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BIndia and Qatar on Tuesday also exchanged an agreement on establishment of strategic
partnership between the two countries.

New Delhi:

rime Minister
Narendra ~ Modi
Tuesday held

wide-ranging talks with
Amir of Qatar Sheikh
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-
Thani as the two lead-
ers decided to elevate
India-Qatar  relations
to a ‘"strategic part-
nership” with foeus
on trade, investments,
technology, energy and
people-to-people  ties,
further cementing the
"deep and traditional re-
lationship" between the
two countries.

They also exchanged
views on "regional and
global issues” of mutual
interest, the Ministry of
External Affairs said.

The Amir of Qatar's
two-day visit comes at the
invitation of Modi. This is
his second state visit to
India. He earlier visited
India in March 2015.

His visit will provide
"further momentum to
our growing multifac-
eted partnership”, the
MEA had said ahead of
the visit that began on
Monday.

Earlier in the day, the
Amir of Qatar was ac-
corded a ceremonial
guard of honour at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan

i)
as President Droupadi
Murmu welcomed the
visiting leader. Modi
was also present on the
occasion.

Later, Modi and the
Amir held talks at the
Hyderabad House cov-
ering a range of bilateral
issues.

India and Qatar on
Tuesday also exchanged
an agreement on estab-
lishment of strategic
partnership between the
two countries.

The documents were
exchanged between
Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of
Qatar, Sheikh Moham-

med bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Thani and
External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar, in the

ergy, investments, inno-
vation, technology, food
security, culture & peo-

presence of Prime Min-
ister Modi and the Amir
of Qatar here.
"India-Qatar, further
cementing the deep &
traditional relation-
ship. PM @narendra-
modi & HH Sheikh @
TamimbinHamad  Al-
Thani, Amir of the State
of Qatar held wide-rang-
ing talks at Hyderabad
House today. Both lead-
ers decided to elevate
India-Qatar relations to
a Strategic Partnership
with focus on trade, en-

ple-to-people ties. They
also exchanged views
on regional and global
issues of mutual inter-
est,” MEA Spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said in

apost on X.
India and Qatar have
deep-rooted historical

ties of friendship, trust
and mutual respeet. In
recent years, the ties be-
tween the two countries,
including in the areas of
trade, investment, ener-
gy, technology, culture
and  people-to-people
relations, have contin-
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Baramulla: Tourists enjoy the snow-covered slopes at the famous
Gulmarg Ski Resort, experiencing winter's magic on Tuesday.

BJP MLAs set to meet on

1 e Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP)
legislators are set

to meet on Wednesday
(February 19) to decide
on the next chief min-
ister of Delhi. The party
secured a significant vic-
tory in the Delhi Assem-
bly elections, winning 48
out of 70 seats. The cur-
rent assembly's tenure
ends on February 23.
Party sources said the
BJP legislature party
meeting will take place
around 3:30 pm on
Wednesday  following
which the name of the

M will be announced. )

The new Delhi CM and
the council of ministers
will then take oath at the
iconic Ramlila Maidan on
Thursday.

The Aam Aadmi Party
has criticised the BJP for
taking "10 days to decide
on a chief minister and
cabinet”. Former Delhi
Chief Minister Atishi said,

iCM

HIGHLIGHT

EMany within the party
believe that the BIP
leadership could opt
for a "dark horse" as
Delhi's next CM like
they did in Rajasthan,
Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh.

"It is now evident that

the BJP lacks a clear CM

candidate. It is also clear

that Prime Minister Modi

does not have confidence

in the 48 elected MLAs."
Agency

ued to strengthen, the
MEA earlier said.

As the two leaders
held talks at the Hyder-
abad House, the MEA in
a post on X said, a "new
milestone” was on the
cards of this "special In-
dia-Qatar partnership".

A revised agreement
for avoidance of double
taxation and prevention
of fiscal evasion with re-
spect to taxes on income,
between India and Qa-
tar, was also exchanged,
it was announced dur-
ing the exchange of

ok com/topstory
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SC to hear pleas against CEC,

N _New Delhi:

e Supreme Court
on Tuesday said it
would on February

19 take up on “priority
basis" the pleas against
the appointments of the
chief election commis-
sioner (CEC) and elec-
tion commissioners (EC)
under the 2023 law.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N

Kotiswar ~ Singh  was
informed by advocate
Prashant Bhusk ap-

agr y
held at the Hyderabad
House.

Prime Minister of Qa-
tar and Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman
exchanged the agree-
ment.

The Amir of Qatar ar-
rived here on Monday
evening, his visit coming
almost a year after Modi
had visited the Gulf na-
tion in February 2024.

Extending a rare ges-
ture of hospitality, Modi
received the Amir at the
Delhi airport on Monday
evening. He welcomed
him with a warm hand-
shake and hug, display-
ing the bonhomie be-
tween the two leaders.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

pearing for an NGO, that
despite the Constitution
bench verdict of 2023
directing selection and
appointment of the CEC
and ECs through a panel
including the Chief Jus-
tice of India, the govern-
ment excluded the CJI
and made a "mockery of
democracy”.

He said, "The matter is
listed on February 19 but
itislisted as item number
41. The government has
appointed the CEC and
EC as per 2023 law dis-
regarding the view taken
by a constitution bench.
Kindly take up on top of
the board as the matter
requires urgent consider-
ation."

ECs appointments on Feb 19
i'___

Advocate
Thakur, appearing for pe-
titioner Jaya Thakur, said
three appointments were
made by the government
under the new law, which
was under challenge.

The bench assured
Bhushan and other par-
ties that after some urgent
listed matters, it would
take up the petitions for
hearing on February 19.
On February 17, the
government  appointed
EC Gyanesh Kumar as
the next CEC.

Kumar is the first CEC
to be appointed under
the new law and his term
would run till January 26,
2029, days before the EC
is expected to announce
the schedule of the next
Lok Sabha election.

Ve

re IAS officer, was ap-
pointed as an election
commissioner.
Born on May 21, 1966,
Joshi (58) would serve in
the poll panel till 2031.
According to the law, a
CEC or an EC retires at
65 or can have a tenure
in the poll panel for six
years.
Agencies

SC protects Allahbadia from arrest, raps
him for comments on YouTube show

New Delhi:

he Supreme Court
on Tuesday pro-

tected  influenc-
er Ranveer Allahbadia
from arrest over his
distasteful ~ comments
during a YouTube show
while severely castigat-
ing him for the remarks
it described as "showing
a perverted mind".
Several FIRs have
been filed against Allah-
badia, popularly known
as BeerBiceps, for the
comment on parents
and sex on comedian
Samay Raina's YouTube
show "India's Got La-

A furious court at the
outset berated Allahba-
dia for his "unaccept-
able comments" on the
show and said, "... there
is something dirty in his
mind which has been
vomited on the YouTube
show."

"The words you have
used will make daugh-
ters, sisters, parents
and even the society

. " o

GHLIGHT

mSeveral FIRs have been
filed against Allahba-
dia, popularly known
as BeerBiceps, for the
comment on parents
and sex on comedian
Samay Raina's You-
Tube show "India's
Got Latent".

feel ashamed. It shows
a perverted mind. If this
is not obscenity, what
is it? Why should we
quash or club the FIRs
against you?" asked
Justice Surya Kant, who
was on the bench along

Singh.
However, the bench
agreed to the submis-
sions of senior advocate
Abhinav Chandrachud,
representing the influ-
encer, that Allahbadia
be protected from arrest
keeping in mind the fil-
ing of multiple FIRs on
e same issue as well as
the death threats against
him.
"Are you defending
the kind of language
he has used?" Justice
Surya Kant asked Chan-
drachud, who conced-
ed that he himself was
"disgusted".
CONTD ON PAGE-2

VVIP chopper scam case:
Christian Michel gets bail

New Delhi:

1 e Supreme Court
on Tuesday grant-
ed bail to alleged

middleman  Christian
Michel James in the pur-
ported Rs 3,600-crore
AgustaWestland  case
being probed by the
Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation.

A bench of Justic-
es Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta ob-
served James was in
custody for the past s
years while the inves
gation in the matter was
still underway.

James, however, can-

not walk out of j

faces a related money

laundering case and his
bail plea is pending in

the Delhi High Court.
"Petitioner was  ex-

tradited in 2018 and

has been in custody for
more than 6 years now.
According to CBI despite
filing two chargesheets
and a supplementary
chargesheet, the inve

tigation is still ongoing.

We are inclined to grant
bail on such terms and
conditions as  deter-
mined by the trial court.
The CBI will make ap-
propriate request to the
trial court for imposing
necessary conditions ,"
said the bench.

The top court said
James would be released
on bail, subject to terms
and conditions decided
by the trial court.

The counsel for the
CBI sought time saying
the additional solicitor
general was unavailable
for arguments.

CONTD ON PAGE-2
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India, Qatar
exchange
agreement on
establishment
of strategic
partnership
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"Went to the airport
to welcome my broth-
er, Amir of Qatar T1
11 Sheikh Tamim Bin
Hamad Al Thani. Wish-
ing him a fruitful stay
in India and looking
forward to our meeting
tomorrow," the prime
minister said in a post
on X on Monday,

The Amir of Qatar
will be accompanied by
a high-level delegation,
innluding ministers,
senior officials and busi-
ness leaders, the MEA
earlier said.

External Affairs Min-
ister Jaishankar had
called on the Amir of
Qatar, hours after his
arrival in Delhi, and
said he was confident
that the visiting leader’s
talks with Prime Minis-
ter Modi on Tuesday will
"deepen our close bonds
of friendship”.

During Prime Minister
Modi's visit to Doha last
year, technology, invest-
ment, energy, trade, all
aspects were discussed
at length with a view
to look at them, assess
them from a strategic
perspective, the then
foreign secretary Vinay
Kwatra had told report-
ers in February 2024

"... the visit will set the
stage, lay the basis for a
stronger, deeper, more
extensive, wide-ranging
partnership between In-
dia and Qatar," he had
said.

‘The MEA on Saturday
said the Indian commu-
nity residing in Qatar
forms the largest ex-
patriate group in that
country and is "appre-
ciated for its positive
contribution in the pro-
gress and development
of Qatar”.

SC protects
Allahbadia
from arrest,
raps him for
comments on
YouTube show

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The senior lawyer,
however, said the ques-
tion was whether the
remarks constituted a
criminal offence as pro-
fanity per se would not
amount to obscenity.

"If you can try to attain
cheap publicity by say-
ing these kinds of things
there might be others
also who might want to
get cheap publicity by
making threats," the
bench said.

‘The bench directed
that no further FIRs
shall be lodged against
him for his comments
during the YouTube
show, "India's Got La-
tent".

The top court also re-
strained Allahbadia and
his associate influenc-
ers on the controversial
YouTube show from
airing any other episode
till further orders. Tt di-
rected Allahbadia to de-
posit his passport at the
Thane police station and
said he shall not leave
the country without the
prior permission of the
court.

‘The bench directed
Allahbadia to cooperate
in the probe of the FIRs
lodged at Maharashtra
and Assam.

Chandrachud referred
to Allahbadia’s right to
life and said he cannot
be prosecuted at several
places for the same act.
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Former CEC Rajiv Kumar bids farewell to ECI,
describes it as ‘place of worship of democracy’

New Delhi:

ajiv Kumar, who
served as the 25th
Chief  Election

Commissioner of India,
bid farewell to the Elec-
tion Commission of In-
dia on Tuesday, deserib-
ing it as “the place of
worship of democracy.”

He expressed opti
mism about the insti-
tution’s future, stating
that it would “rise high-
er than where it stands
today” under the lead-
ership of the incoming
team.

Kumar  emphasised
the pivotal role of vot-
ers and political parties
in strengthening India’s
democracy and extend-
ed his best wishes to all
voters.

Rajiv. Kumar said,
“This building is the
place of worship of
democracy.  Through
great hard work, it has
amassed heritage in
the last 75 years. T am
very hopeful that in the
time to come, this will
rise higher than where
it stands today. This is

goi.lg to—very Epable_

hands. The new team
wil.l‘ take it even high-
er.

“The country’s de-
mocracy will remain
strong and intact and
will earn honour before
the world. I hope that
people will remember
and learn lessons from
Indian democracy and
Indian elections. The

Minor girl well aware of ‘bad
touch’ says HC refuses to quash
ex-Army officer’s imprisonment

Mumbai:

The Bombay High Court
has refused to quash a
court martial order sen-
tencing a former Lieu-
tenant Colonel to five
years'  imprisonment
for sexually assault-
ing an 11-year-old girl,
noting the victim was
well aware of the “bad
touch”.

The girl's demonstra-
tion in court regarding
the specific manner in
which the accused be-
haved with her once
her father left the room
was depicted with im-
mense clarity, a division
bench of Justices Revati
Mohite Dere and Neela
Gokhale said on Mon-

ay,

The bench dismissed
a petition filed by the
accused,  challenging
the January 2024 order
passed by the Armed
Forees Tribunal (AFT)
confirming the five-year
imprisonment imposed
on him by the General
Lothama] (GCM).

In March 2021, the
GCM of the Army held
him ' guilty for commit-
ting aggravated sexual
assault on a minor girl
and sexual harassment
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act.

lle was sentenced to

the minimum punis
ment of five years' im-
prisonment.

The former Army of-
ficer in his plea in the
HC claimed he had no
ill intention and that
he touched the girl and
asked for a kiss only out

“grandfatherly/fa-
therly love for the child.

The high court, how-
ever, refused to accept
this contention and said
the victim girl's instinct
of identifying a bad
touch of the aceused
must be believed.

The victim in her
statement  before the
GCM  has totally de-
nied the suggestion
that the accused had
not touched her with
any bad intent and that
it was in the nature of
a touch of a parent or
grandfather, the HC
said.

RAJIV KUMAR

CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER

biggest contribution to-
wards this is by the vot-
ers and political par-
ties. T wish all the best
to everyone, all voters,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar will take charge
as the new Chief Elec-

The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) on
Monday bid farewell to
the Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) of In-
dia, Rajiv Kumar, who
will be demitting the of-
fice on February 18.

According to the state-
ment released by the
C

tion Commi of
India tomorrow, Febru-
ary 19, 2025.

Kumar
joined the ECI as Elec-
tion Commissioner on

He expressed
optimism about the
institution’s  future,
stating that it would
“rise  higher than
whereitstands today”
under the leadership
of the incoming team.

September 1, 2020, and
assumed charge as the
o5th CEC of India on
May 15, 2022,

His tenure spanning
4.5 years in the Commis-
sion was characterised
by silent yet deep-root-
ed reforms across vari-
ous domains spanning
structural,  technolog-
ical, capacity develop-
ment, communication,
international ~ coopera-
tion and administration.

Kumar, during his ten-
ure, had completed one
full electoral cycle with
the conduct of elections
in 31 states and Union
Territory, the Presiden-
tial and Vice Presiden-
tial elections in 2022,
Lok Sabha elections of
2024 and Rajya Sabha

MP HC allows
‘trial run’ of
Union Carbide
waste disposal

renewals—a_rare and gt Pithampur
monumental feat in
electoral t Jabalpur:

The elections were con-
ducted peacefully with
near-zero repolls and
incidents of violence,
the Commission stated.

In his farewell ad-
dress, CEC Kumar
thanked the 15 mil-
lion polling officials
for their dedication to
upholding democrat-
ic values. He asserted
that the trust of ¢lose to
nearly a billion voters
was unfazed by muoti-
vated and uncorrobo-
rated attacks on India’s
democratic institutions.

As a proponent of
technology, Kumar out-
lined a path for strength-
ening the conduct of
elections while guarding
against the threats of ey-
ber-attacks and misin-
formation on social me-
dia. He lauded the voters
for their vibrant partici-
pation, especially wom-
en voters and said that
the electoral process is
marching towards more
inelusivity.

Former UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
visits Parliament with his famlly

New Delhi:
Former Prime Minis-
teAkshar of the United
Kingdom, Rishi Su-
nak, visited Parliament
House with his wife, ta
Murty and daughters,
Krishna and Anoushka,
on Tuesday.

The Sunak family was
accompanied by Rajya
Sabha member Sudha
Murthy.

Secretary  General,
Lok Sabha, Utpal Ku-
mar Singh welcomed
Sunak and his family.

During their visit, the
Sunak family explored
the Parliament Ilouse
Complex, admiring its
architectural grandeur.
They visited notable
sites like the galleries,
chambers, Constitution
Hall, and Samvidhan
Sadan.

This visit is part of
Sunak’s recent engage-
ments in India.

On Monday, Exter-
nal /\ffam Minister S.
Jaish; met former
Prime Minister of the
IUK‘ Rishi Sunak, in Del-
1.

Jaishankar said he ap-
preciated Sunak’s sup-
port in strengthening
Tndia-UK relations.

Ina poston X, he said,
“Nice to meet former
UK PM Rishi Sunak in
Delhi today. Appreciate

his constant support for
strengthening India-UK
relations.”

Earlier, Sunak, along
with his family, visited
the Fatehpur Sikri mon-
ument in Uttar Pradesh’s
Agra on Sunday.

He was accompanied
by his wife, Akshata
Murty:  mother-in-law
Sudha Murty; and his
two daughters, Anoush-~
ka and Krishna. Sunak
warmly waved at people
who had gathered there
to catch their glimpse.

Earlier on Saturday,
Rishi Sunak visited the
Taj Mahal along with

his family members. Su-
nak was accompanied
by his wife, Akshata
Murty, mother-in-law,
Sudha Murty; and his
daughters, Krishna and
Ile toured
Mahal and
signed the visitor book
along with his wife.

In the visitor's book,
he wrote, “A truly
breathtaking visit. Few
places in the world can
unite like the Taj Ma-
hal. Our children will
never seeing

this...

forget
We are so grate-
ful for the warm hos-
pitality. An unforgetta-

ble experience for our
whole family. Thank
you.”.

His wife. Akshata
Murty, also cherished
the  experience and
wrote, “A memory for
the ages”.

Former PM Sunak,
who is in India, had
previously  witnessed
the fifth and final T2ol
match of the series be-
tweenIndiaand England
at the iconic Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai on
February 2. He watched
the match along with his
father-in-law  Narayan
Murthy.

CM Mann’s Ground Reality Check: Inspects Cheema

Sub Tehsﬂ and Sardulgarh Tehsil Complexes

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann
on Tuesday conducted
a surprise inspection
of the newly construet-
ed Sub Tehsil conplex
and Hospital at Cheema
(Sangrur) and Tehsil
Complex at Sardulgarh
(Mansa) to take stock of
the citizen centric ser-
vices being delivered at

the grass-root level.

The Chief Minister
reached the Sub Tehsil
complex in the after-
noon and interacted
with: the people, who
lauded the Chief Minis-
ter and his government
for ensuring delivery
of foolproof services to
them. Ile said that the
feedback of people is of
immense importance for
efficient working of the
state government.

Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that he has
visited the complex for
the well being of people
and to ensure that their
works are being done in

a smooth and hassle free
manner,
The Chief Minis-
ter said that this is not
aimed at any sort of faull
finding of officers but
the motive is to further
streamline the things in
the government offices.
He said that people of
the state had seen this
for the first time that a
Chief Minister of state is
visiting the government
offices. Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that the aim
is just to ensure the well
being of the people of
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state by ensuring citizen
centric services to them
by all means.

The Chief Minister
said that all the gov-
ernment officers nust
perform their duties
honestly and meticu-
Tously to ensure that
people do not face any
sort of inconvenience
during their visit to the
government offices.

1le said that the state
government’s top prior-
ity is to resolve people’s
day-to-day office work
promptly, ensuring has-

901, i
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sle-free services. Mean-
while, Bhagwant Singh
Mann also reviewed the
arrangements for the
upcoming mela in the
memory of Sant Baba
Attar Singh.

The Chief Minister
said that the state gov-
ernment is committed
for making foolproof
arrangements to_ facil-
itate lakhs of pilgrims
coming to the mela. He
asked the officers to en-
sure that no stone is be-
ing left unturned for this
noble cause. Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that
he will personally keep
a regular tab on the ar-
rangements being done
by the district adminis-
tration in this regard.

The Chief Minister
also inspected the on-
going work at the under
construction  hospital
coming up in the area.
lle envisioned that the
upcoming  20-bedded
hospital will act as a cat-
alyst in imparting quali-
ty health services to the
people. Bhagwant Singh
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Mann said that the on-
going work on this hos-
pital will be completed
by June 30, this year af-
ter which it will be dedi-
cated to the masses.

Meanwhile at Sardul-
garh, the Chief Minis-
ter said that the state
government is making
strenuous efforts to give
facelift to the state by
ensuring its holistic de-
velopment.

Ie said that the state
government is laying
major thrust on the de-
velopment of health, ed-
ucation, power, emplay-
ment and infrastructure
development sectors
adding that a_compre-
hensive plan has been
formulated to ensure
that these core areas of
immense public impor-
tance get a major fillip
in the state.

Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that no stone
is being left unturned
for this noble cause
aimed at making Pun-
jab a frontrunner state
in the country thereby

5, Dl
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ensuring prosperity of
Punjabis.

The Chief Minister
said that due to the con-
certed efforts of the state
gavernment the schools
of Punjab are getting
new buildings, roads
are being constructed;
youth are getting gov-
ernment jobs and over-
all development is be-
ing witnessed in every
sector,

Ile said that these
thrust areas were hith-
erto ignored by the
previous state govern-
ments due which Pun-
jab has lagged behind
in pace of development.
However, Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that
this is the roadmap of
Rangla Punjab, which
is being carved out with
the active support of
the common man.

The Chief Minister
who interacted with
the people to get their
feedback said that the
appointment of regular
Tehsildar in the tehsil
will be done very soon.

At R stk Tor 4

The Madhya Pradesh
High Court on Tuesday
allowed the state gov-
ernment to ecarry out a
trial run of the disposal
of 40-vear-old chemical
waste from the defunct
Union Carbide factory
in Bhopal in Pithampur
area of Dhar district.

The incineration at
a disposal plant in-
side the industrial area
of Pithampur will be
carried out in three
phases from February

7,  Advocate Gener-
al Prashant Singh told
reporters here after a
court hearing.

The government on
Tuesday filed a compli-
ance report, sought by
the high court in Jan-
uary, about the steps it
had taken for creating
public awareness about
the waste disposal pro-
cess, he said.

Locals in Pithampur
are fiercely opposed
to the planned dispos-
al, near their town, of
the waste linked to the
1984 Bhopal Gas Trag-
edy which killed more
than 5,000 people.

It has carried out an
awareness  campaign
and now a trial run of
the disposal should be
allowed, the govern-
ment requested the
court.

As per the HC or-
der, the trial run will
be carried out in three
phases, with 10 tons of
waste being disposed
of in each phase, said
advocate general Singh
who represented the
government.

In the phase of the
trial, waste will be dis-
posed of at a rate of 135
kilograms per hour. Tt
will be accelerated to
180 kg per hour and
270 kg per hour in the
second and third phas-
es, he said.

As per the HC's direc-
tions, the first trial run
will take place on Feb-
ruary 27, the second on
March 4, followed by
the third on a date vet
unspecified, the advo-
cate general added.

Results of the trial
runs will be submitted
to the Central Pollution
Control Board, which
will then prescribe the
‘feed rate’ at which dis-
posal of the remaining
waste should be carried
out, he said.

A total of 337 tons of
hazardous waste from
the Union Carbide
factory has arrived at
the Pithampur dispos-
al plant, over 200 km
from Bhopal.

VVIP chopper
scam case:
Christian

Michel gets bail

CONTFROM PAGE-1

When the bench
showed its inclination
to grant bail, the CBI's
lawyer said the plea was
filed only in terms of
secking bail on medical
grounds.

The court subsequent-
ly questioned the delay
in the investigation and
the trial in the case.

It said given the speed,
the trial would not con-
clude in 25 years.

Advocates Aljo K Jo-
seph and Vishnu Shankar,
representing James, re-
ferred to his six-year long
incarceration.

The top court on De-
cember 6 sought the
CBI's response on his
plea and issued notice to
the agency.

The alleged scam re-
lates to the irregularities
following the purchase
of 12 VVIP helicopters
from chopper design and
manufacturing company
AgustaWestland.
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Transport
dept. seizes
19 vehicles

Ghaziabad
The transport department
on Tuesday launched a drive
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Stage, tent ready, but groom is missing:

AAP’s dig at BJP’s Delhi dilemma

B Taking a dig at the BIP for its inability to decide on the choice of the chief minister after 10 days of its historic victory in the Delhi Assembly
elections, the AAP compared the party’s situation with a wedding where the stage and the tent are ready, but a groom is yet to be found.

New Delhi

against commercial vehicles
running on the roads with-
out permit and without pay-
ing dues.

In the campaign, enforce-
ment officer Rajeshwar
Kushwaha took action
against 19 vehicles and
seized them. Validity period
of many veliiels' documents
were also found expired.
The one-time settlement
scheme (OTS) of the gov-
ermment ended on Febroary
5. Under this, defaulters
were given the benefit of
100 percent waiverin fines,

More than 1500 vehicle
owners took advantage of
the OTS. After the end of the
scheme, the transport de-
partment has started taking
strigtaction against default-
ers and vehides running
without permit.

Massive security
deployment for
Delhi's oath-

taking ceremony

New Delhi

In preparation for Del-
hi's new chief minister's
oath-taking ceremony,
authorities are setting up
an extensive security net-
work involving over
5,000 personnel at
Ramlila Maidan. The
event is slated for Febru-
ary 20, promising tight
security measures.

Among the deployed
are more than 10 para-
military foree companies,
tasked with maintaining
law and order, along with
managing traffic flow
throughout the day: This
large-scale deployment
highlights the significance
of the event as it sees the
swearing-in of Delhi's
chief minister and council
of ministers.

The ceremony, expect-
ed at 4:30 pm, will draw
top BJP dignitaries, in-
cluding chief ministers
from various party-ruled
states. Security measures
include multiple layers of
barricades, commandos,
quick reaction teams,
PCR vans, and SWAT
umls COVETing Over 2,500
supported by first-
s und snipers at
vantage points.

aking a dig at the

BJP for its inabil-

ity to decide on

the choice of the
chief minister after 10
days of its historic victory
in the Delhi Assembly
elections, the AAP com-
pared the party’s situation
with a wedding where the
stage and the tent are
ready, but a groom is yet
to be found.

The party was referring
to the saffron party's
pn-p.lrz\uuns for a swear-
ng-in ceremony without
announcing the chief min-
isterial pick,

“The wedding proces-
sionand stage are set, but

Youth apprehended
for drug trafficking
in North East Delhi

New Delhi
Police have arrested

vouth
for drug trafficking and

seized 50 fablets of
Buprenorphine and 50 in-
jections of Pheniramine
maleate(generally used as
pain relievers) from his pos-
session.

According to Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Narth East) Prashant Priya
Gautam on Tuesday, the
team got a tip-off that the of-
fender was supplying
banned mjectable drugs and
tablets-on his sceoty in
Khureji Khas area of the
Capital.

Based on the information.
a raid was conducted at the
spot and a suspeet was ques-
tioned. Duing the scruting
ofthe vehicle of the suspect,
the cops found approxi-
mately’ 50 tablets of
Buprenorphine and 50 In-
jections of Pheniramine
Maleate, the DCP added.

Uponbeing internogated.
the accused could not give a
satisfactory answer regard-
ing the possession of the

no one knows who the
groom is, Whether the BIP

is struggling to decide or
hiding something,” AAP

Delhi State Convenor
Gopal Rai said on Tues-
day.

Pointing out that usual-
ly, after an election. the
winning party selects its
leader before staking claim
to form a government, the
AAP leader said the BIP is
making all the prepara-
tions without revealing
who will lead its team.

“Traditionally, after
elections; the winning par-
ty convenes a meeting of
its MLAs to select a leader
before staking its elsim to
form a government. Along
with this, the list of min-
isters is submitted to the

governor or the president,
After their approval, the
swearing-in date
nounced. But hiere, every-
thing is in place, except for
the chief minister. No one
knows who it will be,” he
wondered. The AAP Delhi
State convenor stated that
the BJP is capable of any-
thing. but this delay might
just be the first among
many unusual records it
will set in the next five
years. “The BJP is unpre-
dictable. They can do any-
thing. At this rate, they
are on track to set many
more records in the next
five years,” he added.

Speeding Audi hits scooter in Delhi's
Lodhi Road one critical another injured

New Delhi
A speeding Audj struck a
seooter in Delhi’s Lodhi
Road area, injuring two
people, one of whom is in
critical condition, police
said on Tuesday,

The victims, identified
as Naitik and Abhishek,
were rushed to the hospi-
tal by the car's occupants,
where police detained both
of them.

banned drugs.
ly. the police took hm\ into
custody.

A case under section 22
(iMlegal possessian of psy-
chotropic substance) of the
Narcotic Drugs And Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act was registered
against the accused and an
investigation of the case was
taken up.

Earlier on February 14,
the Crime Branch team of
the Delbi Police had appre-
hended 9o offenders and
registered 89 cases under
the NDPS Act in a major
crackdown on the nareotics
offenders underthe severth
edition of Operation
“Kavach’. During the crack-
down., coordindted raids
were conducted at 784 loca-
tions in the city in over 24
hours in which 535 grams of
heroin, 43 kg of ganja, 190
grams of cocaine, and
2,07.600 tablets of Alprazo-
lam drug were seized, stated
Special Commissioner of Po-
lice (erime) Devesh Chandra
Srivastava.

"BJP is working to fulfil the wishes
of people": BJP leader Tarun Chugh

New Delhi

Abead of the swearing in
ceremony of the new Chief
Minister of Delhi, Bharativa
Janata Party (BJP) leader
Tarun Chugh said that BIP
was working to fulfill the
wishes of the people.

He further said th Lt
party had been rec
calls from people to be a
part of the event and stated
that the peaple of Delhi had
blessed the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

"A historic event will take
place at Delhi's Ramlila
Ground on  February
v person in Delhiis

excited. People are con-

tacting us and saying that
they want to bea part of this
‘histaric event. BJP is work-
ing to fulfil the wishes of the
people of Delhi... the people
of Delhi have blessed the
PM..." Chugh said.

However, the opposition
AAP has taken a dig at the
BJP claiming that the par-
ty has made the stage ready
but has notannounced who
will be the CM yet.

"In this country, govern-
ments of different parties
have been formed in differ-
ent states but for the first
time it is being seen that the
‘baraat’ i v, the ‘man-
dap' is also ready, but no-
body knows who will be the

—_——
However, the opposi-

tion AAP has takena
dig at the BJP claiming

that the party has
made the stage ready
but has not an-
nounced who will be
the CM yet.

groom. BJP has not beer
able to decide the name of
the Chief Minister yet or
there is some big secret
which they are hiding...
Generally, the tradition Has
been that after the election,
whichever party is in pow-
er, it holds a meeting of its

legislative party, in the
meeting the leader of the
legislative party is elected

who is the contender for

the post of Chief Minister.
Hepresents his claim... Af-
ter that, the date of cath is
given and preparations be-
gin. Here, all the prepara-
tions are already being
done," said senior AAP
Teader Gopal Rai.

Meanwhile, preparations
for the ceremony were on at
fuil swing at the Ram Lila
Maidan with workers erect-
ing tents and making sitting
and other arrangements.
The newly elected BJP
MLAs will meet on Febru-
ary 19 to ¢lect the legislative
party leader, who will take
oath as Chief Minister on
February 20.BJP leaders
Tarun Chugh and Vinod
Tawde are overseeing
arrangements for the swear-
ing-in ceremony.

Naitik’s issta-
ble, whereas Abhishek’s
condition is eritical, said
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (South)
Achin Garg.

The accident occurred
near the Jarbagh Post Of-
fice when the red Audi,
being driven recklessly at
high speed, crashed into
the scooter hefore ram-

Delhi LG chairs
high level meeting
regarding Summer
Action Plan

______ NewDelhi

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena chaired 3 high
level meeting on Tuesday
with top officials of various
departments of the Delhi
government, including of-
ficinls from the Dethi Jal
Board.

The meeting, held at the
LG Secretariat discussed
the Summer Action Plan
to be made for the people of
Delhi so they do not face
any water problems with
the incoming increasing

eat.

According to the state-
ment released by the LG's
office, a plan to talk with
Haryana was also discussed
so that there is no water
shortage in the months
from May to June.

Earlier on February 16,
following a meeting be-
tweenthe LG and the Chief
Secretary of the national
capital, an immediate di-
rective was issued to clean
the Yamuna River. Trash
skimmers , weed har-
vesters, and dredge utility
vehicles were deployed to
the river.

According to astatement
from the LG's office, there
isa 'four-pronged strategy’
to tackle the issue of pollu-
tion in the Yamuna.

ming ito a tree. police
said.

“A police control room
(PCR) call was received at
5 am, alérting police

about the crash,” said
Garg.

According to the police,
two young men — aged 19

and 21~ were inside the
luxury car at the time of
the incident. Both are stu-
dents.

Naitik and Abhishek
were returning home after
visiting their grandmother
when the accident oc-
curred, police said.

Delhi Police implements
12-hour traffic restrictions
on Chandni Chowk Road

Delhi I‘uhm hy
4 12-hour restriction an traf-
fic movement along Chand-
ni Chowk Road, from Red
Fort to Fatehpuri, starting
Tuesday, according to an
advisory.

As per the advisory, the
main Chandni Chowk Road,
stretching from Red Fort to
Fatehpuri, will be desig;

hearse vans, vehicles trang-
porting pregnant women or
patients in need of mo-
torised transport, enforce-
ment vehicles (North DMC
and Delhi Police), and main-
tenance vehicles (from
North DMC, Delhi Police,
BSES Yamuna Power Ltd.,
Public Works Department,
CPWD, Delhi Jal Board, In-
draprastha Gas Ltd., and

edasy ised vel
dle (NMV) zone between g
am and ¢ pm by the Delhi
Transport Department. To
implement this, boom bar-
riers have been placed on all
streetsand roadsleading to
the main Chandni Chowk
Road.

Certain vehicles, induding
fire tenders, ambulances,

bank e oy vans with se-
curity vehicles) will be al-
lowed naccess throngh HC
Sen Marg and Khari Buoli,
the advisory stated.
Motarists are urged to ex-
ercise patience, follow traf
fic regulations; and cooper-
ate with traffic officess wen-
sure a smooth flow of traffie,
the advisory concluded.

Prez grants prosecution sanction
against AAP leader Satyendar Jain

New Delki
President Droupadi Mur-
mi has granted the sanction
to prosecute AAP leader and
former Delhi minister
Satyendar Jain ina money-
laundering case being in-
vestigated by the Enforce-
mient Directorate, sources
said on Tuesday.

The sanction against the
6o-vear-old former Delhi
health minister wiis sought
under section 218 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-

sha Sanhita.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs had requested the
President for providing
sanction to prosecute Jain
on the basis of an Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) in-
vestigation and the pres-
ence of “adequate proof”,
sources said.

Section 218 of the BNSS
governs the prosecution of
public servants and judges.
It outlines the procedure
forbringing charges agninst

the accused for alleged of-
fonses committed while per-
forming his or her official
duties.

The ED is now expected
to file a fresh supplementiry
chargesheet informing the
court about the approval of
the prosecution sanetion of
the Presid id.

“We have registered an
FIR against the accused.
We have formed multiple
teams to nab the accused.
Weare also checking CCTV
footage to understand the
sequence of events,” Garg
said, adding that further
investigation is underway.

An eyewitness, Vijay Ku-
mar Singh, said, “The car
was taking a left turn. Lat-
er, we heard aloud noise.
There was no one in the
car, but two people were
lying on the road. The car’s
occupants, along with oth-
er people gathered there,
took them ta the ATIMS
Trauma Centre." A rela-
tive of the victim said that
the car was going at a very
high speed and jumped a
ved light, hitting the scoot-
erha

UBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT MR. YASH JAIN
$/0 MR. PARDEEP KUMAR
[PRAPOSED OWNER) ARE
PURCHASED THE PROPERTY
FROM MR PARDEEP KUMAR
$/0 MR UMRAO SINGH
(CUREENT OWNER) OWNER
OF BUILT UP PROPERTY NO. T-
84, LAND AREA MEASURING
74,YDS., (40:1/2' X 16.1/2')
PART OF KH. NO. 244, SITUAT-
ED INTHE COLONY KNOWN
ASINDIRA COLONY IN THE
AREA OF VILLAGE NARELA
DELHL THROUGH REGISTERED
NOTARIZED GPA & REGD.
WILL DATED 15,03,2001 EXE-
CUTED BY MBS. SUSHMA
PARASHAR W/O MR. KRIS-
HAN KUMAR PARASHAR VIDE
REG. VIDE REGN. NO. 7904,
VOL NO, 3785, BOOKNO, &,
PAGESNO, 116-117,ON DAT-
ED15.03.2001 AT SR-VI-D,
THE ABOVE-MENTIONED
PROPERTY IS GOING TO BE
MORTGAGE WITH BAIAJ
HOUSING FINANCE LTD. IF
ANY PERSON / BANK / FINAN-
CIALINSTITUTION HAVING
ANY CLAIM / RIGHT, LIEN,
ANY OBJECTION WHATSOEV-
ER [N REGARD TO THE ABOVE
PROPERTY, SHOULD NOTIRIED
TOTHE UNDERSIGNED/ADV.
ALONG WITH DOCUMENTARY
EVIDENCE UNDER ADDRESS
THROUGH REGISTERED WITH-
IN7 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
FAILING WHICH ANY CLAIM,
LIEN OR OBJECTION SHALL BE
DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN
WAIVED.
VISHAL MEHAN,
E-713, KARKARDOOMA
COURT, DELHI -110092

PUBLIC NOTICE
General publi yin-
| formed that Mrs. Lalita Devi
W/o Mr. Sumit Kummiar is the
owner of Residential Plot
area maasuring 75 sq. yards,
Pactof Khasra 00152, village
liahbas Pargna & Tehsil Dadrl,
Dist. Gautam Budh Nagar,
LLP. by virtue of Gift Deed dt.
15022025 doc. No. 1600 exe-
cuted by Mr. Sumit Kumar Sfo
Mr. Sahab Lal SR-{I-Noida,
and said property tobe fi-
nanczd by AU Small Elnance
Bank Ltd, if anybody has any
charge/interest/titie/thind
Party in the said propetty of
any kind of dispute kindly in-
form the undersigned in writ-
ing and with proof within 7
days on the below mentioned
address, failing which and [
amaware that in case default
with the mortgage property
that all borrawer / Owners
are responsible for the same.
SatvendraGautam
Advocate
Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal Kauna Ghaziabad, U P

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby i
formed that 1, Smt. Geeta
Arora (504 Undivided) W/o
Shi Lokesh Kumar 2. Smt:
Asha Girotra (50% Undivided)
Wi/ Sh, Shri Banwari Lal are
the owner of FirstFlaor, Prop-
erty Bearing No. 12, known as
C-12, area measuring 53 5q.
yds.. Out of Entire Area 106
<. yels., Situated 3t Abadi of
Hazara Park, Chander Nagar,
inthearea of Village Khureji
Khas, lilaga Shahdara, Delhi,
by virtue of Sale Deed Date
04.07.2023 executed by Smt.
Harjeet Kaur Alias Harjit Kaur
Wo Lt. Sh. Prahlad Singh,
Doc. No. 6207, Vol. No.
10736, on pages 180 to 188,
on dated 05.07.2023in S.R.~
Vill, New Delhl, and in the
property chain SMC issued by,
Concern Authority in the
name of Sh, Prahlad Singh S/o
Sh. Pratap Singh and ATS &
Will dated 18,10.1972 exectit-
d;Sh. Khazan Singh 5/0 Sh.
Dayal Singh are not available /
misplaced by seller and same:
o be sold to Smt. Manju W/o
Sh. Ram Kumar and on line
FiR alraady lodged LR
No:2596285/2025 and said
property to be financed by
Satin Housing Finance Limit-
ed, branch Delhl if anybody
has any
charge/interest/title/third
Partyin the said property of
any kind of dispute kindly in-
form the undersigned inwrit-
ing and with proof within 7
days on the below mentioned
adiress, Falling which and!
am aware thatin case default
with the mortgage property
that all borrower / Owners
are responsible for the same,
SatvendraGautam
Advocate
Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
LalKauna Ghaziabad, U.P

PUBLIC NOTICE
It & for gengral information
that [, MODI SUREKHABEN
W/0 MODI MULCHAND BHA!
Permanent R/O 74, MODIVAS,
DANTIWADA, PO DANTIWA-
DA, DIST. BANASKANTHA, GU-
JARAT-385505 and present
R/o QTR NO.-6,DTYPE=
2,BLOCK-1,0LD CONST- 228N,
ITBPTIGRI CAMP, NEW DELHI-
110062 declare that name of
mine has beery wrongly writ-
ten as SUREKHA MODI in my
minor daughter namely, KIN-
JALMODI aged 16 years in her
10th dfass educational docu-
ments. The actial nama of
mine is MODI SUREKHABEN
‘which may be amended ac-
cordingly.

NOR ERN RAILWAY
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Date and time for subrmission

The federal ageney
booked Jain in a money-
Jaundering case linked to
alleged hawala dealings, and
arrested him in May 20

of tndae and epening of tender

Upto 15.00 hrs. 0n 14.03.2025 Opering of
fenges 3 15:00 hrs. On 14,03 2026

‘campisto details of tanidor can bo seon
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address of the cHfice from where the tender
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e,
Deto - 16022025 247,226
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Manohar Lal Khattar opens Delhi Noida airportsigns pact
Metro's first vertical solar plant

B Union Housing and Urban Affairs Mini
Metro Viaduct at the Okhla Vihar Metro station and 1MW rooftop solar power plant installed at the Khyber Pass depot.

Staff Reporter
W

nion gand
Urban  Affairs
Minister
Manohar Lal, on
Tuesday, inaugurated In-
din's first vertical bi-facial
solar plant on Metro Vinduct
at the Okhls Vihar Metro
station and 1MW raoftop
solarpower plant instalied at
the Khyber Pass depot.

The inaugnration was
done by the Union Minister
inthe 5th International Con-
ference on Green Metro Sys-
tems — The Futare of Urbin
Mohility here.

The ucial panels are
designed to capture sun-
Tight from both sides. Ttwill
take the advantage of the
metro’s elevated structure
for solar energy generation
without occupying any ad-
ditional land. This is an in-

1YC stages
protest demanding
Vaishnaw's
resignation

New Dethi
The Indian Youth Congress
(IYC) on Tuesday staged a
protest seeking the resi
nation of Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw over the
loss of lives in a stampede
at the New Delhi Railway
Station last week.

Members of the Con-
gress' yonth wing while
holding aloft placards held
the demonstration in front
of its office. They also burnt
the effigy of the minister.

IYC national president
Uday Bhany Chib said the
stampede was not an acci-
dent buta “genovid

Referring to the tr
incident, he said, “It was
the failure of the railway
administration. The scene
there was heart-wrench-
ing. Who is responsible for
this massacre of devotees?
Even after such a big acei-
dent, a narrative was ere-
ated that everything is un-
dercontrol.”

Attacking the Railivays
minister, Chib said, “When
people were dying in the
stampede, Ashuini Vaish-
naw was busy hiding the

try is only busv making
reels. He hias no moval right
to remain in his post, he
should resign as soon as
possible.”

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Delhi Pradesh
Youth Congress president
y Lokra said, “The
government gave adver-
tisements and cilled people
to Maha Kumbh. Insuch a
sitaation, when people are
going 1o Kunibh, who is
responsible for their safety?
The people who have lost
their lives are our own peo-
ple. But the Railways Min-
ister is busy hiding the
death figures. He is not
dning anything for the pub-
lie.”

“T'o g0 to the festival of
faith Maha Kumbh, the
public expects from the
government that there will
be proper arrangements
fortransportation. deploy-
ment of police admimistra-
tion, and crowd manage-
ment. But if the govern-
ment cannot make such
arrangements for the pub-
Tie, then why are these peo-
ple sitting m power? Ash-
wini Vaishnaw should take
responsihility for this acei-
dent and immediately re-
sign from his post,” Lakra
said. It may be mentioned
that the Delhi unit of the
Congress on Monday filed
a complaint with the Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) urging to
constitute an inquiry com-
mittee to out op-the-
spot inquiry into the recent
stampede,

novative step in making
metio rail operations more
sustainable and contributes
10 renewdble energy goals.

The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC), under
the banner of i-Metro and in
close association and part-
nership with the Confedir-
ation of Indian Industry
(CI1) and Indian Green
Building Council (IGBC),

Lal, on Y,

organised th Interng-
tional Conference on Green
Metro Systems —The Future
af Urban Mobility here.

Tokhan S, Union Min-
ister of State, Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs,
and officials from the IGRC
and Indian Metros amorg
others were present on the
oeeasion.

Addressing the confer-

ence, Union  Minister
Manohar Lal asserted that
pollution reduction, water
conservation, and ecoe-
friendly mobility are not

| respon-

d India‘s first vertical bi-facial solar plant on

pact, demonstrating that
thoughtful infrastoucturve
can drive progress while
protecting nature,

The minister said encrgy

just
sibilities but collective du-

The way forward is clear:
balance progress with efivi-
mnmental responsibility,
ensuring a eleaner, healthi-
er world for future genera-
tions, he said. "Swachh
Bharat Mission was onee
mocked but his trans-
formed Tndia’s landscape,
proving that national efforts
towards cleantiness and sus-
tainability vield global necog-
nition,” the Union minister
added He said urbanisation
and industrialisation have
increased polhution, butini-
tintives such as the Delhi
Metro have significantlyre-
duced environmental im-

LG VK Saxena felicitates
Kaanchan Azad for outstanding
performance during Delhi polls

=
AA0Na
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New Deihi
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Azad, OSD

Kaanchan Azad, OSD
(Media) was conferred
with a State Award for
‘Best: Electoral Practices
far his Outstanding Per-
formance in Media Man-
agement’ during the Del-
hi Logislative Assembly
Election by Licutenant
Governor VK Saxena.
Kaanchan Azad, OSD
(Media) was conferred
with a State Award for
‘Best Electoral Practices
for his Outstanding Per-
formance in Media Man-
agement’ during the Del-
hi Legislative Assembly
Election by Lieutenant

(Media) was con-
ferred with a State
Award for ‘Best Elec-
toral Practices for his
Outstanding Per-
formance in Media
Management’ during
the Delhi Legislative
Assembly Election by
Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena.

outreach and awarcness

campaigns during the Del-
hi Legislative Assembly
5 wheremn he
played a crucial role in
publishing 500 news arti-
cles aimed at educating
and engaging Delhi’s citi-
zens about the election

ntly serving as the
Officer on Special Duty
and Spokesperson in the

-
taral Officer, Delhi, Azad
has been instrumental in

Governor VK Saxena.
Azad was honoured for
his outstanding media

e impactful media
eampaigns to promote
electoral Titeracy and par-
ticipation.

fficiency and clean power
are the need of the hour.
“Transitioning from ther-

to renewable energy,
utilising solar moftaps, and
implementing regenerative
braking in metros exempli-
fy the shift toward a green-
er future. Technological ad-
vancements, like vertical so-
lar panels and cnergy-effi-
cient LED systems, pave the
way for sustainable urban
living. Furthermore, re-
sponsible consumption—
whether in wir conditioning
usage or minimising
wastage—ean have # pro-
found impact on energy con-
servation,” the Union hous-
ing and urban affairs min-
ister said.

with IT firm for tech infra

pida

The Noida International
Airport Limited (NIAL)
has signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (Moll)
with TT service provider
company; Kyndtyl, for the
development and manage-
ment of TT technalogy in-
frastructure.

Under this agreement,
the company will have to
provide 24-hour round-the-
clock IT support with ack-
vanced technplogy for sir-
port aperations. The Kyn-
dryl operates in more than

ny specialises in the de-
sign, construction and man-
agement of complex I Tsys-

Noidi International Adr-
portis to estahlish a strong.

duce eyber risk here.

Also, the IT based svstem
here will have to be under-
stood and operated while
reducing its risk. So that the
passengers coming here can.
get the benefit of digital

‘he Noida International
Airport is 3 green field air-
port. Therefore, the com-
pany concerned will help in
smoothening and integrit-
ing the systems for all the
a ies related to digital
apps and IT for the pas-
sengers. This will include
handling the real time sys-
tem as well as operating
the infrastructure to pre-
vent factors affecting the

As part of the partner-
ship. the company will use
Kyndryl Bridge. Thisisan
Al-powered platform. This
Al will monitor the air-
port's IT health 2.4/7. This
system will help in detect-
ing potential problems be-
fore they escalate. So that
passengers do not face any
kind of problem. Apart
from this, the Kyndryl | will
also create a strong mech-
anism for ¢yber threats.

Chandni Chowk city's pride, efforts
needed to maintain it, says Delhi HC

New Delli

Chandni Chowk was the
"pride” of the ity and called
for efforts by all agencies to
ensure its upkeep,

bench of Chief Justice D
K Upadhayaya and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela under-
lined the " poor upkeep" and
"negligence’ on the part of
the agencies in the ared even
after its redevelopment,

“Please take the issne se-
riously. Highest level officers
will be involved. We will
not besatisfied with subor-
dinate officers. It is the pride
of Delhi," it said.

Urgent attentian ofall the
anthorities was needed to
mak e that Chandni
Chowkdidnot Jose its char-
acter as a historical and
vommercial place, it added.

Calling it "our heritage”,
the bench stressed on pro-
tecting the "very concept” of
Chandni Chowk and said
all stakeholders should
come together instead of
depending on the agencies.

The court proposed set-
ting up ofa committee of the
"highest" ranking officials of
city administration for the

&

wass not functioning prop-
erly.

“This (current) committee
does not appear to be fune-
tioning properly. Merely
conducting meetings and
not implementing its deei-
sions will perhaps not suf-
fice. We have to secure not
only the existence of shop-
keepers but also the very
coneept of Chandni Chowk.
It is our heritage. So every-
one should come together.
Merely depending on agen-
cieswill not do,” it said.

The court went on, "Con-
certed efforts of all agencies

Cerporation and Delhi Ur-
ban Shelter Improven
Board was required.”

We propose s committee
comprising officers of the
highest level of all theagen-
cies to prepare a roadmap
for maintaining the areq, it
added.

The order came on a PIL.
of Chandni Chewk Sarv Vva-
par Mandal which claimed a
"highly neglected, disturbing
and patheticstate of afTairs"
the area under the Chand-
ni Chowk Redevelopment
Project from Lal Quila Road
up to Fateh Puri Masjid and

and lack of attention on the
part of authorities.

The bench suggested the
shopkeepers themselves
should participate and vol-
unteer in mainizining the
area,

Chandni Chowk, it noted,
had commercial impor-
tance, attracting lakhs of
tourists from across the
world. The Delhj govern-
ment counsel said the a-
thorities were maintaining
the area but required a com-
shunity-based effort.

The court impleaced the
Delhi Hindustani Mercantile
Association in the case and
asked all parties to file their
stand over the setting up of
the high-level committee.

Chianduii Chowk SarvVs
par Mandal, among otheris-
sues, has raised problems
such as damage to the in-
frastructare, lack of main-
tenance and hvgiene, public
spaces vecupied by hamne-
less, vagabonds, drug ad-
dicts and stray cattle in the
FIL.
There is illegal and un-

— municipal corp

concerned, Delhi Police,
PWD, traffic polive, local
civil administration, de-
of urban devel-

p of a dimay
saying the existing commit-
tee overseeing the upkeep

Delhi riots 2020: Court stays order of
FIR against SHO for alleged hate crime

New Delhi

A ons court in Delhi
has stayed a magistrate
court's order for the regis-
tration of an FIR ag:
the station house officer
(SHO) and other police
personnel of a local police
station for alleged hate
erime during the 2020 Del-
hi riots.

The SHO had ap-
proached the Karkadooma
sessions eourt against the
order passed by the Magis-
trate on January 18,

Additional  Sessions
Judge (ASY) Sameer Bajpai
stayed the order passed by
the Magistrate'court noting
that before passing the di-
reetion a satiction for reg-
istration of FIR was not
obtained as the revisionist
is an SHO.

The sessions courl said
that after going through
the record and hearing sub-
missions of the counsel,
the court is of the view that
the whole purpose of the
present petition will be
frustrated, if the operation
of the impugned order is
not stayed by the court.

"Accordingly, consider-
ing the facts on record, the
operation of the impugned

order dated 18.0
stayed,” AST Baijpai said in
the order of February 1,
2025.

Advocate Sanjay Gupta,
counsel for Salender
Tomar, had argued that or-
der of 18.01.2025, whereby,
court has or-
istration of an

u/s 295(a)/ 342/506
IPC is totally perverse and
illegal.

It is further submitted
that the said order is an ex-
ample of 'double jeopardy’
asanother FIR was already
registered over the same
incident at Police Station
Bhajanpura, in which an-
other respondent is a wit-
ness and as per law there
cannot be a second FIR in

the same incident.

The direction has been
passed on a complaint filed
by Mohd. Waseem forreg-
istration of FIR against the
police officials and ethers.

The complainant,
Waseem alleged that while
attempting to escape from
the rioting area he fell
down and the police per-
sonnel started abusing and
beating him. HE alleged
that SHO of the Jyoti Nagar
police station directed his
fellow policemen to throw
him where the others were
Iying on the ground.

The complainant,
Wasecem, further alleged
that four policemen started
beating them and asked
them to sing the national
anthem and chant slogans
of Jai Shri Ram and Vande
Matarum, A man named
Faizan subsequently died.

1t was also submitted
that on Jul 2024, the
Delhi High Court had di-
rected the CBI to investi-
gate the case properly and
alsa against the police offi-
cials and as such the trinl
court was not competent to
order the registration of
another FIR when the same
allegations are already sub-

judice before the High
Court in a petition filed by
Kismatun, the mother of
the deceased Faizan.

On January 18, Judicial
Magistrate First Class gave
a divection for registration
of FIR against the then
SHO of the Jyoti Nagar Po-
lice Station and other police
personnel over hate crime
and forcing the com-
plainant to sing the na-
tional anthem during the
Dielhi riots 2020,

Judicial Magistrate First
Class Udhbhav Kumar Jain
while giving the direction
had said that they cannot
be protected under the garb
of sanctivn as alleged of-
fenees committed by them
cannot besaid to have been
committed while acting or
purporting to act in the
discharge of their official
duty.

“Thus, FIR be registered
under sections 295-A (de-
liberate and malicious in-
sultof a religion or religious
belief), 323, 442, 506 TPC
against the SHO PS Jyoti
Nagar (Mr. Tomar) who
was holding the said post in
February-March 2020," the
court had ordered on Jan-
uary 18,

Jrqunwn of Delhi and Shih-
jahmabad Redevelopment

its sur ing areas in-
cluding metro stations.

Seniur advovate Sanje
Ralli appeared for the pe
tioner said despite the re-
development, the area fell
into chaos due to neglect

vending activities
and encroachments in the
no-hawking and no-vending
zomes and thousands of un-
regulated rickshaws ply on
Chandni Chowk Road, it
added.

Gr. Noida Authority to set up Material
Recovery Facility for separating plastic

Noida
The Greater Noida Au-
thority is going to set up 4
Materia] Recovery Facility
Centre (MRFC) in industri-
al sector Eootech-12 for sep-
arating plastic, polythene
and paper from dry waste.

An agreement has been
signed between the Greater
Noida Authority and the
Environment and Educa-
tion Centre. The capaity of
this centre will be five TPD
(tonnes per day). This will
solve the problem of
garbage disposal to some
extent.

To muke Greater Noida
number oné in terms of
tleanliness, the authority
has planned to dispose
100% garbage. Theauthor-
ity will he responsible for
delivering the dry waste
from homes (o the centre.
Plastic and polythene will be
recycled and chips will be
made by cutting them into
small pieces. Paper will be
recyveled and cardhoard will
be made.

The authority plans to
establish more such cen-
tres in the cf
irmum garba;
garbage disposal centre.
Secondly, another advan-
tage of this will b that dry

An agreement has
been signed be-
tween the Greater
Noida Authority and
the Environment
and Education Cen-
tre. The capacity of
this centre will be
five TPD (tonnes per
day).

and wet wiste will reach
separately. Along with set-
ting up the centre, people
will also be made aware
that dry and wel waste
should be kept separately
home: This will make dis-
posal easier.

According to the repre-
sentative of the organisa-

tion, Rohit Maskara, people
doing junk business will
also be connected to this
centre. The plastic, paper
ete. collected by them will be
purchased and recycled. To
make this initiative sue-

cessful, people will be made
aware 10 keep wet and dry
waste separately.

A Material Recovery Fa-
cility Centre will be set up to
separate plastic, polvthene
and paper from dry waste.
An agreement has been
signed with the Environ-
mentand Education Centre
for this. A plan has been
made to dispese all types of
waste including dry and
wet. Worl on this has been
started, stid  Srilakshmi
VS, ACEQ, the Greater Noi-
da Authority.
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PLPB and
Surbana Jurong
Collaborate for
Industrial Park
in Patiala

Patiala:

PLPB, a renowned real
estate and infrastruc-
ture development com-
pany, has partnered
with Singapore’s Sur-
bana Jurong to develop
the ambitious PLPB In-
dusPark in Patiala, Pun-
jab. This collaboration
was officially sealed in
Singapore in a ceremony
arten(Yed by a real estate
delegation from the CIT
Learning Mission, as
announced by PLPB on
Tuesday.

PLPB IndusPark, a
vast 150-acre green-
field developmenx, will
be strategically located
near Rajpura in Patiala
district. It promises di-
rect access to the Am-
ritsar-Kolkata Industri-
al Corridor, enhancing
logistics and  supply
chain efficiencies specif-
ically designed for SMEs
and MSMEs. Surbana
Jurong is a leader in ur-
ban and infrastructure
consulting, known for
projects like Singapore
Changi Airport.

The industrial park
aims to attract global in-
vestments with its sus-
tainable infrastructure,
fostering job creation
and industry growth
in Punjab, PLPB’ CEO,
Sumit Singla, expressed
excitement over the
partnership with Surba-
na Jurong, viewing it as
apivotal step in Punjab’s
industrial sector, poised
to setup a glohally com-
petlh\e ctur-
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People in Haryana lost Rs 72.84 cr
to cyber frauds in January: Police

Komal Ramola
____ Chandigarh:
eople in Haryana
lost Rs 72.84 crore
to eyber frauds in
January this year, the
police said, adding that
the amount was Rs 14
crore less compared to
January 2024, when cy-
bercriminals defrauded
people of Rs 86.18 crore.

The palice attribut-
ed the success to their
awareness campaigns
and said they had
put 433 more cyber-
criminals behind bars
in January this year,
compared to January
2024,

"As a result of the
prompt action of the
Ilaryana Police, a sig-
nificant increase has
also been recorded in
the amount saved from
cybercriminals in Jan-
uary 2025 compared to
January 2024. Taking
strict action against
eybercriminals, — the
Haryana Police has ar-
rested four times more
criminals in January
2025. While 138 cyber
aceused were arrested
in January 2024, this
year, a total of 571 ac-
cused (130 from Ilar-
vana, 441 from other
states) have been ar-
rested,” DGP Shatru-

jeet Kapur said in a
statement.

Issuing an appeal to
the public, DGP Ka-
pur said, “In this era
of technology, most
people are active on
online platforms. If
anyone calls and in-
troduces themselves
asan officer of the CBI,
ED, or police and talks
about digital arrest, be
immediately alert be-
cause no investigating
agency does this kind
of thing. People should

not fall into the trap of
fake share trading be-
ing broadcast on social
media platforms. Be-
fore investing, be sure
to officially confirm
the company and web-
site.

“Additionally, peo-
ple should not answer
WhatsApp video and
audio calls coming
from abroad, especial-
ly from Cambodia, Pa-
kistan, Sri Lanka, ete.
They should be cau-
tious of fake advertise-

National Education Policy 2020 will bring
big change in country: Haryana Governor

Chandigarh:

ing hub. This initiative
aligns with the central
and state government’s
commitment to innova-
tion and economic de-
velopment.

U’khand

HC orders
demolition of
dilapidated
buildings near
Kalagarh Dam

Dehradun: B
Uttarakhand High
Court ordered Pauri
Garhwal’s ict mag-
istrate and the director
of Jim Corbett Tiger
Reserve to demolish
the dilapidated build-
ings near the Kalagarh
Dam.

The Kalagarh Wel-
fare and Upliftment
Committee had filed
a Public Interest Liti-
gation (PIL) to protect
the interests of people
living in various build-
ings in the Kalagarh
Dam area, which falls
in the core area of Cor-
bett Tiger Reserve.

Pauri District Magis-
trate Ashish Chauhan
on Monday informed
the TIC that certain
norms have been adopt-
ed for the rehabilitation
of occupants living in
various buildings in the
dam area under which
people having alter-
nate  accommodation
will not be entitled for
rehabilitation, while
Uttar Pradesh and Ut-
tarakhand governments
have decided to rehabil-
itate 213 oecupants in a
spirit of philanthropy.

Uttarakhand HC pre-
viously had sought a
survey report on the
said area, following
which officials from the
Revenue  Department,
Forest Department, and
Irrigation Department
along with police con-
ducted a joint inspection
on February 12.

The team also includ-
ed the additional dis-
trict magistrate of Pauri
Garhwal and the sub-di-
visional magistrate of
Kotdwar.

During the survey, 72
dilapidated  buildings
were identified. Apart
from these, 25 other
buildings belong to the
Forest Department.

Ilaryana Governor
Bandaru Dattatreya on
Tuesday said the Na-
tional Education Policy
2020 is going to bring a
big change in the coun-
try.

This will give new
guidance to the young
generation through in-
novation,  technology,
research, education, cul-
ture and moral values,
the Governor said.

“When all the students
move forward with new
thinking, then by the
year 2047, a developed
India of Prime Mmis-
ter Narendra Modi's
dreams will definitely
be created,” Dattatreya
said.

He is also the Chan-
cellor of Kurukshetra
University and was ad-
dressing the students
after giving PhD, post-
graduate and graduate
degrees at the 34th con-
vocation of Kurukshetra
University in Haryana's
Kurukshetra.

While congratulating
the students who re-
ceived degrees and gold
medals, Dattatreya said
the bright future of the
country can be seen in
these students.

After this 34th con-
vocation, a new journey

1
will begin in the lives of
all the students. Parents
and teachers will have a
lot of expectations from

lenges will come up in
this new path. All the
students have to face
these challenges and
achieve their goals. To
achieve this, the stu-
dents will have to move
forward with hard work
and honesty, he said.

According to an offi-
cial statement, Governar
Dattatreya  felicitated
Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini with the
honorary degree of Doe-
tor of Literature “for his
outstanding  contribu-
tion in the social and po-
litical field”

Former ISRO chair-
man Dr S. Somanath,

I :

who did remarkable
work in the field of sci-
ence and increased In-
dia’s pride in space, was
also honoured with an
honorary  degree  and
Goyal Peace Prize by
the university, the state-
ment said.

Nayab Singh Saini
said it is Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision
is that when we cele-
brate 100 years of In-

ments appearing on
Telegram and Google.
The Haryana Police is
continuously running
awareness campaigns
on print and soeial
media to  educate
the public about the
methods adopted by
eyber ceriminals. The
only way to avoid cy-
ber crime is through
caution and vigilance,
so people should be
vigilant and contact
helpline number 1930
immediately if there

p—
The first six hours
are crucial if one falls
prey to a cyber fraud,
the Haryana police
say in their advice on
dealing with various
scams, including ‘dig-
ital arrests’.

is any nppreheuswn of
eyber crime,

“The Haryana Police,
which was at the 23rd
position in the coun-
try in September 2023
in terms of the rate of
blocked amounts in
cyber fraud, has now
reached the first posi-
tion. The rate of blocked
amounts in eyber frand
and the recovery be-
ing done by the cyber
police stations, which
was seven per cent of
the defrauded amount
in September 2023, in-
creased to 36 per cent
in December 2024, the
highest in the country,
If a complainant files
a complaint within six
hours of eyber fraud,
up to 70 per cent of the
defrauded amount is
being blocked. 1t is the
highest success rate
in the entire country,”
DGP Kapur further said
in the statement.

UP Dy CM KP Maurya terms SP
“Party of goons and rioters”

_ Lucknow:

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya on Tues-
day launched a scathing
attack on the Samajwa-
di Party, echoing Chief
Minister Yogi  Adit-
yanath’s sentiments.

Maurya alleged that
the Samajwadi Party’s
true history is marred
by violence and law-
lessness, stating that
it's a party of “goons
and rioters.”

Maurya said, “Sama-
jwadi Party’s actual
history is something
else. It is not a par-
ty that is working to
serve the state. Sama-
jwadi Party is the party
of goons and rioters.”

This comes after Sa-
majwadi Party leaders
protested in front of
the state legislative
assembly against the
deaths which  hap-
pened during the Ma-
hakumbh  stampede
on the day the budget
session of the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly got
underway. They also
raised slogans of ‘Go
Governor® during the
assembly session.

The deputy echief
minister claimed that
this incident brought
dishonor to the Con-
stitution and insult-
ed the state of Uttar
Pradesh. e demand-
ed that the Samajwadi
Party apologise to the

governor for their ac-
tions.

“The governor had to
stop his speech mid-
way because of them.
They have insulted
UP and brought dis-
honour to the Con-
stitution. They need
to apologise to the
Governor. Whatever
CM said is absolutely
right...,"” said Maurya,

The Uttar Pradesh
Budget session for
2025-26 commenced
on Tuesday. Chief
Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath appealed to the
apposition to cooper-
ate so that the session
can run peacefully till
March 5.

“It is not only the re-
sponsibility of the gov-
ernment but also of
the opposition to con-
duct the session peace-
fully. The double-en-
gine BJP government
has set unprecedented
standards for TUttar
Pradesh’s develop-
ment in the last eight
years. This is reflected
in the discussions in-
side the House. Nat-
urally, the frustrated
and djsap[mi.med op-
position tries to avoid
these discussions and
distupt  proceedings.
If the apposition con-
tributes to a meaning-
ful debate, this can be
a highly productive
session,” CM Yogi
Adityanath said.

Dr. Vivek Joshi appointed new
Election Commlssmner of India

Chandigarh:
Dr. Vivek Joshi, a distin-
guished 198g-bateh TAS
officer from the Iaryana
cadre, has been appoint-
ed as the new Eleetion
Commissioner of India.

The announcement
came after a selection
committee, chaired by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, recommend-
ed Dr. Joshi's name
for the esteemed po-
sition. He will join the
three-member Election
Commission, which in-
cludes Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Sh
Gyanesh Prakash and
fellow Election Com-
missioner Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu.

Dr. Joshi, who has
been serving as the Har-
yana Chief Secretary
qm'ce November 1, 2024.

dia’s T d our
country should become
a developed nation.

e said the youth will
‘have the most important
contribution in making
a “Viksit Bharat’ by the
year 2047. Therefore.
the youth have to be-
come mentally, physi-
cally and morally strong
and achieve the goals of
life, he said.

g the r
of TVSN Prasad, brmgs
with him a wealth of
experience in  public
administration. He was
repatriated to Harya-
na in October 2024 at
the request of the state
government and subse-
quently inted to the

SLBC Haryana

handigarh §
| hank: ¢

tio

Joshi had an extensive
tenure in central depu-
tation with the Govern-
ment of India, e served
as Secretary of the De-
partment of Personnel
and Training in the Un-
ion Ministry of Person-
nel, Public’ Grievances,
and Pensioners. His il-
Tustrious career also saw
him holding the position
of Secretary in the De-
partment of Financial
Services and as the Reg-
istrar General & Census
Cc of India

role of Chief Secretary.
Prior to his appoint-
ment in Haryana, Dr.

HC asks Punjab govt to decide
representatlon over illegal travel agents

Chandigarh:

The Punjab and Harya-
na High Court has asked
the Punjab government
to decide on a rep-
resentation seeking ac-
tion against illegal travel
agents duping innocents
by illegally sending them
abroad.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Sheel Nagu and
Justice Harmeet Singh
Grewal passed the di-
rection while disposing
of the plea of advocate
Kanwar Pahul Singh on
February 17.

The petitioner further
sought setting up of
“emigration check posts”
and an upgraded list
of “certified recruiting
agents”.

The plea was filed in
the wake of the depor-
tation of several illegal
Indian immigrants from
the US recently and
sought directions for

—idl s

immediate steps to es-
tablish the check posts
in all of Punjab under
the Emigration Act,
1983 to streamline the
procedure of emigration
and prevent illegal im-
migration.

“The incident like the
recent major depor-
tation of illegal immi-

grants of India by the
USA, caused losses of
crores of rupees to the
people of Punjab,” said
the petitioner.

He also sought diree-
tions for upgrading the
list of “certified recruit-
ing agents and permit-
ted employers estab-
lished outside India” so

that people could have
an easy access to the
emigration process and
prevent people from
falling victim to fake
travel agents.

He sought directions
for immediate action
against all such fake
travel agents operating
in the state under the

in the Ministry of Home
Affairs. His tenure with
the Government of In-

Punjab Prevention of
Human Smuggling Act
to ensure the prevention
of human trafficking via
“donkey routes”.
Advoeate Dheeraj Jain,
who represented the
Centre, said the court
asked the petitioner to
submit his representa-
tion to the state and the
Central government au-
thorities within a month.
The state and the Cen-
tre were directed to con-
sider the representation
and take a decision on
the matter, Jain said.
The counsel said the
Protector of Emigrants
in Chandigarh has for-
warded a total of 127
complaints over the un-
serupulous agents to the
Punjab government for
action in the past year.
Of the complaints, 57
were recewed from vie-
tims, he said.
Notably, after the first

dia spanned from 2001
to 2006 and again from
2010 to 2017, and from
2019 10 2024.

Before his central dep-
utation, Dr. Joshi held
several significant roles
in Haryana, including
Chief Executive Officer
of the Gurugram Met-
ropolitan Development
Authority, Principal
Resident Commission-
er in New Delhi, Mem-
ber Secretary of the 5th
State Finance Commis-
sion, and Commissioner
for Ambala Division. Ie
has also served as Dep-
uty Commissioner for

Hisar, Jind, and Panch-
kula, among other posi-
tions.

As Haryana’s Chief
Secretary, Dr. Joshi has
been at the forefront of
several key initiatives
aimed at improving gov-
ernance and public wel-
fare. One such initiative
was the “Swachh Hary-
ana Mission,” launched
in December 2024. The
campaign, which ran
until January 31, 2025,
focused on enhancing
cleanliness in govern-
ment offices across the
state, optimizing office
spaces, and disposing of
outdated materials.

Dr. Joshi holds a
degree in Mechanical
Engineering from IIT
Roorkee and a PhD in In-
ternational Tconomics
from the Graduate Insti-
tute of International and
Development  Studies
in Geneva, Switzerland.
His remarkable academ-
ic and professional back-
ground positions him as
an asset to the Election
Commission, where his
leadership and expertise
will be significant in en-
suring the smooth func-
tioning of the country’s
electoral processes.

Rajasthan budget to be presented
Wednesday, says Dy CM Diya Kumari

Jaipur:
Rajasthan  Deputy  CM
Diya Kumari on Tuesday
said that the state budget
would be presented on
February 19.

“Rajasthan budget will
be presented in a day’s
time. With the blessings
of the Prime Minister, un-
der the leadership of Chief
Minister; double engine
government in Rajasthan
will present a very good
budget and will have
everything for everyone..”
Kumari said while speak-
ing to the media.
Taking to social media

X, the Deputy CM shared
photos of her finalizing the
budget.

“Rajasthan Budget 2025-
26 fmalised,” the post read.

Meanwhile, on February
16, CM Bhajanlal Sharma.
held a meeting to review
the development work in
Jaipur at the Chief Minis-
ter’s residence on Sunday.

During the review meet-
ing, CM Sharma directed
all the District Collectors
of Jaipur division to send a

report of the pendmg cases
regarding the announce-
ments  of the previous
Budget year 2024-25 with-
inthree days.

He said that the District
Collectors will be respon-
sible  for implementing
Budget-related  announce-
ments, and in this
the problems should be re-
solved by conducting a spot
i ction. CM directed the

ials to issue all the nec-
essary approvals by the end
of February after eonduet-
ing a technical examination
of the pending cases.

In the meeting, the
District  Collectors  also

edueation, tourism,
transport facilities for the
upeoming  Bu 2025~
EEL In éns r‘elg;&rd, the
Chief Minister directed
that the District Collector
inspect the spot and deter-
mine the priority of these
works based on the pre-
scribed parameters and
utility,
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Maharashtra’s Political Landscape: Devendra
Fadnavis & the Dynamics of Coalition Governance

aharashtra, In-
dia’'s economic
powerhouse,

has witnessed signifi-
cant political shifts in
recent years. Central
to these developments
is Devendra Fadnavis,
who, after a series of
political maneuvers, as-
sumed the role of Chief
Minister for the second
time on December
2024. Leading a coali-
tion government under
the Maha Yuti alliance,
Fadnavis faces the intri-
cate task of managing di-
verse political partners
while steering the state’s
development agenda.

The Rise of Maha
Yuti and Fadnavis’s
Leadership

The Maha Yuti alliance,
comprising the Bhara-
tiva Janata Party (BJP),
Shiv Sena (led by Eknath
Shinde), and a faction of
the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) under Ajit
Pawar, secured a deci-
sive victory in the 2024
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly elections. The
coalition won 235 out of
288 seats, reflecting a
robust mandate from the
electorate. 'This victory
not only underscored the
alliance’s political strat-
egy but also highlighted
Fadnavis’s pivotal role
in consolidating support
across party lines.

Fadnavis's political
acumen has been evident
since his early days in
Maharashtra’s  political
arena. His ability to nav-
igate complex political

terrains, coupled with his
strategic foresight, has
positioned him as a linch-
pin in the state’s govern-
ance. His tenure has been
marked by efforts to bal-
ance regional aspirations
with national objectives,
ensuring that Maharash-
tra remains aligned with
central policies while ad-
dressing local concerns.

Navigating Coali-
tion Complexities:

Leading a coalition
government presents
inherent challenges, es-
pecially when it involves
parties with distinct ide-
ologies and regional in-
terests. Fadnavis’s lead-
ership is characterized by
a blend of assertiveness
and diplemacy, aiming to
maintain cohesion with-
in the alliance. However,
reports suggest that his
governance style, particu-
larly the “your minister,
my bureauerat™ model,
has caused discomfort
among alliance partners.
This approach, where
ministers from coalition
partners are paired with
bureaucrats aligned with
the Chief Minister’s office,
has led to tensions, as it
potentially undermines
the autonomy of minis-
ters from allied parties.

Managing such dynam-
ics requires Fadnavis to
exercise adept negotia-
tion skills, ensuring that
the coalition’s collective
agon(h is p(mnnmd
respecting the in-
dividual party mandates.
The inclusion of Deputy
Chief Ministers Eknath

Shinde and Ajit Pawar
adds layers to the pow-
er-sharing arrangement,
necessitating continuous
dialogue and compro-
mise to sustain govern-
mental stability.

Central-State  Syn-
ergy: Fadnavis's Stra-
tegic Positioning:

Fadnavis's lenure is
nlao marked by his efforts
align Maharashtra’s
pohcxes with the cen-
tral government’s vision.
This alignment is evident
in the state’s emphasis
on infrastructure devel-
opment and economic
reforms, mirroring na-
tional priorities. By po-
sitioning ~ Maharashtra
as a key player in India’s
growth narrative, Fad-
navis ensures that the
state benefits from cen-
tral initiatives and invest-
ments.

However, this close
association with central
leadership requires a
delicate  balance. Fad-
navis must address re-
gional sentiments and
ensure that Maharash-
tra’s umqm cultural and
aconomie ]nndsc(\pe is
preserved, even as it in-
tegrates with broader
national objectives. This
balancing act is crucial in
maintaining public sup-
port and énsuring the co-
alition’s longevity.

Developmemal Agen-
da: Ambitious Projects
and Their Prospects:

Under
leadership, Maharash-
tra_has embarked on an
ambitious  developmen-
tal trajectory. The state

5

currently has infrastruc-
ture projects worth I8
lakh crore under various
stages of implementation,
the highest in any Indian
state. These projects span
sectors such as transpor-
tation, urban develop-
ment, and energy, aiming
to bolster Maharashtra’s
economic landscape and
improve the quality of life
for its residents.

Notable among these
initiatives is the collabo-
ration with JSW Group,
which has committed
to investing %3 trillion
(approximately  $34.67
billion) in the state. This
investment focuses on ex-
panding electric vehicle
production, lithium-ion
battery  manufacturing,
steel production, and re-
newable energy projects.
Such collaborations are
poised to generate em-
ployment opponlmities
and position Maharash-
tra as a hub for sustaina-
ble industrial growth.

However, the success of
these projects hinges on
effective implementation
and addressing poten-
tial challenges. Concerns
have been raised lcg'lrd»
ing specific initiatives,
suchas the ¥28,500 crore
road project, where the
state’s planning depart-
ment highlighted issues
related to funding models
and long-term financial
implications.  Ensuring
transparency, securing
necessary clearances, and
maintaining fiscal pru-
dence are essential to the
fruition of these develop-
mental endeavors.

A Way Forward :

Devendra  Fadnavis's
second term as Mahar-
ashtra’s Chief Minister
is emblematic of a com-
plex political landscape
shaped by coalition dy-
namics and ambitious
developmental goals. His
leadership is character-
ized by strategic alliances,
a foeus on infrastructure
growth, and efforts to
harmonize state policies
with national objectives.
Navigating the intricacies
of coalition governance
requires continuous en-
gagement with alliance
partners, addressing their
concerns, and fostering a
collaborative environ-
ment.

The success of Maha-
rashtra’s developmental
prajects under this ad-
ministration will depend
on meticulous planning,
stakeholder engabemvm
and
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ment to publlc welfare. As
Fadnavis steers the state
through this multifaceted
polm(‘al and e
landscape, his ability
balance diverse interests
will be pivotal in shaping
Mahar: a's future tra-
Jjectory.

(The write is an Editor,
STAR Views)
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By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

Due to the stiff compe-
tition for the few seats
available in domestic
medical institutions and
the fact that some coun-
tries offer very low tui-
tion fees, Indian students
often choose to pur-
sue medical education
abroad. This allows them
to receive high-quality
medical education at a
more affordable cost.
Other attractive factors
include exposure to var-
ious international medi-
cal practices, high tuition
fees in private colleges,
exposure to interna-
tional medical practices,
and high-quality educa-
tion in some countries.
Therefore, the main aim
of these students is to
pursue medical educa-
tion and return to India.
(Even though some may
want to settle abroad,
this trend may not be
very different from those
pursuing medical train-
ing in India). Therefore,
their ability to pass for-
eign medical graduation
exams is the main con-
cern.

Why are Indian students leaving
the country to become doctors?

here has been a rise
in the number of
medical  students

leaving India to study
abroad, with over 30,000
students going abroad
every year. According to
data from the Nation-
al Medical Commission,
on!y 16 percent of for-
eign medical gmduates
pass the Foreign Medi-
Graduate Examina-
tion screening test. Due

£ competition,

to NEET
high tuition, and a lack
of domestic seats, In-
dia’s healthcare system
is plagued, leading to
an increasing reliance
on foreign education.
With low tuition costs,
streamlined admission
processes, and recog-
nized degrees, many
countries are preferred
destinations for trav-
el. Due to these factors,
an increasing number
of students are bridg-
ing the gap by pursuing
medical education out-
side India, guaranteeing

coming a doﬂol Indian
students prefer interna-
tional medical courses
due to the easy applica-
tion and admission pro-
cess. Students can study

English or a foreign
language. Tuition costs
around Rs 200,000 to
Rs 300,000 every year.
No capilation fee is r
quired. Many interna-
tional universities have
received recognition
from the World Health
Organization and the
Medical Council of In-
dia. Students are ex-
posed to a multicultural
setting that broadens
their life experiences
and knowledge. With
good educational qual-
ity, their degrees are
recognized across inter-
national borders. Indi-
an medical students are
increasingly leaving the
country due to intense
competition for domes-
tic seats. Students in In-
dia seek options abroad
due to fierce competi-
tion, often in countries

where medical
tions are lax.

regula-

Since India has only
one medical seat for

every 22 applicants,
more than 20,000
students are forced

to study abroad each
year in countries such
as China, Russia, and
Ukraine. But the une-
ven quality of curricu-
lum at many interna-
tional medical schools
affects _students” em-
ployability and agil-
ity. Foreign gradu-
ates’ access to India’s
healthcare system is
delayed because they
must pass the Foreign

Medical Graduate Ex-
amination and com-
plete an internship.

Of the 32,000 Indian
students ~who took
the Foreign Medical
Graduate Examination
last year, only 4,000

qualified. For these
students and fami-
lies, high tuition costs,
unstable _economies,

and securi threats
in some countries are
burdensome. The con-
flict between Russia
and Ukraine led to
the displacement of
more than 24,000 In-
dian medical students,
resulting in financial
losses and an uncer-
tain academic future.
India’s shortage of doc-
lors is gelling worse as
more foreign-trained
medical profession-
als choose to practice
abroad  because  of
better  opportunities
there. The first change
is to expand the num-
ber of medical seats to
meet the domestic de-
mand for medical ed-
ucation. 10,000 more
medical seats will be
added in 2025; India
has a five-year target
of 75,000 additional
seals. Affordable med-
ical colleges must be
established to increase
access to education in
underprivileged areas.
Access to medical edu-
cation has increased by

opening new govern-
ment medical colleges
and_expanding AIIMS
in tier-2 and tier-3 cit-
ies.

Private  investment
must be encouraged
while maintaining

high-quality instruction
and_reasonable costs.
Institutions such as
the Caribbean and Ma-
nipal College of Med-
ical Sciences (Nepal)
demonstrate that Indi-
an institutions can grow
domestically under a
public-private partner-
ship model. Reducing
reliance on NEET is
important by imple-
menting more open ad-
mission processes and
multiple entry routes.
Bridge courses and al-
ternative ddmlsslon
systems have been su;

gested by the National
Medical Commission in
an attempt to broaden
selection criteria. In-
ternational campuses
must be promoted by
Indian universities to
serve Indian students.
The international ex-
pansion of the IITs and
the Manipal Group sug-
gests a model in which
Indian medical schools
operate internationally
under Indian regula-
tions.

To strengthen med-
ical education and in-
ternships, we must im-
plement reforms that
guarantee the provision
of high-quality health-
are. Bnnﬁmg Indian
medical ucation at
par with international
standards and manda-
tory internships in ru-
ral areas is needed. To

c{)lms:ze patient care
an practical skills, the

Competency- -Based
Medical Education
(CBME) curriculum

was implemented in
2019. Investing in state-

f-the-art laboratories,
clinical experience, and
medical faculty train-
ing is a must. Modern
simulation labs and

e-learning latforms
for medical colleges are
needed through AIIMS
and NMC reforms.
Regular assessment of
government and pri-
vate medical schools is
necessary lo guarantee
uniformity.

The National Exit
Test (NEXT), admin-
istered Dby the NMC,
seeks to standardize
licensing exams _for
medical graduates from
both India and abroad.
Providing better work-
ing conditions, incen-
tives, and higher sala-
ries in both uﬂ)dn and
rural areas is essential,
The Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha Yo-
jana (PMSSY) seeks to
eslablish ~ AIIMS-like
institutions in under-
privileged areas. Using
technology to increase
access to training and
healthcare is impera-
tive. Healthcare deliv-
ery in remote areas has
lmprovvd thanks to the
e-Sanjeevani telem
icine " initiative, \«hth
has enabled over 14
crore consultations. A
three-pronged  strate-
gy to increase medical
seals, reg\llale private
college tuition, and
strengthen  FMG  in-
tegration is essential.
The NMC's 2023 re-
forms regarding faculty
standards and medical
seat distribution are
positive steps. Also, en-
couraging rural vice
and creating public-pri-
vate partnerships can
improve quality and
access while guarantee-
ing India’s independ-
ence. I have nothing
bad to say about this
migration to get medi-
cal education from In-
dia. In India, medical
education is extremely
expenswe The barriers
to_entry are irrational.
1 feel that many more
students are capable of
becoming doctors. In-
dia desperately needs
more doctors, especial-
ly those willing to work

in the rural areas of the
country. Medical edu-
cation in Central Asia
is not bad, given the
achievements of these
countries in healthcare.

there will
function more effec-
tively and sustaina-
bly if they use Indian
student enrollment to
increase capacity uti-
lization and generate
additional income. If
this helps a group of In-
dian students become
doctors, it is a win-win
situation for both par-
ties. There is also_the
possibility of failure.
bome people may not
be able to meet the re-
quirements to work in
India. Some sub-agents
or private contractors
may withhold some
relevant  information
in an attempt to attract
more students. Then
there may be emergen-
cf\‘ situations, such as
e COVID-19 j dem-

Colleges
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

LEARN YOURSELF

Learn yourself, from
yourself, by yourself
and for yourself. You
are the best library of
experience, your are
the best institution of
life-lessons, you are
the best transforma-
tion of taken actions.

Learn yourself and
from yourself, keep-
ing in mind that your
learning  will ee|

ch:\nimg but so will
you, keeping in mind
that your experience
will keep chasing but
so will you, keeping in
mind your lessons will
keep teaching but so
will you. Be your mas-
ter, be your disciple.
Your learning will not
be perfect, your jour-
ney will not be perfect,
you will not always
make the right move,

you will not always

now the right
thing yet learn
yourself  learn

from yourself.
Your own

from yourself.

You are the biggest
responsibility of you,|
you have the biggest
authority of you. Hold
vourself” as ~everyone
else is busy holding
themselves, make
yourself as everybody
else is busy making
themselves and race
yourself as everybody
is busy racing them-|
selves. Be the best ver-

sion of yours, give the
best reason of yours
and live the bést vi-

sion of yours. You are
wrong when you are
wrong but you are right
when you know you are
wrong. You have some
years to live and it is
fine if you have some
goals and it is also fine
if you don’t have any.
The purpose of your
life is not to achieve
but to live. The big-
gest achievement
in_life is to live
right.  Wrong-|

learning will ing your whole
contradict, life will not
your own give you the
e e ot Sgtsaction|
confuse you, . ing something
your own learning will right.

mislead you, your own

learning will deceive Moral : Treat your-|

you but it is not dboul
you it is about learn-
ing, this is how it is,
so learn yourself learn

self as a master
until you find your
master.

ic in China or the war
in Ukraine. These may
result in a group of stu-
dents suffering signifi-
cant losses. The Indian
government’s policy is
not very good at helping
studenis even in emer-
gency situations. The
only action the Indian
government has taken
with regard to medical
education abroad is
to make the qualifying
examination for prac-
ticing in India more
stringent. The question
of how tough such an
examination should be
is con ll'O\’(‘l'SlaI The
main issue is whether
there are enough quali-
fied medical profession-
als in India or whether
ll is aimed at prevent-
ing people from pursu-
ing medical education
abroad.

(Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelance

Jjournalist and column-

ist, radio and TV pan-
elist)
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NATIONAL
Defence industry in India at cusp
of massive expansion: Defence secy

B Defence secy recalled that the Ministry of Defence recently declared 2025 as the "year of reforms", saying the
objective is to make systems and procedures more efficient, streamlined in order to deliver timely outcomes.

New Delhi

he defence industry

in India is at the

“cusp of a massive

expansion”, Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh said on Monday even
as he suggested that public-
private-partnership would
be "critical” in making the
country a hub for advanced
manufacturing in the sec-
tar:

In hisaddress ata defence
conclave here late evening,
he also said the intention of
the government isto builda
“technologically advanced”
and “combat-ready force"
that can effectively address
the "complexities of mod-
ern warfare”,

‘The event was hosted by
Axis Bank to bring together
different stakeholders, in-
cluding government officials,
industry members, financial
institutions, among others
underone roof.

Singh said the conclave
fosters collaboration among
different staleholders from
the defenee industry ecosys-
tem, including those who
would finance them. Creat-
ing a unified platform for
discugsions on 'Atmanirb-
har Bharat', cmpuwenn),the
defence isa "erit-

"It is an ongoing effort
which we sorl of need to
continue to focus on. It s also
in line with our priorities of
modernising and reforming
the defence ecosystem in our
quest for'‘Atmanirbharta’ or
strategic sdf-reliance,” the
defence secretary said.

He recalled that the Min-
istry of Defence recently de-
clared 2025 as the "year of

Sys

cedures more efficient,
streamlined in order to de-
liver timely outcomes.

ical issue" right now, he
added.

cmnhm—mﬂd}" foree that can
effectivelyaddress the com-

plexities of modem warfare,”
he said

In his address, Singh em-
phasised about working to-
gether with different stake-
holders to ¢reate a robust de-
fence ecosystem.

Relaxation in the FDI poli-
ciesand industrial licensing
procedures are other ele-
ments that will propd the
growth in the Indian do-
mestic defence industry, he
said.

"Our exports have in-
creased to Rs 21,000 crore,
almost 4 30 times jump in
the last ten years, It is very
obvious that the defence in-
dustry in Indiais at the cusp
of amassive expansion,” the

'Visionless' Modi Government
tanked economy: Kharge

New: Delhi
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge on Tuesday
termed asironical the elaim
of Finanve Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman that the Indian
economy is giving good re-
turns, and said a “vision-
less” Modi government has
tanked the economy and ru-
ined the lives of Indians.

"Nothing can be more
ironical than Modi Sarkar's
TM saying that our Econowy:
isdelivering 'Good Returns’,
he said ina post on X

Kharge said Rs 45 lakh
crore has been wiped out
from the Indian stock mar-
kets so far in 2025 and Nifty
50 firms have shown the
wonrst quarterdy profit growth
in five years.

“Foreign Investors have
sold over Rs 1.56 lakh crore
of stocks since October last
year, including nearly Rs 1
lakh crore in 2025 itself,
which has led to wiping out
wealth of small and medium
investors,” the Congress chief
said.

"Rapee at 87, means
Trade Deficit is sky-high.
Imports have risen by 62.21

percent in the last 5 years,
The Modi Government's
Trade policy is disastrous
for Tndia," he said.

Drawing a comparigon,
Khitrge said export growth
during the 10 years of UPA
government from 2004 to
2014 grew by 549.26 percent
while during the 10 years of
Modi government from 2014
to 2024 exports grew by
24.72 percent (Till April-
Nov 2024).

"The Modi Government
has forgone a Corparate Tax
revenueof Rs 10 Lakh Crore
in past 10 years, in anticipa-
tion that they will create
jobs, but 8 out § companies
that have benefitted from
the ¢ut in Corporate taxes
have REDUCED Jobs," he
said.

The Congress chief also
said India is staring at a
global Tariff war,

"Our M: See-
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defence secretary said.

The current industrial
ecosystem of India, which
comprises variaus defence
PSUs, licensed companies
and MSMEs are the "pillars
of this expanding industrial
base", he added.

"Ourfocus has to be on re-
ducing industry barriers for
new players and pew tech-
nologies. So that our defence
industrial ecosystem be-
comes adaptive, agile, and
capable of responding quick-
Iy to the ¢hunging nature of
warfare, as we have seen in
recent geopolitical conflicts,
he said.

Citing the defence budget
figures, Singh said, it was

R 6.21 lakh crove that will go
up by 6.5 per cent to 6.8¢
lakh crore in 2025-26.

And we should be spend-
ing over the next decade,
something bebween USD 20-
25 billion, pethaps even USD
30 billion per annum, "as per
our medernisation initia-
tives”, he added.

Earlier in his address, the
top afficial in the ministry
underlined thatan industri-
al ecosysten is being envi-
sioned where "incumbency
advantage would not pre-
vail over the ability of start-
ups of agile private sector en-
treprencurs,” to bring into
the ecosystem and to bring in

ister repeatedly, requires an
integrated approach by the
government, financial insti-
tutions and by the indus-
try,” he said.

"We are partners in this
process, and we need to en-
hance our interactions
through engagements like
today’s. Strengthening col-
laboration to accelerate in-
digenous defence produe-
fonand establishing a robust
defence ecosystem tequires
collaboration between: the
military and the civilian sec-
1or, supporting the industry
to create cutting-edge de-
fence technologies by in-
vesting in research and de-

will

i

1n this direction, the Min-
istry of Defence intends to
work towards "streamlining
our acquisition process, re-
duee timelines of various ac-
tivities withont impacting
the integrity of the system".
with the intention of ensir-
ing faster contract awards,
greater visibility to the in-
dustry regarding procure-
ments on the anvil, and all-

our slrategic capabilities,”
Singh said.

Sunjecy Kumar, Secretary,
Department of Defence Pro-
duction in the defence min-
istry; Michael Williamson,
president, Lockheed Mamn
International also adds

SC slams states, UTs for
not filing status reports

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday pulled up several
states and union tervitories
for not filing status reports
over the implementation of
the domestic violence law
while allowing them four
more weeks subject to the
pwment of Rs 5,000 as

A bwmh of Justices BV
Nigarathna and Prasanna B
Varale took note when the
petitioner's counse] said sev-
eral states and UT's did not
file their status reports de-
spite the top court's direc-
tion.

"The counsel for the re-
spective states have sought
for some more time to file
status reports. Hence, four
more weeks are granted to
file status reports subject
to payment of cost of Rs
5,000 to the Supreme Court
mediation centre," the
hench said.

The bench noted Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Meghalaya, Odisha,
Telangana, West Bengaland
Assam were among the de-
faulters,

UTs of Dadra and Nagar
Haweliand Da 1 Diu,

the apex court said the sta-
tus report had to be filed
with regard to implementa-
tion of the Protection of
‘Women from Domestic Vi-
olence Act, 2005.

On January 17, the top
court extended the ime for
filingof the status reports by
the states and UTs till Feb-
Tuary 4.

While hearing the matter
in November last year, the
apex court said the prayers
in the petition were essen-
tially for the implementation
of the 2005 law.

While issuing netices, the
top court said the obligation
for the implementation of
1he law not only rested with
the Centre but also with the
respective state govern-
ments.

The plea sought direc-
tions to the autherities for
ﬁm pmpcsmfnrcem:nl and

the gathering in a separate
session during the conelave.

Williamsan in his address,
said, "We facean increasingly

round effortsto deliver proj-  complex and threatening
ects and fulfil contracts on  geopolitical environment.”
time. US-based Locklieed Mar-

"additionally, ent s tinkas been Twith
self-reliance in production  India foroverseven decades

with focus on 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat', as enunciated by
e hunmlr\hle Prime Min-

and atrusted partner for the
country for over three
decades, he said.

Jammu and  Kashmir,
Ladakh and Lakshadweep
also did not file the status re-
ports, it was further in-
formed.

“Paycost of Rs 5,000 and
filis it. If you don't file it, nest
time it will double,” said
Justice Nagarathna,

The bench posted the
mutter on March 25 In its
December 2 2024 order,

of the pro-
visions of the 2005 Act aside
from direetions for adequate
appointments, notification
and establishment of pro-
tection officers, service
providers and shelter homes
as directed under the Act.

The plea also sought ini-
tintion and strict imple-
mentation of awareness
campaigns related to crime
against women.

India must maximize resource efficiency to
become developed by 2047: Bhupender Yadav

TSN/New Dethi
Union Enviromment Minis-
ter Bhupender Yadav on

torisdrownmg, Make in In-
dia and PLI Schemes have
failed, youth unemployment
has NO solution, Price Rise
is extinguishing savings,
Consumption is falling and
there is no respite from
Budget, Rural wages have
seen ZERO growt b, the Ru-
pee has depreciated by 43%
in the past 10 years and
forced oil-gas buy would
hurden ourimport bills," he
said.

"A visionless, rudderless
and palicyless Modi Sarkar
has tanked the Indian Feon-
omy, ruining the lives of In-
dians," Kharge charged.

Seeking Lo assuage con-
cems over foreign institu-
tional investors (FIT) selling
Indian equities lately.
Sitharaman on Monday at-
tributed the action to profit
booking.

She said the Indian econ-
omy is one where the in-
vestors are bagging better re-
turns which leads to profit
booking.

Tuesday said India must
maximize resource efficien-
cy to achieve its goal of be-
coming adeveloped country
by 2047.

Addressing the conclave
on “Waste Recyeling and
Climate Change here, Yadav
urged industries to design
products that support eir-
cularity and collectively
adopt advanced reeyeling
techmologies,

He said recycling and
reusing critical minerals
could reduce India's de-
pendence on other coun-
tries.

"We need to move away
from the take-make-dispose
mindsetand adopt recycling
and reuse as an altermative
economic model,” Yadav
said.

‘The minister said the ma-
jor challenge facing policy-
makers is how to sustain
economic grawth while pro-
tecting patural resowrces,

He said recycling and
reuse are the solutions.

"If we want tomake India
adeveloped country by 2047,
we st minimize waste and
maximize resource efficien-
cy," the minister said.

Yadav said that India's cir-
cular economy could be
worth USD 2 trillion by 2050
and ereate 10 million jobs.

He said that industries
should ensure cirewlarity in
product design and work
collectively to embrace ad-
vanged recyeling technolo-
gies.

“This is not just about one

Indian Navy platforms arrive in Indonesia to
participate in IFR and Exercise Komodo

Say an Chmcum

w Delhi
To demnn:rn(e its com-
mitment to regional mar-
itime cooperation, the In-
dian Navy has deployed
INS Shardul and a long
range maritime surveil-
lance P8I aircraft to par-
ticipate in the prestigious
Indonesian Navy Interna-
ticnal Fleet Review (IFR)
2025. The ('val whl‘d-
uled from 15 to 2
ary 2025, will be renewed
by the Hon'bli: President of
Indonesia and will include
naval forees from around
the globe.

The IFR 2025 serves as
acritical platform for fos-
tering naval diplomacy,
enhancing mtcmpunhlh-
tv, and promoting collab-
orative maritime security.
During the week-long

event, the Indian
contingent will part
alongside its international
counterparts in various
high-level activi along-
side their international
counterparts, including the
Tnternational Maritime Se-
curity Symposiuni and tac-

tieal floor games.

In addition to profes-
sional engagements, the
Indian Navy crew will par-
ticipate in community-dri-
ven events such as o
parade, haby turtle release,
coral and mangrove plan-
tation, and beach clean-

ing drives. These activi-
ties highlight the Navy's
commifment to environ-
mental conservation and
emphasize the broader ob-
jective of fostering good-
will among matitime na-
tions.

Post-IFR, INS Shardul
and the P8I aircraft will
join Exercise Komodo, a
muliilateral naval exercise
designed to strengthen re-
glonal maritime interop-
erability and enhance mu-

India and Indonesia were
further reinforced by the
visit of Admiral Muham-
mad Ali, Chief of Staff of
the Indonesian Navy, who
was part of the high-level
delegation accompanying
His Excellency President
Prabowo Subianto, the
Chief Guest for India's Re-
public Day Parade 2025.

The Indian Navy's con-
tinued engagement in
these multinational plat-
forms reflects India's

ol ”

tual ding among
participating nations.
The participation of In-
dian Navy assets in these
events follows the recent
engagement of INS Mum-
bai and a P8I aircraft in
the LA PEROUSE exercis-
es held in Indonesia in
January 2025. The grow-
ing maritime ties between

to
its maritime vision of *Se-
curity and Growth for All in
the Region' (SAGAR), By
participating in TFR 2025
and Exercise Komodo, In-
dia underscores its de
cation to regional stability,
maritime security, and col-
laborative prosperity in
the Indo-Pacific region.

W RSSN

company. The mzhmr) asa
whole must come forward.
This will ensure higher re-
covery vates and better ma-
terial utilization,” hie said.

Meanwhile, Union Envi-
ronment Ministry Addition-
al Secretary Amandeep Garg
said India is one of the
fastest-developing countries
and its resouree consump-
tion is rising, This will also
lead to increased waste gen-
eration, he added.

India currently generates
1.6 million tonnes of elec-

ARTIEN T

tronic waste, 1.15 million
tonnes of battery waste, 1.3
million tonnes of used oil,
152 million tonnes of waste
tvres, 4.1 million tonnes of
plastic waste, 10 million
tonnes of end-of-ife vehicle
waste and 300 million
tonnes of metal serap.
However, he said, the
country recycles only 33 per
centof e-waste, 2 per cent of
construction and demolition
waste, 15 per cent of used oil,
4 per cent of end-of-life ve-
‘hicle waste and 14 per cent af

metal serap.

“There is a huge gap anda
great spportunity for the re-
cyeling industry to build a
strong ecosyster.” Garg said.

Headded that India aims
to generate 50 per cent of its
total installed power capac-
ity from non-fossil fuel
sources which eould help re-
duce carbon dioxide emis-
sions by one billion tonnes.

“"This transition requires
large amoimts of eritical min-
erals forelectrie vehivles, so-
lar and wind projects, and
battery storage systems,” he
said.

However, most of these
minerals are concentrated
ina few couniries.

"About 55 per cent of crit-
ital minerals are found in
just 15 countries.” the official
said,

India imported 13 eritical
minerals worth USD 5.47
billion in 2022-23.

"Looking at the overall
seenario, it is ¢lear that we
st invest in recyeling crit-
ical minerals, The role of the
recycling industry is crucial,”
Garg added.

Application of 3 new criminals laws in
] Klargely successful: Omar Abdullah

New Delhi
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday said the three new
criminal laws have been "by
and large" implemented
successfully in the Union
Territory and it was impor-
tant that the citizens are
made aware about the pro-
wisions of the new Acts.

Abdullah was speaking
to reporters outside the
Ministry of Home Affairs
{MHA) office after partici-
pating in a review meeling
of the three laws that was
chaired by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha and other senior offi-
cers were also part of the
mieting.

“The meeting discussed
the shortcomings and the
areas to work upon for the
smooth implementation of

L [
the three laws in Jammu
and Kashmir,” Abdullah
said.

The home minister

(Shah) said in the meeting
that so far a similar exercise
has been completed for 11
states and UTs, he added.

“In case of Jammu and
Kashmir, so far, the imple-
mentation of the new laws
has been by and large suc-

cessful except a few in-
stances. These issues will
be addressed,” Abdullah
said.

‘The chief minister added
that while the implementa-
tion of the new laws was
"not the responsibility” of
the elected government, but
it was important that people
were made aware about
their contents and proceed-
ings as these are new laws.

We will have to make ef-
forts for making people
aware about these three
eriminal knw be it eolleges,
universities or other places,
he said.

Abdullah said there was
no discussion on the law
and order issue in the UT,
adding that thisdonewhen
he met Shah at the Parlia-
ment recently.

"This meeting was differ-
ent from the security re-
view meeting,” he said,




Intensive TB
Campaign
identifies
89,967 patients

Lucknow:

In a major achievement
for Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath-led Uttar
Pradesh government,
health  workers  have
identified 89,967 tuber-
culosis (IB) patients
across the state's 75 dis-
tricts in the first 69 days
of the 100-day TB cam-
paign. Led by CM Yogi
Adityanath, the cam-
paign has reached 74%
of the high-risk popula-
tion, with over 12.5 lakh
individuals receiving TB
prevention medicine.

Notably, the Yogi gov-
ernment has set a larget
of making the state TB-
free by the end of this
vear. To achieve this, the
100-day intensive cam-
paign is being carried
oul statewide.

Dr. Shailendra Bhat-
nagar, State Tubereulo-
sis Officer, stated that
TB Preventive Treat-
ment (TPT) is being pro-
vided to prevent asymp-
tomatic individuals from
contracting TB. As part
of this effort, 12,65,376
people have been given
TPT so far.

He further informed
that so far, 89,967 TB pa-
tients have been identi-
fied, with 73,231 already
beginning  treatment.
QOver 245 crore peo-
ple have been screened
across 75 districts, tar-
geting a high-risk popu-
lation of approximately
3.5 erore.

Screenings were based
on potential TB symp-
toms, with X-ray, NT,
and microseopic exam-
inations being conduct-
ed. A total of 4,78,763
Nikshay camps for TB
screening were organ-
ized during this cam-
paign, with an average of
4,809 camps being held
each day.

Row over
replacing Urdu
with Sanskrit in
govt schools in
BJP-ruled
Rajasthan

Jaipur:
Orders replacing Urdu
with Sanskrit as the
third language in some
government schools in
Rajasthan followed by a
minister's remarks that
many Urdua teachers se-
cured jobs with fake de-
grees has created a row
in the BJP-ruled state.

Rajasthan's education
department had recent-
ly issued an order to
Mahatma Gandhi Gov-
ernment School (RAC
Battalion), Jaipur, to
suspend classes offering
Urdu as the third lan-
ghage and introduce it as
an option.

A few days later, a gov-
ernment senior second-
ary school in Bikaner
received a similar com-
munication for replacing
the language.

Amid growing resent-
ment against the twin or-
ders, a fresh controversy
broke out on Monday
after Minister of State
for Home Jawahar Sin-
gh Bedham purported-
Iy said that many Urdu
teachers in the state se-
cured jobs with fake de-
grees.

"The previous (Con-
gress) government re-
moved Sanskrit teachers
and posted Urdu teach-
ers in their place. Now,
we don't know Urdu and
no one even studies that
subject, which is why
we will discontinue the
posts of Urdu teachers
and provide the kind of
education that people
want here," Bedham said
during an event held in
Bharatpur on Monday
which cireulated in the
social circles.

Rajasthan's Urdu
Teachers'  Association
termed the minister's re-
marks baseless and irre-
sponsible.
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'Accusations or unparliamentary conduct

cannot solve problems': UP CM Adityanat

Lucknow:
"ttar Pradesh
l I Chief ~ Minister
Yogi Adityanath
on Tuesday expressed
hope that the opposition,
frustrated by electoral
defeat, would not dis-
rupt the Budget Session
but rather contribute
positively to the smooth
conduct  of legislative
proceedings.
Speaking to reporters
ahead of the start of the
Budget Session (2025~
26), Adilyanalh said
tbe governor's address
and the presentation
of the budget are cru-
cial events where every
meml)er, including the

opposition, can ut
forth their views effec-
tively.

"Accusations or un-
parliamentary conduct
cannot solve problems,"
he added.

The chief minister as-
sured that the govern-
ment is fully prepared
to respond factually to
any issue the opposi-
tion raises.

He said that the as-
sembly should serve as
a platform for mean-
ingful discussions rath-
er than being marred
by baseless accusations
or unruly conduct.

Adityanath expressed
confidence that the
ZOVErnor's address

would mark the begin-
ning of a disciplined
and constructive ap-
proach from the oppo-
sition.

“We hope to see
the opposition and
all members conduct
themselves in a manner
that strengthens public
faith in democratic val-
ues,” he said.

The chief minister
stated that the session
would commence with
the governor’s address
folluwad by discussions

'lhe Uttar Pradesh
Budget for 2025-26
will be presented on
February 20.

”l‘ said that tlle ses-
sion, scheduled from
February 18 to March
5, would cover key leg-
islative  business, in-
cluding the passage of
the state budget, delib-
erations on grants, and
discussions on public
welfare and develop-
ment issues,

Adityanath highlight-
ed that rarely in Uttar
Pradesh’s history has
the assembly been con-
vened for such an ex-
tended duration.

He stressed that en-
suring the smooth con-
duct of proceedings is
1ot just the ruling
tv'’s responsibility
also that of the opposi-

tion.
“The House should be

Ruckus in UP Assembly
during Governor's address

Lucknow:
Samajwadi Party and
Congress MLAs raised
the 'Go Back Gover-
nor' slogan in the Uttar
Pradesh state assembly
as Governor Anandibesn
Patel addressed the as-

sembly.
Meanwhile, Chief
Minister Yogi Adit-

vanath appealed the
opposition to cooper-
ate 50 that the session
can run peacefully till
March 5.

CM Yogi Adityanath
said, "t is not only the
responsibility of the
government but also
the responsibility of
the opposition to run
the session smooth-
ly. The standards that
the double-engine BJP

overnment has set in

e last about 8 years
for the development of
UP are unprecedent-
ed. Tts glimpse is seen
through the speech as
well as through the
discussions inside the
House. Naturally, the
frustrated and dis-
appointed opposition
tries to run away from
discussing these issues
and tries to create ab-
stacles in the proceed-
ings of the House. If
the opposition helps

1%
in taking forward the
meaningful discussion,
then I guess that thi:
can be a very good ses-
sion."

He further said that
in the history of the
state there are very
few moments when
the session has been
called for such a long

duration.
Yogi Adityanath
said, "The session will

start with Governor's
speech. The budget
for the whole year will
be passed during this
session. Carious oth-
er issues related to
people's welfare and
development are also
discussed during this
session. From tomor-
row there will be dis-
cussion on Governor's

£
speech. On Fel)ruaw

20 from the year 2025-
26 the state budget of
Uttar Pradesh would
be presented in the
Vidhan Sabha. The
session will start today
and go on till March 5."
Onthe daythe budget
session of the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly got
underway, Samajwadi
Party leaders protest-
ed in front of the state
legislative  assembly
ainst  the  deaths
which happened dur-
ing the Mahakumbh
stampede.
Notabl

one  Sa-

majwadi’ party leader,
while condemnmg the
government, symbol-
ically got the ‘ashes' of
the government's eth-
1cs.

a platform for discus-
sion and debate,” he
asserted.

The chief minister
also pointed out the sig-
nificant transformation
in Uttar Pradesh’s per-
ception on a national
and global scale under
the BJP-led double-en-
gll'lE government over
the East eight years.

ese achievements
will be reflected in the
governor's address and

assembly discussions,”
he added
The chief minis-

ter said while Uttar
Pradesh is emerging as
a center of atiraction
globally, a despondent
opposition often tries
to avoid discussions on
such developments.

Adityanath said
the governor's
address and  the

presentation of the
budget are crucial
events where every
member, including
the opposition, can
put forth their views

effectively. |

Himachal Pradesh Governor
honoured Dr. Sonia Rawat with 'Best

h Social Service Excellence Award'

Shimla:

He urged the op-
position to engage in
constructive  debates,
stating thdt d\e budget
session could be hig El
productive if they con-
tribute positively.

The session, sched-
uled until March 5, will
provide a platform for
members to discuss
the governor's address,
raise key issues, delib-
erate on general and
orant  demands, and
acilitate the passage
of important legislative
proposals.

Deputy chief min-
isters Keshav Prasad
Maurya and Brajesh

athak were also pres-
ent during the interac-
tion along with cabinet
ministers Suresh Khan-
na and Dharampal Sin-
gh and Chief Secretary
Manoj Kumar Singh.

Caz Brain Private Lim-
ited organized a grand
‘Creators and Busines:
Excellence Award 202;
program in Shimla, the
capital of Devbhoomi
Himachal Pradesh.
Businessmen and cre-
ators from all over the
country attended the
program. Where His
Excellency Governor of
Himachal Pradesh Shiv
Pratap Shukla honoured
Dr. Sonfa Rawat with
the 'Best Social service
Excellence Award',

Dr. Sonia Rawat was
given this honour for
doing better work in the
field of social service.
Dr. Sonia Rawat is the
trustee of Hamara Sa-
marpan Trust. Through
ler organisation, she
has done better service
in the health awareness
campaign in the field of
health care in different

parts of the country. It
is very important to pro-
vide information about
health in the backward
arcas of the country
where health services
are not good.
After being honoured
by His Excellency the
Goverrior in ‘Zhlmla, Dr.
Sonia Rawat said, "This
honour is not mine but
of all those people who
are working for the wel-
fare and betterment of
the society. T will always
put my heart and soul
in making the people of
the country aware about
health. Today, this hon-
our has boosted my mo-
rale further so that T will
be able to serve more
people better. Today,
peaple need to be more
awate abotit health, so
that people's lives can
run smoothly. Hamara
Samarpan Trust is com-
mitted to its service.

CM Dhami launches e-Vidhan Sabha
apphcatlon at Vidhan Sabha Bhawan

ter Pushkar Singh Dhami,
along with Uttarakhand

Legislative Assembly
Speaker Ritu Khanduri
Bhushan, launched the
e-Vidhan Sabha Applica-
tion (NeVA) for the Legis-
lative Assembly session at
Vidhan Sabha Bhawan in
Dehradun.

CM Dhami also paid
a courtesy visit to As-
sembly Speaker Ritu
Khanduri Bhushan in
the Assembly premises.

The initiative aims
to digitize legislative
prnceedings, enhanc-
ing transparency and
efficiency in govern-
ance. Speaking on the
occasion, CM Dhami
emphasized the im-
portance of adopting
digital solutions to

streamline assembly
operations.

National e-Vidhan
Application  (NeVA)

is one of the 44 Mis-
sion Mode Projects
(MMPs) under the
"Digital India Pro-
gramme" of the Gov-
ernment of India
which aims to make
the functioning of all
the State Legislatures
paperless by trans-
forming them into
'Digital House'.

Work on "Zero Tolerance" policy started
to curb drug abuse: Apoorv Devgan

Rajan Punchhi

Mandi: Work on "Zero
Tolerance” has been
started to curb drug
abuse and the police
administration must be
iinplemented to break
the supply chain.

Inaugrating a Narco
Coordination  Center
and Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan in the auditori-
um of Police Line Mandi,
Deputy Commissioner
Apoorv Devgan said that
today's youth is easily
attracted towards drugs.
It is necessary for the
society to come togeth-
er to bring such persons
back to the mainstream.
While drug abuse dark-
ens the future of the
youth, it is also a wor-
rying situation for our
society.

He said that united
efforts are being made
to remove this trend of
drug abuse with public
participation in Mandi.
For which SDM, DSP,
SHO are running a cam-
paign together at the lo-

cal level and cooperation
will also be expected
from the public repre-
sentatives.

He said that whatever
support is required from
the police and admin-
istration by the public
representatives and lo-
cal people for the cam-
paign, they will continue
to get it. He also request-
ed all the institutions of
the district to cooperate
in adopting a zero toler-
ance policy against drug
abuse in the district.

He further said that

the officers who have

not adopted schools
vet, should also adopt
schools soon and visit
the schools from time
to time and encourage
the children not to take
drugs.

He called upon all the
departments to run spe-
cial activities on drug
prevention through their
respective departments
during the Internation-
al  Shivratri Festival.
Devgan said that efforts
will have to be made to-
gether to prevent today's

young generation from
falling into the pit of
drug abuse and they will
have to be made aware
about the evils of drug
abuse and its ill effects
on human life.

He called uwpon the
young generation to stay
away from drug abuse
and use their energy in
the reconstruction of the
society. He also called
upon the parents to keep
an eve on the daily activ~
ities and behavior of the
children and pay atten-
tion to protecting them
from evils like drug abuse
and make them aware.

dditional Distriet
Magistrate Dr. Madan
Kumar said on this oe-
casion that police and
health department
should inspect de-addic-
tion centres from time
to time. He said that
there are 4 de-addiction
centres running in the
district, out of which
one is government and
3 are working in private
seclor,

Inwplred
Modi's ionary
concept of 'One Na-
tion, One Application,
NeVA is a significant
step towards making

the Assembly pro-
ceedings entirely pa-
perless.

Earlier on Monday,
Pushkar Singh Dhami
held a meeting on
Monday at the Secre-
tariat to discuss the
Dehradun  Elevated
Corridor, where he di-
rected officials to ex-
pedite the work on the
Rispana and Bindal
Corridor.
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The Chief Minister
has instructed the of-
ficials to request co-
operation from the
Center by connecting
the Dehradun Ele-
vated Corridor to the
Expressway and to
start work from the
State Sector soon. In
view of the rapid in-
crease in the popula-
tion and num]ber of
vehicles in Dehradun,
the increase in the
number of tourists
and the possible in-
crease in traffic after
the construction of
the Delhi-Dehradun

'i \!‘*"h}"
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Expressway, the Chief
Minister has directed
to start the work of
Dehradun  Elevated
Corridor soon.

The construction
work of an 11 km long
four-lane elevated
corridor is to be done
on the bed of the Ris-
pana river and 15 km
long on the bed of
the Bindal river. The
public services, pow-
er lines, high-tension
lines, and sewer lines
located inside these
rivers are to be dis-
placed outside the riv-
er.

Agra Taj Mahotsav inaugurated
by SP Slngh Baghel

Akash Jain/ Rajesh
Tomar

ac
Agra Taj Mahotsav has
started from Tuesda
and continue till March
2. The Mahotsav, was
inaugurated by Union
Minister of State Profes-
sor SP Singh Baghel, D
mnal  Commissioner
Shailendra Singh, D
trict Magistrate Arvind
Mallappa Bangari, Chief
Development Officer
Pratibha Singh.

The main events will
be held in Shilpgram
from February 18 to
March 2. Programs will
be held from February
18 to February 27 at Sa-
dar Bazar, Sursadm Au-
ditorium. "I Love Agra
Selfie Point and Yamuna
Aarti Point, have been
placed. Programs will
be held in Atal Udyan on
February 22-23, Fate-
hpur Sikri on February
23, Bateshwar on Febru-
ary 22, Taj Nature Walk,

Keetham from February
28 to March 2.

There are a total of 376
stalls in the Taj Mahot-
say. Marking has been
done in front of every
stall. ACP Taj Security
Areeb Ahmed said that a
total of 100 CCTVs and
60 security guards will
be deployed along with
the police administra-
tion in the Shilpgram
premises. A temporary
police post has been set
up.
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Turkiye detains
282 suspects
in large-scale
operation
against PKK
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Kremlin official says Trump-Putin

meeting unlikely next week

Rivadh:

Ankara:

Turkish police have de-
tained 282 suspects in the
past five days in a large-
scale operation targeting
the banned Kurdistan
Workers' Party, or PKK,
Interior Minister Ali Yer-
lll\ﬁa said Tuesday.

e suspects were de-
tained across 51 provine-
es, the minister said on
the X social media plat-
form.

The detentions came
despite renewed efforts
between Ankara and the
PKK to resolve a conflict
that has claimed tens of
thousands of lives. These
efforts are expected to in-
clude a call by the PKK's
imprisoned leader, Ab-
dullah Ocalan, for his
group to lay down arms.

Yerlikaya said those
detained are suspected of

providing financial sup-
port to the PRK, recruit-
ing

he top diplomats
I from Russia and
the U.S. met Tues-
day in Saudi Arabia to
discuss improving ties
and negotiating an end
to the war in Ukraine —
talks that reflected a ma-
jor and rapid change in
American foreign policy
under President Donald
Trump.
0 Ukrainian offi-
cials were present at the
meeting, which came as
the beleaguered coun-
try is slowly but steadily
losing ground against
more numerous Russian
troops in a grinding war
that began nearly three
years ago. President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy said
his country won't ac-
cept any outcome from
this week's talks if Kyiv
doesn't take part. Eu-
ropean allles have also
1 concerns they

in propaganda and par-
ticipating in violent street
protests.

Police seized two AK-
47 assault rifles and other
weapons during the raids,
the minister said.

Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan's
government has widened
a crackdown on the op-
position in recent months,
arresting journalists and
politicians among others.,

Several elected Kurdish
mayors have been ousted
from office and replaced
with state appointed of-
ficials for alleged links to
the PKK. The latest was
on Saturday, when the
mayor of Van munici-
pality in eastern Turkey
was removed from his
post and replaced with
the state-appointed gov-
ernor.
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are bemg sidelined.
Beyond Ukraine, the
meeting — attended by
U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, Russian

Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov and other senior
officials — had been ex-
pected to focus on thaw-
ing relations between
the two countries, whose
ties have fallen to their
lowest level in decades.
Tt was also meant to
pave the way for a meet-
ing between Trump
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin. After the
talks wrapped, Pulin's
foreign affairs advisor,
Yuri Ushakov, told Rus-
sia’s Channel One that
no date has been set yet

for that summit but that
it was “unlikely” to take
place next week.
Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters on Monday that
the talks will be primar-
ily focused on “restor-
ing the entire range of
U.S.-Russian relations,
as well as preparing pos-
sible talks on the Ukrain-
ian settlement and or-
ganizing a meeting of
the two presidents.”
U.S. State Department
spokeswoman Tammy
Bruce said the meeting

is aimed at determining
how serious the Rus-
sians are about wanting
peace and whether de-
tailed negotiations can
be started.
The recent U.S. dip-
lomatic blitz on the war
has sent Ukraine and
key allies scrambling to
ensure a seat at the ta-
ble amid concerns that
‘Washington and Mos-
cow could press ahead
with a deal that won't be
favorable to them.

Kyiv's absence at Tues-
day's talks has rankled

-
“The delegations of
the two countries
need to work close-
ly together. We are
ready for this, but
it is still difficult to
talk about a specific
date for the meeting
of the two leaders,”

Ushakov said. l

many Ukrainians, and
France called an emer-
gency meeting of Euro-
pean Union countries
and the U.K. on Monday
to discuss the war.

Bruce has said that
even though Ukraine
will not be at the table
Tuesday, any actual
peace negotiations will
include the country.
Kyiv's participation in
such talks was a bed-
rock of U.S. policy un-
der Trump's predeces
sor, Joe Biden, whose
administration also led
international efforts to
isolate Russia over the
war.

4 paramilitary personnel
killed in Pak's Kurram; aid
convoy attack toll rises to 2

Peshdwar
Four paramilitary person-
nel were killed and five
others injured when un-
known militants attacked
their squad in Pakistan's
violence-hit Kurram,
where an aid convoy was

also targeted.
According to security
officials, the militants

ambushed the paramil-
itary Kurram Militia
squad in Lower Kur-
ram’s Ochit area late on
Monday, where an aid
convoy carrying essen-
tial supplies was am-
bushed earlier in the day.
The injured and dead
were shifted to a hospi-
tal, where the condition
of one injured was stat-
ed to be critical. The
military, which typical-
ly issues statements in
such situations, has yet
to comment.
ck on the aid

n sectarian vi-
olence-hit Kurram dis-
trict in the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province killed
a truck driver and in-
jured 15 others. Late last
night, another injured
succumbed to injuries,
taking the toll to two, ac-

cording to officials.

The convoy, which was
travelling from Thall to
Kurram, was attacked at
multiple locations along
the route, prompting of-
ficials to turn the convoy
of 64 vehicles back to
Hangu as a precaution-
ary measure,

It is the latest in a se-
ries of violent incidents
in Kurram, which has
been a hotbed of vio-
lence for decades, with
deep-seated tribal and
sectarian conflicts often
resulting in bloodshed
and prolonged block-
ades.

The latest wave of vi-
olence erupted in No-
vember 2023, when two
police-escorted convoys
were ambushed, killing
at least 40 people. Since
then, over 150 people
have lost their lives in
recurring clashes.

A ceasefire deal was
reached between the
warring Sunni and Shia
tribes on January 4 after
sectarian clashes result-
ed in the killing of 133
people in the district be-
tween November 21 and
December 2.

Musk has no formal decision-making authority: White House

___Washinglon:

Elon Musk is not an of-
ficial employee of the
Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency (DOGE)
and has "no formal au-
thority to make govern-
ment decisions", accord-
ing to a White House
court filing.

The world's richest
man is widely seen as the
de-facto head of DOGE,
created by US President
Donald Trump, which
has sought drastically
to reduce government
spending including

with thousands of job
cuts.

Trump  had
nounced in November

an-

that "the Great Elon
Musk... will lead the
Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency
('DOGE')."

According to the fil-
ing on Monday by Josh-
ua Fisher, director of the
Office of Administration,
Musk "is an employee of
the White House... as a
non-career Special Gov-
ernment Employee" and
a "Senior Advisor to the
President.”

"Like other senior
White House advisors,
Mr. Musk has no actual

or formal authority to
make government deci-
sions himself. Mr. Musk
can only advise the
President and commu-
nicate the President's
directives," Fisher said.
"The U.S. DOGE Ser-
vice is a component of
the Executive Office of
the President. The U.S.
DOGE Service Tem-

rary Organization is
within the U.S. DOGE
Service. Both are sep-
arate from the White
House Office,” he said in
the filing.

"Mr. Musk is an_em-
ployee of the White
House Office. He is not
an employee of the U.S.
DOGE Service or U.S.
DOGE Service Tempo-
rary Organization. Mr.
Musk is not the Tempo-
rary Administrator," he
added.

Fisher's filing was
made in a case brought
against Musk by 14 US
states, including New
Mexico.

In a joint interview
with  Musk due to
be broadcast on Fox

News later on Tues-
day, Trump took aim at
critics saying that the
Tesla founder was the
one running the White
House.

"I think nobody in
history has ever got-
ten more bad pub-
licity than me... But
you know what T have
learned Elon? That
people are smart, they
get it," Trump said in
an excerpt of the inter-
view.

Musk added:
they do actually.”

"Yeah

Sensex, Nifty End Lower
Amid Foreign Fund Outflows

Mumbai:
Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty end-
ed marginally ~lower
on Tuesday as unin-
terrupted foreign fund
outflows and slowdown
in corporate earnings
continued to hit inves-
tors' sentiment.

After a day's breath-
er, the 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex
ended 29.47 points or
0.04 per cent lower at
75,967.39. Intra-day, it
dropped 465.85 points
or 0.61 per cent to

75,531.01.

The NSE Nifty dipped
14.20 points or 0.06
per cent to settle at
22,045.30.

From the Sensex pack,
IndusInd Bank, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra, UltraT-
ech Cement, Hindustan
Unilever, Sun Pharma,
Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices, ITC and Asian
Paints were among the
biggest laggards.

NTPC, Zomato, Tech
Mahindra, Power Grid,
Kotak Mahindra Bank
and HCL Tech were
among the gainers.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offload-
ed equities worth Rs
3,937.83 crore on Mon-

day, according to ex-
change data.

"On Tuesday, the In-
dian blue-chip equi-
t\ indices, Sensex and
, closed with a
sl.l[,ht decline, primari-
ly due to a slowdown in
earnings and concerns
over ongoing foreign
selling, which affect-
ed market sentiment,”
Ameya Ranadive, Char-
tered Market Techni-
cian, CFTe, Sr Technical
Analyst, StoxBox, said.

In Asian markets,
Seoul, Tokyo and Hong
Kong settled in the pos-
itive territory  while
Shanghai ended lower.

European  markets
were quoting mostly
lower.

US markets were
closed on Monday in ob-
senance of 'President’s

(zlobal oil benchmark

Brent crude climbed
0.73 per cent lo USD
75.77 a barrel.

The Sensex climbed
57.65 points or 0.08
per cent to settle at
75,996.86 on Monday,
ending an eight-day
losing run. The Nifty
rebounded 30.25 points
or 0.13 per cent to
22,959.50.

India Company Registrations:
28 Lakh Companies, 65% Active

New Delhi:

ore than 28 lakh
companies are
registered  in

the country and only 65
per cent of them or little
over 18.1 lakh compa-
nies are active, accord-
ing to official data.

Among those regis-
tered under the Compa-
nies Act, 2013, just 5,216
are foreign companies
and out of those, 63 per
cent or 3,281 entities
were active at the end of
January.

Latest data from the
corporate affairs minis-
try also showed that a to-
tal of 16,781 companies
were registered with a
collective paid up capital
of Rs 816.14 crore last
month.

"A total number of
28,05,354 companies
were registered in the
country as on 31st Jan-
uary, 2025, of which

5 per cent (18,17,222)
companies stand active.
There is an increase of
0.14 per cent in the to-
tal proportion of active
companies with respect

to registered compa-
nies when companed to
December 2024," the
ministry said in its lat-
est monthly information
bulletin.
As many as 9,49,934
companies have been
shuttered.

In terms of sectors, the
maximum number of
active companies were

in business services at
27 per cent, followed by
manufacturing (20 per
cent), trading and com-
munity, personal and
social services (13 per
cent).

The highest number of
active companies were in
Maharashtra, followed
by Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal.

"An increase in the
number of active compa-
nies is witnessed in the
states of Maharashtra,
Uttar Pradesh and Delhi
as compared to Decem-
ber 2024.

"Among the Union
Territories, Jammu and
Kashmir showed a rise
of 112 companies in
contrast to December

Among those regis-
tered under the Com-
panies Act, 2013,
just 5,216 are for-
eign companies and
out of those, 63 per
cent or 3,281 entities
were active at the
end of Janual

2024," the ministry said.
on January 31,
there were 5,216 foreign

companies  registered
in the country and out
of them, 63 per cent or
3,281 entities were ac-
tive.

"Of the 16 new over-
seas business enlilies
that were registered with
Ministry of Corporate
Alffairs during November
2024 - January 2025,
37.50 per cent were es-
tablished in Delhi, 18.75
per cent in Kerala, 12.50
per cent in Tamil Nadu,
6.25 per cent in Andhra
Pradesh, Haryana, Kar-
nataka, Maharashtra
and Telangana each,"
the ministry said.

AB InBev empowers 2,000+ farmers & produces 14,000+ tons of Barley in 2025

Farrukhnagar:
AB InBev India, the
leading beer and bever-
age company, marked
the 5th Annual Barley
Growers Day, reaffirm-
ing its commitment to
fostering a resilient and
prosperous farming
community through its
pioneering SmartBar-
ley Program. With over
2,000 farmers engaged,
the initiative has signif-
icantly enhanced barley
cultivation across Har-
vana, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh—regions
that collectively contrib-
ute more than 50% of In-
dia's barley production.
The event underscored
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AB InBev's unwav rmg
commitment to building
thriving  communities
and resilient agricultur-
al supply chains by em-

financial stabili
The event showcased a
comprehensive displays

of crop ~management
trials and innovative ag-
ricultural technologies,
and success stories from
more than 350 progres-
sive farmers. Since its
inaugural edition in
Sirsa in 2016, which fo-
cused on upskilling and
digital connectivity for
1,000 farmers, the pro-
gram has evolved into
a comprehensive agri-
cultural transformation
initiative.

A cornerstone of AB
InBev's global Smart
Agriculture initiative,
the SmartBarley pro-
gram has been instru-
mental in driving sus-
tainable practices and

1mp\‘ovmg livelihoods

key Dbarley-growing
rcglom since 2009. The
initiative has achieved
remarkable suceess,
delivering  consistent
yield improvements of
5-15% and maintaining
an unprecedented 99%
compliance rate with
industry quality stand-
ards, demonstrating the
power of combining tra-
ditional farming wisdom
with modern agricultur-
al innovation.

"The beer industry
stands as a powerful
catalyst for economic
growth in India, uniqu
ly positioned at the in-
tersection of agriculture,

manufmumng, and hos-
pitality,” said Kartikeya
Sharma, President, AB
InBev India. "Our sec-
tor's strength lies in its
inherently local and
natural character, cre-
ating value from farm

to glass. The impact
extends far beyond
direct employment

- from empowering
thousands of farmers

through  sustainable
agriculture to ener-
gising an  extensive

network of suppliers,
retailers, and hospital-
ity partners. Through
our SmartBarley Pro-
gram, we're leveraging
this multiplier effect

al scale, transforming
barley cultivation into
a cornerstone of rural
prosperity while build-
ing a more sustainable
and resilient agricultural
future for India.”

The SmartBarley Pro-
gram has emerged as a
transformative force in
India's agricultural land-
scape, introducing inno-
vative solutions to mod-
ernize barley cultivation.
At its core, the initiative
takes a multi-faceted
approach to agricultur-
al advancement, com-
bining cutling-edge
research in crop devel-
opment with hands-on
farmer education.

India
Unemployment
Rate Dips to
6.4% in Q4
2024

for people aged 15 years
aboy

and above in urban areas
dipped to 6.4 per cent in
the  October-December
quarter, according to the
National Sample Survey
Survey (NSSO).

Joblessness, or unem-
ployment rate, is defined
as the percentage of un-
employed people in the
labour force.

e unemployment
rate in the December
quarter of FY24 was 6.5
per cent. However, the
rate stayed flat when
compared sequentially.

In the preceding Ju-
ly-September  quarter
of FY25, the rate of un-
employment for people
aged 15 years and above
in urban areas was at the
same level of 6.4 per cent,
the 25th Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS)
showed.

The  unemployment
rate among females (aged
15 years and above) in
urban areas  declined
to 8.1 per cent in Octo-
ber-December 2024 from
8.6 per cent in the same
quarter a year ago. The
rate was 8.4 per cent in
July-September, 2024.

Among males, the un-
employment rate in ur-
ban areas remained flat
at 5.8 per cent in Octo-
ber-December 2024 as
compared to the rate of
the same quarter a year
ago. The rate was 5.7 per
cent in July-September,

2024.
Izaﬁsour force partic-

ipation rate in Current
Weekly Status (CWS) in
urban areas for people
aged 15 years and above
increased to 50.4 per cent
in  October-December
from 49.9 per cent in the
same quarter a year ago.
The rate was 50.4 per
cent in the July-Septem-
ber 2024.
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Lookits tough and there is
“ always going to be hype

when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
isin rare company at his
age,—— Simon Katich

Champions Trophy set to start amid
debate on relevance of 50-over cricket

B Eight teams will vie for a trophy, often talked up as tougher to win than the
World Cup, and also to script a new chapter in their own cricketing story.

Dubai/Karachi

nirigue, uncertainty, hackstage

drama. The ICC Champions Tro-

phy has seen it all even before the

curtains go up on the tourna-
ment and it would only get more stir-
Ting over the next three weeks, starting
with the opening clash between Pak-
istan and New Zealand in Karachi.

Eight teams will vie for a trophy, of-
ten talked up as tougher to win than the
World Cup, and also to script a new
chapter in their own cricketing story.

While India will fight it out in Dubai,
others will be primarily based in Pak-
istan, which would get to Host its first
1CC event since the 1996 World Cup.

Several barriers had to be hurdled
over to cobble this tournament to-
gether after eight years. The touma-
ment is also crucial amid the raging de-
bate an the relevance of OD] cricket,
which is struggling to find its space
amid the rage for T20 cricket and the
devotion for Test format.

Perhaps, 0o other ericketing event in
the recent past has been harried so
much by long-standing geopolitical
tensions, stubbornness by adminis-
trative boards of two important par-
ticipants, and the nail-biting anxiety
over the readiness of venues in the
main hosting nation.

The chaos has been an endearing
throwback to the gos when ericket in
the sub-continent resembled a hastily
organised party.

But ull these pre-tournament jitters
will be forgotten onee the teams enter
the field, and the first of them will be
Pakistan and New Zealand.

If anyone needs a reminder, then
Pakistan had won the last edition of the
Champions Trophy in 2017.

The opening matceh in itselfis a cu-
rious clash — a talented-yet-volatile
Pakistan unsure of its own destiny
against a team for which order is every-
thing.

But the blue riband match of the
tournament will be on February 23

Williamson recalls NZ's
rivalry with Pakistan
ahead of CT opener

New Dethi
New Zealund stalwart Kane
Williamson taok 4 trip down memo-
1y lane before the Champions Trophy
opener and reminisced about his past
encounter against Pakistan in Karmachi

After squaring off against the de-
fending champions, Pakistan, in the
ODI tri-nation series twice and sail-
ing to victory on both oceasions, New
Zealand will face the Men in Green in
dlhe tournament apener on Wednes-

lay.

Before taking the field in Karachi,
Williamson recalled the cherished
memories he had forged against Pak-
istan in recent years,

In a video posted by the ICC on In-
stagram on Tuesday, Willamson
watched a clip of his mind-boggling
cateh to dismiss Pakistan opener Ab-
dullah Shafique in the 2023 World
Cupin India.

"In the moment, you're just trying
to focus on what's important, where
you need to be and try to get there as
quickly as possible and keep your
head nice and still and hope that it
goes in, and on that occasion, it did,"
‘Williamson said in a video posted by
the ICC.

With his eyes fixated on the ball,
‘Williamson sprinted back and took a
stunning diving catch, showcasing a
remuarkable piece of athleticism.

"It was nice to beback onthe field.
Afinger injury felt insignificant com-
pared to a knee injury, which took six
months to recover from. Taking that
cateh, | kind of duginto the ground,”
headded.

Itwas a high-stakes clash between
New Zealand and Pakistan in the
2023 ODI World Cup in Bengaluru.
New Zealnd had sailed to a mam-
moth 401/6, courtesy of Rachin
Ravindra's fiery 108(04).

Howeyer, Fakhar Zaman's scorch-
ing 126" kept Pakistan ahead of the
DLS target before rain intervened in
the mouth-watering affair. Williamson
recalled the high-pressure match and
felt rain had plaved a decisive role as
Palistan pulled off 2 21-run victory via
the DLS method.

CHANIONS

\\hm India m}\eonl akistan, uahc_nng

s, political grand-st. nndm),\ and
the social media battle.

That marquee showdown will be in
Dubaias India remained steadfast in its
refusal to set foot on Pakistani soil ow-
ing to security concerns.

Last dance of Kohli, Rohit? — But be-
yond such team equations, certainin-
dividual plavers would want this tour-
nament to be a memorable one,

On top of the list are India's batting.
talismans Virat Kohli and Rohit Shar-
ma. They have been magnificent ser-
vants of the game over the last decade
and half.

Few in modern era were able to
match their achievements and aura.
But now, these two titans have reached
the last lap of a long race, and would
want to bow out in a blaze of glory.

_It's tough to imagine Kohli and Ro-

ia’sODI1 xc! -up 1f~
terthe Ct ions Trophy i

pions Trophy will bring the role uf head
coach Gautam Gambhir under scruti-
ny,

Gambhir might have receivix a tem-
porary relief after India’s domination
aver England in the recent home series,
but not it wouldn't e enough to brush
under the carpet, India's recent travails
against New Zealand and Australia.

But & global trophy will certainly give
hima much better ground to stand.

From 4 team perspective, India will
be eager to wrest their first ICC trophy
in the go-over format after their tri-
umph in the 2013 Champions Trophy
under the enigmatic Mahendra Singh
Dhoni. It will be a perfect parting gift
to Kohli and Rohit and a welcome
carpet to some young names such as
Shubman Gill who are set to take India
into the future. The challenge! In-
dia are playing a brand of ODI et
that makes them instant favourites to
win the tournament, They have adopt-
edan ive approach and have a

of the outcome.

It might even impact their future in
Test cricket, as a lukewarm outing
here might force the selectors to mull
over their roleahead of India’s tour to
England in June,

Similarly, a failure to win the Cham-

varied line-up, brimming with talent.
But such caleulations can go wrong
beeause ofa had moment or session, as
it happened in the 2023 World Cup fi-
nal when India succumbed to Anstralia
after a middling batting effort.
The Aussies themselves are without

India’s bowling coach Morkel returns

home due to family emergency

Dubai
India’s bowling coach Morne Morkel
hag left for his home in South Africa
due to a family emergency, reliable
sources said on Tuesday.

Morkel, who was appointed for
the job in September last year, had
travelled to Dubai with the Indian
team on Saturday. and also attended
the side’s first practice session ahead
of the ICC Champions Trophy be-
ginning on Wednesday.

The 4o-year-old former South
African pacer was. how
around for the Indian team
practice session on Monday.

The development comes just as
India geared up to began their cam-
paign with a match against
Bangladesh at Dubai I ional
Cricket Stadium here on Thursday.

The Indian bowling attack for the
1CC towmament comprises specialist
pacers and one fast-bowling all-
rounderin Hardik Pandya.

Pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah
was ruled out of the event due to low-
er back injury, leaving the task of
shouldering the fast-bowling re-
sponsibility on Arshdeep Singh,
Harshit Rana and Mohammed Sha-
mi, with Pandya being the fourth
option.
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The 40-year-old former
South African pacer
was, however, not
around for the Indian
team’s second practice
session on Monday.

Pakistan is the host nation of the
tournament, but India will be plaving
all their matches in Dubai as per the
hybrid model agreed by the con-
cerned stakeholders.

The much-awaited matchbetween
Incia and Pakistan is scheduied t

their premier pacers Pat Cummins,
Mitchell Starc-and Josh Hazlewood.
But the two-tume champions still pack
apunch as they have a batting unit to
meet the demands of ODI format,

Oncee a feared white-ball team, Eng-
land have slipped a few rungs as age
and form have caught up with some of
their leading performers.

But do the likes of Jos Buttler, Joe
Root and Liam Livingstone have one
last roar left in them? Or will some of
their new stars such as Harry Biook or
Ben Duckett eut open a new path? New
Zealand are also travelling on freshav-
enuie following the retirement of Trerit
Boult and Tim Southee.

Kane Willinmson is their trump card
and the Kiwis would hope that he fires
for them toearn their maiden white ball
1CC trophy.

South Africa too will have a similar
goak: They had wan ICC Knockouts
Trophy in 1998, but not bagged any-
thing in recent times and the Temba
Bavarma-led side will be hoping fora re-
versal of fortune.

But for that to happen, the Proteas
hould coat their minds with steel in
crunch situations.

It's applicable to Pakistan as well. if
they can stop obsessing over the match
against India and not treat it as the fi-
nal frontier’, then the home side is a
dangerous opposition.

Their pace attack is top-natch and
they have some batters like Fakhar Za-
man arkd Salrman Ali Agha who can turn
on the heat on the rivals.

Afghanistan, who have transformed
into a formidable white-ball outfit,
also can put other teams under im-
mense pressure through a squad that
has Rashid Khan and Rahmanullah
Gurbaz. Bangladesh now has receded
to the periphery of ericketing con-
stitusness, but can they pull of a stun-
wer a8 they had done in the 2007 50+
over World Cup? It would be a fitting
tribiute to a tournament that has already
gone throngh several disruptions.

They Made Hlstory Our Naval

Sayan Chatterjee
New Delhi

Tn a moment that will be etched in the
annals of cricketing history, Vice Ad-
miral Krishna Swaminathan, Vice Chief
of the Naval Staff, felicitated Indian
Navy ericketers Suraj Vashisht, PO,
and Shubham Rohilla, PO, for their ex-
traordinary achievement at the presti-
gious Ranji trophy. The duo's record-
breaking, unbeaten 376-run chase
against Odisha has secured their names
inthe record books and showcased the
indomitable spirit of the Indian Navy on
the cricket field.

The fourth-innings chase of 376 runs.
without the loss of a single wicket is now
the highest in the history of first-class
diicket. With unwavening determinatitn
and masterful strokes, Suraj Vashisht
and Shubham Rohilla meticulously

i led the Oclisha bowli
delivering a performance that left crick-
et enthusiasts across the nation inawe.

Vice Admiml Swaminathan com-
mended players, saving, "This historic
featis a testament w the discipline, per-
severance, and fighting spirit that de-
fine our sailors and cricketers, We are
immensely proud of Suraj and Shub-
ham for their phenomenal perform-
ance.” The remarkable partnership

o attac]

take place on Sunday.

was erized by grit and grace, as
the two cricketers displayed excep-

India will feel Bumrah's absence
very strongly, says Dhawan

Duhai

India will feel Jasprit Bumrah's
absence “very strongly” in the
Champions Trophy but they still
have a great chance to win the
tournament considering their re-
cent form and a host of match-
winners at their disposal, reckons
former opener Shikhar Dhawan.

While the event starts in Pakistan
on Wednesday, India start their
campaign a day later with a match
against neighbours Bangladesh at
the Dubai International Cricket
Stadium.

Pace spearhead Bumrah was
ruled out of the tournament due to
a lower back injury, having taken
the maximum load during India’s
five-match Test series against Aus-
tralia.

“My concern is they are going to
miss Jasprit Bumrah, there is no
doubt he will be a big absence and
I think they will feel it very strong-
v." Dhawan wrote in an 1CC col-
umn published on Tuesday.

“For me, he is the best bowler in
the world, and his aceuracy is hard
to replicate. He is also a very calm
character and that is crucial in a
huge 1CC event like this.” Dhawan
is, however, backing Shubman Gill
and Harshit Rana to sizzle in the
tournament.

“At the same time, Harshit Rana
has come into the side and 1 think
that is really exciting — keep an eye
on him, I think he could have &
breakout tournament.

“1 like his attitude, he is a go-get-
fer and he is not afraid of any-
thing, He accepts challenges and we
have seen in the England series
that he is in form.

1 am sure he will look to seize this
opportunity and, if he does, he
eould provide a real X-factor for In-
dia.”

Going by recent form and team
strength, Dhawan found it hard to
look beyond India when the dis-
cussion turned to title contenders.

“There are a lot of reasons to be
optimistic for India. They have a
very balanced side, especially with
the bat ~ there is a nice blend of ex-
perience and youth.

Shubman Gill, in particalar, is so

tional composure under pressure. Their
achievement stards as a beacon of in-
spiration, not enly for aspiring naval
sporispeople but also for the broader
ericketing community,

tent and he has a big role to
1 think he will have a great
tournament.

“Rohit Sharma has found form,
Virat Kohli is there; they are a top
side and will take some stopping.”

Dhawan is also not ruling out
teams such as South Afriea, New
Zealand, Australia and hosts Pak-
istan, to whom India lost in the ti-
tle clash in the Inst edition in the
UK.

“1 really like South Africa in this
tournament as well. They have
played congistent cricket and have
everything you need 10 win sucha
huge tournament - experience,
strength-in-depth and X-factor
players like Kagiso Rabada.

“Lalso like Pakistan, they
hard to beat in home conditi
and also New Zealand — who are
just always there or there abouts.

“Australia have struggled in their
series with Sri Lanka but they some
great batters; Travis Head is in
great form, and I'm really excited to
see Steve Smith.”

Dhawan is one of the most sue-
cessful batters in the tournament’s
history having scored 701 runsin 10
innings al an average of 77.88. He
hit three centuries in the tourna-
ment, with his best being 125
against Sri Lanka in 2017,

'he 1ICC Champions Trophy
means a great deal to me. We won
in 2013 and then reached the final
in 2017, and both times | finished
as leading run-scorer,” he added.

Cricket Stars

pmle in fostering !nknl he)nnd mar-
el h keting tri-

umph underscores the success of that
mission. The entire Navy fraternity
and cricket fans nationwide join in

The Indian Navy takes i

c ing this glorious

Kohli, Rohit near endgame as India chase Champions Trophy glory

Dubai
India captain Rohit Sharma and su-
perstar batsman Virat Kohli enter the
Champions Trophy this week with in-
tense focus on their dwindling powers
and speculation over when they will re-
tire. The 37-year-old Rohit and Kehli,
26, got back among the rums tosome de-

greginindia's 3-0 ODhome sweep of

England last week. But both have been
mired in lang lean patches in Tests and
have already retired from T2o cricket
following last year's World Cup tri-
umph.

Ageis dearly catching up with the duo
ahead of India's first match of the 50-
over Champions Trophy, against
Bangladesh on Thursday in Dubai.
Neither player — both mainstays of a

formidable India team for more than 15
years — has said what their plans are.
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But one Indian media rcp-m citing
anomnymoussources at the cricket board,

said opener Rohit had been pressed to
make a decision on his future by the
time the tournament ends.

Rohit's Test career already looks
aver, the skipper having "rested” forthe
decisive, final Test against Australia.
"Hopefully they know when the right
timeto playis," India's 1083 World Cup-
winning eaptain Kapil Devsaid. “When
they think it is not, they will call it off."
Fallowing the bruising 3-1 Test defeat
in Australia, India's board ordered con-
tracted players to play domestic crick-
et.

Butboth flopped, with Rohit scoring
three and 28in his first and second in-
nings for Mumbai in the Ranji Trophy
and Kohli scoring six off 15 balls for Del-
bi. If the idea was to help them play their

way back into form, it did not work. De-
spite intense conjecture about their
futures India head coach Gautam
Gambhir said the two stalwarts will have
"massive roles" to play at the Champi-
ons Trophy-

India, who will play their games in
Dub.u after refusing to visit nugh-

d hosts Pakistan, a

towin the titlefor a thind time. "Not con-
fident’ Rohit came into the England
ODis with just 31 runs in three match-
esinthe Australia Test series defeat. He
scared two in the first ODI against
Englind before tolling back the years in
the second with a 9o-ball 119. Former
India batsman Sanjay Manjrekar was
seeptical that Rohit could push on from
there.
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We struggled to

impose our

game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
los Buttler

New Delhi

ouble Olympic medallist

shooter Manu Bhaker said

Jaspal Rana will continue

to be her "coach” despite
the Dronacharya awardee being
roped in as the high performance
trainer for the pistol discipline by the
National Rifle Association of India
(NRAI) earlier in February.

Rana, a four-time Asian Games
gold medallist, had had a falling out
with Bhaker before the Tokyo
Olympics, but they reconciled be-
fore the last year's Paris Games,
where the latter made history by
bagging two bronze medals.

Under Rana's personal guidarnce,
Bhaker, who was struggling after the
Tokyo Games, made a remarkable
comeback and became the first Indi-
an to win two medals in a single edi-
tion of the Olvmpics since Inde-
pendence.

She won bronze medals in 10m air
pistol and 10m air pistol mixed team
events in Paris to create history.

But itwouldn’t have been possible
without Rana's guidance and Bhaker
agrees toit.

Rananow has been roped in as the
high performance coach for pistol

shooters by the NRAI but Bhaker still
considers him as her mentor.

"Honestly, 1 only have to say one

thing, that he (Rana) is my coac!
[that's] all T know and he is ver

Zelezny's tweaks will take me to

90m mark soon:

New Delhi

Neeraj Chopra

Two-time Olympic medal-winning
javelin throw star Neeraj Chopra has
revealed that his new coach Jan
Zelezny has figured out mistakes in his
Il.xh_mqm and \\mﬂd now make some

s throwing routine t
nclucve- the gom mark that the Indi-
an star is pursning for a while.

The 26-year-old, while speaking to
India Today, also opened up about his
hush-hush wedding to former tennis
player Himani Mor last month, saying
that their relationship was a casual
friendship at first “but slowly we fellin
love™.

Chopra has been trying hard to hit
the 9om mark. His personal best
standsat 89.94m which was achieved
in 2022 His season begins in May with
the Diamond League and would m;uk
the itive start of his
with Zelezny, a former Olympic and
world champion who also holds the
world record (08.48m).

“I'believea 9o+ throw is happening
soon. He (Jan Zelezny) has made
some technical adjustments in my
game,” said Chopra.

“He (Zelezny) feels that his tweaks
would help me. I've been able to un-
derstand what he expects from me.
One of the mistakes that he told me
about was how I'was throwing very low
even in Parisand that T was leaning to-
wards the left.

“If 1 am able to incorporate those
changes, I think I will get a lot better,”
hea

But the Panipat-lad insisted that the
milestone is still not as important as
winning medals for the country.

I want to do it myself. But, going to
a competition and winning a medal
against people who have previously
thrawn 9o meters is even more im-
portant. There's no point in throwing
gometers and not winning.

“What if everyone throws go+ there
and despite throwing 90, you don’t
win? 1 want to throw more than go
meters; everyone believes [ean do that.
Klaus (Bartoniet, his former coach) be-
lieved it, Zelezny belieyes it.

“It will come off if 1 can fix the javelin
line. I am giving my 100 percent, and
that is important for me,” he added.

He also spoke about the groin injury
that marred his season last vear.
Chopra has consulted a doctor ree

along time. I wasn't able to give 100

“He (Zelezny) feels that
his tweaks would help
me. I've been able to un-
derstand what he expects
from me. One of the mis-
takes that he told me
about was how | was
throwing very low even in
Paris and that | was lean-
ing towards the left,

percent in my technigque because of my
injury. 1 went to Zelezny's doctor in
Prague, and he suggested some exer-
¢ises. Tam working on that, so hope-
fully it helps, and I am able to give my
100 percent,” he said.

We slowly fell in love

Opening about his ).uarrmgo that
stunned everyone, Chopra
and Mor wanted it tobe
fair and that’s why they chose a town
near Solan.

“Tknew her. She also comes from a
family with a sports background, and
so dowe. Her father and mother were
kabaddi players. Her hrothers were
boxers and wrestlers,” Chopra said.

“She herself was o tennis plaver, but
after picking up injuries, she focused
more on her studies,” he added.

Shedding light on how their rela-
tionship developed over a period of
time, Chopra said being athletes, they
eould connect easily.

“Because our families had a sports
background, we had the opportunity
tomeet. Our conversations began like
that— just two athletes talking. Tt was
casual at first, but slowly, we fell in
love,” he said.

Their wedding. pictures, which
Chopra shared onsocial media a cou-
ple of days after the ceremony. took the
internet by storm.

Although only family memhers\wert‘
invited for the nupti als, Chopra
most of his close circle of friends was
aware that he was tying the knot and
he would soon be planning a celebra-
tion with those who couldn’t be a
part of the function.

-..Families and friends knew. I
wanted to return to training hecause
the season was about to start. I thought
it would anly be possible after the sea-
son. Inviting everyone would have
taken time," he explained.

good at what he does. He is very, very
talented and he has been a great
coach for me," she said.

"All I know and all I can say is that
he is my coach. Of course, he can be

anyone else's l(hth as well, but for
Bhaker said af-

Monday night.

Rana had earlier served as the na-
tional coach for the juniors for about
a decade, building a strong base for
Indian shooting.

After the Paris Olvmpics, Bhaker
took a long break and was working on
her sore elbow.

Upon her return to the competitive
cireuit at the national trials here ear-
lier this month, Bhaker finished sec-
ond behind Rh\'zhm Sangwan — but
she was satisfied with her perform-
ance. "It was a pretty decent come-
back. I am satisfied with what 1 have
achieved in the trials,” she said.

Talking about her future plans,
Bhaker said: "We will be going for
World Cups in April, and then we
have some domestic competitions in
June.

“It will be followed by another
World Cup in Munich. Then we will
have the World Championshiy
probably in late October or Nove:
ber. My target is the World Champi-
onships. I want to peak at the right
time for the World Championships,”
she added

terwinning  the BBC por of
the Year 2024 award at a glittering
function in New Delhi on 17 February,

The s ding World Cham-
pionships will be held in Cairo, Egypt,
from 6-16 November 2025,

[ have not resigned, will complete tenure:
Mary Kom denies quitting IOA panel

New Delhi

The Indian Olympic Association's ath-
letes commission chairperson and hos-
ing legend M C Mary Kom has denied
ernrtsllml shehas resigned fromher
position, insisting that she has been
mistmderstood and will complete her
tenure in the panel.

The g2-year-old Manipuri, who is
also a 2012 Olympics bronze-winner,
had travelled to Haldwani for the Na-
tional Games closing ceremony last
week where she expressed her dis-
pleasure over being lodged at an "infe-
rior hotel”.

Mary Kom said her outburst has
been misconstrued as resignation. "1
have not resigned. 1 will complete my
tenure (wltich ends in 2026)," she as-
serted.

“Twas merely telling my fellow (ath-
letes commission) members that if this
kind of treatment happens again, 1
will consider resigning. I never said that
lLam resigning. I0A is my family and if
Tam unhappy over something, Thave
everyright to expressit.

"This does not mean that T am re-
signing,” she went on.

Mary Kom was elected to the panel
in 2022 with table tennis stalwart A
Sharath Kamal as vice-chairperson.

The commission also features two-
time Olympic medal-winning shuttler
PV Sindhu, former shot putter Om
Prakash Karhana, Winter Olympian

Barcelona returns to top
of La Liga with 1-0 win
over Rayo Vallecano

Barcelona returned to the top of the
Spunish league on goal difference af-
ter Robert Lewandowski's first-half
penalty secured a 1-0 win over Rayo
Vallecano. The Catalan club on Mon-
day took advantage of weekend slip-
ups by Real Madrid and Atl'tico
Madrid to move onto 51 points, the
same as Madrid and a point clear of
Atl'tivo. Madrid drew 1-1 at Osasuna
on Saturday and Atletico was held by
the same score at home by Celta
Vigo.

Barcelona took the lead after 27
minutes when Pathe Ciss brought
down "igo Mart'nez in the box, and a
penalty wasawarnded after a video re-
view. Lewandowski sent the keeper
the wrong way from the spot. Both
sides had chances to score after that.
Augusto Batalla ed well from
Lamine Yamal, who was playing the
100th game of his career, while at the
otherend Jorge De Frutos had the ball
in the net for Rayo only to see it
ruled out for offside.

Shiva Keshavan, London Olympics
bronze-winnin poter Gagan Narang,
rower Bajrang Lal, fencer Bhavani
Devi, former women's hockey captain
Rani Rampal, and Tokyo Olympie
ver-winning weightlifter Mirabai
Chanu.

"Tdon't know why isit 131.11 every time

Iraise my voice for somed  itis mis-
understood like this? Lot of my fellow
atliletes speak their mi nd nn 50 mﬂm
issues but nobody gets

the only question 1 asked.” she insist-
ed.

"Next thing 1 know, people are
ing I have resigned. Where is the re
ignation? Has anvone seen it?" she
asked.

Askedifshe hashad a word with I0A
President P'T Usha on this matter, Mary
Komsaid, "I haven't been able to con-
nect with her because my phone was
mlsphned But l m]] speak QO]ILF, 1 have
with her."

Mary Kom said.

"I was put up in a bad hotel when 1
went for the National Games closing
ceremony despite the fact that a better
hotel was available. If others could be
accommodated, why not me? Thatwas

One of the most decorated Indian
athletes, Mary Kom has been on the
athletes forum of the International
Olympic Committee (I0C) in the past
and has a fairly good experience of the
administrative side of sports.

Real Kashmir

move up the

ladder as Namdhari
pay the penalty

Srinagar
Real Kashmir FC scored a home win as
they beat Namdhari FC 1-0 after an
early strike by Paulo Cézar in their I-
League match here on Tuesday.

With five victories in the last seven
games, the Snow Leapards have re-
covered from their poor form in the
mid-season and re-announced them-
selves in the 2024-25 title race,

Brazilian striker Paulo Cézar scored
the only goal of the game from the
penalty spot in the seventh minute,

Real Kashmir, who are the only
side yet to Jose at home this season (six
winsand three draws), have overtak-
en Namdhari for second spot with 26
points in 15 matches,

On the other hand, the Punjab side
arein a shump, winning justone of the
last five games that has seriously dent-
ed their title chances.

Inter Kashi, who will meet SC Ben-
galuru later in the day, are currently in
fourth place with 24 points from 14
matches. The result also ensured
Churchill Brothers, who are at 28
points, will remain top of the table un-
til the end of Round 13, at least.

Real mir were their usual con-
fident selves at home and began on the
front foot, with Karim Samb earning
the penalty after being tripped by
Joseph Gordon. Paulo Cézar stepped
up and sent goalkeeper Jaspreet Singh
the wrong way to score his sixth goal
of the season and put the hosts ahead.

The Snow Leopards’ lead would've
beendoubled in the 20th minute if not
for a sensational last-ditch tackle by for-
mer Real Kashmir defender Lamine
Moro.

Karim Samb, who was slipped
through on goal by Asrar Rehber,
rounded Jaspreet and seemingly had
an open net to aim at until Moro exe-
cuted an impeccable slide, nickingthe
ball off the Senegalese's feet barely a
yard out of the goal.

Mohammad Inam, who seored Real
Kashmir's winner against Gokulam
Keralst in the previous round, looked
lively again.

A fow minutes before half-time, he
cut through the middle and hit a pow-
erful shot that was palmed away by
Jaspreet. The attack was kept alive by
the hosts and Asrar set up Karim
Samb, whose first time shot was
blocked by Harpreet Singh as Namd-
hari contintied to defend desperately.

‘The visitors had been rather bluntin
attackin the first half and their talis-
man Cledson Carvalho da Silva was
aching to change that in the second.
The Brazilian often lacked support in
the final third and had to rely solely on
himself. In the 62nd minute, he got half
asight of goal for the first time in the
match after getting some space behind
Aminou Bouba.

Tennis: Teenager Joao Fonseca wins
first ATP Tour title at Argentina Open

Buenos Aires
Teenager Joao Fonseca won his first
ATPTour titleat the Argentina Opei on
Sunday, announcing himself as one of
tennis’ brightest talents.

The 18-vear-old Brazilian became
the 10th-youngest player to win an
ATP Tour title as he stunned home fa-
vorite Francisco Ceriindolo 6-4; 7-6(1)
in Buenos Aires, according to a CNN re-
port.

The vietory on clay also made Fon-
seca the second-youngest South Amer-
icanto win atitlein the Open Eraafter
Argentina’s Guillermo Pérez Roldin in
1987.

“For me, this (moment) that T'm liv-
mg is just unbelievably nseca said
in his on-court interview after the
match against Cenindolo, adding: "My
realdream is to play tennis. Of course,
Iwant to be No. 1; of course, T'want to
win slams, titles, but my dream is just
to play tennis and I'm living it.”

Fonseca had even reached Sunday's
final, hisfirston the ATP Tour, was re-
markable enough. He saved two match
points against Mariano Navone in the
quarterfinals and also needed three
sets to beat Laslo Djere and Federico
Coria prior te facing Ceriindolo.

But Fonseca showed few signs of fa-
tigue against the world No. 26. The pair
exchanged breaks in the first two games
of the match before Certindolo missed
a gettable drive volley to go 4-3 belind.

Powered by his juggernaut forehand,
Fonseea went on to claim the opening
set with a crucial first ace of the match.

Another error from Cerdindolo, this
time a wayward cross-court forehand,
handed the tenagera break in the sec-
and set, but Fonseea was unable to serve
out for the match on two oceasions — at

5-4 and again at 6-5.

He rallied in the tie-break, however,
and stormed into a commanding lead
before completing the one-hour, 45-
minute victory with a forehand winner,

At No. 99in thewarld, Fonseca is the
lowest-ranked champion in the histo-
ry of the Argentina Open and the first
man born in 2006 or later to win a tour-
level title. He has risen to No. 68 in the

rankings with the win.

Having made his ATP Tour debut in
2023, Fonseca won the ATP Next Gen
Finals — a tournament for the world’s
best male players aged 20 or younger
—in December.

He then enjoyed the biggestupset of
his career at the Australian Open a
month later, defeating ninth-seed An-
drey Rublevin the first mund after com-
ing through qualifying.

Overcoming the raucons home crowd
10 defeat Certindelo on Sunday, he
said that he had moved “closer to my
dream of becoming world No. 1.”
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Production begins on
G D Naidu biopic

Chennai

. Madhavan, one
of the most cele-
brated and influ-
itial starsin In-
dian cinema, is set to leave
an indelible mark with his
portrayal of G.D. Naidu, the
visionary scientist hailed as
the “Edison of India.” The
biopic G.D. Naidu, directed
by Krishnakumar Ramaku-
mar, has been years in the
making, with a com prehen-
sive five-year
development pro
Madhavan shared the
highly-anticipated
poster of the film on social
media, expressing his ex-
citement with the heartfelt
caption, “Need all your bless-

ings and good wishes.”
Alongside Madhavan, the
n impressive cast

arch and

S5,

Babu, Priyamani ete, with
music by the talented Govind
Vasantha. As production of-
ficially kicks off, Madhavan's
commitment and passion
ensure that G.D. Naidu's re-

Saqib, Saba on
working with
Sudhir Mishra
in 'Crime Beat'
Mumbai
rking with
Sudhir
Mishra on
web  series
"Crime Beat" was alearning
experience for actors Sagib
Saleem and Saba Azad, who
called the veteran director
oneof the "easiest guys” tabe
around and a "grounded”
person with the energy levels
of a newcomer.

Saleem and Azad play
erime journalists in the up-
coming ZEE5 show, which
has Mishra on board as
showrunner and co-divector
along with Sanjeev Kaul.

Based on Somnath
's book "The Price
"Crime Beat" will
start streaming from Febru-
ary 21,

starring R Madhavan

markable journey will be
brought to life in a way that
will captivate and inspire
audiences worldwide.

Currently, Madhavan’s
Hisaab Barabar is the most
searched movie on OTT plat-
forms, further solidifving his
status as one of the most
keen followed and sought-af-
ter actors in the industry.

His upcoming projects,
including Aap Jaisa Koi
alongside Fatima Sana
Shaikh and Test, which is set
to release on OTT, further
showcase his remarkable
versatility and consistent
ability to deliver compelling
performances across a di-
verse range of roles.

With an ever-evolving fil-
mography that seamlessly
blends artistic brilliance with
mass appeal, Madhavan con-
tinues to push the bound-
aries of his craft, reinforcing
his reputation as an artist
whose work not only enter-
tains but leaves an everlast-
ing impact on audiences
across the globe,

Salman Khan shares new
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poster of 'Sikandar’ on producer
Sajid Nadiadwala's birthday

Mumbai
ikandar, the highly
anticipated film
starring  Salman
Khan, is creating a

lot of buzz among fans. The
excitement has been build-
ing ever since the film was
announced, and each new
reveal has added to the an-
ticipation. The movie, pro-
duced by Sajid Nadiadwala,
promises to be an action-
packed ride, and it marks
another major collaboration
between Salman Khan and
the renowned producer.
On Sajid Nadiadwala's
birthday, the excitement
reached new heights with
the release of a fiery new
poster of Sikandar. This new
poster, which showeases
Salman Khan in a powerful
new look, has set the inter-
neton fire. Fans were over-

joyed, and the film's pro-
duction house acknowl-

edged the over-
whelming love by
saying, "Toall
the amazing
fans, your
patience
means
th e

world

tous. A

little gift
a n
#Sajid-
Nadiad-
wala’s birth-
day, after the
love we've received
on Sikandar!"

The excitement doesn’t
stop here. Fans are eagerly
awaiting a big surprise on
Tebriary 27th, which has
only made the anti i
grow. While the first teaser

and poster had already

caught the
The

at-

excitement
doesn’t stop here. Fans
are eagerly awaiting a big
surprise on February 27th,
which has only made the antici-
pation grow. While the first
teaser and poster had already
caught the attention of view-
ers, this new poster adds
her layer of in-

trigue.

tention
of viewers, this new poster
adds another layer of in-
trigue.

Although the plot of the
film is still under wraps, the
powerful visuals and Salman

Khan's intense look are
sparking more curiosity.

The filmmakers, along
with Salman Khan, are care-
fully creating a sense of sus-
pense, teasing fans with
just enough 10 keep them
hooked without reveal-
ing too much. With
every new update, the
wait for Sikandar be-
comes even more
thrilling,

Sikandar is set to re-
lease during Eid 2025,
and fans are eagerly look-
ing forward to seeing
Salman Khan and Rashmi-
ka Mandanna on the big
screen. Directed by A.R. Mu-
rugadoss and produced by
Sajid Nadiadwala, the film is
expected to be an explosive
cinematic experience, with
even more surprises to
come!

Casting directors have freed
Hindi cinema from stock

New Delhi
abana
Azmi s
one  of
the  well-
known
veteran

During

the trailer launch of Dabba
Cartel, Shabana Azmi re-
veals how casting directors
have saved Bollywood from
caricature casting.
Shabana Azmi on cast-
ing directors in Bollywood
Talking about the con-
versations on Dabba Cartel
sets, Shabana said, “Well,
the simple answer to your
question is No. We didn’t
discuss any of those. But
for me, the advent of casting
directors has broughta huge
change. Because look at
what the casting directors
have done, its freed Hindi
cinema from stock charac-
ters. Yeh Om Prakash ji
karenge, yeh Shivraj ji
karenge, etc, ete, they have
just freed it. And we have
got the most fascinating
faces which are authentic.
And what that does, Ithink

Selena Gomez opens up on her
relationship with Benny Blanco

Washington
elena Gomez and
Benny Blanco re-
cently opened up
about their rela-
tionship, how they met,
and their engagement.
Gomez said she didn't
think that she had "life fig-
ured out in any way" but
spoke about the impor-
tance
of

how Blanco, 36, treated

Tactually feel valued. Ifeel
seen. I feel respected. And
Tthink that's all I've

ever really

want-

gets so weirded
out by me saying this,
but genuinely, 10 years ago,
I'wasn't in a space in my life
where | could have accepted
the kind of patience, the kind
of unconditional love that
he gives me," she

shared.

ed People.
She added, "I've kind
b of been alone in
the world. 1
s

alone for five years before
we got together, and T think
that really helped me ap-
preciate like
Ben."

"He gets so weirded out
by me saying this, but
genninely, 10 years
ago, [ wasn'tina
space in my
life where 1
could have
accepted the
kind of pa-
tience, the
kind of un-
conditional
that
gives me,"
shared.
Gomez appreciated
Blanco for his uncondi-
tional love on In-
stagram in No-
vember
2024,

"Not

someone

love he

she

only do you love me un-
conditionally... You always
get me my Taco Bell Mex-
ican pizza." she wrote
alongside a picture of Blan-
co, reported People.

Meanwhile,  Blanco
spoke about the impor-
tance of listening to your
partner. "Find your best
friend and don't settle," he
advised Interview. "Happy
wife, happy life."

Gomez and Blanco, who
met in 2013 through
Gomez's mom, Mandy
Teefey, began dating in
2023 and announced their
engagement in December
2024,

On February 13, the cou-
ple announced a surprising
musical collaboration af-
ter teasing a project in Jan-
. I Said 1 Love You
the first album
done together, re-
leases on March 21. The
first song from the album,
"Scared of Loving You" is
already available to
stream, reported
People.

characters: Shabana Azmi

to mainstream actors is
when you are surrounded,
you know because acting is
all about reacting. When
you see you'are surrounded
by authentic characters you
start to pull up your socks.”
Sheadded, “Thisis one of
my favourite examples 1
say, Rishi Kapoor ki jo Karz
thi, itne saal pehele it was
stich a huge hit. You can see
that he is not playing the
guitar but he is strumming
it. He is not doing anything
with the chords. Today, it is
impossible, T don’t think
any actor could get away
with this, And that any actor
would think it is okay, the
actor would take the chal-
lenge and leam. So, Ithink
this in itself is a growth in
actors and the fact that we
are now taking many more
interesting faces.

Actress Juhi Chawla
dip in Triveni Sangam,
says "Most beautiful
morning in my life"

Prayagraj

ctress Juhi Chawla

took a holy dip in

the Triveni

Sangamattheon-
going Maha Kumbhin Praya-
graj on Tuesday and called it
the "most beautiful” experi-
ence of her life.

Juhi Chawla, known for
films like 'Qayamat Se Qaya-
mat . 'Hum Hain Rah
Ke', Yes Boss','Dart’and
'Ishq' has joined the list of
Bollywood celebrities who
visited the ongoing Maha
Kumbh Mela inn Prayagraj.

Varun Dhawan drops BTS
photo with Sunny Deol
from Border 2 sets

Jhansi #BhushanKumar, #Nid-
ctor Varun  hiDutta. co-producer #Shiv-

Dhawan shared an

adorable behind-

e-scene photo

with actor Suny Deol from

the set of Border 2 on Tues-
day.

The shooting for the
much-anticipated sequel of
the 1997 epic is currently
taking place in the rugged
cantonment of Jhansi.

In the photo shared by
'Badly' actor, the duo were
seen sitting on a military
tanker while posing for the
photograph.

Varun donned a white vest
along with a blue shirt. He

limented his outfit with

Chanana, #BinoyGandhi, &
director #AnuragSingh. Jan-
uary 23, 2026--gear up fora
saga of valourand sacrifice!”

Directed by Anurag Singh,
‘Border tto bea grand
cinematic spectacle with a
star-studded ensemble cast
that includes Sunny Deol
reprising his legendary role,
Varun Dhawan, Diljit Dosan-
jh, and Ahan Shetty.

The original film, helmed
by JP Dutta, was a land-
mark in Indian ¢cinema, de-
picting the 1971 India-Pak-
istan war, and introduced
audiences to unforgettable

h like Suniel Shet-

brown pants, black sports
shoes, and sung 5, Sun-
ny Deal ware a blue shirtand
green cargo for the photo.

"Sunny day
saab ji. #border2 #indian-
army Jan 2026"

T-Series; the official pro-

Hameraa

The actress also paid grat-  ducer of Border 2, shared a
itude to the policeandothers  picture of the whole team
for the grand an a  fromthe of Jhasi.
one of the largest spiritual It featured producers

gatherings in the world.
While recalling her expe-
rience from the visit, Juhi
Chawla said, "This morning
has been the most beautiful
morming in my life..I took a
holy dip in the Sangam. 1
didn't want to leave that
place. ltwas an amazing and
beautiful experience.

Bhushan Kumar, Nidhi Dut-
ta. actor Sunny Deol and
Varun Dhawan along with
others,

""Action, legacy, and patri-
otism! #SunnyDeol on the
sets of #Borderz2 in the
rugged cantonment of Jhan-
si, alongside #VarunD-
hawan, Producer

ty's portrayal of BSF officer
Bhairav Singh.

A special moment in the
sequel's development is the
casting of Ahan Shetty, who
steps into his father, Suniel
Shetty's shoes.

In a heartfelt Instagram
post, Ahan shared his emo-
tional connection to the
Border franchise. "Border is
more than a film--it's a lega-
¢y, anemotion, and a dream
come true," Ahan wrote.

Reflecting on his deep
connection with the film, he
added, "Tronic how life
works--my journey with
Border started 29 years
ago, when mom visited dad
on setwhile pregnant with
me.





