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Playing intense character
on screen is therapeutic, /X
says Esha Deol :

Canada slaps $20 bn retaliatory tariffs
on US as global trade war heats up

W Canada will impose USD 20.78 billion in retaliatory tariffs on the United States after US President Donald
Trump increased levies on steel and aluminium imports, according to a Canadian official.
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Ottawa
anada will impose
retaliatory tariffs

on U.S. imported
goods worth C$29.8 bil-
lion ($20 billion) effec-
tive on Thursday in re-
sponse to U.S. President
Donald Trump's steel
and aluminum tariffs,
Canada's Finance Min-
ister Dominic LeBlanc
said.

Trump's increased tar-
iffs on steel and alumi-
num imports took effect
on Wednesday as prior
exemptions, duty-free
quotas and product ex-
clusions expired, and as
his campaign to reorder
global trade norms in
favor of the U.S. gains
momentum.

Canada is the biggest
foreign supplier of steel
and aluminum to the
United States.

"We will not stand idly
by while our iconic steel
and aluminum indus-
tries are being unfairly
targeted," LeBlanc said.
He said Canada would
follow a dollar-for-dol-
lar retaliation approach.

Canada's retaliation
targets steel products
worth C$12.6 billion
and aluminum products
worth C$3 billion as well

as additional imported
U.S. goods worth C$14.2
billion for a total of
$29.8 billion. They will
go into effect at 12:
a.m. (0401 GMT) Thurs-
da;

y.

Products affected by
Canada's  counter-tar-
iffs include computers,
sports equipment, and
cast iron products, LeB-
lanc said at a news con-
ference.

These retaliatory tar-
iffs are on top of those
on C$30 billion worth of
U.S. goods Canada ini-
tially imposed on March

Trump's 25 tariffs on
all steel aluminum
imports go into effect

Washington

resident  Donald
Trump
increased

officially
tariffs
on all steel and alumi-
num imports to 25% on
Wednesday, promising
that the taxes would help
create US factory jobs
at a time when his see-
sawing tariff threats are
jolting the stock market
and raising fears of an
economic slowdown.

Trump removed all ex-
emptions from his 2018
tariffs on the metals, in
addition to increasing
the tariffs on aluminum
from 10%. His moves,
based off a February
directive, are part of a
broader effort to disrupt
and transform global
commerce.

The Republican pres-
ident has separate tar-
iffs on Canada, Mexico
and China, with plans
to also tax imports from
the European Union,
Brazil and South Korea

by charging “reciprocal”
rates starting on April 2.
The EU announced its

own countermeasures
on  Wednes Euro-
pean Commission Pres-

ident Ursula von der
Leyen said that as the
United States was “ap-
plying tariffs worth 28
billion dollars, we are
responding with coun-
termeasures worth 26
billion euros,” or about
$28 billion.

Those measures,
which cover not just
steel and aluminum
products but also tex-
tiles, home appliances
and agricultural goods,
are due to take effect on
April 1. Agency

4 in response to broader
tariffs from Trump.

"This is now the second
round of unjustified tar-
iffs leveled against Cana:
da and Canadian goods,
Foreign Minister Mel-
anie Joly said. "The ex-
cuse for the first round
was exaggerated claims
about our border... The
latest excuse is national
security, despite the fact
that Canadian steel and
aluminum add to Amer-
ica's securit

Joly she would
speak to U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio at

this week's G7 foreign
minister's meeting in
Quebec. She also said
she would coordinate
with European allies
to put pressure on the
United States.

Canadian officials are
expected to meet with
U.S. counterparts on
Thursday. Canadian
steel producer Algoma
Steel (ASTL.TO), opens
new tab has paused ex-
ports of steel from Can-
ada to the United States
until Thursday, pending
the meetings, the com-
pany's CEO Michael

Garcia said.

The escalation of the
U.S.-Canada trade war
oceurred as Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau
prepared to hand over
power this week to his
successor Mark Carney,
who won the leadership
race of the ruling Liber-
als on Sunday.

On Monday, Carney
said he could not speak
with Trump until he
was sworn in as prime
minister. Trump again
on social media said he
wanted Canada "to be-
come our cherished Fifty
First State.”

"I'm ready to sit down
with President Trump
at the appropriate time,
under a position where
there's respect for Ca-
nadian sovereignty and
we're working for a com-
mon approach, a much
more comprehensive ap-
proach for trade,” Car-
ney said while touring a
steel plant in Ontario.

"We are all going to
be better off when the
greatest economic and
security partnership in
the world is renewed, re-
Taunched," he said. "We
have a new government,
but the same commit-
ment."

India's Retail Inflation

B RS,

New Delhi: Subdued
food prices in February
pulled down retail infla-
tion below the Reserve
Bank's median target
of 4 per cent while the
country's manufactur-
ing sector pushed the
key factory output index
to 5 per cent in January,
showed data released
by the government on
Wednesday.

The sharp decline in
inflation has raised the
prospects for another
rate cut by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on
April 9. If RBI reduces
rate next month, it will
be the second rate cut
within two months.

Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI)-based retail
inflation slipped to sev-
en-month low of 3.61 per
cent in February main-
ly due to easing prices
of vegetables, eggs, and
other protein-rich items,
creating space for the
RBI to go for another
cut in interest rate next

BJP sweeps Haryana civic polls,

big setback for Congress

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

ess than six months
I after scoring a hat-

trick of wins in
Haryana Assembly elec-
tions, the ruling BJP
swept the civic polls in
the state on Wednesday,
bagging nine of the ten
mayoral seats.

In the outgoing mu-
nicipal corporations,
BJP had its mayors in
seven civic bodies.

The Congress, which
was looking to turn
around its electoral for-
tunes after suffering a
defeat in the 2024 As-
sembly polls, failed to
open its account. The
opposition party lost in
Sonipat, where it had its
mayor, and Rohtak, con-
sidered a stronghold of
its stalwart and former
chief minister Bhupin-
der Singh Hooda.

Seven of the ten candi-
dates who won the may-
or's post are women, six

India, Mauritius ink 8 pacts Modi
unveils 'MAHASAGAR' vision

Port Louis
ndia and Mauri-
tius on Wednesday
elevated their ties
to ‘enhanced strategic
partnership' and inked
eight pacts to boost ties
in several sectors, in-
cluding maritime secu-
rity, and promote trade
in local currencies, even
as Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi unveiled
an ambitious vision for
growth and security of

the Global South.

On the second and fi-
nal day of his two-day
trip to Mauritius, Modi
graced the national day
celebrations of the island
nation as the chief guest
and announced a raft of

development projects for
the strategically-located
country.

Following talks with his

Mauritian  counterpart

Navinchandra Ramgool-
am, Modi announced
India's new vision for
Global South and named
it "MAHASAGAR" or

"Mutual and Holistic Ad-
vancement for Security
and Growth Across Re-
gions", a policy approach
that came against the
backdrop of China's re-
lentless attempts to ex-
pand its infl in the

of them from the ruling
BIP.

Celebrations erupted
in the BJP camp after
the results, with party
leaders in Chandigarh
and other districts dis-
tributing sweets. There
were early Holi festiv-
ities as jubilant BJP
members applied 'gulal’
(colour) to each other.

Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi said the victory
is an expression of peo-
ple's unwavering faith in
the development works
of the state government
headed by Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini.

"I want to assure peo-
ple of the state that we
will spare no effort in
fulfilling their expecta-
tions and aspirations,"
he said on X.

The hard work of the
party's dedicated work-
ers played a big role in
this grand victory, he
said, praising their ef-
forts.

Chief Minister Saini
said people have put
their stamp of approval
on the works and poli-
cies of the BJP govern-
ment and formed a "tri-
ple-engine government"”
that will work at a fast
pace to realise the re-
solve of "developed Har-
yana-developed India".

Independent  candi-
date Inderjeet Yadav
was the only non-BJP
nominee to win a may-
oral seat. She was elect-
ed from Manesar, where
municipal elections were
held for the first time.

The six women BJP
candidates who won the
mayoral posts are from
Gurugram, Faridabad,
Karnal, Panipat, Ambala
and Yamunanagar.

Agency

Pakistan train attack 190 passengers

rescued some hostages dead

Karachi/Islamabad
ecurity forces on
Wednesday res-
cued 190 passen-

gers from a hijacked
train, killing at least 30
militants in Pakistan's
restive Balochistan, as
they battled to free the
remaining 1 Se-

Indian Ocean.

"We are committed to
extend full cooperation in
the security of Mauritius'
Exclusive Economic Zone,"
the prime minister said.

In the meeting, Modi
reiterated India's contin-
ued support and assis-
tance to Mauritius in aug-
menting its defence and
security needs given the
shared objectives of the
two nations in the region.

Agency

curity sources said that
some of the hostages
were dead.

The Jaffar Express,
carrying some 400 pas-
sengers in nine coaches,
was going from Quetta
to Peshawar when mili-
tants derailed it using ex-
plosives and hijacked it.

The Baloch Liberation
Army claimed responsi-
bility for the attack on
Tuesday when they said
they killed six soldiers.

no confirmation from
the Pakistani authorities
on casualties.

According to defence
sources, the operation
of the security forces
against the terrorists has
entered its final stages. A
large number of hostage
passengers, including

women and children,

who were being used
as human shields, have
been rescued.
They added that the
number of the passen-
gers, who were killed
at the beginning of the
attack, was being deter-
mined.
Agency

drops to 3.6

1% in Feb

m [ndia's retail inflation
eased t0 3.61% in Feb-

ruary, driven by lower
vegetable and protein
prices, paving the way
for a possible interest
rate cut by the Re-
serve Bank of India.

month.

The headline inflation
was at 4.26 per cent in
January and 5.09 per
cent in February 2024.
The previous low was
witnessed in July.

The CPT has been in the
comfort zone of the RBI
since November 2024.

The RBI, which has
been mandated to en-
sure retail inflation re-
mains at 4 per cent (+/-
2 per cent), has reduced
the short-term lending
rate (repo) by 25 basis
points last month on
easing concerns on the
inflation front.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Over 500
Indians rescued
from scam
centers in
Myanmar

= Bangkok

The Indian Embassy
here in close coordi
tion with its counterpart
at Yangon in neighbour-
ing Myanmar has en-
sured repatriation of 549
Indians after rescuing
them from scam centres
operating in areas near
the Myanmar-Thailand
border, officials said on
‘Wednesday.

nation-
were repatriated
through Mae Sot in
Thailand to India on
March 10 and 11 by two
special flights, according
to the Indian Embassy
in Thailand.

“This is part of Gov-
ernment of India’s sus-
tained efforts to secure
release and repatriation
of Indian nationals who
were lured with fake job
offers and were made to
work in scam-centres in
the neighbouring coun-
tries of Thailand,” the
Embassy said in a post
onX.

Larlier on Tuesday,
the Indian Embassy at
Yangon said in a post
on X: “In coordination
with Myanmar's Union
authorities and local
groups, 283 Indian na-
tionals at scam com-
pounds in the Myawad-
dy area of Myanmar
were released and repat-
riated yesterday through
Mae Sot in Thailand.
Strongly reiterate our
advice against such job
offers.” Agency

Indian
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India’s

Retail Inflation
drops to
3.61% in Feb
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The central bank is
scheduled to announce
the next set of bi-month-
ly monetary policy on
April g.

A significant decline
in headline inflation and
food inflation during
February has been main-
ly attributed to decline
in inflation of vegetables,
egg, meat and fish, puls-
es and products, and
milk and products.

Key items having low-
est year-on-year infla-
tion in February were
ginger (-35.81 per cent),
jeera (-28.77 per cent),
tomato (-28.51 per cent),
cauliflower (-21.19 per
cent), garlic (-20.32 per
cent).

On the other hand, top
items with highest in-
flation were coconut oil
(54.48 per cent), coco-
nut (41.61 per cent), gold
(35.56 per cent), silver
(30.89 per cent), and
onion (30.42 per cent).

The second set of data
released by the National
Statistics Office (NSO)
showed that the growth
in TIndex of Industri-
al Production (TIP), a
measure of performance
of industries, accelerat-
ed to 5 per cent in Janu-

ary 2025, driven by a re-
bound in manufacturing
activity.

The government has
also revised the Decem-
ber 2024 industrial out-
put figure to 3.5 per cent
from the provisional
estimate of 3 2 per cent
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ICMR should study more about air pollution
suggest ways to handle ill-effects: Par panel

New Delhi

Parliamentary
Committee  has
ecommended the

Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR)
come up with an effec-
tive plan to study more
about the ill-effects of
air pollution and suggest
ways to counter its ad-
verse effects.

In its report present-
ed in Rajya Sabha on
‘Wednesday, the depart-
ment related  Parlia-
mentary Standing Com-
mittee on Health and
Family Welfare said air
pollution was thought of
as a threat in a handful
of big cities like Delhi
earlier. "But now, even
small towns are affect-
ed."

It recommended for-
mulating a policy or
programme keeping in
view the findings of "The
impact of air pollution
on deaths, disease bur-
den, and life expectancy
across the states of In-
dia; the Global Burden
of Disease Study 2017".

The committee reck-
oned air pollution as a
health hazard that has
emerged as a major chal-

lenge. In the report, the
panel stated that the ef-
forts initiated by ICMR
to study the health im-
plications of air pollu-
tion are taken note of.

"However, it is appar-
ent that we have rather
unchartered paths to
travel in this direction.
Earlier, air pollution was
thought of as a threat in
a handful of big cities
like Delhi. But now, even
small towns are affect-
ed," it said.

The committee un-
derlined that the con-
trolling air pollution
warrants  multi-agency
involvement and needs
intervention to ensure
interdepartmental/or-
ganisational coordina-
tion through an institu-
tionalised structure.

"The Committee rec-
ommends that DITR-IC-
MR (Department of
Health Research)should
come up with an effec-
tive plan to research

Why UP finance minister
Khanna remains unmarried
CM blames LPG shortages in past

Lucknow
Yogi
'

released in the p
month.

‘The expansion in IIP
was at 4.2 per cent in
January 2024.

In the April-January
period this fiscal year,
the TIP grew 4.2 per eent,
slower than 6 per cent
recorded in the year-ago

periad.
The  manufacturing
sector's output grew

5.5 per cent in Janu-
ary 2025, up from 3.6
per cent in the year-ago
month.

Mining  production
growth declined to 4.4
per cent from 6 per cent
year-on-year.

Power output growth
slowed to 2.4 per cent in
January 2025 from 5.6
per cent a year ago.

Industry body Asso-
cham said the core mac-
ro number shows im-
provement in the midst
of global tariff turmoil
and would help India
deal with the emerging
challenges with confi-
dence.

"The drop in CPI, well
below the RBI's target
of 4 per cent, would
not only boost consum-
er demand, but would
also help reduce cost of
production for India Inc
and result in improve-
ment in corporate bal-
ance sheet," said Asso-
cham President Sanjay
Navar.

He said falling infla-
tion should also help the
RBI to further cut policy
interest rate.

ICRA Chief Economist
Aditi Nayar said the CPT
inflation declined sharp-
er than expected to a
seven-month low, ap-
preciably below the mid-
point of the RBI's Mone-
tary Policy Committee's
medium-term  target
range, led by a welcome
cooling in food inflation.

"However, we believe
that the sequential up-
tick in vegetables infla-
tion in March 2025 is
likely to prevent a fur-
ther softening in the food
and beverages inflation
print in the month, after
the substantial cooling
seen over the past four
nionths." she said.
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Chief  Minister
Aditvanath on W

day took a lighthearted
dig at Suresh Khanna,
suggesting that his cabi-
net colleague did not get
married to avoid being
beaten with 'belan’ if he
failed to get a gas cylin-
der for his home.

Adityanath was speak-
ing at an event here for
the distribution of subsi-
dies for refilling cooking
gas cylinders under the
Centre's Ujjwala scheme.

Khanna, who is 71 and
unmarried, took the
CM's remarks in good
humour as the audience
burst into: laughter. He
holds twa key portfolios
-~ finance nnrfpmlun\en-
tary s -~ in the Ut-
tar Pradesh government.

ecalling the difficul-

ties of obtaining a gas
connection in the past,
Adityanath, in a hght-
er vein, said that many
people chose to remain
unmarried to avoid the
domestic repercussions
of running out of cook-
ing gas.

Pointing towards
Khanna, the CM quipped,
"Khanna ji is sitting here.
Poor guy! He knew that
if guests arrived durin,
festivals and the gas cyl-
inder ran out, it would
be an embarrassment.
How would one cook fes-
tive dishes? That's why
people used to worry.

Adityanath, who
shares a close rapport
with Khanna, further

I——

remarked, "Earlier, ﬂ].e—B

situation was such that
getling a gas connection
or a cylinder was nearly
impossible. Many peo-
ple knew they wouldn't
get a gas connection,
and at home, they would
get beaten up with ‘be-
lan' (rolling pin). So.
some  decided not to
marry at all.”

The CM recalled how

people who went out to
arrange for gas cylin-
ders either faced police
action if they tried to
use political influence or
had to endure scolding
at home.
"If you tried to act like
a neta (leader) and get
a cylinder, the police
would beat you with
their batons. If not
that, then you would
get scolded at home. To
avoid both, some stayed
unmarried." he added.

During  the event,
Adityanath announced a

subsidy for 1.86 crore el-
igible families under the
Ujjwala Yojana.

Under the scheme, Rs
1,890 crore was directly
transferred to benefi-
ciaries' bank accounts
as subsidy, the CM said.
e distributed symbolic
cheques to 10 women
beneficiaries.

“Earlier, the gas con-

nection was available

by paying a bribe. Now,
being

the cylinder is

on Holi and Diwali," he

This time, Ioli and
Ramzan are coinciding.
everyone will  benefit
from it and celebrate the
festivals with joy and en-
thusiasm,” Adityanath
said.

He also said the "dou-
ble-engine” government
is committed to the wel-
fare of the underprivi-
leged.

Agency

more about the ill effects
of air pollution and make
available ways to coun-
ter its adverse effects,"
the panel said, stating it
must be intimated ahout
the action taken in this
regard.

The committee also
took inte consideration
the observation of the
Emission Gap Report
2020 UN Environment
Programme which has
observed that India has
seen over 6 per cent

Inits report presented
in Rajya Sabha on
Wednesday, the
department related
Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on Health and Family
Welfare said  air
pollution was thought
of as a threat in a
handful of big cities
like Delhi earlier.

But now, even small
towns are affected.” I

more Green llouse Gas
Emission than previous
year.

"The committee,
therefore, feels that it is
high time for India to es-
tablish an Environmen-
tal Health Regulatory
Agency for Comprehen-
sive and Cohesive Envi-
ronmental Governance
to control detrimental
health effects of expo-
sure to air, water and
soil pollutants to prevent
wide range of non-com-
municable diseases,” it
said.

It recommended the
Department of Health

Research (DHR) to un-
dertake a detailed study
of the report and come
forward with necessary
course of research to
overcome the challeng-
es as highlighted in the
report.

As far as the ICMR
findings on Covid is con-
cerned, the committee
stated the agency should
proactively continue to
play therole of dispelling
misconceptions  about
health-related matters
through their well-docu-
mented research.

Studies of social rele-
vance may be taken up
suo motu and the re-
search findings be pub-
lished in lucid language
discernible to the mass-
es for their knowledge
and keen faith.

Taking note that the
study about sudden
Cavid deaths published
in the Indian Journal
of Medical Research,
the committee suggest-
ed the DHR should give
wider publicity to the
outcomes of such stud-
ies in the public interest
through social media
platforms, community
newsletters, blogs, ete.

Dinner meeting of first-time Karnataka
MLAs sparks speculation curiosity

Bengaluru

The dinner meeting of
about sixty first-time
MLAs from various par-
ties has sparked spec-
ulation and curiosity
in Karpataka's political
circles,

The gathering, attend-
ed by first-time MLAs
from the BIP, JD(S),
and Congress on Tues-
day night, was organised
under the aegis of Chan-
nagiri Congress MLA
Basavaraju V Shivagan-
ga, Mandya Congress
MLA Ravikumar Gowda
(Ravi Ganiga), and Gur-
mitkal JD(S) MLA Sha-
rana Gowda Kandakur.

Although there has
been speculation link-
ing this meeting to the
ongoing power struggle
within the ruling party
in the state, as well as to
a possible caste-based
political alignment—the
organigers downplayed
it—stating that they
met purely for a meal
and had been casually
holding such gatherings
during every Assenibly
session, whether in Ben-
galuru or Belagavi.

State BJP president
and first-time MLA from
Shikaripura, B Y Vijay-
endra, is also said to
have attended the din-
ner meeting,

"This is not the first
such gathering. 1t has
been about two years
since we won, and this
is the sixth or seventh
time we have met over a
meal. We, the first-time
winners—about sixty of
us—come together in a
non-partisan  manner,"
Ravi said, with Shiva-

ganga by his side.

peaking to reporters,
he added, "All of us meet
whenever the Assembly
session is on. If hav-
ing a meal together is

wrong, vou (the media)
will be invited next
time—without cameras—
§0 you can see for your-
selves what we discuss.”

‘When asked about the
timing of the meeting
amid the state's power
struggles, Ravi said that
any curiosity surround-
ing it was limited to the
media.

"We regularly meet
whenever there is a ses-
sion, whether in Ben-
galuru or Belagavi. We
met last time as well.
This time, Sharana Gow-

Kandakur wanted
to host, so Shivaganga
and 1 organised it. We
all came together and
enjoyed the food.
most all first-time MLAs
from the BJP, JD(S),
and Congress attended,
except for about ten of
them," he said.

Responding to a ques-
tion about the meeting
being linked to Shiva-
ganga's recent statement

Indrani Mukerjea seeks clarity on daughter Vidhi's status

B Mumbai
Indrani  Mukerjea, a
prime accused in the
Sheena Bora murder
case, on Wednesday
made a submission in
a special court seeking
clarity from the CBI on
whether her daughter,
Vidhi Mukerjea, has
heen dropped as a wit-
ness in the case, so that
she could meet her.

The request made
rhmugh her lawyer came

a day after the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) submitted a_list
of 69 witnesses, which
did not include Vidhi's
name.

The CBI asserted its
commitment to a speedy
trial but did not direct-
ly address the status of
Vidhi, the daughter of
Indrani and her former
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husband and co-accused
Sanjeev Khana, as a wit-
ness. The prosecution is
expected to present its
submissions on  Thurs-

ay,

Though the list didn't
mention Vidhi, the CBI
said, "these witness-
es will be examined on
priority basis and other
prosecution  witnesses
may be examined only
when there would be
need to keep in view the
testimony of aforesaid
witnesses”.

In 2022, when Vidhi
had sought permission
to meet her mother, the
CBI opposed the plea,
stating that she was an
important witness and
that her testimony had
yet to be recarded.

At the time, the spe-
cial court had rejected
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Vidhi’s plea, citing In-
drani’s bail conditions,
prohibited con-

which
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tact with witnesses yet
to be examined.
Indrani’s lawyer, Ran-
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jeet Sangle, told the
court that the CBI was
not -clarifying whether
Vidhi will be made a wit-
ness or not.

"] (Indrani) have not
been able to meet my
daughter, who wants to
stay with me and take
care of me. I am una-
ble to meet her. Let me
know if Vidhi is going
to be examined, so I can
meet her," Indrani stat-
ed in her submission
through lawyer.

"1 will dxe without be-
ing able to meet my
daughter... this is caus-
ing great prejudice to us
and inconvenience to
the court,” he added.

The murder of Sheena
Bora, Indrani’s daughter
from an earlier relation-
ship, was allegedly car-
ried out in April 2012,

that Deputy CM D K
Shivakumar would be-
come the Chief Minister
by December, Ravi dis-
missed any conneetion.
“These two things are
entirely unrelated. What
does this have to do with
us having food together?
This meeting was purely
about sharing a meal."

"Won't  politics  be
discussed when MLAs
meet? Naturally, it will
be, but not in the way
you (the media) are as-
suming. Since we are
all first-time MLAs, po-
litical experience can
only be gained through
discussions. We simply
talked about the issues
in each other's constitu-
encies,” he clarified.

Ravi also rejected
speculation that the din-
ner was a step toward
the political alignment
of dominant Vokkaliga
and Lingayat commu-
nities, given that the or-
ganisers belong to these
groups. "We only meet
for food," he reiterated.

Confirming Vijay-
endra’s presence, Ravi
said he attended the din-
ner for some time.

as witness

Bora, aged 24, was
allegedly strangled to
death by Indrani, her
driver Shyamvar Rai,
and her former hus-
band Sanjeev Khan-
na. Her body was then
burned and disposed
of in a forest in Raigad
district.

The crime came to
light in 2015 when Rai,
who later turned ap-
prover in the case, re-
vealed details following
his arrest in another

case.
Former media ex-
ecutive Indrani and

Khanna were arrested
in August 2015, and Pe-
ter Mukerjea, Indrani’s
ex-husband and media
baron, was arrested
three months later. All
the accused are current-
1y out on bail.
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Adoptinnovative
measures to
counter security
challenges:
Chief of Air Staff

Thlruvnnﬂnthapumm
Chief of Air Staff (CAS)
Air Chief Marshal A P
Singh visited the South-
ern Air Command (SAC)
on Wednesday for a
commanders'  confer-
ence, where he empha-
sised the need to adopt
innovative measures to
counter growing securi-
ty challenges.

The CAS was received
at the SAC headquarters
by Air Marshal B Mani-
kantan, Air Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, SAC,
with a ceremonial guard
of honour,

During his interaction
with the commanders of
Air Force stations under
the SAC, Air Chief Mar-
shal Singh highlighted
rhe impact of emergin

echnologies, the nee
for capability enhance-
ment, and the impor-
tance of harnessing hu-
man resources to their
full potential, a Defence
release said.

Singh also  under-
scored the hybrid nature
of future warfare, where
conflicts are expected to
span multiple domains,
the release added.

Syro-Malabar
church backs
BJP leader P C
George amid
'Love Jihad'
remarks row

Kottayam (Kerala
The influential Syro-Ma-
labar Church in Ker-
ala on Wednesday ex-
{nressed support for BJP

ader P C George, who
is facing criticism from
the Youth Congress and
key Congress ally, the
Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML), over
his claim that 400 girls
have heen lost to 'love ji-
had’ in Meenachil Taluk
alone.

In a statement, the
Syro-Malabar  Church
Public Affairs Commis-
sion said that George's
remarks regarding "drug
trafficking, love traps,
and terrorist activities”
at a conference organ-
ised in Pala under the
leadership of the Tem-
perance  Commission
of the Kerala Catholic
Bishops' Council (KCBC)
were based on facts.

It urged the central
and state governments
to conduct "a high-level
investigation" into the
issues raised by George,
ensuring the privacy and
security of the victims
and their families.

LOST & FOUND

1 Rijinder Kumar S/ Trlok Nath
Cthoprs Rio F-15123 PKT 16 secior
& Rahini Notth West Tlhi- 10085,
s bt lot DDA propenty paperon
Ny father name e Sh. Tlok math
chopra propurty. No DE-155.B-

OF Tugore Guden
110027 finder ple &
o comipct o SIS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ram kumar son of S Shiv shankar
L Ammy o, | Riflemur.
resident  of lermipur,
Febsil Darls District-Dhalpir,
herehy state en my aifidavie that
n the Army records my father's
nutie i Shiv shankar Singh and
my motliers fame |5 Urmila Bevi,
which is wiong Hence, my fithar's
qorest pame i sh“ <nanker and

Henek, these names should be
comested m my Amy records.

ess & Regbitration




News IN BRIEF

Delhi records
second hottest
day of year so far
at33.5degC

= New Delhi

Delhi experienced its sec-
ond hottest day of the year
so far on W day with

Woman 2 daughters found dead inside
room in Badarpur, police suspect suicide

B The three decomposed bodies were found after neighbours reported a foul smell emanating from their
residence, a police officer said, adding that no suicide note has been recovered from the house so far.

New Delhi

the maximum tempera-
ture settling at 33.5 de-
grees Celsius, 4.6 notches
ahove normal, according
to the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD).

The capital recorded its
hottest day of the year so
far on Tuesday as the mer-
cury soared to 34.8 de-
grees Celsius -- 6.4 notch-
es above normal.

The minimnm tempera-
ture on Wednesday set-
tled at 17.2 degrees Cel-
sius, 2.1 notches abave
normal. The humidity lev-
els in the city fluctnated
between 77 and 36 per
cent.

The IMD has forecast
partly cloudy skies on
Thursday with the possi-
bility of drizzle towards
the night. The minimum
and maximum tempera-
tures are expected to set-
tle around 18 degrees Cel-
sius and 34 degrees Cel-
sins, respectively.

Delhi's Air Quality In-
dex (AQT) stood at 228 in
the 'poor' category, ac-
cording to the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB).

An AQi between 0 and
50 is considered 'good',
51-100 'satisfactory’, 101-
200 'moderate’, 201-300
‘poor’, 301-400 'very poor"
and 401-500 'severe'.

GreNo Authority
makes special water
arrangements for Holi
Noida
The Greater Noida Au-
thority to supply water
three times on the ocea-
sion of Holi on Friday,
March 14, 2025.

As per the instructions
of the Greater Noida Au-
thority CEO NG Ravi Ku-
‘mar, water supply will be
made available three
times on the day of Holi
sa that the city residents
do not face any kind of
problem.

Greater Noida Author-
ity ACEO Prerna Singh
said that water supply will
be made in three phases
on March 14. On Holi,
water supply will be done
from 7:00 am to 9:30 am,
from 12:00 pm to 4:00
pm and then from 7;00
pm to9:30 pm.

1f there is water short-
age in any area, then wa-
ter will be supplied
through tankers. Along
with this, an appeal has
also been made to save
water. Grater Noida Au-
thotity CEO NG Ravi Ku-
mar has appealed to all
Greater Noida residents
to save water and not
waste it.

40-year-old

womian and her

two daughters

were found dead
at their home in southeast
Delhi’s Molarband on
Wednesday, with initial in-
vestigations suggesting
that they committed sui-
cide due to financial dis-
tress, police said.

The three decomposed
bodies were found after
neighbours reported afoul
smell emanating from their
residence, a police officer
said, adding that no suicide
note has been recovered
from the house so far.

Police received a PCR
call on Wednesday after-
noen from Molarband,
with the caller informing

that a strong odour was
coming from House Num-
ber 43 on the second floor
in street number 16, where
the mother and daughters
resided, he said.
Responding immediate-
1y, Assistant Commission-

[ TOPSTORY, Des, Teumsonv 13, Masc 2025

er of Police (ACP) and Sta-
tion House Officer,
Badarpur rushed to the
spot and found the bodies
of — Pooja (42), her 18-
year-old daughter, and her
younger daughter, aged
around 8-9 years --, he

Delhi Minister Focuses on
Eco- Frlendly Industrial Growth

New Delhi

Delhi industries minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa on
Wednesday instructed offi-
cials to focus on minimising
environmental harm from
industrial waste and boost-
ing industrial infrastruc-
ture in the dity.

Ina review meeting with
officers of the department,
the minister said he will
conduct weekly meetings
for prompt monitoring and
decision making, as per an
industries department
statement,

"Our governmentis fully
committed to ensure in-
dustrial growth while pro-
tecting the environment.
We are taking concrete
steps to minimise indus-
trial waste and improve in-
frastructure so that busi-
nesses can thrive responsi-
bly. Sustainable develop-
ment is the cornersione of
our Prime Minister's vision
for Viksit Delhi,” Sirsa, who
alsoholds the environment

portfolio, said.

The minister discussed
a proposed new industrial
policy, status of ongoing
greenfield projects, and em-
phasised on employment
generation and infrastrue-
ture development, it said.

A key focus of the meet-
ing was to minimise the
environmental impact of
industrial waste and en-
sure responsible waste
management practices, it
said.

The minister instructed
officials to expedite neces-
sary approvals and infra-

structure  development
while maintaining strict en-

added.

The three had white
foam coming out of their
mouths, suggesting the
consumption of a poison-
ous substance, a senior po-
lice officer said.

Initial observations sug-
gest that the bodies were
around four to five days
old. Preliminary inv
gations suggest financial
distress as a possible rea-
son behind the alleged sui-
cide, he said.

Locals informed that the
family had not paid rent for
the past two months, which
might have contributed to
their decision of allegedly
killing themselves, police
said.

The crime team was
called to the scene, and

forensic experts examined
the site for evidence. The
bodies have been sent for
postmortem which will
confirm the exact cause of
death, they said.

The officer said initial
investigation suggest that
Pooja was staying alone
with her and her

months,

He further said that po-
lice teams are also checking
CCTV footage to know
where the woman was last
seen and from where did
she purchase the poison-
ous substance.

"The bodies are totally in

husband has not been seen
for the last few years.

"We got to know that
her husband works as a
driver in Gurugram in
Haryana. Bit someone also
told us that he had died a
few months back. We are
verifying all the facts," the
officer said.

He said that investiga-
tion also suggest that her
daughters were not going
to school from last few

Fire-related deaths in
Delhi drop by 67.57 pcin
2025 as compared to 2024

New Delhi
Fire-related fatalities n the
national capital have seen a
sharpdecline in 2025, with a
67.57 percent reduction com-
pared to the same period in
2024, acordingtodata from
the Delhi Fire Services.

From January 1 to March
11, a total of 12 people lost
theirlives in fire incidents, 2
significarit drop from the 37
deaths recorded during the
same timeframe last year.

vi T

He also directed officials
to implement policies that
encourage new business-
es, thereby generating em-
ployment opportumities for
the people of Delhi.

The minister stressed the
need for the highest quali-
ty waste management, elec-
tricity supply, water avail-
ability, drainage systems,
and road infrastructure for
industrial zones to ensurea
smooth and sustainable in-
dustrial ecosystem.

Despite the decline, tragic
incidents continue to oceur.
On Tuesday, three men, in-
cluding two brothers, were
charred to death aftera mas-
sive fire gutted a makeshift
tent near AGCR Endlave at
Anand Vihar in East Delhi.

According to the data, the
Delhi Fire Services received
1,204 fire-related calls in
January 2024, resulting in 15
deaths, In February, g9z calls
were recorded, claiming 16
lives, while six more people
lost theirlivesin fireincidents

4 illegal Bangladeshi immigrants held for
running fake dollar exchange scheme

New Dethi

The Delhi Police have dis-
mantled a cheating syndicate
known as the ‘Dollar Gang’
with the arrest of four illegal
immigrants from
Bangladesh involved in mul-
tiple fraud cases, an official
said on Wednesday.

The gang operated in
structured teams, with
members assigned specific
roles: "Tez Baaz" lured vic-
tims, "Mistri" negotiated
deals, "Pagal’ swapped fake
currency for real money,

"Thekedar” financed apera-

Gangster charged Hons, ard “Pewmions” o
sured the gang's safety.

under MCOCA The case came to light

4 H when a complainant was

arrested in Delhi dpedof R ke

New Delhi dollar excl The

An alleged member of Sad-
dam Gauri-Salman Tyagi
gang charged in multiple
cases, induding MCOCA,
was arrested after cutting
the iron grill of his house,
Delli Police said on
Wednesday.

Accused Manish Mathotra
alias Sunny is a proclaimed
offender wanted for five
vears in connection with
‘multiple cases under MCO-
CA and other serious of-
fences, police said-

"Malhotrahas been a key
figurein the Saddam Gauri-
Salman Tyagi gang, respon-
sible for terrorising local
communities and engaging
inorganised crime. Over the
years, he evaded police by
frequently changing hisad-
dress and operating dis-
creetly.” Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Crime)
Satish Kumar said.

victim was npprnach ed at
Dhaula Kuan by an uniden-

tified man offering to ex-
change alarge number of US
dollar notes at a discounted
rate, the officer said.
“Tempted by the offer, the
complainant agreed to the
deal and met the accused at
Samrat Cinena in Shakur-
pur on February 16. Instead
of genuine currency, the vie-
tim was handed abag filled
with newspapers, handker-
chiefs, and soap bars dis-
guised as money," Deputy
Commissioner of Police

(Northwest) Bhisham Singh
said,

Following the complaint,
an FIR was lodged at Sub-
hash Place Police Station,
and a special team was
formed to investigate the
matter. After analyzing
CCTV footage and conduct-
ing technical surveillance,
investigators traced the ac-
cused to Dhundhahera vil-
lage in Gurugram, Haryania.

Awell-planned operation
led to the arrest of four key
mentbers of the gang, iden-
tified as Salim Khan (41)
from West Bengal, Ali
Hasan (36), previously in-
volved in a cheating case,
Kalam (28), a resident of
West Bengal, and Dholu
Sheikh (38), also previous-
ly involved in a cheating
case, the DCP said.

Delhi minister visits Janakpuri directs
officials to resolve people's issues

New Dethi

Delhi Home Minister
Sood on Wednesday visited
his Assembly constituency
Janakpuriand engaged with
the locals to understand
their concerns, officials saitl-

During the visit, Sood took
stock of civie concerns, in-
cluding those related to pow-
er supply, clean drinking
water, road and sewer main-
tenance, garbage disposal,
street lighting, and the pres-
ence of hanging electrical
wires in the area

"Asan MLA. it ismy duty
{o understand the problems
in my constituency and work

towards resolving them," he
said.

The area has been plagued
by several issues, including
water supply, sewage, bro-
ken roads, and unmanaged
electrical wires, which have

been "neglected for the past
11 years", Sood said-

"All four accused were
found to be illegal
Bangladeshi migrants us-
ing fake Aadhaar cards for
identification. The Delhi Po-
lice have informed the
UIDAT for Aadhaar cancel-
lation and the FRRO for de-
pumhnu pnxeedmg&

Singh said

Police qald they recov-
ered eight US dollar notes,
two Bangladeshi Taka notes,
Rs 40,300 in cash, two rolls
of newspaper used for de-
ception, and 11 mobile
phones from their posses-
sion. Police added that the
crackdown has helped solve
at least four cheating cases.
Further investigation is un-
derway to identify other
members and ensure the
deportation of the illegal mi-
grants.

until March 11 last year.

However, this year has
witnessed a notable drop in
both fire inciderits and casu-
alties.

"There has been a sharp
dedine in the namber of fire-
related calls and deaths HIl
March 1t. Our department
received 938 calls in January.
in which six peaple lost their
lives. In February, we han-
dled 1.076 calls, with two fa-
talities. By March 11, we had
received 455 calls, in which
four peoplelost theirlives,"a
senior Delhi Fire Services
official said.

According to the data, ato-
tal of 116 people lost their
livesinvarious fire-related in-
cidents in 2024. The break-
downis as follows: 16 people
lost their lives in January, 16
in February, 12 in March, 4 in
April, 7in M
in July, 5 in August, 3 in
September, 8 in October, 11
in November, and 4 in De-
cember.

Man held after his
video of rash driving
on busy road
circulates on social
media

Noida
A man was arrested aftera
video of him driving reck-
lessly in Noida's Sector 16
market was circulated on
social media, police said on
Wednesday.

The aceused, Sachin Ku-
mar Lohia, from New Delhi.
was seen in the video reck-
lessly driving through the
market, hitting multiple
parked motorcycles and
knocking down two people
onan Activa scooter before
fleeing the scene, they said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) Ram Badan
Singh said the incident oc-
curred when Lohia had gone
to a car market in Sector 16
to install speakers in his
Thar and got into an argu-
ment with a shopkeeper.

Delhi Police busts gang
which stole nearly 100
luxury cars in 10 months

"Itismowmy ibil New Delhi

ityto addressthemandpro-  Three members of a gang
vide relief to the people of  thatstole 9o to 100 high-end
Janakpuri,” Sood said. carsinjustio months were
During the minister's visit,  arrested from the national
residents of Chanakya Place  capital, Delhi Police said on
Part-2 raised concernsabout  Wednesday.

outdated tramformcrs, The accused have been

hanging electricit
inadequate street hghhrlg
and frequent power outages
in the area.

Sood met an elderly
woman from the area who
losther son last yearand was
struggling to receive her
‘pension.

identified as Monn, 45,
Vishal. 40, and the leader of
the gang, a 42-vear-old Ravi,
they said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Ankit Singh
said the thieves would steal
three specific car brands —
Hyundai Creta, Maruti Brez-

za, and Toyota Fortuner —
usually from outside parks
and gyms.

Police have so far recov-
ered five of the stolen cars,
he said.

The officer said the gang
operated in the early morn-
ing and used computers to
override the vehicles' secu-
rity systems.

The gang exploited mod-
ern On-Board Diagnostic
(OBD) technology, which
allows authorised lecl\m-

frame, the DCP said,

a p condition.
Crime teams will visit the
scene of erime again to col-
lect more evidence from
the spot. So far no assault
marks are seen on the
body," he said, adding
postmortem report will as-
certain the cause of death.

Further investigation in
the mater is underway,
with police probingall an-
gles, including financial

PUBLIC NOTICE
[y Gijent's GULKESH BEGUIM W7o |
Late ABDUL BARIR/o Flat No. 8-
56, Inder Enclive Phase-2 Kiari
Suleman Nagar Delhi-110086, sev-
er all relations and debar her SON
“SAMEER" and his wife “RUK-
SANA” fram al moveable and im-
movable properties due to ther
disobedience and being out of con-
trof. My Client and her family
mermber wil not be fesponsible for
their any sct/deeds in future.
MAHESH DONGARIA &

MAMTA DONGARIA
ADVOCATES

€H.NO. 1101, LAWYERS CHAM-
BER BUILDING ROHINI COURT,
ROHIN, DELHI-110085

PUBLIC HDTIB!

formed that MONIKA AGGANWAL
W/OSANJAY AGGARWAL &SILKI
AGGARWAL W/O MANOJ AGGAR -
WAL BOTH R/O L-265-268, Shakur-
pur Calony, Shakurbasti, Delhi-
110034 has entered into an agree-
mint to sale dated 11-02-2@5 for
property at WZA27-A 88157
FLOORSRI NAGAR COLONY,
SHAXURBASTI, DELHI-110034, bullt
up flat with car parking, admeasur-
ing 133 s yards with all ease-
mints rights/titles/claims (here-
inafter referred toas "the said
property) representing thesmtobe
the true, actual owner in pesses-

hardships, the officer | |, e sald property free from
added. il liens, mort-
pages, acquisition etc. with my

PUBLIC NOTICE chans s. MANOI KUMAR GUPTA

Vamgiving this public natice s per || | 5/0 Late SHAMBHU DAYAL & LALI-

the fnstruction of My dient Avas
Financiers Ltel branch, Hapur.
Whereas Mrs, Yashada DeviWj/o
Ban singh has applied for loan
with our institution via eqm. of hier
property a residential house no.
13/1482 having area 336.21 5q;
tnester, out of Krasra no. 537 dtuat
ed Mohalla Indra Colery Ward no.

TA W/O MANOJ KUMARGLPTA
BOTH R/O'M-583, SHAKURRUR
J.J.COLONY, DELHI-110034, and
they have paid substantial consid-
eration under that agre ement. Any
persarvbody corporate/ autharity/
financial institution having any
rights,titie, claims or intorestin the
said property by way of sale, inher-

01 Garhmuktashwar & Distt. Ha- itance, possession, succession; ac-
pur, Whe, veas above pmpmy quisitiors, mongage, fien, gft or
ownes by Me frrespectof
Sale deed, umd 08052020 regs- the same, shallintimata the objec-
tered atSr. No, 2554 8 2555, Now || | tionsin witing to the undersigned
Mrs. that jith d

one previous sale deed dated
14.05.20155r- No. 4092in thetitie
of chaln af 13 years has besn lost.
Which FIR fodged by her or date
110.03.2025 via oinling e-thana

thareof within 7 days fram the
date of publication of this riotice or
else any such dlaime or interest by
anyone shall not be cansidered
and shiall be deemecd to Hiave been
abandoned for al]

14.05,20155. No, 409215 nat pos-
sible to deposit inthe bank. Hence
weare giing ths legal publicno-
tice |f any

intent and purposes. And my.
clients shall proceed to canclude
the agreement to sale and no
d there-

person/have any right orinterest
or objection or claimof any typein
this matter then evi-

after. Claims without documentary
proofs snd/or objections. dimalv
l not

dencewithin 7days of publication
10 below address & contact o,
othenwise after 7 days any objec:
tiot or claim Will not beaccept &
Avas Finandlers Ud, branch, Hapir,

be corisidered ac valid.

RAIIV KUMAR AGGARWAL
ADVOCATE

138 1st Floor, Pul methai Tellwara
Delhi-06

will be provide the housing loan
‘over the said property.

Addressi- Avas Financlers Ltd.
branch, Hapur. By Rajendra Kumar
Saini Advocate Shop No-21, 1st
Floor, br. Bheem Rao Ambedkar
Shiopping Cormplex,

EASTERN RAILWAY
Abridged Tender Notice No. KPA-
ERS-07-42-24-25, dated,
10.03.2025, Tender Notice for
E-tender Invited by Dy. Chief

Markat, Near Distt. Colirt Hapur.
Mobile No. 9887274522
RAJENDRA KUMAR SAINI
Advacate

Reg, No, 6687/06.21, First Floor
Zila Panchayat Market, Hapur

Kanchrapara Workshop: North 24
Parganas, Wes! Béngal, Pin-743145
for the following work: Tender
No: KPA-ERS.0T-42-24-25,
Description: "Rehabilitation of
Aluminium Foll 5400 KVA

transformer for electric [ocomotives,

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis for general information that
RAJENDRA PRASAD DWIVEDI $/0
RAM NIHOR DWIVEDI R/O G-113,
GALINO. 4, SHASTRI PARK, GARHI
MENDU, BHAIAN PURA, NORTH
EAST DELHI, DELHI- 110053 daclare
thatname of mine and my father
has bieen wrongly written as RA-
JENDRA PRASAD DUVEDIand RAM
NIHORDUVED! in my 10th dlass
educational documents and name
of my father has been wrongly
written s RAM NIHORE DWIVED!
inmy. 12th dass educational docu-

Gty 10 nos” Tender Value: Rs
2,56,00,950,00 only inclusive of GST
& all others charges, Date & tima of
opening of tender: 31.03.2025 a|
15.00 rs. Period of completion: 24
months. The tender document and
other detalls can be obiained from
the website: www.ireps.govin The
bidding for the lender is to be
subrmified through e-teridering on
above website, Manual offers are nol
allowed against this tender and any
mantsal offes If received shall not be
accepled and will be summarily
reected: (MISC-37712004.25)

Ferder Nofks #e gled avalable ot Webisle
st phnrsiiaye govin | won s oavin

mentsand R N DWIVEDLin my
Graduition Degree. The: acmal

Follow us at : B @EastemBailway
@easternrailwayheadquarter

namme of min

RAJENDRA PRASAD DWIVED! andl
RAM NIHOR DWIVED, whichmay
e amended accardingly.

Itis centified that | have complied
with other legal requirements fn
this connection.

TERN RAILWAY
o-Tander Notice No : AEN/Sports
Ground-Bldg/LLH, Dated :
10.03:2025 E-Tender is invited by
GChief Works Manager, Eastern
Railway, Liluah, Howrah-711204

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pleatetake notice that my dient
Sh. Surinder Kumar, aged about 62
Vs, 5/ Late S, Bangall Babu and
His wife Smt. Geeta age about 61
years both Rfo HNo, C-E\278, Ya-
miina Vihar, Bhajan Pura, North

from reputed approved and eligibte
cantractors of Railays and those of
appropriate list of Dept. of
Gout /Pubiic sector undertaking for
the under mantioned works:-
SiNo. 1. Tender No. : AENWS-
Sportsground-LLH; Name of Work
+ Upgradation of Warkshop Sports
Ground at Liluah workshop for

tivities under

east, Delhi-110053,
their son Mr. AnilKumar Sharma
(Aadhar No. 569043942059),
datgiter infaw Mrs. Vandanz
Sharma (Aadtiar No.
832889572825) W/ Sh. Anll Ku-
mar Sharma due to thelr intolera-

CWMILLH Workshop; Tender
Value: Rs. 96,74,185.65; Cost of
Tender Document: Nil: Bid
Security (Rs.) : 1,97,50000
Completion Period: 210 Days
SLNo. 2. Tender No. : AENWS-

LH; Name of

ble, rude and and un-
tuly behavior anﬂ have ended all

Work : Construction of Sparts

Vel them and
confirm denouncement from thelr
properties both movable and im-
mevable- They shall have no right:
title or Interest in the moveable
and Immovesble properties of my,
clients. My clients shall not be hefd,
lible for any kind of acts or orvis-
sian, if any, committed by their son
and daughter in law at any point of
time hereinafter andany person
dealing with him n any respuct
whatsaever shall daso at his/her
[thiely own risk:

UMESHSINGH
ADVOCATE
CHAMBER NO, B-13, B.G.S.

building (Two: storied)
wilh Sports gallery and Sports
QOfficers” Chamber etc. at Lilualy
under CWM/Liluah; Tender Value:
Rs. 40,71,169.42; Cost of Tender
Document: Nil; Bid Security (Rs.) :
81.400.00: Completion Period: 210
Days; Date and Time of Closing of
Tender: 03.04.2025 up lo 12.00 hrs,
The details of tender are available at
wabsite https:/lwww.ireps.gov.in
alongwith corrigendum (if any),
Tenderar are requested to submit
their offer on line on the above
website. No manual offer will be
W‘W (MISC-36012024-25)
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BJP-led Delhi govt starts withdrawing courtcases
filed by AAP regime against Centre LG

h ed Delhi
government  has
started withdrawing

The sourees said all such
cases were going to lm wuh—

also likely file carly hearing
pl cas so that these could hr

drawn with thep of
the courts concerned. The

tostop 1l
timeand resourees, they said.

/]

NCRTC begins road renovation in Modinagar

. New Delhi

The National Capital Region
Transport  Corporation
(NCRTC) has started road
renovation work in the Mod-
inagar area, with repairs
from Duhai to Meert being

work is on in areas like
Kadarabad, Modinagar
North, Modinagar South,
and Muradnagar, extending
up to the Eastern Periphier-
al Expressway at Dubai in

Meerut Namo Bharat Corri-
dor, the NCRTCis responsi-
blefor maintaining the roads
beneath the viaduct.

"Due to heavy vehicular
traffic and the absence of a

filed by the
previous AAP regime against
the Centre and the Lt Gover-
naor over matters of gover-
nance and administrative
powers, official spurces said
on Wednesday.

In the interest of constitu-
tional harmony involving the
Delhi government, Centre
and the LG office, it has been
decided to withdraw all such
cases byfiling appropriate ap-
plications before the courts
concerned, the sources said.

The cases withdrawn by
the BJP government include
a speeial leave petition filed
by the previous government
in the Supretne Cotrt, chal-
lenging a high court order for
the implementation of PM-
Ayushman Bharat Health In-
frastructure Mission (PM-
ABHIM) scheme in Delhi.

‘The new govemment with-
drew the petition, saying it
was going ahead with the
implementation of the PM-
ABHIM scheme in Delhi.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) that ran the Delhigov-
ermment in the last one

decade since 2015 indulged
ina relent battle withthe
BJP-led Centre and the office
of the Lt Government. Sev-
eral court cases were filed by
it against the Centre, chal-
lenging its authority in mat-
ters related to Delhi.
Despite the Supreme Court
inits order in July 2018 up-
holding the constitutional
status of Delli as a Union
Territory, litigation contirmed
over administrative control
onservices matters invelving
transfer-posting of bureau-
crats of the Delhi govern-
ment, law enforcement and
powers of the office of LG.
According to a list pre-
pared by the law department,
the cases being withdrawn in-

government counsels will

Uttar Pradesh, it 1ina proper drainage system.
carried out in phases, the  statement. roads in this avea frequent-
body said on Wednesday, Aspart of the construction  lydeteriorate, espedally dur-

The road improvement of the Delhi-Ghaziabad- ing the monsoon season.

==

@ KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS!

HOLI FESTIVAL SPECIAL TRAINS-2025

-»

Northern Railway increased its train services due
to the Holi festival, operating 20 special trains

Staff Reporter

New Delbi
orthern Railway has in-
creased its train services
due to the Holi festival, op-
erating 20 special traing
from the Delhi region yes-
terday to help passengers
travel home for the cele-
brations.

For the first time, pre-
scheduled general unre-
served special trains are
running to the castern part
of the country during this
festival. Today, more than
25 additional Holi special
trains will be operated.

Ta manage the high num-
ber of travelers, Northern
Railway has shared infor-
mation about these special

major destinations such as
Anand Vihar Terminal to
Muzaffarpur, Delhi to Patna,
New Delhi to Dibrugarh,
and New Delhi to Baravni.

During this busy travel
period, Northern Railway
has put in place mrmus

trains through
news hulletins, SMS, and
WhatsApp targeting areas
like Bibar and Jharkhand.

These services connect

measures to ensu
operations and passenger
ety

creating
comfortable waiting arcas at

Kaizen Institute India,
AFCOM Holdings Partner to
Drive Operational Excellence

New Delhi

Kaizen Institute India, a
leading consulting firm spe-
cializing in Lean and Kaizen
methodologies. has an-
nounced a strategic part-
nership with AFCOM
HOLDINGS LIMITED to
drive operational efficiency
and embed a culture of con-
tinuous i

Kaizen India
is renowned for help-
ing organizations
achieve sustainable
growth by eliminating
waste, optimizing
workflows, and foster-
ing an excellence-dri-
ven mindset.

“This collaboration aims to
integrate Kaizen principles
into AFCOM’s operations,
ensuring streamlined
processes, enhanced pro-
ductivity, and long-term

founder & Joint Managing
Director—has played a piv-
otal role in business trans-
formation across India.
AFCOM  HOLDINGS
LIMITED; 2 key player in lo-
ook 3 byt

business

Kaizen Institute India is
renowned for helping or-
ganizations achieve sustain-
able growth by eliminating
waste, optimizing warkflows,
and fostering an excellence-

driven mirdset.
With a strong presence
across i ies, the insti-

Ay s, i
committed to delivering
world-lass services through
innovation and operational
excellence.

Guided by the vision of
Chairman Captain Deepak
Parasuraman, AFCOM

strives to build a resilient,
= :

tute—under the leadership of
Mr. Jayanth Murthy, Co-

igh-p nce orgin:
tion capable of adapting to
evolving industry demands.

'Delhi 'ill-equipped' in disaster management '

DDMA says in meeting with CM LG
v

Delhiis ﬂl-eqmrrpcd dis-
aster management infra-
structure and lacks a state
disaster response force to
deal with exigencies, the
DDMA said in a meeting
Wednesday.

The meeting also flagged
the structural safety of four-
1o five-storeyed hiouses on ex-
tremely small plot sizes in
unauthorised colonies that
come under earthquake-
prone areas.

The meeting held at Raj
Niwas was chaired by Lt
Governor VK Saxena and at-
tended by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, who is vice
chairman of the Delhi Dis-
aster Management Authori-
ty (DDMA).

For the Convenience of Rail passengers during HOLI FESTIVAL-2025, Railways are operating several Special
Trains in addition to regular trains. The date wise list of Special Trains from Delhi area terminals is given below:-
- G ON 13.03.2025 (THURSDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS
clude those filed by the pre-
vious AAP. government chal- fs
rom
lenging amendment in the N
Government of National Cap- 04024 Dalhi Jh 1930 | Varanasidn, | 09:45 | Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Lucknow, Raebareli Jn. & Maa Belha Devi Dham Pratapgarh Jn, Stations
ital Territory of Delhi Ghaziabad, Hapur, Moradabad. Barellly, Shahjahanpur. Sitapur. Gonda Jn., Gemkhpur &
) 04028 Delhi J 2305 Raxauldn | 19:00
(GNCTD) Act. 1001 by the " ey Narkatiaganj Jn. Stations
Centre to empower the Lt Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central. Prayagraj Jn.. Mirzapur, Pt Dean Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Aa &
= : 04082 Dalhi Jn. 2385 | Patna dn 16:40
Gavernor with authority over Danapur Stations
Services natters. = Govindpun, Prayagral Jn., Pt Desn Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehrl On Sone &
“Agthier s case i tie 93668 Dati o 0855 Gayadn | 00:30 | Anygrah Narayan Road Stations
formation of LG-headed 04064 New Defhi owa0|  Gavaln 0150 @"‘“"é" msyagmj dn PuDesndayal Upsiiiiyaya.an.. Bhabiia Rosd, Sesamem &
4 p N hri-on-Sone Stations
high-powered commitiees Govindpur, Prayagra) Jn.. Mirzapur, Pt Dean DmepadhynyaJn aum i, Darapr.PalpUTa Jn.,
by the National Green Tri- 04068 Noiw Dby 2035| SaharsaJn. | 22:00 | Sonpur, Hajipus Jn. n. araini Jn, Begusara
‘bunal (NGT) for the Yamuna Khagaria Jn. & Mansi Jn Statians
cleaning and removal of 02436 New Dein) 0830| Pamadn. | 20:10 | Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Genlral, Prayagral Jn., PL. Deen Dayal Upatihyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stations
garbage mountains dumped 20| Ran N 5| Gov P . PL Don Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.. Sier. Ars.Da & Stati
at three landfills in the city. 02384 New Deini 1320 | Rajendra Nagar | 07:45 indpun. Prayagra) Jn.. PL Desn Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar. Ara. Danapur & Patna Jn. Stations
As/the. AAD Henenaatic Delh Jn.. Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn. P1. Deen Dayal Upadnyaya Jn.. Buxar, Ara. Danapur.
b u‘: ::]U d““““f"”"“ i e Dl 1445 | Kathardn. | 1900 | payinuire, Hajipur, Barauni, Bequsarsi, Knagaria & Mansi Stations
“l“"' enpagecna E“‘;"l'm?" Govindpur, Prayagra| Jn.. Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxas, Ara. Danapur, Patiipulra, Sonpur,
sle, cases were filed by ¥ Halipur Jn.. Shahpur Patoree, Barauni Jn., Bequsara, Khagaria Jr.. Mans! Jn.. Naugachia, Katihar
even against secretaries and 04084 New Deini 1915 | KamakhyaJdn. | 08:30 | o g are i, Kishangan, New Jalpaigun, New Cooch Benar, New Alipurduar, New Bongaigeon,
heads of several d Barpeta Road & Rangiya Jn. Stations.
Maradiabad Jn.. Bareily Jn.. Lucknow, Rasbaretly Jn., Ameth; Maa Belia Devi Dham Pratapgarh Jn
04014 Anand Vihar (T) | 0500  Jdaynagar | 12:00 | Varanasi dn,, Pt Desn Dayal Upadhyaya Jn . Buxar, Ara. Danapur, Patliputra, Hajipur Jn
Muzaflarpur Jn, Samastipur Jn,, Darbhanga Jn. & Madhubani Stations
Griaziabad, Mradavad Jn., Bareilly Jr.. Shahjahanpun Sitapur, Ganda Jn, Bast, Gorakhpun
04028 Anand Vihar (T) | 2355|  Jogbani 03:00 | Dearia Sadar, Siwan Jn., Chhapra, Sonpur Jn., Hajipur Jn.. Shahpur Patoree, Baraun| Jdn, Begusarai,
¥ Khagaria Jn.. Naugachia. Katibar Jn,, Pumea Jn,, Ararlya & Forbesgan] Jn. Stations
\ Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jn.. Gonda Jn.. Basti, Garakhpur Jn..
e 05578 Anand Vihar (T) | 05115 |  Saharsa dn. 10:30 | Kaptangan| dn., Bagaha, Narkatiagan Jn., Raxaul Jn., Bairagnia, Sitamarhi, Janakpur Road,
Darbhanga Jn,, Sakri Jn., Jhanjharpur, Ghogardiha Nirmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh ewu.m Stations
Maradabad, Bareily, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, Burhwal, Ganda Jn., Bast, Khaflabad, Gorakhpur Jr.,
05114 AnandVihar(T) | 1600  Chhapra 14:00 | Kaptanganj Jn,, Parauna, Tamkuhi Road, Thawe Jr., Dighwa Dubaull, Mashrakh & Chibapra Kacher|
Stations
Tundia Jn., Etawah Jn.. Gavindpur, Fatehpur, Paryagraj Jn. Mirzapur, PL Desn Dayal Upadhyay Jn..
03012 Anand Vihar (T) | 0080 Hawrals 03:00 | Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehri On Sone. Anugraha Narayan Road, Gaya, Kederma, Dhanbad, Asansol,
Durgapur. Bardahaman & Banda) Jn. Stations.
. Ghaziatid, Aligarh Jn.. Tundla Jn.. Etawah Jn,, Govintipuri, Fatehpiur, Prayagraj dn,. Shankargarh,
91708 \nandVihar (T) | 1805 | Jabalpuedn. | 1000 | yyanipir jn,, Satna, Maitar & Katni Stations
Govindpur, Prayagra) ., PL. Dezn Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Buxar, Am, Danapur, Paliputra. Hajipur Jn.
04080 Anand Vihar (T) | vg00 |  Jogbani 23:00 | Shahpur Patores, Barauni Jn., Begusara), Khagafia Jn,, Mans! Jn., Naugachia, Kalihar Jn., Purmioa Jn.,
Avatiya Jn. & Farbesgan) Jn. Statians
statiors, implementing strict aone Ananavinar (T) | 000 | Muzatiarpur n. | oesgp | MOadabad, Bavally. Snahjananpur. Stapar . Goni Jn, Gorakhpur, Kaptangan Jn.. Naskatiagany dn.
4ueye; management, de- Sagaull Jn. & Bapudm Motihad Stations
sloving more commercial . i Mathura Jn., Agra Cantt, Virangana Lakshmibai (Jhansi), Saugor, Damoh, Katni Munwara, Umaria,
L:ﬁ _lfl o ;,;h;,': ';,';“ a0 06761 | Hezeait Nizsmuddin | 12:30 Dur 1350 | Shahdol, Anuppur Jn., Pandra Road, Usalapur & Raipur Jn. Stations
tion Force (RPF) person- Bahadurgarh, Asthal Bohar, Jhaliar, Rewarl Jn,, Kund, Atell, Namaul, Nzampur, Dabia, Maondi,
L 09726 Shiakirbasti 15:50 | Dahar Ka Balajl | 22:50 | Nim Ka Thana, Kanwet, Shii Madhopus, Ringas Jri, Govindgarh Malikpur, Chamun Samod &
nel, and restricting move- Nindihar Berar Staione,
ment at platform exits and
entrances, P ) RA H O D 0 RIDA RO D AREA R A
Overall, Indian Railways Ghazisbad, Moradabad, Bareil larkati
y ] . . iy, Lusknow, Gandia, Basti, Gorakhipur Jn., Narkatiagan], Raxaul,
plans to run 1,200 Holi spe- iz Gelfddn. 1950 Daibhangs | 1680 | gairgania, Skamarhi & Janakpur Road Stations
cial trains across the coun- Ghaziabiad, Kanpur Central. Prayagraj Jn., Mirzapur, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyays Jn., Busar, Ara &
- a1, 04082 & 18:4 L
try, with Northern Railway % e I 840 | panapur Stations
aiming for 400 of those. 05058 Dalhi Jn, 1400 | GomknpurJn | 06:25 | Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Stapur Jn., Burhwal Jn., Gonda dn.. Bast|, & Khalilabag Stations
- . o | GOvindpus), Prayagral Jn.. Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road, Sasaram, Dehiri On Sone
Delhi Police Busts 03698 Dalhi Jn: 0855 Gaya Jn 0030 | & arigra Narayan Road Stations
Illegal Liquor, Drug 04146 Dalhi Jn 0930 | Subedargan) | 19:40 | Algarh dn.. Tundla Jn, Esawah, Govindpur & Falehpur Stations
Network; Nigerian 04022 New Deini 1400 | Gorakhpur Jn. | 05:00 | Ghaziabad, Bareilly. Lucknow, Gonda Jn. & Bastl Stations
Minor Among 9 Held 02436 New Delhi 08:30 Patna Jn 2010 | Ghaziabad, Aligath, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., PL. Daen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar & Ara Stations,
Dethi Govindpur, Prayagra) Jn.. Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Buxar, Ara. Paina Jn.. Bakhtiyarpar Jn. 8
04070 Anand Vihar (T) | 0020 Rajgir 19:50
Delhi Pelice has appre- Bihar Sharif Jn. Statians
hended nine people, includ- Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Barellly, Shahjahanput, Lucknow, Rasbarelly, Mas Balha Dev| Oham
ing a Nigerian and a minor, 04016 Anand Vihar (T) | 0090 |  Stamarhi | 02:00 S'vahpgani . Varanasi Jn., Aurrhas, Ghazipur Clty, Ballis, Suraimanpur, Chhapra. Senpur, Hajipur Jn.
j
ina mnu, of operations Slaionk
aified at d ling illitit 03256 Anand Vihar {T) | 2380|  Pamadn 18:35 | Govindpurl, Prayagra) Jn.. 1. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxer. Ara & Danapur Stations
liguor and drug supply-net- Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur. Stapur Jn.. Gongda Jn.. Basti, Gorakhpur Jn.
works, an -officlal:said on 05578 Anand Vihar (T) 0815  Saharsa Jn 10:30 | Kaptangan| Jn Bnguna Nmkmmgam Jn., Raxaul In., Bairagnia, Sitamarhi; Janakpur Road
= amh Nirmali, Saraygarh. Supaul & Garh Baruari Stations
Wednesday.
The accused have been osz0a RS [P [F— DU Sﬂ."“"",‘;"' ;;ayagraun Pt Deen Upadnyaya Jn.. Bukar, Ara, Danapu, Patiiputra, Sonpur Jn. &
" = o - | " pur tons
identified as Nigerian na-
5 % . ‘Agra Canl., Virahgana Lakshrribal (Jhanshi), Bing Jn., Rani Kamlapati (Bhopal, Nagpur, Chandr
:mn?l (lile:' (;_h).‘;l'\?m;w 07708 | Hezrat Nizamuddin | 03:45|  Chanapali | 09:30 | 5o bl g Mim:mryai i Ka;l’w jﬂ &P:ﬂ‘,m gpur, rapur,
23), Amit Singh (27), - -
; 0298; Hazrat Ni 06:00 jaria 13:10 | Mathura Jn_, Bharaipur Jn.. Bayana Jn., Hindaun City, Gangapur Gty & Sawal Madhopur Stations.
Sukhdev Shah (83), Avinash 2 ol ol vt Sog e . Gangapur Gity D
{34); Anl Kurnar alias Moz ‘Bahadurgarh, Asthal Bohar, Jhajjar, Rewar dn., Kund, Atell, Namaul, Nizampur, Dabla, Maonds.
Shsy Rt 09726 Shakurbasti 15:50 | Dahar KaBalaj | 22:50 | Nim Ka Thana, Kanwat, Shii Madhoput, ingas Jn, Govindgarh Malikpur, Ghomun Sarmod &
(37). and Sunil Singh Tan- Nindhar Benar Stations
war (34). A minor and a
woman have also been ap- P 4 RAINS R ININ ON D A RDA RO D AREA = A
pred ""&’“‘L the official said. 04024 Dalhi Jn, 1980 | Varanasitn. | 09:45 | Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Lucknow, Rasbareli Jn. & Maa Belha Devi Dham Pralapgarh Jri. Stations
"On the intervening nigh -
o | Ghazisbiad, Kanpur Central, Prayagra) Jn., Mirzapir, PL Dean Dayal Upadhyays Jn., Buxar, Aa &
of Tuesdayand Wednesday, 04052 Dalhi Ji, 2365  Patnadn 1640 | ginaou Stations Ll L
police appreliended icit Govindpi), Prayagral Jn.. Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabus Road, Sasaram, Dehr On Sane &
liquor supplier Tuntun in 03698 el Jn, o8ss| Gayadn com0 | Fmep Nmﬁv:ﬂ Floid 3. Do Dl padhyay )
the Ghevra i area. Delhi Cantt, Gurgann, Rewarl Jn., Awar, Bandikul Jn., Gandhinagar Jalpur, Jalpur Jr\ Klsﬂangam,
Daring 2 09004 Dathi Jn. 13:05 | Mumbai Central | 13:30 | Ajmer Jdn., Baawar, Marwar Jn., Faina, Pindwara, Atwi Road, Palanpur dn.. Mahesar
ed shop, it liquor meant Sabarmati BG, Vadodara Jn., Udhna Jn.; Valsad, Vapi & Borivall Stations
for sale in Haryana was e Nowi T .45 | S Mata Vaishno| 1" Sonipat, Panipat. Kamal, Kurukshetra Jr., Ambala Gan. Dhandan Kalan, Jaiandhar Cantt.
seized,” said Deputy Com- » Devi Katta Pathankol Cantt, Jammu Tawi & Martyr Captasin Tushar Mahiajan Stations
missioner of Police (Outer) ¥ Ghaziabad, Aligarh, mwr Geniral, Prayagraj Jn.. PL Deen Dayal Upathyaya dr.
Sachin Sharma, 02436 New Defri 0830  Pamadn 2000 | o Siaion
02304 New Deihi 1320 | Rajondra Nagar | 07:45 | Govindpun, myagm Jn.. P1. Dean Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buar, Ara, Danapur & Patna Jn. Stations
Moratfabad, Barailly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn., Goraknpur Jrt., Kaptargan| Jn.
04030 Anand Vihar (T) | 0000 | MuzatiarpurJn. | 06:00 | noncanagan jn, Sagauli Jn. & Bapudham Motihar Statons
Moradabad, Shahjahanpur, Hardol, Luoknow Jn., Ganda Jn., Bast, Goraknpur Jn., Bagaha.
05284 Anand Vihar (T) | 07:00 | Muzattarpur dn, | 04:50 | Harinagar, Narkatiaganj Jn.. Bettiah, Sagaull .. Baputham Motharl, Pipra, Chakia, Mehel &
The LG and the CM di- Mdtipus Stians
rected officers to present a Etawah, Kanpur Central, Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Barabanki Jr., Ganda Jn.. Mankapur Jn.,
compreherisive plan regard- 05306 AnandVihar (T) | 00:20|  Chhapra | 22:50 | Babhnan, Bast, Knallishad, Gorakhpur, Kaptangan Jn., Padrauna, Tamkuhi Road, Thawe Jn. &
Srwan Jn. Stations
ing flood an
summer heat action withina N Mathura Jn, Sawai Madbopur, Bhawani Mandi, Ratiam Jn,, Vadodara Jn,, Udhina Jn,, Valsad,
ith. 01482 | HazitWpamuddi (22:10]  (Puna.dn. 2335 | Vapi, Palgha, Vasal Road. Bhiwand) Road, Kalyan Jn. & Lonavala Stations
The issues discussed in Bahadurgarn, Asthal Bohar, Jhajjar, Rewarl Jn, Kund, Atell, Namaul, Nizampur, Dabla, Maonda,
the meeting were 08726 Shakurbasti 1550 | Dahar Ka Balajl | 22:50 | Nim Ka Thana. Kanwat, Shri Madhopur, Ringas Jn.. Govindgarh Mallkpur, Ghomun Samed &
Nindhar Benar Stations
nerability and risk a -
‘ment of Delhi. F mﬂhmlnkc For any kind of information & detailed time-table etc.,
preparedness plan, wban passengers are requested to contact NORTH ERN n AI LWAY
flooding, extreme heat events RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or may visit Indian Railways . . S .
i relsted stareTsat de: website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App. VISIL US at- WWw.ar ndianral ways, gov.n
tion plan 2025, said a Raj Ni-
was statement.
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Akhilesh
accuses BJP govt
of protecting
land mafia in UP

Lucknow:
Samajwadi Party pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav
on Wednesday alleged
that the BJP govern-
ment was protecting
land mafia and crimi-
nals in Uttar Pradesh.

Yadav, in a state-
ment, said that un-
der the BJP rule,
land-grabbing  inei-
dents have surged,
with the poor bein
harassed and force
to transfer their land
under duress.

"BJP is the big-
gest land mafia par-
ty. Since coming to

ower, BJP leaders
have been terrorising
the poor and tmc]bly
snatching their land,"
he said.

He alleged that
land registrations in
districts, including
Ayodhya, exposed the
lealm’ of the govern-
ment's land policies.

“Now, even retired
Army officers are not
being spared. Land
mafia are capturing
their properties, as-
saulting them, and
issuing threats. The
law and order situa-
tion has hit rock bot-
tom," he said.

The former UP
chief minister cited
the instance of a re-
tired brigadier bein
allegedly  attacked
when he opposed the
llle%al occupation of
his land.

"The sitnation is de-
teriorating daily, and
land mafia are flour-
ishing under govern-

ment lOtECl‘IOn in
every district,” he al-
lc ed.

The government it-
self is acquiring land
from the poor and
farmers at throwaway
prices and handing it
over to its favourites,”
he alleged.

The SP leader as-
serted that under the
BJP rule, "anarchy
prevails across the
state," and the ad-
mlmstmtmn is act-
ing under political
pressure,  ignoring
the grievances of the
poor and helpless.

“Public anger
against the BJP's
policies and_govern-
ance is growing, and
in the 2027 Assembly
elections, the people
will completely over-
throw the BJP's ar-
rogance of power," he
said.

vt
T
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Ruckus in Haryana Assembly: BJP
MLAs Clash, Congress Demands Probe

Chandigarh:

e [Iaryana As-
sembly turned into
a  battleground

on Tuesday as a heated
verbal altercation erupt-
ed between two BJP
legislators, including a
minister, during discus-
sions on the Governor's
address. The dramatic
exchange, though lat-
X]

records,
sparked intense polit-
ical controversy, with
the Opposition Congress
demanding a thorough
investigation into the
matter.

Senior Congress
MLA Ashok Arora
strongly  condemned
the altercation, calling
for the formation of a
House committee to
investigate the matter
thoroughly.  Addition-
ally, he proposed that a
sitting high court ju F
be appointed to prol
thc incident, hlgl?hghh

the severity of the
dl egations  exchanged
between the two BJP
members.

"The kind of language
used in the House ves-
terday by the legislators
was unaceeptable. One
MLA has levelled seri-

ous allegations against
a minister," Arora stat-
ed. His remarks reflect
ﬁmw'mg coneerns  over

he conduct of lawmak-
ers within the Assembly
and the potential impli-
cations of their accusa-
tions against cach other.

Senior Congress lead-
ers Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and Raghuvir
Singh Kadian hacked
Arora's demand for a
probe. Hooda, a former
Chief Minister of Hary-
ana, went a step further,
urging the Assembly to
pass a resolution con-
demning the conduct
of the BJP legislators
involved in the spat. He
stressed that the issue

g

was not just a matter
of political rivalry but
also one of upholding
the dignity of the legis-

lative bo

Howev Speak-
er Harvinder Kalyan
dismissed the Oppo-

ion’s demand for an
investigation,  stating
that the controversial
remarks had been re-
moved from the As-
sembly proceedings. "I
am the custodian of the
House, and it is my duty
to maintain order. It is
also the responsibility
of all members to up-
hold decorum,” Kalyan
asserted. By eéxpung-
ing the remarks from
the official records; the

Jailed Punjab MP Amritpal Singh
granted leave of absence: Centre to HC

)

Chandigarh:

Lok Sabha granted a 54-
day leave of absence to
jaifed Punjab MP Am-
ritpal Singh, the Punjab
and Haryana Iigh Court
was informed by the
Centre on Wednesday.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Sheel Nagu and
Justice Sumeet Goel
was informed by addi-
tional solicitor general
Satya Pal Jain, who
was appearing with
advocate Dheeraj Jain,
about the development.

Singh, a radical Sikh
leader, is currcmly
lodged in Assam's Di-
brugarh Jail under the
Natlonal Security Act
(NSA)

Advocate Dheeraj
Jain said a 13-member
committee, formed to
examine the leave ap-
plications of MPs, rec-
ommended the cases
of five MPs including
Singh, to be placed
on the floor of the
house in Lok Sabha on
March 10,

Jain said on March
11, Singh was grant-
ed the 54-day leave
of absence from June
24, 2024 toJuly 2, 2024,
from July 22, 2024 to
August9, 2024 and from
November 25, 2024 to
December 20, 2024.

Singh's counsel, he

had withdrawn
the request to allow

him to attend the Lok
Sabha session.

On Singh's plea to
meet officials regard-
ing the Members of
Parlimment Local Area
Development  Scheme
(MPLADS), Jain said
the court gave him the
liberty to make his rep-

resentation before the
appropriate authorities.

In his petition before
the high court, Am-
ritpal had said even a
member of Parliament
under preventive de-
tention had the right
to attend the house
sessions under the
Constitution.

Singh contested last
year's parliamentary
polls as an independ-
em candidate and
was clected to the Lok
Sabha from Punjab's
Khadoor Sahib.

Singh claimed of
having been denied
the constitutional
right and being forced

to absent from the
parliamentary pro-
ceedings with a "mali-
cious intent" so that his
Lok Sabha constituen-
cy went unrepresented.

His plea argued the
ploy was to get his seat
vacant post 60 days of
absence, having seri-
ous consequences [0\"
him and his constitu-
ency of nearly 19 lakh
people.

An MP loses his
membership of Par-
liament upon contin-
uous absence from its
sessions for 60 days in
terms of Article 101 of
the Constitution, Singh
said.

The petitioner said
on November 30 last
year, he had requested
‘the Lok Sabha speaker
to allow him to attend
Parliament  sessions
and was informed that
he had been absent for
46 days from the par-
liamentary sittings.

Speaker sought to pre-
vent further escalation
of the dispute within the
House.

Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Mahipal
Dhanda acknowledged
that the confrontation
was "in bad taste" but
rejeeted the demand for
an inquiry. He pointed
out that no formal com-
plaint had been lodged
regarding the incident,
suggesting that the mat-
ter b]'lmﬂ not be blown
out of proportion. De-
spite thlS e Congress

—
Senior Congress MLA
Ashok Arora strongly
condemned the al-
tercation, calling for
the formation of a
House committee to
investigate the mat-
ter thoroughly.

Former Chief Minis-
ter Hooda emphasized
two critical aspects of
the matter—the poten-
tial action by the House
and the government's
response.

"The entire House
should pass a resolu-
tion condcmning such

haviour," he insist
underseoring_the need
for accountability within
the Assembly.

The incident has fur-
ther deepened the po-
litical divide in Haryana,
with tensions running
high between the ruling
BJP and the Opposi-
tion. The clash between
legislators of the same
party has raised ques-
tions about internal rifts
w1thm the BJP, pro-

ition for

staging a bricf walkout
in protest after raising
the issue during Zero
Hour.

thc 6ongrcii to target
the ruling government
ahead of upcoming po-
litical battles.

JK Govt Identifies Land for Industrial
Estates in Kashmir & Jammu

_ Jammu:
The Jammu and Kash-
mir government has
identified 625 acres of
land to set up industri-
al estates in different
districts of the Kashmir
division while a propos-
al for 1,207 acres of land
has been submitted to
the revenue department
for similar projects in
Jammu

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Surinder Choudhary
informed the Legisla-
tive Assembly while re-
sponding to 2 question
from BJP's Rajiv Jas-
rotia.

He said thal around
625 kanal of land has
been identified for in-
dustrial estates in Kash-
mir, while proposals for
1,207 have been submit-
ted for Jammu.

He further informed
that a total of 1,869
acres of land has been
praposed for industrial
estates across Jammu,
and inthe past two years,
691 acres have been
transferred for the same
purpose in Kashmir.

The government has
granted 36 limestone
mining leases, 24 gyp-
sum mining leases, and
202 e-auchoned minor
mineral blocks, he said.

As many as 8 mining
leases have been re-
served for J&K public

sector undertakings, 6
on private land, 2 quarry
licenses on private land,
1 cluster quarry on state
land, and 23 quarry li-
censes for EO\'EI’I’I]TIE]J!
projects, he added.

"These measures aim
to ensure the supply of
key construction materi-
als for various develop-
mental projects across
J&K," he said.

The deputy chief
minister informed the
Legislative  Assembly
that the Rs 41.78 crore
Maitra-Ramban  bridge
over the Chenab River
will be completed by Au-
gust 2026,

Responding to a que-
ry by National Con-
ference leader Arjun
Singh Raju, he said ‘the
project faced delays as
the National Highway
Authority of India did
not allow its intersec-
tion with the Ramban
flyover. The bridge is
now being aligned with
the old NI, raising its
height by 8.5 meters
and extending its span
by 30 meters to 300
meters, he added.

The foundation work
is complete, with gan-
try installation and
casting in progress on
the Maitra side. On
the Ramban side, pier
headwork and deck
slab casting have begun.

haryana CM Flags Off Ayodhya Darshan Bus
Under Mukhyamantri Teerth Yatra Yojana

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief Minis-
ter, Nayab Singh Saini,
flagged off a special bus
to Avodhya under the
‘Mukhyamantri Teerth
Darshan Yojana' from
his residence, Sant Ka-
bir Kutir, on Tuesday.
The initiative aims to
facilitate pilgrimage
tours for senior citizens
from Haryana, allowing
them to visit sacred re-
ligious sites free of cost.
The bus, carrying 46
pilgrims  from Amba-
la and Panchkula, will
take them to various
revered  destinations
i Ayodhya, including
Hanuman Garhi and
the banks of the Sarayu

River.

Before the  bus’s
departure, the Chief
Minister  personally

interacted with the
passengers, nquiring

ut their well-be-
ing and extending his
best wishes for their
spiritual journey. He
emphasized that the
Haryana government
is committed to im-
plementin; welfare
schemes that benefit
all sections of socie-
ty. He highlighted the
‘Mukhyamantri Teerth
Darshan Yojana' as a
significant step in this
direction, aimed at

Nek Chand's granddaughter writes to PM
seeking no more 'demolltlon of Rock Garden

Chandigarh:

The granddaughter of
Nek Chand, the creator
of the Rock Garden in
Chandigarh, has written
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, saying she was
deeply disturbed over
the "tearing down" of a
wall af the iconic venue,
as she sought his inter-
vention in the matter.

Amid nJ:posmcn by
loeal residents and en-
vironmentalists, the
Chandigarh  adminis-
tration demolished a
section of the iconic
Rock Garden wall on
the intervening night
of March 8-9 for a
road-widening project

The  road-widening
work is aimed at de-
congesting the Farkmg
areas around the Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court here:

The administration
claimed the wall was
originally built to en-

4
close the adjacent for-
ested land, and was not
partof the Rock Garden
designed by Padma Shri
awardee Nek Chand.

Tt was not integral to
the Rock Garden itself,
the administration sai

The move triggered
protests by several city
resldents, environmen-
talists and heritage con-
servationists, who were
alleged that the city's

her age was being “de-

stroy

In her letter to the
prime minister, Nek
Chand's granddaughter
Priyanka Saini said the
creation that put Chan-
digarh on the world
m'{n) is being "disman-
tled”

"A part of the Rock
Garden's wall that was
built by Nek Chand Ji
has already been torn

down quietly, erasing
history that cannot be
rebuilt the same way,"
she said.

Essential  materials
stored for preserv-
ing Nek Chand's work
have been discarded
as waste, destroying
the very foundation of
its restoration process,
Saini claim

She also alleged that
decades-old trees, part
of the Rock Garden's
ccosystem, were being
felled in the name of ex-
pansion.

Saini pointed out that
the Rock Garden Socie-
ty is currently managed
by the Chandigarh ad-
ministration meinbers,
with no representation
from Nek Chand's fam-
ily or others who truly
understand and care
about its preservation.

"Nek Chand Ji dedi-
cated 57 year's of his life
in building the artistic

marvel that it is today.
The Rock Garden at-
tracts over 1.5 million
visitors annually, gen-
erating (Rs) 2-3 crore in
profit per year," she said.

Before “sustainability
became a movement,
Nek Chand Ji showed
the world how discard-
ed waste could be trans-
formed into art back in
1958, and destroying
his work is a disservice
to India's legacy of in-
novation and environ-
mental _consciousness,
Saini said.

"Prime Minister Modi
Ji, when you invited
former French pres-
ident Francois Hol-
lande to Chandigarh
in 2016, you brought
him to Rock Garden to
showease the beauty
and creativity of India.
You walked through its
archways, knowing its
worth, knowing its sig-
nificance.

fulfilling the spiritual
aspirations of senior
citizens who may not
have the means fo un-
dertake such pilgrim-
ages on their own.

The scheme is de-
signed to benefit elder-
ly residents of Harya-
na who are above the
age of 60 and have an
annual income of up to
Rs. 1.80 lakh. It pro-
vides them with free
travel to important
religious destinations,
ensuring that financial
constraints do not hin-
der their spiritual pur-
suits. So far, over 8oo
people have availed of
this initiative, making

it a widely appreciated
effort by the state gov-
ernment.

The Chief Minister
reiterated the state’s
commitment to fos-
tering inclusivity and
well-being  through
various  social  wel-
fare programs. He
urged more eligible
cilizens to take ad-
vantage of the scheme
by registering on the
Mukhyamantri Teerth
Darshan Yojana portal.
He also assured that
the government would
continue to introduce
similar initiatives to
enhance the quality of
life for senior citizens

and other underpr
leged sections of soci-
ety.

The flagging-off cere-
mony was attended by
several dignitaries, in-
¢luding Addmun(ll Di-
rector of forma-
tion, Public Re]atmus.
and Languages De-
partment, Vivek Kalia,
and Press Secretary,
Praveen Attrey. Their
presence  highlighted
the government's ded-
ication to ensuring the
successful implemen-
tation of the scheme
and supporting such
initiatives that pro-
mote social weltare
and cultural heritage.

Assam aims to utilise 90 pc
of budget estimates in FY'26

Guwahati:
Assam Finance Minister
Ajanta Neog on Wednes-
day said the government
has set a target of uti-
lisng 9o per cent of the
budget estimates during
2025-26 financial year,

Replying to a discus-
sion on the budget for
the next fiscal in Assam
Assembly, Neog said the
government is  follow-
ing all RBI regulations
in managing the state’s
fiscal health, including
debt-GDP ratio.

"We are targetting to
use 9o per cent of the
budget allocation next
fiscal. We need to look at
the state holistically and
develop all sections of
the society,” she added.

According to the next
fiscal's budget, which
was presented by Neog
on Monday, showed a
receipt of Rs 1,55,428.75
crore under the consol-
idated fund of the state.

She told the Iouse
that the utilisation will
touch around 85 per
cent of the total budget
estimates of Rs 1,43,801
crore during the current
fmancml year.

"We have also taken
debt as per the RBI lim-
itation and there is no
need for worry," Neog
told Independent MLA
Akhil Gogoi, who raised
the issue of debts taken
by the state.

As per the budget, the
debt-GSDP ratio of As-
sam stood at 24.3 per
cent in 2023-24

Presenting the last
full Budget of the sec-
ond BJP-led govern-
ment in Assam, Neog
on Monday doled out
a series of cash in-
centives to the public,
mainly the youths and
tea garden workers,
and tax exemptions
to the salaried section
ahead of the state polls

next year.

With a deficit of Rs
620.27 crore, she tabled
a Rs 2.63 lakh crore
Budget for the next fi-
nancial year that pro-
posed no new tax for
the general public but
gave additional relief to
nearly 1.5 lakh salaried
people.

The Finance Minis-
ter also announced to
extend the tax holiday
for green tea leaves
for two more years to
alleviate the challeng-
es faced by the tea in-
dustry, while offering
a one-time cash benefit
of Rs 5,000 to 6.8 lakh
garden workers.

Assembly elections in
Assam are likely to take
place during March-
April next year, making
this the last full budget
of the Ilimanta Bis-
wa_Sarma-led second
BJP government in the
state.




OPINION

By Dr. Anil Singh,
Editor, STAR Views

resident  Donald

Trump's return to

the White House in
2025 has been marked
by aggressive economic
policies, most notably a
sweeping tariff strate-
gy aimed at reasserting
American dominance in
global trade. His admin-
istration has imposed
steep tariffs on imports
from key trade partners,
including China, Mexico,
Canada, and the Europe-
an Union. While Trump
claims these measures
will domes-
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Trump’s Tariff Gamble:
Economic Protectionism and
the Risk of a Global Recessmn

imported raw materials
now face increased pro-
duction expenses, which
they are passing on to
consumers in the form
of higher prices. This
inflationary sure
has further strained an
economy already grap-
pling with post-pandem-
ic instability and mount-
ing federal debt.

RISING COSTS AND
INFLATIONARY
PRESSURES

One of the biggest
risks of Trump’s tariff
policy is its inflationary
impact. By imposing
heavy duties on import-
ed goods, the cost of
everything from cars to
electronics

tic industries and create
jobs, many economists
warn that such protec-
tionist policies could
push the U.S. economy
into recession, trigger-
ing a ripple effect that
could destabilize the
global financial system.
TRUMP’S TARIFF
STRATEGY: A
RADICAL SHIFT

From the outset of his
second term, Trump has
sought to reverse what
he describes as the eco-
nomic “disasters” of the
Biden  administration.
His primary argument
is that under Biden, the
U.S. became overly de-
pendent on foreign im-
ports, leading to trade
imbalances and the loss
of manufacturing jobs.
To rectify this, Trump
has drastically increased
tariffs on Chinese goods,
revived his previous
trade war with the EU,
and targeted industries
like steel, electronics,
and automobiles with
new import duties. His
administration justifies
these measures as nec-
essary to protect Ameri-
can workers and reduce
reliance on global supply
chains.

However, this shift to-
ward economic nation-
alism is being met with
skepticism. The immedi-
ate effect of higher tariffs
has been a rise in costs
for American business-
es and consumers. U.S.
companies that rely on

has risen sharply. The
Federal Reserve, which
had been attempting to
stabilize inflation after
aggressive rate hikes
in 2023 and 2024, now
finds itself in a difficult
position. If inflation
surges due to tariffs, the
Fed may be forced to
raise interest rates again,
which could slow down
economic growth and
lead to higher unem-
ployment.

Moreover,
chain disruptions—an-
other side effect of the
tariff war—are already
affecting key industries.
American  manufactur-
ers that rely on imported
components from Chi-
na or Europe are facing
delays and increased
costs, making them less
competitive. For small
and m d business-
es, which operate on
thinner margins, these
disruptions could lead
to closures and job loss-
es, further exacerbating
the risk of an economic
downturn.

MARKET VOLATILITY
AND BUSINESS
UNCERTAINTY

supply

Financial markets
have reacted negatively
to Trump's aggressive
trade policies. The stock
market, which initially
surged after his elec-
tion due to expectations
of corporate tax cuts
and deregulation, has
become highly volatile.
Investors fear that pro-

longed trade wars will
shrink corporate prof-
its, increase consumer
prices, and lead to a
slowdown in economic
growth. The uncertain-
ty surrounding Trump's
economic direction has
also made busines:
hesitant to invest, delay
ing expansion plans and
g hiring.

redu

Furthermore, Trump's
policies have created
tension with key trad-
ing partners, leading to
retaliatory tariffs from
China and the Euro-
pean Union. Countries
affected by U.S. tariffs
have responded with
countermeasures, mak-
ing American exports
more expensive abroad.
This is particularly dam-
aging for U.S. farmers
and manufacturers, who
depend on foreign mar-
kets to sell their goods. If
trade tensions escalate
further, the result could
be a contraction in ex-
ports, further dampen-
ing economic growth.

IMPACT ON

STABILITY

The effects of Trump's
tariff war are not con-
fined to the U.S. econ-
omy; they are being felt
globally. The Waorld
Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) have both warned
that protectionist poli-

cies could weaken global
economic growth. Many
countries  that trade
heavily with the U.S. are
experiencing economic
slowdowns, and emerg-
ing markets are par-
icularly vulnerable to a
downturn.

China, which has
been a primary ldlgel
of Trump's tariff;
taking steps to diversify
its trade relalmnchlps,
reducing its  depend-
ence on U.S. imports.
Meanwhile, European
nations are exploring
alternative  economic
alliances to bypass U.S.
trade restrictions. If the
tariff wars persist, there
is a real risk of a global
recession, as businesses
and consumers world-
wide adjust to higher
prices and reduced eco-
nomic activity.

POLITICAL
RAMIFICATIONS:

TRUMP’S BLAME
GAME

As  economic  pres-
sures mount, Trump has
sought to shift blame
onto his predecessor,
Joe Biden. He argues
that his drastic meas-
ures are necessary to
undo what he describes
as lhe “economic fail-
ures” of the previous

1

ments put the U.S. in a
weakened position, ne-

aggres-
e interventions.

However, many econ-
omists and policy ana-
lysts argue that Trump's
policies are exacerbat-
ing economic instabil-
ity rather than solving
it. While it is true that
Biden faced economic
challenges, his adminis-
tration had been steer-
ing the economy toward
recovery through con-
trolled inflation manage-
ment and strategic trade
agreements.  Trump's
rapid shift to protection-
ism has disrupted these
efforts, leading to uncer-
tainty in global markets.

RECESSION FEARS:
ARE WE HEADED
FOR AN ECONOMIC
DOWNTURN?

Given the confluence
of rising price
business  investments,
and increasing trade
tensions, the likelihood
of a U.S. recession is
growing. Consumer con-
fidence has already tak-
en a hit, and corporate
earnings reports suggest
that businesses are brac-
ing for a downturn. If
Trump's tariff policies
continue unchecked, the
economy could enter a

ration. Trump
claims that Biden's han-
dling of inflation, rising
debt levels, and reliance
on foreign trade agree-

recession by late 2025 or
early 2026,

The Federal Reserve
may find itself in a pre-

carious  situation, hav-
ing to choose between
combating inflation with
higher interest rates or
supporting  economic
growth by keeping rates
low. Either s i0
carries ri ggressive
rate hikes could deepen
the recession, while low-
er rates could prolong
inflationary  pressures.
Trump's administration
has yet to offer a clear
plan to mitigate these
risks, further fueling
economic anxiety.

CONCLUSION: THE
UNCERTAIN FUTURE
OF TRUMP”
ECONOMIC AGENDA

As Trump barrels for-
ward with his protec-
tionist economic poli-
cies, the future of the
U.S. economy hangs in
the balance. His tariffs
may bring short-term
gains in certain sectors,
but the broader eco-
nomic impact is proving
detrimental. Rising pric-
es, business uncertainty,
market volatility, and
trade wars are creating
an unstable environ-
ment that could push
the country into reces-
sion.

The global econom-
ic order is also being

reshaped, with major
economies  reevaluat-

ing their trade policies
and alliances. If the U.S.
continues on this path, it
risks isolating itself from
international trade net-
works, diminishing its
economic influence in
the long run. The coming
months will be crucial
in determining whether
Trump adjusts his strat-
egy or doubles down on
his aggressive approach.
One thing is certain: the
world is watching close-
ly as America navigates
this economic crossroad,
with far-reaching conse-
quences for global sta-
bility.

About the Author

(The writer is an Editor,
News Views,
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By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

mid concerns like
unemployment,
orruption, na-

tional security, and de-
velopment, a disturbing
new trend has emerged:
political parties break-
ing promises and lead-
ers using indecent lan-
guage. Political parties
have failed to keep their
promises, and leaders
are resorting to inap-
propriate language. Our
roads are in a very bad
state; in many areas,
they barely resemble
roads. Essential services
like water management
and sewage systems are
lacking. Medical facili-
ties are similarly inad-
equate, with hospitals
in short supply relative
to the population, and
those that exist often
lack the necessary re-
sources. Leaders seem
to have become mere
window-dressers,  ne-
glecting to address real

Are the politicians even giving
advice on drinking cow dung?

* Politicians are breaking the limits of language; real issues are missing; politics has become a mess.

issues. In the past, pol-
iticians honored their
commitments, and the
sense of culture, civ

ity, and decen llml
prevailed in politics has
now disappeared. Now-
adays, leaders often
engage in personal at-
tacks, crossing the limits
of discourse. Language
plays a vital role in pol-
itics; in a democracy, a
leader’s power is large-
ly tied to his command
over language. Since
Independence, the po-
litical  landscape has
changed dramatical-
ly, as has the tone and
style of accusations by
politicians. Today, some
leaders make derogatory
comments against their
opponents, while others
use offensive language.
Is there any sense of dig-
nity left in our political
arena? Before resorting
h language, these
ans seem  obliv-
ious to the potential
repercussions for the
country and its citizens.
In an attempt to under-
mine their opponents,
leaders often  make
statements that are not
only meaningless but

also objectionable. Such
comments tarnish the
ideals of healthy and
constructive politics.
Are these negative influ-
ences acceptable in our
political system? These
statements also stain
the very idea of healthy
and good politics. Yet no
action is taken on them.
Are these stains good in

polities?
Words like "cow dung
drinkers” have been

used by leaders in the
Haryana Assembly. As
elections approach,
political parties often
cross the limits of ac-
ceptable language. Par-
ty leaders speak their
minds  boldly, often
speaking out loudly.
Apart from allegations
and counter-allega-
tions on the election
platform, personal at-
tacks have now started
happening in Parlia-
ment and Assemblies
as well. For example,
when MLA Rajkumar
Gautam talked about
adulterated jalebi being
made in Gohana, Go-
hana MLA and Cabinet
Minister Arvind Shar-
ma retorted by saying

that if Gautam even
drinks cow dung, he
should not worry about
the quality of jalebi.
It is unfortunate that
such people are doing
trivial things at the
cost of public money.
We should think about
how bad the language
of those who shape the
future of our country
has become. Political
discourse can improve
only with aware voters.
Amidst arguments and
misconceptions,  the
meanings of words are
getting distorted, which
is a matter of great con-
cern. It is evident that
the dignity of language
is being disregarded in
today's political land-
scape, and all this is
happening in the very
houses that are meant
to represent democra-
cy. The choice of words
by leaders raises many
questions. They must
understand that their
followers will echo their
rhetoric. This is not an
isolated incident; many
leaders have tainted
the political arena with
controversial remarks
in the past. Political

differences are natural,

as leaders see their

but they are inc

ly turning into ()utngbl
discord. Leaders must
remember that peo-
ple like the late former
Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee had the
skill to respond to the
most vitriolic remarks
with grace.

The deterioration of
language is a measure
of the declining polit-
ical standards in to-
day's times. The true
caliber of a leader is
often reflected in his
choice of words. If po-
litical leaders are read-
ing this, they must
recognize that respect
for language enhanc-
es their stature, while
rudeness diminishes it.
Supporters may wel-
come personal jokes
but  discerning  vot-
ers—those who think
independently—form a
14

changed no matter how
many positive things
are said later. The de-
terioration of language
in politics has eroded
the ability to question,
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

'VALUE OF PEOPLE

Some people in your life
are as important as you
are for yourself because
most of you are made
because of their kindness.
People can always impact
and affect life. It is always
humble to thank who
helped you get some rank
when you could see noth-
ing and were but blank. It
is very human not to thank
people for everything they
do or have done and it is
because sometimes un-
said and understood is
better than said and mis-
understood.  Sometimes
we avoid thanking people
because the moment we
start becoming thank-
ful they start becoming
thankless, sometimes we
don't thank people be-
cause we know that they
want something in return.
But we should never for-
get that gratitude doesn't
expire. Some people in
our life are worth more
than you give credit to
them, some people in life
are far better you know
them, some people in
your life are way fur-
ther you accept them.

the experience of

bitter people impact the
experience of better peo-
ple in our life. some peo-
ple deserve to be loved
back, to be heard back, to
be live back and to be kept
back. you should never
leave harmless people
for harmful people. you
should always check back
the nice people and run
away from impolite peo-
ple. You should always
check in right people and
check out wrong people.
The value of people can be
better understood from
the one who values peo-
ple, life with people can
be better understood with
one who lives with people,
the beauty of people can
be better understood who
beautify people inside out,
the strength of people can
be better understood who
stand with people. People
are not different individu-
als you live with, they are
different lives you live in.

Moral: If people are the

reason of our pain, they

only are the reason of
our happiness too.

>
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truth. The o of
figures like Atal Bll\an
and Indira Gandhi still
impresses people. Un-
fortunately,  scathing
attacks on opposition
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Jal Shakti minister underscores need for
tech-driven approach to conserve Ganga

New Delhi

al Shakti Minister €

R Pantil on Wednes-

day stressed on the

need to leverage
geospatial technology, real-
time monitoring systems
and innovative consorva-
tion strategies to achieve
Tong-term sustainability of
the Ganga River, anmrd.mg
ta a statement by the Jul
Shakti ministry.

Paatil suggested while
chairing the 14th meeting of
the Empowered Task Force
(ETF) on Ganga conservas
tion, reaffirnung the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
making the river cleaner
and more sustainable
through an integrated and
technology-driven  ap-
proach.

He emphasised the im-
portance of timely exer
tion of projects, strict pol-
lution control measures and
enhanced inter-ministerial
coordination.

The meeting saw parfie-
ipation from key stake-
holders across ministries

und state governments, in-
eluding Union Minister of
State for Jal Shakti Raj
Bhushan Chaudhary.

The meeting included a
comprehensive review of
the Namami Gange Mis-
sion, which oversees 492
projects across 10 states
with a total budget of Rs
40,121 crove.

Paatil highlighted the

NEP a 'saffron policy'
delimitation exercise for BJP's
benefit alleges TN CM Stalin

Chennai

Upping theante against the
Centre on the NEP, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Wednesday al-
leged that it was not the
National Education i
but a “saffron policy” aimed
at developing Hindi and
not the nation.

Addressing a public rally,
Stalin also took on the Modi
government on the delimi-
tation exercise, claiming
that it was attempting to
“sustain power” by winning
n porthern states. The BJP
was frying to increase the
number of MPs in states of
theirinfluence and thereby
develop party, but the DMK
will stop it, he asserted,
Stalin's "saffron pahcv’

Eduestion
mendra Pradhan acciised
the DMK-led state govern-
ment of trving Lo seote po-
litical brownies to "revive"
the ruling party’s fortunes,
saving the DMK's "latest
cacophony™ on language
imposition and its stance on
NEP's three-langnage for-
mula  exposed  their
" isy"

“We oppose NEP as it
will completely destroy
Tamil Nadu's education
growth. The NEP does not
accept reservation that is sy
cial justice. This policy de-
nies the assistance amount
10 SCs, STs and Other Back-
ward Classes,” Stalin al-
leged.

The chiefl minister said

the Centre was (rying to fil-
ter students by holding pub-
lic exam for classes inelud-
ing 3 and 5 and the exams
for classes from 9 to 12 will
be semester-based and sim-
ilar to All India exams. Fur-
ther, he alleged that in the
name of vocational educa-
tion, from class 6 anwards,
they would implement
"easte-based vocations.”

Dharmendia Pradhan
savs that such a policy must
be accepted, the CM said he
had already made it cate-
gorical that the policy shall
not be accepted even if the
Centre was to provide Rs
10,000 Crore.

Pradhan should not ke
aclass on democracy for the
Tamil people. Stalin said:
"Prime Minister Narendra
Modli, I havean appeal! Try
to develop Tndia rather than
Hindi. Sanskrit cannot be
developed even if you spend
thousands of crores. You
will spend crores to develop
a language that is not spo-
ken by the people. Will you
betray our Tamil language
that is recognised in sever-
al countries and spoken by
the people?

On the fishermen issue,
Stalin said a small country
like Sr1 Lanka does not re-
spect the Centre. As many
as 550 fishermen were ar-
rested lust year alone and
during the past two months
130 were arrested. During
the 10-year Modi rule,
3,000 fishermen were ar-
rested.

suecessful completion of
307 projects worth Rs
19,478 crore.

The minister noted thut
3,446 million litres per day
(MLD) of sewage treatment
capagity has been created
and 4,543 km of sewerage
network completed. These
measures gim to prevent
the discharge of untreated
wastewater into the Ganga

and strengthen long-lerm
pollution control mecha-
nisms.

The ETF also reviewed
compliance with Environ-
mental Flow (e-Flow)
norms as mandated by the
2018 gazette notification.
This ensures regulated wa-
ter flows from Devprayag to
Haridwar and up to Un-
nao district in Uttar

Pradesh.

A significant focus of the
meeting was the govern-
ment's ongoing efforts to
cuirb industrial pollution.

Paatil reviewed the re-
sults of the seventh round
of inspections covering
4.246 Grossly Polluting In-
dustries (GPIs) alnug the
Ganga Basin.

While 2,682 industries
were fonnd compliant with
pollution control norms,
the statement said strin-
gentaction has been taken
against the violators.

The minister reiterated
that strictindustrial moni-
Wring remains a top prior=
ity for restoring the Ganga's
purity.

The meeting marked the
inanguration of the Geo-
graphic Information Sys-
tem (GIS) Layer and Dash-
board, a cutting-edge plat-
form for real-time wetland
monitoring,

Paatil emphasised the
eritical role of wetlands in
flood buffering, biodiver-
sity conservation and

groundwater recharge.
Addlmnnllv the minister
11 of

MP budget full of ‘empty
promises’ silent on raising
‘Ladli Behna’ aid: Congress

Bhopal
The apposition Congress
on Wednesday termed the
stntr s budgel full of “emp-
" and accused

drone and Light Detection
and Ranging (LIDAR) tech-
nology for precise drain
mapping along the Ganga
main stem.

The ETF also reviewed
progress on aquifer map-
ping in the Ganga-Yamuna
Doab, particularly in the
Prayagraj-Kanpur stretch.

The minister appluded
the scientific advancements
inwater resouree manage-
ment, including the devel-
opment of a 3D resistivity
map ofaquifers and a pale-
ochannel map.

These tools are nstru-
mental in identifving 159
rechirge sites to enhanee
groundwater reserves and
sustain river fow.

Paatil urged all stake-
holders to accelerate im-
plementation cfforts, en-
suring the long-term pro-
tection of the Ganga's
ecosystem while balancing
ecological preservation with

o

!he BJP government of
keeping silint on increasing
the aid under the popular
Ladli Behna scheme.

Former chief minister Ka-
mal Nath, state Congress
president Jitu Patwari and
assembly leader of opposi-
tion Umang Singhar
slammed the budget over
jobs, and debt and alleged
that the budget ignored
farmers' interests,

Earlier in the day, Fi-
nance Minister Jagdish De-
vili presented a Rs 4.91
Takh crore budget for 2025
26 with no new taxes while
announcing new schemes
for the development of reli-
gious sites. The outlay is 15
per cent mare compared to
the last fiseal.

“Though this was the see-
ond budget of the BIP gov-
ernment, the poll promises
made by the party have not
‘been fulfilled yet. Nath said
in a statement.

SRMIST Rises in QS University World Rankings by Subject
(2025), Strengthening Global Academic Excellence

Chennai
SRM Institute of Science
anil Technology (SRMIST)

van, Vice Chancellor of SR-
MIST's comments, "This
vecognition i isa lsl lment(u
the

proudly. i
nificant rise in the pres
gious QS University World
Rankings by Subject, fur-
ther solidifying its position
as o global leader in higher
education,

This year, SRMIST has
achieved a remarkable mile-
stone, climbing 88 places
to secure the 280th position
in Enginecring & Technolo-
gy, The university has also

o!‘mrmmh-nu. faculty, and
staff. It inspires us to con-
tinuously enhance our ped-
agogy, reseirch, and learn-
ing methodologies, ensuring
our academic programs
align with global standards
and make 1 meaningful im-
pact on society.”

SRMIST's steady aseent in
these rankings reflects its
um\m amgtonumlnwnl to

ing efforts to cultivate a dy-
pamic academic environ-
ment that garners global
reengnition from both aca-
demia and industry.

The QS World University
Rankings, umducle(l lw Q8

world. With a diverse aca-
demic portfolic spanning
engineering, medicing, sci-
ence, arts, and management.
SRMIST is also at the fore-
front of research in emeng-
ing fields such as AL robot-

Q as-

Sess umvur:mu g]uhn].l\
based on key criteria, in-
cluding academic' reputa-
tion, employer reputation,

inthe rmking-‘ reflects

ies; and ble energy.

The institution continues
to invest in state-of-the-ar
infrastructure, faculty de-
velopment, and student sup-
port services to sustain its
pursuit of academic and
professional excellence. This
achievement represents a

The Cangress | id
the sisters in the stute have
een waiting for the month-
Iy assistance under the Ladit

hna programme to he
raised from Rs 1,250 to Rs
3,000 but the government
did not say a word abeut
this election promise.

The number of Ladlhi
Behna bencficiaries has
Teen decreasing sinee the
formation of the present
government, he alleged, Un-
der the Kanya Vivah Yo-
wm. the number of benefi-
ciaries has also decreased by
77 percent in 2004-25 com-
pared to 2023-24, he said.

‘While farmers were hop-
ing that 8 minimum sup-
port price of Rs 2,700 and
Rs 3,100 per quintal would
be announced for wheat
and paddy, respectively, in
lIme ln!.h the BIPs election
the finance min-

ister did not sav a word
abom this either, dlleged

Farmersin MP are stiug-
gling with the crises con-
cerning fertilisers, seeds,

heen ranked in 11 subjects— in and to nsmrd\ significant milestone in SR-
the highest number of sub-  research. R { for its 1l MIST's journey toward glob-
jeetr itions in its his- hasis on i Hon, re-  learning, and |n|ern.|lmn1! al recognition in education
torv. Notably, Mathematics  search, and quality teaching, mllnborahom The univer-  and research. As the uni-
has been included for the  the university provid sity provides students with  versity continues to evolve,
first time, placing SRMIST  dents with a well-rounded — acesss toglobal experiences, it remains committed to fos-
in the 451-500 rank band. Jueation that i industey 1 hips, and  tering intdlectual curjosi-
underscoring its growing  theoretical knmwledge with leadership developmentop-  ty, inmovation, and excel-  Nath.
acaderic depth and exvel-  practical application. This  portunities, ensuring they  lence, equipping students
lence. latest recognition by QS un-  are well-equipped to navi-  to make meaningful contri-
Prof. C. Muthamizhehel-  derscores SRMISTs ongo-  gute a rapidly evolving  butions to the world,

Don't impose Shaktipeeth
Expressway, Oppn tells govt

Mumbai
Opposition in the Maha-
rashtra legislative couneil
o Wednesday urged the

ister had announced that
the government would not
carry out the project (amid

government not to impese
the proposed Nagpur-Goa
Shuktipeeth Expressway on
farmers; but Chief Minister
Devendia Fadnavis said the
praject would bring a posi-
tive change in people's lives.

The issue was discussed in
the Upper House of the state
legislature, during which
the oppasition metbets -
ed objections raised by
furmers in: Kolhapur and
Sangli districts over acqui-
sition of their farmtands for
the proposed project.

The Shakfipeeth Hx-
pressway, & 8oa-kilometre
Toute proposes to connect
Nagpurte Goa while linking
various pilgrimage sites
across Maharishtra. Farm-
ers' coneerns over land se-
quisition remain a key issue
inits implementation.

Leader of Opposition in
the House Ambadas Dinve
said, "We took part in a
protest (over the project by
farmers). Former chief min-

). So we need
dunt\. on this stand."
Danve was referring to a
protest held in Mumbai by
farmers affected by the pro-
posed expressway project.
Responding to it, CM
Fadnavis said, "The gov-
ernment’s position isclear.
We aim to construct
roads.. but not impose it."
He suid several farmers
along with Congress MLC
Satej Patil and NCP MLA
and  minister  Hasan
Mushrif, had met him at
the Kolhapur airport and
submitted a statement
signed by several farmers

electricity and water, but no
step has been taken
through the budget in this
direction, he said.

State Congress president
and former minister Jity
Patwari called it a "decep-
tive” budget.

“There is no concrete
plan for develapment in
this budget. Rather, it has
been prepared to increase
debt, institutionalise com-
missions and strengthen
corruption. This budget ex-
proses the fuilures and anti-
people policies of the BJP
government,” Patwari said
in a statement,

‘Through this budget. the
government has once again
increased the debt limit, he
said. The state is already in
heavy debt, but the gov-
ernment isonly concened
about corruption and com-
ission.

The BIP government has
promised g lakh jobs in 30
new industrial areas, but
thousandsof postsare ving
vaeant in government de-
partments, he claimed. This
is the same false promise
that is made in every budg-
et he said.

He also targeted the rul-
ing party over its proise to
raise the Ladli Behna
amount. “The real face of
the BIP government has
now come to the fore.” he
said, adding that the budg-
et affers no relief to farmers.

Leader of opposition
Singhar said the budget will
put a burden of more than
Rs 50,000 onevery peson
in the state. “The govern-
ment is repaying debt by
taking loans,” he said ina
midia release.

He said the finanee min-
ister showed the sky and
dreams to the people, but
the government has no
clear answer as to when
these dreams would be ful-
filled. The Congress leader
also targeted the govern-
ment over the announte-
ment that 100 tribal vil-
Tages would be given solar
energy. “Is the government
only seeing 100 villages,
what will happen to the
rest,” acked the tribal leader,

NMDFC disbursed over Rs 2 347 cr concessional
credit in 3 years for mmorltles Govtin LS

New Delhi

wlnpmcnl uml Finance
Corporation has disbursed
concessional eredit to the
tune of Rs 2.347.15 crore
during the last three years;
thereby providing benefits
to over 5.50 lakh cligible
people from minority com-
munities, the government
informed the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday.

In & written reply W a
questmn, Mmunly Aﬁ"urs

the NMDFC ahmh\hl\ ci-

teria for the tion
of concessional credit states
that persons should belong
to a notified national mi-

bt none apposed it. nority, spcur ically Bud-
The Shaktipeeth Ex- ians, Jains,
presswayisexpectedtopos-  Muslims, Parsis,and Sikhs,
itively i.mpaﬂ ﬁ\u tlmﬂctsin as defined by the Nutional
i Ci ission for Minorities

“Farmers vant llm route.
It is not TTESS. v also states
Just as the Samruddhi l:.x- that a person should be
pressway changed the lives  having an anmual family in-
across 12 districts. this ex-  come of up to Rs 3 lakh un-
pressway will also bring  der Credit Line-1 and up'to
change,” he asserted. Rs 8 Inkh imder Credit Line-

AAP seeks govt's explanation over CAG report on Rs 2 604-cr 'loss' to Railways

New Delhi

Sanjay Singh uandnmlhv
asked the government in
Rajya Sabha to explain the
loss of Rs 2,604 croreto the
Indian Railways as painted
out in the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) re-
pottin 2024,

Participating during a dis-
cussion on the working of
the Ministry of Railways,
Singh said Rs 834.72 crore
Toss was due to payment of

interest on o loan for a de-
velopment project in Mum-
bai's Bandra East which nev-
er materialised.

"Railways took a loari for

a project in Mumbai's Ban-

dra East and paid interest of
Rs 834 crore, on which work
was noteven initiated," said
Singh.

Referring to Railways
Minister Ashwi shnaw,
who was present in the
House, the AAP member
said, "You give us an expla-
nation for this if vau hawe the
time."

Over the rush in Railways
during Maha Kumbh, Singh
said during that period "peo-
ple were carried like ani-
mals”.

The government boasts
about bullet trains -and
Vande Bharat, but "we feel

ashamed whenwe have seen
people breaking the gliss
windews of AC bogies to
bourd the train during the
Kumbh."

Over the recent

2; according to the minister.

is effectively reaching gen-

5, he said.

Applicants are required to uine and deserving minor-
submit v docu- entref:
mentation to substantiate Furthermore, the sane-
their fulfilment of the afore- tioned amount is released

mentioned cligibility erite-
rig, hesaid.

"There i a multi-level
sereening mechanism used
by respective State Chan-
nehizing Ageneies (SCAs) of
NMDFC, encompassing
document  verification,
background checks, and site
inspections, to rigorously
ascertain thateredit support:

through Direct Benefit
“Transfer (DBT) directly into
the KYC-authenticated ac-
counts of the beneficiaries,
Rijiju said.

The National Minorities
Development and Finance
Corporation (NMDEC) has
disbursed concessional
credit to the tune of Rs
2,347.15 crore during the

last three yedrs, thereby
providing  benefits  to
5,50.939 beneficiaries from
minority communities, he
said.

The NMDFC regularly
engages independent third-
party agencies to conduct
impact studies across the
country, he said.

These studies are carried
out to assess the impact of
NMDFC’s schemes on far-
weted beneficiaries and eval-
uate the sustaimability of
projects and units financed
under its loan programs,
with respect to beneficiaries
and units financed during
the preceding two years.

As far as the NMDFC 15
coneemned. it only imple-
ments schemes such as
Term Loans, Miero Finance,
Education Loans, and the
Virasat Scheme to empow-
er youth and women from
minority communities by
providing concessional
Toans for educational pur-
poses and self-empleyment
income generation ven-
tures, Rijiju said.

Karnataka CM backs DMK's campaign
against LS constituency delimitation

Bengalury
Karnataka Chisf Minister
Siddaramaiah on
Wed led sup-

that happened at the New
Delhi Railway Station dur-
ing Maha Kumbh in which
18 people lost their lives,
Singh said this was an ex-
smpleof "mismanagement”
and the Railway Minister
was not even informed on
time.

port to the DMK-led op-
position against the pro-
posed (Irhnnhlmn uﬂ‘.u-
i tary consti

democracy and federal-
ism,

Tamil Nadu Forest Min-
ister K Ponnumudi and
Rajya Sabha MP Mo-
hammed Abdullah Ismail
called on Siddaramaiah

During a meeting with a
delegation of DMK lead-
ers here, the CM con-
demned the Centre's al-
Teged attempt to "weaken"

Cawvery
ss the ongoing
against the "anti-
democratic and anti-
southern stance of the
central government”, a

statement issued by the
CM Offive said.

The leaders deliberated
on taising their voices
against delimitation and
other issues while ex-
pressing solidarity with
the protest.

Earlier, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin
also discussed the matter
with Siddaramaiah over
the phone, the CMO said,




Ancient sites
encroached
upon through
‘land jihad in
Prayagraj: Yogi

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has accused
previous governments
of allowing land ma-
fias to illegally occupy
historic religious sites
in Prayagraj, including
Akshay Vat, Mata Sar-
aswati Koop, Patalpuri,
Shringverpur, Dwadash
Madhav, and Bhagwan
Beni Madhav. Speaking
at the ‘Manthan: Kumbh
and  Beyond’ Vichar
Sangam program organ-
ized by Panchjanya and
Organiser at Taj Hotel in
Lucknow, he stated that
these  encroachments
had severely affected
the heritage and signif-
icance of these sacred
places.

CM Yogi emphasized
that during the Ma-
hakumbh, the govern-
ment reclaimed these
sites, paving the way
for their rentahzahon
and ensuring vear-
round access for dev-
otees. He highlighted
that Prayagraj, the lan,
of Maharishi Bharad-
waj and the world’s
first Gurukul, was once
controlled by land ma-
ﬁas under previous re-
gimes.

He pointed out that

kshay Vat had been
inaccessible to  devo-
tees for 500 years due
to colonial restrictions,
while sites such as
Mata Saraswati Koop
and Patalpuri remained
neglected. Similarly,
Shringverpur, the site
of Lord Ram and Ni-
shadraj’s  friendship,
had been encroached
upon under “land ji-
had.” and temples like
Dwadash Madhav and
Nagvasuki also fell vie-
tim to illegal occupa-
tion.

CM Yogi highlighted
the transformation of
the Mahakumbh, call-
ing it a testament to
the strei of Sana-
tan Dharma and In-
dia's cultural heritage.
He said that the event
successfully reshaped
the global perception
of Uttar Pradesh and
demonstrated the in-
clusive nature of Sana-
tan Dharma, as crores
of devotees, irrespec-
tive of caste and region,
took a holy dip together
at the Triveni Sangam.
“The world watched
in amazement as the
Mahakumbh reflected
the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat’ (One
India, Great India),” he
said, emphasizing that
Sanatan Dharma does
not discriminate. He
further stated that the
event provided an op-
portunity to present
Uttar Pradesh's posi-
tive image on the global
stage.
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HP govt to establish unified education system,
announces new courses at Hamirpur College

Vishal Rana
Hamirpur:

hief Minister

Thakur Sukhvin-

der Singh Sukhu,
while presiding over the
annual function of Ne-
taji Subhash Chandra
Bose Memorial College,
Hamirpur, announced
the introduction of MBA
and MCA courses at the
institution, along with
postgraduate courses in
History and Political Sci-
ence from the next aca-
demic session. He also
sanctioned the repair of
the college’s synthetic
track and the construc-
tion of a hostel for 100
girl students.

The Chief Minister
further declared that a
co-educational  govern-
ment senior secondary
school would be estah-
lished in Hamirpur and
developed as a Rajiv
Gandhi Day Boarding
School. Additionally,
similar schools in Na-
daun and Bhoranj would
commence  operations
next year, as part of a
phased initiative to es-
tablish high-end schools
in every Assembly con-
stituency.

Highlighting the
state’s educational re-
forms, Sukhu stated

that smart classrooms
were being developed
for students, and the

Education Department,
along with other depart-
ments, was being mon-
itored through the CM
Dashboard. The gov-
ernment has launched
a statewide anti-drug
campaign over the past
two months and adopt-
ed a zero-tolerance pol-
icy towards drug abuse,
enmrmg stringent pun-
ment for drug mafi-
as while implementing
preventive measures for
vouth.
Reflecting on his per-
sonal connection with
education, the Chief
Minister remarked, “I
come from a humble
background and am
committed to working
for those who cannot

voice their concerns. My
first visit after taking of-
fice was to the Tutikan-
di orphanage, where 1
directed that children
who lost their parents
must regain confidence.
To safeguard their inter-
ests, the government has
enacted the country’s
first legislation ensuring
state responsibility for
their care. Furthermore,
we have introduced free
education for en
of widows under the
Mukhya Mantri Sukh
Shiksha Yojana.”
He  eriti

previous BJP  govern-
ment for distributing
Rs. 5,000 crore worth
of freebies for politi-
cal gains, arguing that

UP govt providing free LPG cylinder
refills ahead of Holi: CM Adityanath

~ Lucknow:
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
announced on Wednes-
day that the state gov-
ernment is providing
free LPG cylinder refills
to beneficiaries of the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana ahead of Holi and
during Ramzan.

Speaking at a subsidy
distribution programme
in Lucknow, he said that
Rs 1,890 crore is being
released for 186 crore
beneficiaries to ensure
they can avail of the ben-
efit before the festival.

He credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for Iaunching the initia-
tive in 2016 and said that
this campaign has pro-
vided free LPG connec-
tions to 10 crore families
across the country, in-
cluding nearly two crore
in the state.

“Our government had
promised to provide free
gas cylinders to every
Ujjwala beneficiary dur-
ing Diwali and Holi. The
state government en-
sures this by allocating
Rs 1,850 crore per in-
stalment, amounting to
Rs 3.760 crore annually
from the budget,” the
chief minister said, reit-
erating the state's com-

mvmmaa ﬂm-‘.mm

mitment to the scheme.
“Since both Holi and
Ramzan are being ob
served, every heneficia
can ayail of this scheme
he said, g it a ¢
from the govemmem
Highlighting th
culties people faced be~
fore the Ujjwal heme,
Adityanath claimed that
earlier, securing an LPG
connection required pay-
ing bribes of up to Rs
25.000, and even after
obtaining a connection,
refills were hard to come

Y.
L'l'ucli:_v, this scheme
ensures that women do
not have to suffer from
smoke while

cooking,” he emphasised.
The chief minister also
highlighted improve-

ments in the state’s pub-
lic distribution system
and said there are now
80,000 quota  ratjon
shops in the state. He

o underli ow
electronic Point of Sale
(ePOS) machines in
these shops are curbing
the malpractices in dis-
tributing rations, which
wasn't the case before.

He added that with
this, any attempt at ma-
nipulation is immedi-
ately detected, and strict
action is taken.

Mentioning the Cen-
tre's free ration scheme
in his speech, Adityanath
noted that 15 crore peo-
ple in Uttar Pradesh are
benefiting from it, which
was launched four years
ago,

state resources should
enefit all sections of
society. He accused the
previous administration
of deteriorating educa-
tional quality by open-
ing institutions without
finaneial provisions and
transferring  teachers
from existing schools,
which  degraded stu-
dents’ ning  experi-
ence. Noting the decline
in learning standards,
he stated that some fifth-
grade students struggled
to read second-grade
texthooks. The current
government has in
ated variuus reforms,
including the rational-
ization of educational
institutions, and

soon issue a notification

—_—
The Chief Minister
further declared
that a co-education-
al government sen-
ior secondary school
would be established
in Hamirpur and de-
veloped as a Rajiv
Gandhi Day Boarding

lSchooL I

establishing a unified
Directorate of Educa-
tion from pre-nursery to
Class XTI.

Sukhu  further an-
nounced plans to rank
colleges based on both
academic and extracur-
ricular  achievements
to boost student confi-
dence. He reaffirmed his
commitment to secur-
ing a bright future for
students, stating, “With
strong  determination,
success follows natural-
A

Discussing improve-
ments in healtheare ser-
vices, the Chief Minis-
ter noted that hospitals
were still using outdat-
ed equipment, affect-
ing service quality. The
government is working
to introduce high-end
technology in  public
health institutions, with
Rs. 85 crore allocated
for a cancer hospital in
Hamirpur.

BJP will raise its voice for
every Himachali: Jairam Thakur

Rajan Punchhi
MANDI:

Leader of Opposition
Jairam  Thakur  has
strongly criticized the
state government, ac-
cusing it of making false
claims and failing to de-
liver on its promises, He
asserted that the Bharati-
va Janata Party (BJP) will
not remain silent if even
a single resident of Him-
achal Pradesh suffers.

“Thegovernment claims
that it has completed
work that hasn't even
started, What could be
more shocking than this?
Even ruling party MLAs
are unaware of where
the so-called ‘ideal health
institutes” in their con-
stituencies are located,”
Thakur said. He accused
the Sukhu government of
trying to take undue cred-
it for health institutes and
cancer care centers being
developed by the central
government.

Thakur further alleged
that the government has
failed on all fronts and
is misleading the pub-
lic. “The government has
adopted a new tradition
of lying about everything,
Instead of benefiting 23
lakh women as promised,
they are giving nan
Nidhi to just 30,000
women and claiming to
have fulfilled their guar-
antee. Is this how guar-
antees are met?” he ques-
tioned.

With two and a half

Opposition slams
state government for
unfulfilled promises
and false claims

years of its tenure al-
ready over, the govern-
ment has no significant
achievements to  show-
case, Thakur added. He
claimed that no one in
the state is satisfied with
its governance as no sub-
stantial work has been
done,

The Leader of Oppo-
sition also criticized the
government for its han-
dling of temple funds and
welfare schemes. “The
government issued a no-
tification to collect money
from temples but has not
yet returned it. To start
the Sukh Shiksha Yojana,
the Matri Vatsalya Yoja-
na was scrapped. They
merely rebranded an ex-
isting scheme and took
credit for it. Even the
Vatsalya Yojana, funded
by the central govern-
ment for the welfare of
underprivileged children,
remains neglected.”

Thakur warned that
the government meot
continue misleadi
public with false dntn
and must put an end to
deceptive practices. “The
opposition will strongly
oppose any wrong deci-
sion by the government,
That is our responsibility,
and we will fulfill it,” he
asserted.

MP Raj Kumar Chahar Demands Agra’s
Rightful Share of Water in Parliament

Akash Jain

¥il
The issue of Rajasthan
obstructing Agra’s right-
ful share of water by
constructing dams has
been strongly raised by
MP Rn) Kumar Chahar.
The parliamentarian has
vowed to secure Agra dis-
triet’s water rights in five
major rivers, including
the Utangan, Khari, and
Kiwad rivers, and has al-
ready initiated steps in
‘this direction.

On Wednesday, during
Zero Hour in Parliament,
Chahar voiced concerns
over Agra’s diminishing
water supply. He stated
that his parliamentary
constituency,  Fatehpur
Sikri i Sabha, en-
compasses crucial rivers
such as Chambal, Kiwad,

Utangan, Khari, and
Yamuna. However, the
Kiwad, Utangan, and

Khari rivers, which re-
ceive water from Rajast-
han’s dams, are not get-
ting their fair share as per
the water agreement. As
a result, these rivers are
on the brink of drying up.
He also highlighted that
Chambal and Yamuna
rivers are facing a similar
crisis, with inadequate
water release compound-

Gram Panchayats with population over

5,000 to become model solar villages
—

Akash Jain/ Rajesh
Tomar
Agra:

In a significant step to-
wards promoting renew-
able energy and self-suf-
ficieney in rural areas,
the central government
has announced an initi-
ative under the Pradhan
Mantri Suryaghar Muft
Yojana, wherein Gram
Panchayats with 4 pop-
ulation exceeding 5,000
will compete to be des-
ignated as Model Solar
Villages. These selected
villages will receive a fi-
nancial grant of T1 crore
for the development of
solar energy infrastruc-
ture, fostering sustain-
ability and reducing
dependence on conven-
tional power sources,

District  Economics
& Statistics Officer and
Project Officer of UPNE-
DA, Mr., Nagendra Ku-
mar Singh, informed

that a competition will
be conducted among
Gram Panchayats in the
district to determine the
best-performing village
in terms of solar energy
adoption. The chosen
Gram Tanchayat will
be developed as a fully
solar-powered  village,

setting an example for

othew in the state. This

initiative aligns with the
government’s vision of
promoting  renewable
energy and ensuring
sustainable electricity
solutions for rural com-
munities,

The Model Solar Vil-
lage will be equipped
with comprehensive
solar energy solutions
to meet the electricity

requirements of the en-
tire community. As part
of the initiative, every
household in the select-
ed Gram Panchayat will
be provided with solar
lighting systems, ensur-
ing uninterrupted pow-
er supply for residents.
Additionally, solar-pow-
ered water systems and
pumps will be installed
to support agricultur-
al activities, reducing
reliance on tradition-
al electricity sources.
The main roads and
public spaces within
the village will also
be illuminated with
solar-powered  street-
lights, enhancing safe-
ty and visibility during
nighttime hours.

To ensure a fair selec-
tion process, applica-
tions from various de-
velopment blocks will
be reviewed by a dis-
trict-level  committee.

This committee will
oversee the assessment
and coordination of ap-
plications before final
approval is granted. The
finaneial aid of 31 erore
allocated by the Gov-
ernment of India will
be utilized for installing
and maintaining the so-
lar infrastructure with-
in the chosen Gram
Panchayat, making it a
model for other villag-
es to follow.

In addition to this
initiative, the govern-
ment has also directed
that rooftop solar sys-
tems be installed in
all government offices
within the district. The
installation will be car-
ried out in proportion
to the electricity load
allocated to each office,
further contributing to
the overall goal of in-
creasing solar energy
adoption in the region.

ing the issue. Even ongo-
ing cleanliness initiatives
for the Yamuna have
remained largely superfi-

, failing to make a sig-
nificant impact.

The MP emphasized
that sufficient  water
availability would serve
as a lifeline for the entire
region. With drastical-
Iy reduced water levels,
farmers are struggling
with irrigation, and t]!e
situation is

dams is not blocked. Fur-
thermore, be stressed the
need to prioritize water
conservation and cleanli-
ness efforts for the Yamu-
na Riverin

Chahar, whoalso serves
as the National President
of the BJP Kisan Mor-
cha, pointed out that the
Chambal River enters
his parliamentary con-
stituency  from  Rajast-
han. Pre\nous]y The nver

worsen in the commg
summer months. He
urged the Rajasthan gov-
ernment to acknowledge
Agra district’s concerns
and ensure that the right-
ful water supply from its

ﬂo»\ thmughcmt the year,
but now it faces severe
shortages. He noted that
Bateshwar, a_significant
pﬂgnmage site in the
region, is also being im-
pacted due to insufficient

water in the Yamuna and
Chambal rivers, leaving
visiting pl]x,nms disap-
pointed.

The MP urged Rajast-
han to release Agra’s due
share of water from its
dams and demanded an
increase in water allo-
cation for Agra from the
Chambal River. Addition-
ally, he called for imme-
diate purification efforts
for the Yamuna to ensure
its water becomes suita-
ble for consumption. His
demands in Parliament
underscore the urgent
need for equitable water
distribution and environ-
mental sustainability in
the region.

UP govt to spend Rs 1 lakh per couple
in mass weddings: CM Adityanath

Jaunpur:

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday announced
that the state govern-
ment will now spend Rs
1 lakh per couple under
the Mukhyamantri Sam-
uhik Vivah Yojana.

Besides this, meritori-
ous female students will
be provided with scoot-
ers, and from April 1, a
rapid campaign will be
launched to ensure cov-
erage of all beneficiar-
ies under government
schemes.

He also revealed plans
to include Jaunpur in
the Smart City project
so0n.

Adityanath was speak-
ing as the chief guest at
the closing ceremony of
the ‘“Jaunpur Mahotsav,
held at the historic Sha-
hi Qila complex.

During the event, he
blessed 1,001 newlywed
couples who tied the
knot under the mass
wedding  programme

organised by the Social
Welfare Department.
The chief minister em-
phasised that Jaunpur’s
youth should not have to
migrate for employment.
‘A 100-acre employ-
ment centre will be es-
tablished here to pro-
vide training and make
the youth self-reliant,”
he announced. He reit-
erated that the govern-
ment is committed to
supporting “daughters’
marriages’ by providing
Rs 1 lakh assistance and

&
rewarding academically
outstanding girls with
scooters.

He said that when the
scheme was launched,
Rs 35000 was given to
couples.

Expressing gratitude
to the people of Jaun-
pur, CM Adityanath ac-
knowledged their contri-
bution during the Maha
Kumbh, where village
and town panchayats
arranged  accommoda-
tion and meals for mil-
lions of pilgrims.
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Pakistan train
attack: China
says ready to
strengthen
security
cooperation
with Pak

Beijing:

A concerned China on
Wednesday condemned
the hijacking of a pas-
senger train by militants
in Pakistan’s Balochistan
province and expressed
readiness to strengthen
counter-terrorism  coop-
eration with Islamabad.

“We noted the reports
and strongly condemn
this terrorist attack,”
Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson
Mao Ning told a media
briefing here while re-
plying to a question on
the train hijacking by
the Balochistan Libera-
tion Army (BLA).

Mao said China firm-
ly opposes terrorism in
any form,

The Jaffar Express,

carrying some 400
passengers in  nine
coaches, was going

from Quetta to Pesha-
war when militants
derailed it using explo-
sives and hijacked it.
Security forees rescued
190 passengers, killing
30 militants as they
continued to battle in-
surgents for a second
day Wednesday.

“We will continue to
firmly support Pakistan
in combating terrorism,
maintaining  solidarity
and social stability, and
protecting the safety of
the people," Mao said.

“(,Il’_\ena stands ready to
strengthen counterter-
rorism and security co-
operation with Pakistan
and jointly keep the
region peaceful, secure
and stable,” she said.
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arms

TOP STORY, Deis, TRURsDAY 13, MarcH 2025

UK PM Starmer says ‘all options on the
table’ after Trump’s steel aluminium tariffs

London:
Minister
Keir Starmer on
Wednesday  said

the UK will keep “all op=
tions on the table” after
US  President Donald
Trump imposed blan-
ket 25 per cent tariffs
on steel and aluminium
imports from across the
globe.
During the weekly
Prime Mimister's Ques-
tions (PMQs) session in
the House of Commons,
Starmer was asked by
Liberal Democrat lead-
er Sir Ed Davey about
retaliatory moves as he
urged him to be “more
robust” in the face of
American trade tariffs
which  would impact
many UK businesses.

The UK PM expressed
disappointment at the
latest White House
actions; which are de-
signed to champion US
manufacturing by mak-
ing foreign-made prod-
uets less attractive.

“On the question of
tariffs, like everybody
else I'm disappointed

to see global tariffs in
relation to steel and
aluminium, but we will
take a pragmatic ap-
proach,” Starmer told
Parliament.

“We are megotiating
an economic deal which
and will include
if we succeed but
we will keep all options
on the table,” he said.

His intervention
came soon after his
Secretary of State for
Business and Trade,
Jonathan Reynolds,
issned a statement to
say remained focussed

on ‘“rapidly negotiat-
ing” a wider economic
agreement with the US
1o eliminate additional
tariffs and benefit UK
businesses and econo-
my.

“1 will continue to
engage closely and pro-
ductively with the US to
press the case for UK
business interests. We
will keep all options on
the table and won't hes-
itate to respond in the
national interest,” said
Reynolds.

“Meanwhile we re-
main resolute in our

working with affected
companies today, and
1 back industry’s ap-
plication to the Trade
Remedies Authority to
investigate what “fur-
ther steps might be
necessary to protect UK
producers,” he added.
The tariffs threaten to
make the cost of items
as varied as cars and
soft drink cans more ex-
pensive. Canada is the
biggest exporter of both
steel and aluminium to
the US and expected to

Mauritian leaders hail PM
Modi's announcement of
new parliament building

Port Louis:

The UK PM ex-
pressed disappoint-
ment at the latest
White House actions,
which are designed
to champion US man-
ufacturing by making
foreign-made prod-
ucts less attractive.

be the worst hit. The
European Union (EU)
has already retaliated
after President Ursula
von der Leyen said tar-
iffs bring uncertainty
for the economy,

“Jobs are at stake,
prices up, mnobody
needs that, on both
sides, neither in the EU
or the US," she said,
adding that the eco-
nomic bloc's retaliatory
tariffs were ong but
proportionate" and that
the EU remains "open
to negotiations".

The EU tariffs on cer-
tain US products will
be partially introduced
on April 1 and fully in
place by April 13.

US arms flow to Ukraine agaln as Kremlin mulls

Kyiv:.

us deliveries
to  Ukraine  resum

Wednesday, officials said,
a day after the Trump
administration lifted its
suspension of mlhtarv
aid for Kyiv in hg]ﬂ

offi
signalled that they were
open to a 30-day cease-
fire baclked by Washing-
ton.

Kremlin -~ spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov said
Wednesday that it's im-
portant not to “get ahead”

of the question of re-
sponding to the ceasefire
proposal. He told report-
ers that Moscow is await-
ing “detailed information”

dbULl( ufmm the US and

suggested that Russia
must get that first before
it can take a position.

Arms  deliveries  to

Ukraine have already re-
sumed through a Polish
entre, the for-

s of Ukraine
and Polund announced
Wednesday. The deliver-
ies go through a NATO
and US hub in the east-
ern Polish city of Rzeszow
that's has been used to
ferty Western weapons

sia’s bigger military force
at bay. But for Moscow,
more American aid spells
potentially more diffi-
culty in achieving its war
aims and likely will be a
tough sell in Moscow for
Washington's peace ef-
forts.

US Secretary of State
Marco  Rubio  said

into neighboring Ukraine
about 70 km away.

The American military
help is vital for Ukraine's
shorthanded and weary
army, which is having a
tough time keeping Rus-

Wednesday that Wash-
ington will pursue “mul-
tiple points of contacts”
with Russia to see if Pres-
ident Viadimir Putin is
ready to negotiate an end
to the war. He declined to

Mauritian cabinet min-
isters and parliamen-
tarians on Wednesday
appreciated  the an-
nouncement made by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi regarding sup-
port for the construction
of a mew parliament
building for Mauritius.

Modi described it as
a “gift to Mauritius from
the Mother of Democra-
oy,

The present-day
facade of the Mauritius
Parliament building in
Port Louis is over 200
years old.

Providing further
details about the an-
nouncement,  Foreign

Secretary Vikram Misri
said that India looks for-
ward to receiving pro-
posals from Mauritian
authorities  regarding
11\9 implementation.
“There is a set proce-
dure for undertaking
these kinds of projects.
We will obviously look
forward to receiving a
proposal from the Mau-
ritian authorities on the
scope of the project, and

then we will decide the
method of 1mp1ememd-
tion in terms of design,
consultancy, develop-
ment, construction, and
so forth,” M 4

4id
The ded:u‘dl!()ll

has
elicited widespread
praise from Mauritian

leaders, who sce it as a
much-needed  decision
amid reports of consti-
tutional amendments to
increase the number of
members in the National
Assembly,

Maya  Hanoomanjee,
former Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly of Mauri-
tius, described it as a de-
cision that supports the
countrv’ s requirements.

“It is a very good deci~
sion, especially in view of
the fact that the new gov-
emment has said it will
review the constitution.
Revlewmg the constitu-
tion may mean that we
will need additional seats
in Parliament, and it's al-
ways good to have more
seating space for mem-
bers,” said Hanoomanjee,
who also served as Mauri-
tius" High Commissioner
to India in the past.

ceasefire proposal

give details.

*The ball is truly in their
court,” Rubio said at a re-
fueling stopover
non, Treland on yay to
talks in Canada with oth-
er Group of Seven leading
industrialised nations.
io said he hoped to

ssia stop attacks on
Ukraine within the next
few days as a first step.

“We don't think it's con-
slrur:tive to stand here

ay and say what we're
},(rmg to do if Russia says
no," Rubio said, Addm\t,
he wanted to avoid state-

ments about Russia that

“are abrasive in any way.”

His comments came
amid intensifying Rus-
sian  effort to  push

Ukrainian forces out of
its Kursk region that has
yielded breakthroughs in
recent days, Ukrainian
soldiers told The Associ-
ated Press. The fighting
has escalated as ceasefire
talks come to-a head, with
Moscow intent on taking
back its territory and Kyiv
determined to hold onto
it as a bargaining chip in
any negotiations.

Embracing the Power of a
Multigenerational Workforce

New Delhiz
Amnew report by GI Group
Holding, The Multigen-
erational Edge: Shaping
Tomorrow's  Workplace,
sheds light on the evolv-
ing workplace culture and
the significant role of a
multigenerational work-
force in reshaping corpo-
rate strategies. The study
provides key insights into
how different  genera-
tions influence leadership
styles, work preferences,
and employee engage-
ment, offering

and retain talent.
Workplace  flexibility
has emerged as a critical
factor, with 80% of Gen
Z and 72% of Millenni-
als favoring hybrid work
models. Additionally,
61% of Gen Z and 53% of
Millennials would opt for
fully remate work if given
the choice, while 52% of
Gen Z prefer compressed
workweeks,  prioritizing
efficiency  over longer
hours. Nearly half of Gen
Z (47%) and 65% of Mil-

lenmials the

r(—‘(umlnwndatmns for
business leaders to build
adaptive and human-cen-
tric organizations.

The report highlights
that workplace expecta-
tions vary across gener-
ations, with Convention-
alists (94%) and Gen X
(78%) placing high value
on work, whereas Mil-
lennials (61%) and Gen
Z (39%) prioritize pur-
pose beyond their jobs.
T'his L‘enermona] 5111’&
underlines a growing
mand for flexibility, nun-
sion-driven careers, and
seamless  technological
integration, compelling
businesses to tailor work-
place policies to attract

importance of managing
their own schedules, sig-
naling a departure from
rigid office  struetures.
These findings indicate
that companies must
rethink their workplace
models to accommodate
the evolving expectations
of younger emiployees,

Leadership  engage-
ment and aceessibili-
ty also present notable
generational disparities.
While more than half of
Gen X (54%) and Con-
ventionalists (50%) feel
comfortable  engaging
with senior leadership,
this number drops to 27%
for Millennials and just
14% for GenZ.

RBI invites applications for SROs
in account aggregator ecosystem

heRBI()nWedneﬁ~
Tdd) came out with

a framework for
recognising  self-regu-
latory organisations for
the account a gator
cosystem which  pro-
ides for eligibility crite-
ria, and governance re-
lated aspects of SRO-AA,

Under the aegis of
SRO-AA framework, the
RBI also invited appli-
cations for recognition
of self-regulatory organ-
isation for the account
aggregator  ecosystem
(SRO-AA).

"Interested appli-
cants may submit their
application through
PRAVAAH portal, latest
by June 15, 2025," the
central hank said,

RBI had introduced
the account aggregator
(AA) framework in Sep-
tember 2016. The AA
framework  facilitates
secure and  seamless

I of ified

Finarcial Company -‘-\c
count Agmvgatom,
which act as interme

Information  Providers
(F1Ps) and Financial
]nformahon Users (F1-
Us).

These FIPs and FI-Us
fall under the purview of
different fi al sector

Further, DepArm:ent
of Revenue is deemed
to be the regulator f
Goods and Services T:
Network for the purpose
of onboarding the AA
ecosystem.

The RBI said the AA
ecosystem is distinet in
its complexity, involving

ccha of data among

information
Non-Banking

finaneial
through

regulators -- RBI, Sebi,
Irdai and Pfrda.

a diverse array of Regu-
lated Entities (REs) op-

erating under varied reg-
ul.’mm enyironments.

s complexity ne-
cessitates frequent co-
ordination among these
REs to address various
operational issues such
as dispute resolution,
stamd.ard:st-d agree-
mmon servic-

es,
Given its inherent di-
versity and to support its

smoother adoption and
stabilisation, RBI added

it is desirable to have a
dedicated SRO for the
aceount aggregator eco-
system.

_According  to  the
primary
responslblllly of the

SRO-AA  towards its
members would be to
promot: beﬂ busme‘;';

SRO AA
have to establish mini-
mum benchmarks and
conventions for profes-

Govt Launches
3 Initiatives
for Steel R&D

Varmﬁ on chneadav
launched three initia-
tives under the Steel Re-
search Technology Mis-
sion of India (SRTMI)
to promote R&D in steel
making in the country,
according to an official
statement.

SRTMI is a joint initi-
ative of the Ministry of
Steel and the domestic
steel industry.

Varma, the Minister of
State for Steel, launched
the R&D schemes and
SRITMI web portal to

sional market wndutt drive innovation and

a st its | inability in the steel
"The SRO-AA is e\- sector, the statement

pected to operate with  said.

transparency, profes- The schemes were

sionalism and inde- launched at the ‘Cata-

pendence, in order to
fos greater  confi-
dence in the integrity of
the ecosystem," it said.

Compliance with
the highest standards
of governanece as pre-
seribed in the Com-
panies Act, 2013 is a
pre-requisite for an ef-
fective SRO-AA.

Acer Inaugurates 250th Exclusive Store in Nehru Place, Delhi

New Delhi:

Acer, a global leader in
computing and technol-
ogy, has reached a sig-
nificant milestone with
the grand opening of its
250th exclusive store in
Nehru Place, New Delhi.
This expansion marks
a major step in Acer’s
commitment to m:

cuiting-edge technology
more aceessible to con-

Strategically posi-
tioned in Nehru Place,
India’s largest 1T hub, the
new store aims to pro-
vide an immersive shop-
ping experience for tech
enthusiasts, profession-
als, and businesses. The
state-of-the-art  facility

i Acer’s exten-

ve range of high-perfor-
mance laptops, gaming
devices, and accessories,

offering interactive expe-
riences for visitors under
one roof.

The store is designed

to enhance the retail ex-
perience with han

product demonstrations,
personalized  consulta-

sitioned in
Place, India’s largest
IT hub, the new store
aims to provide an
immersive shopping
expetience for tech
enthusiasts, profes-
sionals, and busi-

nesses. I

tions, and expert techni-
cal guidance. Customers
can also benefit from
exelusive launch offers,
financing options, and
special promotions, fur-
ther making preminm
technology accessible to
awider audience,

Harish Kohli, Pres-
ident & Managing Di-
rector of Acer India,
commented on the mile~
stone, stating. “This is
more than just the open-
ing of another store—it's
a d hnmg moment in
Acer’s journey in India.
Our 250th exclusive
store is a testament to
our deep-rooted commit-
ment to making worl
class technology accessi-
blé to every Indian, from
metro cities to tier-3 .md
tier-4 towns. Thi
stone is just the be;.r,m—
ning, as we set our sights
on 300+ stores this year,
bringing Acer closer to
ctistomers everywhere.”

The opening of the

’ -
stmteml With a vision
to surpass 300 exclusive
stores in India by the end
of the year, the company

is focused on extending
its presence to tier-2,
tier-3, and tier-4 cities,
ensuring that emerging
markets have the same
aceess to premium fech-
nology and personalized
service as metropolitan
areas.

Acer’s  direct-to-con-
sumer approach  rein-
forces its omnichannel
strategy, complementing
a strong online presence
with an expanding offline
network.

lysing R&D in the Indi-
an Steel Sector' sector
event, organised by the
Ministry of Steel in the
national capital.

The new R&D initi-
atives and SteelCollab
portal will play a criti-
cal role as India moves
towards a 300 MT steel
capacity by 2030, the
minister said.

He also noted that
there is a need to accel-
erate technology com-
mercialisation and in-
digenous capital goods
manufacturing.

In his address, Steel
Secretary Sandeep
Poundrik  stressed the
need for research tailored
to India's unique industry
structure, where 45 per
cent of capacity lies in the
secondary steel sector.

According to the state-
ment, the first scheme
== Challenge Method -
aims to identify and solve
critical  industry-wide
challenges of national in-
terest, while the objective
of the Open Tnnovation
Method initiative is to
support open research
proposals from academia
and researchers in collab-
oration with the industry.
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Mumbai Indians, with
such experienced play-
ers; you wouldn't ex-

ricket

pect these errors”; Mithall Ra)

Still not over it: Samson on releasing
close friend Buttler ahead of auction

New Delhi
ajasthan  Royals captain
Sanju Samson is still not
over Jos Buttler no longer
heing part of the team, and if
he had his way, he would do away with
the rule of releasing playersin the IPL.

Samson and Buttler opened batting
for Rayals for seven years but they did
not retain the Englishman ahead of the
mega auction Jast year.

Buttler will play for Gujarat Titans
in the upcoming IPL,

“The IPL gives you the opportunity
to lead a team and play at the highest
level, and it also allows you to build
close friendships,” Samson told Jiostar,

“Jos Buttler is one of my closest
friends. We played together for seven
vears. During this time, our batting
partnership time itself is so long that
we got to know each other sowell

“He hasbeen like an elder brother to
me. Whenever [ had a doubt, Twould
talk to him. When [ became captuin [in
2021], he was my vice-captain and
helped me become a good captain.”
Samson said letting go of Buttler was
otie of the hardest decision he has had
to make. Royals had retained six
players, including Samson, Yashavi
Jaiswal, Rivan Parag Dhruv Jurel,
Shimron Hetmyer and Sandeep
Sharma.

“Letting him go has beenone of the

Shubman Gill wins ICC
Player of the Month
award for February

In his five ODIs over the
course of the month,
Gill compiled 406 runs,
averaging 101.50 at a
strike rate of 94.19.

Dubai

Star India opener Shubman Gill
was on Wednesday named the 1CC
Men’s Player of the Month for Feb-
ruary following his stellar per-
formances, which includes his ex-
ploits in his team’s title-winning
Champions Trophy campaign.

Gill took home the award, beat-
ing competition from Australia's
Steve Smith and New Zealand's
Glenn Phillips.

In his five ODIs over the course
of the month, Gill compiled 406
runs, averaging 10150 at a strike
rate of 94.19.

This included a stellar outing in
the 3-0 series win over England,
wherein Gill registered three con-
secutive scores of overfifty.

Gill began with a confident 87 in
Nagpur and followed it up with a
60 in Cuttack. He finished in a
grand style, smashing a hundred in
Ahmedabad. His 112 came from
merely 102 balls and included 14
fours and three sixes.

Gill was awarded player-of-the-
match for this innings, and also
took home the player-of-the-se-
ries award.

Continuing his golden run into
the Champions Trophy, Gill hit an
unbeaten 101 to lead India's chase
in their tournament opener against
Bangladesh here. He followed it up
with a resolute 46 against Pak-
istan,

India won both of their opening
matches in the Champions Tro-
phy on the back of these knocks.

This is the third ICC Men's Play-
er of the Month honour for Gill,
who had previously won it twice in
2023 — January and September.

__| -
most challenging decisions for me.
During the England series, I told him
over dinner that Twassstill not over it,
I 1 could change one thing in the
IPL, I would change the rule of
releasing players every three vears," he
said. “While it has its positives, ona
personal level, you lose that connect,
that relation you built over years. He
was a part of the family. What more
can I say?” While Buttler will not be

around in Royals dugout: Samson is
happy about reuniting with head coach
Rahul Dravid.

“Rahulsirwas the one who spotted
me from the trials. He came up to me
and said, ‘Can you play for my team?’
From there to now, with me being the
captain of the franchise and he coming
back ~ I'm very grateful, as we all are
in the franchise, to have Rahul sir
back," he said.

Rohit climbs to third, Gill retains
top spot in ICC ODI rankings

Dubai

India captain Rohit Sharma jumped
two places to third in the latest
1CC ODI batter rankings following
his stellar performance in the
Champions Trophy final, while
teammate Shubman Gill held on to
the top spot.

Rohit smashed 76 from just 83
deliveries, helping India secure a
four-wicket victory over New
Zealand in the summit clash.

Star India batter Virat Kohli, who
amassed 218 runs in the eight-
team ICC tournament, slipped one
place to fifth, while Shreyas Iyer re-
mained steady at eighth, keeping
four Indians in the top-10.

New Zealand trio of Daryl
Mitchell (up one place to sixth),
Rachin Ravindra (up 14 spots to
14th) and Glenn Phillips (up six
rungs to 24th) also made significant
gains,

New Zealand captain and left-
arm spinner Mitchell Santner was
a big improver on the updated list
for ODI bowlers.

Santner, who claimed nine wick-
ets including two in the final,
climbed six spots to second behind
Sri Lankan offspinner Maheesh
Theekshana,

Indian due — Kuldeep Yadav and
Ravindra Jadeja — rose three places
each to be inside the top-10 fol-
lowing their exploits at the Cham-
pions Trophy,

Leftarm wrist spinner Kuldecp

(up three spats to third) is a big im-
prover on the back of his seven
wickets for the tournament.

Leftarm spinner Jadeja moved
up three places to 10th following his
five wickets for India during their
unbeaten run at the Champions
Trophy.

Afghanistan star Azmatullah
Omarzai maintains his lead at the
top of the rankings for ODI all-
rounders, though he does have
some fresh competition from a trio
of New Zealand players.

Santner rose one place to fourth
overall, Michael Bracewell gained
seven spots to move to seventh,
while Rachin Ravindra climbed
cight rungs to improve to eighth.

“I have played under him [at RR] as
aplayer when he was the captain and
I have played under himin the Indian
team when he was the coach. But a
captain-coach relationship is very
special and I'm very much looking
forward taleaming 4 lot from him.

"He is a top-noteh professional and
makes sure everything is done
properdy. Iwas with bim last month in
Nagpur at RR's sports academy. From
morning ten o'clock till evening five
o'dock, he was standing in the heat,
watching the batsmen bat and the
bowlers bowl, interacting with them,
discussing with the coaches. He is
absolutely involved in each and
everything." Royals signed 13-year-
old Vaibliav Survavanshi at the auction
and that attracted a lot of attention.

Samson said the teenager is ready for
the big leap.

“He looks very confident. He was
sitting sixes out of the ground in the
academy. So what else can T do? T think
it’s all about understanding his
strength, backing it and being around
as an elder brother.

"He looks ready. I think it's all about
keeping himin the best shape and in
a relaxed environment, which RR is
known for, and then back him, You
never know, in a conple of years he
might end up playing for India as
well.”

India’s absence in WTC final to

London
India's failure to qualify for the World
Test Championship final is expected to
cost Lord"s nearly 4 million pounds in
revenue when it hosts the five-day
matchin June,

After finishing as runners-up in the
last two editions, India missed out on
a spot in the summit clash, with Aus-
tralia and South Afriea now set tobat-
tle for the ultimate glory in Test crick-
et

“Lord's is set to generate neasly
Eqmillion less in revenue for the up-
coming ICC World Test Championship
final after India's failure to qualify,” a
report in The Times said.

*,..the absence of India has signifi-
cantly curtailed the financial windfall
expected by Marviebone Cricket Club
(MCC), underscoring the financial in-
fuence of Indian ericket across the glob-
algame.” Having spent most of the past
year in the top two of the 10C World
Test CF ionshi lings, Rohit

place after losing a home series 0-3 to,
New Zealand, followed by a 1-3 defeat
to Australia n the Border-Gavaskar
“Trophy series, thus missing out on the
final. MCC had originally set premium
ticket prices for the World Test Cham-
pionship final, anticipating that In-
dia’s participation would lead to a
surge in ticket sales. However, onee it
became clear that India would not
make it to the final, the MCC revised
theirstrategy and reduced ticket prices.

“The decision to be flexible with
prices for the World Test Champi-
onship final was taken this year, with
tickets now being sold at between £40
and £90 — about £50 cheaper than
they had originally been priced, ac-
counting for theloss in revenue,” the re-
port said.

The MCC had faced criticism last year:
during England's Test series aguinst Sri
Lanka, when only g.000 spectators
attended the fourth day of the match,

ing them to ider their

Sharma and his team slipped to third

pricing strategy for this event.

Rohit should get to decide own future, retirement
speculation unwarranted, says Vengsarkar

New Delhi

The “unwarranted” speculation on
Rohit Sharma’s retirement during
the Champions Trophy irked former
captain Dilip Vengsarkar to no end as
he believes greats like the current In-
dlia skipper deserve time and space to
decide on their future.

After leading India to their second
1CC title in nine months, Rohit him-
self dismissed all the speculations
on his fature, saying he isnot retiring
from the ODI format.

The ear-old Rohit has not yet
committed to the 2027 ODI World
Cup but Vengsarkar reckons his pres-
ence can only be good for the team.

“1 am not an astrologer. A lot of
matchesto go tll the 2027 World Cup,
Alot will depend on his form and fit-
ness. [t is not fair to say anything at
this stage but he has been outstand-
ing as both captain and player.

“1 don’t know why people specu-
lated (on his retirement), it's unwar-
ranted. A player of his stature should
get to decide about his future,”
Vengsarkar said.

Both in the 2024 T20 World Cup
and the Champions Trophy, Rohit's
cameos in challenging batting condi-
tions were worth their weight in gold.
Tn Dubai, he made sure India got the
most out of the powerplay. especial-
ly in the high-pressure run chase
against New Zealand in the final,

‘With Rohit going for his shots from
ball one, the others could take time to
adjust 1o the pace of the slow surface.

Rohit might be eyeing 2027 ODI WC
title before calling it quits: Ponting

Dubai

Australia legend Ricky Ponting be-
lieves Rohit Sharma is still going strong
and asense of unfinished business was
behind his decision to cantinue plaving
and leading India in the 50-over format
uniil the 2027 ODI World Cup to be
jointly hosted by South Africa, Zim-
babwe and Namibia.

Barring the ODI World Cup, Rohit
haswon all ICC titles while captaining,
India. He came agonisingly close to lay-
ing his hands on the 50-over world ti-
tle at home in zoz3, only tolnse to Aus-
tralia in the final.

Speaking on The 1CC Review, the for-
mer Australia skipper said Rohit is pret-
ty ¢lear about his future goals.

“When you start getting to that point
of your esreer, everyone’s waiting for
you toretire. And 1 don't know why,
when you can still play as well as he's
played (in the Champions Trophy fi-
nal), I think he was just trying to put
those questions to bed once and for all
and say, 'no, I'm still playing well
enough. 1 love playing in this team, |
love leading this team.”“And I think, the
fact that he said that, to me, it means
that he must have that goal im mind of

e

playing in the next (50-over) World
Cup (in2027)," Ponting stated.

Handed the responsibility of cap-
tainey in 2021 at the age of 34, Rohit on
Sunday elinched his second 10C title —
following the T20 Woild Cup win last
year — as India defeated New Zealand
by four wickets to win the Champions
Trophy here.

Chasing 252, Rohit, 38, led from the
frontwith an 83-hall 76 at the top to set
the platform for a comfortable win.

In the run-up to the tournament,

there were talks around Rohit’s re-
tirement from the ODI format after the
Champions Trophy, as he had retired
from Tzols after winning the Tzo
Warld Cup.

But Rahit simply rejected the theo-
ries at the post-match press conference
following the final.

“Onemore thing, I'm not going tore-
tire from this format, just to make sure
no more rumous are spread,” Rohit
told reporters after winning the play-
er-of-the-match award,

Ponting said the urge towin the only
missing 1CC trophy in his eabinet, the
ODI Warld Cup, might be behind Ro-
hit’s mind to prolong his career.

*“I think probably the fact that they
(India) last the last one and he was cap-
tarin, that might be the thing that's play-
ing on the back of his mind,” the Aus-
tralian said.

*Just have one more crack al tying
towin the T20 World Cup, the Cham-
pions Trophy, and the ODI World
Cup.

“I mean when you see him play like
he played in the Champions Trophy fi-
nal, you wouldn't say that his time is up
Jjust yet,” Ponting added.

this time is nothing short of exem-
plary. He has got three double hun-
dreds in ODL. What more do 1 say
abont him.

“Guys like Virat and Rohit are big
match players, bigger the platform the
hetterthe performance. Itis veryim-
portant from team’s point of view.
Their sheer presence is demoralising
the apposition,” said Vengsarkar,
who is also a former chief selector who
tracked both Rohit and Kohli in their
early days,

It wasa complete turnaround of for-
tunes for Rohit who had to drop him-
selfin the finul Test in Sydney due to
an extended lean run.

Happy to see lyer realising his po-
tential Runs from the likes of Shreyas
Iyer and KL Rahulon slow pitches of
Dubai contributed immensely to In-
dia’s title-winning run.

“The way he has been playing all

Following a roller-coaster year when
he won the IPL and was dropped
from thie central contracts at the same
time, Iyer has shown his value to the
team. Vengsarkar could not be more
pleased for the middle-order batter.

“Iyer did very well but Tam not hap-
py the way he gotout in the final. He
should have continued till the very end
and finished the game. But happy to
see him realise his potential.

“KL too played a few important in-
nings at number six but still not con-
vinced Axar Patel hatting ahead of him
at five. The left-hand right-hand com-
bination could be the only reason.”
Vengsarkar also gave duie credit to the
ion panel led by Ajit Agarkar.
redit needs to go to the selectors
aswell. They stuck with Rohit after the
Australia series. Even the dedsion to
take five spinners in the squad proved
to be n master stroke,” he added.

Alana King wins February's ICC
Women's Player of the Month award

Dubai
Australia spinner Alana King on
Wednesday was awarded Febru-
ary's Player of the Month following
her exceptional performance against
England in Women's Ashes

King beat out teammate Annabel
Sutherland  and  Thailand's
Thipateha Putthawong for the
monthly award, making it three
straight months that Australian
players have taken out the coveted
accolade, with Sutherland (Decem-
ber 2024) and Beth Mooney (Janu-
ary 2025) the previous winners.

it was the first time King had
been awarded the monthly ICC
award, and the right-armer paid
tribute to her teammates.

“It's been a big summer for the
girls, and we're obviously really
pleased to have retained the Ashes
the way we did. I was proud to
have played a role in that success
and will remember that series, in
particular the Test match, for a
long time. 1 was proud to have
played a role in that suceess and will
remember that series, in particular
the Test match, for a long time.
There's no bigger stage than an

Ashes Test on the MCG, and I'm so
grateful to have been a part of it,"
King said, as quoted by 1CC.

King played a pivotal role in Aus-
tralia's dominant victory over Eng-
land in the one-off Test match at the
MCG.

She claimed a total of nine scalps
for the match, conceding just 98
rons in total. The first innings saw
the spinner claim 4-45, which
helped bowl out England for 170.

After Australia took a mammoth
270-run lead, King once again
brought her best in the second in-
nings. claiming 5-54 as Australia
bowled out England for 148.

Her game-changing bowling was
instrumental in securing Australia’s
commanding innings and 122-run
win.

In addition to her impact with the
ball, King also contributed two
catches and chipped in with three
runs with the bat.

Her all-around performance was
crueial in Australia’s emphatic tri-
umphin the one-off Women's Ash-
es Test and capping off a never-
seen-before 16-0 result in the mul-
ti-format series.
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My dream is to help
’ India win World Cup”: [l a8
i India all-rounder

Sayall Satghare

Football legends Figo, Puyol, Morientes,
Quaresma to star in 'Legends face-off'

Mumbai (Maharashtra)

1 April 6 at DY Patil Stadinm,

Navi Mumbai, the legends

of Real Madrid and FC

Barcelona will reignite their

iconic battle in Legends Faceoff, an

electrifying spectacle featuring some

of the most celebrated names in world

foatball, as per The Sports Front press
release,

Among the football greats confirmed
for this highly anticipated shovwdown are
Luis Figo, Carles Puyol, Fernando
Morientes, and Ricardo Quaresmu,
edch alegend in their own right.

Luis Figo, a Ballon d'Or winner
(2000) and a key figure in Portuguese
foatball history, played for both FC
Bareelona and Real Madrid, winning
multiple La Liga titles and the 2002
UEFA Champions League with Los
Blancos.

Carles Puyol, a defensive powerhouse
for FC Barcelona and Spain, captained
Barca to six La Liga titles and three

EFA Champions League trophies
also plaving a crucial role in
2010 FIFA World Cup triumph
Euro 2008 victory.

Fernando Morientes, a prolific goal-
seorer, was instrumental in Real
Madnid's dominance, securing three
UEFA Champions League titles (1998,
2000, 2002) and representing Spainin
two FIFA World Cups (1998, 2002) and
U Eairo 2004

Ricardo Quaresma, known for his flair

Punjab FC's rising star:
Viswajeet Yadav's
journey from young
footballer to DSC winner

New Delhi

At just17 years old, Punjab FC's U-17
goalkeeper Viswajeet Yadav is al-
ready making a name for himself in
football. He won the Dream Sports
Championship U-17 Football Tour-
nament in 2024, where he was also
named the best goalkeeper of the
tournament,

Viswajeet is now carving hispath in
the sport with his unconventional
approach to goalkeeping. His journey
in football began with a simple yet
powerful inspiration, his father.

“My father played & huge role get-
ting me into football," Viswajeet re-
called, as quoted from a release by
Drc:\m Sports Championship season

"Whether it was kicking the ball
around inthe room, watching mitch-
es together, or going for local games,
those early moments planted the seed
for my football journey," he added.

Though his father never played
professionally, having given up the
spart to support his family, he became
the primary catalyst for Viswajeet's
passion.

What sets Viswajeet apart is his
uniqu e of goalkeeping. Unlike
traditional keepers, he sees himselfas
a "sweeper keeper” who plays more
like a midfielder.

"When the ballis at my feet, 'm dif-
ferent,” he explained.

"I try to play through passes, 1try
to provide assists if I can,” he added.

His admiration for goalkeepers like
Manuel Neuer and Alisson stems
from their exceptional ball distribution
skills,

The voung athlete's resilience was
dramatically demonstrated during
the Dream Sports Championship,
where he played the final with a frac-
tured right wrist.

"L'had a fracture before the
pionship,” he shared matter-of-fact-
Iy.

"But I played the final round and
even won the Golden Glove," he
added.

Mental prepar as crucial to
Viswajeet as physical skill. His pre-
match rituals involve yoga, medita-
tion, and prayer. When facing high-
pressure situations like penalty
shootouts, he relies on positive self-
talk.

"L alw v to get into my oppo-
nent'smind," he said.

e done this before.
1 can save this," he noted.

The Dream Sports Championship -
anganised by the Dream Sports Foun-
dation - has been transformative for

he explained.
"Now, we're playing 26 to 28 match-
s, he noted.

and creativity, was a key part of
Portugal's U Farro 2016-winning
squad. The former FCBarcelona and FC
inger also won league titles in
il Turkey, dlong with the
UEFA Europa League with Porto (2011),
cementing his reputation as one of the
game's most skilful wingers.

Legends share their excitement ahead
of the faceoff in Mumbai.

Luis Figo said, as quoted by The
Sport Front press release, "India, [
koow you love foatball, and I can't wait
to bring the magic to Mumbai. Let's
make this an unforgettable night!”

Carles Puyol said, "India, ['ve seen

3y
your passion for football from afar—now
it time to witness it up close. Canlt wait

nando Morientes said, "I've plaved
insome of the most lectric stadiums in
the world, and now it's time to
experience India’s foothall madness.

See you soon, Mumbai
Ricardo Quaresma said, “I've heard
incredible things about football fans in
India. Ixxm ted to finally experience itin
Mumbaif”,
Speaking about this landmark event,
John Zaidi, CEO & Co-Founder of The
Sports Front, said, as quoted by a press
release, "At The Sports Front, we are

committed to creating world-class
sporting experiences that bring global
legends closer to fans. Tegends Faceoff
is a historic moment for indian foothall,
and we are thrilled to bring these iconic
players to Mumbai. This match is not
justabout foatbalk it's about celehrating
the passion and love for the game that
Indian fans havealways shown. We can't
wiidt for an unforgettable night on April
th "

Speaking on the inttiative, Anirudh
Poddar, COO & CFO and CO-Founder
of The Sports Front, said, "The
excitement surrounding El Clasico
Legends Mumbuti has been incredible.
With the lineup kaing shape and fan
engagement growing, we are set for an
unforgettable night on April 6, Thi
just the beginning of something special
for football in India.”

Speaking on the association, Josep
Maria Meseguer, Head of Barcelona
Legends, said, "We truly appreciate
India’s efforts in bringing a historie
match like El ico to Mumbai.
Football holds # special place in the
hearts of Indian fans, and events like
thesehelp strengthen the global football
community. A special thanks to John
Zaidi and The Sports Front team for
their dedication and passionin making
this possible. Their vision and hard
work have created an incredible
platform for fans to experience the
magic of Barea Legends and Real
Madrid Leyendas lve."

India Masters to play first semi-final of
International Masters League on March 13

Raipur (Clihatiisgarh)
Sri Lanka Masters, India Masters, West
Indies Masters and Australia Masters
have qualified for the semi-finals of the
inaugiral International Masters League.

India Masters, who are second in the
points table with eight points from
their five league games, will play the fist
semi-final at Raipur on Thursday.
March 13, They will play the team that
fimi hird in the points table.

Sri Lanka Masters, who have topped
the points table with eight pointsand a
superior NRR, will play the team that
finished fourth at the league stage in the'
second seri-final on Friday, March 14,
at Raipur.

The third and fourth places in the
points table will become clear after
the last league game between Aus-
tralia Masters and England Masters,
whichwill be played in Raipur later to-

L .i. R FAS — T

day. Carrently, the Australia \’l'strN.we
at four points with one game to play,
and the West Indies Masters are at six
pomts after playmg all their matches.

Manu Bhaker emphasizes the
importance of fitness for a healthy life

Chandigarh (Haryana,
Olympic medallist shoter Manu Bhak-
erhas, always been a strong advocate for
fitness and a healthy lifestvle. Accord-
ing taher, umim.u'nim, gboth Lnla] and

ing greater than fitness. Eating healthy
and living a healthy lifestyle his been
a tradition in our country. Our ances~
tors would work on farms and eat
healthy, and that is why they were
mentally and physically strong and
healthy," she said.

She believes that staying healthy is
not just about physical strength but also
about mental ence. In today’s
fast-paced life, people often neglect
theirhealth, which leads to various dis-
and decreased efficiency.

"Mental and physical fitness is ex-
tremely important. Taking out some
time from the routine is essential to live
disease-free," she added.

She believes that prioritizing fitness
is the key to longevity and peak per-
formanc:

Bhaler’s journey has been nothing
short of extraordinary. A prodigious tal-
ent who fell short at the Tokvo 2021
Olympics, Manu made history in Paris
by becoming the first Indian to win two
medals in asingle edition of Olympics.

Bhaker opened India's medal tally in
the Olympics after she secured thind
place in the women's individual 10m air
pistol event, hecoming the frst-ever
woman shooter to win an Olympic
medal for India. Following that, Sarab-
jot Singh and Bhaker won the bronze
medal in the 10m air pistol (mixed
team) event, which was India's first-cver
shooting team medal.

In her fingl event, she narrowly
missed out an the historic grand treble
and finished fourthin the women's 25m
pistol shooting event. She missed outon

the opportunity to hecome the first In-
diun to win three medals at the
Olympics.

The young shooter's sweet redlemp-
tion came after a disappointing Tokyo
Olympics campaign in 2021, where a
malfunction in her gun cost her a
medal. During the 10 m air pistol qual-
ification round during the Tokyo
Olympics, her gun malfunctioned,
which eaused her to lose alot of time.
She was left with a viry short amount
oftime to carry out her quota of shats.
She missed the top-eight finish re-
quired to qualify for thefinal round and
finished at the 12th spot. Inthe 25-me-
tre pistal event, she fafled to qualify fur-
ther, finishing in the 15th spot. Her 10
m air pistol mixed team event did not
go will either, asshe finished in seventh
overall.

The final of the IML will also be
played at Raipur on Sunday, 16 March.

Earlier on Satarday, lndm Masters
gave the final touch
rations for the semifinals of the LnlL
national Masters League (IML) 2025,
registering a spectacular seven-run
win against West Indies Masters tokick
off the final leg of the tournament in
Ratpur.

The home side rode Stuart Binny's
three-wicket burst and a smart final
over from Irfan Pathan to get over the
line in the high-scoring thriller.

The stage was set for a nostalgic
showdown, rekindling one of cricket's
most legendary rvalries—Sachin Ten-
dullear vs. Brian Lara. While the Indi-
anicon was rested, the contest still lived
up o its billing, delivering a captivating
blend of nostalgia and exhilarating ae-
tion,

James Maddison underscores
"defining factor" behind
Tottenham's struggle

London
Tottenham Hotspur star midfielder

Jumes Maddison outlined the fac-
tors behind the club's strugple in the
ongoing Premier League season.
He also addressed Tottenham Hot-
spur's chances of qualifying for the
next round of the UEFA Europa
League, considering their 1-0 deficit
after the first leg against AZ Alk-
maar.

It hasn't been a dream run for
Tottenham in the ongoing Premier
League campaign under head coach
Ange Postevoglon. The Spurs are
Lutlumh in the 13th spot with 34
points in 28 matches

Tt has been a season riddled with
injuries. Last December, the club
endured an injury erisis when all
four senior centre-ba
available due to injuri

Maddison believes i llljlll'\ has been
a massive factor behind their dwin-
dling season. The 28-year-old knows
Tottenham could have played better
in certain moments of some games
hul admits injury has been a "defin-
metor in their campaign.

Well it's a massive factor, and I
dnn 'l want to sound like I'm making
loads of excuses, but when you have
such a long period of time in the
busiest part of the year where you
miss (Guglielmo) Vicario, (Crist-
ian) Romero, (Micky) Van de "
(Destiny) Udogie, (Dominic)
Solanke. Richarlison for long peri-

ods, not just one game or two
games, it is a defining factor,” Mad-
dison told Sky Sports

"Of eourse, we're not naive to not
look in the mirror and think that we
could have been better here, we
could have been better there. Per-
formances in certain games maybe
eould have been better, but it is a
defining factor, and it's been a tough
year for sethacks with injuriesat this
club, It's just factual,” he added.

With Tottenham's current posi-
tion in the standings, a spot n the
top six appears to be a bleak hope
for them, A successful quest in the
UEFA Europa League is their best
shot at continuing to play in Euro-
pean competition,

But Tottenham need to turn
around a 1-0 deficit in the Round of
16 in their home stadium to keep
their campaign alive. Maddison
urged the fans to get behind the
team on Friday as they aim to knock
AZ Alkmaar out of the competi-
tion.

"Yeah, we know what it means to
us, the fans, everyone, we're all on
the same page. The first leg obvi-
ously wasn't good enough, tough
conditions on a tough pitch to play
the way we want to play, but it's only
1-0, they've got to come to the Tot-
tenham Hotspur Stadium, and if the
fans get behind us and have the
nce rocking like we know they
can," he said.

Arshdeep opens up on senior debut experience
following Hockey India Jugraj Singh award nomination

New Dethi

The 20-year-old forward Arshdeep
Singh has recently been in the spot-
light for his consistent perform-
ances, earning him his senior India
debut atthe FIH Hockey Pro League
2024/25 (Men) in Bhubaneswar.
The federation has also recognised
his talent and hard work as he has
been nominated for the Hockey In-
dia Jugraj Singh Award for Up-
coming Player of the Year (Men -
Under 21).

Arshdeep has been nominated
e hus _nlmor squad, team-
, Shardanand Ti-

wari an \nn]l:et Singh Hundal.
aid

Talking about the awards, he
us quoted by a Hockey India press
release, "l did not expect to henom-
inated for such a prestigious award.
1 am honoured and grateful to Hock-
ey India. Even if 1 do not win the
award, this has highly motivated me
to do better and work harder on my
game."”

About his debut, Arshdeep said,
"My debut experience was very
good. I got to play two matches and
1learned a lot, especially how strue-
tured the top teams in the world are.
Playing with the senior players has
boasted my confidence and h: mo-
tivated me t prove my game."

Arshdeep first made headlines
during the o Men's Junior Asia
Cup in Décember last véar as he
scored six goals in the tournament
and was impressive with the stick.
"It was a very good tournament for
m d 1 scored some good goals.
Especially winning against Pakistan
in the final was a special moment for
me. [ thought I would get a chance
to play for the seniors after the
Junior World Cup later this year, but

1 did not expect to make it into the
senior squad so early,” he com-
mented.

Although he did catch eyes during
the Junior Asia Cup, Arshdeep
Singh's hreakout tournament was
the Hockey India League (H1L) ear-
lier this year, where he was named
the Upcoming Player of the tourna-
ment. He was one of the first names
in the Hyderabad Toofans team
\lmet and scored three goals to help
is side reach the final.

Talking about his HIL experi-
ence, Arshdeep shared, "The at-
mosphere in my team, Hyderabad

why I could play so freely and thrive
in the tournament.”

"was with the team when I got'to
know that I have been selected in the
national team. I called my mom
first beca it was truly a proud
moment for me," he added.

Although it was a big day for Ar-
shdeep when his name was in the
Iimeup against Spain, he was more
excited than nervous since the sen-
ior players in the squad helped him
cope with the pre-match blues. "1
was excited because I wanted to

ake the most of this chance. The
Senior players really helped me.
Sukhjeet advised me to play freely
and not think about the mistakes 1
make. He told me the way I r af-
ter making mistakes is more im-
portant.”

"Captain Harmanpreet Singh told
me he will try his best to win the
match to make it memorable for me
and told me to try my hardest to
score a debut goal.”

Arshdeep has now joined the jun-
ior squad camp in Bengaluru and is
preparing for the Men's Junior
Hockey World Cup, set to happen in
December.
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SFI Hosts Satyam's
Triptych 2025: A Grand

Noida
atyam Fashion In-
stitute (SF1), one of
’s premier de-
sign institutions af-
filiated with SNDT Women's
University, Mumbai, host-
edits hlghlv anticipated an-
ation  show,
y pty('h 2025, on
the occasion of Internation-
al Women's Day. The event

Showcase of Design Creativity

The evening featured mes-
merizing collections reflect-
ingdiverse inspirations—fu-
sion of heritage with moder-
nity, sustainable faghion, and
avant-garde experimental
designs. Bach ensemble told
a unique story, celebrating
the intersection of tradition
and innovation in the fashion
industry. The audience,
whu_h induded industry pro-

was a celebration Is, students, and me-
of creativity and innovation,  dia personnel, was left
featuring the pioneering de-  awestruck by the originality
signs of graduating students.  and craftsmanship displayed

Showcasing collections i
spired by contemporary, his-
tnmal aml cultural desug,n

on the runway.
As a tribute to Interna-
tional Women's Day, the

eras, tl
the audience, earning stand-
ingovations for their artistic
excellence.

The evening was graced by
esteemed dignitaries, indus-
try experts, and leading de-
signers. The distinguished
panel  incuded  Dr.
Shashikala G. Wanjari, Vice
Chancellor of the National
Institute of Educational Plan-
ning and Administration
(NIEPA), New Delhi, as the
Chief Guest.

The event was spearhead-
edby Dr. Sneh Singh, Chair-
person of SGI; CA Dr.
Pradeep Gupta, Secretary,
Dr. Vandana Jaglan, Princi-
pal of SFL; and Dr. Neetu
Malhotra, Vice Principal and
Show Organizer. They ex-
tended their heartfelt con-
gratulations to the gad\nt-
ing designers, encouraging
them to embrace the future
with confidence and creativ-
ity

event und d therole of
women in shaping the future
of design. The platform pro-
vided voung designers with
the opportunity to showease
their talent to an audience of
industry veterans, opening
doors for potential collabo-
rations and career opportu-
nities.

With the success of

once again remtun:ed its
legacy of nurturing creative
minds ane producing indus-
try-ready designers. The
event was not just a fashion
show but a testament to the
power of design, culture, and
innovation coming together
to celebrate the future of
fashion.

Asthe curtains closed on
this' grand celebration, the
young designers embarked
on their professional jour-
neys, ready to leave their
mark on the ever-evolving
fashion landscape.

Mumbai

rking on
"Tumko
Mert
Kasam"
felt like homecoming,
says actor Esha Deol,
who returns to the
big sareen after a
gap of almost a

decade.

Directed by
Vikram Bhatt and
also starring Ish-
wak Singh, is loose-
ly based on the life of
Dr. Ajay Murdia,
the founder of In-

’.‘)

dira IVF, a
chain of fertil-
ity clinics.

“It'sa won-

k Singh says
his roles in
the web se-
ries
“Paatal
Lok™ and “"Rocket Boys”
helped establish him as an
actor in the film industry.
The New Delhi-born actor

made his film debut with a
small role in 2013's "Raan-
Jhmm and featured in
movies such as "Aligarh”,

“Tamasha”, and "Veere Di
Wedding".

Singh will next be seen in
“Tumko Meri Kasam®, a
semi-biographical film on
Dr. Ajay Murdia, the founder
of Indira IVF, a chain of fer-
tility clinics. Itis directed by
Vikram Bhatt and presented
by Mahesh Bhatt & Indira
Entertainment.

“It is all because of the
shows L have done that film-
makers became aware of
what my skill set is. They
may have known about me
because I was here and there
doing stuff (in the industry)
but I think it was not it was-
o't until 'Paatal Lok', 'Rock-
et Bows' and shows like these
that kind of got me on the
miap and on filmmakers'
radar. They thought of cast-
ing me in filmslike these,” he
said.

"Tumko Meri Kasam"
stars Singlin the lead role of
a young Dr Ajay Murdia.

Despite facing chdl]enges
early on, the actor s‘aulhu

“I have been gemng my

share (of work)... I have al-
ways felt that I gotas much
work as I was capable of at

[ TOPSTORY, s, Trumsoat 13, Manci 2025

derful feeling returning to
the big screen. I enjoyed
doing web series and every-
thing in the past couple of
years and this is different
and special because it is
like homecoming,” Deol
said. The 43-vear-old ac-
tor, known for her 2000
films like "Dhoom”, "Yuva",
“"No Entry", "Just Married",
said it was therapeutic to
play anintense character of
a defence lawyer in her new
film.

"Itis thrilling and thera-
peutic when you able to do
things with that intensity
because you are doing it
witha purpose... Sheis a de-
fense lawyer and responsi-
bly taking up a case which is

that time. Not less, notmore.
ys been sat-
isfiec in that sense. As an ac-
tor, you are never satisfied
becanse you always want
more.

“You are always hungry to
play different characters, ta
work with different film-
makers and formal
comedy, horror to ac
would love to explore differ-
ent genres. I love doing ac-
tion. dance and music, mu-
sical kind of a thing,” he
said. According to Singh, an
actor doesn't need to knock
every filmmaker’s door for
roles as his work speaks or-
ganically.

“Once you are out there
working and people reach
out to you. That is how the
movie business works. It is
not like youneed to knock an
every door every day. Your
work speaks for itself and
that is the magie of this in-
dustry and our line of work.
For me, it is just about want-
ing to give it my best and see
how things happen organi-
cally,” he said.

“Tumko Meri Kasarn” is
billed as a romantic drama
which explores the subject of
infertility and the actor said
thereis a need to normalise
the subject in society.

“It’s taboo in our society.
We do not talk about it
enough. People feel uncom-
fortable talking about it be-
cause it makes them looklike
they are not enough... The
film would not only start a
dialogue but also kind of
normalise it. That it is okay
to go out and seek treat-
ment (for) fertility,” he said.

The film also stars Anu-
pam Kher. Adah Sharma
and Esha Deol. It is sched-
uled to be released in the-
atres on March 21,

Playing intense
character on screen is
therapeutic: Esha Deol

very complex. Tenjoyed do-
ing it,” Deol said.

After starring opposite
Ajay Devgn in “Rudra: The
Edge Of Darkness™ and with
Suniel Shetty in “Hunter:
Tootega Nahi, Todega”,
both web series, Deol is re-
turning to the big screenaf-
ter hv:r 2015 filen "Kill Them
Youn;

The d‘mghlm of veteran
actors Dharmendra and
Hema Malini, Deol began
her acting career in films
with 2002 romantic film
“Koi Mere Dil Se Poochhe”.

Despite coming from a
film family and being an
actor, Deol said she is "ter-
rible at socialising”.

"I am terrible at putting

myself out there and going
to parties and socialising. [
never was able to do that
and I still cannot do that. T
have know certain people
from back in the day who
have kept in touch withme.
They know I am inferested
in working again. So, they
have me in their mind and
when they feel that some-
thing interesting is there,
they let me know. So, that is
how T function,” she added.

"Tumko Meri Kasam"
also stars Anupam Kher
and Adah Sharma. Pre-
sented by Mahesh Bhatt &
Indira Entertainment, the
film is scheduled to be re-
leased in theatres on March
21.

‘Paatal Lok’, ‘Rocket Boys’
put me on filmmakers’
radar: Ishwak Smgh

Parmish Verma Unleashes
High-Octane Soundtrack
for JioHotstar’s Kanneda

Chandigarh

about the al-

unjabi music sen-
sation Parmish Ver-
ma isall set to cap
\n ate muhemm

JioHotstar’s upr.uuun,,lugh
stakes thriller Kanneda. Slat-
ed to premiere on March
21, 2025, the series features
an original album by Verma,
packed with five power-
packed tracks that seam-
lessly blend Punjabi beats,
evocative storytelling, and
cinematic intensity.

Known for delivering

bum Parmish Verma ex-
pressed his deep connection
with the project. “Music is
the vehicle of Nimma's iden-
tity. The world of Kanneda is
so vast, encapsulating so
many emotions, that as an
artist, it truly gave me an op-
portunity to dive into the
musicina way Thaven't be-
fore. Itallowed me to explore
awhole new world, experi-
ence the real power of
rhyvthm, and understand
how far, how high, and how
deep music can go. T am
very proud of th; album; it

that d perfectly Nim-
playlists across India, ma'sjourney.”
Parmish Verma has curated The highly antic;

a soundtrack that reflects
the journey of his character,
Nimma. The album features
tracks penned by Laddi Cha-
hal, withmusic composed by
Kabeer Arora and mixed and
mastered by Danse. Notable
among them is Desiva Da
Daur, a high-energy anthem
that encapsulates Nimma's
relentless drive, mirroring
his transformation as he
navigates between Canada
and Kanneda.

ries, Kanneda, boasts a stel-
lar ensemble cast, includ-
ing Mohammed Zeeshan
Ayyub, Ranvir Shorey, Arun-
oday Singh, Aadar Malik,
and Jasmin Bajwa. With a
gripping narrative that
delves into identity, ambi-
tion, power, and survival,
combined with Verma's
high-octane music, the series
promises to be an unmiss-
able experience for fans of
Punjabi cinema and beyond.

Aachari Baa: Neena Gupta’s Stirring Tale
of Love, Loss, and an Unllkely Frlendshlp

Chandigarh
et ready for an
emotional roller-

Baa, a moving tale
of matherhood, resilience,
and unexpected companion-
ship, premieres exclusively
on JioHotstar on March 14.

Directed by Hardik Gajjar
and starring the legendary
Neena Gupta the film follows
the journey of Jaishnaviben
Anopchand Vagadia, a
strong-willed woman whose
world revolves around her
homemade pickles and an
unshaken spirt. Presented by
Jio Studios, Hardik Gajjar
Films, and Backbencher Pic-
tures, Aachari Baa is pro-
duced by Jyoti Deshpande,
Poonam Shroff, and Parth
Gajjar.

After nearly a decade of

‘Days of Our Lives' actor Billy Flynn
joins ‘The Young And the Restless’ cast

Washington

ays of Our Lives

actor Billy Flynn

has joined the cast

of CBS’s long-num-
ning soap opera “The Young
and the Restless’, as report-
ed by Deadline.

Asper the outlet, Flynn will
debut on the show some-
time in the spring.

Best known for his por-
trayal of Chad DiMera on
“‘Days of Our Lives,” Flynn
gained a significant fan fol-
lowing, particularly for his
on-screen romance with Abi-
gail Deveraws, played by Kate
Mansi and Marci Miller. His
final episode on Days of Our
Lives is expected o aif inear-

Iy 2026.

Reflecting on his time with
the show, Flynn was grateful
for the experience.

“Iam grateful for my years
at Days. 1t changed my life in
the best ways. I've always

said these stories we tellare
like doing a play, and I've
spent the last 10-plus years
playing this amazing char-
acter and telling one of the
alltime great Jove stories.
And now I'm excited for this
opportunity and to test my-
self in & new way." Flynn
told TV Insider, as quoted by
Deadline. Beyond Days of
Our Lives, Flynn also starred
in the Peacock spinaffs, Days
of Our Lives: Beyond Salem
and Days of Our Lives: A
Very Salem Christmas. For
his work on this Peacock
spinoff, he earned three Day-
time Emmy nominations.
Ken Corday, the executive
producer of DOOL:

longing to reunite with her
son, Baa is finally invited to
Mumbai—only to discover
she is not there for family
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tirre but to dog-sit while they
vacation abroad. Thrustinto
an unfamiliar city and an
empty home, she finds her-

self in an unexpected com-
panionship with Jenny, a
playful dog she never want-
ed.

‘What begins as reluctance
soon transforms into an en-
dearing bond, teaching Baa
that love, comfort, and con-
neetion can come from the
most surprising places.

“This filmis not just about
the relationship between a
grandmother anda dog—it's
about the people we leave be-
hind in the pursuit of our
own lives,” said director
Hardik Gajjar.
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