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MLAs barred
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Al can assist but
cannot replace
human judgment,
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Chandrachud

Adityanath calls
Maha Kumbh
‘truly global
event', credits
PM Modi for its
success
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A Trump administration says
it's cutting 90 of USAID
foreign aid contracts

Yagya of unity', hails UP govt

W The prime

said more d.

than any

could i

took the holy

dip in Sangam, asserting that India is now forging ahead with a new energy and
this points to a turn of era which will write India’s new future.

New Delhi

rime Minister
Narendra ~ Modi
on Thursday lik-

ened the massive Maha
Kumbh  congregation
to the newly awakened
consciousness of a na-
tion breathing freely af-
ter breaking the shack-
les of a mindset steeped
in centuries-old slavery.

“The Maha Kumbh
has concluded. The ‘ma-
hayajna’ of unity has
concluded,” PM Modi
wrote in a blog, a day af-
ter the 45-day religious
exercise concluded, and
said the country has
to now march togeth-
er with a similar spirit
of self-confidence and
unity to fulfil the goal of
‘Viksit Bharat”.

The prime minis-
ter said more devotees
than anyone could im-
agine took the holy dip
in  Sangam, asserting
that India is now forging
ahead with a new energy
and this points to a turn
of era which will write
India’s new future,

1le offered apology to
“Mother Ganga, Mother
Yamuna, Mother Sar-
aswati” as well as the
people, who he said are
aform of God to him, for

any shortcoming in the
services rendered.

PM Modi noted that
making  arrangement
for an event unfolding at
such an enormous scale
was not an easy task.
Pilgrims almost double
the US population par-
ticipated in the Maha
Kumbh, he added.

The  administration
had made its estimate
based on the experience
of previous Kumbhs, he
said, noting that the real
numbers turned out to
be more than imagined.

At least 30 devotees
died on January 29 dur-

) ing a stampede at the

Maha Kumbh, which
drew devotees in huge
numbers from across
the country and abroad.

The Uttar Pradesh
government has said
over 66 crore people
visited the sacred site
in Prayagraj since the
Maha Kumbh began on
January 13.

In his blog, Modi
praised Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath, saying as an MP
from UP, he can proudly
say that the government,
administration and the
people collectively un-

Amit Shah must clarify remarks
on delimitation: Siddaramaiah

Bengauru

arnataka Chief
Kﬁﬁnister Siddara-

naiah on Thurs-
da;

said Union Home
Minister Amit Shah's
claim that southern
states will not be disad-
vantaged in the delim-
itation process is not
“trustworthy" and that
his statement appears
to be aimed at creating
confusion among the
southern states.

The Chief Minister's
remarks came a day af-
ter Shah assured the
southern states that they
would not lose a 'single
Parliamentary seat' due
to delimitation.

"Going by the Home
Minister's vague re-
marks, it seems that
either he lacks proper
information or there is
a deliberate intent to
disadvantage the south-

ern states, including
Karnataka, Kerala, Ta-
mil Nadu, and Andhra
Pradesh," he said in a
statement.
Siddaramaiah  said
that if the central gov-
ernment genuinely wish-
es to ensure fairness for
the southern states, the
Home Minister must
clarify whether delimita-
tion will be based on the
latest population ratio
or the current number of

HIGHLIGHT

m Karnataka Chief Min-
ister says the Union
Home Minister must
clarify whether de-
limitation would be
based on the latest
population ratio or on
the current number of
Lok Sabha seats

Lok Sabha seats.

"It is evident that if
delimitation is carried
out based on the latest
population ratio, it will
be a severe injustice to
the southern states. To
prevent such unfairness,
previous  delimitation
exercises were conduct-
ed using the 1971 census
as the basis, following
constitutional ~ amend-
ments," he stated.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Bus rape: 13 police teams to
nab accused, Rs 1L reward

Mumbai/Pune

olice on Thursday

announced a re-

ward of Rs 1 lakh
for information about
the history-sheeter
who allegedly raped
a 26-year-old woman
inside a bus at Pune's
Swargate bus station
and deployed drones as
part of their manhunt,
officials said.

Amid the frantic po-
lice efforts to make a
breakthrough, Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader San-
jay Raut drew parallels
between the crime and
the 2012 Delhi gang
rape and targeted Pune
guardian minister Ajit
Pawar over law and or-

er.
Maharashtra Deputy

Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde said the govern-
ment would try to en-
sure capital punishment
for the culprit, even as
Shiv Sena MLA Nilesh
Rane pitched for re-
starting the “encounter
squad”.

The accused Dattatray
Ramdas Gade (37), is
named in half a dozen

Vm—

cases of theft, robbery
and chain-snatching in
Pune and Ahilyanagar
district. Ie has been out
on bail since 2019 in one
of the offences.

As Gade, a resident of
Gunat village in Pune,
remained at large for
over two days, officials
said 13 police teams
have been formed to nab

him.

“A reward of Rs 1 lakh
will be given to the per-
son providing informa-
tion about his where-
abouts,” Pune police
commissioner Amitesh
Kumar told PTI.

Another police  offi-
cial said the informa-
tion could be shared
at  020-24442769 or
9881670659, assuring
that the informer’s iden-
tity would be kept secret.

Pune City and Pune
Rural Police  also
launched a search op-
eration in Gunat village,
including in sugarcane
fields, with drones and
dog squads, officials
said. More than 100
cops reached the villge,
they said. Agency

der Adityanath’s lead-
ership made this “Maha
Kumbh of unity” sue-
cessful.

e said, “If scholars of
spirituality analyse the
enthusiastic  participa-
tion of crores of Indians,
they will find that India,
proud of its heritage, is
now surging ahead with
a new-found energy. I
believe this is the dawn
of a new era, which will
seript the future of a new
India.

“Lveryone, be it sani-
tation staff, police per-
sonnel, boatmen, driv-
ers and cooks, made it
a suecess by working
relentlessly with a sense
of devotion and service,”
he said, praising the res-
idents of Prayagraj as
well.

He asserted that what
has never happened in
the past few decades
happened this time.

“It has laid the foun-
dation for many coming
centuries,” he added.

Modi said the hold-
ing of Maha Kumbh has
become a study subject
for management profes-
sionals, and planning and
policy experts as there is
no other example of such
CONTD ON PAGE-2
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Ayushmann Khurrana, Bhumi
Pednekar celebrate a decade

of 'Dum Laga Ke Haisha'

Indian student  Hjndj s the mask,
Sanskrit the hidden
face, Stalin tells DMK

critical after
accident in US,
MEA pushes
for urgent visa

New Delhi

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs has taken up
with the United States
a request for an urgent
visa by the family of an
Indian student who is
battling for life following,
a road accident in Cali-
fornia, sources said.

Neelam Shinde from
Maharashtra's ~ Satara
was critically injured in
the accident on Febru-
ary 14 and has been in a
coma at a hospital since
then.

Shinde reportedly
suffered severe injuries
to her head, hand and
chest.

Her family has sought
an urgent visa to travel
to the US to be by her
side.

The MEA has taken up
the matter with the US.
The US side is looking
into the formalities for
early grant of visa for
the applicant's family,
the sources cited above
said. Agency

I

Chennai
pping the ante
against  alleged
Hindi imposition
by the Centre, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin on Thursday
once again said the state
will not allow the "impo-
sition" of the language
and vowed to protect
Tamil and its culture.

"Will oppose 1lindi
imposition. Hindi is the
mask, Sanskrit is the
hidden face," he said in
aletter to partymen.
The ruling DMK has
been alleging Hindi im-
position by the Centre
through the 3-language
formula as part of the
National Education Pol-
icy (NEP), a charged de-
nied by the Union gov-
ernment.

In the letter, Stalin
claimed many north In-
dian languages spoken
in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh
such as Mythili, Brajb-
hasha,  Bundelkhandi

ul

and Awadhi "have been
destroyed by the hegem-
onic Hindi."

"More than 25 north
Indian native languages
have been destroyed by
the invasion of hegem-
onic Hindi-Sanskrit lan-
guages. The century-old
Dravidian  movement
safeguarded Tamil and
its culture because of the
awareness it created and
the various agitations,"
the ruling DMK chief
said.

Tamil Nadu is oppos-
ing NEP because the
Centre is trying to im-
pose Hindi and Sanskrit
through the education
policy, he added.

Countering the BJP's
contention that the third
language according to
the NEP could be even
a foreign one, Stalin
claimed that according
to the 3-language policy
schedule, “only Sanskrit
is being promoted in
many states."

Agency
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Modi calls Maha
Kumbh 'Maha
Yagya of unity’,
hails UP govt

CONTFROM PAGE-1

a gigantic event in the
world.

“When the conscious-
ness of a nation awakens,
when it breaks all the
shackles of hundreds
of years of slavery to
breathe with a new con-
sciousness, then such
a sight presents itself
that we witnessed in the
Maha Kumbh of unity in
PravagraJ after January
13,” he said.

Modi said the tradi-
tion of Maha Kumbh has
been reinvigorating In-
dia’s national conscious-
ness for thousands of
years, suggesting new
ways to the country and
society.

“This time the Maha
Kumbh of this kind
came after 144 years and
has given the message of
a new chapter in India’s
development  journey.
The message is of ‘Viksit
Bharat',” he said.

People from every re-
gion, including abroad,
caste and ideology were
one in the Maha Kumbh,
he said, calling upon
people to come togeth-
er in a similar way for
building a *Viksit Bharat’.

The faith of 140 crore
countrymen had con-
nected to this festival to-
gether at one time, Modi
said, adding that the
number of devotees has
definitely made a record
as people almost double
the US population in
numbers took the holy

p.

The prime minister
said it was a very pleas-
ant experience for him
to see young devotees at-
tending the holy congre-
gation in large numbers.

Amit Shah must
clarify remarks
on delimitation:
Siddaramaiah

CONTFROM PAGE-1

According to him, over
the past 50 years, south-
ern states have effective-
ly controlled population
growth while progress-
ing significantly in terms
of development.

Meanwhile, north-
ern states such as Ut-
tar Pradesh, Bihar, and
Madhya Pradesh have
failed to regulate popu-
lation growth and con-
tinue to lag in develop-
ment.

"As a result, if delim-
itation is based on the
latest census, southern
states, including Kar-
nataka, may see a re-
duction or stagnation in
their number of Lok Sab-
ha seats, while northern
states will gain more
seats. In either scenar-
io, the southern states
will bear the loss. Is the
Ilome Minister unaware
of this?" he asked.

Citing several studies
conducted on the impact
of delimitation, the CM
said that according to
these studies, if delimi-
tation is based solely on
the latest census (2021
or 2031), the number of
Lok Sabha seats in Kar-
nataka is likely to de-
crease from 28 to 26.

Similarly, Andhra
Pradesh's seats would
drop from 42 to 34, Ker-
ala's from 20 to 12, and
Tamil Nadu's from 39 to

31
“The number of Lok
Sabha seats in Uttar
Pradesh would increase
from 80 to 91, Bihar's
from 40 to 50, and
I from
29 o 33. not in-
Jjustice, what lq? Slddar»
amaiah wondered.

Advt Contact:
9816-199041
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Rs 400 crore fisheries ‘scam’: SC quashes
case against ex-Gujarat minister

_____New Delhi:

T Vhe Supreme
Court on Thurs-
day quashed the

criminal  proceedings
initiated against former
Gujarat minister Dileep
Sanghani in an alleged
Rs 4o0-crore fisheries
scam in 2008.

A bench of Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and
K Vinod Chandran un-
derlined the absence of
the ingredients of the
alleged offences under
the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act.

“We accept the con-
tention raised by the
appellant that there is
not even an iota of ma-
terial available from the
investigation  report,
the pre-charge state-
ments recorded from
the complainant or the
police officers or even
the statements of per-
sons questioned by the
investigation team, as
available in the report,
to attract the ingredi-
ents of the provisions
under the Prevention
of Corruption Act,” the
bench said.

The verdict went on
to add, “The discharge
application of the ap-

pellant ought to have
been allowed by the
special court especial-
ly since there is not
even an allegation of
demand and accept-
ance of bribe, by the
second  accused/ap-
pellant.” Senior advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi,
appearing for the for-
mer minister, denied

SC refuses to interfere in
MP HC order on Union
Carbide plant waste disposal

New Delhi:

The Supreme Court on
Thursday clarified that
it will not intervene in
the matter concerning
the disposal of waste at
the Union Carbide Plant
as the Madhya Pradesh
High Court is already
monitoring it.

A bench of Justic-
es BR Gavai and Au-
gustine George Masih
noted that the MP
High Court has taken
a serious view of the
lethargic manner in
which the state gov-
ernment has been
hand]mg waste dispos-

The igh Court is
monitoring the mat-
ter. In that view, we
do not find any reason
to interfere in the said
impugned order,” the
Court said in its order.

The top court fur-
ther clarified that any
grievances in the mat-
ter can very well be
raised before the MP
High Court.

Earlier, in Decem-
ber last year, the MP
High Court ordered
swift disposal of the

toxic waste from the
TUnion Carbide facto-
ry in Bhopal by shift-
ing it to Pithampur in
the state’s Dhar dis-
triet,

Today, the Su-
preme Court also ob-
served that the High
Court had formed a
Task Force Commit-
tee consisting of ex-
pert  organizations
such as the National
Environmental Engi-
neering Research In-
stitute (NEERI), the
National Geophysical
Research Institute
(NGRI), and the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board (CPCB).

Today, considering
that expert bodies of
high repute are deal-
ing with the issue, the
Court refused to inter-
fere in the matter.

Additional Advocate
General Nachiketa
Joshi and Advocate
Sarad Kumar Sing-
hania appeared for
the State of MP.

Advocate Sarvan
Rita’s Khare repre-
sented the petitioner,
Chinmay Mishra.

any such allegation of
demand or acceptance
of the bribe against hi
client in lieu of issuing
grants, made either
in the investigation
report or in the state-
ments of the persons
interrogated by the in-
vestigating team.

The top court’s ver-
dict came on an appeal

filed Sanghani against
an order of the Gujarat
High Court on July 26,
2024.

The High Court up-
held the March 12 2021
order of a special an-
ti-corruption  bureau
(ACB) court rejecting
their discharge appli-
cations in the case.

The alleged scam

A bench of lustices
Sudhanshu Dhulia
and K Vinod Chandran

underlined the
absence  of  the
ingredients of the
alleged offences

under the Prevention
of Corruption Act.

dates back to 2008,

when Parshottam
Solanki was the minis-
ter of state for fisheries
and Sanghani was the
state cabinet minister
for agriculture in Gu-
jarat,

Tt was alleged that in
order to obtain illegal
gratification,  fishing
contracts in the reser-
voirs of the state were
allotted  without fol-
lowing the policy of the
government, mandat-
ing tender proceedings.

A Palanpur-based
businessman, Ishaq
Maradia, moved the
high court alleging that
Solanki flouted rules by
allotting fishing con-
tracts without follow-
ing the tendering pro-

previously
claimed that Sanghani

granted the contracts
of fisheries as he was
then designated as the
cabinet minister.

Maradia moved HC
after the state gov-
ernment did not grant
sanctions to prosecute
Solanki.

However, then Guja-
rat Governor Dr Kam-
Ta Beniwal on July 30,
2012, overruled the
state cabinet and sanc-
tioned the prosecution
of Solanki under the
Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act.

Maradia then filed
an application in the
ACB court demanding
action against Solan-
ki and Sanghani under
the PC Act.

After the case was
registered against
Solanki and Sanghani,
the ACB court in Gan-
dhinagar had asked
the anti-graft agency in
May 2013 to probe the
allegations and submit
a report.

The ACB submitted
its report before the
court in 2015, indicat-
ing irregularities in
awarding the contracts
of fisheries, according
to court papers.

“Rhythm of Marble” A
Solo Show by Amit Singh

New Delhi:
“Your work is carved
out of agony as a statue
is carved out of marble”
a famous quote said by
Louise Bogan

‘Rhythm of Marble’
A grand solo exhibition
of marble sculptures by
Sculptor Amit Singh is
scheduled from Sun-
day, February 23rd to
March 05, 2025 from 11
am to 8 pm at the Sculp-
ture Court. Triveni Kala
Sangam, Tansen Marg
Mandi House New Del-
hi. Due to the pandemic
the artist will be show-
casing his work after 5
years of a gap.

The formal inaugura-
tion happened on Mon-
day 24th Feb. 2025 by
Chief Guest Dr Sanjeev
Kishor Goutam Direc-
tor National Gallery of
Modern Art, Sunit Tan-
don Director India Hab-
itat Centre, Nupur Kun-
du Senior Artist, Sadhna
Shrivastay ~ Renowned
TV anchor and Rajeev
Shrivastav eminent me-
dia personality.

It is known fact to all
that famous young &
talented Sculptor Amit
Singh, from Udaipur, is
an established name in
the field of Marble Stone
Art. In a very short span
of time Amit has proved
himself an artiste of
combined art work on
stone from ancient Indi-
an tradition to modern
Indian style.

The range of art work
of Amit Singh moves

“Nanaji’s behaviour, hard work, values will
remain ideal principles for politicians”: Shah

Chitrakoo

Union Home Minister

Amit Shah on Thursday
said that Bharat Ratna
‘Rashtra Rishi’ Nanaji
Deshmukh’s  behaviour
and values will remain
ideal principles for pol-
iticians for generations
to come.

Addressing a  pub-
lic rally in Madhya
Pradesh’s Chitrakoot on
the 15th death anniver-
sary program of Bharat
Ratna ‘Rashtra  Rishi’
Nanaji Deshmukh, Shah
said that the Jan Sangh
leader’s life will impact
the lives of many for
generations.

“Nanaji  established
many such principles in
politics through his be-
haviour, his hard work,
and his values, which I
believe will remain ide-
al principles for politi-
cians for generations to
come,” Shah stated.

Praising Nanaji for his
contributions in the so-
cial and political arena,
Shah said, “We are here
to pay homage to Nana-
ji. Some people’s lives

are such that they don't
just have an impact for a
few years but for genera-
tions (yugas). They work
for the transformation of
the yuga. NanaJl was one
of them.”

He also reflected on
Jan Sangh leader’s early
life. “Nanaji was born in
Maharashtra and was a
Swayamsevak. He made
Uttar Pradesh his Kar-
vakshetra. He became
the General Secretary of
the Jan Sangh, became a
leader, and played a sig-
nificant role in spread-

ing the Jan Sangh in Ut-
tar Pradesh.”

Shah said that Nanaji
was one of the rare lead-
ers who was respected
by leaders from other
ideologies and parties.

“It is difficult to stay in
politics with everyone’s

He also shared the
relationship  between
Nanaji Deshmukh and
Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya.

He also said that the
NDA government at the
Centre has provided all
basic amenities to the
60 crore people in the
country.

“In these ten years,
Narendra Modi's gov-
ernment has provided
homes, toilets, drinking
water, cookmg gas, 5 kg
of grains, electricity at
home, and 5 lakh rupees
insurance to 60 crore
poor people,” he said.

He then attacked Con-
gress, alleging that they
framed policies inspired
by Western ideologies.

“When India got inde-

endence, policies were

eing framed. Those

consent (Sarb

ti), but no one dared to
oppose Nanaji... He had
relations with all sectors
like art, culture, and oth-
ers. I think it is difficult
to do all this in one life,”
the Union Ilome Minis-
ter added.

who P India
were astonished because
India's foreign policy,
econontic policy, and ed-
ucation policy were not
based on India’s cultural
roots. All policies were
framed after taking in-
spiration from Western

<V :
from Nature to Spiritual
to various shades of
human thoughts & im-
aginations. All type of
carving done on Mar-
ble stone is the medium
which reflects the vision-
ary concept of the artiste
along with the different
color tone and texture.
Working primarily with
marble, Amit’s carvings
reflect his visionary con-
cepts, enhanced by a nu-
anced play of color tones

and textures. Truly, a
remarkable & wonderful
body of work.

Amit is a Master of
Fine Arts from College
of Art, New Delhi. He
has done many Solo &
Group shows. With Na-
tional and Internation-
al awards to his credit
the Sculptor Amit Sin-
gh’s work on marble
are showcased in many
places in India and
abroad.

Bajaj Brings Warmth to
Maha Kumbh Pilgrims
with 24x7 Seva Kendra

At the Maha Kumbh
Mela 2025, where mil-
lions embarked on a
sacred journey of faith,
Bajaj stood as a pillar
of support with its 24x7
Seva Kendra. From the
auspicious day of Mauni
Amavasya, Bajaj provid-
ed weary pilgrims with
free hot water bags—of-
fering much-needed
warmth and comfort
amidst the relentless
cold. With over 1,00,000
devotees served, this
humble seva reinforced
Bajaj's

of hot water. Built to
endure and perform in
real-world  conditions,
this durable geyser em-
bodies Bajaj’s promise of
reliability.

Bajaj has been a
trusted name in Indian
homes for generations,
crafting appliances that
make everyday life eas-
ier. Whether it’s a relia-
ble water heater, a pow-
erful mixer grinder, or
an efficient fan, Bajaj's
range of durable prod-
ucts is designed to meet
the needﬂ of every Indi-

to
being a dependable com-
panion in every journey.
At the heart of this
initiative was the Ba-
jaj Pentacle Digi Wa-
ter Heater, ensuring an
uninterrupted  supply

Wth Bajaj, you don’t
just buy an appliance—
you invest in a brand
that stands by you, en-
suring comfort, conven-
ience, and performance
every day.

Rajnath releases

1st edition of

MoD’s bi-annual

Hindi magazine

‘Sashakt Bharat’
New Delhi:

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath  Singh released
the first edition of the
Ministry of Defence's
bi-annual Hindi maga-
zine ‘Sashakt Bharat’ at
South Block, New Delhi
on February 27, 2025.

The magazine com-
prises poems on the
valour, patriotism, and
sacrifices of the Armed
Forces personnel as well
as articles on the poli-
cies of the Government
written by the Ministry
personnel, irrespective
of their ranks, showcas-
ing inclusivity and unity
in diversity.

The Defence Minister
appreciated the efforts
of the MoD wing of the
Department of Official
Language towards pro-
moting Hindi.

He stressed the need
to adopt and increase
the use of Hindi, de-
scribing the language as
the thread that binds the
social and cultural fabrie
of India.

The  objective  of
‘Sashakt Bharat’ maga-
zine is to highlight the
creative talent of MoD
employees and encour-
age them to carry out
their day-to-day activi-
ties in Hindi.

1, Amit Kumar SO ShRichhpal
Singh RIO Flat No.302 BLDG-
1. Second Floor, Gahlan Avenue,
Block-B, Pochanpur, Sector-23,
Dwarka, South West Delhi-110077
declare that my name has been
wrongly mentioned  as  Amit
Chauhan inmy san Arush Chauhan’s
school records aged about 13yeirs.
My correct name 15 Amit Kumar for
all purposes.

PUBLIC NOTIGE

Public in large is herchy Informed
that My client Mis Santra Wio
Late sh, Mahabir Rio V - 37 Old
Nangal Delhi Cantt ~110010 and
all their family members and
relatives have severed his relation
with her youngest Son namely Sh
MANISH VERMA because he
is out of control of my client and
misbehaving with my client. Now
my client and family members have
no relations with MANISH VERMA
if any person dealing with him in
any manner shall be doing so at his
own risk and consequences. My
client and her family members shall
not be responsible in any manner
whatsoever for the act and deeds
done by his son namely MANISH
VERMA

Akshay Kumar
Advocate

OI: WZ 1195 Basement
Nangal Raya Pankha Road
New Delhi - 110046

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public at large i mformed
that my client Smt, Prem Devi Wife
of Late Shri Puran Mal aged about
73 years resident of RZ-|
Park, Nujafarh, South West Delhi,
10043, UID No.- 6668~
. do bereby Revoke
that noanzed General Power of
Attorney, SPA. Affidavit. Posscssion
Letter, Receipt and Will all dated
DY08/2021 m respect of Property
consisting of Second Floor & Third
Floor on Built-up Plot bearing No,
10/ (without roof rights), land area
measuring 75 5q_ yds. Out of Khasra
No. 18/8/2, situated in the revenue
estate of Village Najafgath. Delhi
Estate, Delhi. abodi known 45 Vijay
Park, Najafg
(consisting Cme S
Side Gallary 3 feet
Common Parking area on. Ground
Floor & Commen Top Floor i
375 sqyds). theroby appointed
My son namely Shri Jai Prakash
son of Late Shri Puran Mal resident
of RZ10, Viay Park, Najalgarh,
South West Telhi, Delh-1100:43
as my Attomey-in-Fct  This
revocation deed of General Power of
Attorney, SPA. Affidavit, Possession
Letter, Receipt and Will shall be
conclusively for all purpose, from
the date of execution Le. 13th day of
Feberuary 2024 at Delhi as his son
s po mare under the control of my
client, Tf anybody has done, is doing
or will deal with his abovesaid son
and his wie in connection with the
abovsaid revoked doguments, he
has done the same or is doing the
same or will do the same #t hisiheir
wn risk and my client shall not be
respansible for any act of him and
his fimily member and moreover
will not have any sort of hubility for
the same

ES
Adyoeates & Legal Consultants
Mobile: +91 9958325338, E-mail:
adv.mahipal yaday@gmail.com
Chamber No. 325, Dwarka Courts
Complex, New Delhi 110075
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Villagers protest
over poor road
conditions

Noida

The villagers protested on
Thursday against poor

road construction in
Junedpur  village  of
Greater Noida vistsof

the Corruption Free India
Qrganisation also partic-
ipated in this protest.
The PWD is recon-
structing the road from
Kanarsa ta Junedpur. The
state general secretary of
the organisstion, Master
Dinesh Nagar, said that
substandard material is
being used in this con-
struction. The newly built
road has started crum-
bling in a single day. This
road has been construct-
ed after many years.
According to Dinesh
Nagar, the officials and
the contractor have to-
gether committed cor-
ruption. The villagers will
complain to the district
magistrate and the chief
minister in this matter.
Among others Dheeraj
Nagar, Kamal Nagar,
Adesh Pehelwan, Nawab
Singh, Sanjay Nagar,
Pawan BDC, Nitin,
Hrithik Nagar, Sushil and
Matol took part in the
demonstration,

Mahan Singh Bisht
elected deputy
speaker of Delhi
Assembly

New Delhi
Six-time BJP MLA Moha
Singh Bisht was on Thursday
elected as the deputy. qm‘ak
er of Delhi Assembly afte

ler
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta proposed his name.

The motion moved by
Chief Minister Gupta was
secorided by Environment
Minister Manjimder Singh
Sirsa, while Gajender Singh
Yadav backed the second
motion proposed by Anil
Kumar Sharmi.

Veteran BJIP leader Bisht
(67) won the recent assem-
bly polls from Mustafabad,
defeating AAP's Adee] Al-
mad Khan by over 17.000
votes. Before Mustafabad,
Bisht represented the

arawal Nagar seat from
1998 to 2015 He won the
seat again in 2020,

The maiden session of the
cighth Dolhi Assembly is
presently underway after the
BIP's decisive victory in the
February 5 elections, ending
the AAPS over-a-decade-
long rule. The RIP secured
48 ont of 70 seats. while the
AAP was reduced to22. The
Congress drew a blank,

BJP MLA slams
AAP over liquor
policy scam

New Delhi
BJP MLA Ravindra Singh
Negi on Thursday launched
8 scathing attack on the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
over the alleged irregulari-
tiesin the liquor policy, cit-
ing the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG) repart.

Addressing the issue in
thie Delli Assembly, he suid
that the report’s findings
on the alleged Rs 2,000
crore scam would be thor-
oughly discussed.

"The CAG report pre-
sented on the liquor policy
seam will bediscuséed in
tail in the House today...
The scam of atound 2000
crores in the liquor policy
will be discussed today,”
Negi said.Responding to the
suspension of opposition
MILAS, Negi criticized AAP
for its stance, secusing them
of disregarding constitu-
tional principles.

“Your (opposition) are
roaming around with the
picture of Baba Saheb
Ambedkar, but you should
follow the Constitution as
told by him... They (AAP)
feel that they are still in
poweer, but they should re-
memberthat they-are out of
power now, “he said.

| TOP STORY, Deuki, Frooar 28, Fraruagy 2025 |

AAP stages 'dharna, writes letter to Prez after
suspended MLAs barred from Assembly premises

B The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLAs were suspended from the Assembly over disruptions in
the House proceedings during Lieutenant Governor V K Saxena’s address on Tuesday.

New Delhi
fter being denied
entry to the Delhi
Assembly. premis-
=< on Thursday,
Leader of Opposition Atishi
and other AAP MLAs staged
a “dharna” outside and the
LoP also sent a' letter to
President Droupadi Mur-
.

In her letter to the presi-
dent. the former chief min-
ister said the BJP is “cross-
ing all limits of dictator-
ship” after coming to power
in Delhi.

“The BJP government in
Delhi has removed the pic-
tures of Constitution maker
Baba Sahel Ambedkar ji
and Shaheed-e-Azam Bha-

gat Singh ji from various
oFﬁLcs of the Delhi govern-
ment. This isnotonlyan in-
sult to the brave sons of the
country but also an msult to
the Dalit, backwand and de-
prived society,” the Jetter
said.

When the AAP opposed
this move and tried 1o raise
the issue in the Assembly,
Speaker Vijendra Gupta un-
democratically expelled 21
party MLAs from the meet-
ings of the House for three
davs on February 25, it
added.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) MLAs were sus-
pended from the Assembly

over disruptions in the
House proceedings during
Llunu.um( Governor V K
Saxena’s address on Tues-
day. The AAP said it was
protesting the alléged re-
moval of B R Ambedkar's
portrait from the chiel min-
ister’s office.

The AAP leaders staged
the “dharna™ ontside the
gate of the Assembly prem-
ises on Thursday.

With “dafli” beats in the
background, they hield plac-
ards with photes of Ambed-
kar and raised slogans
against the ruling party,
such as “BIP sun le, Jui
Bhim, Jai Bhim” and “BJP
ki tanashahi nahi chalegi

Two notorious snatchers
involved in bank fraud cases
arrested in Shahdara District

Ravi Balmiya
New Delhi
Delhi Police have arrested
two notorious snatchers
involved in baok fraud
cases in Shahdara Dis-
trict.

A special police teamn
wis formed 1o address a
rise in spatching inci-
dents, led by ST Bhumesh-
war Yadavand supported
by other officers.

On February 21,2025, a
Iady Army officer was
snatched while inside a
hank in Dilshad Garden,
prompting the police to
investigate. They exam-
ined CCTV footage, which
showed the -mspul
riving

vided valuable informa-
tion, leading the police to
track the suspects hack
to Gokalpuri Metro Sta:

'
(the BIP's dictatorship will
not work)".
AAP MLA Kuldeep Ku-
mar told PTI, "We raised
slogans of Jai Bhim (in the
Assembly) ind for that, were
suspended for three days.
Today, we were not allowed
to enter the House. This is
wrong. How can they
the voice of the opposition?
How can they bar theentire
opposition from participat-
ing (in the House proceed-
ings)?" Another AAP MLA,
&n.n]re\ Jha, said, “The
speaker’s order s strange.
We were the ones who sup-
ported hisappointment and
now, he has expelled us.
Wearetrving to reach out to

the spenker, but he is notan-
swering our calls, This BIP
government hates Dr B R
Ambedkar’s ideology.” In
her letter to the president,
Atishi said. “Today, on Feb-
ruary 27, when the MLAs of
Aam Aadmi Party were go-
ing to Delhi Assembly, we
were stopped outside the
premises of the Assembly by

vy barricading by Delhi
Police. Preventing elected
representatives from reach-
ing the Vidhan Sabha is the
murder of democracy.” “We
hope that you will take im-
medidte cognisance of this
very serious matter and
please fixa time for the AAP
MLAs lo meet you on Feb-

ary 28, the letter added.
Defending the suspended
legislators, Okhla MLA
Amanatullah Khan, the only
one left i the House from
the AAP, said. "It is un-
precedented that MLAs
have been stopped at the
wates of the Delhi Assembly
premises. You were also in

thee opposition in the past
halied

and have been

Tuesday. The suspension of
the MLAs came on a day
when the Delhi government
tabled a Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) re-
port on the liquor policy in
the House, further intensi-
fying the face-off between
the AAP and the BIP.

As soon as the LG began
his addr

BLIC NOTICE

1t hereby notified to the piib-
lic at large that my ciients Sh.
Yusuf Khan $/0 5h. Yasin Khan
and Smt. Jamila W/a Sh. Yusuf
Kiian both R/ RZ-81/350, Gall
No.-12, Jagdarriba Vihar, West
Sagar Pur, Sagarpur, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110046, has
disowned, debarred and disin-
herited their son Javed Khan
5/ Yusuf Khan and his wife
Ruksar W/o Sh. Javed Khan
both Rfo R2-81/350, First
Floor, Gali No.-12, Jagdamba
Vihar, West Sagar Pur,
Sagarpur, South West Delhi,
Delhi- 110046 from.
dlaiming/obtaining any right,
title & beneficial interestin amy
of their moveable & immove-
able proparties in any marinar
& their have severed all their

out, but your people were
never made to leave the
premises. I request that you
call the suspended MiAs
back to the House.” Slam-
ming the ruling Bharativa
Janata Party (BJP), Khan
claimed that it is not fulfill-
ing any of the promises it
had made in its manifesto
for the Assembly polls held
earfier in the month. “Twant
to ask, why has it not im-

plemented the promise of tuted House and issued or- ;::‘:“’"'ff‘ ':“"
pioviding Rs 2500 cachto  ders to marshall them out Adiocats,
women.” he said. Following their suspen- | |ep w0 ae yangy Building,
Farlier, in-a post on X, sion, the AAP MLAs staged nsuaar[é:onns Delhi-54
Atishi said, “AAP MLAs 1d|:nmmtrnt|un within the
led from the holding

the AAP] s {rom the afore
ruising slogans against the | |said persan & hiswife, as they
alleged removal of the par- | | have already given their right-

traits of Ambedkarand Bha-
git Singh from the chief
minister’s office.

Minister Parvesh Verma
moved amotion for the sus-
pension af the opposition
MLAs present in the House,
Gupta suspended the 21
AAP legislators for disrupt-
ing Saxena's maugural ad-
dress to the newly-consti-

ful & lawtul share. Moreaver,
thvay ate doing acts, things &
deeds detrimental to their
famlly honour, public image &
interest. And therefore, any
person deating with him & his
wile will doas at his/her own
risk a5 10 cost and conse-
quences & my diens would
not be responsibe for him &
his wife in any manner what so

were

House for three days for
raising slogans of Jai Bhim'.
And today, they are not even
being allowed to enter the
Vidhan Sabha premises.
This has never happened in
the history of the 3elhl g
islative Assembly.” Twen-
ty-one of the 22 AAP MLAs,
including Atishi, were sus-
pended from the Honge on

up portraits of Ambedkar.
Atighi accused the BIP of
ming, to erase Ambedkar's
lega

'Tlm BJP has shown its
true colours by removing
Bahusaheb Ambedkir's por-
trait. Does it believe Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
can replace Babassheh?™
sheasked.

IAS Madhu Rani Teotia appointed
as Secretary to Chief Minister, Delhi

W Additionally, two IAS officers, Sandeep Kumar Singh and Ravi Jha, both from
the 2011 batch, have been named as Special Secretaries to the Chief Minister.

tion. Abhishek Byahut
Using technical surveil- New Delhi
lance ‘and call data MadhuRaniTeotis, an1AS

records, the police identi-
fied the suspects a5 Mohd,
Pravej Irani and Altaf Ali
Jafferey from Maharash-
fra.

They were arrested on
February 25, 2
T21,500 in stolen cash
was recovered. The sus-
pects admitted they
tricked bank customers
by giving them fake or
torn currency while steal-
ing from them. Both have
prior offenses related to
cheating.

officer from the 2008
biiteh, has been appointed
as Secretary to the Chief
Minister of Delhi, Rekha
Gupta.

Additionally, two IAS of-
ficers, Sandeep Kumar
Singh and Ravi Jha, both
Irom the 2011 batch, have
been named as Special Sec-
retaries to the Chief Minis-
ter.

This appointment is part
of a reshuffle involving five
TAS officers from the AG-
MUT cadre, ordered by the

Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi.

Azimul Haque, from the
2007 batch, kas been ap-

AAP MLAs trying to distract from their corruption
by focusing on portraits of great leaders: Sachdeva

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
Delhi BJP President Mr.
Virendra Sachdeva eriti-
vized the AAP MLAs for
their recent protests out-
side the assenibly, sug-
gesting that the citizens of
Delhi find it amusing.

He noted that those who
once targeted BJP MLAs
are now trying to distract
from their corruption by
focusing on portraits of
great leaders.

Mr. Sachdeva highlight-
ed that those who had ear-

lier expelled BIP MLA Mr.
Om Prakash Sharma are
now upsel over their own

Students clash at Delhi's SAU over
non-veg food on Maha Shivratri

_ New Delhi
A clash allegedly broke oui
between two groups of stu-
dents at the South Asian
University (SAU) here over
non-vegetarian food being
served in the mess an Mah:
Shivratri on Wednes

Thewaring groups
dents” Federation of India
(SFI) and Akhil Bhatativa
Vidvarthi Parishad (ABVP)
— accused each other of in-
stigating violence.

The SAU administration
has yet to iesue any state-
menl on the alleged inci-
dent. However, the Delhi
Police said the situation at
the university was peaceful

and no formal complaint
has been received by it. 1t
also said thar an internal in-
quiry is being ennducted by
the varsity.

Aceording to a senior po-
lice officer, "A PCR call re-
garding a quarrel was re-
ceived from South Asisn
University at around 3.45
pm in Maidangarhi Police
Station.

short suspension from the
assembly. He mentioned
that the assembly and the

Secretarial see many visi-
tors and media, who wit-
nessthe ctful display

pointed as CEO of the Del-
hi Waqf Board, while
Sachin Rana, from the 2014
batch, is now the Addi-

tional Chief Electoral Offi-
cer and also has responsi-
bilities at the Delhi Jal
Board. Teotia previously
held varions roles in health
and urban affairs.

Madhu Rani Teotia (IAS)
served as Additional CEO
Jdoint Secretary in Health &
Family Welfare at the Na-
tional Health Authority in
New Delhi. bhu was Duec—

Affairs from 2022 m 2025,
Prior to that, she was

Deputy Secretary in Hou
ing and Urban Affairs in
New Delhi during 2021~
23

3 people, including a woman
arrested in Noida for
running a honey trap gang

Amar Saini
Noida

of portraits of national
leaders.

He pointed out that the
recent CAG teport on the
liquor seam has alarmed
AAP leaders, particularly
Ms. Atishi Marlena, who is
using the issue of the
‘Ambedkar portrait to divert
attention.. Mr. Sachdeva
claimesd the public knows
Ms. Marlena is Imked to the
liquor scam and sees her
fear of the report.

Noida Palice has arrested
three people, including a
woman, for running a hon-
ey trap gang, The police hive
recovered 4o thousand ru-
pees from the accused.

The gang trapped a man in
Sadpur village, falsely ac-
sing him of Tape and de-
manding 2. 5 lakh rpees.
Fearing for his safety, he paid
4o thousand rupees before re-
portingthe inddent to the po-
Tice.

The three arrested are
(38), Prince (22), and Zehra
(19), with cash recovered from
each of them,

“"The gangeperatedinDel-
hi-NCR. with Zehra posing as
atenant inJandlords' homes
and accusing them of rape.
Badal Delha, already fcing 11
previons charges. used Zehra
to deceive people,” DCP,
Shakti Mohan Awasthi said.
s has heen registered
against all three, and the in~
vestigation is ongoing.

Non-installation of CCTVs by AAP in BJP MLAs'
constituencies to be probed: Parvesh Verma

New Delhi

Delhi PWD minister Parvesh
Verma on Thursday said that
a probe will be conducted
into why CCTV eameras
were not installed in eight
constituencies represented
by BJP MLAs during the
previons AAP government.

Speaking in the Delhi As
sembly, Verma said CCTV
camerns will be installed on
priority in the eight con-
stitnencies. P had eight
seats and the AAP had 62
seats in the last assembly.

Raising the issue in the
House, BJP's Vishwas Nagar
MLA OP Sharma said not

even oiie CC 'I‘meLn was
installed in hi

PUBLIC NOTICE

My dlignts SH. VINAY KUMAR
S5/CLATE SH, GCHANDER SEN
and his wife namely SMT,
REKHA W/0. VINAY KUMAR
R/O M-31, MANGOLPURI,
DELHI-110083, have severed
all their relations and de-
bared their Son namely SH.
ANKUSH KUMAR KHODEY $/Q
VINAY KUMAR and his wife
namely SWATI W/Q SH.
ANKUSH KUMAR KHODEY R/O
M-31, MANGOLPUR), DELHI-
110083 from all thelr mavable
andimmovable properties
due to their misconduct/ mis-
deeds. My clients shall not be
responsible for their any acts
in future.

KUNTAL CHAUHAN
ADVOCATE

DELHI HIGH COURT

Ch. No.1118, LAWYERS
CHAMBER BLOCK, ROHINI
(COURTS, DELHI-110085

E-Tender Noden Mo W LLH 19 2024
26, dnted 71.02.2025. Edendor (cpen
tencit) e Invited enfing by ihe
Or. GMER)est, CAW Workshon,
Eastorn Raiway, Liluah, Howrah:
711204 Fom tonderars hauing tachnicat
capubillies 12 e Sakmang woHk: Nama
ol the work : LLHW - Provisiotiij ot
High Mast Towe: for improvenent in
imlration 2t i yased Approx cost
of work: s 20,24,708.28, Eamont
Maney: . 40,600/ Tender closing
date wim dime : 1708202 al 1400
. Wabuite whore compivta datalls
ol tender la avallable - v liepa.
e IMISC-350:2024.25)
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Divisign, Tender Referunce No.
SROEE-TRDZN 251
Approx. Cost (i its : T47,10,07
| Enrpest Monev Bid &Lunn o Ra)
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up 10 1100 Hi. on dutc 20032025
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hr\ nothing d, he
Speaker of the Assembly

duting previous AAP LoV~
emment. He demanded a
Central Vigilance Commis-
sion (CVC) prabe in the mat-
ter,

Some other BJP MLAs
who were in the opposition
in previous assembly also
ﬁused lhc- matter, alleging

Vijender Gupta said that
2,000 CCTV cameras each
were to be installed in all 70
constituencies but the eight
cunstituencies represented
by the BJP were not covered
by the previous government

Thiz AAP government pir-
chased 1.40 lakh cameras to

nthy  be installed in all con-
then AAP government. stituencies, according 1o the
Laxmi Nagat MLA Abhay  speaker. Replving to the

Verma said BIP MLAseven
approached the bigh court
on the matter. Despite a
court onder and recommen-
dation by the chief secre-

MLAS, PWD minister Verma
, “The matterwill inves-
tigated and officers will be
punished if found guilty,”
he said.

RUPEEK CAPITAL PRIVATE LIMITED
4578, Shubhain Corplem, It & Makh, JP Nogir 3d Phase, Baigoluru - 540078
GOLD AUCTION NOTICE
Ths by 1 and e putiic m genecs| are hareky nothed that 1ha oot
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m.mqn an opline portal hetpes/igold samilin fn ca s euictian i rot

ok gue
et o the

wihraspecr anyral

S Authipriag offcer

Enuurme\l!msauaukuw\\nm 5 vl Ithaut Furlse notics:
Listof Loans (LOS 1D}

12008960, 12010475, 12010176, 12010797, 12010708,
12010565, 12009293

Far more information please contact - 1800419 8000
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Delhi HC extends stay on trial
proceedings in National Herald case

__ NewDelhi
he Delhi High
Court on Thursday

extended the stay
on the trial court
proceedings in the National
Herald case involving Con-
gress leaders Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi and others.

Justice Vikas Mahajan
posted the hearing onaplea
by former BJP MP Subra-
manian Swamy on July 28
in the matter.

The parties are expected
to file their written submis-
sions on the plea which
seeks to lead certain evi-
dence in the trial court.

Swamy and senior coun-
sel R S Cheema, represent-
ing the Gandhis, sought time
to file the written submis-
sions,

Swamy said there should
not be any stay on the in-
vestigation in the case but
Cheema, along with advo-
cate Tarannum Cheema, ar-
gued that the case arises

GDA takes action against
an illegal colony in Ataur

ment Authority took action
on February 27, 2025,
against an illegal colony in
Ataur, covering about 510 6
bighas,

This operation, led by
GDA Incharge Enforcement
Zone-1, involved demohish-
ing the boundary wall, road,

electric pole, and site office
linked to the illegal con-
struction by Deepak and
Joginder Chaudhary.

Key offidials, incuding
the Executive Engineer and
local police, were present
during the demolition. Peo-
ple were urged not to buy or
sell plots m this unautho-
rized colony.

from a private complaint
and there was ne probe as
such anyway.

The BJP leader has ac-
cused the Gandhis and oth-
ers of tonspiring to cheat

and misappropriate funds
by paying only Rs 50 lakh,
through which Young Indi-
an Pvt Ltd (Y1) obtained the
right to recover Rs go.25
crore that Assodiate Jour-

nals Ltd, owner of National
Herald, owed to the Con-
gress,

All the accused — the
Gandhis, AICC treasurer
Motilal Vora, AICC general
secretary Oscar Fernandes,
Suman Dubey, Sam Pitroda
and YT — have denied the al-
legations.

Swamy moved the high
court against a trial court ar-
der of February 11, 2021 de-
clining his plea to lead evi-
dence to prosecute the
Gandhis and the other ac-
cused inthe case.

He sought summoning of
certain witnesses, includ-
ing the secretary general
(registry officer) of the
Supreme Court, a deputy
landand development offi-
cer, and a deputy commis-

sioner of Income Tax, aside
from directing them to
prove certuin documents.

Thehigh court on Febri-
22, sp2rissued notice to
the Gandhis, AICC general
secretary Oscar Fernandes
(since deceased), Swman
Dubey, Sam Pitroda and YT
and sought their response
on Swamy’s pleaand stayed
the proceedings in the case
till further orders.

Proceedings against Vora
abated in the twial court fol-
lowing his death whereas
others were summeoned by
the trial court in 2014 for the
alleged offences of nisap-
propriation of property,
criminal breach of trust and
cheating, read with criminal
conspiracy of the Indian Pe-
nal Code.

Bhagva Trishul Yatra 2025: Revival of India’s
Ancient Temples and Awakening of Youth Power

_ NewDelhi

With the objec Teviv-
ing Sanatan culture and con-
necting the younger gener-
ation to India’s rich her-
itage, the International
Mandir Prabandhak
Parishad (IMPC) and Bhag-
vaAppare set to launch the
“Bhiagva Trishul Yatra." This
journey is not just ahout
preserving religious sites
but also about engaging
youthinSanatan traditions,
Indian history, and temple
modernization. The vatra
will commence from Prava-
graj on March 1, 2025, and
will culminate with a grand
Mahasammelan in Delhi on
March 29, 2025. During this
conference, Rajesh
ecutive President,
IMPC, gave the slogan of
Smart City ka Smart
Mandir. This will be the
motto of Bhagwa Trishul
Yatra and will benefit all
the Hindutva Flag Bearers.

“Not just the installation of
Trishulas, but we will also
initiate Facilitation at the
tenaples”

The Bhagva Trishul Yatra
is an innovative initiative
aimed at integrating vouth
with Indian culture, tem-
ple management, and spir-
itual leadership. Through
this initiative, IMPC has
planned to implement dig-
ital advancements in tem-
ples, introduce online dar-
shan services, and encour-

age young minds to con-
tribute to religious tourism
and the preservation of an-
cienl heritage. During this
journey, 120 sacred Trishuls
will be consecrated at se-
lected Shiva temples across
different states. The event
will ineluce a grand Trishul
procession with lange trucks
carrying the sacred sym-
bols, accompanied by a con-
voy of 50 to 100 vehicles.
During this press confer-
ence, Rajesh Yadav , Execu-

Boney Kapoor takes possession of Int'l Film City's
Land; CM Yogi may lay foundation stone in March

B The film city will span 1,000 acres, starting with a first phase that covers 230 acres, and has an estimated cost of Rs
1,510 crore. it will include modern facilities such as a 3D studio, retail mall, VFX sound studio, editing and animation

studios, and a film institute, with hotels and commercial spaces planned for the second phase.

Staff qumer

Animportant step hasbeen
taken for the construction of
the International Film City in
Noida, as film producer
Boney Kapeor and the
Bhutani Group took posses-
sion ofthe land on February
7.

Along with Kapoor, fami-
Iy members, Bhutani Group
officials, and various film
stars were present during
the site visit. Construction is
expected to begin in March,
with a final start date still to
be confirmed

The flm dty will span
1,000 acres, starting with a
first phase that covers 230
acres, and has an estimated
cost of Rs 1,510 crore. It will
include modern facilities
such as a 3D studio, retail
mall, VFX sound studio, ed-
iting and animation studios,

and a film institute, with ho-

tels and commereial spaces
planned for the second
phase. One notable feature
will be the world's largest
"Om," which will cover one
crore square feet and is
claimed to be visible from
space. The project aims to
put Uttar Pradesh in the
spotlight globally, alonig with

BJP fails to table remaining 13 CAG
reports in assembly : Delhi Cong

Staff Reporter

__ NewbDethi
Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav here on
Thursday aceused the BJP
of colluding with the AAP to
prevent the tabling of the re~
maining 13 CAG reports in
the assembly to hide the
truth from the public.

He said that after tabling
the CAG report on the liquor
seam on February 25, which
exposed the Rs 2002 crore
cormption by the AAP gov-
ernment in the implemen-
tation of the liquor policy,
the new BJP gvernment
seems to have chickened
out as it failed to table the

rest of the 13 pending CAG
reports in the assembly to-
day which includes scams
related Delhi Jal Board,
II'C, Mohalla Clinics, con-
struction of class rooms in
government schools, elec-
tricity and other issues.

Yadav said that it was
clear from the BiP govern-
ment’s reluctance to hold a
detailed discussion on the
CAG report on the liquor
scam that BJP was also ben-
eficiary of the liquor cartel's
munificence, which anly ex-
poses BIP’s collusion with
the AAP in not tabling the
remiining 13 CAG reports in
the assembly.

ablishment of the Noi-

da International Airport.
Dr. Arunvir Singh, CEO of
the Yamuna Authority, has
heen working on Chief Min-
ister Yogi Aditvanath's vi-
sion for the International
Film City. The city will be de-
veloped by Boney Kapoor's
Bawview Projects and the
Bhutani Group, who signed

a Memorandum of Under-
standing with the Yamuna
Authority after winning a
tender. The film city is ex-
pected to be ready in three
years, enabling film, serial,
and web series shooting in
Uttar Pradesh, which will
benefit local artists.

The film city will feature
advanced studios, outdoor
sets, and a unigue shooting
village with specialized fa-
cilities. It will also include
VFX studios for post-pro-
duction and cutting-edge
technology for video edit-
ing, as well as a theme-based
amusement park highlight-
ing Indian Sanatan culture,
The 230 acres will be divid-
ed into seven zones, with a
signature tower housing an
observation deck, am-
phitheater, and film muse-
um.

Zone-1 will serve as anad-

ministrative and creative
hub; spanning ten acres, and
include the signature tower
with various amenities like
an eco-vinema center, com-
mervial spaces, and sound
studios. Zone-2 will cover 60
acres near the administra-
tive block, housing produc-
tion houses, studios, and a
film academy.

The site will be well-con-
nected to major express-
ways, facilitating access for
tourists and film produc-

tivee President, IMPC, gave
the slogan of Smart City ka
Smart Mandir. This will be
the motto of Bhagwa Tr-
ishul Yatra and will benefit
all the Hindutva Flag Bear-
ers. ‘Not just the installation
of Trishulas, but we will also
initiate Facilitation at the
temples’

Rajesh Yadav, Executive
President of IMPC, stated,

“Bhagwa Trishul Yatra is
not just a religious journey;
itisan inspiring movement
to reconmect vouth with
their roots and safeguard
India’s spiritual heritage.”

Deep Sihag Sesai, Na-
tional General Secretaty of
IMPC, added,

"Or goal is to revive an-
cient Shiva temples and
transform. them into cen-
ters of divine energy. This
initiative will establish tem-
ples not only as religions
sites but also as cultural and
spiritual powerhouses.*

Delhi court acquits army
officer in rape case

A Delhi court has acquitted
an army officer accused of
alleged ly rapinga woman on
the pretext of marriage and
said such a promise couldn't
be held as “inducement for
sex” over an indefinite peri-
od of time.

Additional sessions Judge
Gajender Singh Nagar con-
ducted the trial against the
otficer, who wis alse booked
for the charge of unnatural
offences and forcing the
woman to undergo ahor-
tion twice.

Inaverdict on January 25,
the court said, It has been
held by the superior courts
that inducement to have a
physical relationship by
promising marriage and the
victim falling prey to in-
ducement may be under-
standable in the context of
the moment, A promise for
marriage cannot be held out
as an inducement for en-
gaging in sex over a pro-
tracted and indefinite peri-
od of time.” The allegations,
the court said, were “bald"
and not proved beyond a
reasonable doubt and the
woman's testimony wasun-
trustworthy, blemished and
not of sterling guality.

“Rather, the undersigned
(udge) is of the considered
opinion that the aceused did
not make physical relations,
if any, with prosecutrix
forcefully against her will
and consent, rather shewas
& willing party to the said
act,” it held.

The order went on, “Ttis
apparent that no offence of
rape is comumitted with her
(the complainant) and she
always wanted to be with the

certain circumstances, their
ationship could not frue-
tify." The court pointed out
several inconsistencies in
the woman's allegations, in-
cluding doubts regarding
the alleged incident of rape
on February 13, 2014, at her
rented accommodation.

An order from the Army
indieated to the court that
the man was sanctioned
leaves between February 14
and 15.

“When the accused's leave
was sanctioned from Feb-
ruary 14, then he must have
taken some time to reach
Delhi. In such circum-
stances, it is not possible
that the accused was in Del-
hion February 13 as claimed
by the prosecatrix,” it said.

The court found it
“strange” that the wornan
did not confide in her fam-
ily her ordeal and instead ac-
companied the man to a hill
station.

“Itis very strange that de-
spite being raped on Febru-
ary 13, the prosecutrix
agread to visit Manali alone
with the accused and staved
with him in the same room
where she was raped by the
accused again and also got
pregnant due to the same,
but she did not inform her
family about the same forth-
with,” the order said.

The allegations of preg-
nancy and abortion were
not proved by any scientific
or medical evidence, it
added.

The statement about the
woman'ssecand pregnancy,
after the accused refused to
marty herin 2015, was also
found to be inconsistent .

Delhi Police wins final match of the 1st
All India Police Cricket T-20 Tournament

_____New Delhi
Delhi Police won the final
mateh of the st All India Po-
liee Cricket T-20 Tourna-
ment 2024-25, beating Uttar
Pradesh Police by 8 wickets.
The match took place at
Arun Jaitley Stadium, where
Delhi Police decided to field
first after winning the toss.
Uttar Pradesh scored 164
runs, setting a target of 165
runs. Delhi Police success-
fully chased the target in just
15. 5 OV losing only 2
wickets, Captain SI Manish
was named Man of the
Match for scoring 82 muns.
The Delhi Pelice bowlers
showed strong performance,

ers. Two i are
planned 1o connect the Film
City to the Yamuna Ex-
pressway, with construction
set to begin soon after a
contractoris seleeted, These
interchanges will cnsure
quick entry and exit, helping
tosupport the project’s goals
of boosting regional devel-
apment and joh opportuni-
ties,

backed by diseiplined bowl-
ing and sharp fielding. Key
contributions from players
like Manish, Sunil Sehwag,
and Arun Kataria were cru-
cial in securing the victory.
The winners' trophy was pre-
sented by Chief Guest Sh.
Tapan Kumar Deka, along
with other senior police offi-
cials, who praised hoth teams
for their dedication and

1* ALL INDIA POLICE
T-20 CRICKET TOURNAMENT
P4 @25

Uttar Pradesh scored
164 runs, setting a tar-
get of 165 runs. Delhi
Police succassfully
chased the target in
‘just 15. 5 overs, losing
only 2 wickets. Captain
S Manish was named
Man of the Match for

scoring 82 runs.
—
sportsmanship,

Delhi HC asks probe agencies to exercise
caution over blanket freezing of bank accounts

New Delhi

The Delhi High Court has
asked probe agencies to ex-
ercise care and caution over
blanket freezing of bank ac-
counts,

The matter before J ustice
Manoj Jain related to one
such action of the dg(nucs

nancial concerns of such ac-
count holders,” it said.

The court’s February 20
order said, "It is, therefore,
high time that the investi-
;,dlmg/l(m enforcement
agencies, in the vontext of
freezing bank accounts, act
with requisite care, caution

on the 1pany’s
account, havinga with draw-
al balance of more than Rs
93 crore, but witnessing an
innocuous entry of RS 200,

“Such blanket measures, if
taken recounse to, without of-
fering any reason, can cer-
tainly play havoewith the fi-

and yes, co aswell.”
Instead of l'n-f.mu, the bank
account, the court said, au-
thorities should explore the
passibility of marking a lien
on the disputed amount to
‘mitigate the undue hardship
caused to account holders
and ensure the disputed

amount was secured,

Taking note of multiple
such cases, the court asked
the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs to address the issue
and come out with an uni-
form policy.

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs was directed to consid-
er consultation with stake-
holders, including respec-
tive states and union terri-
tories, to chalk-out a uni-
form policy, standard oper-
ating procedures and guide-
lines to ensure that such
matters were handled with
due consideration and com-

passion.

“The issue raised in the
present petition has been a
matter of recurning concem
as many such petitions are
flooding the courts,” the
court said.

The case at hand did not
suggest to the court that the
petitioner, represented by
advocate Prectam Singh, was
a suspect or aecused of any
cyber-crime.

“The company may not
even be connected with the
offence under investigation
and might be unintended
beneficiary,” it added.

The tournament aimed to
promote teamwork and fit-

ness amongpolice personnel
and featured top police
teams from around the coun-
try. After several matches,
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
madeittothe final, demon-
strating exceptional cricket

The event successfully
showeased the sporting tal-
entwithin police forces and
strengthened the spint of
friendly competition.
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CHANDIGARH/NCR
Punjab approves New

Excise Policy for FY26

B Punjab Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema, who also holds the Excise and Taxation portfolio, stated that against the
target of Rs 10,145 crore set for the Excise Policy 2024-25, the state government has already collected Rs 10,200 crore.

Haryana
Congress
expels five
leaders for

six years

___ Chandigarh
The Haryana unit of
Congress has expelled
five leaders including
a former MLA for six
years for indulging in
"anti-party activities"
with immediate effect.

The leaders were ex-
pelled after reports
found party leaders in-
dulging in anti-party ac-
tivities recently.

Former MLA Rambir
Singh is also among the
expelled leaders. The
other four leaders are
Vijay Kaushik, Rahul
Chaudhary, Pooja Rani
and Rupesh Malik.

An order issued by
the Haryana Pradesh
Congress  Committee
read, "Consequent upon
the receipt of reports
through various means
of communications per-
taining to party leaders/
workers having found
indulged in anti-party
activities in the recent
past during ongoing
process of MC Elections
(2025), the following
persons are hereby ex-
pelled from the party for
6 years with immediate
effect”.

Earlier on February 20,
the Congress in Haryana
had expelled seven par-
ty leaders from across
the state for indulging
in "anti-party activities”
in the upcoming 2025
municipal  corporation
elections.

The seven leaders
were suspended for six
years in consultation
with the state in-charge
BK Hariprasad.

Village in
Bandipora
hit by snow
avalanche, no
casualities
reported

Bandipora

A snow avalanche oc-
curred in the Khandyal
village of Gurez valley
in Jammu and Kashmir
on Thursday afternoon.
This affected many res-
idential houses in the
region. According to
the officials, one house
was damaged by the av-
alanche, but there was
no immediate report of
injuries or casualties.

The officials further
stated that teams of
revenue officials have
been sent to assess the
damages and have ad-
vised the residents to
remain alert until the
snowfall in the region
continues.

A press release said
the Gurez Valley has
received 4 to 5 feet of
fresh snowfall, while
the Tulail region has
received six inches.

Other than the ava-
lanche in the valley, the
other regions of Jammu
and Kashmir are expe-
riencing constant rains
and snowfalls. There
has been constant rain
in the Udhampur dis-
trict over the past two
days and as per the
India Metereological
Department, the same
situation is expected
to continue until Feb-
ruary 28.

TSN/Chandigarh

e Punjab Cabi-

net has approved

the Excise Policy
for 2025-26, aiming to
generate Rs 11,020 crore
in excise revenue, an in-
crease of Rs 874.05 crore
(8.61 per cent) over the
previous financial year's
target.

Addluond]]y. the gov-
ernment has proposed
setting up excise police
stations across the state.
Meanwhile, the Con-
gress and BJP have criti-
cised the move.

The decision was tak-
en during a Council of
Ministers meeting held
today at the official res-
idence of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann.

Punjab Finance Min-
ister Harpal Singh Chee-
ma, who also holds the
Excise and Taxation
portfolio, stated that
against the target of Rs
10,145 crore set for the
Excise Policy 2024-25,
the state government
has already collected Rs
10,200 crore.

"Excise collection
is witnessing a steady
surge in the state during
the current regime, as
for the first time, the col-
lection has crossed the
Rs 10,000 crore mark. It
is worth mentioning that
the excise revenue in the
last year of the SAD-BJP
alliance was Rs 4,405
crore, while in the last
year of the Congress re-
gime, it was merely Rs
6,254 crore," he said.

Cheema explained
that the new policy en-
sures a balance in the ex-
isting retail trade while
encouraging  broader
participation. The fresh
allotment of L-2/L-14A
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vends for 2025-26 will
be conducted via e-ten-
der, with the group size
set at Rs 40 crore.

To mobilise addition-
al revenue and ensure
adequate availability
of country liquor, the
Punjab Medium Liquor
(PML) quota for 2025-
26 has been increased by
3 per cent to 8.534 crore
proof litres. However,
there will be no increase
in country liquor prices.

"In order to provide
relief to the defence
forces, the licence fee for
their wholesale permits
has been reduced by 50
per cent, from Rs 5 lakh
to Rs 2.5 lakh,” Cheema
said.

To promote tourism,
the possession limit for
farm stay licence hold-
ers has been increased
from 12 quarts of Indi-
an Made Foreign Liquor
(IMFL) to 36 quarts,

along with an increase
in the allowed quantity
of beer, wine, gin, vodka,
brandy, ready-to-drink
(RTD) products, and
other liquor items.

To enhance customer
experience, the policy
mandates that each re-
tail licensee in Munic-
ipal Corporation Areas
must set up a model
shop. Meanwhile, the
fee for standalone beer
shops has been slashed
from Rs 2 lakh to Rs
25,000 per shop.

The state has also
permitted the establish-
ment of new bottling
plants to attract fresh
investment. The Cow
Welfare Fee has been in-
creased by 50 per cent,
from Rs 1 per proof litre
to Rs 1.5 per proof litre,
raising expected revenue
collection from Rs 16
crore to Rs 24 crore.

"To strengthen en-

Internatonal Shivratri Mohotsav
begins with grandeur in Mandi

Rajan Punchhi
o Mandi
The
Shivratri Mahotsav, of-
ficially inaugrated by
Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
on Thursday began with
great enthusiasm at the
Paddal Ground in Man-
di.

The fair showcases a
blend of religious rituals,
cultural performances,
and traditional festiv-
ities, drawing visitors
and devotees from far
and wide.

Before joining the
traditional ‘Shahi Jaleb
Shobha Yatra amidst
light showers, the Chief
Minister offered prayers
at the historic Shri Raj
Madhav Rai temple, the
principal deity of the re-
gion. The grand proces-
sion, which started from
the temple and conclud-
ed at Paddal Ground,
saw thousands of dev-
otees dressed in tradi-
tional attire, with their
local deities and dancing
along the route. Over
200 deities from across
the region graced the vi-
brant event, enhancing
its spiritual grandeur.

As part of the age-old
traditions, the Chief

International

Minister also took partin
the Pagri ceremony and
performed puja at Shri
Raj Madhav Rai temple.
Following this, he inau-
gurated the exhibition
at Paddal Ground, or-
ganized by various gov-
ernment  departments,
boards, and corpora-
tions, and evinced keen
interest in the exhibits.
On the occasion, he also
released a souvenir and
a coffee table book of the
International ~ Shivratri
Fair, published by the
Mela Committee.

Extending his best
wishes for the inter-
national Shivratri
Mahotsav, the Chief

Minister said that af-
ter a long dry spell,
the region was finally
receiving rainfall. He
attributed this to Lord
Shiva answering the
prayers of farmers. He
announced an alloca-
tion of Rs. 100 crore
for the completion of
the Mandi Shiv Dham
project and assured its
completion within two
years. He expressed
confidence that the
grand Shiv  Dham
would attract visitors
from far and wide. Addi-
tionally, he announced
a five percent increase
in offerings (nazrana) to
the deities.

forcement, we have pro-
posed setting up excise
police stations in the
coming financial year.
Additionally, to promote
ease of doing business,
brands with no increase
in Ex-Distillery Price
(EDP) will receive auto-
matic approval through
the e-Abkari portal,"
Cheema added.

In another major de-
cision, the Cabinet ap-
proved amendments to
the Punjab Registration
of Births and Deaths
(Amendment)  Rules,
2025, making it manda-
tory for doctors to speci-
fy the date and cause of
death in medical certifi-
cates.

The Cabinet also ap-
proved the formation of
the "Punjab Tirth Yatra
Samiti” to facilitate pil-
grimage for residents of
Punjab through air, rail,
road, or any other means

under the Mukh Mantri
Tirth Yatra Scheme.

Additionally, Punjab
Information and Com-
munication  Technol-
ogy Corporation Ltd.
(PICTC) has been desig-
nated as the sole provid-
er of digital signatures
for all government de-
partments and organi-
sations. The Cabinet has
also given the green light
to adopt the Water (Pre-
vention and Control of
Pollution) Amendment
Act, 2024, enacted by
Parliament.

Meanwhile, Leader of
Opposition and senior
Congress leader Partap
Singh Bajwa called on
the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General (CAG) to
launch a similar probe in
Punjab, following allega-
tions of financial irreg-
ularities in the previous
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government's excise pol-
icy in Delhi

"As per the CAG re-
port, the Delhi govern-
ment incurred a loss of
Rs 2,002 crore due to
alleged irregularities
in formulating and im-
plementing the excise
policy under the AAP
regime in 2021-22. The
report also revealed that
the AAP government’s
spending on advertising
campaigns surged by
1,200 per cent between
2018 and 2022," Bajwa
said.

Earlier in the day,
Punjab BJP President
Sunil Jakhar took a
swipe at the government
on X, suggesting that the
presence of former Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia in Chan-
digarh had unsettled the
Punjab leadership.

UK launches Visa fraud
awareness campaign

ndigarh
The UK Government
launched the ‘Visa Fraud
Ton Bacho’ campaign on
27 February to help pro-
tect Indian citizens from
the physical, financial,
and emotional risks of
visa fraud and irregular
migration.
The campaign in-
cludes a new dedicat-
ed WhatsApp support
line (+91 70652 51380)
in English and Punja-
bi, helping to identify
common visa scam lac-
tics and providing ac-
cess to official guidance
for those seeking legal
routes to travel to the
UK.

The campaign was
launched at the Lovely
Professional ~ Universi-
ty (LPU) in Jalandhar
in the presence of LPU
Chancellor and Mem-
ber of Parliament from
Rajya Sabha, Dr Ashok

Kumar Mittal.
Alongside the
WhatsApp  line, the

campaign will highlight
the warning signs of
visa scams. People will
be advised to look out

UK. Under the Mobility
and Migration Partner-
ship Agreement, the UK
and India have a shared
commitment to tackling
irregular migration. The
campaign represents a
further element of joint
efforts to step up the
fight against irregular
migration and visa fraud.

Christina Scott, Brit-
ish Deputy High Com-
missioner to India, said:
“The opportunity to vis-
it, study, and work in
the UK has never been
greater and Indian na-
tionals contlinue to re-
ceive the largest share
of UK visit and work
visas. However, young
peoples’ dreams are be-
ing exploited, and too
many are becoming vic-
tims of visa fraud. That's
why we are launching
the Visa Fraud Ton
Bacho campaign. The
campaign seeks to raise
awareness of the s
and help people to check
the facts on safe and le-

gal routes to the UK.”

Caroline Rowett, Brit-
ish Deputy Hngh Com-

for the spuri-
ous claims such as the
promise of jobs in the
UK, no requirement for
English-language tests
(IELTS), and exorbitant
fees.

Visa fraud leads to
unacceptable and un-
necessary levels of debt
and puts people at risk
of physical harm and
exploitation. A person
found committing visa
fraud can receive a 10-
year ban on travel to the

h,

said: “Punjab is known

ambitious people who
have made significant
contributions  both in
the UK and globally.
We want to ensure that
these dreams are ful-
filled safely and legal-
ly. We urge people to
spread the ‘Visa Fraud
Ton Bacho’ message and
help protect individuals
from falling victim to
fraudulent agents.”

Haryana CM meets PM Modi; briefs
him about state’s infra development
\/

Komal Ramola

Haryana Chief Minister,
Nayab Singh Saini on
Thursday paid a courte-
sy visit to Prime Minis-
ter Sh Narendra Modi in
New Delhi. During the
meeting, the Chief Min-
ister briefed the Prime
Minister on Haryana's
infrastructure  develop-
ment and upcoming pro-
jects, as well as provided
an update on the pro-
gress of central govern-
ment schemes being im-
plemented in the state.
During the meeting,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi commended
the comprehensive de-
velopment work being
carried out in Haryana
under the leadership of
Sh Nayab Singh Saini.
He said that the current
Haryana  Government
is making successful
efforts to integrate all
sections of society, par-
ticularly the poor and
backward classes, into
the mainstream by con-
sistently implementing

welfare  schemes  for
their benefit.
The  Chief  Minis-

ter also congratulated
Prime Minister on the
historic victory in the

Delhi  Assembly elec-
tions,  acknowledging
that under his leader-
ship, Delhi residents
will now benefit from all
public welfare schemes
of the Central govern-
ment.

He said that under
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's leadership,
the country has been
reaching new heights in

terms of development

Triple engine govt will work three times faster: Nayab Singh Saini

Komal Ramola

Chandigarh :

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said
the intention and agen-
da of the government
are clear due to which
development work is
being done at a fast pace
in the state. The present
government has taken
many important deci-
sions in its 100-day ten-
ure and has made efforts
to make the lives of peo-
ple better.

. Em

The Chief Minister

was addressing a pro-
gramme ()l’gaﬂlled
Kaithal on Thursday.

He said the state gov-

ernment has fulfilled 18
promises of the Sankalp
Patra in its 100-day ten-

ure while 10 promises
will be fulfilled soon. He
said after the formation
of the triple engine gov-

ernment, work will be
done three times faster.
He said as soon as the
government was formed
for the third time in the
state, free dialysis facil-
ity was provided to kid-
ney patients in all med-
ical colleges and PGIs.
Ownership rights were
given lo tenant farm-
er families. Along with
this, giving relief to the
people living in houses
built on panchayat land
for over 20 years, an Act

was passed in the As-
sembly and they were
given ownership rights.

He said 15 lakh wom-
en are being given gas
cylinders for Rs 500
whereas it has been two
and a half years since
the Congress came to
power in Himachal
Pradesh, but it has not
fulfilled its promise of
giving gas cylinders to
women for Rs 500 and
Rs 1500 per month to
them.

over the past 10 years.
The common people
have shown strong faith
in the Prime Minister's
public welfare policies.
The Chief Minister ex-
pressed hope that this
support will continue
in the upcoming munic-
ipal elections in Hary-
ana, where the public
will further endorse the
Prime Minister's leader-
ship and welfare policies.

The Chief Minister
said that with the contin-
ued guidance of Prime
Minister, efforts will be
made to further enhance
Haryana's development
with the support of the
Central  Government.
He said that air, rail,
and road infrastructure
in Haryana are being
strengthened, ensuring
that both investors and
local residents benefit
from modern infrastruc-
ture. This, he believes,
will help Haryana rapid-
ly emerge as the nation's
largest investment hub.

He further said that
the double-engine gov-

ernment  comprisin;
both the Center an
Haryana driving the

state’s development at
three times the speed
and Haryana will re-
main a leader in terms
of development. Repre-
senting the state's 2.8
crore citizens, the Chief
Minister reassured the
Prime Minister that
Haryana would play a
key role in realizing the
vision of India becom-
ing a developed nation
by 2047, with Harya-
na achieving the same
level of development
alongside the country.
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l
By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

Fast food is made to be
consumed quickly and
taste delicious and is
overcooked, highly pro-
cessed, and high in fiber.
The human body is made
of unprocessed, highly
fibrous, and minimally
cooked foods, so they are
completely unsuitable.
Sugar spikes from fast
food lead to insulin re-
sistance, weight gain, fat
synthesis, and diabetes.

The shift in agriculture
within developing coun-
tries from traditional ce-
real grain production to
high-value  agricultural
products (HVPs) is a re-
markable evolution that
promises both challenges
and opportunities.

l TOP STORY, DeLHI, FRIDAY 28, FEBRUARY 2025 l

Health problems that arise from
consuming p}‘ocessed, fast foods

changing as a result

of globalization, ur-
banization and chang-
ing lifestyles, which are
causing major socio-eco-
nomic and  cultural
changes. The younger
generation in India is
increasingly consum-
ing fast food, which is
leading to a number of
health problems, such as
obesity, type 2 diabetes,
and cardiovascular dis-
orders. Fast food often
contains large amounts
of calories, sugar, sodi-
um, and bad fats, which
can lead to poor eating
habits and nutritional
deficiencies. It can also
result in a sedentary life-
style, which will increase
s to one's health.
This trend has the po-
tential to put pressure
on healthcare systems
over time and affect the
general quality of life of
generations. Because it
promotes obesity, poor
nutrition, and unhealthy
eating patterns, fast
food consumption can
hurt children’s health
and eating habits. Fast
food, which is high in
calories, sugar, and bad
fats, increases the risk
of developing chronic
diseases such as diabe-
tes and heart disease
and leads to weight gain.
Frequent consumption
of fast food makes chil-
dren prefer processed
foods over healthy foods,
which reduces their
chances of eating a bal-
anced diet and choosing
nutritious food. Nowa-
days, many young peo-
ple prefer fast food be-
cause it is convenient,
tasty and quick to pre-
pare. They continue to

Indin's food culture is

|
eat it even though they
are aware of its negative
health effects. In a busy
lifestyle, it is convenient
to eat fast food as quick-
ly as possible. They fol-
low the crowd because
their friends may also
like it.

Fast food restaurants
also add flavors and aro-
mas, making it incred-
ibly tasty and almost
addictive. Even after
knowing about its un-
healthy elements, such
as excess fat and sugar,
people find it difficult to
resist the craving for fast
food. Fast food compa-
nies use deceptive ad-
vertising to make their
products appear cool
and fun, which is anoth-
er factor. Celebrities and
memorable slogans are
used to attract attention,
especially from young
people. Despite their in-
telligence and education,
people sometimes prefer
to eat fast food rather
than considering the
possible harmful effects
on their health. y
act as if they know it is
not the best option, but

they still choose it be-
cause it is so simple and
attractive. Therefore,
many people still find
themselves attracted to
fast food, even though
they know its disadvan-
tages. Eating habits are
changing as people are
choosing convenience
food over home-cooked
meals. According to the
National Family Health
Survey, young people in
urban areas are eating
more processed foods.
Traditional cereals like
millet are being replaced
by refined cereals and
packaged foods. To pro-
mote the consumption of
millets, the government
has launched the Inter-
national Year of Millets
in 2023. The growing
number of processed,
high-fat, high-si
Western  diets is re-
placing traditional bal-
anced diets. The rapid
growth of McDonald’s,
KFC, and Domino’s has
changed urban eating
habits in India.

Due to the homoge-
nization of food culture

caused by globalization,
regional cuisines are los-
ing their distinctiveness.
Fermentation-based di-
ets and other tradition-
al cooking techniques
are falling out of favor
in Northeast India. Due
to changing food habits,
culinary traditions of
festivals and religions
are losing their signif-
icance. Ayurvedic and
sattvic diets which are a
major part of Hindu rit-
uals are being replaced
by modern diets. Tra-
ditional food practices,
family meals, and social
bonding are all affected
by the fast-food culture.
Eating alone and social
gatherings have changed
as a result of the rise
of online food delivery
services like Swiggy and
Zomato. Street vendors
and indigenous food ar-
tisans face challenges as
a result of global food
chains. UNESCO has ac-
knowledged Mumbai's
street food culture, but
urban  modernization
is threatening it. Mal-
nutrition and health
impacts: As a result of
eating more processed
food, heart disease, dia-
betes, and obesity have
increased. Changes in
dietary habits have led
to 101 million diabet-
ics in India. Changes in
consumption patterns
have led to a decline in
demand for traditional
crops, which has im-
pacted farmers’ profits.
According to Niti Aayog
(2022), crop diversifi-
cation is important to
sustain the rural agricul-
tural economy. Small-
scale food businesses,
traditional eateries, and
neighborhood food ven-

dors are all affected by
global food chains.

Due to the 2017 food
licensing  regulations,
small, traditional res-
taurants had to close.
Farm-to-table programs
and organic farming
counter-movements are
beginning to take shape.
Indian food products
are encouraged to be
certified organic by the
Organic India initiative.
Local food affordability
is affected by global food
trends that increase de-
pendence on imports.
Increased import costs
for wheat and palm
oil have an impact on
domestic food securi-
ty. While maintaining
its foundations, India’s
diverse culinary cul-
ture must change. Tra-

itional food diversity
and cultural identity
can be enhanced rath-
er than diminished by
modernization through
the impl, ion of
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sustainable food poli-
cies, support for native
crops, and balanced
diet awareness. Impor-
tantly, eating fast food
occasionally is unlikely
to have a major impact
on your general health.
On the other hand, eat-
ing fast food regularly
can eventually lead to a
number of health prob-
lems. The goal is to limit
to protect your health.

(Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelance
Journalist and column-
ist)

Farming clusters to Industrial
clusters Growth story beckons

ndia  thrived pri-
Imarily on agricul-
ture for centuries.
Western world usually
call India as Agrarian
economy. Share of GDP
of Agriculture declined
from about 50% during
Independence to about
18% in 2024 which pro-
vides a livelihood for
about 42.3% of India’s
population. Hence it is
still the most important
sector. Agriculture in
the twenty-first century
is reinventing itself as
a new global business
reshaped by globaliza-
tion, standardization,
high-value production,
massive growth in de-
mand (both for the
food and the biofuel
industries), retail and
packaging innovations,
and a ramp up in effi-
ciency. Faced with con-
stant productivity and
market pressures, the
“new agriculture” needs
new tools to enhance
its competitiveness and
innovation capacity.
One of these tools is the
promotion of clusters.
The shift in agricul-
ture within developing
countries from tradi-
tional cereal grain pro-
duction to high-value
agricultural  products
(HVPs) is a remarkable
evolution that promises
both challenges and op-
portunities. This trans-
formation is driven by
the need to meet the
stringent quality and
safety standards de-
manded by export mar-
kets and supermarkets.
India has been known
to bring out agricultur-
al produces than the
products owing to the
large population. The
concept of Agro-Based
Clusters (ABCs) plays
a pivotal role in this
evolution, forming the
foundation for geo-

graphic concentration
of agricultural produc-
tion and processing ac-
tivities.

The 2024-25 Union
Budget of India allocat-
ed 152 trillion rupees
to the agriculture and
allied sectors. This is
a significant incr
from the previous
year's budget. 10,000
need-based  bio-input
resource centres to be
established during the
period to ensure bet-
ter productivity. Large
scale clusters for veg-
etable production will
be developed closer
to major consump-
tion centres. There are
Agro-based clusters, in-
tegrated farming clus-
ters, Vegetable clusters

and Organic village
clusters. The farm-
ing clusters include

Grapes in Maharash-
tra, Mango in Andhra
Pradesh, Pomegranate
in Sholapur, Onion in
Maharashtra, Turmer-
ic in Kerala and Dairy
in certain regions in
Punjab and Gujarat.
However, the success
of these clusters is con-
tingent upon their abil-
ity to transition from
simple Farming Clus-
ters (FCs) to Industrial
Clusters (ICs) capable
of significant value ad-
dition.

Clusters can help in
collaboration  among
different manufactur-
ers within the cluster
to share knowledge and
resources, establish-
ing common facilities
like testing centers to
ensure product quality
standards and facili-
tating access to market
information and tech-
nology updates through
industry  associations.
This concept leads us

to Increased productiv-
ity, Enhanced product
quality, Market com-
petitiveness: Ability to
produce innovative and
efficient implements to
cater to evolving farmer
needs. Inturn it leads to
Economic growth with
Creation of new jobs
and increased revenue
generation within the
agricultural ~ machin-
ery sector. Implemen-
tation strategies are
based on Government
initiatives through
providing financial as-
sistance, training pro-
grams, and technology
transfer support to ag-
ricultural — implement
clusters. There is also
more awareness to be
given in terms of part-
nerships between man-
ufacturers,  research
institutions, and skill
development  organi-
zations and Capacity
building programs.

As per the Food and
Agriculture  Organisa-
tion (FAO), India is the
2nd largest producer of
fruits and vegetables
globally, behind China.
It has an 11.4% share in
global fruit production
and 12% share in glob-
al vegetable production,
India has had little suc-
cess in the export of
these products. One of
the major factors lim-
iting the growth of its
agro-export industries,
particularly given the
reduction of many trade
barriers, is the inability
of its small holder dom-
inated production sys-
tems to meet the food
safety requirements of
export markets. By the
1970s the association
was seeking techni-
cal advice from scien-
tists. A good example
of the improvements
this research produced

is the introduction of
gibberellic acid to the
cultivation process. Be-
cause the acid was not
available locally, the
association facilitated
its importation by get-
ting the import duty
reduced and supplying
the chemical to mem-
bers at cost. The central
government acted to
encourage the develop-
ment of infrastructure
and established the
National Horticulture
Board (NIIB) and the
Agricultural and Pro-
cessed Food Products
Export  Development
Authority (APEDA). In
order to facilitate these
tasks, in 1991, Maha-
grapes was formed. It
represents a public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP),
being owned and gov-
erned by its members
(grape  cooperatives)
but  with considera-
ble public support in
its set-up. To support
the initiative, the state
marketing board paid
the salaries of the gov-
erning body for the first
three years and pro-
vided for consultancy
services, while the Na-
tional Cooperative De-
velopment Corporation
(NCDC) and the state
government provided
loans. Thus the cluster
concept came into pic-
ture. The integration of
research, consultancy
and associational activ-
ities with the support of
the agencies, govern-
ment and grape grow-
ers led to the success of
this cluster. Mahindra
Shubhlabh Services Ltd,
the agribusiness arm
of the large Mahindra
Group  conglomerate,
has recently become in-
volved in the cluster.

Agricultural
ments are tools

imple-
and

“agricultural

machines used to per-
orm farming tasks,
They include tractors,
plows, harrows, seed
drills, and silos. An
imple-
ments cluster” refers
to a geographical area
where a concentration
of businesses related to
the production, distri-
bution, and servicing of
agricultural tools and
machinery are located
close together, allow-
ing for collaboration,
shared resources, and
economies of scale
within the sector; es-
sentially, a community
of companies focused
on agricultural equip-
ment development and
supply within a spe-
cific region. The Kar-
nal-based units created
a cluster to meet the
major requirement of
the country for various
types of power driv-
en and bullock driven
agri-implements,  in-
cluding harrow disc,
tiller tyne, seed drilling
machine, zero tillage
leveler,  agri-springs
and laser guided scrap-
er buckets. State of
art training facilities

like Common Facil-
ity Centre with Mini
Tool Room, Metallur-

v, Chemical Testing
& CAD CAM Facilities
were put up. The clus-
ter identified more
than 40 countries for
exports. One of the dif-
ficulties the entrepre-
neurs felt was that the
repercussions of this
year's monsoon would
be felt in the next kha-
rif crop as the demand
in the drought-affected
areas would be affect-
ed. Major units which
are into exports are
already battling the
slowdown in the world
economy as their busi-
ness have been hit by

THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN K

MAR

LIFE IS A SERVICE

What you wanted to be-
come tells what you think
you would serve the best,
and what you have be-
come tells how you have
served the best. Life is a
service. This starts from
you and ends to people.
Life is doing a favour that
you do to yourself and to
others. Either vou become
aking or subject, service is
the only option you have.
No matter how you serve,
what you serve, who you
serve, but the service is
the ultimate act you do.
It is every important to
develop a sense of service
in us if we want to remain
in our senses, it is every
important to develop a
sense of service in us if we
want to be served. Life is
a service, and a service is
life. Be careful what you
serve because every ser-
vice deserves some wages
that you can't deny. If you
serv you will get your
wages as sin, if you serve
virtue you will get your
wages as virtue. Sin is too

poor to buy virtue and vir-
tue is too pure to touch sin.

Sense of service brings
humility to accept, re-
sponsibility to take and
ability to perform. Serve
everyday by every way
possible, serve everyone
with exception of none,
serve everything with ex-
ception of nothing. The
purpose of a service is to
accelerate or deaccelerate
someonc’s act. The true
pleasure in life is serving,
sometimes serving your-|
self and sometimes serv-
ing others. Some people
like to serve others more
than they themselves
whereas some people like
to serve themselves more
than others and there is
absolutely no harm unless
you are serving yourself at
the cost of others.

Moral: The best form
of service is engaging
cach other in service
cach other for the su-
preme God.
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Al can assist but cannot replace human
judgment, says former C]JI Chandrachud

W The legal framework must adapt to emerging digital realities ensuring governance that is fair, flexible and future ready, he asserted.

Mumbai

ven though virtual

conrts improve ac-

cessibility, it has

raised concerns
about fair trial and there
must be a balance between
innovation and judicial in-
tegrity, former Chief Justice
of India DY Chandrachud
said here on Thursday.

The legal framework must
adapt to emerging digital re-
alities ensuring governance
that is fair, fiexible and future
ready, he asserted.

Asserting that artificial in-
telligence (AD) was trans-
forming case management,
making legal processes faster
and more efficient, the for-
mer CJI said, "But recent
incidents like an attorney
faving sanction for using Al
generated fake case ctations
proves that while machines
can assist, they cannot re-
place human judgment.”
Speaking at a conference or-
ganised by Welingkar Insti-
tute of Management, he said,
“Virtual courts have im-

proved aceessibility but also
raise concern about fair tri-
al and data security. As we
embrace these advances we
must balanee innovation
with judicial integrity. Effi-
ans nmhmg with-

and trust.” The former chief
justice stated that affirmative
action puhuu are cructal in
pro i and ad-

¥
C8 'df‘

Scheduled Tribes, women,
minorities face structural
barriers that limit access to
education, employment and
leadership roles. For true
Progress we must recognise
that equity requires ensuring.
that everyone has support
and access needed to com-
pete on  level plaving field,”
hesaid.

Thedigital revolution has

rln,mng huirmml injustice,
anginalised groups such
as Scheduled Castes and

Kharge Slams PM Modi's
'Viksit Bharat' Vision

New Defhi
Hundred crore Indians do
not have any extra income to
spend, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge claimed
on Thursday and alleged
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's version of Viksit
Bharat emptied ordinary In-
dians' pockets and filled the
coffers of select billionaires.

India is staring at a glob-
al tariff war and trade barri-
ers and the Union budget
announcements haveturned
outto bea "damp squib”, he
further said.

"Narendra Modi ji, 100
crare Indians do not have
any extra income to spend...
60 per cent of our GDP is de-
pendent on consumption.
But it is only the top 10 per
centin Indiawho drive eco-
nomic growth and con-
sumption and 9o per cent
cannot afford to buy basic
daily needs,” the Rajya Sab-

haapposition leader said in
apost on X.

"The middle 50 per cont of

India's tax-paying popula-

tion has seen little to no
wage growth in the past
decade. Rural wages are wit-
nessing negative growth.
Wealth concentration is
widening, and your policies
have failed to distribute in-
come amongst all," he
added.

The Congress president
daimed that stagnant wages,
persistent inflation and
plunging consumption dur-
ing the past10 years had re-
sulted in household savings
falling to a 5o-year low, in-
come inequality climbing to
a 100-year high and house-
hold debt reaching an all-
time high.

"We are staring at a glob-
altariffwar and trade barri-
ers. Unemployment has be-
come unbearable for our
youth. Budget announce-
ments turned out to be
damp squﬂ'l"' Kharge said.

"Your version of 'Viksit
Bharat' empties the pockets
of ordinary Indians and fills
the coffers of select billion-
aires!” he added.

redefined our existence, but
has sown “new see
threaten us collecti
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said, adding "our own cre-
ation threatens our future”,

Chandrachud also labelled
eyber fraud as a well organ-
ised industry with “best tools
of technolagy™ as well as
“lethal combination of hu-
man trafficking torture and
exploitation”.

“Quantum computing pos-
sesses previously unheard
of cyber dangers because it
Thas the ability to crack exist-
ing inseription techniques.
This technology has the po-
tential to redefine digital pri-
vaey, jeopardise critical gov-
emment data and upend in-
ternational financial insti-
tutions without guardrails,”
he said.

“Without a proactive and
ethical legal framework we
run the prospect of a tech-
nological arms race, in which
asmall mumber of countries
and businesses control glob-
al power,” Chandrachud said.
adding that rise of digital
currency and bl

seape,

Innovation and technolo-
gy must be bulanced by
frameworks of governance
which stays ahead of the
curve, he asserted.

“& well structured legal
framework is the backbone
of a thriving econormy and in-
novation. We risk becom-
ing the modern version of
Draco (first legislator of
Athens in ancient Greece
who replaced the system of
aral law and blood feud with
the Draconian constitution}
unless we create an equi-
tahle legal framework,”
Chandrachud stated.

“The challenge is clear.
We needa smart legal frame-
work that protects users
without killing innovations.
This requires enacting clear
regulation for Al accounta-
hility and strengthening cy-
ber security laws to combat

digital fraud.” Chand rachud
opined.
cket He said technol lad-

technology has added new
complexity to legal land-

vancernent and shifting so-
cietal aspiration are today

rapidly changing and re-
shaping industry and edu-
cation.

Education and industry
must work together from
the drawingboard to ensure
students are equipped with
real world skills before they
enter the workforee, the for-
mer CH said .,

The. y,lulm.l foetprintof our

ageis inastate of economic,
financial and political flux, he
said. The surge of the global
‘econamy is tampered with as
nations turn inwands, con-
front the climate erisis and
‘witness regional conflicts on
an unprecedented scale,
whether it is Palestine,
Ulaine or the Congo, the
former CJ1 said.
“As a global community,
we sipvive on hope amidst
cynidsm, on peace anidst
zomes of conflict, faith in sur-
vival of our planets amidst
coneerns forclimate change
and continually spur our ef-
forts to bring the benefit of
technology amidst dangers to
evher security,” he added.

Goyal Slams Stubble Burning Blame:
Delhi Pollution Not Farmers' Fault

Mumbai
Blaming farmers in Punjab
for pollution 500 kms away
in Delhi is "ridiculous”,
Union Minister Pivush Goy-
al said on Thursday.

Goyal, who handles the
commerce and industry
portfolio, asked everybody
to"apply their mind” before
coming to such conclusions,

"...for Delhi, don't helieve
anybody who tells you it's
the farmers of Punjab who
cause the pollution in Del-
hi," Goyal said.

“Just apply your mind... T
wonder how pollution trav-
els 500 kms through the
high rises of Gurgaon and
finds a pathway to com
my home in New Delhi
Goval said speaking at an
event organised by IMC
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry here.

It is “ridiculous” to place
the blame on the farmers,
Goyal said, making it clear
that he is not supporting

.
the burning either.

Stubble burning by farm-
ers after summer harve
to prepare their fields for
winter crop often gets
blamed for high levels of
pollution in the national
capital.

Air quality in Delhi re-
mains poor or worse for
many days in a year, and
coneerns are also being
aised over the health haz-
ards posed by the high lev-
els of pollution.

Railway Minister thanks Rail Karmayogi for

their hard work in Prayagraj Mahakumbh
W Record 17000+ trains operated during Mahakumbh 2025

Staff Repm‘n:r

_ NewDelhi
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on February 27,
2025 visited Prayagraj to
check on the preparations
for Mahakumbh 2025, an
important religious festival.

He looked at the opera-
tions of wilway stations un-
der North Central Railway,
North Eastern Railway, and
Northern Railway to ensure
they could handle the ex-
pecied large number of pil-
grims.

During his visit, he
thanked riilway workers for
their efforts and noted the
smooth teamwork among
different departments, high-
lighting Indian Railways’
commitment to providing
sufe and comfortable travel
for the pilgrims.

He also appreciated sup-
port from leaders like the
Prime Minister, Home Min-
ister, and various Chief Min-
isters in managing the large
erowd.

Vaishnaw acknowledged
the hard work of railway
staff involved in the event,
meeting with different teams
inchuding front-fine workers,
security personnel, engi-
neers, and medical staff,
thanking them for their con-
tributions.

its original plan by running
17,152 trains, significantly
more than the planned
13,000, catering to ahont
66 crore expected pilgrims,
with 4. 24 crore passengers
handled at key railway sta-
tions in Prayagraj.

To support the influx of
pilgrims, Indian Railways
impmved infrastructure at
nine important railway sta-
tions in Prayagraj. They
added entry points, pht
forms, and foot over-bridges
to help manage crowds.

Indian Railway ded

They impl d 1,186

CCTV cameras, mdudmg
some with facial recogni-
tion, and utilized drones to
enhance safety and crowd
contral. Additionally, they
created 23 permanent hold-
ing areas and provided mul-
tilingual announcements for
passenger assistance. Tick-
eting facilities wete upgrad-
ed with more connters and a
QR-based system for con-
venience.

Passenger safety and
convenience were priori-
tized through a strong
medical and emergency

response setup. Central
help desks, medical faeili-
ties, ambulanices, and oth-
er essential services were
organized with local au-
thorities. A focus on limit-
ing parcel traffic improved
passénger movement, and
an app-based system aid-
ed efficient staff manage-
ment, Continuous moni-
toring of railway opera-
tions ensured smooth ex-
ecution, including quick
completion of track work
connecting Varanasi and
Prayagraj.

causes of pollution in cities,
and the minister implored
evervbody to switch to pre-
cast construction and elec-
trie mobility.

He said both the alterna-
tives represent cost advan-
tages ora business case for
aswiteh.

Inthe case of mobility, it
makes a business case to
switch to the electric op-

tion from the conventional
mternal combustion engine,
and asked India Ine to en-
sure that vehicles carrying
goods in and out of their
units be run by electric mo-
bility.

"Rather than blame
somebody else, can we also
think of our role? Can we
think of electric mobility,
personal use, our company
use," Goyal told the audi-
ence comprising industry
leaders.

In the case of construe-
tion, he said the world is
switching to precast, which
is faster, more efficient and
less polluting.

The minister, who is a
member of partiament from
Mumbai North constituen-
cy. questioned if one can
find dust floating around
in thi air or decaying foot-
|wl]u in cities like Dubaior
apore like we find in In-
dia, and exhorted all to take
measures on the same.

Congress Slams Govt
Over Household
Indebtedness Crisis

R
New Delhi

Flagging the issue of
household indebtedness,
the Congress on Thursday
sald the root cause of such

a "deep-seated” malaise
was the stagnation in real
wages and claimed the
government had failed to
acknowledge the i

sis”,

Congress general sec-
retary in-charge commu-
nications Jairam Ramesh
cited the recently-released
Indus Valley Annual Re-
port 2025, 4n examina-
tion of India's economic
landscape and start-up
ecosystem by VC firm
Blume Ventures, to at-
tack the government.

The report offers a
granular look into the In-
dian economy, he said
and asserted that its most
worrying implications
were for India’s house-
hold finances.

Ramesh said India's re-
covery from COVID-19
was based on consump-
tion growth that was driv-
en by loans.

Consumer loans in the
post-Covid years were
about 18 per cent of the
Private Final Consump-
tion Expenditure, he said.

In this time, personal
loans replaced industry
loans as the biggest seg-
ment of non-food bor-
rowing, Ramesh said.

“This was a reflection of
the slowing private in-
vestment levels, Much of
this indebtedness was due
to the rise in small ticket
personal leans from non-
banking financial eompa-
nies -~ they comprise 82
per cent of the new per-
ginated in

citing the

report.

Credit growth has now
created a household in-
debtedness crisis instead
of continuing to fuel con-
sumptien. Ramesh said.

Om Birla exhorts youth to
commit themselves to achieve
goal of Aatmnirbhar Bharat

w Delhi

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la on Thursday urged the
youth to commit themselves
1o the goal of Aatmanirbhar
Bharat by ereating employ-
mentopportunitics. Stress-
ing that the New India has a
lot of potential with im-
mense opportunities in var-
ious fields, he exhorted the
youth to be trailblazers in re-
search and innovation to
achieve the resolve of a de-
veloped India by 2047,

Birla made these obser-
vations while speaking at
the 26th Convocation of
Bharati Vidyapeeth, Pune
where he was the Chief
Guest. Noting that Indian
vouth are already leading
the world with their knowl-
edge, capabilities and wis-
dom, he mentioned that
even the developed coun-
tries” prosperity is an out-
come of the contributions of
the Indian youth in those
countries.

Stating that the New India
is marching on the path of
prosperity with new oppor-
tunities, Birla opined that
the youth of India, instead of
looking towards the devel-
oped countries for their fu-
ture, should focus on di-
recting their talent and en-
ergy to make India a devel-

oped country by 2047.
Mentioning that the Indi-
an youth have the power to
provide solutions th global
1 h

cessful journey as a democ-

acyis an ingpiration forthe
world. The World is looking
o\wuds India fnrprnmunng

1t d that
India, powered by the
knowledge, wisdom, capa-
bilities of the youth, will
lead the world in providing
emergiig solutions to the
global challenges.

He exhorted the youth to
dream big, work hard and
become active partners in
country’s prosperity. Edu-
cation would be deemed to
be successful when its hen-
efits wonld improve the lives
of the poar, the marginalized
and thelast person in'the so-
ciety, he added.

Referring to India’s jour-
ney during the last 75 years,
Birlanoted that Indi

spirit in other
countries, he observed.

Mentioning aboutthe glo-
rious history of Maharashtra,
Birla said that M ashtra
isthe land of many struggles
and social and spiritual rev-
olution. Referring to Veer
Shivaji, Jyotiba Phule, Sav-
itribai Phule, he noted that
these personalities had
played animportant mle in
shaping the history of India
and they will continue to be
our inspiration for the years
to come.

On this oceasion, Birla
gave away certificates and
prizes to the successful stu-
dents of Bharati Vidyapeeth.

Congress general sec-
retary in-charge com-
munications Jairam
Ramesh cited the re-
cently-released Indus
Valley Annual Report
2025, an examination
of India's economic
landscape and start-
up ecosystem by VC
firm Blume Ventures,
to attack the govern-
ment.

——

Household debt to GDP
has hit anall-time high of
nearly 43 per cent, he
claimed.

"As a flipside to the
household indebtedness,
households are saving less
-- especially financially.
Household share of sav-
ings dropped from 84 per
centin FY 2000 to 61 per
cent in FY 2023, reflect-
ing an increase in unin-
vested corporate profits,”
he said.

Without adeguate sav-
ings to finance invest-
ments, combined with
sluggish foreign direet in-
vestment, India is under-
going a massive slow-
down in private invest-
ment, Ramesh said.

“The toot cause of thiy
deeprseated malaise is the
stagnation in real wages,
both in the salaried sector
and in the informal rural
sector. Without increas-
ing labour productivity
and higher wages, any
growth in consumption
will have to be based on
ainable  credit
the Congress
leader said.

Ten years after this cri-
sis first surfaced, and five
years after COVID-19 hit,
the government contin-
ues to fail to acknowledge
this crisis, Ramesh al-
leged.

Govt working for
fair compensation
for media houses:
Ashwini Vaishnaw

New Delhi

Recognising the impor-
tance of Storyboard18 -
DNPA Conclave 2025,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, Minis-
ter for Railways, Informa-
tion and Broadcasting,
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology said that
aconference of this stature
could help provide clear
policy directions, and offer
poliey recommendations
to the government.

Noting that the media
industry is undergoing a
major transition today, he
also shared how the gov-
ernment is working for
fair compensation for me-
dia houses.

Inaugurating the con-
clave, Union Minister
shared that the conference
enables di
around the tr:
traditional media to new
media.

Held on Febrary 27, in
New Delhi, this nnrsStD-
ryboardi8 DNPA Con
was themed around ' Vledm
Transformations in the Al
Age', and served as a piv-
otal gathering for policy-
makers, media leaders,
and tech experts to exam-
ine the ongoing impact of
AL Inhis keynote speech.
the Minister outlined the
vision for fostering a digi-
tal news ecosystem that is
both credible and efficient.




Over 11.69 lakh
devotees offer
prayers at Kashi
Vishwanath on
Mahashivaratri

witnessed a
massive influx of devo-
tees on the auspicious
oceasion of Mahashiv-
aratri, with over 11.69
lakh wi shippers paying
their respects at the sa-
cred Kashi Vishwanath
temple. Following the
directives of Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath,
the local administration
ensured comprehensive
security arrangements,
smooth crowd manage-

Under the supervision
of the Kashi Vishwanath
temple adminisfration,
systematic arrange-
ments were made to fa-
cilitate a seamless dar-
shan experience. From
the early hours of the
morning, long queues of
devotees gathered at the
temple premises, eager
to perform the sacred
rituals.

Devotees offered their
prayers and conducted
the traditional ‘Jalab-
hishek™ with great devo-
tion. The spiritual fervor
transformed  Varanasi
into a sea of faith, with
a continuous stream of
visitors thronging the
holy city. The influx of
devotees remained un-
interrupted  through-
out Mahashivaratri. By
morning itself, lakhs
had already completed
their darshan, and as
the day progressed, the
numbers only swelled
further,

Adding to the gran-
deur of the celebrations,
the Yogi government ar-
ranged a special aerial
flower shower over Kashi
on Inesday, honor-
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Adityanath calls Maha Kumbh ‘truly global
event’, credits PM Modi for its success

Prayagraj:

‘ttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi

Adityanath  on
Thursday eredited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
for the successful organ-
isation of Maha Kumbh
2025, calling it “a truly
global event”.

Addressing  journal-
ists at the media cen-
tre here, a day after the
conclusion of the Maha
Kumbh, Adityanath
said, “Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj truly became
a global event, and the
credit goes to the vision-
ary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
His vision has helped us
successfully execute this
grand event, and you
(the media) have played
a crucial role in convey-
ing its significance to the
country and the world. T
thank you for that.”

He also highlighted
Modi's concept of inte-
grating faith and econo-
my, stating that spiritual
tourism holds immense
potential, with Uttar
Pradesh emerging as the
most suitable state to
harness it.

“In 2024 alone, 64
crore pilgrims and tour-
ists visited various reli-
gious sites across Uttar
Pradesh, imcluding Ayo-
dhya, Varanasi, Mathu-
ra, Prayagraj, Chitrakoot,

Vindhyachal, Gorakhpur
and  Naimisharanya,”

e chief minister said.

Over the past 45 days,
more than 66 crore pil-
grims and tourists vis-
ited Prayagraj for the
Maha Kumbh, creating
new records in religious
tourism, he added.

Adityanath also said
that the Maha Kumbh
led to the development
of five major spiri
tourism corridors in Ut-
tar Pradesh.

The first  corridor
connects Varanasi and
Mirzapur 0 Ayodhya
and  Gorakhpur via
Prayagraj. The second
links Prayagraj to La-
lapur and ~Chitrakoot.

The third runs from
Pra agraj to Lud\now

nations, he said.
Additionally,  minis-

nya,
'I‘he fourth  connects
Prayagraj to Agra via
the Bundelkhand Ex-
pressway, extending to
Mathura, Vrindavan and
Sukhiteerth.

In the past 45 days,
millions of devotees
travelled through these
five comdm‘s, 1nc‘ludmg,
not only locals but al
pilgrims from acrass the
country and the world,
Adityanath said.
Representatives from
more than 100 coun-
tries participated in the
Maha Kumbh, including
ambassadors and high
commissioners from 74

Uttarakhand leads the way in
inclusive and skill-based education

Dehradun:

Uttarakhand is making

remarkable strides in
the education sector, in-
troducing innovative in-
itiatives to ensure learn-
ing reaches every section
of society.

State and central gov-
ernment schemes are
not only modernizing
education but also em-
phasizing skill develop-
ment among students.

These efforts are em-
powering underpriv-
leged communities,

ing the deep religious
sentiments of devotees.
Helicopters ~ showered
flowers over Shri Kashi
Vishwanath Dham and
the Ganga ghats, filling
the air with a divine am-
biance. The spectacular
floral tribute elevated
the spiritual enthusiasm
of the devotees, making
this Mahashivaratri a
truly memorable event
in the city of Lord Shiva.

vt Contact
9818799941

jally girls and de-
pmed children, paving
the way for a brighter
future,

One such initiative is
the Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose Residential
Hostel, established by
the Uttarakhand gov-
ernment.

This hostel is nothing
short of a blessing for
underprivileged chil-
dren, providing them
with an opportunity to
join the mainstream--es-
pecially those who have
been deprived of edu-
cation or lack parental
support.

THere, children receive
free  education, food,
uniforms, and books,
along with a strong fo-
cus on their mental and

b |

emommal \~e11 being.

Suhani, a student at
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose Residential Girls'
Hostel in  Baniyawa-
la, said, “I have mnever
lacked anything in this
hostel-whether it is
food, clothing, or any
other facility. Everything
is provided here.”

Uttarakhand ~ Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami has ensured that
needy children re:
better hostel facil
along with education.
He stated, “It is our com-
mitment to ensure that
all hostels in the stat
receive the best facilities
and that children are
gwen oppomu.uhes to

ess.

Tlus initiative  is

breathing new life into
dreams that were once
abandoned due to finan-
cial struggles.

Cuwrrently, 19 such
hostels are operational
in the state, shaping the
future of over 1,000 chil-
dren.

The Kasturba Gan-
dhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBV) Scheme, in-
‘troduced by the central
government, has been
effectively implemented
in Uttarakhand.

This scheme provides
free and quality educa-
tion to girls aged 11t0 18.

The state has 39 such
schools, where girls re-
ceive education
with hostel facilities,
food, and other essential

amenities.

tersand p from
12 countries attended
the event, along with
numerous other inter-
national devotees, the
chief minister said.

The central and state
governments,  under
the ‘double-engine’
governance model (BJP
in Centre and Ullar
Pradesh). spent ap-
proximately Rs 7,500
crore on both perma-
nent and temporary
infrastructure for the
Maha Kumbh, the chiefl
minister said.

“These included the
construction of over
200 roads, 14 [lyovers,

Uttarakhand emerges as key
economic hub, setting new
benchmarks for industrial growth

Dehradun:

Adityanath said that
the Maha Kumbh led
to the development
of five major spiritual
tourism corridors in

Uttar Pradesh. |

Uttarakhand is emerg-
ing as a rapidly growing
economic hub, play-
ing a wvital role in In-
dia’s rise as one of the
world’s fastest-growing
economies.

With thriving mdm—

multiple  underpass-
es, and 12 corridors in
Prayagraj for the first
time. These develop-
ments have significantly
enhanced the city's ap-
peal to tourists,” he said.
“To ensure seamless
arrangements for the
devotees, nearly one
lakh personnel from the
state and central gov-
ernments were deployed.
Among them, the high-
est number was from
the Uttar Pradesh Po-
lice, along with person-
nel from the PAC, Fire
Services, Water Police,

Home Guards, ATS,
and STF commandos,”
Adityanath said.

The entire Mela area
was monitored using
facial recognition tech-
nology and Al-integrat-
ed surveillance. Around
30,000 CCTV cameras
provided real-time up-
dates on the number
of people entering the
premises, tracking their
movements, and even
counting those taking
a dip in the Sangam, he
said.

tries in au
pharmaceuticals, ag-
riculture, IT, tourism,
and education, Uttara-
khand is setting new
growth benchmarks.
The state’'s econom-
ic output has surged
to Rs. 2.87 lakh crore,
while its per capita in-
come stands at Rs 2.61
lakh--strong indicators
of its remarkable pro-
gress and investment

potential.
Uttarakhand has
implemented inves-

tor-friendly and trans-
parent policies, making
it a prime investment
destination. Its proxim-
ity to Delhi-NCR further
enhances its appeal.

Over the past two dec-
ades, the state has wit-
nessed steady industrial
growth, significantly
expanding emplovment
opportunities  in  the
manufacturing  sector.
With over 10,000 acres
of industrial land avail-
able, Uttarakhand con-
tinues to attract major
investments.

The state has secured
a prominent position in

the automobile industry.

Haridwar is home
to Hero Motors,
the world’'s largest
two-wheeler ~manufac-
turing plant, a lesta-
ment to Uttarakhand’s
industrial achievements.
Additionally, the state
contributes over 10% to
India’s total auto parts
production.

The pharmaceutical
sector is also flourishing,
with Uttarakhand  ac-
counting for 22 per cent
of the country’s generic
drug production. With
more than 370 manu-
facturing and support-
ing units, the state’s fer-
tile land and favourable
climate make it an ideal

ub for the industry.

Jitendra Kumar, Vice
President of EAR In-
dia, said, “The policies
i.utx'oduced by the gov-
ernment, along  with
subsidies and incentives,
have attracted numer-
ous pharmaceutical in-
dustries to Uttarakhand.
Today, I can proudly say
that the state is a leader
in both the production
and export of medi-
cines.”

The agricultural sec-
tor in Uttarakhand is
also  experiencing con-
sistent growth. The state
has four major agro-cli-
matic zones that sup-
port the cultivation of a
variety of crops.

From mega gathering, now it’s
packing time at Maha Kumbh Mela

Mahakumbh Na-

gar (UP):
A worker dismantles a
45-day-old camp, the
sound of two metallic
sheets hitting each oth-
er on the ground pierc-
es the silence pervading
the mela landscape that
till a day ago, was teem-
ing with millions of pil-

grims.

While over 66 crore
people took the holy dip
at the Triveni Sangam
during the Maha Kumbh,
for a large number of
people who camped
at the site for over six
weeks for this spiritual
journey, it was akin to a

“temporary home”.

“Sab wjad raha hai”
(everything is getting
uprooted) is a constant
refrain one can hear as
people talk about the
current landscape in
various tent city areas.

Prayagraj resident
Saloni Niranjan, who
stayed at a Swiss cottage
at Sector 6, spending
virtually all nights here,
was emotionally moved
as she watched labour-
ers dismantle the camp
where she observed
‘Kalpawas' in keeping
with  multi-generation

Akhilesh Yadav Slams 100% FDI in Insurance

Lucknow:
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh ~ Yadav  on
Thursday slammed the
Centre for allowing 100
per cent FDI in the in-
surance sector and said
the move put the entire
industry at risk.

In a post in Hindi on
X addressed to Indian
policyholders, Yadav
questioned if handing
over complete control
of a sensitive and cri-
sis-driven industry
such as the insurance
sector to foreign enti-
ties was in the best in-
terest of the nation.

Union Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sithar-
aman announced in
her 2025-26 budget
speech that the per-
missible limit for for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) in the insurance
sector would be raised
from 74 per cenl to
100 per cent.

The move is expect-
ed to pave the way for
the entry of global

insurance giants and
substantial foreign in-
vestmenl.

Yadav pointed out
that diplomatic rela-
tions between coun-
tries could fluetuate
and, if any disruptions
occurred ensuring ac-
countabdm of foreign
insurers would be a

challenge.
“Who ~ will insure
against this uncer-

tainty?” he asked.
Yadav warned that

while the new provi-
sion offered full se-

.
to foreign in-

surance ('nmpnrl'les,
the interests of Indi-
an policyholders re-
mained uncertain.
“Even if these foreign
companies reinvest
the collected premium
within the country, a
critical question  re-
mains: will they re-
invest at least half of
their profits in India
or take all of it abroad?”
he asked.

Urging transparen-
ey, the former Uttar
Pradesh chiel minister

IUnlon Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sithar-
aman announced in
her 2025-26 budget
speech that the per-
'missible limit for
foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in the in-
surance sector would

be raised from 74 per
said the government
must ensure that the
terms and conditions,
often wrillen in fine
print, were made clear
to the public.

“Rushing such poli-
cies is not advisable,”
he added. The Kan-
nauj MP further al-
leged that the BJP-led
central  government
might exploit these
companies for polit-
ical funding and lat-
er allow them to hike
insurance premiums,
burdening the com-
mon people.

If the BJP truly
cares about citizens,
it should first remove
the tax on insurance
premiums  imposed
during its tenure, he
added.

“The government’s
primary responsibility
is to strengthen health-
care  infrastructure
and reduce citizens'
medical expenses, not
to tax essential servic-
es such as health and
life insurance,” Yadav
said, adding that the
public should not have
to bear the cost of the
government’s failure
to perform its duty.

Accusing the BJP of
treating citizens as
“customers”, the Sama-
jwadi Party chief said,
“Its mindset is purely
commercial, focused
on profit rather than
public welfare.”

Yadav realfirmed his
party’s commitment
to protecting the in-
terests of Indian poli-
cyholders.

Kumbh tradition of her
family.

“One gets attached
to the camp, the mela
place that was filled
with a sea of people till
yesterday wears a deso-
late look. From humans
everywhere to just a few
dotting the landscape. Tt
feels unusual and some-
times eerie, this dramat-
ic change,” she told PTL

Her husband Niranjan
Lal, a lawyer, and their
family ‘panda’ Shamb-
hunath ~ Sharma also
watched the onee-vi-
brant camp being dis-
mantled, sharing her
sentiments.

“You move your eyes
and see how the place
has changed overnight,
literally. The tent ecity,

temple replica, health
camps all getting over
as people return to their
homes. These lands, in
a few months, will host
farmers who will grow
vegetables hers,” Shar-
ma said.

In the late afternoon,
work to dismantle a rep-
lica of the iconic Tiru-
pati temple of Andhra
Pradesh also began.

Some visitors tried to
catch a glimpse of the
temple replica or cap-
ture a few photos on the
phone as workers slowly
dissembled the replica.

Gautam Das, a crafts-
man who worked on
preparing the replica
made of fibre and oth-
er material, said it was
transported in  pieces

from Hyderabad and as-
sembled at the mela site.
The replica of the
famous south TIndian
temple is a striking one
with 12 columns in
‘mandapam’, a ‘garb gri
ha', and an ornamental
dome on top bearing a
golden hue,

An oimamental post
(‘dhwaja  stambham’),
and ornate gateway or
‘gopuram’ are part of the
replica.

‘Netra Kumbh’, a mega
eye camp that began a
week before the Kumbh
Mela started, is attend-
ing to a large group of
patients before closing
the doors late evenin
on Wednesday, extend-
ing a day beyond its des-
ignated closure day.

CM Dhami provides appointment letters to 126 newly
selected Gram Panchayat Development Officers

Uttarakhand Chief Minis

ter Pushkar Singh Dhami
on Thwsday provided
appointment  letters to
126 newly appointed
Gram Panchayat Devel-
opment Officers under
the Panchayati Raj De-
partment at the Mukhya
Sewak Sadan located at
the Chief Minister's res-
idence.

In the last three and
a half years, more than
20 thousand youth have
been given jobs in gov-
ernment services in the

state.
The Chief Minister

congratulated all the
candidates and said that
this day has brought
a new chapter in your
life. He expressed hope
that the newly selected
candidates will work
towards ensuring the
overall development of
villages by becoming
an integral part of the
‘most important unit of
democracy, the Gram
Panchayat.
“Development of vil-
lages is necessary for
the overall development
of the state. The role of a
Gram Panchayat Devel-
opment Officer is very

important in the devel-
opment of villages,” CM
Dhami said.

The Chief Minister
said that the counlry’s
strictest  anti-copying
law has been imple-
mented in the state.
“Strict  provisions  of

unishment and fine

ave been made in this
law. When a hardwork-
ing and honest person
attains a position on the
basis of his dedication
and hard work, he un-
derstands the pain and
problems of the com-
mon people and does his
work honestly,” he said.
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US attempts to
sow discord
between China,
Russia 'doomed
to fail': Chinese
official

Karachi:
As Washington and Mos-
cow advance talks to im-
prove bilateral relations,
China on Thursday said
any US “attempts” to
sow discord between
China and Russia will be
futile, Chinese state me-
dia reported.

In response to media
inquiries over US Sec-
retary of State Marco
Rubio's concerns about
China-Russia relations
in an interview, Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Lin Jian
said the relationship be-
tween Moscow and Bei-
jing is not influenced by
any third party.

The development
strategies and foreign
policies of China and Rus-
sia are long-term, and no
matter how the interna-
tional situation changes,
China-Russia  relations
will continue to progress,
the spokesman said. The
US' attempt to sow dis-
cord between China and
Russia is completely fu-
tile, he added.

Rubio, in an interview
with Breitbard News,
said closer ties between
China and Russia could
pose a problem for the
Us.

US President Donald
Trump’s recent advance
of negotiations  with
Russia has been seen by
some analysts as an at-
tempt to split Moscow
from Beijing.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping and his Russian
counterpart  Vladimir
Putin declared a “no
limits” partnership days
before the 2022 Ukraine
war.

BUSINESS
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Trump administration says it's cutting

Washington:

e Trump admin-
istration said it is
eliminating more

than go per cent of the
US Agency for Interna-
tional  Development's
foreign aid contracts and
USD 60 billion in overall
US assistance around
the world, putting num-
bers on its plans to elim-
inate the majority of US
development and hu-
manitarian help abroad.

The cuts detailed
by the administration
would leave few surviv-
ing USAID projects for
advocates to try to save
in what are ongoing
court battles with the
administration.

The Trump admin-
istration outlined its
plans in both an internal
memo obtained by The
Associated Press and fil-
ings in one of those fed-
eral lawsuits Wednes-
day.

The Supreme Court
intervened in that case
late Wednesday and
temporarily blocked a
court order requiring

the administration to re-
lease billions of dollars
in foreign aid by mid-
night.

Wednesday's  disclo-
sures also give an idea of
the scale of the admin-
istration's retreat from
US aid and development
assistance overseas, and
from decades of US pol-
iey that foreign aid helps
US interests by stabilis-

ing other countries and
economies and building
alliances.

he memo said of-
ficials were “clearing
significant waste stem-
ming from decades
of institutional drift.”
More changes are
planned in how USAID
and the State Depart-
ment deliver foreign as-
sistance, it said, “to use

90 of USAID foreign aid

taxpayer dollars wisely
to advance American in-
terests.”

President Donald
Trump and ally Elon
Musk have hit foreign
aid harder and faster
than almost any other
target in their push to
cut the size of the fed-
eral government. Both
men say USAID projects
advance a liberal agenda

Israel says IDF won't withdraw from

Khan Younis:
Israel will not withdraw
from a strategic corridor
in the Gaza Strip as called
for by the ceasefire, an
official said Thursday. Is-
rael's refusal could spark
a crisis with Hamas an
key mediator Egypt at a
sensitive moment for the
fragile truce.

The official, speak-
ing on condition of an-
onymity in line with
regulations, said Israeli
forces needed to re-
main in the so-called
Philadelphi  corridor,

RS

on the Gaza side of the
border with Egypt, to
prevent weapons smug-

ing.
The official spoke
hours after Hamas re-

leased the remains of
four hostages in ex-
change for over 600
Palestinian  prisoners,
the last planned swap
of the ceasefire's first

phase, which ends this
weekend. Talks over
the second and more
difficult stage have yet
to begin.

Israel was supposed
to begin withdrawing
from the Philadelphi
corridor on Saturday,
the last day of the first
phase, and complete it
within eight days.

Much could hinge on
a visit by US President
Donald Trump's Mid-
east envoy, Steve Witk-
off, who is expected in
the region in the com-

contracts

Taiwan condemns China
for conducting shooting
drills off its coast

Taipei:

The cuts detailed by
the administration
would leave few sur-
viving USAID projects
for advocates to try
to save in what are
ongoing court battles
with the administra-
tion.

and are a waste of mon-
ey.
Trump on January 20
ordered what he said
would be a go-day pro-
gramme-by-programme
review of which foreign
assistance programmes
deserved to continue,
and cut off all foreign
assistance funds almost
overnight.

The funding freeze
has stopped thousands
of US-funded pro-
grammes abroad, and
the administration and
Musk's Department of
Government  Efficien-
cy teams have pulled
the majority of USAID
staff off the job through
forced leave and firings.

Taiwan on Thursday
condemned China's
military exercises af-
ter Beijing designat-
ed an area to conduct
shooting drills off the
self-governed island's
southwest coast.

China considers the
island a renegade prov-
ince to be taken by
force if necessary and
in recent years has in-
creased military activ-
ity around Taiwan's
waters and airspace.

“China is the biggest
troublemaker for re-
gional peace and sta-
bility, and the sole and
greatest threat to peace
and stability in the Tai-
wan Strait and the In-
do-Pacific region,” Tai-
wan's Foreign Ministry
id in its statement.
Taiwan's Defence
Ministry said in a 24-
hour period it detected
45 aircraft, 14 navy ves-
sels and one ship from
the Chinese military
operating around Tai-
wan, of which 34 had
crossed into its waters
and airspace.

Taiwan said that it
“responded according-
ly” without elaborat-

ing.

This comes after
Taiwan said four Chi-
nese coast guard boats
entered into its wa-
ters near Kinmen is-
land earlier this week,
and that Taiwan dis-
patched its own boats
to drive them away.

Xinhua, China's
state-run news agency,
reported that senior
Chinese official Wang
Huning during an an-
nual meeting about
Taiwan had called for
China to take the ini-
tiative in cross-strait
relations and push
toward the “reunifi-
cation of the mother-
land.”

Taiwan this week also
said it caught a Chi-
nese-owned vessel sev-
ering an undersea cable
and detained the ship.
Beijing has accused Tai-
wan of exaggerating the
situation before facts
have been clarified in
an attempt at “political
manipulation.”

Gaza's Philadelphi corridor

ing days.

There was no imme-
diate comment from
Hamas or Egypt.

But in a statement
earlier on Thursday,
the militant group said
the only way for Israel
to secure the release
of dozens of hostages
still held in Gaza was
through  negotiations
and adhering to the
ceasefire agreement.

Remains of four hos-
tages are identified

The remains released
Thursday were con-

firmed to be those of
Ohad Yahalomi, Itzhak
Elgarat, Shlomo Man-
tzur and Tsachi Idan,
according to the Hos-
tages and Missing Fam-
ilies Forum, which rep-
resents families of the
captives.

Mantzur, 85, was
killed in Hamas' Oct. 7,
2023, attack that trig-
gered the war, and his
body was taken into
the territory. The oth-
er three were abducted
alive and the circum-
stances  surrounding

their deaths were not
known.

"Our hearts ache upon
receiving the bitter
news," Israeli President
Isaac Herzog said. "In
this painful moment,
there is some solace in
knowing that they will
be laid to rest in dignity
in Israel.”

French President Em-
manuel Macron said he
shared the "immense
pain" of the family and
loved ones of Yahalomi,
who had French citi-
zenship.

Auxilo registers 98% y-o-y Growth in
Overseas Education Loans in Delhi-NCR

Auxilo Finserve, the lead-
ing education finance
NBFC, has registered a
98% year-on-year growth
from Delhi NCR in the
last 3 years. The company
is also focussing on in-
creasing its team strength
in Delhi NCR to meet the
growing demand and fa-
cilitate faster processing
of loans.

Speakingon thelaunch
of the new branch, Shwe-
ta Guru, CBO — Overseas
Loans, Auxilo informs
“As planned, Auxilo will
launch multiple touch-
pointsand also strength-
en the team size in the
coming quarters to fur-
ther boost our efficiency
and reach. We have also
invested in a specialized
support team to offer
personalised  support
to students throughout
their education journey,
and in advanced tech-
nologies for faster pro-
cessing of loans”.

The company has
opened 2 new touch-
points to cater to the in-
creasing demands from
Jaipur and Chandigarh.

“In the last few years,
we have witnessed an ex-

ponential y-o-y growth
in student numbers for
overseas education, es-
pecially from semi-ur-
ban locations” informed
Ms. Guru

As per industry re-
ports, over 1.3 million
Indian students trav-
elled to overseas desti-
nations to pursue higher
education in 2024, indi-
cating a strong growth
from 7,50,000 students
in 2023.

Auxilo provides loans
ranging from 35 Lakhs
to 1 crore for overseas
education. As per data,
the top courses preferred
by Indian students are
Master in Computer Sci-
ence, Master in Infor-
mation Systems, Master
in Business Administra-
tion, Master in Business
Analytics, and Master
in Data Science among
others.

Sonowal Launches Consortium
to Boost India's Port Footprint

Mumbai:

nion Minis-

ter  Sarbananda

Sonowal on Mon-
day launched a consor-
tium consisting of India
Ports Global, Sagar Mala
Development Company
and India Port Rail and
Ropeway Corporation to
expand their maritime
footprint and strength-
en supply chains, among
others.

In addition to this,
Sonowal, who is the
Minister for Ports, Ship-
ping and Waterways,
also rolled out a slew of
other initiatives includ-
ing 'One Nation-One
Port Process (ONOP)' to
standardise and stream-
line operations across
India's major ports, the
Logistics Port Perfor-
mance Index (LPPI)
Sagar Ankalan for FY
2023-24 and MAITRI
(Master  Application
for International Trade
and Regulatory Inter-
face) APP during a post-

Budget industry stake-
holders meeting here.

suring that‘yo-u have the
right policies, the right

Along with this, he financing, and the right
also 1 hed the Na- envi to thrive,"
tional Centre of Excel- the minister said.

lence in Green Port and
Shipping  (NCoEGPS)
website.

"India's Blue Econ-
omy is not just about
ships and ports - it's
about jobs, trade, sus-
tainability, and eco-
nomic growth. There is
immense potential, and
we are committed to en-

He said, "We are not
just aiming to be a top
10 shipbuilding nation
by 2030, we are aiming
to create an ecosystem
that is world-class, effi-
cient, and future-ready."

By developing robust
port infrastructure, the
Bharat Global Ports
Consortium  initiative

will  streamline logis-
tics, strengthen supply
chains, and support the
"Make in India' initia-
tive by boosting exports,
Sonowal said.

Bringing together the
three different entities -
1PGL, which is into ports
operation, (operations),
SDCL (finance), and
IPRCL  (infrastructure
development), the con-
sortium will drive port
expansion, operations,
and financing to posi-

tion India as a key play-
er in international trade
and logistics, the Minister
said.

He said that by focusing
on efficiency, innovation,
and global collaboration,
the consortium aims to
improve trade connectiv-
ity and enhance India's
economic footprint.

"This initiative un-
derscores India's com-
mitment to maritime
excellence and economic
resilience on the glob-
al stage, maintained,"
Sonowal added.

Stating that his minis-
try's latest initiatives are
aligned with the vision
of a Viksit Bharat, driv-
ing self-reliance, sustain-
ability, and economic
growth, the Minister
said that with the launch
of 'One Nation - One
Port' Process and Sagar
Ankalan - LPPI Index,
India is taking a decisive
step towards standard-
ised, efficient, and glob-
ally competitive ports.

Sebi Sets Rules for Specialized Investment Funds (SIFs)

New Delhi:

Markets watchdog Sebi

on Thursday came out
with a regulatory frame-
work for Specialized In-
vestment Funds (SIFs)
requiring a  minimum
investment of Rs 10 lakh
across all strategies.

The new framework
will be applicable from
April 1, the Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) said in its
circular.

The SIF has been in-
troduced to bridge the
gap between mutual
funds and PMS in terms
of portfolio flexibility.
Under the framework,
investors are required to
invest at least Rs 10 lakh

across all SIF strategies.
‘This rule does not apply
to accredited investors.

Investors can use SIP,
SWP, and STP, but total
investments must re-

main above Rs 10 lakh.
If the investment value
falls below this thresh-
old due to market de-
cline, the investor can
only redeem the full re-

maining amount.

Investors cannot in-
vest more than 20 per
cent (AAA-rated), 16
per cent (AA-rated), or
12 per cent (A-rated and
below) in one company's
debt securities.

Further, they cannot
invest more than 25 per
cent of net asset value
(NAV) in any single sec-
tor.

With regards to eli-
gibility, Sebi said that
registered mutual fund
can establish an SIF if it
meets the eligibility cri-
teria through one of the
two routes.

The Route 1 requires
the mutual fund to have
been in operation for at

léast three years with
an average Asset Under
Management (AUM) of
at least Rs 10,000 crore
over the last three years.
Additionally, there
should be no action tak-
en or initiated against
the sponsor or AMC in
the past three years.

The alternate route
requires the AMC to ap-
point a Chief Investment
Officer (CIO) for the SIF,
who has at least 10 years
of fund management ex-
perience and has man-
aged an average AUM of
at least Rs 5,000 crore.
It must also appoint an
additional Fund Man-
ager with at least three
years of fund manage-

ment experience and an
average AUM of at least
Rs 500 crore.

Similar to Route 1, no
action should have been
initiated or taken against
the sponsor or AMC in
the last three years. The
AMC is allowed to share

operational resourc-
es between the mutual
fund and SIF.

Additionally, a regis-
tered mutual fund must
apply for Sebi's prior ap-
proval before establish-
ing an SIF.

Sebi said that SIFs can
take up to 25 per cent
exposure in derivatives
for purposes other than
hedging. Further, offset-
ting of derivative posi-

tions on the same secu-
rity is allowed in certain
cases.

Funds can have differ-
ent subscription (buy-
in) and redemption
(withdrawal) frequen-
cies. Redemptions may
require a notice peri-
od of a maximum of 15
working days.

Closed-ended and in-
terval funds must be list-
ed on stock exchanges.

Funds with non-daily
redemption will be con-
sidered "Interval Invest-
ment Strategies". Funds
will follow a single-tier
benchmark like Nifty
50, BSE 100 for equity
and debt indices for debt
funds.

India Domestic
Air Traffic Up
11% in January

New Delhi:
Domestic air traffic grew
11.28 per cent to 1.46
crore in January com-
pared to the year-ago
period, according to offi-
cial data.

IndiGo saw its market
share climb to 65.2 per
cent while that of Air
India Group declined to
25.7 per cent last month.

Akasa Air and Spice-
Jet saw their respective
market share increased
to 4.7 per cent and 3.2
per cent.

"Passengers carried by
domestic airlines dur-
ing January 2025 were
146.11 lakh as against
131.30 lakh during the
corresponding period of
the previous year there-
by registering an annual
growth of 11.28 per cent
and monthly growth of
11.28 per cent," DGCA
said on Thursday.

Last month, the over-
all cancellation rate of
scheduled domestic air-
lines stood at 1.62 per
cent, with the highest
cancellation rate for Fly
Big at 17.74 per cent fol-
lowed by Flyg1 (5.09 per
cent) and Alliance Air
(4.35 per cent).

The data released by
the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) showed that
IndiGo recorded the
highest On Time Per-
formance (OTP) at 75.5
per cent while that of
Akasa Air stood at 71.5
per cent in January.

Air India Group's
OTP was at 69.8 per
cent, Alliance Air at
57.6 per cent and Spice-
Jet at 54.8 per cent.

The OTP is computed
for six metro airports
--  Bangalore, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Chennai and Kolkata.

In January, flight
cancellations  impact-
ed 41,119 passengers
and airlines shelled out
Rs 46.46 lakh towards
compensation and fa-
cilities.
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“ and fack of sup-
port for Root [

cost England,
says Jos Buttler

Pakistan’s Champions Trophy campaign ends on winless note

Rawalpindi
akistan’s campaign in the
Champions Trophy ended ana
winless note after their match
against Bangladesh was called

offwithout a ball being bowled due toin-

cessant ram here on Thursday.

The match was effectively a dead-rub-
ber, with both teams already out ofcon-
tention after failing to secure a win in
their two previous matehes. Pakistan,
hosting an 1CC tournament for the first
time in 29 vears, had hoped fora strong
finish but ended their disastrous cam-
paign without a victory.

Persistent downpour left the ground
soaked. with covers in place and puddles
forming sround the field. With weath-
ernot improving, match officials called
off the game nearly two hours after the
scheduled start time. The gloomy weath-
erprevented even the toss from taking
place.

Asaresult, the two teams shared one
point each, though both Pakistan and
Bangladesh finished the tournament
winless.

Thisisthe second mateh in Rawalpin-
di 1o be called off without a ball being
bowled, following the washout between
South Africa and Australia earlier this
week.

The rain-induced abandonment left
the home fans frustrated, as they hoped
for play at the Rawalpindi Cricket Sta-

Pietersen joins
Delhi Capitals
as mentor

New Delhi

dium.
Pakistan have faced critivism for their
paorshowing in the tournament, hav-
ing suffered defeats to New Zealand (by
60 runs) and India (by six wickets).
“We wanted to do well and perform
well in front of our nation. The expec-

¢ very high. We didn't perform
well and it is disappointing for us,”
Palistan captain Mohammad Rizwan
said.

Reflecting on the road ahead, Rizwan
said: “You can learn from your mistakes.
We have made mistukes in the last few

Afghanistan shift focus to
Australia after England victory,
says coach Jonathan Trott

Lahore

After registerng a win over England at
the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore on
Wednesday, Afghanistan head coach
Jonathan Trott said that his team's fo-
cus will now shift to their next gamse
against Australia on Friday at the same
venue,

Afghanistan havea chance to quali-
fy for the semi-final stage in back-to-
back 10C Men's limited-overs tourna-
ments,

Having shocked the world in last
year's 1CC Men's Tzo World an.
Trott's side are now just one win awa
from reaching the final four yet again.

Ttis why he ensured that celebrations
folls g their win against England

Former England captain Kevin
Pietersen was on Thursday ap-
pointed mentor of Delhi Capitals
ahead of the upcoming 1PL season.

The 44-vear-old thus returns to
the side he captained in 2014.

This marks Pietersen’s first
coaching assignment in the TPL,
where he featured in as a player
from 2009 to 2016.

“I'm 50 excited to come home to
Delhi! 1 have the fondest memories
of my time with Delhi. I love the
city, 1 love the fans and Tl do
everything I can to support the
franchise in our uest for the title
in 2025, wrote Pietersen on X,

Aveteran of 200 T20s w
runs, Pietersen appeared in
matches scoring 1001 Tuns across
his stints- with Delhi Capitals, Roy-
al Challengers Bengaluru, Sunris-
ers Hyderabad, and the Pune fran-
chise.

At DC he will join Hemang
Badani, who was named head
coach in October last year, assistant
coach Matthew Mott, bowling
coach Munaf Patel and director of
cricket Venugopal Rao.

DC have never won the IPL title,
they reached the final in 2020
where they lost Mumbai Indians.

They finished sixth in the previ-
ous edition, following which they
let go of their skipper Rishabh
Pant. They retained Axar Patel,
Kuldeep Yadav, Tristan Stubbs and
Abishek Porel.

At the auction last year, DC went
inwith the biggest purse and added
KL Rahul. Harry Brook. Faf du
Plessis and Mitchell Stare to their

r changes
to their conc ing stafl ahead of
the new season.

T brought in former India
r Badani as head coach in
pl:mc of legendary Australian crick-
eter Ricky Ponting, while dlso re-
placing Australia’s James Hopes
with ex-India pacer and mentber of
the 2011 World Cup-winning
squad, Munaf, as their bowling
coach.

Delhi Capitals will open their
IPL campaign against Lucknow
Super Giants (LSG) in Visakhap-
atnam on March 24.

weze only short-lived.

“I'm going to make sure when they
wike up tomortow, they enjoy tonight,
(but) wake up tomorrow ready for
Australia. Assoon as they wake up to-
marrow, the focus is on Australia," he

been in the game each of those games.
So, we should take a lot of confidence
from that. And I think certainly what
happened in the Warld Cup, T20 World
Cup, and | say this 1o the players as well,
that Afghanistan's never going to be tak-
en lightly ever again. I see every game
that we play is going to be competitive
and every gamewe go into | expect to
win, he added.

Trott has overseen Afghanistan’s
rise to cricketing pmminmce first-
lmnd. crediting the team's increasing re-

told the media after their nail-biting vie-
tory over the English as quoted by
ICC.

Tt is why he ensured that celebrations
following their win against England
were only short-lived.

"Australia aren't going to take us
lightly. So, we've got tobe prepared. In
the past, perhaps people would have
seen the fixture and thought it was alit-
tle bit easier than playing a historic Test
nation. But in this format. in these con-
ditions, I don't see that.," the former
England player continued.

"Since I've been coach we've played
against Australia three times and we've

1 ability to compete with the
m:

wﬂﬂd s top

"There's aresilience to them. T think
if you acld to some enicketing experience
and ericketing match awareness with
regards to batting in particular, with re-
gards to howyou pace the innings .. it's
notahways down to one person. We saw
Tbrahim, the way that he's done today,
we've seen Gurbaz do'it in the past ... we
have Gulbadinat eight at the moment,
whocan comein and change games. So
that self-belief is important and it
starts within, but it's also quite infec-
tious and it spreads within the squad,”
he said.

games. Hopefully. we can learn from
these.

“We are next going to New Zealand
and, hopefilly, we can paform there
and the mistakes that we did against
New Zealand here in Pakistan, we can
Jearn from that. And we will do better in

1.”"We put a lot of pressure

Mahmood, who h
tributed his team’s poor show in the
towrnament to injuries to key players,
and the fact that the tewm took too much
pressure against India.

“We haven't played well in this tour-
nament. We have played good cricket in
this format, but in the tournament it has
ot gotve well becanse of mjuries. Against
India, we put i lot of pressure on our-
selves,” he said.

“We know whene we need w im-
prove. Itis all about adapting and tak-
ing responsibility. The results have also
been a surprise for us,” he added.

The former Test all-rounder said that
the people need to keep faith in the play-
s,

“We have to stick with the talent we
identify for it W come good over the
months,” said Mahmood.

Pakistan had lost two top players —
Fakhar Zaman and Saim Ayub — to in-
juries, affecting their campaign.

“The guy who has been performing
from the last few months in Australia,
South Africa, Zimbabwe... the team
was combined and then suddenly when
someone is injured, theteam will be dis-
turbed,” added Rizwan.

“As acaptain, you can look forward to
that as well. One side you can say that

the team is disturbed, but this is no ex-
cuse, Yes, Fakhar Zaman and Saim
Awub were injured, but we will leam
from this,” the captain added.

“We are all very disappointed. Weare
all here for the nation, Pakistan is our
priority and the expectation from
very high. We are upset and weare ac
cepting that we didnt do well, Hopefully,
we will do more hard work and come-
back,” added Rizwan.

Much to reflect for Bangladesh

Bangladesh, who also ended their
tournament winless, will return home
with much toreflect on after losing o In-
clia by six wickets and New Zealand by
five wickets.

“1 wm very disappointed. We really
wanted toplay this match, but can’t do
anything about the weather. The way we
held the game for long periods was
wvery inspiring for us in the fwo match-
es,” Bangladesh eaptain,
sain Shanto said.

“We hope we can learn from our
mistakes, We will make a proper plan
and execute the plan.” Talking about
their bowling unit, Shanto said: “We
have always struggled with our fast
bowling unit, but in the last few years a
lot of fast bowlers are coming through.

“Some of the fast bowlers hack home
aredoing very well. The likes of Taskin,
Rana coming in. Fizz isthere. We have
a very good bowling attack

Aditya Sarwate leads Kerala's reply
against Vidarbha in Ranji Trophy final

Nagpur
Aditya Sarwate’s unbeaten 66 an-
chored Kerala's reply as the visitors
reached 131/ at stumps on the second
day of the Ranji Trophy final, after re-
stricting hosts Vidarbha to 379 in the
first innings on Thursday.

Doughty Kerala fought all day long
to keep the game interestingly poised
as they trailed by another 248 runs in
the first innings, riding on local star
Sarwate’s fine knock after their bowlers
did not allow Vidarbha to post a huge
total in the first essay.

Vidarbha had set sights on a total
around 450 after reaching 254/4 an the
opening day, but Kerala fought back in-
credibly well to keep the hosts under
400 which featured a career-best 153
from Danish Malewar and Karun Nair's
6.

Kerala, whohad ended the opening
day's play with the vital dismissal of
Karun Nair(86), remained persistent
throughout the first session on the sec-
ond day as their seamers MD Nidheesh
(4/61), Eden Apple Tom (3/102) and
NM Basil (2/60) produced a unified
show.

Basil snuck one through the gap
between Malewar's bat and pads for the
first breakthrough, ending the No 4
batter's charge at 153 off 285 balls with
15 fours and three sixes.

But perhaps the biggest break-
throughs of the day came for Kerala
when Eden had Vidarbha's red-hot
form batter Yash Rathod caught inthe
slips for a mere three.

Without much pace on the delivery,
Eden got the ball to straighten up

Afghanistan, Australia, and South Africa
in fierce battle for semi-final spot

Lahore
Afghanistan's win over England at the
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore on
Wednesday has put the H il
Shahidi-led side in contention for the
semi-final spot from Group B along
with Australia-and South Africa.

While India and New Zealand have
heen confirmed as semi-finalists from
Group A, the hunt for a final-four spet
in Group Bis set to go right down to
the wire.

In a must-win contest for both
teams, Afghanistan edged out England
by eight runs in Lahore. The result
means Jos Buttler and co are now of-
fdally ott of contention fora semi-fi-
nal spot.

However, for Afghanistan, a ticket
to the final four hasn't been punched
yet. They will join Australia and South
Africa, who split puints after a washout
on Tuesday, in a final push for the
knockouts.

We take a look at how each of the
three teams can confirma place inthe
sermis:

Afghanistan:

Despite a win against England,
Afghanistan sit third in Group B, lag-
ging behind Australia and South Africa

by apoint. The Hashmatullah Shahi
di-led side are at a crossroads with
Australia as the two teams prepare for
a virtual quarter-final on Fridayin La-
hore. A win for Afghanistan will be
enough to seal a spot in the semi-fi-
nals,

Australia:

While a win will also confirm Aus-
tralia'’s qualification for the semi-finals.
having a point in hand over
Afghanistan means Steve Smith and co
will go through even ifthe game does-
n't take place owing to a washout, as

was the case for their fixture against
South Africa.

South Africa: A win against Eng-
land in their final group-stage fixture
will be enough to see the Proteas
through.

Sauth Africa can also progress if
they lose against England and Aus-
tralia defeat Afghanistan. However, if
England win their final game and
Afghanistan beat Australia, then the

¢as wi inatight NRR contest
with the Aussies, depending on their
final results.

enough to eateh the shoulder of the bat
which langled in the hands of the field-
erat the first slip.

Vidarbha skipper Akshay Wadkar's
(23) resistance did not last long when
his charge against Eden’s delivery out-
side off, took an edge and keeper Mo-
hammed Azharuddeen did the rest.

To their credit, Vidarbha's tail con-
sisting Akshiay Karnewar (12), Harsh
Dubey (12 niot out) and Nachiket Bhute
(32) did well to drag them as far as 379.

It was imperative for Vidarbha to
strike with the new ball and Darshan
Nalkande (2/22) provided two early
wickets, cleaning up both the Kerala
apencrs Akshay Chandran (14) and Ro-
han Kunnummal (0) to reduce Kerala
toa precanious 14/2.

But Sarwate, who was once a vital
cog in Vidarbha's line-up and was a
member of their two-time title winning,
campaigns in 2017-18 and 2018-19,
stood against his former side tolead a
strong reply for Kerala.

The 35-vear-old Sarwate, who had

switched from Vidarbha to Kerala af-
ter the last Ranji Trophy season, bat-
tled hard toreach 66mot out from 120
balls with 10 fours and remained sto-
iceven as there were challenges along
the way.

Sarwate also had luck on his side
when Vidarbha did not opt for a
caught-behind appeal from skipper
Wadkar in the 25th over. The replays
showed the ball had brushed Sar-
wate’s gloves.

The left-handed Sarwate put on 93
for the third wicket with Ahammed Im-
ran (47 off 83 balls, 3x4s), who too had
a reprieve early on when he was batting
on nine. Bhute's delivery, angling
across the left-handed Imran sur-
prised the batter with some bounce as
it took the edge and flew towards the
first slip. But substitute fielder Athar-
va Taide, at second slip, went for the
catch and spilled it.

If Vidarbha were left to rue their mis-
takes, they did not fail in breaking the
partnership when Yash Thakur (1/45)
dismissed Imran ate in the da

Taving seen the batter mis
shot, Thakur got another substitute
fielder Aman Mokhade at midwicket
and lured Imrun to play it again. The
batter obliged. with another mishit,
which resulted in the third success of
the innings for Vidarbha,

Brief scores: Vidarbha 379 in 1231
overs (Danish Malewar 153, Karun
Nair 86; MD Nidheesh 3/61, Eden Ap-
ple Tom 3/101, NM Basil 2/60) lead
Kerala 131/3 in 39 overs (Aditya Sar-
wate 66°, Ahammed Imran 37; Dar-
shan Nalkande 2/22) by 248 runs.

Gujarat Giants win toss, opt to bowl
against Royal Challengers Bengaluru

Bengaluu
Gujarat Giants captain Ashleigh
Gardner won the toss and opted to
bowl against Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru (RCB) on Thursday in the
Women's Premier League (WPL) at
the M Chinnaswamy Stadium.

Gujarat Giants captain Ashleigh
Gardnersaid, "We are going to bowl
first. Chasing seems to be easier
throughout the competition. Hope-
fully we'll be able to take carly wick-
ets, We q)ﬂLe about the powerplay.
« done a reasonable
jab. it's about talking to
individuals. Results kind of take care
of themselves. One change. Hema
comes in.”

(‘amain of RCB, Swriti Mandhana
said, "We would }nwlnwzd ta ch1~t~
as well. We've beenreally close in the
last two games while defendmg It's
very hard to Jose close games. As a
ulphnn you'd want to lose close
games than one-sided. Fans are al-
ways our strength. Prema comes
backn."

1f RCB wins this game, they will
have six points and will egual table
toppers Mumbai Indians, and Delhi
Capitals, who are placed second.

Gujarat Giants' form have not been
up to the mark, they are at the hottom

with only one win, and have lost
three games. They need to up their
sleeves,

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(Playing XT): Smriti Mandhana(c),
Danielle Wyati-Hodge, s
Richa Ghosh{w), Raghvi Bist, Kani-
ka Ahuja, Georgin Warcham, Sneh
Rana, Kim Garth, Prema Rawat,
Renuka Singh Thakur

Gujarat Giants (Playing XI):
Beth Mooney(w), Harleen Deol,
Phoebe  Litchfield, Dayalan
Hemalatha, Ashleigh Gardner(c),
Rashvee Gautam, Deandra Dottin,
Meghna Singh, Tanuja Kanwar, Priya
Mishra, Bharti Fulmali.
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We struggled to
impose our
game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
Jos Buttler

Sports Minister launches special capacity building
course to develop more home-grown coaches

W The course has been designed and developed for athletes who are currently employed and serving in various central gov-
ernment or autonomous departments, organisations under central government or Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs).

New Delhi

ports Minister Mansukh Man-

daviya on Thursday launched

a special capacity building

course in collaboration with
Netaji Subhas National Institute of
Sports, Patiala for current and former
elite sports persons in an effortto help
India produce more home-grown
coaches and officials.

The course has been designed and
developed for athletes who are cur-
rently employed and serving in vari-
ous Lenlml gn\-ernmcnt or au-

ions
under central government or Public
Sector Undertakings (PSUs),

The eligibility eriteria for this course
ipation or medal winner in

ympics, World Championships,
Asian Games , Commonwealth Games.

The medal winners of Youth
Olympies, Junior Warld Champi-
onship. World University Games, sen-
ior National Championship and Na-
tional Games can enroll for the course.

The educational qualification re-
quired is minimum graduation or

Liverpool clinching
title at home to
Arsenal the most
enticing scenario

England

Liverpool's march towards the Pre-
mier League title could culminate
with a win over closest rivals Arsenal
at Anfield on May 10 in the most tan-
talising of the possible scenarios.
Arne Slot's men climbed 13 points
clear at the top with their 2-0 victo-
ry over Newcastle United on
‘Wednesday, and statisticians Opta
have made Liverpool champions-
elect with a g8.7% chance of winning
the league, with Arsenal at 1.3%.
No team have been so far ahead at
this stage of the seasonand not won
the title going back to the beginning
of llnghh top-flight football in 1888~

i]m however, does nat dare get
ahead of himself, saying after
Wednesday's win: “Tt is still a long
way to go, 10 games. In March we
only play one Premier League game,
$0 we are not focused on the long

term,

If Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta sees
the writing on the wall, heis not say-
ing so, telling reporters before
Wednesday's scoreless draw with
Nottingham Forest that he would
concede the title “over my dead
body.”

Liverpool could have locked up the
title sooner but, as Slot mentioned,
because of the international break
plus two Champions League last-16
games against Paris St Germain and
the League Cup final versus New-
castle, they have only one league
game in March.

Seven more wins would seal a sec-
ond Premier League title for Slot's
team and their 20th in top-flight
football overall. Sixof their final 10
games are in their home eauldron of
Anfield.

Other potential scenarios have
Liverpool clinching the title on April
5 versus Fulham, but that would re-
qum- them winning theirnext three

matches and Arsenal, who have a
game in hand. losing their next four.

Liverpool could also claim the
crown at liome to Tottenham Hot-
spur on Apnl 26 or on May 3 at
Chelsea.

They became the first team in Pre-
mier League history to clinch the ti-
tle with seven games to go in 2019«
20

equivalent degree from any recog-
nized university in India.
The course consists of four certifi-
cation levels -~ foundation, pre-in-
termediate, intermediate and ad-
vaneed certificate.

-

“We are suffering from a erisis of
coaches, referees and trainers, so to
bridge that | am starting a special ca-
pacity building course and give them
o six week cowrse. If they pass this
course, some will become coaches;

Shaurya Bhattacharya fires 61 to move
five shots clear at the top on day three

Naya Raipur
DPelhi golfer Shaurya Bhattacharya
fired a superb eight-under 61, which
moved him five shots clearat the top on
day three of the Rs one crore Chhat-
tisgarh Open here on Thursday.

Bhattacharya (f4-61-61), winner on
the PGTTin his rookie season last year,
has a total of 21-under 186 over three
days and moved one spot from his
overnight tied-second position.

Sri Lankan N Thangaraja (66-63-6:2)
shota 62 that propelled him 13 spots to
tied-second place at 16-under 291,

Khalin Joshi{64-60-67), thehalfway
Ieader, returned athird round of 67 to
stay in contention as he shared the see-
ond place with Thangaraja.

Sixteen-year-old rookie S. Manoj
(65) of Bengalurn, playing only his
third professional event. was ln>d fouith

well here. I'm carrying the confidence
from my victory last year.

“Twiltlook tocontinue what I did in
the first three rounds. | just want to

at 15-under 192 along with I
based Abhinay Lohan (64) and Ben-
galuru's M Dharma (66) at the Fainway
Golf & Lake Resort.

Bhattacharya, 22, the 2024 PGTI
Emerging Plyer of the Year, hada qui-
et front-nine where he sank three
birdies in exchange fora bogey.

Haowever, the Delhi golfer hit his
stride on the back-nine where he col-
lected six birdies.

Bhattacharya, the overwhelming
favourite to win the title, said, “Thit my
approaches really well today and that's
exactly what you need on this course.
Tdidn't have a great start to the season
so I'm looking forward to finishing

Keep the going
my gameplan,” Bhattacharva added.

Thangaraja mixed nine birdies with
twa bogeys on a day he landed most of
his shots within seven feet of the pin.
The Sri Lankan, who won his last title
in 2023, will be among the contenders
on the final day.

Khalin, a winner of six titles incld-
ing one on the international stage,
kept himself in the fray with a 67 that
featured five birdies and three bogeys.

Among the prominent names,
Uidayan Mane (64) was tied seventh at
14-under 193 while Om Prakash
Chotthan (65) was tied 24th at 10-un-
der197.

some will become referees, and they
can be utilized in different sport-re-
lated work,” Mandaviya said in a
meeting with reporters.

“The government is already paying
them salary. T will send some abroad
for further training. We are facing a
crisis of good coaches. Coach is a
guide as well as judge for an athlete.
Coach has important role toplay in an
athlete’s career.” The course offers
flexible learning options, allowing
candidates to complete cach level
within two years while working.

The course willbe made available in
two modes — hybrid (2 weeks online
and 4 weeks offline) and fully offline.

It follows a credit-based system,
whereby each certification level carries
10 cumulative credits, totalling 40
credits, which are equivalent to a
diploma course.

The course has been designed fo-
cussing on areas like modern coach-
ing, sports science, yogasana and
leadership, and will equip the candi~
dates to integrate with the sports
ecosystem and enhance their profes-

sional skills.

The minister also said his ministry
is in the process of making an annu-
al calendar for approximately 15

ames.

I will make a calendar for the en-
tire vear, like Khelo India Summer
Games, Khelo India Winter Games,
Khelo India Snow Games, Khelo India
Beach Games, Khelo India Northeast
Games, Khelo India Tribal Games
ete. These Games will be held in one
location, for e g. last year Beach Games
were held in Diu and this time also it
will be held there,” Mandaviya said.

‘The ministeralso informed that his
ministry will erganise a brainstorming
session in Hyderabad next month in
order to strategise for 2028 Olympics
in Los Angeles.

“Keeping in mind 2028 Olympics

PFF Cong approves
constitutional
amendments, clears
path for FIFA
suspension lift

Telairiabad

The Pakistan Football Federation took
a step towards returning to interna-
tional soecer by unanimously approv-
ing constitutional amendments pro-
posed by FIFA on Thursday.

FIFA hit Pakistan on Feb. 6 witha
third infernational suspension inless
than eight years after the federation re-
jected electoral reforms.

The PFF decided to approve those
amendments by a 23-0 vote at an ex-
traordinary congress in Lahore, where
the attendees included officials from
FIFA and the Asian Football Confed-
eration.

“The congress members endorsed
the FIFA proposed amendments in the
best interest of Pakistan football,
paving the way for the national team's
participation in the AFC Asian Cup
qualifiers following the expected lifting
of FIFA's suspension.” the PFF said in

and to str it, we will

ise three-day Chintan Baithak (brain-
storming session) in Hyderabad from
March 70 9. The meeting will be at-
tended by sports ministersand sports
secretaries of states, I0A members, ex-
perts,” Mandaviva said.

as 1

Paldstan remained hopeful the sus-
pension will be lifted in time to play
Syria on March 23 inits first qualifier
for the 2027 Asian Cup. For that to
happen, the AFC told the PEF the
ban must be lifted by Tuesday.

Jets owner Woody Johnson receives
'F' grade on report card from players

New York

The New York Jets are reeling from a
disastrous 2024 season, finishing with
adismal 5-12 record. However, the set-
backs did not end there, as the NFL
Players Association (NFLPA) released
itsanmmal team report cards, revealing
a harsh reality for the franchise.
Ranked 2gth out of 32 NFLteams, the
Jets' decline from 21st place last year
highlights deep-seated issues within
the organization, particularly inder the
ownership of Woody Johnson, who
was handed an unprecedented 'F
grade.

The NFLPA's report card, compiled
from surveys of 1,605 players acrossall
32 teams, graded 11 key categories, in-
cluding team culture, player treat-
ment, and facility investment. The
ﬁndmgb were especially damning for
‘Woody Johnson, who finished last in
willingness to invest in facilities, fos-
tering a positive team culture, and
building a competitive roster, In fact,
Jahnson was the anly NFL owner fo re-
ceivean 'F grade, reflecting a signifi-
cant decline from the B-minus he re-
ceived just a year earlier.

The report revealed that mther than
addressing player concerns, manage-
ment allegedly made conditions worse.
1t stated, "Rather than addressing
concerns, players believed that man-
agement responded to feedback by
making conditions worse.” This sen-

2 in 5 Children in India do not have a
healthy BMI: Sportz Village Health Survey

New Delhi
Sportz Village's 13th Annual Health
Survey (AHS) has revealed alarming
gaps in the fitness and well-being of
school-going children across India.

Conducted annually since 2010,
the survey aims to analyze and eval-
uate the health and fitness levels of
children in schools across India.

The 13th edition of the survey.
powered by EduSports, assessed
1,16,650 children aged 7 to 17 years
across 85 locations, highlighting the
urgent need for structured physical
education programs in schools.

The EAST REGION has emerged
with the second-best performance
showeasing an overall fitness in a to-
tal of 56.40% of children, showing no-
table strengths in Upper body
strenigth (54%), Lower body strength
(46%), and Flexibility (77%).

The survey highlights that a high-
er percentage of children from the
NORTH REGION have shown ex-
tremely poor performanee, récording
the lowest percentagesin three out of
seven fitness parameters. The re-
gion performed the weakest in Low-
er body strength (35%), Abdominal
strength (81%), and Anacrobic ca-
pacity (58%), underscoring significant
aj for improvement in these key
fitness indicators.

The performance of children from

The EAST REGION has
emerged with the sec-
ond-best performance
showecasing an overall
fitness in a total of
56.40% of children,
showing notable
strengths in Upper body
strength (54%), Lower
body strength (46%),
and Flexibility (77%).

the SOUTH REGION has been a
mixed bag. A higher percentage of
children have performed well in the
parameters of BMI (60.12%), Aerobic
capacil paci
(62%), and Abdominal ttrengrh
(87%), while showing s of im-
provement in Upper body strength
and Flexibility.

WESTREGION has performed the
best when compared to all other re-
gions with higher percentage of chil-
dren performing exceptionally wellin
the parameters of Upper body
strength (58%) Lower body strength
(60%), Anaerobic capacity (81%),
Abdominal strength (93%), Aerobic

capacity (52%) & l‘lx'mhr]lt\ (81%).
, C

timent was amplified by specific com-
plaints regarding the team's food pro-
gram. After receiving low grades for
their food program last year, the Jets
reportedly cut the food budget and did
not retain their respected dietitian,
who moved to the Kansas City Chiefs
and helped improve their nutrition
program.

The Jets' toxic workplace culture was
further underscored by NFLPA chief
strategy officer J.C. Tretter, who high-
lighted the pervasive atmospliere of
fear within the organization. “They
talked about the culture — it's a prob-
leemy, top down,” Tretter said. “[They
said,] It's a culture of fear here." And
T think that stood out in those grades.”

On the field, the Jets” woes contin-

ued as they recorded a disappointing
5-12 season, marking their 14th con-
secutive year without a playoff ap-
pearance—the lorgest active postses-
son drought among the top four Amer-
ican professional sports leagues. The
high-profile aequisition of veteran
quarterback Aaron Rodgers turned
out to be a monumental failure. The
two-year experiment with Rodgers
ended with his departure this offsea-
son, leaving the franchise without a
clear direction moving forwand.

Reports of dysfanchion estended
beyond player dissatisfaction, with ru-
mors swirling that Johnson's teenage
son, Brick, was involved in team deci-
sions, further complicating an already
chaotic leadership structure. The fall-
out from these revelations raises seri-
ous questions about the future of the
franchise under Johnson's ownership.

‘The NFLPA's repart card serves asa
wake-up call for the New York Jets. To
reverse their fortunes, significant
changes are needed from the top down.
Jolnson’s resistance to investing ines-
sential facilities, coupled with his fail-
ure to cultivate a positive workplace cul-
ture, hasseverely impacted the team’s
performance and reputation. As the
Jets enter another offseason filled
with uncertainty, fans can only hope
that the harsh criticisms in the report
will push Johnson to make meaning-
ful changes.

Hamilton fastest for Ferrari on
second morning of F1 testing

Bahrain
Seven times world champion Lewis

Saumil Maj
CEO & Managing I)lreuul &pum
Village, emphasized the importance
of balaneing academics and sports,
stating; “Children naturally love to
play, yet sports often take a backseat
to academics. The 13th AHS findings
highlight the urgent need to strike a
balance between the two. School
leaders must pricritize investments in
physical education and sports cur-
ricula—not just for the long-term
health and well-being of children, but
to foster a strong sporting culture that
can propel India toward excellence on
the global stage.”

Parminder Gill, Co-Founder &
Head of Foundation, Sportz Village,
highlighted the need for policy sup-
port and CSR-backed initiatives,
adding: "The improved fitness levels
among government school childrenis
encouraging, with far-reaching ben-
efits. Sports mot only enhance aca-
demic performance but also strength-
en social-emotional skills, foster in-
clusion, and promote gender equity.
To build on this progress, it is es
sential to implement strong policies
and allocate resources that ensure ac-
cess to high-guality sports programs,
supported by corporates, CSR inifia-
tives, philanthropists, and the gov-
ernment.”

Hamilton was fastest for Ferrari on
the second morning of pre-season
Formula One testing in Bahrain on
Thursday.

The Briton, who left Mercedes at
the end of last season, put in a best
Tap of one minute 29.379 seconds and
did 45 laps in a session interrupted
by light drizzle at the desert Sakhir
circuit.

He was watched by Ferrari chair-
man John Elkann, who paid a flving
visit to a team who were runners-up
last season and will start the new
campaign with real hopes of going
one better and winning a champi-
onship for the first time since 2008,

George Russell, now the lead driv-
erat Mercedes since Hamilton's de-
parture, did 71 laps and was 0.399
slower with Carlos Sainz, the
Spaniard Hamilton replaced at Fer-
vari, third for Williams.

Pierre Gasly put Repault-owned
Alpine fourth en the timeshiets with
Fernando Alonso fifth for Aston Mar-
tin and Yuki Tsunoda sixth for Rac-
ing Bulls.

Oscar Piastri was seventh for
champions McLaren after making
contact with the dawdling Sauber of
ivo Hulkenbeng in o rare testing col-

ision.
With lap time still not the main fo-

cus, McLaren were sounding satisfied
with their car's performance.

“We have good innovation on the
car. We have not stood still in the
winter und Tam excited to see itall
work. So fur so good but it's obvicusly
early days,” team boss Zak Brown
told Sky Sports television.

“We have tried to enhance what we
had but there s some stuffon there
Tdon't think has been totally noticed
yet, which 1 think will happen in due
course.”

Red Bull’s Liam Lawson, Hulken-
berg and Haas's Esteban Ocon. who
was focusing on long runs and did 69
laps, completed the morning lineup
with each team running one car only.

Sainz and Lawson were doing a full
day while the rest were due to hand
over at the lunchtime break to team-
mates for the second four-haur s
sion. The season starts in Australia on
March 16.
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Akshay Kumar
Addresses 'Mahakal
Chalo' Controversy Amid
Debut in Telugu Cinema

Mumbai

ollywood star Ak-

shay Kumar has

addressed the

controversy re-
garding his recently re-
leased devotional song
‘Mahakal Chalo'. The song,
launched ahead of Ma-
hashivratri in collabora-
tion with Palash Sen, faced
objections from a priest
association over certain
visuals.

Speaking at a press con-
ference for his upcoming
movie, 'Kannappa', Akshay
said, "Since childhood. my
parents taught me that
God is like our parents. If

you hug your parents,
there's nothing wrong in it.
If my strength and devo-
tion are misunderstood,
it's not my mistake."

The actor is set to por-
tray Lord Shiva in the Tel-
ugu film directed by
Mukesh Kumar Singh,
marking Aksh; debut
in Telugu cinema. Pro-
ducer Vishnu Manchu ex-
pressed gratitude for Ak-
shay's involvement, re-
vealing that the actor ini-
tially declined the offer
twice due to unfamiliar
outreach. The film also
stars notables like Mohan
Babu and Mohanlal.

Mumbai
ollywood actor
Ayushmann
Khurrana taok

| to social media
¥ | to celebrate the 10th
). anniversary of his
=/t flm  “Dum
SO laga Ke

Haisha."
Reflectingonthe
journey, he posted a
video from the film and ex-
pressed his gratitude for the
opportunity to kickstart kis
career in such a special way.
In his post, he mentioned
that he could not have asked
for a better way to enter
films. The ‘Bala” actor also
shared his regret over miss-
ing the screening.
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‘Tagging his co-star Bhumi
Pednekar, who played the
role of Sandhya in the movie,
Ayushmann wrote, "Take me
back to DLKH days.. Thank
you for Prem’s transforma-
tion. Sandhya will always be
the shining star! @bhu-
mipednekar Missed the
sereening. Sigh. 1 couldn't
have asked fora better way to
enter the films. My dearest
@ayushmannk Thank you
for being the best co actor/
friend. You are so so special
as Prem. Could not have

=y |

done it without you.”
Khurrana also reposted
the YRF videc celebrating
the milestone. The post was
captioned, “They fought. they
fell, and they found love in
the most unexpected way1o
years later, the magic still
remains! #10YearsOfDum-
LagaKeHaisha." The actor
also posted a heartfelt letter
he wrote to himself, empha-
sizing the importance of
slowing down and truly ap-
preciating the present mo-
ment. For the caption,

Rashmika praises Salman
Khan'’s star power in
‘Sikandar’ teaser

Mumbai

he highly anficipat-

‘ed teaser for Sikan-

dar, starring

Salman Khan and
Rashmika Mandanna, is fi-
nally out,

In the intriguing teaser,
Rashmika highlights Khan's
immense popularity, which
even extends to his enemies,
The promo opens with
Salman delivering a power-
packed dialogue: “Dadi ne
naam Sikandar rakha tha,
Dada ne Sanjay aur Praja ne
Rajasaliab.” Sharing theteas-
er on soctal media, the mak-
erswrote, “Sikandar aaraha
hai, this Eid! Here's pre-
senting the film teaser of
Sikandar! #SajidNadiad-
wala's #Sikandar Divected
by @ar.murugadoss.”

The 1-minute, 21-second

teaser begins with a power-
ful introduction to Salman
Khan's character. Tt then
transitions into high-ener-
gy action sequences, show-

larger-than-life style.
his trademark swagger, he
takes on multiple enemies,
effortlessly delivering a flur-
1y of punches and kicks.
Packed with sharp one-
liners like “Kayde mein raho,
fayde mein rahoge® and “In-
saaf nahi, hisab karne aaya
hun,” the teaser also intro-
durces Rashmika Mandanna
as Salman’s love interest.
Last year, the makers re-
leased the first teaser of
Sikandar, In the 1-minute
41-second clip, Khan's char-
acter enters a room filled
with weapons. Realizing he
has walked into a trap, he

calmly says, “Suna hain ki bo-
hot saare log mere peeche
pade hain. Bas, meri mudne
ki der hain. (I've heard a lot
of people are after me. Just
wait for me to turn around).”

Directed by AR Muruga-
doss, Sikandar also stars Ka-
jal Aggarwal, Satyaraj, and
Prateik Patil Babbar in piv-
otal roles, While details about
the plot remain under wraps,
it is expected that Salman
Khan will be seen sporting a
fresh and striking look for the
project. The film is produced
by Sajid Nadiadwala under
his banner, Nadiadwala
Grandson Entertainment.

The action thriller is slat-
ed to hit theatres on Eid
2023, Sikandar marks Rash-
mika Mandanna’s first col-
laboration with Salman
Khan.

Ayushmann Khurrana, Bhumi

Pednekar celebrate a decade

of 'Dum Laga Ke Haisha'
- -

Ayushmann wiote, "A decade
later, T write back to the one
who dared to dream.
#10YearsOfDLKH."

Bhumialso took to her In-
stagram stories to mark the
10 years since her debut film.
Sharing a video from the
film, the actress wrote,
“#10yeartsoDumLageKe-
Haisha 10 years ago, 1
watched Dum Lage Ke
Haisha for the 1st time. Full
of nerves, an emotional mess
cause, I could not believe T
was in a film. T was there
watching my childhood
dream come alive.

She continued, “And 10
yeans later, T watched it all
over again in a theatre with
people I love and those that
love the film and my heart
was in $o full. That little girl
that dreamt of being alead-
ing lady in Hindi films with
noway of knowing how had
done it." Written and direct-
ed by Sharat Katariya, “Dum
Laga Ke Haisha" starred
Ayushmann Khurrana as
Prem Prakash Tiwart, a man
who dreams of marrying a
beautiful bride but ends up
marrying Sandhya (Bhumi
Pednekar), a girl chosen by
his parents.

Govinda, Sunita divorce rumours
swirl amid conflicting reports

Mumbaj

re actor Govinda

and his wife of 38

vears Sunita Ahu-

ja headed for di-
vorce? His lawyer says yes,
his manager admits to “justa
difference of opinion”, the
star himself doesn't want to
comment and Sunita has
been giving multiple inter-
views indicating that all may
not be well.

As is often the case with
film stars and their personal
lives, there have been lots of
mumours, some gossip but
little clarity.

Lalit Bindal, lawyer and a
close family friend of the
Hero No 1 star, said Ahuja
has indeed filed for divorce.

“... there are some misun-
derstandings. I can confirm
that she filed for divorce. I
have the notice with me. But
it will be settled soon.” Bindal
said.

X !
Asked to commient on the
divorce reports, Govinda's
manager Shashi Sinha said
the matter has been blown
out of proportion.

“Govinda ji doesn't want to
comment on the rumours. He
is busy working on his two
home production films. He is
upset with the way things
have come out. It's disheart-
ening,” Sinha said.

b
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There is no friction, justa
difference of opinion betwesn
the couple, he added.

“Itis regarding thework he
is doing under his home pro-
duction banner, Sunita ji
wants him to wisely muke
choiees,” Sinha said.

Bindal also addressed the
nunours that the couple have
been living separately for
many years.
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PM

Modi to Grace

25th Jahan-e-
Khusrau Sufi Festival

New Delhi
rime  Minister
Narendra Modi is
scheduled to at-
tend the grand
Sufi music festival, Jahan-
e-Khusrau 2025, set to ac-
cur on Friday, February
28, at New Delhi's Sunder
Nursery. This year's event
is significant as it marks
the 25th anniversary of the
celebrated festival.
Known for advocating
India's diverse art and cul-
ture, PM Modi will join
other partici at this

firmed by a press release.
The event is renowned for
assembling artists from
around the globe to honor
the legacy of prominent
Sufi poet Amir Khusrau.

The festival is organized
by the Rumi Foundation
and was initiated by no-
table filmmaker and artist
Muzaffar Ali in 2001. Run-
ning from February 28 to
March 2, the festivities
also include the TEH
Bazaat (TEH - The Explo-
ration of the Handmade),

international festival ded-
icated to Sufi music, poet-
ry, and dance, as con-

The Diz

h ing unique crafts
and films on handlooms
and handicrafts from
across India.

Harmonizing
Work-Life Balance:
Neerja Birla's
Perspective

Mumbai
eerjaBirla, anot-
ed philanthro-
pist, challenges
the feasibility of

the '8-8-8' rule, calling it
utopian and nearly impossi-
ble in practice. As the spouse
of billionaire Kumar Man-
galam Birla, she advocates
for a realistic approach to-
wards work-life harmony.

Her comments surface
amid lively discussions
sparked by various C-suite
executives urging prolanged
work hours, with some ad-
vocating for a focus on pro-
ductivity over sheer hours.

John Abraham says

football film ‘1911’
put on hold for now

“Itis not like that they live
separately. Youtake any min-
ister or politician, they have Mumbai
an official bungalow. Same is ctor-producer
the case with Govinda. He John  Abraham
has a flat directly opposite his has confirmed that

bungalow... Many politicians
and film stars come over for
meetingssohe staysin theof-
ficial bungalow... And this
has been the case since
2004," he said.

In an interview to The
Times of India, Govinda de-
nied that divoree is on the
cards “There are only busi-
ness talks going... T amin the
process of starting my films,”
he said somewhat ambigu-
ous.

The rumour mills got going
after Sunita gave a spate of
media interviews where she
discussed her marriage, her
take on infidelity and said
candidly that she doesn’t
want to marry the actorinher
next life.

911, a film based
on Mohun Bagan's historic
IFA Shield victory in 1911, is
temporarily on hold. The
film, backed by JA Enter-
tainment, was set to chroni-
cle legendary footballer Sib-
das Bhaduri, with Abraham
in thelead role.

Initially planned to be di-
rected by Shoojit Sircar and
later handed over to Nikkhil
Advani, the project has been
shelved for now. “Unfortu-
nately, that film's not hap-
pening because we've been
through a lot of processes,
and the idea sounds good.
But we've seen alot of films
on football... But do we want
o makeit? Yes, in the future.
We've parked that for now,”

Abraham said.

Meanwhile, the actor ad-
dressed reportsabout playing
former Mumbxi Police Com-
missioner Rakesh Mariaina
hiopic backed by filmmaker
Rohit Shetty. “The Rakesh
Maria biopic is in the dis-
cussion stage. 1 haven't
signed a single film. I'm wait-
ing for the release of The
Diplomat, and then T've got
an exciting film, Tehran. T
haven't signed anything but
hopefully, the day Isign it {1l
let evervbody know,” he said.





