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"Premature to talk about details,' says India after
Trump's claim of New Delhi agreeing to cut tariffs

B Government sources claimed that the

negotiations for a trade deal had just begun

New Delhi:

egotiations  be-
tween India and
the US for a trade

deal have just begun and
it would be premature to
talk abont its details like
tariff cuts, government
sources said on Saturday,
hours after US President
Donald Trump said In-
dia agreed to slash levies
"way down” on American
products.

It is natural for both
the countries to have
their "interests and sen-
sitivities” and these are
legitimate matters for a
discussion, they said.

Last month, TIndia
and US, following talks
between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
Trump in Washington
DC, announced that they
would negotiate the first
tranche of a mutually
beneficial, multi-sector
Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA) by the fall of
2025 and subsequently
begun negotiations on
the trade deal.

Commerce  Minister
Piyush Goyal was in the
US from March 3 to 6 to
hold talks on the trade
deal with his American
counterpart as well as
the US Trade Represent-
ative'and their feams.

Trump's  announce-
ment on Friday that

B Trump's announcement that India agreed to bring tariffs

India agreed to bring
tariffs "way down" was
largely viewed by New
Delhi as premature.

"India charges us mas-
sive tariffs, you can't
even sell anything in
India, it's almost restrie-
tive..By the way, they
have agreed to cut their
tariffs way down mnow
because somebody is fi-
nally exposing them for
what they have done,"
the US president told
reporters in the White
House.

Foreign Secretary
Vikram  Misri, when
asked at a media brief-
ing on Saturday about

Trump's remarks on tar-
iffs and the negotiations
for the proposed trade
deal, declined to provide
details.

"I will not get into that
at this point of time be-
cause these are ongoing
discussions; so it would
not be right to get into
it," he said.

At the same time, Mis-
ri pointed out that tariff
liberalisation was the
basis for several bilat-
eral trade agreements
finalised by India in re-
cent years.

“There are ongoing
discussions with several
other partners on these

GST rates will come down
further: Nirmala Sitharaman

Mumbai:
inance Minister
Nirmala  Sithara-

man on Saturday
said the GST rates will
come down further and
the work on rationalis-
ing tax rates and slabs
has "almost reached a
finale".

She said that the rev-
enue neutral rate (RNR)
has come down from
15.8 per cent at the tite
of the launch of GST on
July 1, 2017, to 11.4 per
cent in 2023.

"It will come down
even further down,” the
minister added.

The GST Council,
leaded by Sitharaman
and comprising her
state counterparts, in
September 2021, set
up a group of ministers
(GoM) to rationalise
GST rates and suggest
changes in slabs. The
GoM conprises finance
ministers of 6 states.

Responding to a ques-

tion at 'The Econom-
ic Times Awards' on
whether it is time to ra-
tionalise GST rates and
slabs, Sitharaman said
“that work has almost
reached a finale”.

"Now, at this stage,
there is one more look
that T would (take) the
groups (GoM) have done
excellent work, but I still
have taken it upon my-
self to, once more, com-
pletely review each of
the groups' works, and
then probably take it to

take it to the Council to
see if we can come to a
final eonclusion on this,”
she said.

Sitharaman said some
more work is required
on rate rationalisation.

"We'lltake it tothe next
council (meeting). We
are very close to coming
to a final call on some of
the very critical issues,
reduction, rationalisa-
tion of rates, looking at
the number of slabs and
so on," she said.
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issues now, and I think
the ongoing discussions
should be seen in that
context as well," he said.
In line with his "Amer-
ica First” policy, Trump
this week announced
reciprocal tariffs from
April 2 on its partners
and other nations that
impose higher levies on
imports from the US.
The US president's
tariff tussle has stoked
fears of a global trade
war with many coun-
tries already announe-
ing counter-measures to
deal with it.
e Indian govern-
ment sources said dis-

"way down " was largely viewed by New Delhi as premature.

| will not get

“ into that at this

point of time
because these are ongoing
discussiors, so it would
not be right to get into
it," "There are ongoing
discussions with several
other partners on these
issues now, and | think
the ongoing discussions
should be seen in that
context as well,"

—Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri

cussions on tariffs and
other aspects of bilater-
al trade that were high-
lighted during Modi’s
visit to Washington DC
last month are an ongo-
ing process,

Obviously, there are
specifics which have
been mentioned on var-
ious issues as part of the
negotiation, the sourc-
es said in what is being
seen as New Delhi's tacit
response to the US pres-
ident's claim.

"Since the discus-
sions have just begun,
it would be premature
to talk about its details.
There is also a context
for each di

One killed, over a dozen ln]ured
as clashes erupt in Manipur

___ lmphal:

ne protester was
killed while 25
others, including

women, were injured in
clashes between Kuki
demonstrators and se-
curity forces in differ-
ent parts of Manipur's
Kangpokpi _district on
Saturday, officials said.

The deceased has
been identified as
Lalgouthang Singsit.
The g3o-year-old re-
ceived bullet injuries
during the clashes at
Keithelmanbi and died
on the way to hospital,
police said.

At least 25 protesters
sustained different types
of injuries during the
clashes with security fore-
es at Gamgiphai, Mot-
bung and Keithelmanbi,
police said, adding they
have been admitted to
the nearby public health
centre for

HIGH!

mThe Kuki-Zo Council,
condemning the gow-
ernment's  decision
to impose free move-
ment, has announced
an indefinite shut-
down across all Kuki-

Zo areas of the state

starting from Saturday

midnight.
Amit Shah's directive
allowing free movement
across the state.

The situation wors-
ened when protesters set
fire to private vehicles
and attempted to stop
a state transport bus
traveling from Imphal
to Senapati district.

Protesters also
blocked NH-2 (Im-
phal-Dimapur high-

\\'av) and burned tyres
to

Clashes erupted be-
tween  demonstrators
and security for(‘es in

that would reflect the

interests of both sides,”

said a source. Agency
CONTD ON PAGE-2

the Kuki

district after police fired
fear gas to disperse
them, as they opposed
Union Home Minister

of government vehicles.

The protest was
also directed against
a peace march by the
Federation of Civil So-
ciety (FOCS), a Meitei
organisation.

Agency

Delhi Cabinet approves scheme to
provide Rs. 2,500 per month to women

hi:
he announcement

I of the Mahila Sam-
riddhi Yojana, en-

suring a monthly allow-
ance of Rs 2,500, turned
the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium into a hub of
celebration.

The rhythmic beats
of dhol and nagara fill-
ing the air as the Inter-
national Women's Day
programme unfolded in
a spectacle of joy and
celebration as wornen
welcomed the Rs 2,500
monthly allowance ini-
tiative as a vital support
with some planned to
save it for future while
others intended to use
it for their children and
families.

Adding to the festive
spirit, women showered
flowers on each other
as a gesture of warmth
and celebration, danc-
ing with joy and singing
songs. Sogans of "Ma-
hila. Morcha” echoed

Gautam Buddha Nagar emerging as

a health tourism hub CM Yogi

Gautam Buddha Nagar:
hief Minister Yogi
‘Adityanath, on
Saturday, said

that Gautam Buddha

Nagar is emerging fast

as a hub of health tour-

ism. During his one-day
visit, he inaugurated the
newly developed “Shar-
da Care-Health City" in
Greater Noida, praising
it as a unique blend of
service and investment.
Emphasizing the im-
portance of quality edu-
cation and healtheare, he
underscored their role in
building a civilized socie-
ty. He further appreciated
the private sector’s con-

e
tribution, noting that the

government has taken
several steps to encour-
age investment in the
health sector.

CM Yogi also highlight-
ed Sharda University as
an important center for

education aud £
and stated that health
tourism is a significant
sector—with  Gautam
Buddha Nagar emerging
as a major hub—making
the state a focal point for
global attention.

The Chief Mmmer
pcmted ount that while
only six AIIMS were es-
tablished in India over
70 years; their number
surged to 22 in the last
10 years under Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's leadership.

Tn Uttar Pradesh, the
number of medical col-
leges has surged from
Jjust 12 in 2017 to 40 new
institutions in the past
eight years. Additionally,
37 private medical colleg-
es have been established,
including those in Ma-
harajganj, Sambhal, and
Shamli, along with three
more through the pub-

lic-private partnership
model.

The budget already
includes provisions for
establishing medical col-
Jeges in Ballia and Bal-
rampur, with plans to
set up institutions in the
remaining six districts in
the near future.

Highlighting the
strengthening of health
infrastructure  in  rural
areas, the Chief Minister
noted that Uttar Pradesh
now hosts two AIIMS
in Gorakhpur and Rae
Bareli, as well as the

Institute of Medical
Sciences (IMS) of BHU.
Agency

through the air.
Addressing the gath-
ering, BJP National
President JP Nadda an-
nounced that the Delhi
Cabinet had approved
an allocation of Rs J,]DO
crore for impleme
the Mahila bamnddln
Yojana and congratulat-
ed Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta for the initiative.
As he concluded his
speech, the stadium
erupted with cheers of
joy and the attendees
hailed Prime Minister
Narendraa Modi. Many

women, as a mark of
gratitude, presented
flowers to the CM who
was seated on the stage.
Ram Lata, a 38-year-
old housewife from
Mukherjee Nagar, told
PTI, “I am not a working
woman‘ so if they give
Rs 2,500 per month, it
means more than T ever
ied. For women
who have no source of
mcome, this is like a
am come true. 1 will
use this money to fulfill
my children’s wishes.”
Another woman, Mad-

huri Yadav, expressed
her excitement, saying,
“When the scheme was
announced, we were all
so happy. I just hope we
start receiving the mon-
ey soon. 1 plan to use
the first installment for
donation and bhandara
as a thanksgiving to God.
From the next install-
ments, 1 will use the mon-
ey for my personal needs.”

At the venue, women
cheered and shared their
thoughts. Many empha-
sised that this initiative
was particularly empow-
ering for those without
an independent source of
income.

“For those of us who rely
entirely on our families
for even a single penny,
this money is a huge re-
lief,” one woman shared.
Others echoed similar
sentiments, highlighting
the necessity of ncial
support for economic in-
dependence.
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Israeli tourist among 2 women
gang-raped near Hampi

npi:
ssailants gang
A:;aped a 27-year-
ld  Israeli tour-

ist and a 2¢-year-old
Thomestay operator near
the Hampi heritage site
in Karnataka and killed
a male tourist from Od-
isha by attacking him

and puoshing him mto
Tungabhadra canal late
on Thursday night for
not paying Rs 100 for
petrol.

The Israeli tourist and
the homsestay owner
were sitting near the
Tungabhadra Left Bank
Canal and listening to

HIGHLIGHT

®mThe gang also attacked
three male tourists
who were present at
the scene.

music when they were
attacked by three men.

The gang also attacked
three male tourists who
were present at the
seene.

On Saturday the po-
lice amrested Mallesh
alias Handimalla (22
and Chetan Sai (21),
residents of Gangavathi
in conmection with the
gang-rape and murder.

The Gangavathi po-
lice had formed special
teams to crack the case.

Agency



‘Premature to talk
about details, says
India after Trump's
claim of New Delhi
agreeing to

cut tariffs

CONT FROM PAGE-1

‘The sources also
pointed out how diseus-
sions had taken place
between India and the
US for a limited trade
deal during the first
Trump administration.

For various reasons, it
did not produce an out-
come, they said.

India has reduced its
average applied tariffs
significantly for key de-
veloped countries like
Australia, the United
Arab Emirates, Switzer-
land and Norway under
recently concluded mu-
tually beneficial bilateral
trade agreements.

Similar  negotiations
are currently underway
with the European Un-
ion and the UK, among
other partners.

The ongoing discus-
sions with the US should
be seen in this context,
the sources said.

India has not yet di-
rectly commented on
Trump's announcement
on reciprocal tariffs but
said it is looking at deep-
ening trade ties with the
US including by reduc-
ing tariff and non-tariff
barriers under a bilater-
al trade agreement.

Agency
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Women’s Day President Murmu calls for

At Women's
Day event

greater workforce part1c1pat10n of women RabriDevi

tears into
Nitish

New Delhi:
resident Droupadi
PMurmu on Satur-
day underscored
the need for increased
participation of women
in the workforce as the
country moves towards
becoming the world’s
third-largest economy.
Speaking on the oc-
casion of International
Women's Day at a na-
tional consultation or-
ganised by the Women
and Child Development
Ministry, Murmu em-
phasised that provid-
ing equal opportunities
in education and em-
ployment is crocial for
ddnevmg this goal.
ia progresses
towards becoming the
world's third-largest
economy, the partici-
pation of women in the
workforce must increase
at the same pace,” she
said.

She stressed that a
“self-reliant, independ-
ent and empowered
woman” is key to build-
ing a “Viksit Bharat’,

“The vision of a Viksit
Bharat is our collective
aspiration and we must
work together to achieve
it," she said, urging
everyone to  support

women at every step to-
wards self-reliance and
success.
Highlighting the con-
tributions of Indian
women, Murmu  said,
“Qur daughters are mak-
ing immense contribu-
tions in realising the
dream of a Viksit Bharat.
It is imperative that so-
ciety provides them with
an even better environ-
ment to progress.

She called for creati ng

Throttle Up for Women Power: Park
Hospital’s Super Women Rlde Takes Off

___New Delhi: o
‘A ride for women, by
women, celebrating
women’ day, this was
first-of-its-kind ~ event
for Gurgaon, organ-
ised by Park Group of
Hospitals to encourage
women to come forward
and take control of their
‘health and work.

On International
‘Women's Day, bike ride
was organised in the
city by more than 100+
all women bikers , this
motoreyele ride was or-
ganised to celebrate em-
powerment and togeth-
erness. More than 100
women bikers attended
the ride, that started
from from Park hospital
and culminated at Park
Plaza at Ccmmnght
Place New Del

Elaborating further
on the event, which
aimed to bring togeth-
er female riders in the
city, Dr. ( Maj.) Nitika
Poonia, Chief Operating
Operations, Park Hos-
pital said “Park Group
of Hospitals Organized
this all women Bike Ral-
Iy to spread awareness
about women health

and promote women

Over 6
day TB

New Delhi:
Over six lakh tubercu-
losis cases have been
detected so far under
an  ongoing pan-In-
dia 100-day intensified
campaign to eliminate
TB and of them, 4.3 lakh
patients were diagnosed
from the 455 interven-
tion districts, officials
said on Saturday.

‘Thisisan outcome of a
new strategy for early TB
identification involving
offering X-ray screening
to high-risk populations,
such as individuals with
diabetes, smokers, those
who are malnourished
and people living with
HIV adopted under the
TB Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yaan, they stated.

By deploying Al-ena-
bled handheld X-ray m:
chines, portable X-ray
units and condncting
door-to-door screenings
in congregate settings,
both symptomatic and
asymptomatic individu-
als were tested. Positive
X-ray results were then

Gty 19656

empowerment. Women
are bringing multifold
changes in the society,
the mindset that wom-
en can’t ride a bike is
now a past story. We
are happy to contribute
towards the Inclusive
India Mission”

Under this training
initiative ‘expert bikers
ill teach women how
to ride bikes so they can
make their way to jobs
and salaries. Women
Biking team will train
more than 1000 women
to ride bike and become
employed as there is
a rush to hire women
riders by companies
such as Zomato, Swig-
gy, Ecom Express and

others.

The rally symbolized
women's empowerment
and highlighted the im-
portance of education
and equality for girls.
Women from different
walks of life enthusiasti-
cally participated, show-
casing their stren
and determination.

The head of bikers
group Amit Saini said
that “Through our ride
we celebrate resilience
of women and call for
collective  efforts  to
ensure that every girl
has the opportunity to
thrive and succeed. We
aim to train more than
1000 women learn to
ride bike enabling their

* T
asociety where every girl
and boy feels safe and is
free to make independ-
ent life choices without
fear.

“We must build an ide-
al society where no child,
be it a son or daughter,
hesitates to travel alone
or live independently
at any time,” she said,
adding that a culture of
respect for women will
foster a progressive so-
cial environment and

enhance national confi-
dence.

On the challenges
women face in balanc-
ing work and family,
Murmu _questioned the
perception that women
may be less committed
to theirjobs dueto child-
care responsibilities.

“Ism't society respon-
sible for the well-being
of the children who will
shape our future?” she
asked.

———
“As India progresses

She expressed confi-
dence thz‘\t examples of

third-
economy,
participation
of women in the
workforce must
increase at the same
ace,” she said.

She emphasised that
a mother’s effort in rais
ing responsible citizens
should be recognised
and respected rather
than seen as a limitation.

“A mother, through

her dedicat]on, can

shape  her ildren
into ideal cm/ens, she
said. President Mur-
mu marked 50 years
of Ir ional Wom-

women would
continue to multiply.

She commended the
government's continued
efforts toward women's
empowerment,  high-
lighting initiatives like
the ‘Nari Shakti Van-
dan Adhiniyam’, which
provides reservation for
women in Parliament
and state assemblies.

“This is a historie step
towards women'’s politi-
cal empowerment,” she
said.

The President also
spoke about economic
empowerment schemes
such as self-help groups
and the ‘Lakhpati Didi’
programme ﬂmt :um to
| inde-

en's Day celebrations,
acknowledging the re-
markable progress of
women in this period.

“Thereis no doubt that
women have made un-
precedented strides over
the last five decades. My
own journey -- from a
modest background in
Odisha to Rashtrapati
Bhavan --is a testament
to the apportunities for
equality and social jus-
tice available to women
in India,” she said.

pendence among wom-
en,

“The Namo Drone
Didi scheme is another
example of how wom-
en are being eq
with technical
financial stabilit;
said.

Murmu called for a
collective shift in mind-
set, emphasising that
women and men are
equal partners in pro-
gress.

Ageney

Judicial Delay in Telangana High

Hyderabad:
The Telangana
Court, in a si
case concerning the vio-
lation of India’s anti-de-
fection law under the
Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution, has once
again  adjourned the
matter despite extensive
arguments made by the
petitioner, Dr. K.A, Paul,
appearing in person.
This marks the seventh
time the petitioner has
argued before the court,
vet no decisive order has
been passed, further de-
laying justice,

The petitioner has
been consistently raising
the issue of illegal defec-
tions by Members of the
Legislative  Assembly
(MLAs) who contested
from the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) and later
defected to the Indian
National Congress (INC)
without facing disqual-
ification—a blatant vio-
lation of constitutional
and democratic prinei-
ples. The anti-defection
law, upheld by the Su-
preme Court in multiple
landmark cases, man-

JH lgh

-, ’
dates that df:tcctmg leg-
islators should be imme-
diately dlsquallﬁLd

The continued ad-
journment of this critical
case raises serious con-
cerns about judicial ac-
countability and the rule
of law in India. The de-
lay direetly contradicts
the fundamental princi-

le that “Justice delayed
stice denied.” The
petitioner cited past rul-
ings, including the 1975
Al' ahabad I-ligh Court

N W
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and the 1998 Su-
preme Court ruling dis-
qualifying 12 BSP MLAs,
yet the court has failed
to take decisive action.
The adjournment of
such an urgent consti-
tutional matter under-
mines public trust in the
judiciary and threatens
the democratic™ sover-
eignty of Ind
the world, in estal
democracies such as the
United States, elected
cannot

T ives

lifying

lakh cases notified under 100-
elimination campaign so far

confirmed with NAAT
(an advanced diagnos-
tic test), leading to the
identification of mul-
tiple asymptomatic TB

patients.

“As a result of the in-
tensified case finding
approach adopted by the
100-day intensified TB
Mukt Bharat Abhivaan,
the TB programme has
notified over 6.1 lakh TB
patients across the coun-
try, of which 4.3 lakh pa-
tients were diagnosed
from the 455 interven-
tion districts,” an official
said.
van
proach
11 crore persons get
screened for TB. Since
the launch of the cam-
paign close to 12 lakh
ni-kshay shivirs (TB
screening camps) have
been held across the
country and over 11 crore
people who are vulnera-
ble to being affected by
TB have been screened
across the conntry.

“Such mass mobilisa-

Bhagidari
helps

ap-
over

tion has been pos
through different I
the National T!
nation Programme has
tapped into to combat
stigma around TB and
encourage early testing
and screening,” the offi-
cial stated.

On December 7, 2024,
Union Health Minis-
ter JP Nadda had an-
nounced the start of the
special campaign with a

focus on 347 interven-
tion districts, which was
subsequently scaled up
to 455 districts across
the country.

Through the course
of the campaign, over
27,000 elected repre-
sentatives across dif-
ferent levels (union
and state ministers,
MPs, MLAs, MILCs,
and gram pradhans),
have been engaged to

increase  awareness,
participate in ni-kshay
shivirs and provide
nutrition support to
TB patients and their
families through the
Ni-kshay Mitra pro-

gramme.
As part of the cam-
paign, the Union

Health Ministry sen-
sitised over 250 par-
liamentarians during
the winter session of
Parliament, and Na-
dda chaired meetings
with chief ministers,
LGs and health minis-
ters of implementation
states, encuuraging
them to activ,
itor and parti
campaign acti

Subsequently Naddn
chaired a joint strate-
gy meeting with Union
ministers and secre-
taries from 22 allied
ministries to urging
them to utilise their ex-
pertise and resources to
support TB elimination
activities during  the
campaign.

Court on Crucial Constitutional Matter

switch parties post-elec-
tion without immediate
consequences. How-
ever, in India, judicial
inaction has allowed
defecting ]C}F&ldl()l‘k to
cmmnue hol dmg office

awfully for over a
year in this matter and
other matters for many

KA. Paul has
called upon the interna-
tional legal community,
democratic institutions,
and human rights or-
ganizations to take note
of this serious crisis
in Indian democracy.
He urges the Hon'ble
Chief Justice of India
Dr Khanna and the Su-
preme Court to inter-
vene and ensure that the
judiciary fulfills its duty
to uphold constitutional
principles without fur-
ther delay.

The petitioner warns
that continued judicial
inaction will have long-
term consequences for
India’s democratic in-
tegrity and governance.
He appeals to the people
of India and the world to
stand for justice, democ-

Rahul should first understand
that he’s responsible for
Cong's poll defeats: BJP

New Detlhi:

The BJP on Saturday
took a swipe at Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
over his remarks about
his own party leaders
and said he should first
understand that he is re-
sponsible for his party’s
defeat in elections and
stop blaming others for
his “failures”.

This came after Gandhi,
while addressing party
workers on the second
day of his two-day Guja-
rat visit, said there was a
need to filter out leaders
and workers from his
party who were working
for the BJP and warned
of strict action, even re-
mov.

Redctmg to his remarks,
BJP national s‘pokamerf
son Shehzad Poonawal-
la said, “Rahul Gandhi
has trolled himself and
his party in Gujarat, and
shown a mirror to himself
- He was putting blame on
Kharge ji and his party
workers for his failures,”

“He said more than half
of his party leaders were

in cohorts with the BJP
while he got his party de-
feated in more than go

elections. In this sense,
he is the biggest asset of
the BJP,” Poonawalla

said, taking dig at Gandhi.

“Are youin cohorts with

the BJP,” the BJP spokes-
person asked Gandhi ina

video byte posted on X.

Poonawalla asked
Gandhi to first evaluate
himself to “realise” why
he has become a “non
performing asset” for the

party, instead putting
lame on “electronic vot-
ing machines, the elec-
tion commission, elector-
al rolls, his party workers
and peaple”.

“If getting the party de-
feated in the election is
an art, the artist is Rahul
Gandhi,” he charged.

The BJP spokesperson
also  questioned Gan-
dhi for putting his party
workers under “race ka
ghoda” and “barati ka
ghoda™ categories and
asked him to at least
consider them human.

Agency

Former i

Patna

Bihar  Chief
Minister Rabri Devi on
Saturday criticised her
successor Nitish Kumar
over bizarre remarks
made by him while
claiming credit for wom-~
en's empowerment.

The RJD leader at-
tended a function organ-
ised here by the party on
International Women's
Day, which was also at-
tended by her son Te-
Jashwi Yadav.

“Nitish Kumar boasts
that all that is good in
Bihar has been achieved
since 2005, when he
came to power. Was he
born the same year?",
asked the homemak-
er-turned-politician.

She added, "He has
the temerity to say girls
and women did not wear
clothes until he came to
power in Bihar, Is it true
for females in his own
family?"

The 74-year-old JDU
chief has of late been ac-
cused of getting carried
away while speaking in
public, the Iﬂl(‘ﬁl exam-
ple being his outbursts

inside the legislative
council a day ago.
The longest-serving

CM had engaged in a
spat with some RJD
MLCs, and, pointing to-
wards Rabri Devi, the
leader of the opposition,
said, "her husband got
her installed when he
ran into trouble”.

The use of the Hindi
word "iske" (her) by Ku-
mar was protested by the
RJD, including Tejashwi
Yadav who pointed out

"my mother became the

CM before he did and
is older than he is. She
headed the government
of undivided Bihar and
even in terms of person-
al relationships she is
the senior".

Notably, Rabri Devi's
husband Lalu Prasad,
the RJD president, often
vefers to Kumar, his arch
rival, as a "Chhota bhai”
(little brother).

Rabri Devi pulled no
punches in her speech,
aceusing Narendra Modi
government at the Cen-
tre of " her
husband in "false cases”
with the help of investi-
galing agencies.

However, when her
comments were sought
on the language used by
Kumar on Fri S
quipped, with
writ large on her face
don't wish to get into
‘this muck”.

Tejashwi Yadav,
though, spoke of Ku-
mar's behaviour while
holding forth on "fail-
ures” of the government
headed by the JD(U)
supremo with whom he
has allied on two occa-
sions.

"Whenever he Thas
needed our support to
stay in power, he has
come to us addressing
my mother as bhabhi
(sister in law). And now
just look at the offen-
sive manner in wlm_h
he spoke about her.
shows e is not ui
sound mental health
and not fit to govern”,
said the former Deputy
CM.
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Delhi govt approves Mahila Samriddhi
Yojana allocates Rs 5 100 crore for scheme

B Gupta said a Group of Ministers headed by her has been formed to oversee the implementation of the Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana, with Ashish Sood, Parvesh Verma and Kapil Mishra being the other members of the panel.

New Dethi

he BJP government

in Delhi approved

the Mahila Samrid-

dhi Yojana on Sat-
urday to provide a monthly
assistance of Rs 2,500 each to
eligible women and allocated.
Rs 5,100 crore for the imple-
‘mentation of the scheme.

The decision was taken at
a Cabinet meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta.

Although the government
has not officially issued any
guidelines or said anything
about the eligibility criteria,
soures claimed that the age
and income criteria of 21-
60 years and an annual in-
come of not more than Rs 2.5
lakh were deliberated upon at
the Cabinet meeting.

A portal will be launched
through which women can
apply to avail the benefits of
the scheme.

Talking to reporters, Gup-
tasaid a Group of Ministers
headed by her has been
formed to oversee the ini-
plementation of the Mahila
Samriddhi Yojana, with
Ashish Sood, Parvesh Verma
and Kapil Mishra being the
other membersof the panel.

“"We have made a provision
of Rs 5,100 crore in the budg-
et to start distributing the
benefits of the scheme. A

committee headed by me has
been formed for this work.

"This work will start im-
mediately with the develop-
ment of a portal for the reg-
istrations and intensive de-
liberations over the terms
and conditions,” the chief
minister said.

She said at the meeting, the
Delhi Cabinet approved the
"Sankalp Patra” (the BIP's
manifesto for the Delli As-
sembly polls) promise to pro-
vide Rs 2,500 each to poor
women.

Speaking at a party event,
which wasattended by Gup-
taand her Cabinet colleagues
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dinm, BIP president J P Nad-

BJP govt in Delhi wouldn't be
possible without support and
blessings of women: Nadda

("

urday thanked women for
the victory of the saffron
party inthe Delhi Assembly
palls, saying it would have
been impossible without
their blessings and support.

Addressing a Mahila Di-
was program hosted by the
‘Mahila Morcha of the party
at JLN Stadium, Nadda said
the BJP, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has ensured
women's empowerment in
various fields.

"1 thank the women of
Delhi for playing abigrolein
forming BIP's government
in Delhi. This victory was not
possible without their sup-
port and blessings,” Nadda
said, greeting the women
on Infernational Women's

Day.

The Delhi Cabinet has ap-
proved an allocation of Rs
5,100 erore for implement-
ing the Mahila Samriddhi
Yojana, under which women
in the national capital will re-
ceive Rs 2,500 each per
month, he d at the

dentasserted that the party
has the maximum number
of women MPs in both the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha. In 13 BIP-ruled
states. there is now one Chief
Minister and two Deputy
Chief Ministers who are
women, he said.

He stated that the Prime
Minister has worked for
women’s empowerment
through various initiatives,
believing that no country
can progress if its women are
nothonoured and respected.

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, addressing
the gathering. said the BJP
has risen above symbelism
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership
and empowered women
through various initiatives.

"If Nirmala Sitharaman
will present the budget of the
country, Rekha Gupta will
present the budget of Delhi,"
she said, asserting that the
BJP has worked to ensure
that women leaders in the
party rise to the highest de-
cision-making positions.

"Such ¢ to take this

event.

He congratulated the
women of Delhi over the
approval of the scheme and
asserted that the work for
women's empowerment has

now begun in the national
capital.
Dethi  Chief Minister

Rekha Guptaand other sen-
jorleaders were also present.
at the event.

"It has been BJP's policy
‘to promote women and their
empowerment. We are
marching ahead with the
aim of women-led develop-
ment.”

"The vision of Atmanirb-
har Bharat and Viksit Bharat
is not possible until we ere-
ate self-confidence among
the women of the country,"
Nadda said.

The BJP national presi-

significant decision could
only be shown by the BJP.
There could be no greater
honor shown to women,"
she stated, citing her ap-
pointment as Chief Minister
of Delhi.

Gupta ‘asserted that her
government will work for
the holisticempowerment of
women and theirwell-being.
“"Wewill work for the safety
and prosperity of the women
in Delhi," she said, adding
that one-stop centres at the
districtlevel will be set up to
provide help to women, in-
cluding police assistance,
legal counseling, and more.

Shealso asserted that the
BJP government will fulfill
all the promises it made to
the people in the party's
Sankalp Patra for the re-

3
da congratulated the chief
minister on the approval of
the scheme.

Meanwhile, the opposition
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
launched a scathing attack on
the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), accusing it of
failing to deliver on its elec-
tion promise of giving Rs
2,500 per monith to women
before International
Women's Day.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Leader of Op-
position Atishi called Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's
guarantee a “jumla” and ac-

cused the saffron party of
misleading voters.
"The women of Delhi are

Monica Delhi's
lone female traffic
inspector leads
with compassion
and strength

New Delhi
Monica stands tall as the
only woman traffic in-
spector among her 49 oth-
et male peers in Delhi Po-
lice, ready to take up chal-
lenges that come her way
while discharging her duty
on the streets of the na-
tional capital.

Monica believes that the
emotional quotient that
women bring to the table
helps them solve people's
queries and problems
more efficiently. "Men are
brought up to act tough,
and hence. when people
reach out to male officers,
a lot of them do not con-
siderita problem, saying it
is a problem everyone
faces. However, women of-
ficers listen to them care-
fully and trv to resolve it as
soon as possible,” she said.

Five years into her serv-
ice, a colleague allegedly
slammed her for asking
for leave because her
daughter was sick. "Why
do you want equality when
you can sit at home and
cook for the family?" he
said. However, she made it
her mission to not let these
things get to her and took
up many challenging roles,
including that of an in-
specting officer (10) in
northeast Delhi, where she
handled more than 250
cases of POCSO and rape.

She claimed she was
pregnant when she was
handling these cases and
had to visit court regular-
Iy

"Some would be gener-
ous enough to offer me to
sit. However, many times T
nsed to stand throughout
the day while handling
such sensitive cases. But I
did it becanse becoming a
mother made me realise
how important the work
that Tam doingis. If1 can't
bear the thought of my
child or daughter being in
pain, how can Ilet anyone
else’s children go through
the same," she added.

Monica also added that
she owed her career to the
support of the three men in
her life -- her husband, fa-
therand younger brother -
- who helped her become
financially independent

cent ly polls.

and d

waiting to ses messages on
their phones about the trans-
ferof Rs 2,500 to their bank
accounts, The BJP govern-
ment has proved that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
lied to them. T am sure that
like this promise, all other
promises too shall be proven
to be false," the former chief
minister said.

At the BJP event, Gupta
said it has also been decided

that her government will
work for the safety and pros-
perity of women.

She said the Delhi govern-
ment will set up "one-stop
centres” in all the districts to
strengthen women safety
providing them with assis-
tance, including police help
and legal connselling.

The BJP, in its "Viksit Del-
hi Sankalp Patra" for the As-
sembly polls held in Febru-
ary, had promised to provide
Rs 2,500 per month under
the Mahila Samriddhi Yo-
Jjana to women from poor
families.

Astatement issued by the
Delhi government said the
scheme will leverage ad-
vanced technology to ensure
transparency, efficiency and
seamless dishursement of
the financial benefits.

An Aadhaar-based e-KYC
authentication process will be
employed to sereen the aj
plicants, the staternent said.

Gupta said the BJP has
risen above symbalism under
Modi’s leadership and em-

powered women through
various initiatives.

"On one hand, Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present the
budget ofthe country and on
the other hand, Rekha Gup-
tawill present the budget of
Delhi,” she said, asserting
that the BJP has worked to
ensure that women leaders in
the party rise to the highest
decision-making positions.

"The courage to take this
significant decision could
only be exhibited by the
BJP. There could be no big-
ger honour for women,"
she said, citing her ap-
pointmentas the chief min-
ister.

Gupta asserted that her
government will work for a
holistic empowerment of
women and their well-be-
ing. "We will work for the
safety and prosperity of the
women in Delhi," she said.

She asserted that the BJP
will fulfil all the promises it
has made to people in the
“Sankalp Patra",

Drug addict missing
since 2018 from
Delhi slum found

New Delhi
A 22-year-old woman bat-
ling drug addiction who fled
her adoptive uncle's home
and later escaped a chil-
dren's shelter was found in

-southwest Delhi's Baprola

Vihar, police said on Satur-
day.

"The womian, who was 16 at
the time of her disappear-
ance in 2018, had studied up
to class 4. Her parents died
about 10 vears ago, and his
undle (Tau) adopted her, an
officer said, The family lived
in a slum. The officer said
that the woman missed her
parents and also fell into
bad company, leading toan
addiction to marijuana.

= ot

"The victim had gone
missing on December 12,
2018, and 2 lddnapping case
under Section 363 of the
1PC was registered at the
Dabri Police Station," a po-
lice officer said.

A reward of Rs 20,000
had been decared for in-
formation leading to her
whereabouts, he said.

She was discovered but
later again disappeared, this
time with a minor, from a
children's home.

The officer said the girl
worked as a housemaid in
various parts of Delhi while
she was missing. On January
8, the police traced the sec-
ond missing girl.

Your ADVANCE TAXis an INVESTMENT

For your today
and their tomorrow

Your Advance Tax builds the nation

Pay your 4" instalment of Advance Tax by

15" March, 2025

business/ profession are notliable to pay.

Due Date

Taxpayers liable to pay Advance Tax Mode of Payment

» Any assessee, including salaried employee, whose
tax liability for the financial year as reduced by the tax
deducted/ collected at source is 310,000/~ or more.

» Resident Senior Citizen not having income from

» e-payment is mandatory for all Corporates and also
those assessees whose accounts are required to be
audited u/s 44 AB of the Income-taxAct, 1961.

» e-payment is convenient for other taxpayers also as it

ensures correct credit.

Amount

Income Tax Department

Central Board of Direct Taxes

For more information, please visit: www.incometax.gov.in

@

]

Q @income Taxtndia [ @income Tax India Official

cbe 15401/13/0021/2425

For more information
scan QR Code




OPINION

By Prof. Ripudaman Singh

According to the Indi-
an Employment Report
2024 released by the
International  Labour
Organization (1.L.O.) and
Institute of Human De-
velopment (LH.D.), the
employment situation
in India is grim. About
90 percent of the work-
ers in the country are
working in the informal
sector. There is a need
to implement employ-
ment-oriented schemes
to reduce unemploy-
ment. The culture of
distributing free perks
will not help in reducing
unemployment.

l

By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

Unhealthy eating hab-
its, increased consump-
tion of highly processed
foods, refined sugars,
and greasy fast food are
major factors in rising
obesity rates. The fast-
food trend in Indian cities
has particularly affected
the urban middle-class
population, resulting in
increased obesity levels,
High prices of protein,
dairy, and fruits cause
many low-income fam-
ilies to turn to cheap,
high-carbohydrate diets
such as rice and wheat.
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Employment Scenario in India

nemployment
is an important
macro-economic

indicator of any econo-
my, which indicates how
much percentage of the
population is employa-
ble and is actively look-
ing for jobs, but is not
getting any job oppor-
tunities. Unemployment

economy, and is affect-
ed by multiple mac-
ro-economic factors of
the economy. India has
also seen many phases
of high unemployment
due to international and
domestic reasons. The
global financial crisis in
2007-08, the COVID-19
pandemie, the Russia
Ukraine war and the
US-China trade war are
some of the global eco-
nomie factors that have
greatly affected the Indi-
an economy, in the last
few decades. Unemploy-
ment has been one of
the most common issues
for countries around the
world.

According to the In-
dia Employment Report
2024, released by the
International  Labour
Organization (ILO) and
Institute of Human De-
velopment (IHD), 83%
of India’s unemployed
work force are youths,
and the percentage of
youths with secondary
or higher education
among the total unem-
ployed youth is set to
almost  doubled from
35.2% in 2000 to 65.7%
in 2022. A study by
Chief Economic Advisor
V. Anantha N an

ployment situation in
the country, continued
to be i growth

for sustainable devel-
opment ﬂnd removal of

of non-agricultur:
tors, and the abi
these sectors to provide
employment by taking
workers out of agricul-
ture has emerged. It is
also true that before
2018, non- farm em-
ployment has grown at
a higher rate than farm
employment, and labour
from agriculture has
been absorbed mainly
by the construction and
service sectors.
Additionally,  about
90% of workers in In-
dia work in the informal
sector, while the share of
the regular sector, which
was increasing contin-
uously smce 2000, has
been since

states, that youth em-
ph))ment and underem-
Be oyment have increased

tween 2000 and 2019,
but employment has
decreased during the
pandemic. According to
him, educated youths in
the country have faced
much higher levels of
unemployment  during
this period.

According to the In-
dia Employment Report
2024, India’s employ-
ment scenario has seen
some contradictory de-
velopments in labour
market indicators over
the past two decades,
while the basic long-
term feature of the em-

2018. People working in
the informal sector have
insecure livelihoods and
no wage protection.

What is worse is that
contractualisation has
increased in the country.
Only a small percentage
is employed in the regu-
lar sector, and only those
workers are covered by
long-term contracts.

The question is how
to create productive

in ru-
ral India The academic

busy in projecting the
eniployment-unemploy-
ment scenario on the
basis of published data.
Therefore, the educat-
ed youth is extremely
worried about his un-
certain future. In India
seeing the indifference
of capitalists in invest-
ing in rural areas and
the limitations of cap-
ital investment by the
government, only a low
capital-intensive  but
efficient local process
can create respectable
job opportunities on a
permanent basis for the
educated unemployed
youth in the rural econo-
my. Permanent employ-
ment opportunities can
be created through col-
lective entrepreneurship
structure.
Unemployment is
increasing among the
highly educated youth
in urban areas. Most of
the unemployed edu-
cated youth do not want
to work below their
level and are getting
depressed in anticipa-
tion of good quality job.

an
ment oppommme< in
India. Despite various
employment  schemes
of the government, tll
now, adequate measures
do not seem to be taken

Young d women
are also struggling with
unemployment and are
forced to work in tempo-
rary jobs at very low sal-
aries to earn a livelihood.
The informal sector does

not guarantee safety of

women at the workplace.
That is why most of the
working women suffer
from a feeling of inse-

Due to increas-
ing social inequalities,
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes are
still not able to make
their mark in better jobs.
Due to economic need,
these castes participate
more in work but are en-
gaged in more low paid,
temporary casual wage
work, and informal em-
ployment.

The unemployment
rate in the country has
been a cause of concern
over the years, and the
quality of jobs and aver-
age wages have declined
for most of the people.
Currently only 7% - 8%
of the work force is em-
ployed in the organized
sector, the rest, who are
employed in the unor-
ganized sector, have no
security of the service,
pension benefits, and
additional  retirement
perks. In addition, the
upper class has become
many times richer and
the lower class is re-
duced to receive free
ration only. 1% of the
population earns 12% of
the national income (not
wealth which is far more
skwed) and the bottom
50% earns only 22%.

Between 2008 and
2019, the unemploy-
ment rate in India was

stable and remained be-
tween 5.3% 4%. But
the onset of COVID-19
increased the unemploy-
ment rate to 8%. Due to
high inflation, the un-
employment rate in the
country has increased
from 6% in 202110 9.2%
in June 2024. To deal
with the rising unem-
ployment rate, the gov-
ernment needs policy
reforms and incentives
that can increase the
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Distributing free “ration
and providing money to
people through other at-
tractive schemes will not
help in reducing unem-
ployment.

In fact, given the chal-
lenge of unemployment,
there is a need to consid-
er the demand and sup-
ply drivers of the labour
market. However, in the
last budget presented by
the government in 2024,
employment and skill
development were giv-
en priority to increase
employment opportu
ties. The Finance Min-
ister had announced
the Prime Minister’s
package of five schemes
to provide employment
and internship oppor-
tunities for 4.1 crore
youth over a period of
five years with a central
outlay of two lakh crores,
But surprisingly, the Fi-
nance Minister has not
made any mention of
the said packages of the
Prime Minister in the
budget speech present-
ed on February 1, 2025.
It is expected that soon
the government will
take other important
measures to reduce un-
employment along with
the said packages.

About the Author

(The author isa
Professor of economics
and former regional
higher education officer)
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Changing lifestyles invite obesity

ndia has seen an
Ialarming rise in obe-

sity, with reports
indicating that 24% of
men and 25% of wom-
en are now overweight
or obese. Worryingly,
obesl among children

ged 5-9 years has dou-
b]ed in the last decade.
Factors such as urbani-
zation, dietary changes,
sedentary habits, and
environmental influ-
ences are fueling this
trend. A comprehensive
approach is needed to
tackle this issue. The
percentage  of  over-
weight and obese wom-
en increased from 20.6%
to 24%, while for men
it has increased from
18.9% to 22.9%. Moreo-
ver, obesity rates among
children under 5 years
of age have increased
from 2.1% to 3.4%, and
the trend is even worse
among older children.
The World Obesity At-
las 2022 estimates that
by 2030, 10.81% of chil-
dren aged 5-9 years and
6.23% of children aged
10-19 years will be obese.
A study by The Lancet
Regional Health South-
east Asia shows that
about 40% of women
and 12% of men in India
suffer from abdominal
obesity. Genetic factors
contribute to the ten-
dency to accumulate
fat in the abdominal re-
gion, increasing the risk
of metabolic disorders.
While obesity is primar-
ily an urban problem, it
is increasingly affecting
the rural population due
to changes in lifestyle

and dietary habits. Cur-
rvently, 60% of deaths
in India are caused by
non-communicable dis-
eases, which are further
aggravated by obesity
and an inactive lifestyle.
Unhealthy eating
habits, increased con-
sumption of highly pro-
cessed foods, refined
sugars, and greasy fast
food are major factors
in the rising rates of
obesity. The fast-food
trend in Indian cities
has particularly af-
fected the urban mid-
dle-class  population,
resulting in increased
obesity levels. High
prices of protein, dairy,
and fruits cause many
low-income fami-
lies to turn to cheap,
high-carbohydrate
diets such as rice and
wheat. The Public Dis-
tribution System (PDS)
supplies mainly staple
cereals, which lack nu-
trient-rich foods essen-
tial for a balanced diet.
Sedentary office l]obs,
along with digital en-
tertainment and long
working hours, leave
little time for physi-
cal activity, leadin,
weight gain. According
to a study by Lancet
Global Health, 50%
of Indians do not do
enough physical ac-
tivity, which is a sig-
nificant factor in the
obesity cpidemic. Lack
of awareness about
nutrition and exercise
leads to poor lifestyle
choices, especially
in the lower-income
groups and rural areas.

Many Indian families
mistakenly assume be-
ing overweight is a sign
of good health, thereby
delaying necessary in-
terventions for obesity.
essive marketing
processed  foods,
sugary beverages, and
fast food greatly influ-
ences  dictary  choic-
s, especially among
children. Social media
promotions and celeb-
rity endorsements fur-
ther promote junk food
consumption  among
youth. The expansion
of urban areas, along
with the prevalence of
digital entertainment
and remote working,
has led to a decline in
overall physical activity
levels. Traffic conges-
tion and pollution pre-
vent outdoor exercise,
leading to a greater
reliance on sedentar
mdooxkactniltl S, ﬁ
arks, playgrounds,
anc{) pedem ian-friend-
ly areas makes it diffi-
cult to engage in ﬁhys-
ical activities such as
walking and cycling.
Poor urban planning
and lack of cycling in-
frastructure ~ compli-
cate active commuting,
ludmg to higher obe-
s rates. Additionall
HO lution-related in®
ammation  increases
the risk of metabolic
disorders, which can
lead to weight gain. Re-
search has shown a link
between high pollution
levels in Indian cities
and the accumulation
of visceral fat and an
increase in obesity. The

uncontrolled  expan-
sion of fast-food chains
and processed food
markets, especially in
urban centers, has led
to unhealthy options
becoming more acces-
sible than fresh pro-
duce.

Addressing  obesity
is an urgent priority.
We should consider
imposing higher taxes
on sugary beverages
and  ultra-processed
foods while providing
subsidies for health-
ier food choices. For
example, Mexico's
sugar tax resulted in a
12% reduction in soft
drink  consumption,
indicating its effective-
ness in tackling obe-
sity. Additionally, it is
essential to introduce
mandatory gh) ysical ed-
ucation a nutrition
education programs in
schools and workplac-
es. Japan’s ‘Shokuiku®
initiative has success-
fully reduced childhood
obesity rates by em-
phasizing a balanced
diet. Creating pedes-
trian-friendly ~ streets,
cycle paths, and safe
public parks can en-
courage daily physical
activity. The Nether-
lands™ urban cycling
approach has shown
a reduction in obes
rates throngh active
commuting. Clear (ood
labeling on packaged
goods is also impor-
tant to help consumers
make informed die-
tary decisions. Chile’s
front-of-pack warning
labels on high-sugar

and high-fat foods have
successfully  reduced
junk food consumption
among children.

National campaigns
promoting  balanced
diets, regular exercise,
and reduced sugar in-
take are important to
changing consumer be-
havior. Initiatives such
as the Fit India Move-
ment and Eat Right
India Abhiyaan aim to
promote healthy life-
style choices among the
population. A healthy
nation is indeed a pros-
perous nation. To effec-
tively tackle obesity, we
need a compr chensive
strategy that strength-
ens public health poli-
cies, encourages nutri-
tious eating, integrates
physical education,
and ensures that ur-
ban planning supports
active living. Expand-
ing initiatives such as
the Poshan Abhiyaan
and Eat Right India
with  community-driv-
en, technology-enabled
solutions will lead to
lasting change.

About the Author

(Dr. Satyawan Saurabh,
Poet, freelance journalist
and columnist)
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BY SUVEEN KUMAR

COUNSELLING

The feeling of bcmg
heard is touching
fecling of being ic
and being accepted is
soothing, the feeling
of bcmﬁ hczud being
accepted and being
supported is moving.
Counselling is one of
the best jobs you can
take, where you can
hear the unheard, you
can belong to the dban-
doned, give some hope
to hopeless, help focus
to distracted, motivate
to demotivated, repair
the broken, melt the
frozen, and soften the
hardened. Counselling
is one the best job you
can take where you can
turn tears into smiles
and make them forget
their pain for a while.
Accepted, that counsel-
ling 1s not a permanent
solution for a problem
but there is no per-
manent problem any-
way. Counselling is a
feeling of being there
when they need the
most, counselling is a
tcclmﬂ of doing care
when thcy need it the
most, counselling is a
fecling of open share
when they need it
the most. When
you put a smile
back on some-
one’s face you
put a life back
mn some-
one’s heart.

When you counsel, you
listen “with love, and
you support with care.
Counselling is not judg-
ing but it is analysing,
counselling is not moti-
vating but itis directing,
counselling is not giv-
ing the advice but help-
ing them choose one’s
choice. Everybody
needs counselling but
not every time, every-
body should do coun-
selling but not to every-
one, everybody should
learn counselling but
not from anyone.

It is human for a coun-
sellor to get attached
with counsclee by one
way or other but it is
important for a coun-
sellor to recover from
that attachment, it is
human for a counsel-
lor to feel the emotions
strongly but it is impor-
tant for the counsellor
not to express them, it
is human for a counsel-
lor to judge the coun-
selee but it is import
for them not to convict
them with the judge-
ment.

Moral: For a coun-
sellor,  counselling
shouldn’t be ajob of
his_life but coun-
selling should be

y,  alife of his job.
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Planned deadlocks in assemblies Parliament
not good for democratic values: OM Birla

Jaipur

ok Sabha Speaker

Om Birla on Satur-

day said that con-

sensus and dis-

agreement are the strengths

of democracy, and planned

deadlocks in assemblies and

Parliament are not good for
democratic values.

Birla was addressing pub-
lic representatives atthe -
augural event of the 'Con-
stitution Club of Rajasthan’
here.

The event was boycotted
by Congress leaders, who
said that the inauguration of
the club had been done by
the former Congress gov-
emment and that the re-in-
auguration wasa wrongtra-
dition.

"Consensus and disagree-
ment are the strengths of
demperacy. Sometimes,
planned deadlocks in as-
semblies and Parliament are
seen, which are not good
for democratic values. Leg-
islative institutions are the
centers of discussion and
dialogue to ensure account-
ability to the public,” Birla

said.
He added that the Consti-
tation of India is not just a

Jathedars' removal
seems to be act of
vengeance says
Punjab CM Mann
Chandigarh
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Satur-
day condemned the dis-
missals of the Akal Takht
and the Takht Sri Kesgarh
Sahib jathedars, saying it
seemed to be anact of "bad-
lakhori",

Healso blamed the Akali
leadership for the uncere-
monious removal of the
two jathedars (head
priests).

The Akal Takht in Am-
ritsar ‘and the Takht Sri
Kesgarh Sahib in Anandpur
Sahib of Rupanagar dis-
trictare two of the five seats
of temporal authority in
Sikhism.

Mann's reaction came a
day after the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), the or-
ganisation responsible for
the management of gurd-
waras, removed Giani
Raghbir Singh from the
postof Akal Takhit jathedar
and Giani Sultan Singh as
jathedar of the Takht Sri
Kesgarh Sahib.

The SGPC has appointed
Sikhscholar Giani Kuldeep
Singh Gadgaj as the new
jathedar of Takht Sri
Kesgarh Sahib. He will ad-
ditionally serve as theacting
jathedarof Akal Takht — the
highest temporal seat of
Sikhs - until an appoint-
ment is made,

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Mannsaid, "Thisisa
religious matter. What
should have happened is
that politics (should) learn
from religion. But what is
happening is that politics is
teaching religion.”

Speuking on the sidelines
ofan event, Mann also de-
manded holding general
elections to the SGPC.

Referring to Shiromani
Akali Dalleaders, mcluding
Sukhbir Singh Badal, the
chief minister said, "You
accepted all your mistakes
and even undertook
“tankhah (veligious punish-
ment)’. Now, vou say 'we
will remove the jathedars'.
1t seems an act of bad-
lakhori (vengeance)."

In a statement later,
Mann said the development
had bruised the psyche of
the entire Sikh community
and added it would never
forgive the Akali leader-
ship.

The trend of "picking and
removing" jathedars from
the pocket of these "reject-
edleaders” reflects the sor-
rystateof affairs, he added.

The Akalis had indulged
in"theatries by apologisi

compilation of laws but a
guide for the whole world.

He emphasised that there
should be meaningful dia-
logue and healthy debate in

shape to new ideas for the
development of the state.
"Also, the library, audito-
rium, and other facilities in
the club will prove helpful in
i ing their efficiency,”

an

"Personal allegations and
counter-allegations, as well
as deliberately ereated de
locks, are against the basic
spirit of democracy,” he said.

The Lok Sabha speaker
expressed hope that the Con-
stitution Chib would become:
a platform for meaningful
discussion.

Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma said that at the club,
MLAs would be able to share
their experiences and give

he said.

He said that this club
would beeome a center for
social ‘and cultural activi-
t

Sharma added that world-
class facilities had been de-
veloped in the club, making
itamodern and useful cen-
ter.

"It will provide space for
present and former mem-
bers of the Legislative As-
sembly, where they can dis-

cuss among themselves; con-
template policies. and es-
tablish dialogue with intel-
lectuals from various fields of
society,” he said. He men-
tioned that the club is open
notonlyto MLAs butalso to
the officers of the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly Secre-
tanat, distinguished citizens,
and individuals recognised
at thenational and interna-
tional levels.

Rajasthan  Assembly
Speaker Vasudev Devnani
said that Rajasthan is the
first state where a Constitu-
tion Club has been built for
MLAs and former MLAs.

"This club will also in-
spire public representatives
from other states, Tt is anm-
portant medium for public
representatives to exchange
ideas, foster mutual cooper-
ation, and promote dialogue
between different sections of
o he said.

Devnani added that the
¢lub, equipped with ultra-
modern facilities, has be-
come even more useful due
to its proximity to the As-
sembly building and MLA
residences.

The speaker said that the
club wouldalso play arole in

bringing about positive
change in society.

y joining the club, pub-
lic representatives will main-
tain physical health, as well
as promote mental fresh-
ness and social bonding.
This club will prove to bean
important place to share the
experiences of democracy,”
he said.

The Lok Sabha Speaker
and Rajasthan chief minister
also released the coffee table
book “One Year of Innova-
tions of Rajasthan Legisla-
tive Assembly Speaker Va-
sudev Devnani,” published
by the Rajasthan Legisla-
tive Assembly.

The book includes the in-
novations made by Devnani
during his one-year tenure
as Speaker of the Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly.

Prominent among these
innovations are all-party
meetings, a paperless hause,
digitisation of the Legislative
Assembly, and a printed di-
ary according to the Indian
New Year.

TUnion Minister of State
for Agriculture Bhagirath
Chandhary was also present
atthe inanguration ceremo-
ny.

Digitalization proving to be a power
booster in export promotion: Dr. Ajay Sahai

Akash Jain

Agra

The Central Government is
making a strong push to
boost India's exports, and
exporters are at the heart of
thisinitintive. Dr. Ajay Sahai,
Director General and CEO of
the Federation of Indian Ex-
port Organizations (FIEO),
highlighted this during the
Agra Export Condave &
Open House Meet. Organ-
ized by the FIEO Uttar
Pradesh Chapter, the event
took place on Friday at Ho-
tel Lemon Tree and saw the
participation of key industry
figures and government of-
ficials.

The conclave commenced
with the ceremonial light-
ing of the lamp by Dr. Sahai,
accompanied by RK. Soni,
Director at the Ministry of
Commerce, Governnient of
India; Tripti Mahatre, Gen-
eral Manager of Exim Bank
of India (Mumbai); Gopal
Gupta, FIEO Managing
Committee Member; Puran
Dawar, President of F-MEC;
Rajat Asthana, President of
the Handicrafts Exporters
Association; Daljit Singh,
Founder President of F-
MEC; and Alok Srivastava,
Assistant Director of FIEO.

In his weleome addres
Gopal Gupta emphasized
Agra's growing export sector,

L4 k.
revealing that the district
recorded exports worth
7,000 crore in the past year.
He stressed the importance
of interactive platforms like
the conclave in fostering col-
laberation between the gov-
emment and exporters to
further enhance export per-
formance,

Dr. Saha, in his keynote
speech, noted the impres-
sive growth of India’s export
sector, attributing it to gov-
ernment paolicies, a skilled
workforce, and a diverse
range of products and seryv-
ices. However, he also point-
ed out global challenges such
s geopol l tensions, sup-
ply chain disruption
creasing logistics costs, and
protectionist tracde policies,
which pose hurdles for ex-
porters. He underlined the
role of digitalization in over-
coming these challenges,
stating that e-commerce, dig-

Punjab CM flags off seventh
batch of school principals
for training in Singapore

Chandigarh
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Satur-
day flagged off the seventh
bateh of 36 school principals

for their training in Singa-
pore.
Mann said that it is a red-

letter day in the history of
the state as this will go a
long way in imparting qual-
ity education to the stu-
dents.

He said the well trained
staff has helped in enhane-
ing the rate of admissions in
government schools of the
state, adding that Punjab is
witnessing education revo-
lution across the state as the
state government has laid
major thrust on it.

Now, teachers and prin-
cipals are focusing only on
education as for all the rest
of the work, the required
staff has been recruited by
the state government, he
said. Mann said on the In-
ternational Women's Dayit
is heartening to know that
most of the principals going

for their sins", he said.

abroad are women.

He said knowledge shar-
ing will help in acquainting
teachers and principals
about best learning prac-
tices across the globe.

Mann said the expertise
of principals will help in
grooming the students of
government schools well
thereby enabling them to be
an active partner in socio-
economic progress of the
state.

He expressed hope that
students will learn a lot
from the upgraded skills of
these principals, thereby
ensuring that they are able
to compete well with their
convent educated peers.

These principals would
share their expertise with
the students and their col-
leagues thereby giving much
needed impetus to the edu-
cation sector, he said.

Meanwhile, Mann ex-
tended good wishes to the
Indian cricket team for the
upcoming final match of
Champions Trophy 2025
slated to be held on Sunday
in Dubai.
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ital payments. and data an-
alyties can open new mat-
kets, improve effidency, and
reduce costs.

Addressing the concerns of
exporters, Dr. Sahai identi-
fied tariff wars, rising trans-
portation costs, labor and
environmental regulations,
and a lack of incentives for
research and development as
key challenges, He, howevs
emphasized India’s advan-
tages. including RuPay in-
voicing and' local currency
trade, which provide a com-
petitive edge. He also men-
tioned the establishment of
digital export hubs aimed at
resolving supply-side chal-
lenges.

Tripti Mahatre, General
Manager at Exim Bank.
elaborated on various
schemes available to support
exporters, while Puran
Dawar, President of F-MEC,
underscored the importance

ofexports in driving Indi
economic growth. He point-
ed out that India’s export
performance is steadily im-
proving, with Uttar Pradesh
playing a erucial role. The
government, he added, is
implementing policy re-
forms with the vision of
achieving a $5 trillion econ-
omy. with Uttar Pradesh
contributing $1 trillion to
this goal.

Speaking on government
initiatives, R.K. Soni, Joint
Director General of Foreign
Trade, detailed schemes un-
derthe Foreign Trade Poli-
cy and the District Export
Hub initiative, which aims to
expand market access and
provide branding support.
He engaged with exporters,
addressing their queries and
concerns. Alok Srivastava,
Assistant Director of FIEO,
providad insights into export
processes, documentation,
customs procedures, and
available facilities for ex-
porters. He also highlighted
India’s Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs) with Switzer-
land, Norway, Iceland, and
Liechtenstein (India-EFTA),
signed on March 10, 2024.
He noted that ongoing FTA
negotiations with Kurope,
the UK, and Canada would
further open new trade op-
portunities.

2 centres to be set up for students to
share business ideas Punjab CM: Mann

Amritsar

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Saturday said
his government will set up
two "brainstorming centres”
in Amritsar and Mohali for
students to share their busi-
nessideas on the lines of the
"Speakers' Platform” in Mu-
nich, Germany.

Addressing a gathering
here, Mann said the state
government has already in-

able contributions to the so-
ciety.

He said his government
has made concerted efforts
for empowering women.

Mann said the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) has 11

ered about people and their
problems, Mann alleged.

He announced that Pun-
jaby will be the first state in
the country to recruit
women as the fire-fighting
staff.

troduced the "

Blasters" initiative at the|
school level for idea-sharing
and thatatotal amount of Rs
11 erore has been disbursed
to students.

The motive is to provide|
platforms for brainstorming
to students so that new busi-
ness ideas prop up, he said.
On the same lines, the state|
government is going foset up
"brainstorming centres” for|
new business ideas in Am-
ritsar and SAS Nagar (Mo~
hali), an official release quot-
ed Mann as saying,
ding his best wishes
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to women on International
‘Waomen's Day, Mann quoted
a Gurbani verse and said the
Sikh gurus always held
women in high esteem.

He expressed concern over|
female foeticide, which is
still prevalent in the society.

Mann said women have,
excelled in every walk of life
and emerged asrol del
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SUCCESS,

They have made their par-
ents, the society and the state
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of men, he said.

Replying to a student's
query about introducing
technology in the state, the
chief minister said his gov-
ernment is already integrat-
ing artificial intelligence (AT}
acrass various sectors.

He said the state govern-
ment has introduced AT in
policing, agriculiure, finance
and other fields to ensute of-
ficiency and transparency.

Encouraging students to
embrace the digital era.
Mann said this is the era of]|
digitalisation and Punjab is|
moving forward with a vision
to become a leader in tech-
nological imnovations.

He said the main focus of|
his government is on pro-
viding employment-oriented
education and developing
skills that align: with the de-
mands of the modemn world.

Mann underlined the im-
portance of skill develop-
ment, adding that education
should not be confined just
1o degrees, rather it should
beabout acquiring skills that
make one employable and)

A

[Nate: 1. The compiete information along with tender document of abowe E-
Tenders shall be avallable on Website www.ireps.gov.in 21 days prior 1o the|
| date of opening of the tender 2. Bids other than In the form of E-Bids shall not be |
a against above tenders. Far this plrpose. vendors are required to gel|
themselves registared with IREPS website along with Digftal Signature
Ceriificale. 3. In case of any dificully helpdesk avallabia on the website o]
IREPS may b approached

ORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

Open

E-Tender Notice No.: IRTMTC/202426106 Date: 05.03.2025

Principal, Indian Rallways Track Machines Training Centre, P.O.

Subgdargany, Allahabad, for and an benall of Presidant of |ndia, Invites

the E-tendars for the following works up to 15:00 hrs on 28.03.2025. The
details of the tenderare as under:-

[Name of work: Houseksaping (cleaning, & sanltation, carpanicy. plumbing,

IRTMTCIPRYJ by ient workars,

& supply and use of consumables as per scope of work and Special
Conditiotis of Cantrast for two years:

Tender ApproxCost | Eamest Costof
No. ofwork Monay Tandsr Form
IRTMIC-20242505 | T20015657.52 | 226010000 |  20.00

Completion period: 24 months. Note: 1. The camplele nfarmation af
ahove E-Tenders is available on website www.ireps.gov.in up 1o 15:00
rs. of the due dats of tender closing, 2: Bids other than E-Bids shall not
be acteptid agalnst above tenders. For this purpose, vandors are
reciilred 1o get themseives reglstered with IREPS websitz along with
Digital Signature Cerlifjcate issund by CGA under IT Act-2000. 3, Rales
enterad into Financial Rate page and duly signed digitally shall be
considered. Rates and any other financial nilty in any other form/ietter
head if attached by vendors shall be straightway ighored and shall not be
considsred, 4. Documen biing altached should be signed by the
tenderer an Its body, 5. This tender nollce has slso been uploaded on
www.nenindian_railways.gov.in_only for wide publiclty. 6. Tander
Document Gost & EMD should be deposited through nst banking or
payment gateway only. 7. In case of any difficulty helpdesk availablo on
the wabsito of IREPS may be approachied. 8. Relovant provisions of GST
actllaws/ruissiguidalines will be applicable. 433125 FA

[ North central railways - [ ] @CPRONCR B www.ncrindianrailways.govin

capable of contributing to
the society.

Describing women as "cre-
ators”, the chief minister|
hailed them for their invalu-

Women play crucial role in

progress of society:

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Minister
aby Singh Saini on Sat-
urday said women play the
most crucial role in the
progress of anysociety, and
when women progress, they
uplift  their famili
strengthen society, and drive

the nation's growth.

He was addressing a
state-level "Mahila Samman
Samaroh’ organised on the
oceasion of International
Women's Day in Panchkula,
said an official release.

Saini said mothers, sis-
ters, and daughters of the
nation will contribute great-
Iyto Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's vision of a de-
veloped India by 2047.

‘While extending his greet-
ings on the occasion, Saini
announced several key ini-
tiatives for women's wel-
fare, including an increase in
the leave granted to women
employees on special days.

Saini announced thatreg-
ular female government em-
ployees in Haryana will now

B

receive 25 annual leaves in-
stead of 20.

Similarly, women em-
ployees deployed underthe
Haryana Kaushal Rozgar
Nigam (HKRN) were previ-
ously entitled to 10 annual
leaves, but now they will
receive one additional leave
every month, increasing
their total leaye entitlement
to 22 days per year.

Saini also announced that
women in Haryana will be
provided interest-free loans
of up to Rs 1 lakh to estab-
lish dairy units.

He said that under the
Mahila Kirshi Virdhi Yo-
jana, the government is
committed to providing in-
terest-free Joans to women
from farming families for
activities such as livestock
rearing, beekeeping, pouliry

CM Saini

¥

farming, dairy farming, and
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TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF

NTERCITY EXPRESS UPTO GWALIOR
For the of rail y
have decided to extend the service of Train No.
14212/14211 New Delhi - Agra Cantt. Intercity
Express upto Gwalior on temporary basis. Train No.
14212 New Delhi - Agra Cantt. Intercity Express will
terminate at Gwalior and Train No. 14211 Agra Cantt.
- New Delhi Intercity Express will originate from
Gwalior from 13.03.2025 to 17.03.2025 as per details
mentioned below :-

Exiension of Train No. 14212/14211

New Deilhi - Ayra Cantt. - New Dell
Intercity Express unto Gwalior

e r - | || Train No. 14212 Train No. 14211
;:1:; agricultural enter. e I STATIONS IWT
Saini virtaallyi — [1740 ¥ New Delhi 1000 | —
ed 44 new Anga licen- | |[.21:30] 21:35 Agra Cantt. 03:40 | 05:45
tresacross thestate and laid | || 22:23[ 22:25 Dholpur Jn. 02:10 | 02:12
the foundation stone for Bal 23:03 | 2305 Marena 0130 | 01:32
Bhavan in Charkhi DadriHe 2345 - Gwalior dn. - | 01:00

tals to enhance governance
and welfare services --the
Domestic Violence Com-
plaint Registration and
Monitoring portal to stream-
line reporting and tr;
of domestic violence cases,
the MIS Portal for Aapki
Beti-Hamari Beti to improve
the scheme's implementa-
tion, and the Supplementary
Nutrition programme (SNP)
Demand and Supply portal
to ensure efficient monitor-
ing of nutritional supple-
ment distribution.

Temporary stoppage for one minute of train no.
12279/80 New Delhi-Virangana Lakshmibai Jhansi
(Daily), 18237/38 Korba-Amritsar (Daily), 18477/78 Puri-
Yog Nagari Rishikesh (Daily) and 14211/12 Agra Cantt.-
New Delhi Intercity Express (daily), will be provided
from 29.03.2025 to 06.04.2025 at Ajhai Station.
For detailed information, please call RailMadad Helpline
No. 139 or visit enquiry website: www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

Visit RailMadad website:-

www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in

Download RallMadad app.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Always at your service

Pleass join
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My dream isto help
India win World Cup”:
Indlia all-rounder

Sayali Satghare

Ajaraie nets double as NorthEast
United FC breeze past East Bengal FC

Shillong (Meghalaya)
orthEast  United FC
(NEUFC) defeated East
Bengal FC (EBFC) by 4-0at
the Jawaharlal Nehm

Stadium in Shillong in the Indian
Super League (ISL) 2024-25 tonight.
The Highlanders thus bagged their
1oth win of the league season,
wrapping up their 24 games and
earming 38 points before embarking on
their playoffs journey. This was the
eighth match where NorthEast United
FC seored three or more goals this
season and also got their first-ever ISL
win in Shilleng, ISL.

East Bengal FC had limited chances
coming their way in the first half, but
Cleiton Silva did give NorthEast
United FC a moment of scare through
a probing free-kick in the 22nd
minute. With the team earning a
chance at a pronising spot on the left
flank, Silva swerved in a telling
delivery that resulted in the ball
Ianding over the crossbar.

NorthEast United FC retaliated by
moving gradually up the left wing
through Alaaeddine Ajaraie, who
lobbed in a cross for Nestor Albiach in
the 32nd minute. Nestor made a
robust effort at hitting the target with
an aerial effort, but the shot was kept
off limits by the East Bengal FC
guaﬂ;m_pcl Debjn Majumder.

Ajaraie back-heeled a pass for the
onrushing Tondonba Singh on the
left flank, followed by the latter drilling

‘
inacross for Nestor at the centre of the
18-yard box. Nestor met the lateral ball
with thorough finesse and slotted it
into the bottom right corner with his
left foot to break the deadlock in the
59th minute.

The Highlanders (NEUFC) rode on
this hrief wave in their favour as
Nestor played a key role in shaping up
a dynamive offensive sequence froma

Shubman Gill Gill outlines role,
his "hallmark" batting approach,

Dubai

Tndia's vice-captain Shubman Gill
opened up about his experience serv-
ing as skipper Rohit Sharma's deputy,
his approach with the bat when hesteps
upon the field, and the way the Dubai
surface could behave in Sunday's
Champians Trophy final against New
Zealand.

“The number one-ranked ODI batter

expectations from Dubai surface

forget to do simple things under pres-
sure, so 1 try to remind them of our
plans," he added.

Since his promotion, Gill has natched
up his performances with the bat. Dur-
ing the buildup to the Champions Tro-
phy, Gill top-scared in the three ODIs
againgt England, with awhopping 250
runs to his name.

He began his € hampmm Trophy

with an century

hasbeen thriving ac dl spectrums
of the format since being promoted to
vice-captainey for the ongoing marquee
event.

With his in the decision-

against Bangladesh and topped it up by
initiating India's recovery with a-com-
posed 46(52).

making hierarchy, Gill's respensibility
isn't limited to piling up runs on the
board butalso to overseeing and bear-
ing the responsibility of the events un-
folding om the field.

Ahead of the final, Gill Thuminated his
journey as vice-captain and the new re-
sponsibilitiesand challenges that have
come along in the next chapterof his ¢a-
reer.

“You get tolearn a lot. When you are
with the team as a player, obviously you
have a responsibility as a batsman, as
afielder, but when an added responsi-
bilityis given to you, it's very i

Gill 1l 1 his mantra of réact-
ing to the situation, not pre-meditating,
and tuking calculated risks, which is the
"hallmark" of his game.

“Thonestly don't really think about
that Tneed to take more risks, or Ineed
10 take less risk. It's about me being in
my zane and taking calculated risks,
and T think that is the hallmark of my
game I take risks at the right point
when I feel the bowler is under pres-
sure, and most of my betting is in-
stinctive. Idon't pre-plan. [ don't play
any shots which are pre-planned,” he
said.

“Isee and I see when is

h

forme to know how the other players
are feeling on the field if they are
thinking the right way. We have alotof
young players in the team. So, just like
Twas talking about experienced play-

ers and young players, because expe-

rienced players have done the same
thingso many times, and they'se made
mistakes too," Gill told reporters ahead
of llm final on Sunday.

'So, my role is, at that time, when
there is a young fast bowler or 4 young
spinnerin our team, when there s pres-

sure on them, whether they are think-

ing right or not. You can be successful

or fail in thinking, but the probability
of you being successful increases if
you think right. So that is myrole in the
team. Whenever the bowler is under
pressure, T have to talk to them and ask
about their plans. And sometimes we

the right time to put the bowler under
pressure. Obviously, when you are
playing on the wicket, you kind of
have an idea what kind of total you're
looking to make on that wicket. And
then you add 15, 20 runs to give that ex-
‘tra cushion to the bowlers. And that's
what I think of when Im batting,” he
added. With the final set to be played
in Dubai, Gill expects the pitch to be-
Thave the same way asithas since thebe-
ginning of the tournament. A 300-
plus score remains clusive, while spin-
ners are expected to have their say in the
wicket-taking column.

“Idon't think the wicket is going to
behaveany differently. We haven't re-
ally seen a 300 score here as yet, and 1
think, irrespective of the weather, the
wicket is going to be similar to what
we've been playing on.

corner kick. Guillermo Fernandez
curled ina right-footed inward curling
cross for Mucarton Nickson that was
hammered on target. Debjit made a
quick first save before Ajaraie lapped
upon the rebound and nestled it into
the bottom left corner amid a crowded
box to double the lead in the 66th
minute,

Ajaraie took over a dazzling role

thereafter, with East Bengal FC
conceding him plenty of space to
work his footwork around in the
defensive third, The free-flowing
forward looked to breach into the
opposition's box from the left side and
sprinted near the six-yard box.
Tanmay Das fouled Ajaraie, and the
striker stepped up to take over the
spot-kick duties, using his right foot to
dispateh the ball into the bottorn right
corner in the 79th minute. Das was
sent off after another foul in the 84th
minute, handing the Highlanders a
numerical advantage in the final phase
of the encounter,

NorthEast United FC did not relent
on offensive pressure and kept
pushing forward, thereby earning s

to peg East Bengal FC back further in
the game. One such corner kick in the
86th minute resulted in the
Highlanders grappling to discover
another goal before Mohammed Ali
Bemammer pounced upon a loose
ball and settled it into the bottom right
corner to find his team’s fourth goal of
the night, propelling them to finish
their league stage on 4 positive note.

Alaaeddine Ajaraie completed 17
out of 21 attempted passes. scoring
twice, creating four goal-scoring
chances, and making four crosses.

NorthEast United FC are set to
feature in the playoffs now, whereas
East Bengal FC's ISL campaign draws
to an end with this mateh.

Kolkata Knight Riders
appoints Ottis Gibson
as assistant coach

Kolkata
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) an-
nounced Ottis Gibson as assistant
coachahead of the 2025 Indian Premier
League (IPL), according to a release
from KKR.

Aformer fastbowler from Barbados
Thimself, with over 650 first-class wick-
etsto his name, Ottis represented West
Indies in both Tests and ODIs from
1995-1999 before embarking on his
journeyasacoach. He comes with ex-
tensive experience, having had two
stints as bowling coach of the England
Cricket Team - from 2007-10 and
again from 2015-17.

He served as head coachof the West
Indies from 2010-14. During his tenure,
the team won s first ICC World T20
title, in 2012 in Sri Lanka. He wenton
to become head coach of the South
African team from 2017-2019 and has
since held several coaching positions
across the T20 franchise cireuit.

Ottis joins a strong support staff
unit at KKR, comprising mentor
Dwayne Bravo, head coach Chan-
drakant Pandit, bowling coach Bharat
Arun, spin-howling coach Carl Crowe
and others.

Last year in November, he was the
coach of Ajman Bolts in the Abu Dhabi
T10 League.

The Kolkata Knight Riders will kick
off their IPL 2025 campaign against the
Royai Challengers Bengaluru on March

Shami is very good, hope Rohit scores century
in Champions Trophy final: Deep Dasgupta

Kolkata (West Bengal}

As Indin prepares to take on New
Zealand in the 1CC Champions Trophy
final in Dubai on Sunday, former In-
dia cricketer Deep Dasgupta shared his
thoughts on two key players—captain
Rohit Sharma and pacer Mohammed
Sharni.

Rohit has not been at his best re-
cently. However, Dasgupta remains
hopeful that the Indian skipper will de-
fiver a big innings in the final.

"Rohit is known for double hun-
dreds. His playing nature has changed,
and so has the team's approach. We
definitely hope that instead of scores
f30-40, hewill get 130, 0r 140 but the
way he is playing, it is mpumnt for
him to continue in that manner,” Das-
gupta told ANL

"What about Shami? I mean, listen-
-just look at the record. Nobody has a
better record than him in ODIs. So,
leave him as he is. Heisvery good,” he
said.

India are undefeated in the tourna-
mentso far and the Kiwis havelooked
rock solid with bat and ball under
Mitchell Santner’s captaincy.

The clash promises to be an epicse-
guelto the 2000 ICC Champions Tro-
phy final, which New Zealand won.
Men in Blue would like to avenge
losses to the Blackeaps inthe 2019 10C
Cricket Warld Cup semifinal and 2021
ICC Word Test Chs i ip final

ing 249 Tuns from their 50 overs and
ing New Zealand to 205 runs all

out in the 46th over, While there's been
alotoffocus on spin bowlers stepping
upin the UAE, it was Matt Henrywho
starred with the ball for the Black
Caps, clainiing 5/42 off eight overs, in
an innings where Shreyas Iver top-
scored for India with a 79 off o8 balls.
Kane Williamson fought valiantly for
the Kiwis with an 81 (120 balls), but
cauldn't find supportin themiddle or-
der. India's spinners combined for
nine wickets, led by 'secret weapon'
Varun Chakaravarthy, taking 5/42 - co-

India claimed last week's contest
against the Kiwis by 44 nuns, afterpost-

Shubman Gill
dismisses
retirement talks
about Rohit Sharma

Dubai
Ahead of the ICC Champions Trophy
final against New
India opener Shubman Gill made it
clmr that there hﬂw hmn no rh.sc\ls»
t Rohit Sh ]

within the team. Aﬂdr\*&mng the me-
dia in the pre-match press conference,
Gill emphasized that the entire squad,
including the skipper, is salely focused
on the erucial final.

Dismissing speculation, Gill stated
that no conversations regarding Ro-
hit's future had taken place in the
dressing room or with him personal -
Ty,

"No discussion in the dressing room
orwith me—even Rohit bhai would be
thinking abaut the Champions Traphy
final, like all of us. So, nothing like that
now," he said,

According to Gill, Rohit might make
a decision after the final: "I think once
the match ends tomorrow, he will
make a decision. There is no talk
about it within the setup.”

identally the exact figures as Hen-
ry for the Kiwis - in what was just the
33-year-old leg-spinner’s second One

Day International.

Squads:

India Squad: Rohit Sharma (c),
Shubman ‘Gill, Virat Kohli, Shrevas
Iyer, Axar Patel, KL Rahul(w), Hardik
Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja, Harshit
Rana, Mohammed Shami, Kuldeep
Yadav, Rishabh Pant, Washington
Sundar, Varun Chakravarthy, Ar-
shdeep Singh.

New Zealand Squad: Will Young,
Devon Conway, Kane Williamson,
Rachin Ravindra, Tom Latham(w),
Glenn Phillips, Michael Bracewell,

Mitchell Santner (¢), Matt Henry, Kyle
Jamieson, William O'Rourke, Daryl
Mitchell, Nathan Smith, Mark Chap-

man, Jacob Duffy.

22 at the iconic Eden Gardens,
KKR squad for IPL 2025¢
-Batters: Rinku Singh (retained),
Rovman Powell, Angkrish Raghuvan-
shi, Manish Pandey, Luvnith Sisodia,
Ajinkya Rahane.

-Wicketkeepers: Quinton de Kock,
Rahmanullah Gurbaz.

-Allrounders: Venkatesh Iver (pace),
Andre Russell (pace; retained), Sunil
Narine (spin; retained), Ramandeep
Singh (pace: retained), Anukul Roy
(spin), Moeen Al (spin).

-Spinners: Varun Chakravarthy (re-
tained), Mavank Markande.

Harshit Rana (re-
tained), Vaibhay Arora, Anrich Nortje,
Spencer Johnson, Umran Malik.

"Player of the
Match, would go for
an all-rounder..."
Ravi Shastri

Dubai

Ahead of the ICC Champions Trophy
final between India and New Zealand
in Dubai, former head coach Ravi
Shastri made some predictions, say-
ing that the Player of Match will like-
Iy goto an all-tounder and players like
Virat Kohli, Kane Williamson and
Rachin Ravindra could play a crucial
role in the match,

India will play New Zealand in the
final of the ICC Champions Trophy on
March g at the Dubai International
Stadium. India is undefeated in the
tournament so far, and the Kiwis
have looked rock solid with bat and
ball under Mitchell Santner's cap-
tainey.

The clagh promises to be an epicse-
quel to the 2000 ICC Champions
Trophy final, which New Zealand
won. Men in Blue would like to avenge
losses to the Blackeaps in the 2016 1CC
Cricket World Cup semifinal and
2021 ICC World Test Championship
final.

Shastri joined host Sanjana Gane-
san and made his predictions.

“Player of the Match, Twould go for
an all-rounder. Il say Axar Patel or
Ravitudra Jadeja from India. From
New Zealand, I think that Glenn
Phillips has something up, He might
just show flashes of brilliance in the
field.

Mumbai Indians sign Corbin Bosch as
replacement for 'injured’ Lizaad Williams

Mumbai (Maharashtra)
Mumbai Indians have decided to
pick South African all-rounder Corbin
Bosch as a replacement for injured
right-arm seamer Lizaad Williams for
the upcoming season of the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2025,

"South African fast howler Lizaad
Williams is ruled out of the upeom-
ing TATA [PL 2025 due toan injury,
and Mumbai Indians have signed
This compatriot Corbin Bosch as hisre-
placement,” IPL said in a release.

Bosch is yet to make his IPL debut
and has previously been a part of Ra-
jasthan Royals as a reserve player in
2022, coming inas a replacement for
Austral than Coulter-Nile.

The 30-year-old is familiar with the
MI franchise, considering he was a
part of their title-winning SA20 side,
MI Cape Town, in February earlier
this year.

He scythed 11 scalps in seven in-
nings at an economy rate of 8.68 i m
MICT's journey to the franchise's
maiden SA20 title. Bosch will rtlmk
with his national and SA20 team-

mate Ryan Rickelton at Mumbai In-
dians.

Notably, Bosch was a diamond
pick by Peshawar Zalmi for the Pak-
istan Super League 2025 draft, held
in ry. With the PSL set to be
played in an April-May window,
L]ilah]l!g with the IPL, Bosch will
need to forgo his stint in Pakistan.

Overall, the experienced all-
rounder has featured in 86 T20s, tak-

-
ing 59 wickets at an economy rate of
8.38 and amassing 663 runs at a
strike rate of 113.33.

The five-time PL champions re-
tained their 'Fab Four’ by shelling out
a hefty amount. Along with Hardik
Pandya, Rohit Sharma, Tilak Varma,
and Suryakumar Yaday, Bumrah was
among the five players retained by the
Mumbai-based franchise ahead of
[PL 2025.
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China extends
repayment
period of USD
2 billion loan
to Pakistan by

one year

__ Tslamabad:

China extended the repay-
ment period of Pakistan’s
USD 2 billion loan by one

TOP STORY, DELHI, SUNDAY 09, MARCH 2025

South Korea's impeached President
Yoon released from prison

Speaclled conserva-
tive President Yoon
Suk Yeol was released
from prison on Saturday,
a day after a Seoul court

year, easing fthe
Internation; Monetary
Fund on the dollar-deficit
country.

The loan was original-
ly due for repayment on
March 24, but China has
agreed to extend the dead-
line, providing Pakistan
with erucial financial relief.

Geo News quoted the
Ministry of Finance as

confirming the roll over by
Chma adding that this ex-
tension comes as Pakistan
faces economic challenges,
including pressure on for-
eign exchange reserves.

Around 92 per cent of
Pakistan’s external debt
is owed by three major
sources, including multi-
laten] and hilateral credi-
tors as well as through in-
ternational bonds. Among
the bilateral creditors, Chi-
na ison the top keeping in
view the total external debt
and liabilities.

Meanwhile, the cash-
stra countryisseeking
a fresh loan tranche from
the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF), with the
‘Washington-based  lend-
er’s team currently in Paki-
stan for negotiations.

Tslamabad secured the
USD 7 billion Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) last
summer to help claw its
way out of an economic
cmm

has

programme
gla\ed a key role in sta-
ilising Pakistan’s econo-
my and the government
has said the country is on
course for a long-term re-
covery.

BUSINESS

lled his arrest to al-
low him to stand trial for
rebellion without being
detained.

After walking out of
a detention centre near
Seoul, Yoon waved,
clenched his fists and
bowed deeply to his sup-
porters who were shout-
ing his name and waving
South Korean and US
flags. Yoon climbed into
a bldcl\ van headed to his
presidential residence in
Seoul.

In a statement distrib-
uted by hislawyers, Yoon
said that he “appreciates
the courage and deci-
sion by the Seoul Central
District Court to correct
illegali in an appar-
ent reference to legal
disputes over his arrest.
He said he also thanks
his supporters and asked
those who are on hunger

strike against his im-
peachment to end it.
Yoon was arrested and
indicted by prosecutors
in January over his De-
cember 3 martial law
decree that plunged the
country into huge polit-
ical turmoil. The libera
opposition-controlled
Ndllolﬂl Assembly sep-

pension from office.

The  Constitutional
Court has been delib-
erating whether to for-

mally dismiss or rein-
state Yoon. If the court
upholds his impeach-
menl, a national elec-
tion will be held to find
his suceessor within two
months.

The Seoul Central
District Court said Fri-
day it accepted Yoon's
request to be released
from prison, citing the
need to address ques-
tions over the legality
of the investigations on
the president. Yoon's
lawyers have accused

the investigative agen-
cy that detained him
before his formal arrest
of lacking legal author-
ity to probe rebellion
charges.
The Seoul court also
said the legal period of
his formal arrest ex-
>d before he was in-
di

cled.
Yoon's release came
after prosecutors de-
cided not to appeal the
decision by lﬂe Seoul
court. South Korean
law allows prosecutors

Activists vandalise Trump
golf resort over his comments
on emptying out Gaza

London:
Pro-Palestinian activ-
ists said Saturday they

In a statement dis-
tributed by his law-
yers, Yoon said that
he “appreciates the
and deci:

have vandalised one of
US  President Donald
Trump's golf resorts in
Scotland in response to
his proposal to empty the
Gaza Strip of its Palestini-

by the Seoul Central
District Court to cor-
rect illegality,” in an
apparent reference
to legal disputes over

his arrest.

to continue to hold a
suspect while pursuing
an appeal, even after
his or her arrest is can-
celed by a court.

The main liberal oppo-
sition Democratic Party,
which led Yoon's Dec.
14 impeachment, lashed
out at the prosecutors'
decision, calling them
“henchmen” of Yoon, a
former prosecutor gen-
eral. Party spokesperson
Cho Seung-rae urged the
Constitutional Court to
dismiss Yoon as soon as

possible to avoid further
publlc unrest and anxi-
ety.

an Jation.

Activists targeted
Trump's Turnberry golf
course and hotel in south-
west Scotland overnight,
painting “Gaza Is Not For
Sale” in giant letters on
the lawn and using red
spray paint on the club
house's exterior wall.

The group Palestine
Action said it “rejects
Donald Trump's treat-
ment of Gaza as though
it were his property to
dispose of as he likes”.

“Tomake that clear, we
have shown him that his
own property is not safe
from acts of resistance,”
itsaid in a statement.

Police Scotland said
it received a report
of damage to the golf
course in the early hours
of Saturday, and that in-
quiries are ongoing.

The future of Gaza is
uncertain as the first

phase of a ceasefire that
paused the 15-month
war between Israel and
Hamas ended with no
clarity on what would
come next because the
agreement's second
Elmse has not yet been
ammered out.

Meanwhile,  Trump
has called for Gaza's
population to be reset-
tled elsewhere perma-
nently so that the United
States can take over the
territory and develop it
for others. Palestinians
have roundly rejected
calls to leave.

Turnberry is one of 10
courses on the rotation
to host the British Open,
the oldest of the four
major championships in
men's golf.

However, it hasn't
staged the event since
Trump  bought  the
course in 2014 and ren-
ovated several holes.

In November, Martin
Slumbers, who at that
time was the chief ex-
ecutive of British Open
organiser the R&A, said
there were no immedi-
ate plans for the event to
return to Turnberry.

Activists open abortion centre in front of Polish parliament on Women's Day

Warsa
olish abortion rights
activists opened a centre
across from the parlia-
ment building in War-
saw on Saturday where
women can go to have
abortions with pills, ei-
ther alone or with other
women.

Opening the centre on
International Women's
Day across from the leg-
islature was a symbolic
challenge to authorities
in the traditionally Ro-
man Catholic nation,
which has one of Eu-
rope's most restrictive

abortion laws.

A small but loud group
of protesters demon-
strated  outside the
“Abotak” centre as activ-

ists gathered inside for
its inauguration. They
blasted loud sounds of
babies' cries and held
huge, gruesome posters.

“We will never allow
people to kill Polish chil-
dren on demand,” said
one of the anti-abor-
tion protesters, Marek
Krawezyk, as he held a
rosary high. “We warn
all Polish politicians not
to introduce disgraceful
decisions.”

The abortion rights
activists with Abortion
Dream Team had private
security guards standing
at the door, while police
also formed a barrier be-
tween protesters and the
centre.

“We

came here to

claim the space and to
remind you in your face
that women have abor-
tions in Poland and we
are not going to wait
for your empty promis-
es,” one of the activists,
Kinga Jelinska said, a
message directed at
the country's politi-
cians. She wore a mint
green sweatshirt with
the words “abortion is
normal.”

Jelinska said it was the
first stationary abortion
centre in Poland, but
that centres like it have
been founded in Lat-

in American countries
with restrictive laws like
Mexico and Argentina.

She and her colleagues
said that it will be a safe
place for women who
prefer not to have abor-
tions alone in their
bathrooms at home.
Women can show up
for advice, or to have
abortions together, or
in a space alone.

Asked if the centre
would provide the pills
themselves,  Jelinska
said that was between
the activists and the
women who need abor-

tions.

One of the a Is
who launched the centre
is Justyna Wydrzynska,
who was found guilty by
a court in 2023 of ab
ting an abortion. ’Ilnl
ruling was recently an-
nulled and a retrial was
ordered.

The organisation has
been trying to destig-
matise abortion in a
society where they say
abortions are common,
most carried out by
women at home with
pills, but abortion re-
mains a taboo topic.

India's Shipping
Ministry Targets 150
Projects by 2025

New Delhi:
Shipping Minister Sar-
nda Sonowal has
reviewed undergoing
projects of the ports
ministry worth USD 2
trillion, and set a target,
after consulting with
experts, to complete at
least 150 projects by
September 2025, an of-
ficial statement said on
Saturday.

The Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Water-
ways (MoPSW) organ-
ised a h«o d(\w ‘Chintan

Shi rinagar
on to evaluate,
reset, discover and ap-
ply solutions to unlock
the potential of the Blue
Economy of India.

The statement said
the event focused on
strengthening  India's
shipbuilding and repair
capabilities,  improv-
in% financial and digital

utions for maritime
infrastructure and push-
ing for a greener and
more ';ustmmblc ship-
ping industry.

Emphasis was laid on

achieving targets set out
in Maritime Amrit Kaal
Vision (MAKV) 2047, it
added.

"A total of 150 ini-
tiatives/projects ~ were
identified for comple-
tion within the next six
months, with a dead-
line set for September
6, 2025," the statement

said.

According to  the
statement, Sonowal
reemphasised  India's

vision to be among the

India looks for good trade

agreement with US: Sitharaman

New Delhi:
inance  Minister
Nirmala ~ Sithara-

man on Saturday
said India is looking for
a "good" trade agree-
ment with the US to pro-
mote economic growth
and ensure smooth sup-
ply chains.
She also said that
amid a growing glob-
al tariff war, India will
have to move "smartly”
to guard against possi-

top 5 shipbuilding na-
tions by 2047, with an
additional shipbuilding
capacity of 4 million
Gross Registered Ton-
nag,e (GRT).

He also directed the
formulation of suitable
policies and
velopment  initiatives
while encouraging col-
laboration with state
governments.

Bharat Contain-
er Shipping Line will
be established under
the Shipping Corpora-
tion of India (SCI), the
statement said.

o
Z

ble dump of goods
from countries that are
facing higher US tariffs.
At the same time, India
will protect the interests
of domestic industries
that rely on affordable
imports.

"In a broad sense, I
think, both sides should
have ambition for a good
treaty, and nobody can
fault that. Particularly
for India, when you are
looking at Viksit Bharat,
vou need to have good
traction. Everybody is
concerned about ~ the
growth numbers," she

said at The Economic
Times Awards.

The minister said that
a lot more steps are re-
quired to strengthen the
country's exports across
the board, wherever
there is potential.

"So, Iam sure the com-
merce minister (Piyush
Goyal) is quite seized of
this, and he would take
this (trade) agreement to
meet the ambitions that

we have in terms of pro-
moting growth, in terms
of ensuring that our
supply chains are intact
and smooth and flowing
well, and therefore, that
would guide his negof
ations, 1 would thin
Sitharaman said.

India and the US are
negotiating a bilateral
trade agreement, with
an aim to double trade
to USD 500 billion by

2030. After a week-long
visit, Goyal on Saturday
returned from Washing-
ton after holding trade
talks with his US coun-
terparts.

Over the concern that
due to the US tariffs,
there is a possibility of
dumping of goods in
the country, Sitharaman
said: "When such chanc-
es exist, we will have to
guard ourselves against

it. But, how smartly do
we do that?..We need
to be smart about these
sorts of things".

Among  stakeholders,
there are sections that
opt for complete stop-
page of dumped goods
and some sections prefer
a calibrated approach to
it, she addec

"So, the government's
task is to make sure that
we plan for it and bal-
ance everybody's inter-
ests,"” the minister said.

A]read_\»' various sec-
tors like steel have
approached the gov-

ernment to impose safe-
guard duties to protect
them against the in-
crease in imports from
countries, such as China,
which have huge inven-
tories.

When asked about the
guiding principles that
India needs to follow
while negotiating free
trade ts, she

IIFL Finance
Launches
Seven All
Women
‘Shakti’
Branches on
Women'’s Day

TIFL Finance, one of In-
dia’s largest non-banking
financial companies, has
launched seven gold-loan
branches exclusively run
by women employees
across the Delhi Nation-
al Capital Region (NCR)
and Mumbai Metropoli-
tan Region (MMR). This
pioneering initiative, un-
veiled on Women's Day,
marks a first in the gold-
loan industry and un-
derscores ITFL Finance's
commitment to empow-
ering women in financial

services.
Branded as ‘Shakti’
branches, the new outlets
celebrate the strength
and resilience of wom-
en who drive social and
economic change in their
iti These

said: "The first principle
is to put India's interest
first".

Sun-days Co Unveils Luxurious Eyewear Destination at Omaxe Chowk, Chandni Chowk

New Delhi:_
Sun-days Co is thrilled
to announce the grand
openingofitslatest desti-
nation at Omaxe Chowk,
Chandni Chowk—a per-
fect blend of luxury and
style. Offering a careful-
ly curated selection of
over 60 renowned global
eyewear brands, Sun-
days Co brings together
the best in sunglasses,
from timeless icons like
Ray-Ban, Prada, and
Gucei to contemporary
trends from Kuboraum
and Philipp Plein. It's
the ultimate destination
for evewear enthusiasts
seeking a balance of el-
egance and cutting-edge

esign.
Nestled in the heart of

NOW AT

OMAXE MALL

Delhi in Omaxe Chow

Sun-days Co finds its

3 i
ideal home in a space

that embodies luxu-

ry and sopl
Omaxe Chowk

Just a slmppmg center—
it's an experience, built
to offer a world-class
ambiance and premi-
um services. The mall's
contemporary  design,
stunning  architecture,
and exceptional brand
selection make it the
best place for fash-
ion-forward consumers
to explore a curated
shopping  experience,
making it a perfect fit
for Sun-days Co’s luxu-
rious eyewear offerings.

To celebrate its open-
ing, Sun-days Co is
hosting an  exclusive
event featuring celeb
ty Garima Jain, known
for her remarkable
work in television and
film. The event prom-

ises to offer an unfor-
gettable  experience,
showeasing the future
of fashion-forward eye-
wear in a chic, vaca-
tion-like atmosphere.

The vision behind
Sun-days Co comes from
Devansh Binani, the dy-
namic fourth-generation
Director of Himalaya
Optical, with a lega-
cy spanning 85 years
in the evewear indus-
try. His leadership en-
sures that Sun-days Co
blends rich heritage
with the latest in eye-
wear technology, bring-
ing unparalleled luxury
and style to Delhi.

In addition to a range
of high-fashion sun-
glasses, Sun-days Co

also offers prescription
sunglasses that com-
ticality with
sophisticated style.
The store also features
an exclusive collection
of sports sunglasses
from leading brands
like Maui Jim and Oak-
ley, ensuring superior
protection and perfor-
mance for athletes and
outdoor enthusiasts.

Visit Sun-days Co at
Omaxe Chowk, Chand-
ni Chowk, and immerse
yourself in a world
where Tuxury eyewear
meets an extraordinary
shopping experience.
Step into the world of
Sun-days Co and dis-
cover your perfect pair
of sunglasses today!

branches will cater to all
rrowers  while offer-
ing special benefits and
financial literacy pro-
grams tailored for female
entrepreneurs.

Abhiram Bhattachar-
jee, President and Chief
Operating Officer at ITFL
Finance, “A quarter of
IIFL. Finance's custom-
ers are women, mostly
from unbanked and un-
derbanked  segments.
Additionally, we have
a significant number of
women employees at the
branch level. Through
these women-centric ini-
tiatives, we aim to foster
financial  independence
and create a more inclu-
sive business ecosystem.”

For A Gontae
01199941




Being the new Kapoor on
the block a double-edged
sword: Zahan Kapoor

New Dethi
ahan Kapoor, who
recently starred in
the critically ac-
claimed web series
"Black Warrant”, on Satur-
day said being the newest ac-
tor from the Kapoor film
family has both its advan-
tages and disadvantages.

Being the new Kapoor on
the block a double-edged
sword: Zahan Kapoor

Being the new Kapoor on
the block a double-edged
sword: Zahan Kapoor

The actor, who is the
grandson of the legendary ac-
tor and producer Shashi
Kapoor, was speaking at a
session onthe second day of
the India Today Conclave
2025 here.

“Being the new Kapoor on
theblock isa commonsource
ofintrigue fora lotof people.
It's interesting, It's bath an
advantage and a disadvan-
tage. Adouble-edged sword.

"There is pressure and ex-
pectation, yet there i

han said.
The 32-year-old actorsaid
belung,mg to a film family

"It's subjective. Imn only
speak furm_wel.f Twas given
some opportunities and ac-
cess, but not everything,. It
was difficult for me to navi-
gate these expectations.

"All 1 knew was that 1
wanted to be a part of this
magical world of telling sto-

in certain ways. Thankfully,
I'm happy to say that my
parents ensured T wasn't car-
rying that weight on my
shoulders and taught me to
be diligent with my own
work. Things arein my hands
and in how I show up," Za-

ries, to serve itin the best way
I can. And I like learning; 1
really do. I'mvery nerdylike
that. 8o I'm reading, learning,
talking to people, watching
rehearsals and films. T am
fascinated and trying to re-
Bect onlife around us, s0 so-
ciety questions that."
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Kiran Rao recalls her cameo
in 'Dil Chahta Hai', says she
was roped in as an "extra"

Mumbai

ndian filmmaker Ki-
ran Rao, best known
for directing ‘Dhobi
Ghat' and 'Laapataa
Ladies', recently revealed
an interesting anecdote
from her early daysin the

film industry.
Befure she started work-

on Illms like Lagaan and
Swades, Kiran made a
cameo in the 2001 hit film
Dil Chahta Hai, which
starred her ex-husband
and actors Aamir Khan,
Saif Ali Khan, and Ak-
shaye Khanna in lead
roles.

Kiran made a blink-and-

you-miss-it appearance in
the film, where the three
lead actors are waiting at
a hotel. In the scene, the
filmmaker, with her shoul-
der-length curly hair, can
be seen entering with two
friends, wearing a printed
blue halter top and a yel-
low sarong. In a recent
conversation with ANI, Ki-
ran recalled how she un-
expectedly landed the role
and shared that she was
initially responsible for
casting extras for the Goa
schedule of the film. How-
ever, when they were short
on background actors, her
friends pushed her to step
.

"This is thanks to my
friends Arjun Bhasin,
Reema Kagti, and Zoya
Akhtar, who were all, most
annoyingly. leading the
set. I was actually casting
the extras for Dil Chahta
Hai for the Goa schedule.
And every time they felt
short of an extra, they
were like, "Kiran, just wear
this costume and walk,""
she chuckled as she re-
called the incident.

"I was like, guys, I'm
the extras coordinator. I'm
the casting director of ex-
tras. And Arjun, who was
the costume designer, put
me in this, and Lwas like,
‘Whatis this, Arjun? With

this, like literally, )uur
sending me out nang;
she added.

She explained that Ar-
Jjun convinced her by say-
ing, "It's a beach, and no-
hody else is willing to wear
it, so come on, you go!"

After 'Dil Chahta Hai',
Kiran worked as an assis-
tant director on 'Lagaan',
where Aamir Khan played
avillage boy who takes on
the British in a cricket
match, She later married
Aamir Khan in 2005 and
made her directorial debut
with Dhobi Ghat in 2011.
She recently returned to
directing with 'Laapataa
Ladies'.

Shahid Kapoor, Kareena's friendly hug at
ITFA press conference breaks the internet

e

Jaipur
ollywood fans were
in for a surprise at
the TIFA 2025 press
conference in
Jaipur on Saturday, as for-
mer co-stars and ex-lovers
Kareena Kapoor and Shahid
Kapoor wete spotted sharing
a warm moment.

The two stars, who were
onee one of Bollywood's most
Inved couples, were seen hug-
ging and chatting as pa-
paraza captured the rare in-
teraction. Bebo and Shahid
wereina relationship in the
2000s and starred together
in several films, including
Fida, Chup Chup Ke, and
Jab We Met. Their on-screen
chemistry made them a fan
favorite; however, the two
parted ways just before Jab
We Met was filmed. Years
later, Kareena married Saif
Ali Khan and had two sons,

\Vhlll: Shahid tied the knot
with Mira Rajput and now
has a son and a daughter.

The o5th edition of ITFA is
set to take place on March 8
and g in Jaipur, Rajasthan.
The event will also feature a
special celebration of the
ioonic film Sholay on its 50th
anniversary, with an exclu-
sive screening at the famous
Raj Mandir Cinema. Leg-
endary MMA fighter and
combat sports trailblazer An-
thony Pettis will also make a
special appearance.

This year, the audience
will sée Kartik Aaryan as the
host of the ITFA Awards. Bol-
lywood star Kareena Kapoor
Khan is all set to attend the
as5th edition of TIFA as a per-
former this March, and she
will pay tribute to her grand-
father and legendary film-
maker Raj Kapoor at the
awards show.

Sonu Sood’s much-awaited Fateh is now
streaming excluswely on JioHotstar!

“handigarh
ftera successful bax
office run, Sonu
Sood’s much-await-
d directorial de-
but. Fateh, is now streaming
exclusively on JioHotstar.
This action-packed thriller
delves into the dark under-
belly of cvbercrime while de-
livering pulse-pounding s
quences that will keep audi-
ences hooked. Starring in
the titular role, Sonu Sood
leads an ensemble cast fea-
turing Naseeruddin Shah,
Jacqueline Fernandez, and
Vi Raaz in prominent
roles.

Directed by Sonu Sood,
produced by Sonali Sood and
Umesh KR Bansal under the
banner of Shakti Sagar Pro-
ductions and Zee Studios,
the film follows Fateh Singh
(Sonu Sood), dn ex-special

ops officer who has left his
past behind tolead a peace-
ful life in Punjab. However,
when a village girl, Nimrit
Kaur, falls prey to a ruthless
cvbercrime syndicate led by
Raza and Satya Prakash,
Fateh is forced to come out of
retirement. Teaniing up with

ethical hacker Khushi Shar-
ma (Jaqueline Fernandez),
he embrarks on an intense, ac-
tion-filled mission to dis-
mantle the cyber mafia and
rescue Nimrit, all while un-
covering the deep-rooted
dangers of the digital world.

Director and actor Sonu

Sood who is playing the titu-
lar role of Fateh said, "Step-
ping into direction while
playing Fateh was an in-
credible journey—both chal-
lenging and exciting. 've al-
ways had a deep love for ac-
tion, and it's amazing to see
how much my fans enjoy it
too. With Fateh, we wanted
1o take things to another ey-
el. It's not just about cyber-
ime; it's a high-energy, ac-
tion-packed ride. Balancing
acting and directing was def-
initely a learning experience,
constantly shifting between
performing in frant of the
camera and making creative
calls behind it. But having
such a fantastic team made it
allfeel effortless. Lean't wait
for everyone to watch it on
JioHotstar and feel the same
rush we did while bringing
this story to life.”

‘Washington

ctor Robert Pat-
tinson opened up
about his reaction
after watching a
horror film recently and
said that now his reaction is
not like before.

He admitted in a con-
versation with his'Mickey
17" director Bong Joon Ho
that he "used to watch alot
of mali\ dark stuff” when
he "was younger and just
think, like, 'Yeah, this is
cool,” “things have
changed,” reported People,

"Now, I'm too sensitive,”
he said. "It's strange -- you
would think it would go
the other way around: As
you get older, you become
less frightened of these.
But I can't watch horror
‘movies anymore."”

The actor shared that he
did get "frightened” re-
cently after watching a spe-
cific r movie before
meeting with its director
for something else,

"He'd done this horror
movie, and [ watched it,
and 1 kept thinking that
someone was breaking into
my house," Pattinson re-
called, not naming the di-

Robert Pattinson says he
got "frightened" after
watching a horror film

redior. “And o Tuas sitting
on my sofa with two
kitchen knives, waiting for
the person to come in."

He continued, "And then
1fell asleep with them ba-
sically in my neck on the
eouch. My girlfriend [Suki
Waterhouse] came in, and
she was like, 'What is hap-
pening?! Why do you have
two knives in your face and
you're sleeping?! reported
People.

"It was probably a squir-
rel,” Pattinson added of the
noise he heard.

‘While talking about an-
other thing that makes him
nervous, he mentioned that
he "was sweating so much”
‘when the day came for him
to film a dance sequence for
Die, My Love, hisupcorming
movie with Jennifer
Lawrence.

"I did this movie with
Lynne Ramsgy, and she's a
really good dancer, and
Jennifer Lawrence, really
good dancer,” he contin-
ued, referencing Die, My
Love. "And they just find it
so easy. and they're like
‘Just dance, it's just music
playing, just dance" re-
ported People.

"Shows struggle of father to fulfill his
daughter's dream": Abhishek Bachchan

Mumbai
allywood actor Ab-
hishek Bachchan
talked about his
film 'Be Happy, '

which portrays a beautiful fa-
ther-daughter bond.

Abhishek plays Shiv, a ded-
icated single father to his
lively and intelligent daugh-
ter, Dhara (Inayat Verma).
Dhara dreams of performing
on the country's higgest
dance reality show. Howev-
er, an unexpected crisis
threatens tocrush her dream,
leaving Shiv with a tough
choice,

To keep his daughter's
hopes alive, he embarks on
an extraordinary journey—
dn]lnn,mng fate, rediscover-
ing himself, and finding the
true meaning of happiness.

In a conversation with
ANT, he said, "Shiv is a
banker in Ooty, who stays
with his daughter Dhara. He
is awidower. Dhara wants to
participate in a dance com-
petition and go to Mumbai.
However, her father is reluc-
tant to send her away from
her. Later, he allows her to
go, and itshows the struggle
of afather to fulfill hisdaugh-
ter'sdream. There area num-
ber of movies that are made
ona mother putting all efforts
for their kids, but this film
shows the love of a father for
his daughter.”

The film stars Nora Fatehi,

Inayat Verma, Johny Lever
and Harleen Sethi.

Remo D'Souza directed
the dance drama. While talk-
ing about the project, he said,
" It's asimple story of a father
and daughter. The film shows
underwhat conditions he al-
Jows: his daughter to go to
Mumbai and what he faces
for her. We have seen many
films showing the bond of a
mother with her children;
this T have made from the
point of view of a father," said

Remo.

While praising Inayat, who
plays Dhara, Abhishek said,
"She is anota child artist but
a mature actor and comes
well prepared on sets, We
need not to put much effort
while working with her ."

The makers of the Ab-
hishek and Nora starter Be
Happy recently unveiled the
trailer. Packed with elements
of humour, bittersweet mo-
ments, dance, dreams, care,
and passion, the film shows

the emotional, loving, and
caring bond between & single
father and his passionate
daughter. It shows the dedi-
cation and passion of a
daughter for making her ca-
reer indance and how her fa-
theris initially reluctant but
later supports herin fulfilling
Ther dreams,

Taking to Instagram,
Prime Video dropped the
trailer of 'Be Happy' and
wrote in the caption, "Some-
times it takes two to achieve
a dream _.#BeHappyOn-
Prime, March 14"

"Playing Shivwas anemo-
tional journey, as he

Ahlushck Bachchan in a
statement.

"'Be Happy' is more than
just a movie; it's a powerful
testament to resilience--re-
minding us that the bravest
thing we can do is keep mov-
ing forward, even when life's
toughest moments try to hold
us back, much like in dance.
The film owes its heart and
soul to Remo's vision and
expertise. His ability to weave
depth and emotion into every
stene is unparalleled, and T
believe the audience will feel
aprofound connection to the
story and its characters. I'm
looking forward to the movie
premiering on Prime Video
on March 14," he added.






