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Trump threatens new Russia

B After suspending U.S. aid to Kyiv, Trump warns of large-scale sanctions unless a ceasefire and peace
deal are reached, urging Russia and Ukraine to negotiate immediately.

Washington

S President Don-
ald Trump on
Friday threat-

ened new sanctions and
tariffs on Russia over
its bombardments of
Ukraine, after previous-
ly suspending US aid to
Kyiv in a stated bid to
encourage diplomacy.

His comments, pub-
lished on the Truth
Social platform, came
hours ~ after  Russia
launched a "massive"
drone and missile attack
on Ukrainian energy fa-
cilities Friday.

"Based on the fact
that Russia is absolute-
Iy 'pounding’ Ukraine on
the battlefield right now,
Tam strongly considering
large scale Banking Sanc-
tions, Sanctions, and Tar-
iffs on Russia until a Cease
Fire and FINAL SETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT ON
PEACE IS REACHED,"
Trump wrote.

"To  Russia  and
Ukraine, get to the table
right now, before it is
too late," he added.

A senior White House
official echoed this mes-
sage on Friday.

"President Trump is
adamant that we need

to get everybody to the
table, and we could do
that with carrots, and we
can do that with sticks,"
Kevin Hassett, director
of the president's Na-
tional E ic Council

from Kyiv, Washington
and Moscow on halt-
ing the war, now in its
fourth year.

The Ukrainian lead-
er cmd the first steps to
ing real peace

told reporters.

Ukraine's  President
Volodymyr Zelensky re-
newed calls for a mutual
halt to aerial attacks on
critical  infrastructure
following the latest the
Russian attack.

His proposal to halt
aerial bombardments on
energy facilities builds
on growing rhetoric

should be stopping both
Russian and Ukrainian
aerial and naval attacks.

"Ukraine is ready to go
the way of peace, and it
is Ukraine that wants
peace from the very first
second of this war. The
task is to force Russia to
stop the war," he wrote
in a post on social media.

Ukraine's allies abroad

Railways to set up permanent waiting zones
at 60 stations to ease passenger rush

Vaishnaw held on Fri-
day with a focus on im-
proving crowd control at
train and railways sta-
tions.

The Railway minister
in the meeting took key
decisions to enhance
safety and manage large
crowds effectivel
According to railway
officials, the decision
has been taken to es-
tablished ~ Permanent

waiting areas outside 60
stations that frequent-
ly experience heavy
crowds.

"These areas were suc-
cessfully used during
the 2024 festival season
at stations like Surat
Udhna, Patna, and New
Delhi. Similar measures
were also implemented
during the Mahakumbh
at nine locations in the
Prayag area, which re-
stricted passenger access
to the platforms until
trains arrived. However,
complete access control
will be enforced at these

HIGHLIG|

® Construction of new
wide foot-over-bridg-
es (FOBs), installation
of many cameras for
better crowd manage-
ment.

® War rooms will be set
up at major stations to
manage crowd situa-
tions with staff from all
departments.

60 stations,” an official
said.

Passengers with con-
firmed tickets will re-
ceive direct access to
platforms, while those
without tickets or on the
waiting list will wait in
the designated outside
areas. And unauthor-
ized entry points will be
sealed, the official added.

Aprat from this, It has
also been decided to
construct new wide foot-
over-bridges (FOBs)
measuring 12 meters
and 6 meters as they
CONTD ON PAGE-2

SC refuses stay on Adani's
Dharavi redevelopment pr01ect

New Delhi
he Supreme Court
Ton Friday refused
to order a status
quo on Dharavi redevel-
opment project in Mum-
bai.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar
sought responses from
the Maharashtra govern-
ment and Adani Proper-
ties Pvt Ltd, which was
awarded the tender for
the proJect on a pem]on

redevelopment of the
slums in Dharavi and
upheld  the tender
awarded to the Adani
Group for the project,
ruling there was no "ar-
bitrariness, unreasona-
bleness or perversity" in
the decision.

The high court in the
process dismissed the
plea of UAE-based Se-
clink Technologies Cor-
poration challenging the
state government's deci-
clun to award the mega

20, 2024 veldu.t of the
Bombay high court.

The high court had
cleared the decks for

redevel project
to Adani Properties Pvt
Ltd, which had made a
Rs 5,069-crore offer.
Seclmk Technologies

Corporation emerged as
the highest bidder for
the project first in 2018
with its Rs 7,200-crore
offer, but the tender was
later scrapped by the
government.

The Adani group had
emerged as the highest

ment project in the heart
of Mumbai and bagged it
with its Rs 5,069-crore

bidder for the 259-hec-
tare Dharavi redevelop-

.

.
have voiced support for
Zelensky's truce propos-
al and on Friday Turk-
ish leader Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, who recently
hosted the Ukrainian
leader, also gave it his
backing.

The Kremlin has previ-
ously ruled out a tempo-
rary ceasefire in Ukraine.
"We support the idea of
establishing a ceasefire
as soon as possible and
stopping attacks in the
air and at sea as a con-
fidence-building  meas-
ure between the parties,”

Erdogan told an online

meeting.

The Russian defence
ministry confirmed on
Friday 1t had carried out

"precision” strikes on en-

ergy facilities, claiming
they support the Ukrain-
ian military.

Russia is  "target-
ing facilities linked to
Ukraine's  military-in-
dustrial complex," Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin's spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said.

The Ukrainian air
force said it had de-
ployed French Mirage
fighter jets -- delivered
to Ukraine last month —-
for the first time to repel
the aerial onslaught.

The fighter jets along
with air-defence units
shot down 34 of the mis-
siles and 100 drones.

DTEK, the largest pri-
vate energy supplier in
Ukraine, said its facili-
ties in the Black Sea re-
gion of Odesa were tar-
geted for a fourth night
in arow.

And it said that gas fa-
cilities in the central Pol-
tava region had "ceased
operations” after being
struck in the overnight
attack.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

US SC rejects Tahawwur
Rana's plea against

SanCtlonS over Ukralne attaCkS extradition; fllesshone

London

umbai  terror
attack accused
Tahawwur

Rana has submitted a
renewed application to
Chief Justice John Rob-
erts seeking a stay of his
extradition to India after
the US Supreme Court
rejected his emergency
bid.

Rana, 64, a Canadian
national of Pakistani or-
igin, is currently lodged
in the Metropolitan De-
tention Center in Los
Angeles.

He had submitted an
'Emergency Application
For Stay Pending Litiga-
tion of Petition For Writ
of Iabeas Corpus' on
February 27 with Elena
Kagan, Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court of
the United States and
Circuit Justice for the
Ninth Circuit.

A note dated March 6
on the Supreme Court
website said that 'Appli-
cation denied by Justice
Kagan'.

Rana has now renewed
his 'Emergency Applica-
tion for Stay Pending
Litigation of Petition for
‘Writ of Habeas Corpus'
previously addressed to
Justice Kagan, and re-
quests that the renewed
application be directed
to Chief Justice Roberts,
according to the submis-

sion by Rana's lawyers
on Thursday posted on
the court's website.
In his emergency ap-
plication, Rana had
sought a stay of his ex-
tradition and surrender
to India pending litiga-
tion (including exhaus-
tion of all appeals) on
the merits of his Febru-
ary 13 petition.
In that petition, Rana
argued that his extra-
dition to India violates
United States law and
the United Nations Con-
vention Against Torture
'because there are sub-
stantial grounds for be-
lieving that, if extradited
to India, the petitioner
will be in danger of be-
ing subjected to torture'.
‘The likelihood of tor-
ture in this case is even
higher though as peti-
tioner faces acute risk
as a Muslim of Pakistani
origin charged in the
Mumbai attacks,' the ap-

plication said.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Duplicate voter [-cards issue to
be addressed in 3 months EC

New Delhi

Amid allegations of a
cover-up over duplicate
voter identity card num-
bers, the Election Com-
mission on Friday said
it will address the "dec-
ades-long" matter in the
next three months.

The Trinamool Con-
gress flagged the issue of
duplicate voter identity
card numbers in differ-
ent states and accused
the EC of a cover-up.

TMC  MP  Saket
Gokhale said the Elec-
tion Commission has
finally admitted and ac-
cepted their guilt that
duplicate Electoral Pho-
to Identity Card (EPIC)
numbers have been al-
lotted to multiple people.

"This is a scam and an-
swers must be given," he
posted on X.

In a statement, the
poll authority said In-
dia's electoral rolls are
the biggest database of
electors across the globe

offer in the 2022 tender
process.

The corporation
moved against the high
court decision.

While issuing notice
on its plea, the bench
directed Adani Prop-
erties Pvt Ltd to make
payments for the project
through a single bank
account,

After the bench issued
notice on the plea, sen-
ior advocate C Aryama
Sundaram  appearing
for Seclink Technolo-
gies Corporation urged
the court to order a sta-
tus quo.

Agency

with over 99 crore regis-
tered voters.

"As regards the issue
of duplicate Elector-
al Photo Identity Card
numbers, the Commis-
sion has already taken
cognisance of the matter.
Irrespective of an EPIC
number, an elector who
is linked to the electoral
roll of a parficular poll-

i
ing station can cast his
vote at that polling sta-
tion onl_v and nowhere
else," it asserted.

The poll authority said
it has now decided to
resolve this "long-pend-
ing issue" after detailed
discussions within the
technical teams and
concerned state chief
electoral officers in the

HIGHLIGHT

® The Trinamool Con-
gress flagged the is-
sue of duplicate voter
identity card numbers
in different states and
accused the EC of a
cover-up.

next three months by en-
suring a "unique nation-
al EPIC number” to the
existing electors having
a duplicate EPIC num-
ber. The new system will
be applicable for future
electors as well, it added.

Explaining the proce-
dure related to the up-
dation of electoral rolls,
the EC said at every
booth, political parties
also have the right to ap-
point booth-level agents
who have a right to ver-
ify the electoral roll of
the concerned booth and
raise a complaint for the
anomaly, if any.

Agency

India demands action against those
involved in Jaishankar's security breach

London

ndia on  Friday
Ipresﬂed the UK to

take action against
the pro-Khalistan ele-
ments involved in the
breach of External Af-
fairs Minister S Jais-
hankar's security in Lon-
don and said that the
incident reflected the "li-
cence” accorded to such
forces.

A pro-Khalistani pro-
tester attempted to
breach barricades, while
others shouted anti-In-
dia slogans as External
Affairs Minister S. Jais-
hankar left Chatham
House after concluding
an interactive session at
the institute on Wednes-
day evening.

"We have conveyed

our deep concern to the
UK authorities about
the breach of security

said.

"There is a larger con-
text to the incident. It
brings out both the li-
cence accorded to such
forces, as well as indif-
ference to their intim-
idation, threats, and
other actions aimed at
impeding our legitimate
diplomatic activities in
the UK," he said.

In a statement, the
Ministry of External
Affairs  (MEA) spokes-
person condemned the
provocative actions of
separatist and extremist
o s

ar by UK-
based separatist and ex-
tremist elements during
the external aﬂam min-
ister's visit," external
affairs ministr_\' spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal

that India deplores the
misuse of democratic
freedoms and expects
the host government to
uphold its diplomatic
obligations. Agency
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Trump threatens
new Russia
sanctions over

Ukraine attacks

CONT FROM PAGE-1

State gas company
Naftogaz also said its
production facilities had
been damaged, without
giving details.

Authorities in at least
five Ukrainian regions
said Russia had targeted
energy facilities.

The latest Russian
air assault came after
EU leaders, shaken by
the prospect of US dis-
engagement, agreed to
boost the bloc's defences.

US, Ukrainian officials
to meet

EU chiefs on Friday
briefed several NATO
partners -- including
Britain and Turkey --
about the outcome of
a meeting on defence
of the blac's leaders in
Brussels a day earlier.

"Our coaperation with

likeminded NATO part-
ners- is vital for inter-
national security. For
Ukraine. For stepping
up our joint efforts on
defence," Antonio Cos-
ta, who heads the body
representing EU mem-
ber states, said in a post
on X.
Washington said
talks with Kyiv were
back on track to se-
cure a ceasefire with
Moscow - after a pub-
lic falling out between
Trump and Zelensky
last Friday.

US and Ukrainian
officials were expect-
ed to nieet Tuesday in
Saudi Arabia, a sen-
ior Kyiv official said,
with Zeleniky voicing
hope for a "meaningful
meeting".

Zelenskyhlmselfwi]l
travel to Saudi Arabia
on Monday for talks
with Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman.
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International Women’s Day 2025: Empowering
Women and Girls for an Inclusive Future

TSN/New Delhi

s the world comes
together to cele-
brate Internation-

al Women's Day (TWD)
on March 8, the focus
remains on recogniz-
ing the achievements of
women across diverse
spheres. This  year’s
theme, “For ALL Wom-
en and Girls: Rights.
Equality. Empower-
ment.”, emphasizes the
need to foster an inclu-
sive future by unlocking
equal rights, power, and
opportunities for  all.
Special attention is be-
ing given to empowering
young women and ado—
lescent girls, recognizing
them as key drivers of

ange.

Women in Leadership
and Mental Well-being

The last two decades
have witnessed a surge
in the number of wom-
en in leadership posi-
tions across industries,
including  technology
and entrepreneurship.
IIowever. the constant
juggle between profes-
sional and

apoaor, Foun
sthal Well:

tion. “Delegating tasks
helps reduce overload,
and mindfulness tech-
niques such as medita-
non or deep breathmg
ly alle-

re-
sponsnh\hhes has often
led to increased stress
and burnout, making
mental well-being 4 cru-
cial aspeet of empower-
ment.

Dr. Jyoti Kapoor,
Founder-Director of
Manasthali ~ Wellness,
stressed the importance
of self-care for wom-
en naw%unng multiple
responsibilities. She
highlighted the role of
regular exercise, a bal-
anced diet, and quality
sleep in  maintaining
energy levels, while also
advocating for setting
boundaries at work and
home to prevent exhaus-

Railways to set up permanent
waiting zones at 60 stations to
ease passenger rush

CONTFROM PAGE-1

proved effective dur-
ing the Mahakumbh.
Additionally, many cam-
eras will be installed for
better crowd monitoring,
said the official.

"In the meeting, it has
decided to set up war
rooms at major stations
to manage crowd situa-
tions with staff from all
departments. New com-
munication ‘equipment,
including (ligir:all L{evicés
and systems, will also be
provided," said an offi-

cial.

To ensure the easy
identification of staff
during emergencies,
Railways will issue new
ID cards and uniforms
to staff engaged in
crowd management. A
senior station director
will oversee operations
at major stations, fa-
cilitating  quick deci-
sion-making related to
ticket sales based on
capdeity and available
trains, the official fur-
ther said.

US SC rejects Tahawwur
Rana's plea against
extradition; files fresh one

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The application also
said ‘that his ‘severe
medical conditions’ ren-
der extradition to Indian
detention facilities a 'de
facto' death sentence in
this case.

1t cited medical re-
cords from July 2024
that confirm Rana has
multiple ‘'acute and
life-threatening  diagno-
ses, including multiple
documented heart at-
tacks, Parkinson's dis-
ease with cognitive de-
cline, a mass suggestive
of bladder cancer, stage
3 chronic kidney disease,
and a history of chronic
asthma, and multiple
COVID-19 infections.

"Accordingly. petition-
er certainly has raised
a credible, if not com-
pelling, factual case
that there are indeed
substantial grounds for
believing he would be
in danger of torture if
surrendered to Indian
authorities.

‘Further, because of
his Muslim religion, his
Pakistani origin, his sta-
tus as a former member
of the Pakistani Army,
the relation of the puta-
tive charges to the 2008
Mumbai attacks, and
his chronic health con-

G part whibau e v iter

ditions he is even more
likely to be tortured than
otherwise would be the
case, and that torture is
very likely to kill him in
short order.'

The US Supreme
Court denied Rana's pe-
tition for a writ of certi-
orari relating to his orig-
inal habeas petition on
January 21, 2025.

The app]icaLion notes
that on that same day,
newly-confirmed  Sec-
retary of State Marco
Rubio had met with Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar.

When Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrived
in Washington on Feb-
ruary 12 to meet with
Trump, Rana's counsel
received a lefter from
the Department of State,
stating that 'on February
11, 2025, the Secretary of
State decided to author-
ise' Rana's 'surrender to
India’, pursuant to the
'Extradition Treaty be-
tween the United States
and India'.

Rana's  Counsel re-
quested from the State
Department the com-
plete administrative re-
cord on which Secretary
Rubio based his decision
to authorise Rana's sur-
render to India.
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vmte stress. Building a
strong support system,
whether through family,
friends, or a professional
network, is essential for
emotional relief,” she
said. Dr. Kapoor also
underscored the neces-
sity of normalizing dis-
cussions around men-
tal health in families,
workplaces, and social
circles to create a judg-
ment-free environment
where women can pri-
oritize their well-being
without fear,

The Need for Skill De-
velopment and Gender
Tnclusion

Alongside

mental

L

well-being, skill devel-
opment is critical, par-
ticularly for women in
rural areas, to ensure
economic independence.
Despite progress. the
gender gap in confidence
and opportunities per-
sists, especially in small-
er cities where male
dominance in workplac-
©es remains a challenge.
Riddhi Bhagat, Found-~
er of Binge on Baked
(BoB), emphasized the
collective responsibility
to ereate a more inclu-
sive world for women.
“Even today, women do
not receive the same lev-
el of confidence as men
when managing certain
affairs, particularly in
tier-two and tier-three
cities. Women must
stand up against injus-
tice and bring change

Cooperative Department should
become the ideal model of
Digital India: Ravindra Indraj Singh

Staﬁ' Reporter
New Delhi

Minister of Social Wel-
SC/ST  Welfare,
Elections and Cooper-

fare,

ation Ravindra Indraj
Singh on Friday visited
the office of Registrar
Cooperative Societies at
Sansad Marg.

e hu%hllghtrd that
2025 wil

eratives and stressed the
need for digitization to

Digital India encouraged

by Prime Minister Modi.

be the Inter-
national Year of Coop-

align with the vision of

Aplicaﬁon should be

processed within the set
time limits.

During  his
Ravindra reviewed de-
partmental records and
examined the admin-
istration, registration,
operations of coop-
erative societies, and
pending cases.

Ile instructed offi-
cials to work with ded-
ication and transparén-
cy, simplify processes,
and focus on providing
timely services to the
public.

visit,

Ms
Binge on B

within themselves.
Clarity in career aspira-
tions, persistence, and
the belief in their capa-
bilities are key. While
success may take longer
for women due to soci-
etal expectations, they
can still effectively man-
age their personal and
professional lives. The
universe works in your
favor when you know
exactly what you want,”
she asserted.
Women as Change-
makers in Society
Women continue to
demonstrate resilience
and determination in
various sectors, break-
ing barriers and driving
social change. From si-
lent revolutions in ru-
ral areas to competitive
achievements in urban
settings, their contribu-

tions are accelerating
progress toward a more
equitable society.

Dr. Sushma Chawla,
Founder-President  of
Hope Ek ASHA, high-
lighted the pivotal role
women play in social
care and empowerment.
“At Hope Ek ASHA
women serve as the
torchbearers, running
the ization and

continuous awareness
initiatives,  outreach
programs, and finan-
cial literacy drives,” she
said.

‘Women and Finan-

cial Empowerment
Through Real Estate
With financial in-

dependence being a
cornerstone of empow-
erment, women are in-

gly investing in

taking on the challeng-
ing task of caring for
people with dementia
with deep empathy and
confidence. Kudos to the
changemakers who con-
tinue to break barriers! 1
feel truly fortunate to be
part of this women-led
team,” she said.

Mamta Shankar,
Whole Time Mem-
ber (Economics) at the
Pengion Fund Regula-
tory and Development
Authority (PFRDA),
acknowledged the in-
creasing participation of
women in financial plan-
ning, particularly in se-
curing their retiement,
“For years, financial
security in old age was
largely seen as a man's
responsibility, but today,
women are rewriting
this narrative. The rising
involvement of women
in retirement pl

real estate as a reliable
financial asset. Mus-
kaan Sarin, Director of
TARC Ltd., emphasized
that real estate offers
steady returns through
rental income and
property appreciation,
even during economic
uneertainty.

“We encourage wom-
en to invest in real estate
for true financial inde-
pendence. No longer a
male-dominated sector,
property ownership has
become a priority for
women over traditional
assets like gold, with a
growing preference for
largerand luxury homes,
Government  policies,
including lower home
loan rates, reduced
stamp duty, tax benefits,
and initiatives like the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, further promote
female h hi

has empowered them
to build a secure and
promising future. As of
Mareh 31, 8024, wom-
en constituted 45% of
total subscribers under
the National Pension
System (NPS) and Atal
Pension Yojana (APY).
PFRDA remains com-
mitted to ensuring that
our pension offerings
are accessible and ben-
eficial for women across
all  sectors  through

Delhi Environment Minister
launched a workshop on
Bio-Medical Waste Mgmt

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Environment  Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa
on Friday launched a
workshop on Bio-Medi-
cal Waste Management in
New Delhi, organized by
the Delhi Pollution Conm)l
Committee (DPCC)
the Center for Occupa-
tional and Environmental
Tlealth (COEH).

The event aimed to
inform healtheare rep-
resentatives about
bio-medical waste regula-
tions, best practices, and
encourage effective waste
management strategies.

Minister Sirsa praised
healtheare institutions for
their responsible waste
disposal efforts and high-
lighted the importance of
proper bio-medical waste
management for both en-
vironmental — protection
and public health.

He pointed out that
improper segregation of
hazardous and non-haz-
ardous waste leads to
increased risks to pub-
lic health and the envi-
ronment. Emphasizing
scientific disposal meth-
ods, he called for better

waste segregation, col-
lection, and treatment to
reduce adverse impacts
on health workers and
the environment.

The workshop dis-
cussed that Delhi gen-
erates around 31. 2 met-
ric tons of bio-medical
waste daily and stressed
compliance with the Bio-
medical Waste Manage-
ment Rules 2016.

The city has two bio-
medical waste treatment
facilities with a capacity
of 62. 8 metric tons per
day. However, the need
for ongoing monitoring,
regular andits, and ex-
panding treatment facil-
ities was highlighted to
avoid illegal disposal and
pollution.

Twenty gnvernment
hospitals were recof
for their excellent waste
management  practices.
Minister Sirsa conclud-
ed by underlining the
need for a collaborative
approach among govern-
ment agencies, health-
care institutions, and
citizens to enhance envi-
ronmental protection and
promote a sustainable
future.

Railways to equip women members of RPF
with chilli spray cans on Int'l women Day

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Indian Railways has an-

nounced plans to equip
women
the Railway Protection
Foree (RPF) with chilli
spray cans on occasion
of International Wom-
en's Day, according to
a statement released by
RPF.

This non-lethal tool
aims to help these per-
sonnel address chal-
lenges, particularly in
protecting women pas-
sengers traveling alone
orwith children, thereby
ensuring safer journeys
for women.

members of

LD drd Frinted w11

This initiative shows
Indian Railways' com-
mitment to gender in-
clusivity and women's
empowerment.  With
chilli spray cans, women
RPF members can deter
threats and respond ef-
fectively to harassment
or emergencies, espe-
cially in isolated or
remote areas where
immediate support is
often unavailable.

The Director Gener-
al of RPF, Manoj Ya-
dav, highlighted that
this move aligns with
the Prime Minister's
vision of safer public
spaces for women and
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emphasizes passenger
safety as a top priority.

Currently, the RPF
has the highest pro-
pertion of women (9%)
among Central Armed
Police Forces, Many
of these women are
part of the ‘Meri Sa-
heli’ teams, dedicated
to ensuring women's
safety during travel,
interacting with ap-
proximately 12,900 fe-
male passengers daily.

The role of women
RPF personnel goes
beyond security. They
often assist female
passengers in distress,
including helping ex-
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pectant mothers give
birth during journeys
under the 'Opera!inn
Matrishakti,! ~ which
has seen 174 success-
fully assisted births
in 2024. During large
events like the Maha-
kumbh, these women
worked alongside their
male counterparts to
assist numerous fe-
male pilgrims.

Equipped with chil-
i spray, women RPF
personnel will symbol-
ize strength and com-
passion, reaffirming
Indian Railways' com-
mitment to safe travel
for women.
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At TARC, we proud y
support women, inspir-
ing them to purchase
homes and embrace
an elevated lifestyle as
owners of luxury devel-
opments,” she stated.

As the world observes
International Women's
Day 2025, the collec-
tive call for action re-
mains  clear—empow-
erment, equality, and
inclugion for all women
and girls.
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Railway

police rescued
4-year-old boy
kidnapped
from Old Delhi
railway station

St‘.';ff Reporter
New Delhi

Government  Railway
Police (GRP) at Old
Delhi Railway Station
on Friday successfully
rescued a four year old
boy who was kidnapped
from the railway station
on March, 03.

According fo Railway
police, On March 4th,
2025, a mother report-
ed to the Government
Railway Police (GRP) at
Old Delhi Railway Sta-
tion that her 4-year-old
son was kidnapped from
platform 16 on March
3rd at around 6:00 AM.

The child was playing
near the escalator when
an unknown person took
him away.

The CRP acted quick-
ly, registered a case, and
investigated the inci-
dent. They successfully
rescued the child from
Anand Vihar Railway
Station and arrested
the accused, The child
has been safely reunited
with his mother.
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Programme
held on
Women'’s Day

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

The International Wom-
en's Day and Holi Milan
programme were or-
ganised by the NDMC
Women Employees Wel-
fare Association and the
NDMC Welfare Depart-
ment. The event aimed
to honour the achieve-
ments of female employ-
ees and promote women
empowerment.

NDMC vice-chairman
Kuljeet Singh Chahal
participated in  these
programmes.  Among
others MP  Bansuri
Swaraj , Sarita Tomar,
NDMC member/pa-
tron, Rashmi Singh, IAS
(commissioner, Jammu
& Kashmir), and Aarti
Upadhyay (entrepre-
neur/social worker)
along with other NDMC
council members DP
Singh and Anil Valmiki
were present on the oc-
casion.

Chahal in his address
emphasised the impor-
tance of International
Women’s Day and ac-
knowledged the crucial
role and contributions
of women in society. I1e
highlighted the key ini-
tiatives taken by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for women’s develop-
ment and empowerment.

He remarked that by
introducing  33% res-
ervation  for women
in politics, the Prime
Minister has set a new
benchmark for women’s
empowerment. He stat-
ed that under the vision-
ary leadership of Prime
Minister Modi, India is
taking historic strides in
women’s empowerment,
ensuring greater rep-
resentation and oppor-
tunities for women in all
spheres of society.

Female employees
from various NDMC
departments, including
department heads, se-
curity personnel, sani-
tation workers, health-
care professionals, and

inistrative staff,
were honoured for their
exceptional contribu-
tions. All guests togeth-
er presented shields to
these women, recognis-
ing their hard work and
dedication.
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Innovation in Governance: Delhi Assembly
takes paperless route with NeVA

W With an aim of 100 days target of the New BIP led government in Delhi, Speaker Vijender Gupta held an important meeting with officials
from the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs to discuss the implementation of the National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA) in the Delhi Assembly.

Abhishek Byhaut
New Delhi

Friday held an important
meeting with officials from
the Ministry of Parliamen-
tary Affairs to discuss the
implementation of the Na-
tional e-Vidhan Applica-
tion (NeVA) in the Delhi
Assembly.

The NeVA team, led by
Additional Secretary Dr.
Satya Prakash, presented
the application’s key fea-
tures.

NeVA will serve as a dig-
ital platform, transitioning
all legislative work to a pa-
perless system. This in-

NDMC attaches
seven properties
in Khan Market

‘ 2

% fird i

New Delhi
The New Delhi Municipal
Couneil (NDMC) on Friday
attached seven shop-cum-
flat properties in the up-
scale Khan Market over non-
payment of property tax.

A senior NDMC official
stated, "We have attached
seven shop-cum-flat prop-
erties i Khan Market and
after attaching the proper=
ties, the civie body has given
a notice of five days to the
owner to pay the due prop-
erty tax."

Making Delhi green and clean
city a priority L-G Saxena

Delhi Licutenant Gover-
nor V K Saxena inaugu-
rated the Amrut Biodiver-
sity Park here on Friday
and stated that providing
a greener and cleaner city
to the people will be his
priority.

After inaugurating the
park, he mentioned that
around a year and a half
ago, the place wasina ter-
rible state, full of dirt and
neglect, “It was cleaned
up, and today it has been
transformed into a beau-
tiful park.”

“"We aim to provide the
people of Delhi with a
clean and refreshing envi-
ronment while also in-
creasing green spaces in
the city. We are also con-
sidering setting up a small
cafe in the park where jog-
gers and visitors can take
abreak and relax,"” Saxena
said.

"Following Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's vi-
sion of a cleaner and
greener Delhi, we are
working hard toward this
goal with several new pr
ects already in progress,
he added.

"To help with water con-
servation and attract birds,
we have created several
depression areas within
the park to store rain and
floodwater. Additionally,
around 20,000 different

tveness of the legislative
process.

Vijender Gupta stressed
the need for quick progress
and set a goal for success-
ful implementation within
100 days.

He highlighted the "One
India, One Application” vi-
sion of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and called
for enhanced digital gover-
nance in assemblies for
better functioning, trans-
parency, and accountabili-

ty.

He noted that the e-Vid-
han project had been de-
layed for ten vears due to
previous administration is-
sues but is now focused on
swift completion, ‘aiming
for a fully digital and eco-
friendly legislative system.

Delhi BJP criticized AAP party for not takingaction against
illegal activities in spa centers & hotels

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

This move aims to mod-
ernize and improve the
transparency and effec-

cludes functions like no-
tices, ministerial repli
legislative procedures,

cussions, committee re-
ports, and aceess to a digi-
tal library.

ing them with standard
ones.

wani Kumar to enforee
the Shop Act by removing

flashy electric signboards
atspa centers and replac-

Delhi govt to open Janaushadhi

Kendras near h

Abhishek Byhaut
New Delhi
Delhi  Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on Friday
visited the Jan Aushadhi
Kendra in Ashok Vihar
for Jan Aushadhi Diwas.

She announced that the
Delhi government will roll
out the Pradhan Mantri
Bhartiva Jan Aushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP) to
establish Jan Aushadhi
Kendras throughout the
city, aiming to provide af-
fordable medicines.

CM Gupta criticized the
previous government for
not implementing the
scheme, which denied res-
idents access to its bene-
fits.

"Our government plans
to ensurethat citizens can
obtain high-quality med-
icines and medical prod-
ucts at much lower prices,
particularly benefiting
economicaily weaker sec-
tions. Important medi-
cines for serious illnesses
like cancer and diabetes
will be available at re-
duced costs, and sanitary
napkins for women will
be priced at T1, promoting

She announced that
the Delhi govern-
ment will roll out
the Pradhan Mantri

Bhartiya Jan

Aushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBJP) to establish
Jan Aushadhi
Kendras throughout
the city, aiming to
provide affordable
medicines.

—
hygiene," Delhi Chief Min-

ospitals: CM Gupta

ister Rekha Gupta said.

CM Gupta also revealed
that, as directed by the
Delhi High Court, at least
one Jan Aushadhi Kendra
will be set up within 500
meters of each govern-
ment hospital.

These centers will offer
WHO certified products
at 50-70% lower prices
and will help local hospi-
tals in emergencies.

She thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for the initiative, stating it
will make healthcare more
affordable.

Delhi BJP
Praveen Shankar Kapoor
criticized the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) for not taking
action against illegal ac-
tivities in spa centers and
hotels during their 10
years in power, including
two and a half years in
municipal corporation
contiol.

He pointed out that the
Dethi Police has been the
only force vely ad-
dressing these issues.

Kapoor mentioned that
it was only after BIP MLA
Neeraj Basoya spoke
about the problems
caused by spa centers in
the assembly that Mayor
Bahesh Khinehi took no-
tice.

He also urged Munici-
pal Commissioner Ash-

plants have been planted,
which will further enhance
the beauty of the park in
the coming years."

Speaking about the
cleaning of the Yamuna,
the L-G said it was pro-
gressing at full speed.
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta and other ministers are
continuously monitoring
thewark being carried out
in mission mode, he
added.

Developed as part of the
Yamuna oodplain
restoration scheme by the
Delhi Development Au-
thority, the Amrut Biodi-
Park spans over 9o
ares on the eastern
bank of the Yamuna River,
according to a statement.

Given the site's suscep-
ility to flooding, the
park's landscape features
have been strategically de-
signed to  manage
stormwater, reduce food
risks, and improve the lo-
cal water table through
natural filtration, it stated.

To foster public en-
gagement with nature, two
public interfaces have
been established along
NH-24, near the CWG Vil-
lage. These areas offer
amenities that connect
visitors with the natural
environment, even dur-
ing flood-induced inun-
dation periods, the state-
ment added.

#SheBuildsBharat
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OPINION

By Dr. Anil Singh,
Editor, STAR Views

Chief ~ Minister  Nitish
Kumar has built a rep-
utation as Bihar’s most
astute political survivor.
Having switched allianc-
es between the NDA and
the opposition multiple
times, he now leads a
government backed by
the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BIP) after parting ways
with the Mahagathband-
han (Grand Alliance).

By DIKSHA

Such an would
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Bihar’s Political Battlefield: A High-Stakes
Election with National Ramifications

s Bihar gears up
for its upcoming
assembly elections

in November 2025, the
state has become a bat-
tleground where every
major political force
is throwing its weight
behind an intense con-
test. The ruling Nation-
al Democratic Alliance
(NDA), led by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
faces a determined op-
position in the form of
the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) and the Con-
gress. Meanwhile, the
increasing assertiveness
of Hindu damen-
talist groups, including
figures like Vageshwar
Baba, Dharmendra, and
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mo-
han Bhagwat, is shaping
the ideological land-
scape of the election.
With caste equations,
religious  mobilization,
and development prom-
ises dominating the dis-
course, the Bihar elec-
tions hold significant
implications not just for
the state but for national
politics in the years to
come.

Nitish Kumar;The
Master of Political Sur-
vival:

Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has built a rep-
utation as Bihar's most
astute political survivor.
Having switched allianc-
es between the NDA and
the opposition multiple
times, he now leads a gov-
ernment backed by the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) after parting ways
with the Mahagathband-

(Grand  Alliance).
While his eritics Tabel him
as an opportunist, Nitish
has consistently posi-
tioned himself as a leader
of stability and develop-
ment. His government’s
focus on law and order,
infrastructure, and
cation has been central to
his pitch for another term.

However, Nitish faces
strong  anti-incumbency
sentiments, particularly
from the youth, who are
frustrated with the lack
of job opportunities. The
BJP, his alliance partner,
has been subtly asserting
its presence, making it
clear that it seeks greater
control in Bihar's poli-

tics. Whether Nitish can
maneuver these complex-
ities and retain his grip
on power will be a major
subplot of the election.

BJP's ressive
Push;The Role of Hindut-
vaand RSS:

The BJP, riding high
on its Hindutva agenda,
has significantly expand-
ed its presence in Bihar
beyond its traditional
urban strongholds. The
active role of the RSS,
under the leadership of
Mohan Bhagwat, has
strengthened the party’s
ideological base, especial-
ly among the youth and
upper-caste voters, Re-
ligious figures like Vage-
shwar Baba and Dhar-
mendra have been openly
rallying support, giving
the election a sharp com-
munal edge.

The BJP has also been
making inroads into the
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) vote bank, his-
torically a stronghold of
Nitish Kumar and Lalu
Prasad Yadav. The par-
ly's aggressive campaign,
backed by the charisma of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, is expected to play
a crucial role in mobiliz-
ing voters. If BJP man-
ages to dominate within
the NDA, it could shift
Bihar's power dynamics
in the long run, reducing
Nitish Kumar’s political
significance.

RJD's Fight for Revival
Under Tejashwi Yadav:

The Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD), led by Te-
Jjashwi Yadav, is making
a determined effort to
reclaim its lost ground.
With Lalu Prasad Yadav
still the party’s ideologi-

cal figurehead, the RID is
focusing on its traditional
Muslim-Yadav (MY) vote
bank while attempting
to attract disillusioned
youth and backward
caste voters.

Tejashwi's  campaign
revolves around unem-
ployment, economic dis-
tress, and the failures of
the Nitish government in
delivering on its prom-
ises. However, the party
continues to struggle with
its historical baggage of
“Jungle Raj,” a term used
by critics to describe the
lawlessness during Lalu
Yadav's tenure. The big-
gest challenge for the
RJID is to counter the
BJP's Hindutva push
while also consolidating
its core voter base against
a fragmented opposition.

Congress; A Minor
Player Trying to Stay Rel-
evant:

The Congress, once a
dominant force in Bihar,
now plays a secondary
role in the state’s politics.
Despite being a part of
the opposition alliance,
the party lacks strong
leadership and a dedicat-
ed voter base in the state.
Its campaign largely re-
volves around national
issues such as inflation,
economic downturn, and
alleged attacks on demo-
cratic_institutions. ITow-
ever, in a state where re-
gional parties dominate,
Congress ~ struggles to
carve out a distinct iden-
tity.

Nevertheless, the party
hopes to capitalize on dis-
content against the BJP-
led central government,
especially among mi-
norities and Dalits. The
election will test whether

the Congre“.s can regain
some political relevance
in Bihar or remain a mar-
ginal player dependent
on coalition politics.

The Role of Caste and

Religion in  Electoral
Strategy:
Caste and religion

continue to be the two
most significant factors
in Bihar's electoral pol-
itics. While Hindutva
forces are attempting to
consolidate the Ilindu
vote, parties like RJD and
Congress are banking on
caste-based alliances to
counter the BJP's influ-
ence. The Mahadalits, Ex-
tremely 'k d Class-

BJP-led government in
Bihar with a weakened
Nitish Kumar could pave
the way for a complete
saffronization  of ~ the

Breaking Time
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state’s political landscay

On the other hand, a
strong performance by
the RJD-Congress alli-
ance could signal a reviv-
al of opposition politics
in North India. It would
also provide momentum
for opposition forces
ahead of future battles in
Uttar Pradesh and other
key states. Bihar's elec-
tions, therefore, serve
as a crucial test for both
the ruling party and the
opposition in  shaping
the political narrative for
years to come.

The Road Ahead for Bi-
har:

As the election draws
closer, Bihar's political
drama is set to intensify,
with each party deploy-
ing its best strategies to
secure a win. Nitish Ku-
mar faces his toughest
challenge yet, as he tries
to navigate a complex
alliance with the BJP
whl]e dealing with an-

0 The BJP's

es (EBCs), and Pasmanda
Muslims are emerging
as key voting blocs that
could tilt the scales in a
closely contested election.

With figures like Vage-
shwar Baba and Dhar-
mendra playing an active
role in religious mobiliza-
tion, the BJP is pushing a
strong nationalist narra-
tive. Meanwhile, the op-
position is attempting to
rally backward castes and
minorities to counter the
saffron wave. The battle
for caste dominance in
Bihar is as intense as ever,
with each party trying to
rework old alliances to
secure a winning formula.

Impact of Bihar Elec-
tions on National Politics:

The Bihar elections are
not just about the state;
they have wider implica-
tions for national politics.
If the BJP manages to
secure a decisive victory,
it will further cement its
dominance in the Hindi
heartland and strengthen
its prospects for the 2029
Lok Sabha elections. A

aggressive push, backed
by the RSS and Hindutva
forces, is reshaping the
state’s electoral dynam-
ics. Meanwhile, the RJD
and Congress are battling
hard to remain politically
relevant.

‘The outcome of Bihar’s
assembly elections will
not only determine the
future of governance in
the state but will also in-
fluence the broader na-
tional political landscape.
Whether Bihar witnesses
a continuation of Nitish
Kumar's leadership, a
complete takeover by
the BJP, or a resurgence
of the opposition, the re-
sults will set the stage for
India’s evolving political
trajectory in the years
ahead.

About the Author

(The writer s an,
Edlitor STAR Views,
New Delhi)

Shifting Dynamics of U.S. Foreign Policy under Trump

ameras  zoomed
in, temperatures
soared, and the

world watched in as-
tonishment as what was
meant to be a pivotal
step toward a peace ac-
cord erupted into a fiery
confrontation between
U.S. President Trump
and Ukrainian President
Zelensky. In a moment
of high drama, Trump
dismissed Zelensky as
an “unelected leader and
a dictator”, while Zelen-
sky retaliated, accusing
Trump of residing in a
Russian disinformation
bubble.

Such an exchange
would have once been

have once been unimag-
inable, given the unwa-
vering U.S. support for
Ukraine and its staunch
opposition to Russia.
However, under Trump
2.0, Washington has em-
barked on a diplomatic
reset with Moscow, pres-
suring Kyiv to sign a min-
erals deal that would see
the U.S. claim 50% of the
revenue from Ukraine’s
rare earth mineral sales
- justified as compensa-
tion for billions spent on
Ukraine's security.

u ble, given
the unwavering U.S.
support for Ukraine
and its staunch oppo-
sition to Russia. How-
ever, under Trump
2.0, Washington has
embarked on a diplo-
matic reset with Mos-
cow, pressuring Kyiv
to sign a minerals deal
that would see the U.S.
claim 50% of the rev-
enue from Ukraine's
rare earth mineral sales
- justified as compensa-
tion for billions spent
on Ukraine’s security.

Simultaneously,
Trump's  administra-
tion is redefining global
alliances, seeking are-
as of cooperation with
Russia while alienat-
ing European allies by
insisting they shoul-
der their own defense
costs instead of relying

on American funding.
Rooted in his busi-
ness-oriented mindset,
Trump's foreign policy
is transactional, pri-
oritizing  short-term
economic gains over
traditional  long-term
hegemonic  strategies.
This shift has resulted
in the freezing of nu-
merous U.S. aid and
development programs,
including those com-
bating AIDS and Ma-
laria in Africa. Even
famine-stricken popu-
lations in Ethiopia, des-
perately in need of hu-
manitarian relief, have
been left in dire straits.

Further, solidifying
his break from glob-
al consensus, Trump
has withdrawn the U.S.
from the Paris Agree-
ment, going so far as to
erase the term “climate
change” from govern-
ment websites. Given
that the U.S. is one of
the world's largest con-
tributors to greenhouse

gas emission:

cation of environmen-
tal responsibility has
dealt a severe blow to
global efforts against
climate change.

On the economic
front, Trump has ignit-
ed trade wars with key
allies and rivals alike -
including Canada, Mex-
ico, and China - with
plans to impose heavy
tariffs on India as well.
The resulting market
turmoil has sent shock-
waves through the
global economy, foster-
ing an atmosphere of
uncertainty and insta-
bility.

The U.S. policy of re-
setting ties with Russia
is a strategic move, as
an isolated Russia was
increasingly drawn into
the Russia-China nexus
- an alignment that did
not favor India, given
China’s  expansionist
ambitions.  Improved
U.S.-Russia  relations

benefit India, which
maintains strong stra-
tegic partnerships with
both nations. Iowever,
Washington's pressure
on India to remove
tariffs on key goods,
such as automobiles,
has sent shockwaves
through domestic in-
dustries, raising con-
cerns about economic
sovereignty.

India’s External Af-
fairs Minister, S. Jais-
hankar, has acknowl-
edged that several of
Trump’s priorities
- such as his interest in
multipolarity, techno-
logical  advancement
and connectivity - align
well with India’s strate-
gic interests. Nonethe-
Jess, Trump's unpre-
dictable nature and his
preference for person-
al relationships with
world leaders often dic-
tate his approach to for-
eign policy, reinforcing
his purely transactional
style of diplomacy.

Trump  represents
a faction within the
U.S. that is increas-
ingly uninterested in
serving broader global
interests or even those
of traditional allies,
instead prioritizing a
narrow “America First”
agenda. Ilis adminis-
tration’s demand that
Taiwan pay for its own
defense exemplifies
this inward-looking
approach. While such
policies may reduce
U.S. financial burdens,
they create a geopolit-
ical vacuum - one that
China is eager to fill.
Beijing has already in-
tensified its financial
outreach to Africa and
other regions, leverag-
ing its Belt and Road
Initiative to offer loans
to nations that, upon
default, find them-
selves surrendering
strategic assets such as
ports and land.

This shift in global
power dynamics poses
a significant challenge
not just to India but
to many nations wary
of China's expansion-
ist and revanchist am-
bitions. A U.S. retreat
from global leadership
risks accelerating Bei-
jing’s influence, with
consequences that
could reshape the in-
ternational order to the
detriment of democrat-
ic and strategic inter-
ests worldwide.
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR
YOU BETTER BE BETTER

You better be better be-
cause the worse is wors-
ened. There may be a
rewarding journey but it
doesn’t have an end full
of regrets. You better be
better because there is
already enough competi-
tions to be worse. If you
are the one hates to be
bad then all you have to
do is to do that one thing
that makes you good.
‘There is no one who pro-
motes the evil other than
us and there is no one de-
tracts the evil other than
us. We are not always the
same as we are. The per-
sons we are in the office
and at home are the same,
the persons we are as the
shoppers and sellers are
not the same, the persons
we are as the makers and
the breakers are not the
same. At the one moment
we want to stand for what
is right and the at the an-
other moment don’t know
what bite us we just can't
stand what is right. Sepa-
rate yourself by knowing
yourself a little more than
others, separate yourself
by doing yourself a little
favor than others, sep-
arate yourself by ris-
ing yourself a little
higher than others
and this way don't
create a differ-
ence or gap
rather inspire
showing

N,
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that once you belonged
to them. People say, phi-
losophy can't fix people’s
problems, well neither
can maths as it is always
busy solving its own prob-
lems. Philosophy is a re-
fresher training, a revisit
of learning, a set of life’s
rules in a communica-
tive language. People can
solve people problems.
Every person has many
persons in him. If the
good inside you is weaker
than the bad inside you,
take a help of a stronger
good in side someane.

If you make your own
rules you better have your
own games, if you want
to enjoy the both worlds
you better conquer both
of them, if you want to be
your own master you bet-
ter have a self-control one
over another. How you
want every second of your
life to be, how you want
every word of your story
to be, how you want inch
of your image to be will al-
ways depend on who you
heard most, the most of
your life, good you or bad

you.

Moral: ~ Your own
definitions of being
good and bad is
only good as long

as you never
compare them

with others.
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Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have any suggestion
regarding our news-
paper or you have
any problem with
any government de-
partment, you may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline  no- 0120-
4225517, 4241284for
Delhi & Ghaziabad
(9582310372), for
Noida (9818999989),
Advertisement

(9818799941), Circula-
tion (08586925450)
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Readers are recommend-
ed to make all necessary
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propriate advice before
action on any advertise-
ment and content pub-
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person, a purchase of this
production is not for the
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on the basis of this work.
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CM Yogi distributes interest-free
loans to Young Entrepreneurs in Agra

Rajesh Tomar /Akash Jain

ttar Pradesh Chief

Minister  Yogi

Adityanath dis-

tributed interest-
free, guarantee-free loans
amounting to T50 aore to
1,000 young entrepreneurs
under the CM Yuva Udyami
Vikas Abhiyan during his
visit to Agra on Friday, He
also handed out toolkits to
trainees under the One Dis-
trict One Product (ODOP)
initiative, reinforcing the
state government’s commit-
ment to fostering entrepre-
neurship and skill develop-
ment.

Upon his arrival atKheria
Airport, the Chief Minister
was greeted warmly by dis-
trict officials and local rep-
resentatives. He then pro-
ceeded tothe Circuit House
premises, where a grand
welcome awaited himat the
divisional loan distribution
program. Young entrepre-
neurs and dignitaries ap-
plauded 1115 entry, reflecting
the entt rounding

A B AT R
Vikas Abhiyan, Sachan em-

phasized that tbn sdume
was e

L(JT TTZ, :\nd Supreme
(‘mrrt regnrdmg industrial

the Chief Minister's vision to
empower educated and
skilled youth. He noted that
56% of Uttar Pradesh’s pop-
ulation comprises young in-
dividuals, and the program
aims to make them self-re-
liant by providing them with
financial support without
the burden of interest or
Since its launch

the initiative.

The event commenced
with a weleome speech by
Regional MLA Dr. G.S.
Dharmesh, followed by Min-
ister of MSME, Khadi & Vil-
lage Industries, Silk Indus-
try, Handloom, and Textile
Industry Rakesh Sachan.
‘Highlighting the importance
of the CM Yuva Udyami

on January 24, over two
lakh youth have registered,
signaling the massive im-
pact of the initiative.
Union Minister of State
Piof. S.P. Singh Baghel laud-
ed the Chief Minister for his
efforts and emphasized the
need for [T-based industries
in Agra. He pointed out the
challenges posed by the

in the region
and stressed the importance
of overcoming these obsta-
cles,

A short film showeasing
the development of small
and medium industries, in-
dustrial corridors; and ex-
pressways in Uttar Pradesh
was screened at the event.
This was followed by the
distribution of loan cheques
of T5 lakh each to young
entrepreneurs by the Chief
Minister and other public
representatives. Addition-
ally, a statue of Shri Giriraj
Maharaj, crafted from cow
dung, was presented to the
Chief Minister by Tourism
and Culture Minister Jaiveer
Singh.

During his address, Yogi

Haryana govt committed to
welfare of soldiers: Ranblr Gangwa

Komal Ramola
Chandj
Haryana's Public Works
and Public Health Engi-
neering Minister, Ranbir
Gangwa, reaffirmed the
state government's com-
mitment to the welfare of
soldiers and their families.
Today, he handed over the
appointment letter for the
post of Junior Engineer
(JE) to Kumari Neeraj, the
sister of martyred soldier
Nishant Malik, who lost
his life during an en-
counter with militants in
the Rajouri-Poonch area
of Jammu and Kashmir in
2022. Hansi MLA. Vinod
Bhayana, was also present
on the pecasion.
Addressing journalists
at his office in the Haryana
Civil Secretariat, Minister
Ranbir Gangwa empha-
sized that the Haryana goy-
ernment is dedicated to
honoring brave soldiers
and supporting their fam-
ilies. He highlighted that
the family of martyr Nis-
hant Malik had been pro-
vided financial assistance
of Rs 50 lakh as per the
state government’s policy.
Additionally, in recogni-

tion of her qualifications,
his sister has now been
appointed to the post of JE
(Civil) in the Public Works
Department.

"We can never fully re-
pay the sacrifices of our

soldiers. However, the
Haryana government is
running several welfare
schemes for the families of
those who protect the na-
tion," said Minister Gang-
wa. He also noted that, un-
der theleadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the central government is
taking significant steps for
soldiers' welfare, while
Haryana's Chief Minister,
Naib Singh Saini, has tak-

en several initiatives to
support them.

The Minister further
stated that the Haryana
government has increased
financial assistance for the
families of martyred sol-
diers from Rs 50 lakh to Rs
1 erore. Additionally, ef-
forts are being made to
provide government jobs
to their family members
to ensure their economic
stability.

Hansi MLA, Vinod
Bhayana, also expressed
his unwavering support for
the families of martyred
soldiers, emphasizing that
their sacrifices can never
be forgotten.

CAPSI Launched Nari Rakshak
Teams (NRT) & Women Safety App

New Delhi

The Central Association of
Private Security Industry
(CAPSI) and ASIS Interna-
tional, New Delhi (ASIS) are
proud to jointly host the In-
ternational Women's Day
Celebrations on March 7,
2025, at 1;00 PM at the Con-
stitution Club of India, Rafi
Marg, New Delhi.

The event honored out-
standing professionals who
have demonstrated courage,
resilience, and dedication in
making society safer and
more secure. CAPSI recog-
nized women who have

shown extraordinary
strength in overcoming ad-

versity, taken hold actions ta
protect themselves and oth-
ers, and led impactful initia-
tives focused on safety, em-
powerment, and social
change. Those who have
made significant contribu-
tionsto their family's well-be-
ing and security, along with
individuals who have gone
beyond their professional

responsibilities to create a re-
‘markable impact, were also
recognized. Launch of the
Nari Rakshak Teams (NRT)
& Women Safety App

We are proud to intro-
duce the Women Safety App,
developed under the leader-
ship of Wg. Cdr. Sonika Tan-
war (Retd), designed to en-
hance women's safety and
secutity. The launch was fol-
lowed by a live demonstra-
tion showcasing its features.
and functionality.

Additionally, CAPST

Empowering &

signed an MoU with Kayach
Defence System to provide
specialized self-dlefense train-
ingfor women, covering De-
fense techniques against
chokes, grabs, and holds,
Protection strategies against
molestation, eve-teasing,
snatching, and mugging,
Handling domestic violence
situations effectively, Using
common ohjects as weapons
for self-defense, Safety pro-
tocolsin public spaces, cabs,
parking lots, and while tray-
eling solo.
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Adityanath energized the
audience by chanting
"Bharat Mata ki Jai" and
"Vande Mataram" whilein-
voking Lord Vrindavan Bi-
hari Lal, Shti Radha Rani,
and Yamuna Maiya. He ex-
tended Holi greetings and
highlighted Uttar Pradesh’s
growing global recognition.

Hecredited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leaderchip
for the country’s develop-
ment over the past decade,
asserting that the new India
is characterized by inclusiv-
ity, security, and equal op-
portunities for all.

He further pointed out
the immense economic im-
pact of the Maha Kumbh,
where an investment of
7,500 crore led to a signif-
icant economic boost of $3.5
lakh crore. He outlined the

Build India Expo 2025 to be Held at

development of five major
pilgrimage corridors, in-
cluding Pnyagm to »‘wnd-
hya-Gorakhpur, Pr:
to Vindhyavasi
Prayagraj to Shringerver-
pur-Lucknow-Naimisha-
rativa, and Prayagraj to
Agra-Mathura-Vrindavan-
Shukrateerth, enhancing
both religious tourism and
economic activity.

Reaffirming the progress
of Uttar Pradesh, the Chief
Minister stated thatthe state
is mo longer lagging butisa
leader in heritage and de-
velopment. With a youth
population of nearly 60%, he
emphasized that the gov-
ernment is committed to
harnessing their potential
through initiatives like the
CM Yuva Udyami Vikas Ab-
hiyan. The program,
launched on January 24,
2025, has already received
1.5 lakh applications, with
25,000 approvals and
10,000 dishursements. The
Chief Minister outlined his
vision to provide loans to one
lakh young entreprenenrs
by March 31 with another
lakh targeted from ‘April 1
onward.

Before addressing the
gathering, Yogi Adityanath
visited varipus stalls set up
by entrepreneurs and banks,
closely inspecting machines
and innovations while en-
couraging further business
growth.

Fake desi ghee
manufacturing factory
busted in Bulandshahr

Avnish Tyagi
Bulandshahr
In amajor crackdown, the
Food Safety Department
in Bulandshahr has busted
a factory engaged in man-
ufacturing and distribut-
ing adulterated desi ghee.
The factory, operating with-
out proper regulations, was
found with counterfeit ghee
worth over 60 lakh.
On Friday, a team led by
Food Safety Commissioner

Vinit Kumar raided Parsh-  determine where the coun-

wanath Industries in Sarai  terfeit ghee was being dis-

Chhabila village. During tributed.

the raid, officials discovered Meanwhile, in a parallel

]srg,e quaum:es offake desi operation, another team
¥ 1 under d Raja Dairy in

thefau]m theeku‘gt‘ steel
silo tank: 110,000

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public s hereby informed
that Mrs. Santaish Devi W/o Mr.
Sures! Kunaris the owner of
House na 567, area 50 5. vds.,
part of Khasrano. 1948/3,
1949/1(M), at Sumanpuri, in the
village Malyana, Pargna & Tehsil
&Dist. Meerut, U, by virtue of
Sale Deed dt. 14.10,2022, doc. No.
9347, executed by Mrs. Tohida
WJolate Mr. Yurush & Mrs. Nag-
maW/o M, Mohd. Chand & Mis.
Sameena W/o Mr. Rajuddin in SR-
Dhaulana, Hapur, and said proper-
ty to befinaniced by AU Small f-
nanca Bank Ltd, if anybody has
any charge/InterestAitle/third
Party in the said property of any.
kind of dispute kindly inform the
undersigned inwriting and with
proof within 15 days on the below
‘mertioned ddress, failing which
and lam aware thatin case de-
Tault with the mortgage property
thatall herrower / Owners are re-

kilograms of adulterated
ghee, valued at approxi-
mately ¥50—60 lakh.

the szme;

satvendraGautam
Advocate:

Shop no. 3, Property no. 126, Lal

Thé Food Safety Depart. | [MAmeOEmissgup
ment coll 1 five sam-
ples, including three of desi PUBLIC NOTICE
ghee and two of synthetic | [Toknow il men that my dients

essence, for further test-
ing. Officials, with assis-
tance from the GST De-
‘partment, are tracking the
factory’s supply chain to

the Parshwanath brand.
Additionally, a stockpile of
empty wrappers falsely la-
beled with a Faridabad,
Haryana manufacturing
address was seized.
Authorities found desi
ghee being packed in 15-
Lilogram tins and 1-kilo-
gram tetra packs. Inside

Pragati Maidan from March

. GoraRpur
The much-anticipated Build
India Expo 2025 is set to
take place from March 19 to
21 at Bharat Mandapam,
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.
The announcement was
made in a press release by
Er. Ajay Kumar Jaiswal,
Convenor of the Indian In-
dustries Association (ILA).
Gorakhpur Chapter.
According to Er, Jaiswal,

the expo is expected to at-
tracta number of

tion will prominently fea-
ture products under the
One District One Product
(ODOP) initiative, along
with exportableitemns from
various districts of Uttar
Pradesh. This provides a
valuable opportunity for
entrepreneurs to introduce
their products to a broader
audience and expand their
reach.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
erl mm.m, under the Market
Devel Assistance

buyers, business represen-
tativ dinvestors from
bothnational and interna-
tional markets. The exhibi-

Marico Innovation
Foundation
Honours Seven
Game-Changing
Innovators

New Delhi

Marico Innovation Foun-
dation (MIF), a leader in
driving impactful inno-
vations in India, suc-
cessfully hosted the 10th
edition of the Indian In-
novation Leons at the Jio
World Convention Cen-
tre, today. Seven game-
c¢hanging innovators
were identified through
two rigorous jury rounds
led by business and so-
cial impact experts.Se-
lected from over 1,000
entries spanning diverse
sectors, the winners are
revolutionising indus-
tries with their break-
through ideas.

The winners in the
business category include
Astrome Technologies,
advancing wireless
telecommunication serv-
ices in rural and remote
areas using India’s first
commercial produet in
E-band spectrum, Chara
Technologies, develop-
ing rare-Earth magnet-
free electric motor sys-
tems for EVs and indus-
trial machinery, Indra
Water, utilising a decen-
tralised and modular wa-
ter treatment system to
recycle sewage/ indus-
trigl wastewater and Sky-
root Aerospace, provid-
ing cost-effective and on-
demand access to space
for global satellite oper-
tors.

(MDA) Schemeand ODOP
initiative, is offering sub-
stantial support to entre-
preneurs participating in

the event, Special incen-
tives, including up to 75%
reimbursement on stall
charges, logisties costs, and
travel expenses, will be pro-
vided to selected partici-
pants. These benefits aim to
encourage wider participa-
tion and facilitate business
growth on an international
scale.

With confirmed partici-
pation from representatives
of over 30 countries, the
expo is set to serve as a
‘major networking and trade
platform for traders, in-
dustrialists, and buyers.
The event is expected to

Girdhari Nagar, ml|edmg
a milk sample for testing.
Additionally, samples were
taken from a milk collec-
tion center in Hasanpur
village, In Shikarpur, offi-
cials gathered samples of
gulab jamun, besan lad-
doo, and barfi from various
sweet shops.

19to 21

enhance the global recog-
nition of ODOP businesses,
allowing them to establish
a foothold in international
markets.

Encouraging entrepre-
neuts to seize this oppor-
tunity, Er. Jaiswal urged
interested businesses to
take advantage of the expo
and elevate their enterpris-
es to new heights.

For further details and
participation inquiries, en-
trepreneurs can reach out to
the concerned authorities
through the Indian Indus-
tries Association.

Haryana govt boosts farmers,
women, and youth with key
welfare schemes in 2024

Shiv Kumar

Chandigarh
The Haryana government
has implemented the
‘Mukhyamantri Dugdh Ut-
padak Protsahan Yojana to
encourage dairy producers,
under which an additional
amount of T51 crore was
provided in 2024, The main
objective of this schemeis to
promote animal husbandry,
encourage milk production,
and increase farmers' in-
come,

Additionally, an online
token system has been in-
troduced inall cooperative
sugar mills of the state, en-
suring transparency in the
sugarcane weighing process
and preventing farmers
from standing in long
queues. To provide financial
assistance to livestock farm-
ers, the Haryana govern-
menthas approved 1,91,000
livestock credit cards, dis-
tributing loans worth 2,757
crore under this scheme:

This will help livestock
farmers expand their busi-
nesses. Furthermore, $151
crore was allocated for the
maintenance and fodder
arrangement of gaushalas
(cow shelters), along with
approval for constructing
51 new sheds to provide
better facilities for the ani-
mals in these shelters. To
strengthen water conserva-
tion and irrigation systems,
the Haryana government
has accelerated work on
several major dam projects.
Through the construction of

Renuka, Kishau, and
Lakhwar-Vyasi  dams,
Haryana will receive 47.81%
of the total stored water,
helping to address the wa-
ter erisis and improve irri-
gation capacity. The Adi
Badri Dam project is ex-
pected to be completed by
June 2027, ensuring
Haryana gets its rightful
share of water from the
Ravyi-Beasrivers. Addition-
ally, the government is com-
mitted to completing the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal project to provide ad-
equate irrigation water to
farmers. Under the Amrit
Sarovar Mission, 2,215
‘ponds have been renovated
to promote water conser-
vation.

To economically em-
power women, the govern-
ment launched the ‘Lakh-
pati Didi’ scheme, aiming to
‘make 5 lakh women self-re-
liant. So far, 2 lakh women

PUBLIC NOTICE

Tnfarm to all of youi as per 1l
struction.of My client PNB HFL
branch, Bulandshahr. Whereas
Mr. Rakesh Kumar 5/0 Mohan Lal
has appled for loan with our insti-
tution via eqm, of his property a
residentia| house i

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sh.Rajesh Ahuja §/o ShF. L Ahu
2 and his wife Smt. Ritu Ahuja
both Rfo H No. 80, 3d Floor,
Block-G, Near Mandir, Bali Nagar,
Ramesh Nagar, West Deihi-
110015 have disownetf and de-
barred their son Sh. Daksh Abuja
fram their all movesble and im-
moveable properties 3nd sy
dlients have alko severed their all
relations with him dlue to his dis
obediencs and bad betaviour and
my dients shall not be responsible
for ariy of his act or conduct and if
any person deal with him then he
shall deal at his own risk, cost and
consequences.

Rajesh Kumar

Advocate

Chamber No. B-9, BGS Block
Tis Hazari Courts.
Delhi-110054

MY CLIENT SUNILS/0 SH. BALIEET
R/OC-279-A, AMAN VIHAR, Ki-
RARI SULEMAN NAGAR, NCRTH
WEST DELHI- 110086 SEVERED ALL
RELATIONS AND DEBARRED HIS
SON ROHIT AND HIS WIFE RINIKA
FROM ENTIRE MOVABLE/MMOV-
ABLE PROPERTIES AND ASSETS
DUETO THEIR ARROGANT AND
HOSTILE BEHAVIOUR. MY CLIENT
SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
| THEIR ANY ACT, DEBTS AND
'DEEDS IM FUTURE.
MITHILESHKUMAR YADAY
ADVOCATE

CHAMBERNO. K-67-A, TIS HAZ-
ARI COURTS, DELHI-110054

My clients RAKESH KUMAR HIS
WIFE DHANWANT] and their son
INAVEEN an his wife BABITA all
R/O1-80A, 1-BLOCK, NEAR RAIIV
GANDHI MARKET, KRISHAN VI
HAR, DELHI-110086 have severed
all their refations and debarred
their SoryBrather namely CHIRAG
narely and his wife ANJALT from
all their movable, immovable
properties due to their migcory:
tict/ misdeads. My be responsi-
ble for their any clients shall not
acts,

ATUL SAREEN

Advocate

CHAMBER NO. 307 LAWYERS
(CHAMBE R ROHINI COURTS,
DELHI-110085

2559 having ares 100 sy, yasd, out
of Whasa no. 1307 sitated at Mo-
halla Saray Ihajhan Sikandrabad
Diste. Butancshahr, Whereas
above property owned by him
vide gift deed dated 12.08.2024
St No, 4679 from Mrs: Lewlawati
urf Leela W/o Mohankal Yadav. In
the title of chair previous sale.
ded dated 24.07.1996 5, No,
3069 has besin lost whieh FiR
loclged by the applicant anline o
the d5te 07.03.2025 hence the
above e deed dated 24.07, 1996
Sr. No. 3068 is not possible ta de-
positin criginal, Hence, we are giv:
ing this legal public notice if any
persor/authority/Bank haveany
fight or iriteérest or objection of.
claim of any type in this matter
then contact with evidence within
7 days of publication to below ad-
dress & contact na. otherwise af-
ter 7 days any objection or claim
will it be siccept & my dient will
be provide the hosing loan aver
the sald proesty.

Address:- PNB HFL branch, Bu-
landshahr By Rajendra Kumar Sai-
i Advocate Shop No-21, 1st Floor,
Dr. Bheem Rao Ambeckar Shop:
ping Complex, Zila Panchayat Mar-
ke, Near Distt. Court Hapur.

have been emp el un-
der this initiative. Addi-
tionally, under the ‘Namo
Drone Didi' scheme, 100
‘women were trained to op-

Tender Notice No.: 222-S/1/W-I,
dated: 07.03.2025. Following e-
tender s Invited online by the
Divisional Engineer/HQ, Eastern
Railway. Control Building, DRM
Building, Kaizer Strest, Sealdafi,
Kolkata-700014 for the following
wark: Tender No.: TN-255-24:25.
Name of the work: At B.R. Singh
Hospital: Development of Cabins
and corridor including Sister work
station at 2nd floor of Metro Block
including all other ancillary work
Under SSEMVBLR, Singh Hospital
In the jurisdiction of Assistant
Engineer/W/1/Sealdah. Tender
value: T 1,08.45,450.40. Earnest
Money Deposited: ¥ 2,04,200.
Completion period for the work:
04 {rine) months. Date and time of
closing of tender : 02.04.2025 at
15.00 hrs. The tender documents
and other details are at
www.ireps.gov.in. The bidding for
the tender s o be submitted through
the e-tendering on above website.
Manual offers will be summarily
fefcied. Date and time of opening

Mobile No. of lender is 02.04.2025 &t 15.00 hrs.
RAIENDRA KLIVIAR SAINI (SDAH-876:2024.95)
Advocate Tonder Hofces are s avalable st wabsie
Reg. No. 6687/06 ways.govin/ wwwireps. govin|
21, First Floor Zila Follow us at: Ed@EasternRailway
Panchayat Market, Hapur. O easternrailwayheadquarter

erate drones and provided
with drones worth up to 38
lakh for free, enabling them
10 assist in agricultural ac-
tivities with advanced tech-
nology.

The Haryana government
increased the wages of An-
ganwadi workers and

Invitation of tender thraugh E-Tendering
{E-Procurement Systems)
i Dwisional Enginesr-1V, Norimetn Ralway, Delhi Divisich fo 3 on behall of

Name of work | day Tor two year |
with its DEN JHL
Approx Cost of work 11) Rs.1.49.99,938.90
Eamest Money (1) Rs 2.20,000.00

Date and Time of submission
of tender and opening of tendor,

‘Bidding Start date for work no, Up 10 18.00 firs.

o 25
‘opening of e-Tondar at 18:30 hrs on 28 132025

n 07 (13 2075

helpers, withan
of T750 per month for
workers and 400 per
‘month for helpers.

‘Websits particulars, published e
location etc. compl

lete detaile of tender can be seen
nd walysite where the tender form can be downloaded

Above lender availabla
‘on GEM site L.e
wwwEm govin

No. 126-W/250 Terider Notlce/GEM/2026/B/6118105 Date - 67.03.2025 730,202
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My dream is to help

India win World Cup”:
Indla all-rounder Sayali
Satghare

wen
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—

Chhetri”s return gives national team
hope but reflects badly on Indian football

B No amount of praise is too high for the man who has served the national team with distinction for nearly two
decades, eventually ending his glorious career as India’s highest-ever goal scorer with 94 strikes to his name.

New Delhi

eseribed as "a wise decision”

by the sport’s national

federation, Sunil Chhetri’s

return from international
retirement at 40 actually reflects badly
on Indian football, for it lays bare the
paucity of quality strikersin a country
of aver 1.4 billion.

No amount of praise is too high for
the man who has served the national
team with distinction for nearly two
decades, eventually ending his glorious
career as India's highest-ever goal
seorer with 94 strikes to his name.

When he called time on his
international career in May last year,
Chhetri was the world's third leading
scorer among aclive players, behind
Portuguese superstar Cristiano Ronaldo
and Argentine icon Lionel Messi.

But  Chhetri's long list of
achievementsin the sport isone thing,
and his coming out of retirement less
than a year after he decided to Jeave the
seene, is another, and Thursday's
surprise amouncement certainly carries
2 negative connotation.

According to the All Indin Football
Federation (AIFF), he was coaxed out
of retirement by national team head
coach Manolo Marquez, who urged
him to jein his old for the

continued playing for Bengaluru FC in
the ISL. He has so far scored 12 goals
from 23 matches this season to become
its highest Indian goal-scorer, and it is
this performance graph that has driven
Mérguez to get in touch with Chihetti.
His form in the ISL, in which he has
also made two assists besides finding
the back of the net a dozen times, has
also impressed AIFF president Kalyan

Chaubey.
“Sunil's leadership qualities are
hed. A player of hi: can

crucial final round of the AFC Asian Cup
2027 qualifiers.

People inthe top rung of the AIFF are
convineed that the right move ias been
‘made by head coach, who isalso deing
duty as FC Goa's gaffer in the angoing
Indian Super League.

Since his retirement, he had

motivate the entire team. His form too
has been impeceable in the 1S, scoring
12 goals, and India can greatly benefit
with a striker like him,” Chaubey said.

Like Chaubey, ATFF secretary general
Anilkumar Ptoo preforred to look at the
positive side of the move, and so did the
legendary IM: Vijayan, who, however,

Shahdara District Police to
Host 1st Women's Cricket
Tournament on Int'l Women'’s Day

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
In a remarkable initiative to celebrate
International Women's Day, the
Shahdara District Police is proud to
announce the 1st Women's Cricket
“Tournament at Yamuna Sports Com-
plex, Vivek Vihar, Dedhi, This pio-
neering event underscores the holis-
tic role of women across all spheres
of social and professional life, pro-
moting empowerment, equality, and

commiinity spirit.The tournament
not only highlights the athletic talents
of women but also serves as a tribute
to their strength, resilience, and
achievements in every domain. By
creating this platform, Shahdara Dis-
trict Police aims to inspire more
women to embrace sports and lead-
ership roles, reinforcing the mes-
sage that women belong everywhere
— from fields of play to
positions of power.

also vued the absence of a stiiker good
enough to lead the team upfront.

“It's a wise decision on part of the
head eouch to include Sunil Chhetri
based on: the technical data we received
from our experts,” Anilkumar said,

“In theongoing Indian Super League
Chihetrd is performing consistently. B
inclusion will definitely strengthen the
Indian mtional team.

“We have some important matches
coming up soon. We are fully aligned
with the coach’s degision and hopefully
Chhetri can contribute much more to
the national team so that we can move
to the nest level of the Asian Cup
Anilkimar adde:

Chhetri, who matde his international
debut in 2005 and left the scene as
India’s most-capped plaver, has been
inclided in Marquez's list of 26 players

for the March FIFA international
window.

Vijayan, an Indian foothall legend in
his own right and currently the head of
the AIFF's technical committee,
sounded excited when asked to share
his views on Chhetri's return,

“It's a good decision form the team’s
point of view. You are asking me that
you are calling back a go-year-old to
play for national team, but there have
been similar instances in the past.

“You look at Roger Milla, who came
out of retirement (at 38) to help
Cameroon qualify forthe quarterfinals
of 1990 World Cup. Age is not a factor,
what matters is fitness, and Sunil
remains extremely fit and he is also
playing very well,” Vijayan said.

However, he acknowledged that the
lack of good strikers in Indiaremains a
problem.

“We have been trying so hard to
find good strikers, butunfortunately, we
have not succeeded so far. Most of the
top stitkers in the ISL are foreigners, so
that is how it is.” Chhetr’s retirement
bad made headlines with FIEA, world
fnothall's global governing body, leading
the outpouring of tributes for the Indian
talisman.

FIFA had earlier in 2022 released a
dogumentary on the long-serving
Indian captain,

Titled ‘Captain Fantastic, it had
three parts — kick off, mid-game and
extry time.

Marquez, who took over the reins
after Chhetri's retirement, has notany
Iuck with his strikers as they have not
really defivered.

Rohit must aim for bigger
scores, can take game away
from opposition: Gavaskar

New Delhi

Legendary Sunil Gavaskar believes
Rohit Sharma should not be content
with seoring just 25-30 runs and
must focus on building longer in-
nings, as his presence at the crease
can have a game-changing impact
for India.

In ODI ericket, the Indian skipper
has embraced an aggressive ap-
proach to give India quick starts,
but this has often resulted in early
dismissals.

His highest score in the onguing
Champions Trophy is 41 against
Bangladesh in the opening game.

“(1f) He (Rohit Sharma) bats for
even 25 overs, India will be around
180-200. Imagine if they have lost
only a couple of wickets by then;
just think what they could do. They
could reach 350 or more,” Gavaskar
told India Today.

“He also needs to give it some
thought. It’s one thing to go out and
play aggressively, but there has to
bea bit of discretion somewhere to
give himself the chance to bat for
25-30 overs, If he does that, he
takes the game away from the op-
position, That kind of impaet is
mateh winning.” Rohit has man-
aged scores of 20, 15, and 28 against
Pakistan, New Zealand, and Aus-
tralia respectively in the tourna-
ment,

“And 1 think, as a batter, are you
happy with scoring 25-30 runs?
You shouldn't be! So that is what T
would say to him: your impact on
the team will be even greater if
vou bat for 25 overs instead of just
seven, eight, or nine overs,”
Gavaskar said.

NZ pacer Matt Henry doubtful for CT
final against India due to shoulder niggle

Dubai

New Zealand pacer Matt Henry has
been rendered doubtful for the
Champions Trophy final against In-
dia owing to a shoulder niggle but
coach Gary Stead is hopeful that
the in-form bowler will récover in
time for the clash on Sunday.

Henry leads the tournament’s top
wicket-takers' list with 10 scalps, in-
cluding a 5/42 against India in their
group match.

The 33-year-old injured himself

Kane Williamson vs Indian spinners, watch
out for the battle within battle in CT final

Dubai

‘The showdown between Indian spin-
ners and Kane Williamson will be in-
tense on a gripping DICS pitch, but
beyond the personal realm, it also has
the potential to decide the outeome of
the Champions Trophy final here on
Sunday.

New Zealand is eager to end their
25-year-long wait for an 1CC 50-
over title after bagging the 1CC
Knockouts Trophy in Kenya, beating
India by four wickets in 2000.

On the other hand, India are gun-
ning for their second Champions
Trophy since 2013 and they could be
fielding four spinmers and two pacers
for the ICC showpiece final here on
Sunday.

The title clash could be played on
the same surface that was used in the
match against Pakistan, where spin-
ners had found some assistance.

TIn that context, Williamson's im-
peceable adaptability skills and tech-
nical nous is vitdl for New Zealand,
and he had produced o masterclass
while making an 81 in the final group
match against India here a few days
ago.

New Zealand coach Gary Stead
thought that India will pursue the
four-spinner strategy in the final as
well, which he terméd "challenging.”
“It's probably what we expect for
them to play against us, but we have
four spinners as well within our
squad and we think we're pretty well
bal 1. But it's always a challs
They are very, very good spinners, all
of them in their own right.

“So, for us, it's just being clear on
our plans and working out if there
could be a match-up that we are de-
ciding within our team that it's the
right one for us to go after. So who

knows, they (Indian spinners) might
have an off-day as well and that
could be in our advantage,” said
Stead.

But Stead also knows that rather
than waifing for an off-day from the
well-stocked Indian spin unit. taking
them head on is a better option,

“We have toadapt to what's going
on within the mateh, but all our bats-
men will have their individual plans
around how they want to combat
them.” Itis true particularly against
Varun Chakravarthy who has a bot-
tomless bag of tricks — wrong'uns,
leg-breaks, scrambled seam deliver-
ies, und seam-up ones which are
Faster.

In fact, he clean bowled Mitchell
Santner with a 113 kmph seam-up de-
livery to end New Zealand's resistance
in the league match here a few days
b

“Sometimes a little bitof bravery to
take, I mean, those options are on, so

we're certainly up for that, up for that
challenge and that's what India will
bring, We know that they've got four
very capable spinners,” he added.

So, Stead will certainly pencil in
Williamson big time in his plans to
counter Indian slow bowlers as the
34-vear-old has a remarkable caveer
record against spinners in ODIs —
2052 runs at an average of 47 witha
strike rate of 86.

“He's a guy that rises for the big oc-
casion and he’s done it many times
for New Zealand in the past. Look,
cricket’s a game runs arem't guaran-
teed, but I know that Kane will be do-
ing everything he can to prepare to
score well and he's one of those
unique individuals around the world
that has that ability to adapt to dif-
ferent pitches.

“He seems to be able to do that
faster than many other players, <o fin-
gerscrossed from our perspective that
Kane has a big day,” said Stead.

when he landed on his shoulder
during the semifinal against South
Africa in Lahore on Wednesday.

“Matt obviously landed on his
shoulder and it was pretty uncom-
fortable. 1 guess the positive thing
from our pesspective is that he got
back out there to bowl. We've had
some scans done on him," Stead
told reporters here on Friday.

The coach was hopaful that Hen-
ry would be ready in time for the fi-
nal.

“We're going to give him every
changce to be playing in this match,
so still a little bit unk at this

Nasser Hussain backs NZ: India
and New Zealand will face off again
in the Champions Trophy final on
Sunday, having played the final
group A game in Dubai.

Former England captain Nasser
Hussain has backed New Zealand to
win, saying the Ki have some
tough cricketers who won't choke
under pressure.

“They will not bottle it, they won't
choke. We were having dinner with
[former Australia batter] Aaron
Finch and he summed it up pretty
well in saying New Zealand are
never a side that beat themselves.
And by that, he means that they will
rock up, and they will putin a per-
formance,” he told Sky Sports.

“All the way through the New
Zealand lineup they have some
very, very tough cricketers who
turn up to every single game and
give it their absolute best - that’s
why they will always be there
around semi-finals and finals.”

UP Warriorz look to
end campaign on a
high, disrupt RCB’s
playoff hopes

Lucknow

stage.,

“He's obviously pretty sore just
from landing on the point of his
shoulder, but yedh, hopefully he
will be okay,” he noted.

New Zealand lost only one match
during the preliminary engagements,
against India. Henry's figures in
that game are the best of the wur-
nament so far.

After dream senior India
debut, Sakshi focuses on speed
to shine at Junior World Cup

New Delhi

Bolstered by a dream senior India de-
but at the Hockey Pro League, young
forward Sakshi Rana is now working
on her speed as she sets hersights on.
defending the gold medal af the Jun-
ior World Cup in Chile later this
year,

The s7-year-old struck a sensa-
tional field goal against Spain on
herdebut, even as India went down
34 to Spain in Bhubaneswar.

Sakshi later played against Spain
and Germuny.

“IT'waswaiting for the day of my de-
but for a long time so T was really
happy dbout it. T wasn't nervous as
such hefore the match because the
seniors supported me and told me
that there are no mistakes in vour
first game, hence, Teould play freely,”
Sakshi said in'a Hockey India release.

Sakshi's debut goal was a brilliant
solo effort as she pressed effectively,
timed hertackle perfectly towin the
ball in & dangerous area, and then
fired a backhand shot from inside the
circle.

target was to score on my de-
but so I was very determined. When
1 made the effort and snatched the
ball, I saw no one was around me and
justteok the shot. Everyone started
shouting and T realised that T had
seored a goal.” Sakshi said her stint
in Bhubaneswar made her realise
the need to work on her speed dur-
ing training.

“As I have played against foreign
yers in the Hockey India League
and Pro League recently, I have re-
alised it is all about speed now. I have
to be quick on the field, espedially
since I am a forward, so I will be

working on that now," she said.

Sakshi was an integral part of the
gold medal-winning Indian team at
the Women’s Junior Asia Cup last
year,

“My focus is entirely on the Junior
World Cup, and I'm training hard for
it. With consistent practice and ded-
ication, [ believe I can contribute to
India winning another medal,” she
sai

Initially named in the standby list,
Sakshi is grateful that chief coach
Hurendra Singh recognised her po-
tential and gave hera senior India de-
but against Spain.

“When he (Harendra Singh) teld
me Lam playing, he said he is not se-
lecting me, but my game. He told me
Twould get achance to score and that
the senior players would help me on
the field. He even hugged me after my
goal, which was a special moment for
me,” she recalled.

Staring at elimination, UP Warriorz
will hope for a stronger middle-or-
der performance as they aim to de-
rafl Royal Challengers Bangalare’s
campaign and conelude their
Womien's Premier League season
on a high when they face off here on
Saturday.

I has been a tale of missed op-
portunities for UP Warriorz.

Apart from a fewindividual flash-
es of brilliance, they have failed to
fire collectively.

With just four points from seven
matches, UPW are languishing at the
battom of the table and are only
mathematically in contention.

Defending champions RCB have
also endured a tough season, with
foiir points from six games and are
coming on the baek of four defeats on
the trot.

However, they have a game in
hand over UP Warriorz, keeping
their playoff hopes alive as Smriti
Mandhana and Co will need to put
their best foot forward.

The heartbreak of their Super
Over loss in their last encounter
will be still fresh in their minds, and
they will be keen to settle the scores.

UP ‘Warriorz batting order has
been far from settled with frequent
changes, especially at the top in the
last three games,

They have experimented with at
least one averseas batter as an open-
er, but the strategy has yielded little
success,

While India’s Kiran Navgire has
been a constant in the top-three
with mixed results, Grace Harris
had an impactful innings, and Geor-
gia Voll produced a sensational
knock against Mumbai Indians in
their last match.

However, in their pursuit of a
strong start, UP Warriorz’s middle
order has misfired as the team has
struggled to post competitive totals
or chase effectively.

“We are making back-to-back mis-
takes in the middle order. Our top
and lower orders are doing well,
but we need to focus on the middie
order,” said Deepti Sharma, UP
Warriorz captain, after the match.

“We had a lot of expectations from
the middle-order batters, and we
hope for the best in the last game,”
UP Warriorz will take heart from the
fact that their highest score of 180
came against RCB.
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European leaders downplay scepticism

from Trump about NATO solidarity

Madrid

uropean  Union

leaders on Friday

downplayed seep-

ticism from US
President Donald Trump
about solidarity among
NATO members a duy after
they backed plans to spend
more on defence amid wa-
vering US support.

After European leaders
cortumitted Thursday to free-
ing up hundreds of billions of
euros for seeurity, Trump
said he was“not so sure” that
the military alliance would
come to the United States’
defence if the country were
attacked.

“We are loyal and Githful
allies.” Freneh Presidenit Fm-
manuel Macron said late
Thursday in response, ex-
pressing “respect and friend-
ship” toward US leaders and
adding that France was” m-
titled to expect the san

Maris Riekstins, Ldm.u
ambassador to NATO.
stressed the militiry allianee
remained the most impor-

tant platform for addressing
transatlantic security issues,
He emphasised the commit-
ment from his country —
which shares a neatly 300~
kmn (186-mile) border with
Russia — to defence spend-
ing.

The Baltic country last
month said spending should
be increased to 4% of GDP
next vear and move toward
5%.

Iran summons British
envoy over baseless'
allegatlons of interference

Tehran

Iran's foreign ministry
summoned the British am-
bassador over what it de-
seribed o “baseless™ accu-
sations by UK officials
against the government,
Iran's state-run IRNA news
agency said Friday.

TRNA said the ministry
summoned Hugo Shorter;
the British ambassador to
Tehran, in response to the
repeated baseless accusa-
tions hy senior British offi-

cials and the allegation that
Iran is attempting to in-
terfere in the UK's intemal
affairs.

Iran's formal protest was
conveyed to him, IRNA
said.

On Tuesday, UK Securi-
ty Minister Dan Jarvis an-
nounced that Britain will
place the whole of the Iran-
ian state — including Iran's
intelligence services and

sag | Conesil
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Trump's repeated warn-
ings that he would make Eu-
ropean allies face the threat
of Russia alane has spurred
countries that for decades
faltered on defence spending
to fnd ways to bolster their
secrity and back Ukraine in
its war against Rllb:il..l.
On Thursday aders
signed off on a move to
loosen budget restrictions
sothat willing EU countries

eould incrense their military
spending.

Following the emergency
talks in Brussels, Trump
again suggested that the US
could abandon its NATO
commitments if member
countries didn't meet the al-
liance's defence spending
targets. He expressed doubt
that other allies will come to
the defence of the US —
though they have donesio af-
ter the Sept 11, 2001 attacks,
the only instunes in which
the Article 5 mutual defence
guarantee was invoked

The US president has erit-
icised the alliance for years.
arguing that Ewopean mem-
bers have not contributed
enough toward their own
security.

try would raise dp_frn(e
spending to reach NATO's
target faster than presiously
committed, But he did not
specify when the eurazone’s
fourth-largest economy —
and NATO laggard — wald

hit the 2% of GDP military
spending target.

Spain spent an estimated
128% of GDP on defence
Tast year. Ttaly and Belginm
also spent less than the 2%
target last year, according
to NATO estimates.

NATO members pledged
2014 tospend at least 2%
of GDP andefence, which 23
countries were expected to
meet last year amid con-
ceérns about the war in
Ukraine. Spain, which
ranked last among NATO
members for the share of
GDP it contributed to the
military. previously said it
would reach that wuget by
2029,

Sinchez  emphasised
Spiin's commitment to Eu-
ropean sceurity and to back-
ing Ukraine — though he
stated that the security
threats faced by the south-
em European nation were
of a different nature than
what European allies on the
bloe's eastern. front face
from Russia.

Still, he said, “it's clear
that we all have to mak( an
effort and an accelerated
effort.”

Though he did not name
Trump, the Spanish leader
on Thursday argued for a
stronger, more unified Eu-
rope, saying that “while
some (leaders) raise walls
and tariffs, we build bridges
and close trade agree-
ments”,

Meanwhile, Itating Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni

India, Ireland agree to set up
Joint Economic Commission
to boost trade ties

London
India_and Ireland have
agreed toset up s Joint Feo-
noi Commission 1o in-
¢ lnl.m-l al trm](- in-

the JEC, once established,
will serve as a vehicle to en-
hanee mtemnal eooperation
and  coordination. and
strengthen the “likeminded

made that ap-

hip with one of the

peared tohackirack on pre-
vious suppoit for Ukmaine
Jjomning NATO. She argued
that extending the alliance’s
mutual defence guarntees
to Ukraine without granting
it membership would en-
sure “stable, lasting and ef-
fective security™,

Sweden on  Friday
marked its first anniversary
as a member of NATO, with
posts an social platform X
from Prime Minister Ulf
Kristersson and the Min-
istry for Foreign Affairs.

Kenyan govt's political pact with main
opposition party draws criticism

Nairobi (Kenya)
Kenya's ruling and main op-
position parties have signed
an agreement that will see
bothsides involved in critical
government policy making in
what erities have discribed ax
nmupl to silence oppo-

il

Pw_sldn-nx William Ruto
and main opposition leader
Raila Odinga signed the
ngrwnemnnl-n( v as their

the 1 y Guards
—on the highest level on its
foreign influence

porters held a march
nmund the capital, Nairobi.
Odinga, leader of the Or-
anyge Democratic Mavement,

said Friday's pact was nota
*nevw political formation” but
an agre. 1 that would
“hielp build the country,
Ruto, who leads the Uit-
ed Democratic Alliance, said
leaders had always made

“politically correct” decisions
and not those that are good
for the people of Kenya, He
hailed Odinga for always
making “difficult decisions™
for the mlen,';i of other

ically there's no op-
position party in parlisment
in Renya?" palitical analyst
an)dla Nyabola posted on

'[1\9 opposition Wiper
Demoeratic Party leader
Kalonzo Musycka wmte on X
that Friday's pact was "the
biggest betraval of Kenyans.”

Tt is the fourth time Odin-
ga — a five time election los-
er-has signed a pact with a
ruling president.

Odinga and Rutto said their
pact was not dimed al dis-
tributing government posi-
tions amongst the two par
ties, but instead it provided a
framework for consultations
onissues that affect Kenyans,

Odinga said it would "help
ease tension inourcountly”
and that the opposition had
realised that it was not
enough to "stand aside and
critieise.”

ties, meu] Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar announced
after ameetingwith his Irish
counterpart in Dublin an
Friday.

He met Tanaiste (for-
eign minister) Simon Harris
over a warking breakfast
meeting at the Department
of Foreign Affairs. The duo
also clinched an “Action
Plan” to enhance the India-
Irish partnershiip as a high-
light of the first visit by an1n-
dian external affairs minister
(EAM) to Ireland and the
first high-level political visit
from India since the visit of
Prime Minister Narendra

largest economies in the
world”,

“With two-way trade al-
ready at EURO 16 billion,
we're committed to strength-
ening every opportunity for
growth, investment, aned col-
laboration,” said arris,

“I was pleased earlier this
week Lo sectire governiment
approval for adoption of an
Action Plan for enhancing
Ireland’s engagement with
India. Thisis aclear demon-
stration of Ineland’s com-
mitment to-despening our
engagement with Tndia as o
key bilateral partner,” he
said. The Irish minister said

Modliin 2015, the first practical outworking
“We discussed vur bilat-— towards this plan was lhr.'
jon, includinga  signing by both

cral

pew Action Plan to reinvig-
orate ties Agreed toset upa
Joint Eeonomie Commiis-
sion (JEC) to ihcrease our
trade, i and tech-

a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on diplo-
matic exchange of officials,
Mmuicr I"u_\]lm)kar and 1

nology linkages,” Jaishinkir
posted onsoctal media.
“Exchanged views on the
recent developments in our
respective regions and glob-
ally, including the Ukraine
conflict.  West  Asia,
Afghanistan and the Indo-
Pudific. Also spoke about In-
dig-EU cooperation and
multilateralism.” he said.
The government of Ire-
land said in astatement that

1a range of hi-
Immﬂ ssutes including Lre-
land and India's culturaland
people-to-people links, our
engagement with India as
committed members of the
l'um]w.m Unien and global
issues such as Russia's war of
aggression in Ukrine, the
situations in the Middle East
and the Indo-Pacific region
and common challenges
cuch s dlimate cliangs,” stat-
ed Harris.
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Two-Day Global Road Infratech Summit & Expo Concludes
with Focus on Sustainable Infrastructure and Safer Roads

TRANSITIONS®

unveils GEN §™,

an Ultra

Dynamic Lenses
New Dellii

New Delhi

EssiflorLuxotiica India has
officially lmunched Transi-
tions® GEN $*, aground-
breaking innovation in op-
tical technology designed to
redefine the eyewear expe-
rvience. This next-genera-
tion lens offers a seamless
blend of speed, style, and
st vision, eatering to the
dynamic lifestyles of modem
ConsuIners.

Transitions GEN §™ is
the fastest darkening lensin
the clear-to-dark pho-
tochromic category, deliv-
ering unparalleled respon-
siveness. Developed through
extensive researchand col-
Iaboration with wesrers, the
lens goes hcvuud conven-

he Two-Day Global

Road Infratech

Summit & Expo

(GRIS) concluded
in New Delhi with a strong
emphasis on constructing
sustainable infrastructure
and enbaneing road safety.
The event brought together
eminent infrastructure and
roud safety experts from
around the world, high-
lighting the need forinno-
valive solutions, best prac-
tices, and policies to trans-
form India’s road network
for the future.

Speaking at the summit,
Mr, K. K. Kapila, President
Emeritus of the Interna-
tional Road Federation

tional pi

(IRF), ed the im-

offering !:‘{LA!{JLIG“HJ com-
fort, adaptability, and con-
venienee,

Commenting on  the
launch, Narasimhan
Narayanan, President, Es-
silorLuxotticn South Asia,
emphasized the impertance
of light management i vi-
sion care. "Consumers de-
serve the best vision care
possible, and light manage-
mient plays & erifical Fole in
that. With Transitions GEN
S, we have combined cut-
ting-edge scienceand tech-
nology to encate a revolu-
tionary product that adapts
intuitively 1 light, reacting
quickly to meet the wearer's
needs Additionally, these
lenses offer an elevated ex-
penence with awider color
palette, allowing wearers to
personalize thenr eyewear
to miteh any frame. This
product represents asignif-
icant opportunity to en-
hanee vision citre, in coher-
enee with our vision of ‘See
More, Be More, and webe-
ligve Transitions GEN Swill
become a key recommen-
dation for Eye Care Profes-
sionals.”

portance of building safe,
efficient, and sustainable
roads. He emphasized that
despite significant ad-
vancements i road infra-
structure technology, In-

Fift Int'l Packaging Summit Unvells Safe, Smart & Sustainable

New Delhi

The 5th International Sum-
mit for Packaging Industry
(ISPl 2025) commented in-
augurated by Harsh Malho-
tra, Minister of Stite in the
Ministry of Corporate Af-
[airs and Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways,
Organized by the Indian In-
stitute of Packaging (IIP),
the three-day summit foeus=
& on the theme 58 of Pak-
aging - Safe, Secure, Stan-
dardised, Smart, and Sus-
tainable.”

The summit serves as a
premier platform for indus-
try leaders, experts, and in-
novators to diseuss the latest
trends and advaneements in
packaging materials, con-
version technologies, and -
tomation. A ke {ncuca e~
mains on and

’

INTERNATIONAL ROAD FEDERATION

GLOBAL ROAD INFRATECH

dia faces eritical challenges
S ustainability, and
on. Stressing the
v's commitment to
“Vision Zero,” he called for
colléctive efforts to achieve
carhon peutrality and elim-
inate road ftalities,

dustry adapts to meet mod-

‘The urgency of road safe-
ty was reinforced with
alarming statistics, reveal-

ing that India records over
1.7 lakh road fatalities an-
nually. While the global
trend shows a 5% decline in
road deaths, India has wit-

Alam,

em
reducing environmental im-
pact.

The event commenced
with the traditional lighting of
the lamp, symbolizing the
begitming of an mnghmﬂ

novations. R K. Mishra, IRS,
D:ru'tnmflﬂ’ delivered the
ddress, followed by

consumer safety, as the in-

anoverview of the summit by

| Director & RO, 1P

— Delh

Delivering the Chief Guest
Address, Harsh Malhotra
emphasized the critical role
paclaging plays in preserving
product safety and extending
shelflife. He highlighted the
necessity of robust packaging
solutions, especially in India’s
fast-moving supply chain,
where perishable goods fre-

nessed 010% increase
naling the need for imme-
diate, technology-driven,
palicy-backed, and infra-
strueture-led interventions
to address this criz
The summit focused on
key areas essential for the

quently travel bong drstanu s,

future of India’s road in-
frastructure. Experts dis-
cussed the de\clopmma of
green highways and cli-
materesilient road designs,
along with the adoption of
climate-adaptive materials
and low-carbon technolo-
gies, Emphasis was placed
on promoting the circular
economy in roud constrye-
tion by incorporating the
principles of reducing, re-
eyeling, anil reusing mate-
rials.

Technology-driven road
infrastructure emerged as
another critical area of dis-
cussion. The deployment
of Intelligent Transport Sys-
tems (ITS) with Al-based
traffic was

plored as ways to enhance
predictive maintenance and
ensure road longevity. Ad-
ditionally, the importance
of developing EV-ready cor-
ridors and charging infra-
structure to promote sus-
tainable mobility was em-
phasized.

Road safety remained a
core concern throughout
the summit. with discus-
sions centered on the im-
plementation of automited
enforcement systems and
smart road markings. The
development of connected
vehicle technologies was
recognized as an effective
means to improve road user
‘ulﬂ’ti \dehlmli.lllv experts
hred the role of Sufe

highlighted as a crucial
measure for improving ef-
ficiency. The integration of
loT-enabled road monitor-
ing systems and the use of
digital twins for infrastruc-
ture planning were ex-

Innovations

purtanee of participating in

“Intoday’s fast
ply chain, sl‘u,m.ﬁv:;mt i
ume of perishable goods is
transported from southernto
northern' India. Withotit
proper packaging, these
items are at high risk of

an compinies haveachieved
world-vlass standards with
1o compromises on quality
and technology. This semmit
fu\lu\ collaboration and

Driving Scores (SDS) and
behavioral ‘monitoring
through data-driven in-
sights in encouraging re-
sponsible driving practices,

The summit called for
strosiger collabortion be-

tween policymakers, in-
dustry leaders, and acade-
mia to huild a sustainable
and safe road ecosystem.
Public-Private Partmerships
(PPPs) and policy incen-
tives were identified as cra-
cial mechanisms for large-
scale infrastructure mod-
ermizition, while global best
practices and emerging
technologies were recog-
nized as key drivers for fu-
ture infrastructure plan-
ning. Organized by the In-
dia Chapter of the Interna-
tional Road Federation
(TRF), the event was inau-
gurated by Union Minister
for Road Transport & High-
ways, Mr. Nitin Gadkari,
With the participation of
over 300 eminent road in-
frastructure experts, the
summit reinforced India’s
mmitment to advancing
ity road infrastructure in a
safe, efficient, and sustain-
able manner,

Dabur Amla Hair Oil Launches
Empowering “I'm Big, I'm Brave,
I'm Beautiful” Campaign

Amla, lndm s most frusted
hasir u|l bnmL launches a

spoilage. Summits like this

provide a valuable platfurm
for emenging packaging com-
panies o explore best pric-

vations that enhanee product
safety and langevity, Addi-
tionally, this conference will
spotlight sustainable pack-
aging solutions, a crucial fo-
cug at u time when environ-
mental concerns and pollu-
tion are more pressing than
ever,” Malhotra stated.
Sunil Jain, Chairman, TP,
underscored the global reoog-
nition of Indian packaging
companics, stressing the im-

helping
us l(lElﬂlf_\' best ]!l'dﬂllﬁ arid
explore strategic partner-
ships that drive innovation
and growth,” he remarked,
R. K. Mishra, IRS, Direc-
tor. 1P, highlighted the fun-
damental roleof packaging in
protecting product integrity.
“Esery industry in India s in-
terconnected with the pack-
aging sector, Packaging en-
sures prroduct quality during
transpartation, and any eom-
promise—such as tampered
packaging—can resultin eco-
nomic losses and consumer
safety risks,"he ssid,

that
honors the comage, confi-
dence, and resilience of
women who challenge soei-

etal norms, The campaign,
ted ‘1 Big. I Brave. I Beauti-
ful, acts as an anthem for
women who carve ot their
own paths to suecess and
embrace ther journeys with
strength and grace, For
decades, Dabur Amla has
been a vital part of women's
lives, not only strengthening
their hair but also boosting
their confidence. This cam-
paign embodies the brand’s
core philosophy—just as

strong roots allow hair to
hecome long, strong values
and self-hefief enable women
to tise above expectations.
Through this initiative,
Dabur Amla inspires women
to embrace their identities
unapologetically and rede-
fine success on thedr own
terms.

Commenting onthe cam-
palgn, Mr. Ankur Kumar,
Head of Marketing at Dabur
India Ltd., states, Dabur
Amla has always drawn in-
spiration from the unmwav
ing trust women place in us,
“This campaign is our tribute
to the strength and cournge
afevery woman who dares to
rise shove expectations and
shape her dwn journey.




Mumt
ans of ia Bhatt
have a reason to
celebrate, as her
2014 film 'Highway'
has returiied to theatres to
celebrate Women's Day.

The tilm, directed by Im-
tinz Ali and produced by
Nadiadwala Grandson En-
tertainment, will runin PVR
and Inox cinemas from
March 7 to March 13.

ina press note shared by
the filn's team, producer
Sajid Nadiadwala said,
"Highway remains one of
our most cherished films
and continiles to receive
immense love even today,
It's & timele
deserves to be rev
featuring outstanding per-
formances by Alia Bhatt
and Rand Hooda I'm
delighted that this Women's
Day, audiences will have
the chance to expeérience
this beautiful film on the big
sereen onee again.”

Just a couple of daysago,
actor Randeep Hooda, who
played Mahabir Bhati (one
of the abductors) in the film
also took a stroll down
memory lane and recalled
collaborating with Tmtiaz

Alf on Highway, which also
starred Alia Bhatt.
Expressing gratitude to
Imtaz, Randeep, in a press
note, shared, "Highway is
such aclassic becaw: a
journey, and that too o
love. A pure love that is
doomed hy the class divide
inour country. It's just not
seceptable in our society
Though Veers, being inno-
cent about it, wants it
habir, knowing the real
resists; oiily to finally give n
and pay the price with his
Life. Highway is a movie
wherte living the part’ start-
ed to take some tangible
shape for me. I'm really
grateful to Imtiaz for letting
that kappen to me. 1t did
spill over into my life as
well at that time, and maybe
Mahabir still lingers within
me."
He added, "It was

Tived it more off-camera
than what was captured,
Over the years, I'm still
learning to have more trans-
Inte on camera and have
less affliction of that inone's
real life."

Released 11 years ago,

Mumbai

clor Radhika Apte

is set to make her
directorial debut
with the action-

fantasy film Koyta (Sickle),
aceording to Variety.
The film is produced by

Bollywoed
Vikramaditva Motwane.
Motwane has previ-
ously worked on

Highway proj
ideas  of
‘bondage” and ‘free-
dom’ in a fresh

the

light.

played a Del-
higirl from &
rich house-
who
gets ahducted

hold,

er in the

flm.

often  hailed as

filmmaker

projects  like
\ Black War-
rant, which

W marked
the de-
but of

Mum-

Aeran oc-
Arupam
her, who is

"Marathon Man,'
turned 70 on
Mareh 7, social
media was filled
with wishes from
fans and Bolly-
wood  celebs,
however it was
a special post
from his wife,
relress Kirron
Kher, that truly
captured hearts.

On Friday, the
actress took to her
Instgram account
to  share am

adorable post while
expressing, her love
forr her "Dearest Dar-
ling.
showed the two of them
sharing a warm and
beautiful hug.
"Dearest Darling Anu-

Alia Bhatt's 2014
film re- releases
for Women's Day

The picture

cted

Alin
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Ranbir Kapoor's consin Za-
han Kapoor,

The news was an-
nounced as part of the
CineV-CHD Market lineap,
which was revealed dur-
ing the Cinevesture Inter-
national Film Festival
{CIFF); reported Variety.
“This year's lineup includes
22 different projects from
both well-known and new
filmmakers.

According to Variety,
Koyta will be in Hindi and
Marathi. The story follnws
ayoung migrant sugarcane
cutter who undergoes a

forced medical procedure
thut gives her superpowers.
She then uses these powers
to help free her family from
debt.

Meanwhile, on the work
front, the actress will next
be seen in the period
thriller Akka, which also
stars Keerthy Suresh,

The first look for th
ries was unveilod in
1 grand Netflix
event in Mumbai.

The series is set in the
19808 in the fictional South
Indian city of Pernuru,
where a matriarchal socie-

Radhika Apte to make
directorial debut with
action-fantasy film 'Koyta'

ates. The story
s around gangster
queenswhose reign is chal-
lenged when an outsider
threatens their rule, lead-
ing to a violent hattle for
survival.

Akka is written and di-
rected by Dharmaraj §
ty and produced by Aditya
Chopra, Yogendra Mogre,
haye Widhani un-
tertainment.

Apart from Keerthy
Suresh and Radhika Apte,
the serie eter-

an actress Tanvi Azmiina
key role,

Kirron Kher pens adorable

pam Kher, wishing
youg very happy and
blessed birthday. God
bless you with a
healthy and happy life
many more yéass 10 follow
Years filled with creativity
and joy. Lots of love,” read
the note in her post.

Anupam Kher has had a
remarkable journey in the
filin industry. From his un-
forgettable  debut  in
‘Saaransh’ (1984) to his up-
coming directarial venture,
“Tanvi The Great." he has al-
ways pushed boundaries by
reinventing himself and rais-
ing the bar.

Amupam Kher made his
Trufinn cinema debutin Ma-
hesh Bhatt's *Saaransh’ ar
the age of 28, plaving a 65-
year-old grieving father. His
powerful performance as BV
Pradhan, u retired &hoal-
teacher coping with the loss
of his son, stunned audi-
ences and critics alike.

I in the acting
as recently seen

heartwarming story of a69-
vear-old man named V

)
who defies societal expecta-
tions by training for a
triathlon.

Ayush-man
Khurrana

Ventures into
Haryanvi Pop
with AI Twist

New Delhi

ctor and singer

Ayushmann Khur-

rana has ventured

into the world of
Haryanvi pap music through
his latest collaboration with
Wamer Music India. His
new EP, titled The Heart-
break Cihor:', miarks Khur-
rana’s debut in singing
Haryanvi tracks, supple-
mented by an Al-generated
visualizer video, o pioneering
step in Bollywood,

The title track, penned by
Kunwar Juneja and Krishna
Bhiaradwaj and composed
by Jaya Rohilla and Gourov
Dasgupta, showeases Khir-
rana's passion for the genre.
Harynmd consultant Vaibhiay
Dewan played a key role in
the project. The EP also in-
chudes two additional tracks,
"Ho Gaya Pyar Re' and "Dri-
veto Murthal',

birthday note for “darling”
husband Anupam Kher

Cynthia Erivo
boards action
thriller ‘Karoshi’

Washing{on
cademy Award-
nominated ac-
tress Cynthia Eri-
o has signed on

to star in Lionsgate’s up-
ction thriller

“Karoshi’,

Erivo, wha is currently in
production on
high-profile projec
join forees with Teo Yoo
and 1sabel May in the film,
which is sel to begin pro-
duction in June, confirmed
Deadline.

“Karoshi’, dirccted by
Takashi Doscher from his
awn script, is described as
a corporate thriller with a
samurai twist.

While plot details and
role specifies for Erivo,
Yoo, and May are being
kept under wraps, the film
promises to deliver high-
octane action and sus-
pense.

‘Karoshi' is being pro-
duced by 87Eleven Enter-
tainment’s Chad Stahelski,
Alex Young, and Jason
Spitz, through their deal
with Lionsgate.

Erivo, who recently

wrapped up filming on the
two-part. ‘Wicked' movie
adaptation, is sel to ap-
pear in i slew of upeoming
projects. She will star as a
m

set of sextuplets
son 2 of Peacock’s ‘Poker
and will also tike on
the role of Jesus in the
Hollywood Bowl produc-
tion of ‘Jesus Christ Su-

ei-

perstar’ this summer.
lition to her acting
o has also been

sitigg 4 new single, ‘Re-
play.” which is the first off
of her upecoming album.

She will also host the
2025 Tony Awards in
June.

Actress Ranya

_ Bengalury
Bengalury  court
has granted the Di-
rectorate of Rev-
e Intelligence
(DRY) custody of Kanmada
actress Ranya Rao for three
days in connection. with a
gold smuggling cas

The order was issued on
Friday by the Economie Of-
fenses Court, presided over
by Justice Vishwanuath C.
Gowdar.

Ranya. known for her roles
in Kannada films like
Maanikya and Pataki, was
detained carlier this weck
by the Directomte of Revenue.
Tntelligence (DRI) ar Kem-
pegowda International Air-
part (KIA)in connection with:
an alleged gold smuggling
case after returning from
Dubai on March 3.

Authorities allege that
Ranya was camying 14.8 kilo-
grams of gold, which she in-
tended o smuggle into the
country.

s produced bef
court for financial off
and wats remanded fo judicial
custody until March 18. Pri-
or to her transfer w custody,

: Rao sent to 3-day
DRI custody

she underwent a medical ex-
aminition al Bowring Hos-
pital in Bengaluru, During
questioning, Ranya report-
edly clyimed that her trip to
Dubai was for business pur-
poses, though anthorities al-
Tege that her visit was linked
to the illegal mportation of
gold.

Meanwhile, soon after the
Kannada actress was arrest-
ed at Bengaloru Interna-
tional Airport, an mage of
her with swollen eves and
bruises hegan circulating on
socia] media, leading to spec-
ulation thit the actress might
have been allegedly assault-
ed during or after her arrest

The Chairperson of the
Karpataks State Comm
sion for Women, Nagal
shmi Chaudhary, responded
to the viral image on Firday
and stated that the commis-
sion cannot eomduct an in-
vestigation unless a formal
complaint is filed

"Actually, someone has to
file a complaintwith us. The
Waomien's Commission is not
an authorty to conduct an in-
vestigatiol e siid.

Condemning any act of vi-
olence agninst Ranya, Chaud-
hary stated, "Whoever has
comumiitted the assault shonld
not have done so.






