Yamuna to get
polluted, forced
Delhiites to
drink its water:
Amit Shah
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Pak PM offers parliamentary
committee to advance
negotiations with opposition

Budget Session begins Friday: Stakes

Kejriwal allowed

high for BJP, Oppn sharpens knives

W Opposition parties also accused the government of
politicising the parliamentary committees and trying to

push its agenda by using its majority.
ITVET WAJYEE 19 AW A Arw

New Delhi

rliament's Budget
session is  like-
Iy to get off to a

stormy start on Friday
with ~ Opposition par-
ties demanding a dis-
cussion on the alleged
mismanagement of the
Maha Kumbh festival
in Prayagraj where 30
pilgrims were killed in a
stampede,

At the all party meet-
ing chaired by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
on the eve of the Par-
liament session, opposi-
tion parties also accused
the government of polit-
ing the parliamenta-
ry committees and try-
ing to push its agenda by
using its majority.

The Budget session
starts on Friday with
President Droupa-
di Murmu addressing
hoth the Houses of Par-
liament assembled to-
gether in the Lok Sabha.
After the President's ad-
dress, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
will table the Economic
Survey in the Lok Sab-
ha and the Rajya Sabha
separately.

Sitharaman will pres-
ent the Union Budget on
Saturday for the eighth
consecutive time.

EC asks Kejriwal to provide facts about
'Yamuna poisoning' remarks by Friday

matter.

Kejriwal had on
Wednesday
sponded
Election
sion notice over his
claim the Haryana
government
"mixing poison” in
Yamuna, and said
raw water received

he  Elec-
tion Com-
mission

on  Thurs
asked AAP con-
venor  Arvind
Kejriwal not to
mix the issue of
increased am-
monia in Yamu-

,‘)

At the all party meet-
ing, the opposition ac-
cused the BJP-led gov-
ernment of politicisation
of the Kumbh congrega-
tion and prevalence of
VIP culture at the cost of
the common man,

The opposition parties
also alleged that the gov-
ernment is steam-rolling
its agenda in parliamen-
tary panels and having
disregard for parliamen-
tary procedure of final-
ising House business
at the meetings of the
Business Advisory Com-
mittee.

W Sitharaman will present the
Union Budget on Saturday for

the eighth consecutive time,

"We expressed our
concerns over the biased
manner in the conduct
of Parliament proceed-
ings," Gaurav Gogoi,
Deputy Leader of the
Congress in the Lok Sab-
ha, told reporters here.

A section of the op-
position leaders ques-
tioned the government
over the publication of
a parliamentary bulletin
on the number of days
allotted for discussion
on the Motion of Thanks
to the President's ad-
dress, contending that
this was the prerogative

of the Business Advisory
Committee.

"We have taken note
of their concerns. The
Business Advisory Com-
mittee will decide which
issues will be taken up
for discussion. We hope
for a smooth and pro-
ductive Budget session.
Cooperation from
parties is essential for
a meaningful and con-
structive parliamentary
session,”" Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said.

e government has
listed 16 Bills, besides
the financial business,
for the Budget session
which will be held from
January 31 to February
13 before breaking for
recess to examine the
Budget proposals,

The session will recon-
vene on March 10 and
continue till April 4.

The all-party meeting
was attended by Con-
gress leaders Jairam
Ramesh, K Suresh, Gau-
rav Gogoi and Pramod
Tewari, Trinamool Con-
gress leaders Sudip Ban-
dyopadhyay and Derek
O'Brien,  Revolutionary
Socialist Party leader N
K Premachandran, Biju
Janata Dal leader Sasmit
Patra, Dravida Munnetra
CONTD ON PAGE-2
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Cross-voting
gives BJP
Chandigarh
mayor's post

__ Chandigarh
The BJP on Thursday
won the post of may-
or while AAP-backed
Congress candidates
registered victory in the
poll for the senior dep-
uty mayor and deputy
mayor posts in the high-
stakes Chandigarh may-
oral elections that took
place here.

The contest for the
mayoral polls was be-
tween the BJP and
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)-Congress  com-
bine. AAP was fighting
for the post of mayor
while the Congress was
contesting for the posts
of senior deputy mayor
and deputy mayor.

In a jolt to the
AAP-Congress combine,
BJP's Harpreet Kaur
Babla was elected as the
new mayor of the Chan-
digarh Municipal Corpo-
ration after she defeated
AAP nominee Prem Lata.

Babla secured 19 votes
while Lata got 17 votes.
No vote was found to be
invalid. Agency
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All 67 on board
feared killed in US

mid-air co

Washington
fter the mid-air
collision over the
'otomac river in

‘Washington, DC, au-
thorities said that they
no longer expect to find
any survivors, and ef-
forts have shifted to a re-
covery mission, accord-
ing to DC Fire and EMS
Chief John Donnelly,
according to a report by
A press briefing was
held at Reagan National
Airport, where Washing-
ton, DC, Mayor Muriel
Bowser addressed the
deadly collision involy-
ing an American Air-
lines passenger plane
carrying 64 people and
a US Army Black Hawk
helicopter with three
soldiers on board.

"We are now at a point
where we're switching
from a rescue operation
to a recovery operation.
At this point, we don't
believe there are any
survivors from this ac-
cident," Donnelly said
in a news conference on

llision

Thursday.

Donnelly  confirmed
that recovery teams had
retrieved 28 bodies from
the passenger jet and
one from the military
helicopter.

Donnelly further said
that officials are confi-
dent in recovering the
bodies of those killed in
the plane crash. He said
that all 67 people are be-
lieved dead - 64 aboard
the passenger jet and
three on the US Army
Black Hawk helicopter.

Meanwhile, Secre-
tary of Transportation
Sean Duffy provided an
update on the wreck-
age, explaining that the
American  Airlines jet,
which crashed into the
Potomac following the
collision, had broken
into multiple pieces. He
noted that the aircraft's
fuselage had been found
overturned and  split
into three sections, sub-
merged in waist-deep
water, with recavery op-
erations continuing.

Agency

re-
to the
Commis-

was

na with his alle-
gation of river
poisoning, and
gave him a fresh
opportunity
to explain his

W EC asked him to provide

factual evidence with
specific and pointed re-
sponse to type, quantity,
nature and manner of
poisoning of Yamuna.

from the BJP-ruled
state in the re-
cent past has been
"highly contaminat-
ed and extremely
poisonous” for hu-
man health.

In the 14-page
reply to the EC, the

Rl

% axa Refaa aferedl,
Chief Electoral Officer, Delhi
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KASHMERE GATE. DELHI-10006.
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He was also asked to share de-
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take appropriate decision in the

former Delhi chief
minister said if such "toxic wa-
ter" is allowed to be consumed
by people, it would lead to grave
health hazard and fatality.

In its fresh letter te the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leader, the
poll body also highlighted that
availability of sufficient and
clean water is a governance is-
sue, and that all governments
concerned at all times should
engage in securing this for all the
people. Agency

Delhi Police, EC team reaches
Punjab CM's residence for search

New Delhi

team of the Flect
Commission  officials
and Delhi Police per-

sonnel has reached Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann's  Kapurthala House
residence in Delhi for con-
ducting a search.

An official outside Kapurth-
ala House on Copernicus Marg
told reporters that a complaint
was received regarding "cash”
being distributed from there.

The team was awaiting per-
mission to conduct the search,
he added.

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi in
a post on X hit out at the BJP,
saying a team was at her Pun-
jab counterpart’s residence for
"raid."

She alleged that people in the
BJP were "openly” distributing
money, shoes, slippers and bed

HIGHLIGHT
® Delhi Chief Minister Atishiina
ateam was at her Punjab cou

sheets, but the police was una-
ble to see that and reached an
elected chief minister's resi-
dence for "raid."

A senior officer said that Del-
hi Police personnel were ac-
companying the Election Com-
mission officials and members

post on X hit out at the BIP, saying
nterpart's residence for "raid."

of the flying squad for protec-
tion.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann accused the delhi
police and the Election Com-
mision of trying to "defame"
the Punjabis at the behest of
the BJP. Agency
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Budget Session

begins Friday:

Stakes high

for BJP, Oppn

sharpens knives
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Kazhagam leader TR
Baali, Samajwadi Party
leader Ram Gopal Yadav,
Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha leader Mahua Maji,
and Nationalist Con-
gress Party-Sharadchan-
dra Pawar leader Fouzia
Khan, among others.

The 16 Bills listed for
the Budget session in-
clude the Wagf (Amend-
ment) Bill, the Bankiny
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
The Railways (Amend-
ment) Bill, The Disaster
Management  (Amend-
ment) Bill, The Oilhelds
(Rtgulahon and Devel-
opment) Amendment
Bill, The Protection of
Interests in Aireraft Oh-
jects Bill, and The Immi-
Erﬁ!ron and Foreigners

Asked about the op-
position's demand for
a discussion on the
stampede al the Maha
Kumbh, Rijiju said the
decision will be taken by
the committee,

“There are many im-
portant issues...the
Kumbh was also men-
tioned,” he said.

Meanwhile, Congress
leader Pramod Tiwari
said opposition leaders
have decided that the
INDIA bloc will raise all
issues together during
the Budget session.

Emerging from the
all-party meeting con-
vened by the govern-
ment on the eve of the
session, ‘Tiwari  also
slammed the “politici-
sation of the Kumbh”,
saying VIP movement
during the event was
creating difficulties for
the common man.

BJD leader Sasmit
Patra accused the BJP of
going back on its prom-
ise of granting special
state to Odisha.

Indian Union Muslim
League leader ET Mo-
hammed Basheer said
he raised the issue of
the weakening of the
law-making process in
the country.

“The JPC on Waqf was
constituted to have dis-
cussion, but members
were not given enough
0] rtunity to  speak,
Bmer said, .

All India Anna Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhag-
am member M Thambi
Durai wanted the gov-
ernment to make efforts
to regain control over
Katchetheevu island.

Advt Contact :
9818-799941
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Kejriwal lies like Modi but probably
more cunning, sophlstlcated Rahul

_ New Delhi:
nastinging attack on
AAP convenor Arvind
Kejriwal, Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi
ursday said the for-
mer Delhi chief minister
“lies just like Narendra
Modi™ but is probably
more “cunning” and “so-
phisticate than  the
prime minister.
ressing 2 pubhc
meeting in the
constituency here in the
run-up to the February 5
Assembly polls, Gandhi
asserted that he and his
PArty can never compro-
mise with the BJP. “We
will die but never com-
promise with these peo-
ple.” Gandhi also lashed
out at Kejriwal over his
five-year-old promise of
making Yantuna water
potable and his press
conference on Thursday,
sa,ving it reflected his

“hollowness”™.

The AAP supremo on
Thursday claimed that
for the past several days,
water with  extremely
dangerous  ammonia
levels has been flowing
into the Yamuna from
Haryana. “When CM At-
ishi called her Haryana

counterpart, urging him
tostop sending this toxic
water, he did nothing,”
Kejriwal alleged.

At the public meet-
ing of the Congress on
Thursday, Gandhi said,
“He (Kejriwal) speaks
lies one after another
just like Modi, there is
no_difference. There is
only one thing, probably
Kejriwal is even more
‘chalaak (cunning)’ than
even Modi. So, vou must
not forget who stands
with you, who protects
the Constitution and

who speaks the truth.”
The former Congress
chief claimed that his
rty has delivered what
he has promised, includ-
ing in Karnataka and
Telangana, where the
Cangress is in power.

“It is a battle of ideol-
ogies. On one side there
is the BJP and RSS and
on the other, there is
the Congress. They (BJP
and RSS) spreads ha-
tred, violence and fear
among people. We have
said clearly wherever
they spread hatred, we

\will open ‘Mohabbat Ki

Dukaan’,” Gandhi said.
The Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha
alleged the BJP spreads
violence and  hatred.
When peo;))(]e got killed
in riots, Kejriwal and
his party gmp?e did not
stand with those affect-
ed, Gandhi alleged.
“One ideology works
to protect the Constitu-
tion and the other wants
to finish it off. Mahatma
Gandhi was killed on
this day (October 30,
1948) because he was

iOncology.ai a pioneering Al platform
dedicated to transformmg oncology care

ing artificial intelligence
plalform dedicated to
transforming nnmk:gy
care. The iOncol

genomics-driven  can-
cer treatment platform,
focusing on breast and
ovarian cancer patients.
This transformative

is further sm-ngthencd
by adding the smart
digital prescription pa-
per in collaboration
with WONDRY, a leader
in_digitized healthcare
solutions. Now, iOncol-
ogy.ai enhances clinical
workflows by integrat-

ing digitized handwrit-
ten with

tion was presented at the
4th Research Day, All
India Institute of Med:
ical Sciences (AIIMS),
New Delhi on Thursday,
where it received wide-
spread  appreciation
from the audience for
its potential to trans-
form on(ulog,\ care.

g WON-

iOncology.ai's precision

By
DRx's advanced pre-

Amit Shah inaugurates NUCFDC
Corporate Office in Mumbai

Mumbai:
The National Urhan
Co-operative Finance

and Dewelopment Cor-
poration (NUCFDC) has
officially inaugurated its
Corporate Office in Mum-
bai. The Honourable Un-
ion Home and Coopera-
tion Minister, Amit Shah,
virtually maugnmted the
NUCFDC Corporate Of-
fice on the sidelines of the
inaugural event for the In-
ternational Year of Co-op-
eratives 2025 in Mumbai.
The event was attend-
ed by a distinguished
group of dignitaries, in-
cluding Murlidhar Mo-
hol, Minister of State for
Co-operation;  Eknath
Shinde and Ajit Pawar,
Depun Chief Ministers

dent of NAFCUB; Ajay
Brahmecha, President
of the Maharashtra Fed-
eration; Satish h

lle Union Home and Co-
ration Minister Amit
S hah said, “The principle

seription digitiza-
tion technology with
iOncology.ai's Al/
ML-driven  insights,
oncologists  will gain
access o a  more
streamlined and da-
ta-driven a) LEmmm:h o
personalizes cancer
care. This integration
will facilitate better de-
Clhlﬂl‘l‘ﬂ‘li“\lng. improve

“This  collaboration
represents a significant
leap forward in our
mission to harness Al
and data-driven solu-
tions for precision on-
cology. By imtegrating
Frescnptwn data seam-

essly into our plat-
form, we are empow-
ering oncologists with
comprellensnve insights
to upnmue treatment
strategies,” said Dr.
Ashok Sharma, Addi-
tional  Professor, De-
partment of Biochemis-
try, AIIMS, New Delhi.

WONDRx CEO, Mr.
Pankaj Sandhu echoed
this sentiment, stating,
“Our collaboration is
designed to bridge gaps
in healthcare digitiza-
tion. Partnering with
iOncology.ai  enables
us to make a profound
impaet in oncology by
ensuring accurate, effi-
cient, am.l Al enhanu.-d

y——
The AAP supremo on
Thursday claimed that
for the past several
days, water with
extremely dangerous
ammonia levels has

been flowing into
the Yamuna from
Ha 3

fighting hatred, he was
uniting Hindus, Mus-
lims, ~Christians, and
Sikhs, and protecting
Dalits,. Who killed him?
same people whose
ideology is burning the
country today,” the for-
mer Congress chief said.
Kejriwal thinks the
people of the coun-
try do not understand
bat the truth is that he
and Manish Sisodia in-
dulged in corruption,
he alleged. Thcg niade

I will bathe in Yamu-
na and drink its water,
T challenge him, leave
alone Yamuna water,
drink the water that
people are getting here
(in Badli).” “The Con-
gress and 1 ecan never
compromise with the

BJP. 1 faced a 55-hour
interrogation, and they
have slapped 32 cases
(against me), But I am
not scared. T did not run
away, [ said vou can ar-
rest me. They took away
my official residence and
1 handed over the keys
1o them. We will die but
never P ise witl

Contract Health
Workers Thank
Delhi BJP
President After
Resolution of

their Issues

Staff Reporter

_ New Delhi: N
A gathering of medical
contract workers at the
Delhi BJP office in New
Delhi expressed grati-
tude towards State Pres-
ident Virendra Sach-
dz\a for resalving their

lh:]se- peoplc. he s v;ul.
e u e to
rememblg I:Ee0 I]wm’k
done by the Sheila Dik-
shit government and
the work of Indira Gan-
dhi. “We work for the

or, Dalits, tribals,
packwards, minorities,
farmers and labourers,”
he asserted.

The senior Congress
leader claimed the BJP
people talked about
“400 paar” (winning
400 seats) during the
Lok Sabha elections
with the intention
of finishing off B R
Ambedkar and Gan-
dhi’s Constitution.

S chief Mohan
Bhagwat's  Independ-
ence remarks show that
he does not believe in
India’s  Constitution
and wants to finish it
off, Gandhi said.

Delhi Police awarded for Best Marching
Contingent Trophy for its outstanding

\Ieu Delhi:
Delhi Police has been
awarded I‘hn‘ Best March-

performance on R’ Day Parade

nall Prnqad and Inspr

Ramesh Tushir,
Following the ceremo-

n). Sanja\ Arora. TPS,

ing Ce Trophy
for its outstanding per-
formance during the Re-
public Day Parade 2025.
The award was pre-
sénted by Ionble
Raksha Rajya Mantri,
Minister of State for
Defence, at a ceremony
held at RR Camp, Delhi
Cantt.

The was

clinical decisi
ing.” The [mrlnershlp
is suppnned by lead-

and enhance patient
outeomes through re-
al-time analytics and
Al-assisted recommen-
dations.

Ing institu-
tions and underscores a
shared commitment to
revolutionizing cancer
care through techno-
logical innovation.

attended by senior of-
ficers such as Neeraj
Thakur, IPS (Special
CP/Armed Police Di-
vision), M.N. Tiwari,
Dr. Rakesh Bansal,
Krishan Kumar, Rishi
Kumar Singh, Bhag-

Delhi BJP spokesperson accused Kejriwal of
spreading lies over poison in Yamuna River

Abhishek Byahut
New Delhi:

Delhi BJP  spokesper-
son Praveen Shankar
Kapoor on Thursday ac-
cused Arvind Kejriwal
of spreading lies about

ison in the Yamuna

iver, stating that go%
of the drinking water
supplied to Delhi from
Haryana does not come
from the Yamuna River
but from two specially

Central Board Member
of the Reserve Bank
of India; Uday Joshi,
President of Sahakar
Bharati; Milind Kale,
Director of NAFCUB
and former Chairman of
Cosmos Bank; Gautam
T, Thakur, ghaim\nn‘bf

and Dr.
r\.-.hud\ Kumar Bhutani,
Secretary of the Ministry
of Co-operation.

The inauguration
of the NUCFDC office
marks a significant step
toward modernizing
the Urban Co-operative
Banking (UCB) sector.
The event was attended
by Laxmi Dass, Presi-

TN ADEL NG 70
of Bapks A 1

485 Vol 11, Issie 29
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Bank; and  Kantibhai
Patel, Vice-Chairman of
the Gujarat Federation,
along with several other
prominent leaders from
the UCB sector.
Emphasizing the mul-
tidimensional  benefits
that the NUCFDC will
provide to Urban Co-op-
erative sector Hi i

of Ci ion Among
Co-operatives  will be
implemented across the
country in the coming
days. The Umbrella Or-
ganization will integrate
activities such as digital
banking, mobile bank-
ing, online transactions,
and international trade
with Urban Co-opera-
tive Banks. All financial
dealings of co-operi-
tive institutions  will
be conducted through
co-operative banks. By
implementing this prin-
can nationwide, we will
achieve sig.niﬁcant sue-
cess, leading to the eco-
nomic self-reliance of
the ¢ sector.”

constructed canals and
The spokesperson
argued that  Kejriw-

al should clarify who
drinks raw water from
the Yamuna, whether
he himself or the peo-
ple of Delhi, and that we
all drink purified water
from water treatment
plants.

The spokesperson also
pointed out that today,
55% of Delhi'’s water
supply comes from So-
nia Vihar, most of which
is not from Haryana but
from the Ganga Canal in
Muradnagar,

The spokesperson ar-
gued thal Kejriwal is
g lies about the
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DG]hl‘ persona") col
gratulated the cont
gent members for their
outstanding perfor-
mance and dedication.
The event  was
marked with great en-
thusiasm, as senior of-
ficials commended the
participants for their
rigorous training and
perseverance.

The Best Marching
Trophy stands as a
symbol of excellence
and dedication, rein-
furcing the spirit of
discipline and commit-
ment among the forces.

At ontact:
OE18-190041

PUBLIC NOTICE

ShPahlnd smgh | am the mener
l the entie property sdress,
property no-614, arva 200 sgyds
Khases 00614, extendled whadi of
Ll Doca, village. devil Saket . naw
Delhi-1 0062

Some documents. ate ot svailable
with me, Khaotni 195041 in Favoor
of pahlad sngh. Lal dors Certificats
Isssasd by SDAA in fhvaur of puhlid
singh eath Certifcate of Mther of
Pabalnd wingh SMC of Stvir smgh

pending issues.

\mund 2,000 workers
and 10,000 family mem-
bers attended the event,
with approximately 850
contract workers from
various hospitals pres-
ent.

The workers now see a
new ray of hope, which
can only be realized
when the Bharativa Ja-
nata Party forms the
government in Delhi.

Representatives  from
various hospitals shared
their thoughts and re-
quested Shri Virendra
Sachdeva to begin work-
ing on their remaining
issues. They stated that
the previous govern-
ment misled them for
10 years, but BJP Delhi
President Virendra Sa-
chdeva has consistently
supported them, under-
stood their problems,
and worked towards
finding solutions.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

“Be it kanown 10 all that my olient
ramely (1) Diwwenpal 8o 8h
Runglial. Shiiema wnd (2 Suknrvs
Devi Wio Sh Dhwrampal, both
R/a Village Mundhels Kalan, Near
Talsh, Reqie Curh, Upws South
West Dclhi, Delbi-110073, have
disawnrod. debarred thear son namely
Ruabul Blsandwa) 3 Sh. Dhasam Pal
Hhardwa) (tom all thelr moveable
and immavesble properties because
e 1x ol of control of my alisia
My lients e severnl all relations
with fim Anyee desling with him
sy do 50 at hisher cwn risks, coxts
and comegumees

JAGANNATI BEHERA
Advocate

Seat No ¥, Hall No.2,

(Fiest Floor) Lawyers Chamber
Camples, District Courts
Iwarka, Sector 10,

New Delhi-110075,

Mak. No. 9937175774

PUBLIC NOTICE

Hotxce m horeby ghven o public ai
large that my cliene, St Preeti
Tunicju, W/o. Sh Kopil Tuncj, R
Tlot Nee 3, Thind Floos Back Side.
Plock-E, Om Vihe ksan, Unam
Hagar, New Delhy, Delhi- | 10059
have duinbordad dimowned his Son
Kupsl Tanega /o §h Kapil Tanays
ol her dsiyghle i bw Bhak
Prive d Vanba Wio Sh Kenal
Tuncjn both Rio. Unam Nagar, New
Beihi. Dol 116089 trom it their
propatiies and estales movenble.
immoveahle  and  themsches
noquired  properties  mtiated  at
New Dxln o my dther plics m
India, with immediste effect, anit
have severad all their eofinection
with them. duc 10, unrcasonable &

treatment plants.

The spokesperson argued that Kejriwal should
clarify who drinks raw water from the Yamuna,
whether he himself or the people of Delhi, and
that we all drink purified water from water

m Eevoun af” \ghi Wit ) and
Rahit' Singhal ( S ) Succemion
certificald Issbied by court in fivour
Vijwy T Sumen dovi( daughter
of philod aingh) Sunita Smghal¢
il watvie sitighal ) Roht Singhal (
Tate- Satbir nd Azad singh v e
phalasd sngh If any person. having
wny tvpe of el be TrtaTest

Yamuna, stating that he
was the Chief Minister
and didn't even know
that 90% of the drinking
witer supplied to Delhi
from Haryana does not
come from the Yamuna
River.

P n0 Pyblishee 4t 109
301 Phere Eifimtial: 0120 47755

The spokesperson also
highlighted that 55%
of Delhi's water supply
comes from Sonia V%

ver the suld peoperty ey isform
writing within 10 days from foday.
S Froperty i free from L, fpe ol
Encumbrance len ete

Dhvamanju Kumar
most of whose raw water Advuete & Legal Consultant
supply is not from Hary- | Chamber No 635 Dwarka Court
ana but from the Ganga | New Déthi-110075
Canal in Muradnagar. Bl SRR

£AG, ond s, St 110032, £, Prowees At e

Cirpidatmy: BSOS, Erea efilrrsst Grrpsinrypper

hehaviour of their
wom Sh Kunal Tancsa sad daughter-
in-titw St Bhiant Peiva ik Varsha
vowards her

Anybody dealig with hin i pasy,
presently of in futuro, n anv manner
whamoeyer i dong the same ot thewr
o tik and responwibiliny theretn
and our clionts shall in s manner
ot why. b respoieible fit any acia
deesks and thungs dlewe by Them

SHUBANM THAKUR
Ay

vocute
Oftice st 129, Vikas Comples,
Vikas Marg, Lavmi Nagar,
Delhi- 110092
Cant, No: 49813040191
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MP Sharma
reviews
development
works

TOP STORY, Delr, Frinar 31, Januasy 2025

AAP unveils 7 guarantees for govt

staff like job portal, legal protection

B The promises, which include a dedicated job portal, staff hostels, and legal protections on
wages and working hours, come as part of a last-minute push ahead of the upcoming polls.

New Delhi

and Monitoring Committee
was held here on Thursday
under the chairmanship of
Gautam Buddha Nagar MP
Dr. Mahesh Sharma to re-
view development works.

In the meeting Sharma
discussed in detail about the
schemes of the Centre and
the state and other schemes
and directed the officials
concemed to muke the pub-
lic aware about them by or-
ganising camps from time to
time.

He said that all senior of-
ficials concerned  should
make efforts to ensure that
the benefits of all the above
schenes reach the nural ar-
eas as well. He directed the
electricity department to re-
solve the electricity prob-
lems soon so that the public
does not face any problem
While discussing with the of-
ficials concerned issues re-
Iated to the farmers, he said
that efforts should be made
to ensure that farmers reg-
ister their agricultural land
with Unicede card number
so that they get the benefits
ofall the i

cheme

ith the Delhi

elections

round the cor-

ner, AAP na-
tional convenor Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Thursdayunveiled
seven major guarantees
aimed atimproving the lives
of staff working with gov-
ernment officers, MPs, and
ministers.

The promises, which in-
clude a dedicated job partal,
staff hostels, and legal pro-
tections on wages and work-
ing hours, come as part ofa
last-minute push ahead of
the upcoming polls.

mmal emphasized that
arantees will pro-
v|deu‘m' suppart for em-
ployees who often face
certainty in their jobs, in-
chuding life and health in-

faced by those working in
government residences, re-
ferring to them as “servants™

suranee, v e
for daughters, and scholar-
ships for children. The AAP
Chief also assured that AAP
MPs would actively advocate
for central government ac-
tion to ensure comprehen-
sive reforms for this work-
furu'

ence, Ke-

directly.

Regarding Swachh Bharat
Mission, the MP told the
officials
thority to remove
shorteomings in the cleanli-
ness workand work to keep
the village, colony and city
clean. Through Jal Jeevan
Mission, in the villages
where there is no direct sup-
ply of water, water should be
made available to every
house under this mission

He also directed the offi-
cials concerned of the NHAL
to complete the work of
widening of the roads and
building new roads as scon
as possible. The MP alsc
discussed about business-
men and entrepreneurs in
the meeting. He said that
new employment opportu-
nities should be provided
through skill development
and the unemployed youths
of the area should be given
training and help in provid-
ing employment to them.

Farmers give
consent for land
acquisition for

Jewar Airport
Noida
About 5,800 farmers have
given their consent for
land acquisition for the
Noida International Air-
port. Out of the 15, 000
farmers affected by the
acquisition, consent of 70
pereent is mandatory. In
fact, consent of 38 per-
cent of the farmers has
been obtained so far.,
For the expansion of

in the third phase. In this
land of 14 villages, 1889
hectare belongs to farm-
ers, for which the con-
sent of the farmers is be-

ing taken by the distri
administration. For this,
camps are bein, upin
the nearby villages.

The state government
has also increased the
price of their land for

in S e
j"“d] nulcd the difficulties

orstaff
In many government
bungalows, the people work-
ing in these homes are re-
ferred to as‘servants.” These
staff members face numer-
ous issues—issues most peo-
ple are unaware of. They
are housed in ‘servant quar-
ters,” yet are not paid
salaries, with many of them

* CEC doing politics,
destroyed credibility
of EC: Kejriwal

New Delhi
AAP supremo Arvind Kegri-
wal on Thursday aceused
Chief Election C:

Assembly seats,” Kejriwal
said at the press conference.
“Twill not let the pmplu of

er (CEC) Rajiv Kumar of do-
ing politics by sending him a
notice over his claim that
the Il.u'\'anu gu\emment
was "mixing poison” i
Yamuna. Addressis
conference here,
alleged that Kumar had “de-
stroyed” the credibi
the Election Commi
(EC) and was eyving a post-
retirement position.

The former chief minis-
ter's remarks came shortly
after the EC expressed dis-
satisfaction with his reply
1o its notice and gave him a
fresh opportunity to explain
his charges against the
Haryana government.

“No ane has damaged the
Election Commission the
way Rajiv Kumar has done. If
he wants, he can contest elec-
tions from any of the Delhi

Dl chhi drink
ali

arrest me in two days but 1
am not afraid,” he said with-

out paming anyone.

Kejriwal responded to the
EC notice on Wednesday,
saying that raw water re-
ceived from Haryana in the
recent past had been "high-
Iy contaminated and ex-
tremely poisonons” for hu-
man henlth Ifsuch “toxic wa-
ter” is allowed to be con-
sumed by people, it would
lead to grave health hazard
and fatnlity, he said in his 14-
page reply to the EC.

Iniits letter on Thu A
the EC said that Kejriwal'sre-
ply was Iy silent” on
the core issue and demand-
ed further clarification by 11
am on January 31, failing
which appropriate action
would be taken

only mumngzlummn da-
tion as compensatio K
jriwal explained.

employer, an MP or
government officer, is trans-
ferred or completes their
term. “When an officer or
MP leaves, the staff becomes
homeless, uncertain
whether the next occupant
will keep them on or let

them go. Their lives
marked by instabilit
iety, and insecurity for their
future,” Kejriwal added.
To address these con-
cemns, wal outlined sev-
en guarantees, including
Staff Registration Portal (a
dedicated platform to help
staff register and match with
new employers when they
lose their jobs), Govern-~
ment Personal Servant/Staff
Card (Similar to a Labour

are

Card, this will provide staff
with aceess to government
schemes and benefits), Staff
Hostel (A temporary hous-
ing option for staff who lose
their jobs or face displace-
ment due to transfers), and
Affordable Housing ( EWS
housing at affordable rates
for staff, offering casy in-
stallment options).

He aleo announced Mo-
bile Mohalla Clinics (Health-
care facilities accessible to
staff members), Regulations
on Working Conditions (En-
forcing legal regulations for
waorking hours, salaries, and
conditions, with penalties
for violations), nnd Welfare
Benefits ( Extending the
same welfare benefits given
to auto drivers, ckshaw
drivers, and taxi drivers—
such as life insurance, health
coverage, financial aid for
weddings, and scholarships
for education).

Kejriwal emphasized that
AAP MPs Sanjay Singh and
Raghav Chadha would raise
these concerns in Parlia-
ment to press for central
government action on is-
sues falling within its
purview

Congress in bed with
BJP, dont vote for
either, says Kejriwal

AAP chief Arvind Kejriw-
al on Thursday accused
the BJP and Cangress of
joining for gainst his
party to wge it from
power in Delhi.

Kejriwal, who was ad-
dressing a roadshow in
outer Delhi's Kirari
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, told the
public it would mean the
same whether they voted
for the BJP or the Con-
gress,
his time, there is "ilu
ilu’ between the BIP and
Congress, and they are
fighting these elections
together. Voting for Con-
gress means voting for
BJP. Do not press the
wrong button, otherwise,
life will be miserble," Ke-
jriwal said in the rally.

The farmer Delhi chief
minister flaunted his gov-
ernment’s schemes for
free water, healthcare,
and bus rides for wom
to claim that all these
would go the moment the
BJP comes to power in
Delhi.

He claimed these
schemes help households
save over Rs 25,000 an-
nually.

Despite being part of
the opposition INDIA

Swati Maliwal protests against Kejriwal,
dumps garbage outside residence; detained

New Delhi

AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Swati Maliwal was de-
tained by police on Thurs-
day after she strewed
garbage outside former
Delhi ¢ minister
Arvind Kejriwal's house
in protest.

Maliwal and her aides
picked garbage from roads
in Vikaspuri, collected it
into three mini trucks and
ed Kejriwal's house

threw shovelful of garbage
out on the ground there
before she was accosted by
female police personnel
and removed from the site

Scores of women hold-
rds that read
AAP Delhi
Mein !hm were seen
near Kejriwal's 5 Feroze-
shah Road residence,
Maliwal arrived there in
one of the three garbage
trucks.

She ecarlier shared a
video on X of herself and

When will you take a dip in Yamuna,
Delhi is waiting: Rahul to Kejriwal

weing at the
centre of the election dis-
course in Delhi, Congress
leader Rahul dhi an
Thursday released a video
flagging the is of pallu-
tants in the river and chal-
lenged AAP convenor \mnd
Kejriwal to take #

He said the
dition” of Yamuna is the re-
sult of the confluence of neg-
ligence and corruption of
the governments of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Kejriwal.

Gandhi shared on his
YouTube channel his visit
to the banks of the river on
Wednesday here in which

¥ ion to farmers
fo Rs 4300 per square
meter. At the same time,
the way forward for the
admil tion has be-
come easter, due to thein-
rease in the rate of farm-
ers' land. The number of
farmers has started in-
creasing.

According to adminis-
tration sources, consent
of ahout 38 percent of
the farmers has been ob-
tained and the figure of
consent of 70 percent of
the affected farmers will
be completed soon.

he highli 1 how polluted
the water of the Yamuna
was,
“Ifvourare a Delhi resident
hloz me, then you must be
sad to see the plight of
Yesterday morn-
ing I reached the banks of
Yamuna ji and discussed
with the local residents, boat-
men and activists concerned
about the condition of Ya-
muna,” Gandhi said in his
post in Hindi along with the
video.
"Yamuna is filled with
garbage, dirt, stench and
sewnge - meaning that there

is no river left. According to
researchers, clean water of
the river is taken out for
sewage treatment and the
sewage is dumped in the riv-
eritself,” he said,

Gandhi said earlier that
devotees used to come in
large numbers to take a dip
in the Yamuna but now only
# few people come and that
too by nskmg their health.

power in Deihl Kejriwal has
been making empty promis-

es-"we will clean Yamuna, 1
will take a dip or else don't
vote', and many mere long
speeches. And Inday again he
is sitting with a bottle of Ya-
muna water making allega-
tions and counter-allega-

""This is not just an nsult to
Yamunaji, itis a mockery of
the lives of the people of
Delhi that has been going on
for years, This horrific con-
dition of Yarmumna is the result
of the confluence of negli-
gence and corruption of the
Modi and Kejriwal govern-
ments.,

"Rejriwal ji,
25 has come. When

now 2
will you take adip in the Ya-
muna? Delhi is waiting! In
the video, Gandhitells an ac-
tivist that talk of cleaning Ya-

muna is a jumla’ and has
been made an excuse to
make money by the dispen-
sation.,

others gathering garbage
from Vikaspuri.

"There have been heaps
of garbage on the roads in
Vikaspuri for years. People
are very angry. They are
going to collect all this
garl-a;,e and dump it at

tion of the entire Delhi

has deteriorated. The filth
and stink that Delhiites
face daily will be faced by
Kejriwal ji
public is coming,
ji. don’t be afraid.”

In th \\1h of Hlvlm i-

u\-.d mu:hl‘. Kejriwal's
residence. A senior police

officer said, "We have in-
stalled barricades and de-

Vote for BJP in Delhi
irrespective of candidates,
says Rajnath Singh

—— NewDelhi ___
Launching an attack on AAP
for "breaking” its promises
like that of a Jan l.u}qm] De-
fence ter Rajnath
Singh on Thursday appealed
topeople in Delhi to vote for
the BJP irrespective of the
candidates.

"The BJP is the only par-
ty which has fulfilled all
promises it had made in its
manifesto... T would urge
you to forget everything and
vote for the BIP," Singh
said, addressing a poll rally
at Delhi Cantonment.

"Vote for the BIP in Del-
hi and don't see who the
candidate is. Your vole will
be for Prime Minister
Narendra Mody," Singh said.

He assured that all the
schemes in Delhi will con-
tinue if the BJP comes to
power. The residents will
also be able to get the ben-
efit of central schemes like
Ayushman Bharat Yojana
which, he said, will be im-
plemented within 10 daysof
the formation of govern-
ment.

Singh also said Atal Can-
teens will be established in
all slums which will pro-
vide meals at Rs 5.

Targeting the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), Singh used the
term 'AAPDA’, which trans-
lates to disaster in Hindi, for
the party, and accused it of
not keeping its poll promis-
es, especially to establish a
Lokpal
Turing the Anna Hazare
movement, Arvind Kejriw-
al had said he would not
form any political party.
The trust that people be-
stowed on Anna Hazare's
movement was used by b
to form the governmen)
Delhi ut did he fulfil his
promises?" Singh said

"He (Kejriwal) said they
will establish a Jan Lok-
pal... but today, there
many seams in Delhi.
said

Singh said it was the BIP
that gave statehood to Del-
i and also regularised sev-
eral colonies.

"But the AAP governmient
could not provide them with
‘water or drainage facilities,”
he alleged.

“AAP has fooled the peo-
ple of Delhito get their sup-
port., They had promised to
clean Yamuna in three
years, Where did that prom-
ise go?" he .

-
ployed additional person-
nel to maintain law and
order. No one will be al-
lowed to breach the law.”

Maliwal had a fallout
with the party and its top
Teader Arvind Kejriwal last
vear after she went to meet
him at his house but was
allegedly misbehaved with
there by Kejriwal's per-
sonal secretary.

—
This time, there
s 'llu ilu’ be-
tween the BJP
and Congress,
and they are
fighting these
elections to-
gether. Voting for
Congress means
voting for BIP. Do
not press the
wrong button,
otherwise, life
will be miser-
able," Kejriwal
said in the rally.

blos, several key lurhcs —

and NCP (Sharad I'awm'
faction) — have extended
their support to AAP over
Congress in Delhi.

AAP has fielded Anil
Jha from Kirari, who will
take on BJP's Bajrang
Shukla and Congress’ Ra-
jesh Gupta.

Delhi votes on February
5, with results to be de-
clared on February 8.

Boy crushed to
death by
speeding Bolero
Jeep in Noida

Noida
A 15-year-old boy was
crushed to death by a
speeding Bolero Jeep near
Sector-145 Metro Station
here, police said on Thurs-
day.

The deceased has been
identified as Aarush, ares-
ident of Nalgarha village,
they said.

A person named Somesh
lodged a report at the Po-
lice Station here last night
that his son was walking on
the service road near Sec-
tor-145 Metro Station dur-
ing the evening hours when
a speeding black Bolero
Jeep hit him after which he
died on the spot, said Lak-
shmi Singh, the media in-
charge of the Noida Police
Commissioner.

The victim's father has
revealed the registration
numberof the Bolero Jeep
to the police and on this ba-
sis the search for the driv-
erison, he added.
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Kejriwal allowed Yamuna to get polluted,
forced Delhiites to drink its water: Amit Shah

elbi
nion Home Min-
ister Amit Shah
Thursday alleged
that AAP supre-
mo Arvind Kejriwal allowed
the Yamuna river to get
polluted and forced the peo-
ple of Delhi to drink its wa-
ter.

With people asking what
happened to fulfilling his
promise of making the Ya-
muna clean like the I'h'u-nﬁ
river in London, Kej
making an "
falsely .luu'lm, the BEP
government in Haryana of
mixing poison in the river,
Shah charged while ad-
dressing a public meeting in
the Rohini Assembly con-

se”

stituency.
He termed Kejriwal's ac-
c¢usation against the

Haryana government "pet-
ty politics” and alleged the
AAP government could not
fulfil Kejriwal's promise of
cleaning the Yamuna dur-

ing its 10-year rule due to
“corruption

"Kejriwal says people
from the BJP have mixed
poison in the Yamuna to
trouble the people of Delhi
T have come to tell Kejriw-

Zuari Finserv Expands
Operations with
New Office in Noida

N
Zuari Finserv, l||L leading
financial services arm of
Zuari Industries Limited
and part of the Adventz, has
expanded its operations
with the launch of a new of-
fice in Noida, Uttar
Pradesh.

This strategic move un-
derscores the company's
commitment to delivering
comprehensive  wealth
management and invest-
m ul su]nlumnn Noida, a
cf d as a hub of

ufﬁw is part of Zuari Fin-
serv's broader plan to
strengthen its presence in
India. With the opening of
branchesin key cities, Zuari
Finserv will be able to cater
to clients in residential,
commereial, and institu-
tional segments.
Commenting on the
launeh, Mr. Ranjan Kumar,
CEO & Whole Time Direc-
tor of Zuari Finserv Lim
ed, said, "Noida is a grow-
ing business and financial
, with numer-

economic growth.
Located at The Ithum in
Sector-62, Noida, the new

ous multinational corpo-
rations contributing to the
growth of the city.

al that he shauld stop telling

lies to win the clection,”
Shah told the gathering,

“Kejriwal, you polluted
Yamuna and forced the
people of Delhi to drink its
water. And you offered all

in the hzlllthh of the
to AAP's corruption,”
charged.

Shah alleged that Kejri-
wal is resorting to such
"petty politics” after sensing

he

his party's defeat in the up-
coming assembly polls.
"They keep making excus-
Kejriwal ji, leave (Del-
hi for the BJP) if you cannot
do anything. We will show
how Delhi can be better
governed,” he said.

The AAP means "lies and
deception”, he said, alleging
that its government faled to
fulfil any of its promises.
Kejriwal made entire Delhi
a "kind of dustbin” during
the 10-year rule of AAP,
the senior BJP leader
added.

Shah also raked up the is-
sue of alleged corruption
during 10 years of AAP's
rule in Delhi and alleged
that scams worth crores of
rupees were committed
during its term under the
leadership of Kejriwal.

AAP leaders were put in
jail for their involvement in
the scams, he said in an
apparent reference to the
arrest of Kejriwal and oth-

ers in the Delhi excise pol-
icy case,

“You talk about corrup-
tion. You committed liguor
scam, Jal Board
tion distribution, DTC
scam, classroom construc-
tion scam, panic button
(buses) scam and built a

‘sheesh mahal' for yourself
worth Rs 52 crore,” he said.

The BJP often uses the
“sheesh mahal’ jibe to attack
Kejriwal with allegations of
corruption in the renova-
tion of the residence he
used as the Delhi chief min-
ister. In an apparent pot-
shot at Kejriwal, the Union
home minister further said,
“Such is the situation today
that wherever he goes, he
appears like a bottle of
liquor to the people instead
of a human being.”

Shah exhorted people to
dislodge the AAP from pow-
erand give their mandate to
the BJP to make Delhi the
number one capital in the

country. He said that BJP
will make Delhi a beautiful
and cormuption-free city if it
isvoted to po

"All garbage hills will be
removed. City roads and
lanes will be cleaned. There
will be better water man-
agement in the city," he
said. "Strengthen Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
hands and form a double-
engine government (in Del-
hi) under the leadership of
PM Modi".

Campaigning for the BJP
eandidates, Shah also held
a road show in Shalimar
Bagh and held a public
meeting in Wazirpur, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
likely to address a poll ral-
ly at Deer Park on February
2, where the BIP's allies
are expected to be present.

Elections to the 70-mem-
ber Delhi Assembly will be
held on February 5 and the
votes counted on February
8.

Priority is to fix stalled development of Gandhi
Nagar if become MLA: Naveen Chaudhary 'Deepu’

Ravi Dalmiya
New Delhi

Aam Aad arty (AAP)
candidate Naveen Chaud-
hary Deepu during his Jan
Sampark program in
Kailash Nagar, Chand Mo-
halla, and East Azad Nagar,
East Delhi assured the peo-
ple that he would work on
war to fix the stalled devel-
opment of Gandhi Nagar as
soon as he became MLA.
He promised to never
disappoint the people and
would always be ready to
work for them.
ln:rmg the K

Karyakarta

1 the ele d.lun strat-

lan at Ra-
Jgnrh Colony office, he en-
couraged AAP workers and

egy wherein the party work-
ers expressed that the elec-

tion campaign is in full
swing in the area, and the
people of Gandhi Nagar

MERI Group of Institutions’ Global Startup Festival 2025
Ends on a High Note, Fueling Irmovatlon and Collaboration

New Delhi

The Global Startup Festival
2025, organized by MERI
Group of Institutions
through its MERI Startup
Hub, successfully took place
on.January 7-8, 2025, at the
Janakpuri campus of MERT
sroup of Institutions. The
two-day event brought to-
gether entrepreneurs, in-
vestors, and industry leaders,
focusing on sharing ideas,
addressing challenges, and
promoting collaboration
within the startup ecosys-
tem.

The festival kicked off with
the ceremonial lighting of a
lamp and the National An-
them, followed by the wel-
come address from Prof.
Lalit Aggarwal, Vice Presi-
dent of MERI, who high-
lighted innovation as a key
driver of societal progress.
Mr. Luv Aggarwal, CEO of
MERI Startup Hub, spoke
about the objectives of the

festival and how MERT has
plaved a role in facilitating
collaboration between en-
treprenenrs and investors.

A keynote address by Lt
Gen A B. Shivane, Strategic
Advisor to the Government
of India, discussed how start-
ups can contribute to India's
growth. Mr. Basem Hellis,
representing the Palestinian

importance of international
cooperation in the startup

space. One of the significant
highlights of the festival was
the launch of Lexyta, an Al-
powered tool for investment
underwriting and business
risk assessment. Lz(\'tnhr.lp:
businesses assess

providing useful insights for

Embassy, ! d the

both and in-

Aarti Chawla, AAP Municipal Councillor
from Rajendra Nagar joins BJP

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Aarti Chawla, an Aam And-
mi Party (AAP) Municipal
Councillor from Rajendra
Nagar, has joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the presence of
Delhi BJP President Viren-
dra Sachdeva.

Chawla, along with local
AAP leaders Rajat Chawla,
Deepak Nagpal, and Ramit
Arota, joined the party.

Sachdeva  criticized
Chawla's inclusion as a po-
litical setback for senior
AAP leader Durgesh
Pathak, who is responsible
for AAP's Delhi Municipal
Corporation affa

In support of BJP candi-
date Rajkumar Bhatia from
Adarsh Nagar, RWA Pres-

ident Vijender Sharma,
General Secretary of Keval
Park Extension RWA Hari
h Sharma, and oth-
ssociates joined the
BIP

Senior BJP leader from
Adarsh Nagar, Anubhav

Dheer, was also present.
Sachdeva welcomed AAP
and RWA members into
the BJP, stating that AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal
has taken his representa-
tives hostage and restricted
their service to the public

vestors. Panel discussions
during the day covered top-
ies such as startup chal-
lenges, entrepreneurship-
driven growth, and sustain-
ability, offering practical in-
sightsand solutions. The day
concluded with a startup
pitch session where over 30
startups presented their
ideas to investors,

‘The second day began with
a presentation by Mr. Luv
Aggarwal, providing further
details on Lexyta and its po-
tential impact on the startup
landscape. Panel discussions
for the day included “Tech-
nology and Innovation,” led
by Mr. Pankaj Jain, Manag-
ing Director of VCJ Trust, fo-
cusing on the role of tech-
nology and collaboration in
addressing global issues.
Rear Admiral Shekhar Mital
led another panel on “De-
fense and Startups,” dis-
cussing how innovation is
transforming defense tech-

nologies.

ICICI Bank also presented
financial strategies for start-
ups, offering guidance on
effective resource manage-
ment and sealing. The festi-
val concluded with a felici-
tation ceremony recogniz-
ing standout startups like
Expanse Cosmos, Colmen,
and Decor Earth, who were
awarded for their innova-
tive approaches.

The Global Startup Festi-
val 2025 provided a bl
platform for networking, col-
laboration, and learning.
MERI Group of Institutions
remains committed to sup-
porting startups and foster-
ing an environment where
entrepreneurs can thrive,
The event successfully con-
tributed to the ongoing ef-
forts of MERI Startup Hubin
connecting entrepreneurs
with the resources and guid-
ance they need to grow and
suceeed.

During the Karyakarta
Samman Sammelan at
Rajgarh Colony office,
he encouraged AAP
workers and discussed
the election strategy
wherein the party
workers expressed
that the election cam-
paign is in full swingin
the area, and the peo-
ple of Gandhi Nagar
‘want change.
I
want change,

A foat march was organ-
ized in Shiv Mandir, Chand
Mohalla, where Deepu met

with the people of Gandhi
Nagar to request their sup-
port. During the padyatra,
Deepu received complaints
from the public for being
cheated by previous MLAs
as well as stalled develop-
ment work, sewerage filling,
garbage in streets, drain
clogging, and lack of clean
water.

After the padyatra, a
meeting was held in East
Azad Nagar, where he crit-
icized the current BJP MLA
for not doing enough in the
past five years, He assured
that the entire constituen-
ey would become an exem-
plary area in terms of de-
velopment works.

Boy missing for 3
years successfully
recovered by
Crime Branch

Hemant Kumar
New Delhi

-year-old boy reported
missing or kidnapped for
three years has been suc-
cessfully recovered by a team
of the NR-IT and Snatching
unit of the Crime Branch,
Delhi.

The operation was con-
ducted through sustained
and coordinated efforts, in-
cluding technical input
analysis and on-ground in-
telligence gathering. The
case was registered at PS
Begum Pur, Delhi under
Section 363 IPC, and the
Delhi Police launched an
immediate search and in-
vestigative effort to trace
her whereabouts.

A special team of NR-
1/Crime Branch under the
supervision of Tnsp. Sandeep
Swarmni and overall guidance
of ACP/NR-IIS 8h. Naren-
der Singh employed a mul-
fi-pronged strategy mvolving
the analysis of multiple Call
Detail Records (CDRs) re-
lated to both the victim and
possible suspects. Parallel
to this technical evaluation,
on-ground enquiries were
conducted to gatheraction-
able leads.

"Late into the investiga-
tion, a credible tip-off indi-
cated the presence of the
missing/kidnapped minor
in the vicinity of H. NO.13J
block Shakurpur Delhi. The
team immediately acted on
this intelligence and carried
out a carefully planned raid
in the area, resulting in the
safe recovery of the victim,”
said DCP Crime branch
Satish Kumar.

Following the recovery,
the minor boy was brought
to PS Begumpur and hand-
ed over to the Investigating
Officer. Further legal action
and investigation will be
cartied out by the concerned
police authorities to ensure
the victim's safety and bring
those responsible to justice.

Nadda criticized Kejriwal for scams in the
name of water, medlcmes & bus purchases

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Union Minister and BJP
National President JP Nad-
da on Tuesday addressed a
public meeting in Krish-
nanagar, where he criti-
cized the AAP y for its
anarchy and lack of real
work.

Nadda criticized Arvind
Kejriwal for his statements
about paison in Haryana
water and his efforts to
create a state-state con-
flict. Is this anti-national
work or not? Nadda asked

Nadda criticized Kejriw-
al for his scams in the
name of water, medicines,
and bus purchases.

"Arvind Kejriwal had
carlier said that he will
clean the Yamuna water
but he committed a scam
of 8000 crores inits clean-
ing. Even today foam is
visible in the Yamuna wa-
ter,” he said.

He also eriticized Kejri-

wal for not allowing the
implementation of the
Ayushman Yojana in Delhi.

Nadda also attacked
Congress leader and Op-
position Leader Rahul
Gandhi, stating that he in-
sulted India by going
abroad. He called for the
people of Defhi to decide
the importance of making
the lotus bloom in Delhi

and urged them to retire

from p

Former Union Minister
Harsh Vardhan, BJP can-
didate Dr. Anil Goyal, BIP
candidate Arvinder Singh
Lovely, Gandhinagar MLA
Anil Shahdara District
President Deepak Gaba,
local eorporation coun-
cilors, and workers were
present.

Rs 500 notes are being distributed along with calendars
by AAP party to influence voters alleged Delhi BJP

TR Wi

Abhis
New
Parvesh Sahib Singh, BJP
candidate from the New
Delhi  Assembly con-
stituency, has expressed
concerns over suspicious
activities during the elec-
tions in Delhi, allegedly
orchestrated by Arvind Ke-
jriwal and the entire Aam
Aadmi Party.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the party office,
he stated that ¥8 lakh in
cash has been recovered
along with Aam Aadmi
Party campaign materials,
indicating attempts to ma-
nipulate the election
process.

Singh warned that Del-
hi's security is at risk in the

k Byahut

coming four days, as a
large number of people
from Punjab are entering

specific settlements uncf:-r
the pretext of election cam-
paigning,

He al]egcz!:hnuhe/\am
Aasdmi Party is resorting to
intimidation and decep-

tion as they foresee their
defeat. He alle ged that
500 notes are being dis-
tributed along with calen-
dars to influence voters.
Healso referenced the Del-
hi liquor scam, suggesting
that the same government
that paid lawyers' fees
amounting to %25 crore
using public funds is now
trying to mislead voters

out of fear of losing power,
Sahib Singh urged the
people of Delhi tostay alert

sion. He also urged citizens
to inform authorities if a

registered vehicles
spotted or individuals are
seen distributing money.




Army troops
foil infiltration
bid along LoC
in J-K's Poonch

Army troops on Thurs-
day foiled an infiltration
attempt by a group of
heavily-armed terrorists
along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Poonch district
of Jammu and Kashmir,
seeurity officials said.

Alert Army troops
picked up the movement
of the terrorists trying to
sneak into this side from
across the LoC in Khari
Karmara area, leading to
a gunfight between the
two sides, the officials
said.

They said at least two
terrorists were hit by
the bullets in the Army
firing but it was not im-
mediately known wheth-
er they were dead or in-
jured.

Reinforcements have
rushed to the scene
with thick foliage and a
search operation is un-
derway, the officials said,
adding further details
are awaited.

Punjab AAP
leaders condemn
EC action at CM
Mann's residence
in Delhi

Chandigarh:
Punjab ministers Har-
pal  Singh Cheema
and Aman Arora have
strongly criticized the
Election Commission
(EC) and Delhi Police
over the raid at Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann's  official resi-
dence in New Del
Taking to X, both lead-
ers called the move po-
litically motivated and
accused the BJP of tar-
geting Punjab and its
leadership.

Finance
Harpal Singh Cheema
said, "@ECISVEEP,

along with Delhi Police,
conducted raids on CM

@BhagwantMann Ji's
official residence to-
day. He is an elected
CM, and such actions
reek of dirty poli

EC must take notice
of @BJP4qIndia candi-
dates distributing cash
to voters before doing
such raids. Democracy
deserves better!"

Cabinet Minister
Aman Arora also con-
demned the raid, call-
ing it an act of ven-
detta by the BJP. He
stated, "AAP’s victory
and their own defeat is
a reality written on the
wall, but @BJP4India
is unable to accept it.
The raid at the Delhi
residence of Punjab’s
Hon'ble CM @Bhag-
wantMann is the latest
episode in BJP’s polit-
ical vendetta against
Punjab and Punjabis,
which neither the peo-
ple of Punjab nor Delhi
will tolerate.""

The raid has trig-
gered a political storm,
with AAP leaders alleg-
ing that the BJP is us-
ing central agencies to
intimidate opposition
leaders ahead of elee-
tions.

o
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New initiatives being taken to
promote investment: Nayab Saini

Komal Ramola

Faridabad: -

yana Chief

Minister Nay-

ab Singh Saini

has said new initiatives

are being taken to en-

courage industrial in-

stitutions and promote

investment for the eco-

nomie progress of the
state.

e said policies will
be simplified on the
basis of suggestions re-
ceivedinthe pre-budget
consultation meetings
and he himself will re-
view the issues related
to the Haryana Enter-
prise Promotion Cen-
tre (HEPC) every three
months.

The Chief Minister
was chairing the sixth
meeting of the pre-
budget  consultation
with stakeholders re-
lated to the manufac-
turing sector for the
financial year 2025-26
in Faridabad on Thurs-
day. In the meeting,
representatives of vari-
ous organizations relat-
ed to the manufactur-
ing sector put forward
their suggestions for
the upcoming Budget.

State Industry and

Commerce Minis-
ter Rao Narbir
Revenue and Di
Management Minister
Vipul Goel, Minister

State for Food and
Civil Supplies, Rajesh
Nagar,Minister of State
for Sports, Gaurav
Gautam, former min-
ister and MLA Mool-
chand Sharma and oth-
ers were present in the
meeting.

Saini_heard careful-
ly to the suggestions
of the representatives
who participated in the

meeting and also as-
sured them to consider
the necessary issues in
the upcoming Budget.
He said in the Budget,
meaningful efforts will
be made to meet the
current needs as well
as long-term goals.

The upcoming
Budget is a reflection
of our collective am-
bitions and priorities.
For its preparations,it
is mecessary that we
communicate with all
sections of soclety S0
that necessary positive

People of Delhi will not be
misled by Kejriwal: CM Saini

Chandigarh;
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said
that the upcoming state
budget will prioritize the
weh".'lre of the people, en-

ring full representation
for all sections of society,
including farmers, youth,
women, and traders.

Saini made these
remarks while inter-
acting with the media
after presiding over a
meeting with indus-
trialists and repre-
sentatives from the
textile industry in Pa-
nipat today.

In response to a
question  regarding
former Delhi  Chief
Minister, Arvind Ke-
jriwal’s statement,
Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini
said that baseless
propaganda  should
not be spread for po-
litical gain.

He accused Kejriwal
of insulting the people
of Haryana and as-
serted that the people
of Delhi will not he
misled by him again.
Nayab Singh Saini
further added that the
situation in Delhi had
become unimaginable,
something  Kejriwal
himself is aware of.

“The people of Delhi
ave him two chances,
ut this time, they will

not offer him another,

as he failed to meet
their expectations,” he
stated.

The Chief Minister
said that the Central
Government had allo-
cated Rs 8,500 crores
to the Delhi Govern-
ment for setting up
Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs), but nei-
ther the STPs were
established nor could
the funds be account-
ed for. He pointed out
that the streets of Del-

h] are flooded with
water, clean drinking
water is not available
in households, and
even the ponds re-
main neglected. There
is a severe lack of wa-
ter distribution. In-
stead of addressing
these issues, Arvin
Kejriwal is focusing
more on rhetorie, the
Chief Minister added.
Responding to a
question about the
civic elections in Har-
yana, the Chief Minis-
ter said that the party
is fully prepareg for
the Mayor's election.

efforts can be made to
fulfill the needs and
dreams of every citizen
of Haryana, he added.

Saini said in the last
few years, the state has
made remarkable pro-

ss in various fields,
including  agriculture,
industry, education, in-
frastructure and tech-
nology.

Giving priority to
constructive es-
tions for strengthen-

ing rural economy,
promoting in dustrial
mvestment, empow-

ering youth through
skill development and
social welfare, proper
representation will be
given in the Budget.

To make it inclusive,
a_meeting was held
with representatives of
different sectors and
their suggestions were
also taken.

He also assured to
sympathetically  con-
sider the suggestions
put forward by the rep-
resentatives regarding
food processing, im-
proving public trans-
port, promoting facili-
ties in industrial areas,
promoting small indus-
tries, skill development,
promoting MSMEs,
ease of doing business.
and necessary reforms
in industrial policy.

In the meeting, Chief
Principal Secretary to
the Chief Minister, Ra-
jesh Khullar, said the
Chief Minister, who
also holds the charge
of the Finance Ministry,
has taken a new initia-
tive for the Budget this
time. Along with state
residents, other citi-
zens can also give their
suggestions online for
the Budget.

UP man sets self, woman
ablaze after her marriage
got fixed with another man

Pratapgarh (UP):

A 29-year-old man set
Thimself and his partner
ablaze after her wedding
was fixed with another
man in the Kohndour
area here, police said.
The  woman
cumbed to her injuries

pital, they said.
Vikas Kumar Yadav
of Chandoka allegedly

ing petrol on himself
and Neelu Yadav (22) of
Laulipokhta Kham.
"Preliminary
tigations suggest that
Vikas Yadav committed
the act. The two were

reportedly in a relation-

ship but Neelu Yadav's
wedding was scheduled
for March 2nd," Deputy

sue-

while the man is in hos-

ignited a fire after pour-

inves-

Superintendent of Po-
lice Shivnarayan Vaish
said that.

"Vikas Yadav allegedly
called her to the farm
and, with the intention
of suicide, poured petrol
on both of them before
setting it alight. Vikas
Yadav is currently un-
able to provide a state-
ment due to his inju-
ries,” said the officer.

While Neelu Yadav
died at the scene due to
severe burns, Vikas Ya-
dav also sustained seri-
ous burns and has been
admitted to a medical
college for treatment.
The scene has been
inspected and a field
unit  has been dis-
patched to collect fo-
rensic evidence.

Haryana CM launches registration
process for Faridabad Half Marathon-2.0

Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief Minis-
ter, Nayab Singh Saini,
on Thursday, launched
the registration process
for Half Marathon-2.0,
scheduled to be held on
March ¢ in Faridabad.
To kick off the event, the
Chief Minister personal-
Iy registered online and
encouraged  residents
of the district to partic-
ipate enthusiastically in
this grand event.

The event was also
attended by Industri
and Commerce Minis-
ter Rao Narbir Singh,
Revenue and Urban
Local Bodies Minister
Vipul Goel, Minister
of State for Food, Civil
Supplies and Consum-
er Affairs Sh. Rajesh
Nagar, Minister of
State for Sports Gaurav
Gautam, Chief Prin-
cipal Secretary to the
Chief Minister Rajesh
Khullar, and Addition-
al Chief Secretary for
Finance and Planning
Anurag Rastogi.

Chief Minister Nay-
ab Singh Saini stated
that under the Har-
yana Uday Outreach
Program, the message
of a Drug-Free Hary-
ana is being spread to
the people of the state
through  marathons

Regional workshop organized for
preparation of DDU- GKY and RSETIS 2.0.

T

Rajesh Tomar/ Akash
Jain

. Agra:

A two-day regional
workshop was organized
on Thursday at Hotel
Courtyard by Marriott
for the determination
of the action plan of
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Grameen Kaushalya Yo-
jana and Rural Self Em-
ployment Training Insti-
tute 2.0.

During the workshop
officials  and  subject
experts  implementing
more than 100 schemes
including Uttar Pradesh,
eight other states Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Him-
achal Pradesh, Rajast-
han, Haryana, Punjab,
Uttarakhand,  Ladakh
and Uttar Pradesh par-
ticipated.

By providing modern
and employment orient-
ed training to the youth
of the entire country,
brainstorming is being
done for the outline of
the program for increas-
ing their skill capacity

and self employmem /
emplo‘.mnnr
Yadav,

Min-
istry of Rural Devel-
opment, Government
of India, who attended
the above 2-day, re-
gional workshop as
the Chief Guest, gave
detailed  information
about all the aspects of
implementing the said
scheme in 2025-26 and

aj
Jclm Secretary,

the Ministry of Rural
Development, Govern-
ment of India provided
guidance on the efforts /
suggestions being made
by the states for all the
components related to
this scheme.

Along with him, Mr.
Abhishek Singh, Mis-
sion Director, Uttar
Pradesh Skill Develop-
ment Mission and more
than 100 officers from

other states are partiei-
pating in the workshop.
On the first day of the
o2-day workshop, the
officials of the Ministry
of Rural Development,
Government of India
gave detailed informa-
tion about the activities
related to the entire op-
eration of the new ver-
sion 2.0 of Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana.

held across Hary: ana.
To inspire the youth
to move forward with
renewed energy and a
positive attitude, the
Haryana Government
is encouraging people
to stay away from so-
cial evils by organizing
awareness campaigns
through initiatives
like Rahgiri and mara-
thons. He called on the
citizens of the state to
actively participate in
this noble cause and
contribute to reahzmg
the vision of a Dru;
Free, Mealthy, an
Prosperou: Haryana.
While congratulating
the people of the dis-

trict for the Faridabad

Half darathon-2.0,
the Chief Minister
highlighted that this
event has become an
annual tradition for
the city. He urged the
residents to make this

ar's event a suecess,
just like the previous
one, by participating
in large numbers in
lhe marathon, which
is orgamzed under
the 1heme "Drug-Free
Haryana."

Deputy Commis-
sioner Vikram Singh
said that the district
administration has be-
gun preparations for
the Chief Minister's

Participate in Haryana's Most Prestigious |

Join n‘e;'m

initiative of Haryana

2

Half  Marathon-2.0.

Representatives from

the Runmers Club,

nd  various

ons will be

t in the

with people

from  different Ee
groups, including t

youth, ihuwmg great

enthusiasm. He en-

couraged everyone to

register for Half Mar-

athon-2.0 at https://

faridabadhalfmara-
thon.com/.
Former Minister

and MLA Mool Chand
Sharma, along with
other dignitaries,
were also present on
this occasion.

Dalit bodies protest against vandalising
of AmbedKkar statue, demand inquiry

__Ferozepur (Punjab):
Several Dalit bodies on
Thursday held protests
here against the van-
dalising of a statue of B
R Ambedkar by a man
in Amritsar on Republic
Day.

All commercial estab-
lishments, educational
institutions and mar-
kets remained shut in
the wake of the call for
a 'bandh’' given by the
Dalit organisations.

Dalit leaders Deep
Dashanan and Vijay
Goriya strongly con-
demned the incident
and demanded an in-
quiry into it.

"The matter should
be probed by inde-
pendent agencies
or the senior judg-
es. Though the police
arrested the accused,
there should be an in-
quiry to know who was
behind the incident. It
is a conspiracy against
the Dalit Samaj," said
Dashanan.

The protesters also
carried out a proces-

sion and raised slo-
gans against the Union
and the state govern-
ment.

A heavy police force
was deployed in the
city after the call for
the bandh.

On January 26, po-
lice arrested Akash
Singh, a resident of
Dharamkot in Pun-
Jjab's Moga district, for
allegedly damaging
the Ambedkar statue
at the Town Hall on
Ileritage Street that

i ]

leads te the Golden
Temple in Amritsar.
A video clip purport-
edly of the incident
surfaced on social me-
dia, showing a man
carrying a  hammer
and climbing atop the
statue using a steel
ladder. He is seen hit-
ting the statue mul-
tiple times with the
hammer.

‘The man also caused
damage to the Consti-
tution book, which is
part of the statue.
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“Delhi Assembly Elections: Kejriwal’s
Poisoned Narrative or Real Issues at Stake”?

n Election Over-
shadowed by
Yamuna's ‘Poison’
The upcoming Del-
hi Assembly elections
should lLlEd”} focus
on governance, infra-
structure, healthcare,
education, and public
services. However, the
political discourse has
taken a dramatic turn
after Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's alle-
gations that the Hary-
ana government is de-
liberately poisoning the
Yamuna River to create
a water crisis in Del
This narrative, strategi-
cally pushed by Kejriw-
al and the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), has dom-
inated election debates,
pushing real issues
such as roads, street-
lights, public health,
and urban develop-
ment—to the sidelines.
As all major political
parties—AAP, BJP, and

into

S the

people of Dell ale left
wondering: will this

election be about sen-
sational claims, or will
it be about real govern-
ance?

The *Poisoning’
Controversy: AAP’s
Election Strategy?

Arvind Kejriwal has
built his political brand
on public outreach and
playing the victim card
when needed. His latest
claim that the Harya-
na BJP government is
poisoning the Yamuna
to cripple Delhi’s water
supply appears to be a
calculated move to steer
the election away from
core governance issues.
By positioning himself
as the protector of Delhi
against external threats,
Kejriwal seeks to rally
volers around the idea
that only AAP stands for
Delhi's interests.

This strategy serves
multiple purposes:

*Diverting Attention:
By making the election
about an external crisis,
AAP avoids discussions
on failures in govern-
ance, including infra-
structural gaps and mis-
management.

‘Ehvm;, the ‘Delhi vs.
BJP' Card: The ruling
party in Haryana is the
BJP, which also governs
at the Centre. Kejriwal
is using this as an op-
portunity to paint the
BJP as an outsider try-
ing to sabotage Delhi.

*Keeping Opposition
on the Back Foot: In-
stead of presenting a
counter-narrative, BJP
and Congress have been
foreed to respond to Ke-
Jriwal's allegations, thus
reinforcing the discus-
sion he set.

While AAP leaders
have taken this message
to the streets, social

media, and campaign
speeches, opposition
parties have failed to
ring back focus on
pressing  governance

concerns.

Real Issues of Del-
hi: What the Election
Should Be About

While the water con-
troversy dominates
headlines, Delhi’s resi-
dents continue to strug-
gle with unresolved
civic and governance
issues that should have
been the focal point of
this election Delhi's
roads remain choked
with traffic despite sev-
eral promises to im-
prove public transpor-
tation. While the Delhi
Metro is a success story,
the last-mile connectiv-
ity remains weak. Buses
are in short supply, and
auto-rickshaw fares are
often arbitrary. The
AAP government had
promised to introduce
more eleetric buses, but

the rollout has been
sluggish.
While Kejriwal

blames Haryana for the
water crisis, the reality
is that Delhi’s water dis-
tribution system is in-
efficient. Even in areas
with piped supply, leak-
age and illegal tapping
ead to wastage. The
Delhi Jal Board (DJB),
under AAP, has failed
to address the deeper
issue of water misman-
agement, and despite
the talk of free water,
many colonies still rely
on expensive tanker
services.

Every winter, Delhi
turns into a gas cham-
ber, yet no real action
has been taken beyond
knee-jerk odd-even
policies. The pollution
issue is complex, in-
volving vehicular emis-
sions, construction dust,
and stubble burning
in neighboring states.
However, Delhi’'s own
contribution to the
problem—such as poor
waste management and
unchecked industrial
pollution—remains

Kejriwal has often
showcased government
schools and Mohalla
Clinics as his biggest
achievements. ~ While
there has been some im-
provement in education
infrastructure, reports
suggest that student
learning levels have not
significantly improved.
Similarly, while Mohal-
la Clinics provide basic
healthcare, they are
ill-equipped for serious
medical cases, forcing
people to rely on large
hospitals where waiting
times remain high.

Infrastructure Gaps:
Broken Roads and Poor
Street Lighting

Delhi’s roads are full
of potholes, and despite
repeated claims of im-
provement, commuters

continue to struggle.
Poorly lit streets have
also  contributed  to
rising concerns about
women’s safety in sev-
eral areas. The delay in

Tﬂﬂj()r infrastructure
projects, such as the
Eastern and Western

Peripheral Expressways,
has further added to
congestion woes.

The Rising Cost of
Living in Delhi

While AAP offers free
water and electricity,
Delhiites are paying a
hidden cost in the form
of rising indirect taxes
and fuel prices. The cost
of essential services, in-
cluding property taxes
and commercial elec-
tricity bills, has gone
up. Small businesses
e also facing challeng-
es, but economic issues
have taken a back seat
in this election.

BJP and Congress:
Failing to Set the
Agenda

While Kejriwal dom-
inates the election nar-
rative, BJP and Con-
gress have struggled to
highlight  governance
failures effectively. The
BJP, despite being the
ruling party at the Cen-
tre, has been reactive
rather than proactive.
It has failed to coun-
ter Kejriwal’s claims
with a strong develop-
ment-oriented agenda.

Congress, on the oth-
er hand, remains a weak
force in Delhi. After
being in power for 15
years under Sheila Dik-
shit, the party lost its
relevance in the capital.
It has failed to posmon
itself as a viable alter-
native, a s lbaderc
are barely visible in the
campaign.

The BJP's best bet re-
mains exposing AAP's
governance lapses—

such as the liquor policy
scam, irregularities in
government  spending,
and its failure to im-
prove Delhi’'s basic in-
frastructure. Howe
the party has not b(‘on
able to mount a strong
enough campaign to
shift voter focus away
from Kejriwal's water
narrative.

Way forward :Will
Delhi Voters See
Through the Diver-
sion?

The Delhi Assembly
elections should be a
referendum on govern-
ance, infrastructure,
and public welfare, but
Kejriwal’s ‘poisoned
Yamuna' narrative has
suecessfully hijacked
the debate. Instead of
questioning why Del-
hi's roads, water sup-
ply, public transport,
and pollution control
remain inadequate, the
election is revolving
around an alleged con-
spiracy by Haryana.

The big question now
is whether Delhi’s vot-
ers will see through this
diversion. Will they de-
mand accountability on
real governance issues,
or will they be swayed
by the emotional appeal
of an external threat?

As polling day ap-
proaches, it remains to
be seen whether the BJP
and Congress can bring
the focus back to Delhi’s

al issues. Otherwise,
jriwal's strategy of

s-driven polities
might once again hand
AAP an electoral ad
tage, even as the city’s
pressing problems con-
tinue to be ignored.

(The Writer is an Edi-
tor, Star View)

By Priyanka Saurabh

One must consider the
limitations of a legendary
city that is tasked with
ensuring the safety of
80 million people while
maintaining its religious
heritage. How can a
hundred people live in a
space designed for ten?
This is an important issue
to consider. Moreover,
the nexus between VVIP
culture and the govern-
ment’s pursuit of profits,
which involves leasing
out every available piece
of land for revenue and
involving middlemen,
further complicates the
matter. This is a matter
of religious devotion, not
competition or frenzy.

Prayagraj stampede: Administrative

negligence or frenzy of devotees?

t is unfortunate to
hear about the stam-

pede in Prayagraj,
which resulted the
loss of many lives. The

incident will undoubt-
edly give rise to wide-
sprea discussions on
various media platforms.
‘The opposition will erit-
icize, while the govern-
ment will attempt to jus-
tify its actions, but those
who have died cannot be
brought back. This is not

the first time this has
happened.
During the Kumbh

Mela of the year 2013,
the bath of Mauni
Amavasya was on the
banks of Sangam in
Prayagraj on Sunday,
10 February. 35 people
died due 1o crushing
and falling. While doz-
ens of people were in-
jured. They were treat-
ed in the hospital for
several days. In 1954,
Nehru ji took a bath
in Sangam on the day
of Mauni Amavasya,
which was the main
attraction of this fair.
A tragic accident also
occurred  during  this
Kumbh Mela. Dur-
ing the bath of Mauni
Amavasya, an elephant
went out of control, and
a_ stampede occurred.
About 500 F(‘opl(’ died
in this accident.

After the stampede,
loudspeakers were
used to control the
crowd and give infor-
mation. Apart from
this, more than 1000
street lights were in-
stalled to illuminate the
fair at night. This inci-
dent shook the whole
country. After this, the

use of elephants in
the Kumbh Mela was
banned forever. Organ-
ize a small program in
your house; it takes a
Tot of effort to conduct
it safely, but here the
whole world has come
in crores of people.

One must_ consid-
er the limitations of a
legendary city that is
tasked with ensuring
the safety of 80 million
people while maintain-
ing its religious herit-
age. How can a hun-
dred people live in a
s[én_r(j designed for ten?
This is an important is-
sue to consider. Moreo-
ver, the nexus between
VVIP culture and the
government’s pursuit
of profits, which in-
volves leasing out every
available piece of land
for revenue and involv-
ing middlemen, further
complicates the mat-
ter. This is a matter of
religious devotion, not
competition or fwn?\ A

Some _ people are
callingh it the failure
f e ndmlmslm-
tion. It is very easy to
write and criticize, but
where there is a crowd

of lakhs —md crores of
Beople, a large num-

er of them are elderly.
Where a large number
of devotees are bath-
ing at the ghats, a large
number of devotees are
coming out after bath-
ing, and a large number
of devotees are going to
take a bath at Sangam
There is a possibility
of an accident, and un-
fortunately an accident
has happened.

Always  remember.
The administration
cannot help everyone
to take a bath. An ac-
cident can happen an-
ywhere. Neither is the
administration at fault,
nor can it be called a
conspiracy of the op-
position. This is just
an accident. After the
accident, the situation
in the entire Sangam
area is completely nor-
mal, but the media is
creating sensation for
its TRP. Whereas the
media has the respon-
sibility to report on the
reason behind the inci-
dent (stampede).

|I)m1 from this, peo-
have come to Maha
umbh with the same

A
devotion and faith;
they should also have
a sense of duty with
the same devotion.
They should follow the
rules, diseciplin and
warnings of the gov-
ernment with the same
faith. When there is
an unexpected crowd
in Ayodhya and Kashi,
the numl of de 'nf
tees articipatin,
the l\f.\ln é’uml)i |n
Prayagraj cannol even
be estimated. Everyone
should not insist on
bathing only at Triveni
Sangam; bathing ghats
have been built and
Splead over forty kilo-
meters here and there,
i.e., eighty kllumelers
Please cooperate in the
arrangements by bath-
ing there.

It seems that the gov-
ernment is focused on
showing itself as the
best organizer, while
some people are more
interested in promot-
ing Sanatan through
socnl media, neglect-
ing the sentiments of
common devotees. For
about 45 days during
Brahma Kalpa, Sha-
hi Snan (Royal Bath)
takes place daily, yet

our religious leaders
have not communicat-
ed it to the devotees ef-
fectively.

The real importance
of Kumbh bathing has
not been explained
to the public by these
leaders. If the religious
figures who frequently
appear on television to
discuss Sanatan Dhar-
ma had stressed the
importance of bathing
during each prahar
during these 45 days
of Kalpavas, the huge

crowds could have
been spread over dif-
ferent days, potentially

preventing such trage-
1es.

Due to excessive pub-
licity, a huge crowd
gathered in  Maha
Kumbh. Apart from
this, excessive impor-
tance given to VIPs
1nd stopping or send-
ing back the common
people on many routes
or providing separate
routes for VIPs on the
path of salvation is also
a reason. Only a small
mistake is needed for
a stampede. Another
thing is that influential
or rich people usurp
the rights of common
pilgrims by using their
money and push them
back. Is this not a sin?
Will Ganga able to
wash away the sins of
such sinners? May the
departed souls rest in
peace.

(Priyanka Saurabh,
Research Scholar in
Political ~ SciencePoet-
ss, Independent jour-
nalist and columnist)
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It's a bad news that
one day your sin will
be uncovered but the
good news is that not
all the sins and the
bad news over this
ood news is that you
don’t know which ones
will be uncovered and
which ones will re-
main covered. Your
life becomes misera-
ble only with one sin
uncovered,  imagine
how miserable your
life will be if all of your
sins are uncovered.
You are never strong
enough to fight your
own weakness and
never weak enough to
empower your —own
strengths. Life is far
forgiving that we feel.
We oppress it much
more than it does to us,
it overlooks much of
our mistakes than
we do to its. We
know the rules of
life but we never

it, it
our mistakes, it fades

the pain away, it bears

Wi,

THE WISDOM TREE
UVEEN KUMAR

COVERED SIN

the scars, it walks us
through from ground
to stars. But we take
it for granted, make it
suffer knowingly, fail
it at important rou-
tines, push it to go
extreme, force it to
experiment with any-
thing and everything,
put it through to dam-
aging situation, drive
it to wrong direction.
We sometimes behave
with life as if it belongs
to someone else, we
sometimes are so cruel
with life as if it is made
of something else. Give
your life a five star as a
Tating if you think it
deserves it, give your
life an excellent review
if you think it deserves
it, glorify it, nnﬁmf\ it,
gr‘mfy it 1f)uu think it
eserves it. don’t un-
derrate it don’t over-|
rate it just conflate
it and gwe your life
a life that it starts
living for life.

Moral:
Every sin
is forgiva-|
ble and every
virtue is immortal.
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Par panel likely to take up issues of fake
and paid news, neglect of serious news

New Delhi

ssues of "rampant”

paid news, fake nes

many TV news chan-

nels focussing on sen-
sationalism, and tradition-
al newspapers' struggle due
to digital disruption and
declining readership are
likely to figure in a parlia-
mentary committee meet-
ing on Friday, NewsDrum
reported.

The standing committee
on Communications and
Information Technology
headed by BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey is sched-
uled to "review implemen-
tation of laws related to all
forms of media" in the
meeting in which a host of
factors related to the media
will be discussed.

Sources Thursday said
the panel may also high-
lights its concerns over dis-
proportionate coverage giv-
en to crime and celebrity

news at the cost of impor-

tant and serious news as
some channels turn to sen-
sationalism in chasing
TRPs.

Media trials of sensa-
tional cases at times shape
public opinion and affect
their legal course, and the

committee cannot overlook
it, the sources said.

That TV debates often
turn into a platform for
shouting matches and
mud-slinging are expect-
ed to figure in the meeting
as well.

A source said conflict of

Economy in slowdown; people reeling

under 'no jobs, raging mﬂatmn Congress

New Delhi
Ahead of the Union Budget,
the Congress on Thursday

d the government's
handling of the economy,
asserting that there is a
slowdown with “no jobs,
raging inflation, stagnating
wages and huge income in-
equality”.

Senior Congress leader
and former finance minister
P Chidambaram said the
economic growth could
even fall by up to 2 per cent
as compared with the pre-
vious year.

He made the remarks at
the Congress’ 24, Akbar
Road office after releasing
the ‘Real State of the Econ-
omy2025' report prepared
by former party MP Rajeev
Gowda and his team.

"The economy is in a
slowdown... that cannot be
denied at all, however,
much the government may
try to do that the economy
is in a slowdown and it may
fall up to two per cent of the
previous year's growth,” he
suid at the press confer-
ence,

“There are no jobs. Youth
unemployment is close to
40 per cent. There are no
jobs despite the PM hand-
ing out letters to people

from time to time. That is
just filling of vacant posts
and does not involve cre-
ation of new jobs,” he said.

Chidambaram said wages
have stagnated for the last
four-five years.

“Inflation is raging, with
food, education and health-
care inflation is in double
digits. Inflation has been
raging since 2-3 years,” the
Congress leader said.

Noting that there is huge
income inequality, Chi-
dambaram said he does
concede that the top 20-30
per cent may be better off
but the rest of the 70 per-
cent, the bottom half, is liv-
ing on Rs 100-150 a day.

“There is huge inequality

and that gap between the
rich and the poor is grow-
ing. The government has
done nothing to deal with
it,” he said. Chidambaram
said many of the facts men-
tioned in the report released
by the party are conve-
niently buried by the Union
government.

“Therefore, Prof. Rajeey
Gowda's team decided to
present the report on the
real state of the economy,
even as the unreal state of
the economy is put forward
by the government every-
day, every hour,” he said.

The on Budget will
be preseénted by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on February 1.

interests involving media
owners, journalists and po-
litical entities affects cred-
ibility of the news and that
ethical boundaries are
crossed many a time due to
lack of strong regulatory
mechanism.

Among other key issues

that may draw the com-
‘mittee's concerns is the ex-
pensive and long-drawn le-
gal battles faced by jour-
nalists and media houses
that discourage investiga-
tive journalism.

Severe financial crunch
facing regional and ver-
nacular media, and fake
news is playing "havoc” in
the country, especially dur-
ing elections, a source said.

Amongother items like-
Iy to invite the panel's at-
tention is the control of so-
cial media by big corpo-
rate firm based abroad as it
can deliver an irreparable
damage to the society, po-
litical leaders, political par-
ties and even to the country
unless regulated properly.

Information and Broad-
casting secretary, Prasar
Bharti CEO, Press Registrar
General and Press Council
of India chairperson are
among the important func-

tionaries who are expected
to appear before the com-
mittee.

The panel is also expect-
ed to traverse the journey
of laws and other mecha-
nism related to the media
since the enactment of the
Press and Registration of
Books (PRB) Act, 1867,
which was later replaced
with the Press and Regis-
tration of Periodicals Bill,
2023.

The functioning of the
Press Council of India
(PCI), a statutory quasi-
judicial body which fune-
tions under the Press Coun-
«il of India Act, 1978 is also
likely to come up for dis-
cussion, the sources said.

The PCI's main objec-
tives include preserving the
freedom' of press, and

India to develop its own
Al model in next 10
months: Vaishnaw

New Delhi

India’s large langnage mod-
el (LLM) is expected to be
ready within the next 10
months, said the Minister
of Electronics and IT Ash-
wini Vaishnaw on Thurs-
day.

“We have created the
framework, and it is being
launched today. Our focus
is on building AI models
that maintain the Indian
context and culture,” he
said at a press conference
on the India AT Mission.

He said the project will
be supported by the India
AI Compute Facility which
has procured 18,603 GPUs
to facilitate the creation of
a LLM designed specifical-
Iy for India.

The minister also em-

phasised India’s Al capa-
hﬂmu by comparing the
meh) s mha:rmcturc to

and
the standards of newspa-
pers and the news agencies
in India.

global

“DeepSeek Al was
trained on 2,000 GPUs,
ChatGPT was trained on

25,000 GPUs, and we now
have 15,000 high-end
GPUs available. India now
has a robust compute fa-
cility that will support our
Alambitions,” a media re-
port quoted him as saying.

“The technical partners
started working and in-
vesting well before the fi-
nalisation This facility will
be available for everyone to
use,” Vaishnaw added.

The IT minister also
praised Chinese startup
DeepSeek for shaking up
the sector with its low-cost
Al assistant, likening its
frugal approach to his gov-
ernment’s efforts to build a
localized AT model.

It is to be highlighted
that the DeepSeek has trig-
gered a dramatic rethink on
artificial intelligence spend-
ing around the world,
claiming it took just two
months and cost under $6
million to build an Al mod-
el using Nvidia's less-ad-
vineed H800 chips.

Indian Industries Association (IIA) Announces Build Bharat Expo-
2025: A New Platform for Global Trade and Industrial Innovation

New Delhi
The Indian Industries As-
sociation (T1A) Delhi Chap-
ter officially announced the
Build Bharat Expo-2025
during a press conference.
This major industrial event
will take place from March
19 to 21, 2025, at India Expo
Centre, Hall No. 06, New
Delhi. The objective of the
Expo is to showease India's
manufacturing capabilities
on a global stage, promote
industrial innovation, and
strengthen trade collabora-
tion. It will provide a signif-
icant opportunity for Indian
entrepreneurs and indus-
tries to exhibit their techni-
cal expertise and products.

Dr. Mamtamayi
Priyadarshini, Chairperson
of A Delhi Chapter, stated,
“Build Bharat Expo-2025
will serve as a testament to
the strength, innovation,
and self-reliance of Indian
industries. This event will
help Indian industries com-
pete globally and play a cru-
cial role in establishing In-
dia 15 a global manufactur-
ing hub.”

The inauguration cere-
mony will take place on
March 19, 2025, at 11:00
AM, with prominent leaders
from the industry, govern-

)

Imnmw'yuusmus Association

ment officials, and investors
in attendance. The closing
ceremony will be held on
March 21, 2025, with Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman as the chief
guest. Several important
sessions will be held during
the three-day event, focus-
ing on industrial innova-
tion, policy-making, and fos-
tering business partner-
ships.

The Expo will feature over
340 stalls, showeasing prod-
uets and services from var-
ious industrial sectors. The
latest technologies in Green
and Clean Energy, Agricul-
ture and Food Processing,
Building and Construction
Materials, Eleetrical and
Electronics, among others,

There are people at apex of ruling establishment who
reject Gandhi's sacrifices: Congress slams BJP-RSS

New Delhi
“The Congress on Thursday
took a swipe at BJP-RSS
leaders on Martyrs’ Day, say-
ing there are people at the
apex of the ruling establish-
ment who reject Mahatma
Gandhi's sacrifices and claim
India became free only on
Jammary 22, 2024.

The opposition party also
asserted that the survival of
the very idea of India de-
pends on protecting and pre-
serving the Father of the Na-
tion's legacy.
president
Mallikarjun Kharge paid rich
tributes to Mahatma Gand-
hi on his Martyrdom Day.

"The greatest help you
can give me is to banish fear
from your hearts' ~ Mahat-
ma Gandhi. On Martyrs'
Day, we pay our deepest re-
spects to Bapu - the
light of our nation. His ideas
of Satya, Ahimsa, Sarvodaya
and Sarvadharma Sambha-
va continue to light our
path,” Kharge said.

"We must mmmﬂ tofight-
ing against those who want
to destroy his ideals of equal-
ity and uphftment for all.
Let's protect India’s uni m
diversi
and equ.l]lly for everyone,”
the Congress chief said.

Former Ctmgress presi
dent Rahul Gandhi s

"Gandhiji was not just a per-
son, he is the soul of India,
and is still alive in every In-
dian.” “The power of truth,
non-violénce and fearless-
ness can shake the roots of
even the biggest empires —
the whole world takes in-
spiration from these ideals.
Hundreds of salutes to the
Father of the Nation, Ma-
hatma, our Bapuonhis Mar-
tyrdom Day," Gandhi said in
his post on X in Hindi.

Kharge and Rahul Gand-
hialso paid floral tributes to
the Mahatma at Gandhi sm-
riti here.

Ina post on X, Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam
Ramesh said, "Today, 77
vears ago, Mahatma Gandhi
was assassinated, Nathuram
Godse was the man who
pumped the bullets into
Bapu's body but there wasan
ideology and there were ide-
ologues who created the tox-
icenvironment that led tothe
murder of the Father of the
Nation."

Today, there are ruling
party MPs who when asked
to choose between Gandhi
and Godse say they have to

lhmk, Ramesh said.
“Today, there are also
those occupying powerful
positions of power whohave
mocked Gandhi ji, just as
they have mocked Dr.
Ambedkar,” he said.
"Today, thereare people at
the apex of the ruling estab-
lishment who reject Gand-
hiji's sacrifices and claim In-
dia became free only on Jan-
uary 22, 2024," he said.
His remarks were in ap-
parent reference to Rashtriva
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat's com-
ments that India's "true in-

“We must com-
mit to fighting
against those
who want to de-
stroy his ideals of
equality and up-
liftment for all.
Let's protect
India's unity in
diversity and en-
sure justice and
equality for
everyone," the
Congress chief
said.
———
dependence” was established
the day the Ram temple in
Ayodhya was consecrated.
Ramesh said today, there
are those who appropriate
Gandhi's spectacles and
walking stick for projecting
themselves but who are
stroying Gandhian institu-
tions across the country.
"It is now more than es-

sential to protect, preserve,
and promote Mahatma
Gandhi's legacy. The sur-
vival of the very idea of India
depends on it," Ramesh as-
serted.

will be on display. This Expo
will provide a significant
platform to present emerg-
ing industries, startups, and
innovations to the global
audience. Dr. Lakshmikanth
Pandey, CEC Member, TIA
Delhi, shared that Build
Bharat Expo-2025 will be
particularly focused on pro-
moting Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises
(MSMESs). The MSME Min-
istry will reimburse 8o-
100% of the stall charges for
these businesses. Addition-
ally, industries will receive
support under the Uttar
Pradesh  government's
ODOP and MDA schemes.
With the cooperation of the
Ministry of Food Processing
Industries, UPNEDA, and

other government institu-
tions, the Expo will con-
tribute significantly to em-
powering the Indian indus-
trial sector. Industries from
the Northeast states arealso
invited to participate, which
will further boost regional
industrial development.

Mr. Charanjeet Singh,
Vice President of I1A, men-
tioned that the Expo will
unveil new technologies and
services, showcasing India's
industrial and technological
advancements. The semi-
nars, panel discussions, and
BzBinteractions during the
Expo will focus on industry
development, innovation,
sustainability, and technol-
ogy adoption. This event
will not enly promote busi-
ness partnerships but will
also strengthen Indian in-
dustries in the global com-
petitive market,

Mr. Neeraj Bajaj, Secre-
tary of TIA Delhi, shared
that over 25 countries, in-
cluding Japan, Russia,
South Korea, Vietnam, Thai-
Iand, and Malaysia, will par-
ticipate in the Expo, This will
foster international trade
and cooperation. Addition-
ally, more than 15,000 do-
mestic business visitors will
attend, offering industries a

golden opportunity to ex-
pand their markets and
products. Indian entrepre-
neurs will have the chance to
partner with foreign com-
panies and access export
markets.

So far, more than 50% of
the stalls have been booked
or blocked. Bookings for the
remaining stalls are ongo-
ing, and interested entre-
prenews have been urged to
book their stalls as soon as
possible. This event will not
only accelerate the growth of
India’s industrial sector but
also serve as an excellent
platform to expand busi-
ness opportunities.

Build Bharat Expo-2025
has received support from
various industrial organi-
zations such as KASSIA,
AWAKE, Mohali Industry
Association, and the A-20
Forum. Through this ini-
tiative by IIA, Indian in-
dustries will have the op-
portunity to present them-
selves on the global stage,
contributing to India’s in-
dustrial excellence and eco-
nomic growth, Senior I1A
members, including Mr.
Piyush Agarwal, Mr. Arvind,
and other dignitaries, were
also present at the press
conference.

PIL in SC seeks safety measures
for devotees at Maha Kumbh

New Delhi
APILwas filed on Thursday
in the Supreme Court seek-
ing implementation of spe-
cifie guidelines and regula-
tions to ensure safety of
devotees attendingthe Maha
Kumbh where at least 30
people werekilled and 60 in-
jured in a pre-dawn stam-
pede at Sangam area in
Prayagraj.

The stampede took place
on Wednesday on the occa-
sion of Mauni Amavasya,
one of the most auspicious
days of the Hindu calendar.

The petition, filed a day
later under Article 32 of the
Constitution by lawyer
Vishal Tiwari, seeks to pre-
vent stampede inddents and
protect the fundamental
rights of equality and life
under Article 21.

The plea, which made the
Centre and all the states as
parties, has sought a diree-
tion to the Centre and the
state governments to work
collectively in ensunng a

tiate guidelines and direc-
tions to state governments to
facilitate the people for Maha
Kumbh avoid stampede in-
cidents and to determine
and initiate assessment to
ensure safety, viability ete. for
the enforcement of funda-
mental right of equality and
life under Article 21 of the
Constitution and to call a
status report,” the plea said.

Tt said all states should
establish facilitation centres
at Prayagraj to provide safe-
ty minrmatmn and assist

safeand s their resp 'S s in

for devotees at the Maha emergencies.

Kumbh. Tt also sought installation
“A petition ... filed under  of signage and announce-

Article 32 of the Constitution  ments in multiple languages

of India praying for awritof  to help pilgrims navigate the

mandamus or any other ap-
propriate writs seeking is-
suance of specific directions,
policies and regulations ini-

event with ease.

“All states shall establish
proper manner their facil
tation centres at Prayagraj

the Mal;a Kumbh. These

centres shall provide and
display the basic information
regarding the safety meas-
ures and guidelines to the
persons coming from their
states. Inan emergency these
centres shall be ready for
any assistance,” it said.

‘The plea said that SMSes
and WhatsApp messages be
used to disseminate safety
protocols to attendees.

There is the need for co-
ordination between the Ut-
tar Pradesh government and
other states to ensure the
availability of doctors and
nurses at the venue, it said.

The plea also sought reg-
ulation of VIP movement
and said public safety should
be given priority over VIP
protocols to prevent con-
gestion and ensure smooth
crowd movement.




15 tents gutted
outside Sector
22 of Maha
Kumbh, no
loss of life

_Mahakumbh Nagar:
At least 15 tents were
gutted on Thursday af-
ter they caught fire near
Chamanganj  Chowki
outside Sector 22 in
the Maha Kumbh Mela
area with officials saying
there was no loss of life.

Chief Fire Officer
(Kumbh) Pramed Shar-
ma said information
about a fire was received
this afterncon and the
fire was extinguished
immediately.

He said due to lack of
road, fire engines had
difficulty in reaching the
spot.

However, the fire was
completely extinguished
and there was no loss of
life or injury, he added.

Sharma said that ac-
cording to the SDM,
these tents were unau-
thorised.

“Fifteen tents were
gutted in this fire. The
cause of the fire is being
investigated,” he said.

Brajesh Pathak,
Dimple Yadav
campaign for
Milkipur as-
sembly by-
polls

Milkipur:
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Probe panel to visit Kumbh stampede
site on Friday; report in 1 month

Lucknow:

e ee-member
judicial commis-
sion set up by the

Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to probe the Maha
Kumbh stampede will
visit the site on Friday,
panel head Harsh Ku-
mar, a retired judge
of the Allahabad high
court, said.

Kumar also said that
the commission has a
month to wrap up its in-
vestigation but will try
to expedite it.

Kumar and panel
members  former di-
rector general of police
V K Gupta and retired
IAS officer D K Singh
reached the office as-
signed to them here
and began their work
on Thursday, an official
statement said.

“We have taken charge
within  hours of the
announcement as the
probe has to be taken
up on priority,” Kumar
said.

Asked about the time-
line for the probe, he
said, “We have a one-
month timeline but all
the same, we will try to
expedite it.”

Asked if the three
members will be prob-
ing separate aspects,
Kumar said, “We will
discuss this amongst

N -
ourselves. Can't go into
detail right now.”

Later, the panel mem-
bers also interacted with
the media on Thursday.

“Tomorrow  (Friday),
we will visit the site to

conduct an inspection
and analyse the possi
ble causes and circum-
stances  surrounding
the incident. We will
carefully consider all
factors and are required

Prayagraj Railways sets record with
222 Special trains on Mauni Amavasya

 Mahakombh Nagar:
On the occasion of
Mauni Amavasya, the
largest Amrit Snan festi-
val of Mahakumbh, over

Campaigning for the
Milkipur assembly by-
polls in Uttar Pradesh,
scheduled for February
5, has intensified.

UP Deputy Chief Min-
ister Brajesh Pathak
addressed a couple of
election meetings in
the Milkipur assem-
bly segment on Thurs-
day, claiming that the
Samajwadi Party (SP)
candidate will lose his
security deposit in the
by-polls. He also criti-
cised the SP c:
for dynasty politics
asked voters to be cau-
tious of his alleged con-
spiracy,

On the other hand,
Samajwadi Party’s star
campaigner, MP Dim-
ple Yadav, held an im-
pressive 10-km-long
roadshow on Thursday.

Mainpuri  MP
offered prayers
ishi Vamdev

The
first
at Maharishi
Taposthali in Kumar-
ganj before commenc-
ing her roadshow. She

was accompanied by
cricketer Rinku Singh's
fiancée and MP from
Machilishahar,  Priva
Saroj, and party MPs
Igra Hasan and Ragini

Sonkar.

This is the first road-
show by the party’s cen-
tral leadership. SP Pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav
will campaign in Milki-
pur on February 3.

Speaking to media
persons, Dimple Yadav
claimed that the mood
of the voters is in favour
of the Samajwadi Party
in the Milkipur by-polls.
“We will win by a heavy
margin,” she remarked.

Terming the Prayagraj
Mahakumbh stampede
as unfortunate, Dimple
Yadav said, “Our condo-
lences are with the fam-
ilies who have Jost their
loved ones. We pray to
God that those who are
injured recover soon.”
She also urged the Yogi
Adityanath government
to increase the compen-
sation announced for
the families of the de-
ceased.

For
Advt

Contact
9818799941

eight crore devotees
took a holy dip in the sa-
cred Triveni.

In the days lead-
ing up to the festival,
millions of devotees
continued to arrive in
Prayagraj, prompting
the Prayagraj Railway
Division to implement
extensive arrange-
ments for their safe and
smooth travel.

Railway officials here
on Thursday claimed
that to accommodate
the massive influx, the
railway administration
operated more than
360 trains along with a
record 222 Mela Special
trains on Wednesday.
These special trains
ran throughout the day
from all railway sta-
tions across Prayagraj.

The Prayagraj Rail-
way  Administration
took special measures
to facilitate the move-
ment of devotees. These
included  streamlined
ticket distribution, des-
ignated shelter and
holding areas, and co-
ordinated efforts with
GRP and civil police for
ensuring smooth entry

to submit our report
within one month,” said
Kumar.

Two  other panel
members, Gupta and
Singh, were also present
during the briefing,

Kumar  and
members former
director general of
police V K Gupta and
retired IAS officer
D K Singh reached
the office assigned
to them here and
began their work on

panel

Thursday, an official
statement said. I

Talking about the
probe, Kumar explained,
“First, we must examine
the causes. The solution
will come only after we
identify the root cause.
Initially, we will focus
on understanding the
causes, and then we
will propose preventive
measures for the future.”

Atleast 30 people were
killed and 60 injured in
the pre-dawn stampede
at the Sangam area of
the Maha Kumbh on
Wednesday as millions
of pilgrims jostled for
space to take a holy dip
on Mauni Amavasya,
one of the most auspi-
cious days of the Hindu
calendar.

According to police,
the incident took place
as the erowd jumped
barricades,  crushing
those waiting on the
other side.

65 Lakh devotees flock to

Ayodhya after Mahakumbh snan

Ayodhya:
Following a holy dip
in Prayagraj on Mauni
Amavasya, a massive
influx of devotees began
arriving in Ayodhya on
the same evening, con-
tinuing uninterrupted
until Thursday after-
noon. The sacred city's
streets were packed
overnight, and as dawn
broke, the air resonated
with chants of “Jai Shri
Ram.” Experts estimate
that about 65 lakh dev-
otees have reached Ayo-
dhya in 96 hours.

With  the swelling
crowd, senior officials
took command, person-
ally inspecting arrange-
ments throughout the
night, Many pilgrims,
carrying  bundles on
their heads and devotion
in their hearts, made
their way directly from
Prayagraj to Ayodhya.

From 4 AM, ritual
bathing commenced on
the banks of the Saryu
River, followed by pil-
grimages to Hanuman-
garhi and the Ram Tem-
ple. The sheer volume
of devotees transformed

Rampath  and  Bhak-
tipath into a sea of pil-
grims, with long queues
stretching late into the
night.
In view of the over-
whelming turnout, tem-
ple authorities have ex-
tended darshan hours to
18 hours daily, accom-
modating an estimated
three lakh devotees vis-
iting Ram Temple and
Hanumangarhi each day.
Meanwhile, Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath is
actively monitoring the
situation, issuing direc-
tives to ensure seamless
management. As a result,
officials and employees
are working tirelessly to
assist pilgrims.
To support the in-
flux, police personnel
stationed at the Ram
Janmabhoomi complex
are providing water to
devotees.  Additional-
Iy, medical camps have
been set up within the
temple premises for
health assistance. Vol-
unteers from the Ram
Mandir Trust have also
been deployed to serve
the pilgrims.

Uttarakhand govt clarifies on UCC for live-in couples

Pawan Lalchand
~ Dehradun:

and exit of pilgrims.

In fact, on this occa-
sion, the Prayagraj rail-
ways operated as many
as104 Mela Special
trains from Prayagraj
Junetion (NCR), =23
from Chheoki , 17 from
Naini, and 13 from Sub-
edarganj. Also, 23 spe-
cial trains from NR’s
Prayag station, five
from Phaphamau, nine
from Rambagh (NER),
and 28 from Jhun-
si were also operated.
Additionally, five ex-
tended trains, five ring
rails, thre long-dis-
tance trains, and 69
non-timetable  trains
were operated from
NCR stations in the city.

As the crowd surged
around 8 AM, the
Khusro Bagh Holding
Area was promptly ac-

tivated. With the as-
sistance of civil police,
devotees were guided
in an orderly manner
from Khusro Bagh to
Prayagraj station, en-
suring smooth board-
ing of trains.To oversee
operations, NCR Gen-
eral Manager Upen-
dra Joshi continuously
monitored the situation
from the war room,
while Divisional Rail-
way Manager Himan-
shu Badoni managed
coordination from the
control room.

These strategic ef-
forts by the railways
ensured a safe, well-or-
ganized, and seamless
travel experience for
millions of devotees
participating in the sa-
cred Amrit Snan festi-
val.

‘The impl

of
the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) in Uttarakhand
has led to various clarifi-
cations to address public
concerns and misinfor-
mation.

Meanwhile, some me-
dia reports have raised
concérns that a reli-
gious certificate from
clergy members will be
required for live-in re-
lationship  registration.
However, UCC Rules
Committee member
Manu Gaur has clarified
that this requirement
will only apply to cases
where marriage between
the partners is prohib-
ited. Such relationships
have been clearly speei-

fied in Schedule 01 of the

Code.

Under UCC, only four
documents are required
at the time of live-in
registration: proof of
residence, date of birth,
Aadhaar, and  rental
agreement documents (if
applicable).  Additional-
ly, individuals who have
been divorced must pres-
ent a legal divorce decree,
while those whose pre-
vious spouse has passed
away or whose prior live-
in relationship has ended
must provide relevant
documents at the time of
registration.

Manu  Gaur further
clarified that a religious
certificate verifying the
relationship will only be
required in cases where
the partners have a
pre-existing relationship
that falls under the pro-
hibited category men-
tioned in Schedule o1. In
Uttarakhand, marriages
in  such relationships
are extremely rare. This
means that less than 1%
of UCC registrations in
the state will require
such a certificate. Com-
munities where marriag-
es within the prohibited
category oceur can still
register their relationship
by providing a religious
certificate,

Thus, the purpose of
this requirement is not
to restrict registrations
but to assist applicants
in completing the pro-
cess. According to Manu
Gaur, the format of the
religious certificate has
also been clearly defined

Live in-relationships is danger for Uttarakhand

Pawan Lalchand
Dehradun:
Leader of Opposition
in the Uttarakhand As-
sembly Yashpal Arya on
Thursday alleged that
the government behind
the UCC has not taken
any step to reform the
rituals of all religions,
but the reason behind it
is to take constitutional

political advantage.

The Leader of Op-
position said that the
people of Uttarakhand
needed strict land laws
and a permanent solu-
tion to the original res-
idence at this time, but
the government has
offered Uniform Civil
Code to divert atten-
tion from this impor-
tant issue.

He said that there is
no agreement on live-
in relationship in any
religion of the country.
The live-in relation-
ship in the UCC has
been grossly insulted
by the concerned Sec-
retary Dhami govern-

PR

ment to the religious

and cultural tradi-
tions of Devbhoomi
Uttarakhand.

A very large-scale
document change has

been planned in Ut
tarakhand from the
Legislature to legally
accept other members
of the resident if they
live in a live-in rela-

tionship in one year
of the state’s territo-
ry. Yashpal Arya has
called it a huge betra

al and conspiracy with
the state’s terri

The Leader of Oppe-
sition said that after
the  implementation
of the law of Uniform
Civil Code, live-in
relationship will be
promoted in Devb-
hoomi  Uttarakhand.
He said that recently
implemented part 3
of Uniform Civil Code
includes  provisions
related to live in rela-
tion from section 378
to 389.

In these legislations,
while live in relation
has been given legal
recognition, Muslim
children from such re-
lation have also been
considered legitimate
children and the wom-
an has been given the
right to maintenance if
her male friend leaves
her. He said that im-
plementation of these
legislations will bring
about a big change in
Uttarakhand.

The Leader of Op-
position said that re-
cently in UCC, divoree

in the UCC rules.

Manu Gaur also clari-
fied that under UCC, any
individual who has been
Tiving in Uttarakhand for
one vear is eligible for
registration. This resi-
dency period is unrelated
10 permanent or native
residency status. Many
peaple from other states
reside in Uttarakhand
and availing benefit from
government  scheme:
Now, only those who reg-
ister under UCC will be
able to access these gov-
emment services, thereby
reducing the strain on Ut-
tarakhand’s resource:

If UCC applied only to
native and permanent
residents, many people
from other states would
be excluded from its
coverage. Moreover, the
definition of “resident” in
the UCC Act is specific to
matters related to UCC
and includes five differ-
ent categories.

It's objective is to en-

T
After confusion over
live-in-relationship
registration under
uUccC, which required

certificates from
religious leaders,
the Uttarakhand

government
clarified that no
such certificates
are mandatory for
live-in relationship
registration under
ucc.

sure that all residents of
Uttarakhand have aceess
to UCC registration while
also enriching the gov-
ernment’s database. This
process is similar to voter
1D registration and is not
linked to permanent or
native residency.

Gaur also given clarifi-
cation on the registration
form’s length, stating that
while it is 16 pages long
due to various available
options, filling it out on-
line takes only 5-10 min-
utes. Since the form is
designed to be foolproof,
it has been kept compre-
hensive, Even offline, it
can be completed within
30 minutes. When reg-
istering online, Aadhaar
details will automatically
populate the form, mak-
ing the process more con-
venient.

LoP Yashpal Arya

or divorce has been
made difficult for all
religions, but a person
living in live in rela-
tion can end the rela-
tionship anytime un-
der section 384. Due
to this loophole of law,
people in Uttarakhand
prefer to live in live
in relation instead of
marrying a friend. He
said that both starting
and ending a live in
relation is easy. This
has harmed the insti-
tution of marriage in
Uttarakhand.

The Leader of Op-
position said that in
time, Chief Minis-
ter Dhami said in the
House that, UCC in
Uttarakhand has been
brought with the aim
of proposing women’s
co-habitation. But the
draft of this law has
been put forward for
the tribes of the state.
He questioned wheth-
er the right of this il-
legal beneficiary was
not designated to the

women with housing
belonging to 4 percent
of the population of
the tenant tribe?

He alleged that,
through the Uniform
Civil Code, it was not
possible to show the
BJP community with
the blood-thirsty lead-
ership of the minor-
ity community. The
BJP feared that the
minority community
would oppose it, which
would benefit the BJP
politically. But this
did not happen. He
made it clear that in-
stead of the minority
community, the Sana-
tani population of Ut-
tarakhand is frankly
opposing  provisions
like live-in relation-
ship. He believes that
with time, the peo-
ple of Uttarakhand
should support Uni-
form Civil Code legal
institutions, for which
the BJP’s Dhami gov-
ernment will be re-
sponsible.
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Imran Khan’s
party plans
public rally
in northwest
Pakistan on
Feb 8

ISLAMABAD:
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Pak PM offers parliamentary committee
to advance negotiations with opposition

Istamabad:
rime Minister She-
hbaz  Sharif on
Thursday proposed
the formation of a par-
'y committee

A provincial leader of
jailed former premier
Imran Khan's party
said on Thursday that it
would hold a public ral-
ly in the Swabi area of
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
on Febroary 8 — the day
marks the first anniver-
sary of the controver-
sial general elections of

last year.
Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Tnsaf’s Khyber Pa-

khtunkhwa unit chief,
Junaid Akbar, said that
the rally was being held
on the directives of

Khan.

“A public rally will
be held in Swabi on
February 8 on the PTI
founder’s call,” Akbar,
recently appointed as
provincial president in
place of Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur,
said in a statement.
The party, which is in
power in the KP prov-
ince, also sought per-
mission from the local
administration to hold
a public gathering in
Peshawar on February
8.

Separately, PTI lead-
er Aliya Hamza submit-
ted an application tothe
deputy commissioner’s
office in Lahore for
permission to organize
a gathering at the his-
toric Minar-e-Pakistan
ground.

Khan's party already
declared that it would
observe Feb 8, when
elections were held, as
a “Black Day” to protest
against the alleged sto-
len mandate.

BuUSINESS

to advance negotiations
with jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PT1) after talks fal-
tered with the opposi-
tion party.

The two sides on De-
cember 23 last year initi-
ated talks but the process
entered into a dead alley
just after three sittings
when the PTI walked
ver the issue of

judicial commissions on
events of May g, 2023,
and November 26 last
year.

As the parleys ran
aground, the PTI an-
nounced a re-launch
of agitations and said
February 8 would be
observed as a “Black
Day” to protest the al-
leged rigging in the
polls held last year,

It plans to hold rallies

in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa's Swabi and Pun-
jab's Lahore on Febru-
ary 8.

Shehbaz while ad-
dressing a meeting
of the federal cabinet

. .
made a bid to cool the
temper and offered a
way forward by say-
ing that a bipartisan
committee comprising
members of parliament
be formed to probe the

events in place of a ju-
dicial committee.
He said the commit-
tee should be set up
on the same pattern as
formed in 2018 when
the PTI came to power

and then the opposition
led by Shehbaz Sharif
demanded a probe in
the elections.

"They offered a house
committee and we ac-
cepted it. The 2018
house committee should
conduct its probe and so
should the committee
that will be formed to
probe the 2024 general
elections,” he said.

“Similarly, the par-
liamentary committees
should probe the No-
vember 26 as well as
2014 protest events. It
takes two to tango,” the
prime minister said.

The prime minister
said he was ready with
good intentions to ad-
vance the dialogue so
that the country could
move forward. "The
country can not sustain
more damage," he said.

However, the PTI has
not responded to the
new offer and it is less
likely to accept the pro-
posal as the party would
first try to show its street
power.

6 terrorists, 2 security personnel
killed in NW Pakistan

Peshawar:

A Pakistan Army major

was among two secu-
rity personnel killed in
an encounter with ter-
rorists in the country's
restive northwest, bor-
dering Afghanistan, the
army said Thursday.

The clash oceurred
during an intelli-
gence-based  operation
conducted by security
forces on the night of
January 29-30, said the
Inter-Services  Public
Relations (ISPR) - the
military's media wing.

During the opera-
tion, Pakistani soldiers
killed six militants, it
said.

The deceased security
personnel were identi-
fied as Major Hamza Is-
rar, 29, from Rawalpin-
di, who was leading his
troops in the operation,
and Sepoy Muhammad
Naeem, 26, from Na-
seerabad.

After the gun bat-
tle, security forces
launched a sanitisation
operation in the area to
eliminate any remain-
ing terrorists, the army

said.
Authorities have

vowed to continue ef-
forts to clear the re-
gion of any remaining
threats.

President  Asif Al
Zardari praised the se-
curity forces for elimi-
nating six terrorists and
paid tribute to the de-
ceased soldiers, Dawn
newspaper reported.

He commended their
bravery and patriotism,
stating that security
forces would continue
operations until ter-
rorism is completely
eradicated, and veaf-
firming the country’s
determination to de-
fend against terrorist
elements.

A day earlier, secu-
rity forces successfully
thwarted a terrorist at-
tack on a check post in
the Gulistan area of Ba-
lochistan's Qila Abdul-
lah District, during the
night of January 27-28.

Pakistan has been
reeling under rising vi-
olent attacks since the
Taliban rulers returned
to power in Afghanistan
in 2021, particularly in
the bordering provinces
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan.

Bill introduced in US Senate to restrict birthright citizenship

_ Washington:
A group of Republican
Senators has introduced
a bill in the US Senate
to restrict birthright cit-
izenship to the children
of illegal immigrants
and non-immigrants on
temporary visas.
According to Senators
Lindsey Graham, Ted
Cruz and Katie Britt,
who introduced the
bill, the exploitation of
birthright citizenship is
a major pull factor for
illegal immigration and
a weakness for national
security.

The US is one of only
33 countries in the world
with no restrictions on

birthright
they s
The leg]slaum move

citizenship,

comes after an execu-
tive order on the mat-
ter, signed by President
Donald Trump on the
first day of his presiden-
cy, has been blocked by
a federal judge in Wash-
ington state.

The Center for Im-
migration  Studies  es-
timates that in 2023,
there were 2,25,000 to
2,50,000 births to |Ilegal
immigrants, amounting
to close to seven per cent
of births in the US.

It is long overdue
for the United States
to change its policy

on birthright  citizen-
ship because it is being
abused in so many ways,
said Graham,

“One example is birth
tourism, where wealthy
individuals from China
and other nations come
to the United States
simply to have a child
who will be an Ameri-
can citizen. When you
look at the magnets that
draw people to America,
birthright citizenship is
one of the largest,” he
said.

“I also appreciate
President Trump’s ex-

ecutive order Lo address
birthright citizenship. It
is time for the United
States to align itself with
the rest of the world and
restrict  this  practice
once and for all,” Gra-
ham said.

"The promise of Amer-
ican citizenship should
not incentivise illegal
migration, but thats ex-
actly what has happened
for far too long," said
Britt. It's time to fix this,
she said.

"Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham’s and my Birth-
right Citizenship Act

would codify President
Trump’s commonsense
stance and end the
abuse of birthright citi-
zenship that 1 do not be-
lieve is consistent with
the original meaning of
the 14th Amendment's
Citizenship Clause,” she
added.

“This will protect our
nation’s sovereignty,
disincentivise illegal
migration, and ensure
America’s  citizenship
practices are stronger
and better aligned with
peer countries around
the globe,” Britt said.

PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana:
20 Lakh Installations by Oct 2025

New Delhi:
Rooftop installations
under the PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana
are expected to touch
the 20 lakh-mark by Oc-
tober 2025, Union Min-
ister Shripad Naik said
on Thursday.

By March, around 10
lakh installations are
expecied to happen, the
Minister of State of Pow-
er and New & Renew-
able Energy said while
addressing  the third
Discom Conclave 2025
event organised by in-
dustry body PHDCCI in
the national capital.

The PM Surya Ghar:
Muft Bijli Yojana is the
world's largest domes-
tic rooftop solar initi-
ative transforming In-
dia's energy landscape
with a bold vision to
supply solar power to
one crore households
by March 2027, he said.

Naik said installa-
tions under the scheme
are expected to exceed
10 lakh by March and
the numbers will dou-
ble to 20 lakh by Octo-
ber.
It will reach 40 lakh
by March 2026, and
ultimately achieve the
target of one crore by

March 2027, the minis-
ter said.

Launched by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on February 15,
2024 with a budget out-
lay of Rs 75,021 crore,
the initiative aims to
provide free electricity
to households by facil-
itating the installation
of rooftop solar panels,
he said.

Under the scheme,
discoms are designated
as state implementa-
tion agencies (S1As) re-
sponsible for facilitat-
ing various measures,
including net meter
availability, timely in-
spection, and commis-
sioning of installations.

The total financial
outlay for the 'Incen-
tives to  DISCOMs'
component is Rs 4,950
crore, b i the

Adani Enterprises Profit Slumps
97 percent on Weak Coal Trading

______Ne iz
dani Enterprises
Aznd. the flagship
ompany of bil-

lionaire Gautam Adani-
led group, on Thursday
reported a 97 per cent
drop in the third quar-
ter net profit as key coal
trading volumes were
hit

Na( profit declined to
Rs 57.83 crore in Octo-
ber-December 2024 -
the third quarter of April
2024 to March 2025
fiscal (FY25) - from Rs
1,888.45 crore earnin,
a year back, the compa-
ny said in a statement.
Revenue from opera-
tions declined 9 per cent
to Rs 22,848.42 crore.

previous outlay under
the Grid Connected
Roof Top Solar (GCRT)
Phase IT programme.

A total of 1.45 crore
registrations, 26.38
lakh applications and
6.34 lakh rooftop solar
installations have been
reported on the nation-
al portal, Union Minis-
ter Shripad Naik said in
December.

Pre-tax profit (EBIT-
DA) from the coal trad-
ing segment, which
contributes more than a
third of overall revenue,
halved to Rs 745 crore as

volumes fell.
The volume drop was
primarily because of

lower demand from the
power sector where the
share of renewable ener-
gy sources has risen.

Third quarter profit
was also impacted due
to "high notional forex
loss in finance cost of
Australia mining due to
depreciation of Austral-
jan dollar,” it said.

For the first nine
months of the current
fiseal, net profit rose

17 per cent (o Rs 3,254
crore while total income
was up 6 per cent at Rs
72,763 crore.

"This exceptional nine-
month performance un-
derscores Adani Enter-
prises Lid's position as a
powerhouse for nurt
ing transformative in-

frastructure and energy
transition sectors,” said
Gautam  Adani, Chair-
man of the Adani Group.

"Strong growth across
our incubating business
es, from energy trans

Jjacencies, highlights the
immense potential of

BoB Profit
Rises 5.6% to
Rs 4,837 Crin

Dec Quarter
New Delhi:

Pre-tax profit (EBIT-
DA) from the coal
trading segment,
which  contributes
more than a third
of overall revenue,
halved to Rs 745

crore as volumes fell. I

our core plus portfolio.

"These results are a
testament to our focus
on execution operational
excellence, innovation
and  sustainability as
we continue to set new
benchmarks across sec-
tors. With each mile-
stone, AEL reaffirms its
commitment to creat-
ing long-term value for
its stakeholders while
contributing to India's
progress and global
competitiveness,”  he
said.

New energy vertical
saw a 26 per cent rise
in Profit Before Tax
(PBT) at Rs 691 crore in
the third quarter while
the airports business
clocked a 2.6x growth
at Rs 237 crore PBT.

AP approves Rs 44,776 cr Projects, focus on Clean Energy

Amaravati:
Andhra  Pradesh in-
vestment board has ap-
proved projects worth Rs
44,776 crore this month,
largely in the ¢lean ener-
gy space, which will gen-
erate 19,580 jobs, the
state government said.

Of the projects ap-
proved, Rs 42,932 crore
worth of projects are in
the energy sector, mostly
solar energy.

The energy projects
cleared  include Rs
14,328 crore investment
by Navayuga Engineer-
ing Company Ltd and Rs
10,300 crore investment
by Megha Engineering

and Infrastructure Ltd.

Other companies
whose projects  were
cleared include Tata

Power Renewable Ener-

A

gy Lid (RS 2,000 crore),
Ayana Renewable Pow-
er Pvt Ltd (Rs 4,435
crore), Ampin Energy
Transition Pvt Ltd (Rs

3,142 crore), SAEL So-
lar MHP1 Pvt Ltd (Rs
1,728 crore), SAEL So-
lar MHP2 Pyt Ltd (Rs
1,728 crore), Cuddapah
Renewables Pvt Ltd (Rs
1,163 crore) and Ecoren
Energy India Pvt Ltd (Rs
1,651 crore).

According to the state
government, Rs 1,844
crore worth of projects
i other sectors were
also approved.

Since July 2024, the
State Investment Pro-
motion Board (SIPB),
headed by Chief Minis-
ter Nara Chandrababu
Naidu, has approved
projects worth Rs 3.1

lakh crores with employ-
ment potential of 3.2
lakh people.

The latest project ap-
provals happened at the
SIPB's fourth meeting.

Andhra Pradesh IT
Minister Nara Lokesh
said, "Our new invest-
ment policies have creal-
ed a favourable environ-
ment for investments in
Andhra Pradesh”.

In the latest SIPB
meeting, clean ener-
gv was the focus, with
approvals granted for
prajects that will create
about 13,000 jobs.

"Andhra Pradesh has
targeted to develop 160

GW of renewable energy
under our new integrat-
ed clean energy policy,"
he said. "We welcome
leading investors to
develop their projects
in Andhra Pradesh and
supply clean energy to
fulfil the nation's cli-
mate goals."

India is targeting 500
gigawatts (GW) of re-
newable energy capaci-
ty by 2030 in its pursuit
of cutting its carbon
emission to net zero by
2070.

"The Andhra Pradesh
State Investment Pro-
motion Board (SIPB)
today approved pro-

jects across solar ener-
gy, storage, electronics
manufacturing, and fer-
tiliser sectors,” it said,
adding that the latest
approvals would give a
significant boost to the
state's economy.

The SIPB approved 12
projects worth Rs 44,776
crore, which is expected
to generate a whopping
19,580 jobs in the state.

"This is a massive win
for Andhra Pradesh, and
it's a testament to the
government's efforts to
attract investments and
create employment op-
portunities," the state
government said.

State-owned Bank of
Baroda (BoB) on Thurs-
day reported a 5.6 per
cent increase in net prof-
itat Rs 4,837 crore in the
December quarter.

The  Mumbai-based
bank had earned a net
profit of Rs 4,579 crore
in the same quarter a

income  in-
creased to Rs 34,676
crore from Rs 31416
crore in the same period
a yvear ago, BoB said in a
regulatory filin:

Interest income also
rose to Rs 30,908 crore
during the quarter under
review compared to Rs
28,605 crore in the year-

0 period.

Operating profit grew
to Rs 7,664 crore from
Rs 7,015 erore in the
third quarter of previous
fiscal.

On the asset quality
front, the bank's gross
non-performing  assets
ratio moderated to 2.43
per cent against 3.08 per
cent a year ago.

Similarly, net NPAs,
or bad loans, came down
to 0.59 per cent from 0.7
per cent at the end of the
third quarter last fiscal.

However, the over-
all provisions, exclud-
ing tax, increased to Rs
1,082 crore during the
quarter from Rs 666
crore a year ago.

Capital Adequacy Ra-
tio declined to 14.72 per
cent from 15.96 per cent
at the end of the third
quarter of the previous
financial year.
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Look its tough and there Is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
isin rare company at his
age,——— Simon Katich

Samson’s weakness against raw
pace, finishing woes in focus

Pune
anju Samson’s technical weak-
Nesses against expres
along with Rinku Singh's dip
in form and fitness issues will
be a concern for India when they
take on a resurgent England in the
fourth T20 International here on Fri-

day.

Having fluffed their chances in the
third T201 in Rajkot, the penultimate
game of the five-match series gives the
hosts another opportunity to seal the
series going into the final game in
Mumbai on February 2. Suryakumar
Yadav's men won the first two games
in Kolkata and Chennai.

Samson, the maverick keeper-bat-
ter from Kerala, whose sympathetic
and loyal fan base never fails to remind
everyone of the limited chances he has
got, started the T20l season with
three hundreds against Bangladesh
and South Africa prior to the ongoing
series.

In the current rubber, he has had
seares of 26, 5 and 3 and it is not these
numbers that are concerning. In T2o
cricket, if one factors in risk, there
would always be lot of less profitable
days at the office considering the kind
of strokes batters play these days,

But in case of Samson, what is of
concern is his palpable diseomfort
against anything bowled above 145
clicks,

Against Bangladesh at home, he
faced Taskin Ahmed, Tanzim Hasan
Shakib while in South Africa Andile
Simelane and Lutho Sipamla were
among the bowlers,

These are not exactly i

them to the cleaners. These are
howlers who fire in between 130 to 150
clicks and can be hit through the line
on flat decks.

However, Jofra Archer and Mark
Wood are different beasts, bowling be-
tween 145 kmph to 155 kinphand that
pace is creating problems for Samson.

During all three games, the Kerala
batter couldn’t even get his bat down
as deliveries would thud into Phil
Salt's gloves.

‘The hard lengths and steep bounce
are creating a problem and even on
batting shirt-fronts, it is not easy to hit
through the line if one doesn’t have
proper technique or doesn't regular-
Iy face this quality of fast bowling.

Samson is one of head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir’s favourites and it is ex-
pected that he would be persisted
with going into next year's T20 World
Cup. But his ical issues need to

fast bowlers and he nghrfulh took

India U19's
explosive form
makes them
favourites

Kuala Lumpu
India would like to continue their
flawless campaign when they take on
England in the semifinal of the
Women's U-19 T20 World Cup in
Kuala Lumpu on Friday.

Following a 10-wicket thrashing of
hosts Malaysia in their tournament
opener, India hammered Sri Lanka by
60 runs, Bangladesh by eight wickets
in their first Super Six game and end-
ed the round with a mas: 150-run
win over Scotland.

The Niki Prasad-led side has been in
red-hot form across departments with
their last Super Six outing against
Scotland sounding an ominous warn-
ing to the apponents.

The in-form opener Gongadi Trisha
notched up a fabulous 110 off 59 balls
with 13 fours and four sixes, while her
opening partner G Kamalini also gave
a commanding display with a 42-ball
51. With scores of 4, 27 notout, 49, 40
and 110, Trisha has been the leading
run-scorer in the competition with
230 runs in five outings at 76.66, way
ahead of England's best batter Davina
Perrin who has 131 nins to show from
four matehes at 32.75 with one fifty.

India had shot our Scotland for a
mere 58 runs in 14.overs in a Super Six
match with Vaishnavi Sharma (3/5),
Aayushi Shukla (4/8) and Trisha (3/6)
leading the charge.

Vaishnavi and Aayushi have been at
the forefront in the bowling depart-
ment with 12 and 10 wickets respec-
tively in the competition, which has
helped India's canse to a great extent.

England will be wary of India's batting
firepower and hope their players find
their touch quickly in the contest, asa
couple of wirs and as many defeats in the
four Super Six games do not really mstil
confidence.

Teams (from):

India: Niki Prasad (c), SanikaChalke,
G Trisha, KamaliniG, Bhavika Ahire, Ish-
wari Awasare, Mithila Vinod, Joshitha
VJ, Sonam Yadav, Panunika Sisodiva, Ke-
sari Drithi, Asyushi Shukla, Anandita
Kishor, MD Shabnam, Vaishnavi S.

England: AbiNorgrove (¢), Phoebe
Brett, Olivia Brnsden, Tilly Coreen-Cole-
man, Trudy Johnson, Katie Jones, Char-
lotte Lambert, Eve O'Neill, Davina Per-
rin, Jemima Spence, Charlotte Stubbs,
Amuruthaa Surenkumar, Prisha
Thanawala, Erin Thomas, Grace
Thompson. Match starts at 12:00pm
ST

be sorted out at the earliest by Gamb-

hir, new batting coach Sitanshu Kotak
and the himself.

Dhruv Jurel looks a misfit

Rinku Singh’s back spasms foreed
the team management to try Dhruv
Jurel in the No.7 position but he has
looked out of place in this particular
format unlike Test cricket.

Rinku was rested for the first two
games and he is expected to be fit be-
fore the fourth match.

But even Rinku, after a glorious start
1o his T20l career, has gone off the
rails. When Gambhir became Kolkata
Knikght Riders mentor, Rinku got to
play a total of 70 odd balls in the 2024
IPL. As a vesult, he couldn’t makeitto
the T20 World Cup as Shivam Dube,
with his bowling ability, was consid-
ered better in Americas.

The Indian middle order hasn't ex-
actly played England spinner Adil
Rashid well so far and with Dube
back in the mix, will Gambhir take a

KL Rahul's Ranji Return
Ends in Disappointment

Bengaluru
KL Rahul's much-anticipated return
to Ranji Trophy lasted a mere 37 balls
as the India opener was dismissed for
26, leaving Karnataka at 267/5 agmrm
Haryana on day one of their must-win
Group C match here on Thursday.

Making his first Ranji Trophy ap-
pearance since February 2020, local
hero Rahul walked in at No. 3 toa
warm reception from the semi-packed
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium, with
chants of 'Rahul, Rahul' echoing
through the stands.

‘The stylish right-hander looked in
fine touch from the outset, striking
four crisp boundaries in a fluent 54-
run stand with Karnataka skipper
Mayank Agarwal for the second wick-
et.

However, just as he appeared toset-
tle down, Rahul fell in the post-lunch
session to Haryana's in-form pacer An-
shul Kamboj.

The leading wicket-taker for
Haryana this season produced a peach
of a delivery that forced the expeni-
enced India batter into an edge, with
wicketkeeper Rohit Sharma making no
mistake behind the stumps.

The Haryana pace spearhead was
once again the pick of the bowler as he
dismissed opener KV Avneesh (17) be-
fore lunch after the visiting side opt-
ed to bowl.

Rahul had last featured in a Ranji
Trophy match nearly four vears ago,
against Bengal at the Eden Gardens
quarterfinal, where he had scores of 26
and o in Karnataka's 174-run defeat.

This season, his participation was
delayed by an elbow injury, which
rled him out of Karnataka's previous
game against Punjab.

His most recent first-class outing be-
fore this came in the Dulecp Trophy
September last year, where he repre-
sented India A in a losing effort.

On a day when evervone wanted
Rahul to make it big; it was the India
discard and Karnataka skipper Agar-
wal who shone with an array of shots
as he milked the field, hitting three six-
es and nine boundaries in his fluent
half century.

Agarwal, however, missed out on his
10th first-class hundred by just nine
runs, falling to Harvana seamer Anuj
‘Thakral, who returned with 2/74 from
his 18 overs.

Talented youngster Devdutt
Padikkal also locked in fine nick as he
raced to 43 from 93 balls with four
boundaries in an entertaining part-
nership with Agarwal.

But Padikkal also could not convert
his start and became Thakral's second
vietim in the post-tea session.

Ona flat track, the spin duo of Nis-
hant Sindhu and seasoned Jayant Ya-
dav then managed to stymie the flow
of runs in the final session,

Sindhu looked tidy in his 1/45 from
19 overs and took the wicket of R
Smaran (35) as none of the Karnata-
ka batters conld manage to make it big.

Placed third in Group C, the former
champions find itself in a precarious
position ahead of the knockouts and
will need to win outright axmnst

chance with him? Looks unlikely as
given the pace of England speedsters
even the burly Mumbaikar would be
ill at ease.

The third option is Ramandeep
Singh, who also looks exating as a fin-
isher and is a better seamer than
Dube. But even he is untested against
quality pace attack.

Will Arshdeep be hack in order to
seal the series

Mohammed Shami needs a lot of
bowling in match situations and the
Rajkot game was a decent restart to his
international career without being
spectacular.

While a bilateral series win counts
for little, Gambhir wouldn't like the ig-
nominy of being the first coach under
whom India lost a home T20l series
against England.

Hence, it would be interesting if Ar-

sep Singh, India’s best T20l bowler
in absence of Jasprit Bumrah is in line
to come back and give some break-
throughs in the Powerplay overs.

‘Teams (from): India: Suryakumar
Yadav (captain), Abhishek Sharma,
Sanju Samson (wk), Tilak Varma,
Axar Patel, Hardik Pandva, Wash-
ington Sundar, Varun Chakravarthy,
Ravi Bishnoi, Arshdeep Singh, Mo-
hammed Shami, Dhruv Jurel (wk),
Rinku Singh, Shivam Dube, Raman-
deep Singh, Harshit Rana.

England: Jos Buttler (captain), Phil
Salt (wk), Ben Duckett, Harry Brook,
Liam Livingstone, Jamie Smith (wk),
Adil Rashid, Brydon Carse, Jamie
Overton, Gus Atkinson, Rehan
Ahmed, Jofra Archer, Mark Wood., Ja-
cob Bethell, Saqib Mahmood. Match
Starts at 7 pm 1ST.

Unstoppable Khawaja: 232

Galle

Australia opener Usman Khawaja
scored his maiden doublecentury in the
longest format of the game during the
first session of the second day of the on-
going first Test against Sri Lanka at the
Galle International Stadium on Thurs-
day.

Khawaja completed his double hun-
dred just before lunch on Day 2 of the
Galle Test match. The left-hand batter
played an exceptional innings of 232
runs from 352 balls which was laced
with 16 boundaries and one maxi-
mum

‘With this innings, Khawaja slammed
his highesh score in the Test history sur-
passing his previous best score of un-
beaten 195 runs which came agai
South Africa at the Sydney Cricket
Ground in 2023,

runs of pure dominance vs SL

The 38-year-old player also broke
Justin La nge-fs record of scoring most
runs in Sri Lanka as an Australian
batter which was 166 at Colombo in
2004.

‘The southpaw registered one more
record along with stand in skipper
Steve Smith as both players went onto
register the highest third-wicket part-
nership for the Baggy Greens on Asian
soil.

Both of them broke 46-year long
record which was registered by Allan
Border & Kim Hughes which was 222
runs against India at the MA. Chi-
dambaram Stadium at Chennai back in
1979

Smith went back to the pavillion af-
ter pliying a magnificent inmings of 141
runs in 251 balls which included 12
fours and two sixes in his innings.

Shardul Thakur's Historic Ranji Hat-Trick

Mumbai
Shardul Thakur remained at the fore-
front of the Mumbai attack as his hat-
trick and unbeaten half-centuries from
skipper Ajinkya Rahane (83) and Sid-
dhesh Lad (89) helped the hosts build
a 127-run lead against Meghalaya on
the opening day of their Ranji Trophy
Elite Group A clash here on Thursday.

Thakur found adequate help from
another opening-day bowling-friend-
ly surface as well as from fellow
bowlers Mohit Avasthi (3/27),
Sylvester D'Souza (2/14) and Shams
Mulani (1/1) as Mumbai shot out
Meghalaya for a mere 86,

Inreply, asturdy unbeaten 170-run
stand for the third wicket between Ra-
hane and Lad powered Mumbai to213
for two at stumps in their must-win
group stage clash here at the BKC
Ground.

Mumbai captain Rahane made the
right call of bowling first and Thakur
was all over Meghalaya right from
the word go.

Pitching the ball up to exploit the
early moisture on the wicket and the
new ball, the India all-rounder found
the perfect line and lengths to record
only the fifth hat-trick for Mumbai in
Ranji Trophy history.

Thakur provided Mumbai with an
early breakthrough getting Megha-
laya opener Nishanta Chakraborty (0)
caught by Shams Mulani at the slip
cordon on the fourth ball of the in-
nings.

But it was in his second over and
third of the innings when the carnage
unfolded for Meghalaya, who slipped
for 2/5 by the end of it.

Anirudh B (o) was cleaned up with
Thakir's delivery nipping back in and
hitting the off-stump on the fourth ball

Sumit Kumar (0) gave a simple
grab to Mulani on the third slip on the
penultimate delivery of the over and
Thakur again got the ball to move back
into another left-hander, Jaskirat
Sachdeva (0), to hit the off-stamp
again.

Meghalaya soon slipped to 2/6 on
the first ball of the fourth over as Mo-
hit Avasthi cleaned up opener Arpit
Subhas (2), in danger to possibly
record the lowest Ranji Trophy total
ever.

But Pringsang Sangma (19), skipper
Akash Kumar (16), Anish Charak (17)
and Himan Phulkan (28) did extremely

Haryana to keep their
hapes alive.

Brief Scoes Karnataka 267/5: 89
overs (Mavank Agarwal g1, Devdutt
Padikkal 43, R Smaran 35, KL Rahul
26, Yashovardhan Parantap 27 batting,
KL Shrijith 18 batting; Anshul Kam-
boj 2/25, Anuj Thakral 2/74).

wellto ther Mum-
bai bowlers and drag Meghalayva as far
as 86 all-out in the first essay.
Mumbai lost Ayuish Mhatre (5) ear-
Iy but a cautious approach thereon
helped the hosts crawl past Megha-
Taya's paltry score, but in doing sothe
hosts” batters Lad (89 off 155 balls,

11x4s, 1x6s) and Rahane (83 off 150,
9x4s, 1x68) took away the fight from
the less fancied visitors. If Lad was res-
olute in defence and attack alike, Ra-
hane raised his first half-century of the
season while peppering the on-side
with attractive stroke play which was
the highlight of his knock.

Meanwhile, as Mumbai tightened
screws on Meghalaya, their star play-
erand India captain Rohit Sharma hit
the nets 1d]m:enl tothe BKC Ground

y morning for a half-an-
session against fast bowlers and
throw down specialists.

As if it was a conscious approach,
Rohit curbed his attacking instincts
throughout the stint to focus on de-
fence against the white-ball as he pre-
pares for ODI assignments against
England and Champions Trophy.

AtVadodara, fresh off a ﬁ\ n-wxckct
humbling of the defendi
Mumbai, Jammu and Kashmir seemed
1o have squandered a solid platform as
they slipped from 106 for three to 246
all-out with only Kanhaiya Wadhawan
(71) putting up resistance,

But in reply, Baroda were rocked
twice as they reached 29 for two, trail-
ing by another 217 runs in the first in-
nings as the race to quarterfinals in-
tensifying with three teamsin fray for
top-two finish

J&K lead the Group A points table

followed by Baroda and Mumbai at
second and third respectively.

At Cuttack, Rajesh Mohanty’s 61-ball
60 with eight fours and four bound-
aries was the only bright spot for
hosts Odisha who were shot out fora
mere 180 in the first essay by Servic-
es.

At the close of play, Services, who
were rocked twice in quick succession,
reached 85 for two, trailing by anoth-
er 95 runs in the first innings.

Elsewhere in Solapur, visitors Tripu-
ra crawled to 230/5 against Maha-
rashtra.

Brief scores: At Mumbai: Meghalaya
86 in 24.3 overs (Himan Phukan 28;
Shardul Thakur 4/43, Mohit Avasthi
3/27, Sylvester D'Souza 2/14, Shams
Mulani 1/1) trail Mumbai 213/2in59
overs (Siddhesh Lad 89°, Ajin ’
hane 83*; Anish Charak 1/50) by 127
Tuns.

At Vadodara: Jammu and Kashmir
246 in 71.3 overs (Vivrant Sharma 43,
Paras Dogra 43, Kanhaiya Wadhwan
71; Mahesh Pithiya 3/62, Ninad Rath-
v 5/43) kead Baroda 20/2 in 153 overs
(Shivalik Sharma 16%; Sahil Lotra 1/5,
Shubham Khajuria 0/1) by 217 mns At
Cuttack: Odisha 180 in 62.2 overs
(Rajesh Mohanty 60; Jayant Goyat
3/33, PS Poonia 4/33) lead Services
85/2 in 23 overs (Ravi Chauhan 407
Sunil Kumar Roul 1/20) by 95 runs.
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We struggled to

impose our

game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
Jos Buttler

Chhattisgarh wins 2 gold medals in weightlifting,
Vijay Kumar equals NR in men's 55kg class

hhattisgarh weightlifter Vi-
jay Kumar clinched gnhl

record- eqmume, clczm and ;m ef-
fort to have a share of the spotlight
in the 38th National Games here on
Thursday.

Another Chhattisgarh weightlifter
Gyaneshwari Yadav won gold in the
women's 49kg with a total lift of
191kg (85kg+106kg), while Maha-
rashtra's Sarika Shingare (179kg to-
tal lift) and Komal Kohar (179kg) of
Haryana bagged the silver and
bronze respectivi

After a 105kg snatch, Kumar lift-
ed 143kg in the clean and jerk sec-
tion for a total of 248kg which hand-
ed him the gold. He now shares the
clean and jerk national record with
Maharashtra's Sanket Sargar who
made the mark in 2022,

Maharashtra took both the silver
and bronze through Mukund Aher

Real Madrid would
not want to play
Manchester City,
says Ancelotti

Guingamp
Real Madrid hope to avoid Man-
chester City in the next round,
manager Carlo Ancelotti said after
they beat Brest 3-0 on Wednesday
to reach the Champions League
playoff where they will be seeded.

The holders will face either Celtic
or Manchester Ci the two-
legged playoff on February, with
the second leg at home.

“We don't like to play against
City, but if we have to, we'll do it
like on other oceasions,” Ancelot-
ti told a press conference when
asked whether he preferred to be
drawn against the Cityzens or the
Scof

“City have more chances to win
the Champions League.”

Invest in Trusted Journalism

Your support helps us deliver
unbiased, on-the-ground report-
ing, in-depth interviews and in-
sightful opinions that matter.

Contribute Now

He also told Movistar: “It’s a
draw and what comes, comes. To
win the Champions League you
have to win every game.”

The draw will be held on Friday
in Nyon in Switzerland.

“If we want to win this competi-
tion we have to beat the best
eper Thibaut

The \panmxds missed direct
t16 duetoa
ue phase with
three losses during the first five
matches

“We should have woken up ear-
lier in this competition. Now it's
like this,” Ancelotti said.

Rodrygo, who scored a double,
acknowledged his team had fallen
short. “Top eight was out objective
but we didn’t do well in some
games. Now we have to keep im-
proving,” he told Movistar after
scoring a double.

A
deded

(total lift of 247kg) and Srinivas
Goud (244kg).

For Kumar, the triumph was the
culmination of an unwavering jour-
ney filled with adversity and set-
backs.

ford sport
ized training, Ku s
were a battle against both financial
hardship and self-doubt. For ye:
his diet was simple as

chawal”, but his ambition was far
from modest.

“My parents didn’t see a future in
weightlifting,” said Kumar after his
event, reflecting on his early strug-
gles.

“They wanted me to quit, but 1
couldn’t. This was my passion, my

ice. Today's gold is proof 1
was right to keep going.” Hamstring
injuries had also threatened to de-
rail his career more than once, and
there were times when Kumar him-
self doubted whether he would ever
lift at the highest level ag:

“The pain was constant, and |
couldn’t see a way forward,” he ad-
mitted.

“I never thought I would win a
gold medal. But here I standing
at the top.” He dedicated his success
to the two people who had been his
greatest supporters: his parents and
his coach.

“This medal is for them. They be-
lieved in me when no oneelse did.”

Boca Juniors let lead slip as Union
snatch 1-1 dramatic draw

- Santa .
Boca Juniors missed out on their first
win in the Argentine Primera Divi-
sion’s Apertura tournament after a
last-gasp Franco Fragapane goal for
Union eancelled out Marcelo Saracchi’s
early opener for the visitors on Wednes-
day.

Coming off a draw against Argenti-
nos Juniors in their Sunday opener,
Boca put in a solid performance in the
first half, grabbing the lead just five min-
utes into the game after Saracchi ham-
mered a powerful strike off the cross-
bar and into the net.

The second half saw the hosts push-
ingforan equaliser. But they struggled
to create any clear-cut chances to
breach a solid Boca backline until for-
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mer Boca striker Fragapane pounced on
a loose ball in the box to fire low and
find the winner two minutes into stop-
page time.

Earlier in the 78th minute, substitute
Kevin Zenon could have extended
Boca's lead, but goalkeeper Thiago

Cardozo blocked his attempt in a one-
on-one

“We didn't want to sit back, but
that's how the game turned out. We are
very annoved, we wanted to take a
win from here and it slipped away
from us at the end,” Boca midfielder
Tomas Belmonte told ESPN.

“Wehavea great squad, nowwehave
to show it on the pitch. Today at times
we played a great game.”

Bocawill look to get back towinning
ways on Sunday when they host Hura-
can.

“You are not going to find results
overnight,” Boca manager Fernando
Gago said. “We have to build, we have
10 get there and we have to try to find
a better thythm as the matches go by.”

Hockey India announces 32-
member Team for FIH Pro League

on Thursday an-
nounced a 32-member Indian Men's
Hockey squad ahead of the
Bhubaneswar leg of the FIH Pro
League 2024-25, which will be held at
the Kalinga Hc Stadium.

Veteran drag-flicker Harmanpreet
Singh will continue to lead the side as
captain with deputy Hardik Singh by
side. India will kick start its campaign
with matches against Spain, Ger-
many, Ireland and England from
15th to 25th February playing each
team twice.

The squad includes first-choice
goalkeeper Krishan Bahadur Pathak
alongwith Suraj Karkera and
Princedeep Singh in goal.

Jarmanpreet Singh, Amit Rohi-
das, Captain Harmanpreet Singh,
Sumit, Sanjay, Jugraj Singh, Nilam
Sanjeep Xess, Varun Kumar and
Yashdeep Siwach will be stationed in
defence. .

In the midfield, the team features
Rajkumar Pal, Shamsher Singh, Man-
preet Singh, Vice Captain Hardik
Singh, Vivek Sagar Prasad, Nilakan-
ta Sharma, Moirangthem Rabichan-
dra Singh and Rajinder Singh

Playing in the attack will be Ab-

Man City scrape into Champions League
knockouts with comeback win over Brugge

London
Manchester C
pions League
they scraped into the playoffs by
beating Belgium's Club Brugge 3-1
in a nervy must-win match on
Wednesday thanks to goals from
Mateo Kavacic and substitute Sav-
inho, and a Brugge own goal

The victory in their league-phase
finale secured Pep Guardiola's men
a spot in the two-legged playoff
knockout round, where they will
face either Bayern Munich or Real
Madrid. They finished 22nd in the
table, three places above elimina-
tion.

“In the second half we lifted our
soul and our hearts were free,” re-
lieved City boss Pep Guardiola told
TNT Sports.

“For today we are in the next
round, that’s good. The first half
was s0 academic, we didn’t have the
spark todo it against a team that de-
fends really well.”

Brugge players and staff lingered
on the pitch for several minutes
with phones in hand, watching oth-
er results, before finally celebrating
24th place and a spot in the next
round.

We try to push them every day.
All the credit to the group,” Brugge
cky Haven said
plan and they
executed it as well as possible. We
are quite happy we go to the next
round. We are quite ambitious,
This group wants to perform every
day.”

Brugge, who were lightning quick
on the counter-attack, punished
City and stunned the Etihad Stadi-
um crowd seconds before halftime
when Ferran Jutgla easily beat
Matheus Nunes before sending in a
long cross that Raphael Onyedika
smashed into the back of the net.

Guardiola slumped down in his
seat in response.

Mateo Kovacic levelled in the
53rd minute when he dribbled
through the heart of Brugge's de-
fence before unleashing a shot from
the edge of the 18-yard box into the
bottem eorner.

City, who hoisted the
Champions League tro-
phy in 2023 and have
reached the knockout
stage of Europe’s elite
competition every sea-
son since Guardiola
took the helm in 2016,
paved the way for the
nerve-jangling finale
with a rocky couple of
months that saw them
win just three of the
eight league-phase
games.

City went ahead nine minutes
later when Joel Ordonez slid to
block Josko Gvardiol's cross but
knocked it into the net, and then
Savinho added a third in the 77th
minute when John Stones played a
pinpoint cross-field ball that the

Brazilian ¢! hulnl down before firing
it past keeper Simon Mignolet,

‘NOT EASY’

“Every game in the Champions
League isa tough one. e happy
that we are through now, because it
h group stage; for
Kovacice told TNT Sports
“That m are through is the most
important, and then whoever comes
next will be difficult.”

City, who hoisted the Champions
League trophy in 2023 and have
reached the knockout stage of Eu-
elite competition every sea-
since Guardiola took the helm
in 2016, paved the way for the
nerve-jangling finale with a rocky
couple of months that saw them win
just three of the eight league-phase
games.

Brugge, whose loss ended a 20-
game unbeaten streak across all
competitions, threatened from the
whistle, putting City fans on ten-
terhooks and sending Guardiola
into fits of frustration.

The visitors had a terrific chance
in the opening minutes when Chris-
tos Tzolis pounced on a misunder-
standing between Nunes and
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Manuel Akanji, dribbing half the
length of the field before launching
a shot.

Iikay Gundogan had a goal for
City chalked off for offside in the
16th minute.

City were better after the bry
and Guardiola’s decision to bring on
Savinho for the second half paid off.
He was a key part of the move that
led to Brugge's own goal with his
perfectly weighted pass that found
Gvardiol,

Asked about Guardiola's halftime
team talk, Kovacic said: "It was
good, because we came out ve
well. We knew we neéeded to step up.

“In the second half, we showed
great character to win and go
through. We have a good team and
we came back from 1-0 down. We
know we are a great team.”

A large fire broke out in a mer-
chandise kiosk outside Etihad Sta-
dium just as fans were making their
way to the ground. Firefighters re-
mained for 90 minutes to ensure it
was extinguished

A fitting start to a night that saw
City narrowly avoid their season go-
ing up in flames.

hishek, Sukhject Singh, Lalit Kumar
Upadhyay, Mandeep Singh, Gurjant
Singh, Boby singh Dhami, Shilanand
Lakra, Dilpreet Singh, Araijeet Singh
Hundal, Uttam Singh and lastly An-
gad Bir singh and Arshdeep Singh
make the cut.

Impress performances in the
junior team and the ongoing Hockey
India League has won 2 ar-old
Angad Bir Singh and 20-year-old
Arshdeep Singh their first senior
team call-ups for the upcoming FIH
Pro League matches.

Speaking on the squad selection,
Indian Men's Team Head Coach Craig
Fulton stated, “Extremely happy with
the squad we have selected for the up-
coming Bhubaneswar leg matches
ofthe FIH Pro League 2024-25. I be-
lieve this team can win us games, per-
form in harmony and most impor-
tantly play an impressive brand of
hockey. Looking forward to training
with the players in the camp and
starting our Pro League campaign on
the right note.”

“T have been scouting these players
over the last few weeks and am ex-
cited to see what they do against
some of the best international teams
in the world.” he added

Atalanta’s Gasperini
upbeat despite
impending playoff

“We are Atalanta, we have
to be happy to play in the
Champions League, to com-
pete with the best European
teams,” Gasperini told the
reporters.

lona

Atalanta coach Gian Piero Gasperi-
ni lauded his team’s Champions
League ]wrﬁ)nnmwe« on Wednesday
despite narrowly missing out on an
automatic place in the last 16 aftera
2-2 draw at Barcelona on Wednes-

The final league phase fixture saw
Europa League champions Atalanta
slip to ninth in the standings, with
the top eight qualifying directly, and
they will go into the two-legged
knockout phase playoff round

“We are Atalanta, we have to be
happy to play in the Champions
League, to compete with the best Eu-
Topean teams,” Gasperini told the re-
porters,

“For us it is all a great experience,
hearing (the fans) sing in these sta-
diums... Those who think different-
ly (must be) frustrated.”

Atalanta were seventh after beat-
ing Austrian side Sturm Graz 5-0 and
a win at five-times European cham-
pions Barcelona would have seen
them avoid the playoffs.

They will now, however, face Bel-
gian n.hnnl]unn\ Club Brugge or Por-
tugal’s Sporting Lisbon for a spot in
the knockout round

Asked whether he felt satisfied or
regretted mot finishing in the top
eight, Gasperini said his feelings
were all positive.

“It’s the first one all the way,” he
said. “We are in the Champions
League. We will next play and see
what happens against Sporting or
Brugge, it's not like we're used to it.

“"We played in the Champions
League for four years, this type of
match really enhances the team.”

Atalanta advanced to the quarter-
finals on their competition debut in
2019-20, before reaching last 16 the
following year and being eliminated
at group stage in 2021-22.




Documentary
filmmaker-activist

New Delhi
enowned docu-
mentary and ac-
tivist Tapan K

died

Thursday at his residence

here. He was 78.

Bose, who started his ac-
tivism stint during the
Emergency period in the
late 1970s, was a fearless
advocate against human
rights violations in Punjab
and Jammu & mir

As g documentary direc-
tor, his eredits include "An
Indian Story on Bhagalpur
Bindings” (1981), "Bhopal
Beyond Genocide” (1986),
"Jharkhand" (1993) and
"The Expendable People”
(2016),

Bose was a part of a col-

Bose on

lective of activists, scien-
tists, journalis and
artists, who tried to

strengthen the rationalist
spirit of the Indian consti-
tution and fight oppres-
sion - historic and con-
temporary, according to 4
statement

"Tapan Bose was a very
dear friend of communities
who were oppressed by jin-
goistic nationalism and
militarisation. His friend-
ships across Balochistan,
Burma, Kashmir, Naga

ar-

Tapan K Bose dies at 78

eas and Tamil movement
in Sri Lanka are well
known.

"From the earlier part
of his life when he made
documentary films as a
medium to counter unde-
mocratic forces, he shifted
to being an activist and a
Mentor to younger gener-
ations in resistance,” it
added.

His knowledge of South
Asia made him a recog-
nised author with many
academic publishers across
the world and many
younger film-makers, said
Pakistan India Peoples’ Fo-
rum for Peace & Democra-
cy.

"He committed himself
to being available for com-
munities and people who
opposed the capitalist
plunder of the earth and
colonisation of resources
and people. He extended
his support to the trade
union movement and was

a close advisor to the fish-
eries peoples, forest work-
ers movements," they
added. Bose's last rites will
be performed at Lodi Road
Crematorium on Friday.
He is survived by wife Rita
Manchanda and daughter
Devjani Saini.

New Delhi
ctor Shahid
Kapoor saysit's a
privilege to re-
inite with film-

maker Vishal Bhardwaj
for a fourth film, de-
scribing it as their
"most open” proj-
ect till date.

Kapoaor,
previously
laborated

who
col-
with
laimed di-

the

rector on

“Kaminey"
Haider”, and
ngoon", said
the new movie is
a love story, set
against the back-
drop of the
Mumbai under-
world in the
1990s.
Much
2009's "
the

like
Kaminey”,
tor said the

New Delhi
Film Her-

tion' (FHF) is
set to organise
sereening of
"Deewaar” on Febru-

v 1 to celebrate the
50th release anni
of the
-directed film
lim-Javed, the
ction drama re-
nuary 21, 1975, It
starred Amitabh Bachchan
and Shashi Kapoor in the
lead. According to the off

Yash

‘Instagram’ page of ‘FHF,
the filmwill be showcased at
Mumbai's iconic Regal Cin-
ema on Saturday at 6 pm on
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currently untitled film has a
certain "quirkiness” to it.
“It's always been a privi-
lege to work with Vishal sir.
This is

i
excited to work

with all of them, start-
ing with Nana Patekar sir.
Randeep Hooda and | have
known each other for many
years. So it's great to work

with somebody of his
calibre as an
actor.

our most
open film that we've made
so far in terms of appeal and
relatability... It's inherently
a love story based against
the backdrop of the Mumbai

gangsters in the '9os...

"Like 'Kaminey', there's a
quirk to the film... It has a
certain unigueness to the
world, which in moments

a "new screen”. "A very spe-
cial screening of Yash
Chopra's "Deewaar” (1975) to
celebrate 50 years of the re-
lease of a landmark film of
Indian cinema on February 1,
2025, at 06:00 pm at Regal
Cinema on the new screen!

will feel a little heightened,
which is very interesting,”
Shahid said.

Bhardwaj's film also stars
Triptii Dimi, Nana Patekar
and Randeep Hooda with
Vikrant Massey in aspecial
appearance.

The 43-year-old actor,
who is iting the re-
lease of "Deva”, said heis
happy about working
with such a stellar cast.

"T'm excited to work with
all of them, starting with
Nana Patekar sir, Randeep
Hooda and 1 have known
each other for many vears.
So it's great o work with
somebody of his calibre
an actor.

"We have a special ap-
Vikrant
Massey, who I adore as an
actor. We have crossed
paths sometimes, I've al-
loved his work. There's
Triptii, who's playing the

pearance from

way

Produced by “Trimurti Films',
"Deewar” was a smash hit
that further established
Amitabh Bachchan's iconie
persona of the ‘Angry Young
Man’ and the famed screen-

writer duo of Salim~Javed,"
the not-for-profit founda-

Film with Vishal sir setin '90s
Mumbai, got quirks much like
'Kaminey': Shahid Kapoor

female lead, and it's an ex-
tremely strong role for her.
We're trying to make a film
for a wide audience,” he

added.
"Deva”, which arrives in
theatr iday, will see
Shahid playing the roleof a
rough-and-tough cop who
goestogreat lengths to seek
justice for his colleague.
According to the actor,
his titular character from
the Rosshan Andrrews

rectorial is another addi-
tion to the universe of ‘angry
young men’ who are "very
watchable” on the big
sereen. Shahid, who broke
out of his "chocolate boy"
image with films such as
"Kaminey”, "Udta Punjab",

Kabir Singh” and "Bloody
Daddy”, said he often fields
questions about such char-
acters and whether watch-
ing them on the screen is
good for the masses.

Film Heritage Foundation to screen
'Deewaar’ to mark film's 50th anniversary

tion said in the post on
Wednesday night. "Deewaar”
revolved around two impav-
erished brothers struggling to
survive in the shums of Mum-
bai. When they grow up, the
elder
(Bachchan) tums to crime
while the younger one Ravi
(Kapoor) becomes an honest
police officer. Tt also starred
Nirupa Roy, Neetu Singh
and Parveen Babi. The ‘FHF
also expressed special thanks
to Rajiv Rai and “Trimurti
Films for making the screen-
ing of the film possible.
"Scrvening is freeand open to
public. Seating on first come,
first serve basis,” it further
said in the post.

brother  Vijay

Oscar-nominated live-
action short film 'Anuja’
to release on Netflix

Fun ar ADAM

Mumbsai
scar-nominated
live-action short
film “Anuja” will
be released on

Netflix on February 5, the
streamer announced on
Thursday.

Directed by Adam J
Graves, the short
is billed as a
hopeful and
heartfelt
tale of re-
silience,
love, and
opportu-
Tty amidst
hardship.

“Anuja” has
Hollywood
writer Mindy Kaling onboard
as producer, with two-time
Oscar winner Guneet Monga
and
Chopra Jonas attached as
executive producers.

Kaling expressed gratitude
to Netflix for showcasing the
movie on their platform.

“Itisadream come trueto
have ‘Anuja’ on Netflix, where
it can be seen by the world-
wide audience it deserves.
I'mso gratefill to Bela Bajaria
and Netflix India for seeing
what I saw in this beautiful
short film,” the actor-pro-

superstar Priyanka

ducer said in a statement.

Swara Bhasker criticises social
media platform X for permanently

suspending her account

Mumbai

ctress Swara

Bhasker has pub-

licly slammed so-

rial media pla
form X after her account was
suspended over alleged copy-
right violations.

The actresstook to her In-
stagram handle to express
her frustration, revealing that
two of her tweets were flagged
for copyright infringement.
leading to her account being
locked and ultimately sus-
pended. In a detailed post,
Swara outlined the reasons

behind the suspension, stat-
ing that one of the flagged im-
ages featured the popular
slogan “Gandhi Hum Shar-
mindaa Hain, Tere Qaatil

Zindagi Hain," a well-known
slogan from the progressive
movement in India.

The Veere Di Wedding'
actress also defended the use
ofthe image, claiming it was
an urban, modern folk idiom
with no copyright attached to
it Sharing a screenshot of her
account, Swara

suspended
wrate, “You can't make this
stuffup!!!!) Dear X, Twoim-
ages from two tweets have
been marked as ‘copyright in-
fringements”. Basis which my
X account is locked / dis-
abled, I can't acvessit and per-
manent suspension has been
approved by your teams.One
with an orange background
and text in Hindi Devnaagri
seript reading “Gandhi Hum

Sharmindaa hain, Tere gaatil
zindagi hain"is a popular slo-
gan of the prog;
ment in India. There
copyright violation. It is akin
o urban modern folkidiom.”

Her post further read, “The
second image marked as a
violation is an image of MY
OWN child with her face con-
cealed waving an Indian flag
and with writing 'HAPPY RE-
PUBLIC DAY India. Howcan
this passibly be a copyright in-
fringement ???? Who has a
copyright on my child’s like-
ness??? Both of these com-
plaints 3
tenable by any rational, log-
ical and objective under-
standing of any legal defini-
tion of copyright

re ridiculous and un-

RajKummar Rao,
Patralekhaa’s cryptic
post leaves fans guessing

Mumbai
ollywood couple
RajKummar Rao
and Patralekhaa
have sparked cu-

riosity ameng fans with a
cryptic post, hinting at an
upeoming eollaboration,

Taking to Instagram, the
duo shared a silhouette of
themselves against colour-
ful lights, along with a cap-
tion that left fans guess-
ing.

“Something special is

brewing. Can't wait toshare
it with you all, Stay tuned!”
Patralekhaa further clari-
fied any speculation by
adding, “P.
becoming parents yet”.

‘While the details remain
under wraps, fans are eager
to know what the couple is
working on.

RajKummar and Pa-
tralekhaa tied the knot on
November 15, 2021, in an
intimate
Chandigarh.

We are not

ceremony  in

has Hollywood
star-writer Mindy
Kaling on board as pro-
ducer, with two-time Oscar
winner Guneet Monga and
superstar Priyanka
Chopra Jonas attached TSRS waee
as executive pro-

GRAVES

Graves, who has also pro-
duced “Anuja” with wi
chitra Mattai, said they are
happy about the release of
their movie.

“Suchitraand I areincred-
ibly grateful that ‘Anuja’ has
home on Netflix
story of hope was
brought to life
through collab-
oration with
somany tal-

ented and
passionate
peaple. We

are thrilled

sults of our col-
lective dedication
can finally be enjoyed
by audiences around the
world,” he added.

Inthe live-action short film
category at the upcomin
g7th Acadenmy Awads, “Anu-
ja" will compete with "A
Lien","T'm Not a Robot”, “The
Last Ranger” and “The Man
Who Could Not Remain
Silent™,

“Anuja” is produced in col-
laboration with the Salaam
Baalak Trust (SBT), a non-
profit founded by filmmaker
Mira Nair's family in support
of street and working chil-
dren, alongside Shine Glob-
al, and Krushan Naik Films.

M Night
Shyamalan ropes

in Jake Gyllenhaal
for new movie

Shyamalan is set to

collaborate with

Hollywood  star

Jake Gyllenhaal for his next
directorial project.

The project is a supernat-

ural romantic thriller, based

on an original story co-c
ated by Shyamalan and best-
selling novelist Nicholas
Sparks, reported entertain-
ment news outlet Deadline

Shyamalan and Sparks arc
independently creating a
screenplay and a novel, re-
spectively, both inspired by
the same original love story,
Each project will feature the
same core concept and char-
acters but will be uniquely
adapted to suit its medium
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