Om Birla calls for
developing Delhi
Vidhan Sabha as

'model' assembly

Railway fares in
India far less
than neighbour-
ing countries:
Vaishnaw

STATE

UP govt initiates
transformation of
Lucknow’s Butler
Palace into
cultural hub

Sensex Surges
1,472 Points,
Investors
Wealth Up Rs
8.67 Lakh Crores

All eyes on
Chhetri as India
face Maldives
in Asian Cup
qualifier dress
rehearsal

| /__MARKET /|
SENSEX __ NIFTY

75301.26
1,131.31

22834.30
325.55

88,746.00 ‘
20.00

Sunrise 6:27 AM
Sunset Sy, 6:32PM

11:11PM
9:32 AM
... Today's Prediction.___.
Maximum | Minimum
33°C 19°C
.. Tomorrow's Prediction. .
33°C | 19°C

101,300.00
764.00

Moonrise
Moonset

Drm, UP

Devin, WEDNESDAY 19, Marcn 2025

wwwtapstoryonling

Kohli won’t have to up his
strike rate, Salt will take a lot of
pressure off him, says De Villiers

PAGE-10

www.cpapertopstory.onling

Pope pens letter to editor while
in hospital as Vatican prepares
for King Charles' visit

WORLD

wwwicehook com topstoryenglish

Vor-11, Issue - 340, Paces - 12, Price % 3.50 | Postar ReG. No. UP/GBD-254/2022-2024

Aamir Khan spotted with
girlfriend Gauri Spratt after
confirming their relationship

Trump, Putin in talks as U.S seeks
Russian approval on Ukraine deal

W White House initiates call between Trump
and Putin to discuss

lamid T

B Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, however,

p
2fire prop

ongoing conflict in Ukraine.

Washington

resident  Donald
PTmmp is to hold

talks on Tuesday
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin as he
looks to get buy-in on
a US ceasefire proposal
he hopes can create a
pathway to ending Rus-
sia's devastating war on
Ukraine,

The White House is
expressing  optimism
that peace is within
reach even as Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy remains scep-
tical that Putin is doing
much beyond paying
lip service to Trump as
Russian forces continue
to pound his country.

The engagement is
just the latest turn in
dramatically  shifting
US-Russia relations as
Trump made quickly
ending the conflict a top
priority — even at the
expense of straining ties
with longtime American
allies who want Putin to
pay a price for the inva-
sion.

“It's a bad situation in
Russia, and it's a bad
situation in Ukraine,”
Trump told reporters
on Monday. “What's

happening in Ukraine is
not good, but we're go-
ing to see if we can work
a peace agreement, a
ceasefire and peace. And
1 think we'll be able to
doit.”

In preparation for the
Trump-Putin call, White
House special envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff met last week
with Putin in Moscow
to discuss the proposal.
Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio had persuaded

sceptical that Putin is ready for peace as

Russian forces continue to pound Ukraine.

M

senior Ukrainian offi-
cials during talks in Sau-
di Arabia to agree to the
ceasefire framework.
The US president said
Washington and Mos-
cow have 'xlre dy begun
discussing “dividing up
certain assets" between
Ukraine and Russia as
part of a deal to end the
conflict.

Trump, who during
his campaign pledged to

quickly end the war, has

Ready to discuss uploading
booth-wise voter data: EC

New Delhi

he Supreme Court

I on Tuesday con-
sidered the Elec-

tion Commission of In-
dia's stand to deliberate
on the demand for up-
loading polling booth-
wise voter turnout data
on its website and asked
the petitioners to make
repreﬁentahons before
the poll panel in 10 days.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justices
Sanjay Kumar and K V
Viswanathan was hear-
ing two PILs filed by
Trinamool Congress MP
Mahua Moitra and NGO
Association for Demo-
cratic Reforms in 2019,
respectively.

The PILs sought a di-
rection to the poll panel
to upload polling sta-
tion-wise voter turn-
out data on its website
within 48 hours of con-
clusion of polling in the
Lok Sabha and assembly

elections.

Senior advocate Man-
inder Singh, appearing
for the poll panel, said
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar
wanted to meet and dis-
cuss the grievance.

"Here is a new chief
election commissioner
now. The petitioners can
meet him and it may be
addressed,” he said.

The CJI then said,
"In the meanwhile, the
counsel for Election
Commission states that
the petitioners  (the

NGO and the MP) may
file a representation
with the Election Com-
mission and the EC will
them a hearing and
inform them in advance.
Let the representation
be made in 10 days."

During the hearing,
advocate Prashant Bhu-
shan, appearing for the
NGO, said there were
huge discrepancies on
the EVM count and the
number of persons com-
ing to cast vote at the
polling stations.

Agency

at moments boasted of
his relationship with Pu-
tin and blamed Ukraine
for Russia's unprovoked
invasion, all while ac-
cusing Zelenskyy of un-
necessarily prolonging
the biggest land war in
Europe since World War
1I.

Putin's spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov told
reporters on Tuesday
that Trump and Putin
will discuss the war in

Ukraine but added that
there are also a “large
number of questions'
regarding normalising
US-Russia relations.
The call will take place
between 1 pm GMT and
3 pm GMT (9 am ET to
11 am ET), Peskov said.

Trump has said that
control of land and pow-
er plants will be part of
the conversation, which
comes on the anniver-
sary of Russia annexing
Ukraine's Crimean pen-
insula 11 years ago. That
bold land grab by Russia
set the stage for Russia
to invade its neighbour
in 2022.

Witkoff and White
House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt sug-
gested that US and
Russian officials have
discussed the fate of the
Zaporizhzhia  nuclear
power plant — Europe's
largest — in southern
Ukraine.

The plant has been
caught in the cross-
fire since Moscow sent
troops into Ukraine in
2022 and seized the
facility shortly after.
The UN's International
Atomic Energy Agency
CONTD ON PAGE-2

=,

SC to examine
Lokpal's jurisdiction
over HC judges

_ New Delhi
he Supreme Court
I on Tuesday said it
would examine the
issue over the jurisdie-
tion of anti-corruption
ombudsman Lokpal in
entertaining complaints
against  sitting  high
court judges.

A three-judge special
bench comprising Justic-
es B R Gavai, Surya Kant
and Abhay S Oka was
dealing with a suo motu

proceeding initiated over
the Lokpal's January 27
order on the issue.

While posting the
hearing on April 15, the
bench asked senior ad-
vocate Ranjit Kumar to
assist it as an amicus cu-
riae in the matter.

Solicitor general
Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the Centre, said
the limited point was
whether the Lokpal had
Jjurisdiction.

"We will only consid-
er the issue with regard

to jurisdiction under
the Lokpal Act," Justice
Gavai said.

The top court on Feb-
ruary 20 stayed the Lok-
pal's order, saying it was

"something very, very
disturbing” and con-
cerned the independ-

ence of the judiciary.

It then issued notices
and sought responses
from the Centre, the
Lokpal registrar and the
complainant.

Mehta previously said
that a high court judge
would never fall within
the ambit of the Lok-
pal and Lokayuktas Act,
2013

Tl he Lokpal had passed
the order on two com-
plaints filed against a
sitting additional judge
of a high court.

On Tuesday, the com-
plainant appeared be-
fore the apex court and
said he had filed an af-
fidavit in support of his
submissions. Agency

At least 413 Palestinians
killed after Israel strlkes Gaza

Deir Al-Balah
(Gaza Strip)
“srael launched air-
strikes across the
Gaza  Strip  early
Tuesday, killing at least
404 Palestinians, includ-
ing women and children,
according to hospital of-
ficials.

The surprise bom-
bardment shattered a
ceasefire in place since
January and threatened
to fully reignite the
17-month-old war.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu or-
dered the strikes after
Hamas refused Israeli
demands to change the
ceasefire agreement. Of-
ficials said the operation
was open-ended and
was expected to expand.
The White House said it
had been consulted and
voiced support for Isra-
el's actions.

The Israeli military or-
dered people to evacuate

Sunita, Butch leave for Earth after 9 months in space

Washington
ndian-origin  NASA
astronaut Sunita
Williams and her col-

league, Butch Wilmore,
on Tuesday departed for
Earth after being stuck
on the International
Space Station (ISS) for
more than nine months,

Williams and Wilmore
are scheduled to travel
back to Earth alongside
Nick Hague and Roscos-
mos cosmonaut Alek-
sandr Gorbunov aboard
a SpaceX Crew Dragon
spacecraft.

The spacecraft, Elon
Musk-led SpaceX's
Dragon, will splash
down off the coast of the
American state of Flor-
ida around 3:27 am IST
Wednesday.

According to a NASA
statement, the updated

return target continues
to allow the space sta-
tion crew members time
to complete handover
duties while pmwd.mg
operational  flexibility
before less-favourable
weather conditions are
expected later in the
week.

Mission managers will
continue monitoring
weather conditions in
the area, as Dragon's un-
docking relies on several
factors, including space-
craft readiness, recovery

team readiness, weather,
sea states, and other fac-
tors. NASA and SpaceX

will confirm the specif-
ic splashdown location
closer to the Crew-9 re-
turn, according to the
statement.

The SpaceX Drag-
on spacecraft carrying
NASA astronauts Anne
McClain and Nichole
Ayers, Japan Aerospace

Exploration Agen-
cy (JAXA) astronaut
Takuya Onishi, and Ros-
cosmos cosmonaut Kirill
Peskov docked with In-
ternational Space Sta-
tion, Space X CEO Elon
Musk announced on
Sunday.

On Friday, SpaceX
and NASA launched a
mission to bring back
Sunita Williams and
Butch Wilmore from the
1SS, where they have
been stranded for nine
months.

The launch came af-
ter US President Donald
Trump urged Elon Musk
to rescue the stranded
astronauts sooner than
NASA had planned. He
has repeatedly accused
former US President Joe
Biden of abandoning
them in space. Agency

much of the northern
town of Beit Ianoun
and other communities
further south, and head
toward the centre of the
territory, indicating that
Israel could soon launch
renewed ground opera-
tions.

“Israel will, from now
on, act against Hamas
with increasing military
strength,” Netanyahu's
office said.

The attack during the

Muslim holy month of
Ramadan could resume
a war that has already
killed tens of thousands

of Palestinians and
caused widespread de-
struction across Gaza.
It also raised questions
about the fate of the
roughly two dozen Is-
raeli hostages held by
Hamas who are believed
to still be alive.

A senior Hamas offi-
cial said Netanyahu's
decision to return to war

HIGHLIGHT

® Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu or-
dered the strikes after
Hamas refused Israeli
demands to change
the ceasefire agree-
ment.

amounts to a “death sen-
tence” for the remaining
hostages. Izzat al-Risheq
accused Netanyahu of
launching the strikes
to try and save his far-
right governing coalition
and called on mediators
to “reveal facts” on who
broke the truce. Hamas
said at least four senior
officials were killed in
Tuesday's strikes.

There were no reports
of any attacks by Hamas
several hours after the
bombardment, indicat-
ing it still hoped to re-
store the truce.

Agency

ED conducts raids against
George Soros- backed entities

Bengaluru
The Enforcement
Directorate  con-
ducted searches in
Bengaluru on Tuesday as
part of an alleged foreign
exchange violation case
against US billionaire
George Soros-founded
'private funding agency'
OSF and its investment
arm EDF, official soure-
es said.

Light premises of
some of the benefi-
ciaries of Open Society
Foundations (OSF) and
Economic Development
Fund (EDF), including
those linked to some
international ~ human
rights bodies, and a
company named Aspa-
da Investments Pvt. Ltd.

were. ﬁearched under the
Foreign Exchange Man-
agement Act (FEMA),
the sources said.

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) sources
called Aspada Invest-
ments as the investment
adviser or fund manager
of Soros EDF ( F) in
India and as a whol-

owned subsidiary" of
a Mauritius entity.

The SEDF is the "im-

pact investment arm of
the Open Society Foun-
dations (OSF)", the
sources said.

The investigation per-
tains to alleged foreign
direct investment (FDI)
being sourced by the two
Soros entities and the
utilisation of these funds
by certain benefi
in alleged contravention
of FEMA guidelines.

Agency




Trump, Putin
in talks as U.S
seeks Russian
approval on

Ukraine deal

CONT FROM PAGE-1

has repeatedly ex-
pressed alarm about it,
fuelling fears of a poten-
tial nuclear catastrophe.

The plant is a sig-
nificant asset, produc-
ing nearly a quarter of
Ukraine's electricity in
the year before the war.

“] can say we are on the
10th yard line of peace,”
Leavitt said. “And we've
never been closer to a
peace deal than we are
in this moment. And the
president, as you know,
is determined to get one
done.”

But Bradley Bowman,
senior director of the
Center on Military and
Political Power at the
Foundation for Defense
of Democracies, ques-
tioned whether Putin is
ready to end the war or
will hold out for poten-
tial further concessions
as Trump grows impa-
tient.

After a disastrous Feb-
ruary 28 White llouse
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Nagpur violence premeditated ‘Chhava’
reignited people’s emotions: Fadnavis

Nagpur:

More than 50 persons
have been taken into
custody and curfew im-
posed in parts of Nag-
pur, a day after protests
against Aurangzeb’s
tomb triggered violence
in the city, which Ma-
harashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis
claimed was premedi-
tated.

Speaking in the legis-
lative assembly on Tues-
day, Fadnavis said the
Vicky  Kaushal-starrer
film “Chhaava®, based
on the life of Chhatra-
pati Samhhajl Maharaj,
reignited people’s emo-
tions against the Mughal
emperor and brought
before them the true his-
tory of the Maratha king.

The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VIIP) it won't
tolerate any attempts to
glorify Aurangzeb and
claimed the Nagpur vio-
lence was planned.

Five FIRs have been
regwtered in connection

the violence, Nag-

meeting with Zelens}

Trump temporarily cul
off some military intelli-
gence-sharing and aid to
Ukraine. It was restored
after the Ukrainians last
week signed off on the
Trump administration’s
3o—dny ceasefire propos-

"The US has been
consistently offering in
some form preemptive
concessions that have
heen weakening the
American and Ukrai
an negotiating position,”
Bowman said. “T think
there's a real danger
here that the admin—
istration's approach is
boiling down to sticks
for Ukraine and carrots
for Putin.”

Zelenskyy in his night-
ly video address on
Monday made clear he
rentains  doubtful that
Putln is ready for peace.

"Now, almost a week
later, it's clear to every-
one in the world — even
to those who refused to
acknowledge the truth
for the past three years —
that it is Putin who con-
tinues to drag out this
war," Zelenskyy said.

In his dealings with
Zelenskyy and Putin,
Trump has ﬁ‘equent[y
focused on who has the
leverage. Putin has “the
cards” and  Zelenskyy
does not, Trump has
said repeatedly.

Trump, who has long
shown admiration for
Putin, has also made
clear he'd like to see the
US-Russia relationship
return to a more normal
footing.

The president during
his recent. contentious
meeting with Zelenskyy
grumbled that “Putin
went through a hell of a
lot with me," a reference
to the federal investiga-
tion into Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 pres-
idential election in which
he beat Democrat Hillary
Clinton.

Trump on Monday
again underscored his
view that Ukraine is not
in a strong negotiating
position. He said Russian
forces have “surround-
ed” Ukrainian troaps in
Russia's Kursk region —
amplifving an assertion
made by Russian officials
that's been disputed by
Zelenskyy.

Ukraine's armystunned
Russia in August last year
by attacking across the
border and taking con-
trol of an estimated 1.300
square kilometres of land.
But Ukraine's forces are
now in retreat and it has
all but lost a valuable bar-
gaining_chip, as momen-
tum builds for a ceasefire
with Russia.

Zelenskvy has acknowl-
edged that the Ukraini-
ans are on their back foot
while disputing Russian
claims that his troops are
encircled in Kursk.
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pur police

Ravinder Kumar Singal
said on Tuesday.
Violence empted in
central Nagpur's Chit-
nis Park in Mahal area
on Monday around 7.30
pm, with stones hurled
at police amid rumours
that the holy book of a
community was burnt

Telangana Assembly passes
SC categorization bill

Hyderabad:
The Telangana Assem-
bly on Tuesday unan-
im‘ous]y passed the
T Teduled

cent reservation.
Group 2, including 18

moderately  benefited

8C communities, are

Castes (Rationalisation
of Reservations) Bill,
2025 to implement the
categorisation of SCs.

Presenting the bill,
Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy said his
government constitut-
ed a cabinet sub-com-
mittee after the Su-
preme Court ruled in
favour of SC categoriza-
tion last year.

The government
had also appointed a
one-man judicial com-
mission to make rec-
ommendations for the
implementation of SC
categorization and later
accepted its report.

The commission di-
vided 59 SC castes in
the state into three
groups to ensure equi-
table distribution of the
15 per cent reservation
available for the SCs.

According to Reddy,
group 1 com; ng 1
sacially, economically
and educationally dis-
advantaged SC commu-
nities, are given one per

provided nine per ecent
quota. Group 3 com-
prising 26 significantly
benefited SC commu-
nities, are given five per
cent reservation.

Referring to the de-
mand for increasing
reservation of SCs to
18 per cent from 15
per cent, he said his
government would
enhance the quota on
population basis after
the 2026 census is con-
ducted.

Noting that the strug-
gle for SC categoriza-
tion in the state was
30-year-old, the CM
said a resolution was
passed in the undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh As-
sembly in support of it
in 2004.

Observing that Con-
gress has always been
committed to the wel-
fare and empowerment
of Dalits, he said Da-
modaram  Sanjivayya
was made AICC pres-
ident and also Chief
Minister of undivided
Andhra in 1960.

during an agitation by a
right-wing body for the
removal of Mughal em-
peror Aurangzeb’s tomb
in Chhatrapati Sambha-
Jjinagar district, officials
said.

As many as 34 police
personnel were injured
inthe violence, state BJP

president and Nagpur
guardian minister Chan-
drashekhar Bawankule
said after visiting the in-
jured police personnel at
a hospital in Nagpur on
Tuesday.

The situation now is a
little tense, but there is
peace in the city with ad-

The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) it
won’t tolerate any
attempts to glorify
Aurangzeb and
claimed the Nagpur

violence was Elanned.l

equate police force de-
ployed, Bawankule said.

Curfew has been im-
posed in areas under the
Jjurisdiction of some po-
lice stations in Nagpur,
police said.

BSP chief Mayawati
said, "It is not right to
damage or break any-
one’s grave or mauso-
leum in  Maharashtra
because this is spoiling
the mutual brotherhood,

peace and harmony
there.”
The government

should take strict action
against such um'uj\' el-

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Privanka Chaturvedi
said, “Instigating vio-
lence, creating instabil-
ity in the state, keep-
ing the citizens busy
over the past history
while getting away with
tough questions on the
state’s financial doom,
increased debt burden,
growing Joblecsuess and
farmer suicides.”

Leader of Opposi-
tion in the state legisla-
tive council, Ambadas
Danve, blamed Fadnavis
and his government for
the violence in Nagpur,
which is the CM's home-

town.

AIMIM chief Asadud-
din  Owaisi criticised
Fadnavis and his minis-
ters, stating, “We need
to examine the state-
ments made by the CM
and ministers in recent
weeks.”

ements, in
Nagpur, otherwise the
situation can  worsen,
the former chief minis-
ter of Uttar Pradesh said
in a post on X.

hira  Deputy
CM Eknath Shinde said
the Nagpur violence was
a planned attack aimed
at spreading communal
unrest.

Parliament where only PM ministers
speak not functlonlng Parliament: Gogoi

New Delhi:
Parliament belongs
to the people of India
and all parties must be
allowed to have their
say, Congress leader
Gaurav Gogoi said on
Tuesday and added a
Parliament where only
the prime minister and
his ministers spoke was
not a functioning Par-
liament,

The Congress’ deputy
leader in the Lok Sab-
ha also said that if the
opposition parties were
allowed to speak on
the Maha Kumbh, the
Lower House would not
have been adjourned.

Gogoi made the re-
marks after the Lok
Sabha was adjourned
for the day amid noisy

liamentary affairs min-
ister were adamant,” he
said in a post on X.

“A Parliament where
only the prime minister

protests by opp
members seeking to ask
questions on the state-
ment of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the
Maha Kumbh.

“Today, Parliament
would not have been
adjourned if the oppo-
sition parties were al-
Towed to speak on the
Kumbh. But the gov-
ernment and the par-

Nagpur violence pre-planned won'’t
tolerate Aurangzeb'’s glorification: VHP

__Nagpur:
“The Vishwa Hindu Pari-
shad (VIHIP) on Tuesday
said it won’t tolerate
any attempts to glorify
Aurangzeb and claimed
the violence in Nagpur
a day before was pre-
planned.

The administration
shonld take stern action
against those responsi-
ble for clashes and in-
voke National Security
Act (NSA), VIIP Vidar-
bha Prant Sah Mantri
Devesh Mishra told re-
porters here.

Ile also rubbished
claims of a ‘chadar’
with holy insecriptions
being burnt during pro-
tests led by VIIP and
Bajrang Dal in Nagpur,
which apparently trig-
gered clashes.

A protest against
Mughal emperor Au-
rangzeb'’s tomb triggered
violence during which
several houses and ve-
hicles were vandalised,
police said.

The demonstrations
in Nagpur were among
many held across the
state on Monday to de-
mand the removal of the
Mughal emperor’s tomb
at Khultabad near Chha-
trapati Sambhajinagar.

“We won't tolerate
glorification of Aurang-

zeb,” Mishra said.
He alleged the agi-
tations by VHP were
conducted peacefully in
Maharashtra, barring
Nagpur “where a few
followers of Aurangzeb
spread rumours to in-

haraj. Our issue is the
torture  he suffered
from Aurangzeb. We
don’t want any symbol
of Aurangzeb in Maha-
rashtra, and VIIP has
decided to remove his
tomb. But some people
in Nagpur still glorify
Aurangzeb,” the VHP
leader said.
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Mishra alleged the
violence in Nagpur was
pre-planned.

e demanded slap-
ping of stringent NSA
on perpetrators  and
razing of houses of
those named in the

Rs by police.

He said the "move-
ment” to remove the
tomb of Aurangzeb will
continue.

VHP ‘Dharmpras-
ar Pramukh’ (Vidar-
bha Prant) Rajkumar
Sharma  claimed an

appeal was made from
a mosque in front of
Chitnis Park, leading to
the gathering of a mob
on Manday.

Nk, m. i Behle

and his speak
is not a functioning
Parliament. The Par-
liament belongs to the
people of India and all
parties must be allowed
to have their say,” the
Congress leader added.
Gogoi said it was an-
other day of the oppo-
sition being silenced in
Parliament, “silenced
from speaking about

our devotion to Ganga

ﬁnlpnm’d from
speaking about the
richness of Indian civ-
ilisation and culture.
Silenced fromi remenm-
bering all those who
died in the stampede
during the Kumbh. Si-
lenced from speaking
about the need to pro-
vide jobs to the lakhs
of young Indians who
went to the Kumbh.
And then Prime Min-
ister Modi goes on Lex
Fridman’s podeast and

Sadanand Shet Tanawade Raises
Concern Over Rising Spam Calls
and Phishing Scams in Rajya Sabha

New Delhi:
Sadanand Shet
Tanawade, Rajya Sabha
MP from Goa, raised an
urgent concern in the
Rajya Sabha regarding
the growing menace of
spam calls, phishing
scams, and data pri-
vaey breaches that are
affecting millions of
Indians,

Addressing the Upper
Ilouse, Tanawade high-
lighted that innocent
citizens are falling vie-
tim to fraudulent calls
and deceptive messag-
es, resulting in signif-
icant financial losses.
He pointed out that
fraudsters are misusing
personal data obtained
through illegal means,
endangering the finan-
cial security of the peo-
ple.

The MP specifically
mentioned that Goa
his also seen a surge in
such scams, with many
residents losing their
hard-earned  money.
Expressing grave con-
cern over the issue, he
urged the government
to take immediate and
strict action against cy-
bereriminals.

Tanawade
sized the
stronger

empha-
need for
laws  and

I01201(U:P ) ard FUblishie 1 193940, L Roe
7. okde, Ut Fracesh F013033, Phone Eitotial, 0120875

AN ST
stringent enforcement
to curb these fraudu-
lent activities. Tle also
called for enhanced
digital security meas-
ures to safeguard citi-
zens from cyber fraud
and protect their sensi-
tive information.

The rising cases of
cyber fraud have be-
come a nationwide
concern, with reports
of phishing scams and
unauthorized access to
personal data increas-
ing at an alarming rate.
The government is ex-
pected to take decisive
action in response to
these concerns and
work towards strength-
ening cybersecurity in-
frastructure to prevent
such crimes in the fu-
ture.

hidat, DRl
Cireblarion 58

gives g}aan on soul of
democracy,” he said.

In another post,
Gogoi said that for the
past several years, the
Congress had been
seeking a discussion
on the external affairs
ministry in Parliament.

“Discussion on the
Demand for Grants for
External Affairs during
the Budget Session is a
suitable forum. Guess
how many times the
Prime Minister Modi
government has dis-
cussed this ministry.
The answer is 0. Why is
the government scared
of having a discus-
sion on the Ministry of
External Affairs?” he
asked,

Commenting on a
post by the China Daily
on X, where a Chinese
government spokesper-
son expressed appreci-
ation for Modi's recent
“positive remarks on
China-India relations”,
Gogoi said the prime
inister had permrmed
‘biggest U-turn” on
China during his pod-
cast with Fridman but
“to what end?”
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AND. ALSO SEVERED ATL
RELATIONS ~ FROM  [HEM
AS THEY ARE NOT UNDER
CONTROL OF MY CLIENTS.
MY  CLIENTS A
RESPONSIBLE ~ FOR  ANY
ACT COMMITTED BY THEM.
ANYONE  DEALING  WITH

mLM MAY DO SO AT HIS
O

JACANNATH BEHERA
ADVOCATE

SEAT NO.3§, HALL NO2,
DWARKA COURTS COMPLEX,
SECTOR-10, DWARKA,

NEW DELH-10075

MORBILE: 9937175778
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“Iindus”

BJP MLAs walk
out of WB
assembly after
Speaker disal-
lows discussion
on 'Holi violence'

Kolkata
BJF MLAs staged a
walkout from the West
Bengal assembly on
Tuesday, after Speaker
Biman Banerjee did not
allow an adjournment
motion on alleged inci-
dents of violence in dif-
ferent parts of the state
during Holi celebrations.

Shortly after Chief
Whip Shankar Ghosh
read out the adjourn-
ment motion condemn-
ing the incidents in Bir-
bhum and elsewhere in
the state, the Speaker
said it cannot be allow
to be discussed.

Banerjee said while he
allowed Ghosh to read
out the first few paras of
the motion, certain oth-
er references and con-
tents including the word
and “Iinduat-
va”, "were not appropri-
ate" for discussion on
the floor of the House.

In protest, around 30
MLAs, led by Ghosh and
Manoj Oraon, stood on
their seats and raised
slogans against the state
government.

Later, the BJP legisla-
tors were joined by sus-
pended Leader of Oppo-
sition Suvendu Adhikari
outside the assembly
gate, who reiterated the
demand for an immedi-
ate statement by Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on the alleged inci-
dents of violence during
Holi,
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Yamuna Authority
launches employment
portal for farmers’
children

Noida

‘An employment portal was
launched by the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial De~
velopment Authority (YEI-
DA) on Tuesday to prepare
a database of youths of its
notified area.

‘The purpose of this portal
is to provide employment
opportunities to the youth.
The URL of this portal is
htps://hre.medhajnewsin/j
obseeker/index.php . The
purpose of this pertal is to
create a database of skilled
and unskilled youths and
provide them employment
onthe basis of their qualifi-
cations.

On this occasion, Jewar
MLA Dhirendra Singh said
that this initiative will prove
to be a milestone in the com-
ing times towards providing
employmentto the children
of those farmers who have
given their lands to advance
the pace of development of
this state and this district.

Through this portal, the
children of local farmers will
be selected on the basis of
skill and efficiency and will
be provided employment
soon. We are not only work-
ing to develop thisareaand
make Jewar the economic
capital of this state, but we
are also laying the founda-
tion stone to build the lives
ofthe people.

On this occasion, YEIDA
CEO Arun Veer Singh said
that ndustries are being es-
tablished on the lands of
farmers today so it is our
dutyto provide employment
tothe children of those farm-
exs for their livelihood. This
employment portal can be
filled in both Hindi and Eng-
lish languages, as well as
arrangements have been
made in the employment
portal to submit the form
online and offline.

NTPC starts
constructing
garbage disposal
plant at Astoli

Noida

The NTPC has started con-
structing garbage disposal
plant at Astolivillage. The
company will process the
garbage and make coal. Tt
will take about two years
for this plant to be ready
with a capacity of goo
tonnes per day.

At present, due to lack of
proper disposal system,
garbageis dumped illegally
at many places. For its per-
manent solution, work is
going on to develop a state-
of-the-art sanitary land fill
site in 126.54 acre at Astoli
village in Dankaur area.
There is aplan to dispose of
the garbage coming from
Greater Noida and Noida
onthe same day.

According to the Greater
Noida Avthority official, the
NTPC has expedited the
construction work toset up
the plant. It will take two
years o complete. At pres-
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Om Birla calls for developing Delhi
Vidhan Sabha as 'model' assembly

M The orientation programme will be helpful in learning ways to fulfil the high
expectations of people from their MLAs and the new government, Om Birla said.

New Delhi
ok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla Tuesday
ave a call to devel-
lop the Delhi Vidhan
Sabha as a "model" Assem-
bly and urged the newly
elected MLAs to upskill
themselves with modern
technology such as Artificial
Intelligence.

Inaugurating a two-day
orientation programme for
Delli MLAs at the assembly,
hesaid people have high ex-
pectations from the legisla-
tors and the new govern-
ment.

"Delhi as the national cap-
ital i like a'Mini India', rep-
resenting the diversity
among people from different
states living here... It is a
big responsibility to meet
theirexpectations and solve
their problems by ensuring
infrastructure development
and social welfare," Birla
said.

The orientation pro-
gramme will be helpful in
learning ways to fulfil the
high expectations of people
from their MLAs and the
new government, he said.

The inaugural session of
the event was also attended
by Delhi Assernbly Speaker:
Vijender Gupta, Chief Min-
ister Rekha Gupta, Leader of
Opposition in Assembly
Atishi, Deputy Speaker Mo-

han Singh Blshl Lok hahha
Secretary General Utpal Ku-
mar Singh and the MPs from
Delhi.

Stating that a good orator
is also the best listener, Bir-
laurged the MLAs to spend
time participating in the leg-
islative business of the as-
sembly.

"Artificial Intelligence
should be used for capacity
building and efficiency. One
can ensure better dialogue
and communication with
more use of technology," he
said.

The Delhi Assembly
should be developed as a
"model" with respect to max-

imum use of logyand

skills of its members, Birla
said.

The Parliamentary Re-
search and Training Institute
for Democeracies is conduet-
ing the orientation pro-
gramme, offering insights
into parliamentary rules and
legislative practices.

Birla also said the new
members should learn leg-
islative drafting, employ the
available legislative sources,
and become aware of the
rules and regulations to be
able to work for the people.

The Lok Sabha speaker
asked them to be innova-
tive in solving problems in
their constituencies and said
that "t Thonesty

CP NOIDA Laxmi Singh
conductedannual inspection
of Ecotech-3 police station

Police Conmissioner Mrs.

She focused on the
women's help desk, urging
officers to resolve com-

Laxmi Singh conducted the
annual inspection of the
Ecotech-3 police station in
Noida. She closely exam-
ined various areas including,
the office; eyber help desk,
lockup, and barracks.

During the inspection,
she emphasized the impor-
tance of addressing pending
cases, maintaining cleanli-
ness, and managing un-
claimed vehicles prompt-
ly.

plaints efficiently and gath-
er feedback from victims.

The Commissioner also
reviewed the registers in
the office and asked for bet-
ter maintenance. She urged
police personnel to perform
their duties with vigilance
and integrity.

At theend of the visit, she
recognized and rewarded
several officers and village
chowkidars for their out-
standing work.

essary for Delhi's dfvdup—
ment.

Solutions that emerge
from Delhi will not only serve
the city and its people but
also set an example for oth-
erstates and legislative bod-
ies in the country, he said.

Birla also said the Assem-
bly should be a platform for
debate, discussion and con-
sensus building, and there
should be noimpasse even as

should not be any impasse
within the House and dissent
must be expressed through a
dignified meaningful dis-
course,” he said.

The Delhi Assembly
Speaker in his address em-
phasised the importance of
understanding legislative
procedures and rules and
urged the new MLAs to thor~
oughly read the rule book, es-
pecially the Code of Con-
duct, and adhere to these
guidelines during House pro-
ceedings.

Chief Minister Rekha Gut-
pa reaffirmed her commit-
ment to the progress and
prosperity of Delhi, high-
lighting the need for a har-
monious pnlmml cm’u‘on-

of Delhi's people and fulfil
their responsibilities in the
Assembly.

"With decision-making
power granted by Babasa-
heb Ambedkar's Constitu-
tion, we represent millions
of Delhiites who look to us
with great expectations,” she
said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public atlarge s hereby Informed
anof my client Shri Rareshwar
Dayal, son of fate St Ram Swa-
roop. Resident of K-6/368, Near,
Vidya Bharti School, Mahan Gar-
den, west Deh 11005Sthat my
i d de-

PUBLIG NOTIGE

Public atlarge & hereby informed
that my clients Sh.Shyam LalS/o
Latesh, Budh Ram and/smt. Paort:
am W/oSh, Shyam Lal both Rfo
H.N0.258, Near Chowk, Katewara,
Delhi-110038 have debarred/dis-
owned their son Sh, Rahul Tawer,
daughter-in-law Brawana W/o
Rahul Tawer from their entire
maveable and immoveable proper-
tles being quarrelsome, disrespect-
ful, abisive, disobedient and pre-
carious towards my.cllents and
have also threatening my clients to
implicate in false and frivolous cas-
es. My clients have also severed
their entire relations with them I
anyohe deals with them,
he/shethey may do so at
his/her ftvelr own risk, cost and
cansetuences My clients shall ot
be respanslble to anybady for the-
ts and deads of their above-

dient has
barred his daughter Parveen Ku-
il 5/0 Shei Rameshwar Dayal,
fram the inheritance of all his mov-
able:and immavable properties
due to

ment o ensure th

development of the city.

“The people of Delhi have
entrusted us with great faith.
Every moment is precious
and it must be utilised and
respected properly. Our sale
objective is the progress of
Delhi and the cordial at-
mosphere we have today
should be maintained for
the next five years as well,"
she stated.

towards my client, which has matle
his lile miserable. Under com-
Hling i lient

named son and daughter-in-law n

CHAMBER NO.714, WESTERN
WING, TIS HAZARI COURTS, DEL-
HI-110054

my
has severed all refations and con-
nections with him. In case anyone
deals with the said son of my client
inthe future, he or she shall be do-
ing 5o at thelr own risk and respon-
sibility, and my client cannot be
held liable for any such dealings.
SIDHARTH RAJ

Advocate

High Court of Delhi

Chamber No.113; Civil Wing, Tis
Hazar| Courts, Delhi-110054

disagreements may appear. Both the ruling party and
"Inad boththe th ition play a crucial
ruling party and the opposi-  role in the path of develop- PUBLIC NOTICE

tion have important roles to
play and their positive con-
tributions strengthen the
democratic process. There

ment, she noted.

Leader of Opposition
Atishi said every MLA is ex-
pected to uphold the hopes

DMRC completes tunnelling for
Aerocity- Tughlakabad corrldor

New Delhi

The DMRC on Tuesday
completed tunnelling on the
underground section of the
Delhi Metro's Phase 4 ex-
pansion project, witha tun-
nel boring machine achiev-
ing breakthrough atthe site
of the IGNOU station on
the Golden Line's Aerocity-
Tughlakabad corridor.

The new tunnel has been
built atan average depth of
around 27 metres, one of
Delhi Metro's deepest, the
Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (DMRC) said in a state-
ment.

The DMRC noted that
work on a parallel tunnel be-
tween Chhatarpur Mandir
(Aerocity) and IGNOU
(Tughlakabad) was com-
pleted in February.

With the latest break-
through. tunnelling for both
up and down lines hias now
been finished.

Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta and Industries Min-
ister Manjinder Singh Sirsa

Delhi Transport Minister announced a significant
plan to shift the city's bus fleet to electric buses

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
The Transport Minister of

ent, garbage is being Delhi, Dr. Pankaj Kumar
dumped at the ary  Singh, hasa; dasig-
dumping ground located  nificant plan to shift the city's
near Lakhnawali village. AF-  bus fleet to electric buses,
terthe work at Astauli siteis  aligning with Prime Minister
completed, all the garbage  Narendra Modi's vision of
will be sent there, sustainable urban trans-
Apart from the NTPC,  portation under the Make In
other companies will also  India initiative.
setup plantsin the garbage This phased transition
disposal centrr being devel-  aims to establish Delhi as the
oped at Astauli. Prepara-  Electric Vehicle (EV) capital

tions are underway for this.
The authority will also give
opportunities to startup
companies. More than six
startup companies have al-
ready presented their tech-
nology.

The NTPC has started
construction work to set up
its plant at the sanitary land-
fill site being develop

of Indiabymaking all buses
electrichy 2027.

Starting in April, over
1000 new electric buses,
measuring 9 and 12 meters,
will be added to the public
transport fleet, Alongside
this, charging infrastructure
will be set up to ensure the
new e-buses operate smoath-

Astanli. Instructions have
been given to expedite the
work More such plants will
be set up, said Sreelakshmi
VS, ACEO, the Greater Noi-
da Authority.

During discussions with
transport department offi-
cials and electrie bus manu-
facturers, the Minister urged
the quick completion of nec-
essary procedures and
pledged to address the chal-
lenges faced by transport
operators, He reinforced the
need for timely delivery of
the new electric vehicles. A
detailed plan for optimizing
bus routesisin place to inte-
grate the electric buses effec-

ities, including better bus
stops and amenities for pas-
sengers. Additionally, strate-
gies are being developed to
ensure the financial sustain-
ability of the Delhi Trans-
part Corparation (DTC), with
the aim of making itprofitable
by the next financial year.
The government will also
introduce g-meter electric
buses for rural and namrowar-
eas, ensuring last-mile con-
nectivity where larger buses
are impractical. Importantly,
the free bus ride scheme for
women will continue, en-
suring that the move to elec-

dat 1y Dr.Singh the tivelyinto the existingtrans-
importance of that  port network, with instrue-
this transition does notdis-  tions for officials to ensure
rupt services,stat- by ick to their schedules.
ing that public transportis a To support the it
top priority for the govern-  the government plans to en-
ment. hance public transport facil-

trichuses
and affordable for all com-
muters.

were present as chief guests
during the breakthrough
event.

Gupta congratulated all
officials and workers de-
ployed for the project and
'The entire team in-
volved in this metro con-
struction project have made
this impossible task possi-
ble."

Atotalof 1,048 rings have
been installed in the tunnel,
which has an inner diameter
of 5.8 metres. The tinnel
was built using the Earth
Pressure Balancing Method,

with a concrete lining of
precast rings.

The boring machine,
measuring 97 metres in
length, I the 1460~

Itis hereby informed to the public
3t large that my dient Smit. Privan-
ka Goswami w/oLt. Krishan Kumar
Goswami R/ B-33/2, Madhukuni
Gall, Subhash Mohalla, North

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large & hereby informed
that my clients 1 Shiv Kurnar 2. Raj
Kurnar 3, Ram Kuimar all /o Shii
Lekh Ram all R/o House N5, Baba
Mohalla, Aya Nagar, South, New
Delhi-110047, have severed all re-
lations with their nephew namely
Deepak Kumar 5/o Shri Ratan Ku-
mar Rfo Houke No. 226 Neat
Booster PUmp Baba Mohalla, Vik-
lage P.0 Aya Nagar, Souith, New
Delhi-110047 dueto is misbehav-
four and misconduct towards my
clients and his family members, My
clients have debarred their
nephew namely Deepak Kumar
fromall his movable and immeov-
o

Ghonda, North East, Delhi-110053
his debarred hisan Prashant
Goswami and her daughter-in-k

break all relations with him. Fur-
thermore, my clients detlares that

they have | over their

ifrom all
her movable and immoyable prop-
erties.and has severedal the refa-
tions with them because of their
quarrelsome and egoistic attitude.
My dient shall not be responsible
for any of their act againit anyone
and anyonie dealing with them
shall be entirely at his own risk and
my client shall nat be responsible
In any manner,
UMESH GUPTA
ADVOCATE
Chamber no. 8-50, BGS Block, TiS
HAZARI Courts, Delhi

rephew nam: as
he isinvolved in many criminat ac-
tities. My clients and his family
members shall not be rasponsible
for any acts conduct, behaviours,
dealings, debts or credits of
nephew namely Deepak Kurnar.
Any person(s) desiling with him
shall do so attheir own risk and my
client my dientand his family
member shall besr no fiability In
this regard.

D.K.S AND ASSOCIATES

268, SAKET DISTRICT COURT, NEW
DELHI-110017

EASTERN RAILWAY

NOTICE No. NIT/02/25/15 Dated : 17.

Che! Matarale Manager, Eastern Railway, Fairlie Piace, 2nd Fioor,

Nelai Suthes Road. Kolksle 700001 nvies eanders for supply cﬂ the
YL

following item:- Tender No.:
ROLLER Bl

Opening Date & Time :
mentianed lenders are e-

For more
tandars please visil IREPS websile

metre-long tunnel and broke
through at IGNOU station
this morning, the DMRC
said.

As part of the Delhi
Metro's ongoing Phase 4 ex-
pansion, 40.1 kilometres of
underground lines are being
laid. The Aerocity-Tughlak-
abad corridor includes an
underground section of
19.34 kilometres.

3 arrested in west
Delhi burglary case
stolen items recovered

New Delbi

Delhi Police has cracked a
burglary case with the arrest
of three suspects and recov-
ered the stolen items,
cndingjewellery, electronic
gadgets and important doc-
uments, officials said on
Tuesday.

The burglary was reported
from the Mundka area in
west Delhi on March 16, and
the stolen items included
around 20 gold ornaments,
33 silver coins, one silver
ring, twolaptops, one mobile
phoneand important docu-
ments, they said.

Police scarmed CCTV
footage from the vicinity of
the crime scene, which
showed a suspect carrying a
backpack: Police tracked his
movement to a motoreyele
that picked him from near
the Rohtak Road. The own-
er of the bike, Vinit, turned
out to be the brother of one

of the accused named Sum-

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hareby informed
thiat Mir. Ajay Kumar Sfo Mr. Klaw
Ram owner of House No. 101 &
Oid £3, Land Area Measuring 80
5q.Yde, ot of khasta no. 5171, Sit-
uated 3t Village Gekalpuy, in the
Abadi of Ganga Vinar, lllaga Shah-
dara, Delhi, Vide GPA, ATS, Will
dated 07,05,1939 executed by Mr.
Yogesh Kumar /o Mr. Om
Prakash, and said property to be
sold to Mrs. Rasharii W/o Mr.
Mamsh Kumar and sald property

ERHING s Thnor Gost
14.04.2025 al 13:30 hrs.;

ers and all fenderers ae requested 1o submit
their bids on-line through the IREPS website al hitps://www.ireps.gov.in
detals regarding the ahove mentlaned tenders and other supply

.03.2025, Principal
17,

AL
1,63 070 Tlndey
NOTE: Ail above

esorip!
20.00 & EMD T

STORES 852024:25
5590 in

Follow us at : -@EaslemRallwaye @eastemrailwayheadgquarter

supplyating followingitems -

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Invitation of Tenders through E-procurement system
Princlpal chiet mataials manager, Northam Ralway. Naw Delhl - 110001, fo and on
befall of the President of India, inviles s-endérs through e-procuremant system for|

S. [Tender Brief description Qty, [Closing

No.|No. date

1 |az2s5009 | Operating Mictoscape for aphialmology 1 [10ps2025
25 per p attached

[11:00AM

Pre-Bid Weeting 1o be held on dated 26,03,2025 al DYGMMNRGH Office af

8225009/Med/Part-ll Date: 18.03.2025

Note : 1. Vandors may visll he IRERS websiles e, www.ireps.gov.in for EIRM[E]
detais, 2. No Manual offer wil be entertained. Tonder Netice No. 34

84212025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH ASMILE

No. CEN-GAR-CPU-

24-25-10

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

atad ; 13.03:2025|

packets systam)for the following works:

Data
ENDERING TENDER NOTICE

behalf of the President of India invites online open
Important bridge No, 399 span {230 5m +14x76.2m) al K 14312-24 between AGY
o CPU &t Sone river, In connection with Chunar-Chopari doubling projecL (Two)

Rallway, Pr on
£ Tonders for “Canstruction of

E-Tonder No. : CEN-CAR-CPU-2024-25-10

T Apnrox. Cost - Rs. 230,33 Cr.

Bessaption stuor
14x76.2m) 31 2
G OhapamSoubI B0

“Construction of Important beidge No. 399 spsn (2<30.5m +
4 betwasn AGY t CPL at Sone river. in connection with

of closing Tender : 21.04.2025

Complstion perio:
-+ Tendass on Ine can be submitied up to 1500 hrs, on 21.04:2025 - For

30 months

PRONCR,[F] North conraibvays @leprotery

B NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
[Tender Notice]

E-TENDER NOTIGE NO. 02/2025
Sr. DSTE/MNorth Central Rallway, Agra acting for and on bahall of the
President of India [nvites "Open Tonder™ through Online anly (E-Tendering)

Fince Ltd, ff anybody has ary.
eharge/interest/ttle in the caid
property or any kind oF dispute
indly inform the undersigned in
writirig on the below mentioried
address Within 07 6ays of the pres-
ent, falling which and | am aware
thiat in case default with the mort-
gage property that Mrs. Roshani
and Mr. Manish Kumar are respon-
sible for the same.

Soali Ghosh

Advocate

8-220, 2nd Floor, Noida One,
Tower:B, Sector 62,Noida, U.P

for )

[T S4T work in conniction with the work of "Renewal of two Nos
span (1x39.98) i & 1x18 30 m) of Khierla niore ROB rio, 1343/3 alAGC yard.*

ETENDERNO. | Approx. Costofwork
AGRA-ST-2025.05 | 7670482140 } 07.04.2025
Nama of work MC MSDAC

Division for 36 monthis

nstaled n e station MT., AJH, VRBD & ROE in MT4-PWL section of Agra

E [ Approx.

AGRA-ST-2025-06 |

3216,70487.28 |

07.04.2025

offer racaivad shall beignored

For full detalls and subimission of bid please seo fhe Indian Raway website
wwowireps.govin. Bidders will be abie lo submil their originallrevised bids
Ihrough weh portal www.irgps.gov.in up to 15,00 rs. on abave mentioned
date: Mariual offers are not allowed against his tender and any such manual

487125 FA

[ North centeal rallwaye [

. nce Indianrailways.govin
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UP emerges as a symbol of development
under Yogi govt gains international recognition

_ GreaterNoida
nder the Teader-
ship of Chief Min-
ister Yogi
Adityanath, Uttar

Pradesh is setting new

benchmarks in development

while earning recognition
on the global stage. The state,
particularly Western Uttar

Pradesh, has witnessed re-

markable industrial and eco-

noOmic progress over the post
eight years, driven by the

Yamuna Expressway Indus-

trial Development Authority

(YEIDA)

Major projects like the
Noida International Airport
in Jewar—set to he India’s
lume:t—nlqu with the up-
coming [nternational Film
City and various industrial
parks, have positioned Uttar
Pradesh as a prime destina-
tion for investment. These
initiatives are nol only at-
tracting investors bul also
generating significant em-
ployment opportunities.

Flagship events like the
Uttar Pradesh Global In-
vestors Summit (UPGIS-
2023) and the Ground
Breaking Ceremony (GBC

4.0) have played a cenvial
Tole in lerating this
progress.

At the UPGIS-2023, YEI-
DA seeured Rs 1,88,970.18
wrore in investments through
165 MoUs, exceeding its tar-
getby236.21%. Thisinvest-
‘ment is expected 1o create
around 453,339 jobs. Simi-
larly, ot the GBC 4.0, invest-
ments worth Rs 45,148.41

pected to attract Rs 3,800
crore in investment and gen-
erate 15,000 jobs. These ini-
tiatives are maung Uttar
Pradesh a major hub for
glabal investors, driving the
state's economy to new
heights.

The Noida International
Airport, being developed
over 1334 hectares in Jewar,
is based on the PPP muodel.
In the first phase, Zurich
Airport Tnternitional AG is
i ting Rs 5,730 crove o
build an airport with a 12-
million-passenger capacity,
sel to become operational
by 2025

To enhance conneetivity, a
72.26 km-long Regional
Rapid Transit System
(RRTS) will link Jewar Air-

cluster-based devel

crote were impl lon port with Ghaziabad, Greater
the ground, surpassing the  In FY 2023-24 um’.! gm.; a5, Noida, and Yamuna Au-
goalbv103:19% md helping 152 industrial units have  thority. The Detailed Project
genente 1,32,663 job op-  bheen allotted land, paving  Report (DPR) for this Rs
pertunities. the way foran investmentof 20,637 crore project has
Over the past eight years,  Rs 2752199 ¢rore and ere-  been submitted to the Gov-
YEIDA has developed ating 16,405 jobs. ernment of India.
MSME parks, Toy City, In Sector-28, a Medical Additionally, an Interna-
Handicraft Park, Apparel Device Park is being devel-  tional Film City is being de-
Park. DataCenterPark, and  oped ata cost of Rs 43940 veloped over 1,000 acres in
Medical Device Park foster-  crore, with 74 plots already  Sects - In the first phase,
ingindustry growth through  allotted. This project is ex-  Bayview Projects LLP is con-

Delhi Cong expresses concern
over sanitation worker’s death
while cleaning manhole

Staff Reporter
__ NewDehi
ngress president
Devender Yadav has ex-
preaic(l CONeerT over Sk
tation werker's death while
cleaming manhole ut Friends
Colony, saving two other

workers h
pitalised in serious condi-
tion which exposes the ime
sponsible and reckdess man-
ner in which the Dethi Jal
Board (DJB) conducts its
maintenance work.

Yadav said that both the
BJP and AAP governments

Their Reh

of the dend
pitalised workers,

He said thatif these works
ers entered the manhole to
repair & DJB pipeline with-
out permission, then itwasa
dangerous precedent asany-
bod;

d the two hos-

v could aceess DB util-

ities and creale sabotage

al capital , poor people are
foreed to enter manholes
and drins/sewers without
any protective gear to put
their lives in peril, as all
these works should have
been mechanised long ago.

He said that the Delhi
Congress has been demand-
ing fora very long tirme that
it was violation of human
rights to foree helpless, poor
people to do manual elean-
ing of manholes and sewers
without any protection, as
over the past 15 vears, a to-
tul uE 04 pmpl-- have died

NDMC adopts
modular rainwater
harvesting technology

structing on 230 acres, aim- Staff Reparter Chahal attended aameet-
ing to boost employment New Delhi ing on Water Logging Pre-
and commercial activities.  The NDMC is set to imple-  vention and the Jal Sanchay
These projects willenbance  ment the modular pit tech-  ~ Jan Bhagidari” Initiative,
tourisny, duringand  nology for rail har-  organisd by the Ministry of
exports, contributing to the  vesting, n.mj'umng As conr  Jal Shakti, Department of
region's structural growth.  mitment wa-  Water here on
Similarly, a Heritage City  ter management. Tuesday.
is being developed near Shri NDMC vice-chairman NDMC chairman Keshay
Banke Bihari Temple, fea-  Kuljeet Singh Chahal in-  Chandrawhoalsoattended
turing Greenfield connee-  formed that NDMC has al-  the mesting presented a de-

tivity, a riverfront, and a
yoga centér, as per the Braj
Vikas Parishad’s recom-
mendations. This project
aims to boost tourism and
preserve cultoral heritage.

To supporl Jewar Air-
port's growing logisties de-
mund, a Logistics Park is
being developed in Tappal-
Bujna, with the DPR ap-
proved and land acquisition
in progress.

Additionally, a 200-acre
Fintech Park in Sector-11
and a Toy Park in other ar-
eas are being developed to
attract investments and cre-
ate jobopportunities. In Sec-
tar-10, & 1,000-acte Semi-
conductor and EMC Park is
planned, with & 200-acre
proposal already submitted
to the C of Idin.

eady developed 272 rain-
water harvesting (RWH)
pits, induding 167 conven-
tional pits and 105 modular
pits. Additionally, 182 RWH
pits have been cleaned, with
full maintenance tobe com-
pleted by May 30. 2027 'l'n

tailed powerPoint presen-
tation outlining key strate-
gies for effective flood man-
agementand raimvater con-
servation in the NDMC area.
To optimize water utiliza-
tion, the NDMC has initiat-
od rainwater harvesting

He said NDMC has iden-
tified 27 major waterlog-
ging paints, including Pu-
rana Quila Road, Golf Link,
Lodhi Colony, Africa Av-
enue, AIIMS Flyover, BKS
Marg. Connsiight Place, and
Vinay Marg, where RWH
installations are planned to
mmhat \vnleriugx;ing rmd

further enhance (RWH) 0SS it ju-
tion efforts, 95 new RWH  risdiction, adopting modular
_pits, each with 8 30 KL ca-  ramwater harvesting (RWH)
pucity, have been con-  pts

structed, These pits require mini-

mal use of bricks and ce-
ment, reducing construe-
tion  costs, and  use
polypropylene  modules
wrapped in geo-textile for
improved vater quality. The
load-Bearing structures al-
low dual-use of land for
parking or parks, and their
high void ratio ensures 95%
water stotage capacity.

Mabhila Pragatisheel Association & Bharat Vikas Parlshad
distribute child-friendly materials at Swami Dayanand Hospital

aimied at enhancing the well-
being of children, the Mahi-
Ta Pragatishee] Associati
and Bharat Vikas Parishad,
Vivek Vihar, onganized a spe-
cial distribution event at
Swami Dayanand Hospital.
The arganizations provided
high-quality, chitd-friendly
eartoon posters in virious
wards ofthe Paediatrics and
Pedistrics Department lo
create i comforting and
cheerful environment for
young patients.
Additionally, to support
the treatment and rehabili-
tation of mentally and phys-
amll vh. mldlmppml«.h ildren,

skill development, ensuring
that thldmn \\nlh 5 eaal

have falled to implement the  withoutany checksand bal-  while in Del-
Manual Scavengers and  ances, which only exposes i with the. dead getting no

litation Act, DiBsi ibleand reck- i from the gov-
2013 or their rehabilitation.  less manner of functioning,  emment agencies concerned
He demanded proper com- Yadav said that it was  or the contractors engaged
pensation for the next of kin -~ shacking that in thenation-  for such works.

donated 4
range of suitable toys at the
District Early Intervention
Center (DIC), These toys
were carefilly selected to
aid in cognitive and motor

el its genercsity to newhorn
babies at the hospital.
Clothes and blankets were
distributed to ensure their
warmth and comfor, re-

'Hate' tweets: Delhi HC refuses to stay case against
Delhi minister Kapil Mishra says 'no need’

_ New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday refused to stay
the trial court proceed-
ings against Delhi Law
Minister Kapil Mishra for
allegedly posting objec-
tionable tweets during the
2020 assembly elections,

Justice Ravinder Dude-
Jja issued notice to Delhi
Police on the BIP leader's
plen challenging a sessions
court order that dismissed
his petition against the
summons of a magisterial
court in the case.

"There is no feed to stay
the trial court proceed-
ings. Thereis no stoppage
of proceedings. This court
does nof feel it (is) neces-
sary to stay the proceed-
ings. The trial court is at
liberty te proeeed further
with the matter,” the judge
said.

The high court granted
four weeks to the police to
file its response to the pe-
tition and posted the hear-
ing on May 19.

The hearing is slated to
come up in the trial court
on March 20.

Mishra posted alleged
objectionable statements
on social media an Janu-

from his X
handie, then Twitter, in
connection with the Delhi
assembly elections.

A complaint was filed
against himn by the re-
turning officer, based on
which an FIR was regis-
tered.

The sessions court on
March 7 expressed "com-

On Tuesday, senior ad-

vocate Mahesh Jeth-
malani, appearing for
Mishra, said Section
125 of the Act was a

able offence and the FIR
could not be registered
without following the pro-
cedure under Section
55(2) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

He said there was no

£.
fence and the FIR
could not be regis-
tered without follow-
ing the procedure
under Section 155(2)
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

I
plete agreement” with the

magisterial eourt that the
complaint filed by the re-
turning officer was suffi-
cient to take cognisance of
the offence under Section
125 (promoting enmity be-
tween classes in connee-
tion with election) of the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act.

On Tuesday, senior ad-
vocste Mahesh Jeth-
i, appearing for
hra, said Section 125 of
the Act was & non-cognis-

to any two com-
munities or groups in the
bweets -- a prerequisite of
Section 125 of the RP Act.

heallgel tweetswern
neither intended to pro-
mote enmity between dif-
ferent classes dor any such
situation was created dur-
ing that period, Juth-
malami argued.

Mishra’s tweets, he said,
were posted during the
eleetions to criticise the
"anti-social and anti-na-
tional” elements wheo in-
tended to spoil the at-
mosphere under the guise
of anti-Citizenship
Amendment Act move-
ment.

He said in the tweets,
Mishra was trying to'say
that if anyone attempted
to divide the nation, there
were nationalists who
wonld prevent it.

The prosecutor appear-

ing for Delhi Police op-
posed the petition and
said the tweets were in-
tended to promote hutred
between two religious
communities.

Hesaid there were eon-
current findings of two
courts on the issue and
Mishra's arguments could
be taken up ut the stage of
framing of charges.

Jethmalani insisted on
the stay of the proceedings
in the trial court an the
ground that if framing of
charges would tarnish his
client’s repiitation besides
prejudicing his Tights.

Thie bigh court, howev-
er, said Mishra was not
going to be prejudiced and
in ease a favourable find-
ing came in the case, all
proceedings would go
away.

"Let the proceedings
continue. You won't be
prejuidiced due to the con-
tinuation of the trial. No
need tostay the trial. Sor-
ry. Renotify on May 9. In
the meantime, the trial
court may continue with
the proceedings,” it said.

The senior counsel then
requested for a directio
to the trial court that ifit
proceeds with framing of
charges, it should not be
influenced by the abser-
vations of the sessions
court made on the merits
of the case.

Justice Dudeja said, "It
is made clear that while
considering the guestion
of framing of charges, the
trial ¢ourt will make inde-

pendent assessment on
the basis of the submis-
sions made by the respee-
tive sides.”

The sessions court dis-
missed Mishra’s revision
petition on March 7 and
said his statements ap-
peared to be "a brazen at-
tempt to promote enmity
on the grounds of religion
by way of indirectly refer-
ring to a couniry which
unfortunately in common
parlance is often used to
denote the members of a
particular religion™:

Tts otder went an to add,
“The word Pakistan is very
skilfully weaved by the re-
visionist in his alleged
statements to spew ha-
tred, careless Lo commu-
nal polarisation that may
ensue in the election cam-
paign, only ta garner
votes."

It had rejected as "sim-
ply preposterous and out-
rightly untenable”
Mishra's argument that
his alleged statement did
not refer to any caste,
community, religion, race
and language but men-
tioned a country, which
was not prohibited under
Section 125 of the RP Act.

The sessions court
found an “implicit refer-
ence” to a particular coun-
le from an "unmis-
taken innuendo te per-
sons of a particular reli-
gious community” that
could be "effortlessly un-
derstood even by a lay~
man, let alone by a rea-
sonahle man”.

flecting the humammn:m
spirit of the i

Mrs, Saro] Gupta, M
Shashi Gupta, Mrs. Shas
Kiran Chaudhary, and Ki

the members of Mahila Pra-
gatisheel Association and
Bhnrm Vums Parishad em-

i at. They exps

their immense happiness in
being part of thisnoble cruse
andappreciated the efforts of
the hogpital staff for their
dedication to child health-
care.

The visiting delegation ex-
tended heartfelt gratitude to
Dr. Surendra Bisht, Dr.
Sandesp Dugga
Jaswant Singh, Dr.

d their
commitment to social wel-
fare and healtheare initia-
tives. They reiterated their
goal of creating a child-
friendly and nurturing envi-
ronment in hospitals, én-
suring that young paticnts
receive not just medical care
but alsp emotional and psy-
chological suppoit.

This compassionate ini-

dsasa

Dr. Praveen, Dr.
and Dr. Deepaniali for their
unwavering commitiment to
pediatriccare. They ﬂm ae-
knowledged the

1o the power of community
service and the impact of
collctive efforts in making o

di inthe

involved

“Ihe event was graced by
distinguished members of
1AS Vivek Vihar MPS, in-
cluding Mr. Rajesh Goyal,
Mr. Yogesh Verma, Mirs. Ritu
Bhatia, Mrs. Sunita Arora,

off fumnfhlrm»ml stafl mem-
ber Awadhesh Dhama and
student volunteer Shaloni
Pancley, whose contributions
played a crucial role in the
success of the event,
Speaking on thie occaston,

Cong vows to make DCC units
focal point of organisation
district chiefs to meet in Delhi

New Delhi

The Congress will hold
meetings with its district
unit presidents from across
the country for three days,
ahead of its AICC session, to
deliberate on how to em-
power the district units and
make them the focal point of
the organisation.

The District Congress
Committee (DCC) presi-
dents will meet on March 27,
28 and April 3 in three
batches at the Indira Gand-
hi Bhawan here, Congress
general seeretary in-charge
communications Jairam
Ramish told reportersafter
party president Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi
el party general secretaries

and in-charges of various

The party's top brass
deliberated on ways to
strengthen the organi-
sation and review the
preparations for the
AICC session set to
take place on April 8

and 9 in Ahmedabad.
——

told reporters after the meet-
ing at Indira Gandhi
Bhawan.

AICC general secretaries
Ramesh, K C Venugopal,
Ajay Maken, Bhupesh
Baghel, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Ramesh Chennitha-
In, Mukul Wasnik, Knmari
Selja, Jitendra Singh, Sachin
Filot, Avinash Pande, Ran-
llc(-p Surjewala and Deepa

shi, among others,

states.

The party’s top brass de-
liberated on ways to
strengthen the organization
and review the preparations
for the AICC session set to
take place on April 8 and o
in Ahmedabad.

This will be the fourth
AICCsession inGujaml with
the 1907 session in Surat, the
1938 session in Haripuri
and the 1961 session in
Bhavnagar.

"The meeting on March
27,28 and April 3 will focus
on how to bring the party’s
district units at the centre of
the a)rgmuhanuu n Bela-
gavi, the "Nav Satyagrahia
h.mknlp had stated that

strengthening the ‘organi-
sation. In line with that, this
meeting of DCCs will be
Thedd for thires days,” Ramiesh

were present at the meeting
held at the party headquar-
ters here.

Wasnik said that Gujarat
holds a special place in the
Indépendence siruggleas it
was there that the Dandi
March and the Bardoli
Satyagraha took place.

“This year, the country
will celebrate Sarda Vallab-
hishai Patel's 150th birth an-
niversary and this (AICC)
session being held in Guiarat
should be seen in that con-
text, hesaid.

The Congress leader also
said, “On Apnl 8, an ex-
tended CWC (Congress
Working Comumiittee) meel-
ing will take place. The AICC
resolution will be deliberat-
ed upon and a finsl shape
will be given to it. On April
g, it will be presented before
the session.”

lives of children. The event
conetuded with a renewed
pledge by all stakeholders to
continue their collaborative
efforts in promoting the well-
being of underprivileged and
special-needs children.

Eight Bawaria gang
members sentenced
to 10 years in jail for
2016 robbery case
Gurugra:

A court here on Tuesday
sentenced eight members
of the Bawaria gang o ten
vears of rigomus imprison-
ment in connection with a
2016 robbery case, police
said.

The court of Additionnl
Sessions Judge Punit Sehgal
also imposed o fine of Rs
10,000 o each eomvict, they
said.

Accordingto police, the
gang members attempted a
rohbery in Nainwal village
on the night of August 10,
2016, They knocked on the
door of a house, and when
the owneropened it, they as-
satilted him.

However, the house own-
er managed to shut the doar,
foreing the aceused to flee,
they saicl,

An FIR was registered at
ar potice station, and
tions revealed that
the same gang had carried
out another robbery in Sa-
hatavan village on the same
night, assaulting s family. a
police officer said.

Acase was registered with
sections rdated to robbery
and the Arms Act, he said,

The acensed - Jai Bhag-
wan, Rajbir alias Nahar
Singh, both residents of Jha-

iar district, Raka alias Ji-
tendra, Sunil alias Sagar,
and Naresh alias Sandeep,
the three residents of Far-
ritkhabad, Uttar Pradesh,
Lambu alias Tuli from Farid-
abad, and Munna alias
Lucky and Hemant alias
Dharm of Najafgarh, Delhi -
- were arrested, he added,
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Kejriwal declares all-out war
against drugs, public movement
to begin from April 1

Ludhiana/Chandigarh

am Aadmi Party
(AAP)  Nation-
al Convenor and

Dethi  Chief Minister
Arvind  Kejriwal ad-
dressed a huge rally in
Ludhiana, focusing on
Punjab’s progress un-
der AAP’s governance.
Highlighting the fight
against drug abuse, the
renovation of the Civil
Hospital, and
ernment’ i e ac-
tions against corruption

and organized crime,
Kejriwal emphasized
AAP's  dedication  lo
building a prosperous
and drug-free Punjab.
He announced trans-
formative initiatives like
village sports grounds,
anti-drone systems to
counter  cross-border
drug smuggling. and a
state-wide drug census
to provide targeted re-
habilitation for addicts.

Former Delhi CM
Arvind  Kejriwal  ex-
pressed gratitude to all
those present at today's
rally in Ludhiana. Dur-
ing his address, he paid
homage to the late Lu-
dhiana West MLA Gur-
preet Gogi, wha passed.
away untimely. “I pray
to God for peace to his
soul,” Kejriwal said sol-
emnly.

The rally marked the
inauguration of Ludhia-
na Civil Hospital's reno-
vation. Highlighting the
transformation, Kejriwal
stated, “The Civil Hospi-
tal has been completely
rejuvenated and is now
a magnificent facility.
Those who visited ear-
lier know the dreadful
state Congress, BJP, and
Akali Dal left it in, along
with 30,000 rats over
their 30 years of misrule.
Today, through the ef-
forts of AAP and Sanjeev
‘Arora Ji. the hospital has
become a symbol of pro-
gress.”

On this occasion, Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann, AAP Punjab
President Aman Arora,
Cabinet Ministers, AAP
MLAs, leaders and thou-
sands of people were
also present.

Kejriwal emphasized
AAP’s ongoing health
revolution in  Punjab,
pointing 'to the repair
of hospitals and the es-
tablishment of mohalla
clinies. “Every hospital
in Punjab will be im-
proved, and a major
health revolution is un-
derway,” he declared.

Addressing Punjab's
critical drug problem,
Kejriwal criticized pre-
vious governments for
their role in spreading
narcotics. “Drugs didin't
originate in Punjab. We

know which party’s

ministers  distributed
drugs to every house-
hold for money. They
destroyed an entire gen-
eration,” he remarked.
Kejriwal also called out
opposition leaders for
making false promis-
es. “A former CM swore
on the Gutka Sahib to
eradicate drugs in four
weeks but didn’t even
step out of his house for
five years while the drug
trade flourished.”

Heasserted that AAP's
government is taking
unprecedented  action
against drug trafficking.
“We've declared a war
on drugs. You can see
this war unfolding over
the past 20 days as the
homes of major drug
smugglers are being de-
molished by bulldozers.
Huge quantities of drugs
worth crores have been
seized. For the first time,
a government has dared
to confront these smug-
glers head-on,” Kejriwal
said.

Highlighting the threat
from Pakistan, Kejriwal
revealed, “70% of drugs
in Punjab come from
Pakistan via drones. To
counter this, anti-drone
systems are being pro-
cured. Any drone en-
tering Indian territory
will be shot down.” Ad-
ditionally, 5000 new
police personnel will be
recruited and stationed
along the border in col-
laboration with the BSF.

Kejriwal announced a
statewide public move-
ment against drugs
starting April 1. “When
the 3 crore people of
Punjab rise, these smug-
glers will have nowhere
to hide,” he proclaimed.
He urged AAP work-
ers, MLAS, ministers,
and even CM Bhagwant
Mann to visit villages
and spread awareness,

To rehabilitate
drug-affected  youth,
Kejriwal promised treat-
ment facilities and the
creation of sports infra-
structure across Pun-
jab.  “We'te building
playgrounds and gvms
in every village. For ex-

ample, volleyball courts

have been completed
in 87 villages of Tarn
Taran,” he shared.

Kejriwal praised Pun-
jab Police’s efforts in the
drug war, urging citizens
to report drug activities
via the confidential help-
line (9779100200). He
announced a state-wide
drug census. to ident-
fy affected households
and ensure proper treat-
ment.

Referring to anti-na-
tional activities, Kejri-
wal highlighted recent
actions by Punjab Po-
lice. “Yesterday, the
terrorist who threw a
grenade at the Amritsar
xemple was neultr ed.
In Jalandhar, another
attacker was injured in
police action. Gangsters
and criminals are fleeing
Punjab as they ave feel-
ing fear under our gov-
ernment.

Kejriwal also  ad-
ressed corruption,
warning  official to
mend their ways. “Cor-

ruption will not be tol-
erated. The system is be-
ing overhauled to make
corruption  impossible.
Recently, 17 tehsildar:

were suspended for cor-
ruption,” he revealed.
K

riwal reiterated
AAP's commitment to
urban development. “We
will fix broken roads in
every village and city. In
Punjab’s 166 cities, well
ensure clean drinking
waler, proper sewerage,
sanitation, streetlights,
and functional roads,”
he assured. Additional-
1y, health cards will be
issued to all Punjabis,
ensuring free treatment
for those without Ayush-
man cards.

Kejriwal concluded by
expressing  confidence
in Sanjecv Arora as the
candidate for Ludhidna
West. “The corrupt gov-
ernments are gone, and
an honest government is
here to serve the people,
AAP is committed to de-
livering on every prom-
ise and transforming
Punjab into a prosper-
ous state,” he affirmed.

After meeting with SAD leaders Harjinder
Dhami agrees to resume duties as SGPC chief

Hoshiarpur (Punjab)

tive committee of the

Shiromani ~ Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
rejected his resignation
as the president of the
apex gurdwara body,
Harjinder Singh Dhami
on Tuesday agreed to re-
sume his duties as SGPC
chief.

The development
comes after Shiromani
Alakil Dal (SAD) work-
ing president Balwinder
Singh Bhundar and par-
ty's senior leader Sukh-
bir Singh Badal met
Dhami at his residence
here and urged him to
withdraw his resigna-
tion.

The executive com-
mittee of the SGPC on
Monday had rejected the
resignation of Dhami
and appealed to him to
immediately resume his
duties as the SGPC pres-
ident.

Speaking to reporters
in Hoshiarpur, Dhami
said he will resume du-
ties as the SGPC chief in
aday or two.

B : 1

He said SGPC mem-
bers. 'Singh Sahibans',
and Akali Dal leaders
had been urging him to
withdraw his resigna-
tion.

Dhami  further said
that the SGPC execu-
tive committee, through
a resolution passed on
Monday, had rejected
his resignation.

"Today, senior leaders,
including Sukhbir Badal,
Balwinder Singh Bhund-
ar, Janmeja Singh Sek-
hon, and several SGPC

ﬂ](‘l“b[‘l’s, were pl‘CS[‘“t.
T respect their decision,
and T will resume my
duties in service of the
‘Panth’," he said.

Earlier, SAD work-
ing president Bhundar,
while dubbing Dhami an
honest and capable lead-
er, urged him to with-

-aw his resignation and
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Nayab Singh Saini has
sought from the Centre
an exemption in GST on
ten agricultural imple-
ments used in crop res-
idue management.

He has written a let-
ter in this regard to Un-
ion Finance Minister
Nirmala  Sitharaman
and Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.

In his letter, Saini
highlighted that farmers
of Haryana play a crucial
role in the nation's food
reserves, with the state
being a leader in the ag-
ricultural sector.

However, in recent

years, stubble burning
has become a major is-
sue, adversely impacting
the health of the people,
an official  statement
quoted him as saying in
the letter.

Given the seriousness
ol the issue, it is being
closely monitored by the
Supreme Court and the
Air Quality Commission,
itsaid.

The chief minister said
that Haryana's farmers
are adopling advanced
technologies and utiliz-
ing the latest agricultur-
al implement for crop
residue management.

Over the past few
years, both Government
of India and the state

providing subsidies on
machinery for crop res-
idue management.

In 2024, there was a
39 per cent reduction
in stubble burning inci-
dents compared to 2023.
To further address this
issue, the state govern-
ment has developed an
action plan for 2025

vision for a subsidy of
approximately Rs 200
crare for the purchase
of crop residue manage-
ment machines.

The total eost of these
machines is expected to
be around Rs 500 crore,
with an additional bur-
den of about Rs 60 crore
on farmers due to GST

Saini has requested
Ministry of Finance and
Corporate  Affairs  to
grant GST exemption on
agricultural implement
used for crop residue
management, sw as
rotavators, dise harrows,
cultivators, zero drills,
super seeders,  straw
balers, hay rakes, slash-
ers, reaper binders, and
tractor-mounted spray
pumps.

The chief minister em-
phasized that if the cen-
tral government grants
this exemption, it will
encourage farmers 1o
adopl these technolo-
gies more widely, help-
ing prevent air pollution
caused by crop residue

government have been

which includes a pro-

(12 per cent), he wrote. burning.

@& KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS!

For the convenience of passengers Railways have decided to run several post Holi Festival Special trains
from Delhi area stations, the date wise listof the same is as under:-

SPECIAL TRAINS RUNNING ON 19.03.2025 (WEDNESDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS

Dept. Arr.

»

Time |  Station Te ime Stoppages
g Govindpurl, Prayagraj Jn... Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram,
03608 Deihl.dn. 08:55 GayaJn. | 00:30 | pon On Sone & Anugrah Narayan Rcad Stations
Kanpur Gentral, Prayagra) Jn., PL. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Paina ., Paina Sahab,
’ ; a0 | FatuMa, Knusropur, Bakhiyarpur Jn., Barh, Mokame, Hathidah Jn., Barhiya, Luckeesarai ., Kiul dn.,
e Hakiiin 1335|  MaldaTown | 17:30 |\ e Abhaipur, Dharhara, Jamalpur dn., Bariarpur, Sultanganj, Biwgalpur, Kaheigaon, Sahibgan n.,
Jn. & New Farakka Jn. Stations
Delh Gert., Gurgaon, Rewar Jn., Alwar, Bandikul Jn., Gandhinagar Jalpur, Jalpur dn., Kishangarh,
08004 Dalhi Jn. 13:06| Mumbai Central | 13:30 | Ajmer Jn., Beawas, Mawar Jn., Faina, Pindwara, Abu Foad, Palenpur Jn., Mahesana Jn.,
Sabamati BG, Vadodara Jn., Udhna Jn., Vaisad, Vap) & Borlvall Stations
02436 New Deihi 08:30|  Patnadn | 20:10 | Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Central, Prayagral Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Burar & Ara Stations
02384 New Delhi 13:20| Rajendra Nager | 07:45 | Govindpurl, Prayagra Jn., PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jr., Buxar, Ara, Danapur & Patna Jn. Stations
: | Govindpuri, Prayagra) Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya n., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Paina Jn., Bakhtiyarpur Jn,
04068 New Delni 1400)  Bhagalpur | 1380 | yykamia, Hathidah Jn., Luckessaral Jn., KiulJn, Abhiaipur, Jamalpur Jn, & Sultangan] Stations
Ghazlabad, Moradabad, Barellly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Bast, Gorakhpur Jn.,
08578 AnandVinar (1) | 05:45|  Seharsadn, | 10:30 ., Bagaha, Jn., Raxaul Jn., Balragnia, Sitamarhi, Janakpur Road,
Darbhanga Jn., Sakri Jn., Jhanijharpur, Ghogardiha,Nirmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari Stations
Etawah, Kanpur Central, Alshbagh, Badshahnagar, Barabanki Jn., Gonda Jn., Mankapur Jn.,
05308 Anand Viner (T) 00:20 Chhapra 22:50 | Babhnan, Bastl, Khalilabad, Gorakhpur, Kaptanganj Jn., Padrauna, Tamkuhi Road, Thawe Jn. &

Siwan Jn. Stations

SPECIAL TRAINS RUNNING ON

20.03.2025 (THURSDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS

— — — lun | 19100 | Ghazabad, prusrmahm Barellly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, Gonda Jn., Gorakhpur &
" . | Govindpur, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehrl On Sone &
03698 Dalhi Jn. 0855)  Gayaln. | 0030 | anucvi Narayan Road Stations
02436 New Delfi 08:30 Patna Jn. 20:10 | Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stations
02304 New Defhi 13:20 | Rajendra Nagar | 07:45 | Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Desh Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur & Paina Jn. Stations
Ghaziabad, Moradabad Jn., Barellly Jn., Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, Gonda Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur,
04028 Anand Vihar (T) 23:85 Jogbani 03:00 | Deoria Sadar, Siwan Jn., Chhapra, Sonpur Jn., Hajipur Jn., Shahpur Patoree, Barauni Jr., Begusarai,
Khagaria Jn,, Naugachia, Katihar Jn., Purnea Jn., Arariya & Forbesgan] Jn. Stations.
Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur Jn.,
05578 Anand Vihar (T) | 05:15| Saharsadn. | 10:80 | Kaptangan] Jn., Bagaha, Narkatiagan] Jn., Raxaul Jn., Bairagnia, Sitamarhi, Janakpur Road,
Darbhanga Jn., Sakri Jn., Jhanjharpur, Ghogardiha, Nirmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari Stations
Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, Burhwal, Ganda Jn., Basti, Khalilabad, Gerakhpur Jn.,
05114 Anand Viher {T) 16:00 Chhapra 14:00 | Kaptangan] Jn., Padrauna, Tamkuhl Road, Thawe Jn., Dighwa Dubaull, Mashrakh & Chhapra Kacher!
Stations
oAGHS AnardVibar (@) | a0 M ¢ dn. | os:00 | Moradsbad, Barsily, Shahjshanpiir Sitapur Jn, Gondia Jn., Gorakhpur, Kaptangan] Jn., Nerkatiagan Jn,

Sagaull dn, & Bapudham Motiher} Stations

Delhi Jn.

SPECIAL TRAINS RUNNING ON 21.03.2025 (FRIDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS
05088

14:00]  Gorakhpur Jn. [ 06:25

Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Sitapur Jn., Burhwal Jn., Gonda Jn., Basti, & Khalilabad Stations

Govindpur, Prayagrej Jn.. Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Denri On Sone

03698 Delni Jn, 08:55 Gayadn. | 0030 | g Anuerah Narayan Foad Stations
04146 Delhi Jn. 09:30 Subedarganj | 19:40 | Aligarh Jn., Tundla Jn., Etawah, Govindpuri & Fatshpur Stations
04022 New Delhi 14:00 | Gorakhpur dn. | 05:00 Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda Jdn. & Basli Stations
03256 Anand Vihar (T) 23:30 Patna Jn. 18:35 | Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Jn., Buxar, Ara & Danapur Stations
Bareilly, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur Jn.,
05578 Anand Vihar (T) | 05:15|  Sah J 10:30 i Jn., Bagaha, iaganj Jn., Raxaul Jn., Bairagnia, Sitamarhi, Janakpur Read,
Darbhanga Jn., Sakri Jn., Jhanjharpur, Ghogardiha, Nirmall, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari Stations
il AvandVinar (T) | 820 Muzatfarpur dn; | 68:00 f“ﬁé'ﬁ:‘l?ﬂf?&ﬁ?ﬂ Jn., PL. Dean Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra, Sanpur Jn.
Tundia Jn,, Etawah Jn., Govindpuri, Fatehpur, Prayagraj Jn., Mirzapur, PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.,
odo12 Anand Vinar () | 00:30 Howrah 03:00 | Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehri On Sone, Anugrah Narayan Road, Gaya, Koderma, Dhanbad, Asansal,

Durgapur, Barddhaman & Bandel Jn. Stations.

SPECIAL TRAINS RU

NNING ON 22.03.2025 (SATURDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS

Gavindpuri, Prayagraj Jn.. Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehrl On Sone &

03898 Delhi Jn. 08:56 Gaya Jn. 00:30 Anugrah Narayan Road Stations ‘
Delhi Cant, Gurgaon, Rewari Jn., Alwar, Bandikui Jn,, Gandhinagar Jaipur, Jaipur Jr., Kishangarh,
08004 Delhi Jn. 13:05| Mumbai Central [ 13:30 | Ajmer Jn., Beawar, Marwar Jn., Faina, Pindwara, Abu Road, Palanpur Jn., Mahesana Jn.,
‘Sabarmati BG, Vadodara Jn., Udhna Jn., Valsad, Vapl & Borivali Stations
02394 New Delhi 13:20 | Rajendra Nagar | 07:45 | Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn.. Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ars, Danapur & Patna Jn. Stations
Tundia Jn,, Etawah Jn., Govindpuri, Fatehpur, Prayagral Jn., Mirzapur, PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.,
Qacio Anand Vihar (T) 00:30 Howrah Jn. 03:00 | Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehri On Sone, Anugrah Narayan Road, Gaya Jn., Kodarma, Dhanbad Jn.,
Asansal Jn., Durgapur, Barddhaman & Bandel Stations
Moradabad, Shahjahanpur, Hardoi, Lucknow Jn., Gondla Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur Jn., Bagaha,
05284 Anand Vihar (T) 07:00| Muzaffarpur Jn. | 04:50 | Harinagar, Narkatiaganj Jn., Bettiah, Sagalill Jn., Bapudham Motihari, Pipra, Chakia, Mehs| &
Motipur Stations
Etawah, Kanpur Cantral, Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Barabanki Jn., Gonda Jn., Mankapur Jn.,
05306 Anand Vinar (T) | 00:20 Chhapra | 22:50 | Babhnan, Bast, Khalllabad, Gorakhpur, Kaptangan] Jn., Padrauna, Tamkuhi Road, Thawa Jn, &

Siwan Jn. Stations

ECIAL TRAINS RUNNING O

N 23.03.2025 (SUNDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS

‘Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehri On Sane &

i Sy 03698 i dn. : Gaya dn. g
resume his duties as the Demlin ons 9030 | Anugrah Narayan Road Siations
SGPC president. X 02394 New Dalhi 18:20_Rajendra Nagar | 07:45 Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Dean Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.. Buxar, Ara, Danapur & Patna Jn. Stations

Badal wele Ghazlabad, Moradabad, Barellly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jr., Bast), Gorakhpur Jn.,
Dhqm: s _decmoq and 05578 Anand Vihar (T) | 0515 Sah . | 10:30 Jn,, Bagaha, Jn,, Raxaul Jn,, Balragnia, Sitamarh), Janakpur Road,
pralxsed his con]miurmc]?lt Darbhanga Jn., Sakri Jn., Jhanjharpur, Ghogardiha,Nirmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari Stations
to the party and the Sikh indpur, P jJn., Pt Deen Dayal Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra,
community. . 05220 AnandVihar (T) | 08:00 | Muzatfarpur dn. | 00:4S | g0 '8 Hajipur Jn. Stations
"There are very few in- ‘Aligarh Jn., Tundla Jn., Gavindpuri, Prayagral Jn,, PL Dean Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara,

dividuals with a historic G AvendVihar (7). | 17:20|  Kamakhyauin. | pauag | D2aRU Patiiputra, Hajipur in. Beraunl dn., Begu Saral, Khagaria Jn., Naugachia, Katiar Jr.

background like Dhami
Sahib and his family. At
a lime when the Sikh
community is facing s
rious challenges, unity is
essential. Our strength
comes from our Gurd-
waras and Takhts. The
Sikh community must

stand united,"  Badal
id.

He further lauded
Dhami's leadership,

stating that the SGPC
functioned  effectively
under his tenure.

Barsol Jn., Kishangari, New Jalpaiguri, New Gooch Behar, Tufanganj, Golakganj Jn., Gauripur,
Bilasipara, Abhayapuri Assam & Gioalpara Town Stations

TRA RUNNING ON 24

02394 New Delhi 13:20] _Rajendra Nagar | 07:45 | Govindpurl, Prayagraj Jn.. Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara. Danapur & Patna Jn. Stations
03256 Anand Vinar T) | 23:30 PanaJn. | 18:3 | Govindpur, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara & Danapur Stations

§ . | Govindpuri, Prayagral Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehri On Son &
02398 Anand Vihar (T) | 08:20 Gayaun. | 0030 | anygran Narayan Road Stations
03258 Anand Vihar (T) | 05:00 Danapur 20:45 | Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stations

For any kind of information & detailed time-table etc.,

passengers are requested to contact

RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or may visit Indian Railways
website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.
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OPINION

l

By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

The solution will not
come only through de-
bate. There should be a
law in the constitution
that no state or state
government can make
its own personal chang-
es on the things used
or d

I TOP STORY, DetHI, WEDNESDAY 19 MarcH 2025 I

Controversy over the Rupee (X) symbol:
Respect for language or political gimmick?

ravida Munnetra
Kazhagam has
also been vocal in

opposing the imposition
of Hindi and protecting
the identity of the Tamil
language. Now Dravida
Munnetra  Kazhagam
has raised objections re-
garding the rupee sym-
bol (). The party says
that this symbol does
not give proper place
to Indian culture and
especially South Indian
identity. Is the objec-
tion of Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam and some
other regional parties
regarding the symbol
of Indian currency (X)
really a language-relat-
ed dispute, or is it just a
political strategy? There
are many aspects to this
question. Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam and
some other South Indi-
an parties argue that the
rupee symbol is inspired
by the Devanagari letter
"D," which gives priori-
ty to Hindi and ignores
other Indian languages.
However, Uday Kumar
Dhnram ar Guwahati),

ly. Doing so should be
considered treason, and
the person responsi-
ble should be removed
from his post. The con-
troversy over the rupee
() symbol is not limited
to language and cultural
identity, but a big polit-
ical game is also visible
behind it.

who d d this sym-
bol said that its design
is inspired by both Deva-
nagari “[1" and Roman
“R,” so that a mixture of
Indian and global iden-
tity can be shown. The
Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam has long been
against the imposition
of Hindi. In 1965, there
were big movements in
Tamil Nadu against the
proposal to make Hindi
the national language.
The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam has previous-
ly opposed the NEET
exam, the new education
poliey, and Hindi prefer-
ence in government jobs.
Now the controversy

over the rupee symbol is
an extension of the same
agenda of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam.

Hindi influence in the
rupee  symbol—Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam be-
lieves that the I svmbol
is msplred by the Deva-
nagan script letter “C1”

O0), giving priorily
to Hllldl while neglecting
other Indian languages.
Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam and some other
organizations in Tamil
Nadu argue that the ru-
gee symbol is inspired

v the Devanagari seript
letter *0O0” (DDO), giv-
ing priority to Hindi and
neglecting other Indian
languages, especially
the Dravidian languag-
es (Tamil, Telugu, Kan-
nada, and Malayalam).
They believe that the
currency symbol should
represent all Indian lan-
guages equally. There
is already a strong sen-
timent in the South In-
dian states against the
imposition of Hindi, and
this controversy can be
seen as an extension of
that. The party argues
that the Indian currency
symbal  should repre-
sent all languages and
cultures equally. The
Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam and other Tamil
organizations believe
that South Indian lan-
guages, including Tamil,
do not get the recogni-
tion they deserve at the
central level.

The Dravida Munnet-
ra Kazhagam and other
Tamil Nadu parties have
been protesting against
the imposition of Hindi
several times. The par-
ty has consistently ad-

vocated that the central
government should give
equal importance to all
Indian hnguages rath-
er than promoting any
one language (especially
Hindi). The politics of
the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam has revolved
around Tamil identity
and opposition to the
“Hindi dominance” of the
Centre. The issue began
with anti-Hindi move-
ments in the 1960s and
continues to this day.
The debate also arose
when the ¥ symbol was
adopted in 2010. The re-
of the issue by the
Dravida Munnetra  Ka-
zhagam may be a political
strategy to strengthen its
position on Tamil identi-
ty and mobilize the pub-
lic against the language
policies of the central
government.

Although some of the
objections of the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
may be justified, it would
not be right to consider it
entirely a language issue.
The Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam raises such
issues to strem,lhen its
position against the pol-
icies of the Center and
to sharpen its regional

politics. This controver-
sy may also be a way to
maintain the hold of the
Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam in Tamil Nadu
politics and to oppose
the “Hindi-Hindu™
agenda of the BJP. This
opposition of the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
is mainly a part of its Ta-
mil identity politics. The
party keeps raising such
issues to strengthen re-
gional identity in Tamil
Nadu and te eriticize the
policies of the central

government. The ¥ sym-
bol is not a symbol of
any one language, but it
has been designed keep-
ing in mind Indian cul-
ture and international
standards. This symbol
has already been accept-
ed all over the couniry,
so there is no practical
need to change it now.
Raising this issue seems
more like a well-planned
political strategy than a
real problem.

For the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam and
other regional parties,
this controversy is a
political opportunity
to capitalize on Tamil
identity and anti-Hindi
sentiments. By raising
this issue, the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
is accusing the central
government, especial-
ly the BJP, of imposing
Hindi supremacy. This
raises the issue of South
India versus North In-
dia, which gives more
support to the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam in
‘Tamil Nadu. It also gives
the opposition alliance
another weapon against
the BJP. In states like
Tamil Nadu, the issue
of regional identity and
language has a great im-
pact on elections. The
Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam can capitalize
on this as a major issue
for the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections and the 2026
assembly elections. The
Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam wants to send
a message to its core
vote base that it is pro-
tecting Tamil identity
and rights. Through this
controversy, the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
can try to increase its

identity and influence
in other states of South
India (Kerala, Karna-
taka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana), because in
these states too there is
oppusltlon to the impo-
sition of Hindi. There
is no need to change
the symbol of the rupee
because it is already m-
ternationally r

Breaking Time

Sudoku

‘What t

odo

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzle has only

correct solution.

a4

T

4 715

9

7

WN|N

and reflects the diversity
of India. This issue ac-
tually seems to be more
a part of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam's
anti-Centre polities and
strategy to strengthen
its hold in Tamil Nadu.

If we look at it pure-
ly from a design point
of view, the X symbol
is actually a mixture of
the Devanagari “(1” and
the Roman “R." 1t is
an attempt to combine
both English and Indian
identity. It would not be
right to say that it has
been made only for Hin-
di. The word “rupee” ex-
ists in many Indian lan-
guages, and the design
of ¥ matches all of them.
Do vou think this oppo-
sition to the ¥ symbol is
Justified, or is it just a
political strategy? The
controversy over the
T symbol seems to be
more a part of political
strategy than language.
This symbol of the Indi-
an currency is not limit-
ed to any one language,
but it has become a good
opportunity for regional
parties to capitalize on
anti-Centre sentiments.

(Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelance
Jouwrnalist and column-
ist)
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BY SUVEEN KUMAR

SHARE YOUR TIME

If you are not willing to
share your time with
people, you should not
expect them share their
happiness with you.
you have some spiritual
existence when you
give sometime to your-
self and you have some
social when

By Priyanka Saurabh

The growing mistreat-
ment of government offi-
cials is becoming a signif-
icant issue as they strive
to perform their duties
impartially and without
bias. Many civil servants
often face threats, har-
assment, and undue pres-
sure from individuals or
groups dissatisfied with
their choices. This disturb-
ing trend can erode the
integrity of governance,
impede ethical behavior,
and undermine public in-
stitutions. To tackle this
problem, it is necessary
to maintain ethical stand-
ards and provide legal
protection and institu-
tional support to ensure
that officials can carry out
their roles without fear of
retribution. Governments
should promote a culture
of transparency, account-
ability, and respect for the
rule of law, as well as edu-
cate the public about the
important role civil serv-
ants play in maintaining
democracy and justice.

What is worrying is the misuse of government officials.

Public officials respon-
sible for law enforce-
ment, industry reg-
ulation, and election
oversight are increas-
ingly facing threats,
harassment, and var-
ious forms of abuse.
This trend is worrying
because it can prevent
public servants from
performing their roles
effectively and under-
mine trust in dem-
ocratic institutions.
Officials, particularly
those involved in elec-
tions, the judiciary,
and regulatory bodies,
often face intimida-
tion aimed at influ-
encing their decisions.
Additionally, false al-
legations and smear
campaigns can tar-
nish their reputation
and undermine their
authority.  Although
some countries have
laws to protect pub-
lic servants, enforce-
ment of these laws
can be inconsistent or
weak. The stress and
fear generated by such
abuse can result in
burnout, resignations,
and challenges in at-
tracting qualified can-
didates.

Misbehavior  with
public  officials is
a growing concern
as they attempt to

discharge their re-
sponsibilities im-
partially. The grow-
in, incidence  of

misbehavior and hos-
tility towards these
officials has become a
significant challenge
to administrative et

ics and the rule oflaw
Such incidents not
only demoralize pub-
lic servants but also
undermine public
confidence in govern-
ance, necessltatmg a
strong ethical frame-
work to help officials
cope with these diffi-

culties. Government
officials—including
election workers,
Jud es, regulators,

law enforcement

personnel—are facing

imcreasing  intimida-
tion, harassment, and
even physical threats.
This is fueled by a va-
riety of factors such
as_political divisions,
misinformation, and
the influence of so-
cial media, which
amplifies aggressive
rhetoric. In some cas-
es, officials have been
doxxed, having their
personal information
released online and
being the target of or-
ganized harassment
campaigns or physi-
cal attacks.

Creating clear and
open channels for
complaints can help
reduce hostility. The

“Centralized  Public
Grievance Redres-
sal and Monitoring
System” portal is
an effective tool for
managing citizen
complaints online.
Providing training

to officers in conflict
resolution and public
relations_ improves
their ability to deal
with hostility. The
Lal Bahadur bhastn
Natmnal Academy

Administration
trammg framework
includes components
focused on crisis

management. Protec-
tion of officers who
expose corruption
is important in dis-
couraging unethical
practices. The Whis-
tleblower Protection
Act of 2014 provides
protection for public
servants who report
wrongdoings. Active-
ly enﬁa ging with citi-
zens builds trust and
reduces hostility. The
Jan Sunwai (public
hcarmg) initiative in
Rajasthan has Jiro»
moted accountability
and built confidence
within the commu-
nity. Senior officers
should model ethical
behavior to inspire
their  junior col-
leagues. Former Chief
Election Commis-
sioner T.N. Seshan
sel a strong example
bly enforcing  strict

ectoral — standards.
By adopting honesty,
ﬂexlbllltv, and trans-
parency, civil serv-
ants can effectively
deal with hostility as
well as increase pub-
lic confidence.

is essential to
ulpuhold constitution-
principles and im-
plement pmactlve
measures to maintain
ethical governance in

difficult  situations.
When overnment
officials face misbe-
havior for discharg-
ing their duties im-
partially, it can erode
public confidence in
institutions and the
justice system. This
trend can hinder ef-
fective  governance,
as officials may hes-
itate to act in a just
and fair manner for
fear of retribution,
resulting in corrup-
tion and _injustice.
When facing™ such
hostile behavior, it is
important to andlyze
the ethical stand-
ards that guide civil
servants and exam-
ine ways to maintain
accountability and
public trust. Strong
accountability sys-
tems are important
to ensure that gov-
ernment officials
are accountable for
their actions and that
those who abuse their
authority face appro-
priate consequences.
Promoting transpar-
ency and monitoring
of government activi-
ties can help prevent
misconduct  and in-
crease public trust. It
is important to build
public confidence

in the integrity of

goverumcnt institu-
tions, which can be
achieved by adhering
to ethical standards
and ensuring that of-
ficials are accounta-
ble for their actions.

Harassment of pub-
lic officials attempl-
ing to carry out theu
duties impartially is
a significant threat
to emocracy and
effective overn-
ance. Without suou%
protections,
accountability,
social resistance to
harassment, the in-
tegrity of pubhc insti-
lutions is at risk. Tt is
essential for govern-
ments, law enforce-
ment, social med
platforms, and citi-
zens to work together
to ensure that offi-
cials can fulfill their
responsibilities with-
out fear of retaliation.

(Priyanka Saurabh,
Research Scholar in
Political Science

Poetess, Independ-
ent journalist and
columnist)

you ?ve some time to
people. not having time,
not using time and not
gwmg time are three
ifferent things howev-
er for may of us it is a
same thing. share your
time to someone who
needs it the most and
sometimes it is ou and
sometimes it other. you
are not wealthy of time
if you have a lot of it,
you are weallhy of time
when you use it best
of it. if you have time
then give it, use it else
it will be lost. we all
are made of time
but only a few of
us are made by
time. time is the
only medium
to share an-

Ny

the amount of time we
share and the intensity
of the relationship de-|
pends upon the amount
of attention we share.
time is most impor-|
tantand absolutely
thing to share, all it cost
is some life. shari ing
time is sharing your life.
if your life is important,
your time is important
but if your life is impo-|
tent your time impo-|
tent. people who spend
most of their time to
build their career and
expect welcome in the
re ationship is mistak-|

you can't have both
wor ds if you don’t live
in there equally.

the reason we don’t val-|
ue time even after lis-|
tening its 1mportance,
finding its importance
and realizing its im-|
portance because we
gel it for free. Time
is a blank paper.|
before you sell it
make sure it is
precious.

ything and %

everything 1 b . Moral:
L‘gwm;l‘_g;‘{ T wISDON TREE. B SUVEENAUMAR ts:‘;’fl s'h"'l"i 3
or how big it and  spen
is, no matter how long time, don’t spend
or how quick it is. the relationship and
longevity of the rela- save time.

tionship depends upon

Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have any suggestion
regarding our news-

paper or you have
any problem  with
any government de-
partment, you may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline no- o0120-

4225517, 4241284 for
Delhi &  Ghaziabad
(9582310372), for
Noida (9818999989),
Advertisement
(9818799941), Circula-
tion (08586925450)

FOR
ADVERTISING IN,

TOP

STORY

PLEASE
CONTACT:
2818799941

be taken as having final
authority ul or i

resalt of any
of the basis ¢




NATIONAL

| TOP STORY, Deus, Weoniesonr 18 Magch 2025

Railway fares in India far less than
nelghbourmg countries: Vaishnaw

New Delhi

ailways Minister

Ashwini Vaishnaw
on Tuesday said
e railway fares
in India have remained con-
stant since 2020 and are
far less than the neighbour-
ing countries like Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.

Healso asserted that rail-
way accidents have come
down by 9o per cent from
the time when RJD supre-
‘mo Lalu Prasad Yadav was
at the ministry's helm.

Vaishnaw made the re-
marks in the Lok Sabha
while replying to 4 debate on
the Demands for Grants un-
der the control of the Min-
istry of Railways for 2025-
26. The Lok Sabha later
passed the Demands for
Grants.

In his reply, Vaishnaw
said the national transporter
has emerged from difficul-
ties of the Covid pandemic
1o meet its own expenses.

Amid noisy protests by
the opposition over not be-
ing allowed to speak on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's statement on the
Maha Kumbh, the minister
said the railways has taken
numerous steps for crowd
control at stations and is
running several special
trains during festival sea-
sons.

He asserted that with
Prime Minister Modi's focus
on safety, accidents have
come down by 9o per cent
from the time when Lalu
Prasad was at the ministy's
helm.

“During Lalu Prasad's

Defence Intelligence
Agency DG to visit
Australia from
March 19-21

New Delhi
Director General of De-
fence Intelligence Agency
(DG DIA) Lt General D §
Rana will pay an official
visit to Australia from
March 19 to 21, aiming to
further strengthen bilater-
al defence intelligence co-
operation and enhance
strategic engagentent be-
tween the two countries.

As part of the visit, he
will also visit the Head-
quarters Joint Operations
Command (HQ JOC) to
gain insights into Aus-
tralia's operational frame-
work and joint command
structures.

"The DG DIA is set to
embark on an official visit
to Australia from March
1g-21. This visit aims to
further strengthen bilater-
al defence intelligence co-
operation and enhance
strategic engagement be-
tween India and Anstralia,"
the defence ministry said in
a statement.

During the visit, Lt Gen-
eral Rana will hold discus-
sions with senior Aus-
tralian defence offici
including the deputy sec-
retary, Department of De-
fence, DG of National In-
telligence, chief of Defence
Intelligence and the chief of
Joint Operations of the
Australian Defence Forces,
it si These high-level
interactions will focus on
intelligence-sharing mech-
anisms. regional security
copperation, and avenues
for further u)llahomnrm
in the Indo-Pacific
the ministry said.

He is also scheduled to
interactwith the director of
the Australian Geospatial
Organisation. Additionally,
engagements at the Lowy
Institute, a leading inter-
national policy think-tank,
will facilitate discussions on
strategic defence and se-
curity dvnamics, it added.

"Honouring the strong
defence ties and shared
‘military traditions between
India and Australia, DG
DIAwill lay a wreathat the
Australian War Memorial.

time, ina year about 234 ac-
cidents and 464 derailments
took place, about 700 in a
year. During Mamata
Banerjee's period, 165 acei-
dents and 230 derailments
took the accident tally to
395 in a year and dnnng
Mallikarjun Kharge's time,
118 accidents and 263 de-
railments happened, taking
the total number of acci-
dents to 381," he said.
Prime Minister Modi fo-
cused on safety and brought
in new technology and in-
vestment, and now it has
come down to 30 accidents
and 43 derailments, which is
90 per cent less from the
earlier period and 8o per
cent less than what it was in
2014-15, Vaishnaw said.
Healso said that a big roll
out of Kavach was being
made on 10,000 locomo-
tives and 15,000 km.
railways has not mereased
fares since 2020 and they
have been constant since
then.
"If we compare with
neighbouring countries, our
fares are very less. For a

travel of 350 km, fare in In-
dia is Rs 121, in Pakistan it
is Rs 436, in Bangladesh itis
Rs 323 and in Sri Lanka it is
Rs 413," Vaishnaw said.

The minister said the
prices in European coun-
tries are more than five to 20
times higher than India.

Hailing the Budget for
Railways as "historic”,
Vaishnaw said the national
transporter faced a lot of
difficulty during the Covid
pandemic and it had now
emerged from thatto be in
a healthy situation.

The railways is now meet-
ing nearly all its expenditure
from its own income, he
pointed out.

The minister also elabo-
rated on the steps taken by
his ministry for managing
crowd, including running
of special trains during the
holiday period.

"Last year, during the Holi
period, we ran 604 special
trains, about 13.000 spe-
cial trains were run during
thelastsummers and 8,000
such trains were run during
Diwali and Chhat. During

the Maha Kumbh, as many

$ 17,330 special trains were
runand 1,107 special trains
were run during the Holi pe-
riod thisyear," he s

Recalling the tragic stam-
pede at the New Delhi Rail-
way Station last month,
Vaishnaw said many per-
manent steps were heing
taken, including building in
holding area in 60 stations,
installing CCTV cameras,
building war rooms and
foot-over bridges, among
other measures.

He also said India is
among the top three loading
countries and 1.6 hillion
tonne cargo will be carried
this year.

Vaishnaw said five lakh
people have got employ-
ment in the railways and re-
cruitment is on for one lakh
more people.

He said 34,000 km of
railway tracks have been
built, which is more than the
entire rail network of Ger-
manyand 50,000 km of old
tracks have been removed
due towhich there has been
a big improvement in safe-
ty. Asserting that Tndia has
become a big exporter in
railways, Vaishnaw said,
"We are sending metro
coaches to Australia, coach-
es to the UK, Saudi and
France and operation equip-
ment to Mexico, Spain, Ger-
many and Italy.

Soon, Bihar's locomotive
and wheels made in Tamil
Nadu will run around the
world, Vaishnaw said.

"Thereisalot offocuson
railway safety. Many tech-
nical changes have been

Nationwide Strike on May 20
Against Prlvatlsatlon "Labour Codes

New Delhi
Several trade unions on
Tuesday called for a nation-
wide strike on May 20 to
press for various demands,
mcluding seraping of labour
codes, stopping privatisa-
tion and holding regular con-
sultations through Indian
Labour Conference,

The National Convention
of Workers organised by the
platform of Central Trade
Unions and Independent
Sectoral Feclerations and As-
sociations adopted a decla-
ration to carty out a two-
month campaign which will
be culminated with a na-
tionwide general strike on
May 20, a statement said.

The leaders who ad-
dressed the convention en-
dorsed the declaration.

Among those who ad-
dressed the convention in-
cluded Ashok Singh from
INTUC. Amarjeet Kaur from

25
AITUC, Harbhajan Singh
from HMS, Tapan Sen from
CITU, Harish Tyagi from
AIUTUC, K Indu Prakash
Menon from TUCC, Lata
Ben from SEWA. Rajiv Dim-
i from AICCTU, Jawahar
Prasad from LPF. and Ashok
Ghosh from UTUC.

"May 20th shall be the
Iaunching pad towards series
of nationwide decisive strug-
gles of workers and peasants
in the future," the statement
said.

The convention unani-
mously adopted a declara-

tion that indicts the NDA
government for inflicting the
downward spiral of miseries
on the working people, for
the pro-corporate and anti-
worker policies that have re-

made. The Indian Railways
is constantly being improved
by taking many big steps like
longer rails, electronie in-
terlocking, fog safety de-
vices," he said.

The minister said 12,000
rail flyovers and rail under-
bridges have been huilt,
which has henefited the
country a lot.

Vaishnaw pointed out
that there has been good
progress in projects in the
North East.

He cited the examples of
the project in Sikkim from
Sevoke to Rangpo, new
works in Assam and broad
gauge line coming up to
Tripura for the first time
after independence.

The minister further said
historie work has been done
in the Kolkata Metro Rail
Project.

"It started in 1972 and till
2014, 1.e.in 42 years, 28 km
of work was done. Whereas
in 10 years of Modi govern-
ment, 38 km of work was
done," he said.

Talking about the bullet
train project, Vaishnaw said,
“T would like to tell you
about the bullet train that
we have to move ahead, we
have to take the country
forward. Such projects have
to be set npfnr the coming
generation.”

On the running room
whete the loco pilots come
and rest after completing
their duty, he said all 558
running rooms are 100 per
cent air condifioned, adding
today 1,100 locomotives
have toilets for women loco
pilots.

Maha Kumbh strengthened
India's spirit of unlty PM Modi

Modi on Tuesday said the
recent Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj was a defining
moment in India’s history,
much like the revolt of 1857
and the Dandi March of
Mahatma Gandhi that in-
spired the nation and
paved the way for inde-
pendence.

Making a statement in
the Lok Sabha, the prime
minister said the Maha
Kumbh also strengthened
the spirit of unity in the
country and gavea befitting
response to those who
questioned India's collec-
tive strength to organise
sucha large congregation.

Modi said the huge dis-
play of unity at the Maha
Kumbh was India's
strength, particularly at a
time the world was in dis-
array.

"People put aside their
egos and gathered in Praya
graj with the feeling of 'we’
and not 'I'. The Maha
Kumbh demonstrated that
there was no distinction
between big and small —it
reflected India's immense
strength. It reaffirmed that
the profound element of
unity is deeply ingrained
within us,” he added.

The Lok Sabha witnessed
some protests by opposi-
tion members, led by
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, who wanted & dis-
cussion on the Maha
Kumbh,

A section of the opposi-
tion also sought to know
under what rule the prime
minister was allowed to
speak.
Speaker Om Birla cited

Rule 372 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business that allows the
prime minister and minis-
ters to make a statement in
the House but no ques-
tions are permitted after
the statement.

Prime Minister Modi
said the grand Maha
Kumbh witnessed the
awakening of national con-
sciousness on a magnifi-
cent scale.

"The power of our unity
is so greatthat it can shat-
ter any attempt to divide
us. This unwavering spirit
of oneness is a blessing for
every Indian,” he said.

Throughout history,
there have been defining
moments that become ex-
amples for generations to
come, he added.

"Our nation, too, has wit-
nessed such moments that
have given it'a new direc-
tion and awakened its peo-
ple ... Similarly, our free-
dom struggle was marked
by several such turning
points - the revoltof 1857,
the martyrdom of Veer Bha-
gat Singh, Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose's clarion call
of 'Delhi Chalo', and Ma-
hatma Gandhi's Dandi

o
March," Modi said.

"These events inspired
the nation and paved the
way for independence. 1 see
the Prayagraj Maha Kumbh
as another such defining
moment, where we can see
the reflection of an awak-
ened nation,” he added.

Recalling his recent visit
to Mauritius, the prime
minister said the atmos-
phere of devotion, faith and
celebration was truly re-
markable the moment holy
water from the Triveni
Sangam in Prayagraj was
offered at the Ganga Talab.

"This moment reatfirmed
how our traditions, culture
and values are being em-
braced and celebrated with
great intensit; odi said.

The prime minister said
India’s cultural values were
seamlessly being passed
down from generation to
generation.

"Look at our modern
vouth today -- how deeply
they connect with the Maha
Kumbh and other tradi-
tional festivals. The young
generation of India is
proudly embracing its her-
itage, faith, and traditions
with immense pride and
devotion," Modi said.

Parliament approves Rs 51,463 Cr extra
spending for FY25 Mampur Budget

New Delhi
Parliament on Tuesday ap-
proved the supplementary
demands for grants, which
entails Rs 51,463 crore ad-

sulted in a perfect storm of  ditional spending in the cur-
ijlessness, povertvandin-  rent fiscal and the Manipur
equi Budget for 2025-26 with the
The ded:uanon includes  Rajya Sabha returning four
‘majordemands like seraping bills to the Lok Sabha.
of labour codes, stopping Parliament also approved
privatisation of publicsector  the Rs 1,201 erore demands
undertakings and services,  for excess grants for 202122
minimummonthlywagesof  fiscal and the Rs 1,861 ¢rore
Rs 26,000, ini 1 v d dsfor
manthlypensionofRsg,000  grants for Manipurin 2024-
under Employees Pension 25.
Scheme and holding thereg- The Lok Sabha had passed
ular sessions of the Indian  the supplemertary demands
Labour Conference. for grants and the Manipur
Theunion leadersalsode-  Budget for 2025-26 on
manded that these not cov-  March 1t
ered under any scheme be ‘The Rajya Sabha réturmed
given Re 6,000 permonthby  The Appropriation Bill,
creating aspecial fund with  2025; The Appropriation
contributions from states  (No. 2) Bill, 2025; The Ma-
and the Centre. mipur Appropriation (Vote

Maternal Mortality Ratio declined by 33
points since 2014- 16 to 97 in 2018 20: Nadda

New Delhi

India has achieved the Na-
tional Health Policy (NHP)
2017 target of reducing
Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR) to 100 per lakh
live births by 2020 and is
aligned towards achieving
the SDG target of MMR of
70 by 2030, Union Health
Minister J P Nadda told
the Rajya Sabha on Tues-
day.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Nadda said thatas per
the Sample Registration
System (SRS) released by
the Registrar General of
India (RGI), the current
Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR) of the country is 97
per lakh live births.

There has been a signif-
icant decline of 33 points in
MMR from 130 in 2014-16
to97in 2018- 20, he said.

"India has achieved the
National Health Policy
(NHP) 2017 target of MMR
100 per lakh live births by
2020 and is aligned to-
wards achieving the SDG
target of MMR 70 per Jakh

live births by 2030." Nad-
dasaid.

The MMR in India has
declined by 83 per cent
compared to the global re-
duction of 42 per cent.
similarly, the Under-Five
Mortality Rate (UsMR) in
India has decreased by 75
per cent, exceeding the
global decline of 58 per
cent, he stated.

The government of India
launched Surakshit Ma-
tritva Aashwasan
(SUMAN) initative in
2019 with an aim to pro-

vide assured, dignified, re-
spectful and quality health-
care at no cost, and zero
tolerance for denial of serv-
ices for every woman and
newborn visiting the pub-
lic health facility.

Under the SUMAN, pub-
lic healtheare facilities are
categorised into basic, BE-
mONC (Basic Emergency
Obstetric and Newhorn
Care), and CEmONC
(Comprehensive Emer-
gency Obstetric and New-
born Care) centres to pro-
vide comprehensive

healtheare services.

The National Quality As-
surance Standards (NQAS)
certification of all notified
healthcare facilities is done
to maintain quality stan-
dards, Nadda stated.

There is a component of
respectful maternity care,
including the provision of
a birth companion of
choice during childbirth
and a client feedback sys-
tem through 'Mera As-
pataal' and Grievance Re-
dressal i he

on Account) Bill, 2025; and
The Manipur Appropriation
Bill, 2025, after the reply by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to a discassion’
on the four bills.

The second batch of sup-
plementary demands for
grants entails a gross addi-
tianal spending songht by the
government was over Rs
6.78 lakh crore, of which Rs
6.27 lakhi crore would be

+
matched by savings and re-
ceipts.

Thenet additional spend-
ing by the government would
be Rs 51,462.86 crore inthe
current fiscal, as per the sec-
ond batch of supplementary
demands for grants.

The demands for grants
include a technical supple-
mentary of Rs 5.54 lakh
crore, which goestowards re-
payment of debt.

‘The Manipur Budget pro-
vides fora total receipts of Rs
35.368 crare, while total ex-
penditure was estimated at
RS 35,104 crore.

The state's own tax is
about Rs 2,634 crore and
non-tax is about Rs 400
crore,

It is a Vote on Account
asking for 6 months and at
this stage for an amount of
Rs 17,947 crore.

The Vote on Account pro-
vides fora Rs 500 crore cor-
pus for the creation of acon-
tingency fund for Manipur,
which is currently under
President's Rule. Conséquent
to the Proclamation issued
under Article 356 of the Con-
stitution on February 13,
2025, the powers of the Leg-
islature of the State of Ma-
nipur are exercisable by or
under the authority of Par-
Tiament.

EU Delegation Meets RS Deputy
Chair, Strengthemng India Ties

New Delhi
A parliamentary delegation
led by Angelika Niebler,
Chairwoman of the Euro-
pean Parliament, called on
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chair-
man Harivansh in Parlia-

ment House today.
Extending a warm wel-
cometo the delegation, Hari-

iph the two

said. The Midwifery train-
ing programme aims to
create nurse practitioner
midwives (NPM) who are
trained to achieve Inter-
national level competence.

Maternal healtheare is
strengthened by the NPMs
by providing natural
birthing, alternative
birthing positions and re-
duced medical interven-
tions thereby ensuring a
respectful, compassionate
and positive birthing ex-
perience, especially at high
caseload facilities, he said.

vansh recalled the past ex-
perience of meeting the

bers of the delegati relati
for relations \wt.h Indiaand has been further strength-
the sub onSecu- ened and diversified with
rity and Defence (SEDE) of  closer cooperationin the ar-

the European Parliament
during their visit to India in
December 2023.

He said that there has
been a remarkable parallel
between India and the Eu-
ropean Union - both being
the largestand most vibrant
democracies, open market
economies and pluralistic
societies,

Underscoring strategic
partnership between India
and the European Union
starting since 2004, Hari-
vansh mentioned that the

eas of trade, ‘technology,
green energy, sustainable
development, connectivity,
defence, space, mobility, ed-
ucation and people to people
tes.

The present momentum
in our strategic partnership
is remarkable and there has
been strong and regular con-
taet between both sides, he
added.

Harivansh hasized

diaand the European Union
and these provide an excel-
lent opportunity for the ex-
change of views and ideas an
current hilateral coopera-
tion and help chart out a
path towards stronger rela-
tions.

‘He highlighted that trade
and technology council be-
tween India and the Euro-
pean Union is an important
platform for India for an-
choring the discussionson is-
sues of strategic and con-
temporary importance like

s

that regular parliamentary
exchanges are symbolic of
the partnership between In-

computing, Artificial Intelli-
gence, Green energy and re-
silient supply chains.




Lucknow to
host health &
Water summit
with focus on
Mahakumbh'’s
Success

ter Summit will be held
in Lucknow on March 19,
focusing on the remark-
able success of Maha-
kumbh and the visionary
management of the Yogi
government. The event
will bring together re-
nowned scientists, water
experts, environmental-
ists, and representatives
from various govern-
ment and non-govern-
mental  organizations
nationwide.

The innovative meas-
ures taken for cleanliness,
water supply, health ser-
vices, and devotee con-
venience at Mahakumbh
have gained global atten-
tion for the first time.

Under the 'Yogl gov-
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UP govt initiates transformation of
Lucknow’s Butler Palace into cultural hub

Lucknow:

he Yogi Adit-
vanath  govern-
ment, with a

commitment to pre-
serving Uttar Pradesh’s
historical heritage, has
initiated the transfor-
mation of Butler Palace
here into a book café
and cultural centre. As
part of this initiative,
the café will host vari-
ous activities, including
exhibitions, workshops,
and an art gallery, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.
Originally built  in
1915 by Raja Mahmu-
dabad in memory of
Sir Spencer Harcourt
Butler, the then dep-
uty commissioner of
Awadh, Butler Palace
holds significant his-
torical value. To restore
and repurpose it while
preserving its original
structure, the Lucknow
Development Authority

ernment’s
initiatives such as wa-
ter resource
ment, Ganga cleanliness,
modern technology in-
tegration, and disaster
preparedness were ef-
fectively executed with
support from Namami
Gange and the Rural Wa-
ter Supply Department.

The summit will ex-
plore public health, water
resource  management,
and enyvironmental sus-
tainability, highlighting
how modern techniques
and coordinated efforts
ensured a seamless expe-
rience for crores of dev-
otees while maintaining
the purity of the Ganga.

During Mahakumbh,
the Yogi government
took significant steps un-
der the Namami Gange
Mission to ensure clean
and uninterrupted water
flow in the Ganga. Key
initiatives included ghat
cleaning, sewage treat-
ment plants, bio-loilets,
and an advanced waste
management  syslem,
making this Mahakumbh
the cleanest and most di-
vine in history.

The summit will also
see participation from
NGOs, social workers,
researchers, and policy-
makers, who will analyze
the government’s efforts
and offer insights for
organizing such grand
events in the future.

Mahakumbh'’s success
has sparked discussions
worldwide, and events
like this summit are giv-
ing global recognition to
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment’s policies and
innovations, setting new
benchmarks for future
large-scale religious and
cultural gatherings.

Advt Contact
9818799941

(LDA) has | hed the
rejuvenation  process.
manage- This public-private

partnership (PPP) pro-
ject will be overseen by
a special team formed
by the LDA.

According to the pro-
ject timeline, the res-
toration and develop-
ment of Butler Palace
will be completed by
March 2025. The plan
includes site clearance,
structural repairs, ex-
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ternal facade conserva-
tion, basic wiring, and
operational setup, all
under the supervision
of experts. Additionally,
efforts will be made to
ensure public engage-

CM Forgets Budget

Announcements:

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:

Leader
Jairam  Thakur  has
strongly criticized the
state government, claim-
ing that it has failed on
every front. He stated
that the latest budget is
just as disappointing as
the previous two. Ac-
cording Lo Thakur, the
government has signif-
icantly reduced capital
expenditure, indicating
that state-sponsored de-
velopment projects will
remain negligible this
vear as well.

Jairam  Thakur ex-
pressed concern over
the fact that the an-
nouncements made in
the last two budgets
have not progressed be-
yond their initial stage.
He accused the govern-
ment of making prom-
ises in the assembly and
subsequently forgetting
them. “This is the first
time in the state’s histo-
ry that neither the over-
all budget size nor the
capital expenditure has
increased,” he remarked,
questioning how this
budget would fulfill the
expectations of the peo-

ple.
Highlighting  signifi-
cant cuts in crucial sec-

of Opposition

tors, he pointed out that
the budget allocation for
roads, transport, tour-
ism, and civil aviation
has been reduced from
Rs 2,700 crore to Rs
1,522 crore—a sharp de-
cline of over 43%. Simi-
larly, the irrigation and
flood control budget has
been reduced hy one-
third, while funds for
drinking water supply
have been cut by 44%.
Other major reductions
include a 40% cut in ag-
riculture and allied ac-
tivities, 38% in general
economic services, 33%
in women and child de-
velopment, and 51% in
other sectors. “How can
public welfare schemes
be implemented when
essential  services are
seeing such  drastic

ment and raise aware-
ness about heritage
conservation.

The book café at But-
ler Palace will not only
provide study material
but also offer snacks

Jairam Thakur

-

budget reductions?” hc
question

Thakur further criti-
cized the government by
stating that there is not a
single positive aspect in
the budget. He described
the Sukhu government’s
three budgets as mere
rhetorie, claiming that
the promises made
have not moved beyond
the pages of the budget
book. “It is unfortunate
that the commitments
made in the budget have
not even made it to gov-
ernment files, let alone

ation,”

and beverages for vis-
itors. To further en-
hance its role as a cul-
tural hub, the palace
will host various events,
with  support from
coaching institutes for

p————
The Yogi Adityanath
government, with
a commitment to
preserving Uttar
Pradesh’s historical
heritage, has initiat-
ed the transforma-
tion of Butler Palace
here into a book café

and cultural centre. I

its operations and pro-
motion.

The renovated But-
ler Palace will serve as
a venue for workshops
and classes promoting
local art, culture, and
heritage. The space
will also be available
for exhibitions and film
screenings, showcasing
local artists and histor-
ical narratives.

An art gallery will be
set up to highlight the
history of the palace
and the surrounding
region. Additionally, a
light and sound show
depicting stories from
Lucknow’s history and
folklore will be organ-
ized, offering an im-
mersive experience for
visitors,

Beyond serving as a
book café, Butler Pal-
ace will be a centre for
art exhibitions, craft
fairs, and displays of
local handicrafts.

HP govt to bring rationalization
policy to fill vacant posts

Shimla:
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister  Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu announced
that the state govern-
ment would introduce
a rationalization policy
to fill vacant posts in
various departments,
especially in tribal and
remote areas.

During the question
hour in the State Legis-
lative Assembly assem-
bly on Tuesday, Sukhu
intervening on a ques-
tion said that the gov-
ernment is working on
a rationalization policy
based on population
and geographical condi-
tions to ensure that no
post remains vacant.

Earlier, Horticulture
and Tribal Development
Minister Jagat Singh
Negi replying to the
question by BJP MLA
Janak Raj said that the
shortage of officers and
employees in tribal are-
as is a matter of concern.

He urged the Chief
Minister to consider
restarting the Tribal
Sub-Cadre to address
the issue.

Responding lo the
question by Congress
MLA Kuldeep Singh
Rathore, Negi said that
the government has
launched a campaign
against the illegal im-
port of apple plants
without quarantine and
has seized 25 vehicles
and destroyed 2.95

lakh plants in 2023-24.

The government is
also taking steps to
prepare rootstocks for
apple plants within the
state although it is not
enough  considering
the huge demand, he

said.

The Horticulture De-
partment has signed
an agreement with an
Ttalian  company to
prepare 50,000 apple
rootstocks in the Ba-
jaura area of Kullu dis-
triet, he added.

In response to a
question by MLA
Rakesh Jamwal, Negi
said that the govern-
ment is trying to speed
up the work of revnue
settlement for time-
ly completion of the
same.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Mukesh Agnihotri
said that the state gov-
ernment is trying to get
Rs 925 crore from the
central government un-
der the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion.

He said that the de-
partment is constantly
communicating  with
the Union Ministry in
this regard.

Agnihotri said that
80% of the work on the
Sandhol drinking water
scheme for the Ghu-
marwin assembly con-
stituency has been com-
pleted, and this scheme
can be completed by
January 2026.

Sambhal’s Shahi Jama Masjid
painting work nears deadline

Sambhal:

The painting work at the

Shahi Jama Masjid in
Sambhal entered its third
day on Tuesday, with the
deadline set by the Alla-
habad High Court expir-
ing on Wednesday.

The whitewashing of
the outer wall of the Sha-
hi Jama Masjid began on
Sunday morning under
the supervision of the AST
in line with a high court
order, an advocate of the
mosque committee said.
The Mughal-era mosque
here has been at the cen-
tre of a major row after a
petition claimed that it
was the site of an ancient
Hindu temple.

The mosque’s presi-
dent, Zafar Ali, expressed
the hope that the work
would be completed by
the deadline. He hint-
ed that if needed, they
would request an exten-
sion of one or two days
from the court.

aid.

Thc Leader of Oppo-
sition concluded by as-
serting that the budget
presented by the Sukhu
government has failed to
safeguard the interests

king Lo reporters,
Ali stated, “We are hope-
ful that the work will be
completed by tomorrow.
However, if there is any
delay, we will appeal to
the Hon'ble court for ad-
ditional time.”

Forty years on 3 gets death for
kllhng 24 Dalits in UP village

ainpuri (UP):
A spemal court in UP’s
Mainpuri  district on
Tuesday sentenced three
persons to death in the
1981 Dehuli massacre
which saw 24 Dalits, in-
cluding women and two
children, being killed.

On March 12, special
judge Indira Singh con-
victed the trio, name-
ly, Kaptan Singh (60),
Rampal (60) and Ram
Sevak (70).

Aside from the capital
punishment, the court
imposed a Rs 50,000
fine on the convicts,
government counsel Ro-
hit Shukla said.

A gang of 17 dacoits
led by Santosh Sin-
gh alias Santosha and
Radhey Shyam alias
Radhey dressed in kha-
kis stormed Dehuli at
around 4.30 pm on No-

vember 18, 1981.

They targeted Dalit
families, gunning down
24 people, including
the toddlers aged six
months and two years,
respectively.

The original FIR
named 17 accused under
Sections 302 (murder),

307 (attempt to murder),
and 396 (dacoity with
murder), among others
offences of the IPC.

Of the total accused,
14 persons died during
the pendency of trial
whereas one was de-
clared an absconder.

The FIR was filed by

Laik Singh, a local res-
ident, on November 19,
1981, and following a de-
tailed investigation, the
dacoits, including gang
leaders  Santosh and
Radhey, were charge-

sheeted.

Shukla said he plead-
ed for capital punish-
ment in view of the
gruesome massacre and
the case falling in the
rarest of rare category.

He said the judge af-
ter considering the ev-
idence and hearing the
arguments of the pros-
ecution and the defence
at length passed the ver-
dict.

Initially the trial of
the case began in the
court of special judge
dacoily affected (DAA)
area Mainpuri but was
later transferred o a
sessions court in Alla-

habad where the evi-
dence of the witnesses
was recorded.

In December 2024,
the trial records were
sent back from the Al-
lahabad sessions court
to special judge (DAA)
Singh to decide the case,
Shukla said.

During the trial, of
the 17 undertrials, 13 ac-
cused including Santosh
and Radhey died where-
as one person remained
untraced.

In response lo the
tragedy, then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
met the affected fami-
lies whereas Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, the leader in
the opposition, under-
took a pad yatra from
Dihuli to Sadupur in
Firozabad, offering soli-
darity with the grieving
families.

He attributed the mi-
nor delays to the Holi
holidays and prepara-
tions for Friday prayers.

The ongoing work in-
cluding painting and
decoration is being car-
ried out under the su-
pervision of the Archae-
ological Survey of India
(ASI).

Authorities are close-
ly monitoring the pro-
gress lo ensure compli-
ance with the court's
directive.

The Sambhal district

has been tense since riots
broke out on November
24 last year during pro-
lests against a court-or-
dered survey of the
Mughal-era Shahi Jama
Masjid. Four people
were killed and several
others, including police
personnel, were injured
in the clashes.

While hearing objec-
tions raised by the Shahi
Jama Masjid Manage-
ment Committee against
the ASTsurvey report, the
Allahabad High Court

had on March 12 direct-

washing of the mn-.que 's
outer wall within a week.
The mosque committee
had also sought permis-
sion for whitewashing,
additional lighting and
installation of decorative
lights outside the disput-
ed structure.

Following the high
court order, an AST team
carried out measure-
ments and assessments
on March 13.

UP Governor distributes pre-
school health kits in Kushinagar

Gorakhpur (UP):
Uttar Pradesh Gover-
nor Anandiben Patel on
Tuesday distributed pre-
school and health kits in
the Kushinagar district,
officials said here.

The programme was
held at the Kushinagar
Collectorate  premises,
aiming to strengthen
Anganwadi centres and
promote early childhood
education. Two-hun-
dred-fifty ~ Anganwadi
centres in the district
will receive these kits in
the days to come.

values,” she said.

Children from Angan-
wadi centres showeased
cultural performane-
es, including cleanli-
ness-themed songs and
plays.

Tmpressed by their

efforts, Patel remarked,
“Cleanliness should be
ingrained in every child.
The message of hygiene
they conveyed today
must reach every house-

Essay winners of
the National Women's
Day, Jhanvi and Shreva

Inspecting  various Dwivedi, spoke about
stalls at the event, Patel  the role of women in a
emphasised self-reli-  developed Indla
ance and skill develop Patel
ment. gender equality and

“Children must be
nurtured from an early
age to become mentally,
physically and intellec-
tually strong. Just as we
prepare the land before
sowing seeds, we must
prepare children with
the right education and

said, “Whether a son or
daughter, every child
deserves equal educa-
tion and opportunities.
‘Women’s empowerment
is key to a developed Tn-
dia.”

She also distributed
benefits, including resi-

dential lease certificates
to Musahar community
members, ‘One district,

one product’ (ODOP)
toolkits and Ayushman
Bharat cards.

Stressing the impor-
tance of healthcare, she
said, “Every girl aged
nine to 14 should re-
ceive a cancer vaccine.
No family

ical facilities.”

Patel instructed offi-
cials to ensure proper
healthcare for senior
citizens, monitor med-
icines and tighten bor-
der surveillance.

She called for strict
action against dow-
ry, child marriage and
drug abuse, stating,
“Social evils must be
eradicated for a pro-
gressive sociel

The event saw the
participation of local
legislators, district of-
ficials and Anganwadi
workers.
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Atleast 18 killed
in airstrike on
market in
northern Mali
separatist group
says

Bamako (Mali):

At least 18 people have
been killed in an air-
strike in northern Mali,
a separatist group said.
The army said it had
mounted an attack tar-
geting armed militants.

The Collective for the
Defence of the Rights
of the Azawad People,
which is part of a Tu:
eg separatist coalition.
said Monday the Malian
army bombed a market
50 km north of Lerneb.
in the Timbuktu region.

Seven people were
also injured in the strike
on Sunday, the group
said in a statement, de-
nouncing a “barbaric act
from another age” and
a “flagrant human rights
violation.”

Mali's army said Mon-
day in a statement on X
it carried out air strikes
on a “refuge’” in the
same area cited by the
separatist group, Killing
11 “terrorists.”

Mali. along with its
neighbours Burkina
Faso and Niger, has
for more than a decade
battled an insurgency
fought by armed groups.
including some allied
with al-Qaida and the Ts-
lamic State group.

Following military
coups in all three na-
tions in recent years, the
ruling juntas have ex-
pelled French forces and
turned to Russian mer-
cenary units for security
assistance instead.
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Pope pens letter to editor while in hospital
as Vatican prepares for King Charles' visit

Rome:

ope Francis said
Pin a_ letter pub-

lished Tuesday that
his lengthy illness has
helped make “more lu-
¢id" to him the absurdity
of war, as his top deputy
shot down any sugges-
tion of resignation and
plans progressed for an
upcoming meeting with
Britain's King Charles
IIL

Ttalian daily Corriere
della Sera published a
letter to the editor from
Francis, signed and
dated March 14 from
Rome's Gemelli hospital
where the 88-year-old
pontiff has been treated
since February 14 for a
complex lung infection
and double pneumonia.

In it, Francis renewed
his call for diplomacy
and international or
isations to find a “new
vitality and credibility.”
And he said that his own
illness had also helped
make some things clear-
er to him, including the
“absurdity of war.”

“Human fragility has

the power to make us
more lueid about what
endures and what pass-
es, what brings life and
what kills,” he wrote.

Responding to a letter
from the newspaper's
editor-in-chief., Luciano
Fontana, Francis also
urged him and all those
in the media to “feel
the full importance of
words."

“They are never just
words: they are facts

that shape human envi-
ronments. They ¢an con-
nect or divide, serve the
truth or use it for other
ends,” he wrote. “We
must disarm words, to
disarm minds and dis-
arm the Earth.”

The letter was pub-
lished as Francis reg-
istered slight improve-
ments in his treatment
and as the Vatican No.
2, Cardinal Pietro Paro-
lin, shot down any sug-

\ A
gestion the pope might
resign.

“Absolutely no,” Pa-
rolin told journalists on
Monday when asked if
he and the pope had
discussed a resigna-
tion. Parolin has visit-
ed Francis twice during
his hospitalisation, most
recently on March 2, and
said he found Francis
better than during his
first February 23 visit,

Also Tuesday. Fran-

p——

Italian daily Corriere
della Sera published
a letter to the editor
from Francis, signed
and dated March 14
from Rome's Gemel-
li hospital where the
88-year-old pontiff
has been treated
since February 14
for a complex lung

infection and double
neumonia.

cis received a standing
ovation from the Italian
Senate, after Premier
Giorgia Meloni sent her
greetings and said “not
just this chamber, but
all of the Italian peo-
ple” wish the pope a full
recovery “as soon as
possible.”

Meloni, who was the
first outsider to wvisit
the pope after he was
hospitalised. said that
“even in a trying mo-~
ment, his strength and
guidance have been
felt.”

North Macedonia appeals
for calm as nightclub fire
deaths trigger protests

Kocani (North
Macedonia):
Authorities in  North
Macedonia are appeal-
ing for calm as student
groups called for fresh
protests on  Tuesday
following the horrific
nightelub fire that killed
59 people and injured
more than 150 over the

weekend.

The disaster, which
occurred early on Sunday
at Club Pulse in the east-
ern town of Kocani after
pyrotechnics were used
during a concert there,
has sparked outrage over
alleged corruption and
safety violations.

Demonslrations  took
place Monday in both
Koeani and the capital.
Skopje, with some turn-
ing violent — protesters
in Kocani overturned a
van and hurled rocks at a
municipal building.

“We must call once
again for reason,” Interior
Minister Panche Toshk-
ovski said in an interview
with private Sitel televi-
sion late Monday. “We
must allow the prosecut-
ing authorities to do their

job so that in the end we
can v normalise the
state.”

Investigations have so
revealed that the club
was operating at at least
double its 250-person ca-
pacity without proper li~
censing. Official say there
were numerous safety
violations — no emer-
gency exits, insufficient
fire equipment, the use
of flammable cladding
and no sprinkler system.
Many victims were tram-
pled as panicked concert-
goers rushed toward a
single exit.

Neighbouring  Serbia
and Bulgaria, which im-
mediately offered assis-
tance following the trag-
edy. are observing a day
of national mourning
Tuesday in solidarity with
North Macedonia.

Medical specialists
from the Czech Repub-
lic, Serbia, and Israel
have arrived to support
treatment efforts for the
injured, Health Ministry
official said. And the Eu-
ropean Union is helping
transport burn victims to
nearby countries.

Hungary's parliament passes law banning Pride events in new assault on LGBTQ+ rights

Budapest:
Hungarian  lawmakers
on Tuesday passed a law
banning Pride events and
allowing authorities to
use facial recognition soft-
ware to identify attendees,
continuing a crackdown
by Prime Minister Viktor
Orban's right-wing popu-
list party on the country's
LBGTQ+ community.

The measure passed
in a 136-27 vote. The
law, supported by Or-
ban's Fidesz party and
their minority coalition
partner the Christian
Democrats, was pushed

through parliament in
an accelerated proce-
dure after being sub-
mitted only a day ear-

lier,
It amends Hunga-
ry's law on assembly to
make it an offense to

“depiction

hold or attend events
that violate Hunga-
ry's contentious “child
protection” legislation,
which  prohibits the
or promo-
tion” of homosexuality
to minors under 18,
Attending a prohibit-
ed event will carry fines
up to 200,000 Hun-
garian forints (USD
546), which the state
must forward to “child
protection,” according
to the text of the law.
Authorities may use
facial recognition tools
to identify individuals

“scapegoat”

attending a prohibited
event.

As the vote was held
in  Hungary's parlia-
ment in Budapest, op-
position lawmakers
ignited smoke bombs
in the chamber, filling
it with thick plumes of
colourful smoke.

In a statement on
Monday after lawmak-
ers first submitted the
bill, Budapest Pride
organisers said the
aim of the law was to
the LG-
BTQ+ community in
order to silence voices

critical of Orbéan's gov-
ernment.

“This is not child pro-
tection, this is fascism,”
organisers wrote. “The
government is trying
to restrict peaceful
protests with a criti-
cal voice by targeting
a minority. Therefore,
as a movement, we
will fight for the free-
dom of all Hungarians
to demonstrate!”

The new legisla-
tion ig the latest step
against LGBTQ+ peo-
ple taken by Orban,
whose government has

passed other laws that
rights groups and other
European  politicians
have decried as repres-
sive against sexual mi-
norities.

In 2022, the Europe-
an Union's executive
commission filed a case
with the EU's highest
court against Hunga-
ry's 2021 child protec-
tion law. The European
Commission argued
that the law “discrimi-
nates against people on
the basis of their sexual
orientation and gender
identity.”

RBI, Bank of Mauritius Sign Pact

for Local Currency Transactions

Mum|
Reserve Bank and the
Bank of  Mauritius
(BOM) have signed a
pact for establishing a
framework to promote
the use of the Indian
Rupee and the Mauri-
tian Rupee (MUR) for
cross-border  transae-
tions.

The Memorandum of
Understanding  (MoU)
was signed by RBI Gov-
ernor Sanjay Malho-
tra and BOM Governor
Rama Krishna Sithanen
G C S K, the central bank
said in a statement on
Tuesday.

"The MoU documents
were exchanged in Port
Louis, Mauritius in the
presence of the Prime
Minister of India Nar-
endra Modi and Prime
Minister of Mauritius
Nayinchandra Ram-
goolam, on Wednesday.
March 12, 2025," it said.

The RBI said the MoU
aims to promote the use
of INR and MUR in bi-
lateral trade. The Mol
covers all current account
transactions and per-
missible capital account
transactions as agreed
upon by both the coun-

1

tries.

The framework would
enable exporters and im-
porters to invoice and pay
in their respective domes-
tic currencies, which in
turn, would enable the
development of a market
in the INR-MUR pair.

Use of local currencies
would optimise costs and
settlement time for trans-
actions.

"This  collaboration
marks a key milestone in
strengthening  bilateral
cooperation between RBI
and BOM," RBT said.

Use of local currencies
in bilateral transactions
will eventually contrib-
ute to promoting trade
between India and Mau-
ritius as well as deepen
financial integration and
strengthen the historical.
cultural, and economic
relations between India
and Mauritius.

Sensex
Wealth

nvestors’ ‘wealth
Isul‘ged by Rs 8.67

lakh crore in two days
of the market rally where
the BSE benchmark
index Sensex jumped
1,472 points amid a firm
trend in global equities.

On  Tuesday, the
30-share BSE bench-
mark gauge jumped

113131 points or 153
per cent to settle at
75,301.26. During the
day. it soared 1.215.81
points or 1.63 per cent to
75,385.76.

In two days, the
benchmark has surged
1,472.35 points or 1.99

per cent.
The market capi-
talisation of BSE-list-

ed firms climbed Rs
8.67.540.05 crore to Rs
3.99,85,972.08 crore
(USD 4.61 trillion) in
two days. On Tuesday
alone, investors' wealth
jumped Rs 7 lakh crore
following a stellar rally
in the markets.
"Benchmark  indices
extended gains for the

New India Bank Depositors

) ST G

Thane:

An organisation repre-
senting depositars of
the New India Co-Op-
erative Bank, hit by
alleged embezzlement
of Rs 122 crore, have
submitted a petition to
the Reserve Bank of In-
dia. seeking immediate
measures to revive the
bank for ending their
financial hardships.

In the petition, the
organisation said it
suspects that "deep-
er financial irregular-
ities like undisclosed
non-performing assets
(NPAs) or additional

frauds could be con-

tributing to the crisis".
On February 15. the
Economic Offences

5

Y e—

Wing (EOW) of the
Mumbai police arrested
Hitesh Mehta, General
Manager and Head of

Accounts of the New In-
dia Cooperative Bank,
for allegedly misappro-
priating Rs 122 crore

Surges 1,472 Points, Investors

Up
b

second consecutive day
on Tuesday, in a broad-
based recovery on posi-
tive global cues ahead of
key central bank meet-
ings across the globe.
Broader mid and small-

caps also posted sharp
gains for the day. All sec-
tors also posted gains for

." Satish Chandra

st,
Markets Desk, said.

Positive global cues

with global markets ex-
tending gains for the
second day on rising
hopes for a ceasefire
deal between Russia and
Ukraine along with Chi-
na stimulus measures

Rs 8.67 Lakh Crores

helped markets to rally
sharply, Aluri noted.

"Bargain hunting at
lower levels coupled
with domestic optimism
over strengthening case
for more policy easing
from RBI helped the
sentiment. With most
of the domestic worries
largely in the price now,
global factors ranging
from trade war, Rus-
sia-Ukraine peace deal
coupled with the US Fed
rate outlook are key var-
iables to watch in the
near term," he added.

From the Sensex
pack, Zomato jumped
over 7 per cent. ICI-
Cl Bank, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Tata Mo~
tors, Larsen & Toubro,
Asian  Paints, Titan,
Kotak Mahindra Bank
and State Bank of India
were among the other
big gainers from the
pack.

However, Bajaj Fin-
serv, Bharti Airtel, Tech
Mahindra and Reliance
Industries were the lag-
gards.

Seek RBI Help Amidst Financial Crisis

from the bank.

Two days prior to
that, the RBT had i
posed several resi
tions on the bank, in-
cluding on withdrawal
of funds by depositors,
citing supervisory con-
cerns emanating from
the developments in
the bank, and to pro-
tect the interest of its
depositors. A day later,
it superseded the coop-
erative bank's board for
a year and appointed an
administrator to man-
age its affairs.

The investigation into
the alleged discrepan-
cies began when inter-
nal audits revealed sig-
nificant cash shortages
in the safes of the Prab-

hadevi and Goregaon
branches in Mumbai.

Tn a formal memo-
randum of demands
submitted to RB1 Gov-
ernor Sanjay Malhotra,
the New India Co-Oper-
ative Bank Depositors’
Foundation comprising
affected individuals
and cooperative socie-
ties sought immediate
remedial measures to
alleviate their financial
hardships and revive
the bank.

Foundation president
T N Raghunatha said,
"The petition highlights
the plight of deposi-
tors who are unable to
access their savings,
which has impacted
the daily lives, includ-

ing medical expenses
and education of family
members. The depos-
itors are suffering due
to fraudulent activi-
ties perpetrated by the
bank's management,
rather than any mis-
management on their
own part."

One of the primary
grievances raised by
the foundation is the
inadequacy of the '?15
lakh deposit insurance
coverage, which is in-
sufficient for many de-
positors with signifi-
cantly higher savings.
There have also been
reports of bank officials
pressuring customers
to accept this payout
without providing clar-

ity on the fate of their
remaining deposits.

The petition argues
that a fraud amounting
to Rs 122 crore should
not have been severe
enough to destabilize
a bank with a deposit
base of Rs 2.436 crore
as of March 2024.

The forum suspects
that deeper financial
irregularities, such as
undisclosed  non-per-
forming assets (NPAs)
or additional frauds,
may be contributing to
the erisis.

The depositors’ foun-
dation has demanded
transparency from the
RBI. seeking details on
the audit findings of the
NICB's accounts.

Adani Green
Energy Projects
in Sri Lanka
Withdrawn

Colombo:
fundamental
rights petitions filed
against  the  Adani
Green Energy projects
in the northeastern re-
gion of Sri Lanka have
been withdrawn by the
petitioners.

The withdrawal
comes after the Attor-
ney General filed a mo-
tion following Adani
Green Energy's notifi-
cation to the Board of
Investment about its
decision to cancel its
wind energy projects.

Last month, the In-
dian conglomerate
announced its with-
drawal from further
engagement in the re-
newable wind energy
project in Mannar and
Pooneryn.

Fundamental rights
petitions were filed in
2024 after the previ-
ous cabinet approved
the project in May last
year. The petitions
pointed to the pro-
_iect's environmental
hazards and the lack of
transparency.

The Adani Group left
the project after the
new Sri Lankan gov-
ernment led by Pres-
ident Anura Kumar
Dissanayake decided
late in December to
review the project and
renegotiate the power
purchase agreement.

The previous gov-
ernment-negotiated
price of eight cents
was considered too
high, with the govern-
ment aiming to bring
it below six cents.

The National Peo-
ple's Power (NPP)
government, in the
run-up to the Sep-
tember presidential
election, had vowed
to annul the project.
In late December, the
new cabinet opted to
renegotiate the pur-
chasing price.

Five
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Wherever | come here in
Banglore | feel as if | am at

my second home": Rajat

ricket

Patidar at RCB unbox event

Kohli won’t have to up his strike rate, Salt
will take a lot of pressure off him: De Villiers

New Delhi

outh African batting great AB

de Villiers believes Virat Kohli

should focus on playing smart

cricket and continue controlling
the game this season as RCB possess
immense firepower with Phil Salt
expected to ease the pressure on the
Indian superstar.

Despite being one of RCB's most
consistent performers, Kohli's strike
rate was a topic of discussion past two
Seasons.

However, with the Bengaluru
franchise acquiring the English duo of
Salt and Liam Livingstone, along with
Australian Tim David and West Indian
Romario Shepherd — all fearless
strikers of the ball — de Villiers feels
Kohili can play with more freedom.

“Virat seems to be enjoying his
«t. 1 don't think he’s going to
have to up his strike rate batting with
Phil Salt,” de Villiers said on JioStar
Press Room on Tuesday.

“Salt is one of the most attacking
players we've ever seen. I think he's
going to take a lotof pressure of Virat,
Viratneeds to continie what he’s been
doing for so many years...control the
game, play smart cricket. He's got the
best instinct of any player out there. He

Seifert, Allen guide
NZ to five-wicket
win over Pakistan
in 2nd T20I

Dunedin

Fine knocks by openers Tim Seifert
and Finn Allen and solid bowling
spells from pacers helped New
Zealand secure a five-wicket win
over Pakistan in the second T20l of
the five-match series at Dunedin on
Tuesday.

With this win, 2
five-match serie
left.

NZ won the toss and opted to
bowl. Ben Sears (2/23) and Jacob
Duffy (2/20) removed openers Mo-
hammed Haris (11) and Hasan
Nawaz (0) early, reducing Pakistan to
19/2in 3.1 0vers.

Skipper Salman Agha and Irfan
Khan took Pakistan to 36/2 in six
overs, but Irfan (1) and Khusdil
Shah (2) fell in quick succession to
Ish Sodhi, reducing Pakistan to 52/4
in seven overs.

Agha finally fell to Sears for a
valiant 46 in 28 balls, with four
boundaries and three sixes, leaving
Pakistan with halfits side gone for 76
runsin 9.2 overs.

Shadab Khan (26 in 14 balls, with
fwo fours and two sixes) and Shaheen
Afridi (22* in 14 balls. with two fours
and a six) contributed some useful
runs down the order, bringing Pak-
istan to 135/9 in 15 overs during the
rain-curtailed match.

During the run-chase of 136 runs,
Sen‘m and Finn started off by un-
e: g carnage, with striking
Mohammed Al for three sixes in the
second over and Seifert belting Sha-
heen Shah Afridi for four sixes inthe
next over,

NZ reached the 50-run mark in
four overs.

Ali put an end to the 66-run stand,
removing Seifert for 45 in 32 balls,
with three fours and five sixes, NZ
wis 66/1in 4.4 overs.

Allen developed a brief partnership
with Mark Chapman, but his explo-
sive knock was ended by Jahandad
Khan, who trapped him Ibw for 38 in
Just 16 balls, with a four and five six-
es. NZwas 87/2 in 6.5 overs.

Kiwis lost Chaprnan (1) and James
Neesham (5) quickly and sunk to
g7/4 in 8.3 overs. Daryl Mitchell
(14 in 14 balls) and Mitchell Hay (21
in 16 balls, with two fours and a six)
formed a partnership that took NZ to
awin with 11 balls and five wickets in
hand.

2-0 up in the
wn.h [h ree games

knm»; when to up the ante a bit and
when to lower it.” The South African,
who played for RCB for 11 seasons, said
Kohli needs to ensure there are no
batting collapses,

“Virat needsto be the captain of the
batting department in this tournament
and really just keep things together,
play smart cricket to make sure they
don't find those eollapses in the batting
order.” The former Proteas sKipper
feels that Kohli has been subjected to

“unnecessary criticism over the last few
seasons

“There’s no doubt some of the

outside noise has maybe influenced
him a bit. He's only human, he's
definitely got those doubts in his head.

“But the one thing about Virat is that
he's always had the ability to, when it
matters most, when he crosses that line
for histeam, block everything out and
it’s business time.” With Faf du Plessis’
departure, RCB enters the season with
anew captain in Rajat Patidar.

De Villiers opined that Patidar's
biggest challenge would be dealing
with self-doubt while stepping into
the shoes of past captains like du
Plessis and Kohli.

“His biggest challenge will be
i stepping into the big boots
ofthe past eaptains like Fafand Virat..
having Virat around and constantly
almost doubting yourself.

“He needs to stay true to who heis
and not try te captain like Virat or like

Faf. And use the experience of Virat, use
the experience of Andy Flower and
some of the other players.” RCB will be
on the road consistently throughout the
seasan, frequently alternating between
home and away fixtures.

“Their schecluling is going to be a big
obstacle. The team is balanced and that
bodes well for them, especially with
their scheduling, where they hop
around to different verues all the time,
right througheut the tournament.
They've got the trickiest schedule of

all." Despite tl allenge, de
believes RCB has a strong and
balanced squad.

“They're only lacking an X-factor
spinner, right? Krunal Pandya is a
wonderful spinner. We've seen him
aver the years perform very consistently
and he can chip in with the bat as well.
‘They have some other options as well.

“But | mean, look at that batting
lincup. 1t is pure power. There's a mix
between power and also control.”

New Zealand-W vs Sri Lanka-W series
decider washed out due to raln

New Dethi

Alfter losing the ODI series 2-0 Sri Lan-
ka-W (SLW) came back strongly in the
T-20! against New Zealand-W, (NZW)
levelling the series 1-1 after the second
match, The third and decisive match
was plaved on Tuesday, March 18
which went in vain after rain washed
away the match due to r'un the toss was
also delayed, as per ESPNcricinfo,

Sri Lanka won the toss and decided
to bowl first. New Zealand started
very well scoring 42 runs in the pow-
erplay without losing any wickets.
Suzie Bates was the aggressor in this
partnership, The mateh was reduced to
15oversaside thanks to the second de-
lay. Sri Lanka's bowlers madle the most
ofthe break, picking up wickets on re-
turn.

After the powerplay, Sl Lanka fought
back and took three wickets in three
overs taking NZW down to 60 for no
Ioss to 75 for three. Chamar Athap-
aththu took the important wicket of
Bates, NZW was 101/3 in 14.1 over
when rain interrupted the game again
which eventually washed out the game.

Georgia Flimmer was the highest run
seorer of the match with 46 (37) runs

T BYERD. Blf\l"ll
——

followed by Suzie Bates with 31 (28)
runs, For SLW Chamari Athapaththu
was the pick of the bowler picking up
one widket and giving aw 1st 10 runs
in her three overs. Chamari Athap-
aththu was named player as player of
the series for her brilliant performance
with both bat and bowl.

Sri Lanka Women Squad: Chamari
Athapaththu(c), Vishmi Gunaratne,
Harshitha Samarawickrama, Kavisha
Dilhari, Manudi Nanayakkara, Nilak-
shi de Silva, Anushka Sanjeewani(w),

Leicestershire signs Pakistan test
captain Shan Masood for all format

Kingol
Vit

New Dethi
Leicestershire has secured Pakistan
Test captain Shan Masood for an all-for-
mat agreement for the summer of
2025. The 35-year-old, who led a Test
series victory over England last year,
will add hoth experience and batting
skill to Grace Road, as per ESPN-
cricinfo.

Heis expected tostart his ime with
the team in May, after the end of the
Pakistan Super League, and is antici-
pated to make his Leicestershire debut
on May 31, facing off against his old
county, Derbyshire.

Shan Masood earlier should to play
forYorkshire, as captain since 2023 last
seasan he scored 1240 runs atan av-
erage of 53 in 15 matches.

Shaan Musood expressed his exeite-
ment for playing Leicestershire in all
three formats, he expressed the adimi-
ration he had for Leicestershire.

"L am excited to have the chance to
play all three formats for Leicestershire,
I have always admired the club and
have had great conversations witha lat

of the team during the last three sea-
sons,” Masood said in a statement re-
le: on Tuesday as quoted by ESP-
Nerieinfo,

He also said that he loves playing in
Uptonsteel County Ground, he ad-
mired the support of fans who gather
at the ground and said Leicestershire
has been a very good teamin all formats
they have produced many young play-
ers over the year,

" love playing at Uptonsteel Coun-
ty Ground. The fans get behind the
team in strong numbers and the games
1have been a part of have always been
agreat spectacle. The club has been very
competitive inall formats and produced
some fantastic young players over the
last few years. It is an exciting time to
join the Foxes" he added.

Shan Masood has played 70 mateh-
s for Pakistan across all formats, he has
scored 2938 runs with six centuries and
fifteen fifties. He has an average of
something a batter would want his
average is only 29.08 with a strike
rate of 57.64.

Sugandika Kumari, Malki Madara, In-
oshi Priyadharshani, Achini Ku
suriya, Udeshika Prabodhani, Imesha
Dulani, Sachini Nisansala, Kaushani
Nuthyangana, Rashmika Sewwandi,
Chethana Vimukthi.

New Zealand Women Squad: Suzie
Bates(c), Georgia Plimmer, Emma
Meleod, Brooke Halliday, Tzzy Sharp,
Maddy Green, Jess Kerr, Flora De-
vanshire, Polly Inglis(w), Eden Carson,
Bree llling, Fran Jonas, Rosemary
Mair.

Ish Sodhi joins elite
group becomes 10th

& W
Dunedin

New Zealand secured a five-wicket
win over Pakistan in the second
Taol of the five-match series at
Dunedin on Tuesday. Post this match
1sh Sodhi joined the elite group of the
highest wicket-takets list for New
Zealand across all formats. Sodhi
took two wickets in the match mak-
ing his total 264 wickets in his career,
he surpassed former Kiwi fast bowler
Ewen John Chatfield who has 263
wickets to his name, as per ESPN-
cricinfo.

Sodhi is now the tenth-highest
wicket-taker for New Zealand, in a
career of 12 years Sodhi has played
196 and has picked up 264 wickets,
with best figures of 6/30, he also has
two fifers to his name. He has an av-
erage of 30.71 and an economy of
Indian-origin legspinner Ish
Sodhi moved to Auckland with his
parents, and Sodhi made his inter-
national debut back in 2013 against
Bangladesh in the test.

He has been associated with the
New Zealand team for 12 years but
has been in and out of the team, Sod-
hi hasbeen the only constant in the
T-20 side where he is the second-
highest wicket-taker for NZ behind
Tim Southee. Sodhi has 142 wickets
in T-20i with an average of 22.94 and
an economy of 7.97.

NZ won the toss and opted to
bowl, Pakistan's top order struggled
again facing the Kiwi bowlers only
Salman Agha managed to score 46
runs all the other batters failed to
score again. Shadab Khan (26 in 14
halls, with fwo fours and two sixes)

highest wicket taker

2 TP
After the powerplay, Sri
Lanka fought back and took
three wickets in three overs
taking NZW down to 60 for
no loss to 75 for three.
Chamari Athapaththu took
the important wicket of
Bates, NZW was 101/3 in
14.1 over when rain inter-
rupted the game again
which eventually washed
out the game.

and Shaheen Afridi (
with two fours and
some useful runs down the order,
bringing Pakistan to 135/9 in 15
overs during the rain-curtailed
match. Ben Sears was the pick of the
bowlers for NZ he picked with two
wickets giving away just 23 runs in
his three overs.

During the run-chase of 136 runs,
Seifert and Finn started by unleash-
ing carnage, with Allen striking Mo-
hammed Ali for three sixes in the s
ond over and Seifert belting Shaheen
Shah Afridi for four sixes in the next
over. Both the opener played well but
after Seifert and Finm NZ lost wick-
ets quickly until Mitchell Hay scored
a vital 21 runs and took NZ to a win
with 11 balls and five wickets in
hand. Haris Rauf (3/20) was the
top bowler for Pakistan.

Seifert was given the 'Player of the
Tourmament’ award for his knock.

BCCI likely to ease rules on families
travelling with players on tours: Sources

New Delhi

The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) is reportedly consid-
ering a more flexible approach to its
policy regarding players' families ac-
companying them on international
tours. According to BCCI sources,
players who wish to have their fam-
ilies with them for an extended pe-
riod during over: gnments
will now be able to apply for special
permission from the board.

This potential relaxation of rules
comes after Indian cricket stalwart
Virat Kohli speaking at the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) In-
novation Lab Indian Sports Sunymit
highlighted the emotional toll of
being away from family during de-
manding tours.

Speaking about the importance of
a support system, Kohli remarked
that no player would like to "sit
alone and sulk” after a poor show-
ing during a tour,” reported ESPN-
Cricinfo.

His comments shed light on the
mental challenges athletes face
when travelling for long durations
without their families.

Virat said as quoted by ESPN-
Cricinfo, "It is very difficult to ex-
plain to people how grounding it is
to just come back to your family
every time you have something in-
tense, which happens on the out-
side,”

"T'do not think people have an un-
derstanding of what value it brings
to a large extent. And 1 feel quite dis-
appointed about that because it is
like people who have no control

over what is going on are kind of
brought into conversations and put
out at the forefront that, 'oh, maybe
they need to be kept awa he
added.

The Indian stalwart said that he
would not like to miss any oppor-
tunity to spend time with family.

"Like, there could be different
situations happening in your life
all the time. And that allows you to
be absolutely normal. Not in avague
sense, butina very real way that you
finish your commitment, your re-
sponsibility, and then you come
back to your house, you are with
family, and there's absolutely nor-
malcy in your house and normal
family life goes on. So, for me, that
is absolutely a day of immense
pleasure. And T would not miss any
opportunities to go out and spend

time with my family whenever I
can,” he concluded.

The current BCCI policy allows
limited family presence during
tours, with restrictions often vary-
ing based on the series, venue, and
scheduling demands. However, as
conversations around mental well-
being in sports gain prominence, the
board appears to be reassessing its
stance. While there is no official con-
firmation yet, sources suggest that
under the new framework, players
will have to submit requests to the
BCCT

‘With the intemational cricket cal-
endar packed with fixtures, includ-
ing the upcoming ICC events and bi-
lateral series, this potential shift in
policy could provide much-needed
balance for players navigating the
intense demands of the sport.
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Had full confidence
inmy girls, they are
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All eyes on Chhetri as India face Maldives
in Asian Cup qualifier dress rehearsal

Shillong

he returning Suril Chhetri will

be the cynosure of all eyes as

India face Maldives in an

international friendly here on
Wednesday, the match serving as a
dress rehearsal for the all-important
AFC Asian Cup qualifier against
Bangladesh at the sume venue in less
thin a week's ime,

The go-vear-old Chhetricame outof
his international retirement eartier this
month to help the team successfully
navigate the qualifiers for the
continent’s top foothall toumnament,
starting with the March 25 clash.

The preparatory match for Manolo
Marquez's side marks a historic
moment as the Blue Tigers will play in
the football-crazy hill town for the first
time.

It will also be India’s all-time top
scorer Chhetri’s first match imm

his return to i

football.

In the pre-mateh press conference on
‘Tuesday, Marquez said, “1t is the first
time we are pluying here, but 1 have
warked with alot of coaches and players
from here, I knew it's a very nice place.

“T remember when 1 watched the
Durand Cup in Shillong last year, I said,
“Wow, the ground, erowd, atmesphere,
everything is nice.” I'mnot joldng, 1 said
it'dbe great if one day, the national team
could play here.” Defender Mehtab
Singh coneurred with the Spaniard.

Mehtab said, “We feel great to be in
Shillong, It's the first ime our national
team will be playing here. The north-
east is known for its football fan
following. Football is the biggest sport
here, Taking football to diverse regions

Mumbai City FC's
rocky road to
playoffs: Season
of ups, downs

New Delhi

The road to the playoffs wasanvthing
but smooth for the reigning ISL Cup
winners. Expected to dominate, Mum-
bai City FC instead endured an incon-
sistent campaign, finishing with nine
wins, nine draws, and six defeats, ac-
cording to the afficial website of the In-
dian Super League (ISL).

Injuries to key players distupted
their chythm, preventing them from
building any momentum ll|rougl| out
the league pllasc Yo.i lhv:r resilience
and experienc 1L 5 of their

is a great thing fior Indian football.” Far
Marquez, his first competitive match
since becoming India’s head coach in
July 2024 is a week away, and the
friendly presents a great opportunity to
fine-tune his team before the crucial
fixture,

The Indian team, though, remains
winless under Marquez with the side
ending the year with a 1-1 stalemate
against Malaysia in November jn
Hyderabad.

“It'sa friendly game to prepare forthe
Asian Cup qualifier, Obviously, we
want to win. We knew that the target
during the previous FIFA windows
was to arrive in the best possible
eondition for the first compatitive
match against Bangladesh next
Tuesday.

“1 don’t think we will play with the
same team against Bangladesh that
will play tomorrow. Obviously, vou

can’t change all 11. Some will repeat on
Tuesday. 'm confident in all my players.
It has to be & good game and a good
prepatation for Bangladesh.” Marquez

also confirmed Chhetri's involvement
inthe friendly match that will mark his
152nd cap for India.

“For sure, Sunil will play some
minutes. | don't know whether as a
starter or from the bench. We can use

six substitutions, so 17 players can
play, and 1 think Sunil will be one of
them.

“He isthe Indian playerwith the most
goals this season. [tdoesn’t matter ifa
player is 20, 40, or my grandfather at
87. Iftheyare Il.ll)(n_rs].'h“l theywill
be here. The national teamis notabout
developing players.

“Developed players have to arrive
here. The main team needs to win
gumes. And ifwe need to win games, we
nead o call players who are in better

shape, " said Marquez.

Chhetri had earlier hung his boots in
June 2024 aftera glonous international
career after making his India debut in
2005,

But he showed he remains a force to
reckon with, in the 2024-25 ISLwhich
has tumed out to be Chhter?’s most
prolific season.

He has scored 12 goals from 24
matchesto be the second highest scorer
overall and highest among Indians.

Mehtab, who has helped the Blue
Tigers’ back line keep six elean sheets
in 10 matches for Indiaso far, sid, “We
have been practicing very well for both
games — our primary focus is the
friendly against Maldives and then the
yualifier against Bangladesh. We're
taking things step by step.” Ranked 162
in the woild, 36 places below India,
Maldives are also using the friendly
match to prepare for their Asian Cup

qualifier against Philipy next

Indian runner Archana
Jadhav gets four-year
ban for failed dope test

New Delli

Ay,

Maldives head coach Ali Suzain said,
“Thank vou for the hospitality here,
We're playing Philippines on the 25th,
50it’s a preparation matceh for us. But
it’s an important one since India and
Maldives are two strong sides in this
region. 1 hope it will be a good fight.

“Although we havent plaved much at
the international level these days, 1
have been with these players fora long
time. 1 know them very well and 1
know their strengths and weaknesses
and how to work on them.

“The players also have confidence in
me. Maldives is a football country.
Every island has football pitches. We
will give our best for the people of
Maldives.”

"Immensely proud of our athletes who have
brought glory to the natlon PM Modi

New Delhi

Special Olympics Bharat, on Monday,
organised a welcome ceremony for the
Indian athletes who retumed from
Turin, taly after a historic 2025 Special
Olymipics World Winter Games ¢:
paign, PM Narendra Modi posted pi
tures with plavers he met, expressing
immense joy and pride in their achieve-
ments.

The Indian contingent, comprising 30
athletes and 10 support staff mem-
bers, returned home with an inspiring
m]lncmm of 33 medals, including 8
r, and 7 bronze medals,
six sporting disciplines:

ing,

recent suceess—helped Ihun ua\'lg;lu
the chall . In the final Ms

they delivered a dominant pu'ﬁmmmw
against Bengaluru FCto securea spat
in the ISL Playoffs for the third con-
secutive season.

Now. in Knockout 1, the islanders
will onee again face Bengaluru FC,
where they have-a chance to put their
best foot forward and fight to retain
their title.

Petr Kratky's side began the season
inconsistently, struggling to establish
early momentum. Their campaign
opened with a remateh oflast season's
ISL Cup final against Mohun Bagan
Super Giant, where they once again
staged acomeback - this time from two
goals down to snatch a point.

However, the Tshanders faltered in
the very next match going down ina
five-goal thriller to Jamshedpur FC.
Mumbai City FC managed just two
wins in their first eight games, reflect-
inga team struggling to rediscover their
championship mentality. With four
draws and multiple missed chances,
they struggled to convert perform-
ances into victories, leaving them stuck
inmid-table and unable to assert their
dominance. Mid-season was riddled
with injuries for the Islanders, yet it was
arguably their best spell of the cam-
paign. This period saw them secure
their only back-to-back victories of
the season, offering a temporary boost.

Between Matchweek 10 and Match-
week 17, they won four of eight match-
es and picked up two draws, showing
signs of resurgence. However, theirin-
ability to sustain momentum remained
aconam, as two more heavy home de-
feats - agninst NorthEast United FC
and Jamshedpur FC, once again halt-
ed their progress.

As the season reached its decisive
phase, the team sat in sixth place. A
dominant win over Mohammedan SC
in Matchweek 18 propelled them to
fifth, just one point behind third-
placed Bengalur FC.

ling, floo
snowshoeing, short track speed skating
and cross country skiing.

"1 am immensely proud of our ath-
letes who have brought glory to the na-

tion at the Special Olvmpics World
Winter Games held in Turin, Ttaly!
Our ineredible contingent has brought
home 33 medals. Met the contingent in

Parliament and congratulated them
for their accomplishments." PM Naren-
dra Modi posted on X.
Union Minister of Labour and Em-
plwmml Ymuh Aﬂ'mls and Sports Dr
kh M: 1 PM

India's long-distance runner
Archana Jadhav an Tuesday
banned for four years owing to a
failed dope test in January, the
findings of which she did not contest
despite repeated reminders,
prompting World Athletics to deem
her actions as acceptance of guilt.

According to World Athleties”
Athletes Integrity Unit (AIU), Jad-
hav's sample, which was collected at
the Pune Half-Marathon in. De-
cember last year, contained pro-
hibited substance Oxandrolone.
“This synthetic anabolic steroid pro-
motes protein production and mus-
cle building in the body.

The ban came into effect from
January 7. Jadhav has been under
provisional suspension for the du-
ration. On February 25, she had
replied to the violation charge in an
e-mail xothe AlU stating "I am ex-
tremel ry sir.,.J welcome your
decision.” l'hc AU said its under-
standing of this communication
was that Jadhav did not require a
hearing and was "content™ to get a
decision from the body,

The AIU said Jadhav was

theless informed that she had

Narendra Modi's tweeton his X handle
and reagarded all the athletes with
their Best Friend (PM Modi). "Athletes
with their Param-Mitra!" Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya on X.

The ceremony, held at the Major
Dhyan Chand National Stadium, was
mmdu] bythe MJm:.lef@tu(l Min-

sha Khadse and President of Special
Olympics Bharat, Mallika Nadda. The
dignitaries were accompanied on the
stage by Special Olvmpics Bharat ath-
lete Bharti, who won two gold medals
in the tournament,

time till March 3 to admit that she
had committed the Anti-Doping
Rule Violations, and was reminded
of the same by the Athletics Feder-
ation of India (AFI) on February 28.
The AIU, however, did not get any
response from Jadhav.

The AIU said Jadhav has also not
demonstrated that the Anti-Doping
Rule Violations not inten-
tional”.
he Athlete is deemed to have
committed the Anti-Doping Rule
Violations...,” the AIU stated.

As a result, "a period of ineligi-

Breaking barriers in Indian Golf: Kapil Dev-Grant Thornton
Invitational returns in 2025 w1th a mixed format

New Delhi

The Kapil Dev - Grant Thormton Invi-
tational retums for its third edition, in-
troducing a groundbreaking mixed for-
mat that's set to transform the [ndian
2olf landscape. This prestigious tour-
nament, co-presented hy ericket legend
Kapil Dev and premium consulting
firm Grant Thornton Bharat, has es-
tablished itselfas o key fisture on the In-
dian golf calendar, driving growth and
inclusivity in the sport. Proudly hailed
as India's best golf course 2024 by the
World Golf Awards, the tournament is
set totee off at Prestige Golfshire in Ben-
galuru from April 23 to 26, 2025, This
pioneering event is India’s first profes-
sional golf tournament to be co-sanc-
tioned by the Professional Golf Tour of
India (PGTT) and the Women's Golf As-
saciation of India (WGAI). It features
Indin's top male and female profes-
sionals competing together, wing for
the same prize purse of INR 2 crores.

Vishesh C. Chandiok, CEO, Grant
Thomton Bharat. said, "The Kapil Dev
- Grant Thomton Invitational 2025 is
more than just a golf tournament—it's
a defining event for Indian sport and
business. As the first professional golf
event in India to be co-sanctioned by
both the PGTTand the WGAL it brings
‘men and women professionals togeth-

weare not just growing golf—we are re-
shaping the future of Indian sports
into one that is diverse; accessible, and
truly equal.”

The tournament combines the Pro-
fessional Championship with a thrilling
Pm Am component, bringing together

and

ina dy-

three profession: n the Pro-Am
standings, making this tournament a
thrilling blend of high-stakes competi-
tion and camaraderie.

PGTI President and Indian Cricket
Legend Kapil Devsaid, “With the third
\.d-lhﬂl'\ ofthe Kapll Dev - Grant Thorn-
ton ional, we're puised to raise the

namicand engaging way, Kickstarting
with a practice rotmd on April 23, fol-
lowed by athree-day, 54-hole champi-
onship from April 24 to 26, where 60
men and 12women professionals will
compete for the same prize purse. The
event will also feature three Pro-Am
rounds in a rotational format, with 48

eron the same stage, peting for the
same prize purse, and paired with am-
ateur celebrities from cricket, busi-

1! g affin the moming,
while the ren 1aining 24 pairup with 72
amateurs in the afternoon session.

bar even higher, making this year's
event the most

unforgettable vet. T extend my grat-
itudlie to Grant Thornton Bharat for their
unwavering support in promoting golf
inindia and Lalso thank the venue Pres-
tige Golfshire Bengaluru. Golf holds im-
mense importance in India, fostering in-
clusivity, diversity, and excellence.
Through this tournament, we aim ©in-
spire a bmndcr wdlc‘nﬂ:, create a larg-
erec of entl and most

ness, government, arts and fashion. Our Each Pro-Am team will one
visionis to builda ) that fos-  p ional and three amateurs, with
ters amore inclusive and ible In- 1 the pro’s stroke play

dia. By breaking barriers and setting a
new precedent forinelusivity insports,

and the amateurs’ scramble format.
Prize maney will be awarded to the top

meumanl}y. nurture the next genera-
tion of golfers, mitking the sport more
accessible and inclusive for all. T'm

grateful to all our partners for their com-

mitment to shaping a vibrant and in-
clusive sporting culture in India. Let's
miake this edition another milestone in
polf's exciting journey in our country.”

Mr. Amandeep Iuhl CEO, PGTI,
said, “After the fiul first

bility of four years”™ commences on
January 7.

In addition, her results on and
since December 15, 2024 stand dis-
qualified.

She will have to forfeit all awards,
medals, points, prizes and appear-
ance money for the period.

The AIU said Jadhav did not ex-
ercise her right to a ‘B’ sample test
despite expressing a desire todo so
in early communication.

She responded well past the stip-
ulated date of January 17 (o state
that she was hospitalised owing to
illness.

This was after she was tald about
the procedure and the cost involved
in getting a test. The ATU said it had
provided an extended deadline to
the athlete.

“...on 22 January 2025, the ATU
wrote to the Athlete and provided
her with an extended deadline by
which to make the full payi ment of
the costs of the BSnm;ﬂc-mnl ta
World Athleties...” Jadhav was re-
quired to confirm her availability by
no later than January 24.

The AIU said Jadhav once again
failed to respond or make the full
payment.

She had last competed in the Del-
hi half marathon in October 2024 in
the elite Indian women'’s race, fin-
ishing fourth with a time of 1:20.21
behind winner Lili Das, Kavita Ya-
dav and Priti Lamba,

Jadhav has a personal best of
35:44.26 in 10,000m, and 1:20:21 in
the hall marathon. In the 3,000m,
she has a personal best of 10:28.82.

Jadhav had also submitted re-
ports from Agilus Diagnostics con-
taining the results of several (neg-
ative) drug tests performed on a
urine sample.

S8UL to represent
India at Esports
World Cup 2025
among 40 top
global teams

New Delhi

twoeditions, the eﬂgm’i\ awaited Kapil
Dev - Grant Thornton Invitational
makes & welcome return to the PGTT.
We thank our President Mr.

Kapil Devand Mr. Vishesh Chandiok,
CEO, Grant Thornton Bharat, for their
joint initiative in getting the event back
on the PGTI calendar. We also thank
Grant Thomton Bharat, Prestige Golf-
shire Club and all other event partners
for partnering with PGTT in making the
event possible. The partic: :mhon of
the leading Indian lady

Women's Golf Associ
(WGAI), adds a new dimension and
more excitement to the event and
stresses on the theme of inclusivity in
spart. This year’s tournament with its
new format, new venue and the pres-
ence of top Indizn lady professionals, is
thus set to offer a unique and memo-
rable experience to the professionals
and golf fans alike,"

Supported by Proud Partngr Incus-
paze and Championship Sponsors Call-
away, Harley Davidson and Ballan-
tines, Kapil Dev - Grant Thornton In-
vitational has transcended its role asa
golftmtrmmcnt. cmcrg'mgls acatalyst

Inalandmark development, SSUL has
beenselected asa Club Partner by the
Esports World Cup Foundation
(EWCF) for the uproming EWC sea-
son, 2025, making history as the first
and only Indian team to carn this ho-
nour.

Handpicked as one of just 40 best es-
ports organizations worldwide, S8UL
stands alongside the higgest names in
global esports- a testament to the
team's dominance, fan power, and
sheer impact in gaming and esports.
With this, S8UL continues to elevate
Indian esports on the global stage, as
pera press release from SSUL.

A dominant force in Battlegrounds
Mobile India (BGMT) and Pokemon
UNITE, SBULhas now expanded into
VALORANT and Call of Duty: Mobile
(COD:M). The osganisation has also set
its sights on Latin America, Southeast
Asla, and Europe, growingits presence
i international esports markets. Al-
ready established as a top esports org
in India, its selection into the EWCF
Club Partner Program furtheranchors
S8UL's position as a key playerin the
global esports space.

Blending esports dominance with

for incl and trans-
formation. As #GTBharat continues
to shape #VibrantBharat, this pio-
neering event showeases the profound
impact of sports on society.

enter A is
home to over 25 of the countiy’s lead-
ing gaming o1 s, as it continues to
play akey role in shaping India's gam-
mg cul ture.




Rishi Kapoor was "a
little dissatisfied" with
his career, recalls
Rakesh Roshan

Mumbai
helate Rishi Kapoor
shared a deep bond
with filmmaker and
actor Rakesh
Roshan. The two first met on
the sets of "'Khel Khel Mein'

tress Neeta Kapoor. Over
the years, their friendship
grew stronger, and they col-
laborated on multiple films,

including "Thoota Kahin Ka'
(1979) and Aap Ke Deewane
(1980).

Rakesh Roshan spoke
about his memories with
Kapoor, who was fondly
called Chintu by the film fra-
ternity.

The 'Kaho Naa... Pyaar
Hai' director recalled how
passionate the actor was and
how he did some amazing
work before his death. How-
ever, there was a time when
Kapoor felt "a little dissatis-
fied" because he found him-
selfdoing similar roles, which

made him feel stuck.

"He did amazing work be-
fore he left us. All his last
films were amazing. He took
on different kinds of roles,
and he was so happy. You
will not believe... he used to

yeh picture sign ki hai...
Usme main ganja bhi ho
raha hoon, buddha ho raha
hoon, 80 saal ka. Roz muj
makeup karna padta hai 4
ghante, 5 ghante," he said.

"In the middle, yes, he got
a little bored. He would say,
‘Yaar, wahi same cheez, wahi
tole, wahi kar raha hoon.' He

vas 4 little dissatisfied with
his career,” Roshan added.

Rishi Kapoor's final film
was Sharmaji Namkeen
(2022), which was released
posthumously. Since he
could not complete filming,
Paresh Rawal stepped in to
finish his partiens. The actor
passed away on April 30,
2020, at the age of 67, after
battling leukemia.

Mumbai
ctor Sadia Kha-
teeb shared her
working experi-
nee with John
Abraham in Shivam
Nair's directorial
film "The Diplo-
mat’.

She spoke
about her
experience
of sharing
screen-
space with
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John, saying. "It was a
beautiful experience. Heis
a fantast or, but more
he is a fantastic human be-
ing. I have
al -

She

spoke about her
experience of sharing
screenspace with John, say-
ing, "It was a beautiful experi-
ence. He is a fantas
more he is a fantastic human

being. [ have always
. mired and adored him. It
was nice workin,

Mumbai

ollywood superstar

Aamir Khan has

beenthe talk of the

town ever since he
confirmed his relationship
with Gauri Spratt on his
6oth birthday.

And, now, on Tu ¥y
Aamir and Gauri were spot-
ted together for the first
time in public, grabbing
eveballs. Mumbai-based
shutterbugs quickly man-
aged to capture the love-
birds in the town as they
were getting into a car.

The viral pictures and
videos show Aamir first
stepping outof the building,
and smiling for the pa-
parazzi. He waited for Gau-

"Wanted a
newcomer..":
Rakesh Roshan

Miimbai
ctor and director
Rakesh Roshan in-
troduced his son
1rithik Roshan
with the 2000 romantic film
‘Kaho Naa... Pyaar Hai',
which went on to become a
massive hit and a landmark
in HrithiK's career.

The ace filmmaker, how-
ever, shared that he would
have made the film with any
newcomer had it not been
his son.

He shared that there was
ure on him to intro-
n; rather. hewas
willing to make a romantic
film.

Roshan said that making
'Kaho Naa... Pvaar Hai' was
a challenge for him as he had
done "Khudgarz', 'Khoon
Bhari Maang', followed by
*Kishen Kanhaiya', 'King Un-
cle', "Karan Arjun’ and Koy~
1a’ but never any romantic
film,

with him."

admired
and adored him. It was nice
working with him.

Directed by Shivam Nair,
“The Di at’ stars. John
Abraham in the lead role

ri and quickly escorted her
to the car.

Aamir was previously
married to Reena Dutta,
and later Kiran Rao. From
his first marriage with
Reena, Aamir has two chil-
dren, Junaid and Ira, The
actor and his second wife,
ector Kiran Rao, mar-
ried in 2005 and separated
in 2021. They continue to
co-parent their son, Azad

During the press event
that was conducted on his
birthday, Aamir also
opened up about his up-
coming projects, revealing
how passionate he is to
adapt the epic Mahabharat
into a film,

"Weare just starting with
the writing process. We are
putmxglu),qhuamam S0
et's see how that goes," he
said. In the coming months,
Aamir will be seen headlin-
ing Sita Zameen Par.
The film is expected to fea-
ture Genelia in a pivotal
role.

c actor, but

Sadia Khateeb shares her
_ working experience with John
Abraham in 'The Diplomat'

as JP Singh, a skilled diplo-
1gdl|1u, a high-
sion. The film is
an intense political thriller
that highlights the power of
negotiation and intellect
over violence and war.

On how it was to work in
the film, she added, "It was
an inspiring journey. I
started reading about it
after giving the audi-
tions s an actor, it
was challenging for me
but at the same place. It
was a hig opportunity
for me, and T was very
happy to get it in the ear-
ly stage of my career. When
1 got the project, I didn't
thought much about the
challenges but was full of
gratitude for getting such a
chance because, as an actor,
you want to play such chal-
lenging and meaty roles
anddo sumelh.u]g different
and creative. "

Earlier, Abraham shared

what drew him to Lhe film,
describing it as an "emo-
tional, on-the-edge psy-
chological thriller” rather
than just another patriotic
story.

He said, "I didn't do the
film just because it's patri-
otic; I did it because it's an
emotional, on-the-edge
psychological thriller,”

Comparing it with the
film Argo, the actor added,
"It's like a film called Argo,
and if you watch that film,
it's a true story about the
US Embassy in Iran and
how they had to get people
out. You won't move when
you watch that film: you'll
Just be glued to your seat.
That feeling is what I got
from The Diplomat."

John also mentioned that
the film is not a typical In-
dia-Pakistan story and en-
couraged fans to view it
from a "humanitarian an-
gle”

Aamir Khan spotted with
girlfriend Gauri Spratt after
confirming their relationship

Colin Farrell in talks
to star in 'Sgt. Rock'
for DC Studios

Washington
ctor Colin Farrell,
who rose to promi
nence as a S
C villain in "The
Penguin', isin talks to retum
to the DC universe in ‘Sgt.
Rock', a Warld War Il action
film directed by Luca
Guadagnino for DC Studios.
The move comes after
Danie] Craig, who had been
circling the feature project,
announced his departure
and is now considering a
tole in Greta Gerwig and
Netflix's take on Narnia, as
per The Hollywood Re-

February, DC Studios
E Gunn and
Peter Safran stated that
Craig had never received
an offer. They stated that the
production would bagin this
summer "only if we find the
perfect actor.”
Created by Robert
Kanigher and Joe Kubert,
'Sgt. Rock’ is-a World War I

soldier who firstappeared in
comics in 1959. His comic
was one of DC's longest-
running books. Arnold

Wiltis previously e the
role during Hollywood's
mu.lt.l decade history of try-

The seript is from sereen-
writer Justin Kuritzkes, who
penned Guadagnino's Chal-
lengers and Queer.

Farrell portrayed Penguin
as a ruthless crime lord in
The Batman, Matt Reeves'

a lake on the

usadler:
turned to the character in
The Penguin, an HBO spin-
off that won widespread ac-
daim and awards. Farrell
earned a SAG Award, Gold-
en Globe Award, Critics
Choice Award, and Saturn
mong other huz-

according to The Hol-
lywood Reparter.

National Theatre Festival leaves Delhiites
overwhelmed to soul-stirring plays

New Delhi
heatre loversin Del-
i were captivated
and were truly de-
lighted by two out-
standing plays BARFF by
veteran actor  director
Saurabh Shukla and EK MU-
LAQAT MANTO SE by Ash-
wath Bhatt, known for his
work ‘with Theatre and
movies at the two-day NA.
TIONALTHEATRE FESTI-
VAL 2025 DELHI by AD
PIX at Shri Ram Center for
Performing Arts (SRCPA)
over the weekend.

While BARFF which is
produced by Ashvin Gid-
wani, with a powerful per-
formance by Saurabh Shuk-
la, Sunil Palwal, Aanchal
Chauhan, kept audience on
the edge for its thrills and sus-
pense, "EK MULAQAT

MANTO SE", with Maneesh
Varma as Creative Producer,
and a brilliant acting by Ash-

tan p.]rnmm_
ational Theatre Fes-
tival 2025, Delhi was a deep
dive into themes of truth,
belief, and the socio-political
upheaval of our times, re-
flected through the lens of
theatre, Managed by Team
Abhra Dasgupta, an active
atre person at Kolkata f
last 23 years. Abhra believes

"We are thrilled to seea great
response in Delhi. In the-
atre, ance is no barrier-
our stories, emotions and
voices unite us beyond all
borders and we hope topres-
ent our makterrums in fu-
ture too.”

Both the days were graced
with the presence of theatre
enthusiasts. This two-day
theatre extravaganza bronght
jov and immense satisfac-
tion to its audiences, suc-
cessfully uniting people
through the power of per-
formance. AD Pix did an ex-
ceptional job curating this
event, offering two remark-
able performances by leg-
cnd.nrv thespians of the coun-

l'lu festival kicked off on
its inauguration day in the
glorious presence of veteran

duction by AGP, Barff, Writ-
ten, directed, andpm‘lnrmv:d
National Award-winning
actor Shri Saurabh Shukla,
this play captured the audi-
ence’s attention from the
very start. Alongside him,
renowned actors Sunil Palwal
and Anchal Chauhan brought
' to life with
e performances,
m.«kag the first day a mas-
sive Success,

On the second day, theau-
dience was treated to anoth-
er exceptional performance.
The talented actor, play-
wright, and NSD faculty
member Shri Ashwath Bhatt
captivated theaudience as he
embodied the character of
Shahadat Hussain Manto.
His portrayal of the legendary

writer was nothing short of
mesmerizing, leaving a last-
ing impact on the specta-
tors. Produced by Collective
this performance
ed the depth and
versatility of theatre.
Through this two-day cel-
ebration of theatre, AD Pix
reinforced the message that
isa powerful tool ca-
pable of transcending barri-
ers and fostering harmony.
concept of "Bengal Meels
," which was wid
promoted through adver-
tisements, hoardings, and
bamners, tesonated deeply
withthe andience. Itwasev-
ident that this festival was not
Jjust a display of talent but
also a cultural bridge be-
tween two regions.
25 alone AD Pix has
1ceessfully organ-

uh-ea&y

zed some national-level the-
atre festivals, in various cities
and they are committed to
continuing this tradition in
the future. The event owes
much of its success to the
dedicated team of young
thespians from Bengal. Led
by Abhra Dasgupta, the
renowned set and light de-
signer, the team also includ-
ed Swagata Chatterjee (the-
dtre practiioner), Nilanjan
Ganguly (actor), and Mau-
mita Dutta (actor), who en-
sured that the festival ran
smoothly and efficiently.

The National Theatre Fes-
tival in Delhi 2025 has un-
deniably left an indelible
mark on the hearts of its au-
dience, building a solid foun-
dation for future theatre
events in the city, AD Pix
Production commitment to
bringing world-class theatre
to Delhi is commendable,
and we lopkforward to more
such spectacularcelebrations
of the artform in the years to
come,

BARFT is an intense ex-
plaration of truth and belief
that promises to keep audi-
ences on the edge of their
ts. Saurabh Shitkla shares,
ly goal is to engage the
audience deeply through
masterful storytelling and a
powerful portrayal of the
protagonist.






