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When my films fail, |
feel depressed for two
weeks: Aamir Khan

USAID funded 7 projects in India
not related to voter turnout: Govt

B The report said funds were ¢
Energy Efficiency Technology C

New Delhi

mid a raging po-
litical controversy
ver USAID's al-

leged role in influencing
Indian elections, the
latest annual report of
the finance ministry has
disclosed that the agen-
cy funded seven projects
worth USD 750 million
in 2023-24.

"Currently, seven
projects worth a total
budget of USD 750 mil-
lion (approx.) are being
implemented by USAID
in partnership with Gov-
ernment of India," as per
the Finance Ministry an-
nual report for 2023-24.

For the financial year
2023-24, an obligation
of a total of USD 97 mil-
lion (about Rs 825 crore)
has been made by the US
Agency for International
Development (USAID)
under the seven projects,
it said.

The Department of
Economic Affairs under
the Finance Ministry
which is the nodal de-
partment for bilateral
funding arrangements
has also shared the de-
tails of projects funded
in 2023-24 in the report.

During the year, no

i :ydfor Sustaii

funding was made for
enha g voter turnout
but to projects related lo
agriculture & food s

sanitation and hygiene
(WASH);  Renewable
Energy; disaster man-
agement and health.
Besides, it said, funds
were committed for
Sustainable Forests
and Climate Adaptation
Program and Energy
Efficiency  Technology
Commercialization and
Innovation Project.

The United es of
America's bilateral de-

cialization and I

mn Project

S

velopment  assistance
to India started in 1951
and it is mainly adminis-
tered through USAID.

Since its commence-
ment, USAID has pro-
vided economic assis-
tance of over USD 17
billion to India in vari-
ous sectors for over 555
projects.

Political ~ controversy
erupted in the country
earlier this month af-
ter the Elon Musk-led
DOGE (Department of
Government Efficiency)
claimed that it had can-
celled a USD 21 million

Zelenskyy offers to resign in exchange
for peace, NATO membership

olodymyr  Zelen-
skyy has said he
s willing to step
down as Ukraine’s pres-
ident if it would secure
lasting peace for his
country.

“If it brings peace for
Ukraine, if you really
need me to leave my
post, I'm ready. T can
exchange it for Nato
[membership],”  Zelen-
skyy told reporters at a

ress conference in Kyiv
on Sunday. “If such con-
ditions exist [T will step
down] immediately.”

Speaking ahead of
the third anniversary of
Russia’s full-blown inva-
sion of Ukraine on Mon-
day, Zelenskyy also said
he wanted US President
Donald Trump to be a
close partner to Ukraine
and not just a mediator
between Kyiv and Mos-
cow.

US and Russia officials
last week agreed during
their first high-level talks

in Riyadh to “lay the
groundwork for future
co-operation” on ending
the war and a normalisa-
tion of relations.
“I really want it to be
more thanjust mediatio
[from Trump]...tha
not enough,” Zelenskyy
said.
Zelenskyy and Trump
have been engaged in a
war of words since US
and Russian officials
met last week in Sau-
di Arabia for their first
high-level talks in three

years. The move shook
the West's policy to iso-
late the Kremlin and
infuriated Ukrainian
and European leaders as
they were not invited.

In a series of verbal
attacks over the last
week, Trump has bra
ed Zelensky a "dictator
falsely claimed Ukraine'
"started" the war and
said, contrary to inde-
pendent opinion polls,
that Zelenskyy was un-
popular at home.

Agency

grant to India to boost
"voter turnout”.

US President Donald
Trump also repeated-
ly claimed that USAID
under the previous ad-
ministration led by Joe
Biden allocated USD 21
million in funding to In-
dia for 'voter turnout'.

External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar on
Saturday said the infor-
mation put out by the
Trump administration
is "concerning” and that
the government is look-
ing into it.

The USAID was al-

ble Forests and Climate Adaptation Program and

lowed in India "in good
faith, to do good faith
activities", and sugges-
tions are being made out
of America that "there
are activities which are
in bad faith," Jaishankar
had said.

On the other hand, the
Congress party on Sun-
day accused lhc BJP of
indulging in "anti-na-
uon.ﬂ work" by spread-
ing ke news from
America” and asserted
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar will also
have to answer as to why
the government is si-
lent when US President
Donald Trump and Elon
Musk are "insulting" In-
dia repeatedly.

Congress general sec-
retary in-charge Jairam
Ramesh said, "BJP is a
procession of liars and
illiterates.

The news about USD
21 million, on which
the BJP and their boot-
lickers were jumping on,
turned out to be fake.

The USD 21 million in
2022 was not for 'voter
turnout' in India, but for
Bangladesh.

Agency
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Atishi Named
Leader of Opposition
in Delhi Assembly
aret et

New Delhi
ormer Delhi chief

Atishi  was
chosen as the Leader of
Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly at a meeting
of AAP MLAs here on
Sunday.

With this, Atishi be-
comes the first woman
to hold the post. AAP
supremo Arvind Kejri-
wal was also part of the
meeting of the party's 22
MLAs where Atishi was
picked.

In a press conference,
AAP's Delhi unit con-
venor Gopal Rai said by
consensus all AAP MLAs
have chosen Atishi as
the Leader of Opposi-
tion (LoP).

MLA from Burari,
Sanjeev Jha, proposed
Atishi's name as LoP and
all MLAs supported the
proposal, said Rai, who
is also the MLA from Ba-
barpur.

Speaking at the press
conference, Atishi
thanked the party chief
al and all the MLAs,

"AAP will show what
a strong opposition's
role is in the House and
will raise all issues with
full force. AAP will en-
sure that the BJP fulfils
all its promises as the
party in power. Specif-
ically, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's prom-
ise to provide Rs 2,500
to women in the city by
March 8. We promise
that we will make the
Rekha Gupta-led BJP
govcmmenl fulfil this
promis

The first session of
the Delhi Assembly will
begin on February 24. In
the three-day session, the
ruling BJP government
has said that pending
CAG reports against the

performance of the previ-

ous AAP government will

be tabled in the House.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Virat Kohli completes 51st ODI
century; takes India to huge win

3 i show-
cased his penchant
to lord over Paki-

stan in ICC tournaments
once more as the batting
icon's glittering unbeat-
en 100 helped India
claim an authoritative
six-wicket win over their
traditional rivals and all
but seal a semifinal spot
in the Champions Tro-
phy here on Sunday.

The victory should be
enough for India, who
are now on top of Group
A with four points, to
make the last four.

However, Pakistan are
staring at early elimina-
tion from the eight-team
event after their second
successive loss.

Chasing a tricky 242,
India rode on Kohli's
51st ODI ton, Shreyas
Iyer's classy 67-ball 56
and  Shubman  Gill's

Slave mentality with foreign support

hurting rehglous beliefs: PM Modi

Chattarpur (MP)

rime Minister Nar-
Pcndra Modi on

Sunday slammed a
section of leaders over
their critical remarks
on Maha Kumbh, saying
those with "slave men-
tality" keep attacki ng
the country's rel
and cultural tmdlllum
with the backing of for-
eign powers.

Modi termed the on-
going Maha Kumbh in
Prayagraj as the "Maha
Kumbh of Unity" after
laying the foundation
stone for Shree Bage-
shwar Medical Sciences
And Research Institute,
which will include a can-
cer hospital, at Chhatar-
purin Madhya Pradesh.

Bageshwar Dham is a
prominent religious site

associated with Lord
Hanuman, frequented
by thousands of people.
"These days
that there is a group of
leaders who mock and
ridicule our religion.
They are bent upon

breaking the unit and
are engaged in dividing
people.

"Many limes, foreign
powers too are seen
trying to weaken the
country and religion by
supporting these peo-

ple," Modi said.

Modi's remarks come
amid a row over West
Bengal CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee dubbing Maha
Kumbh as Mrityu
Kumbh citing misman-
agement and incidents

of stampede. She had
also accused the au-
thorities of suppressing
the death toll.

Modi said the haters
of the Hindu faith have
been living in different
disguises for centuries.

"These people with
slave mentality attack
our beliefs, temples,
saints, culture and tra-
ditions. These people
abuse our festivals, tra-
ditions, and beliefs," he
sai

Modi further said the
agenda of this section
was to break the society
and unily of the country.

"They have the audac-
ity of throwing slush at
our religion and culture
which is intrinsically
progressive," he added.

Agency

brilliant start of 46 off

52 balls to overhaul the
target with more than
seven overs Lo spare.

Kohli rebelled against
his own modest recent
form and a dangerous
opposition to peel off a

HIGHLIGHT

® Kuldeep Yadav (3 for

40) and Hardik Pan-

dya (2 for 31) were the

main wicket-takers for

India.

= Virat Kohli on Sunday
created history as he
became the quickest

batter to score 14,000

runs in One-Day Inter-

nationals during the CT

clash against Pakistan.
memorable knock that
took 111 balls and was
punctuated with seven
fours.

Pakistan, on the other
hand, are on their way
out of the tournament of
which they are the hosts.

Once again, they ran
into their old nemesis -
Kohli.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

First session of Delhi’s new
legislative Assembly on Feb 24

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi

elhi BJP Presi-
dent Virendra Sa-
chdeva and Chief

Minister Rekha Gupta
on Sunday held a press
conference to discuss
the upcoming assembly
session that starts on
February 24.

They emphasized that
the main goal of their
government is to devel-
op Delhi into a better
capital.

Sachdeva accused the
Aam Aadmi Party of
spreading falsehoods to
tarnish the BJP's rep-
utation and promised
that their legislators
would respond through
their work.

The assembly session
will last three days and
will primarily focus on
development projects,

allowing no space for
negativity. It will in-
clude events such as
oath-taking for legis-
lators and addresses
from the Lieutenant
Governor.

Gupta highlighted

that they will present 14

-ewag qm'ﬁmnm

reports from the Comp-
troller and Auditor
General (CAG) during
this session and stated
that previous govern-
ments must be held ac-
countable for how pub-
lic funds were used.
CONTD ON PAGE-2
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USAID funded
7 projects in
India not
related to voter
turnout: Govt

CONT FROM PAGE-1

On the expeeted ta-
bling of CAG reports,
Atishi said it is a routine
procedure and that she
‘had sent these reports to
the House as CM.

ch[iwal in a post on
X, said, "I congratulate
Almhl_]l for being elected
as Leader of AAP in the
House. AAP will play the
role of constructive op-
position in the interest
of the people of Delhi.”

Alishi also posted on X
and said, "The people of
Delhi have entrusted us
with the role of opposi-
tion, and as a strong op-
position we will ensure
that the BJP govern-
ment fulfils all its prom-
ises made to the people
of Delhi."

"During the elections,
Modi Ji had guaran-
teed to give Rs. ¥ 2500/
month to all the women
of Delhi. We will defi-
nitely get this promise
fulfilled by the BJP gov-
ernment,” she said.

Former deputy CM
Manish Sisodia also con-
gratulated Atishi. "The
Aam Aadmi Party will
play the role of a respon-
sible and active opposi-
tion, always giving pri-
ority to the interests of
the people of Delhi," he
posted on X.

The BJP ousted AAP
from power in Delhi,
winning 48 of the 70
seats in the assembly
polls held on February
5. Kejriwal, Sisodia and
several top leaders of
the party lost their seats
in the polls,

First session of
Delhi's new
legislative Assem-
bly on Feb 24

CONT FROM PAGE-1

Sachdeva mentioned
that the implementa-
tion of the Ayushman
Scheme has  already
been a significant contri-
bution to the residents
of Delhi. Both leaders
expressed their commit-
ment to addressing the
concerns of the citizens
and completing pending
development projects.

‘They noted that the
first day of the assembly
will involve oath cere-
monies and elections for
leadership positions.

Gupta reiterated that
this assembly session
will  prioritize  discus-
sions on progress, en-
suring that the focus
remains on positive de-
velopments for Delhi.

The media representa-
tives present included Me-
dia head Praveen Shankar
Kapoor and co-incharge
Vikram Mittal.

Virat Kohli
completes 51st
ODI century;
takes India to
huge win

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The 36-year-old had
several demons of his
own to tame - a lean
run, recurring form of
dismissals and struggles
against spin.

But he slayed each one
of them, in a manner be-
fitting a batter who also
became the quickest to
14,000 ODI runs during
the course of the knock.

Pakistan might have
hoped to hustle him a bit
through pacers Shaheen
Shah Afridi and Haris
Rauf.

But Kohli drove them
on the up with elan or
pulled them with audac-
ity as Pakistan's premier
pacers transformed into
dejected figures after the
early high of Afridi cas-
tling Rohit Sharma (20
off 15 balls) with a peach
of a yorker.
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MRM’s historic initiative: Major resolution on Waqf
reforms, UCC, equal rights, de-addiction, Imdad fund

New Delhi:

he All India Execu-
tive Meeting of the

Muslim Rashtriva
Manch (MRM) was held
at Tagore Hall, Rajghal,
Delhi, with the partic-
ipation of over 100 of-
fice-bearers from across
the country. Speaking
aon the key decisions
made in the meeting,
National Convener and
Media In-charge Shahid
Sayeed stated, “Serious
discussions were held
on crucial issues such as
the Waqf Amendment
Bill 2024, resolution
of disputed sites like
Kashi-Mathura, com-
munal harmony, pre-
vention of religious con-
versions, the need for
equal civil rights within

e Muslim community,
and the transparent use
of Wagqf properties.”

He further said. “Ad-
ditionally, the launch
of a "De-addiction Cam-
paign’ to keep Muslim
youth away from drugs
and the establishment of
an ‘Imdad Fund’ to sup-
port the poor, widows,
orphans, and the needy
were also declared. Sig-
nificant viewpoints were
shared on the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC).”

During the meeting,

\_’

He added, “Islam
spread in India not by
the sword but through
the love of Sufi saints

MRM's mentor Indresh
Kumar made a strong
staternent on the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC),
saying, “A Uniform Civil
Code is the need of the
hour in India. Different
laws for different com-
munities create diserim-
ination and inequality
in society. there is
ane country, one con-
stitution, and one judi-
cial system, then there
should also be a single
civil code. UCC will en-
sure equal rights for all

religions and guarantee

justice and dignity for

Muslim women."

He added, “Islam
spread in India not by
the sword but through
the love of Sufi saints
and Indian  culture.
However, some peo-
ple have exploited it for
their selfish motives by
promoting  extremism
and oppression. Practic-
es like triple talag, ha-
lala, and polygamy are
obstacles to the progress
of the Muslim commu-

Suspended IAS officer claims unjust
delay in promotion to secretary rank

1

Suspended L LAS ofﬁcer
N Prasanth has once
again shot off a letter to
Kerala Chief Secretary
Sarada Muraleedharan,
claiming that his pro-
motion lo the Secretary
rank has been unjustly
delayed since January
2022, despite his full el-
igibility.

In a letter dated Feb-
ruary 18, Prasanth, who
was suspended in No-
vember last year for
criticising a senior 1AS
officer on social media,
alleged that over the
past three years, three
batches of officers junior
to him have been pro-
moted, while his promo-
tion has been deliberate-
ly stalled.

“The only reason cited
for this denial is the pen-
dency of disciplinary ac-
tion, which was initiated
after my promotion was
due, solely to create an
artificial justification to
withhold it,” he stated.

In an open letter last
week, Prasanth had ac-
cused the Chief Secre-
tary of bias in the dis-
ciplinary action against
him, claiming that the

“The only reason
cited for this denial
is the pendency of
disciplinary  action,
which was initiated
after my promotion
was due, solely to
create an artificial

lying lifeless for years,”
the latest letter said.

He claimed that there
has never been any al-
legation of shortcom-
ings in his professional
duties or work perfor-
mance.

“The actions initiated
against me are entirely
extraneous to my official

justification to S 2
N —_— duties, blatantly display-
withhold it hel ing bias and pry(']ccdlufi
stated. lmpmpneu.
It is list
matter was not handled in law that discipli-

[airly.

“In January 2022, my
promotion was withheld
without reason. Then,

nary proceedings must
be based on objective
and legitimate consid-
emnons, not personal

on 16, 2022,
adisciplinary action was
instituted against me,
evidently to mannfac-
ture grounds for deny-
ing my promotion.

Now, in 2025, the file
remains indefinitely
stalled without a deci-
sion. My repeated re-
quests for a copy of the
file have been denied,
raising a eritical ques-
tion, what exactly is
being concealed in an
administrative file con-
cerning me? It is said
that ‘every file is a life;,’
but this file has been

or targeted
harassment he said.
He alleged that, ac-
cording to established
service rules and judicial
precedents, disciplinary
proceedings against an
IAS officer should be
concluded  within - six
months. However, the
action initiated against
him on November 16,
2022, remains unre-
solved even in 2025. He
claimed that the pro-
longed delay had unjust-
ly hindered his career
advancement  without
any valid justification.

nity. Now is the time to
move towards reforms
and embrace equal civil
rights.”

Emphasis on National
Unity: Indresh Kumar
further stated, “India’s
soul lies in ‘Vasudhai-
va Kutumbakam® (The
world is one family),
where every religion
and community enjoys
equal rights. Islam in
India was not accepted
through foree but be-
cause of the Sufi tradi-
tions. The fundamen-

tal message of Islam is
peace and humanity,
but some individuals
are distorting it for their
selfish gains.”

Speaking firmly on the
misuse of Waqf proper-
ties, he said, “The rights
given to the Wagqf Board
by the Government of
India are meant for
public welfare, not for
personal gains of a few
individuals. Waqf prop-
erlies are nol personal
estates but should be
used for the upliftment
of the Muslim commu-
nity and the welfare of
poor Muslims. Ilegal
encroachments and cor-
ruption in Wagf lands
must be stopped. These
assets should be utilized
for education, health-
care, employment, and
social service.”

On resolving disputes
related to religious
sites, he remarked,
“The disputes of Kashi
and Mathura can also
be resolved through
dialogue and mutual
understanding.  To-

and Indian culture. ]

day’s Muslims should
not be burdened with
the actions of historical
invaders like Babur and
Aurangzeb. We must
acknowledge historical
mistakes and move to-
wards justice.”

He also issued a striet
warning against reli-
gious conversions and
communalism,  stal-
ing, “Forced or lured
religious  conversions
have no place in India.
Every religion—Islam,
Hinduism, Sikhism,
Christianity—must  be
respected, but those us-
ing conversions as a po-
litical weapon must be
exposed. Indian Mus-
lims can no longer be
deceived. They seek de-
velopment and broth-
erhood, not hatred.”

Views of Prominent
Intellectuals: The ex-
ecutive meeting unan-
imously decided that
the Waqf Amendment
Bill 2024 is in the best
interest of Indian Mus-
lims.

National ~ Convener
Md. Afzal said, “Mus-
lims now realize how
they were misled. Those
who secretly sold Waqf
properties and engaged
in_corruption must be
held accountable.”

Gen Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of the Army
Staff embarks on an official visit to France

New Delhi:
General Upendra
Dwivedi, Chief of the
Army Staff (COAS), de-
parted on an official visit
to France from 24th tu
27th February 2025,
part of efforts to buTstel

India-France  defence
cooperation.
On  24th  February

2025, the COAS will en-
gage with senior military
leadership of France
at Les Invalides, Paris.
The day will begin with
a Guard of Honour fol-

lowed by discu
with  General  Pierre
Schill, CEMAT (Chef

d’Etat-Major de 'Armée
de Terre — the French
Army Chief). The aim
of the meeting will be to
foster stronger military
ties between the two na-
tions.

The itinerary also in-
cludes a visit Lo the Ecole
Militaire, the prestigious
Military School and In-
stitution  Complex In
Paris, where the COAS
will be briefed on Fu-
ture Combat Command
(CCF). Additionally,
General Dwivedi will be
briefed at the Technical
Section of the French
Army (STAT) and visit

the Battle Lab Terre at
Versailles.

25th  February
General Dwive-
i will travel to Mar-
seille, where he
visit the grd Division of
the French Army and
will be briefed on the
mission and role of the
4rd Division, the bilat-
eral exercise SHAKTI,
India-France training
cooperation, and the
French Army modern-
isation programme
(Scorpion). The follow-
ing day, General Dwive-
di will visit Carpiagne

to witness a dynamic
demonstration of the
Scorpion Division with
live firing exercises.

On 27th February
2025, the COAS will visit
the Neuve Chapelle Indi-
an War Memarial to lay
a solemn wreath in hon-
our of the fallen Indian
soldiers who participat-
ed in World War lmer
in the day, he will deliv-
er a talk at the Ecole de
Guerre, the French Joint
Staff College, highlight-
ing the evolving nature
of modern warfare and
India’s strategic vision.

Lajpat Nagar 3 RWA hosts Zero waste awareness
meet, leading way in sustainable living

New Delhi:

D
proving that sustainabil-
ity isn’t just an idea—it’s
a way of life. The neigh-
borhood recently hosted
the Zero Waste Aware-
ness Meet, a communi-
ty-driven initiative that
has transformed waste
management practices,
ensuring that over 95%
of wasle is either com-
posted or recycled. Res-
idents have embraced
the movement whole-
heartedly, proving that
small, consistent efforts
can lead to significant
environmental change.

Launched in 2023 by
the Zero Waste Com-
mittee under the lead-
ership of Mr. Charan-
jeet Singli, the initiative
is a collaborative effort
with the Lajpat Nagar 3
Residents Welfare As-
sociation (RWA) team,
including Mr. SB Singh,
Mr. Lalit Vohra, Mrs.
Sujata Bahal, Mrs. Mee-
ta Chaddha, and Mr.
Sundeep Chaddha. The

event was atlended by
MCD officials and the
DDSIL team, who elabo-
rated on the significance
of this drive and its long-
term impact on waste
reduction.

Since becoming fully
operational in February
2024, the initiative—
managed by Tozero
Sustainable  Solutions,
founded by IIT-Delhi
alumnus Ajay Agarw-

N

achieved  re-
markable  milestones,
including  composting
48 tons of wet waste on-
site, recyeling 76 tons of
dry waste, and providing
sustainable employment
o 12 waste pickers.

At the event, Coun-
cilor Sharad Kapoor, a

al—has

the project, praised the
RWA's dedication. “The
people of Lajpat Nagar

3 are leading the way in
responsible waste man-
agement. Their efforts
serve as an example for
the entire aner
Delhi starts with each
of us, and this initiative
proves that when a com-
munity comes together,
real change happens.”
“Our community is
proving that zero waste
living is not just a vi-
sion but a tangible re-

ality,” said Mr. Charan-
jeet Singh, speaking at
the event, stated, “Our
community is demon-
str'ating that zero waste
living is not just a con-
cept but an achievable

in this movement. When
sustainable habits start
al home, they spread
throughout the city,
inspiring others to be
more responsible with
their waste.”

goal. Through L
waste eegregallcn. com-
posting, and recycling,
we are not only reducing
landfill waste but also
creating a sustainable
blueprint for other com-
munities to follow.”

Mr. Lalit Vohra, while
speaking at the meet,
remarked, “Waste man-
agement is often an af-
terthought, but this ini-
tiative proves that with a
well-structured  system,
we can make a signifi-
cant difference. Our ef-
forts today will pave the
way for a cleaner and
healthier environment
for the coming genera-
tions.”

Mrs. Sujata Bahal re-
flected on the impact of
the event, saying, “IUs
heartening to see our
community so engaged

A em-
phasize throughout
the event was that “My
waste is my responsibil-
ity.” Thi ative aims

to instill a sense of own-
ership among residents,
ensuring that waste
management is not just
a community effort but
a personal commitment
for everyone.

The final phase of the
initiative, sel to launch
in March 2025, will ful-
ly transition Lajpat Na-
gar 3 into a 100% Zero
Waste Community,
serving as a model for
sustainable urban living.
This will serve as a mod-
el for other url ban neigh-
borhoods, proving that
with the nghl strategies
and community partic-
ipation, sustainable liv-
ing is truly within reach.

Railway operated
five Unreserved
trains from New
Delhi to Prayagraj
due to high

ticket sale

Staff Reporter
New Del
Saturday evening,
the Railway operated
five Unreserved trains
from New Delhi to
Prayag due Lo high tick-
et sales and increased
crowd demand for the
Mahakumbh zo25.

Ticket sales were
closely monitored, with
Ashwini Vaishnaw, the
Union Minister of Rail-
ways, overseeing the
situation from the Rail-
way Board’s War room,
while Ashok Kumar
Verma, General Manag-
er of Northern Railway,
monitored from a mini
control room at New
Delhi Station.

During the evening,
ticket sales surged, start-
ing with 2,375 tickets
sold between G:00 PM
and 7:00 PM, leading to
the departure of Train
No. 0470 at 7:00 PM.

This trend continued,
with tickets sold in-
creasing to 2,950 from
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM,
and 3,429 from 8:00
PM to 9:00 PM. From
9:00 PM to 10:00 PM,
2,662 tickets were sold,
followed by 1,689 from
10:00 PM to 11:00 PM.

Indian Railways is
committed to providing
convenient travel op-
tions for the large num-
ber of pilgrims heading
to Prayag.

Rivt Contact
0818-199941

PUBLIC NOTICE

GENERAL PUBLIC 18
HEREBY [INFORMED  THAT
MY CLIENTS NAMEIY. MR
SURAJ PRAKASH KHURANA
S0 SH GA NA

On

ABOUT 77 YRA
LAIPAT MAGAI W DELRL
SOUTH DRLHI Hi= 11002

(BEARING ADHAAR MO, 3801
SA8R: TREZ) AND M8, KAMLA
KHURANA WO MR SURAI
PRAKASH KHURANA. AGH
ABOUT 72° YEARS

T 653

THAT MY CLIE
PRAKASH KHURAN
RAMLA KHTRANA WO MR.
SURAI PRAKASIT KIURANA,
FAVE ~ DISOWNED  THEIR
FIDREST SON NAMFD -AS
NDER

MR AVINASIL KLIURANA —SON
(A MR SURAY PRAKASH
KINURANA AND MS. KAMLA
KIHURANA), RKD A3, LAJAL
NAGAR-2, NEW DELIIL SOUTI

THFIR MOVABLE.
AND IMMOVABLIPROPERTLES]
ASSETS AND ILAVE SIEVERID)
ALL  RELATIONSHIPS  WIILL
HIM DUE 10 HIS CON TINUGL

DISOBEDIENCE,
AND ACTS OFf OMISSION. AND
8 I'S SHALI, NOT ' BE

FOR ANY OF
HIS ACT(S) WHATSOREVER, IN
FUTLIRE

VIJENDER SINGH

(mlwuu-)

/D
M-UB1E01052

PUBLIC NOTICE

e ithaown w ull thit my elient S11
KUNDAN LAL Wi SiL LAY
SR CHAND RO VILLAGE-
FHUL  THULL  JHUL JHINY
JHUL JHULL GHUMAN [ERA,
SOUTH WEST DELHI 10073
Iave severed all relations witli ber

RO PLOYT N(H STRELEY \Jl) 8
NEAR [ CONVENT SCHOOI
GUPTA MARKFT NAJAFGARR

WLEST DLLIT 110045 sind

from all hermovable and
pmpem e to unmily behavionr,

e ot e ity e, <hall
10 do s 4 hister own risk and
sonsequerices ond my clion shall
notbe bld liabie for that

ADVOCATE

CH. NO, 759, LAWYERS
CHAMBER BLOCK, DWARKA
COURTS, SEC-11), NEW
DELHI-LI007S,

Ph. No. 8810531997
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BJP MLAs meet ahead of
Delhi Assembly's first session

M Leader of the House and Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, the members of her
cabinet and party MLAs attended the meeting at Delhi BIP office here.

NewDelhi

he BIP legislature

partyin a meeting

on Sunday dis-

cussed do's and
dont’s and agenda for the
first session of the newly
constituted 8th Delhi As-
sembly scheduled to com-
mence on Monday.

Leader of the House and
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-~
ta, the members of her cab-
inet and party MLAs at-
tended the meeting at Del-
hi BIP office here.

The party MLAS were
given tipsabout the session
as many of them are first
time MLAs. The coordina-
tion with the government
and the party organisation
in coming days was also
discussed in the meeting,
the BIP legislators said,

The party may form a
eoordination committee for
the purpose in future, they
said.

BJP MLA Raj Kumar
Bhatia said the state pres-
ident and general secre-

Products
attract

visitors at Saras
Ajeevika Mela

Noida
Visitors thronged the
stalls set up by different
states to showcase their
products in the Saras
Ajeevika Mela held at
Noida H'l’tl in sector-33

The ﬂ.ql.ls of Bihar,
Jharkhand and Chhattis-
garh were crowded. The
products kept at these
stallsare attracting people
a lot. On the third day of
the fair, women artisans
from various states across
the country presented
their products.

The Sahayata group of
Biliar has set up a stall of
suits, sarees, cushion cov-
ers, pillow covers and
Bedsheets. All their prod-
ucts are made of cotton
thread. The products kept
al these stalls are attract-
ing people a lot. Women
artisans from various
states across the country
presented their products.

More than 80 stalls
have been set up in this
fair held at Noida Haat,
where handicrafts, hand-
loom, organic products,
traditional art, pottery,

bamboo items and unique
household items are avail-
able. A huge crowd of
people was seen at the
stalls of wooden decora-
tive items, clothes, jew-
ellery and other hand-
made products in the fair,

Besides, sarees of
Odisha are also attracting
women. Meenapari, a
member of the group that
set up the stall here, said
that all the products are of
handloom. Among these,
Eka saree is the first
choice of women, which is
worn by various aciresses
inthe country. In the fair,
people also shopped a lot
of handicraft products
from the states of Hi-
machal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir and Ut-
tarakhand.

Cultural programmes
are also attracting the vis-
itors in the fair. Folk
dances, music and tradi-
tional art of artists from
different states have be-
come the centre of at-
traction in the fair. At the
same time, people are also
dancing to the beats of
traditional drums and na-
gada in the fair. Many
types of swings have also
heen installed in the fair
for the entertainment of
children.

tary (organisation) Pavan
Rana briefed the legis
tors about their parlia-
mentary conduct in the
House,

The only agenda of the
BJP government is to en-
sure Viksit Delhi* and alle-
viating the pains and prob-
lems of people, said Delli
BJP president Virendra
Sachdeva in a press con-
ference with Gupta.

The chief minister said
the first session of the new
Assembly will begin with
oath of the new members

on Monday and & protem
speaker will be sworn-in
by Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena.

BJP MLA Arvinder Singh
Laovely has been appointed
as protem speaker to con-
duct the session till a new
speaker is elected by the
Houge.

The BIP has nominated
Vijender Gupta and Mo-
han Singh Bisht as candi-
dates for the posts of speak-
er and deputy speaker, re-
spectively.

The chief minister said

the mostimpartant ﬁ'ungof
the three-day session wi
the tabling of the 14 CAG
reports.

"Every single rupee of
the hard earned money of
the public that was mis-
used by the previous gov-
emments will be account-
ed for,” Gupta said.

The chief minister as-
serted that the commit-
ments of the BJP govemn-
ment are "ahsolutely gen-
uine” and will be fulfilled
cent per cent.

She said the BIP gov-
emment is focused on its
job at hand 1o serve people.
Gupta hit out at the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), say-
ing the party's "work and
vision" was seen by people
in the last one decade.

Earlier in the day, the
AAP MLAs unanimously
chose former Delhi chief
minister Atishi as the
Leader of Opposition in
the Dethi Assembly.

Atishi on her part said
that she had already sent

Gr. Noida Authority to
build commercial centre

Noida
The Greater Noida Au-
thority has planned to de-
velop a business and en-
tertainment centre like
New York's Times Square
inan area of 674 hectare
on buth sides of the 130
meter wide road connect-
ing Ghaziabad, Noida, and
Greater Noida.

entertainment facilities,
retail markets, office com-
plexes, and some residen-
tial projects. The 130-me-
tre wide road will be con-
verted into a high-level
road with a 10.5-metre
wide bus-way on either
side, which will be used
primarily for public trans-

port
The project aims to cre- This will provide safe
! op- ande ient travel op-

ate new

portunities in the ar
promote business acti
ties, and systematic de-
velopment of areas con-
nected to the Noida Air-
port,so that Greater Noi-
da can be established as a
major business hub.
The area will include
hotels, business centres,

tions to locals. Develop-
ment of 'Greater Noida
Aerocity’ is also being con-
sidered, which will imclude
logistics parks and ware-
housing hubs. This will
provide an opportunity
for the private sector to
participate in land devel-
opment and accelerate the

overall development of
the region.

Along with the devel-
opment of business and
entertainment centres,
sep. e areas will also
be reserved for IT parks,
innovation centres, R&D
centres, und corporate of-
fices.

This project will create
new employment oppor-
tunities in the region, pro-
mote business activities,
and lead to systematic de-
velopment of a
nected to the Noida Air-
port, which will help
Greater Noida to become
a major husiness hub.
Employment will also be
created here for the local
people.

the CAG reports to the
House as the chief minister.
Sachdeva alleged that the
AAP leaders were in the
habit of “lying" and point-
ed that the Assembly Ses-
sion was never prorogued
during the AAP regime.
The AAP had enough
time to table theTeport in-
stead of pretending now
that the report could not be
tabled due tothe Delhi As-
sembly elections, he said.
The BJP, which is re-
turning to the Delhi As-
sembly office after 26 years,
will assail the AAP over the
"irregularities and corrup-
tion” pointed in the pend-
ing 14 reporis of the Comp-
troller and Auditor Gener-
al (CAG) on performance of
its previous government
during 2015-202,
The AAP has asserted to
raise the issue of the BJP
not passing its pall scheme
of providing Rs 2,500 to
Delln women after coming
to power in the first Cabinet
meeting.

Shahid Smarak Udyan
bags Best Garden Award

Noida

Shihid Smarak Udyan in
sector-29 has won the best
maintained garden award
for the 21st consecutive
rin the garden com-
petition organised by the
Floriculture Society, Noi~
da.

This award was given
by Vandana Tripathi,
ACEO of the Noida Au-
thority, during the annu-
al Vasant Utsav and
flawer exhibition held at
Shivalik Park, sector 33A.
In this event, the beauty of
various gardens of Noi-
da, private institutions
and gardens maintained
by individuals was show-
cased.

People from all over the
region came in large num-
bers to see this exhibition
and to shop. The Shaheed
Smarak Udyan has re-
ceived this award for 21
consecutive years due to
its greenery, wonderful
floral arrangement and
excellent maintenance,
This achievement not only
symbolises the apprecia-
tion of the efforts of the
Naida Authority, but also
proves to be helpful inin-
creasing awareness to-
wards environmental pro-

This award was
given by Vandana
Tripathi, ACEO of
the Noida Authority,
during the annual
Vasant Utsav and
flower exhibition
held at Shivalik Park,
sector 33A. In this
event, the beauty of
various gardens of
Noida, private insti-
tutions and gardens
maintained by indi-
viduals was show-
cased.
tection and green public
places.

The Shaheed Smarak

Udyan has become a fa-
vorite spot for the city
dwellers due to its orna-
mental flowers, greenery,
rich biodiversity and
serene environment. It is
not only an ideal place
for nature lovers and
moring walkers; but also
a medium to inspire the
youth and awaken the na-
tional sp

The Neida Shaheed
Smarak being selected as
the best garden for 21 con-
secutive years reflects its
excellent maintenance
and its historical-cultural
importance. This achieve-
ment is an important
milestone towards the en-
vironmental and aesthet-
ic development of Noida
city.

No preparation to regularize 12,000 temporary MCD
employees as claimed by Atishi Marlena: LoP MCD

W AAP' recent

about larizi

\hshl Marlena has
claimed that she will regu-
larize 12,000 temporary
employees on
5. However, Raja
Igbal Singh from the Delhi
BJP pointed out that as of
February 23, there has been
no preparation for this reg-
ularization atthe Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation Secre-
tary's office.

He accused Atishi of mak-
ing false promises, stating
that she did so while in pow-
er previously and contin-
ues to do so now.

He emphasized that prior
approval from the Munici-

pal C issi and the

12,000

ization propesal can be pre-
pared, and this has not oc-
curred.

On February 25, areport
from the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) will
be presented, which is ex-
pected to hold AAPleaders

Finance Department is
needed before any regular-

Delhi Police organises walkathon
for awareness about traffic rules

_ New Delhi

The Delhi Police organiseda
Walkathon at the Shahdara
Traffic Circle to raise aware-
ness about traffie rules and
thereby promote road safe-
ty with the participation of
students, businessmen, pro-
fessionals, and police offi-
cers, the police said on Sun-
day.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Traffic) Shashank
Jaiswal said the programme
commenced at Gate No. 4 of
the Yamuna Sports Com-
plex with the participants
wearing T-shirts and caps
with road safety slogans em-
blazoned on them. Through-
out the event, the partici-
pants distributed to passers-
by informative pamphlets
with motivational messages
on the importance of fol-
lowing the traffic rules and

Absconding Neeraj Bhawam gangster

New Delhi

The erime branch of the Del-
hi Palice claimed to have
nabbed an

absconding member of the
Neeraj Bhawani Gang in-
volved in seven cases of
snatching and vidlation of
the Arms Acts in Delhi; the
police said on Sunday,

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Aditya Gau-
tam said, acting an secret in-
formation and teehnical sur-
veillance, the palice got their
hands on the accused, iden-
tified as Deepak Sharma, 28,

driving safely

Juiswal further added that
the walkathon was aimed
at educating the masses
about thedangers of reckless
driving, the ultimate goal
being curbig the road acci-
dentsand fatalities.

Special Commissioner of
Police (Traffic) Sh. K.
gadesan said. “This @

a resident of Utta \gar.
Involved in several criminal
activities, he absconded from

. o
tive wis @ step forward in
spreading awareness about
road safety and cmphammg
the importance of responsi-
bledriving. Programmes il
this can make a real differ-
ence in how people approach
traffic rules and their own
safety on the rads.'

The DCP said the Delhi
Traffic Police's efforts in or-

the court.
According to police offi-
«ials, they received a tip-off

ganising such events would
goalong way inenlisting the
community's support as it is
acollective responsibility of
all of us to ensure safer
roads.

The event was a part of
ongoing efforts of the Delhi
Police to curb traffic viola-
tions through road safety
awareness in Delhi. With
initiatives  like  the
Run/Walkathon, the Delhi
Traffic Police is taking sig-
nificant strides in reducing
accidents and fostering a
safer driving environment
for all. As the participants
crossed the finish Tine, they
left with more than just a
sense of accomplishment.
theyleft with the knowledge
that their efforts were con-
tributing to a
responsible drivin
in Delhi, the official stated.

Deepak Sharma, a
close associate of
Rakesh, an active
member of the most
wanted Neeraj Bawa-
nia Gang, has been
changing his location
frequently to ward off
arrest, Gautam added.
from informers about his
expected meeting with oneof
the associates of the notori-
ous gang in the Hari Nugar
area. With this info, a palice

ble and uestion
their majority in the mu-
nicipal hause. Singh believes

I on February 25 is deceptive: Raja Igbal Singh.

that the timing of the em-
ployee regularization pro-
posalisa tactichy AAP lead-
ers to distract from the CAG
report. In 2022, the previous
three municipal corpora-
tions under BJP mayors
regularly passed proposals
to regularize 7,200 tempo-
rary employees, bul since
AAP took control, they have
only regularized about
3,400 employees in two
years. Many files regarding
additional regularizations
remain unresolved.

Singh and Praveen
Shankar Kapoor, the Delhi
BJP spokespersan, accuse
AAP of betraying municipal
employees, stating that tem-

claim that AAP's recent an-
nouncement about regular-
izing 12,000 employees is
deceptive.  Atighi's an-

nouncement lacks the nec-
administrative

essary

kapmr reinforced that
AAP s not committed to

s. He noted that
while BIP previously made
significant progress in this
area, AAP has stalled many
cases since gaining power.
BJP leaders assert that
once they regain control
of the municipal corpora-
tion, they will ensure the
regularization of ll tempo-

porary and employ-
ees know the AAP leaders
ate misleading them. They

MCD to make 12 000
contractual workers
permanent: Atishi

New Delhi

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) will
regularise 12,000 con-
tractual workers in its
House meeting on Tues-
day, AAP leader Atishi
said,

During a press confer-
ence alongside MCD May-
or Mahesh Khinchi,
Deputy Mayor Ravinder
Bharadwaj, and Leader of
the House Mukesh Goel,
former Delhi chief minis-
ter Atishi announced the
deeision, stating the AAP
is committed to regularis-
ing temporary workers in
the party-led MCD.

"In the last two yeats, we
have made 4,500 (con-
tractual) workers perma-
nent. Now, in the MCD
House meeting on Febru-

ary 25, we are set to regn-
larise 12,000 more em-
ployees across all depart-
ments, including sanita-
tion workers, junior engi-
neers, senior engineers,
gardeners, and other con-
tractual staff,” she said.

Atishi also drew a par-
allel with AAP's gover-
nance in Punjab, where
temporary teachers are be-
ing made permanent, re-
inforcing the party's com=
mitment 1o workers'
rights.

“AAP delivers on its
promises. This decision
will be the biggest of its
kindin the history.”
she added. Atishi also took
a digat the BJP, claiming
that the saffron party often
makes excuses to avoid
fulfilling its commitments.

in Delhi Police net

team conducted raids in the
area meticulously. The op-
eration led to the arrest of the
criminal.

Deepak Sharma, a close
assodate of Rakesh, an active
memberof the most wanted
Neeraj Bawania Gang, has
been changing his Tocation
frequently to ward off ar-
rest, Gautam added.

DCP further said that dur

has cases registered against
him in several police sta-
twns of Delhi, mcuding n
the Dwarka District following
his escape from the court
and was declared Proclaimed
Offerder.

A complaint has been filed
against Sharma under rele-
vant sections of the law be-
fore his presentation before
a Dwarka Court, While anin-

A 7

ing the course of investiga:

tion, the accused was found
to havebeen nvolved i sev-
encases of snat
clation the Arms

the aceused is on, the police
are putting in efforts to un-
earth furthier clues, DCP stat-
ed.

rary empl
to proper administrative
procedures.

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby in-
formed that Mr. Uttam Kumar
s/o Mr. Aanad Kumar Sharma
isthe owner of Freehold Resi-
dential Property Bearing Plot
No. 47, Area Measuring 30 S,
Yrds. in Part of Khasra No.
15/13 and 15/17, Situated in
the Area of Village Hastsal,
Delhi| State Delhi, Abadl
Known as Nyader Enclave,
Vikas Nagar, Uttam Nagar,
New Delhi, vide Notanized
GPA dated 2808 2018 execut
ed by Mrs. Sunita Kumari w/o
Mr, Bairister Pandit, in the
propirty chain Original Regd.
GPA, Notary ATS and Will dat-
ed 03.12.2004 executed by
Mr. Bhupender Singh s/o Mr.
Deeg Ram were lost/ mis-
placed from customer and
same to be sold to Mr. Laxmi
Kumars/o Mr., Bhagirath Sah
and same tobe financed by
AADHAR HOUSING FINANCE
LT, Branch Rajinder Place
Delni if anybody has any
charge/interest/title inthe
sald property or any kind of
dispute kindly inform the un-
derggned in wiiting on the
below mentioned address
within 07 days of the present,
failing which and | am aware
that in case default with the
mortgage proparty that bor-
rawer (Mr. Laxmi Kumar} is
responsible.

Krishan Kumar Goswami
Advocate

JBMR LAW ASSOCAITES
Office cum Resi. B-1/307-308,
Nand Nagri Delhi-110093




Opmion

By Priyanka SauraI;

On one hand, while
many people are putting
their careers, their hard
work, and everything
at stake to promote cul-
ture, some are defaming
our culture in this way
and serving it with ob-
scene songs. Now you
think that if we have to
show or see such ob-
scenity, then what will
we do in the name of cul-
ture in the coming times,
and what will happen?
By taking the help of art,
some people want to be-
come famous in a short
time.
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A tinge of obscenity in
the name of folk art

e The ban on artists who spread obscenity, showing obscene scenes, and staging obscene
plays and songs is playing with society.

n the current scenar-

io, obscenity is being

served in the name
of folk art, which is wor-
rying and shameful. It
ly tarnishing
onal styles,
but we are also getting
away from our identity
in the pursuit of ‘for-
eign/western.’. Be it so-
cial media or YouTube,
films or TV programs,
the tradition of nude
display of vulgar dance
has gained momentum
everywhere. Obscenity
is becoming so preva-
lent in reels, songs, films,
and programs on You-
Tube and social media
that you cannot watch
them with your family,
and the remaining gap
has been filled by those
who make reels by get-
ting naked. Most of the
songs, albums, and cin-
ema are full of obscenity.
If we talk about listen-
ing to today’s folk songs,
then every word of those
songs is filled with ob-
scenity. When we cannot
listen to songs with the
family, then it can be
easily guessed what will
be the condition of the
scenes of these songs.
On top of that, the com-
petition of obscenity is
increasing to such an ex-
tent that one hit album
and song after another
is being made. The com-
petition to show obscen-
ity is so much that they
don't even ask. If artists
and singers are asked
about this, they imme-

diately say that this is
the public demand. The
public likes to see all
this. If this is not served,
then the song will not
be a hit. Now who will
explain to such artists
that obscenity started
spreading in our soci-
ety through films and
songs? No positive step
has been taken to stop it.
Our entire society is get-
ting corrupted because
of such Majnu artists.
Honor and dignity are
being shattered.

If we do not become
aware even today, who
knows what will be the
condition and direction
of our society? It is not
that such dances are
not having an impact.
The kind of dances and
songs presented in the
last 5-10 years have
shaken the very fabric
of our society. Instead
of calming the mind, it
makes it restless. The
greedy and profiteering
nature of the market
killed a folk art and is
now serving obsceni-
ty to the people in its
name. Internet has un-
doubtedly brought more
information to the peo-
ple but it has destroyed
the rural aesthetics and
dignity. Tt has crossed
all limits of obscenity to
make everything more
saleable. Overall, it can
be easily seen that the
expansion and mone-
tization of the Internet
have promoted such
content, which is being

watched a lot, but it has
dealt a fatal blow to hu-
man sensibilities. The
romantic lyri are
polluting the decency of
music by polluting the
environment with vul-
garity, due to which the
culture has been deeply
hurt by the prevalence of
licentious songs across
the country. In the glare
of modernity, the songs
related to our culture
and heritage have disap-
peared somewhere, and
the popularity of those
intoxicated songs has
increased, from which
culture and beauty have
disappeared and be-
come a laughingstock.
Words of licentiousness
have filled the songs. At
present, the songs com-
posed by the so-called
creators, sung by the
lyricists, Majnu singers,
have hecome nudity on
the lines of Western cul-
ture. The singers singing
songs in these words
are not even ashamed
that the way in which
they are expressing their
words and style is like
‘eutting the branch on
which they are sitting.”.

This style is hurting
the culture deeply. The
social media market
is filled with obscene
links in the name of
folk singers. The popu-
larity of such songs has
increased rapidly on
many channels as well.
The competition to sell
songs, the greed to earn

money through views
and likes—all these have
already tarnished the
culture and heritage be-
cause songs and music
arethe only medium that
conveys messages to so-
ciety. Today these mes-
sages have changed their
direction. The songs that
are heard at various bus
stations and in various
jeeps, cars, and buses
clearly reflect the style of
vulgarity and lewdness.
The youth especially
ten to these songs wnh
great joy. On many oc-
casions, in festivals like
marriage, etc,, some el-
derly people also dance
to such songs. People
who think about cul-
tural tradition consider
this a deep blow to folk
music. Singers, heroes,
and heroines who sing
songs in the influence of
western culture with a
romantic style are grad-
ually becoming a thorn
in the eyes of cultural
watchmen. Tt seems that
if the era of these songs
continues to be at the
peak of obscenity, then
social boycott of such
people may become nec-
essary. In today's songs,
dimensions of guns, al-
cohol, girl-chasing, and
obscenity are being seen,
which is very harmful for
our culture and songs.
Now the big question is
why the artists, singers,
and producers of the
songs are doing this.

Or it may be that all

this is being done to at-
tract the audience or to
gain cheap popularity
by serving obscenity in
the name of songs, but
people associated with
culture and folk art are
also getting defamed.
On one hand, while
many people are putting
their careers, their hard
work, and everything at
stake to promote culture,
some are defaming our
culture in this way and
serving it with obscene
songs. Now you only
think that if we have to
show or see such ob-
scenity, then what will
we do in the name of cul-
ture in the coming times,
and what all will hap-
pen? By taking the help
of art, some people want
to become famous in a
short time. If you want
to be famous, then do
it with your talent. It is
absolutely wrong to play
with art and your culture
to remain in the news.
Such artists should be
punished. Some people
are taking the cover of
art to spread obscenity.
Not only the artists who
stage obscene plays and
songs, but also those or-
ganizers and coordina-
tors who promote such
performances are guilty.

(Priyanka  Saurabh,
Research Scholar in Po-
litical Science)

l
By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

Barely 10% of live-in re-
lationships reach the
stage of marriage. In the
remaining 90% of cases,
the relationship breaks.
Just like today’s young
lovers propose as fast
as they break up and
then change their lovers
as fast. Such lovers find
the tempting practice of
live-in relationships to
be correct. Because they
get a chance to live with
each other like a hus-
band and wife without
marriage, and you un-
derstand the meaning of
a husband-wife relation-
ship very well. That is
why after a relationship
breaks, the lives of girls
are ruined the most. Es-
pecially providing main-
tenance and inheritance
rights similar to mar-
riage.

How valid is the recognition
of live-in relationships?

ue to the influ-
ence of globali-
zation and expo-

sure to western culture,
live-in relationships are
now considered more
acceptable. It raises
questions on the moral
consequences of cohab-
itation and traditional
views of marriage and
family. The lifestyle of
Indian youth is chang-
ing rapidly. For this,
they do not feel any
hesitation in adopting
modern culture, and
live-in relauonxhlps
are a style of mod-
ern culture. Today's
youth have started
considering live-in re-
lationships better than
married life. Today’s
generation  considers
marriage and live-in
relationships to be the
same. They believe that
there is interference of
society and law in mar-
riage, but there is noth-
ing like that in live-in
relationships. Rather,
there is complete free-
dom. But there is a
difference between
marriage and live-in
relationships. This
practice is as compli-
cated as it seems easy.
It has more disadvan-
tages than its advan-
tages. Such relation-
ships are often seen in
abundance in western
countries. Because the
culture there easily
accepts this practice.
The lifestyle there is
imilar. In India
has

ipport  for
some years. The rea-
son behind this can
be attributed to the
changing social views
of some people living
in metros, marriage
problems, and issues
related to religion.
One section of the so-
ciety considers it the
biggest threat to In-
dian culture. On the
other hand, the other

section considers it a
boon for living an in-
dependent life, look-
ing at it as a change in
the modern tradition.
Everything has its own
advantages and disad-
vantages.

The recently en-
acted  Uttarakhand
Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) established a
series of comprehen-
sive regulations for
live-in  partnerships,
aimed at regulating
them and guarantee-
ing their legal recog-
nition. But these have
also generated a lot
of debate and raised
concerns about gov-
ernment surveillance
and privacy. Over the
past 20 years, live-
in  relationships—in
which couples live
together without be-
ing married—have be-
come more accepted
in Indian society and
law. In the past, Indi-
an society was based
on traditional values,
and the only accept-
ed form of committed
relationship was mar-
riage. Live-in partner-
ships were often stig-
matized and viewed
negatively by society.
However, with the in-
fluence of globaliza-
tion and exposure to
Western culture, live-
in relationships are
now considered more
acceptable. Using the
right to life and per-
sonal liberty (Article
S. Khushboo vs.), In-
dian courts have rec-
ognized live-in rela-
tionships in several
judgments.  Accord-
ing to Kanniammal
(2010), live-in part-
nerships fall under
the right to personal

liberty. Sarma, In-
dra v. 3. K. V. Sarma
(2013): It recognized
live-in relationships

resembling marriage
under the Protection

Do-
Act,
and

of Women from
mestic Violence
2005 (PWDVA)
classified them into
different types. The
Chief Justice of India
underlined that the
freedom to choose a
partner and form in-
timate relationships
falls under Article
19(c) of the Consti-
tution on free speech
and expression.

The Protection
Against Domestic
Violence Act, 2005
(PWDVA) provides

protection to women
facing domestic vio-
lence in live-in rela-
tionships by including

“relationships in the

nature of marriage”
within its ambit. In
D. Velusamy vs. D.
Pachaiyammal (2010),
the Court ruled that
only marriage-like
relationships ~ would
qualify for legal pro-
tection under domestic
violence laws. The Su-
preme Court has held
in cases where chil-
dren born out of live-in
relationships will have
the same inheritance
rights as legally mar-
ried parents. Live-in
partnerships must be
registered under the
Uttarakhand ucc.
This applies to both
residents of Uttara-
khand and those living
outside India. Couples
who decide to live to-
gether must register
their relationship at

the beginning and
end under the UCC.
If they wish to for-

mally establish their
relationship, they can
bring along support-
ing documents such
as a certificate from a
religious leader con-
firming the couple’s
eligibility for mar-
riage, OTP linked to
Aadhaar, and the reg-
istration fee. There

are 74 types of rela-
tionships prohibited
under the UCC Act, of
which 37 are for men
and 37 for women. Re-
ligious leaders or com-
munity leaders must
give their approval to
couples who fall into
these categories of
prohibited  relation-
ships. Registrars may
refuse registration if
they determine that
the relationship vio-
lates public morals or
customs.

According to Priva-
cy Concerns (Justice
K.S. Puttaswamy v.
Union of India), the
right to privacy guar-
anteed by Article 21 of
the Constitution is be-
ing blatantly violated,
along with greater of-
ficial surveillance over
people’s private lives.
Concerns have arisen
about the new rules po-
tentially creating dis-
ruptions in relations
between castes and
religions. Section 125
of the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure (CrPC)
and the PWDVA, 2005,
currently allow women
in live-in relationships
to request mainte-
nance; however, these
rights are not inalien-
able. Legal disputes
can arise from people
who enter into such
relationships without
committing to them for
a long time but later
claim their legal rights.
Especially in conserv-
ative communities,
this raises questions
about the moral im-
plications of cohabi-
tation and tradition-
al views of marriage
and family. Although
the Uttarakhand UCC
seeks to provide legal
protection and recog-
nition to live-in part-
nerships, it also raises
important issues of
privacy and govern-

ment interference. To
implement the new
rules in a way that
promotes social har-
mony and protects in-
dividual rights, it will
be necessary to strike
a balance between
regulating  relation-
ships and preserving
individual autonomy.
If the Uniform Civil
Code replaces person-
allaws, attention must
be paid to guarantee-
ing women's equality
in cohabitation.

Barely 10% of live-
in relationships reach
the stage of marriage.
In the remaining 90%
of cases, the relation-
ship breaks. Just like
today’s young lovers

ropose as fast as they

reak up and then

change their lovers as
fast. Such lovers find
the tempting practice
of live-in relationships
to be correct. Because
they get a chance to
live with each other
like a husbhand and
wife without marriage,
and you understand
the meaning of a hus-
band-wife relationship
very well. That is why
after a relationship
breaks, the lives of
girls are ruined the
most. Especially pro-
viding maintenance
and inheritance rights
similar to marriage.
Clarifying the legal
status  of children
born in cohabitation,
especially with regard
to legitimacy and in-
heritance rights. After
a relationship breaks,
girls often take steps
like suicide.

(Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelance
Jjournalist and col-
umnist, radio and TV
panelist)
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THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

COVERED SIN

It's a bad news that one
day your sin will be un-
covered but the good
news is that not all the
sins and the bad news
over this good news is
that you dont know
which ones will be uncov-
ered and which ones will
remain covered. Your life
becomes miserable only
with one sin uncovered,
xmdp,mc how miserable
your will be if all of
your sins are uncovered.
You are never strong
enough to fight your own
weakness and never weak
enough to empower your
own strengths. Life is far
forgiving that we feel. We
oppress it much more
than it does to us, it over-
looks much of our mis-
takes than we do to its.
We know the rules of life
but we never care to care
for it, it lives with us in
all the times but we never
care to live for it, it takes
our mistakes, it fades the
pain away, it bears the

scars, it walks us throngh
from ground to stars.
But we take it for grant-
ed, make it suffer know-
ingly, fail it at important
routines, push it to go
extreme, force it to ex-
periment with anything
and everything, put it
through to damaging sit-
uation, drive it to wrong
direction. We somctimes
behave with life as if it be-
longs to someone clse, we
sometimes are so cruel
with life as if it is made of
something else. Give your
life a five star as a rating
if you think it deserves it,
give your life an excellent
review if you think it de-
serves it, glonfv it, mag-
nify it, gratify it if you
think it deserves it. don’t
underrate it don't over-
rate it just conflate it and
give your life a life that it
starts living for life.

Moral: Every sin is
forgivable and every
virtue is immortal.
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Half of world's Sanatan Dharm followers

taken holy dip at Maha Kumbh: Adityanath
=

_Agra/Mahakumbh Nagar
ttar Pradesh Chief
Minister  Yogi
Adityanath on
Sunday said 62
crore devotees have come to
Mazha Kumbh so far and
out of about 120 crore
Sanatan Dharma followers
in the world, half of them
have already taken the holy
dip.
Addressing the seers in
the presence of Kamkoti
Peethadheeswar Jagadgu-
ru Shankaracharya Shankar
Vijayendra Samswati Ma-
haraj at the Maha Knmbh
Mela Mahotsav held at Ma-
hakumbh Nagar, the chief
minister said, "Wihich is that
religion and sect in the
world where such a large
number of devotees are
coming and expressing their
faith within a specific time
frame?"

He said, "This (Kumbh)
has become a medium for
the followers of Sanatan
Dharma to express their
gratitude towards their
seers, the 'Rishi' tradition of
India, their 'Dev’ tradition

and their festivals and cele-
brations.”
Adityanath said  Sri

TIHHT

.
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Kanchi Kamakoti Peeth has
always been atthe forefront
of promoting Sunatin Dhar-
ma. "The wide influence of
this Peeth actoss the coun-
try strengthens Sanatan
Dharmz. Whenever Sanatan
Dharma has faced any crisis,
this Peeth has given its full
contribution to protecting
the Sanatan Dharma by
standing firmly in front of
the ¢risis,” he added.
Speaking at an event in

Sonia Mann joins the AAP In

the presence Arvind Ke_j;iwal

Komal Ramala
Chendigarh

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) gained. significant
strength in Punjab, on
Sunday. Renowned Pun-
jabi artist Senia Mann
joined the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty in the presence of the
party's National Convenor
Arvind Kejriwal.

In a formal ceremony,
Kejriwal, along with other
AAPlcaders, welcomed So-
nia Mann into the party.

Sonia Mann is the
daughter of Kirti Kisan
Union der Sardar
Baldev Singh. She also
played a significant role in
the Delhi farmers’ move-
ment. Sonia has been ac-
tively involved in social
service fora long time and
often raises impurlanl S0
cial and political issues
through social media.

Addressing the media
after joining the party, So-
nia Mann thanked AAP
Supremo Arvind Kejriwal
and Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann. She ex-
pressed her admiration for
the leadership and work
of both leaders.

Shesaid, "Impressed by

the work of the Aam Aad-
mi Party government in
Punjab, 1 decided to join
"AAP. | felt that only this
party could provide me
with an opportunity to
work for the people. When-
ever | any AAP

Agra. AA:hh'analh said the
gathering of such a large
number of people during a
certain period is in itself
"ane of the rarest events of
the century”

Weleoming all the guests
at the Unicom Compuanies
Conclave in Agra, Chief
Minister Yogi said, "I can
call it the Unicorn Maha
Kumbh of the startup world.
There is an attraction to-
wards the Maha Kumbh at

this time."”

According to astatement,
he said, "This is important
for me. Today, 1 have come
to Braj Bhoomi, behind
which there has been a spir-
itual and cultural back-
ground.”

Braj Bhoomi has influ-
enced India’s civilisation
and culture for along time,
he added.

Talking about the devo-
tees coming to the Maha

Kumbh, Aditvanath said, "1
think that in anyevent in the
world, whether it is spiritu-
al or for any tourism pur-
pase, the gathering of such
a large number of people
during a certain period in
that ceremony and being
united with that event isin
itselfone of the rarest events
of the century.*

Adityanath, also the 'Ma-
hant' of the Gorakshapesth,
remarked that it must have
been envisioned that a time
would come when peoplein
India might feel discon-
neeted from their traditions
and culture. He emphasised
that the Kumbh would serve
as a powerfil medivmto re-
establish that vital connec-
tion, bringing the peaple
back to their spivitual roots
and cultural heritage.

The statement said
Adityanath urged the youth
of UP to become job ere-
ators. hishliehtine te state's

Bundelkhand, he shared ow
five women sotght jobs, -
cluding one who had only
passed fifth grade. The gov-
ernment initiated milk pro-
duction training, resulting in
a Ry 1,500-crore turmover
with 42,000 women involved
in it. Agra's milk producers
have performed even better,
he added.

The chief minister stressed
that UPis not just an agricnl-
tural state but a centre of
Sanatan knowledge and tra-
dition. An investment con-
clave is facilitating discus-
sions ‘with unicorn compa-
nies, recognising that no start-
upstceeeds without investors.

He reiterated efforts to
mitke UP a$1 trillion econa-
my, crediting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for fostering
startup culture through ini-
tiatives like Startup India,
Standup India and Make in
India.

The said with

Agra Heritage
Foundation to organize
cultural show on "Zardozi"

Akash Jain/ Rajesh
Tomar
ra

Agra Heritage Foundation
will organize a cultural
show "Zardozi Hamari
Dharohar, Hamari Pe-
hehan" in Sursadan Audi-
torium on 26 February un-
der the Taj Mahotsav.

On Sunday, the "official

transformation from having
a lack of opportunities o a
thriving startup hub. He
praised young innovators for
driving growth, emphuasising
that those ahead in technalo-
gy now lead in startups.
Recalling a 2019 visit to

over 14,000 startups in UP -
-7.000 led by women — the
state is making strides.
Adityanath cited a physics
stuclent who built a unicorn,
proving that when technol-
ogy meets innovation, suc-
cess follows, it said.

BSF conducts marathon in Amritsar

Amritsar —_—

The Border Security Fnrw.' The run had

(BSF) on Sunday three ies:

a marathon here to engage =

with the local residentsand  full marathon

promote fitness among the 5

youth and the elderly, an of- (42 19 km)’ half

ficial said. marathon (21.09
The 'Bordermin Marathon

2025 was flagged off by BSF km) and a

Dircctor General (DG) Daljit - smaller 10 km

Singh Chawdhary fram three

different locations in and
around the border town of
Amritsar in Punjab. The
theme of the marathon wus

run, the official
said.

‘Hand in Hand with Border

Two BKI operatives
with links to Pak-based
terrorist Rinda arrested

Chandigarh

MLA or minister with any
worlk, they prioritised it."

She specifically men-
tioned Agriculture Minister
Gurmeet Singh Khuddian
and Health Minister Dr.
Balbir Singh, highlighting
how the Health Minister
acted upon her request to
establish anti-drug com-
mittees in villages and re-
store the Vivekananda
Health Centre located
within Amritsar Medical
College.

Sonia Mann praised the
AAP government for en-
suring that all government
schemes benefit people on
the ground, unlike earlier
times when many schemes
remained confined to pa-
per. She also ¢ ded

Punjab Police Sunday said
they have arrested two key
operatives of the proseribed
outfit Babbar Khalsa Inter-
national (BKI) having di-
rectlinks to Pakistan-based
terrorist. Harwinder Singh
Rinda and US-based gang-
ster Happy Passian.

The aceused, Jagdish
Singh alias Jagga and Shub-
hdeep Singh Aulakh alias
Shubh, were instructed to
carry out targeted killings in
Punjub as part of a larger co-
ordinated terror operation,
Director General of Police
Gaurav Yadav said,

"Inan intelligence-based
operation, State Special Op-
cration Cell (#850C), Mo-
hali has apprehended two

ives of BKI di-

onX,

He said as per theirinitial
disclosure, the arrested ac-
cused committed a murder
and severely injured anoth-
er in Nanded, Maharash-
tra, on February 10, 2025,
following Rinda's divections.

“They were also instruct-
ed to carry out targeted
killings in #Punjabas part of
a larger coordinated terror
operation,” the DGP said.

“Recovery: Two 32 bore
'plslukdnd;, rounds, Further
underway to

the government's decision
to display photos of Sha-
heed Bhagat Singh and Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar in govern-
ment offices, calling it an
example of good politics.

key

Tectly Jinked to # Pak-based
BK1 terrorist Harwinder
Singh Rinda & #USA-hased
Happy Passian, a major blow
1o eross-border terror net-
works," Yadavsaid in a post

expose the full netwark," he
added.

Police said both Jagdish
and Shubhdeep are from
Tarntaran district of the
state,

Population’.

The run had three cate-
gories: full marathon (42.19
km), half marathon (21.09
km} and a smaller 10 km run,
the official said.

“A large number of pro-
fessionals aswell as amateur
runners from across the
country including personnel
from various central police
forees, Army, Punjab Police
and civilians and athletes
from foreign countries took
part in the event.” the BSF
spokesperson saicl.

Chawdhary told reporters
that the BSF organises the
marathon annually to en-
courage people, especially
the youth, to develop a habit
of fitness and avoid drugs.

‘The winners were award-
ed with medals and certifi-
cates at the joint check post
at Attari, the spokesperson
sai

The BSF is designated to
guard the India-Pakistan in-
ternational border and it
gaards about 553 kmof this
front in Punjab.

a " program
of the Zardozi show was
organized at Hotel Fair-
field by Marriott. Sanjay
Place.

The inauguration was
done jointly by Agra Her-
itage Foundation's Presi-
dent Dr. Ranjana Bansal,
Taj Heritage's an Ud-
din, Kohinoor Jewelers'
Ruchira Mathur, Ganeshi
Lal Group's Alarka Lal,
Agraj Jain, Dr. Renuka
Dang, Poonam Sachdeva,
Rakhi Kaushik, Himani
Saran, Shivani Mishra and
program coordinators
Meenakshi Kishore and
Aayushi Choubey.

Foundation's President
Dr. Ranjana Bansal, said
that usually people think
that a trip to Agra means
seeing the Taj, but it is
not 0.

Apart from seeing the
T'aj. the biggest attraction
for tourists, especially for-

eign tourists, is the skill of

There is an ancient busi-
ness of handicrafts in the
narrow streets of the aty,
in w skilled Zardozi
artisans give a concrete
formto their art with nee-
dle and thread.

Zardozi artisans have
heen practicing for a long
time in many ancient
streets of the city. He told
that Zardoz work is done
in many other cities of the
country as well, but the
wark done in Agra is the
first choice of European
and Gulf countries.

Our effort will be to
make every possible effort
to further enhance the
skills of the Zardozi arti-
sans, At the same time,
efforts will be made to get
Zardnzi recognition on the
world map like the Taj Ma-
hal in Agra. He said that
Zardozi is the art of weav-
ing magic on cloth by
wrapping shiny threads in
afine needle, Zardozi is a
Persian word, whose sep-
aration is Zar + Dozi,
meaning gold embroidery.
In India, its period is con-
sidered to be Rigveda and
it is said that this art was
used to decorate gods and
goddesses.

Development works are being done
without any dlscrlmlnatlon CM Saini

Komal Ramala
Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Minister,
Nayab Singh Saini. said that
development works are be-
ing carried out across
Haryana with anideology of
development. The gavern-
ment is taking well-
planned, meaningful steps
to ensure that every citizen
benefits directly from gov-
ernment schemes. He said
that the government is
deeply committed to en-
suring that the interests of
the common people are

never overlooked.

During his visit to Farid-
abad on Sunday, the Chief
Minister held a divect dia-
logue with the people. As
part of the visit, he also
paid tribute to great per-
sonalities by garlanding
their statues. While inter-
acting with the public, he
highlighted that, in addition
to enhancing rail and road
connectivity, the govern-
ment plans to extend metro

7-day time enough for surrendering looted
illegally held weapons: Manipur Chief Secretary

Imphal

Manipur Chief Secretary PK
Singh on Sunda the
seven-day time given for
voluntarily surrendering
looted and illegally held
weapons is enough if one
wants to give up arms, and
asserted that the forces will
take adtion after the expiry of
the period to recover such
guns.

Manipur Gavernor Ajay
Kumar Bhalla had on Feb-

ruary 20 urged the peopleof =

the strife-tom state to vol-
untarily surrender looted
and illegally held weapons
within seven days, assuring
no punitive action would be
initinted against those giving
uparms during this period.

“The seven-day period is
good enough. Ifone decides
to give up arms, it can be
done in a day. After that
(period), we will go and take
such weapons from them,”
Singh told reporters on the

sidelines of an event.

He said the administra-
tion has been working on
multiple fronts and there
has to be peace and nor-

ley.
"Weapans should not be

at the hands of the public.
That is a dangerous situa-
tion. Weapons at the hands
of those who are not autho-
rised to ngeitis adangerous
situation...Looted weapons
or any other weapons pose a
threat to the sodety. It's
first and foremost duty to re-
coverillegal firearms,” Singh
said.

More than 250 people
have bien killed and thou-
sands rendered homelessin
ethnicvialence between Im-
phal Valley-based Meiteis
and adjoining hills-based
Kuki-Zo grougs since May
2023.

The Centre had imposed
President’s rule in Manipur
on February 13, days after

Chief Minister N Biren
Singh resigned from his post
led to political uncertainty in
the northeastern state.

The Manipur assembly,
which has a temre till 2027,
has been put under sus-
pended animation, accord-
ing to @ notification issued
by the Ministry of Home
Affairs. The chief secretary
also snidd, "Opening the high-
ways, bringing normalcy and
some kind of confidence
building on both sides (are
important). Let people un-
derstand the problems.
Everyone wants (the tur-
moil) to be over. There is &
Iot of hope in society. Every-
body says it's time o bring
peace.”

I R—

services from Ba
to Palwal in the near future.

The Chief Minister em-
phasized that the govern-
ment is working with a
strong commitment to pub-
tic service, ensuring that
people receive the benefits
of government services
right at their doorsteps. He
said that both the Central
and State Governments are
focused on achieving equal
development, free from any
discrimination. To enhance

public con , the
State government has or-
ganized Samadhan Shvirs
inoffices at the sub-division
and district levels on every
working day, ensuring that
issues of people belong-
ing to all sections of soci-
ety are addressed prompt-
ly.

Nayab Singh Saini said
that thestate government
is working on improving
the standard of living for
the people. All essential

services are being made
available online, so that
the people do not require
making frequent round to
offices. As-a result. citizens
ate able to complete their
tasks more efficiently and
with greater transparency.
Traffic infrastructure has
been enhanced across
Haryana, and transporta-
tion has been made easier
with an expinded road net-
work and a robust road
safety system.

Man dies in police custody after
consuming poison in UP's Budaun

Budaun (UP
Adz-year-old died in police
custody allegedly after con-
suming a poisonous sub-
stance here, police said on
Sunday. His family elaimed
that he was "harassed" by
the police at the outpos

The victim was idex!
fied as Jagat Veer, they
said.

Akash, Veer's son, in his
complaint, demanded ac-
tion against Constable Ab-
hishek Kumar was posted
at the Gme of the incident at
a police outpost in Asaf-
pur town under the Faiz-
ganj Behta police station
area, officials said.

Sushila Devi, Veer's wife,
on Sunday moming, told
reporters that Jagat Veer

had a quarrel with his
cousins on Saturday night
following which she called
the police,

However, the locals in-
sisted on solving the matter
mutually. But Constable
Kumar caught her husband
and took him to the police
outpost, Sushila told the
reporters,

Sushila alleged that tron-
bled by the Rurassment at
the police outpost, Jagat
Veer consumed rat poison.
When his health deterio-
rated, the police allegedly
tried to suppress the mat-
ter, and by convineing the
family, they first sent him to
Asafpur Primary Health
Centre from where he was
referred to the district hos-

pital.

Seeing his critical condi-
tion, he was referred tothe
government medical col-
lege (in Budaun), where
Jagat Veer died during
treatment on Sunday early
morning, Sushila claimed.

Superintendent of Police
(Rural Area) KK Saroj on
Sunday said that there was
a dispute between two
brothers about which the
police received informa-
tion. After this, Jagat Veer
came to the police outpost
with his wife and fainted
there. The police sent him
first to the primary health
centre and then to the dis-
triet hospital for treatment.

Jagat Veer died during
treatment, he said.
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We struggled to
impose our g
game, some

faced Indian

spinners for
first time:

Jos Buttler

Indian bowlers shine as Pakistan bowled Santner assures New Zealand
out for 241 in Champions Trophy clash

Duibai
ndia’s howlers deliversd a stellar
performance, dismissing Pakistan
for 241 ina crucial Group A match
of the ICC Champions Trophy in
Dubai. After Pakistan opted to bat first,
Indian bowlers struck regularly to re-
strict their opponents.

Pakistan's openers, Imam-ul-Hag
and Babar Azam, provided a solid start,
putting up 41 runs before Hardik
Pandya broke the partnership. Imam-
ul-Hag soon followed, run out by Axar
Patel for 10, leaving Pakistan at 47/2.

Babar Azam's 23 off 26 balls, in-
cluding five boundaries, was a highlight
of the innings. Pakistan reached their
fifty in 9.4 overs. Saud Shakeel and cap-
tain Mohammad Rizwan rebuilt the
immningswitha crucial 104-run partner-
ship,

Shakeel brought up his half-century
off 63 halls, while Rizwan scored a pa-
tient 46 off 77 deliveries, including
three boundaries, before being cleaned
up by Axar Patel in the 33rd over, re-
ducing Pakistan to 151/3.

Soon after, Shakeel was dismissed for
62 by Pandya, bringing Pakistan to
150/4. Tayyab Tahir failed to make an
impact, bowled by Ravindra Jadeja for
just 4. causing Pakistan toslipto 165/5.

Mithali Raj lauds Chinelle
Henry's power-packed
knock after UP
Warriorz's victory

linsnm‘u

Pakistan reached 200 in 42.3 overs
but lost three quick wickets, with Sabman
Agha (19) and Shaheen Shah Afridi
(0) falling in quick succession. Naseem
Shah contributed 14 before being dis-

ed by Kuldeep Yadav. Pakistan
were 222/7.
Kuldeep Yadav was India's standout
performer, claiming 3/40 in his nine
overs. He became the latest Indian

bowler to reach goo international wick-
ets. Pandya, who complited 200 inter-
national wickets, finished with 2/31.

Haris Rauf was run out for 8, while
Khushdil Shah played a crucial late
knock of 38 off 39 balls, helping Pakistan
reach 241. Shah was the last to depart,
as Harshit Rana claimed his first wick-
etofthe match.

Pakistan’s lower order struggled to ac-
celerate the scoring, with Khushdil
Shah's 38 off 39 balls being the only no-
table contribution.

Pakistan managed 2411in 49 4 overs.
Except for Mohammed Shami, all In-
dian bowlers chipped in with wickets.
Axar Patel and Ravindra Jadeja picked
up a wicket each, while Kuldeep Yaday
was the standout performer with 3/40
in his nine overs,

India now reguires 242 runs in 50
overs to secure a victory and confirm
their spot in the semi-finals,

Brief score: Pakistan 241 (Saud Sha-
keel 62, Mohammad Rizwan 46;
Kuldeep Yaday 3/40) vs. India.

The mateh has set up an exdting con-
test, with India’s batsmen facing a chal-
lenging task to chase down the target.
The outeome will have significant im-
plications for both teams’ chances of ad-
vancing to the tournament's next stage.

PM Modi stresses need to tackle obesity,
urges people to cut oil consumption

New Delhi

Former Indian women's cricket cap-
tain Mithali Raj showered praise on
Chinelle Henry for her fearless bat-
ting approach in the Women'’s Pre-
mier League (WPL)

"She backed herselfto play those
aggressive shots. At that stage, with
six or seven wickets already down,
she knew there was nothing to lose.
She decided to go big and play her
natural game, showcasing that sig-
nature Wes Imlmn flair for hit-
ting big sixes,” Mithali told Jio-
Hotstar.

Henry played a pivotal role in
UP Warriorz's commanding 33-run
victory over Dellii Capitals (DC) on
Saturday. The West Indian all-
rounder produced a stunning per-
formance, smashing 62 runs off
just 23 balls, including two bound-
aries and eight massive sixes. Her
blitzkrieg helped UP Warriorz seta
formidable target of 177/9 for the
Delhi Capitals.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, al a]nng
with India's star javelin thrower Neer-
aj Chopra and boxer Nikhat Zareen, put
light on the disadvantages of obesity,
and advised people to reduce the con-
sumption of cooking oil.

Addressing the 119th Episode of
Mann Ki Baat on Sunday, the Prime
Minister highlighted that obesity cases
have doubled in the last few years,
and the more concerning aspect has
been the rise in obesity cases among
children.

He also advised people to buy 10 per
cent less cooking oil, and subsequent-
Iy reduce the consumption of cooking
oil.

"To become a fit and healthy nation,
we have to tackle the problem of obe-
sity. According to astudy, today one in
every eight people is. suffering from the
problem of obesity. Obesity cases have
doubled in the past few years, but what

CT 2025: Hardik Pandya completes
200 international wickets

Dubai
Indian all- rmmder Ilardlk Pandya

Apart from her explosive batting,
Henry alse contributed with the
ball, taking a crucial wicket of Ma-
rizanne Kapp. Her all-round bril-
lianee ensured UP Warriorz se-
cured their first victory of the WPL
season in style.

Comingto the match, Delhi Cap-
itals won the toss and opted to field
first, a decision that initially worked
in their favour as UP Warriorz
struggled to build momentum. They
lost their first wicket at 17, and Ki-
ran Navgire (17) fell soon after,
leaving the score at 38/2.

Captain Deepti Sharma (13) and
Shweta Sehrawat (11) also failed to
make a big impact, and with Grace
Harris (2) and Uma Chetry (3) de-
parting cheaply, Warriorz were reel-
ing at 89/6. Tahlia MeGrath con-
tributed a valuable 24 before falling
to Jess Jonassen.

Just when it seemed Delhi Capi-
tals had the upper hand, Chinelle
Henry produced a game-changing
knock. She smashed 62 off just 23
balls, lifting Warriorz to a compet-
itive total of 177/9. Sophie Eecle-
stone (12) and Saima Thakor (4)
also cluppcd in towards the cnd.

Jess was the

doc ional wickets on
Sunday.

Hardikaccomplished this milestane
during India's ICC Champions Traphy
clash against Pakistan on Sunday.

Duringthe match, Hardik was at his
absolute best. In eight overs, he took
2/3ratan economy rate of 3.87. He got
the erucial wicket of Pakistan star bat-
ter Babar Azam after he unleashed a
flurmy of boundaries and also uprooted
awell-settled Saud Shakeel, who made
a half-century.

In 216 international matches for In-
dia, the all-rounder has taken 200
wickets at an avirage of 30.76, with the
best figures of 5/28, which is his sole
five-wicket haul iminternational crick-
et, He is the 24th-highest wicket-tak-
erin Indian cricket history.

In 11 Tests, Hardik has taken 17
wickets atan average of 3105, with best
Fgnres of 5/28.

In 91 ODIs, Hardik has taken 89
sealps at an average of 35.26, with the
best figures of 4/24.

Tn 114 T20Ts, the all-rounder has 94

wickets at an average of 26.43, with the
best figures of 4/16.

This continues Hardik's fine run

against Pakistan in ODIs, with 10 wick-
ets at anaverage of 24.60, with best fig-
ures of 2/31.
Comingto the match, Pakistan won
the tass and clected to bat first. Pakistan
was off to a fine start, with Babar
Azam (23 in 26 balls, with five fours)
unleashing some fine drives in the 41-
run opening partnership. After two
quick wickets, Pakistan was 47/2.

is even more worrying is that the prob-
lem of obesity among children has also
increased four-fold," PM Modi said.

"Therefore, you should decide that
you will use 10% less oil every month.
You can decide that you will buy 10 per
eent less oil when you buy it for cook-
ing. This will be an important step to-
wards reducing obesity, By making
small changes in our eating habits, we
can make our future stronger, fitterand
disease-free," PM Modi said in the
Mann ki Baat," he added.

Further, the two-time Olympic
medalist Neeraj Chopra, stressed that
parents should try to play any outside
sport with their children to encourage
the spotting cuture.

Rawalpindi

New Zealand eaptain Mitchell Sant-
ner assured that they won't take
Bangladesh "lightly” in their up-
coming Champions Trophy fixture.
Santner acknowledged Bangladesh's
adeptness in orchestrating a victory
against top sides and remained hope-
ful "it's not us.”

New Zealand has been in high
spirits since landing in Pakistan to
bolster its preparations for the on-
going marquee event. After securing
the ODI tri-nation title, the Kiwis
maintained their impeccable per-
formance in the subcontinent. They
forced the defending champions,
Pakistan, to surrender a 66-run de-
feat.

If the Blackeaps vontinue to main-
tain their hot streak of form, they will
march into the final four stages of the
Champions Trophy. Ahead of facing
a depleted Bangladesh side, Santner
believes the Tigers mammm h.iinnce

won't take Bangladesh lightly

- i

very good leg spinner. Mehidy has
done it. Mahmudullah, if he plays,
can offer some good overs aswell, so
1 think their balance is good at the
moment," Santner said in the pre-
match press conference.

"They have guys who can attack
with the bat as well. I mean, Hridoy
played a great innings last game,
and Jaker Ali has come on and done
alot of good stuffalready. Soyeah, it's
a team we're not taking lightly for
sure. We know we've got to be on,
and on these big events, they can up-
set any team on their day. So Hope-
fully, it's not us,” he added.

Considering Rawalpindi's high-
scoring nature, Santner revealed
they have a few plans in store for
Bangladesh. With Australia chasing
down a record 352-run total at the
same venue, Santner feels the key to
piling up runs on the board will be
forging partnerships.

"Yeah, we've got a few plans for

in their squad despit:
form in the [m-mai B:m!,ladesh have
Tost their last five ODIs on the trot.

Even though Bangladesh is lining
up without its most experienced all-
rounder, Shakib Al Hasan, Santner
feels they have enough quality play-
ers who can attack with the bat and
cause trouble with the ball,

"Yeah, obviously, we've seen how
good Shakib has been for a long
time. He's proven that he can per-
form in all conditions. They've obvi-
ously got Rishad coming in, who's a

Ba but I'think we obvious-
ly - we have to wait and see what the
wicket does. 1f it is pretty flat | think
it is probably similar stuff to what
we've been operating in Karachi, It's
hitting that hard length for along pe-
riod of time, and then we know they
have some destructive plavers in
their line-up as well. So, I think tra-
ditjonally, it's quite a high-scoring
ground, so we have to be on it. Then,
with the bat, we just talk about try-
ing to build partnerships and do
that out there," he said.

PM Modi lauds 'Khelo India’ campaign, appreciates
rise of teenage champions in National Games

New Delhi
Prime Minister Narendra Modi laud-
ed "Khelo India’ for providing a plat-
form to talented champions who were
able to rise and perform well in the re-
cently concluded National Games in
Uttarakhand.

During the 119th Episode of Mann
Ki Baat on Sunday, the Prime Minis-
ter also appreciated the rise in young
athletes, and said that India is rapid-
Iy moving towards becoming a “glob-
al sporting powerhouse."

The 38th National Games were
held from January 28 to February 14
in Uttarakhand.

"Many of our players are the result
of the 'Khelo-India’ campaign. Sawan
Barwal from Himachal Pradegh, Ki-
ran Mate from Maharashtra, Tejas
Shirse and Jyoti Yaraji from Andhra
Pradesh all have given new hopes to
the country. Javelin Thrower Sachin
Yadav of Uttar Pradesh, high jumper
Pooja of Haryana and swimmer
Dhinidhi Desindhu of Karnataka won
the hearts of the countrymen,” PM
Modi said.

“The number of teenage champions

muNGnraY
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Khelo India Programme

in this year's national games is sur-
prising. 1 am happy that with the de-
termination and discipline of our
young athletes, India today is rapid-
ly moving towards becoming a glob-
al sporting powerhouse," he added.

He also applanded the 38th Na-
tional Games, which saw the partic-
ipation 0f11,000 athletes fromall over
the country, and said it presented a
new version of 'Devbhoomi’.

"More than 11,000 athletes from all
over the country performed brilliantly

in the National Games held in Ut-
tatakhand. This event presented a
new version of Devbhoomi. Uttarak-
hand is now emerging as a cm)ng
sporting force in the country. i
the power of sports, whic
forms individuals and communities as
well as the entire State. It inspiresfu-
ture generations and also promotes a
culture of excellence, My congratula-
tions to the services team for winning
maximum gold medals in these
games," PM Modi further said.

Mandaviya leads Fit India Sundays on Cycle with industry bodies FICC, CII in Delhi

New Delhi

bowler for the Capitals, elaiming
4/31, while Marizanne Kapp and
Arundhati Reddy picked up two
wickets each. Shikha Pandey also
contributed with one wicket.

Delhi Capitals’ run chase got off to
arocky start as captain Meg Lanning
fell early for just 5. Shafali Verma
followed soon after, scoring 24 be-
fore being dismissed by Kranti
Goud.

Jemimah Rodrigues stood out
with a fighting 56 off 35 bails, but
wickets continued to tumble around
her. The Warriorz' disciplined bowl-
ing attack proved too strong for
the Capitals, with Niki Prasad (18)
and Shikha Pandey (15*) offering
late resistance, but it wasn't enough
as they were bowled out for 144.

Union Sports Minister Manuskh Man-
daviya led the Fit India Sundays on Cy-
cle campaign in the National Capital
today even as he was joined by mem-
bers of cyeling clubs, Olympic rower
Arjun LalJat and the special guests of
thisweek - representatives of industry
bodies, FICCT and CII as well as mem-
bers from fitness brand Decathlon,
Yoga Bharat and My Bharat.

Initsninth week, the Fit India Sun-
days on Cycle has emerged as a na-
tionwide fitness event with eyelists in
over 1200 locations participating this
week alone,

Drawing from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's clarion call to fight
abesity by reducing uil consumption by
10 per cent, exercising and eating
right, the Sports Minister dedicated

the Sundays on Cyele initiative to the
nation's fight against obesity.

Speaking at the event, the Spun_\
Minister said, "In our fight st
obesity, which the Hemumble P“ has

initiated, we must come together to in-
clude daily ties in our life.
Cyeling is the easiest exercise and it has
a very positive impact on the envi-
ronment as well. It reduces carbon

footprints and is a solution for pollu-
tion," as quoted from a release by
Union Sports Ministry.

Fit India Sundays on Cycle invites a
special set of people every week and
army personnel, postmen, wellness ex-
perts have been invited guests in the
st editions. In this week’s event
corporate India stepped forward to
support the campaign and partici-
pate in it.

Speaking about the importance of
the initiative Vidushpat SInghania,
Treasurer, Sportscom, CII said, "1
congratulate Honourable Sports Min-
ister for launching this initiative. A
healthy India is a more successful In-
dia as good health is directly linked to
better productiv a higher GDP.
As an industry body it is our endeav-
our to get more corporates to join Fit

India Sundays on Cycle and support
this movement."

Landing theinitiative, Neha Rasto-
gi Mathur, Secretary, Sports Com-
mittee, FICCI, said, "This is a great ini-
tiative by the Sports Minister, and we
are excited to be part of this movement
today. Cyeling is a great way to stay fit,
simple and a family activity
that people of different generations can
do together.” Olympian Arjun Lal.Jat
added, "The enthusiasm of the par-
ticipantsis great and asan athlete Lam
happy to see that so many people
have stepped out on a Sunday morn-
ing and have dedicated time o fitness.
Staying fit is not an option, it is com-
pulsory for everyone and the Fit India
Sundays on Cycle initiative is 1 won-
derful motivation fur people to start
their fitness journey."
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Vietnamese
influencer
explores the
charm of
Fukushima:

Japan
Fukushima:

Sinee the Great East Ja-
pan Earthquake in March
2011, Fukushima has
made a remarkable recov-
ery, reclaiming its status
as a popular tourist des-
tination and attracting
visitors from around the
world.

Vietmamese influencer
Khoai Lang Thang recent-
Iy explored Fukushima to
shovs case its winter beau-

K}maj Lalxg Thang, a Vi-

etnamese influencer, said,
"Hello. 1 am Khoai Lang
Thang. I'm in Fukushima,
Japan. In the middle of
winter, the seenery looks
absolutely stunning with
heavy snowfall. From now
on, I'll be trying trekking,
walking along the sea-
shore, and enjoying de-
licious local food. Follow
me on this adventure!"

e Vietnamese influ-
encer experienced snow-
shoe trekking through
1.3 meters of snow — an
exceptional sight, as such
heavy snowfall returnéd
this winter after an cight-

year gap.

Rather than finding it
difficult, he described the
experience as thrilling and
enjoyable.

At the Samurai Resi-
dence, visitors can im-
merse themselves in the
way of the smm'x::;ai and
gain insight into their life-
style and philosophy.

‘Tsurugajo  Castle at-
tracts numerous foreign
visitors, offering a unique
opportunity to connect
with the culture of samu-
rai warriors.
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Discontented Germany votes in election with
economy, migration, far-right strength in focus

Berlin:

erman voters are
choosing a new
government in an

election on Sunday. The
clection is dominated
by concerns about the
years-long stagnation of
Europe’s biggest ccono-
my, pressure to curb mi-
gration, and growing un-
certainty over the future
of Ukraine and Europe's
alliance with the United
States.

The centre-right oppo-
sition is favoured to win,
while polls indicate the
strongest result for a far-
right party since World
War IL

Germany is the most
populous country in the
27-nation European Un-
ion and a leading mem-
ber of NATO. It has been
Ukraine’s  second-big-
gest weapons supplier,
after the US.

Germany will be cen-
tral to shaping the con-
tinent’s response to the
challenges of the com-
ing years, including the
Trump administration’s
confrontational foreign
and trade policy.

24 injured in clashes over protesters opposing cable

_Kathamandu:
At least 24 people, in-
cluding 12 security per-
sonnel, were injured in
clashes between securi-
ty forees and protesters
opposing a cable car
project in the Pathib-
hara area of Taplejung
district in eastern Ne-
pal, officials said on
Sunday.

The 'No Cable Car'
group has been pro-
tesling against the con-
struction of the cable
car in the Pathibhara
region, citing concerns

More than 59 million
people in the nation of
84 million are cligible to
elect the 630 members
of the lower house of
parliament, the Bunde-
stag. The clected mem-
bers will take their seats
under the glass dome of
Berlin's landmark Re-
ichstag building.

Germany’s  electoral

no party looks anywhere
near one this time. It
is expected that two or

3 <
that the project would
erase the region’s his-

more parties will form
a coalition, following
potentially difficult ne-
gotiations that will take
weeks or even months
before the Bundestag
elects the next chancel-
lor.

This eleetion is tak-
ing place seven months
before it was originally
planned after centre-left
Chancellor Olaf Scholz's
coalition  collapsed in
November, three years
into a term that was
increasingly marred

tonca_l identity.
On Saturday evening,

by infighting. There is
widespread  discontent
and not much enthusi-
asm for any of the can-
didates.

Centre-right  oppo-
sition leader Friedrich
Merz's Union bloe has
consistently Ted polls,
with 28-32 per cent
support in the most re-
cent surveys. Merz is fa-
voured to replace Scholz.

Scholz’s Social Demo-
crats have been polling
hetween 14-16 per cent,
which would be their

at least 24 people, in-
cluding 12 security per-
sonnel, were injured
when clashes erupted
between security forces
and the 'No Cable Car
group' in Phungling, of-

US could cut Ukraine’s access
to Starlink internet services
over minerals, say sources

The centre-right op-
position is favoured
to win, while polls in-
dicate the strongest
result for a far-right
party since World
War II.

worst postwar result in
anational parliamentary
election,

The far-right, anti-im-

migration  Alternative
for Germany, or AfD,
has been running in sec-
ond place with around
20 per cent of the vote.
This is well above its
previous best of 12.6 per
cent in a national elec-
tion, from 2017. The AfD
has fielded its first can-
didate for chancellor in
Alice Weidel. However,
other parties have said
they will not work with
it. a stance often known
as the “firewall”.

The environmentalist
Greens are also running
for the top job, with out-
going Vice Chancellor
Robert Habeck. They
have been polling slight-
Iy behind Scholz’s party.

area, since Sunday
morning following the
clashes, officials said.
The  gathering  of
more than five people,
assemblies, proces-
sions, d rations

ficials said.

They added that po-
lice have arrested 15
people for their in-
volvement in violence.

Taplejung district au-
thorities have enforced
a prohibitory order in
parts of the distriet,
including  Phungling
Bazaar and Pathibhara

and other activities will
not be allowed in the
restricted  zones, they
said.

Issuing a notice Sat-
urday night, Chief
District Officer of Ta-
plejung, Netra Prasad
Sharma, said that pro-
hibitory orders have
been issued in the dis-

‘No Cable Car'

us negohatms press-
ing Kyiv for access to
Ul\mmcs critical min-
erals have raised the
possibility of cutting the
country’s access to Elon
Musk’s vital Starlink sat-
ellite internet system,
three sources familiar
with the matter said.

Ukraine’s  continued
aceess 10 SpaceX-owned
Starlink was brought up
in discussions between
US and Ukrainian of-
ficials after Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy turned down
an initial proposal from
US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent, the sourc-
s said.

Starlink provides cru-
cial internet connectivity
to war-torn Ukraine and
its military.

The issue was raised
again on Thursday dur-
ing mectings  between
Keith Kellogg, the US spe-
cial Ukraine envoy, and
Zelenskiy, said one of the
sources, who was briefed
on the talks.

During the mecting,
Ukraine was told it faced
imminent shutoff of the

service if it did not reach
adeal on critical minerals,
said the source, who re-
qucsmd anonymity to dis-
cuss closed negotiations.

“Ukraine runs on Star-
link. They consider it
their North Star,” said the
source. “Losing Starlink ...
would be a massive blow.”

After Reuters published

its story, Musk posted
on X that the article was
“false” and “Reuters is ly-
ing” Contacted by Reu-
ters for specifics, Musk
did not immediately re-
spond.

A Reuters spokesper-
son said the news agency
stands by its reporting.

Zelenskiy has rejected
demands from President
Donald Trump’s admin-
istration for $500 billion
in mineral wealth from
Ukraine to repay Wash-
ington for wartime aid,
saying the US has offered
no specific seeurity guar-
antees,

On Friday, the Ukrain-
ian president said the
US and Ukrainian teams
were working on an
agreement, and Trump
said he expects a deal will
be signed soon.

car project in Nepal

trict headquarters of
Phungling Bazaar and
Pathibhara areas to
maintain law and order.

According to official
sources, the prohib-
itory order had to be
issued as the situation
went out of control af-
ter the clash between
the 'No Cable Car' cam-
paigners and the police
on Saturday evening.

A clash between the
cam-
paigners and the police
occurred on Thursday
at the cable car con-

struction site in the
Pathibhara area.
Speaking in  the
House of Representa-
tives, lawmakers from
opposition parties,
ineluding Rajendra
Lingden of Rastriya
Prajatantra Party and
shima Karki of Ras-
ya Swotantra Party,
urged the government
to immediately halt the
works relating to the
construction of cable
car in Pathibhara as
the local people were
against the project.

Ghadi Detergent Launches
"Desh Ki Neev" Campaign

Chandigarh:
Ghadi Detergent is ex-
cited to unveil its lat-
est Desh Ki

individuals  contribute
to the broader momen-
tum of the country. The

Neev |, a heartfelt and
inspiring film that hon-
ors the everyday heroes
who form the backbone
of our nation. This
powerful visual tribute
shines a light on the
hardworking individu-
als whose unwavering
dedication, grit, and
resilience  shape  In-
dia's future. The phrase
Desh Ki Neev translates
to "the country’s foun-
dation," encapsulating
the essence of this cam-
paign. It is not just a
marketing initiative; it
is an emotional celebra-
tion of the tireless efforts
that often go unnoticed.
These unsung heroes—
be it teachers, farmers,
laborers, or entrepre-
neurs—work relentlessly.
to ensure the progress
and prosperity of the na-
tion.

Through compelling
storytelling, the film
underscores the power
of collective purpose.
It portrays how the
strength and unity of

ams to in-
spuc ucwcﬁ by reflect-
ing on the value of hard
work,  determination,
and the transformative
impact of each person's
contribution to  socie-
ty. In a world that often
celebrates the obvious
achicvements of a few,
Desh Ki Neev brings at-
tention to those whose
efforts form the foun-
dation of our everyday
lives. Ghadi Detergent
believes in acknowledg-
ing the unsung heroes
who rise with a shared
resolve to make an in-
delible difference, one
day at a time,

This campaign not
only highlights the role
of these unsung heroes
but also reinforees the
message that  every
drop of effort counts. As
Ghadi Detergent con-
tinues to provide the
best in cleaning, it also
honors the deep-rooted
spirit of India—an en-
during commitment to
hard work, unity, and
Progress.

India-UK Trade Talks Resume:
FTA Negotiations From Feb 24

New Delhi:

ra gap of over

eight months, In-

ia and the UK

will resume negotiations

for a proposed free trade

agreement (FTA) here

from February 24, an of-
ficial said.

UK's Secretary of State
for Business and Trade
Jonathan Reynolds will
be here for resumption
of the talks. He will hold
a bilateral meeting with
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal,
the official said.

The India-UK FTA ne-
gotiations were launched
on.January 13, 2022.

Total 13 rounds of ne-
gotiations have been held
till December 2023, The
14th round. which began
on January 10, 2024, was
underway when negotia-
tions were paused by the
UK side in May 2024 due
to elections in that coun-

try.

The talks would resume
the discussions from the
progress achieved previ-

ously and seek to bridge
the gaps for expeditious-
ly closing the trade deal,
the official added.

The agreement is
aimed at boosting bilat-
eral trade and invest-
ments.

In such paets, two
countrics either elimi-
nate or significantly re-

duce customs duties on
maximum goods traded
between them. They also
ease norms for pl‘UITIOt'
ing trade in services and
bilateral investments.

The Indian industry
is demanding greater
access for its skilled pro-
fessionals from sectors

like IT and healthcare in

the UK market, besid
market access for seve
al goods at nil customs

uty.

On the other hand, the
UK is seeking a signifi-
cant cut in import duties
on goods such as scotch
whiskey, electric vehi-
eles, lamb meat, choco-
lates and certain confec-

UK's Secretary of
State for Business
and Trade Jonathan
Reynolds will be here
for resumption of the
talks. He will hold
a bilateral meeting
with Commerce and
Industry Minister Pi-

yush Goyal, the offi-
cial said. I
S

FPIs Pull Out
Rs 23,710 cr
from Indian
Equities in Feb

have
pulled out over Rs 23,710
crore from the Indian eq-
uity markets so far this
month, pushing total out-
flows past Rs 1 lakh erore
in 2025 amid rising glob-
al trade tensions.

Going forward, V K Vi-
javaknmar, Chief Invest-
ment Strategist, Geojit Fi-
nancial Seryices, believes
that revival of FFI invest-
ment in India will happen

tionary items.

Britain is also looking
for more opportunitics
for UK serviees in Indian
markets in segments like
telecommunications,
legal and financial ser-
vices, including banking
and insurance.

The talks for the agree-
ment may get an impe-
tus as Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
proposed to raise the
foreign investment lim-
it to 100 per cent in the
insurance sector as part
of new-generation finan-
cial sector reforms.

Gadkari to inaugurate two-day Global road infratech summit & expo

New Delhi:
Union Minister for Road
Transport & Highways
(MoRTH) Nitin Gadkari
to inaugurate a Two-day
Global Road Infratech
Summit & Expo (GRIS)
in New Delhi on March
6-7, 2025 with  the
theme "Vision Zero: Sus-
tainable Infratech and
Policy for Safer Roads,”.

The Two-day Global
Road Infratech Sum-
mit & Expo (GRIS) the
event will showease and
emphasize road safety
through improved in-
frastructure, innovative
technolagy: and effective
management, leadmg
‘the charge in India’
frastructure and mobi
ty revolution. About 300

eminent infrastructure
and road safety experts
from across the world
will be taking part in
“GRIS-2025 being
organised by the In-
ternational Road Fed-
eration-India  chapter
(IRF-IC) is tbuughrfully

inspire in-
novation, showcase
cutting-edge  solutions
from industry provid-
ers, foster knowledge
exchange, and open val-
uable networking oppor-
tunities for experts and
decision-makers  from

crafted to

government bodies and
private  organisations.
The summit throngh the
conference cum  expo
mode, aims to deliver a
holistic experience that
educates, inspires, and
drives progress in the
industry by seamlessly
blending the formats.”
Said Mr K K Kapila,
President Emeritus, In-
ternatiobal Road Feder-
ation (IRT) a global road
safety bbody working for
better and safer roads
worldwide.

“The summit with the
theme “Vision Zero: Sus-
tainable Infratech and
Policy for Safer Roads"
represents  a  holistie
approach to road safe-
ty, combining the latest

technological advance-
ments with innovative
practices to create saf-
er roads for everyone.
By prioritizing safety in
every aspect of road de-
sign, construetion, and
management, this theme
seeks to move towards a
future where road acci-
dents become a rarity,
ultimately aiming for
zero fatalities.” Said My
Kapila

“The impressive road
safety impact of this
summit will be shared,
including its implemen-
tation suecess in coun-
tries, and its life-saving
potential as a template
that can be adopted by
any country to achieve
safer roads and mobility

for a sustainable future
forall.” Added Mr Kapila

“In tune with the Indi-
an Government's thrust
to fast track capacity
building and connec-
tivity across India, the
global Road InfraTech
summit and Expo will
focus on development,
maintenance and safety
aspects that will impact
the future of road infra-
structure and construc-
tion in India. The expo
creates an opportunity
that brings together
stakcholders from in-
frastrueture  compa-
nies, highway and road
development  authori-
ties and organizati

officials, road govern-
ment associations and
bodies as well as mu-
nicipal  corporations,
road safety profession-
als ete, all under one
roof.” Said  Akhilesh
Srivastva, Convenor of
GRIS

Some of the subjects
that will be discussed at
the summit will include
Strengthening  govern-
ing frameworks for saf-
er infrastructure, inte-
grating road safety into
urban planning, traffic
optimization with in-
telligent infrastrueture,
leveraging  Intelligent
Transport System tech-

loei to ent

road contractors, road
consultants, smart city

publ‘i’c transport and
road safety.

when growth
and corporate earnings
revive. Indications of that
are likely to happen in
two to three months,

According to the data
with the depositories,
Foreign Portfolio  In-
vestors (FPIs) offloaded
shares worth Rs 23,710
crore from Indian equi-
ties so far this month (till
February 21). This came
following a net outflow
of Rs 78.027 crore in
January, With these,
the total outflow by FPIs
has reached Rs 1,01,737
crore in 2023 so far, data
with the depositories
showed.

This massive selling
has resulted in the Nifty
yielding negative returns
of 4 per cent year-to-
date

arket concerns
hclghtcncd following re-
ports that US President
Donald Trump was con-
sidering imposing new
tariffs on steel and alu-
minum imports, along
with reciprocal tariffs
on several countries,
Himanshu  Srivastava,
Associate Divector-Man-
ager Research, Morn-
ingstar Investment Re-
search India, said.

These  developments
reignited fears of a po-
tential  global  trade
war, prompting FPIs to
re-evaluate their expo-
sure to emerging mar-
kets, including India, he
added.




‘Girls Will Be

Girls' wins

John Cassavetes Award at

Independent

New Delhi
ol

adha and

Ali Fazal's debut
film production
= Girls Wil Be
Girls™ has bagged the John
Cassavetes Award at the 4oth
independent Spirit Awards,

The Shuchi Talati-directed
comexdy-of-age drama won
the awand al a ceremony,
held in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia, on Saturday

The film was one of the five
contenders for the John Cas-
savetes Award, which hon-
oursthe creative leam of the
bestfilms made with a budg-
etunler USD 4 million
L "Ghostlight” ry
and “The People’s Joker”
were the other nominees

Pruduced by Chadha and
Fazal'shanner Pushing But-
tons Studios, "Girls Will Be
Girls” revolves around a 16~

vear-old girl called Mira
(Preeti Punigrahi) whose re-
bellions awakening is inter-
twined with her mother's
(Kani Kusruti) anfulfilled
coming-of-age experiences.

The film had its world pre-
miere at the Sundance Film
Festival where it received
two awards last year.

Winning an award for her
debut production feels like a
dream, said Clirdha, adding
that the movie represents
not just a personal journey,
but a collective effort of a
tedm,

“To see it recognisid on
such a grand stage is hum-
bling. 4 st Indis -
tor and producer to win an

Spirit Awards

Independent Spirit Award, 1
feel like this is not just my
victory, buta vietory for all of
us working to make diverse,
authentie stori he said.

Fazal added, “Thiswinisa
momentous one for us, and
for Indian cinema as a whoke.
The spirit of independent
filmmalking is about taking
risks ind tefling the truth, no
matter howuneomfortable or
challenging that may be.
“Girls Will Be Girls' does ex-
actly thit.” Shuchi Talati
called “Girls Will Be Girls™a
labour of love,

“This is more than just an
award for me — it is a pow-
erful affirmation of the story
we set out to tell.., 1o have it
resonate with audiences and
alike is bevond amazx
ing," she said. At the Inde-
pendeit Spirit Awards 2025,
which supports independ-
ent filmmakers, Kusruti was
also nominated in the best
supporting performance cit-
egory for her performance in

the movie hut lost out to
Kieran Culkin of "A Redl
Pain”,

In 2

22, the Independ-
ent Spirit Awards replaced
its four acting categories
with two gender-neutr:
ment, merging best
porting
best supy
ance.
“Anora” dominated the
film categories with thiee
W

up-
nd female into
rting perform-

— hest feature, best di-
rector for Sean Baker, and
best lead performance for
Mikey Madison.
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Trisha Krishnan's first
look from 'Good Bad Ugly'

glimpse of actress
Trasha Krishnan's character,
who will be seen alongside
Ajith Kumar in this upeom-
ing avtion film.

Production honse Mythri
Movie Makers took toits X
accoumton Sunday to share
secand olip showing
icha in a green outfit, reacting
with emotions ranging from
surprise to satisfuction. The
suspenseful
sparked excitement among
fans.

Ditected by Adhik
Ravie rn, 'Good Bad
Uly"is set to release in the-
aters on April 10.

Earlier in January,
muakers imnounced the
date.
Ravichandran also shared a
striking new poster of Ajith

teaser has

the
lm’s

rele Director

Kumar on X. In the image,
Ajith i seen wearing 4 sharp
white suit, holding a pistol,
and sitting eonfidently on a
coueh.

“"Kai log kehte hain ki mera comeback nahi hoga...":
Honey Singh takes jibe at Raftaar, Badshah

Mumbai

inger and rapper

Honey Singh kicked

off his 'Millionaire

India" tour with an
eleetrifying performance in
Mumbai on Saturday night
and it wasn't just his music
that captured eyeballs.

In videas that have gone vi-
ral from the event, Honey
Singh appeared to take a jab
apparently at fellow rappers
Badshah and Raftaar. In the
dlip,
dressing the cfiticism re-
garding his caveer and come-
back.

The singer, withont tak-
ing names, said, "Kayi log
Jehte hain ki wo mere bhai
hain. Kayi log kehte hain ki
mera comehock nahi ho raha
Aur phir kebte hain wo mere
gaane likbte the, Aur phir
kehte hain ki wo men takdeer
likh denge” (Translation:

Sinight can be seen ad-

"Mty people say they ar 1y
brothers, They also sav Fwill
never make a comeback.
Then. they claimed they
wrote songs for me.
id they would
write my destiny,")

The rift between Honey
Singh and Badshah is no se-
cre

Ihen
they also

The two are regarded as

exding rappers in India and
boast a large fan base. Singh
and Badihal first began their

carcers together as members
of the rap group Mafia
Mundeer, which also fea-
tured Ikka, Lil Golu, and
Raftaur. The band delivered
many populartracksinclud.
ing "Khol Botal, 'Begani Naar
Buri' 'Delhi Ke Deewane'
among others. Aftera public
tiff] the duo partedw
have been regularly took pot-
shots at each other on social
media.

and

Meanwhile, as part of his
ingh is set to
perform in 10 major cities
across India. His tour sched-
wle includes stops in Luc-
know (February 28), Delhi
(March 1), Indore (March 8),
Pune (March 14), Ahmed-
abad (March 15), Bengaluru
(March 22), Chandigarh
(March 23), and Jaipur
(March 29), with the final
show in Kolkata on April 5.

tour, Honey &

Mumbai ~ ingand feeling dipressed for
ollywood about fwo weeks
superstar Diutring "o and
Aamir NotDone The Sereen and

Khan says  Spotlight™ at the P Net-
work's Ideas of Tndia 2025,
the actor said he values his
failures becanse they push
him to do better work
“When my films fail, I get
depressed. T get eimotional
and 1 ery a lot for two to
three weeks. Later, 1 sit
with my teamand think
dboul  what
wrong with the
film, we try to
understand whit
the audience said
about the film, so
that we don't re-
peat our mistakes. 1
vatlue my failires,
“Once I've
through that process,
then 1 look forward
to working on my
upcoming films

amovie
ure hard,
often re-
flect-

he tal

wenl

been

with enthusiasm.
One should take
positive things
from their fail-
ures, it teaches
you to be bet-
ter at work,”
said Khan,
whese List

two  re-

Murbai

Bipasha
Basu
had

§ key, Tlove you Tuvu

When my films fail, I
feel depressed for two
weeks, says Aamir Khan

leases “Laal Singh Chaddha”
and “Thugs of Hindostan”
performed abysmally at the
bax office,

Speaking about about the
fallure of the two movies,
the actor said he is disap-
pointed that he couldn't de-
liver praiseworthy perform-

ances, especially in “Laal
Singh Chadd}
& rema
“Ferrest Gump”

I felt very bad. We didn't
em money
tional person. I felt Thugs.."
wats 8 weak film, we couldn't
make what we wanted to.
Filmmaking isa difficult film
and sometimes we are not
able tomake films the way we
wint to

“In Taal Singh Chadhy’, T
feel my performance was too
high, Tom Hanks did such
great work in the ariginal he
takas vour on a ride, Twas not
able to do sa.” Khan said

He credited his family for
their unwavering support
during tough professional
times.

“When Lanl Singh Cluadiha’
didn’t do well, my family
knew T wag very much in-
valved with the film, so they
were all there with me. Some-
timies Junaid, Ira, Kitan, and

+which was
om Hanks'

T'm an emo-

the sweetest birthday wish
for her husband, actor
Singh Grover, who tumeda
year older on Sunday, Feb-

aran

T

g to her Ins
aceount, Ripash
special video featuring their
happiest moments together.
The clip included pictur,

gram
shared a

from their wedding, va
tions, and other cherished
memories.

Along with the video, the
‘No Entry
added a loving caption for
her hubby, whom she ak
feetionately called “Mon-

uctress also

appy Birthday Mon-
ot
kevlove,” read her post.
Bipasha and Karan's
journey of love began on
theset of Bhnshan Patel's
film ‘Alone’ in 2015,
where they firstmet and
8 later tied the knat in
April 2016, after a yesr
| of dating. The couple

_ Prayagij

il m

pro-

ducer
Boney
Kapoor visited
the ongoing

A M a -
hakumbh
P Mela in
) Praya-

T caj oo
‘If Sunday
N to take a

holy dip in

the Triveni S angam.

Speaking 1o ANI, Kapoor
shared his expericnce and
recalled his past visits to
Pravagenj. He added thatal-
though he had visited the
place before, he had never
witnessed such a massi

G

mother or someone ar the
other, would come to show
their support,” Khan added.

The actor also expressed
pridein the sticcess his films
attained in China, particilarly
the 2000 comedy-drama “3
Idiots™.

The Rajkurmar Hirani-di-
rectid femture, also starring R
Madhavan, Sharman Joshi,
Kareena Kapoor Khan, and

Boman Irani, revolved
around the story of three cal-
lege friends and weaved in a

message ahoul pursuing
‘s passion and defving
social conven|

“The success of my flms in
China shows th
crosses national barrie
thie victory of the Chinese
andience, 3 Tdiots’ went vi-
ralin China because of piva-

ns.

ey, I becime a star in China
because of piracy. We were
hapyry that our filim was do-
ingwell in India,” Khan, who
will turn 60 next month,
said

"Six to eight months later
we got to know that the film
did well in China, and we
were like, ‘We haven't re-
leased the film in China, so
how eome people saw it we
leirnt they watched a pirat-
ed version of it,” he added.

Bipasha Basu calls hubby Karan
Singh Grover “monkey” in
sweet birthday post

welcomed their daughter,
Devi Basu Singh Grover, on
November 12, 2022
Announcing the arrivalof
their bundle of joy, Bipasha
took to Instagram to share
the joyous news along with
the name of their daughter,
signifving heras the physieal
manifestation of their love

and blessings.

Meanwhile, Kamn Singh
Grover, on the professional
front, was last seen in Sid-
dharth Anand’s aerial ac-
tion thriller film 'Fighter,
whese he starred alongside
Hrithik Reshan and Deepi-
ka Padukone. The film was
released on January 2
yei art from Hrithik,
Deepika, und Karan, the film
also starred Anil Kapoor in
pivatal roles

The
around the life of an indian
Air Foree pilot, portrayed
by Hrithik Roshan, and his
journey to protect his nation
and loved ones.

movie revolyes

Boney Kapoor visits
Mahakumbh Mela, calls It
an "unbelievable sight"

crowd and spiritual atnos-
phere.

"1 have come here many
times, but
brought my grandfather’s
ashes. After that. I came for
an event in Prayagraj, but I
had néver seen such 4 sight
before. The entire atmos-
phere here... There are so
many people in our Indis. 1

once, 1 had





