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should 'guide’
Shah to improve
law and order in
Delhi: Kejriwal

)

Adityanath
accuses SP of
opposing
Ambedkar,
supporting mafia
elements

Rohit shows
some spark but
falls for 28

in second essay
on Ranji
Trophy return

Adani Group
appoints Law
firms to review

US bribery
indictment
SENSEX.__ NIEDY.
76520.38 23205.35
115.39 50.00
79,615.00 91,130.00
51.00 -814.00

Sunrise 7:14 AM
Sunset /-y, S5:54PM
Moanrise 238 A
Moonset 1:00 PM
Tods lon,
Maximurm ’ Minimum
22°C 7°C
.. Jemarrew’s Prediction
21°C ”c

D,

DELHL SATURDAY 25, JaNuary 2025

Putin ready to talk to
Trump, waiting for US
‘signals’: Kremlin
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There was a sense of fear
earlier, now I’'m comfortable
as an actor: Khushi Kapoor

Opposition members suspended
for a day from JPC on Waqf Bill

B Suspended MPs write to Lok Sabha Speaker to
ask committee’s Chairman Jagdambika Pal to

postpone January 27 meeting

Dy
n pposition
I members  attend-
ing the joint com-

mittee of Parliament
meeting on the Waqf
(Amendment) Bill were
suspended on Friday as
aceused its chair-
person of reducing its
proceedings to a “farce”,
while the committee
readies to adopt its draft
report next week.

The appearance of
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq,
4 moderate Hurriyat
leader who is also the
religious head of Mus-
lims in Kashmir, before
the panel to voice his
disapproval of the pro
posed law was the high-
light of the meeting but
not before Opposition
members’ noisy protests
drowned its proceedings
til] lhuir pension.
on MPs al-
Iug.cd that J;\gd.unbﬂm
Pal, the committee's
Chairman, was steam-
rolling the agenda at the
government’s behest
with an eve on the Feb-
ruary 5 Delhi Assembly

; later wrote to
Lok Sabha Speaker Om

Birla to ask Pal to post-
pone the January
meeting and  consult
other members on the
next date and agenda.

0

ing abuses and insult:

him in their bid to scut-

tle the proceedings.
They broke all bound-

W Opposition
after Chairman, BJP leader Jagdambika Pal, got a

bers claim the

pension came

phone call during the meeting

pension w
nd Opp:
tion MPs can attend the
next meeting.

e January 27 meet-
ing is set to consider the
Bill clause by clause be-
fore finalising the report.

Opposition MPs have
sought more time to al-
low them to frame their
views after studying the

Th
cluding Bang
’LR: 1, Congress'

in, and BJP MPs

rr.c ed allegations, with
the former insisting that
they protested in a civi-
lised manner after not
getting a response from
Pal.

BJP
ta Sar:

MP  Aparaji-
angi termed the

A mesmerising drone show lights up the night sky over the Maha Kumbh Mela 2025 in

Prayagraj on Friday.

Job security plea of workplace harass-
ment panel members important: SC

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
on Friday said the
plea for job secu-

rity for members of the
internal complaint com-
mittees for sexual har-
assment at workplace
was "important” and
sought the assistance of
the solicitor general of
India.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N
Kotiswar Singh said de-
spite issuing notice to
the Central government,
neither  anyone  ap-
peared nor a reply was
filed.

"This is an important
cause which has been
raised in the matter. We
would like to examine
it. You serve the copy
on the solicitor gener-

al. If no one appears on
the next date, we will

appoint an amicus,” the
bench told the petition-
er's counsel.

The petitioners are
Janaki Chaudhry, for-
mer member of a 1ICC
committee, and former
journalist Olga Tellis.

The bench posted the
hearing next week.

On December 6, the
top court, while agreeing

to examine the plea, is-
sued notice to the Minis-
try of Women and Child
Development.

The PIL sought secu-
rity of tenure and pro-
tection from retaliation
for members of internal
complaints committees
constituted under the
Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition,
and Redressal) Act, ¢
(PoSH Act) in pr
work places.

The petition filed
through advocate Mun-
awwar Naseem claimed
women 1CC members in
the private sector were
not entitled to the same
level of protection and
security of tenure that
1CC members of public
sector enjoyed. Agency

India will bring back its nationals

overstaying in US or elsewhere:

= MEA

New Delhi

mid the “massive
deportation oper-
ation” in the US,

India on Friday reiterat-
ed its stance against il-
legal immigration, with
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) stating
it will facilitate the re-
turn of Indian nationals
“overstaying” or residing
without proper docu-
mentation in the United
States or "anywhere in
the world."

During a weekly press
briefing in New Del-
hi, MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said,
"We are against illegal
immigration, especially
because it is linked to
several forms of organ-

spokesperson

Randhir Jaiswal said,

"We are against illegal

immigration, especial-

ly because it is linked
to several forms of or-
ganised crime.”

ised erime."

He added, "For Indi-
ans not just in the Uni
ed States, but a
in the world, if they are
Tndian nationals ~ and
they are overstaying, or
they are in a particular
L()untr'\. without proper
documentation, we will
take them back, provid-
ed documents are shared
with us so that we can

conduet of Banerjee,
often the most vocal

Opposition member, as
“disgusting” and said
Opposition  members

created a ruckus as part
of a design to sabotage
the meeting,

Banerjee said Pal in-
formed them on Janu-
ary 21, when the com-
mittee members were
in  Lucknow meeting
stakeholders, that the
next meetings would be
held on January 24-25.
Raja wrote on
of Opposition MPs, re-
questing the Chairman
to schedule the meeting
after January 30 or 31
but in vain.

id the agenda
Vq I'l]Pﬁ'l]l’lf_’ AS

changed late on Thu

and intimated to mem-

bers close to midnight.

“The Chairman is treat
ing Opposition members
as domestic helps and
ordering them around,”
Banerjee sai

He ‘said Pal received
several phone calls in
the meeting and alleged
that he was taking or-
ders from senior govern-
ment members,

CONTD ON PAGE-2

8 dead after blast at

omAepstorveriglish

7K paramilitary
forces, 15K cops to
man Delhi on R-Day

New Delhi

ver 70 companies
of  paramilitary
forces and more

than 15,000 police per-
sonnel are set to be de-
ployed across the capital
for Republic Day cele-
brations, an official said

ity will be mon-
itored lw drones and
llance and

see operations, a senior
police officer said.
"We have already in-

stalled  multi-layered
security  arrangements,
We have six
checking and frisking ar-
rangements. Apart from
this, we will have mul-
ti-layered  barricading.
We have several thot-
sand CCTV cameras in-
stalled in the New Delhi
district, including those
with Facial Recognition
Systems (FRS)," the of-
ficer said.

Moving vehicles with
FRS system will also be
deployed, he said.

The offic id the
cameras are linked to
a database to identify
criminals  immediately.
"Delhi Police is well pre-

are e any kind
he said.
officer further
said that police teams
are conducting mock
drills with multiple se-
curity agencies. Over 70
companies of paramil-
itary forces and more
than 15,000 police per-
sonnel will be deployed
in the national capital to
ensure robust security
arrangements.

The DCPs of all dis-
tricts are  properly
briefed about the securi-
ty arrangements. Police
officers would remain on
high alert and promptly
report any suspicious
activity immediately, he
said,

Ageney

Bhandara ordnance factory

Mumbai

ight people were

killed in a blast at

an ordnance fac
1

torv in Maharasht
Bhandara district on
day morning, according
to Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari. He confirmed
that, as per preliminary
information, eight in
dividuals had died and
seven were injured.
While the minister put
the death toll at eight
district collector Samjay
Kolte said that so far
four bodies had been re-
trieved and five injured
persons rescued. "Res-
cue operation was on for
four to five persons still
trapped under the de-
bris", he added.
Thi explosion  oc-
round 10:30 am
tory in Jawa-
ar, causing a fire
and leading to a building
collapse. The National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) was deployed
immediately for the

&
erify their lldllulldlit\
and that they are indeed

cue operation, using
specialized  equipment
to ensure the safety of
those involved
Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh said he was
"deeply saddened” by the
incident. All efforts were
being made to provide
to the affected
id on X.
saddened to
know about the blast
at Ordnance Factory at
Bhandara, Maharas
My condolences to the
bereaved families. Pray-

Indians. If that happens
to be the case, we will

navis had said that 13 to
14 workers were stuck
at the site. According to
police and district au-
thorities, the explosion
d in the "LTP
section”.

As per collector Kolte,
13 to 14 people were
working in the unit at
the time of the incident.
Agency

MEA

take things forward and
facilitate their return to
India."

Jaiswal also informed
that EAM 8 Jaishankar
during his visit to the US
for Trump's inaugura-
tion also raised the issue
of visas with Secretary of
State Marco Rubio.

“We have been contin-
uously raising the issue
(with the concer
countries) of the dels
issuing visas. If visas are
conveniently issued, the
people-to-people  and
economic ties between
the two countries will
improve. EAM § Jais-
hankar raised this mat-
ter with the US Secretary
of State Marco Rub
Jaiswal said. Agency




Opposition
members
suspended
for a day
from JPC on
Wagqf Bill

CONTFROM PAGE-1

Slamming his crities,
Pal said he was steering
the committee in the
most demoeratic man-
ner and allowed every
opposition MP to regis-
ter their view whenever
they wanled.

It was the gsth meet-
ing on Friday, he added.

The seasoned BJP MP
claimed that opposition
members were spread-
ing propaganda against
the Bill's proposals in a
similar way they alleged-
Iy stoked fears over the
implication of the abro-
gation of Article 370 and
instant wiple Lalag.

Pal added that he ad-
journed the meeling
twice so as to restore
order and was forced to
suspend them on a mo-
tion moved by BJP mem-
ber Nishikant Dubey
due to their “ruckus”.

The suspended mem-
bers were Banerjee
and Nadeem-ul Haque
(Trinamool ~ Congress),
Mohammad Jawed, Im-
ran Masood and Hus-
sain (Congress), Raja
and Mohamed Abdul-
lah (DMK), Asaduddin
Owaisi (AIMIM), Mo-
hibullah (Samajwa-

di Party) and Arvind
Se-

Sawanl
na-UB

(Shiv

on a day when a delega-
tion from Jammu and
Kashmir led by Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, thc reli-
gious head of Musli
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India witnessed unparalleled growth under
Modji, to be vishwa guru by 2047: VP Dhankhar

Samastipur (Bihar)
ice- presi-
dent J’\gdecp
Dhankhar on Fri-

day lavished praise on

the Narendra Modi gov=
ernment at the Centre,
asserting that the coun-
try has witnessed “un-
paralleled” growth in the
last decade, causing peo-
ple’s aspirations to soar.

Dhankhar made the
observations at Samasti-
pur district in Bihar, the
birthplace of former chief
minister and Bharat Rat-
na awardee Karpoori

Thakur, where a fune-

tion was organised on the

1015t hirth anniversary of

the late socialist leader,
“The growth witnessed

by the country in the last
10 years is unparalleled.
We are already the fifth
largest  economy and
in five years from now,
we will occupy the third
spol... viksil Bharal is not
a pipedream, Tt will be re-
alised by 2047, when we
celebrate the centenary
of Independence. Bharal
shall become the vishwa
guru”, said Dhankhar.

He lauded Modi for
“zealously (junoon ke
saath)”  bringing in

schemes that improved
the quality of life of the
common people by pro-
viding them with gas con-
nections, electricity and

toilels.

“The people  have
now tasted develop-
ment. Their aspirations
are reaching the skies”,
said Dhankhar, even as
he urged the youth “do
not constricl yourselves
by thinking in terms of
government jobs. The
government’s policies of
today are meant to tap
your unlimited polential.
Make full use of the op-
portunities”,

The VP also took a
veiled dig at the govern-
ments preceding Modi’s

INS Tushil visits Walvis
Bay, Namibia after patrolling
the Gulf of Guinea

New Delhi
In a signifi il

in Kashmir, appeared
before the committee
Lo share their concerns
about the draft legisla-
tion.

Official sources said
the committee might
adopl its final report on
January 29,

The Wagl (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024, was re-
ferred to the Joint Com-
mittee of Parliament on
August 8 following its
introduction in the Lok
Sabha by Union Minori-
Ly Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju.

The Bill aims to amend
the Waqgf Act, 1995, to
address issues and chal-
lenges in regulaling and
managing Wagf proper-
ties.

The committee was
first tasked with sub-
milling ils report in the
Winter Session but its
lenure  was extended
1ill the end of upcoming
Budget Session, which
begins from January 31,

The Mirwaiz told re-
porters that he strongly
opposed the Bill and fa-
voured non-interference
by the government in
matters of religion.

“We hope our sugges-
tions would be heard
and acted upon and
no such step would be
taken that would make
Muslims feel that they
are being disempow-
ered,” he said.

“The issue of Waqfis a
very serious matter, es-
pecially for the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, as
it is a Muslim-majority
state. Many people have
concerns regarding this,
and we have prepared a
detailed memorandum
addressing these con-
cerns point by point. We
want the government to
refrain from interfering
in Waqf matters,” the
Mirwaiz said.

There is already an
atmosphere of tension
in Jammu and Kashmir
when there is talk of
mosques and temples,
he claimed.

Advt Contact:
9818-199941

INS Tushil, the Indian
Navy'sstealth guided mis-
sile [rigate, visited Walvis
Bay, Namibia, after suc-
cessfully patrolling  the
Gulf of Guinea, marking
its maiden passage around
the wesl coasl of Africa.

The visil was aimed at
strenglhening  bilateral
ties between India and
Namibia, with a focus on
enhancing maritime co-
operation and tackling
common Lhreats.

During the visit, INS
Tushil participated in var-
ious official, professional,
and sporls engagements
with the Namibian Navy.
Captain Peter Varghese,
Commanding Officer of
INS Tushil, called on Ms
Saara Ndapewoshali Mu-
tondoka, Deputy Mayor
of Walvis Bay city, and

Rear  Admiral  Junior
Grade Eratus Laz

Commander Naval 0])—
erahons of the Namibian

'I’he visit included pro-
fessiol interactions,
such as operational plan-
ning, cross-visits, and
subjecl matler experl ex-
changes. The crew of INS
Tushil also engaged in a
friendly volleyball mateh
and a joint yoga session
with the Namibian Navy
and the Police personnel
along wilh the staff from
the High Commission of
India.

The visil of INS Tushil
to Walvis Bay, Namibia,
underscores the growing
maritime cooperation be-
tween India and Namibia
and highlights the Indian
Navy's commilment Lo
promoting peace and sta-
bility in the region.

rise lo power in 2014 for
failure to give the likes
of Karpoori Thakur and
former Prime Minisler
Chaudhary Charan Singh
their due.

“T recall the excilement
in Rajya Sabha when the

heroes (Adarsh) are being
pulled out of obseurity
and being given what is
their due”.

The Vice-President was
speaking in the presence
of a host of dignitaries,
including Governor Arif

of Bharat
Ratna  for  Karpoori
Thakur and Chaudhary
Charan Singh was made.
A thought sprung in my
mind — the honour came
36 years after Thakur’s
death. Why did it not
happen earlier? There is
now definitely a shift, Qur

an  and
Union ministers Shivraj
Singh  Chouhan, Nit-
vanand Rai and Ram
Nath Thakur, who is Kar-
poori Thakur’s son.
Although  Chiefl Min-
ister Nitish Kumar, a
staunch follower of Ka
poori Thakur, was con-

Dhankhar made
the observations
at Samastipur

district in Bihar, the
birthplace of former
chief minister and
Bharat Ratna awardee
Karpoori Thakur,
where a function was
organised on the 101st

late socialist leader.

birth anniversary of thel

tion of Thakur's efforts
1o universalise educa-
tion by making it free
till Class 10 and his pitch
for equality by throwing
open for Class IV em-
ployees the elevator at
the secretariat in Patna,
to which only officials
had aceess edrl.ler

ri Thakur was
the messm\h of social jus-
tice. He always believed
in equality, fraternity,
and justice for all. He
used his infl to help

spicuous by his absence
at the ruml.\on, Dhankhar
made it a peint to utter
a few words of praise for
the JD(U) supremo.

“Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, who is
present on this slage,
are shining examples of
those who have devoted
their lives to the ideals
espoused by Karpoori
Thakur”, said the Vice
President.

In his nearly 30
minutes long speech,
Dhankhar also spoke al
length about the tenure
of Thakur as chief min-
ister, after the Janata
Party formed the gov-
ernment in Bihar in the
late 1970s, describing
the socialist leader as a
“statesman” who worked
for “social justice”.

He made specific men-

the poor and downtrod-
den,” Dhankhar said.

The late leader was

osthumously — awarded
the Bharat Ratna by the
Union government last
year.

“Karpoori Thakur was
a bue stalesman... an
exception and a man of
the people. He is credit-
ed with developing the
idea of social justice in
the country. The govern-
ment's decision to award
him the Bharat Ratna is
a testament to his endur-
ing efforts as a champi-
on for the marginalised
and a stalwart of equality
and empowerment,” the
vice-president said.

He added that Thakur's
efforts were pivotal in
setting the stage for res-
ervations for the socially
marginalised and down-
trodden.

Manifesto released for the people of Delhi,
new political 1mt1at1ve launched

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Janniti and Sadda Khid-

da Punjab Federation in
collaboration with Glob-
al Midas Foundation on
Friday unveiled a Man-
ifesto for the people of

Delhi, aiming to give a
pnsmve direction to the
political future of Delhi
and Punjab.

‘The organisation dur-
inga press conference at
the Press Club of India,
Delhi criticized the Aam
Aadmi  party govern-
ment led in Punjab and
New Delhi.

Prominent leaders
like Inder Preet Singh,
Abhishek, Aman Band-
vi, and Harmeet Singh
addressed the program.
Crilicizing the “AAP’
government, they ques-
lioned the breach of
electoral promises and
accused the party of de-

SC refuses to cancel bail of actor
Darshan, others in murder case

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on

Friday refused to cancel
the bail granted to Kan-
nada actors Darshan
Thoogudeepa, Pavithra
Gowda, and five others
in the Renukaswamy
murder case but agreed
to examine the Karna-
taka government's chal-
lenge.

A bench of Justices J
B Pardiwala and R Ma-
hadevan issued notice to
Darshan and others on
the state's plea against
the Karnataka High
Court’s bail order.

The state government,
the apex court said, ap-
prehended other co-ac-
cused would be allowed
to lake advantage of or-
der passed by the high
court in the impugned
order.

“Sinee slale is praying
for cancellation of bail,
it would not be praper to
stay the operation of the
order as it would amount
to cancellation of bail.
Yet, to protect the in-
terest of prosecution, if
any co-aceused prays on
bail, the court concerned
shall not place reliance
on the order challenged
before us. Any bail appli-
cation filed shall be de-
cided on its own merit,”
the bench said.

The Karnataka High
Court on December 13,
2024, granted bail to the
actor Darshan and oth-
€ers.

Darshan was arrest-
ed on June 11, 2024, for
allegedly killing his fan
Renukaswamy on June
8 the same year after he
reportedly sent obscene
messages lo Gowda.

Before the grant
of bail, the actor was
lodged at the Parappana
Agrahara Jail in Ben-
galuru but when a pho-
tograph of him relaxing
with some other jail in-
mates went viral, he was
transferred o Ballari
Central Jail.

The state moved the
top court against the

granl of bail on January
6. The mortal remains
of 33-vear-old Renukas-
wamy, an autorickshaw
driver, were discovered
on June 9, 2024,

He allegedly suc-
cumbed to injuries after
being attacked on the or-
ders of Darshan, who re-
portedly urged his fans
to accost and kidnap Re-
nukaswamy for posting
derogatory  comments
about Gowda on social
media.

The Karnataka High
Court granted Darshan
interim bail on medical
grounds for six weeks
on Oclober 30, 2024
but gave regular bail to
him and others in De-
cember.

5l g exg 204

viating from adminis-
tralive issues. Also, they
announced the start of a
new mass movemenl for
the renaissance of Pun-
Jjab.

Aman Bandvi stressed
the need to make (he
manifestos of political
parties legally binding.

He described the Sadda
Khidda Punjab Tedera-

tion as the harbinger of
the development of the
state. Inder Preet Singh
accused AAP of being an-
ti-development and doing
appeasement politics.

Khattar inaugrates smart
c1ty projects in Karimnagar

nagar
Union Mlmsler of Hous-
ing & Urban Aff:
Manohar Lal Khattar
visited Karimnagar
Smart City Friday and
inaugurated 4 promi-
nent projects working in
the sector of education,
solid waste management
and social infrastruc-
ture.

This %22 crore project
includes a commereial
complex, renovation of
the indoor hall, modern
toilets, parking area, and
lﬂndscapmg, providing
an inclusive space for
recreation and sports.

Multi-purpose School
Park: Spread over 5.96
acres, this ¥12.35 crore
park has a walking track,
musical fountain, and
recreational  facilities,
providing a vibrant pub-
lic space for families.

24x7 Water Supply:
This ¥18 crore inilia-
tive has introduced a
new water distribution
network in the Housing
Board Colony, increas-
ing efficiency and acee:
sibility in water manage-
ment for residents.

Social TInfrastructure
in Schools and smart
classrooms  in govt
schools:  Renovations
carried out at a cost of

¥g.20 crore, such as
construction of toilet
blocks, compound walls,
borewells, and sports fa-
cilities, ensure a better
learning  environment
for students in 27 govt
schools.  Also, smart
classrooms  developed
in 53 govt schools in Ka-
rimnagar to enhance the
learning methodology in

the city.

mobility, water supply,
sanitation, and  social
infrastructure.  These
projects from Karim-
nagar Smart City are
multi-sectoral projects
working towards en-
hancing the ease of liv-
ing for the citizens. Un-
der the mission, various
multi-sectoral projects
were developed such as
projects worth ¥ 480 cr
in Smarl Mobility, T 402
er in Water Supply and
Sanitalion, elc.

Smart classrooms
have been developed in
53 government schools,
and improved infra-
structure and sports fa-
cilities have been provid-
ed in 27 schools. These
efforts ensure a modern
learning  environment
for students and empow-
er them with e-learning
Lools. Over 1 lakh metric
tons of legacy waste has
been processed under
the bio-mining project,
reflecting the city’s com-

50 projeets worth 1,117
crore. Of these, 36 pro-
jects worth ¥884 crore
have been completed,
and 14 projects worth
%233 crore are under
implementation, These
initiatives contribute o
key areas such as smart

mitment to em

tal sustainability. Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar Stadium
has been transformed
into a world-class sports
facility, with structures
including cycle tracks,
skating rinks, basketball
courts and parking are-
as, among others.

KidZania India

Celebrates

R- Day in Spirit of

Swarnim Bharat
New Delhi

KidZania India is set lo
celebrate Republie Day
aligned with the Govern-
ment of India’s theme of
“Swarnim Bharat: Vira-
sal aur Vikas® with en-
gaging activities on 25th
and 26th January, offer-
ing Delhiites/Mumbai-
kars the ehance to cele-
brate India’s incredible
heritage, and learn how
they can contribute to a
brighter, sustainable fu-
ture for the country.

KidZania has lined
up a number of activi-
ties o unleash crealiv-
ity amongst kids while
also allowing them lo
explore India’s rich cul-
tural heritage & the his-
tory of the constitution,
iconic freedom fighters
and  significant land-
marks. A key highlight
of this year's evenl is Lthe
representation of Tndia’s
rich shared societal her-
itage through art & craft
activities. From intricate
paper craft to making
their own constitution
scrolls, these aclivities
help children celebrate
their connection with
the Indian Constitution
in a creative and mean-
ingful way.

Advt Contact:
9818-199941

| PUBLIC NOTICE |

Kyown to all that my clent known
f0 all that my clicnt MR ARUN
KUMAR  owner of the Propesty
address- Buill Up Pomion of
Property No, B-95, & B96, with
100 rights, arca measuring 50 Sq.
Yds. oul of tofal arca tcasuring 91
S0, Yds.. ot of Klasr No, 24/16/1,
situated in the aren of village Haginl
colomy know i Viks Nagar Uttarn
Nogar, Now  Dellbi-110059, and
MR ARUN KUMAR purshased
aforesail propeny from Mr Brijesh
Rajput Vide GPA, ATS, and WILL
dated 18092024, and it is informed
fhat any deal with suid documets
by any person except my said client
and said instintion regarding said
propetty. shall be decmed s il
and void, I any pemson having s
<oid property tien Tie
nd hundover the same:
s cluim o undersigned
within 15 days of his pablication

Dhananjai Kamar
Advocate

cnanan s DMI\‘M Court

erll 9!9 NDW.H%

PUBLICNOTICE _

m
Chandrekha Sharma Wio Sh Umcsh.
Sharmi Rio House No. 2244,

A-Block | Shygm Vilyr Pluse-1.
Nafgarh. Dindarpur. Soulh- West
Delhi. Delli 43 have disowned.
debarred and dismhented my elder
Son nmely Chandan Sharma and
my  Dughterin-lny Rajnandni
Wio- Chandan Sharma from all my
movable and immoyable propertics
with immediate effect and also
savere all kinds of relationship with
them as they arc not in my control
and moi nespecting. eaning  and.
abeyitg nie and my husband and
they used (o misbebaved with me
and Rejuandni used (o threatened
me 1o falsely implicate me and my
iy i flse cases in order 1o prily
and transfer my house i her name.
1 anyone dealing with e, sl
be daing sa at his/her own risks, cost
and ConsequeNces.

Hariom Yaday

Advoeate

Ch No, 47, Dy arka Courts,
New Delhi-110075
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"UP Diwas"
begins in Noida
Noida
The three-day long "UP Di-
was” was inaugurated by
minister in charge Brijesh
Singh here on Friday.
Among other activities, a
presentation was given on
the development story of
Noida, telling how Noida
has been developed from

1976 till now.

Further, information was.
given about the big projects
of the three authorities in-
cluding the Noida Interna-
tional Airport, Noidametro
to name a few.

One District One Prod-
uct (ODOP) stalls were set
up to showease products in
the exhibition. Apart from
this, stalls of different de-
partments have been set up.
Astall of police cmmission-
erate, fire brigade and traf-
fie police were also set up,

People were seen buying
clothes, dry fruits and Kah-
wa. Apart from this, more
than 100 stalls have been set
up. Colourful programmes
were alsol held. The cultur-
al programmes were pre-
sented by children of differ-
ent schools including GIC,
Ramagya and many NGOs.

Cultural programmes will
be organised on 25 January
from 10 am. After this, folk
dance will be performed by
rock band and Ranjana
Naib. On 26 January, Ashrut
band will perform. Vishal
Shrivastav will perform un-
der Bollywood night show.

Jewar MLA Dhirendra
Singh, Gautam Buddha Na-
gar DM Manish Verma
along with the authority of-
ficials were present on this
occasion.

DPCC president
seeks Badli
voters’ support

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee (DPCC) presi-
dent Devender Yadav, who
isalso the Congress candi-
date for the Badli assembly
seat, while addressing pub-
lic meetings, appealed to
the voters of Badli to vote for
‘his party on February 5.

He said that Congress had
an exeellent track record of
good governance during its
15-vear rule, which turned
the capital into a world class
city. Hesaid that the support
for the Congress was over-
whelming in Badli, as
women, youth, elderly, Dal-
its, and every section of peo-
ple were waiting to throw out
the corrupt AAP govern-
ment from power,

Yadav said that the Badli
volers were showering lots of
love on him as people have
now realised that Congress
was returning to power in
Delhi and people have re-
solved to elect him with a
record margin.

He said that the dirty
drinking water, watershort-
age, inflated power and wa-
ter bills, broken roads, wa-
terlogged areas, stoppage of
welfare pensions were major
issues affecting the Badli as-
sembly These issues would
be tackled on returning to
power, Yadav added.

TOP STORY, Dem, Sarueoay 25, lanusay 2025

CM Adityanath should 'guide’ Shah to

improve law and order in Delhi: Kejriwal

New Delhi

ttar  Pradesh
Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath
should "guide"”
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah about how to improve
law and order and eliminate
gangsters in Delhi, AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal

said on Friday.
Adityanath, in back-to-
back to election rallies in
Delhi  on  Thursday,
slammed Kejriwal over a
host of issues, alleging the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
settled Bangladeshi and Ro-
hingya infiltrators in Okhla
and other parts of the city.
Addressing a press con-

ference, Kejriwal claimed
that Aditvanath said in Del-
hi that he improved law
and order and eliminated
gangstersin Uttar Pradesh.

"Yogi said a very good

Chemist shopkeepers expressed
support to Krishna Nagar BJP
candidate Dr. Anil Goyal

Board scam... they did not
even spare Muslims. They

a blistering attack on the
AAP, alleging that the par-
ty broke all records of cor-
ruption during its 10-year
rule in Delhi.

Addressing a public
meeting in west Delhi's
Uttam Nagar in the run-up
to the Delhi Assembly
polls, the Union minister
listed the exeise policy case
among "scams” that al-
legedly took place during
the AAP's two consecative
terms. The party cut pock-
ets of everyone in Delhi
during its tenure, he
charged.

The AAP government
broke all records of cor-
ruption during its 10-year
rule in Delhi, Nadda told
the gathering. "Wagfl

d a scam worth
Rs 100 crore (in Waqf
Board),” he said. Nadda
called AAP national con-
venor and former chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal a
“liar".

"He lies with so much
innocence on his face that
if a competition of lying is
organised at the national
level, he will come first.

But the peaple of Delhi
will give a befitting reply to
the AAP in the assembly
polls,” the BJP leader said.
Nadda said this election is
for the future of Delhi and
the voters should keep that
in mind. The 70-member
Delhi Assembly goes to
polls on February 5 and
the counting of votes will
be taken up on February 8.

thing vesterday. He said
law and order has collapsed
in Delhi. T hundred per cent
agree with him. There are 11
big groups of gangsters in
Delhi, who are openly op-

erating, dividing the ¢ity
into 11 sections,” Kejriwal

said.

He further charged that
the gangs are openly de-
manding ransoms of crores
of rupees from traders and
women find it difficult to go
out of their houses, adding
thatmurders, chain snatch-
ing, kidnapping of women
and children were rampant
in Delhi.

“Entire Delhi is gripped
by fear," he claimed. The
law and order in Delhi
comes under Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and it is
his responsibility to pro-
vide security tothe people of
the city, said the former

Delhi chief minister.

"If Yogi is saying that he
improved law and order in
UP, then I would ask him to
sit with Shah and guide him
how to doitand what needs
to be done in Delhi and
how to end gangster raj in
Delhi," he said.

The AAP national con-
venor alleged Shah has no
time as heis busy with "buy-
ing MLAs, brukmg parties
and toppling state govern-
ments” across the country.

Yogi should also tell Shah
that it requires spending
some time to improve law
and order and that Delhi
cannot be left to fend for it-
self against the gangsters.

Biggest Scam of Kejriwal's regime in Collaboration
with Power Discoms: Praveen Shankar Kapoor

New Delhi

Delhi BJP Spokesperson
Praveen Shankar Kapoor on
Friday said that nothing can
be more shameless than
Arvind Kejriwal claiming
that the biggestachievement
of his regime has been 24
hours electricity supply in
Delhi.

Delhiites know that actu-
ally biggest scam of his
regime has been done by
Arvind Kejriwal in collabo-
ration with Power Discoms

Centre, Delhi Police conspiring to kill Kejriwal: AAP

New Delhi

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Friday accused
the BJP-led Centreand the
Delhi Police of conspiring to
“kill" its supremo Arvind
Kejriwal, and urged the
Election Commission to re-
store his security cover pro-
vided by the Punjab Police
that was withdrawn.

There was no immediate
reaction from the BJF or
the Delhi Police to the alle-
gation.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Delhi Chief
Minister Atishi and her
Punjab counterpart, Bhag-
want Mann, said they have
written to the EC demand-
ing “fairgrounds” to the
AAP in the February 5 Del-

by taking kickbacks for al-
lowing levying of hefty PPAC,
Pension Surcharge, Meter
Rent Fixed Charges in the
consumers bills.

Moreover today in Delhi

hi Assembly polls and the
restoration of Kejriwal's se-
curity cover given by the
Punjab Police, along with
an audit of "life-threaten-
ing" attacks on him.

They alleged that the Del-
hi Police, which comes un-
der the Centre, has turned

Sachdeva questioned how Kejriwal aide Gopal
Mohan acquired wealth during COVID crisis

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Delhi BJP President Viren-
dra Sachdeva along with
MOS Sardar Ravneet Singh
Bittu stated that during the
COVID crisis, Arvind Kejri-
wal sought ways to profit
and exploit it.

Spokesperson Subhend-
hu Awasthi was present.
Arvind Kejriwal makes
statements on global issues,
but he has yet to answer
how his income increased
40 times during the COVID
period. Nor does his asso-
ciate Manish Sisodia ex-
plain how a couple of in-
dustrialists from Punjab
lent him 1.5 crore.

Mr. Sachdeva claimed
that until now, Arvind Ke-
jriwal has evaded answering

The five an- about

nounced by the Congress mg his ‘Sheeshmahal’ dur-
ahead of the Delhiassembly  ing the COVID period and
elections will be fulfilled, the liquor policy seandal.
like the Congress had done  Now, a new property trans-
in Karnataka, Tel action scandal 1 hi
Himachal Pradesh and  associate Gopal Mohan has
Jharkhand, which willmake  surfaced.

qualitative improvement in Those familiar with
the life of the people, he  Arvind Kejriwal know his
added. aide Gopal Mohan, who as-

Pure politics behind

New Delhi

A day after Punjab Police
personnel deployed in the
security of AAP convenor
Arvind Kejriwal were
withdrawn, the former
Delhi chief minister on
Friday duhbed itas “pure
pn!]h

“1 ugn.\ that personal
security has been politi-

cised,” he said address-
ing a press conference
here.His remarks also
came after the AAP chief
alleged that the police al-
lowed a rival candidate’s
men to attack his car on
Thursday on the orders
of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah. Delhi Police
dismissed the claim.

sists in managing his New

Delhi constituency.

In 2020-21, Kejriwal not
only increased his earnings
but also facilitated financial
gains for his close aides. To
prevent scrutiny of his own
accounts, he utilized his as-
sociate’s resources.

During the peak of the
COVID period on July 16,
2021, Gopal Mohan bought
a flat at 32 Aradhana En-
clave, Sector 13, RK. Pu-
ram, for ¥2.44 crore in the
name of his mother, Veena
Kumari, wife of R.S. Thare-

ja.

The witness column in
the registry bears the sig-
natures of a certain Manish
Bhatia and Gopal Mohan
himself.

The New Delhi Assembly
office operates from 87 B.K.
Dutt Colony, Jorbagh, New
Delhi, and Gopal Mohan,
along with his mother, have
Aadhaar cards and bank
accounts registered at this
address.

Virendra Sachdeva ques-
tioned how Gopal Mohan
acquired such wealth during

an economic crisis and how
the costly flat was bought at
a surprisingly low price dur-
ing the COVID period.

He also pointed out that
under Arvind Kejriwal's
influence, authorities expe-
dited approval for addi-
tional construction on the
flat overnight. This allowed
Gopal Mohan to add an-
other floor and earn crores
in profits.

The Aadhaar cards of
Gopal Mohan and his moth-
er arelinked to the AAP of-
fice in New Delhi to ensure
all transaction documents
remain in Arvind Kejriwal's
custody.

The Delhi BJP President
demanded answers from
Kejriwal :

How did someone froma
modest background like
Gopal Mohan afford to buy
property in such an upscale
area?

The Delhi BJP believes
this transaction happened
with Kejriwal's collusion,
and the party demands a
complete explanation from
him regarding the source of
this money.

move to remove security cover:

At the press confer-
ence on Friday, Kejri-
wal also took a dig at
the BIP and Shah over
the law and order situ-
ation in Delhi due to
the activities of gang-
sters.

At the press conference
on Friday, Kejriwal also
took a dig at the BJP and
Shah over the law and or-
der situation in Delhi due
to the activities of gang-
sters.

Kejriwal said that Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath who
claims to have eliminated

gangsters in his state,
should give tips to Shah
on how to rein in Delhi's
gangsters.

The AAP chief said
“pure politics” was behind
the move to “withdraw his
security cover”. There
should not be any poli-
ties at least over personal
safety and security, he

the middle class vesidential &

Delhi Police

nabs

man in X15 crore
Covid-19 vaccine scam

New Delhi

The Economic Offences
Wing of the Delhi Police has
arrested a man who had
been absconding for nearly
three years in a 15 crore
fraud case, an official said on
Friday.

The accused, Prafulla Ku-
mar Nayak, who imperson-
ated an officer from the Min-
istry of Health and Family
Welfare, played a key role in
duping vietims by promising
work orders related to Covid-
19 vaceine transportation
during the pandemic, the
EOW statement read.

The case originated in
2022 following a complaint
by one Sunil Kaushik, who
alleged that he was defraud-
ed of ¥4 crore under the
‘pretext of securing govern-
ment contracts for vaceine
transportation.

"Four additional com-
plmnt: l’E\lE‘dlEd a s
di, with the ac-

orders were issued, and trust
was gained by leveraging il-
Ticit access to the govern-
ment complex through a
bribed ministry employee,
the statement read.

Nayak was arrested on
Tuesday by the EOW, police
said.

"Previously, eight other
accused, including the king-
pin, Hermenn Sabherwal,
were arrested in 2022 Min-
istry employees, including
a reception officer and two
multi-tasking staff members,
had already been appre-
hended for their involve-
ment," the officer said in the

in-
cuding small traders are
forced to buy electricity at ab-
normally high rates of Rs. 9
to 13 per unit.

ruth is Delhi's power sup-
ply situation started im-
proving around 1997 in the
erstwhile BJP regime after
formation of Delhi Vidyut
Board and by the Common-
wealth days in 2010 Delhi
had achieved almost zero
power cuts stage.

ablind eve to the alleged at-
tacks on Kejriwal under
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah's order.

"There are two players
involved in this conspiracy
to kill Kejriwalji-- the BIP
and the Delhi Police.

They are both conspiring

Delhi Metro services to
start early on Republic Day

New Delhi
Delhi Metro will begin op-
erations at 3 am on Repub-
lic Day to facilitate public
travel to Kartavva Path, as
stated in an official an-
nouncement.

To mark the celebration of
Republic Day, metro servie-
es will start at 3 am on all
lines this Sunday, enabling
people to attend the cere-
mony at Kartavya Path, the
statement added.

Trains will run at 30-
minute intervals until 6 am
to ensure smooth commut-
ing, after which the regular
schedule will resume for the
day. Passengers are advised
to plan their journeys ac-
cordingly and take advantage
of the early metro service to
avoid last-minute hassles.

Meanwhile, over 70 com-

cused collectively duping vie-
tims of over 15 crore," Ad-
ditional Commissioner of
Police Amrutha Guguloth
said in the statement.
Tnvestigations revealed
that in May 2021, the ac-
cused lured victims by ar-
ranging meetings within the
premises of Nirman
Bhawan, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare's
headquarters. Forged work

to end Kejriwal's life. At-
tacks have been attempted
on him one after the other.
In October (last year), an at-
tack was made on Kejriwal,

Upon investigation by us,
it was found that the at-
tackers were BJP workers,
but police took no action,”
Atishi alleged.

"We have written to the
EC demanding that Kejri-
wal's security be restored.
We do not trust the Delhi
Police as it is under Amit
Shah'’s control,” she added.

The AAP leaders alleged
that by resorting to "dirty
politics” ahead of the Delhi
polls, the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP) has conspired
to get Kejriwal's security
removed.

noted.
“We have implemented

mmulti-layered security meas-
ures, mdud.mg six layers of
checking and frisking, along
with barricading, Thousands
of CCTV cameras, includ-
ing those equipped with Fa-
cial Recognition Systems
(FRS), have been installed in
the New Delhi district,” the
officer said.

Mobile vehicles with FRS
systems will also be opera-
tional, and these cameras
are linked to a database for

paniesof viorees  instant id oferim-
andmore than 15,000 police  inals. “Delhi Police is fully
pesomel will be deployedin - prepared to handle any sit-
the capital for the Republic  uation,” the officer assured.
Day celebrations, according Mock drills involving mul-

to an official statement.
The city will be under
drone and CCTV surveil-
lance, with cyber-specialist
officers ing opera-

tiple security agencies are
being conducted, and the
DCPs of all districts have
been briefed on security
arra

Nayak, 48, a resident of
Pandav Nagar in Delhi and
originally from Odisha, fa-
cilitated the group’s entry
into Nirman Bhawan.

He also posed as a min-
istry official and handled fi-
nancial transactions through
two different organisations
led by one of the arrested ac-
cused, Pawan Rai. Further
investigation into the matter
is underway.

PUBLIC NOTICE

MY CLIENT SH. SANJAY
JAGDISH CHOUDHARY R/O
PARARI CHAMELI TOLA WARD
NO.01 PARARI PARRI SA-
HARSA BIHAR 852212, HAS
DISOWNED / DEBARRED HIS
SON SH.PANKAI KUMAR
FROM HIS ALL MOVEABLE
AND IMMOVEABLE PROPER-
TIES AND SEVERED ALL HIS
RELATIONS WITH HIM AS HIS
BEHAVIOUR IS NOT WELLTO-
WARDS MY CLIENTS. MY
CLIENTS IS NOT BE RESPONSI-
BLEFOR ANY CIVIL OR CRIMI-
NAL ACT OF HIM, IF ANY ONE
DEALS WITH THE SON OF MY
CLENT HENCEFORTH, SHALL
BE DOING SO AT ONCE OWN
RISK AND RESPONSIBILITY
AND MY CUENTS SHALL NOT
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS ANY
ACT/DEED/THING ETC.

AMIT BAGHEL

ADVOCATE

Ch. 1024, 10 Floor, Lawyer's
Chamber Block, Rohini
Courts, sector-14 Rohini, Del-
hi-85

PUBLIC NOTIC!

Itisinformed to the public at
large that my clients Dinesh
Kurnar Mangla /o Late Sh.
Hukam Chand and his wife
Nirmla both Rfo H. No. 1, S/F,
Om Vihar Phase- 1, Goukul
Dham Society, Uttam Nagar,
N. D.-59 have disowned and
debarred their son namely
Deepanshu Mangla and his
wife Aarushi Jain from their
movable and immovable
properties and also severed all
kinds of relationship from
them due to their matrimonial
disputes, debts and disobedi-
ence, disrespectful towards
my dients. Ariy one dealing
with them Le. socially, eco-
nomically shall be doing so at.
their own risk and responsibil-
ity. My clients shall not be [i-
able/responsible for any act
or conduct dane by them in
any manner whatsoever.
ASHWANI KUMAR
ADVOCATE

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA,
DELHI HIGH COURT

CH. NO.640, LAWYERS
CHAMBER, DWARKA COURT
COMPLEX, SECTOR-10,
DWARKA, NEW DELHI-
110075.

tions, a senior police officer

Kejriwal

added.

Director General of
Punjab Police Gaurav Ya-
dav on Thursday said the
component of the Punjab
Police deployed for Kejri-
wal’s security was with-
drawn following the di-
rections of the Delhi po-
lice and the Election Com-
mission.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

SMWETDIGZB acting for and on behall

against tander no_ 44285010, Tha details ars as undar;

of Prosident af India inviles E-Tender

of Kem :

MAIN COMPRESSOR WITH MOUNTING
ACCESSORIES ALONG WITH MOTOR (WOUND WITH CORONA|
IRESISTANCE WIRE) AS PER RDSO SPEC NO RDSOVZ018/EL/SPEC137
IREV.0 AND RDSO SPEC NO E-10/3109 (MOTOR) WITH AMENDMENT NO
01 10 08 FOR THREE PHASE LOCOMOTIVES

v iropa gowin

Website particulars where complete dotails of tender documents can be|

{3) No manual offers are acceptable

Note: (1) The tenderer's must be registered on the incian Rallway E-Procuremant
Systam (IREPS) site Lo wwwireps govin for pamicipating i E-lnder system
(2) For all tarms ana conditions please rafer tender document

No.: 16/44255010/ETDIGZB Dated: 22.01.2025

261/2025
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By Priyanka Saurabh

To achieve Developed
India 2047, a compre-
hensive approach to
agricultural reforms s
necessary that combines
welfare measures with
market-driven  mecha-
nisms. India can guar-
antee an  agriculture
sector that is inclusive,
resilient, and environ-
mentally sustainable,
empowers farmers, and
safeguards the country’s
future by adopting tech-
nology-driven solutions,
encouraging sustainable
practices, and promoting
public-private  partner-
ships.

' TOP STORY, DeLs, SATURDAY 25 JANUARY 2025 '

A comprehensive approach in
agricultural reforms is necessary
for a developed India in 2047

ndia’s agricultural re-

forms have changed

dramatically, from
the MSP system of 1965,
which guaranteed price
stability, to today’s tack-
ling of the complex prob-
lems of market integra-
tion, sustainability, and
welfare. Recent discus-
sions about changes in
the MSP and programs
such as PM-KISAN re-
flect efforts to strike a
balance between wel-
fare and economics, Still,
pursuing  sustainable
agriculture is essential
to achieving a developed
India in 2047. The MSP
system was introduced
to reduce food shortag-
es by providing incen-
tives for the production
of rice and wheat. For
example, by importing
Mexican wheat varieties
in 1966, India launched
the Green Revolution,
which relied on guaran-
teed MSPs for rice and
wheat,  Political pres-
sures eventually led to
the MSP being expand-
ed to cover more crops,
resulting in regional im-
balances.

MSP and free clectrici-
ty have forced Punjab and
Haryana to focus heavily
on rice, harming the en-
vironment and depleting
groundwater. For rice and
wheat in particalar, the
system  shifted to apen
procurement, leading to
inefficiencies and surplus
inventory. The Food Cor-
poration of India has rice
stocks almost three times

ers' costs but harmed the
environment and  degrad-
ed soils. Aricity for
tubewells in Punjib has led
to an alarming decline in
groundwater le Direct
cash transfers and digital
beneficiary records are two
examples of recent reforms
that emphasize digitization
to increase efficiency. The
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi
eliminates middlemen and
ensures targeted  benefit
delivery by providing direct
ineome support to farmers.

To improve soil health
and reduce  groundwa-
ter depletion, encourage
farmers to grow pulses,
oilsceds, and millets from
water-intensive crops like
wheat and rice, The Odisha
Millet Mission encourages
the production of millets,
which improve soil quality
and incomes while reduc-

disc
tion of particular crops. In
Madliya Pradesh, farmers

to recuce post-harvest loss-
es and guarantee equitable
prici hlg for perishables. By

get ion for mar-
ket price losses through the
Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana,
which maintains income
stability without changing
market dynamies; Ration-
alize fertilizer and electrici-
ty subsidies to promate the
use of eco-friendly technol-
ogies like drip irrigation
and organie farming. The

robust  sup-
ply and storage networks,
Operation Greens secks to
stabilize the prices of pota-
toes, tomatoes, and onions.
Direct benefit transfers to
farmers should replace in-
put subsidies to ensure eq-
uitable distribution and re-
duce wastage of resources.
Preventing DBT diversion

irrigation [mnnu
reduce dependence on gov-
ermment-subsidized  elee-
tricity and  groundwater
extraction.

Provide farmers with the
Intest information on crop
selection, soil health, and
water use to maximize re-
sources in a sustainable
ing drones to spray

highet than buffer require-  ing the use of water-in- po.-1 ides in Tamil Nadu
ments, leading to wastage  tensive paddy cultivation.  reduces wastage while
and storage problems. The  Price deficiency payment effectiveness
introduction  of pwer,  schemes should be used  and environmental safety.
fertilizer, and irrigation  in place of MSP to ensure  Build effective cold storage
subsidies reduced farm-  farmers get fair prices and  facilities and value chains

pmgmm en- in  fertilizer  distribution
d that bsidi
which  are effectively d

to deserving farm
open, regulated land leas-
ing to small farmers and
sharecroppers to promote
investment in  productivi-
ty-enhancing practices,

Andbra Pradesh’s land
leasing policy provides se-
curity to nt farmers,
making it easier for them to
nccess benefits and instito-
tiomal credit.

Boost public spending on
storage facilities, irrigation
systems, and rural roads

to increase market
and reduce wastage. In dry
areas, the Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchai Yojana has
improved frrigation co
age and water use efficien-

Breaking Time

Sudoku
What to do

Fill in the grid so that every row, ¢
3x3 box contains the digit 1 10 9. E

correct solution.

column, and every
ry puzzle has only

4 |

9| |6

W0

cy. Support ag ¥
and the development of
drought-resistant
to tackle climate
and increase pnulumvm
By encouraging farmers to
plant trees, Punjub’s agro-
forestry policy enhances
biodiversity and peduces
carbon  footprint.  Boost
agricultural R&D spending
» sustainable farm-
and guaran-
tee information sharing
through extension services.
Zero-tillage farming is pro-
moted by the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Research
because it reduces costs
and improves soil health.

To schieve Developed In-
dia 2047, a comprehensive
approach  to  agricultural
reforms is necessary that
combines welfure measures
with market-driven mecha-
nisms. India can

an agricultural sector that
is inclusive, resilient, and
environmentally  sustaina-
ble; empower farmers; and
safeguard  the country’s
future by adopting tech-
nology-driven  solutions,
encouraging  sustainable
practices, and promoting
public-private partner-
ships.

About the Author

(Privanka Saurabh,
Ressarch Scholar in
Palitical Selence)

By Dr Satyavan Saurabh

It is a matter of debate
amang academics wheth-
er the script is a writing
system or administrative
or symbolic signs with no
linguistic basis. Rather
than being a full-fledged
writing system, Western
scholars argue that the
Indus symbols are more
like tokens of early trade
systems. Many seals and
symbols have been dis-
covered outside their
original  archaeological
context, leading to con-
jectural interpretations.

Difficulties in deciphering the

script of the Indus Valley Civilization

he script of the In-
dus Valley Civili-
zation, which con-

sists of more than 4,000
seals and inscriptions,
makes this highly de-
veloped Bronze Age so-
ciety (2500-1900 B.C.)
difficult to understand.
According to UNESCO
estimates, the se pt
contains 400-600 dis-
tinct symbols. It is diffi-
cult to interpret because
of its brief inscriptions,
lack of bilingual texts,
and disagreement over
linguistic lineage. Very
few script samples exist,
and the script of the In-
dus Valley Civilization is
still incomprehensible.
Since the inscriptions
are often brief—con-
taining only four to five
symbols—it is challeng-
ing to determine gram-
mar, syntax, or language
structure. The Rosetta
Stone contained exten-
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discovered outside their
original archaeological
context, leading to con-
jectural interpretations.

At Mohenjo-Daro,
seals were often found
in layers of debris dur-

sive text for di ing,
while most of the Indus
seals are only 1-2 inches
tall and contain small
symbols. Unlike the Ro-
selta Stone, no bilingual
texts that compare and
decode the Indus seript
have been discovered.
There are similarities
between cuneiform and
other ancient languages
in Meﬂopolsmnn in-
scriptions, but not in the
Indus seals.

It is a matter of de-
bate among academics
whether the script is a
writing system or ad-
ministrative or symbolic
signs with no linguistic
basis. Rather than be-
ing a full-fledged writ-
ing system, Western
scholars argue that the
Indus symbols are more
like tokens of early trade
systems. Many seals
and symbols have been

ing ions, with
no obvious association
with artifacts or urban
functions. The destrue-
tion of many sites due to
urban development and
neglect has resulted in a
reduced amount of deci-
pherable artifacts. Due
to encroachment, ac-
cess to riptions and
archaeological layers at
sites such as Kaliban-
gan has been restricted.
The script is difficult to
decade due to inacces-
sible databases. Lack
of full digitization and
restrictive  deciphering
policies often prevent
researchers from having
full access to Indus in-
seriptions.

Many seal databases
are still unannotated,
hindering  researchers’
ability to perform sys-
tematic  linguistic  or
computational analysis.

Politicians often oppose
and debate interpreta-
tions that link the script
to particular linguistic
or cultural groups. Op-

nents of the “Aryan”
interpretation challenge
claims of a “Dravidian”
connection, making ob-
jective research more
difficult. Because of po-
litical and logistical 3";—
ferences, South Asian
countries have not co-
ordinated well on joint
research.

Few joint archaeo-
logical programs exi:
between India and Pa-
kistan, two important
TVC heritage stakehold-
ers. Advances in Al and
computational  linguis-
tics have still not been
fully utilized for pattern
recognition in  seript.
While Mayan symbols
were decoded by Al
there is not enough an-
notated data for compa-
rable machine-learning
applications on Indus
8 isting sites and
ons  may
even more destroyed
by floods and climate
change.

The Voynich Manu-
seript was decoded using
machine-learning  algo-
rithms that were trained
on well-known medieval
seripts. Emphasize how
important the Indus
seript is to understand-
ing ancient history to
generate interest and
funding. Tamil Nadu's
prize initiative is an ex-
ample of how financial
incentives can rekindle
interest in cultural and
linguistic mysteries.

More regulation is
needed to prevent nat-
ural disasters or urban-
manon from dcnmymg
| sites. For

floods se-
verely damaged Mohen-
{'o-dnm. worsening the
oss of its distinetive ar-
tifacts. Providing open
access to databases is
one way to encourage

In 2022,

collaborative  research.
Digitize and centralize
all information about
seals and artifacts to en-
sure worldwide access in
the proper archaeologi-
cal context.

Successful  heritage
data digitization is med-
eled by platforms such
as Luropeana, which
could serve as a guide
for similar initiatives on

the Indus. Encourage
collaboration  between
international univer-

sities and Seuth Asian
countries for politically
neutral,  multidiscipli-
nary research. Mesopo-
tamian artifact projects
coordinated by UNE-
SCO  show successful
international  collabora-
tion. Investigate seript
patte and linguistic
possibilities using arti-
ficial intelligence (AI),
machine learning, an

computational models.

example, the preserva-
tion of Egypt's Valley of
the Kings provides in-
sights on how to protect
cultural heritage from
human interference. Ar-
chaeologists, linguists,
and Al researchers
should work together
across different  disci-
plines to decipher the
seript. Global funding
for based pattern
recognition and UNES-
CO's dxgllal collections
programs are two exam-
ples of initiatives that
can bridge the gap.

A committed interna-
tional research consor-
tium can foster innova-
tions to he]p reconstruct
the socio-cultural and
econontic a:
mysterious
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

LOVE SOFTENS,
LOVE HARDENS

Loss of love is not the
loss of life if love was
not your life, but loss
of love is loss of life if
love was your life. Peo-
ple say, “Love comes
and go and it is okay”
but what they dont
tell is, when it comes,
it brings abundance
even in poverty an
when it goes it takes
away even the hope
of living. Most of
time a ﬁfﬂ suffered in
love, tortures, love in
life. A person T{l}ﬂcd
in love, selects the ha-
tred in life. A person
cheated in love, cheats
love in life. A person
abandoned in loved,
abandons love in life.
A person surrendered
in loved, is taken for
granted in life. A per-
son weakened in love,
strengthens  distance
in life . A person
I:mkcn in love, gets
harden in life.

When a person,
lost in love, los-
es thc love, he

i,

hunger for food, thrust
for water and interest
for things. Love can
recreate itself, regen-
cm:c itself and remake
it can repair it-
SLlf. fix itself and mend
itself, but it can not
refill the past, refind
the lost and define the
loss. A life before love
can be put in the words
but a life in love and a
life after love are better
beyond words.

People say, “It is bet-
ter to love and lost
than never love™ but
perhaps they do not
say, “Onee you love
and lost you will never
be like before, no mat-
ter how much your try
no matter how badly
you miss”, Love does
change the life, but
how and how much?
Well, see yourself after
you have lost it!

Moral: Love eomes
to everyone
but how it will
change you, de-

F lost in pends, what
ife. Losing you are made
love in life, of.

is like

losing b
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Adityanath accuses SP of opposing
Ambedkar, supporting mafia elements

B CM Yogi Adityanath said the SP leaders’ act shocked the people by cheering Moeed Khan, who disre-
spected a Dalit daughter exposing their true colours. This is the real character of SP.

Milkipur
ttar Pradesh Chief
Minister  Yogi

Adityanath, on
Friday, launched
a scathing attack on the
Samajwadi Party (SP), ac-
cusing it of opposing leaders
like Baba Saheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar while support-
ing mafia elements.
Addressing a rallyin sup-
port of BIP candidate Chan-
drabhanu Paswan for the
Milkipur by-election to be
held on February

(the SP) mourn the deaths of
mafia members and even
recite ‘marsiya’ (elegy) for
them. The devotees of
Moeed Khan must not suc-
ceed. Ttis time to ensure the
victory of nationalists from
Milkipur.”

Hesaid the SP leaders’ act
shocked the people by cheer-
ing Moeed Khan, who dis-
respected a Dalit daughter
exposing their true colours.

support Moeed Kh.m and
even take pridein being as-
sociated with him. “Those
who glorify someone like
Moeed Khan posea threat to
the safety of our daughters.
They should not be allowed
to succeed,” he added.
Highlighting BJP's stand
forjustice, Yogi recounted an
mmdun of Bhadrasa where
a chairman had unlawfull

This is the real ch of
SP.

He pointed out that the SP
MPs from Ayodhya openly

2 lakh govt
youth over

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Sain said on
Friday that the state gov-
ernment would provide
government jobs to 2 lakh

youth over five years.

Saini also said that dur-
ing the past ten years, the
BJP government in
Haryana has provided
government jobs to 1.71
youth on merit.

Along with offering gov-
ernment jobs, the gov-
ernment has also imple-
mented various schemes
to help youth set up their
businesses, Saini said,
while speaking at the
Golden Jubilee celebra-
tion function at the Indi-
ra Gandhi National (IGN)
College, Ladwa, Kuruk-
shetra.

He said that IGN Col-
lege was established in
1974 to provide education
to rural children and over
its 50-year journey, the
institution has played a
crucial role in shaping
thousands of students into
skilled and responsible
citizens.

Colleges like IGN playa
vital role in achieving the
vision of developed
Haryana. Educational in-
stitutions are the back-
bone of the stat

CM said.

Saini said to promote
higher education, the state
government has opened
79 government colleges,
32 of which are exclusive-
ly for girls.

Now, there is a govern-

occupied Dalit land. “We
made it clear that such ac-
tions won't be tolerated here.

L oD ala
In Uttar Pradesh, justice will
prevail for the poorand Dal-
its, not for mafias or crimi-
nals,” he added.

He stated that his entire
cabinet had the privilege of
taking a dip at the Triveni
Sangam on January 22. He
expressed gratitude for the
opportunity to serve mil-
lions of devotees anmng
from around the world. !
just 10 days, 10 crore dwo~
tees have taken a dip at
Triveni. While India and

jobs will be given to
5 years: Haryana CM

He said that IGN

College was estab-
lished in 1974 to
provide education
to rural children and
over its 50-year
journey, the institu-
tion has played a
crucial role in shap-
ing thousands of
students into skilled
and responsible citi-
zens.

ment college within a 20-
kilometer radius acr
the state. Besides th
new universities have d]Ml
been established in the
state, he

The chief mmntu— said
that 1.71 lakh youth have

been provided govern-
ment jobs on the basis of
merit without any 'Parchi
Kharchi' (favouritism or
bribe) and the govern-
ment will provide 2 lakh
more jobs in the next five
years. There isa lot of en-
thusiasm among the youth
regarding the schemes be-
ing run by the govern-
ment in their interest and
the recruitments being
done on the basis of 'Mis
sion Merit', he said.

Saini further said under
the New Education Policy,
the government is com-
mitted to providing qual-
ity education and em-
ployment to the youth.

Haryana's youth have
excelled not anly in sports
but also in various other
fields, making the state
proud on a global level, he
said,

<

“hina have a population of
over 45 crore, we expect
over 45 crore devotees to vis-
it the Kumbh between Jan-
uary13 and February 26," he
said.

The chief minister high-
lighted the inclusive nature
of the Mahakumbh, where
people of all backgrounds
are coming together at the
Sangam without discrimi-
nation. The message of Ma-
hakumbh is clear—only
through unity can our nation

UP Diwas celebrates state's prosperity & pride:

Lucknow

The grand inauguration of
Uttar Pradesh Diwas, cele-
brating the state'sremarkable
journey and achievements,
took place at Awadh Shilp
Gram in Lucknow. From
January 24 to January 26,
this three-day celebration
was inaugurated by the Vice
President of India, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, with Governor
Anandiben Patel and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
also in attendance. During
this, CM Yogi remarked, "Ut-
tar Pradesh Diwas celebrates
the state’s prosperity and
pride.”

The e-portal for the
Mukhyamantri Yuva Udyam
Vikas Abhivan (M YUVA)
was launched during the
event. Loans and approval
letters were distributed to

remain strong. However,
casteism and stic poli-
ties remain the biggest ob-
stacles to unity and devel-
opment.

Criticising the politics of
casteism and nepotism, he
said these were promoted by
those who cared only for
their families and ignored
the wellbeing of the mar-
ginalised, Dalits, and back-
ward communities.

Referring to Dr. Lohia's
teachings, he said, “Those

chasing wm]lh and lega

cialists are ohscsm_d mlh
property.”

He accused the SP of us-
ing their flag to shield crim-
inals and mafias rather than
standing up for the poor
and the oppressed. “Their
sympathy has never been
with the weak and the mar-
ginalized,” he added.

CM Yogi slammed SP
President Akhilesh Yadav
for allegedly spreading false
propaganda about the Ma-
hakumbh and playing with
India’s faith. "On January

25,000 young entrepreneurs
to help them establish their
enterprises. Additionally, Ut-
tar Pradesh Gaurav Sam-
man was conferred upon six
distinguished individuals
from the state.

In his address, Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adi
tended a warm welcome to
the Vice President and con-
veyed his congratulations to
Uttar Pradesh’s people on
Uttar Pradesh Foundation
Day. He highlighted the sig-
nificance of this year, with the
Mahakumbh being held in
the state. He said, "Over the
past 10 days, devotees from
across India and abroad have
taken a holy dip in the
Ganges at Triveni Sangam,
receiving blessings from
revered saints and spreading
the message of unity

22 2024, when Lord Ram’s
idol was installed in Ayod-
hya, the Samajwadi Party
also opposed it. This is the
same party whose hands are
stained with the blood of
karsevaks. They stained the
Saryu River with the blood of
those who fought for Ram
Janmabhoomi,” he said.

The CM highlighted sev-
eral initiatives taken by his
government but were op-
posed by the SP, including
the naming of the Ayodhya
Airport after Valmiki, de-
velopments at significant
religious sites like the birth-
place of Sant Ravidas in Seer
Govardhan, and the beauti-
fication of historical land-
marks like the Raja Subeldev
memorial in Bahraich and
the Lakhimpur Kheri fort.

“When we named three
PAC women battalions after
Veerangana Uda Devi,
Jhalkari Bai, and Avanti Bai,
the SP opposed that too.
‘They even dismantled the 54
companies of the UPPAC
that were formed to deal
with rioters,” CM Yogi
added.

throughout the country.”
CM Yogi also emphasized
the importance of this year,
marking 75 years since the
adoption of the Indian Con-
stitution under the leadership
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. He
said, "The Constitution was
handed to the Constituent
Assembly on November 26,
1950." He also noted that
Uttar Pradesh was estab-
lished on January 24, 1950,
making this daya symbol of
the state's glorious journey.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, while discussing
the historieal evolution of
Uttar Pradesh, traced its
Jjourney from 1775 to 1833,
when the region was part of
Fort William (Bengal). In
1834, it was separated from
Bengal, forming the Agra
Presidency, and by 1836, it

Top leaders extend
wishes for ‘UP Diwas’

Lucknow day of this holy land. This
On the occasion of Uttar  land has witnessed count-
Pradesh Foundation Day, less my i

I and his-

the country’s top leaders
conveyed heartfelt wishes o
the people of the state, em-
phasizing its crucial role in
the economic, social, polit-
ical, and spiritual develop-
ment of India.

President Droupadi Mur-
mu, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defense Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, and for-
mer Governor Ram Naik
all took to social media to
send their greetings to the
people of Uttar Pradesh,
wishing for the state’s con-
tinued progress, prosperity,
and happiness.

“My heartiest greetings
to all the residents of Uttar
Pradesh on this Founda-
tion Day. This state plays an
important role in the eco-
i, social, political, and
development of
the country. I am confident
that the state will continue
on the path of overall de-
velopment. I wish for the
continued progress, happi-
ness, and prospe:
hardworking and
people of Uttar Pradesh,”
said President Droupadi
Murmu in her message.

“My best wishes to all my
brothers andsisters in Uttar
Pradesh on the foundation

was renamed the North
Western Provinces.

He added: In 1902, it be-
cameknown as ‘North-West-
ern Provinces and Awadh,' in
1937, it was further re-
branded as the ‘United
Provinees.’ Finally, on Janu-
ary 24, 1950, the state was of-
ficially npamed 'Uttar
Pradesh.’ Today, Uttar
Pradesh stands as a beacon of
immense potential.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also highlighted
that the first Uttar Pradesh
Diwaswas celebrated in 2018
under the leadership of the
then-Governor, Ram Naik.
He said, "This year marks the
seventh anniversary of the
event. During this time, Ut-
tar Pradesh has launched
several significant initiatives.
‘The One District One Prod-

UP Day celebrated with great enthusiasm in Agra

Aakash Jain
a

The 75th Foundation Day of
Uttar Pradesh was celebrat-
@ with great enthusiasm in
Sursadan in Agra here on
Friday.

MP Fatehpur Sikri Rajku-
mar Chahar, Rajya Sabha
Member Mr. Naveen Jain,
District Panchayat Chair-
man Dr. Manju Bhadoria,
MLAs Purushottam Khan-
delwal, Dr. Dharmapal, Mr.
Chaudhary Babulal, Dr. GS
Dharmesh, Mr. Chhotelal
Verma and Mrs. Nirm
i nal Commis-
sioner Mr. Shailendra Kumar
Singh were welcomed by
District Magistrate Mr.
Arvind Mallappa Bangari
and Chief Development Of-
ficer Mrs, Pratibha Singh.

Haryana CS reviews 25 infrastructure
projects of over Rs 100 crore each

Chandigarh
Haryana Chief Secretary Dr
Vivek Joshi on Friday
chaired a review meeting for
25 infrastructure projects,
each witha cost exceeding Rs
100 crore. With a total of
aver Rs 17,516 crore, these
projects span over the de-
partments of Industries and
Commerce, Medical Educa-
tion and Research, Irriga-
tion and Water Resourees,
and Public Health Engi-
neering.

During the meeting, he
instructed officials to estab-
lish a panel comprising offi-
cers from the irrigation, in-
dustry, PWD B&R, and pub-

R\
lic health departments. This
panel will review project
timelines and propose proac-
tive, long-term solutions to
ensure strict adherence to
schedules and the timely
completion of projects.

Issuing strict instructions,
the CS also directed officials
to take action against negli-
gent contractors, including

blacklisting them. He di-
rected that all necessary
clearances, including envi-
ronmental and forest ap-
provals, should be obtained
prior to issuing tenders for
projects, ensuring their com-
pletion within the stipulated
timelines.

The meeting was informed
that the Rs 100-¢rore project
to provide canal-based drink-
ing water supply to 35 vil-
lages of Badhra Assembly
constituency has been com-
pleted in Charkhi Dadri dis-
triet. Similarly, the improve-
ment of water supply in 52
villages and 5 Dhanies in
Nagina and Pingwan blocks

of Nuh district is also nearing
completion.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Medical Education and
Research, Sudhir Rajpal, said
the construction work of six
government nursing colleges
in the state at a cost of Rs
194.30 crore is likely to be
completed as per schedule by
this May 31.

He said the construction of
Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
University of Health §
ences in Kutail, Karnal, has
also been completed while
the procurement of medical
equipment and recruitment
of faculty and other staffis in
progress.

gram MLA Dr. GS

Dharmesh said that we are
celebrating the foundation
day of Uttar Pradesh, this
land is the ¢ity of Avodhya of
Lord Rama, Mathura of Lord
Krishna and Kashi of Lord
Shankar, our Gods have in-
camated on this holy land, he
described in detail the pop-
ulation, food grains and ge-

ograp ul features of Uttar

Pl'adesh

d ess that after the suc-
cessful Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath Ji became the
Chief Minister, he under-
stood the importance of cel-
ebrating UP Day and from
2018 it was celebrated with
enthusiasm and dignity and
its form was expanded.

District Panchayat Presi-
dent Dr. Manju Bhadoria
said that Lord Ram, Krishna
and divine saints were born
in Uttar Pradesh, the holy
land of creation, sanskar,
culture and valor. Today, UP
is making unprecedented
progress in all the fields of ed-
ucation, self-governance, de-
velopment, law and order.
We are continuously pro-
gressing from milk produc-
tion to agricultural produc-
tion, highways, expressways,
airports ete. The divine
Kumbh, nbol of unity
and equ; being uq,un-
ized with great pompby Yogi
Ji, where 40 crore people,
leaving aside caste, religion
and highand low, will take a
holy dip, such is our Uttar
Pradesh.

LG Sinha asks youth to propel J&K’s
growth trajectory to new heights

Jammu

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor (LG) Manaj
Sinha on Friday emphasized
the role of educational insti-
tutions and yoith in devel-
aping India as knowledge
ecanomy and realising the vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat.

He inaugurated 'BRICS
Youth Council Entrepre-
neurship Run-up Event’ at
the Indian Institute of Man-
agement (1IM), Jammm.

He congratulated the Min-
istry of Youth Affairs &
Sports, the Global Counter
Terrorism Council (GCTC),
1IM Jammu and all other as-
sociate departments for pro-
viding a dynamic platform

uth leaders to

owcase innovative busi-

ness ideas and entrepre-
neurial initiatives.

The LG highlighted the
transformative initiatives of
the government through the
Department of Industries &
Commerce that have rede-
fined innovation and entre-
preneurship ecosystem and
empowering youth of the

UT.

“In the past few vears
J&K's industrial ecosystem
has witnessed an unprece-
dented surge, supporting the
culture of innovation, re-
search & development and
scientific advancements. 1
want to see our youth among
top-notch entrepreneurs of
the country, contributing to
its growth,” Sinha said.

He said the sincere efforts
and policy interventions of
the government have made
J&K a vibrant startup hub.
He also shared the key
tiatives including M
Yuva to develop a business
support ecosystem for the
enterprising youth of J&K.

torical periods in Indian
culture and is now engaged
in creating new chapters of
development. With the gov-
ernment's dedication to
public welfare and the tire-
less hard work of s people,
1 am confident that Uttar
Pradesh will continue to
contribute immensely to
the vision of a develop

dia," Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi stated.

“Warm greetings to all
the residents of Uttar
Pradesh, the land of reli-
gion, knowledge, and rich
cultural heritage. T pray to
Lord Shri Ram for the all-
round development of the
state and the welfare of its
people,” Home Minister
Amit Shah expressed.
“My heartiest greetings
to all the brothers and sis-
ters of the state on the
foundation day of Uttar
Pradesh. This state is a
symbol of India’s rich na-
ture, culture and traditions.
Over the past several years,
there has been unprece-
dented development in the
state. I pray that Uttar
Pradesh continues to write
new chapters of progress
and prosperity,” said De-
fense Rajnath Minister
Singh.

CM Yogi

uct (ODOP) scheme was in-
troduced on the first foun-
dation day, followed by the
Vishwakarma Shram Sam-
‘man Yojana on the second
foundation day, among oth-
er initiatives in subsequent
yea

Yogi announced the
launch of the Mukhyamantri
Yuva Udyam Vikas Abhiyan
by the Vice President. He
said, "This scheme aimstoof-
fer opportunities for 1 lakh
youth to became entrepre-
neurs each year. Interest-
free loans will be available to
individuals aged 21 to 40,
with loans of up to ¥5 lakh in
the first phase and up to T10
lakh in the second phase.
27,500 applications have
been received, and T254
crore in loans have been
sanctioned.”

VP inaugurates
UP Foundation
Day celebrations
in Lucknow

Lucknow

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar inaugurated a
three-day  celebration
marking Uttar Pradesh's
Foundation Day at Avadh
Shilp Gram, Lucknow. The
event was graced by the
presence of Governor
Anandiben Patel and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
Spanning from January
24 to 26, the grand occa-
sion showcases the state's
rich cultural heritage, de-
velopmental journey, and
strides in economic em-
powerment.

As part of the celebra-
tions, six distinguished in-
dividuals who have
brought international
recognition to the state's
growth and pride were
honored with the ‘Uttar
Pradesh Gaurav Samman',
The awardees included Kr-
ishnakant Shukla from
Varanasi, Himanshu Gup-
ta, an entrepreneur and
environmentalist from
Vrindavan, Mathura,
Manish Verma, an agri-
cultural entreprenenr from
Kanpur, Krishna Yadav, a
woman entrepreneur from
Bulandshahr, Colanel Sub-
hash Deshwal, an agricul-
tural expert from Buland-
shahr, and Dr. Jai Singh, a
banana cultivation expert
from Bahraich. Each re-
cipient was presented with
Rs 11 lakh, a certificate of
appreciation, and a cere-
monial stole by the Vice
President.
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We struggled to

impose our

game, some
faced Indian
spinners for
first time:
Jos Buttler

Rohit shows some spark but falls for 28
in second essay on Ranji Trophy return

Mumbai

e pulled Umar Nazir for a
trademark six, effortlessly
Jofted Augib Nabi and Yud-

hvir Singh for a couple of
more hits over the ropes to give a
glimpse of his absolute best. But even-
tually, a fifty on Ranji comeback was
not meant to be for India captain Ro-
hit Sharma who fell for 28 here on Fri-
day.

Playing his first game for Mumbai in
domestic red-ball cricket in nearly a
decade, Rohit's first day on the field was
a disaster with the 37-year-old falling
for a 19-ball 3 in the opening hour of the
Ranji Trophy clash against Jammu
Kashmir.

But on Friday, Rohit gave a farbet-
ter account of himself to notch up a flu-
ent 28, his best in first-class ericket
sincea 52 in the second innings of the
Bengaluru Test against New Zealand
last year.

It indeed has been that long for Ro-
hit, who has since scored 0, 8, 18, 11,3,
6, 3 and 9 in subsequent outings
against New Zealand and Australin.

Back then in mid-October, India
were cemented on top of the World

Aaqib Javed slams
former cricketers over

'spin vs pace' debate

Multan

Pakistan's interim head coach and
senior selector Aagib Javed on Fri-
day defended the strategy to pre-
pare rank turners at home, saying
if suich tracks were prepared before,
the team could have been in con-
tention to make the World Test
Championship (WTC) final.

Pakistan beat England 2-1 at
home and have already taken 1-0
lead in the ongeing series against
the West Indies by winning the
opening Test by 127 runs with
spinners Abrar Ahmed and left-
arm Noman Ali wreaking havoc.

"I am surprised by this debate. If
we can win Test matches at home
through our spinners, you say our
cricket is regressing and if we win
matches through pace bowlers you
say our ericket is moving forward,"
Aagib told reporters.

"It is not the first time Pakistan
has won by preparing spin match-
es. And definitely, we should make
spin tracks to take advantage of
home conditions.

We should have taken such de-
cisions before and we would have
been in the race in the 1CC World
Test Championship cycle.”

Aaqib said that everyone needed
to understand that the eventual
aim is to win matches as a team
and it didn't matter who starred be
it batters, spinners, or pacers.

"We need to become that team
again where touring sides know it
is not going to be easy in Pakistan
and they will face hallenges.

In recent times we have lost
home series because we didn't or
couldn't prepare pitches to suit
our bowlers."

The coach said that every team
understands that the format of the
WTC was such that they have to
win their home series and a couple
of games on away tours to become
a candidate to play in the final.

He noted that every country had
pitches suited to their strength
and cited the example of South
Africa where no Test match lasted
the distance in the last few years,
and many contests ended within
three days.

The Pakistan coach also pointed
out that on their recent tour to
South Africa, they came close to
winning the first Test through its
all-pace attack but unfortunately
couldn't get the last two wickets.

"We didn't play a spinner there
so it is all about conditions and
playing eleven is based on that."

He said that he had been work-
ing with the bowlers in the team
and even at the domestic level to
‘make them find again the art of re-
verse swing bowling on abrasive
and spin tracks in the subconti-
nent.

"Our top bowlers in the past
mostly used to rely heavily on re-
verse swing to win matches and
also clean up the lower order of
ather teams. Unfortunately, nowa-
days our bowlers are not able to do
that and we are working on that."

=
Test Championship points table and the
house wis in complete order for the na-
tional side.

But it all came crumbling down fol-
lowing defeats to New Zealand and
Australia which forced Indian super-
stars to play domestic ericket.

itwasn't to happen. Rohit's knock of 28
was mixed with hits and misses in the
initial stages, which all began with a
tough dropped chance by Nazir in the
fourth over when he could not grab a
return catch on his follow through.

An injured Djokovic
quits in Australian Open

Melbourne

An injured Novak Djokovie quit be-
cause of a torn muscle in his left legaf-
ter dropping the first set of his Aus-
tralian Open semifini] against Alexan-
der Zverev on Friday.

Dijokovie lost the opener 7-6 (5) in
a tiehreaker and immediately walked
around the net to concede the match
to Zverev. Fans booed as Djokovie
walked off towards the locker room,
and he responded by giving two
thumbs-up,

“It was getting worse and worse,”
Djokovic said later at his news con-
ference, veferring to the pain in his leg,
which he hurt during his quarterfinal
victory over Carlos Alcaraz on Tuesday
night. “T knew, even if I won the first
set, it was going to be a huge uphill bat-
tle for me.”

Dijokovic was bidding for an 11th
championship at the Australian Open
and record 25th Grand Slam title
overall. He withdrew from last year's

semifinal against Zverev

Djokovic lost the opener 7-6
(5) in a tiebreaker and immedi-
ately walked around the net to
concede the match to Zverev.
Fans booed as Djokovic walked
off towards the locker room,
and he responded by giving
two thumbs-up.

French Open before the quarterfinals
after tearing the meniscus in his right
knee. The only set of Djokevie vs
Zverey lasted 1 hour, 20 minutes and
included 19 points that lasted nine
strokes or more apiece. The first four
games alone lasted 31 minutes.

It was gruelling—and would have
been even without dealing with a
problem with one’s body. But Djokovic
shawed up with his left thigh taped up,
areminder that he finished the contest
against Alcaraz that way after hurting
himself late in the first set.

Rohit immediately responded witha
pull shot for a six over the square leg.

A thick outside edge then flew be-
tween the felder at gully and second
slip, and on the final ball Rohit flashed
hard and wide to put the ball away for
another four on the off-side.

Dropped on one, Rohit had raced to
21 off 11 balls at one stage but he re-
mained cautious mostly, even though
there were a few times he was beaten.

With comparatively no moisture on
the second day wicket here at the BKC,
J&K bowlers ulso had to work hard 1o
keep it tight but could not stop Rohit
from freeing up his arms for a total of
three six i two fours,

Eventually, it took a perfectly-timed
leap for a one-handed grab from J&K's
Abid Mushtaq at mid-wicket off Nazir,
who dismissed Rohit for the second
time in the contest, to end the Indian
captain's stay in the middle.

While the lanky Nazir had the last
Taugh, Rohit walked off with an innings
that had elements of all that was and
could have been, hits and misses in-
fused with promise that a big knock
could just be around the corner for the
struggling mainstay.

Raksha Khadse applauds World
up-winning kho kho teams

New Delhi
Inion Minister of State for Youth Af-
fairs and Sports, Raksha Nikhil Khadse,
met and congratulated both the men's
and women's kho kho teams, who re-
cently won the World Cup, here on Fri-
day. The Minister applaunded the dom-
inating manner in which both the
teams clinched the glittering World Cup
trophies.
"Itis such a momentous occasion for
the country that both our men’s and
women's teams clinched the first-ever

tries across 6 continents featuring in the
)

‘Waorld Cup in kho kho, especially the
dominating fashion in which we won
gives me immense pride. This i our in-
digenos sport, the sport of our soil, our
villages. The entire country celebrated
the victory, even in distant parts. [ want
to congratulate Kho Kho Federation of
India (KKFI) president (Sudhanshu)
Mittal ji and his entire team for putting
alot of effort into helping the game earn
the much-reguired fame and create rip-
ples internationally,” Khadse said while
addressing the World Cup-winning
teams.

Pratik Waikar-led Indian men's team
defeated Nepal in the title clash while
the women's team that was captained
by Priyanka Ingle, also triumphed
against Nepal in the finale. The first-
ever Kho Kho World Cup saw 23 coun-

£ with 20 men's
and 19 women's teams being a part of
it.

"Not only Maharashtra, where the
sport originated, but other states also
performed very well, which is very
heartening to see. T would urge all the
players to promote the sport in their
states/districts/ cities ete. You need to
tell people in your region about your
achievernents so that more get
inspired to take up the sport. 1 would
like to extend my best wishes to each
player present here for more suceess in
the future,” she added.

The Sports Authority of India (SAI)
supported KKFI to organise a month-
long national camp from December 10,
2024, to January 11, 2025, at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium at no cost.

Mandhana, Deepti in ICC women's ODI
Team of the Year; no Indian in men's side

Dubai

Star batter Smiriti Mandhana and all-
rounder Deepti Sharma were on Friday
named in the ICC women's ODI Team
of the Year 2024 but none of their male
counterparts found a place in the men's
side that was dominated by Sri Lanka,
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The women's all-star team has three
players from England. two Australians,
two South Africans and one each from
Sri Lanka and West indies, besides the
two Indians. South African batter Lau-
ra Wolvaandt, who scored 697 runs in
12 matchesin 2024, was named captain
of the ICC team.

The men were, however, absent from
the ICCXT and that can be attributed to
lack of ODI engagements for the coun-
iry last year. India played only three
ODIs — an away series against Sri Lan-
ka -, losing two of them while the third
one ended in a te.

The 28 1d i acet-

format.
Deepti scored 186 runs and took 24
wickets in 13 matches ina fine all-round
show in 2024.
Sub-continent shines in Men's all-star
line-up — The men's all-star ODI team

mulated 747 runs in 13 matches to be
the highest run-scorer in women's
ODIsin 2024. She is also in the running
for the ICC Women's ODI Cricketer of
the Year award.

In the home series against South
Africa, Ma was in sublime form,
beginning with back-to-back centuries
in the first two ODIs. She narrowly
missed a third consecutive ton, falling
for 9o, though her remarkable tally of
343 runs in the series earned her the
Player-of-the-Series award.

Mandhana had a shaky start in the
first two ODIs against New Zealand in
October, but ended the series on a
high note with a brilliant centuryin the
final match. With this hundred, Mand-
hana became the most prolific century-
muker for India in the Women's 50-over

Jadeja shines as other India international
stars continue to disappoint in Ranji Trophy

Mumbai

Ravindra Jadeja turned out to be the
only Indian superstar to live up to ex-
pectations, returning with a 12-wicket
haul for Saurashtra even as the likes of
Rohit Sharma and Rishabh Pant once
again failed to score big for their re-
spective teams in the Ranji Trophy on
Friday.

Jadeja, who claimed 5/66 in the first
innings, returned with 7/38 figures in
the second essay at Rajkot's Nitanjan
Shah Stadium as Saurashtra trounced
Delhi by 10 wickets to win with a bonus
point in their Elite Group D mateh on
Friday.

‘The contest had also marked the re-
turn of India wicketkeeper-batter Pant,
who endured twin faiures scoring 1and
17 in two outings.

‘While Jadeja ruled the roost in his
backyard on expected lines, his per-
formance was the only positive output
from the national team’s perspective as
the much-anticipated return of Rohit for
defending champions Mumbai turned
out to be another disappointing affair.

Dismissed for a wobbly 19-ball 3 on
theopening day, Rohit appeared to be
hitting his strides when he hit three at-

tractive sixes and put on a 54-run
stand for the first wicket with his Test
opening partner Yashasvi Jaiswal.

Despite looking good in patches, Ro-
hit failed to convert the start and per-
ished for 28 off 35 balls with two fours
and three sixes, which was his lighest
first-class score since 52 in the second
innings of the Bengaluru Test against
New Zealand last October,

Rohit's innings was marked with

flashes afbrilliance as well as misses but
some of the strokes he played - twice
he lifted Jammu and Kashmir pacers
over their head for sixes -- showed the
promise of the Indian Testand ODI cap-
tain rediscovering his long lost form.

Jaiswal, who was the only Indian bat-
terto get considerable runs against New
Zealand and Australia, also endured a
forgettable return to Ranji Trophy as he
fell for 4 and 26.

After being surprised with one that
skidded in to trap him leg-hefore on a
fresh wicket, Jaiswal chose to keep
taking strides towards the pitch of the
ball to negate movement off the surface,
while showing more intent to get runs.
‘While he did hit a few attractive strokes,
Jasswal could not impose himself on the
opposition bowlers. Shreyas Iyer, who
was in peak form in the first round of
five group stage matches with 233
against Maharashtra and another hun-
dred against Odisha, flopped too when
he fell for a 16-ball 17 in Mumbai's sec-
ond innings.

Iyer, who is a member of India's
squad for the Champions Trophy, had
made a 7-ball 11 during his brief stay in
the first essay.

d by the I0C features four
players from Sri Lanka, three each
from Pakistan and Afghanistan and one
from the West Indies.

Sri Lanka captain Charith Asalanka
was named skipper of the ICC team as
well for his stupendous batting through
the year.

In his 16 ODI appearances in 2024,
Asalanka seared 605 runs at an average
of 50.2 including a century and four
fifties.

Sri Lanka played 18 ODIs in the
year gane by, the highest among all
teams, and won 12 of them.

Palkistan picked up seven victories
from its nine ODI engagements, while
Afghanistan won eight of their 14 one-
dayers.

Big-hitting West Indian Sherfane
Rutherford, who made his interna-

tional debut in 2023, was the lone
non-Asian in the all-star XI for his
425 runs from nine games at an as-
tonishing averge of 106.2.

10C Women's ODI Team of the
Year for 2024

Smriti Mandhana (India), Laura
Wolvaardt (c) (South Africa), Chamari
Athapaththu (Sri Lanka), Hayley
Matthews (West Indies), Marizanne
Kapp (South Africa), Ashleigh Gardner
(Australin), Annabel Sutherland (Aus-
tralia), Amy Jones (WK) (England),
Deepti Sharma (India), Sophie Eccle-
stone (England), Kate Cross (England).

1CC Men's ODI Team of the
Year for 2024

Charith Asalanka (C) (Sri Lanka),
Saim Ayub (Pakistan), Rahmanullah
Gurbaz (Afghanistan), Pathum Nis-
sanka (Sri Lanka), Kusal Mendis (WK)
(Sri Lanka), Sherfane Rutherford (West
Indies), Azmatullah  Omarzai
(Afghanistan), Wanindu Hasaranga
(Sri Lanka), Shaheen Shah Afridi (Pak-
istun), Haris Ranf (Pakistan), AM Ghaz-
anfar (Afghanistan).

Jannik Sinner beats Ben Shelton to
return to the Australian Open final

- ﬂ

Melbourne

Defending champion Jannik Sinner
overcame some third-set cramping
and beat Ben Shelton 7-6 (2), 6-2, 6-2
on Friday to return to the Australian
Open final ashe pursues a third Grand
Slam title.

The No. 1-ranked Sinner, a 23-year-
old from Ttaly, felibehind in the open-
ing set and twice was a point from los-
ing it when Shelton served at 6-5. But
Sinner broke there, then dominated the
ensuing tichreaker, and broke again to
begin the second set.

The only trouble Sinner ran into the

rest of the way was when he clutched
at his left hamstring, and then his
right thigh, in the third set. He was
treated by a trainer, who massaged both
of Sinner's legs during changeovers.

Sinner won his first major title at
Melbourne Park a year ago, then
grabbed No, 2 atthe U.S. Open in Sep-
tember.

He'll try to add to that total when he
faces No. 2 Alexander Zverev on Sun-
day for the championship.

Zverev advanced when Novak
Dijokovic quit after one set of their
semifinal Friday because of a leg injury.
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WHO says
reviewing
priorities
ahead of US exit

_ Geneva
‘The World Health Or-
ganization said Friday
it was reviewing its pri-
orities in preparation
for the withdrawal of
its largest donor the US,
and stressed that it pro-
vides vital services that
rrolem the country from
health threats.

Trump on Monday
signed an executive or-
der directing the United
States to withdraw from
the WHO, a body he has
repeatedly criticised
over its handling of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

"This announcement
has made our financial
situation more acute,
and we know it has cre-
ated significant concern
and uncertainty for the
WIHO workforce," the or-
ganisation’s chief Tedros
Adhanom  Ghebreyesus
said in a letter sent to
WHO staff Thursday and
seen by AFP on Friday,

THestressed that the UN
health agency regretted
the decision by the Unit-
ed States — by far its big-
gest donor — and hoped
"the new administration
will reconsider it",

"We are open to en-
gaging in constructive
dialogue to preserve and
strengthen the histor-
ic relationship between
WHO and the USA," he
said.

WHO spokesman
Christian Lindmeier
stressed to reporters

Friday that the US with-
drawal would be a mis-
take.

"WHO protects the
US with a sophisticated
health intelligence sys-
tem that works to detect,
characterise and assess
threats in real time," he
said.
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Putin ready to talk to Trump,
wa1t1ng for US 'signals': Kremlin

Vhe I\wmhn said
Friday that Presi-
dent Vladimir Pu-

tin was ready to talk to
US counterpart Donald
Trump but was waiting
for "signals" from Wash-
ington.

Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told jour-
nalists: "Putin is ready.
We are waiting for sig-
nals" from the United
States.

Putin and the newly
inaugurated American
president have both said
they are ready to meet
for talks on Ukraine.

Trump has threatened
Russia with tougher eco-
nomic sanctions if Mos-
cow does not agree to
end the conflict.

Peskov said that he
could not comment fur-

¥
I

ther on a meeting be-
tween the leaders, say-
ing it was "hard to read
coffee grounds” to pre-
dict the future.

The Kremlin spokes-

man rejected a claim

from Trump that the
conflict in Ukraine could
be ended by lowering the
price Russia receives for
its oil, say "This con-

flict does not depend on

oil price:

Speaking at the World

Economic  Forum in

Davos on Thursday,
that he

Trump said

UN concerned by
Israel's 'war fighting'
methods in West Bank

Geneva

Putin and the newly
inaugurated American
president have both
said they are ready
to meet for talks on
Ukraine. [

The United Nations voiced

serious concerns Friday

over the Israeli military's

use of force during its raid

this week in the West Bank,

including methods "deseh
oped for war fighting".

The lsmeh nuhmr) this

would ask Saudi Ara-
bia and OPEC to lower
oil prices, saying: "If
the price came down,
the Russia-Ukraine war
would end immediate-
ly."

" Peskov said the con-
fliet was instead based

on "threats to Russla'i
. o o

"threats to Russian:
ing in Ukraine and "the
lack of desire and com-
plete refusal of Ameri-
cans and Europeans to
listen to Russia's con-
cerns”,

weel a raid in
the Jenin area, a hotbed
of Palestinian militancy,
days into a ceasefire in
its war with Hamas in the
Gaza Strip.

"We are deeply con-
cerned by the use of
unlawful lethal force in
Jenin, in the oceupied
West Bank,” UN human
rights office spakesman
Thameen  Al-Kheetan
told a media briefing in
Geneva.

"The deadly Isracli 0|r
erations in recent
raise  serious Lnncems
about unnecessary or

"Tron
"eradicate terrorism” in

disproportionate use of
force, including methods
and means developed for
war fighting, in violation
of international human
rights law, norms and
standards applicable to
law enforcement opera-
tions.

"This includes multiple
airstrikes and apparently
random shooting at un-
armed residents attempt-
ing to flee or find safety."

UN human rights chief
Volker Turk has called for
Israel to adopt and en-
force rules of engagement
that are fully in line with
applicable human rights
norms.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin  Netanyahu
has said the objective of
the operation, dubbed
wall", was to

the area.

Smriti [rani calls for greater gIobal cooperation to empower women

Davos

ormer Union min-
Smriti  Ira-
i has called for

greater global coopera-
lion on women empow-
erment and pitched for
empowering women en-
trepreneurs with latest

technological advances
like AL
Trani, founder and

chairperson of Alliance
for Global Good- Gen-
der Equity and Equality,
said in an interview here
during the World Eco-
nomic Forum Annual
Meeting that India has
taken several ambitious
initiatives to empower
women, enhance their
skillsets, and improve
their overall well-being.
Irani emphasised the
need for global collabo-

ration, citing efforts to
uplift women through
the Alliance.

"Our mission is to con-
nect people worldwide
and empower women
in business, build their
skillsets, and focus on
their health and well-be-
ing,” Irani said.

She highlighted the
pivotal support of the
Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation and the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) in driving
these efforts forward.

"So far, we have initi-
ated projects involving
4,000 international del-
egates. This year, par-
ticularly in Davos, we
have introduced signif-
icant schemes. In India,
we aim to reach nearly
250 locations and em-

power 1,00,000 women
entrepreneurs,” she said.

The plans include fa-
cilitating capital access,
helping  entrepreneurs
repackage products for
international markets,
and guiding them on
meeting global certifica-
tions and standa

Acknowledging  the
transformative role of

technology, Irani said,

t Davos, we recog-
ise that this is the era
of AL, We are exploring
how technology can as-
sist women entrepre-
neurs and how they ean
adapt to and leverage

Irani, founder and
chairperson of Alli-
ance for Global Good-
Gender Equity and
Equality, said in an
interview here during
the World Economic
Forum Annual Meet-
ing that India has tak-
en several ambitious
initiatives to empow-
er women, enhance
their skillsets, and

improve their overall
well-being.

these  advancements.”
Irani said that a newly
signed agreement with
the  Commonwealth's
56 member countries
would ensure the exten-

sion of India’s efforts to
other nations.

Irani said a strategic
partnership agreement
with a US-based in-
dustry forum has been
formed, which will focus
on upskilling women in
Asia for the carbon cred-
it market, creating em-
ployment opportunities
while addressing envi-
ronmental concerns.

"This initiative not only
focuses on empowering
women but also posi-
tions India as a global
leader in both sustain-
ability and women's de-
velopment,” Irani said.

She said the potential
for mnowmon, resilience

rogress gets un-
Iucketr Ezn wtfnen are
em)iw‘mvered in a society.

Tl Alliance  was

launched last year on
the sidelines of the WEF
Annual Meeting 2024,
which also she had at-
tended.

Anchored in the CII
Centre for Women Lead-
ership, supported by the
Gates Foundation and
with the World Econom-
ic Forum as its network
partner, the Alliance fo-
cuses on three core pil-
lars of health, women's
enterprise, and educa-
tion and skilling.

The Alliance, in part-
nership with the Women
Collective Forum, has
designed the 100K initi-
ative, which aims to en-
gage and equip 1,00,000
women - corporate lead-
ers, entrepreneurs, busi-
ness owners, and profes-
sionals across India.

Keeway India
Unveils K300 SF with
Exclusive Launch Offer

aegis 01 Adishwar Auto
Ride India (AARI), is
excited to announce the
introduction of a special
edition of its popular
K300 motoreycle series,
named the Keeway IQ;OQ
SF (Street Fighter). As
part of an exclusive offer,
the first 100 customers
can own this stunning
machine at a special
price of just T1.69 lakhs
(ex-showroom). The
K300 SF is an upgraded
version of the K300N,
and the limited period
offer will make it a great
value for money product
for performance motor-
cycle enthusiasts.

In this ever-grow-
ing 300ce segment, the
K300 SF with its exclu-
sive pricing, will give the
first 100 set of custom-
ers 4 unigue opportunity

LIC Mutual Fund

____New Delhi
LIC Mutual Fund, one of
the reputed fund houses
in India, is launching LIC
MF Multi Asset Alloca-
tion Fund, an open-ended
scheme investing in equi-
ty, debt and gold.

Commenting on the
NFO, Mr. RXK. Jha,
Managing Director &
Chief Executive Officer
of LIC Mutual Fund As-
set Management Ltd.,
said: *“The Multi-Asset
Allgeation Funds are in-
creasingly getting pop-
ular nowadays as it re-
duces the concentration

to step into the premium
3oocc segment, stand-
ing out from the rest in
the Indian market.

Speaking on the
I;lunch Mr. Vikas Jhab-
akh, Managing Director
of Keeway India, said,
"The Keeway Kzoo SF
embodies our focus on
delivering  world-class
products tailored to the
needs of Indian riders.
By introducing the K300
SF at a special price for
the first 100 customers,
we're offering a touch of
exclusivity to early adop-
ters who share our pas-
sion for innovation and
performance. This initia-
tive makes the K300 SF a
compelling offering with
immense value for mon-
ey. We're confident that
it will resonate deep-
ly with motoreyeling
enthusiasts across the
country.”

risks and ensures better
diversification of assets.
Hybrid mutual funds
saw a 27% surge in as-
sets under management
in 2024, increasing
from %6.90 lakh crore in
January 2024 to ¥8.77
lakh crore in December
2024 according to data
published by Assacia-
tion of Mutual Funds in
India (AMFI). Notably,
Multi-Asset  Allocation
Funds saw significant
growth in the AUM un-
der Hybrid category.
Currently this reflects
a clear investor incli-

Adani Group appoints Law firms
to review US bribery indictment

New Delhi

dani  group has
appointed  inde-
endent law firms

to review the US indict-
ment against its found-
er chairman Gautam
Adani, his nephew and
another key executive in
a USD 265 million brib-
ery case, according to a
stock exchange filing by
agroup firm,

Adani Green Energy
Ltd (AGEL), which is
said to have benefited
from getting renewable
energy supply contracts
in lieu of payment of the
bribe to unnamed Indi-
an officials, i the filing,
asserted that it was in
"compliance with appli-
cable laws and regula-
tions".

"The company, in
discussion with ~Adani
group management, has
appointed independent
law firms to perform
independent review" in
the US indictment mat-
ter, AGEL said in notes
to the third quarter
earnings statement.

It, however, did not
name the firms. In No-
vember last year, the US
Department of Justice's

(US DoJ) indictment
filed in a New York Court
charged Gautam Adani,
founder chairman of
the ports-to-energy con-
glomerate, his nephew
Sagar, and AGEL exec-
utive Vneet Jaain for
allegedly being part of
a scheme to pay bribes
to secure solar power
sale contracts that could
benefit bring in USD 2
billion of profits over 20
vear period to the firm.
They were charged
with securities fraud
conspiracy, wire fraud

conspiracy and securi-
ties fraud.

The Adani group has
denied all charges, call-
ing them "basele:

AGEL said it has not
been named as a defend-
ant in the indictment
and civil complaint and
added that "it had made
all appropriate disclo-
sures in the past, includ-
ing in bond offering cir-
culars”,

As per the indict-
ment, these directors
have been charged on
three counts in the crim-

inal indictment, name-
Iy (i) n]leged securities
fraud conspiracy (il
aJleged wire

ing false and misleading
statements, and as per
US SEC eivil complaint,
directors omitting mate-
rial facts that rendered
certain statements mis-
leading to US mvutor«

ing
It went on to assert

e ———
Adani Green Energy
Ltd (AGEL), which is
said to have benefited
from getting renew-
able energy supply
contracts in lieu of
payment of the bribe
to unnamed Indian
officials, in the filing,
asserted that it was
in "compliance with
applicable laws and

regulations”. I

that it complies with ap-
licable laws and regu-
ations. "Having regard
to the fact that there is
no allegation/ charge to
the company, these un-
audited financial results
do not carry any adjust-
ments in this regard," it
added.

AGEL's auditors -
SRBC & Co LLP and
Dharmesh Parikh & Co
LLP - in their note to the
October-December 2024

uarter accounts stated
that they are "unable to
comment on the possi-
ble consequential effects
thereof, on the unaudit-
ed financial results".

launches Multi Asset Allocation Fund

nation towards hybrid
funds and our new fund
is ideally suited to cater
to their interests.”

Mr. Nikhil Rungta,
Co - Chief Investment
Officer -Equity, LIC Mu-
tual Fund Asset Man-
agement Ltd., said: “A
Multi-Asset  Allocation
Fund is a solution that
combines the power of
equities for growth with
income generation from
debt and the resilience
of commodities. It pro-
vides a balanced path-
way to maximize oppor-
tunities during volatile

times. Investors who
wish to invest in all the
3 asset classes at once

and need a product hav-
ing relatively lower vol-
atility than pure equity

schemes may invest in
this product. Clearly, the
market’s long-term out-
look is bullish, and the
new fund is offering an
opportunity for all the
investors to ride on this
wave.”

The New Fund Of-
fer (NFO) will open on
24th January 2025 and
close on o7th February
2025. The investment
objective of the scheme
is to generate long-term
capital appreciation by
investing in a diversified
portfolio of equity and
equity related instru-

ments, debt and money
market instruments and
units of gold Exchange
Traded Funds (ETFs).
The benchmark of
the scheme is a combi-
nation of 65% Nifty
500 TRI + 25% Nifty
Compasite Debt In-
dex + 10% price of
domestic  gold. Mr.
Nikhil Rungta, Mr. Su-
mit Bhatnagar and Mr.
Pratik Shroff will be the
Fund managers of the
Scheme. The scheme
will reopen for continu-
ous sale and repurchase
on 18th February 2025.

NTPC  Green

NTPC Green
Energy Wins
300 MW
Solar Project

w Delhi

Ener-
gy Limited (NGEL) on
Friday said its arm has
won d 300 megawatt
(MW) solar project from
NHPC.

NTPC Renewable En-
ergy Limited (NTPC
REL) has emerged as a
successful bidder in the
e-reverse auction con-
ducted by NHPC, NGEL
said in an exchange fil-
ing.

The tender was for the
selection of solar pow-
er developers to set up
1200 MW inter-state
transmission system
(ISTS) connected solar
power projects under
tarifi-based competitive
bidding with a green
shoe aption, it added.

The tender included
600 MW/1200 MWh
energy storage systems
(ESS).

NTPC RELhassecured
a capacity of 300 MW at
a tariff of Rs 3.00/kWh
(kilowatt _hour). The
project will include the
establishment of an ESS
with a capacity of 150
MW/ 300 MWh,

The auction was con-
cluded on Jannary 23,
2025, and NTPC REL
is now awaiting the is-
suance of the Letter
of Award (LOA) from
NHPC Limited.

Advt Contact :
9818-199941
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There was a sense of fear earlier,
now I'm comfortable as an actor:
Khushi Kapoor

Mumbai
ctor Khushi
Kapoor s she
has gained more
onfidence after
her movie debut “The
Archies™ and hopes that
shows in her second movie,
“Loveyapa”, where she
stars apposite Aamir
Khan’s son Juanaid Khan.
The upeoming roman-
tic-comedy is directed by
Advait Chandan of “Laal
Singh Chaddha” and “Se-
cret Superstar” fame.
“This film allowed me to
explore my abilities as an
actor. In the first film, I was
very comfortable in Bet-
/'s role because it is very
similar to how I am. This
one was challenging but
fun at the same time for
me. It feels like I've gained
more experience. For me, it
was not tolet fear hold me
back,” Khushi, the vounger
daughter of legendary actor
Sridevi and producer
Boney Kapoor, said.
Zoya Akhtar’s “Archies”,

Happy Saif Ali
Khan returned
from hospital:
Javed Akhtar

Mumbai

eteran

Javed Akhtar on

Friday said he is

happy that Bolly-
wood star Saif Ali Khan has
recovered following a knife
attack at his residence last
week,

“All of us were extremely
concerned. And I'm happy
that he has come back from
the hospital,” Akhtar said on
the sideline of the convoca-
tion ceremony of filmmak-
ing institute Whistling
Wood.

Khan was attacked in his
12th-floor apartment in the
upscale Bandra area dur-
ing an attempted robbery.
He sustained multiple stab
wounds and inderwent two
surgeries at the Lilavati
Hospital here.

The 54-year-old actor was
discharged from the hospi-
tal on Tuesday.

Police have arrested the
intruder, identified as Sha-
reeful Islam Shehzad Mo-
hammad Rohilla Amin
Fakir, a 3o-year-old
Bangladeshi national who il-
legally entered India last
year and assumed the alias

Vijay Das.

Akhtarand veteranactor
Pankaj Kapur on Friday at-
tended the Convocation of
the Class of 2024 at the
‘Whistling Woods Interna-
tional, the film institute run
by filmmaker Subhash Ghai.

The duo were presented
with the Maestro Awards
in recognition of their out-
standing contributions to
the art of storytelling, cine-
ma, and culture.

writer

an adaptation of the popu-
lar comic series, marked
the movie debut Khushi,
Shah Rukh Khan's daugh-
ter Suhana and Amitabh
grandson

Bachchan’s
Agastya
Nan-

Zoya
Akhtar's

“Archies”, an adapta-
tion of the popular comic
series, marked the movie
debut Khushi, Shah Rukh

Khan’s daughter Suhana and

Amitabh Bachchan’s

grandson Agastya

Nanda.
da.
Khushi
admits that she was “sa-
cred” while facing the cam-
era for “The Archies”
“I've gained more confi-
dence the more I work.
There's a sense of fear and
maybe that didn’t let me
push myself to what I think
I'm capable of (in the first
film). At that time that was

my best. As you learn and
grow, you should keep get-
ting better. So, hopefully,
I'm learning more and do-
ing more and that will
help,” she said.

Described as a “tangled
tale of love and its com-
plications with a mix
of fun and laugh-
ter”, “Loveyapa™
is the story of a
young couple
(Khan  and
Kapoor) whose
lives take a
turn as unspo-
ken secrets come
to light after they
exchange their mo-
bile phones.

Khushi said that the idea
of romance may have
changed over the years but
the emotion of love be-
tween a couple remains the
same.

“We can keep adding
new words and phrases
and call it a different thing,
but essentially it remains
the same,” she said.

Sunny Deol’s high-
octane action thriller ‘Jaat’
set to release in April

Mumbai

ollywood’s action

star Sunny Deol is

all set to make a

grand comeback
on the big screen in the up-
coming action thriller ‘Jaat’,
directed by Gopichand Ma-
lineni.

The highly anticipated
film will hit theatres world-
wide on April 10 and prom-
ises to be a visual feast for
fans of high-octane action.
The film will be available in
Hindi, Telugu, and Tamil.

Sunny Deol, known for
his intense action roles, will
be seen in a gritty new
avatar, taking on his ene-
mies with unmatched in-
tensity.

In the film's teaser, un-
veiled in December 2
fansgot a glimpse of the ac-

tor wielding a bazooka, hint-
ing at the explosive action
sequences that await

The film is expected to
showcase thrilling stunts
and jaw-dropping action
scenes, with Deol leading
thecharge in a style only he
can bring to the sereen.

Gopichand Malineni and
Sunny Deol took to social
media to share the exciting
news about the release of
“Jaat’.

“#JAAT GRAND RE-
LEASE WORLDWIDE ON
APRIL 10th In Hindi, Tel-
ugu & Tamil MASS FEAST
GUARANTEED Directed by
@dongopichand Produced
by @MythriOfficial & @peo-
plemediafactory A @mu-
sicthaman Mass Beat,” the
actor wrote on his social
media handle.

Siddharth Roy Kapur

passing on title ‘Deva’

Mumbai
roducer Siddh
Roy Kapur has ex-
pressed his grati-
tudetoveteran film-
maker Subhash Ghai for pass-
ing on the title “Deva” for
the upcoming action thriller,
starring Shahid Kapoor.
‘The title “Deva", which has
been under Ghai's cinematic
custody since 1987, was ini-
tially reserved for a project
featuring Amitabh Bachchan.
And for decades, the film-
maker safeguarded the title,
envisioning it as a major film
with Bachehan in the lead.
In a statement, Kapur
wished Ghai on his 8oth
birthday and said he granted
permission to use the title
after just a single phone call.
“We are truly honoured

and grateful to Subhashji for
trusting us with such an icon-
ietitle, In just one call, he gra-
ciously agreed to pass the
toreh, with Mr. Bachchan's
blessing...

“We are committed to up-
holding its essence and de-
livering an action-packed film
that lives up to the impact he
once imagined. A very happy
8oth birthday to Subhashji!
We hope to makeyou proud,”
Kapur said.

In “Deva’, Shahid is es-
saying the role of a brilliant
but defiant police officer. Itis
directed by Rosshan Andr-
rews and also stars Pooja
Hegde and Pavail Gulati.

Produced by Roy Kapur
Films in collaboration with
Zee Studios, the movie will hit
the screens on January 31.

D] Tiesto returning to
India for three-city tour

New Delhi
utch. DJ and
record produc-
er Tiésto is all
set to return to
India after a decade for
highly-anticipated
Tiesto India Tour 2025.
DJ Tiesto, whose real
name is Tijs Michiel Ver-
west, will perform in three
cities — Gurugram, Mum-
bai and Bengaluru from
February 13 to 16, accord-
ing to a press release,
The Dutch musi
India tour is presented by
EVA Live, a leading live en-
tertainment company.
“I'm beyond thrilled to
return to India after 10
years! The incredible en-

his

an's

ergy and passion of the
people here are unlike any-
thing else. Gurugram,
Mumbai, Bengaluru — get
ready to party with me be-
cause this is going to be
unforgettable! India has
always held a special place
in my heart, and I cant
wait to experience that
magic once again,” DJ
Tiesto said in a statement

Tigsto will begin his tour
on February 13 at Backyard
Sports Club, Gurugram,
followed by a performance
at NESCO Exhibition Cen-
tre in Mumbai on February
14. The concluding p

formance will be at Ter-
raform Arena, Bengaluru,
on February 16,

Bollywood films would be a
thanks Subhash Ghai for  'tragjc' lens to understand India
100 years later: Naseeruddin Shah

Kozhikode
ctor Naseeruddin
Shah believes cin-
ema's most im-
ortant function
is to be the record of its
times but he is worried that
itwould a“big tragedy” if fu-
ture generations lookat Bol-
lywood movies to under-
stand India of now.
Shaly, known for his pow-

erful performanc

s in films
such  as hant”,
“Aakrosh”, “Sparsh” and
“Masoom”, was speaking at
the ongoing eighth edition of
Kerala Literature Festival
(KLF).

“I think the most impor-
tant purpose that serious
cinema serves is not to bring
change in the world. T don’t
think anybody’s thinking is
changed after seeing a film,
no matter how wonderful it
may be. Yes, It may help
you raise a few questions.
But the really important
function of cinema, to my
mind, istoact as a record of
its times. Those are the most
valuable films.” the veteran
star said in a conversation
with actor Parvathy Thiru-
vothu.

“Because these films will

be seen 100 years later, and
if 100 years later people want
to know what India of 2025
was il

Bollywood film, that would

be a big tragedy I think.”
Shah also highlighted the
difficulties filmmakers face
when creating “honest pic-
tures” that reflect the realities
of the times. He noted that

films attempting to portray
the truth often face bans ar
struggle to find an audience
because they lack the com-
mercial elements that make
successful films.





