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29 dead due to
hail, rain in
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Afghanistan: officials

@D Rs 2,002 cr loss to Delhi govt
due to liquor policy: CAG

W The Delhi government suffered cumulative losses of over Rs 2,000 crore due to the
2021-2022 excise policy for reasons ranging from weak policy framework to deficient

Atishi cites CAG
report to defend
AAP's excise
policy, claims
BIP's role in
revenue loss
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New Delhi.
he report, one of
I 14 on the previous
Aam Aadmi Party
government’s perfor-
mance to be tabled by
the new Rekha Gup-
ta-led dispensation, has
also flagged violations
in the process of issuing
licences
The Delhi government
suffered cumulative
losses of over Rs 2,000
crore due to the 2021-
2022 excise policy for

Ex-Congress MP
Sajjan Kumar
sentenced to
life term in anti-
Sikh riots

i

A
NewDelhi
A Delhi court on Tuesday
sentenced former Con-
gress MP Sajjan Kumar,
79, to life imprisonment
for his role in the murder
of a father and son dur-
ing the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots. Special Judge Ka-
veri Baweja pronounced
the judgment in connec-
tion with the killing of
Jaswant Singh and his
son, Tarundeep Singh,
on November 1, 1984.
The prosecution, along
with the complainant,
Jaswant's wife, had
sought the death penalty
for Kumar. While the of-
fence of murder carries a
maximum  punishment
of the death penalty, the
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pre-
seribed is life imprison-
ment.

The court had convict-
ed Kumar on February
12 and had subsequent-
ly sought a psychiatric
and psychological eval-
uation report from Tihar
Central Jail, following a
Supreme Court directive
in cases where capital
punishment is a possibil-
ity. Kumar, who has been
behind bars since 2018 in
connection with anoth-
er anti-Sikh riots case in
Delhi Cantt, is currently
lodged in Tihar Jail.
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21 AAP MLAs
suspended amid

elhi embly
Speaker Vijender
Gupta Tues-

day suspended 21 AAP
MLAs, including Leader
of Opposition Atishi, for
three days for disrupting
Lieutenant Governor V
K Saxena's inaugural ad-
dress to the newly con-
stituted House,

The proposal for their
suspension was moved
by Delhi Public Works
Department (PWD)
Minister Parvesh Verma
and passed through a
voice vote in the House.

chaos over CAG report

The suspended MLAs
will not be allowed to
participate in the assem-
bly proceedings on Feb-
ruary 27 and 28.

As the House proceed-
ings began on Tuesday,
Atishi along with other
AAP legislators protest-
ed against the alleged
removal of B R Ambed-
kar's portrait from the
chief minister's office.
‘The AAP MLAs accused
the BJP-led government
of disrespecting Ambed-
kar and raised slogans
against the move.

Agency

weak policy framework

tion, according to a CAG

implementation, according to a CAG report tabled in the assembly on Tuesday.

report tabled in the as-
sembly on Tuesday.

The report, one of 14
on the previous Aam
Aadmi Party govern-
ment’s performance to
be tabled by the new
Rekha Gupta-led dis-
pensation, has also
flagged violations in the
process of issuing licenc-
es. It has pointed out that
recommendations of an
expert panel, formed to
suggest changes for the
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Herath festivities

CBSE to conduct Class-10
board exams twice a year

ro , Class
10 students will be
able to take CBSE

board exams twice in
an academic session or
choose between the two
editions--one in Febru-
ary and another in May,
officials said.

The Central Board
of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) on Tuesday
approved draft norms
which will now be put in
the public domain and
the stakeholders can
submit their feedback by
March g following which
the policy will be final-
ised, they said.

Candidates will also

for both examinations if
they wish. Additionally,
students will be allowed
to skip specific subjects
in the second attempt if
they are already satis-
fied with the scores they
have achieved in the first

examination as well as
particular subjects in
the first attempt as well.

As per the draft norms,
the first phase of the ex-
ams will be held from
February 17 to March 6,
while the second phase
will be conducted from
May 5 to 20.

"Both the examina-
tions will be conducted
on full syllabus and the
candidates will be allot-
ted the same examina-
tion centres in the two
editions. Exam fees will
be enhanced and col-
lected for both exams at
the time of application
filing," a senior board of-
ficial said. Agency
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Rs 2,002 cr loss
to Delhi govt
due to liquor
policy: CAG

CONT FROM PAGE-1

formation of the now
scrapped policy, were
ignored by then deputy
chiefl minister and excise
minister Manish Sisodia.

The report on the
alleged liquor scam, a
hot button issue in the
run-up to the elections,
claimed a loss of revenue
to the tune of Rs 941.53
crore, saying timely per-
missions were not taken
for opening the liquor
vends in “non-conform-
ing municipal wards”.

Non-conforming
eas are areas which do
not conform to land nse
norms for opening of
liquor vends.

"The excise depart-
ment suffered a loss
of approximately Rs
890.15 crore on account
of license fee from these
zones owing to their sur-
render and failure of the
department in re-ten-
dering," the report, ta-
bled by the chief minis-
ter, added.

Besides, there was loss
of revenue to the tune of
Rs 144 crore due to "ir-
regular grant” of waiver
to the licensees because
of Covid pandemic re-
lated closure, the report

said.

‘The alleged irr
ities in the formulation
and implementation of
the policy had snow-
balled into a political
punching bag used by
the BJP after Lt Gover-
nor V K Saxena recom-
mended a CBI probe
in July 2022. Top lead-
ers of AAP, including
Arvind Kejriwal, Sisodia
and Sanjay Singh, have
spent months in jail af-
ter probe agencies ar-
rested them in the case.

The report said the
Master Plan Delhi-2021
prohibited opening of
liquor vends in non-con-
forming areas, but the
Excise Policy 2021-22
mandated opening at
least two retail vends in
each ward.

Ex-Congress
MP Sajjan Kumar
sentenced to
life term in
anti-Sikh riots
CONTFROM PAGE-1
‘The case was initially
registered at the Punjabi
Bagh Police Station but
was later taken over by
a Special Investigation
Team (SIT). According
to the prosecution, a
large mob, armed with
deadly weapons, carried
out widespread looting,
arson, and destruction
of Sikh properties in the
aftermath of the assas-
sination of then-Prime
Minister Indira Gan-
dhi. The mob allegedly
attacked the complain-
ant’s house, killed her
husband and son, looted
their b i and set
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‘Changed circumstances’ may see better
implementation of Yamuna cleaning plans: SC

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
on Tuesday ob-
served that there

might be better imple-
mentation of plans, such
as cleaning of Yamu-
na river, in view of the
ch:mged cireumstane-

The observation by
a bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Augustine
George Masih assumes
significance in the wake
of the BJP unseating the
Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment in Delhi in the
recently-concluded  as-
sembly elections.

The apex court is
hearing a suo motu case
titled 'Remediation of
polluted rivers' in which
it is dealing with the is-
sue of contamination of
Yamuna river.

‘T think with the
changed circumstanc-
es now, there may be
better implementation
of plans," Justice Gavai
said during the hearing

Senior advocate
Meenakshi Arora, who's
assisting the apex court
as an amicus euriae, said
earlier that the National
Green Tribunal (NGT)
was monitoring the is-
sue concerning Yamuna

river through a commit-
tee.

She said after the top
court took suo motu
cognisance of the mat-
ter in January 2021, the
tribunal disbanded the
committee.

The bench observed
that it appeared there
were some other peti-
tions concerning pollu-

ICD Bestows Honorary
Fellowship on SRM Chancellor

The International Col-
lege of Dentistry (1CD)
Section VI (India, Sri
Lanka & Nepal) has
conferred  the pres-
tigious Honorary Fel-
lowship upon Dr. T.R.
Paarivendhar, Founder
Chancellor of SRM In-
stitute of Science and
Technology (SRMIST).
This distinguished fel-
lowship was presented
to Dr. Paarivendhar, a
distinetion  rarely be-
stowed upon non-den-
tists/non-medical. This
honour recognises his
contribution  to  the
fields of edueation and
healthcare delivery.

Dr. Paarivendhar was
recognised for his ex-
ceptional contributions
to both fields during
ICD’s annual meeting
and ' convocation, held

at SRMIST in Kattanku-
lathur, in collaboration
with SRM Kattankula-
thur Dental College and
Hospital

The Honorary Fellow-
ship was presented by
ICD's Global President,
Dr. lan M. Doyle, and
ICD Section VI Pr
dent, Dr. Meera Verma,
among other distin-
guished guests.

In his acceptance
speech, Dr. Paarivend-
har  highlighted the
unique importance of
dentistry, stating that it
plays a vital role in help-
ing individuals walk
upright, speak clearly,
and laugh with confi-
dence. He expressed
heartfelt gratitude to
ICD for honoring him,
a mnon-medical profes-
sional, with such a pres-
tigious recognition.

tion in Yamuna river,
which were pending
before another bench of
the apex court.

Tt asked additional so-
licitor general Aishwar-
va Bhati, who appeared
for the Centre, to find
out from the authori-
ties as to whether there
were any other petitions
pending with regard to

the same issue.

The bench posted the
matter for hearing after
the Holi vacation.

The amicus said the
NGT had passed sever-
al ‘orders, giving direc-
tions from time to time
regarding various com-
pliances to be met with
regard to Yamuna river.
She said the moni-

toring committee con-
stituted by the tribunal
was supervising what
was being done between
Haryana and Delhi re-
garding the setting up of
sewage treatment plants
and common effluent
treatment plants.
"Should we send it
back to the NGT," the
bench asked.

The observation by a
bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Augustine
George Masih
assumes significance
in the wake of the
BIP the

SC issues notice
to HCs on recon-
sideration of
process of desig-
nation of senior

advocates
_ NewDelhi
The Supreme Court

on Tuesday sought re-
sponse from all the high
courts and other stake-
ho'[dms on the the issue

Aam Aadmi Party
government in Delhi
in the recently-

concluded assembly

The amicus suggest-
ed this might be better
monitored by the NGT.

The bench observed
that all these matters
can be consolidated.

"You take instructions
if the NGT can monitor
it or we can get it mon-
itored through a CEC
(central empowered
committee), if you all
agree on that,” the bench
said.

On January 13, 2021,
the apex court took cog-
nisance of contamina-
tion of rivers by sewage
effluent and observed
that pollution-free wa-
ter forms a basie right
under the Constitutional
framework and a welfare
state is "hound” to en-
sure the same.

SC dismisses H D Kumaraswamy'’s plea
seeking quashing of proceedings in graft case

New Delhi:

“The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed a
plea of former Karna-
taka chief minister H D
Kumaraswamy seeking
quashing of the pro-
ceedings in a corrup-
tion case relating to
de-notification of two
plots of land.

A bench of Justices
Dipankar Datta and
Rajesh Bindal refused
to entertain the plea
of Kumaraswamy, now
the Union minister,
against an October 9,
2020 order of the Kar-
nataka High Court.

The high court had
refused to quash the

proceedings against
him in the matter.
Senior advocate

Harin Raval and Addi-
tional Advocate Gen-
eral Aman Panwar ap-
peared for the state of
Karnataka and opposed
Kumaraswamy's plea in
the apex court.

The case relates to a
private complaint filed
by one M S Mahadeva
Swamy before the spe-
cial judge under the
Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act in Bengalurn

) '@

seeking prosecution
of Kumaraswamy and
others.

The complaint al-
leged that de-notifica-
tion of two plots of land
in  Halagevaderahalli
Village, Uttarahalli Ho-
bii, Bengaluru South
Talnk, during Kumar-
aswamy’s tenure as
chief minister between
June 2006 and October
2007, was carried out
for pecuniary gains.

On January 18, 2021,
the top court had issued
notice to the complain-
ant and the Karnataka
government on Kumar-
aswamy’s plea.

Andhra achieved growth rate of 13 per cent
under NDA govt in one year: CM Naidu

Amaravati:

the house on fire.

Kumar, who had pre-
viously served as a Mem-
ber of Parliament from
Outer Delhi, resigned
from the Congress par-
ty after being convicted
in another case related
to the riots. During the
sentencing, he stated
that he was nearly 80
years old and had main-
tained good conduct
while in prison. He also
noted that he had nev-
er used furlough or any
other legal remedy dur-
ing his incarceration.

While acknowledging
that Kumar's actions
were brutal and rep-
rehensible, the judge
considered ‘mitigating
factors such as his 80
years of age and med-
ical conditions, which
influenced the decision
to impose life impris-
onment rather than the
death penalty.

Murder carries a max-
imum punishment of
death, but the minimum

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandraba-
bu Naidu on Tuesday
stated that the state has
achieved a projected
growth rate of 13 per cent
for the fiscal year 2024~
25 under the TDP-led
government, compared
to just 8.6 per cent un-
der the previous YSRCP
regime in 2023-24.
Addressing the As-
sembly, the Chief
Minister highlighted
that within one year
of the NDA govern-
ment coming to pow-
er, the state’s GSDP
grew by Rs 62,000
crore at this improved
growth rate.

“The growth rate in
2023-24 (under YS-
RCP) was only 8.6 per
cent. Though we were
not in power for three
months in 2o24-25,
we still achieved a
growth rate of 12.94
per cent (rounded to
13 per ecent),” Naidun
told the House, add-

stands at Rs 16.06
lakh crore.

According to the CM,
the state’s growth rate
declined from 11.4
cent under the

per
previous TDP govern-
ment in 2018-19 to

just 5.25 per cent in
the first year of the Y
S Jagan Mohan Red-
dy-led YSRCP regime.
He further stated that

e’
GSDP was incurred in
2019-20 under the
previous regime.
Had the TDP-era
growth rate contin-
ued, the GSDP could
have reached Rs 9.71
lakh crore, but it re-
mained at only Rs
9.26 lakh crore, he
said.

metro rail projects
for Vijayawada and

that the detailed pro-
ject reports (DPRs)
for both cities—es-
timated at Rs 11,479
crore and Rs 11,009
crore, respectively—
have been completed.
He assured that work
on the metro rail
projects in these cit-
ies would commence
soon and emphasised
that the NDA alliance
government, com-
prising TDP, BJP,
and Janasena, is com-
mitted to completing
them.

Asserting that the al-
liance was not formed
for selfish interests,
Naidu stated that
it came together to
work for the better-

ment of the state,
providing a “dou-
ble-engine sarkar™

(government).

He remarked that this
was especially erucial
at a time when the
state had been “de-
stroyed” over the past
five years—hinting at

Kumaraswamy's
counsel had earlier ar-
gued that in view of
the amendment made
in section 19(1)(b) of
the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act in 2018, a
sanction was required
even though the peti-
tioner was not holding
the office at the time
when the cognisance
was taken.

His counsel had sub-
mitted that without
obtaining the sanction
under section 19, no
cognisance ought to
have been taken and the
high court had erred in
rejecting the petition

filed under section 482
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure.

The apex court had is-
sued notice on his plea
limited to the question
as to whether without
sanetion, the special
judge could have taken
cognizance.

The high court had
said there were suffi-
cient materials to pro-
ceed against Kumaras-
wamy for the alleged
offences and in the ab-
sence of any material
to show that the action
initiated against him
was an abuse of process
of court and had result-
ed in failure of justice,
there was no ground
to quash the impugned
proceedings.

On the point of a pri-
or sanction, the high
courtsaid it had in 2012
passed the order that
in the circumstances
of the case and having
regard to the nature of
the allegations levelled
against the petitioner,
sanction under section
197 CrPC and Section
19 of Prevention of
Corruption Act was not
necessary.

Raut lauds Fadnavis for not
allowing ‘fixers’ to become
0SDs or PSs of ministers

Mumbai:

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader

Sanjay Raut on Tues-
day landed Maharashtra
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis for not
allowing “fixers” to be
named as personal sec-
retaries or OSDs of cab-
inet members and said
most of those ignored
for the posts were of
Shiv Sena ministers.

He claimed that of
the 16 personal secre-
taries (PSs) or Officers
on Special Duty (OSDs)
for cabinet ministers
whose  appointment
was not approved by
Fadnavis, 13 were of
Shiv Sena ministers.

Talking to reporters,
the Rajya Sabha MP
landed Fadnavis, who
holds the home port-
folio, for stopping the
appointment of “fix-
ers” as personal staff-
ers or OSDs of cabinet
ministers.

“1 have the names
of 16 PSs of which 13

Sena ministers) and
remaining are of the
Ajit Pawar camp. He
(Fadnavis) is taking
tough decisions. We
may have political dif-
fcrencea, but we sup-
port decisions taken
in the interest of the
state,” Raut stated.

The Rajya Sabha
member said Fadnavis
stopped the “state loot”
by suspending the
work on projects ap-
proved when Eknath
Shinde was the CM
(June 2022-Novem-
ber 2024) and whose
costs were inflated.

Fadnavis has
stopped the “loot” of
Maharashtra treasury,
he said.

Fadnavis on Mon-
day said he cleared
109 out of 125 names
referred by cabinet
ministers for their ap-
pointment as PSs or
08Ds, but didn'’t ap-
prove others because
they are either facing

ideration of the
pmlesh of the designa-
Lion of senior advocates.

A three judge bench
of Justices Abhay S Oka,
Ujjal Bhuyan and S VN
Bhatti posted the matter
for hearing on March
21, and clarified that At-
torney General R Ven-
kataramani followed by
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta will initiate argu-
ments in the matter.

"We direct the Reg-
istrar (Judicial) to for-
ward a copy of this order
along with the copy of
the order in the Jitender
Kalla case to the Regis-
trar Generals of all the
high courts, informing
them that the date is
fixed on March 19 and
the high courts are free
to submit their respons-
es and suggestions, if
any, well in advance,”
the bench said.

During the hearing,
senior advocate Tndira
Jaising submitted that
if the judgments regard-
ing designation of senior
advocates is reconsid-
ered, it must be done by
alarger bench.

The top court on Feb-
ruary 20 said a “"serious
introspection” was re-
quired when it came to
designating lawyers as
senior advocates and re-
ferred the issue to Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna
for deciding whether a
larger bench should hear
the matter.

Expressing its reserva-
tions, a bench of Justices
Abhay 8 Oka and Augus-
tine George Masih said it
was doubtful whether by
interviewing a candidate
for a few minutes, his
personality or suitability
could really be tested.

"The question that
needs serious consid-
eration is whether the
court should permit ap-
plications to be made
for grant of designation,
though the statute does
not contemplate it. If
the legislature intend-
ed to allow advocates to
make applications for
designation, sub-section
(2) of Section 16 would
not have provided for
this court or high courts
to take the consent of
advocates before desig-
nation,” the bench had
said.

Section 16 of the Ad-
vocates Act deals with
senior designation of
lawyers.

"Tf an advocate, by vir-
tue of his standing at the
Bar, his ability or special
knowledge, deserves
designation as a senior
advocate, the question
which arises is, by mak-
ing such an advocate
appear for an interview,
are we not compromis»
ing on the dignity of the
advocate? Are we not
converting the process
of designation into a se-
lection process,” it had
added.
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DELHI

Atishi cites CAG report to defend AAP's

| TOP STORY, Dewsr, Wepnespar 26, Feanuany 2025 |

excise policy, claims BJP's role in revenue loss

New Delhi

enior AAP leader and

Leader of Opposition

in Delhi Assembly

Atishi on Tuesday
defended the previous Aam
Aadmi Party government's
now-serapped excise policy,
citing a CAG report to claim
that the old policy was
marred by corruption and
smuggling,

A performance audit re-
portby the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) of
India on the regulation and
supply of liquor in the na-
tional eapital has shown laps-
es in the functioning of the
excise department and its
policy, leading to revenue
losses exceeding Rs 2,026.91
crore.

The CAG report-- Perfor-
mance audit report on regu-
Tation and supply of liquor in
Delhi' — was tabled during
the first session of the new-
Iy-elected Delhi Assembly
on Tuesday.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Atishi accused the
BJP-appointed lieutenant
governor (LG), the Central
Bureau of Tnvestigation
(CBI), and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) of ob-
structing the implementa-
tion of the new liquor policy,
causing an annual revenue
loss of Rs 8,900 crore ta
Dethi

Atishi said seven out of
the eight chapters in the CAG
teport highlight the short-
comings of the old excise
policy, while only one focus-

Speaker extended
suspension of AAP MLAs
for 3 days; Session
continued till March, 3

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi

Delhi Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta has sus-
pended all 21 Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) MLAs, includ-
ing Leader of Opposition
Atishi, for three days.

They were removed from
the Assembly for protesting
against the BJP for al-
legedly taking down photos
of Baba Saheb Ambedkar
and Bhagat Singh.

Gupta alsp extended the
Assembly session until
March 3, 2025, and dis-
cussions on 14 pending
CAG reports will continue.

During the second day
assembly session, Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
‘ta reported that the Delhi
Governmentlost Rs 2,002
crore due to problems with
the excise policy in 2021-
22, which has since been

Delhi man kills wife
over suspicion of affair

surrenders to police
-

New Delhi

A 24-year-old man al-
legedly strangled his wife
to death over suspicion
of an affair and later sur-
rendered to the police on
Tuesday, an official said_

According to police,
Aman, a resident of Nand
Nagri, walked into the
Harsh Vihar police sta-
tionaround 5 pm and in-
formed officials that he
had murdered his 20-
vear-old wife at their
home.

"Acting swiftly, a team
from Nand Nagri police
station took him into cus-

1l =

s on the new policy.

"The AAP government al-
ways raised concerns about
corruption in the old excise

- bl &£
the implementation, creating
hurdles. The CBI filed an
FIR within a year of the pol-
iey's launch, and the ED reg-

istered an enforcement case
imformation report (ECIR)
soont after. This led to a sit-
uation where no officer was
willing to sign or execute the
policy, fearing legal action. As
a result, Delhilost Rs 2,000
erore in expected revenue
and Rs 8,000 crore annual-
ly," she claimed.

Atishi demanded an in-
vestigation into the rales of
the LG, the CBI, and the ED
in obstructing the policy.

She also raised allegations
againstindustrialist Gautam
Adani, aceusing him of cor-
ruption in multiple states

concerninginflated electric-
ity tariffs.

She claimed this led to
losses of Rs 20,000 crore.

1In 2024, the US Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ) under
President Joe Biden's ad-
niinistration had initiated
an investigation, accusing
Adani of orchestrating a
scheme to pay over USD 250
million (around Rs 2,100
crore) in bribes to Indian
officials to secure favourable
¢ power contracts, she

said.
These transactions were
allegedly concealed from the

USinvestors.

Atishi urged the authori-
ties to probe the alleged cor-
Tuption in electricity pricing
and hold those responsible
accountable.

The Delli government and
the BJP have been at log-
gerheads over the excise pol-
icy, with AAP lead ers main-
taining that it aimed at boost-
ing revenue, while the BJP
accused the Arvind Kejriwal
government of irregularities.

The controversy remains a
key political flashpeint in
the capital with the assembly
session underway.

Two held after shootout
for stabbing sub-
inspector in Patel Nagar

New Delhi

Two persons were arrested
on Tuesday morning from
Patel Nagar here for al-
legedly stabbing a sub-in-
spector while he was track-
ing down a rebbery ac-
cused, a Delhi Police official
said.

The accused, Anish alias
Loha (23) and Anurag Ya-
dav alias Fruti (22), were
injured in the encounter,
which took place around
4.25 am in Patel Nagar
area, he said.

‘Both the accused have
been shifted to a hospital
for treatment and legal ac-

tion is underway at Patel
Nagar police station,”
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP) (Central) M
Harsha Vardhan said in a
statement.

On Tuesday a robbery
was reported in Rajinder
Nagar police station, fol-
lowing which police identi-
fied two aceused with the
help of CCTV footage in
the area, the statement said.

Apolice team was sent to
Anant Prabad area to arrest
the two during which a
scuffle broke out between
the accused and the team,
Vardhan said.

policy, which facilitated il-
legal licuor smuggling. The
report shows that liquor
shop owners engaged in
corrupt practices, inflat-
ing prices and causing
heavy losses to Delhi's
chequer,” the former chief
minister said.

She also claimed the
CAG report shows that the
new excise policy, intro-
duced by the AAP govern-
ment, was more transpar-
entand could havesignif-
icantly increased Delhi's
revenue collection, similar
to Punjab where excise
revenue reportedly grew
by 65 per cent after the im-
plementation of the same
policy.

However, Atishialleged
that the policy was notim-
plemented properly due
to interference from the
lieutenant governor, the
CBL, and the ED.

"The BJP's LG stopped

serapped.

Meanwhile, action was
taken against AAP MLA
as opposition leaders
were raising slogans in-
side the House on the sec-
ond day. They continued
to protest against the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) for allegedly re-
moving the photographs
of Baba Saheb Ambedkar
and Bhagat Singh from
the CM's office.

The first day of the Del-
hi Assembly session be-
gan with Cabinet minis-
ters, including Dethi CM
Rekha Gupta, and other
Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) taking
oath in the House.
Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) MLA Vijender Gup-
ta was elected as the
Speaker of the Delhi As-
sembly.

tody and escorted him to
the crime scene. Upon
arrival, officers found
the woman uncen-
scious,” he said.

Crime and forensic
teams were called to ex-
amine the scene before
the body was sent to
GTB Hospital, where
doctors declared her
brought dead, said the
officer.

Preliminary investiga-
tion revealed that Aman
and his wife were mar-
ried in November 2023.
However, they fre-
quently engaged in ar-
guments.

On Tuesday after-
noon, around 2 pm, an
argument escalated after
Aman suspected his wife
of having an extramari-
tal affair, he said, adding
that in a fit of rage, he
strangled her to death.

An FIR was registered
at Nand Nagri police sta-
tion, and further inves-
tigation is underway.
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News IN BRIEF

Verma takes
charge as
PWD minister

ew Delhi
Cabinet minister of the
new BJP government in
Delhi, Parvesh Verma on
Tuesday officially assumed
charge as Public Works
Department (PWD) min-
ister, vowing to serve the
people of the city as fami-
Iy members.

Verma, who defeated
AAP supremo and former
Delhi  Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal from the
New Delli seat in the re-
cent polls, also holds the
partfolios of Legislative Af-
fairs, Irrigation & Flood
Control, Water, and Gu-
rudwara Elections.

The minister shared a
picture of him taking
charge as PWD minister,
on X saying he took charge
with a vow to serve his
family of Delhi people.

Verma was accompanied
by another Environment
minister of the RBJP gov-
ernment Manjinder Singh
Sirsa.

"We all are fortunate to
have the guidance and
leadership of the world's
most popular leader and
the country’s Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi," he
said in the post.

The minister asserted
that the donble-engine BIP
government will work non-
stop for the mission to
transform Delhi into a
leading, developed state of
the country.

He assured Delhiites
that the BJP government
will dedicatedly work for
the welfare of the eco-
nomically weaker section,
good governance, service
and equality.

Delhi Cong
welcomes
tabling of CAG
reportin
assembly

Staff Reporter

ew Delhi

Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav here on
Tuesday said that it's bet-
ter late than never that
the CAG report on the
liguor s¢am has been
tabled in the assembly as

| TOP STORY, Devty, Wenniesony 26, Fearuary 2025

Delhi Ruckus in MCD house as AAP, BJP
councillors protest over two key proposals

New Delhi

haos erupted in the

Municipal Corpo-

ration of Delhi

(MCD) House on
Tuesday as councillors from
the AAP and BJP engaged in
verbal clashes and raised
slogans over two key pro-
posals — a house tax waiver
and the regularisation of
12,000 contractual munici-
pal workers.

Despite the chaos, MCD
Mayor Mahesh Kumar later
claimed in a press confer-
ence that both proposals
had been successfully
passed, asserting that the re-
quired number of council-
lors from their side were
present to meet the quo-
Tum.

However, the Leader of
Opposition strongly con-
tested this, arguing that
proper procedures were not
followed and, hence, the
proposals could not be con-
sidered officially approved.

Meanwhile, a top official
said that the issue was under
examination.

The commotion began
when the AAP-led MCD at-
tempted to introduce the
proposals and the deputy
commissioner did not ap-
pear, leading to a standoff.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) demanded that the

session proceed with the
additional commissioner in
charge, triggering a heated
argument.

Members from both par-
ties began displaying ban-
ners and raising slogans.
AAP councillors chanted
“Gundaagardi nahin chale-
gi" (thuggery will not be tol-
erated) and “Jai Bhim,"
while BJP supporters coun-
tered with slogans like
“Arvind Kejriwal, Sharm
Karo™ and “Mayor, Sharm
Karo."

The two key proposals on
the table included a house

Boney Kapoor to take
Noida Film City land
possession on Feb 27

Physical possession of 230
acre ofland of International
Film City will be given to
Bayview Bhutani Film City
Private Limited on Febrnary
27

Company chairman and
film producer Boney Kapoor
will arrive to take physical
possession. Preparations for
this have been completed.
Next month chief minister

Yogi Adityanath may lay the
foundation stone of the Film
City.

The Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Au-
thority  (YEIDA), CEO Dr.
Ammnvir Singh, hasinstructed
the project department to
miake preparations for hand-

the CAG findings vali-
date the corruption in the
liquor policy first exposed
by the Delhi Congress.

He further said that
what the Delhi Congress
had been insisting for the
pdst few years that the
ise Policy 2021-2022,
nup]e mented by the AAP
government, had caused
huge losses to the gov-
ernment, has been vali-
dated by the CAG report
tabled in the assembly by
CM Rekha Gupta today.

Yaday said that mere
tabling of the 14 CAG re-
ports in the assembly for
discussion will not ad-
dress the corruption in
the liquor deal by former
CM Arvind Kejriwal and
his cronies over the past
11 years. The BJP gov-
ernment should take
strict follow up action to
punish those responsible
for misappropriating the
tax payers’ money to line
their pockets.

He said that it was a
commendable decision to
extend the assembly ses-
sion till March 1, 2025 to
table all the 14 CAG re-
ports as the ratiled AAP
MLAs once again created
a ruckus in the assembly
to prevent the tabling of
the CAG reports, which
was a familiar ploy of the
AAP MLAs, to cover up
their misdeeds. Yadav
said that people will be-
lieve the BJP govern-
ment’s intentions only
when those who indulged
in corruption, as revealed
in the CAG report. are
held accountable.

ingoverth ion ofthe
Film City land. For the devel-
opment of International Film
City in sector 21 of the Ya-
‘muna Authority, the Bayview
Bhutani Film City Private
Limited had won the tender
by bidding for 18 percent rev-
enue share. The first phase of
the Film City is proposed in
230 acre, Shootingand other
works will start in the Film
Cityin three years.

The company had given

theland use plan of the Film
City to the Yamuna Authori-
ty for approval In January,
the Yamuna Authority ap-
proved it and also instructed
to prepare a map for internal
development. The company
has prepared a blueprint for
the nternal mfrastructure
development of the Film City.

Alongwith taking physical
possession of the land, the
company will also apply for
map approval. Yamuna Au-
thority CEO Singh said that
on February 27, physical pos-
session of theallotted land of
the Film City will be given to
the developer company
Bayview Bhutani Film City
Private Limited Afterthe map
is approved, the construction
of the film city can begin from
nextmonth.

tax waiver, under which
homeowners who clear their
2024-25 house tax dues
would have their previous
pending taxes waived.

Additionally, residential
properties between 100 and
500 square yards would get
250 percent tax exemption,
while properties under 100
square yards would be fully
exempt. The second pro-
posal aimed at regularising
12,000 municipal workers,
a long-standing demand
from employees.

Later, as the House was
adjourned, Mayor Mahesh

Delhi L-G says govt to adopt

Kumar Khinchi, along with
Deputy Mayor Ravindra
Bhardwaj and Leader of the
House Mukesh Goel, ad-
dressed a press conference
and declared that both pro-
posals had been passed de-
spite the disturbances.

Hesaid thatmore than 7o
AAP councillors were pres-
ent in the Honse, ensuring
the required quorum for the
meeting.

He added that the ses-
sion started on time but,
like previous oceasions, was
once again disrupted by
chaos.

BJPleaders were quick to
challenge the mayor's as-
sertion, insisting that the
proposals had not been
passed through the proper
legal process.

“The official procedure to
pass a resolution was not fol-
lowed. The Mayor’s claim is
baseless,” said BJP Leader of
Opposition Raja Igbal
Singh.

Later in the evening, Raja
Igbal Singh wrote to MCD
Commissioner Ashwani Ku-
mar, urging him to declare
the day's pmcccdmg; -
valid and ab:

The opposition also ob-
jected to the nature of the
propesals included in the
agenda, alleging that some
had major economic impli-
cations for the MCD and
required proper delibera-
tion, which did not take
place.

Singh accused the AAP
of pushing these proposals
in haste before its tenure
ends, saying, “AAP, having
lostits majorityin the MCD
House, is attempting to use
this last meeting to make
populist announcements.”

In hisletter, Singh alleged
that the MCD House ses-
sion, scheduled for 2 pm,
was manipulated by AAP
councillors, who, along with
the Mayor, entered the
House at 1.50 pm rushed
through the agenda, and
adjourned the session with-
in minutes.

Singh said that under the
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion (DMC) Act, 1952, the
presence of the Commis-
sioner or an anthorized of-
ficial is mandatory for con-
ducting House proceedings,
but none sere present.

He further claimed that
1o BJP councillors were in
the House when the agenda
was passed, making the en-
tire session “illegal "

'Viksit Delhi

Sankalp Patra’ as guiding document

New Delhi

The new Delli government
will adopt the Viksit Delhi
Sankalp Patra as a guiding
document to fulfil promises
made to the people, Lieu-
tenant Governor VK Saxena
said on Tuesday.

Addressing the newly-
constituted eighth Delhi As-
sembly, Saxena outhned the
city governmient's vision and
priorities for the national
capital.

He said the new dispen-
sation would focus on cor-
ruption-free governance,
empowerment of women, a
deaner Delhi, rejuvenation
of the Yamuna and provid-
ing clean drinking water.

Continuous  political
clashes and blame games
over the past decade had
hindered Delhi's progress,
the lieutenant governor
claimed and added that the
new government would
work in eoordination with
the Centre and other states
to ensure effective gover-
nance,

Listing the new govern-
ment's key priorities, Saxe-
nahighlighted several focus
areas - corruption-free ad-
ministration, improved ed-
ucation, empowerment of
women, welfare of the poor,

Uzbekistan’s Renowned Dance Ensemble
'Bakhor' Enthralls Audience at MERI

New Delhi

The Management Ednea-
tion & Research Institmte
(MERI) Centre for Inter-
national Studies in New
Delhi witnessed a mesmer-
izing cultural evening as
Uzbekistan’s celebrated
State Dance Ensemble
"Bakhor" set the stage
ablaze with their breath-
taking performances. The
ensemble, founded in 1957,
comprises over 60 talented
dancers, singers, and musi-
cians who have showcased
the richness of Uzbek art in
more than 20 countries.

The event opened witha
soulful Ganesh Vandana,
setting a serene and auspi-
cious tone, Led by Uzhek-
istan’s Tourism Minister,
Mr. Umid Shodiev, the en-
semble performed in the
presence of esteemed dig-
nitaties, ineluding Ambas-
sador Sardor Rustambaey
and MERI President I.P.
Aggarwal. Faculty mem-
bers, Uzbek diplomats, and
cultural enthusiasts also at-

tended, making it a tiuly
special occasion.

The andience was en-
thralled by a mix of tradi-
tiomal Uzbek music and
dance, accompanied by the
rhythmic beats of the Rubab
and Doira. Dancers in vi-
brant costumes performed
the high-energy Lazgi
Dance, the graceful Bukhara
Dance, and the lively
Khorezm Dance, immers-
ing everyone in Usheki

Mamurjon, Sanjar, and Far-
rukh left a lasting impres-
sion with their artistry.
The evening concluded
with a vote of thanks by
Prof. (Dr.) Deepshikha
Kalra, Dean of MERI Col-
lege, who praised the event
as a beautiful cultural ex-
change. As the performanc-
es ended, the audience de-
parted with anewfound ap-
preciation for Uzbekistan’s
artistic 1l an

cultural spirit. Pt,rfm'mus
like Hus

MERI's mm.uumlem m
Tobal caltiral ¢

world-class roads, pollu-
tion-free Delhi, clean drink-
ing water, regularisation of
unauthorised colonies, and
rejuvenation of the Yamuna.

All departments have
been directed to prepare
100-day action plans to im-
plement these priorities. he
said.

The government will also
present Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) re-
ports during the session to

pensation’s shortcomings
and create a roadmap for
improvement, he added.
Slamming the AAP dis-
pensation, Saxena said, "The
‘primary objective of my gov-
ernment will be to disman-
tle the sub-par system con-
cedled by extensive adver-
tisingand bring governance

Not entry
without helmet
in factories

Noida
To curb road accidents,
the Noida Entrepreneurs
Association (NEA) has
joined hands with the local
administration, asking the
factory owners to ban the
entry of employees com-
ing to work without hel-
miets.

NEA president Vipin Ku-
mar Malhan said that the
businessmen have been in-
formed through a letter
that most of the employees
coming on two-wheelers
do not reach the units
wearing helmets. Due to
this, most of them get se-
riously injured in road ac-
cidents, which leads to
theirdeath.

In suchasituation, there
is a need for strictness in
the units and companies
on people who are negli-
gent. Provision of punigh-
ment should be made for
this. Campaigns should be
conducted inside factories
and companies for aware-
ness.

PUBLIC NOTICE
ool

Y i

ack on track.”

Tarlier inthe day, Speak-
er Vijender Gupta expelled
12 AAP MLAs, including
Leader of C ition Atishi,

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby in-
formed that Mirs, Suresh Devi
w/o Late Mr. Shyodan Singh
is the owner of Freehald Res-
idential Property (Under Bu-
landsahar Developrrient Au-
thority) Ares Meastiring
99.52 5. Mtrs. i.e.119.03 Sq.
Yrds,, Situated at Village Vair
Badshahpur, Tehsil Sikan-
drabad and District Bulandsa-
har, U.P, vide Regd. Gift Deed
executed by Mr. Kali Charan
Singh s/o Mr. Murari Singh
Vide Doc. No. 1314, Book No.
1, Val. No. 11719 on pages
361to 374, Regd. on
25.01.2025 at SRO — Sikan-
drabad, Bulandsahar in the
property chain Original Regd.
Sale Deed dated 17.10.1989
Vide Doc. No, 4647, Baok No.
1, Val. No. 1608 on pages 143
10 144, Regd. on 17.10.1989
at SRO—sikandrabiad, Bu-
landsahar was lost/ mis-
placed from customer and to
be financed by SBFC Finance
Ltd, and on line FIR already
lodged vide LR
N0:2455390/2025 if anybody.
has any charge/interest/title
in'the said property or any.
kind of dispute kindly inform
the undersigned in writingon
the below mentioned ad-
dress within 07 days of the
present, falling which and |
am aware thatin case default
with the'mortgage property
that borrower (Mr. Ompal
Singh & Mrs. Suresh Devi) is
responsible.

Lalit Koushik

Advocate

Chamber No. 194, 1st Floor,
Lawyers Chambers Building,
District Session Courts, Sec-

for raising slogans during

Saxena's address.

Among those expelled
were (Gopal Rai, Veer Singh
Dhingan, Mukesh Ahlawat,
Chaudhary Znbatr Ahmed,
Anil Jha, Vishesh Ravi and
Ja m.ul &mgh

PUBLIC NOTICE

tor 12,

as per instruction of My
client LIC HFL branch, Hapur.
That Mr. Rahul Kumar S/o
Buddha Prakash R/o Village
Saina, Tehsil

g her exp
Atishi uu:u-.ed the BJP of
disrespecting BR Ambed-
kar by removing his portrait
from the chief minister's of-
fice.

She alleged the BJPJed
dispensation had taken
down Ambedkar's portraits
from the chief minister’s of-
fice inboth the Delhi Secre-
tariat and the assembly.

_That my
Singh age about62 years (
Aadhar No 4702 0478 6513)
S/o Late Mr. Latif R/o KH.
No. 85-B Allahabad 8ank
Road, Nehru Enclave, Alipur
North Deihi - 110036, do
hereby solemnly affirm and
declare as under:

2.That my client is law abid-
ing citizen of India and resid-
ing permanently at above
mentioned address.

3.That Amit is my real son
(Aadhar No. 8133 7746 3806)
age about 35 years.

4. That due to anti-social be-
haviour of my son Amit.|
have debarred them from my
all movable and immovable
properties. That now | have
noany relation with above
named son.

5. Anybody dealing with Amit
will do 50 that at their own
risk and responsibilities and
my client will not be respon-
siblefor any act, deed or
dealing done by Amit.
DILSHAD

(ADVOCATE)

Chamber No. 1116, Lawyer’s
Chamber Block, Rohini Court
Complex, Rohini, Delhi-
10085.

Off: DP-140, Ground Floor,
DP Block Pitam Pura, Mau-
rya Enclave, Delhi-110034.

war Distt. Hapur is raising
housing loan with our institu-
tion vide EQM. of his proper-
ty a residential plot no, 16,
having area 87.51 sq. meter,
out of khasra na. 75Mi, Situ-
ated at Patna Tehsil & Distt.
Hapur which owried by him
vide Sale deed dated
22.03.2022 5r. No. 2315. Now|
Mr. Rahul Kumar Declare that
in the title of chain previous
original sale deed dt
24.12.2011 which was duly
registered in the office of SR-
Hapur-1, at vide hook no. 01,
volume no. 7719, on pages
259/274, at Sr. No: 18592 has
been lost. Which F.LR. lodged
by him online via E-Thana on
the dt 25.02.2025. So original
sale deed dt 24.12.2011, Sr.
No. 18592 is not possible to
deposit in the office of LIC
HFL If any bank or financial
institution or any other per-
son have any objection or
claim to obtained housing
loan by equitable mortgage
in favor of My Client Then
contact to me on my below
address & Mabile Mo. with
evidence within 15 days of
publication of this notice. Af-
ter 15 days any claim or ob-
jection will not be acceptable
& My Cient LIC HFL would be
providing Housing Loan by
mortgage the said property.
Address:- LICHFL Branch Ha-
pur By Rajendra Kumar Saini
Advocate Chamber No. 21,
1st Floor, Dr. Bheem Rao
Ambedkar Shopping Com-
plex, Zila Panchayat Market,
Near District & Session Court
Free Ganj Road Hapur.
RAJEND RA KUMAR SAINI
Advocate

21, First Floor Zila
Panchayat Market, Hapur
Mobile No. 9897274522

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT MR- NAWAL
KISHORE MANDALS/0 MR.
RAM PRAKASH MANDAL
OWNER OF PLOT OF LAND
MEASURING 150 5Q. YARDS.,
(42:X 32),0UT OF KHASRA
NO.34/13, SITUATED AT SAN-
JAY COLONY SANOL! ROAD,
NARELA DELHI THROUGH
REGD. AUTHORIZATION SLIP
(PMUY) DEED DATED
27.01.2025 EXECUTED POI
VIDE REG. NO.
2025/21/1/471, AT SRV B
DELHI THE ABOVE-MEN-
TIONED PROPERTY IS GOING:
TO BE MORTGAGE WITH FED-
BANK FINANCIAL SERVICES
LIMITED: [F ANY PERSON/
BANK/ FINANCIAL [NSTITU-
TION HAVING ANY CLAIM /
RIGHT, LIEN, ANY OBIECTION
WHATSOEVER IN REGARD TO
THE ABOVE PROPERTY,
SHOULD NOTIFIED TO THE
UNDERSIGNED/ADV. VISHAL
MEHAN, E-713, KARKAR-
DOOMA COURT, DELH!-
110092 ALONG WITH DOCU-
MENTARY EVIDENCE UNDER
ADDRESS THROUGH REGIS-
TERED WITHIN 15 DAYS
FROM THE DATE OF PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE FAIL-
ING WHICH ANY CLAIVI, LIEN
OR OBJECTION SHALL BE
DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN
WAIVED.
VISHAL MEHAN,
E-713, KARKARDOOMA
COURT, DELHI -110092

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTIGE
|, Meenakshi Khokhra Do
Shiri Jai Prakash R/o H.No.83,
Poll No.83, Masjid Wali Gali,
Mundka, West Delhi, Delhi-
110041 That my pame men-
tianed in my Army record as
Binaxi Rani instead of
Meenakshi Khokhra, And in
my all other documents my
name written ds Meenakshi
Khokhra, My all documents
submitted with Army Depart-
ment with the name of
Meenakshi Khokhra. Both the
names |.e, Meenakshi
Khokhra and Binaxi Rani are
one and of the same person.
In future | may be known and
corect as Meenakshi Khokhra
for all purposes in Army.
record.

My client $h. Anand Singh
Rawatand his wife Smt. Gan-
ga Rawat both R/O Plot at
Khasra no. 10/10/2 and 9/2
Qutub Vihar, Phase- 2, E-
Block, Najafgarh, Opposite
Ram Mandir, Qutub Vihar,
South- West, Dethi-110071,
have debarred and disowned
their Son Sandeep Singh
Rawatand his Wife Anita
Rawat and Grand- Daughter
namely Rudrakshi Rawat
fram all movable and immov-
able properties due to their
disobedience and disrespect-
ful behavior and out of con-
trol of my clients,

My clients have also severed
all their relations with them if
anybody deals with them in
any manner, they shall do so
at his/herown risks, costs
and consequences. My
clients shall not be responsi-
ble for the same:in any man-
ner.

PARWESH KUMAR
(ADVOCATE)

CHAMBER NO.1120, 11TH
FLOOR, ROHINI COURT, DELHI

My client Dr. Suhail Qureshi
S/o R. Z Qureshi & Sahar
Qureshi D/o R. Z. Qureshi
both R/o 243, Kucha Mir
Ashin, Chawri Bazar, Delhi-
110006 do hereby notify for
public that they are exetuting
the WILL DEED of Late Haji
Faiyazuddin after his death
who expired on 28/04/2021
as per his WILL DEED made
on dated 21/03/2019, in
favour Dr. Subail Qureshi 5/o
R.Z. Qureshi & Sahar Qureshi
/o R.Z. Quireshi only, any
person/s has any
objection/claim (s) interest
for the will deed registration
of aforesaid WILL of Late Haji
Faiyazuddin may contact the
undersigned within 05 days
from the publication of this
Natice, falling which the
claim of any of such person
will be considered to have
been waived and/or aban-
darned and the will deed shall
be registered and application
with immediate effect.
RAGIB GAYYUR

Advocate

Plot No.6 &8, 1st Floor,
Shiva Market, Opposite H.P.
Petrol Pump Khureji, Del hix
110051




CHAND]GARH/NCR

Every promise
of ‘Sankalp
Patra’ will be
fulfilled:
Haryana CM

_ Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Min:
ter Nayab Singh Saini
has said the state gov-
ernment has fulfilled 18
promises of the Sankalp
Patra in first 100 days
while the work is going
on 10 promises.

He has assured that
every promise of the
Sankalp Patra will be
fulfilled. Haryana will
move ahead on the path
of development at a fast-
er pace and will realize
the dream of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi of
making a ‘Viksit Bharat’,
he said.

The Chief Minister
was addressing a_pro-
gramme organized in
Karnal on Tuesday. Tar-
geting the Opposition,
Saini said the Congress
has always tried to spoil
brotherhood.

People know the state
of development work
before 2014 whereas the
present government is
continuously getting
velopment work done at
a fast pace, he said.

He said under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Modi, the peo-
ple of the country are
continuously expressing
their trust in the welfare
policies of the govern-
ment and recently, in
the Delhi elections, the
people put their stamp
of trust on the policies of
the government.

He said after the for-
mation of a government
in local body elections,
the state government
will work at three times
the speed.

CM Mann
accuses Centre
of step-motherly
treatment

of Punjab

____ Chandigarh
Punjab  Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann
on Tuesday slammed
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi led BJP gov-
ernment for meting out
a step-motherly treat-
ment to the state thereby
trying to jeopardise de-
velopment and progress
of Punjab.

Taking part in dis-
cussions on the floor
of Punjab Vidhan Sab-
ha, the Chief Mi
while citing the stalling
of funds of RDF, said
that it reflects the dis-
criminatory attitude of
the Union government
against Punjab and Pun-
jabis.

Ie said that the Cen-
tral government leaves
no stone unturned to de-
fame Punjab and recent
landing of US planes
carrying deportees in
Amritsar despite the fact
that most of them were
from other states is an
example of it.

Mann said that he had
vehemently opposed it
and sole motive was to
tarnish the image of state
the plane carrying depor-
tees is being landed here
without any rationale.

The chief minister said
if the plane carrying for-
mer Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Shiekh Ha-
seena can be landed at
indon airport then why
can’t this plane be taken
to any other part of the
country.

Mann said that illegal
immigration is not only
the problem of Punjab
but it is a national prob-
lem whereas projection
is being made that Pun-
jab is severely affected
by this so only Punjabis
were heing  deported
from the United States.

He said that such an
attitude towards the
state is intolerable, un-
warranted and undesir-
able as we cannot com-
promise with the dignity
and pride of the state.
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Punjab Assembly unanimously
rejects Centre’s draft farm policy

B Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann led the charge against the Centre’s alleged anti-farmer policies discussion on the
resolution brought by the state government to reject the Draft National Policy on Agricultural Marketing.

Chandigarh

e Punjab Assem-
bly  unanimously
passed aresolution

against the Union Gov-
ernment’s draft Nation-
al Policy Framework on
Agricultural Marketing,
stating that it is an at-
tempt to reintroduce the
three farm laws repealed
by the Centre in 2020-21
after widespread farmer
protest

The policy was unan-
imously rejected by the
House in the Vidhan
Sabha, with MLAs from
across all parties re-
Jjecting it. The two BJP
MLAs, Ashwani Sharma
and Jangi Lal Mahajan,
were not present during
the two-hour discussion
on the policy.

Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann led
the charge against the
Centre over the latter's
alleged anti-farmer pol-
icies during the discus-
sion on the resolution
brought by the state's
Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment to reject the
Draft National Policy on
Agricultural Marketing.

Introducing the reso-
lution, state agriculture
minister Gurmeet Sin-
gh Khudian said, “The
House rejects the draft
National Policy Frame-
work on Agricultural
Marketing. The House
feels that this draft pol-
icy is an attempt to bring
back the contentious
provisions of the three
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farm laws repealed in
2021 hy the Government
of India after 2 long pro-
test by farmers."

"The House feels since
this issue is a state sub-
ject, according to the
Constitution, the Cen-
tre should not come up
with any such policy and
should leave it to the
wisdom of the states to
frame suitable policies
on the subject according
to its concerns and re-
quirements,” he added.

Speaking on the res-
olution, CM Mann said
that the central govern-
ment wants to replicate
the three controversial
farm laws through other
means.

Closure of Shambhu Khanauri
border has impacted trade and
industry: Punjab minister

4%
Komal Ramola

Chandigarh
Punjab Cabinet Minister
Aman Arora on Tues-
day stressed the need
to open the Shambhu
and Khanauri border
points, saying that their
closure has lefi Punjab
"cut off” from the rest of
the country, resulting
in a "big impact" on the
state’s trade and indus-
try.

Tf trade and industry
are finished, how will
Punjab be saved, said
Arora, who is the also
Punjab AAP president.

He made this state-
ment while participat-
ing in a debate on the
resolution against the
Centre's draft National
Policy Framework on
Agricultural Marketing
on the concluding day of
the two-day Punjab As-
sembly session.

Notably, farmers un-
der the banner of the
Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (Non-Political) and
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha
are leading the 'Delhi
Chalo' march to press
the government to ac-
cept their various de-
miands, including the
provision of a
guarantee for Minimum
Support Price (MSP) on
crops.

The protesting farm-
ers have been sta-
tioned at the Shambhu
{Shambhu-Ambala) and
Khanauri(Sangrur-Jind)
border points between
Punjab and Haryana
since February 13 of last
year, when their march
was halted by security

force:

Arora said that for the
last year, Punjab has
been cut off from the

country.
"The Shambhu and
Khanauri borders are

two lifelines. Punjab has
been cut off, and this has
had a very big impact
on the work of traders,
industrialists, and shop-
keepers,” he said.

"1f we put politics aside,
there is a need to save
Punjab. Punjab can be
saved by saving agricul-
ture and it can be saved
by saving industry. If we
save every sector, then
the entire Punjab will be
saved," he added.

Arora further pointed
out that the state’s in-
dustries were witnessing
cancellations of orders
from buyers due to the
closure of the roads.

"If you ask any indus-
try, it will tell you that
companies are cancel-
ling their national and
international orders be-
cause ‘dharnas' are tak-
ing place and roads are
closed, preventing theni
from completing their
orders," said Arora,

"If trade or industry
is finished, how will we
save Punjab?" he asked.

"A house committee
comprising  members
of all parties should be
formed. They should
meet with farmer lead-
ers Jagjit Singh Dallewal
and Sarwan Singh Pand-
her. T believe they will
accept it, and we will be
able to reopen those two
lifeline roads and save
trade," he said.

“Be it the issue of ru-
ral development fund
(RDF) or any other issue
concerning the state, the
Centre does not leave
any issue to target Pun-
jab. The most recent
example is the issue of
Indians being deport-
ed from the US. Even
though few Punjabis
were among the depor-
tees, the US military
planes were made to
land at Amritsar so that
only Punjab’s name gets
tarnished,” Mann
said.

While rejecting the
policy, MLAs from both
treasury and opposition
benches said that bring-
ing a policy on agricul-

ture marketing, which
is a state subject, is in-
terference by the Centre
and against the spirit of
the Constitution.

They added that the
broad spirit of the poli-
cy is to promote private
markets and to signif-
icantly dilute the Agri-
cultural Produce Mar-
ket Committee (APMC)
markets, so as to even-
tually make them irrel-
evant.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion and senior Congress
leader Partap Singh Ba-
jwa lent support for the
resolution brought by
the government. e said
that the draft of the Na-
tional Policy Framework

on Agricultural Market-
ing is going to be fatal
for the farming sector
of Punjab, and the Pun-
Jjab Congress is prepared
to support the Punjab
government against the
Ssame.

“The Punjab Congress
will do anything to de-
fend the interests of
Punjab. We don't even
shy away from fighting
together with the Punjab
government to protect
the rights and causes of
Punjab,” Bajwa added.

Terming the BJP as
the anti-Punjab party,
Bajwa said that the BJP
is hell-bent on weakening
Punjab both economical-
ly and politically.

“The BJP only serves
the interests of multi-
national companies and
big corporations and
is least bothered about
working for the interests
of farmers and other un-

privileged sections, he
said.
“The saffron party

has been conspiring to
undermine the farming
sector for a long time.
During the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led BJP gov-
ernment, the Shanta Ku-
mar Commission on Ag-
riculture recommended
dismantling the Food
Corporation of India
(FCI). The BJP govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Prime Ministe)
Narendra Modi is still
pursuing the same,” Ba-
Jwaadded.

Mann slams Cong's

Bajwa for claiming Punjab
AAP MLAs in touch with
him to switch sides

Chandigarh

chief said.

A day after Punjab Con-
gress leader Partap Sin-
gh Bajwa claimed that
32 ruling AAP MLAs
were in touch with him
to switch sides, Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann Tuesday asked
him to focus on keeping
his party's legislators to-
gether.

Bajwa  had  also
claimed that Mann was
in touch with the BJP.
"When (Arvind) Kejriwal
decides to remove him,
he (Mann) will pack
his bags and join them
(BJP)," he had claimed.

Winding up a debate
in the Assembly on a
resolution against the
Centre's draft National
Policy Framework on
Agricnltural  Marketing,
Mann lashed out at the
leader of the opposition
for his "baseless state-
ment" about AAP MLAs
and termed it a rhetoric
to hog media limelight.

"They are into estab-
lishing contact with
other MLAs but do not
have any contact with
their own," said the chief
minister in a jibe at the
Congress.

Mann said that ever
since he assumed office,
Congress leaders have
been claiming that he
will not remain chief
minister for six months
or one year. "A day after
the Delhi assembly polls,
they again claimed that
T will be replaced,” the

Punjab Assembly sees unruly scenes following
allegations against Power minister: Harbhajan Singh

Chandigarh
Unruly scenes were wit-
nessed in the Punjab As-
sembly on Tuesday after
Congress leader Partap
Singh Bajwa alleged col-
lection of money from
officials of the state pow-
er utility for the AAP
in the wake of recent-
ly-held Delhi assemibly
polls.

Punjab Power Min-
ister Tlarbhajan Sin-
gh refuted the charge,
slamming the leader
of opposition for level-
ling baseless allegations
against him.

Tleated exchanges

-

were  witnessed  be-
tween Bajwa and Sin-
gh, prompting Speaker
Kaltar Singh Sandhwan
to intervene and ask
them to sit down.
Sandhwan even banged

his gavel to restore order
in the ITouse.

During the zero hour
on the concluding day
of the two-day Vidhan
Sabha session here, sen-
ior Congress leader Ba-

Punjab Police raid 1,274
immigration flrms across state

__ Chandigarh

In a bid to protect the
vouth aspiring to settle
abroad from falling prey
to illegal travel agents,
Punjab Police conduct-
ed raids and carried out
search operations at as
many as 1274 immigra-
tion firms across the
state.

The massive opera-
tion against illegal trav-
el agents was carried
out on the directions of
Punjab Director General
of Police (DGP) Gaurav
Yadav  simultaneously
in all the 28 Police dis-
triets from 11 am till late
evening on Monday.

The development
came amidst the ongo-
ing crackdown against
illegal travel agents
across the state in the
wake of the deportation
of Indians from the USA.

Divulging details, Spe-
cial DGP Law and Order
Arpit Shukla, who was
personally  monitoring
this daylong state-level
operation, said police
teams have registered
at least 24 first infor-
mation reports (FIRs)
against defaulter travel
agents and arrested sev-
en of them.

He said all CPs and
SSPs were asked to
constitute special po-
lice teams under the
supervision of gazet-
ted officers to carry out

u

searches at all the immi-
gration and travel agent
firms in their respective
Jjurisdictions.

“All the CPs and SSPs
were directed to ensure
strict  action against
those travel agents, who
were found violating the
mandatory  provisions
and procedures of the
Punjab Travel Profes-
sionals’ Regulation Act,
2012, or have defraud-
ed innocent people with
false promises of facili-
tating illegal entry into
foreign countries,” said
the Special DGP.

As per the provisions
of The Punjab Travel
Professionals” Regula-
tion Act 2012, all travel
agents are mandated to
abtain a license from the
Deputy Commissioner’s
office, which is valid for
five years and renewable

hsequent five-year

LiCEDSEd agenns are
also required to display
their l}icenses promi-
nently, maintain records

of clients -and services,
and inform authorities
before ad ertising or
holding seminars.
Additionally, agents

jwa eclaimed that an
engineers' association
of the power utility
-- Punjab State Power
Corporation  recent-
Iy wrote to the chief
niinister claiming that
money was demanded
from a superintendent
engineer in Hoshiar-
pur for "helping” the

AAP in the Delbi
polls.
Bajwa further al-

leged that it came to
the fore that money
was demanded from
circle offices of the
PSPCL at the behest of
the power minister.

Asking the Congress to
introspeet, he said, "You
scored a zero for the
third time in Delhi. You
set your house in order.
There are four to five
groups (in Punjab Con-
gress)."

itting out at Bajwa,
the chief minister said
such leaders unabated-
ly issue such irrational
statements but never
raise the issue of the
Punjab before the Union
government,

During Congress rule,
the chief ministers were
the "most inaccessible,
corrupt and inefficient
leaders due to which
they were rejected by the
people”, he alleged.

People have seen the
previous chief minister
only on a few oceasions
in the state as the "epi-
curean monarch" was ei-
ther busy in his personal
works or was glued to
his chair in the palace,
Mann said.

On the draft agricul-
ture marketing policy,
Mann said it was out-
rightly rejected by the
Punjab government as
it was totally against the
interests of the state,

"Though Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
boasts a lot about the
initiatives taken by his
government for food
growers, he and his gov-
ernment are inimical to
farmers, especially those
from Punjab," he alleged.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that,
Mumbadevi Developers filed|
RAC. Suit, being Suit No. 483 of|
2006 against Shrl Bhagwan)
Singh Sethl, who expired and his|
legal heirs were bought on record|
in Court Room No. 9 of Smalll
Causes Court at Mumbai - 400002
and daughter of deceased Mrs.
Manmeet Kaur who is residing at|
B-169, 1st Floor, Shashank Lok,
Gurgaon, Haryana i.e last knowr|
address given in the proceeding of|
Caurt records,

As Plantiff tried to serve Mrs,
Manmeet Kuar by R.P.A.D. but
the said came back and herefore|
Mrs. Manmeet Kaur remained (o)
be served.

Soas per Court Order this Public
Natice is given to complete service
upon the unserved daughter.

The next date is within 15 days|
from the date of this publication,|

hereof. Failing the Court]
proceeding will be at ex-parte. ¢
UTTAM PARMAR

ADVOCATE tiGH
ADVOCATE FOR PLANTIFF

18, Srineth Bhivan, 27,
Pickst Cross Road, Mumba-400002,

Moblle No. 7021916184,
Mui Date: 26/02/20;

as per schedule mentioned.

official website :
& s://ete
these websites for any
corrigendum etc.

(0]
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E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are Invited from firms/contractors registered with
UPLC Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids
can be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded

all tenders are available on NOIDA Authority's

www.noldaauthorityonline.in
ic.in. Please ensure to see

1. 25/GM(E/M)Sr.M (E/M)-
30Mir/18 Mtr High Mast in Sector-163, 165, 166, 167, 168
and Related Villages, Noida. Cost - Rs. 20.46 Lacs

26/GM(E/M)SK.M (E/M)-IV/2024-25, Supply, Installation,
Testing and Commissioning of 62.5 KVA DG Set in
Gaushala Sector-135, Noida. Cost - Rs. 17.39 Lacs

Whlen can be upluadld by date 12.03.2025 upto 5.00 PM.

The details and conditions of

changes / amendments &

1V/2024-25, Maintenance of

are prohibited from en-
gaging in activities be-
vond their licensed ser-
vices, including human
smuggling or unauthor-
ised emigration assis-
tance. Non-compliance
can result in suspension
or cancellation of the li-
cense and legal action.

Agency

1703.2025-(11MAM
B

1. 23/GM(E/M)Sr.M (E/M)-1V/2024-25, Maintenance of 30
Mir/18 Mtr High Mast Expressway from
Greater Noida Border, Nolda. Cost - Rs. 28.38 Lacs.

Whlehnn huploadedbydihﬂﬁ(xl.zozi upto 5.00 PM.

on date

Sector-14A to

U703.202§al11mAﬂ|
Ofice : Sector - 5, Noida

EAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA
NORTHERN RAILWAY

OPEN TENDER NOTICE
The Divisional Engineer/Track, Northem Railway, DRM Office, Delhi Division, State Eniry Road, New Deihi-110055, fo|

on date
General Manager (E&M)
NOIDA

s. | NiT|

No.| No. Nama of work

Date of

to be deposited

pariod | opening

(Cum, 85 mm

whatsosver

4 cost of work
[Sunplying, siacking = loadlnq of 30,000
gauge stor st (Machine

erushed) il Rallay waqnns bl
i0. 01 81 TKD. ( including all leads & Iift,
GST, mm.mnm!mwrhspmm-

Rs. 3,86,41,500/-|

Rs. 3,43,200

12 Months |18.03.2025

junder DEN/Track/DLI,

Fabrication assembly of G-3/L lype Glued
2 | 32|insulation joints &t Track Depot. Shakurbasti

Rs: 2,48,99,085/-|

Rs. 2,74.500/-

12 Months |18.03.2025

frs. on 18.03.

The e-tander s (o ba submitiad nrough ralway website itps:/wwwireps. gov.in" The tenders can be submit on

NO: 128-W/Sr. DEN-C/NIT-31-32-2024-25-WC Date: 24.02 2025

8082025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE



By Priyanka Saurabh

Climate action must be
decisive to prevent dan-
gerous declines in global
sea ice. Adaptive poli-
cies and improved polar
monitoring will increase
climate resilience. A sus-
tainable future depends
on everyone’s determina-
tion to reduce emissions
and protect the planet’s
fragile cryosphere. Many
communities lack pre-
paredness to deal with
the threats of climate
change. Investing in re-
silient infrastructure that

can withstand future
climate risks is vital for
communities.

|
By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

Street theatre developed
in the early 20th century
to liberate the working
class and strengthen rev-
olution against the estab-
lished authority. It was
initiated primarily by left-
ist theater activists in In-
dia during the anti-colo-
nial era. Although street
theatre and folk theatre
have many similarities,
street theatre is a partici-
patory social communica-
tion process rather thana
straightforward  artistic
medium. This essay ex-
amines the function and
potential of street theat-
er as a tool for commu-
nity development that
seeks to promote social
change. Soon after India
gained independence in
1947, the theater indus-
try experienced signifi-
cant upheaval.
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The challenge is increasing temperature
and changing atmospheric patterns

n important fac-
tor controlling the
Earth's climate is

the amount of sea ice
floating in the polar re-
gions. However, due to
changing  atmospher-
ic patterns and rising
temperatures, this has
declined to a record low
of 15-76 million square
kilometres. Global tem-
peratures are rising,
ocean currents are be-
coming turbulent, and
extreme weather events
are becoming worse
as a result of this de-
cline. Extreme weather
events around the world
are being affected by
changes in the Earth's
climate. The frequency
and intensity of devas-
tating wildfires, years-
long droughts, heavy
rainfall, severe flooding,
record-breaking  heat
waves on land and at sea,
and widespread flood-
ing during storms are all
increasing. Since the In-
dustrial Revolution, hu-
man activities, particu-
larly the burning of fossil
fuels, have caused a rap-
id increase in the atmos-
pheric concentration of
greenhouse gases. Meth-
ane, carbon dioxide, and
other gases act like a
blanket, trapping heat
and warming the Earth
as their concentrations
increase. As a result, the
air and oceans on Earth
become warmer. Ice on
land melts, weather pat-
terns change, and the
water cycle is affected
by this temperature rise,
making extreme weath-
er conditions worse, Cli-
mate change affects our
society in many ways,
Droughts can affect
human health and food
production. Floods can
damage infrastructure
and ecosystems and
spread disease. In ad-
dition to changing food
availability and limit-
ing worker productivity,
human health problems
caused by droughts,
floods and other weath-

er events also increase
mortality. The phys-
ical infrastructure of
our transportation and
communication systems
includes roads, bridg-
es, ports, electric grids,
broadband internet and
other components. It is
often designed to last
for many years. There-
fore, the infrastructure
in most communities
was built without con-
sidering climate change.
Current infrastructure
may not be able to han-
dle severe weather con-
ditions such as wind,
snow, flooding, heavy
rain or temperature
fluctuations. The im-
pacts of these events
can take many differ-
ent forms. For example,
higher temperatures
cause indoor cooling
needs, which can put
pressure on the energy
grid. Flo()dmg caused

lly exces-

ice melts faster at the
base. Warmer water is
brought into the Arctic
by the Atlantic Meridi-
onal Overturning Circu-
lation (AMOC), which
reduces the stability of
the ice. These climate
patterns affect oceanic
and atmospheric condi-
tions as well as the rate
of ice formation and
melting. The 2015-2016
El Nifio event increased
ocean temperatures and
reduced Antarctica’s sea
ice to record lows. Large
voleanic eruptions re-
lease aerosols, which
have the potential to
temporarily cool the
atmosphere, but they
can also be a contribut-
ing factor to warming
oceans in the long term.

The 2022 Hunga Ton-
ga eruption released
water vapor into the
stratosphere, potentially
g the warming

by

sive rainfall that exceeds
stormwater  drainage
capacity can close major
routes, businesses and
highways.

Coastal infrastructure,
such as water supplies,
roads, bridges and more,
are at risk due to sea
level rise. Since much
of the population lives
in coastal areas, mil-
lions of people will be
affected by the risks. In
addition, sea level rise
can lead to coastal ero-
sion and flooding due
to high tides. Research
suggests that some coni-
munities will reach or be
at sea level by the year
2100. Now it will be up
to them to decide what
to do. During a process
called managed retreat,
communities will Tlike-
ly move away from the
shoreline and make
changes to their infra-
structure. Ocean heat
transport is primarily re-
sponsible for the global
decline in sea ice. When
warm ocean currents en-
ter the polar regions, sea

effect over time. More
powerful storms cause
fragile sea ice to break
up, making it more like-
ly to melt and be affect-
ed by ocean currents.
Storms in the Barents
and Bering Seas will
cause ice to break up in
2024, resulting in re-
cord lows of Arctic sea
ice cover. Methane and
carbon dioxide trap heat
in the atmosphere, rais-
ing global temperatures
and accelerating polar
ice melt. Arctic sea ice
has been declining at a
dec-
ade since 1981, due to
the dramatic increase
in carbon dioxide levels
caused by the Industri-
al Revolution. Ocean
acidification and atmos-
pheric temperature rise
are caused by pollut-
ants released from the
burning of coal, oil, and
gas. Arctic amplification
is the process whereby
the Arctic warms up to
four times faster than
the global average due
to heat-absorbing emis-
sions from industrial

activities. When forests
are destroyed, less car-
bon is absorbed and
when cities grow, more
heat is retained, which
affects atmospheric cir-
culation. Sea ice degra-
dation and global warm-
ing are indirectly caused
by deforestation in the
Amazon, which reduc-
es carbon 'xh<0|11n0n
Drilling and increasing
marine activities in the
Arctic region disrupt the
sea ice ecosystem and
generate pollution and
heat, which contribute
to local temperature rise.
The rapid migratory ac-
tivity in the Arctic region
following the discovery
of natural resources in
the region has further
reinforced this mecha-
nism, resulting in great-
erloss of polar ice.

As sea ice on Farth de-
creases, oceans absorb
more heat, which reduc-
es albedo, or reflectivity,
and warms even more,
Climate change is ac-
celerated by the Arctic’s
declining albedo effect,
causing polar regions
to warm twice as fast
as the rest of the world.
Freshwater released
from melting ice reduc-
es salinity and slows
deep-ocean circulation,
which has an impact on
climate regulation. A
weakening Atlantic Me-
ridional ~ Overturning
Circulation (AMOC) is
likely to alter weather
patterns in the Indian
Ocean region, Europe,
and North America. In-
directly, melting sea ice
speeds up the melting
of land-based ice sheets,
raising sea levels world-
wide. When all the ice
melts, the Greenland
ice sheet will raise sea
levels by about 23 feet.
Temperamre changes
are increasing storms,
droughts, and heat
waves, affecting atmos-
pheric circulation. The
Jet stream is affected by
melting Arctic ice, lead-

ing to longer heat waves
across North America
and Europe. Melting sea
ice disrupts food chains,
endangering fisheries
and marine life that
depend on cold-water
habitats. Entire ecosys-
tems are affected, as krill
populations in Antare-
tica decline and polar
bears and seals lose their
hunting grounds.

Climate action must
be decisive to prevent
dangerous declines
in global sea ice. Ice
loss can be reduced by
strengthening  global
climate pledges such
as the Polar Code, pro-
moting the clean energy
transition, and funding
geoengineering  initia-
tives. Adaptive policies
and improved polar
monitoring will increase
climate resilience. A
sustainable future de-
pends on everyone's de-
termination to reduce
emissions and protect
the planet’s fragile cry-
osphere. Many commu-
nities lack preparation
to deal with the threats
of climate change. Sei-
entists are research-
ing how communities
are affected by climate
change now and in the
future, and can suggest
best practices. Investing
in resilient infrastruc-
ture that can withstand
future climate risks is
important for commu-
nities. All members of
our society, including
teachers, risk commu-
nicators, emergency
managers, and city plan-
ners, should receive en-
vironmental education
about this. Through en-
vironmental education,
anyone can learn how
to prepare for climate
change.

(Priyanka  Saurabh,
Research Scholar in Po-
litical Science)

Performing arts and theatre are
linked to sociopolitical movements

s regional theat-
er traditions
have evolved, In-

dia’s theater and per-
forming arts have been
catalysts for social and
political change. Thea-
tre has proven to be a
powerful medium for
promotmg justice, re-
sisting authority, and
drawing attention to
social injustice. Grow-
ing regional nation-
alism, the question of
nation, and the com-
plex narratives of
anti-colonial  strug-
gle have influenced
the development of
regional theater tra-
ditions. For exam-
ple, the Bengali play
Nil Darpan (1860)
narrated how indigo
farmers were exploit-
ed during British rule.
Modern theatre The
intersection of colo-
nial models of cul-
tural production and
traditional  cultural
practices has shaped
modern theater. Per-
forming arts, includ-

ing theater, have re-
mained a powerful
tool for promoting

social change and a
vibrant platform for
debate. Theatre has
long been a power-
ful tool for raising
awareness,  reform,
and resistance in In-
dia, influencing po-
litical movements as
well as social struc-
tures. From classical
rituals to contempo-
rary street plays, it
has never stopped
changing to reflect
and  influence so-
cial changes. Social

injustice has long
been brought to light
through theater.

The exploitation of
indigo farmers dur-
ing British rule was
made public by the
Bengali theatre’s Nil
Darpan in 1860. Dur-
ing the independence
movement, people
largely organ-
through plays
and folk performanc-
es. Through theatre,
the Indian People’s
Theatre Association
(IPTA) promoted an-
ti-colonial sentiment
in 1943. Lower-class
communities have
been able to express
their identity through
theater. Dalit empow-
erment and Ambed-
karite philosophy are
promoted by Bhima
Natya (Maharashtra).
Theater has been used
to expose corruption
and criticize policies.
In the 1980s, Safdar
Hashmi’s Jan Nat-
ya Manch presented
street plays that crit-
icized government
policies; this led to
his assassination in
1989. Law and social
reform  have been
influenced by theat-
er. Vijay Tendulkar’s
1972 book Sakharam
Binder's  discussion
of women’s rights
and revelations of do-
mestic abuse result-
ed in striet censor-
ship laws. Religious
and social traditions:
Ancient theater had
strong religious and
social roots. Kutiyat-
tam (Kerala), recog-
nized by UNESCO in

2001, still upholds
the traditions of San-
skrit theatre. Social

commentary through
folk theatre: Current
socio-political issues

are reflected in folk
traditions.

Class struggle was
depicted in  Jatra
(Bengal) during the
Naxalite movement.
Human rights, democ-
racy, and corruption
became new themes
in  modern theater.
Habib Tanvir's Naya
Theatre in the 1950s
portrayed social is-
sues by combining folk
and modern themes.
State intervention and
censorship:  Political-
ly sensitive plays are
banned by the gov-
ernment. Vijay Ten-
dulkar’'s 1972 film
Ghasiram Kotwal was
banned for exposing
caste-based  corrup-
tion and exploitation.
The popularity of dig-
ital platforms has in-
creased the influence
and reach of theater.
YouTube-based theat-
er groups, such as Jana
Natya Manch, use dig-
ital performances for
social activism. Gov-
ernment and private
sources in India and
abroad have support-
ed Indian theater in
its many forms since
independence, but it
has always been driv-
en by elite talents and
influenced by West-
ern culture, while also
turning to indigenous
resources. Modern-
ist playwrights such
as Vijay Tendulkar,

Badal Sdrkax, Dhar-
mavir Bharati, Mohan
Rakesh, Girish Kar-

nad, Chandmsekhura
Kambar, P. Lankesh,
and Indira Parthasar-
athy were born during
this period; their plays
have been used and
studied all over the
world

These  playwrights
brought intense for-
mal rigor and themat-
ie focus to the mod-
ernist angst in theater.
The crisis of identity
and the consequenc-
es of globalization are
among the themes
that young writers are
currently  discussing
in many places. Mod-
ern Indian theatre is
primarily influenced
by three traditions:
Sanskrit theatre, folk
theatre, and Western
theatre. In fact, the
third is the one that
can be considered the
cornerstone of In-
dian theater today.
We can all see how
theater and perform-
ing arts have evolved
over time, challenged
authority, promoted
justice, and preserved
cultural heritage. To-
day, there are numer-
ous theater groups and
many theater acting
institutes across the
country, from private
to government insti-
tutions. To maintain
their influence, they
have to strengthen
their position through
initiatives for cultur-
al preservation, dig-
ital integration, and
policy support. While

“popular

bringing about social
change in the lives
of the oppressed or
the common masses,
street theatre is at the
heart of the movement
and journey.

To achieve this, it
is necessary to com-
bine the “progressive
community  develop-
ment” process with
education.”.
As a popular theater
practice, street plays
attempt to establish a
participatory process
that is sensitive to the

“cultural forms” of the

target audience. Street
plays, unlike prosceni-
um theatre, are a space
where actors combine
their artistic and pro-
fessional interests
with their political and
social beliefs. Howev-
er, long-term develop-
mental planning must
be integrated with the
theatrical process to
fully realize its poten-
tial and make an im-
pact on society. This
goal can be achieved
through street plays
by getting to know the
community, identify-
ing issues of concern
to the people, combin-
ing entertainment and
comniunity expres-
sion, inviting audience
participation, and
making a call to action.

( Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelance
Jjournalist and col-
umnist, radio and TV
panelist)
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THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

REFELCTION

Lverything  clearly re-
flects. it reflects when
you are loved, it reflects
when you are unloved, it
reflects when you are re-
laxed, it reflects when you
are disturbed. it reflects
when you think of some-
one and blush, it reflects
when someone waits. for
you and your rush, a mere
Teflection of love sweet-
ens everything around
you and a bare reflection
of love poisons everything
around you. eyes with
kindness, mouth with
sweetness, skin with soft-
ness and thoughts with
greatness stay desirable.
don't let anything come
in you that you don’t want
the world to see, because
everything that is in there
will reflect. everything
throws  some  signals
that are felt by everyone
around you. reflection
ur power when
you inside out
your power
when it brings you out-
side in.

life is casy when you and
your reflection are on the
same page, life is difficult
when you are your re-
fleetions don’t really talk
to each other and life is
death when your own
reflection is your enemy.
clean yourself everyday
as you get yourself dirty
everyday, nourish your-
self everyday as you fight
a battle everyday, cher-
ish yourself everyday as
you remain with yourself
everyday, adjust with
yourself everyday as you
change yourself everyday,
hold yourself everyday as
vou let fall yourself every-
day, save yourself every-
day as you spend yourself
everyday, praise yourself
everyday as you insult
yourself everyday, cele-
brate yourself every day as
you find yourself everyday,

Moral: Be so clean in
life that you can feel
proud of your reflec-
tion.
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New Delhi

here isno place for

aggression and in-

decency in the pro-

ceedings of Parlia-
ment or the legislature and
members are expected to
show complete respect and
deference towards each oth-
er, the Supreme Court said
on Tuesday.

The top court said the
right to speak inside the
House cannot be harnessed
asatool toinsult, humiliate
and defame a fellow mem-
‘ber, ministers and most im-
portantly, the chair itself.

Abench of Justices Surya
Kantand N Kotiswar Singh
deprecated the conduct of
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
MLC Sunil Kumar Singhin
Bihar Legislative Council
(BLC) for sloganeering
against Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, but set aside his ex-
pulsion from the House
while terming it as harsh
and excessive.

"It needs no emphasis
thatthereis no place for ag-
gression and indecency in
the proceedings of Parlia-
ment or the Legislature.
Members are expected to

processes,” the bench said.

The top court said this
ensures that debates and
diseussions are productive,
focused on the issues at
hand, and conducted in a
manner that upholds the
dignity of the institution.

"The right to speak in-
side the House cannot be
harmessed as a tool to insult,
humiliate or defame a fellow
member, Ministers and
most importantly, the Chair
itself,” it said.

While dealing with the
asped of the role of courts in

show lete respect and
deference towards each oth-
er. This expectation is not
merely a matter of tradi-
tion or formality; it is es-

ser the action of
the House, the bench said
constitutional courts assume
a crucial role in ensuring
that the actions imposing

sential for the eff frme-
tioning of democratic

Lok Sabha Speaker
constitutes
committee to
sanction leave of
MPs

- [

New Del
Lok Sabha Sp. r Om
Birla has formed a eom-
mittee, chaired by BJP
member Biplab Kumar
Deb, to review the leave
applications of House
members regarding their
absence from proceedings.

The 15-member com-
mittee was constituted on
Monday as the Punjab and
Ha a High Court is
hearing a petition filed by
Lok Sabha member Am-
ritpal Singh, who is de-
tained in Dibrugarh jail,
seeking permission to at-
tend the Parliament ses
sion.

Singh had contended
that he stood to lose his
membership of the Lok
Sabha if he remained ab-
sent from the House for
60 days.

Elected to the Lok Sab-
ha from the Khadoor
Sahib constituency in the
general elections last year,
Singh has been detained in
Assam under the Nation-
al Security Act since 2023,

‘The Committee on Ab-
sence of Members from
the Sittings of the House is
chaired by Deb, a former
Tripura chief minister, and
includes 14 members:
Saumitra Khan, Gyanesh-
war Patil, Jai Prakash,
Gopal Thakur, Man-
sukhbhai Vasava (all BIP),
Anand Bhadauria (SP),
Asit Kumar Mal (Tri-
namool), Gowaal Padavi,
V K Sreekandan, and
Prashant Padole (Con-
gress), Amra Ram (CPI-
M). Kesineni Sivanath
(TDP), and Nalin Soren
(TMM).

p on S
are proportionate and just.

“There is no gainsaid that
imposing a disproportionate
punishment not only un-
dermines democratic val-
ues by depriving the mem-
ber of participating in the
proceedings of the House
but also affects the elec-
torates of the constituency
who remain unrepresent-
ed." it said, adding that in
India's  representative
democracy, the main func-
tion of a legislator is to act as
a reflection of the people's
will

Justice Surya Kant, who
penned the verdiet on behalf
ofthe bench, said instead of
being a free agent to follow
their conviction, the legisla-
tors are agents of the elec-
tarates and thus obligated to
reflect the opinions and val-
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No place for aggression indecency
in Parliament or Assembly: SC

B The top court said the right to speak inside the House cannot be harnessed as a tool to insult,
humiliate and defame a fellow member, ministers and most importantly, the chair itself.

ues of the people they rep-
resent.

"The removal of a mem-
ber from the House there-
fore is a significant issue
for both the member and the
constituency they represent.
The democratic process re-
lies on the active participa-
tion of all members, and
even briefabsences can im-
pede a member’s ability to
contribute to critical leg-
islative discussions and de-
cisions," the bench said.

Itadded that the absence
ofmembers from the House
can have far-reaching im-
plications on the legislative
outcomes and the repre-
sentation of their con-
stituency's interests.

"We dlarify that while rep-
resentation of the con-

Ex-CJI Lalit other legal experts
appear before ONOE committee

New Delhi
Former Chief Justice of
India U U Lalit and for-
mer Law Commission of
India chairperson Ritu
Raj Awasthi shared their
views on Tuesday before
the Joint Parliamentary
Committee studying the
two bills for simultane-
ous polls as the panel be-
gan consulting experts
and stakeholders.

Opposition members
eriticised the concept,
with Congress MP Privan-
ka Gandhi Vadra claiming
"one nation one election”
(ONOE) will weaken
democracy by tinkering
with tenure of legislatures
and impinge on people's
rights, sources said.

A BJP ally wondered if
a gap of five years be-
tween two elections will
weaken elected represen-
tatives' accountability to
people, they added.

1AS officer Niten Chan-
dra, secretary of the high-
level Kovind committee,
and E M Sudarsana
Natchiappan, a senior ad-
vocate and former Con-
gress MP who had headed
in 2015 a pariamentary
committee that favoured
simultaneous polls, also
appeared before the pan-

/i

el, They could not share
their views due to to
paucity of time and are
expected to present their
views later,

Awasthi spoke in detail
about the benefits of the
simultaneous Lok Sabha
and state assembly elec-
tions in terms of savings
and boost to development.

The parliamentary com-
mittee’s agenda for the
February 25 meeting is
briefly listed as "interac-
tion with legal experts".

The high-level commit-
tee headed by former
president Ram Nath
Kovind was constituted
by the Modi government
on 'one mation one elec-
tion' and it had in its vo-
luminous report strongly

batted for the concept.

Subsequently, the
Union Cabinet accepted
the committee's recom-
mendations and the gov-
ernment tabled two bills,
including one seeking to
amend the Constitution,
in Lok Sabha.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla constituted a 39-
member Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee headed
by BJP MP and former
law minister P P Chaud-
hary.

The parliamentary com-
mittee had so far held two
meetings, excluding Tues-
day's, in which prepared
broad details of its agen-
da and the list of stake-
holders and experts to be
consulted is given.

stitneney is not the sole fac-
torin determining the pun-
ishmenttobe imposed ona
member, it nonetheless re-
mains an important aspect
that merits due considera-
tion," the bench said.

Emphasising that the ab-
sence of a duly elected rep-
resentative disrupts the
democratic process and un-
dermines the voice of the
electorate, the bench said in
such'asituation, if the pun-
ishment inflicted upon the
‘member concerned appears
to be prima facie harsh and
disproportionate, Constitu-
tional courts owe a duty to
undo such gross injustice
and review the proportion-
ality of such disqualifica-
tions or expulsions.

"Itis pertinent to add that
the said responsibility in-
volves a delicate balance
where courts must act deci-
sively to strike down exces-
sively harsh actions that
threaten our democratic fab-
i vibile S e

It held that there is no
absolute bar on the Consti-
tutional courts to examine
the proportionality of the
punishment imposed on a
member while reviewing the
validity of the action taken by
the House.

"By focusing on the pro-
portionality of punishment,
courtsmust ensure that jus-
tice aligns with constitu-
tional values and societal
norms, thereby upholding
the integrity of the demo-
cratic process,’ the bench
said.

On July 26, 2024, Singh
was expelled from the Bihar
Legislative Council for his
unruly behaviour in the
House.

Singh. considered close
to RID supremo Lalu Prasad
and his family, was charged
with sloganeering against
the chief minister on Febru-
ary 13, 2024, during a heat-
ed exchange in the House.

In 2024, the motion for

ghi's Ision was passed

ercising restraint to avoid
encroaching upon the leg-
islative domain.

"We reiterate that courts
st reflect a certain degree
of deference t the legislative
will and wisdom, intervening
only when the action pre-
seribedis so disproportion-
ate that it shocks the intrin-
sic sense of justice," the
bench underscored.

by voice vote, a day after
the ethics committee sub-
mitted its report to acting
chairman Awadhesh Narain
Singh.

Singh was also charged
with "insulting the chief min-
ister by mimicking his body
langnage" and questioning
the competence of the mem-
bers of the ethics commritiee
after appearing before it.

India-China relationship
entering 'phase of
recovery': Chinese envoy

New Delhi
india-China ties are enter-
ing the "phase of recovery"”
and the relationship be-
tween the two nations is
"one of the most impor-
tant" bilateral engagement
globally, Chinese ambassa-
dor Xu Feihong said on
Tuesday.

In an address atan event,
Xu also said that the re-
cent Special Representa-
tives (SR) dialogue and the
talks under "Foreign Secre-
tary-Vice Minister' mecha-
nism between the two sides
produced common under-
standings on the boundary
question and created an op-
portunity to reboot the ties.

New Delhi and Beijing
are in the process of nor-
malising bilateral ties fol-
lowing an understanding
last year toend the face-off
on the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) in eastern
Ladakh.

National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval and Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi held
the 23rd Special Represen-
tative dialogue in Beijing
on December 18.

Weeks later, Foreign Sec-
retary Vikram Misri trav-
elled to the Chinese capital
and held talks with his Chi-
nese counterpart Sun Wei-
dong under the framework
of 'Foreign Secretary-Vice
Minister' mechanism.

"The 23rd Special Repre-
sentatives meeting on Chi-
na-India boundary ques-
tion and Vice Foreign Mi
ister-Foreign Secretary di-
alogue were successfully
held in Beijing, and reached
a series of common under-

standings on the boundary
question and practical co-
operation," Xu said.

"This creates an impor-
tant opportunity for the re-
boot of China-India rela-
tions and provides a broad-
er platform for exchanges
and cooperation between
the youth of our two coun-
tries." he said.

The ambassador, speak-
ingat the third China-India
Youth Dialogue, however
did not elaborate on specif-
ic outcomes of the talks,

“The China-India rela-
tonship is one of the most
important bilateral rela-
tionships in the world. A
sound and stable China-In-
dia relationship meets the
expectations of the two peo-
ples and the international
community," he said.

Xu said both sides should
implement the important
consensus reached by the
leaders of the two coun-
tries, mutually respect each
other's core interests and
view each other's develop-
ment as an opportunity be-
sides encouraging ex-
changes and visits in various
fields.

The ambassador added:
"China-India relations are
entering the phase of re-
coyvery. We will celebrate
the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomat-
icrelations this year."

India and China com-
pleted the disengagement
process late last vear after
firming up a pact for with-
drawal of troops from Dep-
sang and Demchok, the last
two friction points in east-
ern Ladakh.

Railways to run more than 350 trains from
Prayagraj on Maha Shivaratri: Ministry

New Delhi
Elaborate plans have been
put in place for the safe re-
tumn of pilgrims who have
gathered at Prayagraj Maha
Kumbh from various parts of
the country for the final Am-
rit Snan on Maha Shivratri,
the Railway Minisiry said
on Tuesday.

"As the final Amrit Snan of
Maha Kumbh 2025 is sched-
uled for Febuary 26, a large
number of pilgrims from
various states, including Ut~
tar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, West
Bengal have gathered in
Prayagraj to bathe at the
Sangam, the confluence of
the Ganga, Yamuna, and
Saraswati rivers,” a press
statement from the Ministry
said. A total of 350 trains
Thave been planned to run for
the safe and comfortable re-
turn of pilgrims.

According to the Ministry,
foor the past two days, Sunday
and Monday, there was a
high number of passengers
at stations in Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand et who travelled
to Prayagraj for final Amrit
Snan.

"After the Amrit Snan, a
large number of people are
expected to return to their
hometowns, which will like-

Iy lead to a heavy crowd at
railway stations," the Min-
istry said.

Tradded, "Keeping this in
mind, North Central Rail-
way, North Eastern Railway,
and Northern Railway have
made extensive preparations,
and all officials and staff’
have been directed to re-
‘main vigilant at their work-
stations." The Ministry is
expecting a huge rush of pil-
grims similar to Mouni
Amavasya day for which over
360 irains were run, rans-
porting more than 20 lakh
peaple to their destinations.

"Similarly, special amrange-
ments have been made to
run additional trains after the
Maha Shivaratri Snan, and
extra rakes have been sta-
tioned near Prayagraj for
use asneeded,” the Ministry
said.

1t added, "Initially, the
railway had planned for the
operation of approximately
13.500 trains during the
Maha Kurnbh, and as of the
42nd day, more than 15,000
trains, including ‘a large
number of special trains,
have already been run."

running 4 large number of
trains," the Ministry said.

Tt added, "Over 1,500 com-
mercial department staffand
3.000 Railway Protection
Foree (RPF) personnel have
been deployed atall stations
in Prayagraj region."

Besides, according to the
Ministry, 29 squads of the
Railway Protection Special
Foree, two squads of Women
Railway Protection Special
22 dog squads, and
two bomb disposal squads
have been stationed in
Prayagraj.

‘The press note said that
medical facilities were also
available at various stations,
where serious cases of pil-
grims were treated in obser-
vation rooms.

The press note said that "During the Miha Knmbh
the entire railway operation 2025, many pilgrims made
isbeing closely itored by use of the digital services of-
Railway Minister Ashwini  fered by the railway. Mil-
Vaishnawand the Chairman ~ lions of passengers accessed

of the Railway
Board, Satish Kumar along
with other senior railway of-
ficials.

"In light of the en masse
pilgrims expected on Maha
Shivaratri, the railway ad-
ministration has made
arrangements for the con-
venience of passengers, in-
cluding gecurity, shelters,
and easy ticketing apart from

the website and the Kumbh
app for their travel needs,”
the Ministry said.

It added, "In the final
weekend of Maha Kumbh,
the railway continued to
manage regular and special
trains at good fettle. On Sun-
day, the railway successful-
Iyoperated 335 trains. trans-
porting over 16 lakh people
to their destinations."

SC lays down parameters over punishment to members by legislature

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday laid down guide-
lines for the consideration
of courts when it comes to
action taken by the legisla-
ture against its members.

Abench of Justices Surya
Kantand N Kotiswar Singh
said the determination of
what constituted a dispro-
portionate measure was in-
herently complex and sub-
jective and such an assess-
ment required a nuanced
serutiny of the specific cir-
cumstances surrounding
each case.

A one-size-fits-all defi-
nition, the bench said, was
impractical while adjudi-
cating proportionality and
the courts must e

their discretion in a pru-
dent and judicious man-
ner.

The top court, therefore,
laid down the parameters
in a case where it depre-
cated the conduct of RID
MLC Sunil Kumar Singh
in Bihar legislative council
(BLC) for sloganeering

against Chief Minister Ni-
tish Kumar but set aside his
expulsion from the House
while terming it as harsh
and excessive.

The bench said the court
while examining the dis-
proportionate measure
should consider the con-
duct of members in the

house,

The parameters include
degree of obstruction
caused by the member in
the proceedings of the
house, and whether the be-
haviour of the member
brought disrepute to the
dignity of the entire house.

Other parameters out-
lined by the bench include
the previous conduct of the
erring member; the sub-
sequent conduct of the
erring member - express-
ing Temorse, cooperation

with the institutional
serutiny mechanism — an
availabi of lesser re-

strictive measures to disci-
pline the delinquent mem-
ber. The bench said courts
should also consider

whether crude expressions
uttered were deliberate and
motivated or a mere out-
come of language largely
influenced by the loeal di-
alect and whether the
measure adopted was suit-
able for furthering the de-
sired purpose aside from
balancing the interest of
society, particularly the
electorates, with those of
the ering members,

"A gerutiny of the pun-
ishment given to the mem-
bers by the House on the
above mentioned frame-
work will ensure that the
legislative actions are jus-
tified, necessary, and bal-
anced, protecting both the
integrity of the legislative
body and the rights of its

members, as well as the
larger societal objective,”
the bench said.

It was imperative, the
court said, such legislative
action remained mindful
of the fundamental princi-
ple that the purpose of im-
posing punishment was not
to serve as a tool for retri-
bution but uphold and en-
force discipline within the
house.

"The primary objective
should be tomaintain deco-
tum and foster an envi-
ronment of constructive
debate and deliberation.
Any punitive measure must
be proportionate and guid-
ed by considerations of fair-
ness, reasonableness, and
due process, ensuring that

it does not unduly stifle
democratic participation or
underming the representa-
tive nature of the institu-
tion," the court added.

On July 26, 2024, Singh
was expelled from BLC for
his unruly behaviourin the
house.

Singh, considered close to
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad
and his family, was charged
with sloganeering against
CM Kumar on February 13,
2024, during a heated ex-
change in the house.

He was also charged for
"insulting the chief minister
by mimicking his body lan-
guage' and questioning the
competence of the mem-
bers of the ethies commiitee
after appearing before it.
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Meitei village \W/ant kids to embrace modern education
not become ‘mulla’ ‘maulvi’: Adityanath

volunteers
Arambai
Tenggol hold
talks with
Manipur guv

Imphal:
Manipur-based Meitei
village volunteers Aram-
bai Tenggol on Tuesday
held discussions  with
Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla, who sought their
cooperation in restoring
peace and normaley in
thc strife-torn state, offi-
cials said.

The talks also covered
surrendering  weapons
under specific terms and
conditions, they added.

The Arambai Teng-
gol delegation was led
by its chief Koroungan-
ba Khuman and other
functionaries, they said.

Following the meet-
ing, Arambai Tenggol
PRO Robin Mangang
said, “We reached an
understanding, which
will soon be conveyed to
the public. The governor
assured us of efforts to
bring back peace in Ma-
nipur.”

*The governor request-
ed us to give up arms.
We have some terms and
conditions and when
those ave fulfilled, we
will surrender the weap-
ons,” he added.

The group also sub-
mitted a memorandum
to the governor outlin-
ing key demands, in-
cluding border feneing,
NRC  implementation
(1951 as base year), de-
portation of illegal im-
migrants, and strict
action against militants
who violated the Sus-
pension of Operations
(S00) treaty.

Tt also sought protee-
tion from legal action
against the village vol-
unteers and ST status

Ensure clean-
liness tight
security at
temples on
Maha Shivratri
Adityanath to

~ Gorakhpur:
Uttar  Pradesh  Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yana has  directed
officials to ensure com-
prehensive  security ar-
rangements and clean-
liness at temples across
the state for Maha
Shivratri on Wednesday.

Adityanath on Tues-
day held a mecting with
senior officials at the
Gorakhnath Temple
here to review prepara-
tions for the festival, the
UP government said in a
statement.

The chief minister
asserted that the dev-
otees should not face
any inconvenience and
the highest standards
of cleanliness should
be maintained at all the
temples.

He noted thal massive
crowds of peaple are ex-
pected at temples across
the villages and cities,
and instructed the au-
thorities to make special

Pradesh

l lCh[cf Minister
Yogi Adityanath

on Tuesday said his gov-
crnment wants to edu-
cate children to become
“doctors, engineers and
scientists”, not “mullas”
or “maulvis” (religious
clerics).

Addressing  the Leg-
islative Council, Adit-
yanath said, “The dou-
ble-engine government
is ensuring modern ed-
ucation for all children
without any discrimi-
nation. ‘Kathmullapan
ki sanskriti nahi chalegi’
(the culture of religious
extremism will not be
tolerated).”

Quoting former pres-
ident late A P J Abdul

. Adityaath said
i education
is key to social progress.

“The Samajwadi Party
has a nacrow mindset.
The BJP government
does not want to confine
the minority children
only to traditional ma-

asas and turn them
into mullas and maulvis.
Wewantte provide them
with opportunities to be-
come doctors, engineers,
scientists and writers,”
Adityanath said.

The chief minister
said his government is
providing free education

and upgrading schools
with funds from both
the Centre and the state.
"Our goal is to cquip
every child with quality
education, ensuring that
they become valuable
contributors to the soci-
ety,” he said.

Reiterating the state’s
commitment to edu-
cational reforms, Adit-
yanath  said, very
child is God's greatest
creation. They deserve
the best education with-
out any discrimination.
While religious educa-
tion has its place, those
aspiring to be good writ-

modern education.”
Adityanath also high-
lighted the Chief Minis-
ter's Abhyudaya Yojana,
which offers free coach-
ing to underprivileged
students preparing for
competitive exams.
Accusing the opposi-
tion of being ignorant of
the dire realities faced
by the tribal and mar-
ginalised communities,
Adityanath said his gov-
ernment has endeav-
oured to bring them
into the mainstream.
He said tribal commu-
nities like Tharu, Mu-
sahar :md Gond were

ers, . mathe-
maticians, teachers and
engineers must embrace

pr: deprived of
land nwnershlp papers,
ration cards and hous-

Semiconductor plant created entire
ecosystem in Assam: Vaishnaw

Guwahati:

Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Tuesday
said the semiconductor
plant in Assam’s Mori-
gaon distriet has creat-
cd an entire ccosysterm,
attracting  investiment
interest from multiple
countries.

Speaking at a session
on semiconductors, the
minister for railways,
electronies and informa-
tion technology said the
setting up of the semi-
conductor assembly unit
at Morigaon will posi-
tion Assam as a major
hub and very soon, an-
other such unit will be
setup in the state.

Several  companies
from Singapore, Ma-
laysia, and Japan are
expected to sign Memo-
randums of Understand-
ing (MoUs) and set up
offices near the semicon-
ductor plant. he added.

“Apart from semicon-
ductors, Assam will soon
have manufacturing
units for mobile phones
and electronics, further
boosting the state’s in-
dustrial landscape.” he
said.

The decision to set up
the National Institute
of Electronies and In-
formation  Technology

(NIELIT) University
was taken a few months
ago at Jagiroad on en-
croached railway land,
the minister said.

“The land has been
cleared, and the univer-
sity will come up soon,”
he said.

In addition, an elec-
tronics  manufacturing
cluster will be set up at
Bongora in Kamrup dis-
trict, with both the cen-
tral and state govern-
ments working together
to ereate a vibrant in-
dustrial hub, Vaishnaw
said.

He also detailed signif-
icant railway projects in
the region, emphasising
the sector’s close con-
nection to semiconduc-
tor growth.

Two new Amrit Bharat

trains—Silchar-Guwa-
hati Intercity and Guwa-
hati-Agartala Intercity—
have been sanctioned
by Prime Mini: Nar-
endra Modi and are ex-
pected to be operation-
al within the next 10
months, he said.

“To improve connec-
tivity, the government is
working on doubling and
tripling railway tracks,
with plans to quadruple
lines in the Chicken's
Neck area—the narrow
strip  connecting  the
Northeast with the rest
of India,” he added.
Among 90 railway sta-
tions in the Northeast.
60 stations in Assam will
be upgraded to world-
class Amrit stations, in-
cluding Guwahati rail-
way station.

ing, but “the double-cn-
gine government has
brought all these tribes
into the mainstream,
cnsuring that they re-
ceive essential services
and economic opportu-
nities”.

The chief minister
also highlighted his
government’s  poverty
alleviation efforts, stat-
ing that six crore people
in Uttar Pradesh and 25
crove people across In-
dia have moved above
the poverty line in the

last  seven-and-a-half
years.
“In the next three

years, we aim to uplift
13.5 lakh more families
above the poverty line,”

e ————rr—
The chief minister
said his government
is providing free edu-
cation and upgrading
schools with funds
from both the Centre

and the state. l

he said.

A state survey has
identified the families
in need, and the gov-
ernment will work to in-
crease their annual in-
come to at least Rs 1.25
lakh by providing basic
amenities and econom-
ic opportunities, he said.

Adityanath also
slammed the Sﬂl‘nﬂjw1d.l
Party's 'PDA’ (P\(hhda
Dalit, Alpasankhyak
Backward, Dalit, Mmor»
ity) model. cal]ing it a

“dikhawa" (gimmick).

He further said the
previous  governments
ignored serious health
crises like encephalitis,
which claimed  thou-
sands of lives.

“In contrast, our gov-
ernment tackled it as a
mission, launching mass
vaccination drives, im-
proving healtheare infra-
structure, and promoting
sanitation. As a result,
the disease has almost
been eradicated but the
opposition refuses to ac-
knowledge it,” he said.

Varanasi gears up for Mahashivratri
Akharas to lead grand procession

Varanasi:
With an inereased influx
of devotees from the
Maha Kumbh, Varana-
siis all set to celebrate
Mahashivratri with
grandeur, officials said
here on Tuesday.

Various Akharas,
along with a large num-
ber of saints and Naga
sadhus, will take out a
grand procession be-
fore offering prayers at
the revered Shri Kashi
Vishwanath Temple on
Wednesday.

The district admin-
istration and the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple
management have com-
pleted preparations for
the celebrations, Com-
missioner Kaushal Raj
Sharma said on Tues-

ay.

Discussions have
been held with the
heads of Akharas and
other saints who have
arrived from the Maha-
kumbh regarding their
scheduled visit to the
temple, he said.

According to Sharma,
the saints and Akhara
members will be al-
lowed to offer prayers
at the temple from 6
amto 9 am.

In the evening, at
5:30 pm, a grand pro-
cession will commence
from Hanuman Ghat
and Harishchandra
Ghat, proceeding to-
wards Godaulia.

From  there, the

saints and  Akhara
heads will walk to
the temple and enter
through Gate No. 4 for
darshan, he said.

The temple visit is
expected to take ap-
proximately two to
two-and-a-half hours,
after which they will
exit via the Annapur-
naji and Dhundhiraj
Ganesh rontes. Mean-
while, two separate
lines will remain open
at the ghats and Sar-
aswati Phatak for the
general public.

As per Akhara tradi-
tions, another darshan
window of 30 minutes
has been scheduled at
2 pm in the afternoon,

Sharma said.

He also confirmed
that the traditional
“Shiv  Baraat” proces-

sion, organised in co-
ordination with the ad-
ministration, will take
place on February 27, a
day after Mahashivratri,
considering the heavy
rush of devotees and
Akhara members.

UP ministers accuse
SP MLA of comparing
Siksha Mitras with dogs

Lucknow: Uttar
Pradesh ministers
Tuesday accused a Sa-
majwadi Party MLA of
comparing Siksha Mi-
tras -- ad-hoc teachers
in primary schools --
with dogs and sought an
apology from him for
the insult.

Over 2 crore youth have secured
jobs in the MSME sector:

Lucknow:
CM Yogi said that Ut-
tar Pradesh has be-
come one of the most
favorable states in the
country for investment.
The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has made sev-
eral reforms to attract

investors and make
the state the country’s
leading investment

destination.

He said that invest-
ment is now being ap-
proved only through
NOC in the state, due to
which investors do not
need to make rounds of
offices. The government
has ensured that all fa-
cilities are easily availa-
ble to the investors and
they get the benefit of
incentive schemes with-
out any kind of human
hindrance.

The Chief Minister
highlighted the state
government’s efforts to
promote ‘Ease of Doing
Business’ by introducing
several policy reforms,
He stated, “The land
bank has been expand-
ed, and new policies
have been implemented
across various sectors,
making it easier for in-
dustries to grow.”

wes. ol

He mentioned that
the government has
also ensured transpar-
ency in the investment
process, leading to the
establishment of large-
scale industrial units. As
a result, Uttar Pradesh
has emerged as a top
destination for business
and investment in the
country.

Talking about ‘Ease
of Living,’ CM Yogi
described  the govern-
ment’s  initiatives  as
‘milestones in  improv-
ing people’s quality of
life.” He shared that over
2,61 crore toilets have

built, enhancing
sanitation and health
conditions. More than
56 lakh poor families

‘Insulting those searching missing
loved ones’ Akhllesh slams UP CM

ar to ensure
secuuly and conveni-
ence.

Traffic management
around major temples
should be a priority, and
adequate deployment of
police and traffic per-
sonnel must be in place,
the CM said during the
meeting.

Special security meas-
ures should also be in
place for women visiting
temples in both urban
and rural areas, he said.

He also directed offi-
cials to regulate tempo-
rary shops that are set
up outside temples dur-
ing the festival, accord-
ing to the statement.

Advt Contact
9818799941

szuau] (UP):
ywadi Party chief
Akhilesh  Yadav  on

Tuesday accused Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath of in-
sulting families search-
ing for their missing
Joved ones in the Maha
Kumbh by calling them
“yultures”.

Yadav was referring
to Adityanath’s recent
statement in the state
assembly in which he
took a dig at the opposi-
tion and said that “vul-
tures got dead bodies,
pigs got dirt, devotees
got God” in the Maha
Kumbh.

Talking to reporters
in Kannauj, Yadav said,
“Even now, many people
are searching for their
loved ones — brothers,
children and parents
(lost in Maha Kumbh
stampede last month).

Some are still missing.
Is the chief minister
calling these griev
families vultures? This
is the height of insen-
sitivity from someone
holding a constitution-
al position.”

The SP chief said that
the ief minister’s
reference to vultures
was particularly inap-
propriate. given that
he is setting up a vul-

ture breeding eentre in
Gorakhpur, according
to a statement.
Yadav held the BJP
government  responsi-
ble for the stampede
and mismanagement at
the Maha Kumbh and
asked “what was the
chief minister inspect-
ing when such a major
tragedy occurred?”
“The loss of lives and
chaos in Maha Kumbh

is proof of his govern-
ment’s failure,” he said,
demanding an official
list of the deceased and
missing persons.

The  former chief
minister also claimed
that the BJP govern-
ments in Lucknow and
at the Centre are fight-
ing against each other.

he BJP govern-
ments  in  Lucknow
and Delhi are fight-

ing among themselves.
And now we see cen-
tral and state agencies
clashing over the gual-
ity of Ganga water in
Prayagraj,” he said.

Yadav pointed out
that while the UP State
Pollution Control Board
claims the Ganga water
is clean, a central agen-
cy’s report states that it
is unfit for bathing, and
the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) has raised
concerns over pollution
in the river.

On  Adityanath’s at-
tack on the SP in the as-
sembly, Yadav said, “The
language of the chief
minister is undemocrat-
ic, he is making baseless
comments on the social-
ists. He does not know
anything about ‘sama-
jwad’ (socialism), 'sama-
jwadis” (socialists) and
democracy.”

v

1t
have received housing,
while 1.86 crore house-
holds have benefitted
from free LPG connec-
tions under the Ujjwala
Scheme.  Additionally,
156 lakh underprivi-
leged families have been
provided with free elec-
tricity conncctions, sig-
nificantly improving the
standard of living, espe-
cially in rural arcas.

The CM further men-
tioned that the Uttar
Pradesh government is
dedicated to creating
new job opportunitics
for young people. Over
2 crore youth have
found employment in
the MSME sector, while
more than 7.5 lakh
youngsters have secured

UP CM

government jobs.

He said, “In the lat-
est budget, the govern-
ment also announced a
minimum wage policy
for outsourced and con-
tract workers to prevent

their exploitation. Ad-
ditionally, under the
Mukhyamantri Yuva

Udyami Yojana, youth
are being encouraged to
become  self-employed,
marking the beginning
of a new era of entrepre-
neurship in the state.”
The  Chief Minis-
ter emphasized Uttar
Pradesh’s top position
in implementing vari-
ous central government
schemes under Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership. He
stated, “Uttar Pradesh
continnes to lead the
nation in schemes like
the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Urban &
Rural), PM Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi, Ujjwala
Yojana, PM SVANidhi,
PM Swamitva Yojana,
Swachh Bharat Mission,
Easc of Doing Busi-
ness, Jan Dhan Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Surak-
sha Bima Yojana, and
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana.”

UP ministers accuse SP MLA of
comparing Siksha Mitras with dogs

. Lucknow:

Uttar Pradesh ministers
Tuesday accused a Sa-
majwadi Party MLA of
comparing Siksha Mitras
- ad-hoc teachers in pri-
mary schools -- with dogs
and sought an apology
from him for the insult.

During the Question
Hour in the Assembly, SP
MLA esh Kumar Ver-
ma sought to know from
the state’s basic ca-
tion minister about the
honorarium paid to Sik-
sha Mitras and whether
the government was
considering  increasing
the amount and con-
firming their services as
teachers.

Unsatisfied with the
government’s reply, he
said, “The servant in the
house of the minister
who takes the dog for a
walk also earns a salary
of Rs 30,000, The per-
son who goes to the min-
ister’s house to hammer
nails carns a wage of
Rs 1,000 per day. But
Shiksha Mitras are paid

only about Rs 350 a day,
which is very Tess com-
pared to inflation.”
Before the minister
concerned  could  re-
spond to this, senior
minister Laxmi Narayan
Chaudhary sought to
corner Verma and said,
“The member said
our dog walkers also
charge Rs 20,000. Will
Shiksha Mitras be com-

pared to dogs?
The ruling party
members immediately

started raising “shame
shame” slogan and de-
manded anapology from
the SP legislator. Basic
Education Sandeep Sin-
gh said the MLA should
apologise for “insulting”
Siksha Mitras.

Addressing the House,
Singh alleged that the
MLA raised a question
about Shiksha Mitras
and compared them to
animals. In the last ses-
sion too, a member of
the opposition had com-
pared them to animals,
he said.
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Iraq proposes
new security
pact to US
Defense

Minister

Doha:
Iraq has proposed to the
United States to agree
on a new security pact
that will include intelli-
gence cooperation, Tragi
Defense Minister Thabit
Al-Abbasi said on Tues-

ay.

“We have proposed a
new security agreement
to the United States, and
we think it is still under
consideration,” the min-
ister told Saudi TV chan-
nel Al-Hadath.

He explained that a
new security agreement
would provide for a “sus-
tainable security part-
nership and cooperation
in intelligence.”

Iraq expects US troops
to withdraw from its soil
this fall, ending more
than a decade of US mili-
tary presence in the coun-
try. The US sent troops to
Iraq in 2014 as part of an
international  coalition
against the Islamic State
terror group (banned in
Russia). Baghdad is pre-
paring to sign new secu-
rity agreements with co-
alition partners.

Commenting on the
US military presence
in Syria, Al-Abbasi said
that Iraq wanted the
US to keep boots on the
ground until Syria builds
an army or an agree-
ment is reached with the
Kurdish-led rebel Syr-
ian Democratic Forces,
which control northeast-
ern Syria with US’s help.
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29 dead due to hail, rain

in Afgh

__Herat, Afghanistan: __

wenty-nine people

I died in two prov-

inces in Afghan-
istan due to hail and
heavy rain, officials said
Tuesday.

"Twenty-one peo-
ple were killed and six
others were injured”
because of hail in west-
ern Farah province, said
Mohammad Israel Sayar,
head of the province's
Disaster ~ Management
Department.

The victims are mem-
bers of two families who
had gone for a picnic, he
said.

In southern Kandahar,
the local disaster man-
agement department said
in a statement that eight
people — including wom-
en and children -~ were
killed in several locations
due to heavy rain.

"Today, four women
who were busy washing
clothes were swept away
by floodwaters... and

Palestlnlans struggle to restart their lives

BEIT LAHIYA:

When night falls over

northern Gaza, much
of the cityscape of col-
lapsed buildings and
piled wreckage turns
pitch black. Living in-
side the ruins of their
home, Rawya Tam-
boura’s young sons get
afraid of the dark, so she
turns on a flashlight and
her phone's light to com-
fort them, for as long as
the batteries last.
Displaced for most of
the 16-month-long war,
Tamboura is back in

one woman sur-
vived," the statement
said.

1t added that a child
drowned in Kandahar
while a roof collapsed

her house, But it is still
a frustrating shell of a
life, she says: There is no

on a fami

woman and three chil-
dren.

Among the poorest
countries in the world
after decades of war, Af-

running water, electrici-
ty, heat or services, and

no tools to clear the rub-

ghanistan is particularly
exposed to the effects of
climate change, which
scientists say is spurring
extreme weather.

It is ranked as the

ble around them.
600,000 Palestinians

flooded back into north-

ern Gaza under the now

anistan: officials

Taiwan coast guard
detains Chinese-crewed ship
after subsea cable break

Beijing:
Taiwan's coast guard
(CGA) detained the Chi-
nese crew of a Togo-
lese-registered  vessel
d of severing an

fiber optic cable

in h Kanda-
har, the local dis-
aster management
department said in a
statement that eight
people -- including
women and children
-- were killed in sev-
eral locations due to

country  sixth  most
vulnerable to climate
change.

Drought floods, land
degradation and declin-
ing agricultural produc-
tivity are key threats, the
UN development agen-
cy's representative in Af-
ghanistan, Stephen Rod-
riques, said in 2023.

Flash floods in May last
year killed hundreds and
swamped swaths of agri-
cultural land in Afghani-
stan, where 80 percent of
people depend on farm-
ing to survive.

Tamboura said. T don't
know what we'll do long-
term. My brain smpped
planning for the fulure

month-old in
Gaza, according to the
United Nations. After in-
itial relief and joy at be-
ing back at their homes
— even if damaged or
destroyed — they now
face the reality of living
in the wreckage for the
foreseeable future.

Some people wish the
war had never ended,
feeling it would have
been better to be killed,”

due to Lnd Saiurda),
and it's uncertain what
will happen next. There
are efforts to extend the
calm as the next phase
is negotiated. If fighting
erupts again, those who
returned to the north
could find themselves
once again in the middle
of it.

A massive rebuilding
job has no way to start

connecting the islands of
Taiwan and Penghu on
Tuesday.

The CGA says the ves-
sel, the Hong Tai 168,
had been loitering with-
in roughly 925 meters
of the cable since 7 p.m.
local time on Feb. 22. A
coast guard vessel was
dispatched to the ship at
2:30 a.m. on Tuesday, de-
manding that the vessel
leave the area, Taiwan's
state-owned media said.

Coast guard officials re-
ceived confirmation that
the Taiwan-Penghu No. 3
undersea cable had been
cut at 3 am. Tuesday,
and they began efforts to
detain the ship's Chinese
crew. All eight crewmem-
bers were Chinese nation-
als, according to the coast
guard.

Taiwan's Ministry of
Digital Affairs confirmed
that  communications
were diverted to other
cables following the inci-

in ruins

A report last week by
the World Bank, UN and
European Union esti-
mated it will cost some
USD 53 billion to rebuild
Gaza after entire neigh-
bourhoods were deci-
mated by Israel's bom-
bardment and offensives
against Hamas militants.
At the moment, there is
almost no capacity or
funding to start signifi-
cant rebuilding.

A priority is making
Gaza immediately liva-
ble. Earlier in February,
Hamas threatened to

dent and that there was
no disruption to service.

The coast guard classi-
fied the incident as poten-
tial "gray zone" activity by
China. The term refers to
hostile actions that do not
amount to an act of war.

Taiwan's  government
says it will investigate the
incident.

The incident comes
roughly a week after Chi-
nese officials expressed
frustration with  Presi-
dent Donald Trump's ad-
ministration for remov-
ing language on the State
Department's  website
opposing Taiwan's inde-
pendence.

Prior to Trump taking
office, the State Depart-
ment's fact sheet on U.S.
relations with Taiwan
had previously stated

"we do not support Tai-

wan independence,” but
the phrase was removed
earlier this month and
continues to be absent.
Chinese officials called
on the US. to "immedi-
ately correct its wrongdo-
ing," on Sunday, arguing
it "sends a wrong signal
to the Taiwan independ-
ence forces.”

of Gaza

hold up hostage releas-
es unless more tents
and temporary shelters
were allowed into Gaza.
It then reversed and ac-
celerated hostage releas-
es after Israel agreed to
let in mobile homes and
construction equipment.
Humanitarian  agen-
cies have stepped up
services, setting up free
kitchens and water de-
livery stations, and dis-
tributing tents and tarps
to hundreds of thou-
sands across Gaza, ac-
cording to the UN.

Nestlé India Brings Warmth and
Togetherness to Maha Kumbh 2025
Through Unique Experiences

Gurugram/Faridabad:
Through vibrant on-
ground activations,
Nestlé India is all set to
add warmth, comfort,
and a sense of communi-
ty to Maha Kumbh 2025.
With iconic brands like
MAGGI and KITKAT, the
company aims to make
every visitor's experience
more special, offering
moments of togetherness,
relaxation, and joy amidst
the world’s largest cultur-
al gathering.

At the core of these ac-
tivations is the MAGGI
Maha Kumbh campaign,
“2 Minute Apno Ke Liye,”
highlighting ~ MAGGI's
role in bringing people to-
gether. MAGGI has set up
special branded zones and
dedicated selfie points,
where visitors can enjoy
steaming bowls of MAGGI
and capture their “MAG-
(:I Moments.” As part of

event possible.
Commenting on the in-
itiatives, Rupali Rattan,
Director, “ Rupali Rattan,
Director, Prepared Dishes
and Cooking Aid, Nestlé
India said, “ This Maha
Kumbh, Nestlé MAGGI
has brought people to-
gether with its campaign,
‘2 Minutes Apno Ke Liye.”
A beloved part of Indian
households for over four
decades, MAGGI has al-
ways been a symbol of to-
getherness. Through this
campaign, MAGGI has
set up MAGGI Corners—
resting pods for people at
the Kumbh Mela to create
spaces where people can
connect, share stories, and
make meaningful mem-
ories. In addition, MAG-
GI has also reaffirmed its
commitment to respon-
sible waste management.
Honoring the community
of waste management pro-
s (safai karam-

initiative,
Nesllé India distributed
12,000 blankets to Safai
Karamcharis and served
2-minute MAGGI meals,
offering warmth and
nourishment to those who
contributed to making the

chari) who work tirelessly
to keep the Kumbh Mela
clean, MAGGI will provide
them with MAGGI meals
and blankets to help them
stay warm during the win-
ter.”

India, EU to Review FTA,
Firm Up Strategic Agenda

New Delhi:

India and the Euro-

pean Union will this
week take stock of
their negotiations for
an ambitious free trade
deal and broadly firm up
a new strategic agenda
at a time Europe is look-
ing at de-risking its rela-
tions with China.
European  Commis-
sion President Ursula
von der Leyen, accom-
panied by the European
Union College of Com-
missioners, is paying a
two-day visit to India
from Thursday to hold
talks with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
senior Indian ministers.
The visit is aimed at
finalising the broad con-
tours of a new strategic
agenda that is expected
to be unveiled at the next
India-EU summit sched-
uled to be held in 41-he
second half of this year
in India.
India and the EU are

currently negotiating a
free trade agreement, an
investment  protection
pact and a geographical
indications agreement.

President Leyen and
Prime Minister Modi
will be taking stock of
where we are on the ne-
gotiations and how we
can push them forward,
a senior EU official said.

The EU is looking at
an "ambitious" as well as
a "commercially mean-
ingful" free trade agree-
t  that addresses
riffs and non tariff bar-
riers, he said The official
indicated that there have
been issues between the
two sides in terms of tar-
iffs for wine as well as
agricultural products.

For us, speed is less
important than sub-
stance, he said declin-
ing Lo give a timeline for
finalisation of the free
trade pact.

India and the EU re-
launched the negotia-
tions for the trade pact
in June 2022, The two
sides had first launched
the negotiations for the

India and the EU are
currently negotiating
a free trade agree-
ment, an investment
protection pactand a
geographical indica-
tions agreement.

free trade pact in 2007,
before the talks were
suspended in 2013 due
to a gap in ambition.

India and the EU are
also set to explore ways
to expand cooperation
in areas of defence and
security as well as new
technology.

We are looking at
boosting security coop-
eration with India as we
are fundamentally inter-
ested in a free and open
and secure Indo Pacific,
the official said.

India is indeed a very
important partner for
the EU, including for its
outlook on its neighbour
China, he said.

ReiseMoto Brings Largest Premium Rldmg Gear & Accessories Experience Store at Gurugram

Gurugram:
ReiseMoto, the premium
motorcycle gear and ac-
cessories brand, is mak-
ing its second entry into
the  brick-and-mortar
space with the launch of
its biggest brand experi-
ence store in Gurugram,
spanning over 3,000+
sqft. Located at 92, Meh-
rauli-Gurgaon Road,
this store is designed
as the ultimate hub for
riders, showcasing 20+
renowned brands and
over 1,000 SKUs across
helmets, jackets, gloves,
and other specialized
riding gear and accesso-
ries.

Strategically located
on the highway leading
to one of Delhi’s most

) Al
popular riding routes,
this store is set to be-
come a key destination
for Gurugram's mo-
torcycling  communi-
tv. Positioned near top

motoreycle brands i
Triumph, Harley Davi
son, Honda and Royal
Enfield, it caters to both
seasoned motorcyclists
and newcomers looking

for high-quality riding
ear.

This new physical lo-
cation gives riders in
and around Gurogram,
the opportunity to see,

tou¢h and experience
premium European and
Indian brands firsthand,
ensuring they get the
best fit and functionality
for their riding needs.
"With the inaugura-
tion of our largest store
in Gurugram, we are
reinforcing our com-
mitment to the Indian
biking community by
offering them a compre-
hensive range of riding
gear, accessories and
premium  tyres," said

and elevate their riding
experience with the best
products available."

The store is designed
not just as a retail space
but as a community hub,
where riders can share
experiences, connect
with fellow enthusiasts,
and participate in exclu-
sive events. The Guru-
gram outlet will also host
expert sessions, product
launches, showcases and
meetups, making it an
integral part of the local

ucts, offering a diverse
selection  that spans
the entire price spec-
trum of premium riding
tyres and accessories.
Whether riders seek cut-
ting-edge performance
gear or reliable essen-
tials, the store caters to
alllevels of riding enthu-
siasts.

ReiseMoto’s  expan-
sion strategy includes a
robust online and offline
presence, with plans to
open more stores in key

Mr. Yogesh I -
ia, Founder & Managing
Director,  ReiseMoto.
"Our goal is to build a
trusted and engaging
retail space where riders
across Northern India,
can connect, explore

riding 3y

European & Best-in-
class Indian brands like
Acerbis, SPIDI, Tucano
Urbano, Ixon, Viater-
ra, Carbanado, etc will
be showcased alongside
Reise’s in-house prod-

metropoli areas and
Tier-1 cities across In-
dia. The Gurugram store
is a major milestone in
this journey, setting a
new benchmark for bik-
ing gear and accessories
in the country.

FinMin Defers
PSU Bank
Review
Meeting to
Mar 5

New Delhi:
The finance ministry
has deferred perfor-
mance review meeting
with heads of public
sector banks (PSBs) by
a day to March 5,

The meeting, to be
chaired by Financial
Services Secretary M
Nagaraju, would review
financial ~performance
and progress of finan-
cial inclusion schemes,
among others, sources
said.

Earlier, Department
of Financial Services
had fixed March 4 for
the meeting.

This is going to be
the first meeting after
presentation of Union
Budget 2025-26 in Par-
liament.

The 12 PSBs have
posted highest-ever net
profit of Rs 1.29 lakh
crore in the April-De-
cember period of the
current fiscal  year,
marking an annual in-
crease of 31.3 per cent.

The performance of
PSBs has shown signif-
icant improvement on
key financial param-
eters, like record net
profit growth, improved
asset quality, and build-
up of adequate capital
buffers, during the peri-
od under review.

Further, improved as-
set quality is also visible
from significantly low
net NPA ratio at 0.59
per cent (aggregate net
NPA outstanding of Rs
61,252 crore), the fi-
nance ministry had said
in a statement.

They posted aggregate
business growth of 11
per cent (year-on-year),
with improved aggre-
gate deposit growth
at 9.8 per cent. Total
aggregate business of
PSBs reached Rs 242.27
lakh crore during the
period.
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Kind of been my
weakness but...": Virat|
Kohlion his 'catch 22"
shot after match-win-
ning ton against Pak

Ponting hails Kohli's Pakistan ton, calls him best ODI batter

New Delhi
ormer Australinn captain and
mlti-time World Cup-win-
ning ieon hailed the star India
batter Virat Kohli's eentury
against Pakistan in the 1CC Champi-
Alling him the "best ODI
seen.
me was headlined by Virgt
arefully crafted unbeaten cen-
tury, which not only secured India's
win but also saw him achieve re-
markable individual milestones of
complwhm\ 14,000 ODI runs and go-
ing past Ponting to become the third-
highest run-getter in international
cricket. This was also Virat's first ton
in the ICC Champions Trophy.
Speaking on The ICC Review,
Ponting lauded Kohli's ability to pro-
duce clutch knocks in crucial me-
ments, and for breaking a plethora of
records on his way.

"I have always said big 1
big names. You need your big rmmvs
tostand up in those big moments, and
no bigger game for India thana game
against Pakistan,” the 1CC Hall of
Famer said as quoted hy 1CC.

"Your reputation is forged in what
you do in the biggest contests on the
international stage. So it is no surprise

Basit Ali backs
India to lift the title

Pakistan's dreadful run
in the ICC events contin-
ued after the defending
champions lost two
games on the trot in the
group stage against
New Zealand and India.

Islamabad

After Pakistan's title defence in the
Chumpions Trophy ended in the
group stage, former cricketer Basit
Ali apologised for his statement
that the final would be played in La-
hore and backed India to lift the ti-
tle.

Pakistan's dreadful run in the
ICC events continued after the de-
fending champions lost two games
on the trot in the group stage against
New Zealand and India.

The Men in Green needed a favour
from Bangladesh to stage a victory
over New Zealand. However, on
Monday, the relentless Kiwis took
the Tigers down with a five-wicket
win in Rawalpindi to seal their trip
to the semi-finals with India.

The shock of Pakistan's exit con-
tinued reverberating on Tuesday,
with Basit apologising for his prior
statement that the Champions Tro-
phy final would be held in Lahore.

"Lapologise for saying that the fi-
nal will be played in the final. [did-
n't expect Pakistan to play like this,"
Basit said on his YouTube channel.

After Pakistan's title defence end-
ed on a bitter note, Basit hopes In-
dia goes on to dominate the tour-
nament and eventually walk away
with the title on March 9.

"I genuinely wish India would
dominate the tournament and win
it. If South Africa and India play the
final, it would be good because it will
De like the T2o World Cup final," he
added.

Asa global cricket event returned
to Pakistan after nearly three
decndes, New Zealand stepped up to
spoil the party. The Blackeaps drew
confidence from their success in
the ODI tri-nation series and forced
Pakistan to surrender to a 60-run
defeat.

With Pakistan's campaign in jeop-
ardy and signs pointing towards
the defending champions leaving
their party early, the high-voltage
encounler against [ndia became a
must-win affair. With the odds
stacked against them, Pakistan paid
the price for their sub-par attempts
1o orchestrate a victory in Dubai.

Pakistan's premier batter, Babar
Azam, couldn't trouble Tndlia's bowl-
ing unit. Shaheen Afridi, Haris Rauf
and Naseem Shah hardly threat-
ened India's star-studded batting
unit.

As a result, India outwiited the
Men in Green in all facets of the
game and eventually succumbed
to a six-wicket defeat. With the
hapes of the semi-finals dead and
burried, Pakistan will wrap up its
campaign against Bangladesh in a
dead-rubber match on Thursday in
Rawalpindi.

to me that that has happened,” he
added, describing Kohli's unbeaten
100 off 111 halls as a testament to his
temperament and ability to deliverin
crucial situations.

Ponting drew parallels between the
batting stalwart's clutch knock in Mel-
bourne at the ICC Men's 20 World

night when Pakistan had batted first
on a tricky wicket. It needed someone
at the top of the order to play a match-
winning innings like that. And ohce
again, it was Kohli to get the job
done.”

Opting to bat first, Pakistan posted
241in 40:4 overs, a total that seemed
competitive but ultimately fell short
against India's batting prowess.

Pakistan had several batters whao got
starts but failed to convert them into
bigger scores, something Ponting
pointed out as a key shortfall.

Saud Shakeel (62), Mohammad
Rimvan (46) and Khushdil Shah (38)
all contributed, but none of them
played a defining innings for the hosts.

"You lnok at the two scorecards, it's
one, Virat making a 100, and lots of
Palastan starts without anyone going
on and making a big score," Ponting
noted.

“I have said forever. in any format

Cup 2022, against the
that steered India to awin to his bril-
lignce in Dubai.

"Yeah, s yousay, 2022 and now, he
stood up against the team that he
would probably steel himself the most
to play against,” Ponting said,

“And no bigger moment than last

Danish Kaneria hails "legendary"
Virat for ton against Pakistan

Houston
Former Pakistan cricketer Danish
Kaneria hailed star India batter Virat
Kohli for his century against Pak-
istan in the angping ICC Champions
Trophy. calling him alegendary play-
er not beeause of how not only he
scares runs, but also makes his batting
partners score runs, which instils a
sense of fear in the opponents.

The game was headlined by Virat
Kohli's carefully erafted unbeaten

hieve re-
markable individual milestones of
completing 14,000 ODI runs and go-
ing past Ponting to become the third-
highest run-getter in international
ericket. This was also Virat's first ton
in the ICC Champions Trophy.
Speaking in an interview after the
match, Danish said, "Virat Kobliis a
world class cricketer, a legend. When
India is in @ pressure situation, he de-

livers. In Pakistan, playess pl
themselves, In India, they play
their nation. He knew he had to stay
inthe crease and finish the game. He
batted well with Shreyas Iyver and
camied the game forward with his oth-
er partners too. Teams often worry

of the game, a50 ora half- Iy DEv-
er wins you or your team .mﬂl\.u\(,
Youhave to get big scores. And so the
individual big scores were not there,
but the big partnerships were not
there either.”

Experienced due Kuldeep Yadav
(3/40) and Hardik Pandya (2/31)

were instrumental for India in re-
stricting Pakistan, ensuring that they
couldn't set a more daunting target.
Chasing 242, India lost early wick-
ets, but Kohli anchored the innings
with composure and precision.
Forming a crucial partnership with
Shreyas Iyer (56). he guided India
home with several well-timed strokes
and controlled aggression.
ing, himself among the leading
rers, acknowledged
ency and greatness.
During his innings, Kobli also sur-
passed the 14,000-run mark in ODIs,
now trailing only Kumar Sangakkara
and Sachin Tendulkar.

ceptionally hard on that side of his
game," he added.

With Kohli now just 140 russ behind
Sangakkara but over 4,000 short of
Tendulkar, Ponting was asked if the
latter's record was within reach.

"It is crazy when you think about it,
is not it? Just how good Virat's been
over suchalong period of time, y
is still 4,000 runs behind Sachin.
just goes to show how good Sachin
was, but also his lengevity in the
game," Ponting said.

"But with someone like Virat, you
never write him off. If the hunger's still
there, then I am never going towrite
him off"

“He has been a cha

Pakistan'

player fora long, long time. And par-
ticularly in the white-ball formats,
where he is been an unbelievably
good s0-over player," Ponting said.

"1 do not think I've ever seen a bet-
ter 50-over player than Virat Kohli.
Now that he has gone past me and only
twoahead of hiny, [ amsure he would
want to give himself the best chance to
be remembered as the all-time leading
run scorer in the game."

"As long as the hunger is there, ob-
vigusly physical-wise, he is probably
as fitas he has ever been andworks ex-

nowover after back-to-back losses al
the tournament.

Ponting questioned whether Pak-
istan were maximising the potential of
Lheir key players, particularly Babur
Azam and Mohammad Rizwan.

"They have not been able to give
their best back to their team. Those
two guys had to stand up, they had to
make big runs, and they have not
been ableto do it in the first couple of
games, and that might be the reason
why Pakistan da not make it through
to the semi-finals," Ponting said.

Venkatesh lyer "definitely ready" to lead
KKR in IPL 2025 if offered captaincy

Madhys Praclesh
India and Madhya Pradesh all-rounder
Venkatesh lyer is "definitely ready" to
lead defending champions Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) in the Indian
Premier League (IPL) this year if the
captaincy is offered to him.

The defending champions KKR will
start their trophy defence in the tour-
nament opener against Royal Chul-
lengers Bengaluru (RCB) on March
22 at their home arena of Eden Gar-
dens, KKR are vet to appoint their
skipper for new season after they re-
leased Shreyas Iyver, who will be now
captaining Punjab Kings (PBKS)
coached by Ricky Ponting. Venkatesh
was brought back by KKR for a massive
sum of Rs 23.75 erores. He is under-
stood to be a top contender for ¢ap-
taincy alongside Indian veteran Ajinkyva
Rahane.

Iyer. currently 30, has never led in
competitive ericket, but he is willing for

about a particular player, wh if
he does not score, he will make the
other plaver with him score Tuns.
This makes him such a legendary
plaver.”

On Virat's future in international
ericket, Kaneria spid that he is super
fitand the Board of Control for Crick-
etin India (BCCI) would like to have
him play as long ashe cun and groom
future batters.

"He (Virat) is super fit. He trains
well. He practices well, He is pas-
sionate about his game and is a role
maodel for youngsters, His form ney-
erleft. He was always scoring runs in
and out.

a iney expericnde.
“Definitely. Definitely, T am ready.
Again, lhzwcs\lwmssmd this: mplmm

experienced, 20 lakhs, 20 crore, what-
ever - vou just need to have the freedom
tovoice your opinion. Oryou justneed
to have the freedom to give opinions
and give suggestions and them to be
taken in the right spirit.”

"I have ahvays wanted to be that per-
son, And if captaincy comes my way, 1
wnuld deﬁmtel\'m nt to doit. Thereis

surrounded o this. Twill

h]mmtal.,lhﬂmlm e That
isa bigger role to play, being aleader,”
said Tyer as quoted by ESPNCricinfo.

Tyer said that one does not need the
tag of captain to be a leadership in the
dressing room, but one needs to "setex-
amples” and be a "good role model”,
both onand off the field. something he
admits he is doing for his state side,
Madhya Pradesh.

“I am not the captain of the MP
team, but my opinions are respected
and Ireally love to be in an atmosphere
where every individual - again, newor

Incessant rain in Rawalpindi forces
Australia-South Africa clash to be called off

Rawalpindi
The highly anticipated Champions
Trophy elash between Australia and
South Africa has been called off with-
out even the toss taking place due to
incessant rain in Rawalpindi an Mon-
day,

1CC took to X to confirm the match
had been abandoned due to continu-
ous rain in Rawalpindi and wiote, “In-
cessant rain forees the Group B
#ChampionsTraphy contest between
Australiaand South Africa to be called

off.”

1t had been ruining since the marn-
ing. which hardly gave the ground staff
any change to prepare the venue for
the match. A relentless downpour
washed away the game, and both
teams shared a point each.

South Africa and Australia are now
on three points each, oecupying Group
B's first and second spots, respectively.
The washout has turned Wednes-
day's clash hétween Afghanistan and
Englandinto a virtual knoekout. The
team that suffers a defeat will become
the third team to be knocked out of the
tournament.

Bangladesh and Pakistan, the de-
fending champions in Group A, were
climinated from the kuumamuxl on

ify for the semi-finals along with In-
dia.

Australia will now hubtcr its prepa-
rations to face Afg on Friday

Short, Travis Head, Steven Smith(c),
Marnus Labuschagne, Josh Inglis{w),

at the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore.
South Africa will play its final group-
stage game against England on Sat-
urday at the National Bank Stadium,
Karachi. The Baggy Greens began
their campaign by pulling off a record
352-run chase against Englind. On the
other hand, South Africa sailed to a
m7 run victory against Afghanistanin

Monday. New Zealand da
comfartable five-wicket win to qual-

ided affair.
Squ'ui;‘ Australia Squad: Matthew

Alex Carey, Glenn Maxwell, Ben
Dwarshuis, Nathan Elti \dmﬂzm-
pa, Spencer Johnson, Sean Abbolt,

Aaron Hardie. Jake Fmser-MEGurk.
Tanveer Sangha

South Afrjca Squad: Ryan Rickel-
ton(w), Tony de Zorzi, Temba Bavu-
ma(c), Rassie van der Dussen, Aiden
Markram, David Miller, Marco
Jansen, Wiaan Mulder, Keshav Ma-
haraj, Kagiso Rabada, Lungi Ngidi,
Tabraiz Shamsi, Heinrich Klaasen,
‘Tristan Stubbs, Corbin Bosch.

d».ﬁlmd_v do it, if it comes ny way.
There is no reason not to do it," he
added.

Iyer made his IPLdebut in 2021 and
was important in changing their for-
tunes after four losses in siv games,
helping them pull seven wins in the next
nine games to make it to the finals, In
10 matches, lyer made 370 runs at an
average of 41.11, with a strike rate of over
1328, with four fifties and best score of
67. Over the vears, he has batted at
number three and lower and also con-

tributed with the ball. In 51 matches, he
has scored 1,326 ruris at an averageof
3157, witha strike rate of over 137, with
acenturvand 1 fifties. He also has tak-
en three wickets with his useful pace
bowling.

One reason why KKR have not an-
nounced the captain for IPL 2025
could be the busy domestic calendar, as
during the time of mega auction last
year in Novernber, [yerwasamong sev-
eral KKR stars playing in the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy, where MP lost to
Mumbai in the final. After that came the
second leg ofthe Ranji Trophy, with the
final an February 26.

Tyer said that he was happy that
KKR did not bother the players when
a busy domestic season was on,

"1t is good that they're giving players
their space and letting them fnm on
domestic cricket.
we will see about

"l thought eight or nine runs
might not be enough": Mithali Raj

Bengaluru

In a gripping encounter that went
down to the wire, UP Warriorz out-
classed Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB)ina Super Over to claim vieto-
rv in the Women's Premier League
(WPL). The match marked a historic
moment, as it was the fist timea WPL
game was decided in a Super Over.

The high-scoring contest ended in a
dramatic tie, UP Warriorzsent Grace
Harris and Chinelle Henry to bat first
in the Super Over, they managed 8/1.
RCB made 4, and lost the match.

Former Indian captain and cricket-
ing legend Mithali Raj, reflected on the
tense finale and the exceptional per-
formance of the UP Warriorz She ad-
mitted she had doubtsabout whether
their total in the Super Over would be
enough;

“Atone point, Tthought that eight or
nine runs might not be encugh ina Su-
per Over, especially in the WPL, where
seoring rates often soarto 1201 13 runs
per over, making chases highly achiev-
ahle," Raj said on JioHotstar.

She added, "With just eight runson
the board and RCB needing nine to
win, the odds seemed in their favour.
However, what a remarkable over
Sophie Ecclestone delivered for UP
Warriora!”

Sophie Ecclestone, who had already
made her mark with the bat, rose to

the oceasion onee again with the ball
in the decisive over. Raj praised her
match-winning efforts, highlighting
the electrifying atniosphereinside the
stadium.

“Just imagine--the team winningin
a Super Overin front of a packed sta-
dium, where the entire crowd was
backmg RCB. It was truly an unfor-
gettable moment,” she added.

Raj also pointed out that UP War-
riorz had opportunities to close the
game earlier, particularly in the final
ball of regulation play.

"The UP Warriorz could have
cured the win earlier, right until t
nal ball, when Kranti Goud com-
pletely missed making contact with the
bat. However, overall, the team was ex-
ceptional. Sophie Ecclestone was out-
standing, both with the bat and in the
Super Over with the ball. Her per-

was stmply 1
Raj concluded.

Kim Garth, who had conceded 40
runs in her four-over spell, was hand-
ed the responsibility by RCB captain
Smriti Mandhana, Garth repaid the
faith entrusted to her by keeping Har-
ris and Herny silent.

After giving away a couple of rins an
her first two deliveries, Garth made
Henry commit to slog the ball aw:
who gave away a healthy edge to
Richa Ghosh.
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We struggled to
impose our
game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time;
Jos Buttler

India women's team scripts remarkable
comeback to beat Netherlands 2-1

Bhubaneswar

fter a thrilling 2-2 draw. the In-

dia women's team grabbed

the bonus point by over-

helming the Netherlands 2-

1in the shootout during the FIH Hock-

ey Pro Leagueat the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar on Tuesday,

Despite being two goals down, India
made a remarkable comeback in the
third quarter with goals coming from
Deepika (35) and Baljeet Kaur (43).
Captain Pien Sanders (17') and Fayvan
der Elst (28") scored for the Netherlands.

Following the incredible upset victo-
1y, Hockey India announced a cash
award of Rs 11akh to each Indian play-
erand Rs 50,000 to each support staff
member in addition to their existing pol-
icy of rewarding Rs. 50,000 for every
victory.

The Dutch were dominant in the
first quarter, oth in terms of possession
and attempts on goal. The visiting team
won the first penalty corner of the
evening in the sth minute, as Matla
Frederiquetook a powerful shot. which
a breathtaking save by Savitamet. The
Netherlands won three back-to-back
corners in the remaining nuinutes, but
India's tight defence denied them the
apening goal.

“The Dutch continued to pile on the
pressure in the second quarter and
found the opening goal in the 17th-

Gopichand unveils
winning traits that
set Saina Nehwal,
PV Sindhu apart

New Delhi

Pullela Gopichand, India's chief bad-
minton coach, opened up about what
makes Saina Nehwal and PV Sindhu
stand out in the world of sports.

nan exclusive conversation he re-
flected on their relentless drive, work
ethic, and the impact they've had on In-
dian badminton.

Speaking about Saina Nehwal's ear-
ly days, Gopichand recalled, "Well,
Saina was maybe about 13 years when
1 started coaching her. At thattime, In-
dian women, they said, were not
strong enough. Because at least in
the men's side, we had me or Prakash
sir or even Dinesh Khanna or Suresh
Goel ar people in the pastwho were ac-
tually achievers at the world level.
But women, we didn't have the same
highest level of women.

So they would always say, our girls
are not strong,. That's the kind of lan-
guage you would get to hear. We
needed somebody who actually had the
gutsto actually go and break the glass
ceiling, as they say. And that we need-
ed somebody with a mindset like
Saina. She was that kind who would be
like go out there and just push and
achieve kind of a thing. So onee she did
this, then T think everybody started to
believe."

Nehwal won bronze in the 2012
London Olympics. Her hunger for
success, he noted, was unmatched.

"Saina, especially in that initial
years...was hungry. She would want
more and more and we needed some-
bodywith that attitude because even
when she won her first satellite event
ora challengerevent, she would have
been the best Indian woman ever but
she wanted more and more and that's
‘the reason I think hats offto her.," he
noted.

Speaking about two time Olympic
medal winner PV bmd]m Gopichand

hligh heri
cy and longevity in the sport.

"1think Sindhu was one of the only
ones. She was there from much
younger as well. So she went out
l]mre Both of them are physically

2 greatwork ethie,” he said.
‘Sindhu has been phenomenal be-
cause to have a career so long and to
perform sowell over time, 1 think both
have been fantastic for India," he
added.

Sindhu won medals in the Olympics
ontwo occasions, in 2016, she won the
silver, and in 2020 Tokyo, she received
a bronze.

Beyond physical endurance, Gopic-
hand emphasized the importance of
mental strengthin shaping champions.

"Tthink one of the key factors is that
you have to love what vou're doing.
That has to be a priority. When they
lose, they have to be smart enough to
forget it and believe that the next
time, they're going to win.

minute courtesy of a penalty corner. The
Netherlands played out a variation per-

feetly, as Captain Sanders received the
ball on the baseline and found the net
from a tight angle to give her side the
lead. The Netherlands won their sixth
penalty corner in‘the 23rd minute and
tried to play the same variation as be-
fore, but this time, Sanders' shot was
blocked by an Indian defender. In the
28th minute, Lalremsiami made a bril-
liant individual run with the ball from
the left flank and pierced into the circle
but unfortunately for India, they could-
n't make an attempt on goal.

"Be careful, educate yourself...":

With two minutes left in the first half,
the Netherlands extended their lead in
fine fettle. Luna Fokke received a loft-
ed pass on the baseline and plaved it
across perfectly to Elst in front of goal,
who le a diving finish into the net.

Indiaimproved on the attacking front
in the third quarter as they found two
erucial goals to get back on level terms.
In the 35th minute, Deepika dribbled
down the left flank brilliantly as she went
arpund the Netherlands' backline and
found the net with a perfect finish.

The Dutch continued to exert pressure
on the Indian defence with their re-

lentless attacks. In the 3oth minute, the
Oranje won yet another penalty corner,
but Savita ensured the scores remained
the same,

India created another scoring op-
‘portunity as Deepika did well tohold the
ball in the circle and pass it on to Sali-
ma Tete on the far post but the Indian
Captain failed to connect and squan-
dered the chance.

India scored the much-needed
equaliser in the 43rd minute courtesy of
a brilliant finish from Baljeet. Sharmi-
la Devi dribbled down the right wing and
found Baljeet, whose first-time finish to-
wands the nearpost sneaked into thenet
past the Dutch keeper.

Withall to play for in the final quar-
ter, both teams went hammer and tong,
searching for the winner. The Nether-
lands piled on multiple attacks but
were wasteful in front of the goal. Inthe
53rd minute, India launched a coun-
terattack as Salima paced down the
middle into the shooting cirele, but the
Duteh were quick to fall back and fend
off the attack. India ensured they de-
fended their goal in the dying embers of
the game as it went into a shootout for
the bonus point.

Deepika and Muritaz Khan scored for
India, while Savita made crucial saves
as they ensured the home team won the
shootout 2-1 against defending cham-
pions the Netherlands.

Gopichand

pitches for safety net for players who exit sports

New Delhi

Noting that there is a "substantial gap
in the ecosystem” for budding players
who do not achieve desired success in
sports, India's chief badminton coach
Pullela Gopichand has urged players to
be careful about their alternate op-
tions.

Gopichand, a former All England
Champion who commands a following
notonlyfor his sports aclhievements but
also for his stance on various sports is-
sues; said a very small percentage of
sportspersons achieve celebrity status,
and there is a need for opportunities
suchas skilling for those who make an
exit.

"The thing is that out of the hundred
people, maybe a per centor less thana
per cent are these numbers whom we

are talking about, who gain celebrity sta-
tus and are taken care of. There's no
problem with us. 1 am also in
that...where I've made a greatlife out of
sport that's one per cent of the popu-
lation or even less. Then you have
maybe another four-five per cent nf
them wi fromrich back

Todaywith the nature of education, the
nature of sport... people at age of 7 and
8stop studying almost completely and
they start focusing on sport, various
sports. And when yonreach 18,19, 20,
youactually spend the best years of your
life, the most productive years, when

with parents who can afford failure and
still end up in a family business. No
problem. There's no issue there. Maybe
another10 percent come from families
who are very poor and who have a Rs
40,000 job and it’s an upgrade to their
Tifestyle also. That's also not a problem.
still, you're left with a 75-80 per cent
population. There is actually a sub-
stantial gap in the ecosystem," Gopic-
hand said. "When Iwas playing... after
12th is when this call was to be made.

"Concerned about the safety
net," Pullela Gopichand

New Delhi

india's chief badminton coach Pullela
Gopichand revealed thatthe peopleand
parents have interpreted his statement
about children's participation in sports
in a different manner. Last week,
Gopichand in an interview to News-
paper was quoted as saying that chil-
dren can't take up sports as their career
if their parents are not financially sta-
ble. This statement provoked a sharp
debate.

The Indian Badminton Coach elab-
orated on the statement he had made
earlier to the newspaper.

"I think when you have a newspaper
which is writing it, it's typically you talk-
ing to a reporter He understanding it
and writing it, writing a column and his
editor editing it, something else com-
ingup on the front page, something in
the article because of place constraints
and eventually the reader. There are
about four to five filters which actual-
ly happen in the process where prob-
ably the entire gist of it might be
changed a little bit, not necessarily
because T've said anything wrong or
peaple have understood it wrong, but
o actually put an entire context in place
is very important. ," Gopichand said.

Further, the 51-year-old said he is
ready to explain to everybody what he
really meant if he gets an opportunity
totalk.

"Rather than going into the specific
one line, which I'm not unhappy about:
because thinktoday we are having this
conversation because that statement
came up that way. 1 think it's important,
Twould rather take an opportunity to
make them understand what the real
seenario is,” Gopichand added.

The former Badminton player also
revealed what made him to make a
statement on children's participation in
sports.

"Year after year, 1 see players, Tsee
hardworking players, parents actually
bringing them, buming their resotrces,

time. And then you realize that not
everybody makes it. It's not their fanit.
It's the nature of sport. They don't get
the jobs. They don't get a secure future.
And they come with a big dream. And
the dream is actually shattered. I come
from avery middle-class family. Many
of my players who've made it also
come from middle-class families.
Across sportsalso, if you look. Actual-
Iy, it's the middle class and the poorer
people who actually have made it.

vbody else in every other career is
actually building up a CVio earn more
fot the rest of their lives.

Here are people who are actually
spending their best years. And if they
don't make it, then what happens to
them is the big question which I'm say-
ing," Gopichand said.

The former Badminton player said
that sportspersons should be careful
with education in their years of study
and that society also needs to have a
safety net.

'Army service sparked my kabaddi
potential,’ reveals PKL 11's

Cuttack
Patna Pirates and Services' star raider
Devank Dalal emerged as one of Pro
Kabaddi League's (PKL) most clec-
trifying talents in Season 11, finishing
as the league's top raider with 301 raid
points and 18 Super 10s to his name.

Backing up these credentials, he was
also recently crowned the Best Play-
er' in the 71st Senior National Men's
Kabaddi Championship. Devank led
the Services team to victory in the
championship finals held at Cuttack’s
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium,
where they overcame Railways in a
nail-biting confest.

" first started by watching kabad-
di. Iwas inspired by watching Pardeep
Narwal play,"” Dalal recalled as quot-
ed by a press release. His early sports
journey included stints in football
and cricket before finding his true call-
ing in kabaddi after tenth grade.

The turning point in Dalal's career
came with his entry into the armed
forces. "When T joined the army, Tre-
alizéd that yes, T could play," he said.
This realization sparked a journey
that would see him rise through the
ranks of Indian kabaddi, eventually
leading to his selection for the Jaipur
Pink Panthers, before he moved to the
Patna Pirates ahead of PKL Season 11.

His selection for the Patna Pirates
marked a moment of celebration in his
village. "There was a different feeling
at home. My family and villagers
were happy that T was selected for the
Patna team. People distributed lad-
doos and rasgullas in the village," he
reminisced.

The 715t Senior National Men's
Kabaddi Championship showcased
Dalal's exceptional talent on a national
stage. The tournament, featuring top
state and institutional teams from

across India, culminated in a heart-
stopping finale where Services faced
off against a formidable Railways
squad. The match ended in a 30-30
deadlock, forcing a suspenseful tie-
breaker where Services ultimately
prevailed 6-4, with Dalal playing a piv-
otal role in securing crucial raid points
during the pressure situation.

1In the PKL, his journey with Patna
Pirates has been equally impressive.
In Season 11, he emerged as the
league's best raider with an out-
standing 301 raid points, including 18
Super 10s, leading his team to the fi-
nals, where they faced a tough 32-23
defeat against the Haryana Steelers.

Speaking about his growth in the
sport, Dalal emphasized the impor-
tance of continuous learning and
team spirit. "We nsed to practice to-
gethet, play together. When you have
your ownpeople, there's trust,” he ex-
plained. This philosophy has been
crucial to his success, as evidenced by
his remarkable performances.

The young raider's hun S
through when discussing his
ments. "In our team, there's nothing
like main raider. All the attackers
raid equally. Our partnership (with
Ayan Lohehab) works well,” he said,
reflecting on his team dynamics.

Looking ahead. Dalal remains fo-
cused on continuous improvement
and team success. His technical un-

! ling of the sport is profound
"Wherever T raid - whether it's in
six, four, or five - movement and
stopping make a difference.

IfIstop mymovement, I get caught
quickly, and if I don't move, points
come easily," he concluded, looking
forward to his future in the sport
with an eye on becoming the best
raider in the game.

Pullela Gopichand reveals reasons behind
Southeast Asia outdoing Europe in badminton

New Dethi

Badminton legend and India head
coach Pullela Gopichand revealed how
a great culture of the sport and physi-
calities have helped Southeast Asia do
better than Europe in badminton.

Pulllela said in an exclusive interview.
A Commonwealth Games and Asian
Championships medalist and winnerof
the prestigious All England Open. heis
one of the most decorated Indian shut-
tlers ever. As a coach, he is also a

That's the reality,” G d said

"Today, when I see national cham-
pions, when 1 see Commonwealth
medahst.s. when T see Asian Games
medalists not having jobs, and that
starts to pain me that whatis the future
they have? But I know out of the hun-
dred people, one might make it. So
where is the safety net? And that's all
I'm concerned about," he added.

‘When asked whether bureaucracy is
failing Indian sports, he pointed to a
systemic flaw, "Because people come for
short term. Their thought is next
Olympies. Their thoughtis short, short,
short. And thisisa long-term issue, This
needs to be addressed. At 35, when
you're all the same age, you're proba-
bly better than them, youhave a bigger
carthan them, it doesn't hurt. But at 50,
when you're telling your kid, 1 am an
Olympian, he's like, what are you talk-
ing about? You haven't earned any-
thing. You don't have any respect.
Your officer is calling vou, sir, what do
I do? Every time you have to...do that
to anofficer, then ithurts you and that
hurt will stop the next generation from
taking up sport.”

Gopichand has reached the pinnacle
of his sport winning the All England
championshipin 2001 and then coach-
ing the likes of Saina Nehwal and PV
Sindhu to Olympic glory knows what it
takes to make it in sport in India. His
unfiltered take now raises important
questions about India's sports ecosys-
tem.

Dy vaawardee for contributing
to rise of star players like PV Sindhu,
Saina Nehwal, Parupalli Kashyap, Ki-
dambi Srikanth amongothers.

Speaking during theinterview, Gopic-
hand said, "Culture is there. Physical-
ities matter. In tennis, if you're big, ifyou
Took at the top guys in tennis, you ac-
tuallyhave them very tall. 6'3", 6'4". So.
luckilyfor us in badminton, we in this
room, both of us orthe 10 people out-
side, most of us can be decent bad-
minton players. Because the physical-
ities of Indian, Indian physicalities in
general fit into a badminton frame. So,
we can dowell."

"Likewise, the Southeast Asian na-
tions alsp have a physicality which is
pretty okay for badminton. But they not
bethe best physicalities fora basketball
or a sprinter or a javelin thrower or
whatever thatis. So I think physicalities
make a difference and these countries
have the physicalitiesand also the cul-
ture of the sport. And they have systems
in place," he added.

Speaking on what culture of the
sport truly means, Gopichand said that
itis abouthaving the right inspirations
and systens.

"As a kid, you grow up and say. Tas-
pire to be like a Prakash sir. [ aspire to
be a Saina Newal. I want to be like a
Sindhu, Twanttobe ik and Chi-

close to my house. 1 have a coach who
is actnally there. And if Twin, Igo to the
national team. And # T win, T go inter-
nationally and make a move. The path-
ways are defined. But if vou have asport
which is verynew, we don't know how
todait, then the guy is notinspired. He
might have the talent, the gene, buthe
is not inspired. We do not have any
chamipions to refer to, That would be
the challenge," he concluded.

Coming to the Southeast Asia dom-
ination in badminton, in men's singles
world rankings, there are three South-
east Asian players, Jonathan Christie
(Indonesia), Kunlavut Vitidsarn (Thai-
land) and Lee Zii Jia (Malaysia) as com-
pared to only two Europeans, Anders
Antonsen and Vikior Axelsen (Den-
mark) in the men's singles top 10.
Players from China, Japan, India and
Chinese Taipei make the top 10, which
are all situated in Asia,

In the women's singles, there are five
players from Southeast Asia in the top
10, with no European presence at all.
Gregoria Tunjung (Indonesia), Porn-
pawee Chock Supanida

rag. I think that is the culture, the in-
spiration which comes in, the systems
which are there," he said.

"Like I have an academy which is

Katethong, Ratchanok Intanon and
Busanan Ongh ngphan (all Thai-

China, Japan and South Korea.
Indonesia is the most suceesstul
team in Thomas Cup history, a top
‘men's team bad minton championship,
with 14 titles. It has also captured three
Uber Cuptitles, which is a top women's
“team championship played alongside
Thomas Cup, but their success is not
much in canrparison to China (16 titles)
and Japan (six titles).

Indonesia is also having second-
‘highest number of gold medals at BWF
World Championships (23), with Chi-
na (70) at the top. With overall 80
medals, Indonesia is the second-most
successful team in BWF World Cham-
pionships history, followed by China
(202).

Indonesiais also a one-time Sudiram
Cup winner in 1989, which is a mixed
‘team championship. Southeast Asia
mnations like Thailand, Indonesia and
Malaysia, along with other countries of
Asia, have also been abig part of medal
tally at the recent 2023 BWF World
Championships and Paris Olympics
2024, with pnly Denmark (World C'-
ships silver and bronze, and an
O\vmplv.s gold) and Spain (one World
ionship silver) being able to

land) are the Southeast Asian stars. Rest
of the top 10 is made by players from

make an impact as far as European
countries are concerned.




Kajol, Ajay Devgn
she celebrates 26th
wedding anniversary

Mumbai

-town couple Ajay

Devgn and Kajol

celebrated their

26th wedding an-
niversary on Monday, Feb-
ruary 24, and now, a day
later, the ‘Do Patti” actress
shared a special post for
her husband.

Taking to Instagram on
Tuesday, Kajol posted a
beautiful picture of the two,
calling it a “late post.” In
the picture, Kajol looked
stunning in a floral saree,
while Ajay stood casually
beside herin a black lkeurta.

Along with the picture,
she wrote, “26 years and

counting. Thank you for
all your good wishes.”

Earlier on Monday, Ajay
also shared a special an-
niversary post on his In-
stagram.

Ajay shared a throwback
picture with Kajol, and the
second image showed ani-
mated characters. “Beat-
ing this trend by 26 years.
Happy anniversary to us,”
the 'Hum Dil De Chuke
Sanam’ actor wrote in the
post.

The actors tied the knot
on February 24, 1999, and
share two beautiful chil-
dren, a daughter, Nysa, and
a son, Yug.

TOP STORY, Devti, Wennespay 26 Fesruagy 2025

Raveena Tandon,
daughter Rasha Thadani

visit Maha Kumbh Mela

Mahakubh
olly-
wood
star
Raveena

Tandon and her

n daughter
«I.\ Rasha
Ay \’I'hadani
has vis-

ited

the
ongoing Ma-
hakumbh Mela in
Prayagraj. The mother-

daughter duo also met
President of Parmarth
Niketan Ashram, Swa-
mi Chidanand

ree, who
has been
) nomi-

nated in
the category of Best Support-
ing Actor for his perform-
ance in Adrien Brody's The
Brutalist at the upcoming
Academy Awards, shared
who actually would take the

Saraswati  and
sought his blessings
on Monday.

A couple of freinds
were also seen accompany-
ing the duo.

Raveena said that as the
Kumbh Mela is here after 144
years, she along with her
friends came to the Kumbh
from Mumbai. She added
that " We have come not
just for Ganga Snan but also
to our ‘home’. Swami ji's

prize,
“Tve been nominated fora
few of these awards, and 1

Isha Ambani offers
prayers at Triveni
Sangam in Prayagraj

Prayagraj

eliance Industries

Chairman

Mukesh Ambani

nd  Founder-

Chairperson of Reliance

Foundation Nita Ambani's

daughter Isha Ambani visit-

ed Prayagraj to participate in

the Maha Kumbh Mela and

offered prayers at Triveni
Sangam.

Isha Ambani can be seen
offering pravers in the pres-
ence of Swami Chidanand
Saraswati, president of Par-
marth Niketan Ashram.

Several celebrities, includ-
ing Katrina Kaif, Akshay Ku-
mar, Preity Zinta, Sonali Ben-
dre, andothers, tooka dipat
the Triveni Sangam.

Devutees continue to amiye
in large numbers at the
Triveni Sangam in Prayagraj
to participate in the ongoing
Mahakumbh ahead of the
Mahashivratri festival on
Wednesday. The Mela, which
has witnessed a historic
tumout, will continue until
February 26.

So far, over62 crore devo-
tees have participated, with
more than 1.30 crore taking,
a dip on Monday alone.

On Monday, Uttar Pradesh
Chief ~ Minister  Yogi
Adityanath posted on X,

‘More than 1.30 crore devo-
tees today and over 63.36
crore devotees so far have
taken a holy dip n the Triveni

[

! Z B
Sangam at Mahakumbh
2025, Prayagraj, a living sym-
bol of India's faith and
Sanatan’s harmony. The fes-
tival of humanity. Hearty
congratulations o all revered
saints and devotees who re-
ceived the holy benefit of the
sacred bath todayin this ‘Ma-
hayagna' of unity! Hail Moth-
er Ganga!”

In response to the massive
influx of devotees on the last
day of Mahakumbh, large-
scale sanitation and cleanli-
ness efforts have been im-
plemented.

The Maha Kumbh has set
a new Guinness World
Record with 15,000 sanita-
tion workers participating in
a deanliness drive across
multiple venues. However,
the final results of this record
attempt are expected to be
arnounced on February 27.

home is my home, my chil-
dren’s home.” Raveena also
shared that she plans to vis-
it Kashi and celebrate Maha
Shivratri there. Many other
celebrities have attended the
Kumbh Mela. Recently, Bol-
lvwood star Katrina Kaif
along with her mother-in-law
also took a holy dip at the
Kumbh mela and met Swa-
miChidanand Saraswati and
took his blessings.

Katrina expressed her

haven't won any!” said Pearce,
adding, “I'm not gonna win!
Kieran [Culkin] will win,
again, " reported People.

At the SAG Awards, Culkin
won for outstanding per-
formance by a male actorina
supporting role for A Real
Pain, in which he stars with
the movie’s writer/director
Jesse Eisenberg, reported
People.

During his acceptance
speech, Culkin noted how

L

gratitude and exciternent
about being part of the sa-
cred everit and said *T am
very fortunate that I could
come here this time. Tamre-
ally happy and grateful. 1
met Swami Chidanand
Saraswati and took his bless-
ings. Lam just starting my ex-
perience here. I like the en-
ergy, beauty, and signifi-
cance of everything. T am
Iooking forward to spending
the whole day here.”

“ineredibly heavy” the tro-
phywas (and later joked that
itwas “funny” how his“heav-
iest of all awards is the one
given by actors”), before re-
minding Brody, 51, of the 45-
second “allotted time” for ac-
ceptance speeches.

“There was no reason to
take thatshat; I love you, it's
a joke. You take your time,"
Culkin continued, as Brody
laughed from his seat in the
audience.

Mumbai

e
I heat-
wave

may not

have arrived
vet, but Fatima
Sana Shaikh is
surely feel-
ing its
ef-
fects.

The
‘Dangal’
actress
took to her
Instagram
account on
Tuesday to
share a series of
stunning black-
and-white: pic-
tures that re-

termed “vile gos-
sip™ an X post hy Con-
gress’ Kerala unit al-
leging that she had
handed her social
media accounts to
the BJP and got a
Rs 18 crore loan
waiver. The Con-
gress Kerala back-

Mumbai
oha Ali Khan, her
husband  Kunal
Kemmu and
daughter Inaaya
celebrated Herath with the
Lootease actor’s parents.

Taking to Instagram,
Soha posted a video from
her fam-jam Maha Shivra-
tri celebrations. Look at
how cute Inaaya looks in
ethnic attire,

“Herath Mubarak ! #hap-
pymahashivratrilove peace
and prayer (red heart emo-
ji)," she captioned the post.

In the video, we can see
Kunal and Soha performing
puja with their family.

Meanwhile, on the work
front, Kunal is all set to di-
rect his second project soon.

He shared that he will be
directing a movie for which
the shoot will start by the
end of 2025.

He also talked about

flected her mood as sum-
metapproaches.

‘The pictures showed Fati-
ma lying on a bed with an
unimpressed expression. She
looked effortlessly elegant
in a stylish black saree, with
the monochrome effect giv-
ing hera timeless and classic
appeal.

Alongwith the phatos, the
actress added a funny cap-
tion about how the “mood
shifts" when one realizes that
summer is about to come.

“If ‘Heatwave aane wala
hai padh ke, mood off ho
gaya” had a face. This is just
that,” read her post.

Earlierin October, Fatima,
who walked the ramp at
Lakme Fashion Weelex FDCI
2024, spoke about her off-
sereen fashion preferences.

tracked soon after ands
was just sharing media re-
parts and is glad to accept
mistakes if any.

A sneak p>eek

into Kunal
Kemmu, Soha Ali Khan’s
Herath festivities

working with Saif Ali Khan
in 'Go Goa Gone' and would
love to direct its sequel if
given a chance.

“1 briefly got to work with
Saifin Go Goa Gone. So Lre-
ally enjoyed doing that. 1
mean, it would be lovely to
work with these guys (Saif
and Sharmila Tagore). Not
just because they're family,
but also because they're
great actors who Lreallyre-
spectthe wark of. If they ask
me to directa sequel to Goa
Goa Gone, I'll definitely
make it," said Kunal.

Go Goa Gone was direct-
ed by the renowned film-
makers Raj & DK. It starred
Saif Ali Khan, Kunal Kem-
mu, Vir Das, and Anand Ti-
wari in the lead roles. It
was released in 2013. The
film follows a group of
friends who go to Goa fora
vacation and find them-
selves fighting zombies.

Fatima Sana Shaikh’s latest post
is a whole mood as summer
approaches; take a look

“Usually, I prefer to wear
savees, but I dont really fol-
low any trends. Typically, by
the time I hear about a trend,
it has already passed,” she
said.

As for her upcoming proj-
ects, she mentioned, T am
very excited for a project
that is coming soon. I don’t
know if I ean talk about it;
T've read about it somewhere,
but I'm not sure if I can dis-
close it. But L am very excit-
ed”

“Net year, everything will
come out. Thave warked alot
this year; everything will
come!” she added.

Meanwhile, the actress,
who was last seen in Dhak
Dhak and Sam Bahadur, is
now set to star in Anurag
Basu’s Metro In Dino.

Loan waiver reports: Kerala
Zinta in X spat

At the heart of the contro-
versyis the Reserve Bank of
India dissolving the New In-
dia Ce-operative Bank’s
hoard on February 15 amid
reports of financial irregu-
larities.

On Monday, Congress Ker-
ala’s X account posted anews
article with a caption that
Zinta gave her social media
accountsto BJP to geta Rs18
crore write off and depositors
are on the streets now that
the bank has collapsed.





