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Blast outside Amritsar
temple, ISI role suspected

B Punjab Police said it suspects the role of Pakistan's spy agency Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) in the attack on Thakur Dwar temple and vowed to apprehend the culprits soon.

Amritsar

blast occurred out-
side a temple in
mritsar  around

midnight when an uni-
dentified attacker who
came on a motorcycle
hurled an explosive de-
vice towards the build-
ing, damaging a portion
of its wall and shattering
window panes, officials
said on Saturday.

Punjab Police said it
suspects the role of Pa-
kistan's spy agency In-
ter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) in the attack on
Thakur Dwar temple
and vowed to apprehend
the culprits soon.

There have been many
incidents of explosions
targeting police posts in
Amritsar and Gurdaspur
in the past four months
but this is the first such
attack on a temple.

While no one was hurt
in the incident, which
was captured on CCIV,
the explosion caused
panic among residents
in the Khandwala area
of Amritsar.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann said the
Amritsar incident was

a handiwork of fissipa-
rous forces that want to
destabilise the peace but
they will never succeed
in their design.

Opposition parties al-
leged that it was proof
of the 'collapse’ of the
law and order under the
Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party sought a Central
Bureau of Investigation
probe into the incident

A

while Congress leader
Partap Bajwa demand-
ed the resignation of CM
Mann who holds Home
portfolio.

Amritsar Police Com-
missioner Gurpreet Sin-
gh Bhullar said the po-
lice were informed about
the incident at around 2
am on Saturday by the
temple priest.

CCTV footage of the
incident showed two uni-
dentified persons coming

P N

to the temple on a mo-
torcycle which had a flag.
One person got down and,
after a while, hurled a
explosive device towards

he two then

stepped up around the ex-
plosion site and the police
have covered the damaged
wall with a green net.
Bhullar said police
teams were trying to

Gulmarg: Tourists enjoy fresh snowfall at the scenic ski resort, embracing the
winter charm in Gulmarg on Saturday.

[ was beaten up, jailed in
Assam, recalls Amit Shah

Guwahati
ecalling his de-
tention during

iteshwar Saikia's
tenure as Assam Chief
Minister, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday said that dur-
ing the Congress govern-
ment in Assam, he was
beaten up and had jail
food for seven days in
the state.

Speaking at the inau-
gural ceremony of Lachit
Barphukan Police Acade-
my in Dergaon, Shah at-
tacked Congress and said
that the Congress did not
allow peace in Assam.

"I have also been beat-
en up by the Congress

government in Assam.
Hiteshwar Saikia was
the Chief Minister of As-

sam and we used to raise
slogans against former

PM Indira Gandhi that

'Assam ki galiyan suni
hai, Indira Gandhi khoo-
ni hai'. 1too had jail food
for seven days in Assam
and people from all over
the country came to save
Assam. Today Assam is
moving ahead on the
path of development,"
Shah said.

Hiteswar Saikia served
as the chief minister of
Assam for two terms
from 1983 to 1985 and
then from 1991 t0 1996.

He further said that
Assam's Lachit Barphu-
kan police academy will
become the top one in
the country in the next
five years.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

trace the men involved
in the blast and they
would be nabbed soon.
“Our teams are follow-
ing them. Like we had
traced earlier incid
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Justice Joymalya
Bagchi to be sworn in as
SCjudge on March 17

New Delhi

this incident will also be
traced," he said.

He suspected the role
of Pakistan's ISI behind
the incident.

"1 want to warn all the
youths not to fall into the
trap of Pakistan's ISL. All
the previous incidents
have been traced and
the accused have been
arrested. It came to the
fore that the accused be-
longed to economically
weaker families and they
did all for the money.

“I want to warn them
not to destroy their lives.
The police will take
strictest action against
them," said Bhullar.

Unconfirmed reports
claimed that a grenade
was used in the attack.

A forensic team has
collected samples from
the spot, Bhullar said,
adding the nature of
explosives will be ascer-
tained after necessary
examination.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

ustice  Joymalya
JBagchi, a judge of

the Caleutta High
Court, will on Monday
be sworn in as a Su-
preme Court judge.

Chief Justice of India
(CJ1) Sanjiv Khanna will
administer the oath of
office to Justice Bagchi
in the presence of other
Supreme Court judges at
a ceremony on the apex
court premises.

Once Justice Bagchi
takes oath, the Supreme
Court will have 33 judg-
es against its sanctioned
strength of 34.

Justice Bagchi  will
have a tenure of more
than six years in the top
court, during which he
will also serve as the CJI.

Born on October 3,
1966, Justice Bagehi will
assume the office of CJ1
upon the retirement of
Justice KV Viswanathan
on May 25, 2031. His
tenure will last till his
his retirement on Octo-

Dance or face suspension:

Lalu's son tells cop

Patna

averick RJD
leader Tej Prat-
ap Yadav found

himself at the centre of
a fresh controversy on
Saturday when a police-
man was commanded by
the former Bihar minis-
ter to perform a 'thumka'
(pelvic thrust) or face
suspension.

The lurid drama un-
folded at the official resi-
dence of Yadav, the elder
son of former chief min-
isters Lalu Prasad and
Rabri Devi, during holi
celebrations.

In a style reminiscent
of the 'kapda faad Holi'
that his father used to
organise, Yadav tore off
clothes of supporters
who poured in to greet
him, and also drove a
scooter on the streets
adjoining  his  house,
screaming "Happy Holi
Paltu Chacha", a taunt
obviously aimed at Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
who has aligned with and
dumped the RJD twice.

One of the videos
of his revelry that has

gone viral on social me-
dia show the Hasanpur
MLA regally seated on a
sofa, placed on a make-
shift stage, holding a
mike.

"Ae sipahi, ae Deepak,
abhi ek gana bajaenge
jis par tumko thumka
lagana padega. Nahin
lagaoge to tumko sus-
pend Kar denge. Bura
na maano Holi hai (Hey
policeman  Deepak.....
we are going to play a
song on which you shall
perform a pelvic thrust.
If you do not, you will
suspended. Don't mind.
It's Holi"),Yadav can be
heard as saying before a
musical band bursts into
a devotional song that is
often played during the
festival of colours in Bi-
har. Agency

NASA, SpaceX launch mission
to bring Suni, Butch home

Washington

paceX and NASA
have launched a
mission to bring

back  United States
astronauts Sunita
Williams and  Butch

Wilmore from the Inter-
national Space Station
(ISS), where they have
been stranded for nine
months.

"The lift-off took place
at 7:03 ET on Friday,
with a Falcon 9 rock-
et carrying a Dragon
spacecraft on the Crew-
10 mission.

The mission also
launched four crew
members to the ISS:
NASA astronauts Anne
McClain and Nichole
Ayers, JAXA (Japan

Explora-
tion Agency) astronaut
Takuya Onishi, and Ros-
cosmos cosmonaut Kirill
Peskov

Crew-10 is the 1oth
crew rotation mission

Aerospace

under  SpaceX's hu-

man space transpor-
tation system and the
1th flight with a crew
aboard to the ISS station
through NASA's Com-
mercial Crew Program,
including the Demo-2
test flight.

Sunita Williams and
Butch Wilmore have
been stranded on the
1SS for nine months
after reaching there
in June last year. They
were supposed to stay
there for about a week.

Ahead of the launch,
US Secretary of Defence
Pete Hegseth shared a
video message express-
ing support for NASA's
SpaceX Crew-10.

Agency

ber 2, 2031.

Justice Bagchi's name
was cleared by the cen-
tral government on
March 10 for appoint-
ment as a Supreme
Court judge.

On March 6, a
five-member collegium
headed by CJI Khan-
na recommended his
name for Supreme Court
judgeship.

The collegium — also
comprising Justice BR
Gavai, Justice Surya
Kant, Justice Abhay S
Oka and Justice Vikram
Nath — noted that no
Caleutta High Court
judge had risen to be-
come the CJ1 since the
retirement of Justice Al-
tamas Kabir on July 18,
2013.

Justice Bagchi was
appointed a judge in
the Caleutta High Court
on June 27, 2011. He
was_transferred to the
Andhra Pradesh High
Court on January 4,
2021. Agency

Slapped
several times,
forced to sign:
Ranya Rao

< Bengaluru
Kannada actress
Harshavardhini  Ran-

va, a key accused in the
gold smuggling case, has
alleged that officials of
the Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence (DRI)
assaulted her and forced
her to sign blank and
typed papers.

In a letter addressed
to the Additional Direc-
tor General of the DRI
in Bengaluru on March
6, Ranya claimed that a
false case had been foist-
ed on her.

She stated that she
was wrongly accused of
carrying more than 14kg
of gold upon her return
from Dubai.

“Your officers did not
permit me to explain that
1 am innocent in this mat-
ter,” alleged Harshavard-
hini Ranya, also known as
Ranya Rao.

The actress further
claimed that from the
time she was detained
until she was produced
before the court, she was
slapped in the face 10 to
15 times.

“Despite repeated hit-
ting and slapping, I re-
fused to sign the state-
ment they prepared.”

She also alleged that
she was forced to sign 50
to 60 typed papers and
around 40 blank sheets.

“One of the officers told
me, ‘If you don’t sign, we
will expose your father's
name and identity, even
though we know he is
not involved,” the mod-
el-actor claimed.

Ranya is the step-
daughter of DGP-rank
officer K Ramachan-
dra Rao, who currently
serves as the Managing
Director of the Karnata-
ka State Police Housing
and Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation.

She has also acted in
films, including “Maan-
ikya”. Agency




Blast outside
Amritsar
temple, ISI
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Bhullar said the police
have taken CCTV foot-
age from nearby camer-

5.
At the time of the at-
tack, the priest of the
temple was slecping
inside the temple and
woke up to the sound of
the explosion.

Chicf Minister Mann
said  many attempts
have been made from
time to time to disturb
Punjab but the state
police has taken timely
action against such cle-
ments,

"Punjab is completely
safe in terms of law and
order," he told reporters
in Chandigarh.

He stressed that mu-
tual brotherhood and
peace would be main-
tained in the state,

Being a border state, a
number of forces inimi-
calto the state have been
chalking out nefarious
designs to disturb the
hard-earned peace of
Purnjab, Mann later said
in a statement.

However, he said that
the wigilant Punjab Po-
lice has always foiled
such attempts.

Mann said the Am-
ritsar incident was also
the handiwork of the
fissiparous forees that
want to destabilise the
peace, progress and
prosperity of the state.

He said that the state
government  will nev-
er allow these forees to
succced in their nefari-
ous designs and all their
conspiracies will be
foiled.

Mann also stressed
that the law and order
situation in Punjab is
much better than in oth-
cr states.

The Congress, the BJP
and the Shiromani Aka-
li Dal targeted the AAP
government after the
incident.

‘l strongly condemn
the bomb attack on
Thakur Dwara temple,
Khandwala in Amritsar.
AAP government fails to
check repeated incidents
of blasts in the border
city. Deteriorating law
and order in Punjab is
a matter of serious con-
cern,' Union Minister
Ravneet Singh Bittu said
onX.

Punjab Congress
chief Amrinder Singh
Raja Warring also con-
demned the incident,
saying this time a tem-
ple was targeted.

Yet another grenade
attack in Amritsar, this
time targeting a temple
in the Khandwala area.
There is an atmosphere
of fear prevailing in
Punjab, and people are
genuinely feeling inse-
cure. It's high time the @
AAPPunjab government
wakes up from its deep
slumber and takes ac-
tion,' said Warring in a
post on X.

Senior Akali leader
Bikram Singh Majithia
said it was a law and or-
der failure'.

Another  Shiromani
Akali Dal leader Daljit
Singh Cheema sought
a Judicial probe into
the incident to identi-
fy the perpetrators and
unearth the conspira-
cy, aimed at disturbing
peace and communal
harmony in the state.

"This is the 13th such
blast in the arca and is
proof of the complete
collapse of law and or-
der in the state", said
Cheema.

BIP national general
secretary Tarun Chugh
sought a CBI investiga-
tion to expose the forces
attempting to disturb
law and order in Punjab.

Expressing  serious

concern over the repeat-
ed attacks, Chugh said
the AAP government has
‘completely failed to con-
trol disruptive clements
in the state'.

Agency
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Congress didn’t allow peace in Assam PM
rlesuspeced VIO restored it developed infra: Shah

Dcrgao n (Assam):

nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah
on Saturday al-

leged that the Congress
did not allow peace to
prevail in Assam, but
PM Narendra Modi re-
stored it,  developed
infrastructure and en-
sured employment for
the youth of the north-
eastern state.

Shah was speaking af-
ter inaugurating the first
phase of the revamped
Lachit Barphukan Po-
lice Academy at Dergaon
i Golaghat district. He
also Tlaid the foundation
for the second phase.

“Over 10,000 youths
have laid down arms and
joined the mainstream
in Assam, with peace re-
turning to the state dur-
ing the last 10 years, As-
sam, which was known
for agitation, violence
and insurgency, now h.as
the most modern scmi-
conductor industry. An
amount of Rs 27,000
crore is being invested
here for a semiconduc-

tor unit, which is going
to change the future of
Assam,” he ed.

Shah also said while
investment — proposals
of over Rs 5 lakh crore
have been received in
the recently concluded
Advantage Assam 2.0
business summit, infra-
structure projects worth
another Rs 3 lakh crore

Country confronted with forces
trying to destroy Constitution
Nagaland: Congress

Dimapur:
The Nagaland Congress
on Saturday expressed
concern over forces un-
dermining the Constitu-
tion by pushing policies
that conflict with the in-
terests of citizens.

Speaking at  the
launch of the Congress
membership drivi
NPCC working pi
dent C. Apok Jamir said,
“As far as secularism is
concerned, the very ex-
istence of our way of life
and belief is threatened
by some of the policies
which have been prop-
agated for almost 14
years.”

Congress is the only
potential party which
can be a vanguard for
protecting the interest
of the Constitution and
of the people, Jamir
a 3

“To ensure better un-
derstanding, unity and
progress, it is the duty
of every citizen of the
state to take a stand
when we are confronted
with the onslaught of a
government which is
going against the very
principle of the Consti-

tution,” he said.

Jamir, who is also a
former Rajya Sabha MP,

aid, “The purpose of
having a membership
drive is not for a num-
bers game, but it is a
movement to awaken
the conscience of our
citizens to rise up to the
challenges that we are
confronted with.”

“We need collective in-
volvement of every citi-
zen to challenge all the
oppressions and atroe-
ities against our people
and work collectively to
bring change," he added.

He said, “Hinduism is
a very tolerant religion
which propagates love
and peace, but a section
of people is trying to di-
vide and create hatred
among society.”

Asserting that trans-
lating any policies and
bringing = about  any
change needs the pow-
er of the people, he said,
“The people of Nagaland
have shown it in the
Larhammtary clections

y clecting a people’s
representative  who is
truly a representative of
the people.”

will be 1mplcmcntcd in
the state by the central

“These projects worth
Rs 8 crore lakh will cre-
ate such an environment
that youths from across
the country will come
here for jobs,” the home
minister s

Under the Narcndra
Modi-led government,

the Bodo Peace Accord
in 2020, Karbi Accord
in 2021, Adivasi Peace
Accord in 2022 and
the peace pact with the
ULFA in 2023 were
signed, he said.

Agreements to settle
border disputes with
Meghalaya and Aruna-
chal Pradesh have also
been signed, Shah said.

Shah was speaking
after inaugurating
the first phase of
the revamped Lachit
Barphukan Police
Academy at Dergaon
in Golaghat district.
He also laid the
foundation for the
second phase.

Slamming the previ-
ous Congress govern-
ments, Shah alleged that
there was no peace and

infrastructure  devel-
opment, and no grants
given to Assam, which
witnessed agitation and
violence.

Recalling his visit to
Assam during his stu-
dent days, he said, “I
had faced lathicharge.
It was during the gov-
ernment of Hiteswar
Saikia (of the Congress).
1 have spent seven days
in jail in Assam.”

Claiming that the
situation in the state
has undergone a sea-
change under the BJP-

led governments in the
past few years, he said,
“The saffron party had
promised peace to the

ople and we have de-
ivered it.”

He said the inerease in
conviction rate “from 5
per cent to 25 per cent
in the last three years”
is indicative of the im-
proved situation, add-
ing that the figure will
cross the national aver-
age soon.

“Policing in Assam
was carlier for fighting
terrorists, but now it is
people-centric,”  Shah
said.

The home minister
also said the fact that
over 2,000 police per-
sonnel from Goa and
Manipur  have been
trained in Assam in re-
cent times proves the
restoration of peace in
this northeastern state.

He maintained that
the Lachit Barphukan
Police Academy will be
the top police training
centre in the country in
the next five years.

Frequency of Rahul’s visits
to Vietnam very curious: BJP

he BJP claimed
on Saturday that
Rahul Gandhi is
spending more time in
Vietnam than his con-
stituency, and said the
Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha needs to ex-
plain his “extraordinary

fondness™ for that coun-
try.
“Where is  Rahul

Gandhi? T heard he
has gone to Vietnam,”
BJP leader and former
Union minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said
at a press conference
where he attacked the
Karnataka government
for its decision to give
four per cent quota in
government contracts
to Muslims.

Prasad said Gandhi
was in the Southeast
Asian country during
the new year as well,
claiming ‘that he
spent nearly 22 days
there.

“He does not spend so
many days in his con-
stituency. What is the

reason of his so much
love for Vietnam sud-
denly,” the BJP leader
asked.

Gandhi is the Lead-
er of Opposition and
should be available in
India, he said.

He added, “Rahul
Gandhi needs to ox-
plain his extraordinary
fondness for Vietnam.
The frequency of his
visit to that country is
very curious.”

Gandhi’s foreign trips

Telangana CM slams KCR for attending
assembly only tw1ce in 15 months

Hyderabad:

Telangana Chief Min-

ister A Revanth Reddy
on Saturday criticised
opposition BRS leader
K Chandrasekhar Rao
for attending assembly
sessions only twice in
the past 15 months and
challenged him to a de-
bate on the loss suffered
by the state in utilising
Krishna waters.

In a marathon reply to
the motion of thanks to
the Governor's address
to the legislature, he said
since December 2023,
when the Congress gov-
ernment assume office,
Rao had drawn a salary
of over Rs 57 lakh as an
MLA and opposition
leader.

“The opposition lead-
er, who takes a govern-
ment salary, has left the
people to their fate,” he

said.

Revanth Reddy also
criticised the BRS for
objecting to his frequent
visits to Delhi and stated
that he believes in main-
taining cordial relations
between the Centre and
the states, as envisaged
in the Constitution.

“The Centre is a un-
ion of states, and the
country’s Prime Minis-

ot At s gtall of
erission of 1he qubsk

|
ter is indeed like an el-
der brother to any Chief
Minister,” he said.

Reddy stated that his
visits to Delhi are aimed
at addressing people’s
issues with the Centre.
He also  appreciated
Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh for agree-
ing to transfer defence
lands in Hyderabad to
the state government.

BRS leader KT Rama
Rao recently criticised
Revanth Reddy for his
carlier remarks re-
ferring to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
as “bade bhai" (clder
brother).

The CM also said that
he had submitted a letter

requesting steps to be
taken for Hyderabad to
host the 2036 Olympics.

Referring to the recent
arrest of two female on-
line journalists for alleg-
edly circulating a video
on social media with
“derogatory and abu-
sive” content against
the Congress govern-
ment and  Revanth
Reddy, he warned that
stringent action would
be taken, as perthe law,
against those engaging
in “defamatory propa-
ganda under the guise
of journalism.”

He said that leaders
of journalists’ unions
should define a jour:
ist and a list of (main-

to Prime Minister Modi,  stream) journalists.
RVEDIA IV T, ared o a1 Th
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The unions should

determine the punish-
ment for those on the
list if they commit such
offences.
Anyone not on the list
is not a journalist, and
those who are not jour-
nalists will be treated as
criminals if they engage
in defamatory propa-
ganda, he added.

“We will respond to
such criminals as re-
quired. If they hide be-
hind a fagade, that veil
will be removed, and
they will be exposed.
Don't create a spectacle.
[ am also a human be-
ing... We will act strictly
according to the law and
will not exceed any lim-
its,” Reddy said.

261{1-P) umm
e

e it 1439

, Photie

=
—

have long been a source

of BJP’s political at-
tacks on him as the rul-
ing party has sought to
paint him as a unseri-
ous politician unfit for
the eut and thrust of
domestic politics.

The BJP's IT de-
partment head Amit
Malviya noted that the
details of Gandhi's fre-
quent forcign travels
are neither disclosed to
Parliament nor made
public, as he asked the

Congress to clarify the
issue.

In a post on X, he
said, “As the Leader of
the Opposition, Rahul
Gandhi holds a cru-
cial position, and his
numerous clandestine
trips abroad -- espe-
cially while Parliament
is in session - raise se-
rious questions about
propriety and national
security.”

The Congrcss has, in
turn, accused the BJP
of politicising his pri-
vate visits, and has said
that he as an individu-
al has a right to travel
abroad.

Gandhi’s visit to Vi-
etnam following the
death of former prime
minister and Congress
leader Manmohan Sin-
gh on December 26 last
vear had also drawn
criticism from the BJP.

Malviya had then said
that while the country
was mourning Singh's
demise, Gandhi had
flown to Vietnam to
ring in the new year.

BJP slams quota for Muslim
contractors in Karnataka
as unconstitutional

New Delhi:

The BJP on Saturday
slammed the Karnataka
government’s  decision
to reserve four per cent
of government contracts
for Muslims as uncon-
stitutional, alleging that
itis part of the Congress’
appeascment  politics
and weakens the nation-
al unity.

Addressing a press con-
ference, BIP leader and
former Union minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad ac-
cused Leader of Opposi-
tion in Lok $abha Rahul
Gandhi of seeking to lead
the Congress in the com-
petitive vote bank politics
among  opposition  par-
tics.

He claimed that Gan-
dhi is behind the Kama-
taka government’s deci-
sion for quota for Muslim
contractors as Chief Min-
ister Siddharamaiah does
not have courage or po-
litical capital to take the
decision.

The announcement of
separatc quota in gov-
ernment contracts for
Muslims has given a new
dimension to the com-
munal and vote bank pol-
itics, he said.

Such a decision, the
former law minister said,

rarial; 012

may seem small but de-
velopments like these
add up to have serious
national implications.
Prasad asked if there

is any limit to sud\ com-
petitive.  ap

politics and i sep.nmte
queucs for i

Eat Right
Campus
Certification
Program: FoSTaC
Training Held at
Daulat Ram
College

New Delhi:
In a significant step to-
ward enhancing food
safety in educational
institutions, Daulatram
College, Delhi Universi-
ty, hosted a comprchen-
sive Food Safety Train-
ing and Certification
(FoSTaC) scssion,

Organized under the
Eat Right India initia-
tive by the Food Safety
and Standards Authori-
ty of India (FSSAL) and
supported by Tetra Pak
under its CSR initiatives,
the training aimed to
raise awareness about
food safety regulations
and equip food handlers
with essential hygiene
and sanitation practices.

TAC training
session saw active par-
ficipation from  food
handlers of the college
canteen, hostel  mess,
and students from three
Delhi University  col-
leges—Ramjas Collcgc,
College of Vocational
Studies, and Daulatram
College —who have reg-
istered for the prestig-
ious Eat Right Campus
certification.

The training was con-
ducted by Grow Well
Foundation in the on go-
ing journey of Eat Right
Campus certification.

[ was beaten
up, jailed in
Assam, recalls
Amit Shah

CONT FROM PAGE-1
"In the coming five
years, the police acade-
my will become the best
police academy in the
whole country. T thank
Assam  Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
or naming it after La-
chit Barphukan. Brave
wam'or Lachit Barphu-
kan helped Assam to be
victorious against the
Mughals... Lachit Bar-
phukan was limited to
the state of Assam only
but today the biography
of Lachit Barphukan is
being taught in 23 lan-
guages and is inspiring
students,” he added.

Shah further said that
Assam's conviction rate
up from 5 per cent to 25
per cent in three years
and will cross the na-
tional average soon.

"Modi government to
bring in Rs 3 lakh crore
infra projects in Assam
in addition to Rs 5 lakh
crore proposed invest-
ment at recent biz sum-
mit,” he said.

Shah inaugurated the
first phase of the re-
vamped police academy
named after Lachit Bar-
phukan in Assam's Go-

ement  laghat district.
The home minister
M in  was ied by As-

buying cinema and train
tickets will come next.,

He said such a decision
also weakens the voice
for those Muslims who
are against such politics
and stand for the coun-
try's development.

Prasad said several de-
mands, induding sepa-
rate voting, for exclusive
treatment  for Muslims
during the independence
movement had finally
ended up in the country’s
division.

He said the Supreme
Court has emphatical-
ly spoken against reli-
gion-based reservations
and expressed  confi-
dence that the decision of
the Congress government
in Karnataka will be chal-
lenged in courts.

Asking if Gandhi un-
derstands the Constitu-
tion, he said other Con-
gress-run states may also
follow the example of
Karnataka. The BJP will
oppose it he added.

VRapstieam, t

sam Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma and
Union minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal, among
others.

Sarma said, "Taking
forward Hon'ble Prime
Minister  Shri  Naren-
dra Modi Ji's focus on
SMART policing, the
Lachit Barphukan Po-
lice Academy will house
a weapon simulator to
prepare our forces for
real world combat sce-
narios without the haz-
ards & costs involved
and ensure their basic
training.

Shah arrived in Der-
gaon on Friday evening
for a three-day tour of
two northeastern states
-~ Assam and Mizoram.

The home minister
will attend the final ses-
sion of the 57th Annual
Conference of the All
Bodo Students Union
(ABSU) in Kokrajhar of
Assam on March 16.
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DELHI

sister’'

New Delhi

elhi Chief Mimister

Rekha Gupta on

Saturday said she

shares a brother-
sister bond with her Cabinet
colleague Parvesh Verma,
son of former chief minister
late Sahib Singh Verma.

Pointing out that it didn't
matter who held the chief
minister's chair, Gupta vowed
to fulfil the late BJP leader's
dreams for Delhi together
with Parvesh Verma.

After paying tributes to
Sahib Singh Verma on his
82nd birth anniversary at
his memorial in Mundka,
Gupta said Parvesh Verma
could also have been made
the chief ministerand shea
minister, and things would
have been just the same for
her.

"In Indian society, the eld-
er sister is often entrusted
with responsibility first,”
Gup wc\r.ummg the
fact that the "sister” is now
the chief minister of Delhi,
while the "hrother" is serving
as a minister.

The BJP won the February
5 Assembly polls to end the
10-year rule of the Arvind Ke-
jriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and form government

in the capital after more than

26 years.

After the announcement of
election results on February
8, Parvesh Verma wasseenas
a front-runner for the chief
minister's post.

Gupta, who was flanked by
Parvesh Verma, said she
shared a brother-sister bond
with the BJP leader, adding
that while one of Sahib Singh
Verma's children was the
chief minister, the otherwas
a minister.

Gupta also praised the late
leader's contributions to Del-
hi's development and ex-
pressed her commitment to
carry forward his work.

"We will work together
like a brother and sister to

wark of Sahib Singh Ver-
ma," Gupta said, describt
the late leader as a 2
force in everyone's life, in-
cluding her own.

Reealling anincident, Gup-
ta said when she became the
president of Delhi Universi-
ty Students Union (DUSU),
Sahib Singh, who was the
chief minister at the time,
called her to congratulate
and encourage her.

Highlighting his father's
vision for long-term devel-
opment projects, Parvesh
Verma said, "We aim to un-
dertake work which will be
beneficial not just for five
years, but for the next 50

Delhi CM receives feedback from farmers
ahead of budget session assures assistance

drains in the raimy season.

sue faced by them.

TOP STORY, Dets, Sunoay 16, Manch 2025 |

Rekha Gupta shares 'brother-
bond

Born on March

Mundkavillage, Sahib Singh

Verma served as

chief minister of Delhi from

15,1943, in
the fourth

February

with Parvesh Verma

27,1996, to October
12, 1998. He passed away
onJune 30,2007, at theage
of64.

5 held for stealing copper cables from metro tracks

New Delhi
Delhi Police has arrested
five professional thieves in
volved in atleast seven inci-
dents of copper cables theft
from metro tracks, an official
said on Friday.

The arrested individuals
have been identified as Md
Karimulla (24), Md Anas
(21). Md Junaid (25), Md

Alam (25) and Suraj Singh
(25), all residents of Shaheen
Bagh and Sarita Vihar, he
said.

They were allegedly in-
volved inat least seven theft
cases registered across mul-
tiple metro police stations,
including Azadpur, Nehru
Place, Shastri Park and
Okhla Vihar, he added.

""The case cameto light af-
ter the Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) reported
thefts of copper cables on
February 3 and 6 near metro
tracks under the jurisdic-
tion of Azadprir Metro Police
Station," said Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (DCP).
‘Metro, Hareshwar V. Swa-
mi.

@ KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS!

POST HOLI FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS-2025 |

For the convenience of passengers Railways have decided to run several post Holi Festival Special trains
from Delhi area stations, the date wise list of the same is as under:-

SPECIAL TRAINS RUNNING ON 1

Ghazisbad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow Jn., Rae B

Stoppages

»

HI AREA TERMINALS

Prat

Mas Beiha Devi Dh:

S R

17.03.2025 (MONDAY) FROM DEL

04020 Anand Vifar (T) | 19:30 | Baraunidn 1800 | yaranasi, ArirlharJn., Ghazipur City, Bllia, Sursimanpur, Chihapra & HajipurJn. Stations
- ) Ghazlabad, Kanpur Ceniral, Prayadraj Jn., Mirzapur, P Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buar,
04082 Deli dn. 2355  Patnadn. 1640 | ra's Bannor Ctations
Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patna Jn.,
04068 | AnendVihar(T) | 14:00| Bhagalpur | 13:80 | Bakhtiyarpur Jn, Mokama, Hathidah Jn., Luckeesarai dn., Kiul Jn., Abhaipur Jamalpur Jn. &
Sultangan] Stations
s New Delni g0 | PAnedn | I Ghasiabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Centiral, Prayagal ., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn. Buxar &
(Vande Biarat 5pl) | %% | (vande Bharat Spl) | 21° | ara Stations.
Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jr., Gonda Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur Jn.,
05578 | AmandVihar(T) | 05:5| Sahasadn | 10:30 | Kaptangan) Jn., Bagaha, Narkatiagan Jn.. Raxaul Jn., Bairagia Sitamari, Janakpu Road,
Darbhanga Jri. Sakfi Jn, Jhanjharpur, Ghogardina, Nitmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Barari
; [ Govindpur, Prayagra) Jn., PI Deen Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Paliputa,
05220 ‘Anand Vihar (T.) 08:00 Muzatfarpur Jn, 00:45 Sonpur Jn. & Hajipur Jn, Stations
02882 Haztat Nizamuddin 0B:00 Sogaria 13:10 | Mathura Jri,, Bharatpur Jn,, Bayana Jn., Hindaun City, Gangapur City & Sawal Madhopur Stn.
. Bahadurgarh, Asthal Bohar, JhE]]ﬂl’ Rewari Jn,, Kund Atell, Narnaul, Nizampur, Dabla, Maonda, Nim Ka
ores Shakigbiast 15:50 | PaharKa Balall | 22150 | oy, Karwiat, Chomun Samd & Nindhar Benar Stalians,
) Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram,
03898 Delhidn; 0gi55 | Gayadn, 0030 | peni On Sane & Anugrah Narayan Road Stations
Aligarh Jn,, Tundla Jn., Govindpurl, Prayagraj Jn., PLdeen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra,
02526 AnandVinar (T) | 17:20 | Kamakhyadn. | 0340 |Haipur . Batauni dn, Bequsaral, Khagaria Jr. Naugachie, Katihar Jn., Barsol . Kistiangari, Mew Jalpaigur,
New Cooch Behar, Tutangani, Golakgan| Jn., Gauripur, Bllasipara, Abhayapuri Asam & Goalpara Town Stations
Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn.. Pt Jn., Buxar, Ara, PatnaJn., , Fatuha, Khustopur,|
03414 Delhi Jn. 13:35 Malda Town 17:30 | Bakhtiyarpur Jn, Barh, Makama, Hathidah Jn., Barhiya. Luckeesaral Jn., KiulJn., Kajra, Abhaipur, Dharhara,
Jamaipur dn,, Bariareur, Sultangan), Bragalpur, Kehalgaon, Sahigan) Jn.. Barmanwa ., New Farakkaun. Stations
02982 Hazrat Nizamuddin | 08:00 Sogaria 13:10 | Mathura Jn.. Bharatpur Jn., Bayana Jn., Hindaun City, Gangapur City & Sawal Madhopur Stations
| Ghaziabaa, Aligarh Jn., Tundia Jn., Etawah Jn., Govindpur, Fatshpur, Prayagraj Jn.. Shankargar,
01708 Avand Vihar () | 1g:05 | dabalpurdn. | 10i00 | renead AIgEh I T . AR
New Delhi 13:20 | _Rajencra Nagar_| 07:45 | Govindpuri, Prayagral Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur & Patna Jn. Stations

AREA TERMINALS

They also said that the "Each suggestion received [ R— 2345 | S MataVaishno | .0 | Sonipat, Panipat Jn., Kamal, Kurtkshatra Jn., Ambala Canit. Jn, Dhancari Kalan, Jalandhar Gantt.
taonSaturday got feedback  diesel-run tractors of farm-  from the farmers will be "’ Devi Katra ¥ | Pathankat Canit., Jammu Tawi & Martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan Stations
from the Delhi farmers ers were seized after com-  looked into and all the prob- 04208 New Delhi 20:20 Lucknow 06:00 | Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur & Hardol Stations
;l\];ad of the h“dg{“‘ ‘::h lll; Ple“ﬁgdlg‘ years, and de- ‘5‘,‘(‘15 will be resolved,” she 04024 Delhi Jn, 19:30 |  Varangsin, | 09:4s | Ghaziabad, Lugknow, Ragbarell Jn, & Maa Belha Devi Dham Pratapgarh Jn. Stations

government to bet: manded the governmentto  said. = =
. g ! a Ji ‘50 | Govindpuri, Pray Jn., Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram & Dehrl-on-Sone Stn,
on March 25 and assured  allow the use of tractors for ~ The Delhi government 04084 Narw Dt oos0| (Gayaun | 01sb | Govindpuri Prayaaral n, P Doeda ; achyaya . Bhabu : saram & Delrl-on : T
them of solving all their farming purposes up to 20 with the help of the Centre 04062 Delhi dn. 2355 Patna dn 16:40 | Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagra) Jn., Mirzapur, Pt. Deer Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara & Danapur
problems. years, will make every effortto en- " " ” gummjlrp:m PmyJEgra"i[ Jn, ."Muszjn. P;al?“eer; Dayjl ng:n,ﬂhyaxa .m.l. :zx,':h A:Jn. n;nap:;;ampmm .
5 : 3 S s ? - npur, Hajipur Jn,, Muzaftarpur Jn., Samastipur Jr., Dalsiy , Barauni dn., Begusaral,

In an interaction held at Besides the chicfminister,  sure property in rural areas 94968 Rew.on 55| SeREeRUY |00 Khagan:a JAD& T Ry e sl 9
the: Delll Secietariad, the WD minider Py a"('Sh Ver- gnd villages of Delh, she Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur, Sitapur J., Gonda Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur .,
farmers raised the demands ~ ma was also present in the added. 04010 Anand Vihar (T) | 23:55 Jogbani 03:00 | Deoria Sadar, Siwan Jn., Chivapra, Sanpur Jn., Hajipur Jn., Shahpur Patoree, Barauni Jn,, Begusaral,
forthe implementationofa  interaction session. The five-day budget ses- Khagaria dn,, Naugachia, Katihar Jn., Purnia Jn,, Ararlya Jn, & Forbesgan] Jn. Stations
Tandolling dolicy within- Gupta said thatthe pievi-  Slon of the Delhi Assenibly Moradabad Jr., Bareily Jn.. Luckrow, Faeberelly Jn.. Amethi, Maa Belna Devi Dham Pratapgarh Jn..

L]j‘PO mg?” '"’,;, d"m p‘f”mdﬂl' g:fi [“E‘i" q‘.’ﬁll;’ e Sy “g’ 04014 Anand Vihar (T) | 0s:00|  Jaynagar 12:00 | Varanasi Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Pallipulra, Hajjpur Jn.,
}m 'lf\‘i‘ effect, W“;‘b ly 03 ous ;’:‘T‘fm“mid “l‘" b= will begin on May 23 2(4]5& bE Muzaffarpur Jn,, Samastipur Jn., Darbhanga Jn. & Madhubari Stations
:ﬂ“_‘ ‘“:::n‘" :r:ps m‘:‘l\nf :;lg “:ir“r‘l:;il‘jgm é“igd‘x' BRJ:H?:"(‘;‘ 1:‘1)‘::‘2]:;1]&:1&, = : 03256 AnandVinar (T) | 23:30 Patna Jn 18:35 | Govindpuri, Prayagral Jn., P1. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Buxar, Ara & Danapur Stations
;-emmi villages from inun- ble-engine government of  Viksit Delhi budgetfor2025- 02394 New Delh| 13:20 | Rajendra Nagar | 07.45 | Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jr., PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur & Patna Jn, Stallons
dation due to overflowing  the RIP will address everyis-  26. Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehri-on-Sone
3 02396 Anand Vinar (T) | 08:20 Gaya 00:30
& Anugraha N. Road Stations
NCRTC to introduce co-work- MCD'ssouth zone 03258 Anand Vinar (T) | 05:00 Danapur 2045 | Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., P, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stations
Tundia Jn., Etawah Jn., Govindpuri, Fatehpur, Paryagraj Jn., Mirzapur, Pt, Deen Dayal Upadhyay Jn,,
T = Iaunches weekly 03012 Anand Vibar (T) 00:30 Howrah 03:00 | Bhabua Road. Sasaram, Dehri On Sone. Anugraha Narayan Road, Gaya, Koderma, Dhanbad. Asansol,
ing spaces at Ghaziabad ; ? | o
< gapur, Barddhaman & Bandel Jn. Stations.
. cleanhn ess Mathura Jr., Agra Cantt Jn.. Gwalior Jn., Virangaria Lakshmibai Jhansi dn.. Bina Jn., Rani Kamalapati,
Namo Bharat station P 06074 | Hezrat Nizamuddin | 04:10 [Thinwvananthapuram| 14:15. | Nagpur Jn., Balharshah, Warangal, Vijayawada Jn., Nellore, Gudur Jn., Renigurta un., T, Chifor,
s campaign North Kaipadi Jn., Jolarpettal Jn.. Salem Jn.. Erade Jn., Tirsppur, Podanur Jn., Pafakkad Jn., Thrisur, Aluva.
’ Ernakulam Town, Katiayam, Tiruvalla, Chengannur, Mavelikara, Kayankulam Jri. & Kollam Jr. Stations
ipal Corporation SPECIAL TRAIN NNING ON 18.03.2025 (TUESDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS
;,f D}flgi.s Snﬁm e i || AV — 1o | Govndour, f;agg;:;njsn . PL Dean Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar. Ata, Patna Jn., Bakhilyarpur Jn. &
launched a weekly cleanh- -
ness campaign from the 04030 Anand Vinar (T) | 08:00 | Muzaffarpur dn. | ogioo | Moradabad. ?’egﬂinﬁ'ﬁhg";:suﬂ;ﬂl"ﬁ‘&;hgﬁ'g‘;m‘sG“'“k"""' . Kaptangan} Jn..
Blati weld i the Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Barell, Shahjehanpur, Lucknow Jn., Rae Barel Jn., Maa Belha Devi Dham
Chhatarpur Assembly seg- 04016 AnandVihar (T) | 11:40|  Sitamarhi 16:45 | Pratapgarh Jn, Varanasi, Aunriher Jn., Ghazipur Cit, Ballia, Suraimanpur, Chhapra. Sonpur Jn.
ment on Saturday to turn [Halipur dn; & u
hygiene into a c 02436 New Defhi 08:30 Patna Jn. 2010 | Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Ceniral, Prayagra) Jdn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stallons
driven movement. Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur. Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Bastl, Gorakhpur Jn.,
The 'Cleanliness Every 03578 Anand Vinar (T) | 08:15|  Saharsa Jdn. 10:30 |Kaptangan) Jn., Bagaha, Narkatiagan| Jn,, Raxaul Jn,, Balragnia, Sitamarhi, Janakpur Road,
Jn. Nirmali, h, Supaul & Garh Baruari Stat
' 2 Saturday, Hygiene Every n rmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari Stations
New Delhi stated. Day' campaign will see one 02334 New Delhi 13:20 | Rajendra Nagar | 07:45 Prayagraj Jn., Pi, Deen Dayal Jn.: Buxar, Ara, Danapur & Patna Jn. Stalions
T e n_— X N 3 BN X ?
The National Capital Region  According to the state-  ward in the south zone un- 03698 Dalhi Jai. 085 Gaya Jn. 00:30 Szm?gﬂ‘gc::ﬂiaﬂ‘?gﬂh E“m:;’:: ggg:’;:ﬁgn:‘“a i Bative oed SEaaan,
mmp["]“ Corporatigniséet 'ment, the heavy f‘”"f“]] in. Oetgo ¥ Ceghlinesidiive Tunclia Jn.. Elawath Jn., Govindpurl, Falehpur, Prayagra) n., Mirzapur, PLdeen Dayal Upadhyaya .,
tolaunch Metro-Desk, aco-  thisareamakesitanideallo-  every Saturday. 03010 AnendVihar (T) | 00:90.| Howrahdn. | 03:00 | Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dahri On Sone, Anugraha N Road, Gaya Jn., Koderma, Dhanbad J.,
working space atthe Ghazi-  cation for a co-working BJP councillor and MCD Asansol Jn;, Durgapur, Bardhaman & Bandel Stations
abad Namo Bharat Station, ~ space, reducing commute  Standing Committee Mem- Govindpuri, Prayagral Jn,, Pt.cieen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Buxar, Ara, Patna Jn., Bakiitiyarpur Jn.,
anofficial statementsaid on  time and offering easy ac-  ber Sunder Singh Tanwar, 03436 Anand Vihar (T) | {5:45 Malda Town 23:30 | Mokama, Kiul Jn,, Abhalpur, Jamalpur Jn., Sultangarf), Bhagalpur, Kahalgacn, Pirpaint, Sahibgan] Jn..
Saturday. cessibility for professionals.  South Zone Deputy Comi- Pelfignvin o, & Naw Faraldha Jo. Slaiions

This initiative aims to The facility will integrate  missioner Badal Kumarand 04146 Dethi Jn. 09:30 | Subedarganj | 19:40 | Aligarh Jn., Tundia.dn., Btawah, Govindpuri & Fatehpur Stations
transform transit spacesinto  smart aceess through bio-  hundreds of sanitation
business-friendly hubs, metric entry and d'gﬂag' key  workers took part in the i ArandViher (T | 09:201| (Mudallarpiir ;. | 000 ﬁ;ﬁ'ﬂ"n"‘smﬁﬁmm + Pl Deen Upadhyaya Jn. B Ars Danapur, Palfpula, Songurdn &
m ;mﬁ:jté(if;ns»hlﬁ Em::lgmx;mhafini:: g.ﬂvat Sizv:un:;\g m«L :ﬁlﬂ Gria Fazrat Nizemuddin | G3:15 Ghartapali 08130 Agra Cantt., Virangana Lakshmiba {Jhanshi), Bina Jn., Rani vgakn:;g;:: J(:h;[;ax:]o 'gagpw. Chandrapur,
Namo Bharat network. the vations, membership man-  giene, an official statement R Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Barsilly, Lucknow, Ganda, Basti, Garakhplir Jn., Narkatiagan|, Raxaul,
statement read. agementand cashlesstrans-  said. Speaking about the ini- 04012 Delhi Jn. 19:30| Dabhanga | 16:30 | pyirgans, Sitamarhi & Janakpur Road Stations

Designed to cater to pro-  actions, it stated. tiative, Kumar said, "Citizen
fessionals, entreprencurs  Additional features will  participation is essential for NING ON 19.03.2025 (WEDNESDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS
and small businesses in  include video any cleanli ign to y Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., P1. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya ... Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Paina Jn., Bakhtiyarpur Jn
a y ' 04068 Anand Vihar T) | 14:00 |  Bhagalpur 13:30 )

Ghariabad and nearby areas,  setups, wireless screen shar- succeed. If everyone con- Mokama, Hathidah Jn., Luckeesaral Jn,, Kiul Jn., Abhaipur, Jamalpur Jn. & Sultangan| Stations.
the workspacewill belocat-  ing, tech-enabled brain-  mits to keeping their sur- 02436 New Dethi 08:30 Patna Jn, 20:10 | Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn.. Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stations
edin the station's concourse orming zones, and reliable  roundi dean, our ci Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpus, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn,, Basti, Gorakhpur Jn,,
din the stati St 14 d reliabl dings ¢l ity Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjah: Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn,, Basti, Gorakhpur Ji
area, it stated. fibre-optic connectivity for  can become more beauti- 05578 AnandVihar (T) | 05:15 | Saharsa Jn. 10:30 | Kaptanganj Jn.. Bagaha, Narkatiagan] Jn., Raxaul Jn., Bairagnia, Sitamarhi, Janakpur Road,
+ B . B P z i Ih 3 | 8 ), 1)

It will foature 42 open’ seamlessviralmeetings, & Bil, Thissisn't just shouta Dasbhanga Jn., Sakri Jr., Unanjharpu; Ghogardihia Nirmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari Stations.
workstations, 11 privatecab- ~ said. one-day drive, it's about fos- 02394 New Delhi 13:20 | RajendraNagar | 07:45 | Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., PL. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur & Patna Jn, Stations
ins, and two meeting rooms, NCRTC is also allocating  tering a long-term habit of Etawah, Kanpur Central, Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Sarabank| Jn.. Gonda Jn., Mankapur Jn.,

Y lating up to 42 in- 1 spaces within  leanliness.” 05306 Anand Vinar (T) | 00:20 Chhapra 2250 | Babhnan, Bast, Khaliabad, Gorakhpur, Kaptangan; Jn.. Padrauna, Tamkuhi Road, Thawe Jn. &
dividuals and 11 companies .md around Namo Bharat Echoing the Slvan . Siadans
at a time, it read. stations to enhance passen-  Tanwar said, "Cleanliness 03696 Delhi Jo. 08:55 Gaya.Jdn, 00:30 g;;:?g‘:\‘g':;"ga Ag';a‘ -:;h zta'gse: E:;;l ;Jl::g:;aya dn,Enabis Aokt Starem,

Italsomentionedthatthe ger amenities and generate  isnotjust the government's 8 D bl
facility will offer hi od fare A ke " ability, s & calladt Kanpur Central, Prayagra) Jn., Pt.deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Ara, Patna Jn., Paina Saheb
1acility offer high-spe non-fare revertue, itstated.  responsilility; itsa collective B P | mT {730 | Faluha, Kiwisropur, Bakntiyarpur dn., Barh, Mokama, Hathicah n., Barniya, Luckeesarai Jn.. Kiul .,
internet, plug-and-play Currently, Namo Bharat ~ duty. Without public in- i dn: g al n Kajra. Abhaipur, Dharhara, Jamalpur Jn;, Bariarpur, Sultangan], Bragalpur, Kahalgaan, Sahibganj Jn..
waorkstations, and modemn  operatesona55-kmstretch  volvement, achieving a tru- Barharwa Jn., New Farakka Jn.
amenitiesto ensure seamless  from New Ashok Nagar to  ly dlean city will remain a Delhi Cantt,, Gurgaon, Rewari Jn., Alwar, Bandikui Jn., Gandhinagar Jaipur, Jaipur Jn,, Kishangarh,
productivity. Meerut South, covering challenge. We want this 09004 Delhi Jn: 13:05 | Mumbai Central | 13:30 | Ajmer Jn., Beawar, Marwar Jn., Faina, Pindwara, Abu Road, Palanpur Jn., Mahesana Jn.,

Ghaziabad Namo Bharat
Station, positioned at Meerut
Tiraha Mor, sits at the eross-
roads of the Ghaziabad-
Meerut route and benefits
from its proximity to Shahid
Sthal Delhi Metio Station, it

eleven stations. The full 82-
km corridor, incuding the
Meerut Metro, is expected to
be completed by 2025, it
added.

campaign to become a mass
movement."

Following the cleanliness
drive, the MCD also organ-
ised a 'Holi Milan' event to
honour sanitation workers,
the statement added.

Sabarmatl BG, Vadodara Jn,, Udhna Jri., Valsad, Vapl & Borivall Stations

For any kind of information & detailed time-table etc.,

passengers are requested to contact

RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or may visit Indian Railways
website https:/fenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

NORTHERN RAILWAY
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OPINION

l

By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

A debate has recently
erupted over the selec-
tion of a song by a writ-
er from Haryana as the
state anthem, which has
been accused of plagia-
rism. Other writers have
expressed their concern
over the matter and
brought it to the atten-
tion of the state’s Chief
Minister.

lagiarism has
become a major
challenge in the

literary field, where
the ideas, words, or
works of one author
are claimed by another
author without proper
acknowledgment. This
act not only violates
literary ethics but also
undermines the orig-
inality and creativity
of the true author. The
issue of copy-paste is
becoming increasingly
prevalent in Hindi lit-
erature, especially in

digital age, where
articles, poems, and
stories are easily avail-
able online. Plagiarism
involves taking some-
one else’s literature
without giving credit or
making minor changes
to it and presenting it
as one’s own. This prac-
tice violates the rights
of the original authors
and suppresses crea-
tivity and originality.
Some individuals go to
the extent of claiming
the literature of others
as their own. One form
of plagiarism involves
changing the charac-
ters of the story and
marketing it as an orig-
inal work. This misdeed
also involves people
who present the famous
works of established
authors as their own,
often trying to gain rec-
ognition and fame in
the literary field.

Plagiarism occurs
when someone presents
another author’s words
as their own without
giving permission or
proper credit. This
also includes situations
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where an author reuses
his or her own previ-
ously published literary
work  without proper
citation.  Additionally,
if someone makes mi-
nor changes to some-
one else’s content while
keeping the original
ideas and structure in-
tact, that is also consid-
ered plagiarism. This
problem is prevalent
in  various newspa-
pers and magazines,
and unfortunately, it
continues to this day.
There are many forms
of plagiarism, and even
duplication can be seen
as creative theft. For
example, many Hindi
writers republish their
works in various publi-
cations during festivals
such as Holi or Diwali.
The lack of a strong re-
view culture has made
plagiarism a disturb-
ing aspect of literature.
Nowadays, anyone can
get a work published

without any scrutiny,
leading to a situation
where the original au-
thor is left out. It has
become common for
private’ courses to take
the works of famous au-
thors and publish them
under their own name.
Criticism alone seems
insufficient to end this
practice.  Plagiarism
is not just a crutch for
new writers or those
seeking fame; even es-
tablished Hindi writers
make slight changes to
others’ works and pass
them off as their own.
There have been many
instances of plagiarism
in literary discussions,
in which some writers
have been accused of
including parts of fa-
mous books in their
works, which ultimate-
ly harmed their reputa-
tion.

When using another
author’s work or ideas,

it is essential to give
proper credit. Embrace
original writing by ex-
pressing your own ide-
as and style, ensuring
that new perspectives
and creativity thrive in
Hindi literature. Avoid
unintentionally  copy-
ing the work of others.
Hindi writers should
secure copyrights for
their creations to pro-
tect their intellectual
property. Maintain lit-
erary ethics, and both
writers and readers
should unite against
plagiarism by advocat-
ing originality. Critics
play a vital role in the
fight against plagia-
rism. Sadly, many ed-
itors in the publishing
industry do not fully
understand the nuanc-
es of literature. This
lack of understanding
of the historical con-
text further adds to
the irony of the issue.
To effectively evaluate

original literary works,
anyone working as an
editor of columns or
magazines must have a
strong foundation and
knowledge in literature.
The growing problem
of plagiarism and copy-
paste in Hindi litera-
ture is worrying, but ef-
fective measures can be
taken to deal with it. It
is necessary to promote
awareness and follow
ethical standards to
maintain the unique-
ness of literature and
protect the rights of au-
thors. By ensuring orig-
inality in literary works,
we can pave the way for
a bright future of Hindi
literature.  Plagiarism
undermines the hones-
ty of authors and reduc-
es the authenticity of
literary works. Preserv-
ing originality is impor-
tant to promote inno-
vation and encourage
free expression in the
literary world. There-
fore, all authors should
strive to keep their
work creative and orig-
inal while maintaining
ethical practices.

(Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelance
Jjournalist and column-
ist, radio and TV pan-
elist)

India too is moving on
the path of progress
since Independence but
even then our country is
lagging behind economic
giants like the U.S., China,
Japan, and Germany.

India’s

kill is the ability to

do something well

thmugh ]earning,
practice, and experi-
ence. Innovation is the
process of creating new
ideas, methods or prod-
uets to improve the ex-
isting ones. Innovation
comes from creativity
and thinking differently
to find better solutions.
Strengthening both
skill "and innovation
will drive technological
advancements and fuel
economic growth.

Countries havin
developed skills an
urge to further en-
hance them as per de-
mand of the market
has made them tech-
nologically strong-
er and economically
powerful in the world.
These countries do not
merely make claims
but_take action as per
their will and require-
ment that shapes the
world.

India too is moving
on the path of pro-
gress since Independ-
ence but even then our
country is lagging be-
hind economic giants
like the U.S., China,
Japan, and German_y.
As of 2024(Wikipedia
data), India holds the
fifth-largest economy
($4.27 trillion), be-
hind the U.S. ($30.34
trillion) and China
($19.53 trillion). Rus-
sia, at 11th place, has
a marginal (current)
GDP of less than $2.2
trillion.

Now, to bridge this
huge gap, India has
to prioritize its needs
and goals. Needless
to say, we had made a
tremendous progress
in every sector but yet
fail to compete the
exponential rowth
of economy of many
leading countries of
the world. It’s a bitter
truth. We must accept
it and work hard, first-
ly, to attainself suffi-
ciency and secondly
to become a potential
exporter in major sec-
tors than importer in
various sectors. This
is feasible only if de-
mand oriented new
skills are identified,
developed and incor>

Roadmap to Economic

b

izing industries of dif-
ferent sectors.

India is far behind,
in the advancement
of many skills, inno-
vations ~ and techno-
logical developments,
in most of the sec-
tors. We must accept
this hard reality. The
reasons may be one
or many, but the un-
deniable truth is that
mastering diverse
skills is the only way
to navigate emergm
geopolitical crises an
compete in the global
market for wealth and
power.

A nation can become
self-reliant only when
its industries are com-
petitive globally, en-
suring profitability
while maintaining in-
novation and expan-
sion Dboth nationally
and  internationally.
So our foremost fo-
cus should be on skill
development, innova-
tion and enrichment
in  technology ad-
vancements as per the
need.

Since India stands
at a crucial juncture
where quality skllls,
entrepreneurship,
the utilization of mod-
ern technolog} can
transform ustries
into highly profitable
ventures.

B adoptin
time-saving, cost-ef-
fective and de-
mand-oriented skills,
businesses can devel-

.
op and grow in the
international market.
The key lies in cre-

ting unique, attrac-
txve and hlgh quality
products that appeal
to consumers while
ensuring affordability.

India can sustain
long term econom-
growth,  create
mll]lons of jobs and
sucngthcn its  posi-
tion as a leading glob-
al economy by nurtur-
ing an entrepreneurial
mindsetamong youths,
})romotmg inancial

iteracy and making
strategic investments
in infrastructure and
digital transformation.

It is well said that a
robust economy de-
mands continuous
innovations, ultra
modern skills, indus-
trial expansion and
dedication of youth in
slren%themng India’s
global economy. The
New Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 is a cru-
cial step in fostering
skill-based  learning,
improving employa-
bility, and increasing
global competitive-
ness.

Strengthening re-
search institutions
and investing in cut-
ting-edge technolo-
gies such as artificial
intelligence, quantum
computing, space ex-

ploration and local
manufacturing wil

propel India’s eco-
nomic growth and
global standing. En-

couraging  scientific
research and techno-
logical advancements
in~ sectors such as
healthcare, infrastruc-
ture, and cybersecuri-
ty will further solidify
India’s economic po-
sition.

A strong economy
requires both a grow-
mg public sector and

ynamic private sec-
tor. Healthy competi-
tion, teamwork, and
fair proﬁts will drive
national progress. En-
couraging _entrepre-
neurship and support-
ing small businesses
will boost industrial
output. Reducing re-
liance on imports will
strengthen the econ-
omy. Investing in in-
frastructure, modern
agriculture, and re-
newable energy will
further 1mFmve eco-
nomic stability.

A shift from a con-
sumption-driven to
a  production-based
economy is essential.
Promoting local man-
ufactunns innovation
hubs, and high-quali-
ty standards will hel
India compete glob-
ally. Strengthemng
vocational ucation
digital literacy, and fi-
nancial inclusion will
create a skilled work-
force ready for global
challenﬁes .Adopting
new technologies like
blockchain, automa-
tion, and green energy
will modernize indus-
tries and enhance effi-

Power

ciency.

Heavy investment
in research and de-
velopment (R&D) will
drive homegrown in-
novations. Collabo-
rating with global in-
stitutions and settin
up advanced researc!
centres will accelerate
glo%leas in defence,

heare, and indus-
trial automation.

Expanding space ex-
ploration and defence
production will reduce
import  dependence
and strengthen scien-
tific advancements. B;
focusing on technol-
Fy self-reliance and
global trade, India can
build a strong, sus-
tainable, and compet-
itive economy.

In short, India’s
economic strength
lies in skill devel-
opment, innovation,
and self-reliance. By
focusing on modern
technology, entre-
preneurship, and re-
search, the nation can
bridge economic gaps
and compete globally.
Strengthening  indus-
tries, promoting local
manufacturing, and
reducing import de-
pendence will drive
sustainable growth. A
skilled,  tech-driven
workforce, support-
ed by education and
R&D investments, will
ensure long-term pro-
gress. With strategic
planning and continu-
ous innovation, India
can emerge as a global
economic powerhouse.

Breaking Time

‘What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzle has only

correct solution.
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

SHARE YOUR TIME

If you are not willing to
share your time with
people, you should not
expect them share their
happiness with you.
you have some spiritual
existence when you
give sometime to your-
self and you have some
social _existence when
you give some time to
people. not having time,
not using time and not
iving time are three
ifferent things howev-
er for may of us it is a
same thing. share your
time to someone who
needs it the most and
sometimes it is you and
sometimes it other.
are not wealthy of time
if you have a’lot of it,
you are wealthy of time
when you use it best
of it. if you have time
then 1\ell, use it else
it will be lost. we all
are made of time
but only a few of
us are made by
time. time is the”
only medium
toh.share gn—
ything an
everything
no matter
how small
or how big it
is, no matter how lon
or how quick it is. the
longevity of the rela-
tionship depends upon

=

ML

the amount of time we
share and the intensity
of the relationship de-|
pends upon the amount
of attention we share.
time is most im 0r~
tant and absolutel;
thing to share, all it cosl
is some life. sharing
time is sharing your life.
if your life is important,
{)our time is important
ut if your life is impo-
tent your time impo-|
tent. people who spend
most of their time to
build their career and
expect welcome in the
lelationship is mistak-|
you can’t have both
wor ds if you don’t live
in there equally.

the reason we don’t val-|
ue time even after lis-
tening its importance,
finding its importance
and realizing its im-|
portance because we
get it for free. Time
is a blank pa
before you sel it
make sure it is
precious.

Moral:

poei . ‘save rela-

THE WISDOM TRE I SUVELN KUMAR

tionshi
and  spen
time, don’t spend
relationship and
save time.
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Explosion targets temple in Amritsar
opposition slams AAP government

B Punjab Police said it suspects the role of Pakistan's spy agency Inter-Services Intelligence
(IS1) in the attack on Thakur Dwar temple and vowed to apprehend the culprits soon.

Amritsar

blast oceurred out-

side a temple in

Amritsar ‘around

midnight when an
unidentified attacker who
catie on amotaicycle hurded
un explosive device towards
the hoilding, damaging a
portion of its wall and shat-
tering window panes, offi-
clals said on Saturday.

Punjab Police said it sus-
pects the role of Pakistan's
spy agency Tnter-Services
Intelligenee (ISI) in the at-
tack on Thakur Dwar temple
and vowed to apprehend the
culprits soot.

There have been many in-
cidents of explosions tar-
geting police posts in Am-
sitsar and Gurdaspurin the
past four months but this is
the first such attack on a
temple.

While no one was It in
the incident which was cap-
fured on CCTV, the explo-
sion caused panic among
resicdents in the Khandwala
grea of Amrifsar.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann said the
Amritsar incident was a
handiwork of fissiparous
forces that want to desta-
bilise the pesce but they will
never suceeed in their de-
sign.

Opposition parties alleged
that it was proofof the “col-
Tapse" of the law and order
under the AAP government.

Amritsar Police Commis-

Criminal held
following exchange
of fire in Faridkot:
Punjab Police
Chandigarh

sioner  Gurpreet
Bhullar said the poli
informed about the incident
ataround 2 am on Saturday
by the temple priest.

CCTV footage of the inci-
dent showed two unidenti-
fied persons coming to the
temple on a motoreycle
which hada flag. One person
gotdownand, aftera while,
hurled a explosive device
towards the temple. The two
then fled from the site and
the blast occurred.

Security has been stepped
uparound the explosion site
and the police have covered
the damaged wall with a
green net.

Blyullar said police teams
were trying to trave the men
involved in the blast and
they would be nabbed soon.

"Our teams dre following

them. Like we had traced
carlier invidents, this inci-
dent will also be traced," he
said.

He suspected the role of
Pakistan's 181 hehind the
ent,

"l want to warn all the
youths not to fall nto the
trap of Pakistan's [SL Al
the previous incidents have
been traced and the aceused
have beenarrested. It came
to the fore that the accused
belonged to economically
weaker families and they
did all for the money.

"I want to watn them not
to destroy thedr lives. The po-
lice will take strictest action
agninst them," said Bhullar,

Uneonfirmed  reports
claimed a grenade was used
in the attack.

A forensic team has col-

it

Tected samples fiom the spot,
Bhiullor said, adding the na-
e of explosives will beas-
certained after necessary ex-
amination.

Bhullar said the police
hawe captured CCTV fotage
from different nearby cam-
eras.

At the time of the attack,
the priest of the temple was
sleeping inside the temple
and wokeup to the sound of
the explosion.

Chief Minister Mann said
miny @ttempts have been
made from time to time to
disturb Punjabbut the state
police has taken timely ac-
tion against such elements,

"Punjahis completely safe
in terms of law and order,”
he told reporters in Chandi-
garh.

He stressed that mutual

Bilaspur shooting incident has exposed
complete lawlessness in HP: LoP

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi/Shimla

Punjab Police on Saturday
said it had nabbed an ab-
seonding operative of the
foreign-based gangster
Gauray alins Lucky Patial
and the Davinder Bambiha
gang aftera brief exchange
of fire in Faridkot.
Manpreet Singh alias
Mani, anative of Talwandj
Bhagrian in Mogg, was ar-
rested in a joint operation
by the Anti-Gangster Task
Faree (AGTF) and Faridkot
Police, Direetor General of
Police (DGP) Gauray Yaday

Police also arrested his
two aceomplices, Jagmeet
Singh alias Meeta of Chania
in Fazidkot and Akashdesp
Singh of Mehma in Fer-
ozepur, for providing him
shelterand logistic support.

The development came
shortly after Punjab Police
arvested Mani’s eo-aceused,
Malkit Singh alias Manu,
from Moga, after recovering
a 32 caliber pistol along
with four cartridges from
his possession on Wednes-
day.

Malkit Singh, along with
Mani, executed anattack on
liis rival in village Kapura in
Moga, resulting inthe mur-
der of one mdividual and a
worman sustaining « bullet
injury to her leg on Febru-
ary 19, DGP Yaday said.

Both arrested persons
were also involved in a fir-
ingincident that took place
at Raja Dhaba in Jagraon
on February 26, which was
orchestrated by the foreign-
based gingster Locky Patial,
he added.

The DGP sid that further
‘nvestigations ‘are under-
way Lo establish backward
and forward linkages in
this case.

Sharing operational de-
tails, Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP)
AGTF, Fromod Ban, said
that following the arrest
of Malkit alias Mannu,
AGTF teams gatherad clues
from his interrogation and
zeroed in on his aceom-
plice, Mani. in the Faridkot
area.

Former Chief Minister and
Leader of the Opposition
Jativam Thakur has alleged
that the Bilaspur shooting
incident that injured ex-
Congress MLA and his
PSO has exposed complete
collapse of law and order
in Himachal Pradesh.

In a statement on Sat-
urday, Thakur blamed the
Chiel Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu led Con-
gress government of lack-

ing sericusness in im-
proving the law and order
situation, which has Jed
to incidents like the Bi-
Taspur shooting.

‘Thakur emphasized that
this is not the first time
such an incident has oc-
curred in Bilaspur,

Previously, asimilar in-
cident took place, but the
police failed to take strict
action, he said, demanding
the government to take

Thakur emphasized
that this is not the
first time such an in-
cident has occurred
in Bilaspur.
immediate and strict ac-
tion to prevent such inci-
dents in the future.

He said that a through
probe should be ordered
W uncover the conspiracy

behind the incident. He
also emphasized that the
police should foeus on
maintaining law and order
instead of spying on op-

position leaders and their
offices.

Charging Sukhu of using
CID to spy on cpposition
leaders, their activities and
offices, Thakur said that
the Chief Minister should
instead focus on niain-
taining law and order.

brotherhood and peace
would be maintained in the
state.

Being a border state, a
number of fories inimical to
the state have been chalking
oatnefarions designs to dis-
turh the hard-camed pence
of Punjab, Mann later said in
asiatement.

However, he said that the
vigilant Punjab Police has al-
ways foiled such attempts.

Mann said the Amritsar
incident was also the hand-
iwork of the fissiparous
forees that want to desta-
bilise the peace, progress
andl prosperity of the state,

He said that the state gov-
ernment will never allow
these forees to succeed in
their nefarious designs and
all their conspiracies will be
foiled.

Mann also stressed that
the law and order situation
in Punjab is much better
than in other states.

The Congress, the BJP
and the Shiromani Akali Dal
targeted the AAP govern-
ment after the incident.

"1 strongly condemm the
bomb attack on Thakur
Divara temple, Khandwala
in Amritsar. AAP govern-
ment failsto cheek repeated
incidents of blasts in the
border city. Deteriorating
law and order in Punjubisa
matter of serivus concern,”
Union Minister Ravnest
Singh Bittu said on X.

Punjab Congress chief

Amrinder Singh Raja War-
ring also condemned the in-
aident, saying this time a
temple was targeted.

"Yet another grenade at-
tack in Amritsar, this time
targeting 4 temple in the
Khandwala drea. There is
an atmosphere of fear pre-
vailing in Punjaly, and people
are genuinely feelmg inse-
cure. It's high time the
@AAPPunjab government
wakes up from its deep
stumber and takes action,”
said Warring ina post on X,

Senior  Akali lender
Bikram Singh Majithia said
it was & "law and order fail-
ure”

Another SAD leader Datjit
Singh Cheema sought a ju-
digial probe into the incident
to identify the perpetrators
and unearth the conspiracy,
aimed at disturbing peace
and communal harmony in
the state.

"This is the 13th such blast
in the area and is proof of the
complete collapse of law wued
order in the state", said
Cheema.

BJP national general see-
retary Tarun Chugh sought
aCBlinvestigation to exposs
the forces attempting to dis-
turh law and order in Pun-
jah.

Expressing serous cons
cern over the repeated at-
tacks, Chugh said the AAP
government has "complete-
Iy failed to control disruptive
elements in the state.”

-

UP CM Yogi orders
crackdown on land
encroachment

Gorakhpur
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath, on Sat-
urday, directed officials to
take immediate action to re-
claim illegally oecupied land
‘belonging to the poor and
enforce strict measures
agginst encroachers.

Emphasizing 2em0 toler-
ance for land grabbing, he
warned that these who un-
lawfully seize land or dis-
place thevulneruble will fioe
severe legal consequences.

After celebrating Holi in
Gorakhpur, CM Yogi at-
tended the Janata Darshan
program at Gorakhnath
Temple on Saturday morn-

ing, addressing publicgriev-
ances.

Sezated ouside the Ma-
hant Digvijaynnath Smriti
Sabhagar, niearly 200 people
shared their concerns with
the Chief Minister. CM Yogi
assured them that no injus-
tice would be allowed under
hisleadership.

He instructed officials to
resolve issues promptly and
effectively, reaffirming the
government’s commitment
Lt .

Emphasizing a zero-tol-
erance policy on encroach-
ment, he asserted that no
one would be allowed to
séize another person’s land.

Many people approached
CM Yogi secking financial
ussistance: for medical treat-
ment. He assured them that
the government would pro-
vide full support for their
treatment. Handing over
their applications to offi-
ials, he directed them to ex-
pedite necessary estimates
and forwiard them for ap-
proval.

Addressing Tssues relat-
ed to police and revenue de-
partmients, CM Yog stressed

every distressed citizen. “Our
government is dedicated to
ensuring justice for all and
fostering prosperity for every
individual,” he emphasized.
During the Janata Dar-
shan program, a man mised
coneerns about land grab-
Ters illegally m'ulpymg h.N
property. In response
Minister Yogi Adityanath
provptly directed and
administrative officials 1o
take swift actionand ensure
the kind was reclaimed.

v and fairness,
ensuring that no one faces
injustice. He instructed offi-
cials to handle each case
with sensitivity and provide
the necessary help to every
victim,

Several attendees brought
their children to the event,
where OM Yogi interacted
warmly with them, asking
their names and ingquiring
about their schooling. He
gifted them chovalates and
encouraged them to study
hard.

Foreign-trained teachers are acting as
catalyst in education 'revolution’: Punjab CM

Chandigarh
unjah Chael Minis-
ter  Bhagwant
Mann on Saturday
said foreign-

tramed teachers are acting
as a catalyst of the "edu-
cation revalution” in the
state by further mmprov-
ing the standard of educa-
tion.

He flagged off a batch of
72 teachers here for train-
ing in Finland.

Mann said education,
health and power had ac-
quired a centre stage in
the political agenda of the
political parties due to the
concerted efforts of the
AAP and its national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal,

Prior to this, none of the
political parties had ever
bothered about these core
sectors that have heen
most important for a com-
mon man, he said.

It is a matter of immense

Punjab has hitherto sent
234 principals and educa-
tion officers for a five-day
\eadershi

officers were sent to TTM
Ahmedabad.
During training, Lhese

devel b teachers are with
programme to Singapore  modern teaching practices
and 72 primary cadre prevalentabroad and after

teachers to Turku, Fin-
land.
Mann said apart from
, three batches of 152
| and

their return, they share
practives with students
and their collcagues there-
by ensuring that students

prideand that

Haryana CM directs strict measures for
flood control & Yamuna cleanliness

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Haryana Chiel Minister
Nayab Singh Suini has in-
structed all Deputy Com-
missioners (o ensure the de-
silting of drainsand canals in
their nespective areas and to
take cffective measures to
prevent waterlogging ahead
of the upcoming mensoon
season, Chairing the 56th
meting of the Haryuna State
Drought Relief and Flood
Control Board, lh(- Clm-f
Minister hia i the

old urml.» Heinstructed of-
3 priaritvlist

need for robust infrastrue-
ture in cities and villages 1o
prevent floedwaters from

16 nmnEu »r the functionality
af flood control structures,
and Deputy Commissioners

fur ll e pnm‘Ls and ensure
that all pending workis com-
pleted promptly. He em-

657.09 citre, funded through
both the State Headand the
Haryana Water Resources
Authority (HWRA). The
Chief Minister directed that
short-termschemes and the
procurement of pumps be
completed by June 30, while
medium and long-term
projects proposed by the Ir-
rigation and Water Re-
sources Department will be
taken up following a pre-
flood review meeting in
May, Officials reported that
610 flood control schemes
have been completed, while
work is in progress on 302
additional schemes, The

for de-

entering homes and agricul-  will be responsible for sur-  phasized that these cleanli-  meeting also reviewed the

tural fields, ting stone  ness and maintenance Lf procurement of pumps, mo-
The Chief Minister studs. Swictadion.inehiding  forts should be impl tors, and pipeli

stressed the i of FIR willbetak-  uniforml ssall regions  watering waterlogged areas

constructing stone studs,
stone steining, remodeling
drains, and setting up per-
manent pump houses, He
also highlighted the need for
laying pipelines in low-lying
areas and ensuring the prop-

en against contractors found
negligent in maintuining
these str

uctures.

jonally, the Chief
Minister directed the desilt-
ing of all major canals in the
state and the timely repair of

1o ensure balanced develop-
ment throughout Haryana.

During the meeting, the
Haryana State Drought Re-
lief and Flood Control Board
approved 352 flood control
schemes amounting to Rs

with high subsurface water
levels.

In a strong directive, the
Chief Minister ordered that
nosewage watéror polluted
drain shounld be discharged
into the Yamuna River.

et 4 with the

3 Babbar Khalsa International
operatives held from Bihar
says Punjab Police

Chandigarh

The Punjab Police on Sat-
urday claimed to have
busted & narco-terror
module linked to the
banned terrorist outfit
Babbar Khalsa Interna-
tional (BKI) with the arvest
of three of its key opera-
tives from Bikar while they
were attempting fo flee to
Nepal,

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) Gaurav Yadav
said those awested have
been identified as Karan-
deep Yadav (21), Mukesh
Kumar (29) and Sajan
Singh (24), all residents
of Khandwala Chheharta
in Amritsar.

Three mobile phones
and Nepali currency notes
were seized from them,
the Punjab Police chief
said.

The development came
following invest ns
and sustained follow-up of
backward and forward

linkages in the arrest of
Joban Singh and Gurbaksh
Singh after recovering 290
grams of heroin from their
pPosses

Yaday said preliminary
investigations revealed that
the arrested accused were
working on the directions
of Pakistan-based BKL
mastermind Harwinder
Rinda.

The DGP sad the ar-
rested individuals, who
wereresiding in Amritsar’s
Khandwala and Chiheharta
areas; were apprehended
from Madehpur in Bilar
when they were planning
to flee to Nepal.

"The trio are being
brought back to Punjab for
further intermogation,” he
added.

The probe has revealed
that Karandeep Yadav had
delivered the grenades and
weapons that were recov-
ered from T: Taran in
January this vear, he said.

pattern of study abroad.
thisisa path
tive which is
rejuvenating the entire ed-
uedtion system of 'state for
the well-being of students
with these teachers actu-
ally acting as agents of
change in the edueation
sector by ensuring quality
education to students.

He said this out of box
idea is giving major thrust
to the "education revolu-
tion" in the state by bring-
ing the much needed gual-
itative change in the edu-
cution system of the state.

These teachers are se-
lected purely on the basis
of merit and in a trans-
parent manner so that only
deserving teachers get a
chance ta go abroad, he
said. Mann said only those
teachers who are recom-
mended by at least 10 stu-
dents taught
selected for this training
programme abroad.

Kejriwal arrives in
Amritsar after
10-day Vipassana
in Hoshiarpur

Arvind Kejriwal nrm'ed
Trere on Saturday after com-
pleting a 10-day Vipassana
meditation session in
Hoshiarpur.

Kejriwal took part in the
session at the Dhamma
Dhaja Vipassana Centre
(DDVC) in Anandgarh vil-
lage.

Party sources said he will
stay in Amritsar till Mon-
day.

Kejriwal is staying at the
residence of former cabinet
minister and MLA Dr. In-
derbir Nijjar.

Party sources fusther said
Kejriwal along with Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
on Sunday will pay obei-
sande at the Golden Temple,
Durgians Temple and
Valmiki Timth Sthal here on
the completion of three
years of the AAP govern-
ment in Pungah,
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Hope that current fed-
eration will work hon-
estlyand will bring

wrestling back on
track”: Brij Bhushart
Singhafter revocation

of ban.or WFI

Kolkata Knight Riders aim for back-to-
back IPL titles under new leadership

Kolkata

he defending champions

Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)

are gearing up for the

upcoming Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025 season with a
renewed sense of purpase under fresh
leadership.

In a recent press conference, new
captain Ajinkya Rahane, mentor
Dwayne Bravo, head coach Chandrakant
Pandit, and vice-eaptain Venkatesh
Iver shared their thoughts on the
upeoming season and the team's
preparations.

Rahane, who takes over as captain of
the reigning champions, expressed his
gratitude for the opportunity. "It's an
honour for me to lead this wonderful
franchise. I'm really thankful and
grateful to the management for giving
me this opportunity,” said Rahane, as
quoted by the KKR press release.

Theesperienced batter acknowledged
the challenge of defending the title but
remigined focused on the immediate
fiature:;

“"Forme, it is always about keeping it
simple... We will obviously give our
best this season," Rahane added.

When asked about his batting
position, Rahane emphasized a team-
first mentality, “1 have always played
wherever the team wanted me {o play.
‘Team thinking has always come first."

Avani Prashanth
emerges the top
Indian in Australian
Women's Classic

Coffs Harbour

It was a tough day for the Indian
duo in the opening round of the
2025 Australian Women's Classic,
Rookie Avani Prashanth with 2-
over 72 was the best at Tied-55th,
while Pranavi Urs (73) and Diksha
Dagar (74) were further behind inT-
79th and T-88th places. They were
also hit by a lack of any practice
rounds at a course which took a
beating because of a cyclone, ac-
cording to the Australian Women's
Classic press release.

Welsh mokie Darcey Harry, Swe-
den’s Moa Folke and Austria's
Emma Spitz are the early leaders af-
ter the trio opened with superb 6-
under 64 each at Coffs Harbour
Golf Club.

It has been a tough two weeks for
the Ladies European Tour (LET)
and WPGA Tour after last week's
event was canceled due to Cyclone
Alfred in New South Wales. This
week, the tournament has been re-
duced to 54 holes. The 132 players
in the field got their first look at the
course in round one.

Avani, a multiple winner on the
Hero Women's Pro Tour, while be-
ing anamateur, has now turned pro,
and in her first eventas a proin Mo-
rocco, she was T-16. She had two bo-
gevs and no birdies on the Par-70
course.

Pranavi, who missed the cut in
her first event of 2025 in Saudi, had
two birdies against five bogeys,
while Diksha, who was the runner-
up in Morocco, had just one birdie
against five bogeys in her 74,

But for Harry, Folke and Spitz, a
lack of practice was no such hin-
drance as all three made scorching
starts on Friday to lead by two
shots.

Darcey Harry got the ball rolling
as she lit up the putter, converting
four birdies to go outin 30 (-4). The
21-year-old, competing in only her
second LET event, followed this up
with back-to-back birdies at the
tith and 12th. Despite dropping a
shot at the par-4 13th, Harry
bounced back well with birdies on
the 14th to post a 64 (-6).

Two groups behind, Folke led a
charge of her own, putting on a re-
lentless display of fairway and green
hitting. After being one-under par at
the turn Folke capitalised on her
great target play, rolling in birdies
at the 1oth, 11th, 12th, 14th and 15th
to fire a bogey-free scorecard.

Spitzjoined the leaders thanks to
seven birdies, including four in a
row on her back-nine at the 3rd, 4th,
sth and 6th. After missing the green
short on her final hole, the par-g
oth, the Olympian was close to
chipping in to take the outright
lead.

\lt..ulm Dwayne Bravo outlined lm;
approach to continuing the team’s
suecess, "It would be disrespectful of me
totry to change some of the good things
from the last season,” Bravo explained.

He also expressed his enthusiasm
about working with team owner Shah
Rutkh Khan, "It’s good tohavea boss like
Shah Rukh who is definitely really
invested in the game... That energy
and that vibe, I'm going to try to hring.
that here as well."

Vice-captain Venkatesh Iyer, who
commanded a significant price at the

auction, was excited about working
with Bravo.

"He's been the most successful T20
plaver in history, so he brings a lat of
experience to the table,” said Iyer.
"Nothing can beat experience. He's
plaved so many games; he's won so
many games for West Indies and the
franchisesthat he's played for," Iver said
as the KKR press release added.

When questioned about handling
the pressure of his price tag. Iyer took
& pragmatic approach, "It exists. You
can't ignore italtogether, butwhen the

This is a young team, and we want to
play fearless cricket: Salman Agha

New Delhi
Pakistan will play a five-match T-20 se-
ries in New Zealand, followed by three
ODI matches. The series will begin with
the T-20 series on March 16 at
Christchurch Hagley Oval.

Salman Agha, Pakistan’s newly ap-
pointed T2ol captain, has highlighted
the netessity of enhancing their mind-
set and strategy and the importance of
plaving "fearless” and "high-risk criek-
et." For repeatedly questioning the
strike rate in'T-20 cricket, Babar Azam
and Mohammad Rizwan areout alto-
gether, eying the T-20 World Cup
NEXT year.

Saim Ayub is still ont due tohis in-
Jury. Pakistan has a v ery new team for
this series, so it will be difficult for them
toplay against the CT 2025 nunner-ups.
New Zealand will also be missinga few
key players due to IPL 2025.

Fast bowler Matt Henry réjoins the
squad after being absent forthe Cham-
pions Trophy final versus India in
Dubai. In the fast bowling lineup, Will
O'Rourke and Kyle Jamieson will par-
ticipate in the initial three matches as
Kane Williamson has decided to skip
the series.

Salman Agh.l has been named Pak-
istan's new T-20 captain, while Shadab
Khan, who is making his T-20 return
in this s Tas been naned as his
deputy. Michael Bracewell has been
named captain of New Zealand beeause

Mitchell Santrieris unavailabledueto

his IPL commitments.

The surface at Hagley Oval is com-
monly recognised for benefiting bats-
men. Teams that bat second have ex-
perienced a greater success rate at
Hagley Oval in T20 internationals.

Before the series started, Kiwi skip-
per Michael Bracewell spoke about
the new-looking Pakistan squad. He
said new players are coming ento their
team: they are unknown, but he felt
that if they do everything accordingto
plan, that'll be goad for anyone against
them.

"We've probably had abit more of fo-
cus on ourselves. With a few new
young players coming into the Pakistan

TATA IPL starts, it really doesn't matter.
You'rea partofa playing X1, apartofa
team that is going out the

Head coach Chandrakant Pandit,
who has worked with Ralane
previously, spoke about the team's
preparation for their opening match
against Royal Challengers Bengaluruon
March 22.

"Every matchis different, and we have
been preparing since the Mumbai camp
and now we have started the camp
here as well... we are going to play as
hard as possible,” Chandrakant Pandit
said.

Regarding the uum tumpm,mun,
Pandit highlightedt
from mlan.mﬂml experience, "The
advantage that we're going to get is the
confidence level that they're going to
carry from the international level to
KKR."

‘The team is loaking forward to playing
at their home ground, with Rahane
noting: "It's good to be hack at Eden
Gardens and we always love to play at
Eden Gardens, The atmosphere, the
energy, the passion which all the fans
have."

With astrong core of netained players,
experienced leadership, and the backing
of pmiumm fans at Eden Gardens,

KKR appears well-positioned to defend
their title in the upcoming TATA TPL
2025 season.

"Only trophy she hasn't had...":
maiden [PL crown for skipper Meg Lanning

Munibai

Ahead of the Women's Premiier League
2025 final against Mumbai Indians
on Saturday at Mumbai, DeThi Capitals
left-arm spinner Jess Jonassen said that
the team will tryto win this trophy for
skipperandopener Meg Lanning as this
is the only trophy which she has not
won in her ericketing career.

After narrowly missing out on the
Women's Premier League (WPL) title
twice, Meg Lanning-led Delhi Capitals
side will lock horns with Harmanpreet
Kaur's Mumbai Indians in the final of
the ongoing Women's Premier League
2025 final in search of their maiden ti-
1l at the Brabourne Stadium in Mum-
bai

Speaking ahead of the clash, Jonassen
said itwould be very satisfying and re-
lieving for everyone if the team goes on
to lift the title.

"We've buen so close the lust two sea-
sons and obviously forme as well being
able to play a lot of ericket alongside
Meg as well and with her captaining us
it's sort of it's almost like the only tro-
phy she hasu't had. So you almost
want to get it for people like her, and 1

side, there is 4 bit of the . But
1 think as long as we know what weare
trying to do, that'll be good enough for
anyone that comes up #gainst us."
Michael Bracewell said, as pera quote
from ESPNericinfo.

know that the group has worked so hard
over these first few seasons, and yeah,
it's been pretty hearthreaking the last
two seasons to sort of leave our worst
game for the biggest game of the
So yeah, I think it would be really sat-

India shine with 15 medals on Day 3 and 4
of Special Olympics World Winter Games

New Delhi

India’s remarkable run at the Special
Olympics Winter Games eontinued
onday three and four, with the ath-
letes adding as many as 15 more
medals to the tally. With this latest
achievement, India's total medal
count has now risen ta 24, building
on the nine medals secured in the
earlier events, as per the Special
s Bharat press release.

pine Skiing, Deepak Thakur
and Giridhar displayed exceptional
skill to clinch gold medals in the Tn-
termediate Super G Mog and Mos
categories, respectively, while Ab-
‘hishek Kumar secured a silver in the
Novice Super G Mo1 category. Rad-
ha Devi also delivered a stellar per-
formance, earning a silver medal in
the Intermediate Super G Fo3 event.

Adding to India's success on the
ice, Ziara Porter showcased impres-
sive speed and determination to
claim silver medals in the 1M Fi
event and 222M F2 event of short-
track speed Skating, while Tanshu
won a bronze in the 777M M2 cate-
gory and a silver in the 500M M3
category.

The country's presence in Cross
Country Skiing was also felt as Akri-
ti put in a commendable effort to se-
cure a bronze medal in the 50M

Technigue Final Fo3.

India's Snowshoeing athletes also
delivered some stellar performane-
s, further boosting the medal ecount.
Vasu Tiwari secnred a gold medal in
the 50M Race Mog category, while
Jahangir and Tanya won silver
medals in the 50M Race Mog and
Foz categories, respectively. Shali-
ni Chauhun added to the tally with a
bronze in the 50M Race Fo3 cate-
gory. In the 200M Race, Anil Kumar
emerged victorious with a gold

medal in the Miz division, while
Harleen Kaur clinched silver in the
Fi2 division.

With these achievements, India's
athletes continue to shine on the
global stage, proving their resilience,
hard work. and sporting spint. Host-
ing around 1500 athletes from 102
countries, the Special Olympics
World Winter Games aim to boost
inclusivity in the world of sports,
providing everybody an equal chance
at gaining recognition.

Nitish Reddy clears fitness
test set to join Sunrisers
Hyderabad camp ahead of IPL

New Dethi
Sunrisers Hyderabad (SRH) has re-
ceived a significant boost ahead of the
Indian Premier League (IPL) 2025
season, as all-rounder Nitish Reddy has
successfully cleared a fitness test after
recovering from a side strain injury.

Reddy previously suffered a side
strain injury but is now completely
healed. Although he was exduded from
India's Champions Trophy squad due
to his injury, he passed the necessary
Yo-Yo test; his score was 18, according
to ESPN cricinfo press release.

Reddy’s return to fitness is welocome
news for SRH, which was defeated in
the final against Kolkata Knight Riders
(KKR) lastyear. With Reddy's addition,
SRH gains batting depth and more
bowling options, making them a
stronger contender for the TPL.2025 ti-
te.

The [PL 2025 season is scheduled to
commence on March 22, and Sunris-
ers Hyderabad will be eager to resolve
theincomplete matters. They were de-
feated in the final against KKR Iast year
in what became a lopsided match.

Reddy, who was retamed by SRH in
the mega-auction 2025, is expected to
join the teamy's pre-tournament camp.

56,

h plaved a practice matchon Fri-
day, bawling without any discomfort.
The BCCI medieal team took proper
care of Nitish, but his rehab took more
time than the three weeks originally
forecast.

Healso took three wickets last year.
His addition to the SRH squad gives
them batting depth and mare bowling.
aptions.

The 25-year-old cricketer also de-
buted fﬂr India m a Tznl against
B and i selectors

starting on Sunday. He had an im-
pressive 2024 TPL season, scaring 303
runs in 13 matehes with a strike rate of
142.2 and taking three wickets, added

isfying and ahmost a reliefif it happe
Jess Jonnasen said in a video posted by
Delhi Capitalson X.

The Australian left-arm spinner has
taken 11 wickets in seveninnings so far
while playing for the Delhi Capitals in
the ongoing WPL 2025, averaging 19
and best figures of 4/31.

On the other hand, the Delhi Capitals
skipper is currently the fourth-highest
run-searer in the ongoing WPL 2625,
The 21-year-old has scored 263 runs in
eight innings at a strike rate of 117.93,
an average of 37.57, three fifty, and a
best score of g2,

DE directly qualified for the WPL
2025 final after topping the league

with his perﬁlrmanc«. He became the
first Inclian batter to seore a century in
Aunstralia while batting at No. 8in the
Border Gavaskar Trophy in 2024.

DC aim to win

stage with 10 points, having won five
times and lost thrice. They will head into
Saturday’s final on the back of a loss
against the Gujarat Giants in their last
league gamie.

The Mumbii Indians, on the other
hand, finished second in the WPL 2025
standings behind Delhi Capitals on
Net Run Rate (NRR). They will head
into the final after beating the Gujarat
Giants by 47 rans in the eliminator on
Thursday. "

Delhi Capitals and Mumbai Indians
have met seven times in the WPL.
with DC leading the charts 4-3. The
Capitals also won both league-stage
clashes this season.

M.R. Rao and Avni Juneja to
headline Mumbal Walkathon

Mumbai

M.R. Rao, an 84-year-old walking
enthusiast, and fi old Avni
Juneja will be the key highli,

the Mumbai Walkathon, set to take
place in suburban Juhu on Sunday,
March 16. The event will be flagged
off at JVPD Grounds, Juhu, guiding
participants  past  Amitabh
Bachchan's residence, towards Juhu
Beach, and back.

The 84-year-old M.R. Rao and
five-year-old Avni Juneja, both
hailing from Mumbai, the capital of
Maharashtra, will be the center of
attention on Sunday, Their partic-
ipation serves as an inspiring ex-
ample for everyone, showeasing
that walking is for all ages.

In this inaugural edition, women
have outnumbered men in regis-
trations across all three categories.

Bhiavesh Trivedi, a quadriplegic
runner, is Maharashtra's wheel-
chair rugby teamn captain and na-
tional champion. The first quadri-
plegic wheelchair athlete to partic-
ipate in 57 long-distance runs, in-
cluding two walkathon events

The other participant is Nihad
Panju, who holds the India Book of
Records for completing the most
half marathons and the fastest half
marathon with Hemiplegia, setting
new benchmarks in endurance

Sports.

Eight participants will celebrate
their birthdays by joining the
‘Walkathon and committing to vear~
round fitness, Ten participants with
prosthetic legs will also showcase
their  determination and in-
domitable spirit.

A large number of participants
have already registered for the
grand event, which will feature dif-
ferent categories like the 10km Pro
Walk, skm family walk, dnd 3km
fun walk

Walking has several benefits,
such as aiding in weight loss and
helping to keep oneself fit.
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PM Modi to
visit Sri Lanka
next month

Colombo:

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will arrive
in Sri Lanka early next
month to finalise agree-
ments reached during
President Anura Kuma-
ra Dissanayake's visit to
Delhi last year, a minis-
ter said on Saturday.

Foreign Minister Vi-
jitha Herath made the
statement  while re-
sponding to a question

on budget allocation
debate in the parliament
ere.

“We have maintained
a close relationship with
our neighbour India.
Our first diplomatic visit
was to India, where we
reached several agree-
ments on bilateral coop-
eration,"” Herath said.

“Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will
arrive here early April,"
he added.

Herath said that dur-
ing PM Modi's visit,
several new memoran-
da of understandings
will be signed, in addi-
tion to the opening of
the Sampur solar power
station.

In 2023, the state
power entity Ceylon
Electricity Board and
India’s NTPC agreed to
build a 135 MW solar
power plant in Sampur
town of eastern Trinco-
malee district.

Herath said the Na-
tional People's Power
(NPP)  government's
goodwill policy towards
India has resulted in
many benefits to the
island nation, including
several ongoing Indian
projects.

“We will remain neu-
tral in our foreign pol-
icy without taking any
sides while working to
maintain national in-
terest," Herath said.

BUSINESS
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US imposes sanctions on Thai officials
after Uyghur men deported to China

Washington:

he US State De-

partment on Fri-

day  announced
sanctions on an un-
known number of cur-
rent and former Thai
officials for their role
in deporting at least 40
Uyghur men to China
despite worries that they
could be jailed or even
face death there.

Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said he was
immediately moving to
impose visa restrictions
on current and former
officials responsible for
or complicit in the de-
portations. No Thai of-
ficial has been named.
The visa restrictions
were not explained but
can entail a denial of en-
try to the US.

“We are committed
to combating China's
efforts to pressure gov-
ernments to forcibly re-
turn Uyghurs and other
groups to China, where
they are subject to tor-
ture and enforced disap-
pearances,” Rubio said
in a statement.

The Thai Ministry of
Foreign Affairs on S
urday said it had mul
ple times clarified with
countries that have con-
veyed their concerns
over the safety of the
men that China assured
that they would be un-
harmed, and that Thai-
land would follow up on
their well-being.

“Thailand has always
upheld a long tradition
of  humanitarianism,
particularly in providing
assistance to displaced

persons from various
countries for more than
half a century and will
continue to do so,” the
ministry said in a state-
ment.

Thailand's ministers of
defence and justice said
they scheduled a trip to
visit the men in China
next week. A number of
Thai journalists were in-
vited to join them.

The Uyghurs are a
Turkie, majority Muslim
group native to Xinjiang
in China's far west. After

decades of conflict with
Beijing over discrimina-
tion and suppression of
their cultural identity,
the Chinese government
launched a brutal crack-
down on the Uyghurs
that some Western gov-
ernments deem a geno-
cide,

More than 300 Uy-
ghurs fleeing China were
detained in 2014 by Thai
authorities. By Februa
48 Uyghurs remained in
Thai detention when au-
thorities prepared to send

———
“We are committed
to combating China's
efforts to pressure
governments to for-
cibly return Uyghurs
and other groups to
China, where they
are subject to torture
and enforced disap-

pearances,”  Rubio
said in a statement. I
them back to China de-
spite calls from Thai law-
makers and international
officials not to do so.

Rubio condemned the
return “in the strongest
possible terms,” saying
“Uyghurs have faced per-
secution, forced labour,
and torture” in China.

In  Facebook posts,
the Chinese Embassy in
Bangkok said 40 Chinese
nationals who had been
“smuggled” were repat-
riated to Xinjiang on a
chartered flight and they
had “all returned home
and reunited with their
families after more than
10 years."

Israeli says it killed
Hezbollah member in drone
strike in south Lebanon

Beirut:
An Israeli drone strike
hit a car in south Leb-
anon on Saturday, kill-
ing one person who the
Israeli military said was
a member of Hezbollah.

State-run  National
News Agency did not
give further details
about the strike in
the village of Bourj el-
Mlouk.

The airstrike was the
latest in a wave of such
attacks since a US-bro-
kered ceasefire went into
effect in late November
ending the 14-month Is-
rael-Hezbollah war.

The Israeli military
said the Hezbollah
member who was killed
was active in the border
village of Kfar Kila.

The strike came a day
after Lebanon's military
court sentenced two

eople to prison terms
for giving digital infor-
mation to Israel.

Four judicial officials
told The Associated
Press Saturday that one
of those sentenced re-
ceived a 15-year prison
term while the other was
sentenced to 10 years in

A third was set free for
lack of evidence against
him, the officials said on
condition of anonymity
because they were not
authorised to share in-
formation with the me-

4.

The officials said the
two scanned the cellular
telephones network in
wide areas of Beirut and
its southern suburbs
that is home to Hezbol-
lah's headquarters using
sophisticated equip-
ment.

9 militants killed in separate security operations in Pakistan

Peshawar:

At least nine militants

and two security per-
sonnel were killed in
two separate engage-
ments in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa  province
of Pakistan, an ISPR
statement said on Sat-
urday.

Seven terrorists
were killed when secu-
rity forces conducted
an intelligence-based
operation  in  Mo-
hmand district on Fri-
day night, the ISPR
said.

However, two sol-
diers were also killed
during the intense fire

exchange, the state-
ment said.

In another encounter

Y |

in Maddi area of Dera
Ismail Khan district,
two terrorists were

killed in the exchange
of fire between security

an uptick in terror activi-
ties recently, especially

I ] and in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
the statement said. and Balochistan prov-
The ISPR said weapons  inces, after the banned
and ition were Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
also recovered from the  stan (TTP)militant grou]
possession of the killed ended its ceasefire }1

militants, who were ac-
tively involved in numer-
ous terrorist activities
across the province.

1t said sanitization op-
erations were ongoing to
eliminate the presence
of any other militants in
the area.

Pakistan has witnessed

the government in No-
vember 2022.

February saw a mar-
ginal increase in terror-
ist attacks but a sharp
surge in civilian casu-
alties, according to a
report published by an
Islamabad-based think
tank, Pakistan Institute

for Conflict and Securi-
ty Studies (PICSS).

According to PICSS,
the country witnessed
79 terrorist attacks last
month, resulting in the
deaths of 55 civilians
and 47 security person-
nel, while 45 civilians
and 81 security person-
nel were injured.

Security forces, mean-
while, intensified coun-
ter-terrorism operations,
eliminating 156 terror-
ists, injuring 20, and
arresting 66, the report
said.

India's Deal Activity Surges to
Record USD 7.2 Billion in February

New Delhi:

India witessed a re-
cord-breaking surge in
deal activity in February,
with 226 M&A and private
equity deals totaling USD
7.2 billion — the highest
monthly deal volume in
the last three years, ac-
cording to the Dealtracker
report of Grant Thornton
Bharat.

"This represents a
67 per cent increase in
volumes and a 5.4-fold
increase in values com-
pared to February 2024,
while a 14 per cent in-
crease over the previous
month," it said.

As many as 85 merger
and acquisition (M&A)
deals worth USD 4.8 bil-
lion were announced in
February. Domestic deals
constituted 68 per cent
of M&A volumes and 78
per cent of total values.
Outbound deals surged,
while inbound deal values
declined sharply.

"Despite global eco-
nomic uncertainties, in-
cluding declining foreign
investments in Indian
public markets and loom-
ing trade tariffs, Indian
dealscape demonstrated
resilience, driven by ro-

bust domestic demand,"
itadded.

Zen Technologies and
Nitco Ltd were key ac-
quirers, each acquiring
four companies, contrib-
uting significantly to the
volume growth, the re-

port said.

Significant deals
in February included
ONGC-NTPC  Green's

USD 2.3 billion acquisi-
tion of Ayana Renewable
Power.

The Praana Group's
USD 755 million acquisi-
tion of Owens Corning's
glass reinforcement busi-
ness accounted for 89 per
cent of the manufacturing
sector's total value.

Media and entertain-
ment segment saw a
sharp uptick in sports
and gaming deals, includ-
ing Torrent Group's USD
872 million acquisition
of Irelia Sports (Gujarat
Titans).

Total 141 transactions
worth USD 2.4 billion
made up for the private
equity (PE) deals, it said,
adding this was the high-
est PE volume since May
2022, with continued
month-on-month growth
since November 2024.

RBI directs IndusInd Bank to

complete remedial action this month

___ Mumbai:
he Reserve Bank
I on Saturday asked
IndusInd Bank's
board to complete re-
medial action during the
current quarter amid
disclosure of a whopping
Rs 2,100 crore discrep-
ancy in accounting an-
nounced by the bank.
Earlier this week, In-
dusInd Bank disclosed a
discrepancy in account-
ing with an estimated
impact of 2.35 per cent
of the bank's net worth.
Soon after the disclo-
sure, massive price cor-
rection in the bank's
serip was witnessed.
Basis the disclosures
available in public do-
main, the bank has al-
ready engaged an ex-
ternal audit team to
comprehensively review
their current systems,
and to assess and ac-
count for the actual im-
pact expeditiously, RBI

e e

Bank to lm\'e the reme-
dial action completed
fully during the current

said in a statement. quarter viz., Q4FYzs,
"The Board and the after makmg required
have been o all stake-

directed by Reserve holders," ﬁsald

IndusindBank

As such, there is no
need for depositors to
react to the speculative
reports at this juncture,
the statement said.

The central bank as-
sured customers and

investors that the bank's
financial health remains
stable and is being mon-
itored closely by it.
IndusInd Bank had in-
formed that the account-
ing lapse was noted

around September-Oc-
tober last year and the
bank gave a preliminary
update to the RBI about
this last week. The final
number will be known
after the external agen-
cy, which the bank has
appointed, finalises its
report by early April, ac-
cording to the bank.

Sharing financial pa-
rameters of the bank,
RBI said it would like
to state that the bank is
well-capitalised and the
financial position re-
mains satisfactory.

As per auditor-re-
viewed financial results
of the bank for the quar-
ter ended December
31, 2024, the bank has
maintained a comfort-
able Capital Adequacy
Ratio of 16.46 per cent
and Provision Coverage
Ratio of 70.20 per cent.

The Liquidity Cover-
age Ratio (LCR) of the
bank was at 113 per cent
as on March 9, 2025, as
against regulatory re-
quirement of 100 per
cent.

Sustainable Llfestyle Ch01ces ]oshl Calls for Accessibility & Affordability

New Delhi:
Food and Consumer Af-
fairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Saturday called
for sustainable lifestyle
options that are "avail-
able, accessible and af-
fordable" for all consum-
ers while protecting basic
rights and needs.

In his recorded vid-
eo speech telecast at a
‘World Consumer Rights
Day webinar, Joshi em-
phasized that sustainable
lifestyles are essential to
tackling "the intercon-
nected crises of climate
change, biodiversity loss
and pollution.”

"A just transition en-
sures that the shift to
sustainable lifestyles
upholds people's basic

sents an opportunity
for 'Sabka Saath Sabka
Vikas', delivering solu-
tions that benefit both

rights and needs. It pre-

peop]e zmd the planet "
he said.

Consumer protection
and fostering sustaina-
bility have been part of

Indian culture from an-
cient times and formed
the core of its adminis-
tration, the minister add-
ed.

Jdshi said the govern-
ment has been at the

ronment-friendly manu-
fﬁcturm% processes and
bl

forefront of fostering sustainable innovations,"
sustainability  through he said at the event,
responsible  consumer  which focused on the
policies. theme "A Just Transi-

"From the tion to inable Life-
of eco-labelling pro-  styles."

grammes to strength-
ening the regulatory
framework against
greenwashing, we are
committed to ensur-
ing that consumers are
well-informed and pro-
tected against misleading
claims.”

He further said the
government is actively
working to make sustain-
able products more af-
fordable and

The government is
working to move be-
yond "consumer protec-
tion" toward promoting
"consumer interest" and
"consumer care," Joshi
said and mentioned the
monitoring mechanisms
aimed at controlling vol-
atility in essential com-
modities.

“However, it is neces-
sary that the consumers
also d their

"We are encouraging
industries to adopt envi-

shared  responsibilities
towards society by fol-

lowing Mahatma Gan-
dhi who talked about
a zero-carbon lifestyle
and calls for picking the
most sustainable options
in daily life choices," he
added.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has given a
call for the Mission LiFE
which envisions replac-
ing the prevalent 'use-
and-dispose’  economy
with a ‘circular economy’,
defined by mindful and
deliberate utilization, the
minister noted.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Consumer Affairs
Secretary Nidhi Khare
said this year's theme
is in sync with cultural
values and ethos of the
country.

Forex kitty
jumps sharpest
in 2 yrs rises
USD 15.26 bn to
USD 653.96 bn

Mumbai:

In the sharpest jump in
over two years, the coun-
try's foreign exchange
reserves increased by
USD 15.267 billion to
USD  653.966 billion
during the week ended
March 7, the RBI has
said.

The overall reserves
had dropped by USD
1781 billion to USD
638.698 billion in the
previous week.

The reserves had been
on a declining trend re-
cently due to revaluation
along with forex market
interventions by RBI to
help reduce volatilities
in the rupee. The forex
reserves had increased
to an all-time high of
USD 704.885 hillion at
end-September 2024.

The sharp rise during
the week under review
is being attributed to
the USD 10 billion forex
swap undertaken by the
central bank on Febru-
ary 28, when it bought
dollars against rupee
to inject liquidity in the
system.

During the week, for-
eign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, increased by
USD 13.993 billion to
USD 557.282 billion, the
data released on Friday
showed.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign cur-
rency assets include the
effect of appreciation
or depreciation of non-
US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in
the foreign exchange re-
serves.

Gold  reserves in-
creased by USD 1.053
billion to USD 74.325
billion during the week,
the RBI said.

The Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs) were up
by USD 212 million to
USD 18.21 billion.
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release first film under
her production banner

New Delhi _

ctor  Samantha

Ruth Prabhu on

Saturday an-

nounced the first
film under her production
company Tralala Moving
Pictures and it is titled
“Shubam”.

The upeoming film will
have a theatric
and is deseribed asa “guirky
comedy that promises a
unique hl( nd of h\mumr

ar-old actor,
ently starred
in "Citadel: Honey Boney”
alongside Varun Dhawan,
announced the launch of

her production house in
2023 and it will be the first
film for the company to re-
lease.

“Fhis project em-
bodies Tralala’s vi-
sion of uniqu
thought-provok-
ing cinema that
leaves  you
wanting more
and hopeful-
ly over time
will h\lp au-

Prabhu said ina statement.
Penned by Vasanth Mari-

ganti, the film

e

upcoming film
will have a theatrical
release and is described as
a “quirky comedy that prom-
ises a unique blend of hu-
mour and thrills, offering a

fresh perspective on ev

light content
coming out of our
Tralala banner. I'm
really exeited about
ubam’ and I can't wait
for audiences to see all our
hard work take shape,”

day issues,” according

to a press
release.
rected
by Praveen Kan-
dregula. It stars Harshith

Jisshu Sengupta roped
in for Akshay Kumar'’s

‘Bhooth Bangla’

Mumbai_
kshay Kumar’s
horror-comedy
Bhooth Bangla
has roped in ac-
tor Jisshu Sengupta for
the upcoming film, which
is  directed by
Priyadarshan.
The ers
made the an-
nouncement on the
occasion of Sen-
gupta’s birthday. g
Taking to its In-
stagram account 8
on Saturday, the
makers shared a pic-
ture of the actor
along  with a
birthday wish
and also re-
vealed

‘Silver Is The New Gold’ Celebrating 25
Glorious Years in Jaipur: PM on IIFA

Jaipur
arking a historie
milestone, the
International
Indian Film
Academy (ITFA) Weekend &
Awards proudly celebratedits
edition in
the cultural heart of R:
jasthan, Jaipur, with an i
spiring message from the
Honorable Prime Minister
of India, SHRINARENDRA
MODI

that he has joined the cast
of the upcoming horror-
comedy.

ing the brilliant
@senguptajisshu a very
Happy Birthday! Excited
to see him
bring his
magic to
Bhooth
Bangla.
It's going
to be a
wild
ride,”

Priyadarshan and Akshay
Kumar after a long gap.
The duo has previously
red blockbuster
ch as Hera Pheri,
Bhagam Bhag, Garam
Masala, De Dana Dan,
and Bhool Bhulaiyaa,
among others. Bhooth
Bangla stars Tabu, Raj-
pal Yadav, Mithila Palkar,
and Wamiqa Gabbi in cru-
cial roles.

Meanwhile, the film will
also witness a reunion of

is di-

Malgireddy, Shriya Kon-
tham, Charan Peri,
Shalini  Kon-
depudi,
Gavireddy
Sriniv ad
Shravani.

Sonu Sood asks audience
to be ‘kinder to debutants
in film fraternity’

NewDelhi Sood's remarks come just
ctor Sonu Sood on after the releas
Saturday shareda jan”

note urging peo- wlmh marked the acting
ple to be more debutof Ibrahim Ali Khan,

read the Aks quTxlmd[lL‘l _;;
post. 1
Bhooth seen ((‘3.1”11]' in IIn Ta
Bangla Pheri
marks the re- Bhooth Bangla is pro-
union of duced by Shobha Kapoor
: a R Kapoor's Bal-
aji Telefilms, ¢

Akshay Kum
tion house, (‘ﬂpe ul'Gan
Films,

with its Campaign “Better Half Ki Better

ter lifestyle by transitioning o hygienic and healthier hrand-
superior- ed packaged Atta, from the

traditional unpackaged, mar-

ket-sourced Atta.

The company is commit-
ted to provide pure, unadul-
terated wheat flour that
delivers consistent quali-

ited or “GRM", a
prominent GRM
: FMCG l;hlyuf is focussed to
in India, is poised to i .
e o Wheet guide consume  to-
REMSILIRUNY wards a healthier lifestyle
itsinnovative can- RAESMUNTCINH IR TMPRITNNS PNOR © and cohanced nutri-
p.m,u for 10X Clas- . S 7 tion for families a s
ERYCPNTRE quality, hygienic and health- EETASYERYHE: g,
Atta, featuring the WETCIs]wlslal=lel packaged p{av: Wl Managing Director of
company’s recently From the traditionalnn GRM Overseas, said: "We
appointed Brand FORTAne Iraaiiooatur are excited to announce
Ambassador, Bolly- pacl(aged, market- the laumch of an ambitions
wood superstar Salman AT campaign for 10X Classic
sourced Atta. PUE! -
Khan. € Chakki Fresh Atta, with the
GRM is focussed to guide support of our new Brand
consumers towards a health- Ambassador, Salman Khan.

quality,

Salman Khan brings 10 Ka Dum to GRM
Overseas Ltd’s 10X Classic Chakki Fresh Atta

supportive of newcomers
in the film industry.
Without naming any par-
ticular individual, the 51-
year-old actor said everypne

courage and uplift others.
“Be kind to debutants in
the film fraterni d else-
where. Nobody was perfect
when they started. We all
learn with experience. Only
a handful get a second
chance,” Sood wrote.

Choice”

son of Saif Ali Khan,

Also starring Khushi
Kapoor, the film received
poor reviews from crities
forits story, dinlogues,
performanc:

Sood said, “A good or bad
performance in any ver
is the collective responsi-
bility of every technician
involved.”

‘eare all learners. Let's
support and encourage
them. Spread love,” he
added.

Salman Khan
completes
shooting for
‘Sikandar’

New Delhi
Bollywood star Salman Khan
has wrapped shooting for
is upcoming film “Sikan-
. the makers said on

.
“Sikandar™ is directed by A
R Murugadoss of “Ghajini”
and “Holiday: A Soldier Is
Never Off Duty” fame. Also

i HTHEHHTTH T
Under the theme
1s The New Gold," IIFA

HAFA25

paid tribute to 25
years of Indian cinema’s lega-

oy and its profound global in-
fl The Prime Minis-
ter's message elevated the
celebrations, acknowledging
HFA’s remarkable journey
inuniting the world through
the magic of films.

ainst the breathtak-
drop of Jaipur’ \nLh

1IFA was an awe-inspiring
spectacle—a magnificent trib-
ute to artistry, innovation,

and the enduring power of
cinematic storytelling,

ITFA’s landmark Silver Ju-
bilee notonly celebrated In-
dian cinema’s extraordinary
global impact but also
brought together audiences
and industry icons for an
unforgettable cultural ex-
travaganza.

Join us as we celebrate
with the biggest names in
Indian cinema, creating his-
tory once again!

starring Rashmika Man-
danna, the film isslated to hit
the screens on Eid.
Acrording to a press re-
he film was shotover
a90-day period in Mumbai,
Hyderabad and other loca-
tions across the country.
The principal photogra-
ished in the monthof

had to work on some patch-
work scenes and a promo-
|1uml song in Februarvand
ch, it added.






