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'If it is Lt Guv has
to do everything,
impose President's
Rule': AAP

Gopal Rai

SC notice to UP
authorities on
contempt
petition over
razing mosque in
Kushinagar

8

530 million
devotees have
taken holy dip in
Triveni Sangam
so far: Yogi
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Indian Women's
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winning ways
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Cyber Cell summons
Ranveer Allahbadia over

'India's Got Latent' row
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"Lot of anxieties in
some parts of the
world," EAM Jaishankar
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Gyanesh Kumar likely to be new
CEC, PM-led panel clears name

W A 1988-batch IAS officer from Kerala cadre, Kumar is the senior-most Election Commissioner

vanesh  Kumar,
who was appoint-
ed the Election

Commissioner in March
2024, is likely to succeed
Rajiv Kumar as the new
Chief Election Commis-
sioner.

Sources privy to devel-
opments said the name
of Kumar, considered
close to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, was
cleared by the Selection
Committee for the CEC
led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
consisting of Shah and
Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gan-

dhi.

A 1988-batch IAs of-
ficer from the Kerala
cadre, Kumar is the sen-
ior-most Election Com-
missioner, the other
being S.S. Sandhu, who
was also appointed in
March 2024.

The final appointment
would be subject to noti-
fication which is expect-
ed any time now. Rajiv
Kumar demits office on
February 18.

Importantly, once
confirmed, Gyanesh Ku-
mar will be the first ap-
pointment of CEC under

ces

the new CEC and Other
Election Commissioners
Bill, 2023, which came
into force in December
2023 and is currently
facing a legal challenge
in the Supreme Court.

The apex court is to
hear the case on Febru-
ary 19, with Rahul Gan-
dhi attending the Selec-
tion Committee meeting
today only to demand
that the same be post-

SC puts off pleas on Places
of Worship Act to April

New Dethi

lhe Supreme Court
on Monday ad-
journed for April

the hearing of pleas filed
challenging the validity
Places of Worship (Spe-
cial Provisions) Act 1991,
which preserves the
character of religious
places as they existed on
August 15, 1947.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India Sanjiv Khan-
na and Justice PV Sanjay
Kumar posted the matter
for hearing in the week
commencing April 1.

CJI Khanna, who was
sitting in a two-judge
combination for the
day, said that the mat-
ter requires a three-
judge bench and also
expressed concern over
the growing petitions
and applications related
to the Act.

In the morning, the
bench said, "It won't be
taken today. It's a three-
judge bench matter, We
are in a two-judge bench
combination today."

CJI Khanna remarked
that the case would be
heard '"sometime in
March",

The CJI also took ex-
ception to many inter-
vention applications
being filed in the case
and also similar writ pe-
titions either challeng-
ing the impugned Act or
seeking impl ion

grounds in the pending
matter.

Indian National Con-
gress Party, CPI(ML),
All di jli

(AIMIM)  head
duddin Owaisi, Jamiat
Ulama-I-Hind, India
Muslim Personal Law
Board, Committee of

of the Act and said there
should be a limit to such
applications.

Later in the day, the
bench then passed a
short order clarifying
that all fresh petitions
in the case would stand
ismissed but these pe-
titioners  would have
the liberty to file ap-
plications raising new

Anjuman
Intezamia Masjid which
manages the mosque in
the Gyanvapi complex,
Shahi Idgah mosque
committee of Mathu-
ra — among others filed
applications in the top
court against the peti-
tions challenging the
validity of certain provi-
sions of a 1991 law.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

poned for two to three
weeks to enable the top
court to hear the case.

The Supreme Court is
set to hear petitions that
have challenged the CEC
and Other Election Com-

missioners Bill, 2023, on
grounds that the Selec-
tion Committee is biased
in the Executive’s favour
with the three members
comprising the Prime
Minister, a Union Min-
ister named by the gov-
ernment and the Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha.

The Congress, later
articulating the party’s
stand on the issue, said
the government did not
need to operate on ego
and could have post-
poned the meeting for
few weeks and waited
for the Supreme Court
judgment.

Congress leader Ab-
hishek Singhvi said the
party demanded that the
Centre file an early hear-
ing and disposal appli-
cation in the case before
the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court
had on March 2, 2023,
passed a judgment say-
ing it was important for
a level-playing field that
the commiltee to select
the CEC and Election
Commissioners should
have the Prime Minister,
Chief Justice of India
and Leader of Opposi-
tion. Agency
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Sam Pitroda's
remark on 'India-
China' stokes row

ra

Tnata Party

Monday cited
dian Overseas Congress
leader Sam Pitroda's re-
ported comments down-
playing Chinese threat
to India to target the
opposition party, claim-
ing that his remarks are
in line with its leaders'
statements in support of
China.

Addressing a press
conference, BJP spokes-
person Sudhanshu
Trivedi claimed that
what Pitroda has said
symbolises the mindset

on
In-

of the Congress.
He has openly ac-
knowledged the Con-

gress agreement with
the China's ruling party,
the BJP leader said.

Pitroda was report-
ed to have said that he
does not understand the
threat India faces from
China, claiming that it is
often blown out of pro-
portion.

It is a blow to India's

HIGHLIGHT

Sam Pitroda was re-
ported to have said
that he does not un-
derstand the threat
India faces from Chi-
na, claiming that it is
often blown out of
proportion.
prestige, Trivedi said,
claiming it appears from
his comments that as if
India is the aggressor.
The BJP spokesper-
son and Rajya Sabha
MP also took up the is-
sue of funding from the
US-based ground into
India for "voter turnout”
and the ruling party's
allegation against Con-
gress MP Gaurav Gogoi
for links to Pakistan to
hit out at the opposition

party.

Asserting that there is
no escape route for the
Congress now, he said
the opposition party
must come out with a
clarification. Agency

SC reinstates Solan mayor, terms her
disqualification "political goondaism'
L 2

New Delhi

lhe Supreme Court
on Monday rein-

stated Solan May-
or Usha Sharma in her
post for the remainder
of her tenure, saying her
disqualification was a
case of “political goon-
daism”.

The matter was heard
by a bench comprising
justices Surya Kant and
N. Kotiswar Singh. The
apex court made its Au-
gust 20, 2024 order ab-
solute. The apex court
had stayed her disqual-
ification while terming
her removal “a case of
male bias.”.

“The interim order
of August 20, 2024, is
made absolute. Any in-
terference with the order
will invite consequenc-
es,” said the bench while
adjourning the matter
after a year.

During the hearing, a
counsel, representing
Sharma, urged the apex
court to make its in-
terim order of last year

Next Delhi CM likely to take oath
at Ramlila Maidan on February 20

New Delhi

fter the 27-year-
long wait, the
haratiya Janata
Party is set to return to
the national capital as
the oath-taking ceremo-
ny of the next Delhi Chief
Minister is likely to take
place on February 20 at
Ramlila Maidan, a Party
top source said.

The party formed the
government in Delhi
after defeating the Aam
Aadmi Party in the re-
cent assembly elections,
securing 48 out of 70
seats. However, the sus-
pense over the CM of
Delhi still remains as the
party has yet to make an

>

announcement.
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Home Min-

ister Amit Shah, Chief
Ministers from BJP-
ruled states, NDA lead-

ers, Union Ministers,
and other prominent
figures will attend the

ceremony, a Party top
source said.

The final rehearsal for
the oath-taking ceremo-
ny at Ramlila Ground
is scheduled for tomor-
row at 11 AM. According
to recent updates, the
BJP MLAs will meet on
February 19 to elect the
new Delhi CM, and the
oath-taking  ceremony
will be held on February
20 at 4:30 pm party top
source said.

BJP leaders and police
personnel will inspect
the final arrangements
tomorrow. Preparations
for the oath-taking cer-
emony of Delhi's new
CONTD ON PAGE-2
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absolute and informed
the bench her tenure
will be completed next
¥ A counsel, repre-
senting the respondents,
tried to interject. At this
juncture, the bench said
it does not want to pass
any strictures in the or-
der at present, as it is a
case of “political goon-
daism”.

The apex court in Au-
gust last year had issued

| =55l

notice on a plea filed
by Sharma and former
mayor Poonam Grover.
The petitioners moved
the apex court against
the June 2024 order of
the high court uphold-
ing their disqualification.
The apex court had kept
in abeyance the fresh
election for the post of
the mayor of Solan in
Himachal Pradesh till
further orders.

HIGHLIGHT

® Mayor Usha Sharma
and ex-mayor Poonam
Grover were disqual-
ified by government
for defying party di-
rections during elec-
tion of mayor and
deputy mayor held on
December 7, 2023

“Meanwhile, the oper-
ation of the order dated
June 10, 2024, disqual-
ifying the petitioners
as councillors. of ward
no.12 and ward no.8 of
the Municipal Corpora-
tion, Solan, Himachal
Pradesh, as well as the
operation of the im-
pugned judgement of the
high court dated June 25,
2024, shall remain stayed.
Resultantly, the first pe-
titioner shall be allowed
to continue and perform
her duties as mayor of the
municipal  corporation,
Solan, Himachal Pradesh,
till further orders,” it had
said. Agency

India's exports decline in Jan,
Trade Deficit Widens

_ New Delhi -
a's  exports de-
clined for the third
month in a row in
January by 2.38 per cent
to USD 37.32 billion due
tovolatility in petroleum
prices and global uncer-
tainties.

The trade deficit wid-
ened to USD 222.99 bil-
lion as imports rose by
10.28 per cent year-on-
year to USD 59.42 bil-
lion in January, accord-
ing to the Commerce
Ministry data.

Cumulatively, during
April-January this fiscal,
exports rose by 1.39 per
cent to USD 358.91 bil-
lion and imports by 7.43
per cent to USD 6019
billion.

Trade deficit, the dif-
ference between imports
and exports, during the
ten-month period wid-
ened to USD 242.99 bil-
lion,

While the deficit was
USD 21.94 billion in De-
cember and USD 16.55
billion in January last
year.

Commerce Secretary
Sunil Barthwal told
reporters that despite
economic uncertainties
in the world, India's ex-
ports are doing better in
both goods and services
sectors.

He said that sectors
like electronics, phar-
ma, rice and gems and
jewellery are register-
ing health growth rates
during the month under
review.

"Despite conflicts, and
tariff retaliation around
the world, we are do-
ing well," Barthwal said,
adding India's goods
and services exports
would cross USD 800
billion in 2025-25.

Agency
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They challenged the
petitions filed by some
Hindu petitioners say-
ing that entertaining
the pleas against the
Act will open floodgates
of litigations against
countless mosques
across India. Filing in-
tervention application
in the case they sought
dismissal of pleas chal-
lenging the Places of
Worship Act.

The apex court is
seized of several pe-
titions pertaining to
challenge to the Act
and strict implementa-
tion of the Act. The pe-
titions had challenged
the constitutional va-
lidity of Sections 2, 3,
and 4 of the Places of
Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act 1991, which
it said violates the prin-
ciples of secularism and
the rule of law, which is
an integral part of the
Preamble and the basic
structure of the Consti-
tution.

The sections violat-
ed several fundamen-
tal rights including the
right to equality and
freedom to practice re-
ligion, said the pleas.

The Places of Wor-
ship Act prohibits alter-
ing the religious nature
of any place of worship
and imposes strict pen-
alties for violations.

On December 12, the
top court restrained all
courts across the coun-
try from passing any ef-
fective interim or final
order including orders
of survey in pending
suits against existing
religious structures.

It had also ordered
that no fresh suits can
be registered over such
claims while the court
is hearing pleas chal-
lenging the Places of
Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991.

Daughter of the Kashi
Royal Family, Maharaja
Kumari Krishna Priya;
BJP leader Snbrama-
nian Swamy; Chintam-
ani Malviya, former
Member of Parliament;
Anil Kabotra, a retired
army officer; advo-
cates Chandra Shekhar;
Rudra Vikram Singh,
resident of Varanasi;
Swami Jeetendranand
Saraswati, a religious
leader; Devkinandan
Thakur Ji, resident of
Mathura and a religious
guru and advocate Ash-
wini Upadhyay among
others have filed the
pleas in the apex court
against the 1991 Act.

The pleas challenged
the Places of Worship
Act saying that the Act
takes away the rights
of Hindus, Jains, Bud-
dhists, and Sikhs to
restore their 'places of
worﬂhxp and pilgrima;
es', destroyed by inv: ag
ers.

Pleas of Hindu peti-
tioners challenging the
1991 Act stated, "The
Act excludes the birth-
place of Lord Rama
but includes the birth-
place of Lord Krishna,
though both are the
incarnation of Lord
Vishnu, the creator and
equally worshipped all
over the world."

The pleas said that
the Act has taken away
the right to approach
the Court and thus
right to judicial remedy
has been closed.
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Leader of oppn among 4 BJP MLAs suspended
from West Bengal assembly budget session

Kolkata:

eader of Opposi-
tion in the West
engal  assembly

Suvendu Adhikari and
three other BJP MLAs
were suspended from
the ongoing budget ses-
sion by the Speaker on
Monday for alleged un-
ruly behaviour in the
THouse.

Speaker Biman Baner-
jeesuspended Agnimitra
Pal, Bankim Ghosh and
Biswanath Karak, apart
from Adhikari, till the
end of this session in the
West Bengal assembly
or for 30 days, which-
ever is earlier, after they
came down to the well of
the House, tore up busi-
ness papers and threw
those away.

The BJP members, led
by Adhikari, went to the
well of the House raising
slogans after the Speaker
refused to hold a discus-
sion on an adjournment
motion brought by Pal.

The BJP MLAs there-
after staged a walkout
from the House.

The adjournment mo-
tion was brought by the

BJP to highlight alleged
intimidation at some
places in the state over

Saraswati
Puja earlier this month.
Pal later told report-

Five-year integrated Master
of Public Health program
launched at SRMIST

Chennai:
School of Public Health
at SRM Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology
(SRMIST), Chennai has
recently 1 hed an in-

——
The program is open
to students who
have completed their

i Plus Two

novative five-year inte-
grated Master of Public
Health program. This
is designed to nurture
the next generation of
public health leaders,
equlp{)lng them to tackle
complex global and local
health challenges.

The program is open
to slug nts who have
completed their school-
ing- Plus Two examina-
tion with a minimum of
60% aggregate marks.
The program features a
robust curriculum that
integrates global and
local health issues, and
encompasses  epide-
miology, biostatistics,
health systems and pol-
icy, health project man-
agement, and health
research, while provid-
ing hands-on experi-
ence on research, data
analytics and program
evaluation.

Graduates will be
well-positioned to pur-

with
a minimum of 60%

aggregate marks. I

sue diverse careers in
national and interna-
tional NGOs, research
orgamsauons, CSR
initiatives, consulting
firms, IT companies,
health insurance com-
panies, pharma and
clinical research organ-
izations, government
health departments,
and academia. They
can take on roles such
as program officers, re-
search officers, project
managers, Or pursue
doctoral studies.
SRMIST’s  commit-
ment to innovative ed-
ucation,  experienced
faculty, and state-of-
the-art facilities makes
it the ideal destina-
tion for aspiring pub-
lic health profession-
als eager to make a
real-world impact.

Advt Contact:9818-7199941

We are not in 60s to play language
politics says L Murugan flaying TN CM

Madurai:

Union Minister L Muru-
gan on Monday accused
Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M K Stalin of divert-
ing the people on the
National Education Pol-
icy and remarked that
people were not living in
the sixties for the DMK
to play politics in the
name of language.

Flaying the Chief Min-
ister for his comment
that Tamils will not tol-
erate the brash black-
mail that there would
be no funds for the state
until the three language
policy was accepted,
Murugan said the people
of the state want to learn
and progress.

“I'was at the Kashi Ta-
mil Sangamam event in
Varanasi the day before
yesterday. Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan has clearly
stated. ITe never denied
funds for Tamil Nadu,”
Murugan told reporters
here after darshan at the
ancient Sri Meenakshi
Sundareshwarar temple.

Explaining  further,
the Union Minister of
State for Information
and Broadcasting said
Tamil Nadu initially
agreed to implement
the Centrally sponsored
initiatives: PM Shri, to
develop schools run by
central, state, union ter-
ritories and local bodies
to build an equitable,
inclusive and plural so-
ciety as envisaged by
the NEP. But they back-
tracked after signing to

l PM Shii.

ers outside the assembly
that Saraswati Puja had
to be held at some places
in the state with police
protection,  including
a law college in Kolka-

ta with orders from the
Calcutta High Court.
She said the walkout
by the BJP MLAs was to
protest the Speaker’s re-
fusal to a discussion on

The BJP members, led
by Adhikari, went to
the well of the House
raising slogans after
the Speaker refused
to hold a discussion
on an adjournment
motion brought by
Pal.

Next Delhi CM likely to take
oath at Ramlila Maidan on
February 20

CONT FROM PAGE-1

the adjournment motion
brought by her and some
other party legislators.

The Speaker, while
disallowing the discus-
sion in the House, al-
lowed one BJP MLA to
read out the motion.

Pal read out the mo-
tion in the House, the
BJP MLAs started pro-
testing, raising slogans
and holding placards,
claiming appeasement
by ruling TMC for elec-
toral gains.

Trinamool ~Congress
chief whip  Nirmal
Ghosh brought a motion
in the House, claiming
that the acts of protest
by the BJP MLAs were
outside legislative cul-
ture and demanded ac-
tion against them.

gOVe a  key
meeting took place at
the BJP headquarters
today. The meeting,
attended by BJP's Na-
tional General Secretary
Vinod Tawde and Delhi
BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva, finalized the
ceremony's  arrange-
ments, The BJP legis-
lative party meeting is
scheduled for February
19, and the swearing-in
ceremony is to take
place on February 20,
according to sources.
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, and
Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
Adityanath, along with
over 50 VIP leaders, will
attend the event. The
oath-taking ceremony
will be attended by BJP

E-office system made mandatory in all
offices of Agra district from 1 March CDO

Akash Jain/ Ra-
jesh Tomar
Agra: E-office system
made mandatory in all
offices of Agra district
from 1 March 2025 said
Chief Development Of-
ficer Mrs. Pratibha Sin-
gh here on Monday dur-
ing a review meeting at

Collectorate Audito-
rium.

The review meeting
was called on Monday
regarding the settle-
ment of complaints
related to e-office sys-
tem and IGRS.

The Chief Develop-
ment Officer, gives
instructions to all the
concerned officers,
and said from o1
March 2025, the gov-
ernment has given in-
structions for e-office
system in all the offic-
es of the district.

E-office system has
already been imple-
mented in the Col-
lectorate, Municipal
Corporation and Devel-
opment Authority and
90 percent of the files
are being operated from
e-office, he asked all
the department heads
to ensure that their ID
DSC is made from NIC
and all such identified
personnel who have a
role in the operation
of the file will also be

Conditions
apply

trained in the training
session.

The Chief Develop-
ment Officer directed
that the offices which
have gone live, must
start e-circulation of
files from 20.2.2025,
no file will be accepted
physically.

It was told in the re-
view meeting that for
e-office, it is necessary
to have computer i3
gen, printer, scanner
internet and if there is
an office with less files

living in 1965. People,
especially those in Tamil
Nadu are

or desk assistants,
then till regular ar-
rangement is made, by
requesting the Chief
Development Officer.

It was further told
that email IDs of all the
identified  employees
(who have a role in the
operation of files) have
to be created through
nic.

The IDs of officers /
employees before 2018
have already been cre-
ated, so they should get
the IDs marked in the

office records reset so
that IDs of other em-
ployees can be created
soon through Depart-
mental Admin (DA).
Those officers whose
digital signatures are
not made should ap-
ply for digital signa-
ture (DSC) in advance.
For digital signature
(DSC), it will be free
for the employees re-
ceiving salary from the
treasury and the office

will bear the expenses
of contract employes

Maharashtra govt forms panel to
study implement MSP schemes

Mumbai:
The Maharashtra gov-
ernment on Monday
issued an order to form
a comrnlt'tee to study
and min-

culture and Farmers’
Welfare issued guide-
lines for implementing

these schemes.
Accm'dmg to these
guid the Cen-

8]
and want development.
The present situation
does not necessitate
them (DMK) to play lan-
guage politics as they
did in 1965," the Central
Minister said.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has been
doing a lot for Tamil
language more than the
DMK, particularly in
taking it to global level.
The PM has more af-
finity to Tamil than the

always DMK, he said.
for  sanction- Murugan asked
ing funds under any “what's the problem
in ] ing the

scheme. Reg: g PM
Shri, the Centre sought
Tamil Nadu ‘s support
to the NEP and in return
assured to extend full
cooperation to the state,
Murugan claimed
“Nowhere, it was said
that funds would be de-
nied to the state. That
was what Pradhan had
said. But an attempt is
being made to divert
the issue. We are not

NEP which aims to
groom our youth to be
equipped for global
competition?”

Secondly, NEP insist-
ed on providing prima-
ry education in one’s
mother tongue. The
policy was framed after
40 years of deliberation
and consultation from
people from all walks of
life, he said.

imum  support price
(MSP) schemes under
the Pradhan Mantri An-
nadata Aay Sanrakshan
‘Abhiyan (PM-AASHA).

As per the order, the
committee will sub-
mit a detailed report
within one month, in-
cluding  suggestions
and recommendations
for the government on
effectively implement-
ing the MSP schemes
across the state.

The state Coopera-
tion, Marketing and
Textile Department is-
sued the government
resolution (GR) on
Monday.

The price support
scheme (PSF) and
price stabilisation
scheme (PSS) for the
purchase of agricultur-
al produce come under
the PM-AASHA.

The GR stated that
in October 2018, under
the Union government,
the Ministry of Agri-

tral government guar-
antees the purchase
of up to 25 per cent of
the total production of
essential agricultur-
al commodities at the
MSP, and this process
is carried out by the
National Cooperative
Consumer Federation
of India (NAFED) as
the nodal agency, with
state-level nodal in-
stitutions responsible
for facilitating the pur-
chase.

The guidelines also
outline that state-level
nodal institutions must
ensure the proper or-
ganisation of purchase
centres ipped with

state Chief Ministers, all
Union Ministers, and
NDA leaders.

A cultural program
featuring music and
songs will precede the
ceremony, Around
30,000 guests have
been invited to the
ceremony. RSS lead-
ers, spiritual dharm
Gurus will also attend
the oath ceremony. In-
dustrialists, celebrities
likely to attend the
programme, BJP lead-
ers and workers from
other states, who were
deployed for the Del-
hi Assembly elections,
have also been invit-
ed to the ceremony.
Laddli Bahanas, Delhi
farmers, and around
30,000 guests have
been invited to the
oath-taking ceremony.

CRPF jawans
stand guard
over devotees'
safety at
Mahakumbh
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Mahakumbh Nagar:
Amidst the grandeur of
Mahakumbh 2025, the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) stands
fully prepared to en-
sure devotees' security,
exemplifying unwaver-
ing dedication and pat-

riotism.,

The CRPF jawans
ensure round-the-
clock security at ghats,
fairgrounds, and key
routes, leveraging mod-
ern technology and
vigilance for seamless
emergency  prepared-
ness.

In addition to their
security duties, CRPF
Jjawans are playing a vi-
tal role in crowd control
and providing guidance
to the thousands of
devotees attending the
event.

Their polite behav-
ior and quick response
make the experience
comfortable and re-
assuring for all. The
CRPF’s disaster man-
agement team is on
high alert, prepared to
address any unforeseen
circumstances with ef-
ficiency.

Furthermore, the
CRPF is making signif-
icant contributions to
reuniting missing chil-
dren and elderly indi-
viduals with their fam-
ilies, reinforcing their
commitment to safety
and support during the
event.

A CRPF officer em-
phasized that every
jawan is performing
their duty with the spir-
it of "Nation First" dur-
ing the Mahakumbh.
This spirit not only
enhances the event's
spiritual  significance
but also instils confi-
dence among the dev-
otees in the security ar-
rangements.

The unwavering ded-
ication and service of
the CRPF jawans at Ma-
hakumbh 2025 serve as
an inspiring example
for the entire nation.

the necessary facilities
and monitor the pro-
cess.

The GR said the com-
mittee will evaluate
the existing framework
and recommend poli-
cies to ensure the MSP
schemes run smoothly
across the state.
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'If it is Lt Governor has to do everything,
impose President's Rule': AAP Gopal Rai

B Rai took a jab at the BJP, urging the party to focus on fulfilling the promises they made to the
people of Delhi, saying, "BJP should head towards fulfilling whatever promises they made...

New Delhi

hie cleaning process
of the Yamuna riv-
er at ITO, Delhi, is

currently under-
way, sparking a political
controversy.

AAP leader Gopal Rai on
Monday eriticized the sud-
den involvement of Delhi's
Lt Governor in the process,
suggesting that the govern-
ment should be the one re-
sponsible for such initia-
tives.

After the meeting with
the affice bearers of AAP
Delhi, the Delhi State Pres-
ident interacted with the
media.

He said, "Such a large
election was held in Delhi. i
itis the It Governorwho has
to do everything, then they
should have imposed Pres-

ident’s Rule. People have
elected a government. CM
and government will carry
out their responsibility.

SC slams MCD over illegal
construction in Chandni Chowk

The Supreme Court on
Monday slammed the My-
nicipal Corporation of Del-
hi (MCD) for its failure ta
crack down on the alleged
illegal and unauthorised
commercial construction
in Chandni Chowk here.

Abench of Justices Surya
Kantand N Kotiswar Singh
indicated directing a CBI
probe into the alleged ille-
gal and unauthorised ¢com-
mercial construction in the
ared.

"We are inclined to (di-
rect) CBI to investigate... in
Chandni Chowk. Builders
construct like that and you
shut your eves?" asked Jus-
tice Kant from the counsel
representing the MCD.

The apex court asked
MCD to respond asto why
a deeper probe should not
beordered and pusted the
matter for hearing after a
week.

AAP's Avadh
Ojha pledges to
continue
serving people

AAP leader A\.!\Jh Ojha
addressed a press confer-
ence, reaffirming his com-
mitment to politics and
serving the people of Del-
i

i

Ojha had contested the
Pratapganj Assembly con-
stituency and lost to BIP's
Ravinder Singh Negi by
over 21,000 votes.

Ojha thanked the people
for their "tremendous love
and blessings," stating that
he has no imention of step-
ping back from politics.

“I contested the election
from Patparganj Assem-
bly constituency of Delhi
and the people gave me
wemendous love and
blessings. I have no inten-
tion of stepping back from
politics. I'will continue to
serve the people through
polities,” Ojha said.

He also criticised BJP
for its inability to choose a
leader among its 48 MLAs,
"BJP is not able to choose
aperson from its 48 MLAs
who can lead them, They
have no policy and no
face,” Qjha remarked.

In his statement, Ofha
took the opportunity to
highlight the work done
by the Aam Aadmi Party,
especially under the lead-
ership of Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal. "In
the last ten y
Aam Aadmi Par
done tremendous work
inthe field of Human Re-
sources under the lead-
ership of Arvind Kejriwal
ji," he stated, emphasis-
ing AAP's focus on gav-
ernance and public serv-
ice.

During the hearing when
the MCD counsel told the
apex court that the alleged
mauthorised construction
was removed pursuant to
orders passed by the Delhi
High Court. the bench re-
marked whether the Car-
poration is being run by
builders.

The top court is hearing
a petition challenging two
orders of the Delhi High
Court relating to the re-
movil of unauthorised con-
straction in the Chandni
Chowk area.

Rai further questioned
the timing of the Lt Gover-
nor's actions, adding,
"Which power group of BIP

isactive behind the sudden

activeness of Lt Governor re-
garding this s something
only they would be able to

say." Hestrongly reiterated.

P]L of Delhi have elected

Inhisstatement, Rai also

tooka jab at the BJP, urging
the party to focus on fulfill-
ing the promises they made
to the people of Delhi, say-
ing, "BJP should head to-
wards fulfilling whatever
promises they made.."

The BJP won a historic
mandate in Dethi polls,
turning to power in the na-
tional capital after 27 years
by ousting AAP. Tt secured a
two-thirds majority bagging
48 out of 70 seats, while
AAP's tally saw a massive
dropat 22from its previous
tally of 62. Meanwhile, Del-
hi Lieutenant Governor VK
Saxena on Sunday ex-

pressed deep sorrow over
the loss of lives and injuries
caused by a stampede at
New Delhi Railw: i

The LG said that he is
personally monitoring the
operations to ensure that
all necessary stepsare being
taken to support the affect-
ed families.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh. and Min-
ister for Road Transport
and Highways Nitin Gadkari
on Sunday also expressed
griefl over the deaths cansed
by a stampede at New Del-
hi Railway Station on Sat-
urday.

15 people including 3 ¢hil-
drenlost their lives while as
10were injured in the stam-
pede that occurred at the
New Delhi Railway station.

Old tree uprooted at Dhaula Kuan's Jheel
Park after 4.0-magnitude earthquake

New Dethi

tree was
uprnntc(l at Jheel Park in
Dhaula Kuan, located allhu
epicentre of this mornin;
4.0-magnitude eartheui
akers of the park con-
firmed the damagg caused by
the fremors.

Strong tremors were felt in
Delhi and its surmounding
areas at 5.36 am today after
a4.0-magnitude earthquake
which jolted the national
capital. It originated just 5
kan below the earth's surfae

Caretaker Mahaveer said,
T reported for dutyatg a.m.
today when I saw the up-
rooted tree. This is a 20-25-
vear-old tree, This must have
happened due to the earth-
quake hecause there was
nothing like wind or thun-
derstorms or anything here.
Workers said that when they
had a mund at the park after

the earthquake, they found
the tree uprooted.”

Another Caretaker of Jheel
Park Janki Devi said, "We
did not find any other dam-
age but just an uprooted
tree. The carthquake was
felt around 5.30 am; there
were very strong tremors,
“Then it was found that the
trec was upmoted due to
that.."

Director of the National

)
Centre for Seismology (NCS),
Dr OP Mishra, on Monda;
assured residents of the r
tional capital that ther
nothing towermy aboutas
tershocks of lesger magni-
tude are "natural” and will
heal by the earthquake of
magnitude 4.0 that had
struck Delhi early Mond

Mishra stated the epicen-
treof the earthquake was in
Dhaula Kuan, which falls

18

under a seismic zone,
“Delhi has been experi-
encing minor earthquakes:
This earthquake eccurred in
Dhaula Kuan. In 2007, an
earthquake of 4.7 magni-
tude had occurred the
There is nothing to worry
about. It is a seismic zone
there,” Mishra said.
Flaborating on the cause of
the earthquake, the NCS Di-
rectorsaid, “The earthquake
oceurred due o fn-situ ma-
terial heterogeneity... After
4.0 magnitude, the after-
uhnc!\ will be Jess by 1.2 mag-
it is natural as itwill

Hours after the earthequake
hit Dolhi, tremors were felt in
Bihar ataround 8.02 am on
Monday, and it originated
from just 10 km under the
Earth'ssurface. No casualties
or damage have been re-
ported so far.

"BJP should decide
whether they are running

Former Delhi CM and
AAP leader Atishi has crit-
icized the BJP for its lack
of clarity on governanee in
the capital, questioning
whether the party is run-
ning the government.

In a statement , Atishi
said, "I want to ask the
BJP to decide whether
they are running the gov-
ernment or not. When
there power cuts, the
BJP people that Atishi
is the caretaker CM, she is
responsible for this, but
when the machine comes
to Yamuna, they say that
the BJP and LG are run-
ning the government.
They should decide
whether they are running
the government or not..."

She went on to accuse
the BJP of not having any
vision or plan for Delhi,

BJP cannot run the
government in Dethi,
Narendra Modi knows
that noteven one of his 48
MLAs can run the gov-
ernment. He can only loot
the money of the people of
Delhi,” she remarked,

Atishi further eriticized
the BJP for failing to ap-
point a Chief Minister,
despite their 48 selected
legislators.

"Even after 10 days, PM
Modi can't trust the 48 se-
lected legislators, and
make oneof them a CM,"
she added.

Atishi also referred to
BIP's years in power at
the Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration, accusing its

councillors of corruption.

Tight Security at New Delhi Railway Station post stampede

New Delhi
Tight security measures are
in place at the New Delhi
Railway Station, prohibiting
anvone from loitering on the
foot overbridge without a
valid reason, an official said

A smmpmlt: at the New
Delhi Railway Station
claimed 18 lives on Saturday
night, police said.

"We havescen several peo-
ple waiting or standing on
the foot overbridge without
any reason, causing delays
for other passengers tying to
reach different platforms.
Now, no one will be allowed
to stand on the foot over-
bridge without a valid
son," a senior officer of the

a-

v Protection Force
idl.

The officer further said
that many trains heading to-
ward Prayagraj willbe mon-
itored and teams will also
check the number of people

on the platforms to avoid
any stampede-like situation.
m platform number
16 to platform number 13, we
have deployed security per-
sonned tomonitor every train
eoach and manage heavy

rush. Besides that, emer-
geney response teams will be
on standby in case of any re-
quirement,” said the officer.

Delhi Police along with
the Railway Protection Force
(RPF) and Government Rail-

)

played additional personnel
to manage rush at the sta-
tion, which remained over-
crowded on Sunday with
thousands of passengers
struggling to board trains
amid heavy rush, an officer
said.

“We have wk up barri-

i

control rooms monitoring
real-time footage for crowd
control,” the officer said.

Anothersenior police offi-
cer said thot usually now the
police will notallow peopleto
stand on the foot overbridge
without any reason.

Announcements are be-
ing made to guide the com-
muters and avoid panic sit-
uations, he said.

Saturday’s stampede oc-
curred at around 10 pm
when a surge of passengers,
confused by a mix-up i train

announcements, rushed to-
wards platform 16 viaa nar-
row stairway.

Trapped between those
trying to move up and others
trymng to descend, the crowd
turned into a human bottle-
neck. Within minutes, pan-
pread and peaple began
alling, leading to a horrify-
ing crush.

The congestion remained
largely unchanged on Sun-
day, with thousands still
jostling for space on plat-
forms and foot overbrdges.

the govt or not": Atishi

"BIP cannot run
the government
in Delhi, Naren-
dra Modi knows
that not even one
of his 48 MLAs
can run the gov-
ernment. He can
only loot the
money of the
people of Delhi,"
she remarked.

"After being in power
for 15 years in the Delhi
Municipal Corporation,
all the BJP Councillors
looted the people and the
MCD," she claimed.

Chief National
Spokesperson AAP of
AAP, Privanka Kakkar,
also from AAP, weighed
in, "Why should the peo-
ple of Delhi be worried
about the internal strife of
BJP? When BJP is taking
10 days to give a Chief
Minister and cabinet,
imagine how much time
they will take to take any
decision for the people of
Delhi

The BJP won a historic
mandate in Delhi polls,
returning to power in the
national capital after 27
vears by ousting AAP. Tt
secured a two-thirds ma-
Jority bagging 48 out of 70
seats, while AAP's tally
saw a massive drop at 22
from its previous tally of
62.

| EASTERN RAILWAY

(Open), dated 12.02.2025. &Tangers
[Open) anw invitnid by Divisional Rallway
Manager. Eastarn Railway, Asansol
Diursion, Station Rond. Asarsel, Fios
F13001 fo th lewing works: Case Na.t
D-AC-TA-24.25. Name of the work ©
Open terder o1 TERIP) work using PORS)
maching in the Jurisdiction of AEN/2/
Asansol unden S, DEN/1/Asansol Tender
\aloo : 7 88.41.211 2 Eariest Mobey
*1,95,8004 Completian period for the
wark : 08 months. Date and time of
1303.2025 at 12.00 frs.
Complefe dofalls can be nasn in ihe
Raiiwiy's witisil www.irops. gov.in
(ASN-3362024-25)
Tandie Netce i stsc available ol welsites

closing :

Foliow us at: [l @EasternRallway

[l @easternrailwayheadquarter

cades, i

and deploved qu nl\ reaction
teams to prevent any further
incident. CCTV surveillance
has also been enhanced, with

IGL to provide charging facility for
electric vehicles at Noida Airport

Noida

The Indraprastha Gas
Limited (IGL) will pro-
vide charging facility for
electric vehicles along
with gas at both its sta-
tons at the Noida airport,

The official concerned
of the IGL said that the
IGL has started work on
CNG station and EV
charging point at the air-
port. The work of CNG
stations will be completed
by May. Keeping in mind
the convenience of pas-
sengers coming to th
Noida  airport, In-
draprastha Gas Lintited
and the Yamuna Interna-
tional Airport Pvi. Lid.
had recently signed an
agreement to set up two
CNG stations.

According to the IGL ,
the station to be built near

the entry pass on the
western side of the air-
port will have a capacity of
33,600 kg per day and the
station to be built on the
airside will have a capac-
ity of 16,800 kg per day.

About 16 vehicles can be
refilled at a time at the
station near the entry
gate. Eight vehicles can
be refilled simultancously

at the airside station.
There will also be a rest
room facility for passen-

gers.
The IGL will supply gas
directly through the

pipeline to both its CNG
stations being set up at
the airport, because peo-
ple have to face problems
of gas running out and
low pressure when gas is

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are inviled from eligible contractors/firm for the following jobs against which bids can

it fall tanders

& cormigendum etc.
(A) Fresh-Tender Work

be upicaded and same shall be m.‘em-d/ denmaded 25 pef schadule menlioned. The delails and
s

wrw.
in & hitps:tietender.up.nic.n. Please ensure ta see these websites for any changes/ amendments

5. Jobs Mo Wama ofthe Work Ttomdor Amou |
No. (R, Lacs)
1. | 34DGMISM Mio Drain (Glo RCC drain and footpath work near City | 2504 |
= (W 4 entre U . Noida,
According to the )
2 | 15/DG| Mio Building (Rio Toilet and Boundary wall etc. wark in 10852 |
IGL, the station to be (WC-! s]iznu-zs Market in D-217, Sector-61), Noida
built near the entry The above lendars can b uplaaded by dalad §3.03.2025 up fo 600 P, Pre-qualfcaton ahall bs
pass on the western opened! downloaded on dale 04.03.2025 at 11.00 AM
+ " o B) Ra-Tender Work
side of the airport will B} Re-Tondar Wo
. 3 Jobs No Name of the Work Tender Amount
have a capacity of No. Rs. Lacs)
33,600 kg per day and 3 |24mGMWSM Dio Village (Clo C.C. Road and drain In front of Nayagaon | 25.59
the station to be built {WC-7)/ET/2024-25 | Community Centre in Village llabans), Noida.
. i 4, (WC4)  |D/o and of Village of Pond | 20.65
on theairside will ETi2024-25 sttuated betwsen UGR and Cammunny Centre in Village
have a capacity of | Chnajarsi Sector-63), Noida.
16,800 kg per day. 5. | 0S/MGMIDYGM | Mo Buliding (C/o Record room in Sector-19 Office for 18,08
(WC-2)/2024-25 | Work Circle-2, 3. 4 & § Sector-19), Noida

supplied through con-
tainers. The company has
started work both inside
and outside the airport.
A network of 24 km
pipelines will be laid to
provide PNG gas to the
terminal building, kitchen
and other establishments
in the airport premises .

iy e

Office;
Swlov-{)ﬁ. Noida

The above tandars can be uploaded by dated 24.02 2025 up to 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be
opaned! downloaded on dated 25022025 at 11.00 AM.
Ll )ﬂuﬂl aeifin i
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Delhi HC asks Satyender Jain to respond to ED's
plea to defer PMLA trial hearing in DA case

New Delhi

he Delbi High Court

issued a notice on

Monday, seeking a

response from Aam
Andmi Party leader Satyen-
dar Jain regarding the En-
forcement Directorate's plea
todeferthe tiial court hear-
ing in money laundering case
reluted to disproportionate
assets.

The Enforcement Direc-
tarate (ED) stated that since
the CBI recently filed a sup-
plementary chargesheet in-
dicatinga higher quantum of
money involved than previ-
ously probed, the ED may
also file a supplementary
prosecution complaint soon.

Therefore, the ED re-
quested the trial court hear-
ingin the money laundering
case be deferred. The ED

Delhi Cong seeks NHRC
probe into ND Railway

filed a complaint with the
NHRC secking a probe inta
the tragedy at the New Del-
hi Railway Station,
TFollowing the direction of
Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee president De-

vender Yadav, the com-
plaint was filed with the
NHRC by the legal and hu-
man rights department of
the DPCC. urging the
NHRC to constitute an in-
quiry committee to probe
the death of many inno-
cent passengers in a stam-
pede at the New Delhi Rail-
way Station on February
15, 2025.

Yaday, in his complaint,
pointed out that the tragedy
happened due to the irre-

forves as vhr.\'lmk no \‘h.p
ta manage the swelling

Station stampede

crowd dmpue the fact that
a large number of passen-
gers bound for Prayagraj to
take holy bath in the Maha
Kumbh festival had as-
sembled at the New Delhi
railway station, along with
hundreds of passengers
bound for other destina-
tions by other trains, hut
the railway authorities
made no arrangement for
erowd control in platforms,
resulting in the tragic stam-
pede. He also wondered
how could the railways sell
1500 tickets per hour for
passengers bound for
Prayagraj without making
the necessary arrangements
fortrain coaches or crowd
management.

Yadav said that he has
demanded that the NHRC
probe should fix responsi-
hility and ensure that strict,
quick action is taken
against the erring officials
responsible for the tragedy.

was represented by special

counsel Zoheb Hossain,
Acknowledging the sub-

mission, Justice Vikas Ma-

hajan scheduled the hearing
for March 3. 2025. During
the hearing, Senior Advo-
cate N Hariharan, repre-

senting Satyendar Jain, in-
dicated that he would clari-
fy his stance in his written re-
sponse.

Earlier, Satyender Jain
moved the Delli High Court
for deferment of trial court
hearing stating that the in-
vestigation in the case is still
ongoing and has not yet con-

ner, the court is bound to
consider such material at
the time of forming a prima
facie view.

Ttwas further stated that as
per the status report of the
CBIin the predicate offence,
further investigation re-
garding multiple transac-
tions by collection of records

granted bail to Satyendar
Jain in a money laundering
case, noting.Jain's prolonged
incarceration of 18 months as
a factorin its decision.

Jain was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) in 2022, with the
agency accusing him of laun-
dering the proceeds of erime

What Role Does
Egg Freezing Play
in Protecting
Fertility?
New Delhi

Dr. Muskaan Chhabra, Egg
freezing, also known as
vocyte cryopreservation, is
4 rapidly growing option
for individuals looking to
protect their fertility.

This process allows
women ta preserve their
eggs at ayounger, healthi-
er age, ensuring that they
have the opportunity to

cluded. from par 5
Jain through a plea sub-  and examination of witness-
mitted that the investigation  es fromdifferent strata of so-
is continuing, and, thus, it cietyis to be conducted and
would be in the interest of it involves voluminous
justice that arguments on  records.
charge are lluunl only once 'nwuuuumt of the further
igation i lets ion would be sig-
If the investigating agency  nificant concerning the pro-

has material that may excul-
pate the aceused in any man-

cewds of the erime.
The trial court carlier

through four i al-
legedly connected to him,
The money laundering
case, originating from the
CBI investigation, was initi-
ated against Satyendar Jain
after the Enforcement Di-
Tectorate (ED) began probing
money laundering charges
through three companies al-
legedly limked to him.

CRPF deployed at New Delhi Railway station
to manage crowd situations after stampede

_ NewDelhi
The Central Reserve Police
Foree (CRPF) and Delhi Po-
lice were deployed on Mon-
dlay at the New Delhi Railway
station to manage the crowd
situation,

CRP will also be cooperat-
ing with the Delhi Police for
additional help, as per official
sourees. Inspection is being
carried out at the station by
sendor offices of CRP.

This comes after a stam-
pede took place at the New
Delhi Railway station and
claimed 18 lives leaving sev-
eral injured.

As per Delhi Police, the
confusion happened becuise
of the announcement of the

P~

L

trains having the same initial
name starting with 'Praya-
graj'. Police further said that
the announcement of the
Prayagraj Special arriving at
Platform 16 led to confusion
because Pravagraj Express

was’ alm ady at Platform 1.

BJP MP Dinesh Sharma
expressed his deep concermns
over the loss of lives and
wiged the opposition to re-
frain from seeking political
gains.

“Twould say thatitis avery
sad incident. The govern-
ment is concerned about this
issue. The rallway depart-
mient, as well as the central
government, has done relief
work, and whatever help
could be given, theyare also
doing it," Sharma said,

He further said that it was
sad to see that opposition
leaders were only looking
for their political advantage.

"The only sad thing is that
sinee the Kumbh had not

would say that Ratul ji,
Aldilesh ji and all the oppo-
sition leaders should not do
such things. Do not seek po-
Titical gains from Kumbh,
Sanatan, and tragic events.
You have many issues to
raise, but the way vou try to
defame (Maha Kumbh) is
sad. Everyone should stand
together in this tragic event.
Everyone should stand with
the families who are affect-
ed...,." he further said.

Tl\c lud.lau Rd!lwun lma

even started, the opposition
has been in ~:-<1|d1 of some
sad incident., Thisis sad that
the opposition people start
looking for their political
benefit in sad incidents: 1

Companies start setting up plants in Smart
Integrated Industrial Township,

Noida

Nine new companies have
started sething up plants in
the Smart Integrated In-
dustrial Township devel-
oped under the Delhi Mum-
bai Industrial Corridor
(DMIC) in Greater Noida.
Production will begin in
these plants in the next two
years. This will create about
15,000 jobs.

Currently, four compa-
nies are engaged in pro-
duction in the township.
The Integrated Industrial

Township is a joint ven-
ture of the DMIC and the
Greater Noida Authority.
So far, plots have been al-
lotted to 18 companies in
this township which is be-
ing developed in about 750
acre.

According to an official
concerned of the Integrat-
ed Industrial Township
Greater Noida Limited (ITT-
GNL), nine campanies have
started the work of setting
up plants on the site after
completing all the formali-

FIR filed against Pakistan national
allegedly linked to Cong MP Gogoi's wife

New Delhi

‘The Assam Police hasregi
tered a case against Pak-
istani national Ali Taugeer
Sheik, and others under see-
tions of the Bharatiya Nyava
Sanhita and Unlawful Ac-
tivities Prevention Act, state
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Mon-
day.

Thiswas done following a
decision of the stite cabinet
held on February 16, the As-
sam Chief Minister said.

Assam Police's Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) registered the FiR asa
CID case PS Case No
o5/2025 UJ/S 48/152/
61/197 (1) BNS, 2023 RW
See. 13 (1) UA(P) Act.

‘Taking to his social media
platform X, Assam CM Sar-
ma wrote, "In pursaance of
the Cabinet decision taken
yesterday, Assam Police has
lodged an FIR and the same
had been registered against
Ali Taugeer Sheikh and 1n-
known athers."

Yesterday, the Assam Cab-
inet had directed the state
DGP to register s ease against
Ali Sheik and conduct a
probean ‘anti-Indin agenda’.

Chief Minister Sarmia chal-
lenged Congress MP Gouray
Gogoi over the latter's te-
marks aboutappropriate le-
gal actionon the allegations
relating to his wife, saying
“thiis will expedite the process
of mquiry”.

Answering a query from
ANI during a press confer-
ence regarding Gaurav
Gogol's remarks of taking
"appropriate action' in wake
ofallegations against his wife
and him, the Assam CM wel-
comid any decision to move
court and also said the mat-
ter needs to be probed seri-
ously.

“India is » democratic
country. Everybody can take
appropriateaction. [fhe goes
to the Court, it will be very
good. Then many matters
which todaywe carmot speak
of, we ean speak before the
judge..Ifhe decides togoto
the court, we will welcome
that and this will expedite the
process of inguiry. If anybody
is innocent, they will be de-
clared innocent by the court
of law. We have no objection
to it but this matter needs to
be investigated very serious-
J" the Chief Minister said.

The resolution adopted by
the Assam cabmet said " fol
lowing scrutiny of Ali
Sheikh'’s social media activ-
ity and information avail-
able in the public domain, it
appears that he has been in
contact with Elzabeth Gogoi
a British national and wife of
Gaurav Gogoi”.

Sarma said Aseam cabinet
has directed the Assam DGP
toregister a nst Ali
Sheikh ander appropriate
provisions of BNS and other
relevant laws,

The Assam cabinet has
also given directions for an
extensive inguiry to becon-
ducted to ascertain "whether
these activities are part of a
large conspiracy and toiden-
tify any sympathiser or as-
sociate within Assam and
across India who maybe aid-
ing Mr Sheikh's anfi-India
agenda..”

The Assam Cabinet noted

that the State of Assam has
historically remained a
hotspot for IS1 sponsored
activities, necessitating
heightened vigilance and de-
cisive action.

Sarma read from the res-
olution and sad in recent
days, multiple news reports,
soeial media posts and oth-
er information in the public
domain has surfaced re-
garding certain comments
nde bya Pakistani nation-
al, Ali Tauqeer Sheikh, aimed
at disrupting communal har-
miony in Assam.

"Additionally, a perusal of
his social media activity in-
cluded exhaustive comnien-
tary on India's internal af-
fairsand Parlismentary mat-
ters, raising serious con-
cerns... Closer examination
of information from public
domain reveal that Ali
Sheikh is an influential in-
dividual with pervasive roots
in Govt of Pakistan and its
leadership, having even tep-
resented the Islamic Re-
puiblic of Pakistan in the i in-
ternational foru E

The resolution said in the
light of these facts and given
the historical attempts of
Pakistani State and non-
State actors, to destabilise
Assam, the state govern-
ment "takes Ali Sheikh's at-
tempt to interfere in the do-
mestie matters of Assam
and Indla with utmost seri-
ousness”,

ties. Most of these are vlee-
tropic companies. [t is ex-
pected that production will
start in the next two years.

About 18 companies
which have been allotted
plats in the township are
expected to invest Rs 5000
crore and provide direct
employment 1o 18,400 peo-
ple. There are 43 industri-
al plots in the township.
The process of dllocating
the remaining plots is un-
derw my foreign com-
panies are interested in in-

Gr. Noida

vesting here.

Preparations are under-
way to promote cormmercial
es along with indus-
trial activities in the town-
ship. Forthis, a scheme of
commercial plots will be
launched. After the start of
production in the compa-
nies, the need for commer-
cial activities is being felt
here.

Sa far, plots have beenal-
latted to 18 companies in
the Integrated Industrial
Township.

BJP's Shahnawaz Hussain criticizes
Lalu Yadav for politicizing Delhi
railway station stampede

_ New Delhi

BJP leader Syed Shalinawaz
Hussain on Monday ex-
pressed disappointment
over RJD chief Lalu Ya-
dav's statement on the New
Delhi stampede incident
He criticized the leader and
his son Tejashwi Yadav for
politicizing the tragedy,
which claimed the lives of
18 people and left many
others injured.

BJP leader Syed Shah-
nawaz Hussain said, "The
statement of Lalu Yadav
and Tejashwi Yadav is very
unfortunate, They wait for
an incident to happen and
do politics on it. A very sad
incident has happened. A
much larger crowd had
gathered than expected. A
full investigation is going

m... We are all sad that
many people from Bihar
were killed and injured in
this. Lalu Yadav and Te-
_ushwn Yadav do not have
any issue. so they are doing
pnlmc‘; «em this incident.”

Former Union Railway
Minister and RJD Chief
Lalu Prasad Yadav, on Sun-
duy, said that the Railway's
mismanagement led to the
stampede at the New Delhi
railway station that claimed
the lives of at least 18 peo-

ple.

RJD Chief Lalu Prasad
said, “The incident is very
unfortunate and 1 offer my
condoledces to the victims.
This is a mismanagement

by the Railway that led to
the loss of so many lives.
The Railway Minister
should take responsil:

When asked about his s\rg—
gestion regarding crowd
management for the Ma-
hakumbh, he said, "Kumbh
ka kahan koi matlab hai.
Faaltu hai kumbh (Kumbh
has no meaning. Kumbh is

The stampede happened
n

Rs10lakh for the families nf
the deceased, Rs 2.5 lakh
for those seriously imured,
and Rs 1 Lakh for those with
minor injuries,

ve later in life, even
when age-related fertility
decline or medical treat-
menis could pose risks.

"Egg freezing plays a cru-
cial role in protecting fer-
tility by offering individu-
alsthe opportunity to pre-
serve their eges at a healthy
aye, before potential fertil-
ity risks arise. Whether due
to medical treatments like
chemotherapy, career or
personal choices, or the
natural aging process,
freezing eggs provides a
safety net for future fami-
ly-building™ shares Dr.,
Muskaan Chhabra, IVF
ist at Birla Fertility
& IVF, Lajpat Nagar.

The reasons people
choose egg freezing are di-
verse. Some women opt
for it due to medical rea-
sons, such as undergoing
¢hemotherapy or radiation,
which can impact fertility.
Others may choose it to
delay pregnancy for per-
sonal or professional rea-
sons, such as focusing on
cateer ot finding the right
partner. The natural aging
process also significantly
affects s woman's ¢gg qual-
ity, and freezing eggs ata
younger age offers a safety
net against this,

Authorities monitoring
situation in New Delhi

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh on Monday said that
autharities and professional
expertswere keeping aclose
watch and monitoring situ-
ations in New Delhi after
tremors of carthguake were

It

He also appealed people to
stay calim and exercise pre-
cautions and preparcdness
for all possible aftershocks.

after earthquake: Govt

"Meanwhile, reg-
ular updates are
being shared by
the department
through its differ-
ent communica-
tion channels and
social media han-
dles," the post

Taking to social media X,
the Union Minister wrote in further read.
apost "Following the Earth-
quake tremors fell this Caretaker Mahaveer said,

morning in and around Del-
hi at about 5:36 AM. the au-
thorities are keeping a close
watch and professional ex-
perts as well officials in the
Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoFS) are constantly mon-
itoring: However, it is ad-
vised to stay calm and, exer-
cise safety precautions and
preparedness for possible
aftershocks, if an:

The Union Minister also
said that regular updates

were being shared by the
th iffe

around 10 pmon S
when thousands of devotees
were heading to Prayagraj
for the Maha Kumbh 2025

I, causing severe

overcrowding at the sta-
tion. When asked about the
next Chief Ministerof Del-
hi, Syed Shahnawiz Hus-
sain said, “There will be a
meeting of the elected
MLAs. After that, the cen-
tral leadership and the par-
liamentary board will de-
cide who will be the next
Chief Minister of Delhi. Del-
soon get a Chief Min-

T i
ent communication chan-
nels and social mediachan-

‘Meanwhile, regular up-
dates are being shared by the
department through its dif-
ferent communication chan-
nels and social media han-
dles,” the post further read.

The 4.0 magnitude carth-
quake originated just 5 km
below the earth’s surface.
Meanwhile, a 20-25-year-
old tree was uprooted at the
Jheel Parlcin Dhaula Kuan,
the epicenter of the earth-
quake.

"I reported for duty at ga.n.
today when T saw the up-
rooted tree. This is a 20-25-
year-old tree. This must have
happened due to the earth-
quake becaunse there was
nothing like wind or thun-
derstorms or anything here.
Workers said that when they
had around at the park after
the earthquake, they found
the tree uprooted.”

Another Caretaker of Jheel
Park Janki Devi said, “We
did not find any other dam-
age but just an uprooted
tree. The earthquake was
felt around 5.30 am; there
were very strong tremors.
Then it was found that the
tree was uprooted due to
that.."

Director of the National
Centre  for mology
(NCS), Dr OP Mishra, on
Monday, assured residents of
the national capital that there
is nothingto wortv.about as
aftershocks of lesser magni-
tude are "natural” and will
Teal by the cathquake of
magnitude 4.0 that had
struck Delhi early Monday.
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Several
children injured
after school bus
falls into canal

Kaithal:
Several children were
injured after a school
bus fell into a canal in
Haryana's Kaithal on
Monday morning, as per
officials.

According to Sub-In-
spector Ramesh Chan-
dra of Keorak Police
Station, the incident
was reported at around
8:15am.

Chandra added that
the bus was carrying a
total of 12 people, in-
cluding eight children.
All the passengers were
rescued safely and taken
to a nearby hospital for
treatment.

“We received informa-
tion about this incident
around 8:15 am that a
school bus fell into a ca-
nal...we reached the spot
and found out that there
were 8 children present
inside the bus. Other
than that, the conductor,
driver and two women
were present inside the
bus, so there were a total
of 12 All of
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VP Dhankhar Calls for Rural
Economy Revitalization

___ Chandigarh:

ce President
Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Monday called

for the revitalization of
rural economies through
micro industries that
add value to agricultural
and dairy products.
“There must be evolu-
tion of a mechanism in a
village or in a cluster of
villages where you have
micro industries at the
farm that add value to
the agro produce, that
add value to the live-
stock produced, milk
produced. This will help
evolve a sustainable so-
ciety and the nutritional
food value will certainly

g0 up.

“What stops us from
havin, entrepreneuri-
al skills to produce ice
creams, paneer, sweets,
and the like in village
clusters? This is very im-
portant because it will

1

them were rescued safe-
ly and sent to a hospital
for treatment. Children
have suffered minor in-
juries...the cause of the
accident will be under-
stood after the investi-
gation,” Chandra said.

Rajouri
witnesses
development
in areas close
to LoC since
ceasefire

Rajouri:
Rajouri is witnessing
significant development
in its border areas after
the ceasefire, particular-
ly in Border Block Qila
Darhal, which is situated
close to the Line of Con-
trol (LoC).

In Nowshera Sub
Division one of the
panchayats in this block,
Pokharni, is located ex-
actly at the LoC's zero
point and has faced
shelling from Pakistan
in the past, resulting
in loss of lives and dis-
placement of people.

However, since the
ceasefire, the region has
witnessed a surge in de-
velopment activities.

BDO Qila Darhal
Mohd Abrar Khan said,
“A huge population stays
here exactly at the bor-
der. Under the MGN-
REGA scheme, a lot of
people are getting work
here and development
of this region is going
on. This is a very un-
derdeveloped area. La-
bourers have got work
under MGNREGA. At
the panchayat level,
people make their plans
and state their demands.
Works like rural con-
nectivity are approved
by gram panchayat and
then funds come from
the government and em-
ployment is also gener-
ated.”

“Bunkers are also pro-
vided. A large part of
the population is disa-
bled due to firing. Bun-
kers play a very good
role in protecting them.
Other than that there is
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana under which
well-constructed houses
are being built. Nearly
1500 houses have been
built and work is going
on for 300 houses,” he
added.

He further said, “The
plan for next year has
been prepared. Earli-
er there used to be too
much firing but after the
ceasefire, the region is
seeing de 7 he

ploy
and satisfy rural youth,”
Dhankhar said.
Dhankhar was the
chief guest at the inau-
guration of Advanced
Entrepreneurship Skill
Development Program
(A-EDSP) on “Function-
al Foods, Neutraceuti-
cals and their Safety” at
National Agri-Food and

-
Biomanufacturing Insti-
tute in Mohali.

Urging farmers to
stay informed about ad-

Empl that
technology must be in-
tegrated into farming
practices to improve
efficiency and produc-
tivity, the vice president
said, “startups are there
in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cit-
ies. They have to trickle
to villages now because
agriculture produce is
lifeline of economy, raw
material for industry.
And when this takes
place, close to the farm-
land in the rural firma-
ment, evolving as a clus-
ter, economy will take
a jump, and people will
believe in the farmland.”

in technolo-
gy and its potential ben-
efits, he said, “A farmer
is by and large clinging
to his tractor. He wants
to use the tractor for as
long as it can last, igno-
rant of the fact that new
technology is becoming
environment-friendly,
fuel-efficient, multifunc-
tional, and highly subsi-
dized”.

He said there has to
be an awareness cam-
paign to tell the farmers
that you don’t need an-
ybody’s help. “You only
have to know your inner
strength to change your

State Govt schemes should be
reached at grassroot level: CM Mann

Chandigarh:
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann
on Monday called upon
the newly inducted of-
ficers of the Punjab Civil
Service (PCS) to dis-
charge their duty with
utmost dedication, com-
mitment and integrity so
that the benefits of flag-
ship schemes of the state
government are further
percolated to people at
grass root level.

The newly promoted
PCS officers from A II
and C register called on
the Chief Minister here
at his official residence.

Interacting with the
officers, the Chief Minis-
ter, while congratulating
the officers, said that it
is a matter of immense
pride that they have se-
lected for this coveted
post adding that they
should serve the people
with missionary zeal.
Bhagwant Singh Mann
hoped that the PCS Of-
ficers will use their pen
for helping the needy
and underprivileged
sections of society. Ile
exhorted the officers to
ensure maximum wel-
fare of the public so that
every section of society
is benefited from it.

The Chief Minister

advised the officers to
render their services to
the best of their abil-
ity for delivering the
goals of good govern-
ance, effective delivery
of citizen centric ser-
vices and time-bound
implementation of wel-
fare and development
schemes. He expressed
hope that these officers,
who already have a good
experience of public ser-
vice, will play a pivotal
role in taking the state
to the zenith of its glory.
Bhagwant Singh Mann
envisioned that these of-
ficers will carve a niche
for them with their hard
work, sincerity, capabili-
ty and professional acu-

-~

The Chief Minister ap-
pealed to the officers to
utilize their experience,
education and training
for the betterment of
the people by becoming
their friend and guide.
e hoped that the of-
ficers will set a new
benchmark in public
service by dealing with
the people in a humane
manner. Bhagwant Sin-
gh Mann said that the
state government is
making concerted ef-
forts for carving out a
Rangla Punjab adding
that the new officers
are welcomed to be
part of the team work-
ing on this mission.

economy to a very high
level. Form small groups,
market your product at a
price of your choice; you
can.

“But by and large, 1
see farm produce is
sold when it is not farm-
ers’ market, it is buyers’
market. The govern-
ment provides facilities
to hold on to the stock
by massive warehousing
and cooperative move-
ment. I can tell you the
farm policies of the gov-
ernment are so helping
the farmer.

“The farmer has to
know about it. You
(premier institutes like
NABI, Mohali) can play

—_
Dhankhar was the
chief guest at the
inauguration of Ad-
vanced Entrepre-
neurship Skill De-
velopment Program
(A-EDSP) on “Func-
tional Foods, Neu-
traceuticals and their
Safety” at National
Agri-Food and Bio-

manufacturing Insti-
tute in Mohali.

a great role because we
cannot allow that our
farmers get anything but
the very best.

“No short-change
for the farm sector, no
short-change for the
farmer that has to be
our motto. Institutes
like yours must live
connect with Krishi Vig-
yan Kendras, with Insti-
tutes of Indian Council
of Agriculture Research,”
he further said.

Dhankhar said inter-
est of farmers is in his
heart.

“I am son of a farmer
like there was a movie,
Son of a Sardar. A son
of the farmer will always
commit himselfto truth,”
he said.

SGPC chief Harjinder
Singh Dhami resigns
on ‘moral grounds’

Chandigarh:
The president of Shi-
romani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Commit-
tee (SGPC), Harjinder
Singh Dhami, resigned
from his post with
immediate effect on
Monday.

Dhami’s resignation
came days after Akal
Takht Jathedar Giani
Raghbir Singh strong-
ly condemned the dis-
missal of services of
Giani Harpreet Sin-
gh as the jathedar of
Damdama Sahib by
the SGPC.

Dhami said he is al-
ways committed to the
Akal Takht, the highest
temporal seat of Sikhs.

Referring to a Febru-
ary 13 Facebook post
of Jathedar Raghbir
Singh on the termi-
nation of services of
Giani Harpreet Singh,
Dhami said he wrote
that removing the latter
was “highly condemna-
ble” and “unfortunate”.

“I  being ‘pardhan’
(president of SGPC)
take responsibility and
resign from the post on
moral grounds with im-
mediate effect,” he said
while addressing the
media in Amritsar.

Dhami also said he
has written to the Akal

Takht Jathedar to re-
lieve him from his posi-
tion in the seven-mem-
ber committee formed
to supervise the new
membership drive of
the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD).

On February 13, Gi-
ani Raghbir Singh in
a Facebook post con-
demned the dismissal
of services of Ilarpreet
Singh as the jathedar of
Takht Sri Damdama Sa-
hib in Bathinda.

In the post, he said
Giani Harpreet Singh's
removal was “highly
condemnable” and “un-
fortunate” which will
harm the independent
existence of the ‘Takht
Sahibs’.

On December 10, the
SGPC had dismissed
the services of Giani
Harpreet Singh as the
jathedar of Takht Sri
Damdama Sahib in
Bathinda.

The decision was tak-
en during an executive
committee meeting of
the SGPC.

The committee ac-
cepted a report by a
three-member commit-
tee formed to probe the
allegations against Gi-
ani Harpreet Singh in
an 18-year-old domes-
tic dispute matter.

CM Mann chairs review meeting

of food & Supp

__ Chandigarh:
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann
on Monday asked the
Department of Food &
Civil Supplies to further
expedite the process of
liquidation/movement
of the food grain stocks
from the State so that
no problem of storage
of food grains arises in
the coming seasons and
procurement of grains
takes place in a smooth
and hassle free manner.
Chairing a high level
meeting of the Food and
Civil Supplies Depart-
ment here at his official
residence, the Chief
Minister said that due
to persistent shortage
of storage space dur-
ing the previous season,
the procurement/lifting
of grains from mandis
was adversely affected.
He said that the State
government is already
in process of creating
new covered godowns
to store 60 Lakh Met-
ric Ton of grains in the
State in the coming few
months. Bhagwant Sin-
gh Mann said that Pun-
jab produces grain for
the National food securi-
ty and the State govern-

Bus carrying 44 deportees from

Haryana arrives at Ambala

___Ambala (Haryana):
Abus carrying 44 people
from Haryana who were
deported from USA ar-
rived at Ambala on Mon-
day morning.

A relative of a depor-
tee Sandeep (26) said
that he had gone to US
in the last week of No-
vember.

“My name is Rajesh.
My relative’s name is
Sandeep, aged 26. He
had gone there (US) in
the last week of Novem-
ber and my last conver-
sation with him was on
January 25. His agent
had d d him at

added.

Rilvt Contact
9816799941

Mexico and he had taken
Rs 65 lakhs... he faced
issues while he was be-
ing taken... we received
information through a
Facebook channel that
he was coming back...”
Rajesh said speaking to
ANL

On February 16, the

aircraft carrying the
third batch of the Indian
nationals who had ille-
gally migrated to US had
landed at the Amritsar
airport.

The third batch ar-
rived just after a day the
second batch landed in
Anritsar.

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor expressed dis-
satisfaction with the
Americans choosing

military  aircraft for
sending them back.

“I am not happy about
the Americans choosing
to send a military air-
craft,” Tharoor told ANT.

“I have not seen any
report on whether these
returnees were also
handcuffed and shack-
led. If they were, we
should definitely pro-
test,” he added.

On Saturday, Punjab

Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann assured
that the deportees
would be treated prop-
erly and that all ar-
rangements had been

made.

The Chief Minis-
ter said the deportees
would stay in Amritsar
for a few hours before
being taken to their re-
spective states.

“Our kids are the ones
which are coming here
anyway, so from here
no one can go hungry,
we will make arrange-
ments. We have also
made staying arrange-
ments for them. They
will stay here for a few
hours and then go to
their respective states
as the flights have been
booked by the Ministry
of External Affairs al-
ready,” Mann said in a
press conference in Am-
ritsar on Saturday.

@)ﬁ
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ment is duty l;ollﬂd that

the farmers of the state
face no problem in sell-
ing of their grains during
the procurement season.

The Chief Minister
said that it is imperative
to ensure that sufficient
storage space is created
to ensure that farmers
do not face any sort of
inconvenience. He said
that the ernment of
India is being requested
repeatedly to undertake
maximum movement of
wheat and rice from the
State, so that sufficient
storage space is availa-
ble for rice of ongoing
KMS as well as wheat
during ensuing RMS
2025-26. He said that
during the KMS 2024-

lies dept

L —

25, 171.86 LMT of paddy
was stored in the State
out of which 116.30 LMT
of rice was deliverable.
Till date, 33.74 LMT
(29.02%) of the rice has
been delivered and re-
maining 82.53 LMT has
to be delivered by March
31, 2025. For the month
of February, Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that
the state had requested
for 1635 rice specials but
FCI has planned only
197 rice specials for the
month of February and
till date only 109 rice
specials have been pro-
vided.

The Chief Minister
said that these issues
will be duly raised with
the Union government

in the coming days so
that they are resolved
at the earliest in the
larger interest of the
country. Meanwhile, he
said that shortfall of
space has been identi-
fied only in districts of
Amritsar, Tarn Taran,
Patiala and Moga and all
efforts are being made
by district officials/field
staff for alternative ar-
rangements/ contin-
gency plans. Bhagwant
Singh Mann reiterated
the firm commitment of
the State government to
take every possible step
for ensuring smooth and
hassle free procurement
and lifting of the grains
in the coming procure-
ment seasons too.

“Indian Army is giving a befitting
reply”: JK LG Manoj Sinha

Jammu:

Jammu Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor (LG)
Manoj Sinha on Mon-
day said that the Indian
Army was giving a be-
fitting reply to the Paki-
stani troops who violat-
ed ceasefire along the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Poonch.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Sinha also said that
there was good coor-
dination between the
Jammu Kashmir Police
and security forces.

“Indian Army is giving
a befitting reply. There
is good coordination be-
tween Jammu Kashmir
Police and security fore-
es and they have been
instructed that terror-
ism has to be stopped at
any cost and this system
has to be ended...” Sinha
said.

He further said that
action would be taken
the top priority would
be to maintain peace in

]
s

the state.

“Whatever action is be-
ing taken in this regard,
there will be no break
in it, it will continue un-
interrupted and 1 think
that the top priority will
be to maintain peace in
Jammu and Kashmir,”
the LG further said.

The fire was opened at
around 11 a.m. on Sun-
day prompting an im-
mediate retaliation from
the Indian Army, Offi-
cials confirmed to ANT.
“Pakistan ke naam
mein Pak hai par uski
harkatein napak hai...

This is their history
also...For the past sever-
al days, they have been
violating the ceasefire...
First, they did such an
incident in Akhnoor, and
now they have repeated
it in Poonch today...Th
country is leading in the
world and signing sever-
al deals, and therefore,
countries like Pakistan,
China, and all those that
do not agree with us are
not happy..We want to
tell our government and
our Indian Army that
we stand with them...,” a
local said.




“Maha Kumbh: The Sacred Confluence
Devotion, and Management”

By DIKSHA

Managing such crowds in
a single city is a herculean
task to do with appreci-
ation to UP’s administra-
tion, with steps such as
installing CCTV’s at every
corner, providing ameni:
ties such as dispensaries,
washrooms, eateries etc.
frequently for the ease
of people, even attaching
barcodes to poles that
makes finding the exact
location easier.

of Faith,

ahakumbh Mela

known to oceur

after 144 years,
with Kumbh Mela af-
ter 12 years and Ardh
Kumbh after every 6
years which is currently
underway in Prayagraj,
UP with duration Jan 13
to Feb 26 is a star event
in itself attracting huge
crowds from the world,
even attracting people
with different religious
identities where the
only thing in common
is witnessing the divine
atmosphere, away from
the materialism of the
world in search of inner
peace. It signifies that in
spite of having different
religions, the quest is
the same that is seeking
inner peace and to dis-
cover our real self. This
also does justice to the
phrase “Vasudev Ku-
tumbkam” which orig-
inated in Maha Upani-
shad. Until now, more
than 50 crore people
have taken holy dip,
which is more than the
entire population of US
and Brazil , fitting into a
space smaller than Delhi.

Managing such crowds in
a single city is a herculean
task to do with apprecia-
tion to UP's administration,
with steps such as install-
ing CCTV's at every corner,
providing amenities such
as dispensaries, washrooms,
eateries ete. frequently for
the ease of people, even at-
taching barcodes to poles

act location easier. The de-
ployment of heavy police to
ward off unsocial elements,
with the threat of terrorist
attack looming, even the
para-millitary was called,
underwater drones etc., dis-
playing the ightedness
of the administration. Even
the clean waters of the river
says a lot about the effort
and the will of the admin-
istration. There has been
no incident of any hygiene
disruption or epidemic risk
considering previous chol-
era outbreaks which were
common in Kumbh, all this
has been achieved through
unique sewage treatment
plants that use microbes to
treat water.

January 29 posed a question
mark on the efficiency of the
Administration in hosting
huge crowds, when it was re-

that makes finding the ex-
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ported that around 30 peo-
ple lost their lives and many
injured in the stampede that
oceurred around midnight.
TV screens were filled with
moving images of people
weeping about their loss.
Though the Administration
acted swiftly meeting the
vietims, announcing com-
pensation and taking steps
such as ending VIP culture,
declaring no-vehicle zone in
case of large crowds, deploy-
ing more para-military.

Administration should work
on a mission-mode to avoid
another such incident and
also take other steps such
as deploying more forces in
order to give each police or
military personne] adequate
time to rest so that vigilance
is not compromised. Also,
waiting areas need to be
created for people to rest
instead of doing so on roads,

more drones are needed in
air as well as water.

Even as a spiritual congre-
gation drawing crowds all
over, with people immers-
ing themselves not just in
“Sangam Waters”, but also
in a divine and pure at-
mosphere doing some soul
searching with a one of its
kind experience. Moreover,
it can help to put India on
world map for hosting some
prestigious events such as
Fifa world cup, olympics etc.
1t has also helped draw a lot
of interest in our country as
well as our ancient heritage
even promoting recreational
as well as spiritual tourism,
which can further help India
to form a good bonding with
various countries through its
use of soft power, instead of
the usual hard power bar-

Every pilgrim wishes to
take holy dip at the Sangam
resulting in huge crowd
at Sangam Nose. By en-
suring that holy Yamuna
water flows into the Ganga
through big visible pipes at
an interval of 20 meter at
Pontoon Bridge and holy
Ganga water into Yamuna,
pilgrims can experience the
spiritual essence of Sangam
without  physically rench-
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ing the crowded
point. This would reduce
crowd density at the Sangam
Nose, preventing stampedes
& accidents and fulfil the re-
ligious desire of devotees.

By Priyanka Saurabh

In recent years, there has
been a rise in the num-
ber of rape cases where
the accused is accused of
raping her. In these cases,
a man who has promised
to marry a woman engag-
es in sexual activity and
physical intimacy with
her but later reneges on
his promise. Often for-
getting that the relation-
ship between them was
consensual, the woman
who feels wronged by
this accuses the man of
rape. The Allahabad High
Court's decision in Atul
Gautam v. State of Uttar
Pradesh (2025) recently
resulted in granting bail to
a man who was accused
of raping his cohabiting
partner in exchange for
marriage vows. Wom-
en's autonomy is affected
by such court decisions,
which also perpetuate
gender stereotypes.

Increasing cases of rape due to
false promises of marriage

[he new report of

the National Crime

Records  Bureau

(NCRB) states
that every year, several
thousand rape cases are
registered under the guise
of false marriage vows. The
Jjudgment given by the Al-
lahabad High Court in the
Atul Gautam case in 2025
raises the question of how
judicial interpretations af-
fect the autonomy and legal
protection of women. Rape
and consenting to sex are
clearly different. In these
situations, the court must
carefully consider wheth-
er the complainant had a
genuine desire to marry
the victim or if he had any
ulterior motive and made
a false promise to this ef-
fect only to satisfy his lust,
as the latter is considered
deception or fraud. Addi-
tionally, there is a differ-
ence between not keeping a
false promise and breaking
it. A promise made by the
accused without the inten-
tion to entice the prose-
cutrix to engage in sexual
activity will not be valid as
rape. The prosecutrix may
consent to sexual relations
with the accused based on
her love and passion for
him rather than on a false
impression created by the
accused. Alternatively, the
aceused may be unable to
marry her despite having
the intention to do so due
to unforeseen or uncon-
trollable  circumstances.
These situations need to
be handled differently. A
case of rape is clear only if
the complainant has a ma-
licious intent or ulterior
motive.

The Atul Gautam v. Alla-
habad High Court decision
violates the Supreme Court
guidelines. This decision is
in contrast to the Aparna
Bhatt v. State of Madhya
Pradesh decision of 2021,
which forbids the accused
and the victim from com-
municating while on bail
to avoid secondary trauma.
The Supreme Court ruled
that to guarantee a fair trial,
bail requirements should
not compel communica-
tion between the accused
and the survivor. The idea
that marriage is a remedy
for rape and not a punish-

ment for the crime is rein-
forced by such bail require-
ments, which put the social
compact ahead of the rule
of law. Similar words were
used while granting bail
in Rama Shankar v. State
of Uttar Pradesh (2022),
which weakened the pros-
ecution’s case against the
defendant. The survivor
may be forced into mar-
riage by the accused in or-
der to obtain bail, resulting
in continued abuse within
the legal system. Abhishek
v. State of Uttar Pradesh
(2024) created a coercive
dynamic by grdnting bail
to the accused in exchange
for a promise of marriage,
rather than guaranteeing
justice. Which forces the
survivor to depend on the
accused instead of getting
proper rehabilitation sup-
port. The state's obligation
to provide housing, edu-
cation, and counseling to
survivors and children was
highlighted by the Court in
the Juvenile's Right to Pri-
vacy (2024). The purpose
of bail is not to enforce so-
cial duties but to guarantee
temporary freedom while
the case is pending.

Women’s autonomy and
the continuation of the
“honor” ideology are affect-
ed by these judicial deci-
sions, which also reinforce

T stereotypes. Such
decisions make rape less of
a crime and more of a loss
of chastity, reinforcing the
patriarchal notion that a
woman's dignity is tied to
marriage. Courts have, in
many past decisions, equat-
ed a victim's rehabilitation
with marriage, failing to
acknowledge rape as a vio-
lation of bodily autonomy.
Courts undermine wom-
en’s autonomy by pressur-
ing victims to marry offend-
ers and promoting abuse
and control under legal
protection. Courts that con-
sider marriage as a remedy
ignore the victim’s lack of
consent, which means that
coercion can be legally jus-
tified. Women are often
forced to stay in “compro-
mise marriages” W|th the]r

violence, turning these in-
cidents into civil disputes
rather than serious crimes.
Victims in  conservative
rural areas are often pres-
sured by courts to marry
the aceused. To ensure that
justice is not compromised
by social pressure, courts
should follow established
rules that prohibit mar-
riage from being a condi-
tion of bail. In the Aparna
Bhat case (2021), the Su-
preme Court ruled that bail
requirements that force
victims into relationships
or perpetuate gender ste-
reotypes should be avoided.
The state should improve
welfare programs by pro-
viding monetary support,
counseling, legal aid, and
skill-building courses
to hdp \'mtlms become

ases. Victims' rights and
gender justice should be
incorporated into judicial
training courses, such as
those conducted by the Na-
tional Judicial Academy.

To ensure speedy justice,
speedy trials will eliminate
the need for lengthy legal
battles to force victims into
settlements. Although the
2019 Nirbhaya Fund was set
aside for fast-track courts,
many of them still remain
underutilized as a result
of a lack of resources and
administrative bottlenecks.
Such judicial decisions
risk undermining women's
rights and thus reinforcing
patriarchal norms. A well-
thought-out legal strategy
is needed to distinguish be-
tween the complexity of the

abusers despite
trauma and safety risks.
Violating Article 21, which
protects women’s autono-
my and dignity, such deci-
sions violate women’s con-
stitutional rights by forcing
them into  relationships
against their will. Accord-
ing to the Supreme Court,
forced marriages violate
Article 21, causing victims
to face more exploitation
instead of justice.

self- sup-
port services are provided
by the One Stop Centre
scheme; however, for max-
imum impact, this needs to
be improved and expanded.
To ensure that judicial dis-
cretion does not threaten
victims' rights, legislative
amendmerts should specif-
ically prohibit the practice
of granting bail on the con-
dition of marriage. Provide
gender-sensitive  training
to judges to ensure that le-

These perpet-
uate the notion that mar-
riage can resolve sexual

gal inter uphold
constitutional  principles
rather than patriarchal bi-

and the intent
to defraud. Justice can be
delivered i

Bad times any way
stay longer than the

ood times but when

ad times are mixed
with good times, they
become immortal,
unforgettable and in-
erasable, because good
times are the only
times that makes us
forget how painful this
life is and when bad
times are mixed with
those moments, then
all you are left is a life
full of pain. In the want
of giving someone mo-
mentary pain, don’t
make someone’s life
hell forever. Tt is nat-
ural to cheat but don't
cheat in the time when
all he is needs is your
loyalty, it is natural to
hurt but don’t hurt that
deep that it couldn’t be
healed, it is natural to
leave but don’t leave
at the time when he
needs you the most, it
is natural to be clever
but don't be cleaver
when he needs your
innocence.

should  not

You are not a
man-eater so &

THEWISDOM TREE BY SUVEEN KUMAR

THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

GOOD TIMES,
BAD TIMES

act like one. A man is
not only made of flesh
and blood but feelings
too. A man without
feelings is not even a
living ~ creature. Bad
times are poisonous,
the overdose or the
longer-dose of them
is sure to kill someone.
Don't serve smile with
bitterness, bliss with
curse and better with
worse. If not man then
God_certainly knows
the difference between
being cleaver and be-
ing wise and as long
as God understands
it, it doesnt matter
who else doesn’t. Don’t
help someone today
to rule them one day,
don’t care someone to-
day to worry them one
day, don't set someone

to bind them one
day, don't bring some-
one close to push them
away one day.

Moral: Don’t serve

two things mixed

as it leaves none
of them pure.
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SC notice to UP authorities on contempt
petition over razing mosque in Kushinagar

New Delhi

he Supremc Court

on Monday issued

notice to the

cerned authorities
of the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment on a contempt pe-
tition lor demolishing part
of the Madni mosque in
the state’s Kushinagar dis-
trict.

The pleasaid demolition
action at & mosque in
Kushinagar, wasin alleged
violation of November 13,
2024, order restraining
demalition actions across
the country without prior
notice and opportunity of
hearing.

Abench of Justices B R
Gavai and A G Masih is-
sued a notice to concerned
authorities and asked them
to respond as to why con-
temipt of court proceedings
should not be initiated
ngainst them.

The bench while hear-

PIL in SC over
New Delhi Railway
Station stampede

Newy Dethi

APIL has been filed in the
Supreme Court in the wake
of the recent stampede at
the New Delhi Railway Sta-
tion, seeking to constitute
an expert committee to
frame guidelines and sug-
gest measures 1o prevent
such incidentsin the future.

The PIL sought direction
from the Union and State
governments to collective-

ing a contempt petition or-
dered that until further or-
ders, there shall be o dem-
olition of the structure.
“It is submitted (by the
petitioner) that the strue-
ture in guestion was con-
strueted on private land
owned by the petitioners.

AR

The construction thercon
was also with the due sane-
tion of municipal authori-
ties as per the sanction or-
der of 1999. It was sub-
mitted that hased on a
complaint, the matter was
enguired by the SDM. The
SDM carried out an in-

spection and also issued a
press note on December
22, 2024, As per the in-
spection, the construction
was found to be in aceor-
dange with the sanetion
plan," the bench stated in
its order.

"It also notes that the

construction which was
found to be non-sanctioned
was removed by the peti-
tioners themselves. 1t is
submitted that in these
premises, the demolition
which was made is in egre-
gious contempt of the di-
rections issued by this
court,” it added while issu-
ing natice to officials and
seeking their responsi in
two weeks.

A portion of Madni
Mosque in Uttar Pradesh's
Kushinagur distriet, which
was allegedly built on "en-
croached’ land, was de-
malished by bulldozers ear-
Tier this month,

The caretaker of the
mosgue has elaimed that
the Muslim ecommunity
had purchased land around
ago for the purpose of ¢con-
structing the mosque and
that there was no en-
croachment.

The mosgue committee

challenged the demolition
in the High Court and se-
cured a stay ‘order until
February 8, however, with
the order expiring on
ruary 9, authorities initiat-
ed the demolition drive.

On Novenber 13 last
vear, the top court deliv-
ered a judgement and Jaid
down pan-India guidelines
saying no property ghonld
e demolished without a
prior sho use notice
and the affected must be
given 15 days to respond.

It passed a slew of direcs
tionsin its November 2024
verdict and made clear that
they would not be applica-
ble if there was an unau-
thorised struetire ina pul-
lie place such as a wad,
street, footpath, abutting
railway line orany riveror
water hody and als in cas-
eswhere there was an arder
for demolition made by a
court of law.

Gullas College of Medicine Host Indo-Philippines Cultural
Education Exchange Summit Celebrating Friendship

New Delhi

Gullas College of Medicine
hosted the Indo-Philippines
Cultural Education Ex-
change Summit to com-
memorate 75 years of diplo-
matic ties between the two
nations. The event took
place at the GCMT Audito-
rium, Gov. M Cuenco Ave.,
Banilad, Mandane City,
Fhllimunn under the

lyconstitute anexperteom-  theme: "A Um(m Foster~
mittee to frume guideli ing Global Ce In-
and measures to prevent  tegrating Education,
theincidents of stampedes.  Healtheare, Culture, and
Thepleafiled by advocate. Tourism for a Sustainable

Vishal Tiwan sought direc-
tion from Indian Ruilways
to take mensures for the
safety of passengers at rail-
way stations and platforms
by widening corridors, care-
structing broader over-
bridges and plitforms, and
ENSULNg easy Ac0ess to plat-
forms through ram ps and
escalators. During peak
howrs, any changes 1o ar-
rival ot departure platforms
should e strictly avoided.
"Utilising barriers, ropes,
and crowd control gates ta
manage passenger low is
essential and not to dis-
tribute tickets at a time
above the number of pas-
sengers who may gather
and accommodate on a rail-
way station as per to the
space available,” the plea
stated.

The petitioner also
sought directions to the
Union and the states to im-
plement the report made by
thee National Disaster Man-
agement Authority in 2014
titlesd "Managing Crowd at
Events and Venues of Mass
Gathering,"

The stampede occurred
due toa last-minute change
of the departure platform of
in to Prayagraj, said
the petitioner, adding that
such incidents have also
occurred previously as well
at railway stations.
recurring
tragedies highlight the ur-
gent need for enhanced
crowd management and
safety measures at signifi-

Future.”

The Summit holds deep
significance for both Fil-
ipine and Indian commu-
nities, celebrating a shared
histary of tion since

Honourable Excel
Harsh Kumar Jain,
bassador of Tndia to the
Philippines, as the Chief
Guest.

H.E. Harsh Kumar Jain,
Ambassador of India to the
Philij "The

U[dlp]ol"-lht ties, i
ives like the Indo-Philip:
pines Cultural Edueation
Exchange Summit deepen
our collaboration in eduea-
tion, health and cul-

the Treaty of Friendship
signed on July 13, 1952,
The event was graced by

Indo-Philippines relation-
shipis built on mutual re-
spect, shared values, and a

Unacademy: JEE Main
2025 Session 1 Results
Break Record Again

i
1‘.dTu.h me’orm hns once
again set new benchmarks
with the JEE Main 2025
Sessiom 1 results. A remark-
able 920+ students from
Unacademy have achieved
above 9o percentile, rein-
the effectiveness of its
hybrid learning model that
scamlessly integrates online
and offlme education.
Summit Juin, Co-founder
at Unacademy, expressed
his enthusiasm about the
outstanding resuits, stating,
“Our learners have once
again demonstrated their
caliber and perseverance.
These results reflect theded-

Ujjwal lunnn (5o. QQD%IIU
Samudra arkar
(99,9092 %me],SnJanAw-w
al (99.98%ile), Yash Kumar
(99.98%ile), and numerous
ather exceptional learners
who have showeased their
dedication and hard work,

With ‘a commitment to
providing top-tier educa-
s U <

ication of onr ed the

strength of our study mate-
rials, and the impact of our
hybrid learning model. We
are confident that this is just
the beginning. and our stu-
dents will continue to break
records in .ILI:.. NEET, :md

to expand its reach, now
hoasting over 75 centers
across more than 50 cities
India. The platform remains
steadfast in its mission to
empower students with ex-
ceptional resources, expert

cant transport hul
New Delhi Raflway Sta
tion,” submitted the plr.-n.
It further stated, "The
government and railway
y are
that when Mah:
going on ind lakhs of peo~
ple are boarding from the
railway stations from all
states. Then' the railways

L tsad

other S

tons.”

Among the top scorers,
Saurav secured 100 per-
centile, followed closely by

and compre-
hensive academic suppart.
ennbling them to achieve
their dreams of securing top
rinks in competitive exams.

ture. The unveiling of the
Thiruvalluvar statueat Gul-
Ias Medical College reflects

Union Govt committed to implementing NEP:

New Delhi
Following the allegations of
the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DME) govern-
ment of language imposi-
tion and funds not been re-
leased for the implementa-
tion of the National Tduca-
tion Policy (NEP) in Tamil
Nadu, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra said
that the Central government
is committed toimplement-
ing National Education Pol-
icy.

Dharmendra Pradhan
sald, "To create competition
among students, to create a
Tevel-playirig field, we hive to
cometo s common platform.
NEP is the new aspirational
common platform. Irespect,
all languages. This NEP, en-
visioned by PM Modi is giv-
ing emphasis to the mother
tongue."

He further said that
though Tamilwas one of the
oldest languages there was
nothing wrong if studesits
in Tamil Nadu recieve a
multligual education.

"Tamil is ene of the oldest
languages of our civilisation.
But what is wrong if a stu-
dent in Tamil Nadu will kearn
multilingual aspect in edu-
cation? It can be Tamil, Eng-
lish and other Indian lan-

our shared reverence for
Jmowledge and wisdom.”

Dr. David K Pillai, Chief
Lixecutive Consultant. Gul-
Ins College of Medicine, has
also mentioned. "t is such
a privilege to celebrate 75
years of hilateral relations
between the Philippines
und India. Over the years,
thisrelationship has grown
stranger through a rich ex-
change of culture, litera-
ture, and education. The
Phifippines has established
itselfas a premier desting-
tion for students seeking
world-class medical edu-
cattion, and with the recernt
reforms tabled in the Sen-
ate allowing students from
any country to practice in
the Philippines, this marks
a significant milestone—
espedially For Indian med-
ical aspirants. [ am confi-

I
gunges. There'is no impost
tion of Hindi or any other
linguage on them. Some
friends in Tamil Nadu are
doing politics. But Govt 0fTn-
din is committed to imple-
menting NEP and there are
certain conditions with
NEP," the Minister suid.
The Education Minister
further said that certain po-
litical parties were not in fa-
vor of implementing NEP
due to their political inter-
ests, although education is on
the concurrent list.
Tamil  Nadu
Deputy Chief Minister and
DMK leader Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Monday hit out at
the BiP-led Union govemn-
ment, which he alleged was
attempting @ Hindi imposi-
tion on the Southern state.
"The Union Government

dent that this will open new
avenues for bright Indian
students, further strength-
ening demic ties and

Cong distances itself from
Sam Pitroda's statements

m Ramesh on Mon-
day clarified that senior
l.eﬂd«:r Sam Pitroda's state-
ment on China is "not the
view" of the Indian Nation-
al Congress.

Taking to X, Jaitam
Ramesh wrote, "The v

Sum Pitroda on Chini are
most definitely NOT the
views of the Indian Nation-
al Congress

The clarification from the
party's communication in
charge came amid the heavy
backlash of Bharativa Jana-
tu Party.

Ramesh said that Con-
gress has repeatedly mised
questions ahout PM Modi's
approach to China, "mneclud-
ing the PM's public clean
chit to iton June 19, 2020,

"Chinga remains our fore-
most foreign policy, external
security, a5 well as econom-
iechallenge. The INC has re-

paving the way for a future
of excellence in medical ed-
ucation.”

Mr. Kadwin Pillai, CEQ,
Transworld Educare Pyt
Ltd and Kings Infernation-
al Ltd, added: “We at
Transworld Edvcare and
Kings International extend
our sinere gratitude fo the
Government of the Philip-
pines and its Ministry of
Edeation for commemao-
rating Indo-Fhilippines 75
years of friendship at such
a grand scale. The unveiling
of the Thimalluvar statue
is not just a tribute to a lit-
erary icon buta signmficant
gesture of respect towards
Tamil heritage ani the peo-
pleof tndia.

has not allotted funds to us in
the union budget and even
Tamil Nadu's name is not
there i the budget. After
the eyelonie disaster hap-
pened i Tamil Nadu, we
asked for funds from the
contral government to re-
lease funds, but they still
have not allotted it; only
SDRF funds were given tous.
Tamil Nadu people are
watching their actions and
when the time comes, they
will reply to them,” Stalin
said.

"Edlucation was m the state
list hefare and it is in the con-
current list now. The Union
government is trying to im-

pose Hindi and our Chief
Minister will not aceept it.
The Union government is
trving to impose Hindi on us
and plessedon’t impose Hin-

peatedly mised guéstions
on the Modi Govt's ap-
proach to China, including
the PM's public clean chitto
it on June 19, 2020, Our
most recent statement on
Ching was on 28th January
2025, Itisalso extremely re-
grettable that Parliament is
being denied an opportuni-
tv to discuss the sitnation
and express a collective re-
solve to meet these chal-
lenges effectively,” Ramesh
wrote on X,

Earlier, BJP's national
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi lashed out at Con-
gress over Sam Pitroda’s
statement on China saying
that his statemwnts are an
“insult” to the soldirs who

di on us,” the Deputy Chief
minister of Tamil Nadu
added.

DMK leader Saravanan
Annadurai also hit out at
Tamil Nadu BIP chief K An-
namalai for supporting
Union Minister Dharmendra
Pradban’s statement on the
New Education Policy (NEP)
and refused the need to study
Hindi:

"Anamalai is indebted to
the RSS high command, who
have made him the Tamil
Nadu chief... He was made
the chief of TN BIP so that he
could be a puppet in those
hands, If he understands

“Famil Nadu's histc
oppise the three-language
formula,” Annadurai said

“We don't want Hin
Why should we read Hindi?
What's the use of studying

lost u\mr lives in Galwan,

aled the Congress par-
ty's agreement with China.
The serious thingis thatthe
Kind of thing Sam Pitrodi
has said is a very deep blow
to India’s identity, diplo-
macy and sovereignty,
Rahul Gunedhi has also gi
enmany similar siatements
Some time ago,
on hig foreign tour, he had
said that China has solved
the problem of unemploy-
ment very well " Trivedi said
in a press conference.

"This i an insulf to our
Galwan Martyrs. Our 20
soldiers were martyred in
Galwan and after that, if
vour overseas President
speakssuch language, then
itis eondemnable,” Trivedi
added.

RIP's CR Kesavan also
attacked the Congress ac-
cusing them of "glorifying
China and insulting India”
while raising questions over
their 'support’ to the neigh-
bouring country.

"Why & the Congress Par-
ty repeatedly glorifying Chi-
na and insulting India?
Where daes the loyalty of
the Congress Party lie? Is it
with China or our Bharat?
And why does the Congress
Party not discloge the Mol
signed by Rabml Gandhi
himself on behalf of the
(‘ungmss Party and thc

on August 7, 20082 These
are the guestions which the
people of our nation are
asking the Congress party,”
Kesavin said.

“"Sam Pitroda isthe ideo-
logival mentor of Rahul
Gandhi and the Congress,

Pradhan

absolutely no use in studving
Hindi,” he added.

DMK MP Kanimozhi said,
"All thosein the BIP should
understand the difference
between taking alanguage as
a preferred. language and
studying it when there is no
ather waty and when there is
aneed t study it

“Befare the BJP came to
power, they were teaching
German, but now they are
foreing Sanskrit to be stud-
jed. What is the benefit of
studving Sanskrit? Language
imposition, dominance im-
position, and all these are
‘what the Union government
is doing. That is why we are
opposing this language im-
position, Hindi imposition,”
sheadded. K Annamatai on
Sunday had slammed Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister MK

Hindi? Will it make us be-  Stalin for his stance againg
come a doctm Why  the three-language formula
should we read Hindi? So  in education.

that we can unch dwhat iy hools where the
the Prime Mimister says? We  sons, daughters or grand-
should read Hindi because  children of Tamil Nadu min-
we can conversewith North  isters, including the Chiel

Indian immigrants who are
flocling tothe state of Tamil
Nadu. People here are well
educated and migrating to
the USA, Londod, Extopean
countries, Australia, China
and other couritries. There is

PM Modi to address publlc rally in Bhagalpur ahead of Bihar

sho 3
arrangements and safety
measures, There have been
many videos on sorial me-
dia and news reports that
show the chaotic condition
at the railway stations
where the people are suf-
fering, The bogies are secen
fully filled, not leaving an
inch of space and people are
packed like in a sack.”

February 241h at 11 AM o
address a public vally ahead
of the 2023 Bihar elections,
at the Airport Grounil.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar will sccompany the
Prime Minister, and the ral-

Iy is expected to witness the
participation of around 5
lakh farmers.

The event will feature thi

Kisan Samman Nidhi dis-
tribiition and a public meet-

ing. As part of the program,
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will release the 19th in-
stalmenl of Kisan Samman
Nidhi, prioritizing the wel-
fare, happiness, and pros-
perity of farmiers.

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BIP) Teader Sahmawaj Hus-
sain told ANT that the rally
will witness the presence of
senior NDA leaders and peo-
ple from 13 districts, includ-
ing Bhagalpur, Munger, Be-
gusarai, and others.

BJP leaders are optimistic

abuut winming 200+ seals in
Bihar, citing the strong NDA
alliance and double-engine
government under PM Modi
and Nitish Kumar's leader-

ship.

"Tust like Delhi, we will
win Bihar upeoming elec-
tions 1o0,” Hussain said.

“The BIP, JD(U), Lok.Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas),
Hindustan Awam Morcha
and the Rashtriya Lok Mor-
cha are canstituents of the

National Democratic Allinno:
(NDA) in Bihar,

Earlier, Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RID) Chief Lalu Prasad
Yadav downplayed the im-
pact of the Delhi election re-
sults on Bihar, asserting that
the BIP stands no chance of
forming a government in the
state.

Speaking to the media,
Yadav claimed that the peo-
ple have now recognised
Bharativa Janata

Minister, study ean teach
trilingualism. Shouldn't gov-
emnient schopls teach our
children stody trilingualism-
~Tamil, English dnd a third
Indian langnage?” Anna-
malai said in a post on X.

elections

Party. There will be no im-
pact. Howcan they form the
government? Can the BJP
farm the government while
weate here? The people have
now recagnised the BJR
Lalu Yadav said.

The Bihar Legislative As-
sembly election for all 243
constituencies s scheduled to
be held in October or No-
vember this year. The last as-
sembly elections were held in
October-Navember 2020,




Assam police

files FIR against
Pak national Ali
Taugeer Sheikh

lodged an FIR against Ali
Taugeer Sheikh and oth-
alleged comments

s internal affairs
and parliamentary mat-
ters aimed at disrupting
communal harmony and
the mation's interests fol-
lowing allegations of his
close link with Congress
MP Gauray Gogol's Brit-
ish wife Elizabeth Col-
bum, CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma said on Monday.

"In pursuance of the
Cabinet decision taken
yesterday, Assam Po-
lice has lodged an FIR
and the same had been
registered as CID PS
Case No 05/2025 U/S
48/152/61/197(1) BNS,
2023 RW  Sec.13(1)
UA(P) Act against Al
Taugeer Sheikh and
unknown others"”, the
chief minister posted
on'X',

The Assam Cabinet
on Sunday had decid-
ed not to register any
case against the Con-
gress MP or his British
spouse, who the BJP
has accused of having
18I links, but instruct-
ed the DGP to file an
FIR against Pakistani
national Ali Taugeer
Sheikh.

The chief minister
had said the state gov-
ernment will write to
the Centre for prob-
ing Colburn's partic-
ipation in Lok Sabha
campaigns,  despite
being a British citi-
zen, in the erstwhile
Kaliabor  constituen-
cy, which was won hy
Gogoi twice.

Assam CM
Sarma announces
Rs 27 cr for
renovation of
rural roads in
Kokrajhar

i
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530 million devotees have taken holy dip

Lucknow:

s Prayagraj con-
tinues to witness
huge footfall
of devotees gathering
at Mahakumbh, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi  Adityanath said
that so far, 53 crore
devotees have taken a
holy dip in the Triveni
Sangam and this process
will continue for the next

nine days.

CM Yogi Adityanath
said, "This moment is
even more important
for us when Maha-
kumbh is being organ-
ized, which has become
the world's largest
spiritual and cultural
event to date. far,
53 crore devotees have
taken a holy dip in the
Triveni Sangam and
this process will con-
tinue for the next nine
days."

He further said that
this is the potential of
the country and people
got opportunity to visit
Uttar Pradesh.

He further said, "Un-
der the leadership of
PM Modi, for the first
time the faith of the
country got respect.
The wait of 500 years
is over and now we
can go to Ayodhya to

offer prayers to Lord
Ram. In 2016-17, when
there was no BJP gov-
ernment in the state,
the number of devo-
tees coming to Ayo-
dhya was uni;y 2 lakh 35
thousand, and in 2024,
this number is more
than 14 to 15 crore dev-
otees. This is the result
of the contribution of
the devotees.”

Devatees  continued
to arrive at Maha-
kumbh 2025 to take
a holy dip at Triveni
Sangam on the 36th
day of the festival on
Monday. Over 52 crore
devotees have taken a
holy dip so far at the
world's largest human
gathering, ~

A massive influx of

the Prayagraj Railway
station on Monday.

Police officials were

constantly vigilant
to manage the over-
whelming crowd.
The Director Gener-
al of Central Reserve
Police Force, G P Sin-
gh reviewed the se-
curity  arrangements
for ~Prayagra]'s Ma-
hakumbh on Sunday,
also appreciated how
there 1s a 'fine syner-
gy' between the Uttar
Pradesh Police, CRPF
and all other agencies
involved.

The X account of
CRPF mentioned, "In
Prayagraj, DG GP Sin-
gh assessed security ar-
rangements for Maha-

CM Dhami attends workshop
organized by NITI Aayog in Dehradun

Dehradun:
Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh

Dhami on Monday par-
ticipated in the work-
shop organized by NITI
Aayog on the topic of
‘Springshed Manage-
ment and Climate Adap-
tation Strategies for Sus-
tainable Development in
the Indian Himalayan
Region' in Dehradun.
Speaking at  the
workshop, Chief Minis-
ter Dhami talked about
the increasing prob-
lems caused by climate
change, i

Ahead of the historic
Budget and Assembly
Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly in
Kokrajhar, Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa
Sarma announced Rs
27 crores for the reno-
vation of rural roads in

Kokrajhar.
In a post on X, the
government of BTR

said, "Ahead of the his-
toric first-ever Budget
and Assembly Session
of the Assam Legislative
Assemnbly in Kokrajhar,
CM Dr Himanta Biswa
and CEM Pramod Boro
BTR inspected road in-
frastructure in the Jar-
bari-Dighli area leacing
to  Saralpara. During
the visit, CM Himanta
Biswa Sarma conducted
a comprehensive review
of the ongoing road de-
velopment projects and
announced a commit-
ment of Rs 27 crores for
the renovation of rural
roads in Kokrajhar."

“This significant sup-
port reflects the joint
efforts of the Assam
Government and BTR
leadership in enhanc-
ing connectivity, accel-
erating infrastructure
development, and im-
proving rural liveli-

oods,” the X post of
the Govt of BTR fur-
ther said.

CM  Sarma _ arrived
to a warm welcome in
Kokrajhar on Monday
morning to attend a
historie sitting of the
state Assembly outside

Guwahati.
Assam  Legislative
Assembly session is

being held outside the
capital city for one day
for the first time in the
state's history.

The first day of the
Budget session of the
Assam Legislative As-
sembly is being held
at the Bodoland Ter-
ritorial Council (BTC)
assembly in Kokrajhar
on Monday, sending a
message of peace.

m
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garding the state’s wa-
ter resources.

He emphasized that
the continuous dry-
ing up of water sourc-
es, such as drains and
streams, was a signif-
icant concern for the
state and the larger
[imalayan region.
“Climate change is a
big problem for us, a
big challenge too. Our
water sources, our
drains, streams, all
of these are dryin;
up continuously, ‘ane
their sources are get-
ting reduced," Dhami
said.

CM Dhami shared
the state government's
efforts to address
water scarcity as he
said, "We are already

'%

making efforts for the
revival of these water
sources in Uttara-
khand, and through
Spring and River Re-
juvenation Authority
(SARA), we are work-
ing to revive about
5500 such sources."
Dhami also empha-
sized the importance
of river rejuvenation
rojects in  Uttara-
hand. As hesaid, "The
transfer of Kosi, Ga-
as, Gomti, and Garu-
a rivers will ensure
drinking water and ir-
rigation for 2 lakh rural
populations across 625
villages. This project
will be a milestone in
our efforts to conserve
our water resources.”
He stressed the im-
portance of collective
action in the comin;
times to protect and

?

.‘,/

sustain the region's
natural resources.
Further, he added,
"Uttarakhand is also
a water tower in the
country. We have about
one thousand glacier
water  sources.These
rivers are the main
basis for the country's
food and livelihood.
Through NITI Aayog's
support and efforts,
Uttarakhand has se-
cured first place in the
country for achieving

sustainable  develop-
ment goals."
Dhami  expressed

hope that the ideas and
solutions discussed at
the workshop would be
beneficial not only for
Uttarakhand but also
for other Himalayan
states facing similar
environmental chal-
lenges.

kumblh, guiding CRPT
officials on balancing
vigilance with seamless
public assistance."
"He appreciated the
fine synergy between
UP Police, CRPF, and
all agencies involved
while commending
their hard wark so far
in maintaining securi-
ty," the post added.
Toease the extra rush
of passengers during
the Mahakumbh Mela
and in the backdrop of
the recent stampede at
New Delhi Railway Sta-
tion, Northern Railway
as decided to run four
special traing to facili-
tate smooth travel for
devotees and travellers.
The four
trains are Train No

CM  Yogi further
said that this is the
potential of the
country and people
got opportunity to

visit Uttar Pradesh. 1

04420: New Delhi to
Prayagraj Jn, depart-
ing at 19:00 hours,
with a route via New
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Mo-
radabad-Bareilly- Luc-
know-Racbareli Jn-
Phaphamau Jn; Train
No 04422: New Del-

hi to Prayagraj Jn,
departing at  21:00
hours, following the

same route as Train
No. 04420; Train No
04424: Anand Vihar
Terminal to Prayagraj
Jn, departing at 20:00
hours, with a route
via Ghaziabad-Mo-
radabad-Bareil-
Iy-Lucknow-Raebare-
li-Phaphamau; and
Train No 04418: New
Delhi to Darbhanga
Jn, departing at 15:00
hours, with a route
via New Delhi-Ghaz-
jabad-Chipyana
Buzurg-Kanpur-Luc-
know-Phaphamau-
Varanasi-Deen  Dayal
Upadhyaya Jn-Patlipu-
tra Jn-Darbhanga.

Man associated with
Nishad Party commits
suicide in UP's Maharajganj

Maharajgani (UP):

A 29-year-old man asso-
ciated with the Nishad
Party committed suicide
on Sunday by hanging
himself at his house in
Uttar Pradesh's Mahara-
jganj district, police said
on Monday.

The deceased has been
identified as Dharmat-
ma Nishad (29), a resi-
dent of Narkatha village
in Paniyara police sta-
tion area of Maharajganj
district.

The deceased recently
made serious allegations
against Nishad Party
chief and Uttar Pradesh
Minister Sanjay Nishad,

"I lost the battle of my
life. This is my last mes-
sage. Today after a lot
of thinking, 1 have de-
cided that this world is
of no use to me. I tried
to help as many people
as 1 could according to
my capacity and many
times I even helped peo-
ple beyond my capaci-
ty. Due to this, T made
thousands of  political
and social enemies, yet
1 continued to raise
voice of the exploited.
deprived and weak peo-
ple of the society,” he
wrote in a lengthy Face-
book post (in Hindi) on
Sunday morning.

"Meanwhile, T had to
face many false cas-
es and go to jail many
times, yet I did not let
my steps stop and con-
tinued helping people,”
he said.

Ending his letter, he
wrote, "If 1 am leaving
this world, the biggest
reason for this is Dr San-
jay Kumar Nishad and
his sons Praveen Kumar
Nishad and (Engineer)
Shravan Kumar Nishad
and my wicked traitor
friend Jai Prakash Ni-
shad. T am saying again
that if I wanted to kill, 1
could have Killed these
traitors anytime, but I
did not want to becorne
a murderer.”

"If 1 have made any
mistake with anyone
knowingly or unknow-
ingly in my social and
political Tife, then you
people please forgive me
and take care of my fam-
ily. Forgive me mother,
Anjali, Bhaiya, Didi," he
said.

Superintendent of Po-
lice: Somendra Meena
said the case is being in-
vestigated.

Police force is de-
ployed on the spot. Fur-
ther action will be taken
hased on the post-mor-
tem report, he added.

Akhilesh urges to extend Mahakumbh

dates, slam

Kannauj (Ut-

S i rty
Akhilesh Yadav on Mon-
day urged the Uttar
Pradesh government to
extend the dates for Ma-
hakumbh, saying that
many devotees have not
visited the holy congre-
gation because of "bad”
facilities and recent in-
cidents.

Yadav also accused
the Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath-led govern-
ment of 'hiding' the
death toll of the stam-
pede that happened in
Prayagraj on January

29.

Speaking to press,
Yadav said, "As per the
information  received
nowadays from peo-

le who have returned
rom there, the facili-
ties there are really bad.
CM had said that they
are making arrange-
ments for 100 crore
people but that many
people haven't even

one, only a few crores
have gone but still, all
the facilities have gone
dn(\;vn ILJhe hil([:,c1 stan]1]—
e happened, il
l?lgw. the ‘:ll()f(l]al death
toll has not come out."

"People spent hours
on the road durin
night due to long traf-

fic jams, so many peo-
ple lost lives in various
accidents, 1 demand
that the time of Kumbh
should be extended,”
Yadav addedl

30 eople  report-
edly lﬂg)t their Ij\'ego at
the stampede that oc-
curred on the oceasion
of the Mauni Amavasya
bathing ritual on Janu-

ary 29.

After Mauni
Amavasya  stampede,
another incident of
stampede  happened

in New Delhi Railway
Station on  Saturday
around 10 pm when
thousands of devo-
tees were heading to
Prayagraj for the Ma-
hakambh 2025 festi-
val and some to other

s UP govt for "bad" facilities

destinations in that
direction, causing se-
vere overcrowding at
the station. Around 18
people died in the inci-
dent.

Delhi Police has said
that confusion over the
trains led to the stam-
pede. The eonfusion
happened because of
the announcement of
the trains having the
same name starting
with 'Prayagraj’ and
platforms ~ they were
supposed to be at.

Police further said
that the announcement
of the Prayagraj Spe
cial arriving at Plat-
form 16 led to confu-
sion because Prayagraj
Express was already at
Platform 14.

"People who couldn't
reach their train at
Platform 14 thought
their train was arriving
at Platform 16, leading
to the stampede," po-
lice said.
ahakumbh
which commenced
on Paush Purnima
(January 13, 2023),
is the world's largest
spiritual and cultural
%athering, attracting
devotees from across
the globe. The grand
event will continue till
Mahashivratri on Feb-
ruary 26.

Over 52 crore dev-
otees have taken holy
dip so far at the world's
human  gath-
ering as of Monday
morning.

2025,

BJP MPs, other VIPs continue to arrive at ongoing Mahakumbh Mela

Prayagrai:

A steady stream of VIPs
continue to arrive at the
ongoing  Mahakumbh
2025 being held in Pra-
yargaj.

Ajay Bhatt, Uttara-
khand's BJP leader ap-
plauded the state Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yanath and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
for the arrangements
made.

"I am very happy
with the arrangements
made here. The CM
Yogi Adityanath and
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi have made
really good arrange-
ments..." Bhatt said.

Talking about the
mishaps that oceurred
during the massive
celebrations, he said,
"See these mishaps
keep occurring during
sue rand celebra-
tions. The fact that so
many people are com-
ing to the Kumbh Mela
is a very big deal...this
is our culture and no
caste, religion or class
area is  considered
here..".

dhi who also attend-
ed the Mahakumbh
said that it was the
country's culture that
brought people here.

"It is the country's
unity that is bring-
ing the geople here to

take a dip. 1 want to

y
thank CM Yogi who
made sure e ar-
rangements were good
and no one is troubled
by anything. I want to
thank every worker
here who have made
sure to make every
arrangement  here.."
Pardhi said speaking

to ANI

Atmaram  Bansal,
Director AP Lepsi
Medanta said that he
was fortunate to visit
Mahakumbh and take
a dip in the Triveni
Sangam.

"1 am very happy and
fortunate that I could

come to Mahakumbh
and visit the Triveni
Sangam. It is obvious
for a huge crowd to
emerge  considering
the importance of the
event...." Bansal said.

Devotees also con-
tinued to arrive at the
Mahakumbh on the
36th day of the festi-
val.

Over 52 crore dev-
otees have taken a
holy dip so far at the
world's largest human
gathering.

A massive influx of
devotees was seen at
the Prayagraj Railway
station.

Police officials
constantly  vi
to manage the over-
whelming crowd.

The Director Gener-
al of Central Reserve
Police Foree, G P Sin-
gh reviewed the se-
curity arrangements
for Prayagra's Ma-
hakumbh on Sunday,
also appreciated how
there 1s a 'fine syner-
giy‘ between the Uttar
Pradesh Police, CRPT
and all other agencies

involved.

The X account of
CRPF mentioned, "In
Prayagraj, DG GP
Singh assessed secu-
rity arrangements for
Muhukumgh, guidin,
CRPF officials on bal-
ancing vigilance with
seamless public assis-
tance."

"He appreciated the
fine synergy between
UP Police, CRPF, and
all agencies involved
while  commending
their hard work so far
in maintaining securi-
ty," the post added.

To ease the extra
rush of passengers

during the Maha-
kumbh Mela and in
the backdrop of the re-

cent stampede at New
Delhi Railway Station,
Northern Railway has
decided to run four
special trains to facil-
itate smooth travel for
devotees and travel-
lers.

The four special
trains are Train No
04420: New Delhi to
Prayagraj Jn, depart-
ing at 19:00 hours,

with a route via New
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Mo-
radabad-Bareilly-Lue-
know-Raebareli”  Jn-
Phaphamau Jn; Train
No 04422: New Del-
hi to Prayagraj Jn,
departing at 21:00
hours, following the
same route as Train
No. 04420; Train No
04424: Anand Vihar
Terminal to Prayagraj
Jn, departing at 20:00
hours, with a route
via Ghaziabad-Mo-
radabad-Bareil-
ly-Lucknow=-Raebare-
li-Phaphamau;  and
Train No 04418: New
Delhi to Darbhanga
Jn, departing at 15:00
hours, with a route
via New Delhi-Ghaz-
iabad-Chipyana
Buzurg-Kanpur-Lue-
know-Phaphamau-
Varanasi-Deen  Dayal
Upadhyaya Jn-Patli-
putra Jn-Darbhanga.
These special trains
are introduced to
manage the increased
passenger traffic dur-
ing the Mela and pro-
vide added conveni-
ence to the travellers.
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Nawaz Sharif
blames Imran
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"Lot of anxieties in some parts
of the world," EAM Jaishankar

Khan for
Pakistan's
economic woes

LAHORE Muscat
Pakistan's  three-time xternal Affairs
prime minister Nawaz Minister S Jais-
Sharif set his gun against hankar while

former premier Imran
Khan on Monday, saying

speaking at the 8th In-
dian Ocean Conference
panel discussion said

the Jzu]ed politician is re-
for

that the h in

woes and other ills pre-
vailing in the country.

Pakistan Muslim
League- Naw'lz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz, whose
younger brother Sheh-
baz Sharif and daughter
Maryam Nawaz are run-
ning governments in the
Centre and Punjab prov-
ince under the umbrella
of the powerful military,
is currently keeping a
low profile.

He recently met
PML-N legislators from
Punjab to listen to issues
in their constituencies
and blamed Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)
party supremo Imran
Khan, who has been in
jail in multiple cases
since August 2023, for
Pakistan's  economic
‘woes.

"The economy and
national values were
destroyed and demoe-
racy was stabbed in the
back by a person (Im-
ran Khan)," Nawaz told
PML-N lawmakers.

He said Khan had
shaken the country's
foundation after coming
to power in 2018.

The PML-N supremo
also held Khan, 72, re-
sponsible for bringing in
"indecency and hosf
in politics and destr
u]g the national values.”

"Corruption, economic
downfall, and inflation
are the so-called 'gifts' of
the PTI government,” he
said.

Agency
BLiSﬂNi=ISS

the US, has caused anxi-
ety in several parts of the
world.

Jaishankar said that
all countries have to as-
sess the situation with-
out being emotional and
attached to habits.

"Clearly a lot of new
things, some of which
was predictable if we
were tuned in to what
was coming out of the
US for the last year or
before that, perhaps
even longer. Obvious-
ly a Tot of anxieties in
some parts of the world,
a lot of opportunities
for many. I think what's
important is to kind of
assess it without getting
too emotional or you
know attached to your
habits, understand that
this is a change which is
upon us whether we like

it or not. It's happening
by the way, we do like
some parts of it definite-
ly and then look to see
where are the openings
and the possibilities out
there," he said.
Jaishankar also said
that India has long
struggled with the he-
gemony of the West.
"One of the issues we
have struggled with in
a way is a kind of he-
gemonism of the global
West. I heard a lot of
talk today about exter-

nal interference or polit-
ical interference, but in a
way the same thing was
happening in the name
of human rights and val-
ues. When we look at it
there are no possibili-
ties of evening out this
conversation that many
many practises which
were supposedly univer-
sal which were not, we
have now a greater ability
to push back to say that
well it may work that way
where you're coneerned,
but that isn't so for every-

body," he said.

He further said that
when there is a push for
universalism, there is
expectation that it would
come out of the people of
New York.

“So I would argue in
a way there's a greater
opportunity in a more
diversified world dif-
ferentiated world to
have more democratic
conversations. So the,
the persistent push for
universalism, that mo-
ment you believe is now

Jaishankar further
said that US President
Donald Trump wields
immense power, and
that something big
was going to happen.

perhaps facing a severe
pushback. I think that
kind of globalisation
there was an econom-
ic foundation to it, and
there was an ideological
superstructure to it. 1
think the superstructure
definitely is challenged if
not discredited. 1 think
the foundation is be-
ing contested. So today
when we say let's have
more resilient, reliable
supply chain, that's a po-
lite way of saying I contest
that model of globalisa-
tion where all roads lead
to one geography. When
you say that let's have
an active debate, you're
challenging the view that
there is one truth and it
has to come out of people
in New York," he said.
Agency

China plays its
Trump card

Beiji

_ Deymg
As newly installed Pres-

ident Donald Trump
pursues his personal
agenda in the White
House, Chairman Xi
Jinping and the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP)
elites must be rubbing
their hands with glee.
Trump and his senior
officials are alarming
or snubbing one coun-
try after another, thus
providing China mul-

gle opportunities to

vance its own author-
itarian cause.

With regularity, the
almost buffoonish ac-
tions of Trump are low-
ering respect for the
USA around the world.
Whether it is threats
to seize control of the
Panama Canal or Green-
land, Trump is making
a mockery of the rule of
law. In language remi-
niscent of China's lead-
ers, the American sec-
ond-term president has

tin did in Ukraine, and
what Xi is threatening
to do to Taiwan. Both
claim foreign territory
as their own, and they
deem conquest neces-
sary to secure their na-
tional security interests.
If it is okay for Trump to
talk like this, then how
can the world criticize
Putin and Xi for similar
ambitions? This is the
quandary that Trump is
creating for himself.

One of Trump's first
tasks was to suspend US
Agency for International
Development (USAID)
funding for go days, as
he moves it under the
Department of State
and shrinks its work-
force. The USA funds
40 per cent of global
foreign aid, so curbing
its finances will badly
disrupt  humanitarian
aid worldwide. Although
couched in the language
of saying money and]de—

not ruled out the use
of force to "retake" the

Panama Canal.
Yet that is exactly what
tsarist  Vladimir  Pu-

ility,
the USA is proving an
unreliable partner and
is giving China a golden
opportunity to step up
and expand its influence.

Pak journalist expresses concern over rising enforced disappearances

Islamabad
Pakistani journalist Ha-
mid Mir expressed his
deep concern about the
rising cases of enforced
disappearances in the
country on Monday. His
response came after a
post from the official ac-
count of Voice of Baloch
Missing Persons, which
highlighted a troubling
incident in Gwadar's te-
hsil Pasni.

According to the post,
five individuals were ar-
rested by security forc-
es and taken to an un-

known location. Since
their detention, they
have been missing, rais-
ing serious concerns.
The original post stat-
ed: "In the district of
Gwadar's tehsil Pasni,
the forces have arrest-
ed four brothers-Wahid
Majid, Hafeez Majid,
‘Waseem Majid, and Na-
deem Majid--along with
a young man named
Asim, and taken them
to an unknown location.
Since then, they have
been missing, which is
a matter of concern. We

condemn this action
and demand the im-
mediate recovery of all
four brothers along with
Asim."

In response on plat-

form X, Hamid Mir re-
marked, "The detained
youth will not be pre-
sented in any court, and
their disappearance will
not be questioned on

any TV channel because
the issue of missing per-
sons neither attracts
ratings nor encourage-
ment from the channel
management. Everyone
knows who is behind
their disappearance.
When the constitution
itself is missing, who
can protect citizens from
disappearing?"

This exchange under-
scores the growing issue
of enforced disappear-
ances in Pakistan, where
individuals are detained
without legal proceed-

ings, leaving their fam-
ilies in a state of uncer-
tainty and distress.
Enforced  disappear-
ances in Balochistan
have been a persistent
and a]armmg issue, with
many indi als, par-
ticularly activists, jour-
nalists, and political
leaders, vanishing with-
out a trace. These dis-
appearances are often
attributed to state agen-
cies, with accusations
that they target those
speaking out against the
government's policies or

advocating for Baloch
rights.

Victims are typically
detained in secret, sub-
jected to torture, and
sometimes found dead
or left without any for-
mal charges. The lack of
accountability, impuni-
ty for perpetrators, and
the climate of fear have
deepened the sense of
injustice and further
marginalised the Baloch
community, contribut-
ing to ongoing unrest
and human rights viola-
tions.

Stock Market Rebounds;
RIL, HDFC Bank Lead Gains

Mumbai

Stock markets snapped
the eight-day losing run
on Monday with bench-
mark Sensex closing
higher by 57 points on
the back of value buy-
ing in blue-chip stocks
IIDFC Bank and Reli-
ance Industries.

Helpedby fag-end buy-
ing, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 57.65
points or 0.08 per cent
to settle at 75,996.86.
During the day, the ba-
rometer tanked 644.45
points or 0.84 per cent
t0 75,294.76.

The NSE Nifty re-
bounded 30.25 points
or 0.3 per cent to

22,959.50.
From the 30-share
blue-chip pack, Bajaj

Finserv, Power Grid,
IndusIind Bank, Adani
Ports, UltraTech Ce-

ment, HDFC Bank, Zo-
mato and Tata Motors
were among the major
gainers.

Mahindra & Mahindra,
Bharti Airtel, Tata Con-
sultancy Services, Infos-
ys, ICICI Bank, and ITC
were the biggest laggards.

Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) offloaded eq-
uities worth Rs 4,204.69
crore on Friday, accord-
ing to exchange data.

The total outflow by
FPIs has reached Rs
99,299 crore -- near Rs
1 lakh crore -- in 2025
so far, data with the de-
positories showed. FPIs
pulled out Rs 21,272 crore
in the first two weeks of
this month, driven by
global tensions after the
US imposed tariffs on
imports. This came fol-
lowing a net outflow of
Rs 78,027 crore in Jan-

uary.

In Asian markets,
Seoul, Tokyo and Shang-
hai settled in the posi-
tive territory while Hong
Kong ended lower.

European markets
were trading higher. US
markets ended mostly
lower on Friday.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude climbed
0.21 per cent higher at
USD 74.90 a barrel.

The BSE benchmark
dropped 199.76 points
or 0.26 per cent to set-
tle at 75,939.21 on Fri-
day. The Nifty declined
102.15 points or 0.44 per
cent to0 22,929.25.

In the last eight trad-
ing days, the BSE bench-
mark tanked 2,644.6
points or 3.36 per cent,
and the Nifty slumped
810 points or 3.41 per
cent.

Skill Ministry & Intel Partner to
Empower Young Innovators

Th

Skill Development
&  Entrepreneur-
ship and American chip
maker Intel on Monday
announced the launch
of 'AI for Entrepreneur-
ship' micro-learning
monodule for young in-
novators across India,
aiming to skill 1 lakh
youth through the pro-
gramme.

The National Skill De-
velopment Corporation
(NSDC), a public-pri-
vate partnership (PPP)
organisation under the
administrative control of
the Ministry of Skill De-
velopment & Entrepre-
neurship, is also a part
of the initiative.

The module aims to
demystify artificial in-
telligence (AI) and foster

entrepreneurial thinking
among young innovators
across the country, ac-
cording to a statement.
"This initiative em-
bodies our commitment

to fuqtenng innovation,
empowering  individ-
uals, and building a
skilled workforce ready
to shape the industries
of tomorrow. Together,

let us harness the pow-
er of Al to unlock po-
tential, create jobs, and
drive our nation towards
a brighter, self-reliant
future where talent and
technology drive India’s
growth story," Minister
for Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship
Jayant Chaudhary said.

"Collaboration  with
the Ministry of Skill De-
velopment and Entre-
preneurship  provides
this initiative the scale,
reach and advances our
commitment to bring-
ing AI everywhere. Our
goal is to skill 100,000
youth through this pro-
gramme," said Gokul
Subramaniam, Intel
India President & Vice
President of Client Com-
puting Group.

Electoral Bonds in New Income Tax Bill: Experts Intrigued

New Delhi

Experts are intrigued by

the new Income Tax Bill,
2025 retaining provi-
sions related to electoral
bonds, which were ren-
dered unconstitutional
by the Supreme Court
last year, saying it could
be because of legislative
oversight or the govern-
ment's intention to bring,
it back in some other
form.

Electoral bonds have
been mentioned in the
new Income Tax Bill's
Schedule VIIT which
deals with 'Income not
to be included in the
total income of politi-
cal parties and electoral
trusts'.

In a judgement passed
on February 15 last year,
the Supreme Court had
scrapped the Centre's
electoral bonds scheme
of anonymous political
funding, calling it "un-
constitutional” as it was

"violative" of the right to
freedom of speech and
expression and right to
information.

Under the existing
Income Tax Act, 1961,
donations received from
companies and individ-
uals through electoral
bonds are exempt in the
hands of political par-
ties.

The government has
brought in a new Income

¥a
Tax Bill to replace the
64-year old I-T Act. The
622-page Bill is a sim-
plified version of the ex-
isting Act which has be-
come complicated over
the years because of over
4,000 amendments.
About the elector-
al bond related provi-
sions in the new I-T Bill,
AMRG & Associates Sen-
ior Partner Rajat Mohan
said the mention of elec-

toral bond provisions
in the new Income Tax
Bill could be because of
a legislative oversight,
or a deliberate move to
keep the door open for a
modified version of the
scheme in the future.
"While the Supreme
Court had strong and
justified grounds for
striking  down  the
scheme, the concerns it
highlighted can be ad-

Electoral bonds have
been mentioned in
the new Income Tax
Bill's Schedule Vil
which deals with ‘In-
come not to be includ-
ed in the total income
of political parties and

electoral trusts'. I

dressed through struc-
tured dialogue and ex-
pert consultations. The
government still retains
the legislative author-
ity to reintroduce a re-
vised political donation
framework, provided it
aligns with constitution-
al principles and ensures
transparency in electoral
funding," he said.
Mohan said mention-
ing of the electoral bond
in the new Bill may be
a strategic decision by
policymakers to leave
room for future electoral

ing reforms.

Shzudu] Amarchand
Mangaldas and Co Part-
ner Rohit Garg said the
changes in the new in-
come tax bill are mere-
ly structural in nature.
There have been no ma-
jor changes in the sub-
stantive provisions and
the charging sections.
Every provision which
was not rendered obso-
lete has been carried for-
ward into the new Act.

"While the SC has
ordered SBI to stop is-
suing electoral bonds,
amendments have to
be made under the rel-
evant laws to reflect the
Jjudgement. If ever in the
future, electoral bonds
are re-issued, they will
be allowed as a deduc-
tion. However, the ques-
tion regarding details of
the donors being made
public will have to be
addressed under the
relevant Acts, as I-T Act

merely deals mth the
taxability aspect,” Garg
added.

State Bank of India
(SBI) has issued elector-
al bonds worth Rs 16,518
crore in 30 tranches
since the inception of
the scheme in 2018.

As per Schedule VIII,
a political party has to
meet six conditions for
claiming tax exemptions
on voluntary contribu-
tions received by them.

One of the conditions
states that "no donation
exceeding Rs 2,000 is
received by such politi-
cal party otherwise than
by an account payee
cheque drawn on a bank
or an account payee
bank draft or use of elec-
tronic clearing system
through a bank account
or through such other
electronic mode as pre-
scribed or through elec-
toral bond".

Agency

India to
Respond to
US Reciprocal
Tariffs

New Delhi
India will take a view
rifardmg the recipro-

ariffs announced by
US President Donald
Trump, after finalisation
of the law by America
pertaining to these im-
port duties, an official
said.

The  official  said
though they are aware
of the elements of the re-
ciprocal tariff bill, but on
what shape it will take
once it became an Act,
"we are not clear".

"We do not know the
contours of the recipro-
cal act... So we will t
call on that once that act
comes into force," the
official said, when asked
if India is planning to
challenge the USA's re-
ciprocal tariffs in the
World Trade Organisa-

tion (WTO).
International  trade
experts have opi ned

that these duties "real-
ly shred"” the WTO rule
book.

The US has announced
25 per cent duty on steel
and aluminium.

Another official ex-
plained that the recipro-
cal tariffs the US will im-
pose is under a law they
have introduced in their
Congress and that the
Bill is there with their
select committee.

"We will see when it
comes (into force)," the
official said, adding that
the commerce minis-
try is planning to hold
stakeholder consultation
with industry and "once
tariffs are imposed, a
cost benefit analysis will
be done".

Advt Contact:
9816-199941
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Look its tough and there is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
isin rare company at his
age,-——— Simon Katichy

Williamson signs with Middlesex, to represent
club in T20 Blast, County Championship

London

iddlesex Cricket on Mon-

day announced the sign-

ing of New Zealand star

batter Kane Williamson
for the 20235 season, during which he
will don its colours for the T20 Blast
and the County Championship.

‘The county club issued a statement
regarding the same, saying, "Mid-
dlesex Cricket is today thrilled to an-
nounce that New Zealand's Kane
Williamson, widely regarded as one of
the greatest modern-day batters in the
game, will be joining the Club for the
2025season, and will feature in both
the Tz20 Blast and the Rothesay Coun-
ty Championship.”

‘The all-time leading Test run-scor-
er for New Zealand will be available
for atleast ten of Middlesex'
Blast group fixtures, whilst also being
available to play for the Club in at least
five County Championship elashes
in the second half of the season.

In an exceptional international ca-
reer, in which he has captained his
countryin all formats, Williamson has
made over 360 appearances for the
Blackcaps, amassing over 18,000
runs, including 47 centuties. He av-
erages an incredible 54.88 in Test
cricket, 49.65 in ODI ericket. and
33:44 in the [T20 format of the garne.

He has twice previously played
county ericket in England, with

Gloucestershire in 2011 and 2012
and with Yorkshire between 2013
and 2018, however he joins Middle-
sex having dominated world cricket in
recent years and having featured in
the [CC's World Test Team of the Year
in seven of the last ten years,

In the T20 format of the game, he
has featured across the giobe in each
of the world's biggest franchise com-
petitions, representing both the Gu-

Legend 90 League: Rajasthan
Kings set up final showdown

Raipur

Rajasthan Kings stormed into the
grand finale of the Legend go League
with a dominant six-wicket victory
over Delhi Royals in Qualifier 2 at the
Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh Inter-
national Cricket Stadium on Sunday,
as per the Legend 9o League press re-
lease.

The Kings rode an Phil Mustard's
unbeaten 53 off 34 halls and Rajat
Singh's explosive 56 off 28 to chase
down the target in a thrilling en-
counter.

Rajasthan Kings and Chhattisgarh
Warriors will lock horns in the final of
the Legend 9o League on Monday.
The match will begin at 7:15 pm and
will feature a closing ceremony with
Bollywood star Tamannaah Bhatia's
performance before the game.

Coming back to the game, batting
first, Delhi Rovals had a blistering
start, with Lendl Simmons and Sharad
Lumba setting the stage on fire. Lum-
b was the aggressor, smashing 60 off
Jus| 24 balls, mclmhn}, nine bound-
es and three sixes. The opening pair
stitched together a 9o-run stand, put-
ting the Royals ina commanding po-
sition early on.

However, the Kings fought back
strongly, applying pressure in the
middle overs. Simmons centinued
hischarge, scoring 63 off 34 balls, but
his innings was cut short in dramat-
ic fashion when a rising delivery from
Sudeep Tyagi struck him on the hel-

with Chhattisgarh Warriors

met, forcing him to retire hurt. This
shift in momentum allowed Rajasthan
Kings to tighten their grip on the
game,

Despite the sethack, Delhi captain
Bipul Sharma provided a late flourish,
smashing three sixes in the final over
to push the Royals to a competitive
167/5 in 15 ove:

Chasing 168, Rajasthan Kings had
a steady start with Phil Mustard and
Asad Pathan putiing together a 45-run
opening stand. However, the Royals
struck b quickly, dismissing
Pathan, Gaurav Tomar, and captain
Faiz Fazal in quick succession, leaving
Rajasthan at 73/3.

With pressure mounting, Rajat
Singh stepped up alongside Mustard.
Singh played a fearless knock, ham-
mering 56 off 28 balls to bring Ra-
jasthan back into contention. His at-
tacking intent put the Royals' bowlers
under immense pressure.

Even after his nun-out in the penul-
timate over, the Kings needed 15 runs
from the last eight lulls Mustard
took charge at the crucial moment,
smashing back-to-back sixes to com-
plete his half-century and bring Ra-
jasthan within touching distance of
victory. With just three runs needed
off the final over, the l\mg& mmturl-
ably sealed the chase with a ick-

jarat Titans and the Sunrisers Hy-
derabad (SRH) in the Indian Pre-
mier League, the Barbados Tridents in
the Caribbean Premier League (CPL),
and Durban's Super Giants in the
SAz0, and is set to team up with
Karachi Kings at this year's Pakistan
Super League (PSL). starting in mid-
April.

Whilst in the UK this summer,
Williamson will also feature for Lon-

don Spirit in the Hundred, making
Lord's his home in 2025 from May
through to the end of September.

Speaking of Kane Williamson sign-
ing for Middlesex this year, Alan
Coleman, the Club's Director of Crick-
et, commented:

"We are hugely excited about Kane
joining Middlesex this summer and
are looking forward to him making a
positive impact in both our Blast and

Championship campaigns.”

"To have secured one of the most
talented pl in the world game is
areal coup, and we can't wait to wel-
come himi to Lord's and to seeing him
heading out with the three Seaxes on
his chest.”

"Having a player like Kane in the
Middlesex dressing room will be a
huge plus for the entire squad, and es-
pecially our younger players, who
will benefit enormously from playing
alongside one of the world's best,” he
concluded. On signing for Middlesex,
Williamson himself commented:

"I have played a bit of county erick-
etin the past, but not for a number of
years now, so when this opportunity
arose with Middlesex, it was a really
exciting prospect,

"To be abile to pls\ for Middlesex -
a fine clubwith a rich heritage - is re-
ally exciting and something that I'm
really looking forward to being a part
of. To play at Lord's, the Home of
Cricket - which is one of my favourite
grounds in the world for so many dif-
ferent reasons - is something I'm es-
pecially looking forward to also.

"There's a good balance of youth
and experience in the Middlesex
squad, which is great, and T am real-
Iy excited to join up with the team,
meet the players in the squad and
helping out wherever I can,” he con-

cluded.

PCB launches CT during opening
ceremony at Dewan-e-Khas of Lahore Fort

Lahore
The 2025 ICC Champions Trophy
was officially launched by the Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) at the
opening ceremony of the mega event
at Dewan-e~Khas of Lahore Fort on
Sunday, as per the ICC,

The Curtain Raiser event has suc-
cessfully dialled up anticipation
ahead of the tournament opener on
February 19 between host nation
Pakistan and fellow title contenders
New Zealand.

Organisers lit Lahore Fort in all its
glory, presenting a spectacular sight
as a sign of what's coming right
through the first Champions Traphy
event since 2017.

It is hosts Pakistan that will Took
to defend their erown, having
claimed the 2017 edition of the tour-
nament in the United Kingdom.

Members of the trophy-winning
syuad from 2017 played a central
role at the Curtain Raiser at Lahore
Fort, helping ignite some great mem-
ories. That Pakistan team beat India
by 180 runs in the final at The Oval,
London.

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
Chair Mohsin Naqvi confirmed how
ready and excited Pakistan is to
host what is the fir: Champions Tro-
phy tournament in eight vears, la-

WPL 2025: Gujarat
Giants breeze past
UP Warriorz to seal

first win of season

Vadodara

A spirited performance from Priya
Mishra and skipper Ashleigh Gardner
helped Gujarat Giants prevail aver
UP Warriorz with a six-wicket tri-
umph, sealing their first win in the
Women's Premier League 2005 $eson
on Sunday.

For the Giants, itall started with win-
ning an important toss and putting the
UP Wartiorz into bat, considering the
amount of dew that surrounded the
field towards the latter half of the
game.

While chasing a modest 144-run
target, the Giants lost top-orderbatters
Beth Mooney and Dayalan Hemalatha
for ducks. Laura Wolvaardt (22) and
skipper Ashleigh Gardner (52) stead-
ied the sinking ship by stitching up a
55-run partnership.

Gardner led the batting attack from
the front and delivered a quickfire
fifty, which dented Warriorz's hopes of
defending their target. UP Warriorz
fun;,hl back ay,dmsl the run of play and
it und Gardner.

et win. With this win, Rajasthan Kings
have booked their place in the Legend
60 League final, where they will face
Chhattisgarh Warriors on Monday.

But Deandra Dottin (33*) and
Harleen Deol (34°) staved at the crease
to bring the Giants home with a sis
wicket win with two overs to spare.

belling it a 'momentous occasion’ for
the nation and their cricket-adoring
people.

"The 1CC (‘lmmpmns Trophy 202
will return to P: n for the |Il‘5(
time in 29 vears. This tourmament is
more than just cricket; it is an op-
portunity to showcase Pakistan's
hospitality and passion,"” Nagvi said
atthe Curtain Raiser event as quot-
ed by the ICC. Lahore Fort was care-
fully hand-picked as a perfectly sym-
bolic location to officially light the
torch for the tournament.

“The significance of the venue (it)
not only represents Pakistan's rich

cultural heritage but also under-
scores the deep-rooted legacy of
cricket in the nation. This is your
moment to fill the stadiums,” Naqvi
continued, addressing the Pakistan
fans who have been patiently wait-
ing for an TCC event to return,

Pakistan has been grouped with
New Zealand, India, and
Bangladesh, while Australia, Eng-
land, South Africa, and tournament
debutants Afghanistan are on the
other side of the draw.

The top two teams from each
group will progress to the semi-fi-
nals.

Nita Ambani opens up
on process of scouting
for Mumbai Indians
ahead of IPL 2025

____ Bostn
Ahead of the Indian Premier Iugue
(IPL) 2025, Mumbai Indians (MI)
owner and Reliance Foundation
Founder-Chairpersan Nita Ambani on
Monday opened up on how she scout-
ed for new talent for the Mumbai In-
dians team and included Hardik
Pandya, Krunal Pandya, Jasprit Bum-
rah and Tilak Varma in the team.

The 10-team cash-rich league will
kickstart 12 days after the ICC Cham-
pions Trophy final at March ¢ and will
be played actoss 12 venues, which in-
cludes 10 home venues of each fran-
chise plus (second venue for RR) and
Dharamsala (second venue for Pun-
jab Kings

The 'El-Clasico’ of IPL, a clash be-
tween five-time champions Mumbai
Indians (MI) and Chennai Super
Kings (CSK), is set to take place in the
evening at Chepauk on March 23
which will be the opening clash of both
the teams in the competition.

"In IPL, weall have a fixed budget,
soevery team can spend x amount of
money, so we had to think about
new ways of getting talent... So I re-
member scouting for talent, and T used
to go to every Ranji Trophy match and
my scouts and I would go to all these
domestic cricket matches. And one
day, our scouts took two young, lanky,
thin boys to the camp. I was talkingto
them, and they said that for three
years, they've eaten nothing but Mag-
gi, Noodles because they've had no
money. But in them, 1saw the spirit,
the m»mn and the hunger that they
wanted to make it big," Nita Ambani
said during the keynote address at the
Harvard India Conference on Indian
Business, Policy & Culture.

“Those two brothers were Hardik
Pandya and Krunal Pandya. In 2015,
1bought Hardik Pandya at 10 thou-
sand US dollarsin the auction, and to-
day, he'sthe prmul captaitt of Mum-
bai Indians. The next year, our scouts
got one )uung cricketer with an odd
body language, and they said watch
him bowl. Wewatched him he could
just speak to the ball. That was our
Bumrah and the rest is history. Last
year, we launched Tilak Varma, and
now he is a prond member of Team
India. So I think Mumbai Indians is
rightfully called the nursery of crick-
etin India," Nita Ambani added.

Speaking about the performance in
the IPLso far, Bumrah has taken 165
wickets in 133 matches in the IPL,
with anaverage of 22,51 and an econ-
omy rate of 7.30, making him the sec-
ond-highest wicket-taker for the team
after Lasith Malinga. He has two five
and four-wicket hauls in the league.

MI skipper Hardik Pandva faced
challenges throughout IPL 2024, with
fans expressing their discontent by
hooing him at various venues, in-
duding the Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai. After being traded from the
Gujarat Titans and succeeding Rohit
as captain, he struggled with his per-
formance, scoring only 216 runs ata
strike rate of 143 and taking 11 wick-
ets with an economy rate 0f 10.75.

Sophie Devine to miss white ball series against
Sri Lanka as she prioritizes her "well-being"

New Zealand Cricket (NZC) on Mon-
day confirmed that the national team
skipper Sophie Devine will miss the
upcoming white-ball series against Sri
Lanka Women as she prioritizes her
"well-being'.

The news comes after the White
Ferns captain opted to withdraw from
the Super Smash and 2025 Women's
Premier League last month, off the
back of receiving professional ad-
vice.

We are fully supportive of So-
phie’s decision to not take part in the
upeoming series. Player wellbeing is
our highest priarity and it's important
Sophie feels fit and well before re-
turning to professional cricket," Head
of Women's High Performance Liz
Green said in a release from New
Zpaland Cricket as quoted by the
ce.

The White Ferns' series with Sri
Lanka starts on March 4, featuring
three One-Day Internationals (ODIs)
and then two T20ls - all in New
Zealand.

NZC will announce their squad for
the white-ball series later this month.

As captain, Sophie Devine played a
key role in lwlpm" the White Ferns
win last year's ICC Women's T20

World Cup in the UAE in Ovtober.
The all-rounder is on the cusp of a
milestone, having amassed 3990 runs
in Women's ODIs, averaging 31.66
with the bat in international 50-over
criel
In \l\e Super Smash for Wellington,
Devine seored 38 runs and took eight
wickets in five games. Her last ap-
peatance for Wellington was against
Canterbury in Christchurch, where
she delivered a match-winning per-
formance with figures of 5/13.
Devine was also part of Royal Chal-

lengers Bengaluru's title-winning
campaign last year and was retained
by the franchise for this year's edition.
In the 2024 season, she scored 136
runs and picked up six wickets in ten
matches.

Since winning the Women's T20
World Cup with New Zealand last Oc-
tober, Devine has been a part of the
‘White Ferns in ODIs against India.
Shealso featured inthe Women's Big
Bash League for Perth Scorchers and
played in the ODI ser gainst Aus-
traliain December.
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We struggled to
impose our
game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
Jos Buttler

Indian Women's Hockey Tea
aims to return to winning ways memberNia Ambani

Team is eager to get back to
winning ways as they pre-
pare to face Spain in their
next set of matches on 18th and 19th
February at the Kalinga Hockey Sta-

dium here, as per the Hockey India
press release.

After a promising start with a
thrilling 3-2 victory over England in
their opener, the Salima Tete-led side
narrowly missed out ona honus point
in their second game, losing 2-1ina
dramatic shootout after the match
ended 2-2 in regulation time. Despite
showing resilience, India currently
sits in eighth place in the standings
with four points from two games and
will be looking to climb higher in the
points table us they face a confident
Spanish side.

India's performance against Eng-
land offered glimpses of its potential,
particularly in penalty corner con-
versions. In their opening match, they
seored twice from three attempts.
However, they failed to replicate that
success in the seeond game, going o
for 3 in penalty corners.

Vice-captain Navneet Kaur, the
team's top scorer so far, has been in
fine form, scoring a geal in each of the

Indian Men's

Hockey Team
eyes winning
momentum

Bhubaneswar

Alter a mixed start to their FIH Pro
League 2024-25 campaign, the Indi-
an Men's Hockey Team, led by Cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh, is ready to
take on Germany in its upcoming
matches at the Kalinga Hockey Sta-
dium here.

Having bounced back from a 341
Inss to Spatn in their opener with a
commanding 2-0 win in the secand
game, India are eager to continue their
winning momentum against the Ger-
man side, as per Hockey India press
release.

‘With three points from two games,
India curvently sit in eighth place in
the standings-and will be looking to
climb higher.

One key area of focus for the team
is improving their penalty corner.
conversion rate. Despite winning sev-
en penalty corners across their two
games against Spain. India failed to
convert any of these opportunities into
goals, The hosts will aim to sharpen
their execution in set-pieces as they
prepare for the challenge ahead.Dil-
preet Singh, Mandeep Singh, and
Sukhjeet Singh have each netted a goal
for the Men in Blue so far in the tour-
nament and will be looking to add to
their tally against Germany.

Germany, who will be playing their
first match of the Indialeg, are placed
just above India in seventh place
with four points from four games
and they will be determined to turn
their fortunes around. Although they
hitve won only one match in the tour-
nament so far, their attack has been
spearheaded by Raphael Hartkopf,
Gonzalo Peillat, and Thies Prinz, who
have each scored two goals. Germany
will aim to turm around their strug-
gling campaign and secure vital points
in this closely contested fisture.

The two sides last met during a two-
match Testseries in New Delhi in Oc-
tober 2024, where Germany won the
first game 2-0, but India bounced back
in the second with a thrilling 5-3 vie-
tory. However, Germany went on to
claim the series through a shootout
win, adding extra intensity to this lat-
est matchup in the FIH Pro League.

Speaking on the upcoming match-
es, India captain Harmanpreet Singh
stated as quoted by Hockey India
press release."We are looking for-
wird to our games sgainst Germany.
They are a quality team, and we know
we need to bring our best performance
to the field"

“After the positive result against
Spain, our confidence is high, but we
Tnow there's still work to be done. One
of our main focuses is improving our
penalty carner conversion, as it's cru-
dal to make the most of those op-
portunities in tight matches.

4

two games and providing stability to
the Indian forward line. The team
focused on sharpening the

key areas like set-piece execution and
defensive coordination as they prepare
to take on Spain.

Spain, on the ofher hand, arrives on
the back of two consecutive victories
against Germany in the Indialeg of the
FIH Pro League. They secured back-
to-back 2-1 wing over the Germans,

T

boosting their confidence ahead of
their encounters with India.

Despite their strong recent per-
formances, Spain has had a mixed run
overall, with just two wins and one
shootout victory in the six games
they've played so far. Currently placed
fourth in the points table with eight
points, Spain will be looking to further
conselidate their position, Patricia
Alv; asx been their standout play-

e, scoring twice to lead the team’s goal
tally.

For India, this upcoming double-
header is not just about reclaiming
momentum, but also about gaining
crueial points which will set the tone
for the rest of their campaign. The
hosts will also look o capitalise on the
home crowd's support and rectify the
mistakes from their previous match-
es.

Speaking on the team's upcoming
matches against Spain. India captain
Salimn Tete said as quoted by the
Hockey India press release, "We'rere-
ally looking forward to our games
against Spain. They're a tricky team,
and we know it's going to be a chal-
lenging contest. However, our team is.
ready for the challenge. We've
analysed our performances against
England and identified the areas
where we need to improve, especial-
ly in converting penalty corners. We
are focused on tightening our defense
and making the most of our scoring
opportunities,”

“These games are crucial for us to
gain momentum, and we are deter-
mined to retrn to winning ways,
The team is motivated, and we will
give our besl to secure vital points,”
she added.

23rd National Para Athletics
Championships commence in Chennai

Chennai

The much-awaited 2 3rd National Para
Athleties Championship commenced
today at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium,
Chennai, marking a historie first for the
:ity. The prestigious event, held from
February 17 to 20, is being actively sup-
ported by the Tamil Nadu Government
and organized under the guidance of
Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin, who also serves as the State
Minister for Sports.

The championship has dmwn an im-
ve 1,476 para-athletes from
ss India, competing in 155 events
under 30 teams, making it one of the
largest para-athleties gatherings in
the country. The event is being con-
ducted smoothly with the efforts of the
Paralympic Committee of India (PCT).
led by Devendra Jhajharia, and the
Tamil Nadu Paralympic Sports Asso-
ciation (TNPSA), headed by Chan-
drasckar Rajan.

GAJAVEERAN

Other key office bearers, including
Satya Prakash Sangwan and Jayawant
Gundu Hamanawar, have also con-
tributed significantly to ensuring the
seamless execution of the champi-
onship, as per a press release from
TNPSA.

Crispin Chettri names 23-member
squad for Pink Ladies Cup in UAE

New Delhi

Indian senior women's team coach
Crispin Chetird on Monday named a 23-
member squad for the Pink Ladies
Cup, a friendly tournament to be held
in Sharjuh, United Arab Emirates,
from Febyuary 20 to 26, during the
FIFA International Match Window,
as per the AIFF offivial website.

India will face Jordan {Febmary
20), Russia (February 23) and the Ko-
rean Republic (February 26). All match-
es will take place at the Al Hamri
Sports Club Stadium in Sharjah, UAE.

The Blue Tigresses had been training
in Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh, after
the conclusion of Round 6 of the Indi-
an Women's League on Fehruary 7. In-
diaare using these friendly matches to
prepare for the AFC Women's Asian
Cup 2027 Qualifiers which will take
place in May-Tune, 2025.

Crispin Chettri said, as quoted by the
ATFF official website, "1 think the Pink
Ladies Cup will be an eye-opener for
many of our players because they will
get to know the standard. T think the
Korean Republic are completely dif-
ferent from Russia. | watched their
videos, Russia have a different kind of
playing style. But when it comes to Ko-

rew, they are quick in transitions. So 1
think we have to adapt to two different
Kinds of playing styles. Playing against
different sorts of teams like Jordan, Ko-
rtea Republic and Russia wall give us a
clearer pictire of creatinga pool of play-
ers for plaving against different teams.”
India will depart for Sharjah on
Tuesday, February 18. They will play
their first match of the competition
against Jordan on Febrary 19, followed
by their encounters against Russia
(February 22) and the Korean Repub-
lic (February 25), respectively. All the
matches of the Indian team will be
played at Al Hamriya Sports Club Sta-
dium in Sharjah.
India's 23-member squad for the
Pink Ladies Cup in Sharjah, UAE:
Goalkeepers: Flangbam Panthoi
Chany, Payal Basude, Shreya Hooda.
Defenders: Aruna Bag. Kiran Pisda.

Martina Thokehom, Nirmala Devi
Phanjoubam, Purnima Kumari. Sanju,
Shilky Devi Hemam, Sweety Devi
Ngangham,

Midfielders: Babina Devi Lisham,

Priyadharshini Se
Devi Naorem, Ratanbala Devi Nong-
maithem.

Speaking about the championship,
PCI President Devendra Jhajharia
said, "We are confident that this cham-
pionship in Chennai will set new
benchmarks for para-athletic compe-
titions in India, With an impressiv
1,476 para-athletes competing in 155
events, this tournament reflects the
rapid growth and increasing compet-
itiveness of para-sportsin the country.
With world-class facilities and a com-
mitment to inclusivity, we are wit-
nessing a new era for Indian para-ath-
leti

Adding further, TNPSA President
Chandrasekar Rajan said, "The un-
wavering support from the Tamil
Nadu Government has been instru-
mental in making this event a re-
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not only showceases extraordinary laxi~
ent but also reinforces our commit-
ment to empowering para-athletes
nationwide.”

m "Happy that cricket will

be an Olympic sport": 10C

Baoston

Nita Ambani, an International
Olympie Committee (10C) mem-
ber and the founder and chairper-
son of Reliance Foundation. ex-
pressed her feelings on the inclusion
of Cricket in the upcoming 2028
Olympics, which are set to take
place in Los Angeles, California,
us.

In October last year, as an exam-
pleof Indian cricket and its star bat-
ter Virat Kohli's global status as the
face of the sport, a mention of the
former Indian skipper was made
during the International Olympic
Committee (10C) 1415t session, dur-
ing which the decision to include the
sport in Olympics was taken,

"India is a sport-loving nation.
For the Tokyo Olympics, the maxi-
mum viewership for the Olvmpic
channel came from India, so imag-
ine what would happen if we added
ericket to it. So that's the time when
my mind started ticking as to how
do I convince the committee mem-
bers to have cricket as an Olympic
sport. Now, they were stillin the be-
lief that cricket five-day long
cricket match.., 1 informed them
and this is going to be a win-win sit-
wation if you have cricket as an
Olympie spot and you'll have the
backing of probably two hillion peo-
ple. So I think that is the plug that
1 used and I'm so happy that now
cricket will be an Olympic sport,”
Nita Ambani said during the
keynote address at the Harvard In-
dia Conference on Indian Business,
Policy & Culture.

Cricket will be a part of the Los
Angeles Olympie Games in 2028
and will make its return after 128
years to the multi-sport extrava-

ganza, announced the Internation-
al Olympic Committee (10C) on
Monday.

The 2028 event will also incliude
sports like baseball/softball,
lacrosse, squash and flag football.
The proposal from the Orgamsing
Committee of the Olympic Games
Los Angeles 2028 te include these
games in the programme was ac-
cepted at the ongoing 1415t 10C
session being held in Mumbai.

Cricket made its sole appearance
at the 1900 Paris Olympics, in which
Great Britain defeated France in the
final. However, it is also played in
the Commonwealth Games and
Asian Games,

Nita Ambani also spoke about
India's bid for the Olympics and
how the country plans to make
them the greenest and most sus-
tainable Olympies.

Speaking about the Olympics, she
said, "T believe that India must
have the Olympics. We are going to
be the third-largest economy in the
world. If you look at the 10 largest
econnmies of the world, nine coun-
tries have hosted the Olympics, but
only India has not. So I find that re-
ally odd. We would wish to see the
Olympics being hosted in our coun-
try. It will be our pride to host that.
So that is the reason, 1 think the
Prime Minister also mentioned that
India will bid for the =036
Olympics...I think we are planning
to host a sustainable Olympics
where we are planning to refurbish
and reuse our existing stadinms
and existing campuses. If we bid for
it and getit, Lassure you that we'll
be the greenest Olympics ever...1
think India is at the right time now
to host the Olympi

Mehrajuddin Wadoo urges Mohammedan
SC to play with more concentration

Kolkata
Mohammedan SC assistant coach
juddin Wadoo urged
centration and competitiveness from his
players following their defeat to East
Bengal FC inthe Indian Super League
(ISL) on Sunday.

The scoring opened with Naorem
Mahesh Singh finding the net in the
27th minute, giving East Bengal FC an
early lead. Saul Crespo doubled theirad-
vantage in the 65th minute. Though
Mohammedan SC responded through
Tranca, who pulled one back in the 68th
minute, East Bengal FC sealed the win
with alate goal by David Lalhlansanga,
who scored against his former side in
the 8oth minute.

Wadoo discussed the reasons for
their teant’sloss, mentioning theirde-
fensive lapses and the need for im-
provement as a team,

"We started well. We did not want to
concede first (goal) and yet we con-
ceded. So, that was a difference in the
game, We were just trving to control the
game, and suddenly we conceded a goal
which eould have been avoided, and
also the second goal which could also
have been avoided,” he said at the
post-match press confarence.

"But 1 think the team fought very well,
they conceded two, and they seored one.
And they wanted to score one more, we
coitld feel more chances, yet we ciuld
not convert. East Bengal, they got
chances, and they converted all the
chances, so that is the difference,” he
added,

‘Wadoo cited the team's collective re-
sponsibility, not just the defender's
mistakes, for conceding Mahesh Singh's
first goal in the 27th minute.

"I don't want to say about only de-

Wadoo cited the team's
collective responsibility,
not just the defender's
mistakes, for conceding
Mahesh Singh's first
goal in the 27th minute.

fence, I don't think it's the four who
were responsible for conceding goals.
When we attack, we attack as a team,
and when we have to defend, we have
to defend as a team. It's not only four
defenders. The first goal is not be-
cause of the defenders, it's the player of
East Bengal FC who came in the mid-
die, and from the middleno one covered
him and he gave a nice pass and...you
Jjust have to improve as ateam,” he said.

\ .

Forward Robi Hansda, who was im-
pressive in Bengal's Santosh Trophy iri-
umph, came on as a substitute to make
his ISL debut tonight. Hansda also
provided the assist for the only goal
tonight. Wadoo emphasized that Ha
it nceds to consistently focus on his im-
provements and performanee to stay
competitive as a strikerin the game. He
must evolve and adapt to help maintain
his status and effectiveness on. the
field.

"Robi (Hansda) was good. He did a
great job. He came in, he gave one as-

st, and Franca scored the goal. But 1
thinkthere isalways room toimprove.
He is with the ISL squad, he is with us,
and he has to work hard because if he
has ta play (the number) nine in any
team in ISL, he hasto be extraordinary,”
he concluded.




FiLm

TOP STORY, Dasi, Tuesoay 18 Fesruary 2025

NCW issues new hearing Cyber Cell summons
dates for Samay Raina,
Ranveer Allahbadia

New Delhi
h onal Com-
‘mission for Women
(NCW) has issueda
new hearing date
for Ranveer Allahbadia,
Samay Raina, Apoorva
Mukhija, Ashish Chanchlani
and othersafter they failed to
appear before the commis-
sion in person in connextion
to the ongoing 'India’s Got
Latent' show controversy.
The NCW said that many
of those summoned eited
concerns about their person-
al safety, prior foreign travel
commitments, and other lo-
gistical challenges as reasons
for theirabsence on February
17. The Commission said it

has considered the reasons

hearing to allow those indi-
viduals to comply with the
SUmMmons.

The Commission said that
Ranveer Allahbadia had in-
formed it that he is receiving
death threats and requested
anew hearing date after three
weeks, The Commiission has
accepted his request and
rescheduled the hearing for
March 6.

Apoorva Mukhija has com-

municated that she fears for
her safety and can only attend
the hearing virtually. Her
lawyer, in an email said that
Mukhija will attend in person
oncee the situation stabilizes.
‘The Commission has aceept-
ed her request and resched-
uled the hearing for March 6.
Samay Raing, currentlyin
the US for a pre-planned
tour, assured the Commis-
sion that he will mike himself
available for a hearing upon
returning to India. The Com-
mission has accepted his re-
quest and rescheduled the
hearing for March 11,

The Commission said it
has accepted the request of
Jaspreet Singh who saidheis
on tour in Paris and will re-
tum to India by March 10,
2025, at which point he will
cooperate with the Commis-
sion's inquiry. The NCW has
rescheduled the hearing for
March 1.

Ashish Chanchlani did not
attend the hearing in per-
son; instead, his advocate
appeared on his behalf and
stated that Ashish was un-
well. The Conmmuission has
accepted his request and
rescheduled the hearing for
March 6.

Ranveer Allahbadia over
'India’s Got Latent' row

Mumbai

d failed to appear

aharashtra Cy-
ber Cell has
summoned
YouTuber
Ranveer Allahbadia to ap-
pear before it on February

24.

The Cyber Cell is inv
gating the case registered
against Ranveer Allahbadia
and othersafter he triggered
an uproar with his offensive
remarks on the show 'In-
dia's Got Latent.'

Comedian Samay Raina
has also been asked to appear
before the eyber cell tomor-
Tow.

Multiple FIRs being regis-
tered against Allahbadia,
Raina, and otherparticipants
of the show following the
backlash after Allahbadia
asked a contestant, "Would
you rather watch your par-
ents... or join in once and
stop. it forever?”

The National Commission
for Women (NCW) has also
investigated the matter and
I ecd summons to Al-
lahbadia, Raina, and others.

However, many of those

Brenda Song recalls how once
she was offered musical project,

says

zton

ctr Brenda
Song opened up
about a big career
opportunity she
turned down in her initial
years. She revealed that she
was once offered a musical
project like many of her fel-
low former Disney stars,

"But I'm not a singer,”
said Song, explaining why
she passed on the opportu-
nity. "My last name may be
Song, but God.is fair — you
do not want to hear me
sing!," she shared at the Los
Angeles premiere of her new
Netflix comedy series Run-
ning Point, reported Peo-
ple.

She added, 'T was like,
‘Are you sure about that?'
You haven't heard me sing!"
Inever say never, but [don't
think anybody wants to hear

that."

Song, who started heract-
ing career at a very young
age, was seen in several Dis-

ney projects, including The
Suite Life of Zack & Cody
and Wendy Wu: Homecom-
ing Warrior. Shealso talked

"But I'm not a singer”

about herstartasa child star,
which has led to the busy
and fulfilling career she has
now:

"Honestly, of course, Ifeel
proud. Without any of that,
Iwouldn't be here. Iworked
s0 hard to be the woman I
amtoday, and it's because of
all of that. So I'm so incred-
ibly proud,” she said, as per
the outlet.

"1 just look back on every-
thing with such a fond smile
because it's such a beautiful
time in my life," Song con-
tinued. "And it's so crazy
that I've been doing this for
so long, and I still love it so
much."

Song shared that she feels
"incredibly grateful for the
work she is doing at the mo-
ment and the way she has
evolved over time as a
woman and actor.

before the commission today,
citing concemns about their
personal safety, prior for-
eign travel commitments,
and other logistical chal-
lenges.

The Commission said that

ar
formed it that he was re-
ceiving death threats and re-
quested a new hearing date
after three weeks. The Com-
mission has accepted hisre-
quest and rescheduled the
hearing for March 6.

Apoarva Muléhija has com-
municated that she fears for
her safety and can only at-
tend the hearing virtually.
Her lawyer, in an email said
that Mukhija will attend in
person once the situation
stabilizes. The Commission
has accepted her request and
rescheduled the hearing for
March 6.

The Commission said it
has accepted Jaspreet Singh's
request. Singh said he is on
tour in Paris and will return
to India by March 10, 2025,
at which point he will coop-
erate with the Commission's

inquiry. The NCW has
rescheduled the hearing for
March 1.

Ashish Chanchlani did not
attend the hearing in person;
instead, his advocate ap-
peared on his behalf and
stated that Ashish was un-
well. The Commission has
accepted his request and
rescheduled the hearing for
March 6.

Tushar Poojari, the pre
ducer of "India's Got Talent.”
and Saurabh Bothra have
failed to respond to the
Commission's notice. NCW
strongly condemned their
lack of seriousness and is-
sued a resummon for them
for March 6, 2025.

Balraj Ghai informed the
Commission that he is out-
side India and will respond
once he returns. The Com-
mission has accepted his re-
quest and rescheduled the
hearing for March 11, 2025.

Samay Raina, currently in
the US for a pre-planned
tour, assured the Commis-
sion that he will make him-
self available for a hearing
upon returning to India. The

Commission has ac-
ceptedhis request and !{
rescheduled the hear
ing for March
1l

'Full Metal Jacket' actor Kevyn
Major Howard passes away at 69

Washington
evyn Major
Howard, the ac-
torbest known for
laving Rafter-
man in the war movie Full
Metal Jacket, passed away at
the age of 69.

'Fall Metal Jacket' is a
1987 war film directed and
produced by Stanley
Kubrick. It is based on a

screenplay he co-wrote with
Michael Herr and Gustay
Hasford. It stars Matthew
Modine, R. Lee Ermey, Vin-
cent D'Onofrio, Adari Bald-
win, Dorian Harewood, and
Arliss Howard.

Howard's family informed
that he died at a Las Vegas
hospital surrounded by loved
ones on Friday, as reported
by People.

Howard was in the hospi-
tal weeks before his death
due to respiratory issues, as
per the ontlet.

His official cause of death,
however, has vet to be de-

"A an overweight man with
a microphone": Jelly Roll

Washington
apper and singer
Jelly Roll ex-
pressed his grati-
de for military
service personnel and
veterans at Prince
ry's  Invictus

Games.

During  his
performance at
the Clogsing Cer-
emony for the
Invictus Games

Vancouver
Whistler 2025 at
Rogers Arena in
Vancouver, Canada, re-
ported People.

Jelly Roll said, "I am ho-
noured to stand in front of
some of the greatest and
strongest people across the
entire world tonight. My
name is Jason Jelly Roll
DeFord and this song is
called 'T Am Not Okay,'" as
per the outlet.

He shared a special mes-
sage with the erowd. "First
of all, T would just like to

thank everybody with the
Invictus Games for having
me here tonight and letting
me bring my form of thera-
peutic mu-
sic

Jelly

Roll said, "l am
honoured to stand in
front of some of the great-
est and strongest people
across the entire world tonight.
My name is Jason Jelly Roll
DeFord and this song is
called 'l Am Not Okay,""
as per the outlet.

here

tonight to

serve those who have served

us across the world,” Jelly
Roll said.

"But 1 want to be clear
right now about what's hap-
pening at this stage. Tam an
overweight man with a mi-
crophone. The real heroes
are the athletes and the fam-
ilies that are in this building
right now. 1 want you to

know, whenever you go
home after these 11 days of
adrenaline and you finally
sit down and in a few
months from now when the
world finally comes back
around, 1 want you to know
this," he continued. "If you
ever hear that voice in your
head saying you can't be
anything but g it's the
voice of a liar!" he ex-
claimed, launching into his
song "Liar," as per the out-
let. His rousing perform-
ance came on the last day of
the Invictus Games Van-
couver Whistler, which
kicked off on February 8.

Prince Harry, a former
captain in the British Army,
created the Invictus Games
as an international sports
tournament for wounded,
injured, and sick veterans in
London in 2014 to embrace
the power of sport as a
means of healing. The cur-
rent cycle in Canad
Games' seventh iteration,
reported People.

is the
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termined, reported Peaple.

Howard is survived by his
wife Tiffanie and step-
daughter Kayla, as well as his
sister Kim and brother
Kelsey.

Howard, who was born in
Montreal. Canada, on Janu-
ary 27, 1956, appeared in
several TV shows after mov-
ing to Los Angeles later in life

toact.

He was seen id

Sharon Stone
in talks to join
'Euphoria’
season 3

Washington

Clint Eastwood in the 1983
movie Sudden Impact and
had worked as an extra in
Scarface.

Howard also appeared in
1999's Crusade and was, ac-
cording to the outlet, a
skilled headshot photogra-
pher.

'The Man From Nowhere'
actor Kim Sae-ron
passes away at 24

Washington

outh Korean actress

Kim Sae-ron,

known for her roles

in 'A Brand New
Life', The Man From
Nowhere' has passed away.
She was 24.

Kim was found dead in her
home in Seoul on Sunday by
a friend who had plans to
meet with her, informed the
police, as per The Holly-
wood Reporter.

Although the police said
there were no signs of foul
play vet, they were investi-
gating the circumstances of
her death. as per the outlet.

Bomn in 2000 in Seoul,
Kim started her career as a
child actor. Aceording to re-
ports, she became one of the
youngest performers to be
invited to Cannes for her
role in ‘A Brand New Life'.

She also starred in The
Man From Nowhere' and
the 2012 film "The Neighbor'.

Her other eredits include
the films A Girl at My Doar

5

(2014), Snowy Road (2015)
and The Villagers (2018)
and the TV series Mirror of
the Witeh (2016) and Blood-
hounds (2023). She won
awards for her roles in A
Brand New Life, The Man
From Nowhere, A Girl At
My Door, Snowy Road and
Mirror of the Witch, as per
the outlet.

In 2002, she crashed her
car into a guardrail and a
transformer and was found
guilty of driving under the in-
fluence.

ctor and producer

Sharon Stone is in

talks to join the

cast of the long-
awaited third season of
HBO's 'Euphoria’, sources
informed, as per The Holly-
wood Reporter.

The veteran actress will
join the popular drama,
which also stars Zendaya, Ja-
cob Elordi, Sydniey Sweeniey,
Maude Apatow, Hunter
Schafer, Alexa Demie, Eric
Dane, and Colman Domingo.

Stone has starred in sever-
al films, including Basic In-
stinet, Total Recall, Sliver,
and Casino, the latter direct-
ed by Martin Scorsese. Most
recently, she worked along-
side Bob Odenkirk in No-
body 2.

Earlier this week, HBO re-
vealed that shooting has be-
gun for season three after a
nearly three-year hiatus, as
per The Hollywood Reporter.

Several new castmembers
were also officially an-
mnounced, including NFLstar
turned actor Marshawn
Lynch (Love Hurts), Grammy
winner Rosalia, Kadeem
Hardison (The Chi, A Differ-
ent World), Adewale Akinn-
uoye-Agbaje (Lost, Suicide
Squad), Toby Wallace (FX's
Pistol), Priscilla Delgado,
James Landry Hebert, Darrell
Britt-Gibson and Anna Van
Patten. Akinnouye-Agbaje
and Wallace will be regulars,
while the other actors will
have "notable” guest roles, ac-
cording to HBO, as per the
outlet.





