cal music, This unigue event
was organized by Vivid Arts
and Entertainment and Pio-
neerArts Education Sodiety,
in collaboration with Arts
and Muthuvell Peravai. The
eventwas presented by State
Bank of India and supported
by ONGC. The prestigious
Ministry of Culture, Govern-
ment of India, also extended

its l rt, adding
grandeurto this cultural cel-
ebration.

The evening commenced
with a soulful solo recital by
renowned violinist Dr. Ratish
Tagde, accompanied by the
versatile and accomplished
tabla maestro V. Narhari. Dr,
Tagde presented three dis-
tinct compositionsin Rupak
Taal (7 beats), £k Taal (12
beats), and Drut Teen Taal
(16 beats). His music flowed

com
the tabla into more than just
a percussive instrument—it
became a medium of dia-
logue, where every beat,
pause, and tempo shift con-
veyed a profound emotion.

“This was followed by the
much-anticipated perform-
ance of the celebrated Car-
natic vocal duo, the Malladi
Brothers—Sreeram Prasad
and Ravi Kumar. They
brought to life the immortal

h tech-
nical brilliance and emation-
al depth. V. Narhari's ac-

of the Carnat-
ic Trinity—Muthuswami Dik-
shitar, Shvama Shastri, and
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Saint Tyagaraja—rendering

each with dignity and devo-

tion. Their recital concluded

with a deeply spiritual ¢om-

position of Annamacharya,

which filled the atmosphere
G et

the audienc

The evening became a
memorable celebration in
the presence of classical mu-
sic lovers, cultural lnminaries,
and distinguished members

with as l aura.

‘The grand finale was a col-
laborative performance,
where all the artists came
together to present a mes-
merizing jugalbandi of Raga
Yamuna Kalyani and Raga
Bhairavi. This moment
marked a harmonious union
of North and South Indian
classical traditions, leaving

of the corporate

"This presentation by Vivid
Arts and Entertainment was
not only a celebration of In-
dia’s rich musical heritage
butalsoa bridge connecting
classical traditions with con-
temporary audiences. It was
an experience the listeners
will not just remember—they
will cherish it for a lifetime.

cess of ‘Singham Again’,
which is directed by Rohit
Shetty.

In the film, he reprised
the role of police officer Ba-
Jjirao Singham whom he first
essayed in the first part,
which was released in 2011

and then again in 2014 inthe
second instalment of the
‘Singham’ franchise.
‘Singham Againalso stars
Kareena Kapoor Khan, Ak-
shay Kumar, Tiger Shroff,
Ranveer Singh, and Deepika
Padukone, among others.

Sanam Teri
Kasam 2 Release

Dt

il

Mumb;

he most awaited s

quel of a heart-

touching love story

is finally here. Re-
leased in 2016, the first part
of Sanam Ter K:
ceived very mived rev
the time of its release. How-
ever. it was re-released after
gyears making the callection
of whooping 53 crore global-
Iy and making its way up in
the listof blockbusters After
this huge su the audi-
ences are eagerly waiting for
the next part of Sanam Teri
Ka

.
‘Looks like fans got heard,

e Announed

as Sanam Teri Kasam 2 is of-
ficially announced. So when
is it happening and who all
are going to be a part of it?
Let's have alook!

It has been announced via
the official Instagram handle
of the markers of Saman Teri
Kasam that the actor Harsh-
vardhan Rane will be again
seen as the male lead in the
sequel. However, the female
lea
not been announced official-
ly, there are speculations
about Shraddha Kapoor re-
placing the Pakistani actress
Mawra Hocane as the female
lead in the upcoming sequel.

and the other cast have

Emraan Hashmi announces ‘Awarapan
2’ as birthday surprise for fans

Mumbai
ollywood fans
can brace them-
selves for a blast
from the past as
Emraan Hashmi and film-
maker Vishesh Bhatt have
officially
‘Awarapan 2’ as the ulti-
mate birthday surprise for

announced

the actor’s dedicated fan-
base.

In a thrilling social me-
dia announcement, Em-
raan Hashmi and Vishesh
Bhatt revealed that a se-
quel to the cult classic
Awarapanis in the works.

“Bas mujhe kuch aur der
zinda rakh...# Awarapan2

in cinemas, grd April
2026," Emraan Hashmi
captioned the post.

Titled ‘Awarapan 2," the
film is set to hit theatres
on April 3, 2026,

The original *Awarapan,’
released in 2007, was a
commercial success, with
its songs, characters, and

emotional depth leaving
an impact on audiences.

The film's legacy has en-
dured, with fans demand-
ing a sequel.

The film will be directed
by Nitin Kakkar, written
by Bilal Siddiqui, and pro-
duced by Vishesh Bhatt.






