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Putin says Russia 'agrees ' with
US ceasefire proposal for Ukraine

B The Russian president said that the idea is correct, but there are issues that needs to be
discussed with Amercial colleagues and partners.

ussian _ President
Vladimir  Putin
id Thursday

that he agrees in princi-
ple with a U.S. proposal
for a 30-day ceasefire in
Ukraine, but the terms
need to be worked out,
and he emphasized that
it should pave the way to
lasting peace.

“So the idea itself is
correct, and we certainly
support it," Putin told a
news conference in Mos-
cow. “But there are is-
sues that we need to dis-
cuss, and I think that we
need to discuss it with
our American colleagues
and partners.”

He noted that Ukrain-
ian troops are encircled
in their last foothold in
Russia’s Kursk region,
and it’s necessary to de-
termine before a cease-
fire whether they will lay
down weapons and sur-
render.

He said he will decide
the "next steps" based
on his forces' success
in  kicking Ukrainian
troops out of the Kursk
border region.

Putin hailed troops
who have made rapid
gains there in recent

days, before saying:

"Based on how the situ-

ation on the ground de-
velops, we will agree on
the next steps in ending
the conflict and reaching
agreements acceptable
toall."

He also noted the
need to develop a mech-
anism to control possi-
ble breaches of the truce.
Another issue, he said, is
whether Ukraine could
use the 3o-day ceasefire

to continue mobilization
and rearmament.

“We agree with the
proposals to halt the
fighting, but we proceed
from the assumption
that the ceasefire should
lead to lasting peace and
remove the root causes
of the crisis,” Putin said.

Putin noted that while
it appeared that the
U.S. persnaded Ukraine
to accept a ceasefire,
Ukraine is interested in

that because of the bat-
tlefield situation, noting
that Ukrainian troops
that launched an incur-
sion into Russia’s Kursk
region would be fully
blocked in the coming
days.

“In these conditions, 1
believe it would be good
for the Ukrainian side to
secure a ceasefire for at
least 30 days,” he said.

Earlier in the day, an
envoy of U.S. President

Kuki group lifts shutdown in Manipur,
stranded trucks to start moving again

Guwahati
mid the warning
of the Naga Peo-
le’s Organisa-

tion (NPO) to Kuki-Zo

Council to withdraw

ongoing indefinite shut-

down call, a team from
the Ministry of Home

Affairs led by its North

East Advisor AK Mishra

met with both Kuki-Zo

and Meitei groups in

Manipur and explained

them that the Centre

has prepared a roadm-
ap for peace in ethnic
strife-hit Manipur. The

Naga People’s Organisa-

tion (NPO) has stmngly

condemned the ongomg
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in  Kuki-Zo-dominated
areas, now in its fifth day,
and has d d its im-

pokpi district. The inci-
dent took place on the
first day that the gov-

ernment attempted to
implement “free move-
ment” through the high-

ways. The groups have

opposed thc enforce-
ment of move until
their pol xca] demand
for Ta-

mediate withdrawal.
There has been an “in-
definite shutdown™ in
Kuki-Zo areas since Sat-
urday after one youth
died and many others
were injured after pro-
testors clashed with
security forces in Kang-

tion is add:essedA

The MHA team met
Kuki-Zo  groups in
Churachandpur district
on Tuesday but the im-
passe over free move-
ment and the blockade
of highways in Kuki-Zo
areas continued even

after it. Security sourc-
es said that the meet-
ing was held at the DC
office and was attended
by members of different
Kuki-Zo groups includ-
ing Kangpokpi based
Committee on Tribal
Unity, Churachandpur
based Kuki Zo Council,
and Pherzawl and Jir-
ibam-based Indigenous
Tribes Advocacy Com-
mittee.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, the MHA represent-
atives also met members
of Meitei groups such
as Federation of Civil
Societies (FOCS), All

HIGHLIGHT

® Kuki-Zo Council vows
to continue opposi-
tion to the free move-
ment of all in Manipur,
seeks separate admin-
istration; highways
had been shut since
the death of a pro-
testor in Kangpokpi
clashes

Manipur United Clubs’
Organisation (AMUCO),
Coordinating Commit-
tee on Manipur Integri-
ty (COCOMI) in Imphal.
“During the meeting, we
submitted a memoran-
dum with five demands.
For free movement
along all highways, the
rehabilitation of inter-
nally displaced people,
stopping violence on ci-
vilians and to ascertain
the true demographic
of Manipur,” said FOCS
spokesperson  Ngang-
bam Chamchan Singh.
Agency

Trump threatens 200% tariff on European wine, champagne

Washington

resident  Donald

Trump on Thurs-

day threatened a
200% tariff on European
wine, Champagne and
spirits if the Europe-
an Union goes forward
with a planned tariff on
American whiskey.

The European import
tax, which was unveiled
in response to steel and
aluminum tariffs by the
U.S. administration, is
expected to go into effect
on April 1, just ahead of
separate reciprocal tar-
iffs that Trump plans to
place on the EU.

But Trump, in a morn-
ing social media post,
vowed a new escalation
in his trade war if the
EU goes forward with
the planned 50% tax on
American whiskey.

“If this Tariff is not re-
moved immediately, the
U.S. will shortly place
a 200% Tariff on all
WINES, CHAMPAGNES,
& ALCOHOLIC PROD-
UCTS COMING OUT OF

COUNT! RI[

wrote. “This

for the Wine and Cham-
pagne businesses in the
us.”

European  Commis-
sion President Ursu-
la von der Leyven said
Thursday that the EU
trade commissioner
would be having a phone
call Friday with his U.S.

counterpart.

“We don't like tariffs
because we think tariffs
are taxes and they are
bad for business and
they are bad for consum-
ers,” she said. “We have
always said at the same
time that we will defend
our interests. We've said
it, and we've shown it,
but at the same time I
also want to emphasize
that we are open for ne-
gotiations.”

The US. president
has defined his opening
weeks in the White House
with near daily drama
regarding tariffs, saying
that taxing imports might
cause some economic
pain but would eventual-
ly lead to more domestic
manufacturing and great-
er respect for America.

Agency

"glaring

Donald Trump arrived
in Moscow for talks on
an American-proposed
30-day ceasefire that
Ukraine has accepted,
but a senior Russian offi-
cial said the truce would
only help Kyiv by giv-
ing its weary and short-
handed military a break.

The diplomatic effort
coincided with a Rus-
sian claim that its troops
have driven the Ukrain-
ian army out of a key
town in Russia's Kursk
border region, where
Moscow has been trying
for seven months to dis-
lodge Ukrainian troops
from their foothold.

The Russian Defense
Ministry’s claim that it
recaptured the town of
Sudzha, a Ukrainian op-
erational hub in Kursk,
came hours after Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin vis-
ited his commanders in
Kursk.

The renewed Russian
military push and Pu-
tin's high-profile visit to
hlb trcops unfolded as

seeks a diplomat-
ic en to the war, which
began more than three
years ago with Russia’s
full-scale invasion.

Agency

Stalin govt changes
Rupee symbol
with Tamil letter

Chennai_

ntensifying the lan-
I guage tussle with the

Centre, the Tamil
Nadu government on
Thursday replaced the
Devanagari rupee sym-
bol with a Tamil letter
in its logo for the budget
2025-26, in an unprece-
dented move signalling
its unrelenting stance
against the three-lan-
guage formula under the
NEP.

The move comes
amidst a political fire-
storm over the issue
after the Tamil Nadu
government rejected the
National Education Pol-
icy with Chief Minister
M K Stalin accusing the
Central government of
trying to impose Hindi
in the state under it and
claimed that NEP was
a “saffron policy” aimed
at promoting and devel-
oping Hindi and not the
nation.

The DMK has also as-
serted that Tamil Nadu
would not tolerate ‘Hin-
di colonialism’ replac-
ing British colonialism,
while the Union gov-
ernment has accused
the state government of
being “dishonest” and

“ruining the future of the

students” in the state for
politics.

Thelogo for the budget,
released by the govern-
ment on Thursday, car-
ried ‘ru’, the first letter of
the Tamil word ‘Rubaai’,
which denotes the Indi-
an currency in the ver-
nacular language. Tamil
Nadu Finance Minister
Thangam Thennarasu
is scheduled to table the
budget on Friday.

The logo also had the
caption “everything for
all”, indicating the rul-
ing DMK’s assurance of
an inclusive governance
model.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Prez nod for FIR against Sisodia,
Jain in Rs 2 000-cr classroom 'scam'

New Delhi

i resident Droupadi
Murmu has given

her approval for
the registration of an
FIR against AAP lead-
ers Manish Sisodia and
Satyendar Jain in an al-
leged scam of Rs 2,000
crore in the construction
of classrooms in Del-
hi government schools,
sources said.

In 2022, the Delhi
government's vigilance
directorate recommend-
ed a probe into the al-
leged scam and submit-
ted a report to the chief
secretary.

The President has giv-
en her approval for reg-
istering the FIR against
Sisodia and Jain in
connection with the al-
leged scam during their
tenures as ministers in
the Arvind Kejriwal-led
Delhi government, the
sources said.

The Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC), in
a report dated February
17, 2020, highlighted
irregularities"
in the construction of
classrooms in Delhi gov-
ernment schools by the
Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD).

The President's ap-
proval came under Sec-
tion 17A of the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act
that pertains to "enquiry
or inquiry or investiga-
tion of offences relata-
ble to recommendations
made or decision taken
by public servant in dis-
charge of official func-
tions or duties".

Reacting to the de-
velopment, senior AAP
leader Saurabh Bharad-
waj accused the BJP of
carrying out a witch-
hunt against its political
rivals.

The BJP has no inter-
est or intention to fulfil
the promises it made to
the people of Delhi. Its
only agenda is to carry
out a witch-hunt against
its political rivals to sti-

fle the voice of people,
the former minister said
in a statement.

The BJP-led central
government has already
decided to prosecute
every political adversary
of the party and grant ap-
provals to move the case
forward but it should wait
for the judicial process to
begin, he said.

In July 2019, BJP
leader Harish Khura-
na and then AAP rebel
MLA Kapil Mishra, now
a minister in the Delhi
government, lodged a
police complaint about
the alleged scam.

According to a report
prepared by the An-
ti-Corruption  Bureau
(ACB) of the Delhi gov-
ernment, the complain-
ants alleged that there
was a scam worth over
Rs 2,000 crore in the
construction of class-
rooms and school build-
ings in Delhi. The work
was done at a highly in-
flated cost by the Delhi
government.

The alleged scam in-
volves the construction
of around 12,748 class-
rooms.

The ACB report said
the total expenditure
incurred for construct-
ing the classrooms and
school  buildings was
around Rs 2,892.65
crore. They were alleg-
edly constructed at the

rate of Rs 8,800 pel
square feet, whereas it
was common knowledge
that the average con-
struction cost (even for
a builder of flats) was
around Rs 1,500 per
square feet.

The total cost for con-
structing a  classroom
and school building,
according to the ten-
der awarded, was alleg-
edly around Rs 24.86
lakh per room, whereas
such rooms are easily
constructed in Delhi at
around Rs 5 lakh per
room, it said.

The prices were in-
creased almost  five
times to defraud the tax-
payer by siphoning off
money from the public
exchequer in the garb
of construction cost, the
report said.

Even for a 5-star hotel,
top ultra-luxury quality
construction is around
Rs 5,000 to Rs 5,500 per
square feet, it said.

The complainants
submitted a copy of doc-
uments in which infor-
mation received under
the RTI Act in respect
of the construction of 18
classrooms in the Govt
Girls Senior Secondary
School, Nathupura, Bu-
rari (school ID:-1207111)
revealed that they were
constructed at a cost of
Rs 12 crore, the ACB re-
port said. Agency
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Stalin govt
changes
Rupee symbol
with Tamil letter

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The symbol change
triggered a  political
slugfest, with the BJP
leaders attacking the
DMK, and the ruling
party members asking
if any rule barred such
a depiction. DMK MLA
Ezhilan Naganathan jus-
tified the move and said
there was nothing wrong
with using the mother
tongue.
Slamming the Stalin
government’s move, BJP
TN chief K Annamalai
asked the chief minister
how stupid he could be
todoit.

“The DMK Govern-
ment’s State Budget for
2025-26 replaces the
Rupee Symbol designed
by a Tamilian, which was
adopted by the whole of
Bharat and incorporated
into our Currency. Thi-
ru Udhay Kumar, who
designed the symbol, is
the son of a former DMK
MLA. How stupid can
you become, Thiru @
mkstalin?” he said in a
social media post.

Tle also shared the
logo of the 2024-25 TN
budget that had the
Devanagari symbol.

Res) ondmg to  An-
nama criticism,
DM}\ spokesperson
Saravanan  Annadurai
said no law “opposed
or stopped using Ru in
Tamil.” “Then why such
anger,” he asked in a
poston X,

Senior BJP leader and
former state unit chief
Tamilisai ~ Soundarara-
jan also attacked the
DMK.

“We feel very sorry for
the attitude of the Ta-
mil Nadu Chief Minister
(Stalin) and the Tamil
Nadu government,” she
told PTI Videps.” It is
“stupidity”, like Annama-
lai mentioned, she said.
She also asked why the
change was made after
so long and if they have
“hecome  Tamil now.”
“They are against na-
tional mtegmv, national
unity,” she charged.

1litting back at the
BJP, Ezhilan said: “Us-
ing the mother tongue
for all purposes is the
theme of any Union
Government principles
that they have set. So, it

ia]]mg on those lines.”

“It is very clear that we
had a Tamil transeript of
thie Budget, and for that,
Tamil ‘Ru’ for Rupee has
been used. So, we are
using the mother tongue
for official purposes,
which is mandatory
everywhere,” he told re-
porters.

BJP state vice presi-
dent Narayanan Thirup-
athy claimed that Stalin
has proved that he would
“stoop down” to any level
to hide the “failures” of
his government in the
last four years.

“It is not only laugh-
able but also childish
and immature to do this
and people would laugh
at this silly attitude. It's
time people say goodbye
to @arivalayam. It is in-
teresting to note that the
X" symbol was designed
in 2010 by a Thamizhan
and that, too, a son of
former @arivalayam
during the UPA rule in
which @arivalayam was
also a part,” Narayanan
said in a post on X.

S G Suryah, BJP state
secretary, said the Ru-
pee symbal was not de-
signed and adapted by
the BJP but by Congress
and the DMK-led UPA
regime.
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Congress Slams Yogi: Calls Out CM for
Endorsing 'Goon-Like' Police Mindset

ith Uttar

Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi
Adityanath  supporting
a Sambhal police officer
who made a controver-
sial remark on Holi, the
Congress Thursday said
it is "highly condemna-
b]e" for an elected CM to
"promote” such
side goon-like" thinking,

The party said the na-
ture of this country will
not let "divisive plans” to
succeed.

Speaking to media
after a peace meeting
in Sambhal earlier this
month, Circle Officer
Anuj Chaudhury had
said that Toli is a fes-
tival that comes once
a year, whereas Friday
prayers take place 52
times in a year. If any-
one feels uncomfortable
with the colours of 1oli,
they should stay indoors
on that day, he had said.

Adityanath last Sat-
urday supported the re-
marks, saying the official
might have spoken as
a "pehelwan", but what
the Arjun awardee said

was correct.

On the eve of Holi,
Congress' media and
publicity  department

head Pawan Khera said
Ioli is not a festival of
any one colour but of all
colours and love.

"In such a case, it is
highly condenmable for
an elected chief minister
to promote such think-
ing of a police officer

that is more like that of
a roadside goon,” Kh
said in his post in Hindi
on X.

Those who promote
communal  animosity
probably do not know
that in the last 25 years,
there have been six in-
stances of Holi and
"Jumma namaz' falling
on the same day and be-
ing celebrated peaceful-

Progressive Policies Can Pave the
Way for Safer Tobacco Alternatives
in India: PMI’s Frederic De Wilde

New Delhi

At the ET NOW Global
Business Summit 2025,
Frederic De Wilde, Pres-
ident of SSEA, CIS &
MEA Region at Philip
Morris Internation-
al (PMI), emphasized
the need for regulatory
modernization to facil-
itate the introduction
of scientifically backed,
less harmful alternatives
for India's 300 million
tobacco users, including
100 million smokers.

Addressing the sum-
mit, De Wilde highlight-
ed how advancements in
science and technology
are reshaping the to-
bacco industry, making
it imperative for regula-
tions to evolve in tandem
with innovation. He not-
ed that the biggest chal-
lenge for any industry
undergoing transforma-
tion is regulation, stress-
ing that modern policies
are crucial to driving
long-term impact.

Citing global success
stories, he pointed to
Japan, where alterna-

tive products have led
to a 50% reduction in
combustible  cigarette
consumption, and Swe-
den, which has achieved
LEurope's lowest smok-
ing rate at just 5%. This
decline, he said, corre-
lates with lower lung
cancer cases among
men, demonstrating the
positive impact of poli-
cy-driven change.
Drawing parallels with
Tndia's regulatory ad-
vancements in renew-
able energy and digital
pnymeuh, De Wilde
urged p

ment to sustainability
and farmer empower-
ment. As India remains
a key player in global to-
‘bacco production, PMI's
Good Agricultural Prac-
tices (GAP) initiative
aims to enhance pro-
ductivity while reducing

environmental impact.
Supporting farmers
through sustainable

ractices, he said, is vital
for ensuring economic
stability and minimizing
ecological footprints.

Concluding  his ad-
dres< De Vyﬂde called

extend slmllﬂr dmlt)
to tobacco control. He
emphasized that India's
structured  regulatory
framework has fueled
investment and inno-
vation aeross  various
industries, a simi-
lar approach to scientif-
ically validated tobacco
alternatives could sig-
nificantly contribute to
public health progress.
Beyond regulatory re-
forms, De Wilde under-
scored PMI's commit-

Mining activity in Goa

to resume in

next six

months Union minister

Panaji
Union minister G Kishan
Reddy on Thursday said
iron ore mining activity
in Goa, which came to a
standstill in 2018, would
resume in the next six

months.

The Coal and Mines
Minister was talking
to reporters here after
launching the country's
first-ever auction of Ex-
ploration Licences (ELs)
for 13 exploration blocks
for critical minerals.

"The Goa government
is following all the
norms laid down by the
Supreme Court with re-
gards to iron ore mining.
The mining activity will
begin full-fledged in Goa
in the next six months,"
he said.

Reddy said all issues
related to environmental
concerns, revenue gen-
eration and employment
opportunities would be
addressed during the re-
sumption of the mining
activity.

He said he had a pro-
ductive discussion on
each mineral block in
the state.

The Union minister
chaired a review meet-
ing on Thursday in Goa

i of the publl

s ALt o bkl o

toknow the status of the
auctioned mines, plans
to auction more mineral
blocks as well as non-op-
erational mining leases
in the coastal state.

The iron ore mining
activity in Goa first came
to a standstill in 2012 af-
ter the Justice M B Shah
Commission pointed out
illegalities in the sector.
The industry partially
resumed its operations
in 2014, but was shut
down again in February
2018 after the Supreme
Court quashed 88 min-
ing leases.

Talking to reporters,
Goa Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant welcomed
the Centre's push to re-
vive Goa's mining sector,
and added that it was
significant to the state's
economy.

Goa has already auc-
tioned 12 mineral blocks,
out of which nine are
expected to commence
their operations soon,
he said.

Two to three blocks
are awaiting clearances
from the Union Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change Ministry,
he said.

Agency
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industry
evnlutmn asserting that
with progressive policies,
India can drive transfor-
mation, attract invest-
ment-driven growth,
and set a global bench-
mark in tobacco regu-
lation and public health
initiatives. e empha-
sized that industries
can evolve responsibly,
economies can  grow
sustainably, and Tndia
has the potential to lead
in progressive trade and
policy developmerit.

ly, Khera said.

But such fanatic think-
ing has been seen for the
first time, he added.

"From the Mughals to
the Britishand in the last

vears, Holi has been
celebrated with great en-
thusiasm every time, but
thisisthe first time thata
Ilindu festival has come
under threat during the
government of self-pro-

]
Speaking to media
after a peace meeting
in Sambhal earlier this
month, Circle Officer
Anuj Chaudhury had
said that Holi is a
festival that comes
once a year, whereas
Friday prayers take
place 52 times in a
year. If anyone feels
uncomfortable with
the colours of Holi,
they should stay

indoors on that day,
he had said.

claimed contractors of
Hindus. What kind of
contractors of Ilindus
are these and what kind
of useless government is
this?" the Congress lead-
er said.

"Why do we have
to dance in front of
mosques during our fes-
tivals? This ridiculous
thinking has no place in
Hindu culture," he said.

"Today, foolish gov-
ernment  officials  are
warning Muslims not to

step out of their homes
on Ioli, tomorrow these
foolish officials will warn
Hindus nat to step out
of their homes on Eid!
What kind of joke is this
country being made of?"
Khera said.

The nature of this
country will not let their
divisive plans succeed,
he added.

"In the thousands of
years of history of this
country’s  civilization
and culture, many rulers
have come and gone, but
the civilization and cul-
ture of this country re-
mained intact, because
the nature of this coun-
try is so strong," he said.

"All of you should play
Ioli with full enthusi-
asm and do not let any
force be used- be it on
women, Hindus, Mus-
lims or anyone else," he
said. "Wishing you all a
very 1appy I1oli," Khera
added.

Holi this year will be
celebrated on a Friday.

Sambhal  had  wit-
nessed comm vio-
lence in November last
year.

Indus Appstore & Xiaomi Partner
to Redefine India’s App Ecosystem

Chandigarh
Indus Appstore, India’s
homegrown  Android
app marketplace, has
announced a multi-year
partnership with Xiaomi
India, a global technol-
ogy leader, to enhance
India’s digital ecosystem.
This strategic alliance
reflects both companies’
commitment to foster-
ing a localized and inclu-
sive digital infrastruc-
ture lmlored for Indian
consumers,

As part of the collab-
oration, Indus Appstore
will be integrated into
all new Xiaomi smart-
phones in India, replac-
ing GetApps on existing
devices. This move aims
to improve accessibilif
streamline app discov-
ery, and enhance user
experience through &
more localized app mar-

ketplace.
Driving  Innovation
and  AccessibilityPriva

M Narasimhan, Chief
Business Officer of In-
dus Appstore, highlight-
ed the significance of
the partnership, stating,
“Our  partnership with

Xiaomi India marks a
significant milestone to-
wards our goal of build-
ing a horizontal app
store for Indian mobile
users and developers.
By combining Xiaomi
India’s reach with our
localized app discovery
platform, we're creating
opportunities for devel-
opers while delivering
a seamless, culturally
relevant experience to
users. This partnership
is just the beginning of
our vision ta transform
how India discovers
and experiencei mobile

Sud.lun Mathur, Chief
Operating  Officer of
Xiaomi  India, em-
phasized the growing
need for a localized
app marketplace, say-
ing, “As Tndia’s digital
ecosystem  continues
to grow, the deman
for a loeally driven app
marketplace has nev-
er been more eritical.
At Xiaomi India, we
have always champi-
oned ‘Make for India®
innovations, and this
partnership with Indus

Himachal Growth Surges to 6.7%, Per
Capita Income Up 9.6%: Eco Survey

Shimla
Himachal Pradesh's
growth rate improved
to 6.7 per cent in 2024-
25 as per the advance
estimates while the per
capita income increased
by 9.6 per cent in the
current fiseal, according
to the Economic Survey
presented by Chief Min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu in the Vidhan
Sabha on Thursday.

The Gross State Do-
mestic Product at con-
stant prices (2011-12) for
2024-25 was estimat-
ed at Rs 1,46,553 crore
against Rs 1,37.320
crore in 2023-24, re-
flecting a growth rate of
6.7 per cent.

The per capita in-
come of the state also
increased by 9.6 per
cent from Rs 2,34,782 in
2023-24 to Rs 257,212
in 2024-25 while the
COMPOUT Annual
Growth of per capita
income from 2011-12
to 2024-25 was 8.6 per
cenl.

The contribution of
the tertiary sector tfo
Gross Value Addition
(GVA) was 45.3 per cent.
followed by the second-
ary sector 39.5 per cent
and the primary sector

The Gross State
Domestic Product
at constant prices
(2011-12) for 2024-25
was estimated at Rs
1,46,553 crore against
Rs 1,37,320 crore in
2023-24, reflecting a
growth rate of 6.7 per
cent

15.2 per cent.

The Gross State Value
Added (GSVA) from the
primary sector at con-
stant prices is expected
to be Rs 16,625 crore
in 2024-25 against Rs
16,116 crore in 2023-24,
registering a growth rate
of 3.2 per cent.

The GSVA of the sec-
ondary sector is estimat-
ed at Rs 65134 crore
in 2024-25 against Rs
60,238 crore in 2023-24,
registering & growth rate
of 8.1 percent.

The Agriculture and
Allied Sectors reflected a
sustained growth of the
primary sector over the
years and its contribu-
tion to GSVA at current
prices increased by 53
per cent from Rs 20,838
crore in 2020-21 to Rs
31,879 crore in 2024-25.
There has been a
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marked improvement in
GSVA of crops at current
prices from Rs 12,341
crore in 2020-21 to Rs
21,012 crore in 2024-25,
an increase of 78 per
cent.

As per advance esti-
mates, agriculture and
allied sectnr GSVA is
estimated to increase
by 3.07 per cent at con-
stant prices in 2024-
25 against a negative
growth rate of 2.63 per
cent in 2023-24. The
industrial sector is ex-
pected to grow at a rate
of 8.1 per cent in 2024-
25, compared to 6.5 per
cent at the national lev-

el.

The growth of indus-
trial sector is expected
to be of 8.1 per cent in
2024-25, compared to
6.5 per cent at the na-
tional level and total
GVA of industry sector,
including Mining and
Quarrying for 2024-25
has been estimated at
Rs 86,605 crore at cur-
rent prices (40 percent)
of which the contribu-
tion of manufacturing
sector was 26.19 per-
cent, construction 7.68
percent and electricity
and water supply 5.66
per cent.
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Appstore is a strategic
step in that direction.
By integrating Indus
Appstore with our eco-
system, we aim to offer
users a seamless and
enriched app discovery
experience while also
supporting Indian de-
velopers in renchmg a
wider audience.

Building a Self-Reli-
ant Digital Infrastruc-
tureThis collaboration
is expected to strength-
en India's self-reliant
digital  infrastructure
by integrating a fea-
ture-rich, consumer-first
app marketplace. By pri-
oritizing local needs and
fostering innovation, In-
dus Appstore and Xiaomi

India seek to empower
millions of users and de-
velopers, contributing to
the broader vision of a
digitally inclusive nation.

The partnership rep-
resents a significant step
in reshaping Indi
mobile app lnndscape,
promising an enriched,
aceessible, and innova-
tive digital -experience
for users across the
country.

Congress leaders
call for micro-
management
strengthening
organisation at

grassroots

New Delhi
Top Congress leaders
from Punjab on Thurs-
day stressed the need to
strengthen the party or-
ganisation at the grass-
roots level and a mi-
cro-management  plan
toexpose the state's AAP
government.

Bhupesh Baghel, the
Congress general secre-
tary in-charge of party
affairs in Punjab, said
there was an exodus
in AAP in the state and
added its boat was about
tosink.

“There is an exodus
in AAP and the boat is
about to sink. When it
will sink, I don't know,"
Baghel told reporters af-
ter the meeting.

A meeting of the par-
ty's Punjab political af-
fairs committee was held
at the new AICC head-
quarters where several
leaders, including Con-
gress Legislature Party
leader Pratap Bajwa and
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee chief Amarinder
Singh Raja  Warring
spoke freely.

"We discussed ways to
strengthen the organi-
sation at the grassroots
level, according to the
AICC's directions. The
Congress is very strong
in Punjab but there is
need for micro-manage-
ment. We gave a mes-
sage of making the par-
ty strong and everyone
spoke freely," Baghel
saidl.

In the next meeting,
the state unit will pre-
pare its agenda against
the Punjab government
that will be taken to the
booth level, he added.

He further said there
would be a training
programme for par-
ty leaders and booth
committees would be
formed.

"We will be fighting

for issues related to
farmers,  youngsters,
women, Dalits, and

drugs-related matters,”
he said.

"We will prepare an
agends on Punjab’s is-
sues and against the
government. We will
g0 up to the booth lev-
el and prepare a proper
agenda... Booth-level
committees will also
be formed and hold a
training programme for
our workers," he added.

Agency

Mamata ‘hypocrite’ tries to
appease both Hindus and
Muslims for votes Adhir

Kolkata

Congress leader Adhir

Chowdhury on Thurs-
day launched a seathing
attack on West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, calling her a

“hypoerite” who tries to
“appease” both Hindus

and Muslims for votes.

Chowdhury also
mocked the CM, claim-
ing that she was “enjoy-
ing” the war of words be-
‘tween the BJP and TMC
over Leader of Opposi-
tion Suvendu Adhikari's
controversial  remarks
on Muslim MLAs,

"There is no discussion
on the future of the state
or education, finance
and health (in the as-
sembly). Instead, one is
saying that Muslims will
not be allowed to enter,
while another is saying
that he will thrash the
other... and the CM is
enjoving this," Chowd-
hury told reporters here.

His comments come
in the wake of Leader
of Opposition Suven-
du  Adhikari's recent
remarks that Muslim
MILAs from the TMC
would be "thrown out”
of the assembly if the
BJP came to power.
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In response, tTwo Mus»
lim legislators of the
TMC, one of them a
minister, had slammed
Adhikari,  demanding
that he take back his
words or face protests.

Threatening to take
legal action against
Adhikari, junior minis-
ter blddlqul]dh Chowd-
hury said Muslims have
been living with ITindus
and other communities
for years, and that the
country belongs to all.
"Have you seen Mam-
ata Banerjee asking an-
yone to stop? This divi-
sive politics is having an
impact on a liberal party
like the Congress,"” Adhir
Chowdhury said.
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In meeting on pollution Delhi CM Gupta Two held for British woman's
outlines plans for clean green city

New Delhi
n a bid to free Delhi
af pollution, Chief
Minister Rekha Gup-
ta on Thursday out-
lined plans for a clean,
green and healthy city.

Gupta chaired a meeting
to discuss steps to make
‘the national capital clean-
erand pollution-free that
was attended by Environ-
ment Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa and senior of-
ficials from the environ-
ment and the public works
departments, Delhi Police,
Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management, Delhi
Development Authority,
and civie bodies.

During the meeting, the
chief minister directed the
departments and the agen-
cies to accelerate pollu-
tion-control efforts.

"We are dedicated to
creating a clean, green and
healthy capital with the
support of Delhi's resi-
dents," Gupta said in a
post in Hindi on X.

According to a state-

ment, the chief minister
announced that sprinklers
and smog guns would be
deployed throughout the
vear -- except during the
monsoon -- to combat
dust pollution.

She also directed in-
creasing the number of
enforcement teams at Del-
hi's borders to monitar
vehicle emission

"Vehicles coming from
outside Delhi contribute

Fire at popular biryani
chain outlet in Connaught
Place leaves 6 injured

New Delhi

An LPG evlinder leakage in
the kitchen of a popular
biryani chain ignited a fire
Thursday afternoon, leav-
ing three staff and as many
customers injured, a Delhi
Tire Services (DFS) official
here said.

The fire started from the
kitchen of the Bikkgane
Biryani at Connaught Place
here around 11:30 am and
six fire tenders were rushed
to the scene to control the
hlaze.

Restantant stafl Mahindra
(25) sustained 81 per cent
burn injuries, while Piyush
(31) and Deepak (39) have
suffered 70 per cent burns,
‘the DFS official said.

The three staff were work-
ing in the kitchen of the
restaurant at the time of the
incident.

The fire official said that
three customers - Md Alam
(21), Sairuddhin (28) and
Janak (26) — were sitting
closetothe kitchen and suf-
fered upto 30 per cent burns.

The official added that the
injured have been taken to
RML Hospital for treatment.

The official said they re-
ceived an alert about the fire
around 11:55 am and dis-
patched six fire tenders. The
fire broke outin the kitchen,
which is located on the rear
sideof the restaurant, due to

an LPG evlinder leakage, he
said.

Restaurant staff and cus-
tomers were evacuated as
firefighters worked to con-
tain the flames. Police also
reached the spot.

Authorities are assessing
whether safety protocols
were followed at the restan-
rant, which has nultiple out-
letsin the conntry including
Delhi, and if there was neg-
ligence on part of any staff, a
senior police official said.

A shopkeeper said he
heard anoise between 11:30
amand 12 pm. "The cries of
the workers caughtin the fire
alerted the police in the area
who came rushing following
which the injured were sent
to the hospital," he added.

Ram Sakal Yadav (55), a
tea seller who has a stall
nearby, said the fire broke
out around 12 pm and he
saw the victims being taken
out by the rescue team. "I
heard noises and saw four
people, who were severely
burnt, being rescued,” he
said.

Rakesh, working in an-
other eatery located nest to
the restaurant, said they be-
came aware of the incident
due to police inspection at
their place. "The police came
to our place aswell to inspect
if the fire did any damage
here too,” he said.

Murder illicit affairs in
Delhi suicide victim's past

New Delhi
A history of erime and il-
licit affairs streaked the
Delhi triple suicide, which
seemed at first a desperate
coda to alife of hardships.

Hailing from Bihar, Poo-
ja, 42, was found dead with
her two daughters at her
home in southeast Dethi'
Molarband on Wednesday.
Remnants of froth stuck
around their mouths, and
their bodies decomposing.

Preliminary investiga-
tion by police has now re-
vealed an eventful past of
the oldest of the three vie-
tims.

According to police, Poo-
ja was once married to
Santosh, with whom she
had adaughter and a son —
Anjali, Vishal Singh. San-
tosh left her about 22-25
years ago. After his aban-
donment, she started living:
with one Rishipal Sharma
in Pul Prahladpur area.

Soon, Pooja started see-
ing another man, Akil, who
hailed from Rampurin Ut-
tar Pradesh.

1f was this latest lover,
who she hatched a plan to

kill Rishipal with.

Pooja also roped in her
son Vishal Singh and an-
other man, Mehndi Has-
sain, in the enterprise.

On May 10, 2022, when
Rishipal was returning
home in Pul Prahladpur
from Noida, he was fired
at, police said. On May 15,
he succumbed to the gun-
shot wound.

"The motive behind
murder of Rishipal was to
grab his property and get
rid of him as Poaja was
now in relationship with
Akil," said the officer in-
vestigating the suicides.

According to police,
while Akil and Pooja came
recently out on bail, Vishal
Singh remains behind
bars.

Akil and Pooja began a
life again in southeast Del-
i, taking a house on rent,
and sharing it with Pooja's
two daughters — Shijal, 8,
adopted, and Anjali, 18.

Things, however, turmed
for worse last month, when
Akil went to his native
place and died there on
February13.

significantly to pollution.
That is why we have di-
rected the departments to
increase enforcement
teams at the border points
and install digital display
boards to raise awareness
about pollution,” the state-
ment quoted her as saying.

Emphasising the need
for regular upkeep to con~
trol dust pollution, Gupta
said, "All road-owning
agencies, including the

According to a
statement, the
chief minister an-
nounced that
sprinklers and
smog guns would
be deployed
throughout the
year - except dur-
ing the monsoon -
to combat dust
pollution.

I
‘Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, public works de-
partment and the Delhi
Development Authority,
have been instructed to
submit weekly reports on
road repair and cleanli-
ness."

The review covered the
key contributors to pollu-
tion, with the chief minis-
ter stressing that strict
monitoring and swift ac-
tion would follow any vio-
lations.

She directed the offi-
cials to present an action
plan within a week to en-
sure coordinated efforts
among the departments.

"Our government is
committed to safeguarding
the people of Delhi from
air pollution. Regular in-
spections and immediate
responses are crucial to
improving air quality,"
Gupta asserted.

She added that under
the visionary leadership
of Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the Delhi gov-
ernment had intensified
efforts to combat air pol-
Tution as part of the Viksit
Delhi Sankalp Patra (De-
veloped Delhi Resolution).
"We have started essential
preparations to ensure a
cleaner, pollution-free
capital.”

All the departments
concerned were also di-
rected to take concrete
and effective measures to
accelerate pollution-con-
trol efforts, the chief min-
ister said.

rape molestation in Delhi

New Delhi

Delhi police have arrested
two men, one of whom al-
legedly raped a British
woman at a hotel in
Mahipalpur in the national
capital after befriending
her online, and another
man whe molested her
when she tried to mise an
alarm, a police official said
on Thursday.

Following the arrests, the
police intimated the British
High Commission about
the incident, which took
place on the night of March
1.

The woman travelled to
India a month ago and
stayved in Maharashira for
some time before visiting
Goa.

She came to Delhi on
March 11 to meet Kailash,
24, whom she met on In-
stagram recently, said the
police official.

The British national had
booked a room ata hotel in
the area and had a few
drinks with the man be-
fore he allegedly raped her
and left.

When she tried to raise

an alarm with the hotel
staffers, one of them, iden-
tified as the hotel's 27-year-
old housekeeper touched
her inappropriately in the
hotel lift. the official added.

OnMarch 12, she went to
a hospital following which
the police learnt about the
incident and registered a
case under Sections 64
(rape), 75 (sexnal harass-
ment), 127(2) (wrongful
confinement) and 115(2)
(voluntarily causing hurt) of
the BNS was registered at
the Vasant Kunj North Po-
lice Station.

“We arrested the accused
within few hours of thein-

cident. Tt was easier to track
him since he had submitted
documents in the hotel
when he came to meet her
there,” said the police offi-
cial,

They accused were pro-
duced in a court and re-
manded to judicial custody.

The police said the sur-
vivor first spoke to the ac-
cused on the social media
platform a month-and-a-
half ago following which
they started to chat fre-
quently.

Kailash, a resident of east
Dethi, the police said, strug-
gled to speak the English
language and used a trans-
lation app to communicate
with her.

Police teams are now
checking the hotel's CCTV
footage to establish the se-
quence of the events lead-
ing to the alleged crime,

Aspecial team, led by an
ACP and under the super-
vision of the DCP, was
formed fo probe the case
and have seized the ac-
cused's cell phone to verify
if he contacted any other
women on social media.
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Cable thefts
hit metro train
services

i
Red Line were hiton ]'hms-
day due to theft of cables
(signalling) between See-
lampurand Welcome metro
stations on preceding mght,
the Delhi Metro Rail Corpo-
ration (DMRC) said,

The metro train services
were regulated on Red Line
i.e. Rithala to Shaheed Sthal
(New Bus Adda) since morn-
ing today. The theft of cables
disrupted the signalling sys-
tem and trains were run
with a restricted speed of
25kmph in the affected sec-
tion from Mansarovar Park
to Seelampur Metro station
sinee morning till 12:21 PM
today.

This caused a cascading
effect on the entire Red Line
resulting into delay in over-
all passenger trip from one
end 1o another end during
this period today, The sys-
tem runs with the support of
indreds of kilometre of ca-
bles running across the
viaduct/tunnel to support
the signalling, traction,
telecomnrunication, electri-
cal systems ete. for effec-
tive running of train servic-
es.

Any damage to the ca-
bles, causes unwarranted
delay in metro services as re-
placing them during rev-
enue service hours where
trains run every 3-5 minutes
is quite challenging and
risky. Despite this, the
DMRC in most such occa-
sions have attempted emer-
gency measures to ensure
that the replacement of ca-
bles is done in the fastest
possible manner to avoid
inconvenience to its pas-
sengers in the long rumn.
However, sametimes if that
doesn't materialize, the
restoration work is general-
Iy taken up in the night.after
Tevenue Services are over.

New PF office

to be opened in
Gr. Noida

oida
The Regional Provident
Fund Organisation may
open its newbranch in the
Greater Noida Authority
office building.

The organisation has
sent this proposal to the
headquarters.

The Employees Provi-
dent Fund Organisation of-
fice is operating in sector-
24. More than 15 lakh peo-
ple are associated here.
Henee, there is an addi-
tional burden of work here.
For the convenience of the
people, approval was given
to open a PF office in
Greater Noida,

Employees will be de-
ployed in the new PF office
from the headquarters it-
self. Preparations for this
have already been made.
Opening of the PF office in
Greater Noida will provide
convenience to lakhs of
people -and they will be
able to avoid long journeys
for work.

There is a burden of ex-
trawark at the PF office lo-
cated in'sector-24. In such
a situation, it sometimes
takes time to resolve the
complaints lodged by the
people. With the opening of
the office in Greater Noida,
these complaints will defi-
nitely be resolved.
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Free dialysis services to cover all Delhi
govt hospitals says health minister

New Dethi

he Delhi govern-

'ment plans to ex-

pand free dialysis

services under the
Pradhan Mantri National
Dialysis Programme to all
state-run hospitals, Heall
Minister Pankaj Singh said
on Thursday.

Speaking at an event on
Waorld Kidney Day, the min-
ister highlighted the
ernment's commitm
improving healthcare infia-
structure under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modiand the guid-
ance of Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta.

Announeing plans to ex-
pand the free dialysis servie-
es, he also said economical-
ly weaker sections would be
prioritised in Delhi govern-
ment hospitals, ensuring the
same high-quality care for
them as other patients.

Singh urged the medical
staff to treat patients with
professionalism and com-
passion, creating a more wel-
coming and supportive envi-
ronment in hospitals.

He Inidl stress on the im-

portimee of adopting @
healthy lifestyle to protect
kidney health and said, "The
kidney is an essential organ
that helps remove waste ma-
terials, regulate blood pres-
sure, suppoit red blood vell

production and maintain
bone health.”

Singh highlighted the ris-
ing prevalence of kidney dis-
eases, attribuling it to high
blood sugar. hypertension,
obesity and modern lifestyle,

AAP leader Kuldeep Kumar protests over
'unfulfilled’ free gas cylinder promise

hi
AAP lead deep Kumar
staged a protest at I[TO here
on Thursday over the BIP's
"unfulfilled” promise to pro-
vide free gas oylinders to
women in Delhi, saying no-
body gotthem even as Holi
celebrations have begun.
“The BJP had assured
free gas evlinders to women,
but today is the first day of
Holi, and they are yet to
receive them," Kumar said.
Delhi BJP president

Virendra Sachdeva
slammed AAP over the
protest and aceused it of
resorting to “politics of lies™.

“Initially, they spoke
about providing Rs 2.500,
and when the chief minister
of Delhihas allocated a sub-
stantial budget of Rs 5,100,
they shifted focus to eylin-
ders,” Sachdeva said.

He emphasised that while
the BJP acknowledges the
need for providing free
cylinders, “There's a

process, and the budget is
caming. They are only doing
politics now."

He added, “They have no
real work and enly focus
on protests, We will fulfil
everything we promised.”

AAP claimed that many
women booked their cylin-
ders, believing they would
be free, only to be asked to
pay the full amount,

"These women are now
asking~—-what happened to
the free eylinder? When will

Security beefed up in
Gurugram ahead of Holi

Gurugram

The Gurugram police have
set up 62 additional cheek-
points to maintain law and
order and traffic in the city
during Holi festivities on
Friday, officials said.

Atotal of 72 Palice ERVs
and 135 Police Riders teams
will be deployed for quick re-
sponse, they said.

Avcording to the police,
37 checkpoints have been
set up n all four policezones
-- East, West, South and
Manesar - for general duty
while 25 checkpoints have
been set up by the traffic
police in these zones.

"Strict security arrange-
ments will be made to ensure
peace in the city on Holi.
More than 100 police per-

sonnel will bedeployed at the
checkpoints to keep a check
on triple riding on two-
wheelers, driving without
helmet and drunk driving," a
Gurugram police spokesper-
son said.

Strict action will be taken
against those who will create
a ruckus on the roads, the
spokesperson said.

“All SHOs have been in-
structed to check hooligan-
ismi in their respective areas
and take strict am(m' ainst
the miscreants,” the
spokesperson said.

The Guragram Police is
also keeping a closewateh on
social media and menitoring
it round-the-clock.

“If anyone posts content
related to hate speech or in-
flammatory speech on sovial
media, the police will regis-
tera case and take strict le-
gal action,” the spokesperson
said.

Apart from this, a palice
forve has been deployed with
special guidelines in crowd-
ed areas like cinema halls,
malls, bus stands and rallway
stations, the official said.

we receive the Rs 2,500 that
was promised? Today is
Holi, a time for celebration.
Shouldn't this promise be
fulfilled now?" Kumar ques-
tioned.

He added that if the com-
mitment remains unmet,
he will raise the issue again
in Diwali. A protester, An-
jana Prasad, from Trilokpur
suid, "We were assured a
free gas cylinder, but we
had to pay Rs 800 for it on
Holi.™

urging people to prioritise
healthy habits.

Early detection and
lifestyle modifications can
significantly reduce the risk of
kidney-related illnesses. the
minister said.

People who have under-
gone kidney transplants or
donated kidneys shared their
experiencesduring theevent,
organised at the Institute of
Liver and Biliary Sciences.

The event was part of a
global campaign to educate
the public, caregivers, poli-
cymakers and the govern-
ment about the importance
of kidney health and pre-

venting kidney discase.

Institute of Liver and Bil-
iry Seiences Chancellorand
Director Professor SK Sarin
provided an overview of its
advanced facilities for diag-
nosing and treating kidney
diseases, according toa state-
ment.
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Delhi CMO gets control
of its official X handle

New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister's Of-
fice (CMO) on Thursday
said that its official X han-
dle, which "was not prop-
erly handed over" to the
incoming BJP government
by the AAP dispensation,
has now been restored.

A controversy erupted
last month as the CMO Del-
hi X handle was renamed

"KejriwalAtWork", days
after the BJP won the As-
sembly polls held on Feb-
mary 5.

“The BJP stormed to pow-
erin Delhi in the results an-
nounced on February 8,
winning 48 of the 70 As-
sembly seats. Rekha Gupta
hecame the new chicf min-
ister.

The BJP had aceused the
AAP supremo Arvind Ke-
jriwal of "hijacking” the of-
ficial CMO social media ac-
count and anded Lt
Guovernor V K Saxena’s in-
tervention.

In a poston X on Thurs-

day, the Rekha Gupta-led
Chief Minister's Office said,
"We wunt to inform the
people of Delhi that the
previous government had
not handed over the
@CMODelhi handle prop-
erly. Under the rules of X,
this handle has now come
under the control of the
Chief Minister's Office. Tt
will now share important
information of the Chief
Minister’s Office.”

Earlier, the CMO had
written to X, seeking
restoration of the official
handle to it.

The BJP had demanded
legal action against former
chief minister Kejriwal over
the renaming of the CMO.
Delhi handle to "Kejri-
walAtWork" and using it
for his personal posts.

Former chief minister
and AAP leader Atishi had
defended the move, saying
X has a clear cut policy and
legal guidelines of account
ownership.

Sanjay Gehlot extended his
wishes for a joyful Holi festival

Ajeet Kumar
Noida

Sanjay Gehlot, the Chair-
man of the Delhi Safai
Karamchari Commission,
extended his wishes for a
joyful Holi festival to all
citizens.

He emphasized that Holi
is a time to celebrate love
and unity while praying
for the removal of nega-
tivity and the blessing of
happiness and peace in
everyone's lives,

Gehlot mentioned that
all sorrows should be

butned away in the Holika
Dahan fire, bringing new
colors and excitement to
life.

He nated that Holi is
celebrated with great en-
thusiasm both in India and
abroad, symholizing the
victory of good over evil.

Gehlot  encouraged
everyone to draw inspira-
tion from this festival to al-
ways chaose the path of
truth and reject lies and
deceit.

DMRC plans security upgrades
after another cable theft incident

New Delhi

Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (DMRC) announced on
Thursday that it will imple-
ment a set of measures to
prevent cable theft inci-
dents, which have often dis-
rupted its services ncross
multiple lines.

‘This step comes after a
signalling cable was stolen
from a track this moming
between Seelampur and
Welcome Metmo stations on
the Red Line, affecting serv-
ices for at least four hours.

The DMRC stated that it
will cover cables with ce-
ment, install anti-theft
clamps, place concerting
coils and add covers over ca-
ble trays.

Additionally, the corpo-

Delhi CM Gupta celebrates Holi at shelter
home promises facility improvements

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Thursday cele-
brated Holi with children at
the state-run Asha Ki
shelter home and

government, as their
sguardian, would ensure their
proper care.

Accompanied by Social
‘Welfare Minister Ravinder
Indraj Singh, the chicf min-
ister distributed sweets and
chocolates among the chil-
dren.

"1 hiave instructed the offi-
cials to address any short-
comings and improve the
facilities,” she said.

Gupta said the shelter
home in Rohini was accom-
modating more children than
its intended capacity and
added that the social welfare
department, which operates

ity, would be direct-
ed to miake artangements to

address the issue.

“The chiefminister saicl she
Iiad asked Singh to upgrade
the park on theshelter home
prer with better equip-
ment.

“Twill personally oversee
this centre toensurethe chil-
dren receive proper care and
the government will conduct
surprise inspections in the
near future,” Gupta said and
added she planned to visit the
facility more frequently to
monitor the conditions.

"Visiting Asha Kiran and
interacting with these chil-
dren was a profoundly mov-
ingexperience. [ am happyto

see that lhev are living in a
peaceful . The

ration is exploring the use of
drones and CCTV cameras
in areas prone to theft. the
statement added.

It further stated that any
damage to the cables caus-
es an unwarranted delay in

metro servicesas replacing
them during revenue service
hours, where trains run
eviry three to five minutes,
is quite challenging and
i

Aceording to the DMRC,

Delhi youth steals
temple cash buys laptop
kitchen items held

New Delhi

gmemmmt is their guardian
and it is our duty to take
special care of their needs,”

the chief minister said

Gupta also inspected the
shelter home's kitchen and
the quality of food served to
the children, according to a
statement.

Following the chief minis-
ter's instructions, the de-
partments concerned were
directed toundertake clean-
ing, whitewashing, renova-
tion and infrastructure im-
provements at the shelter
home.

Delhi Police cop killed in road accident while on duty

A Delhi Palice
inspector died in a road ac-
cident while attending an
emengency call on Outer Ring
Road near Burari flyover ear-
ly Thursday, an official said
on Thurs

The accident occurred
when ASI Satvavir Singh
(57), posted at Burari Police
Station, was responding to &
PCR call around 1 am where

R

a truck had hit a car and a
traffic police personnel, AST

Pradeep, he said.

While Singh was inspect-
ing the spot, aspeeding mo-
toreyele hit him and the AST
got injured, the officer said.

ASI Singh was rushed to
Max Hospital in Shalimar
Bagh where he passed away
Auring treatment, the pﬂhrc
said.

The biker also got injured
after falling down and was
taken toa different hospital,
the officer said, adding that

the motoreyde was recovered
from the spot and the ac-
cused is being tracked.

ASI Pradesp is undergoing
treatment at a hospital, the
palice said,

"In the last six months,
ASI Satyavir Singh is the sec-
ondon-duty police personnel
that we have lost in road ac-
cidents dur to rash driving
igence of offending
Deputy Commis-

sioner of Police (North) Raja
Banthia said.

The body has been was
shifted to Balw Jagjivan Ram
Memorial Hospital for a post-
mortemand acase has been
registered at Wazirabad Po-
lice Station, the police said.

Sirigh, a 1989-batch offi-
cer, would have retired in
2028. He is survivied by his
wife, a son and a differently

abled daughter.

Delhi Palice has arrested a
man for allegedly stealing
cash from & temple and us-
ing the money to buy a sec-
ond-hand laptop and
kitchen items, an official
said on Thursday.

The palice said the ac-
cused, Varun (20), had
committed a burglary at
Shree Ram Mandir Trust in
Sultanpuri by breaking the
donation box and stealing
cash.

A complaint was lodged
on March 4 in this regard.

Police analysed CCTV
footage and activated their
informants, following
which the accused was
nabbed from the Raj Park
area on Wednesday.

"During intermgation, he
confessed to the burglary
and revealed that he had
spent the stolen money on
asecond-hand laptop of Rs
10,000, & juicer-mixer-
grinder of Rs 2,800 and
steel utensils worth Rs
7,000," said Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Outer)
Sachin Sharma.

The items have been re-

covered along with Rs
3,990 in cash, the officer
ded.

He further said thal the
probe has also linked him
to another temple theft in
the Raj Park area, where he
had stolen brass utensils
and sold them.

Follaw us at - @@EasternRailway |
O Beastemralwayhesdquartar

since June 2024, 80 cases of
cable thefts have been re-
ported from various corri-
dors of the Metro network.

‘These thefts include 35
cases of traction cables,
instances of signalling ca-
bles and 22 cases of electri-
cal cables.
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Tander Notice No, EL/HWHIZ5/21
Date :

Eastern Rallway. DRM Building,
Noar Raiiway Station, Howrah-
711101 invites cpen a-Tanders for
the under mantianad electrical
workis: SL.No. (1) : Tender No: EL-
HWH-25.21.3300-R: Name of
Work: Instaflation of Pump-matar
=al in connecion with the werk for
"Provision of deep Tube Wrill 260
i x 150 mm) Kamnars, Kheliz
Chamardighi. Karlana Gram.
Amarun inoluding Chiodnation Plant
with standby boring 3t KAN and SKG
station Urider AENBWN',; Tender
Value (Rs.): 24.88.991.00, Bld
Security (Earnest Money (Rs.):
49,800.00; Completion Periox
120 Days; SL. No. (2) : Tender No:
EL-HWH-25-21.3428; Name of
Work: Improvement of oufsice area
Wumination ar Howrah station okd
complex. new complex and new
DRM building's surounding ares;
Tender Value (Rs\)i 30,82 836.00,
Bid Securlty (Earnest Money
(Rs.): 61300,00; Completion
Poriod : 180 Days; Closing Date
and Tima: 0404 2025 at 15:00 hrs.
in case the date of closing
mentioned in the notice nviting
tondor is deciared a holiday! bandh/
sirike on any acoount, the date of
wlos(ng tender onfine will not be
changed as the appication i the
webista of IREPS does not parmit
submizsion of any offer after ciosing
date and time of the tender

However, opening of tenders
online will be on any convenient
day after closing date and. time
of the tender. The defalls: of tendsr,
sre available at websile

www.iraps.gov.in. Tenderers ars
requested 1o submil iheir offer oniine
ontheaboveweabsile,

(HWH S7R2n3e.25)

tha fotlowing

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Dreliiona) Ralway Manager (Workal N C. Riway, S| for mad befall of
Projiciont of Indi invitos. sealod "Opan Tondie! throbgh on Line [E-Tendorng} lof

E-Tenduc No.: JHS ENGGN 202534 |

Approx Cast : 1405980 10

Dencriglion of work - Supiyng e

| ek ) s DO (Exet ) G

et TG wle T @ vy 0%
(Eret) e St

| DERNIHS urescton for e pacoa of 02 yeare

Earnest Money = 2310000

|muun{umq Tendar 09,04 2025 51 16,00 hrs

7 24 e

e rops. govin

« Tandar on (g san bo submitied up to 16:00 firs on 09,04.2025
» For ful] dotals and mebmigssn of b wbsitn

Floasa san tho Inian Radway
473(25 (AS)

7] Morth central raitway

wwwencrindianrailways gov.in [%
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CM Saini accuses Congress of telling lies
running away when confronted with truth

Chandigarh

Chief
Minister Nayab
Singh Saini on
Thursday tore
into the opposition Con-
gress, claiming it only tells
ties and runs away when

confronted with truth.
Replying to a debate on
the motion of thanks to the
governor’s address in the
Assembly, Saini sajd the
opposition during the dis-
cussions repeatedly ac-
cused the state government
of doing nothing to show as
its achievements, as he
gave a detailed account of
the several initiatives taken
by the BJP regime in the

state.

The Cangress members
staged a walkout within a
few minutes after Saini
started his speech.

Taking on the ergtwhile
Bhupinder Singh Hooda-
led Congress regime in
Haryana, isaid, "Crit-
icism and comparison, if
they have to be done,
should also include the
phase when they (Con-
gress) were in power.”

The Congress was in
power in H na for 10
years, and it should speak
about its achievements
then, Saini said.

"“Tumahre paon ki
neeche koyee zameen nahi
hai, kamaal toh ye hai ki
phir bhi tumbe yakeen nahi
hai' (You have lost public
support yet you refuse to
believe it),” Saini said, tar-
geting the Congress.

Since he took charge as

the chief minister one year
ago, Harvana witnessed
three elections — Lok Sab-
ha, Vidhan Sabha and the
recently-held municipal
polls, Saini said.

There is a long list of
achievements for the BJP
to show, Saini said, claim-
ing that ever since he took
oath as the chief minister,
he worked delicately to
serve the people of
Haryana, as he spelt out the
various initiatives of his
government.

The BJP government
gave 26,000 jobs, Saini
said, prompting Bhupin-
der Hooda to ask for how
long these jobs were held
back.

On Congress members
staging a walkout soon af-
ter the chief minister began
his speech, Hooda later
told reporters that Saini
was not replying to the gov-
ernor's address, but talking
only about his govern-
ment’s achievements.

After the Congress mem-

bers left the House, Saini
stepped up the attack on
the grand old party on var-
ious fronts.

The chief minister said
due to the wrong policies of
the Congress, the people of
Haryana rejected the party
which scored a zero in the
recent civie polls swept by
the BJP.

"When the Congress was
in power (in Haryana), it
promised to give 100
square yard plots to the
poor. But it only remained
an announcement, and it
was our government which
fulfilled it." Saini said.

“The Congress only tells
Ties and makes false prom-
ises to people, and when
confronted with truth, they
simply run away,” the chief
minister alleged.

“They don't even listen.
The situation will be such
that they will not even be in
the opposition-after 2029,"
Saini said, adding that
when the opposition mem-
bers spoke during the dis-

Punjab Budget Session from March 21

Komal Ramola

handigarh
The Punjab inet, un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, has given its ap-
proval for summoning the
eighth session (Budget
Session) of the 16th Pun-
jab Vidhan Subha. The
session is scheduled to
take place from March 21
to March 28.

Adecision to thiseffect
was taken during a Cabi-
net meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann at his official
residence. Aceording tou
spokesperson from the
Chief Minister's Office,
the Cabinet has recom-
mended the proposal to
Governor Gulab Chand
Kataria, who halds the an-
thority to officially sum-
mon the State Legislature
as per Article 174(1) of
the Constitution of India,

Asper the schedule, the
Governor's address will
bedelivered on March 25
followed by a discussion
on the address. Subse-
quently, the Finance Min-
ister will present the
state’s budget for the fi-
nancial year 2025-26 on
March 26. A generadl dis-
cussion on the budget will
tike place thereafter, al-
lowing members to delib-
erate on financial alloca-
tions and government
policies for the upcoming
year.

In another significant
decision, the Cabinet has
approved the exemption
of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
signed between the Edu-
cation Department and
British Council Education
India Private Limited
(BCEIPL) from Section
63(1) of The Punjab
Transparency in Public
Procurement Act, 2019.
This exemption will be
placed before the upcom-
ing session of the Legisla-
tive Assembly to ensure
the continuity of the "Eng-
lish for Work" course for
the next two financial
years, 2025-26 and 2026-
27, in accordance with the
terms and conditions of
the MoU.

The "English for Work"
initiative aims to enhance

gl
e ——
In another significant
decision, the Cabinet
has approved the ex-
emption of the Mem-
orandum of
Understanding (MoU)
signed between the
Education Depart-
ment and British
Council Education
India Private Limited
(BCEIPL) from Section
63(1) of The Punjab
Transparency in Pub-
lic Procurement Act,
2019.

English communication
skills among students,
thereby improving their
employability prospects,
The program benefits ap-
proximately 5,000 stu-
dents from various gov-
ernment colleges across
the state each year. The
exemption granted by the
Cabinet will facilitate the
seamless implementation
of the program, ensuring
that students can contin-
ue to avail themselves of
this erucial skill-building
opportunity without ad-
ministrative hurdles.

In a move to provide
technical education to stu-
dents and enhance their
emplovability, the Punjab
Cabingt has also approved
the establishment of 40
Hunar Sikhiya Schools
(Schools  of Applied
Learning) across the state.
This initiative is aimed at
opening new employment
avenues for the youth by
equipping them with in-
dustry-relevant skills.

The government has

W s

earmarked nearly Rs 32
crore for the implementa-
tion of this initiative, The
schools will offer train-
ing in various trades, in-
cluding Banking, Finan-
cial Services and Insur-
ance, Digital Design and
Development, Beauty and
Wellness, and Healtheare
Sciences and Services. Ad-
ditionally, three founda-
tional courses will be in-
troduced as part of the
curriculum, These include
Functional English, Ca-
reer Foundations (cover-
ing professionalism, CV
creation, soft skills, and
professional  develop-
ment), and Technology in
Everyday Life (focusing
on writing emails, creat-
ing work plans, ind using
digital tools effectively).

By launching these skill
development initiatives,
the Punjab government
aims to bridge the gap he-
tween education and em-
ployment, equipping stu-
dents with the necessary
tools to secure better job
opportunities. The estab-
lishment of these schools
is expected to play a piv-
otal ole in addressing un-
employment and ensur-
ing that students receive
practical, hands-on train-
g to thrive in various
professional fields.

With these approvals,
the Punjab government
has reaffirmed its com-
mitment to fostering edu-
cation, skill development,
and economic growth in

cussions on the gu\\-nmr s
address, no one interrupt-
ed. but now when “we con-
front them with facts, they
don't want to listen”.

The chiel minister also

alleged that the Congress
came to power in Himachal
Pradesh, Telangana and
Karnataka by making false
promises to the people.

Punjab Transport Gets Discounted
Diesel, Rs 18 Crore Savings

The Punjab Transport de-
partment

Chandigarh i d rate.State trans-

port minister Laljit Singh

on Thursday Bhullar said wnth this \’Lun
with fum of U

signed an

Indian Oil Corporation un-
der which the state-owned
undertaking buses would
get diesel at an enhanced

(MoU), the state govern-
ment would save Rs g crore
per annum.

The MoU was formally

exchanged between Rajiv
Kumar Gupta, Director
State Transport-cum-Man-
aging Director of state-
dwned Punbus  and
Ashutosh Gupta, Executive
Direm\r and State Head of

Station To

@ KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS!

For the convenience of rail passengers during HOLI FESTIVAL SEASON-2025, Railways are operating several
Special Trains in addition to regular trains. The date wise lists of Special Trains from Delhi area stations is as under:-

AINS RUNNING ON 14.03.2025 (FRIDAY) FROM DELH! AREA TERMINALS

-.
SPECIAL TRAINS-2025

Maradabad, Barellly. Lucknow, Gonda, Basti. Gorakhpur Jn.. Narkatiagan]. Rexaul.
. : Darbhany ;
LS Dati dh ] arahanga 1630 | gairgania, Sitamarhi & Janakpur Road Stations
—— — - . 16140 | Ghaziabad. Kanpur Gentrel, Prayegral Jn., Mirzapur, PL Dieen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn. Buxar,
Ara & Danapur Stations
05058 Delhi Jn. 14:00|  Goraknpurdn. 06:25 Ghaziabad, Mn_moanan_ Bareilly, Sitapur Jn,, Burhwal Jn., Gonda Jn,, Bast &
Khalilabad Stations
0 Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., PL. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.,; Bhabua Road, Sssaram,
Lo Dethldn. | 08:65 Gaya dn. 00:30 | Benri On Sone & Anugrah Narayan Road Stations
04146 Delhi Jn. 03:30 Subedargan) 19:40 | Aligarh Jn., Tundla Jn., Etawah, Govindpurl & Fatehpur Statlons
04022 New Dsihi 14:00 | Gorakhpur Jn 05:00 L Bareilly, I Lucknow Gonda Jn. & Basti Stations
New Deihi 08:30 PatraJn 20.g | Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Daen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Binar &
02436 | ande Bharat Spl) (Vands Bharat Spl) Ara Staticns.
TN r—— i = Gavindpur, Prayagraj Jn. PL. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya dn., Buxar, Ara. Patna Jn.,
oiere i | i 1959 | Batyarpur Jn. & Biter Sharit Jn. Stations
Bareilly, pur, Lucknow, ly, Maa Betha Devi DHam
4016 Anand Vihar (T) | 00:30 Sitamarhi 02:00 | Pratapganj Jn., Varanasi dn., Aunrihar, Ghazipur City, Ballia. Suraimanpur, Chhapra, Sonpur,
Hajipur Jn. & Muzaffarpurdn, Stations
03256 Anand Vitar (T) | 23:30 Patna Jn. 1@:35 | Govindpuri, Prayagrej Jn,, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara & Danapur Stations
Bareilly, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Basti, Garakhpur Jn.
o y K«ptarvwam Jn.. Bagaha, Narkatiagan| Jn, Raxaul Jn., Bairagnia Sitamarhi, Janakpur Road,
05578 Anand Vihar (T) | 05:15 harsa J 10:30 Jn. Sak dn, Nirmili, Saraygarhy Supsul &
‘Garh Baruar Stations
8 | Govindipun, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Upadhyaya Jn.. Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra,
Anand Vit Muzat
05204 nand Vitar (T) | 0@:20| Muzatfarpur Jo. | 05:00 Sonpur Jn, & Hajipur Jn, Stalions
X .| Agra Ganitt, Virangana Lakshmibai (Jhanshi), Bina Jri., Rani Kamiapati (Bhopal), Nagour,
07708 | Hazrat Nizamucddin | 03:15 Charlapall) 09:30 Simisr yal, R lam & Kazipet Jr. Stns.
. | Mathura Jn., Bharatpur Jn., Bayana Jn., Hindaun City, Gangapur Gity &
02982 | Hazrat Nizamuddin | 06:00 Sogaria 1310 | ouvai Madhopur Siatians.
Bahadurgarh, Asthal Bohar, Jhajjar, Rewari Jn., Kund, Ateli, Namaul, Nizampur, Dabla, Maonda
09726 Shakurbasti 15:50| DaharKa Balajl | 22:50 | Nim Ka Thana, Kanwat, Shi Madhopur. Ringas Jn., Govindgarh Malikpur, Chomun Samod &
Nindhar Banar Statiohs
P A RAINS R N 15.03.2025 (SATURDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS
04024 Dethi Jn, 19:30|  Varanasi Jn 08:45 | Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Lucknow, Raebarel Jn. & Maa Belha Devi Dham Pratapgarh Jn. St
Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central. Prayagraj Jn., Mirzapur, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.. Buar,
04062 Delhi 2355 Painadn. 1640 | ps Danapor atons o dn; Wirzapu i e
y o | Govindpun, Prayagraj Jn., PL Deen Dayal Upachyaya Jn,, Bhabua Road, Sagaram,
0508 Delfii dn oeies|  Gayadn, 20:30 | nan On Sone & Anugrah Narayan Road Stations
Delhi Cantt, Gurgaon, Rewari Jn., Alwar, Bandikul Jn., Gandhinagar Jaipur, Jaipur Jn.,
09004 Delfii Jn, 13:05| Mumbai Central | 13,30 | Kishangarn, Ajmer Jn., Beawar, Marwar Jn.. Faina, Pindwara, Abu Road, Palanpur Jn.,
Mahesana Jn., Sabarmati BG, Vadodara Jn., Udhna Jn., Valsad, Vapl & Borivali Stations
e | St Mata Vaishno | . | Soriipal, Panipat, Kamal, Kurkshetra Jn., Ambala Cantt. Dhandari Kalan, Jalandhar Cantt
Qg0 NewDelhi | 2345) ™ Vpoiwara | "7 | pamankot Cantl, Jammu Tawi & Martyr Captain Tushar Mahejan Stations
02436 New Delhi 08:30 PatniaJn, 20:10 | Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn, PL. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Buxar &
(Vande Bharat Spl) {Vande Bhasat Spl.) Ara Stations.
02394 New Delhi 13:20| RajendraNagar | 07:45 Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar. Ara. Danapur &
Patna Jn. Stations
Moradabad, Barellly. Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jn.; Gonda Jn.. Gorakhpur Jn., Kaptanganj Jn.,
Anand Vi 2 Muzaff 3
04030 har (T) | 09:00| Muzatfarpur Jn. | 06:00 n, Sagauliin, & Motiian St
Moradabad. Shahjahanpur, Hardai, Lucknaw Jn., Gonda Jn., Basti, Gorakhpur Jn.. Bagaha,
05284 Anand Vihar (T) | 07:00| Muzatfarpur Jn. | 04:50 | Hasi nagar, Narkatiagan] Jn., Betliah, Sagauli Jn., Bapudham Motiharl, Pipra. Chakia, Mehsi &
Maotipur Stations
Etawah, Kanpur Central, Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Barabanki Jn.. Gonda Jn., Mankapur Jn.
05306 Anand Vihar (T) | 0020 Chhapra 22:50 | Babhnan, Bast, Khalllabad, Gorakhpur, Kaptangan; Jn., Padrauna, Tamkuhi Rosd,
Thawe Jn. & Siwan Jn. Stations
! e | Matfiura Jn., Sawal Machopur, Bhawani Mand), Fatiam Jn., Vadodara Jn., Udhna Jn., Valsad,
Oldg2 | HesratNEamudain | 2240 Funadn. 2355 | vapi, Paighar, Vasal Road, Bhiwandi Road. Kalyan Jn, & Lonavala Stafions
Bahadurgarh, Asthal Bohar. Jhajjar. Rewarl Jn.. Kund, Atafi, Narnaul, Nizampur, Dabla, Maonda,
09726 Shakurbasti 1550 | OaharKaBalaji | 22:50 | Nim Ka Thana, Kamwat, Shn Madhopur, Ringas Jn., Govindgarh Malikpur. Chomun Samod &
Nindhar Benar Statiors
SPECIAL TR RU G ON 16.03.2025 (SUNDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS
= z Ghaziabad, Moradabad. Bareilly, Lucknow Jn., Raa Bareli dn., Maa Beiha Devi Dham Pratapgarh,
04020 | AnandVihar (T) | 19:30|  Baraunidn. | 18:00 | viranac Aumrinar Jn, Ghazipur City, Balia, Suraimanpur, Chiapra & Hajipur Jn. Stations
F— — J— — E:;a:-ad:a:a. ;fﬁ:m Dr:‘"al Prayagra| Jn., Mirzapur, P1. Dean Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar,
Govindpur, PrayagrajJn., PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara. Danapur, Patna Jn.,
04068 Anand Vihar (T) 14:00 Bhagalpur 13:30 | Bakhtiyarpur Jn, Mokama, Hathidah Jn., Luckeesara) Jn.. KiulJn.. Abhalpur, Jamalpur Jn. &
Suftangan] Stations
2436 New Delhi o830 Patna.Jn 2010 | Gheziabad, Allgar, Kanpur Central, Prayagrej Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jr, Bucar &
(Vande Bharat Spl.) . (Vande Bharat Spl.) Ara Stations.
A Bareilly, - Sitapur Jn., Gunda dn., Bash Gorakhpur Jn.,
05578 Anand Vihar (T} | 05:15 Saharsa Jn. 10:30 Jn., Bagaha, i Jni., Raxaul Jn., Bal i, lanakpur Road,
Jn., Sakst Jn., Nirmali, Saraygavh Supaul & Garh Baruarl
" Govindpun, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patliputra,
A
05220 nand Vihar (T} | 08:00| Muzaffarpur Jn, | 00:45 Sonpurahn. & Halipur Jn. Stations
02082 | Hazrat Nizamucidin | 08:00 Sogaria 13:10 | Mathura Jn,, Bharatpur Jn., Bayana Jn., Hindaun City, Gangapur City & Sawai Madhopur Stn.
Bahadurgarh, Asthal Bohar, Jhajjar, Rewarl Jn., Kund, Ateli. Namaul, Nizampur, Dabla,
09728 Shakurbasii 15:50 | DaharKaBalal | 22:50 | Maonda, Nim Ka Thana, Kanwat, Shri Madhopur, Ringas Jn., Govindgarh Malikpur,
Chomun Samod & Nindhar Benar Stations
§ o | GOVindpuri. Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road. Sasaram,
i Bty Lo S o0 Dehri On Sone & Anugrah Narayan Road Statinns
Aligarh Jn., Tundla Jn., Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn.. Pt.deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara,
§ Danapur, Patliputra, Hajipur Jn., Basauni ., Begusaral, Khagaria Jn., Naugachia, Katibar Jr.,
02626 | AnandVihar(T) | 17:20| Kamakhyadn. | 0340 | guresn, igshangan], New Jaipaiurl, New Caach Behar, Tufsnaar, Golakean] Jn.,
Gauripur, Bilasipara, Abhayapul Asam & Goalpara Town Stations
Kanpur Contral, Prayagraj Jn., Pt.deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Buxar, Ara, Patna Jr.,
. .ag | Paine Saheb, Fatuha, Knusropur, Bakhtiyarpur Jn., Barh, Mokama, Hathidah Jn., Barhiya,
Lo Defti Jn. 1908 MeldaTown: | 47:00 | |y eecaral dh, Kl n,, Kajra. Abhalpur, Dharhiars, Jemainu Jr., Bariarpus, Sultanganl,
Bhagalpur, Kahalgaon, Sahibgan| Jn. Batharwa Jn., New Farakka Jn.
02982 Hazrat Nizamuddin | 06:00 Sogaria 13:10 | Miathura Jn., Bharatpur Jn., Bayana Ji., Hindaun City, Gangapur City & Sawai Madhopur Stn.
i y . Ghaziabad, Aligarh Jn.. Tundla Jn., Etawah Jn., Govindpur, Fatehpur, Prayagraj Jn.,
i ey (T): | 1805 ety RO Shankargarh, Manikpur Jn., Satna. Malhar & Katni Stations
v 4= | Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara. Danapur &
02394 New Delhi 13:20| RajendraNagar | 07:45 Patna Jn Stafore

the state. The uj

Budget Session will pro-
vide a platform for further
discussions on these and
other crucial palicies
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OPINION

By Khalid Alvi

spring celebration of

harvest and fertility.
While most associate
the festival with Hindu
ethos, but even a cur-
sory glance through the
pages of history reveals
otherwise. One does not
have to go too far back
in history to see how
many varied celebra-
tions have been associ-
ated with the festival of
Holi. There are many
more which resemble
the festival in shape and
spirit. It has traversed
borders and has taken
many forms across the
\vorld In some parts of
Balochistan and Sindh,
a Holi-like ritual is pop-
ularly performed before
the marriage ceremony
and the groom is com-
pletely drenched in wet
colours.

Kashan Rosewater fes-
tival, which is celebrat-
ed in the an city
in Iran, is very similar
to the Indian festival of
Holi. The only difference
is that instead of colours,
rose atter is used. Its
celebrated in the month
of June to celebrate the
blooming of the fragrant
pink Mohammadi Rose.

In India, Holi is the

Puurs is a small town
with a population of
sixteen thousand only.
This quaint town cel-
ebrates Holi in Indian
style. The young people
of Puurs come together
to celebrate as autumn
approaches. In the In-
dian spirit, the people
of Puurs also celebrate
Holi as the victory of
good over evil and douse
each other with brilliant
colour powders, just like
in India. They beliave
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Holi Around The World

that rainbow colours
erase social, racial, and
religious differences.

La Tomatina, a unique
tomato  Holi is cele-
brated in the Valencian
town of Bunol, in East
of Spain. People sprin-
Kle mashed tomatoes
and tomato juice on
each other on the last
Wednesday of every Au-
gust. La Tomatina has a
very interesting history.
It was started acciden-
tally in August 1045 on
the occasion of the gi-
ant and big head parade
when a participant fell
off and spectators start-
ed throwing vegetables
picked from a vegetable
stall nearby. The year
after this incident, some
youug men pre-arranged
the tomato fight at the
same time and even
brought their

z 3
celebrations. People
splashing and pouring
water on each other is
an established part of
the ritual. Ci ly,

It was enjoyed so much
by all that this eventual-
1y became an annual tra-
dition, The festival how-
ever has had its share of
ups and downs as in the
early 1950s the “Tomato
Holi’ was banned by the
Spanish dictator Fran-
cisco Franco due to the
lack of any religious im-
portance attached to the
festival. The participants
however refused to give
up, kept celebrating and
were periodically arrest-
ed. After several protests
the festival was allowed
to be celebrated but in
some years, was again

. As a mark of
pro'rest a tomato burial
was organized, where-
in the citizens carried
a coffin with a huge to-
mato inside. This march
was accompanied by a
music band playing fu-
neral tunes. The protest
was successful, and the
La Tomgtina was finally
launched as an official
festival.

Another similar event
is the Water Festival,
which is a jamboree that
takes place in Southeast
Asian nations such as
Myanmar,  Cambodia,
Laos and Thailand as
a part of the New Year

people sprinkle water
gently on each other but
many young people end
up dousing strangers
and passers-by bashfully
with water, reminiscent
of the playfulness of In-
dian Holi.

Interestingly, Holi has
become an integral part
of Urs, which is held
annually on the death
anniversary of spiritual
saimts  like  Khwaja
Ajmeri and Nizamuddin
Aulia at their shrines.
On these oceasions, it
takes the name of Rang.
Nizamuddin Aulia start-
ed celebrating Holi at his
monastery in the spirit
of umiversal brother-
hood. The seminal poet
Khusrau has also crafted
verses on the occasion.

These famous lines are
just one among many
examples:

Aqj rang haimaa ri aqj
rang hai,

Morey kinvaja ke ghar
aaj rang hai, Mohey
peer paye Niamuddin
aulia (1t's the day of col-
our today, mother it's
the day of colour today,

My beloved I have found

This tradition of cele-
brating Holi eventually
became an integral part
of the Sufi culture. Even
in Karachi, Pakistan, it
is celebrated with great
enthusiasm. It is often
said that the Muslims of
Karachi are more enthu-
siastic about the colour
splashing festival than
their Hindu brethren. In
India, there is a long his-
tory of Muslims enjoying
and participating Holi
which has been docu-
mented through the var-
ious forms of art.

In the Mughal era,
since the festival fell
close on the heels of the
festival of Navroz, over
time, the two festivals
became closely linked in
the minds of the people.
Feroze Tughlaq, who is
well known and regard-
ed for his role in the
preservation of the two
and a half million years
old Ashoka Pillars, was
very fond of Holi cele-
brations. It is well-doc-
umented that most
Mughal kings participat-
ed in the Indian festivals
with great enthusiasm
and gusto. Holi and Di-
wali remained official
festivals at the Red Fort
till the period of last king
Bahadur Shah Zafar.

Historian  Zakaullah

writes that Babur was
so wonderstruck when
he saw people splashing
around and celebrating
in a pool of colonred wa-
ter and followed suit by
filling a pool with his fa-
vourite liquid - wine. Ak-
bar and Bahadur Shah
ar were famol

y
fond of Holi. Abul Fazal

writes in Ain-e-

Akbari  that
used to collect b

e

Shah Jahan, a Holi fair
was organized near Ra-
jghat, which included
pantomimes in which
Jesters would imitate
the king and princes and
nobody took offerice. Ba-
hadur Shah Zafar went
as far as making Holi
the official festival of the
Red Fort and patronized
a new genre of Urdn Po-
etry called “Hori,” which
was sung on the day of
Holi.

His poetry collection
titled Deewan-e-Za-
far contains a sepa-
rate section called Ba-
zban-e-Bhaka (in Hindi)
which includ,
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poems on Holi too. 'ﬂze
Mughal prince Suleman
Shukoh migrated to Luc-
know and presided over
his personal court there.
He was so fond of Holi
that he would play Kan-
hayya. Insha, famous
for writing Rani Ketki ki
Kahani wrote also about
Suleman Shukoh's love
for the festival in verse
form.

Qayam, an eighi-
eenthi-century poet, has
5 1 described the

e}
~N |

squirts and syringes of
different sizes ﬂlrough-
out the year in anticipa-
tion of the festival. 'l'lus
was one of the rare occa-
sions when Akbar woul
come out from his fort
and play Holi even with
‘the commoners.

Tuzk-e-Jahangiri
mentions that Jahang-
ir was so excited about
Holi that he played en-
thusiastically and organ-
ized musical gatherings.
Jahangir  was  well-
versed with stories of
Narsimha, Prahlad and
Hiranyakashyapa which
are all associated with
the spring festival.

Shajahan would watch
Holi  celebrations
from the jharokha of
Red Fort. He also gave
it the name Eid-e-Gu-
labi (the festival of col-
our), Jashni-e-Aab-Pashi
(the festival of spraying
water). In the period of

playfulness of Holi cele-
brations in India. Qayam
is considered to be such
an accomplished poet
that Ghahb had also 1c-
knowledged him as his
ustad. In his long poem
“‘Chandpur ki Holi,” Qay-
am paints a scene of an
inebriated Maulvi who
has forgotten his way to
the mosque. This is the
state of people on Holi.
People from all spheres
of life, whether pious or
drunkards, celebrate to-
gether. This assimilation
and collective joy are
truly the essence of the
festival. The most inter-
esting fact about Holi is
that it's still celebrated
as ‘Rang’ at every shrine
on the occasion of Urs.
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THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

THE LAST ACHIEVEMENT

Our last achievement
should be an everlasting
achievement. There are
tons of things that we want
to achieve, there are tons
of things that we want to
retrieve, there are tons
of things that we want to
archive, there are tons
of things that we want to
verbalize, there are tons
of things that we want
to summarize, but what
ns that ultimate that you

(Knalicl Alvi is an
Urdu poet , Critlc arid
Literary Historian)

By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

Holi is & vibrant and col-
ourful festival that sym-
bolises love, unity and
togetherness. It is a time
to set aside our differ-
ences and embrace har-
mony, forgiveness and
happiness. It is a colourful
way to express gratitude
for the end of winter and
marks the arrival of spring.
It is about celebrating the
victory of good over evil
and remembering Hindu
legends. Let us also keep
in mind the importance
of respecting our envi-
ronment and celebrat-
ing in a sustainable and
eco-friendly way. Wishing
you a wonderful Holil

‘Don’'t mind, it's Holi”

his vibrant festival,

known as the festi-

val of colours, has
people joyfully throwing
colou powder au
water on each other. In
Braj, especially in the
Mathura-Vrindavan  re-
gion of Uttar Pradesl,
the celebration of Holi is
deeply connected to the
childhood of Krishna
and the stories of Radha
and Krishna, with vi-
brant celebrations last-
ing for several days. In
Anandpur Sahib in Pun-
jab, the day after Holi
is filled with festivities,
including mock battles
by a group of the Sikh
community and archery
and SWO! ip
competitions. As one of
the most enthusiastic
and joyous Hindu fes-
tivals, Holi brings to-
gether people from all
regions in India. Like
many Indian festivals,
Holi has religious
significance. The most
famous story associated
with this celebration is
the story of Holika, the
sister of Hiranyakashy-
ap.

According to ancient
texts, Hiranyakashyap
was a demon who was
an opponent of Lord
Vishnu, vet his son
Prahlad was a devoted
devotee of Lord Vishnu.
To kill his son, Hiran-

yakashyap wnspued
with Holika, who had a
boon that allowed her
to escape fire. How-
ever, the result was
lhe opposne of Hiran-

marked the beginning
of the Holi festival. In
mythology, Lord Kr-
ishna is often depicted
with dark complexion,
while his friend Radha
is. described as hav-
ing a fair complexion.
This difference caused
Krishna to be a little
jealous of Radha and
he would often express
his concerns to his
mother Yashoda. One
day Yashoda suggested
that Krishna should put
the color that he liked
on Radha's face. So,
on the day of Holi, Kr-
ishna made Radha wear
the color of her choice.
Sinee then the festival
of Holi is a vibrant cel-
ebration in Krishna's
1 Mathura

Whau Hohka went into
the fire with Prahlad,
she burned to death
while Prahlad escaped
unhurt. This incident

and Braj.

Holi is celebrated all
over India, but it holds
special significance

"Bura Na

in the North, where it
symbolizes the victory
of good over evil and
the divine nature of
love, which promotes
brotherhood and har-
mony. The spirit of
Mano" fills
hearts as friends recon-
cile, clearing misunder-
standings. Tt is a time
of collective forgive-
ness, where people em-
brace love and forget
past grievances. In the
days leading up to Holi,
people gather wood for
bonfires, store grains,
coconut and chickpeas
to put in the celebratory
fire and practice danc-
es. Effigies of Holika
are made and delicious
seasonal dishes such
as gujiya, mathri and
malpua are prepared
before Holika is burned
on Chhoti Holi, the

night before the main

celebration. Howev-

er, "Chhoti" and "Badi”
Holi celebrations are
celebrated  differently
across the country. Due
to the vastness of India,
each region has its own
distinct customs and
traditions. For exam-
ple, regions that claim
to be the birthplace
of Lord Vishou may
celebrate for over two
weeks, while in other
areas, women hit men's
makeshift shields with
sticks and, in some
places, pots of butter-
milk are hung high over
the streets for a fun
challenge.

During Holi, men
and boys form human
pyramids to reach a

them by sprinkling wa-
ter from buckets. Many
participants wear old
clothes, spread abir on
the streets and joyful-
ly sing "Bura na mano,
Holi hai" or "Naraj mat
ho, Holi hai". Holi is
a celebration that re-
flects the spirit of unity
and jov. Although the
festival is meant for
fun, it should remain
respectful and free
from indecency. Nowa-
days, some youths are
hiding the true essence
of Holi by behaving in-
appropriately. The use
of chemical colors and
balloons has  dimin-
ished the beauty of the
festival and unfortu-
nately drinking alcohol
has become a common
practice during this
time. Holi is a holy oc-
casion that invites s
to celebrate happiness,
so let's make sure it
doesn't diminish any-
one's happiness.

Celebrate Holi in a
safe way that appeals
to those around you.
Make your celebration
full of vibrant and nat-
ural colours.

About the Author

pot of ilk and
the one who reaches
the top of it gets the
title of "King of Holi".
Meanwhile, ‘wornen
and girls try to distract

{Dr: Satyawan Saurabh,
Rasaarch Scholar in
Political Sclenca, Dathi
University)

ly want to gain,
what is that ultimate that
you ultimately want to
lose, what is that ultimate
that you ultimately want
little, what is that ultimate
that you ultimately want
huge. Remember ! not
everything you want mat-
ters and not everything
that matters you would
want, not everything that
will bring best in you, you
bring and not
that will slowly drown you
away, vou siitk. The qual-
ity of your life defined by
tons of actions that you
never regret tuking, the
thousands of people vou
never regret meeting,
the set of superlative

er  unloved

leaders you never re- eve and
gret greeting. The g what you leave
quality of your e\ shouldnt come
life is defined /! ‘ ® ' by chance, but
by vour loved > T byyour choice..
ones who nev-

THE WISDOM TREE-BY SUVEEN KUMAR

you, your best friends who
never abandoned you, the
worst enemies who never
forsaken you, old parents
who never cursed you, the
most bosses who never
forgotten you, competi- |
tive competitors who nev-
er underrated you, your |
inspirations who naver‘
overrated you, your soul-
mates who never cheated
you, your crazy fans who
never hated you, yvmr1

teachers who were never
ashamed of you, your fol-
lowers who never douht—‘
ed you, your dreams that
never haunted and most|
importantly your God
who never left your side.

Your last achievement
must get the best award.
Your last achievement is
not what you achieve in
the end of your life but the
achievement after which
you don’t even long for
this life. Your last achieve-
ment is your first subimis-|
sion of your next life and ‘
the first resignation of |

this life.
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India announces USD 1 billion fund for
creators economy ahead of WAVES summit

New Delhi

he Centre on

Thursday an-

nounced a USD 1

billion fund to give
a boost to the emerging
creators’ economy in the
country and reached out
to envoys from over 100
countries seeking their par-
tieipation in the first World
Audio Visual and Enter-
tainment Summit
(WAVES) to be held in
Mumbai.

External Affairs Minister
8 Jaishavkar, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnawand Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis host-
ed the envoys here and
sought their presence at
the Roundtable of top me-
dia CEOs to be chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the WAVES
summit.

India is positioning
WAVES to be held from
May 1 to 4 as the first con-
vergence platform for the

media and entertainment
sector on the lines of the
World Economic Forum at
Davos, a gathering of in-
ternational leaders from
governance and business.

Fadn said Mumbai,
the entertainment capital of
Tndia, was the perfect per-
manent venue for the

Cong highlights recommendations
of Parliament panel calling
for legal guarantee for MSP

New Delhi
‘The Congress on Thursday
highlighted a pardiamentary
standing committee's rec-
om dati of o legal

agement to avoid stubble
burning” Ramesh pointed

out.
The panel has also ree-
led universal crop

guarantee for MSPand loan
waivers for farmers.
Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communica-
fions Jairam Ramesh said
that the Parliament ‘Gl.xn ding.

insurance for small firm-
ers and renaming the De-
partment of Agriculture and
Tarmers Welfare as Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Farm-
ers and Farm Labourers

Committee of

Waelfare to acknowledge the

Animal Hushandry and
Food Processing under the
chairmanship of Charaniit
Channi has released its De-
mand for Grants report for
2025-2026.

"It has made some key
recommendations — Reit-
eration of its earlier recom-
mendations an legal guar-
antee for MSP and a loan
waivers for farmers; exten-
sion of MSP to arganic crops;
financial assistance to farm-
ers for crop residue man-

mle of farm lahourers, he
siid.

‘The panel has also reiter-
ated its earlier recommen-
dationof incentives for farm-
ers and. farm labourers to
care for non-prodyctive cat-
tle, Ramesh said.

It has called for increasing
the procurement limit under
the Market Intervention
Scheme from the current 25
per cent to50 per cent of the
total estimated production,
the Congress leader said.

'WAVES summit like Davos
is for the World Economic
Forum and Cannes is for
the eponymouns film festi-
val.

"Theworld is already wit-
nessing ecconomic and po-
litical rebalancing, This is
now moving to its technol-
ogy and its eultural facets

as well. Real globalisation is
not about asingle narrative
or one truth; it is about
capturing the enormous di-
versity of our people on
our planet,” Jaishankar
said, Vaishnaw announced
that a USD 1 billion fund
will be created for the cre-
ators' economy.

“This fund will be dedi-
cated to ensuring that the
energetic creators, who are
using the latest wchm)ln-
gies, will be able to ac
capital, hone their skills,
upgrade their production
levels, and reach the glob-
al markets," Vaishnaw saic.

The minister also an-
nounced that the first In-
dian Institute of Creative
Technology will come up in
Mumbai and the govern-
ment of Maharashtra has
already allotted land in
Film City at Goregaon.

Information and Broad-
casting Secretary Sanjay
Jaju sald Jaishankar and

Vaishnaw will host the

Global Media Dialogue and
the Thought Leaders Track
will feature plenary ses-
sions and panel discussions
by industry leaders.

The WAVES Bazaar will
be the marketplace offering
acontent showease along-
side buyer-seller meets to
foster business opportuni-
ties:

Jaju said the Creatos-
phere at the WAVES will be
a platform for young cre-
ators to connect, learn and
collaborate through mas-
terclasses, workshops and
networking sessions.

Vaishnaw said the 'Cre-
ate in India Challenge', a
precursor to the WAVES,

received over 25 lakh
submissions and more than
80,000 creators moved to
the next level of the chal-
lenge.

Of the 80,000 entries,
1,000 participants will fea-
ture in the finals of the var-
ious challenges that will be
held during the WAVES
summiit, the minister said.

The vision behind this
initiative was to bring to-
gether the creative world
and modern technological
usage to create unigue con-
tent, he said.

Vaishnaw also highlight-
ed that over 100 countries
are participating in itand it
is a confluence of tech, me-
dia and entertainment.

Karnataka govt mulls raising retirement
age for doctors in super-speciality hospitals

Bengaluru

The Karnataka government
is actively considering in-
creasing the retirement age
ofdoctors serving in super-
speciality hospitals under
the medical education: de-
partment, from the current
60 years to 65.

During an interaction
with doetors at Jayadeva
Institute of Cardiovaseular
Sciences and Research on

Thursday, Medical Educa-
tion and Skill Development
Minister Sharan Prakash
Patil assured medical pro-
fessionals that the govern-

ment is keen on extending
the retirement age to retain
experienced doctors in su-
per-speciality hospitals.
The move comes in re-
sponse to concerns raised by
senior doctors at Jayadeva,
who pointed out that after

A

spending nearly
medical education and train-
ing, they only get to serve
around 20-25 years before
reunng at 60.

"We have been deliberat-
ing on this issue for some
time. To ensure better
healthcare services and
make the most of our expe-
rienced doctors, 1 will soon

India, Bangladesh conduct naval exercise in
Bay of Bengal to enhance interoperability

New Delhi
India and Bangladesh con-
ducted a naval exercise and
coordinated patrol in the
Bay of Bengal this week
that provided an opportu-
nity for both the navies to
develop closer links in tac-
tical planning, coordina-
tion and information shar-
ing for undertaking seam-
less maritime operations,
Bongosagar 2025 saw
the participation of INS
Ranvir from the Indian
Navy and BNS Abu
Ubaidah  from the
Bangladesh Navy, officials
here said on Thursday.
“The enhanced synergy
of naval operations be-
tween the two navies is the
testament to the shared
commitment of counter-
ing global security chal-

lenges towards security and
stability in the region pro-
moting the Security And
Growth for All in the Re-
gion (SAGAR) initiative of
India" a spokesperson of
the Indian Navy said.

The exercise provided
an opportunity for both the

navies to develop closer
links in tactical planning,
dination and informa-

thereby improving the abil-
ity to undertake coordi-
nated operations and re-
swiftly and effec-
‘dill\l «‘mcrgim,

ise enhanced
erability between
the twonavies, facilitating
coll#borative responses to
shared maritime security
challenges.

The exercise involved a
range of complex opera-
tions encompassing sur-
face firing, tactical ma-
noeuvres; underway re-

ish t, visit-board-

tion sharing for undertak-
ing seamless maritime op-
erations, he said.

It has “strengthened co-

search-seizure  (VBSS)
cross boarding. communi-
cation drills, quiz for oper-
ations team and junior of-

ordination and confid,
between the two navies,

ficers on professional top-
ics and a steam past.

diseuss the matter with
Chief Minister Siddarama-
iah and propose raising the
retirement age for doctorsin
super-speciality hospitals,”
Patil said in' a statement is-
sued by his office.

In addition, Patil an-
nounced a significant bene-
fit for doctors working in the
medical education depart-

ment—an insarance facility.

"Currently, these doctors
are not covered under any
government  insurance
schemne, but the state is plan-
ning to implement Jeevana
Sanjivini, a scheme already
available under the Health
and Family Welfare De-
partment,” he said,

To further strengthen
medical infrastructure, the
minister declared that the
government would allocate
additional fundsto Jayade-
¢ Hospital to introduce ro-
botic surgery facilities.

“To stay ahead in medical
innovation and technology,
we are committed to equip-
ping Jayadeva with the lat-
est machines and infra-
structure. If Jayadeva can-
not have the best, no other
hospital in India can,” he
said.

Centre seeks coordination

with states to
check illegal migration

Underlining
needs to be done to curb
illegal recruitment, the
Centre has sought close
coordination with all
states to tackle the men-
ace of illegal migration.

"Only by acting togeth-
er and in a unified man-
ner, will we be able to
tackle the menace of ille-
gal migration,” Minister
of State for External Af-
fairs Kirti Vardhan Singh
said at the Recruiting
Agents’ Conclave, attend-
ed by representatives of
various central ministiies
and state government
Tepresentatives,

Mr Singh-said the gov-
ernment is committed to
ensuring that Indians go-
ing abroad are highly
skilled through continu-
ouns skilling, re-skilling,
and up-skilling efforts.
"The Government of India
has been making con-
certed efforts to promote
skill-based, safe and Tegal
migration and mobility,”
he said.

Emphasising the im-
portant role that Reeruit-
ing Agents play in the em-
igration process, he ob-
served that they play a
crueial role in promoting
safe and legal mobility.
“However, much needs to
be done to curb illegal re-
cruitment taking place on
the grounds.”

Mr Singh said it is in-
cumbent upon the re-
cruiting agents to dis-

TMC MLA's threat to Suvendu Party to
decide on action after examining ‘all details’

Kolkata

The Trinamoaol Congress on
Thursday said that the par-
tywould examine video dips
and other details before de-
ciding on taking action
against its MLA Humayun
Kabir for threatening Leader
of the Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari to show the might
of the party’s Mushim legis-
lators.

The ruling party of West
Bengal also said that it de-
plores the “hateful com-
ment” of the BJP leader.

Adhikari had on Tuesday
claimed that if the BJP
comes topower in West Ben-
gal in next year's polls, TMC's
Muslim MLAs will be
thrown out of the state as-
semibly,

In response, Kabir gave
Adhikari 72 hours to take
back his words or face the
might of the Mustim MLAs,

1f he talks about throwing
out TMC MLAs, we will not
treat him with rasgulla, Tt
was hewhostarted this spat
and not us,” the Bhagaban-
pur MLA said.

TMC Chief Whip Nimmal
Ghosh said the party is ex-
amining the video footage
where Kabir allegedly made
such comments and "take
appropriate action after col-
lecting all details."

“The party does net en-
dorse any comment which is
inappropriate and violates
parlinmentary decorums,
The legislative party will take
a call on the issue on May

17," Ghesh said on Thursday.

Hesaid TMC deplored the
"toxic, divisive and hateful”
comments by Adhikari
against a particular com-
munity and passed aresolu-
tion in the West Bengal as-
sembly.

“We will not spare our
MLAs if they are found to
have made objectionable
comments in public,” the
senior TMC leader said.

Apart from Kabir, jumor
minister Siddigullah Chowd-
hury had threatened legal
action against Adhikari for
the comment.

“Such a comment has nev-
er heen thought about, dis-
cussed and uttered in Bengal
in the past. This isa direct af-
fromt to the values of plural-
ism and secularism,” said
Chowdhary, also the Presi-
dent of Jamiat Ulema-e-
Hind's state unit.

BJD ruckus over Polavaram forces adjournments in Odisha assembly

Bhubaneswar
The Odisha Assembly was
adjiourned multiple times
en Thursday due to a din
created by the opposition
BJD over the controversial
Polavaram Dam project in

neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh.
Congress MLAs boycatted

the proceetlings of the House
for the second consecutive
day, demanding withdrawal
of the suspension order on
senior member Taraprasad
Bahinipati,

Anall-party meeting con-
vened by Speaker Surama
Padhy to end the Congress
boyeott also failed to yield
any result, Bahinipati was
suspended on Tuesday for
seven days for “misconduct

und unruly behaviour’

As soon as the House as-
sembled for Question Hour,
the BJ D members rushed to
the well and staged a protest
after their notice for a dis-
cussion onthe Polavaram is-
sue was rejected by the
Speaker.

They shouted anti-BJP
slogans and accused the saf-
fron party of sacrificing the
interest of Odisha for the
sike of NDA government's
paolitical gains in Andhra
Pradesh.

Keeping in view the noisy
scene in the House, the

Speaker first adjourned the
proceeding for about an hour
il 11.30 am and later four
times till 4 PM.

When his party members
wete shouting in the Wellof
the Hor BID's deputy
leader Prasanna Acharya
claimed that Odisha would
be severely affected after
completion of the Polavaram
project.

"The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment's unilateral and
forceful construction of
Palavaram project has be-
come intolerable for Oclisha.
We demand adiscussion on
the matter," Acharva said.

The BJD'snotice for a dis-
cussion on the project was
rejected on the ground that
the House cannot debate on

a matter which is sub-ju-
ice.

Senior BJD MLA Arun
Kumar Sahoo said that the
Polavarm project's design
was changed during the
NDA government though it
was sanctioned during the
UPA regime.

“If the matter is subju-
dice, how did the BIP-led
central government sanc-
tion Rs 16,000 crore to
Polavaram project in two
phases? If the matter is sub-
Jjudice, how did the AP goy-
ernment undertake its con-
struction?... Should wewait
silently till the dam project
inundates Odisha's villages
becanse the matter is sub-ju-
dice?" Suhoo said.

BJP member

Irasish

Acharya justified the As-
sembly rejecting the notice.
"The Rutles of the Business
of Odisha Legislative As-
sembly clearly says that the
matter under sub-ju
not be discussed in the
House,” he said,
Meanwhile, the Speaker
during the day held an all-
party meeting after Con-
gress Legislature Party (CLF)
leader Rama  Chandra
Kadam requested her to re-
voke the suspension order
on Bahinip
“The all-party meeting
failed to vield any result as
the Speaker has put a con-
dition that Bahinipati will
have to tender an apology for
his behaviour. We have re-
Jjected it and argued that he

has not misbehaved to the

Chair. Rather, Bahinipati

was hackled, manhandled

and verballyabused by BIP

MLAs including the Parlia-
Aff;

was humiliated and he will
say sorry?” Kadaim fold re-
porters.

Kadam claimed that the
Congress MLA was made a
vietim for raising the issue of
rising crimes against women
in the Assembly.

‘We demand formation
of a House Committee 1o
nquiry into the 54 gang rape
cases during the 8 months of
BJP rule and a Bill for the
protection amd safety of
women and girls in Odisha,”
he said.

seminate safe, legal, and
ethical mades of migra-
tion und not tofind an op-
portunity in someone’s
adversarial  circum-
stances. “We do not want
our nationals to pursue
fake job offers being ped-
dled by unregistered
agents. This brings a bad
name to the good jobs
which the registered re-
cruiting agents are doing
and undermines the
goodwill which you have
generated over the years,”
he added and appealed
to them to come forward
and report to the govern-
ment any instance of ille-
gal recruitment that
comes to their knowledge.

The minister said In-
dia’s passport issuance
has almost doubled. This
is primarily because India
views and approaches the
world today as a global
workplace. "Facilitating
those who travel abroad,
either for employment or
studies, and Jooking after
their welfare at all times,
especially during difficult
situations, has become an
important objective of our
foreign poticy,” he added.

While the government
recognises the invaluable
contributions mude by In-
dian migrant workers to
India’s economy and
global reputation, it re-
mains cognizant of the
challenges and vulnera-
bilities that they face in
foreign lands, the minis-
ter said,

Why Manipur not
on itinerary:
Congress on Amit
Shah's Assam
Mizoram visit

New Delhi
With Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma an-
nouncing that Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
would make a three-day
visit to his state and Mizo-
ram, the Congress on
Thursday asked why
nipnr was not on the itin-
erary.Sarma said the Union
lmme minister would ar-
rive in Jorhat late on Friday
for a three-day visit to As-

sam and Mizoram.
Shartly after arfiving in
Jorhat, the home minister
will travel to Dergaon in
Golaghat district, where he
will spend the night at the
Lachit Barphukan Police
ademy, Sarma said while

briefing reporters.
Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh
said, "The Assam chief
minister has just an-
nounced that the Union
‘home ministerwill be mak-
inga three-day visit to As-
sam and Mizoram. begin-
ning Mareh 14. But why is
Manipur not on his itiner-

The Congress has been
attacking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as well for
not visiting Manipur, be-
sides slamming the Centre
for its handling of the situ-
ation in the ethnic strife-
torn northeastern state.

The party had on Tues-
day taken a swipe at Modi
over his Mauritins trip,
saying it was “frequent-
flyer fime" even as the peo-
ple of Manipur continued
1o wait for his visit,




BJP sweeps
local body polls
in Mizoram's
Chakma council
Aizawl
The BJP, which is in
power in the Chakma
Autonomous District
Council in south Mizo-
ram's Lawngtlai distriet,
on Thursday swept the
village council (VC) polls,
securing a majority in 64
out of 88 VCs,
According to the fi-
nal results announced
by the state election
commission, Mizoram's
ruling party, the Zo-
ram Peoples Movement
(7PM), second,
winning a nlajonty in
12 VCs, while the Mizo
Nnﬁon:ﬂ Front (MNF)
bagged eight VCs.

e Congress, how-
ever, failed to secure a
majority in any of the 88
VCs.

There was no clear
majority in two VCs, and
two others were won by
independent candidates,
the SEC said.

Out of the 64 VCs
where the BJP regis-
tered victory, it won
nine of those uncontest-
ed, the commission said.

Polling for the village
councils in the CADC
was held on Wednesday,
registering a voter turn-
outd of 86.97 per cent, it

According to the state
election commission,
there are 516 seats, of
which 88 are reserved
for women.

The BJP won 366
seats, the ZPM 81, MNF
45 and the Congress two,
Twenty-two  independ-
ent candidates were also
declared
SEC said.

The state BJP, in a
statement, thanked the
people and said it will
take steps for develop-
ment of the region,

elected, the

Sambhal

officer Anuj
Chaudhary's
father demands
security for son

hal Circle Officer Anuj
Chaudhary has demand-
ed security for his son,
who recently stoked a
controversy with his
comment on Muslims.

The officer's father,
Chaudhary Brijpal Sin-
gh, has appealed to Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
to extend security to
his son.

Sambhal  Superin-
tendent of Police Kris-
han Kumar Bishnoi
downplayed his con-
cern.

Addressing reporters
on Thursday, Bishnoi
said the police were
fully equipped to en-
sure-security for every-
one, including officers
Ilke Anuj Chaudhary.

Our duty is to pro-

tect all citizens. Par-
ents  should  feel
assured that their

children in the police
force are serving so-
ciety with dedieation,"
he said.

"If our own parents
become anxious, it
does not reflect well
on the morale of the
police force. I want to
assure all parents that
there is no threat to
anyone's security. We
provide protection to
the public, and our
own force remains
well-guarded,”  Bish-
noi said.

Chaudhary earlier
courted controversy
with his remark that
‘there are 52 Fridays in
a year but only one Holi,
as he advised Muslims
to not venture out on
the day if they wanted
no colour be thrown at
‘them.

‘The comment sparked
a political storm, with
opposition ies ac-
c{x’sﬁng the l:):u-'-ldm inistra-
tion of "insensitivity and
bias" against Muslims,
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CM Dhami celebrates Holi milan with folk
artists, showcases rich cultural hentage

Pawan Lalchand
Dehradun

e Chief Minis-
ter's residence
in Uttarakhand

transformed into a vi-
brant cultural hub as
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami hosted a
grand Holi Milan cele-
bration with folk artists
from across the state.
The event, a confluence
of tradition, music, and
dance, showcased the
rich cultural heritage
of Uttarakhand and
brought together artists
from Garhwal, Kumaon,
and Jaunsar, each rep-
resenting the unique es-
sence of their respective
regions.

The celebration,
held on Thursday, was
marked by an electrify-
ing display of folk mu-
sic and dance, filling
the air with the festive
spirit of Holi. Tradi-
tional instruments like
the dhol, manjira, and
thali resonated through
the open courtyard,
creating a mesmerizing
atmosphere. Folk art-
ists, clad in traditional
attire, added vibrancy
to the festivities with
their soulful perfor-
mances, embodying the
Jjovous spirit of the fes-
tival of colors.

Among the most cap-
tivating performances
of the evening was the
enthralling  presenta-
tion by the eultural
troupe from the Rath
region of Pauri dis-
trict. The Rath Region
Art Committee, led by
Prem Singh Negi, en-
chanted the audience
with their folk Holi
songs that have long
been cherished in Ut-
tarakhand’s  musical
tradition. Their melo-

dious rendition of “Aai
Dandyu Basant, Dali
Ma Maulyar” eloquent-
ly captured the essence
of spring’s arrival, im-
mersing the listeners in
a wave of nostalgia and
festivity. The heartfelt
performance resonat-
ed deeply with the au-
dience, earning wide-
spread admiration and
applause.

Equally  enthralling
was the performance
by folk artists from Al-
mora, whose spirited
rendition of “Aao Dag-
adiyo, Nacha Gawa, Aa
Gayi Rangili Holi” cap-
tivated the spectators,
Their dynamic move-
ments and rhythmic
precision brought to
life the essence of Ioli,
weaving an enchanting
narrative of joy and to-
getherness. As the night
progressed, multiple
folk groups took to the
stage, each adding their
unique  contribution
to the kaleidoscope of
performances that cel-
ebrated Ulttarakhand’s
cultural richness,

The traditional Harul
dance by Jaunsari art-
ists infused the event
with grace and enthu-
siasm, while the women
of Lohaghat rendered
melodious Holi songs,
their voices harmoniz-
ing beautifully with the
beats of folk inst
ments, Their distinctive
rhythmie style added
depth to the celebra-
tions, leaving a lasting
impression on the au-
dience. Further elevat-
ing the energy of the
evening was the per-
formance by the Tharu
tribe, along with the re-
nowned Chholiya dance
from Almora, which
electrified the atmos-

CM Adityanath urges people
to celebrate Holi in harmony
avoid forcing colours

___ Gorakhpur (UP)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday appealed to
people to celebrate Holi
in harmony by following
the centuries-old tradi-
tions of Sanatan Dharma.

Speaking at the Bhakt
Prahlad Shobha Yatra
organised by the ITolika
Dahan Utsav Samiti here
at Pandeyhata, the chief
minister also said Holika
Dahan should symbolise
the burning away of ego
and negative tendencies,

Aditanath's remarks as-
sume significance in view
of the controversies over
Holi celebrations and Fri-
day prayers coinciding on
Friday.

Muslims of Sambhal
in UP have decided to
hold Jumma namaz (Fri-
day prayers) at 2.30 pm
because of Holi. The city
has been tense after riots
broke out on November
24 last year following a
survey of the Shahi Jama
Masjid. Four people were
killed and several includ-
ing police personnel were
injured in the clashes.

Adityanath emphasised
that festivals bring great-
er joy when celebrated
with mutual respect and
urged people not to forci-

bly apply colours on oth-
ers, especially those who
are unwell.

"People should cele-
brate Holi in harmony,
following ~ the  centu-
ries-old traditions of Sa-
natan Dharma. Festivals
bring greater joy when
celebra ith m
respect," he said.

Highlighting the suc-
cess of the recently con-
cluded Prayagraj Maha
Kumbh, Adityanath said
the event showcased
the strength of Sanatan
Dharma to the world.

"Maha Kumbh has be-
come the grand festival of
discipline in religion. Over
66 crore devotees gathered
at the Sangam over 45
days, demonstrating un-
paralleled discipline, unity
and goodwill,"” he said.

M
people from all Indian
states and over 100 coun-
tries including diplomats,
ministers and religious
leaders participated in
the Maha Kumbh. The
president, vice president,
prime ninister, gover-
nors, chief ministers, Su-
preme Cowt and high
court judges, and digni-
taries from various fields
expressed their desire to
visit and did so, he added.

er dimension to the
evening’s grandeur
was the special pr
entation by the Shiv
dhi  Self-llelp Group
from Lohaghat. The
54-member  ensenible
captivated the audience
with their remarkable
Holi-themed  perfor-
mance, which was met
with rapturous ap-
plause. Speaking about
their participation, the
group’s leader, Alka,
expressed immense joy,
calling it a significant
milestone for their ar-
tistic journey and an
honor to perform at the
Chief Minister's resi-
dence.

The festiv
reached a  pinnacle
when Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
himself immersed in
the celebrations, en-
gaging with the folk art-
ists in a display of unity
and camaraderie. In a
heartwarming moment,
the Chief Minister
danced alongside the
artists, enthusiastically
partaking in the revelry
and even attempting to
play traditional instru-
ments like the dhol and
thali. His spirited par-
ticipation was met with
appreciation from the
attendees, who lauded
his commitment to pre-
serving and promotin;
Uttarakhand’s cultura
heritage. Ilis person-

al involvement added
an inclusive and warm
touch to the celebra-
tions, reinforcing the
government’s  dedica-
tion to the upliftment
of folk traditions.

Further  enhancing
the evening’s cultur-
al significance was
the spectacular per-
formance by the Veer
Shiromani Maharana
Pratap Tharu Uplift-
ment Committee from
Khatima. Representa-
tives Bunty Rana and
Rinku Rana praised
the Chief Minister’s
efforts in fostering Ut-
tarakhand’s folk tradi-
tions, acknowledging
his unwavering support
in bringing the state’s
cultural heritage to the
forefront.

The Iloli Milan event
at the Chief Minister’s
regidence was much
more than a celebra-
tion of colors; it was
a profound testament
to the unity, diversity,
and artistic wealth of
Uttarakhand. The vi-
brant hues of abir and
gulal filled the air, sym-
bolizing the harmony
and cultural pride that
define the region. The
overwhelming partici-
pation and enthusiasm
of the artists and spec-
tators transformed the
event into an unfor-
gettable spectacle, en-
stiring that the festival
of Iloli was celebrated
in its most authentic
and exuberant form.
The evening stood as a
grand tribute to Uttara-
khand’s folk heritage,
reinforcing the impor-
tance of preserving and
promoting the state’s
rich cultural tradi-
tions for generations to
come,

Holi Celebrated with
Great Pomp in Mandi

Rajan Punchhi

Mandi: The festival
of colors, Holi, was cele-
brated with great joy and
enthusiasm in Mandi,
as thousands of youn:
men, women, and chil-
dren took to the streets
to drench each other in
vibrant hues. The histor-
ic Seri Chanani turned
inta_a sea of colors as
revelers, covered in abir
and gulal, danced to the
beats of Punjabi, Bolly-
wood, and Pahadi musie,
creating an atmosphere
of pure jubilation.

From early morning,
groups of Holi enthusi-
asts, intoxicated by the
festive spirit, roamed
the streets of Mandi,
smearing colors on each
other and

Naatis has always been
a special attraction of
Mandi’s Tloli celebra-
tions, and this year was
no different. Following
the grand procession
of Rajdevta Madhorai
during  Shivratri, the
Ioli celebration at Seri
Pavilion witnessed an
unprecedented  gather-
ing of peaple. The crowd
was s0 massive that even
the roads surrounding
the venue were packed
with eager partieipants.
As soon as the DJ
started playing, the en-
ergy level of the crowd
skyrocketed. Thousands
of young men and wom-
en danced in syne, let-
ting loose in the festive
euphoria. Some of the

cheerful greetings. The
festival took a grand
turn at the Seri Pavilion,
where a massive crowd
gathered to celebrate
the occasion with music,
dance, and laughter. As
DJ music reverberat-
ed through the area, an
air of excitement and
energy engulfed the
celebrants, turning
entire space into a lively
carnival of colors.

Women actively par-
ticipated in the revelry,
ensuring they were not
left behind in the cele-
brations. The stairs of
the Seri Pavilion were
oceupied by  young
women who swayed to
the beats of high-en-
ergy songs, reveling in
the sheer joy of the mo-
ment. The vibrant gulal
floating in the air paint-
ed a mesmerizing scene,
‘making it seem as if a
colorful cloud was hov-
ering over the enthusias-
tic crowd.

Dancing on  Punjabi
beats, Bollywood chart-
busters, and Pahadi

All municipal corporations will be
developed as solar cities: CM Yogi

Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh  Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-

yanath on Thursday an-
nounced plans to trans-
form all 17 municipal
corporations in the state
into solar cities.

He said Ayodhya has
been developed as the
first solar city with a
6,000-megawatt  solar
energy capacity, while
Bundelkhand is  be-
ing transformed into a
5,000-megawaltt green
corridor.

The CM was address-
ing the closing session
of a national conference
organized by the munic-
ipal corpnra.tmn as part

and protect the environ-
ment. Speaking about
India’s commitment to

of the N 1 Clean ility, he high-
Air  Program (NCAP) hghtec\ Prlme Minister
The d at D Modi’s vision

a hotel in bora_khpur,
focused on the theme
“Roadmap to Make Gora-
khpur Free from ()pen
Waste Burning by 202
During this, he quoted
Mahatma Gandhi, say-
ing “Nature can meet
everyone’s needs but
cannot satisfy anyone's
greed.”

Tle mentioned that a
combination of technol-
ogy and public aware-
ness is essential to min-
imize carbon emissions

Ot achieving net-zero
carbon emissions by
2070. He stressed that
“to achieve this goal, ef-
forts must be strength-
ened at both national
and local levels.”

The Chief Minister
also underscored the
importance of public
participation in environ-
mental initiatives. *No
movement can succeed
without the involve-
ment of the people,” he
said, urging public rep-

resentatives to actively
engage people in these
programs.

He recalled the devas-
tating effects of the COV-
1D-19 pandemic, stating,
“The consequences of
harming nature were
evident during COV-
ID. In the second wave,
people suffered just like
a fish struggling when
taken out of water.” He
warned that human-in-
duced  environmental
damage will ultimately
impact humanity itself.

Discussing the state
government’s efforts to
cut carbon emissions,
CM Yogi highlighted a
major energy-saving in-

itiative. “Since 2017, we
have replaced 17 lakh
halogen streetlights with
LED lights across the
state, without spending
a single rupee,” he said.
Tle explained that
halogen lights not only
consumed more ener-
gy but also contributed
significantly to carbon
emissions. The transi-
tion to LED lights has
reduced carbon emis-
sions, saved energy, and
helped municipal bodies
save Rs 1,000 crore, as
the companies installing
the LED lights were paid
from the energy savings.
The Chief Minister
emphasized the govern-
ment’s commitment to
environmental protec-
tion, citing the ban on
single-use plastic as a
key step. To provide an
eco-friendly alternative
and support traditional
artisans, the govern-
ment implemented the
Vishwakarma ~ Shram
Samman Yojana, pro-
moting clay products,
Under this scheme, pot-
ters were given elec-
tric and solar-powered
wheels, which not only
reduced plastic waste
but also created new em-
ployment opportunities.

Security beefed up across Rajasthan ahead of Holi Ramzan Friday prayers

Jaipur
Security arrangements
have been beefed wup
across Rajasthan ahead
of Holi and Ramzan's
Friday prayers to main-
tain law and order in the
state,

Peace committee
meetings were held in
various districts for cele-
brating the two festivals
in a peaceful manner.

The I[loli festival on
March 14 coincides with
Friday prayers  dur-
ing the holy month of
Ramzan.

Taking a lead for har-
mony and brotherhood
in Alwar district, Mus-

lim Meo community
leader Sher Khan has
announced to hold the
Jumma Namaz (Friday
prayers) at 2 pm instead
of 1.30 pm tomarrow.

In a statement, Rajast-
han DGP Utkal Ranjan
Sahoo said the festivals
give us the message of
goodwill, harmony, mu-
tual love and brother-
hood.

"The policemen of the
state always perform
their duty with commit-
ment so that you and all
of us can celebrate this
festival with traditional
gaiety," he said.

Police force in all dis-

will remain vigilant to-
wards their duty and
take extra lance re-
garding civil security
and law and order.

Due to the security

tricts and pohce stations

alert on the occasion of
the festival, intelligence
agencies have also is-
sued an alert across the
country, the police said.
Palice, RPF and GRP
have also tightened the

securily arrangements
in the border areas of
the state. Tight security
arrangements have been
made from the capital to
the remote border areas.
Strict security checks
are being done at the air-
port, bus stand and rail-
way station. At the same
time, intensive checking
is also being carried out
in hotels and guest hous-
es besides strict moni-
toring on social media.
Karauli Distriet Col-
lector Neelabh Saxena
chaired a peace commit-
tee meeting in the district
for eerebrating Holi and
Ramzan festival peace-

fully.

In Kota, law and order
situation will be mon-
itored through drones.
In Kaithun town, a pro-
cession is also proposed
tomorrow so additional
police has been deployed
and videography will also
be done, the police said.

Jaipur Additional
Commissioner {Law
and Order) Rameshwar
Singh said 11 Additional
DCPs, over 40 Assistant
Commissioners of Police
(ACPs), nearly 8o Circle
Inspectors, about 1500
constables, will take
charge of security ar-
rangements.

more par-
ticipants even ripped
their shirts in Salman
Khan-style frenzy, add-
ing to the electrifying
atmosphere. The dance
and  celebrations  con-
tinued for hours, with
people fully immersing
themselves in the festi-
val's infectious joy.

Women in  groups
were also seen in differ-
ent corners of the mar-
ket, playfully applying
colors to friends and
acquaintances, spread-
ing happiness all around.
The city resonated with
laughter, musie, and
cheers as people em-
braced the spirit of Toli
in its purest form.

Mandi's Holi celebra-
tion this year was yet
another testament to the
city’s cultural vibrancy
and communal harmony.
As the festival concluded,
the colorful streets and
beaming faces of the
participants stood as a
reminder of the unfor-
gettable day filled with
love, unity, and bound-
less enthusiasm.

SP moots
‘Paan par
charcha’ to
strengthen

minorities, Dalits
Lucknow

Samajwadi Party presi

resi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday mooted a new
strategy to strengthen
its PDA (pichara, Dalit,

yaks) by hold-
ing “Paan pe Charcha™.

ing a statue of
Shiv Prasad Chaurasia at
RiverFront here, he said
the Chaurasia communi-
ty has taken a pledge to
hold a meeting and dis-
cuss on paan.

He said that now the
Chaurasia  Samaj will
discuss on paan and
eliminate the BJP from
the state in 2027. lle
claimed that backward,
Dalit, tribal, women and
all our minority broth-
ers have made up their
minds that they will car-
ry forward the strength
of PDA.

“Ihght now, the BIP is
spreading hatred against
Muslim society. In the
coming time, PDA will
stop hatred against soci-
ety. The BJP has created
a new strategy not to let
anyone vote,” he alleged.

After  congratulating
the people on IToli fes-
tival, the SP President
attacked the Yogi Adit-
yanath government
taunting that (M say‘mg
he is “Teesmar Khan™
and has big love for the
number 30.

“Thirty people were
killed in the Kumbh
stampede and in Kumbh,
Rs 30 erore business was
done,” he commented.

He added that com-
munal statements by
BJP legislators were in-
tentionally done to di-
vert the attention from
real issues,
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Interim govt
in Bangladesh
extends
military’s mag-
istracy power

___Dhaka ,
Bangladesh’s inter-
im government led by
Muhammad Yunus on
Thursday extended the
magistracy power of the
military forces for 60
more days for the third
time amid a nationwide
law and order situation.
d of-

“Commissioned
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UN chief in Bangladesh for first-hand look
at Rohmgya camps as he pushes for aid

Dhaka

Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Gu-
terres is getting

a first-hand look at the
situation of more than
1 million Rohingya ref-
ugees in Bangladesh as
fears mount of serious
aid cuts across the world
following Washington's
decision to shut down
USAID opermons

ficers holding the rank
of captain and above in
the Bangladesh Armed
Forces have been grant-
ed special executive mag-
istrate powers across
the country,” a Public
Administration Ministry
statement said here.
According to the
statement, navy and air
force officers too would
hold the authority of ex-
ecutive while

h's  foreign
affairs  adviser, Touhid
Hossain, welcomed Gu-
terres at Dhaka's main
airport on  Thursday.
Guterres's four-day visit
— his second to Bangla-
desh — is seen as crucial
after the announcement
of possible aid cuts by the
World Food Programme,
or WFP, and others in the
aftermath of the USAID
shut down.

Tadech's

s interim

performing duties in aid
of civil administration, in-
cluding the military and
navy officers serving on
deputation in paramilitary
Bangladesh Coast Guard
and  Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB).

The renewal of the
government order came
as a nationwide oper-
ation called Operation
Devil Hunt is underway
as the country vandali

government —  which
came to power last Au-
gust after a mass upris-
ing ousted former Prime
Minister Sheikh THasi-
na — hopes the visit will
boost international ef-
forts to mobilise aid for
the Rohingya refugees

and attract new global at-
tention to their crisis.

A letter from the UN
food agency earlier this
month said cuts to food
rations could take effect
from next month at Cox's
Bazar, home to dozens of
camps housing Rohingya
refugees. The WFP said
the food rations could be
reduced to USD 6, from
the current USD 12.50

per month — unless ade-
quate funding is secured.

According  to  WFP
spokesperson Kun Li, if
the WFP is unable to se-
cure sufficient funding —
USD 81 million to sustain
operations through the
end of the year, including
USD 15 million needed
for April — it will have
no choice but to reduce
rations starting in April.

Ahead of Guterres'
visit, Amnesty Interna-
tional urged the inter-

Bangladesh's  foreign
affairs adviser, Touhid
Hossain, welcomed
Guterres at Dhaka's
main  airport on

India gifts urgently-
needed medicine
to Sri Lanka

Colombo

India has donated ur-

gently-needed medi-
cines to Sri Lanka re-
ing to an urgent

four-day visit — his
second to Bangladesh
—isseenascrucial after
the announcement
of possible aid cuts
by the World Food
Programme, or WFP,
and others in the

aftermath of the USAID
shut down.

age of essential sup-
plies and services in the
camps," said Smriti Sin-
gh, regional director for
South Asia at Amnesty
International.

national ¢ y to
%eml) step up and
eliver the necessary
support to avoid the
devastating impact on
the Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh.

“The funding shortfall
will only exacerbate the
existing desperate short-

“The Rohi com-
munity in Cox's Bazaar
have little alternative
but to rely on WFP aid,"
Singh said, adding that
the Bangladesh govern-
ment prohibits the ref-
ugees from leaving the
camps and finding jobs.
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requeﬁt from Colombo,
the Indian High Com-
mission said here on
Thursday.

India gifted 50,000
ampoules of Furosem-
ide injection 20mg/2ml
to cater to its shortage
in Sri Lankan hospitals
in the immediate term.
These were handed over
by Santosh Jha, the High
Commissioner of India
to Sri Lanka, to the Min-
ister of Health and Mass
Media Nalinda Jayatissa.

“India_has been a re-
liable friend and first
responder for Sri Lan-
ka during times of dif-
ficulties and shortages,
including in the health
sector,” a release from
the Indian High Com-
mission said.

During the Covid-19
pandemic, India sup-
plied over 25 tonnes
of medicines on a spe-
cial aircraft to Sri Lan-

ka in May 2020; gifted
5,00,000 doses of Cov-
ishield vaccine in Jan-
vary 2021; and 1 lakh
Rapxd Antigen Test kits
in February 2022, it said.

In the wake of the eco-
nomic crisis in Sri Lanka,
in February 2022, aUSD
1 billion credit facility for
supply of essential items,
including medicines,
was extended in March
2022 for a period of one
year. It was subsequent-
ly extended until March
2024 on the request of
the Sri Lankan govern-
ment,

“Over 26 tonnes of
drugs and other medical
supplies were provided
to Peradeniya University
Tlospital, Jaffna Teach-
ing Hospital, Hamban-
tota General Ilospital,
among others, in April-
May 2022 to meet the
acute shortage of med-
icines”, the release said.

The health sector has
also been an important
focus area for India’s de-
velopment cooperation
initiatives in Sri Lanka

Belgian prosecutors make arrests in corruption probe linked to European Parliament

Brussels

afresh since February 5.
Protestors that day
first demolished the 32
Dhanmondi residence of
Bangladesh’s  founding
father Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman using excava-
tors coinciding with a
scheduled virtual speech
by his daughter and
deposed prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina from
India, where she fled
last year after the stu-
dents' massive protest
that ousted her Awami
League government.

BUSHNHSS

elgian federal
prosecutors  an-
nounced Thursday

the arrests of several
people as part of a cor-
ruption probe linked to
the European Parlia-
ment amid reports in
local media that Chinese
company Huawei bribed
EU lawmakers.

About 100 federal po-
lice officers carried out
21 searches in Brussels,
the Flanders and Wal-
lonia regions, and Por-
tugal, the federal prose-

cutor's office said.

The suspects were
arrested for question-
ing in “connection with
their alleged involve-
ment in active corrup-
tion within the Europe-
an Parliament, as well
as for forgery and use of
forgeries,” prosecutors
said. “The offences were
allegedly committed by
a criminal organisation.”

According to an inves-
tigation by Le Soir news-
paper and other media,
lobbyists working for
Chinese telecoms giant

Huawei are suspected
of bribing current or
former European Par-
liament members to
promote the company's
commercial policy in

Europe.

Huawei public rela-
tions representatives in
London did not respond
to an emailed request for
comment and could not

be reached by phone.
The European Parlia-
ment said only that the
assembly “takes note
of the information” and
when requested, "always
cooperates fully with the
judicial authorities.”
Huawei, which makes
cellphones and is the
biggest maker of net-
working gear for phone
and internet carriers,
has been caught in ten-
sions between the Unit-
ed States and China over
technology and trade.
Some [European na-

tions have followed
Washington's lead and
banned Huawei's equip-
ment from next-gener-
ation mobile networks
over allegations that it
poses a security risk that
could help facilitate Chi-
nese spying. The compa-
ny has repeatedly denied
this.

European Commiis-
sion spokesman Thomas
Regnier said the EU's
executive branch had
no comment regarding
the investigation but
underlined security con-

cerns the commission
has about Huawei and
Europe's 5G telecoms
networks.

“The security of our 5G
networks is obviously
crucial for our economy,”
Regnier told reporters.

“Huawei  represents
materially higher risks
than other 5G suppliers,”
he said, adding that EU
member states should
swiftly "adopt decisions
1o restrict or to exclude
Huawei from their 5G
networks

Agency

Sebi Expands UPSI Scope:
Fundraising, Restructuring

New Delhi: Markets
regulator Sebi has wid-
ened the ambit of the
scope of Unpublished
Price Sensitive Infor-
mation (UPSI) by in-
cluding any proposed
fundraising  activities
agreements which can
impact the manage-
ment or control of the
company, restructur-
ing plans, and one-time
bank settlements.

The move is aimed at
enhancing  regulatory
clarity, certainty and
uniformity in compli-
ance in the ecosysten.

To give this effect,
Sebi, in a notification
issued on March 11,
amended insider trad-
ing regulations. The
new rules would come
into force from June 10.

In its notification,
Sebi said that any pro-
posed fundraising ac-
tivity, upward or down-
ward revisions in credit
ratings, other than ESG
ratings, and agree-
ments  affecting  the
management or control
of the company would
be considered as UPSI.

Further, develop-
ments relating to cor-
porate insolvency pro-
cesses, including the

clearance of resolution
plans, one-time settle-
ments, or restructuring
ofloans and borrowings
from banks or financial
institutions would fall
under the UPST ambit.

Sebi said that fraud
or defaults by the com-
pany, its promoter,
director, key manage-
rial personnel, or sub-
sidiary or arrest of key
managerial personnel,
promoter or director of
the company, whether
occurred within India
or abroad would be
classified as UPSL

Any initiation of fo-
rensic audits or receipt
of final forensic audit
report; with regards
to financial misstate-
ments, misappropri-
ation, siphoning, or
diversion of funds by
the company would
come under the scope
of UPSL

Any action initiated
or orders passed with-
in India or abroad, by
regulatory, statutory,
enforcement authority
or judicial body against
the company or its di-
rectors, key managerial
personnel, promoter or
subsidiaries would be
categorised as UPSL

RBI to Set Up 'On Tap' Cohort
on Climate Change Risks

New Delhi

he Reserve Bank
will set up a dedi-
cated 'on Tap' co-
hort on climate change
risks and  sustainable
finance under its regula-
tory sandbox initiative,
Governor Sanjay Malho-
tra said on Thursday.
The Reserve Bank has
been encouraging and
facilitating innovations
through its Regulatory
Sandbox and Hackathon
initiatives in the fintech
space.
"We propose to set up
a dedicated 'on Tap' co-
hort on climate change

risks and  sustainable
finance under RBI's
Reoul Sandboxini-

change~re1ated risks that

tiative. We are also plan-
ning to conduct a special
'Greenathon' on climate
change and related as-
pects," Malhotra said.

He was speaking on
the Policy Seminar on
Climate Change Risks
and Finance organised
by the Reserve Bank of
India here.

The Governor said
there are two di-
mensions to climate

policymakers
and practitioners have
to be aware of — the first
is facilitative involving
capacity building, devel-
opment of the ecosystem
and financing of green
and sustainable transi-
tion; and the second is
the prudential aspect,
which is related to risk
management.

"While the role of the
Central Banks in manag-
ing risks posed by climate

recog|
in fnciln;mng the financ-
ing of green and sustain-
able transition has been a
matter of debate and has
varying dimensions to it,"
he said.

Central banks in ad-
vanced economies have
traditionally followed an
asset-neutral approach.

Central  banks in
emerging markets and
developing  economies

(EMDESs), on the other
hand, have adopted di-
rected lending policies
to channelise credit to
certain sectors of their
economies given their
individual country cir-
cumstances and devel-
opmental objectives

In the Indian context,
the priority sector lend-
ing guidelines facilitate
credit to be channelled to
specific sectors including
renewable energy.

"On the prudential

—
The Reserve Bank has
been  encouraging
and facilitating inno-
vations through its
Regulatory Sandbox
and Hackathon initi-
atives in the fintech

space. I

aspect, there are several
channels through which
climate change risks
impact the financial
system. All the major
types of financial risks
- be it credit, market,
or operational risk - are
influenced by climate
change," Malhotra said.

As a central bank, he
said the RBI is mindful
of its role in address-
ing and mitigating risks
to the financial system
from climate change.

"In this context, our
endeavour has been to
play the role of a facilita-
tor — including support-
ing capacity building and
fostering a conducive
regulatory  framework
for promoting green and
sustainable finance," he
said. Agency

AZAD Engineering unveils Indla s first lean fac111ty for MHI, bags global ‘Partner of the Year’

Hyderabad

Azad Engineering, a

leader in precision en-
gineering, marked a sig-
nificant milestone today
with the inauguration
of its Exclusive Lean
Manufacturing  Facili-
ty for Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries (MIII) at
Tunikibollaram, Hyder-
abad. The 7,200 sq. mts.
state-of-the-art  facility
was inaugurated by Mr.
Masahito Kataoka, Sr.
Vice President, GTCC
Business Division, Ener-
gy System, MIII, Japan;
Shri  Jayesh Ranjan,
Special Chief Secretary
of Industries & Com-
merce and Information

Technology, Govern-
ment of Telangana; and
Mr. Rakesh Chopdar,
Chairman and CEO of
Azad Lngineering.

The inauguration was
also attended by distin-
guished guests including
Mr. Praveen P A, Direc-
tor- Aerospace & De-
fence, Director BFSI at
Government of Telanga-
na; Mr. Raja Ram Red-
dy, Engineering Manag-
er, Turbine Engineering,
MHI, Japan; Mr. Ili-
royuki  Oka, Deputy
General Manager, Pro-
curement, MHI, Japan;
Mr. Hitoshi Morimoto,
Deputy General Manag-
er, Supply Chain Man-

agement, MIII, Japan;
and Mr. Shane Mickey,
Senior Vice President,

North American Manu-
facturing, MHI, USA.
This lean manufactur-

ing facility marks amajor
milestone in Azad
gineering's decade-long

partnership with MHI.
The journey that began
with a few machines in
2012 has now evolved
into a  world-class
manufacturing  centre,
demonstrating a shared
commitment to excel-
lence. This development
follows Azad's signing
of the Long-Term Con-
tract & Price Agreement
(LTCPA) with Mitsub-
ishi Heavy Industries
Limited, Japan on No-
vember 3, 2024.

Key highlights of the
facility are that it current-
ly employs 200 skilled
professionals, with on-
going activities expected
to add several hundred

more skilled profession-
als in the near future. It
also features cutting-edge
technology for high-pre-
cision components, inte-
grates with Azad’s Centre
for Excellence and Inno-
vation and strengthens
India’s position in global
manufacturing,

Expressing his appre-
ciation, Mr. Masahito
Kataoka, Sr. Vice Presi-
dent, GTCC Business Di-
vision, Energy System,
MHI, Japan, said: "As
a leadmg company in
gas turbines and steam
turbines, MIII provides
innovative technologies
and solutions to contrib-
ute to global goals.

Datta Power
Infra Group
Signs PPA
with SJVN
Limited for
70-MW Wind

Power Project
New Delhi

Datta Power Infra Group

has signed a Power Pur-
chase Agreement (PPA)
with SJVN Limited for
its 70-MW Wind Power
Project, a significant ad-
dition to SJVN's WIND-
1 initiative, which aims
to develop 600 MW of
ISTS-connected ~ wind
power projects across
India.

This agreement rep-
resents a key milestone
in India's transition to
renewable energy, re-
inforcing the country’s
commitment to expand-
ing clean energy capaci-

ty.

Mr. Varchasvi Gagal,
Managing Director &
CEO of Datta Power In-
fra, said: "We are proud
to  collaborate  with
SJVN Limited on this
landmark 70-MW wind
power project, which is
a significant step toward
strengthening  India’s
renewable energy eco-
system. This partner-
ship underscores our
commitment to accel-
erating the transition to
clean energy while con-
tributing to the nation’s
ambitious sustainability
goals. At Datta Power
Infra, we are focused on
expanding our renewa-
ble energy footprint, and
this project aligns with
our vision of building a
robust 1-GW pipeline in
India. We look forward
to leveraging our exper-
tise and innovative solu-
tions to drive impactful
progress in the sector."

Advt Contact :
9818-199941
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"Lot to learn from him as a character": RR skipper
Sanju Samson on Rahul Dravid's leadership

Jaipur (Rajasthan)
ajasthan  Royals (RR)
captain Sanju Samson
hailed the former Indian
skipper and head coach

Rahul Dravid's leadership ability
and opened up on what he is trying
to learn from it, the franchise's
official site reported.

Head coach Dravid and captain
Samson will be reuniting in RR
colours in the Indian Premier
League (IPL) this year, with the
first match at Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium in Hyderabad
against the Sunrisers Hyderabad
(SRH) on March 23,

Speaking on Dravid's influence,
Samson hailed Dravid's ability to
lead others by example, both on
and off the field.

“There is a lot to learn from him
as a character,” Samson, the Royals'
captain for IPL 2025, said in a
JioHotstar special, as quoted by
RR's ol | website.

Dravid was the captain of the RR

side, as a part of which Samson
made his IPL debut in 2013. The
seasor was a breakthrough one for

IPL 2025: Mitchell Marsh cleared
to play for LSG only as batter

New Delhi
Australia T2o skipper Mitchell Marsh
has been dlearad to play for Lucknow
Super Giants only as a batter in the up-
coming edition of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) 2025, aceording to ESP-
Nericinfo.

Marsh is set to travel early next
week despite missing out on the re-
cently coneluded Champions Trophy
due to a back injury. The 33-year-old
all-rounder was ruled out of Australin's
ODI tour of Sri Lanka and the Cham-
pions Trophy due to "lower back pain
and dysfunction,”

According to ESPNericinfo, Marsh

went to we a back sp in early
February and underwent a period of
rest to resolve the problem. In recent
weeks, he returnied to batting and has
been cleared to play in the IPL for LSG
only asa batter.

In the mega anction held last year in
Jeddah, LSG acquired him for Rs 3.3
crore. Mash is expected to join the LSG
camp on March 18, where he will re-
unite with his former head coach,
Justin Langer, who is set to enter his
second season with the franchise.

Marsh has not played competitive
ericket since Janua His last ap-
pearance wiis in the Big Bash League
(BBL) for the Perth Scorchers, and he
was rested for the final two matches of

the peti

Before BBL, he made his last ap-
pearance in the white-ball format dur-
ing Australia’s tour of the UK in Sep-
tember.

Before getting picked by LSG, Marsh
represented the Delhi Capitals in the
last three IPL seasons. His time in the
cash-rich league has been riddled with
injuries. In thelast edition of the cash-
tich league, he sustained an injury in his
hamstring after four games and re-
turmned home to rehab.

Meanwhile, Australia's famed pace
trio Mitehell Stare, Josh Hazdewopd and
Pat Cumrins, who missed the Cham-
pions Traphy, are expected to be fit for
the tournament,

the batte:

10 innings with a half-century.
Dravid led India in 25 Tests and

who scored 206 runs in

79 ODIs, with win percentages of
57.14 and 56 per cent respectively
and his leadership skills are

regarded highly till this day. As a
head coach, Dravid earned his first-
ever ICC title, the Tzo World Cup
2024, partnering with Indian
skipper Rohit Sharma and achieving
another big high as a leader.

Samson also eredited Dravid for
giving him alot of learnings during
his initial mentorship stint with RR
2014 season of the league, saying,
"All the small instances, how he
used to treat the young people, how
he used to take care of the seniors,
how he communieates, how he talks
during meetings. All those things, |
quietly observed, and 1 feel like
somewhat [ do the same thing.”

The current RR skipper also
revealed an exchange with Dravid
that has stayed in his mind and
inspired him to follow Dravid's
footsteps.

“When he came back, he asked
me, "Sanju, what do vou stand for in
this franchise?' and I told him, 'Sir,
it's very . 1just continued from
where you left,” he concluded.

Virat Kohli, PR Sreejesh among speakers at RCB
Innovation Lab Indian Sports Summit season 2

Bengalury
What's common between Virat Kohli
and Moya Dodd? Both have challenged
the norm and championed reform in
their respective fields.

While bath Kohli and Dodd come
from very different tracks in the sport-
mg universe, they will be among the
speakers present when the curtains
are raised at Season 2 of the Royal Chal-
lengers Bengalurn (RCB) Innovation
Lab Indian Sporis Summit Powered by
Leaders.

The RCB Innovation Lab Indian
Sports Summit Powered by Leaders,
which unfolds on March 14 and 15 in
Bengaluru at the Padukone Dravid
Centre for Sports Excellence, is in its
second edition after the remurkable sue-
cess of the Leaders partnering m India
for the first time in November 2023,

The summit is designed to drive
conversations around sports policy,
development, the importance of a pub-
lie-privite partnership, and the four pil-
lars--commerce, Technology, Per-
formance, and Social Impact—that are
essential in the evolution of a robust
sporting ecosystem.

The discourse from the RCB Inno-
vation Lab Indian Sports Sumnmit also
serves as the basis fora Sports-Forward
Nation, with the eventual goal of India
becoming a sporting powerhouse by the

SPEAKERS DROP
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L

2036 Summer Olympies.

Narrating, driving, and adding to
the discourse will be the likes of former
cricketers Dinesh Karthik, Isa Guhaand
RCB's Director of Cricket Mo Bobat.
Along with them, present o the august
occasion will be international sports
ican and RCB cricketer Virat Kohli, two-
time Olympic medallist and former
India hockey player PR Sreejesh. Jayant
Chaudhary, Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship, Nick
Brown, FIFA, Moya Dodd, former FIFA
Executive Committee Member and
Sports Governance Expert, Karthik
Balagopalan, MD and CEO, PUMA, Sid-
dharth Patel, Managing Partner, CVC

KL Rahul reflects on DC's "solid" squad,;
reveals emotions he felt during mega auction

New Delhi

Delhi Capitals wicketkeeper batter
KL Rahul revealed the emotions
he felt when his name came up in
last year's mega auction and his
opinion on the franchise's team
combination ahead of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2025.

After spending three seasons as
Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) skip-
per, Rahul parted ways with the
franchise and enrolled his name
for the mega auction.

Following a fierce bidding war be-
tween Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
and Royal Challengers Bengaliru
(RCB), Delhi Capitals (DC) entered
the action and got an opener, cap-
tain and wicketkeeper-batter op-
tion in Rahul for a hefty sum of Rs
14 crore.

"The auction was a nerve-wrack-
ing experience. As a player, not
knowing which team vou will end up
with is néver easy. Over the vears,
T've seen how unpredictable auc-
tions can be--there's no fixed pat-
tern to how things unfold. Having
been a captain for the last three sea-
sons, | have been actively inyolved
in the process of building a team "
Rabul told JioStar.

Rahul, who was overwhelmed
with feelings of anxiousness, nerv-
ousness, and excitement, was hap-
py to join the Capitals and is now
looking ahead to the new season.

“Funderstand the kind of pressure
franchises face when assembling a
squad. But from a plaver's per-
spective, it's even tougher because
yourcareer is at stake. The auction

can shape a player's future or pres-
ent unexpected challenges. 1 was
definitely nervous, even a little anx-
ions. But at the same time, I knew
this was the right step for my career.
There was excitement too, though it
didn't last very long because reali-
ty sets in quickly,” he said.

"I'm really happy tobe joining the
Delhi Capitals. Parth Jindal, the
team's owner, is a close friend, and
we have spent a lot of time outside
of cricket discussing various things.
I know how passionate he is about
the sport, and I'm thrilled to be a
part of this team. We have a strong.
squad, and I'm looking forward to
the season ahead.” he added.

While analysing the depth of the
squad, Rahul admits it is-a "solid"
team and is "excited' to play along-
side skilled stars; including Mitchell
Starc, Axar Patel and Kuldeep Ya-
d

This will be a new experience for
me, joining o new franchise, possi-
bly my fourth or fifth team in the
1PL. I feel both excited and a little
nervous, Every time you step into
o new team environment, a lot of
thoughts cross your mind, how
the players will be, how the own-
ers run the team, how the fans will
respond, all of that, So, it's a mix
of emotions. Looking at the squad
and how the management has built

"I'm really happy to be
joining the Delhi Capitals.
Parth Jindal, the team's
owner, is a close friend,
and we have spent a lot
of time outside of cricket
discussing various things.
I know how passionate
he is about the sport, and
I'm thrilled to be a part of
this team. We have a
strong squad, and I'm
looking forward to the
season ahead," he added.

the team, it looks like a well-hal-
anced side with most areas cov-
ered," he said.

"T'here’s a great combination of

experienced players and young
talent, and I'm excited to play
alongside some incredibly skilled
youngsters and learn from them as
well. With players like Mitchell
Stare, Axar Patel, Kuldeep Yadav,
many of whom I have played with
before, we have a solid squad. 1
can't wail for the IPL to begin,” he
added.
Rahul, who recently lifted the
Champions Trophy with India, will
face his former side as Capitals
open its campaign against Lucknow
Super Giants on March 24.

Capital Partners, Darren Henry, Com-
mereial Director, British ling,
Michale Cieearese, Commercial and
Marketing Director, Lega Serie A, Chloe
Targett-Adams, CCO, Surj Sports In-
vestment, Jalaj Dani, Co-promoter,
Asian Paints, Chairman of the Beard of
Governars, IIT Trichy, and Co-founder,
Dani Foundation, Prashanth Shawn
Daoss, Chief Business Officer, Interna-
tional, Elevate and Vita Dani, Co-pro-
moter, Ultimate Table Tennis, Co-own-
er, Chennaiyinn FC, Co-Founder, Dani
Foundation & Governing board mem-
Dber, ITTF Foundation.

Speaking of the event, Rajesh Menon,
COO of RCB, said, "The RCB Tnnova-
tion Lab Indian Sports Summit Pow-
ered by Leaderis a transformative step

Punjab Kings begin
training camp at
Dharamsala ahead
of IPL 2025

Dharamshala
Marking the commencement of the

prep jor the
18 of the Indian Premier League, Pun-
jab Kings (PBKS) have begun their
training camp at the picturesque Hi-
machal Pradesh Cricket Association
(HPCA) stadium in Dharamshala.
The camp has been designed to
fine-tune the team's strategy a head of
the tournament as the players trainun-
der the coaching staff to get in the

groove.

The camp has been scheduled from
March 12 to March 15 in Dharamsala
and will be attended by key Indian
players, including wicketkeeper-batter
Prabhsimran Singh, all-rounder
Shashank Singh, and veteran leg-spin-
ner Yuzvendra Chahal Head coach
Ricky Ponting, Assistant coach Brad
Haddin and Fast bowling coach James
Hopes will also be joining the team at
HPCA.

Revealing the reason behind select-
ing Dharamsalaas the training ground,
head coach Ricky Ponting said as
yuoted from a press release by Punjab
Kings, "It feels grent to come here and
alot of the guys haven't played at this
ground and we've got three games in
a row at the back end of the tourna-
ment here. So the thinking behind de-
ciding to come here was to give the
boys a bit of a feel of this ground.”

Headded, "We'll make the most of
the training days here, and then we've
got the possibility of five or six days
training in Chandigarh.”

The camp will then move to Mul-
lanpur from March 16 and will be
Jjomed by Captam Shreyas Iyer and Ar-
shdeep Singh, who were a part of the
2025 Champions Troply-winning in-
dlia squad in Dubai. The squad, led by
Iyer, will train at PBKS's home ground,
the new PCA stadium, and will also fea-
ture international players like Marcus
Stoinis, Glenn Maxwell, Mareo Jansen
and Lockie Ferguson, among others.

Earlier, the team also organized
four training camps for the players to
get aceli 1o the playi i

n advancing oursportmgambitions in
India. This platform brings together all
stakeholders with a shared vision - to
drive reform and ensure consisteney in
tackling the challenges of building a
sports ecosvsteni that regularly pro-
duces champion athletes, While India
is undoubtedly a cricketing power-
house, as we move towards the vision
of a Sports-Forward Nation, it is crucial

blisha ive Sparts ecosys-
tem and collaborate with global part-
niers. At RCB, we aim o lead the way in
facilitating meaningful change in Indi-
an sports.”

tions and strengthen team bonding.
While one camp took place in Mumbai
in the first week of January, two camps
were organised in Chandigarh. This
was followed by a fourth camp in
Dharamsalain the first week of March.

PBKS will begin their [PL campaign
on March 25 against the Gujarat Titans
at the Narendra Modi International
Stadium. After plaving anather away
game against Lucknow Super Giants,
the team will return to Mullanpur to
pliy two back-to-back home matches
againgt Rajasthan Royals and Chennai
Super Kings.

"Excited for next 10 years
of my career....": KL Rahul

Mumbai (Maharashtra)
Indian batter KL Rahul reflected on his
career ininternational ericket, saving
that it has ben a "beautiful ride" and
heisexcited for next 10 years of his ci-
reer, he wants to build on everything
he has Jearned so far, continuing his
evolution.

KL, who was speaking on JioHot-
star's ‘SuperStars' programme, will
be representing Delhi Capitals (DCYin
the Indian Premier League (FPL) this
season, starting with a match against
Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) from
March 24 onwards at Visakhapat-
nam. Hewas let go by Lucknow Super
Giants, a franchise he captained for
three seasons from 2022-24 and he
was roped in by DC for Rs 14 crores.

Speaking on his international jour-
ney sofar, KL said, "It has been an in-
credible journey-—what a privilege it is
to represent my country and live my
dream for so many years, Playing for
India is something Laspired to do since
childhood, and 1 feel extremely grate-
fuland fortunate to have had this op-
portunity. The journey has been filled
with challenges—there have been highs
and lows, and T have experienced
evervthing an athlete possibly can.”

“But looking back. it has been a
beautiful ride, and I would not wantit
any other wiy. Now, Lam excited for
the next 10 years of my career. I want
to build on everything I have learned
inmy first decade, apply that experi-
ence, and continue evolving. My focus
is onimproving every day, growing as
a player, and winning more matches
for my team,” he added.

KL Rahul, who has played at multi-
ple positions in the batting order, was

given the responsibility of number
six, as the team wanted to put Axar Pa-
tel at five, to give extra depth to the side
during the ICC Champions Trophy
winning campaign for India. Rahul
plaved a crucial role in the middle,
seoringa valuable 34" ing3 balls ina
crunch situation during the final
against New Zealand. In five matches
and four innings, KL scared 140 runs
at an average of 140.00 and a strike
rate of 97.90, with the best secore of
428,

In 215 international matches, KL has
made 8,565 runs at an average of
39.10, with 17 centuries and 57 fifties
in 248 innings. His best score is 199.
He excels the most in ODIs, scoring
4,044 runs at an average of 49.08 and
a strike rate of 8817, with seven cen-
turies and 18 fifties. His best score is
112. Talking about his preferred batiing
position, KL said that being a top-or-
der battercomes satural to him and he
feels comfortable doing it

"Thave grown up playing in the top
order. From my first competitive
match in Mangalore at the age of 11 to
my early days playing for India, and for
most of my career. Thatsaid, when you
play a team sport, you do not always
get to choose what you want. You
haye to be flexible and willing to adapt
to the team'’s neéds: Over the years, 1
have learned to embrace that and
givemy bestin whichever role Tam as-
signed,” he added.

Despite his hervies at the top across
all formats, KL has excelled at number
five, majouly in ODIs, scoring 1.299
Tuns in 31 innings at an average of
56.47, with two centuries and nine
fifties, His best score s 112,
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wrestling back on
track”: Brij Bhushart
Singh-after revocation
of ban.or WFI

Hope that current fed-
eration will work hon-
estly and will bring

Union Sports Ministry puts Draft National
Code Against Age Fraud in Sports

New Delhi

he Ministry of Youth Affairs

and Sports on Thursday put in

the public domain the Draft

National Code Against Age
Fraud in Sports (NCAAFS) 2025 for
inviting comments/suggestions from
the general public and stakeholders, as
part of the consultation process.

This  addresses  age rautl
comprehensively, aiming to protect
genuine athletes and uphold the
integrity of sports competitions
nationwide, This revision has been
undertaken after almost 15 years,
marking a significant update to the
existing framework to ensure fair
competition, ethical governance, and
enhanced aceountability in Indian
sports, as per a press release from the
Union Ministry of Youth Affairs and

10 s el deten
athlete's age will be done in pilot phase.
Any (hcput(-: arising from these

Sports, e tions may be appealed through
Ensure fair ition by 1 {appellate medical paned for
age fraud, \\l\uh compromises the  furtherreview.

mlq,n[\ of:pum Implement a robust
system for age
determination through a centralized
database. Introduce striet penalties for
athletes, coaches, and officials found
guilty of falsifving age records Enhance
transparency and accountability in
sports governance by aligning with
international best practices.

Mandatory Age Verification & Digital
Locking: All athletes must submit three
mandatory documents during the
rq,mmmm process. Uponverification,
th

-Uniform Penalties for Violations:
Strict penalties will be enforced for age
fraud violations. Athletes found guilty on
the first violation will face a two-vear ban
from all competitions, along with
forfeiture of any titles or medals won. A
second violation will result in a lifetime
ban and the initiation of legal
proceedings under the penal code.
Coaches and other officialé found guilty
will also face suspension and debarment
from their roles.

Whistle-blower Mechanisny: A sécure

athletes to voluntarily declare their
carrect age without penalties. Athletes
who participate in this amnesty program
will undergo a performance review and
subsequently be reassigned to the
appropriate age gmup

“Two-Tier A chanism: A

-Dedicated National Database: A
dedicated, centralised digital portal
linked with the National Sports
Repository System (NSRS) will be
established to securely store all age
verification data of athletes. Special
care will be taken to ensure that the
persenal data of minors is managed and
protected in strict compliance with the
pravisions of the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023, ensuring lawful,
fair, and transparent processing:

QR-Enabled ID Cards: Following
suceessful verification, athletes will
receive ID cards embedded with QR
codes. These 1D cards will be made
accessible digitally through the
DigiLocker platform and must be
presented mandatorily for participation
in all sporfing events:

Public Accountability &
Transparency: A robust monitoring
framework will be established to ensure
cﬂmw mplvmw(amn of the Code,

two-tier appellate mechanism will
handle dispuies related to age
determination. Athletes dissatisfied
with initial medical examination
findings may first appeal to the Regional
Appellate Panel. If still unsatisfied,
athletes may approach the Central
Appeals Committee (CAC). The CAC's
decision will be final and binding on all
parties involved.

Roleof Integrity/Compliance Officers:
Iulugnl\ /Compliance Officers will be

e will be's ty recorded
in a centralized digital database,
permanently locking their verified age
to prevent any future manipulations.

Medical Examination for Age
Discrepancies: For cases involving age
discrepancies, medical examinations
will utilize the TW3 method, MRI scans,
and general physical and dental
examination. Further, Al-based bone

"We do not have a
budget, sponsor with
us...": WFI official

New Delhi

Following the revocation of the sus-
pension of the Wrestling Federation
of India (WFI), an official from the
sport's governing body expressed
hope that with the federation re-
stored, they would get a sponsorship
that would allow them to get a bigger
place for their new office.

‘The Union Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports on Tuesday lifted the sus-
pension on the Wrestling Federation
of India, restoring its recognition as a
National Sports Federation (NSF)
for the sport.

“As we said earlier that we do not
have a budget and sponsor witlius be-
cause the government imposed sus-
pension on us o we only can manage
this place with the budget left with us,
but now when suspension is over
from us so we hope that we can get
sponsorship which helpus to get new
and big place for our office,” an offi-
cial said after the suspe was lifted.

The WFLoffice currently functions
from Hari Nogar in Delhi.

The Sports Ministry had suspend-
ed the WFI body after the newly
elocted WFT prasident, Sanja
announced the hosting of the U-
U-20 nationals at Nandini Nagar in
the Gonda district of Uttar Pradesh in
December 2023.

Starting from 2023, several ace
wrestlers like Vinesh Phogat, Sakshi
Malik and Bajrang Punia spearhead-
el protests against WFland its former
president Brij Bhushan Singh. alleg-
ing Iuim of sexual assault.

In August 2023, United World
Wrestling (UWW) put a ban on WFT
as it fuiled to organise elections with-
in a stipulated time following accu-
sations of sexual harassment and
protests against ex-president Brij
Bhushan Singh by top wrestlers Ba-
Jrang Punia; Vinesh Phogat and Sak-
shi Malik. An ad hoe committee by the
International Olympic Assoaation
(I0A) was putin place.

In late Dévember clections
were held, and Sanjay Singh was
elected as the new president of WFL
However, the wrestlers protested
against his election, saying he wasan
aide of ex-president  Brij
Bhushan.Days after the elections, the
Ministry <u<pcndcd the federation
again, adecision that came after San-

jay had announced the hosting of the

U-15 and U-20 nationals at Nandini
Nagar in the Gonda district of Uttar
Pradesh by the end of the year.

23

and platform willb tted
for stakeholders to repori cases of age
fraud anonymously. Additionally, a
reward system will be implemented to
encourage and incentivize whistle-
blowers to come forward with genuine
reports.

Ammnesty Program for Self-Disclosure:
A one-time amnesty window of six
months will be provided, allowing

apy by the National Sports
Federations (NSFs) for each
competition, and are responsible for
ensuring strict adherence to the
provisions of the Code. Their primary
duties include verifving age-related
decumentation, overseeing  the
complia process, identifying and
preventing age fraud, -and promptly
reporting any vialations,

India finishes Day 2 of Special
Olympics World Winter Games with
5 medals, medal tally rises to 9

New Delhi

Building on thefr successful streak from
the opening day, Indian athletes once
again showcased outstanding per-
formances on the second day of the Spe-
cial Olympics World Winter Games
2025. With two gold, two silver, and one.
hronze medal secured across two sport-
ing disciplines on Wednesday, India’s
total medal connt in the tournament
has now reached nine, as perthe Spe-
cial Olympics Bharat press ielease.

Snowboarding, which brought India
four medals on the opening day of the
tournament, added two more accolades
to the tally on Wednesday. Bharti (di-
vision F25) elinchied a gold medal in the
Novice Slalom Final, while Harshita
Thakur (division F26) secured a bronze
in the sameevent. This marks Bharti's
second gald medal in the tournament,
while Harshita had previously won asil-
ver on the inaugural day.

The Indian contingent also made its
mark in Alpine Skiing, securing one
gold and two silver medals in the dis-
cipline. Nirmala Devi (division Fo6)
clinehed gold while Radha Devi (divi-
sion Foi) earned silver'in the Inter-
mediate Giant Slalom Final. Mean-
while, Abhishek Kumar, (division
Moz), daimed silver in the Noviee Gi-
ant Slalom Final, further adding to In-

dia's impressive tally.

Anoop Kumar Sharma, India’s head
coach for Snowboarding, praised the
athletes' efforts and performances in the
tournament, stating, "Wi
proud that ourathletes have kicked off
the Special Olympics World Winter
Games campaign on such a successful
note. We have already secured nine
medals, six of them in Snowboanding.
“Their hard work is paying off, and
they are determined to further boost
this medal tally, aiming to break records
and bring home a historic number of
medals,”

The Special Olympics World Winter
Games Turin 2025 featured over 1,500
athletes from 102 countries. While the
total number of sporting disciplines be-
ing played at the tournament is eight,
the Indian contingent is participating
in six events- Snowbaarding, Snow-
shoeing, Alpine Skiing, Speed Skating,
Floorball-and Cross Country Skiing,

The ry of Youth Affairs and Sports
will oversee compliance by requiring
NSTs and the Sports Autherity of (SAI)
to regularly submit detailed compliance
reports, thereby ensuring accountability
and adherence toestablished guidelines.

Draft NCAAFS will be applicable to all
athletes, coaches, officials,
administrators, and support personnel
mwolvedin recognized National Sports
Federations (NSFs), Sports Authority of
india (SAD), Sports Control Boards
managed by Central Government
departments and Central Publie Sectar
Undertakings (PSUs) and NGOs,
NSPOs, public/private agencies, and
institutions ~ promoting  sports

development.

The draft NCAAFS provides that
States/UTs may eitheradopt this policy
or use this as a model framework to
develop their own policy for promoting
uniformity nationwide.

India drawn in Group D with
Indonesia, Denmark and England

Xiamen
The Indian badminton team is
grouped alongside Indonesia, Den-
mark and England for the Bad-
mintan World Federation (BWF)
Sudirman Cup Finals 2025 which
will be held in Xiamen, China from
April 27to May 4,

The draws were announced on
Thursday, as per Olympies.com.
Sudirman Cup is an international
mixed team competition held every
two years

Each tie in the competition fea-
tures five matehes, one each of men's
singles, women's singles, men's dou-
bles, women's doubles and mixed
doubles.

A total of 16 teams will be taking
part in the 19th edition of the tour-
nament. Four seeded teams were
placed in separate groups during
the draw and defending champions
and hosts China are top seeds in
group A,

Indonesia, South Korea and Japan
are seeded second, thivd and fourth,
respectively.
sompeting teams include de-
fending champions, tournament
hosts and top-performing sides in

Asian and European mixed team

continental championships. India
made it to the Sudirman Cup 2025
based on their rankings.

Winners from mixed team conti-
nental championships of Afr
Oceania and Pan America also se
cured their spots in the tournament.

Furthermore, China gualified both
as hosts and reigning champions,
giving Asia an additional qualifying
berth.

With 13 title wins, China is the
most successful team in the
Sudirman Cup history. South Korea
have four titles while Indonesia have
one title to their name.

India produced its best results in
the Sudirman Cup in 2011 and 2017,
reaching the quarterfinals. In the last
edition, India was eliminated in the
group stage, losing to Malaysia and
Chinese Taipei.

BWF Sudirman Cup Finals 2025
draw: All groups-Group A: China,
Hong Kong China, Thailand, Algeria-
Group B: South Korea, Chinese
Taipei, Canada, Czechia-Group C:
Japan, Malaysia, France, Australia-
Group D: India, Indonesia, Den-
mark, England.

Joshua Kimmich commits future at Bayern
Munich, signs contract extension till June 2029

Munich
Joshua Kimmich has signed a contract
extension with FC Bayern Munich,
which will keep him at the club until
June 30 2029, the cub side's official
website reported.

This summer will mark the 10-year
anniversary of the 3o-year-old at the
club. During this period, Kimmich has
waoi eight Bundesliga titles, the Cham-
pions League and the FIFAClub World
Cup.

Kimmich joined Der Rekordmeister
ahead of the 2015/16 season from VIB
Stuttgart following a two-year spell at
RB Leipzig. In 429 competitive ap-
pearances for Bayvern Munich, he has
seored 43 goals and régistered 115 as-
sists.

Various reports suggested that Kim-
mich's time in Germany was nearing its
end, with FC Barcelona and Arsenal
among the clubs showeasing their in-
terest in acquiring the defensive mid-
fielder.

However, his recent contract exten-
sionwill keep him with Germany's top
side. After signing the contrict exten-
sion, Kimmich revealed the reason be-
hind his decision.

"At FC Bayern | have the best envi-
ronment to achieve my sporting goals.
That is what my decision was based on.
For me at the moment, there is no bet-
ter package of team-mates, coaching

fand club environment in order to
achieve maximum success. T feel at
home here, and I am not finished yet."
Kimmiich said in a statement released
by the cl
Herbert Hmua FC Ba\ampnsukm
expressed his dehg]\i on Kimmich's
contract extension and said, "Compli-
ments o our sporting management and
our beard. FC Bayern needs players
who not only bear the shirt but also re-
sponsibility - onand off the pitch. And
Joshua Kimmich is one of those play-
ers”
Jan-Christian Dreesen, CEO, added,
"We are delighted thatJoshua Kinmmich

will continue his journey at FC Bayern.
e is someane who always leads from
thefront. be itat the chub or: nany
hunger isunbroken, as we

caplail
saw again in the Champions League
round of 16, His determination and his
commitment embody what FC Bayern
stand for. He should be the bridge be-
tween our eurrent generation and a new

era”

In the international eircuit, Kim-
mich has 7 caps for the German na-
tional team since is debut in May 2016.
He netted seven goals and wore the eap-
tuin's armband for his country last
vear.

Young Jyoti Singh shares her senior debut experience at FIH Hockey Pro League

New Delhi

Jyoti Singh made her senior India
debut at the FIH Hockey Pro League
2024/25 (Women). The 20-year-
old played in four of India’s match-
es, including their remarkable win
against Waorld No. 1, the Nether-
lands,

"Listening to the national anthem
echo in the stadium when I made my
debiit was truly a special feeling
that T wiil never forget. My overall
e\pnneme was very good, especial-
Iy our win over the Netherlands on
the last day. it felt good to help the
team achieve something big sur-
rounded by all the senior players,”
she sald, as quoted from Hockey In-
dia.

Talking about the events leading
up to her first game, she said, "1 got
to know that I was debuting against
Spain the night before the match. 1
had butterflies in my stomach and
couldn't sleep. The senior players

helped me calm down the mext
morning at breakfast.”

"Sushila Chanu (di) told me to
play freely and that there was no

pressure on me and that the senior

players would support me. Savita di
told me 10 not take any risks and just
listen to her throughout the match.

This really stuck with me and helped
me in the tournament,” she added.
Jyoti had just returned from the
Hockey India League season with
Delhi SG Pipers when she learned
she had made the senior squad.

"I didn’t expect to be selected so
soon. We had started preparing for
senior nationals when I got to know.
1called my parents toinform them,
and they were veryhappy,” she smd.,

Jyati's sporting roots are engraved
in her family. Her father, Dheeraj
Singh, is a former athlete and has
represented India internationally.
He introduced her to sports when
she used to go running with him in
her early rs. Jyoti's connection
with Hockey. however, began
through her cousin, Anuja Singh,
who currently plays for Central Rail-
ways.

"My cousin used to play hockey,
When she used to come home dur-
ing summer vacation, I used to feel

like playing hockey after hearing
about it from her. So in 2015, |
held the stick for the first time when
1 went to the same academy (MP
anen Hockey Academy, Gwalior)

Talking .Jhuul her game, Jyoti
said, "I need to be quicker. Playing
the HIL and the Pro League has
made me realise that I need to be
faster to keep ap with the interna-
tional attackers. T also need to feed
the ball better, something that
Sushila di does very well. 1 look up
to her since she is a very experienced
defender. The way she works and
from the back

v
Captain of the junior squad and led
her side to a gold medal at the Jun-
ior Women's Asia Cup in December
of last year. Now, Jyoti has returned
to junior camp and is set on winning
another medal for her country.
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star Alin Bhatt is now gear-
ing up for yet anather mil
stone on the international
stage:

The

The ‘Raazi’
actress
hasof-

has officially con-

firmed that s

e will be

making her debut at the
prestigious Cannes Film

Festival 2025

, joining the

Indian icons who have
graced the red carpet

in previous
years.

Bol-
lywood

Mumbai

Bolly-
Ad
star

Alia  Bhatt
gears up to
celebrate
her 3znd
birthday
wan March
15, she
nurked the
oceasion
with a spe-
cial pre.

birthday
celebration.
The event, held

‘Seven Sisters), starring Eliz-
abeth Olsen, with Sean
Durkin set to direct.
.\umthng to Deadline,
the proje ch comes
from executive producers

Washington

has
pilotor-

der to the
drama

union for Olsen and Durkin,
who previously collaborated
on the award-winning 2011
film "Martha Marcy May

(,IJIIIIHUIH |[\H" with a
woiee no one elsecan hear,
forcing her lurge, tight
knit family to confront
long-buried seerets
The pilot, written by Ar
bery, is produced by FX
Productions and marks

Basch's fifth series for the

network,  following
D ‘Reservition
Dogs’, ‘What We Do in

. and the

upeoming “Tulsa' noir
drama starring Ethan
Hawke.

Gerwig's

asit begins cist-

ing for its highly
anticipated ‘Chronicles of
Narnia' film. with sources
revealing that Daniel Craig
has been offered 4 role in
the upcoming adaptation.

Although it is still early in
the deal-making proc
thie potential casting marks
an exciting development
for the film, which is being

cially
confirmed
that she will be

abead of the big day, was
miade even more memorable
by her hushand, Ranbir
Kapoor, who joined her in
the eclebrations.

Dressed i inanel elegant pas
tel kurta, Alia cut a beauti-
fally devorated birthday cake
s Ranbir playfully smeared
some on her nose before
giving hera sweet kiss,

The couple then posed for
pietures with the paparaez,
creating a heartwarming
moment for their fans,

However, beyond the cel-
ebrations i
took the opportun
sh'lmsummmmupdm\_ on
his upeoming films, inchud-
ing Ayan Muker]

Leela

and
HllJl]lJlJ s ‘Love & War'

Sanjay

Calking out  the
much-anticipated second

Elizabeth Olsen, Sean Durkin
set to reunite for ‘Seven
Sisters’ drama pilot

Olsen, who is set to star
alongside Alicia Vikander
in Fleur Fortune's feature di-
rectorial debut “The Assess-
ment’, us well as Miles Teller
and Callum Turner in the
Az4 romantic comedy Frer-
nity’, which she ulso execu-
tive produces, is currently in
production on the Warner
Bros thriller ‘Panic Careful-
1y opposite Julia Roberts.

Arbery, a playwright and
sereenwriter from Texas, is
known for has work on
HBO's 'Suceession’, for
which he won the WGA
Award for Episodic Drama,

He has also co-written the
sevesnplay for the upcoming

film ‘Sacrifice’, directed by
Romain Gavras and star-
riug Ch ns and Anya
‘Taylor-Joy.

Durkin, whomost recent-
Iy write, directed, and pro-
tlm'cl “The Iron Claw for
etto adapt and di-
rect r’l‘u[l(l . which will
star Savirse Ronan and
Austin Butler.

directed by Greta Gerwig,
agcording to Deadline.

While it remains uncer-
tdin whether Craig will ul-
timately join the project,
the actor has réportedly
received an offer. sparking
excitement among

The specifics of Craig’s
role in the movie are not
yet clear.

As per Deailine, soure
have emphasized that d
cussions are in the early
stages, and it is sull un-

making her debut at the
prestigions Cannes Film Fes-
tival 2025, joining the Indi-
an jcons who have graced
the red carpet in previous
vears.

During a recent media in-
teraction in Mumbai, Alia
shared the exciting news,
“I am looking for-

78th Cannes Film
Festival, which will take
place from May 13 to May
24, 2025, has long been a
celebrated event for Indian
stars. Over the years, per-
sonalities like Aishwarya Rai
Bachehan, Deepika
Padukone, and Sonam
Kapoor have been regular at-
tendes

Now

ia is set 1o add

Ranbir Kapoor
confirms ‘Brahmastra
2’ is in the works

instalment of
the “Brah-
mastra'
trilogy,
Runbir
con -
firmed
that the
film is
very
much in
t h e
pipeline.
"Brah-
mastra 2 is
something
that Ayan has
been nurtur-
ing as a
dream for a
very  long
time-Brah-
mastra, the
entire story
of Brah-
mastri.

Alia Bhatt to make her
Cannes debut in 2025

her name to this illustrious
list. Alia made a stunning de-
but at the 2024 Met Gala,
where she captivated sudi-
encey in a breathtaking

The pastel-hued ensem-
ble, adormed with intricate
embellishments and featur-
ing a dramatic 23-foot-long
truin, paid homage toherin-
didn heritagewhile embtac-
ing « modemn, global nes-
thetic The announcement
came as Alia celebrated an
early birthday with the press
ahead of her 32nd birthday
on March 15

She was joined by her bus
band, actor Ranbir Kapoor,
asshe cuta cake and posed
for pictures with the pa-
parazzi

We are putting together
a team: Aamir Khan on

'Mahabharata' movie

d actor

and  producer

Aamir Khan has

ften spoken
ahout his long-held dream
of making a film on the
Mahabhatat. And Khan re-
cently econfirmed that heis
putting together a team
for the same.

Speaking during a media
interaction ahead of his
birthday on Thursday,
Khan said, "We are just
starting with the writing
process. We are putting
together a team. We are
still fleshing out \hllT 50
let’s see how that goes.”

The actor had earlier
wld Galatta Plus that he
was alittle scared to make
the movie, "When you are
making a filnr on Mahab-

forming a vagya. It is not
Jjust a film, it iy so much
more. And, that is why |
am not ready for it yet. I
am scared of bringing it
out. Mahabharat will nev-
er let you down, but you
may Jet down Mahab-
harat.” Khan ilso said that
e, dirsctor Rajkumar San-
toshi and Salman Khan
have been talking nbout a
seqyel to their cult classic,
Andaz Apna Apna Tlu
topic was brought up dur-
ing Khan's birthday bash.

Aamir Khan, who turns i
year older on March 14,
last appeared in the For-
rest Gump remake, Laal
Singh Chaddha, which
failed to connect with the
audienee.

Ranbir, Alia request paparazzi to
not click daughter Raha s pictures

Mun

n the aftermath of the

attack on Saif Ali Khan

at his residence early

this year. Bollywood

star couple Ranbir Kapoor

anid Alia Bhatt on Thursday

requested the media not to

click photos of their daugh-
ter Raha

In.mlmnn.m m

ty nﬂhc.ﬁtvm W 1lfi|dd‘l|.d.
"It might sound like a
privilege problem, but as
parents, we are trving to
protect our child 3
will do whatever we can.
“Today, everybody who
has a phone; can post any-
thing, and that can qnmd
like wildfire, so that'snot in
our control You (paparazzi)
arelike aur fumily, sowe
only request you, and you
can help us achieve that,”
Ranbir told reporters here.
When asked if the “Ani-
mal” star would take action

known whethe

er Craig will

her suceess with films like

‘Lady Bird® and ‘Little

Women,” is set to direct

Lewis’

les of Nar-

nia” series for the big
sereen,

This project is poised to
bea fresh take on the clas-
sic fantasy saga.

Production is set to begin
later this year, though ad-

comply with their request, he
replied in the negative.

“I ' was born in Mum}
and you all are fam
not that we will take the le-
gal route. Whenever we re-
quest you (media) orwe give
whitt you guys want (refer-
ring to pictures), we give
our word to each other. [l'z
not like we will file the case,”

id.
“We don't want to push

Daniel Craig in talks to join Greta
‘Chronicles of Narnia’ movie

ditional details about the
film remain scarce.

1o addition to Craig,
there are reports that
singer Charli 3
talks' for the re
“White Witch',

a central
character in the Narnia uni-
verse, according to Dead-
line. As previously report-
ed, Netflix's adaptation will

bring the warld of )
back to life, with the "'White
Witch' playing a pivotal
role in the storyline.

for any action, but if some-
one is repeatedly not ad-
hering, then there's no op-
tion,” added Alia

The couple officially in-
troduced Rahia to the media
during the Kapoor family’s
Christmasbrunch two years
ago,
t the meet-and-groet,
Ranbir also slammed the
paparazz for invading wife
Alia’s privacy backin 2023.

“Alin was on the balcony,

and someone had clicked a
photograph from someone
clse’s building, so that's a
wrong thing. It’s a line you
can't cross; you can't shoot
us in our house.

“I understand we are ac:
tors and there’s syme kind of
curiosity about an actor'’s
life, but there's a line that
you cannot cross. Beyond
that, you all are respectful,
and we both have known
vou for so many vears.” he
suid.

Atthe event, Aliaalso cut
abirthday cake in the pres-
ence of the media.

The privacy of celebrity
children has been a topic of
discussion in the era of secial
me

According to reports, Bol-
Iywood star Karvena Kapoor
Khan — who is Ranhir's
ed the pa-
phatos of
her sons —Taimur and.Jeh
— after her hushand Saif
njured multiple times
in & knife attack by an in-
truder in January.






