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@® 30 dead, 60 injured in
Mahakumbh stampede

M DIG Vaibhav Krishna says stampede took place between 1 and 2 a.m., when a huge crowd broke the
barricades, which led to casualties; 25 of the victims identified, at least 36 among the 60 injured
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Mahakumbh Nagar

t least 30 people

were killed and

60 injured in a
pre-dawn stampede
at the Sangam area of
the Maha Kumbh early
Wednesday as millions
of pilgrims jostled for
space to take a holy dip
on the oceasion of one of
the most auspicious days
of Mauni Amavasya.

Several hours after
the incident took place
between 1-2 am, Maha
Kumbh DIG Vaibhav Kr-
ishna gave the details of
the casualties at a press
conference here in the
evening.

"The incident took
place due to the pres-
sure of the erowd. The
crowd broke barricades
and jumped to the oth-
er side, crushing those
waiting there. Over 9o
injured were rushed to
the hospital, of whom 30
died," he said.

The officer said 25 of
the deceased have been
identified. Four of them
are from Karnataka and
one each from Assam
and Gujarat,

; official helplii

Among those injured,
46 are undergoing treat-
ment at the hospital and
the rest have been sent
with their families.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra  Modi  offered
his condolences to the
devotees who lost their
family members in the
stampede,  describing
the tragedy as "extreme-
ly saddening”.

the night,
Uttar  Pradesh  Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yvanath announced a
three-member  judicial
commission, comprising
Justice Harsh Kumar,
former DG VK G
and retd IAS VK Singh
to look into the reasons
behind the stampede.
He also announced an
ex gratia of Rs 25 lakh

Later in

Wagf committee adopts
recommendations, revised Bill

New Delhi

e Joint Commit-
tee of Parliament
scrutinising  the

Wagf (Amendment) Bill
on Wednesday adopt-
ed its report and the
amended version of the
proposed law with a ma-
Jjority vote, the panel's
chairperson Jagdambi-
ka Pal said.

Opposition members
voiced their strong criti-
cism of the adopted Bill,
which was approved
with 15-11 votes, alleging
that it was “unconstitu-
tional" and will destroy
the Waqf board by al-
lowing tlcrr the govern-
ment’s interference in
the religious matters of
Muslims.

Pal, however, claimed
that many of the amend-
ments approved by the

committee  have ad-
dressed several con-
cerns  of opposition

members as well, adding
the Bill once enacted

—_—

transparently and more
effectivel

For the first time,
"pasmanda"  (backward)
Muslims, the poor,
and orphans
have been included
among beneficiaries of
the Waqf, endowment
made by Muslims for
charitable religious pur-
poses, he added.

The seasoned BJP

women

HIGHLIGHT

W The committee held
38 meetings in Delhi
since its constitution
in August 2024 and
toured across the
country as it consulted
stakeholders to arrive
at its conclusions.

member said the report
will be submitted to Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Thursday. It is now
for him and Parliament
to decide the next course
of action, he told report-
ers when asked if the

31
The committee held
38 meetings in the na-
tional capital since its
constitution on August
8 last year and toured
across the committee as
it consulted stakehold-
ers to arrive at its eon-

clusions Agency

'Poison in Yamuna': Modi, Rahul slam
Kejriwal, Haryana court issues summon

New Delhi

mid an escalat-
ing row over AAP
hief Arvind Kejri-

val's claim of Haryana
poisoning the Yamuna
water, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday
lashed out at former
Delhi chief minister, al-
leging that he has failed
to fulfil his promise to
clean the river in the last
10 vears,

Later in the day, Ke-
jriwal responded to the
Election ~ Commission
(EC) notice over his
claim that the Haryana
government was "mix-
ing poison” in Yamuna
and said raw water re-
ceived from the state re-

Y

&

cently has been "highly
contaminated and ex-
tremely poisonous” for
human health.

In a related devel-
opment, a court in
Harya Sonipat on
Wednesday summoned
Kejriwal on February 17
on a complaint over his
claim that the BJP-ruled
state was mixing "poi-
son in the Yamuna" riv-
er. The court of Senipat

\

Chief Judicial Magis-
trate Neha Goyal issued
a notice to Kejriwal in
the matter.
Polling for the
70-member Delhi  As-
sembly will take place on
February 5 and counting
of votes will be under-
taken on February 8.
In his reply to the
EC, the former Delhi
chief minister said his
remarks were made in

context of an
public health cr
drinking water quality in
the city.

In the 14-page reply
to the EC, he said the
“alleged statements” at-
tributed to him were
made as his public duty
to highlight the "severe
toxicity and contam-
ination” of raw water
received from the BJP-
ruled state.

Kejriwal also said the
ammonia level in raw
water received from
Haryana was so "ex-
treme” that water treat-
ment plants in Delhi
are unable to process it
down to safe and per-
missible limits for hu-
man consumption.

Agency

cident.

DIG Krishna said bar-
ricades have been placed
in the mela and akhara
areas for lane manage-
ment but they gave way
under the pressure of
the jostling.

As the barricades
broke, people fell on
those sitting and wait-
ing for taking the holy
dip during the 'brahm
muhurt’ (early morning
time considered auspi-
cious to perform certain
activities), he said.

Many ordinary people,
including women and
children, fell down and
were crushed,

The officer said the
government has issued
strict  directives there
each for the kin of the  will be no VIP protocol
ed. in the mela now on-
important to get  wards.
to the bottom of the According to eyewit-
whole episode on how  nessaccounts, one of the
such a tragedy occurred,”  reasons for the tragedy
a visibly emotional Adit- was the sudden surge of
yanath said, adding that  pilgrims at the Sangam -
the chief secretary and  all driven by an obvious
DGP would visit the desire to take the holy
Maha Kumbh on Thurs-  dip at 3 am, the start of
day for an in-depth the auspicious hour.
probe into the tragic in- CONTD ON PAGE-2
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ISRO scoresa 100
PSLV takes the cake
with most to space

Sriharikota
Andhra Pradesh)
he Indian Space
Research  Organi-

tion (ISRO) on
Wednesday
historic 5
1woth m
revealed an ambitious
future plan of crossing
the next 100 launches in
five years,

rocket) with 7 and SSLV
Il Satellite Launch
Vehicle) 3, follow suit.

The others are Reu
ble Launch Vehicle,
(Test Vehicle) and PAT
(Pad Abort Test).

LV, o

Starting off with the satellites into 5
SLV in 1979, the space  Low Earth Orbits. The
agency crossed the vehicle which is 444
100-mission mark af- metre tall is equipped

ter 46 years, but what
stands out is the PSLV's
dominance through the
vears with 62 missions,
The Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV)
has turned out to be 1S-

to take payloads of up
to 1,750 kg to Sun-Syn-
chronous Polar Orbits of
600 km altitude.

However, on account
of its unmatched relia-
, ISRO said PSLV

RO's most trusted rocket, ~ was also used to launch
thanks to its unmatched  various satellites into
reliability. Geosynchronous  and

While PSLV has been  Geostationary orbits,

like satellites from the
IRNSS constellation.

The PSLV comes in
four variants — PSLV-
CA, PSLV-DL, PSLV-QL,
PSLV-XL.

Agency

used for 62 missions,
GSLV with indigenous
cryogenic upper stage
comes next with 17.
LVM3 (Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehi-
cle MkIII--the heaviest
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30 dead, 60
injured in
Mahakumbh

stampede

CONT FROM PAGE-1

After the stampede,
Amrit snan, the tradi-
tional bathing ritual of
akharas, was deferred
but it resumed in the
afternoon. The bathing
for devotees, however,
continued at the tight-
ly-packed Sangam and
other ghats along the
Ganges which were less
crowded.

Nearly six crore devo-
tees took a dip Wednes-

ay.

Around 2 am, the blar-
ing sirens of ambulanc-
es and police vehicles
rushing to the Sangam
piereed through the con-
tinuous chants of man-
tras and shlokas echo-
ing from loudspeakers
across the Kumbh Mela
area.

Those injured were
taken to the central hos-
pital set up in the Mela
area. Relatives of many
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‘Mismanagement VIP movement self
promotion’ Oppn slams Centre, UP govt

New Delhi:

he opposition on
Wednesday hit out

at the Centre and
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment over the Maha
Kumbh stampede, with
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi saying that mis-
management and ad-
ministration’s  special
focus on VIP movement
were responsible for the
tragic incident.

Gandhi also said “VIP
culture” should be reined
in and the government
should make better ar-
rangements to fulfil the
needs of common devo-
tees at the Maha Kumbh
in Prayagraj.

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said
“half-baked  arrange-
ments, VIP movement,
paying more attention
 self-promotion  and
mismanagement are re-

ible for this”. Such

injured also reached to s

there, as did some sef-

ior ative and

police officials. arrangements
Security  personnel

and rescue workers were
seen carrying many of
the injured on stretch-
ers, People's belongings,
inchuding blankets and
bags, lay strewn around.

Sarojini, a devotee
from Karnataka said,
"We came in a batch of
60 people in two bus-
es, we were nine people
in the group. Suddenly
there was pushing in
the crowd, and we got
trapped. A lot of us fell
down and the crowd
went uncontrolled.”
"There was no chance for
escape, there was push-
ing from all sides,” the
‘woman told PIT Videos,

A man from Chhat-
tarpur  in = Madhya
Pradesh said his moth-
er was injured and hos-
pitalised, while a mid-
dle-aged couple from
Meghalaya walked away
from the crowd, hoth of
them sobbing and nar-
rating to reporters their
harrowing experience of
getting caught up in the
ruckus,

Another woman at
the hospital, whose
child suffered injuries
in the chaos, namrated
her ordeal, claiming,
"There was nowhere to
go. Seme people who
pushed us were laughing
while we begged them
for kindness towards the
children." In a poston X
around noon, Modi said
the local adminismrinn

in Praya

all pusslb%?iulp to thc
vietims and wished a
speedy recovery to the
injured.

Agency

despite
spending thousands of
crores of rupees are con-
demnable, he said.

At least 30 people
were killed and 60 oth-
ers injured in the stam-
pede that broke out at
the Maha Kumbh Mela
in the early hours of

Wednesday, officials
said.
The pre-dawn stam-
pede at the Sangam area
broke out as millions
of pilgrims jostled for
space to take a holy dip
on Mauni Amavasya,
considered one of the
most  auspicious days
during the mela.
Opposition leaders in
Uttar Pradesh targeted
the Adityanath govern-
ment over the stampede.
Samajwadi Party pres-
ident” Akhilesh Yﬂddv
demanded that the man-

Students from Indiaachieve
top results in Outstanding
Cambridge Learner Awards

_ Chandigarh:

The International Ed-
ucation group at Cam-
bridge University Press
& Assessment (Cam-
bridge) is delighted to
announce the winners of
the Outstanding Cam-
bridge Learner Awards
in India. The awards
celebrate the outstand-
ing academic achieve-
ments of secondary
school learners in India
in the November 2023,
March and June 2024
Cambridge examination
series.

In total,228stu-
dents in India received
awards, for exceptional
performance in Cam-
bridge IGCSE™ and
International AS & A
Levelexaminations
across a wide range of
subjects. The winners,
felicitated at a cere-
mony in  Mumbai,in-
clude 82students who
won “Top in the World”
awards for achieving
the highest mark in the
world in a single subject,
and 11ostudents who at-
tained the highest mark
in India in a single sub-

ject. The awards show
that students in India
are performing particu-
Tarly well in Mathemat-
ies followed by English.
In India, 88% of the
students who have ex-
celled in the Top in
World' Award category
are from Mathematics
and English disciplines,
with Mathematies alone
accounting for 80%.

e Outstanding Cam-
bridge Learner Awards
programme  celebrates
the success of students
taking examinations
awarded by Cambridge
International  Educa-
tion in over 40 coun-
tries around the world.
Cambridge  qualifica-
tions prepare and equip
learners with the skills
they need to thrive at
university and beyond.
The world’s best higher
education  institutions
recognise  Cambridge
qualifications and val-
ue the critical think-
ing skills, independent
research abilities and
deep subject knowledge
that Cambridge learners
bring to university.

agement of the world’s
largest religious event
should be immediately
handed overtothe army.

Yadav also said that

those  who  claimed
“world-class  arrange-
ments” in the Maha
Kumbh should resign

from their posts taking
moral responsibility for
the stampede.

“In order to re-estah-
lish faith in the system
among the saint commu-
nity and devotees who
have come to the Maha
Kumbh, it is necessary

that the administration

and management of the
Maha Kumbh should
be immediately handed
over to the army instead
of the UP government,”
he said on X.

“Now that the truth
of the claims of making
world class arrange-
ments has come out in
front of everyone, those
who were claiming and
spreading false propa-
ganda about it should
resign from their posts
taking moral respon-
sibility for the people

Gandhi also  said

“VIP culture” should
be reined in and
the government

should make better
arrangements to fulfil
the needs of common
devotees at the Maha

Kumbh in Praj

killed in this accident,”
he said.

BSP supremo Maya-
wati said the incident
was saddening and wor-
risome.

West  Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee offered her con-
dolences to the bereaved
families.

Banerjee in a post on
X emphasised the need
of “maximal planning
and care” to handle huge
assemblies such as the
Kumbh, citing her expe-
riences of organising the
annual Gangasagar Mela
in West Bengal .

Jharkhand Chief Min-
ister Hemant Soren also
offered his condolenc-
es to pilgrims who lost

their family members in
the stampede.
Soren hoped  that

the Union government

Will quit ministry if Fadnavis or

Ajit Pawar ask me: Dhananjay

Mumbai:

Amid opposition call for

his resignation over the
Beed sarpanch murder
case, Maharashtra min-
ister Dhananjay Munde
on Wednesday said he is
ready to quit if asked by
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis or deputy CM
Ajit Pawar.

Munde's close aide
Walmik Karad has been
arrested in an extortion
case linked to the mur-
der. Munde, 49, who be-
longs to the Ajit Pawar-
led NCP, is now the
Food and Civil Supplies
minister.

Social activist Anjali
Damania said she would
file a Public Interest Lit-
igation and make Fad-
navis a respondent if the
state government did
not act against Munde
within four days, while
NCP (SP) working pres-
ident Supriva Sule the
NCP  minister should
quit on "moral grounds,”

Massajog village
sarpanch Santosh
Deshmukh was abduet-
ed, tortured and mur-
dered on December g,
2024, for allegedly tiy-

Yy 9

ing to stop an extortion
bid targeting an energy
firm in Beed, Munde’s
home district,

Speaking to reporters
in New Delhi, Munde
said, “If Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis or
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar
believe that | am guilty,
they should ask for my
resignation. I am ready
to step down. It is for
them to decide whether
I am guilty or not. [ have
been targeted for the
past 51 days.”

Munde dismissed
the possibility of resign-

Beating Retreat: Foot-tapping music soulful
renditions mark end of R-Day celebrations

New Delhi:
Foot-tapping mele-
dies and the majestic
backdrop of a setting
sun over Raisina Hills
mesmerised the audi-
ence at Vijay Chowk on
Wednesday during the
Beating Retreat ceremo-
ny, marking the culmi-
nation of the 76th Re-
public Day celebrations.

From “Kadam Kad-
am Badhaye Ja” and
“Aye Watan Tere Liye”
to “Ganga Jamuna“and
“Bharat Ke Jawan” —
bands from the Indi-
an Army, Navy, Indian
Adr Force (IAF) and the
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) played
30 foot-tapping tunes
before a distinguished

audience  comprising
President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice-President
Jagdeep Dhankhar,

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh,
among others.
President Murmu ar-
rived in the traditional
buggy with the audience

NI CEL ENG 2014/56486 i
ofBooks Act 187). Reproducscn

cheering as her open
gold-plated carriage
hw]l]led down the Raisina
ill.

The ceremony be-
gan with the massed
band’s “Kadam Kadam
Badhaye Ja” tune, fol-
lowed by several cap-
tivaring numbers such
as “Amar Bharati”,
“Indradhanush”,  “Jai
Janam Bhumi®, “Nati
in Himalayan Valley”,
“Ganga Jamuna” and
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played \’ua\ Bharat”,

"Rajastha_n qups",
‘\y:- ‘Watan Tere Llye i

and “Bharat ke Jawan".

“Millennitm

Fantasy were
tunes played by the IAF
band, while the Navy
band played “Rashtri-
ya Pratham”, “Nishak

Nishpad”,
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“Aatmanir-

bhar Bharat”, “Spread

the Light of Freedom”,
“Rhythm of the Reef*
and “Jai Bharati',

It was followed by the

Army band which played
“Veer
‘Watan”,

Sapoot”, “Tagat
“Mera  Yuva

Bharat*, “Dhruv” and

“Faulad Ka Jigar”.

The
then played the tunes

Massed  Bands

“Priyam Bharatam”,
e Mere Watan Ke

Pt L, A8, Sctor-2, Niida

olfice- €128, JrdFloor, T, Sector-2. Nowa, Uttar Prag

Logon” and “Drummers

Call”, drawing loud
cheer and applause from
the audience.

The event came to a
close with the ever-pop-
ular tune “Sare Jahan
Se Acha”, played by the
Buglers,

The principal conduc-
tor of the ceremony was
Commander Manoj Se-
bastian.

The Army band econ-
ductor was Subedar Ma-
jor (honpurary eaptain)
Bishan Bahadur, while
M Antony, MCPO MUS
11, and Warrant Officer
Ashok Kumar were the
conductors of the Navy
and TAF bands, respec-
tively.

The conductor of the
CAPF band was Head
Constable GD Mahajan
Kailash Madhava Rao.

The Pipes and Drums
band played under the
instructions of Subedar
Major Abhilash Singh,
while the Buglers per-
formed under the lead-
ership of Naib Subedar
Bhupal Singh.

St B Nogar- 3001301

ing from the cabinet on
moral grounds.

“My morality is reoted
in my honesty towards
my people. I speak with
complete  sincerity. 1
do not consider myself
morally guilty. If [ am
guilty, my senior leaders
will tell me so,” asserted
the MLA from Parli.

Damania, who met
Ajit Pawar two days ago,
said she had given all
necessary  documen-
tary evidence about
Munde’s ‘nexus’ with
Karad.

“1 have given the
government an ulti-
matum of 96 hours
will wait for four da;

AgAINS
will file a PIL and make
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis, deputy CM
Ajit Pawar respondents
and persenally Hable,”

she said.

She said she had pro-
vided evidence about al-
k;gnd financial dealin

Karad and Munde
and also about a firm in
which they are partners
getting a contract from
agovernment company.

would investigate the
incident thoroughly and
take necessary steps to
prevent such accidents
n the future.

“We all must learn
from such tragedies
and ensure proper safe-
ty arrangements in the
future so that such in-
cidents do not happen
again,” he said

Congress chief
Kharge said the news
of “many people losing
their lives” and many
getting injured due to
the stampede on the
banks of the Tirthraj
Sangam  during the
Maha Kumbh is ex-
tremely heartbreaking.

“Our deepest condo-
lences to the families
of the devotees and we
wish for the speedy re-
covery of the injured,”
he said.

“Half-baked arrange-
ments, VIP movement,
paying more attention
to self-promotion and
mismanagement are re-
sponsible for this. Such
arrangements  despite
spending  thousands
of crores of rupees are
condemnable,™ the
Congress chief said in a
postin Hindi on X.

PUBLIC NOTICE

We, Sh. Namin Dass Nanda S/o
Shri Sajry Nunda & Sh Mayunlc
Nanda 8/0 Shri Naresh Nanda Both
o 16/5, AB, Tilak Nogr, New
Delbi-110018 and lawful purchaser
of property/Fat No 20, FF. New
Market Situsted at Tilsk: Nagar, New
Delli 18 do herby infon that the
ocigingl Lease deed doted 16-11-
1962 issued by the LEDO, New
Dellii - hias been lost/ misplaced An
FIR LR No.- 24380232025 dated
29.01-2015 to this effect has been
Todged. IF any one Find the same
may contoed us af above ddress or
Call 9910065710

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public fs bereby informed
that 1 Mrs Shikha Chawla Dio

pplication in
L&DO for suhstinuion of property
No. 27/16, East Patc] Nagar, New
Delli-110005. On bebull of Shei
Rajiv Bali S/0 Late Sha N K Bali
on the grownd of, Relinquishment
Deed, Death certficate, Affidavits,
Indermity Bond & Suviving
member cartificate. If dhcre are wny
objection/clams from the genem]
public on this apphication, (he same
shall he communicated to TEDO
with supporting documerts tirough
registared post or by visiting TED0
at Nirma Bhawan, New Delli or
through o email ot ldo@nicin,
within 30 days of the publieation of
this notice

Delhi HC
tribunal
confirms exten-
sion of 5-year
ban imposed on
SF] founded by

Pannun
New Delhi:

A tribunal of the Delhi
High Court has con-
firmed the extension of
a five-year han imposed
on pro-Khalistan sep-
arafist group Sikhs For
Justice (SFJ) founded by
US-based lawyer Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun,
citing a slew of subver-
sive activities carried out
by the outfit.

The activities include
threats to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Un-
jon Home Minister Amit
Shah and National Secu-
rity Adviser (NSA) Ajit
Doval.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) on July
10 last year extended the
five-year ban imposed
on SFJ under the Un-
lawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Aect (UAPA),
1967 for its relentless
anti-India activities.

The Delhi High Court
tribunal, consisting of
Justice Anocp Kumar
Mendiratta, was con-
stituted on August 2 to
adjudicate whether or
not there is sufficient
cause for extending the
declaration of SFJ as
an unlawful association.
The tribunal on January
3 issued an order con-
firming the extension of
the ban on SFJ for five
more years with effect
from July 10. The order
was made available on
Wednesday.

Ayt Gontact:
0616-799041

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is bereby informed
that 1 ERISHNA KUMARI
TANDON W/O Late Shei
Romesh  Chander  Tandon  iv/
are filing spplication in L&EDO
for _substitution of property No.
6015 Old Fajinder Nagar New
Dethic110060 in the her nome on
the ground of, Relingushment
Deed, Death certificate, Affidavits,
Indenmity  Bond &  Surviving
member certificate. If there are any
objection/clsims from the general
public on this application, the same
shall be commumieated to LEDO
with supporting documents through
registered post or by visiting L&DO
ot Nirman Bhawan, New Delli o
through an emal at |do@nicin,
within 30 days of the publication of
this notice.

(s

Informabon regarding mdivd
2 siong with the masos

Sunt, Kirishua Kunari Tandan
Mrs. Shikha Chawla Rio60/15 O1d Rajinder Nagar
R/027/16 Eust Patel Nagar, New New Delhi- 110060
Dellii- L1000S, Phane: 9810356100 Phane 9999956568
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Jewar airport to
be connected
with bus services

Noida

As many as 17 districts of
West UP will get connectiv-
ity to the Noida Interna-
tonal Airport. For this, a
route chart is being pre-
pated in collaboration with
Uttar Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation (UP-
SRTC).

Aproposal isbeing made
to operate roadways buses
and sent it to the govern-
ment. The districts of four di-
visions will be connected to
the Noida International Air-
port through transport serv-
ice. About 24 districts of Ut-
tar Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana
and Rajasthan are coming
under this scope.

Atpresent, efforts are be-
ing made to connect the dis-
tricts of Meerut, Saharanpur,
Aligarh and Agra divisions.
Currently, no special facili-
ty is available to reach the
airport being built in Jewar.
Metro and Namo Bharat
project may take many years
to start. In suech a situation,
direct connectivity to the
airport will be provided
throngh buses.

There are plansto operate
buses from the Noida In-
ternational Airport to
Meerut, Baghpat, Buland-
shahr, Ghaziabad, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Hapur, Sa-
haranpur, Muzaffarnagar,
Shamli, Aligarh, Hathras,
Kasganj, Etah, Agra, Firoz-
abad, Mathura and Main-
puri.

It is claimed that the bus
service will start even before
the flights start operating.
After its launch, buses will
also run to Gurugram, Jha-
jjar, Rewari, Rohtak, Soni-
pat, Panipat, Karnal, Farid-
abad, Palwal, Mewat (Nuh),
Bhiwani, Mahendragarh in
the future.

The Noida, Greater Noida
and Yamuna Authorities
have prepared a chart for op-
eration of e-buses on 23
routes. All the buses running
in the city will be electric.

Add.CEO*

inspects cleaning

work in Noida
Ajeet Kumar

Noida

The Additional Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (SK) on
Wednesday inspected
cleaning work in the Pub-
lic Health 11 area of Noi-
da, accompanied by Gen-
eral Manager (Publie
Health), Project Engineer
(Public Health)-I, and
Project Engineer (Public
Health) I1.

The inspection revealed
several issues, including
C&D waste, broken tiles,
cow dung cakes, and
garbage heaps.

The Industrial Depart-
ment was directed to in-
form the owner of the plot
and impose a fine of Rs.
1.00 lakh on the agency
collecting C&D Waste.

A fine of Rs. 1.00 lakh
was also imposed on the
agency M/s Lion Services
working on the road. C&D
waste was found in vari-
ous locations, including
behind the footpath in
the Green Belt, ahead of
the water tank in Sector-
67, and in the empty land
between FNG Marg and
Hindon Pusta,

The green belt was de-
veloped by building a
boundary wall, encroach-
ment by building new
shums and nurseries, and
a central verge being con-
structed. Silt was found in
the KC drain and pave-
ment pipes, and a report
was submitted within
three days.

Alarge amount of C&D
waste was dumped in the
empty plot in front of plot
no. C-09 in Hosiery Com-
plex Industrial Sector,
and the concerned jun-
ior engineer was asked
for an explanation and
action to be taken to stop
his salary.
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Kejriwal opposed to reservation
against Dalits, minorities: Rahul

B Rahul Gandhi said he and his party do not fear Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and on the contrary, "the PM is afraid of the Congress"

New Delhi
tepping up his at-
tack on AAP con-
venor Arvind Kejri-
wal, Congress leader

Rahul Gandhi on Wednes-
day alleged that the former
Delhi chief minister is op-
posed to reservations and is
against Dalits, backwards,
minorities and the poor.

Addressing an election
rally in Bawana here, Gand-
hi said he and his party do
not fear Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and on the
contrary, "the PM isafraid of
the Congress”.

He also attacked Kejriwal
with the ‘sheesh mahal' jibe
for the second straight day
and said that though he
talked about clean gover-
nance, the "biggest scam”
in Delhi took place under his
watch.

Gandhi said Kejriwal re-
neged on his promise of
bathing inand drinking Ya-
muna water and challenged
him to drink the water from
the river.

He said both Prime Min-
ister Modi and Kejriwal are
opposed to reservations and
are against Dalits, minori-
ties, backwards and the poor.

"Kejriwal should say clear-
ly that he would get caste
survey done and breach the
wall of 50 per cent cap on
reservation, but he will not
doso ashe is against Dalits,

r—

backwards and minorities.
When riots were taking
place, where was he. Did he
stand with you?" Gandhi
said, slamming the former
chief minister.

Training his guns specifi-
cally on Kejriwal, Gandhi
said he used to move around
in a small car wearing muf-
fler and claim that he will do
clean politics but the biggest
scam in Delhi worth crores
of rupees was done by his
party and his people.

"He (Kejriwal) ran a cor-
rupt government. Modi ji
lies in his speeches and just
like him, Kejriwal does the
same. Five years ago, he
(Kejriwal) had stated that he
will take a bath in the Ya-
muna and drink its water.
TFive years have gone by and
he did not do s0. You have to
drink dirty water but Kejri-

Delhi Police nabs key
member of ATM robbery gang

New Delhi
‘The Delhi Police arrested a
32-year-old key member of
the Farooq Adbar gang, in-
volved in multiple ATM rob-
beriesacross various states,
an official said on Wednes-

.
Police stated that the ac-
cused, Jahid, a proclaimed
offender, is a resident of
Mewat in Haryana.
“Jahid was traced and ap-
‘hended in G on

police officer.

According to the police,
Jahid specialised in target-
ing unguarded ATMS, using
gas cutters to break in. His
gang often disabled securi-
ty cameras by spraying
paint and earried weapons
toevade capture. The crim-
inals frequently changed
locations to escape the po-
lice.

The policelearned about
and a team

Jammry 28 following a tip-
off. He had been declared a
proclaimed offender by a
Delhi court after skipping
trial proceedings. Jahid's
eriminal record includes
over 35 cases across Delhi,
Haryana, Maharashtra,
Odisha, and Chennai, in-
volving ATM thefts and
armed robberies,” said the

his
tracked him to Gurugram,
where he was arrested.
Jahid's eriminal activi-
ties date back to 2012 when
he was first arrested in an
ATM theft case in Delhi.
He later expanded his op-
erations, orchestrating a
major heistin 2019, stealing
Rs 32 lakh from ATMs in
Maharashtra.

wal lives in 'sheesh mahal'
which is worth crores and
liesto you," the former Con-
gress chief said.

Gandhi said he had told
PM Modi in Parliament that
the Congress will get a caste
census done. "When our
government comesin Delhi,
we will do a caste census. [
had said that we will breach
the wall of 50 per cent cap on
reservations. We will break
down this wall. T want to ask

whether he wants to
remove the 50 per cent cap
on reservation. Kejriwal and
Modiji are against reserva-
tion and are against Dalits,
minorities, backwards and
the poor,” Gandhi said.

The Congress leader said
it is his guarantee that Ke-
jriwal will not assure that he
will breach 50 per cent cap
on reservation because heis

also like Modi.

He alsohit out at the me-
dia, saying that instead of fo-
cussing on real issues, it only
shows Ambani's wedding,
Modi's face and talk of ha-
tred 24x7.

"Modi and RSS have
spread hatved and they make
people of different religions,
caste and languages fight
and hand over your money
to people like Adani and
Ambani. The Modi govern-
ment has waived off loans
worth Rs 16 lakh crore of bil-
lionaires," he said, attacking
the central government.

He also claimed that no
matter what people do, they
will not get employment un-
der Modi and Kejriwal gov-
ernments.

Gandhi also asserted that
the Congress is party with an
ideology and does not make
false promises.

"We have to open shops to
spread love in Modi's market
of hate," Gandhi said.

He said people can see
his past speeches and they
wx]l not be able to point out
even one lie in his remarks.

"1 and the Congress party
never lie, we had said loans
will be waived off, there will
be a caste census, women
will get free bus rides in
Karnataka, Telangana. These
promises were fulfilled by
the Congress (in these
states). Whenever any citizen

in India is attacked, tortured
or faces injustice, Rahul
Gandhi is seen standing
there to help," he said.

The Congress talks about
employment, development
and progress, he asserted.

"During Sheila (Dikshit)
ji's ime, roads were builtin
Delhi, development took
place because we do not
make false promises. But
both Kejriwal and Narendra
Modi make false promises
24 hours a day,” Gandhi
said.

The Congress leader had
launched a blistering attack
on Kejriwal on Tuesday as
well in his poll rallies in Pat-
parganj and Okhla. He had
said the former chief minis-
ter came talking about bring-
ing in clean polities but the
biggest "liquor scam” took
place in Delhi under his
watch, while he got en-
grossed in "sheesh mahal
polities”,

The BJP has often used
the ‘sheesh mahal’ jibe to at-
tack Kejriwal with allega-
tions of corruption in the
renovation of the chief min-
ister's residence when he
was the CM.

‘The Congress and the AAP
are part of the INDIA bloc.
The two parties had fought
the Lok Sabha elections to-
gether in Delhi, but are con-
testing the February 5 as-
sembly polls separately.

Raised water contamination issue
in public interest: Kejriwal to ECI

New Delhi

AAP chief Arvind Kejriw-
al on Wednesday respond-
ed to the Election Com-
mission notice over his
claim that Haryana gov-
ernment was "mixing poi-
son” in Yamuna, and said
raw water received from
the state recently has been
"highly contaminated and
extremely poisonous” for
human health.

In his reply, the former
Delhi chief minister also
said his remarks were
made in context of an "ur-
gent public health c
over drinking water quali-
ty in the city.

In the 14-page reply to
the Election Commission,
he said the "alleged state-
ments" attributed to him

Don't 'waste' your votes on Congress:
Arvind Kejriwal to Delhiites

New Delhi
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief and former Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal on Wednesday
launched a sharp attack on
the Congress, urging voters
notto "waste” their votes on
the party. Addressing a
public gathering in the
Badli constituency, Kejriw-
al accused the Congress of
indirectly aiding the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and alleged that the
two parties were working
togetherto defeat the AAP.

"Why waste your votes on
the Congress? The Con-
gress will notwin, it will just
cut our votes. The Congress
and the BJP are fighting
thiselection together to de-
feat the AAP. Vote to make
someone win, not to make
someone lose,” Kejriwal
said.

The former Delhi Chief
Minister underscored his
party’s welfare initiatives,
claiming that 70 percent of
women, according to a sur-
vey, support the AAP. He
urgud. ‘women to pnrslmde
men in their families
vote for his party, nllegmg
that men often get “dis-
tracted” by the BIP and the
Congress.

"Why waste your
votes on the Con-
gress? The Congress
will not win, it will just
cut our votes. The
Congress and the BJP
are fighting this elec-
tion together to de-
feat the AAP. Vote to
make someone win,
not to make someone
lose," Kejriwal said.

In Badli, the AAP has
fielded its sitting MLA
Ajesh Yadav, who is con-
testing against Congress’
Delhi unit president De-
vender Yadav. Ajesh Yadav
has won the seat in the last
two elections (2015 and
2020), while Devender Ya-
dav previously held it in
2008 and 2013. The BJP
has nominated Deepak
Chaudhary as'its candidate
for the constituency.

Kejriwal also targeted the
BJP-led Haryana govern-
ment over rising ammonia
levels in the Yamuna river,
accusing it of "poisoning”
Delhi’s water supply.

"The BJP has crossed all
limits in politics. The BJP-

led Harvana government
has put poison named am-
monia in the water. But we
saved the people of Delhi by
diverting the toxic water.
‘We all are one—the people
of Haryana are also us, and
the people of Delhi are also
us," he sai
Kejriwal’s attack on the
Congress comes amid
growing rifts within the op-
position INDIA alliance.
On Tuesday, tensions esca:
lated further after Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi ac-
cused Kejriwal of being
"afraid" of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and alleged
his involvement in the
"liquor scam."”
Responding to Gandhi's
remarks, Kejriwal hit back
on social media platform X,
stating, "Don’t preach on
fear and bravery. The coun-
try knows who is a coward
and who is brave.” He also
targeted the Congress over
the National Herald case
and land-gmb allegations
against Robert Vadra.
Although the AAP and
Congress had allied for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections,
their decision to contest
the Delhi Assembly polls
separately has highlighted
underlying tensions.

were made as his public
duty to highlight the "se-
vere toxicity and contami-
nation” of raw water re-
ceived from the BJP-ruled
state.

Following a complaint
filed by the BJP over the
matter, the Election Com-
mission issued the notice to
Kejriwal on Tuesday, giving

him time till Wednesday 8
pm to furnish his reply.

Kejriwal also said the
ammonia level in raw water
received from Haryana was
s0 "extreme" that water
treatment plants in Delhi
are unable to process it
down to safe and permis-
sible limits for human con-
sumption.

Delhi LG 'bowing to political
interests': CM Atlshl

on Wednesday hit out at
Lieutenant-Governor (LG)
V. K. Saxena in a letter, ac-
cusing him of peddling a
"false narrative” on the tox-
ins in the Yamuna Ri

and said that if he was
capable” of fulfilling dut;
the LG, he should step aside
and make way for those who
are willing to act in the in-
terest of residents of the na-
tional Capital.

CM Atishi's letterto the LG
comes a day after Saxena
sent her a communication
expressing concern over the
AAP's National Convenor
Arvind Kejriwal's remark
that the Yamuna River was
being "poisoned” by the
Haryana government.

The LG had also advised
the Delhi CM to
narrow  politics
slammed her for "failing” to
condemn statements that
can sow diseord between

ure in fulfilling your respon-
sibilities.”

She asked Saxena not to
"follow the orders of his po-
litical masters (BJP)” but to
prioritise the welfare of the
people in the national Cap-
ital CM Atishi wrote ﬂznﬁhe

public interest”,
that despite knowing that
high ammonia levels in
drinking water cause severe
harm, including organ dam-
age and developmental is-
sues, this water was sup-
plied to households in the
national Capital.
She mounted the attack on
G Saxena, saying that de-

neighbouring states. spite being in control of the
In a letter o the LG on  Delhi Jal Board, he neither
v, CM Atishisaid,  took i t
"Instead of addressing the  solve this issue nor demon-
pressing issue of danger-  strated evena semblance of

ously high ammonia levels in
Delhi's water, you have
placed baseless accusations
and peddled a false narrative
to deflect from your utter fail-

urgency to protect public
health but prioritised “polit-
ical agenda” over the well-be-
ingofthe people he swore to
serve.

GRAP 3 curbs
invoked in
Delhi-NCR amid

rise in pollution

New Delhi

The Centre's panel on Del-
i-NCR's air quality on
Wednesday invoked curbs
under stage 3 of the Grad-
ed Response Action Plan
(GRAP) amid a sharp rise
in pollution due to un-
favourable meteorological
conditions, according to an
official order.

The air gquality in Delhi
deteriorated sharply amid
calm winds, smoggy situa-
tion and low mixing height
with the 24-average AQI
rising to 365 at 4 pm,
prompting the Commis-
sion for Air Quality Man-
agement (CAQM) to im-
plement curbs under stage
3 0f GRAP.

GRAP Stage 3 entails a
ban on non-essential con-
struetion work.

Classes up to grade 5 are
required to shift to hybrid
mode under Stage 3. Par-
ents and students have the
option to chaose online ed-
ucation wherever available.

Under Stage 3, the use of
BS-ITT petrol and BS-TV
diesel cars (4-wheelers) is
restricted in Delhi and

PUBLIC NOTICE
MY CLIENT MR. PAVAN KU-
MAR 5/0 MR. MAHENDER
PALNANDA OWNER OF
BUILD UP LHS SECOND FLOOR
WITHOUT ROOF RIGHTS,
BUILD-ON PROPERTY BEAR-
ING NO.27, AREA MEASURING
62.70'SQ. MRS, | E. 75 5Q.
YDS,, OUT OF KHASRA NO.
29/19, SITUATED IN THE REV-
ENUE ESTATE OF VILLAGE
DABRI, COLONY KNOWN AS
VAISHALI COLONY, NEW DEL-
HI- 110085, THROUGH REGIS-
TERED SALE DEED DATED
15.06.2023 EXECUTED BY MR,
MOHINDER PAL NANDA S/0
LATE MR. GYAN CHAND NAN-
DA THROUGH HIS ATTORNEY
MR. PAVAN KUMAR 5/0 MR,
MAHENDER PAL NANDA VIDE
REG. NO. AT SR-1X DELHI IN
THE ABOVE METIONED
PROEPRTY CHAIN MRS.
LEELA/KAMLESH RANI AND
PRAVEEN KUMAR NANDA
SMC NOT AVAILABE THE
ABOVE-MENTIONED PROPER-
TV I5 GOING TO BE MORT-
GAGE WITH BAJAJ HOUSING
FINANCE LTD. IF ANY PER-
SON/ BANK/ FINANCIAL INSTI-
TUTION HAVING ANY CLAIM/
RIGHT, LIEN, ANY OBJECTION
WHATSOEVER (N REGARD TO
THE ABOVE PROPERTY,
SHOULD NOTIFIED TO THE
UNDERSIGNED, ALONG WITH
DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
UNDER ADDRESS THROUGH
REGISTERED WITHIN 07 DAYS
FROM THE DATE OF PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE FAILING
WHICH ANY CLAIM, LIEN OR
OBJECTION SHALL BE
DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN
WAIVED,

VISHAL MEHAN,
E-713, KARKARDOOMA
COURT, DELHI -110092

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby in
formed that Mrs. Preeti
Kashyap W/o Mr. Bitthal own-
er of Residential Plot land
area 50 sq. yds,, Khasra no.
469, at Mohalla Indrapuri
Modinagar, in village Sikri
Khurd, Pargna Jalalabad Tehsil
Modinangar, dist. Ghaziabad
vide Sale Deed dated
27.06,2024, doc no. 12926,
executed by Mrs. Pooja W/o
Mr. Rakesh Kumar, SR-Modi-
nagar in the property chain
Original Sale Deed dated
25.03.2011 doc No. 4016 was
lost and on line FIR already
lodged Vide LR
Ne:2455290/2025, and said
property to be financed by AU
Small Finance Bank Ltd, if any-
body has any chargefinter-
est/title/third Party in the said
property of any kind of dis-
pute kindly inform the under-
signed in writing and with
proof on the below men-
tioned address, failing which
and | am aware that in case
default with the mortgage
property that all borrower /
Owners are responsible for
the same.

Satvendra Gautam

Advocate

Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal Kauna up

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby in-
formed that Mr. Naveen Tyagi
5/0 Mr. Mam Chand owner of
Residential House no. 81/,
area 60.20 sq. meter., Khasra
no. 124, at Gall no. 13, Kasam-
pur{Sainik Nagar), viilage
Khurrampur, Pargna &Tehsll
Meerut, vide Gift Deed dated
06.10,2022, doc no. 17011,
executed by Mr. Yogesh Tyagi
$fo Mr. Mamchand Tyag), SR-
1ll-Meerutin the property
chain Original Sale Deed dat-
ed 23,07.1990 doc. No. 6720
was lost and on line FIR al-
ready lodged Vide LR
N0:2455295/2025, and said
property to be financed by AU
Small Finance Bank Ltd, If any-
body has any charge/inter-
est/title/third Party in the said
property of any kind of dis-
pute kindly inform the under-
signed inwriting and with
proof on the below men-
tioned address, failing which
and | am aware thatin case
default with the mortgage
property that all borrower/
Owners are responsible for
the same.

Gautam
Advocate

Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal Kauna Ghaziabad, U.P

General publicis hereby in-
formed that Mrs. Savita Devi
W/o Mr. Sunder Singh owner
of Plot land area 416.056 5q.
yds., village Nivazpur Khiya
Pargna & Tehsil Garhmuktesh-
\war, Dist. Hapur, U.P. vide
Sale Deed dated 04.02.2016,
dec no. 1067, exscuted by Mr.
Narender Yadav S/o Mr. Jay.
Veer Yadav, SR- Garhmuk-
teshwar and said property to
be financed by AU Small Fi-
nance Bank Ltd, If anybody
hasany
charge/interest/title/third
Party in the said property of
any kind of dispute kindly in-
form the undersigned in writ-
ing and with proof on the be-
low mentioned address, fail-
ing which and | am aware that
in case default with the mort-
gage property that all borrow-
er / Owners are responsible
for the same.

Gautam

Advocate
Shop no. 3, Praperty no. 126,
Lal Kauna Ghaziabad, U.P

|, Advocate Rachit Sehajpal
(Enrolment Number.
D/3283/2024) certifies that
upan the instructions and
knowledge recelved by my
clients namely, Sh. Rad-
heyshyam Singh (Father), Smt.
Sangeeta Devi (Mother), Sh.
Anmol Kumar (Brother), Ms.
Simpi Singh (Sister), Ms. Kajal
Singh (Sister], Ms. Soni Singh
(Sister), residing at RZ-F
107/A, Nihal Vihar, Nangloi,
West Delhi, Delhi, 110041,
hereby certifies that Roshni
/o Radheyshyam Singh, has
been disowned from all family
relations and properties of my
clients. This decision has been
taken due to her hostile atti-
tude and behavior towards
our clients, and henceforth,
Our Clients have no conniec-
tion, relation, liability and re-
sponsibility towards her in any
manner whatsoever, She shall
not be entitled to any share,
claim, or rightin our movable
or immovable properties. Our
Cilents, hereby inform the
general public that any person
dealing with Roshni shall do
50 at their own risk, and we
shall not be responsible for
any of her acts, liabllities, or
obligations.

Rachit Sehajpal

Advocate

115 A, EKTA ENCLAVE, PEER-
AGARHI METRO STATION
NEW DELHI

CHAMBER NO'310, 30 DDU
MARG, ROUSE AVENUE,
NEAR ITO DELHI 110002

CH NO 137, BAHADURGARH
CIVIL COURT, BAHADUR-
GARH, DIST JHALHAR, HRY
124507

Itis informed that onthe Aad-
har card number-9426
02611282 of Sagar Rathore
son of Satish Chandra resident
of 28/470 Gudadi Mansoor
Khan Agra the name of the
applicantis recorded as Bhag-
wan Sagar, which is wrong,
whereas in the PAN card num-
ber- BNDPR 5317L and other
documents the name of the
applicant is recorded as Sagar
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DU teaching students concepts of patriotism
compassion under 'Acharsala’ initiative Varsity

New Delhi

elhi University,

under its

"Acharsala” pro-

gram, is teaching
students concepts and
virtues such as patriotisin
and compassion, the varsi-
ty said on Wednesday.

The university held the
third session of its lecture
series under the "Acharsala”
program, organised by the
Office of the Dean of Stu-
dent Welfare, a statement
from DU said.

‘The theme of this lecture
was "Delhi University's
Contribution to the Devel-
opment of Human Values"
itadded.

"Acharsal

s an initio-

tive launched by Delhi Uni-
versity in November last

year, conducted fortnightly
to provide students with

Delhi Congress releases
manifesto with 22 guarantees

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
AICC general secretary
charge of commun mns
Jairam Ramesh accompa-
nied by Delhi Congress pres-
ident Devender Yadav, re-
leased the party manifesto
guarantees for the
Delhi assembly elections at a
press conference here on
Wednesday.

Ramesh said that Con-
gress was the first to use the
word “guarantee” in May,
2023 before the Ksmataka
assembly elections, but copy-
cats like AAP and BIP tried
to emulate Congress onl
deceive the people. He
that people trust the Con-
gress to fulfil its guarantees
as it had done in Congress-
ruled states and the guar-
antees given in the manifesto
for the Delhi assembly elec-
tions will be fulfilled.

He said that if air pollution
has made people gasp for
breath, both the Modi and
Keiriwal governments were
responsible, as they did not
take this i eriously, like

wr

ion of the metro so as to
eliminate both air and water
pollution and privatised
DESU (Delhi Electricity Sup-
ply Undertaking) to ensure
uninterrupted  power sup-
efficiently and transpar-
ently but false charges were
levelled against the Congress
government in 2013 to mis-
lead the people, Ramesh
added. Yadav said that be-
sides the five guarantees al-
ready announced by Delhi
Congress, it will also estab-
lish round-the-clock dis-
pensaries in all the 250
block d 700 libraries with

the cleaning of the Yamiina.

TheCongress government
headed by the Sheila Dikshit
government  introduced
7000 CNG buses on Delhi
roads to check air pollution,
and put in place a Yamuna
action plan and the expun-

10 in each assembly. The
15,000 civil defence volun-
teers sacked by the AAP gov-
emment will be reemployed
and all the ad hoc/eontract
employees will be regu-
larised. Besides, a special
ministry for the people of Ut-

taranchal, the monthly pen-
sion for old people, widows
and handicapped will be in-
creased from Rs 2500 to Rs
5000 per manth.

The other guarantees of
the manifesto include 100
Indira canteens providing
nutritious thali meal for Rs 2
round the dock water supy
by effectively plugging 55
per cent leakage of water,
ownership rights to those
living in resettlement
colanies for over 40 vears, al-
lotment of the 55,000 flats
constructed for the poor by
the Congress government,
implementationof the smart
village concept. as despite ac-
quiring their lands for de-
velopment, the villagers have
not been given adequate
compensation, and the drcle
rate will be revised o Rs 5
crore.

opportunities to learn di-
rectly from experts and en-

gage in open discoursc.
Providing details about
the event, DU's Dean of
Student Welfare, Ranjan
Kumar Tripathi, said lhu

program, the chief guest,

Rajeev Gupta, CEO of Del-

niversity’s Institution of

minence, defivered a lec-

ture on the integral role of
R . A

leeture aimed to ™
develop feelings of Tl.dlrl~
otism and

in
fostering human values, in-

among students.
"Acharsala is one of the
ambitious plans of Delhi
rsity’s Viee Chaneel-
lor, Yogesh Singh. The ini-
Hative aims to reflect the

dents, with the goal of nat-
urally developing feelings of
patriotism and compas-
sion,” he was quoted as say-
ing in the statement.
During the third lecture

tegrity, and ethical respon-
sibility, according to the
statement.

As a special guest, Ni-
ranjan Kumar, Dean of the
Planning Division at Delhi
u hasised the

Additionally, during the
program, Nand Kumaram,
Managing Director of Dig
ital India Corporation and
CEO of the National e-Gov-
ernance Division, shared
his views on technalogy and
human vahies with students
and teachers.

He stressed the proper
use of technology with a
sense of duty while adher-
ing to ethical principles,

role ofhul nities and so-
cial sciences in developing
human values and dis-
cussed the importance of
academic excellence in
teaching, research, and in-
novation, the statement
added.

the said.

The event also saw par-
ticipation from Delhi Uni-
versity administration, sev-
eral faculty members from
various departments and a
large number of students
and researchers, as per the
statement.

NOIDA CEO Lokesh M visited various areas
of Noida; Inspects new Authority building

Ajeet Kumar
NOIDA

Chief Exccutive Officer
Lokesh M on Wednesday
visited various areas of Noi-
dafor a sudden inspection of
the progress work. During
his visit, Additional Chief
Executive Officers, Special
Executive Officers, Addi-
tional Chief Executive Offi-
cers, and officers from the
Ci Electricity, Public
Health, and Garden Depart-

ments were present.
The Chief Executive Offi-
cergave suggestions and in-
structions for executing proj-

.
ects and settling the tender
process.

He akso inspedted the main

administrative building un-
der construetion in Sector-
96.

A presentation was given
regarding wall cladding and
false ceiling in the gallery,
which was approved and
started immediately.

Instructions were given to
beautify entry and exit
routes, make windows in
cabin partitions to allow nat-
ural light to enter the office
building, and create work
stations in various depart-
ment offices.

The Chief Executive Offi-
cer directed the completion
of the administrative build-
ing construction work by
March 31.

Aakash institute
launches 'Invictus
Program' for |EE
preparation

New Delhi
Aakash E:
ices Limited (AESL), the
national leader in test
preparatory  services,
proudly announces the
launch of Aakash Invie-
groundbreaking and
firs kind Advanced
program for JEE prepara-
tion designed for the best
and brightest engineering
aspirants.

Mr. Deepak Mehrotra,
MD & CEO of Aakash Ed-
ucational Services Limit-
ed, emphasized the pro-
gram'’s significance, stat-
ing, “Aakash Invictus is
not just a coaching pro-
gram; it is a transforma-
tional journey for students
aiming to secure top I1IT
ranks.

‘This elite, high-intensi-
ty, personalized, Al driven
and result-oriented ini-
tiative is engineered to en-
able students preparing
specifically for TITs or re-
puted Universities abroad.

Aakash Invictus brings
together around 500 best
JEE Faculty, offering un-
paralleled mentorship
backed by a track record of
success in guiding over
one lakh students to ITTs.
The curriculum is cutting-
edge and meticulously de-
signed for ambitious stu-
dents aiming for top ITT
ranks. The program fea-
tures integrated physital
learning and exclusi
study resources, ensuring
preeision-focused, Al-en-
abled, and adaptive prepa-
ration for JEE Advanced.

Vehicles collide on Eastern Peripheral Expressway,
Delhi-Meerut Expressway due to dense fog

Ghaziahad

Heavy fog caused chaos in
Ghaziabad on Wednesday.
Dozens of vehicles collided
with each other at two places
on the Eastern Peripheral
Expressway and Delhi-
Meerut Expressway in the
morning.

While about 40 vehicles
eollided with each other on
the Eastern Peripheral Ex-
pressway, 25 vehicles col-
lided on the Dlhi-Meert
Expressway. Many people
are reported to be injured in

both the accidents.

More than 25 vehicles col-
Tided with each other dueto
fog on the Delhi Meerut Ex-
pressway near village Kalehi-

BJP will continue all free schemes, women to
get Rs 25K if voted in power: Anurag Thakur

Staff Reporter
__ NewDelhi
Anurag Singh Thakur, for-
mer Union Minister and
MP from Himachal's
Hamirpur Lok Sabha con-
stituency, on Wednesday
expressed his commitment
to the economic empower-
ment of wonien through
free water, electricity, and
bus travel.

Anurag Singh Thakur,
while addressing a huge
public meeting at Majnu
Ka Tila under Chandni
Chowk Assembly stated
that if BIP forms a gov-
ernment in Delhi, the pub-

Man gets life term in
jail for killing brother-
in-law in 2022

_ Gurugram _
Acourt here on Wednesday
sentenced a man to life im-
prisonment for shooting
his brother-in-law dead in
2022, police said.

The court of Additional
Session Judge Sunil Ku-
mar Diwan convieted
Naveen and also imposed a
fine of Rs 60,000 him, they
added

On July 26, 2022,
Harvinder was shot in Ba-
sai enclave ar d was
rughed to hospital where he
succumbed. Later, an FIR
of murder was registered
against his brother-in-law
at sectar 10 A police sta-
tion, the police said

lie will benefit from the im-
plementation of existing
schemes.

§ S
‘Thakur eriticized Arvind

Kejriwal and his Aam Aad-
mi Party for lying to the

public and looting Delhi.
“If BJP forms a govern-
ment, women will receive
Rs 2500 per month under
the Mahila Samridhi Yo-
jana, along with financial
assistance of Rs 21,000 and
six nutrition kits to preg-
nant women under the
Chief Minister's Matritva
Suraksha Yojana," Anurag
Thakur said.

“The BIP will also form an
Auto Driver Welfare Board
for auto and taxi drivers,
provide life insurance up to
10 lakhs and accident in-
surance up to five lakhs,
and offer scholarships to

No custody parole for Naresh
Balyan in MCOCA case: Delhi HC

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday refused to re-
lease AAP MLA Naresh
Balyan, arrested in a MCO-
CA case, on custody pa-
role to enable him to
"guide” his wife contesting
the upeoming assembly
polls.

Delhi Police opposed the
grant of custody parole to
the lawmaker, saying in-
wsng‘m(m in the case was
underway and certain wit-
nesses also came forward.

Considering the police's
stand, Justice Vikas Ma-
hajan said he was naot in-

clined to grant relief, and
noted Balyan's case was
different from that of riots'
accused Tahir Hussain
who was given asimilar re-
hefb\ the ‘iuprenu- Court.

contesting,
been different. Tahir Hus-
sain is on a different foot-
ing. He is not contesting.
Supreme Court also said
Tahir Hussain is not &
precedent,” the judge held.

The court posted
Balyan's bail plea for hear-
ing on January 30 after his
counsel said he would not
pressthe relief of custody

parole at this stage.
Balyan's lawyer M S
Khan ssid the police’s ap-
prehension that the probe
would be | 1 was

their children,

After forming the gov-
ernment, needy students
will receive free ed

na around 9 am.on Wednes-
day. The accident was so ter-
rible that there was a lot of
screaming and shouting. On
receiving the information,

Don't vote any

Ravi Dalmiya
NewDelhi
Aam Aadmi Party MP
Raghav Chadha on Tuesday
evening cartied out a massive
roadshow in the Gandhi Na-

from KG to l’G in g(wurn

gar
.|m'm1lln: thousinds nhup-

ment insti
assistance of Rs 15 000 for
competitive examination
preparation, reimburse-
ment of application fee and
travel cost twice, and a sub-
sidy of Re 500 on gas cvlin-
ders and free gas cylinders
on Holi-Diwali

The BJP government will
also provide nutritious food
for five rupees to people
living in slums under the
Atal Canteen Scheme.

Dccpu Chaudhary.

Chadha emphasized the
importance of the people of
Gandhi Nagar supporting
development and honesty,
and urged the public to vote
for the party with a positive
agendaand ablueprint of its
work.

Raghav Chadha appealed,
"Do nat vote for any 'Alatu-
Faltu'. On February 5, press
the hroom button and make

the NHIA employees and
Bhojpur police reached the
spot. The police took people
out of the vehicles. According
to the police, 12 people have
heen injured in the accident.
Four have been admitted to
a private hospital in Ghazi-
abad.

About 40 vehicles collided
with each other on the East-
emn Peripheral Expressway
near village Revda Revdi of
Muradnagar police station
area at around 10 0'clock, in
which one person was in-

jured. According to the
sources , 35 to 40 vehicles
coming from Bagpat collid-
ed with each other due to fog
near village Revda Revdion
the Eastemn Peripheral Ex-
pressway, in which one per-
son, Shoaib, resident of vil-
lage Kattha, district Bagwat,
wats injured.

The injured was taken to
Bagpat by his famil;

ing treated. Doctors said that
the condition of the injured
is out of danger.

'Alatu-Faltu'. Press 'Thaadoo'
button for development Raghav Chadha

brother Deepu Chaudhary
win. This election is very ir

portant and Gandhi Naga

love has always been with
Arvind Kejriwal.
During the roadshow,
Chadha appealed to women
voters to give their brother

Arvind Kejriwal a chance to
win the election, as it iscru-
cial for the improvement of
Delhi.

Alange number of women,
youth, and Senior dtizens
participated in the road
show.

Mull guidelines to issue passports to
medically incapacitated: Delhi HC

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday usked the Centre
toexamine the possibility of

without any basis

"T will be in custody.
How will I go to witness-
es? My wife is contesting
the elections. No one is
there to guide her. No one
can substitute her hus-
band.. Phone i 0 not
provided to me (in jail),"
he argued.

The lawyer said the case
had "protected” witness:
and therefore their ident
ty was not known to him,

passport requests
of medically incapacitated
persons without nsking them
to visit office.
Abench of Chief Justice D
K Upadhyaya and Justice
‘Tushar Rao Gedela asked if
a person, whose "will" could
e registered athome as they
‘were unable to visit the reg-
istrar's office, why couldn't

“This can be done very

fice which was not possible.
The court issued notice to
the home and external affairs

ministries and sought their
responses to the petition
within three weeks,

easily. You examine this as-
pect,” the bench told the
Centre's counsel.

The court was hearing o
plea of medically ineapaci-
tated person who couldn't
visit the passport office for
processing of request for
passport.

The lawyer said his client’s
pum.pmtapphmnm“nsn
Jjected and the officials ask
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CHANDIGARH/N CR
Haryana court summons Kejriwal
over 'poison in Yamuna' claim

J&K DGP
directs forces
to neutralise
terrorists
sighted in
Kathua areas

Jammu

J&K DGP Nalin Parb-
hat on Wednesday di-
rected forces to work in
coordination and make
all efforts to neutralise
terrorists whose pres-
ence has been sighted.

The DGP visited var-
ious locations in the
Kathua district along
with top police, Army,
and CRPF officers. He
visited Machedi, Bad-
nota, Sadrota, and
Dugaini Police Posts
and interacted with
jawans and officers of
the Special Operations
Group (SOG) Kathua
and Billawar.

ADGP (Jammu zone)
Anand Jain briefed the
DGP on the ongoing
anti-terrorist opera-
tions in these areas.
DIG (JKS Range) Shiv
Kumar, DDIB (Jammu),
Kathua SSP Shobit Sax-
ena, SP (Operations)
Amir, Dy SP (Opera-
tions) Malhar Sukhvir
Singh, and the Billawar
SHO accompanied the
DGP during his visit to
these far-flung areas in
Kathua district.

Brigadier TS Sekhon,
CO Sikh Unit, and Com-
mandant CRPF gave a
detailed  presentation
about the operational
preparedness in these
areas.

Agency

Chandigarh

court in Harya-

na's Sonipat on

Wednesday issued
a notice to AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal over his
claim that the BJP-ruled
state was mixing "poison
in the Yamuna" river,
and asked him to appear
on February 17.

The court of Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate Neha
Goyal issued the notice
to the former Delhi chief
minister on a complaint
filed by an executive en-
gineer of the Rai Water
Services Division, Soni-

pat.

“He is directed to ap-
pear in-person before
this court on the next
date of hearing, if he has
to say anything in the
matter. If he does not
appear before this court
on next date of hearing,
it is deemed that he has
nothing to say in the
matter and further pro-
ceedings shall be con-
ducted in accordance
with law," said the court,
asking Kejriwal to ap-
pear on February 17.

Earlier in the day,
Haryana's Revenue and
Disaster Management
Minister Vipul Goel said
the state government
will file a case against
Kejriwal over his re-
mark.

"Kejriwal has made an
irresponsible statement
spreading panic among
the people of Delhi and
Haryana. The Harya-

na government is goin;
to get a case registere
against him before CJM
Court in Sonipat under
the Disaster Manage-
ment Act," he told
porters. The complaint
was registered under
Bharatiya Nagrik Surak-
sha  Sanhita (BNSS)
Section 223, Section 54
of the Disaster Manage-
. 2005 and Sec-
and 356 of the
Nyaya Sanhita

Under the provisions
laid down under Section
223 of BNSS, an oppor-
tunity of being heard
is to be given to the ac-
cused before taking cog-
nisance ofoﬂenve by the

wa] had alleged
on Monday that the

Chandigarh mayoral polls: High-stakes
contest between BJP and AAP-Cong alliance

Chandigarh
The (hand.xga.rh may-
oral poll is set to wit-
ness a keen contest be-
tween the BJP and the
AAP-Congress  alliance
with officials stating that
all necessary arrange-
ments have been made
for the elections, set to
take place on Thursday.

The elections for the
posts of mayor, senior
deputy mayor and depu-
ty mayor will be held in
the assembly hall of the
Chandigarh  Municipal
Corporation,  officials
said.

Meanwhile, the Chan-
digarh  administration
on Wednesday imposed
Section 163 of the Bhar-
tiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, banning the
gathering of five or more
persons within 100 me-
ters of the Chandigarh
MC building's perimeter.

AAP's Kuldeep Kumar
Dhalor is the incumbent
mayor of Chandigarh.

The AAP and Congress
are contesting the may-
oral elections as an alli-
ance. While AAP is con-
testing thti mayor's post,
Con s has put up its
canﬁ:’fes -= Jasbir Sin-
gh Bunty and Taruna
Mehta - for the posts
of senior deputy mayor
and deﬁ)\m mayor, re-
spectively.

The AAP has fielded its
councillor Prem Lata for
the mayor's post, while
the BJP has nominated
Harpreet Kaur Babla.

For the posts ofsem r
deputy mayor and dep-
uty mayor, the BJP has
nominated Bimla Dubey
and Lakhbir Singh Billu,
respectively.

In the 35-member

house of the Chandi-
garh MC, the AAP has 13
councillors and its ally
Congress has mean-
while the BJP has 16
councillors.
A few days ago, Con-
gress councillor Gurbax
Rawat joined the BJP,
increasing the BJP's
strength to 16.

Additionally, the
Chandigarh  MP  also
has a voting right as an
ex-officio member of the
35-member municipal
corporation. The current
MP is Manish Tewari of
Congress.

Meanwhile, officials
on Wednesday con-
firmed that necessary ar-
rangements are in place
for the mayoral polls on

urs

Nominated councillor
Ramneek Singh Bedi
has been appointed as
the presiding officer for
the election while for-
mer Punjab and Hary-

\ [ -
ana High Court Justice
(retd) Jaishree Thakur
has been appointed as
an independent observ-
er for the mayoral poll
by the Supreme Court.
The January 27 order
came in response to a
plea by AAP councillor
and mayor Kuldeep Ku-
mar, seeking a "show
of hands" instead of a
"secret ballot" to ensure
falrneﬁq in the polling

Oﬁl ials on Wednes-
day confirmed that the
polls will be conducted
through a secret ballot,

The top court also di-
rected that the election
proceedings be conduct-
ed in the presence of the
observer and should be
duly videographed.

In the 2024 may-
oral elections, AAP’S
Kuldeep Kumar was de-
clared the mayor of the
Chandigarh MC by the
Supreme Court on Feb-
ruary 20 last year, after
overturning the result of
the Chandigarh mayor-
al poll in which the BJP
candidate had been de-
clared the winner.

The then presiding
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"BJP people in Haryana
are mixing poison in the
water and sending it to
Delhi" so that the)‘ can

blame the AAP if peo
le die und take polmcai
‘an anﬂhmg

being mixed in the vm:er
cannot even be cleaned
in  water treatment
plants. For the safety of
the people of Delhi, the
water supply has to be
stopped in many areas,"
Kejriwal had said.

Top BJP leaders in-
cluding Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
Haryana ministers crit-
icised Kejriwal for his
remarks, which came in
the midst of the ongoing
election season in Delhi.

Haryana Revenue

Minister Goel accused
kemwalof%peakmg "big
lies"

‘What kind of water
we give them (to Del-
hi), all our officers have
checked the water being
supplied. Kejriwal has
done cheap politics by
making such allegations
on Haryana, prompting
the state government
to take legal action,” he
said.

He accused Kejriwal of
spreading, fear not only
among the people of
Delhi but also the peo-
ple of Haryana with his
"false claims",

He also accused the
AAP  dispensation in
Delhi of completely fail-
ing to clean the Yamuna
river.

Kejriwal is

making

—_—
The court of Chief

Punjab BJP meets Guv
seeks independent
probe into Ambedkar
statue vandalism bid

Chandigarh

Judicial
Neha Goyal issued the
notice to the former
Delhi chief minister on
acomplaint filed by an
executive engineer of
the Rai Water Services

Division, Sonipat. l

baseless allegations
against Haryana "just to
save his political image
before the (Delhi) elec-
tions”, Goel said.

He said the people of
Haryana consider the
Yamuna sacred, and
spreading false propa-
ganda is both an insult to
Haryana and an attempt
to mislead the people of
Delhi.

He claimed that Kejri-
wal has an old habit of
covering up his failures
by making false state-
ments.

After Kejriwal made
the allegations, the Aam
Aadmi Party doubled
down on it.

On Monday, it accused
the BJP government in
Haryana of intention-
ally draining industrial
waste into the Yamuna.

Delhi Chief Minister
Atishi had also alleged
that the BJP is "deliber-
ately disrupting” Delhi's
water supply as a "his-
toric loss" awaits the
saffron party in the Feb-
ruary 5 assembly polls in
the national capital.

A delegation from the
state  BJP unit met
Punjab  Governor Gu-
lab Chand Kataria on
‘Wednesday, demanding
an independent probe
into the incident involv-
ing an attempt to van-
dalise a life-size statue of
B R Ambedkar by a man
in Amritsar.

While strongly con-
demning the incident,
the delegation sought
that the conspiracy and

masterminds  behind
this incident should be
exposed.

On January 26, police
arrested Akash Singh, a
resident of Dharamkot
in Punjab’s Moga dis-
trict, for allegedly at-
tempting to damage the
Ambedkar statue at the
Town Hall on leritage
Street, which leads to
the Golden Temple.

A video clip purport-
edly showing the inci-
dent went viral on social
media, in which the man
is seen climbing atop
the statue using a steel
ladder and carrying a
hammer. He is seen hit-
ting the statue multiple
times with the hammer.

The man also caused
damage to the Constitu-
tion book, which is part
of the statue. He was
later apprehended and
handed over to the po-
lice.

The delegation includ-
ed former union minis-

Haryana CM Saini takes sip of Yamuna water
to counter Kejriwal's 'Poisonous' claims

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Minis-
ter Nayab Singh Saini
visited the banks of the
Yamuna River in Delhi's
Palla village on Wednes-
day, where he took a sip
of water to counter ac-
cusations made by Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal.

Kejriwal had alleged
that the Haryana gov-
ernment had "poisoned”
the water supplied to
Delhi, with the intention
of causing harm to its
residents. Saini termed
Kejriwal's statement as
"unfortunate” and ac-
cused him of making the
remarks to "create fear
in the minds of people”
for political gain.

Speaking to reporters,
he said, "An unfortunate
statement by Arvind Ke-
jriwal was given to cre-
ate fear in the minds of
E:op]e for his political

nefits."

Saini further stressed,
"Today, I have come here
to the banks of River
Yamuna and took a sip of
water from Yamuna. He
said that the BJP Gov-
erment of Haryana has
poisoned the Yamuna
River. He spoke about
mass genocide,",

"The water resource
authority took samples
from here and no poison
was found in the water,"
he added, alleging that
Arvind Kejriwal has "lied

all his life."

er Narendm Modi
0

The cor sy orig-
inated from Kejriwal's
remarks on Monday,
where he accused the
Haryana government of
"poisoning” the Yamuna
water supplied to Delhi,
claiming it could have
caused mass fatalities.
Kejriwal said, "If this
water would have en-
tered Delhi only to be
mixed with the drink-
ing water, many people
would have died in Del-
hi. It would have caused
mass genocide."

Kejriwal's accusations
have sparked a back-
lash from the BJP ahead
o the upcoming Del-

hi Asscm?sh elections,
schedchd for l*ebruary

, 2025.

Eurller, Prime Min-

1 Kejriwal's
rcmarks, saying, "Peo-
ple of ‘aapda’ say that
people of Haryana mix
poison in water sent to
Delhi.

This is not just an in-
sult to Haryana but to
all Indians. Ours is a
country where providing
drinking water is con-
sidered a good deed...
Such fear of losing that
they are saying anything.
1 am sure Delhi will
teach a lesson to people
who say such things. In
aapda walon ki llutiya
Yamuna mein hi doobe-

The Delhi Assembly
elections will take place
on February 5, with the
counting of votes sched-
uled for February 8. A

total of 699 candidates
are contesting for 70
seats in the Delhi As-
sembly. The Congress
party, which held power
in Delhi for 15 years, has
faced major sethacks in
the past two elections,
while AAP has secured
overwhelming victories

ter Som Parkash, former
MLA Mannranj:m Kalia,
senior vice president
Fateh Jang Singh Bajwa,
general secretary Anil
Sarin and former MP
Sushil Rinku,

Speaking to the media
after meeting the gov-
ernor on  Wednesda
Kalia said the delegation
sought a high-level in-
quiry into the incident.

Stating that the ac-

cused ﬁad previously
been clean-shaven and
later began wearing a
turban, Kalia said this
incident reflects a con-
spiracy to disturb peace
and mutual brotherhood
in Punjab.
Lashing out at the
Punjab  Police, Kalia
said the deterrent effect
of the state police force
against miscreants has
vanished.

Former MP and party
leader Sushil Rinku said
the incident exposes the
state government's “fail-
ure” in preventing such
acts.

Marriage
between two
Hindus sacro-
sanct can' t be
dissolved
within a year
Allahabad HC

Prayagraj (UP)

The Allahabad HHigh
Court has observed that
marriage between two
Hindus is sacrosanct
and it cannot be dis-
solved within one vear of
marriage unless there is
exceptional hardship or
exceptional depravity as
provided under the Hin-
du Marriage Act.

A double-judge bench
comprising Justice
Ashwani Kumar Mishra
and Justice Donadi
Ramesh noted that Sec-
tion 14 provides for a
one-year limitation from
the date of marriage to
file for divorce with the
exception that such pe-
tition can be entertained
it there is exceptional

hip or exception

in 2015 and 2020.

Arvind Kejriwal swift-
ly responded, alleging
that Nayab Singh Saini
had only pretended to
drink the Yamuna water
but actually spat it out.
In a post on X, the AAP
leader claimed that the
Haryana  government
wanted Delhi residents
to consume the same
contaminated water that
its own leaders avoided.
He vowed not to let this
happen.

Haryana embarks on ambitious affordable housing mission with PMAY-U 2.0

Chandigarh

The Haryana Govern-
ment has taken a big
step towards providing
affordable housing to
urban poor and mid-
dle-class families with
the implementation
of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Urban 2.0
(PMAY-U 2.0).

In order to realize the
dream of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to
provide a roof to every
urban poor and mid-
dle-class family, this
ambitious scheme of
the Central Government
aims to provide financial
assistance for affordable
housing to urban poor
and middle class fami-

lies across the country in
the next five years.

In accordance with
the vision of Chief Min-
ister Nayab Singh Saini,
Haryana has taken deci-
sive steps to ensure the
smooth implementation
of PMAY-U 2.0.

Haryana Chief Secre-
tary Dr Vivek Joshi on
Wednesday chaired the
17th meeting of the State
Level Sanctioning and
Monitoring  Committee
(SLSMC) for Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Ur-
ban (PMAY-U) and the
first meeting of the SLS-
MC for Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Urban 2.0
(PMAY-U 2.0).

Dr Joshi emphasized

the need to eliminate
loopholes in fund dis-
tribution and directed
officials to implement an
OTP-based verification
system to prevent finan-
cial  mismanagement.
He also called for a de-
tailed sample survey to
assess the genuineness
of beneficiaries and en-
sure that banks should
disburse loans in a has-
sle-free manner,

“The benefits of this
scheme must reach the
poor without leakage,”
the Chief Secretary as-
serted, underscoring
the importance of striet
monitoring and  ac-
countability in the im-
plementation process.

The Chief Secretary
stressed the need for a
wide public awareness
campaign through print
and  electronic  media,
display of flex banners/
hoardings at prominent

laces, distribution of
eaflets or handbills in
major slums and col-
onies, and advertise-

T AT

ments on YouTube, Ins-
tagram, Facebook, X, etc.

The meeting was in-
formed that 15,256 ap-
plicants have been al-
lotted one marla plots
for constructing pue-
ca houses under the
Mukhya Mantri Shehri
Awas Yojana and finan-
cial assistance under

Beneficiary Led Con-
struction (BLC) vertical
of PMAY-U 2.0 will be
provided to these 15,256
beneficiaries.

PMAY-U 2.0 offers a
multi-pronged approach
to addressing the housing,
deficit, encompassing con-
struction and purchase op-
tions. The scheme caters
to Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS), Lower
Income Groups (LIG), and
Middle Income Groups
(MIG) residing in urban
areds,

A beneficiary family,
defined as husband, wife,
unmarried sons, and/
or unmarried daugh-
ters, must not own a
pucca house (a perma-

nent dwelling unit) any-
where in India to be el-
igible under the scheme.
PMAY-U 2.0 offers af-
fordable housing oppor-
tunities to EWS families
(annual income up to Rs
3 lakh), LIG families (Rs
3 Takh to Rs6 lakh) and
MIG families (Rs6 lakh
to Rs g lakh).

The scheme priori
vulnerable groups, in-
cluding widows, single
women, persons with
disabilities, senior citi-
zens, transgenders, in-
dividuals from Sched-
uled Castes/Scheduled
Tribes, and other wvul-
nerable sections such as
street vendors and con-
struction workers,

depravity.

The couple -- Nishant
Bharadwaj and Rishika
Gautam - had filed for
mutual dissolution of
marriage under Section
13-B of the Hindu Mar-
riage Act, 1955 Howev-
er, it was rejected by the
principal judge of the
Family Court in Saharan-
pur on the ground that
the minimum period for
moving the application

as provided r Sec-
tion 14 of the Act had not
elapsed.

In its judgment dated
January 15, the division
bench dismissed the first
appeal filed by Bharadwaj
challenging the order of
the Family Court, leaving
it open for the two parties
to move a fresh applica-
tion after the expiry of the
one-year period.

It was observed that
except for the routine
ground for mutual in-
compatibility, no excep-
tional circumstance was
shown to exist to allow
the parties to file for di-
vorce within one year of
marriage.

It said that the appli-
cation showed "no ex-
ceptional hardship or
exceptional  depravity"
to invoke jurisdiction
under the proviso to
Section 14 of the Act.
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By Priyanka Saurabh

The WHO, for which it
is known since its incep-
tion in 1948, will provide
lower-quality services as
a result of the US with-
drawal. According to
public health circles, In-
dia should be prepared
to invest more in pan-
demic preparedness, TB,
AIDS, pathogen and anti-
biotic resistance surveil-
lance, among other pro-
grams. President Donald
Trump announced that
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The WHO is becoming sick due

to the US funding bmg stopped

he U.S. withdraw-

al  has  strained

the World Health

Organization's  fi-
nanees, The US. was the
largest donor to the World
Health Organization’s
budget, accounting for 13%
of voluntary contributions
and 22.5% of assessed con-
tributions in 2023, The
sudden stop of funding cre-
ated 8 huge resource gap,
threatening eritical health
initiatives, especially in
low- and middle-income
countries (L&M). The U.S.
played a key role in contrib-
uting scientific knowledge
to World Health Organiza-
tion committees through
organizations such as the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC). The
withdrawal severed  part-
nerships essentiul to global
surveillance und pandemic
preparedness. U.S. efforts
to create a single worldwide
framework for pandemic
preparcdness, fair vaccine
distribution, and response
coordination were  ham-
pered by its decision to exit
the World Health Orga
ztion-| imi pundemic treaty

he is the US
from the World Health
Organization.

The Myanmar war be-
gan from February 1,
2021 after the military
took over power in the

. Because the
withdrawal put  national
interests ahead of inter-
national solidarity, it un-
dermined  multilateralism,
Other countries may do the
sume, undermining trust in
global erganizations such
as the World Health Organ-
ization. The first impact on
global health governance
is a shift in the balance of
power. The US exit gave
China and the global South
an opportunity to fill the
gap. As China expanded
its resoarces and influence,
countries like Indin became

come  countries
moted fair health
. Vulnerable pop-
n low- and mid-
dle<income countries were
disproportionately affected
by the World Health Or-
ganization's reduced capac-
ity to support vaccination
programs and disease elim-
ination initiatives. The end
of the U8, Wnrld Health
Organization pdr‘llt‘r\hlp
delayed the disse
of critical research
novations and interfered
with international epidem-
ic surveillance  networks.
There is an opportunity
for India and other global
South eountries to have
greater influence on the re-
structuring of global health
governance. India is posi-
tioned as a key player due
to its leadership in vaccine
diplomacy and  overall
-hh initintives. Howev-
ability to assume the
h adership role left by the
United States is hampered
by a lack of resourees and
contlicting prioritics, such
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as regional conflicts.

As long a5 the government
allows, the World Health
Organization  participates
in national health initia-
tives. Additionally, it col
laborates with and supports
many health initiatives
run by the Indian govern-
ment, including those on
HIV, malaria, tuberculosis,
neglected  tropical  dis
es (NTDs), antimicrobial

sistance, and more. '
World  Health  Organiza-
tion is vital to India’s vac-
cination program: WHO
teams also monitor vaccine
coverage. If US funding
stops, the World Health
Organization will be una-
ble to carry out these ini-
es, including in Indis.
The US will no longer play
a key role in influencing
international health policy.
Today, the United Stutes
uses public health diplo-
macy to influence how the
rest of the world responds
to and protects people’
health. Many Eastern Eu-
ropean countries, mcluding

ria, Belarus,

s, Hungary,
Romanis, and Ukmine, as
well as the Soviet Union,
declared their intention to
withdraw from lhc World
Health  Or in

Albania, B

The United §
largest finunetal supporter
of the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO), providing
ahout 18% of its total fund-
ing. Withdrawing these
funds would have  signifi-
cant impact on many global
hedlth initiatives, such as
efforts to emadicate tuber-
cnlosis, HIV/AIDS, and
certain infections diseases
The WHO also works to
prevent and deteet discase
outbreaks, build strong
health systems, and guar-
antee that everyone in the
world has fair aceess to life-

anpoyance makes it clear
that strict postures and
physical boundaries can-
not keep germs out of one’s
territory and that global
health efforts do not work
in o vacoum, The COV-

1949. These countries ex-
pressed their displeasure
with tl Vorld Health Or-
efforts und the
JS's influence over them.
A eritical moment in the
governance of global health
was marked by Trump's
withdrawal from the World
Health  Organization,
guarantee  health U
rity and resilience glob-
ally, countries like Indis
and other members of the
Global South must take the
initiative to addre
issues and promote a fair
and collaborative frame-
work. Bringing the US back
in. Restoring stability and
trust in the governance of
global health still depends
on partnerships.

Why is |t important for the
United States to bid fare-
well? First, Trump is rights

ID-19 pand; has taught
us that no ene is sufe until
everyone is safe. The World
Health Organization has
approached the US in the
hopes that he will change
his mind and join them
again. As amazing as this
sound, entific mira-
have also impacted the

medical field, and the med-
jcal community is hopeful
that another miracle will
reconnect the United States

About the Author

(Priyanka Saurabh,
HRessarch Scholar in
Political Science)

Beijing scores Diplomatic
Victory in Myanmar

hina has scored a
major  diplomat-
ic victory in My-

anmar by helping the
conclusion of a truce be-
tween the ruling military
junta and the Myanmar
National Democratic Al-
liance Army (MNDAA)
in the provinces border-
ing China. The MNDAA
rebels took control of
large areas around the
borderby driving out the
junta troops last month,
China was negotiating a
deal as the mediator for
the last two weeks and
it was finally announced
on Satt V.

The Myanmar war
began from February 1,
2021 after the military
took over power in the

country  over
the elected government
of Aung San SuuKyi. It
is the second such pact
in little over a year, a
previous one in January
2024 not having been
honoured by either
side. The new ceasefire
agreement  brokered
by China gives the Chi-
nese government big
advantage in reshaping
the nature of the fu-
ture government in this
neighbouring  country
where China has big in-
vestments.

country  over

the elected gov ernment
of Aung San SuuKyi. It
is the second such pact
i little over a year, a
previous one in Jan-
uary 2024 not having
been honoured by either
side. The new ceasefire
agrcemt.m brokered by
China gives the Chinese
government big advan-
tage in reshaping the
nature of the future gov-
ernment in this neigh-
bouring countrv where
China has big invest-
ments. Among the other
big powers, US and the
EU members have im-
posed sanctions against
the Junta government
for its undemocratic ac-
tions while India, while
keeping relations, have
not been too close to the
regime. India also have
very little contacts with
the rebel groups.

China, on the other
hand, has not taken any
action against the mil-
itary regime but ar the
same time called upon
them to have negotia-
tions with the rebels and
the SuuKyi supporters
of the Movement for
Democracy. In the prov-

inces bordering China,
the rebels got assistance
from the Beijing author-
ities also. In all, China
is most advantageously
placed in Myanmar now
in respect of its relation-
ship with all stakehold-
ers.

China has a big stake
in ensuring stabili
Myanmar in view of pro-
tecting its large invest-
ments in infrastructure
sector. Chinese spokes-
person said on Saturday
‘We hope that all parties
will maintain the mo-
mentum of ceasefire
and peace talks, earnest-
ly implement existing
common  understand-
ings, take the initiative
in de-escalating the situ-
ation on the ground and
further negotiate and
settle relevant issues
through dialogue.”

Chinese officials said
China stands ready to
promote falks and pro-
vide support for the
peace process in north-
ern Myanmar. They did
not give details and nor
did Myanmar's military
government immedi-
ately comment on the
ceasefire.

The Myanmar Civil
War, also known as the
Burmese Civil War, Bur-
mese Spring Revolution
or People's Defensive
War, is an ongoing civil
war since 2021. It began
following ~ Myanmar's
long-running insurgen-
cies, which escalated sig-
nificantly in response to
the 2021 coup d’état and
the sul violent

Besides engaging this
alliance, the ruling gov-
ernment of the State
Administration  Council
(SAC), also contends
with  other anti-SAC
forees in areas under its
control. Defence experts
observed  the insur-
gents are apportioned
into hundreds of armed
groups scattered across
the country.

As of March 2023,
the United Nations es-
timated that since the
coup in February 2021,
17.6 million people in
Myanmar required hu-
manitarian  assistance,
while 1.6 million were
internally displaced,
and over 55,000 civilian
buildings had been de-
stroyed..United Nations
Office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian
Affairs (UNOCHA) said
that over 40,000 people
had fled into neighbor-
ing countries, such as

Bangladesh, India and
Thailand.

As of October 2023,
Myanmar's military,
the Tatmadaw, con-
trolled under 40% of
the country, although
they maintained that
they controlled around
two-thirds of the coun-
try's 330 townships. In
the second half ufp 2023,
Chinland Defense Forc-
es in Chin State had cap-
tured a majority of the
state, with a few hold-
outs in urban areas and
along the India—Myan-
mar border remaining,
In October 2023, the
Tatmadaw began facing
issues, with

crackdown on anti-cou P
protests, The exiled Na-
tional Unity Govern-
ment and major ethnic
armed organisations
repudinted the 2008
Constitution and called
instead for a democratic
federal state.

desertions and low mo-
rale being extremely
common. This coincid-
ed with a major offen-
sive hy the People’s De-
fense Force and Three
Brotherhood Alliance in
the west of the country,
which was successful
in taking 80 bases, 220

SAC positions and sev-
eral towns by 28 Novem-
ber 2023.

October and Novem-
ber 2023 saw a series
of concurrent anti-SAC
offensives, including
Operation 1111 besieging
the state capital of Loi-
kaw and renewed con-
flict by anti-SAC forces
in northern Rakhine
and Chin states. In Op-
eration 1027, anti-SAC
forces seized Laukkai,
the capital of Kokang
Self-Administered Zone,
in early January 2024,
Northern Shan  State
fighting stopped \\ill)
the Haigeng ceasefi
after the fall of lmlkk'zl.
The Rakhine offensive,
however, continued in
northern Rakhine state
with Mrauk U, among
others, falling to the Ar-
akan Army in February
2024.

As of February 2024,
thousands of the SAC's
soldiers  surrendered
without a fight, including
six generals of the Tat-
madaw. The SAC used
terror tactics against the
population, including
burnings,  beheadings,
mutilations, war rape,
torching villages, and a
massive aerial bombing
campaign that has dis-
placed nearly 3 million
people. The Myanmar
Air Force has dropped
more bombs per capita
than have been dropped
in the Russian invasion
of Ukraine.

In late March 2024
anti-SAC ~ forces  in
southeastern Myanmar
captured Demoso and
Papun, bringing the
number of district-lev-
el towns captured by
anti-SAC forces up to
eight. The ninth dis-
trict-level town, Matupi,
was captured by Chin
resistance in mid June
2024, In late June 2024

the Three Brotherhood
Alliance restarted Oper-
ation 1027 after claim-
ing that Tatmadaw
forces had broken the
ceasefire, capturing the
tenth district level town,
Kyaukme, by the end of
the month.

On 17 July, two more
district level towns were
captured by the Brother-
hood Alliance, Thandwe
and Mongmit, bringing
the number up to twelve.
On 3 August, the MN-
DAA as part of a wider
effort from the Three
Brotherhood  Alliance
and other resistance
groups captured Lash-
0, the largest town in
northern Shan State, as
well as the headquarters
of the SAC's Northeast-
ern Command. On 2o
December 2024, the Ar-
akan Army (AA) claimed
to have captured a large
tracts of areas near the
Chinese border belong-
ing to Rakhine province.
China took maximum
interest in this and
organized  mediation
resulting in the latest
truce.

India, despite its large
investments in Myan-
mar had no active con-
tacts with the rebels.
Only late last year, a
move was initiated to
organize a meeting with
the representatives of
the rebels. The follow up
meetings were not held.
For India, China is a big
power rival in Myanmar
and its increasing pres-
ence and influence can
hurt the interests of In-
dia as China has its own
geopolitical goals.
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

COMMITMENT

Commitment is a moral
value that all of us want
tosecinallof usyetall of
us fail to see in all of us.
Ever wonder why com-
mitment is not practiced
as we all want it? Ever
wonder commit-
ment not is committed
by any of us? Ever won-
der why mmmitm‘l‘rclil is

kept as it is supposed to
be? It happens because
now the situation has
become bigger us, our
weakness has become
stronger than us and
our values have become
cheaper than us. Now
we promote our weak-
nesses not because our
acceptance  level  has
increased but because
it hard to change them
into our strength, now
we don't stand for our
strengths not because
we want to show our
humility but because we
are not even sure if that
is our strength, now we
don’t like to verbalize
our values not because
we have stopped believ-
ing in show off but be-
cause we know that we
don't honestly practice

em.

z

Commitment is a good
thing but it is not an
easy thing. Commit-
ment binds us and
we like freedom,
commitment
compels us
and we hate to

be foreed, commitment
has some rules to fol-
low and we always tend
to lead. To be commit-
ted with commitment
we will have to practice
it every time gnqnhlc.
everyway le and
with everyone pussnbl('
start staying committed
with little things that
don’t matter, then start
staying committed with
bigger things that some-

what matters and then
if you feel that you arc
gettin E better then you
should only commit for
things that matter. One
of the easiest ways of
start practicing commit-
ment 18, not to say what
you know you can't do.
The constant failure in

filling the commit-
ment makes your feel
that commitment is not
your cup of tea and this
way you take yourself
so for granted that it
doesn’t matter what you
commit , you know that
youare not going to fulfil
it. A commitment has a
lot of responsibility and
even if you keep it there
is a lot of uncertainty if
your commitment will
Dbe rewar

Moral: a commit-

ment is a promise

that doesn't know
no settlement.
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New Delhi

he Supreme Court

on  Wednesday

chided the practice

of state govern-
ments appointing public
prosecutors in high courts
on pulmcal considerations”
and said favouritism an
nepotism compromised
merit.

Observing judges were
humans and at times they
made mistakes, a bench of
Justices J B Pardiwala and
R Mahadevan said the de-
fence counsel and the pub-
lic prosecutor owed a duty to
correct the court if it was
falling in some error.

The bench said law offi-
cers were one of the "im-
portant wheels of the char-
iot", driven by judges to at-
tain the cherished geal of
human beings to secure jus-
tice against the wrong doers.

"Judges are human be-
ings and at times they do
commit mistakes. The sheer
pressure of work at times
may lead to such errors. At
the same time, the defence
counsel as well as the pub-
lic prosecutor owes a duty to

Industry lauds
ISRO for 100th
mission from
Sriharikota

New Delhi

correct the court I“]'AL' court
is falling in some error and
forall this, we hold lhecmu

order on the quantum of
sentence which noted the
state’s counsel request for

government Uit
said.

“This jud gement is a mes-
sage to all the state govern-
ments that the AGPs and
APPs in respective high
courts should be appointed
solely on the merit of the
persan,” it said.

The bench's verdict came
on appeals against an order
of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court in a criminal
case lodged in Haryana.

For the bench, the "most
disturbing feature” of the
litigation was the high court

for the

"It is a different thing that
the high court rejected the
prayer of the public prose-
cutor. Such is the standard
of the public prosecutors in
the high courts of the coun-
try," the bench said.

"This is bound to happen
when the state governments
across the country appoint
AGPs and APPs in their re-
spective high courts solely
on political considerations.
Favouritism and nepotismis
one additional factor for
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Appoint prosecutors on merit
not political factors, says SC

compromising merit," said
the top court.

The bench said the state
government owed aduty to
ascertain the ability of the
person — proficiency in law,
overall background, in-
tegrity, ete.

Time and again, said the
apex court, it was observed
that such appointments — be
it high court or district ju-
diciary -- should only con-
sider a candidate's merit.

Observing public prose-
cutors held a "public office”,
the bench said they were
not a part of the i igat-
ing agency but an "inde-
pendent statutory authori-
"

"The criminal law en-
forcement system investi-
gates crimes and prosecutes
offenders. It must also pro-
tect valued rights and free-
doms, and convict only the
guilty. The prosecutor must
recognise these different
and competing interests,”
itsaid. Outlining a prosecu-
tor's duty, the court said
they should assist the court
in reaching a proper con-
clusion in regard to the case

which was brought before it.

"A public prosecutor is
not expected to show a thirst
toreach the casein the con-
viction of the aceused some-
how or the other irrespective
of the true facts of the case,"
it added.

In the case at hand, the
bench allowed the appeals
and setaside the high court's
verdict which held the ap-
pellants guilty of murder
and sentenced them to life

imprisonment.
The bench directed
Haryana to compensate the

appellants with Rs 5 lakh
each within four weeks,

The case related to an in-
cident which took place on
March 13, 1998.

The top court said the
high court committed an
“egregious error in revers-
ing the acquittal and passing
an order of conviction in
exercise of its revisional ju-
risdiction and that too with-

SC seeks details of FIRs chargesheets against
men who invoked triple talaq for divorce

) New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Centre to furnish data on
FIRs and chargesheets
against men who invoked
instant triple talaq to di-
vorce their wives in violation
of the Muslim Women (Pro-
tection of Rights in Mar-
riage) Act, 2019.

Abench comprising Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar was
hearing about 12 petitions
filed by various Muslim in-
dividualsand organisations
challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the 2019
Act that criminalises the
practice of instant triple ta-
aq.

Fhe respondent (Cen-
tre) shall file the total num-
ber of TFIRs and
chargesheets pending under
Section 3 and 4 of the Mus-
lim Women (Protection of
Rights of Marriage) Act
2019. The pumc; to also
file written not

nalised when the practice is
banned and no divorce can
take place by uttering talaq
three times at once,” the
CJ1 said.

The bench said as triple
talag was legally void, the
law effectively penalised
mere pronouncement of the
words “talaq” thrice — the
bone of contention in the
ongoing legal challenge.

Mehta defended the leg-
islation saying penalising
an activity fc]] Mﬂm the do-

exceeding three pages in
support of their contention,”
the bench said.

Tt asked the Centre and
other part ties to file written

out any of hear-
mb tothe dppvllanh
"Reputation of an indi-
vidual is an insegregable
facet of his right to life with
dignity,” it added.

Due legal process followed in R]D MLC
expulsion Bihar legislative council to SC

India’s space industry on
Wednesday lauded the
ISRO for the launch of its
100th mission from the
spaceport at Sriharikota,
terming it as a defining mo-
mentand expressed resolve
to clock the next 100
launches in five years.

ISRO's GSLV-Mkz2 rock-
et placed in orbit NVS-02
satellite for Tndia’s home-
built global positioning sys-
tem — Navigation with
dian Constellation (Nav-
1C) - early Wednesday,
making it the 100th mission
to be launched from the
Satish Dhawan Space Cen-
tre at Sriharikota.

“This carries the decades-
long legacy of India's space
exploration and also signi-
fies our resolve ahead.
Alongwith private launch-

nessing the next 100 in five
vears," said Indian Nation-
al Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe) Chairman Pawan
Kumar Goenka.
Hyderabad-based
Ananth Technologies Lim-
ited CMD Subba Rao Pavu-
Turi said the 100th launch
was notjust a celebration of
the ISRO's technological
prowess but alsoa reflection

of India's growing capabil-
ities in the global space are-
na. " vears, we have

had the privilege of con-
tributing to several of
ISRO's missions, provid-
ing cutting-edge avionics,
systems and solutions that
have played a pivotal role in
the success of these en-
deavours,” he said.

Aerospace, a part of the
Godrej Enterprises Group,
said the ISRO's 10 oth mis-
sion launch from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre
marked a defining moment
in India’s space journey.

"For over four decades,
Aerospace has been a com-
mitted partnerin India’sas-
cent as a global space pow
er, contributing predsion-
engincered components, in-
chuding liquid engines, Vikas
engine, and high-perfor-
mance thrust chambers,"
statement from Godrej said.

"The capabilities and in-
frastructure that ISRO has
built over decades are the
reasan Skyroot Aerospaceis
able to do what we do,” said
Pawan Chandana, co-
founder and CEO of space
sector start-up Skyroot
Aerospace.

The RJID leader, it said,
even questioned the com-

to the pleas
while the posting the matter
for final hearing in the week
commencing March 17.

Referring to the legal po-
sition, the bench said as
triple talag was held invalid,
there was no dissolution of

e and the point now
was the criminalisation of
the pronouncement.

"If the divorce itselfis not
recognised, the relationship
then continues and no sep-
aration. But now you have

New Delhi Senior ad Ab-  har chief minister is Paltur-
ﬂ]c Biha rJchlf‘lau_veCoun- hishek Singhvi and am Rulca provide for grad-
cilon y informed have ques
the Supreme Court thatdue ~ GoPal Sankara- unmd the report on the
legal procedure wasfollowed  narayanan, appearing  ground of doctrine of pro-
inexpelling RIDMLC Sunil  for the RID leader, ar-  Portionality,” submitted
Kumar Singh from the N - Sankar
House and he was actually 8ued the of The bench said, "You were
challenging the will of the ~Proportionality was a respected member of the

council.

Abench of Justices Surya
Kant and N Kotiswar Singh,
which reserved its verdict
on the plea of the former leg-
idlator, was informed by sen-
for advocate Ranjit Kumar
that he was involved in mis-
conduet previously too and
the decision of the ethics
committee recommending
his expulsion was properly
debated in the House.

Senioradvocates Abhishek
Singhvi and Gopal Sankara-
narayanan, appearing for

not followed and
Singh had only said
that people say Bihar
chief minister Nitish
Kumar was "pal-
turam"

the RJID leader, argued the
doctrine of proportionality
was not followed and Singh
had only said that people
say Bihar chief minister Ni-
tish Kumar "palturam”.

"I never said that it is my
word but people say that Bi-

SC acquits man jailed
for over 12 years in
murder case

New Delhi
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday acquitted a
man jailed for over 12 years
inamurder case in Kerala.

Abench of Justices Ab-
hay S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
found it "very difficult” to
believe the testimonies of
two evewitnesses and held
the man's guilt was not
proved beyond a reasonable
doubt.

The top court's verdict
came on an appeal filed by
one Vinobhai who chal-
lenged a September 2016
judgement of the Kerala
High Court upholding his
conviction and life sentence
in the case.

"The appellant has un-
dergone incarceration for
more than twelve vears.
Hence, he shall be forthwith
set at liberty unless re-
quired in connection with
any other case," said the
bench.

Vinobhai was convicted
by a trial court on murder
charges and sentenced to
life imprisonment.

He was accused of fatal-
ly stabbing one Ramakr-
ishnan on December 31,
2010,

The prosecution alleged a
previous enmity between
Vinobhai and Ramakrish-
nan who was allegedly in-
volved in the murder of the
former's elder brother.

In its verdict, the bench
dealt with the evidence giv-

House. You have to express
some maturity in your state-
ments. You should lead by
example and not indulge in
these kinds of statements.”
The top court asked the
parties to submit their writ-
ten submissions innext three
days and reserved its verdict.
On January 16, the coun-
cil justified its decision say-
ing neither did the MLC at-
tend the ethics committee
meetings nor did he expre:
any regret over the remark
against the chief minister.

petence of b f ethics
committee and its constitu-
tion.

Kumar submitted Singh
couldn't claim parity with
another RJD MLC Mohd
Qari Sohaib who was sus-
pended for two days over a
similar remark, saying So-
haib attended the meetings
and answered the allega-
tions.

The top court had re-
strained the Election Com-
mission of India from de-
claring the Bihar Legislative
Council bye-election result
for the seat previously held
by the expelled RID leader.

Singhvi had said dnul.her
RID legislator making
ilar remark was only s
pended fora couple of days.

the very act of
pronouncing it...we want
the list of cases all over In-
diawhere FIRs are led, now
in all states FIRs are cen-
tralised, just give us a list of
that," the CJ1 said.

Thelist was directed to in-
clude data from rural areas,

"In no civilised section,
such a practice is there,"
said solicitor general Tnshar
Mehta.

The bench said the peti-
Honers were not arguing
for making triple talaq valid
but opposed its eriminali-
sation.

“I am sure none of the
lawyers here are saying that
the practice is correct, but
what they are saying is
whether it can be crimi-

mam of legislative policy.

sed the

aligned with the broader
principles of legal aceount-
ability, citing Section 506 of
IPC, which penalised certain
forms of verbal threats.

He said the criminalisa-
tion of triple talaq served a
necessary deterrent pur-

ose.

Thebench said even after
pronouncing triple talaq, a
Muslim husband and wife
remain legally married, as
the practice did not consti-
tute a valid divorce.

“If the divorce itself is not
ised, the relationsh

(}ml t]u- Act imposed dis-
propertionate punishment,
saying the maximum sen-
tence under the law was
three years, lower than
penalties in other laws pro-
tecting women’s rights.
The law officer quoted
eminent poetess Parveen
Shakir from Pakistan to
highlight the bane of in-
stant triple talaq as saying,
"Talag to de rahe ho itab-o-
keharke saath, meri jawani
bhi lauta do meri mehr ke
saath’ (You are pronouncing
talaq in a fit of rage, please

return my youth along with
mehr).”
Petitioner’s  counsel

Nizam Pasha said the law
unjustly eriminalised the
‘mere utterance of words,
talaq, equating it with pun-
ishable offenses. He said no
other community faced sim-
ilar legal consequences for
marital abandenment.
Senior advocate M R
Shamshad said existing do-
mestic violence laws suffi-
ciently addressed issues
arising out of marital dis-
‘putes, making the separate
criminal law unnecessary.
“In matrimonial cases,
even if a wife is physically
assaulted, it takes months to
register an FIR. Here, an
FIR is lodged for mere pro-
nouncement,” he said.
Mehta argued the law

continues. But now, you
have penalised the very act
of pronouncing it,” the CJI
said as he referred to peti-
tioners’ concerns about the
law’s necessity.

The bench said the chal-
lenge to the law was not
about defending triple talaq
as a valid practice but ques-
tioning whether criminal
penalties were justified
when the practice had al-
ready been declared un-
constitutional.

Section 3 of the Act de-
clares triple talaq as void
and illegal whereas Section
4 preseribes a punishment
of up to three years' im-
prisonment for a Muskim
Tusband who pronounces it.

The petitioners, including
Samastha Kerala Jamiathul
Ulama, Jamiat Ulama-i-
Hind, and the Muslim Ad-
vocates Association (Andhra
Pradesh), argued the law
unfairly targeted a specific
religious community.

Instant "triple talaq". also
known as "talag-e-biddat".

In a landmark verdict,
the apex court on August 22,
2017 held as invalid the

1,400-year-old practice of

“triple talaq" among Mus-
lims while setting it aside on
several grounds, ncluding it
was against the basic tenets
of Quran and violated the Is-
lamic law Shariat.

RG Kar case: Supreme Court asks hospitals to
regularise doctors' absence during protests

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed hospi-
tals, including ALIMS New
Delhi, to the unau-
thorised absence of doctors
who were part of protests
against the rape and murder
of a doctor at RG Kar Hos-
pital, Kolkata.

The heinous erime trig-
gered nationwide outrage
and prolonged protests in
West Bengal. The hospital
slaﬂ :md docmxs took partin

enby and
said, "The statement made
by both the eyewitnesses
that the appellant inflicted
two to three stab wounds
on theback of the deceased
with a knife are omissions.”

Both did not report the
incident to the police, it

ed,

The court underlined the
existence of material omis-
sions amounting to a con-
tradiction.

"Coupled with the mate-
rial omissions, if we con-
sider the conduct of both
the witnesses, their version
does not inspire confi-
dence," it said.

One of the witnesses, said
the court, said Ramakrish-
nan was a supporter of the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) whereas Vinobhai
was a BJP worker.

The acquittal order set
aside the high court’s Sep-
tember 2016 judgement
and the trial court's October
2012 order.

le protests after the
body of the post-graduate
trainee doctor was found in
the RG Kar hospital's semi-
nar room on August 9, last
year.

During its probe, Kolkata
police arrested eivic volun-
teer Sanjay Roy the next day
in the case.

On Wednesday, a bench
comprising Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar took note of
the submissions of a doctors”
body that some hospitals
had regularised the ahsence
of the doctors following its
August 22, 2024 order
whereas a few others, in-
cluding AITMS Delhi, decid-
edto treat the period as leave
of absence,

"We deem it appropriate
to dlarify that if protesting
workers had joined work
post the Supreme Court or-
der then their absence shall
be regularised and not be
treated as absence from duty.
This is issued in peculiar

facts and circumstances of
the cases and is not laying
down any precedent,” the
CJ1 said.

The lawyer appearing for
thebody s
treat the protest period as
leave could ereate trouble
for some of the medical PG
students,

Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, representing the Cen-
tre, said as the case wasnon-
adversarial, the hospitals
would abide by the top
court’s directions.

Mehta said AIIMS, Delhi,
decided to treat the period as
leave of absence availed by
the doctors.

“Byan earlierorder, it was
stated that no coercive step
would be taken against the
protesting doctors for
protests till the date ofthe or-
der. Pursuant to this some of
the AIIMS such as Kalyani
and Gorakhpur and the PGI
Chandigarh have regularised
the absence. However some
otherinstitutes have treated

the said period asif doctors
were on leave," the bench
said.

On August 22, last year,
the bench made an impas-
sioned appeal to the protest-
ing doctors across the coun-
try, asking them to resume
work.

Observing "justice and
medicine” couldn't be
stopped, it directed no coer-
cive action would be taken
against doctors once they
resumed work.

The bench was hearing
the suo-motu case over the
rape and murder of a trainee
doctor in the Kolkata hospi-

tal.

On Wednesday, the CJT
advised senior advocate
Karuna Nundy, appearing
for an applicant, to with-
draw her plea in the rape and
murder case, saying it was
filed prior to. LhL Kolkata
court's i

in the case... What is there in
your application has a lot of
things which are debatable.
Everything you say in the
court through an affidavit
will have consequences,” the
CJ1said.

Mehta, representing the
CBI, said unintentionally,
the plea could help the con-
viet.

The details of the applica-
tion, relating to the case,
were not known.

"The counsel says the ap-
plication was filed before the
(trial court) judgment was
pronounced. The applica-
tion is dismissed as with-
drawn with the liberty as
prayed for," the CJT said.

On Janu

B

prisonment till death” in the
case. On December 10 last
year, the top court took note
of the CBI's latest status re-
port and expressed confi-
dence that the trial would
conclude within a month.
The bench had directed
the parties to share their
recommendations and sug-
gestions on preventing gen-
der-based violence and de-
veloping safety protocols for
doctors and medical staff at
hospitals across the nation
with the court-appointed na-
tional task force (NTF).
The bench directed the
NTF to filea report and said,
"Allr dations and

in the case.
“Please be careful of the
fact that there is a conviction

suggestions be sent to the
National Task force and a re-
ply be filed by the states and

UTs (union territories) to
the last report of the NTF."

While taking a suo motu
notice of the case, the bench
constituted the NTF on Au-
ate a pro-
ty and se-
curity of medical profes-
sionals in the wake of the
crime.

In November last year, the
NTF in its report - part of
the Central government's af-
fidavit - said a separate cen-
tral law to deal with affences
against health care profes-
sionals was not required.

The panel said the state
laws had adequate provi-
sions to address minor of-
fences besides serious ones
under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023.

In aslew of recommenda-
tions, the N'TF said 24 states
had enacted laws toaddress
violence against health care
professionals while defining
the terms "health care insti-
tutions" and "medical pro-
fessionals”.

The bench then said the
case would be next heard in
the week commencing
March 17, 2025, but said the
parties could seek an early
hearing ifthe rape and mur-
der case trial was delayed or
an urgency.

Initially investigated by
the Kolkata police, the case
was transferred to the CBI on
August 13 after the Calcutta
High Court expressed dis-
satisfaction over the former's
investigation.




‘Minor
incidents’ do
happen in such
a big event:

UP minister

Pradesh “‘minis-
ter Sanjay Nishad on
Wednesday expressed
grief over the stampede
in Mahakumbh Nagar
and said “minor inci-
dents” do happen in
“such a big event”.

Nishad is the chief of
the Nishad party and
fisheries minister in the
Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment,

“In such a big event
and when there is such
a huge crowd, minor in-
cidents do happen,” he
said while calling it sad.

He said Chief Minis-
ter Adityanath is looking
into this matter. One
should take a bath wher-
ever one finds space and
one should not believe
in rumours, he added.

Asked about Sama-
jwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav's allegation
of mismanagement in
Maha Kumbh, he said,
he would not want to
comment on it,

e arrangements
that have been made and
the crowd that is there
will not be anywhere
else in the world. Where
such big arrangements
are made and such a
huge crowd gathers,
some small incidents
take place somewhere or
the other,” he said.

“This incident is sad
for us and I want this
not to happen in the fu-
ture. We people and the
entire government are
alert,” he said.

The stampede took
place in Mahakumbh
Nagar in which 30 peo-
ple died and 60 suffered
injuries.

HP govt nod for
Sadhbhawana
Legacy Cases

Resolution
Scheme

Shimla:
Chief Minister Sukhvin-
der Singh Sukhu-led
government  has  ap-

proved the rollout of
the Himachal Pradesh
Sadhbhawana Lega-
¢y Cases Resolution
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Ayodhya witnesses unprecedented

~__Ayodhya (UP):

n the oceasion of
Mauni Amavasya,
Ayodhya wit-

nessed an overwhelming
surge of devotees who
took a holy dip in the
Saryu River.

Experts estimate that
over 50 lakh devotees
have arrived in Ayodhya
in the past 72 hours and
the mm is expected to
continue until Vasant
Panchami, an official
statement issued here
said.

The temple town re-
mained packed with
worshippers  through-
out the day, with long
queues outside Ram
Mandir and Hanuman-
garhi temple extending
late into the night.

Anticipating a surge as
pilgrims are now trav-
elling from the Maha
Kumbh to  Ayodhya,
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has instruct-
ed officials to ensure
seamless crowd man-
agement, it said.

Adityanath is person-
ally monitoring the situ-
ation to ensure efficient
management of the in-
flux, the statement said.

On Mauni Amavasya,
thousands of devotees
thronged the Saryu
ghats for a holy dip, with
Chaudhary Charan Sin-

gh Ghat seeing the larg-
est influx, it said. After
their ritual bath, many
proceeded to Tanuman-
garhi and then the Ram
mandir
A massive  ecrowd
stretched from  Shrin-
gar Haat to the temple
premises. Similar scenes
were observed at the
Ram Temple, where dev-
otees queued up in large
numbers for darshan.
The statement said the
influx of pilgrims has
boosted local businesses
like ‘prasad’ sellers, ho-

tels and homeqtays
Entry of all types of
vehicles into the fair
area has been complete-
ly restricted, with heavy
police deployment at key
locations  to maintain
order. The health de-
partment is also on high
alert, with all doctors’
leaves cancelled until
Vasant Panchami.
Emergency  services
will remain operational
24x7 to handle any med-
ical needs, the statement
iﬂl

Chief Medical Officer

People of Himachal Pradesh burdened
by hefty water bills: JR Thakur

Rajan Punchhi
MANDI:
Former C! Minister

and Leader of Opposi-
tion Jai Ram Thakur on
Wednesday said that the
people of the state are
ering due to hefty
water bills.
1In a statement, Thakur
criticised Chief Minis-
ter Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu's  government
for its ‘vyavastha pari-
vartan’, stating that the
people are constantly
troubled by arbitrary or-

ers.

The Jal Shakti Depart-
ment is also contribut-
ing to this distress, with
reports of poor water
quality leading to the
spread of diseases like

them pae for its failures.

He called the sudden
increase in water bills
unjust and stated that
the government was
using the people as a
means to increase its

Scheme, 2025, extend- jaundi revenue, He claimed
ing its scope to |nclude He memmned that  that the government
cases under people in Jogindernagar ~ was loiting the situ-
sumed enactments. had seen an increase of  ation to fill its coffers by

Sukhu said the new
scheme is expected to
resolve approximately
3,500 cases with an an-
ticipated revenue reali-
zation of Rs 10 crore.

The State Value Added
Tax Act, which governs
petroleum products like
diesel and petrol, re-
mains outside the pur-
view of the Goods and
Service Tax (GST), a
statement issued here
on Wednesday said.

Under  this new
scheme, the cases relat-
ed to petroleum prod-
uets up to the financial
vear 2017-18 will be ad-

ssed, aiming to fur-
ther reduce the backlog
of cases under non-sub-
sumed enactments.

The government,
which is committed to
reducing litigation and
enhancing revenue real-
ization, has periodically
launched Legacy Cases
Resolution Schemes, the
statement added.

Following the imple-
mentation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
Act on July 1, 2017, state
taxes such as Entry Tax,
Entertainment Tax and
Luxury Tax were sub-
sumed under the GST.

To address the pend-
ing cases and disputes
under these taxes, the
state has introduced
three Legacy Cases Res-
olution Schemes to date.

The chief minister said
that these schemes have
successfully  resolved
48,269 pending cases,
generating a revenue
of Rs 452.68 crore and
providing significant re-
lief to the litigants.

Rs 1,000 in their water
bills, which led to pro-
tests and a warning of a
larger movement if the
increased bills were not
withdrawn.

Similarly, in Theog,
the department issued
a bill of Rs 45,000 to a
consumer despite no
water connection or
pipeline being installed.

Thakur accused the
government of troubling
the people and making

manipulating the billing
system,

Thakur sought inter-
vention at the adminis-
trative level to resolve
these issues, warning
that if the problems
were not addressed, the
BJP would be forced to
protest on the streets.

Thakur also  point-
ed out that under the
central  government's
*Har Ghar Nal Jal' initi-
ative, over 12 lakh wa-

ter connections were
provided in IMimachal
Pradesh, but the current
state government had
imposed a Rs 100 per
month charge on each
connection.

He further noted that
the previous govern-
ment had waived water
bills in rural areas, ben-
efiting millions of peo-
ple, but now the state
government was look-
ing to charge for every
connection.

Thakur  expressed
surprise at the Chief
Minister’s decision to

raise funds through
these charges and
warned that the in-

volved ministers would
soon face consequences
when the public votes
them out.

“world-class

Dr Pushpendra Kumar
confirmed that 13 tem-
porary health camps
will continue to function
until February 26 to pro-
vide immediate medical
assistance to  pilgrims.
IG Praveen Kumar stat-
ed that traffic has been
rerouted to manage the
massive footfall.

Large vehicles have
been stopped on the
highways, and alterna-
tive routes have been
designated  to  pre-
vent congestion in and
around Ayodhya.

influx of devotees on Mauni Amavasya

In the early morning,

Yogi govt's ambulance
service proves lifeline of
devotees at Mahakumbh

Mahakumbh
Nagar:

ly taken for advanced
hose

silence as they took a
holy dip in the Saryu
River, later breaking
into chants of ‘Shri
Ram’ that echoed
throughout Ayodhya
Dham.

have

Authorities
also increased accom-
modation eapacity in

Ayodhya.  Municipal
LOﬂ]n]lSSlOl‘lEl‘ bantosh
Sharma said that ar-
rangements have been
made to house around
30,000 devotees in shel-
ter areas to ensure their
comfort, according to
the statement.

In light of the ongoing
preparations, ADG Zone
Lucknow, SB Shirod-
kar, visited Ayodhya on

esday to assess se-
curity and management
efforts, including ar-
rangements at Ayodhya
Dham Railway Station.

Divisional ~ Commis-
sioner Gaurav Dayal
and IG Praveen Kumar
reviewed major loca-
tions from the control
room.

Nepal MP Binita Ka-
thayat also visited Avo-
dhya after taking a dip
in the Maha Kumbh,
the statement said.

A major accident was
quickly contained
thanks to the Yogi
government's swift re-
sponse. Over 50 ambu-
lances, using a Green
Corridor, reached
Sangam Nose within
minutes, making over
100 trips to transport
the injured. Expert
doctors arrived within
2-3 minutes, provid-
ing immediate medical
aid.

Central Hospital
doctors confirmed
that specialist doc-

tors in  Mahakumbh
Nagar treated the in-
jured promptly, with
the Yogi government’s
emergency ambulance
service playing a key
role. Following the
accident, ambulanc-
es were swiftly dis-
patched via a Green
Corridor. Within just
2-3 minutes, expert
doctors and a medi-
cal team arrived and
began administering
first aid.

Over 50 ambulanc-
es rushed nonstop to
transport the injured
to the central hospital.
After providing imme-
diate first aid at the
site, critically injured
patients were swift-

tres
needing  specialized
care were later shifted
to Swaroop Rani Neh-
ru Hospital or Tej Ba-
hadur Sapru Chikitsa-
laya (Beli Hospital).
The Police, SDRF,
and NDRF teams
played a vital role in
facilitating ambulance
movement and ensur-
ing continuous medi-
cal assistance. A Green
Corridor was quickly
established, ermblmg
ambulances to navi-
gate the crowded area
at full speed and reach
locations within min-
utes. This rapid re-
sponse was crucial in
saving lives.
All  medical shifts
were merged, ensuring
the presence of over
1,000 healtheare pro-
fessionals at the hospi-
tal to treat the injured.
Doctors  from  both
morning and evening
shifts remained on
duty, supported by a
large team of ward boys
and nurses working
tirelessly to save lives.
Additionally, doctors
from various locations
across the fairgrounds
reached the hospital
within three minutes,
ensuring swift medical
attention.

Maha Kumbh management should
be handed over to army Akhilesh

Lucknow:

Opposition leaders in

Uttar Pradesh targeted
the Adityanath govern-
ment over the stampede
at the Maha Kumb!
Wednesday, with Sama-
jwadi Party president
Akhilesh  Ya de-
manding that the man-
agement of the world’s
largest religious event
should be immediately
handed over to the army.

UP Congress president
Ajay Rai said the tragic
incident highlighted the
failure of the state gov-
ernment.

Yadav said that crores
of devotees are stuck
on the roads leading to
Prayagraj in various cit-
ies and request people of
UP and NGOs to arrange
food and water for them.

He demanded that
those who claimed
arrange-
ments” in the Maha
Kumbh should resign
from their posts taking
moral responsibility for
the stampede.

“In order to re-estab-
lish faith in the system
among the saint commu-
nity and devotees who
have come to the Maha
Kumbh, it is necessary
that the administration

and man.{g,ement of the
Maha Kumbh should
be immediately handed
aver to the army instead
of the UP government,”
the SP chief said on X,
“Now that the truth
of the claims of making
world class  arrange-
ments has come out in
front of everyone, those
who were claiming and
spreading false propa-
ganda about it should
resign from their posts
taking moral respon-
sibility for the people
killed in this accident,”
he said.

At least 30 people
were killed and 60 oth-
ers injured in the stam-
pede that broke out at

the Maha Kumbh Mela
in the early hours of
Wednesday.

“The news of casualties
of devotees in the n
management  accident
in Maha Kumbh is very
sad,” Yadav said in an-
other post on X.

He said air ambulanc-
es should be deployed
to transport those seri-
ously injured and called
for “swift arrangements
to identify the deceased
and return their bodies
to their families”.

Yadav emphasised the
need for enhanced sur-
veillance at the event,
particularly  through
helicopters, to maintain
order and security.

He also appealed to
devotees to remain pa-
tient and calm during
this difficult time ane
asked the government to
learn from the incident
to improve future ar-
rangements for pilgrims.

The former chief min-
ister said crores of peo-
ple are stranded on the
roads due to the “clo-
sure” of Maha Kumbh
Mela area, urban areas
of Prayagraj, borders of
Prayagraj city and roads
len(im_g to Prayagraj in
various cities.

“Crores of people in
lakhs of vehicles are
stuek in tens of kilom-
eters long traffic jam.
The government should
immediately  become
active by considering
it a disaster born out
of administrative neg-
ligence rather than a
normal rescue,” Yadav
said in a post on X.

Relief in the form of
food and water should
reach the devotees be-
fore sunset and they
should be assured that
the state government
and the central gov-
ernment  will make
arrangements to take
everyone to their des-
tination safely, he said.

‘Sudden surge of devotees led to stampede’

Mahakumbh Nagar:
Shoes, slippers and
clothes scattered at the
site speak about the
chaos that unfolded
at the Sangam area of
the Maha Kumbh early
Wednesday.  Devotees
recounted the horrific
incident saying people
were pushing each other
to take a dip at the aus-
picious time on Mauni
Amavasya.

Several people were
killed and many injured
in the stampede which
took place at around 2
am as crores of pilgrims
jostled for space to take
the holy dip.

Going by eyewitness
accounts, one of the
reasons for the tragedy
was the sudden surge of
pilgrims at the Samgam
who had gathered at
the Maha Kumbh from
across the country — all
driven by an obvious de-
sire to take the holy dip
at 3 am, the start of the
auspicious hour.

*Many devotees had
patiently waited for the
auspicious hour. Several
of them were sitting on
the ground, and some
were even lying down
near the ghats. The
bathing site was barri-
caded.

“Past midnight a sud-
den surge of devotees
led to barricades eom-
ing apart, and in the

melee many people who
were sleeping or sitting
on the ground were run
over,” said Madhumita,
a devotee from Assam
who claimed to have
witnessed the tragedy.
Badama Devi, an el-
derly woman from Bi-
har’s Begusarai, broke
down while recounting
the tragedy, saying she
had come to the Maha

Kumbh to take the dip at
the propitious moment.
“We knew that this
moment  would  not
come again in our life-
time, and that is why we
had travelled from so
far and waited all this
while to be able to take
the bath in the Ganga at
the auspicious moment,”
Devi said.
“Lagta hai Ganga Mai

ka ihai manzoor rahan
(it seems that mother
Ganga willed it s0).”

Ram Sumiran from
Palamu, Jharkhand, re-
flected on the stampede.

“We were aware that
this sacred moment
was coming after 144
years. None of us want-
ed to miss it. Scores of
devotees were lying on
the ground waiting for
the auspicious hour to
begin to take the dip. A
sudden surge out of no-
where led to a stampede.
Many were got trampled
as erowd pressure esca-
lated after barricades
collapsed,” he said.

“Scattered shoes, slip-
pers, and clothes at the
site speak about the cha-
os that unfolded,” said
Sumiran, who was still
in a state of shock.

He said that many
people waited for long
not just for the auspi-
cious hour to take the
dip but also to cateh a
glimpse of Naga sadhus.

Before the tragedy, a
video of the Prayagraj
Divisional Commission-
er, Vijay Vishwas Pant
urging devotees to take
precautions has now
gone viral.

In the video, Pant is
seen advising the devo-
tees against overcrowd-
ing the Maha Kumbh
bathing area and avoid-
ing lying down in the
passage leading to the
ghats.

In the video, Pant
could be heard saying,
“Get up, get up..take a
bath. Many people are
expected, and there’s
a p0§s|h11|1‘v of a stam-
pede.

He was seen request-
ing devotees to prior-
itize their safety, espe-
cially those who had
arrived early, suggesting
they should quickly va-
cate the area after the

ip.

The Triveni Sangam
-- the confluence of the
Ganga, Yamuna, and

Saraswati -- is consid-
ered the holiest by Hin-
dus, with a belief that
taking a dip in it during
the Maha Kumbh and
Ea_riicu]arly on special

athing dates like Mauni
Amavasya washes away
people’s sins and pro-
vides them ‘moksha’ or
salvation.

According to data re-
leased by the Mela ad-
ministration, till 2 pm
on Wednesday, more
than five crore people,
including 10 lakh ‘Kalp-
awasis, took the holy
dip in the Ganga and the
Sangam. Since the start
of the Mela, 19.94 crore
devotees have taken a
dip in the Ganga.

The Maha
Kumbh-2025 kicked
off on January 13 in
Prayagraj and will con-
tinue till February 26.
The UP government ex-
pects a total footfall of
around 40 crore pilgrims
at the largest spiritual
gathering of the world.
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Plane crash in
South Sudan
kills 20

JUBA:

A plane has erashed in
the north of South Su-
dan killing at least 20
people, leaving only
one confirmed survivor,
Unity State's minister
for information said
Wednesday.

The aircraft came
down near the oil fields
in Unity State at around
10:30 am local time
(0830 GMT) shortly
after taking off for the
capital Juba.

"The plane ecrashed
500 metres away from
the airport,” Gatwech
Bipal Both told AFP by

phone.
"21 people were on
board. As for now,

there's only one survi-
vor."

The survivor, a South
Sudanese ngineer
working at the oil field,
has been rushed to Ben-
tiu State hospital, the
minister said.

IIe said the Ukrain-
ian P aireraft,
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Afghanistan relocates families of

banned TTP from

~ Islamabad:

fghanistan's  in-
A;erim Taliban
overnment  has
relocated some family
members of the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) from border
regions to other parts
of the country, in an ef-
fort to placate Pakistan's
growing anger.

A senior Pakistani
official confirmed the
development on Tues-
day but emphasised the
move was too little to
address the country's
long-standing concerns,
the Express Tribune
newspaper reported.

It is believed that the
latest move by the Af-
ghan Taliban came after
the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) nudged the
Kabul administration to
address Pakistan's con-
cerns over the terrorist
hid the paper said.

chartered by the Great-
er Pioneer Operating
Company (GPOC) and
operated by Light Air
Services Aviation Com-
pany, was on a routine
mission to the area.

"The state govern-
ment is in a deep sor-
row by this acecident”,
he added, saying there
would be an investiga-
tion.

“Although most peo-
ple predicted that this
might be a mechanical
collision,” he added,
without giving more de-
tails.

All of the passengers
are employees of GPOC:
16 South Sudanese, two
Chinese nationals and 1
Indian, according to the
manifest seen by AFP,
confirmed by local au-
thorities.

BUSINESS

Taliban's acting inte-
rior minister, Sirajud-
din TTagqani, along with
the Taliban intelligence
chief recently travelled
to the UAE and held
talks with the Gulf coun-

try's leadership. Ahead
of their visit, a Pakistani
delegation also visited
the Gulf country as part
of efforts to address the
issue of TTP, the paper
said.

There was no official
confirmation from ei-
ther side about the de-
velopment and potential

role being played by the
UAE to ease tensions be-
tween the two countri

However, the Paki-
stani official acknoy
edged the role of UAE
and Qatar to broker
some kind of path for-
ward on the issue of
TTP, the paper said.

The official s

d cer-

borde

a

tain family members of
the TTP, mostly women
and children, were relo-
cated from border areas
of Pakistan to other are-
as of Afghanistan.

However, the official
made it clear that the
Taliban government
made similar arrange-
ments in the past with

r reglons

little impact. Given the
fact that only members
of the TTP were relocat-
ed and not the fighters,
this would have little im-
pact on the ground.

Moreover, the official
said that the process of
relocation of TTP from
border areas was to be
com leted a long time

ut it was painstak-
Lngl\ slow.

According to  some
estimates, there are be-
tween 6,000 to 8,000
terrorists of TTP op-
erating from Afghani-
stan. Besides, another
20,000 family mem-
bers have taken refu-
gees across the border.

In view of this large
number, the relocation
of a few hundred fami-
ly members of the TTP
was not the answer to
Pakistan's demand, ac-
cording to another offi-
cial.

The official said the
idea of relocation of
TTP from border areas
came from the Talib-
an after they expressed
their reluctance to use
force against them.

UK report flags "pro-Khalistan, Hindu
nationalist extremism’ as threats

London:
Two types of extremism
with their origins in the
Indian subcontinent —
pro-Khalistan extremism

1nd Hindu  nationalist
extremism - have been
flagged as threats to “un-
derstand” in a leaked
report into the UK gov-
ernment’s  ‘Extremism
Review’.

‘Extremely  Confused:
The government’s new
counter-extremism  re-
view revealed’, authored
by Andrew Gilligan and
Dr Paul Scott for the Pol-
icy Exchange think tank
released earlier this week,
claims 'Hindu nationalist
extremism' has found a
mention in such a review
for the first time.

UK Home Office Secu-
rity Minister Dan Jarvis
told the House of Com-
mons on Tuesday that
it was “not entirely clear
which version of the re-
port was leaked” and
stressed that its claims
did not represent govern-
ment policy.

Tt follows ITome Sec-
refary Yvette Cooper or-
dering a Rapid Analvti-
cal Sprint” last August to
determine the  Labour
government’s policy on ex-
tremism.

As per the leaked report,
the Tongest section is la-

——————————
It follows Home Sec-
retary Yvette Coop-
er ordering a ‘Rapid
Analytical Sprint’ last
August to determine
the Labour govern-
ment’s policy on ex-
tremism.

belled “Understand” and
lists nine types of extren1-
ism in the following order
— “Islamist, extreme right-

and single-issue ex-
tremism (LASI), violence
fascination and conspiracy
theories”.

Pages 1718 of ‘Under-
stand’ are devoted to two
types of extremism which
have their origins in the In-
dian subcontinent — what
is deseribed as pro-Khal-
istan extremism and ITin-
du nationalist extremism.
‘With regards to the former,
the report offers the cave-
at that support for a Sikh
state of Khalistan is not

extremist; the
prohlem is when this out-
Took leads to the advocacy
of violence in support of
that cause,” reads the Pol-
icy Exchange report.

Saudi Minister Calls for Bold Steps to Prepare for Future Labour Market

Riyadh:

The world has been wit-
nessing rapid techno-
logical advancement,
fundamental demo-
graphic changes and
Various emerging issues,
and these developments
require "pro-active and
bold steps” to prepare
humanity for the future,
a Saudi minister said on
Wednesday.

Saudi Arabia is "proud
to host this conference”
as part of its continuous
efforts to play an "active

/-
role" in global change,
Minister of Human Re-

sources and Social De-
velopment Eng. Ahmed

bin  Sulaiman AlRajhi
said in his address at
the second edition of
the Global Labour Mar-
ket Conference (GLMC)
here.

"We all united in our
efforts to discuss current
challenges, draw the
future roadmap for the
labour market," said Al-
Rajhi, who delivered the
opening remarks on be-
half of the King of Saudi
Arabia at the global con-
ference being hosted at
King Abdulaziz Interna-

tional Conference Cen-
tre (KAICC),

Agroup of participants
from over 100 countries,
including  government
leaders, experts, innova-
tors, and policymakers
are attending the con-
ference.

"The world is witness-
ing rapid technological
advancement, funda-
mental  demographie
changes and emerging
issues such as climate
adaptation. These devel-
opments require us to

take proactive and bold
steps to prepare human-
ity for the future,” the
Saudi minister said.

The GLMC, he said,
is a crucial hub for col-
laboration and a global
think-tank  supporting
labour market research
and studies.

He asserted that "to-
gether we will continue
to work to provide pos-
itive transformation in
the global market”.

Recalling the first edi-
tion of the conference

held in December 2023,
AlRajhi said this year
"we continue our jour-
ney and join efforts to
deal with contemporary
challenges facing labour
markets and explore
ways to address them".

"Qur vision remains
clear and our goals
steadfast to work togeth-
er to build a flexible and
inclusive labour market
that can adapt to future
challenges and changes
efficiently and effective-
Iy," he added.

Symphony Launches Hair Fall Control
Geysers for Healthier Hair & Skin

Hard v

or washing your hai away?

Sympheny

Tha Hairtall Comtral Geyrers

Symphony Ltd has for-
ayed into the water
heating solutions. The
company has launched
arange of water heaters
with a g-layer PuroPod
Technology that con-
verts hard water into
soft water, filtering out
harmful chemicals and
sediments—one of the
causes of hair fall.

The company has
launched 3 models — 9
SKUs in the water heater
segment - Symphony
Sp:\, Symphony Sauna,

nd Symphony Soul in

15-litre,

and

a5-litre capacitie:
thaticall

enhanced  durability,
a Magnesium Rod for
a longer lifespan, and
comprehensive  safety
features.

Additionally, the
company has intro-
duced SmartBath tech-
nology in its Symphony
Spa range — this makes
it India’s first water
heater powered by Ar-
tificial Intelligence. The
technn]ﬂﬁy is built into
a splash-proof Con-
troller that allows con-
sumers to operate their
geysers effortlessly from
within the shower area
as well as from a dis-
tance, ensuring ease of
use and enh. 1 saf

the five-star-rated wa-
ter heater range comes
with a  heavy-duty
heating element, Tita-
nium Pro Coating for

India’s Crypto Conundrum: Why Immediate Regulation

Ahmedabad:
Symphony Ltd has for-
ayed into the water
heating solutions. The
company has launched
a range of water heaters
with a g-layer PuroPod
Technology that con-
verts hard water into
soft water, filtering out
harmful chemicals and
sediments—one of the
causes of hair fall.

The company has
launched 3 models - ¢
SKUSs in the water heat-
er segment — Symphony
Spa, Symphony Sauna,
and Symphony Soul in
10-litre, 15-litre, and
25-litre capacities. Aes-
thencallv appealing,

The Controller also has
smart features including
time and temperature
control, gesture control,
child safe mode, etc

the five-star-rated wa-
ter heater range comes
with a  heavy-duty
heating element, Tita-

India Targets 1,800 GW Renewable

Energy by 2047, says Pralhad Joshi

/]
~ L

New Delhi:

ndia is eyeing a

long-term target of

1,800 GW of renew-
able energy capacity
by 2047 under 'Viksit
Bharat@z047' vision
when the nation will cel-
ebrate 100 years of inde-
pendence, Union Minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi said on
Wednesday.

Addressing the India
Energy Transit Summit
here, Joshi, who has the
portfolio of "Ministry of
New & Renewable Ener-
gy', said, "Overall, things
are very fast. Now we are
not thinking about 2030
(when 500 GW of re-
newable energy capacity
will be achieved), we are
thinking about 2047."

He said whatever is
glanned for 2030 will

done but we are also
thinking about 2047
(target of 1,800 GW).

"We have a long-term
vision and roadmap un-
der Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's leadership
for 2047... We will defi-
nitely achieve 500 GW
capacity by 2030, that

nium Pro Coating for
enhanced  durability,
a M i Rod for

is for sure. We are even
working for 1,800 GW
mst'll]ed non-fossil ca-
pac:t) Y 2047."

The minister said 500
GW by 2030 is a sllort-
term plan and the gov-
ernment is focusing on a
long-term goal for 2047.

comprehensive
features.
Additionally, the com-
pany has introduced
SmartBath technology in
its Symphony Spa range
— this makes it India’s
first water heater pow-
ered by Artificial Intelli-
gence. The technology is
built into a splash-proof
Controller that allows
consumers to operate
their geysers effortlessly
from within the shower
area as well as from a
distance, ensuring ease
of use and enhanced
safety. The Controller
ﬂlso has smart features
g time and tem-

safety

a longer lifespan, and

perature control, ges-

He said, "We have
reached almost 100 GW
solar capacity in the
country. In the coming
years, we are hopeful to
add approximately 50
GW of new capacity an-
nually. This is the speed
at which we are going

turé control, child safe
mode, etc

Commenting on
the development, Mr.
Achal Bakeri, Chair-
man and Managing Di-
rector, Symphony Ltd,
said, "At Symphony, we
think about tomorrow,
today. Guided by our
“Thinking of Tomorrow’
philosophy, we devel-
oped this unique geyser
after gathering con-
sumer insights on the
impaet of hard water on
hair and skin, as well
as the inconvenience
of operating geysers in-
stalled at a height. With
advanced filtration to
reduce water hardness

forward.”

Ie said the installed
RE (renewable energy)
capacity has surged al-
most 200 per cent, from
75.52 GW in March 2014
to 220 GW today.

"Our journey in the
past decade has been

————
He said whatever is
planned for 2030 will
be done but we are
also thinking about
2047 (target of 1,800

low). ]

transformative,” he not-
ed.

bout solar rooftop
initiative, PM SuryaGhar
Yojana aiming instal-
lation of one crore so-
lar rooftops, he noted
that India has already
achieved 8.5 lakh instal-
lations so far.

He said iitially the
scheme was not picking
up but now bankers are
also financing.

Financial Services Sec-
retary M Nagaraju said
public sector banks can
finance about Rs 10 lakh
crore for RE target of 500
GW by 2030 while the re-
maining Rs 23 lakh crore
will have to come from
other institutions.

India requires Rs 33
lakh crore finance to
achieve the 2030 RE tar-
get, he said.

is Crucial for Growth

and an Al-enabled,
splash-proof ~ wireless
controller, our geysers
ensure effortless opera-
tion—even while show-
ering—making  every
bath smarter, safer,
more luxurious."

The company has
launched its water heat-
er range nationally via
e-commerce and on D2C
platforms. The produet
is also available in mod-
ern trade channels in se-
lect states, with plans for

nationwide  expansion
shortly.
Marketing efforts,

including Live in Cine-
ma, social medin cam-
paigns, and outdoor

advertising, are driv-
ing significant buzz
and boosting demand
for these innovative
storage water heaters.
The company has also
launched an advertise-
ment campaign and
TVC on the hair fall
caused by hard water
highlighting the heater
range's benefits cover-
ing health, safety, and
comfort. The campaign
highlights the health
aspects, addressing the
side effects of chlorine
and hard water, which
cause skin irritation
and are among the key
reasons for hair dam-
age and hair loss.

Digital
Payments Rise
11.1% in India:
RBI Data

Mumbai:
Digital payments
across the country
registered an 11.11 per
cent year-on-year rise
as on September 2024,
according to RBI's in-
dex that measures the
adoption of online
transactions.

RBI's Digital Pay-
ments Index (RBI-
DPI) for September
2024 stands at 465.33
as against 445.5 for
March 2024, the Re-
serve Bank said in a
statement on Wednes-
day.

"The increase in RBI-
DPI index was driven
by growth in payment
infrastructure and
payment performance
across the coun
over the period, it said.

The central bank had
announced the con-
struction of a com-
posite RBI-DPI in
March 2018 as a base
to capture the ex-
tent of digitisation of
payments across the
country.

The index compris-
es five broad param-
eters that enable the
measurement of the
deepening and pene-
tration of digital pay-
ments in the country
over different peri-
ods.

These parameters
are Payment Ena-
blers (weightage 25
per cent); Payment
Infrastructure — De-
mand-side factors (10
per cent); Payment
Infrastructure — Sup-
ply-side factors (15
per cent); Payment
Performance (45 per
cent); and Consum-
er Centricity (5 per
cent).

The index is pub-
lished on a semi-an-
nual basis from March
2021 onwards with a
lag of four months.
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Look its tough and there is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
isin rare company at his
age,——— Simon Katich

Gongadi Trisha follows Mithali's
footsteps, paces Innlngs like her "idol’

een sensation Gﬂ.ng,ull Trisha,
‘who became the first player to
wired in the ongoing
20 Ug World Cup,
has credited her ‘idol" and the leg-
endary Mithali Raj for influencing her
game, particularly in how she would
pace her innings.

OnTuesday, the Indian opener struck
anunbeaten 10 from just 53 balls that
powered India to a commanding 150~
run victory over Scotland.

India posted a huge 208/1 before
bowling Scotland out for just 58 in
their Super Six encounter.

"T've grown up watching Mithali Di,
and I really like how she paced her in-
nings. I've always wanted to do the
same. She's always been my idol,” Tr-
isha, who plays for Hyderabad, said in
avideo posted by BCCL

Trisha's dazzling century was part of
hur remarkable form in the tournament.
she had scored 49 against Sri
lan]u\ and 40 against Bangladesh,
proving to be one of standout players for

Virat boost for
Ranji Trophy as
Delhi aim to
end on high

New Delhi
Virat Kohli's magnetic presence has
not only lifted the profile of the Ran-
Jji Trophy, but also the Delhi team's
sagging spirits as it eves a winning
end to an otherw listless cam-
paign in the final group D game
against Railways starting here on
Thursday.

Interestingly, Railways (17 points
from six games) have more than a fair
shot at making the knock-out stages
if they beat Delhi with benus points
and take their tally to 24.

Delhi (14 from six games) only has
mathematical impossibility to rely
upon but the 10,000-0dd crowd ex-
pected to watch isn't bothered about
the results.

Tamil Nadu (25 points from six

s), Chandigarh (19 from six
, and Saurashtra (18 from six
games) are in a better position com-
pared to these two teams in terms of
probability of qualification.

If Delhi bowls first, the turnout is
not going to exceed 3000 but in case
Delhi is batting first, the crowd would
prefer a Sanat Sangwan or Arpit
Rana to get out quickly and make way
for Kohli.

But what would happen if the 'King'
gets out early? For starters, Ranji Tro-
phy will go back to being 'Ranji Tro-
phy with four journalists and 200
odd spectators taking interest in the
proceedings.

Such has been the interest level in
Kohli's comeback that the Feroz Shah
Kotla ground will have broadcasters
joining the festivities and gearing up
for the live stream of the match,
which is the star batter's first Ranji
outing in 12 years and three months.

"I have played against Virat bhaiyya
in the IPL. It is an honour that in
back-to-back matches 1 IM’\I. now
led Rishabh and Virat bh " Del-
hi skipper Ayush Badoni told re-
porters on the eve of the game.

1t is expected that Kohli will come
in place of left-hander Jonty Sidhu,
whose fisrm has tapered off in the past
few games as he didn't get enough
chances.

The skipper would be vacating his
batting slot so that Kohli ean bat at his
usual position.

“He will bat at No. 4. He has told us
to be positive and express ourselves
confidently,” Badoni said.

Kohli wouldn't mind getting a big
one before the Champions Trophy
which solves his purpose of playing
this particular game.

While the BCCI has made it
mandatory for all plavers to turn up
in Ranji Trophy, the result of this par-
ticular game will have no bearing on
whether Kohli will be picked in the In-
dian team after the Champions Tro-
phy. The Kotla track has a greenish
tinge to it and Badoni indicated that
they will play an extra pacer looking
at the conditions.

Money Grewal looks set for a come-
back in the playing X1 as he provides
extra pace, One of the two left-arm
spinners among Sumit Mathur and
Harsh Tyagi will be cooling his heels,

the defending champions.

"Yes, it's really special forme. I want-
ed to do this in the first World Cup
match, but 1 got another opportunity.

"Against Scotland, although we lost
the toss, I always wanted to bat first so

that we could play the full 20 overs and
score big," she added.

Trisha, who doesn't often glance at the
scoreboard or keep track of her runs, re-
alised she had scored a century only
when her teammates erupted in cele-

bration.

"I only realised 1 scored a hundred
when the entire team started cheering
for me. Tusually don't look at the score-
board or count my runs. So, yeah, it was
really special,” she said.

Trisha also played akey role in India's
victory at the U-19 Asia Cup last year
with a half-century, emerging as one of
the rising stars, ku.lba-.pcnlratxmllhﬂ
importance of her family's unwavering
support, particnlarly her father, who was
inattendance to witness the histoiemo-
ment

ather is my biggest supporter, so
scoring a hundredin a U-19 World Cup
in front of him is truly special,” she said.

"He comes to see all my domestic
matches, but for the first match here, he
somehow missed it.

"However, he made sure to be at the
next match because he doesn't want to
miss a single innings.

"So, I want to dedicate this hundred
tohim aswell asto my mother, as [don't
think itwould have been possible with-
out her,” added Trisha.

Karnataka get KL Rahul boost in crucial tie
against Haryana; Kerala push for QF berth

Bengaluru

Locked in a three-way tussle for a
quarterfinal berth, Karnataka will have
KL Rahul's experience tobank on in the
quest for a bonus point win overtable-
toppers Haryana in their final league
match of the Ranji Trophy Elite Group
C, beginning here on Thursday.

Karnataka currently have 19 points
and Haryana have 26 points, but Ker-
ala with 21 points are putting pressure
on both the teams.

If the former champions manage a
bonus point victory (7 points) at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium, their tally will
be swelled to 26 points.

In that scenario, the home side can
enter the last eight either as the top
team or the second-placed team of the
group, depending on Kerala's outing
against Bihar at Thumba, Thiru-
vananthapuram.

Awin even without a bonus point will
take Kerala to 27 points, and they will
end up as Group C leaders.

B
A

ent, Haryana, who will
stay on 26 points, will be knocked out
as Karnataka will have more bonus
point wins (2) to their credit than
Haryana (1).

The group-toppers are decided by
virtue of bonus point wins this season
as against the net run rate or he
head recordas it has been the case in the
previous editions of the tournament.

If Karnataka garner six points here,
then they will have 25 points and will

Adil Rashid is the most important
player for us, says Jos Buttler

Rajkot
England skipper Jos Buttler sees vet-
eran leg-spinner Adil Rashid as the
team's most important player in the
‘20 setup after his special skills were
on display in the third match against
India here.

Rashid put up a masterclass of leg-
spin to help England pull one back in
the five-match series. He varied his
pace beautifully and got the ball to turn
alot more than all other spinners inop-
eration on Tuesday ni;

The India batters were not even
Jooking for boundaries against Rashid
who ended up with figures of one for
15 in four overs. Heapplied the choke
in the middle overs alongside Jamie
Overton and got rid of in-form Tilak
Varma with a peach of a delivery.

Even in Chennai during the second
T20], Rashid conceded less than four
TUNS per over.

Following the 26-run win, Buttler
couldn't gush enough about the 36-
year-old, who has been playing T2o In-
ternationals since 2009.

"He's the most important player for
us, and he always just seems to
getting better. He's got so
ferent styles of bowling, he
much variety

"One of his great skills is that the first
couple of balls he bowls, he seems to

work out exactly how he needs to
bowl on that wicket, and yeah, he's an
absolute trump card to have as a cap-
tain, so yeah, he's been brilliant the last
couple of games,” said Buttler in his
post-match press conference.

England had the Indian batters un-
der the pump even in the previous
game but Varma's brilliance got the
home team over the line.

The visitors were even sharper with
the ball on Tuesday and were able to
defend 171 comfortably. Besides
Rashid, pacer Overton also kept the
batters quiet with his variations.

"Yeah, it's the beauty of being an all-
rounder, isn't it? He (Overton) missed
out tonight with the bat, but still im-
pacts the game so much with the ball,
so yeah, we know he'll come good, he's
been playing great for a while now, and
he's a dangerous hitter with the ball,

With no dew in second innings,

Rajkot

India's in-form spinner Varun
Chakravarthy feels the Rajkot pitch
playing slower in the second innings
than the team's expectations con-
tributed to its first loss of the five-
match T2ol series against England.

The match was expected to be a
high-scoring affair but it wasn't to be.
England did rather well to post 171 for
nine from 127 for eight.

But India fell way short of the tar-
get, by 26 runs to be specific, as leg-
spinner Adil Rashid produced a de-

cisive bowling effort in the middle
overs.

"1 thought the dew might set in and
the ball would start skidding on. But
the pitch became very slow and their
cutters and their leggies started work-
ing more. While if you see in the first
innings it was not that slow. So, that
played in their favour.

And obviously, Adil Rashid is  leg-
end and he knows how to bowl. He
has that control aver his speed,” said
Chak e night,

Rashid, who found Tilak Varma's

have to hope that Kerala donot get any-
thing more than a draw against Bihar,
who will then have a maximum of 24
points,

Ifthe match here ends in adraw and
Karnataka gain first innings lead for
three points, then the eight-time cham-
pions will have 22 points and will re-
quire Kerala to go down against Bihar
to advance to the quarterfinal.

For Kerala and Haryana, a draw is
enough to serve their purpose.

Rahul boost for Karnataka

This will be Rahul’s first Ranji match
since 2020, and it could not have come
ata more appropriate time.

Kamataka coach Yere Goud said the
seasoned batter will come out at No. 3
against Haryana.

"He brings a lot of experience and
alsoadds alot of value to the side in all
aspects of the game. We will see who
(Rahul will replace in the dleven)...d
pending on the conditions and who
suits where.

Tilak Varma rises to No.
2 in ICC T20I Rankings

Dubai

Talented India batter Tilak Varma
climbed one spot to gecond, while
mystery spinner Varun Chakravarthy
made a massive leap of 25 places to
breakinto the top five in the latest ICC
men's T20l rankings released on
‘Wednesday.

Varma now sits just behind Travis
Head in the batters'list, with the Aus-
tralian maintaining a 23-point lead at
the top.

The young Indian left-hander has
been in sublime farm, posting scores of
19 notout, 72 not out, and 18 in India’s
ongoing T201 series against England.

With two matches remaining in the
series, Varma has a chance to overiake
Head and become the youngest-ever
player to top the rankings -- a record
currently held by Babar Azam, who
reached No. 1 at the age of 23 years and
105 days.

Varma's current rating of 832 points
is the fourth-highest ever achieved by
an Indian batterin T20l history, behind
only Suryakumar Yadav, Virat Kohli,
and KL Rahul.

India’s Abhishek Sharma also made
significant strides, jumping 59 places to
4oth, while England's Liam Livingstone
(upfive spots to 32nd) and Ben Duck-

ett (up 28 places to 68th) were the

biggest gainers from the visiting team.
Chakravarthy's rise s

magical 5/24 in India's

the third T20l propelled him to the top

five in the T20] bowling rankings.
Meanwhile, fellow spinner Axar Pa~

tel moved up five places to 11th, just out-
side the top 10.

England’s Adil Rashid has reclaimed
the No. 1 spot among T2ol bowlers

Rashid first claimed the top position
at the end of 2023 and held it for
much of last year until West Indies’
Akeal Hosein briefly surpassed him be-
fore Christmas.

Bumrah continues to dominate Test
rankings -- India’s pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah remains the top-ranked
Test bowler following his sensational
performances in the Border-Gavaskar
‘Trophy in Australia.

His dominanee across formats also
earmed him the prestigious sarfield
Sobers Trophy for I0C Men's Cricketer
of the Year 2024,

Among Test all-rounders, West In-
dies’ Jomel Warrican has climbed to
24th, while Pakistan’s Mohammad
Rizwan moved up two places to 15th in
the Test batters' rankings, which con-
tinue to be led by England’s Joe Root.

Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh to battle
for Ranji Trophy QF spot from Group B

Ahmedabad
Gujaratand Himachal Pradesh are set
for a high-stakes clash as they battle for
the final quarterfinal spot from Elite
Group B during their final Ranji Trophy
league game, starting here on Thursday.

Group Bleaders Vidarbh points)
have already sealed their place in the
knockouts after a stunning 221-run
comeback win against Rajasthan in
the previous round.

Now, all eyes are an Gujarat (26
points) and Himachal Pradesh (21
points), Theyare the two teams that re-
main in contention to join Vidarbha in
the last eight.

Meanwhile, Hyderabad (16 points),
Rajasthan (16), Uttarakhand (10),
Andhra (7), and Puducherry (3) are out
of the reckoning.

Himachal Pradesh has struggled
with comsistency all season and must re-
group after a crushing innings-and-43-
run defeat to lowly-placed Hyderabad,
which dented their knockout hopes. The
Righi Dhawan-led side paid the price for
an overtly aggressive approach.
mded batter Ankit Kalsi, who
struck an unbeaten double-century
earlier in the season, has been Hi-
machal’s standout performer with 549
muns in six matches. The onus will be on
him and the top order to deliver in this

must-win clash.

Gujarat, on the other hand, will en-
ter the match brimming with confi-
dence after a dominant inningg-and-28-
run victory over Uttarakhand.

Left-arm spinner Siddharth Desai

was the star of Gujarat’s win, regi:
ing sensational figures of g for 36 - the
best by any Gujarat player in first-
class cricket. Hewas well-supported by
Rinkesh Vaghela (3/63) and Vishal
Jayswal (3/71), and the team will be
banking on a similar effort, especially
in the absence of spinner Ravi Bishnoi,
who remains on national duty for the
‘T20l series against England.

Meanwhile, two-time champions Vi-
darbha have already locked theirquar-
terfinal berth and will advance as the
top-ranked team from Group B, re-
gardless of the final leagne-round re-
sults They take on Hyderabad in Nag-
pur in their final league engagement.

Middle-order batter Yash Rathod
(583 runs) and skipper Akshay Wadkar
(517) have been Vidarbha's key con-
tributors with the bat, while 22-year-old
all-rounder Harsh Dubey hasimpressed
with the ball.

Dubey is the leading wicket-taker this
season, having claimed 47scalps at an
outstanding average of 14 55

pitch became very slow: Varun Chakravarthy

middle stump with a classical leg-
break, got welcome support from
Jamie Overton, who struck thrice at
runa ball in his four overs.

It was the second time that
Chakravarthy's five-wicket haul came
in a losing cause. The mystery spinner
has been India’s standout bowler
sinee his comeback last year and had
the England batters guessing once
again.

"No, I can't, I can’t complain be-
cause that's the nature of the game.
There have been times, even when 1

don't take five wickets, we might end
up losing. So, T can't complain.

“But my job is to just keep focusing
on what I can do, what I can perform
for the team. And that's all in my con-
trol," he said.

Putting more overspin on the ball
has yielded rich dividends for
Chal arthy and he is also working
on perfecting the flipper. Has he at-
tempted anything new of I "Noth-
ing new, but the work doesn't stop be-
ney is a constant work.
n if | can bowl a ball--a

stock ball, [ need to keep working on
it, keep pushing it. T need to get nine
on ten consistency. That work is al-
ways there, So, right now my focus is
on consistency and line and length,”
said the 33-year-old from Tamil Nadu.

Chakravarthy also defended leg-
spinner Ravi Bishnoi who leaked 46
runs in four overs.

"Bishniai is a top-class bowler. Last
match I went for 38 runs. He howled
around 26 runs (27 actually in four
overs). So, it's just this match or that
match anyone can get hit.
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We struggled to
impose our =
game, some

faced Indian

spinners for
first time:

Jos Buttler

India strengthening its infrastructure,
research capabllltles for Olympics: PT Usha

Ahmedabad

ndia is focussing not just on

strengthening infrastructure ca-

pabilities, but also intellectual

preparedness as it eyes hosting
rights forthe 2036 Olympic Games, In-
dian Olympic Association (I0A) pres-
ident PT Usha said on Wednesday.

The former track and field star not-

ed India's engagement with the quad-
rennial international games goes be-
yond competitive sports to embrace its
true spirt of promoting peace and
cultural exchange.
She was addressing the 15t Interna-
ti Olympic Research Conference at
Rashtriva Raksha University (RRU)
near Dehgam in Gandhinagar district
The four-day conference has been or-
ganised by the Bharat Centre for
Olympie Research and Education (B-
CORE) of the RRU, an institution of na-
tional importance under the Union
home ministry.

In heraddress, Usha said thanks to
the conference, representatives of var-
ious Olympic studies and research
centres from across the world as well
as experts from diverse fields have
converged in India.

"India's engagement with the
Olympic movement is at a transfor-
mative moment, one that goes bevond
competitive sports to embrace the true

American Greg Bell,
oldest living Olympic
gold medallistin
athletics dies

Wash
American long jump great Greg
Bell, who had been the oldest liv-
ing Olympic gold medallist in ath-
letics, has died at the age of 94.

Bell breathed his ast on January
25, according to World Athletics
which paid tribute to the 1956
Olympic long jump gold medal-
list.

"World Athletics is deeply sad-
dened to hear that Greg Bell, the
1956 Olympic long jump champion,
died on Saturday at the age of 94.
He had been the oldest living
Olympic gold medallist in athlet-
ies," it said.

Bell was the world's leading
men’s long jumper of the 1950s. As
well as winning the Olympic title in
Melbourne, his persenal best of
8.a0om he produced in Austin, USA
in 1957 was just three centimetres
off the world record that had been
set by Jesse Owens in 1935,

He also jumped 8.09m in 1956
and 8.10m again in 1959.

Bell wasborn in Terre Haute, In-
diana, in the USA on November 7,
1930 and he attended Garfield
High School.

After starting work and then
serving in the army, he joined In-
diana University and remained un-
defeated in thc long jump lhrmlgh‘
out his coll
wins at the NCAA Championships.

At the 1956 Olympic Games, a
26-year-old Bell jumped 7.83m in
challenging conditions to win by
15em ahead of his compatriot John
Bennett.

Bell went on to secure silver at
the Pan American Games in Chica-
goin 1959 and retired after finish-
ing fourth at the US Olympiec Tri-
als in 1960,

After earning his undergradu-
ate degree from Indiana Universi-
ty, Bell later became a dentist. He
was the director of dentistry at
Logansport State Hospital for 50
years, before his retirement in
2020 at the age of 89.

As well as being an Indiana Uni-

ional Track
and Field Hall of Fame in 1988,

spirit of Olympisim -~ that is promot-
ing peace, education and cultural ex-
change through sports,” she insisted.

"What makes this conference sig-
nificant is its timing. As India intends
to host the (2036) Olympics, we are not
just strengthening our infrastructure
capabilities, but our intellectual and re-
search preparedness too,” said the for-
mer athlete, who dominated Asian
track and field in the 1980s.

The IOA president maintained the

conference will serve as a platform
where global expertise meets Indianin-
novation through di onurban

message to the international sporting
community - that is India’s commit-
ment to contributing meaningfully to
the global Olympic movement through
research, innovation and knowledge ex-
change," she opined.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of
1he 48th National Games in Dehradun
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said his government is putting all
its might behind the ambitious bid to
bag the hosting rights of 2036
Olympics, which will take Indian sports
to new heights and create opportuni-
ties across different sectors.

In his address at the conference,
which will conelude on January 30,
T0A vice-president Ajay Patel said the
conclave is areflection of India's evolv-

Under the |hldt‘l“]1l[) of PM Modi
and Union Home Minister Amit Shah,
India is transforming sports into a
nnhnml mission of empowerment and

he il

transformation, technological ad-
vancements, sustainability and indu-
sive governance.

One ofthe main purposes of the con-
ference is to demonstrate India's ho-
listic approach to sports development
and its role in societal progress, Usha
emphasised.

"This gathering gave a powerful

"Research is our most powerful tool.
During the conference, we should dis-
cuss critical questions, such as how
sports infrastructure can drive urban
regeneration, what economic models
can make mega events financially sus-
tainable and how do we ensure tech
nological innovation benefits people,'
Patel noted.

Chennaiyin FC target for first win in seven
games in match against Kerala Blasters

Chennai
Chennaiyin FC will aim to notch up
their first win in seven games when
they host Kerala Blasters in their Tn-
dian Super LE({K\J(‘ (ISL) match here

n are currently 10th in
the points table with 18 points from
as many matches, having won four
games and drawn six.

Kerala Blasters, on the other hand,
are placed eighth with 21 points
from 18 matches, with six wins and
three draws. The Kochi-based side
are aiming to enter the top-gix in the
table.

TG Purushothaman’s side are
looking to complete a league double
over Chennaiyin for the second time
in ISL history (also in 2021-22),
having won the reverse fixture 3-0
on November 24 last.

However, Chennaiyin FC have
never lost a home game against Ker-
ala Blasters in ISL history, including
a 1-0 victory in their most recent
meeting in Chennai (February 16,
2024).
Chennaiyin have not tasted victo-
ryin their last five matches, drawing
thrice and losing twice. Kerala
Blasters, on the other hand, have
emerged victorious in two games,
lost an equal number of encounters,
and been defeated once in the pre-
ceding five matches heading into
Thursday's game.

Both the sides have six games left

to produce positive results that could
Iy take them into the play-
ons, and their current sit-
uations are such that they cannot af-
ford to concede an inch in this neck-
to-neck battle for the top-six.
Chennaiyin FC head coach Owen
Coyle said that his team needs to
maximise points from home match-
"We have to capitalise on our
home games, We have got some
good results against some good
teams, but it is about working hard
together, which the boys are do-

ing," he said.

Kerala Blasters FC interim head
coach TG Purushothaman hoped
that his team will ¢reate more goal-
scoring opportunities.

“In the last match, we didn't cre-
ate enough scoring chances, We
have to overcome everything as a
team and I hope to rectify this in the
next match,” he said.

The two teams have faced each
other 23 times in the ISL, with
Chennaiyin FC and Kerala Blasters
FC winning seven games each. Nine
matches have produced draws.

Chasing maiden LIV Golf title, Lahiri
determined to 'stick to basics'

Gurugram (Haryana)

Ace Indian golfer Anirban Luhirni is fo-
cused on achieving greater consisten-
cy and breaking his LIV Golf title
drought when he tees up at the Inter-
national Series India at DLF Golf and
Country Club to kickstart the 2025 sea-
son on Thursday.

's most accomplished
golfers, the 37-year-old secured four
top-10 finishes, including a runner-up
finish at LIV Golf Andalucia, where he
narrowly lost to Sergio Garcia in a
plavoff.

Lahiri acknowledges that while he
has been competitive, his perform-
ances have been inconsistent and he is
determined to “stick to the basics”.

"I am very excited to come back to
DLF. It's in brilliant condition. Having
played here so many times, I've had
good rounds and not-so-good rounds,
but I've learned from all those experi-
ences.” the two-time Olympian said
Videos in an interview.

“I'm just going to stick to the basics
— hit fairways and greens — and focus
on doing things right this week.” The
world-class field boasts of LIV Golf stars
like reigning US Open champion
Bryson DeChambeau and Joaguin Nie-
mann, the 2024 International Series
rankings winner along with top Indian

ler SSP Chawrasia, a four-ti
European Tour winner.

“The last time I felt this kind of buzz
was when Tiger Woods visited DGC.
“This is a similar vibe, and it's fantastic
to be part of it.

"I'm trying to stay focused because
I'm hereas a competitor first. But I love
the responsibility and I'am grateful to
Bryson, Joaquin, and everyone who
agreed to come,” he said.

Lahiri further acknowledged the
challenges posed by the course, espe-
cially with its length and windy condi-
tions.

t's a long course, and it's in fantas-
tic shape. If the winds pick up, it be
challenging for everyone. With an ele-
vated field this time, I expect the setup
to be harder. It'll be interesting to see
how things unfold,” he added.

Post COVID-19, Lahiri moved to
Dubaiand also switched to LIV Golf, a
Saudi-backed lucrative breakaway
league of team and individual compe-
titions that challenges the PGA Tour's
dominance.

Lahiri believes his move to Dubai has
beena game-changer, allowing him to
balance his professional and personal

life while being closer to hislong-time
coach Vijay Divecha, who runs an
academy in Ahmedabad.

"Moving to Dubai has been one of the
best decisions I've made. It allows my
family to be closer to home, and [ get
to work with my coach more often. It
has benefited both my life and my
golf," said Lahiri whe has the best Ma-
jor finish of a T5 at 2015 PGA Cham-
pionship,

Lahiri is also excited to see the resur-
gence of eompatriot Chawrasia who will
be one of the top Indian contenders.

'm so0 happy to see the transfor-
mation in SSP's game. I think he's
had a few years where he struggled. But
Ithink he's in a really good place. 1 was
talking to Sunit, his caddy, and he's
chipping and putting good,

"And every time that happens with
SSP, you know, something special is
around the corner. So, you know, I'd
love to see him. Have a great week this
week." “I'm actually interested to speak
to him right now. He's just played the
Pro-Am. He would have seen all the
holes. So, I'm actually interested to pick
his brains and see what he thinks
about it.” DeChambean thrilled Reign-
ing US Open champion DeChambeau
feels the LIV Golf is a departure from
the traditional PGA Tour grind and it
has given him the opportunity to con-
nect with his fans globally

“Yeah, I think when I went to LIV
Golf, it gave me the ability to doa lot of
YouTube content, show my game
around the world. We have a lot of fans
around the world now, a lot of Crush-
ers fans, which is fantastic,” he said.

His move to LIV Golf has granted
him the freedom to be himself - par-
ticularly through platforms like
YouTube.

“Before, it was tough for me to do
YouTube content for people 1o see
who 1 truly was and am. [ really ha\en t
changed much since 201
abit, 1 guess you could s
regards that people didn't see me ear-
lier in this way, but leok, cverybody
makes mistakes.

"I get frustrated and passionate
about the sport, but moving on, I've
learned a lot from it and I'm in a real-
Iy eool place and YouTube and LIV Golf
have given me that opportunity,” he
said.

His visit to Indin is driven by a deep
sense of purpose and his connection
with Lahiri, a teammate on the Crush-
ers team.

Paris Olympian swimmer Desinghu scoops 3 gold as Karnataka top medal tally on Day 1

Haldwani/Dehradun
Fourteen-year-old swimmer Dhinidhi
Desinghu was the oynosure of all eyes
as she stamped her authority with
three gold medals as Karnataka made
a splash on the pool, grabbing five
gold and two silver to take the top
spot in the 38th National Games medal
tally here on Wednesday
At the end of the first day of compe-
titions, Karnartaka were the cardy
erswith seven medals (5 gold, 2 silver)
while Manipur (4 gold, 4 silver) were
second and Maharashtrm (2 gold,
ver, 3 bronze) third in the standings.

The day certainly belonged to
Desinghu, who first won the women's
200m freestyle event in a Games record
time of 2 minutes and 3.24 seconds be-
fore adding a gold each in 100m but-
terfly and 4x100m freestyle. She was the
youngest Indian athlete at Paris
Olympics last year.

Srihari Nataraj, a Paris Olympian fike
Desinghu, won two gold medals - in
men's 200m freestyle and men's
4xioom freestyle - on the opening day
of swimming competitions at Man-
askhand Tarantal at Golapar here.

earlier 2o0m freestyle national
record of .08 was in the name of
Desinghu's state-mate Hashika Ra-
machandra set during the 2022 Games
m Gujarat.

Bhavva Sachdeva (2:08.68) of Delhi
and Aditi Satish Hege (2:09.74) of Ma-

L4 b

distant second and
1 the women's 200m

harashtra wes
third respectiv
freestyle.

In the women's 100m butterfly,
Desinghu clocked 1:03.62 to climb to
the top of the podium for the second
time in the day.

It was 1-2 for Karnataka as Naisha
Shetty (1:04.81) took the silver while
Shristi Upadhaya (1:05.20) of Odisha
grabbed the bronze.

1t was not done yet for Desinghu as
she anchored the Kamataka quartet to
women's 4x100m freestyle gold in a
time of 4:01.58, The other members of
the team were Nina Venkatesh, Shali-

ni R Dixit and Latiesha Mandana.

Maharashtra (4:02.17) and Tamil
Nadu (4:08.81) won the silver and
bronze respectively.

Another Games record was erased
with Karnataka also pocketing the
men's gx100m freestyle gold with the
team of Srihari Nataraj, Aneesh S Gow-
da, Akash Mani and Chinatan S Shet-
ty elocking 3:26.26.

of Ilw dm clockmg :
men's 200m freestyle with state-mate
Aneesh S Gowda (1:52.42) and Kerala's

veteran swimmer Sajan Prakash
(1:53.73) finishing second and third re-
spectively,

Thelone swimming event of theday
in which Karnataka did not win a gold
was in men's 100m butterfly in which
Tamil Nadu's Benediction Rohit stood
on top of the podium with a time of
53.89 seconds.

Aihir Ambre (54.24) of Maharashtra
was second while Sajan Prakash (54.52)
won his second bronze medal of the day.

At the brand new Trishul Shooting
Range in Dehradun, Haryana's Asian
Games bronze medallist shooter Rami-
1a Jindal turned in a world class per-
formance to lnp the qualification round
in the women's 10m air rifle event.

The 21-year-old Ramita, who wan a
bronze in the Hangzhou Asian Games
and a team gold in the 2023 Warld
Championships, shot 634.9, bettering
the 634.5 by Korea's Ban Hyojin in thn
Paris Olympic Games 1

ka (631.2) and Manyata Singh of Odisha
(630.1) completed the set of eight fi-
nalists who will do battle on Thursday.

Meanwhile, Punjab's Vijayveer Singh
Sidhu shot 587 to emerged on top in the
men'’s rapid fire pistol. Anish Bhanwala
of Haryana (582), Neeraj Kumar of
Services (579), Bhavesh Shekhawat of
Rajasthan (577), Omkar Singh of Serv-
ices (574) and Gurpreet Singh of Serv-
ices (574) completed the list of finalis

2012 London Olympics silver I!\(‘(ld‘-
list Vijay Kumar of Himachal Pradesh
was in the running for a place in the fi-
nal, but a sub-par final series put paid
to his aspirations.

Had he shot 94 instead of 90 in the
four-second series in the second stage
of qualification, the veteran may have
forced a shoot-off for the sixth place,

In men's kho kho, Odisha beat West
Bengal 44-28, Karnataka thrashed Ut-
tarakahnd 36-18 and Andhra Pradesh
defeated Ch h 35-22.

round, to top the chart onthe first day
of shooting competitions.

Ramita's score gave her a 0.4-point
margin over Arya Borse of Maharash-
tra. Tamil Nadu's Narmada Raju was
only 0.1 points behind to be at the third
place. Kerala's Vidarsa K Vinod, who

In women's kho kho, Maharashtra
cked out a narrow 24-20 win over
West Bengal while Odisha beat Gujarat
26-16 and Karnataka thrashed Ut
tarakhand 41-12.

In women's rughy sevens, DeThi beat
Wcsl lknga] 112 um.l Odisha over-

was leading the chart at one stage, was
fourth with 633.0 points,

Shreya Agarwal of Madhya Pradesh
(632.0), Flavenil Valarivan of Gujarat
(631.9), Meghana Sajjanar of Kamata-

i 57-0 in Pool A
matches wi hile Bihar mauled Kerala 58-
0 and Maharashtrawon with another
huge margin of 68-0 against Tamil
Naduin Pool B games.




Applause Entertainment,
Kabir Khan to
collaborate on two films

Mumbai

ilmmaker Kabir

Khan has joined

hands with content

studio Applause En-
tertainment for two new
movies.

The films will be co-pro-
duced by Applause Enter-
tainment with Khan taking
on the role of director for
one film and creatively pro-
ducing both.

Khan, known for films such
as “Bajrangi Bhaijaan”, “Ek
Tha Tiger”, and “83”, said he
is thrilled to embark on this
creative journey with Ap-
plause Entertainment.

“This collaboration with
Applause is anatural fitaswe
both sharea passion for sto-
ries that resonate with people
at their core. The beauty of
this partnership lies in the
reative freedom it offers,” the

director said in a statement.

Sameer Nair, managing
director, of Applause Enter-
tainment, said through this
partnership they are com-
mitted to narrating ground-
breaking stories that resonate
with people.

“Our partnership with
Kabir is fuelled by our mutu-
al love for storytelling. At
Applause, our vision is to
collaborate with powerful
creative voices to tell stories
that are unique, distinctive,
and popular, and resonate
with audiencesin meaningful
" added Nair,
for backing acclaimed series
like “Black Warrant™ as well
as “Seam” and "Criminal Jus-
tice” franchises.

Key details regarding the
genre and star cast of the

two maovies are yet to be an-
nounced.
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Kareena Kapoor Khan
to pay Raj Kapoor a
tribute at I[IFA awards

Mumbai
ollywood star Ka-
reena Kapoor
Khan will be cele-
brating the legacy
of her grandfather the leg-
endary Raj Kapoor at the up-
coming edition of the Inter-
national Indian Film Acade-
my (IIFA) awards in March,
the organisers announced
Wednesday.
The Silver Jubilee edition
of IIFA 2025 will feature a

heartwarming special seg-
ment dedicated to
commemorating his contri-
bution to Indian cinema, a
press release said.

Kareena said she is thrilled
about honoring her grandfa-
ther at the IIFA Awards,
scheduled to take place on

March 8 and g in Jaipur.
“This performance is es-
pecially close to my heart as
it pays tribute to my leg-
endary grandfather, Raj
Kapoor, whose 100th birth
anniversary was recently cel-
ebrated across the country

with so much love.

"It’s
me to be able to connect
these dots and be a part of
this celebration of legacy.
family, and the enduring
power of cinema,” the actor
said ina statement.

surreal moment for

Sad to watch new govt
dismantling all freedoms we've
been fighting for: Madonna

Los Angeles
op icon
Madonna has
eriticised the
newly elected
Donald Trump
administration for its de-
cision to remove protec-
tions for transgender peo-
ple and end diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion efforts,
urging citizens to keep
fighting for their rights.
Tt's the latest push by
Trump to reverse policies
set by former president
Joe Biden's government
to protect transgender
people and their care

e

On Monday, Trump di-
rected the Pentagon to
conduct a review that is
likely to lead to them bei
barred from military serv-
ice. Madonna, a longtime
advocate for the LGBTQ
community, expressed her
disappointment in an X
post on Tuesday.

“It’s so sad to watch our

new Government slowly
dismantling all the Free-
doms we have been fight-
ing for and WON over the
years, Don't give up the
Fight! (sic)" she wrote,
adding the LGBTQ pride
flag and broken red heart

emojis.

Earlier, singer-actor Se-
lena Gomez, whose father
is of Mexican descent, got
emotional over the Trump
administration's stand
over the deportation of
undocumented  immi-
grants on social media ina
now-deleted Instagram
video,

“All my people are get-
ting attacked ... the chil-
dren. I don’t understand
I'm so sorry. [ wish I could
do somethingbut I ean't. 1
don’t know what to do. Tl
try everything, I promise,”
she tearfully said.

The Kapoor family cele-
brated Raj Kapoor's 100th
birth anniversary with a
three-day RK Film Festival,
which was held in December
and showeased his
movies like
War: “Shree 4207,
‘Sangam”, “Mera Naam Jok-
er”, and “Bobb;

Kareena further said sheis
thrilled to be returning to
the TIFA stage after many
vears. “And what better time
than for their Silver Jubilee
edition? In a sense, IIFA’s
journey and mine have al-
most run parallel —we're cel-
ebrating 25 years together
in the cinema,” she said.

Actor Kartik Aaryan will
host the 2025 award cere-
mony of the ITFA Awards.

med

American Society of
Cinematographers ropes in
Ravi Varman as a member

ational Award-
winning
matographer
Ravi Varman has
become a member of
the American So-
ciety of Cine-
matogra-
phers
(ASC).

Var-
man,
known
for his
workwith
filmmakers
like Mani Rat-
Shankar,
and  Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, has become the
second Indian cinematogra-
pher, after Santosh Sivan, to
join the ranks of the world's
leading cinematographers’
arganisation.

"Twould like to convey my
heartfelt gratitude to the
board of the American Soci-
ety of Cinematographers
(ASC) for inducting me as a
member. Cinematographers
from all over the world dream
of joining this ass
Varman saidin as

cine-

nam,

tement.

"It gives me great joy and

Var-
man, known for
his work with filmmak-
ers like Mani Ratnam,
Shankar, and Sanjay Leela
Bhansali, has become the sec-
ond Indian cinematographer,
after Santosh Sivan, to join the
ranks of the world's leading SuEE.
cinematographers’ or-
ganisation.

The American Society of
Cinematographers  was
founded in 1919 with the pur-
pose of advancing the art
and science of cinematogra-
phy and bringing cin-
ematographers
together to
exchange

discuss
tech-
niques
and
pro-

motion
picture as an
art form, accord-

ing to the organisation’s
official website. Varman is
alsoa member of the Acade-
my of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences (AMPAS) since
2024,

In a career spanning over
25 vears, Ravi Varman has
shot films in Tamil, Malay-
alam, Telugu, Kannada, Hin-
di and English.

He has collaborated with
noted Indian filmmakers
such as Rathnam, Shankar,
Bhansali, Raj Kumar Hirani,
Anurag Basu, Imtiaz Ali and
American filmmaker Dune

prideto beincludedina plat-  Adler.
formwhere the world's lead- His filmography include
ing ¢ rs who  award-winning moviessuch

have won awards including
Oscars are members. [ whole-
heartedly thank those who
made me realise this dream,"
he added.

as "Ponniyin Selvan”, "Dasa-
vatharam", "Vettaivaadu
Vaidyaadu”, "Barfi", "San-
ju", "Goliyon Ki Raasl
Ram-Leela” and "Tamasha".

Karan Johar confirms Saif's son
Ibrahim Ali Khan's acting debut

New Delhi
ilmmaker Ka
Johar on Wednes-
day confirmed that
Ibrahim Ali Khan,
the son of actors S: i
Khan and Amrita Singh, is
set to make his aeting debut
soon with a film backed by
his banner Dharma Produc-

ran

tions.

1n a long post on Insta-
gram, Johar expressed ex-
citement about launching a
new talent from a family he
has known for 40 years.

"I know this family for the
heart they have. Films are in
their blood, their genes, and
their passion. We make way
for a new wave of talent, one
that T cannot wait for the
world to see. So, staytuned as
@iakpataudi makes his way
into your hearts and
soon....onto the screens!” the
filmmaker said

Johar, however, didn't dis-

close any details about
Ibrahim’s maiden project,
including its name and the
restofthe cast. Ibrahim ear-
lier served as an assistant
on Johar's 2023 directorial
"Rocky Aur Rani Kii Prem
Kahaani",

The filmmaker recalled
meeting Ibrahim's mother

“I always like jumping between
two things”: Pooja Hedge

New Delhi

Hegde, who
is one of the few
actors to have
made a name for

herself in both South Indi-

anand Hindi films, recent-

ly opened up about the
challenges of managing her
busy schedule and travel-
ling between cities while
working in both film in-

dustries.

When asked if she finds it
difficult to work in both
industries at the same time,
Pooja admitted that "man-
aging travel” and balancing
everything together could
be “challenging.”

“Some days itis, I mean,
the traveling part. I have to
travel, so I always like
jumping between

two

things. But also, for exam-
ple, when I was shooting for
Deva, 1 was also shooting
for my film Retro, and they
both are really different
characters. So being able to
snap out of one and go back
into the other, balancing
everything together, is chal-
lenging,” Pooja said.

The ‘Retro’ actress also
shared that she chooses her

projects based on the qual-
ity of the work rather than
the language of the film.

“I have always gone with
what the work is, and where
1 feel my role is good or if
the film is good. I think
that is more important to
me than the language. 1
think if the work is good, it
will reach people,” she
added.

Amrita when he was just

"She did a film for @dhar-
mamovies with my father
called "Duniya’, and T re-
member so vividly the grace,
the energy & the command-
ment over the camera she
had. But, what I remember
the most is the warmest Chi-
nese dinner with her and

herhairstylist of the time af-
ter our first meeting, fol-
lowed by a James Bond
movie! "She treated me like
her own the second we met
and that was the power of her
grace,..which lives on
through her and her chil-
dren too," he wrote.
Besides "Duniya", Amrita
also starred in Dharma Pro-

ductions’ 2014 film "2
States”, headlined by Arjun
Kapoor and Alia Bhatt.

His first meeting with Saif
was at film producer Anand
Mahendru's office, Johar
1. They later collaborated
on films such as "Kal Ho
Naa Ho" (2003) and "Kur-
baan" (2000).

"Young, suave, charming &
effortless... VERY much like
the first time [ met Ibrahim.
And a strong friendship that
continues from our genera-
tion to luckily our kids!!!
(sic)" he said.






