Noida power firm
ordered to make

electricity supply
data public

5 CHANDIGHAR

Haryana STF
cracks down on
organized crime,
significant drop
in crime rates
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Will push for
comprehensive
trade partnership
with India New
Zealand PM
ahead of visit

8

NATIONAL

STATE

UP govt introduces
comprehensive
new policy to
ensure rural
sanitation in state

Gadkari Urges
Industry to

Stop Demanding
Tax Cuts

Hockey India
announces
nominations
for 7th Annual
Awards 2024
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| am not retiring from
DI format,
umours: Rohit Sharma
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EAM S. Jaishankar wraps UK
visit after 'injecting fresh
momentum' into partnership
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Will be acting and then
take on direction, says
Kunal Kemmu i

Pradhan alleges U-turn on NEP,
Stalin says 'control your tongue'

B The controversy stems from Tamil Nadu’s refusal to i

pl the NEP, a

ping overhaul of India’s

education system that has been opposed by several non-BJP-ruled states -- including Karnataka and Kerala.

New Delhi

nion  Education
Minister ~ Dhar-
mendra Pradhan

on Monday slammed
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment for its stand on
three-language  policy
under the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP), ac-
cusing it of 'ruining the
future of the students'
in the state for politics,
drawing a sharp retort
from Chief Minister M K
Stalin, who asked him to
‘control his tongue'.
During his reply in
Parliament on the Cen-
tral funds for the PM
Schools for Rising In-
dia (PM SHRI) scheme,
Pradhan also called the
Stalin government 'dis-
honest', evoking protests
from the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam MPs,
who raised slogans and
disrupted  proceedings
of the House, resulting
in its adjournment.
Heated exchanges also
took place outside Par-
liament between the BJP
and opposition parties,
including the Congress.
"They are dishonest
and ruining the future
of the students of Ta-
mil Nadu..They are
misleading the people...

They are doing poli-
tics," Pradhan said in
a  hard-hitting attack
against the Stalin gov-
ernment amidst its stiff
opposition to the alleged
imposition of Hindi in
the state under the NEP,
claiming that Tamil
Nadu will not tolerate
'Hindi colonialism' re-
placing British colonial-
ism.

Shortly after
Pradhan's comments in
Parliament, Stalin took
tosocial media to launch
a scathing attack against
the Union minister, who
he accused of speak-
ing with 'arrogance as

1 o
if he was a king' and
asked him to 'control his
tongue'.

"You are deceiving Ta-
mil Nadu by withhold-
ing its rightful funds,
yet you call Tamil Nadu
MPs uncivilised? You
are insulting the people
of Tamil Nadu. Does the
Hon'ble Prime Minister,
Thiru. Narendra Modi
accepts this?" he said.

Referring to Pradhan's
Jetter to him that out-
lined Tamil Nadu's
rejection of the NEP,
3-language policy and
PM SIHRI MoU, he said
the DMK government
functioned by respecting

Oppn walks out on question
of voter list discrepancies

New Delhi

pposition parties
led by the Con-
gress on Monday

demanded a detailed
discussion in Parliament
on the doubts that have
arisen on the integrity of
the electoral process af-
ter alleged discrepancies
in voter lists, with Rahul
Gandhi raising the issue
in the Lok Sabha.

Speaking during Zero
Hour in the lower house,
Gandhi said that the
voter lists "are being
questioned across the
country” and the entire
opposition has been de-
manding a discussion on
the matter.

"Questions have been
raised by the opposition
in one voice in every
state, including Mahar-
ashtra," he said.

The Samajwadi Party,
Aam Aadmi Party and
the RJID also said that it
is an extremely serious
matter and Parliament

needs to take it up.
Congress  president
and the Leader of Op-
position in Rajya Sab-
ha Mallikarjun Kharge
sought to raise the issue
during Zero Hour but
was not allowed after
which the opposition
walked out in protest.
“The abrupt and un-
warranted deletion of
voters, the presence of
dupli PIC I

tegrity of our electoral
process require urgent
attention and discussion
in Parliament," Kharge
said in a post on X.

"Given the serious
threat these large-scale
irregularities pose to the
free and fair conduct of
elections in our coun-
try, it is imperative for
the Modi government to
allow a comprehensive
di ion on the matter

and other such crucial
issues affecting the in-

in Parliament," he also
said.

the views of the people,

unlike the BJP lead-
ers who were bound by
'words from Nagpur'.
"Just answer if you
could release the funds
rightfully meant for
Tamil Nadu students,
which have been col-
lected from our own tax
contributions, or not?"
the chief minister said
in a social media post re-
sponding to the central
minister.

Earlier in his reply,
Pradhan said the DMK-
led Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has changed its
stand on implementing
the centrally-sponsored

scheme PM SHRI, which
envisages strengthening
the schools managed by
central, state, or local
bodies.

The state concerned
has to sign an MoU with
the central government
that it would implement
the NEP 2020 and in re-
turn, the central govern-
ment provides the funds.

"The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment had initially
agreed to sign the MoU
and several (DMK) MPs,
who came to see me,
conveyed this to me. But
now they have changed
their stand. Many non-
BJP-ruled states, in-
cluding Karnataka and
Himachal Pradesh, have
signed the agreement,"
he said.

He further said, 'but
they made a U-turn.
They are making mis-
chief with the lives of the
students. They are mis-
leading the people and
doing injustice to the
students of Tamil Nadu.
They are undemocratic'.

Pradhan said Stalin
had also agreed initial-
ly 'but suddenly some
super CM appeared
and they took a U-Turn,
They just want to do pol-
itics',

Modi in Mauritius:
Focus on Security &
Economic Integrity

_ New Delhi

ndian Prime Minister
INarendra Modi is set

to embark on a two-
day state visit to Mauri-
tius from March 11 to 12,
aiming to bolster bilater-
al ties through enhanced
maritime security coop-
eration and measures to

corridors and aiding in
the prevention of illegal
activities.

Additionally, the Indi-
an National Centre for
Ocean Information Ser-
vices and the Mauritius
Prime Minister's Office
are expected to formal-
ize a memorandum of

d di (MoU).

combat fi ial crimes.
The visit coincides with
Mauritius' 57th National
Day celebrations, where
PM Modi will serve as
the chief guest.

A focal point of the
visit is the signing of a
technical agreement be-
tween the Indian Navy
and Mauritian author-
ities to facilitate the
exchange of white ship-
ping information. This
accord is designed to
improve maritime do-
main awareness by en-
abling both nations to
monitor and share data
on commercial shipping

vessels, thereby enhanc-
ing the safety of trading

This MoU will establish
a framework for collabo-
ration in maritime zone
management, ocean ob-
servation, and research,
further solidifying the
maritime  partnership
between the two coun-
tries.

In a bid to strengthen
efforts against financial
malfeasance, India's En-
forcement  Directorate
and Mauritius' Financial
Crime Commission plan
to sign an MoU focused
on combating financial
crimes. This agreement
aims to enhance coop-
eration in intelligence
sharing and technical

Fashion Show in Gulmarg

Sparks Outrage in J&K Assembly

_Jammu/New Delhi

ufrage over a
fashion show in
Gulmarg  found

wide echo in the Jammu
and Kashmir assembly
on Monday with Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
saying his government
had no role in the event
organised at a private
hotel and would not
have given its permis-
sion even if it was not
Ramzan.

At the centre of the
controversy over the
show, which Kashmir's
chief priest Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq dubbed
obscene, were designer
duo Shivan & Narresh.
As the issue over the
March 7 fashion walk
through the snow mead-
ows in Gulmarg escalat-
ed, they expressed deep

regret.
The Delhi-based de-
signers, whose full

names are Shivan Bhati-

ED raids Bhupesh Baghel's son others

in Chhatt

Raipur

he  Enforcement
Directorate on
Monday  raided

the premises of former
Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister and senior Con-
gress leader Bhupesh
Baghel as part of a mon-
ey laundering investiga-
tion against his son in
the alleged liquor scam
case and seized about
Rs 30 lakh apart from
some documents, offi-
cial sources said.

The agency searched
14 locations in Durg
district, including the
Bhilai premises of Bhu-
pesh Baghel's son Chait-
anya Baghel, his alleged

close associate Laxmi
Narayan Bansal alias

Pappu Bansal and others
under the provisions of

the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The raids began
around 7 am and the
ED search party was ac-
companied by a security
team of the CRPF, the
sources said.

Chaitanya Baghel
shares the Bhilai accom-
modation with his father
and hence the premises
are being covered. He
(Chaitanya Baghel) is
suspected to be the "re-
cipient" of the proceeds
of crime of the liquor
seam, they said.

About Rs 30 lakh in
cash was seized before
the eight-hour-long
search ended in the

r 'scam’ case

evening, the sources
said, adding the ED also
brought a cash count-
ing machine the former
chief minister's resi-
dence.

The senior Baghel lat-
er told reporters that the
ED officials "took with
them about Rs 33 lakh in
cash but no gold or jew-
ellery was seized".

The former chief min-
ister said he asked the
ED officials about the
ECIR (Enforcement
Case Information Re-
port, the ED's equivalent
of a police FIR) number
of the case but they said
"there was no ECIR num-
ber."

ya and Narresh Kukreja,
had showcased their
skiwear collection to
mark the 15th anniver-
sary of their label.

“Our sole intention was
to celeb creativity

|
|y
tures and traditions is
at our heart, and we ac-
knowledge the concerns
raised. We sincerely
apologise for any unin-
tended discomfort and
iate the feedback

and the ski & apres-ski
lifestyle, without any de-
sire to offend anyone or
any religious sentiments.
"Respect for all cul-

Pr
from our community.
We remain committed
to being more mindful
and respectful,” the de-
signers said in a state-

ment on Sunday night.

The apology did little
to assuage the anger.

A day after Abdullah
asked for a report on the
matter, he said in the as-
sembly that those who
organised the fashion
show had not applied
their mind, shown disre-
gard to public sentiment
and paid no attention to

Air India flight forced to return
to Chicago due to clogged toilets

i-bound
Air India flight
n March 6 was

forced to return to Chi-
cago after all but one of
its toilets allegedly be-
came clogged and inop-
erable. A video surfaced
on social media on Mon-
day, showing the com-
motion in the flight with
passengers  on-board
crowding one section of
the plane.

According to news
agency, Air India Flight
Al126  remained air-
borne for around 10
hours on March 6 due
to the issue. The flight
was over Greenland on
March 5 when the in-
cident occured, leaving

around 300 passengers
to share just one toilet
in the business class
section, according to a
report by The New York
Post.

The flight was operat-
ed with a Boeing 777-337
ER aireraft, which has 10
lavatories, including two
for first-class passen-
gers. The aircraft has a

little over 340 seats, in-
cluding first, business,
and economy classes.

What did Air India
say?

An Air India spokes-
person said the flight
returned due to a "tech-
nical issue” and that al-
ternative arrangements
were made for the pas-
sengers.




Pradhan
alleges U-turn
on NEP,

Stalin says
'control your

tongue’
CONT FROM PAGE-1

"Today is March 10.
We still have 20 days left
in March," he said, indi-
cating the time left for
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment to sign the MoU on
PM SHRI.

Taking  strong  ex-
ception to the minis-
ter's remarks, the DMK
members raised slogans
against the central gov-
emnment in the House.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla asked the agitat-
ing members to return
to their seats and allow
the House to function
normally.

Birla said he had al-
lowed the opposition
members to pose ques-
tions and subsequently,
the minister had replied.

"But now you are doing
this (protests). This is
not good. You are set-
ting a wrong precedent.
Don't violate parliamen-
tary procedures,” he
said.

However, the DMK
members ignored his
pleas and continued
their protests. The Con-
gress and other opposi-
tion parties also joined
them. After some time,
Birla adjourned the
House till noon.

When the House reas-
sembled at noon, DMK
member Kanimozhi told
the House that she was
"very pained and hurt" by
a particular word used
by the minister.

Responding to Kan-
imozhi, Pradhan said,
"My esteemed colleague,
one of my dearest sis-
ters and senior member,
honourable Kanimozhi
has raised two points.
According to her, | have
used a word which 1
should not have used for
the members from Ta-
mil Nadu, Tamil Nadu
government and people
of Tamil Nadu."

"Lel's not mix it. Lel
me withdraw it. T with-
draw my word if it has
hurt anyone. T have no
issues with that," he said.

Advt Contact:
9818-199941
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Short clips from courts circulated for
sensationalism: SC Justice B R Gavai

New Delhi:

(X upreme Court
judge Justice B R

Gavai, next in line
to be the CJ1, has flagged
the circulation of edited
hearing clips on social
media to sensationalise
legal proceedings and
said the judiciary might
have to formulate guide-
lines over live-streaming
of courts.

Speaking at an event
in Kenya, Justice Gavai
said, elips of the court
proceedings were edit-
ed without context and
shared on social media
platforms.

He was speaking on:
Leveraging on Technol-
ogy within the Judiciary.

“I would highlight an-
other concern from the
Indian experience. Short
clips from court hear-
ings are often circulated
on social media, some-
times in a way that sen-
sationalises the proceed-
ings. These clips, when
taken out of context, can
lead to misinformation,

misinter pretation of j _]u—
dicial dis

inaccurate reporting.”

He pointed ou

contenl crealors, includ-
ing YouTubers, re-up-
oads short  excerpts
from the hearing as their
own content, raising
concerns over intellec-
tual property rights and
ownership of judicial re-

SMSGHM to organise 100
Days World Cultural Festival;
80 countries to participate

New Delhi:

“Sri Madhusudan Sai is
a humanilarian  lead-
er whose mission of
service and  spiritual-
ity spans 80 countri
Since 2012, he has dedi-
cated his life to uplifting
millions through free
nutrition, eduur.wn,
and healthcare initia-
tives under the Sri Mad-
husudan Sai Global Hu-
manitarian Mission.

Guided by the an-
cient Indian principle
of vasudhaiva kutum-
bakam (*One World
One Family”), Sri Mad-
husudan Sai envisions
a world where nations,
societies, and individu-
als supporl one another
as family.

Through his tireless
efforts and inspiring
leadership, he has cre-
ated a model of selfless
service that touches
lives across continents,
with Sathya Sai Grama
in Muddenahalli, Kar-
nataka, India serving as
the epicentre for these
global service activities.

Sri Madhusudan Sai
Global  Humanitarian

Mission, b tered

COor

8!

“The  unauthorised
use and potential mon-
etisation of such content
blur the lines between
public access and ethical

roadeasting,”  Justice
Gavai added.

The judge said manag-
ing such challenges was
an emerging issue for
the judiciary and courts

might have Lo establish
guidelines on the usage
of live-streamed pro-
ceedings.

St a  balance
between  transparency,
public awareness, and
the responsible use of
court content will be

Speaking at an event
in  Kenya, Justice
Gavai said, clips of
the court proceedings
were edited without
context and shared
on social media
latforms.

While technology has

significantly improved
access to judicial pro-
ceedings, it has also giv-
en rise to several ethical
coneerns, the judge said.
Courts  across the
world, Gavai said, have
increasingly integrated
technology to improve
efficiency, enhance de-
cision-making, and pro-
mote access to justice.
“The increasing re-
liance on technology
in the judiciary has
emerged as a response
to longstanding institu-
tional challenges, such
as case backlogs and
dueal  inaffied

and modernise existing
systems for improved
functionality. Solutions
based on artificial intel-
ligence are transforming
various aspects of the ju-
diciary,” he said.

The judge underlined
the significant risks sur-
rounding the use of Al
in legal research refer-
ring to instances where
a platform like ChatGPT
generated “fake case ci-
tations and fabricated
legal facts”.

He said, “While
Al can process vast
amounts of legal data
and provide quick sum-
maries, it lacks the abil
ity to verify sources with
human-level  discern-
ment. This has led to
situations where lawyers
and researchers, Lrust-
ing Al-generated infor-
mation, have unknow-
ingly cited non-existent
cases or misleading legal
precedents, resulting in

critical in  add
these ethical concerns,
he added.

pi ral e
cies, while also serving
as a means to strengthen

Sabarimala darshan route
changed for devotees

at Sathya Sai Grama in
Muddenahalli, India, on
March 25th 2023 saw
the inauguration of In-
dia’s first free private
rural medical college,
the Sri Madhusudan
Sai Institute of Medical
Sciences and Research,
by Honourable Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi.

Further, proliferating
there will ge an inau-
guration of the 600 bed
mulll-spe iality teach-

hospital in Mudde-
na alli on November 25
by the PM again.

SMSGHM is organ-
ising the 100 Days
World Cultural  Festi-
val that will involve a
participation from 8o
countries  honouring
selfless service across
nations, uniting people
in a spirit of harmony
and collective progress.
This festival will serve
as a global platform for
cultural exchange and
mutual understanding,
built upon the shared
values of love, service,
and equality.

1 anthapuram:
‘Considering the
long-pending  demand

of Sa arimala devotees,
the Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB) has
decided to change the
‘Darshan’ route at Sa-
barimala, allowing dev-
otees lo have darshan
directly as they climb
the holy 18 steps at San-

nidhanam.

TDB president P S
Prasanth  announced
that this change would
be implemented on a
trial basis from March
15 during the monthly
pooja and would contin-
ue for 12 days during the
Vishu Pooja.

“If it proves success-
ful, this change will be
made permanent during
the next Mandalam-Ma-
karavilakku season,”
Prasanth said.

He said that the Board
had received numer-
ous requests, includ-
ing thousands of letters
from devotees, urging a

ion of the route to
facilitate a better dar-
shan experience upon
climbing the 18 holy

Bharat Web3 Association Launches
100 Day Crypto SAFE Campaign
E

Bharat Weh3 Association
(BWA), India’s foremost
industry body for Web3
companies, launched
its 100-day social media
campaign, Crypto SAFE
Campaign (S.A. Se-
cure Asset & Financial
Education). The initia-
tive is designed to edu-
cate and empower users
on responsible investing,
digital hygiene, cybe
security, and the critical
importance of “Do Your
Own Research” (DYOR)
within the rapidly evolv-
ing Web3 ecosystem.
Since its launch on 10th
February, BWA has been
disseminating key infor-
mation in easily digest-
ible formats through its
social media handles. The
themes vary across un-
derstanding erypto-asset
risks, recognizing com-
mon scams (e.g., phish-
ing, rug pulls), practicing
secure wallet manage-
ment, and the importance
of DYOR. One of the main
aims of the campaign is to
make crypto and Web3
investors aware of the
risks of taking unsolicited

financial tips from social ~ attacks globally in 2024, tion, said,“Web3 offers vigilance. At CoinDCX, sanctioned and notified  contractual — teachers ||of India; ePBG Percentage (%) : 5.00; Duration of ePBG required
media platforms and fake ~ with 95 Indian entities  exciting opportuni-  the safety and security of  preferably within three  were unparlmp, edu- || (Months):30. (HWH-657/2024-25)
profiles masquerading as fallmg vietim todata theft.  ties, but it also presents  consumer funds always weeks — on or before  cation and i

1 1 . In addition unique chall Our  comes first. March 28, 2025 —atleast  classes of such children, ||_Follow us at :88 @EastemRailway @ @easternraiiwayheadquarter |

Disclaimer : Crypto produc
canbe h
may be no regulatory recoul

unrequlated an

1d NFTs‘are
ghly risky: There
fariany!l

from such transactions.

Consumer protection
remains a critical pillar
of the digital economy,
and BWA is committed to
ensuring that users, busi-
nesses and slal\ehnldms

to cybersecurity threats

like phishing scams and

smart contract exploits,

Web3 users are also

vulnerable to misinfor-

mation, fraudulent in-
T

are d to nav-
igate Lhe evolving Web3
landscape  responsibly.

According to a report by
cyber intelligence firm
CloudSEK, India ranked
as the second most tar-
geted country for cyber

an
high-risk trading strat-
egies promoted without
adequate disclosures.
Commenting on the
launch, Mr. Dilip Che-
noy, Chairperson  of
Bharat Web3g Associa-

This is a Consumer
G

“Currently, devotees
who ascend the holy
steps are directed to a
bridge, where they wait
in a queue befare pro-
ceeding to the other side
for darshan. This setup
allows them ly five
seconds for darshan,
and nearly 8o per cent
of the lakhs of devotees
visiting Sabarimala do
not get a satisfactory
experience,”  Prasanth
explained at a press con-
ference.

The decision was tak-
en after obtaining per-
mission from the Tem-
ple Tantri and holding
detailed discussions
with stakeholders.

“With the new ar-
rangement, each devotee

will get approximately
20 to 25 seconds for dar-
shan,” Prasanth added.
To involve Ayyappa
devotees in the temple’s
devel the Board

pr I embarrass-
ment and potential legal
consequences.”

UBLIC NOTIGE

Be it known toall that niy mzm Si.
KUNDAN LaL L

SRt cxianD R0, ViLL
JHUL JHULI, JHUL JHULI
JHULIHULL GHUMAN HERA,
SOUTH WEST DELHL 110073
lave severed all relations with his
SON NAMELY SH. PRASHANT
MAURYA S/ SH.KUNDAN LAL
R/O PLOT NOY STREET NO &
NEAR DC CONVENT SCHOOL
GUPTA MARKET NAJAFGARH
SOUTH WEST DELHI 110043 and
tave disowned & disirbierited him
from all his movable and inmovable
propeny dug 1o wmly behaviour,
inyolved it crimirml activity and oot
o cantrol of my client. Watsoever
deals with him 1n any mammer. shall
10 do so ot higher own risk and

will also organise a glob-
al Ayyappa devotees’
meet al Pamba.

Prasanth  highlight-
ed that the Board la
sufficient funds for de-
velopment projects at
Sabarimala, and the
meel would provide an
opportunity for devotees
to eagerly contribute.

is will not

large gathering. We e
pect about 150 par
pants. It is planned as
a two-day event in May
when the temple opens
for the mnnth{) ly pooja,”
he said.

a

Notify posts of teachers
for children with special
needs: SC to states UTs

led by BWA to educate
and empower users in
the Web3 and VDA
space [ |

New Delhi:
The Supreme Court has
directed states and un-
ion territories to notify
b'y March 28 lhe number

Crypto SAFE Campaign
(SAF.E: Secure Asset
& Financial Education)
campaign is designed to
empower users Lo navi-
gate the digital landscape
safely and responsibly. By
emphasizing  informed
decision-making, cyber-
security best practices,
and the necessity of inde-
pendent research, we aim
lo protect our communi-
ty. Additionally, we are
raising awareness about
cybererime reporting
via the dedicated hotline
1930 to help prevent oth-
ers from falling victim to
scams.”

“We're building some-
thing revolutionary here,
but with that comes im-
mense responsibility.
Crypto markets, like any
other asset class, demand
understanding, due dil-
igence, and unwavering

posts of
teachers to educate chil-
dren with special needs.
A bench of Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and
K Vinod Chandran ob-
served despite its 2021
judgment, none of the

stales or UTs made
appointments on such
sanctioned posts.

In fact, a large major-
ity of the states didn't
even identify the sanc-
tioned posts required in
the state, despite there
being figures relatin
to children with specia
needs, the court said.

“Each state and UT
shall come out with
notifications with the
number of posts that
they have sanctioned
for teachers who have to
impart education to chil-
dren with special needs,”
it added.

The March 7 order
said after the posts were

two “havin;
wide cireulation” woil
carry ads in the respec-
tive states aside from the
websiles of the education
department and the state
government concerned.
e bench was hearing
a plea filed by Rajneesh
Kumar Pandey, through
advocate Prashant
Shukla, claiming a
dearth of special edu-
cators in Utlar Pradesh
and other states.

The Eeliliou filed by
17 teachers, who claim
to have undertaken the
required training to
teach children with spe-
cial needs, said to make
Right to Education a
suceess, it was essential
to appoint qualified pro-
fessionals in each school
to help kids prepare for
life challenges.

The top court said the
selection and appoint-
ment should be made of
qualified or competent
or eligible teachers only.

1t came on record that
in several states and
union territories, adhoc

and my client shall
10t be held liable for that.

SHWETA PRAJAPATL &
ASSOCIATES

Adyocate

Office at: CH. NO, 759,
LAWYERS CHAMBER BLOCK,
DWARKA COURTS. SEC-10,
NEW DELHI-110075

Ph. No. 8810531997

BLIC NOTICE

Genéral public  lge is informed
(hut my client ShRamesh Chund
Aggarwal. S/o Late ShRam Niwas
Aggarwal R/ 172,Upper Growd
Floos, Block C-1, Janak Puri, New
Delhi-110058. My client has served
all relations with bis son. namely
Sh. Saurabh Aggarwal and his wife
namely Smi. Shivali Aggarwal and
also Tis danghter namely Baby
Prisha Aggarwal, presently residing
W United Kingdom and also my
client Jus disowned /disinhented his
son and his wife, his all legal heirs,
successors , attomey from all his
moveable and immovable properties
with immediate effect becanse of
Aheir bixd behavior and miscondiict
My client fms vohmiarly and
knowingly disowned both as. they
are beyond my client’s conrol &

fon as he cut all ties with
tiiem etermally disownied them from
my client's inkeritmce. Hencoforth
if anyone dealing with my client’s
son and his wifl hefshe shall be
doing 0 at his/er own risks and
comsequences. And , my client shall
1ot be responsible for any uet of fis
son and his wife i any manmer:

Advocate
Anita Sinba

Date/Time : 14.03.2025, at 14.00

14.03.2025 at 14.30 hrs. Office Name : Howrah Division; Minimum
Anng-nnualmmmmmbmw(m;ynn) 163 Lakh(s); Years

of past Raquired for same/ similar Service : 3 Years; Past
Experiance of Similar Services Required: Yes; MSE Exemption for

Oppn walks out
on question of
voter list

discrepancies

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The opposition MPs
raised slogans after
Rajya Sabha depuly
chairman of the House,
Harivansh, said a dozen
notices under Rule 267,
which calls for setting
aside the business of the
day to take up discus-
sions on urgent matters,
have been rejected.

Citing the rejection,
Harivansh did not allow
Kharge to make his sub-
mission.

Highlighting the is-
sue of alleged "faulty”
voter lists in the Lok
Sabha, Trinamool Con-
gress member Kalyan
Banerjee demanded ac-
tion against the Election
Comumission and said
that the poll body had
"failed" to conduct fair
and transparent elec-
tions over the past few
years.

Speaking during Zero
Hour, he said West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mam-
ata Banerjee had first
flagged the issue of nu-
merous instances of "du-
plicate" voter cards and
the explanation given
by the Election Commis-
sion was a clear breach
of the Conduct of Elec-
tion Rules itself.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I IS INFORA O THE
PUBLIC AT LARGE THAT MY
CLIENT NAMED SEEMA (UID:
6" 210 2893) W/O PRAHLAD
OUSE NO271, POL NO-56,
BAWAH\ PANA. MALIK PUR
VILLAGE, SOUTH WEST DELHI-
10073, EVICT THER. SON
NAMED SUNNY DAGAR (UID:
9166 5902 1871 FROM ALL THEIR
MOVABLE & IMIVIOVEABLE

P
SEVERED
RELATIONSHIP  WITH

THEM
DUE TO THEIR QUARRELSOME

TEMPERAM
AND ILLEGAL A¢

CONDUCT
S,

SHMSHER

Advocate

Office Address: Luxmi Garden,
Tuda Mandi, Tehsi Road,
Najafgarti-110043

Mob.: 9813713279

PUBLIC NOTICE

All concemed are- hereby inform
thuough this public notice that my
clients Sh. Mahesh Chandr Mishra.
/o Balak Ram Mishra R/o Mobila
Malwjanan  Phaphind,  Aursiys.
Uttar Pradesh-206247 and Smt
Rani Mishra W/o Mahesh Chandr
R/o RZ-78A/343 Gali No-1B Shiv
Puri West Sugar Pur South West
Delhi 110045 have dishanored and
debamed and seized all relation
with their sons Mahender Mishra
S/o Mahesh Chandr Mishra and his
wife Nidhi Misia Wjo Mahender
Mishra and Jitender Mishra Sfo Sh.
‘Mahesh Chiandr Mishra and s wife
Gunjan Mishra Wro Jitender Mishra
from their movable and immovable
properties, s the above sid sos
mnd his wives had demolish (he
reputation of my chient in the society
and they ase not treating my client as
s lawul fathier and mother, and not
in the control o my clients, shall mot
be held responsible for any of their
acts. deed and things in whaisoever
in any manner and if anyone deal
with then, shall be deal as per his'
e own risk. cost wnd consequences

ARVIND KUMAR MISHRA
Advocate

Ch. No.654, Lawyers Chamber
Dwarka Court Compies, Dwarka,
Sec 10 New Delhi110075

(M) Mob: 8447951171

ERN RAILWAY

Bid Numbor : GEM/2025/B/5981781; Date: 05.03.2025. Bids are invited
by Sr. Divisianal Mechanical Enginesr(EnHM & FRT), Eastem Railway, DRM
Bullding, Near Rallway Stafion, Howrah-711101 for the following work: ltem
Category : Custom Bid for Services - Mechanizedmanual cleaning of LLH,
BEQ, BLY, UPA, HMZ, BBAE, BHR, MUU, PDA, MYM, BRMH, HGY, ADST,
BOI, RSLR, PRAE, BZL stations and sumounding area by outside

Including rag picking from track disposal of garbagewasts from VAT to ...
Similar Category : Cleaning, Senitation and Disinfection Servica-Ouicome
Based; Estimated Bid Valus (Rs): 3,25,82,26146; EMD Details :
Advisory Bank : Stats Bank of India; EMD Amount (Rs) : 312moo
Arbitration Clause : No; Mediation clause : No; Contract Perit

Yoar(s); Bid offer Validlty (From the End date): 50 (Days); ald End

hrs.; Bid Opening Date/Time :

Years of Tumover

Experience and Turnover : No; Document required from seller :
Experiance Criteria, Bidder Tumover, Certficats (Requsstsd in ATC). *In
case any bidder Is seeking exemption from Experience/ Tumover Criteria,
the supparting documants to prova his sligibiity for examption must be
uploaded for evaluation by the buyer; Do you want o show documents

for Years of

enabled : No; Type of Bid ; Two Packet Bid; Time allowed for Technical

in bid? : Yes; Bid to RA

Method
+ Total value wise evaluation; ePBG Detalls : Advisory Bank : State Bank
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izsion of the pubiisher isprohibited

301U »mr» o

sponsible for Selectiol

e the Press &




DELHI

TOP STORY, Dein, Tuesoy 11, Marcr 2025

NDMC unveils summer action plan focuses
on water supply grievance redressal

New Delhi
ew Delhi Muui

Clumn.m Ml]juﬂ

Singh Chahal on Monday
unveiled the civie body
‘Summer Action Plan.’ out-
lining measures to ensure
efficient water supply, ad-
dresy grievances and pre-
ventwaterloggingin the city.
NDMC Viee Chairman said
that under the B
tion Plan 202
tiatives, including new water
distribution schemes, addi-
tional tankers, pipeline im-
provements, and continuous
water quality monitoring,
have been i i to

capacity.
According to the state-

ment, the existing fleet con-

sists of 10 large I..kan with

ensure uninterrupted su;
ply, an nﬂ]cml statement of
NDMC

Chahal assured that no ¢it-
iz inthe NDMC area would
face a water crisis, it added.

"To strengthen water dis-
tribution, NDMC has coor-
dinated efforts with the Del-
hi Government and Delhi
Jal Board (DJB). The NDMC
area currently serves 18,366
water consumers, including
3,500 commercial connec-
tions, 11,846 domestic con-
nections, and 3,011 other
types of connections, Water
is supplied from four major
treatment plants—Chan-
drawal, Wazirabad, Haider-
pur, and Sonia Vihar—re-
ceiving approximately 125
million litres per day (MLD)
fiom DJB and 2,08 MLD
from tube wells," the state-
ment said.

As part of the action plan,
the civiebody has decided to
increase its fleet of water
tankers to meet riging (h-

ag000-litre cap
ter trolleys with a5,000-] htm
capacity, and two tractor-

timkers.

Efforts have also been
made to improve stormge and
distribution efficiency by re-
pairing and maintaining 24
underground  reservoirs
(UGRs) and boosting sta-
tions across the NDMC area.
Key reservoirs  include
Kalibari Control Room, Jor
Bagh UGR, and Vinay Marg,
UGR.

In addition, the council is
focused on maintaining wa-
ter quality through regular
pipeline cleaning, ammonia
level menitoring in Yamuna
water, and routine sample
testing.

To modernize the water
supply network, NDMC has
initiated the replacement of
old and damaged pipelines,
strengthened connections,
and enhanoed the pipeline in-
frastructure in coordination
with DJB,
pecial attention is being

mand and the icipa

will hire eight .uldmnnul
tankers and procure 12 new
NG watertankers, including
six with a 17-kilolitre (KLD)
capacity and six with a 9-KLD

given to r-stressed areas
such as Gol Market, Rash-
trapati Bhavan, Parliament
House, North Block, South
Block, RML Hospital, Mandir
Marg, and Connaught Place.

-,

Rs 7.15 crore.
Chahal urged citizens to

support water conservation

cfforts, emphasizing that

while NDMC is ensuring an
uninterrupted supply, re-

spmmblc water usage re-

@& KIND ATTENTION RAIL PASSENGERS!

For the Convenience of Rail passengers during HOLI FESTIVAL-2025, Railways are operating several Special
Trains in addition to regular trains. The date wise list of Special Trains from Delhi area terminals is given below:-

matins essential.
- ©
PECIAL TRAINS-2025

) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINA

Stoppages

Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Lucknow, Gonda, Basti, Gorakhpur Jn, Narkatiagan],

24x7reserved ler:rsupplv 04012 Delhi Jn 19:30 Darbhanga | 16:30 1B ia, Sitamash and Janakpur Road stations.

s been ensured for Ra ew’ argar e T
trapati Bhavan and p‘u-jn_ Delfi J 2355 Patna Ji 1640 haziabad, Kanpur Gentral, Prayagraj Jn.. Mirzapur, P, Deen Dayal ihyaya Jdn.,
ment House, while emer- il . bk " | Buxar, Ara & Danapur stations
geney tanker deployment will | Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn,, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn,, Bhabua Road,
be available if needed," it o056 Delhi-dn. 855 Gayadn, 0030 | Sasaram, Dehri On Sone and Anugrah Narayan Road stations,
reads.

s o . " Delhi Sarai Rohilla, Deihi Cantt. Gurgaon, Pataudi Road, Rewari Jn., Mahendragarh,

A24x7 water control room 04404 Delhi Jn 20140 Ringas Jn 04:1 Loharu, Jhunjhunu & Sikar Jn Stations,
has been set up for quick _
complaint resolution, allow- 02436 New Dehi 0830 Patnadn | 2010 | Oheiabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Central, rayagraj Jn, Pt, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.
ing citizens to register griev- Buxar and Ara stations,
ances through a toll-free call < . - Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur &
centre, control room helpline L Now/ Delhl 1320, ‘Rajendra Nagar | 07:45 Patna Jn stations.
numbers, WhatsApp, the

el o : ' " | Gavindgur, Prayagraj Jn., PT. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Patna Jn,

NDMC3u1 uml.»ie app, or di- 04070 Anand Vihiar (T)) 00:20 Rajgir 1950 Bakhtiyarpur Jn. & Bifar Sharf Jn. staiions
rect contact with local offi-
cials. Maradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur, Sitapur Jn, Ganda Jn., Gorakhpur, Kaptangan] Jn,

Looking beyond the im- 04030 | Anand Vihar (T) | 08:00 | Muzaffarpur Jn. | 06.00 Jn, Sagauli Jn & Bapudm Motiheri stationis
mediate summer plan, Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur, Sitapur Jn.. Gonda Jn, Basti,
NDMC is also working on " Gorakhpur Jn, Kaptanganj Jn, Bagaha, Narkatiaganj Jn, Raxaul Jn, Bairagnia,
long-term water supply proj- Lo Anard Vikir [T i Saharsadn | 10:30 Sitamarhi, Janakpur Road, Darbhanga Jn, Sakri Jn, Jhanjharpur, Ghogardiha,
ects. The finst phase of the Nirmall, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari stations.
f“r‘t'):\““;r Sunrﬂ-d S "3"" 3 Barailly, Lucknow, Raebareily, Maa Belha Deévi Dham
SR DSETL I RC e I VinRy- 04018 Anand Vihar (T) 00:30 Sitamarhi 02:00 | Pratapgarh, Varanasi Jn, Aunrihar, Ghazipur City, Ballia, Suraimanpur, Chhapra, Sonpur,
““]r" where e 1’““ lines Hajipur Jn & Muzaflarpurdn (Reversal) Stations.
and
systemsare being installed at 05204 Anand Vihar (T) 0920 | Muzaffarpur Jn. | 0s:00 Gavindpuri, Prayagraj Jr, PlvDeen Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patiiputra,
acostof Rs 1.67 crore. Addi- Sonpur Jn & Hajjpur Jn Stations.
etthes WA | SPECIAL TRAINS RUNNING ON 12.03.2025 (WEDNESDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS |
el conduded indeveona AL TRAINS RUNNING ON 12.03.2025 (WEDNESDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINA

25-year Master Plan for
NDMC's water supply net~
work.

NDMC is also expanding
waterdcees slum clus-
ters under the "Har Ghar
Jal" initiative. The project,
undertaken under the AM-
RUT 2.0 seheme, will provide
piped water connections to
9,386 households at a cost of

Protest by Ghazipur residents against 32-
year-old man's murder Chokes NH-24

Ravi Dalmiya

New Delhi
year-old man was shot
dead near Phool Mandi
Ghazipurnear on National
Highw 24 in East Delhi
in the carly hours of Mon-
day due te a rivalry be-
tween two sparring groups
of the area, the Delhi

The police reported that
he was taken to LBS Hos-
pital, where he was declared
dead.

Following this incident,
the victim's relatives
protested and closed the
highway, causing a traffic
jam of over 4 km.

The local police and East
Delhi DCP Abhishek Dha-
nia arrived at the scene to
manage the situation.

Staff Reporter

ew Delhi

Delhi, under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, the
Transport Minister Dr.
Pankaj Kumar Singh re-
viewed progress on electric
vehicle (EV) ‘ulnplmn .md
announced k i
the new Delhi
o.

The aim is to speed up the
city's shift to electric mobil-
ity, making Delhi a leader in
EV adoption in India, The
discussions focused on pro-
posed subsidies to support
the new policy.

Shri Singh emphasiz
that the new polic
strengthen Delhi's su
able transport efforts and
help reduce air pollution.
The policy propeses to tran-
sition all CNG auto-rick=
shaws, nd light com-
mercial vehicles to EVs
gradually. The government
plans a fullswitch 1o e-bus-
es to enhance public trans-
port sustainability.

i sttt | SPECIAL TRA ON 25 (THURSDAY) FROM DELHI AREA TERMINALS
e 1 taken agglinstthe attack- 04024 Delhi dn 19:30 |  VaranasiJn | 08:45 | Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Lucknow, Raebareli Jn and Maa Beiha Devi Dham Pratapgarh Jn, stations.
— ers.
» A& . While the family protest 04026 Dethi Jn 2305 Raxaul Jn, 1800 | Ghazlabad, Hapur, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, Gonda Jn., Garakhpur and
Upon receiving the re-  caused significant traffic Narkatiagan] Jn stations
port, police arrived quickly  issues on NH-24, the DCP g y Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Mirzapur, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.,
and sent the body forpost-  spoke with them to facili- 04082 DelhiJn. %55 Patfiadn. | 1640 | Bar ara & Danapur stations
mmortem examination. They  tate the clearing of the road- Govindpun, Prayagra) Jn,, Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Bhabua Road,
have begun an investiga-  way, which was also affect- 03598 Delhi Jn. 08:55 Gaya Jn. 00:30 Sasaralz. Dehnyor? S.J,"e S J\nugrahyNsraysn gnzd stations,
tion, registering a case of ingambulances. Eventual- . [
murderand violation of the Iy, the jam wag cleared after 04084 New Delhi 09:30 Gaya Jn 01:50 S:;'BZ;’,::;,, ;’ﬁf Z;j:}:‘ Dendayal Upackyaya i Bhatua Road. Seserar
Aims./\rl,l - - I!.I. ussions with the fami- Govindpuri, Praygraj dn., Mnrzapu PL Deen Dayal Upanhyuya Jn Buxa: Ara, Danapur,
Police are examining ly. 04085 New Delhi 2195 | Saharsadn. | 2200 | Patiputra Jn., Sonper. Hajipur Jo, N . Barauildn.,
P PR . Begusaral, Khagaria Jn. & Mans Jn stations
Transport Minister Dr. Pankaj Singh reviewed won | oo |ww|  pamasm | o] Gt o o Gl g . e
3 i 3 . uxar and Ara stations.
progress on electric vehicle (EV) adoption .
. Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn. Pt.deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Busar, Ara, Danapur
. 02394 New Dethi 13:20 | Rajendra Nagar | 07:45
and Patna Jn Stations.
Moradabad Jn, Barelly Jn, Lucknow, Raebareily Jn, Amethi, Maa Belha Devi Dham,
04014 New Delhi 10.30 Jaynagar 15:15 | Varanasi, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn., Buxar, Ara, Danapur Patliputra, Hajipur Jny,
Muzaffarpur Jn, Samastipur Jn, Darbhanga Jn & Madhubani stations
Ghaziabad, Moradabad Jn, Bareilly Jn, Shahjehanpur, Sitapur, Gonda Jn., Bastl, Gorakhpur,
04028 Anand Vihar (T) 2355 Jogbani 08,00 | Decria Sadas, Stwan Jn, Chhapra, Sonpur Jn, Hajipur Jn, Shahpur Patoree, Barauni Jn,
Begu Saral, Khagaria Jn., Naugachia. Katihar Jn, Pumea. Arariya & Forbesganj sins.
Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur, Sitapur Jn,, Gonda Jn, Basti,
. Gorakhpur Jn, Kaptanganj Jn, Bagaha, Narkatiaganj Jn, Raxaul Jn, Bairagnia,
05578 | AnandVihat(T) | 0515 | Saharsadn | 1080 | giyumachi Janakpur Road, Darbhanga Jn, Sakri dn, Jhanjharpur, Ghogardina,
Nirmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari stations.
Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, Burhwal, Gonda Jn, Basti, Khalilabad,
corridors on major roads. 05114 Anand Vihar (T) 16:00 Chhapra 1400 | Gorakhpur Jn, Kaptanganj Jn, Paqraut\a. Tamkuhi Road, Thawe Jn, Dighwa Dubauli,
A State EV Fund will be Mashrakh & Chhapra Kacheri Stations.
ing purchase incentives for  ereated to fund incentives, Tundia Jn, Etawah Jn, Govindpuri, Fatehpur, Paryagraj Jn., Mirzapur,
electric two-wheelers, three- ed by green levies and 03012 | AnandVihar (T) | 0030 Howrah | 30:00 | Pt Deen Dayal Upachyay Jn, Brabua Road, Sasaram, Dehri On Sone, Anugraha Narayan
wheelers; light commercial  fees. The policy also em- Road, Gaya, Koderma, Dhanbad, Asansol, Durgapur, Barddhaman & Bande! stations.
and e-trucks, phasizes fleet electrification "
rapping and  for mmmmml transport, 01708 | AnandVihar (T) | 1805 | Jabalpurdn. | 10:00 gx:ggg;:'ﬂmk'g‘ﬁ’:ﬁzm i‘:"’":“' i"kf&”;"&?;?; Fatehpur, Prayagra) Jn,
ives to en- job = = £ -
courage moving away from  creation, .md skills devel- 0761 | Hazrat Nizamuddin: | 1230 Duig 1350 Mathura Jn; Agra Cantt, Virangana Lakshmibai (Jhanshi), Saugor, Damah, Katni Murwara,

o

Ak

CCTV footage to identify
the shooters and have so far
detained two suspects. They:
confirmed that five indi-
viduals were involved in
the murder, and multiple
teams are actively working
on the case,

DCP Abhishek Dhania
assured the vietim's family

Ghaziabad, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn., Mirzapur, Pt: Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.,

04082 Delhi Jn. 2385 Patna Jn. 16:40 Busar, Ara & Danaplr stations
. ’ Govindputi, Prayagraj Jn., Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.. Bhabua Road,
g Déitidn. i Qaya da. i Sasaram, Dehri On Sone and Anugrah Narayan Road stations.
Delhi Cantt, Gurgaon. Rewan Jn, Alwar, Bandikui Jn. Gandhinagar Jaipur, Jaipur Jn, Kishangarh,
09004 Delhi Jn 1305 | Mumbai Central | 13:30 | AimerJn, Beawar, Marwar Jn, Faina, Pindwara, Al Road, Palanpur Jn, Mahesana Jn,
Sabarmati By, Vadodara Jn, Udhna Jn, Valsad, Vapi & Borvali stations
2 Shri Mata Vaishno . Soripat, Panipat, Karnal, Kurukshetra Jn, Ambala Cantt, Dhandari Kalan, Jalandhar Cantt,
Dagat New!Delhil o Devi Katra "4 Pathankot Cantt, Jammi Tawi and Martyr Captain Tushar Mahajan stations.
Gaovindpuri, Prayagraj Jn, Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn, Buxar, Ara, Danapur, Patna Jn,
04068 New Delhi 14:00 Bhagalpur 13:30 | Bakhtiyarpur dn, Makama. Hathidah Jn, Luckeesarai Jn, Kiul Jn, Abhaipur, Jamalpur Jn &
Sultangan) Stations.
" Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Kanpur Central, Prayagraj Jn, PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.,
02436 New Delhi 08:30 Patna Jn 2000 | g var and Ara stalions.
’ i ) Govindpuri, Prayagraj Jn, PL.deen Dayal Upadhyaya Jn.. Buxar, Ara, Danapur &
02334 New Delhi 1320 | Rajendra Nagar | 07:45 Patng iy stations,
Ghaziabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Shahjehanpur, Sitapur Jn., Gonda Jn, Basti,
. Gorakhpur Jn, Kaptangan] Jn, Bagaha, Narkatiagan] Jn, Raxaul Jn, Bairagnia,
sore Anard Vihar (1) (810 Saharsa.Jn 1030 | Sitamarhi, Janakpur Road, Darbhanga Jn, Sakri Jn, Jhanjharpur, Ghogardiha,
Nirmali, Saraygarh, Supaul & Garh Baruari stations.
Etawah, Kanpur Central, Aishbagh, Badshahnagar, Barabanki Jn, Gonda Jn,
05308 Anand Vihar (T) 2210 Chhapra 22:50 | Mankapur Jn, Babhnan, Basti, Khalilabad, Gorakhpur, Kaptanganj Jn, Padrauna,

Tamkuhi Road, Thawe Jn & Siwan Jn

internal combustion engine
vehicles.

Infrastructure is a key fo-
cus, with plans for public
charging points. New build-
ings and public areas will
need charging stations, and
there will be capital subsi-
dies for private chargi
stations and fast-charg

opment in collaboration
with local universities.

A dedicated Defhi Clean
Mobility Center will ensure
the effective implementa-
tion of the policy. Since the
initial EV policy, Delhi has
seen growth in registered
EVs and charging infra-
structure.

Umaria, Shahdol, Anuppur Jn, Pendra Road, Usalapur & Raipur Jn stations.

passengers are requested to contact

During the Rail journey never travel with inflammable objects like Crackers, Petrol, Kerosene & Gas Cylinder etc.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

visit us at: www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

For any kind of information and detailed time-table etc.,

RailMadad Helpline No. 139 or may visit Indian Railways
website https://enquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE Please join us



Engineer steals
Rs 5 lakh cash
from property
dealer's car held

B Gurugram

A 31-year-old engineer has
‘been arrested for allegedly
stealing Rs 51akh cash from
aproperty dealer’s carwhich
was parked in'a housing so-
ciety in New Palam Vihar
here, police said.

On Saturday, the proper-
1y dealer filed a complaint
that Rs 5 lakh were stolen
from his car which was
parkedin the society’s park-
ing lot.

An FIR was registered at
Bajghera Police Station and
Denis alias Kullu was ar-
rested on Sunday from near
4 shopping mall in Bajghera,
they said.

"During interrogation, De-
nis revealed when the prop-
erty dealer's car entered the
society, he noticed some
bags kept in his car. After
some time, he opened the
vehide and stole the cash
and goods kept inside,” a
Gurngram police spokesper-
son said.

Jharkhand native Denis
works at a privat

[ 70P STORY, Deuw, Tuesony 11, Mascks 2025

Congress slams AAP-led MCD for
cutting pmJect funds scheme closures

New Delhi

he Congr on

Monday accused

the AAP-led MCD

of shutting down
key municipal schemes and
slashing funds in erucial
sectors,

During a discussion on
the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi’s (MCD) budget,
Congress councillors
slammed the AAP-led civic
body for "financial mis-
management and neglectof
essential public services".

Congress councillor Nazia
Danish said the AAP-led
MCD presented a mislead-
ing financial picture of the
civie body, raising concerns
over governance and trans-
parency.

She noted that the AAP-
led Delhi government had
allocated Rs 202.40 crore
for urban development in
the 2019-20 fiscal.

However, following this
allocation, it abruptly shut
down 11 important munici-
pal schemes. These proj-
ects, she said, were crucial
for the devel of ur-

in Gurugramand lives in the
same locality as the proper-
ty dealer, the police said .

The stalen cash, three mo-
bile phones and two lap-
tops were recovered from
the possession of Denis, they
said.

Police have taken the ac-
cused on five days of police
remand after being pro-
duced in a city court, they
added.

Part of
abandoned
building collapses
in Delhi, 1 dead

New Delhi
A2g-year-old man died af-
ter the balcony of an aban-
doned building collapsed in
southwest Delhi's Mahavir
Enclave on Monday, a Del-
hi Fire Services official said.

A call regarding the col-
lapse was received at 1.55
pu. Four fire tenders and
rescue teams were imme-
diately dispatched. the of-
ficer said.

"Wereceived another call
at 3.10 pm that one person
got buried under the de-
bris. He was brought out
and rushed to the DDU
Hospital with eritical in-
juries. However, he died
on the way." the officer
said.

The deceased has been
identified as Md Kashif.
He was passing by the area
when the incident hap-
pened, the officer said.

Upon reaching the spot,
it was found that the build-
ing was abandoned and
very old with four feet ter-
race protruding out with
construction  over it
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Ankit
Singh said.

It was not immediately
known how old is the build-
ing.

2 engineers held for
killing auto
driver in Gurugram

Gurugram

Two engineers have been
arrested for allegedly beating
to death a 21-year-old auto
rickshaw driver in DLF
Phase 3 area after an argu-
ment, police said on Mon-
day.

The accused have been
identified as Jaideep and
Mani Shankar, they said.

On Satarday, the twomen
were going to Jaideep’s
apartment after having din-
ner. When they reached
their destination, thi ey came
acrossan auto i
er, Somu, standing on the
street with his vehicle in a
drunken state, they said.

When Jaideep asked Sonu
to park his auto on the side,
the auto driver started hurl-
ing abuses at the engineer,
they said.

ban villages, unauthorised

and authorised colonies, re-
development areas, gardens,
parks, community buildings

structure improvements in
MCD schools, she empha-
sised the need for adequate
resources such as books,
and essential a

jafgarh and high-rise mwn-
shipswere among those af-
fected, she claimed.
The shutting down of
these projects, worth Rs 110
crore, severely inconve-
nienced residents, she said.

Danish also accused the
Delhi government of dis-
continuing funds allocated
to the civie body for trans-
port-related development
in 2021.

Calling for urgent infra-

adeniic materials.
Danish laid stress on the
importance of hiring trained
and qualified teachers to
ensure students receive
quality educationand high-
lighted the need for better
school buildings, classrooms
and sanitation facilities.
The Cong councillor
proposed continued sprin-
kling of water to control
dust pollition, strict prohi-
bition on burning waste, ex-

pansion of green belts, and
increase in the number of
electric vehicles

She emphasised the need
for better drainage man-
agement, cleaning of the
Yamuna and the establich-
ment of additional water
treatment plants.

Danish highlighted that
during the tenure of the
Congress government in
Delhi between 1998 and
2013, the civicbody had re-

and medical equipment.

She proposed the intro-
duction of telemedicine
services and online ap-
pointment booking facili
ties,

She also stressed on the
importance of regular waste
management and disease
prevention  campaigns
across Delhi.

Danish devel-

GreNo Authority to
Demolish 1,500 Houses

oping digital health records
for medical centres and
ing an online portal

ceived sul ial financial
assistance for medical serv-
ices. tor:

However, during the past
decade, the AAP govern-
ment, which governed the
national capital between
2015 and 2025, significant-
ly reduced that funding.

Data clearly reflects this
drastic decline in financial
support, affecting the avail-
ability of medical services in
MCD-run facilities, Danish
said.

She called for an increase
in the number of doctors
and nurses in MCD-run hos-
pitals and dispensaries while
also ensuring the availabil-
ity of essential medicines

[nr ‘mm to consult doc-

She also called for free
medical check-ups and vac-
cination campaigns for preg-
nant women and newborns
and emphasised the need to
strengthen and modernise
Anganwadi centres to im-
prove maternal and child
health care.

The MCD presented a
budgetof Rs 17,000 crore in
February.

Trifurcated in 2012 into
north, south and east cor-
porations, the MCD was re-
unified in 2022. AAP gained
control of the House in the
elections held that year.

GST Dy Commissioner in Noida  Women’s empowerment is essential for a

commits suicide by jumping
from 15th floor Apartment

B —
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Amar Saini
Noida

Sanjay Singh, a Deputy
Commissioner in the GST
department, committed
suicide by jumping from
the 15th floor of his apart-
ment in Noida on Monday
morning.

Singh was posted in Noi-
da GST department.

He died at the scene and
was later declared dead ata
hospital. Singh was bat-
tling advanced cancer and
had been under significant
stress because of his ill-
ness.

The suicide took place in

T
the Sector-75 Apex Society,
attracting the attention of
nearby residents.

The loeal police have sent
his body for postmortem
and are investigating the in-
cident, reviewing CCTV
footage for more informa-
tion. No suicide note
found, and the family
not filed any t

Strong India: Speaker of Delhi Assembly

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

A significant event took
place at a university in New
Delhi on International
Women's Day, where Vi-
jender Gupta, the Speaker
ofthe Delhi Legislative As-
sembly, was the chief guest.

He spoke about the im-
portance of women's em-
powerment, stating that it
is a collective responsibili-
ty and essential for the
progress of the nation.

Gupta highlighted that
women are the backbone of
society'and that achieving
gender equality is crucial
for a country's economic
and social strength. He
stressed that this year's
theme, “Accelerate Actios
calls for faster steps to pro-
mote equality and safety
for women.

Gupta noted the re-

‘The matter is under inves-
tigation by Noida Sector-
113 police station.

Singh is survived by his
wife and two sons, one of
whom works in Gurugram,
while the other studies in
Greater Noida,

markable achi its of
Indian women across var-
ious sectors, eliminating
traditional roles and ac-
tively contributing in fields
like education, science,
sports, and entrepreneur-
ship.

He recognized the posi-

tive changes hrouglt about
by government initiatives
and increased social aware-
ness, which have signifi-
cantly improved women's
status in society. He shared
that the sex ratio in India
improved from 918 in 2014
to 933 in 2022, and
women’s workforce partic-
ipation rose from 23% in’
2017-18 to 42% in 2023-24.
Moreover, the number of
female officers in the Indi-
an Armed Forces has
grown 3. 5 times since
2015

Gupta also highlighted
key government initiatives
benefiting women, such as

Manjinder Singh Sirsa launched a project to
improve public facilities & sanitation in Shyam Nagar

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
On March 10, 2025, the
Minister of Food Supply,
Environment & Industry
in Delhi, Manjinder Singh
Sirsa, launched a project
toimprove public facilities
and sanitation in Shyam
Nagar.

This project inclndes the
upgrading of roads and
drainage systems and the
renovation of a Sulabh
Shauchalaya near Pacific
Mall. These upgrades aim
to improve hygiene, mo-
bility, and the overall liv-
ing conditions for local
residents.

The government also
plans to enhance strect

lighting and provide clean
‘water,

The Minister held dis-
cussions with officials
from the BSES power dis-
tribution company and the

Delhi Jal Board to tackl

issues related to electrici-
ty and water supply in the
Rajouri Garden area. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of better public

amenities for the commu-
nity.

During the discussions,
he raised concerns about
electricity supply and in-
structed BSES to reduce
power cuts and speed up
the installation of new
electricity cables, espe-
cially with summer ap-
proaching.

Furthermore, Sirsa met
with' Delhi Jal Board offi-
cials to discuss improving
water supply and ensuring
clean drinking water in
Rajouri Garden. He
stressed the government's
commitment to providing
safe drinking water as a
basic need for all resi-
dents.

the fact that 56% of ac-

counts opened under the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana are in women’s
names, and 70% of loans
under the Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana have gone to
women entrepreneurs.
He mentioned that over
10 crore women received
free LPG connections
through the Ujjwala Yo-
jana, and 4 crore houses
have been assigned to
women under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. Fur-
thermore, the Women's
Reservation Bill has im-
proved women’s political
representation.
BJP govt to table
maiden budget in
Delhi Assembly on
March 25
__ NewDelhi
The new BJP government
in Delhi will table its maid-

en budget on Man_h 25
during the s five-

Noida

The Greater Noida An-
thority has decided to de-
molish 1,500 houses and
shops in Shahberi to make

vay for the construction of
an elevated road from Sec-
tor-4, Shahberi village,
.Greater Noida West, to
Crossing Republic, Ghazi-
abad.

The Greater Noida Au-
thority has completed its
suryey work. During the
survey, the team identi-
fied 1,500 houses and
shops that obstruct the
construction of the elevat-
ed road. Preparations are
now underway to demolish
these structures.

Approximately 10,000
peaple living in the Shah-
beri area will be affected
by this development. Dur-
ing the survey, the team
also consulted social work-
ers and political represen-
tatives from the area.
Everyone has welcomed
this step taken by the au-
thority. Residents of Shali-
beri believe that the con-
struction of the elevated
road will help alleviate
traffic congestion in the
area.

The people whose hous-
es and shops will be de-
mplished will receive com-
pensation. It is being re-
ported that they will be
compensated based on the
current market rate. How-
ever, the authority has not
vet provided any official
elarification regarding this,
but a decision is expected
soon.

Recently, a team from
the Central Road Research
Institute (CRRI) conduct-
ed a field inspection and
study related to the project
and started preparing the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR). After condueting
a fraffic survey, the team
submitted its report to the
authority. The report sug-
gested two possible de-
signs for the elevated road
near Shaliberi village—one

and Shops in Shahberl

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

MINETRATIVE OFFICE

uPEATr R NOIDA

NT AUTHORY

vated road, zmd the other
featuring an 8oo-mefer-
long, 16-meter-wide ele-
vated road. The authority
has approved the 16-me-
ter-wide flyover. This pro-
posal will be sent to the
government for approval
after the board meeting.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itisfar general infarmation that 1,
ASHISH GLIPTA 5/0 8D GUPTA
R/QFliat No-5:8, Exparess View:
Apartment, Sector-3, Noidk, Gau-
tam Buddha Nagas, Uttar Pradesh
201301 do hereby declare that
name of mine has been wrongly
written as ASISH GUPTAIn my
Driving License (DL-No- HRO7
195540273 79), My carrect name i
ASHISH GUPTA as mentioned in my.
Addhar (446130622063) which
may beamended accordingly.

“Genéral publicat large is heraby
informed that my client Ms. Babita
W Late Sh. Jal Bhagwan R/O.
H.no-26, Harijan Basti, Garhi Rand-
hals, Delhi-110081, has severed all
his relations with his son Pawan
Kumarand has ilso debarred and
disowned him from 2ll the mov-
ableand immovable properties
and shall not be liable for any act
ancl cenission done by him. If any
person deals with him, hefsheshall
be doing 5o at his own risks; costs
and consequences and the sime
shal not be bxnding on my dllentin
any manner, whatsoever.

YOGESH CHOUDHARY
(ADVOCATE}

OFF. ATCHAMBER NO-1202,
LAWYERS BLOGK, DISTRICT COURT
ROHINI, DELHI-110085.

Be it known to all that my cliant
Smt Sarita Yadav, W/o- Bablu
Chaudhary R/0-51, 15t Floar, Left
side Gall ne-LNarth Black, West
Vinod Nagar, Shakarpur, East Delhi,
Delhi-110092 have severed her re-
latian frormher son M. Aditya
Chaudhary, $/0- Sh. Bablu Chaud-
hary, she has disown and debarred
him from her all movableand im-
cable propectivs bacause e is
isobedient and is of quarr elsome
niature. He has joined the suciety of
bacl people. My elient shall be not
resporsible for amission and com:
mission of arty act of the said per-
sonin futiire.

RITU SHARMA.

ADVOCATE

DELHI HIGH COURT DELHI
OFF/CHNO.Y37, CVILSIDE, TIS
HAZARICOURT

featuring an 8 ter-

long, 14-meter-wide ele-

| PUBLIC NOTICE

It General that
wife of my client fia mely Late Mrs.
Sakshi Dhawan R/0 8U-58,
Vishakha Enclave, Pitampurs, Now
Delhi-110034, had et out her
premises i 2. entire First Foor at
Flat No. 133, Block-8, Pocket-1,
Sector-17, Rohln, Delhi-110089, to
Mr.Mirender Anand ata manthly
rentof Re. 6,000/~ permonth
which i

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE T T KNOW 20 the pblicat
farge thit my client Sh; Rooda
Ram, S0 ShiLala Ram, Mrs Vimla
wife of Sh Rooda Rem, all resident
0f B-6, Phase -2, Rajiv Nagar Extn,
Begumpur - North-West, Dalhj-
110086 have severad their all con-
nections from Mrs Mamta Daugh-
tet of Sh. Roada Ram and Mrs.
Virmia whe have been ving sepa-
rataly, Any person dealitig with
Wrs Mamta shallbe doing s0 2t

day budget session.

A bulletin issued by the
Delhi Assembly Secretari-
at said the five-day ses-
sion would begin on March

24.

The budget will be pre-
sented on March 25 and a
general discussion on it
held on March 26. The
budget will be passed on
March 27.

The last day of the ses-
sion is reserved for pri-
vate member bills and res-
ohitipns,

Noida power firm ordered to make electricity supply data public

Noida

In a significant directive
aimed at ensuring trans-
parency in eleetricity distri-
bution, the Ndida Power
Company Limited (NPCL)
has been ordered to put its
electricity supply data in the
public domain. The State
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission issued this orderon
Monday while hearing a pro-
posal of public importance
filed by the State Electricity
Consumer Couneil.

The regulatory commis-
sion has directed NPCL to
provide electricity supply

viding électricity to the vil-
lages for 20-21 hours daily.
The discrepancy in the re-

data forthe pastfive yearsto  ported figures prompted the
the Uttar P h State Load council to bring
Distribution Centre (UP- the matter before the regu-
SLDC). The move comesin  latory conmussion.

Tesponse to allegations that During the hearing,

NPCL has been supplying
less dlectricity than sehed-
uled to approximately 118
villages under its jurisdic-
tion. However, the company
has refirted these claims, as-
serting that it has been pro-

chaired by regulatory com-
mission chairman Arvind
Kumarand member Sanjay
Kumar Singh, State Elec-
tricity Consumer Council
chairman Awadhesh Kumar
Verma highlighted that

NPCL's data was nat avail-
ableon the UPSLDC website.
He questioned why NPCL
had been exempted from
publishingits supply figures
when all other power com-
‘paniesin the state had been
‘mandated to do so.
Following deliberations,

raised concerns regarding
the equitable distribution of
electricity across the Noida
region. Citing Section 10 of
the Consumer Rights Rule-

for Rs. 8,000/ per month and with,
respéct to the same, a Rent Agree-
‘ment dated 13/12/2014 was also
‘executed between Mr. Virender
Anaric and the wife. of my dient
and after expiry of my cllent’s wife
‘on 30/07/2017, my abovesald
cllent namely Mr. Harish Kumar
Dhwan, being the surviving legal
hetr, become the lawful owner of
the above said property, by the op-
eration of law. That Mr. Virender
Anand was not making monthly
payment of rent fiom Decamber
2024 powards and accordingly my
dlient namely Harish Kumar
Dhatwan served yolra legal notics
dated 17/02/2025 for termination
of tendncy and now it camis to
knowledge of my dient that M.
Virendear Anand got expirectand
accordingly, the tenancy got suto
matically terminated and therefore.
by virtye of this present notice, itis
informed, if there exist any legal
heirs/ family members/ refatives of
the deceased, then they may kind-

PUBLIC NOTICE

their
my dients shall riot be held respon-
sible inany manner. My client Sh,
Rooda Rarn and Mrs Virmla hereby
disown and disinherit Mrs. Mamta
and shieshall have no right, title or
interest of any nature in movable
and immovable property 6fmy
client Sh. Rooda Ram and Mrs Vi
la,

DHARMENDER SINGH SEHWAG
ADVOCATE

B-34C RAIV NAGAR PHASE 2, RO~
HINI SECTOR 22, DELHI-110086

This s to inform public at large that
my client e, Syed Abdul Shahid,
Sonof Abdul Rehman, Resident of
2353, 3rd Floor, Gall Amblya Wall
Kucha Chelan, Jama Masjid, Darya
Ganj, Defhi- 110002 have cut off
his family refations andihave dis
owned hissan namely Mohd Su-
fyan from hisimmovable and mov-
able properties, due o his disobe-
dient and nature as:

Iy contact , for

he it indulged in ant social activi-

cles/ goods lying in the tenanted

ties, Moreover, my client namely

2020, Verma i
that all consumers in the
Noida area should receive
24-hour eleﬂnut\f su pplv
without diser

premises and for

ment of arvears of rent, withina
period of 10 days from today, fail-
ing which my afaresaid dient wil
wispose of the househald articles/.

e regl y
ordered NPCL to upload five
years' worth of electricity
supply data, making it ac-
cessible to the public. The
consumer council further

also demanded that con-
sumers be compensated in
cases where the electricity
supply falls short of the man-
dated duration.

that eventuality, my.
aforesaid client shal ot be liable
for any civil 3nd eriminal action.

CHAMBER NO.: 8-109, BGS.
BLOCK, TIS HAZARI COURT, DELHI

Syed o
sponsible of any llegal act/llabil-
ties/dues of his son namely Mohd
Sufyan, Son of Syed Abekil Shahid,
Resident of 2353, 3rd Floor, Gall
Ambiya Wal| Kucha Chietan, 1ama
Masid, Darya Ganj, Defhi- 110002
i any manner, whatsoever,
ABDULLAH SHAHID

Advocate

Ch.No: 622, Western Wing, Tis
Hazari Court, Delhi-110054
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Punjab man
who died in
Telangana
tunnel collapse
was sole
breadwinner

of family
__Tarn Taran (Punjab):

Gurpreet Singh, whose
body was pulled out from
the partially collapsed
Srisailam Left Bank Ca-
nal (SLBC) tunnel in
Telangana, was the sole
breadwinner of his family,
relatives said on Monday.

Singh, a resident of
Punjab's Tarn Taran dis-
trict, is survived by his
wife, two minor dangh-
ters aged 13 and 16, and
mother, they said.

Singh, who worked
as a Tunnel Boring Ma-
chine (TBM) operator
for Robbins Co, was
among the eight men
trapped inside the tun-
nel after its partial col-
lapse on February 22.

‘The body of Singh (40)
was recovered from the
tunnel on Sunday. Res-
cue operations contin-
ued on Monday to locate
the remaining seven
persons.

His body was extricat-
ed following "very care-
ful" digging and other
efforts for more than
48 hours. It was buried
under silt at a depth of
about 10 feet, officials
said.

Meanwhile, Singh's
family members at his
native Flacc Cheema
Kalan village here were
inconsolable while vil-
lagers were coming in
to express their condo-
lences.

His cousin Pargat Sin-
gh Cheema said Singh is
survived by his two mi-
nor daughters aged 13
and 16, wife Rajwinder
Kaur and mother Dar-
shan Kaur.

Singh had been work-
ing with the company
for the last two decades
and was the only earn-
ing member in the fami-
ly, Cheema said.

Telangana Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy
has already announced
an ex-gratia payment
of Rs 25 lakh to Singh's
family.

‘The eight persons --
engineers and labour-
ers -- got trapped in the
SLBC  tunnel project
after a portion of it col-
lapsed on February 22.

Experts from the
NDRE, Indian Army,
Navy and other agencies
were making relentless
efforts to pull them out
to safety.

e
o
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Haryana STF cracks down on organized
crime, significant drop in crime rates

Komal Ramola

H Singh Saini high-

lighted the impressive
achievements of the
Haryana Special Task
Force (STF) in combat-
ing organized crime be-
tween 2020 and 2024.
Addressing the Harya-
na Vidhan Sabha dur-
ing the ongoing budget
session, he stated that
the STF had successful-
ly apprehended 1,997
accused, including 542
most-wanted criminals,
256 gangslers and gang
members, and 1,199
offenders involved in
heinous crimes such as
kidnapping,  contract
killing, extortion, rob-
bery, and dacoity.

The Chief Minister
noted that the STF had
launched  extensive
crackdowns on erim-
inal gangs across the
state, resulting in the
arrest of 325 offend-
ers in 2020, 227 in
2021, 388 in 2022, 421
in 2023, and 636 in
2024. Alongside these
arrests, law enforce-
ment officials seized a
large cache of illegal

&

firearms, including 217
pistols, seven revolv-
ers, 272 country-made
pistols, 47 magazines,
and over 2,000 car-
tridges from the of-
fenders.

In a major break-
through, Haryana wit-
nessed a substantial
reduction in crimes
against women in
2024. Cases of crime
against women fell
by 19.6%, with 9,488
cases registered, com-

| |5

pared to 11,814 cases
m 2023. The num-
ber of rape cases also
saw a sharp decline of
23.3%, while gang rape
incidents decreased E)-‘

19.8%.

The Chief Minister
further revealed that
the number of mur-
der cases in 2024 had
dropped to 966, mark-
ing an 8.9% reduction
from 1,061 cases in
2023. Crimes regis-
tered under the SC/

Tourism in border areas revived after
ceasefire in J-K: Omar Abdullah

Jammu:
Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Monday
said tourism activities in
the frontier areas of the
Union Territory have
revived after ceasefire
along the Line of Control
(LoC) and international
border (IB).

Replying to a sup-

plementary  question
raised by National
Conference mem-
ber Sajad Shafi in the
Legislative  Assembly
here regarding his Uri
constituency,  Abdul-

said as the border
areas are slowly open-
ing after the ceasefire,
tourism is witnessing
a positive trend due to
the prevailing peace in
the region.

Shafi also used the
opportunity to inform
the House about Ab-
dullah's birthday. Most
of the members from
the treasury and oppo-
sition benches wished
the chief minister who
acknowledged the
greetings and thanked
the members.

"It is true that Uri has
huge border tourism
potential. Tourists have
started visiting areas
like Uri and are eager
to explore places such
as Aman Setu and oth-
er scenic locations, Our
priority is to enhance

tourism infrastructure
in these regions," the
chief minister, who
also holds the tourism
portfolio, said.

In response to a
starred question from
the member, he said
the feasibility of estab-
lishing a zipline or a
cable car project from
Lagama to Baba Fareed
Garkote in Uri con-
stituency would be as-
sessed by the Tourism
Department.

However, he clarified
that no such proposal
was _currently under
consideration.

The chief minister
said the development
of locations such as
Rustom and Nambla
Waterfalls, with their
inclusion under the
Border Tourism Pro-
gramme, would be con-
sidered in the future
subject to feasibility
and availability of re-
sources.

Highlighting the po-
tential of adventure
tourism, he noted that
Bijham and Limber
Waterfall and Limber
Wildlife Sanctuary are
well known for attract-
ing adventure enthusi-
asts.

The Tourism Depart-
ment has undertaken
several initiatives for
the holistic develop-
ment of these areas,
he said.

The chief minister
said while the depart-
ment does not directly
operate  paragliding
activities, it facilitates
them through private
adventure tourism op-
erators.

Additionally, ca-
pacity-building  pro-
rammes are con-

ucted for aspiring
trainers and permis-
sions for paragliding
are granted after a
lity survey, he

Haryana withdraws Bill on travel
agents to bring new legis

Chandigarh:

The Haryana govern-
ment on Monday with-
drew the Haryana Reg-
istration and Regulation
of the Travel Agents Bill,
2024 after cerlain obser-
vations by the Centre. It
intends Lo send a fresh
bill after incorporating
provisions enshrined in
the newly enacted crim-
inal laws.

An official resolu-
tion was placed before
the Assembly to with-
draw the bill which
was passed by the state
Assembly a year ago to
establish a framework
to ensure transparency,
accountability and in-
tegrity of travel agents.

It also aimed at check-
ing and curbing the "il-
legal and fraudulent
activities" of the travel
agents to safeguard the
interest of the residents
of Haryana, according

| —

to the official resolution

placed before the state
Assembly here on Mon-
day by Parliamentary
Affairs’ Minister Mahi-
pal Dhanda.

According to the reso-
lution, the 2024 Bill was
presented to the Hary-
ana governor for giving
his assent. The gover-
nor reserved the bill for
the consideration of the
President of India.

~ —_

whereas, the Har-
yana Registration and
Regulation of the Travel
Agents Bill, 2024 was
sent to the Union Home
Ministry for assent of
the President of India.
The Ministry of Home
Affairs sought the com-
ments from the State
Government on obser-
vations of the MHA, Un-
ion Ministry of Tourism
and Ministry of Cor-

lation

porate Affairs received
through Secretary to
Governor,  Haryana,”
the resolution stated.

It said while the
matter was under con-
sideration of the state
government, three new
criminal laws were im-
plemented from July 1,
2024.

"After due delibera-
tions, it was decided to
withdraw the Bill and
request the Union Min-
istry of Home Affairs
to return the Haryana
Registration and Reg-
ulation of the Travel
Agents Bill, 2024, as
the State of Haryana
intends to send a fresh
Bill after incorporating
provisions _enshrined
m the newly enacted
criminal laws as well as
addressing the obser-
vations of Government
of India," according to
the resolution.

ST Act also witnessed
a notable decline of
30.7%, falling from
1,514 cases in 2023 to
1,049 in 2024.

Saini attributed the
overall drop in crime
rates to the increased
presence of police
personnel, strict mon-
itoring, and relent-
less efforts by law en-
forcement agencies to
ensure public safety.
Between 2019 and De-
cember 2024, a total

The Chief Minister
noted that the STF
had launched exten-
sive crackdowns on
criminal gangs across
the state, resulting in
the arrest of 325 of-
fenders in 2020, 227
in 2021, 388 in 2022,

421 in 2023, and 636
in 2024. I
of 119,011 FIRs were
lodged across Harya-
na, covering serious
crimes such as mur-
der, rape, kidnapping,
robbery, and crimes
against Scheduled
Castes and Tribes. Of
the 6,338 murder cas-
es registered during
this period. 95.23%
were solved, leading
to the arrest of 12,066
accused. Similarly,
97.67% of the 22,994
kidnapping cases and
96.02% of the 2,594
robbery cases report-
ed in the past five
years were successfully
worked out.

The Haryana Gov-
ernment continues to
enforce a "zero toler-
ance for crime" policy,

ing law en-
forcement agencies to
maintain law and or-
der effectively. Various
initiatives have been
implemented to en-
hance safety, including
increasing police man-
power, creating spe-
cialized units to tackle
heinous crimes, and
modernizing the police
force with advanced
technology and training.
These measures aim to
curb violent crimes,
crimes against women,
and  property-related
offenses.

During the session,
Chief Minister Saini
also spoke about the
significant development
strides made in the Me-
wat region over the past
decade. He announced
that a meeting of the
Mewat  Development
Board (MDB) would
be convened soon to
accelerate  progress
further.  Comparing
the current state of de-
velopment to pre-2014
conditions, he empha-
sized that improve-
ments in healthcare,
water supply, road in-
frastructure, and edu-
cation were evident.

Punjab SKM holds
protests outside
residences of AAP
MLAs

Chandigarh:

The Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) on Monday
held protests in various
parts of Punjab against the
ruling government over
thwarting theiraltempls to
hold an agitation in Chan-
digarh a few days ago.

The protesting farmers
staged sit-ins in front of
the residences and offices
of various AAP MLAs, in-
cluding minister Mohin-
der Bhagat in Jalandhar,
MLAs Narinder Kaur Bha-
raj in Sangrur, Dev Mann
in Nabha, Amansher Sin-
gh Sherry Kalsi in Batala
and Manjit Singh in Moga.

They slammed the
Punjab government for

"detaining” several farm-
er leaders ahead of their
March 5 protest pro-
gramme.

"We are holding our
protests peacefully,” said
farmer leader Ravneet
Brar, who was silting out-
side MLA Kulwant Singh’s
office in Mohali along with
other farmers.

The SKM, a conglom-
erate of over 30 farmer
bodies. had planned a
week-long  'dharna’ in
Chandigarh from March 5
to demand, among multi-
ple requests, the purchase
of six crops al minimum
support price by the state
government.

Indian-origin drug lord wanted by FBI
arrested in Ludhiana: Punjab Police

Chandigarh:
Punjab police on Mon-
day said it has arrest-
ed an Indian-origin
transnational drug lord,
wanted by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) in connection with
one of the largest nar-
cotics seizures in the US,
in Ludhiana.

Shehnaz Singh, also
known as Shawn Bhin-
der, had been operat-
ing under the guise of
a transportation busi-
ness in Canada since
2014 and allegedly fa-
cilitated the movement
of drugs from Colom-
bia to the US and Can-
ada via Mexico, the po-
lice said.

After a crackdown
by the FBI, Bhinder, a
native of village Man-
diala in Batala who
had been residing in
Brampton in Canada,
managed to give a slip
to the FBI slenths and
clandestinely landed in
India, Director General
of Police (DGP) Gaurav
Yadav said adding that
the Punjab Police suc-
cessfully tracked and
arrested him from the
jurisdiction of Ludhia-
na.
He was wanted by
the FBI in one of the
largest drug seizures in
the US on February 26,

2025, where the agency
had arrested six of his
associates and seized
391 kg methampheta-
mine, 109 kg cocaine,
four sophisticated
weapons and vehicles
from their possession.

The six arrested by
the FBI were identified
as Amritpal Singh alias
Amrit alias Bal, Amrit-
pal Singh alias Cheema,
Taqdeer Singh alias
Romi, Sarabjit Singh
Saabi, Fernando Valla-
dares alias Franco and
Gurlal Singh.

The arrest came
amid Punjab govern-
ment's ongoing "Yudh
Nashian Virudh" (war
against drugs) cam-

paign, launched on
February 25.

The DGP said Bhin-
der was also wanted
in an Arms Act case
registered in Decem-
ber 2024. The Tarn
Taran Police had ar-
rested five members
of the notorious Jag-
gu Bhagwanpuria an
Amritpal Batth gang
in the case, leading to
the recovery of a sig-
nificant cache of arms
and ammunition from
their possession.

Deputy Inspec-
tor General of Police
(Ferozepur Range)

Swapan Sharma ac-
companied by Senior
Superintendent of Po-

lice (SSP) Tarn Taran
Abhimanyu Rana said
preliminary  investi-
gations reveal that
Bhinder played a key
role in transporting
large consignments of
drugs across interna-
tional borders using
trucks and trailers.

He said it was found
during interrogation
that "accused Shawn
Bhinder,  operating
under the guise of a
legitimate transporta-
tion business in Can-
ada since 2014, alleg-
edly facilitated the
movement of drugs
from Colombia to the
US and Canada via
Mexico".

Prez Murmu Launches ‘Spiritual Education
Project’ to Foster Holistic Well-being

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
President of India,
Droupadi Murmu, in-
auguraled the 'Spiritual
Education Project for
Holistic Well-being' as
part of the Golden Ju-

bilee celebrations of
Prajapita  Brahmaku-
mari Ishwariya Vish-

wavidyalaya in Hisar.
Emphasizing the sig-
nificance of spirituality
in holistic development,
she extended her heart-
felt congratulations
and best wishes to all
associated with the in-
itiative.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the President
attributed the insti-
tution's 50-year jour-
ney of success to the
spiritual blessings
of Pilashree Prajapi-
ta Brahma Baba. She
paid homage to his
sacred energy and ac-
knowledged the inval-
uable contribution of

Brahma Kumaris Lo so-
ciety through their re-
lentless commitment
to sacrifice and pen-
ance. She highlighted
that their efforts have
paved new pathways
for physical, psycho-
logical, and spiritual

progress.

Reflecting on the
spiritual heritage of
Haryana, the Presi-

dent recalled the mes-
sage of the Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita. She
emphasized the teach-
ings of Yogeshwar Shri
Krishna, who impart-
ed wisdom on main-

Laining equanimity
in all circumstances
and encouraged self-
less devotion to duty.
Drawing parallels be-
tween the struggles of
the Pandavas against
the Kauravas and an
individual’s battle with
internal and external
adversilies, she un-
derscored the need for
spiritual energy to nav-
igate life’s challenges.

President Murmu as-
serted that spirituality
transcends man-made
boundaries and binds
humanity together.
She stressed that so-
cial, economic, scien-
tific, cultural, and po-
litical systems rooted
in spirituality remain
ethical and sustainable.
She lauded the Brah-
ma Kumari centres for
their global outreach,
imparting spiritual,
social, and economic
education across 150
countries.




By DIKSHA

Historically, during the
Later Vedic period, wom-
en in India enjoyed equal
rights and had representa-
tion in Sabhas and Sami-
tis. However, as society
became more materialis-
ticin subsequent eras, the
subjugation of women in-
creased, with them being
increasingly seen as ob-
jects of pleasure. Crimes
against women were of-
ten perpetrated as acts of
revenge, not just in village
disputes but also during
conflicts such as the In-
do-Pak wars.
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'Empowered Women,
Empowered Nation"

n March 8, Inter-
national ~ Wom-
en's Day, instead

of celebrating women's
achievements, India
was confronted with the
tragic news of an Israeli
tourist being gang-raped
while stargazing on the
banks of the Tungabhad-
ra River. This incident
underscores the persis-
tent concerns regarding
women's safety and se-
curity in the country.

Historically,  during
the Later Vedic period,
women in India enjoyed
equal rights and had
representation in Sab-
has and Samitis. How-
ever, as society became
more materialistic in
subsequent eras, the
subjugation of women
increased, with them
being increasingly seen
as objects of pleasure.
Crimes against women
were often perpetrated
as acts of revenge, not
just in village disputes
but also during conflicts
such as the Indo-Pak
wars.

The British Coloni-
al period, despite its
oppressive nature, in-
troduced reforms that
aimed to liberate wom-
en from certain societal
bondages. Legislations
such as the Abolition of
Sati Act, the Dowry Pro-
hibition Act and laws
against female infan-
ticide were enacted to
protect women's rights.
Post-Independence, the
Indian Government con-
tinued this progression

by incorporating em-
powering Articles into
the Constitution. These
included provisions for
maternity leave, equal
pay for equal work to
address economic dis-
parities and special pro-
visions for the advance-
ment of women.

Various schemes and
initiatives have been
launched to support
and empower women,
such as scholarships for
female students, Sar-
va Shakti Abhiyan, Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao,
Mudra Yojana, support
for women's Self-Help
Groups (S11Gs), Roshni
scheme and Nayi Manzil.
These efforts have yield-
ed positive outcomes
such as per the Nation-
al Family Health Survey
(NFHS-4) conducted in
2015-16, the sex ratio of

the total population was
991 females per 1,000
males, with an urban ra-
tio of 956 and a rural ra-
tio of 1,009, also as per
the 2017 demographic
profile, the literacy rate
in India was 71.2%, with
male literacy at 81.3%
and female literacy at
60.6%, and increased
women participation in
STEM fields. India has
historically had one of
the lowest percentages
of female representation
in parliament globally.
As of 2023, women con-
stituted Jess than 15% of
the Lok Sabha members.
The passage of the Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhini-
yam aims to increase
this representation to
at least 33%, marking a
significant step toward
women's empowerment.
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi aptly stated,

"Progress of women al-
ways gives strength to
the empowerment of the
nation".

Despite the enactment
of laws such as the Pro-
tection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act and the Crimi-
nal Law (Amendment)
Act, 2013, addressing
rape and harassment,
women's safety and se-
curity remain pressing
concerns. Challeng-
es in implementation
and prolonged court
cases often hinder jus-
tice. There have been
instances  where ac-
cused individuals, after
being released on bail,
re-offend, highlighting
systemic failures in pre-
venting recidivism. To
address these issues ef-
fectively, it is imperative
to, ensure strict imple-
mentation of existing
laws, expedite legal pro-
ceedings to deliver time-
ly justice, as "justice de-
layed is justice denied”,
assess the behaviour of
the accused using ob-
servational and psycho-
analytical tools before
granting bail, monitor
individuals post-bail to
prevent repeat offenses.

By implementing
these measures, India
can create a safer en-
vironment for women,
thereby strengthen-
ing the Nation's over-
all empowerment and
progress. India today
has many successful
role models across var-

ious fields such as in
Sports: Saina Nehwal
and M.C. Mary Kom,
Entertainment & Beau-
ty: Priyanka Chopra as
ernational icon,
Vineeta Sin-
gh, co-founder of Sugar
Cosmetics, Self-Help
Groups (SHGs): Wom-
en-led ventures like
Lijjat Papad, Adminis-
tration: Kiran Bedi, In-
dia’s first female IPS of-
ficer, Para Sports: Avani
Lekhara, India's first
female Paralympic gold
medalist, Dr. Ritu Ka-
ridhal — Rocket Woman
of India having a played
a crucial role in Chan-
drayaan-3 and Manga-
Iyaan (India's Mars Or-
biter Mission), Politics:
Leaders like Mamata Ba-
nerjee and Rekha Gupta.
Ongoing awareness ef-
forts, such as the initia-
tive in Pipli Village, Ra-
jasthan, where residents
plant 1,001 saplings to
celebrate the birth of a
girl and deposit a sum in
her name, play a crucial
role in fostering gen-
der equality. Expand-
ing such initiatives will
empower girls, provide
them with a secure fu-
ture and contribute to
the nation’s overall pro-
gress.

As  Michelle Obama
aptly remarked, "No
country can ever truly
flourish if it stifles the
potential of its women
and deprives itself of the
contributions of half its
citizens,"

By Santosh Sharma

The people of Tamil Nadu
perceive Hindi imposition
as more than just a lin-
guistic issue; it is seen as
a threat to their rich cul-
tural heritage and an at-
tempt to undermine the
Tamil | which

Tamil Nadu'’s fight against Hindi imposition

amil Nadu's re-
sistance to the im-
position of Hindi

is deeply rooted in its
linguistic identity, cul-
tural pride, and po]iﬁcal
ideology. The opposition
to Hindi is not a recent
phenomenon but has
been an ongoing strug-
gle that dates back to
the British colonial pe-
riod and continued well
after India’s independ-
ence. The people of Ta-
mil Nadu perceive Hindi
imposition as more than
just a linguistic issue;
it is seen as a threat to
their rich cultural her-
itage and an attempt to
undermine the Tamil
language, which boasts a
literary history spanning
over two thousand years.
This  resistance  has
shaped the state’s po-
litical landscape, social
movements, and educa-
tion policies, reinforcing
Tamil Nadu's commit-
ment to preserving its
linguistic autonomy.
One of the earliest
and most significant
moments of resistance
emerged between 1937
and 194u vxhen C. Ra-

boasts a literary history
spanning over two thou-
sand years.

hari, then the
Congress Chief Minis-
ter of the Madras Pres-
idency, made Ilindi a
compulsory subject in
schools. This decision
sparked immediate
opposition, particu-
larly from the Justice
Party and Periyar E.V.
Ramasamy, the lead-
er of the Self-Respect
Movement. The resist-
ance stemmed from
fears that the intro-
duction of Hindi would
marginalize Tamil and
erode the state’s lin-
guistic identity. Many
also viewed it as an at-
tempt by North Indian
elites to assert cultural
dominance over Tamil
Nadu. The Justice Party
and Periyar argued that
Hindi imposition was a
tool to reinforce Brah-
minical supremacy,
which clashed with the
ideals of the Dravidi-
an movement, which
sought to challenge
caste hierarchies and
promote social equality.

The anti-Hindi agita-
tion led to widespread
protests, arrests, and
even deaths as activ-
ists fought against the
policy. The intensity of
the resistance eventu-
ally forced the British
Governor of Madras to
withdraw the policy in
1940, marking a signif-
icant victory for Tamil
Nadu’s linguistic rights.

However, the most
defining chapter in Ta-
mil Nadu's anti-Hindi
struggle came in 1965
when the Indian gov-
ernment sought to im-
plement the Official
Languages Act of 1963,
which aimed to replace
English with Hindi as
the sole official lan-
guage of India. Tt '<
move ignited mas
protests across Tamﬂ
Nadu, as non-Hindi
speakers feared that
the policy would create
disadvantages in ed-
ucation, employment,
and governance. Many
in Tamil Nadu saw the
move as an existential
threat, fearing that it
would diminish oppor-
tunities for those who
did not speak Hindi.
The Dravidian parties,
particularly the DMK,
played a crucial role in
mobilizing public senti-
ment against the policy,
framing it as an attack
on Tamil identity and
regional autonomy.
The agitation led to vi-
olent demonstrations,
self-immolations, and
widespread student
protests, resulting in
the deaths of over 60
people. The sheer scale
of the resistance com-
pelled Prime Minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri
to assure that Eng-
lish would continue to
be used as an associ-
ate official language
alongside THindi. This
outcome had a lasting
impact on India’s lan-
guage policy, securing
the continued use of
English and further
strengthening  Tamil
Nadu’s opposition to
Hindi imposition.

Following the agita-
tion, Tamil Nadu took
decisive policy meas-
ures to protect its lin-
guistic interests. Unlike
other states, it refused
to implement the cen-
tral government’s
Three-Language  For-
mula, which required
students to learn Ilindi
along with English and
the regional language.
Instead, Tamil Nadu
adopted a Two-Lan-
guage Formula, prior-
itizing Tamil and Eng-
lish while rejecting the
compulsory inclusion
of Hindi in schools.
This policy remains in
place even today, en-
suring that students
in Tamil Nadu are not
forced to learn Hindi.
The 1965 agitation also
marked a turning point
in Tamil Nadu’s politi-
cal landscape, leading
to the rise of Dravidi-
an parties. The DMK,
which had championed
the anti-Hindi cause,
gained significant po-
litical power and con-
tinued to reinforce lin-
guistic pride through
policy decisions that
prioritized Tamil and
English in education,
administration, and
public communication.

The resistance to
Hindi imposition has
continued into the 21st
century,  particularly
with the introduction of
the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020. The
policy, which propos-
es a Three-Language
Formula, was met with
strong opposition from
political leaders in Ta-
mil Nadu across party
lines. Both the ruling
DMK and the opposi-
tion AIADMK reject-
ed the policy, arguing
that it was an indirect
attempt to introduce
Hindi into the state’s
education system. Tamil
Nadu remains firm in
its commitment to the
Two-Language Formula,
reinforcing Tamil and
English in schools while
resisting any attempts to
make Hindi mandatory.
The state government

continues to challenge
national policies that
promote Hindi, view-
ing them as a threat to
Tamil Nadu's linguistic
and cultural autonomy.

The opposition to
Hindi imposition in Ta-
mil Nadu is closely tied
to the Dravidian move-
ment, which has long
sought to resist North
Indian dominance over
the South. Perivar E.V.
Ramasamy, one of the
movement’s key figures,
strongly opposed Hindi,
believing that its impo-
sition was an attempt
to enforce North Indian
and Brahminical hegem-
ony over Tamil speakers.
is ideological succes-
sor, CN. Annadurai,
who later became Tamil
Nadu's Chief Minister,
continued to champion
Tamil nationalism and
fought against policies
that sought to elevate
Hindi over regional
languages. Tamil Nadu
takes immense pride in
its linguistic heritage,
with Tamil being one of
the oldest languages in
the world with a liter-
ary tradition spanning
millennia. The state
has actively worked to
promote the Tamil lan-
guage through various
initiatives, such as Tamil
Language Day celebra-
tions, funding for Tamil
research, and mandat-
ing Tamil signage in
businesses. Tamil Na-
du’s efforts even led to
the recognition of Tamil
as a Classical Language
in 2004, further rein-
forcing its importance in
India’s linguistic land-
scape.

Even today, Tamil
Nadu remains resolute
in its stance against the
compulsory inclusion of
Ilindi in education and
administration. Schools
in the state continue
to follow the Two-Lan-
guage Formula, ensur-
ing that Tamil and Eng-
lish remain the primary
mediums of instruction.
Political parties, regard-
less of their ideological
differences, stand unit-

ed in opposing any at-
tempts to enforce ITindi
learning. The state gov-
ernment actively resists
national policies like
NEP 2020 that promote
Hindi, reaffirming its
commitment to linguis-
tic autonomy.

The opposition to
Hindi imposition in Ta-
mil Nadu is not merely
a language issue but a
broader struggle for re-
gional identity, cultural
preservation, and po-
litical ~ self-determina-
tion. Tamil Nadu sees
Tamil as more than just
a mode of communi-
cation—it is a symbol
of its ancient herit-
age, pride, and distinct
identity. The resi
ance is also shaped
historical struggles, as
past attempts to im-
pose Hindi resulted in
violent agitations and
sacrifices by Tamil ac-
tivists. Moreover, the
state believes that its
Two-Language Formu-
la, which prioritizes Ta-
mil and English, equips
its people with the lin-
guistic tools needed for
global  apportunities
without the necessity of
Hindi.

In essence, Tamil
Nadu's continued re-
sistance to Hindi im-
position reflects  its
deep-rooted  commit-
ment to preserving its
cultural and l.mgmsnc
identity. The state's
firm stance is not s
ply about rejecting Hin-
di but about asserting
its autonomy within
the larger framework of
Indian federalism. The
influence of the Dravid-
ian movement, histori-
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A DREAM DIFFERING TRUTH VS.
AREALISATION BEYOND RELAPSE

This creation is
but a dream, de-
clares  sanatana
dharma. In the
Bhagavad  Gita,
Lord Krishna ex-
plains that the
cycle of creation
and  dissolution
corresponds  to
Lord  Brahma's
day and night.
Brahma's  sleep
during his night is
the dissolution of
the world, and his waking
up during his day is a new
creation. In this sense,
creation is what Brahma
sees as happening, like
scenes that are playing
on a screen. The moment
he shuts his eyes to sleep,
the entire creation disap-
pears.

Unlike the earthly sense
of time and space, Lord
Brahma's dimension of
time and space is much
bigger and longer. Every
day and night of Brahma
consists of 1,000 maha
yugas each. One maha
yuga as per the carthly
plane can be calculated as
43,20,000 years consist-
ing of 365 days each.

Thus, the birth and death
of this creation happen
on its own as per the nat-
ural cycle, and none of us
have any control over this
phenomenon.

However, by looking at
this wider picture of cre-
ation and dissolution, we
may infer that the carth-
ly occurrences that we
are tied to are relatively
insignificant. Another in-
ference is that this whole
creation is an illusion.
The world as we see it
is but Brahma's dream.
When he wakes up, we
are born in his dream.
Thus, our earthly exist-
ence is itself a dream. All

Sadguru Srl
Madhusudan Sal

our experiences
— both good and
, bad, are but a
dream.

We seem to suf-
fer in this world
because we do
not realise that
our life itself is
a dream. All our
fears and anxie-
ties, or achieve-
ments and aceo-
lades, are but an
illusion. Itis only through
this realisation that we
can wake up from the
dream that we are living.
The dream may contin-
ue, but we would not be
entangled by the dream,
ance we know this truth.

There is a way to find
our anchor in eternality
amidst all the ephemeral-
ity, by seeking That alone
which is  permanent.
There is an unmanifested,
imperishable, ~supreme
abode which cannot be
seen, touched, tasted or
smelt. It is the Highest,
and once we attain That,
we would never be entan-
gled by this world of maya
(illusion). That Highest
Truth, which is the only
Truth, is called Divinity
or Consciousness or God.

As humans, it is our sin-
gular privilege to know
and experience this Di-
vinity as our Truth. Once
we attain That, there is no
relapsing to being a mere
human. It is like mercu-
ry, which once converted
to gold, cannot become
mercury again. It is like
coal, which once convert-
ed to diamond, cannot
become coal again. We
may be born a man, but
we can choose to live as
God and die with that re-
alisation so that we never
have to be entangled ever
again. Go for it!
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Will push for comprehensive trade partnership
with India New Zealand PM ahead of visit

New Delhi

head of his trip to

Indin, New

Zealand  Prime

Minister Christo-
pher Luxon has said that he
will push for a comprehen-
sive economic partnership
with New Delhi and will ex-
plore to strengthen bi-
lateral security ties.

Luxon is visiting India
from March 16 to 20 inwhat
will be his first trip to the
country as the prime minis-
ter.

He will be accompanied
by one of the largest dele-
gations a New Zealand
prime minister has ever
travelled with.

‘The delegation will com-
prise ministers, senior busi-
ness leaders, a community
delegation of prominent
Kiwi Indians and several
parliamentarians.

"We're going todo every-
thing we can to push trade
really, really hard." Luxon
told New Zealand media on
Sunday.

"What I'm looking for is

just a much more compre-
hensive economic partner-
ship and how we'd move
that forward," he said,
adding, "1 am determined
that we are going to change
the trading relationships
with India big time."”

In New Delhi, Luxon will
hold wide-ranging talks with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to explore areas of co-

Shia cleric Kalbe Jawad slams
parliamentary panel's process
on Wagf bill calls for protests

Shia cleric Maulana Syed
Kalbe Jawad on Monday
alleged that the process
followed by Parliament's
Jjoint committee to gather
suggestions on the Waqf
bill w faree” and said
protests against the pro-
posed legislation would
be organised to highlight
the adverse effects it
would have on Muslims'
rights.

He also emphasised the
importance of Wagfs and
their special significance
in the religious tenets of
Islam, as well as the need
to protect all existing
Waqfs from the "deceitful
and mala fide intentions™
behind the Bill and the
Parliament’s joint com-
mittee that scrutinised it.

Jawad was addressing a
press conference along-
side Qanati Masjid (Jor
Bagh) Shahi Imam
Maulana Syved Mohd
Qasim Zaidi and Anju-
man E Haideri general
secretary Syed Bahadur
Abbas Nagvi.

Jawad claimed thatac-
cording to the Wagf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
any government property
identified as Wagqf prop-
erty before or after the
amendment would not be
considered Wagf proper-
ty.

"Any dispute regarding
this will be decided by
the collector and, until
the collector resolves the
dispute, the property will
not be considered Waqf
property. Although, it has
been seen that the Wagfs
of Hussainabad Trustare
managed by the district
magistrate in Lucknow
who himself is involved in
usurping Waqf proper-
ties," he alleged.

Jawad said a nation-
wide campaign would be
launched and protests
agdinst the Bill organised.

These protests will fo-
cus on discussing the im-
plications of the Bill in de~
tail, with the goal of edu-
cating the people, he said.

“The aim will be to raise
awareness about how the
Bill may affect the rights
and lives of the Muslim

Jawad claimed
that according to
the Waqf
(Amendment)
Bill, 2024, any
government
property identi-
fied as Waqf
property before
or after the
amendment
would not be
considered Waqf
property.

community. It will also
seek to involve communi-
ties from all regions, en-
suring that evervone has

operation, deepen political

and security ties and
strengthen the economic re-
lationship.

"India is an important
power in the Indo-Pacific
and Twill discuss with Prime
Minister Modi what more
we can do together to main-
tain peace and prosperity in
our region." the New
Zealand PM said.

Laxon said travelling with
a senior business delega-
tion will help increase trade
and business opportunities
and promote New Zealand
as an investment destina-
tion.

"The large and growing
Indian diaspora make sig-
nificant contributions to
New Zealand. I am pleased
to be travelling with a first-

of-its-kind del-

hip with

egation, to highlight the im-
portance of the people to
people links we share, and to
profile the best and bright-
est among Kiwi-Indians."
he said.

Luxon will deliver thein-
augural address at the Raisi-
na Dialogue in New Delhion
March 17.

"New Zealand's relation-
shipwith India is more im-
portant than ever at this
time of geopolitical uncer-
tainty. | am confident my
visit will achieve a step
change in our engagement,
as we continue to strength-
en our mutual security and
prosperity,” Luxon said.

The New Zealand PM said
strengthening ties with India
is a key pronty for him.
"Sinee coming into office, T
have signalled that strength-
ening our relationship with
Indiais a key priority for my
government.”

"We've already made in-
credible progress over the
last year as we invest in
building a broad-based. sus-

tainable T
TIndia, the world's fastest-
growing major economy,
and the place from which s
per cent of New Zealand's
population claim their her-
itage," he said.

The New Zealand PM
hoped his visit will further
strengthen the close links
between the two countries.

Luxon will also visit Mum-
bat from March 100 20 be-
fore returning to Wellington.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on Monday
said Prime Minister Modi
will host alunch in honour of
the visiting dignitary. Luxon
will also call on President
Droupadi Murmu.

Luxon's visit underscores
the longstanding and en-
during ties between India
and New Zealand. the MEA

"It reaffirms the contin-
ued commitment of both
countries to further strength-
enthe bilateral relationship
across all sectors and deep-

Opposition accuses govt
of Railway Board Control

Opposition members in the
Ratjya Sabha on Monday ae-
cused the government of try-
ing to take control of the
Railway Board through the
Railways (Amendment) Bill,
2024, and alleged that it was
avoiding serutiny by a par-
liamentary panel.

Railways Minister Ashwi-
‘ni Vaishnenw moved the Rail-
ways (Amendment) Bill,
2024, for consideration in
the Upper House. The bill,
whichwas passed by the Lok
Sabha in December last year,
secks to enhanee the fune-
tioning and independence
of the Railway Board.

With the inclusion of the
Railway Board under the
1489 Railway Act, the ap-
pointment, qualifications,
tenure and criteria for the
Chairman and members of
the Board will be the re-
sponsibility of the central
gnwmmanl.

“The Bill also includes pro-
visigns to appoint an inde-
pendent regulator that will
oversee matters like fare de-
ination and cnsure the

en ourclose people-to-peo-
ple tieis" it spid.

Lok Sabha clears bill on legal framework for
issuance of bills of lading for shipping goods

passed "The Bills of Lading’
bill which séeks toprovide a
legal framewark for the is-
suanee of bills of lading with
the government asserting
that it will prevent any un-
certainty amongst the in-
vestors.

Amendments moved by
some opposition members
were rejected by a voice vate.

According to legislative
think-tank PRS Legislative, a
bill of lading refers to a doc-
ument issued by a freight
carrier to a shipper. It con-
tains details such as the type,
quantity, condition and des-

(|
tination of goods being car-
ried.

Responding to a debate
on the bill, Ports and Ship-
ping Minister Sarbananda
Sonowul explained that the
bill of lading is evidence of a
contractand is a legal docu-
ment. It actually is not a
contract.

1t seeks to replace the In-
dian Billsof Lading Act, 1856.

Number of widows of
ex-servicemen stands at 7 40
766 as of Dec 31 2024: Govt

New Delhi
As of December 31, 2024,
the total number of widows
of ex-servicemen in the
country stands at 7,40,766,
the government informed
Parliament on Monday,

Minister of State for De-
femee Sanjay Seth said this in
a wriiten response to a queny
in the Rajya Sabha.

The defence ministry was
also asked whether the gov-
ernment regularly revises
the monthly assistanee pro-

The ministry was also
asked whether the govern-
ment regularly revises the

whether the govermment has
reviewed or plans to review
welfare measures for war
widows and families of
armed forces personnel.
“The monthly assistance
to widows is being provided
as afamily pension. A review
of family pension is carried
out based on the recom-

the chance to
the potential conse-
quences of the Bill and
take a stand,” Jawad said.

He emphasised that the
invitation from the joint
committee for objections
and suggestions on the
Bill was nothing but a
“sham, and the entire ex-
ereise was a mere farce”.

The 31-member panel
on the Bill, after multiple
sittings and hearings, had
suggested several amend-
ments to the proposed
legislation even as the op-
position members dis-
agreed with the report
and submitted dissent
notes.

The panel’s 655-page
report was submitted to
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla on January 3o.

The joint committee
had adopted the report
that contained changes
suggested by members
from the ruling BJP by a
5-11 majority vote. The
move prompted the op-
position to dub the exer-
cise an attempt to destroy
Wagf boards.

The Bill was referred
tothe joint committee on
August 8 following its in-
troduetion in the Lok Sab-
ha by Union Minority Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Riji-
ju

vided ' s, and if
s0, the details thereof.

"The total number of wid-
ows of ex-servicemen in the
countryis 7,40,766ason 31
December 2024, the Union
minister said.

State-wise data of wid-
ows of ESM was also shared
in his written response.

According to the data,
75,821 widows of ex-ser-
vivemen were registered in
Punjab, 72,071 in Uttar
Pradesh, 71,570 in Kerala,
and 12,558 in Bihar, among
other states and Union Ter-
ritories,

However, the rank-wise
data is not maintained, I
sl

of the Pay Com-
missions and aeceptance of
the same by the govem-
ment. A Deamness Relief,
which is assessed periodi-
cally, may result in an in-
crease in the amount dis-
bursed,” Seth said.

"The government reviews
the welfare measu
war widows and families of
armed forces personnel from
time to time," he added.

The ministry was also
asked whether other em-
ployment has been provided
on compassionate grounds
to war widows based on
their educational qualifica-
tions, and if so, the details
thereof.

The minister said the
measure has been prepared
using modemn day drafting
procedures and is aimed at
facilitating stakeholders.

Eatlier, participating in
the debate, Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) MP Pratima
Mondal said the bill has nat
proposed any regulation of
freight charges which will
impact small businesses.

", .the bill does not set any
regulations or price cap
i fect

small enterprises, the bill
appears to protect large ship-
ping corporations allowing
them to charge any price
they want without govt reg-
ulation pushing small busi-
nesses out of maritime
trade,” she added,

BIP member Nishikant
Dubey said the bill will help
in knowingahout the details
of the parties who are send-
ing the cargo.

Against the backdrop of
the debate on languages,
Db id ¢ v fune-

terprises as they will struggle

to afford shipping cost,” the

Jayanagar MP said.
“Instead of supporting

tions based on the Constitu-
tion and alleged that the
DMK is looking to finish off
the Constitution.

competitiveness of the Rail-
ways.

"You have just gone for
‘governmentalisation’ of the
Railway Board,” Cangress
member Vivek K Tankha
said while initiating discus-
sion on the bill

Alleging that under the
proposed legislation there is
noliberty and sovereignty of
the Railway Board, he said,
"The very freedom of the
Railway Board islost and the
functional autonomy of the
Railway Board iy lost. It is
nowhereto be seen”.

Demanding that the Rail-
way Board must be given
sutonomy. Tankhi said, "I
you are thinking about the
modermnisation of the Rail-
ways, then India cannot have
amaodern tailway system if
the Railway Board is not au-
tonomous. If you are not
empowering your institu-
tions, if you are not allowing
freedom of decision making

to your institutions, India is
not going to become a de-
veloped country”.

He also demanded ac-
countability from the minis-
ter for accidents and stam-
pedes at rathway stitions, in-
cluding the recent one in the
national capital.

Expreséing similar senti-
ments, Sushmita Dev (TMC)
said the proposed legisla-
tion is repealing the 1890 and
1905 Acts and "the provi-
sions of 1905 Act have been
inserted into the 1989 Ruil-
way Act", which is a "z00
section Act and coversalmost
everysubject and every i
in the Railways Ministry™.

"Wasitnot the apt time for

the Railway Minister to re-
view thatentine Act of (19)89,
make amendmentstoit and
then send that bill to anap-
propriate committee for
serutiny? Why is it that the
government shy away froma
standing committee, from a
select committee?" Dev
asked.
She further said, "There
could only be one reason
that these committees will
actually compel the minister
for a reality check, a reality
that he is not comfortable
with".

The TMC member said
that in newspapers and TV
chinnels, the word 'milway’
is next to words like death,
delay, congestion, stampede,
extortion and aceidents.

“...when the word railway
becomes synonymous with
these disastrous words 1
think this was the moment o
serutinise the Railway Min-
ister,” she said.

Sukarya NGO's Spectacular Women's Day Event

Gurgaon
On International
Women's Day, Sukarya
NGO organized a grand
fundraiser, bringing to-
gether volunteers, chil-
dren, and special guests to
honour and celebrate
womanhood. The event
was a vibrant blend of
fashion, cultural per-
formances, and inspiring
moments. A key highlight
was a series of ramp walks
show ng diverse
styles—from traditional
and western to Indo-west-
ern outfits. More than just
a fashion display, these

powerment.
from the NGO participat-
ed with grace and enthu-
siasin, embodying self-ex-
pression and
resilience. Energetic dance
performances added to
the grandeur, with vibrant
choreography reflecting
the strength and elegance
that women balance in
their daily lives. A deeply
moving moment unfolded
when Sukarya's esteemed
Chairperson, Ms. Meera

— )
A deeply moving mo-
ment unfolded when
Sukarya’s esteemed
Chairperson, Ms.
Meera Satpathy, took
the stage. Her heart-
felt speechr

onated with the audience,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of uplifting women
and educating children.
Her words created a pow-
erful atmosphere, rein-
forcing the event's mes-

with the audience,
emphasizing the im-
portance of uplifting
women and educating
children.

Satpathy, took the stage.
Her heartfelt speech res-

sage of empowerment and
solidarity.Sukarya's
Women's Day event was
more than a celebration—
it was a tribute to the
strength, grace, and re-
silience of women. From
inspiring ramp walks and
dvnamic performances to

heartfelt speeches and
meaningful conversations,
the event beautifully hon-
oured the essence of wom-
anhood. The event was
managed by Mrs, Naina
Pankaj Kapoor, 4 woman
entrepreneur and founder
of Dreamsackk by na
Kapoor, an event manage-
ment company. Her lead-
ership aligned perfectly
with the NGO's mission,
marking a strong commit-
ment Lo wonien’s empow-
erment and leadership.

India should protect its national interest while negotiating with US RSS-affiliate SJM

New Delhi

Tndia should give priority to
bilateral trade agreements
over multilateral deals and
protect its national inter-
est, especially that of farm-
ers and small entrepreneurs,
while negotiating with the
amid President Donald
Trump's "frontal attack” on
the global free trade sys-
tem, the R8S-affiliate STM
saiclon Monday,

The Swadeshi Jagran
Manch's (SJM) national
council passed a resolution
in this regard at its meeting
in Raipur, Chhattisgarh, it

said ina statement.
The two-day meeting,
which deliberated on a host

of issues, inchiding strength-
ening India's econumy amid
a changing geopolitical sce-

nario and the Trump ad-
ministration's policy of re«
ciprocal tariffs, concluded
on Monday.

"After taking over as US
president, Donald Trump
has launched a frontal at-
tackon the global free trade
system by ing his

dressed, it said.

"The national council of
Swadeshi Jagran Manch
strongly suggests that
Bharat should enhance its
foreign trade with bilateral
trade agreements rather
than multilateral trade

" the uti

intent to impose higher tar-
iffs (on reciprocal basis) on
imports from many coun-
tries around theworld,” the
resolution said.

The move is intended to
bring back manufacturing to
the US so that the issue of
unemployment is ad-

said.

"However, while enter-
ing into bilateral trade
agreements with the US and
other countries, national in-
terests should be protected,
especially (the interests of)
our farmers and small en-
trepreneurs,” itadded.

The resolution underlined
that the Union government
has been protecting the in-
terests of farmers and their
livelihood while negotiat-
ing trade agreements.

“This policy needs to con-
tinue, ™ it said.

The 8.IM's résolution ap-
preciated the government's
efforts to enhance foreign
trade in Indian Rupee and
said the efforts should also
be taken to ensure that for-
eign currency and payment
systems like SWIFT are not
allowed tobe used
sure tacties”,

" pres-




Assam budget
‘cash-for-vote’
document has
no vision claim
oppn parties

Opposition parties criti-
cised the Assam budget
for the 2025-26 fiscal,
alleging that it is a “cash-
for-vote” document and
has “no vision” for the
future.

They also claimed that
it is “not an inclusive
budget” with many ar-
eas, receiving minimal

coverage by schemes,
and will  “empower
none”.

Finance Minister

Ajanta Neog present-
ed in the assembly a Rs
2,63 lakh crore budget
for the =2025-26 fis-
cal with a deficit of Rs
620.27 crore.

Leader of opposition
and Congress MLA De-
babrata Saikia claimed
that the schemes in-
cluded in the budget are
designed with an eye
on next year's assembly
elections.

“Many schemes will
be rolled out in Octo-
ber whereas the budget
comes into force from
April. These schemes
are directly targeted at
the election to woo vot-
ers. It is a cash-for-vote
budget,” he said.

Saikia also raised con-
cern at the increasing
debt of the government

and claimed that the
budget has “not ad-
dressed core issues like
price rise, unemploy-
ment, etc”.

AIUDF legislator
Rafiqul Islam alleged

that the budget was only
meant for beneficiaries
comprising certain seg-
ments like women and
youth.

“There are discrimi-
nations among benefi-
ciaries. Some districts
are getting repeated
mention in the budget,
while many like Dhu-
bri, Goalpara, Barpeta,
Baksa, Chirang, Nagaon,
Hailakandi, have limited
mention,” he claimed.

Islam also questioned
the rationale behind
launching some of the
announced  schemes
from October and said,
“These will be rolled out
at the eleventh hour be-
fore the election to woo
voters.”

Independent MLA
Akhil Gogoi criticised
the budget for being
dependent on external
sources of revenue,

He pointed out that
only about 30 per cent
of the budget estimate
will be covered by the
state’s own sources, with
the rest coming from the
Centre and loans.

“It is a budget which
only creates beneficiar-
ies but empowers none.
It is a document with
no vision for the future,”
Gogoi added.
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UP govt introduces comprehensive new
policy to ensure rural sanitation in state

Lucknow:

he Uttar Pradesh
government on
Monday said it has

introduced a compre-
hensive new policy to
enhance rural sanitation
across the state signifi-
cantly.

The policy seeks to
ensure the effective op-
eration and long-term
maintenance of sanita-
tion infrastructure in
gram panchayats, align-
ing with the Swachh
Bharat Mission’s (Rural)
goals, it said in a state-
ment.

“Key focus areas include
solid and liquid waste
management, plastic
waste  disposal, faecal
sludge management, and
construction of biogas
units under Gobardhan
Yojana,” the government

sal

“Additionally, efforts
are being intensified to
strcamline  construction
and upkeep of individual
and community toilets,”
itadded.

The government said
it has made substantial
progress towards declar-
ing all villages in the state
as Open Defecation Free
(ODF) Plus as a result of
effective waste manage-
ment initiatives funded
by the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Rural), the 15th

Central Finance Commis-
sion, the State Finance
Commission, and MGN-
REGA.

“A remarkable 85,827
out of the total 96,174
villages have been recog-
nized as model ODF Plus
villages,” it noted.

“To further solidify
these achievements, a
drafting committee led by
the Director of Panchaya-
ti Raj has developed a
detailed policy draft in
collaboration with de-
velopment partners and
relevant departments,” it

said.

The new policy aims
to enhance waste man-
agement systems at the

gram panchayat level,
ensuring that sanitation
progress becomes sus-
tainable and irreversible,
the government said.

The most significant
advantage of this policy is
that it will empower gram
panchayats to become
self-reliant in managing
sanitation, it added.

Detailed  guidelines
will be provided to
panchayats for main-
taining sanitation infra-
structure, ensuring that
toilets, waste manage-
ment centers, and drain-
age systems remain fully
functional, according to
the statement.

Furthermore,

install-

Public representatives must
rise above self-interest: UP CM

Lucknow: _
Uttar  Pradesh  Chief
Minister ~ Yogi  Adit-

yanath on Monday em-
phasised that a public
representative must be
committed to serving
the people selflessly, ris-
ing above personal in-
terests.

Highlighting the
government’s  welfare
initiatives, the chief

minister said, “At pres-
ent, our government is
providing free ration to
15 crore people across
Uttar Pradesh. Over
1.04 crore poor individ-
uals, including destitute
women, elderly citizens,
and differently abled
persons, are receiving
an annual pension of Rs
12,000. Additionally, Rs
2.5 crore farmers in the
state are benefiting from
the PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi scheme.”

He further said that
56 lakh poor families
have been provided
homes, and in the latest
budget, the government
has pledged to eradi-
cate poverty complete-
ly within the next two
years by ensuring hous-
ing, th cards, pen-
sions, and employment
for every underprivi-
leged citizen.

Speaking at the Solar
Dialogue and Develop-
ment Exhibition in the
Sarojini Nagar Assembly
constituency, he laud-
ed BJP leader and local
MLA Rajeshwar Singh
for his dedication, say:
ing, “It is truly the beau-
ty of democracy when an
elected  representative
works at the grassroots
level with such sincerity
and commitment. This
is what str h de-

ency along with Uttar
Pradesh’s first forensic
institute, which will play
a crucial role in criminal
investigations.”

The chief minister em-
phasised the importance
of selfless public service,
saying, “A dedicated
representative with sen-
sitivity can achieve a lot.
However, to bring a real
change, one must rise
above pcrsonal g'uns
and d

mocracy.”

Speaking  about  de-
velopment in  Saro-
jini Nagar, Adityanath
said, “Projects worth Rs
32,000 crore have been
approved here, benefit-
ing thousands of people.
A Rs 1,200 crore conven-
tion centre is also being
built, capable of accom-
modating 10,000 people
at a time. The defence
corridor is also com-
ing up in this constitu-

to public welfare.”

Referring to MLA Ra-
jeshwar Singh’s journey
from an Enforcement
Directorate officer to a
public servant, he said,
“Often, burcaucrats lose
direct connection with
the people, but Rajes-
hwar Singh has main-
tained an active dialogue
with citizens, ensuring
the successful imple-
mentation of govern-
ment schemes.”

o

ing biogas units undcr
the Gobardhan Yojana
wdl promote. clean en-

———
The new policy aims
to enhance waste
management  sys-
tems at the gram
panchayat level, en-
suring that sanitation
progress  becomes
sustainable and irre-
versible

communities, it added.

“A robust plan for man-
aging solid and liquid
waste will help provide
clean drinking water and
a healthier environment,
reducing the prevalence
of diseases,” it said.

The Yogi Adityanath
government aims 1o
achieve complete san-
itation in all gram

in Tu-

xal anezu advancmg the

government’s vision of
ble devel

P by 2025,
promising to ~ improve
health, preserve the en-

by converting waste into
valuable resources, it said.

The government said
unlike ~ previous  ap-
proaches that treated
cleanliness as a one-time
campaign, this policy
aims to integrate sani-
tation into the routine
governance of Gram
Panchayats.

This transformation is
expected to uplift the liv-
ing standards of children,
women, and entire village

and boost the
rural economy, the state-
ment read.

The successful imple-
mentation of this policy
will involve collaboration
with various dcvcloamc{xt

Rang Bhari Ekadashi’
procession held in Sambhal
under tight security

Sambhal (UP):

A ‘Rang Bhari Eka-
dashi’ procession
ahead of Holi was
taken out in Samb-
hal on Monday amid
tight police security,
officials said, adding
that peace prevailed
across the city.

The Shri Shyam
Seva Samiti organised
the procession, which
passed through Arya
Samaj Road. It fea-
tured over a dozen dec-
orative tableaux, while
devotees celebrated by
throwing gulal (color-
ed powder). Given
past tensions, heavy
police deployment was
cnsured, with officials
closely monitoring the
event.

Sambhal’s Addition-
al Superintendent of
Police (ASP) Shreesh
Chandra said, “The
Ekadashi procession
is being carried out
as per tradition, and
peace is being main-
tained across the city.
Adequate police force
has been deployed,

and all icious ac-

gy partners, and social
groups. This partner-
ship-driven  approach
will enhance cleanliness
and promote innovation
and sustainable devel-
opment in rural Uttar
Pradesh, it added.

tivities are being mon-
itored through CCTV
surveillance.”
Security  measures
were heightened fol-
lowing the November
24 violence last year,
when  four people

were killed and sever-
al others injured dur-
ing a court-ordered
survey of the Sha-
hi Jama Masjid. The
survey was conducted
after claims that the
mosque was alleged-
ly built over the ruins
of a demolished Hin-
du temple during the
Mughal era.

Shobhit Shastri, who

participated  in
procession, said, “The
grand Shyam Baba pro-
cession on Rang Bhari
Ekadashi is spreading
joy and positivity with
gulal and colours. The
entire town is filled
with enthusiasm for
Lord Shyam's jour-
ney.”
A resident Ajay
Agarwal noted that
the Shri Shyam Scva
Samiti has been or-
ganising the Rang
Bhari Ekadashi pro-
cession for over 50
years.

“A special tableau of
Baba Shyam was also
part of the proces:wn
today,” he said

He added, “It is be-
lieved that those who
participate in this pro-
cession receive special
blessings from Baba
Shyam. On Monday,
the Baba Shyam pal-
anquin will tour the
entire city.”

Dr. Bandana Jaggi Honored with International
Women Achievers Award in Vietnam

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:

Renowned  gynecologist

Dr. Bandana Jaggi has
been honored with the
prestigious  Internation-
al Women Achievers
Award in Vietnam on the
occasion of Internation-
al Women's Day. The
award recognizes her ex-
ceptional contributions
to the healthcare scctor
and her leadership in
establishing Aastha Mul-
tispecialty Hospital as
the most trusted medical
institution in the region.
Dr. Bandana Jaggi,
the Director of Aastha
Multispeci: Hospital
in Mandl, has played
a pivotal role in trans-
forming the hospital
into a benchmark of ex-
cellence in patient care.
Under bher guidance,
the hospital has gained
immense trust among
the residents of Him-
achal Pradesh, offering

top-quality medical
services with a com-
passionate  approach.

Her dedication and un-
wavering commitment
to women’s healthcare
have set a new standard
in gynecological prac-
tice.

Beyond her adminis-
trative role, Dr. Jaggi

U’khand CM holds review meeting
ahead of Char Dham Yatra from April 30

Dehradun:
Expeeting an influx in
the number of Char
Dham Yatra devotees
this year, Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami on Mon-
day directed officials
to complete all the ar-
rangements in advance.

Ahead of the Char
Dham Yatra which is
scheduled to begin from
April 30, Dhami held
a meeting to review
preparations for the an-
nual pilgrimage.

Deseribing the Char
Dham Yatra as the “life-
line of the state” and “a
major medium of econ-
omy”, the CM said that
keeping in mind the
challenges faced last
year, work should be
done at every level to en-
sure a smooth and safe
pilgrimage this year.

Last year, about 50
lakh devotees reached

the Char Dham -- Gan-
gotri, Yamunotri, Ke-
darnath and Badrinath
-- located in the Upper
Garhwal Himalayan re-
ion.

Ahead of the yatra,
more than three lakh
devotees had already
reached  Uttarakhand
due to which there were
several kilometer long

queues of vehicles on
the roads.

CM Dhami said the
registration system
for devotees should be
further  strengthened
during the yatra, traf-
fic management should
be done in a better way,
proper parking arrange-
ments should be made
on the routes and it

should be ensured that
the devotees do not face
unnecessary trouble.

The Char Dham Yatra
is starting on 30 April
on the occasion of Ak-
shaya Tritiya when the
doors of Gangotri and
Yamunotri Dhams will
be opened.

The portals of Ke-
darnath Dham will be

opened on 2 May and
Badrinath Dham on 4
May.

Dhami also directed
officials to ensure timely
completion of the ongo-
ing road construction
work on the yatra routes.

The chief minister
also asked the officials
to keep an eye on the
sale of helicopter ser-
vice tickets on the black
market

He said that proper
arrangements for health
sereening tests should
also be made, adequate
toilet facilities on the
yatra routes and clean-
liness should be done,
spreading the message
of “Green Char Dham
Yatra”

Devotees should also
be encouraged mnot to
use single-use plastic
and keep mobile con-
nectivity on the yatra
routes.

-

is widely admired for
her empathetic and pa-
tient-friendly approach.
Many women often feel
hesitant and  anxious
when visiting a gynecol-
ogist, but Dr. Jaggi has
suceessfully bridged this
gap with her warm and
reassuring  demeanor.
She ensures that every
patient feels comforta-
ble, heard, and valued,
creating  an  environ-
ment where women can

seek medical assistance
without fear or discom-
fort. Her approach has
encouraged numerous
women to prioritize
their health and seck
timely medical inter-
vention.

Dr. Jaggi’s recogni-
tion with the Interna-
tional Women Achicvers
Award is a moment of
immense pride for Man-
di and the entire state of
Himachal Pradesh. She

is the only gynecologist
from the state to have
received such a distin-
guished international
honor in Vietnam. This
accolade not only high-
lights her individual ex-
cellence but also places
Himachal Pradesh on
the global map for qual-
ity healtheare services.
Her achievement serves
as an inspiration for
medical professionals
across the country, rein-
forcing the importance
of compassionate care
and dedicated service
in the field of medicine.

The prestigious award
is a testament to Dr.
Bandana Jaggi's hard
work, vision, and re-
lentless pursuit of med-
ical excellence. It cel-
ebrates her dedication
to improving women’s
healthcare and acknowl-
edges her significant
role in shaping the fu-
ture of medical services
in the region. With this
international  recogni-
tion, Dr. Jaggi contin-
ues to set an example
for aspiring healthcare
professionals and  re-
mains a beacon of hope
for countless patients
secking compassionate
and high-quality medi-
cal care.

Himachal BJP accuses Congress govt
of colluding with private schools

Una:

The BJP on Monday
slammed the Himachal
Pradesh  government
for allegedly shutting
down public schools
and said it seemed the
Congress dispensation
was colluding with pri-
vately-run institutions.
BJP state unit chief
Rajeev Bindal told re-
porters in Una that the
Congress used to claim
it would provide five
lakh permanent gov-
ernment jobs. “Where
did these jobs go?
There are unemployed
people on the roads.”
He claimed senior
Congress leaders had
opposed construction
of institutes such as
AIIMS

“Maybe the AIIMS
is useless for them
(Congress leaders) but
it is a big gift from
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Un-
ion Health Minister JP
Nadda for the publie,”

Bindal said.

He also accused the
Congress government
of harming the state’s
people by rejecting
the Centre’s help.

Congress leaders in
Himachal Pradesh do
not sce that the cen-
tral government has
sent funds for medical
colleges and other in-
stitutes, such as a can-
cer hospital, Bindal
claimed.

“I would like to say

that  whenever JP
Nadda came to Hi-
machal Pradesh, he
always brought sup-
port from the Cen-
tre. However, Chief
Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, his dep-
uty Mukesh Agniho-
tri, Cabinet ministers
and other Congress
leaders have never
t};lanked him,” he add-
ed.
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Syria announces
end of military
operation
against
Assad-linked
gunmen

____Damascus:
Syria's interim  gov-
ernment on Monday
announced the end of
a days-long military
operation against in-
surgents loyal to ousted
president Bashar Assad
and his family in the
worst fighting since the
end of the 13-year civil
war in December.

The Defence Min-
istry's announcement
comes after a surprise
attack by gunmen from
the Alawite community
on a police patrol near
the port city of Latta-
kia Thursday spiralled
into widespread clash-
es across Syria's coastal
region, during which
monitoring groups said
hundreds of civilians
were killed.

Syria's new inter-
im Islamist rulers are
struggling to exert their
authority across the
country and reach po-
litical settlements with
other mjnont{; com-
munities, notably the
Kurds of the northeast
and the Druze in south-
ern Syria.

“To the remaining
remnants of the de-
feated regime and its
fleeing officers, our
message is clear and

explicit,” said Defence
Ministry spokesper-
son Col. Hassan Ab-
del-Ghani.

“If you return, we will
also return, and you
will find before you
men who do not know
how to retreat and who
will not have mercy on
those whose hands are
stained with the blood
of the innocent.”
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EAM 8. Jaishankar wraps UK visit after
'injecting fresh momentum' into partnership

London:

xternal Affairs
Minister S. Jais-

hankar concluded
his UK visit after reaf-
firming the strong ties
between India and the
United Kingdom and
injecting a fresh mo-
mentum into the com-
prehensive strategic
partnership, a Ministry
of External Affairs state-
ment said on Monday.

Jaishankar conclud-
ed the visit with a tour
of the Tottenham Hot-
spur Stadium hosted by
his counterpart Foreign
Secretary David Lammy.

“Agood match in great
company,” the external
affairs minister said in
a social media post on
Sunday, the final day
of his nearly week-long
tour of the UK and Ire-
land.

He joined Lammy
for a Tottenham versus
Bournemouth  football
match at the stadium,
which falls within the

former’s  constituency
of Tottenham in north
London.

The statement, which

recapped  Jaishankar's
man) hlgh !evel meet-

* new Consulate (:ener‘
al of Indla in Belfast

ings, incl
hensive" talks with Lam-

and M and
engagemenls with key

my at Cl g House,
discussions with British
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer, Deputy Prime
Minister Angela Rayner,
Business and Trade Sec-
Jonathan Reyn-
and Ilome Secre-

tary Yvette Cooper.
The UK visit includ-
ed the opening of the

- —
the MEA said.

“It reinforced both
nations'  commitment
to  strengthening  po-

lders across gov- litical, economic, and
ernment, | ple-to-peopl collab-
ademia, and the Indlan oratlon in 'm evolving
diaspora. global landscape,” the
“The visit reaffirmed MEA said.
the strong ties between With  specific  ref-

India and the United
Kingdom, injecting fresh
momentum into the In-
dia-UK Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership,”

erence to the EAM's
talks with Starmer at
10 Downing Street last
week, the ministry said
that both leaders noted

Russia expels 2 British
diplomats from embassy in
Moscow over espionage claims

Jaishankar concluded
the visit with a tour
of the Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium
hosted by his coun-
terpart Foreign Sec-

retary David Lammy. I

the “positive momen-
tum” in bilateral rela-
tions, particularly with
the resumption of Free
Trade Agreement (FTA)
negotiations.

“They also recognised
the strengthening of
technology coopera-
tion, d of peo-

Moscow:
Russia said on Monday it
was expelling two British
diplomats based at the
v in Moscow over

spying allegations.
Russia’s Federal Secu-
rity Service, or FSB, said
in a statement quoted by
the state news agency RIA
Novosti that the two dip-
lomats had provided false
personal data while seek-
ing permission to enter the
country and had engaged
in alleged intelligence and
subversive activities that
threatened Russia's secu-
rity. It didn't offer any evi-
dence.
According to the RIA

ple-to-people ties, and
discussed key global
issues, including
Ukraine conflict,”
MEA said.

During his talks with
Lammy, Jaishankar
is said to have cov-
ered the full spectrum
of India-UK relations,
including strategic co-
ordination, political
cooperation, trade ne-

the

gotiations,  education,
technology,  mobility,
and  people-to-people

exchanges.

Novosti report, a deci-
sion has been made to
revoke the diplomats'

diate response from the
UK authorities.

The FSB last year
accused seven British
diplomats of spying.
Six expulsions were an-
nounced in September,
and one more in No-
vember. The UK called
the moves at the time
“baseless.”

The expulsions came
amid soaring tensions
over the war in Ukraine
and after London decid-
ed to revoke the creden-
tials of an attache at the
Russian Embassy and
limit Moscow's diplo-
matic activities in Brit-
ain.

Last month, London
expelled a Russian dip-
lomat in response to the
N, 1 1o

and they

have been ordered to
leave Russia within two
weeks. The Russian For-
elgn Ministry said in a
that

In May 2024, the UK
expelled Russia's de-
fence attache in Lon-
don allegmg he was an

lared intelligence

it summoned a British
embassy official.
"Moscow will not tol-
erate the activities of
undeclared British intel-
ligence officers on Rus-
sian territory," it said.
There was no imme-

officer, and it closed sev-
eral Russian diplomat-
ic properties in Britain
that it said were being
used for spying. Days
later Russia reciprocat-
ed and expelled Britain's
defense attache.

Court-martial convenes for Pentagon leaker already facing years behind bars

Bedford

A military court-martial
convened on Monday
for Massachusetts Air
National Guard mem-
ber Jack Teixeira, who
was sentenced in fed-
eral court to 15 years in
prison for leaking highly
classified military doc-
uments after the most
consequential national
security breach in years.

Teixeira pleaded guilty
last year to six counts
of willful retention and
transmission of nation-
al defense information
under the Espionage

[
Act. He faces additional
military charges of dis-
obeying orders and ob-

structing justice in the
court-martial, held at
Hanscom Air Force Base

in M: husett

to Ukrainian

Military  prosecutors
said the court-martial is
appropriate given that
obeying orders is the

“absolute core” of the

military. Teixeira's law-
vers argued that further
action would amount to
prosecuting him twice
for the same offense.

The leaks exposed to
the world unvarnished
secret assessments of
Russia's war in Ukraine,
induding  information
about troop movements
in Ukraine, and the pro-
vision of supplies and

troops. Teixeira also ad-
mitted posting informa-
tion about a US adver-
sary's plans to harm US
forces serving overseas.
Before he was sen-
tenced in November in
US District Court in Bos-
ton, Teixeira showed lit-
tle emotion as he stood
in court and apologised
for his actions. The
22-year-old  previous-
ly admitted he illegally
collected some of the
nation's most sensitive
secrets and shared them
with other users on the

social media platform
Discord.

“I wanted to say I'm
sorry for all the harm
that 1 brought and
caused,” Teixeira said.
“I understand all the
responsibility and con-
sequences fall upon my
shoulders alone and ac-
cept whatever that will

ring.

Afterward,  Teixeira
hugged one of his at-
torneys, looked toward
his family and smiled
before being led from
court. Ilis family left
without commenting to

reporters, but his moth-
er and others submitted
letters to the court seek-
ing leniency.

"I know Jack deeply re-
grets his actions and is
ready to accept his pun-
ishment for his part in
this situation,” his moth-
er, Dawn Dufault, wrote.
“While T understand the
severity of his charges
and the importance of
ensuring justice, I im-
plore you, Your Honor,
to consider Jack's true
nature and his unique
challenges, as I have ob-
served over the years.”

TaskUs Celebrates Women's Day
with Commitment to Equity

Mohali:
TaskUs, Inc, a leading
provider of outsourced
digital ~ services and
next-generation custom-
er experience solutions,
marked  Internation-
al Women's Day with
a strong reaffirmation
of its commitment to
diversity, equity, and
inclusion. The compa-
ny, known for fostering
an_inclusive workplace
culture, celebrated the
achievements and con-
tributions of women
while emphasizing its
ongoing initiatives to
create opportunities for
them to grow and thrive.

Ms. Sapna Bhambani,
Senior Vice President
of Operatmns - India at

TaskUs, I hted the

equal opportunities to
lead and innovate.

As part of its dedica-
tion to advancing gender
inclusivity, TaskUs has
achieved significant mile-
stones in workforce rep-
resentation, with women
comprising 49% of its
global workforce and 46%
of managerial positions.
While these numbers re-
flect the progress made
in fostering leadership
opportunities for women,
the company acknowl-
edges that there is still
much work to be done to
achieve full equality.

TaskUs has also pn-

Gadkari Urges Industry to
Stop Demanding Tax Cuts

New Delhi:
nion  minister
UNitin Gadka-
ri on Monday
asked the industry not
to perennially demand
a reduction in taxes as
the government needs
funds to implement
welfare schemes for the
poor.
Addressing an event
here, the road transport

oritized best-i
employee benefits that
extend beyond stand-
ard medical | coverage. In
India, Vi

importance of recog-
nizing the resilience and
strength of women in all
spheres of life, particular-
ly in the workplace. She
stressed that the com-
pany's commitment to
gender equality extends
far beyond a single day

ion, as TaskUs

enjoy
additional pelks such as
paid birthday leave and
bereavement  benefits.
Furthermore, the com-
any maintains inclusive
hiring practices to sup-
port women, people with
disabilities, and mem-
bers of the LGBTQIA+

continually works toward
creating an environment
where women feel valued,
empowered, and given

y, _ ensuring
a diverse and dynamic
workforce where talent
and individuality are cel-
ebrated.

and higk

said the Ioglsucs cost in
India will come down
to 9 per cent within two
years.

"Do not ask for reduc-
ing Goods and Services
Tax (GST) and taxes, it
is a continuous process
which is going on. If we
reduce the tax, you will
ask for more, because
this is human psychol-
ogy," Gadkari, who is
known for his frank
views, said.

"..we want to reduce
the taxation, but with-
out taxation also, the

government can not
run a welfare state," he
added.

The minister added
that it is the govern-
ment's vision to take

the tax from the rich
people and give bene-
fits to the poor.

"So the government
has also got its own lim-
its,"” he said.

According to the mi
ister, presently India's
logistics cost is 14-16
per cent.

"I assure you that
within two years...our

logisties cost will be 9
per cent. So we will be
more competitive in the
international market,"
he said.

In China, the logistics
cost is 8 per cent and in
the US and European
countries, it is 12 per
cent, the minister said.

Gadkari also empha-
sised that India Inc.
needs to reduce the cost
of production with-
out compromising the
quality.

The minister noted
that by increasing cap-
ital investment, India
is going to create more
jobs.

"You are not only
wealth creator but job
creator...we need to ad-
vantage of this golden
era," he said.

Further, Gadkari
stressed the need to
reduce imports and in-
crease exports to make
India a developed na-
tion.

NSEFI Green Data Centre Coalition meets to prepare road
map for Integratlng Renewable Energy with Data Centres

New Delhi:
National Solar Energy
Federation of India’s
(NSEFI) Green Data
Centre Coalition, held
its inception meeting
in the national capital
with key industry rep-
resentatives to chalk
out the future of Decar-
bonizing Data Centre
Operations in India.
The coalition, under the

aegis of NSEFI, will
be a dedicated platform
for accelerating the
greening of Data Cen-
tres and create a sus-
tainable ecosystem for

them in their journey
towards decarboniza-
tion in India.

The Coalition is Joint-
ly Chaired by Vikram
Sridharan, Director, In-
frastructure and Pub-

v, Asia Pacific
and Japan at AWS and
Sharad Agarwal, CEO,
Sify Infinit Spaces Li
ited. In its inception
meeting, the Coalition
Members discussed the

. - |
Road Map for leverag-

ing India’s abundant
RE potential to support
the growth of Data Cen-
tre Industry.

The Coalition will
soon be coming out

with specific recommen-
dations to be submitted to
key Central Government
Ministries. The Coalition,
will also be convening meet-
ings with States that have
active Data Centre promo-
tion policies.

Vikram Sridharan, Di-
rector Infrastructure and
Public Policy, Asia Pacific
and Japan at AWS says
“India’s energy demand
is growing due to our in-
creased utilization of ad-
vanced technology—from
electric  vehicles and
smart appliances, to
banking online and AL

Amazon is committed
to providing the essen-
tial services and goods
our customers demand,
while also working to
power our operations
more sustainably to
meet our Climate Pledge
commitment to become
net-zero  carbon by
2040. To support the de-
carbonization of our op-
erations and contribute
to India's energy tran-
sition, we have invested
millions of dollars into
renewable energy in the
country. The Green Data
Centre Coalition will be

an important avenue for
the data Centre industry
in India to come together
to realize a more sustain-

able digital future for In-
dia.
Sharad Agarwal,

CEO, Sify Infinit Spac-
es, “India is looking
at least a decade long
upward growth of ca-
pacity across all forms
of data Centre. A par-
allel demand would be
power that is expected
to more than double
from the current 1.3%
consumption by data
Centres

Air India
Express Fleet
Expands to
100 Planes

New Delhi:

Air India E: L\p\ess now
has 100 planes in its
fleet by inducting anoth-
er Boeing 737-8 aircraft,
which operated its first
flight on Bengaluru-Hin-
don route.

In a release on Mon-
day, the airline said it
will be operating over
500 daily flights by the
end of this month across
a fast-expanding net-
work of 54 destinations
across India, the Middle
East and Southeast Asia.

From a fleet of 26
Boeing 737 NGs and 28
A320 aircraft in January
2022, when the airline
was taken over by the
Tata Group, the carrier's
has almost doubled its
fleet to 100 aireraft, ac-
cording to the release.

The 10o0th aireraft,
featuring 'Chittara’ tail
art inspired by Karna-
taka's traditional mural
painting, was flagged off
by the airline's Manag-
ing Director Aloke Sin-
gh at Bengaluru's Kem-
pegowda International
Airport.

"In just over three
years since privatisa-
tion, we integrated and
merged the LCC (low
cost carrier) airlines,
while scaling up rapidly
with a modern ang fu-
el-efficient fleet, broad
basing our domestic
network, deepening and
expanding our Middle
East and Southeast Asia
routes.

"Today, we have a for-
midable presence in the
India market focused
towards tier 2 and tier 3
cities, the emerging hot-

¥ot§ of the economy,

aying a pivotal role in
the next stage of India's
aviation growth story,"
Singh said.

Air India Express and
AIX Connect (formerly
AirAsia India) were inte-
grated last year.
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ricket

Way we played as team was in-
“ credible”; Hardik Pandya after ICC |
Champions Trophy 2025 win

| am not retiring from ODI format, don’t
spread rumours,says Rohit Sharma

® “l am nat going to retire from this (ODI) format. Going forward please don’t spread rumours,” Rohit said at the post-match press conference

Dubai
ndia skipper Rohit Sharma has
dismissed the speculations about
his career after winning the 1CC
Champions Trophy, saying that
he is not quitting the ODI format
anytime soor.

Since  the Australian  tour,
speculations were rife about Rohit's
future in the team as well as his
position as captain but a match-
winning 76 in the final against New
Zealand on Sunday has given him a
new lease of life.

“l am not going to retire from this
(ODI) format. Going forward please
don’t spread mmours,” Rohit said at
the post-match press canference after
India beat New Zealand by four wickets
to clinch the trophy.

Hewas expectedly quizzed about his
fistre plans and he said that things will
remain as it is.

“No future plnm Jo ho raba hain,
\mh chalta jayega (Whmuu ﬁ
ing will keep i

Rohit added.

Rohit said his aggressive approach
in the Power Play segmen! was a
decision taken with a specific aim in
mind.

The Mumbai man few off the blocks
in the first 10 overs making 49 before
eventually getting out for an 83-ball 76,

“I haven't done anything different
today us I have been doing in the last
3-4 matches, T know how important it
18 to make runs in Power Play because
we have seen that after 10 overs, it
becomes very diffieult when the field
spreads and spinners come.” The
niture of the Dubai pitch too played its
part in him adopting a quick fire

Ban direct, indirect
ads related to tobacco,
alcohol: Health
Ministry to IPL

New Dalhi
The Health Ministry has instructed
the Indian Premier League (IPL) to
ban all forms of tobacco and :llcohnl
ti including su

vertisements, during the tournament,
which begins on March 22,

etter to IPL chairman Arun Dhu-
mal, Director General of Health Serv-
ices Atul Goel said that cricket play-
ers, who are role models for the
youth of India, should not be direct-
1y or indirectly connected to any
form of tobacco or alcohol advertis-
ing. “IPL should strictly implement
the regulations banning all forms of
tobacco /alcohol advertising, includ-
ing surrogate advertisements, with-
in the stadium promises where the
gamesand related IPL games/events
are held as well as during telecast ses-
sions on national television,” Goel
wrote.

“The sale of tobaceo/alcohol prod-
ucts in all affiliated events and sports
facilities should also be prohibited.

NATIONAL

approach to batting,

“It becomes tough also because the
pitch is already ¢ is very
important for you to take chances
from the top.”

“I pick the bowler and where Ican
charge him and where I can play the
shot. Ih that, you may not see that
many big runs. Today after that 10
overs, I changed my game a bit. Thad
to play for a long time,” he added.

However, Rohit admitted that
contributing to the team’s win as a
batter was a very satisfying experience.

“You get a lot of hap piness when you
win a match and you make a
eontribution in it, it feels even better.
1 made a lot of contributions in thL
2019 Woild Cup, but we did not win.

“So, there was no funin it. Even if
you make a sudden run and win the
mateli, you get more satisfaction and
happiness. So, 1 think it was very

for me to do

D

m]dl.umnblm.und keep the team ina
winning position.” he noted.

The demotion of KL Rahul to No. 6
has been discussed threadbare in
recent times, but Robit said the
malmgcme‘ut is dc]u,lned to see the

% batter mak
efforts in his new role,

“Itis very important for everyone to
contribute in theirown way. When we
discussed KL's batting position, we
discussed quite deeply about how
calm he is when he is batting. The
pressure doesn't get to him.”

“We wanted that ealmness in the
middle order. Also, we wanted to use
a left-hander (Axar Patel) in the
middle, That actually worked out in
both ways for us,” he said.

Rohit said Rahul’s contributions
have been important for the team
despite not scoring any big knocks.

“KL has been doing a lot of
challenging work for the team for so

many years now. 1 am very happy
with how he managed to pull through
this tournament and bat it in the
pressure situation — both in the
semifinals and this game as well.”

“The contribution may not be 70-80,
but those 30-40s are very important
for the tecam. When you are chasing, it
can get tough. But with KL being
there, we know that he has got that
mind where he keeps himself calm and
keeps the dressing room also very
calm,” he explained.

The 37-vear-old also praised Shreyas
Iyer for playing significant knocks
from No. 4.

“He is very, very important in that

middle phase for us. The partnerships
with all the hatters who were batting
with him..That semifinal against
Australia, his alliance with Virat was
very important. Even against Pakistan
and New Zealand, I.h::lmgm game that
we pla\ed was important.”
n today, when 1 got out, our
team’s third wicket had fallen. And, at
that time, we needed a partnership of
50 to 70 runs. Shrevas did that with
Avar. So, when there are such
performances, when you understand
the conditions, and adapt to the
conditions it feels good,” he said.

Rohit dedicated the Champions
Trophy triumph to the country.

“To the whole country because |
know that our eouniry has been so
much behind us. When yvou win the
finals ‘of any tournament, and
especially in India, we know that
wherever we play, ‘we get good
support.” “So, winning this trophy
mitkes the whole team so happy that
we did it for our country,” he signed off.

CT: Kohli headlines six Indians in
ICC's 'Team of the Tournament'

Dubai
Five players from the title-winning In-
dian cricket team have heen picked far
the ICC Men's Champions Trophy
2025 Team of the Tournament.

The best XI of the tournament was
announced by the International Crick-
©t Council on Monday - a day after In-
dia beat New Zealand by four wickets
in the Champions Trophy 2025 finalin
Dubai

Four members of the New Zealand
squad also made the team, including
Player of the Tournament Rachin
Ravindra and Mitchell Santner, who
was named captain,

Two players from Afghanistan also
made the cutafter the Asian nation won
their first-ever ICC Men's Champions
Trophy match in their debut appear-
an

Ravindra was an expected selection
after he scored two centuries and
topped the ran-scoring charts with
263,

His knock of 112 against Bangladesh
was insttumental in seeing New
Zealand over the line and his 108 in the
semi-final against South Africa saw
him deliver on the big stage.

Afghanistan opener Ibrahim Zadran
was chosén to partner Ravindra at the
top of the order.

The 29-year-cld more than left his
mark on the tournament, scoring a bril-
lant mateharinning knock of 177 - the
highest-ever Champions Trophy score
- against England in the group stage.

India’s Virat Kohli slots in at number
three after he finished fifth in the run-
scoring charts with 218 at an average of
54.50,

Kohli made a memorable unbeaten
century in his side’s group-stage win
over Pakistan and a crucial 84 in the
semi-final suceess over world champi-
ons Australia.

Kohli's teammates Shreyas Tyerand

two I\a!f—ccnmnes helping him to 243
runs in total, while Rahul finished
with an average of 140 thanks to un-
beaten knocksof 42 and 34 in thesemi-
final and final respectively.

New Zealand's Glenn Phillips was se-
lected at number sxafter a brillint per-
formance with the bat and in the field.

His diving one-handed catch todis-
miss Shubman Gill in the final was one
of his three sensational takes in the
tournament. The 28-year-old also
seored one half-century against Pak-
istan and took two wickets against
South Africa in the semi-final to go
alongside an unbeaten 49.

Azmatullah Omarzai is the second
Afghan in the team. The fast-bowling
all-rounder had a fantastic tourna-
ment with both bat and ball and fin-
ished with seven wicketsand 126 runs.

Santner was hamed as team captain
after picking up nine wickets to finish
joint second on the top wicket-takers
list.

ODI World Cup is some distance away but India need Rohit in this transition phase

Dubai

There were two instances during Rohit
Sharma's lengthy post-tournament
press coriference on Suriday when the
issue of his retirement eropped up.

The first time the subject was
broached with him aftera tiumphant
campaign in the Champions Trophyin
Dubai, the Indian captain gave an
open-ended answer, “No future plans,
jais dm]mha hain, chalta rahega (the
s going, it will continue that

When he nestméntioned thedread-
ed 'R word, it was more valuntary and
was an afterthought toa completely dif-
ferent question.

Advertisement

Just before concluding the press
miset, he said: “One more thing, I'm not
going toretire from this format, just to
miake sure that no rumours are spread
moving forward.”

Rohit's statement was a loaded one
a5 the stress was on “this format”,
which is 50-over cricket.

He retired from T20ls after the
World Cup triumph in Americas last
vear, and questions remain over his fu-
ture in Test cricket, with the Indian

41l dista

The World Cup i

While ODI is still his preferred for-
mit, Rohit has in no way said that he
doesn't want to play Test matches, In
fact, except the Australia tour and the
series before that against New Zealand
at home, he has been the team's best
Test hatter.

and the selectors’ preference to groom
Shubman Gill for some more time in
therole of a deputy, Rohit remaing the
ideal candidate to continue leading
the side as it goes through a transition

phase.

Virat Kohli, Rohit's longtime team-
mate, aptly put it after the Champions
Trophy final that the team's core is
ready to play for the next eight years but
it is his duty to put Indian cricket in
good hands “as and when" he decides
to call it a day.

The question is whether Rohit wants
to continue playing the traditional
five-day format in the new Warld Test
Championship (WTC) cycle starting
against England at Headingly fmm
June 20.

If Rohit wants to play only the ODI
format, then he can feature in a max-

Rnlms best

away and the Indian skipper is a

bonafide legend of the ODI format.
By laving emphasis on "this for-

mat”, Rohit has made his intentions

elear and as long as he pring runs,
age wouldn't be a barnier although he
would be elose to 40 by the time the
margues event comes calling,

came against Enghmddlmu), the 2021
series where he scored acentury atthe

Oval.
Jasprit Bumrah has shown his met-
the as aTest skipper but Rohit is still the

most revered leader in the Indian
dressing room.
Owing to Bumrah's fitness concerns

imum 27 inter 3l 5 miteh-
esuntil the next World Cup, which will
be held in February-March.

As far as additional game time &s con-
cerned, he will also have the [PLbesides
playing the oceasional Vijay Hazare
Trophy matches.

In case Rohit doesn't play the Tests
in England, then he would be featuring

in only nine international series of
three ODIs each in the next two years
from now.

The series are against Bangladesh
(awny, August, 2025), Australia (away,
October 2025), South Africa (Decem-
ber, 20&5 home), New Zealand (Jan-
, home), England (3 ODIs,
.—\l’gh.m]:lan (June, 2026,
home), West Indies (September-Oe-
tober, 2026, home), New Zealand (Oc-
tober, 2026, away), and Sri Lanka
(December, 2026, home).

Fitness will also be taken into aceount
in the coming time.

While retivement is much a
cricketer’s individual call, the counter
pointwill be if the national selectors ar
the BCCI feel that they need'tolook at
the bigger picture and have only one
among Rohit and Virat in the ODI set-
up going forward.

Waiting in the wings is the prolific
Yashasvi Jaiswal, who has a fabulous
average of 52.82 and a strike-rate of
in 33 List A games, in which he
five hundreds including a double.

1f the selectors are looking at Juisw-
al for the 2027 World Cup, he would
have to be playedin these 27 games, It

Rahul Gandhi: A Leader With a Humanitarian Heart

By Dr Anil Singh

New Delhi
Rahul Gandhi, often described as the
«quiet force within Indian politics, con-
tinues to stand apart from conven-
tional political imagery through his
deeply human approach. His person-
ality is marked by an earnest sincerity
towards common citizens, breaking
the stereatype of the typical politician
who remains distant and inaccessible.
‘Time and again, Rahul has shown a
preference for genuine interaction, of-
ten seen engaging thoughtfully with or-
dinary people like coolies, agricultural
workers, and street vendors, resonating
deeply with their challenges and aspi-
rations.

Today, standing outside the Makar
Dwar in Pariament, awaiting reac-
tions from politicians on numerous

spectfully gtudvd her to h|s »ehlcln

moved by human compassion and dig-
nity rather than calculated political

itics as ameans touplift, empower, and
} ize society. His i with

advantage.

Rahul Gandhi's inferactions are aften
highlighted by his natural inclination to
connect with those who are generally
overdooked in society. From spending
nights in the modest homes of vil-
lagers to sharing meals with laborers
and farmers, Rahul consistently demon-
strates that leadership isn't eonfined to
the corridors of power but thrives with-
in the humility and struggles of every-
day life.

His empathetic nature can perhaps be
traced back to his family legacy and his
personal philasophy, shaped profoundly
by the values of inclusiveness and
l:'l]lul]ttv While Rahul Gandhi's politi-

handing hera a
puucrful'l\ symbolic gesture.

pley

burning issues, | persanally

a profound example of Rahul Gandhi's
compassionate nature. Without any
prompting, the leader of the oppesition
spontaneously stopped his vehice and
warmly embraced Ms. Shipra Das, the
oldest andarguably most humble pho-
tojournalist present. Rabul Gandhinot
only recognized Ms. Das but also re-

hered erowd was stunmed by
ﬂm heartfelt display, momentarily
pausing their political chatter to absorb
the sincerity and genuine kindness
shown by a senior political leader to-
wards a humble media worker. This
spontaneous act wasn'tjust political ap-
tics but an authentic reflection of Rahul
Gandhi’s mtrinsie character—a leader

often eritigue his meth-
ml.\. e\m they acknowledge that his in-
from genui n
rather than electaral La]cuh\ﬁuns. His
outreach isn't staged—it emerges spon-
tancously from a belief that political
leadership must embody true under-
standing and empathy for all societal
segments,
Rahul Gandhi’s affinity towards the
underprivileged reflects his vision of pol-

the common people aren’t momen-
tary episades captured for media optics
but an ongaing narrative of lis personal
and political life, continually 1'v.-mfm~:.

ing the importance of d

Railways (Amendment) Bill 2025
Passed: Govt assures more
efficiency, safety, & empowerment

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
The [{a|mbnblmlms passed the Rail-
ways [ ) Bill 2025, which

sensitivity within governance.

The incident with Ms. Das was not
just another act of kindness buta mo-
ment of powerful symbolism, encap-
sulating Rahul Gandhi’s belief in respect
and dignity for every individual. Such
genuine actions challenge the cyni-
cism that often elouds publie perception
of politicians; They offer hope and sug-
gest that true leadership may still
emerge from authentic human con-
nections rather than orchestrated po-
litical drama.

In conclusion, Rahul Gandhi's hu-
manitarian approach provides a re-

aimsto l!l'lpl ove and modernize railway
operations in India.

Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw dis-
cussied the bill's focus on increasing ef-
ficiency, enhancing safety. and pro-
mating cooperative federalism.

Hethanked the 25 Members of Par-
liament who contributed to the dis-
cussion, highlighting that the bill sim-
plifies existing laws without reducing
the powers of state governm ents.

it decentralizes authority by allowing
general managers in railway zones to
approve projects up to 1,000 crore,

Vaishnaw noted the government’s

structure include the addition of over
34000 kilometers of new tracks, the
electification of 45,000 kilometers, and
thereplacement of 50,000 kilometers
of old tracks with better quality rails.
Safety has also improved, with an in-
creased budget for safety measures
and a significant dedine in mil fractures
and incidents. The Kavach safety sys-
tem has been introduced to enhiance op-
erational security.

In terms of employment, the NDA
government has created over 5,02,000
Jjabs compared to 4,11,000 under the
previous UPA government. Transpar-
ent recruitment exams have attracted
millions of canclidates, and traiming pro-
grams foremplovees have gained high
enroll ment rates.

freshing model for political leadershiy
1f more politicians adopted this sincere
and empathetic style, the face of Indi-
an politics—and indeed society—could
profoundly transform. Rahul Gandhi,
through these acts of gemuiine kindness,
reminds us all thatat the heart of lead-
ership lies humanity.

to railway devel eritin
all states, inchiding those where the rul-
ing party does not hold power. He
pointed out that states like Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Odisha, and West Bengal
received more hudget allocations than
i the past.
Key achievements in railway infra-

iger amenities
have seen rmu or umg'd(lt‘_*. including
the installation of 3,10,000 modern toi-
lets in couches and air-conditioning in
558 running rooms for loco pilots,
) .|‘lv11m»d Incomatives are being
i to imp

ditions,
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My dream is to help
India win World Cup”:
India all-rounder

Sayali Satghare

Indian shuttlers face tough challenge at All England
Championships amid injuries and form struggles

rapp!

setbacks and poor form,

Indian shuttlers will face

one of their toughest
challenges when they aim to capture

the elusive  All England
Championships beginning here on
Tuesday.

Sinee Prakash Padukone’s historic
win in 1980 and Pullela Gopichand’s
triumph in 2001, no Indian has
managed o capture the coveted All
England title — one of the sport’s
most prestigious crowns after the
Olympics and World Championships.

In the past two decades, Indian

badminton has soaved to new heights,
with stars like PV Sindhu, Saina
Nehwal, and Kidambi Srikanth
claiming majortitles, However, none
have been able to conquer the All
England Championships, despite their
numerous successes on the world
stage.
Saina and Lakshya Sen came close
in 2015 and 2022, finishing as
runners-up, while Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand reached the
semifinals in consecutive editions.

Every vear, the Indian contingent
sets its sights on this historic title, and
yet, the elusive crown continues to slip
through their r gras|

This year, the chall will be even

After a disappointing Paris
Olympics, the Indian shuttlers
struggled to get off the mark in 2025.
Sindhu faced injury woes, HS Prannoy
mudc a slow recovery froma bout of

ya, Lakshyn Sen has battled

greater as India's top shuttlers arrive
in Birmingham with a host of
difficulties, including injury concerns
and inconsistent form.

pnnr form, and Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy is coping with the loss of

his father who died last month.
Sindhu, a two-time Olympic

Lewis Hamilton has Ferrari fans

Londor

Lewis Hamilton winning a record
eighth Formula One title in the red
averalls of Ferran at the age of 30 would
be a story straight out of Hollywood,
whoseewn Brad Pitt movie is schechuled
to race across cinema sereens in June.

The Briton, a co-producer on the film
directed by Joseph Kosinski of “Top
Gun: Maverick” fame, has fired up the
fans as he secks to bring a champi-
onship to Maranello for the first ime
since 2008,

Sunday’s season-apener in Mel-

dreaming as F1 waits for the movie
: e

protege and eight-times race winner
who has driven for the team since
2019 and been blisteringly quick over
asingle lap, will fancy his chances ifthe
«car has title potential.

McLaren are the reigning construc-
tors’ champions and Hamilton’s com-
patriot Lando Norris, runner-up to
Verstappen last season with four wins,
is installed as the bookmakers’
favourite.

Australian Oscar Piastri, Norris's
teammate, is another contender in
what cnuld be one of the closest seasons

bourne willbe | first race for
the Italian glimour team, after ii
his seven titles with MeLaren and Mer-
cedes, and already the level of excite-
ment is off the scale.

One fan eut down a treeto get abet-
ter glimpse of the 105-times race win-
ner driving for the first time &t Ferrari's
Fiorano test track.

An Instagram post on his first day at
the factory, with Hamilton standing in
asmart black suit and overcoat next to
aFerrari F40 car, drews, 7 million likes
from 39 million fullowers.

*Oh my God, he’d be the king of all
kings,” 1978 world charmpion Mario Arr-
dretii told Time magazine when asked
about the chance of the Briton suc-
ceeding in what seems to some an im-
probable quest.

Hamilton was featured on theicon-
ic red-bordered cover, standing shirt-
less inawhite suitin front of a rearing
black stallion.

“The old manisa state of mind," he
told the magazine, a line he could have
taken from Pitt, 61, who plays a 40~
something driver. “OFf course, your
body ages. But I'm never going to bean
old man.”

"The fairy-tale script is written, butit
could easily be torn up and recast.

TOUGH TASK

The task, to secure a fitle he felt
robbed of when a controversial change
to the safety car procedure late in the
2021 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix handed
Red Bull's Max Verstappen a first title,
will be as tough as any Hamilton has
fac

Teammate Charles Leclerc, a Ferrari

‘before major rule
changes and the start of a new engine
era in 2026,

Some are predicting potentially more
winners than the seven different driv-
ers and four teams that enjoyed the
spoils in 2024, with some teams setto
end development early and focus on
next year,

‘Then there is Verstappen, saon to be-
come a father for the first time and bid-
ding to join Ferrari great and seven-
times world champion Michael Schu-
macheras only the second driver to win
five titles in a row.

“If the car’s up to it, he'll get the ]nb
done,” former Fi supremo Bernie Ec-
destone told Reuters.

ever

medallist, is back after recovering
from a hamstring injury that forced
her withdrawal from last month’s
Asia Mixed Team Championships.
The -vear-old, who hired
Indonesian coach Irwanshyah Adi
Pratamain Jannary, will face Korea's
Ga Eun Kim in the opening round. A
potential second-round clash against
China’s Han Yue awaits. with

Indonesia’s Gregoria Mariska Tunjung
likely to challenge her in the
quarterfinals.

Lakshya, who was fourth at the
Paris Olympics, enjoyed a semifinal
run in the previous edition of the All
England but has struggled in the new
season with two fisst-round exits and
a second-round fimish.

The 23-year-old, who claimed

bronze at the 2021 World
Championships, will eopen his
campaign against Japan’s Koki
Watanabe. A victory could set up a
showdown with Indonesia's Jonatan
Christie in the second round.

Prannoy, who has slipped to World
No. 30 after a tough year, is yet to
progress beyond the second roundin
2025. The 32-year-old, who was
hampered by chikungunya ahead of
the Paris Olympics, will open his
campaign against France's Toma
Junior Popov.

In men's doubles, Asian Games
champions Satwiksairaj and Chirag
Sh who are seeded 7th, have been
India’s most consistent performers,
with strong showings at Malaysia and
India Opens this year. The Indian
duo will open against Denmark’s
Daniel Lundgaard and Mads
Vestergaard.

In women's doubles, World No. 9
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand
will meet Chinese Taipei’s Shuo Yun
Sungand Chien Hui Yu, while Ashwini
Ponnappa and Tanisha Crasto will
face another Taipei pair — Pei Shan
Hsieh and En-Tzu Hung.

Among other competitors, Malvika
Bansod will take on Jia Min Yeo of
Singapore.

In mixed doubles, India will be
represented by three pairs — Rnhzm
Kapoor and Ruthvika Shi
Dhruv Kapila and Tanisha,
Sathish Karunakaran with Aadya
Variyath.

Hockey India announces nominations
for 7th Annual Awards 2024

New Delhi

Hockey India on Monday officially an-
nounced the nominees for the 7th edi-
tion of the prestigious Hockey India 7th
Annual Awards 2024, scheduled to
take place on 15 March in New Delhi,
with a record prize pool of approx. INR
12 crores, this year's ceremony s set to
be the biggest vet, celebrating the finest
performances in Indian hockey during
the 2024 season, as per the Hockey In-
dia press release.

Atotal of 32 nominees across eight
categories have made it to the final
shortlist. These nominiees, who have
made notable contributions to the sport
throughout the year, will be recog-
nised and celebiated during the cere-
mony-

One of the key highlights is the cov-
eted Hockey India Balbir Singh Sr.
Award for Player of the Year, which will
honour the best male and female play-
ers. Young players have also been giv-
en the spatlight, with the Hockey India
Jugraj Singh Award for Upcoming
Player of the Year (Men) and the Hock-
ey India Asunta Lakra Award for Up-

South Korea coach
calls up bumper
squad for World
Cup qualifiers

Seaul

South Korea coach Hong Myung-bo
has ealled up 28 players for home
World Cup qualifiers against Oman
and Jordan later this month, when
the Taeguk warriors will look to lock
up a spot at an 11th straight edition
of the global showpiece.

South Korea could potentially
clinch one of the two automatic tick-
ets to the 2026 finals from Group B

who has led the'chs
pionship for more than 1,000 days
since May 2022, has a new teammate
in New Zealander Liam Lawson, pra-
moted after 11 races from sister team
Racing Bulls to replace under-per-
forming Mexican Sergio Perez.

Lawsonis the most experienced of a
group of six starting a season for the
first time, with Frenchman Isack Had-
jar taking the vacated seat at Raving
Bulls.

Briton Oliver Bearman is at Haas,
Brazilian F2 champion Gabriel Borto-
leto with Sauber, Australian Jack
Daoohan at Alpine and Italian Andrea
Kimi Antonelli stepping into Hamilton's
enormons shoes at Mercedes.

How the 18-year-old fares along-
side George Russell will be another sto-
rvline of the season, aswill star designer
Adrian Newey's impact at Aston Mar-
tin since his move from Red Bull.

with two s to spare if they can
beat Oman in Goyang on March 20
and Jordan in Suwon five days later.

“The ideal seenario is to quickly se-
cure qualification for the World Cup
through these two home matches
and then play friendly matches
against Furopean powerhouses,”
Hong told a news conference on
Monday.

“Things won't always go the way we
want them to, of course, but we will
do our best to achieve that goal.
Even if that doesn’t work out, we'll
make sure that the players feel com-
fortable and are not under too mueh
pressure.”

Regular eaptain Son Heung-min
was named in the bumper squad
along with fellow stalwarls Bayern
Munich, centre half Kim Min-jae
and Paris Saint-Germain winger Lee
Kang-in.

coming Player of the Year (Women).

In addition, individval excellence
across various positions will be recog-
nised through awards such as the
Hockey India Baljit Smgh Award for
Goalkeeper of the Year, the Hockey In-
dia Pargat Singh Award for Defender of
the Year, the Hockey India Ajit Pal
Singh Award for Midfielderof the Year.
and the Hockey India Dhanraj Pillay
Award for Forward of the Year.

The ceremony will also include sev-
eral special awards, such as the Hock-
ey India President Award for Out-

standing Achievement and the Hockey
India Jaman Lal Sharma Award for In-
valuable Contribution. Recognition will
also be estended to officials with the
Hockey India President Award for Un-
pire/Umpire Manager of the Year, the
Hockey India President Award for
Technical Official of the Year, and the
Best Member Unit Award.

This year's Hockey India Anmal
Awards will be held on 15 March, com-
memarating the 50th anniversary of the
Indian Men's Hockey Team's historic
‘Warld Cup victory on the same date in
1975—their first and only title to date.

Adding to the significance, 2025
marks 100 years of Indian hockey, as In-
dia became affiliated with the Interna-
tional Hockey Federation (FTH) on 7
November 1925, just 4 year after FIH's
formation. This milestone year is a
tribute to India’s rich hockey legacy and
its enduring impact on the sport.

India’s Olvmpic bronze medal-win-
ning team will be felicitated, along
with the Men's and Women's teams that
won the Asian Champions Trophy in
2024,

Sukant Kadam clinches
gold at Spanish Para
Badminton
International 2025 - 11

New Defhi
India’s para shuttlers delivered an out-
standing performance at the Spanish
Para Badminton International 2025
- I, with Sukant Kadam leading the
charge. Sukant showcased excep-
tional form as he clinched the gold
medal in the SLy category, defeating
fellow Indian Tarun in a commanding
final match with a score of 21-13 and
21-10. In the semi-final, Sukant had
earlier overpowered India’s Naveen
Sivakumar 21-11 and 2113, He re-
mained unbeaten throughout the
tournament, making it a perfect and
promising start to the new year.
Speaking after his win, Sukant
Kadam said, "I'm happy tostart 2025
with a gold medal. Every match here
was a learning experience, and I'm
glad 1 could perform consistently.
This win gives me great motivation for
the rest of the season,” as quoted
from a release by Sukant Kadam.
India's dominance continued with
Nitesh Kumar securing gold in the SL3
category after a hard-fought match
againstJapan's Fujihara, winning 21-
19 and 21-19. In the SH6 category.
Nithyashre emerged victorious, de-
feating Poland’s Szmigiel in the final
to claim the top podium finish. In
men's doubles, Nitesli Kumar and
Tarun edged past India's Jagadesh
Dilli and Naveen Sivakumar in a
thrilling thmc <e1 encounter, win-
ning 21-14,
“The mu(cx! dmlbles eventsalso saw
a strong Indian presence. Krishna
Nagar and Nithyashre triumphed
over England's Shephard and Choong
with a dominant 21-14, 2t-11 victory
ta clinch gold in the SH6 category.
Nitesh Kumar, pairing with Manisha
Ramadass, added another gold to In-
dia's tallyin the SL3-SU5 category, de-
feating Sweden's Rickad Nillson and
Denmark's Hello Sofie Sagoy with a
convincing score of 21-¢ and 21-15,
Meanwhile, Alphia James fought
hard in the women's singles final but
had to settle for silver after going down
to Switzerland's Haria Olgiati.

Mumbai City need a point against
Bengaluru FC to qualify for ISL play-offs

Bengalury
Mumbai City FC will need a point
against Bengaluru FCto qualify for
the Indian Super League (ISL) play-
offs when the two sides face each
other here on Tuesday.

Placed seventh with 33 points,
Mumbai City need just a draw to
edge past the sixth-positioned
Odisha FC (33 points) and finish on
top-six.

The Islanders, however, are win-
less in their previous four games,
drawing and losing twice each.

The Blues have already made the
et for the top-six, and are present-
ly fourth in the standings with 38
points from 23 games.

The Blues have faced losses in
three of their last four encounters
against the Islanders, failing to find
the back of the net thrice on the
bounce, which are arguably un-
wanted records they will want toset
clear before the playoffs begin.

Talismanic Sunil Chhetri; who
has decided to come out of inter-
national retirement to help the na-
tional team qualify for the 2027
Asian Cup. has converted four spot-
kick this season, and if he scores
against Mumbai City FC, he will be-
come the first player to reach 10
goals against the Islanders in the
1SL.

The twa sides have played 17

points, Mumbai City
need just a draw to edge
past the sixth-positioned
Odisha FC (33 points)
and finish on top-six.

Placed seventh with 33

matches so far, with Bengaluru FC
winning six games and Mumbai
City FC emerging victorious nine
times. Two games have produced
draws.

Bengaluru FC head coach Gerard
Zaragoza said that the Islanders
will present a tough challenge in the
coming game.

“Mumbai City FC will play this
match like one final. [t's difficult to
play against teams like this, but
we want to win this game,” he said.

Mumbai City FC head coach Petr
Kratky too acknowledged the
strength of Bengaluru FC.

“Bengaluru FC are a good side.
They have quality in them and there
is o reason why they are in the
playoffs,” he said.




Shah Rukh Khan
sets stage on fire
at I[IFA 2025
with spectacular
performance

Jaipur
ostalgia met star-
dom at the 25th
IIFA  Awards
when Shah Rukh

Khan turned the clock back

witha performance recalling

his hit songs through the
decades, reminding everyone
why he continues to rule as
one of India’s biggest su-

perstars,
The actor’s performance
late Sunday was the most an-

ticipated one at the silver
jubilee edition of the Inter-
national Indian Film Acad-

ipur, Rajasth:
Shah Rukh did nat L].I\d[)-
point.

His entry was preceded
spectacular drone show,
which lit up the sky with
formations celebrating his
journey in cinema with
words like ‘SRK' and The

ing'. The drones also paint-
eda picture of Shah Rukh in
his signature arms-wide-
open style, sending the
crowd into a frenzy.

It was a grand introduc-
tion befitting the King of
Bollywood, and he arvived
with the tune of “Badshah™
from his 1999 film of the
same name playing in the
backdrop.

The performance was a
crash course into the many
hits songs of his career such
as “Tujhe Dekha To Ye
Jaana” from his 1995 hit
“Dilwale Dulhania Le
Jayenge” to "Arev Re Are)

and “Chak Dhoom Dhoom™
from 1997’ “Dil To Pagal
Hai".
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Film with Rani Mukerji
didn’t work out
t1mew1se Shonah Bose

ITFA honoured us quite a

few times in these 25 years:
Filmmaker Rakesh Roshan

ew Delhi
ilmmaker Rakesh
Roshan says IIFA
egan in 2000, the
same year his son
Hrithik Roshan made his
debut with “Kaho Naa...
Pyaar Hai” and the gala
has honoured them “quitea
few times” over the years.
Roshan was present at
the green carpet of Inter-
national Indian Film Acad-
emy (ITFA) Awards. He said
it makes him happy that the
event Lklehmﬁ.ng its an-
niversary in the country.
“IIFA came into the in-
dustry 25 years ago in
2000. And my son Hrithik
Roshan also came in 2000
and with great luck, at the

first award function only
his film 'Kaho Naa... Pyaar
Hai" won many awards. We
ave very happy about that.
And since then, ITFA has
been honouring us quite a
few times in these 25
years,” he told reporters on
Sunday.

“They have taken us glob-
al and1am very happy that
they are celebrating the
25th anniversary here in
Jaipur because I love this
place. 1 love Rajasthan. |
have made a couple of ﬁ.lms
over here, 'Kar
and ‘Koyla’. &
place very well. I love the
food over here, the people
and the costume
wear here. And it

colourful place,” he added.

Hrithik's debut film fea-
tured the actor co-starring
Ameesha Patel and went
on to become a hit. It was
also re-released in Janu-
aryin theatres on Hrithik's
51st birthday,

Rakesh also spoke about
the documentary “The
Roshans” which explored
the legacy and contribu-
tions to the cinema indus-
try by musician Roshan Lal
Nagrath. music director Ra-
jesh Roshan, Rakesh and
Hrithik.

“I made 17 films and 1
never got so many phone

for “The Roshans’. 2
am very happy that T could

make my father proud be-
cause tods generation
didn’t know about my fa-
ther and today they know
about my father. So T am
very happy about that,” he

The filmmaker also
shared an update on “Kr-
rish 4" and said he will
make an announcement
soon. “Very soon. Iwill an-
nounce it very soon.”

The film will be the
fourth installment to the
“Krrish” franchise which
began in 2003 with “Koi...
Mil Gaya”. The sequels
were released in 2006 and
2013, featuring Hrithik in
the role of a superhero Kr-
rish.

Kajol to star in ‘Maa,
film to release in
theatres on June 27

New Delhi
ollywood star
jolis set to feature
in the upcoming
mythological hor-
rorfilm “Maa”, the makers
announced on Monday.
Vishal Furia, known for
“Lapachhapi”, “Criminal
Justice" and “Chhorii”, has
directed the movie. It is
slated to be released in
cinema halls on June 27.
, written by S.
wyn Quadras, is pro-

ctor-dire
tor Kunal
Kemmu
says he is
set to get back to direction
soon but acting remains his
first love.

Kemmu, known for films
like “Malang”, “Traffic Sig-
nal” and "Golmaal franchise”,
made his directorial debut
with “Madgaon Express” last
year.

Starring Avinash Tiwar

Divyenndu,  Pral

dl\(ll\l and Nora Fate-

aboxoffice hitand also
made Kemmu the win-
nerof 'Best Directorial
Debut’ award at the
25th edition of the
International Indian
Film Acadeny (IIFA)
Awards.

Kemmu, 41, said
he will be back to act

duced by Kajol's hushand
ay Devgn, Jyoti Desh-
pande and co-produced by
Kumar Mangat Pathak.

Kajol shared the film an-
nouncement on her Insta-
gram handle.

“Hell is here... so is the
Goddess! Battle begins on
27th June 2025, in cinemas
near you. #Maa
#Maaz27June
pande @kumarmangat-
pathak @M ishal
@danishdevgn,” she wiote.

ing field before taking an-
other directorial project.

“Iwill be getting back into
direction soon, and I also
love acting;it's my first love.
Iwill be acting in the coming
months, and then I will be
making my next (film). Lam
kind of going backinto acting
in the coming months,” he
told reporters at the IFFA.

His latest work as an actor
was in the 2023 film “Kan-
joos Makhichoos™ alongside
Sh Tripathi, Raju Sri-
vastav and Rajiv Gupta.

Kemmu also cheered for
India’s win at ICC Champi-
ons Trophy on Sunday.

“T am so happy... I was
watching it while .Twas stock
in traffic and I heard you all
seream and1 figured out that
India has won... India has
done such an amazing job
and for the last few months
they have been so active ‘\nd
they have done an amazing.”

I'm developmg three stories, no
actor locked: Kabir Khan on his next

ilmmaker Kabir

Khan has made

some of the biggest

hits of Hindi cinema
and fans are eagerly waiting
for his next project. Howev-
er, the filmmaker has re-
cently shared an update on
his future projects claiming
that he is currently develop-
ing three stories. He hasalso
shared that he is in conver-
sation with different actors
but the cast is not locked

vet.

Kabir shared, "I'm devel-
oping three different stories.
I'm in the writing stage, and
honestly, noactoris locked.

Asa director, Lsp eaktoalot
of actors, saying, Let's ex-
plore something,” and who
would not want to work with
ithi i Salman?"
added,
“There are lots of ideas that
we develop, but sometimes,
it doesn't need to be your
next film, Itis possible that I
develop an idea and talk to
Vicky, Salman, or Hrithik,
and they might do some-
thing else. So, lots of conver-
sations are happening.”
However, there have been
rumors that Kabir will col-
laborate with Salman Khan,
Hrithik Roshan, and Vicky
Kaushal on different movi

The reports have suggested
that the director's potential
upcoming projects, including
a post-apocalyptic thriller
with Hrithik, a historical dra-
ma with Vicky, and a com-
mercial film with Salman.

Notably, Kabir has previ-
ously collaborated with
Salman on three films in-
cluding Lk Tha Tiger, Ba-
jrangi Bhaijaan, and Tube-
light. All the three films were
amassive hitat the box office.
However, the director is yet
to work with Hrithik and
Vicky.

Kabir's last work can be
seen in Chandu Champion.
He served as a writer,

The film “explores the

timeless battle between
good and evil, delivering
spine-chilling suspense and
intense drama,” according
s release,
Ronit Roy,
Indraneil Sengupta and
Kherin Sharma in pivotal
roles.

Presented by Jio Studios
and Devgn Films, “Maa”
will be released in Hindi,
Tamil, Telugu, and Ben-
gali,

)
[

Mumbai

ilmmaker Shonali
Bose says she met
Bollywood star Rari
ji fora poten-
tial feature film, butit didm't
work out due to conflicting

Acc d.lnglm'epons. Muk-
erji was set to feature in a
famiily drama, to be directed
by Bose and produced by
Junglee Pictures, the banner
behind movies such as
“Raazi” and “Badhaai Ho".

The director, whose latest
work is Prime Video series
“Ziddi Girls”, said she would
Tove to work with the actor in
future.

“When talks happen in the
industry, that's when the me-
dia thinks something’s hap-

Will be acting and then
take on direction,

pening... (But) Peuplu have
different timeli

“When you Ju_sl have a
conversation and it's not
even like 100 per cent (con-
firmed), people just want to
jump.

1 met herand Tlove Rani.
But the thing is, there is no
collaboration right now be-
cause it didn't work out time-
wise. I'm surewe'll do some-
thing later,” Bose said. Muk-
arji & set to reprise her role of
the tough cop Shivani S|
aji Roy in rdaani 3°,
which is scheduled for a re-
lease in 2026.

The film will be directed by
Abhiraj Minawala and pro-
duced by the actor’s hus-
band Aditya Chopra under
the Yash Raj Films banner.

Tam planning a
film with Khushi:
producer

Boney Kapoor

Jaipur
roducer  Boney
l\‘mml says mak-
ing a film with his
daughter Khushi
Kapoor is on the cards and
it eould be the sequel to his
late wife and
Sridevi’s mD\riE

mHzmdumon "]

Mein Entry” — attended the
25th edition of the Interna-
tional Indian Film Academy
(LIFA) Awards, which took
place in Jaipur between
March 8 and 9.

During his interaction
with the reporters on the
gala's green carpet, the 69-

ar-old producer on Sun-
y suid he has seen all of
Khushi's three films, in-
cluding the latest
“Nadaaniyan”.

“Nadaaniyan aml now lam
planning a film with her
t00. Besides No Entry Mein
Entry’, there would be a
film with Khushi, and it
could be ‘Mom 2"

*Mom?” featured Sridevi,
jal Ali, Akshaye Khanna
aml Nawazuddin Siddiqui.
Directed by Ravi Udyawar,
the crime-thriller released in
2017.

Boney also praised his
other “talented children” —
actor Janhvi Kapoor, his
elder daughter with Sridevi,
and actor Arjun Kapoor and
social media personality An-
shula Kapoor from his for-
mer late wife and producer
Mona Shourie Kapoor.






