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CM Dhami
participation

to tackle forest fire

President's rule imposed in
Manipur; assembly suspended

B Assembly has been put under suspended animation; announcement comes four days
after the resignation of Chief Minister N. Biren Singh.

New Delhi:

resident’s rule was
imposed in strife-

torn Manipur on
Thursday and the state
assembly put under sus-
pended animation, days
after Chief Minister N
Biren Singh resigned
from his post that led to
political uncertainty in
the northeastern state.

The Manipur assem-
bly, which has a tenure
till 2027, has been put
under suspended ani-
mation, according to a
notification issued by
the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

Singh, who was head-
ing the Bharatiya Janata
Party government in Ma-
nipur, resigned as chief
minister after nearly 21
months of ethnic vio-
lence that has claimed
over 250 lives so far.

He resigned on Feb-
ruary 9 and submitted
his resignation to Gover-
nor Ajay Kumar Bhalla
in Imphal, hours after
his meeting with Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah here.

The decision to im-
pose the central rule was
taken after the governor

Y

| N
sent a report to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu.

"After considering the
report and other infor-
mation received by me, I
am satisfied that a situa-
tion has arisen in which
the government of that
state cannot be carried
on in accordance with
the provisions of the
Constitution of India,"
the notification said.

It further said: "Now,
therefore, in exercise of
the powers conferred by
article 356 of the Con-
stitution, and of all oth-

/e 1N
er powers enabling me
in that behalf, I hereby
proclaim that I - assume
to myself as President of
India all functions of the
government of the state
of Manipur and all pow-
ers vested in or exercis-
able by the Governor of
the that state".

The notification said
powers of the legislature
of the state shall be exer-
cisable by or under the
authority of Parliament.

It also said any refer-
ence in the Constitution
to the governor shall, in

.
relation to Manipur be
construed as a reference
to the Pr nt.

The decision to im-
pose the President's rule
by the BJP-led Centre
came as the party failed
to have a consensus
chief ministerial can-
didate despite having
several rounds of dis-
cussions between par-
ty's northeast in-charge
Sambit Patra and party
legislators.

Patra had met Bhalla a
few times before Thurs-
day's decision by the

(Had a very good meeting with @elonmusk in Washington DC. We discussed various issues, includ-
ing those he is passionate about such as space, mobility, technology and innovation. | talked about
India’s efforts towards reform and furthering ‘Minimum Government, Maximum Governance.”)

New Income Tax bill

introduced in Lol«_: S

New Delhi:

nion Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman  on

Thursday  introduced
the Income Tax Bill,
2025, in the Lok Sabha
and urged Speaker Om
Birla to refer it to a select
committee of the House.

Opposition members
opposed the Bill at the
introduction stage but
the House passed a mo-
tion by voice vote for its
introduction.

While moving the Bill
for introduction, Sithar-
aman urged Birla to
refer the draft law to a

select committee of the
House, which will sub-
mit its report by the first
day of the next session.
She urged the speaker
to take a call on the pro-

Py @ @

posed panel's composi-
tion and rules.

The much-anticipated
Bill will replace terminol-
ogies such as "assessment
year” and "previous year"

abha

central government that
comes at a time when
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is in the US.

The governor has al-
ready declared the sev-
enth session of the 12th
Manipur legislative as-
sembly, which was set to
commence on February
10, as null and void.

The last session of the
assembly in the restive
state concluded on Au-
gust 12, 2024.

Singh's tenure as chief
minister was marked by
a number of controver-
sies, primarily centered
on his handling of ethnic
violence, allegations of
instigating conflict, and
questions regarding his
governance.

Singh, who started as
a footballer and then be-
came a journalist before
entering politics, served
as the chief minister for
two terms - 2017 and
2022. He represents the
Heingang assembly con-
stituency in Imphal East
district.

In 2022, he managed
to win the approval of
his party to get a second
term as chief minister.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

ook com/topstoryenglish

stresses public
, strict measure

Trump posts 'reciprocal tariffs'
ahead of Modi's meeting

Washington:

S President Don-
ald Trump said
on Thursday that

a news COﬂfel'El]CE! on
reciprocal tariffs will be
made later on Thursday.
In a post on Truth
Social on  Thursday,
US President Trump
wrote, "THREE GREAT
WEEKS, PERHAPS THE
BEST EVER, BUT TO-
DAY IS THE BIG ONE:
RECIPROCAL TAR-
IFFS!!! MAKE AMERI-
CA GREAT AGAIN!!"

In a follow-up post he
added, "NEWS CONFER-
ENCE ON RECIPROCAL
TARIFFS TODAY, 1:00
P.M., THE OVAL OF-
FICE. MAKE AMERICA
GREAT AGAIN!!!"

Trump's  announce-
ment comes ahead of
his meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
who reached the United
States on Thursday on
an official visit.

The two leaders are
set to meet in the White
on Thursday

As per CNN, recipro-
cal tariffs were one of
Trump's core campaign
pledges to solve what he

Opposition protests

‘censoring’ of JPC

New Delhi:

mid uproar over
the alleged redac-
ion of certain por-

tions of the dissent notes
in the joint parliamenta-
ry committee report on
the Waqf Amendment
Bill, 2024, Bharatiya
Janata Party MP Medha
Vishram Kulkarni tabled
a corrigendum in the
Upper House on Thurs-
day afternoon.

The corrigendum to
Appendix 5 of the report
was tabled in the post-
lunch sitting in the Rajya
Sabha by Kulkarni. She
had tabled the report in
the House in the morning.

Chapter 5 of the Appen-
dices of the report per-
tains to "Notes/minutes
of dissent received from
the Members of the Joint
Committee", and con-
tains the notes that were
redacted in the earlier ta-
bled report.

As she tabled the cor-
rigendum, an Opposi-
tion MP quipped that it

HIGHLIGHT

mReport tabled in both
Houses amid uproar;
Shah says BJP has no
objection to inclusion
of dissent notes, and
asks Speaker to decide

proved the House was
misled by a minister ear-
lier.

Earlier in the day Op-
position MPs led by
Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge
had alleged that dissent
notes were deleted from
the report, a charge de-

"Very simply, it's if they
charge us, we charge
them," Trump said Sun-
day, explaining why he
intends to enact recipro-
cal tariffs, CNN reported.

Speaking about recip-
rocal tariffs on Wednes-
day, White House press
secretary Karoline Leav-
itt said, "This is some-
thing he believes strong-
lyin, and it's very simple
logic as to why the pres-
ident wants to impose
reciprocal tariffs."

Other nations have
been "ripping off" the US,
she said, "and that's why
the president believes
this will be a great policy
that will benefit Ameri-
can workers and improve
our national security”,
CNN reported.

Earlier, speaking to re-
porters aboard Air Force
One en route to the NFL
Super Bowl on Sunday,
Trump said that the tar-
rifs from Monday will im-
pose a 25 per cent charge
on all steel imports enter-
ing the United States, as
well as a 25 percent tariff
on aluminium imports.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

Waqf report
T

nied by Union Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren u.

Thanking the govern-
ment for the corrigen-
dum, Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar said, "This
shows that parliamen-
tary institutions are
blossoming, sentiments
are taken into consid-
eration, steps are taken
and this gives us another
message, we must take
recourse to law rather
than engage in some-
thing which people can-
not approve or is to their
distaste."

Agency

India, US to sign new defence

framework: Whit

Washington:
ndia and the United

HIGHLIGHT IStates will be signing
a new defence frame-

mThe new I-T bill simpli-
fies language, such as
replacing 'assessment
year' with 'tax year." It
will also remove com-
plex provisions and
aim to improve clarity
while reducing legal
disputes.
with the easier-to-under-
stand "tax year" as part
of a move to simplify
language while remov-
ing provisos and expla-
nations.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

work during Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's
ongoing visit to the US,
which will give a further
fillip to the partnership
between the two coun-
tries, a senior White
House administration
official said on Thursday.

"Today's meetings with
PM Modi and his gov-
ernment will build up on
the accomplishments of
the last Trump admin-
istration and the two
leaders will focus on key
areas of defence, trade,
energy infrastructure,

regional
Relating to build on de-
fence sales to India, to

partnerships.

ensure they are prioritis-
ing the use of Americ:
technology, the Presi-

e House official

dent is also focussed on
unleashing  American
energy to the rest of the
world and will prioritise
India as the key import-
er of America's natural
resources to power their
economy," the US offi-

cial said.
Ahead of Prime Min-
ister Modi's meeting

with President Donald
Trump at the White
House on Thursday, the
White House official
said that the two sides
are also having conver-
sations about new pro-
curements which will
help in reducing US'
trade deficit with India.
CONTD ON PAGE-2




President'’s
rule imposed
in Manipur;
assembly

suspended

CONT FROM PAGE-1
The journey since then
has been not without

hiccups.
One of the most sig-
nificant  controversies

of Singh's tenure was
the ethnic violence that
erupted in May 2023,
that finally cost him the
key post.

The ethnic strife,
which saw brutal clash-
es between the majority
Meitei community in the
Imphal Valley and the
Ku]u-lo tribal groups
in the w.rmund.mg hills,
resulted in over 250
deaths and displaced
thousands  of people.
The state's inability to
contain it raised serious
concerns about Singh's
leadership.

Singh's response to
the violence, however,
included a public apol-
ogy in December 2023,
where he expressed re-
gret for the deaths and
displacement caused by
the unrest.

He called for reconcili-
ation, urging the various
communities to forgive
past mistakes and work
toward rebuilding a
peaceful Manipur.

In February, a new
controversy erupted
when audio tapes al-
legedly featuring Singh
were leaked, in which he
was purportedly heard
discussing how the eth-
nic violence was insti-
gated with his approval.

Kuki Organisation for
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Centre proposes amendments to Advocates

Act to strengthen legal framework

New Delhi:

0 enhance the le-
gal framework in

India, the Gov-
ernment of India has
proposed amendments
to the Advocates Act,
1961.

The original Act was
introduced in 1961 to
regulate the legal pro-
fession, safeguard cli-
ent interests, and ele-
vate the professional
standards of advocates.
It established the Bar
Council of India and
State Bar Councils to
oversee the conduct
and discipline of law-
yers across the country.

Ministry of Law and
Justice, through a press
communication, stated
that as part of its ongo-
ing commitment to re-
form, the Government
has been introducing
changes aimed at mak-
ing the legal profes-
sion fair, transparent,
and accessible to all. It
stated that the Depart-
ment of Legal Affairs is
proposing to amend the
Advocates Act, 1961 to
address contemporary

challenges and meet
the needs of a growing
nation.

These amendments
aim to align the legal
profession and legal
education with the best
practices across the
globe. The reforms will

Karnataka HC quashes fake news case
against journalist Arnab Goswami

Human Rights Trust

(KOHUR), a vocal critic

of Singh's handling of the

ethnic wnf]xc( sought a

court- d  investi- £

gation into the authentic- The Karnataka High

ity of the tapes. Court on Thursday
This led to a Supreme  passed a judgement

Court ruling ordering in favour of renowned

the Central Forensic Sci- journalist Arnab

ence Laboratory to veri- Goswami, the edi-

fy the tapes' authenticity
and submit a report.
Singh's  resignation
came amidst dwindling
support among BJP
MLAs, many of whom
have met party leaders
in Delhi to convey their
unhappiness with his
continuation and had
expressed the hope that
his stepping down will
help boost the central
government's efforts to
broker peace between
the two main ethnic
communities in the state.
Meanwhile, the Indig-
enous Tribal Leaders
Forum said President's
rule will give a ray of
hope to the Kuki-Zo
community.

Trump posts
'reciprocal
tariffs' ahead of
Modi's meeting

CONT FROM PAGE-1

In many cases, the US
has lower tariffs than
other nations for the
same product, although
Trump did not mention
whether there would be
exclusions to the new
round of tariffs.

The US President of-
ten speaks about high
tariffs imposed by for-
eign governments on
cars, where the US duty
is only 2.5 per cent.

During his presiden-
tial campaign, Trump
had announced he would
work with Congress
to pass the Reciprocal
Trade Act that would
give him the authority
to increase the tariff on
a particular foreign good
to the level imposed by
that nation.

In a campaign vid-
€0, he said, "Under the
Trump Reciprocal Trade
Act, other countries
will have two choices
-- they'll get rid of their
tariffs on us, or they will
pay us hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars, and the
United States will make
an absolute FORTUNE."

tor-in-chief of Republic
News and quashed the
case filed by the Ben-
galuru Police last year.
The case was filed fol-
lowing accusations that
Goswami broadcast a
false news report about
the Chief Minister of
Karnataka.

The bench of Justice
M Nagaprasanna has
passed the order in
the matter. A detailed
order is awaited in the
malter.

In December 2024,
the Karnataka High
Court had put a hold
on the criminal pro-
ceedings initiated by
the Karnataka po-
lice against journalist
Goswami. During the
issuance of the inter-

im order to halt the
investigation  against
the Republic TV edi-
tor-in-chief, the court
referred to the filing of
the FIR as a “reckless
registration of a crime.”
The case was filed
based on a complaint
by an office bearer of
the Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee.
Bengaluru police reg-
istered a case against
Arnab Goswami, the
editor-in-chief of Re-
public TV, and the ed-
itor of R Kannada, the
Kannada news channel
of the same group. The
allegations claim that
they aired a fake news
report about Karnata-
ka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah. The report
supposedly created or
promoted enmity, ha-
tred, or ill-will between
classes, leading to the
duo being booked un-
der Section 505(2) of
the Indian Penal Code.

focus on improving le-
gal education, equip-
ping lawyers to meet
the demands of a rapid-
ly changing world, and
raising professional
standards.

The ultimate goal is
to ensure that the legal

profession contributes
to the creation of a just
and equitable society,
and a developed nation,
stated the Ministry.

In view thereof, the
Advocates (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025 and
a tabular statement

These amendments
aim to align the legal
profession and legal
education with the
best practices across

the Elnbe. |

depicting existing pro-
visions and proposed
amendments have
been prepared. The De-
partment invites com-
ments/feedback from
the public as a part of
the public consultation
exercise on the draft
amendments.

The Bill repeals cer-
tain provisions of the
Legal Practitioners Act,
1879, which have be-
come obsolete. It also
seeks to make the of-
fence of ‘touting’ pun-
ishable, allowing judges
to publish a list of peo-
ple who engage in such
acts. A tout is a person
who tries to procure the
employment of a legal
practitioner in return
for payment. The court
can exclude from its
premises any person
whose name is included
in the list of touts.

India, US to sign new defence
framework: White House official

CONTFROM PAGE-1

"The defence portion of

the partnership is strong,
and my anticipation will
continue to get stronger
under this administra-
tion...Indians were our
first United States major
defence partner. T can
tell you we are moving
towards signing a new
defence framework be-
tween the United States
and India which will por-
tend good things for the
partnership,” the White
House official told report-
ers.
"Yes, we're having con-
versations with  them
about a number of new
procurements which will
add to the relationship
and also bring down the
trade deficit. I can con-
firm those talks are on-
going and are moving in
a positive direction," the
official added.

Prime Minister Modi,
who is on a two-day visit
to the US, is set to hold bi-
lateral meetings with US
President Donald Trump
and other prominent
American personalities.

Asked on the trade rela-
tionship between the two
countries, a White House
official said the ‘early

Raphe mPhibr and HENSOLDT
Announce Strategic Collaboration

Bengaluru:
Raphe mPhibr, India's
largest UAV manufac-
turer, has joined forc-
es with HENSOLDT, a
global defense technolo-
gy leader, to co-develop
cutting-edge landing aid
Radar based on Multi-
ple-Input Multiple-Out-
put (MIMO) technology
for next-generation avi-
r\ﬂﬂn platforms.

The partnership,
formalized through a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) at Aero
India 2025, marks a sig-
nificant leap in India’s
pursuit of self-reliance.

Raphe mPhibr will
spearhead R&D efforts
to transform MIMO—a
sophisticated system
enhancing data trans-
mission and radar capa-
bilities—into deployable
solutions  tailored for
both unmanned drones
and manned aircraft.

Vivek Mishra, CEO
of Raphe mPhibr, em-
phasized the partner-
ship’s strategic value:
“By merging Raphe's
design and manufac-
turing prowess with
HENSOLDT's  sensor
expertise, we're creating
a globally competitive
MIMO solution.”

Building on the MIMO
initiative, the two firms

inked a second MoU to
localize production of
HENSOLDT's advanced
sensor payloads in In-
dia.

The move aims to es-
tablish a co-production
facility to bolster domes-
tic manufacturing ca-
pabilities while meeting
global demand.

Raphe mPhibr’s
unique closed-loop in-
novation madel—inte-
grating research, design,
and production under
one roof—enables rapid
prototyping and strin-
gent quality control.

Imran Masood calls Waqf Bill
‘attack” on minorities’ rights

New Delhi:
Congress MP  Imran
Masood thinks the Wagf
(Amendment) Bill is
an attack on rights en-
shrined in the Consti-
tution, suppressing the
rights of minorities. The
report of the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee
(JPC) was tabled in Lok
Sabha before being ta-
bled in Rajya Sabha on
Thursday.

Imran Masood said,
“The Waqf Bill is bemg
tabled now. It is an at-
tack on the rights pro-
vided to us in the Con-
stitution. Wagf Bill is an
example of suppressing
the rights of minorities.
They (the government)
have not included our
dissent notes. We have
put forward our views,
but we don’t know what
they have done. They are
running their agenda by
mrgelmg the minorities
in the nation.”

Jagdambika Pal, Chair-

person JPC on the Waqf

(Amendment) Bill, pre-
sented the committee’s
report in Lok Sabha,
along with BJP MP San-
jay Jaiswal.

The duo will also lay
the record of evidence
on the table which was
given before the Joint
Committee. The report
of the Committee was

onJanum'y 30, 2025.
1y Sabha,
Medha Visham Kulkarni
and Gulam Ali will be
presenting the Wagf
(Amendment) Bill 2024.
The JPC which was
formed on the bill has
adopted the draft report
and ded the re-

“For the first time, we
have included a section
stating that the benefits
of Wagqgf should go to
the marginalised, poor,
women, and orphans,”
Jagdamblkd Pal said.

“We had 44 clauses
before us, out of which

vised bill on January 29.
The committee had ear-
]ier cleared the bill with

across

d were pro-
posed by members in 14
clauses. We conducted a
maJorm vote, and these
were then

14 sections and clauses.

adopted,” he added.

This approach earned
praise from HENSOLDT
Group Global Business
Head Russell Gould, as
he remarked “Raphe’s
infrastructure rivals
global benchmarks.
Their agility comple-
ments our vision for
scalable high-tech solu-
tions.”

The partnership un-
derscores a shared com-
mitment to advancing
India’s technological
ecosystem while cater-
ing to international mar-
kets.

By combining HEN-

SOLDT's legacy in sen-
sor and electronic sys-
tems with Raphe’s agile
R&D, the collaboration
aims to deliver cost-ef-
fective technologies for

air, land, and naval do-
mains.
“This isn’t just about

technology—it's  about
trust,” added Andleeb
Shadman,  Managing
Director of HENSOLDT
India. “India's market
potential and Raphe's
design and execution ex-
cellence make this a win
for global security infra-
structure.”

"assessment year"
"previous year" with the

"tax year"

body language’ from the
Indian government has
been well received by the
Trump  administration
and the today's meeting
between PM Modi and
President Trump will give
further momentum to-
wards a more ‘solidified
fair' trade arrangement.

"With respect to trade,
there's been some early
body language from the
Government of India that
has been well received
by the Trump adminis-
tration. They're early but
modest steps. to do. I
anticipate what you'll see
coming out of a meeting
today is further momen-
tum towards a solidified
fair, and I emphasise that
we're fair, bilateral trade
arrangement between
our two dynamic and
growing economies and
the hope would be to have
such a dealin place in the
calendar year 2025," the
official said.

He also affirmed that
announcements will
also be seen in the area
of technology, adding
that semiconductors,
critical minerals and
supply chain resilience
are some of the kev are-
as for the two nations.

New Income Tax
bill introduced in
Lok Sabha

CONT FROM PAGE-1

While moving the Bill
for introduction, Sithar-
aman urged Birla to
refer the draft law to a
select committee of the
House, which will sub-
mit its report by the first
day of the next session.

She urged the speaker
to take a call on the pro-
posed panel’s composi-
tion and rules.

The much-antici-
pated Bill will replace
terminologies such as
and

easier-to-understand
as part of a
move to simplify lan-
guage while removing
provisos and explana-
tions.

Responding to the ob-
jections raised by some
opposition members at
the introduction stage
of the bill, the finance
minister said Manish
Tewari of the Congress
and N K Premchandran
of the Revolutionary So-
cialist Party (RSP) were
incorrect in stating that
the new bill has more
sections in comparison
with the existing income
tax law,

Advt Contact :
9818-199941

MHA grants Z-category CRPF
security cover to Dalai Lama

New Delhi:

The Union Ministry of

Home Affairs accorded
and upgraded the se-
curity drill of Tibetan
spiritual leader Dalai
Lama on Thursday af-
ter receiving a threat
assessment report from
the Intelligence Bureau
(1B).

For many years, in-
telligence reports have
indicated a potential
threat to the spiritual
leader’s life from vari-
ous sources, including
China-backed groups.

According to sourc-
es Dalai Lama has
been accorded Z-cat-
egory security, as he
would get a total of
33 security staff in
Himachal Pradesh’s
Dharamshala and out-
side. Under the secu-
rity cover category the
spiritual leader would
be protected by the
CRPF commandos in
all parts of the coun-
try, they added.

Dalai Lama, till now,
remained under the

protection of the Hi-
machal Pradesh Po-
lice and other security
agencies, but the MHA
has now assigned the
task to the CRPF to
ensure a more <oor-
dinated and robust
protection plan, the
sources said.

Dalai Lama is a
globally respected fig-
ure and the spiritual
leader of Tibetan Bud-
dhism. He has been
residing in India since
1959 after fleeing Ti-
bet following the Chi-
nese occupation.

Many in the coun-
try’s intelligence and
security establish-

ment believe that giv-
en Dalali Lama’s sta-
tus and the complex
geopolitical tensions
surrounding Tibet,
his security has been a
key concern for Indi-
an authorities.

Under the Z-catego-
ry security protocol,
the Dalai Lama will
be protected by a ded-
icated team of CRPF

commandos, along
with an escort and
close-protection  of-
ficers during his trav-
els within the country.

Dalai Lama’s pres-
ence in India has been
a sensitive issue in Si-
no-Indian  relations.
While India officially
considers Tibet an au-
tonomous region of
China, it has continued
to provide a home to
the spiritual leader and
his followers. Over the
years, Chinese author-
ities have repeatedly
criticised his global
engagements, viewing
them as a challenge to
their control over Tibet.

The  government's
move also reflects
India’s proactive ap-
proach to securing
high-profile individu-
als who may face secu-
rity threats.

Meanwhile, in a
similar decision the
MHA has also accord-
ed Z-category security
to BJP leader Sam-
bit Patra in Manipur,
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38" NATIONAL GAMES

@ttarakhandz§

SHUVER JUBILEE VEAR 2

January 28 -
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£ Under the leadership of SA“KALP 3 :
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra <. > =25
Modi, Uttarakhand is moving forward
steadily. Just as the state successfully

Chief Minister, Uttarakhand

CSuceessfully (@tgamged

under the guidance of

Hon’ble Prime Minister

Shri Narendra Modi Ji

The National Games were successfully held in
Dehradun, Rishikesh, Tehri, Udham Singh Nagar, Haldwani, Haridwar,
New Tehri, Nainital, Almora, Pithoragarh, and Champawat.

Around 10,000 athletes from across the country participated in the event.
Competitions were held across 35 sports disciplines.
Devbhoomi Uttarakhand successfully hosted this historic opportunity.

Promoting a sports culture to inspire youth, this event stands as a
significant achievement in Uttarakhand’s sporting history.

For more information, visit
——» www.38nguk.in «——

Issued in Public Interest by Department of Information & Public Relations, Uttarakhand
govin | @ R | © pIPR_UK | © uttarakhand DIPR

£ There are two main pillars for the
= s creation of a developed India in the 21st
SHIKHARTAK century - pride in our heritage and making
. every possible effort for development.

hosted the G20 Summit, Similarly, Today, Uttarakhand is strengthening
the National Games successfully both these pillars. This decade will be the
organized in Devbhoomi. § decade of Uttarakhand.

Pushkar Singh Dhami Narendra Modi

Prime Minister
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MCD's revenue collection at Rs 1,908 cr: Commissioner

New Delhi

he Municipal Cor-

‘poration of Delhi re-

ceived a revenue of

Rs 1,908.06 crore
January 2025, for the fi-
nancial year 2024-25, which
is up by 11.3 pe from last fi-
nancial year, but still falls
short of the target of Rs
4,300 crore to be collected,
said the Corporation’s Com-
missioner according to a
statement on Thursday.

"In the financial year
2024-25, as compared to
property tax target of Rs
4,300 crore, MCD received a
revenue of Rs 1,908.06 crore
till January, 2025. In the
last financial year2023-24, a
revenue of Rs 1,692.41 crore
was received till January,
2024, this year more revenue
of about Rs 215.65 crore has
been received, which is 11.30
percentmore than last year.

til

However, it is still much less
than the target." said the
MCD Commissioner.
Kumar tabled the Revised
Budget estimates for 2025-
26 at the Civie Centre in the
national capital today. The

area under the MCD pro-

duces 6000 tonnes of con-
struction waste everyday,
out of which 5000 tones is
being processed at various
areas, according to MCD
Commissioner Ashwani Ku-

Jamia Maillia protesters claim police
detained over 10 students, released later

New Delhi

More than 10 students of
Jamia Millia Islamia were al-
legedly detained by the Del-
i police in the early hours of
Thursday for protesting
againstthe university’s dis-
ciplinary action against two
PhD scholars.

The protesters later said
the detained scholars were
released after nearly 12
‘hours, but the stir continues.

Some of the students in-
volved in the protest claimed
that they got suspension let-
ters from the Jamia admin-
istration on charges of being
invalved in "acts of vandal-
ism, unauthorised and un-
Tawful protests, and defama-
tion of the university

However, the university
could not be reached for
comments on the allegation.

The demonstration began
on Monday, with students
condemning what they
called the administration's
"erackdown on student ac-
tivism",

NDMC to
organise
classical music
concert on Feb15

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
The NDMC is going to or-
ganise ical music con-
cert ‘Music in the Park’ on
coming Saturday, Febru-
ary 15,2025 here at Nehru
Park, Chanakyapuri to
welcome the spring sea-
son.

In the background of
new blooming of white and
purple Tulips in Nehru
Park, the NDMC organis-
ing first concert of the
“Musicin the Park” series
in 2025 in association with
SPIC MACAY & SRF.

The NDMC invites clas-
sical music lovers to ex-
perience the beauty of
Indian classical musicin
harmony with nature in
the spring season with new
blooming Tulips in Nehru
Park, Chanakyapuri.

This year, the event is
dedicated to Ustad Zakir
Hussain, the tabla maestro
who has graced the “Music
in the Park’ stage multiple
times, leaving an indelible
mark on its history with
his extraordinary per-
formances.

The evening will feature
performances by sitar ex-
pert Kushal Das and ac-
claimed vocalist Ulhas
Kashalkar. The artists will
beac ied by an en-

The university, however,
aceused the protestors of
vandalising property, in-
cluding damaging the cen-
tral canteen and breaking
the gate of the security ad-
visor's office.

This prompted the JMI
administration to seek police
intervention, it sai

"We removed over 10 stu-
dentsaround 4 am after re-
ceiving a request from the
university administration.
Heavy police security has
been deployed outside the

campus to maintain law and
order," a police source said.

Some protestors gathered
outside the Kalkaji police
station during the day,
claiming 20 students had
gone missing following the
police intervention.

"Multiple students were
detained from the campus
early in the morning. Their
whereabouts remain un-
known," a protestor claimed,

However, by evening, they
said all detainees were re-
leased.

According to the state-
ment released by the Com-
missioner, waste manage-
ment plants at Bakkarwala,
Ranikheda, Shastri Park and
Burari have been set up,

which in total have the ca-
pacity to manage 5000
tonnes of waste,

"Another plant is being
setup at Tehkhand. Work is
underway to set up bio-
methanation plants to
Proeess 200 metric tonnes of
cow dung / vegetable waste
per day, which is likely to be
completed by March 2025,
the MCD Commissioner
added.

The Corporation has also
installed 211 small pit com-
posters for wet waste, which
has a capacity of managing
543 tonnes per day.

"Three contracts of 8o lakh
tonnes have been awarded
for legacy waste at Okhla,
Ghazipur and Bhalswa land-
fill sites. Work is in progress.”
Commissioner Kumar said.

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has also
given over 47 acres ofland to

the Corporation, which has
allowed for setting up an en-
gineering landfill site on 32
acres of land in March 2024.

"Delhi Development Au-
thority (DDA) has given
47.348 acres of land to the
corporation, outof which an
engineering landfill site has
been set up on 32.346 acres
of land in March 2024. At
this place, ash from Tehk-
hand, Okhlaand other pow-
er plants is being disposed

of!

Okhla, Narela-Bawana,
Tehkhand and Ghazipur ar-
easin the national capital re-
gion also has waste-to-ener-
gy plants, according to Com-
missioner Kumar.

"The plants process 6,550
TPD of waste to produce
electricity, Apart from this,
there is also a proposal to
start the work of setting up a
waste-to-energy plant of

3600 TPD capacity in
Narela-Bawana and a waste-
to-energy plant of three thou-
sand TPD capacity is planned
to be set up in Ghazipur,”
read the statement.

The new plants are ex-
pected to be operational in
December 2027, "After the
establishment of these
plants, the garbage going to
landfill sites will almost end,"

tals of green waste is dis-
posed of every day. The de-
partment has also prepared
143 vermicompost beds,
through which earthworm
compost is being made," said
Kumar. Focusing on other
initiatives, the MCD had also
started an operation called
“tree ambulance,” and done
the surgery of 222 hollow or
diseased trees.

the C claimed.
MCD has also regularised
4553 safai karamcharis. Ad-
ditionally, 308 Electronic
Vehicle (EV) charging sta-
tions have been installed,
with plans to start 262 new
EV stations too.

According to the Corpora-
tion’s statement, 105 illegal
garbage sites have been con-
verted too.

"MCD has established 51
centersfor green waste man-
agement, in which 60 quin-

BJP plans a grand oath ceremony for new
Delhi CM at JLN stadium as PM returns

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi

The BJP is planning to
organize a grand oath-
taking ceremony for the
new chief minister of Del-
hi, planned for the Jawa-
harlal Nehru stadium af-
ter PM Modi returns from
a foreign trip.

Other potential venues
being considered include
locations along the banks
of the Yamuna or Ramlila
Maidan, which has his-
torical significance for
past rallies and cere-
monies, sources said.

The BJP has empha-
sized the cleaning of the
Yamuna in their cam-
paign, with PM Modi erit-
icizing AAP leader Arvind
Kejriwal's comments
about the water quality.

After a 27-year gap, the
BJP secured power in Del-
hi, generating excitement
among party members

who want to attend the
ceremony. While the sta-
dium is not yet confirmed,
it is the leading option
due to its multiple VIP
entrances and expected
attendance of PMs and
other officials.

Around 200 MPs and
former MPs involved in
the Delhi campaign, along
with party workers and
over 700 vistaraks who
supported the ground-lev-

Over 7 Lakh Books Sold by Children's Book
Trust in New Delhi World Book Fair 2025

New Delhi

The World Book Fair, held at
Bharat Mandapam in Delhi
from February 1 to 9, wit-
nessed enthusiastic book
shopping. Among the most
vibrant spots in the world
book fair was Children's
Book Trust (CBT) stall in
Children pavilion at Hall
No.6, Bharat Mandapam .
The CBT stall remained a
‘major attraction among chil-
dren and young readers,
drawing large crowds
throughout the event.

According to the CBT offi-
cials, the combination of a
10-20% discount on books
and the immense popularity
of CBT publications among,
children resulted in record-
‘breaking sales this year. They
reported that over 7 lakh
books were sold within the 9-
day fair,

Children's Book Trust reg-

Faridabad police arrested man who

isters record sales both at the
New Delhi World Book Fair
and the International
Kolkata Book Fair this
year. The books and the stalls
during all these Book Fairs
have been attracting thl-
dren and their di

[
tions; Children’s Book Trust
said. “Looking atthe enthu-
siastic response in the fairs in
the East and based on our in-
ternal survey, CBT is mulling
over opening Book Stores
designed as Clnldren s Fun

large numbers. 'l'lnsy!:arthr:
Trust has registered record
sales from its participation at
the fairs, both at Kolkata
and New Delhi.

Ms. Rana Siddigui Zaman;
Lead Strategist, Content,
Communications & Promo-

Zones in p East-
ern Indian Cities with en-
gaging activities for children.
The idea to engage children
in good books that represent
Indian cultural and moral
values as well as physical
games and fun activities.”
Mr. Kishore Lal; Chair-

man, Children's Book Trust
s his year CBT will also
be launching a 20,000'sq ft
Shankar’s [nternational Chil-
dren’s Centre in Delhi where
we plan to have Meeting
Rooms, Activit; ntre for
various artistic activities, Art
Gallery for paintings received
during previous Painting
competitions, Venue for On-
The-spot Competition, Doll's
Workshop, ete to have cul-
tural and artistic exchanges
between different groups of
children from different parts
of India or abroad and even
expatriates.”

Mr Lal further added, “We
have had our presence in-
temnationally through our
hooks which we sell in many
countries, with the coming
up ofour SICC, we would fike
to have them here physical-
ly and see them grow intel-
lectually and artistically”.

kidnapped & raped a4- year -old girl in Dabua

Sandeep Chauhan
aridabad

A police team has arrested
aman accused of raping a
g4-year-old girl in the
Dabua police station area.
The case was filed on Feb-
ruary 11, when the girl's
mnlher reported that her

hter was kid i

semble of musicians, in-
cluding Ram Kumar
Mishra, Aashay Kulkarni,
Vinay Mishra, Sarwar
Hussain, and Sai Ma-
hashabde.

The entry for the pro-
gramme at Nehru Park is
from Niti Marg and is free
to all. The musical events
are held in the beautiful
serene settings of Nehru
Park where audiences can
enjoy free live perform-
ances of renowned and
upeoming arti

and raped on February 10
by an unidentified person.
After the incident, the
m was given initial
medical care at B. K. Hos-
pital, then transferred to a
private hospital for fur-
ther treatment. Due to the
seriousness of the case,
Police Commissioner Sa-
tendra Kumar Gupta or-
dered the formation of a
Special  Investigation
Team (SIT) to look into
the matter. The Deputy
Commissioner of Police

=
NIT

. Kuldeep Singh, es-
tablished the SIT, which
was led by Assistant Com-
missioner of Police Bad-
khal and included mem-
bers from the Women Po-
lice Station and other of-
ficers.

This case was classified

as a blind case initially.
The SIT and erime branch
teams worked together,
examining CCTV footage
from the vietim's house
and the surrounding area.
They gathered informa-
tion from secret sources,
which led to the arrest of

——
Javed alias Jabid,

This case was classi-
fied as a blind case ini-
tially. The SIT and
crime branch teams
worked together, ex-
amining CCTV footage
from the victim's
house and the sur-
rounding area.

a 29-
year-old scrap collector.
During questioning, Jabid
admitted he saw the girl
playing alone, gave her
money for biscuits, and
lured her into a nearby
bush where he raped her.
He attempted to silence
her when she screamed
and then abandoned her,
The accused will be placed
in police custody for fur-
ther questioning.

el effort, will be invited,
said said a senior func-
tionary.

“Though, it is difficult to
say who would become
CM but it could be from
three communities Bania,
Punjabi and Poorvanchali
who have backed the par-
ty in large numbers in the
Vidhan Sabha poll,” he
said.

A senior BIP leader said
that Discussions are on-

After a 27-year gap,
the BIP secured power
in Delhi, generating
excitement among
party members who
want to attend the
ceremony. While the
stadium is not yet con-
firmed, it is the leading
option due to its multi-
ple VIP entrances and
expected attendance
of PMs and other offi-
dals.
—

going regarding the selec-
tion of a Deputy CM with
M.

The Delhi Cabinet will
include the Chief Minister
and seven ministers. The
meeting for the legisla-
ture party and the oath-
[ﬂl{iﬂg ceremony are an-
ticipated to occur after
February 16.

No power outages in Delhi,
but delays in fixing issues by
Acting CM Atishi: Sachdeva

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi

Delhi BJP President Viren-
dra Sachdeva on Thursday
declared that there are no
power outages in Delhi, but
delays in fixing issues are be-
ing caused by the Acting
Chlef Minister, Atishi Mar-
lena, and the power compa-
nies working together.

Heaceused the Aam Aad-
‘mi Party leaders of spreading
Ties and creating confusion
about power cuts. Sachdeva
claimed that for years, the
government led by Arvind
Kejriwal has exploited resi-
dents with unfair electricity
charges. With the BJP gov-
ernment expected to take
over, he suggested that the
Acting Chief Minister is us-

and the power compani

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby
informed that my client,
Mrs. Shahida Qureshi
W/Q Late Sh. Jamaluddin
Qureshi, R/o House no
7271,Gali Garhhyya,
Quresh Nagar, Sadar
Bazar ,Delhi GPO Dist:
North Delhi 110006, has
disowned her son Md.
Kamaluddin from her all
movable & immovable
properties and has
served all relations with
him due to his undesir-
able, unwarranted and
unsocial activities. Any
person dealing with him
shall be doing 5o at
his/her own risks and
cost. My client shall not
be liable for any of their
acts, deeds and things.
Ashish Chopra
Advocate
Chamber-342, Dwarka
District Court, Sector 10
Dwarka New Delhi-
110075
Mob:7011855374

ing fear tactics to manipulate
the power companies. He
emphasized that, based on
their information, there are
no outages, only slow re-
pairs due o the collaboration
between the Chief Minister

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby
informed that my client,
Mrs. Shahida Qureshi
W/O Late Sh. Jamaluddin
Qureshi, R/o House no
7271,Gali Garhhyya,
Quresh Nagar,Sadar
Bazar ,Delhi GPO Dist:
North Delhi 110006, has
disowned her son Mohd
Jamal and his wife Amra
from her all movable &
immovable properties
and has severed all rela-
tions with them due to
there undesirable, un-
warranted and unsacial
activities. Any person
dealing with them shall
be doing so at his/her
own risks and cost. My
client shall not be liable
for any of there acts,
deeds and things.
Ashish Chopra
Advocate
Chamber-342, Dwarka
District Court, Sector 10
Dwarka New Delhi-
110075
Mob:7011855374

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
known to all that my
client Manoj Kumar Das
S/o Sh.Surya Narayan
Das.owner of the entire
property address,-H-100,
PVT. FLAT NO. 5, AREA
585Q. YDS. OUT OF
KHASRA NO. 412,VIL-
LAGE NAWADA HASTSAL
MOHAN GARDEN IN
BLOCK-H, UTTAM NA-
GAR, NEW DELHI-
110059, NOW THIS
PROPERTY PURCHASE —
RAJAT DUTT FROM
MANOJ KUMAR
And Mr. Manoj Kumar
Das S/o Sh.Surya
Narayan Das purchased
aforesaid property from
Mrs. Smt. Sayara VIDE
GPA, ATS, and WILL dat-
ed 20.02.2016, and itis
informed that any deal
with said documents by
any person except my
said client and said insti-
tution regarding said
property, shall be
deemed as null and void.
If any person having any
claim, right in said prop-
erty then he may contact
and handover the same
and apprise his claim to
undersigned within 15
days of this publication.
Dhananjai Kumar
Advocate & Legal
Consultant
Chamber No.635 Dwar-
ka Court New Delhi-
110075

Notice is hereby given
that my clientess Smt
Prachi Singh w/o ShSu-
jeet Singh is purchasing a
property bearing no.
Built up third floor, Right
side portion, area meas-
uring 42 square yards,
without roof rights, part
of property no. 1275
area measuring 105
square yards out of khas-
rano. 93, gali no. 11 situ-
ated at Govind Puri
Kalkaji, New Delhi
1100189, The ownership
of the said property isin
the name of Smt Kamla
Deviw/o Sh Mangal
Singh and the same was
transferred by Sh Jagdish
Parshad Verma through
GPA, Agreement to sell
and will, all dated
15/06/1979. If anybody
has any objection/s upon
said property/it's owner-
ship and title/its sale and
Mortgage/Litigation,
kindly inform the under-
signed in writing within 7
days of publication of
the Notice, failing which
the property would be
considered as unencum-
bered and no objection
will be entertained
thereafter.

YASHPAL JOLLY
ADVOCATE

CHAMBER NO 267,
WESTERN WING,

TIS HAZARI COURTS,
DELHI-110054

NORTHERN RAILWAY

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

E
afiars res house with ther lld work 1 he Kuledicton -
SSEPS/S PMarg,

Approx costal thaworks in | Rs.94.36 lacs
v | s D tect ey
EamestHoney - [ s ea00.00
Daiod 1.03.2035, 1200 Firs.
Opening of tender =~ 21.03.2025, 12.00 Hrs.
Website & notice board :- Www.Irepe.gov.in &

‘Se. Divl. Elect. Engincer/Goneral, New Delhi.

50172025

RVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE



Mehbooba'’s

remarks
‘irresponsible

’

and condemnable’:
Ravinder Raina

Jammu:
national _exec-
member Ravin-
der Raina on Thurs-
day dismissed PDP
president Mehboo-
ba Mufti’s statement
e national party
as “irresponsible and
condemnable” and de-
mand an  apology
from he;
Addre:

ing the PDP

workers at the launch
of her party’'s mem-
bership ~ drive here,

Mehbooba termed the
problem of Jammu and
Rashmir an “incur-
able di and said
the BJP seemed not
interested in its resolu-
tion like the Pakistani
military leadership to

polarize the situation
for votes in the coun-
try.

“Her statement is

irresponsible, high-
ly condemnable and
controversial. It looks
she has started toeing
the line of separatism
to mislead the mass-
es and regain the lost
political turf,” Raina
ting to Mch-
statement.

a_ former
president of BJP’s J&K
unit, accused the for-
mer chief minister of
“speaking the language
of anti-nationals and
having her sympathies
for them”.

“Her statement is
akin of supporting
terrorism and  sep-

aratism. She should
remember that Naren-
dra Modi is the prime
minister, Amit Shah
is home minister of
the country and under
their leadership no
anti-national aectivity,
terrorism, scparatism
or naxalism will be al-
lowed,” he said.

The BJP leader said
Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism has wreaked
havoe in Jammu and
Kashmir over the past
three decades, claim-
ing ll\ousands of inno-

forces are

g their lives
for the country. The
terrorists are  not

friends of anyone as
they are cnemies of
people and the peace-
ful atmosphere. They
will not be spared She
should seek an apolo-
ay for her statement,”

h(- said
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Punjab govt’s big bonanza to six lakh
employees and pensioners of state

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
n a big bonanza to
Itlm employees and
pensione of the
state government, the
Punjab Cabinet led by
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann on
v accorded con-
sent to disburse pending
arrears worth Rs 14,000
crore to them.

A decision to this effeet
was taken in the mecting
of the Council of Min-
isters held here under
the chairmanship of the
Chicf Minister today at
his office in Punjab Civil
Secretariat-T.

S crson of the
Chief Minister’s Office
said that the Cabinet
gave approval to release
s of revised pay/

ensions and leave en-
cashment from period of
January 1, 2016 to June
30, 2022 and that DA/
DR from July 1, 2021
to March 31, 2024 for
pensioners and employ-
ees, This sum worth Rs
14,000 crore will
leased in stages a

ive a much needed re-
icf to the employees and
pensioners. Pertinently,
there are three lakh em-
ployees and three lakh
pensioners of the state
government who  will
be direetly benefitted by

this move.

The Cabinet also gave
nod to create new posts
in Punjab State Legal
Services Authority for
setting up 22 new Lok
Adalats in the state tn

people. The Cabinet also
gave approval to create
three new posts of As-
sistant Director, Senior
Assistant and Sewada
n the newly created di
trict of Malerkotla. Tn
order to check the pilfer-
age of tax: the state
by proper utilization of
the human resources
in the Taxation depart-
ment, the Cabinet also
gave approval for crea-
tion of 476 new posts in
the department.

Along with it green

signal

was given for
changing the nomencla-
ture of the posts of the
Inspectors in the depart-
ment as they will be now
known as State Taxation
Offics The Cabinet
also rded  consent
for reeruitment of 53
drivers in the Excise
department on a regu-
lar basis. The Cabinet
also gave green signal
for amending the rules
and qualifications for
the direct recruitment
of Physical Training
|n<tl'udm'< (PTI teach-
ers) in the Elementary
Education  department.
This will facilitate the re-
cruitment of 2000 such
teachers across the state
in the coming day
In order to

impart

Haryana’s gymnasts win 7 medals
in National Games in Uttarakhand

Chandigarh:

In the 38th Nation-
al Games being held
in Dchradun, Uttara-
khand, Haryana's pla

ers performed brilliant-
Iy by winning 7 medals
in the g\'mlm-;tus com-
including =2

5 bronze
Sports
er Gaurav Gau-

tam felicitated the win-
ning players and said
they are getting a lot
of benefits from Har-
a's excellent sports

players  are
ging laurels to the
country and the state
by winning medals
in Olympies, World
Championships, Asian,
Commonwealth  and
National Games. Har-
yana has become the
hub of sports. Other
states of the country
so following H
sports  polic

The Spons Minister
praised the excellent
pcl‘folnmnc(' of Hary-
ana's gymnasts in the
National Games and
said this achievement
is not only the result
of the hard work of the
players, but is also a

proof of the encour-
agement being given
to sports by the state
government.

The Sports Minis-
ter said our gymnasts
should continue to
bring pride to the
state in this way and
the Haryana Govern-
ment is committed to
provide them the best
facilities and training.

The Haryana Gov-
ernment, under the
i of Chief
Nayab Sin-

striving to ecncourage
sports and provide all
istance to
o that it
maintains its leading
role on the sports map
of the country.

The medal winning
players of Haryana's

Yadav, who won the
bronze medal in Artis-
tic Gymnasties (Team
Event). Similarly, the
team of Life Adlakha,
Dhruv Chaudhary, Jan-
hvi, Varsha won the
bronze medal in Rhyth-
mic Gymnastics

In  the ind
competition,  Yog
war Singh won the si
ver medal with the title
of All-Around Sccond
Best Gymnast. He won
silver in  floor exer-
cise and bronze in side
horse. Similarly, Life
Adlakha won bronze
medal in hoop event.

C]M & DLSA conduct surprise
inspection of Bal Niketan in Panchkula

Panchkula:
Chief Judicial Magi
trate (CJM) and Secre-

tary, District Legal Ser

vices Authority (DLSA),

Panchkula, Ms. Aparna

conducted
ti

spec
of Bal le\nan. Se
2, Panchkula, to as
the functiuning

and
compliance of the shel-

ter home with estab-
lished regulations.
During her  visit,
CJM Bhardwaj metic-
ulously reviewed all
registers  maintained
by the shelter home,
including records re-
lated to donations. She
also examined the re-
ceipt book to ensure
proper documentation
and transparency in
financial transactions.
Additionally, she in-
quired about the au-
thorities  responsible
for conducting regu-

lar inspections of the
shelter home. The offi-
cials informed her that
apart from DLSA, vis-

its are regularly con-
ducted by the Human
Rights  Commission,
Chlld Welfare Com-

Top achievers in-
cludelakshit  99.95
percentile, Abhisar
99.90,HimeshSo-
nig99.80, Harsh with
99.69, GorishGarg
with 99.63, Nainish
with 99.52, Mus-
kan99.49, Garvit

99.26, MitulGarg
with 99.10percentile I
mittee (CWC), and the
District Child Protec-
tion Officer (DCPO).

The shelter home of-
ficials furtherapprised
CJM Bhardwaj that
on the second Satur-
day of every month, a
team of doctors, along
with a counsclor from
Sector 16, visits Bal
Niketan to conduct
medical check-ups for
all the children.

Chandigarh:

quality health servi
es to the people of th
state, the Cabinet also
gave nod for revival of
822 posts of Group C
cadre in the Health and
Family welfare depart-
ment. This will help in

A decision to this ef-
fect was taken in the
meeting of the Coun-
cil of Ministers held
here under the chair-
manship of the Chief
Minister today at his
office in Punjab Civil
Secretariat-1.

In a move aimed at

generating more than
50,000 jobs for youth,
the Cabinet also gave
nod for Waiver of Stamp
Duty. Registration Fee
and  other  addition-
al Charges for transfer
of land to the Spccml
Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
“NICDC Punjab Indus-
trial  Corridor Devel-
opment Corporation
Limited” for Integrated

¢ the
cy of the department
thereby immensely ben-
efitting the people
rm\ ding them quality
healtheare services. The
Cabinet also gave ap-
proval for ereation of g7
posts of various cadres
in the Dr BR Ambedkar
State Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences, SAS Nagar.

This will further help in

increasing the efficiency
of the institute to pro-
vide quality medical ser-
vices to the people.

Manufacturing  Cluster
(IMC) being developed
as a part of Amritsar
Kolkata Industrial Corri-
dor (AKIC) Project. The
project aims to serve as
a catalyst for local com-
merce, business with
global competitiveness
and creating an envi-
ronment conducive to
investment. The project
will generate  employ-
ment of about 32724
from  Industrial and
14880 from Non Indus-
trial support amenitics.

9 Students from Aakash
Educational achieves 99
Percentile in JEE Mains

H
Aakash Educational Ser-

vices Limited (AESL),
the national leader in
test preparator TViC
proudly announc

an
exceptional achievement
in the Joint Entrance Ex-

amination (JEE) Mains
2025 (Session 1). An im-
ive 9 students from
have scored above
99 percentile in the first
session of the examina-
tion.

Top achievers
cludeLakshit 99.95
percentile, Abhis-
ar 99.90, HlmechSo—
nig9.8o, with
99.69, C‘nnsth g with
99.63, Nainish with
99.52, Muskan09.49,
Garvit  99.26, Mitul-
Garg with 99.10percen-
tile.

These results  high-
light the students’ ded-
ication and academic
excellence in one of In-
dia’s most challenging
exams. The National
Testing  Agency  an-
nounced the results on
11th Feb, marking the
beginning of this year's
two scheduled JEE ses-

in-

.’_.

sions.

Most of these stu-
dents  enrolled in
Aakash’s classroom
program, aiming to
crack the gious
1T JEE, recognized

Top achievers in-
cludelakshit  99.95
percentile, Abhisar
99.90,HimeshSo-
ni99.80, Harsh with
99.69, GorishGarg
with 99.63, Nainish
with 99.52, Mus-
kan99.49, Garvit
99.26, MitulGarg
with 9

Opercenti

globally as one of the
toughest entrance ex-
ams.

Congratulating  the
students,Amit  Singh
Rdth()l e,Chief Academ-

and Business Head,
A‘\l\dxh Educational
Services Limited, con-
gratulated the students
on their impressive re-
sults. He said, “We are
proud of our students’
achievements JEE
Main 2025. Their hard
work and determina-
tion, combined with the
right coaching, have
led to these excellent
outcomes. At Aakash,
we focus on providing.
education that
students reach
full  potential.
Congratulations to all
our successful students,
and we wish them the
best for the next steps
in their journey.”

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann announces
1,746 new police department posts

jab  Chicf  Min
ter Bhagwant Mann on
Thursday  announced
the creation of 1,746
new posts in the Punjab
Police Department.

Taking to the social
media platform X, the
Punjab CM said the
‘youth' can apply from
February 21 to March 13
for the posts, with 1261
posts available in the
district cadre and 485
posts available in the
armed cadre.

“As per the promise, a
total of 1746 new posts
have been ereated in the
Punjab Police Depart-
ment. Youth can apply
from 21 February to 13
March. Reeruitment will
be made for 1261 posts
in the district cadre and
485 pos in the armed
cadre,” CM Mann wrote
in a post on X.

“Our government aims
to create a colourful
Punjab in which the role
of youth is the most im-
portant and this dream
can be fulfilled only by
providing maximum
employment  to  the
youth,” he added.

He further assured
that more government
jobs for youth will be

At the time of in-
spection, a total of 30
children wi
ing in Bal Niketa

CJM Bhardwaj em-
phasized the impor-
tance of maintaining
proper records and
ensuring that all per-
missions are duly doe-
umented to safeguard
the welfare of the
children. She direct-
ed the shelter home
authorities to take
immediate corrective
measures and ensure
strict adherence to
legal and procedural
requirements.

The visit highlight-
ed the need for con-
tinuous  monitoring
and accountability to
ensure that shelter
homes operate trans-
parently and in the

best interest of the
children under their
care.

)
announced in the fu-
ture, and details will be
shared soon.
Meanwhile, ear
the Punjab oM tool\
jibe at Congress leader
and Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Punjab As-

in the Pumab unit of the
Aam Aadmi Party and
ked how many MLAs
the Congress party has
in Delhi

He also slammed Ba-
jwa over his criticism of
law and order in Punjab
and s the situation
was better than in most
of the states.
“I would ask Pratap
Singh Bajwa to count
how many MLAs they

jab and make the state

have in Delhi.
and order of Pun

a
effort being a border
state, and we are do-
ing that..” Mann said,
speaking to the media.
ing on his meet-
h the AAP con-
venor, he said that Kejri-
wal thanked the party's
MLAs for their work in
the elections and added
that the party would u
their experience of worl
in Delhi to work in Pun-

a “role model” for the
\\‘I\nle nation to look up

Ar\md
thanked the ML:\.s for
their work in the Delhi

The law )

.. We will use
experience in
3 ¢ will work

. Our party is

f meeting, it was
decided that in the com-
ing two years, we will
make Punjab a model
that the whole nation
will look up to... Pun-
jab has always been at
the forefront in all the
ghts... The Punjab
government is work-
ing for the welfare of
the people...” he further

convenor
MLAs to
5 ics for the
party after their crush-
ing defeat in the Delhi
assembly clections.

Development works will be fast-tracked
after municipal elections: CM Saini

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said
that following the mu-
nicipal elections, vari
public dudupmcut pro-
jeets will be fast-tracked
and new projects will
also be implemented at
an accelerated pace.

The Chief Mini
made th remar
during a program or-
ganized by party work-
ers in  Narnaund on
Thursday.

He urged the workers
to ensure the victory of
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) candidates
in the civic elections and
to push for further de-
velopment of the region.

In his address, Chief
Minister also criticized
former Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal,
recalling  how, during
the Delhi elections, Ke-
jriwal spread various ru-
mors, including the false
claim that Haryana had

.

the Yamuna

River. He said that Kejri-
wal himself was born

Haryana, a place where

long

nee, ca-

the people ha
history of res
pable of enduring hard-
ships themselves and

sharing blessings with
others. He added that
the people of Haryana
are deeply rooted in Sa-
natan culture.

Chief Minister Nay-
ab Singh Saini said that
Kejriwal had  claimed
that no one could defe:
him, but his falsehoox

The people of Delhi
proved this by giving a
decisive mandate to the
Bharatiya Janata Par
turnmg the Prime Min-
ister's vision into a real-
ity. Chief Minister said
that voting in Haryana
took place on the sth,
with results announced
on the 8th, where the
Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty sccured 48 scats. A
similar  outcome oc-
curred in Delhi, where
48 BJP candidates also
emerged victorious.

Kejriwal  had  prom-
ised to clean the Yamu-
na over the last decade,
he had delivered noth-
ing but false promises,
using the issue to boost
his own political profi
he added.

Chief Minister encour-
aged workers to accept
any decisions the party
makes regarding  the
civie elections, stressing
the importance of unity
to ensure the BJP’s vie-
tory.
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Tripura CM,
family take holy
dip in Triveni
Sangam

Maha Kumbh Nagar:
On the auspicious oc-
casion of Mahakumbh
2025, Tripura Chiel
Minister Dr  Manik
Saha took a holy dip
in the Triveni Sangam
along with his fam-
ily on Thursday and
sought divine bless-
ings.

The Chief Minister
bathed in the sacred
confluence of Maa
Ganga, Maa Yamuna,
and the invisible Maa
Saraswati, earning
spiritual merit on this
sacred occasion.

After the bath, CM
Dr Manik Saha shared
his experience on his
official social media
handle, writing, “To-
day, I had the privi-
lege of taking a holy
dip at Mahakumbh,
Prayagraj. The sacred
waters, divine ener-
gy, and spiritual am-
bience made this an
unforgettable experi-
ence.”

He further expressed
that witnessing the
deep faith of crores
of devotees and expe-
riencing the spiritual
energy of Mahakumbh
2025 was truly special.

Dr Saha stated that
he prayed to Maa Gan-
ga for the prosperity
and peace of Tripura.
He emphasised that
the holy dip in Sangam
purifies life and grants
spiritual tranquillity.

Raj CM approves
over Rs 24 Cr for
Infrastructure
Development in
Krishi Upaj
Mandi Samitis

Jaipur:
In order to develop
more and more facil-
ities in Krishi Upaj
Mandi  Samitis  for
farmers and traders,
Chief Minister Bha-
janlal Sharma has giv-
en administrative and
financial approval for
development  works
worth more than 24
crores rupees.

According to a press
release from the of-
fice of Chiefl Minister,
Sharma has approved
an amount of more
than 7.27 ecrore ru-
pees for developing
infrastructure in Kris-
hi Upaj Mandi Samiti
Lalsot, Bhawanimandi,
Deoli and Kotputli.

The release states,
"Also, Rs 16 73 crore
has been approved
for the construction
of connecting roads
in Krishi Upaj Mandi
Samiti  Lunkaransar,
Srikaranpur, Bikaner
(grain), Pugal Road
(grain), Bikaner, Kha-
juwala, madhopur,
Nokha, Sridungargarh
and Padampur.”

As per the release,
the amount of about
Rs 24 crore approved
by CM Sharma for
the above works will
strengthen the infra-

structure  of  Krishi
Upaj Mandi Samitis,
which  will provide

maximum facilities to
traders and farmers.

At the same time,
the construction of
connecting roads will
facilitate the farmers
and the general pub-
lic to reach the Mandi
Samiti.

Along  with  this,
farmers will also save
time and fuel in selling
agricultural commodi-
ties, the release stated.
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CM Dhami stresses public participation,
strict measures to tackle forest fire

Steiequg

____Dehradun:
ttarakhand Chief
I I Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami has
emphasized the need
for public participation
and coordinated efforts
among various depart-
ments to combat forest
fives in the state.

He directed officials
to formulate future
action plans based on
lessons learned from
past incidents and en-
sure active engagement
of social organizations,
NGOs, Mahila Man-
gal Dals, Yuvak Man-
gal Dals, and forest
panchayats in fire pre-
vention measures. He
also called for strict ac-
tion against anti-social
elements responsible
for igniting forest fires,
said a press statement.

The Chief Minister
issued these directives
while attending a mock
drill on forest fire con-
trol, organized at the
State Disaster Man-
agement Authority in
IT Park, Dehradun, on
Thursday.

The ‘exercise was
conducted jointly by
the National Disaster
Management Authori-
ty (NDMA), the Union
Home Ministry, and

the Uttarakhand State
Disaster M

their implementation.
The Chief Ministeralso

Aul}lontv

Dhami stressed the
importance of inter-
departmental coordi-
nation and directed
Additional Chief Sec-
retary RK Sudhanshu
to issue necessary
instructions ensur-
ing collective action
against forest fires.

He highlighted the
effectiveness of the
Shitalakhet model
and traditional water
conservation methods
like Chaal-Khal and
Talaiya, urging the in-
volvement of the Jal-
agam department for

underscored the role of
modern technology in
forest fire management.

He pointed out that
Uttarakhand faces se-
vere challenges due to
forest fires, which not
only destroy valuable
forest resources but
also result in signifi-
cant wildlife loss. To
address this, he em-
phasized the need for
large-scale awareness
campaigns and inno-
vative approaches to
forest fire control. Ap-
pealing to citizens, he
urged them to actively
participate in prevent-

Cultural festivities set to resume on Feb
14 as Magh Purnima snan concludes

Lucknow/Maha-
kumbh Nag,

The Yogi government
has transformed Ma-
hakumbh 2025 into a
unique, unprecedented,
and unforgettable event.
With the Magh Purnima
snan already completed,
the spiritual and cultural
fervor is set to continue
into the Phalgun month,
with a fusion of culture,
environment, and the
Bird Festival along the
Sangam banks.

Starting Friday, the
Triveni, Saraswati, and
Yamuna pandals will
host vibrant cultural
performances, while a
Climate Conference is
scheduled for February
16. On the same day, a
three-day Bird Festi-
val will also commence.
Meanwhile, at the Gan-
ga pandal, cultural
events have already be-
gun on Thursday.

Adding to the gran-
deur, renowned Bol-
lywood singers like
Kailash Kher, Mohit
Chauhan, Kavita Seth,
and Navdeep Wadali
are set to enthrall audi-
ences with soulful mu-
sical performances at
the Ganga pandal.

With this, devotees
and visitors will con-
tinue to experience In-
dia’s rich cultural her-

itage during the serene
evenings of Phalgun
month. The event will
also showcase classi-
cal musie, violin, tabla,
flute recitals, and tradi-
tional dance formssuch
as 'Bha}"atanaty m, Ku-

QOdissi, bringing India's
artistic diversity to li
Mahakumbh 2025 is
not just about faith but
also about nature and
environmental con-
servation. Under Chief
Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath’s vision, a spe-
cial eco-tourism plan
has been designed for
pilgrims. From Febru-
ary 16 to 18, an Inter-
national Bird Festival
will take place, featur-
ing around 200 bird
species, including rare
Indian skimmers, fla-
mingos, and Siberian

cranes. Visitors will
also get a glimpse of
mlgratory birds from

Siberia, Mongolia, Af-
hanistan, and more
an a dozen other
countries.

The event will host
photography, painting,
slogan-writing, debate,
and quiz competitions,
with winners receiving
awards. The Interna-
tional Bird Festival will
be a unique blend of
Indian culture, love for
nature, and scientific
awareness.

Moreover, the Uttar
Pradesh Department of
Environment, Forest,
and Climate Change
will organize a Climate
Conference on “Kumbh
ki Aastha aur Jalvayu
Parivartan' (faith and
climate change) during
Mahakumbh.

ing such incidents,

During the mock
drill, officials identi-
fied 16 locations across
six districts for sce-
nario-based exercises
aimed at reducing re-
sponse time and im-
proving community co-
operation.

Dhami expressed
confidence that such
drills would enhance
preparedness and
mitigation efforts. He

so thanked the Un-
jon Home Ministry for
equipping the state
with modern fire pre-
vention tools.

BJP's Navneet Rana
visits Prayagraj to take

The Chief Minister
issued these
directives while

attending a mock drill
on forest fire control,
organized at the State
Disaster Management
Authority in IT
Park, Dehradun,
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holy dip at Triveni
Sangam
Prayagraj:  Bharati-

{a Janata Party (BJP)
ader Nayneel Rana
on Thursday arrived
Prayagraj to take a holy
dip in Triveni Sangam
at the ongoing Maha-
kumbh.

"We are fortunate to
attend  Mahakumbh
that will come after
144 years... I am happy
to see that the young
generation is also visit-
ing here in huge num-
bers...

Eatlier today, Chhat-
tisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai along
with his cabinet mem-
bers, state Governor,
MPs and MLAs arrived
Prayagraj and took a
holy dip in the Triveni
Sangam in the ongoing
Mahakumbh.

Assam Rifles crackdown on
PREPAK, KCP cadres in Manipur

Imphal:

Party (Peo-

Assam Rifles and the In-
dian Army have appre-
hended two cadres of the
People’'s  Revolutionary
Party of Kangleipak (Pro-
gressive) and four active
cadres of the banned
Kangleipak Commu-
nist Party (People's War
Group) on Wednesday in
two separate operations
in Manipur, officials said
on Thursday.

The crackdown is part
of ongoing efforts to curb
militant activities in the re-
gion, said Assam Rifles.

In the first operation,
Assam Rifles and Manipur
Police launched a search in
the general area of Dingku
Road, Imphal East dis-
trict, based on intelligence
about the presence of the
cadres. The operation re-
sulted in the apprehension
of two cadres, who claimed
allegiance to the People's

ples ‘War Group) or KCP
(PWG).

Meanwhile, Assam Ri-
fles, in coordination with
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) and Mani-
pur Police, launched a joint
search operation to identi-
fyand d&'lmy illicit poppy
cultivation in an area of Se-
hjang village, Kangpokpi
distriet.

Acting on credible intel-
ligence inputs on February
12, following an intensive

, two large poppy
plantations spanning ap-
proximately six acres, with
a potential to yield 30 kg
of opium were uncovered
and destroyed.

Nearby huts and make-
shift shelters were also
burned down, dealing a
deep blow to opium culti-
vators.

As per an official state-
ment, "Assam  Rifles
remains ~ dedicated  to

Revulutionary Party of
s .

1g peace and

or PREPAK (PRO).

In a similar intelli-
gence-based  operation,
the Indian Army and Ma-
nipur Police apprehended
four ca in the general
area of Kameng Sabal Vil-
lage, Imphal West District.
‘The operation also led to
the recovery of five pistols,
ammunition, and war-like
stores. The apprehend-
ed cadres expressed their
allegiance to Kangleipak

8
combaung, ﬂleg;xl drug
trade in the area.”

On February 10, the In-
dian Army, along with the
Assam Rifles and in coor-
dination with the Manipur
Police and other security
forces, nabbed eight cadres
and recovered 25 weapons,
ammunition, and warlike
stores in a series of joint
operations conducted in
multiple districts of Mani-
pur, officials said.

Cleanliness drive restores Sangam Ghats to
a pristine state after Magh Purnima Snan

Mahakumbh Nagar:
Demonstrating its un
wavering commitment
to cleanliness, the Maha
Kumbh 2025 admin-
istration once again
proved its efficiency by
swiftly restoring the
Sangam Ghats after the
Magh Purnima bathing
festival.

As soon as the sacred
snan concluded, a ded-
icated team of cleaners
launched a large-scale
cleaning drive by the
evening itself. Their
prompt and tireless
efforts ensured that,
by night, the Sangam
Ghats were once again
pristine and beautiful,
ready to welcome the
next influx of devo-
tees.

On the occasion of
Magh Purnima, more
than 2 crore devo-
tees took a holy dip in
Sangam on Wednes-
day. As part of the
ritual  offerings, a
large number of dev-
otees left flowers, gar-
lands, clothes, and
food at the ghats, and
the extensive use of
public toilets was ob-
served.

Following the de-
crease in crowd den-
sity, the mela admin-
istration launched

BJP's Navneet Rana visits Prayagraj
to take holy dip at Trlvenl Sangam

Prayagraj:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Navneet
Rana on Thursday ar-
rived Prayagraj to take
a holy dip in Triveni
Sangam at the ongoing
Mahakumbh.

"We are fortunate to
attend Mahakumbh
that will come af-
ter 144 years... I am
happy to see that the
young generation is
also visiting here in
huge numbers..."

Earlier today,
Chhattisgarh  Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai along with his
cabinet members,
state Governor, MPs
and MLAs arrived

Prayagraj and took a
holy dip in the Triveni
Sangam in the ongo-
ing Mahakumbh.

After taking a holy
dip at the Maha
Kumbh, he congrat-
ulated  the  Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath

for the alrangements

Governor,
Speal«er, ministers and
MLAs of Chhattisgarh,
a total of 166 people
came here for the holy

dip... This moment
has come after 144
years. We congral-

ulate the CM of Ut~
tar Pradesh for these
arrangements and
thank him for inviting
us. We will go to the

Chhattisgarh pavilion
after thi

Meanwhile, more
than 2.73 million dev-
otees have taken a dip
in the Triveni Sangam
as of 10 am on Thurs-
day, during the on-
going Maha Kumbh
Mela in Prayagraj, ac-
cording to the Uttar
Pradesh government.

Among this congre-
gation, more than 500

thousand Kalpavasis
and over 2.2 million
pilgrims have taken a
dip till 10 am.

A look at the num-
bers until February 12
shows that the total
number of devotees
who have taken a dip
in the Triveni Sangam
has exceeded 482.9
million, marking a
significant milestone

in the grand event.

an intensive cleaning
drive, restoring the
ghats to their pristine
condition by morning.
To ensure prompt
cleanliness, all sector
magistrates were in-
structed to initiate a
large-scale sanitation
campaign as soon as
the crowd dispersed.
In response, the ad-
ministration swift-
ly disposed of solid
waqle eft behind dur-
the bathing festi-

v

ecial cleaning ve-
hicles were deployed
to collect garbage
from the ghats and
the fairgrounds, while
cesspool operations
were carried out to

maintain hygiene in
public toilets.

Anand Kumar Sin-
gh, the sanitation
in-charge of the fair,
stated  that under
the cleanliness drive,
sanitation ~ workers
thoroughly swept and
cleaned all roads.

“Dustbins and liner
bags placed through-
out the fair area were
ch)tlcd using tippers

compactors. The
administration _has
been running these
cleaning  initiatives
daily to uphold the
vision of a Clean Ma-
hakumbh. However,
on major bathing days,
the campaign is inten-
sified to ensure that

pilgrims arriving the
next day experience
a holy and hygienic
environment,” he ex-
plained.

The swift action of
the fair administration
left both devotees and
locals highly impressed.
Expressing their appre-
ciation, many acknowl-
edged the efforts of the
Yogi government in
ensuring a well-organ-
ized and spotless Ma-
hakumbh 2025. One
devotee remarked that
the  administration's
commitment to clean-
liness has reaffirmed
its dedication to mak-
ing the Mahakumbh
a model of order and
sanitation.

Lucknow wedding 'gatecrashed’ by
leopard; 4-hour rescue operation follows

Lucknow:

A leopard entered a wed-
ding ceremony at MM
Lawn on Budheshwar
Ring Road in the Para
police station area in
Lucknow at around, an
official said.

The feline made
its entry at 11.40 PM
on Wednesday, after
which, the forest offi-
cials rescued the leop-
ard after four hours.
SDO Mohanlalganj and
three doctors arrived
immediately at the
venue.

Lucknow Divisional
Forest Officer Sitanshu
Pandey said, "It took
almost 4.5 hours to res-
cue the leopard from
the MM Lawn Guest
House. SDO Mohan-
lalganj and three doc-
tors arrived here im-
mediately. Around 203
people were present at
the venue. One person
rom the forest staff
was also injured, and
he has also received
treatment.”

Because of the dense

forest around the area,
the leopard strayed
into the wedding venue.
"There is a huge dense
forest above Malihabad,
which has mango trees.
Beyond that, there are
also Lakhimpur Kheri,
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve
and Pilibhit Tiger Re-
serve. Since the leop-
ard is an agile animal,
it could have come
from anywhere," Pan-
dey said.

Recently, five peo-
ple were injured in a
leopard attack in Ut
tar Pradesh's Bahra-
ich. The injured were
rushed to a local hos-
pital for treatment. The
incident took place in
Bargadwa village on

February 7.

Katarniaghat  Bah-
raich, Divisional For-
est Officer (DFO) B
Shivshankar, said "A
leopard injured five
people, and our staff
took them to the hos-
pital--three are being
treated, and two have
been referred for fur-
ther care."

"Regarding the hu-
man-wildlife  conflict,
the forest department
advises people not to
go alone into sugar-
cane fields or leave
meat or livestock out-
side. Leopards tend to
avoid groups, so stay-
ing in pairs or groups
can help prevent at-

tacks," the DFO added.
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Opposition MPs calls Waqf JPC report "biased,
one-sided"; stages walkout from Rajya Sabha

New Delhi

jva Sabha Op-

position  MPs

staged a walkout

n  Thursday

amid the discussion on the

Joint Parliamentary Com-

mittee (JPC) report on the

Wagf (Amendment) Bill,
2024,

Opposition MPs alleged
that the JPC on the Wagf
Bill is "biased” and "one-
sided," adding that the dis-
sent notes submitted by
the panel members weren't
included in the JPC re-
port.

JMM MP Mahua Maji
and AAP MP Sanjay Singh
went on to claim that this
bill is just beginning and
soon the government
would bring the bill to
"grab" lands of other reli-
gions too.

Speaking to reporters,
Mahua Maji said, "The IN-
DIA Alliance staged a
walkout against the report
of the JPC on the Wagf
Amendment Bill. The JPC
has been biased. Today,
the government is eyeing

the land belonging to the
‘Wagf; tomorrow, theywill
grab the properties of oth-
er religions

Panel member and Con-
gress MP Dr Syed Naseer
Hussain alleged that the
JPC had not followed the
procedures and key parts
of the dissent notes were

blurred.

Hussain accused the Mi-
nority Affairs Minister

i iju of "lying."

"It (JPC report on Wagf)
is biased and one-sided.
The procedures were not
followed in the JPC. Non-
stakeholders were called,
97% of them opposed this

We were not given the
minutes of the meeting...
Key parts of our dissent
notes were blurred, and
the minister of minority
affairs lied about it..." he
told reporters.

Slamming the JPC, AAP
MP Sanjay Singh said, "It
is disappointing that the

Opposition's dissent notes
have not been included in
the report... This is just
the beginning. Soon, they
will bring a bill to possess
the lands of Gurdwaras,
Temples and Churches and
give this land to their cap-
italist friends.”

However, AIMIM MP
and JPC member Asadud-
din Owaisi said that a
group of Lok Sabha MPs,
including A Raja, Kalyan
Banerjee, Tmran Masood,
Mohammad Jawed, and
Gaurav Gogoi, went to
meet Lok Sabha speaker
Om Birlaand told him that
many pages and para-
graphs of dissent notes
had been redacted from
the JPC report.

However, AIMIM MP
and JPC member Asadud-
din Owaisi said that a
group of Lok Sabha MPs
went to meet the Lok Sab-
haspeaker Om Birla toin-
form him about the redact-
ed pages and paragraphs
of dissent notes, after
which most of them were
included in the report.

Owaisi stated that the
report will be presented
in the Lok Sabha at 2 pm.

“Today, a group of Lok
Sabha MPs, which includ-
ed A Raja, Kalyan Baner-
jee, Imran Masood, Mo-
hammad Jawed, Gaurav
Gogoi, and me, went to
meet the Speaker. We told
him that many pages and
paragraphs of our dissent
notes have been redacted
from the JPC report. He
was kind enough to ask
the Secretary-General to
include from our dissent
notes whatever the rules
permitted ... Later, we sat
in the Parliamentary li-
brary and included most of
the redacted pages in the
report, which will be pre-
sented in the Lok Sabha at
2 pm... The paragraphs
that c)pmssul aspersions
on the working of the com-
mittee were not included
since they were against the
rules..." Committee mem-
ber and AIMIM Chief
Asaduddin Owaisi said.

Earlier today, a major
uproar erupted in both

houses of the Parliament
before the JPC report on
the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, zo24, was tabled.
The Lok Sabha was ad-
Jjourned till 2 pm amid Op-
position  sloganeering
against the report, while
the Rajya Sabha also wit-
nessed heated exchanges.
Congress National Pres-
ident and Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, op-
posed the JPC report on
the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, alleging that dissent
notes from Opposition
members were removed.
The Wagf Act of 1995,
enacted to regulate Waqf
properties, has long been
criticised for issues such as
mismanagement, corrup-
tion, and encroachments.
The Waqf (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, aims to address
these challenges by intro-
ducing reforms such as
digitisation, enhanced au-
dits, improved trans-
parency, and legal mecha-
nisms to reclaim illegally
occupied properties.

EU India agree tointensify Wagqf panel has ignored opinion of Muslims, will

cooperation on smart and
sustainable urbanization

cions [
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4™ INDIA - EU URBAN FORUM

ew Delhi
Building on the 2017 Joint
Declaration on Partnership
for Smart and Sustainable
Urbanization, the 4th In-
dia-EU Urban Forum was
held today in New Delhi,
nm_rkmg a significant mile-
stone in the EU-India col-
laboration on sustainable
urban development. This
high-level event brought
together officials and ex-
perts from India, the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), and
its Member States to dis-
cuss policies and best prac-
tices to work towards inte-
grated approaches to sus-
tainable urban develop-
ment, reinforcing the EU's
Global Gateway strategy in
India
The forum explored
transformative initiatives
and innovative financing
mechanisms to foster gen-
der-inclusive, resilient, and
sustainable urban devel-
opment, focusing on three
key themes: Urban Alliance
and Integrated Approach-
es i Indian Cities, Pro-
moting Innovation and Cir-
cularity at the City Level,
and Inclusive Urban Mo-
bility as a Social Enabler.
The EU India collabora-
tion is crucial. considering
urban areas account for
two-thirds of global energy
consumption, emissions,
and pollution. Since 2017,
the EU's support has been
instrumental in promoting
sustainable cities models,
public-private investments,
climate action, and disaster
risk reduction in cities
across India. Besides sup-
porting India in its ambi-
tious CITIIS programme
since its inception, the
Team Europe has engaged
with over 40 Indian

of EU-India cooperation in
urban development, stat-
ing, “Since 2017 the EU
has been engaged in ac-
companying and support-
ing Indian Government's
planning the development
of Indian cities. With the
right policies in place, ur-
banization can be an enor-
mous apportunity for sus-
tainability. Smart and sus-
tainable urbanisation has
been at the core of our
partnership: to improve
the eco-design of cities; to
improve waste disposal, to
improve water recycling;
to facilitate urban mobility
with finaneing of metros.™
He added that, “With over
€ 45 million [INR 400
crores] we have leveraged
over €1 billion [INR 9000
crores] of eapital to support
sustainable urbanisation.
It is our commitment to
pursue this effort in the
period 2025-2027.7

Setting the tone for the
forum, Shri  Srinivas
Katikithala, Secretary, Min-
istry of Housing & Urban
Affairs, underscored In-
dia’s commitment to ur-
ban innovation, stating,
“Indian cities are embrac-
ing smart solutions, build-
ing green infrastructure,
and implementing inclu-
sive policies to sustainable
urbanisation for genera-
tions to come.” Emphasiz-
ing the significance of the
India-EU partnership, he
added, “India and Europe
are collaboratively creat-
ing sustainable cities of the
future, fostering innova-
tion, resilience, and inclu-
sive growth while address-
ing pressing climate chal-
lenges.”

The forum served as a
crucial st!:p in shaping a

understanding of climate-
smart development, sup-
porting urban mobility so-
Tutions, waste manage

ment, and climate action
planning,

H.E. Hervé Delphin, Am-
bassador, Delegation of the
Furopean Union to India
highlighted the importance

llaby ive approach to
Tndia’s urban transforma-
tion, ensuring alignment
with evolving challenges
and opportunities. Tt rein-
forced the commitment of
and the EU to drive
ainable, and in-
e urban development
in line with MoHUA's pro-
grams and missions.

run nationwide movement if bill passed: AIMPLB

New Delhi

With the report of the Joint
Committee on Waqf
(Amendment) Bill tabled in
Lok Sabha, the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) on Thursday al-
leged that the panel has
completely ignored the
opinion of Indian Muslims
and unilaterally moved
ahead with an "arbitrary
undemocratic process”. The
AIMPLE said if the Wagfbill
is passed, it will run a na-
tionwide movement against
it within the framework of
the Constitution.

The board urged the gov-
ermnment not to move for-
ward with any such bill on
‘Waqgf and withdraw its
steps. Addressing a press
conference here, AIMPLB
president Khalid Saifullah
Rahmani said the founding
fathers of the country
dreamed that this would be
acountry which is different
from other nations in the
world as people of different
religion, language, culture
and traditions live here.

He said alot of lies have
been spread on the Waqf is-
sue and the Wagf bill is
based on "religious dis-
crimination”. "It is our con-
stitutional right to live our
life according to our religion
and run institutions as per
our customs and traditions,"
he said. Rahmani pointed
out that the religious places
of Sikhsand Hindus are run
by members of the respec-
tive communities.

"We have no objection to

that. The management of
the religious places be done
by people of that refigion but

we should have the same
rights, The mosques, ceme-
teries and other places must
be run by Muslims," he said.
"The current government
spreads lies and dislikes
truth. They propagate that
Wagf will take over all prop-
erties and can take any land.
‘When there are courts in the
country how someone can
take over any property like
this," Rahmani asked.

The Wagqf issue is not a
fight between Hindus and
Muslims or between mi-
nority and majority but it is
a fight for justice, lhe AI\i-
PLB chief said. Ra

with justice.
Deputy Ameer Jamat-e-
Tslami  Hind  Malik

Moatasim Khan said if Ku-
mar and Naidu do not pay
heed to the calls against the
bill, they will have to pay a
political price for it. Speak-
ing at the presser, Jamiat
Ulema-e-Hind president Ar-
shad Madani sl d the

position members within
the JPC and have unilater-
ally pushed their arbitrary
undemocratic process is
highly condemnable,” the
AIMPLB said.

"We believe that the gov-
ernment still has an oppor-
tunity to not bring this bill,
which poses a direct threat
to Wagf ies and aims

government over the Waqf
issue and said itwasagainst
the Constitution.

Their remarks came after
the repart of the Joint Com-
mittee on Wagf (Amend-
ment) Bill was tabled in the
Lok Sabha on Thursday. In

to deprive Muslims of their
mosques, eidgahs,
madrasas, dargahs and
graveyardsete.,” itsaid. The
government must act re-
sponsibly and uphold its
stated commitment of 'Sab-
ka Saath, Sabka Vikaas', the

said AIMPLB representa-
tives had conveyed their
message to BIP allies --
JD(U) chief Nitish Kumar
and TDP president N Chan-

a statement, the AIMPLB  Muslim body said.
said itis unfm?unmcr.hal the Mu%hm-: across India,
Waqf Bill was m var-

presented in Parliament.
"The way the ruling party, its
allies and the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee (JPC)
have completely ignored the

drababu Naidu — to not
support the bill and side

stance and opinions of In-
dian Muslims, views of op-

ious sects, religious and
ll)l“lllllﬂlf) I)}‘gaﬂlﬁatl(bi’l\
and

email, presenting well-rea-
soned arguments. In mat-
ters of this nature, the opin-
ions of the affected stake-
holders hold paramount im-
portance, as this isa funda-
mental democratic princi-
ple. However, these voices
have been completely ig-
nored," it alleged.

"We urge all opposition
parties and even the ruling
BJP's allies to ensure that
this bill is not passed in
Parliament,” the AIMPLB
said. The Muslim body also
said itwill not accept the bill
even if it is passed and will
pursue all "peaceful, legal
and democratic” options.
The report of the joint com-
mittee of Padiament on the
Wagf (Amendment) Bill was
submitted to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla on Janu-
ary 30. The panel had
adopted by a majority vote
its report that contained
changes suggested by mem-
bers of the ruling BJP,
prompting the opposition
to dub the exercise an at-
tempt to destroy Waqf
boards. The AIMPLB also
hit out at the implementa-
tion of the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) in Uttarakhand.

"Another alarming move
by the ruling party is the Ut-
tarakhand goverment's en-
forcement of the UCC. Fol-
lowing this, the Gujarat gov-
ernment has also formed a
ittee to draft UCC in

intellectuals have collec-
tively opposed this bill.
Crores of Muslims have sub-
mitted their objections via

its state. We categorically
state that no state has the
authority to enforce UCC
on its own," it said.

Gaurav Gogoi
alleges JPC
"rushing
through"
Wagqf report

New Delhi
Congress MP Gaurav
Gogoi on Thursday alleged
that the Joint Parliamen-
tary Committee on Wagqf
(Amendment) Bill have
been "rushing through” the
report as they held "no
clause-by-clause” discus-
sion over it.

Gogoi also said the "gen-
uine” stakeholders were
also not invited for the dis-
cussion.

"This JPC committe¢
and the way it has been
funeti , they have been
rushing through. There
was no cause by cdause
discussion. The genuine
stakehol der was not invit-
ed." Gogoi said.

He added that the com-
mittee had no ‘intention” of
doing a "democratic, de-
liberative, parliamentary
exercise” and just ‘bull-
dozed’ through the report
relating to matter of "ut-
most sensitivity”

"The way they bulldozed
shows that they had noin-
tention of doing a demo-
cratic, deliberative, parlia-
mentary exercise on the
matter of such utmost sen-
sitivity,” Gogoi said.

Alleging JPC's of not tak-
ing all views into account,
Gogoi also stressed about
the lack of time opposi-
tion had to read the report
and present objections.

"We wanted JPC to have
taken into account all the
views but this has not been
done. 665 pages report was
presented and members
had only one night to read
the whole report to present
our objections. We have
allbeen part of many JPCs
there's always clause by
clause discussion and it
was completely bypassed.
Why? under whose pres-
sure the chairman was act-
ing?" Gogoi said.

The JPC report on Wagf
Amendment Bill was
tabled in the Lok Sabha to-
day after being pre ented
in Sabha earlier in

the day

Opposition MPs alleged
that the JPC on the Wagf
Bill is "biased" and "one-
sided," adding that the dis-
sent notes submitted by
the panel members were
not included in the JPC
report.

In response to the oppo-
sition elaims Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said that
the government has no op-
position if dissent notes of
the Opposition are added
to the JPC report.

The Wagf (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, aims to address
these challenges by intro-
ducing reforms such as
digitisation, enhanced au-
dits, improved trans-
parency, and legal mecha-
nisms to reclaim illegally
oceupied properties.

"No deletions or removals from JPC report": Kiran Rijiju

New Delhi

Amid uproar in the Rajya
Sabha over the Joint Par-
liamentary Committee
(JPC) Teport on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
Union Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju on Thursday said that
there had been no dele-
tions or removals of dis-
sent from the report.

Opposition  leaders
staged a walkout during
the discussion on the JPC
report, alleging irregular-
ities.

Refuting these claims,
Rijiju accused them of cre-
ating an "unnecessary"”
controversy.

"I have checked the con-
cerns raised by the Oppo-
sition. There have been
no deletions or removals
from the report. Every-
thing is on the floor of
the House. On what basis
ean such an issue be

raised? The members of
the Opposition are creat-
ing an unnecessary issue,
which is not a fact. The nl»
legatmn is false,"
said in the Rajya %\hi..
He further clarified that
the JPC followed due pro-
cedure and that nppucl-

participated in all pro-
ceedings over the past six

months.

"The JPC conducted the
entire proceedings as per
the rules. All the Opposi-
tion members of the JPC
participated in all the pro-
ceedings over the last 6
months. All the dissent
notes are attached in the
Appendix of the report.
They cannot mislead the
House," he added.

The JPC report on
the Wagqf (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024,
was tabled in the
Rajya Sabha on
Thursday amid
protests and con-
tinuous sloganeer-
ing from
opposition mem-
bers.

Rijiju also elaimed that
no JPC had worked as
transparently as this one.

The JPC report on the
Wagf (Amendment) Bill,
2024, was tabled in the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday
amid protests and contin-
uous sloganeering from
opposition members.

Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) MP Medha Vishram
Kulkamni presented the re-
port. She also tabled a
copy of the record of evi-
dence given before the
panel on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill, 2024.

The presentation of the
JPC report was followed
by uproar in the Upper
House of Parliament,
leading to the adjourn-
ment of the session until
11:20 am. However, as the
proceedings resumed, the
house again witnessed
disruptions from the op-

position MPs.
Earlier today, Ja-

gadambika Pal. BJF MP
and Chairman of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee
(JPC) on the Wagf
(Amendment) Bill, said
that the JPC would pres-
ent its report in Parlia-
ment after six months of
nationwide consultations.

The JPC Chairman em-
phasized that the com-
mittee toured the country
to collect input before fi-
nalizing the report, which
included the adoption of
25 amendments across 14
clauses.

"Today, the JPC will
produce its report in Par-
liament. To have a de-
tailed discussion and de-
liberation, the JPC was
formed six months ago.
In the last six months, we
have prepared a report af-
ter touring the whole na-
tion. We have adopted 25
amendments in 14 claus-
es," he said.

Meanwhile, Congress
MP Gaurav Gogoi said
that instead of focusing
on the already available
Wagf Act, an attempt is
being made to bring a po-
litically motivated amend-
ment.




British Indian
minister
announces
new Windrush
scandal
redressal
approach

London:

The UK government on
Thursday  announced
a reset in its approach
towards addressing the
historic Windrush scan-
dal, which wrongly de-
nied citizenship rights to
thousands of migrants
from  Commonwealth
countries including In-
dia.

The Home Office is
inviting applications
to appoint a new Win-
drush  Commissioner,
who will be tasked with
driving forward change
and holding officials
to account. The new
Commissioner will be
an “independent advo-
cate” for all those affect-
ed by the scandal, which
saw thousands suffer
through no fault of their
own because of their in-
ability to produce doc-
uments to prove their
right to live in the UK.

“The appointment of a
Windrush Commission-
er will mark a vital step
in resetting the govern-
ment’s response to the
Home Office Windrush
scandal and delivering
the change that the vic-
tims of this scandal want
and deserve to see,” said
Seema Malhotra, UK’s
Minister for Migration
and Citizenship.

o o

9518-199941

BUSINESS

WOoORLD/BUSINESS 4

TOP STORY, DELHI, FRIDAY 14, FEBRUARY 2025

Day after UN report, BNP expects India
to repatriate former Bangladesh PM Hasina

Bangladesh:
ormer prime min-
ister Khaleda Zia's
party on Thurs-

day said it expects In-
dia to repatriate her ri-
val counterpart Sheikh
Hasina to stand trial af-
ter a UN fact-finding re-
port claimed her ousted
regime tried to hold onto
power through system-
atic attacks and killings
of protesters last year.
The nearly 16-year-long
Hasina's Awami League
(AL) regime was toppled
in a students' uprising
on August 5, 2024 when
she secretly fled Bangla-
desh for India.

Zia's Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party's (BNP)
secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
told a press conference
here that the UN report
said the mass killings,
human rights violations,
and the destruction of
democracy and institu-
tions were carried out on
Hasina's orders, and it
was "proven that Hasina
is a fascist who has tor-
tured, persecuted and
killed the people of this

country."

1le said he thanked the
UN fact-finding commit-
tee for the report, "which
correctly states that the
killings were carried
out as per the orders of
a particular individual,
fascist Hasina."

Zia's Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party's (BNP)
secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir

told a press conference
here that the UN report
said the mass killings,
human rights violations,
and the destruction of
democracy and institu-
tions were carried out on
Hasina's orders, and it
was "proven that Hasina
is a fascist who has tor-
tured, persecuted and
killed the people of this
country."

24, P

Ie said he thanked the
UN fact-finding commit-
tee for the report, "which
correctly states that the
killings were carried
out as per the orders of
a particular individual,
fascist Hasina."

It said: Hasina's for-
mer government, secu-
rity and intelligence ser-
vices, alongside violent
elements associated with

—_—
He said he thanked
the UN fact-finding
committee for the re-
port, "which correct-
ly states that the kill-
ings were carried out
as per the orders of a
particular individual,
fascist Hasina."

the Awami League party,
systematically engaged in
a range of serious human
rights violations during
last year's student-led
protests.

"We therefore call upon
the Indian government
today to immediately re-
turn her (Hasina) and her
accomplices to Bangla-
desh and hand her over to
the government for trial,"
Alamgir said.

The Office of the High
Commissioner for ITu-
man Rights (OHCHR)
Fact-Finding Report:
Tluman Rights Viola-
tions and Abuses related
to the Protests of July and
August 2024 in Bang-
ladesh' was released on
Wednesday.

'Haven't received any letter

from any one'

Islamaabd:

Pakistan's Chief of Army

Staff General Asim Mu-
nir on Thursday has
denied 'receiving any
letter from any one,’
stating that 'even if any
such letter was received,
he would forward it to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif.!

Speaking  informal-
ly to journalists during
a luncheon hosted for
Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan at
the Prime Minister's
House, General Munir
said, “I have not re-
ceived any letter from
anyone, and even if I
do, T will not read it. T
will send it to the Prime
Minister.”

The army chief high-
lighted that Pakistan is
progressing well and
reiterated his commit-
ment to the country’s
development and sta-
bility.

The statement comes
a day after PTI law-
yer Faisal Chaudhry
claimed outside Adiala
Jail that Imran Khan
had sent a third letter to
the army chief, raising
concerns about alleged
electoral fraud that he

: COAS

said favoured a minori-
ty over the majority.

Chaudhry stated that
Imran Khan has shared
the contents of the let-
ter with PTI leadership,
and the letter will cov-
er six main points. He
confirmed that the letter
would address issues
such as the need for deep
structural reforms, the
damage caused to de-
mocracy by the govern-
ment's policies, and oth-
er critical matters.

Chaudhry also  re-
vealed that Khan and
other party leaders had
appeared in the GHQ
case, and that PTI has
decided to appoint Aamir
Dogar as a member of
the opposition’s negotia-
tion committee. He add-
ed that new members
would also be included in
the political committee,
with a formal notification
set to be issued today.

Former Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan had
earlier written a second
open letter to Army Chief
General Asim Munir, fol-
lowing up on a previous
letter that aimed to ad-
dress the widening gap
between the military
and the public.

Erdogan urges India, Pakistan to resolve Kashmir issue through dialogue

Islamabad:
Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan on
Thursday said that the
Kashmir issue should
be resolved through dia-
logue between India and
Pakistan, with due con-
sideration for the aspi-
rations of the Kashmiri
people.

President  Erdogan,
who is in Pakistan on a
two-day visit, made the
comments after holding
one-on-one and dele-
gation talks with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

nessed the signing cere-
mony of 24 agreements
and a Memorandum of

The leaders also wit-

Understanding between
the two sides.

Following this, they
read statements to the

media, expressing re-
solve to strengthen
their bilateral ties, dur-
ing which Erdogan also
talked about the Kash-
mir issue.

“The Kashmir issue
should be addressed ac-
cording to the UN reso-
lution through dialogue
and keeping in mind the
aspirations of the people
of Kashmir,” Erdogan
said.

“Our state and our
nation, as in the past,
stands in solidarity with
our Kashmiri brothers

today,” he added.

India has repeatedly
emphasised that the Un-
ion Territories of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and
Ladakh were, are, and
“shall forever” remain
an integral part of the
country.

The ties between the
two countries nosedived
after India abrogated
Article 370 of the Con-
stitution, revoking the
special status of Jammu
and Kashmir and bifur-
cating the State into two
Union Territories on Au-

gust 5, 2019.

In his statement,
President Erdogan also
showed keen interest in
promoting ties with Pa-
kistan. “In the seventh
session of our council,
which we just conclud-
ed, we have agreed to
further strengthen our
relationship,” he said.

“Within the frame-
work of this visit, we
have signed a total of 24
agreements and MoUs
in the fields of trade,
water resources, agri-
culture, energy, culture,

family, and social ser-
vices, along with science,
banking, education,
defence, and health.”
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shehbaz said that
Pakistan was the second
home of the Turkish
leader and added that it
was wonderful to have
him back after five years.
“The people of Pa-
kistan are extremely
happy today to see you,
along with your del-
egation, visiting your
brotherly country,” he
said.

Adani Withdraws From USD 1
Billion Sri Lanka Power Project

New Delhi:

Adani Green Energy, the
renewable arm of bil-
lionaire Gautam Adani's
conglomerate, has with-
drawn from two proposed
wind power projects in
Sri Lanka, following the
Island nation's new gov-
ernment deciding to re-
negotiate tariffs.

"Adani Green Energy
has conveyed its Board's
decision to respectfully
withdraw from  further
engagement in the re-
newable energy (RE)
wind energy project and

continues to be invest-
ed in a USD 700 million
terminal project at Sri
Lanka's largest port in
Colombo.

AEGL was originally
supposed to develop two
wind farms with a total
capacity of 484 meg-
awatts in Sri Lanka's
Mannar and Pooneryn
regions, with an invest-
ment of USD 740 mil-
lion.

The project, slated
for completion by mid-
2026, had a rough start
with opposition from en-

ion projects
in Sri Lanka," the firm
said in a statement.

The company was to
invest a total of USD
1 billion in generating
electricity from wind at
two projects and laying
transmitting lines to take
it to users. The plan came
under the scrutiny of the
newly elected adminis-
tration under President
Anura Kumara Dissan-
ayake who wanted to re-
duce electricity costs.

"However, we remain
committed to Sri Lanka
and are open to future
collaboration if the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka
so desires” AGEL said.
Adani group, however,

al groups and
legal challenges in Sri
Lanka's Supreme Court
over ecological concerns.

In May last year, Sri
Lanka's previous gov-
ernment agreed to pur-
chase power from the
proposed Adani wind
plant at USD 0.0826 per
kilowatt-hour. The new
government began in-
vestigating the contract
following an indictment
against the Adani group
founder chairman Gau-
tam Adani and his key
associates in a US Court
for allegedly paying
bribes to Indian officials
to secure contracts to
supply renewable energy
in the country.

VI Faces Rs 6,091 Cr Bank
Guarantee Demand from DoT

New Delhi:

The Department of
Telecom (DoT) has
asked debt-ridden
telecom operator Voda-
fone Idea to either de-
posit a bank guarantee
of Rs 6,090.7 crore or
Rs 5,493.2 crore in cash
for shortfall of aggregate
payment made for spec-
trum the company ac-
quired in 2015, the com-
pany said.

The company, howev-
er, is in discussion with
the DoT to pay the dues

through equity.
"The aggregate pay-
ment made by the

company for each of
spectrum auctions are
greater than the pro-rat-
ed use of spectrum other
than for the 2015 auc-
tion, where there is one-
time partial shortfall
and DoT has requested
either to provide bank
guarantee of Rs 60,907
million (Rs 6,090.7
crore) for one year or
make a cash payment
of Rs 54,932 million (Rs
5,493.2 crore) by March

10, 2025," Vodafone
Idea Non-Executive Di-
rector ITimanshu Kapa-
nia said in a note,

As on December 2024,
the outstanding debt
from banks (including
interest accrued but not
due) of the group is Rs
2,345.1 crore and de-
ferred payment obliga-
tion towards spectrum
payable over the years
till FY 2044 and AGR

(including interest ac-
crued but not due) pay-
able over the years till
FY 2031 of the group ag-
gregates to over Rs 2.27
lakh crore.

"The company con-
tinues to be in discus-
sions with DoT and has
requested to arrive at a
solution for this require-
ment as envisaged in the
telecom reforms pack-
age 2021," Kapania said.

Vodafone Idea (VIL)
has obligations to clear
Rs 1,200 crore loan from
banks and Rs 2,188.6
crore towards spectrum
dues by December 31,
2025.

The installments re-
lated to spectrum and
adjusted gross revenue
(AGR) instalment fall-
ing due during FY26 and
shortfall related to the
2015 spectrum auction

aggregate to Rs 32,723.5
crore.

Kapania said in case
there is any shortfall in
payment to the govern-
ment then the company
expects it to be convert-
ed into equity.

The government is the
largest single sharehold-
er in Vodafone Idea with
23.15 per cent stake as of
December 31, 2024.

VIL Promoters --
Aditya Birla Group and
Vodafone Group --
hold 14.76 per cent and
22.56 per cent stake in
the company, respec-
tively.

Vodafone Idea on
Tuesday reported nar-
rowing of losses to Rs
6,609.3 crore during
the December quarter,
as the debt-laden telco
clinched a sequential
rise in ARPU.

The revenue from
operations stood at Rs
11,117.3 crore during
the quarter, over 4 per
cent higher than the
corresponding  period
last year.

The WazirX Hack: A costly lesson in Crypto Security that India can’t ignore

New Delhi:

For thousands of Indi-

ans, WazirX wasn't just a
crypto exchange—it was
a trusted bridge to the
future of digital finance.
But that trust crum-
bled overnight. On July
18, 2024, a cyberattack
rocked the platform, with
hackers making off with
INR 2000 crores worth of
digital assets. The breach
exposed alarming gaps in
security, sending a chill
through India’s crypto
community and raising
urgent questions: How
safe are our digital invest-
ments? And what's stop-
ping this from happening
again?

Picture this: You check
your crypto wallet, ex-
pecting to see your hard-
earned investments. In-
stead, there’s nothing.
That was the grim reality
thousands of WazirX us-
ers woke up to. Hackers
manipulated the plat-
form’s  multisignature
wallets and smart con-

wazirx

tracts—critical  security
features that should have
protected funds but, in
this case, became the very
loophole that the attack-
ers exploited.

Authorities suspect
North Korea’s infamous
Lazarus Group, a state-
backed hacking network
notorious for draining

crypto exchanges world-
wide. In 2024 alone,
they've stolen over $659
million in digital assets,
with WazirX contribut-
ing a painful $235 mil-
lion to that staggering
total. These hackers use
sophisticated  launder-
ing methods like cross-
chain bridges and crypto
mixers, making stolen
funds nearly impossible
to track. If one of India’s

ticipants are bound by
strict  security frame-
works enforced by the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and the Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI), the cryp-
to industry operates in
a grey zone. Banks must
conduct regular cyberse-
curity audits, maintain
real-time threat monitor-
ing, and follow rigorous
risk management proto-
)]

biggest can
be breached, it raises a
sobering truth—no plat-
form is truly safe without
airtight security meas-
ures.

While Indian banks
and Capital Market par-

col that have
effectively minimized
large-scale fraud in tradi-
tional finance. ITowever,
there is no such require-
ment mandated for Cryp-
to Exchanges, leaving it to
their own wisdom.

ri

Japan and Singay
have adopted regulato-
ry approaches 'fm' crypto

: 5 ty
standard. Many small-
er exchanges don’t even

GAIL To Exit
US Shale
Venture

New Delhi:

State-owned gas utility

GAIL (India) Ltd plans to
exit its shale gas venture
in the US, following in the
footsteps of Reliance In-
dustries Ltd and Oil India
Ltd.

India's largest gas
transportation and mar-
keting company has float-
ed a tender to sell its 20
per cent interest in Eagle
Ford Shale Assets in Texas
US, according to the tender
document. Bids have been
invited by February 14 for
the sale of GAIL's entire
holding in the Eagle Ford.

The transaction will be
effective January 1, 2025,
the document showed.
"We are not making much
money there because of
the low gas prices (in the
US)," a company source
said on the sidelines of
India Energy Week. "The
venture is housed in a
private company (which
is a subsidiary of GAIL).
If it is not making profits
the owners will ask ques-
tions."

GAIL had in Septem-
ber 2011 acquired its first
shale gas asset in the US
when it took a 20 per cent
interest in Nasdag-listed
Carrizo Oil & Gas Inc's Ea-
gle Ford Shale acreage for
USD 95 million. The Ea-
gle Ford asset was spread
aver 20,200 acres, out of
which GAIL Global (USA)
Inlc -Jthe wholly owned

have the for

y of the state-

mandatory audits and
strict security policies to
curb fraud. The results
speak for themselves: sig-
nificantly fewer breaches
in those regions. If India,
home to one of the largest
crypto user bases in the
world, doesn't act now,
it risks becoming an easy
hunting ground for cyber-
criminals.

For too long, rapid ex-
pansion has taken prec-
edence over security in
the crypto space. While
some platforms boast ISO
certifications, there’s no

thorough security audits,
leaving gaping holes for
cybercriminals to exploit.

The WazirX breach
isn’t just a wake-up call—
it’s a blaring siren. This
is a pivotal moment for
India’s erypto ecosystem.
Without strong regula-
tions and proactive secu-
rity investments, the risk
of another devastating
attack looms large. The
government must take
decisive action, while the
exchanges must step up
and prioritize user pro-
tection.

owned firm that was for
theacquisition - got 4,040
net acres spread over four
counties in Texas.

At that time, the part-
ners had agreed to spend
around USD 300 million
over a period of the next
five years to develop the
asset. This was besides
the acquisition cost of
GAIL, which consisted of
an upfront cash payment
of USD 63.7 million and a
carry amount of USD 31.3
million linked to Carrizo's
future drilling and devel-
opment costs.
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Look its tough and there is
“ always going to be hype

when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
is in rare company at his
age,~—— Simon Katich

RCB captain Rajat Patidar reflects
on his "quiet, calm' captaincy style

Bengaluru
oyal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) batter and newly-ap-
pointed skipper Rajat Patidar
n Thursday talked about his
style of captaincy and his self-belief af-
ter being chosen as Faf Du Plessis' sue-
cessor ahead of the 2025 Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) season.

‘Thursday marked thestart of a new
era for RCB as the 31-vear-old Patidar,
who has played a crucial role in his
franchise’s and state Madhya Pradesh's
suceess over the years, was chosen as
the new skipper of the Red and Gold
franchise ahead of the 2025 season.

Speaking in a video posted by RCB
on their Instagram, Patidar expressed
his happiness at being chosen as the
captain and elaborated on his cap-
taincy style, which relies on calmness,
game awareness and being rock solid
under pressure.

"My way of captaincy is slightly dif-
ferent. Iam more quiet, calm and at the
same time, I am aware of the situations,
what is needed and what is not need-
ed. Idonot express much and I do not
really panic in pressure situations and
1 think this is my strength. There area
lot of experienced leaders in the group
of Indians and overseas as well. So 1
think their input will definitely help me
in my leadership role,” he said.

Reflecting on his journey with RCB,
which saw him get released by the team
after playing four games in 2021 and
being welcomed back as a replace-
ment player following an injury in the
camp during 2022 for Rs 20 lakhs, Pati-
dar expressed happiness on his ongo-

"India was nothing
we had not seen...":
Former Pakistan
captain Sarfaraz
Islamabad

ing stint with RCB and support from its
loyal fanbase over the years.

"I started playing in 2021 for RCB
when I got a chance. Idid not get picked
in the mega auction and I was a bit
emotional that T would not get a second
chance. All these things were going on
inmy mind and RCB picked me as are-
placement. I had a belief that if this
happens, something good will hap-
pen," recalled Patidar,

"I am very thankful that they have
given me a second chance. 1 was very
confident that if T can come this far, 1
can go further. It was a belief that
brought me here and the whole sce-
nario changed.” he added.

Tt was Patidar’s century against Luc-
know Super Giants (LSG) during the
2022 [PLeliminator, the first by an un-
capped player in an 1PL playoff that
shot the right-hander into stardom.
However, injuries kept him away from
the 2023 season. While he spent time

~
away from the sidelines, fans kept
supporting him.

"Igot injured in 2023 and I was away
from the game for a year. I had ups and
downs in my IPL journey. The way the
fans supported me during that time
(during injury) was a good moment for
me. I felt that T'have RCB fans with me
who are supporting me. When I came
back in 2024, everyone knew that it is
tough to come back after an injury," re-
called Patidar.

However, there is one thing that
kept Patidar going despite all hurdles,
his belief in himself.

"Wherever [ go, that word (belief) is
always with me. That belief is my
strength. I carry that belief with me
wherever 1 go. The way we took the
team to the next level and qualified
from the bottom (in the 2024 season),
that was a happy moment for me," he
added.

Patidar said that getting appointed

Pacer Spencer Johnson
reflects on replacing Starc in
Australia squad for CT 2025

Melbourne

Former Pakistan captain Sarfaraz
Ahmed, who secured the ICC Cham-
pions Trophy for his country in the
2017 edition, recalled how the Men
in Green regrouped with the help of
seniors after a shock start to their
campaign eight years back and the
message that was communicated to
the group ahead of the high-profile fi-
nal against arch-ivals India.

Pakistan delivered India one of
its biggest cricketing jolts when they
defeated the Men in Blue in the title
clash at The Oval in 2017 by a thump-
ing margin of 180 runs while de-
fending 339 runs. This was Pak-
istan's third major title in white-
ball cricket, after the 50-over World
Cup triumph in 1992 and the T20
World Cup win in 2009,

Unlike in the ICC Men's Cricket
‘World Cup or the Men's T2o World
Cup, where India has a significant ad-
vantage over Pakistan, the Men in
Green have a 3-2 advantage against
the latter in the Champions Trophy.

However, their 2017 campaign got
off to a shocking start when they lost
to astrong India side by 124 runs. Ro-
hit Sharma (91), Shikhar Dhawan
(68), and Virat Kohli (81) starred
with the willow before the bowling at-
tack finished the job.

Sarfaraz recalled how the side re-
grouped under the guidance of sen-
ior players like Shoaib Malik and Mo-
hammad Hafeez, something he feels
that the present Pakistan side will
need too.

"Afterwards (following defeat to In-
dia in the group stage), we had a great
team meeting, and some of our sen-
ior guys - Shoaib Malik, Mohammad
Hafeez - all said their piece. You
need those types of characters around
you. We changed our mindset from
that day. The acrimony was very
good for us, we made a couple of
changes to the team and it helped our
confidence,” said the former cap-
tain as quoted by ICC.

Pakistan turned it around after
the loss to India, beating South
Africa, Sri Lanka, and England on the
way to the Finals.

‘While the addition of Fakhar Za-
man, who debuted in the group stage
game against South Africa, added so-
lidity and firepower to the top, the
likes of Junaid Khan and Rumman
Raees gave Pakistan control and
wickets with the new ball as they
showed in the semi-final against
England, which Pakistan won by
eight wickets,

Australia pacer Spencer Johnson
opened up on replacing Mitchell Stare
in the Aussie squad for the upcoming
Champions Trophy 2025 and said
that he will try to play a similar role to
what the 35-year-old has done for
Aussies in the past.

Mitchell Stare had been withdrawn
from the upcoming 1ICC Champions
Trophy, citing personal reasons, as
Australia reshuffled their 15-player
squad under the leadership of Steve
Smith.

Australia was already dealing with
significant setbacks following the in-
juries to Pat Cummins, Josh Hazle-
wood, and Mitchell Marsh. Starc's
withdrawal further depletes their
frontline pace attack for the tourna-
ment, which beginson February 19 in
Pakistan and the UAE.

The left-arm pacer, who has re-
quested privacy regarding his deci-
sion, showed signs of discomfort dur-
ing the latter stages of the second Test
against Sri Lanka in Galle.

Johnson accepted that he has big
shoes to fill in the upcoming Cham-
pions Trophy 2025.

"It's obviously T've pic-
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Mitchell Starc had been
withdrawn from the up-
coming ICC Champions
Trophy, citing personal
reasons, as Australia
reshuffled their 15-
player squad under the
leadership of Steve
Smith.
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/

tured in my mind, to come in and play
asimilar role to him. There were a few
nerves there and obviously big shoes
to fill. T think Tam better for the run,
it's only my third ODL hopefully a few
more and T'll be able to replicate
some of the stuff he's done," Johnson
was quoted by ESPNericinfo as saying.

He added that the pitches in Pak-
istan will be a bit flatter in the forth-
coming ICC tournament.

"Guys like Trent Boult and Starcy,
left-armers who are aggressive, hope-
fully it's what I can bring to Pakistan.
1 think this wicket is not what we're

going to get over in Pakistan. It was
nice to bowl on early with the new
ball, and there was a bit of nip and
carty. But [Pakistan] will be different
to what we got here, potentially a bit
flatter," he added.

Australia Champions Trophy
squad: Steve Smith (C), Sean Abbott,
Alex Carey, Ben Dwarshuis, Nathan
Ellis, Jake Fraser-McGurk, Aaron
Hardie, Travis Head, Josh Inglis,
Spencer Johnson, Marnus
Labuschagne, Glenn Maxwell, Tan-
veer Sangha, Matthew Short, Adam
Zampa,

as a captain has been the "best mo-
ment” of his IPL career.

"Iam very happy and ready for the
upcoming challenges,” he conclud-
ed.

Patidar has captaincy experience as
a part of the Madhya Pradesh team
across all formats. In last year's Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy, he led MP to the
finals and played a crucial role in
their campaign with 428 mns in 10
matches at an average of 6114, a
strike rate of over 186 and five fifties,
ending as the second-highest mun-
getter in the tournament.

Patidar's game against spin and
ability to tonk sixes against them has
been a standout feature of his game.

He has been one of RCB's standout
Indian talents sinee 2022, scoring
799 runs in 24 innings at an average
of 34.73 and a strike rate of 158.84,
with a century and seven fifties, His
century against LSG during the 2022
IPL eliminator is a standout knock,
making him the first uncapped play-
er with a century in the IPL playoffs.

Last season for RCB, he scored 305
runs in 13 matches at an average of
over 30 and strike rate above 177, with
five fifties. His fiery knocks were cru-
cialin RCB's late surge into playoffs af-
ter just one win in first eight games.

He has also playved an ODI and
three Tests for India, having made his
international debut against South
Africain2023-end, playing a fiery 22-
run knock.

In Tests, he struggled against Eng-
land at home last year, with just 63 runs
across six innings and best score of 32.

MI, RCB pick Parunika Sisodia,
Nuzhat Parween as injury
replacements ahead of WPL 2025

New Delhi
Mumbai Indians (MI) picked Paruni-
ka Sisodia as a replacement for Pooja
Vastrakar for the upcoming edition of
the Women's Premier League (WPL)
2025, as stated ina release from WPL.

Vastrakar was ruled out of the third
edition of the WPL due to an injury.

Parunika Sisodia who was picked by
the Gujarat Giants in the inaugural edi-
tion of the league, will now feature in
the Mumbai Indians squad for WPL
2025. The left-arm spinner pitched in
with crucial breakthronghs during the
recently concluded ICC Women's Uig
T20 World Cup and was adjudged the
Player of the Match in the semi-final
against England. She joined MI for Rs
10 lakh,

Meanwhile, Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru (RCB) picked Nuzhat Parween
as replacement for injured Asha Sob-
hana. Parween, the wicketk

to an end in the play-offs after con-
ceding a five-run defeat against RCB.

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
Squad: Smriti Mandhana (C), Sabbi-
neni Megh Richa Ghosh, Ellyse

Railways has represented India in 5
Tzols and will join RCB for her base
price of Rs. 30lakh.

The WPL 2025 is set to begin on Feb-
ruary 14 and will be played across
multiple venues, including Vadodara,
Bengaluru, Lucknow, and Mumbai.
Gujarat Giants will take on the de-
fending champions Royal Chal 9

Perry, Georgia Wareham, Shreyanka
Patil, Nuzhat Parween, Kim Garth,
Renuka Singh, Heather Graham, Ekta
Bisht, Kanika Ahuja, Danni Wyatt
(traded), Prema Rawat, Joshitha VJ,
Raghvi Bist, Jagravi Pawar, Niki Prasad,
Charlie Dean, Prema Rawat, Joshitha
VI, Raghvi Bist, Jagravi Pawar, Niki
Prasad.

i Trndians S

Bengaluruin the WPL 2025 on
February 14, 2025, at BCA Stadium in
Vadodara.

In the previous season of the WPL,
the Bengaluru-based franchise emerged
as the winner of the tournament after
beating Delhi Capitals by eight wickets.
On the other hand, Mumbai Indians,
secured the second spot in the WPL
2024 standings with 10 points. The

d: Aman-
jot Kaur, Amelia Kerr, Chloe Tryon,
Harmanpreet Kaur (C), Hayley
Matthews, Jintimani Kalita, Natalie
Sciver, Parunika Sisodia, Saika Ishaque,
Yastika Bhatia, Shabnim Ismail, Aman-
deep Kaur, S. Sajana, Keerthana, Na-
dine de Klerk, G. Kamalini, Sanskariti
Gupta, Akshita Maheshwari, Nadine de
Klerk, G. Kamalini, Sanskriti Gupta, Ak-
shita Mahesh i.

Mumbai-based T ag

"He is a different Babar to the one....":
Former skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed

Islamabad

Former Pakistan captain Sarfaraz
Ahmed, the winning captain of the
2017 ICC Champions Trophy, spoke
on how batting of openers Fakhar
Zaman and a more "mat Babar
Azam will help the hosts in their ti-
tle defence starting from February 19
onwards.

Pakistan will kickstart the Cham-
pions Trophy with the tournament
opener against New Zealand at
Karachi on February 19. This time
around, Pakistan is going with the
duo of Fakhar, the team’s centurion
in the 2017 final against arch-rivals
India, and Babar as openers.

Speaking on the team composi-
tion, Sarfaraz, who last played an
ODI for Pakistan back in 2021 and
an international match in 2023,
said as quoted by ICC, "Pakistan has
a really good chance of defending
that title and I think they have a
strong team. Some of the boys from
2017 are still there and we are talk-
ing about some of the best - espe-
cially Babar Azam."

"He is a different Babar to the one
that played in 2017, a more mature
player and a dominant player in the
game. His batting will be so impor-
tant for Pakistan and so will Fakhar
Zaman's.”

However, Babar is under scrutiny
for his form, having last hit an ODI
century against Nepal during the
Asia Cup in August 2023. It was also
his last international century and has
been struggling with his conversion
rate across all formats. Across the
last eight ODIs since 2024, Babar
‘has made 261 runs in eight innings
atan average of 43.50, with two half-
centuries and best score of 73.

Fakhar, on the other hand, has
been in red-hot form since 2023.
Since then, he has played 22 ODIs,

scoring 989 runs at an average of
52.05 and a strike rate of around g6,
with four centuries and three fifties.

If Babar is known for

an eight-year hiatus and is set to take
place in Pakistan, starting February
19th. As the host nation and de-

risks, it is Fakhar who takes the
game on since ball one.

He also said that pacers Shaheen
Shah Afridi and Haris Rauf are also
performing well.

"The captain, Mohammad Rizwan,
is also a wicketkeeper-batter, which
worked pretty well for me back in
2017," he added.

Ahead of the intense, blockbuster
clash against arch-rivals India at
Dubai on February 23, Sarfaraz
wants Men in Green to play intense
but smart cricket against arch-rivals
India on February 23, when the two
sides face off in Dubai.

"Whenever we meet, it is a special
accasion and there is so much hype
and pressure around it. But as play-
ers, you need to stay calm, try and
block that noise out, and just play
with the same intensity as you would
play Australia or any other team,"
said the former batter.

The ICC Champions Trophy 2025
marks the tournament’s return after

Gujarat Giants ready to bring "aggressive approach" as they begin WPL 2025

Vadodara
The third season of the Women's
Premier League (WPL) is upon us,
and Gujarat Giants are all set for
their home debut as they take on de-
fending champions Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in Vadodara.

Speaking ahead of the match, both
Head Coach Michael Klinger and
Captain Ashleigh Gardner shared
their thoughts on the team's readiness
for the season and their excitement
about playing at home for the first
time.

"Our first three games are in front
of a Gujarat crowd. Hopefully, not just
from Baroda, but fans from across the

region will come in, wear orange,
and support us. Last year, we had to

play against RCB in Bangalore and
Delhi Capitals in Delhi, and they had
some big crowds there. It would be
great if we can create the same at-
mosphere here," Klinger was quoted
in a release from Gujarat Giants as
saying,

Gardner, who will lead the side for
the first time, added, "We get to play
in front of ourhome fans for the first
time, which is exciting. 1 feel like
we've built a really strong base with
our fans, and hopefully, we can start
the season the way we really want to-
-especially here at home, playing in
front of our fans."

In their home leg, Gujarat Giants

will also face UP Warriorz on Febru-
ary 16, followed by Mumbai Indians
on February 18. Speaking about the
conditions at BCA Stadium, Klinger
said, "The stadium looks fantastic, and
from all reports, the wicket is really
good--a proper batting wicket that will
hopefully produce alot of runs, main-
ly for our team, but either way, it'll
make for exciting cricket for the
crowd."

When asked about expectations for
the season, the 27-year-old Aussie all-
rounder sai ith the team we have
at the moment, I think we can play
some really competitive and exciting
cricket, which is really cool."

fending ch Pakistan will
compete against seven of the world's
best teams to retain their title.

The eight teams are divided into
two groups for the tournament's
opening stage. Each team will play
three group-stage matches, with the
top two from each group advancing
to the semi-finals.

Group A features Bangladesh, In-
dia, Pakistan, and New Zealand,
while Group B includes Afghanistan,
England, Australia, and South Africa.

Pakistan squad for Champions
Trophy: Mohammad Rizwan (c),
Babar Azam, Fakhar Zaman, Kam-
ran Ghulam, Saud Shakeel, Tayyah
Tahir, Faheem Ashraf, Khushdil
Shah, Salman Ali Agha, Usman
Khan, Abrar Ahmed, Haris Rauf,
Mohammad Hasnain, Naseem Shah,
Shaheen Shah Afridi.

Pakistan fixtures for Champions
Trophy: Against New Zealand (Feb-
ruary 19 at Karachi), India (Febru-
ary 23 at Dubai and Bangladesh
(February 27 at Rawalpindi).

campaign at home

Meanwhile, Klinger revealed that
the team will take an aggressive ap-
proach in the tournament.

“T think you can expect some at-
tacking cricket. 1 feel we have the
squad now, with the batting depth and
firepower, to play really aggressively.
We've set some targets that we're
looking to achieve, and we're cer-
tainly aiming to play entertaining
cricket," Klinger said.

"But more than anything, I hope
people see us as an enthusiastic group
with a lot of energy. That will be
most evident in our fielding because,
for us, that's a non-negotiable,” he
concluded.
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Rajya Sabha: A pillar of Parliamentary
Democracy amidst political hostilities

he Rajya Sabha, the
upper house of In-
dia’s Parliament,

has long been a crucial in-
stitution in the country’s
legislative framework.
Designed to be a house
of elders, it serves as a
forum for comprehensive
debates, policy scrutiny,
and legislative refine-
ment. In the current par-
liamentary session, the
Rajya Sabha assumes
even greater significance
as it navigates an increas-
ingly contentious political
landscape.

Under the leadership
of Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar, a seasoned
lawyer and a constitu-
tional expert, the Rajya
Sabha has maintained
its decorum despite an
increasingly _confronta-
tional opposition. His le-
gal acumen and nuanced
understanding  of the
Constitution have ena-
bled him to conduct pro-
ceedings with firmness
and fairness. However,
the ongoing hostilities
between the government
and the opposition have
raised questions about
the role and relevance of
the Rajya Sabha in India’s
democratic framework. Is
it merely a forum for po-
litical theatrics, or does it
continue to serve its in-
tended purpose of provid-
ing constructive delibera-
tion and a check on hasty
legislative decisions? The
Constitutional Mandate
of Rajya Sabha:

The Rajya Sabha, as
outlined in the Indi-
an Constitution, is not
merely a replica of the
Lok Sabha. Unlike the
lower house, which is di-
rectly elected and reflects
the immediate political
will of the people, the
Rajya Sabha represents
the states and provides
a more stable and long-
term perspective on na-
tional governance.

Key constitutional
functions of the Rajya
Sabha include:

Legislative Oversight,It
reviews and suggests
modifications to  bil

passed by the Lok Sabha,
ensuring a thorough ex-
amination of laws.

Federal Representa-
tion: It allows states to
have a voice in national
policymaking,  reinfore-
ing the federal structure
of governance .Checks
and Balances: It acts as a
buffer against majoritar-
ian tendencies by giving
space to diverse political
opinions.Continuity in
Governance: Since the
Rajya Sabha is a perma-
nent body, with one-third
of its members retiring
every two years, it en-
sures legislative continu-
ity even when Lok Sabha
is dissolved.

Given these functions,
the Rajya Sabha re-
mains indispensable in
maintaining a balanced,
well-deliberated  legisla-
tive process.

Jagdeep  Dhankhar’s
Chairmanship,Legal Ex-
pertise Amidst Political
Challenges:

Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar brings to the
Rajya Sabha an author-
itative command over
constitutional principles,
owing to his extensive
legal background. As a
former lawyer and gover-
nor, he understands the
intricacies of governance
and parliamentary norms.
His approach to conduct-
ing debates and main-
taining decorum has been
characterized by strict
adherence to parliamen-
tary rules while allowing
robust discussions.

In the current session,

opposition parties have
frequently challenged the
government’s legislative
agenda, often targeting
the Chairman himself.
Allegations of bias and
procedural deviations
have been raised, but
Dhankhar’s responses
have remained rooted in
constitutional principles.
His emphasis on disci-
pline, decorum, and ad-
herence to parliamentary
procedures has ensured
that despite disruptions,
the Rajya Sabha func-
tions effectively.

Challenges in the
Current Session:

Intense Political Polar-
ization: With opposition
parties aggressively ques-
tioning government pol-
icies, debates often turn
into heated exchanges.
Dhankhar’s role in man-
aging these tensions is
crucial.Disruptions and
Walkouts: The opposi-
tion frequently resorts
to walkouts and protests,
making it difficult for the
Rajya Sabha to function
smoothly. The Chairman
has been firm in discour-
aging disruptions while
allowing healthy debates.
Al]egauons of Bias: Some
opposition leaders have
accused the Chairman of
favoring the ruling party.
However, his legal back-
ground ensures that he
operates within the con-
stitutional framework,
emphasizing rule-based
governance.

Relevance of Rajya

Sabha in Today’s Po-
litical Landscape:

Despite ecriticism and
confrontations, the Rajya
Sabha remains a crucial
institution for Indian de-
mocracy. Its relevance is
underscored by several
factors,A Platform for Se-
rious Debate: Unlike the
Lok Sabha, where polit-
ical rhetoric often dom-
inates, the Rajya Sabha
pmwdesz\ space for more
nuanced discussions. Ex-
perts, former bureaucrats,
and intellectuals contrib-
ute to policy-making.Pre-
venting Hasty Legislation:
In a highly charged polit-
ical atmosphere, where
governments may push
laws quickly through the
Lok Sabha, the Rajya
Sabha acts as a reviewing
chamber, ensuring due
diligence before a bill be-
comes law.Ensuring Fed-
eral Balance: With mem-
bers representing states,
it maintains India’s fed-
eral structure, ensuring
that regional voices are
heard in mational deci-
sion-making.Safeguard-
ing Constitutional Values:
The upper house serves
as a guardian of the Con-
stitution by questioning
government actions that
may threaten democratic
principles.

A Forward-Looking
Approach,Strength-
ening the Rajya Sab-
ha:

To enhance the ef-
fectiveness of the Rajya
Sabha, certain reforms
and improvements can
be considered,Ensuring
Constructive Debate:
Political parties must
prioritize policy discus-
sions over disruptions.
The Chairman’s role in
enforcing parliamentary
discipline is erucial in this
regard.Enhancing Trans-
parency: Broadcasting
Rajya Sabha proceedings
widely and making dis-
cussions more accessible
to the public can increase
accountability.Strength-
ening Opposition’s Role:
While the government
leads the legislative agen-

da, a strong and responsi-
ble opposition is essential
for democracy. Instead
of boycotts and walkouts,
the opposition should
engage in meaningful
discussions.Technolog-
ical Integration: Adopt-
ing digital platforms for
policy “deliberations and
engaging with experts
outside the Parliament
can make Rajya Sab-
ha proceedings more
informed and effective.
Balancing Chairman’s
Authority with Debate
Freedom: While main-
taining decorum is essen-
tial, the Chairman must
also allow enough space
for opposition voices to
be heard. A well-balanced
approach is key to Rajya
Sabha’s credibility.

The Way Ahead

The Rajya Sabha con-
tinues to be a vital insti-
tution in India’s democ-
racy, serving as a house of
reasoned debate, legisla-
tive scrutiny, and federal
representation. Despite
the hostile political cli-
mate, Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar has effective-
ly upheld constitutional
values while

Breaking Time

Sudoku

‘What to do
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzle has only

correct solution.

8

8 3

5|9

2
916 8
a4

W

—

slo|an|+|olw|o|N
NN INEN e
a|N|o|alw|o]e v s
o|o|n|o/N|a]s o

o|w|al=|ov|a|N|o

O = N[W A DO DN

\lwcooomb-smlco
o|a|=]opw|N|a|o

challenges from both the
government and the op-
position.

Moving forward, the
Rajya Sabha must evolve
to meet the demands of
modern governance. By
fostering a culture of in-

formed debate, ensur-
ing transparency, and
strengthening institu-

tional credibility, the up-
per house can continue to
be a pillar of democratic
resilience.

As India navigates com-
plex domestic and global
challenges, the Rajya
Sabha'’s role as a stabiliz-
ing force in democracy re-
mains more relevant than
ever. It is not just a cham-
ber of Parliament—it is a
guardian of the nation’s
constitutional spirit.

(The writer is an Ed-
itor, STAR Views, New
Delhi)

éy Dr Satyavan Saura;h

In India, there has re-
cently been a surge in
fraudulent travel agen-
cies that promise to send
unqualified individuals
abroad. Even though a
large number of peo-
ple have been arrested,
there are undoubtedly
still a large number of
people operating fraud-
ulently. Using illegal
holiday packages, regis-
tration fraud, and psy-
chological mind games,
these unscrupulous trav-
el agents run their busi-
ness.

Fake travel agents, agencies,
and websites only rob

llegal immigration

occurs when a per-

son leaves his or her
country of origin and
goes to live in anoth-
er country in violation
of immigration laws.
It is an important and
delicate matter. Often,
young people without
jobs who are innocent
get caught in the trap
of illegal immigration
while trying to find em-
ployment abroad. In-
stead of sending a per-
son wishing to travel
abroad to the country
of his or her choice, un-
authorized agents and
agencies send him or
her to another country.
The government has
warned people, espe-
cially the youth, to be
wary of unscrupulous
unauthorized travel
agencies and agents
who deceive them into
sending them abroad
for work, education, or
other reasons. In many
of these situations, the
life of the person trav-

eling abroad is also
at risk. Before mak-
ing payments, people

should contact the trav-
el agencies and comp;
nies that have been giv-
en permission by the
government to travel
abroad and ask them all
their questions.

People are constantly
reminded by the state
government to travel
abroad only through

authorized travel agen-
cies and agents. Many
agents who dupe people

by pretending to send
money abroad are often
found to be unregis-

tered. These fraudulent
or unapproved agents
post and broadcast
their advertisements in
various media, there-
by deceiving the public
and causing them to
lose their hard-earned
money, property, jewel-
ry, and other assets. The
number of such cases
is comparatively higher
in Punjab and Harya-
na. It is worrying that in
the last six years, Har-
yana has witnessed an
annual increase in the
number of illegal im-
migration cases. These
cases involve compar-
atively many rural res-
idents. Travel agencies
make promises of em-
ployment to lure unem-
ployed people to travel
abroad on work and
education visas. After
making the payment
and applying for a visa,
the person often finds
out that his application
has been rejected.

Next, the travel agent
recommends the “don-
key route.”. Most peo-
ple involved in this
process are stopped at
the border, detained,
and sent back to India.
There are instances
where victims are ille-
gally detained by their

relatives and forced
to pay more than they
are owed. Additionally,
fake tickets and visas

may be provided by the
travel agent, which may
result in the person be-
ing denied air travel.
People are sometimes
duped by fake job of-
fers and official-look-
ing documents sent
through emails, etc.
Also, agents may send
people to countries like
Russia and Ukraine
on the false pretext of
getting a visa for an-
other country. Anyone
can create a website
with attractive images
of popular tourist
tinations and claim to
provide tour packag-
es. They can connect
with more and more
people thanks to social
media platforms. In
fact, when T looked at
the websites of various
travel agencies, it be-
came clear to me that
most of those websites
were fraudulent.

For example, accord-
ing to one of them, it
was founded in 2020
and was the “largest
and most experienced
travel comgany in the
world.” id a lot of
research but could not

the names of the
company’s owners or
partners. Itdid not even
have a landline num-
ber. Since such frauds
are becoming more

common these days,
these are_some of the
warning signs one must
consider while choos-
ing an agency. This is
why the Travel Trade
Division of the Union
Ministry of Tourism
approves travel agen-
cles in the country.
my opinion, CllStOmel’S
shou d apploach agen-
cies approved by the
ministry. Although the
accxedllallon program
is optional and only a
few businesses have
opted to participate,
customer choice may
push more business-
es to do so. The public
should be wary of these
unscrupulous travel
agents and should not
trust any travel agency
without doing proper
due diligence.

Every state has post-
ed the list of author-
ized and unauthorized
travel agents on their
police website for the
convenience of the
general public. Also,
anyone who still falls
prey to such fraud
should immediately
inform the local po-
lice station or helpline.
Not onlﬁ can a person
lose all his savings, but
even a small act of neg-
ligence can endanger
the lives of his fami-
ly. As a result, people
should take proper
safety measures. Citi-
zens should be aware of

such fraudulent immi-
ration activities, not
all prey to false prom-

ises of travel agencies

offering lucrative job
opportunities abroad,
especially in Southeast’

Aslan countries, thor-

oughly check the back-

ground of the potential
employer, especially
when jobs are offered
under false pretenses

THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

CHANGE

The biggest reason
why you should never
belong to anything be-
cause nothing belongs
to you. changing with
the change brings a lot
of happiness and try-
ing to remain constant
l)nn s a lot of pain. if
attachment is natu-
ral so is the change, if
happiness is natural
so is the pain. One of
the happiest ways to
live the life is, to live
for nothing and die for
nothing. knowing the
change is beginning of
happiness, practicing
the change 1s finding
the happiness and ac-
cepting the change is
living ~ in ness.
nolhlng ever wﬁlpmake
you anything because
everything changes
from something to
nothing. it is not a
spiritual or phil-
osophical  talk,
it is_simply a
sensible talk.
the kingdom
of change
is from
slums  to
alace,
om ocean
to cosmos, from life to
death, from pure mode

N,

THE WISDOM TREE - BY SUVEEN KUMAR

of goodness to worst
mode of badness. a
friendship with change
will make you Kkin,
and enmity with it wil
make you beggar.

it is sad to see good
time changing, it’s
sad to see good peo-
ple changing, it’s sad
to see your loved ones
lovmg someone else,
it’'s sad to see your
friend becoming oth-|
ers friend, it’s sad to
see that nothing seems
, it’s sad to see that
nothing remains the
same. change teaches
you not to be depend-|
ent, change makes you
versatile, change keeps
you from being hostile,
change brings in you
some style.

Moral : change is

a boat that can

take you an-

7% Ywhere you
wish

are in, you
are dead.

avoid getting involved
in any illegal cyber ac-
tivity, and contact the
Indian Embassy.

The Overseas Work-
ers Resource Centre, a
one-stop facilitation
center set up by the
Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of
India, provides essen-
tial support services to
individuals wishing to
travel abroad for work.
In its recognition and
revocation scheme,
the ministry should
pnonhze consumer
complaints of unfair
trade practices and
substandard and neg-
ligent services against
approved service pro-
viders. On its portal, it
should also include a
section for customer
complaints.

(Dr. Satyawan Sau-
rabh, Poet, freelance
Jjournalist and column-
ist, radio and TV pan-
elist)
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We struggled to
impose our
game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
Jos Buttler

MoS Youth Affairs and Sports Khadse

releases "Beyond the Field: Report
Deloitte.

New Delhi

he Minister of State for Youth

Affairs and Sports, Raksha

Khadse, on Thursday released

the insightful report titled
"Beyond the Field: India's Sportstech
Evolution," a collaborative effort be-
tween the Federation of Indian Fan-
tasy Sports (FIFS) and Deloitte.

The launch event, was attended by
some of the prominent dignitaries, in-
dustry leaders, and sports profes-
sionals like Secretary (Sports) Smt. Su-
jata Chaturvedi, FIFS Director General
Joy Bhattacharya, Deloitte Partner
Prashant Rao and FIFS CEO Neil
Castelino, marking a significant mile-
stone in understanding the evolving
role of technology in shaping India's
sports landscape. as per a press release
from FIFS and SAI Media.

Khadse, in her address, welcomed
all participants and acknowledged
the remarkable collaboration between
FIFS and Deloitte in producing this
comprehensive report on fan engage-
ment and sports technology. The MoS
highlighted India's rapidly evolving
sports ecosystem, fueled by various
government initiatives like Khelo In-
dia, SAI National Centres of Exeellence
(NCOEs), TOPS (Target Olympic Podi-
um Scheme), ASMITA, and KIRTI,
along with the nation's commitment
to promoting fitness through the Fit
India Movement.

-Role of Technology in Trans-
forming Sports

Khadse emphasized the pivotal role
of technology in advancing athlete
performance, fan engagement, and the
overall growth of the sports sector. She

Four Indians in
Saudi Ladies
International golf

Riyadh

Pranavi Urs and Aditi Ashok will
join Diksha Dagar and Tvesa Malik
at the 5 million USD sixth Saudi
Ladies International golf tourna-
ment. The quartet will be part of a
field of 112 players in an event that
has a combination of individual and
team events

Last season Pranavi Urs, was the
top Indian at 17th on the LET Mer-
it List, with Diksha 29th and Tvesa
6oth. Aditi played just four events on
LET season and focussed on LPGA,
where she retained her card.

After a successful pro start on
her home Tour, the Women's Pro
Tour, Pranavi came close to winning
twice, finishing third each time in
the Dormy Open and in the Open de
Espana.

Diksha was off to a roaring start to
2025 last week as she got intoa play-
off, but missed out on a third LET
win as she lost the play-off to Cara
Gainer at the season-opener 2025
Lalla Meryem Cup. Last season,
Dagar, who represented India at
the Olympics for a second time in
Paris had four Top-10s.

Also in 2024, Tvesa Malik re-
gained her LET card and also came
close to her first win before losing a
play-off to Alice Hewson at the VP
Swiss Bank Ladies Open.

This week, there is a huge prize
fund on offer. The Team competition
has a prize fund of 500,000 USD,
and the Individual competition has
a total prize pool of 4.5 million
USD.

‘There will be a 54-hole Individual
stroke play alongside a 36-hole
Team competition. The field is made
up of eight tournament invitations,
62 LET players and 42 players from
the top 300 in the Women's World
Golf Rankings.

noted that India's rise in sports con-
sumption, driven by digital platforms,
OTT streaming, fantasy sports, and so-
cial media, has provided new oppor-
tunities to increase fan engagement,
which is essential for making sports a
mass movement.

The report sheds light on how
emerging technologies such as wear-
ables, athlete management systems,
and sports science tools are revolu-
tionizing athlete training, injury pre-
vention, and performance analysis.
The Mo stressed that smart stadiums,
along with Augmented Reality (AR)
and Virtual Reality (VR) experiences,
are enhancing both in-stadium and
virtual fan engagement, making sports
more immersive and interactive.

-Private Sector and CSR Con-
tributions

Khadse also acknowledged the cru-

cial role of the private sector in the
growth of sports in India. Through
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
efforts and strategic collaborations,
leading corporations have signifi-
cantly contributed to the develop-
ment of various sports disciplines.
Notable partnerships include NTPC
for archery, REC for athletics, ONGC,
Reliance Foundation, and Glenmark,
among others, She also highlighted re-
cent initiatives like Odisha's Naval
Tata Academy, JSW Sports Centres,
and Olympic Gold Quest (0GQ),
which have furthered the cause of
sports in India, offering world-class
training and facilities for athletes.

-Public-Private Partnerships
and the Role of Startups

The Minister emphasised the need
for continued public-private partner-
ships (PPP) to drive further innovation

National Equestrian
Championship Showjumping
2025 kicks off at Meerut

New Delhi
The Punjab Warriors bounced back in
style, securing their second win of the
InBL Pro U25 season with a com-
manding 81-72 triumph over the Del-
hi Dribblers at the Thyagraj Indoor Sta-
dium on Thursday.

Uche Dibiamaka led the charge with
a game-high 20 points, while Boston
Mazelin was lights out, sinking all four
of hisattempts from beyond the arcto.
fuel the Warriors' return to winning
ways. The Dribblers struggled to keep
pace offensively after a strong first
quarter, further hampered by the ab-
senceof their playmaker, Alex Mudron-
ja, as stated in a release from InBL Pro
Uss.

The Warriors stormed into the first
quarter, relentlessly attacking the paint
through the powerhouse duo of Samuel
Taane and Stokley Chaffee.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Dribblers coun-
tered with amore aggressive defensis
stance, ready to strike from deep with
Sahil and Lachlan Barker firing from
beyond the are. Despite the contrasting
strategies, the scoreboard stayed tight,
with the Dribblers eking out a razor-thin
one-point lead as the buzzer sounded.

The intensity only skyrocketed in the
second quarter as both teams battled to
break the deadlock. It was a high-octane
back-and-forth until the Warriors
turned up the heat on defence, forcing

turnovers and capitalizing on fasl
breaks. Manoj and Uche Dibiamakalit
up the three-point line, sparking an
electrifying run that pushed the lead to
1.

Just when it looked like the Warriors
might run away with it, James Mont-
gomery kept the Dribblersin the fight,
trading buckets with Boston Magzelin,
who drained back-to-back clutch threes
tokeep the Warriors ahead by 11 points
at halftime.

The Dribblers faltered at the start of
thethird quarter, struggfing to find their
rhythm while the Warriors pounced on
the opportunity.

Lucas Barker and Uche Dibiamaka
wasted no time, draining deep threes to
stretch the lead even further, With re-
lentless hustle, the Warriors dominat-
ed the boards, crashing for rebounds
and capitalizing on second-chance op-
portunities to keep the pressure on.

and growth within the sports-tech
sector. She pointed out that govern-
ment initiatives such as Startup India
and Make in India are playing a crit-
ical role in fostering innovation and
encouraging Indian entrepreneurs to
create homegrown sports technolo-

gies.

‘The collaboration between industry
leaders, tech Lmnp‘mn and aca-
demic institutions is crucial to ensur-
ing that India remains a global hub for
sports excellence, the Minister added.
Regulatory clarity, she stated, will be
vital to ensuring a fair and thriving
sports-tech ecosystem.

-Future Outlook

Khadse concluded by calling on
stakeholders, investors, and entre-
preneurs to join hands in shaping
the future of sports in India. She
praised Deloitte and FIFS for their ef-
forts in producing this important re-
port and encouraged continued dis-
cussions and policy recommenda-
tions that will drive the next phase of
growth for Indian sports.

"The Indian government is com-
mitted to nurturing a vibrant sports
culture, one that reaches from the
grassroots to the national level,” she
said. "We are optimistic about In-
dia's future in sports, and with con-
tinued collaboration, we will achieve
excellence on the global stage,” she
added.

The report launched today is ex-
pected to serve as a eritical tool in un-
derstanding the intersection of tech-
nology and sports, offering valuable in-
sights into how technology can further
revolutionize sports in India.

Yuvraj Sandhu shoots a
steady 68, holds on to lead

Kolkata (West Bengal)
Yuvraj Sandhu of Chandigarh hung
on to a one-shot lead courtesy his
steady two-under 68 on day three of-
ten referred toas 'moving day’ in golf.

Yuvraj (63-61-68), a past winner at
Tollygunge Club, has a three-day to-
tal of 18-under 192 as he continued in
the lead for the third consecutive
day at the PGTI Players Champi-
onship 2025, the 2025 PGTI sea-
son-opener.

Bangladesh's Jamal Hossain (65-
62-66), fresh from a standout season
on the PGTI last year, narrowed
down the gap with theleader after he
returned a 66 in round three. Jamal's
total reads 17-under 193, as he is just
one shot behind the leader.

Rahil Gangjee (63-67-66) of Ben-
galuru, playing at a course where he
spent most of his childhood, strucka
66 in round three to be placed third
at a total of 14-under 196,

The legendary SSP Chawrasia (71)
was the highest-placed among the
Kolkata-based professionals as he
ended the day in tied 14th at nine-un-
der zo1.

Kolkata's Anshul Mishra, the only
amateurtomake the cut, carded a 69
to be tied 20th at seven-under 203.

Yurvaj Sandhu, the overnight
leader by three shots, endured a hor-
rid start on Thursday after he dropped
bogeys on the first two holes. Yuvraj,
who holds the record for the lowest
winning total at Tollygunge Club,
then got his round back on track
thanks to his consistent hitting and a
couple of good up and downs that
earned him four birdies.

The putts didn't roll in for the 27-
year-old Sandhu on Thursday as he

missed multiple birdie conversions
from within four to eight feet.

Yuvraj said, "It wasn't a nervous
start, I would say, but just a result of
some wrong club selections. 1 soon got
awake-up call when Jamal tied with
me for the lead. I did manage to get
my act together soon but it was one
of those days when the putts just did-
n't roll in for me. However, I'm glad
it happened on the third day and not
the last day.

"I'm quite pleased with my hitting
and looking at continuing the good
rhythm into the final day. I justhope
my putter treats me kindly come the
last round.”

Jamal Hossain, also a former win-
ner at Tollygunge, came up with five
birdies and a bogey on Thursday to
}.ecp himself on the leader’s tail and
in the hunt. Jamal missed a chip-in
for birdie on the last hole by a
whisker.

Last year's champion Manu Gandas
(65) closed the day in tied 20th at sev-
en-under 203.

Punjab Warriors roar back with 81-
72 victory over Delhi Dribblers

New Delhi
The Punjab Warriors bounced back in
style, securing their second win of the
InBL Pro U25 season with a com-
manding 81-72 triumph over the Del-
hi Dribblers at the Thyagraj Indoor Sta-
dium on Thursday.

Uche Dibiamakaled the charge with
a game-high 20 points, while Boston
Mazelin was lights out, sinking all four
of his attem pts from beyond the arcto
fuel the Warriors' return to winning
ways. The Dribblers struggled to keep
pace offensively after a strong first
quarter, further hampered by the ab-
sence of their playmaker, Alex Mudron-
Jja, asstated in arelease from InBL Pro
Uzs.

The Warriors stormed into the first
quarter, relentlessly attacking the paint
through the powerhouse duo of Samuel
Taane and Stokley Chaffee.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Dribblers coun-
tered with a more aggressive defensive
stance, ready to strike from deep with
Sahil and Lachlan Barker firing from be-

kalit up the three-point line, sparking
an electrifying run that pushed the
lead to 11,

dust when it looked like the Warriors
might run away with it, James Mont-
gomery kept thc Dribblers in the fight,
trading buckets with Boston Mazelin,

hod 1 back-to-back clutch threes

yond the are. Despite the
strategies, the scoreboard stayed tight,
with the Dribblers ekingouta mmr-mm
int lead as the buzzer !

The intensity only ﬂkvmv_LEtEd in
the second quarter as both teams bat-
tled to break the deadlock. It was a high-
octane back-and-forth until the War-
riors turned up the heat on defence,
forcing turnovers and capitalizing on
fast breaks. Manoj and Uche Dibiama-

Wildcards for Manas Dhamne, Aryan Shah, Karan
Singh at MahaOpen ATP Challenger 100 Men's C'ships

Pune (Maharashtra)
Inkeeping with the vision tosupport the
Young India Tennis Brigade, upcoming
players Manas Dhamne, Aryan Shah
and Karan Singh have been handed
over the Main Draw wildcards at the
Maha Open ATP Challenger 100 Men's
Tennis Championship organized by
Maharashtra State Lawn tennis Asso-
ciation (MSLTA) in association with the
Department of Sports and Youth Serv-
ices, Government of Maharashtra,
PCMC and PMC at the Mhalunge Bale-
wadi Tennis Stadium.

The premier high-level ATP Chal-
lenger will see top tennis players from
28 countries in action at the Shiv Chha-
trapati Sports Complex at Mhalunge
Balewadi from February 16 to February
23,2025. The Pune event is the third of
a series of four ATP Challenger events
being held in India. The previous tour-
naments were heldin Chennai and Del-
hi, while the last event will be played in
Bengaluru, as stated in a release from

MSLTA.

"Providing international competi-
tion of high quality to Indian players is
one of the main reasons for us and the
PMRDA getting involved and sup-
porting this event. The MahaOpen
Challengeris another feather in the cap

of the Indian Tennis Calendar os

by MSLTA. Weare thrilled to organise
this huge international event which
goes a long way in promoting the im-
age of the Pune Metropolis Region
universally,” Prashant Sutar was quot-
edin arelease from MSLTA as saying.

Organizing the PMR Challenger event
is a continuation of a grand vision of
MSLTA for tennis development and
promotion in Maharashtra. Especially
following the successful completion of
the L&T Mumbai Open WTA 125 K se-
ries," Sutar added.

Sutar and Sunder Iyer, the organis-
ers of the event, announced the main
draw wildcards to 17-year-old Manas
Dhamne, who s fresh offa USD 15000
ITF win at Monastir last week. Mean-
while, 19-year-old Aryan Shah, who has
been performing well at I'TF events held
in the last year, and 21-year-old Karan
Singh, who made his Davis Cup debut
two weeks ago, were also announced as.
wildeards.

to keep the Warriors ahead by 11 points
at halftime.

The Dribblers faltered at the start of
the third quarter, struggling to find their
rhythm while the Warriors pounced on
the opportunity.

Lucas Barker and Uche Dibiamaka
wasted no time, draining deep threes to
stretch the lead even further. With re-
Tentless hustle, the Warriors dominat-

ed the boards, crashing for rebounds
and capitalizing on second-chance op-
portunities to keep the pressure on. As
the quarter wore on, the Dribblers
shuffled their lineup in a desperate
bid for a spark, but the Warriors refused
tolet up.

The Warriors remained relentless
in the final quarter, stretching their lead
to 19 points with stifling defence and
lightning-fast transition plays.

Lachlan Barker fought back with
back-to-back buckets, cutting the deficit
to 13 with just minutes remaining.
However, Gurbaz Sandhu and Uche
Dibiamaka sealed the deal with clutch
plays down the stretch, ensuring a
well-earned 81-72 victory.

Indian women's team bank on home
support ahead of FIH Pro League

Bhubaneswar (Odisha)

After the remarkable Women's Asian
Champions Trophy title win in No-
vemberlast year, the Indian Women's
key Team is all set to continue its
run of form into the FIH Pro League
matches at the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar from February 15to 25.
India will kickstart their campaign
with two matches against England on
February 15and 16 followed by clagh-
es against Spain on February 18 and 19.
Theside will also face challenging op-
ponents in World No. 4 Germany and
‘World No. 1 Netherlands on February
21, 22 and February 24, 25 respective-
Iy, as per a Hockey India press release.
India is led by Arjuna Awardee Sal-
ima Tete with deputy Navneet Kaur by
her side. With a blend of experienced
players of the likes of Savita, Sushila
Chanu, N Pradhan, Vandana
Katariya, Udita, Lalremsiami and
Sharmila Devi alongside star youngsters
like Deepika, Sunelita Toppo and Jyoti
inthe ranks, India have a well-balanced

squad.

‘The Indian players are heading into
the tournament after their recent per-
formances in the Hero Women's Hock-
ey India League which followed their
iconic Women's ACT win in Rajgir, Last
season, India had a disappointing cam-
‘paign finishing eighth with only eight
points won in 16 games and could
only score 16 goals over the course of
the prestigious Pro League and will be
eyeing to put up an improved show
backed by a home crowd.
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