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BJP picks Rekha Gupta as
Delhi's new chief minister

B A former Delhi University Students’ Union president, Gupta, the Shalimar Bagh MLA, started her
journey in electoral politics by winning the MCD elections in 2007. She is a first-time MLA.

erk}m Gupta will
be the new chief
minister of Delhi, the
BJP  announced on
Wednesday.

She was chosen as the
Leader of the House in
the Delhi Assembly at
the BJP legislature par-
ty meeting. The party
has returned to power in
Delhi after over 26 years,
ending the 10-year rule
of the Arvind Kejriw-
al-led AAP.

Accompanied by BJP
leaders Ravi Shankar
Prasad, O P Dhankar,
Delhi BJP chief Viren-
dra Sachdeva and oth-
ers, Gupta (50) later met
Lieutenant  Governor
V K Saxena and staked
claim to form a govern-
ment.

She and her Cabinet
ministers will take the
oath of office at the Ram-
lila Ground on Thursday.
She will be the fourth
woman chief minister of
Delhi after Sushma Swa-
raj, Sheila Dikshit and
Atishi.

Upon taking the oath,
she will be the second
incumbent woman chief

minister of the country
along with Mamata Ba-
nerjee. Also, she will be
the only woman chief
minister among  the
states being ruled by the
BJP at present.

There was no official
word from the party
whether there would be
a deputy chief minister
in the BJP government.

Party sources said rep-
resentation will given to
all communities in the
Delhi cabinet.

Gupta defeated AAP
candidate Bandana Ku-
mari in the Shalimar
Bagh seat by a margin of
more than 29,000 votes
in the February 5 As-
sembly polls.

All 48 newly elected

BJP MLAs attended the
legislature party meeting
held in the presence of
Central ob:
Shankar Pr:
Dhankar. Gupta's name
was proposed by senior
party leaders Parvesh
Verma, Vijender Gupta
and Satish Upadhyay.
The  announcement
came 11 days after the

New Delhi: Preparations underway for the oath ceremony of the New
Delhi government at Ramlila Maidan in New Delhi on Wednesday. TSN

d ~ | express my
“ heartfelt gratitude
to all the top

leadership for entrusting
me with the responsibility
of the chief minister's post.
This trust and support has
given me new energy and
inspiration. | pledge to work
with full honesty, integrity,
and dedication for the
welfare, empowerment,
and overall development

of every citizen of Delhi. |
am fully committed to this
important opportunity to
take Delhi to new heights,"
-CM-designate Rekha Gupta

results of the Delhi As-
sembly polls were de-
clared on February 8.
Soon after the an-
nouncement, Gupta
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and said
she would work with full
honesty, integrity and
dedication for the wel-
fare, empowerment and
overall development of
every resident of Delhi.
"I am fully committed
to this important op-
portunity to take Delhi
to new heights," Gupta
said in a post on X.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

SC defers hearing
on pleas against CEC,
ECs appointments

____New Delhi

g Vhe Supreme Court
Ton Wednesday

adjourned the
pleas against the ap-
pointments of the chief
election commissioner
(CEC) and election com-
missioners (EC) under
the 2023 law.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh indicat-
ed that the matter would
be listed after the Holi
festival break due to
paucity of time. Howev-
er, no date was fixed for
hearing the matter.

Advocate  Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for
petitioner NGO  Asso-
ciation for Democratic
Reforms, said it was an
important issue which
required an urgent con-
sideration.

He said the matter
involved a short legal
question --  whether
the 2023 Constitution
bench verdict should be
followed for the appoint-
ment of the CECand ECs
through a panel involv-
ing the Prime Minister,
Leader of Opposition
and the Chief Justice of
India or the 2023 law,
which excludes the CJI
from the panel.

At around 3 pm, Jus-
tice Surya Kant told
Bhushan that he would
be sitting in a special
bench and the court had

SC highlights critical need
for accuracy and fairness
in media reporting

New Delhi
he Supreme Court
has said persons
working in  key
positions in the media
must exercise utmost
caution and responsi-
bility before publishing
any statements, news, or
opinions and observed
the right to freedom of
speech and expression

was paramount.

A bench of Justices J
B Pardiwala and R Ma-
hadevan reiterated that
the power of the media
in shaping public opin-
ion was significant and
the press possessed the

HIGHLIGHT

m The top court em-

phasised that those
working in key posi-
tions in the media must
exercise caution and
responsibility  before
publishing statements,
news, or opinions

ability to influence pub-
lic sentiments and alter

perceptions, with re-
markable speed.
The bench's obser-

vation came when it
quashed a defamation
case against English dai-
ly Times of India's edi-
torial director and other
journalists, who were
accused of publishing
alleged defamatory con-
tents over the authentic-
ity of certain paintings
to be auctioned by Bid &
Hammer - Fine Art Auc-
tioneers.

Govt explains why deportation Lokayukta finds no evidence
against Siddaramaiah, wife

ﬂlghts land in Amritsar

Pun_]ab
Minis-

Chief
ter  Bhagwant
Mann taking exceptions
to United States flights
carrying Indian depor-
tees landing in Amritsar,

government  sources
Wednesday  defended
the move, saying the
state makes up for the
biggest share of these il-
legal immigrants.
Sharing figures of the
three flights that have
arrived in India since
February 5, they said
Punjab residents total
126 of the 333 people
deported in US military
aircraft, followed by 110

from neighbouring Har-
vana and 74 from Guja-
rat.

Eight of them were
from Uttar Pradesh, five
from Maharashtra, two

each from Himachal
Pradesh,  Chandigarh,
Rajasthan and Goa, and
one each from Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ut-

tarakhand.

HIGHLIGHT

= The second flight had

65 deportees from

Punjab, 33 from Har-

yana and eight from

Gujarat. The corre-

sponding numbers for

the third flight were

31,44 and 33.

Each of the three
flights on February 5, 15
and 16 carried over 100
Indians and 333 of them
have been deported so
far, they added. The to-
tal includes 262 men, 42
women and 29 minors,
the sources added.

Agency

Bengalore
he Lokayukta po-
lice probing the
MUDA site allot-

ment case on Wednes-
day said the charges
against Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
and his wife Parvathi
could not be proved for
want of evidence.

The probing officers
said they had submitted
the final report to the
high court.

"Since the above alle-
gations against accused
1to accused 4 in the case
have not been proven
due to lack of evidence,
the final report is being
submitted to the high
court,” the Lokayukta

ye

police said in a letter
to activist Snehamayi
Krishna, who is a com-
plainant in the MUDA
case.

Besides Siddaramaiah
and his wife, his broth-
er-in-law Mallikarjuna
Swamy and the land
owner Devaraju are also
the accused.

The Lokayukta police
said further investiga-

tion would be conducted
into the allegations of
Mysore Urban Develop-
ment Authority (MUDA)
providing compensato-
ry plots in the ratio of
50:50 from 2016 to 2024
and an additional final
report submitted to the
High Court under Sec-
tion 173 (8) of the CrPC.

In the MUDA site
allotment case, it is al-
leged that compensato-
ry sites were allotted to
Siddaramaiah's wife in
an upmarket area in My-
suru, which had higher
property value as com-
pared to the location of
her land which had been

"acquired" by MUDA.

Agency

numerous matters listed
before the Holi break.

Bhushan  requested
the matter to be listed
on any day in the coming
week and assured the
petitioners would not
take more than an hour
to advance submissions.

Advocate Varun
Thakur, appearing for
petitioner Jaya Thakur,
also mentioned the mat-
ter for an urgent hearing
saying it was "very im-
portant for the survival
of democracy".

Justice Surya Kant
said, for the court, all
matters were equally
important and no single
matter was superior to
others.

Earlier, solicitor gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre,
expressed his inability
to address the court
on the issue saying he
was appearing before
the Constitation bench
headed by Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna on the is-
sue of arbitration.

Agency

Trump hits
back at
Zelenskyy,

calls him

'dictator

Washington
President Donald
Trump on Wednesday
called Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy a “dictator with-
out elections”, lashing
out after the Ukrainian
president said Trump
was being influenced by
Russian disinformation
as he moves to end the
Kremlin's war against
Ukraine on terms that
Kyiv says are too favour-
able to Moscow.

“Think of it, a modest-
ly successful comedian,
Volodymyr  Zelenskyy,
talked the United States
of America into spend-
ing $350 Billion Dnllars,
to go into a War that
couldn't be won, that
never had to start, but a
War that he, without the
U.S. and “TRUMP,” will
never be able to settle,”
Trump said of Zelenskyy,
who was popular televi-
sion star in Ukraine be-
fore running for office.

Trump added in his
social media post that
Zelenskyy is “A Dictator
without Elections™!!

Because of Russia's

invasion in February
2022, Ukraine has de-
layed elections that
were scheduled for April
2024,
Zelenskyy ~ accused
Trump  earlier on
Wednesday of living in a
Russian-made “disinfor-
mation space”. Agency




BJP picks
Rekha Gupta
as Delhi's new
chief minister
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"I express my heartfelt
gratitude to all the top
leadership for trusting
me and entrusting me
with the responsibility of
the post of chief minister.
T'his trust and support of
yours has given me new
energy and inspiration.”

In the recent agsembly
polls, the BJP won 48
out of the 70 assembly
seats while the AAP got
22 seats and the Con-
gress drew a blank.

Gupta is a former
president of the Del-
hi University Students’
Union (DUSU) and an
ex-councillor.

Born in Haryana's
Julana, she is a BCom
graduae from Delhi
University's Daulat Ram
College. She later earned
a law degree from
Chaudhary Charan Sin-
gh University, Meerut,
and also practised as an
advocate.

She began her political
journey with the Akh-
il Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) at Del-
hi University's Daulat
Ram College in 1992, In
1995-96, she was the
secretary of the Delhi
University Students' Un-
ionand was its president
in 1996-97.

Gupta enjoys close
ties with the RSS and is
actively engaged with
women-related matters.
She is also the nation-
al vice president of BJP
Mahila Morcha.

Around 50,000 people,
including  Prime Min-
ister Modi, his cabinet
colleagues and the chief
minister of NDA-ruled
states among others, will
attend her oath-taking
ceremony on Thursday.
More than 25000 se-
curity personnel will be
deployed in the central,
north, and New Delhi
areas of the city for the
event.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah congratulat-
ed Gupta, saying the BJP
government under her
leadership will work day
and night to fulfil the ex-
pectations of the people
of the national capital.

Qutgoing Delhi Chief
Minister Alishi and AAP
supremo Arvind Kejri-
wal also congratulated
Gupta. Atishi expressed
hope that Gupta would
fulfil the promises made
by the BJP during the
election campaign.

Advt Contact:
9818-7199941

TOP STORY, DL, THURSDAY 20, FEBRUARY 2025

You will be accountable for poll
results; Kharge to top office-bearers

N New Delhi:

Days after a major or-
ganisational rejig in the
party, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
on Wednesday did some
plain-speaking with top
office-bearers, stressing
that they will be held
accountable for future
election results in states
under their charge and
asking them to be wary

of ideologically weak
turncoats.
Addressing  general

secretaries and in-charg-
es, including those ap-
pointed last week, at
a meeting held at the
party's  headquarters
at Indira Bhawan here,
Kharge emphasised the
importance of promot-
ing those people who are
committed to the ideol-
ogy of the Congress and
stand with us like a rock
even in adverse circum-
stances.

Kharge also hinted at
some more changes in
the organisation, say-
ing some changes have
already taken place and
some more are in the
offing.

“I want to talk to you
about the most impor-

|
tant thing of accounta-

bility. You all will be held
accountable for revamp-
ing the organisations in
states and for all future
election results,” he told
the office-bearers.

The party recently
brought in new office
bearers in the revamped
organisation.

Among those who at-

BJP slams Rahul for his
‘shraddhanjali’ post on Shivaji
Maharaj Cong hits back

“shr jali' instead of

The BJP on Wednesday
accused Congress: MP
Rahul Gandhi of disre-
specting  Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj by of-
fering him “shradhanja-
1i” (homage) on his birth
anniversary instead of
the customary “adaran-
jali” (respectful tribute).

BJP MLA from Mum-
bai, Atul Bhatkhalkar,
criticised Gandhi’s
choice of words, stating
that “shradhanjali” is
inappropriate for such
occasions.

Bhatkhalkar accused

‘adaranjali’ is not just a
mistake. Rahul Gandhi
either intentionally or
unintentionally  keeps
expressing his disre-
gard for iconic figures
from Maharashtra. It is
a serious matter,” Bhat-
khalkar told a Marathi
news channel.

The Maharashtra BJP
unit also raised the is-
sue on X, accusing Con-
gress of misusing Shiv-
aji Maharaj’s name for
political gain. “Hindus
will never forgive Con-
gress for this,” the BJP’s

Gandhi of intentional post read.
or unintentional slight Rahu.l Gand]n has
Maharashtra’s pride rated his per-

and demanded that he
immediately retract his
post on social media
platform X, or face legal
consequences.

The controversy
stemmed from Gan-
dhi’s post on X in Hindi
which mentioned that
he was offering “sadar
naman and vinamra
shraddhanjali” to Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj
on his birth anniversary.

“Rahul  Gandhi has
once again insulted Ma-
harashtra’s pride. Using

versny deliberately on
the birth anniversary of
Shivaji Maharaj. Con-
gress is once again ex-
posed as it uses Shivaji
Maharaj for its political
benefits,” the BJP stat-
ed.

Responding to the
criticism, Congress
state spokesperson
Atul Londhe claimed
Prime  Minister Nar-
endra Modi had in the
past used “shradhanjali”
in his message on Shiv
Jayanti.

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

MEETING OF

tended the meeting were
former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi, senior
leaders Privanka Gan-
dhi Vadra, K C Venugo-
pal and Jairam Ramesh,
and all general secre-
taries and in-charges in
various states.

Atthe meeting, Kharge
also flagged the issue of
alleged “voter list ma-
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nipulation” and claimed
that it is happening on a
large scale in elections.

He noted that Rahul
Gandhi also raised a
question about this in
the Lok Sabha.

“All of you will real-
ise that these days the
names of our support-
ers are deleted from the
voters list. Or the name

Kharge also hinted at
some more :hanges
in the organisation,
saying some changes
have already taken
place and some more
are in the offing.

is removed and added to
the adjacent booth. New

names are added by the
BJP just before the elec-
tion. This rigging has to
be stopped at all costs,”
the Congress chief as-
serted.

Kharge pointed out
that earlier the Chief
Justice was also includ-
ed in the selection com-
mittee of Chief Election
Commission (CEC) by
the order of the Su-
preme Court but the CJT
was removed from the
panel by the Modi gov-
ernment.

“The government does
not even trust the impar-
tality of the Chief Jus-
tice of the country. This
matter was to be heard
in the Supreme Court,
but the government an-
nounced the new CEC
before that. Rahul Ji
also said that what is the

use of such a selection
committee, where you
are using Leader of Op-
position only for certifi-
cation?” he said.

Kharge also raised the
issues of inflation and
unemployment, alleging
the Modi government
has completely failed on
that front.

He wurged the of-
fice-bearers to strength-
en the organisation.

“It is your responsi-
bility to strengthen the
organisation from state
headquarters to booth
as soon as possible. You
will have to go to the
booth yourself for this
work, work hard, inter-
act with the workers.
Our Frontals - Cells will
have to be involved. 1
espe(‘ially want to say
about the Indian Na-
tional Trade Union Con-
gress (INTUC), that they
are an important part of
us, involve them too in
organisation Dbuilding,”

arge said.

“If you yourself go
to the booth, division,
block, district, state lev-
el at the grassroots level,
then you will be able to
add new people there.

Uttarakhand Dhami Cabinet
approves stringent land law

Dehradun:
The Uttarakhand Cab-

inet on Wednesday ap-
roved a stringent land
aw to “maintain” the
state's original identi-
ty by preventing people
from buying limitless
land, officials said.
l’euple of the state had
long been demanding
imposition of limits on
individuals buying land
in the state, they said.
Chief Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami had
first expressed his inten-
tions to bring a stringent
land law in the state in
September last year.
Widespread violation
of land purchase rules
are being investigated,
he had said at a press
conference here in Sep-
tember and promised
the resolution of the
longstanding  demand
for stricter land laws.
“Fully respecting the
longstanding  demand
nf the Seople of the state
eir sentiments,
toth_v, the cabinet has
approved a strict land
law. This historic step

will protect the resoure-
es of the state, cultural
heritage and the rights
of the citizens, as well as
play an important role
in maintaining the origi-
nal identity of the state,”

mi said in a post on
X soon after the Cabi-
net’s decision.

“Our government is
fully committed to pro-
tect the interests of the
people and we will never
let their trust get broken.
This decision makes it
clear that we will make
every possible effort to
protect our state and
culture,” the chief min-
ister said.

In 2003, the then N
D Tiwari government
restricted the purchase
of land by outsid-
ers in Uttarakhand to
500 square metres. In
2008, the B C Khanduri
government further re-
duced the limit to 950
square metres.

However, in 2018,
under the Trivendra
Singh Rawal regime,
the Zamindari Abolition
and Land Reforms Act
was amended, removing
the upper limit on land
purchases. The stated
purpose was to bring in-
vestments to the hills.

The apprehension

Can courts modify arbitral awards SC reserves verdict

New Dethi:

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday reserved
its judgement on the
question whether courts
could modify arbitral
awards under the 1996
law on arbitration and
conciliation.

A fivesjudge Consti-
tution bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Juslices B
R Gaval, Sanjay Kumar,
K V Viswanathan and
Augustine George Masilu
heard the submissions
in the case, outcome of
which could impact do-
mestic and international
arbitral awards.

The top court com-
meneed the final hearing
on February 13 after the
issue was referred to it by
a three-judge bench on
January 23.

Solicitor general
Tushar Mehita aside
from senior advocates
Arvind Datar, Darius
Khambata, Shekhar
Napahade, Ritin Rai,
Saurabh  Kirpal an
Gourab Banerji argued
in the case.

which  were empow-
ered under Section 34
of Arbitration and

Conciliation Act, 1996
to set aside the arbi-
tral awards on certain
grounds, could also
modify it as their pow-
ers included the smaller
discretion.

Another set of lawyers
argued that the term
“modify” which was
not there in the statute
couldn’t be read into it
to assume the non-ex-
istent powers.

Senior advocate Sau-
rabh Klrpal assisted

against the powers of
modification.

He referred to the
submission that words
like “powers of modifi-
cation” could be added
in the law and second-
ly, the power of modi-
fication could be read
into “the power of set-
ting aside an award” of
courts.

“The clear words of
the statute clearly pro-
vide that there is no
power to modify. It is
not the case that with-
out the powers of mod-
ification, the statute is

has worked itself for the
last 30 years,” argued
Kirpal.

1t was well settled that
courts do not add words
to the statute unless the
law is completely “un-
tenable”, he added.

He said the court was
not sitting in a “legisla-
tive capaeity”.

The solicilor general
said the 1996 law was
a “comprehensive and
tailored” code dealing
with every eventuality
arising out of the arbi-
tration proceedings and

“reading something into
it for finding a solution
to the problem” should
not be done.

The law officer said
not providing the pow-
er to modify the arbitral
awards was a “conscious
legislative choice”.

Mehta said, “I'he Act
isa complete code. The
omission of modifica-
tion powers in the 1996
Act was a conscious
departure, intended
to streamline judicial
intervention within a
limited | supervisory par-

ary 18, argued that the
courts empowered to
set aside arbitral awards
could have the power to
modify these decisions.

"Section 34 refers to
powers to set aside the
award, It is a basic prin-
ciple that a larger power
includes a lesser pow-
er. This is based on the
maxim...which means
the greater contains the
lesser,” he said.

The present legal
provision created more
problems than solving
it, added Datar.

The Centre previously
said the issue of pow-
er to modify arbitral
awards should be left to
the legislature keeping
in mind the evolving ar-
bitration requirements
of the nation.

Arbitration is an al-
ternate mode of dispute
resolution  under the
Arbitration and Con-
ciliation Act, 1996 and
it minimises the role of
courts to interfere with
the awards by the tribu-

nals.
While Section 34 of

bitral award on limited
grounds such as proce-
dural irregularities, vi-
olation of public policy,
or lack of jurisdiction,
Section 37 governs ap-
peals against orders
related to arbitration,
including those refusing
to set aside an award.

Like Section 34, it also
aims to minimise judi-
cial interference while
addressing exceptional
cases requiring over-
sight.

“While examining the
aforesaid question, the
court will also examine
the contours and scope
of the power of the court

if the power of
modification exists, to
what extent the same
can be exercised,” the
bench had said earlier.

‘The matter arose from
Gayatri Balasamy v. 1SG
Novasoft Technologies
Ltd.

The courts have tra-
ditionally  interpreted
this section nam-ov\lv,
avoiding a review of
the merits of the award
to uphold arbitration’s

among the local resi-
dents is that the removal
of the cap on land pur-
chase is shrinking the
limited agricultural land
in the state.

Outgoing  chairman
of the Badrinath-Kedar-
nath Temple Commit-
tee, Ajendra Ajay, who
was a member of the
committee  constituted
by the state government
under the chairmanship
of former chief secre-
tary Subhash Kumar to
examine the land laws,
welcomed the Cabinet’s
approval to stricter land
laws.

The cabinet has re-
spected public senti-
ments by approving the
Land Law Amendment
Bill. He said Dhami has
been serious on the issue
of land law from the be-
ginning.
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known 10 all that my ¢licat - MR
VISHRAM STNGH owner of the
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Akhilesh

raises concerns
over quality

of water in
Sangam seeks
probe

Lucknow (UP):
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on
Wednesday  expressed
concerns over the quali-
ty of water at the Sangam
in Prayagraj and asked
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
emnment to conduct a
thorough probe into the
matter.

The former chief min-
ister’s remarks come
amid a recent report
from the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB) that the water
at the Sangam dur-
ing the ongoing Maha
Kumbh could contain
high levels of faecal
bacteria.

On February 17, the
National Green Tri-
bunal was informed,
through the CPCB re-
port, that various loca-
tions in Prayagraj dur-
ing the ongoing Maha
Kumbh were not con-
forming to the primary
water quality for bath-
ing with respect to the
level of faecal coliform.

Yadav also slammed
the Yogi Adityanath
government for its al-
leged poor management
of the Maha Kumbh.

He expressed his con-
cerns over the stam-
pede, traffic jams, and
the quality of water
at the Sangam, which
he claimed had led to
health issues among
devotees.

Speaking to the me-
dia here, Yadav said,
“No one is against the
Maha Kumbh, but the
government invited
people to the event
claiming to have made
arrangements for 100
crore people.”

“Then how did the
stampede happen?
How did the traffic jam
occur?  People  were
stuck in vehicles for
hours. Devotees died
in road accidents. This
shows the complete
mismanagement of the
event,” he said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

known 1o all that my clicnt SM1!
REENA MALHOTRA WO SH
BRUFSH MALHOTR Aosner of
the THIRD Fl VITH ROCIK/

HERRACE RIGHTS TOWARDS
ASTERN

BUILT ON
BEARINGNO.
1874

SOUTHERY
PORTION (RHS),
PROVERTY
T AND

HAVING

S AND !
BINDAPUR COLONY BLOUK-T,
SHUKKAR  BAZAR: UTTAM
NAGAR. NEW DELHI-110059
Seme documents ars riot wvailuble
with me, Photocopy of Strvivor
Cenffieate of Smi Anjali Dus. in
Thvout of her legal Heits is 1.
Arindam D, 2 Anirhén D
(Soms), 3. Dipanwits Mazumder,
4. Amemika Duhiya & 5. Babni
Chatterjee (Dayghters).

1§ any person havinie any type of
claim rightsile interest over the
said propesty may inform in writing
within 15 dssd from todisy. Said
Propérty s [ree from il type of
Ensumbrance lien etc.

Dhananjai Kumie

Advoeate & Legal Consultant
Chamber No.635 Dwarka Court
New Delhi-110078

Mob: 9810593498

PUBLIC NOTICE

Cieneral Publio is heroby informed
thut my elient Smt. Sakunila Goyal
Wi Late Sajjan Kumar Goyal Rio
Bupora(24), Bhiwani, Haryuna —
27111 Present Address: RO FLAT
NO. IR FLOOR. A1(08 BIRTA
FARM CHATTAR PUR ENTN,
CHATTAR PUR, SOUTH DFLHIL
DELHL| 10074 do herehy  alfim
and declars that She ha evisled
Tin von Mr. Aujii Goval Sl Late
Sujjun Kumar Goyal from' all her
movable and immorable properties
and had disowned.  din-inherited,
debarred and xevored all relations
from Nis son nwmely M Anjani
Gioyal . snyone desling with them
will bo doing 50t their own risk
and cost. and Sm. Sakuntla Goyal
and his Family mambers will not be
tiable for the same.

SUNIL KUMAR

Advoeate & |ezat Comultint
(High Court & Supremne Court )
Ofier Address: €. No, G205, Layer
Ol ber Dwarka Court, New

Lawyers led by Datar aw firm M/s Karan- unworkable. The Act adigm.” the Act provides for principlesof finality and | NEW DELHI- IHW" Delhi-110075 Mohio. 7538778856
argued that the courts, jawala & Co. argued has been workable and Datar, on Febru- setting aside of an ar- efficiency. PHIONE: +919618440302 | | Emift uowpunlbuthardpmalcons.
AL DEL ENG 2013/56486 0, 11, l46ue 314, Publishise & Oritted by Pewson Ae s Behall of GRY VLA VL, 12, ol it [hi ician Laporess SV L, AR, Ssclci, NIy, claitsi idhe Naga-201 SuBfeher il 1639740 Lo i A [1e:parale o Seietn of i Uder o ess & Tegirtan
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Five runways
to be builtat

Jewar Airport

Noda

| TOPSTORY, Da, Tieiksonr 20, Fmnumr 2025 |

Delhi govt bureaucrats ready draft schemes on
BJP's poll promises centred on women's welfare

New Delhi

Atotal five runways will be
built at the Jewar Airport
and land of 14 villages will be
acquired for expansion.
More than 70 pereent of
the farmers have given their
consent for the airport ex-
pansion.

About 42433 people of
14 villages will be affected by
this acquisition. A total of
2053 hectare of Jand is re-
quired for the third and
fourth phase of the airport.
Out of these, 1888.98
hectare of land of 14 vil-
I will be aoquired, the re-
maining land is already with
the administration.

Consent was being sought
from the farmers for lind ac-
uisition. Now more than 70
percent of the farmers have
agreed to give land. A total
of 5 runways will be built at
the airport. In the first
phiase, one runway is being
built on 1334 hectare.

“Two runways will bebuilt
in the second phase and
two in the third and fourth
phases. There will e a dis-
tance of 1.5 km between
each runway so thit every-
onecan work independent-
Ty, If the distance is less
than this, there will be no
problem in take off and
landing of flights from the
runway.

In the second phase, a
runway will be built on 490
sere of 1365 heetare of land,
a service runway will be
built and aviation industry
will be set up on shout 800
acre. By the year 20235, it is
estimated that there will be
1800 gircrafts in the coun-
1y, whereas at present there
are 700 aircrafts.

Multi-sports
complex to be built
in Ghaziabad at
Rs 103 cr
____ Ghaziabad
A multi-sports complex will
be built at Rajuagar Exten-
sionin Ghazshad ata costof
Rs 103 crore.

AT

th the BIPall
set to form the
government
m Delhi, bu-
reaucrats working in the
city government have been
instructed to prepare drafis
of schemes centred around
women the party said it
would Jaunch in its mani-
festo for the elections.

Thie Delhi Women and
Child Development De-
partment has been in-
structed to prepare drafts
by Thursday for schemes
on providing Rs 2,500
monthly to all women, fi-
nancial aid to pregnant
women and assistance to
poor families for their
daughters' marriages, an
official said.

The BJP is expected to
name its chief minister for
the national capital by

Wednesday evening and
the swearing-in cereniony
is st to be held on Thurs-
day at the Ramlila Maidan.
The BJP returned to pow-
er in Delhi, defeating the
Aam Aadmi Party com-

Rekha Gupta meets LG
stakes claim to form govt

w Dethi

BJP MLA and Chief Minis-
ter-designate Rekcha Guplta
met Delhi Licutenant Gov-
ernor V K Saxena Wednes-
day evening and staked
claim to form government in
the national capital.

She was accompanied by
state BJP observers Ravi
Shankar Prasad and OP
Dhankar along with city BJP
president Virendra Sachde-
va, and Delhi MPs incloding
Bansuri Swaraj, Praveen
Kh delwal and Kamal 1

ing on Thursday.

A former Delli Universi-
ty Students’ Union (DUSLT)
president and civic body
councilor, she is set to be-
come the fourth woman
Chief Minister of Delhiafter
Sushma Swaraj, Sheila Dik-
shit, and Atishi.

The new BJIP government,
led by Gupta, will be sworn
inatagrand ceremony at the
Ramlila Maidan on Thurs-
day afternoon in the pres-
ence of Prime: Minister
N dra Modi and vther

Sehrawat.

BIP national vice-presi-
dent Baijoyant Jay Panda
wats also present at the Raj
Niwas,

Gupla, 50, was chosen as
the Leader of the House in
the Delhi Assembly duringa
BJP legislature party meet-

dignitaries. She will also be
the fourth Chief Minister
from the BIP in Delhi after
Madan Lal Khurana, Sahib
Singh Verma, and Sushma
Swaraj. Notably, Gupta i
going to be the only incum-
bent woman chief minister
inany BJP-ruled states.

Iy in the elections
held earlier this month.
The Delhi government
official said (hat the Mali-
la Samman Yojana would

be renamed Makila Sam=
ridhi Yojana and benefici-

Man held for toddler's death in
celebratory firing at wedding procession

Wednesday in connection
with the killing of a two-
and-a-half year old boy in
celebratory fire during &
wedding procession here
carlier this week, police
said.

The accused, Decpanshu
(24), from a village in Gur-
gaon, was arrested and a
country made pistol used
in the firing was recovered
by a team from Sector 49
police station, officinls said.

The incident occurred
around 10 pm on February
16, in Agabpur village
when a wedding proces-
sion was underway at the
residence of Balveer Singh.
police had snid.

Deepanshu and his ac-

aries will now receive Rs
2,500 per month, up from
Rs 1160 given by the pre-
vious government under

AAP,
In its poll manifesto, the
BIP also promised to

complice,Happy, allegedly
opened fire while cele-
brating their friend Ro-
han's wedding, they said.

Police said that Vikas
Sharma and his family
were watching the wed-
ding procession from their
baleony when a bullet
struek his child, who was in

Over 25 000 security personnel to be
deployed for Delhi CM's oath-taking ceremony

New Delhi

Vikramaditya Singh Malik
said that the wait of the
plavers of Ghazinbad is now
over. After the approval of
the government, the obsta-
¢le to build the multi-sports
complex has ended.

For this, the department
concerned has now been in-
structed to start the tender:
process. The agency re-
sponsible for the multi-
sports complexis C&DS Ut-
tar Pradesh Jal Nigam.
About 22 types of games
will be arranged for the play-
ers inthe multi sports com-
plex.

Chief engineer (Con-
struction) Narendra Ku-
mar Chaudhary said that
getting permission to build
o multi-sports complex un-
der the leadership of Gh
abad municipal commis-
sioner is a big success. Spa,
yoga room, physiotherapy
room, ai shooting room,
combat hall, squash coart.
doetor dinie, manager voom,
children's activity room,
command and control room,
common toilet block to
name a few willbe built in
the multi-sports complex.

The multi-sports com-
plex has been appraved in
Ghaziabad under the State
$mart City Scheme. The
construction of the multi-
sporis complex will notonly
e & SpOTSpeIsos but
will also be beneficial for
the youth of the city.

More than 25,000 securi-
ty personnel will be de-
ployed in the central,
north, and New Delhi ar-
eas of the city for the oath-
taking ceremony of the
new chief minister at the
Ramlila Maidan on Thurs-
day, an official said.

The ceremony is expect-
ed to tuke place at aronnd
12 pm at the sprawling
ground in the heart of the
national capital. Itislike-
Iv to be attended by top
BJP leaders, including
chief ministers from party -
ruled states.

"More than 25,000 po-
lice personnel and over 15
companies of paramilitary
forces will keep a strict
vigil," said the officer on
Wednesda rhing that
“robust” security arrange-
ments will be in place to
maintain law and order
situation,

“According to the secu-
rity plan, more than 5,000
police personnel, along
with paramilitary will be
deployed in and around
the Ramlila Maidan. We
have identified more than
2,500 strategic points
where heavy deployment
will be ensured,” he added.
Special Commissioner’ of
Police (Law and Order)
Rivindra Yaday told PTI
Videos that the Delhi Po-
lice has been preparing
for the event for the last

He said managing traffic
and parking around the
venue would he challeng-
ing due to the high number
of vehicles cxpected to
reach there,

“Delhi Commissioner of
Police Sanjay Arora visited
the venue this morning.
He personally reviewed
the preparations. We are
sure that we will manage
the event smooth 1
the Special CP Yaday.

Another senior officer
said the Delhi Police is in
touch with other security
forces.

“Only authorised peos-
ple will be allowed near the
venue. We have also
chalked outa traffic plan,”
he said.

Police said along with
other emergency Tesponse
teams, theve will be multi-
ple layers of barricades to
ensure the safety and se-
curity of the dignitaries.

commandos, quick reac-
tion teams, PCR vans, anti-
sabotage chel and
SWAT teams will be de-
ployed at strategic loca-
tions while snipers will be
positioned at high-rise
buildings nearby. Every
nook and cranny will be
monitored through Al-
based facial recognition
CCTV cameras.

First-aid kiosks and oth-
er facilities will also be set
up at the venue, they said.
Meanwhile, the Delhi Po-
lice has ssued an adviso-
ty regarding the teaffic di-
versions and restrictions
arcund the Ramlila Maid-
an.

As alarge gathering, in-
cluding several VVIPs and
VIPs, is expected at the
venue, certain diversions
and restrictions will be in
place, the advisory said.

The traffic will be di-
verted from Subhash Park

T-Point, Raj Ghat, Delhi
Gate, ITO, Ajmeri Gate,
Ranjeet Singh Flyover,
Bhabhuti Marg-DDU Marg
Red Light, and the round-
about at Jhandewalan, it

Traffic diversions and
restrictions may be im-
posed on the BSZ Marg
(ITO to Delhi Gate), JLN
Marg (Delhi Gate to Gury
Nanak Chowk), Atuna Asif
Ali Road, Minto Road,
Kamla Market to Ham:
dard Chowk, Ranjeet
Singh Flyover to Turkman
Gate, and Ajmeri Gate to
Kamla Market and nearby
arcas from 7 am to 4 pm
on Thursday.

"Use the Pahargan] side
to reach New Delhi Rail-
way Station and avoid the
Ajmeri Gate side,” the ad-
visory saidh Police urged
commuters to use public
transport te help reduce
congestion and park their
vehieles only at designated
5pols to ensure smooth
flow of traffic, it said.

“If any unusual or sus-
picious objects or indi
uals are noticed, please
inform the police immedi-
ately,” it said.

The BIP has come to
power in Delhi after 26
years, defeating the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in the
February 5 Delhi Assembly
polls. The saffron party
got 48 seats out of a total
of 70.

launch the Mukhys Mantri
Kanyadan Yojana (MMEKY),
which will provide financial
assistance of Rs 50,000 to
poor families for their
daughters' marriages.

"Earlier, only widows re-
ceived financial assistance
of Rs 30,000 under the
Widow-Daughter Marriage
Scheme to marry off their
daughters. However, un-
der the newly proposed
MMEKY scheme, girls from
underprivileged  back-
grounds will also receive Rs
50,000," the official ex-
plained.

Additionally, the depart-
ment is working on nutri-
tional charts to prepare kits
for pregnant women under
the Mukhya Muntri Matrit-
va Suraksha Yojana (MMM-
SY).

As per the BJP's mani-
festo, under MMMSY, all

the lap of a person.

Following the incident, a
case has been registered
under Section 105 (culpa-
ble homicide not amount-
ing to murder) of the Bhar-
tiva Nyaya Sanhiti (BNS)
and the Arms Act, a police
officer said.

Deputy Commissioner

pregnant women will re-
ceivefinancial assistance of
Rs 21,000 along with six m-
tritional kits.

The officer said, "We have
been directed to submit the
reports to the chief secretary
by February 20. Further
changes will be made in the
final report based on their
instructions.”

To raise public aware-
ness, the department plans
to advertise the schemes,
their benefits, and the reg-
istration procedures
through radio jingles; metro
station displays and an-
nouncements, and hoard-
ings, he said.

On the occasion of Tnter-
national Women's Day on
March 8, the department
willhold & media briefing to

announce the schemes and
provide rel

ted details, the

offi id

BIP national vice-
president Baijayant
Jay Panda was also
present at the Raj
Niwas. Gupta, 50,
was chosen as the
Leader of the House
in the Delhi Assem-
bly during a BJP leg-
islature party
meeting on Thurs-
day.

of Police (DCP) Ram
Badan Singh said two men
were identified on the ba-
sis of the video footage
recorded by the child's
Family.

Saras Mela to be held
in Noida from Feb 21

Naida

Suras Ajeevika Meln 202518
#uing to be organised forthe
fifth time here from’ Febru-
any 21, 2025 to March 10,
2025. The theme of the fair
is "Development of export
potential of Lakhpati SHG
Didi".

The fiairis being organised
in sector-33A Noida Haat.
Organised by the Union
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment. with the support of
National Institute of Rural
Development and Panchay-
ati Ra, this fair will mainky
showease the erafts of raral
India.

More than 400 woman

son will participate
in the festival, Apart from
this, more than 85 cultural
programmes will be organ-
ised. This information was
given by Swati Sharma, joint
secretary of the Union Min-
istry of Rural Development
and Gautim Buddha Nagar
distriet magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma.

‘This time in Saras Ajeevi-
kat Meln, a group of 8o ¢n-
terprising housewives from
20 states will sel up stalls of
famous regional cuisines of
their states in which' visi-
tors will get the taste of re-
gional cuisines of every state.
This time more than 400
Lakhpati Didi from all over
the country will be the spe-
cial guests of Saras Mela.

Giving information abeut
the fair, Sharma said that

Jamia students protest at Jantar Mantar over suspension of 17

New Delhi

Jamia Millia Islamia stu-
dents staged a protest at the
Jantar Mantar here on
Wednesdiy against the sus-
pensivn of 17 students for
participating in demon-
strations on the cappus:

Left-affiliated student or-
ganisations — All India Stu-
dents' Association (ATSA),

Students Federation of in-
dia (SFT). All India Demo-
erafic Students' Organisa-
tion (AIDSO) and others -
- took part in the Jantar
Mantat protest.

The students demanded
revocation of the suspen-
sion of 17 students and also
no disciplinary action for
taking part in demonstra-

tions.

There was no response
available from the Jamia
administration,

The issue started after
the university administra-
tion suspended two PhD
scholars for allegediy lead-
ing an unauthorised protest
in December last year. Stu~
dentactivists, however, ar-

gue that the administra-
tion is attempting o sup-
press dissent.

Some students alleged
that palive contacted their
parents, warming them of
possible FIRs against their
wards if they continued to
participate in protests. The
protesters demanded that
no disciplinary action be

taken against students for
engaging in demonstra-
tions.

According to the AISA,
the nniversity administra-
tion suspended 17 students
overnight, which prompted
their peers from various
departments to declaye a
boycott in solidarity.
sciplinary commit-

tee is scheduled to meet
on February 25 1o review
the role of the two PhD
scholars in organising
"Jamia Resistance Day' on
December 15, 2024. The
annual event commemo-
rates the beginning of the
2019 protests sgainst the
Citizenship Amendment
Act(CAA).

More than 400
woman craftsperson
will participate in the
festival. Apart from
this, more than 85 cul-
tural programmes will
be organised.

some excellent exhibits in
Saras Ajeevika Mela 2025
will inelude handloom, saree
and dress material. Thesein-
clude Kalamkari from
Andhra Pradesh, Mekhela
Chadar from Assam, Col-
ton and Silk from Bihar,
Kosa Sarce from Chhattis-
garh, Bharat Gunthan and
Patchwork from Gujarat,
Tasar Silk and Cotton from
Jharkhand as well as Du-
panta and Dress Material,
Chanderi and Bagh Print
from Madhya Pradesh, Eri
Products from Meghalaya,
Tasar and Banda from
Odisha, Kanchipuram from
Tamil Nadu. Posvipuram
from Telangana, Pashmina
from Uitarakhand, Katha,
Batik Priant, Tant asnd
Buluchan from West Ben-
gal Organic food will
also be setup in the fair.

BHRNBE OF NAME
G D], Wi, Nar erer Srgh
Chauhan, have comected rry name
inBirth Cestificite (issuad by MU
aicipal Counsil Kullu) of my daiigh-
e {Aanchal Craubian) Vido Al
dait clated 17th Fely, 2025 before
District Notary KU ludneotrect
e af faithesin Birth cenificite:
GIRUA CHAUHANCorect

name GIRLY DEVI

PUBLIC NOTICE

This i to inform public at
large that my client PREM
SWARQOP BHATNAGAR (UID
No.4967-0576- 1208} Soni of
LAXMAN SWAROOP BHATNA-
GAR aged 52 Years resident of
€-29,BLOCK - C SITAPUR]
PART 1, PALAMDABRI ROAD,
|SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
| 110045, have cut off her fami-
ly relfations and have Dis-
owned her Son UTSAV BHAT-
NAGAR {UID No. 2688-7623-
1083} from his Movatile & Im-
movable Properties due to his
disobedientand quarrelsome
nature and my client shall not
e responsitile for any act of
LITSAV BHATNAGAR (UID
No-2688-7623-1083) in any
manner in future startad from
| 17th October 2029 onwirds.
ANILKUMAR

ADVOCATE

C-8A, SITAPURI PART-1
NEW DELHI-130045

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to.all thar my
clients Sh. Veer Singh Gosain,
5/0.Sh. Pratap Singh Gosain
andSmt Maheshwan Devi,
Wb, Sh. Vesr Singh Gosain
both fi/o, C-236, Parvatia Aan-
chal, Street No 5, Near Hanu-
man Mandir, Sant-nagar, Bus
rari, delhi- 110084 have sev-
ered all their relations what-
sgever (n any manner from
thir elder son namety Shi 5a-
tender Gosain, his wife Smt.
Kiran Gasain, andhars minor
daughter Shrae Priya and
younger son Sh. Sandeep Go-
sain his wife Smt. Sapna, and
twe minor daughters Aradhya
and ishana due to miscon-
duct cruelty and disobedient
dane by them and also de-
barred from & moveable and
immovable propertiss and my
dightsshall not be responsi-
ble for any act done by them
andiiF any persan deal with
them thay sokely respansibie
for that in future.
INAVEEN K SHARMA
ADVOCATE
9498, Library Road, Azad
Market Delhi-110006

datedd 16022025 Open o Tenvder mitee)
oy S, Divislonil Eiectieal Eriginoer(G)
Eontom Ralay, Makda Toum Office Bl
dihg. D Shejhulia. Dist Maldn, P
732102 (WR) from Firmsiagencies!
Coniraciocs of resuts having experence
and financial solvency tor it following

[wor - Hame of Wark = Aurieniation of
Elpc. wb-atition, dlectrical assets with
athar sty work unda |utfediction o
SSE/EGIBhaguipur. Tander Vatua

79.74,516 35 Earnust Money

7 1.55,500/- Cont of lander documient.
NI D time for submissien of
| etander : From 26.02:2025 10 15:30 1
of 1203 2025 Wabsite porticulurs &

..

in Notice boang: S1 DEE(G). Eastam
Raiwrty. Malda Tawn's offics. Tenderern
am raguistad 10 o thmugh the detalled
Tender Nesie & docurment on the wibsia |
Wi {ropas. goviim Mo man il offur wit be
sceapled in any ciciihstances.

[MLD- 22207425

Tender Notin is afso avaitable af wetrvites

- wwwe.ar indiars albways.gavn | wew.irsga govin

3| EasternRall
TiGersmmnsssorar

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Mo, 128-WIiZEOe Terder Notice/NITIAAT024-25W-3
e S, Drsipaal Engineeril, blomham Rty Batni Srivon nyies & Tuder for

nted: 19,02.2025.

1 lowg wark
1| Name of work Upgrocatan ava. nipainng of PF surface
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St under ADENIDLL
| Approx cost of work TEIBIT A0 (Fupmes Nioety Nirs Lawn
Ninaly Eight Tholmand  Severtosn and
Ninoty Pisise cely)
3| Eamest Money 1o be 200,000 (Rupaes Two Lakn Only)
doposited
4| Cont of tender documant_| T 00
5| Dota & Tima of TS 01 1500w
‘submissinn of tanes bid
taindor
& | Websive particulars. W ireps. gov.in.
where complete details
tendar documants can
be poon
7| Atlocation CETET)

= T gantedris mast ba rogisteree <n e Indlan Raiway E-Procuteming Sysiem
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Delhi pollution control panel presents action

plan to PMO for Yamuna rejuvenation

New Delhi

ith the change

in  govern-

ment in the

national capi
tal, an action plan to
vengte the Yamuna river
has been submitted to the
Prime Minister's Office
(PMO), focusing on boost-
ing sewage treatment ca-
pacity and other critical
measures, officials said on
Waednesday.

The Delhi Pollution Con-
trol Commiittee (DPCC) tin-
der the Department of En-
vironment presented a doc-
ument to the PMO last
week regarding the deaning
and rejuvenation of the Ya-
muna.

The planalso outlines
key measnres, including
tapping of major drains,
setting up new sewage
treatment plants (STPs),
connecting drainage sys-
tem in JJ clusters, trap-
ping all drains, upgrading
common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs), removing
encroachments from flood-
plains and beautifying the
riverfront.

Cleaning of the Yamuna
was at the centre of polities

in the run-up to the Delhi
assembly polls with the BIP
slamming the then ruling
AAP for failing to rejuve-
natethe river during its 10-
year rule,

The BIP, which has come
o power winning 48 out of
the 70 assembly seats in
the recent polls, has said
cleaning of the Yamuna will
be among the top priorities
of its government in Delhi.

According to the docu-
ment sent to PMO last
week, the DPCC has high-

Rahul Gandhi citizenship row
Delhi HC asks status of Swamy's
representation to govt

Nt

New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
‘Wednesday asked the Cen-
tre to apprise it of the sta-
tus of BJP leader Subra-
manian Swany's represen-
tation given to the
istry of Home Affairs
Rahul Gandhi's Indian cit-
izenship.

Abench of Chief Justice
D K Upadhyaya and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela posted
the hearing on March 26.
"Liston March 26 toenable
the counsel for the Cen-
tre/additional solicitor gen-
erdl to complete their in-
structions especially keep-
ing in view the document
enclosed in the petition
which isa letter dated April
29, 2019, issued by the fo!
eigners division of the Min
istry of Home Affairs, Gov-
ernment of India, to re-
spondent number 2 (Rahul
Gandhi),” the bench said.

Swamy said he wished
to know the status of his
representation.

His plea, filed by advo-
cate Satya Sabharwal, ar-
gued on August 6, 2019, a
letter was sent to the min-
istry alleging Gandhi had
"voluntarily disclosed" to
the British government that
he was a citizen of British
nationality, amounting to
holding a British passport.

Swamy therefore said the
Congress leader, being an
Indian citizen, had violated
Article 9 of the Constitu-
tion, read with the Indian
Citizenship Aet, and would
cease to be an Indian citi-
2

en.

He claimed to have made
several representations to
the ministry inquiring
about the status of his com-
plaint but neither was any
agtion taken nor was he in-
timated about it.

Inthe MHA's April 2019
letter to Gandhi, he was
informed about Swamy's
representation regarding
his citizenship and he was
reportedly asked to inti-
mate the factual position in
the maiter within a fort-
nightof réceiptof the com-

During the Wednesday's
hearing, BIP worker from
Karnataka S Vignesh
Shishir, who has filed a pe-
tition in the Allahabad High
Courton theissue of Gand-
hi's citizenship, said
Swamy's plea was infruc-
tuons in view of the Centre's
statement in the Allahabad
High Court.

He said the Centre sub-
mitted before the Allahabad
High Court that they were
in the final stage of taking
a decision based on his fep-
resentation to them.

On being asked what he
wanted from the Delhi
High Court, Shishir said. "I
am trving to submit that
this particular case here
has become infructuous
particularly in view of the
submission of government
of India before the Alla-
habad High Court in mype
tition".

The bench questioned
him whether the pendency
of a plea in the Allahabad
High Court ereated a bar on
it to entertain this petition.

He said he was just mak-
ing "supportive” submis-
sions,

The bench asked the Cen-
tre's counsel to get instrue-
tions on the status of
Swamy's complaint given to
the authorities.

"This petition seeks a
prayer only to the extent of
decision on the represen-
tation given by the peti-
tioner. That is all. We are
not deciding substantively
the issue raised by the pe-
titioner in either of the mat-
ters, whether pending here
or in Allahabad. We are
not called upon to make
any decision on the sub-
stantive issue raised,” it
said. The bench went on to
add that based on Swaniy's
complaint some reply was
called for by the govern-
merit of India from Gandhi.

"What happened there-
after, heisanxious to know
that. That's all. So seek in-
structions please,” the court
said.

lighted that the 48-km
stretch of the Yamuna from
Palla to Asgarpur village in
the city has been classified
as a "Priority-1" (top prior-
ity) polluted stretch.

A key concern raised in
the document is the high
Biochemical Oxygen De-
mand (BOD) levels, which
remain far above the de-
sired standard of 3 mg/1. To
improve water quality, the
document has emphasised
the need for a minimum en-
vironmental flow (E-flow)

- |
of 23 cumecs (437 MGD).

However, due to exist-
ing water shortages, the
current flow into Delhi is
nearly nil. Pending dam
projects, including Renuka,
Lakhawar and Kishau,
could help address this gap,
it said.

The plan to curb pollu-
tion includes a 100 per cent
sewnge treatment initiative,
which involves upgrading
37 existing STPs and con-
structing new ones.

The city's sewage treat-

ment capacity is set to in-
crease from 792 MGD (mil-
lion gallons per day) in
2023 to 964.5 MGD by De-
cember 2026, with a new
STP planned at Delhi Gate
and 40 new decentralised
STPs (DSTPs) in the
pipeline. Additionally, 14
existing STPs are sched-
uled for upgradation by De-
cember 2026.

Efforts are also being
made to trap and divert 22
drains that flow into the
Yanmma.

According to the DPCC's
document, 10 drains have
already been tapped, two
are partially tapped and
eight remain untapped.

Five major drains - Na-
jafgarh, Shahdara, Bara-
pullah, Maharani Bagh and
Mori Gate -- areyet to be ad-
dressed to divert 48.14 MGD
of waste water by December
2025.

The plan also focuses on
expanding the sewerage net-
work in unanthorised
colonies and JI clusters,
with 1,799 nnauthorised
colonies currently undergo-
ing work. The target for
completion is December
2026.

Addressing concerns over
encroachment, the report
states that over L500 acres
of floodplain have been
cleared in the past 31
months, with drone surveys
assisting in further removal.

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has been
tasked with restoring river-
front areas, developing bio-
diversity parks and remov-
ing construction debris. A
drone survey is also being
conducted to assess and
clear further encroach-
ments, the plan stated.

TFor the beautification and
restoration of the Yamuna
riverfront, the plan includes
the development of 11 bio-
diversity parks and wetland
areas covering approxi-
mately 1,600 hectares.

The restoration of histor-
ical ghats is also a key focus,
with Vasudev Ghat already
developed and DDA work-
ing to conserve the old ghats.

Additionally, the removal
of construietion waste and
debris from the floodplains
is being prioritised, with the
DDA coordinating efforts
to clear materials left from
bridge, metro and rail proj-
ects.

CPCB report NGT slams UP body asks if it

New Delhi

The National Green Tribu-
nal on  Wednesday
slammed the Uttar Pradesh
Pollution' Control Board,
asking whether it disputed
the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board's finding on high
levels of fagcal coliform be-
ing found in the water at
various locations in Praya-
graj during the ongoing
Mahaknmbh.

Abench comprising NGT
Chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava, Judi-
cial Member Justice Sudhir
Agarwal and Expert Mem-
ber A Senthil Vel was hear-
ing the issue of preventing
sewage discharge into the

Ganga and Yamuna rivers
in Prayagraj.

Additional advocate gen-
eral Garima Prashad said
the CPCB did notinform it
about the places from
where the water samples
were taken.

The bench however asked

New Delhi Railway Station
stampede: Delhi HC asks railways to
take note of pti-preview-theweek

New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday asked the Rail-
ways to examine the fixing of
maximum passengers and
sale of platform Hekets — is-
sues raised ina PIL over the
recent stampede at the New
Delhi Railway Station.

Abench of Chief Justice D
K Upadhyaya and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela asked
theauthorities concerned to

sues raised in the PIL would
be considered at the highest
level.

The court said the PIL
was not confined to the re-

her if the UPPCB was dis-
puting or challenging the
report and said there was
no statutory requirement
for the CPCB to provide in-
formation before taking
samples,

The benchralso slammed
the UPPCB saying the sam-

disputes water contamination finding

ple collection points did
not matter and that it was
enough that the stretch of
the river was polluted.

Prashad also informed
the bench that UPPCB had
filed an action-taken re-
port on Eebruary 18 to
which the bench said that
faecal coliform levels were
not mentioned in the report
and that the report related
to dates before Junuary 12

The AAG assured the
bench that the state was
taking corrective measures
and a new report would be
filed within a week.

Advocate Saurabh Tiwari
appeared as the petitioner
in the case,

PM degree row Awarding
degree public act under
RTI Delhi HC told

New Delhi

In a hearing over Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
educational records, the
Delhi High Court was on
Wednesday informed that
awarding a degree to a stu-
dentwas not a private, but
apublicaet, covered under
the ambit of Right to In-
formation (RTT).

Appearing before Justice
Sachin Datta, seniof advo-
cate Shadan Farasat while
representing RTI applicant
Trshad who sought disclo-
sure of the PM's degree,
argued the Delhi Universi-
ty (DU) was undoubtedly a
"public authority” under
the RTI Act and divulging
information on a degree
could not be contested on
the ground of locus or in-
tent of the seeker.

The matter relates to an
order of the Central Infor-
mation Commission (CIC)
on December 21, 2016, al-
lowing inspection of
records of all students who
cleared the BA exam in
1978 -- the year Prime Min-
ister Modi also passed it.
The high court stayed the
CIC order on January 23,
2017.

TFarasat said, "Degree isa
privilege and not a right. Tt
is a privilege that the state
has given me for meeting
certain standards. The
grant of degree is a public
act. It is to represent to
public that he is qualified.
There s nothing private
about it. Idon't need a de-
gree for myself. Ttisapub-
lic act."

He argued even a stu-
dent's marksheet com-
prised marks that were
made public by an univer-

sity and refuted the exis-
tence of a fiduciary rela-
tionship between DU and
its students in this instance.

“This is information, the
creator of which is DU. De-
greeis givenby DU. Itisnot
my degree given to DU,"
added Farasat.

The RTI Act, he said, was
"applicant agnostic” and
"reason agnostic” and the
onus was on the authorities
to make out any case of ex-
emption from disclosure,

"(The questions) 'Why
do you need it? why you?'
Thave been done away with.
Pablic or citizen has an in-
terest in everything public
and the (question of) 'why
are yon canvassing?' is ir-
relevant in RTL Any infor-
mation with the public au-
thority is included and ex-
ceptions have to beshown,”
submitted Farasat.

Senior advoeate Sanjay
Hegde, appearing for an-
other RT1 applicant Neeraj,
said under the election law,
the educational gualifica-
tion of a candidate had to
be disclosed as public has
the right to know.

In its plea challenging
the CIC decision, DU called
it an “arbitrary” order
which was “untenable in
law” as the information
sought to be disclosed was
a “third party personal in-
formation”.

DU, through solicitor
general Tushar Mehta, on
February 11 argued that it
held the information in'a fi-
duciary capacity and "mere

i *in the absence
of public interest did not
entitle anyone to seek pri-
vate information under RTT
law.

Murder trial of Dr. Asha Goel begins after 21-year delay

New Delhi

After more than two
decades, the long-awaited
trial for the brutal murder of
Dr. Asha Goel has officially
started, with the first witness
testimony marking a critical
step toward justice. The
case, which has faced re-
peated delays despite sub-
stantial evidence, is now
moving forward in the in-
dian courts.

Dr. Asha Goel, a 63-vear-
old Canadian citizen and

statein its affidavit, the de-  centincident of stampedeas  esteemed Obstetrician and
tails of it: ontheis- it i ionof G Ist, was
sues. theexisting legal provisions  while visiting her brother's

"Let the issues raised in
the petition be i

with respect to maximum
number of ina

as suggested by the solicitor
general, at the highest level
at the Railway Board and
thereafter an affidavit be
filed by the respondent giv-

compartment and sale of
platform tickets.

If the legal provisions were
perhaps implemented ade-
quately, such incidents of

et

ing details of the decisions
which might betaken by the
Railway Board," the conrt ar-
dered.

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta said the matter was
not taken in an adversarial
manner and the Railways
was boundto follow the law.

Hesaid there was an "un-
precedented" situation and
assured the court thatthe is-

could by
it added.

The matter would come
up on March 26.

A PIL was also filed in the
Supreme Court on February
17, two days after the tragic
incident that clainied 18 lives
and left 15 injured, and
sought immediate action to
prevent such disasters in the
future,

residence in Mumbai on
August 22, 2003. She was
attacked in her sleep and
fought back againstmultiple
assailants before being
bludgeoned to death with a
granite rock. The erime oc-
curred in the upscale Mal-
abar Hill area, inside the
Sudhakar building on the
14th floor Investigations
quickly focused on her
brothers, Suresh Agrawal
and Subhash Agrawal, amid
suspicions of an inheritance
dispute as the motive. While
Suresh Agrawal passed away
in 2003, law enforcement
continued its probe, leading

to the arrest of four indi-
viduals in 2006: Pradeep
Parab, Manchar Shinde, PK
Goenka, and Narendra Goel
Authorities allege that these
men were hired by Suresh
and Subhash to carry out the
murder.

Dr. Goel had been advo-
cating for her youngest
brother, Shekhar, to receive
a fair share of their father’s
estate, a position that re-
portedly placed her in con-
flict with Suresh and Sub-
hash. The disputed assets,
including high-value real
estate in Mumbai, were at
the center of the conflict.

Despite compelling evi-
denee, including a confes-

sion from one of the ac-
cused, DNA analysis, and
the recovery of bloodstained
clothing, the case has been
miredin procedural delays.
The Supreme Court of India
had previously ordered an
expedited trial to conclude
within ix months, yet more
than fen years have passed
since that directive.

“A delay of this magni-
tude, especially when there
isa confession and physical
evidence, raises serious con-
cerns about the efficiency of
the Indian justice system,”
said Rashmi Goel, daughter
of the victim and a professor
of Criminal Law at the Uni~
versity of Denver, “Key wit-

mnesses and even one of the
accused have already passed
away during this prolorged
process.”

Renowned prosecutor
Ujwal Nikam, a recipient of
the prestigious Padma Shri
award, is now leading the
case. Having handled nu-
merous high-profile crimi-
nal and terrorism trials,
Nikam has acknowledged
the excessive delays and
commended the Goel fami-
ly's resilience in their pursuit
of justice.

The case underscores
broader issues, including
delays in the judicial system,
inheritance-related family
disputes, and women's safe-
ty. The international nature
of the case has also drawn
attention from Canada,
where Dr. Goel's family con-
tinues to await justice.

Akey development is ex-
pected later this month with
the testimony of Pradeep
Parab, the key witness who
turned approver. Dr. Goel's
husband and three chil-
dren—Sanjay, Rashmi, and
Seema—who residein North
‘America, remain hopeful
that justice will finally be
served.

From RSS to Delhi CM office via student politics Rekha Gupta kept focus on women welfare

New Delhi
Former DUSU president
and first-time MLA Rekha
Gupta, who has had along
association with the RSS
and is set to become the
fourth woman chief minis-
ter of Dethi. has worked ex-
tensively for women's wel-
fare.

The 50-year-old legisla-
tor from Shalimar Bagh
was chosen as the Leader
of the House in the Delhi
Assembly atthe BJP legis-

lature party meeting on
Wednesday. The party has
returned to powerin Delhi
after over 26 years, ending
the 10-year rule of the
Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP.

Born in Haryana's Ju-
lana, Gupta is a BCom
graduate from Delhi Uni-
versity's Daulat Ram Col-
lege. She later earned a
law degree from Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Uni-
versity, Meerut, and also
practised as an advocate.

Gupta, who has had a
32-year association with
the RSS, began her politi-
cal journey with the Akhil
Bharatiya  Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) at Delhi
University's Daunlat Ram
College in 1992. In 1995-
96, she was the secretary of
the Delhi University Stu-
dents' Union and was its
president in 1996-97.

In 2002, she joined the
‘BJP and has been the na-
tional secretary of the par-

ty's vouth wing. Gupta has
also served as the BJP's
women wing in charge in
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh.

She is also the national
vice-president of BJP
Mahila Morcha.

After being elected as a
epuncillor from North Pita-
mpura in 2007, Gupta
worked for the welfare of
women and children. She
launched inifiatives like
the Sumedha Yojana,

which supported econom-
ically weaker female stu-
dents in pursuing higher
education.

She was elected council-
lor thrice -- 2007-2012,
2012-17 and of Shalimar
Bagh from 2022-25. Asthe
head of the Women Wel-
fare and Child Develop-
ment Committee of the
civic body, she led em-
powerment campaigns for
women.

As the Leader of the

House in Delhi Assembly
she is going to be the fourth
woman chief minister of
Delhi after Sushma Swaraj,
Sheila Dikshit and Atishi.
‘Also, she will be the fourth
BJP chief minister in Del-
hi after Madan Lal Khu-
rana, Sahib Singh Verma
and Sushma Swaraj.
Following her swearing-
in, she will be the only
woman chief minister in
any of the states being cur-
rently ruled by the BJP.
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Union Minister
accuses Chandi-
garh Police of
abuse, breach
of security
upon visit to
Punjab CM

Chandigarh
Union Minister for Rail-
ways, Ravneet Singh
Bittu has filed a com-
plaint with the Director
General of Police (DGP),
Chandigarh  Police, al-
leging physical and ver-
bal abuse by Chandigarh
Police officers during his
visit to Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann's resi-
dence in Chandigarh.

In_his letter, Bittu
detailed the incident:

"They misbehaved with
me, using verl and
physical abuse. A team
led by DSP Uday Pal Sin-
gh consisting of two As-
sistant  Sub-Inspectors
and three constables
verbally and physically
abused me."

He described how the
situation escalated when
his vehicle was blocked
by the police.

"After that, [ entered
my vehicle to leave, but
DSP Uday Pal and his
team stopped my car
cavalecade by blocking
my way with their cars.
My security was alerted
by this ambiguous ac-
tion of Chandigarh Po-
lice of trying te breach
my Z+ security,” Bittu
stated.

Perpetrators
caught: Punjab
DGP on recent
cases of
alleged blasts

Chandigarh
Punjab Director Gener-
al of Police (DGP) Gau-
rav Yadav has informed
that the perpetrators
behind the recent cases
of alleged blasts in the
border state have been
arrested.

On the recent cases of
alleged blasts in Punjab,
DGP Gaurav Yaday said,
" All the so-called gre-
nade blasts, there have
been 12 such cases, and
all of them have been
traced. Tn all the cases,
we have caught the per-
petrators.”

He was speaking to
reporters at a press
conference on Wednes-
day. DGP Gaurav Ya-
day warried that "black
sheep” in the police
force are not going to be
tolerated.

DGP Yadav said, "The
police authorities in
Punjab are undertaking
an exercise to identify in-
stances where police of-
ficers have been booked
into FIRs, or there are
allegations: of miscon-
duct against them. See-
ing the eﬂdence‘ action
is being taken."

He said, "So far, there
have been 52 dismissals
of police officers, from
constables to mspcctors,
for being mvohed in
corrupt practices.”

The officer pledged
that Punjab Police is
committed to rendering
citizen-friendly  police
services.
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Punjab CM Mann hands over
govt job letters to 497 youth

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

on the
mission  employ-
'ment, Punjab
Chief Minister Bhag-

want Singh Mann on
Wednesday banded over
appointment letters to
497 youth for govern-
ment jobs. Along with
this, the Chief Minister
has sel a new milestone
by brightening the lives
of 50.892 faiilies with-
in about three years of
his tenure.

The Chief Minister
today handed over ap-
pointment letters to the
youth recruited in the
Department of Water
Supply and Sanitation,
Department of School
Edueation, Higher Ed-
ucation and Languages,
Rural Development, and
Department of Science,
Technology and Envi-
ronment.

Addressing the gath-
ering at the Municipal
Bhavan here, the Chief
Minister said that it is
a memorable occasion
when these youths are
becoming part of the
family of the Punjab gov-
ernment. He hoped that
these youths would be-
come active participants
in the socio-economic
development of the state
by joining these respec-
tive departments. Bhag-
want Singh Mann said
that for the first time in
the history of the state,
any government has
given a record 50,802
jobs to the youth within
35 months of coming to
power.

The Chiel Minister
said that it is a matter of

great pride for him that
all the jobs have been
given purely on the ba-
sis of merit without
corruption or nepotis
He said that the opposi
tion parties make noise
about jobs only because
they were discriminat-
ing and never looked at
these deserving youths.
He said that during his
tenure he never gave a
single job to deserving
youth. Bhagwant Sin-
gh Mann said that the
few jobs that were given
during the previous gov-
ernments were reserved
only for close relatives or
close relatives, while the
COMMON man was com-
pletely ignored.

The Chief Minister
said that the state gov-
ernment fills all the
posts as soon as they be-
come vacant in any de-
partment. He said that
a strict methodology has
been adopted for the en-
tire recruitment process,
due to which not a single

Full state honours for last
rites of ex-MLAs distinguished
people in Uttarakhand: Dhami

Dehradun

The last rites of former
MLAs and people who
make a mark in public
life in Uttarakhand will
be performed from now
onwards with full state
honours.

The  announcement
was made by Uttara-
khand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
on Wednesday during
an obituary reference
being made to former
prime minister Man-
mohan Singh and for-
mer Bhagwanpur MLA
Chandrashekhar  Bhat-
tewale by the state As-
sembly during its ongo-
ing Budget Session,

Dhami rose from his
seat (o announce the
decision when BSP MLA
from Laksar Muham-
mad Shahzad said it was
sad to see the former

1 Tootel

the state &,memment
much. Irequest the chief
minister to make an an-~
nouncement  ensuring
that all former MLAs
get state honours during
their last rites," Shahzad
said.

Shahzad who repre-
sents the BSP thanked
the chief minister for the
announcement.

Earlier, paying tribute
to former prime minis-
ter M han  Singh,

not accorded state hon-
ours at his cremation,

"l attended his (Bhat-
tewale's) funeral. MLAs
Sanjay Batra and Adesh
Chauhan were also there.

"It was sad to see the
former legislator not
accorded  state  hon-
ours during cremation.
It would not have cost

Dhami said the country
will always remember
his contribution as the
finance minister in the
Narasimha Rao govern-
ment.

He also described
Bhattewale as an M1A
who worked tirelessly
for the welfare of his
constituency.

appointment in these
nearly 50,000 jobs has
been challenged in any
court so far. Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that it
is a matter of pride for
the Punjab government
that these youths have
been given government
jobs purely on the basis
of merit.

The Chief Minister
said that the incident
of deporting the youth
from America is a big
lesson for all of us and
the youth of the state
should work hard here
and achieve success in
various fields instead of
going abroad in search
of a better future. He
said that the state gov-
ernment is providing
many opportunities to
the youth to achieve suc-
cess in various fields.
Giving an  example,
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that more than
51,000 youths in the
state have secured gov-
ernment jobs with hard

work, dedication and
commitment.

The Chiefl Minister
said that there are in-
stances where the youth
have got two to three
jobs in the state during
the last one year. He said
that due to this there has
been a reduction in the
trend of migration as the
youth who had earlier
setiled abroad are now
returning to get govern=
ment jobs. He said that
even in today's program,
a couple has come back
from Canada to join
government service and
similarly a young man
gave up the idea of go-
ing abroad because he
got a job here. Bhag-
want Singh Mann said
that his government is
giving jobs to the youth
every day and the youth
should take advantage of
this situation and work
here.

Calling it a historic
turning point, the Chief
Minister hoped that

52 Punjab cops dismissed
from service in a week

on corruption charges

Chandigarh
Fifty-two Punjab Police
officials booked for cor-

The Chief Minister
today handed over
appointment letters
to the youth recruited
in the Department

of Water Supply
and Sanitation,
Department of
School Education,
Higher Education
and Languages,
Rural Development,
and Department of
Science, Technology

and Environment.

these jobs would change
the fortunes of the youth.
He said that this audi-
torium has witnessed
many such programs in
which the youth have
gol jobs in various gov-
ernment departments.
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that this shows the
commitment of the state
governmenl to ensure
the welfare of the youth
and open new avenues of
employment for them.

Congratulating the
youth, the Chief Minister
said that now they have
become an integral part
of the government and
now they should serve
the people with mission-
ary zeal. Bhagwant Sin-
gh Mann hoped that the
newly recruited youth
would use their pen for
the welfare of the needy
and backward sections
of the society. He said
that the newly recruit-
ed youth should ensure
the greater welfare of
the people so that every
section of the society can
benefit from it.

rupt | s have been
dismissed from service
in a week, Director Gen~
eral of Police Gaurav Ya-
dav said on Wednesday.

He said the dismissed
police personnel includ-
ed those from the rank
of constables 1o inspec-
tors.

"The message is very
clear that black sheep in
the police force will not
be tolerated and strict
action will be taken
against them," the state
police chief said, adding
the force is committed
to the zero tolerance pol-
iey on corruption.

Addressing the me-
dia here, Yadav said the
action is being taken
in accordance with the
instructions of the Pun-
jab government issued
on February 13, em-
phasising transparency,
accountability and in-
tegrity in public service
delivery.

Since the instructions
were issued, "we have
dismissed 52 officers
from the rank of consta-
bles to inspectors for be-
ing involved in corrupt
pramce< and malprac-
tices", he said

“Police authorities in
the state of Punjab in
all the districts are un-
dertaking an exercise, as
per facts of each case, to
identify instances where
police officers have been
booked and there are se-
rious allegations of mis-
conduct," he said.

"And seeing the evi-
dence in each case, ac-
tion as deemed fit is be-
ing taken," the DGP said.

He also referred to a
recent case in which a

CM Slams Sukhbir and Jakhar for Enjoying

Punjab € Minister
Bhagw;ml Singh Mamn
on Wednesday slammed
the traditional politi-
cal leaders especially
Sukhbir Badal and Sunil
Jakhar for posing while
enjoying weddings, re-
ceptions and  feasts
whereas food growers of
the state are undergoing
fast to get their demands
met.

The Chief Minister
said that this clearly re-
fleets the insensitivity
and insincerity of this
‘elite’ political class that
has ruled the state for
decades. He said that
these political leaders
have always hobnobbed
with each other to se-
cure their interests while
ignoring the matters of
the state and its people.
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that these leaders
spit venom against each
other from their respec-
tive stages but embrace
each other in such pri-
vate functions which ex-
pose their dubious face.

The Chief  Minis-
ter quipped that these
leaders will justify their
move by saying that
this is their social obli-
gation but they forget

that due to their ven-
omous speeches the so-
cial fabric of the state is
disturbed adding that
these leaders divide the
people for their vested
political interests but
shamefully are hand in
glove with each other.
He said that these po-
litical leaders befool the
people as in villages of
state people fight with
each other on the name
of political parties but
these leaders attend the
marniages and  func-
tions of each other and

embrace them which is
surprising.  Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that
such people should be
taught a lesson and peo-
ple should always elect
the government of the
COMMon marn.

The Chief Minister
reiterated that the fra-
ditional parties are en-
vious of him because he
hails from a common
family. He said that
these leaders who be-
lieved that they have
divine right to rule the
state due to which they

Strict Action against those involved in Sex Determination Practices:

Chandigarh
Haryana Chiet Minister
Nayab Singh Saini di-
rected officers to ensure
the timely implemen-
tation of public weihre
schemes and pol;
of both the Central an:
State Governments at
the ground level, ensur-
ing that the common
people receive quick
benefits. He emphasized
that it is the govern-
ment's responsibility to
make citizens' lives eas-
ier and more prosper-
ous. To achieve this, all
officers must prioritize
addressing the prob-
lems and complaints of
the public.

The Chief Minister
gave lhese directions

while chairing the State
Level DISHA Commit-
tee meeting via video
conferencing with Ad-
ministrative  Secretar-
ies and Deputy Com-
missioners, here today.

The Chief Minister is-
sued striet instructions
to the Deputy Conmmis-
sioners to complete the
geo-tagging of applica-
tions from about 77,000
beneficiaries pending
under the scheme with-
in the next 15 days. This
will ensure the timely
release of installments
for house construction
to these beneficiaries.
Additionally, the Chief
Minister directed that
the survey work be
expedited to prepare

a new list under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas

Yojana (Rural).

During the meet-

in-

ing, was
formed that under

the Mukhyamantri
Gramin Awas Yojana
2.0, launched to pro-
vide housing for poor
families with an annu-
al income of up to Rs
1.80 lakh, plots of 50
square yards have been
allocated in Mahagram
Panchayat and 100
square vards in gener-
al Gram Panchayats. In
the first phase, plots
were allotted to 4,533
families through a draw
in 62 Gram Panchayats
(61 general Gram
Panchayats and 1 Ma-
hagram Panchayat).
These beneficiaries will
receive funds to con-
struct houses under
the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (Rural).

Feasts While Food Growers Are Undergoing Fast

The Chief Minister
said that this
clearly reflects the
insensitivity and
insincerity of this

‘elite’ political class
that has ruled the

state for decades. I

are not able to digest
that a common man is
running the state effi-
ciently. Bhagwant Singh
Mann  said that these
leaders have befooled
the people for a long
time but now people are
not getting swayed by
their misleading propa-

ganda.

The Chief Minister
said that people of state
have ousted the political
parties that used to play
musical chairs of power
to loot them after every
five years. He said that
his government has been
given a chance by peo-
ple to serve them and
they will work hard to
fulfill their expectations.
Bhagwant Singh Mann
said that the opposition
leaders start their day by
slamming him just be-
cause they are envious of
the pro-people decision
taken by his government.

CM Saini

Additionally, 1,000
Panchayats have been
identified for the next
phase.

The Chief Minister
directed that strict ac-
tion' be taken against
those who conduct
or facilitate fetal sex
determination. He
emphasized that the
Health and Women and
Child Development
departments  should
collaborate and work
swiftly in this regard.
Additionally, the Dep-
uty Commissioners
were directed to identi-
fy I mlmm for “Sanjha
Bazar” to provide mar-
ket facilities for prod-
ucts made by self-help
groups.

Station House officer in
Faridkot was booked on
corruption charges

Yadav informed that
the Punjab Police re-
mains committed to de-
livery of citizen-friendly
services through online
platforms.

He said the state po-
lice will follow a model
of the Delhi Paolice for
'E-FIRs' in motor vehi-
cle theft cases, where a
complainant can go to
either to ‘Saanjh Ken-
dra’, or pushed onto a
'E-state level police sta-
tion" which is going to
be notified by the state
government.

"From there an FIR
will be registered and
pushed to the concerned
police station,” he said.

"If the case is not traced
within 21 days, then an
untraced report will be
generated and will be
submitted in a court.
For this, we are taking
up the matter with the
High Court and for ob-
taining its approval for
completion of the entire
process," he said.

This project is expect-
ed to be launched by the
Punjab Police by mid-
march, he added.

Haryana
Power Utilities:
Efficiency,
Losses &
Renewable
Energy Focus

Chandigarl
Haryana Electricity Reg-
ulatory Commission
(HERC)Chairman Nand
Lal Sharma on Wednes-
day directed power util-
ities to enhance efficien-
cy, reduce losses and
accelerate renewable en-
ergy adoption, according
toa statement,

HERC Chairman has
directed power utilities
to enhance efficiency,
reduce losses and ac-
celerate rencwable en-
ergy adoption, said the
HERC statement.

HERC convened its
31st State Advisory Com-
mittee meenng under
Sharma's hip
at Panchkula.

The meeting focused
on enhancing operation-
al efficiency, minimising
power losses‘ and ac-
celerating the adoption
of renewable energy in
Haryana's power sector,
it said.

Senior officials from
power utilities, includ-
ing Dakshin Haryana Bi-
jli Vitran Nigam (DHB-
VN), Uttar Haryana Bijli
Vitran Nigam (UHBVN),
Haryana Vidut Parsa-
ran Nigam (HVPN), and
Haryana Power Gener-
ation Corporation Ltd

(HPGCL). presented
their progress reports.
Sharma  emphasised

the significant need to
improve operational ef-
ficiency and reduce the
gap between the average
cost of supply and aver-
age revenue realisation.

Advt Contact :
9918-199941




OPINION

By Dr. Anil Singh,
Editor, STAR Views

he Bharatiya Ja-

nata Party (BJP)

has always been
known for its strategic
political moves, and its
latest decision to install
Relkha Gupta as the Chief
Minister of Delhi is no
exception. By choosing
a woman leader for the
top post in the capital,
the BJP has sent a pow-
erful message—one that
aligns with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's
commitment to wom-
en’s empowerment and
marks a significant shift
in the political dynam-
ics of Delhi. This move
not only strengthens the
party’s positioning in
the city but also address-
es multiple political,
social, and governance
challenges in a single
stroke.

Women Power in Del-
hi Politics,A Calculated
Move:

Delhi, despite being
the national capital, has
never had a woman Chief
Minister since  Sheila
Dikshit, whose 15-year
tenure under the Con-
gress rule from 1998 to
2013 set a benchmark in
governance. The Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) has
dominated Delhi’s politi-
cal landscape since 2015,
with Arvind Kejriwal at
the helm. However, with
the AAP now embroiled
in multiple controver-
sies, including govern-
ance failures, corruption
charges, and internal rifts,
the BJP has seized the
moment to present an al-
ternative leadership that
embodies both change

By Priyanka Saurabh

he opposition is an
essential  watch-
dog that ensures

checks and balances on
the power of the gov-
ernment in a flourishing
democracy. It is essen-
tial to express different
viewpoints,  represent
different aspects of soci-
ety, and hold the govern-
ment accountable for its
actions. Tolerance, gen-
uine political opposition,
and faith in the ability of
citizens to resolve dis-
putes amicably are all
prerequisites for democ-
racy. A weak and frag-
mented opposition may
stand idly by and allow
the tyranny and whims
of the majority party
to take over. Though a
healthy opposition is
essential for the smooth
functioning of the gov-
ernment, to counter oc-
casional excesses and
prevent disruptions, the
absence of opposition
will endanger the liber-
ty and life of the people
as a whole and will also
threaten the rule of law.
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“Rekha Gupta: B]JP’s Strategic Bet to Empower
Women and Transform Delhi Politics”

and continuity.

Rekha Gupta's appoint-
ment is not just about
gender  representation;
it is a well-thought-out
strategy  that merges
governance goals with
political symbolism. The
BJP has effectively played
the women empower-
ment card, reinforcing
its long-standing com-
mitment to giving greater
political roles to women.
At the same time, it aims
to win back urban voters
who have been looking
for a fresh alternative to
AAP's governance model.

Historical Context;-
Women in Indian Politics
and BJP’s Approach:

Women have played a

crucial role in Indian pol-
ities, from the time of In-
dira Gandhi to contempo-
rary leaders like Mamata
Banerjee, Mayawati, and
vasundhara Raje. How-
ever, despite their con-
tributions, women have
often been underrepre-
sented in chief ministerial
roles, particularly in large
urban states like Delhi.

The BJP, under Modi’s
leadership, has made
women’s empowerment
a cornerstone of its poli-
cies, as seen in initiatives
like the Ujjwala Yojana,
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
and the recent Women’s
Reservation Bill, which
ensures 33% reservation
for women in legislatures.
The decision to install
Rekha Gupta as Delhi’s
CM aligns perfectly with
this broader ideological
narrative,

For decades, Delhi pol-
itics has been male-dom-
inated, with governance
largely shaped by strong
male figures like Sheila
Dikshit, Arvind Kejriwal,
and before them, leaders
like Madan Lal Khurana.
By making Rekha Gupta
the face of its government,
the BJP aims to disrupt
this norm and establish a
new leadership paradigm.

Rekha Gupta;The Right
Candidate for BJP's Vi-
sion:

Rekha Gupta is not a

political novice; she has
been deeply involved in
Delhi’s civic affairs and
party organization for
years. As a leader, she car-
ries an impeccable record
of grassroots engagement,
organizational leadership,
and a strong connection
with women voters.

Her elevation as Chief
Minister is designed to
appeal to multiple voter
segments:

Women Voters — By
placing a woman at the
helm, the BJP seeks to
attract women  voters
who have been central to
its electoral successes in
other states.Middle-Class
and Urban Electorate
— Given her urban polit-
ical background, Gupta
resonates with the aspi-
rations of Delhi’s educat-
ed middle class, which
has been disenchanted
with AAP’s governance
in recent years.Youth and
First-Time Voters — As a
fresh face, she embodies
change and progress, key
factors that can drive vot-
er enthusiasm among the
younger  demographic.
Hindu Consolidation —
The BJP has been strate-
gic in its approach to con-
solidate the Hindu vote
bank, and Gupta’s lead-
ership further reinforces
this identity polities in
a city where communal
and ideological debates
are deeply entrenched.

BJP's  Multi-Pronged
Political Strategy:

The BJP’s move to in-
stall Rekha Gupta as Del-
hi’s CM is not just about
makin, § history; it’s a cal-
culated political maneu-
ver designed to shut out
multiple challenges in
one go. The strategy oper-
ates at several levels,Po-
sitioning BJP as a Party
Committed to Women’s
Leadership

By placing a woman
in the top post, the BJP
effectively counters crit-
icism that it lacks female
representation in leader-
ship roles. It builds on the
party’s broader narrative
of empowering women
through policy initia-
tives.Weakening the AAP
Stronghold, The BJP has
been seeking to make in-
roads in Delhi for over a
decade, but AAP's dom-
inance has been a road-
block. With Arvind Kejri-
wal and his party facing
credibility issues, Rekha
Gupta's appointment al-
lows the BJP to present
a fresh, corruption-free,
and governance-focused
alternative.Realigning
Voter  Perception,AAP’s
brand of politics, initially
rooted in anti-corruption
and  welfare schemes,
has started to lose its
appeal. The BJP, with
Rekha Gupta at the fore-

front, is crafting a new
governance model that
prioritizes law and order,
infrastructure, and urban
planning.Strengthening
BJP’s 2029 Roadmap

Looking beyond Delhi,
this move is also signif-
icant for the BJP's long-
term electoral goals. By

m_]cctmg strong women

eaders in key positions,
the party is laying the
groundwork for expand-
ing its support base in
urban India, particularly
among female voters.

Challenges and Op-
portunities for the Rekha
Gupta Government:

While the political sym-
bolism of a woman CM is
powerful, governance in
Delhi is a different chal-
lenge altogether. The new
BJP-led government will
have to navigate sever-
al complex issues,Cen-
tre-State Relations — Del-
hi's unique governance
model requires a careful
balance between the
CM's authority and the
Lieutenant  Governor’s
powers, which often lead
to friction,Infrastructure
and Urban Planning —
Rekha Gupta’s adminis-
tration must deliver on
Delhi’s pressing infra-
structure needs, includ-
ing traffic congestion,
pollution control, and

public  transportation.
Law and Order — Wom-
en’s safety remains a top
concern, and as a woman
CM, Gupta will be under
pressure to implement
concrete measures to im-
prove security.Education
and Healthcare — AAP’s
governance model has
focused heavily on these
two sectors, and BJP will
need to present an alter-
native vision that builds
upon or improves exist-
ing frameworks.

A way Forward;Defin-
ing Moment in Delhi’s
Political Evolution:

Rekha  Gupta's  ap-
pointment as Delhi’s first
woman Chief Minister is
more than just a politi-
cal move—it is a defin-
ing moment in the city’s
political evolution. The
BJP has demonstrated
that it is willing to break
conventional norms to re-
shape Delhi’s governance
model.

By leveraging the sym-
bolism of women em-
powerment while strate-
gically countering AAP’s
influence, the BJP has
positioned itself as the
party of change in Delhi.
However, the success of
this move will ulti
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depend on Gupta’s ability
to deliver on governance
and address the pressing
issues that Delhi’s citi-
zens face daily.

As the new BJP-led
government takes shape,
all eyes will be on how
Rekha Gupta navigates
the complex political and
administrative landscape
of Delhi. If she succeeds,
she will not only cement
her place in history but
also set a powerful prec-
edent for women leaders
in Indian politics.

(The writer is an Editor,
STAR Views, New Delhi)

A strong and constructive opposition
is essential for a healthy democracy

Priyanka Sau-
rabh

To strengthen de-
mocracy, the  gov-
ernment and the op-
position must worl
together constructively.
But the quality of leg-
islative deliberation in
India has deteriorated
further due to growing
polarization in parlia-
mentary debates, fre-

uent disruptions, and
the dominance of rhet-
oric over substantive
debates.  Inadequate
policy debate hinders
genuine dialogue be-
tween the government
and the opposition.
Partisan _issues are of-
ten used to derail dis-
cussions on important
subjects that require
broad national con-
scTsus, su‘cih as 1fore]ign
policy and technolog-
ical development. The
effectiveness of parlia-
mentary debates is di-
minished when politi-
cal animosities lead to
chaos rather than de-
bate. The government’s
legislative agenda and
its unwillingness to
meaningfully  engage
with the opposition
show that it is unwill-
ing to take responsibil-
ity for its actions. Par-
liamentary  processes
should facilitate debate
and policy reform, but
1zr:;)wing partisanship
has  weakened these
processes. Pre-legisla-
tive consultations and
discussions on impor-
tant policies are not
taking place with much

effort.
Government  needs
a stmng opposition to

maintain checks and
balances. Recogniz-
ing this, the Ameri-
can Founding Fathers
established — multiple
levels of government.
They were very wary of
big government, which
is wl 3 they thought it
was difficult and com-
plicated to run. They
were unaware of other
members using legit-
imate but unethical
means to prevent leg-
islation from being
passed. “Talking over
a bill” or “not talking
over a bill” refers to un-
necessary speechmak-
ing and’ time-wasting
aimed at preventin

meaningful bill or Faw
from actually being
passed. The opposition
can sabotage the gov-
ernment and prevent
laws from being passed,
rendering them inef-
fective. In the absence
of a strong opposition,
the current govern-
ment becomes auto-
cratic and unaccounta-
ble and can create laws
that benefit a few peo-
ple or a specific tribe
or group. As the saymg
goes, “Power corru
and sadly, this oes
happen. The so-called
“benevolent” kings of
the past were not ac-
tually in positions of
authority. Before the
first Nigerian military
takeover in the 1960s,
there was a strong op-
position in the country.

However, divide-and-
rule tactics and impris-
oning leaders on charg-
es of treason sucwede(
in crushing it.

As a result, people
killed all those they
considered corrupt
because they felt their
complaints were not
being heard and the
government had be-
come irresponsible
and corrupt. This re-
sulted in coups. Civil
wars broke out after
politicians  belonging
mainly to a particular
tribe “were assassinat-
ed. Even if the leader
believes he is acting in
the best interest of the
people, people will feel
oppressed if they have
no say in the matter.
The ability of a current
or former leader to ad-
dress representatives
of the people and hold
them accountable for
their actions is amaz-
ing. All dictators start
by suppressing any
form of dissent in the
press, which is anoth-
er important element.
This then gives them
the opportunity to at-
tack non-governmental
organizations.

One way to improve
parliamentary fune-
tioning is to focus on

licy rather than po-

itical rhetoric. Par-
liamentary debates
should prioritize gov-
ernance issues rather
than old-fashioned
blame games or elec-
tion campaigning.

Frequent, organized
contact between the
opposition and the rul-
|ng party can promote
issue-based  dialogue
and help avoid confron-
tation.  Mechanisms
such as parliamentary
committees should be
strengthened to ensure
that policy debates re-
main fruitful.

Explaining the gov-
ernment’s actions
through regular discus-
sions on urgent nation-
al issues is somethin,
the Prime Minister and
other important min-
isters should do. It is
possible to guarantee
accountability by reviv-
ing forums like Ques-
tion Hour and organ-
ized policy discussions.
Instead of creating po-
litical divisions, foreign
policy, devc]opmcnt.
and economic transfor-
mation should be seen
as party issues that re-
quire long-term con-
sensus. Parliamentary
disruptions should be
reduced by establishing
more stringent rules
and ethical norms for
discussions. It is nec-
essary to enhance the
role of the Speaker and
parliamentary  com-
mittees in maintaining
decorum and guaran-
teeing equitable partic-
ipation. ~ Constructive
criticism should be the
role of the opposition
party. Issues and bills
are more debated and
discussed because of
the opposition; oth-
erwise, they will be

passed without any
discussion or consid-
eration of the needs of
others, which would
be fatal to democracy
and could turn it into
autocracy. On any im-
portant issue, it is the
opﬁosition party that
£o to war.

Effective governance
requires constructive
cooperation  between
the government and
the opposition. Since
the government is the
main body in charge, it
isits duty to lead efforts
to reach a compromise
and ensure that debate
in Parliament focus-
es on solving India’s
problems rather than
widening political di-
vides. In a democracy,
the vigor and strength
of the opposition is of-
ten an indicator of its
health. Strengthening
the opposition in India
reqlures snengthenmg
not just political parties
but the overall demo-
cratic s{stcm Impor-
tant policies include
promoting internal de-
mocracy within parties,
providing equal access
to the media, and al-
locating state funds. A
strong and_successful
opposition is essential
to make democracy dy-
namic, responsive, and
accountable.

(Priyanka  Saurabh,
Research Scholar in
Political Science)

THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR
STORY OF HAPPINESS

This moment. The mo-
ment that you have
right now. The mo-
ment that is passing
right now is the only
moment you own. The
rest of the moments
are far away in the fu-
ture that you have no
access to. The moment
you can spend is ‘this’
and the only thing you
can buy it ‘now’. If you
not sure how to live
this moment, let this
moment live in you. If
you are not sure how
to feel at this moment
feel you deep. If hap-
piness can't convince
you to follow it, let also
sadness not trick you
to shallow it. T know
you have heard enough
about happiness, you
have learned enough

about happiness, you
have lived enough
around happi-

ness, you have
slipped enough
surround hap-

piness. I ac- who are high
cept it did stay in it, some
nmI stand who are wise
with  you stay  away
when you 880 from it,
Heoded  METwOMmMRMNGMG oo
it the most, are wrong dies

it did not bond with
you when you wanted
it the most, it did not
plan with you when
you when you thought
about it, it did drown
with you when you

when you were flooded
in sorrow. Yet, keeps
coming to you, yet it
keeps begging to you,
yet it keeps fighting
with you, to come with
it, to sit understand
with it that it is bonded
by its nature, it comes
and goes it can't stay, it
walks so wide it can be
late. It is happiness but
it has its own sorrow, it
makes you smile but it
s. It cries like a

y because everyone
wants it, a few of them
have it but no one can
keep it. It is happiness
it has its own story, its
own fate, its own lan-
guage its own slate.
Some laugh with it
some laugh at it, some
swings with it some
chock at it.

One who is child lives
in it, one who is
young sin, in it
and one who is old
bleeds in it. Some

for it and some who
are right sighs for it.

Moral : Happiness
makes your story
and you make its.
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NATIONAL

India, Malaysia agree to form joint focus group to
address non-traditional maritime security threats

B The two sides held

Wednesday identified

ways to deepen existing

defence collaborations
between the tvo nations,
particularly in the ficlds of
maritime security, multilat-
eral engagements and de-
fence industry, ag they
tgreed to form a "joint focus
group” to uddress non-tra-
ditional martime security
threats,

Both sides also identified
steps to further enhance co-
operation in emerging areas
such as cybersecurity and
Artificial Intelligence (AL),
the Indian deferice ministry
said,

The 13th Malaysia-India
Defente Cooperation Com-
miltee (MIDCOM) meeting
took place in Kuals Lumpur
on Wednesday,

The meeting was co-
chiired by Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh and
Tokman Hakim Bin Al, Sec-

retary General, Ministry of
Defence, Malaysia,

"Both sides expressed
happiness at the growing
hilateral defence coopera-
tion with regular engage-
ments between the tvo
armed forces in recent
years,” the defence ministry

said ina statement.

The two sides held wide-
ranging discussions on ef-
fective and practical initia-
tives to further expand bi-
lateral defence engagements,
and on regional and global

issues;
"Beth chairs identified

Modi govt diverting attention instead
of creating employment: Congress

New Delhi

Hitting out at the Centre
over the issue of unemploy-
ment, the Congress on
Wednesday claimed that the
situation is so bad that lakhs
of youth are foreed to go
ubroad to find employment
and alleged that the Modi
government s canstantly
engaged in diverting the
courtry’s attention,

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge commumnica-
tions Jairam Ramesh shared
amedia report which citeda
repuort by Mercer-Mettl - Tn-
dia’s Graduate Skill Index
2025 " - which claims that
only 42.6 per cent of Indian

forved o go abroad to find
employment, but the Modi
government is constantly
engaged in diverting the
country's attention instead of
creasting employmient.”

“The frightening figures of
the report show that 57.4
percentof gmd.uahm in India

are
meaning 57.4 per cent are
unable to find work.

In a post in Hindi on X,
Ramesh said, "Today the
vouth is frustrated and dis-
appointed with wnemploy-
ment. The situation is so
bad that lakhs of youth are

pri-
vate mmpames and indus-
tries are not considering
them employable, consid-
ering there is a difference be-
tween degree and skill, he
said,

"The entire focus of the
Maxdi government is on ben-

Mullaperiyar Dam row: SC
asks supervisory panel to
resolve issues raised by TN

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Woednesday asked the new-
ly-constituted panel over-
seeing the safety of Mul-
laperivar Dam to examine
the issues of repair and
maintenance raised by the
Tamil Nadu government
and file i report.

A bench of Justives
Surya Kant and N Kotiswar
Singh said the chairman of
the committee, reconsti-
tuted on January
Centre, would o
meeting of officials from
the warring states of Tamil
Nadit and Kerala in a week
and try to settle the issues
waised by Tamil Nadu am-
ieably.

The bench said if the is-
sues, including the dear-
anee for felling trees, repair
of the dam, construction of
approach road, ete., were
not settled amieably, the
Supreme Court would ad-
judicate it

"It seems to us that a
new supervisory commit-
fee along with its chair-
man has been appointed
on January 3, 2025, 1t
must loak into the prayers
mide by Tamil Nadu and
find out the solutions
preferably to be accepted
by both sides. However, in
the event of any dispute re-
garding any of the disputes
the committee is directed
to submit a report in this
court to adjudicate the left
out issues," the hench said.

The top court, which
agked for the report to be

ﬁud \mhm four wu.kﬂ.
said some of the issues
were “very childish” and
could be resolved amicably
between the two states.

A "certain Hype" was cre-
ated ahourt Kerala's dev-
astation if anything hap-
pened to the dam, the court
added.

The bench said there
were multiple cases pend-
ing before the top court
seeking overlapping reliefs
for or agains! either of the
states, and one of the
benches listed an i$sue be-
fore a three-judge bench.

Inthe interest of justice,
said the court.it would be
prudent that all the peti-
tions on Mullaperiyar Dam
were ¢lubbed and heard
by a three-judge beneh.

The bench, therefore, di-
rected for clubbing all the
pending matters and plac-
ing it before the Chief Jus-
tice for the matters to be
listed before an appropri-
ate hench.

The top court was hear-
ing an original suit filed by
Tamil Nadu seeking en-
forcement of directions
passed by the top court on
the rights over the dam.

efiting a fow of its selected
friends, due to which more
thein halfof the vouth in In-
din fail to get a job,” Ramesh
said.

Youth are the future of
the country, but if they re-
main unemployed, then
what kind of development
will there be, Ramesh asked,

“The government sh()u]d
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steps to further enhance co-
operation in emerging areas
such as evbersecurity and
AL They identified ways to
deepen the existing collabo-
rations, particularly in de-
fence industry, maritime se

curity, and muln!ammlnm
gogements,” the siatement

id ging di: on effecti andpram‘cnllniuaﬂves to further expand bil | def
said.
They also agreed to forma

“joint foeus group. to ad-
dress non-traditional mar-
itime security threats”, it
said,

"Both sides reaffirmed
their commitment to fully
implement the new inil
tives urider the defence pil-
lar of the comprehensive
strategic partnership, us en-
visioned by Prime Minister
Nartndu Modi and his

and on regi

comusitives 10 progress all
aspects of bilateral defence
eooperation;” the statement
said.

The two sides also ex-
changed the finalised ToR on

the establish ofan Su-

| and global issues.

its defence ministry the best
for conducting the ADMM
Plus and ASEAN Defence
Senior Officials’ meetings
thisvear, the statement said.

"India supports ASEAN
v and unity, which is

30 forum as an outeome of
the MIDCOM.

The Su-30 forumwill "en-
able closer cooperation be-
tween the two air forees in
exchanging expertise and
best practices in Su-30

. o

t An-
war Ibrahim during the lat-  said.
ter's visit to India in August Rajesh KumiarSingh high-
2024," the statement said.  Tighted the capability of the
India and Malaysia alse  Indian defence indusiry, par-

exthanged the finalised
terms of reference (ToR) on
the establishment of a strafe-
gic affairs working group,
the defence ministry said.
“This forum will act as a
consultative mechanism in-
termediate between the
MIDCOM (Malaysia-India
Defence Cooperation Com-
mittee) and the two sub-

ticulitrly its potential to col-
Laborate with the Malaysisn
compinies and the ammed
forees in ther capability en-
hancement and modermisa-
tion efforts.

He also congratulated
Malaysia on assuming the
chairmanship of ASEAN and
ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting-Plus, and wished

a cricial element of India's
Inde-Pacific vision, The de-
fence socretary reitératad
India's  support to
Malaysia’s endeavours as
the ASEAN chair in pro-
moting a stronger, unified,
and prosperous ASEAN
that plays a central role in
shaping the evolving dy-
namics uf the Tndo-Pacific
region.” it said.

huhn considers Maliysia
as an “important partner”
in the Indo-Pacific as
Malaysia lies at the conflu-
ence of three key foreign
palicy visions, i.e., the Act
‘East Palicy, SAGAR (Secu-
rity and Growth for Allin
the Region), and the Indo-
Pagific Oeans Initintive, the
‘statement said.

Amit Shah, Nadda among BJP leaders
attend meeting at new RSS office

New Delhi
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Ruajnath
Singh and other BJP lead-
wrs, ineluding party chivf.J
P Nadda, visited the RSS”
new office here on Wednes-
day to participate in a con-
ference held i in ﬂ:eplmnce

answer; Why has of the 's chief
tion system not been  Mohan Bhagwat.

changed according to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
needs of the indusiries?  Sangh rational general sec-

When will skill development
and voeational training be
brought into the main-
stremn?* he said.

Whatis the government's
strategy to provide employ-
ment to degree holders,
Ramiesh further asked.

‘The Congress has been
attacking the government
over its hancling of the econ-
omy and raising concerns
over increasing unemploy-
ment and price rise.

retary Dattatreya Hosabale
wits also present at the
‘karyakarta sommelan’ at
the office in Jhandewalan
along with other senior
tunctionaries of the organ-
isation as well as office-
hearers and volunteers, in-
cluding those representing
RSS affiliates.

The newly constructed
high rise complex, Keshav
Kunj, has been built over
vight years al a cost of near-

b emmmam =L
Iy Rs 150 crore.
According to sources, the
three 153-storey towers with
around 300 rooms and of-
fices were built with con-
tributions from over 75,000
people sympathetic to RSS
1deology and its work.
The RSS' Delhi office
along with that of some or-
ganisations associated with
it have gradually shifted to
the new high-rise complex

| =
over the past few months,

The organisation had
been carrying out its activ-
ities out of rented premis-
s since 2016 when the re-
building and renovation ex-
ercige started at the plade
from where it had been
working since 1962.

The new premises are a
vast change from the earli-
er two-storey building, fus-
ing modern technology

Safeguarding privacy as a human right
in digital world is necessary: NHRC chief

New Delhi

NHRC chairperson Jus-
tice (retd) V Ramasubra-
manian emphasised that
safeguanding "privacy as a
human right” in the digi-
tal world is necessary,
even as he pointed out
Hiat the: a "significant
decline” in value systems
and one must bear its con-
sequences.

The National Human
Rights Commission chief’s
remarks came during an
open house discussion on
‘Ensuring privacy and hu-
man rights in the digital
era: A focus on eorporate
digital responsibility’ held
atits premises, with some
participants joining wir-
tually, according to an
NHRC statement on
Wednesd

National Human Rights Commissio

Justice Ramasub-
ramanian high-
lighted that
"maintaining digi-
tal hygiene is cru-
cial".He also
inted out the

Some of the important
suggestions that emanat-
ed from the diseussion -
clude simplifying user
agreements and policy
frameworks to enhance
consumer understanding
and control over personal
data; establishing "elear
aceountabil
for data breaches, espe-
cially for research institu-
tions and third-party data
processors; and

strengthening user con-
sent frameworks for
greater transparency ard
informed decision-mak-
g,

Haying "explicit penal
ns for non-com-
ced for bilater-
al agreements to address
cross-border security and

“significant de-
cline in value sys-
tems, cautioning
that one must
bear the conse-
quences of this
shift", it said.

dat aring concerns;
addressing the challenges
arising from strict data
localisation mandates;
and having clear guide-
limes for obtaining verifi-
able parental consent for
minors, were also sug-
gested .

Addressing the partici-
pants, the NHRC chair-
person "emphasised. that
safeguarding privacy asa
Tuman right in the digital

world is necessary”, the
statement said.

The technological ad-
vancements should "align
with fundamental human
rights and privacy protec-
tion”. The responsibility
must begin with the indi-
vidual user, it suid.

Justice Ramasubra-
manian highlighted that
"maintaining digital hy=-
giene is crucial”. He
also pointed out the "sig-
nificant decline in value
systems, cautioning thit
one must bear the conse-
quences of this shift”, it

said.

The NHRC chairperson
reaffirmed the Commis-
sion's commitment to fos-
tering inclusive discus-
sions on digital rights and
corporate accountability
for developing a robust
regulatory framework that
balances innovation, se-
curity, and individual pri-
vacy.

The intensity of the
problem that arises due to
misuse of data and data
breaches were extensive-

ly discussed during the
meeting.

Further, several key
provisions of the Digital
Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 were also dis-
cussed, it said!

with ancient architectural
practices to make it airy
and exposed to ample sun~
light.

The three towers (ground
floor plus 12 floors) are
nmed Saithny, Prema and
Archna. One of its biggest
auditoriums is named after
Ashok Singhal, 2 leading
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHF) functionary closely
linked to the Ram temple
moverment, This modern
inditorium can seat 463
persons. Another hall can
accommodate an audience
of 650 members.

The RSS office has ac-
commodation facilities for
its functionaries and mem-
bers besides a library,
health clinic and a sewage
treatment plant. It also has
solar power faeilitios to pro-
vide for part of its total
electricity needs.

Misri briefs
Parliamentary
body following PM
Modi's visitto US

New Delhi
India-US relations were ot
the centte of Foreign Sec-
retary Vikmm Misri's brief-
g to o parliamentary con-
mittee here on Wednes-
day, with members quizzing
him an a host of issues, in-
cluding the deportation of
illegal Indian jmmigrants
from the US,

Sources said Misri as-
sured members of the
Standing Committee on Ex-
ternal Affairs about the
measures being taken by
the Indian govermment 1o
ensure that departees are
not mistreated.

‘The committee’s chair-
person Shashi Tharoor said
it was a "very thorough
briefing", noting that the
discussion focused mostly
on the US because of Prime
Minister Narendra Moi's
recent visit to the country.

“The meeting's agenda
was "current foreign policy
developments”,

aroor said, "Every
qquestion you cin imagine to
do with the Indo-US rela-
tionship in the context of
the printe minister’s visit
was raised, discussed and
the foreign secretary gave al]
necessary answers.”

Other issues in\nlv’mg
current developments, in-
chudling the visit of the Qutar
Amir to India, will be taken
up at another meeting of
the committee, he added.

Sources said Misri's re-
marks on deportation
echoed the stutement of
External Affairs Minister 8
Juishankar in Parliament
on Febrary 6.

Jaishankar had said the
process of deportation is
not new and has been on-
gaing for several years and
added that the government
is engaging with the US to
ensure that deported Indi-
ans are not mistreated.

Ensure child care
feeding rooms in public
buildings: SC to states

New Delhi
‘The Supreme Court on
Wednesday outlined the im-
portance of separate spaces
for child care and feeding of

Many  participants  infants in public buildings
raised concerns over the  and asked states to ensure
“oxtensive controlexerted  such facilities were provid-
by global technology com-  ed.
mmes on user data, which A beneh of Justices BV

latary en- hna and Prasanna B

forcement™. Law enforce-
ment agencies often fice
challenges in accessing
critieal data due to data
storage in offshore cen-
tres, the statement said.

Additionally, the in-
creasing reliance on digi-
tal platforms makes main-
taining individunl privacy
move challenging, it said.

The participants noted
that consumers have lim-
ited choices in consenting
todata collection, as many
business models mandate
data sharing. The existing
Do-Not-Disturb (DND)
mechanism by TRAL was
deemed ineffoctive, the
NHRC s

The parthpams in=
cluded Shailendra Trivedi,
Chiel General Manager-
in-Charge, Depariment of
Information Technology,
Reserve Bank of India;
Deepak Goel. Group Co-
ordinntor (Cyber Law),
Mimistry of Electronies &
Information Technology;
Ankur Rastogi, Principal
Project  Engineering,
EGSTM, Centre For Rail-
way Information Systems,
among others.

Varale said setting up such
facilities would ensure pri-
vacy of matbers and prove
beneficial for infants.

Tnexisting public spaces,
as far as practicable; the
Stale governments may en-
sure stich facilities were pro-
vided, added the couit.

“In 50 far a8 public build-
inges which are at the stage of
planning and construction
at public places, the state
governments may ensure
that sufficient space is re-
gerved for the purposes re-
ferred to above,” said the
bench.

The top courtwas hearing
a plea seeking directions 1o
vonstruct feeding rooms,
child care rooms ar any oth-
er facilities for infants and
mothers in public spaces,

The Centre's counsel said
the secretary of the Min-
istey of Women and Child
Development on February
27, 2024, issued a commu-
nication on the issae to chief
secretarivs and adininistra-
tors of all states and union
territories (UT).

Saying it was conscious
that it issued no notice to
states and UTs, the bench

expressed satisfaction over
the secretary's communica-
tion incorporating the
prayers mentioned i the
plea.

"Ona perusal of the sume,
we find that the advice for
setting up of the aforesaid
facilities at public places is
for the purpose of ensuring
privacy and case of dis-
charging of duties of moth-
erswho liave young chilidren
andl for the benefitof the in-
fants,” it added.

The bench said if the ad-
vice was acted upon by the
states, itwould go a long way
in facilitating privacy to
voung mothers and infants
at the time of feeding.

“We find that the said ad-
vice which has been issued
by the central government is
inaccordance with the fun-
damental rights ensured un-
der Articles 14 and 15 (3) of
the Constitation," said the
court.

The court directed the
Centre to incorporate the
advisory in the form of a re-
minder cammunication to
thechief secretariesand ad-
ministrators of the states
and ULk alang with acopy of
its order.

The petitioner's counsel
said states complying with
the advisory issued by the
Centre on February 27,
2024, would seive the pur-
pose of filing the plea,

The bench disposed of
the plea and asked the Cen-
tre tocomply with its direc-
tion within two we




Won't tolerate
disrespect to
Maha Kumbh,
Sanatan
Dharma:

CM Yogi

Lucknow:
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yanath on Wednesday
asserted the opposition’s
afttempts to “malign the
Maha Kumbh with false
narratives” will not be
tolerated, neither will
any disrespeet toward
Sanatan Dharma.

Speaking in the state
assembly, he said the
Maha Kumbh Mela was
not just a religious event
but a symbol of India’s
cultural and spiritual
heritage.

Accusing the opposi-
tion of spreading mis-
information about the
event, he said, "Sanatan
Dharma is the soul of Tn-
dia, and it is our duty to
uphold its dignity. The
opposition’s  attempts
to malign the Maha
Kumbh with false nar-
ratives will not be toler-
ated,” The CM called the
Maha Kumbh the pride
of Indian culture, and
slammed  opposition
parties for “misleading
people”. He said his gov-
ernment was committed
to making the event his-
toric and grand.

Referring to eritical
statements made by op-
position leaders in the
Assembly, he accused
them of trying to disrupt
the sacred event with
baseless allegations.

He added that the
opposition had  been
constantly engaged in
spreading “false prop-
aganda” against the
Maha Kumbh, disre-
garding its spiritual and
cultural significance.

U’khand
Vidhan Sabha
goes paperless
proceedings to
be digitised

o Dehradun:

The Uttarakhand
Vidhan Sabha has worn
a new look by adopting
the National e-Vidhan
Application (NeVA) un-
der which the proceed-
ings and day-to-day
workings of the assem-
bly will be digitised.

Chief Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami inau-
gurated the e-Vidhan
Sabha at the state as-
sembly here at the start
of the budget session
on Tuesday.

Assembly Speak-
er Ritu Khanduri and
cabinet ministers were
present during the in-

auguration.
‘The Ministry of Par-
lmmenh[y Aﬂau‘s

described it as a “mo-
mentous leap for Ut
tarakhand”.

By embracing the
NeVA, Uttarakhand
Assembly has become
adigital House, it said

The e-Vidhan Sabha
system has heen adopt-
ed to make the work of
the Uttarakhand As-
sembly digital and pa-

perless.
Through this, the
agenda of business,

answers to questions
asked in the Assembly
and other documents
will now he made
available online to the
MLAs.

Under this, tablets
have been installed on
the tables of the MLAs
in the Assembly, and
all the documents are
being made available to
them digitally.

Big screens have been
put up on three walls of
the assembly to display
the proceedings of the
House live.

This will not only
help in environmen-
tal protection, but the
proceedings of the
Assembly will also be
conducted with more
efficiency, it said.

TOP STORY, DELHI, THURSDAY 20, FEBRUARY 2025

Won’t tolerate Opposition’s attempt to malign
Mahakumbh with false narratives: Adityanath

Lucknow:

“ttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi

Adityanath  on
Wednesday lambasted
opposition parties for
their critical statements
on the Maha Kumbh,
saying their attempts to

“malign” the event with

false narratives and dis-
respect Sanatan Dharma
will not be tolerated.

Speaking in the state
assembly, lhe said the
Maha Kumbh was not
just a religious event
but a symbol of India's
cultural and spiritual
heritage but the oppo-
sition has been spread-
ing f1|§9 pmpaganda.
disregarding its signifi-
cance.

Adityanath  assured
full support to the
devotees  affected by
the January 29 Maha
Kumbh stampede and
related road accidents in
Prayagraj, while accus-
ing opposition parties,
particularly the Sama-
Jwadi Party (SF), of po-
liticising the tragedy.

They are trying to
mlsleadpeop]e but the
state’s BJP government
is committed to making
the event historic and
grand, he said.

“Sanatan Dharma is
the soul of India, and
it is our duty to uphold
its dignity. The opposi-

F=

tion's attempts to ma-
lign the Maha Kumbh
with false narratives will
not be tolerated,” he said
on the second day of the
Budget Session.

Responding to state-
ments made by opposi-
tion leaders in the As-
sembly, he said they are
trying to disrupt the sa-
cred event with baseless
allegations. ITe accused
parties like the Sama-
jwadi Party of attempt-
ing to create a confusion
among the masses.

Right since the begin-
ning of Maha Kumbh,

he said, the opposition

has been against it and
is spreading baseless
rumours. “They are dis-
torting facts and call-
ing the event a waste of
money”.

Instead of discuss-
ing issues related to the
event in the Assembly,
they chose to disrupt the
session, he said.

Citing sacial media
posts made hy oppo-
sition leaders, he said
their statements reflect
their mindset and val-
ues. No civilised society
could accept such lan-

Himachal Govt committed to
strengthening healthcare sector: CM

Shimla:
Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu has
said that the state gov-
ernment is eommit-
ted to strengthen the
healtheare sector and
has taken a signifi-
cant step: by granting
full salary to MBBS
doctors pursuing post-
graduate studies or
specialized training in
India or abroad.

“Previously, doctors
on study leave re-
ceived only 40 percent
of their salary, which
was discouraging them
from advancing their
medical  education,”
he said.

These doctors bal-
ance patient care re-
sponsibilities with
their educational com-
mitments, which was
vital for both their
professional  growth
and the state’s health-
care system, he added.

“By ensuring full pay
during  study leave,
the government aims
to support doctors in
balancing their edu-
cational  aspirations
with their professional
responsibilities. This
move would enhance
the quality of medical

MP Rajkumar Chahar organised ‘MP Jan
S oy H"hum ?,ﬁs’q

Rajesh Tomar/ Akash
Jain

Agra:
Member of Parliament
Rajkumar  Chahar or-
ganised MP Jan Chaupal
on Wednesday in Gan-
dhi Smarak Inter Col-
lege, Jaingara campus of
Fatehpur Sikri Vidhan
Sabha to make the pub-
lic welfare schemes of
the central and state
government to reach the
common people.

Addressing the Chau-
pal, the MP said that
the officers should solve
the problenis of the pub-
lic and not complicate
them. Regarding the
large number of prob-
lems of the Revenue De-
partment in the Chau-
pal, MP Chahar asked
SDM Kiravali to resolve
all the problems with-
in a week. Ile said that
after the problems are
resolved, he will take
feedback from the com-
plainants himself.

He said that the MP
immediately gave the

oy
training, encourage
specialization, and
ultimately  improve
healthcare  services
across the state,” said
the Chief Minister.

Once these doctors
complete their high-
er studies, they would
serve in government
health institutions,
contributing to a more
advanced and well-
equipped healthcare
system in Himachal
Pradesh, he added.

“The present state
government has pri-
oritized healtheare by
launching various ini-
tiatives to provide spe-
cialized medical ser-

within the state.
Significant invest-
ments have been made
to procure advanced
medical equipment
for medical colleg-
es, reducing the need
for patients to seek
treatment outside the
state,” said Sukhu.

Super-special-
ist doctors and MDs
would play a crueial
role in strengthening
healtheare services,
ensuring better pa-
tient outcomes and
making quality med-
ical care more acces-
sible to the people of
Himachal Pradesh, he
added.

LH

S e

responsibility of resolv-
ing the complaints to
the Sub-Divisional Mag-
istrate Kiravali Rajesh
Kumar present on the
spot and directed that
the complaints should
be resolved with the
help of the concerned
department by call-
ing the complainants
through phone within 7
days.

Addressing the Chau-
pal, the District Mag-
istrate said that the
Honorable MP has or-
ganized a huge Chaupal
and through the Chau-
pal, the villagers are get-
ting information about
government schemes on
a large scale and their
problems are being re-
solved, many congrat-
ulations to the MP for

'Jo’h‘

guage, he said.

“The Maha Kumbh is
not a new event but a
tradition rooted in Vedic
seriptures such as the
Rigveda, Atharvaveda,
and Shrimad Bhagwat
Purana,” he stressed.

The Maha Kumbh
is_the soul of Indian
culture and viewing it
through a narrow politi-
cal lens is inappropriate,
e said.

Referring  to  specif-
ic opposition leaders,
Adityanath said SP chief
Akhilesh  Yadav  had
questioned the scale and

e ———————
They are trying to
“mislead  people”,
but the state’s BIP
government is com-
mitted to making the
event historic and

lErand, he said. l

expenditure of the Maha
Kumbh. Congress presi-
dent Malhkmy un Kharge
had claimed
“thousands™ died in the
stampede.  Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee called it “Mri-
tyu Kumbh,” or Kumbh
of Death, he said.

of the

va Bachch

“Journalists’ Grand Convention
in Shimla: Assembly Speaker and
Former Minister Participated,
Several Journalists Honored”

shunla

The four-day National

Ja
SP alleged dead hodies
were thrown into the
Ganga, and RID leader
Lalu Prasad Yadav dis-
missed the event as use-
less, Adityanath said.

These “irresponsible
statements” are “a direct
insult to Sanatan Dhar-
ma’s biggest event”, he
said.

He reaffirmed that his
“government had made
every effort to make the
Maha Kumbh a remark-
able event,” and so
over 56 crore devotees
have taken the holy dip.
Further taking a jibe at
the opposition, he said
those who opposed the
Maha Kumbh initially,
3uietl)‘ came and take a
dip at the Sangam,

and Felici-
hhnn Ceremony, organ-

by the Indian Jour-
nah-;ts Welfare Forum,
concluded grandly in
Shimla. On this occasion,
Himachal Pradesh As-
sembly Speaker Kuldeep
Singh Pathania attended
as the chief guest, while
former Cabinet Minis-
ter and Rajya Sabha MP
Suresh Bharadwaj was
present as the special
guest.

Several journalists
from across the country
participated in the event,
discussing the evolving
nature of journalism
and its challenges. As-
sembly Speaker Kuldeep
Singh Pathania empha-
sized the importance of
press freedom and its

social role, stating that
journalists play an inval-
uable role as the fourth
pillar of democracy. He
assi that he would
recommend a pensiol
scheme for journalists in
1limachal Pradesh, simi-
lar to that of the Harya-
na government.

During the felicitation
ceremony,  journalists
from various states were
honored for their out-
standing contributions.
Indian Journalists Wel-
fare Forum’'s National
President Pawan Ashri,
General Secretary Jas-
bir Singh Duggal, and
other senior officials
were also present at the
event, Discussions were
held on journalists' is-
sues and rights, aiming
to strengthen the field of
journalism in the future,

Prayagraj makes history with the
Namami Gange Mission initiative

Mahakumbh Nagar:
Mahakumbh 2025 has
transcended beyond a
spiritnal ritual; it has
evolved into a mass
movement  dedicated
to cleanliness and en-
vironmental  conserva-
tion. Under the Namami
Gange Mission, 10 sew-
age treatment plants
(STPs) have been acti-
vated to preserve the
purity and sanetity of
the Ganga, while work
is progressing rapidly on
three new STPs in Salori,
Rasulabad, and Naini.
Additionally, 37 drains
have been fully tapped
and treated, ensuring
the cleanliness of the
Ganga and Yamuna riv-
ers,

To provide a clean
and hygienic experi-
ence for devotees, the
fair area has been
equipped with 12,000
FRP toilets, 16,100

refabricated steel toi-
ets, 20,000 communi-
ty urinals, and 20,000
garbage bins. Waste
disposal is managed ef-
ficiently with 37.751akh
liner bags, ensuring the
area remains spotless
despite the massive
footfall.

A team of 1500

that.

He said that the objec-
tive of this Chaupal is to
quickly resolve the prob-
lems of the common
man and to make the
government  schemes
reach the people sitting
at the lowest rung of the
society. This Chaupal
will also benefit those
people who are unable
to convey their views at
the district/tehsil level
due to any reason.

The District is-
trate instructed all the
district level officers

to select the eligible
persons through the
schemes  related to

their respective depart-
ments and benefit them
and if they do not have
the form yet, then they
should be benefited by
getting it through their

family members.
The District Mag-
istrate instructed the

Sub-District Magistrate
Kiravali to ensure that
the team of the Reve-
nue Department is de-

trained
doots’ is actively rais-
ing awareness among

‘Ganga Seva-

devotees about clean-
liness and Ganga con-
servation. This mission

is  being reinforced
through street plays,
poster and

the Namami Gange
Pavilion. The interac-
tive biodiversity tun-

nel showcases the rich
aquatic life of the Ganga,
while the digital exhibi-
tion highlights the sue-
cess stories of the Ganga

to environmental pro-
tection efforts.

New ghats construct-
ed under the Namami
Gange Mission have
been designed
eco-friendly  technolo-
gies and solar lighting,
modern changin; ing rooms,
and comfortable seating
arrangements, Regular
cleanliness drives at the
ghats ensure the con-
tinuous preservation of
the Ganga's sanctity.

Under the “Paint My
City” campaign, the
walls and public spac-
es of Prayagraj are
adorned with vibrant
artwork and messages
promoting environ-
mental  conservation.
This initiative blends
cleanliness with cultur-
al awareness, leaving a
lasting impact on visi-
tors.

At Mahakumbh 2025,

publie dialogues, trans-
forming cleanliness
into a collective move-
ment.

Namami Gange Com-
munication llead, Na-
jeeb Ahsan, stated that
efforts roward biodiver-
sity conservation, clean-
liness, and the Ganga's
ecology are being pre-
sented innovatively at

Chaupal’

ployed in the upcoming
Chaupal and the share
determination form is
amended and distrib-
uted to the MP and
public representatives.
During the Chaupal,
District Development
Officer Mr. Rakesh
Ranjan informed that
smlls have been set up
by 24 departments in-
cluding E l.])f-ct‘r‘ici‘ry De-
partment, Iealth De-
partment, Agriculture
Department, Animal
Husbandry Depart-
ment, Panchayati Raj
Department, Social
Welfare Department in
the Chaupal, in which
district level officers
are resolving the prob-
lems of the common
people immediately
and giving them in-
formation about the
schemes run by the
Central and State Gov-
ernment and eligible
ersons are also being

nefited by immedi-
ately covering them
with the schemes.

Real-time data on wa-
ter levels and quality of
the Ganga, Yamuna, and
their tributaries is being
displayed on the Prayag
platform, Additional-
Ty, models showcasing
sewage treatment, river-
front development, and
a replica of the Ganget-
ic dolphin are inspiring
devotees to contribute

river ghats are being
cleaned with the help of
Ganga Task Force, vol-
untary  organizations,
and devotees. Special
efforts are being made
in waste management,
water purification, and
public awareness to en-
sure the Ganga remains
cldean and uninterrupt-
ed.

Court grants interim bail to
kin of SP leader Azam Khan

Rampur (UP):
A special court on
Wednesday granted in-
terim bail to the kin of SP
leader Azam Khan, a day
after his other son Abdul-
lah was given the reprieve
ina property related case.

MP MLA special court
magistrate Shobhit
Bansal granted the relief
to the veteran politician’s
wife Dr Tazeen Fatima
and son Adeeb Azam
Khan in the case regis-
tered in 2020.

Advocate Zubair
Ahmed Khan, who ap-
peared for the applicants,

his was a case
of 2020 in which there
were allegations related
to the destruction of re-
cordsin the record room
related to eneniy prop-
erty. In this case three
including Fatima, her
son Adeeb Azam Khan
surrendered before the
court today and after
hearing the arguments
the court has released
them on interim bail.”

Abdullah, former Ut-
tar Pradesh minister
Azam Khan's son is in
the Hardoi jail since Oc-
tober, 2023.

The lawyer said that
this was the only case
pending against Abdul-
lah after the Supreme
Court granted him bail
on February 10, 2025.

Abdullah was
since his conviction in
a separate case. Azam
Khan, who is charged in
multiple cases, contin-
ues to languish behind
bars in the Sitapur jail,

Azam Khan was dis-
qualified from the legis-
lative assembly in 2022
after a court sentenced
him to three yearsin jail
in a 2019 hate speech
case.

The veteran politician
won the Rampur Sadar
assembly seat in the
2022 assembly polls for
a record tenth time. e
then gave up the Ram-
pur parliamentary seat,
which he won in 2019.
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Pakistan
authorities
decide to clear
violence-torn
Kurram district

of militants
Peshawar:

The Khyber Pakhtunkh-

wa government in north-
wesl Pakistan has decid-
ed to launch an operation
to clear the Kurram dis-
trict in the province of
militants in the wake of
constant attacks on the
security forces and aid
convoys, official sources
said here on Wednesday.
Residents of four vil-
lages of Lower Kurram
district — Ochat, Daad
Kamar, Manduri and Ba-
gan — have been asked to
vacate their areas, after
which the operation will
begin, the sources said.
The government has
also decided to fix reward
money against people in-
volved in the unrest and
their masterminds, they
said adding the distri-
bution of compensation
cheques has also been
stopped due to recent at-
tacks in Kurram district.
Four paramilitary per-
sonnel were killed and
five others injured on
February 17 when un-
known militants attacked
their squad in Pakistan's
violence-hit Kurram,
where an aid convoy was
also targeted.
However, demolition of
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Zelensky accuses Trump of living in a
Russian-made 'disinformation space'

rainian  Presi-
dent Volodymyr
Zelensky accused

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Wednesday of
living in a Russian-made
“disinformation space,”
pointed comments that
risk further souring re-
lations with Washington
as the American leader
pushes for an end to the

war.

Zelensky  said  he
“would like Trump’s
team to be more truth-
ful” in his first response
to a series of striking
claims the U.S. presi-
dent made the previous
day, including suggest-
ing that Kyiv was to
blame for the war, which
enters its fourth year
next week.

Russia’s army crossed
the border on Feb. 24,
2022, in an all-out inva-
sion that Putin sought to
Jjustify by saying it was
needed to protect civil-
ians in eastern Ukraine
and prevent the coun-
try from joining NATO.
Ukraine and its allies de-

nounced it as an unpro-
voked act of aggression.

The comments from
Trump and Zelensky
were a remarkable back-
and-forth between lead-
ers of two countries that
have been staunch allies
in recent years under
Trump's predecessor, as
the U.S. provided cru-
cial military equipment
to Kyiv to fend off the

invasion and used its po-
litical weight to defend
Ukraine and isolate Rus-
sia on the world stage.
The Trump adminis-
tration has started chart-
ing a new course, reach-
ing out to Russia and
pushing for a peace deal.
Zelensky spoke shortly
before he was expected
to meet with Keith Kel-
logg, the U.S. special

envoy for Ukraine and
Russia as part of the
administration's recent
diplomatic blitz.
Ukraine and its Eu-
ropean supporters have
expressed concern that
they weren't invited to
the talks between top
American and Russian
diplomats in Saudi Ara-
bia — amid larger wor-
ries that the deal taking

-
The Trump admin-
istration has start-
ed charting a new
course, reaching out
to Russia and push-

ing fora peace deal. |

shape could be unfa-
vorable to Kyiv.

At a news confer-
ence Tuesday, Trump
showed little patience
for Ukraine’s objections
to being excluded from
the talks. He also said,
without providing the
source, that Zelensky's
approval rating stood
at 4%, while telling re-
porters that Ukraine
“should have never
started” the war and
could have made a
deal” to prevent it.

Zelensky replied in
his own news confer-
ence Wednesday that
“we have seen this dis-

information. We un-
derstand that it is com-
ing from Russia.” He

said that Trump “lives
in this disinformation
space.”

Russia praises Trump for
criticising Ukraine-NATO moves

MOSCOW: -
Russia's  Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov on
Wednesday praised US
President Donald Trump
for blaming the Ukraine
conflict on moves to ad-
mit Kyiv into the NATO
military alliance.

Trump has repeated-
ly blamed the conflict
on his predecessor, J.
Biden, and has
nearly three years of
fighting would "never
have started" had he
been president in 2022.

"He is the first, and so
far, in my opinion, the
only Western leader who
has publicly and loudly
said that one of the root
causes of the Ukrainian
situation was the pre-
vious administration's
pushy line of dragging
Uki into NATO,"
Lavrov said of Trump in
a question-and-answer
session with lawmakers
in Russia's State Duma.

The comments came
a day after US and Rus-
sian officials met in Sau-
di Arabia for their first
high-level talks in over
three years.

Trump's  diplomatic
overtures towards the
Kremlin have alarmed

z

Ukraine, which fears it
will be sidelined in any
future peace negotia-
tions and forced to make
massive concessions to
end the fighting.

The Republican has
upended US foreign
policy since coming o
office last month, mak-
ing support for Ukraine
dependant on access to
its rare minerals while
echoing Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin's
positions on the conflict.

In a press conference
in January, before his
inaunguration,  Trump
directly blamed Biden's
move to admit Ukraine
as a NATO member for
spurring the conflict.

"A big part of the prob-
lem was Russia for many,
many years — long be-
fore Putin — said: 'You
could never have NATO
involved with Ukraine',"
Trump told reporters at
a press conference on
January 7.

"And somewhere along
the line, Biden said: 'No,
they should be able to
join NATO." Well, then,
Russia has somebody
right on their doorstep,
and I could understand
their feeling about that."

UK’s knife crime crackdown named in memory of Indian-origin boy

- London:

The UK government on
Wednesd i
w

bunkers would continue
unabated in the district,
according to the earlier
peace agreement. So far,
182 of the total 250 bun-
kers have been demol-
ished.
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stricter rules for online
retailers selling knives,
along with tougher pen-
alties for failing to en-
force them, as part of a
new crackdown named
in memory of an Indi-
an-origin boy killed in a
stabbing attack.

Ronan’s Law will re-
quire retailers Lo report
suspicious and bulk pur-
chases of knives on their
platforms to police, with
tougher sentences for
selling knives to under

18s.

Kanda, 16,

Ronan

was attacked near his
home in Wolverhamp-
ton in the West Mid-
lands region of England
in July 2022 and died
at the scene after being
stabbed twice in what
emerged as a case of
mistaken identity.

His mother, Pooja
Kanda, has since been
campaigning for more
stringent measures af-
ter two leenagers — also
of Indian origin — were
sentenced to a total of 34
years’ imprisonment for
her son's murder.

“In 2022, T lost my son,

Ronan, to knife crime
and mistaken identi-
ty. In 2023, we sal in
the courtroom where
we were shown a Nin-
ja sword and over 25
bladed articles. Looking
at them, I knew my son
didn’t stand a chance,”
Pooja Kanda said in a
statement.

“Retailers, social me-
ia, and sellers need to
take on more responsi-
bilities. We welcome the
proposal of a registra-
tion scheme, where the
government will contin-
ue to implement stricter

measures on the online
sale of bladed articles...

“This part of Ron-
an’s Law will provide
much-needed  barriers
against knife crime. 1
wish this was done years
ago, and my son would
be with me today,” she
said.

The campaigner has
been raising the issue of
online sale of bladed arti-
cles being allowed with-
out proper ID checks
after  Wolverhampton
Crown Court heard that
her son’s teenage killers
illegally bought lethal

weapons online and
collected them from the
Post Office on the day of
the attack — with no age
or identity verification
taking place. It was lat-
er revealed that one of
them had bought more
than 20 knives online,
including by using his
mother’s ID.

“I knew we could not
go on like this, and our
fight for what was right
had begun. Proper ID
checks by sellers, as well
as postal and delivery
services, played a crucial
role,” noted Kanda.

Boult expands Mustang Partnership
with New Audio Lineup

New Delhi

“India, Boult Audio con-

tinues its collaboration
with Ford Mustang, in-
troducing a new range
of  high-performance
audio products. This
latest launch builds on
the success of their pre-
vious partnership, rein-
forcing Boult's position
in India’s fast-growing
smart audio market
and its commitment to
bringing cutting-edge
technology to consum-
ers.

The Boult x Mustang
Collection—Mustang
Q, Mustang Dyno, and
Mustang Torq (in two
new colours)—is availa-
ble at www.boultaudio.
com, as well as Ama-
zon & Flipkart. Pricing
starts at Rs.1209, with
exclusive launch offers
on the website.

Boult's collabora-
tion with Mustang has
significantly strength-
ened its position in the
market, driving both
brand recognition and
business growth. Since
the first launch in June
2024, Boult TWS saw
a 55% YoY growth in
Q3 and 36% in Q4, re-

flecting the strong de-
mand for aspirational

high-performance au-
dio products. Addition-
ally, this partnership
has fueled a ~10% mar-
ket share increase in
the T1500-%2000 TWS
segment, i

technology
with bold design, Boult
continues to attract
Gen Z and aspirational
buyers looking for fea-
ture-rich wearables.
“India’s audio weara-
bles market is expand-
ing rapidly, and de-
mand for aspirational,
high-quality TWS prod-
ucts remains strong. At
BOULT, we see this as
an opportunity to lead
with innovation and
deliver unmatched au-
dio experiences.

WorkIndia Report
Engineering Roles

New Delhi:
WorkIndia, a leading
platform connecting job
seekers with employers,
has witnessed significant
hiring growth in the con-
struction sector during
the year 2023-2024. The
sector has witnessed an
81% increase in candi-
dates choosing construe-
tion as their preferred
field, highlighting its
growing appeal among
job seekers. Within the
sector, the preference for
architect roles surged ris-
es, while those opting for
engineering roles doubled,
indicating a shift towards

structural and infrastruc-
ture-driven careers,

One of the most nota-
ble trends is the substan-
tial surge in hiring for
architects, with a growth
of 35%. This reflects the
rising need for skilled ar-
chitects in the country’s
booming  infrastructure
and urban development
sector. In contrast, inte-
rior design roles, includ-
ing interior designers,

Union Budget Prudently Manages

Fiscal Cons

Mumb:
he Union Budget
presented by Fi-
nance  Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman
"prudently  manages"
fiscal consolidation and
growth objectives, an
article by Reserve Bank
slaffers said on Wednes-
day.
In the article, which
may not reflect the cen-
tral bank's views, Akash
Raj, Harshita Yadav,
Kovuri  Akash Yadav,
Aayushi Khandelw-
al, and others said the
document reaffirms the
Centre's commitment to
fiscal discipline.

It also aims to foster
inclusive and long-term
economic growth, the
article published in the
RBI's monthly bulletin
for February said.

"With a fiscal deficit
target of 4.4 per cent
of GDP, the Budget
prudently manages fis-
cal consolidation and
growth objectives," the
article said.

For

growth,  the

Reveals 81% Surge in Construction Job

o

¥-0

Budget focuses on four
pillars of agriculture,
small businesses, export
sector and investments,
it added.

The Budget articulates

lidation

reforms in  taxation,
power, urban develop-
ment, mining, financial
sector and regulatory
frameworks, it said.

The Rs 1 lakh crore

of tax relief to the mid-
dle class is expected to
bolster household dis-
posable incomes and
stimulate consumption,
it said.

& Growth: RBI

India Economy
Shows Sequential
Pickup: RBI
Bulletin

In the article, which
may not reflect the
central bank's views,
Akash Raj, Harshita
Yadav, Kovuri Akash
Yadav, Aayushi Khan-
delwal, and others
said the document
reaffirms the Cen-

tre's commitment to
fiscal discg e. I

Earlier this month,
RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra had lauded the
Union Budget for FY26
as an "excellent” docu-
ment that will help both
in economic growth
and also in the central
bank's core objective of
curtailing inflation.

Malhotra, a career
bureaucral who took
over as RBI Governor
in December, also said
the Rs 1 lakh crore of
tax relief given to the
middle class to spur
consumption will not
have any major impact
on inflation.

Seekers,

Double Amid Infrastructure Growth in India

a transformation in the
types of talent needed as
the construction sector
focuses more on struc-
tural and engineering ad-
vancements.

The engineering sec-
tor saw extraordinary
growth. Engineering roles
surged by 216%, driven
by the growing demand
for civil, site, and con-
struction engineers. This
massive increase reflects
the ling infrastruc-

declines, with interior
design roles dropping
by 100% and interior
designers seeing a 99%
fall. These shifts indicate

ture projects across the
country, particularly in
key cities and emerging
urban areas. Tier 1 cities,
such as Bengaluru, Del-

hi, Mumbai, and Pure,
saw an increase in de-
mand for construction
professionals ranging
from 32% to 51%. Tier 2
cities also experienced
significant growth, with
hiring demand rising by
25% Lo 68% for roles such
as engineers and archi-
tects. Most notably, Tier
3 cities reported an ex-
ceptional 132% increase
in demand, pointing to
the rapid development of
smaller cities and towns.
Worklndia’s data fur-
ther highlights the dom-
inant presence of young
professionals in the con-

struction sector. Most
candidates selecting con-
struction as their pre-
ferred industry fall within
the 20-30 age group, with
astrong concentration in
the 22-24 range. Nota-
bly, 24-year-olds alone
accounted for 9.11% of
candidates, reinforcing
the role of a younger, dy-
namic workforce in driv-
ing industry growth.

Mr. Nilesh Dungarwal,
Co-Founder and CEO of
WorkIndia, comment-
ed, “The construction
sector is witnessing an
unprecedented rise in
job seekers, with an 81%

increase in candidates
choosing it as their pre-
ferred field. The surge in
engineering and architec-
ture roles highlights the
industry's shift towards
large-scale infrastructure
development, especially
in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cit-
ies. This trend signifies
the growing demand for
skilled professionals who
will play a crucial role in
shaping India's urban
and rural landscapes.”
Overall, the data from
WorkIndia reveals a
transformative shift with-
in the construction sector,
where engineering and

architecture roles are at
the forefront, especially
in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cit
While Tier 1 cities con
ue to experience steady
demand, the surge in hir-
ing across smaller cities
and towns reflects the ex-
pansion of construction
activities and the grow-
ing significance of these
regions in India’s devel-
opment. This year-on-
year growth underscores
the rising potential of
the country's infrastruc-
ture sector and the cru-
cial role it will play in
shaping the nation’s fu-
ture.

High frequency indica-
tors, like vehicles sales,
air traffic, steel consump-
tion and GST E-way bills,
point towards a sequen-
tial pickup in momentum
of economic activity dur-
ing the second half of the

2024-25 and sus-
tain moving forward, RBI
g:llel'm said on Wednes-

Mumbai:
fr

However, a strong dol-
lar, driven by US econom-
ic resilience and trade
policy pivots, could ex-
acerbate capital outflows
from emerging econo-
mies, push risk premi-
ums higher, and intensify
external  vulnerabilities,
said an article on ‘State of
the Economy' published
in RBI's February bulle-
tin,

Economic activity mo-
mentum is poised to be
sustained, strong rural
demand is expected to
receive a farther fillip
from the robust perfor-
mance of the agriculture
sector. Urban demand is

0 poised for a recovery,
tracking decline in infla-
tion as well as a t to
disposable incomes from
the sizeable income tax
relief announced in the
Union Budget 2025-26.

"...high frequency in-
dicators point towards a
sequential pick-up in mo-
mentum of economic ac-
tivity during H2:2024-25,
which is likely to sustain
moving forward," it said.

The economic activity
index (EAI) is construct-
ed by extracting the com-
mon trend underlying 27
high frequency indicators
of economic activity using
a Dynamic Factor Model.

It also noted that the
global economy contin-
ues to grow at a steady
but moderate pace, with
divergent outlook across
countries amid rapid-
ly evolving political and
technological land-
seapes.
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Look its tough and there is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
isin rare company at his
age,-——— Simon Katichy

In-form India aim to replicate recent heroics
in campalgn opener agalnst Bangladesh

Dubai

ndia, the finalists of the 2023

edition of the ICC Men's Crick-

et World Cup and winners of last

year's 1CC Men's T20 World
Cup will look to make an impact in
the ICC Men's Champions Trophy
from the word go by getting one over
Bangladesh in their tournament
opener.

Thie side are no strangers (o success
in the global event, having previous-
ly secured CT title wins in 2002 (co-
winners with Sri Lanka) and 2013, as
pera press release from 1CC.

But this tfime around, Rohit Shar-
ma’s side will be without their finest
bowling asset and the "National Treas-
ure' as dubbed by batter Virat Kohli,
Jasprit Bumrah, and have banked on
a spin-heavy setup to get the job
done for them in the tournament.

Their opponents first up are also
good exponents of spin and have the
o dish out a surprise in big

. The Tigers will take inspira-
tion from their 2007 50-over World
Cup heroics against India and will
back their experienced players to
come good on Thursday.

Recent form:

India: The tournament fancies
enter the Champions Trophy in fine
touch, after a wildly recent

M
the ODI series that recently ended.
Before that, India handled Eng,\and

oA

played any cricket since December,

when lhev toured the West lndxcs

comfortably in the pair's fi
T201 series, winning 4-1. lhow. sev-
enwins, all in the last month, should
give the squdd confidence,

h: Reading the formis

white-ball run against England. Hosts
India clean-swept the visitors 3-0in

not as straightforward with the
Tigers. The national side had not

BCCI VP Shukla backs India
to win Champions Trophy
despite Bumrah's absence

21PL

AUCTION

dia (BCCT) vice-president Rajeev Shuk-
Tasaid on Wednesday that Team India
will win the 1CC Champions Trophy de-
spite star pacer Jasprit Bumrah's ab-

India's 10C (‘lmlnplum'lmph\ cam-
paign will kick off with a match against
Bangladesh at Dubai on February 19,
followed by matches against arch-rivatls
Pakistan (February 23) and New
Zealand (March 2). As per the hybrid
‘model, India will play all its matches in
Dubai instead of Pakistan.

India will miss the services of its pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah as he has
been ruled out due to a lower back in-
jury. Young pacer Harshit Rana has
made his into the team as a re-
placement. Bumrah has been missing
from on-field action since Jamary.
His last appearance was in Border-
Gavaskar Trophy Test against Aus-
tralia in Sydney. After bowling 10.1
overs in the first innings, the A-Lister
was visibly in discomfort and went for
scans. He was advised by the Aus-
tralian doctors not to participate in the
remainder of the Sydney Test. He came
outto bat in the second innings but did
not take up his duties with the ball.

Speaking to ANI, Shukla said,
"Champions Trophy has started today
in Karachi (Pakistan). Tomorrow, we
have a match with Bangladesh. Our
teani is in full form and paying with de-
termination. | amconfident that we will
win hoth tomorrow's match and the
match with Pakistan on February 23.
We will reach the finals of the tourna-
ment... Thereis no doubt that Bumrah's
absence will havean impact. Our three
bowlers and four: spinm'rs will perform
verywell. Ind.\a will win the finals to be-
of the Champions

ome th
Trophy.”

Also, spinner Varun Chakravarthy
has been drafted into the squad fol-
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Also, spinner Varun
Chakravarthy has been
drafted into the squad
following fine perform-
ances against England in
home T20Is. Bumrah
has been missing from
on-field action since
January.

lowing fine performances against Eng-
land in home Tzols, Bumrah has been
missing from on-field action since Jan-
uary. His last appearance was in Bor-
des vaskar Trophy Test against Aus-
tralia in Sydney.

On the other hand, young opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal has been omitted
from the team and placed in non-trav-
elling reserves after being named in the
i ally. This comes after
his ODI debut in the three-match series
opener against England.

In his ODI debut, the young south-
paw failed to deliver with the bat and
flapped with a knock of 15(22). In the
second ODI, Jaiswal was dropped from
the playing XI for Virat Kohli, and
Chakaravarthy made his ODI debut. He
returned with figures of 1/54 in his 10~

squad for 1CC Champions
ophy : Rohit Sharma (Cap-
lam) Shuhm.m Gill (Vice-captain),
Virat Kohli, Shrevas Iyer, KL Rahul
(WK), Rishabh Pant (WK), Hardik
Pandya, Axar Patel, Washington Sun-
dar, Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit Rana,
Mohd. Shami. Arshdeep Singh, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, Varun Chakaravarthy.
Non-travelling substitutes: Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Mohammed Siraj and Shivam
Dube. The three players will travel to
Dubai as and when required.

h were comprel
beaten in the three-match ODI series
with the Windies, losing 3-0. They
saved face somewhat by claiming all
three T2ols in the Caribbean that fol-
lowed the One-Day International
ericket. In November, before they

' - - -
toured the West Indies, Bangladesh
went down 2-1 to Afghanistan in an
OD1 series in the UAE.

Players in focus:

India: Arshdeep Singh

With Jasprit Bumrah unavailable
for India, there will be an added
spotlight on the team's bowling at-
tack. But heading into the tourna-

ment, there is optimism that 26-
year-old left-armer Arshdeep Singh
can handle new ball duties and po-
tentially step into the incredibly large
shoes left by Jasprit, who is recover-
ing from a back injury. In nine ODIs
of his career, he has taken 14 wickets
atan average of 23.00.
Bangladesh: Mehidy Hasan Miraz
The 27-year-old all-rounderis at the
peak of his powers and will need to de-
liverin all departments for the Tigers
to make a dent at the Champions Tro-
phy. From the aforementioned West
Indies tour in December, Mehidy
Hasan Miraz smoked 152 runs across
three ODIs with an average of 50.66,
striking at 84.91. He also claimed
eight combined wickets across the
T20l series in the Caribbean.
Squads: India: Rohit Sharma (¢),
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli, Shreyas
Iyer, KL Rahul, Rishabh Pant, Hardik
Pandya, Axar Patel, Washington Sun-
dar, Kuldeep Yadav, Harshit Rana,
Mohl. Shami, Arshdeep Singh, Ravin-
dra Jadeja, Varun Chakaravarthy.
Bangladesh: Nazmul Hossain
Shanto (c), Soumya Sarkar, Tanzid
Hasan, Tawhid Hridoy, Mushfiqur
Rahim, MD Mahmud Ullah, Jaker Ali
Anik, Mehidy Hasan Miraz, Rishad
Hossain, Taskin Ahmed, Mustafizur
Rahman, Parvez Hossain Emon, Na-
sum Ahmed, Tanzim Hasan Sakib,
Nathid Rana.

Najmul Hossain Shanto focused on execution
as Bangladesh gears up for India clash

Dubai
Bangladesh captain Najmul Hossain
Shanto is confident in his team's abil-
ities, Shanto emphasized the impor-
tance of executing their game plan
rather than focusing on individual op-
ponents.

He addressed the media ahead of
their crucial Champions Trophy Group
A clash against India in Dubai.

When asked about Jasprit Bumrah's
absence from the Indian squad, Shan-
to dismissed any notion of it being an
advantage.

T am not someone who thinks about
any individual. The entire Indian team
is a quality side. Our focus is on exe-
cuting our plans,” he stated.

Reflecting on the overall competition,
Shanto acknowledged thehigh standard
of all participating teams.

"All eight teams in the tournament
are stromg. If we execute our plans
well, we will have a good match against
India,"he said.

Discussing the conditions in Dubai,
where they will play against India, the
Bangladesh skipper noted the difference
in playing surfaces compared to Pak-
istan, where they recently played Test
matches.

"Here in Dubai, we need to adjust. If
you compare this wicket to Pakistan's,
it is not as high-scoring. We have
played in Pakistan in the Test match-
s, s0 we are aware of the conditions
there," he explained.

Shanto expressed confidence in the
balance of his squad and theirability to

compete at the highest level.
"Wehavea well-balanced team. If we

perform well and execute our plans, T

helieve we can beat any team.” he said.
He also highlighted Bangladesh's

of veteran all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan
from the Champions Trophy squad,
Shanto kept his response brief and
clear, "No."

"In first-class ericket, we play with the

growing strength in the pace depart-
ment.

"Over the last couple of vears, we have
developed some good fast bowlers. If
they bowl in the right areas, it will be a
big advantage for us," he noted.

He further praised the versatility
within the squad. "We have some good
all-rounders, and T hope they will per-
form well tomorrow,” he added.

When questioned about the absence

Duke ball," Shanto said.

He also acknowledged the unwa-
vering stupport of Bangladeshi fans
worldwide.

"Wherever we play, we get a lot of
supporters,” he noted.

‘With Bangladesh aiming to make a
strongstart in the tournament, all eyes
will be on their performancs s
diaas they look to turn confidence into
results on the field.

Ponting backs Smith
to succeed as opener
during Australia's
CT campaign

New Delhi
I1CC Hallof Famer and former skipper
Ricky Ponting has backed Steve Smith
to play as an opener during the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025, saying that
hecould anchor the innings for Aussies
at the top of the order.

Australia’s ICC Champions Trophy
campaign will kickstart on February 22
at Lahore against arch-rivals Eng-
land, followed by matches against
South Africa (February 23) at
Rawalpindi and Afghanistan (Febru-
ary 28) at Lahore.

Ponting was speaking about Aus-
tralia's current injury woes with host
Sanjana Ganesan on the latest episode
of The ICC Review, with regular skip-
per Pat Cummins, fellow fast bowlers
Mitchell Starc and Josh Hazelwood, all-
rounders Cameron Green and Mitchell
Marsh, plus even recently-retired all-
rounder Mareus Stoinis (vetired from
ODIs) all missing from their 15-play-
er squad for the event.

While Travis Head looks certain to
feature in Ay ia's top arder at the
Champions phy, Ponting thinks
promoting Smith up from his regular
role at number four is something se-
lectors may be considering ahead of
their first match at the tournament
against England in Lahore on Febru-
ary22

It is a role Smith has relished do-
mestically in T20 cricket, for the Syd-
ney Sixers in Australia's domestic Big
Bash League, which recently included
asearing 121* off 64 balls against the
Perth Scorchers in January.

From 151 ODI innings for Australia,
Smith has batted everywhere from
third in the line-up right down to
eighthy, but has never opened.

The decision centres around the
faith Australian selectors have in tal-
ented hitter Jake Fraser-McGurk, who
is stillyet to deliver on the promise he's
shown in recent years.

Fraser-McGurk averages just 14

from the seven innings he's played in
ODIs, since making his debut in Feb-
ruary 2024, with a top score of 41 off
18 deliveries against the West Indies in
Canberra. Six of those seven imnings
were as an opener. Matt Short (197
runs in 13 matches with one fifty), J
Fraser McGurk (98 runs in seven
matches with the best score of 41) and
Josh Inglis (543 runs in 270DIs atan
average of 23.60 with three fifties in
middle order) have not proven them-
selves in ODIs to be able to become
Head's apening partner.
"Yeah, he is making it harder and
harder (for selectors to stick with Fras-
er-MeGurk)," Ponting said on the lat-
est episode of The 10C Review.

"He has not had the greatest of
summers. I mean, there is just so
much talent there. There is so much
ability and skill and talent that we have
noy sort of seen consistently enough
justyet. And that is one of the big calls
(selectors) are going to have to make
now as well." "Do they think about
opening the batting with Steve Smith,
which is something that they could ac-
tually think about as well, I think, be-
cause of how well he has done in
white ball eri cket when he has opened
the batting."

Ponting backs Smith to succeed as opener
during Australia's Champions Trophy campaign
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1CC Hall of Famer and former skipper
Ricky Ponting has backed Steve Smith
to play as an opener during the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025, saving that he
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the top of the order.

Australia’s [CC Champions Trophy
campaign will kickstart on February 22
at Lahore against arch-rivals England,
followed by matches against South
Africa (February 25) at Rawalpindi
and Afghanistan (February 28) at La-
hore.

Ponting was speaking about Aus-
tralia’s current injury woes with host
b'mjd.l‘ld Ganesan on thelatest episode

of The 1CC Review, with regular skip-
per Pat Cummins, fellow fast bowlers
Mitchell Starc and Josh Hazelwood, all-
rounders Cameron Green and Mitchell
Marsh, plus even recently-retired all-
rounder Marcus Stoinis (retired from
ODIs) all missing from their 15-player
squad for the event.

While Travis Head looks certain to
feature in Australia's top order at the
Champions Trophy. Ponting thinks

promoting Smith up from his regu]m
role at number four is something se-
lectors may be considering ahead of
their fisst match at the tournament
against England in Lahore on February
22,

It is & role Smith has relished do-
mestically in Tz2o ericket, for the Syd-
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asearing 121" off 64 balls against the
Perth Scorchers in January.
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Smith has batted everywhere from
third in the line-up right down to
eightly, but has never opened.
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Australian selectors have intalented hit-
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terJake Fraser-MeGurk, who is still yet
todeliveron the promisehe's shown in
recent years,

Fraser-McCGurk averages just 14 from
the seven innings he's played in ODIs,
since making his debut in February
2024, with atap score of 41 off 18 de-
liveries against the West Indies in Can-
berra. Six of those seven innings were
as an opener. Matt Short (197 runs in
13 matches with one fifty), J Fraser
MeGurk (98 runs in seven matches with
the best score of 41) and Josh Inglis
runs in 27 ODIs at an average of 23.60
with three fifties in middle order) have
not proven themselves in ODIs to be
ableto become Head's opening partner.

"Yeah, he is making it harder and
harder (for selectors tostick with Fras-
er-MeGurk)," Ponting said on the lat-
est episode of The 10C Review.

“He has not had the greatest of sum-
mers. I mean, thereis just so much tal-
ent there. There is so much ability and
skill and talent that we have noy sort of
seen consistently enough just yet. And
that is one of the big calls (selectors) are
going to have to make now as well."
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We struggled to
impose our
game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
los Buttler

Chinelle Henry set for WPL debut, ready to make an impact

Vadodara

ith Alyssa Healy sidelined

duetoa stress injury in her

foot, West Indies all-

rounder Chinelle Henry
is st to make her debut for UP Warriorz
in the Women's Premier League (WPL),
The powerful middle-order batter and
fast bowler received a late callup as
Healy's replacement and is eager to
seize the opportunity, reparted ESPN-
cricinfo,

‘Henry's revent performances highlight
why she was chosen to step in. On her
maiden tour of India in December, she
showeased her form with a blistering 16-
ball 43 and a wicket in the third Ta201
against India in Navi Mumbzi, She fol-
lowed it up with & composed 61 off 72
balls in the third ODI in Vadodara,
reaffirming her credentials as a dy-
namic player.

“This isa really huge, huge opportu-
nity forme." Henry told ESPNericinfo's
Powerplay podeast, as quoted from ES-
PNericinfo.

"My only other franchise league
would've been the CPL, so to be a part
of oneof the biggest franchises around
in female ericket in the WPLis a really
big thing for my career going forward,
Next year mayhe I could secure a place
to be actually a part of a team perma-
nenitly coming in the next edition of the
WPL so this year js definitely kind of fike
@ test run, a trial run, for me" she
added.

"Coming in has areplacement, that's
ahugeset of responsibilities on me, huge

International
Masters League
2025 trophy

revealed in Mumbai

Mumbai
The highly-anticipated International
Masters League (IML) unveiled its
magnificent trophy on Wednesday in
the presence of the ieons who will lead
their respective teams in the inaugu-
ral edition.

India’s ericket icon and Bharat Rat-
in Tendulkar was joined by Sn
Kumar Sangakkara, West
Indies maestro Brian Lara, England's
Waorld Cup-winning captain Eoin
Morgan, Australia’s Shane Watson
and South Africa's Jonty Rhodes,
who represented captain Jaeques
Kallis, at the Caplaing' Day, which was
held at the DY Patil Universi m-
pus on Wednesday, as pera press re-
lease from IML.

The IML is set to capture the imag-
ination of ericket fans by providinga
thrilling experience of high-octane ac-
tion, featunng stalwarts of the sport.
india Masters and Sri Lanka Masters
will play the opening fixture of the
IML at the DY Patil Stadium on Sat-
urday, February 22.

Sachin Tendullar, captain of India
Masters, said, “Stepping back onto the
ericket field is like returning to the
place that has given me my identity as
a sportsperson. Reuniting with my
former teanunates and peers, reliving
our experiences, and sharing our
cherished memories is truly special.
1 am as excited today as 1 was on the
day of my debut to represent our
country, and I have no doubt that
every player shares the same passion
1o play the game we all love, once

an Lara, captain of West Indies
Masters: "L am truly excited w be back
in India, a country that has always felt
like a second home to me. Its vibrant
culture and the passion of its diverse
fans make playing here an unforget-
table experience. Taking the field
onee again with old friends in the In-
ternational Masters League is some-
thing 1 deeply look forward to, and 1
can't wait to reignite some of our fa-
bled rivalries. The stage is set, the en-
lectric, and Tam ready for the

Kumar Sangakkara, captain of Sri
Lanka Masters: "I am delighted tobe
part of this inevedible competition.
Cricket is'a huge part of my life, and
having the chance to play alongside
some of the greatest ambassadors of
the game makes the IML even more
special. [ ean't wait for that opening
match against India Masters-
ing to be a fantastic contest!

Shane Watson, captain of Australia
Masters, said: "India has always been
ane of my favourite countries, and the
Tove and support I've received hereis
second to none. 1 am really chuffed to
be playing in the International Mas-
ters League, sharing the field once
again with friends and old colleagues.

shoes to fll. The atmosphere playing
along with some of the best in the
world from their respective regions is go-
ing tobehuge. Thiswill be alot of learn-
ing this year and I'm hoping that I can
actually gothere and deliver on the field
when called upon, because that's the rea-
son why 1'm here. Obviously l.hu} saw

Iy, and that's something that 1 actually
want o continue to do because obviously
the pressure of the WPLis different from
everything else,” Henry said, as quated
from ESPNericinfo.

“"Being here in the WPL, I'm not go-
ing to lie, [ was a litle bit nervous at first,
but after coming back here, adjusting to

g, Healy, the
team lost to injuty, and to be that re-
placement isa huge honour,” she said.

"A lot of people have been talking
about it, that I have been in form late-

the 7 it's justabout getting to
kenow the girls a little bit better and just
picking up where I left off the last time
I'was in India. It's just about continiing
that confidence, continuing to play with

Chennai reinforces global sports hub
status with WTT star contender

Chennai

The partnership between Stupa Sports
Analytics and Ultimate Table Tennis
(UTT) continues to redefine Indian
table tennis and is setto enhance it fur-
ther by bringing world-class interna-
tional competition to Chennai for the
first tirne with WTT Star Contender, as
per a release from WTT.

Set to take place from March 25-30
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Sta-
divm, this premier event will offer a
USD 275,000 prize purse and 600 cru-
cial ITTF ranking points, attracting
elite international talent while pro-
viding Indian players with an wapar-
alleled stage to compete at the highest
level in a city that has hécome syn-
onymous with Indian table ((\muc
not Jeast for it producing i

bringing the WT'T Star Contender to
India and successfully hosted it for the
two Goa editions, said, "Bringing the
Star Contender to Chennai reaffirms
WTT fid, in us since we

al icons like -\dmnm Sharath Kamal,
Sathivan Gnanasekaran, and more.

Chennai has also hosted the suc-
cessful fifth edition of Ultimate Table
Tennis (UTT), India's top profession-
al table tennis league, reinforcing its
strong connection with the sport.
Now, with WTT Star Contender com-
ing to Chennai, the city is further ce-
menting its status as a global sporting
hub, having already played host to
prestigious events such as the Chess
Olympiad, night street circuit races,
and marquee cricket and football
matches.

This premier tournament is organ-
ised by Stupa Sports Analytics and
UTT under the aegis of the Table
Tennis Federation of India (TTFT). By
blending UTT's league excitement
with WTT's elite global competition,
Indian table terinis is set for a new era
of growth on the back of India’s his-
toric Olympics team event appearance,

Speaking on the occasion, Deepak
Founder of Stupa Sports 4
Ivtics, which has played a key role in

brought the fisst edition of the tour-
nament in 2023 to Goa. Stupa, along-
side its stakeholders, has been driving
table tennis growth in India through
cutting-edge technology and hosting
world-class events. Having Chennai, »
city-and a region so crucial to Indian
table tennis, as the host city aligns with
thiis vision to elevate the sport and en-
hance the tournament's global
stature,” as quoted from a release by
WITT.

Tamil Nadu's Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, Thirt Udhayanidhi Stalin ex-
pressed his excitement about the
event, stating, "Hosting the WTTT Star
Contender in Chennai isa proud mo-
ment for Tamil Nadu and reaffirms
our dedication to positioning the state
as India’s premicr sports destination.
This event not only showeases our
world-class infrastructure but also
inspires our youth to embrace sports
as a way of life. We welcome players
from around the globe and are com-
mitted to making this event a grand
success.”

that freedom and toknow that I have the
backing of the coaches and team,” she
said. At 2g years old, with 111 interna-
tional appearances across both white-
ball formats, Henry is looking to expand
her presence in global franchise leagnes.

Henry hopes to bring valuable experi-
ence back to the West Indies team,
particularly as they gear up for crucial
tournaments, In April, the West Indies
will compete for one of two qualifying
spots at the upcoming 50-over World
Cup in India. Additionally, the team is
set to play its first women's Test match
in over twodecades when they host Aus-
traliain2026, marking a significant mo-
ment for women's cricket in the region

"When you talk about West Indies, we
always want to be at the big stage, big
competitions, we always want to be
competing,” Henry said, asquoted from
ESPNericinfo.

"The same amount of confidence,
the same amount of enthusiasm that we
ay the'T2os with, that's something we
are trying to go out there and play the
longer version with. The Jonger version
of the gameis something that we are go-
ing to have to take more responsibility
foras a person. asa team, and know that
to avoid these situations [going through
the qualifier] this is what we have todo,”
she said.

"We won the T2o World Cup once
and definitely the ODI World Cup is
something that we talked about. Wejust
don't want tokeepdwelling on the past
that, "hey, wewon the 2016 T2o World

She dimis tofollow in the

of il

Taylor, who have made significant
marks in franchise competitions world-
wide.

Cup..'Ts evolving, teams are get-
ting better, plavers are getting better. We
know that we have 1o get better and
these are things that we have to do in or-
der to be better at the longer version of
the game," she added.
Before those mil

West Indies

Beyond her personal

will face England ina limited-overs se-
ries in May and June, consisting of
three Tzols and three ODIs. The last
time the two sides met, West Indies
knocked England out of the Tzo World
Cup atthegroup stage. England, fresh
offa demoralizing 16-0 points lossin the
Women's Ashes, is undergoing an in-
ternal review to address ther recent
struggles, Henry expects a determined
response from the English side, setting
the stage for a fiereely contested series.

“The World Cup, it was good for us,
the things that we achieved,” she said,
as quoted from ESPNencinfo.

“England being one ofthe best in the
world, we were able to overcome that
hurdle. Unfortunately weeouldn't make
itto the final, but I was definitely proud
of the team, proud of the performanc-
es, It isdefinitely going to be a challenge
[playing in England] because I'm prei-
ty sure they'll remember that we're the
reason why they didn't make it further
in the Tao World Cup, so there would
be a lot to settle there,” she said.

“"But that happened and we know
what it takes to beat teams that are
ranked above us. We know what it
takes individually and as a team and
there's a Jot we could take from that
Word Cup and bring into this series that
wehave coming up against them in May.
They will be coming out guns blazing so
as 3 unit we have to be up for the chal-
lenge and we have tobe ready to know
that when the pressure happens we
just know how to deal with it," she
added.

Formula 1 delivers incredible 75th anniversary
celebration and 2025 season launch at The 02

London

Formula 1 made history at The Oz in
Lendon tonight with its first-ever sea-
son launch event, bringing together all
10 Leams, 20 drivers, and Team Prin-
cipals for an unforgettable night of mo-
torsport and entertainmient, as per
Fi1 press release.

The sold-out event hosted more
than 15,000 fans and marked the of-
ficial start of the 2025 season while cel-
ebrating the sport’s 75th anniversary
in spectacular fashion.

“The evening featured the highly an-
ficipated unveiling of the 2025 liveries
from Alpine, Aston Martin, Ferrari,
Haas, Kick Sauber, MecLaren, Mer-
cedes, Racing Bulls, Red Bull, and
Williams. Fans were treated to exelu-
sive interviews with the biggest names
in the sport, as Team Principals and
drivers tock to the stage to share their
excitement for the upeoming season,

Adding to the theatre of the show,
acclaimed comedian and actor Jack
Whitehall hosted the event, keeping
the crowd entertained with his signa-
ture wit and energy. Multi-platinum
recording artist ‘»[:ﬂ.hmﬂ Gun Kelly de-

ed up to eight metres in the air, and
above that a flving LED screen, em-
bedded with dynamic lighting effects,
muoved fuidly throughout the night
telling each team's story and revealing
each one in tum in an unforgettable se-
quence.

This world premicre event was
brought to life by ereative visionary Bri-
an Burke of Bri uBurkchedu\c

liverad a show-stopp
while country musie slm Kane Brown
brought his distinet sound to the cel-

Stufish Entertai A
chitects, DX7 Design, and pmdumun
mmpanv 1826. Burke and his world-

ebration. The night luded with an
electrifying performance by legendary
British band Take That, who closed the
show with their iconic hits Greatest
Day and Rule The World.

Formula 1 is known for pushing
the boundaries of innovation, and the
show was no different, as the largest
LED screen ever used at The Oz
stretehed across the width of the ven-
ue, while hidden beneath it was a
garage-style door, which opened to in-
troduce cach team’s drivers for the
2025 season. The cars were suspend-

med team, who previ
hwn:d the groundbreaking opening
and closing ceremonies for the inau-
gural Las Vegas Grand Prix, ensured
the night was nothing short of spec-
tacular. Celebrities flocked to attend
the unique event, with Idris Elba,
Gordon Ramsay, and Jerry Bruck-
heimer spotted on the red carpet.
They were joined hy a host of other
high-profile figures from the worlds of
sport, entertainment, and fashion, all
eager to witness the thrilling fusion of
motorsport and live entertainment.

With the 2025 season launched, all
eyes now turn to the first Grand Prix
of the year in Australia between 14-16
March, where the battle for the cham-
pionship begins. If last night'senergy
was anything to go by, fans are in for
an unforgettahle season ahead. Stefano
Dumemm]x Preuclen( & CEQ of For-

eventand ahuge success, Asa sportwe
did something together that has nev-
erbeen done in the history of F1 before.

We are always celebrating and re-
ng our incredible history while
to the future to eéngage new
fans around the globe. We had a
packed O2 arena, passionate fans
sharing their love and excitement for
the sport here in person and watching
around the world. We saw all the
drivers and team principals on stage
alongside great music and entertain-
ment. Weare now excited for the sea-
son ahead and what is set to be a great
battle in the track for the ultimate prize
0 MOtorsport.

India men's team bounce back with 1-0 win over World Champions Germany

Bhubaneswar
India men's team won their second
matchin the FIH Hockey Pro League
2024-25 season on Wednesday after
beating World Champions Germany
1-0at the Kalinga Hockey Stadium in
Bhubaneswar. Gurjant Singh scored
the only goal of the match as India
climbed to séventh in the standings.

Indin responded well after losing 4~
1 to Germany on Tuesday. Captain
Harmanpreet Singh marshalled the
Indian defence, which put in asolid
display to secure an important wi

After a bright start, India took the
lead four minutes into the mateh
Gurjant Singh scored in back-to-
back matches.

Rajinder Singh sent the ball into the
circle hoping for Mandeep Singh o
put it into goal. Alexander Stadler
saved Mandeep's effort but the Ger-
man goalkeeper did not clear the
Toose ball away. An unmarked Gur-
jant dove in to sweep the ball into the
empty goal.

India dep\o\'t-d:\ half-court press as
they looked to protect their lead and

pounce on any German mistakes.

3D skills to beat his markers. Krishan

Germany nearly got the equaliser as
Thies Prinz showeased his incredible

Bahadur Pathak stood tall and swat-
ted away Prinz's attempt before Flo-
rian Sperling scooped the loose ball
over the goal.

Germany won the first

penalty cor-
nerof the match with 46 seconds left

in the quarter but Gonzalo Peillat's
drag-flick flew wide of the goal as
first quarter ended 1-0 in Indi
favour.Indiaresorted to sitting deep-
erin their half and forcing the Ger-
mans to try and find ways to pene-
trate the . Surnj Karkera, whao re-
placed Pathak in the Indian goal in
the second quarter, was rarely called
into action.

It was India who had the better
chances from counterattacks as Shi-
lanand Lakra, Nilam Sanjeep Xess,
and Raj Kumar Pal tested Stadler. In-
dia won three penalty corners in the
final minute hut the German defence
made sure they went into the break
trailing only by the solitary goal.

Germany began the thind quarter
with more urgency, and it needed an
instinctive save from Pathak to deny
Prinz a goal in the 32nd minute. A
couple of minutes later, Pathak was
called into action as he denied Peil-
lat a penalty corner with a superb save
with his foot.

India had a big chanee to double
their advantage towards the end of a
cagey third quarter. However, Stadler
pulled off an incredible double save
to deny Sukhjeet Singh and Vivek
Sagar Prasad . The Indian defence was
tested early in the fourth quarter as
Germany won 4 penalty corner in the
46th minute. Karkera did well to
save Peillat’s drag-flick. India wona
penalty eorner two minutes later but
Amit Rohidas sent his drag-flick
wide.

With time against them, Germany
upped the antein the final five min-
utes. The World Champions won a
penalty corner with four minutes to
go but captain Harmanpreet suc-
cessfully nsed India’s review to re-
verse the decision.

Germany took off Stadler soon af-
ter for an additional outfield player as
they hunted for 2 late equaliser. The
Germams won four penalty cornersin
a row, only to be thwarted by a res-
olute Indian defence led by Karkera.
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Get ready for
‘Mayhem’: Lady Gaga
unveils track list for
seventh studio album

hington
ady Gaga has offi-
ciglly unveiled the
track list for her
highly anticipated
seventh studio album, May-
hem', which marks a return
to her pop roots.

The pop icon had been
teasing the album for
months, with a series of
cryptic countdowns and bill-
beard promotions across the
country.

Now, after much antici-
pation, fans can finally dive
into the details of the 14-
track LP, set to release on
March 7, 2025

The album includes pre-
viously released singles like

‘Disease’ and ‘Die with a
Smile," alongside a new
track, ‘Abracadabra.”

“The music video for *Abra-
cadabra made a splash dur-
ing a commercial break at
the 2025 Grammy Awards,
giving fans an early taste of
to come from ‘May-

hem’.
In astatement, [

dv Gaga
expressed her excitement
aboul the project: “The al-
bum started as me facing
my fear of returning to the
pop music my earliest fans
loved. It's reinventing my
earlier sound while embrac-
ing a fresh and fearless artis-
tie perspective,” as per The
Hollywood Reporter.

Shweta Tripathi to turn
producer, says she feels
‘inspired to tell my own stories’

New Dethi
irzapur” star
Shweta Tri-
pathi has an-
nounced her
foray into production, saying
she is inspired to tell her
“own ste

Tripathi broke out with
her role of Shaalu Gupta in
Neeraj Ghaywan's 2015 film
“Masasn” and went on to
feature in critically-ac-
claimed movies such as
“Haraamkhor”, “Gone Kesh”
and “Cargo”.

She became a household
name courtesy her perform-
ance as Gajgamini Gupta
aka Golu in crime thriller
show "Mirzapur™. She has
also starred in shows like
"Made in Heaven™, “Yeh
Kaali Kuali Ankhein
“Kaalkoot™.

“Asan actor, I've been for-
tunate to receive immense
love, support, and respect
from the industry, critics,
and audiences. I've always
been drawn to stories that
challenge conventions and
offer fresh perspecti

“Over the years, I've
worked on projects that res-
onate deeply and break
stereatypes, and now, with
the support I've received,
I feelinspired to tell my own
ies,” Tripathi said in a

10W.

and

statement

She said she is excited
about starting a new chapter
in her professional journey
and looks forward to col-
laborating with talented sto-
rytellers to bring impactful
narratives to life

“I want to create a space
park me:

for stories tha
ingful conversations, chal-
lenge norms, and inspire
change. While acting willal-
ways be my passion, pro-
ducing offers me the chance
to contribute to the industry
in a new and fulfilling way.
T'm currently working on
my first project, and 1 look
forward tosharing more de-
tails very soon,” Tripathi
added.

The actor was most re-
eently seen in the second
season of her Netflix series
“Yeh Kaali Kaali Ankhein®™

Need my characters to
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have agency, says
humi Pednekar

Mumbai
ctor Bhumi Ped-
nekar,
completing 2
lecade in thein-
dustry this year, §
happy that she has built
her career on playing
women with agency, right
from her debut with 2015's
“Dum Laga Ke Haisha™

Bhumi, known for films

Ek Prem
“Bheed”,
k", said it is
ng that she
gets to live her dream of
being an actor everyday
through movies.

“I yealised | wanted to
be an actor when I was 12
so1am grateful that even
after 10 years 1 am doing
what T love so deeply. I
constantly seck ageney in
my characters. 1f they
don’t have agen
wouldn't do them because
1just wouldn't enjoy being
a part of that process. [ am
lucky that T had the op-
portunity to play such di-
verse women,” the actor
said,

Bhumi will next be seen

who is

sheis

such “Toilet:
Katha”, “Bala
and “Bhaksh
a surreal f

Husband Ki
also features

in “Mere
Biwi", whick
Rakul Preet Singh and Ar-
jun Kapoor.

The 35-year-old actor
said “Mere Husband Ki
Biwi” is a fitting role to
conclude her first decade
in the industry,

*Mere Husband Ki Biwi’
has a very special place in
my life b

read the

use when [
ript, 1 felt, 1
have never played such a
aracter of Prableen, she
a little off ina nice way...

is
There is so much comedy
in her unpredictability,
and 1 have never played
such a character before
I've played this part with a
lotof dedication, so, it's a
very special film for mem,”
she said.

The comedy film cele-
and com-
itic rela-

Aziz of “Khel
in" fame.

The actor said co-star
Kapoor's
friendship helped create
a comfortable atmosphere
on set while Singh was

humor  and

Mumbai

Chad-
hoa

and

just like a sister.

“Arjun has a gift for
comedy; i
well bec
thinks like
that.
Rakul

is a

with him on the 2019 rom-
com “Pati Patni Aur Woh™.
“The back-

bone

Husband Ki Biwi’ has
a very special place in my
life because when | read the
script, | felt, | have never played
such a character of Prableen, she

is a little off in a nice way... There is
so much comedy in her unpre-

dictability, and | have never played
such a character before. I've
played this part with a lot of

sis-
ter to
m e .
When you
are doing come-
dy, you needto beina
secure space... Until there
is fun, trust and friend-
ship; especially among the
actors of a comedy film,
you won't be able to make
the audience laugh,” she
said. The actor credited
Aziz for steering her to-
ward the world of comedy
once again after working

Fazal
have come up with
“TAPS', a poignant
LGBTQ+ relation-

dedication, so, it's a very
special film for mem,”
she said.

ofitis
the writing.
The biggest thing [ learnt
from Mudassar sir in this
film is that comedy is of
ke, the
dialogues are writtenin a
specific metre, and as an
actor, you need to deliver
in that metre, or else the
punch won't land,” she
said.

different styles

ship drama that celebrates
love beyond boundaries.
“TAPS' tells the intimate
story of a couple navigating
their way hack to each oth-
er. It stars debutants Ullas
Samrat and Rohit Mehra,

Vikrant Massey celebrates third wedding
anniversary with wife Sheetal Thakur

Mumbai
s actor Vikrant
Massey and his
Sheetal
Thakur eelebrate
their third wedding an-
niversary, the couple is
making the day extra spe-
¢ial with anadorable fam-
ily moment,

Theactor took to his In-
stagram account toshare a
priceless picture featuring
their son, Vardaan,

The picture showed the

wife

couple posing alongside
their little one, flaghing
big smiles.

Along with the picture,
the actor added a caption
that read. “Happy Wed-
ding Anniversary Sheetu!!!
(18/2/2022)."

A couple of days ago,
the actor and his wife
shared the first ghimpse
of their son, Vardaan, as
they celebrated his first
birthday. The couple, who
have mostly kept their

child away from the public
eye, finally introduced him
to the world with adorable
pictures from the birth-
day bash.

The birthday party had a
blue theme, with little Var-
daan dressed in a cute
brown pant and white
shirt. Vikrant looked dap-
per in a blazer with a well-
groomed beard, while
Sheetal wore an elegant
summer dress.

The "12th Fail' actor took

[ 1

to his [nstagram account
to share pictures from the
birthday bash along with a
caption that read, “Say
HELLO! to our Onederful
Vardaan.”

Last year, Vikrant sur-
prised everyone with his
cryptic post regarding his
decision to take a break
from acting. However,
many speculated that the
actor had announced his
‘retirement’ from the in-
dustry.

Richa Chadha, Ali Fazal bring
LGBTQ+ love drama

‘TAPS’

The film has beenlauded
for its delicate yet powerful
portrayal of LGBTQ+ rela-
tionships, winning the
KASHISH QDrishti Film
Grant,

Speaking about the proj-
ect, Richa Chadha said,
"Cinema is powerful be-
it can shift perspec-
APS' is one of those
stories that gently vet pow-
erfully peels back the layers
ofidentity, love, and self-ac-
ceptance. We want people to
open their hearts a little
more,” in & press note.

Ali Fazal added, “Love
has always been painted in
broad strokes—roses, can-
dlelight, grand gestures. Bat
lave is so much more than
that. TAPS' captures some-
thing intimate, raw, and
real. [t reminds us that love
isn't just about whowe love
but how we love with hon-
esty, courage, and
lience.”

Producer Sudhanshu
Saria said, “TAPS reminded
me of when I was making
my first film, LOEV, ten
years ago, It felt like the
perfect way to build on
LOEV's legacy in queer cin-
ema by supporting another
story that normalizes queer
representation our

re-

on
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“Always excited
to play variety
of roles”:
Divya Dutta

New Delhi

ctress Divva Dutta

opetied up about

her diverse and

rvolving career
while reflecting on her trans-
formative roles, herjoumey
in the industry, and her re-
cent experiences with the
‘Chhaava' movie.

Dutta, known for her ver-
satile portravals, delved into
whal drives her choices asan
actress, the importance of
strong female characters in
films, and her exciting up-
coming projects.

‘Chhaava’ marks Divya
Dutta’ ond collaboration
with Laxman Utekar, afilm-
maker she prai
ability to offer her roles that
challenge her

Recalling her first experi-
ence with him in the
film "Nazar Andaaz’,
fondly remembers the film’s
playful and mischievous
tone, which contrasted with
her role in “Chhaava’.

"Laxman sir called me for
Chhaava and asked me to
play a Maratha queen. At
first, T wondered how it
would look on me, but he
assured me, saying, Yes, ab-
solutely, it will look very
good.” And it did," she re-
called.

On set, Dutta was fully
immersed inthe world of So-
yarabai's palace.

“When 1 first stepped into
my queenly costume and
saw the palace, it felt like I'd
stepped into another era,
The atmosphere was magi-
cal, and the unit worked so
beautifully to make me feel
the essence ofthe role,” Dut-
1o said.

for his






