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Transport Minister
directs to run
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against unregistered
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Delhi's roads
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face justice in US: President Trump
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50,000 more government
jobs to be given to youth,
says Punjab CM
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Trump announces reciprocal
tariffs against India from April

W US President Donald Trump defends tariffs, says India
imposes over 100 per cent auto tariff, calls trade policies

of EU, China, Brazil, Mexico, and Canada "unfair’

Washington

nited States Pres-
ident Donald
Trump _criticised

the high tariffs charged
by India and other coun-
tries, terming them as
“very unfair” and an-
nounced reciprocal tar-
iffs from April 2 on na-
tions that impose levies
on American goods.

Trump made these
remarks in an address
to the Joint Session of
the Congress on Tues-
day. It was the first ad-
dress of his second term
in the White House. On
January 20, Trump was
sworn in as the 47th
President of the US.

“If you don't make
your product in Ameri-
ca, however, under the
Trump administration,
you will pay a tariff and
in some cases, a rather
large one," Trump said.

"Other countries have
used tariffs against us
for decades and now
it's our turn to start us-
ing them against those
other countries. On
average, the European
Union, China, Brazil,
India, Mexico and Can-
ada — have you heard

”

of them? And countless
other nations charge us
tremendous higher
tariffs than we charge
them," Trump said.
"It's very unfair. In-
dia charges us auto tar-
iffs higher than 100 per
cent."

In February, Presi-
dent Trump said that his
administration ~ would
“soon” impose reciprocal
tariffs on countries such

America could help New Delhi secure relief from

as India and China, reit-
erating what he had said
during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's  vis-
it to the US capital last
month.

Trump has made it
clear to Prime Minister
Modi that India will not
be spared from Wash-
ington's reciprocal tar-
iffs and emphasised that
“nobody can argue with
me” on tariff structure.

U.S. SC rejects Trump bid to
freeze $2 billion in foreign aid

‘Washington

lhe justices said
Tthe federal judge

who ordered the
resumption of payments
for contracts with the
USAID and State De-
partment “should clari-
fy what obligations the
Government must fulfill”

Washington: A divid-

ed Supreme Court on
Wednesday rejected the
Trump administration’s
request to keep billions
of dollars in foreign aid
approved by Congress
frozen.

However, the court
did not immediately say
when the money must
be released, allowing the
White Iouse to contin-
ue to dispute the issue in
lower courts.

The ruling was 5-4.
The order was unsigned
but four conservative
Jjustices dissented — Sam-
uel Alito, Clarence Thom-
ac Nell(:omuch and Brett

Maximum | “Minimum
27°c 13°C
e | 12°c

Vi h. That put five
]\lSﬂCCS in the majority,

Chief Justice John Rob-
erts, Amy Coney Barrett,
Elena Kagan, Sonia Soto-
mayor and Ketanji Brown
Jackson.
The majority noted
that given a court-or-
dered deadline to spend
the money last week had
already passed, the low-
er courts should “clari-
fy what obligations the
government must fulfil
to ensure compliance
with the temporary re-
straining order.”

In a strongly worded
dissent, Alito wrote that
he was “stunned” by
the court’s decision to

permit !he lower-court
Judge to order the ad-
ministration to unfreeze
the foreign aid at issue
in the case.

Alito added: “A feder-
al court has many tools
to address a party’s
supposed nonfeasance.
Self-aggrandizement of
its jurisdiction is not one
of them.”

While the ruling was
5-4, it was “extreme-
ly modest,” said Steve
Vladeck, CNN Supreme
Court analyst and pro-
fessor at Georgetown
University Law Center.

Agency

"China's average tar-
iff on our products is
twice what we charge
them. And South Ko-
rea's average tariff is
four times higher. Think
of that, Four times high-
er. And we give so much
help militarily and in
so many other ways to
South Korea. But that's
what happens. This is
happening by friend and
foe," Trump said.

W This comes just weeks after PM Narendra Modi’s visit to the
US raised hopes among Indian industry that a trade deal with

Fadnavis vows to put
Azmi in jail as Akhilesh

backs his MrLA

[

ping tariffs

"We've been ripped off
for decades by nearly
every country on earth,
and we will not let that
happen any
Trump said.

Asserting that this sys-
tem is "not fair to the
United States" and never
was, Trump said that re-
ciprocal tariffs will kick
in from April 2.

"Whatever they tariff
us, other countries, we
will tariff them. That's
reciprocal, back and
forth,” Trump said amid
applause from Republi-
can lawmakers.

"Whatever they tax us,
we will tax them. If they
do non-monetary tariffs
to keep us out of their
market, then we will do
non-monetary barriers
to keep them out of our
market. There's a lot of
that too. They don't even
allow us in their market.
We will take in trillions
and trillions of dollars
and create jobs like we
have never seen before,"
Trump said.

He added that "I did
it with China, and I did
it with others and the
Biden  administration
CONTD ON PAGE-2

longer,”

Mumbai
amajwadi
MLA Abu

Party
AS|m

tested against the action,

saying he has been pun-
ished despite retr'\cnng

ﬁ-om the Maharashtra
assembly over his re-
marks praising Mughal
empemrAurangzeb will
be 100 per cent' put in
jail, Chief Minister Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis
said in the legislative
council.

Members of the treas-
ury benches asserted
in the assembly that
Aurangzeb's praise
amounted to insult of
Maratha king Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj and
his warrior-son Chha-
trapati Sambhaji Maha-
raj, both revered figures
in Maharashtra.

Azmi, suspended from
the assembly till the
ongoing budget session
ends on March 26, pro-

his  cont re-
marks.
In the legislative

council, when Fadnavis
was asked by Leader of
Opposition  Ambadas
Danve of the Shiv Se-
na-Uddhav  Balasaheb
Thackeray why Azmi
was not jailed for his re-
marks, he said the MLA
from Mankhurd-Shivaji
N1g1r1n Mumbai will be
'100 per cent' put in jail.

Shiv Sena-UBT pres-
ident Uddhav Thacker-
ay, an MLC, asserted no
one should dare speak
against national icons
and it is the govern-
ment's responsibility to
take strict action against
those who make offen-
sive remarks against
them. Agency

New Zealand rout South
Africa; face India in final

achin _ Ravindra
and Kane Wil
iamson  struck

commanding centuries
as New Zealand ham-
mered South Africa by
50 runs in a high-scor-
ing semi-final to set up a
summit clash with India
in the Champions Tro-
phy, here on Wednesday.
Ravindra played a
brilliant knock of 108
runs off 101 balls, laced
with 13 fours and a six,
while Williamson struck
102 off 94 balls, includ-
ing 10 fours and two six-
es, after skipper Mitchell
Santner opted to bat.
Daryl Mitchell (49 off
37 balls), Glenn Phillips
(49 not out off 27 balls)
and Michael Bracewell
(16 off 12 balls) then
capitalized on the sol-
id foundation, adding
112 runs in the final 10
overs to power New Zea-
land to a massive total

U.S. pauses intelligence sharing with Ukraine

Washington
he U.S. has paused
its intelligence
_sharing with
Ukraine, cutting off the
flow of vital informa-
tion that has helped the
war-torn nation target
Russian invaders, but
Trump administration
officials said Wednesday
that positive talks be-
tween Washington and
Kyiv mean it may only
be a short suspension.
Information about
Russia’s intentions and
military movements has
been critical to Ukraine’s
defense and a strong in-
dication of support from
the U.S. and other West-
ern allies. The suspen-
sion comes after Trump
paused military aid to
Ukraine and is another

&ﬁ?g?

sign of how he has trans-
formed America's rela-
tionship with close allies.
“We have taken a step
back and are pausing
and reviewing all as-
pects of this relation-
ship,” national security
adviser Mike Waltz said

W

R

Wednesday.

Comments from top
Trump administration
officials suggest the deci-
sion is part of the broad-
er negotiations between
Trump and Ukrainian
President  Volodymyr

Zelenskyy to negotiate a

HIGHLIGHT

m Central Intelligence
Agency director says
the pause “on the
military front and the
intelligence front”
was temporary, and
the United States will
again  “work shoul-
der to shoulder with
Ukraine”

peace deal with Russia,
and that intelligence
could begin flowing to
Ukraine again soon.

CIA Director John
Ratcliffe called the sus-
pension a “pause” and
said it came after the
disastrous meeting be-
tween Trump and Zelen-
skyy in the Oval Office

last week. Ratcliffe said
Trump wanted to know
that Zelenskyy was seri-
ous about peace.

“On the military front
and the intelligence
front, the pause that al-
lowed that to happen
will go away, and I think
welll work shoulder to
shoulder with Ukraine
as we have,” Ratcliffe
said.

U.S. intelligence assis-
tance is vital for Ukraine
to track Russian troop
movements and select
targets. Ukrainians use
the information when
operating U.S.-supplied
High Mobility ~ Artil-
lery Rocket Systems, or
IIIMARS, and the U.S.
Army Tactical Missile
System, known as AT-
ACMS. Agency

S,
of 362/6 -- the highest
score in Champions Tro-

phy history.

Only twice has a
higher target been suc-
cessfully chased in

ODIs—both by South Af-
rica—but this time it was
not to be as the Proteas
were restricted to 312 for
9 in pursuit of the record

target, despne a scintil-
lating century from Da-
vid Miller (100 not out
off 67 balls) and fighting
fifties by Rassie van der
Dussen (69) and skipper
Temba Bavuma (56).
Santner (3/43) was
the most successful
New Zealand bowler, as
he, along with the oth-

spinners—Michael
Bracewell (1/53), Glenn
Phillips  (2/27) and
Ravindra (1/20)—tight-
ened the screws in the
middle overs.

New Zealand will now
face former champions
India in the final on Sun-
day in Dubai.

Agency

LS delimitation: TN CM Stalin moots
Joint Action Committee of MPs

Chennai
tepping up the
pressure on Centre,
Tamil Nadu Chief

Minister M K Stalin on
Wednesday  proposed
that the 1971 Census be
the basis for delimita-
tion of Parliamentary
constituencies for 30
years starting 2026 and
favoured a Joint Ac-
tion Committee (JAC)
involving all southern
states to press for relat-
ed demands.

At an all-party meet-
ing on delimitation here
that was attended by
main opposition AIAD-
MK among others, Sta-
lin, moving a resolution,
said that in the event of
increase in the number
of seats in Parliament,

the 1971 Census should
be the basis for it and
that appropriate Con-
stitutional amendment
should be done.

Also, the 1971 popula-
tion data should be the
basis for delimitation

of LS seats for 30 years
from 2026 and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
should make an assur-
ance in the Parliament,
he asserted.

The JAC is to take for-
ward such demands and
create awareness among
the people and the meet
unanimously  opposed
delimitation  exercise
based on population,
which will be a "threat
to federalism and the
rights of southern states
to polmu\] representa-
tion."

Tamil Nadu's present
representational per-
centage in Parliament,
which is 7.18, should not
be changed under any
circumstances.

Agency
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Trump
announces
reciprocal
tariffs against
India from April 2

CONT FROM PAGE-1
couldn't do anything
about it because it was
so much money they
couldn't do anything
about it."

He ddded that the US
has very large deficits
with both Mexico and
Canada.

"But even more impor-
tantly, they have allowed
fentanyl to come into our
country at levels never
seen before, killing hun-
dreds of thousands of
our citizens and many
very young, beautiful
people, destroying fami-
lies. Nobody's ever seen
anything like it. They are
in effect receiving subsi-
dies of hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars. We pay
subsidies to Canada and
to Mexico of hundreds of
billions of dollars. And
the United States will
not be doing that any
longer. We are not going
to do it any longer."

Trump is implement-
ing a 25 per cent addi-
tional tariff on imports
from Canada and Mexi-
co and a 10 per cent ad-
ditional tariff on imports
from China. In a retalia-
tory action, Canada said
that effective March 4,
2025, it is imposing 25
per cent tariffs on USD
30 billion in goods im-
ported from the United
States.

Mexico said it will an-
nounce reciprocal action
on Sunday.

China also announced
it will impose addition-
al tariffs of up to 15 per
cent on imports of key
US farm products.

In the past, Trump has
called India “tariff king"
and a "big abuser”.

Last month, during
a joint press confer-
ence with Prime Min-
ister Modi in the White
House, Trump had said
that India has “been
very strong on tariffs”,
and “1don't blame them,
necessarily, but it's a
different way of doing
business. It's very hard
to sell into India because
they have trade barriers,
very strong tariffs.”

Trump had noted that
as a signal of good faith,
Modi had recently an-
nounced the reductions
to India's “unfair, very
strong tariffs” that limit
US access into the Indi-
an market very strongly.
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DRDO conducts high-altitude trials of integrated
life-support system for pilots onboard Tejas jets

New Delhi:

ganisation (DRDO) has
successfully conducted
high-altitude trials of an
indigenous life support
system for pilots on-
board Tejas light combat
aircraft.

The defence ministry
said cutting-edge life
support systems have
been designed to gener-
ate and regulate breath-
able oxygen for pilots
during flight, eliminat-
ing dependence on tra-
ditional cylinder-based
oxygen.

The trials were con-
ducted on Tuesday.
With appropriate modi-
fications, the system can
also be adapted for use
in MiG-29K and other
aircraft, the ministry
said.

“The Defence Bio-En-
gineering &  Electro
Medical Laboratory, a
Bengaluru-based lab un-
der the DRDO success-
fully conducted high-al-

he Defence Re-
search and De-
velopment Or-

titude

“The Defence Bio-
Engineering & Electro
Medical Laboratory,
a  Bengaluru-based
lab under the
DRDO  successfully
conducted high-
altitude trials of the
Indigenous On-Board
Oxygen Generating
System (0BOGS)-
based Integrated Life
Support System (ILSS)
for the LCA Tejas
aircraft on March 4,”
the it said.

ed the DRDO, the Indian
Air Force, public sector

undertakings, and in-
dustry partners on the
“remarkable  achieve-
ment”,

Singh emphasised that
this development rein-
forces India’s commit-
ment to cutting-edge de-
fence technologies and
aligns with the vision of
“Viksit Bharat 2047'.

The system has been
manufactured by L&T
as a development cum
production partner of
the DRDO, reflecting a
significant collaboration
between the premier de-

trials of the
Indigenous  On-Board
Oxygen Generating Sys-
tem (OBOGS)-based
Integrated Life Support
System (ILSS) for the

ECI provides digital push for
continuous capacity building
of functionaries at all levels

New Delhi:

The two-day conference

of Chief Electoral Of-
ficer (CEOs) of all States
and Union Territories at
the India International
Institute of Democracy
and Election Manage-

ment (IIIDEM) con-
cluded here in Delhi on
Wednesday.

The outcome of the
conference will take the
shape of key delivera-
bles, namely animat-
ed video, audiobook,
e-book, and integrated
dashboard for each of
the identified 28 stake-
holders as per the exist-
ing statutory framework
and ECI instructions is-
sued from time to time,
the ECI said in a release.

According to the ECI
release, adopting a mod-
ern approach to capacity
building, a capsule of
animated videos will be
produced for each stake-
holder, comprehensive-
ly covering all aspects
of elections related to
them. These animated
videos will be a handy
way for each stakehold-
er for self-paced contin-
uous learning.

In line with CEC Gya-
nesh Kumar's vision

and conviction to de-
ploy technology to bnng

:

that a unified IT archi-
tecture with a custom-
ised dashboard would
be devised to facilitate
N Tehold

LCA Tejas aircraft on
March 4,” the it said.
The ILSS underwent
rigorous testing on the
LCA-prototype vehicle-3
aircraft of Hindustan

Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) meeting strin-
gent aeromedical stand-
ards in varied flight
conditions,  including
altitudes of up to 50,000

feet above mean sea lev-
el and high-G maneu-
vers, it added.

“Following flight
clearance from Centre
for Military Airwor-
thiness & Certification
(CEMILAC), the sys-
tem successfully met all
specified parameters,”
the ministry said in a
statement.

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh congratulat-

fence h institu-
tion and defence indus-
tries.

The ILSS has 9o per
cent indigenous con-
tent, furthering India’s
self-reliance in aero-
space technology, ac-
cording to the ministry.

Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defence R&D
and Chairman DRDO,
Samir V Kamat laud-
ed the DRDO team,
the IAF, and industry

New Court Building Inaugurated to
Strengthen ]ud1c1al System in Bulandshahr

Avnish Tyagi
ulandshahr:

In a significant develop-

ment aimed at strength-
ening the ]udma] sys-
tem i

The single window plat-
form would streamline
the input and output
flow of information with
role-based access. This
will smoothen commu-
nication between the
functionaries  with in-
built  cross-verification
to minimise any human
error.

On the second day
of the conference, CEC
Gyanesh Kumar along
with ECs Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu & Vivek Joshi
reviewed the actiona-
ble points presented
by each CEO for timely
delivery of key deliv-
erables. Each CEO has
been assigned a distinct
stakeholder.

The sessions also sig-
nalled a renewed ener-
gy to be channeled into
strengthening commu-
nication at CEO & DEO
level for quick response
to misinformation and
local issues within their
domain. CEOs also dis-
cussed the need to en-
hance reach on social
media for continuous
engagemenl with voters,
in the fast evolving me-

land the ECI

in system
elections, it was declded

dia
said in its release.

in

the Chief Justice of the
Allahabad High Court,
Justice Arun Bhansali,
virtually  inaugurated
the newly constructed
court building in the
district court premises
on Wednesday evening.
The virtual inaugura-
tion was followed by a
formal  ribbon-cutting
ceremony, led by the
Administrative  Judge
of the Allahabad High
Court, Justice JJ Munir,
and District Judge Man-
jit Singh Shayoran, after
the completion of tradi-
tional rituals.

The newly constructed
court building, built at
an estimated cost of Rs
41.15 crore, consists of 19
rooms, desi; 1 to en-

ban), Meerut. The entire
project was completed
within the stipulated
timeline, ensuring that
all necessary require-
ments for a modern ju-
dicial facility were met.
The event witnessed
the presence of several

hance judicial efficiency
and infrastructure in the
district. The structure
aims to facilitate better
court proceedings, en-
suring timely justice for
litigants by providing
improved facilities and
better working condi-
tions for judicial officers
and legal professionals.
The construction of
the building was under-
taken by Unit 7, C&DS,
Pradesh Jal Nigam (Ur-

prominent judicial fig-
ures. Senior Judge of the
Allahabad High Court
and Chairman of the In-
frastructure Committee,
Justice Manoj Kumar
Gupta, attended the cer-
emony, further empha-
sizing the importance of
the occasion. His partic-
ipation highlighted the
judiciary's commitment
to enhancing infra-
structure and efficiency
across the state’s judicial

Gujarat CM inaugurates SemiConnect

Conference; eight MoUs signed

Gandhinagar (Gujarat):
Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel af-
firmed that Gujarat is
poised to play a pivotal
role in the global semi-
conductor demand-sup-
ply chain.

In this context, he
added that in this era of
modern  development,
it is impossible to im-
agine industrial pro-
gress without semicon-
ductors. Gujarat, with
several state-of-the-art
facilities related to elec-
tronics and semicon-
ductors, has become the
top choice for setting up
semiconductor units in
the country.

The Chief Minister
was addressing the in-
auguration of the Gu-
Jjarat SemiConnect
Conference 2025 and
exhibition, organised by
the state go\tmments
Science and Tech

by the Gujarat CMO,
this three-day confer-
ence is witnessing the
participation of more
than 1,500 delegates
from various countries
and India, along with
over 250 exhibitors. In
the presence of the Chief
Minister, the conference
saw the signing of eight
MoUs for investments in
the ductor and

dium, and the laying of
the e-foundation stone
for a hospital, an inter-
national school, and a
fire station to be built in
Dholera.

The Chief Minister
stated that under the
leadership of the Prime
Minister, India’s glob-
al position in emerging
fields like semiconduc-
tors, artificial intelli-

by day. He also high-
lighted that Gujarat has
launched the Gujarat
State Electronics Mis-
sion in line with the
Indian government’s vi-
sion to develop a strong
electronies manufactur-
ing ecosystem.

He added that Gu-
jarat had already im-
plemented a dedicated
Semiconductor  Policy
in 2022. Not only that
but rewgnmng the vast
growth 1 | of the

rat’s rapid progress in
developing  high-tech
manpower in the sem-
iconductor sector, he
noted that Gujarat has
emerged as a global hub
in fields like textiles,
pharmaceuticals, ~ dia-
monds, chemicals and
petrochemicals, ceram-
ics, and renewable en-
ergy. He further stated
that Gujarat, the land
of opportunities, aims
to become a centre for a

semiconductor industry
in Dholera, Gujarat has
started developing it as
the country’s first green-
field smart city with
plug-and-play facilities.
The Chief Minister
also provided details
about the Global Ca-
pability Center Policy,
which has been an-
nounced to promote Al,
machine learning, and
analytics technology, in-

high-te
ing revolution through
global collaboration in
innovation, unlocking
limitless development
possibilities.
Extending his best
wishes for the suc-
cess of the conference,
the Chief Minister ex-
pressed hope that the
discussions, panel dis-
cussions, and outcomes
of the three-day confer-
ence would become a

Congress

network.

Following the inaugu-
ration, Justice JJ Munir,
accompanied by Dis-
trict Judge Manjit Singh
Shayoran, inspected the
newly built facility to
ensure that all aspects
of the construction were
in accordance with judi-

satisfaction  with  the
improved facilities. The
citizens of Bulandshahr
also anticipate a more
efficient judicial process,
as better infrastructure
is expected to facilitate
smoother legal proceed-
ings and reduce case
pendency

on the occa-

cial req Their
thoreugh review under-
scored the importance
of creating a conducive
environment for both
legal practitioners and
citizens seeking justice.

The inauguration of
the modern court build-
ing has been widely
welcomed by the legal
fraternity, with lawyers,
judges, and other stake-
holders expressing their

mon, Justice JJ Munir
emphasized the signifi-
cance of the new facility
in ensuring prompt and
efficient legal services.
He acknowledged the
efforts of the construc-
tion agencies and high-
lighted the judiciary's
dedication to providing
improved infrastructure
for the betterment of the
legal system.

Women forced to mortgage
their gold jewellery under
Modi govt: Kharge

New Delhi:

president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Wednesday said wom-
en have been forced to

“mortgage” their gold
jewellery under Prime
Minister Narendra

Modi-led government at
the Centre.

Recalling Prime Min-
ister's “snatching man-
galsutra” remarks dur-
ing the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, Kharge said,

“Narendra Modi ji, you

talked about ‘steal-
ing the mangalsutra’.
That has now come
true. Under your rule,
women have been
forced to wmortgage
their gold jewellery.”
Notably, Modi dur-
ing the general elec-
tions had said that
Congress wants to
snatch “mangalsutra”
of women as part of its
intention to redistrib-
ute wealth.
“Between 2019 and

by mortgaging their
gold. Gold loans will
account for 38 per cent
of the total loans tak-
en by women in 2024.
RBI data in February
2025 showed that gold
loans increased by a
massive 71.3 per cent
in a year,” the Con-
gress chief said.
Kharge, who is also
the Leader of Oppo-
sition in Rajya Sabha

while attacking the
Prime Minister said,
“First you made the

women'’s ‘stridhan’ dis-
appear by implement-
ing demonetization,
now due to inflation
and falling household
savings, they are forced
to mortgage their most
valuable thing- their
jewellery.”

He also accused the
Prime Minister of wors-
ening the condition of
the economy to such
an extent that the mid-
dle-class families who

“Abu Azmi
should be
permanently
suspended”:
Uddhav
Thackeray

Mumbai:
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray sup-
ported the suspension of
Samajwadi Party Maha-
rashtra MLA Abu Azmi
from the budget session,
saying that the “suspen-
sion should be perma-
nent.”

“He should be perma-
nently suspended. It
should not just be for the
Budget Session, the sus-
pension should be per-
manent,” Thackeray told
reporters on Wednesday.

Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
also reacted to Samajwa-
di Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav's ‘X’ post on Abu
Azmi’s suspension, say-
ing that “Let him object
if he wants to. The entire
Maharashtra has raised
an objection against him.
If he wants, he should
make him contest from
there (UP). He does not
know the truth.”

Earlier, Akhilesh Ya-
day criticized the sus-
pension of party leader
Abu Azmi, alleging that
ideological influence
on such actions under-
mines democratic values.

PUBLIC NI)TI(:E ‘

THE PUBLIC AT
NOTICE THAT MY
RAJKUMARI CAISH
HOUSE NO, 274-A, BLOCK-1~
EXTENSION MOHAN GARDEN,
UTTAM NAGAR. WEST DELHI,
DELHI-110059 HEREBY
DISINHERIT HER SON (S
PAPPU SINGH) & DAUGHTER-
IN-LAW (SMT. NEHA) FROM
ALL HER  PROPERTIES
MOVABLE AND IMMOVABLE
BECAUSE OF HER DAUGHTER-

IN- LAW'S BAD CHARACTER
AND UNCONTROLLABLE
BEHAVIOR. THE SAID PERSON
BE NO

WOULD THEREFORE,
LONGER SONAND DAL
IN-LAW OF MY CL

INHERITANY PROPERTY OF MY
CLIENT AFTER THE DEATH OF
MY CLIENT. MY CLIENT SHALL
NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
ANY QUARREL. CRIMINAL/
CIVIL CASE, OR OTHER ACTS
OF THEM OR FOR ANY DEBTS
INCURRED BY THEM.

Jui Singh Yaday

Advocate

Ch No. 628, Lawyer's Chamber
Block, Dwarks Court Compley,
New Delhi-75

Maob. 9891593456

Information is gives
public a1 large
GAUTAM who isfire purchasing
the RESIDENTIAL PLOT AREA
MEASURING 38 SQ. YARDS
LE 3177 SQ METERS, OUT OF
KHASRA NO. 1603, SITUATED
AT SUBHASH PARK, IN THE

VILLAGE LONI (CHAKBANDI
BAHAR), TEHSIL LONL
DISTRICT GHAZIABAD,  from

Mr- Sudesh Sharma $/0 Mr. Motan
Lal Sharma who was the owner of
property. by vinue of Sale Decd
dated 13052024 (Doc. No. §795)
exceuted by Mr Banti S0 Mr
Lakshman

Tntend 1o morgige the sume against
the financial assistance from Lero
Housing Finance Limited:

The GPA (Blood Relation) dated
25092023 exccuted by Mrs, Roj
Bala Wo Late Mr. Laxman in favour
of Mr Banti S/o Mr. Lakshman
s Doc No. 7240, which has
been execnted Outside Territorial
Jurisdiotion

To comply the requirements of
BANK/NBFC. we give this public
notce that if any person(s) huving
any objection regarding ownership
ani/ or creating mortgage of the
said property is/are hereby requesied
o intimate i wiiting (o the
undersigned within 07 days at below
nddress

NCR LAW ASSOCIATES
Advocates & Consultants

Department in Gandhi- fab sector, the launch  gence, machinelearning, dustries, and startups in ~ milestone in taking the 2024, four crore wom-  bought two-wheelers | .98, Scctor-9, New Vijay Nagar,
nagar. of the Semiconductor and drone technology  Gujarat. semiconductor sector en have taken loans  are now unable to pay | Ghaziabad, (U.P)-201009
According to a release Supply Chain Compen- is strengthening day Highlighting ~ Guja-  to new heights. worth Rs 4.7 lakh crore  their loans. Db, Nox. 9999721152
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DELHI

Flats to be

allotted online
in Yamuna city
from March 10

buy a flat in sector-22D of
the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) area.
The authority has decided
to make the process of
allotment of 58 flats on-
line from March 10.

Anyone can buy a flat
on the basis of first come
first serve. The last date to
book a flat under the
scheme is March 31. More
than a thousand flats have
been sold under the
scheme. Yamuna Author-
ity CEO Dr. Arunvir Singh
said that the authority
had built a total of 7148
flats in sector-22D sev-
eral years ago. Out of
these, 5874 flats have
been sold. Buyers have
also got the registry of
3367 flats done. while
1274 flats were vacant.
The scheme was started
in July.

At present, 58 flats are
left, which have been sur-
rendered by the allottees.
These include flats of all
three categories includ-
ing 17 flats of 99.86
square meter, 25 of 54.75
square meter and 16 flats
of 29.75 square meter are
vacant, The price of the
biggest flat is fixed at Rs.
45 lakh.

This may be the last
chance for people to buy
a flat at affordable rate.
Preparations are under-
way to increase the land
prices in the authority
area from April. The au-
thority is considering giv
ing a discount of a few
percent to the allottees
on depositing a lump sum
amount.

Notice issued to

i TOP STORY, D, Thugseay 06, MascH 2025

Transport Minister directs to run intense drive
against unreglstered vehicles on Delhi's roads

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi

elhi Transport

Minister  Dr.

Pankaj Kumar

Singh on
Wednesday reviewed the
transport depart ment's op-
erations with senior offi-
cials present, including
those from the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)
and the Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC).

He announced a cam-
paign against unregistered
vehicles on Delhi's roads to
combat vehicle encroach-
ment.

During the meeting, Dr.
Singh presented a 100-day
plan to improve the city's
transport infrastructure in

line with the "Viksit Delhi”
vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

He instructed actions

GreNo Authority carries out
anti-encroachment drive

Noida

The Greater Noida Author-
ity on Wednesday carried
outanti-encroachment drive
onthe notified area in village
Tilpata Karanwas and freed
about 10K sq mtr of land
from encroachment.

The colonisers were trying
to do illegal plotting on this
land.

Greater Noida Authority
CEO NG Ravi Kumar has
given instructions to take
strict action against those
who encroach in the notified
atea, following which the
team of the authorityis con-
tinuously taking action
against the encroachers,

In this connection, the
team of the anthority took
action in Tilpata Karanwas
on Wednesday. GreNo Au-
thority ACEO Prema Singh
said that an fllegal colony was

being built in the name of
Urban City onabout 10K sq
mir of land of Khasra mim-
ber 4 and 5 of village Tilpa-
ta Karanwas of Greater Noi-
da,

The autharity banned this
many times, but the eolonis-
ers were trying to build se-
cretly. Among others, DCP
Shakti Mohan Awasthi with
the police team was also
present during the said anti-
encroachment drive. The
value of the freed land is es-
timated to be more than Rs
22 erore. ACEQ Prerna
Singh has warned that Tilpa-
ta Karanwas isin the notified
area of Greater Noida Au-
thority. Strict action will be
taken against those who do
illegal construction without
the permission of the au-
thority or without passing
the map.

against fuel stations sup-
plying fuel to vehicles with-
outvalid fitness certificates
and emphasized that

stricter measures will be

taken against heavy vehi-

cles avoiding penalties.
To enhance enforcement,

the Minister called for more
manpower in the enforce-
ment department and high-
lighted the need for better
road safety compliance.
He also reviewed the
progress of live tracking
for public transpart, in-
cluding commercial vehi-
cles, and urged uEELmL to
speed up its i

state bus terminals at Tikri
Border, Mundka, and
Narela to reduce conges-
tion and improve connec-
tivity.

Dr Singh also evaluated
major metrd expansion
projects and urged for the
swift completion of impor-
tant corridors. He assessed

PUBLIC NOTICE

My dlient Sh. Harichand, S/o
Babu Lal and St Shakuniata W/o
Sh:Sh. Harichand, Both R/o
Hno.85, Rallway Road, Shadi Na-
gar, Azadpur, Village Shanjar Pur,
North West Delli-110033, has dis-
awneel/debarred their san
Prakash, daughterir-law Somwati
W0 Prakach and grandson Mastir
Chitransh. from all their movable,
immovable properey snd have e

tion to boost passenger se-
curity.

The DTC was directed to
create a plan to address its
financial losses, while the
Delhi Transport Infra-
structure Development
Corporation (DTIDC) was
praised for its financial
management.

The government plans
to launch three new inter-

the impl ation of the | |eredall Hil
Delhi Electric Vehicle (EV) | | disrespect, miskehavior and oeit of
control. Anybody dealing with

policy and called for re-
vised targets.

The Minister criticized
the previous government's
inefficiency and stressed a
proactive approach tomod-
ernizing Delhi’s transport
network, affirming the
commitment tnenhnm_mg,
safety and

PUBLIC NOTICE

them, my chent shall not be re-
sponsible for thair act and conduct.
HIMANSHU

Advocate

Ch.No. 1. Lawyer's Chamber Block
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-
110085

public transport.

Anti-encroachment drive carried out
near Yamuna ﬂoodplaln in Delhi

New Delhi

Ananti-encroachment drive

was carried out on Wednes-
day near the Yamuna flood-
plain area in Delhi's north-
east Shastri Park. leading to
protests from local residents
against the authority.

“To maintain law and pr-
derand prevent any disrup-
tions during the demolition,
a heavy police force was de-
ployed, along with paramil-
itary personnel.” a senior
police official said.

Pinly Kashyap (1), a five-
month pregnant woman
with a one-and-a-half-year-
old daughter to take care of,
said, “Where will T go with
my child in this condition?
We don't have enough mon-
ey torenta house or arpom.
My husband earns only Rs

12,000 a month and, ina dty
like Dell, it is extremely
difficult to afford rent, along
with other expenses.” Her
husband works as a shop-
keeper in Greater Kailash.

Seema, in her 50s, has
lived under the fear of dis-
placement. That fear has
now become a reality.

“We have lived in con-

Delhi CM met with women's organizations &
educationists to discuss Viksit Delhi budget

e, increasing

s participati

better education,

CCTV cameras, and availability of toilets etc. were the main topics raised by women.

society for - ) ]

. . Women's safety, financial assi:
violation of afety, fi
pollution norms RbfisiskByaut

Noida New Defhi
The Uttar Pradesh Pollu-  Delhi Chief Minister Rekha

tion Control Board (UP-
PCB) has issned a notice
to the management of Aj-
nara Homes Society in
Greater Noida West for
not showing the no ob-
jection certificate (NOC)
for the Sewage Treatment
Plant (STP) and diesel
generator (DG) set.

The UPPCB has repeat-
edly asked the society to
show the NOC, asserting
if this is not done, action
will be taken by imposing
a fine. The Pollution Con-
trol Board team inspected
Ajnara Homes Society on
March 3 on the complaint
oflocal people.

During the inspection,
samples of water being
treated in the STP have
been sent to the Ghazi-
abad laboratory for test-
ing. In two DGs operating
in the society, though
chimneys were found to
behigher than the towers,
the chimney in one DG
set was found to be op-
erating without gas or
without retrofitted as per
the instructions of the
Commission for Air Qual-
ity Monitoring (CAQM).
The management team
on the spot could not
show the NOC to the
board. A notice has been
issued by the pollution
board to the management
to respond within seven
days. In case of no re-
sponse, penalty action
will be taken.

The Greater Noida Au-
thority had inspected the
society last week. During
the inspection, the
garbage accumulated in
the basement of the soci-
ety was not being dis-
posed of properly. The
authority had imposed a
fine of Rs 100800 on the
‘management.

Gupta on Wednesday met
with various women's or-
ganizations to discuss the
Viksit Delhi budget, focus-
ingon important topics like
women's safety, financial
support, increased partici-
pation, better education,
installation of CCTV cam-
eras, and availability of toi-
lets,

The women expressed
their concerns during the
Mahila Samvad at Delhi
Vidhan Sabha, and CM

Jupta assured that prom-
ises in the Sankalp Patra
would be fulfilled effective-
Iy.

Gupta appreciated the
open dialogne and high-
lighted the importance of
addressing women's needs

in shaping the Developed
Delhi Budget. She men-
tioned the government's
commitment to complete
unfinished tasks in health,
education, and special fa-
cilities for women.

Additionally, she an-

nounced plans for similar
programs over the next
three days, aiming to engage
with families in slums and
connect with youth and oth-
er stakeholders.

Gupta is dedicated to im-
proving the living standards

1,300 tonnes of refuse extracted

from Yamuna:

New Dethi

Delhi Irrigation and Flood
Control Minister Parvesh
Verma on Wednesday in-
spected the Yamuna clean-
ing campaign and held a re-
view meeting with officials
to assess the progress, dis-
cussing future plans.

He inspected the ongoing
cleaning campaign from
Boat Club, Signature Bridge
and TTO Chhath Ghat.

Verma stated that the
Bharativa Janata Party's
(BJP) double-engine gov-
ernment was executing a
well-planned roadmap and
a concrete action plan for
Yamuna's cleaning and
conservation. He high-
lighted that after the BJP's
victory in Delhi, the Yamu-
n4 cleaning drive was ac-
celerated, leading to the re-
‘moval of 1,300 metrictons
of waste from the river so
far.

the previous Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government,
stating that in the past 10
vears, no substantial work
was done for Yamuna's
cleaning and flond control.

Instead, pollution levels
doubled, and flood man-
agement worsened, he said.
Verma accused the previous
AAP government of mis-

Parvesh Verma

leading people and in-
dulgingin corruption in the
name of Yamuna ¢leaning,

However, he added, the

government has now
pledged to transform Ya-
muna into a clean and beau-
tiful rverfront, similar to
the Sabarmati Riverfront.
He also mentioned that PM
Modi is personally moni-
toring this campaign.

of all citizens, especially
women, by creating a budg-
et that meets diverse com-
munity needs.

Furthermore, CM Gupta
also met with education ex-
perts at the Delhi Secre-
tatiat to discuss improve-
ments tothe education sys-
tem, aspiring to muke it the
best in the country. Partic-
ipants shared their sugges-
tions for enhancing educa-
tion, and Gupta viewed the
discussions as a positive
step.

She noted that public in-

through mmﬂ and What-
sApp forbudget considera-
tion. Gupta reassured that
the upeoming budget will
prioritize the needs of Del-
hi's people and strengthen
the education system.

Naxal operative
living as house-
help nabbed in
North West Delhi

New Delhi

The Crime Branch of the
Delhi Police has arrested
a year-old woman
Naxalite operative who
had been living in Pitam-
puraunder a false identi-
ty and working as a house
cleaner, officials said on
Wednesday.

The accused, identified
as"R" (changed name), is
a resident of Kudaburu
village in Jharkhand's
West Singhbhum district.
She was wanted in a case
registered by the Sonua
police.

According to Delhi
Crime Branch officials,
"R"had undergone rigor-
ous and intense training
for five years and was in-
volved in three encoun-
ters with the Jharkhand
police in 2018, 2019, and
2020.

stant fear that someone
might come and ask us to
leave. We are poor, where
will we gowith our children?
If we could afford to pay
rent, we would not have been
living here,” she said.
According to a local,
around 200 families residing
there were served the evic-
tion notice on March 2.

Delhi CM inspects
Shalimar Bagh,
directs officials to
resolve civic
issues promptly

ewDelhi
Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta took stock of
the civic issues faced by
the residents of Shalimar
Bagh on Wednesday and
directed officials of differ-
ent agencies to take im-
mediate action for their
resolution.

Inspecting the BW Block
of Shalimar Bagh, she em-
phasised the need for tak-
ing up urgent restoration
work wherever necessary
and instructed the au-
thorities to complete a
plantation drive within a
month.

“Even the minor issues
of the public will be ad-
dressed with full commit-
ment. Each officer’s re-
sponsibility and account-
ability will be clearly de-
fined to ensure swift reso-
lution,” Gupta said.

In a post on X, the chief
minister said, “Reached the
site in BW Block of Shalimar
‘Bagh along with officials of
the Jal Board, MCD, and
PWD. Listened to the prob-
lems of the locals and gave
strictinstructions to the of-
ficials to resolve them quick-
ly. Weare fully committed
tosolving even the smallest
problems of the public.

Number: Y

Authorities had issued an
eviction notice on Sunday
to residents of the locality
near the Old Tron Bridge,
instructing them to vacate

Ris gener-
#l public an behalf of my client Mr,
Aditya fain S/o Sh. Sanjay Jzin R/o
10, Bank Enclave, Laxmi Nagar,
Shakar Pur Baramad, Delhi-110052
hias severed relationship with his
fathier Sh. Sanjay Jain from all his
movable and immovable proper-
ties for being unfoving. pernicious
and uncaring towareis him, My
client has also severed and discony-
nectectall the refatians with hirm. If
anyane deals with him,
hefshe/they may do so'at
his/hes/their own risk. cost and
consequences. My client shall not

s oniy T | (e
demolition drive, partofthe | | S A TRERE O
Yamuna beautification proj- | | cyagy NAGPAL

ect, was scheduled for Tues- | | ADVOCATE

220, WESTERN WING, TIS HAZAR

day and Wednesday.
COURTS, DELHI-110054

NORTHERN RAILWAY
Applications are invited under scheme of
'One Station One Product'
for setting up:

A. Total Seven (07) Stall at: Delhi, Ghaziabad, Samalkha,

Sonipal, Meerut Cantt., Bahadurgarh & Gurgaon stalions.

B. Total Twenty Six (26) Trolley at: Anand Vihar Terminal,
Badli, Ballabhgarh, Delhi Kishanganj, Deoband, Faridabad
Jakhal, Jind, Marnisa, Narwana, Tohana, Khatauli, Muradnagar,
Narela, Okhla, Palam, Sakoti Tanda, Shamli, Tapri,
Tughlakabad, Julana, Sampla, Delhi Safdurjung, Shivaiji Bridge,
Tilak Bridge & Modinagar stations.

» The period for setting up of stall at Ghaziabad, Samalkha,
Sonipat, Gurgaon, Bahadurgarh & Meerut Cantt. stations per
spell willbe 90 days.

» The period for setting up of Trolley at stations mentioned in (8)
above will be 30 days per spell.

« Registration fee for NSG 1, 2, 3 & 4 stations will be charged @
rate of Rs. 2000 for each spell of thirty days and for NSG §
(Badll, Delhi Kishanganj, Deoband, Jakhal, Jind, Mansa,
Narwana, Tohana, Muradnagar, Khatauli, Okhla, Shamli, Tapri,
Meerut Cantt., Julana, Sampla, Shivaji Bridge, Tilak Bridge &
Delhi Safdarjung) & NSG 6 (Sakoti Tanda) registration fee will
hecharged @menms 1000 foreach spellaﬂhlﬂy days

a) Holdsr qurﬂsans/Weaver ID card |ssued by Development
{ Commissioner

Handloam. or by the mqulsnte state/Central Government

Authority.

b) Individual

with Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development

Federatlon of Indla lenad (TRIFED)/NalIonaI Handloom

(KV]C with Social Ov

State Govt. bodies and associated with registered mlcm
enterprises on the Udyam Portal of the Ministry of MSME and
NGOsete.

©) Self Help Groups reglstered with PMEGP (Prime
Minister's
d) Marginalized or weaker sections D! society.

e) Noseparatelogoshall beallowed.

« The applicant will have to'submit an undertaking to the
Station Superintendent indicating that no activity would be
to affect the trai

safetyand image ofthe Ralways.

should be and can be
Station Superintendent at station by the applicant fill 15:00 hrs
of 11.03.2025, which will be opened on same day.
- Station Superintendent will make priority roster of all
approved participants and priority will be established through
a draw of lots conducted at the station in the presence of all
approved applicants by the Station Manager/Sectional CMI
and Finance
+ The One Station One Product scheme shall be governed by
Railway Board's Commercial Circular No. 12 of 2022
and 09 of 2023 respectively available at website:www.
indianrailways:gov.in & URL:https://indianrailways
.gov.in/railwayboard/uploads/directorate/traffic_
comm/Comm_Cir_2022/0SOP%20Policy.pdf &
httpsi//indianrailways.gov.in/railwayboard/uploads/
directorateftraffic_comm/Comm_Cir_2023/CC%20%2009%
200%202023.pdi
. For any queries applmam ‘may contact Station

CMiof

St 715/2025

b

g

Request for Proposal (RFP) for Selection of Consultant for EIA
Study and Obtaining Environment Clearances for Film City and
EMC-2 (Sector-10) in YEIDA region
Detailed RFP document is available on the E-Procurement Portal of Government
of UP [https://fetender.up.nic.in/] from 10/03/2025. The authority seeks
Selection of consultant for EIA Study and obtaining Environment Clearances for

Film City and EMC-2 (Sector-10) in YEIDAregion.

Interested Applicants are required to submit their proposal online on the
E-procurement website on or before 31/03/2025, 1700 hrs (IST). In case of any
queries, the Bidders are invited to contact on the following email id:
yeida.planning@gmail.com

o e 2 afrgfa & § sl ara

Dated: 05/03/2025

0SD, YEIDA
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Delhi HC declines Intervention on stampede
refunds, advises legal alternatives

NewDelhi
T Delhi High Court
on Wednesday de-
dlined an applica-
tion related to the
non-issuance of refunds to
individuals who were un-
able toboard their train due
to a stampede at the New
Delhi railway station. In-
stead, the court advised the
impleaders to seek the ap-
propriate legal remedies
avitilable to them.
The applivation was filed
individuals who were pre-
mnmd from boarding the
train on the day of the inci
dent and did not receive
ticket reimbursements,
Justices Devendra Kumar
yay and Tushar Rao
Gedela presided over the
beneh, noting that the issies
raised were of i private na-
ture and various remedies
lable for such mat-
hev further empha-
sized that the purpese of a
Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) is to enforce specific

CBI arrests
Nigerian
national in email
fraud case

____ New Delhi

The Central Burean of In-
vestigation (CBI) has ar-
rested a Nigerian nation-
al in connection with an
ongoing investigation of a
case related to email
frand. The aceunsed has
been identified as Adia
Okah alias Odia Francs
Ehizogie, a proclaimed
offender, the agency said
in a statement on
Wednesday.

The CBI said ina stute-
ment that initially the
agency registered the case
in January 2012 under
sections 419, 420 read
with 511 and 120-B of the
Tndian Penal Code (IPC)
and sections 66A (b) & ()
of the Information Tech-
niology Act, 2000 against
unknown persons.

It was alleged that the
complainant had received
a fravduolent email on
June 2o11, falsely claim-
ing that his email TD had
won GBP 7,50,000 from
the Orthodox Church
Foundation. The fraud-
sters sought personal de-
tails and attempted to de-
ceive the complainant
into transferring Rs
16,700 to a State Bank of
India account. Aceused
Osin Danicl was arrested
i the case but ancther
aceused, Adia Okoh had
evaded arrest, the agency
said.

Chargesheet was filed
against Adia Okoh and
Osin Daniel alias Oghebor
Emmanuel Richard in De-
cember 2015,

Accused Adia Okoh was
declared 2 proclaimed of-
fender hy the Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate, Tis
Huzari Court, New Delhi,
in October 2016. Look
Out Circulars (LOCs)
were dlso issued against
him. The CBI had earlier
received a lip-off regard -
ing the movement of ac-
cused Adia Okoh, with
him being subsequently
detained at the Mumbai
airport while attempting
to flee India. The acensed
is being brought to Delhi
on transit remand and
will be produced before
the Rouse Avenue Courts,
New Delhi, for further le-
gal proceedings, it added,

provisions, and any griev-
ances against the railway
authority constitute a per-
sonul cause of action.

After some arguments, the
npn-sml]ug the im-
s withdrew the ap-
plu.ahun and sought per-
mission o pursue the ap-
propriate legal remedies for
their grievante. The court
granted this request, stating,
"Theapplication is disposed

of with the liberty as prayed
for”

The Delhi High Court on
February 19 sought a' re-
sponse from the Railways re-
garding a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) over the
stampede at New Delhi Rail-
way Station during peak
tours, which resulted in the
loss 0f 18 lives,

The PIL alleged that the
stampede on Platform No.

16 was caused by over-
crowding due 1o multiple
lun),-dl.nnu.- trins ariv-
ing and departing smulta-
neously on the Delhi-Prava-
graj route during the Ma-
hakumbh, It dlaims that the
tragedy resulted from ad-
ministrative negligence and
violated the fundamental
right to life under Article 21
of the Constitution.

The beneh of Justice De-

Delhi HC notices on plea highlights need for
independent Rouse Avenue Court website

New Delhi

The Delhi High Court has
issued a notice on a petition
call for the ereation and
establishment of a dedicat-
ed website for the Rouse
Avenue Court. The plea,
brought forth by lvwyer Ab-
hinav Garg, highlights the
operational  challenges
faved due to the ahsence of
such asite;

The plea stated that un-
like other courts in the Cen-
iral District, Rouge Avenue
Cowrt lacks an independent
online presence, which ere-
ates significant difficulties
for the legal community
and litigants who depend
on digital platforms for ac-
cessing court-related in-
formation

Justice Suchin Datta has
sought responses from the
Distriet Judge (Headquar-
ters) of Tis Hazan Courts,
stry of Law and
5 and the National
Informatics Centre regard-
ing this

The petition emphasises
that the Central District's
eurrent website fails to
mention ar provide direct
references to the Rouse Av-
enue Court.

This omission leads to

R
Justice Sachin Datta
has sought responses
from the District Judge
(Headquarters) of Tis

tion.

Moreover, many atvo-
eates, especially those not
well-versed in technology,

Aerabledif

vendra Kumar Upadhyay
and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedeln directed that the
Railway Board undertake
this examination and sub-
sequently file a short affi-
davit detailing the steps to be:
taken. The next date of hear-
ingis March 26,

The court noted that this
public interest petition rais-
es coneerns about the inef-
fective implementation of
provisions in the Railways
Act, primarily Sections 57
and 147.

Section 57 specifies that
every railway station must
limit the number of passen-
gers who can travel in a
compartment. These are pe-
nal provisions. The petition
emphasizes the criticsl nesd
forenforving these sectivns.

‘The Solivitor General, rep-

estlevel.

The plea moved by Arth
Vidhi, a group of Lawyers
and entreprencurs, throngh
Advocates Aditya Trivedi
and Shubhi Pastor, argued
that the Railways violated
their own legislative duties
as outlined in Sections 57
and 147 of the Railwavs Act,
1989, Section 57 mandates
that every railway adminis-
fration must fix the maxi-
mum nunmberof

/]

"Will be budget of Delhi
people": Kapil Mishra

New Delhi that the budget
Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra  will be a "Viksit Delhi* Imnlh-
an Wednesil, hagized e, prioritizing Delhi’s de-
that the npcoming budget of  velopment.
the national capital will be "The Viksit Delhi Budget

the budget of the people of
Delhj in which all the sug-
gestions fram all sections
will be indueted.
"It is OM Rekha Gupta's
decision that the hudgﬂ be
1 after I

2025-26 will be presented
between March 24 and
March 26, The government
will strive to take all sections
of society along for the de-
wlupmem of Delhi, i mml-

the people of Delhi. She is
meeting women, and after
that, she will meet busi-
nessnen in Delhi. Wu will
look at the re-

allowed in each compart-
ment of every type of car-
riage, Section 147 requires
platform tickets for entry
into railway stations when a
person does not have a valid
reservation.

The petition emphasized
that these rules should have
been strietly enforesd due o
the ongoing Mahakumbh in

ceived from everyone and
then include them i the
budget. This will be the
budget of the people of Del-
i Mishra said.

On Monday, Chief Minis-
ter Rekha Gupta said that
the Budget for "Viksit Delli’
will be presented in the As-
sembly between Mareh 24
and 26, in which the gov-
ernment will strive to take

from all sec-

resenting the le\n.ws stal- - Prayagra, Uttar Pradesh. It
ed that the i is  also highlighted that these
not treating this as adver-  rules are not enforced even  Hons of the society,
sarial litigation, and the Rail-  under normal  circum-

ways Board will examine the
concerns raised at the high-

stances, leading to crowded
trains and platforms.

Addressing o press con-
ference in the national cap-
ital, Chief Minister Guptis

porating their
the Chief Minister said.

Gupta said, "Financial as-
sistance for women, expan-
sion of health services, pro-
moting public tramsport, re-
ducing pollution, cleaning
the Yamuna, employment,
welfare of senior citizens,
and other important issues
were part of our manifesto.
Our aim now is to take into
aceount the priorities of the
peopleof Delhi and prepare
the hudgei outline aecord-
mgh

"lnstructions have been

given to officials of all de-
partments to include the
suggestions of all stake-
holders 1o increase public
participation and incorpo-
rate them into the budget.

The Dentist’'s Advice: Best Practices for
Oral Hygiene Celebrating Dentist’'s Day

New Delhi
Problem-free oral health is
essential for overall well-be-
ing. On this Dentist’s Day, we
bring you expert-recom-
mended oral care tips to
keep your smile healthy and
bright. Dr. Sonia Datta, o
mnm\mud public health den-

vum. of experience, empha-
sizes that follewing a proper
aral care routing helps main-
tain strong teeth while re-
ducing the nsk of long-term
complications. Poor dental

Hazari Courts, the
Ministry of Law and
Justice, and the Na-
tional Informatics Cen-
tre regarding this
issue.

——
confusion among advocates
and litigants secking rele-
vant details or accessing
court services, The fack of a
dedicated website hampers
effective communication
and access to vital re-
sources, such as case sta-
tuses, notifications, cireu-
lars, and e-filing informa-

fienlty navigating the exist-
ing unified website to find
important updates specific
to Rouse Avenue Court.
This confusion often de-
ial proceedings
and impedes the overall ef-
ficiency of legal processes.

The petitioner asserts
that the creation of a sepa-
rate website for Rouse Av-
enue Court is essential for
sh‘eumlinizs;', upemtiuns

Tygienie has even been Tinked
o ions Hke heart dis-
ease and diabetes, making it

crucial o adopt effective dai-
Iy habits.

Dr. Sonia Datta recom-
mends a structured daily
oral care routine for optimal
dental health: Brushing
Twite 4 Day — Using a clin-
jeally tested toothpaste like
Dabar Red Paste helps re-
move plaque and bacteria
while strengthening enamel .

Usi.ng uu Andhacb_crial

y, and
enumng !lu smooth fune-
tioning of the judicial
process in this particular
courts

with Ayumedu: ingredients
like pudina and clave helps
combat oral bacteria and
supports fresh breath.

presents

- B M -
Staying Hydrated — Drink-
ing water throughout the
diy washes away food parti-
cles and supports saliva pro-
duction, which naturally pro-
fects teeth.

Brushing is the founda-
tion of good ocal hygjene, but
doing it incorroctly can leave
plague behind or even dam-
age enamel. Dentists sug-
gest: Using a soft-byistled
toothbrush to prevent gum
irritation; Brushing for at
least two minutes, covering
all toath surfaces, mcluding
the tongue; Replacing the
toothbrush every 2-3 months

In the presidency of Acharya Lokesh & guidance of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and Morari
Bapuji national committee of saints for world peace and harmony is formed

New Delthi

At World Peace Centre in-
auguration, former Presi-
dent Kovind formally an-
nounced the formation of
national commitiee of saints
to establish peace and har-
mony On the ogeasion of
the inauguration coremony
of the newly built World
Peace Center by Ahimsa
Vishiva Bharti, in the pres-
ence of former President
Ram Nath Kovind, Flaryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini, it was decidad to form
a national committee of
saints to establish world
peiwe and harmony,

Renowned Kathavachak
Morari Bapu proposed that
for world peace and harmo-
ny, a national committee of

sairs should be formed une-
dir the chaimmunship of Jain
Acharya Lokesh ji the
founder of Ahimsa Vishva
Bharti, which was approved
by Sri Sri Ravi Shankar ji the

Budget of Delhi will fulfil
expectations of people: Delhi CM

w Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha

govt. Discussiors will be held
with youths and profession-
als from di

Gupta on Wednesday said sectors ]

that the budget al Delhiwill  budget of Delhi will fulfil the
fulfil th f peo- of people.” The
pleand for this purpose she  Chief Minister also tooka dig
will herself meet woman,  at theapposition Awm Asdrmi

families, youth and profes-
sionals from different sec-
tors

Addressing a press con-
ference, Delhi CM Rekha
supta said, "1 will go and
meet sistersand families in
slum areas, 1 will talk to
‘them i

Party (AAP) and stated thiat
nobody has tn remind the
governmient about their agen-
da. This comes after AAFP
leaders put up posters and
banners at the I'TO Flyover to
protest against the BIP-led
D"lhl government’s delay in
the Mahila

tions they have from this

Samriddhi Yojana.

formder of Art of Living.
Shiri Bapu said that the com-
mittee will work for world
peace along with domestic
peace and harmony in India.

Sri Sri Ritvi Shankar i, ap-

proving the propasal, said
that World Peace Ambassa-
dor Acharya Lokesh Ji is
the right saint to head this
comnittee. He said that
wherever there 1s war, wher-
ever there is eonflict, this
committee should immedi-
ately go there and hold talks,
there should be no delay in
the formation of this com-
mittee.Acharya Shri Lokesh
Jiaeeepted the proposal and
said that under the guid-
ance of Shri Morari Bapa.Ji
and Shei Shri Ravi Shankar
Ji varions saints of India
\\.1]] be Lmlu(lul in this com-

teacliings of Gita were spread
from the land of Haryana
and now under the guidiinee

of Bapuji, the message of
world peace and harmony
will reach warldwide from
here. He said that an advise-
ry board will be formed
whose first members will be
Sri Seiand Bapu and both the
apex religious leaders will
add leading saintsof different
religians to the committee.

Former President Shri
Ram Nath Kovind Ji formal-
Iy announced the committee
headed by Acharya Lokesh Ji
towork under the guidance of
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar Ji and
Sri Morari Bapu Ji. Chief
Minister of Haryana Shei
Nayab Singh Saini and the
huge crowd present on the
oceasion weleomed this pro-
posal with thunderous ap-
plause.

Delhi High Court issues notice on PIL
challenging EPFO recruitment criteria

New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued a notice
on a Public Tnterest Litiga-
tion (PIL) that challenges
the recraitment process for
Young Professionals by the
Emplovees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO),

The petition claims that
EPFO allocates a special
weightage of 15 to 30 marks
out of a total 0f 100 if a can-
didate has completed their
law degree from one of the
Lop 40 National Institution-

al Ranking Framework
(NTRF) Institutes,

The argument presented is
that this criterion not anly

discriminates against insti-
tutions functioning under
the Central and various State
Governments: that do not
fall within the top 40 NIRF
Institutes but also consti-
tutes a violation of Funda-
mental Rights.

The Bench of Justice De-
vendr Kumar Upadhyay
and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedela issued a notice o the
concerned Ministry of Cen-
tral Government and has
scheduled the hearing for
April 23.

for optimal effectiveness.

A balanced diet directly
impacts dental health. Some
foods strengthen teeth, while
others contribute to dec:
Caleiunm-rich foods Tike dairy,
leafy greens, and almends
support  strong  teeth.
Crunchy fruits and vegeta-
bles like apples and earrots
help clean teeth naturally. On
the ather hand, Sugary
snacks, sticky cindies, and
carbonated drinks fuel harm-
ful bacteria that cause cavi-
ties. Acidiefoods, such as cit-
rus fruits and sods, can
weaken enamel,

Many dentists acknowi-
edge the benefits of
Ayurvedic ingredients in
maintaining ordl hygiene.
Natural components like:
Clove is known for its anti-
bacterial and pain-relieving
praperties, it supports gun
health; Pudina helps keep
breath fresh and promotes
oral hygiene; Ginger's anti-
inflammatory henefits soothe
gums and enhance overall
ol health

Dabur Red Paste, enriched
with these time-tested
Ayurvedic ingridients, has
also received the Indian Den-
tal Association (1DA) Seal
of Acceptance, further es-
tablishing its credibilitvas a
trusted oral care solution.

This Dentist’s Day, take a
pledge to prioritize your oral
health with expert-backed
care. By maintaining daily
moutines, following proper
bruching techriques, andin-
corpprating Ayurvedic solu-
tions like Dabur Red Paste,
you can ensure long-ferm
dental wellness. Trust the
wisdom of dentists and na-
ture to keep your teeth and
gums healthy for years to
come.

Delhi Court reserves order
on custody parole sought by
MP Rashid Engmeer

ew Delhi
The l—l?lhlﬁ Fatiala House
Court on Wednesday re-
served order on the custody
parale sought by Baramulli
MP Rashid Engineer to at-
tend the Padisment Session.
He has sought a custody pa-
nole to attend Parlinment
sessions from March 10 to
April 4.

Spevial Judge (NIA) Chan-
derJit Singh reserved order
for March 7 after hearing
submissions of counsel for
Rashid Engincer and NIA.

Advocate Vikhyat Oberoi,
alongwith Nishita Gupt, ap-
peared for Rashid Engineer
and angued that he is not a
threat. He wasgiven custody
parole carlier also, and there
were three extedsions,

On the point of security
arrangemients, it was sub-
mitted that jsil security
would take him to the par-
tiamenit ind leave him there,
Security pemsomnel in evil
clothes can go inside.

Tt was further suk

a parlinmentarian repre-
sented 45 per cent of Kash-
mir and 50 he could be al-
lowed to represent his eon-
stituency.

Advoeate Gautam Khaz-
anchi, special counsel for
NIA, opposed the plea. He
submitted that the law is
settled in the Suresh Kalma-
di case, and they have no
statutory ight toattend par-
liament until they are in de-
temtion.

Rashid Engineer is ac-
cused and i running in ju-
dicial custody in a case filed
by the NIA. His regular bail

P Fha

that, in the last session, he
was granted custody parole
for two days on February 11
and 13

"There will be no hin-
drange if he goes there, He
can attend Parlianient in
custody parole.” the counsel
argued.

Rashid's counsel further
argued, "l am not a security
threat." He argned Rashid as

the specinl NIA at Patiala
House Court. The court has
asload the counsel to file writ-
ten submissions.

Meanwhile, he has moved
an application throngh Ad-
vocate Vikhyat Oberoi to
seek interim bail or interim
custody parole to attend the
upeoming Parliament Se
sion from March 10-to April
4, 2025,
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Shivdham
project in
Mandi will be
completed at
any cost: Jairam
Thakur

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi:

Former Chief Minister
and Leader of Opposi-
tion Jairam Thakur reaf-
firmed his commitment
to completing the ambi-
tious Shivdham project
in Mandi, despite hur-
dles posed by the change
in government, He em-
phasized that the projeet,
valued at Rs. 250 crore,
would be realized at any
cost.

Jairam Thakur
made this statement
while participating in
the closing ceremony
of the Internation-
al Mandi Shivratri
Festival. Governor
Shiv Pratap Shukla
was also present at
the event, along with
thousands of devotees
and around 45 deities
who participated in
the grand procession.

The announcement
was made on the last
day of the seven-day
Infernational  Man-
di Shivratri Festival,
during the grand pro-
cession and religious
rituals al the Raj
Madhav Rai Temple.

The event took place
in Mandi, Himachal
Pradesh, often re-
ferred to as 'Choti
Kashi' due to its rich
religious heritage.

‘Thakur highlighted
that the Shivratri fes-
tival is a significant
religious event, of-
ten compared to Dev
Maha Kumbh. He re-
iterated that making
Mandi a major reli-
gious tourist destina-
tion, with Shivdham
as a central attraction,
was a vision mspu‘ed
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Thakur stated that
efforts were being
made to give the
Shivratri festival an
international identity
and to develop Mandi
into a prominent re-
ligious tourism hub.
Despite challenges, he
pledged to ensure that
the Shivdham Erujed
progresses, either by
pressuring the cur-
rent government or by
implementing it once
his party returns to
power.

The event conclud-
ed with Thakur and
Gavernor Shukla of-
fering prayers at the
Bhootnath temple
and bidding farewell
to the deities. The
festival witnessed a
massive turnout, with
long queues of devo-
tees seeking blessings
from more than 250
gods and goddesses
present at the celebra-
tions.
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Education is the driving force behind the most
significant transformations in society: VP Khankhar

Komal Ramola

ice-Presi
agdeep Dhankhar
id on Wednes-

ay that education is the
driving force behind the
most significant transfor-
mations in society. Youth
should be free from fear
and should not be afraid
of failure. Failure is not
the end, it is the key to
success. Most people do
not succeed in their first
attempt, and that should
not define them as fail-
ures. Keep your thinking
high and showease your
true potential.

Dhankhar was speak-
ing as the chiefl guest
at the convocation cer-
emony of Mata Harki
Devi Educational In-
stitute in village Odha,

Sirsa, and Jannayak
Chaudhary Devi Lal

Vidyapeeth in Sirsa.

On his arrival, the
Vice-President, alon,
with his wife Dr Sudes|
Dhankhar, was warmly
welcomed by Cabinet
Minister Ranbir Gang-
wa and Trust Chairman
and former MLA Abhay
Singh Chautala, and
other dignitaries.

During the ceremony,
he felicitated the gold
medalist students, ac-

knowledging their hard
work and dedication.
In a symbolic gesture
of promoting environ-
mental consciousness,
he also planted a sa
ling as part of the Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam
hiyan. He paid tribute
to the legacy of Late
Chaudhary Devi Lal,
former Deputy Prime
Minister, by ~offering
flowers at his statue.

“India’s leap is visible

Turther, Dhankhar laid
the foundation stone for
the Smriti Sangraha-
laya, which will be built
in the memory of the
late former Chief Min-
ister Ch Om Prakash
Chautala.

Dhankhar spoke pas-
sionately about India’
growth and the im-
mense  opportunities
F le for the youth.

Governor Launches Short
Film Against Drug Abuse

Rajan Punchhi
MANDI:

In a significant step
towards  combating
the rising menace of
drug abuse, particu-
larly the use of Chit-
ta (synthetic drugs),
Governor Shiv Prat-
ap Shukla launched a
short film titled Chitta
at the Circuit House
in Mandi district on
Wednesday. Direct-
ed by Decp‘\l\ Mattu,
the film aims to raise
awareness among the
youth about the dan-
gers of drug addiction
through music and im-
pactful storytelling.
Inspired by the Gov-
ernor's ongoing cam-
paign, Nasha Mukt
Himachal (Drug-Free
Himachal).  Deepak
Mattu took the initia-
tive to create this film
as part of alarger fight
against  substance
abuse. The song and
music for the film
have been composed
by ~Mattu himself,
while Shashi Chau-
han directed the vid-
eo. The film features
performances by
Sonali, Monika, and
Mukul. Sponsored by
the Mandi Municipal
Corporation as part
of its anti-drug cam-
paign, the four-min-

L4

ute film delivers a
compelling message
against drug abuse.
The Governor con-
gratulated Deepak
Mattu and his team
for their commend-
able effort and ex-
ressed hope that the
ilm  would signifi-
cantly contribute to
raising awareness in
society. He empha-
sized the need for
proactive involvement
of the youth in such
initiatives, stating, “If
the youth themselves
come forward to fight
this battle, we can
eladmale dlug= from
soci
Shri Shukla further
stressed the impor-
tance of spreading

awareness about the
harmful effects of
drugs at every level.
He remarked, "If soci-
ety becomes aware, the
demand for drugs will
decrease, eventually
breaking the supply
chain. Collective ef-
forts and cooperation
of all sections of soci-
ety are the need of the
hour to root out this
social vice.”

MLA Chander Shek-
har, Secretary to
Governor C.P. Verma,
Deputy Commission-
er Apoorv Devgan,
Mayor of Municipal
Corporation  Mandi
Virender Sharma, and
other dignitaries were
also present on the oc-
casion.

Governor Presides Over Closing Ceremony
of Internatlonal Shivratri Falr in Mand1

Himachal Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla presided
over the closing cere-
mony of the week-long
International ~ Shivratri
Fair in  Mandi on
Wednesday.
Addressing the gath-
ering, the Governor
hxghiédlled the cultur-
al and spiritual signif-
icance of the festival,
deseribing it as a vi-
brant reflection of the
state’s rich herilage,
faith, and (traditions.
He emphasized that
Shivratri is not just a
festival but a symbol of
devotion, penance, and
faith, with Lord Shiva
representing both cre-
ation and destruction.
"Shiva's Trishul inspires
us to follow the path of
truth,  righteousness,
and justice, while his
Damru symbolizes the
eternal cycle of crea-
tion and dissolution,"

he added.

Referring to Him-
achal Pradesh as Devb-
hoomi, the Governor
lauded Mandi, often
known as Choti Kashi
for its spiritual herit-
age and numerous tem-
ples dedicated to
Shiva and other dei
He said that the festi-
val serves as a platform
to promote folk cul-
ture, music, dance, and
handicrafts, playing a
crucial role in preserv-

ing the state's glorious
traditions.

The Governor praised
the district adminis-
tration for preserving
the ancient tradition of
Jaleb (traditional pro-
cession) and ensuring
proper _arrangements
for visiting deities, pil-
grims, and musicians.
He noted that the pres-
ence of over 192 deities
enhanced the grandeur
of the event.

Emphasizing the

festival's role in pro-
moting religious tour-
ism and boosting local
trade and handierafts,
the Governor stressed
the importance of en-
vironmental conserva-
tion and infrastructure
development. He called
for comprehensive
plans to develop reli-
glous sites in the state.
The Governor also
urged the youth to
uphold their cultural
roots and appealed to
people to rise above
social evils like un-
touchability and dis-
crimination to build
a united and prosper-
ous state. "Lord Shiva,
known as Vishwanath,
signifies the oneness
of nature and the di-

vine. True worship
of Shiva is possible
only by respecting

nature and fulfillin
our social and mora
responsibilities,"  he
remarked.

M .
in every field, and to-
day there are bound-
less possibilities for our
young generation. It is
essential for them to
be aware of their rights
and responsibilities to-
\‘;vdard.s society,” he add-

Drawing imspiration
from iconic leaders,
the Vice-President ref-
erenced former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur

Shastri’s slogan of Jai
Jawan-Jai Kisan, and
the contributions of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
who added Jai Vigyan
to the slogan. Further,
he highlighted Prime

inister Narendra
Modi's extension of the
slogan to include Jai

Anusandhan.
The energetic land
of THaryana contrib-

utes immensely to

—
Dhankhar was speak-
ing as the chief guest
at the convocation
ceremony of Mata
Harki Devi Educa-
tional Institute in vil-
lage Odha, Sirsa, and
Jannayak Chaudhary
Devi Lal Vidyapeeth

in Sirsa. I

nation’s strength, and
Indias name reso-
nates globally because
of Haryana's  youth.
Along with Jai Jawan,
Jai Kisan, Jai Vigyan,
Jai Anusandhan, let us
also say Jai Pahelwan.
Haryana's identity is
inseparable, it remains
a center of energy and
vigor, he added.

The  Vice-President
also emphasised the
importance of trans-
forming the rural econ-
omy, a vision that he
believes will be re:
by the youth. He paid
tribute to Chaudhary
Devi Lal's philosophy,
which was dedicated to
uplifting villages, the
poor, and farmers. “I
firmly believe that a de-
veloped India is not just
a dream bul a tangible
goal,” he said.

Punjab Police
bust drug
smuggling
network
operated by
US-based

Chandigarh:
In a major blow to
tans-border  smuggling
amidst the ongoing Yudh
Nashian Virudh' campaign
launched on the directions
of Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann, Amvitsar Ru-
ral Police has recovered
a 23-kg heroin consign-
ment from the village Devi
Daspura in Jandiala,

Divulging details, Di-
rvector General of Police
(DGP) Punjab Gauray Ya-
dav on Wednesday said
that preliminary investi-
gation has revealed that
the consignment is linked
to a smuggling network
operated by USA-based
smuggler Jasmit Singh
alias Lucky.

In this case, accused
Sahilpreet Singh  alias
Karan of village Devi
Daspura, who retrieved
the consignment, has
been nominated, he said,
adding that multiple po-
lice teams are actively
working to arrest him.

The DGP said that fur-
ther investigati
underway (o trac
backward and forward
linkages in the smuggling
network.

50,000 more government jobs

to be given to youth Pun]ab CM

Chandigarh:
Punjab  Chief M -
ter Bhagwant Mann
on Wednesday said his
government will soon
provide 50,000 more
jobs to the youth.

He said the state
government has al-
ready given 51,000
jobs in various gov-
ernment departments.

Mann was address-
ing an event where he
handed over appoint-
ment letters to 763
newly appointed gov-
crnment employees.

The stale govern-
ment has given 51,655
jobs to the youth in
the state during the
last three years, he
said.

“Today is a red let-
ter day for these
youth who have got
jobs in the coopera-
tion, health and family
welfare and higher ed-
ucation and languages
d(ipartmcnm. he add-

The state govern-
ment has crossed the
figure of giving 51,000
government jobs in a
transparent manner
to the youth, he said,
adding that very soon
these the ﬁ‘%mes will
cross one lakh govern-
ment jobs.

He further said the

state government is
trying its best to en-
sure that maximum
youth get jobs so that
they do not fall prey
to the social menaces.

Unemployment is
the root cause of sev-
eral social problems
due to which the
state government is
focusing on eradicat-
ing this malady, the
CM said.

He said a foolproof
mechanism has been
adopted for the entire
recruitment  process
due to which not even
a single appointment
out of these nearly
51,000 jobs have been
challenged so farin any

court.

Tt is a proud moment
for the government
of Punjab that these
youths have been giv-
en government jobs
completely on the ba-
sis of merit, he noted.

“It is a momentous
occasion when these
youths are becoming
part of the family of
the Punjab govern-
ment,” He said, ex-
pressing hope that
they will become an
active partner in the
socio-economic devel-
opment of the state by

joining the respective

departments.
Mann said for the
first time in the his-

tory of the state, any
government has  giv-
en a record number
of more than 51,000
jobs to the youth in
36 months of coming
into power.

All' the jobs have
been given completely
on the basis of merit,
he added.

The state govern-
ment is ensuring that
no one from the state
migrates abroad, said
Mann, adding that due
to strenuous efforts of
the state government,
reverse migration is al-
ready being witnessed
and youth are return-
ing from abroad to
serve here.

CM Nayab Singh Saini Directs Proposal
for Establishing IIT Campus in Haryana

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini has di-
rected officials to prepare
a proposal for the estab-
lishment of an Indian In-
stitute of Technology (IIT)
campus in the state. The

will be sent to the
Central Government, and
the state government
assured the provision of
necessary land for this ini-
tiative.

Chairing a meeting of
the Higher FEducation
Department, the Chief
Minister emphasized that
the TT would provide
students with high-qual-
ity, world-class technical
education, equipping
them with the skills and
knowledge required for
careers in  engineering
and technology.

During the meeting,
attend by Haryana
Education Minister Ma-
hipal Dhanda, Minister
of State for Sporis Gau-

rav Gautam, Chief Secre-
tary Anurag Rastogi, and
Chief Principal Secretary
to the Chief Minister Ra-
jesh Khullar, along with
Vice Chancellors and
Regxslran of state univer-

District Edu-

mlpomnce of education,
search, innovation, an

ill development.

He urged Vice Chan-
cellors to not only focus
on academic excellence
but also allocate separate
funds for research and

innovation.

He encour-
aged universities to moti-
vate students lo establish
startups, highlighting the
success of many young
entrepl uncurs who have
ial suc-

versities in Haryana to
accommodate larger
number of foreign stu-
dents, further enhancing
the state’s academic rep-
utation.

the need

cess with minimal in-
vestment.

The Chief Minister
also stated that the gov-
ernment is committed
to the internationaliza-
tion of higher education
by wupgrading univer-
sity infrastructure to
world-class  standards.
This would enable uni-

for skill development,
CM  Saini highlighted
the state's efforts in fos-
tering a conducive envi-
ronment for industries.
Haryana has become a
preferred destination for
Indian and international
companies, creating a
demand for skilled pro-
fessionals.




By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

Are citizens feeling op-
pressed by the percelved
political autocracy and
reminiscing about the
British Raj? Is interest in
the electoral process cru-
cial to democracy wan-
ing? These burning ques-
tions are being raised
across various segments
of soclety, highlighted
by the significant drop
in voter turnout in elec-
tions.
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Maha kumbh Mela: India’s Grand Confluence
of Faith and Unity-A Sociological Reflection”

e Maha Kumbh

Mela, a pilgrimage

that draws over
450 million people, is of-
ten hailed as the world's
largest hmman gathering.
Yet, beneath its spiritual
veneer lies a sociol
marvel—a fleeling r:m'h-
zation where hierarchies
dissolve, altruism thrives,
and time itself bends.
Thlsgwnd spiritual event
holds immense religions
significance, drawing not
only devotees from across
the country but also pil-
grims from around the
world. Maha Kumbh is
considered the ultimate
confluence of all major
Hindu rituals and tra-
ditions. At first glance,
the Kumbh Mela might
appear to be a ritualistie
pilgrimage, a momentary
pause where millions dip
into the holy rivers to
wash away sins at=
tain spiritual liberation.
Yet, beneath this veneer
of piety lies a deep-seat-
ed cultural narrative. The
event is'an ancient ritual
that encapsulates centu-
ries of collective memory,
myths, and legends—a
continuous reminder of
India’s quest for mean-
ing in a chaotic world. As
sociologists observe, the
act of congregating at
the confluence of sacred
rivers transforms per-
sonal spirituality into a
communal experience, a
shared ritual of rebirth
and renewal tran-
scends individual belief

systems,

Liminality and
Communitas: The
Suspension of Social
Stratification

The Maha Kumbh Mela

operates as a dynam-
ic arena where India’s
social fabric is bulh dis-

and the curious traveler
intersect.  Anthropolo-
gist Victor Turner’s con-
cept of “liminality"—a
transitional phase where
societal norms are sus-
pended—finds vivid ex-
pression at the Kumbh.
For weeks, the mela be-
comes a liminal space
where easte, class, and
creed blur. A CEO and
a farmer bathe in the
same waters; a Dalit
a Brahmin share meals
in commumity kitchens
(langars). Turner termed
this egalitarian bonding
communitas , & tempo-
rary but transformative
unity. Here, the rigid
hierarchies of svezyda»
India dissolve, revealin, mi
a latent capacity for
ical equality. The Kumbh
Mela is an opportunity
where we meet with spe-
cific saint groups(Naga
Baba, Moni Baba, Ka-
bootar Baba, Manchan
Wale Baba etc), under-
st:md their daily routines,
their methods
of prayer, deEp medita-
hon :md discourses

1f someone receives pras-
ad through lhe Ganga

temporal fractures and

they consider th
very fortunate. There is
1o bias to be seen in this.

Collective Efferves-
cence: A Living ta
try of India’s Soul.

Emile Durkheim's no-
tion of “collective effer-
vescence” the electric
@n‘:ﬁ ‘of communal
T pulses  through
the Kumbh. The syn-
chronized bathing rites,
chants, and processions
generate a transcendent
solidarity. Pilgrims shed
individual identities to
become part of a eosmic
whole, mirroring Durk-
hein's ideathat l‘ahgmms

society

from male saints but have

Breaking Time

Sudoku
What 1o do

Eill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digit | to 9. Every puzzle has only

correct solution.

i itself.
This ool]e(mve high isn't
just spiritual, it's a soctal
glue, mending ﬂssum
in a diverse nation. [n
the heart of Tudia, where
myth meets modernity
and fhe sacred intermin-
gles with the everyday,
the Maha Kumbh Mela
emergm not merely as

and living life, given by
various ascetics, It is a
place where evervone is
filled with a sense of col-
lective unity.

The Gift Economy:
Altruism  as  Seocial
Currency

Marcel Mauss's the-
ary of the gift economy,
where exchange fosters
social  bonds—comes
alive at the Kumbh. Vol-
unteers serve millions of
free meals, ascetics offer
blessings ~ without ex-
pectation, and strangers
share resources, This
isn't charity, it's a ritu-
alized reaffirmation of
interdependence. The
mela’s

played and

its temporary ¢ities that

spring up along the river-
traditio

chies are both dxa}.\enged
and reaffirmed. The fes-
tival becomes a melting
pot where age-old caste
distinctions, region-
al identities, and even
modern socio-economic
divides are momentarily
blurred. Here; the lines
between the pious as-
cetic, the devout seeker,

on trust, not Innsadmn,
challenging modern cap-
italism's  transactional

ethos. Tn a world frac-
tured by inequality, the
Kumbh models a society

whete giving is sacred. At
the Kumbhi Mela, it is ob-
served that people enthu-
siastically come forward
to help, whether it is of-
fering wateror food to the
pilgrims, or distributing
‘prasad given by the saints.

congregation,
Iml as an extraordinary
il ph

sprawling canvas upon
which the myriad hues
of Indian society are viv-
idly painted. To reach the
Kumbh, pilgrims have to
walk several kilometers,
where people from chil-

reaffirming continuity in  also received divine gnid-
a rapidly ch ing world. ance from female Ma-
its immediate re- hatmas, demonstrating
ligious significance, the a break from traditional 2 8 6
Kumbh is a space  social barriers. The fact |
where societal renew- that the pilgrimage num-
al is enacted dailv. As strike so high can also 6 2|9 1.7
millions jowrney to the  beattributed to the active 2 6 3
sacred waters, they are  participation of women 1] [ | | 1| ! I
not just seeking pel!;ona] symbolizing  their em- 5 6 7 ‘ 8
salvation but alse par- powerment and societal
ticipating in a :ymhohc progress, 3|9 5
ol : of socie
The sheer scale of the Conclusion.
event demands metic- 1 = 6 74 { 2
ulous coordination and The event concludes on 8 1 ‘ e}
cooperatio | @ ici ion of
that mirror the larger Mahashivratri, dedicated }
workings of democracy to Lord Shiva, who shares
in action. In a country an equal place of rever- =
often characterized by its  ence with Goddess Par- Solution, Sudo
diversity and complexity, ~vati. Maha Kumbh is not
the Kumbh Mela stands  just a religious festival —it C = = —
asa of India's is a celebration of faith, [ 6| 4]15|2|1]7 8
pluralistic society, where  equality, and the timeless i = 3 =
arder emerges out of cha-  spiritual essence of India. 1.8|9 |4 2
os through an intricate 'nle Kumbh Mela’s true 7l513lal4]6l2 1
balance of tradition and  miracle isn't its scale but . - = — 1
modem administrative  ils social vision—a blue- 5 =Y — 9 4 8 5 &
ingenuity. print for harmony in a 0 L = =10
divided world. Tt reminds 6l9lz2 3181115814
Gender and the Qui-  us that sme‘um can, mo- = =
et Sul ly, choose coop- | 4 | 3 | 1 6|5|8|7|3
eration over
Historically both men  shared purpcse over 817|614 |5|213|1]19
and women have always  self-interest. As climate . +
held d positi erises and polarization 1 |2 3|8|916|4)|7
Looking back at the Ve- threaten global stability, T — 1.1 -
dic period, religious cer- the Kumbh's nphemirﬁlil 3(4|l9]|l6|1|715|18|2

5 S Were ©
mcumplele without ihe
participation of wom-
en. Even in Hindn wor-
ship, the names of gud-

utopia whi Anoth-
er world is possible, even
if only for 42 daw. The
Kumbh Mela is more than
a pﬂg‘mmge itis Indxas

dren to the elderly cover  desses are
this dxslannﬁ- wllhom feel-  linked with deities, such
ing as Lakshmi-G h, Si-

eolor uf faith, most peo—
ple are wrapped in saf-

ta-Ram, and Radha-Kr-
ishna. Just as men are

fron, which symboli ible for upholdi

peace and devotion, and  Hindu traditions, women
in doing so, they forget also play an equally vital
‘their individual identities  role in preserving and
and appear united in col-  practicing them at the
lective harmony. grassroots level. Women

Cyclical Time and
Social.

The Knmhbh's 12-year

cycle mirrors India's an-

cient rhythims of renew-

al. Unlike linear time,
which oy

have a significant pres-
ence in the observance
of Hindu customs, ritu-
als, and traditions This
devotion is clearly visible
in the Maha Kumbh of
2025, where women have
parric.i}mled with greal

an uncertain future, the
Kumhh'scyciica.ﬁtyoﬂers
a ritualized “reset.” Com-
S
modemity reunite, and
generational stories are
retold. This periodicity
isn't Igia, it's a so-

men. During this g,mnd
event, women i00S
leaders have taken part in
rituals such as the Shahi
Snan and the Akhara pro-
cessions with the same
rervor as male saints and
have

ciological balm, healing

not only sm]ght blessings

aloud. Tn its chaos, we
find order; in ifs transi-
ence, permanence. To
study it is to glimpse the
soul of a civilization—not
in its temples, but in its
people’s capacily to im-
agine, briefly, a
society built on sacred to-
getherness.

(The writer is an Assis-
tant professor Maitreyi
college University of Del-
hiWorked on multiple
Sacial issues like Gender
and work culture, Gen-
der and Religion, Gen-
der and Digital entre-
prenetrship ete. She can
reach at-behaudhary@
maitreyi.di.ag.in)

Why are people not coming out to vote?

The power of politics
and gemocracy lies in
the Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM). After
, voting represents a
sngm['canl power, and
itis important for every
voter 1o recogunize this.
The nation is ours, and
s0 is our democracy. Tn
this democratic setup,
the vote has the great-
est power. With this
power, we shape our
future and that of our
children. Therefore,
it is the duty of every
person above the age
of 18 to participate in
elections. Choosing not
to vole is essentially a
reneging on this demo-
cratic obligation. Every
voter must make an
effort to engage in the
electoral process de-
spite their busy lives.
Just as people take
out time to visit places
of worship to pray for
happiness and prosper-
ity, we must view Par-
liament as the holy of
holies of our democra-
cy. Elections are a cel-
ebration of this demoe-
racy, and fulfilling our
respensibility of voting
is equally important.
Unfortunately, voting
has become less of a
priority for many ordi-
nary citizens, especially
the youth, who are the
future of our country.
They often fail to en-
gage with the demo-
cratic process with true
enthusiasm and patri-
otism. Many working
people are eager to
enjoy voting day with
their families, but for
young people, voting

often takes a backseat.

Their mindset is, “If T
have time during the
holiday fun, T \nll vote,”
and if Ihey find long
quenes at polling sta-
tions, they may aban-
don the idea altogether.
This trend shows that
voling is not a priority
for the younger gener-
ation, and despite the
efforts of elders to ex-
plain the importance of
civic duty, tﬁeu advice
often goes unheeded.
This is a significant fac-
tor contributing to vot-
er turnout decline.

] state of politics
has  deteriorated 1o
such an extent that vot-
ers often question their
choice in leaders. A pol-
itivian may stay with a
party for many years,
enjoying the benefits of
power, but when they
sense a possible defeat

ties and start criticizing
the very organization
they have been a part of
for so long. This behav-
ior has eroded voters’
trust in their leaders,
which is troubling for
our democratic system.
Seventy-five years after
independence, India,
the world’s largest and
oldest democracy, is
facing global concerns
about waning faith in
democracy. Are citi-
zens feeling oppressed
by alleged political
amtocracy and  miss-
ing the British Raj? Is
there a waning interest
in the electoral pro-
cess crucial to democ-
racy? These burning
questions are being
raised across various
segments of society,
highlighted by the sig-

nifieant drup m voter

turnout in elections,
The root of the issue is
not jhist young volers;
it is a collective failure
to inculeate a sense of
nationalism and patri-
otism in the new gener-
ation. Had these values
been a part of their ear-
ly eduoeation at home,
Eerhaps we would not
e facing this situation
today. If we take a mo-
ment to reflect on our
commitment to patri-
otism and civie respon-
sibilities, we may
ourselves falling short,
In the hustle and bus-
tle of daily life, we of-
ten forget to reflect on
our duties towards our
country. However, we
still have time to reflect
on eur personal issues
as well as national is-
sues. We must serious-
ly reflect on the current

political direction of
our country; otherwise,
we run the risk of re-
Deating the old saying,
“What good doesitdo to
regret now that the bird
eatenthe crop?”

Itisimportant to give
priority o principles
in politics. Political
actions should always
keep the national good
in mind. Before chang-
ing parties, we should
think about how this
decision will affect
our supporters. Lead-
ers can change quick-
Iy, but winning voters
takes time. To increase
voter turnout, leaders
must respect the sen-
timents of voters and
avcm:i playing with their

THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR
YOU BETTER BE BETTER |

You better be better be-
cause the wotse is wors-
ened. There may be a
rewarding journey but it
doesn't have an end full
of regrets. You better be
better because there is
already enough competi-
tions to be worse. If you
are the one hates to be
bad then all you have to
do is to do that one thing
‘that makes yom good
There is no ene whe pro-
motes the evil other than
us and there is no one de-
tracts the evil other than
us. We are not always the
same as we are. The per-
sons we are in the office
and at home are the same,
the persons we ave as the
shoppers and sellers are
not the same, the persons
we are as the makers and
the breakers are not the
same. At the one moment
we want to stand for what
is right and the at the an-
other moment don't know
what bite us we just can’t
stand what is right. Sepa-
rate yourself by knowing
yourself a little more than
others, separate your-
self by doing yourself

a little favor than oth-

ers, separite your-
self by rising your-
self a little higher |
than others and
this way don't
create a dif-
ference or
gap

T YSPUMTIOT- S ILVIES TUHUR

ingpire showing that once

vou belonged to them.
People say, philosophy

can't fix people’s prob-|
lems, well neither can

maths as it is always busy

solving its own problems.

[‘In‘lnscph) is a refresher |

lmmmg. a revisit of learn-
ing, a set of life's rules ina.

communicative language.
People cin solve people

problems. Every persan

has many persons in him.'
If the good inside you is

weaker than the bad in-
side you, take a help of|
a stronger good in side

someocne.

If you make your own

rules you better have your |
own games, if vou want

to enjoy the both worlds

you better conquer both

of thiem, if you want to be

vour own master you bet-
ter have a self-control one

over ariother. How you

want every second of your

life to be, how you want

every word of your story |
to be, how you want meh

of your image to be will al-
ways depend on who you |
heard most, the most of
your life, guodwu or bad

you

Moral: Your own defi-
nitions of being good
and bad is only|

. good as long as
VOU never com-
pare them with
others,

3

Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have _any suggestion

To strength-
en democracy, strong
ideals need to be estab-
lished in politics, which
can significantly in-
crease voter participa-
tion. We need to create
an environment where
voters are motivated to
vote veluntarily. This
can only be achieved
by improving the polit-
ical system. To improve
the political scenario,
we must ensure that
opportunistic leaders
are kept away so that
the feeling of respect
for the party increases
among the public.

(Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabl, Poet, freelance
Journalist and column-
ist)
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PM Urges Investment in People,
Innovation for Job Creation

New Dalhi

rime Minister

Narendra Modi on

Wednesday urged

all stakeholders to
come together and invest
in people for skill develop-
ment, nurturing talent and
promoting innovation which
are essential for job cre-
ation and boosting the econ-
omy.

Participating in post-Bud-
get webinar on employment,
Modi said the government
Teas provided skill training to
3 crore youth since 2014
and decided to upgrade
1000 ITIs and set up five
centres of excellence.

He stated that capacity
building and talent nurtur-
ingact asa foundation stone
for national development
and in the next phase of
growth, greaterinvestment
in these sectors is essen-
tial"The vision of ‘mvest-
Uttarakhand
Outperforms HP in
Industrial Growth:
EAC-PM Paper

New Delhi
Uttarakhand performed
better than Himachal
Pradesh over the last two

decades as it upmd fm
planned indust

ment in people’ stands on
three pillars — education,
healtheare, and skill devel-
opment,” he said adding
that today, Indin's education
system is undergoing a
transformation.

All stakeholders must
come forward, as they are
key to the success of the In-
dian economy, he said.

The prime minister said
India is the fastest-growing
major economy in the world
and the nation's GDP will
soon reach USD 5 trillion
level, up from USD 3.8 tril-
lion currently.

"As per the IMT report,
India's economy has grown
by 66 per cent within a
decade (2015-2025). Indiais

currently a USD 3.8 trillion
economy and is set to be-
come a USD 5 trillionecon-
amy soon,” he added.

He said the government

has launched the PM In-
ternship Scheme to provide
new opportunities and prac-
tical skills 1o youth.
‘e must ensure that
businesses at every scale ac-
tively participate in this
scheme. In this year's budg-
et, we announced 10,000
additional medical seats,
with a target of adding
75.000 seats in the medical
field over the next 5 vears,”
he said.

Modi also wlked about
the government’s decision to
give infrastructure status to
the tourism sector, saving
that it will genersite jobs for
youth.

He urged industry to in-
vestin the health sector and
also talked about the po-

tential of medical tourism to
create jobs,

"To caterto alarger pop-
ulation, planned urbanisa-
tion is essential. We have de-
cided to allocate Rs 1 lakh
crore to the Urban Chal-
lenge Fund. The private sec-
tor, especially the real estate
industry, must focus on
planned urbanisation,” he
saidl.

The government has giv-
en importance to skill de-
velopment at par with the
mfrastructure sector, he
added.

Al he said could con-
tribute lakhs of crores to
the economy, “In this di-
rection, we have allocated Rs
500 crore for Al-driven ed-
ucation and research in the
budget."

He also stated that India
will set up National Large
Language Model for devel-
opment of Al capacity.

Cabinet Approves Affordable Generic
Vet Medlcmes Under LHDC Program

New Delhi
The Cabinet on Wednesday
approved changes to the Rs
3,880 arore Livistock Health
and Disease Control Pro-
clude distribu-

in designated Industrial Es- uun of lm,)rqu ity and af-
tates as compared to its fordable generic veterinary
ich asked the icines to farmers.
companies to buy land di- “The total budget provided
rectly from farmers, an for the Livestock Healthand
EAC-PM Working Paper Disease Control Programme
said an Wednesday. (LHDCP) was Rs 3,880 crore

The Paper titled ‘The
Great Convergence: A Case
Study of Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh (z000 to
2020) also said that the
growthin the manufactur-
ing sector had a multiplier
effectonthe overall scono-
my of Uttarakhand, andits
tax base.

Co-authored by Shamika
Ravi (Member, EAC-PM)
ani Alok Kumar (Principal
Secretary, Industrial De-
velopment & MSME, Gay-
ernment of UP), the paper
compares the growth and
economic transformation
of Uttarakahind (UK) to that
of HP over a period of two
decades, examining the im-
pact of Union Government's
Concessional Industrial
Packaige (CIP) for Hill States
announced in 2003.

With identical industrial
policies but distinet and
differentland policies — the
trajectories for economic
growthof UK & HP result-
ed in different long-term
ottcomes, UK better lever-
aged the benefits of CIP, it
said.

‘The paper said that both
the hilly states announced
near identical industrial
policies in response to the
central government’s offer;
except one critical differ-
ence — town planning and
Jand policy — where thetwo
states adopted two entirely
distinet spproaches.

While HP took the usual
route of permitting indus-
tries to buy land directly
from farmers, through pri-
vate negotiation liberally
allowing land use conver-
sions andd uvldu:n, suppm‘l
for creating i

for 2024-25 und 2025-26.
"Adecision related to five-
stock health has been taken
in the Cabinet. ... High qual-
ity medicines will be pro-

vided under the pashu
aushadhi component of the
scheme,” Minister Asly-
wini Vaishnaw briefed media
after the Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Fa

The Pashu Aushadhi is
new component added to
the LHDCP scheme, an offi-
cinl staternent said.

The minister said pashu
aushadi would be similar to
Jan Aushadi yojana. The

Railway Ministry ropes in RRB for
all departmental promotional exam

sw Delhi
In gnificant move, the
Railway Ministry has roped

in the Railway Recruitment
Board (RRB) to hold all de-
partmental promotion ex-
aminations through a cen-
tralised computer-based
test, officials

said on

after the CBI arrested 26
railway officials of East Cen-
tral Railway Uttar
Pradesh’s Mughal Sarai for
allegedly leaking papers ofa
departmental examination
and seized Rs 117 crore cash
during its raids.

Before the Ministry's de-
ciston, the departmental
promotion exams were held
by railway divisions and
zones internally and of late
several allegations of cor-
ruption and use of unfair
means were reported in
these exams,

“Today, a high-level meet-
ing was condueted by the
Railway Board. 1t has been
decided that all departmen-
tal promotion éxaminations
will be done by RRB/ cen-

4
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tralised examination
through CBT,” a press state-
ment from the Railway Min-
istry said.

1t adeded, “All zonal rail-
ways will make a calendar
for the examination. All the
examinations will be con-
ducted on the basis of a cal-
endar only.” The Ministry
said that the responsibility
has been handed over to
RRE after considering its
long experience of trans-
parent, fair and highly ap-
preciated examinations con-
ducted in recent years.

“From 2015 to tiil date,

more than 7.7 crore candi-
dates have nppcmu! inex-
ams through computer-
based tests withaut any pa-
perleakage, impersenation,
remote log-in and usé of
spy devices,” the Ministry
said,

Tt said that the fir exam-

ination has been made pos-
sible due to the selection of
exam conducting agencies
through open tender with a
eriterid of Quality and Cost
Based Selection among var-

genericveterinary medicines
will be distributed through
PM Kisan Samridhi Kenclras
and Cooperatives.

Vaishnaw said traditional
knowledge of veterinary
medicines will also be re-
vived and documented as
part of the schems:

The Cabinet appraved a
provision of R 75 erore from
total budget allocation for
supplying good quality and
affordable generic veteri-
nary medicine and incen-
tive forsale of medicines un-
der Pashu Aushadhi com-
ponent.

Cabinet Approves Generic
Veterinary Medicines for Livestock

New Delhi

The Cabinet on Wedne
day approved changes to
the Rs 3.880-crore Live-
stock Health and Disease
Control Programme to in-
clude the distribution of
high-quality and afford-
able generic veterinary
medicines to farmers.

The total budget pro-
vided for the Livestock
Health and Disease Con-
trol Programme (LHDCP)
was Rs 3,880 crove for
2024-25 and 2025-26.

"A decision related to
livestack health has been
taken in the Cabinet.
igh-qualdity medicines
will be provided under the
Pashu Aushadhi compo-
nent of the scheme," 1&B
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw told reporters after
the Union Cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi here.

Pashu Aushadhi is the
new component added to
the LHDCP scheme, an
official statement said.

The minister said Pashu
Aushadi would be similar
to Jan Aushadi Yojana.
The generic veterinary
medicines will be distrib-
uted through PM Kisan
Samridhi Kendras and Co-
operatives.

Vaishnaw said tradi-
tional knowledge of vet-
erinary medicines will also
be revived and document-
ed as part of the scheme.

The Cabinet approved
a provision of Rs 75 crote
from the total budget al-
locdtion for supplying
good quality and afford-
able generic veterinary
medicine and an incen-
tive for sale of medicines
under Pashu Aushadhi
component.

The scheme has three
components - National

Livestock Health

and Disease Con-
trol Programme
focuses on the
prevention of dis-
eases like Foot
and Mouth Dis-
ease (FMD), Bru-
cellosis, Peste des
Petits Ruminants
(PPR), Cere-
brospinal Fluid
(CSF), Lumpy Skin
Disease, etc,
through immu-
nization,

Animal Disease Contral
Programme (NADCP),
Livestock Health and Dis-
ease Control (LH&DC)
and Pashu Aushadhi.
Livestock Health and
Discase Control Pro-
gramme focuses on. the
prevention of diseases like
Foot and Mouth Disease
(FMD), Brucellosis, Peste
des Petits Ruminants
(PPR), Cerebrospinal Flu-
id (CSF), Lumpy Skin Dis-
ease, ete, through immn-

nization.

The Scheme also sup-
ports door-step delivery
of livestock health care
and improving the avail-
ability of generic veteri-
nary medicine.

The minister stated that
nine states are ready to be
declared as FMD-free
zones, These states in-
clude: Punjab, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, Karnutaka,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Gu-
jarat and Maharashtra.

India is the world's
largest milk producer. Be-
ing FMD-free and having
asystematic and well-doc-
umented vaccination pro-
gramme will help in the
export of milk and milk
products in a significant
way and improve farmers'
income, he added.

The LHDCP will helpin
the prevention and control
of livestock diseases
through vaecination, sur-
veillance and upgradation
of healtheare facili

Alsa, the scheme will
improve productivity, gen-
erate employment, en-
wourage enfreprencurship
in rural areas and prevent
economic losses of farmers
due to disease burden.

Kedarnath & Hemkund Sahib Ji Ropeway
Projects Approved - Rs 6,811 Crore

Pawan Lalchand
New Delhi
The government on
Wednesday applmuj two
r()peway pru;ect: in Ut-

ious other di

Ttsaid that in such exam-
inations conducted by RRB,
the railway team conducts
the auditing of examination
centres where hathroom
outside is not permitted.
there is 100 per cent CCTV
coverage and recording is
done two hours pre-exam
and one hour post exam
among other things,

“Venue/centre of exami-
nation is made available
only four days before the
exam. The exam centre is al
lotted through a comput-
erised randomised genera-
tion avoiding manual inter-
vention.

“Inthe examination cen-
tres, checking & frigking of
candidates is done with
hand-held metal detectors,”
the Ministry said, detailing
several other steps taken to
ensure fairness in holding
the examinations.

o
l\m]anmh 2.9 km) and
Govindghat to Hemkund
Sahib Ji (12.4 ki) - atato-
tul cost of Rs 6,811 erore.

The timeline for con-
struction of these two am-
bitious projects is 4-6 years,

‘The decisions of the Cab-
inet Committee on Eco-
nomic Affairs (CCEA) were
announced by Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw.

The construction of a
12.9-km ropeway from Son-
prayag to Kedarnath will be
doneon the design, build, fi-
nance, operate and transfer
(DBFOT) mode at a total
cost of Rs 4.081.28 crore.

The ropeway s planned to
be developed in public-pri-
vate partnership and will
be based on the most ad-
vanced Tri-cable Detach-
able Gondola (35) technol-
ogy having the capacity to

Will put across porters' demands to government
and fight for their rights, says Rahul Gandhl

New Delhi

around the new mdusrmll
clusters; UK opted for a
planned industrialisation
in designated Industrial Es-
tates complete with infra-
structure facilities provided
and financed by the State
Government,

Given their respective
strategies, UK witnessed
growth in its industrial
economy by 9.5 times while
HP witnessed a modest 4.6
times,

"Thegrowth in the man-
ufacturing sector had a mul-
tiplier effect on the overall
economy. From 2000 to
2011, UK GSDP experi-
enced a CAGR of 105 per
cent, while HP sawa more
modest CAGR of 6.91 per
cent.,” the paper said.

Drawing attention to the fi-
nancial difficultics faced by
railway porters, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday said they risked
their lives to help people
during the stampede at the
New Delhi Railway Station
last month and yet their
voice was not being heard.
Theformer Congress pres-
ident, who posted on his
YauTube channel a video of
his recent interaction with
porters at the New Delhi
Railway Station, asserted
that hewould fight for their
rights.
Gandhi also urged peo-
ple to share suggestions on
the 'Awaaz Bharat K' portal
w improve crowd manage-
ment and strengthen secu-

rity.

"We will listen to the veice
of India!” he said on X.

The increasing number of
stampedes at railway sta-
tions and other public placis
is a matter of great concern,
Gandhi said, noting that
many innocent people lose
their lives or get injured in

such incidents.

“We need to think togeth-
erabout how to preventsuch
tragedies,” he said.

In his post accompany-
ing the video of hisinterac-
tion with porters, Gandhi
said, "A few d ago, 1
reached New Delhi Railway
Station and met the porter

brothers there again. During
the interaction, they told me
howeveryone together made
every possible effort to save
people’s lives on the day of
the stampede.”

"Whether it was trying to
remove people from the
erowd, ensuring that the in-
jured reached the ambu-
lance and administration,
or taking out the bodies of
the dead - using their phys-
ieal abilities, handearts or
spending money from their
own pockets, they helped
the passengers in every way,”
the Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha said.

Gandhi thanked them for
saving many lives and help-
ing in the relief work during
the stampede at the station
on February 15.

carry 1,800 passengers per
hour per direction (PPH-
PD). which could ferry

18,000 s perday.
Vaishnaw informed that
the 124-km ropeway project
from Govindghat to
Hemlkund Sahib Ji too will
be developed on DBFOT
mode at a total capital cost
of Rs 2,730.13 crore;
Currently, the journey to
the Hembkund Sahib Ji is a

challenging 21-km uphill ‘The journey to the Kedar-
trek from Govintdghat andis  nath temple is a challenging
uwemd on footor by pontes  16-kmeuphill trek from Gau-
org “The i rikund and is currently cov-
mpe“m is phnned topro-  ered on foat or by ponies,
vide o pilgrims | ins and heli

visiting the Hembkund Sahihy  The proposed ropeway is

Ji and the tourists visiting

the Valley of Flowers, and

will ensure all-weather last-

mile connectivity between

Govindghat and Hemkund
hib Ji.

planned w provide conven-
ience to pilgrims visiting
the temple and ensune all-
weather connectivity be-

tween  Sonprayag  and
Kedarnath.

Current multilateral system failing
to mitigate climate change: India

New Delki B

mand glnlml solutions. The

India on W y said
the current multilateral sys-
tem isfailing 1o address glob-
al challenges like climate
change and called for ur-
gent reforms in global gov-
ernance to ensure that equi-
ty, justice and action remain
central to climate negotia-
tions.

Addressing TERI's World
Sustainable Development
Summit, Union Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav said it is still techni-
cally possibleto keep global
warming within the 1.5-de-
gree Celsius limit, but this
would require developed
countries to fulfil their com-
mitments on financial and
technological support.

“Global challenges de-

Qur is
failing to address trans-
boundary issues like dimate
change. We need urgent,
struetural reforms to global
zovernange that put equity,

justice andaction at the core
of climate negotistions,” Ya-
dav said.

He added that the pro-
posed USD 300 billion per
vear under the New Collec-
tive Quantified Goal on Cli-
mite Finance (NCQG) by
2035 is far below the re-
quired USD 1.3 trillion, leav-
ing devel Llomrg countries un-
derfunded in theircli

the 1.5-degree Celsius path-
way, with solar energy, wind
power and forests offering
tremendous potential for sig-
nificant and r.mtd redue-
tions in en mm)ns
“However, to fully unlock
this potential, we must act
with urgeney and developed
countries should honowr and
fulfil their obligations, in
particular, on means of im-
plementation,” the minister
said. He stressed that coun-
tries must strengthen their
climateaction plans, known
as Nationally Determined
(‘nmnlmuum (NDCs), by
Tadi

forts.

Clu.ug the 2024 UNEF
ssions Gap Report, he
said: “Tt is still technically
possible for us to stay an

that
maximise social, economic
and environmental benefits,
with stronger international
couperation as the founda-
tion,




Prayagraj
students
turn Swachh
Mahakumbh
vision into

reality
Prayagraj
The Cleanliness cam-

paign initiated by Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yanath at the conclu-
sion of Mahakumbh in
Prayagraj is now being
actively continued by lo-
cal citizens and students.
As part of this effort,
h I
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UP Economy Outpaces
National Average: CM Yogi

Lucknow:

hief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on
Wednesday  said
that Uttar Pradesh’s
economic growth has
outpaced the national
average and the state
budget for the next fiscal
is a tool to take develop-
ment to the last mile.
l’resentmg a  com-
overview of

and
of Lala Manmohan Das
Intermediate  College

organized a cleanliness
drive in Sector 18 of the
Kumbh Mela area.

The initiative aims
to reinforce the com-
mitment to a Swacch
Mahakumbh, ensuring
that the spirit of sanita-
tion and environmental
responsibility  remains
strong even after the
event's conclusion.

More than 100 NCC,
Scout, and Guide stu-
dents actively partici-
pated in the Cleanliness
campaign, taking up
brooms to collect poly-
thene and other wast
from drains and open
spaces. Alongside their
efforts, they also spread
awareness by forming a
human chain to deliver
the message of cleanli-
ness.

College Principal Dr.
Niranjan Kumar Singh,
Sector Magistrate, and
several teachers also
joined the initiative. En-
couraging the students,
Dr. Singh emphasized
that cleanliness is not
just a campaign but a
fundamental value in

life.

Highlighting the scale
of the effort, Dr. Niran-
jan Kumar Singh noted
that while high-level
cleanliness manage-
ment was carried out
for crores of devotees
during Mahakumbh,
certain areas still had
accumulated polythene
and waste, which need-
ed to be removed for
environmental _sustain-
ability. He added that
such initiatives help in-
still the habit of clean-
liness among students
and play a crucial role
in keeping the Ganga
banks clean.

The students of Lala
Manmohan Das Inter
College, situated along
the Ganga in Jhunsi,
took a pledge to contin-
ue the Swachhata Abhi-
yan in the future and to
spread awareness about
cleanliness in society.

Rulvt Contact
9818799941

the state’s economy in
the Legislative Council,
Yogi asserted that the
budget reflects the gov-
ernment’s strong com-
mitment to accelerating
economic growth while
increasing per capita in-
come.

“In 2023-24, India’s
GDP grew at a rate of
9.6 per cent, while Ut-
tar Pradesh’s GSDP in-
creased by 11.6 per cent,”
he said, highlighting the
state’s rapid economic
expansion.

He noted that the state
budget is Rs 8,08,736
crore, deseribing it as
not merely an expend-
iture plan but a tool to
ensure development
reaches the last mile.

He also pointed out
that this budget is 2.5
times larger than that
of 2016-17 (when Sa-

majwadi Party was in
power) and 10 per cent
higher than the previous
fiscal year.
“This  reflects  our
strong commitment to
accelerating  economic
growth while increasing
per capita income. Rs
2.25 lakh crore has been
allocated solely for cap-
ital expenditure, ensur-
ing rapid development.
Compared to 2016-17,
per capita income has
nearly doubled,” he stat-
ed

'i'argeting the oppo-
sition, particularly the
Samajwadi Party (SP),

a

Adityanath  remarked
that they often question
the rationale behind in-
creasing the budget size.

“The budget
just about i
expenditure; it
about maintaining fi-
nancial discipline. Even
the Reserve Bank of In-
dia has set limits for fis-

at 2.97 per cent of the
state’s GSDP, well with-
in the 3 per cent thresh-
old. This is despite the
fact that we have not
imposed any new taxes
in the last eight years.

SJPNL and SUEZ India Provided Training to
Employees Under National Safety Week

The
Safety Week was inau-
gurated under the joint
aegis of Shimla Jal Pra-
bandhan Nigam Limi!
ed (SJPNL) and SU

& on,
a special program was
organized at the Dhalli
office, where employ-
ees of both compa-
nies were made aware
of the importance of
workplace safety.

The program com-
menced with a flag
hoisting ceremony,
which was conducted
by SJPNL Junior Engi-
neer Anil Kumar Shar-
ma. Following this, all
employees and offi-
cials took a safety oath,
pledging to adhere to

norms and avoid any

ing session was also
conducted as part of
the Safety Week, in
which employees were
informed about safety
measures, ways to pre-
vent potential hazards,
and handling emergen-
¢y situations. Employ-
ees of SUEZ India and
SJPNL actively partic-
ipated in the program
and resolved to make
safety an integral part
of their work culture.
As part of National
Safety Week, various
training sessions and
safety awareness pro-
grams will be organ-
ized until March 10. In

the coming days, em-
ployees will receive de-
tailed training on the
use of modern safety
equipment, fire safe-
Ly systems, emergency
evacuation procedures,
and risk management
to ensure they are pre-
pared for any unfore-
seen situations.

The week-long event
will conclude with a
closing ceremony on
March 10, where spe-
cial discussions on
workplace safety will
take place. Employ-
ees who have demon-
strated outstanding
safety practices may
be honored during the
ceremony to further
strengthen the culture
of workplace safety.

In fact, we reduced VAT
on petrol and diesel,
demonstrating our com-
mitment and political
will,” he said.

The CM further stated
that corruption has been
curbed, and all depart-
ments have been ade-
quately funded to ensure
holistic  development.
RLferrmg to past finan-
cial un-

Yogi asserted that
the budget reflects
the government’s
strong commitment
to accelerating eco-
nomic growth while
increasing per capita
income.

crores just to clear the

mess left behind by pre-
vious governments.”

The CM emphasized
that in the past eight
years, Uttar Pradesh has
set an example of finan-
cial transparency and
discipline.

“There was a time
when no one was willing
to give us loans or in-
vest in the state. Today,
banks line up to finance
our projects. The per-
ception of Uttar Pradesh
has changed nation-
wide,” he said, adding
that NITI Aayog has
ranked the state among
the leading states in fi-
nancial di

der SP rule, he quipped,
“Gone are the days when
just Re 1 was allocat-
ed for projects worth
Rs 100 crore. When we
came to power, we had
to spend thousands of

He also

HP records 12K cyber
frauds duping Rs 114 crore

Top Story News
- _ Shimla: o
The Himachal Pradesh
Cyber Crime Cell has

fraud, with victims losing
a staggering Rs 114 crore.
The agency has success-
fully recovered Rs 15
crore for the affected in-
dividuals. For its exem-
plary efforts, the Cyber
Crime Cell was honored
with  the prestigious
Skoch Award 2024.

The CY Station Data
Centre, operating under
the Cyber Crime Cell, has
been at the forefront of
addressing cyber fraud.
The centre, which func-
tions  24/7, received
1,10,794 calls related to
cybercrime in 2024 alone.
Of these, 19% were from
women, and 2% werefrom
children. The Customer
Service Support Centre
(CSSC) team maintained
a 100% response rate, en-
suring all complaints were
promptly uploaded to the
National Cyber Crime Re-
porting Portal (NCRP) for
immediate action.

Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) of Cyber Crime,
Mohit Chawla, highlight-
ed the centre’s efficient -
ordination with bank

—_—
The CY Station Data
Centre, operating un-
der the Cyber Crime
Cell, has been at the
forefront of address-
ing cyber fraud. The
centre, which func-
tions 24/7, received
1,10,794 calls relat-

ed to cybercrime in
2024 alone. I

personnel, including 9
women, has been praised
as a “game changer” in
combating cybererime.

The CY Station Data
Centre operates through
eight specialized verticals,
including the Bank Co-
ordination Centre (BCC)
and the Cyber Training &
Research Centre (CTRC),
which provide technical
support and training to
mitigate cyber threats.
The centre’s efforts have
earned it the Skoch
Award, one of India's
highest civilian honors,
recognizing its contribu-
tion to socio-economic
change through cyber-
crime prevention.

Director General of
Police (DGP), State CID
Himachal Pmd(-sh GR
Ojha, c

that despite havmg a
population of 25 crore,
UP is a revenue-surplus
state, unlike in the past
when it struggled to at-
tract investments.

real-time integration with
the NCRP portal, which
enabled the recovery of Rs
15 crore out of the total Rs
114 crore lost by victims.
The centre, staffed by 21

CY Station team for thcu'
achievements and en-
couraged them to con-
tinue their vital work in
safeguarding  citizens
from cyber frand.

Prayagraj students turn Swachh
Mahakumbh vision into reality

Prayagraj:

The Cleanliness cam-
paign initiated by Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yanath at the conclu-
sion of Mahakumbh in
Prayagraj is now being
actively continued by
local citizens and stu-
dents. As part of this
effort, students and
teachers of Lala Man-
mohan Das Intermedi-
ate College organized
a cleanliness drive in
Sector 18 of the Kumbh
Mela area.

The initiative aims
to reinforce the com-
mitment to a Swacch
Mahakumbh, ensuring
that the spirit of sanita-
tion and environmental
responsibility remains
strong even after the
event’s conclusion.

More than 100 NCC,
Scout, and Guide stu-
dents actively partici-
pated in the Cleanliness
campaign, taking up
brooms to collect poly-
thene and other waste
from drains and open
spaces. Alongside their
efforts, they also spread
awareness by forming a
human chain to deliver
the message of clean-
liness.

Yogi govt to develop Sangam into a
premier year-round global tourist hub

The Maha mbh 2025,
held on the banks of
Triveni Sangam, made
history with the arrival
of over 66 crore devo-
tees during its 45-day
span. The massive turn-
out has prompted the
fair administration to
draft a new roadmap
for the Sangam area
post-Mahakumbh.
Considering the
steady influx of devo-
administration
tiated plans to
revamp Sangam and
its surroundings with
enhanced facilities. Ac-
cording to ADM Mela

Vivek Chaturvedi, the
infrastructure estab-
lished during Maha-

kumbh will remain in-
tact until the next Ardh
Kumbh in 2031.

“Facilities  such as
lighting, water ATMs,
checkered walkways,

parking areas, police
presence, mobile toi-
lets, changing rooms,
and more will continue
to serve devotees. Ad-
dltmnall), round-the-
clock services, mcludmg
taxi facilities and food
courts, will be intro-
duced, supported by a
fresh budget allocation”,
he informed.

Vivek Chaturvedi

also revealed plans to
introduce regular aarti
ceremonies at the con-
crete ghats, inspired by
the tradition at

devotees further.
Notably, the grand

display of faith
agra

shapes a powerful trian-
gle of spiritual tourism

Vivek Chaturvedi
also revealed plans
to introduce regular
aarti ceremonies at
the concrete ghats,
inspired by the tra-
dition at Varanasi’s
ghats, to enrich the
spiritual experience

for devotees further. I

with Kumbh City, Ay-
odhya, and Kashi. The
unceasing flow of devo-
tees, especially after the
third and final Amrit
Snan on Basant Pan-
chami and even after
Maha Shivratri, reflects
the profound sentiment
of the Sanatan faith.
Vijaykant from Del-
hi, who visited Sangam
with his family, shared
that he took a holy dip
during the Amrit Kaal
of Mahakumbh and re-

turned with the same
devotion even as the
crowds thinned.
Similarly, Shashikant
Madeshiya from Damoh,
Madhya Pradesh, ex-
pressed that the waters
of Triveni Sangam hold
the same sanctity for
him even after the event.
Efforts to track the
number of tourists visit-
ing the Sangam area be-
gan last year. The corri-
dors of various temples
developed within the
city during Mahakumbh
are expected to become
new tourist attractions,
ensuring a steady flow of
visitors year-round.

The overwhelming
response to the Ha-
numan  Mandir Cor-

ridor and Akshay Vat
Corridor near Sangam
suggests a ‘mini Ma-
hakumbh’ atmosphere
will persist throughout
the year.
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College Principal Dr.
Niranjan Kumar Sin-
gh, Sector Magistrate,
and several teachers
also joined the initia-
tive. Encouraging the
students, Dr. Singh
emphasized that clean-
liness is not just a cam-
paign but a fundamen-
tal value in life.

Highlighting the
scale of the effort, Dr.
Niranjan Kumar Sin-

gh noted thdt wh)le
high-level cleanliness
managenmn[ ‘was car-
ried out for crores of
devotees during Ma-
hakumbh, certain ar-
eas still had accumu-
lated polythene and
waste, which needed
to be removed for envi-
ronmental sustainabili-
ty. He added that such
initiatives help instill
the habit of cleanli-

51 am(mg qtudents
and play a crucial role
in keeping the Ganga
banks clean.

The students of Lala
Manmohan Das Inter
College, situated along
the Ganga in Jhunsi,
took a pledge to con-
tinue the Swachhata
Abhiyan in the future
and to spread aware-
ness about cleanliness
in society.

SP has strayed from Lohia’s
path, idolises Aurangzeb: Yogi

Lucknow:
Maharashtra Samajwa-
di Party (SP) MLA Abu
Azmi's remarks praising
Mughal emperor Au-
rangzeb have sparked a
political storm in Uttar
Pradesh.

During the Legisla-
tive Council’s budget de-
bate here on Wednesday,
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath slammed the SP,
demanding Azmis im-
mediate ion and

During the Legisla-
tive Council’s budget
debate here on
Wednesday,  Chief
Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath slammed the
SP, demanding Az-
mi’s immediate sus-
pension and urging
the party to send him
to UP. |

urging the party to send
himto UP.

Issuing a stern warn-
ing, Yogi asserted that UP
does not hesitate to deal
with such individuals.

The controversy erupt-
ed after Abu Azmi called
Aurangzeb a “great ad-
ministrator.”

In response, the Chief
Minister lashed out at the
SP in the UP Legislative
Council, accusing it of
dbandnmng Indias cul-
tural heritage and stray-
ing from the principles

of its founding thinker,
Dr Ram Manohar Lohia.
Yogi highlighted that
Dr Lohia had identified
Shri Ram, Shri Krishna,
and Lord Shiva as the
pillars of India’s unity.
Still, the SP, he claimed,
was now idolising a ty-
rant like Aurangzeb.

Recalling  historical
events, Yogi narrated
how Aurangzeb had
imprisoned his father
Shah Jahan in Agra Fort,
leaving him suffering for
every water drop.

He urged SP leaders
to read Shah Jahan's
biography, available in
Patna’s library, men-
tioning that Shah Jahan
himself had remarked
that a Hindu who serves
his elderly parents and
performs annual shrad-
dha rituals is far nobler
than Aurangzeb. The
Chief Minister, however,
added that those who

“behave like Aurangzeb

may take pride in it.”

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath accused the
Samajwadi Party of un-
dermining India’s faith
by glorifying Aurang-
zeb, a ruler known for
imposing the jizya tax,
destroying temples, and
attempting to Islamise
the country.

Yogi remarked that no
civilised Muslim would
name his son Aurangzeb,
knowing his ruthless
legacy of imprisoning
his father and denying
him even a drop of water.
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China hikes
defence budget
to USD 249
billion amid
hectic military
modernisation
Beijing:
China on Wednesday
announced a 7.2 per cent
increase of its national
efence  budget total-
ling to USD 249 billion
this year amid its hec-
tic efforts to modernise
armed forees; including
fast paced development

of warships and new
generation fighter jets.

‘The planned defence
expenditure for the
country is 1.784665

trillion yuan (about
USD 249 billion) this
year, ﬂ.nmrding to a
draft budget report
submitted to China’s
Parliament by Premier
Li Qiang, state-run
Xinhua news agency re-

rted.

Last year, China in-
creased its  defence
budget by 7.2 per cent to
about USD 232 billion
(1.67 trillion yuan).

China has the world’s
second- lai:geﬂ military

budget the US
whose latest defence
spending amounted to
over USD 890 billion as
proposed by President
Donald Trump.

‘The Chinese defence
spending is amounted
to three times that of In-
dia’s Rs 681, 210 crore
(USD 78.8 billion).

China’s defence
budget figures are
viewed by ecritics with
seepticism in the light of
massive military mod-
ernisation,  including
building aircraft carriers,
rapid construction of ad-
vanced naval ships and
modern stealth aircraft
being carried out at a
feverish pitch by the
Chinese military,

BusiINESS
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Terrorist responsible for 2021 Kabul airport bombing
being extradited to face justice in US: President Trump

Washington:

S President Don-
ald Trump said a
“top terrorist” re-

sponsible for the August
2021 bombing at Kabul
airport  as  American
forces withdrew from
Afghanistan has been
apprehended and is be-
ing brought to the coun-
try to face justice.

Trump said three and
a half years ago, ISIS ter-
rorists killed 13 Amer-
ican service members
and countless others in
the Abbey Gate bombing
during the *“disastrous
and mncompetent with-
drawal” from Afghani-
stan.

“America is once again
standing strong against
the forces of radical Is-
lamic terrorism,” Trump
said Tuesday night in
an address to the Joint
Session of Congress, the
first of his second term
in the White House.

A report in CNN said
that a White Iouse of-
ficial confirmed that
Mohamymad Sharifullah,
allegedly involved in the
planning of the attack,
was being extradited to

Indian-origin nurse attacked by patient in Florida,

HOUSTON:

A 67-year-old Indian-or-
igin nurse was repeated-
Iv punched in the face
by a patient at a Florida
hospital in a possible
hate crime that could
lead to her losing her
evesight, local media
has reported.

Nurse Leela Lal, also
known as Leelamma
Lal, was assaulted and

“every bone of her face

broken” by Stephen Eric
Seantlebury, a 33-year-
old patient she was tend-
ing to in the psychiatrie

the US,
“Not that they were
withdrawing, it was the
way they withdrew. Per-
haps the most embar-
rassing moment in the
history of our country,”
Trump said.
“Tonight, I am pleased
to announce that we
have just apprehended
the top terrorist respon-
sible for that atrocity
and he is right now on
his way here to face the
swift sword of American
justice,” Trump said as

ward at the Palms West
Hospital in West Palm
Beach, Florida on Feb-
ruary 18, police said.

a local court, a po-
lice officer testified that

members of the Repub-
lican Party broke into
an applause and gave
the President a standing
ovation.

Trump thanked the
Government of Pakistan
for “helping arvest this
monster”.

The August 26, 2021
suicide honibing attack
at Ilamid Karzai Inter-
national Airport’s Abbey
Gate killed 13 US service
members and rough-
ly 170 Afghan civilians,
injuring many others,

shoed

a video clip
Scantlebury saying, ‘In-
dians are bad’ and T just
beat the (expletive) out
of an Indian doctor’,”

news

channel WPTV.

coming just days after
the Taliban took over
Kabul.

Trump described the
day of the attack as a
“horrible day”, saying
“Such incompetence was
shown that when (Rus-
sian President Vladimir)
Putin saw what hap-
pened, 1 guess he said,
“‘Wow, maybe this is my
chance’. That's how bad
it was. Should have nev-

er happened, Grossly
incompetent  people,”
Trump said.

com said.

faces a charge of at-
tempted second-degree
murder in the attack and
also faces a hate erime
enhancenient, which
could result in harsher
penalties if he is convict-
ed, the media said.

.com reported after the
incident that HCA Flor-
ida IHealthCare, which
runs the Palm West
Hospital, said the attack
oceurred “within a mat-
ter of seconds” and was

“witnessed by multiple

people” and added that

“America is once
again standing strong
against the forces of
radical Islamic ter-
rorism,” Trump said
Tuesday night in an
address to the Joint
Session of Congress,
the first of his second

term in the White
House. I

Minutes after Trump
madethe announcement
during his address in the
US Capitol, FBI Direc-
tor Kash Patel said in a
post on X “As President
Trump just announced,
1 can report that tonight
the FBI, DOJ, and CIA
have extradited one of
the terrorists responsi-
ble for the murder of the
13 American soldiers at
Abbey Gate during the
disastrous Afghanistan
withdrawal. One step
closer to justice for these
American heroes and
their families.”

During his address,
Trump  acknowledged
Patel, voicing apprecia-
tion for his work.

Lal was taken by heli-
copter to St Mary’s Med-
ical Centre in West Palm
Beach.

said it received a vid-
eo from a viewer that
showed the suspect
walking shirtless on a
nearby prominent road
with what looked to be
ECG leads still attached
1o his chest, and it also
showed hospital staff
and law enforcement
following the man onto
the busy highway before
the deputies took him
into eustody.

Judge denies Elon Musk’s request to
block OpenAl for-profit conversion

OAKLAND:

A federal judge has de-
nied Elon Musk's re-
quest for a court order
blocking OpenAl from
converting itself to o
for-profit com :m\ hm
said she could

dite a trial to consi er
Musk's claims against

the ChatGPT maker and
its CEO.
US District Judge

Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers
ruled late Tuesday that
“Musk has not demon-
strated  likelihood of
suecess on the merits”
in his request for a pre-
liminary injunction, She
offered to hold a trial in
her California courtroony
as soon as this fall, “giv-
en the public interest at
stake and potential for
harm if a conversion con-
trary to law occurred.”

, an early OpenAl inves-
tor, began a legal offen-
sive against the ChatGPT
maker and CEO Sam
Altman a year ago, suing
for breach of contract
over what he said was the
betrayal of its founding
aims as a nonprofit.

escalated the legal dis-
pute late last year, adding
new claims and defend-
ants, including Microsott,
and asking for a court

order that would stop

's plans to con-
vert itself into a for-profit
business. Musk also add-
ed his own AT company,
XAl as a plaintiff, claim-
ing that OpenAl was un-
fairly  stifling  business
competition.

and @ group of inves-
tors more recently made
an unsolicited USD 97.4
billion bid to buy a con-
trolling stake in the non-
profit — a move that un-
dermined Musk’s “claim
of irreparable harm,” the
judge wrote.

said it welecomed the
court’s decision.

This has always been
about competition,” a
statement  from  the
company said. “Elon’s
own emails show that
he wanted to merge a
for-profit OpenAl into
Tesla. That would have
been great for his per-
sonal benefit, but not for
our mission or US inter-
ests.”

alleges in the lawsuit
that the companies are
violating the terms of his
foundational  contribu-
tions to the charity. He
had invested about USD
45 million in the startup
from its founding until
2018, his lawyer has said.

could lose eyesight

probable cause affida-
vit filed by law enforce-
ment desx.nbed l.nl s

said, “I'f»senha"y every
bone in the victim’s face
is broken and the vic-
tim is likely to lose the
use of both eyes.”

of the extent of the

victim's injuries, she
was unable to provide 4
statement to investiga-
tors, the WPTV said.
WPTV report about
the court proceedings
on February 27 said
that witnesses from

the hospital, as well as
responding  deputies,
took the stand and re-
vealed that video from
inside the Thospital
showed the victim was
attacked in a roughly
one to two-minute time
frame.

Following the attack,
Palm Beach County
Deputy Sgt Beth New-
comb testified that she
observed Scantlebury
saying, ‘'Indians are
bad’ and ‘T just beat the
(expletive) out of an In-
dian doctor’,” it added.

CEA Issues Guidelines for
Efficient Fiber Optic Utilization

New Delhi:
The Central Electricity
Authority (CEA) has is-
sued guidelines to pro-
mote efficient allocation,
sharing, and utilization
of optical fibers that will
contribute to a befter
resource  management
across the power sector.

‘These guidelines aim to
provide a clear and stand-
ardized framework for
the allocation and sharing
of fiber cores of Optical
Ground Wire (OPGW)/
Under Ground Fiber
Optic (UGFO) Cable for
power system  applica-
tions, a power ministry
statement said.

It said the guidelines
establish a structured
approach to fiber alloca-
tion, safeguarding power
system communication
needs and mitigating fu-
ture confliets.

A well-defined frame-
work has been outlined
to facilitate the shar-
ing of spare fiber ca-
pacity among various
stakeholders, including
Central  Transmission
Utilities (CTUs), State
Transmission Ctili-
ties (STUs), Transmis-
sion Service Providers

(TSPs), and other enti-
ties,

Teasing of spare fibers
for non-grid applications
is permitted provided it
doesnt compromise fu-
ture grid requirements.

All leasing contracts
to include a termina-
tion clause, mandating
maximum of 18-month
notice period to reclaim
fiber cores for grid ap-
plications whenever re-
quired.

The guidelines em-
phasise the need for as-
sessment of future grid
communication needs
and adherence to appli-
cable CEA/CERC/SERC

regulations.
Utilities will be en-
couraged to plan and in-

stall OPGW with 48/96
fiber cores to provide
sufficient capacity for
last-mile  connectivity,
future expansions, and
LILO requirements, lev-
eraging the Right of Way
(ROW) effectively.

A comprehensive da-
tabase to be maintained
to monitor the allocation
and utilization of OPGW
fibers, ensuring frans-
parency and accounta-
bility.

NDDB, Sustain Plus to install 10,000
biogas plants in 15 states in next 4 yrs

Bengaluru:
round 10,000 bio-
gas plants will be

installed across 15

states, including Uttar
Pradesh, over the next
four_veats as partof a cir-
cular dairy programme
to be implemented joint-
ly by the National Dairy
Development Board
(NDDB) and Banga-
lore-based NGO Sustain
Plus,

"We have signed MoUs
with over 26 milk unions
across 15 states in India,
with i cooperative
network acting as a pow-
erful platform for scale,
this model can be replicat-
ed across states, making
India’s dairy sector not
just the world's largest,
but also among the most
sustainable," Sustain Plus
Director Ganesh Neelam
in a statement.

Sustain Plus is a eollab-
orative platform founded
by Social Alpha, CInl and
SELCO Foundation, ded-
icated to deploying sus-
tainable innovations to
improve rural livelihoods

in India.

Neelam said the latest
partnership with NDDB
aims to empower dairy
farmers, particularly
women, by providing
aceess to clean cooking
fuel and nutrient-rich

bio-slurry for soil enrich-
ment.
The cireular dairy pro-
gramme, launched re-
cently in the presence
of Cooperation Minis-
ter Amit Shah, targets
to create climate-smart

dairy villages and build
scalable and sustainable
farming practices across
India.

The setting of 10,000
biogesters is expected to
generate 3 | tonnes
of organic slurry annual-

ly, improving soil liealth
and reducing the need
for chemical fertilisers.

They will also produce
more than 7 million cu-
bic metres of biogas every
year, providing clean
cooking fuel to 10,000 ru-
ral households.

In addition, the pro-
gramme will enable the
production of nearly
60,000 tonnes of Phos-
phate Rich Organic Ma-
nure (PROM) each year,
replacing an equivalent
quantity of chemical phos-
phate fertilisers, further
supporting affordable and
sustainable farming prac-
tices.

By integrating biogas
plants, solar-powered
dairy  operations,
efficient milk collection
systems, the programme
will help reduce input
costs, improve soil health
for dairy farmers, provide
elean cooking fuel to rural
households, and create
new income opportunities
through organic fertiliser
and carbon credits, the
statement said.

India's Quantum Computlng Strategy: NITI Aayog Paper

New Delhi:

Tndia needs to look at a
multi-pronged approach
to ensure national se-
curity in the quantum
computing era as well as
have bilateral partner-
ships for rapid adop-
tion of emerging tech-
nologies, according to
a NITI Aayog research
paper released on
Wednesday:.

The NITI Frontier
Tech Hub (NITI-FTH)
in partnership with
Data Security Council
of India released the
paper on the rapid evo-
lution of quantum com-
puting, its implications
on national security and
what is needed for India

to get ahead of the curve
to shape its trajectory.
NITI Aayog CEO B V

R Subrahmanyam
leased the paper.

The paper said a
strategic framework is

re-

essential to navigate
the opportunities and
threats posed by quan-
tun computing.

"A proactive, mul-
ti-pronged approach will
ensure national security

remains resilient in the
quantum _era,” it said
and called for establish-
ing bilateral partner-
ships for rapid adoption,
especially the modalities
that offer scalability.
The NITI-FTH has
been established as a
Frontier Tech Action
Tank to accelerate In-
dia's transition into a
Frontier Tech Nation.
In his foreword to the
paper, Subrahmanyam
said leadership in the
quantum  computing
domain  will require
more than just rechno-
logical prowess and em-
phasised the need for
deep collaboration be-
tween the government,

industry and academia
as well as investments in
indigenous capabilities.

The government had
launched the Nation-
al Quantum Mission
(NQM) in April 2023
with a budget outlay of
Rs 6,003 crore to devel-
op an indigenous quan-
‘tum technology ecosys-
tem.

Niti Frontier Tech
Hub, the government
think tank said is com-
mitted to shaping In-
dia's parth towards a
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

The Hub will engage
with experts to estab-
lish a clear sector-spe-
cific vision and set of
imperatives for India by

2035, which is roughly
the midpoint from now
to 2047.

The paper said quan-
tum computing is evolv-
ing rapidly, posing both
opportunities and chal-
lenges for national secii-
rity.

Tt explores the glob-
al quantum race, latest
technological  break-
rhrm;?he and the po-
tential impact on na-
tional security. Tt also
provides recommenda-
tions for enhancing In-
dia's preparedness.

As per the paper,
quantum technologies
are set to redefine na-
tional security priori-
ties across multiple do-

mains. From breaking
encryption to designing
next-generation weap-
onry, nations that suc-
cessfully advance quan-
tum ecapabilities  will
gain an unprecedented
strategic edge.

On national security
imperatives for India, it
said quantum comput-
ing is a dual-use tech-
nology with transform-
ative implications for
defence, intelligence,
and cybersecurity.

While India has made
strides through its Na-
tional Quantum Mis-
sion, a strategic frame-
work is essential to
navigate both opportu-
nities and threats.

India Aims for
70% Women

in Workforce

by 2047: Labour

Secretary
New Delhi:
The government will

walk the talk on Viksit
Bharat by 2047 with 70
per cent women in the
workforce, Union La-
bour Secretary Sumita
Dawra said on Wednes-
day as she highlighted
the importance of men-
torship for women en-
trepreneurs.

Addressing a CIT con-
ference on women in the
services sector, she also
said looking ahead there
are sectors which hold
great patential for wom-
en to participate further.
She suggested enhanc-
ing education for them
under National Educa-
tion Policy.

For women entrepre-
neurs and startups she
call for increasing
venture capital support.

"For women entrepre-
neurs, it (venture capital
support) is very critical.
Mentorship for women
to be in leadership and
decision-making roles.
While we have provi-
sion, we alse must have
mentorship for women

where it is needed," she
said.
About challenges

faced by women in the
services sector, she said
there could he biases
which prevent their en-
try in the workforce.
There could be wage
disparities, even in the
leadership roles, job
security concerns and
issues like balancing do-
mestic and professional
responsibility.

Data shows that about
45 per cent women cite
childeare and domestic
commitments as reasons
for not participating in
the workforce, she noted
adding that in the last
six years, there is an en-
hanced engagement of
woriien in econoniic ac-
tivities.
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ricket

You'll only realize how much MS
“ Dhoni is missed when he goes:

Former England captain Morgan

Steve Smith announces 0Dl retirement after 170 matches

One-Day

farewell  to
nternational (ODI) cricket,
bringing an end 1o a distinguished 50~
over career following Australia's four-
wicket loss to India in the ICC
Champions Trophy semi-final in Dubai.

Despite stepping away from ODIs, the
35-vear-old will be available to represent
Australia in Test and T201 cricket. His
decision to be there for the shortest
fornsat could be influenced by a
potential opportunity to compete in the
2028 Los Angeles Olympics, where
cricket will feature in the form of T20ls,

"It has been a great ride and 1 have
Toved every minute of it," Smith said in
a release, as quoted from the official
website of crickel.com.au.

Smith informed his teammates about
his decision following the semi-final
defeat and later explained that the
timing felt right.

“It feels like the right time to make
way.” Smith said.

“There have been so many amazing
times and wonderful memories.
Winning two World Cups was a great
Thighlight along with the many fant;
teammates who shared the journey, " he
added.

“Now is a great opportunity for peaple
to start preparing for the 2027 ODI
World Cupsoit feelslike the right time
to make way,"” he said

"Test ericket remains a priority and

I am really looking forward to the
World Test Championship final, the
West Indies in the winter and then
England at home. I feel Istill haven lot
to contribute on that stage,” Smith
noted.

Smith's ODI career spanned 170
matches, making him Australia's 16th
most-capped player in the format. With
5,800 runs at an average of 33.28 and

Virat Kohli praises Anant
Ambani's wildlife
conservation efforts at Vantara

New Delhi
Star India batter Virat Kohli hailed
Anant Ambani and his team for their
commitment to wildlife conservation
at Vantara, a unigue rescue and veha-
bilitation initiative.

Vantara, spearheaded by Anant
Ambani, focuses on rescuing and re-
habilitating animals while ensuring
their well-being in a safe and sustain-
able environment. The initiative has re-
ceived appreciation from various quar-
ters for its dedication to wildlife con-
servation.

In a post on X, Virat said,
Ambani and his entire team at Vantara
are making a remarkable difference in
wildlife welfare. Their dedieation to
rescue, rehabilitation, and conserva-
tion is shaping a more sustainable and
compassionate ecosystem. #Vantara
@narendramogdi.”

Earlier, Tendulkar also praised Am-
bani and Vantara.

Taking to X, Tendulkar shared his
admiration for the project, echoing the
sentiments of Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who had recently
visited the facility.

“I felt the same as Hon'ble PM
@narendramodi ji, when T was in
Vantara eadier. The passion and com-
mitment of Apant and his team to-
wards wildlife conservation is com-
mendable. The rescued and rehabili-
tated animals at Vantara touch youin
aunique way, and I look forward to
visiting this beautiful place again,”
he said.

Prime Minister Modi had earlier
praised Vantara's efforts in wildlife
preservation, describing it as a signif-
icant step toward ecological sustain-
ability and animal welfire.

“Inaugurated Vantara, a unique

tive, which provides
a safe haven for animals while pro-

moting ecological sustainability and
wildlife welfare. I commend Anant
Ambani and his entire team for this
very compassionate effort.” PM Modi
said in a post on X

During his visit, PM Modi shared
glimpses of the initiative, which pro-
vides a safe haven for injured, aban-
daned, or abused animals, while pro-
moting wildlife welfare and ecological
balance.

Among the various animals at Van-
tara, the Prime Minister highlighted a
case of an elephant that had been a vie-
tim of an acid attack, noting that the
animal was being treated with the ut-
most care.

M Modi also spoke about other ele-
phants; one of which was blinded by
its own Mahout, while another was
struck by a speeding truck. He ques-
tioned the cruelty and negligence
shown toward these animals, calling
for an end to such irresponsibility
and urging kindness toward all crea-
tures

"Al Vantara, 1 saw an elephant
which was the victim of an acid attack.
The clephant was being treated with
utmast care. There were other ele-
phants too, which were blinded and
that too ironically by their Mahout. An-
other elephant was hit by a speeding
truck. Thisunderscores an important
question - how can people be so care-
less and cruel? Let us put an end to
such irresponsibility and focus on
kindness towards animals,” PM Modi
posted on X.

The Prime Minister also drew at-
tention to other distsessing cases, in-
cluding a livness who had been hit by
a vehicle, suffering severe spinal in-
Jjuries. and aleopard cub that had been
abandoned by its family. Both animals
received propercare and rehahilitation
at Vantara, which gave them o new
chance at life.

astrike mte of 86.96 per 100 balls faced,
he leaves the game as the country’s 12th-
highest run-scorer in ODIs, His tally
includes 12 centuries and 35 fifties,
with a career-best knoek of 164 against
New Zealand at the SCG in 2016.

Of the 11 Australian players who
have scored more ODI nuns than Smith,
only David Warner (strike rate 97.26)
and Adam Gilehrist (96.89) have done

s0at a quicker pace.

Smith also captained Australiain 64
ODIs, maintaining a 50% win record.
Underhis leades , Australiasecured
series victories against England and
India in his first year as full-time
captain, won the Chappell-Hadlee
Trophy, and triumphed in a tri-series
featuring South Africa and West Indies
in2016. More recently, he led Australia
toa §-0 series sweep over West Indies
in Pat Cummins' absence during the
2023-24 home season.

A proven performer on the biggest
stages, Smith was a vital part of
Australia’s World Cup-winning squads
in 2015 and 2023, 1n the 2015 final
against New Zealand at the MCG, he
sealed the victory with the winning
runs. Four years later, he played a key
role inthe 2019 World Cup, marking his
return to international cricket alongside
David Warner after a 12-month ban.

His contributions in 10C tournaments
were fittingly highlighted in his final
ODI ‘match, where he top-scored for
Australia with 73 off 96 balls before
being bowled by Mohammed Shami.

While Smith’s only World Cup
century came in the 2015 semi-final
against India at the SCG, he holds the
record for the most World Cup half-
centuries by an Australian batter, with
10--surpassing Michael Clarke and
Adam Gilehrist’s tally of eight.

Defensively, he was also one of
Australia’s most reliable fielders, taking
9o catchesin ODIs at anaverage of 0.53

per innings. Among Australian players
with at least 70 ODI catches, only
Glenn Maxwell (0.61) and Mike Hussey
(0.57) have betterratios. His remarkable
one-handed catches, including a
stunning effort to dismiss BJ Watling in
the same match where he scored his
carcer-high 164, remain etched in
meno;

Smith's retirement marks the
beginning of a transition for Australin's
QDI setup as they prepare for the 2027
World Cup in South Africa, Zimbabwe,
and Nam His long-time teamunate
David Warner has already stepped
away from international cricket, and
several key players from the 2023
Waorld Cup-winning squad were missing
from the Champions Trophy semi-
final, including Cummins (ankle), Josh
Hazlewood (hip), Mitchell Marsh
(back), and Mitchell Starc (personal
reasons). Additionally, Marcus Stoinis
anmounced his ODI retirement last
month.

With veterans like Glenn Maxwell
(36), Alex Carey (33), and Addm Zampa
(32) approaching the later stages of their
carvers, Australia is in the midst of a
rebuilding phase.

National Seledtion Panel chair George
Bailey  acknowledged Smith's
contributions, stating, "We fully
nnderstand and support Steve's decision
to refire from One-Day International
cricket," as quoted from: the official
website of cricket.com.au.

"Steve has sald on many oceasions he

is appmachmg the remainder of his
v At

l)nl:L\J! position whi
and’ one Cricket Australia supports,”
Bailey said.

"His record as a batter across 170
xemplary and o leave the
a two-time World Cup winner
cements his legacy as one of the great
Australian ODI players," the statement
added.

"From an NSP standpoint, Steve
remains fully committed to Testoricket
and isan integral member of and leader
within that team," the statement noted.

Cricket Australia’'s € Todd
Greenberg also congratulated Smith on
his achievements, highlighting his
impact on Australian cricket,

"Congratulations to Steve on an
amazing One-Day International career
curing which he has made a vast
contribution to Australia’s performances
in the 50-over format," he said, as
quoted from the official website of
cricket.conuau.

“Right up until his final ODTinnings
Steve exhibited an incredible ability to
accumulate runs in all conditions and
his astute leadership has been crucial in
the team's angoing success including the
2015 and 2023 1CC World Cup
victories,” he added.

"We're fortunate Steve still has much
to offer in the Test and T20 arenas and
ook forward to witnessing the next
stage of one of cricket's great carcers,”
he nated.

Run-fest in Gurugram as Supreme Spartans,
Dynamic Daredevils, Mightly Mavericks secure wins

DELHLNCR

Gurugram

An Elite Cricket Tournament being
played in Gurugram witnessed a high-
scoring speetacle this weekend, as
Supreme Spartans, Mightly Mavericks
and Dynamic Daredevils registered
thrilling victories in their respective
matches, according to a release from
Servotech Sports Elite Cricket Tourna-
ment.

The Servotech Sports Elite Cricket
Tournameiithas been deliverig ntense
ericketing action with young and sea-
soned players competing at the highest
level.

The opening match of the weekend
saw Dynamic Daredevils elinch a four-
wicket win over Royal Rangers in a
high-scoring chase. Batting first, Roy-
al Rangers posted a formidable 227/4
m 20 overs, but the Daredevils suc-
cessfully chased down the target with
two balls tospare, showeasing their bat-
ting firepawer.

The second match turned into s run-
fest as Supreme Spartans put up a

staggering 2006 runs in 20 overs, pow-
ered by a breathtaking eentury from
G.m Dhingra, who smashed 146 runs

mg ﬂu mammoth total, Victo-
1y Vipes put up a valiant effort, with
openers Keshav (146 off 62 balls) and

Sandeep Mehra (123 off 47 balls) scor-
ing remarkable centuries. However,
their efforts fell just short, handing
Supreme Spartans a hard-fought win,

nthe third match on Sunday, Might-
Iy Mavericks defeated Victory Vipes by
68 runs. Batting first Mightly Mavericks

Shreyas lyer receives 'Fielder of the Match'
medal following win over Australia in CT semis

Dubai
tter Shreyas Iver ed
ielder of the Mateh' medal
from former India head coach and
all-rounder Ravi Shastri following
Menin Blue's win over Australia in
the semifinal of the ICC Champions
Trophy on Tuesday,

The Board of Control for Cricket
in‘India (BCCI) posted a video of the
medal ceremony. Iyer made a crucial
fielding contribution by cutting
short Alex Carey’s threatening knock
at 61 runs with a fine direct hitin the
48th over, preventing Australia from
adding a lot of runs in the death
overs and restricting them toa com-
petitive 264 Tuns In 49.3 overs.

Before presenting the medal, In-
dia's fielding coach T Dilip high-
lighted hm\ the knockout matches
require "presence” and "awareness”.

"It demands a unit that does not
just react, but makes things happen.
The way we cuf the angles, made
second runs difficult, made them
earn every run, thatis pr(mfnfmp-
nald) I'uldmg effort,” added the
e

I‘ollnm ng that, he intraduced the
contenders for the medal, Iyer.
Ravindra Jadeja, Shubman Gill (for
taking Travis Head’s catch) and Vi-
rat Kohli (for plucking catches of
Josh Inglis and Nathan Ellis).

After that Shastri arrived in the
dressing room, to the delight of the
Men in Blue, majority of who have
played under hi

h. Shastri

ic and
ing voice was met with cheers

roa
from the team as he said, "individ-
wal brilliance will take you to a cer-
tain level. It will be a collective

team effort that will take you across
the finishing line, when champions

Shastri finally presented the
medal to Iyer,

Coming to the match, Australia
won the toss and elected to bat
first. After un early wicket of Coop-~
er Connolly, Travis Head (39 in 33
balls, with four boundaries and two
sixes) had a 50-run stand with Steve
Smith. Smith carried on, with half-
stands against Marnus
ne (29 in 36 balls, with
twa fours and a six) and Alex Carey
(61 in 57 balls, with eight fours and
a six).

Carey was there tll the 48th over,
untill a fine direct hit from Shreyas
Iyer ended his knock. Australia was
skittled out for 264 in 49.3 overs.

Shami (3/48) was the top bowler
for India, while Varun Chaleravarthy
(2/49) and Ravindra Jadeja (2/40)

also unleashed a spin web. Axar
Patel and Hardik Pandya took a
wicket each.

During the run chase, India lost
skipper Rohit Sharma (28 in 29
balls, with three fours and a six) and
Shubman Gill (8) early and were re-
duced to 43/2. From thenon, ag1-
run partnership between Virat and
Shrevas Iyer (45 in 62 balls, with
three fours) brought India back into
the game, Virat also had a brief 44-
run stand with Axar Patel (27 in 30
balls, with a four and six) and a47-
run stand with KL Rahul (42* in 34
balls, with two fours and two sixes).

Hardik delivered a briefand fGery
cameo, scoring 28 in 24 balls, with
a four and three sixes, helping India
seal o win. India finished at 267/6 in
48.1 overs.

Nathan Ellis (2/48) and Adam
Zampa (2/60) were the top bowlers
for Australia.

scored 230/6 in the allotted 20 overs
and then folded Victory Vipes for 132 in-
side 19 overs.

With the tournament heating up,
Mighty Mavericks currently lead the
points table with six pnmx followed

are
Supreme Spartans, who hnvc four
‘points each. Travel Unravel and Royal
Rangers have secured two points, while
Elite Eagles, Victory Vipes, and Thun-
der Strikers are yet to registera win.

The Servotech Sports Elite Cricket
Tournament, which commenced on
February 15, is set to run throngh
March. Through Servotech Sports Elite
Cricket Tournament, young and bud-
ding ericketers ave gotting a chance to
play matches with Ranji players. There
are also many experienced players fea-
turing in the tournament.

Notably, Servotech Siliguri Strikers,
made waves in the Bengal Pro T2o
League 202 4 1mrm~ 2 fans m'ﬁh

ng the depth
ut talent nurm.md bythe Drgammtmn

KL Rahul masters
middle order:
adapting, excelling,
delivering for India

Dubai

Since becoming a full-time number 5
in ODIs, KL Rahul has expanded his
range as a middle-order batter. Since
2020, he has averaged 6152in that po-
sition—higher than anyone else witha
minimum of 20 innings, including
Heinrich Klaasen, whose average is
nearly seven points lower. However,
leading up to the Chiampions Trophy,
India wanted to introduce variety in
theirright-hand-heavy lineup and de-
cided to promote Axar Patel to No. 5.
Asa result, Rahul shifted down to No.
6 but has quickly adapted, working ex-
tensively on his power-hitting.

"Yeah, 1 do [enjoy batting at the

top]. 1 mean T won't lie," Rahul told
Star Sports, as quoted from ESPN-
info.
"It's after opening the batting in
Australiain Test matches and having
to face that attack in Australia and you
knov how red-ball [ericket] is much
harder. T opened the batting there and
then to come here and bat low seems
a bit different, but this is how I've
plaved white-ball cricket in the last
four-five years," he added.

"So, I'm quite used to going up
and down the order so I'm just hap-
py getting a chance to play in the mid-
dle and whatever role is given, I think
it's really helped me understand my
game a lot more and Fve had to work
on houndary hitting alot more in the
lastyear or 50 because the list ODIwe
playedinSri Lanka I batted at No.6,
50 1 knew that's where Il be batting
and [we] needed a left-hander in the
top order,” he noted.
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You'll only realize how much MS
“ Dhoni is missed when he goes:

Former England captain Morgan

India's star table tennis player Achanta Sharath
Kamal set to retire after WTT Contender Chennai

Chennai (Tamil Nadu)

ndia’s most decorated table tennis

player Achanta Sharath Kamal

announced his retirement from the

spart, declaringthat the WIT Star
Contender Chennai 2025, which is
slated to take place from March 25, will
be his last as a professional player.

In an emotional message, the Khel
Ratna recipient said the hometown
hero had begun his career in Chennai
and would end it here, with the
prestigious Star Contender serving as his
SWANSong.

Competing amongst a rester of global
stars, the WI'T Star Contender Chennai,
co-organised by Stupa and Ultimate
“Table Tennis (UTT), will serve as a
fitting farewell for Sharath. who has
redefined India's stature within the
sport and ingpired countless dthers.

The Padima Shri and Arjuna Awardee
will beone of four players in the men's
singles leading India's charge. Sharath
will also partner with Snehit Suravajjula
in the men’s doubles, starting in the
qualifying round.

“For over two decades, Ehavelived my
dream representing my country, feeling
the weight of the flag on my chest and
giving my all on the table. It all started
in Chennal in a small hall, with nothing
but a racquet and a dream. T never
imagined this journey would take me to
places 1 had only dreamt of. This s 1t,

this is the last time ITl be stepping onto
the court as a competitor: WTT Star
Contender Chennai 2025 will be my
final tournament as a professional
player,” Sharath said in aviden message
during a special press conference
inaugurating the WTT Star Contender
Chennai 2025 on Wednesday.
Sharath's journey has been detorated
with 13 Commonwealth Games medals,
among them seven golds, and bronze
medals at the Asian Games and Asian

Indian contingent set for
World Wmter Games

New Delhi

Special Olympics Bharat, on Wednes-
day, organised a grand send-off cere-
many for the 49-member contingent
(comprising 30 athletes and 19 support
staff members) ready to represent In-
dia at the Special Olvmpies World
‘Winter Games 2025 in Turin, aly ot
the Major Dhyan Chand National Sta-
dium, Nea Delhi.

The ceremony was graced by the
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports,
and Minister of Labour and Employ-
ment, Mansukh Mandaviya, President
of Special Olympics Bharat, Dr Malli-
ka Nadda and Executive Diréctor of
Special Olympics Bharat, Dr V.K. Ma-
hendru.

The Special Olympics Winter World
Games, scheduled to take place in Italy
from March 8 to March 15 will see 30
players from Team India, participating
across 6 sports disciplines - Alpine
Skiing, Cross Country Skiing, Floorball,
Short-track Speed Skating, Snow-
boarding and Snowshoeing. Special
Olympics World Winter Games will
bring together 1500 athlétes from 102
countries, who will compete in 8 sports

AFC Challenge League:
East Bengal FC

take on FC Arkadag

in QF first leg

Kolkata
East Bengal FC are gearing up to take
on FC Arkadag of Turlmenistan in the
first leg of the AFC Challenge League
quarter-final at the Vivekananda Yuba
Bharati Krirangan in Kolkata on
Wednesday, as per the official website
of ISL The Red and Gold Brigade
topped Group A with two wins and a
drawwhen they travelled to Bhutan for
the group-stage fixtures in October-

- Theirstrong

in the tournament reignited hope af-
tera shaky start to their Indian Super
League (ISL) campaign, helping them
reshape their seagon.

Currently, East Bengal FC are ona
four-match unbeaten run, securing
three wins and a draw. However, their
latest result—a 1-1 draw against Ben-
galuru FCin Kolkata on Sunday—end

‘ﬂ!L present dignitaries offered the
Indian athletes their best wishes, and
motivated them with their words as
they get ready to make the nation
proud with theirsuceess on the global
stage. Athletes were also honoured
with garlands and were gifted tradi-
tional Himachali Woolen Camps as a
symbol of good luck at the end of the
ceremony. Mandaviya said, "Our in-
credible Indian athletes participating in
the Spedal Olympics World Games em-
body the spirit uf (]emnmn:mm\ Te
silience, and !

Your
and passion inspire the nation, proving
that true strength liesin the courage to
push boundaries, The entire nation is
extremely excited towitnessyou allin
action. Fly the tricolour high. with your
SULLESS, the entire country is backing
you.”

"Our athletes are an inspiration to the
nation, showcasing the power of de-
termination and sportsmanship. We
haye seen your entire journey and how
youovercame every struggle and chal-
lenge that was thrown your way to reach
this pedestal,

Championships. No Indian table tennis
player has graced the Olympics more
times than Sharath (5), eulminating in
the honour of being India's male flag-
bearer at Paris 2024.

A 10-time national champion, he was
the first Indian to win an ITTF P
title, barriers:

will now look to do the same on home
soil at the WTT Star Contender Chennai.

"Ieouldn't have done this all alone; to
my coaches, my family, and most

importantly, to you, the fans who
believed in me even when I doubted
myself. Thank you for every cheer,
every chant, and every message of your
support. You have made this journey
unforgettable. This is not the end: the
game has always been a part of me, and
I will always be a part of the game."”
Sharath added.

Sharath's fimal career act unfolds in
Chennai, completing his journey. His
legacy persists through Tamil Nadu's
grassroots programs and growing sports
infrastructure, as noted by Dr Atulyva
ML\F‘ 1AS, who praised the stite’s

heritage and th
of WTT Star Contender Chennai,
attracting top plavers from nearly 20
eountries,

*Tamil Nadu is doing very well in table
tennis; there are 3000 competitive
table tenmis players in the state, one of
the largest numbers anywhere in the
country, At the WTT Star Contender,
we'll have some of the hest players
from all aver the world. The best
players from India will be here, [t will
be a huge spectacle,” he said. "Our
honourable Chief Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister are interested in
building a very strong sports
infrastructure here. We are also
planning to put up a Centre of
Excellence for table tennis with the
helpof Sharath,” he said.

Sharath is a two-time singles
champion at the Commonwealth
Games, The seasoned paddler is a
two-time Asian Games medallist,
securing bronze in the men's teamand
mixed doubles eventsat Jakarta 2018.

The 42-year-old, who was a flag
‘bearer for the Indian contingent at the
Paris 2024 Olympics, also clinched
four bronze medals at the Asian
Championships during his illustrious
career.

Sharath, who won his first national
title in 2003, became India's first table
tennis player to win an I'TTF ProTour
title. Fle bagged the Egypt Open 2010
by defeating Hong Kong China's Li
Ching in the final.

His second ITTF Pro Tour title came
at the Oman Open 2020, where he
custed top seed Marcos Freitas of
Portugal in the final.

Sharath is the son of legendary
coach Srinivas Rao, His first major
international win came in 2004, after
he won the men's singles event at the
Commonwealth  Table Tennis
Championships in Malaysia.

He is also the first Indian to win a
singles  gold medal at  the
Commonwedlth Games. He stood at the
top of the podium in the men's division
at Melbourne 2006. He went on to
reclaim the crown again at Birmingham
2022

Yuva All Stars Championship, 2025
welcomes six invitational youth teams

Haridwar (Uttarakhand)

Yuva Mumba, Yuva Paltan, Yuva Yod-
dhas, Warriorz K.C, Jaipur Pink Cubs
and Junior Steelers are the six teams
who will join the teams from the Yuva
Kabaddi Serics (YKS) division rounds
far the upcoming Yuva All Stars Cham-
pionship 2025, a first of its kind tour-
nament in the kabaddi ecosvstem,
which will begin on March 6, 2025 here
at Vandna Kataria Indoor Stadium, in
Haridwar, as per release a release Yuva
All Stars Championship.

The tournament format will feature
12 teams divided inta Pool A and Pool
B. The pool distribution is based on
rankings from the division rounds of the
1th edition of the Yuva Kabaddi Seties
(YKS).

In December 2024 and January
2025, the 1th edition of the Yuva
Kabaddi Series (YKS) was played, and
six teams qualified for the upcoming
Yuva All Stars Championship 2025,

The six professional teams include
Yuva Mumbai (Unilazer Ventures Pvt.
Ll ), Yuva Paltan (Insurekot s Pyt
Lid), Yova Yoddhas (GMR League
Games Pyt Ltd.) Warriorz KC, Jaipur

WITNESS THE

Pink Cubs (Jaipur Pink Panthers Pyt.
Ltd.) and Junior Steelers (JSW Sports
Pyt Lad)

Speaking about the six new teams,
Vikas Gautam, CEO ofthe Yuva Kabad-
di Series, said, "With the introduction
ofelite franchise-backed teams, we are
elevating the competition and provid-
ing a platform where future stars can
shine. This towmament is about nur-
turing talent, pushing boundaries, and
taking the sport to new heights. Weare
excited to witness the passion and grit
of I.hm athletes as they battle for glo-
ry," as quoted from a mleastr from
Yuva All Stars Champi

The Yuva All Stars Championship
2025 dlso has o massive prize pool of
Rs1,32,50,000, making it one of the
most rewarding hattlegrounds for
emerging talent. The champions will
take home Rs15,00,000, while the run-
ners-up will receive Rs5.00,000.

Sania Mirza roped in
as tournament
partner for Pickleball
Open 2025

Vew Delhi

Indian tennis icon Sania Mirzn has
been roped in by Global Sports as a
partner for the Pickleball Open 2025
tournament in Dubai, with the tour-
nament set to take place from May 8-
1.

The tournament has a massive prize
pool of 50,000 USD¥and will be taking
place in collaboration with Pickle Turf
Pickieball Cluls Dubai and the Dubai
Sports Council, according 10 press re-
lease from Global Sports .

Adding star power to the event, ten-
nis ieon and six-time Grand Slam
champion Sania, along with enfre-
preneur Anam Mirza, has been brought
on board as a partner for this edition
of the tournament, marking a slgmﬁ-
cant for the sport’s gr
popularity in the region.

With a legacy of breaking barriers
and inspiring generations, Sania
Mirza's partnership isa game-chang-
et for pickleball, Her wealth of expe-
rience and passion for nurturing talent
will play a pivotal role in broadening
the sport's reach, especially among
young athletes. Speaking on the part-
nership, Sania Mirza said in a press
note, “Pickleball is one of the fastest-
growing sports globally, and 1 am
thrilled to be part of this movement
with Global Sparts. The sport not only
promotes inclusivity and fitness but
also creates astrong sense of commu=
nity, which I believe is essential forthe.
futire of sports."

Global Sports has been at the fore-
front of the pickleball movement, hav-
ing suocessfully execauted India's biggest
pickleball tournaments, the Indian
Open League 2025 and Global Sports
Pro and Challenger League - Asia's
largest pickleball tournament in Mum-
bai.

Hemal Jain, Founder of Global
Sports, expressed his excitermnent, say-
ing, "Our vision &t Global Sports is to
create global pickleball movement by

The sures finan-
cnl incentives for every match, with
winning teams earning Rs65,000 per
match and losing teams receiving
Rs30,000 per mateh, accumulating to
a total of Rs1,05,45,000 across 111
matches,

In addition to the team rewards,
standout players will be recognized
through match awards across 112
matches, including Star Raider of the
Match, Star Defender of the Mateh, and
Yova Star Player of the Match, each re-
ceiving Rs1,500, totalling Rs5,04.000.

The tournament also features spevial
accolades, with the Star Raider, Star De-
fender, and Yuva Star Player of the
Tournament each being awarded

Four matches will be held d:dl\- and
the Championshipwill conclude with a
grand finale on April 4, 2025,

Gujarat: MoS Raksha Khadse graces
Australia-India Sports Excellence forum

Gandhinagar (Gujarat)
Union Minister of State for Youth Af-
fairs and Sports, Raksha Khadse, in-
avgurated the Australia-India Sports
Excellence Forum at GIFT City, Gand-
hinagar, Gujarat, on Wednesday.

The two-day forum is a first-of-its-
kind initiative aimed at strengthening
sports cooperation between the two na-
tions.

Australian High Commissionerto In-
dia, Philip Green, Gujarat Minister
Harsh Sanghavi, and other dignitaries
were also present at the event, a press
release from the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports stated.

Australian elite sports decision-mak-
ers, Indian and Australtian sporting in-
stitutions, higher education providers,
and industry stakeholders were pres-
entin the morning session. The forum's

ed their push for an ISL playoff spot.
Now, eager to turn disappointment
into determination, the team will shift
its focus to making a deep run in con-
tinental competition.

‘With arich history of success on the
Asianstage, East Bengal FCwilllook to
build on theirlegacy and take a erucial
step toward the semi-finals. The last
time the Red and Gold Brigade plaved
inacontinental competition, they made
it to the AFC Cup semi-finals in 2013
‘While their group-siage performances-
-especially a commanding win over
Bashundhara Kings and a decisive
victory against Nejmeh SC—were im-
pressive, the real test begins now.

main aim isto explore appor
collaboration in Olympic and Para-
Iympicbids, talent development, sports
seience, and event management.
MoS Raksha Khadse emphasized
the growing partnership between India
and Australia in sports bevond erick-
et and hockey, highlighting talent de-
i .

private sector
sports science, and trade in sporting in-
dustries as key areas of cooperation.

“A passion for sports is 2 common
thread that connects India and Aus-
tralia. Through this histore forum,
we are expanding this partnership be-
yond ericket and hockey into dlite ath-

Tevel et i

Indin's ambition to host the 2036
Olympics reflects our nation's gmwing
strength and commitment to sports,”
she said.

"With initiatives like Khelo India,
TOPS, Fit India and ASMITA, we are
working to build a robust sporting
ecosvstem under the visionary leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
i." added the Minister.

The forum is designed to leverage
Australian expertise in sports devel-
opmentand introduce best practices 1o
India as it works towards its 2036
Olympics and Paralympies hid.

Discussions ave centered around
elite tulent development. major sport-

ing event diversity and

and investment in sporting industries.

inclusion, developmental pathways

from grassroot level to elite level and

sports seience.
Thc lwy objectives mdu([n knu\\l»
on the Olymp | Par-

Rs50,000, up (085150 000,

g world-class tournaments
LhAl blend competition, inclusivity,
and eommunity engagement. With
Sania Mirza joining us, we are confi-
dent that Pickleball Open 2025 in
Dubai will set a new benchmark for the
sport in the region.”

The tournament will take place at
PickleTurf Pickleball Club Dubai, the
city's premier indoor pickleball desti-
nation at Mina Rashid. With state-of-
the-artindoor courts and a mission to
foster community engagement, the
club will play a pivotal role in creating
an unforgettable sporting experience.

The Pickleball Open 2025 promises
to bring together top talent from across
the glnbi_oﬁcdng plavu\ and fansan
lmmerswc expenenu ihal blends

F six | tourna-
ment. mmnls of Rs10,000 each will add
another Rs60,000 to the pirize pool.

il the mag-
ic of sport. with Sania Mu za at the heart
ofitall.

Sri Lankan N Thangaraja takes
round one lead courtesy his 65
at Ahmedabad Open 2025

hmedabad (Gujarat)
Sn Lanimn N Thangaraja took the
round one lead courtesy his brilliant
seven-under 6§ at the INR 1 crore
Ahmedabad Open 2025 being played at
the Kensville Golf & Country Club near
Ahmedabad, according to a rdease by
Ahmedabad Open.

Italy's Michele Ortolani was second
at four-under 68.

The Delhi duo of Anshul Kabthiyal
and Kapil Kumar and Chandigarh’s
Harendra Gupta were tied third with
seores of two-under 70,

N Thangaraja, who finished third at
last week's PGTI event in Raipur, con-
tinued his good form on Tuesday.
Starting from the 10th tee, Thangara-
jacollected an cagle and two birdies at
the expense of a bogey on the back-nine.

The 43-year-old four-time winneron
Lhc [‘GT[ then had an even better

vhere he scored four birdies.

alymme Games orgamzation, strength-
ening ties between Tndian and Aus-
tralian educational and sporting in-
stitutions, encouraging corporate in-
vestment and trade in sports-related
industries, enhanc¢ing athlete per-
formance through advanced sports
science and technology and building a
roadmap for the future, asstated in the
release,

Highlighting Gujarat as a growing
hub for sports infrastructure, Raksha
Khadse expressed confidence in India’s
vision to become a sporting super-
POWET.

Thanga sank two 30-footers and land-
ed a chip within inches on the front-
nine¢. However, the highlight of his
roundwasthe extraordinary punch shot
from the trees on the seventh that
stopped three feet from the flag,
‘Thanga said, "Tt was a verywindy day
but I handled it well. T hit 13 greens in
regulation and my putting was excel-
lent. The best moment of the day was
the punch shot from the trees on the
seventh where I did not have a full
swing and was just looking to find the
edge of the green. However, that in-
credible shot saw the ball stop merely

three feet from the pin,"as quoted from
Ahmedabad Open.

"I'm carrying the confidence from last
week's performance. Scoring a 65 in
such tough conditions adds to my self-
beliel gomng forward in the toumna-
ment," he added.

Michele Ortolani's short-game held
his round together as he made several
up and downs. Ortolani, fresh from a
runner-up finish on the Asian Devel-
opment Tour (ADT] recently, made five
birdies and a bogey on Tuesday. His
round featured a great bunker shot on
the 14th that landed inches from the
hole andled to a birdie,

Varun Parikh's 73 made him the
highest-placed among the Ahmed-
abad-based players as he oceupied tied
14th place.
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