2 girls among 5
killed in Delhi
building collapse,
property owner
booked

UP CM slams
Arvind Kejriwal,
calls Yamuna'’s
condition a
‘dirty sewer
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Can’t accept
export of raw
materials, value
addition must
happen in India:
PM Modi

Mahakumbh
witnesses
unprecedented
rush for Wednesday's
Mauni Amavasya

FICCI Urges
Tax Review for
Growth &
Demand
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PM in attendance
as 38th National
Games kick off
with colourful
opening ceremony
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Kriti Sanon to star

alongside Dhanush in Aanand

@ EC asks Kej

jriwal to prove Yamuna

L Rai's 'Tere Ishk Mein'
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Jaishankar says India sees
Middle East region as 'crucial
passage to world beyond'
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Jasprit Bumrah
named ICC men's
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PAGE-9 J| CRICKET :

'poisoning’ claim amid slugfest

W The Commission has directed Kejriwal to furnish his response on the complaints, especially on the factual und’ legal

matrix along with evidentiary support thereof by 8PM on 29th on Wednesday so as to enable the Ci

the matter and take action as appropriate.

New Delhi

he Election Com-
mission of India
has  asked AAP

convener Arvind Kejri-
wal to provide factual
evidence lo substantiate
his serious allegations
that the river Yamuna
was poisoned by the
neighbouring Haryana
state; the nature and
extent of the chemical
used for the poisoning
Yamuna that would have
killed the people in large
mumbers resulting into
mass genocide; and that
the engineers of Delhi

Jal Board have actually
detected and prevented
it timely, much before it
could mix with the wa-
ters of Yamuna in Delhi
and caused genocide.

Notably, both BJP
and Congress have com-
plained to the Election
Commission againsl
Kejriwal for making se-
rious false allegations on
Monday.

The Commission has
directed Kejriwal Lo fur-
nish his response on the
complaints, especially
on the factual and legal
maltrix along with evi-
dentiary supporl thereof
by 8PM on 29th January,

s0 as to enable the Com-
mission to examine the
matter and take action
as appropriate.

It has inter-alia been
stated in a complaint by
the BJP that, “Kejriwal
has not produced any
evidence or basis of the
allegations of such poi-
soning.”

“His claim that the Del-
hi Jal Board engineers
discovered  attempled
poisoning of the Yamu-

na Water at the border
area and further alleg-
ing that had these poi-
soned waters reached
Delhi's water supply, it
would have resulted in
mass genocide. Such in-
flammatory statements
made withoul evidence
whatsoever, constitute a
severe breach of several
electoral and other stat-
ues in addition to clec-
toral ethics. These alle-
gations are particularly

BJP richest party with Rs 7,113-cr
fund balance: EC data

New Delhi

FgYhe BJP, which
claims itself as the
biggest  political

party in the world, has a
whopping cash and bank
balance of Rs 7.113.80
crore against the prinei-
pal opposition Congress
party's Rs 857.15 crore
as on March 31, 2024,

according  to  figures
provided to the Election
Commission.

The BJP spent as
much as 1,754.06 crore
during 2023-24 when
Lok Sabha elections
were announced, a
whopping 60 per cent
rise than Rs 1,092 crore
spent in 2022-23.

In comparison, the
Congress spent as much
as Rs 619.67 erore dur-
ing 2023-24, against Rs
192,56 crore in 2022-23.

The Lok Sabha elec-
tions were Ellll]()llll(}(‘d
on March 16, 2024.

According to the fig-
ures provided to the EC
in their annual audit
reports, the BJP has

y '
HIGHLIGHT

= The BIP spent as much as 1,754.06 crore dur-

ing 2023-24 when Lok Sabha elections were an-
nounced, a whopping 60 per cent rise than Rs
1,092 crore spent in 2022-23.

received voluntary con-
tributions through the
now banned electoral
bonds of Rs 1,685.69
crore during 2023-
24, against Rs 1294.15
crore in the previous
year.

The ruling party has
also shown having re-
ceived other contribu-
tions o the tune of Rs
2,042.75 crore during

the year, against Rs
648.42 crore in the pre-
vious year 2022-23.

In its audit report to
the EC, the Congress has
shown having received
lotal contributions of
Rs 1,225.11 crore during
2023-24, including Rs
1120.67 crore through
granls, donalions and
contributions.

Ageney

“Yyrime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on

O |

concerning as Lhcv in-
volved matter of public
health and safety, poten-
tially causing unneces-

the BJP’s complaint said.

“By making such seri-
ous allegali against
a democratically elect-
ed government without
any substantiating evi-
dence, Arvind Kejriwal
has not only violated
Criminal law but has

to

Police can't serve
accused notice via
WhatsApp: SC

New Delhi

also attempted to create
discord between the res-
idence of Delhi and Har-
yana, potentially leading
to social unrest and re-
gional lensions.”

“These  preposterous
statements are factually
unsubstantiated,  mis-
chievous, inflammatory
and clearly intended to
create unrest among two
states of Indian union,”
it said.

“Demonstrate a delib-
erate atlempl to mis-
lead the voters of Delhi
during the ongoing as-
sembly elections, creat-
ing unwarranted alarm
and influencing elec-
toral outcomes through
misinformation,” it
added.

Similarly, in his com-
plaint to EC, Congress’
Sandeep Dixit, stated:

“For action against Mr.

Arvind Kejriwal who
made shocking and ir-
responsible statements
to the press yesterday
alleging that Delhi's
waler supply had been
‘poisoned” and that the
neighboring state gov-
ernment had planned
a ‘genocide’ against the
people of Delhi.”
CONTD ON PAGE-2

he Supreme Court
has said police
cannot serve no-

tices to accused persons
through WhatsApp or
other electronic modes
under the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code or Bhartiya
Nagrik Suraksha Sanhi-
ta, 2023,

A bench of Justices
M M Sundresh and Ra-
jesh Bindal directed all
states and union terri-
tories (UT) to issue ap-
propriate directions to
police for issuing notic-
es under Section 41A of
CrPC, 1973 or Section
35 of BNSS, 2023 only
through the mode of ser-
vice permitted under the
law.

“All the states/UTs
must issue a standing
order to their respec-
tive police machinery to
issue notices under Sec-
tion 41-A of CrPC, 1973/
Section 35 of BNSS,
2023 only through the
mode of service as pre-
scribed under the CrPC,
1973/BNSS, 2023, the
bench said on January
21,

The top court went on,

“It is made amply clear

that service of notice
through WhatsApp or
other electronic modes
cannot be considered or

recognised as
native or substitute to
the mode of service rec-
ognised and prescribed
under the CrPC, 197'1/
BNSS, 2023." The di-
rection came when lhe
court accepted a sugges-
tion by senior advocate
Sidharth  Luthra, ap-
pointed amicus curiae in
the matter,

Luthra flagged in-
stances where a notice
under Section 41-A of
CrPC, 1973 was sent
through WhatsApp. but
the accused did not ap-
pear before the investi-
galing officer.

He said the police
machinery must not cir-
cumvent the mandate
of Section 41-A of CrPC,
1973 or Section 35 of
BNSS, 2023 by serving
notices via WhatsApp or
other electronic modes,
instead of following the
normal mode of service.

Agency

Hosting 2036 Olympics will take Indian
sports to new heights, says PM Modi

Pawan Lalchand
Dehradun

Tuesday said his
government is putting
all its might behind the
ambitious bid to bag the
hosting rights of 2036
Olympies, which will
take Indian sports to
new heights and create
opportunities across dif-
ferent sectors.

Speaking at the open-
ing ceremony of the 38th
National Games here as
a guest of honour, the
PM reiterated thal the

id, if successful, will
be a game-changer for
country’s infrastructure,

“We are pushing for
hosting  rights of 20';()
Olympics, it will take Ing
an sports (o new heights,”
the PM said here.

“Olympics is not just
a sporting event. Wher-
ever Olympics happen,
all seclors gain. TL cre-
ates betler [acilities for
athletes. It spurs con-

Seven killed, 60 injured after wooden
structure collapses in UP's Baghpat

Avnish Tyagi
B at

even people died

and about 60 were

injured after a tem-
porary wooden structure
collapsed at a religious
event in Baraut city of
this district on Tuesday,
officials said.

The incident occurred
at around 8 am during
a  programme organ-
ised for the 'Abhishek'
of Lord Adinath on Shri
Digambar Jain Degree
College ground on Gan-
dhi Road in Baraut, they
said.

massive crowd of
devotees had descend-
ed on the venue to cel-
ebrate ‘Nirvana Laddu

of the first Jain
Tirthankara  Bhagwan
Adinath.

5
“They had made a
wooden structure with
wooden  stairs  which

HIGHLIGHT

= The wooden stairs of
the 65-foot tempo-
rary stage built in the
Maanstambh ~ Com-
plex broke due to
which the devotees on
the stage and standing
near it fell down, the
police said.

collapsed leading the
devotees to fall over
each other. All of the
injured were rushed to
the district hospital for
treatment. Twenly peo-
ple were sent home af-
ter treatment, and the
treatment of the rest of

injured is ongoing,” said
the District Magislrate
Asmila Lal.

Aceordingtothe police
authorities, the event
pertained to a ritual of
touching the feet of the
first Tirthankara during
the festival. “While they
were going to touch that,
the stairs first collapsed,
leading to the collapse of
the stage,” said an senior
police officer.

Those who lost life
in the incident were
identified as Amit (40),
Usha(65), Tarashpal
Jain (75), Shilpi Jain
(25), Arun Jain (48),
Kamlesh (65) and Vipin
Jain (44).

CONTD ON PAGE-2

struction, creates new
conneclivity, Lransporl
facilities and most im-
portant of all, boosts
tourism,” he added.
“People from all over
the world, including the
athletes, will come down
to India.”
Modi had expressed
India’s intention Lo host
the 2036 Games during

the International Olym-
pic Commiltee’s Session
in Mumbai in 2023. The
Indian Olympic Associ-
ation (I0A) has submit-
led the official letler of
intent to the I0C.

The 10C will not de-
cide before 2026 and the
next step for India is o
prepare an official bid,
detailing its broad plan

HIGHLIGH

m Highlighting the long-
term benefits of host-
ing the Olympics, the
Prime Minister stat-
ed, "Wherever the
Olympics happen, all
sectors gain. It creates
better facilities for
athletes and boosts
the entire nation."

for the Games.

Countries like Qatar,
and Saudi Arabia are
also in the running for
the 2036 hosting rights
and it would take a sig-
nificant effort to upstage
their bids.

“It is our endeavour to
enhance your capabilities
and we are focussed on
supporting you. We con-
sider sports an essential
aspect in  development
of country,” Modi said
addressing the gathered
athletes at the ceremony.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

China flags handling differences,
resolving misgivings in India talks
with Foreign Secretary Misri

Beijin;

—___bejng
hina said it
stressed on prop-
erly handling dif-

ferences, and promotion
of India-China relations
on a stable track in the
just  concluded talks
with Foreign Secretary
Vikram  Misri  while
highlighting  decisions
to resume Kailash Man-
sarovar Yatra and direet
flights.

Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri who ar-
rived here on Sunday for
a two-day visit held talks
with Chinese Foreign
Minister Sun Weidong
on Monday to stabilise
and rebuild relations
stalled for over four

& i

years due to the mili-

tary standoff at Eastern
dakh.

was the former

mer envoy Lo Delhi.
The External Alfa
Ministry issned a p
release on Monday stat-
ing that the two sides

reviewed the state of
India-China bilateral re-
lations comprehensively
and agreed to take cer-
tain people-centric steps

lo st'lblhse and rebuild

In ‘its readoul in Man-
darin issued on early
Tuesday, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry said
the dialogue focussed
on promoting the imple-
mentation of the impor-
tant consensus reached
by the leaders of China
and India in the Kazan
meeling on the sidelines
of the BRICS summit
last year and discussed
measures lo ill!l)l‘D\/C
and develop China-Tn-
dia relations. Agency
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SC allows Bengaluru bar
association to create new posts

EC asks Kejriwal
to prove Yamuna
‘poisoning’ claim
amid slugfest

CONT FROM PAGE-1

“Neither in their state-
ments have they clari-
fied when the crossing
of the PPM Llu‘L,slmld
could justify calling it
‘genocide,” nor have they
addressed whether the
applicable PPM count in
the Yamuna has exceed-
ed the threshold for the
first time.”

Seven killed,

60 injured after

wooden

structure

collapses in

UP’s Baghpat
CONT FROM PAGE-1
Taking cognizance of

the incident, CM Yogi
Adityanath extended

his condolences to the
nilies and
to enf

bereaved f:
directed official
sure proper med
sigtance to those inj ured,
Union Skill Develop-
ment Minister and RLD
chief Jayant Chaudhury
met the injured in hos-
pital.

Baghpat SP Arpit Vi-
jayvargiya said the fes-
tival had been a tradi-
tional affair in Baghpat
for the last 25 -30 years,
“They had taken a proper
no-objection certificate
(NOC), but now it is a
matter of investigation
as to why and how the
stage collapsed,” said
the SP adding that there
was a crowd of at least
500-700 devotees at the
spol at the time of mis-

hap.

“We have ordered an
inquiry, and none of the
guilty will be spared. Our
priority is to arrange im-
mediate medieal help for
the injured,” said Pankaj
Verma, Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate (ADM)
of Baraul,

The injured people
‘were rushed to local hos-
pitals, and the toll could
20 up, said officials, add-
ing that rescue opera-
tions were going on. The
injured were reportedly
shifted to hospitals on
e-rickshaws in dearth of
adequate ambulances.

“We are taking every
possible measure 1o
ensure proper medical
care to the injured. A
magisterial n  inquiry
has been ordered, and
those responsible will be
dealt with sternly,” said

the Baghpat SDM.
Meanwhile, the local
sources claimed that

the contractor who had
made the stairs to climb
the 65-ft high stage was
taken into custody,

Advt Contact:
9818-199941

New Delhi

e Supreme Court
on Tuesday mod-
ified its order and

allowed Advocate As-
sociation of Bengalu-
ru to create a post of
vice-president in the bar
body for which elections
will be held in the com-
ing weeks.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh passed
the order on different in-
tervention applications
filed by lawyers of the
association for creating
the new posL.

The move came after
the court on January 24
earmarked the post of
treasurer for women, af-
ter the election process
had begun and nomina-
tions were ﬁled even by
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A bench of Justices
Surya Kant and
N Kotiswar Singh
passed the order on
different intervention
applications filed
by lawyers of the
association for

creating the new post. I

days.

However, such a de-
cision will be at the dis-
cretion of the committee
and the chief returning
officer, it added.

‘The top court ordered
the committee and the
returning  officer  to
also consider adequate
representation of the
women advocates in the
governing council of ad-
vocates' association of
B

male cé

The bench now al-
lowed the Advocate As-
sociation of Bengaluru
(AAB) to create an addi-
tional post of vice-presi-
dent in the bar body.

It directed male can-
didates, who had filed
their nominations for
the post of treasurer be-
fore the January 24 or-
der, to have an opportu-
nity to contesl for other
posts or withdraw from
the contest.

The bench also al-
lowed for creating posts

in  AAB's governing
council as 30 per cent
seals were reserved for
the women.

While the nomination
papers would be filed
within a week, elections
would be held in three
weeks, it said.

The top clarified
if any eligibility crite-
ria was mentioned for
a particular post in the
regulations, it would be
strictly adhered to.

On January 24, ex-
ercising its  plenary

Davos success key
achievement, says Revanth

Hyderabad
Telangana Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy
on Tuesday said that the
agreements signed at the
World Economic Forum
summit in Davos for in-
vestments worth Rs 1.80
lakh crore formed the
biggest achievement of
his 14-month-old govern-
ment to date. The Chief
Minister also alleged that
some people were con-
spiring to destroy the
state economically and
took a dig at BRS leaders,
saying they were suffering
from “attention-seeking
disorder.”

Reddy said that his
government aims to
make Telangana a one
trillion-dollar economy
but rued that some peo-
ple were conspiring to
ruin the state financially.
“Despite the misinfor-
mation spread by some
against the government,
many people came for-

A
ward to make huge in-
vestments while trusting
the government and the
state. International com-
panies are making huge
investments trusting this

government,” said the
Chief Minister. He had
been to Davos between
20-24 January to woo
investors. This was his
second consecutive vis-
it to Daves. He claimed
they succeeded at Davos
only because they had
a clear plan. “We could
attract around 1.80 lakh
crore of investments
to Telangana. After 14
months of forming the
govermment, this was a
key achievement for us,”
said Reddy. He took a
dig at the BRS over the
Formula E race, say-
ing while the Congress
brought investment
to the state the earlier
government had invest-
ed state’s funds in Lon-
don.

Haryana BJP MPs want Kejriwal’s
arrest over ‘poisoning Yamuna’ claim

New Delhi

BJP MPs from Haryana
on Tuesday demanded
the arrest of AAP chiel
Arvind Kejriwal over his
claim that the state was
releasing “poison” in the
Yamuna river that sup-
plies water to Delhi.

Addressing a press
conference, all five Har-
yana MPs of the BJP
said it was a clear case of
“criminal conspiracy”
Kejriwal who was trying
lo create panic among
the residents of Delhi.

The BJP MPs chal-
lenged the Aam Aadmi
Party government to
test the quality of wa-
ter released from Har-
yana before il is sup-
plied to households in
Delhi.

BJP MP Dharambir
Singh said, “For some
time now, I(e iwal has
been making state-

ments that are hurting
the people of Haryana.
They are accusing us
of poisoning the wa-
ter released from our
state.

“We provide more
than 10,000 cusecs of
water to Delhi, even
though we also face
water scarcity. But we
still send water to Del-
hi because it is the na-
tional capital,” he said.

M iran
the
gets
after

Choudhary said
Yamuna water
contaminated
entering Delhi and
slammed the AAP
chief for making “false
allegations”.

“I am shocked that
Kejriwal has said we
are doing water terror-
ism. It's unfortunate
that a chief minister
is making such state-
ments. Anyone can go

and check the quality
of the water coming
from Haryana, but
after Wazirabad, gar-
bage and pollutants
are mixed into the wa-
ter by them. We even
see white frothing on
the Yamuna water.

“There are 37 treat-
ment plants, but only
17 of them are opera-
tional. Whose responsi-
bility is this?” she said.

MP Rekha Sharma
accused Kejriwal of
spreading lies ahead of
the February 5 Delhi
Assembly elections.

“Whenever elections
approach, Kejriwal
starts spreading  lies.
He has realised that his
government won't be
formed, so he has start-
ed making allegations.
He has stooped so low
that he is now indulging
in ‘nautanki’ (drama).

powers, the top court
reserved the post of
treasurer in the associa-
tion for women lawyers.

It exercised its powers
under Article 142 of the
Constitution observing
the election for the bar
body was scheduled
on February 2 and the
nomination process was
over.

The court invoked its
powers saying it was
“high-time” to provide
women reservation in

different elected bod-

ies of advocates
there were no express
provisions in the mem-
orandum and by-laws
earmarking seats for
women candidates of the
association.

The bench directed the
high-powered commit-
tee constituted to over-
see the election and the
chief returning officer
for the bar body polls to
extend the date for in-
viting nominations and
if required, the election
to be deferred for a few

and

aluru to ensure at
least 30 per cent elected
members of the council
were women candidates
with 10 years of practice
experience.

The main petition
filed by women lawyers
sought the implemen-
tation of directions of
women reservation is-
sued in case of Delhi
High Courl Bar Associa-
tion, where the court last
year directed for resery-
ing seats for women law-
yers including the post
of treasurer,

Tt said there was no
legal impediment in
providing reservation to
women lawyers.

The top court recently
directed reserving the
treasurer’s post and 30
per cent seats for women
lawyers in the executive
committee of Delhi Sales
Tax Bar Association and
Delhi Tax Bar Associa-
tion.

On January 20, the
top court directed 33
per cent seats would be
reserved for women law-
vers in the election of the
Natienal Green Tribunal
bar association.

The top court in De-
cember, last year direct-
ed reserving three posts
for women lawyers in
the DHCBA election.
It had also said in the
district bar association
elections, the post of
treasurer plus 30 per-
cent of other executive
committee posts should
stand reserved for wom-
en lawyers (including
those already reserved
for women).

On September 26 last
year, the apex courl di-
recled the DHCBA to
have the post of treasur-
er reserved for women,
besides another post in
the five-member of-
fice-bearer body of the
association.

Budget session: President Murmu to
address both Houses on January 31

New Delhi

President Droupadi Mur-
mu will address both
Houses of Parliament on
January 31 at 11 am in
the Lok Sabha Chamber
in the Parliament House
ahead of the Budgel Ses-
sion.

According to the Par-
liamentary Bulletin, the
Budget Session will be in
two phases.

The first part of the
Budget session of the
Parliament will begin on
January 31, with the Un-
ion Budget on February
1, and Londude on Feb-
ruary

Awor&mgl\, the sec-
ond part of the ses-
sion will commence on
March 10 and will con-
clude on April 4.

“Discussion on  the
President’s Address-
Three days, viz, Mon-
day, the 3rd February;
Tues¢ wv, the 4th Feb-

ary; and Thursday,
lho 6th February 2025
(Reply on February 6,
2025) have been pro-
visionally allotted for
discussion on the Mo-
tion of Thanks on the
President’s Address to
be moved by a Member
and seconded by anoth-

er Member,” the bulle-
tin read,

Meanwhile,  ahead
of the upcoming Un-
ion Budget, the Union
Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister, Kiren Rijiju
announced on Monday
that the government
has called an all-party
meeting on January 30.

He also appealed
for the cooperation of
opposition leaders in
holding smooth dis-
cussions in the House
during the upcoming
session.

On the upcoming
Budget session of Par-
liament, Rijiju told
ANI, “On 3ist January,

Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi
visits family of tiger attack victim

lyanad -
Wayanad MP Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra on Tues-
day visited the family
of the woman who was
killed by a tiger last week
in this high-range dis-
trict in Kerala,

Priyanka, also the
Congress general sec-
retary, arrived at Lhe
Kannur airport and then
travelled to Wayanad by
road, a party source said.

She reached the home
of Radha, who was killed
by a tiger when she was
out collecting  coffee
beans at the Priyadarsh-
ini Estate in Manantha-
vady village here on Jan-
uary 24, at around 1.15
pm and consoled the
victim's family.

The ‘man-eater’ tiger
that killed Radha was
found dead in Kerala’s
high-range  district of

Wayanad on Monday
and an autopsy on the
dead cat revealed the
presence of the vicim's
hair, dress, and a pair of
earrings in its stomach,
forest officials said.

The Wayanad MP will
also be visiting the fam-
ily of N M Vijayan, for-
mer district office-bear-
er of the party, who,
along with his son, died
by suicide,

Seventy-eight-year-
old Vijayan, who was

the Wayanad District
Congress Committee
(DCC) treasurer, and his
son Jijesh, 38, died at
Kozhikode Government
Medical College Hos-
pital on December 27,
2024 after attempting
suicide.

The incident has trig-
gered a political contro-
versy, with the ruling
CPI(M) alleging, that a
cooperative bank job
scam involving MLA 1
C Balakrishnan pushed
the duo to take such
drastic action.

Prominent  Congress
leaders in the district,
including Balakrishnan
and DCC president N D
Appachan, were, there-
after, arrested in con-
nection with the case
and released on bail as
they had obtained antic-
ipatory bail from court.

the Budget session of
Parliament will start.
Before it, on 30th Jan-
uary, we have called an
all-party meeting.”

He expressed hope
that Union Finance
Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman would
present a good and bal-
anced budget.

“Everyone is hopeful
that a good Budget will
be presented. On 31st
January, the President
will address a joint sit-
ling of both Houses
of Parliament. On 1st
PFebruary, the Union
Budget will be present-
ed,” he added.

Kiren Rijiju also re-
ferred to the previous
winter session of Par-
liament.

“In the last two ses-
sions, there was some
‘hungama’ in the Par-
liament which created
a poor image of our Par-
liament. I want to appeal
to Opposition leaders
and other MPs to take
part and hold discus-
sions in Parliament dur-
ing the session. If the
Opposition allows the
Parliament to run, then
discussions can happen
easily,” he added.
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Hosting 2036
Olympics will
take Indian
sports to new
heights, says
PM Modi

CONT FROM PAGE-1

“India is becoming one
of the biggest economies
in the world and the
sporting economy must
have a share in this. The
trainers, nu-
sts, physiothera-
pists, doctors and equip-
ment, all these are part
of this."

Talking about the
National Games, he
said, “These Games are
more than just a sport-
ing event. Tt is a great
platform to showcase
the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharal,' It is
a celebration of India’s
rich diversity and unity.

“We are creating more
and more opportunities
for our athletes so they
can enhance their po-
tential to the fullest. We
consider sports as a key
driver for India’s hollsm
developmenL.”

He also talked about
the various government
programmes ‘which
have benefitted the
athletes, including the
Target Olympic Podium
Scheme and the Khelo
India initiative.

“The sports budget has
been increased three-
fold and we have spent
crores of rupees under
TOPS for the benefit of
the athletes.

“Because of Khelo In-
dia Youth Games, the
young athletes are get-
ting a chance Lo move
ahead. The same is true
for Khelo India Univer-
sity Games, the univer-
sity students are getting
new opportunities.

“After the Khelo Tndia
Para Games, the para
athletes are achieving
success.

The Prime Minister
also gave some fitness
tips to the youth, ad-

vising them to reduce
their intake of oil and
do more exercise to fight
the growing menace of
obesily.
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2 girls among 5 killed in Delhi building

collapse, property owner booked

H The victims have been identified as Saadhna (17) and seven-year-old Radhika. The
other three are Anil Gupta (42) and labourers Md Sarfaraz (22) and Md Qadir (40).

distributes
compensation
among
Astauli farmers

Noida New Delhi
The Grerater Noida Au- ive people, including
thority distributed additional two girls, were killed
compensation about Rs 10 in the four-storey
crore among the farmers of building collapse in

Astauli village.

The farmers, under the
banner of Bharatiya Kisan
Union, were given about Rs
10 crore as additional com-
pensation. They  had
protested continuously for
65 days from March 2024
for additional compensa-
tion. They had a total of 14
demands, out of which 12
demands were already ful-
filled.

After the assurance of ful-
filling the compensation de-
mand in three months, the
farmers ended the protest. A
meeting was held with the
farmers in Greater Noida
Authority on Tuesday. Apart
from the officials concerned

Jewar MLA Dhirendra
Slm,h. was also presem in

north Delhi's Burari area,
police said on Tuesday and
added that the property
owner had been booked.
“An FIR has been regis-
tered under sections 105
(culpable homicide not
amounting to murder), 110
(attempt to commit culpable
homicide) and 3(5) (com-
mon intention) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
against building owner Yo-
gendra Bhati and others,”
Deputy Ci issi of

Ina ssued on

on the situation

Police (North) Raja Banthia
said in a statement.

The newly-constructed
building near Oscar Public
School collapsed late on
Monday. So far, 12 people
have been rescued and five
bodies retrieved from the

this meeting. T debris, they said.
farmers will ah.n he given The victims have been
ion soon. ified as Saadhna (17)
On March 12, farmers of d Id Radhika.

Astauli village saton a dhar-
na against the Greater Noi-
da Authority for 14 demands
including compensation.
The farmers alleged that
years ago the Greater Noida
Authority acquired their
land but they were not giv-
en proper compensation.
The farmers had been de-
manding proper compen-
sation for years.

The dumping ground of
Noida Greater Noida Au-
thority is to be built at Astoli
village. Two companies will
set up their plants here,
through which charcoal and
biogas will be produced from
garbage.

Doctor found
dead at his
house in Greater
Noida, tenants
missing

Noida
A 50-year-old doctor was
found murdered in a house

he had rented out in
Greater Noida, while the

Monday, the Delhi Police
had said it received infor-
mation about the collapse
around 7 pm.

The building was a new
construction spread over
200 square yards.

Soon after the incident
wasreported to the Delhi Po-
lice and the Delhi Fire Serv-
ices, a rescue operation was
leinched

The other three are Anil
Gupta (42) and labourers
Md Sarfaraz (22) and Md
Qadir (40).

The police said the in-
jured were identified as Lal-
ta Prasad, his wife Savita
and their six children —
Ajay, Choti, Khushi, Privan-
ka, Sonia and Simran.

Their other two children
Saadhna and Radhika died,
the police said.

Theidentities of the other
injured are yet to be ascer-
tained.

Banthia said a rescue op-
eration was still underway.

“The rescue operation is
still underway. Personnel
from agencies such as police,
fire services and the Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) are on the
spot. ‘The police have cor-
doned off the area and are
collecting more details from
Iocals to ascertain how many
people could still be
trapped,” Banthia said.

“We launched an investi-
gation into the matter and
multiple teams have been
formed,” he added.

The officer further said
the police would be able to

Biggest liquor scam took place
in Delhi under Kejriwal: Rahul

New Delhi
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi laimched a blistering
attack on AAP convenor
Arvind Kejriwal on Tues-
day, saying the former chief
ministercame talking about
bringing in clean polities but
the biggest “liquor scam”
took place in Delhi under his
watcl

.‘\ddru..slng a public rally

are

two tennnts hvmg thcn- in l’a1pmgan_] re for
b 7 bly polls,
on Tuesday. Gandhi also took a swipe at
Dr Dinesh Gaur’s body  former deputy chief minister

was found soaked in blood
in a room of his house in
Sanjay Vihar Colony, Kule-
sara village, on January
26, police said.

Police suspect that a man
and a woman who were
living on rent in the house
murdered the doctor.

The accused woman and
man had rented the doc-
tor's house just three days
ago and have been ab-
sconding since the inci-
dent, they added.

“Gaur used to live with
his family in Pocket-D,
Kundli, Delhi. He also had
a house in Sanjay Vihar
Colony, Kulesara village,
Greater Noida, where he
had built a room to rent
out. He had made this
room his temporary rest
area,” said Lakshmi Singh,
Media In-charge of Noida
Police Commissioner.

“On the evening of Jan-
uary 25, Gaur came from
Delhi to his house in Kule-
sara. His son called himon
January 26 but did not get
any response. When he
reached the house late at
night, thedoor of the room
was found locked from out-
side,” Singh further said.

Singh added that when
the doctor’s son opened
the door, he found his fa-
ther lying in a pool of blood
followin which he informed
the police.

While Gaur’s body has
been sent for post-mortem,
police said that the accused
are being tracked using
CCTV footage and a search
team.

and AAP leader Manish Siso-
dia, calling him, along with
Kejriwal, the .n'chilect of
the liquor scam”.

Gandhi urged people to
vote for the Congress” can-
didate Anil Chaudhary as
Sisodia had “run away” from
the Patpargan] constituency
after indulging in corrup-
tion. He said Kejriwal stared
off with a promise of bring-
ing in a new kind of politics
buthe nowlivesin a “sheesh
mahal”.

Gandhi said the AAP chicf
was nowhere to be found
when the poor needed him
the most and when there

was violence in Delhi, an
apparent reference to the
February 2020 riots.

The Leader of Opposition
in Lok Sabha also launched
astingingattack on the BIP,
saying they talked about 400
paar’ with the intention of
changing the Constitution.

“A few days ago, (RSS
chief) Mohan Bhagwat stat-
ed that India did not get
true independence on Au-
gust 15, 1947, and it was
achieved when Modi ji came.
This means he insulted the
Constitution and (BR)
Ambedkar ji. If independ-
ence wasn'tachieved on 15th
August 1947 then what is
the meaning of this,” he said
with a copy of the Constitu-
tion in his hand.

“The fruit of freedom is
our Constitution and BIJP
leaders say that we got free-
dom when Modiji came and
Ram temple was inaugurat-
ed. At the Ram temple inau-
guration, not one poor per-
son was seen. Our tribal
President was not allowed
there. When Parliament was
inaugurated, there also she
was not called,” he said.

onlyafter the rescue opera-
tion concluded.

“During incidents of this
nature, the administration
appoints an incident com-
mander who issues direc-
tions to officials. The area’s
subdivisional magistrate is
currently acting as incident
commander and has ordered
the evacnation of nearby
buildings for structural safe-
tyand fitness checks. The en-
tire area has been cordoned
off and no one is allowed to
cross the restricted zone,”
the senior officer said.

He mentioned that the
rescue operation might con-
tinue till carly on Wednesday
‘to ensure the area was thor-
oughly checked and those
still trapped under the rub-
ble rescul

“Those who were rescued
suspect that more people
are still trapped inside. The
police, Delhi Fire Servi
NDRF and other agenci
are workinground-the-clock

to complete the rescue op-
eration as quickly as possi-
ble,"” Banthia said.

He also said those res-
cued were being referred to
higher medical facilities
based on the severity of their
health conditions

“Initially, we shifted some
patients to Burari Haspital
but they were referred to
LNJP Hospital,” he added.

AAP MLA Sanjeev Jha
said that this was not the
time for political disputes
and demanded adequate
compensation for the fami-
lies affected.

He announced compen-
sations of Rs 10 lakh for
each adult victim and Rs 5
lakh for the families of minor
victims.

“We hope that the central
government also announces
compensation for the fami-
lies at the earliest,” Tha said.

At the spot, many were
seen anxiously waiting for
news about their family
members working in the col-

lapsed building as labourers.

Md Bariqsaid his 22-year-
old brother Md Sarfarazwas
working inside. His body
was later discovered by the
police.

“T work as a labourer at
another site. I received a
call about the building col-
lapse around 8:30 pm on
Monday. The caller informed
me that my brother was
trapped in the rubble. Later,
I got news of his death,”
Bariq said.

Md Arif said they were
hoping for their relatives”
safety. He later received
news that his relative Md
Qadir had died.

The victims' family mem-
bers demanded strict action
against the building owner
as well as compensation.

Some locals who were
nearby when the incident
occurred deseribed the entire
episode as “horrible”,

“We heard a very lond
noise and a bubble of dust
emanated from the area. It
took more than five min-
utes to realise what had hap-
pened. We rushed to the
site, informed the police and
fire officials,” a witness said.

Shortly after the incident,
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi
said on X that all possible
help would be provided to
the people affected.

“The incident of building
collapse in Burari is ex-
tremely sad. T have spoken to
the local administration to
ensure speedy relief and res-
cue operations. All possible
help will be provided to the
affected people,” she said in
Hindi.

Manoj Tiwari launches the remake of
his song ‘BJP Dil Mein, B]P Dilli Mein’

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Former Delhi BJP Presi-
dent and Member of Par-
liament, Manoj Tiwari on
Tuesday launched the re-
make of his popular elec-
tion song “BJP Dil Mein,
BJP Dilli Mein” in the
presence of Chandni
Chowk MP Praveen Khan-
delwal.

The original song had
already garnered im-
mense love from Delhi
residents.

The launch event also
witnessed the presence of
Media Chief Praveen
Shankar Kapoor, Media
Relations Head Vikram
Mittal, former Media Re-
lations Head Neelkanth
Bakshi.

Shri Praveen Khandel-
wal congratulated MP
Shri Manoj Tiwari on the
launch and said that this
song has proven to be a
key strategy for the party’s
electoral success. Delhi
citizens are humming this
song, and it is expected
that today’s song “BJP Dil

Jangpura voters weigh candidates as
Delhi Assembly elections approach

New Delhi
As the Delhi Assembly elec-
tions draw néar, voters in the
Jangpura constituency re-
main divided on who will
emerge victarious.

Residents in the area have
expressed mixed npmmns
about their current rep!
sentatives, citing ongoing
sues like poor civic manage-
ment, lack of safety, and in-
sufficient engagement from
elected officials.

The 2020 elections saw
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
candidate Praveen Kumar
defeating BJP's Impreet
Singh Bakshi. This time, AAP
has fielded senior leader
Manish Sisodia, while BJP
has nominated Tarvinder
Singh Marwah and Congress
putting forward Farhad Suri

as its candidate.

Locals voiced frustrations
over unresolved issues and
insufficient engagement
from elected representatives.
Many criticized the inacees-
sibility of the sitting AAP
MLA, Praveen Kumar,

"We have been dealing
with dirty water for days,
and parking problems in La-
jpat Nagar remain unre-
solved. The parking mafia
here charges arbitrarily and

permits parking inno-park-
ing zones. The AAP MLA
has not visited to address
these concerns,” said
Avinash, a Lajpat Nagar-2
resident.

A s55-year-old woman
shared concerns over rising
thefts, saying, "My grand-
son's bicycle was stolen in
broad daylight, and thieves
have entered homes. De-
spite informing the police, no
action was taken. But I ap-
preciate the zero electricity
bills and improved govern-
ment schools.” Concerns
over safety have also sur-
faced since the implementa-
tion of the 2021 liquor poli-
cy. Residents pointed to the
rise in alcohol shops as a
factor contributing to safety
issues.

Mein” will also leave a
similar impact.

Manoj Tiwari stated
that it is the people who
determine the appeal of a
song’s lyrics. Some songs
become timeless due to
their enduring relevance,
and one such song was
“BJP Dil Mein, BJP Dilli
Mein” first released in
2017.

Given the continued
popularity of that song, a
remake was created to re-
flect the current scenario,
which was launched to-
day. He also mentioned
that there is widespread

(lmm\lmlauum among
people in Delhi against
Arvind Kejriwal’s govern-
ment, which is evident on
the ground. He empha-
sized that only the BJP's
“double-engine govern-
ment” can provide new
momentum to Delhi's de-
velopment.

Manoj Tiwari expressed
confidence that just as
“BJP Dil Mein, BJP Dilli
Mein"” became a victory
anthem for the 2017 elec-
tions, its remake will serve
as a catalyst for Gucu‘w II’I
the upcoming

AAP accuses Cong of parroting
‘BJP-manufactured lies’

New Delhi
Following Congress’ alle-
gation of stalling money
flow to the ‘Laadli Yo-
jana’, the AAP on Tuesday
aceused the grand old par-
ty of parrating BJP-man-
ufactured lies in poll-
bound Delhi.

In a press statement,
the party said, “It's un-
fortunate how the Con-
gress is parroting BJP-
manufactured lies — using
forged documents cooked
up in BJP offices to hurl
baseless accusations at

PUBLIC NOTICE

|am giving this public notice
as per instruction of My client
Canara Bank branch, Pucca
Bagh Hapur. That Mr, Shub-
ham Jain $/0 Ashok Kumar
Jain Rfo 05, Madhuban
Colony, Meerut Road Hapur
Tehsil & Distt. Hapur has apply
for home loan with our insti-
tution for purchase of a dou-
ble storied residential house
bearing old municipal no.
176/10 & new HPU/W-21/239
having total area 77 sq. yard
iLe. 64.54 sq. meter construct-
ed situated at Mohalla Kothi
Pyare Lal, Hapur with in local
limit Nagar Palika Hapur Tehsil
& Distt. Hapur from its pres-
ent owner Mrs. Neelam Rani

the AAP. Congress must
publicly declare its al-
liance with the BJP now.”
The party also reacted
to Sandeep Dikshit’s letter
to Delhi Police Commis-
sioner San_ya\ Arora de-
manding action against
Chief Minister Atishi and
Arvind Kejriwal for their
remarks on “poisoning”
of Delhi's water supply.

L PURAN CHAND JOSHI /O
HARIDUTT JO5HI R/O K-1658, SEC-
TOR- 09, VUAY NAGAR, BAIARIYA,
GHAZIABAD, U.P-201001 do here-
by solemnly affirm and dedlareas
under-

L That my above name:and ad-
dress i true and cerrect

2 That | am citiren of Incia

3, That my aadhar no-5232 4701
2498

4. That my name PURAN CHAND.
JOSHI AND PURAN CHAND is one
and the same person.

5. That my father name HARIDUTT
JOSHI AND HARIDUTT is one and

thesame person.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Itis notified to General Public
that my client Sh. Vinod Ku-
mar $/o Late Shri Chander R/o
88D, Arambagh, Ambedkar
Bhawan, Delhi-110055, do

Mrs. Neelam Rani & Mrs.
Manisha Rani vide sale deed
dated 20.08.2014 51. No. 6355
along with its registered
agreement deed dated
15.07.2014 5r. No. 5328 duly
registered in the office of SR-
Hapur-l. Now aforesaid Mrs.
Neelam Rani & Mrs. Manisha
Rani declare that in the title of
chain previous original sale
deed dt 19.04.2002 duly regls-
tered in the office of SR-Ha-
pur-, at vide book no. 01, vol-
ume no. 3403, on pages
267/270, at Sr. No. 2626 &
original sale deed dt
31.12.1996 duly registered in
the office of SR-Hapur-1l, at
vide book no. 01, volume no.
141, on pages 248/251, at Sr,
No. 3244 have been lost.
Which F.1R. lodged by them
online via E-Thana on the dt
25.01.2025 which LAR No. is
20250000060250. So original
sale deed dt 19.04.2002, Sr.
No. 2626 & sale deed dated
31.12.19965r. No. 3244 is not
possible to deposit in the
Bank Ifany bank or financial
institution or any other per-
son have any objection or
claim or right in the said prop-
erty to obtained housing loan
by equitable mortgage in fa-
vor of My Client Then contact
ta me on my below address &
Mobile No. with evidence

Wo Manish Kumar & Mrs. )
Manisha Rani W/o Punitku- | | |Rerebydisown and disinherit
mar R/o Mohalla Kishanpura his Wife Smt. Sheela D/ Sura-
Bulandshahr Road Hapur. Imal W/o Sh. Vinod Kumar
& and Ms. Shivani
D/o Vinod both R/o 14/328,

Dakshin Puri, Delhi from all of
his moveable and immovable
properties, since they have
severed all relationship with
me and thereby residing sepa-
rately from me since fast 30
years, and also disown them
from all social and personal
relations for all time to come.
My aforesaid clients & lioness-
es have no concern with
them, Any one dealing with
them, shall do so at her/his
riskand responsibilities and
my clients shall natin any
way/ manner be held fiable
for any act and deed of the
aforesaid persans.

PIYUSH PAHUJA

ADVOCATE

OFFICE: 201, Second Floor, A-
23/24, Satija House, Com-
mercial Complex, Dr.
Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi-
110009

PUBLIC NOTICE

BEITKNOWN TO ALL CON-
(CERNED that my client Shri
Ram Prasad Bhaskar /o Late
Shri Biri Singh, R/o F-2/582,
Sangam Vihar, New Delhi had
irreconcilable differences and
strained relationship with his
Mr. Pankaj Bhaskar, Mr.
Naresh Bhaskar and their
wives. Thus, on 02.08.2023, in
the newspaper "Top Story' my

elections.

Congress files complaint to EC
seeking probe against Kejriwal

New Delhi

A delegation of the Delhi
Congress on Tuesday sub-
mitted a complaint to the
Chief Election Commission-
er (CEC), seeking a probe
against AAP National Con-
venor, Arvind Kejriwal over
his allegations of poisoning
Yamuna water by the
Haryana government.

“The Congress delegation
demanded that the EC hold
a probe and if the allegation
made by Kejriwal were
to be false, an FIR should be
registered against him for
spreading rumours during
the election campaign, which
is a clear violation of the
Model Code of Conduct,”
the party stated in a press
statement.

The delegation consisted
of Chairman of the Legal

and Human Rights Depart-
ment Advocate Sunil Ku-
mar, Rajesh Garg, ch

within 15 days of fient had dist

of this notice. After 15 days all relations from his sons Mr.
any claim or objection will not Pankaj Bhaskar, Mr. Naresh
hl.z acceptable & My Client Bhaskar and their wives for all
would be providing Housing manners and purposes refat-
Loan br\l’ymme the said ing to moveable and immaove:
property. able property. Now, my cient
Address:- Canara Bank wants to restore their rights in
e HapurBY | | s movesble and immove-
cate Chamber No. 21, 1st lelu;ﬂoé’ & ASSOCIATES
Foor, Dr. Bheem Rao (ADVOCATES AND CONSULT-
Ambedkar Shopping Com- ANTS)

plex, Zila Panchayat Market, | | | cnamber No.437, Lawyer's
Near District & Session Court

Block Saket Courts, New Del-
hi- 110017

B NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY
‘ETender No.: DY-CE JHSW-72 Date: 27.01.2025

E-Tender Notice

y.
Tender” through On Line (E-Tandering) for

the following work.

Work: JHS (RCNK/HS)
RCNKAHS.

‘Approx Cost ¥ 1,16.39.434.89

[ Earnest Money : ¥ 20620000

Cost of Tender Form ¥ NlLIDlh of closing of Tender: 24022025t 15.00 hrs|

letter: 09 Monihs.

wiwiraps govin
(] Morth central sy

L]

For full details and submission of bid please see the Indian Railways website|

GOPRONCA

174/25(DG!

wwwnctindianrallways. govin

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Invitation of Tender through E-Tendering
(E-Procure sl¢ms)

Booth Management Com-
mittee among three others.

Moreover, another dele-
gation headed by former
Delhi Minister Narendra
Nath met CEO Delhi R Alice
Vas to file a complaint
against the AAP and BJP
members for harassment
and manhandling of Con-
gress nominee from Rithala
Assembly Sushant Mishra.

NIT No. 112-2024-25-W-
Name of work H Hi
with its
Rs.5888980.03
Fatn
Earnast FDR will not ba socepied as EMO for tendar Imvtad on RERS as per]
Monw,|Ralway Boardsietr 1220 1028/CE-VCT/S/ deiod 31.042016)
[ Rs. 120000.00
Completion period of Wark | 06 Morihg
Date and tima for submission | Upi

of tandar and apaning of fander

G
tundor al 1500 hrs. On 21.02. 2025

15 00 . on 21.02.2025 Opering of
—

Webaite particulars notice board locat

form can

completo details of tendor can be soen and
sddress of the office from whers the tender

o
e iander avaiable on
REPS e 1 caps govin

No. 128-WiZB0/OET/2024-25/W-IV/NIT-112 Date : 27.01 2025
Sarving Custom:

20672025
ers With A Smile
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UP CM slams Arvind Kejriwal, calls
Yamuna'’s condition a ‘dirty sewer

__ New Delhi

ttar  Pradesh

Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath

on Tuesday eriti-

cized the Aam Aadmi Par-

ty (AAP) government in

Delhi over the deteriorating.

condition of the Yamuna
River.

He accused AAP nation-
al convenor and former
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal of reducing the
once-revered rit

once a mythological river of
India and a symbol of faith
for all of us, has been
tuned into a dirty sewer by
Kejriwal,” the Chief Minis-
ter remarked.

Addressing public meet-
ings at  Mangolpuri,
spuri, Tilak Nagar, and
Rajendra Nagar in support

“Delhi needs
change, not
excuses”: BJP MP
Manoj Tiwari

(BJF) MP Mangj Tiwari on

Tuesday took a dig at AAP
nat convenor Arvind
Kejriwal over his allegation
against the BJP-ruled
Haryana government of
soning’ Yamuna water,

ing th.n the national

needs change, not excuses,

Manoj Tiwari said that
AAP is even stealing songs.

“They stole water, Delhi's
happiness; please don't steal
songs now,” Tiwari said.

“We are saying what the
public wants to say... We
conducted national water
sports in Haryana's water.
We bathe in the water that is
coming from Haryana.
Arvind Kejriwal should be
ashamed... Delbi needs
change, not excuses,” the
BJP MP added.

The remark came after
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) na-
tional convener Arvind Ke-
jriwal levelled serious alle-
gations against the Bharativa
Janata Party, stating that
the BIP-ruled Haryana gov-
emment has “poisoned” the
Yamuna water supplied to
Delhi so that “people die”
and the blame comes an the
AAP. “BJP's Haryana gov-
emment has poisoned the
waterin Yamuna. If this wa-
ter had entered Delhi only to
be mixed with the drinking
water, many people would
have died in Delhi. It would
have caused mass genocide,”
the former Delhi chicf min-
ister alleged. Kejriwal said in
a press conference while
claiming that the dlertness of
the Delhi Jal Board pre-
vented the mixing of alleged
poisoned water with drink-
ing water.

of BIP candidates ahead of

ing the BJP's

the February 5 Delhi As-
sembly elections,
Adityanath lambasted Ke-
jriwal and the AAP govern-
ment for their alleged fail-
ure to tackle Yamuna pol-
lution.

commitment to preserving
India’s rivers, Adityanath
said, “On January 22, our
government took a holy dip
in the Triveni of Prayagraj,
If Kejriwal had any moral
courage, he and his minis-

Vibrant Buildcon 2025:
Material Expo to Propel

New Delhi

The highly anticipated Vi-

brant Buildeon 2025, India’s

lugcsr building material

expo, is set to take place

from Apnl 1 nn m euzJ at
he bh

mi Exhibition .md Conven-
tian Centre, New Delhi.
Spanning a massive area
of 50,000 square meters,
the expo is poised to attract
over 150,000 domestic visi
tors and move than 2,000 in-
ternational buyers, creating
a dynamic platform for glob-

ters should have taken a
dip in the Yamuna to wit-
ness its current state first-
hand.” He went on to ac-
cuse the AAP government
of mismanagement and
corruption. “The AAP gov-
emment in Delhi has be-

come synonymous with an-
archy. They once promised
transparency and account-
ability but have now aban-
doned their own Jan Lokpal
agenda. Their leaders and
party stand for corruption.”
A : diti

Atishi & Bhagwant Mann meet
CEC over Yamuna water issuev

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, met with
the Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) on Tues-
day to address the worsen-

ing water crisis in Delhi by
underlining lhr alarming
rise in levels in

the
of basic amenities in the
national capital, Adityanath
said, “The roads in Delhi are
interrible shape, with sew-
er water flowing onto the
stres Drinking water is
searce, and residents must
rely on tankers, which come
only once or twice a week.”
The Chief Minister urged
voters to choose BIP for a
cleaner and better-gov-
erned Delhi. “The sins of
the AAP government have
burdened the people of Del-
hi. The only way to free
them from this suffering is
to establish a BJP govern-
ment in Delhi,” he said.
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Rahul slams BJP, AAP;
says contractual jobs

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi met New Delhi
Municipal Council
(NDMC) employees after
visiting the Maharishi
Valmiki Temple here on
Tuesday and said “privati-
sation and contract jobs”
were instruments to snateh
rights of the poor.

Gandhi, who is the
Leader of the Opposition in
Lok Sabha, said that due to
the “privatisation and con-
tract jobs” policies of the
BJP-led government at the
Centre and the AAP gov-
ernment in the national
capital, there was unem-
ployment and many were
not getting proper wages
for their work,

“Today 1 visited Mahar-
ishi Valmiki Temple in Del-
‘hi. After the darshan, I met

take away rights of poor

NDMC employees in a
nearby colony. They told
me that due to the privati-
sation and contract job
policies of the BIP's central
government and the AAP's
Delhi government, thou-
sands of people are unem-
ployed and not getting
proper salaries,” he said in
apost on X.

“We are constantly rais-
ing this issue — privatisa-

tion and contract jobs are
weapons to snatch the
rights of the poor and the
Bahujans. We will check
this first,” he added.
Lungwa.s has stepped up

5. The party has
performed poorly in the
last two elections and has
not been able to open its
account.

Karti Chidambaram
moves Delhi HC
seeking quashing of
fresh FIR filed by CBI

New Delhi
Congress leader Karti Chi-
dambaram  has  ap-
proached the Delhi High
Court, seeking the quash-
ing of a fresh FIR filed
against him by the Central
Burcau of Investigation
(CBI).

The new FIR accuses
Chidambaram of alle
ly providing

in the future of the building
materials industry,

the Yamuna River, which is
allegedly affecting the cap-
ital's water supply.

Atishi warned that con-
tinued contanmination could
lead to the shutdown of
several water treatment
plants, leaving 30 percent
of Delhi without water,

Addressing the media af-
ter the meeting, Atishi said
that the diseussions fo-
cused on the current con-
dition of the Yamuna wa-
ter. “We discussed the wa-
ter issue in Delhi. We told
the EC how the ammonia
levels in the Yamuna river
coming from Harvana have
reached a toxic level. If we
continue Teceiving con-
taminated water, many of
our water treatment plants
will be forced to shut down
and 30 percent of Delhi
would not receive water..”
she said.

Further, the Chief Min-
ister stated that Hary
CM Nayab Singh Si
remarks on the Yamuna
water issue were not just an
opinion but a factual state-
ment. “Itis not a matter of
opinion. It is a factual
ment. He himself he
posed his lies.
letter written by Delhi Jal
Board’s CEOI has said that
the Delhi water treatment
plants can treat ammonia

“I have given a sug-
gestion to both the
Haryana CM and EC
that a joint team
should be formed
comprising con-
cerned officers from
both governments to
check the quantity
of ammonia and the
quality of the Ya-
muna river
water....we are
ready to check how
much ammonia is
entering from
Haryana into
Delhi..” she added.

AN treat up to 1-2 ppm
the Delhi CM added.
Atishi added that she had
suggested to both the
Haryana CM and the Elec-
tion Commission to form a
joint team with officers
from both governments to
assess the ammonin levels
in the Yamuna river water.
“1 have given a sugges-
tion to both the Haryana
CM and EC that a joint
team should be formed

comprising concerned of-
ficers from both govern-
ments to check the quanti-
ty of ammonia and the
quality of the Yamuna riv-
er water...we are ready to
check how much ammo-
nia is entering from
Haryana into Delhi...” she
added

Earlier, Haryana CM
Nayab Singh Saini, while
addressing a public rally,
took a dig at AAP national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal
over the Yamuna water is-
sue.

Addressing the media,
Saini said “He (Arvind Ke-
jriwal) used to say that he
would clean Yamuna. After
10 years, he is asking for
five more years. He will
not be able to clean no
matter what he d

The Chief Minister fur-
ther claimed that the peo-
ple of Delhi had already
made up their minds. “This
is not AAP. This is ‘aap-
da’..The people of Delhi
have made up their minds
such that he will not even
get the time to look outside
from the Tihar jail... You
sold lies, you never worked,
only lied. People want work
done today..." he added.

Ajay Maken hits out at Kejriwal
over “poisoned water” remark

New Delhi
Congress leader Taken
on Tuesday criticized Azm
Aadmi Party (AAP) nation-
al convener Arvind Kejriw-
al over allegations regarding
Delhi's water supply, stating
that if the former Chief Min-
ister’s claims are false, it
amounts to "treason.”

Maken’s rk

treatment to Diageo Scot-
land, an alcoholic bever-
age company, by inter-
veningto lift a ban on the
duty-free sale of its
whisky.

In his petition, Chi-
dambaram has sought the
quashing of the FIR,
which includes charges
under Sections 120B, 420,
and 471 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC), as well as
Sections 8, 9, 13(2), and
13(1)(d) of the Prevention
of Corruption (PC) Act.

According to the CBI,
Chidambaram is accused
of accepting bribes
through sham contracts
and share transactions.

Chidambaram has con-
tended in his plea that he
was never summoned to
join the preliminary in-
quiry and that no public
servant allegedly influ-
enced by him is named in
the FIR.

response to K».'jmr.ll s wtan--
ment on Monday, in which
he alleged that Delhi's water
supply had been “poisoned”
and aceused the Harvana
government of planning a
“genovide” againgt Delhi res-
idents.

“If Arvind Kejriwal is lying
about mixing poison in the
water, itis treason,” Maken
said in a press conference,
adding that the statements
made by the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) government
in Haryana and Kejriwal
must be investigated. “Ifthe
Haryana government is
wrong, action should be tak-
en. If Arvind Kejriwal is
spreading ramours, action
should be taken against
him,” Maken said.

Shifting focus to the dis-
parity in the sex ratio in
north Indian states, Maken
attributed the issue to female
foeticide. He highlighted for-
mer Delhi Chief Minister

Rahul Gandhi calls Manish Sisodia “Architect” of liquor scam

Delhi
Congress MP and Lok Sab-
ha Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi on Tuésday
slammed Anm Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Manish Siso-
dia, accusing him of being
the “architeet” of the alleged
“liguor seam” along with
former Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.

While i

a
rally at the Patparganj As-
sembly Constituency, Gand-
hi alleged that Sisodia, the
former AAP eandidate from
the constituency, fled the
seat out of fear after being
implicated in corruption.
Gandhi said, “Manish
Sisodia, who was earfier the
AAP candidate from Pat-

parganj, th
Jliquorscam with Arvind Ke-
jriwal. He did « lot of cor-
ruption here, got seared and
ran away from this seat.
Now you should vote for
Anil Chaudhary.”

said he would clean poli
but in Delhi, the biggest
liquor seam happened. You
seen photosaf his
Iso. He stays in a

palace — ‘Sheesh Mahal'...
he was not there even when
riots happened here.”

Gandhi further stated that
he envisions a country of
love and harmony, not ha-
tred. “Nafrat ka Hindustan
nahin chahiye, mohabbat
ki dukaan chahive. AAP's
Arvind Kejriwal saye any-
thing that comes to his
mind. When he came, he
said that he would bring a
new kind of politics. He had
said that he would change
Delhi but when the poor
pecple were inn WaS
not there...”

The Congress leader also
criticized Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, accusing
him ofignoring the struggles

nfummpllrymhmuhhinlv:
indulging in extravagant
events. “The youth of the
country does not have em-
ployment, but PM Modi
dances in parties worth eight
to ten crores... The RSS and
BJP only want to ereate
fights between brothers,
he said.

Referring to a recent
statement by RSS Chief Mo-
han Bhagwat, Gandhi ac-
cused him of insulting the
Constitution. “A couple of
days ago, Mohan Bhagwat
insulted the Constitution
and said that the country
had gained freedom when
PM Modi came to power.
This is an insult to Ambed-
kar und the poor.

Sheila Dikshit's Ladli
scheme, which provided fi-
nancial aid to girl children as
a deterrent against female
foeticide.

“In arder to defer the in-
cidents of female foeticide,
Sheila Dikshit introduced
‘Ladli Yojana' that gained
traction across the globe. As
per this scheme, the family
of a newborn girl will be
provided finaneial aid worth
Rs 10,000. Not only this,
Rs 5,000 was given to the
family of the girl at the time
of admission into first stan-
dard and the sime amount
was given each time when
the girl child entered class
sixth, ninth, 1oth, and 12th.
The finaneial aid worth Rs1
lakh was given to the gird
child when she tumed 18,”

Maken said.

During the press confer-
ence, Maken presented a
slideshow titled “AAP ke
Paap” (The Sins of AAP),
claiming that the condition
of all the schemes initiated
by Sheila Dikshit for gifs
had deteriorated under the
AAP government. He point-
ed to the findings of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report, which
alleged that the Delhi gov-
ernment withheld benefi
worth Rs 618 crore meant
for aver 3.2 lakh girls.

“Kejriwal has done injus-
tice to the girl child of Delhi.
He has ruined all the bene-
ficial schemies for girls. He
tnlks about giving Rs 2100 to
women but the benefit that
the girls were already getting

has been stopped. The AAP
government has withheld
Rs 618 crore of the benefit to
be given to more than
3,20,000 girls, all these rev-
elations have been made in
the CAG report,” Maken
said,

Maken also commented
on the support extended by
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav and other
TNDIA bloc parties to AAP
ahead of the Delhi Assembly
elections. He urged the IN-
DIA bloc allies to recogrize
that only Congress could ef-
fectively fight the BJP, and
they should not weaken the

party.

The Delhi Assembly elec-
tionsare scheduled for Feb-
ruary 5, with the counting of
votes set for February 8. A
total of 699 candidates are
contesting for 70 assembly
seats in the national eapital.

The Congress, which held
power in Delhi for 15 con-
seeutive years, has faced ma-
jor setbacks in the last two
assembly elections, failing
to win any seats. In con-
trast, AAP dominated the
2015 and 2020 assembly
elections; securing 67and 62
sedts, respectively, out of
70, while BJP won only throe
and eight seats in these elec-
tions.

Amit Shah dares Kejriwal to make D]B
report on Yamuna poisoning public

New Delhi

Union Home Minister Amit
Shahon Tuesday dired AAP
national convener Arvind
Kejriwal to bring ont the
Delhi Jal Board report pub-
lic which claimed Haryana
poisoning the waters of riv-
er Yamuna.

He slammed Kejriwal for
accusing Haryanawith such
baseless allegations and also
spreading fear amongst the
people of Delhi, and further
said that the kind of politics
Kejriwal has done in this re-
gard is of the lowest onder.

Shah also dared the for-
mer Defhi CM to come for-
ward and tell people of the

national capital as to what
was the name of the toxic
‘material, which he claims
was mixed in the Yamuna
water by the neighboring
state of Harvana.

HM also mentioned that
Kejriwal claimed that water
was stopped from entering
Delhi, and asked as to where
was the official order re-
ganding the same, asking the
AAP chiefto show it.

He added, “Yesterday 1
returned after taking a holy
dip at the Kumbh, and
Arvind Kejriwal claimed that
the Haryana government
had poisoned the Yamuna.
However, when we investi-
gated, the Jal Board said
nothing of that soit hap-
pened. This shows that
Arvind Kejriwal has resorted
tolying”

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Kalkaji assembly, Shah
urged the locals to ask the
Delhi CM Atishi, who repre-
sents the area as to what
was the peison which her
party chief claimed was
mixed in Yamuna.




Tayang Abu
Charitable Society
organised a
program at

Eden Garden
Public School

St.‘lﬁ Reponer
AGAR:

On 1]1eocc.a ion of 194th
birth anniversary of the
life and Legacy of Savit-
ribai Phule who was an
Indian social reformer
poet and educator. Sav-
itribai Phule played a
crucial role in improving
the women’s rights and
education during the
post-independence,

She was the found-
er of India’s first girl's
school in Pune (1848)
she was a prominent
figure in the 19th Cen-
tury who work for the
up-liftment  of  op-
pressed class castes
and advocated for wid-
ow remarriage she was
a great social reformer.

The program was
sponsored by BABU
JAGJIVAN RAM NA-
TIONAL FOUNDA-
TION, MINISTRY of
Social justice and em-
powerment,  Govern-
ment of India.

On the occasion var-
ious activities were
organized like literary
competition,  cultur-
al competition ete. in
which the students
showeased  their tal-
ents. The chief guest
invited for the program
was Shri R, B. Yadav
(Principal Govt. High-
er Secondary School,
Yangte) and Smt. Tarh
Yajar (Public Leader)
graced the program as
guest of honour. The

rogram was attended

{' more than 340 peo-
e including school
n and staff of
the school besides the
ests who were from
ifferent  Institutions
and local Panchayat
leaders of Yangte arca.

On the occasion the
students were distrib-
uted certificate and
momentous and vote
of thanks by Shri Tarh
Tapung, Chairman
Tayeng Abu Charitable
Society. The program
was concluded by a
mass community feast.

Court awards
man life term
for wife's
murder

_ Bareilly (UP):
‘Alocal court has awarded
life sentence to a man, for
allegedly killing his wife
after she objected to his
drinking habits.

On January 27, fast-
track ecourt judge Ravi
Kumar Diwakar awarded
life-term  imprisonment
to 35-year-old Shravan
Kumar and saddled him
with a Rs 50,000 fine.

The verdict said the act
of killing one’sspouse was
not only a erime under
IPC's Section 302 but also
amoral sin.

The judge drew a par-
allel with Hindu mythol-
ogy, referencing Lord
Shiva’s Ardhanarishvara
form, which symbolised
the sanctity of the marital
bond.

It also contrasted the
convict's actions  with
the legendary Shravan
Kumar, who selflessly
carried his parents on &
pilgrimage, outlining the
stark contrast in charac-
ters.

According to addition-
al  district government
counsel Digambar Singh,
the court relied on the
testimonies of 10 witness-
es, including the victim’s
brother Kallu and their
mother Shanti, aside from
other evidence presented
during the trial.

Kumar, who resides in
Sarvoday Nagar in Bareil-
ly’s CB Ganj area, lived
with his wife 30-year-old
wife Meena. The prose-
cution alleged he was fre-
quently accused of taking
money from home to buy
aleohol, leading to brawls
with his wife,
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Won’t end indefinite fast till farmers’
demands accepted: Dallewal

Chandigarh:

unjab farmer lead-
er Jagjit Singh

Dallewal on Tues-
day maintained that he
would not end his fast-
unto-death till the Cen-
tre accepts farmers’ de-
mands, including a legal
guarantee to minimum
support price for crops.

Briefing the media at
the Khanauri protest
site, Dallewal said the
whole country needs
MSP

“Punjab also needs
MSP to save its under-
ground water level,” he
said.

After a high-level del-
egation of the central
government invited the
protesting farmers on
January 18 for a meet-
ing on February 14 in
Chandigarh to discuss
their dcm;mds Dallcw-
al started taking med-
ical aid though he did
not end his fast.

Dallewal, who is
the convener of the
Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (Non-Political),
has been on the indef-
inite hunger strike at
the Khanauri border
point since November
26 last year in support
of various demands,

including a legal guar-
antee to minimum sup-
port price for crops.
Thanking  farmers
and labourers for sup-
porting the ongoing
agitation, the farmer
leader further said he
took medical aid af-
ter both the forums
—Samyukta Kisan Mor-
cha (Noen-Political) and
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha
— asked him to do so
following the invitation

Amritsar grenade attack:
operatives of US-based terrorist held

Chandigarh:

The Punjab Police on
Tuesday said it has ar-
rested two persons for
their alleged involve-
ment in the hand gre-
nade lobbying ineident
outside the Gumtala po-
lice post in Amritsar.

Director General of
Police Gaurav Yadav
said the accused were
operatives of US-based
terrorist Harpreet Sin-
ghalias Happy Passian

and US-based drug
smuggler Sarwan
Bhola.

Yadav said those ar-
rested have been iden-
tified as Bagga Singh
of Guru Teg Bahadur
Nagar in Sirsa, Har-
yana, and Puskaran
Singh alias Sagar of
Amarkot in Amritsar.

Police also recov-
ered one hand grenade
and two sophisticated
pistols along with am-
munition from their
possession.

On January 9, a loud
boom was heard out-
side the Gumtala po-
lice post. Police at that
time had denied any
explosion and claimed
that the sound was
that of a car radiator
exploding.

Following the inci-
dent, terrorist organi-
sation Babbar Khalsa

Kejriwal is blaming others for his failure:

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini said
that the statement of
poisonous water made
by former Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal is a political stunt
by the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty aimed at influencing
voters in the upcoming
Delhi  Assembly elec-
tions and deflecting
attention from its own
failures. e added that
the issue has been raised
with the Election Com-
mission. The Chief Min-
ister said that ensuring a
reliable water supply to
the national capital is a
collective responsibility,
which Haryana is fulfill-
ing diligently and with-

out :m3 shortcomings.
Ensing the failure
of the Delhi govern-
ment, the Chief Min-
ister said that in 2021,
Delhi filed a petition, to
which the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB) responded. The
CPCB’s reply highlight-
ed the issue of am-
monia nitrogen in the

International had used
asocial media platform
to claim responsibility
for this terror act.

Yaday said investi-
gations revealed that
accused Bagga Singh
is a relative of Sar-
wan Bhola, who is the
brother of notorious
smuggler Ranjit Singh
alias Cheeta,” current-
ly lodged in
jail in the
oin recove

Sarwan is also want-
ed in the heroin recov-
ery case and carries
Rs 2 lakh reward an-
nounced by the Na-
tional  Investigation
Agency (NIA).

The DGP said fur-

Wazirabad pond and
mentioned that there
is a water treatment
plant in Agra capable
of treating water with
ammonia levels up to
24 mg/l. However, the
Delhi government has
not taken any steps to
upgrade the Wazirabad

plant. As a result, the
Feople of Delhi are still

reed to consume con-
taminated water, while
Arvind Kejriwal is now
blaming Haryana to
cover up his own fail-
ures.

Nayab Singh Saini
said that the people

from the high-level del-
egation of the Centre
for a meeting on Feb-
ruary 14.

b | mok medical aid
only. (After that) vom-
iting has stopped. My
fast-unto-death contin-
ues and it will continue
till the government ful-
fils our demands,” he
noted.

On  the participa-
tion in the February
meeting, Dallewal sai

Two

ther investigations are
in progress in a scien-
tific manner to _estab
lish forward and back
ward linkages in this
case and unveil the
entire terror module.
Assistant Inspec-
tor General, Amritsar,
Sukhminder  Singh
Mann said following
the attack at Gumta-
la police post, police
launched an intelli-
gence operation and
arrested Bagga Singh
from Sirsa and Push-
karan Singh from Am-
ritsar,
Their arrest led to
the recovery of explo-
sives and weapons, po-
lice said.

of Haryana regard
the Yamuna River as
their mother. He said
that the Yamuna is a
life-giving  resource
for both Haryana and
Delhi, and it is our col-
lective responsi
preserve its purity.
condemned the wile—
gation made by former
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, call-
ing it an insult to the
faith of Har Kana and
its people. The people
of Haryana view the
Yamuna as a sacred
river and worship it.
He further stated that

____ Srinagar
Chief Mlmster

everyone wants him to
attend the meeting.

“But the health is not

allowing it. T do not
have strength to go,” he
said.
Dallewal appealed to
farmers to assemble at
the Khanauri protest
site on February 12.

“If all come, I will get
more strength and if
God wishes, I may be
able to go to the (Feb-
ruary 14) meeting to

Fm forth points. There-
ore, T urge you to gath-
er here in a big number
on February 12 as I get
energy on seeing you,”
he said.

A high-level delega-
tion of the Centre gov-
ernment, led by joint
secretary of the minis-
try of agnculturu Pri-

ya Ranjan, on Jan
18 had invited éllngy
(Non-Political) and the
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha
(KMM) for talks to dis-
cuss their demands in a
meeting to be held on
February 14 at Chandi-
garh,

Following the an-
nouncement of the pro-
posed meeting, Dallew-
al took medical aid but
he did not end his in-
definite fast.

Farmers, under the
banner of the SKM
(Non-Political)  and
KMM have been camp-
ing at the Shambhu and
Khanauri border points
between Punjab and
Haryana since Febru-
ary 13 last year, after
security forces did not
allow them to march to
Delhi to press for their
various demands, in-
cluding MSP for their
crops.

AAP MP calls for action against airlines
profiteering during Mahakumbh

Chandigarh:

AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Raghav ~ Chadha has
raised concerns over the
steep hike in airfare to
rayagraj during the on-
going Maha Kumbh, call-
ing it an exploitation of
faith by airlines.

Highlighting  how
ticket prices have
surged from Rs 5,000
to as high as Rs 60,000,
he urged the govern-
ment to intervene and
either cap flight prices
or ensure affordable
travel options for dev-
otees attending this sa-
cred event.

He expressed con-
cern over the exorbi-
tant airfare prices dur-
ing the ongoing Maha
Kumbh in Prayagraj,
calling it an exploita-
tion of faith by airlines.

In a statement, high-
lighting the sanctity of
the Maha Kumbh, the
AAP MP said, “For San-
atan Dharma followers,
the Maha Kumbh is the
ultimate celebration of
faith and spirituality.

After 144 years, th:s
sacred festival is be-
ing held in Prayagraj,
attracting millions of
devotees from across
India and the world
who wish to bathe,
meditate, and engage
in spiritual practices.
However, it is shock-
ing that airlines have

turned this holy event
into a profiteering op-
portunity.”

Drawing  attention
to the steep hike in
airfare, Chadha added,
“Flights to Prayagraj,
which normally cost
between Rs 5,000 to
Rs 8,000, are now be-
ing sold for an outra-
geous Rs 50,000 to Rs
60,000.”

“This blatant profi-
teering by airlines is
unacceptable and un-
fair to devotees who
simply want to partiei-
pate in this pious event.
On behalf of all pil-
grims, 1 urge the gov-
ernment to intervene
and introduce econom-
ical flight options to
devotees or introduce
a price cap for these
flights.”

Referring to past suc-
cesses in addressing
travel-related  issues,
the MP said, “When
we raised the issue
of overpriced food at
airports in the Parlia-
ment, the government
listened, and Udaan
Yatri Cafe’ was intro-
duced for passengers.
Similarly, T hope that
our appeal today will
reach the government
and airlines will be di-
rected to provide rea-
sonably priced flights
for pilgrims heading to
the Maha Kumbh.”

People of J&K will continue to seek
restoration of statehood Omar Abdullah

Omar
Abdullah said on Tues-
day that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir
will continue to seek
restoration of state-
hood for J-K from the
status of a Union Ter-
ritory.

Speaking to report-
ers in the Hazratbal
area, National Con-
ference chief Abdullah
also said that Article
370, which was abro-
gated by the Centre
in 2019, was meant to
safeguard Jammu and
Kashmir and the iden-
tity of its people in the
erstwhile state.

“We are waiting for
it (restoration of state-
hood). Ask those who
are delaying it. We will
continue to pray for
statehood and pray to
God to protect us,” Ab-
dullah said.

Asked about his ear-
lier statement that Ar-
ticle 370 was for the
protection of the Dogra
community, the former
Union minister said the
now-abrogated  consti-
tutional provision was
for everyone in.J-K.

“It was to safeguard
Jammu and Kashmir, it
was about the identity
of its people. Be it the

Kejriwal's aceusations
are not only baseless
but also disrcspccrful
to Haryana's cultural
traditions and beliefs.

He said that Del-
hi receives its drink-
ing water supply of
1049 cusecs at Munak
from the waters of the
Yamuna and Ravi-Beas
rivers. Haryana is con-
sistently supplying this
water to Del ﬁl through
two canals: the Carri-
er Line Channel (CLC)
and the Delhi Branch.
Since the commission-
ing of the Carrier Line
Channel in 2014, Har-
yana has not supplied
any water to Delhi
through drains or di-
reetly from the Yamu-
na River; instead, clean
water is being supplied
exclusively throw {g the
canal system of CLC
and Defhi Branch. He
further assured that
the Haryana Govern-
ment is committed to
ensuring the purity
and continuous supply
of water to Delhi.

The Chief Minister
informed that between

Dogras, Ladakhis or
the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, it was for
everyone and not just
one of them.

“When the Maharaja
of Kashmir brought the
law, he wanted to pro-
tect our jobs as there
were  apprehensions
that people from out-
side will take away jobs.
That came under (Arti-
cle) 35 (A) then. (Artl-
cle) 370 came in 1949,"
he said.

Amid the ongoing de-
bate on the proposed
amendments to the
Wagf Bill, Abdullah
said that “God is great
and he will protect the
Wagf™.

“Let people do what
they want... They can-

CM Saini

January 7th and 13th,
2021, the Central Pol-
lution Control Board
(CPCB) tested the wa-
ter from Yamunanagar
(Haryana) to Wazira-
bad (Delhi) and inves-
tigated the primary
causes of pollution.
The investigation re-
vealed that dirty water
is being illegally dis-
charged between Pal-
la and Wazirabad. In
addition, the accumu-
lation of sediment in
the Wazirabad pond
is causing an increase
in ammonia nitrogen
levels. However, the
Delhi government
has not taken any
action on the CPCB’s
report since 2021.
Neither has the ille-
al discharge of pol-
uted water between
Palla and Wazirabad
been halted, nor has
any effort been made
to clean the Wazira-
bad pond.

The Chief Minister
urged eitizens to pri-
oritize water conser-

vation and use water
|

remember that those
selling drugs are Kash-

and those using
thcm are also Kash-
miris. May God show
them the right path
and bring them out (of
drug menace). I am
happy that our police
are taking strong ac-
tion in this matter,

“I hope the police will
unmask those behind
it and take stringent
action against them.
But until the people of
Kashmir dont stand
against drugs, it will be
difficult to control the

problem.”

When told that the
government and  se-
curity agencies blame
Pakistan for pushing
narcotics into J-K, Ab-
dullah said the “peo-
ple of Kashmir were
responsible for de-
stroying themselves™.

“I dont know who
is to blame. But we
are responsible... We
Kashmiris are respon-
sible for destroying
ourselves. The prob-
lem with the drugs
nexus is that it in-
volves big money and
a lot many peoplc Un-
til we Kashmiris wake
up and fight this men-
ace, we will never be
able to overcome it,"
Abdullah said.

Army unveils monolith to pay
homage to ‘71 war heroes near
Indo-Pak border in Jammu

Jammu:
The Indian Army on
Tuesday unveiled a

monolith commemorat-
ing the historic victory
of its Chenab Brigade
in the 1971 war with Pa-
kistan near the Pargwal
border along the Line of
Control here, a defence
spokesman said.

The Chenab Brigade
under the aegis of the
Jammu-based  Tiger
Division  established
and inaugurated the
monolith as a testa-
ment to the bravery
and sacrifice displayed
by Indian soldiers in
the Battle of Phuklian
(Chenab enclave) in
Jammu and Kashmir,
the spokesman said.

He said the aim of
installing the mono-
lith is to educate the
border residents, es-
pecially the youth,
about the heroic vieto-
ry of the Indian Army
and the great valour of
its troops.

of

resources judici y.

The command

Chenab Brigade un-
veiled the monolith in
the presence of ex-ser-
ViCEl‘llEﬂ, comman-
dants and officers of
Border Security Force
(BSF), police person-
nel, civil administra-
tion representatives
and schoolchildren
from the border vil-
lage of Pargwal, the
spokesman said.

At the inaugural cer-
emony, the commander
of the Chenab Brigade
engaged with civilians
and veterans, encour-
aging them to strength-
en military-civil coop-
eration in facing future
challenges and threats.

The monolith named
‘Pargwal Parakram Pil-
lar” will serve as a per-
manent reminder of the
selfless sacrifice of our
soldiers, the spokes-
man said, adding that
it embodies the spirit
of nationalism and is
meant to inspire future
generations to reflect
upon the glorious past.




By Dr. Anil Singh

Rahul Gandhi, address-
ing the rally, invoked the
spirit of this historical
legacy. He emphasized
that the Congress par-
ty’s mission is aligned
with the aspirations of
the people of Mau, who
have long stood as torch-
bearers of social justice.

By Prof. Ripudaman Singh

Since the upcoming
budget for the financial
year 2025-26 is coming
against the backdrop
of slow domestic eco-
nomic growth, weaken-
ing currency and global
geopolitical  situation.
Hence, Govt. can fulfill
the peoples expectation
by boosting house hold
income, simplifying in-
direct taxes and increas-
ing the income tax limit.
We can keep the Indian
economy on the path of
speedy growth by main-
taining fiscal balance
and increasing develop-
ment and employment
through the provisions
of budget.
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Congress: Jai Bapu Jai Bhim & Jai
Samvidhan; A Legacy of Struggles for Justice

au, the site of to~
day's rally, holds
a  historieal  sig-

nificance that makes it a
fitting venue for & move-
ment centered on social
justice and constitutional
values. Situated in Madhya
Pradesh, a stute with deep
ties to Indis freedom
struggle und social reform
movements, Mau has of-
ten been a battleground for
ideological clashes and so-
cial change. The town has
been a hub for grassroots
maobilizations and progres-
sive initiatives, particalarly
in advocating for the rights
of marginalized communi-
ties, including Dalits, tribal
populations, und backward
classes.

Rahul Gandhi, addressing
the rally, invoked the -
it of this historical legacy.
He emphasized that the
Congress party's mission
is aligned with the as
tions of the people of Mau,
who have long stood as
torchbearers of social jus-
tice. By connecting the ral-
ly's purpose with the town’s
enduring spirit of equality
and resistance, Gandhi set
i tone of solidarity with the
people.

Ambedkar’s Vision and Its
Relevance in Today’s India

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, whose
v was at the
i Bapu Jai Bhim®
remains @ towering
figure in the fight for social
justice in India. As the prin-
‘cipal architect of the Indian
Constitution,  Ambedkar
envisioned a society where
liberty, equality, and fra-
ternity  would form  the
bedrock of national pro-
gress, His relentless efforts
to uplift Dalits and ensure
equal opportunities for all
a

, where
of caste and class
discrimination persist.

Rahul Gandhi, drawing on
Ambedkar's vision, point-

ed out the BIP's failure to
uphold these ideals, He
aceused the ruling party of
perpetuating  policies: that
exacerbate inequalit
the voices of
ged, “Dr.
s the tools
based on
. but
today, those very tools are
being dismantled,” Gan-
dhi said pledged
Congress’ commitment 10

One of the key promises

made during the rally was

the implementa
1]

Gandhi argued that w
accurate data on caste de-
mographics, policies aimed
at social justice would re-
main  incffect “How
can we ensure justice if we
donteven know who needs.
it the most?” he asked, reit-

v and eq-

sarfegs i dkar’s
dream of an inclusive India.

The Fight for Social Justi
A Continuing Battle

The rally also underscored
the long roud ahead in the
fight for social justice. With
caste-based diserimination,
economic inequalities; and
institutional  biases  still
prevalent, Gandhi empha-
sized the need for systemic
reforms.  He highlighted
Congress’ commitment to
initiatives like affirmative
action, robust education
policies, and comprehen-
sive welfare programs tar-
geted at Dalits, backward
classes, and minorities.

uity to governance through

this initiative.

Love as the Answer to Ha-
tred: Rahul Gandhi's Vision

A highlight of Rahul
Gandhi's speech was hi
now-iconic  phrase:
farat ke bazar mein mo-
habbat ki dukasn kholni
hai” (We must open shops
of love in the marketplace
of hatred). This resonated
decply with the audience,
us Gandhi contrasted the
polities of Jove and uni-
ty with what he called the
BJP’s divi i
ing tactics.
the BJP thrives on sowing
seeds of hatred among
communitics, wheretis

Congress stands for bring-
ing people together.

“This is not just a political
battle—it is a ‘moral one,”
Gandhi declared. He nrged
the peaple to reject the pol-
ities of hate and choose a
puth of compassion and in-
clusivity, aligning with the
values of Mabhatma Gandhi
and Dr. Ambedkar. "If we
want to build a strong and
prosperous India, we must
do so on the foundations of
love, equality, and justice,”
he added.

Mau: A Symbol of Resist-
ance and Hope

The choice of Mau as the
rally’s venue also served as
@ reminder of the town's
symbolic importance in the
larger marrative of social
justice. Over the decades,
Mau has witnessed various
movements  for  equality
and justice, with its peo-
ple actively participating
in efforts to chullenge op-
pressive structures. Rahul
Gandhi's rally aimed to re-
Jjuvenate this spirit, ealling
on the people of Mau to
lead the way in restoring

the prineiples enshrined in

Breaking Time
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By invoking the town's
historical lega Gandhi
sought to inspire a renewed
sense of purpose among

here to reclaim that lega-
¢y and build a future that
reflects the dreams of our
forefathers,” he said.

Conclusion: A Rally with a
Purpose

Rahul Gandhi's speech at
the “Jai Bapu Jai Bhim™
rally was not just a eritigue
of the BJP but a elarion
call for uction, By weaving
together the legacies of
Mahatma Gandhi and Dr.
Ambedkar, the historical
significance of Mau, and
Congress’ vision for u just
and inclusive India, Gan-
dhi sought to reassest his
party’s commitment to the
principles of democracy
and equality.

His promise to conduet a
caste census, defend con-
stitutional rights, and fight
for social justice resonated
with the audien did
his message of love and
unity in the face of hate.
For Congress, the rally
marked a pivotal moment
in its efforts to rebuild its

rassroots base and chal-
lenge the BIP's dominance
in India’s heartland.

As the crowd dispersed, the
echoes of Rahul Gandhi's
words—“Nafarat ke bazar
ki duknun

hope for a future built on
the foundations of equality,
compassion, and justice,
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Status of Indian economy and expectations
and suggestions for the upcoming budget

n February 1, the
Central  Govern-
ment will present

the Union Budget for
2025-26. US President
Donald Trump’s threats
of import duty hikes,
visa bans and other im-
migration  related ac-
tions, as well as capital
outflows due to a strong
dollar and rising fiscal
vields may be a matter of
concern. But the rupee
has stabilized somewhat
since mid-January. For
example, it has risen
from an all-time low of
86.7 to 86.2 against the
dollar, The upcoming
budget will present an
opportunity for the Cen-
tral Government to give
an important message
that India's develop-
ment road map is unwa-
vering, and the country
remains a profitable
place for both domestic
and global investors to
invest their capital. But
it is also necessary to
evaluate the State of Tn-
dian economy at present.

Currently, it is gen-
erally believed that the
growth rate of the econ-
omy is falling. But there
is also a perception that
the Indian economy
is the fastest growing
economy in the world,
growing between 6% -
7%. Other big economies
are growing at a slower
pace. For example, the
US is growing at 2.7%
and China at 4.9%. But it
is also true that in 2024,
the United States (at
rent prices) added USs
787 billien to its GDP
and China added USs
895 billion to its GDP.
On the other hand, the
Indian economy added
only, about USS$ 256 bil-
lion to its GDP. Itis clear
that the Indian economy

S
will have to continue
growing at an even fast-
er rate to keep pace with
the US and China. Since
this budget is coming
against the backdrop
of slow domestic eco-
nomic growth, weak-
ening currency, global
geopolitical  situation
(especially the Trump-
led US administration),
everyone has very high
expectations.  Accord-
ing to recent statements
from people, there are
some expectations from
the upcoming budget
like boosting household
income, simplifying in-
direct taxes, providing
capital loans to states on
certain conditions, pro-
moting MSME (Micro
and Small Enterprises)
and increasing the in-
come tax limit to at least
Rs. 10 lakhs,

It is a common opin-
ion that the growth rate
of urban consumer has
slowed down while the
rural economy has im-
proved in the financial
year 2024-25. There-
fore, there is a hiﬁh
expectation from the
government o increase
consumption, but this
is not right approach,
the government should

make efforts to im-
prove household in-
come growth instead

of consumption. Apart

from

reducing indirect taxes,
the construction sector
should be promoted, so
that workers from the
agricultural sector can
get work in the construc-
tion sector, apart from
this, inform sectors
like MSME should be
promoted. Therefore, it
is very important to pro-
vide assistance to micro
and small industries in
the budget.

It is clear that per-
sonal income rates are
high but the burden of
indirect taxes is more
extensive and onerous.
Based on the Central

Government's BrOss
tax figures, direct taxes
(personal and corpo-

rate income tax) now
account for 57% of total
taxes, yet the combined
share of the Central and
the states in indirect tax-
es is 60%, which is the
same as the decade ago.
Therefore, it is suggest-
ed that there is a dire
need to eliminate dou-
ble taxation on dividend
income. Apart from this,
the government should
also take other measures
to reduce indirect taxes
by reducing tax slabs to
simplify GST.

Recently, a worrying
trend in public finance
has emerged in the

area of welfare schemes.
Many states have an-
nounced  uncondition-
al monthly assistance
to various groups like
women, students and
unemployed without any
economic criteria. If the
states have the resourc-
e5 to announce welfare
schemes, it would be
beneficial for the Cen-
tre to provide capital
expenditure loans  to
the states with eertain
conditions. This policy
would help in instilling
fiscal discipline among
the states. But the Cen-
tre will have to show
courage to do so.

The government
needs to recognise its
limitations in encour-
aging corporate invest-
ment, with government
capital expenditure reg-
istering a CAGR of 16%
during FY 2019-20 to
2023-24 while domestic
investment grew by 12%.
The government must
therefore recognise that
the growing prominence
of stock markets and in-
dependent management
has reduced the ability
of policymakers to influ-
ence corporate invest-
ment. Itis imperative for
the government to ana-
lyse whether corporate
investment in India can
grow beyond the current
level with sustainability.

In a suggestion,
the CII believes that the
income tax rate on bank
deposits should be low-
er than the normal rate
because in the financial

ed in banks, which has
come down to 45.2% in
the financial year 2023-

24. The main reason for
this is that compared to
the stock market and
mutual funds etc., there
is low return as well as
tax levied on it. This
step will affect the elder-
ly and people who keep
their savings in the hanL.

Employment
generation 1s a key as-
pect of India's long-term
development  strategy.
The government should
make provisions in
the budget to promote
employment-oriented
sectors such as con-
struction, tourism and
textiles.

It is estimated
that the government
wants to keep its fiscal
deficit target at 4.9%
for the financial year
2025. The objective of
the budget should be
to keep the fiscal deficit
at such a level that the
central government can
be successful in reduc-
ing its debt. Thousands
of wishes have reached
the Finance Minister,
but how many of these
are fulfilled, will depend
on the state of the gov-
ernment treasury. The
signs so far are good, but
there are some concerns
on the development as-
pect. In this situation,
only such S can

9
|4
1|9

3
36 |7
2

3

7

THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

CHANGE

The biggest reason
why you should never
belong to anything be-
canse nothing belongs
to you. changing wi
the change brings a lot
of happiness and try-
ing to remain constant
brings a lot of pain. if
attachment is  natu-
ral so is the change, if
happiness is natural
s0 is the pain. One of
the happiest ways to
live the life is, to live
for nothing and die for
nothing, knowing the
change is beginning of
happiness, practicing
the change 1s finding
the happiness and ac-
cepting the change is
living in 1131]) eSS,
nothing ever will make
you anything because
everything  changes
from something to
nothing. it is net a
spiritual or philosoph-
ical talk, it is simply
a sensible talk. the
kinﬁdom of change

is from slums to
palace, from
ocean  to  cos-
mos, from life
to death, from
pure mode of
goodness

Dear Reader, If you
have any news or you
have any suggestion
regarding our news-
paper or you

any problem  with
any government de-
partment, you may
contact us on 24 hour
helpline ne- o120-
4225517, 4241284 for
Delhi & Ghazabad
(9582310372), for
Noida (9818999989),
Advertisement
(9818799941), Circula-
tion (08586925450)

be effective, which not
only provide relief to the
common man but also
help the economy to
gain momentum.
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to worst mode of bad-
ness. a friendship with
change will make you
king and enmity with
itwill make you beggar.

it is sad to see good
time changing, it's
sad to see good peo-
ple chnnginF. it’s sad
to see your loved ones
loving~ someone else,
it's sad to see your
friend becoming oth-
ers friend, it's sad to
see that nothing seems
, it's sad to see that
nothing remains the
same. change teaches
you not to be depend-
ent, change makes you
versatile, change keeps
you from being hostile,
change brings in you
some style.

Moral : change is a
boat that can take you
anywhere you wish,
constant is grave-
yard once you are
in, you are dead.

A
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Readers are recommend-
ed to make all necessary
enquiries and sock ap-
propriate advice before
action on any advertise-
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lished in this publication.
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lication is being sold
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person, a purchase of this
production is not for the
result of any action taken
on the basis of this work.
All disputes are subject to
the exclusive jurisdiction
of court and forums in
Delhi/New Delhi only.
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Can'’t accept export of raw materials, value
addition must happen in India: PM Modi

Bhubaneswar
rime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said he
cannot accept raw
materials getting exported
and finished productsbeing
shipped into the country,
asserting that value addi-
tions must happen in India.

Inaugurating the ‘Utkarsh
Odisha, Make in Odisha
Conclave’ in Bhubaneswar's
Janata Maidan, Modi said
he considers eastern India as
the growth engine of the
country, and the state plays
an important role in it

“The country’s develop-
ment is not possible only by
exporting raw materials.
Therefore, we are changing
the entire LLUQ)’N[&I" and
working with a new vision,
he said.

“The minerals are ex-
tracted here and exported to
some other country where
value addition is done and
finished products are then
sent back to India. This
trend is not acceptable to
Modi,” he added, citing the
example of the export of
marine products for pro-
cessing in other countries.

Urging all to recognise
the le]lcm,u. of the global
supply chain in a changing
world, the PM said India
cannot rely on fragmented
and import-based supply
chains.

“Instead, a robust supply
and value chain must be
built within India to min-
imise the impact of global
fluctuations. This respon-
sibility lies with both the

government and the indus-
try,” he said.

The PM said the mile-
stone of a USD 5 trillion
economy was not far away
for India.

He said India’s economy
rests on two major pillars —
the innovative service sector
and quality products.

“The potential for green
jobs is also growing signifi-
cantly. There is a need to
adapt to the demands and
requirements of the times.
India is focusing on green
technology and a green fu-
ture, including solar, wind,
hydro, and green hydrogen,
which will power the energy
security of a developed In-
dia,” he said.

The PM said the aspira-
tions of crores of people
were driving India's move-
ment on the path of devel-

opment.
“Today, India is moving

The PM said ASEAN
countries have blmwn in-

on a path of d
driven by the aspirations of
crores of people. This is an
era of AL However, the as-
piration of India, not just AL
is the power of our country.
Aspiration grows when the
needs of the people are ful-
filled. In the last decade,
the country has witnessed
the benefit of empowering
crores of people. Odisha
represents the same aspira-
tion,” he said.

Modi said the 21st centu-
ry is about connected in-
frastructure and multi-
modal connectivity.

“India is building spe-
cialised infrastructure at un-
precedented speed and
scale. It will make India a
great destination for invest-
ment,” he said.

CISF to establish first Mahila
Reserve Battalion in Nuh, Haryana

New Delhi

In a significant step to-
wards empowering women
in security forces, the Cen-
tral Industrial Security
Force (CISF) is set to es-
tablish its first Mahila Re-
serve Battalion in Nuh,
Haryana, said a press
statement on Tuesday.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) approved
the creation of 1,025 posts
for the battalion on No-
vember 11, 2024. Haryana
has allocated 50 acres of
land for the project, which
received MHA clearance
for its location plan on
January 24, 2025.

The battalion aims to
address the increasing de-
mand for women person-
nel in the Delhi NCR re-
gion, home to key CISF
units such as the Indira
Gandhi International Air-
port (IGI), Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC),

the Parliament House
Complex, and Central
Government Building Se-
curity. The upcoming Je-
war International Airport
will further elevate this
need.

With the battalion lo-
cated in Nuh, CISF will
ensure cost-effective and
rapid deployment of
trained women personnel
during high-alert situa-
tions. The facility will fea-
ture modern security
gadgets to meet evolving
operational requirements.

Additionally, CISF has
secured land at Indri vil-
lage in Nuh for relocating
its 1st Reserve Battalion,
currently stationed tem-
porarily at Barwaha, Mad-
hya Pradesh. The proxim-
ity of the two battalions
will enhance CISF's abili-
ty to secure sensitive in-
stallations across Delhi
NCR.

This dual establishment
in Nuh will streamline op-
erations, improve readi-
ness, and bolster CISF's
capability to address se-
curity needs efficiently.

In November 2024, in a
firm step towards realizing
Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi's vision of enhancing
women’s participation in
every field of nation-build-
ing, the government ap-
proved the establishment
of the first all- vu)men bat-
talion of the C

To be uu:‘cd as an elite
troop, the Mahila Battal-
ion will shoulder the re-
sponsibility of protecting
the nation’s critical infra-
structure, like airports and
metro rails, and providing
VIP security as comman-
dos. The strength of Mahi-
la Reserve Battalion is
1025 of different ranks
headed by Senior Mahila
Comman

terest in trade
ties with Odisha.

“Iconsider eastern India
as the growth engine of the
coutitry, with Odisha playing
a crucial role in this. Histo-
ry shows that during times
when India significantly
contributed to global
growth, eastern India also
made m\pnnz\nl contribu-
tions,” he sai

Modi said measures were
being taken to expand the
petrochemical sector in the
state, and dedicated indus-
trial parks and investment
regions were being devel-
oped in Paradip and
Gopalpur.

“T am confident that
Odisha will soon reach
heights of development that
no one has ever imagined,”

he said.

The PM said that research
and innovation were the
needs of the time.

“The government is work-
ing to build a vibrant ecosys-
tem for research and a spe-
cial fund has also been gen-
erated. Industries should
come forward and work
with the government,” he
said.

Asserting that Odisha has
immense tourism potential,
he said the state was an ex-
cellent destination to un-
derstand India, with its
thousands of years of her-
itage and history.

The state offers a unique
blend of faith, spirituality,
forests, mountains, and the
sea, he said.

“Today, the focus i wed in
India, heal in India. The
natural beauty of this place
is conducive for this,” he
said.

Noting the suecess of the
('A)]dp]a\ tour, hesaid India
has immense possibilities
inthe concert economy and
urged the state governments
and the private sector to in-
vest in creating the neces-
infrastructure and

“A country that has such
a rich heritage of music,
dance and storytelling and a
Tuge pool of youngsters who
are big consumers of con-
certs, there are many possi-
bilities in the concert econ-
omy. You have witnessed
that in the last 10 years, the
demand and trend for live
events have increased. Over
the last few days, vou must

have seen the beautiful pie-
tures of Caldplay concerts in
Mumbai and Ahmedabad.
This proves that there is a
massive scope for concerts
in India,” he said.

“Big artistes from around
the world are attracted to In-
dia. 1 expect the state and
the private sector to focus on
developing necessaryinfra-
structure and skills for the
concert economy,” he
added.

The PM said that next
month, India will host the
Waorld Audio Visual and En-
tertainment Summit for the
first time, and showcase the
country’s creative power to
the world

Highlighting that India
has significant potential for
conference tourism, the PM
said venues like Bharat
Mandapam and Yashob-
‘hoomi in Delhi were be-
coming major centres for
this. Industrialists like
Vedanta Group chairman
Anil Agarwal, Aditya Birla
Group chairman Kumar
Mangalam Birla, and Jindal

Visited Odisha nearly 30

times as PM:

Bhubaneswar
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday said that
he has visited Odisha near-
ly 30 times as the PM and
toured most of the state’s
districts.

Modi said this while ad-
dressing the Utkarsh
Odisha, Make In Odisha
Conclave, 2025 attended
by around 7,500 business
delegates from around the
country and abroad.

“I have great affection for
Qdisha. As a Prime Minis-
ter, I have visited Odisha
nearly 30 times. In inde-
pendent India, T am the
Prime Minister who has vis-
ited the state the most num-
ber of times,” he said.

Modi asserted that
Odisha is the most suitable
place for investment and it
plays a significant role in
building a developed India.

Stating that this is his
second visit to the state in
January this year, Modi said
the love and affection of
people has dragged him to
Odisha.

He highlighted that the
people have resolved to
build a prosperous state,
and the Union government

Steel and Power chairman  was providing all support to

Naveen Jindal werepresent  achieve this goal.

at the function. The Prime Minister ex-
Governor Kambh i pressed dence that the

Hari Babu, CM Mohan Cha-  investments made by all

ran Majhi, and Union min-
isters Dharmendra Prad-
Than, Jual Oram and Ashwi-
ni Vaishnaw were also pres-
ent.

The PM also inaugurated
the ‘Make in Odisha’ exhi-
bition, shuv'('asmg the

partners will elevate both
thur businesses and the

progress to new
hcigh!c

Modi also noted that
there were huge industrial
hubs, ports, trade hubs in
Eastern India and Odisha’s

state’s ach in de-
veloping an industrial
ecosystem.

partici in this was re-
markable.

“Odisha used to be an

Modi

“I have great af-
fection for
Odisha. As a
Prime Minister, |
have visited
Odisha nearly 30
times. In inde-
pendent India, |
am the Prime
Minister who has
visited the state
the most number
of times,” he
said.

important centre in South
Eastern Asian trade and the
ports were a gateway to In-
the Prime Minister

id.
Stating that Bali Yatra is
celebrated every year in
Odisha, he recalled the re-
cent visit of the President of
Indonesia to India.
“Indonesian President
told me that there were
probably traces of Odisha in
his DNA," Modi said
Including Tuesday's tour,
Modi visited Odisha five
times in eight months. Ear-
lier, he came to
Bhubaneswar to attend the
swearing-in ceremony of
the BJP government led by
Mohan Charan Majhi on
June 12 last year and to
Taunch the women empow-
erment scheme-Subhadra
on September 17. He also
inaugurated the DGF/IGP
conference on November
30 and Pravasi Bharativa
Diwas on January 9.

SC seeks Centre’s response on plea by non-believer
Muslim woman for Succession Act over Sharia law

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday sought a response
from the Centre on a peti-
tion filed by a non-believer
Muslim woman secking to
be governed by the Indian
Succession Act, 1925, in-
stead of the Muslim Per-
sonal Law (Sharia Law) re-
garding inheritance.

Abenchled by Chief Jus-
tice of India San;j atina,
along with Justices Sanjay
Kumar and Kv
Viswanathan, directed the
Central government to file
its response within four
weeks. The matter was post-
ed for hearing in the first
week of May.

During the hearing, So-
licitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the
Centre, explained that the
petitioner, who has only one
daughter, wants to bequeath
her entire property to her

daughter. However, under
Sharia law, she would be
allowed to bequeath only
50 per cent of her property.
“She wants the benefit of the
Indian Succession Act, the
secular law,” Solicitor Gen-
eral said.

Last year, the Supreme
Court issued a notice to the
Centre and the State of Ker-

75 yrs of SC: A true people’s court, embodies
aspirations of 1.4 billion, says CJI Sanjiv Khanna

New Delhi
On a ceremonial bench
marking 75 years of the
Supreme Court, Chief Jus-
tice of India Sanjiv Khanna
said it was a “true people’s
court” that evolved into the
world’s most vibrant apex
court, embodying the aspi-
rations of 1.4 billion people.

“What beganin1950as a
successor to the federal
court, has evolved into per-
haps the world’s most vi-
brant and dynamic apex
court, one that truly em-
bodies the aspirations and
diversity of 1.4 billion Indi-
ans. What sets our Supreme
Court apart on the global
stage is its unique character
as a true people’s court,” he
said.

The apex court came into
existence on January 26,
1950 when the Constitution
came into force and was i
augurated on January 2
1950.

Ttinitially functioned from
the old Parliament House

and moved its functioning to
the present building on Tilak
Marg in 1958.

Justice Khanna said 75
vears aftér the constitution-
al journey began, the
Supreme Court stood trans-
formed, yet anchored in its
foundational mission.

“This transformation re-
flects a decper recognition —
that justice must be both
principled and pract In
doing so, it makes the con-
stitutional promise of justice
—social, economic, and po-

litical — a living realif
millions of Indians,” he said.

While the apex court’s
journey reflected remark-
able evolution in rights and
reach, three challenges de-
manded attention, said the
CI.

“Firstly, the weight of ar-
rears which continues to
delay justice. S
mounting costs of
threatens true accessibili-
ty. Thirdly, and perhaps
most fundamentally — jus-
tice cannot thrive where and

when falsehood is prac-
tised,” shared CJ1 Khanna.

The challenges marked
the next frontier in the pur-
suit for justice, he said

The CJI was a part of the

ceremonial bench assem-
bled to mark the diamond
jubilee year of the Supreme
Court,
CJI Khanna said the apex
court remained accessible to
the public and in its diversity
of the judges in these court-
rooms, the multitude of
voices found representation
at the highest level of our ju-
diciary.

Referring to the journey of
75 years, he said each
decade of the court’s ju-
risprudence served asa mir-
ror to our nation’s chal-
lenges with several land-
mark judgements.

“What emerges is not an
unmoving structure carved
from sandstone, but a living,
breathing institution. It has
been responsive to the con-
science of our democracy,

adapting and evolving to
embrace the complexities
of each era while remaining
rooted in the bedrock of
constitutional vales,” said
the CJL.

While terming the first
decade of 1950s as “sunrise
years”, he said the second
decade of 1960s was “vears
of anchorage as well as dis-
covery”.

The CJ1 termed the 1970s
and 8os as “years of turbu-
lence leading the waytoso-
cial justice and equality ju-
risprudence”,

“The 1990s ushered inan
era where the Supreme
Court not only remained
vigilant in protecting indi-
vidual rights but also
stepped in to address leg-
islative and executive gaps,”
added the CJI.

Justice Khanna said the
two decades of the 21st cen-
tury stood a testament to the
apex court’s evolving role in
our constitutional frame-
work.

ala regarding the petition.

The petition was filed by
a Kerala-based woman,
Safiya PM, who stated that
she is a non-believer Muslim
and, therefore, should be
governed by the Indian Suc-
cession Act, 1925, with re-
spect to inheritance, instead
of the Muslim Personal Law
(Sharia Law). She claimed

that her father is a non-
practicing Muslim but has
not officially renounced the

ousted from the communi-
ty and is thereafter not en-
titled to any inheritance
rights in parental property,
the petition said.

The petition further stat-
ed that under Sharia law, a
Muslim individual cannot
bequeath more than one-
third of their property viaa
will.

The petitioner noted that
her father cannot bequeath
more than one-third of his
property to her, with the
remaining two-thirds going
to her brother, who suffers
from Down’s syndr ome.

Itwas also stated that the
petitioner has a daughter,
and after her death, the en-
tire property will not pass on

to her daughter, as her fa-
ther’s brothers will also have
a claim.

“The absence of any pro-
vision for having the inher-
itance rights, even after leav-
ing the religion, puts the
citizen in a dangerous situ-
ation as neither the secular
laws of the State nor the
religious laws would pro-
tect her. As per Sharia law,
one who has left Islam will
lose her inheritance rights.
It is the prayer of the peti-
tioner that she should be
govemed by the provisions
of the Indian Succession
Act, 1925, the petition stat-
ed.Additionally, the peti-
tioner strongly believes that
practices under Sharia law

e “highly diseriminatory
towards Muslim women,”
and therefore, violate the
fundamental rights guaran-
teed under the Indian Con-
stitation.

Congress questions BJP govt over steps
announced to normalize relatlons with China

New Delhi

The Congress on Tuesday
questioned the steps an-
nounced by the Ministry of
External Affairs like the
agreement on the resump-
tion of Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra and direct flights with
China, saying the Naren-
dra Modi government has
not yet satisfactorily ex-
plained to the country why
this is the right time to nor-
malize relations with Bei-
Jjing.

In a statement, Congress
General Secretary in-charge
of Communications Jairam
Ramesh reiterated the ques-
tions that his party had
asked the government ear-
lier, saving they must be
answered before normal-
ization with China can be at-
tempted.

“Will Indian troops be
able to patrol up to our
claim line in Depsang to
five patrolling points past
the Bottleneck junction as
they were able to earlier?
Will our troops be able to
reach the three patrolling
points in Demchok that

have remained out of
bounds for more than four
years? Will our soldiers con-
tinueto be restricted to Fin-
ger 3 in Pangong Tso when
earlier they could go as far
as Finger 8 ?,” he ques-
tioned.

The Congress MP also
asked whether our patrols
permitted to access the
three patrolling points in
the Gogra-Hot Springs area
that they could earlier goup
to and will Indian graziers
once again be given the right
to aceess traditional grazing
grounds in Helmet Top,
Mukpa Re, Rezang La,
Rinchen La, Table Top and
Gurung Hl]'l in Chushul.

“Are the ‘buffer zones’ that

our government ceded to the
Chinese, which included the
site of a memarialin Rezang
La to war hero and posthu-
mous Param Vir Chakra
awardee Major Shaitan
Singh, now a thing of the
past?,” Ramesh questioned.

He stated that the Con-
gress party notes the an-
nouncement by the Modi
government of normalisa-
tion of ties with China at a
time when there are still
many unanswered questions
about the disengagement
agreement of 21st October
2024.
“New Delhi and Beijing
have agreed to restore com-
mercial and cultural tes in-
cluding direct flights between
the two capitals, resumption
of the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra, liberalised visa regime
and other measures follow-
ing the recent Bef isi
the Foreign Secretary. The
Modi government has notyet
satisfactorily explained to
the country why ths is lhe

th‘

Congress leader said.




Widow mother
of 4 gets
lecturership
by order of
Rajasthan HC

Jaipur:

The Rajasthan High
Courl has ordered the
appointment of a wid-
ow having four children,
overruling the norm
that limits the number
of children to two for
the appointment of a
widow as a lecturer in
the school education de-
partment.

The bench of Justice
Samir Jain while dis-
posing of the petition
filed by Sunita Dhawan,
a widow and mother of
four children, held that
if a widow mother with
more than two children
can be given an appoint-
menl on compassion-
ate grounds, then why
should a widow mother
of four, who has quali-
fied for the appointment
on merit by clearing the
recruitment  examina-
tion for school lecturers
conducted by the RPSC,
be denied the job?

The petitioner, a wid-
ow and mother of two
girls and two boys (one
specially abled) from
the Scheduled Caste cat-
egory, secured merit in
the school lecturer re-
cruitment exam in 2018.
However, she was de-
nied a posting for being
the mother of more than
two children.

The judge held that
given the petitioner's
responsibility to care
for her four children,
this court finds itself
duty-bound  to order

Akhilesh Yadav
calls for harmony,
tolerance,

and improved
facilities at
Mahakumbh

Lucknow:
Samajwadi Parly pres-
ident  Akhilesh Yadav
has emphasized that
Mahakumbh, a once-in-
144-years event, is a rare
occasion in a lifetime
and should inspire reso-
lutions for harmony and
tolerance.

“In life, we encoun-
ter streams of thoughts
coming from various
directions, Like the con-
fluence of rivers at the
Sangam, we should fos-
ter positive interactions
throughout life. The
Triveni of harmony and
tolerance should be ex-
perienced by everyone
during Mahakumbh,” he
stated.

Mr Yadav also stressed
that the focus of Ma-
hakumbh should be on
providing  exceptional
systems and facilities,
not on accommodating
VIPs. Highlighting the
challen%et: faced by pil-
grims, he remarked on
issues such as inade-
quate transportation ar-
rangements despite the
availability of buses.

“These inconveniences
should not be treated
as surprises but as op-
portunities for improve-
ment. Efforts must be
made on a war footing
to enhance facilities for

pilgrims,” he urged.
Criticizing the BJP
government, Mr. Ya-

dav said, "Mahakumbh
should not be used as a
platform for self-promo-
tion. It should be seen as
an_opportunity o pro-
vide selfless service so
that spiritual travelers
seeking peace can com-
plete their j journey with-
out struggle.

He further called for
a humane approach to-
wards the officers and
employees  managing
the event, ensuring their
proper rest, food, and
water so that the system
operates smoothly.

Despite a budget of
210,000 crore allocat-
ed for Mahakumbh, Mr.
Yadav pointed out that
essential facilities, such
as sufficient toilets and
clean water, are lacking.
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Mahakumbh witnesses unprecedented
rush for Wednesday’s Maum Amavasya

__Mahakumbh Nagar:
| sea of devotees
thronged
Mahakumbh
Mela area on the eve of
the auspicious Mauni
Amavasya and (he main
bathing day on Tuesday.
In the world’s largest
human  congregation,
arpund 40 million peo-
ple have taken a dip in
the Sangam on Tuesday
alone, taking the to-
tal number of pilgrims
attending this Maha-
kumbh to 170 million.
The second and the
most important Amrit
snan of the 13 akharas
will commence at 5 am
on Wednesday and will
continue till evening .
‘The saints and naga sad-
hus of these akharas will
bathe in a special ghat
where common people
would not be allowed.
Sources say the 15
km area of the Sangam
region is a jam packed
since early morning on
Tuesday so much so
that there is no place
to set foot. Roads and
streets are all packed. In
the photos taken from
drones, pilgrims seemed
like crawling. Devotees
were forced to walk up
to 20 km to take a dip in
Sangam which is taking
5-6 hours to reach the
ghat. The police have

barricaded  places to
control the crowd.

The ADG and the DM
are  constantly moni-
toring the proceedings
but the pressure of the
crowds at the confluence
is increasing with the
devotees coming from
all directions. Shastri
Bridge, Nag Vasuki Road,
Jhunsi Road along with
Triveni Marg, Kali Marg
are all jam packed with
head-to-head people.

Authorities have al-
ready banned entry of

four-wheelers in the city
as well as in the Mela
area.

In view of the Mauni
Amavasya bath, 5,000
additional forces have
been deployed from to-

y. This police force
will be deployed on the
boundaries of the city
besides various inter-
sections, It includes traf-
fic police and civil po-
licemen. Duty of about
10,000 policemen has
been imposed on the
boundaries of the city.

Experience ‘Samudra Manthan’
on Mauni Amavasya

“The sacred xacred M‘nnl Snan
of Mauni Amavasya, the
most significant festival
ol Mahakumbh and a
cornerstone of the Sana-
tan faith, will take place
on Wednesday (January

29).

is year, a rare ce-
lestial alignment called
“Triveni Yog', occurring
after 144 years, ampli-
fies the spiritual signifi-
cance of the day.

According to astrolo-
gers, “Triveni Yog', akin
to the Samudra Man-
than Yog, will begin on
Tuesday, January 28,
at 2:35 PM and last till
7:25 AM on February 8.
During this period, bath-
ing at the guly Triveni
Sangam is believed to
bestow virtues equiva-
lent to performing a Sa-
hastra Vajpayee Yagya
or a hundred Ashvamed-
ha Yagyas.

The scriptures  de-
scribe bathing in the
Sangam on  Mauni
Amavasya as Moksha-
dayak (granting libera-
tion).

Astrologers  suggest
that devotees can bathe
at any ghat at their con-
venience, without focus-
ing on specific Yogas or
Nakshatras, and still re-

ceive the same spiritual
benefits as a Sangam
bath.

This rare ‘Triveni Yog’
oceurs due to the Sun,
Moon, and Mercury
aligning in  Capricorn,
with Jupiter casting its
ninth aspect. This con-
figuration mirrors the
cosmic dynamies of the
Samudra Manthan pe-

riod.

Astrologer H K Shuk-
la  from  Prayagraj
highlights that Mauni
Amavasya Tithi will start
at 7:32 PM on January
28 and end at 6:05 PM
on January 29, with
Brahma Muhurta (the
pre-dawn  hours) be-
ng the most auspicious

time for bathing.

Mauni Amavasya
derives its mame from
observing silence and
fasting on this day,
symbolising inner pu-
rification, Devotees
are advised to bathe at
any convenient ghat or
Sangam (mix) of Ganga
water with regular water
for the same spiritual
benefits as a Triveni
Sangam bath.

The day is also auspi-
cious for ancestors, as
well as for peace rituals,
charity, and worship, es-
pecially during Brahma
Muhurta and other fa-
vourable times like Am-
rit and Shubh Chaugh-
adiya.

Besides , 4000 addi-
tional police forces along
with several companies
of PAC, Rs RF and
SDRF have been de-

fair administra-
tion and the police have
intensified safety meas-
ures (o ensure a secure
and comfortable experi-
ence for them. Devotees
have also been urged to
remain vigilant, steer
clear of rumors, and re-
port concerns promptly.

A dedicated team com-

Lions Club
to provide

Akash Jain/ Rajesh

Tomar

Agra:
Women [from  poor
financial section of

sociely were provid-
ed ration and other
homely assistance al a
programme organised
by the Lions Club of
Prayas on Tuesday.

The program was
inaugurated by Dr.
Ranjana Bansal and
SP Sarin of Lions
Club district. Bansal
praised the efforts to
help needy women.
Lions Club of Prayas
tried to provide both
self-reliance and sup-
port to women.

The Spice House run
by Aakanksha Samiti
at Khandari, 50 poor
women were  provid-
ed one month’s ration,
blankets and  food
packets for their fam-
ilies,

Chairman Ashu
Mittal said that, “The
Spice House” is run by
Aakanksha Samiti, an
organization of wives
of IAS-PCS officers.

The spices, mathri
etc. available here are
made with purity by
poor women. Along
with encouraging and
helping those women,

The second and the

and will continue till
evening .

prising fair police, traffic

police, and specialized
doctors has been de-
ployed around the clock
Lo assist devolees in case
of emergencies.

Senior  Superinten-
dent of Police, Maha-
kumbhnagar, Rajesh
Dwivedi, stated, “Ro-
bust arrangements have
been made for the sec-
ond Amrit Snan of Ma-
hakumbh, especially for
Mauni Amavasya.”

He urged devolees to
cooperate with the po-
lice, remain cautious,
and seek assistance. The
police and administra-
tion are available 24/7
to support the devotees
at Mahakumbh.

The police have also
issued special instruc-
tions to the pilgrims for
their safety.

Meanwhile, the Uttar
Pradesh overnment
has deployed over 1,000
medical personnel at the
Mahakumbh Mela to en-
sure devotees’ safety and
health.

Himachal Pradesh
Forms Carbon Credit
Panel for Revenue

Shimla:

The Himachal Pradesh
government has consti-
tuted a Carbon Credit
Committee to explore
various aspecls of the
carbon market and gen-
erate additional revenue
or the state

The ten-member
committee under the
Chairmanship of Addi-
tional Chiel Secretary,
Forests, will study
the existing Interna-
tional and domestic
carbon market in or-
der to develop sector
specific study for the
state, Chief Minis-
ter Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

The initiative seeks
to enhance the capac-
ity of the state govern-
ment in identifying,
developing and imple-
menting carbon credit
projects, he said and
added that the com-
mittee will also work
to identify the poten-
tial carbon credit pro-
jects in collaboration
with various govern-
ment departments.

Sukhu said that the
committee would also
provide recommenda-
tions for re-aligning
the new and existing
schemes and pro-

]
he said and added
that the committee
will also work to
identify the potential
carbon credit projects
in collaboration with
various

grammes to maximize
the benefits of carbon
credils beside: y
ing best practices and
the successful projects
implemented in India
across other states to
analyze their strate-

gies,

Additionally, it will
assist in framing a
state climate policy
and related frame-
works for carbon cred-
its. The Departments
would be guided in
formulating  projects
to secure carbon cred-
its, while the commit-
tee will help to develop
procedures for engag-
ing project developers,
consultants,  buyers,
traders, the statement
added.

Furthermore, it
would also arrange
regular interaction
with administrators of
Indian Carbon Market
and other Internation-
al carbon standards.

of Prayas organised a programme
financial assitant to needy women
waTEn weY T A

BY

a month's ration and
blankets were provid-
ed to 50 poor women.

d that 25 wom-

=a
Aparna Poddar @
Dr. Saroj Prasha

that spices, mathri ete,

es

en were identified by
Leaders Agra and 25
women were identified
by Ek Pahal Pathshala.

Dr. Ranjana Bansal
praised the event and
said that service was
done by women for
women. An effort was
made by Lions Club
Prayas to provide both
sell}re]iance and sup-
port to women. Dr.
Qthdchini Paliwal,

are available with 100
percent purity in The
Spice House.

On this occasion

Lions Club Prayas’
founder president
Sanjeev  Mittal, sec-

retary Manish Bansal,
Dr. Parinitha Bansal,
Dr. Sandeep Agarw-
al, Dr. Parul Agarwal,
Nutan, Mayuri Mittal,
Neetu, Pad
na, Abha, Gari

LRI )
AKANKSHA AGRA

ana, Ashu Jain, Love-
y Kathuria, Sangeeta,
Sheena, Reshma, Ru-
pali, Shivangi, Neeti,
Sanjana, Rachna, Vib-
ha, Priya, Rekha etce
were present.

President Ashu Mit-
tal, Subhashini Paliw-
al, Aparna Poddar, Dr.
Saroj Prashant, Man-
ish Bansal, Sanjeey
Mittal ete. providing
ration and blankels
to poor women in the
Annadaan Mahadaan
program organized by
Prayas,

Those infamous for appeasement politics
now taking dip at Triveni Sangam: Adityanath

Lucknow:
In an obvious attack on
Samajwadi Party (SP)
chief  Akhilesh ~ Yadav,
Uttar  Pradesh  Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-
yanath, without naming
anyone, said on Tues-
day that even those i
famous for their poli-
lies of appeasement are
now taking a dip at the
Triveni Sangam.

He, however, added
that it will be a mistake
to expect that those who
have never respected the
faith of India will respect
the faith in Sanatan
Dharma.

Speaking at the Ma-
hakumbh Samagam
organised by Times
Now-Navbharat, ~ Adit-
vanath said, “I am
pleased that those who
once disrespected In-
dia’s faith and were

infamous for their ap-
peasement polities are
now eager to take a dip
at the holy Sangam of
the Ganga, Yamuna and

4 - 2
mythical Saraswati to
seek ‘punya’ (virtue),”

Responding to a ques-
tion on whether op-
position parties have

Cilli >
appreciated his govern-
ment's organisation of
the d Maha Kumbh,
the chief minister said,
“Prayagraj belongs to

everyone and faith tran-

scends all.”
He added that the
growing  parlicipation

of people in the Maha
Kumbh from diverse po-
litical ideologies demon-

strates  the enduring
influence of Sanatan
Dharma.

Adityanath's remarks
came after Yadav took
a dip at the Sangam on
Sunday.

The SP chief also ad-
vised Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders to
visit the Kumbh with
“sahanshilta” (patience).

Asked if opposition
leaders  joining  the
Kumbh is a victory for
Sanatan Dharma, Adit-
vanath said, “This is not

uestion of victory or
defeat. Tt is a testament
to the eternal presence
and power of Sanatan

Dharma, which contin-
ues to thrive and inspire.”

He, however, add-
ed that “to expect that
those who have never
respected the faith of In-
dia will respect the faith
in Sanatan Dharma will
be a mistake”.

“Those who did not
believe in Sanatan and
only did appeasement
were not only forced
to take a dip but were
also forced to install
the statues of their stal-
warts (at the Sangam)
to show that this is also
a place, it also has im-
portance. If we ignore
this faith, then this
faith will ignore who
k]num how many peo-

SP workers have in-
stalled the statue of
party founder Mulay-
am Singh Yadav at the

Sangam. Akhilesh Ya-
dav had garlanded his
father’s statue after tak-
ing a bath at the Sangam.

Highlighting the mas-
sive turnout, Adityanath
shared that in the last
15 days, more than 16
crore  devotees have
taken a holy dip at the
Maha Kumbh.

“By the conclusion
of the Kumbh on Feb-
ruary 26, the number
is expected to surpass
the population of the
third-largest  country
in the world,” the chief
minister said.

Adityanath expressed
optimism  that this
Maha Kumbh would
be remembered as a
confluence of faith and
modernity, leaving an
indelible mark on the
state’s _cultural and
spiritual identity.
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Can be fined or
arrested: UK
cautions against
satellite phone

use in India

London:

UK tourists travelling
to India have been
warned about carry-
ing certain phones
and GPS devices after
several British citizens
were arrested.

The Foreign Office
issued an alert to trav-
ellers on January 27
after receiving reports
of holidaymakers be-
ing detained for bring-
ing restricted items
into the country. The
incidents involved
people that were found
to be carrying satellite
phones or GPS devie-
es. Tourists who are
caught doing so with-
out a licence can be
fined or arrested.

The Foreign Office
said: "It is illegal to
possess and operate
satellite phones and
GPS devices in India
without a licence, even
if you are only trans-
iting through India.
This may also cover
other satellite-ena-
bled devices, including
handheld or cycling
GPS.

"You can be fined or
arrested for posses-
sion of these devices
without  permission
and the item can be
confiscated. A number
of British nationals
have been arrested or
detained for bringing
satellite phones and
other satellite-enabled
navigational devices
into the country with-
out prior permission.”

E-cigarettes and
related products are
also banned, cannot
be purchased in India
zmlf) cannot be brought
into the country.
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Jaishankar says India sees Middle East
region as 'crucial passage to world beyond'

Abu Dhabi:

xternal Alffa

Minister 8. Jais-

hankar on Tuesday
highlighted the signif-
icant expansion of In-
dia-Middle East engage-
ment driven by strong
trade, connectivity, and
people-to-people linkag-
es, saying India sees the
Middle East as a crucial
passage to the world be-
yond.

Addressing the inau-
gural session of Raisina
Middle East here, Jais-
hankar said the Middle
East region, which India

West Asia, is eru-
cial to India's strategic
interests. The country's
trade in the Gulf region
amounts to about USD
160 to USD 180 billion.

"Our presence in the
Gulf is both pervasive
and crucial. More than 9
million Indians live and
work here, but the Gulf
also serves as a gateway
to the MENA region and
the  Mediterranean,”
Jaishankar said, adding
this larger LeogTaphv is
a very critical connec-
tion between the Tndian
Ocean and the Atlantic.

"And as our history

underlines, there is a
symbiotic  relationship
between us. We cer-
tainly have stakes that

but increasingly, India
also has contributions
to make that would in-
fluence the direction of

airs sta
ment quoted Jaishankar
as Sﬂ\"l ng.

"Our annual trade
with the Mediterranean,
incidentally, is another
USD 80 billion, and the
Indian diaspora there is
close to half a million,"
the minister said, add-
ing that India's projects
in the region include
airports, ports, railway
phosphates, green h;
drogen, steel and sub-
marine cables,

Jaishankar
endeavours of | E:
the Middle East can be
projected further into
Africa, Europe, the
casus, and Central A:

'Perhaps there is
no domain that has a
stronger case for such
plurilateral cooperation
than that of connectiv-
ity... Maritime security
and safety is another is-

sue where understand-
ings and mechanisms
will have to step in to fill
global deficits.

Jaishankar said the
two regions, long con-
nected by the flow of
people, have a common
interest in the emer-
gence of a global work-
place.

“This is all the more
necessary when new in-
dustries like semicon-
ductors or electric mo-
bility seour the world
for skills and talent. The
Gulf, in particular, has
been a trendsetter in this
regard. As Middle East-
ern nations themselves
explore emerging and
critical  technologies,
as they full 3 exploit the
current and future en-
ergy potential, they will
surely utilize the eurrent
foundation of goodwill
and experience to bol-
ster their capabilities,”
he said.

Jaishankar said the
Middle East is an ex-
tended neighbourhood
with which India has ful-
ly reconnected, and New
Delhi needs to deepen
its engagement with the
region.

Sri Lanka ends ban
on vehicle imports

Colombo:
Cash-strapped Sri Lan-
ka has officially lifted
the ban on the vehicle
import which was put
in place in 2020 to ease
the pressure on foreign
exchange reserves due
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, authorities said
on Tuesday.

This will be with ef-
fect from February 1.
President Anura Ku-
mara Dissanayake has
issued a gazette dated
January 24 which end-
ed the ban on vehicle
imports imposed in
early 2020 with the
COVID outbreak. The
ban was continued
when Sri Lanka suf-
fered its economie cri-
sis triggered by forex
shortage.

In April 2022, Sri
Lanka declared its
first-ever debt default.

Commenting on
the lifting of the im-
port ban the Cabinet
spokesman and minis-
ter Nalinda Jayathissa
said only trucks, buses
and double cabs would
be allowed in the first
phase.

President Dissan-
ayake said last week

that the government
would allocate USD
1.2 billion for vehicle
imports for the first
phase.

In 2019, before the
ban came into force
the island had spent
USD 1.4 billion for ve-
hicle imports.

“We will be wary of
maintaining the dollar
reserves”, Jayathissa
said.

“We will keep watch-
ing the reserves while
trying to raise gov-
ernment revenue. So
at which tax these
imports would come
would be soon an-
nounced”.

Having entered the
IMF bailout the is-
land’s  economy was
turned around and
the current levels
of 6 billion reserves
were reached aided
by stringent austerity
measures.

According to the IMF
bailout and its rig-
id reform regime Sri
Lanka has to achieve
given targets for main-
taining the reserves to
avoid another balance
of payments crisis as
the one in 2022,

Pakistan's Senate passes bill amid protest by opposition, media

Islamabad:

Pakistan's Senate or the

upper house on Tuesday
passed the controversial
cyberspace laws amidst
protest by the opposi-
tion and the media.

The Prevention of
Electronic Crimes
(Amendment) Bill 2025
or Peca laws was moved
by Minister for Indus-
tries and Production
Rana Tanveer Hussain,
days after its approval
by the lower house.

s
The amendment adds
Section 26(A) to the

orlgmal Peca Act of 2016
to penalise perpetrators

of “fake news” online,
by providing that any-
one who intentionally
spreads, displays, or
transmits false informa-
tion likely to cause fear,
panic, or unrest in soci-
ety may face up to three
years imprisonment, a
fine of up to Rs 2 million,
or both.

The bill now awaits
President Asif Ali Zard-
ari's assent to become
law.

The changes add a

key provision for the es-
tablishment of a Digital
Rights Protection Au-
thority (DRPA) tasked
with regulating social
media platforms and
removing unlawful con-
tent.

The DRPA will have
powers to investigate
complaints, remove con-
tent, and enforce digital
ethics. The amendments
also redefine social me-
dia platforms and man-
date compliance from

social media companies,
which may require reg-
istering and appointing
local representatives.

‘While supporters be-
lieve the amendments
are essential to com-
bat fake news and hate
speech, critics warn of
potential censorship and
misuse.

The Senate passed the
bill despite protests by
the opposition Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)
party and journalists.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Senate, Shibli
Faraz, spoke out against
it, highlighting that the
laws were made to pro-
tect people while the
purpose of the said bill
was “to target a specific
political party”.

“When a new law is
introduced, its intent is
scrutinised. ~ Whether
it’s social media or any
other medium, it should
operate within specific
boundaries,” Faraz said.

Road Accident Fatality
Rate Concerns in India: IRF

road accidents
place in school zones,
including colleges, in
the country in the year
2024, the Internation-
al Road Federation
(IRF) said on Tuesday
and expressed cau-
tion about increasing
number of road acei-
dents.

Addressing an event
organised by IRF,
the Ministry of Road
Transport and High-
ways Director General
(Road Development)
& Special Secretary D
Sarangi said despite
the road safety audit
at all stages of Na-
tional Highways the
national fatality rate
is not coming down.

"As per the latest
year 2024 electron-
ic Detailed Accident
Report (e-DAR), out
of total 5.7 lakh road
accidents in the coun-
try, 4.6 per cent road
accidents took place
in the school zones
including colleges,"
IRF said in a state-
ment.

On calculation, 4.6
per cent of 5.7 lakh
amounts to 26,220.

'DAR' in the con-
text of road accidents
stands for 'Detailed

—___NewD —
Markets regulator Sebi
on Tuesday said it has
developed a web-based
portal for submission
of preliminary and fi-
nal root cause analysis
(RCA) reports of tech-
nical glitches by stock
exchanges and other
market infrastructure
institutions (MIIs).
The new portal - In-
tegrated SEBI Portal
for Technical Glitches
(iSPOT) -- is aimed
at streamlining the
reporting process

Accident Report' re-
fers to a compre-
hensive document

detailing the circum-
stances of a road ac-
cident, usually filled
out by the police at
the scene, and in the
Indian system, the
'e-DAR' refers to an
electronic version of
this report, allowing
for faster data collee-
tion and analysis to
improve road safety
initiatives.

Sarangi said the
major cause of road
accidents in the coun-
try is high speed, the
higher the speed the
more the accidents.

As mobility is the
concern, the Ministry
of road transport and
Highways (MoRTH)
is increasing the de-
sign speed of the
roads in the country,
he added.

Sarangi also said
road safety audit is
being mandated at
every stage of road
construction  includ-
ing the operational
stage but still road ac-
cidents are rising.

"Either our auditors
are not capable or
consultants are not as
serious... So, the fa-

tality rate is not com-
ing down," he added.

Sebi Launches iSPOT Portal for Reporting Technical

\

of technical glitches

FICCI Urges Tax Review
for Growth & Demand

New Delhi:

head  of  the
Budget, a major-
ity of the mem-

bers surveyed by FICCI
favoured review of the
direct tax structure with
a view to spur demand
and boost growth.

A re-look at the slabs
and the tax rates is war-
ranted as this could
leave more money in
the hands of people and
spur consumption de-
mand in the economy,
FICCI said.

The current round
of FICCI's Pre-budget
2025-26 survey was
conducted between late
December 2024 and
mid-January 2025. The
survey drew responses
from over 150 compa-
nies spanning across di-
verse sectors, offering a
comprehensive  insight
into India Inc's senti-
ments amid moderating
economic growth.

The surveyed mem-
bers expect that the
country's GDP growth
will be 6.5-6.9 per cent
in  2025-26 financial
vear beginning March.

Respondents also

.
across MIls as well as

UNION
BUDGET
2025-26

called for a strong pol-
iey push on simplifying
the tax regime, incen-
tivizing the develop-
ment of green technol-
ogies/renewables and
EVs, and easing com-
pliances through digiti-
zation.

On the taxation front,
providing tax certainty,
addressing custom duty
inversion, and ration-

creating a centralized

alization of TDS provi-
sions were highlighted
as important themes by
the participants.

The participants also
showed suipun for an
amnesty scheme under
customs, with 54 per
cent favouring its intro-
duction to enable swift
resolution of disputes.

According to the sur-
vey, the government's

repository of technical
glitches.

Presently, the MIls
-- stock exchanges,
clearing corporations
and depositories --
are required to report
information about
technical glitches and
submit the Root Cause
Analysis (RCA) reports
to Sebi on a dedicated
email ID .

In its circular, the
regulator said, "The
preliminary and RCA
report of technical
glitch shall be shared

commitment to fiscal
consolidation has put
the country in good
stead as the partici-
pants expect the gov-
ernment to remain on
that course.

About 47 per cent of
participants  expected
the government to meet
the fiscal deficit target
of 4.9 per cent for FY
2024-25 and another

by the MIT with Sebi
through a dedicated
web-based portal of
SEBI viz. iSPOT".

This  would  help
to improve the data
quality, traceability
of historical submis-
sions related to tech-
nical glitches at the
end of Sebi and MIIs,
system-generated re-
ports for monitoring
of various compli-
ance requirements in
a more fDCI.lSCd man-
ner and automated
intimation to MIIs for

24 per cent reporting
that the government
could improve and re-
port a lower fiscal defi-
cit number for the cur-
rent year.

Besides, a majority of
respondents highlight-
ed the need for sustain-
ing public capital ex-
penditure, with 68 per
cent calling for a thrust
on capex to sustain the
ETO momentum.

At least a 15 per cent
increase in capex: allo-
cation for FY 2025-26 is
being looked forward to
by members of Indian
industry. Additionally,
over half of the respond-
ents emphasized the
importance of reforms
to further enhance the
ease of doing business.
Reforms pertaining to
factors of production -
particularly in areas like
land acquisition, labour
regulations, and power
supply — remain impor-
tant.

The Union Budget
2025-26, to be present-
ed on February 1,
be the first full budgﬂt
of the Modi 3.0 govern-
ment.

Glitches

submission of RCA
report within Sebi de-
fined timelines pur-
suant to submission
of preliminary report
by concerned MII, the
regulator said.
iSPOT has been
tegrated with Sebi's
Intermediary(SI) por-
tal for ease of access
to MIIs and can be ac-
cessed by MIIs by us-
ing the existing login
credentials of SI por-
tal. The new circular
will come into force
from February 3.

Adani Invests
Rs 2.3 Lakh

Cr in Odisha
Power, Cement

ew Delhi:

“Adani | Gmup on Tuesday
committed to investing
Rs 2.3 lakh crore over
the next five years across
power, cement, industri-

s, aluminium gla(!
city gas expansion in Od-
e

According to a state-
ment by the group, the
investment commitment
was made during Utkarsh
Odisha 2025 - the state's
investor meeting.

Karan Adani, Man-

(APSEZ), met state Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majgi and exchanged
MoUs for investment in
Odisha over the next five
years, it added.

"The Adani Group com-
mitted to invest Rs 2.3
lakh crore over the next
five years across power,
cement, industrial parks,
aluminium, city Gas ete,"
the statement said.

It, however, did not
give details.

“This is the biggest in-
vestment intent by any
group in Utkarsh Odisha
2025."

Also, the first test
flight landed at Dhamra
Airstrip successfully on

y.

Additionally, on the
oceasion of Utkarsh Odi-
sha, six projects of ATGL
in Odisha were commis-
sioned. These include an
EV charging station at
Bhubaneswar airport and
the completion of the city
gate station eum mother
station project.

Other projects include
the groundbreaking for
an LNG eum multi-fuel
hub at Bhadrak, a CNG
station in Balasore, the

domestic  piped
cooking gas charging and
burner in Bhadrak and a
CING station project com-
etion at Rairangpur (1st
& the city) of Mayurbhanj
district.
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ricket

Look its tough and there Is
“ always going to be hype

when you have a 19-year-

old making debut because he

isin rare company at his

age,——— Simon Katich

Jasprit Bumrah named ICC
men's Cricketer of the Year

rah on Tuesday won the presti-

gious Sir Garficld Sobers Award

for ICC men's Cricketer of the
Year after delivering "a master-class in
skill, precision and relentless consis-
tency” across formats in a record-shat-
tering 2024.

The 31-year-old was adjudged the
ICCs Test Cricketer of the Year on
Monday and was also names in the Test
“Team of the Year last week.

"Jasprit Bumtah has been honoured
with the prestigious Sir Garfield Sobers
Award for ICC Men's Cricketer of the
Year at the ICC Awards, recognising his
extraordinary 2024, in which he dom-
inated opponents in the longest as well
as the shortest format of the game,” the
10C said.

Bumrah played a key role across for-
mats for India as he became the fifth
winner of the award from the country
after Rahul Dravid (2004), Sachin Ten-
dulkar (2010), Ravichandran Ashwin
(2016)and Virat Kohli (2017, 2018).

"The pacer's brilliance was reflected
in his ICC Test Bowling Rankings,
where he crossed the elusive 9oo-point
mark, the year with a record-
breaking 907 points, the highest for any
Indian bowler in history,” the govern-
ing body stated in its tribute.

"Across formats, Bumrah's 2024 ex-
ploits were a masterclass in skill, pre-
cision, and relentless consistency, ashe
shattered record after record and ce-
mented his place asthe world's premier

Dubai
I ndia pace spearhead Jasprit Bum-

fast bowler,” it added.

Bumrah had a stellar year 2024 in

which he played a decisive role for In-

lin with 15 wickets in their titlewinning
campaign in the T20 World Cup in the
Americas and also became the fastest In-
dian pacer to reach 200 Test wickets
with a bowling average of sub-20, which
is also the best in history.

At the T20 World Cup, his 15 wickets
cameat an astonishing average of 8.26
and an economy of just 4.17, making
him the Player of the Tournament.

He also gamered 900 points in I0C
Test bowling rankings and ended the
vear with 907 points, which is the
highest for any Indian bowler in his-

tory. In Tests, Bumrah finished the year
with 71 wickets in only 13 matches at
an average of 14.92, which was also the
second best among fast bowl
former India captain Kapil Dev's 100
wickets in 1983

‘The right-arm pacer was at the peak
of his performance in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy Down Under to-
wards the end of 2024, taking 32 wick-
etsin five Tests,

Overall, Bumrah claimed 77 wickets
in the World Test Championship points
table for India but the two-time final-
ists failed to make a third appearance
in the summit clash for the 2023-25cy-
cle.

Mumbai announce 16-member
squad for must-win Ranji
Trophy clash against Meghalaya

Mumbai
Defending champions Mumbai an-
nounced their 16-member squad sans
India stars Rohit Sharma, Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Shreyas Iver to take on
Meghalaya in their must-win Ranji
Trophy Elite Group A clash against
Meghalaya starting here on Thursday.

Angkrish Raghuvanshi, Suryansh
Shedge and Atharva Ankolekar have
been called back.

Mumbai, who are coming off a five-
wicket defeat aganst Jammu and Kash-
mir last weck, will be without the India
stars Jaiswal, Tyer and Rohit, who all
have juined the Indian team for the up-
coming ODI series against England
starting on February 6.

These three players had featured in
the sixth round game here at the BKC
Ground, with Rohit and Jaiswal fol-
lowing the BCCI diktat to play domes-
tie cricket regularly.

Iyer, on the otherhand, has been a vi-
tal cog in Mumbai side for domestic
competitions across formats this vear.

‘The trio is also a part of the Indian
squad for the Champions Trophy next
month,

Karsh Kothari, who also featured in
Mumbai’s playing XI against Janumu
and K ir, was not picked.

‘The defeat against Jammu and Kash-
mir has dented Mumbai's title defence
as the Ajinkya Rahane-led side will now
be required to record a big victory —
with a bonus point — against Megha-
laya and hope that Baroda beat the
table-toppers Jammu and Kashmir in
their backyard.

Mumbai, who are coming off
a five-wicket defeat against
Jammu and Kashmir last
week, will be without the
India stars Jaiswal, lyer and
Rohit, who all have joined
the Indian team for the up-
coming ODI series against
England starting on February
6.

Mumbai squad: Ajinkya Rahane (¢},
Ayush Mhatre, Angkrish Raghuvanshi,
Amogh Bhatkal, Siddhesh Lad, Akash
Anand (wk), Hardik Tamore (wk),
Survansh Shedge, Shardul Thakur,
Shams Mulani, Tanush Kotian, Mohit
Avasthi, Svlvester [Y'Souza, Royston
Dias; Shreyas Gurav, Atharva
Ankolekar.

Virat Diaries:
Maestro declines
captaincy; BCCI
set to live stream

New Delhi

Just like Rishabh Pant did in the
last game against Saurashtra, leg-
endary Virat Kohli has politely de-
clined to captain Delhi in their last
Ranji Trophy home game against
Railways as he wanted Ayush
Badoni to continue leading the
side.

"Virat was asked if he would like
to eaptain but he has also said that
he would like Ayush to continue
leading the side,” a DDCA official-
said on conditions of anonymity.

Meanwhile, the BCCI and do-
mestic broadecasters JioCinema
have decided to live-stream the
match, given the immense fan in-
terest sparked by Kohli's presence.

The general norm is BCCI has one
premier mateh which is aived both
on TV and streaming app and for
this round it is Karnataka versus
Harvana as the star attraction of
that game is KL Rahul.

The other two games that were
supposed to be only live streamed
were Punjab vs Bengal at the Eden
Gardens and Baroda vs Jammu
and Kashmir in Baroda.

The roster was decided well in ad-
vance and had this match not in-
volved Kohli, there was no chance
of any deviation from it.

But there was a furore in social
media about the most high profile
match being ignored by the broad-
casters.

Virat Kohli checks in at Trisha scores first ever ton in women's U-19 T20

Delhi's training ahead ~ World Cup as India crush Scotland by 150 runs
of Ranji comeback

New Delhi

) official said.

At exactly gam when his jet black
Porsche zoomed in through the Feroz
Shah Kotla ground's ‘Virender Se-
hwag Gate', it was homecoming for
Delhi's very own Virat Kohli, who
checked in fora training stint with his
first-class team after more than 12
vears.

Save for pacer Navdeep Saini, all oth-
er 18 members of Delhi's squad had
only seen him on‘I'V and grown up lis-
tening to the tales of how Cheeka’, the
cherubic talent, became the 'King' of In-
dian ericket.

Inthe last 15 years, Delhi's'Cheeku'
became a hazy memory as he turned
into the mest commercially viable
brand in global cricket, the face that
ICC sold in its Olympic bid presenta-
tion.

On Monday, he was at his home
ground for around three hours and had
everyone in his vicinity hypnotised.
‘Whether the young impressionable
players, or seasoned head coach Saran-
deep Singh or batting coach Bantu
Singh - all of them evidently wanted
to be close to him.

Though courteous with all, the for-
‘mer India skipper seemed more com-
fortable with his former U-19 coach
Mahesh Bhati, who is also the ad-
ministrative manager of this team.

"Woh badlaa nahi hain. Usko chhole-
poori pasand the aur humne m
rakhha thaa. Usne bola chole puri
nahi khawoonga (He loves chhole
poori, we made arrangements for him
but he said he didn't want it),” a sen-
ior DDCA (Delhi and Districts Crick-

What he did seek out after practice

ahead of his first Ranji appearance in
12 years from January 30 was also an
old favourite.
"Practice ke baad purane time ki
tarah kadhi chawal khaya sabke saath
(He had kadhi chawal with every-
one)," revealed the official.

Everyone shadowed the icon like it
was an event. Ranji Trophy matches
are covered by a select bunch of do-
mestic cricket faithfuls but on Monday,
the mumbers trebled.

Every move by the "King' was fol-
Iowed. The two coaches — Sarandecp
and Bantu —were by his side through-
out and it would be difficult for pho-
tographers or videographers to edit
them from the frame.

"Iremember it was Ajit Chaudhary,
the erstwhile manager of the Delhi
Ranji team, who nicknamed him
‘Cheeku’ back in 2006-07," DDCA
secretary Ashok Sharma, fondly called
"Mama', recollected as if it was yester-
day. He has seen Kohli since he first
came here for U-15 trials.

The Training

It was an occasion to remember for
the Sanat Sangwans, Arpit Ranas and
Siddhant Sharmas but for Kohli it
was business as usual. It seemed he had
left the star outside the ground and had
turned up as their very own "Virat
Bhaiya'.

The 35 minute warm-up before an
inconsequential final game against
the Railways was the longest that the
senior team has spent to Joosen up pri-
or to net session.

Kuala Lumpur
Opener Trisha Gongadi etched her
name in the record books by scoring
the first ever century in women’s U-
19 T20 World Cup that powered In-
dia into the semifinals with a 150-run
victory over Scotland here on Tues-

.

Trisha, who was deservedly ad-
judged player of the match, slammed
110 not out off just 59 balls with the
help of 13 boundaries and four max-
imums after India were sent in to bat
by Scotland at toss.

The Indians will next face England
in the first semifinal on January 31.

She was ably supported by fellow
opener and wicketkeeper Kamalini G
(51 off 42 balls) and Sanika Chalke,
who remained unbeaten on 29 off 20
balls as India scored 208 for 1in 20
avers,

In reply, Scotland cut a sorry fig-
ure as they were bowled out for 58 in
14 overs,

For Seotland, openers Pippa Kelly
(12) and Emma Walsingham (12)
were joint top-scorers.

Left-arm orthodox spinner Ayushi

Shukla was the star for India with the
ball returning with figures of 4 for 8,
while left-armer Vaishnavi Sharma
(3/5) and Trisha (3/6), after her ex-
ploits with the bat, also performed
with the ball in hand.

The 19-year-old Trisha, who hails

from Telangana, has been in tremen-
dous form in the and

wicket victory over the West Indies.

The Asian side performed well
with the ball to restrict the West In-
dies to just 54 for 6 from their 13
overs and cruised past the victory tar-
get inside nine overs on the back of
an unbeaten 25 not out from open-
er Juairiya Ferdous.

Bangladesh won the toss and elect-
ed to bowl at Bayuemas Oval after
tireless effort from ground staff in the
natien's capital, with spinner Nishi-
ta Akter Nishi collecting three wick-
ets Anisa Akter Soba claimed a pair
of wickets as the West Indies strug-
gled in the conditions and
Bangladesh eased home to move up
to third place on the Group 1stand-
ings.

In another Group 2 match, no
play was possible in Sarawak, with
heavy rain leaving the Super Six
contest between South Africa and the

notched up two 40-plus scores before
the big knock on Tuesday.
Meanwhile in other matches of
the day, Bangladesh finished their
campaign in style with an easy 10-

"Trav will go to the top": Steve Smith confirms
Travis Head as opener for Galle Test

Galle

Australia have not eonfirmed the play-
ing X1 for the first Test against Sri Lan-
kain Galle, but captain Steve Smith has
said that Travis Head will open the bat-
ting alongside Usman Khawaja, erick-
et.com.au reported on its website.

This decision marks a strategic shift
as Head steps into the role previously
occupied by teenager Sam Konstas.

Head impressed in the opening role
during Australia’s 2023 tour of India,
stepping in for an injured David Warn-
er. While speculation surrounded his in-
clusion, Smith clarified that Head is a
definite starter for the two-match series,
with only minor adj

NN

nature of the Galle pitc!

in the overall line-up.

"Trav [Travis Head] will go to the top,
outside of that 1 think it will be pretty
stable,” Smith told reporters prior to
Australia's final pre-Test training ses-
sion,” Smith said, as quoted from crick-
et.com.au.

“I don't see it being a great deal of
change from that,” he added.

“The selectors liked what they saw in
India when he (Head) had that oppor-
tunity,” he said.

He got after the new ball, scored
quickly and put the pressure on them

trim of grass following Aus-
tralia's training session yesterday. Spin
is expected to play a critical role, and
this may influence Australia’s selection
strategy.

"He's gaing to have a lot of practice
if he doesn’t play, which in itself is great
for development,” Smith said of Kon-
stas, as quoted from the official website
of ericket.com.an.

"I only have to think back to 2013 (in
India) where I didn't play the first two
Tests, and just the amount of balls Twas
hitting in the nets and the skills I was
able to develop from facing loads of net

straight away so I guess similar think-
ing here,” he noted.

The final composition of the team de-
pends heavily on the unpredictable

! d things like that." he added.

"So whether he plays or not, I think

it's going tobe a wonderful experience
forhim," he noted

"He's going to learn a lot,” he said.

Konstas, who made a remarkable de-
but with a fearless half-century against
India on Baxing Day, has repartedly ad-
justed his approach during practice
sessions in Galle and Dubai, focusing on
amore orthodox techmique. If heis not
slotted into the middle order, uncapped
keeper-batter Josh Inglis could make
his Test debut, while Nathan Me-
Sweeney, known for his part-time off-
spin, is also an option.

Smith, recovering from an elbow in-
Jjury sustained during the Big Bash
League (BBL), is fit to bat but remains
restricted in fielding particulardy throw-
ing. Meanwhile, left-arm spinner
Matthew Kuhnemann is being con-
sidered for a recall despite recently
fracturing his thumb.

"Apparently the surgeon's donean in-
credible job for him to be able to field
and do some of the things he (Kuhne-
mann) has been able to do the last cou-
ple of days, we're a bit gohsmacked,”
Smith said, as quoted from
cricket.com.au.

"Either he's a tremendous actor or
he's got great pain tolerance, but he's
ticked all the boxes and should be
ready 10 20," he said

"We'd love to name a team as early as
possible but things can change really
quickly in this part of the world,” he
added.

USA abandoned without a ball being
bowled.

South Africa had already qualified
for the semi-finals of the event, while
USA picked up a point to move to
third in Group 2.

New Zealand star
Melie Kerr named
ICC Women's
Cricketer of the Year

Dubai

New Zealand all-rounder Melie Kerr
‘made history on Tuesday by becoming
the first Kiwi recipient of the presti-
gious Rachael Hevhoe Flint Trophy,
earning the title of ICC Women's
Cricketer of the Year for her exceptional
performances in 2024.

The 24-year-old stood out among
her peers, surpassing Laura Wolvaardt,
Chamari Athapaththu, and Annabel
Sutheriand to claim the top honour in
women's ericket.

Kerrisnotonly the first New Zealan-
der to win the Rachael Heyhoe Flint
Trophy, but also the first Kiwi to be
recognised as 10C Women's Crick-
eterof the Year in any categary.

Throughout the year, Kerr demon-
strated her prowess as a world-dass all-
rounder, excelling in every facet of the
game. Her outstanding fielding re-
peatedly lifted New Zealand, while
hier skill as 4 leg-spinner established her
as one of the most dangerous strike
bowlers in the world. Kerr was often
the White Femns' go-to mateh-winner
with the ball.

With the bat, she was a cornerstone
of New Zealand's lineup, capable of
playing expansive innings to capi-
talise on strong starts or anchoring the
innings when the top order faltered.
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We struggled to

impose our

game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
Jos Buttler

PM in attendance as 38th National Games
kick off with colourful opening ceremony

Dehradun
modest but colourful opening
ceremony showcasing Ut-
tarakhand's religious heritage
and bio-diversity kicked off
the 38th National Games here on
Tuesday with guest of honour Prime
Minister Narendra Modi reiterating his
commitment to bring the 2036
Olympics to India during his address,

Around 10,000 athletes are gearing
up to compete for podium finishes
aAcross sciplines in the Games
that will run till February 14. Eventswill
be held across seven cities of the hill
state with Dehradun being the main
venue.

Around 450 gold medals, and a sim-
ilar number of silver and bronze medals
are at stake.

Modi declared the Games open after
the teams marched in and he was pre-
sented the flame at the ceremony.

“It is our endeavour to enhance your
capabilities and we are focussed on sup-
porting you. We consider sports an es-
sential aspect in development of coun-
try,” Modi told the gathered athletes at
the ceremony.

“It is a beautiful portmit of ‘Ek
Bharat, Sreshth Bharat,” Modi said re-
ferring to the CS.

The Prime Minister also used the op-
portunity to pass some health tips, urg-
ing youngsters to fight the growing
menace of obesity by cutting down the
oil in their food and adding more
walks and exercise to their daily rou-
tines,

The ceremony started \mh a per-
formanee of ‘Tandav’, a classical dance
form that is an ode to Lord Shiva. The
Games were declared open with blow-
ing of 2025 conches to mark the year.

Local favourite and popular Bolly-
wood singer Jubin Nautiyal also per-
formed during the cereme

Earlier, Modi arrived at the stadium
riding on a decked-up golf cart along
with Uttarakhand Chief Minister

Pushkar Singh Dhami.

After taking a round of the stadium,
he was presented a traditional cap,
shawland a memento containing repli-
cas of Games mascot ‘Mauli’ and the
medals:

An estimated 25,000 spectators have
packed the Rajiv Gandhi Intemation-
al Cricket Stadium despite the chilly
wedther to catch the ceremony live.

The PM had also opened the last two
editions of the Games in 2022 (Gujarat)
and 2023 (Goa).

Uttarakhand Governor Lieutenant
General Gurmit Singh, Union Minister
of State for Sports Raksha Khadse, and
Uttarakhand Sports Minister Rekha
Arya were the dignitaries present on the
occasion.

Indian Olympic Association Presi-
dent PT Usha and Commonwealth
Games Federation chief Chris Jenkins
were also in attendance at the cere-

Lions strengthen backroom
staff for Australia tour

Sydney
Former Australia international David
Nucifora will join the British and Irish
Lions as general manager of perform-
ance ahead of this year's tour of Aus-
tralia, the team said on Tuesday.

Ireland's head of athletic perform-
ance Aled Walters will assume the
same role on head coach Andy Farrell's
backroom staff after this year's Six
Nations Championship.

“David’s unrivalled experience will
helpus shape and deliver such a chal-
lenging and exciting rughy programme,
whilst also bringing essential insight
into Australian rughy and the country
as awhole,” Farrell said ina statement.

“Aled is a World Cup winner who has
worked with players across England
and Ireland and has also coached in
Australia and Super Rughy with the
Brumbies.”

The Lions are set to play nine tour
matches in Australia starting in June,
including three tests against the Wal-
labies.

mony. Uttarakhand's own Lakshya
Sen, a world championships medal-
winning shuttler, brought the Games
torch and handed it over to Modi,
who placed it in its designated place

During the Athletes’ Parade, Ut-
tarakhand expectedly received the
loudest cheer. Almora's Sen and dis-
tance runner Ankita Dhyani were Ut-
tarakhand’s flag-bearers in the pa-
rade.

Sen later took oath on behalf of the
participating 1|h|etcs.

Under IOA’s obje s of inclusivity,
the National Games also following es-
tablished norms of having a male and
afemale flag bearer leading each team.

Hosting the National Game holds a
special significance for Uttarakhand a
the state is celebrating the 25th year of
its creation.

Mauli’, inspired by Uttarakhand's
state bird ‘Monal’, is the Games mascot,

symbolising the region’s unique natu-
ral beauty, diversity and cultural her-
it

Most of the established qlx)r ng
stars of the country such in
thrower Neeraj Chuprl ~)mllk| PV
Sindhu, shooter Manu Bhaker are giv-
ing it a miss, leaving the stage for oth-
er athletes to make a mark.

Among the prominent names who
will turn up are Olvmypic medal-winning
shooters Swapnil Kusale and Sarabjot
Singh, world championships medallist
shuttler Lakshya Sen and Tokyo Games
bronze-winning boxer Lovlina Borga-
hain.

Four sports — kalarippayattu, yo-
gasana, mallakhambh and rafting — will
be demonstration (non-medal) sports.

With the theme of ‘Green Games', the
event aims to inspire individuals and or-
ganisations to adopt eco-friendly and
sustainable practices

Sreenidi Deccan snap leaders
Namdhari’s winning streak

Sri Bhaini Sahib (Punjab)
T-League leaders Namdhari FC's four-
match winning run came to an end as
they were held toa 1-1 draw by Sreeni-
di Deccan FC here on Tuesday.

Both goals came in the first half
from two Brazilian strikers taking the
centrestage.

Cledson Carvalho da Silva (33td
minute) scored his seventh I-Leagve
goal for Namdhari before William
Alves (45th) equalised at the stroke of
half-time for Sreenidi Decean.

Namdhari remained at the top of the
table with 21 points from 11 games, but
Churchill Brothers can overtake them
should they beat Real Kashmir on
Thursday

Sreenidi Decean, who have now
drawn three of theirlast four, contin-
ue to stay in eighth place with 12
points.

There were a lot of long-range at-
tempts by both sides.

Namdhari's Francis Addo and Peter

Seiminthang Haokip shot wide from 25
yards, while Lalnuntluanga Baw Iﬂllli}.
swerved a half-volley off target from just
outside the bax. 1t took a defensive lapse
by Sreenidi Deccan for the hosts o
score the opener.

It should've been a routine back
pass to the goalkeeper for Eli Sabia but

a bit of hesitation allowed Cledson
Carvalho da Silva to muscle past him
and slot the ball past Aryan Lamba.

Alves cancelled out the goal with a
well-taken header.

The Sreenidi striker got on the end of
a cross from the top of the box by An-
gl Orelien, who got his fifth assist of the
season.

Namdhari goalkeeper Jaspreet had
rushed out to punch the cross, but
‘William did well to get to it ahead of
him and glance it into the net.

Six minutes into the second half,
Lamba pulled off a brilliant save to pre-
vent Namdhari from regaining the
lead. Addo’s looping delivery found Pe-
ter inside the box

The latter skipped past his marker
and pulled the trigger from close range
but Lamba palmed it out

The second-half turned into a more
cagey affair with less goalmouth action
and rough midfield battles with lots of
fouls and stoppages.

Namdhari’s Adde, Cledson and
Sreenidi’s Lalromawia were shown
vellow cards.

The teams did grow desperate for a
winner towards the end and Orelien
and Dharmpreet Singh saw their shots
from outside the box drift wide of the
target.

CUK organizing 2-day All-India Inter-University
Winter Games, says VC A Ravinder Nath

Srinagar
The Central University of Kashmir
(CUK) is organizing a two-day All India
Inter-University Winter Games at the
famous ski-resort of Gulmarg in which
200 athletes across the country would
be participating, e-chancellor A
Ravinder Nath said here on Tuesday.

Addressing a press conference here,
Nath said the games will be held from
January 30 to 3

This event will feature skiing and ice
stock competitions for both male and fe-
male athletes, On January 30, the Gi-
ant Skalom event will occur for both gen-
ders, followed by the Slalom ski event
on January 31, he said.

‘The VC said the ice -stock event will
be held on both days for male and fe-
male athletes.

“The primary goal of this prestigious
event is to promote sportsmanship, en-
hance participation in winter sports

Extreme E reveals narrowing
of gender performance gap

London
Extreme E, an electric off-road race
using identical SUVs with a
male and female driver in every team,
published data on Tuesday showing
women had narrowed the gender per-
formance gap by almost 70% aver the
first four seasons.

The series, launched in 2021 with a
focus on green technology and races
held in remote locations to raise
awareness of climate change, is switch-
ing to hydrogen this season with anew
Extreme H tag.

Extreme E crunched the numbers
from a timed section of each race
where teams can secure two additional
points if they are fastest.

In season one, female drivers were
on averag inds slower than
their male counterparts. By season
four the gap had shrunk to 1.1 seconds,
a 68.64% reduction

There was a 29.76% improvement
in season two and a further 29.67% in
season three. In season four, when
only four of 10 scheduled rounds
were held, the gender gap closed by
36.5% on the previous year’s figures.

“Extreme E's mixed-gender format
is a game-changer, and this data

just how powerful equal op-
portunity e " said 2009 Formu-
la One world champion and Extreme
E team owner Jenson Button in a
statement
Australian Molly Taylor, who races
for the E.ON Next Veloce team and
won the inaugural championship
with Sweden’s Johan Kristoffers-
son, said Extreme E had changed the
course of her career.
“What Extreme E has proven is
that with the right opportunity, ex-

posure, (IlwInpmvm '1ml inves
ment we can see women reach the
top,” she said.

“It ean be a difficult cycle to break;
you need the seat time to prove
your potential. but you need re-
sults to attract the support needed
to access that very seat time.

“We have built some strong mo-
mentum and, whilst this doesn’t al-
leviate the continuing challtnge
of motorsport, we are ma
change.

among university students, and in-
crease recognition of Gulmarg as a

premier destination for winter sports in
India,” he said.

Raducanu clings to positives
after early Singapore Open exit

London
Emma Raducanu refused to be too
downcast after suffering an opening
round exit at the Singapore Open
when the British seventh seed lost
7 7-5 7-5 to the 101st-ranked
Cristina Bucsa.
Raducanu progressed to the third
round of the recently concluded
Australian Open for the first time in
her career before losing to five-
times Grand Slam ck and

Having dealt with a string
of injuries since capturing
the 2021 U.S. Open, her
only major, Raducanu
went down in Singapore
after a three-hour and
three-minute battle

Polish second-seed Iga Swiatek in
straight sets,

Having dealt with a string of in-
juri nce capturing the 2021 U.S.
Open, her only major, Raducanu
went down in Singapore after a
three-hour and three-minute battle
against her Spanish opponent on
Monday.

But the 22
with the wa
following the end of her partnership
with coach Nick Cavaday, who
stepped back from the role last
week to prioritise getting back to
full health

“I have the positives (from) this
week, coming here on my own with
Yutaka and my mom, but I'm real-
Iy proud of how I dealt and handled
Raducanu told

year-old was happy

7 she handled herself

gainst her Spanish

ponent on Monday.

op-

ESPN after the match, referring to
her fitness coach Yutaka Nakamu-

ra.

“I feel OK. 1 feel like I have cer-
tain things we all manage as the
year goes on. 1 think it’s pretty
rly in the season.
For me to be playing this kind of
match, all I need is time on court
and a match-competitive situation,
which I got today. I got it in abun-
dance — over three hours of it — so,
for me, it's really valuable becanse
every match Iplay, I feel like it's a
win

“And I fought really hard. I gave
everything. So I just got lo keep
building and moving on.

Lyon sack
coach Sage
amid poor run

Maoscow
Olympique Lyonnais have sacked
coach Pierre Sage, the French Ligue 1
club announced on Tuesday, after a
winless run of five matches across all
competitions.

Lyon ate sixth in the French top-
flight after managing just one win in
their last five league games. They
were also knocked out of the French
Cup following a defeat by French
fifth-tier club Bourgoin-Jallieu in the
round of 32

Frenchman Sage, 45, was hired on
ainterim basis in November 2023 be-
fore being rewarded with a new con-
tract until June 2026 after he guided
the club to Europa League qualifica-
tion last season.

“Olympique Lyonnais has been
compelled to suspend coach Pierre
Sage and staff members Jamal Alioui,
Rui Lemos, Denis Valour and Remy
Vercoutre, pending a decision in the
next few days,” Lyon said in a state-
ment.

“This sporting decision, made in the
current context of the 2024-2025
season, does not call into question the
tremendous work carried out at the
beginning of 2024, for which
Olympique Lyonnais will always be
grateful to Pierre Sage and his team.”

Lyon next host Bulgarian side Lu-
dogorets in the Europa League on
Thursday.




Was 16 when I fell

in love with theatre,

>

Mumbai

unaid Khan, the s

of Bollywood icon

Aamir Khan and pro-

ducer Reena Dutta,
says he would continue to
straddle the twin worlds of
theatre and cinema through-
out hiscareer, as each offers
aunique form of satisfaction
for his passion for acting,

The newcomer, who stud-
ied theatre at the American
Academy of Dramatic Arts
and briefly worked for their
repertory company, made his
film debut in 2024 with the
period drama “Maharaj”.

While there are technical
differences between cinema
and theatre, at the end of
the day, acting is acting, he
said,

"Once you get used to it
(doing both film and the-
atre) it is not difficult. I love
theatre, that's why 1 do it, and
I'll keep doing it all my life. 1
was a 16-year-old (when I
fell in love with theatre).

"1 was shy but I always

says Junaid Khan

wanted to go in front of peo-
ple, be comfortable and make
afool of myself. Between the
seven to eight plays I did, 1
must have done 100 or 110
shows eumulatively,” Junaid
said in an interview here.

‘The actor said he wantsto
be part of “good” stories ir-
respective of the genre of the
movie.

“I wish to work with good
people and have that trust
that it (those films) will do
well. I'm fairly genre-agnos-
tic," headded.

Junaid is awaiting the re-
lease of his second film
“Loveyapa”. The romantic-
comedy, also starring Khushi
Kapoor, is directed by Advait
Chandan of “Laal Singh
Chaddha” starring Aamir,
wvapa”, backed by
Phantom Studics and AGS
Entertainment, is set to be re-
leased in theatres on Febru-
ary 7. The actor said he hopes
he has “grown” as an artistin
his journey from “Maharaj” to
“Loveyapa”.

B ti Sanon has
boarded the

on Tuesday.
The “Crew"” star will
play the character of Muk-
ti alongside Dhanush's
Shankar in the new film,
according to her Insta-

Mumbai

igital platform
Disney+ Hotstar
on Tuesday said
it garnered 83
lukh views for the live stream
of British rock band Cold-
play’s concert in Ahmedabad
on January 26, clocking 16.5
crote minutes of watch time

in three hours.
As part of their "Music of
the Spheres World Tour”,
the band had three shows at

| the DY Patil Stadium in Navi

Mumbai on January 18, 19
and 21.
Caldplay, led by vocalist
Chris Martin, regaled fans
o at Ahmedabad’s Narendra
Modi Stadium on two
 dates: January 25 and Jan-
uary 26, their last stop in
India.
According to a press re-
lease issued by JioStar Dig-

TOP STORY, Devs, WeonesDAY 29 January 2025

gram post.

"Tere Ishk Mein" marks
a third collaboration be-
tween

The
rew" star will

play the character of
Mukti alongside
Dhanush's Shankar in
, accord-
ing to her Insta-

the new fi

gram post.

Dhanush
and director Rai after

ital, the live stream of Sun-
day's show “attracted 83 lakh
views and gamered an im-
pressive 16.5 crore minutes of
watch time. Delighting fans
across the nation with an
unmatched experience, view-
ers tuned in fromall partsof
the country with Maharash-
tra, Gujarat, Kamataka, NCR
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil

‘Superboys of
Malegaon' to release in

theatres on February 28

New Delhi
eema Kagti's "Su-
perboys of Male-
gaon” is slated to
hit the big screen
on February 28, the makers
announced on Tuesday.

Set in Malegaon, a small
town in Maharashtra, and
inspired by real events, the
upcoming film is written by
Varun Grover and features
Adarsh Gourav, Vineet Ku-

mar Singh, Shashank Arora,
and Anuj Singh Duhan in
lead roles.

According to a press re-

lease, "Superboys of Male-
gaon” will be released the-
atricallyin India, the US, the
UK, the UAF, Australia, and
New Zealand. Following its
theatrical run, the movie will
have its digital debut on
Prime Video, it added.
"Superbays of Malegron” is
a film based on the life of
Nasir Shaikh, an amateur
filmmaker from the town of
Malegaon. Gourav, known
for "The White Tiger" and
"Kho Gaye Hum Kahan",
stars in the role of Shaikh.
“The residents of the town

look to Bollywood cinema
for a much-needed escape
from daily drudgery. Nasir
gets inspired to make a film
for the people of Malegaon,
by the people of Malegaon.

"He bands together his
ragtag group of friends to
bring his vision to life, there-
by bringing a fresh lease of life
into the town.

The film is a poignant yet
uplifting take on both film-
making and friendship - and
what happens when those
two worlds collide," read its
SVnopsis.

Thefilm recently received
a special mention in the
Young Cineastes Award cat-
egory at the 36th Palm
Springs International Film
Festival.

2013's "Raanjhanaa" and
"Atrangi Re" (2021). The
upcoming movie is slated
to be released in theatres
on November 28.

"Some love stories are
destined to rise from
the flames. Witness

Kriti Sanon to star alongside
= Dhanush in Aanand L
Rai's "Tere Ishk Mein'

an Instagram Story ex-
pressing her excitement
about joining the project.

“An intense love story
directed by fav
@aanandlrai, music by the
maestro @arrahman ! A
huge (tick) in my wish list

my

cinemas  28.11.2025,"
Sanon wrote in her post.
The actor also shared

Nadu, and West Bengal con-
tributing 85 per cent view-
ership.”

The group, also comprising
guitarist Jonny Buckland,
bassist Guy Berryman,
drummer and percussionist
Will Champion, and manag-
er Phil Harvey, performed on
popular tracks "Yellow”",
"Charlie Brown", "All My

SHANKAR and  Need your love and bl
MUKTI in ings. P.S. Reallyyyy look-
#TerelshkMein. ing forward to collaborat-
From the #World- ing with you
OfFE ik -astory @d hkraja (sic)" she
that's unforgettable. In  wrote.

Sanon was last seen in
"Do Patti", which marked
her debut as a producer.

’ Live stream of Coldplay's last India concert
i garnered 83 lakh views: Disney+ Hotstar

Love", "Clocks", "People of
the Pride ymn for the
Weekend” and "Viva La
Vida".

Sanjog Gupta, CEO-Sports
at JioStar, said their aim has
always been to deliver an
immersive experience to
viewers and feels glad they
achieved that with Coldplay’s
concert.

Sooraj Barjatya on Saif
Ali Khan knife attack:
He's a warrior, my
wishes are with him

‘warrior” who will
come out stronger
from the stabbing

incident, says director Sooraj

Barjatya.

Barjatya directed Khan in

1999 blockbuster family dra-

ma "Hum Saath Saath Hain",

Khan, 54, was attacked in

the early hours of January 16

at his Bandra home in Mum-

Tai. He was stabbed six times

by an unknown assailamnt.

The actor was immediate-
ly hospitalised and under-
went spinal and plastie sur-
geries at the Lilavati Hospital.

He was discharged on Janu-

ary 21.

"My wishes are always with
him. We did a heautiful film

together. We shot it for al-
most 150 days and it did so
Lwish him all the best,
such a warrior. He's go-
ing to come out very strong-
ly.” the filmmaker said.

In "Hum Saath Saath
Hain”, Khan essayed the role
of the happy-go-lucky Vinod,
the youngest son of the af-
fluent Chaturvedi family. The

tured Tabu, Mohnish Bahl,
Salman Khan, Sonali Bendre,
Karisma Kapoor, Neelam
Kothari Soni, Reema Lagoo
and Alok Nath.

Barjatya is awaiting the
premiere of his web series

“Bada Naam Karenge”, slat-
ed to stream on SonyLIV on
February 7. He serves as the
showrunner for the series.

Film with Salman Khan will take
time, focus right now is 'Bada
Naam Karenge": Sooraj Barjatya

Mumbai
ilmmaker Sooraj
Barjatva s the

seript of his poten-
tial film with friend
and frequent collaborator
Salman Khan is still a work
in progressas he is current-

showrunner on the upcom-
ing show which marks the
foray of the director's fami-
Iy banner Rajshri Produc-
tions into the streaming
space.

Asked about an update
on the film with Khan, the
filmmaker told PTE: “It will
take me some time because
I'm still writing it (the
seript). The focus right now
has been on “Bada Naam
Karenge'. It's avery big step
for us. It's our first time in
OTT. I'm really looking for-

ward to seeing how people
react to it,” Barjatya said.
The filmmaker first
worked with Khan on his
debut
, and fol-
lowed it up with "Hum Aap-
ke Hain Koul “"Hum
Saath Saath Hain", and
"Prem Ratan Dhan Payo".
Calling himself a "selfish

Malayalam filmmaker Sanal Kumar
booked over actress's complaint

Sasidharan

Kochi
oted Malayalam
filmmaker Sanal
Kumar Sasidha-
ran has been
bocked on charges of ha-
rassing a prominent actress
al media platform,
police said on Tuesday.
Elamakkara Police here
registered a case against
the 'Kayam" director under

registered against
him, they said.

various sections of the B}
d stalking, crimi-
intimidation, and
defamation, they added.
The actress lodged a

nal

complaint on Monday, and
a case was registered
against him, they said. Ina
ok post, the
director claimed that the
lives of the actress and her
daughter were under
threat.

Interestingly, he shared
the copy of the FIR regis-
tered against him in this
case on his FB page on

recent Facebo

Monday, claiming that
someone else had given a
complaint against him in
the name of the actress.

Sasidharan had been ar-
rested and released on bail
in May 2022, based on the
complaint from the same
actress, for allegedly black-
mailing her and maligning
her reputation through so-
cial media platforms.

director”, Barjatya said he
takes his own time to write
ascript.

“If 1 feel ready from with-
in, Iwon't stop (writing). It's
then difficult to stop me,” he
added.

In all his four films with
Khan, Barjatya cast him as
Prem, a screen name that
has become synonymous

"

with the superstar.
The director said he nev-
er imagined it would go on
to become such an iconic
character in his films.
“This character started
with me and Salman bhai
started "Maine
iya', I used to go to
him (when 1 was) writing a
scene.






