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New Delhi

fter  strikes by
lawyers and ob-
Jjections of the Bar

Council of India, the
Union Law and Justice
Ministry on Saturday
withdrew the draft Ad-
vocates  (Amendment)
Bill, 2025 published on
February 13, and said it
“will be processed afresh
for consultation with
stakeholders”.

In a statement, the
Ministry said that the
draft Bill had been pub-
lished on the Depart-
ment of Legal Affairs

Shaktikanta
Das appointed
Principal
Secretary Il
to PM

e
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New Delhi
Former RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das has
been appointed the sec-
ond Principal Secretary
to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi.

PK Mishra, a retired
IAS officer of the Gujarat
cadre, is currently serv-
ing as the Principal Sec-
retary to the PM.

"The  Appointments
Committee of the Cab-
inet has approved the
appointment of  Shri
Shaktikanta Das, IAS
(Retired) as Principal
Secretary-2 to Prime
Minister with effect from
the date he assumes the
office," said a central
government order.

"His appointment will
be co-terminus with the
term of the Prime Min-
ister or until further or-
ders, whichever is earli-
er," the order added.

Das had served as
the RBI Governor for
six years from Decem-
ber 2018 to December
2024. He was original-
ly appointed for three
years and then got an
extension for three more
years.
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Govt examines need for law
to regulate digital content

New Delhi
he  Information
and Broadcasting
Ministry is exam-

ining the existing stat-

utory provisions and
the need for a new legal
framework to regulate

"t content on

"harmful"
digital platforms, indi-
cating the government's
move to sharpen its vig-
il over them following
the outery over Ranveer
Allahbadia's crass com-
ments on a YouTube
programme.

In its reply to a par-
liamentary panel's com-
munication over the
issue, the ministry said
there is a growing con-
cern in the society that
the constitutional right
of "freedom of expres-
sion is being misused to
showease obscene and
violent content on digi-
tal platforms".

It told the Standing

Committee on Commu-
nications and Informa-
tion Technology headed
by BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey that while certain
provisions exist under
the current laws, there is
a growing demand for a
stricter and effective le-
gal framework to regulate
such harmful content.

It said, "This ministry
has taken note of these
developments and is in
process of examining
current statutory provi-
sions and need for a new
legal framework."

CONTD ON PAGE-2
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website on February 13
“demonstrating the gov-
ernment’s commitment
and
engagement

to transparency
broader

ddressed before finalizing the Bill.

X

] |
with stakeholders and
the public.”

However, after receiv-
ing numerous sugges-
tions and concerns, the
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Reciprocal tariffs 'soon’
for India, China: Trump

government has decided
to halt the consultation
process and rework the
draft bill. The revised
version will undergo
fresh deliberations with
stakeholders before be-
ing considered for fur-
ther action.

This decision comes
amid strong opposition
from legal bodies, in-
cluding the Bar Coun-
cil of India, which had
raised concerns over
several provisions of
the bill. Manan Kumar
Mishra, Chairman of the
CONTD ON PAGE-2

n
S President Don-
ald Trump has
said that his ad-

ministration will soon
impose reciprocal tariffs
on countries such as In-
dia and China, reiter-
ating what he had said
during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's recent
visit to the US capital.

Trump was speaking at
the swearing-in of Com-
merce Secretary Ioward
Lutnick on Friday when
he made the announce-
ment, reiterating what
he told Prime Minister
Narendra Modi last week
during the latter's visit to
the US capital.

ciprocal tariffs because
that means, they charge
us, we charge them. Its
very simple. Whatever
a company or a country,
such as let's say India
or China or any of them,
whatever they charge,
we want to be fair ... so

We'll soon impose re-

reciprocal.  Reciprocal
meaning, 'they charge us,
we charge them', Trump
said in Washington.

‘We haven't done that,
we have never done that.
We are getting ready to
do it, he added.

Earlier on Tuesday,
Fox News aired a joint
television interview with
Trump and billionaire
Elon Musk when the
president said that he
made it clear to Prime
Minister Modi that India
will not be spared from
‘Washington's reciprocal
tariffs and emphasised
that nobody can argue
with me on tariff struc-
ture.
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Advocates
Amendment

Bill withdrawn
following
natinalwide
lawyers' protest

CONT FROM PAGE-1

Bar Council of India,
had earlier written to
the agovernment high-
lighting potential issues
that could affect the le-
gal prolession.

The withdrawal of the
bill marks a sxgmﬁumt
devel
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Illegal migrants intervening in electoral process,

becoming decisive playerS° VP Dhankhar

Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar:
Presi-

ce
s ; dent Jagdeep
Dhankhar on

Saturday voiced serious
concerns over illegal mi-
gration in India, stating
that millions of undoeu-
mented individuals are
residing in the country
wnhuul leval ughts

e issue,

the government's re-
sponsiveness to public
and professional con-
cerns while reaffirming
its commitment to trans-
parent policymaking.

However, Bar Coun-
cil of India (BCI) ex-
pressed its gratitude
to the Union Govern-
ment. In a statement,
BCI announced that, in
response to numerous
suggestions and con-
cerns raised by the legal
community, the Minis-
try of Law and Justice
has decided to conclude
the consultation process
and rework the revised
draft of the Advocates
(Amendment) Bill, 2025,
for further discussion.

BCI said that the deci-
sion was officially com-
municated through a
letter addressed to the
Chairman of the Bar
Council of India.

BCI has been in con-
tinuous  dialogue with
the Union Law Minis-
ter, Arjun Ram Meghwal,
raising the legal fraterni-
ty's concerns, the state-
ment read.

Shaktikanta
Das appointed
Principal Secre-
tary [l to PM

CONT FROM PAGE-1

Had the government
tapped him for a third
term, he would have
surpassed the tenure
of Benegal Rama Rau,
who served as the long-
est RBI governor for 7.5
years between 1949 and
1957

Incidentally, Das was
the first non-econo-
mist in 28 years to be
appointed as RBI Gov-
ernor, but it took him
no time to prove that
running a central bank
needed no expertise in
monetary economnies,
ﬂnd one need not nec-
essarily be a monetary
economist.

During his stint as RB1
Governor, Das was twice
ranked as the top central
banker by the US-based
Global Finance maga-

zine.

Before joining the RB1,
he spearheaded Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's 2016 demoneti-
sation drive while then
RBI Governor Urjit Patel
took a backseat through
the whole process.

A retired IAS officer
of the Tamil Nadu cad-
re; Das has vast experi-
ence in various areas of
governance for over 40
years. He has held im-
portant positions in the
central and state gov-
ernments in the areas of
finance, taxation, indus-
tries and infrastructure,
among others.

‘The 25th gavernor of
the RBI had also acted
as India's G2o Sherpa
and member, 15th Fi-
nance Commission.

‘Those who have in-
teracted with him recall
Das as being amiable
and likable, without be-
ing too interesting. If
his composed and easy-
going manner helped
overcome the toughest
of challenges during his
various stints, his faith
in 'doing your best as an
individual, while work-
ing as a team,' defined
his core working style.

He always had a sense
of mission about him,
but absolutely no inter-
est in leaving a legacy or
stardom, they say.

he szud, “In our Bharat,
millions of people are
living here who have no
right to stay. And they
are not just living; they
are also engaging in live-
lihood activities. They
are making their liveli-
hood here, placing de-
mands on_our resoure-
es—education, health,
and housing sectors—
and now, the issue has
egcalated further. They
are intervening in our
electoral process. With-
in our democratic sys-
tem, they are becoming
significant and even de-
cisive players”, he noted.
The Vice President
was addressing the
65th Convocation cere-
mony of Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar  Marathwa-
da University in Chha-
trapati Sambhajinagar,
Maharashtra.

Dhankhar
against conversions
through allurement
and temptation, say-
ing, “Every individual
has the right to follow
any religion; every per-
son has the right to
adopt a religion of their
choice. However, when
a conversion happens
throy enticement,

cautioned

there are examples from
some countries in the
world. You are more
knowledgeable than me,
more informed, you can
find out.”

“The wvery character
of those nations was
erased; the majority
community that exist-

there disappeared.
We' cannot allow this

greed, all and

hic  invasion;

temptation, its ol)jective
is ‘we will get supremacy
by changing the demog-
raphy of the Nation'
History bears witness,

organic  demographic
growth is acceptable, but
if this is disruptive with
a sinister design to con-
trol, we must be on high

India Japan joint military exercise
to be held from Feb 24-Mar 9

New Delhi:

India and Japan are set
to take part in a joint
military exercise start-
ing February 24, aiming
to enhance interopera-
bility between the two
for while undertak-
ing joint urban warfare
and counter-terrorism
operations under UN

mandate.

The exercise under-
scores the shared com-
mitment of India and
Japan towards regional
security, peace and sta-
bility while advancing
their common vision of
a free, open and inclu-
sive Indo-Pacific, the
defence minigtry said
in a statement on Sat-

urday.

The Indian Army
contingent  departed
on Saturday for the
sixth edition of the In-
dia-Japan Joint Mili-
tary Exercise ‘Dharma
Guardian®.

The exercise is sched-
uled to be conducted in
the East Fuji Manoeu-
vre l'raining area of Ja-
pan from February 24
to March 9.

“The aim of the exer-
cise is to enhance inter-
operability between the
two forces while under-
taking joint urban war-
fare and counter-terror-
ism operations under
UN mandate,” it said.

Exercise ‘Dharma

Guardian' is an annual
event conducted alter-
natively in India and Ja-
pan. Its last edition was
conducted in Rajast-
han in February-March
2024.

The Indian contingent
comprising 120 person-
nel will be represented
mainly by troops from a
battalion of the Madras
Regiment along  with
troops from other arms
and services, it said.

The Japan Ground
Self Defence Force
(JGSDF)  contingent,
also comprising sim-
ilar strength, will be
represented by the
34th  Infantry Regi-
ment.

alert. This is a matter for
our deep contemplation
and reflection. This po:
es a challenge to our phi-
losophy that is centuries
old.” he emphasized,
while affirming every in-
dividual's right to follow
their chosen religion.
VP Dhankhar also
raised concerns about
systematic attempts to
undermine national in-
stitutions, and called for
thorough investigations
into recent revelations
about attempts to ma-
nipulate electoral pro-

The Vice Presndent

ceremony of Dr

level, expose everyone
connected with these
sinister designs aimed at
dssLabemng our nation,
lrvmg to mampuldle our
" he added.

Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar,
Maharashtra.

cesses.

“In a systemic man-
ner, the President is
ridiculed. The Prime
Minister is ridiculed. My
position is ridiculed. Our
Institutions are tainted.
Be it the Election Com-
mission or the Judici-
ary. These dre activities
which are being under-
taken by those at their
heart, national interest
is not there. Recently,
it has been revealed au-
thoritatively that our
elections were sought to
be doctored, manipulat-
ed," he said.

“In such a situation, 1
would urge you to stay
alert, and expose,
and 1 appeal to organi-
sations concerned, time
has come to engage
into deep investigation,
thorough investigation,
investigation at micro

VP, in hlS address di-
rected the concerned
authorities to initiate a
thorough investigation
in this regard. “I appeal
to organisations con-
cerned, time has come
to engage into deep
investigation,  thor-
ough investigation,
investigation al micro
level, expose everyone
connected with these
sinister designs aimed
al destabilizing our na-
tion, trying to manipu-
late our democracy”, he
added.

Speaking on funda-
mental rights guaran-
teed by the Constitution,
VP remarked that these
rights must be earned
through the diligent
performance of funda-
mental and civic duties,
“Our constitution has
given us fundamental
rights, but passage to
fundamental rights has
to be earned and that
passage is when you
perform fundamental
duties, when you per-
form civie duties.”

Maha MahaSivratri 2025: A Once-in-a-Century
Event to Awaken Global Consciousness

New Delhi:

In a remarkable conver-
gence of ancient spiritual
traditions and rare ce-
lestial phenomena, mil-
lions of seekers world-
widle are set to unite and
celebrate Maha Maha-
Sivratri 2025 on Febru-
ary 26, 2025. This year's
observance is uniquely
significant,  coinciding
with the Maha Kumbh
Mela in Prayagraj, India
- a massive pilgrimage
oceurring once every 12
years - and an extraor-
dinary planetary align-
ment that happens once
every 144 years, where
the Sun, Moon, Jupiter,
and Saturn synchronize,
creating an unparalleled
gateway for consecious-
ness expansion.

Leading this global
spu'nml event, Nandhi-
ji will host Maha Maha-
Sivratri World Yogi Day,
an immersive virtual in-
ner pilgrimage designed
to elevate consciousness,
unlock leadership po-
tential, and harness the
power of higher aware-
ness.

“This once-in-144-
years rare alignment of
cosmic events amplified
by Maha Kumbh Mela
where 600+ million

Successful organisaiton of Vidya Prakash
Conclave-25 under aegis of KR Mangalam University

Gurugram: K.R.
Mangalam  Universi-
ty proudly hosted the
prestigious “Vidva
Prakash Conclave-
25," on the theme of
“Excellence in School

Education Leader-
ship.” The conclave
witnessed the par-
licipation of distin-
guished principals

from leading schools
across India, who
shared their valuable
insights and experi-
ences in advancing
the field of education.
This event served as
a significant platform
for fostering leader-
ship and innovation in
education, while also
highlighting the im-
portance of inclusive-
ness in the sector.
The conclave shared
thoughts and experi-
ences towards devel-
oping the education
system and enhanc-
ing leadership skills.
On  this  occasion,
Dr. Raghuvir Singh,
Vice-Chancellor, K.
R. Mangalam Univer-
sity, while addressing

all the academicians
present in the con-
clave said, “The im-
portance of innova-
tion and leadership in
the field of education
is very important and
we have to incorpo-
rate traditional and
modern technologies
to make the future ed-
ucation system more
effective and  func-
tional. This conclave
provides a powerful
platform to our aca-
demia where ideas are
exchanged, and inno-

vative strategies are
discussed”.

During the con-
clave, panel discus-
sions were organized
in coordination with
Dr. Tania Gupta and
Dr. Mamta Shankar
in which in-depth dis-
cussions were held on
New Education Policy,
Digital Technology in
Education, Leader-
ship Development,
New Role of Teachers,
Value-Based Educa-
tion, and Use of Ad-
vanced Technologies

like Artificial Intelli-
gence in Education.
At the end of the con-
clave, 70 principals,
leading educationists
from across the coun-
try who have made
unparalleled contri-
butions in the field
of school education,
were felicitated in
various categories.

Dr  Rahul  Shar-
ma- Registrar, Di-
rector-LQAC, Dean
Academic Affairs, Di-
rector-International
Relations, Dean-Re-
search, Dean- Student
Welfare, Controller of
Examinations, Deans
of all faculties and Ms.
Sunita Sharma- Dep-
uty Director Admis-
sions were present in
the conclave.

K. Mangalam
University’s  “Vidya
Prakash Conclave- 25"
is a major step forward
in shaping the future
of school education
leadership, promoting
innovation, and em-
powering educators to
drive change for a bet-
ter tomorrow.

prayers converge along-
side the 12-year orbit of
planet Jupiter is exalt-
ed as the Guru, which
is constiousness. The
magnitude of grace of
this Maha MahaSivratri
can be activated by an-
yone ighting their
inner lamp. As with
the cleansing, renewal
and healing in the di-
vine rivers of the Maha
Kumbh Mela, we are
prepared to merge in
unions with Lord Siva.
‘Saivam vetri,’ a Tamil
expression  meaning
‘goodness  trinmphs™
said Nandhiji, founder
of World Yogi Day Ma-
haSivratri and CNESS,

a conscious social plat-
form fostering g]obal
enlightenment.

Inspired by the glob-
al recognition of Inter-
national Day of Yoga
by Prime Minister of
India, Shri Narendra
Modiji, and adopted
by the United Nations
in 2014, MahaSivratri
World Yogi Day cele-
brates  International
Yoga Day’s objective —
the empowerment and
attainment of higher
Consciousness to be
the Yogi, Lord Siva.
This global multi-day
virtual event is open to
all. Lvent dates: 26 and
28 February 2025.

Run/Walkathon event organized
in the area of Shahdara Traffic
Circle during Police Week

Ravi Dalmiya
New Delhi:

Run/Walkathon event
has been organized in
the area of Shahdara
Traffic Circle to make
people aware about
traffic rules and achieve
road safety goals. Peo-
ple from all sections
of society like Traffic
Inspector  Vikas  Ku-
mar, Bhavya Ramlila
Pradhan Satish Luthra,
students, businessmen,
working professionals,
police officers parlici-
pated. More than 125
participants took part
in the event.
Theeventstarted from

Gate No. 4 of Yamuna
Sports Complex, went
around Yamuna Sports
Complex and ended at
Gate No. 4 of Yamuna
Sports Complex. Par-
ticipants wore T-shirts
and caps with road
safety slogans and also
distributed pamphlets
to make people aware
about road safety rules.
The aim of this run/
walkathon event was to
educate people about
the dangers of careless
or irresponsible driving,

promote road safety
awareness and reduce
road accidents and
casualties.

“AAP will
announce LoP
after party
MLAs take oath
on Feb 24"
Gopal Rai

New Delhi:

AAP leader Gopal Rai
announced that the par-
ty has initiated the pro-
cess of restructuring its
core and frontal wings
following the Delhi As-
sembly election results.

Gopal Rai emphasised
the party’s commit-
ment to playing the role
of a strong opposition
and confirmed that the
oath-taking ceremo-
ny for all AAP MLAs is
scheduled for February
24, after which the party
will announce its Leader
of Opposition.

Addressing the media,
Gopal Rai revealed that
AAP has held a meeting
with state office bearers
from all its major wings,
including  the  Pur-
vanchal wing, auto wing,
and women's wing.

The meeting discussed
the ongoing restructur-
ing process within the
party’s main wing and
its other organisations
to strengthen their oper-
ations.

“Today, after the elec-
tion (Delhi Assembly)
results, we have held a
meeting with the state
office bearers of all the

frontal  organisations
of AAP, in which all our
major frontal organisa-
tions, Purvanchal wing,
auto wing, women'’s
wing have participated
today. We have started
the process of restruc-
turing the main wing.
Similarly, the party will
restructure  its  other
wings,” said Gopal Rai.

“Our legislative party
will raise its voice in the
House, similarly, our
wing in the society will
be given the responsibil-
ity to raise its voice on
those (promises made
by the elected govern-
ment in its manifesto)
points. AAP will further
intensify its prepara-
tions to play the role of
a strong positive opposi-
tion,” he added.

Govt examines
need for law to
regulate

digital content

CONTFROM PAGE-1

The ministry said
that many high courts
and the Supreme Court,
MPs and statutory bod-
ies like the National
Commission of Wom-
en have spoken on the
issue, which has made
headlines after the
tasteless comments of
social media influencer
Allahbadia drew wide
condemnation.

Criminal cases have
been registered against
him, and his apology
has done little to damp
down the controver-
sy. While the Supreme
Court granted him
protection  from ar-
rest, it also made very
critical observations at
his comments, deem-
ing them vulgar and a
product of "dirty mind"

which has "shamed"
the society.

The apex court also
flagged the “vacuum"

in law when it comes
to content on platforms
such as YouTube and
said "all kinds of things
were going on".

The ministry told the
committee that it will
submit a detailed note
after due deliberations.

The committee had
asked the ministry on
February 13 regarding
the amendments need-
ed in the existing laws
to clamp down on con-
troversial content in
the wake of the emer-
gence of new technol-
ogy and media plat-
forms.
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AAP Atishi writes to CM Rekha Gupta over Three gangsters arrested
promise of Rs 2,500 monthly aid for women

New Dellii
Delhi Chief

Minister and AAP

leader Atishi has

written a letter to
Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta, urging her to meet the
AAP legislative delegation
on February 23 to discuss
the implementation of the
o0 monthly scheme
for women, which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
promised during the elec-
tion campaign.

Extending her wishesto
CM Rekha Gupta on as-
suming office, Atishi,
her letter,r stated, "During
an election rally in Dwar-
ka on January 31, 2025,
Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi assured the mothers
and sisters of Delhi that
after the formation of a
BJIP government, the first
cabinet meeting would ap-
prove a Rs2500 per month
scheme for them. He had
said - 'This is Modi's guar-
antee."

However, Atishi pointed
out that the promised
scheme was not approved
despite the first cabinet

meeting being held on
February she further
stated, @ women of
Delhi trusted Modi Ji's
antee, and now they
1 deceived.”

Secking a meeting with
CM Rekha Gupta, she
wrote, "The AAP legisla-
tive delegation wishes to
meet you on February 23
to discuss this . On
behalf of lakhs of women
in Delhi, Thumbly request
you to spare some time
from your busy schedule

Delhi PWD Minister inspects
development projects

New Delhi

After assuming office of the
Public Works Department
(PWD), Minister Pravesh
Verma swung intoaction on
Saturday inspecting sever-
al important development
projects in the National cap-
ital alongside officials
wherein he reviewed the
progress of road construc-
tion and directed the offi-
cials to expedite the work.

During the inspection,
Minister Pravesh Verma
took stock of three impor-
tant projects. The first is
from Bhoro Marg to Sarai
Kale Khan where road
strengthening work is going
on till the ring road.

Thesecond is Barapullah
Phase-3 where road con-
struction work is going on
from Sarai Kale Khan to
Mayur Vihar. The third is
the review of the work of
Moolchand  underpass
pump upgradation.

Speaking to reporters
during the inspection, Ver-
ma said that many roads in
the city are in bad shape

with the presence of pot-
holes, The government is
working fast to make these
roads strong and traffic
friendly.

While discussing the
Barapullah Phase-3 proj-
ect, he said that this new
road to be built from Sarai
Kale Xhan to Mayur Vihar
will ease the traffic in Del-
hi and people will get relief
from traffic jams,

Moreover, he added that
the Moolchand underpass
faces s witerlogging
during the monsoon season.
The Minister directed offi-
cials to complete the pump
upgradation work soon so
that the drainage of rain-
water cun be smooth.

The minister said after

strueted to complete all the
projects within the stipu-
lated time. He said that the
Delhi government is paying
full attention to strength-
ening the roads and other
infrastriecture for the con-
venience of the public.

Delhi LG appoints BJP's
Arvinder Singh Lovely
as protem speaker

New Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena has ap-
pointed Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) Arvinder Singh
Lovely appomted as pro-
tem speaker.

The first session of the
Delhi legislative assembly
will be held on February
24, where the election of
the legislative assembly
speaker will be held at 2:00
PM.

Prior to this, the newly
elected MLAs will partici-
pate in the oath-taking cer-
emony at 11:00 in the
morning,

According to the Delhi
assembly bulletin, LG Sax-
ena will address the
sembly on February 27
ter which the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
reports will be tabled. Lat-
erin the day, the assembly
will be open for motion of
thanks on LG's address.

On February 26, the dis-
cussion on motion of
thanks on LG's address will
commence at 1100 AM,
after which the Deputy
Spreaker of the Delhi as-
sembly will be elected.

"Notice of motion for the
election of the speaker can
be given up to Saturday,
Fehruary 22, 2025, bafore
noon to the secretary, leg-
islative assembly,” the bul-
letin read.

BJP leader Rekha Gupta,

who tosk oath as Delhi
Chief Minister earlier on
Thursday, chaired the first
meeting of her cabinet
hours later and announced
two key decisions - to im-
plement the Ayushman
Bharat scheme with Rs 5
lakh top-up and table the
14 pending CAG reports in
the first sitting of Assem-
bly. Addressing a press
conference, Rekha Gup
f nounced portfolios
of her council of ministers.

She said that the Delhi
government will imple-
ment the Centre's flagship
scheme in the national cap-
ital. This was a pre-poll
promise of the BJP, which
had targeted the AAP gov-
ernment for not imple-
menting the scheme.

She also announced the
tabling of CAG reports,
which had not been tabled
by the AAP government.

"In the first Cabinet
meeting, we discussed and
passed two agendas - to
implement in Delhi the
Avushman Bharat scheme
with Rs 5 lakds top up and
tabling of 14 CAG reports in
the first seating of the As-
sembly. We will fulfil all the
commitments that we have
made to the people,” Rekha
Gupta said.

She said the Delhi gov-
ernment will pay for the
top-up and will sign a MoU
with the Centre.

sothat we can present our
case for conerete action
on this scheme,

Earlier on Friday, the
AAP leader held a press
conference, questioning
's commitment to
5, particularly
00 financial as-

scheme for

women.

During a press confer-
ence, Atishi said, "Tf Modi
ji's guarantee was real, the

heme would have

ScaNE IR Kade o ain thE
‘Watsapp chanael of nformution and
P Redatians DADAITDNL Wirvasa

been passed in the first
cabinet meeting. But on
her very first day as Chief
Minister, Rekha Gupta ex-
posed Modi ji's false
claims and proved that his
guarantee is no less than
“Jumla," Atishi said.
She further stated.
"Modi ji repeatedly as-
sured from every platform
that women would receive
Rsz,500, and even BJP
President JP Nadda said
inap conference that
the eme would be ap-

Seeking a meeting
with CM Rekha Gupta,
she wrote, "The AAP
legislative delegation
wishes to meet you on
February 23 to discuss
this issue. On behalf
of lakhs of women in
Delhi, | humbly re-
quest you to spare
some time from your
busy schedule so that
we can present our
case for concrete ac-
tion on this scheme."

proved in the first cabinet
meeting. However, this
has not happened.”

"Meodi ji also promised
that the Rs2,500 amount
would be sferred to
women's bank accounts
by March 8. I want to ask
Rekha Gupta--will she
once again prove Modi ji's
guarantee to be false on
March 87" Atishi ques-
tioned on Friday.

after gunfight in Delhi

New Delhi
The Crime Branch of the
Delhi Police on Saturday ar-
rested three members of the
Himanshu Bhau and Neer-
aj Bawana gang following an
encounter that prevented a
potential firing incident in-
tended totake revenge and
extort money in Rohini,
North West Dethi.

The arrests led to the
seizure of a sophisticated
pistol, two country-made
pistols, and five bullets. One
arrested gangsters
was involved in making ex-
tortion calls to a politician,
the police said.

The action followed a tip-
off regarding the movement
of shooters towards Bawana
in puter North Delli on a
muotorcycle with the intent to
carry out a shootout, said
Additional Commissioner of
Police (Crime) Sanjuy Bha-
tia.

The Additional Commis-
sioner of Police further said
that around 1030 pm on
Friday, a police team inter-
cepted the ariminals on a
100-foot road in Rohini, fol-

The action followed a
tip-off regarding the
movement of shooters
towards Bawana in
outer North Delhiona
motorcycle with the
intent to carry outa
shootout, said Addi-
tional Commissioner
of Police (Crime) San-
jay Bhatia.

the palice. In retaliation, the
police fired at them, causing
injury toone of the ariminals
‘who was hit by a bullet in his
leg. Subsequently, they were

overpowened and arrested,
he added.

During inferrogation, one
of the suspects, Atul, dis-
closed that he was arrested
in 2016 in connection with a
case related to the murder of
an individual. Later, he met
Neeraj Bawana and Naveen
in the prison. He also dis-
closed that he made extor-
tion and threat calls to a
Bawana politician from the
prison to influence a key
witness in the murder case,

Bhatiasaid that the other
two arrested shooters were
involved in murder, rob-
bery, and snatching cases,
among othe;

o ¢ lowing which they fired at
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Mahakumbh Mela is
rooted in Hindu mythol-
ogy and scriptures, with
its origins traced to
the Samudra Manthan
(churning of the ocean).
According to legend,
when the divine nectar
(amrit) was being trans-
ported by celestial be-
ings, a few drops fell at
four places—Prayagraj,
Haridwar, Nashik, and
Ujjain—where Kumbh
Melas are now held.
Among them, the Ma-
hakumbh in Prayagraj is
the most significant, oc-
curring every 12 years.
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Mahakumbh: India’s Grand Spiritual
Confluence and Economic Powerhouse

ahakumbh
Mela, the
world’s largest

religious gathering, is
a testament to India’s
deep  spiritual  roots
and economic poten-
tial. Held every twelve
years in P graj, the
festival draws millions
of devotees, saints, and
tourists from across the
globe. While it is pri-
marily a spiritual event,
its impact extends far
beyond religious signifi-
cance—it plays a crucial
role in India’s economy,
fosters social harmo:
and reinforces In
soft power. The success-
ful organization of Ma-
hakumbh, particularly
under the Uttar Pradesh
government, has made it
a model for event man-
agement and economic

benefits,  significantly
contributing to the GDP.
Having personally

visited Prayagraj and
observed both the inte-
riors and exteriors of the
Kumbh arrangements, I
can affirm that the Uttar
Pradesh government's
efforts under Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath
were commendable. The
festival was managed
with an exceptional
level of efficiency, en-
suring smooth logistics,
hygiene, and security,
making it a benchmark
for other large-scale
global events.

Historical and Reli-
gious Significance of
Mahakumbh Mela:

Mahakumbh Mela is
rooted in Hindu my-
thology and scriptures,
with its origins traced to
the Samudra Manthan
(churning of the ocean).
According to legend,
when the divine nectar
(amrit) was being trans-
ported by celestial be-
ings, a few drops fell at
places—Prayagraj,
Haridwar, Nashik, and
jjain—where ~Kumbh
Melas are now held.
Among them, the Ma-
hakumbh in Prayagraj
is the most significant,
oceurring every 12 years.

For centuries, Maha-
kumbh has been a melt-
ing pot of Indian tradi-
tions, bringing together
sadhus, spiritual seekers,
and devotees irrespec-
tive of caste, creed, or
economic  background.
The ritualistic holy dip
in the sacred confluence
of the Ganga, Yamuna,
and the mythical Sar-
aswati is believed to
cleanse sins and grant
salvation.

Mahakumbh as an
Economic Driver:

While  Mahakumbh
Mela is deeply spiritual,
its economic impact is
staggering. The 2025
Kumbh in Prayagraj
contributed an estimat-

ed 1.2 lakh crore ($17
billion) to the Indian
economy, surpassing the
GDP of several small na-
tions. The festival gen-
erates direct and indi-
rect employment across
various sectors, includ-
ing tourism, transport,
hospitality, food, handi-

crafts, and ‘media.

Tourism Boom and
Hospitality Industry:

The influx of domes-
tic and internation-
al visitors transforms
Prayagraj into a vibrant
economic  hub.  Ho-
tels, guesthouses, and
homestays  experience
an unprecedented surge
in  bookings, creating
employment for thou-
sands of locals. The hos-
pitality industry, includ-
ing restaurants, dhabas,
and street food vendors,

tion: Mahakumbh pro-
vides employment op-
portunities to thousands,
from security personnel
and healthcare workers
to temporary event staff.
Event management
firms, cleaning agencies,
and logistics companies
experience a surge in

emand, contributing to
job creation.

Contribution to In-
dia’s GDP: With millions
of pilgrims, tourists, and
businesses  participat-
ing, Mahakumbh plays a
pivotal role in economic
growth. The spending
during the festival fuels
consumption, increases
tax revenues, and en-
hances trade, directly
contributing to India's
GDP. Government in-
vestments infrastruc-
ture and tourism promo-
tion further stimulate

sees ial growth,
with revenue reaching
record levels.

Small-Scale Busi-
nesses and Local Ar-
tisans:

Mahakumbh offers a
lucrative platform for
small businesses and
artisans se]hng l?]lg‘lolh
artifacts,

activity, with
ripple effects ]amno be-
yond the event.

Mahakumbh and So-
cial Harmony: One of the
most striking aspects of
Mahakumbh is its abili-
ty to unite people across
social, economic, and
religious  divides. Un-
llke many olher gather-

h does

backgrounds engage in
discussions on philos-
ophy, yoga, and Indi-
an heritage, promoting
interfaith dialogue and
cultural exchange. The
presence of internation-
al visitors also bolsters
India’s soft power and
global cultural influence.

Yogi Adityanath; The
Architect of Modern
Kumbh’s Success:

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has played
a transformative role
in making Mahakumbh
a global event. Under
his leadership, the Ut-
tar Pradesh government
executed a meticulously
planned and flawlessly
managed event.

Efficient  Infrastrue-
ture and Public Servic-
es.The 2025 Kumbh
was one of the most
well-organized in histo-
v, with state-of-the-art
amenities, clean and
well-maintained  ghats,
improved roads, and un-
interrupted  electricity.
The seamless coordina-
tion between different
administrative  depart-
ments ensured a has-
sle-free experience for
pilgrims.

Security and Crowd
Management:  Manag-
ing over 240 million
visitors is no small feat.
The state government
deployed advanced se-
curity mechanisms, in-
cluding Al-based crowd
control, facial recog-
nition cameras, and
drones for aerial moni-
toring. Over 20,000 po-
lice personnel ensured
law and order, making
it one of the safest large-
scale events in the world,
Hygiene and Cleanliness
Drive One of the most
appreciated aspects of
Yogi Adityanath’s man-
was the em-

beads, idols, hdnd\w\en
textiles, and other cul-
tural items. Street ven-
dors and handicraft
makers thrive as visi-
tors purchase souvenirs,
contributing to rural
economic growth.

Transport and Infra-
structure Development:
The event necessitates
large-scale  infrastruc-
ture de\e]opment in-
cluding improved roads,
sanitation facilities, dig-
ital connectivity, and
expanded railway and

airport services. These
upgrades not only ben-
efit Kumbh visitors but
also enhance long-term
connectivity
nomic

and eco-
the
ser-
tax-

activity in
Transport
including
s, rickshaws, and boat
ndes. experience a sig-
nificant rise in demand,
directly benefiting the
local population.

Employment Genera-

Ings,

not distinguish between
rich and poor—everyone
partakes in the same rit-
uals, stands in the same
quules, and bathes in
the same sacred waters.
This unique character-
istic strengthens India’s
unity in diversity.

Caste and Social Bar-
riers Diminish: People
from all backgrounds,
including Dalits, Brah-
mins, traders, and labor-
ers, gather to participate
in the festival, fostering
social inclusivity. The
egalitarian nature of
the event reinforces the
core principles of India's
spiritual traditions—
equality and universal
brotherhood.

Religious  Pluralism
and Cultural Exchange:
While Mal mbh is a
Hindu festival, its appeal
transcends religious
boundaries.  Scholars,
spiritual leaders, and
tourists from diverse

phasis on cleanliness.
The government set up
1.22 lakh toilets, intro-
duced efficient waste
disposal  mechanisms,
and ensured Swachh
Bharat guidelines were
strictly followed. This
was a significant depar-
ture from previous edi-
tions, making Kumbh an
eco-friendly event.

Promotion of Digital
and Smart Kumbh: The
integration of technolo-
gy played a crucial role
in  Kumbh's success.
Digital signages, mobile
apps, and live stream-
ing enhanced the visi-
tor experience, helping
pilgrims navigate the
city efficiently. This dig-
ital transformation po-
sitioned Mahakumbh as
a smart religious festival
in modern India .

Several  prominence
personalities and other
wips resonance among
the masses.Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi's
Sacred Dip

On February 5, 2025,
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Medi took a holy dip
at the Triveni Sangam in
Prayagraj, accompanied
by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. This act un-
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ernment’s commitment
to preserving cultural
traditions. President
Droupddl Murmu’s Par-
ticipation

President Droupa-
di Murmu graced the
Mahakumbh with her
presence on February
10, 2025, performing
the sacred ritual at the
Sangam. Her involve-
ment highlighted the
festival’s spiritual sig-
nificance at the highest
echelons of governance.

Other Political Lu-
minaries

The event also saw
participation from
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, numerous
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Union MJmstem, and
Chief from
various states, all par-
taking in the holy dip.
Their collective involve-
ment not only amplified
the festival’s stature but
also fostered a sense of
unity and shared cultur-
al pride among the pop-
ulace.

A way forward

Mahakumbh Mela
is not just a religious
congregation but a phe-
nomenon that shapes
India’s economy, social
fabric, and global cultur-
al identity. It showcases
India’s ability to manage
an event of unparalleled
scale while fostering eco-
nomic growth, employ-
ment, and social harmo-
ny. The Uttar Pradesh
government’s remarka-
ble execution under Yogi
Adityanath’s leadership
has further cemented
Mahakumbh’s position
as India’s most success-
ful religious festival in
modern history.

As someone who per-
sonally witnessed the
grandeur of the arrange-
ments in Prayagraj, I can
say that Mahakumbh
2025 promises to be an
even more spectacular
event. The synergy of
tradition and modernity
makes it an exemplary
model for large-scale
event management
worldwide. In a rapidly
globalizing world, Ma-
hakumbh remains a
shining example of In-
dia’s spiritual strength
and economic resilience.

(The writer is an Edi-
tor, STAR Views)

Trump’s Gaza P

S president Don-
ald Trump's
proposal to an-

nex the Gaza Strip and
transfer its two million
Palestinian inhabitants
to Egypt and Jordan
has provoked a predict-
able outery. Virtually all
Arab states, led by Saudi
Arabia, oppose the idea.
Human rights organiza-
tions and international
lawyers note its viola-
tion of international law.

By contrast, most
Israelis  welcome the
proposal, and its sup-
porters point to prece-
dents from the first half
of the last century: the
Turkish-Greek popula-
tion exchange of 1923,
the millions of ethnic
Germans expelled from
Eastern Europe at the
end of World War II,

and the partition of In-
dia in 1947. Ruling out
the transfer of Palestin-
ians indicates a double
standard against Israel,
they complain.

Five historical truths
are required to make
sense of this debate.
These truths are not
proof of a double stand-
ard but evidence of how
the restraints imposed
by the global order
founded eighty years
ago have eroded. That
order, however, did lit-
tle to prevent repeated
mass expulsions. If the
emerging order repeats
the violent logies of na-
tion-state consolidation
and imperial statecraft,
it will lay bare the con-
ditions that under-
pinned the founding of

states after the World
Wars, especially in the
Global North. It is no
accident that African
states, the Gambia and
South Africa, are among
the strongest defenders
of the norm against eth-
nic cleansing and geno-
cide.

One truth is that
large-scale population
expulsions have indeed
been a feature of impe-
rial statecraft and na-
tion-state  foundation
for at least two hundred
years. Multination-
al empires deported
peoples when it suited
their security interests.
The new nation-states
carved out of them ex-
pelled “alien” peoples

i

lan

homogeneity, access to
resources, and sense of
security.

Indigenous  peoples
in the Americas and
colonial Australia were
shunted off to unwant-
ed land when they were
not outright massa-
cred. In the struggle
with Greek Orthodox
insurgents to establish
a Greek nation-state in
the 1820s, Ottoman au-
thorities contemplated
expelling them to Egypt,
while the Greeks set out
to remove all Muslims
from the Peloponnese
as well as massacring
many. In the 1860s and
1870s, the Russian Em-
pire induced the flight
of thousands of Muslim

that tk their
ideal of demographic

Cir into the Ot-
toman Empire as it con-

quered Black Sea terri-
tory, settling Greeks in
their stead.

In subsequent dec-
ades, hundreds of
thousands of Ottoman
Muslims were expelled
or fled from Christian
Balkan states after
they defeated Ottoman
forces in establishing
nation-states. ~ When
Greece absorbed the
largely Jewish and
Muslim Ottoman city of
Salonika during the Bal-
kan Wars in 1912, it set
about “Hellenizing” the
place with Greeks from
Turkey.

THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

If one thing that will
ever make a difference in
someone’s life is not how
smart-mouth you are but
how sweet-heart you are,
if one think that would
ever make a difference
in someone’s life is not
how much you could im-
press someone but how
well you cared someone,
if one thing that would
ever make a difference
in someone’s life is not
how much favour you got
but how much favour you
gave to ones who didn't
have any. Have your own
rules of life but most
importantly, believe in
them. Words we speak
out of our ego are meant
to be overheard, actions
we take out of our ego
are meant to be ignored,
things we give out of our
ego meant to be passed
on.

You have to be different
to make a difference in
vour life but you don’t
have to be different to
make a difference in
someone else’s life. You
can be just you and they
will be no more they, you
can just smile and they

will fall in love, you can
just hug and they will
forever be yours. When
your love is not working
for someone you want to
give then give it to some-|
one who wants to receive,
when your wealth is not
making someone you
want to make then give
it to someone who lacks
it great. Say good words
because they don’t hurt,
be nice because that is
how you were, be kind
because it is vanishing
from the world. You don't
have to have a perfect
reason to do good things,
to do good things even
bad excuses are accept-|
ed. Making a difference is
not always making things
different, it is sometimes
keeping things from
being different that is
beautiful, it is sometimes
stopping things from
changing to different that
is best in form.

Moral: The best way
to make a difference
is knowing what
needs to be different
and then helping it to
be different.
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Double-engine govt will boost spiritual
eco-tourism in UP: CM Adityanath

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP)

ttar Pradesh Chief
Minister

Yogi

that the double-engine gov-
ernment will drive devel-
opment in spiritudl and eco-
tourism, creatingample em-
ployment opportunities.
He made the statement
while inaugurating and lay-
ing the foundation for 373
development projects worth
Rs 1,622 crores at Rajendra
Giri Memaorial Stadium in
Gola Gokarnath, Lakhim-

pur Kheri including Goln /w

Gokarnath Shiva Temple
Corridor.

As per a prress statement,
Adityanath while addressing
the gathering emphasised,
“Lakhimpur Kheri is no

longer a backward district.
The fertile land here is like
gold."

He highlighted the dis-
trict's transformation from

Punjab CM flags off 216
State-of-the-Art machines

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Punjab Chief Minister
t Singh Mann on

Bhag
Saturday. Hagged off 216
state-of-the-art machines
including super suction-
cum-jetting machines to
give a push to the cleaning

of sewage lines in seven
districts ensuring better

—_—
The Chief Minister

alsa stressed that the
Punjab government is
prioritizing the clean-
liness of its cities and
will soon equip all
urban areas with such
modern tools. He ac-

sanitation across eities, knowledged that the
Addressing the gathering -

4t Ranbir College after the :ais(lng ”““:ﬂnn iy

flagging off ceremony, the structure has not

Chief Minisi kept pace with the

a:cm t ‘m Ll fad

dta costof Rs 14,30 crore, =

will be deployed i seven leading to sanitation

districts including Sangrur,  challenges in larger

Barnala, Bathinda, cities.

Malerkotla, Mansa, Patiula
and Fatehgarh Sahib. He
further announced that
730 additibnal machines
have been procured at a
cost of Rs 40 crore to im-
prove sanitation facilities
invarious cities across the
state.

The Chief Minister em=
phasized that these ultra-
modern super suction-
cum-jetting machines will
significantly aid in cleaning
sewage lines in urban ar-
eas. He highlighted that
with the introduction of
these machines, sanitation
workers will no longer
need to enter manholes
manually as they will be
trained to operate the
equipments efficiently.
Bhiagwant Singh Mann
stated that these advanced
madliines will effectively
address sewage-related is-
sues bringing much-need-
ed relief to city residents.

The Chief Minister also
stressed that the Pul.\Jdii
government is prioritizing
the cleanliness of its cities
and will soon equip all ur-
ban areas with such mod-
ern tools. He acknowl-
¢dged that the existing san-
itation infrastructure has
not kept pace with the
growing population leading
to sanitation challenges in
larger cities. The Chief
Minister assured lhut the

viduals with vested inter-
ests had created impedi-
ments to the college's con-
struction for personal
gains, but these barriers
have been successfully re-
moved through govern-
ment efforts. He empha-
sized that the construction
of the college will begin
very soon and disclosed
plans to establish three
new medical colleges
across the state. These in-
stitutions will enable local
studentsto pursue medical
education and serve in the
healtheare sector within
their own regions.

In a significant move to
support youth empower-
ment, the Chief Minister
announced the establish-
ment of eight UPSC coach-
ing centers in Punjab with
one of these centers to be
opened in Sangrur. Each
center will be equipped
with a library, hostel and
other essential facilities to
provide quality lrammgl'ur

its past, noting that when
the country gained inde-
pendence, Lakhimpur Kheri
lagged in development.
Malaria was o major is-

sue, and Dudhwa National
Park lacked proper access.
However, now, even an ai
pert is being developed in
Palia.

The chief minister also
nutlined steps for address-
ing the region’s flood chal-
lenges, including measures
to implement flood preven-
tion and dver channeliza-
tion, without any hindrances
from the NGT or other an-
thorities.

Adityanath said, "The
double-engine government
will increase the develop-
ment of spiritual and eco-
tourism, and ensure that
there is no shortage of em-
ployment.”

He also mentionéd that
Lakhimpur Kheri's fertile
land is a major asset and
highlighted the inauguri-
tion of projects worth Rs
4,500 crares in the district,
including the Gola Gokar-
nath temple comidor and

India’s first PLA (bioplastic
manufacturing) plant by
Balrampur Sugar Mill Lim+
ited. He lso referred to the
Rs 2,850 crore plastic plant
being set up in Kumbhi.

In addition, he an-
notnced the inauguration of
Dudhwa National Park and
the commencemen of &
medical college in the dis-
trict. He praised Prime Min-
ister Modi for promoting
products from the Tharu
tribe that preserve their cul-
ture and noted that public
representatives are com-
mitted to supporting devel-
opment ¢fforts,

The event was attended
by Tourism and Culture
ster Ja Singh, Ex-
el Minis in Agarwil,
and Gola \lL’\ Aman Giri.

Books are our true friends, it helf to
become successful in life: Chandershekhar

Rajan Punchhi
Mandi
Books are our true friends,
those wha be friended books
became successful in life,
said MEA Chandershaldyar.
He was speaking over the
annual prize distribition cer-
emony of Vallabh College
Mandi on Saturday.
Chandérshekhar has-called
foracampaign in colleges to
save students from drug ad-
diction, For this, e said that
micro planning should be
done in colleges to form
small groups of students and
these groups, stu-

1f any unwanted activity of
a student in the group is
brought to the notice of vour
professors. He said that our
vouth is getting trapped in
drug addiction by coming
under the influence of anti-
social elements; The state
government is taking strict
steps to prevent this.

CM Mann hands over
cheque worth Rs. 1 crto
family of Shaheed constable

Bhawanigarh

The Punjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Minn on Sat-

urday handed over chegue

warth Rs 1 crore to the

family of martyr as a mark
pe

The ¢ Minister said
that Constable Harshveer
Singh had attained mar-
tyrdom while performing
his duty in Sadak Surkhya
Force. He sdid that Rs 1
crore has been given as
ex-gratia by state govemn-
ment whereas another pay-
ment of insurance cover
worth Rs 1 erore had heen
made by the HDFC bank.
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that this initiative is in
recognition of the immense
contribution of this son of
soil towards discharging
his duty in the state.

The Chief Mmister said
that the state government
is duty bound to help the

families of the soldiers wha
sacrifice their life at the
altar of motherland. He
said that financial assis-
tance to family of martyr
Harshveer Singh is in con-
sonance with the commit-
ment of the state govern-
ment to ensure the well
being of the soldiers (from
Armed forces, paramili-
tary and Police) and their
Tamilies, He haped that
this humble mitiative by
the state will go a long way
in helping the aggrieved
family on one hand and
securing their future on
the other.

He said that students
should spend as much time
as possible in the library.
‘The one who has the most
eorrect information will be
successful in e He said that
the present time is going
through serious climate
change. When [ was studying
in this college, schentists used
to tell that if we do not take
strict steps to stop climute
change, then in the coming
time there will be cold in
summer and heat in winter.

Today we are suffering the
u)lw.quulcu\ 0F this, He
stres eefforts

wstop climate change Chan-
dershekhar remembered the
tedchers from whom he stud-
ied on this occasion and said
that whatever [ am today is
all because of them. He ap-
pealed to the students to fol-
low the path shown by their
teachers, only then they will
be able to move furwand in
Tife.

On this occasion, the MLA
honored the students who
were top in academic, sports,
cultuml, NOC an
tivities. He also relensed the
handbook nl’ lln- College
Alumni As

JP Nadda an

d CM Yogi

take holy dip at Sangam

Mahakumbh Nagar

BJP National President
JP Nadda, accompanied
by his family, teok a sa-
ered dip at Triveni
Sangam on Saturday, em-
bracing the spiritual
essence of Mahakumbh.
Before the holy bath, he
was joined by Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, BIP
State President Bhupen-
dra Singh Chaudhary,
Cabinet Minister
Swatantra Dev Singh,
Minister Nand Gopal
Gupta  "Nandi, and
revered spiritual leader
Satuwa Baba.

The Nadda family also
offered a sacred ‘chunari’
to Mai Ganga, praying
for the welfare of all. JP
Nadda arrived in Praya-
graj on Saturday with his
family, where he was
“drmh weleomed by CM
Yogi Adi yanath at the
Triveni Sankul in Ma-
haKumbh Nagar. From
there, the leaders pro-
ceeded to the sacred
Sangam via a floating jet-
ty from Arail Ghat.

Amid the serene wa-
ters, the BJP National
President, alongside CM

Yogi and his fami
the Siberian migratory
bivds—a wthElL gesture
of peace and harmony.

Following this, he first
took a collective holy dip
with BJP leaders before
performing rituals and
immersing himself in the
sacred waters with his
wife and family members.
s the leaders partici-
pated in the sacred bath,
a massive crowd of deva-
tees present at (he
Sangam chanted “Jai Shri
Ram" and "Har Har
Gange” in their honor.
After the ritualistic dip,
Nadda, CM Yogi. and oth-
er BIP leaders performed
aspecial puja dedicated to
Maa Ganga, seeking
blessings for the prosper-
ity and well-heing of the
people.

The delegation then
proceedud to the revered
Bade Hanuman Mandir,
where they offered
pravers to the deity. Con
tinuing their s
journey,
and worshiped the sacred
Akshayavat tree, a signif-
icant pilgrimage site be-
lieved ta grant eternal
blessings.

CM Saini slams opposmon on neponsm & regionalism

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Harvana Chiel Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said that
nepotism and regionalism
wete widespread in previous
Congress led governments.
He pointed out that devel-
opment projects were only
carried outin areas where the
Chief Minister hailed from,
leaving other regions neg-
lected. The BJP government
has worked to eliminate
these practioes at their roots.
The current government is
committed to ensuring equal
development across all aneas
with the pace of progress ac-
celerating statewide. Noarea
remains untouched by de-
velopment, with the con-
struction of a whust road

network underway.

e Chief Minister muade
these remarks while ad-
dressing the gathering at a
function held in Barara, Am-
bala district, on Saturday.

Nayab Singh Saini further

suring equal distribution of
development ACTOSS
Haryana. He assured that
thee is no dearth of funds for
thess initiatives. Inaddition,
he highlighted that the youth
are now seeuring jobs that
align with their gualifica-
tions, and their trust in the
government has grown sig-
nificantly.

e saidl that the resolution
set by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to transform India
nto & developed nation by
2047 must be fulfilled. To-
day, citizens are directly ben-
efiting from the welfare
schemes of both the Central
and State Governments. Peo-

said that the "doubl
gme" government at both
the Centre and the stateis en-

With People's support, a strong triple engine
govt to be formed in Haryana: CM Saini

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said
that the people’s support is
with the BIP, and a strong.
triple-engine government
will be formed in l{dn

competitive
Bhagwant Singh Mann
stressed that these centers
will ensure that Punjab's
vouth dre well<pregiared to
excel in national-level ex-
ams,

The Chief Minister also
praised the success of the
'"PAHEL Project’ in San-
wrur distriet, which is eco-

government is
to resolving these issues
by providing new machin-
ery and ensuring proper
sanitation facilities across
the state.

The Chief Minister an-
nowunced that all abstacles
hindering the estublish-
ment of & medical college
in Sangrur have been re-
solved and the project will
commence shortly. He re-
vedled that certain indi-

nomically emp ring
women by enabling them
to manufacture uniforms
for government and pri-
vate schools in villages. He
highlighted that ﬂn‘s ini-
tiative has brought signif-
icant financial benefits to
women and announced
plans to replicate this mod-
el across the state. The go
is to-make women, partic-
ularly those in rural areas,
financially self-reliant.

during the
eloctions. The state g(l\'-
ernment has always prior-
itized development and
public welfare. It remaing
fully committed to safe-
guarding the interests of
every section of society.
The Chief Minister made
these remarks while ad-
dressing the gathering ata
program held in Yamu-
nanagar on Saturday. Ear-
lier, he paid his respects at
the Pracheen Devi temple
and Shri Kheda Maharaj
Ji's shrine, offering pravers
for the well-being and
prosperity of the people.
He said that the current
stite government is con-
stently working towards
lhz progress and uplift-
ment of all of Haryana and
every Harvanvi, in line

with' Prime Minister Sh
Narendra Modi's vision,
"Sabka Santh-Sabka Vikas"
and principle of "Haryana
Ek-Haryanvi Ek." e fur-
ther said that after the
civic elections, develap in
the state will be ensured at
three times the speed.
Speaking to media per-
sons after the program,
the Chief Minister said
that the public is highly
satisfied with the poll
and development initin-
tives of the current gov-
ernment, With tremen-

de

dous puhln. support for
the BJP in the cvic elec-

tions, he assured that the
party will secure i historic
vietory, leading to the for-
mation of a strong triple
engine government in
Haryana,

The Chief Minister
added that the formation
of a streamlined govern-
ment will not enly aceel-
erate the pace of develop-
ment but also ensure that
the people divectly benefit
from government
sehemes.

ple's lives have b
convenient. as they no longer
have tostand in long (ueues

Yogi govt gears up for
seamless crowd management
ahead of Mahashivratri Snan

Mahalumbh Nagar

As the grand and divine Ma-
hakumbh 2025 enters its fi-
nal phasie, preparations for
thelast major bathing dayon
Mahashivratd (Felruary 26)
arein full swing. Every day,
crores of devotees are flock-
ing to Prayagraj to lal
holy dip in the sacred Trivem
Sangdm before the grand
conclusion.

for services. The online
process hits introditced trans-
parency, ensuring timely de-
Tivery of benefits Lo the pub-
Tie.

The Chief Minister also
‘highlighted that the current
state govemment has worked
diligently to implement the
promises made in the
Sunkalp Patra (I\mng s 100-
day

ioes are now available in gov-
ertument haspitals. Continu-
ous_efforts are also being
made for the empowerment
of wormen.

He further sad thal pres-
ent governmenis committed
to the upliftment of all sec-
tions of society. Efforis are
consistently underway for
the welfare of farmers.

dented participation ex-
pacted, the Yogi government
is leaving no stone unturned
1o make the last holy dip a
historic and well-organized
event.

Haryana is the first state to
guarantee the purchase of
all crops at Minimum Sup-
puart Price (MSP), Moreover,
payments for farmers' crops
arebeing madedirectly into
their accounts within the
preseribed time frame. He
also said that the govern-
ment is working to make the
dream of affordable housing
a reality for the underprivi-
leged. As paut of this initia-
tive, 15,230 eligible benefici-
aries have been allocated 30-
vard plots under the housing
scheme.
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We struggled to
impose our
game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
Jos Buttler

Champions Trophy: India aim for semifinal,
Pakistan eye survival in marquee clash

B While India are on high after claiming measured six-wicket win over sprightly Bangladesh,
Pakistan are evidently tense after 60-run loss in tournament-opener against New Zealand

Dubai

yped as a marquee show-

down but mostly lopsided on

the fidld, India and Pakistan

lock horns i the 1CC Cham-
pions Trophy here on Sundaywith Ro-
hit Sharma's men aiming to seal a
semifinal spot and Mohammad
Rizwan's team desperate to avoid ear-
Iy elimination from the tournament.

While India areon a high after claim-
ing a measured six-wicket win over a
sprightly Bangladesh, Pakistan are ev-
idently tense after the 60-run loss in the
tournament-opener against New

“Thesub-continental rivals’ last Chan-
pion Trophy clash was the 2017 final in
which Pakistan walked away with the
win and the trophy. Rizwan and Co.
woild look to draw inspiration from that
triumph in London but would also
need to seale up their performance in
every department.

Though the buzz surounding the
wiatch is nowhere close 1o being what it
used to beat the peak of diplomatic ten-
sions between the two countries, there
is an air of quiet anticipation for the
Group A clash at the Dubai Intemational
Cricket Stadium,

Indiawill havea distinet advantage in
everyaspect Theside has settled in nice
Ty while Pakistan have flown in a couple
of davs ago after the drubbing handed
by the Black Caps in Karachi,

More often than not, an Indis-Pak-
istan clash is as much a battle of nerves
as cricketing abilities and India would
be in a much better space ‘on both
counts come Sunday afiernoon,

For starters, skipper Rohit, whose
form was a major concernin the run-up
to the tournament, seems to be getting

Dravid returns to
play for 3rd-division
club alongside
younger son Anvay

Bengaluru

Legendary Indian cricketer Rahul
Dravid, who last played a profession-
al et match back in 2014 and
concluded his coaching stint with
‘Feam Indin, made his retum to the
sport to take part in 2024-25 S Nas-
sur Memorial Shield For Group I-IT1
Division tournament along with his son
Anvay.

Dravid played for Vijaya Cricket
Club against Young Lions Club at the
SLS Kreedangana ground during this
Ho-over competition, walking out to bat
at number six in the first innings,
with his son batting at the other end.
This was a rare instance of a father son
duo playing a game of cricket togeth-
er, as per Wisden.

Dravid made 10 runs in eight balls
before being dismissed by AR Ullas,
with his brief knock having a bound-
ary. He coritributed a partnershipof 15
runs in 17 balls with his son, who
seored 58 in 60 balls, with eight fours.
His feammate Swapnil Yelave top
seored with 107 in 50 balls, with the
«club making 345/7 in their 50 overs.

Thisisnot the first time Dravid has
featured in a club game after retiring.
Following his intemnational retirement
in 2013, a couple of months after
pulling down curtains on his interna-
tional career, Dravid went back to his
roots, donning the colours of his child-
hood club, the Banglalore United
Cricket Club. He made a crucial cen-
tury for the team and prevented their
relegation from the competition.

Dravid also has hiselder son Samit,
who was picked for India Under-19
squad last Angust. He also featured in
Tust year's Maharajs T20 Trophy last
senson, scoring 82 runs in seven
matches.

beick to his best if the lucid stroke-
making against Bangladesh was any-
thing togo by.

His 41-run cameo wasa erucial con-
tribution in the tricky chase of 229
which was masterfully anchored by
Shubman Gill with his eighth OD1 hun-
dred.

Incontrast, Pakistan would be fretting
over the form and approach of their
biggest star Babar Azam, The go-ball 64
against New Zealand in a chase of 320
hasbeen roundly eritivised forbemg too
slow.

Azam's inability to accelerate even
when the asking rate kept climbing
has come under serutiny and he would
be under tremendous pressure against
India.

Adding to their woes is the injury-
foreed ouster of game-changing open-
er Falkhar Zaman from the squad. Imam
ul Haq has replaced him in the side and
has joined the squad here.

However, middle-order batter
Khushdil Shah's counter-attacking 69 in
the tournament-opener is a positive.
Shah has amusingly stated that he has
no idea how he made the squad given his
lean vun in the recent piast but Pakistan
would be happy that the pum has paid
off

Pakistan would also be hoping to
provea paint by getting the betterof In-
dis, who refused to ravel across the bor-

herv too Pokistan have lots to ponder af
ter the hammering that the Shaheen
Afridi-led attack took from the Kiwis.

On the other hand, India have a fit-
again and in-form Mohammed Shami,
who is being brilliantly backed up by
Harshit Rapa. Shami’s fifer against
Bangladesh ensured that India did not
miss injured talisman Jasprit Bumrah
just yet.

All-rounder Hardik Pandya has al-
ways turned up with his best against
Pakistan in major ICCtournaments, He
\«11[ be hoping to make up for the 2017

ions Trophy final disappoint-
mml where he fought as nlum- warrior
for India but failed to take his team over
theline.

Indisare likely to continue with their
winning combination and remain un-

changed,
The spin Lnu of Kuldeep Yadav,
Ravindra Jadeja, and Axar Patel will be

included once again on the tweaker-
friendly surface to exploit the conditions.

Squads:

India: Rohit Sharma (captain),
Shubman Gill (vice captain), Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iver, KL Rahul (wicketkeeper),
Hardik Pandva, Axar Patel, Washington
Sundar, Kuldeep Yadav, Jasprit Bum-

der for the which is other-
wise wholly schieduled in Karachi, La-
hore and Rawalpindi.

“The man who is feeling the heat in the
Indian team right now is Virat Kohli af-
ter yet agiin failing to convert & firly de-
cent start. His focus hasn't looked the
same for a while but Kohli does isve the
lenack of coming up with special efforts
against Pakistan.

However, in the larger scheme of
things, it could well boil down to key
defining moments from the bowlers and

KKR's domestic contingent begin
pre-season preparations in Mumbal

Mumba

Indian Premier League's (IPL) de-
fending champions Kolkata Knight
Riders (KKR) have kickstarted their
preparations for the 18th season with
aweek-long iaining camp in Mumbai,

before their Kolkata leg of the main pre-
towrnament camp begins in March. The:
angoing program aims to bring to-
gether their core domestic talent for sev-
endays of comprehensive training and
team bonding activities, aecordingto a
release from KKR-

The camp, which runs from Febru-
ary 21-28, features nine of KKR's do-
mestic players, focusing on building ear-
ly muomentum ahead of the upesming
season. Leading the pack is Venkatesh
Tyer, alongside Rinku Singh, Raman-
deep Singh, Vaibhav Arora and others.
‘The camp also features young talents
like Angkrish Raghwvanshi, who hadan
impressive debut season in 2024, and
newcomers Mayank Markande and
Luvnith Sisodia.

The training camp, overseen by head
coach Chandrakant Pandit and his
support staff, encompasses specialised
strength and conditioning sessions,
skill training in the nets, match simu-
lation exercises and team bonding ac-
tivities,

"The players who are not cumrently in-
volved in domestic ericket are available
and have joined us for this short pre-
season enmp, Thisis a normal routine
for us every season. We will also have
acamp in Kolkata from March 12 on-
wards, where we will have the inter-
national plavers available post the ICC
Champions Trophy. Ourreal prepara-
tion will start when the whole squad as-

PE
sembles, butthis camp will help us get
intoa rhythm, We have our core group
intact which gives us confidence, and T
am sure that with the players we have
brought in (at the Auction), our com-
binations will be very strong like last
season,” dted head coach Chandrakant
Pandit, as quoted from a release by
KKR.

Adding to this, spin bowling coach
Carl Crowe said, "We've got lots of nets,
lots of match simulation planned for the
next few days. So, it’s an opportunity for
mostofthe group to get back together.
1t's good to see a lotofknown guys here,
butalsoafew pew faces. IU'simportant
to keep the squad fresh. Obviously, we
hadavery successful yearlast year, but
you got to keep thinking about waysto
get forward. Everyone is really excited
for the whole tourmament.”

The coaching setup ot the camp will
also include bowling coach Bharat
Arun, Strength & Conditioning Coach
Sagar Vand Head Physio Prasanth Pan-
chada. in addition to spin bowling
coach Carl Crowe, ensuring the players
receive expert guidance across all as-
pects of their preparation.

rah, Mok « Shami, Arshdeep
Singh, Harshit Rana, Rishabh Pant
(wicketkeeper), Ravindra Jadeja, Vanm
Chakravarthy,

Pakistan: Mohamimad Rizwan (cap-
tain), Salman Ali Agha (vice caplain),
Babar Azam, Fakhar Zaman, Kamran
Ghulam, Saud Shakeel, Tayyab Tahir,
Faheem Ashraf, Khushdil Shah, Usman
Khan, Abrar Ahmed, Haris Rauf, Mo-
hammad Hasnain, Naseem Shah, Shu-
heen Shah Afridi.

Match starts at 2. 30pm IST.

Harbhajan Singh backs
India, predicts big
knock from Virat Kohli

New Delhi

As the much-anticipated India-Pak-
n clash in the ICC Champions
rophy approaches, former India
cricketer Harbhajan Singh has ex-
pressed strong confidence in India’s
chances while also backing Vifat
Kohli to deliver a match-winning
perforntance.

Speaking ahead of the high-voltage
encounter, Harbhajan highlighted
Kohli's potential to turn the tide
with a big innings, emphasizing that
a century from the star batter would
make peaple forget recent strug-
gles.

“"Everyone is saying that Virat
Kohli did not seore runs. 1 am saving
that Virat Kohli does not have a
better chance than this, Whatever
happened in the last four to five
months, everything will be forgotten
if tomorrow he scores a century in
this match. Then the world remem-
bers. So there is full hope for Virat,
and 1 want to make a prediction
that tomorrow is Virat's day. Virat
will score runs, and if \'iml seares
Tuns, India always wins,” Harbhajan

lhx bhajan Singh also backed In-
dia as the favourites for the match,
citing their balanced squad.

"India are favourites because their
batting and bowling both are good,
and also they won their last match
here [Dubai], and with that experi-
ence, they will move forward, Where-
as Pakistan has come to Dubai after
losing in Pakistan, and they have
played on better pitches, but here
they will get a little slow pitch, and
adjusting to a slow pitch will be dif-
ficult for them. Indiu is the favourite
in my point of view, and India will
win this mateh because India’s team

ia the best," he said.

‘With the world's eyes on this mar-
quee clash, India will look to con-
tinue their dominance against Pak-
istan in major ICC events.

Former Pakistan skipper Shoaib
Malik has picked India as the
favourite for the high-octane clash
against the defending champions,
Pakistan. in the ongoing Champions
Trophy in Dubai on Sunday, report-
ed RevSportz.

The stakes will rise when Indis and
Pakistan share the same field and
fight for bragging rights. Pakistan
will fight to keep their campaign
alive, while India will look to exude
dominanee and maintain its impee-
cable record over its arch-rival.

Ahead of the high-stakes en-
counter, Shoaib picked India as the
dear favourite but wamed that a mo-
ment of individual brilliance from
any player could change the out-
come, As the countdown to the big
game continues, anticipation is atan
all-time high, with both teams
preparing for what promises to be an
intense battle on the field.

FIH Hockey Pro League: India women's
team script 1-0 victory over Germany

Bhubaneswar
It was redemption for the Indian
women's hockey team as they defeat-
ed Germany 1-0 in the ongoing FTH
Hockey Pro League 2024/25 clash at
the Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar
on Saturday.

Deepika (12') was the solé gnal scor-
er, ensuring India climbed to the sev-
enth spot on the points table.

Tndia started the first quarter with
a disciplined defensive setup and a
proactive high press, matching Ger-
many's early dominance in possession
with attacking intent.

In the 12th minute, the hosts wona
penalty corner, their best opportuni-
ty of the period. Deepika made nomis-
take, precisely driving her shot into the
back of the net to give India the lead,
Moments kiter, Vaishnavi Phalke near-
ly set up Sunelita Toppo for a deft de-
flection, but the effort fell short.

‘The second quarter delivered end-
to-end action, with India eager to
‘build on its advantage. Germany found
themselves pinned in their own half for
the first five minutes, with forward
Sophia Schwabe closely marked by the
Indian defence.

Deepika’s sublime form vontinued as
she sliced through the Genman team
witha sillky run, weaving her way tothe
edge of the cirele before threading a
pass to Sharmila Devi in the 25th
minute, However, Sharmila vould only
direct her shot into the pads of goal-
keeper Finjy Starck.

On the counter, Germany's Yara
Mandel won the visitors a penalty

corner in the 26th minute, but Indian
Goalkeeper Savita Punia gloved away
ow-driven shot to
keep the scoreline at 1-0.

After ime, India remained on
the prowl, immediately earning a
penalty comer through Navneet Kaur
inthe gust minnte. Deepikastepped up
onee again, unleashing a powerful
strike, but the German defence held
firm to deny her a second goal.

India was firmly in control of the
game despite Germany lmldmg the
lion's share of possession in the third
quarter. Germany's lack of urgency
limited their shots on goal before Ger-
many won two consecutive penalty
corners in the 38th minute, but the
seoreline remained unchanged.

India was steadfast in its defensive
endeavours in the final quarter. An ear-

Iy penalty comer for Germany was de-
railed as Stine Kurzs strike was coura-
geously elosed down by Sunelita Tap-
po.

In the 47th minute, Schwabe let go
ofa venomous shot from close range,
but Goalkeeper Bichu Devi dropped
down to deny her. Lisa Nolte fired on
the rebound, but Devi's reflexes en-
sured a second save in quick sucees-
sion.

In the dying embers of the match,
Germany moved forward cautiously,
stringing a series of passes insearch of
a breakthrough, but the equaliser
evaded them as they could not pierce
the Indian defence.

India will be in action again when
they take on the Netherlands on Feb-
ruary 25 at the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar.

Car & Bike rally begins in Agra under Taj Mahotsav

Rajesh Tomar/Akash Jain

Agra
The Agra Taj Car and Bike Rally was
flagged off here on Saturday under Taj
Mahotsav.

Chief Guest Brigadier Naveen Ku-
mar, Lieutenant Colonel Mohit Shar-
ma, PatronHarvijay Vahia, Chairman
Ram Mohan Kapoor, Dr. Ranjana
Bansal, Anil Sharma, Rinesh Mittal
were present.

Rally coordinator Sudey Brar pro-
vided road books to 125 drivers and
navigators riding 75 bikes and 50
cars and explained the rules again to
the navigators assisting the drivers.

Riders from Agra accompanied the
participants from states like Uttar

Rally coordinator Sudev Brar
provided road books to 125
drivers and navigators riding
75 bikes and 50 cars and ex-
plained the rules again to the
navigators assisting the driv-
ers.

Pradesh, Maharashtra, South India,
Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal
el

Chief guest Brigadier Naveen Ku-
mar said that the Agrm Taj Car and
Bike Rally is a well-known vehicle ral-
Iy of the country. This thrill of speed
held under the Taj Muhotsay also
attracts tounsts and also increases the

visit to the Brij region.

Motor Sport Club Chairman Ram
Mohan Kapoor said that under the Taj
Mahatsay, a two-day car and bike ral-
1y has been organized by the Motor
Sport Club of Agra, Taj Royal Rider
Club, Pro Biking Club in collaboration
with the UP Tourism Department. On
the second day rally will be flagged off
from Malpura dropping station for
Fatehpur Sikei Jodhpur Jhal, Yamu-
na Paar, Gajauli Ghat, Pipa Pul.

Patron Harvijay Vahia said that
the first task for any driveris to com-
plete the set distance within the set
timeand speed. Such rallies teach dis-
cipline as well as cooperative behav-
ior,
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BNP leader
beaten to
death in
front of wife
in Dhaka

Dhaka
A BNP leader was beaten
to death in front of his
wife by his rivals in Dha-
ka, police said.

Mohammad ~ Babul
Mia, the former
vice-president of BNP's
Kulla union unit, was
killed when he and her
wife were harvesting
mustard near Akshirna-
gar Housing of Dhamrai
upazila on Friday after-
noon, Daily Star Bangla-
desh reported.

Babul's wife Yasmin
Begum said villagers
had a long-standing dis-
pute over Akshirnagar
Housing, a real estate
business. "Although
my husband was not
involved in the matter,
local criminals Afsar,
Arshad, and Monir had
been threatening both of
us fordays," she alleged.

"They beat him with
sticks and SS pipes, seri-
ously injuring him. They
even gouged out both
his eyes. When I and
some locals tried to in-
tervene and take him to
a hospital, they stopped
us. Only after he became
unconscious did they
leave the place,” she said.

Babul was later taken
to Savar Enam Medical
College Hospital where
doctors  dex him
dead.

Monirul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Dhamrai
Police Station, said pri-
mary investigations said
Babul was killed over a
previous dispute.
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Hamas hands over first 2 of 6 Israeli
hostages to be freed in latest exchange

amas freed the

first two of six

Israeli  hostages
due to be released Sat-
urday even as height-
ened tension between
the adversaries clouded
the future of the fragile
ceasefire deal.

The two hostages — Tal
Shohan, 40, and Avera
Mengistu, 39 — were put
into Red Cross ambulane-
es after being brought out
onto a stage by masked
and armed Hamas fight-
ers in front of a crowd in
the southern Gaza city of
Rafah. Soon after, the Is-
raeli military confirmed
that the two had
brought into Israel.

The latest hostage re-
lease, along with the
freeing of hundreds of
Palestinians  imprisoned
by Israel, is going ahead
after tensions mount-
ed over a grisly and
heart: hing dispute

=
abducted by militants.
The remains that 1la-
mas transferred with her
sons' bodies on Thursday
were later determined to
be those of an unidenti-
fied Palestinian woman.
In response, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu vowed revenge
for “a cruel and malicious
violation,” while 1lamas
d it had been a

triggered this week when
HMamas initially handed
over the wrong body for
Shiri Bibas, an Israeli

mother of two young boys

mistake.

On Friday night, the
small militant group be-
ieved to have been hold-
ing Bibas and her sons

— the Pales j
hedeen Brigades — said
it handed over a second

ly. On Saturday morn-
ing, Bibas' f,mn]v id Ts-
raeli forensic authorities
had confirmed the re-
mains were hers.

“For 16 months we
sought certainty, and now
that it's here, it brings no
comfort, though we hope
it marks the beginning of
closure,” the family said.

The dispute over the

identity raised new
doubt about the ceasefire
deal, which has paused

over 15 months of war but
is nearing the end of its
first phase. Negotiations
over a second phase, in
which Hamas would re-
lease s more hos-
tages in exchange for a
lasting ceasefire and an
Israeli  withdrawal, are
likely to be even more dif-
ficult.

The six hostages being
freed Saturday are the
last living ones to be re-
leased under the cease-
fire's first phase.

Mengistu, an Ethiopi-
an-lsraeli, had been held

The latest hostage
release, along with the
freeing of hundreds of
Palestinians imprisoned
by Israel, is going
ahead after tensions
mounted over a grisly
and  heart-wrenching
dispute triggered this
week when Hamas
initially handed over
the wrong body for
Shiri Bibas, an Israeli
mother of two young
boys abducted by
militants.

in Gaza since entering on
his own in 2014. Watch-
ing the handover on Is-
raeli media, Mengistu's
family broke out into a
Hebrew song, “Here is
the Light,” as they saw
him for the first time in
more than a decade.
Shoham, from the
northern Israeli village
of Ma'ale Taviva, was v1<-
iting his w fam
Kibbutz Be'eri when Ha-
mas militants stormed

Trump-Putin summit preparatlons underway;,

Washington
Preparations are under-
way for a face-to-face
meeting between U.S.
President Donald Trump
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Russia's
deputy foreign minister
said Saturday, marking
a clear departure from
Western efforts to iso-
late Moscow over its war
in Ukraine.

Speaking to Russian

are un-
denvm to recover the
body from the hospi-
tal and send it to the
morgue,” the official said.

USINESS

India Aims

state media, Sergei Rya-
bkov said a possible Pu-
tin-Trump summit could
involve broad talks on

global issues, not just
the war in Ukraine.

“The question is about
starting to move toward
normalizing  relations
between our countries,
finding ways to resolve
the most acute and po-
tentially very, very dan-
gerous situations, of
which there are many,
Ukraine among them,”
he said.

But he said efforts to
organize such a meeting
are at an early stage, and
that making it happen
will require “the most

U.S. and Russian envoys
could meet within the

next two weeks to pave
the way for further talks
among senior officia
Russian and U.S. rep-
resentatives meeting in

Saudi Arabia on Tuesday
agreed to start working
toward ending the war
in Ukraine and improv-

Kash Patel takes
oath as FBI director
on Bhagwat Gita

Washington

Kash Patel took oath as

the ninth director of the
FBI on the Bhagavad
Gita and spoke about
how a first-generation
Indian kid is living the
American  dream, re-
flecting on his heritage.

The US Senate voted
51t0 49 to confirm Patel
on Thursday.

Patel’s fanily mem-
bers and girlfriend were
present during the oath
ceremony on Friday.

The oath ceremony
was administered by
US  Attorney General
Pam Bondi in the Indi-
an Treaty Room in the
Eisenhower  Executive
Office Building (EEOB)
on the White Ilouse
campus.

She asked Patel to
place his hand on the
Gita and raise his right
hand to take the oath.

"I am living the Ameri-
can dream. Anyone who
thinks the American
dream is dead, just look
right here. You're talk-
ing to a first-generation

Indian kid who's about
to lead the law enforce-
ment community, the
greatest nation on God's
green earth. That can't
happen anywhere else,"
Patel, 44, said.

New York-born Patel
has his roofs in Guja-
rat. However, his parents
are from East Africa - his
mother is from Tanza-
nia and his father is from
Uganda. They came to the
USfrom Canada in 1970.

The family moved to
Queens in New York -
often called Little India
-- in the late 70s. Patel
was born and grew up
there.

Patel's parents are
rvetired now and spend
their time in both the US
and Gujarat,

During  his
ing-in

swear-

ceremony,

Trump, his family and
the senators who vot-
ed for his confirmation,
saving they'd put an
“enormous leap of faith"”
in him.

Russia says

ated Press the the two
sides agreed broadly to
pursue three goals: to
restore staffing at their

X S e

ing their dipl ic und
economic ties, an
traordinary '\bout fz\ce

in U.S. foreign policy un-
der Trump. Senior U.S.
officials have suggested
Tkraine will have to
give up its goals of join-
ing NATO and retaining
the 20% of its territory
seized by Russia.

After the meeting, U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio told The Associ-

it
to create a high-level
teant to support Ukraine
peace talks; and to ex-
plore closer relations
and economic coopera-
tion.

He stressed, howev-
er, that the talks, which
were attended by his
Russian counterpart,
Sergey Lavrov, and oth-
er senior Russian and
LS. official, marked the

beginning of a conver-
sation, and more work
needs to be done. Lav-
rov, for his part, hailed
the meeting as “very
useful.”

No Ukrainian officials
were present at the Sau-
di meeting, which came
as their beleaguered
country is slowly but
steadily losing ground
against more numerous
Russian troops, nearly
three vears after Mos-
cow launched an all-out
invasion of its smaller
neighbor.

to Double

Electronics Exports to
$25 Billion in 5 Years

New Delhi
Electrical and electron-
ics manufacturers look
to more than double the
sector's exports to USD
a5 billion in the next five
years, an industry official
said on Saturday.

"We are committed to
enhancing market access
across the globe for our
members. Our export to-
day is about 12 billion US
dollars and we are com-
mitted to make it 25 bil-
lion US dollars in the next
5 years," Indian Electrical
& Electronics Manufac-
turers' Association (TEE-
MA) President Sunil Sin-
ghvi said on Saturday,

Addressing a session at
Elecrama 2025 in Greater
Noida, Singhvi said TEE-
MA's vision is to make
India a global hub for
electronics and electrical
manufacturing.

With a shift in the glob-
al supply chain, the world
is looking towards India
as a trusted partnerin the
energy solution, he said.

THowever toincrease ex-
ports, it is important that
"we actively participate
in international stand-

ard  bodies...advocating
policy, that is standard
exports, financing, new
business model and com-
petitiveness", he sai
IEEMA is  working
with all stakeholders to
strengthen quality stand-
ards and testing infra-
structure in the coun-
try because lot of QCOs
(quality control orders)
are coming and there is a
need for enhancement of
testing infrastructure.
Singhvi also urged the in-
dustry members to invest in
inmovation, i
tion of new-age technolo-
gies as it will make made-
in-India_products match
international parameters.
The Indian energy sec-
tor provides immense
opportunities for invest-
ments as India moves
ahead with its growth
Jjourney, he noted.
Established In 1948,
IEEMA is the association
of manufacturers of elec-
trical, industrial electron-
ics and allied equipment
with over 1000 members.
Elecrama is an annual in-
dustry event organised by
TEEMA.

PM Modi's 3-Day India Tour:
Investors' Summits, Farmer Aid

New Delhi

rime Minister Nar-
Pendm Modi will be

on a three-day vis-
it to Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar and Assam from
Sunday to attend several
development initiatives,
including the global in-
vestors summit in Bho-
pal and the release of
19th instalment of cash
assistance to farmers in
Bhagalpur.

In Madhya Pradesh
on Sunday, Modi will lay
the foundation stone of
Bageshwar Dham Medi-
cal and Science Research
Institute in Chhatarpur
and inaugurate the in-
vestors summit on Mon-
day, a statement said.

He will release the
19th instalment of 'PM
KISAN' scheme at an
event in Bhagalpur on
Monday and also inau-
gurate various develop-
ment projects in Bihar
before travelling to As-
sam.

He will attend the
‘Jhumoir Binandini' on
Monday evening and in-
augurate the investment
and infrastructure sum-

——
In Madhya Pradesh
on Sunday, Modi will
lay the foundation
stone of Bageshwar
Dham Medical and
Science Research In-
stitute in Chhatarpur
and inaugurate the
investors summit on
Monday, a statement
said.

mit the next day.

Modi will inaugurate
Advantage Assam 2.0
Investment and Infra-
structure Summit in Gu-
wahati on Tuesday.

The PMO said the two-
day Global Investors
Summit (GIS) in Bhopal
will serve as an impor-
tant platform to estab-
lish Madhya Pradesh
as a global investment
hub and will include
departmental summits,
specialised sessions on
pharma and medical
devices, transport and
logistics, industry, skill
development, tourism
and Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises

(MSMEs) among others.
It will also include
international  sessions
focusing on the Global
South countries, Latin
America and the Car-
ibbean besides special
sessions for key partner
countries,
Tt said three major in-
dustrial exhibitions will
be held during the sum-
mit -- the auto show,
the textile and fashion
expo and one on 'One

District-One  Produet’
(ODOP) to showcase
the state's unique crafts-
manship and cultural
heritage.
Representatives from
over 60 countries, offi-
cials from various inter-
national  organisations
and over 300 prominent
industry leaders from
India and policy-mak-
ers will participate in the
summit, the statement
said.

Referring to the PM
KISAN scheme, it added
that over 9.7 crore farm-
ers across the country
will receive direct finan-
cial benefits amounting
1o more than Rs 21,500
erore.

Noting that Modi has
focussed on ensuring
that farmers get better
remuneration for their
produce, it said he had
launched the Central
Sector Scheme for For-
mation and Promotion
of 10,000 Farmer Pro-
ducer Organisations
(FPO), which help farm-
ers collectively market
and produce their agri-
cultural products.

The programme in Bi-
har will mark the mile-
stone of the formation of
the 10,000th FPO in the
country.

The prime minister
will also maugurate the
Centre of Excellence
for Indigenous Breeds
in Motihari and a milk
product plant in Barauni
that aims to create an or-
ganised market for three
lakh milk producers.

The Jhumoir Binand-

Govt Scheme to Prevent Distress Sale of Farmers' Produce

~ NewDel S
TUnion Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Saturday
said the government is
working out measures
to ensure that farmers
do not have to sell their
produces, especially
fruits and vegetables, at
throwaway prices.

Speaking after inau-
gurating the "Pusa Krishi
Vigyan Mela' 2025 — be-
ing held in the national
capital from February
22-24 -- he emphasised
the need to take new
seeds varieties and farm
technologies from labs
to agriculture filed at the
earliest.

Chouhan  said  the
government is holding
discussions with farm-
ers directly as well as
through their organisa-
tions to understand the
problems and then mak-
ing schemes to address
the issues.

"Jahan-Jahan tak-
leefein dekh rahe hain,
hum yojana bana rahe
hain {wherever we are
seeing problems, we are
making schemes to ad-
dress those)", the minis-
ter said, listing out steps
taken by the government
in the last few years to
protect the interest of
farmers.
Chnuhan said the gov-

ernment has removed
exports restrictions on
rice and onions while
raising import duties on
edible oils. Ile said the
Centre has taken steps
to help tomato farmers
in view of price crash
and will take measures
for red chilli farmers of
Andhra Pradesh as well.
T want to assure our
farming community, we
will take all important
decisions that are re-
quired for the welfare of
farmers. Do not worry,”
he said, while asserting
that the government is
committed to this.
"There are some issues
which are under consid-

eration. Prices are low at
farm gate level and con-
sumers are payving high
rates. Who takes the
profit in middle? Profit
margins should reduce.

-
The difference between
the farm gate price and
consumer price for fruits
and vegetables should
come down," he said.
The minister added,

"We are working ot
(a way) to ensure that
farmers do not have
to sell their produce at
throwaway prices."
Lauding efforts of sci-
entists at Indian Council
of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) for its efforts in
making India self-suffi-
cient in foodgrains pro-
duetion, Chouhan said
there is a need to take
new seed varieties and
technology to the field
quickly so that farmers
can benefit.
"Availability of good
varieties of seeds is im-
portant. Farmers re-
quire it. ICAR is devel-
oping them... We need

to ensure these seeds
reach farmers quickly,"
he said.

The minister also
asked the ICAR to han-
dle 'Modern Agriculture
Chaupal'  programme
where scientists will tell
farmers about recent
technological break-
through, besides solving
their problems. The pro-
gramme will be telecast
across India.

Chouhan said he does
not sit in Krishi Bhawan
in Delhi and rather go
to fields to understand
farmers' problems. He
asked officers in his min-

EPS-95
Pensioners
Demands:
Labour Minister

Promises Action
New Delhi
Pensioners’ body EPS-
95 Agitation Conmittee
on Saturday said that
Union Labour Minister
Mansukh ~ Mandaviya
has assured swift action

on its demands.

thour Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya has tak-
ena positive stance on the
long-pending demands of
78 lakh EPS- 95 pension-
ers across the country, a
statement by the pension-
ers body said.

According to the state-
ment, these demands
include an increase in
the minimum pension,
provision of free medical
facilities for pensioners
and their spouses, and
rectification of errors in
applications for higher
pension benefits.

The minister assured
the delegation of a swift
resolution to these is-
sues, it said.

Commander  Ashok
Raut, National President
of the EPS-95 Nation-
al Agitation Committee
(NAC), which has been
advocating for pension-
ers' rights for several
years, revealed that re-
cent discussions with
both the Labour Minister
and the Finance Minister
provided assurances of an
imminent increase in the
minimum pension.

However, the absence
of any such announce-
ment in the Union
Budget 2025-26 has led
to widespread disap-
pointment among pen-
sioners.

In light of this, a cru-
cial meeting between the
Labour Minister and a
delegation from the NAC
was held on Friday. Dur-
ing the discussions, La-
bour Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya reaffirmed
the gowernmenrt/"s com-

istry and ICAR seientist
to do the same.

pensioners’ concerns.




Nina Dobrev to

join Russell Crowe
in ‘Bear Country’

Washington

ina Dobrev, who

played Elena

Gilbert  and

Katherine Pierce
in the supernatural drama
series The Vampire Diaries,
has joined Russell Crowe
and Kartiah Vergara in ‘Bear
Country’, the action thriller
helmied by Derrick Borte,
The Deadline reported.

The film shooting is cur-
rently taking place in the
Australian state of Queens-
land.

An adaptation of the nov-
el Strip by Thomas Perty,
Bear Country stars Crowe
as the ageing et formidable
club owner, Manca Kapak,
who a masked gunman has
robbed. Now, his aspirations
of selling his club and riding
off into the sunset along-
side his girlfriend appear
more distant than ever. Car-
tel bosses are breathing
down his neck. and a young

upstart has been posing as
the new guy in town, eager to
purchase the club, reported
Deadline,

Dobrev portrays a quirky
bank tellerwho gets involved
in crimes inspired by her
Bonnie-and-Clyde-like fan~
tasies.

Borte adapted the screen-
play with Daniel Forte. The
producers are Mark Fasano
(Marlowe) of Nickel City Pic-
tures; Jeffrey Greenstein
(The Hitman's Bodyguard)
of A Higher Standard; Deb-
orah Glover (Sleeping Dogs)
of G2 Dispatch; and Mark
Bower and Bruno Mustic of
Life & Soul Pictures, as per
the outlet.

Dobrev appeared in sev-
eral films, induding the 2012
coming-of-age drama The
Perks of Being a Wallflower,
the comedies Let's Be Cops
and The Final Gitls (2014),
and the 2017 science-fiction
drama Flatliners.

A

Arjun Kapoor-starrer ‘Mere
Husband Ki Biwi’ earns Rs
1.75 crore on opening day

New Delhi

ere Husband

Ki Biwi", a

romantic

comedy star-
ring Arjun Kapoor, Rakul
Preet Singh and Bhumi
Pednekar, has collected
Rs 1.75 crore on its first
day at the dome: box
office, the makers said
on Saturday.

Directed by Mudassar
Aziz, the film is produced
by Vashu Bhagnani, Jack-
ky  Bhagnani, and
Deepshikha Deshmukh, It
released in theatres on Fri-
day.

Production banner Poo-
ja Entertainment posted
the opening day collection
ofthe movie on its X han-
dle. The company shared a
poster which mentioned
the day one collection of
the film as Rs 175 crore.

“Cinemas echoed with
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laughter, hearts filled with
love. Grateful beyond
words for all
t h

Mumbai

5 a
woman,
1 feel
cared,
Lo said actor Bhu-
M, mi Ped-
\),“\h\ nekar,
8igh TE-

Fiw

acting to
Wthe  Hema
Committee report
that exposed the ha-
rassment and sexual ex-
ploitation faced by
- women in the Malay-
& alamfilm industry.
Speaking at the
ABP Network’s Ideas
of India 2025, Ped-

about a man navigating a,
complex love triangle &

duction banner
Pooja Entertainment

its X handle. The company &8

shared a poster which ﬂ'
mentioned the day one
collection of the film
asRs 1.75 cro

pyaar!
Watch  the
entertainer of the season
#MereHusbandKiBiwi in
theatres near you," read
the caption.

Also starring comedian
Harsh Gujral, the film is

Nicole Kidman emphasizes the
importance of supporting female directors

‘Washington
cademy Award-
winning actress
Nicole Kidman has

surpassed her goal
of working with a femaledi-
rector every 18 months, col-
laborating with 19 female
filmmakers on various proj-
ects since 2017.

According to Deadline, ina
recent interview, Kidman
emphasized the importance
of supporting female direc-
tors, particularly those mak-
ing their debut.

“It can be changed, but it
can only be changed by ac-
tually being in the films of
women,” she said.

Kidman noted that first-
time female directors often
face undue pressure to “be
petfect” in their debut out-
ings.

Kidman's commitment to

Kidman's commit-
ment to working
with female direc-
tors began in 2017,
when she publicly
declared at the

Cannes Film Festi-
val that she would
work with a woman

working with female directors
began in 2017, when she pub-
licly declared at the Cannes
Film Festival that she would
work with a woman director
every 18 months,

However, she later re-
vealed that she had silently
amended her goal to work
with a female director every
sixmonthstoa year.

someone
new.

“Realizing it is just you've
got o rollup yoursleevesand
doit.” Kidman said.

“And that requires not be-
ing precious and just going,
‘OK, let's go, let's go, let's
go." And heing consistent and
determined to do it,” she
added.

Kidman's recent collabo-
rations with female directors
include working with Halina
Reijn on the erotic thriller
“Babygirl.”

Babygirlis a 2024 Ameri-
can erotic thriller written,
directed, and produced by
Halina Reijn. The film fea-
tures Nicole Kidman as a
successful CEQ who risks
both her career and family af-
ter starting an affair with a
younger intern, played by
Harris Dickinson. The cast
also includes Sophie Wilde
and Antonio Banderas.

nekar said the findings of
the report, which was re-
leased in August last vear,
perhaps the first instance
for any film industry in In-
dia, were heartbreaking and
gruesome.

“It is one part of the In-
dian fraternity

is one part of the

college and when she does-
't come home till 11 pm, 1
get nervous. There's deep
conditioning of power.
There's a problem when
front page news is only
about violence done to
women. This is not one off
thing, this is a reg-
ular oecur-
rence,”
s he

Indian fraternity where
proper legal process was
followed, there were
heartbreaking gruesome
details that came out. As
a woman in India today, I'm
scared. This is again not

just about fraternity,”
Pednekar said.

process was
followed. there were
heartbreaking gruesome de-
tails that came out. Asa
woman in India today, I'm
scared. This is again not
just about fraternity,” Ped-
nekar said.

“I'm scared when my
younger cousin who lives
with mein Mumbai goes to

added.
Intheaf-
termath of an
assault case on an ac-
tress involving actor Dileep
in 2017, the Kerala govern-
ment appointed a panel to
study issues of sexual ha-
rassment and gender in-
equality.
The panel’s 233-page re-
port exposed the power dy-
namies within the Malay-

Honey Singh drops
his new song ‘Maniac’

—

Mumbai
inger Yo Yo Honey
Singh hasbeenona
roll. After deliver-
ing back-to-back hit
songs, the * * hitmaker ‘Mil-
lionaire’ hitmaker dropped
his new track ‘Maniac' from
his album ‘Glory”.

The song’s video features
Esha Gupta. Italso has Bho-
jpuri verse sung by Ragini
Vishwakarma.

Meanwhile, Honey Singh
is all set to enthrall the au-
dience in Mumbai with his
concert on Saturday night.
Thetourwill travel across 10
major cities in India, in-
cluding Mumbai, Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru and
Kolkata.

Recently, he also cameup
with a docu-film on his life.
Directed by Mozez Singh
and produced by Sikhya En-
tertainment, the project is

available on Netflix.

The documentary offers
arare glimpse into the life of
Honey Singh, The docu-film
sheds light on the man be-
hind the headlines, from his
meteoric rise in the musicin-
dustrytothe chall |

[t is heartbreaking, gruesome:
Bhumi Pednekar on Justice
Hema Committee report

alam film industry, reveal-
ing the multiple layers of ex-
ploitation faced by women
artists.

On aquery about the cast-
ing couch in the Hindi film
industry, the 35-year-old
actor — who earlier worked
as an assistant casting di-
rector at Yash Raj Films —
said though she has not per-
sonally faced it. she ac-
knowledged the widespread
nature of such incidents
within the industry.

“Before I became an ac-
tor, I was casting in an in-
stitution that was cleanand
organised. My casting di-
rector Abhimanyu Ray
would never cast a girl with-
out me being present in the
room. Now that's the
ecosystem in which 1 grew
up.

“I'was 17when I started as
a casting director in Yash
Raj Films. I've no first-hand
experience of it. But does
that mean it doesn’t hap-
pen? No, it does because
we've had many women
who have dared to come
out and speak about it. 1
would never negatea girl's
experience,” she said.

director George
Armitage
passes away

Los Angeles
eran Almmaker
George Armitage,
best known for
creating projects
like “Grosse Pointe Blank™
and “Miami Blues,” has
passed away. He was 83.

The news of George Ar-
mitage's demise was con-
firmed by his son Brent. As
per Brent. his father
breathed hislast on Saturday
in Playa del Rey, Variety re-
ported.

Armitage started out in
the 2oth Century Fox mail-
room before becoming as-
socite producer on the long-
running series “Peyton
Place” in the 1960s, He met
Roger Corman on the Fox lot
and moved into feature
films, writing the Corman-
produced 1970 comedy
“Gas! - Or — Tt Became Nec-
ry to Destroy the World
in Order to Save IL"

He continued making
films for Corman and his
brother Gene Corman, mov-
ing into directing with “Pri-
vate Duty Nurses,” The 1972
Blaxploitation film “Hit
Man,”which he directed and
co-wrote, starred Pam Grier
and Bernie Casey. Next up
was “Vigilante Force,” with
Kris Kristoff and Jan-

controversies he faced along
the way.

Honey Singh becamie a
household name in India
with hits like ‘Brown Rang’,
‘Angrezi Beat, and ‘Dope
Shope’.

Michael Vincent, and the
TV movie “Hot Rod.”

Armitage’s next film as
director, the 1990 comedic
thriller “Miami Blues,” was
based on a Charles Willeford
novel.





