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India ready to showcase
its unique brand of cncket
during CT: Hardik

@D 12 dead as passengers jump off train
after fire rumour, run over by another

B The accident took place between Maheji and Pardhade stations near Pachora, more than 400 km from
hpak Express had halted after someone pulled the chain due to
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Mumbai, where the Lucknow-Mumbai P
a rumour of fire around 5 pm, Central Railway officials said

Jalgaon

t least 12 passen-
gers were  killed
n Wednesday

evening when they
Jjumped from their train
in panic due to a 'fire
incident’, only to be run
over by another train
on the adjacent tracks
in North Maharashtra's
Jalgaon distriet, officials
said,

Twelve bodies were
sent to the nearby civil
hospital while six to sev-
en persons were injured,
special Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Dattatraya
Karale said.

The accident  took
place between Maheji
and Pardhade stations
near Pachora, more than
400 km from Mumbai,
where the 12533 Luc-
know-Mumbai Push-
pak Express had halted
after someone pulled
the chain around 5 pm,
Central Railway officials
said, without confirming
the death toll.

Some passengers of
the Pushpak Express
Jumped off, and were hit
by the oncoming Kar-
nataka Express heading
from Bengaluru to Delhi,

¥
eaid Central Railway's
spokespersorn
"wapnﬂ Nil
1G Karale said that a
‘fireincident’ occurred
on Pushpak Expre at
km 372/07 between Ma-
heji and Pardhade sta-
tions.
The train stop)
the location, an
ASSENEeTs
harked.
Train  No. 12627,
Bengaluru-New  Delhi
Karnataka Express hit
people standing on the

d at
some
disem-

railway tracks, he added.
to seven people
have been injured. AII
injured p

minutes after the acci-
dent, a railway official
said.

ak A minis-

being treated at the hm-
pital, none of their in-
Jjuries are serious. Both
trains have reached their
respective next stations
and the accident site has
been cleared,’ the senior
police official added.
Pushpak Express de-
parted from the spot in
Just 15 minutes, while
the Karnataka Express
was removed within 20

ter Girish Mahajan also
reached the spot. The in-
jured are being treated
in a hospital in Pachora
and most of them were
out of danger, he said

Visuals from the
dent spot showed a l'ew
bodies and severed body
parts.

"Our preliminary in-
formation is that there
were sparks and smoke

The DRDO tableau, showcasing India’s advancements in defense technology and innovation, is seen during
the media preview at Rashtriya Rangshala Camp, Parade Ground, Dethi Cantt, ahead of the Republic Day
Parade 2025 on Wednesday.

inside one of the gener-
al coaches of Pushpak
Express due to either

‘hot axle’ or ‘brake-bind-

ing' (jamming), nnd
some  possengers -
icked. They pulled li\e
chain, and some of them
jumped down. At the
same time, Karnataka
Express was passing,” a
senior railway official
had said earlier.

An  Accident  Relief
Train has been dis-
patched to the spot from
Bhusaval, and Central
Railway is making all ef-
forts to provide medical
aid to the injured pas-
sengers, an official state-
ment said.

Government and pri-
vate hospitals in the area
have been instructed to
be ready to treat injured
passengers, said Maha-
rashtra  Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on X

Maharashtra  Chief
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis on Wednesday
said Jalgaon General
Hospital and nearby pri-
vate hospitals are being
kept ready for treating
passengers injured in
the train tragedy.
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Deportation

shadow
falls on 18,000 Indians
living "illegally’ in US

21

Washington
dia will be verify-
I]ng documents  of
around 18,000 of its
nationals, who are in a
?ueue to be deported
for mm, llegally’ in
the US, has been
shared by the US, sourc
es said, adding, “if th
are found to be Indian
nationals they would be
accepted he
The Donald 'I'rnm1u
tion — which
power by prom-
ising, among other
things, deporting illegals
from the US — has offi-
cially taken up the mat-
ter of deporting around
18,000 Indian nationals
back to the country.
The number of possi-
ble deportations could
go up to 2 lakh, with
more cases of illegal im-
migrants being detected
in the US,
A large number of il-
legal immigration to the

s by the people from

Punjab, and
Gujarat.

Sources in India said
on and de-
S ongoing
adding that
never stood

Haryana

for illegal immigration.
“Anybody who is an In-
dian national and found
to be living illegally in
the US, and his or her
documents are found in
ordu‘, will be accepted

migration was ﬂaggt'd
on Tuesday by US Sec-
¢ of State Marco
Rubio at a meeting with
External Affairs Minister
S Juishankar.
A US State Depart-
ment statement said Ru-
bio expressed a desire of
the Trump Administra-
tion to ‘work with India
to advance economic
ties’ and address con-
cerns related to irregular
immigration.
Agency

JD-U sacks Manipur unit chief soon
after he withdrew support from BJP

New Delhi

onfusion pre-
vailed on Wednes-
day over Janata

Dal-United's  support
to the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led Biren Singh
government in Manipur
with its state unit writ-
ing a letter to the gov-
ernor, informing him of
withdrawal of support
and the central party
leadership dismissing it,
asserting the support to
National Democratic Al-
lianee.

In the letter to Gover-
nor Ajay Kumar Bhalla,
JD-U  state president
Ksh Biren Singh "reiter-
ates non-support” to the
BJP-led government in
Manipur.

Shortly after Singh's
letter, the JD-U central
leadership sacked him,
in a bid to quell growing
speculation about the
y's ties with the BJP.
Party's national
spokesperson Rajiv
Ranjan said Singh's re-

‘

9
-
moval was due to indis-
cipline and asserted that
the party would contin-
ue to support the BJP-
led government in the
northeastern state.

Ranjan affirmed that
the JD-U remains com-
mitted to supporting the
BJP-led NDA, not just in
Manipur but across the
country.

In his letter, the Mani-
pur unit chief also said
the lone JD-17 MLA, Mo-
hammed Abdul Nasir,

L

B |
m!l sit in the opposition
benches.

Repeated efforts to
contact Nasir did not
fructify

The withdrawal, how-
ever, will not have any
impact on the Biren Sin-
gh government as the
BJP has 37 seats in the
6o-member  assembly
and is also supparted by
five MLAs of the Naga
People's Front and three
independents.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

3 students among 14 killed in Trump warns Putin to make Ukraine

road acc1dents in Karnataka

Bengalore

s many as fourteen
people were killed
nd 24 sustained

injuries in two separate
road accidents that oc-
curred in Uttara Kanna-
da and Raichur districts
on Wednesday, the po-
lice said.

The injured are out of
danger, but are under-
going treatment in the
hospital, they said.

Condoling the tragic
incident, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah said the
families would be paid
compensation.

"It's heartbreaking to
hear the news that 14
people died in two sep-
arate accidents in Yel-
lapur in Uttara Kannada
district and Sindhanur

hur  district. 1
pray for the souls of
the deceased to rest in
peace,’ Siddaramaiah
said in a statement.

"The families of the de-
ceased will be provided
appropriate  compensa-
tion by the government,”

€ e 3
In the Yellapura in-
cident, a truck carrying
29 fruit sellers fell into a

s0-metre-deep valley in
the wee hours of Wednes-

vanur in Haveri district,
were heading towards
the Yellapura fair to
sell fruits. The accident
occurred in a forested
section, the Uttara Kan-

nada Superintendent of
Police M Narayana said.
CONTD ON PAGE-2

deal 'now’ or face tarlffs sanctions

~ WASHINGTON DC

S President Don-

ald Trump told

his Russian coun-
terpart Viadimir Putin
on Wednesday to make
a deal to end the grind-
ing Ukraine war "now”
or face tariff hikes and
more sanctions.

"If we don't make a
'deal,” and soon, T have
ne other choice but to
put high levels of Taxes,
Tariffs, and Sanctions
on anything being sold
by Russia to the United
States, and various other
participating countries,”
Trump said on his Truth
Social network.

Trump said he was
"not looking to hurt Rus-
sia” and had "ahways had

a very good rdulwuahlp
with President Puti
leader for
expressed
the past.

"All of that being said,
I'm going to do Russia,

admiration in

ing,
tin, a very lug FAVOR.
Settle now, and STOP

HIGHLIGHT

m'lf we don't make
a 'deal,’ and soon, |
have no other choice
but to put high levels
of Taxes, Tariffs, and
Sanctions on anything
being sold by Russia to
the US," Trump wrote
on Truth Soclal.

Trump was taking a
harder line than he had
during a White House
press  conference  on
Tuesday, when he said
it” smmds likely" that he
would apply additional

this r ar! IT'S
ONLY GOING TO GET
WORSE."

sanctions if Putin did
not come to the table.
The US president also

declined to say wheth-
er he would continue his
predecessor Joe Biden's
poliey of sending wea

to Ukraine to fight

sia's invasion, launched in
Febnuary'zm"_

"We're looking at that,"
he said at the press con-
ference. "We're tulking
to (Ukrainian President
Volodymyr)  Zelensky,
we're going to be talking
to President Putin very
soon."

Prior to his inaugura-
tion on Monday, Trump
had vowed to end the
Ukraine war before even
taking office, raising ex-
pectations he would lev-
erage aid to foree Kyiv
to make concessions to
Moscow. Agency




12 dead as
passengers
jump off train
after fire ru-
mour, run over
by another

CONT FROM PAGE-1

“The tragic loss of lives
in a very unfortunate in-
cident near Pachora in
Jalgaon district (which)
is deeply distressing. 1
pay my heartfelt tributes
to them,” Fadnavis, who
is in Davos, posted on X,

He said state minister
Girish Mahajan and the
superintendent of police
have reached the spot
and the distriet collector
will reach there shortly.

The Jalgaon district
administration is work-
ing in coordination with
the railways, and im-
mediate arr
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State police has no role in lodging
complaints for airport violations: SC

New Delhi

he Supreme Court
I has held the Air-

craft Act was “a
complete code” to deal
with the safety and secu-
rity of civil aviation and
aerodrome whereas the
state police could only
forward probe material
to the authorised officer
to decide on lodging a
complaint.

The significant ver-
dict, ruling out any sig-
nificant role of a state
police in dealing with the
airport violations cases,
came from a bench com-
pnsmg Jutmces A S Oka

Ma

are being made for the
treatment of the injured,
he said.

Fadnavis said eight
ambulances have been
dispatched to the spot.
The general hospital as
well as other nearby pri-
vate hospitals have been
kept ready for the treat-
ment of the injured, he
added.

JD-U sacks
Manipur unit
chief soon
after he with-
drew support
from BJP

CONTFROM PAGE-1

In the letter to Bhal-
la, Ksh Biren Singh
said, “In the election to
state assembly of Mani-
pur held in February/
March 2022, six can-
didates set up by JD-U
were returned. After a
few maonths, five MLAs
of JD-U defected to
BJP. Trial under tenth
schedule of India of the
five MLAs is pending
before the Speaker’s
Tribunal.”

“After JD-U became
part of India Bloe, sup-
port to the BJP led
government was with-
drawn by JD-U ..as
such, seating arrange-
ment of the lone MLA
of JD-U in Manipur Md
Abdul Nasir is made in
the opposition bench in
the last session of the
assembly by the Speak-
er”, it said.

“JD-U  further reit-
erated that it does not
support the BJP-led
government in Mani-
pur and that the lone
MLA shall be treated as
an opposition MLA in
the House” it added.

Clarifving the par-
ty's stand, JD-U sec-
retary general Mais-

nam Dorendro Singh
claimed that the letter
sent by Ksh Biren Sin-
gh to the new governor
was to reiterate the
party’s earlier position,
and there is no mention
of any fresh withdrawal
from the BJP-led gov-
ernment in the state.

“With the coming of
the new governor, JD-U
Manipur state unit just
wanted to reiterate the
position of the party. In
the letter, there is no
mention of any fresh
withdrawal of support
(to the BJP govt), It has
been widely misunder-
stood,” he stated.

Asked about the sack-
ing of Ksh Biren Singh,
Dorendro Singh said,
“We have heard of it
from different quarters
and many have called
to ask about it. Howev-
er, we are yet to receive
any official informa-
tion.”

Advt Gontact:
0618-199941

and h
appeal of the J11a1 kh.:md
government.

The state govern-
ment challenged the
Jharkhand High Court
Jjudgement which
quashed the FIR against
BJP  MPs Nishikant
Dubey and Manoj Tiwari
and others.

They were accused of
allegedly forcing the De-
oghar air traffic control
to allow their aircraft to
take off after sunset in
2022,

The judgement, au-
thored by Justice Man-
mohan, and made avail-
able on Wednesday
said, “The Aircraft Act,
1934 as well as the rules
framed  thereunder...is

a complete Code which
deals with safety and
security of civil aviation
and aerodrome.” It add-
ed, “The Aircraft Act also
prescribes a special pro-
cedure for taking cog-
nisance of any offence
punishable under the
Alreraft Act, 1934, ie.,
the complaint must be
made by or with the pri-
or sanction of the Avia-
tion authorities. Section
12B is in the nature of a
pre-condition for taking
cognizance by a court.”
The bench referred to
the relevant provisions
of the Act and the rules

BJP will win Delhi assembly
polls with two-thirds
majority: Anurag Thakur

_ NewDelhi
Former Union minister
urag Thakur on Wednes-
dayammedrlmtheﬂ]?wﬂ]
win the Delhi assembly polls
mﬂ] a two-thirds ma_}orm
ple have unds

posters,

“BJP will win the Delhi
assembly elections with
a two-thirds majority be-
cause the people of Delhi
have undemlood the re-
ality of e and

the ity of “excuse-maker
and anti-woman” Arvind
Kejriwal and his Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP).

“The BJP is at the top
in the hearts of the peo-
ple and there is only one
thing in the people’s l\eart
that the BJP has to win,”
Thakur said in an inter-
view said.

He described the AAP
as an anti-women party,
alleging that first its Ra-
jva Sabha member Swati
Maliwal was beaten up at
Kejriwal’s residence and
now the picture of the in-
cumbent Chief Minister
Atishi has not been given
aplace even on the party’s

anti- wnmenAndeeJn-
wal and the Aam Aadmi
Party,” he said.

BJP will choose
someone who is honest
and has a clean imageas its
chief minister, he added.

Replying to a ques-
tion on announcements
of freebies, Thakur said,
“We will get the SIT (a
special investigation team)
to investigate the scams
committed by Arvind Ke-
Jjriwal and the AAP in the
schemes.” He assured that
the BJP, if voted to pow-
er, will continue all the
schemes which include
free bus service, free water
orelectricity schemes.

and said a complaint
could be filed by an au-
thorised officer alone
under the Aircrafts Act
before the court con-
cerned.

“The local police can
only forward the materi-
al collected by it during
the investigation to such
authorised officers. It
shall be open to the au-
thorised officer to take a
decision in accordance
with law with regard to
filing or non-filing of a
complaint,” it said.

The bench said it was
a settled law that in the
exercise of the extraor-

dinary power under Ar-
ticle 226 of the Consti-
tution or the inherent
powers under Section
482 of CrPC, it was open
to a high court to quash
an FIR either to prevent
ahuse of the process of
any court or otherwise
to secure the ends of jus-
tice.

“Reeping in view the
findings, the present
appeals are dismissed
with liberty to the appel-
late-state of Jharkhand
to forward the material
collected by it during
investigation to such
authorised officer under

The significant
verdict, ruling out any
significant role of a
state police in dealing
with the airport
violations cases,

came from a bench
comprising Justices A
§ Oka and Manmohan
on an appeal of

the Jharkhand

the Aircraft Act within
four weeks, who shall
take a decision in ac-
cordance with law as
to whether a complaint
needs to be filed under
the Aircraft Act and the
rules framed thereun-
der,” the bench said.

The verdict said there
was no. evidence that
the MPs acted rashly or
negligently to endanger
lives and hence no of-
fence under Section 336
IPC (endangering hu-
man life) was made out
against them.

It also held that no
offence of Section 447
(eriminal trespass) was
made out as there was
no allegation of foreible
entry, intimidation, or
annoyance by the law-
makers.

On invocation of Sec-
tion 448 (house tres-

pass) IPC, the bench
ruled that the ATC of-
fice, not being a dwelling
or place of worship, does
not fall under this provi-
sion.

The top court, in De-
cember 18 last year,
reserved its verdict on
the appeal of the state
government against the
Jharkhand High Court
judgement.

The case relates to an

FIR lodged at Kunda po-
lice station in Deoghar
district of Jharkhand
against nine people, in-
cluding Dubey and Ti-
wari.
They had allegedly
forced Deoghar ATC
personnel to clear their
chartered flight to take
off after the scheduled
permitted time on Au-
gust 31, 2022 in viola-
tion of security protocol
at airports.

The flight reportedly
departed at 6:17 PM, 14
minutes after sunset.

The top court's ver-
diet came on a petition
by the Jharkhand gov-
ernment  challenging
a March 13, 2023 high
court ruling  which
quashed the FIR on
grounds that no pri-
or sanction was taken
from Lok Sabha sec-
retariat as per the Air-
craft (Amendment) Act,

Haryana's tableau will present a divine view of

prosperity,

Shiv Kumar

Harvn.nas “pride will be
seen again on 26 Janu-
ary this year on the oc-
casion of Republic Day
on New Delhi Kartavya
Path as Haryana's tab-
leau will be seen on the

ath of duty, which has
geen prepared on the
theme of a divine view
of the state’s prosperi-
ty, heritage and devel-

opment.
According  to  the
official  information

released by the gov-
ernment, a glimpse
of Haryana’s cultur-
al heritage to modern
Haryana will be seen

this time.

This information
was given by KDM.
Pandurang, Direc-

tor General, Depart-
ment of Information,
Public Relations and

Languages, Ilaryana,
while presenting Har-
yana's tableau to the
media at RR (National
Stadium) Camp, New
Delhi today.

He said that the
front part of Haryana's
tableau depicts Lord
Krishna preaching the
Gita to Arjuna before

Electoral bonds: Plea seeks review of SC
order rejecting petitions for seizure of money

New Delhi

A petition filed in the Su-

preme Court on Wednes-
day sought a review of its
August 2, 2024 order dis-
missing pleas for confis-
mﬁq“ed hl:s lb].slslcmm
TeCeivy ¢ political par-
ties under the 2018 elec-
toral bond scheme.

The review plea sought
a recall of the August 2
2024 order which dis-
missed a previous peti-
tion seeking confiscation
of money received under
the scheme. It therefore
sought the plea’s resto-
ration and a fresh hear-

ing,

The top court, on Au-
gust 2 last year, reject-
ed a batch of pleas in-
cluding the one filed by
Khem Singh Bhati, who
filed the review, seeking
a court-monitored probe
into the electoral bonds
scheme (EBS) and ob-
served it couldn’t ordera
roving inquiry.

The review plea, filed
through advocate Jayesh
K Unnikrishnan and set-
tled by senior advocate
Vijay Hansaria, said on
February 15, 2024 the
apex court held in an-
other case — Association
for Democratic Reforms

— EBS as unconstitu-
tional for violating Arti-
cle 19(1)(a) of the Con-
stitution.

“The effect of declar-
ing the Electoral Bond
Scheme and the various
statutory provisions as
unconstitutional is that
the said scheme nev-
er existed and is void
ab-initio and it is a set-
tled position of law that
the court only finds law
and it does not make
law,” it argued.

The verdict in the ADR
case, said the plea, ren-
dered the EBS void since
inception and therefore
the subsequent pleas
seeking confiscation of

political parties could
not have been dismissed.
“In the absence of any
declaration by this court
in the ADR case that the
Judgement would apply
prospectively, the ex-
istence of the Electoral
Bond Scheme on the
date of purchase could
not have been the basis
for dismissal of the pres-
ent writ petition. The
Electoral Bond Scheme
stood wiped out for all
purposes from the date
of inception and the
necessary consequences
must follow,” it said.
The plea said the pre-
vious bench’s reliance
on the existence of par-

ermitting electoral
Eonds to dismiss the
writ petition constituted
an “apparent error on
the face of the record”.

The ADR judgment
did not declare its find-
ings to be prospective,
which means the stat-
utory framework sup-
porting electoral bonds
should have been treat-
ed as invalid from the
outset, it said.

It argued the judg-
ment had a retrospective
effect, rendering the EBS
null and void since its in-
ception.

The plea said the
three-judge bench’s dis-
missal of the petitions,
seeking confiscation of
the amount received by
political parties under
the EBS, indirectly mod-
ified the ADR judgment
which was delivered by
a five-judge constitution
bench.

The plea said evidence
disclosed under court di-
rections underlined the
quid pro quo between
donations made through
EBS and the benefits re-
ceived by corporate do-
nors, contradicting the
bench’s conclusion that
such claims were specu-

the Mah ahhﬂrata war at
the holy Jyotisar shrine
of Kurukshetra. This is
the divine message that
Lord Krishna gave to
the entire human race
through Arjuna. This
is a proof of Haryana's
lasting contribution to
India’s spiritual and
cultural heritage.

heritage & development on R-Day

“Alung with this, a
glimpse of Haryana
will also be seen with
the name of Sports
Power House Harya-
na,” he said.

This tableau has
been prepared by the
Department of Infor-
mation Public Rela-
tions and Language.

3 students among 14 killed in
road accidents in Karnataka

CONT FROM PAGE-
1

“Around 5.30 am, the
truck driver in a bid
to give way to another
vehicle went to the ex-
treme left and fell into a
50-metre-deep valley,”
Narayana said.

He added that there
was no protection wall
on the road there.

“Eight persons were
killed on the spot and
two got critical injuries.
The injured have been
shifted to the KIMS
Tospital in Hubballi,”
the officer said.

Two critically
wounded persons died,
failing to respond to

treatment, sources
said.

Nine victims have
been identified as
Fayaz Imam  Saab
Jamakhammadi (40),
Wasim Mulla Mud-

ageri (25), Tjaz Mush-
taq Mulla (20), Sadiq
Bhasha Paras (30),
Ghulam Hussain Gu-
dusaab Jawali (40),
Imtiaz Ahmed Jafar
Mulageri (45), Alfaz
Jafar Mandaki (25),
Jalani Babdul Ghaffar
Zakati (20) and Aslam
Babu Benne (24).

“We shifted the 15
injured persons to the

of danger,”
ficer said.

A pall of gloom de-
scended on Savanur
town after the acci-
dent.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah too condoled the
tragic death of 10 peo-
ple in Yallapura.

“Deeply  saddened
by the loss of lives in
the accident in the Ut-
tara Kannada district
of Karnataka. Condo-
lences to those who
lost their loved ones.
May the injured recov-
er soon. The local ad-
ministration is assist-
ing those affected. An
ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh
from PMNRF would be
given to the next of kin
of each deceased. The
injured would be given
Rs 50,000,” the Prime
Minister Office said in
a post on ‘X",

“Deeply saddened by
the tragic road acci-
dent at Yallapura in Ut-
tara Kannada that took
away precious lives. My
sincerest  condolenc-
es to the families that
lost their loved ones
and my prayers for
the speedy recovery of
those injured,” Shah

a police of-

6 States, 10
Ministries
to showcase
India’s rich
heritage at
RD Parade

New Delhi

In a grand display of
India’s  cultu rich-
ness and developmental
strides, 16 States/Union
Territories (UTs) and 10
Ministries/Departments
of the Union Govern-
ment will showease their
vibrant tableaux at the
76th Republic Day Pa-
rade on Kartavya Path.
The overarching theme,
‘Swarnim Bharat: Viras-
at Aur Vikas,” will high-
light the nation’s diverse
strengths, its evolving
inclusivity, and its hope-
ful march into the future.

The g_ﬂrticipating tab-
leaux from States and
UTs include Goa (Cul-
tural Heritage of Goa),
Uttarakhand  (Cultural
Heritage and Adventure
Sports), Haryana (Bhag-
wad Gita), Jharkhand
(Swarnim. Jharkhand:
A Legacy of Heritage
and Progress), Gujarat
(Swarnim Bharat: Vira-
sat Aur Vikas), Andhra
Pradesh  (Etikoppaka
Bommalu- Eco-Friendly
Wooden Toys), Punjab
(Land of Knowledge and
Wisdom), Uttar Pradesh
(Mahakumbh 2025 -
Swarnim Bharat), Bihar
(Nalanda Vishwavidya-
laya), Madhya Pradesh
(Kuno National Park:
Land of Cheetahs), Tri-
pura  (Kharchi Puja:
Worship of 14 Deities),
Karnataka  (Lakkundi:
Cradle of Stone Craft),
West Bengal (Lakshmir
Bhandar and Lok Prasar

Prakalpa - Empower-
ing Lives), Chandigarh
(Heritage, Innovation,

and Sustainability),
Delhi (Quality Educa-
tion), and Dadra Nagar
Haveli and Daman and
Diu (Aviary Bird Park
& Kukri Memorial — A
Tribute to Navy Sailors).

This year's Repub-
lic Day Parade will not
only celebrate country’s
journey through its rich
heritage but also re-
flect its progress in var-
ious fields, reinforcing
the spirit of ‘Swarnim
Bharat.”

Advt Contact:
9818-199941

PUBLIC NOTIGE

1t 15 o general information that |
UMA SHANKAR SINGH son. of
DHARMDEY SINGH residing at
Guli No. 15, Bhagwats
0., Utiam Nage, D K
Moban Garden, West Dslhi, Db
110050, declare that the name of
mine aoud my wife have heen wronsly
it UMASHANKER SINGH
Al

BO20100482 {0
110613) The  setusl
marie of mine and my wife are
UMA SHANKAR BINGH and
ATRABASA DEVI respectively,
which may be amended aconrdingly.

| PUBLICNOTICE |

T is hercby informed 1o all
concermed that my alieot. St
Mangs Kohli WO Late Sh. Lalit
Kobli, reauding at 2-175, Sublash
Nagar, Tagore Clarden West Delhi.
Dclhi-10027 han evicted her son
kohlh and disghter-in-law
Sml Swati from sl his movable
and. immovable properties and has
severed ll relations with them due
¥ thsir indesent behaviour, sssah;
threats of implicating them m false
cases and not being m his eonteol

I in futwre the above mentionsd
son Sh. Nalin kohli and daughter-
niw Smt Swati have any kind
of transaction, ethical or wncthical
behavinr with my client, then he
himself will be responsible far
it My elient will have nothing 1o
do with 1 and neither will he be
accauntable for ot

MANISH KUMAR
ADVI OCAT}

NEW DELHI

(ADR) v. Union of India  the amount collected by ~ liamentary  legislation  lative. hospital. They are out said on X" FPHINO. 9625265167
RN CEL NG 2074/55465 Vol 1, 15y 289, Publihed & Pritect by Povien At on biehall of TOP STORY MEDIA PYT 170 fan Express IV L1, A-8, Sect07, Naida, Gautam Budho Nagar 201303(0 0 and Published 11 2430/10, Lani R 110032 Feitor, Praseson A 1@ (Responsible fon Selaction of news undes the Press 5 Regiiraton
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DELHI

Noida Authority
allots plots to
developers

Noida

The Noida Authority has al-
lotted plots to four devel-

PM Modi interacts with Delhi BJP workers
under “Mera Booth Sabse Majboot” program

M Delhi people angry with AAP, win 50 per cent votes in every booth: PM Modi to BJP workerselements” and standing alongside them.

New Delhi

opers under the commercial rime  Minister
plot scheme. This allotment \andra Modi on
will bring an i of dnesday mg(-d
about Rs 3,000 crore. Delhi BJP

The authority had totarget winning over 50 per

launched a scheme 2024-25
(Builder Plot-1) for plots
larger than 20, 000 square
meter of eight commercial
plots in sector
62,06,07,98,105. Under the
scheme, applications were
made from 26 September
2024 to 5 December 2024,

Apart from this, the
scheme of five plots smaller
than 20, 000 square meter
insector-40, 50, 93B, 94,135
was from 30 Septemberto 9
December 2024. E-auction
was conducted on 21and 22
January among the partici-
pating developers. Plots
were allotted to the four de-
velopers who placed the
highest bid.

This scheme will also pro-
vide employment opportu-
nities. The amﬂudlmn
process will be opened
for those plots for whldl no
bids were received. Thee de-
velopers who got the plot are
Max State Limited (Consor-
tium

Mangalam Multiplex Pri-
vate Limited (Consortium) ,
M3M Private Limited (Con-
sortium) and Vertex Con-
struction Com-03.

Residents protest
over delay in
registration of flats

Noida
Residents of phase of Ma-
hagun Mywood Society of
Greater Noida West staged
protest over delay in regis-
tration of flats.

They staged a sit-in
protest at the builder man-
agement office on Tuesday
evening, demanding regis-
tration of flats and posses-
sion soon. Society resident
Ranjeet Ratan Singh said
that Wing 8 and Wing o
have been built inside Phase
3. There are about four tow-
ers in the wing in which
about 700 families are re-
siding. At the same time,
there are three towers in
Wing ¢ which are under
construction. People have
not got possession of them
yet.

In such a situation, the
residents of both the wings
gathered on  Tuesday
evening and reached the
builder management’s of-
fice in sector 63. They staged
a sit-in protest outside the
builder’s office. Residents al-
leged that two years have
passed, registry has not
been done yet Also, the
work of the incomplete tow-
ers has not been completed,
though all the people have
paid on time. Even after that
the builder is not ready to
complete the work. Posses-
sion date is being given con-
tinuously, but when resi-
dents ask for it then they
give the next date.

All the residents are upset
with this. Residents told that
during the protest on Tues-
day the builder manage-
ment promised the residents
of Wing ¢ that possession of
some towers will be given in
March and some in June,
but on asking for registry, no
answer was received yet.

cent of votes in every booth
in the upcoming assembly
polls, and excoriated the
AAP for its “unfulfilled”
promises, “fake” announce-
ments and “corruption”.

People are openly ex-
pressing anger with the AAP
government during the par-
ty's campaign, he said, claim-
ing that itis making new an-
nouncements every day as it
is aware that it is losing
ground across the national
capital.

In an online interaction
with Delhi BJP mcmbLn
Modi reiterated his
(disaster) barb against the
AAP and asked them to
gather photographic and
video evidence of the city’s
poor roads, sanitation and
other problems in their out-
reach to voters ahead of the
February 5 polls.

Calling for defeating the
AAP, which has been in pow-
er since 2015, the prime
minister said the BJP will
pave the way for fulfilling the
resolve of making Delhi the
developed capital of a de-
veloped India.

He accused the city gov-
ernment of not tabling CAG
reports, which reportedly
highlight the losses caused to
the exchequer by its policies,
for the feear of being exposed.

The reports will be tabled

Ty the new BJP government,
he said, asserting that people
have made up their mind to
oust the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP).

Mod d the common
man is saying, “aapda ko
hata kar rahenge. BJP ko
laakar rahenge (We will
surely remove aapda and
bring BIP)".

People are aware of the
AAP's “misdeeds” and BJP
waorkers should continue to
highlight the destraction the
ruling party hasinflicted on
the national capital which, he
added, lacks an identity of its
own unlike several other
cities such as Bengaluru,
Gurgaon, Noida and Chandi-
garh. Delhiis still associated
withthe central government,
he said.

With Purvanchali voters
emerging as a key voting
bloe in the city, the PM ac-

Former Delhi CM to MLAs, AAP
Faces Corruption Charges &
lmpnsonment Dhami

Singh Dhami participated
in a roadshow in support of
BJP candidate Mrs. Poonam
Sharma in the Wazirpur con-
stituency ahead of the Delhi
Assembly clections on
Wednesday.

During the event, he also
inaugurated the BIP's elec-
tion office. A large crowd
gathered to listen to CM
Dhami, welcoming him with
flowers and garlands at var-
ious points.

Chief Minister Dhami stat-
ed that the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty's (AAP) government in
Delhi has completely failed.
He accused the Kejriwal gov-
ernment of deceiving the
people of Delhi by making
false promises about new
hospitals and schools.

He further remarked that
under the leadership of Hon-
orable Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, states gov-
erned by “double-engine”
governments are making

rapid progress. These states
have zero cormuption, where-
as in Delhi, allegations of
corruption have led to the
imprisonment of the Chief
Minister, Deputy Chief Min-
ister, ministers, and MLAs,
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cused the AAP of conspiring
to push the people from Bi-
‘harand Uttar Pradesh outof
the national capital following
the COVID-19 outbreak and
alleged that the party is full
of hate for them.,

Inthe over 75 mjnuu.pm-
gramme, the prime minister
interacted with a number of
BJP workers and took re-
peated jibes at the AAP.

When a party worker
spoke about the lack of wa-
ter supply in an area, Modi
said “liquor is available but
wateris not”, a reference to
the city government's now-
serapped excise policy which
led to the arrest of several
AAP leaders, including Ke-
jriwal, on corruption
charges,

Modi said he is writing a
letter to Delhi voters and
asked BJP members to read
itout to them.

This“aapda” has engaged
in lies and deceit, and city
residents have been betrayed
by it and the Congress over
the last 25 years, he said,
claiming t]ﬂ\ the AAP has
surpassed the main opposi-
tion party in deceiving peo-
ple with fake promises.

1 MEress was in pow-
er in Delhi from 1998 to
2013

“They (AAP) have set new
records in corruption but
have no shame. Thereis a lot
of anger among people
against their scams,” he said.

The AAP makes excuses in
Delhibut it has not fulfilled
its promises in Punjab too,
he added.

Those born in the last 25
years or those who are in the
35-40 age group have seen
nothing but destruction,
Modi said, adding that they
have lost hope and are in de-

Spair.

He exuded confidence that
the BIP will secure a massive
majority due to the hard
work of its booth workers.

‘With the AAP depending
on its welfare plank, includ-
ing s0ps to women, to clinch
a third consecutive win,
Modi noted that BIP gov-
ernments in several states
such as Odisha and Maha-
rashtra are successfully run-
ning ecash assistance
schemes for women besides
other welfare initiatives.

Unlike the AAP, the BJP's
model is based on truth, he
said.

‘The BJP will un a mas-
sive campaign to ensure that
drinking water reaches
everyone once it is voted to
power, he said.

Slamming Kejriwal, the
PM said the “Sheesh Mahal"
is an example of the AAP’s
deceit and lies.

The BJP has dubbed Ke-
jriwal's official residence as
“Sheesh Mahal”, claiming
he spent crores on the house.

The prime minister urged
BJP members to ensure
record polling to surpass the
turnout figures of the last 10
years.

Without naming Kejriwal,
Modi said he promised to
clean the Yamuna but is now
claiming that cleaning the
river does not get votes.

‘The prime minister said
the AAP also failed to fulfil its
promise of building houses
for the poor and noted that
the Centre has built thou-
sands of homes for them.

Noida Authority CEO inspected problems of civil,
cleanliness, encroachment in Noida-e-way

Ajeet Kumar

Noida
Chief Executive Officer
Lokesh M visited Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway
and Sector-150 to reviewed
the civil, herticultural and
electrical maintenance,
cleanliness system, en-
croachment ete. of the area.

During the inspection,
the team of the authority's
civil and water department
was present with the Chief
Executive Officer.

During the inspection, it
was found that due to the
absence of a drain towards
Sector-150, 152 parallel to
the Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway, the waste wa-
ter is going into the green
belt at the said place, dueto
which mosquitoes etc. are

Heurged the publictode-  breeding at the said place,
cide whct]wr ﬂwy want a  due to which there is a
“double strong possibility of dis-
tolead DL].h.\ tu newheights  eases spreading around.
or a government entangled In view of the above, tem-
in corruption. porary arrangements were

CM Dhami criticized the  to be made on the spot for

Delhi government’s failure to
keep the Yamuna River
clean, stating that while it

yws pure and pristine in Ut-
tarakhand, it turns into a
sewer in Delhi. The river
water is not even suitable for
irrigation, let alone for con-
sumption ar ritual purposes.
Healso pointed out that the
Aam Aadmi Party has not
implemented the Ayushman
Bharat Schemein Delhi, de-
priving residents of afford-
able healthcare.

He appealed to the people
to establish a “double-en-
gine” government in Delhi.

Misguided AAP govt policies
behind Delhi’s plight: LoP Gupta

New Delhi
Stepping up his attack on the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government in Delhi, Leader
of the Opposition in the Del-
hi Assembly Vijender Gupta
said on Wednesday that the
ruling dispensation’s “mis-
guided” policies are the main
reason for the plight of na-
tional capital and alleged
that the government has
failed on all fronts.

o

N

Addressing a gathering
during his campaign, Gupta,
who is also the BJP's candi-

date from the Rohini As-
sembly constituency, stated
that the AAP government,
over the past decade, has
offered nothing but empty
promises to public under
the guise of development.
He alleged lack of im-
provement in health servie-
es, absence of revolution in
education, and failure to en-
hance basic infrastructure
under the AAP government.

the drainage of all the wa-
ter from the green belt.
During the inspection, the

service roads on both sides
of the expressway were
found damaged. For its
maintenance, the damaged
or broken planters built
earlier from 10 kmto 20k
of the Noida-Greater Ni
Expressway chainage were
to be completely removed
from the site.

Silt was found accumu-
lated on the roads on both
sides of the expressway and
in the inner area of Sector-
150. The cleaning of which
was to be done. During the
inspection, kerb stones
were found broken and fall-
en on the roads at some

places. These were to be
repaired and reinstalled.
Water was found coming
from Sector-148 in the un-
derpass construeted near
Sector-150.

For the grouting of
which, a large number of
street vendur\ were found
standing in a disorderly
manner in Sector-150. In-
structions were given to
armange them on the service
road of the 75 m wide route.
Also, electrical/mechanics
weredirected to change the
fountain installed on the
roundabout in Sector-150
and make it attractive.

CAG report bares ‘Farjiwal’s corruption
in health sector, says Ajay Maken

Staff Reporter
New Delhi
AICC treasurer Ajay Maken,
MP said that Arvind Kejriw-
al, who cameto power on the
anti-corruption plank, is a
“Farjiwal” as the CAG re-
port on public health and
management of health serv-
ices has exposed serious ir-
regularities and corruption .

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Wednesday,
Maken along with Delhi Con-
gress president Devender
Yadav, said that there were
14 CAG reports which were
to be tabled in the assembly,
but these reports were not
tabled due to the slanging
mateh between the Lt. Gov-
emnorand Kejriwal.

Maken said that Kejriwal
wanted to conceal his cor-
ruption in the health sector
as the CAG, inits 240-page
report, has critically evalu-
ated the performance of the
Delhi government in public

healthinfrastructure. Maken
said that the CAG report
called the bluff of Kejriwal to
avoid costover runs, but the
AAP government caused Rs
382 52 crore loss to the gov-
ernment dueto the increase
of final cost from the ten-
dered cost on account of
corruption and delay in the
completion of the Indira
Gandhi Hospital, Burari
Hospital and Maulana Azad
Dental Hospital Phase-IL.
He said that the construc-
tion work of these hospitals
was started by the Congress
government, but due to Ke-
jriwal's corruption and in-
eptness, the work got de-
layed, and the cost went up.
He said that the Indira Gand-
hi hospital was delayed by 5
years, with the cost rising by
Rs 314.9 crore, Buari was de-
layed by six years (Rs 41.26
crore cost jump) and
Maulana Azad by three years
(cost jump Rs 26.36 crore).

PUBLIC NOTICE

Underscoring the BIP's
commitment to the middle
class and improving its ease
of living, Modi said the cen-
tral government has spent a
significant amount of mon-
ey for this, including by
building metro and high-
Wi

To ensure the middle class
enjoys a comfortable stan-
dard of Tiving, the govern-
ment spends significant
amounts of money. “We
have responded to the aspi-
rations of the middle class in
Delhi," he added.

The prime minister also
noted that lakhs of families
in Delhi include those of
central government em-
ployees and pensioners, and
asserted that the 8th Pay
Commission will change
their fate.

My clients Roshni Devi W/o
Sh. Amar Singh R/ C-47,
‘Amar Colony, Kamruddin Na-
gar, Punjabi Bagh, Nangloi,
Nifothi, West Delhi, Delhi-
110041, have disowned and
debarred her son namely
Sudeep Kumar from all of her
moveable and immovable
properties and she have also
severed all of her family rela-
tions with him due to his mis-
conduct and misbehave and if
anybody deals with him
he/she will do sa at his/her
own costs, risks and conse-
quences and | or my any other
family members will not be
respansible for hisany good
or bad acts.

Sumit Kumar

Advocate

2nd Floor, W-wink, No 735-C,
End Floor, Western Wing
TisHazon Carts, Delhi-54

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Lajja Ram S/o Sh.
Bhola Ram and Smt. Lokesh
DeviW/o Sh. Lajjs Ram both
R/fo A-24, A-Block, Bunkar
Colony, Ashok Vihar Phase-d,
Ashok Vihar, Delhi-110052,
have disowned and debarred
their son namely Gaurav and
his wife Monika from all of
their moveable and immov-
able properties and we have
akso severed all of their family
relations with them due to
their misconduct and misbe-
have and if anybody deals
with them, he/she will do so
athisfher own costs, risks and
consequences and my client
or their any other family
members will not be responsi-
ble for their any good or bad
acts.

Faisal Khan

Advocate

Seat No. 27 Ps. Nothee Block,
Tis ha Zon Cants Delhi-54

General public s hereby in-
formed that my client Sh. Bal-
bir Singh S/o Sh, Puran Singh,
R/o House No.387, Second
floor, Gram Sabha Colony,
Pooth Kalan, Delhi-110086
has served all his relations
with his son namely Mr,
Vikram Paul his daughter in
law Mrs. Meenu Paul and
their son Master Advik Paul
from his all movable and im-
movable property, because of
their act and conduct.

Now my above-named client
would have no concern and
relation of any kind whatsoev-
er with his son and his family
in any manner, and hence-
forth they all shall have no
right and claim of any nature
in the properties of my above-
named client whatsoever and
whichever, either movable or
immovable.

SANJU KUMAR

ADVOCATE

707, Indraprakash Building,
Barakhamba Road, New Del-
hi-110001

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority
[p\v] aa Administrative Bullding, S NOIDA-201301 (U.P)
Website : www.noldaauthorityonline.in

mentioned. The details and

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered with
for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded
and same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule

are available on Noida Aulhmitys official website

(0IDA-201301 (U.P

conditions of all tenders

nic.in

amendments & carrigendum etc.

Please ensure to see lr\ese websnes for any changes /

S. Amount
No., Jab No./Work Name (Rs. in Lacs)
1. |59/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2024-25, Dio RSP| 5547

(Beautification) FNG Road Tikona Road

No.-06 Village Garhi Gol Chakkar with

02year maintenance Noida.
Whn:h can be uploaded by date 05.02.2025 upto 5.00 PM.

shall be on date

us.oz.znzs at11.00 AM. Director (Hort.)
Office : Sector - 38, Noida NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

Division invites bids through

NORTHERN RAILWAY
E-AUCTION NOTICE
Sr. Divisional Commercial Manager/PS, Northern Railway Delhi

(http:fireps.gov.in/) for the allotment of Deluxe Pay & Use
Toilet Contracts on MOT Basis at following Railway

e-Auction through IREPS

stationsfiocations:-
E-Catalogue |Date & Time Railway Stations/
No. of bidding Locations/Sites

07.02.2025

P, 5
aynUse02-2025 2112:00 Hrs

New Delhi (NDLS)-02 Sites,
Badli (BHD)-1 Site, Panipat

(PNP) 1 Site Total 4 Sites

Maken said that the I?cl.hi should fulfil following mandatory requirements before
15 ||| they their bids:
p!msintwcenzoo"nnd 2015 |||- i IREPS for E-Auction Leasi
where hospitalsand dispen- ||| Active IREPS User Account for E-Auction Leasing Module

saries could have been con-
structed, but nothing was
done. He said that Rs
2623,35 crore of the budget
for various infrastructure
projects lapsed from 2016-
2022, and funds sanctioned
by the government of India
for Covid care were also not
utilised when people died
and suffered in DeThi dueto
shortage of medical oxygen,
hospital beds, medicinesand
even ambulances. He said
that out of the Rs 635.62
score sanctioned by the Cen-
tre for various heads, Rs
360.64 crorve were returned,
which showed the irrespon-
sible governance of Kejriwal.

Delhi Congress president

ite particulars where compl
details of E-Auction can be seen
All contractors who intend to participate in the e-auctions.
conducted through E-Auction Leasing module of IREPS

https:/iireps.gov.in/

IREPS Account;
Turnover Details

- Payment of One Time Registration Fee; Current Account in
State Bank of India; Integration of SBI Bank Account with
Lien Marking of Funds; Updation of

- A new mechanism namely Virtual Account Number (VAN)
has been introduced now for E-Auction Leasing module,
which can be used by the bidders as an altemative to Lien
Marking Mechanism. The bidders are free to switch between

Lien Marking (if

account in State Bank of India.

IREPS E-Auctions,

link on IREPS Home
Divisional

Leasing

at any point of time, before entering the bidding room. VAN
mechanism does nol require the bidder to have a currenl

money from any of their existing bank accounts in any bank
o thelr VAN account, which enables them to participate in

- Contractors who do not have IREPS account for any module:
of IREPS can submit their online request for registration by
clicking on New Vendors / Contractors (E-Tender /E-Auction

Railway Authority | Commercial Branch, State Entry Road,
to contact, in case | New Delhi 110055,

and VAN

The users are free to transfer

age.
Railway Manager's Office,

Yadav said that BJP and |||©fany query Email: sanitationcell@gmail.com

AAP wisre handan-slove in Tel: 011-23743084

hiding the CAG reports from | | No.: TPUB/TN/Pay&UseToilets/Auction/2022 Dated: 21.01.2025
the public domain. 2412025
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Celebration of Democracy: A festival of
democracy & indianness: Indresh Kumar already undergone

New Delhi
he n-e-
Jamhuriyat” pro-
gram organized un-
der the aegis of the
Muslim Rashtriya Manch
(MRM) at Aiwan-e-Ghalib
Auditorium in Delhi elevat-
ed the ideals of democracy,
communal harmony, and
the values of Indianness to
new heights on the occa-
sion of Republic Day. This
event was not merely a cel-
ebration but alsoa platform
for dialogue, highlighting
India's democratic tradi-
tions, cultural diversity, and
unique strength in unity,
The event was graced by
the presence of Indresh Ku-
muar, guide of the Muslim
Rashtriya Manch; Igbal
Singh Lalpura, Chairperson
of the National Commis-
sion for Minorities; Shahid
Akhtar, Acting Chairperson
of the National Commis-
sion for Minority Educa-
tional Institutions (NCMED);
and Anil Gupta, Delhi Prant
Sanghchalak. The speakers
emphasized the power of
voting, the enriched status of
minorities in India, and the
importance of education and
awareness, Discussions cen-
tered on the significance of
the Republic, democratic
rights, and duties, under-
scoring that the spirit of
“Hindustaniyat" is the true
identity of the natio
Indresh Kumar, guide of
MRM and a member of RSS
National Executive, re-

marked, "As the world's
largest democracy, India
celebrates its Republic Day

today. This day isnot just an
occasion but a celebration of
our constitutional values
and cultural heritage. The
Quran teaches us that pa-
triotism (Hubb-ul-Watan)
is half of faith, and the Ra-
mayana teaches that "Moth-
er and Motherland are
greater than heaven.' Both
messages inspire usto love
and serve our country."

He added, "We must un-
derstand that religion is not
limited to prayer and wor-
ship. Every faith guides us
toward service, respect, and
truth." Recalling MRM’s
journey, he said, "Initially, 1
trusted just 10-15 individu-
als, but these few expanded
the platform to create the
vast organization we have

FRw T A

today. This time, we are tak-
ing Buddbhists to the Kumbh
Mela, and many Muslims
have expressed their desire
tojoin us as well.”"

Anil Gupta, Delhi Prant
Sanghchalak, stated, "Voting
is not merely a formality; it
is the most eritical means to
shape the future of ourselves
and the coming generations,
The challenges Delhi faces
today—pollution, corrup-
tion, and the state of educa-
tion—are the result of poor
priorities and negligent poli-
cies over the past decade.
Everyvoter has the respon-
sibility to cast their vote
wisely and elect leaders who
prioritize basic amenities
like clean air, clean water,
and quality education.”

He emphasized, "Our na-
tion is the shared home of
Hindi, Urdu, and Sanskrit

aadaida

cultures, whose roots cannot
be harmed. While the last
thousand years of history
have seen u)nﬂicl and bit-
terness, it is now time to
move past these divisions to-
ward unity and progress.
Voting is not just an act of
pressing a button but a
pledge to contribute to
building a strong, ¢ osper-
ous, and just society.”

Igbal Singh Lalpum
shared, "Minorities in India
enjoy equal rights. This na-
tion has always respected
everyone. The Constitution
grants us both rights and du-
ties. India is a heaven for mi-
norities, offering opportu
nities to become Prime Mir
isters, Chief Justices, and ex-
cel in every field. Our an-
cestors chose their religions
willingly, but our culture
and traditions remain the

Consent for sex doesn’t extend to filming,
sharing private moments: Delhi HC

New Delhi
The Delhi High Court has
significantly held the con-
sent to have sex doesn’t al-
low capturing private mo-
ments and posting it on so-
cial media.

Justice Swarana Kanta
Sharma while dismissing
the bail application by a
rape accused said consent
did not extend to permitting
misuse and exploitation of
private images.

“Even if the consent for
sexual relations had been
given at any point in time by
the complainant, such con-
sent cannot, in any manner,
be construed as consent to
capture and post her inap-
propriate videos on social
media platforms, Consentto
engage in physical relations
does not extend to the mis-
use or exploitation of a per-
son’s private moments or
their depiction in an inap-
propriate and derogatory
manner,” the court held in a
January 17 verdict.

The accused, in the pres-
ent case, alleged it was a case
of a “long friendly relation-
ship™ turning sour owing to

Delhi court to
hear defamation
plea against BJP
MP Bansuri
Swarajon Feb 1

New Delhi

A Delhi court is likely to
hear arguments on Feb-
ruary 1 on whether to take
cognisance of a defama-
tion complaint filed against
BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj
by AAP's Satyendar Jain.

Additional chief judicial
magistrate Neha Mittal on
Wednesday posted the
matter after noting that
Jain has handed over the
documents related to the
complaint to Swaraj.

“Certain  documents
have filed on behalf of the
complainant. Copy of the
same has been supplied to
counsel for proposed ac-
cused no.1... Put up for
further arguments on the
point of cognisance on
February 1, 2025," the
judge said.

the woman failing to repay
aloan he gave her.
Refnslm, to grantany re-
prieve, the courtsaid even if
the initial sexual relation-
ship between the parties
was consensual, the alleged
subsequent acts of the ac-
cused were “clearly rooted in
coercion and blackmail™.
“While the first sexual en-
counter may have been con-
sensual, the subsequent
ones were allegedly based on
blackmail, with the accused
taking advantage of the
videos to exert control over
the complainant. The ac-
cused’s actions in preparing
the videos and using them to
manipulate and sexually ex-

ploit the complainant pri-
ma-facie reflects a strategy
of abuse and exploitation,

weaponise” her marital sta-
tus and professional back-
ground to diminish the grav-
ity of the allegations was
“unacceptable”.

The mere fact that, said
the court, the complainant
worked in a massage parlour
could not beused to dimin-
ish the seriousness of the al-
leged offences committed
against her when there was

same. We must preserve
this unity and work toward
making India a developed
nation."

Shahid Akhter said, "The
Muslim Rashtriya Manch
has always prioritized
democracy, education, and
national interest. The plat-
form teaches us 'Vasudhai-
va Kutumbakam' (the world
is one family) and the true
values of Indian culture, in-
spiring ustoview the world
as a family. Today's voter
will shape tomorrow’s India,
‘We must ensure every citi-
n exercises their voting
rights wisely and with
awareness."

He added, "We must rise
above narrow identities of
majority and minority and
move forward as 'Hindus-
tanis.' It is essential toleave
behind caste, religion, and
sectarian divisions to con-
tribute to building a devel-
oped and empowered In-
dia. Today, we must priori-
tize not only our rights but
also our duties.”

The Hindi edition of the
book Wagf Bill 2024: Re-
spect to Islam and Gift for
Muslims was grandly
launched during the event.
Co-authored by Prof. (Dr.)
Shahid Akhtar, Dr. Shalini
Ali, Shiraz Qureshi (Advo-
cate), and senior journalist
and social activist Shahid
Sayeed, the book was de-
scribed as a landmark doc-
ument for the effective man-
agement and social use of

Wagf properties. The speak-
ers hailed the book as a his-
torie step, noting its poten-
tial to empower the Muslim
community and inspire re-
forms in Waqf property
management for societal
welfare.

The program, organized
by MRM Delhi Prant, wit-
nessed active participation
from several leaders, in-
cluding Hafiz Sabrin, Imran
Chaudhary, Faiz Khan, Dr.
Shaista, and Shabana
Sheikh, alongside numer-
ous Delhi-based workers.

Speakers stressed that the
challenges India faces can
only be resolved through
dialogue, consensus, and
an inclusive approach. The
program reaffirmed India's
strength lies in its com-
munal harmony, demo-
craticvalues, and the prin-
ciple of “Vasudhaiva Ku-
tumbakam," which views
the world as one family.
This event highlighted the
greatness of India's Re-
public, cultural diversity,
and the message of mutu-
al respect and brother-
hood.

The Jashn-e-Jamhuriyat
platform demonstrated
that unity in diversity is In-

isa sh.mad responsibility.

Through such events, the
significance of the Repub-
lic and the depth of Indian

culture are conveyed not
only to the nation but to
the world at large.

Atishi accuses B]JP’s Ramesh
Bidhuri of perpetrating

“hooliganism”

New Delhi
Ahead of the upcoming as-
sembly elections. Delhi
Chief Minister Atishi on
Wednesday accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) of creating an at-
mosphere of “terror” in the
Kalkaji assembly con-
stituency, levelling serious
allegations of “hooligan-
ism”and use of "profanity”

noevidence of her engaging  against Aam Aadmi Party
in illicit or unlawful activi-  (AAP) workers by Ramesh
ties. and his associates.

The complainant alleged ascathingat-

she was lured by the ac-
cused who also gave her Rs
3.5lakh inloanto enrolina
course but

mg an) con-
sensual interaction,” it said
It prima facie appe:

that the accused had ex-
ploited hi: ationship un-
der the guise of a loan trans-
action but such an arrange-
ment — even between
friends — did not entitle
one party toexploit the oth-
er's vulnerability or dignity,
the court said.

The court rejected the ac-
cused’s plea that being mar-
ried, the woman was mature
enough to understand the
significance of her actions,
and said an “attempt to

by ly be-
gan blackmailing her to
comply with his sexual de-
mands,

She alleged by 2023 end,
the accused came to Delhi
and showed an allegedly ob-
jectionable video of her on
his cellphone and forced
her to have sex for two days
while threatening to make
the videos public.

He reportedly posted the
content on social media plat-
forms such as Facebook,
‘WhatsApp, and Instagram.

Jailed J&K MP Rashid Engineer
moves Delhi HC in terror case

New Delhi
Jammu and Kashmir MP
Rashid  Engineer on
Wednesday moved the Del-
hi High Court over bail ina
terror-funding case.

The matter would come
up on January 23 before
Justice Vikas Mahajan.

In his plea, Rashid prayed
for an expeditious ruling
on theissue of his release on
bail, which is currently
pending before a trial court.
He is also believed to have
said the matter could be
decided by the high court.

“The bail application for
Engineer Rashid has been
filed and is listed for hear-
ing in the Delhi High Court
on January 23," Inam in
Nabi, the chief spokesman
of Awami Ittehad Party said
on Wednesday.

Nabi said the party would
continue to make efforts to
ensure justice for the jailed

MP.

“Engineer Rashid has al-
ways been a voice for the
marginalised and a strong
advocate for the demoerat-
ic aspirations of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.
His continued incarcera-
tion is deeply concerning
and a disservice to the prin-
ciples of democracy and
justice,” said the
spokesman.

On December .24 l.lsl
year, additional sess
judge Chander
dismissed Rashid’s plea

urging him to pronounce
the verdict on his pending
bail application.

The trial judge said at the
present stage he could only
decide the miscellancous
application and not thereg-
ular bail plea.

The case was sent back to
the ASJ by the district judge
for hearing.

The ASJ court requested
the district judge to transfer
the case to a court desig-
nated to try lawmakers
since Rashid was now an
MP.

His counsel and the NIA
had jointly sought the mat-
ter to remain in the trial
court already hearing it

Apart from the NIA case,
the ASJ also recommended
transferring a connected
money laundering case and
Rashid's regular bail plea to
the court meant for law-
makers.

Latk on BJP candidate Bid-
huri and demanding action
from the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) on
the matter, Atishi said that
heand his worl ein-
dulging in hooliganism.

"Ramesh Bidhuri and his
workers are not contesting
elections, they are doing
hooliganism. We demand
from the Election Com-
mission that action should
be taken in this matter,”
Atishi said in a press con-
ference.

She said that people
claiming to be nephews of
Bidhuri were threatening
AAP workers while grab-
bing their collars and
“burning” the campaign
materials including pam-
phlets.

“Ever since Rakesh Bid-
huri is contesting elections
from Kalkaji, BJP has cre-
ated an atmosphere of ter-
ror in the Kalkaji Vidhan
Sabha region. In every area,
BJP workers, and some
people who claim to be the
‘bhatijas (nephews)’ of
Ramesh Bidhuri, are
threatening AAP workers,
grabbing their collars. They
are snatching and burning
the campaign materials,”
Atishi said.

Meanwhile, AAP nation-
al convener Arvind Kejriw-
al also joined the news con-
ference and said that the
events deseribed by Atishi
were not limited to one as-
sembly eonstitueney. “What
Atishi said is not limited to
just one assembly con-
stituency. BJP has resorted
to hooliganism,” he said.

“Any party or candidate
resorts to violence only
when they see that it is
possible towin peacefully.

BJP is heading towards a
historie defeat in Delhi. It
will be written in history
that a party will lose so
badly,” Kejriwal added.

Taking a dig at Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and Delhi Police, Kejriwal
said that police were now
campaigning for the BIP
while helping “goons” in-
dulging in hooliganism.
“Amit Shah has now taken
charge and the entire DLl-
hi Police is no

Court sentences rape
convict to jail time

New Delhi
ADelhi court has sentenced
a convict in a minor’s rape
caseto five years' imprison-
ment which he already un-
derwent observing it must
not be swayed by emotions
and follow judicial principles.

The verdict paves way for
the release of the 4o-year-old
eonvict,

Additional sessions judge
Babita Puniya was hearing
the anguments on sentencing
against the man who was
charged for rape under IPC
and the Protection of Chil-
dren fram Sexual Offences
(POCSO) forcommitting ag-
gravated sexual assault.

Special public prosecutor
Sharawan Kumar Bishnoi
said the convict did not de-
serve any leniency.

The December 13 order
said a court couldn't ignore
the principles laid down by
the Supreme Court on sen-
tencing. It said in the inter-
estof justice, a sentence pro-
portionate to the offence’s
gravity had to be imposed.

“Excessive punishment
does not serve the interest of
Jjustice or society,” it said.

The convict was stated to
be the minor survivor's
neighbour and despite being
in a position of trust, lured

and sexually assaulted the
child.

“Thus, his behaviour with
her was not onlya disgusting
abuseof; ph_\slm] power but
also a violation of trust asa
neighbour. He acted in a
manner unacceptable in our
society,” the court said.

It noted the convicthad al-
ready spent 5.4 years in
prison.

“I consider a sentence of
imprisonment for the period
already undergone by the
convict with a fine of Rs
10,000 appropriate,” the
judge suid.

“This would provide just
retribution,

SO

ity of his act, while als leav-
ing scope for rehabilitation,”
the judge said.

‘The court awarded Rs 8.25
lakh in compensation to the
survivor. A case was regis-
tered against the accused
under Sections 376-AB (pun-
ishment for rape on a
woman under twelve years of
age)/511 (punishment for
attempting to commit of-
fences punishable with im-
prisonment for life or an-
other imprisonment) of the
IPC and under provisions
of the POCSO Act.

Tender Notice No.: DY-CE-C-lI-JHS-2025-01

TENDER
Deputy Chiel Engineer (Canstruction-1i). North ceniral Raitway, Jhansi for and
behalf of the prasident of India invitad E-tender up 10 15:00 hrs on the ciosing date
11.02.2025 The detail of thetendar are as under-

Dated: 18.01.2025

|ADEN/M/Lina Mahoba for 18 months.
Approx Cost - 2 7.

Tender No.: DY-CE-C-II-JHS-2025-01, Description of work: Maintenance of
track (New line) betwean DWA-New LAR Town & BWR-TKA section under

51 Money - T 1.45.400 00

Complation Perlod: 18 (Exghtaan) Months including harvest & monsoon perfod

Validity: 60 Days | Closing dateltime: 11.02.2025 at 15.00 Hrs.

[ websito hitgp; 'www.irops g

ov.in

Note: Far complole detai and submission of lander please vial Ind\n» Raumy s

125 (MG)

For the convel

nce of rail passengers, Railways
have decided to run the following Reserved Special
Express Trains as per details mentioned below:-

Train No. 04014 l
Arr. Dep.

T Train No. 04013

= 08:10

Delhi Sarai Rohilla

Arr. Dep. |
23.00 =

00:30 -

- 05:30

Days of Run: 04014 Ex Delhi Sarai Rohilla on 24.01.2025

(Friday)and 04013 Ex

ing for BJP. They help BJP
goons in committing hooli-
ganism. Money, goods, an

sarees are being distrib-
uted and the police were

Stoppages: Delhi Cantt,,

04064/04063 Delhi Sar:
Delhi Sarai Rol

1st AC, AC2Tier& AC 3 Tier,
Gurgaon, Rewari Jn., Alwar Jn.,
Jaipur Jn., Kishangarh, Ajmer Jn., Beawar. Marwar Jn., Falna,
Abu Road & Palanpur Jn. Stations

Rohilla - Sabarma
la Reserved Special Express Train

0n25.01,2025 day)

helping in this,” he added.

l‘urlhermmu the Delhi Train No. 04064 T Train No, 04063
CM narrated various inci- Arr. | Dep. Arr, Dep. |
dents alleging hooligani = 08:10 | Delhi Sarai Rohilla| 23:00 -
from the side of BJP work- 00:30 = Sabarmati - 05:30
ers, saying that AMP ward || poys of Run: 04064 Ex Delhi Sarai Rohilla on 25.01.2025
president Arun Chauhan || gz, vay) and 04063 Ex Sabarmati on 26.01.2025 (Sunday)
from Giri Nagar was

abused by BJP’s Rajeev
Bhati, who claims to be a
nephew of Bidhuri.

“On January 15, in the
Giri Nagar area, AAP ward
president Arun Chauhan
and our women wing team
were campaigning door-
to-door. BJP's Rajeev
Bhati, who claims to be a
nephew of Bidhuri, abused
our party workers, snatch-
ing away the pamphlets
they had,” Atishi added.

She further alleged that

Accommodation: 1st AC. AC2Tier, AC3 Tier & Sleeper.
Stoppages: Delhi Cantt, Gurgaon, Rewari Jn., Alwar J.,
Jalpur Jn., Kishangarh, Ajmer Jn., Beawar, Marwar Jn. Falna,
Abu Road & Palanpur Jn. Stations
For any kind of information, passengers are
requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No. 139
or visit Indian Railways Website
https:/fenquiry.indianr
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CnanbpiGarH/NCR
Haryana approves Rs 36 Cr solar
plant project on govt Buildings

UP govt
approves
establishment
of Prosecution
Directorate
Mahakumbh Nagar

Komal Ramola
Chandigart

In a significant step to-
wards e th vi-
sion of a crime-free Uttar
Pradesh, the Yogi Adit-
yanath government has
appmved the establish-
ment of an independent
Prosecution  Directorate.
The decision was taken
during a cabinet meeting
held at Triveni Sankul in

Nagar
on Wednesday.

The move aligns with
the implementation of
the Indian Civil Defence
Code 2023, aiming to
ensure effective and
impartial  prosecution
in the state. The Prose-
cution Directorate will
function independently,
with a Director of Pros-
ecution and Deputy Di-
rectors appointed as per
the state government's
directives.The existing
staff of the Pr

SthaJ.Luun

C\Vertnesda) ap-
proved a project worth
Rs 36 crore to install
rooftop  solar  power
plants on 290 govern-
ment buildings in Har-
yana.

Saini was presiding
over a meeting of the
High-Powered Purchase
Committee (HPPC), De-
partmental High-Pow-
ered Purchase Com-
mittee  (DHPPC), and
High-Powered  Works
Purchase  Committee
(HPWPC).

Contracts and pur-
chases worth a total of
Rs 804 crore were ap-
proved in the meeting
m which Ministers Vipul
Goel, Ranbir Gangwa,
and Shruti  Choudhry
were also present, said
an official st

department will be in-
tegrated into the new
directorate under Sec-
tion 20 of the Indian
Civil Defence Code 2023.
Additionally, separate
funding will be allocat-
ed for the directorate’s
future operations, en-
suring its effective func-
tioning,

As part of the new
proposal, each district
will have its own Pros-
ecution Directorate. It
will be led by a Director
of Prosecution, who will
work under the admin-
istrative control of the
Home Department.To
qualify for the role of Di-
rector, a candidate must
have at least 15 years
of experience as an ad-
vocate or prosecutor or
must have served as a
session judge.The state
government will have
the authority to remove
the Director from his po-
sition before completing
his three-year tenure if
they are found involved
in criminal, or corrup-
tion cases, or deemed
unable to perform their
duties effectively.

The selection and
appointment of the Di-
rector of Prosecution
will be carried out by a
search committee led
by the Additional Chief
Secretary or Principal
Secretary of the Home
Department. Other
members of the commit-
tee will include the Prin-
cipal Secretary of Justice
and Legal Counsel, the
Director General of Po-
lice, and the Seeretary of
the Home Department.
The committee will de-
cide the selection pro-
cess independently.

The minimum ten-
ure for the Director
of Prosecution will be
three years. The state
government will create
permanent and tempo-
rary posmons for the di-
rectorate’s headquarters,
regional  offices, an
district offices to ensure
its smooth operation. At
the district level, the Dis-
trict Magistrate will play
a key role in overseeing
and reviewing the prose-
cution activities and the
work of the prosecution
office to ensure the ef-
fective implementation
of this new system,

The UP government
has also approved an
agreement with Tata
Technologies  Limited
(TTL) to upgrade 62
Industrial Training In-
stitutes (ITIs) and es-
tablish five Centers for
Innovation, Invention,
Incubation, and Train-
ing (CIITTs). The project,
with a total cost exceed-
ing Rs 3,634 crores, will
see TTL contribute Rs
2,851 crores and the
government over Rs 783
crores.

Rilvt Contact:
9818-199941

According to the state-
ment, the Chief Minis-
ter said that the state
government is rapidly
implementing the PM
Surya Ghar Muft Bijli
Yojana.

The aim of this scheme

( TOP STORY, DELHI,
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Nagaland govt
pushes for review of
FMR, PAP policies

Kohima

is to provide affordable
electricity to people by
installing solar panels of
up to 2 kW on rooftops.
Consumers will use the
electricity as per their
need, and excess power
will be sold to the grid,
he said.

The Chief Minister said
that under this scheme,
the central government is
providing a subsidy of Rs
60,000, and the Haryana
government is providing

Rs 50,000. Therefore,
people should take full
advantage of this scheme,
he said.

In the meeting, an
agency was finalized for
the complete dispos-
al of legacy waste at the
Bandhwari landfill site in
Gurugram district.

‘The Chief Minister di-
rected the officers con-
cerned that the waste
should be fully disposed
of within the next four

NIA raids multiple locations in Punjab
over Chandigarh grenade attack case

New Delhi
The NIA conducted

searches at multiple
locations linked to the
Babbar Khalsa Interna-
tional (BKI) in several
states on Wednesday
in connection with the
Chandigarh grenade at-
tack case.

The search operation
was conducted at the
premises of suspects
linked to US-based ter-
rorist Harpreet Singh
alias Happy Passian in
Amritsar, Gurdaspur,
Bathinda and Ferozepur
districts  of  Punjab,
Lakhimpur Kheri dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh,
Rudrapur district in Ut-
tarakhand, and Chandi-
garh, the National Inves-
tigation Agency said ina
statement.

“Incriminating  mate-
rials including mobiles
and digital devices and
documents were seized
during the searches,”
the statement said.

The NIA took over
the case related to the
hand grenade attack at
a house in Sector 10/D,
Chandigarh on Septer
ber g last year and ar-

sted accused Rohan
Masih and Vishal Masih,

The Union Home Min-
istry had handed over
the case to the NIA.
“NIA  investigations
so far in the case have
exposed a conspiracy
of Pakistan-based Har-
winder Singh Sandhu

alias Rinda and US-
based Harpreet Singh
alias Happy Passian,

both terrorists belong-
ing to BKI, to attack a re-
tired police officer,” the
statement said.

It said the two terror-

ists had tasked a module
to carry out the attack
and had provided funds,
weapons and other
logistical support to the
on-ground operative.

“The conspiracy in-
volved recruitment of
India-based associates
by foreign-based main
accused and handlers
for carrying out terror
acts, providing funds for
such terror acts, smug-
gling of terror hardware
into India, and move-
ment of terror hardware
through dead drop mod-
el,” the NIA said.

months. If this is not
done, action will be

en against the mncemed
agency, and fines will be
imposed, directed by the
Chief Minister.

He said that cleanliness
arrangements  should
be ensured in all cities
and rural areas of Hary-
ana. No piles of garbage

should be visible any-

where, he said.
Meanwhile, in the

meeling approval was

Saini was presiding
over a meeting of
the High-Powered
Purchase Committee
(HPPC), Departmental
High-Powered
Purchase Committee
(DHPPC), and High-
Powered Works
Purchase Committee
(HPWPC).

also given for the pur-
chase of super sucker ma-
chines costing nearly Rs
13 crore to ensure proper

cleaning of sewers.
Saini directed the of-
ficers concerned  that

there will be no compro-
mise on quality in infra-
structure projects.

He said that special at-
tention should be given to
the quality of every task.

During the meeting,
the Chief Minister di-
rected the officers that
demands for various
sports should be sought
from all schools, and
infrastructure  should
be developed in schools
according to those de-
mands.

The Nagaland govern-
ment on Wednesday
reiterated its demand
to the Centre to re-
view its decision on
the 10 km Free Move-
ment Regime (FMR)
along the Indo-Myan-
mar border and the
re-imposition of the
Protected Area Permit
(PAP).

Interacting with re-
porters, minister and
government  spokes-
person K G Kenye ex-
pressed the state’s ob-
Jjection to the new FMR
restrictions, which
limit movement to a
10 km radius along the
border, instead of the
previous 16 km.

“While we respect the
government's security
concerns, we believe
that Nagaland's situa-
tion is unique and re-
quires a different ap-
proach,” he said.

He added that the
state has not vet re-
ceived any  official
response from the
Centre regarding its
request for a review.

Highlighting the
unique historical and

Journalist among 2 held for ‘offensive’
comments on Maha Kumbh, Hindu deities

Barabanki (UP)
Two men, including a
journalist, have been ar-

ed here for allegedly
making  objectionable
social media comments
on the Maha Kumbh and
Hindu deities, police said
on Wednesday.

The two were held
Tuesday evening after
their remarks sparked
anger among some
members of the Hindu
community, prompting
the police to issue an
alert for enhanced social
media monitoring.

City Kotwali SHO
Alok Mani Tripathi said,
“Kamran Alvi was arrest-
ed after he posted a vid-
eo related to the Maha
Kumbh. It offended
some people. The higher
authorities took note of
the video.

“The accused was
promptly arrested, and
a case was registered
under section 299 (de-
liberate and malicious
acts, intended to out-
rage religious feelings of
any class by insulting its
religion or religious be-
liefs) of the BNS Act for
insulting religions sym-

W s oL

AR

Imls He will be present-
ed in the court,” Tripathi
said.

Alvi describes himself
as a journalist on Face-
book where he has more
than 9,000 followers.
He runs a news portal.

i id they are

t
vnl\'ed in the circulation
of the video.

In the second case,
SHO Amit Pratap Singh
“Abhishek Kumar,
aresident of Boja village

near Jaidpur, made ob-
jectionable remarks on
social media about Hin-
du deities and the Maha
Kumbh. A case has been
registered and the ac-
cused arrested”.

Being organised af-
ter 12 years, the Maha
Kumbh — one of the
most significant Hindu
pilgrimages — kicked
off on January 13 in
Prayagraj and would
continue till February
26.

BJP set to form a majority govt in Delhi: Haryana CM

Komal Ramoia

full cmnmnmenl 0]

eradicate

Har_\ana Chlel' Minis-
ter, Nayab Singh Saini,
said that under the Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao
campaign, the state gov-
ernment has made con-
tinuous efforts over the
past 10 years to elimi-
nate gender discrimina-
tion, provide girls with
proper educational op-
portunities, fulfill their
aspirations, and ensure
their rights.

Ihn social evil at its root.
In addition, during a re-
cent review meeting of
the Women and Child
Development  Depart-
ment, it was decided
to appoint women Sar-
panches as ambassa
in their respective
es. This initiative aims
to strengthen efforts for
improving the sex ratio
and promoting further
progress.

He ed  that
the nationwide Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao
campaign, launched
on January 22 in 2015
from the historic land of
Panipat under the lead-
ership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, has
played a significant role
in combating this social
evil. Through unprece-
dented  improvements
in the state’s sex ratio
over the last decade, the
sex ratio has risen from
861 in 2014 to 910 today.
The state government is
making sustained and
serious efforts to com-
pletely eradicate this so-
cial evil.

Chief Minister ex-
plained that the state
government is diligent-
Iy working to further
improve the sex ratio.
Officials have been in-
structed to work with

In resy to a ques-
tion about former Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh
Saim said that the peo-
ple of Delhi are high-
ly disappointed with
Arvind  Kejriwal. He
pointed out that Sh Ke-
jriwal has  repeatedly
made false promises to
the people, claiming to
transform Delhi into a
city like Paris over the
last 10 years. However,
instead of transforming
Delhi, he has only suc-
ceeded in turning his
own house into a Paris.

On being asked 1o
comment on CAG's re-
port on the Rs 380 crore
corruption in Delhi gov-
ernment's health depart-
ment, Chief Mimster
Nayab Singh Saini stat-
ed that Arvind Kejriwal
is entirely involved in

corruption. He a
Kejriwal of underminis
the hopes and dreams of
the Delhi people, saying
that while Kejriwal has
fulfilled his own aspira-
tions, he h: attered
the dreams he promised
to the people. The Chief
Minister also expressed
confidence that the Aam
Aadmi Party will not win
any seats in the upcom-
ing election results on
February 8.

The Chief Minister
said that the responsi-
bility for 32 seats in the
Dclh.l Assembly election
has been entrusted to
the workers of Haryana.
He added that during
the campaign, all of Har-
yana workers have ap-
pealed to the people of

not a solution but a dis-
aster. He further stated
that under the
ship of Prime Minister
Sh Narendra Modi, the
Bharativa Janata Party
is set to form a govern-
ment with a decisive ma-
Jjority in
Nayab Si gh Saini
said that Congress and
Aam Aadmi Party are
two sides of the same
coin. He pointed out
that while leaders of
both parties once used
riticize each other,
today, driven by a hun-
ger for power, they are
supporting one anoth-
er. He further said that
both Congress and Aam
Aadmi Party are mired

in corruption, and their
primary motive is not
the welfare of the people,
but their own self-inter-

est.

The Chiel Minister
questioned Arvind Ke-
jriwal, stating that while
e had promised to pro-
vide clean drinking wa-
ter to the people of Del-
hi free of cost, neither
did the Yamuna River
get cleaned nor did the
people receive access to
clean water during his
tenure. He added that
the current situation in
Delhi is such that resi-
dents are now forced to
drink contaminated wa-
ter.

The Chief Minister
further said that prior
to 2014, during Con-

gress rule, women in
Haryana had to carry
water pots for two kilo-
meters, However, after
the Bharatiya Janata
Party government came
to power in Haryana
under the leadership of
Sh Narendra Modi, the
double-engine  govern-
ment ensured that clean
water reached every
household in the state.
He assured the people of
Delhi that once the BJP
forms the government
after February 8, clean
water will be supplied to
their homes.

The Chief Minister
shared that the state
government is engaging
with the people through
pre-budget consulta-
tions for the General
Budget 2025-26. He
mentioned that sugges-
tions have been sought
from various groups,
including women, entre-
preneurs, farmers, rep-
resentatives,  self-help
groups, Drone Didi and
Lakhpati Didi, to ensure
that the budget reflects
the needs of all sections
of society. A dedicat-
ed portal has also been
created for the public to
submit their suggestions.
The Chief Minister as-
sured that valuable sug-
gestions from the people
will be incorporated into
the budget.

political context of Na-
galand, Kenye stressed
that the state’s con-
cerns should be con-
sidered in light of its
distinet history and
people.

“Nagaland is the po-
litical nerve centre
of the entire North
East, and it serves as
an epicentre for many
aspects of life for the
states and people in

this region,” he ex-
plained.
“While we empa-

thise with neighbour-
ing states, Nagaland's
history and concerns
must be understood
and addressed accord-
ingly,” he added.

Kenye pointed out
that Delhiis well aware
of the region’s histori-
cal context, particular-
ly in the socio-political
sense. "We feel for the
other regions around
us, but Nagaland’s sit-
uation is a complete-
ly different story. We
hope the Centre will
take our sentiments
into account and not
dismiss  them out-
right,” he said.
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India faces
threat from
within, not
outside:
Farooq
Abdullah

Jammu
im-

Emphasising the

portance of unity and
countering divisive nar-
ratives to secure the na-
tion's future, National
Conference (NC) Presi-
dent Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah said on Wednesday
that India does not face
a threat from eutside but
from within.

Addressing a conven-
tion of the SC cell of the
party at the NC head-
juarters here, Dr. Ab-
lullah said, “The coun-
try demands sacrifice
even today to save itself.
India does not face a
threat from outside but
from within. People in-
side the country can de-
stroy it, not those from

outside. To make the
nation strong, we must
make ourselves, our

brothers, and our sisters
strong,” he contended.

He highlighted the
need for a united effort
towards nation-building,
stating, “This country
can only progress when
all of us are happy and
united. India is diverse,
L'nmprising various rac-
es and regions, and our
strength lies i in our unity
amid diversity”.

He criticised the divi-
sive propaganda, par-
ticularly the narrative
that Hindus are under
threat. “There are 8o
per cent Hindus in this
country, so where is
the threat? This narra-
tive is meant to ecreate
fear among people. It is
everyone's duty to break
this falsehood,” he said.

Commenting on the
abrogation of Article
370, Dr Abdullah said
that the special provi-
sion was not solely for
Kashmiris but was intro-
duced by Maharaja Hari
Singh in 1927 to protect
Dogras of Jammu from
economic domination by
wealthy Punjabis. “You
celebrated the abroga-
tion, but now even do-
mestic jobs are going to
outsiders. Servants are
being brought in from
outside. Think about
what you have gained,”
he remarked.

Advt Contact:
9818-199941




OPINION

Some of us have long
argued that the foreign
policy making in India
has been an elite exercise
as the non-governmen-
tal agencies, businesses,
or civil society had mar-
ginal, peripheral role or
no contribution to it. in
a democracy, that does
not reflect the national
opinion or even national
interest.

The 60s, 70s, and 80s
were the analog era. Dial-
ing a number on a rotary
phone involved spinning
a small wheel, each turn
feeling like winding the
clock of destiny with fore-
fingers. A single misdial
meant starting over, a
Sisyphean task that test-
ed one’s patience. By the
1970s brightly coloured
rotary phones added vi-
brancy to homes, but the
design was as heavy and
clunky as a Soviet tank.
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Enriching India’s Foreign
Policy creating new structures

ecently, External
Affairs Minister S.
ishankar urged

the non-government
strategic community to
pull themselves up by

their bootstraps to con-
tribute to India's exter-
nal relations through
Track-11 diplomacy
or even overtake the
Track-1. Jaishankar re-
gretted that the Track-11
has sadly fallen behind.
A welcome statement
indeed coming from the
Foreign Minister him-
self.

Some of us have long
argued that the foreign
policy making in India has
been an elite exercise as the
non-governmental  agen-
cios, businesses, or civil so-
ciety hud marginal, periph-
eral role or no contribution
to it. In a demoeracy, that
does not reflect the nation-
al opinion or even national
interest. In fact, to be more
precise; the foreign poliey
has been conducted only
by the party in power and
the Opposition was not
fully consulted, The logic
of foreign policy making is
based on national interest.
But the question is, who de-
fines the national interest;
the ruling party, the for-
cign ministry or the PMO.
1t should ideally as well as
practically be determined
by the country. This struc-
tural question needs to be
debated.

However, admittedly, to
make the foreign policy
making broad-based, it has
to be on priority in public
discourses and electoral
campaigns. Thankfully, the
public is getting involved
in foreign policy issues as
seen in the social media,
proliferation of newspaper
articles and television de-
bates.

In this piece, the at-
tempt is topoint to & fow
new structures that need
to be created or activated
to augment India’s foreign
policy. The foremost struc-
ture in Track-11 is cultur-
al diplomacy. Culture is

decidedly  stronger  than
religion, politics or econ-
omy, It is a practice and a
mindset built over y

decades, and millennia. l.l
is demonstrated by people
who embody and embrace
it. Cultural diplomacy is
conducted through people
visiting or interacting with
citizens In‘another country.

Diaspora is a good stra-
tegic asset in this regard. 1
wrote in this column, last
week, about the role and
contribution of diaspora
in foreign policies. India’s
diaspora, the largest in
the world in current times,
should be optimally har-
nessed. Also, India used
to have friendship associ-
ations with most countries,
They were quite active. One
member, the India-Paki-
stan Friendship Associa-
tion, which was promoting
goodwill  delegations  to
cither country. Asma Ja-
hangir from Pakistan, a
lawyer and human rights
activist was one prominent
figure in this association.
Former nomic and Po-
litical Weekly Journalist
Gautam  Nuovlakha, who
was active in this forum
has been in and out of jail
on Bhims Koregaon case.

This is, of course, another
matter, as the Laws should
take their course, despite
so-called politicization of
such cases, | was a part
of India~Iraq Friendship
Assoviation, which folded
up in the wake of Iraq war.
Such associations need to
be built or activated if they
already exist.

Economic diplomaey s
another route to strength-
en foreign  polief and
international relations. In
fact, economic transaction-
alism has been the credo of
many countries in recent

Economic diploma-
many cases precedes
pnimrnl relations as seen
in the integration of the
European  Union. Trade,

ial, and i
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and Trade Organ ”
which operates  through

its 11 trade councils across
the world. It leads business
delegations on average of
two a month to all over the
world in order to explore
market apportunities.

Having participated in
many of their events il

presence of diplor
trepreneurs, trade
ufacturers and other stake-
holders of international
business, | could see that it
is a facilitating Foram that
is relentless and on con-
stant move. Such activities
and agencies should be en-
eouraged by Government
of India with timely and
deserving facilitations.

C ol

integration happened since
1957 onwards, but the po-
litical union took place only
in1992.

There  are  agencies
promoting  Indian  busi-
nessesacross the world in
a politieally neutral format.
In addition to the estab-

is an emerging area that
should receive serious at-
tention. After the saccess-
ful conclusion of G-2o, the
entire world is looking at
India for more such events.
In Track-1l, the Raisina-
Dialogue commencing in
2016, jointly by the Minis-
try of External Affairs and
Observer Research Foun-
dation (ORF) is receiving
increasing response from
across the world.

India could be the hub of
such dialogues, conferenc-
es on multiple themes in
various state capitals of the

ry. Conferences, draw
avademics,  policymaker,
and influencers, from 1y
parts of the world. The
leading newspapers and TV
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channels do organise such
it e e 6.8 |2 5
literature festivals, cele-

bration of India’s growth
and development and so
on. They should be done
more and more and quite
frequently.

Think Tank diplomacy
is another aren that is less
developed in India. Recent-
v, a global think tank con-
ference was organised in
Delhi by an American think
tank. Only a handful Think
Tanks from India partici-
pated. As such, there are
not many Think Tanks in
the largest populous coun-
try in the world, certainly
not on India’s foreign pol-
Also, there is a dearth
of journals and periodical
of world standard or great
reach on India and the
world, A new journal called
“India’s world™ has just
been launched. The forgo-
ing remark of Jaishankar
was made at the launch of
this journal.

States diplomacy is an
unexplored area in India’s
foreign policy making. Al-
though foreign policy, de-
f energy, and ¢om-
, etc. are in the
and are the do-
nion Government,
itwill be imprudent toleave
out the states in conduct of
India’s international affairs,
Foreign Heads of Govern-
ments do visit the states in
pursuance of business and
investment  opportunities.
But there is more that can
be done.

Silent Conversations and Wild Screens

20th century, com-
munication  wasn't
about mere tapping and
swiping but a journey
imbued with the charm
of epic poetry. Carrying
letters is seen as prim-
itive in this advanced
technology and the al-
lure of expressive emo-
jis. Making a phone call
required walking miles
to a friend’s landline or
the post office to send
a telegram. Post cards
and inland letters mean-
dered through the postal
system at a tortoise pace.
The 60s, 70s, and
80s were the analog
era. Dialing a number
on a rotary phone in-
volved spinning a small
wheel, each turn feelin,
like winding the cloc!
of destiny with forefin-
gers. A smgle misdial
meant starting over, a
Sisyphean task that test-
ed one's patience. By the
1970s brightly coloured
rotary phones added vi-
brancy to homes, but the
design was as heavy and
clunky as a Soviet tank.

In the early and mid

Then, the Dutch but-
ton phones heralding
a leap forward in con-
venience like a knight
trading bulky armour
for flexible chainmail.
By the late Sos and 90s,
the Motorola  hand-
set emerged, featurin
push buttons, a marve
of modernity that felt as
revolutionary as having
a personal robot at ser-
vice. These devices were
not just tools; they were
milestones in the evolv-
ing communication then.

During that period,
communication  chan-
nels  were  primarily

dominated by Post and
Telegraphs Department
(P&T), now Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limit-
ed (BSNL). Connectiv-
ity was scarce, and ac-
quiring a landline often
meant enduring long
waiting periods render-
ing telephones a luxury
rather than a necessity.
With a little advance-
ment, obtaining a local
landline connection be-
came easier but secur-
ing an STD (Subscriber
Trunk Dialing) connec-
tion for long distance
calls was still a privilege
of the elite. Talking to
a friend or relative in
another city, be it from
Srinagar to Solan (HP)
or Jammu to Jaipur or
Mumbai, meant either
walking to the telephone
exchange or waiting
turn in a booth to make
a heavily charged STD
call

Jammu travel guide

Fast forward, a few
vears later, the mobile
phone revolution de-
scended like a deus ex
machine, transforming
communication  over-
night. Suddenly, the
world shrank. The day
of anxiously pacing by a
payphone or decipher-
ing eryptic messages in
exchanges was gone. By
the 1990s, Nokia and
Motorola emerged as pi-
oneers of the era, intro-
ducing sturdy handsets
that were as robust as
bricks. With their basic
texting features, these

“Let me

devices heralded the
dawn of a transforma-
tive age in communica-
tion.

Nowadays, the mobile
phone has woven into
every aspect of our lives,
becoming as indispen-
sable as soap and water.
From the kitchen coun-
ter, where it sits silently
waiting for its next task,
to the bathroom where
it's almost treated like
royalty, it accompanies
us on every necessary at
every moment. Whether
it’s catching up on so-
cial media, answering
emails or indulging in
a quick seroll mid task,
the mobile phone has
transformed every cor-
ner of our homes into a
potential hub for work
or entertainment.

Text messages initial-
Iy preserved a touch of
linguistic  dignity, but
soon, language began to
devolve. “How are you”
morphed into “hru” and

“okay” shrank to a mere
“k.” Conversations com-

Ere.«ed into eryptic ab-
reviations, with phras-
es like “Oh my God"
becoming “OMG" and
know” trans-
forming into “LMK," as
if we were all spies ex-
changing coded messag-

Mobile phones have
become  extensions of
human appendages,
a veritable fifth limb.
WhatsAp, gm\lp‘:qpmllt
like muﬁuroomc ere
are groups for ev e:}one.
each with its own unique
flavor and flair. For the

i the groups are,
Lipstick Mafia,” “Girl
Gang Goals,” "Caffeine
Queens,” and “Laugh-
ter Therapy Gang”. The
gentlemen aren’t left
behind, with “Suits, Ties,
and liigh Fives,” “Ma-
cho Men” and Mimosas,”

and “Battle Buddie
For lighter moments,
there is “Meme Team

or “Kitchen Funnies”,
For curious, niche
groups like “The Art of
Medicinal Mushrooms™

r “Wisdom Warriors,”
“Troll dreamers,” so on
and so forth offer deep-
er engagements from
casual chats to niche in-
terests.

Every morning be-
gins with a deluge of
good-morning imag-
es featuring sunrises,
flowers, and sometimes
oddly photoshopped de-
ities. The messages re-
flect humanity’s quirks,
a heartfelt poem from
one friend and dubious
health tips about usag-
es of turmeric and ghee
from another. Messages,
photos and videos are
shared multiple times
leading  amusements
and rage. Once a friend
texted, “Let’s have a fu.
at the resort.” Puzzled, 1
asked, “What's a fu.” He
clarified, “Fun!” T chuck-
led; realizing vowels had
become an endangered
species. Even our social
interactions are tinged
with absurdity. Reeeiv-
ing a message from an-
other friend s “We
lost our frv,” Bewllderai,
if he misplaced a potato
snack, only to realize lat-
er, he meant “friend.”

The modern mobile
phone is no longer just
a device, it's a carnival.
Videos, many of them
doctored, disseminate
faster than wildfire. One
day, you're watching a
motivational speech; the
next, you're accidentally
knee-deep in a conspira-
cy theory about alien cu-
cumbers. Memes, GIFs,
and viral challenges
bombard us, turning our
attention into confetti,

And yet, for all its
marvels, modern com-
munication often feels
paradoxically  discon-
nected. We send a dozen
messages a day but rare-
ly pause to ask someone
how they truly are. We
are preoccupied with cu-
rating the perfect selfie
or debating the merits of
pineapple on pizza in a
WhatsApp group.

So, the next time
your phone pings with
a WhatsApp message,
take a moment to ap-

reciate the ridiculous

auty of it all. After all,
we've conie a long way,
from walking miles for
a chat to carrying the
world in our pockets.
And who knows? Per-
haps the future holds
even more fantastical
forms of communica-
tion, telepathic texts, an-
yone? Until then, keep
texting, keep laughing,
and, above aﬁ. keep con-
necting by silent conver-
sations and wild screens.
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

SHARE YOUR TIME

If you are not willing to
share your time with
people, you should
not expect them share
their happiness with
you. you haye some
spiritual existence
when you give some-
time to yourself and
you have some social
existence when you
give some time to peo-
ple. not having time,
not using time and not
ﬁlvmg ume are three
ifferent things how-
ever for may of us it
is a same thing. share
your time to someone
who needs it the most
and sometimes it is
you and sometimes
it other. you are not
wealthy 02 time if you
have alot of it, you are
wealthy of time when
you use it best of it. if
you have time then
give it, use it else it
will be lost. we all
are made of time
but only a few
ofus aremade
by time. time
is the only

W,

upon the amount of
time we share and the
intensity of the rela-
tionship depends upon
the amount of atten-
tion we share. time is
most important and
absolutely free thing
to share, all it cost is
some life. sharing time
is sharing your life. if
your life is important,
your time is important
ut if your life 15 impo-
tent your time impo-
tent. people who spend
most of their time to
build their career and
expect welcome in the
relationship is mistak-
en. you can't have both
worlds if you don’t live
in there equally.

the reason we don't
value time even after
hﬁtenm% its  impor-
tance, finding its i
portance and realiz-
ing its importance
because we get it
for t;rlm.k’l‘imc is
a blank paper,
before 1-0[1): gll
it make sure

medium it is precious.
to Shﬂm T WEDOM TUIT ) SUVEEN KB

any - Moral:
thing  and Save rela-
everything no matter tionshig and spend
hnw small or how big  time, don’t spend
it is, no matter how relationship and

save time.

lungh or how quick it
the longevity of the
relationship ~ depends
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Access to judiciary has been
weaponized, says VP Dhankhar

New Delhi

ice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Wednesilay said
aceess to judiciary
hits been weaponized in re-
cent years, posing a great

challenge to governance.
Interacting with a batch of
participants from the Indian
Institute of Democratic
Leadership (11DL), he said,
“We have a f\mdamrzn(u]
right in the country, and the
right is we can access the ju-
diciary. It's a fundamental
right. But in the last few
decades, access to the judi-
ciary has been weaponized!
1t has been weaponized, to
another level, it is posing a
great challenge to our g:w—

those actions. To put it in
Layman's language, a tehsil-
dar can never record an FIR.
How so very strongly he
may feel.

“B

Expressing concern over
the current situation, he stat-
ed, “ Day in and day out,
you'll find advisories ema-
nating,

ordains institutions to work
within their own domain.
Are they working? Tl answer
for you, no”,

The \’uﬂhl‘mﬁldnnt went
on to say, are

being performed by bodies
that have no jurisdiction or
Jurisprudential authority or
competence to. perform

India on track
to meet health
targets before
2030 deadline

- New Delhi
The ongoing efforts of the
National Health Mission
(NHM) have successfully
led to a dramatic transfor-
mation in India’s health-
care landscape. With sig-
nificant progress towards
achieving the Sustainable
Development  Goals
(SDGs), India is on track to
meet its health targets well
ahead of the 2030 dead-
line.

The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here on
Wednesday, was apprised

of the progress under the
\IHM durmh th:- years

2023-24. It was also
prised of accelerated de-
cline in Maternal Mortali
ty Rate, Infant M

yielding ground to ather in-
stitutions, and that is being
done out of expediency.

These placatory mechanisms

may result in short-term
g.‘u\ hut l'hr) cause incal-
inthe

there should be a whip.
vhip means you are cur-
taili: ression, you are
curtailing freedom, you are
subjecting your representa-
tive to servility. You don'tal-
low such a person to use his
or her mind. Examine
whether the US has a whip
ornot, find out in the last ten
years how decisions of the
Senate have been influenced
by persuasion. But when
you issue a whip, there is no

persuasion.
“To persuade
whom?....... Political parties

are supposed to promote
dmmr.m but do the elect-
have the

Spi g
long run. And therefore 1
unge you, you have to think.
“Once you think, connect
with the people. Make them
aware no nation isasrich in
human resources as Bharat.
But we have to audit our-
selves. We can't rest on lau-
rels that are surficial.”
Posing a question to the
participants about the pro-
vision of Whip in Parl
ment, he wondered why

m'uJ:nn of expression?
Whip comes in the way,” he
added. Reflecting on the dis-
ruptions in Parliament, Mr
Dhankhar observed that
Parliament, which was ance
considered a temple of
democracy, has now become
a wrestling ground, a bat-
tleground. “Is there any-
thing left to see, anything left
to hear? People have for-
gotten the word ‘decorum,’

Rajnath calls for inclusive and
sustainable development

New Delhi

Singh has emphasised the
need for India’s develop-
ment to be inchusive, equi-
table, ecologically
able, and morally desirable
while ensuring the health of
the planet is never com-
promised. While address-
ing a gathering in
Pathanamthitta dis

Kerala,

the goth hirth nnmverﬁan

of renowned writer and en-
: ist Sugathak

movmwm which marked a

mari, Singh said, that In-
dia’s consumption should
be driven by need rather
than greed, urging a shift
away from the ‘use-and-
dispose” economy to en-
sure long-term sustain-
ability.

Describing Sugathaku-
mari as not |usl a poet but

Rate, Under-Five Mortali-
ty Rate, Total Fertility Rate,
and the progress in respect
of various disease control
programmes  like TB,
Malaria, Kala-Azar,
Dengue, Tuberculesis, Lep-
rosy, Viral Hepatitis, cte.
and new initiatives under-
taken such as National
Sickle Cell Anaemia Elim-
ination Mission. The cabi-
Tlel later approved the

under the

ifi chapter in In-
dia’s environmental histo-
rv. The defence minister
also pointed out the fore-
sight of India’s constitu-
nm\al framers, who recog-
the deep regpect for
n.ltun and ultegntcd the
protection of the environ-
ment into the Constitution.
He noted that it is a funda-

Singh also spoke about
the idea of climate justice,
stressing that India’s path to
beeoming a developed na-
tion by 2047 hinges on the
suceess of its green initia-
tives. Despite contributing
minimally to global warm-
ing historically, India re-
mains committed to a sus-
tainable future. He shared
that the country’s forest
and tree cover has been
steadily increasing, as high-
lighted by the recent ‘India
State of Forest Report’.

Addressing the global
challenge of climate change,
the defence minister ac-
knowledged the growing
frequency of extreme
weather events
flo
droughts,

He called for a multi-
stakeholder approach to

mental duty for all Indian 1darn to climate Lh.;Ilmg(-
citizens to gz the the im-
mlulnﬂ e of both

g that h strategy changes and indi-

humanist sensitivity, and
moral awareness in her

work. He acknowledged her

should act as a trustee, not
a master, of natural re-
sOurces.

vidual behavioural shifts
to safeguard the environ-
ment.

and there is no concept of

dignity anymore,” he
lamented.
“Chaos, disruption, dis-

turbance and the like, is re-
mote controfled in the house.
They step in the temple with
firm determination to carry
out a command that this
dayis aday of dysfunction in
the parliament or legisla-
ture. Examine it!", he added.

Talking about the need
for talented people in poli-
tics, the Vice-President em-
phasised, “We need trained
people in poliey making. We
need trained people who
know politics. Tt is not easy
to hold the government ac-
countable. The only way to
hold the government ac-
countable is through the
platform of the legislature.

“And mind you, when you
hold the go ac-

India cannot endure millions
of 1llegal mlgrants Dhankhar

Vice Pre
Dhankhar has expressed se-
rious concerns over the chal-
lenges posed by illegal im-
migration, population ex-
plosion, and forced religious
conversions, calling them
emerging threats to nation-
al stability. Addressing stu-
dents from the National In-
stitute of Technology (NTT),
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy (1I'T) Bhilai, and Indian
Tnstitute of Management
(IIM) Raipur at an event ti-
tled “Ideas for a Better In-
dia,” Dhankhar emphasised
the urgent need to imple-
ment the Uniform Civil Code
(uec).

Speaking candidly,
nhdnklmrdui.u\d “Nona-

cations of unchecked popu-
lation growth, describing it
as o severe threat to nation-
al stability. *Ordinary popu-
lation growth is peaceful and
harmonious, but when it is
deliberately aimed at desta-
bilising democracy, it he-
comes amatterof grave con-
cern,” he said,

tion il

I also raised the

of millions of rllcg«l mi-
grants. This issue not only
strains our resources but
also threatens our employ-

issue of orchestrated reli-
gious conversions, stating,
“Planned attempts to alter
the nation’s demographic

ment, health and edu-
. e

position through in-

d for conversion

countable, you are helping
the government. Anyone
would like to improve, but
someone has to tell him or
her that these are the areas
of concern where you need
improvement”.

growing menace cannot be
delaved any further. Na-
tional interests must always
take precedence over politi-

area direct challenge to our
(‘I.Ell‘ll'm] and national identi-
v/

Dhankhar reiterated the
mandate for

ca
The Vice President high-
lighted the alarming impli-

implementing the Uniform
Civil Code, calling it a vital

steptowards national unity.
“How can we 0ppose sottie-
thing that is enshrined in our
Constitution? The framersof
our Constitution, with wis-
dom and foresight, envi-
sioned fundamental prinei-
ples for us, incuding the
Uniform Civil Code as a goal
for a mature democracy.”

He further stressed the
need for meaningful dia-
Togue among political parties
to achieve consensus on crit-
ical issues ke national se-
curity, development, and
sovereignty. “While politi-
cal ideologies may differ,
some issues demand umity
and agreement for the
greater good of the mation,”
he remarked.

Chhattisgarh Governor
Ramen Deka emphasized
the need for India to be both
self-reliant and globally con-
neeted to build a robust na-
tion. Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai highlighted the
state’s initiatives to combat
climate change. stating, “We
are focusing on Green GDP
by promoting measures to
reduce carbon emissions and
encouraging the production
of green steel. Every chal-
lenge hides opportunities.”

Kharge slams BJP govt on 10 yrs of
‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ initiative

New Delhi
Congres president
Mallikarjun Khm;,n on
Wednesday launched a
seathing attack on the BIP-
led government at Centre
on 10 years of ‘Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao’ initiative, ask-
ing the ruling dispensation
why it adopted the policy of
“save the eriminals” in
of “save the daughters™.

Referring to 10 years of
the initiative, he highlight-
ed several incidents of crime
against women reported in
the BJP-led ruled states,
and posed three questions
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in this regard.

“Why did lhe ELJP adopt
the policy of * 3
inals” instead nf ‘save the
daughters? When will the
women of Manipur get jus-
tice? Be it the Dalit daugh-
ter of Hathras or the daugh-
terof Unnao, or our cham-
pion female wrestler, why
has the BJP always given
protection to criminals?,”
the Congress chief ques-

India witnessed transformative telecom
revolution in past two decades: Prez Murmu

New Delhi

NITM.

The NHM engaged over
12 lakh additional health-
care workers between the
financial year 2021-24.
About 220 crore Covid-19
vaccine doses were ad-
ministered nationwide un-
der the mission. The MMR
declined by 83 per cent
since 1990, which is high-
er than the global dedine of
45 per cent.

India demonstrated a
higher decline of 75 percent
in the Under-Five Mortal-
ity Rate compared to the
global reduction of 60 per
cent since 1990. The TBin-
cidence reduced from 237
per one lakh population
in 2015 to 195 in 2023,
while the TE mortality rate
came down from 28 to 22
in the same period.

Ayushman  Arogya
Mandir centres reached
172 lakh mark by FY 2003
24, and the National Sick-
le Cell Anaemia Elimina-
tion Mission over
2.61 crore individuals. Tn-
dia achieved ¢7.98% cov-
erage in the Measles-
Rubella Vactination Cam-
paign, while the Pradhan
Mantri National Dialysis
Programme benefited over
4.53 lakh dialysis patients
in FY 2023-24, it was in-
formed.

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Wednesday ob-
served that the country
has witnessed a transfor-
mative telecom revolu-
tion, driven by the advent
of mobile telephony and
high-speed internet net-
works over the past two
decades,

This revolution has un-
locked India's vast digital
patential, she said while
talking to a group of pro-
bationers of Indian De-
fence Accounts Service
and Indian Telecommu-
nications Service which
called on her at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

The president said that
by enhancing digital con-
nectivity through telecom
infrastructure, telecom-
munication officers can
help in-the inclusive de-
velopment of the nation
by using technology to
empower citizens and cn-
hance the overall quality
of life. She urged them to
foeus on research and de-
velopment in the telecom
sector to ensure the safe-
ty and security of the
telecommunication net-
work.

“The convergence of
emerging technologies,
rapid information di
semination, and shifting

global landscapes present
a complex yet exciting en-
vironment,” she said, and
told officers that their role
would be vital in inclusive
development of India and
in making it globally more
competitive.

She advised them al-
ways to adopt and pro-
mote the citiz ic

This revolution
has unlocked
India’s vast digi-
tal potential, she
said while talking
to a group of pro-
bationers of In-
dian Defence
Accounts Service
and Indian
Telecommunica-
tions Service
which called on
her at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

cisions. Their th
decisions, and actions
would significantly influ-
ence the future trajectory
of the nation.
Addressing the Tndian
Defence Accounts Serv-
ice officers, the President
said that they would be
playing a pivotal role in
ing the fi i

.uppmmh while perform-
ing their duties. T

must keep in 1
needs and asp!
the deprived and under-
p sged sections of the
society while making de-

aspects of the nation’s
armed forces. Their re-
sponsibilities would en-
COMPAss ensuring seam-
less financial manage-
ment, fostering a culture
of accountability, and up-

holding the highest stan-
dards of transparency.

She urged them to
leverage cutting-edge
technologies and innova-
tive methods to stream-
line auditing and ac-
counting processes.

She said that by per-
forming their job with ut-
most dedication, they
would not only strengthen
the financial management
of our armed forces but
also contribute signifi-
cantly to the nation’s se-
curity and prosperity.

tioned.

Kharge, who is alse the
Leader of Oppasition in Ra-
jya Sabha, citing crime
against women, said, “Why
are 43 crimes against
women recorded every hour
in the country? Every day,
22 crimes are registered
against women and chil-
dren of the most vulnerable
Dalit-Tribal community of
onr country.”

‘Taking a jibe at the Prime
Minister, the Congress pres-
ident said he has spoken on
women's safety many times

in his speeches at the Red
Fort , but there is a differ-
ence between words and
actions.

“What is the reason that
till 2019, about 80 per cent
of the total amount allo-
eted for the ‘Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao’ initiative was
spent only in media adver-
tising?,” he asked.

Kharge asserted that in
the last 11 years, the Modi
government has reduced
the budget spent on the
Union Ministry of Women
and Child Development.

‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ gives
new dimension to rights, respect
of daughters: Amit Shah

N

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday hailed
the completion of 10 years of
the ‘Beti Bachao Beti Pad-
hao’ (BBBP) programme
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, saying it
gave a new dimension to
the rights, education and
respect of daughters.

BBBP was launched by
the prime minister on Jan-
uary 22, 2015 at Panipat in
Haryana. It addresses the
declining Child Sex Ratio
(CSR) and related issues of
women empowerment over
alife-cycle continuum.

“The “Beti Bachao, Beti
Padhao’ scheme, started a
decade ago under the lead-
ership of Modi ji, has today
become a mass movement.
#10YearsOMBBBP gave a
new dimension to the rights,

BBBP was launched
by the prime minister
on January 22, 2015
at Panipat in Haryana.
It addresses the de-
clining Child Sex Ratio
(CSR) and related is-
sues of women em-
powerment over a
life-cycle continuum.

Referring to 10
years of the initia-
tive, he highlighted
several incidents of
crime against
women reported in
the BIP-led ruled
states, and posed
three questions to
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in
this regard.

“Will sticking ‘Beti
Bachao' on the back of every
truck or painting it on every
wall help in crimes against
women, provide employ-
ment opportunities for
them, give them better
health facilities or give
women justice after atroci-
ties? BIP’s hollow adver-
tisement of ‘enough attacks
on women'’ shows its utter
hypocrisy after 10 years,” he
charged.

Shah speaks to
Maharashtra
CM;takes stock of
train accident

New Delbi

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Wednesday
spoke o Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, who briefed him
about the train tragedy in
Maharashtra’s Jalgaon dis-
trict.

At least 10 train passen-
gers were killed after they
stepped down on the tracks
from their train due to aru-
mour of fire and were run
aver hy another train com-
ing from the opposite di-
rection this evening,

“The tram accident
Jalgaon, Maharashtra is
extremely sad. [ spoke to
Chief Minister Shri
@Dev_Fadnavis ji in this
regard and took stock of
the situation arising after
the accident, The Joca
ministration is providing
all possible help to the in-
Jjured. Texpress my deepest

dok to the families

education and respect of
ughters.

“Today there has been an
inerease in the enrolment
rate of girls in schools and
an unprecedented  im-
prm'umcnx in the sex ratio.
hters are in-

of those who lost their lives
in this accident and wish
for the speedy recovery of
the injured,” Shah wrote on
‘X' in Hindi,

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

: T eondok

ing the country s pres-

wrote on X in Hindi.

o0 the families of the de-
ceased and wished for
speedy recovery of the in-
Jjured




Sukhu for
timely execution
of works for
public welfare

Shimla
Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu stressed on time-
ly execution of works
and quality services for
public  welfare, ile
presiding over the meet-
ing of the officers of
trict Kangra at Dharam-
shala on Wednesday, he
reviewed the progress of
various developmental
projects being undertak-
en in the district.

He directed the of-
ficers to expedite the
implementation of the
state government’s flag-
ship projects and ensure
their timely completion.
He emphasized that the
year 2025 is a “Perform-
ing Year® for the state
government, and all of-
ficers and officials must
extend their whole-
hearted cooperation for
the development of the
state. He asked officials
to end the practice of de-
laying matters, calling it
“delayed corruption.”

Ie added that the
state government was
providing budgets for all
the schemes, ensuring
there was no shortage
of resources for devel-
opment. Suhku also
reiterated the govern-
ment’s goal to make the
state self-reliant and di-
rected all departments
to ensure that welfare
schemes reach eligible
beneficiaries.

He also emphasized
the importance of main-
taining quality in the
services being provid-
ed to the public and in-
structed  departments
to fully utilize allocated
funds within the financial
year.The CM said that the
government was focusing
on the health and educa-
tion sector and Rs. 1,500
crore would be spent in
the coming months to
procure modern equip-~
ment for health institu-
tions, ensuring better
healthcare  services to
people at their doorstep.

He said that the state
government was making
efforts to boost tourism
in Kangra district. “An
international-level  zo-
ological park was being
established in Bankhandi,
Dehra Assembly Constit-
uency. The construction
has begun and the first
phase is expected to be
comgleled by April 2026.
Tenders for the construc-
tion of hieliportsin Rakkar
and Palampur will be
opened this month. Addi-
tionally, the construction
of the Pathankot-Mandi
and Matour-Shimla four-
lane highways is under-
way, with instructions to
keep a 5-meter median
on these roads,” he said.

| TOPSTORY, Deww, THursar 23, Januars 2025 |

Sri Adi Shankar Viman Mandapam
Temple key attraction at Mahakumbh

* After CM Yogi Adityanath, industrialist Gautam Adani and his family offer prayers at the temple

_ Mahakumbh Nagar

he Sri Adi Shankar
TViman Mandapam

in Prayagraj is
witnessing a historic
surge in attention, draw-
ing countless devotees
and notable figures like
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and indus-
trialist Gautam Adani.
Following Adani’s recent
visit with his family, the
temple, a symbol of In-
dian philosophy and cul-
tural consciousness, has
gained national promi-
nence.

Rakesh Shukla, popu-
larly known as Prayag-
putra, described the
Sri Adi Shankar Viman
Mandapam as the main
center of Indian philos-
ophy and cultural con-
sciousness within the
Kumbh area.

On Tuesday, leading
industrialist ~ Gautam
Adani offered prayers
at the temple, where
he was welcomed by 51
Vedic Brahmins who re-
cited prayers under the
guidance of the revered
Swami Kashi Mani at
the temple’'s main gate.
Adani also interacted
with devotees at the Aar-
ti Sangrah Pagoda, lo-
cated within the temple
complex,

The temple was built
by Shankaracharya Swa-
mi Jayendra Saraswati,
the 69th Peethadheesh-

war of Kanchi Kamako-
ti, to fulfill the wish of
his guru, Chandrashek-
harendra Saraswati.
In 1934, Guru Chan-
drashekharendra Saras-
wati performed Chatur-
mas in Prayag, staying at
the ashram in Daraganj.

Every day, he would
walk to Sangam for
bathing and noticed an
empty space between
two peepal trees near
the dam. Through his
spiritual insight, Guru
Chandrashekharendra
Saraswati  determined
that this was the site of
a historic conversation

Yogi govt approves new
Aerospace and Defence Policy

__Mahakumbh Nagar
In a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath in
Prayagraj on Wednes-
day, the Uttar Pradesh
government approved 10
key proposals aimed at
accelerating the state’s
development.  Among
these, the groundbreak-
ing Aerospace and De-
fence Unit and Employ-
ment Promotion Policy
2024 was introduced to
position Uttar Pradesh
as a leader in the sector.

The policy sets an am-
bitious target of attracting
Rs 50,000 crore in invest-
ments, with the potential
to generate direct em-
ployment for 1 lakh youth
across the state. The Cab-
inet meeting was held at
the Triveni Complex in
Prayagraj.

The Yogi Cabinet also
approved the new FDI
Policy to boost setting up
of foreign industries in
Uttar Pradesh in order to
propel industrial and eco-
nomiegrowth, Under this
policy, the state govern-
ment will offer up to 80%
subsidy on land to the

foreign firms investing
in the state. Additionally,
major reforms have been
introduced in the UP In-
dustrial Investment and
Employment Promotion
Policy to further boost in-
dustrial development.

The Uttar Pradesh Aer-
ospace and Defence Unit
and Employment Promo-
tion Policy 2024 aims to
position Uttar Pradesh
as a leading aerospace
and defence hub, accel-
erating indigenous capa-
bilities, fostering inno-
vation, and promoting
global collaboration to
enhance national secu-
rity and ic pros-

between Adi Shanka-
racharya and Kumaril
Bhatt. Inspired by this
vision, he wished to
build a temple at the lo-
cation, a desire that was
eventually realized by
Shankaracharya Swami
Jayendra Saraswati.

The foundation of Sri
Adi  Shankar Vimana
Mandapam was laid in
1969 by Gopal Red
the then Governor of Ut-
tar Pradesh. Engineers
B. Somo Sundaram and
C.S. Ramachandra pre-
pared the design, with
assistance from the Ut-

tar Pradesh State Bridge

‘Mahakumbh’ tableau to shine on

Corporation. The 16
pillars supporting the
temple were constructed
under the guidance of
Krishna Murari Dubey,
the Assistant Engineer
of Uttar Pradesh State
Bridge Corporation at
the time.
The temple was in-
augurated for devotees
on March 17, 1986. The
idols and stones used
in its construction were
sourced  from  South
India, and the temple
stands as a remarkable
example of Dravidian
architecture,

Standing at 130 feet

—_—
On Tuesday, leading
industrialist Gautam
Adani offered prayers
at the temple, where
he was welcomed by
51 Vedic Brahmins
who recited prayers
under the guidance
of the revered Swa-
mi Kashi Mani at the
temple’s main gate.
Adani also interacted
with devotees at the
Aarti Sangrah Pago-
da, located within the
temple complex.

high, the Sri Adi Shankar
Viman Mandapam hous-
es a statue of Shri Adi
Shankaracharya  and
features idols of God-
dess Kamakshi, 51 Shak-
tipeeths, 108 Shivlingas,
and deities like Tirupati
Balaji and Sahasra Yoga
Linga. A temple dedicat-
ed to Lord Ganesha is
also located within the
complex.

Devotees can visit the
temple from 6 am to 1
pm and again from 4 pm
to 8 pm. From the up-
per floors of the temple,
visitors can enjoy a pan-
oramic view of Sangam.
During the Mahakumbh,
thousands ~ of  devo-
tees flock to the Sri Adi
Shankar Viman Man-
dapam daily for darshan.

Akhilesh slams UP cabinet
meet at Maha Kumbh

Lucknow
Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav on
Wednesday  slammed
the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment for holding a
cabinet meeting in the
‘Maha Kumbh Mela area,
terming it a political
move to send a message.

The former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister’s
reaction came shortly af-
ter ministers of the state
government gathered in
the Mela complex for a
meeting followed by a
dip in the sacred waters
of the Triveni Sangam.

Speaking to reporters
at Janeshwar Mishra
Park in Lucknow on late
socialist leader Jane-
shwar Mishra’s death
anniversary, Yadav said,
“Kumbh and Prayagraj
are not places for pol-
itics or political pro-
grammes and decisions.
The entire cabinet meet-
ing held there is politi-
cal, aimed at sending a
political message.” Ya-
dav also responded to a
question about whether
he would take a holy dip

at the Sangam.
“Samajwadi Party
members have deep

faith in their mothers
and the Ganga. Many of
us have already taken a
dip without publicising
it or sharing pictures on
social media,” he said.
During the event, Ya-
dav paid floral tributes
to Mishra and described
him as a "man of sim-
plicity” and a stalwart
leader of the socialist

Kartavya Path on Repubhc Day

Lucknow/New Delhi
The Uttar Pradesh tah-
leau on Kartavya Path
will showease the theme
“Mahakumbh 2025:
Golden India—Heritage
and Development.” It
will celebrate the Maha-
kumbh, a UNESCO-rec-
ognized event, depicting
the divine spectacle at
the confluence of the
Ganga, Yamuna, and
the invisible Saraswati
in Prayagraj, the largest
gathering of humanity
onbarh

2025,

perity.

The policy aims to
strengthen the aero-
space and defence (A&D)
sector in Uttar Pradesh
by creating a robust, hi-
tech, and efficient A&D
manufacturing  ecosys-
tem within the UP De-
fence Industrial Cor-
ridor (UPDIC). It also
seeks to attract startups
and investments for the
development of state-of-
the-art facilities in the
sector.

one of the most signifi-
cant global events, rep-
resents a confluence of
spirituality,  heritage,
development, and digi-
tal progress. This theme
is central to the tableau’s
design.

At its forefront stands
a grand, forward-lean-
ing replica of the *Am-
rit Kalash,” symbolizing
the flow of divine nec-
tar (Amritdhara). Sur-
rounding it, scenes of
saints and sages blow-

Yogi and his Cabinet take holy dip
at Sangam praylng for publlc welfare

Mahakumbh Nagar
Uttar  Pradesh  Chief
Minister  Yogi  Adit-

yanath and his Cabi-
net took the holy dip at
the Triveni Sangam in

Prayagraj on Wednes-
day, praying for global
welfare.  Highlighting

the significance of the
ritual, the Chief Minister
described the Sangam
bath as a profound sym-
bol of Indian culture and
Sanatan Dharma, em-
bodying spiritual peace,
religious devotion, and
social welfare. He said,
“Bathing in the sacred
confluence is not just a
personal act of purifica-
tion but a collective call
for the welfare of all.”

He added, “As part of
the grand Mahakumbh
2025, millions of dev-
otees are visiting the
Sangam to take this holy
dip, which is a powerful
message of religion, cul-
ture, and faith.”

The Chief Minister
reiterated that the Ma-
hakumbh reflects the di-

vinity and universality of
Indian traditions, with
the Sangam bath inspir-
ing purity and prosperi-
ty through the strength
of religion and culture,
The Triveni Sangam,
where the Ganga, Yamu-
na, and the mystical
Saraswati rivers meet,
is revered as a spiritual
center for salvation and
soul purification. Serip-
tures regard the Sangam
bath as a path to lib-

eration from sins and
spiritual elevation,

In a solemn sequence,
the Chief Minister and
his cabinet first per-
formed a tradition-
al puja at the Triveni
cum[ﬂ]ex in Arail. They
then proceeded to the
Sangam by motorboat,
completing the ritual
with mantra recitations
and a havan.

Along with the Chief
Minister, both Deputy

Chief Ministers Keshav
Prasad Maurya, Brajesh
Pathak, Finance and
Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Suresh Khan-
na, Jal Shakti Minister
Swatantra Dev  Singh,
Agriculture  Minister
Surya Pratap Shahi, In-
dustrial ~ Development
Minister Nand Gopal
Gupta Nandi, Tourism
Minister Jaiveer Singh,
Laxmi Narayan Chaud-
hary, Dharampal and
Anil Rajbhar, all 21 min-
isters and rest of the in-
dependent charge and
state ministers duly took
bath and performed
puja at Sangam.

Where the Ganga,
Yamuna, and Saras-
wati _converge, the sa-
ered bath at the Triveni
Sangam is believed to
bring salvation and
peace to the soul. With
this profound spiritual
experience, the en-
tire cabinet of Uttar
Pradesh conveyed a
powerful message to
the world.

ing conches, meditating,
and sipping holy water,
along with devotees tak-
ing ritualistic dips at the
confluence, bring to life
the spiritual essence of
the event. Visitors from
across the globe will wit-
neﬂs this unprecedent-

(fe athering under the
leadership of the Yogi
Adityanath government,

The tableau's trail-
er panel will showcase

murals and LED screens
portraying Akha and
devotees  participating
in the Amrit Snan (royal
bath). The centerpiece
of the tableau will depict
the mythological tale
of Samudra Manthan
(churning of the ocean),
emphasizing Mal
kumbh’s historical and
spiritual significance.
The rear section will
feature representations

of the 14 divine treasures
(ratnas) that emerg

from the churning, in-
cluding Halahal poison,
Kamdhenu cow, Uchhai
Shrava horse, Airavat el-
ephant, Kaustubh Mani,
Kalpavriksha, Rambha
Apsara, Lakshmi, Var-
uni, the Moon, Parijat
tree, Shankh, Dhanvan-
tari, and Amrit (nectar).

Additionally, the tab-
leau will highlight the
advanced  technology,
management, and digi-
tization being employed
for the organization of
Mahakumbh 2025.

A prominent feature
will be the high-tech In-
tegrated Command and
Control Center (ICCC),
exemplifying crowd
management and  se-
curity excellence. Live
visuals of the Akhara

rocessions for the Ma-
akumbh festival bath
will also be broadeast via
LED screens, adding a
dynamic and immersive
dimension to the pres-
entation.

Agra DM direct departments to prepare
plan for marking place for tree plantatlon

Akash Jain

. Agra

District  Environment
Committee/District
Plantation Committee/
District Wetland Com-
mittee and District Gan-
ga Commitiee meeting
concluded in Collector-
ate Auditorium under
the chairmanship of Dis-
trict Magistrate Arvind
Mallappa Bangari.

District  Magistrate
directed all the depart-
ments to prepare a plan
for marking the place for
tree plantation, number
of plants.

The proposals put for-
ward in the last meeting
regarding granting per-
mission for construc-
tion/beautification work
of the ghats at the elev-
en steps near Etmad-
ud-Daulah and Mehtab
Bagh on the Yamuna
river,

District ~ Magistrate
directed to send the
said proposal along
with the minutes of the
committee to the office
of State Clean Ganga
Mission-Uttar  Pradesh,

Namami Gange and
Rural Water Supply De-
partment, Uttar Pradesh,
Water

Uttar  Pradesh
Corporation Headquar-
ters.

In the last meeting,
the concerned depart-

ments  were directed
that all the departments
should provide the list
of wetlands under their
department to the Social
Forestry Division, and
prepare an action plan for
their conservation and
submit it within 15 days.
The Distriet Mag-
istrate expressed his
strong displeasure over
this situation and direct-

ed to send the report as
soon as possible. In the
meeting, the District
Magistrate directed that
the Revenue Depart-
ment, Panchayat Raj
Department, Municipal
Corporation ete, should
keep the ponds owned
by them encroachment
free and provide the de-
tails to the committee,

The Rural Develop-
ment Department was
directed to provide the
details of the works of
restoration of ponds re-
corded in the revenue
records and creation of
new ponds so that they
can be conserved.

movement.
“Mishra ji dedicated
his life to advancing the

Samajwadi Party and
was fondly known as
‘Chhote Lohia’. The best
tribute to him is for so-
cialists to follow the path
he showed,” Yadav add-

ed.

On the proposed
amendment to the wagf
law, Yadav alleged that
the BJP is turning into
the “largest land mafia”
and misusing laws to
further its agenda.

“They are focused on
grabbing the wagf land
and maintaining  dis-
putes rather than re-
solving them. Check the
registries of religious
places like Ayodhya or
in Lucknow and Noida,
and you'll find BJP peo-
ple dominating the reg-
istries,” he claimed.

On the upcoming by-
poll in Milkipur, Yadav
accused the BJP of mis-
using administrative
machinery,

Himachal
govt stopping
school grants
in the name
of system
change: Jai
Ram Thakur

Leader of Opposition
Jai  Ram Thﬂi)loll‘ on
Wednesday said that the
“Sukh Ki Sarkar,” which
claims to bring about
a change in the system,
has stopped the grants
for government schools,

“The budget for the
centrally funded “Sa-
magra Shiksha Abhiyan™
has also been diverted
for other purposes. As
a result, schools are
not receiving the funds
allocated for non-edu-
cational activities, af-
fecting various school
operations. Due to this,
many schools are un-
able to pay their elec-
tricity bills, and conse-
quently, the electricity
connections of govern-
ment schools are being
disconnected,” Thakur
pointed out.

“Recently, media re-
ports highlighted the
disconnection of elec-
tricity connections in
some schools in Kangra,
and many others have
received notices warn-
ing of imminent dis-
connections,” he added.

In a statement is-
sued from Shimla on
Wednesday, the for-
mer CM said that such
a situation is unfor-
tunate. “If the gov-
ernment doesn’t pro-
vide money, how will
the schools pay their
electricity bills? Does
the government ex-
pect teachers to pay
the bills from their
own salaries? The ap-
proach being adopted
by the Sukhu govern-
ment will soon lead
to the disconnection
of electricity in many
more schools.”

He urged the Chief
Minister to intervene
and ensure that the
funds allocated for the
schools’ expenses are
provided to them as
soon as possible.

Thakur further said
that this was a shameful
example of the so-called
“system change”.
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Murdoch's UK
tabloids offer
rare apology
in settlement
with Prince
Harry

London:

Ru?en Murdoch’s UK
tabloids made a rare apol-
ogy to Prince Harry in set-
tling his privacy invasion
lawsuit and will pay him a
substantial sum, hls law-
ver said Wednesday

Harry's Inu}er David
Sherborne read a state-
ment in court saying
News Group offers a full
and unequivocal apolo-
ay to the Duke of Sussex
for years of unlawful in-

trusion.
The bombshell an-
nouncement in  Lon-

don's High Court as
the Duke of Sussex's
trial was about to start
a%ﬂinst the publishers

The Sun and now-de-
funct News of the World
for
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Ashwini Vaishnaw represents Bharat’s
vision at World Economic Forum 2025, Davos

Staff Reporter
Switzerland
n alignment with
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's vision
toestablish India as a
global  manufacturing
hub, India’s Railways,
Electronics &IT and In-
formation & Broadeast-
ing Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw,  participat-
ed ina series of strate-
gic engagements today
in Switzerland before
heading forWorld Eco-
nomic Forum 2025 in
Davos.

The discussions un-
derscored India's com-
mitment to fostering in-
ternationalcollaboration
and embracing innova-
tive technologies in the
railway sector.

Speaking on the oc-

casion, Mr Vaishnaw
stated, “PM Modi ji
hu.t: alv.a\wgmded us to

k our efforts

on him over decade\
Harry, 40, the young-
er son of King Charles
111, and one other man
were the only two re-
maining claimants out of
more than 1,300 others
who had settled Tawsuits
against News Group
Newspapers over allega-
tions their phones were
hacked and investiga-
tors i

to the global bests. To-
day's visit isalso in this
direction. There is a lot
of interest around the
world for ourmade in
India products."The da)
in Zurich

with a presentation by
Swiss FederalRailways
(SBB), where the lat-
est advancements in
infrastructure  diagnos-
ticswere showeased.
Minister  Vaishnaw
engaged with Swiss ex-
perts tounderstand the
cutting-edge technolo-
gies | ﬂkl( can Dolster op»

erat

safety within the Indian
Railways  system.This
was followed by a meet-
ing with leading railway
sector SMEs, includin-
gRhomberg  Sersa Ag,
Selectron,  Ucentrics,
Autech, and nu Glass.
These interactions
focused on exploring
potential  partnerships
and  technologytrans-

fers, particularly in are-
as such as smart railway
solutions and sustaina-
blemanufacturing prac-
tices.

A significant highlight
of the day was a meet-
ing with Stadler Rail
Management and a visit
to their state-of-the-art
manufacturing facility in
St.Margrethen. Stadler

Pakistani authorities crack-
down on nationals deported
from different countries

Karachi

said,
“PM Modi ji has.
always guided us to
benchmark ourefforts
to the global bests.
Today’s visit is also in
this direction. There isa
lot of interest around
the world for our made

in India products . I

Rail's expertise in pro-
ducing double-deck-
er multiple-unittrains
resonated with India's
ambitions to modernize
and expand its passen-
ger rail.

The exchange of ideas
during this visit aligned
with India’s efforts to in-
tegrateworld-class man-
ufacturing practices and
advanced  engineering
into itsdomestic rail pro-
duction.

The day concluded
with Minister Vaishnaw
attending the Opening
Dinnerhosted by the
Board of Trustees of the
World Economic Forum,
with luminaries at the
event.

Bangladesh court acquits Khaleda Zia in

Dhaka

y
in their lives.

In all the cases that
have been  brought
against the  publish-
er since a widespread
phone hacking scandal
forced Murdoch to close
News of the World in
2011, Harry's case got
the closest to trial.

Advt Contact :
9818-199941
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A court in Bangladesh
acquitted BNP Chairper-
son and former prime
minister Khaleda Zia
on Wednesday in a sab-
otage case filed in the
southeastern  Cumilla
district 10 years ago.
Additional District and
Session Judge Court-2
of Cumilla Afroza Je-
smin passed the order
as there was no evidence
ainst 79-year-old Zia,
a%m is now undergoing
treatment in London,

the state-run BSS news
agency reported.

The court observed
that the case was filed
on political grounds and
harassment, the agency
said.

The case was filed
against 32 people, in-
cluding Zia, in the Spe-
cial Powers Act, 1974,
at Chouddagram Police
Station in Cumilla in
connection with dam-
aging and setting fire
te a covered van during
a strike on January 25

i
2015. Zia was the 32nd
accused in the case.

No specific evidence
was found against Zia

and she has been acquit-
ted, Public Prosecutor
Kaimul Hague Rinku
was quoted as saying by

bdnews24 news portal.

He added that 32 peo-
ple were named in the
FIR, but 42 people were
charged afterwards. Of
them, 36 people have
been removed from the
case. The decision on six
others will be taken later
as they received a sus-
pension order in favour
of them in the case.

Last week, the Su-
preme Court acquitted
Zia, her party’s Acting
Chairman Tarique Rah-
man, and all other sus-

The immigration au-
thorities in Pakistan on
Wednesday  launched
a crackdown on its na-
tionals deported from
different countries af-
ter 220 people were
sent back in the last 48
hours.

The immigration au-
thorities arrested 12
of the deportees from
the Karachi airport af-
ter they were sent back
from the USA, China,
UAE, Senegal, Turkiye,
South Africa, Zimba-
bwe ete.

An official in the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) saii they
were keeping a close
watch at all airports on
Pakistanis leaving for
abroad and those de-
ported.

“In recent cases of hu-
man trafficking, Paki-
stanis have been flown
to and from some Afri-
can countries, includ-
ing Senegal, South Af-
rica, and Zimbabwe, by
human smugglers and
their attempts to smug-
gle them into European

countries by road and
sea links through Mau-
ritania or Morocco has
put everyone on alert,”
the official confided.

He said in some cases
these people first went
to the UAE to get con-
necting flights to these
African countries.

Hundreds of Paki-
stanis die every year
while trying to reach
Furope by land and sea
with the help of human
traffickers.

Earlier this month, 44
Pakistanis drowned in
the capsizing of a boat
off West Africa's Atlan-
tic coastline, which has
emerged as a prima-
ry point of departure
for migrants aiming to
reach Europe.

Another FIA source
said the pgovernment
crackdown at all air-
ports as human smug-
glers were now send-
ing victims to Senegal
by air and then using
land and sea routes to
get them to the Canary
Islands via Mauritania
and Moroceo.

Agency

sabotage case

pectsin their appeal over
the Orphanage Trust
graft case, overturning
the High Court's earlier
10-year prison sentence.

She was sentenced
t0 17 years in prison for
graft in 2018 under the
rule of her arch-rival
Sheikh Hasina,

Zia had been impris-
oned for more than two
years, On March 25,
2020, the Hasina gov-
ernment suspended her
sentence and granted
her conditional release

through an executive
order. Subsequently, the
government  extended
her sentence suspension
and release period every
six months, upon appli-
cation.

She appeared in public
on November 21, 2024,
at Dhaka Cantonment
to join Bangladesh’s
Armed Forces Day re-
ception at the invitation
of the Chief Adviser of
the interim government
Muhammad Yunus.

Agency

Sensex, Nifty Rebound on
Infosys, HDFC Bank Gains

Mumbai
Benchmark Sensex re-
bounded nearly 567
points and Nifty regained
23,150 level on Wednes-
day following value buy-
ing in IT and banking
shares and firm global
trends.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex surged 566.63
points or 0.75 per cent
to close at 76,404.99,
driven by gains in In-
fosys, TCS and HDFC
Bank. During the day,
the benchmark surged
624.77 points or 0.82
per cent to hit an intra-
day high of 76,463.13,

The broader NSE Nif-
ty climbed 130.70 points
or 0.57 per cent to settle
at 23,155.35. In the intr-
aday session, the Nifty
rose 144.9 points or 0.63
per cent to 23,169.55 on
the NSE,

The key stock indi-
ces had slumped to
seven-month lows on
Tuesday due to foreign
fund outflows and prof-
it-taking by investors
amid tariff war worries.
Sensex tanked by 1,235
points and Nifty by 320
points.

Recovering its past
losses, Infosys surged
3.16 per cent to emerge
as the biggest gainer
among Sensex scrips.
Tata Consultancy Ser-

vices jumped 2.97 per
cent and Tech Mahindra
by 2.28 per cent. Sun
Pharmaceutical,  Bajaj
Fin rv, HCL Technol-
gi Bajaj Finance,
IIDFC Bank, IndusInd
Bank and Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank were among
the gainers.
Tata Motors was the
biggest loser among
Sensex shares, dropping
by 2.24 per cent. Pow-
erGrid, Axis Bank, State
Bank of India, NTPC,
Tata Steel and Adani
Ports were the major
laggards.

“The benchmark in-
dices rebounded amidst
heightened volatility fol-
lowing better-than-ex-
pected results from a
major private bank. The
IT sector led gains, re-
covering from recent
losses, while mid and
small-cap stocks con-
tinued to underper-
form due to valuation
concerns,” Vinod Nair,
Tead of Research, Geojit
Financial Services said.

EPFO Adds 14.63 Lakh
Members in November 2024

New Delhi

etirement  fund
body EPFO has
dded 14.63 lakh

net members in Novem-
ber 2024, a growth of
4.88 per cent over the
same month last year,
according to the latest
payroll data.

The growth in net
member additions sig-
nifies increased employ-
ment opportunities and
heightened awareness of
employee benefits, bol-
stered by EPFO's effec-
tive outreach initiatives,
a labour ministry state-
ment said.

On a monthly basis,
net member additions
rose by 9.07 per cent
over October 2024, the
ministry said.

The EPFO enrolled
around 8.74 lakh new
members in November
2024, up by 18.80 per
cent over the year-ago
month and a 16.58
cent rise against October
2024, the provisional
data showed.

The ministry said a
noticeable aspect of the
data is the dominance of
the 18-25 age group, with
4.81 lakh new members
added in this age group

constituting a significant
54.97 per cent of the to-
tal new members added
in November 2024.

Net member additions
in the age group of 18-
years are approximately
5.86 lakh for November
2024, reflecting an in-
crease of 7.96 per cent
compared to the previ-
ous month of October
2024,

This is in consonance
with the earlier trend
which indicates that
most individuals join-
ing the organised work-
force are youth, primar-

ily first-time job seekers,
the ministry said.

The payroll data high-
lights that approximate-

14.39 lakh members
exited and subsequently
rejoined EPFO.

This figure represents
an 1147 per cent in-
crease compared to the

revious month of Octo-

er 2024, 1t also depicts
a significant  year-on-
year growth of 34.75 per
cent in November 2024,

These members
switched their jobs and
re-joined the establish-
ments covered under

the ambit of EPFO and
opted to transfer their
accumulations instead
of applying for final set-
tlement thus, -:afeguard-

The growth in net
member  additions
signifies increased
employment opportu-
nities and heightened
awareness of employ-
ee benefits, bolstered
by EPFO's effective
outreach initiatives, a
labour ministry state-
ment said.

increase of 14.94 per
cent.

This figure also exhib-
its significant year-on-
year growth of 23.62 per
cent during the month
under review.

Also, the net female
member addition during
the month stood at 3. 13
lakh, reflecting an m-

ing long-term fi
well-being and extend-
ing their social security
protection.

Gender-wise  analy-
sis of payroll data un-
veils that out of the new
members added during
the month, around 2.40
lakh new members are
female, it said.

The comparison with
the previous month of
October 2024 shows an

Gold Hlts Record High at Rs 82, 730 Amld Global

Gold prices rallied by Rs
630 to a lifetime high of
Rs 82,700 per 10 grams
in the national capital
on Wednesday following
persistent buying by jew-
ellers and retailers amid
strong global trends, ac-
cording to the All India
Sarafa Association.
Rallying for the sixth
straight session, gold of
99.5 per cent purity ap-
Frecinted by Rs 630 to
hit a lifetime high of Rs
82,330 per 10 grams.

"Gold prices touched
new all-time highs in
Wednesday's  session.
The uncertainty sur-
rounding US President
Donald Trump's trade
policy appears to be an
important factor driv-
ing a haven flow toward
precious metals," Sau-
mil Gandhi, Senior An-
alyst of Commodities at
HDFC Securities, said.

Gold of 99.9 per cent
purity previously hit
its record level of Rs
82,400 on October 31,

ot
Rallying for the sixth
straight session, gold
0f 99.5 per cent purity
appreciated by Rs 630
to hit a lifetime high
of Rs 82,330 per 10
grams.

2024. Gold of 99.5 per
cent purity hit an all-
time of Rs 82,000 per 10
grams same day.

Silver also surged Rs
1,000 to Rs 94,000 per
kg on Wednesday.

Meanwhile, m fu-
tures trade on the Multi
Commodity Exchange

(MCX), gold contracts
for February delivery
increased by Rs 299 or

0.38 per cent to trade at
Rs 79,523 per 10 grams
on Wednesday.

"In the domestic mar-
ket, MCX gold registered
comparatively — minor
gains, limited by the ru-
pee's strength. This cur-
rency strength capped
the upward movement
in domestic gold pric-
es," Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst - Com-
modity and Currency,
LKP Securities, said.

Silver  futures
March  delivery

for
in-

crease of app
12.16 per cent from Oc-
tober 2024,

It reflects an on-year
growth of 11.75 per cent
against November 2023.

The increase in fe-
male member additions
is indicative of a broad-
er shift towards a more
inclusive and diverse
workforce, the ministry
said.

Agency

Cues

creased Rs 204 or 0.22
per cent to Rs 92,205

per kg,

Globally, Comex gold
futures rose USD 10.20
per ounce or 0.37 per
cent to USD 2,769.40
per ounce.

"Gold prices contin-
ue to rise as the dollar
weakens., Markets are
worried after Trump de-
layed his promised trade
tariffs on China, Mexi-
co, and Canada, raising
fears they may come
next month sparking

CBDT Notifies
Amendments
in I-T Rules

for Cruise Ship

Operators
New Delhi
The income tax de-

partment has notified
amendments in I-T rules
to prescribe conditions
for applicability of pre-
sumptive taxation re-
gime for non-resident
cruise ship operators.

AS a measure to pro-
mote investment and
employment, the gov-
ernment had in the July
Budget, provided a pre-
sumptive taxation re-
gime for non-residents,
engaged in the business
of operation of cruise
ships.

Further, exemption
has been provided for
any income of a foreign
company from lease
rentals of cruise ships,
received from a related
company which operates
such ship or ships in In-

i,

As per the amend-
ment to I-T Rules, 1962,
notified on January 21,
the applicability of this
presumptive taxation re-
gime is subject to eondi-
tions, including that the
non-resident, engaged
in the business of oper-
ation of cruise ships op-
erate a passenger ship
having a carrying capac-
ity of more than 200
passengers or length of
75 metres or more, for
leisure and recreation-
al purposes and having

appropri ning and
cabin facilities for pas-
sengers.

The conditions

also include that the
non-resident  operate
such ship on scheduled
voyages or shore ex-
cursions touching at
least two sea ports of
India or the same sea
ports of India twice
and operate such ship
primarily for carrying
passengeis and not for
carrying cargo.




TOP STORY, Drisil, THursoay, 23 Januany, 2025

Look its tough and there is

“ always going to be hype
when you have a 19-year-
old making debut because he
is in rare company at his
age,~—— Simon Katich

Indla MII adhe"e to ICC'S dress code at India ready to showcase its unique
Champions Trophy: BCCI Secy Saikia

New Delhi

he Indian ericket team will ad-

here to the dress code set by

the ICC during the upcoming

Champions Trophy, BCCl sec-
retary Devajit Saikia said on Wednes-
day, rejecting speculation that the
Board had objected to host Pakistan's
name on the side's official jersey.

‘The Champions Trophy will be held
from February 19 and India will play
its share of matches in Dubai after cit-
ing security concerns as the reason for
refusing to travel to Pakistan.

"BCCT will follow every uniform-re-
lated ICC rule during Champions Tro-
phy, a said.

"Whatever the other teams will do
regarding the logo and dress code, we
are going to follow in true letter and
spirit,” he added.

However, Saikia said that whether
national captain Rohit Sharma par-
ticipates in the ICC’s pre-tournament
engagements, including a press con-
ference and an official photo shoot in
TLahore, is something that is still being
discussed.

"Whether Rohit Sharma travels to

India to follow ICC's
uniform-linked

rules at Champions
Trophy 2025: BCCI

New Delhi

The Indian cricket team will adhere to
the dress code set by the Intemational
Cricket Council (ICC) during the up-
coming Champions Trophy, BCCI
secretary Devajit Saikia told the news
agency on Wednesday, rejecting spec-
ulation that the Board had objected to
hosting Pakistan's name on the offi-
cial jersey for the side.

The Champions Trophy will be
held from February 19 and India wall
play its share of matches in Dubai af-
ter citing security concerns as the
reason for refusing to travel to Pak-
istan.

"BCCT will follow every uniform-re-
lated ICC rule during Champions
Trophy," Saikia told the news agency.

"Whatever the otherteams will do
regarding thelogo and dress code, we
are going to follow in true letter and
spirit,” he added.

However, Saikia said that whether
national captain Rohit Sharma par-
ticipates in the ICC’s pre-tournament
engagements, including a press con-
ference and official photo shoot, in La-
hore is still being discussed.

"Whether Rohit Sharma travels to
Pakistan for ICC media engagements
is something that's still not decided,”
Saikia added.

Pakistan for ICC media engagements
is something that's still not decided,”
Saikia added.

There were some unconfirmed me-
dia reports that the BCCI had object-
ed to the host nation's name being em-
bossed on their jersey, which is an es-
tablished practice for all ICC events,
owing to the tense political ties be-
tween the two countries,

Itisunderstood that there was nev-

er any doubt about following the logo
guidelines and the BCCI did not raise
concerns with the global body.

When Pakistan came to India in
2023 for the 50-over ICC World Cup,
Babar Azam and his men duly sport-
ed the host country'’s name on their jer-
seys as part of the tournament proto-
col.

The Champions Trophy is being
conducted under a 'Hybrid Model' for

the first time as BCCI didn't get per-
mission from the Indian government
to travel to Pakistan.

Tndia will play all its matches, in-
dluding the marquee league match
against the arch-rivals from across
the border, in Dubai. In case, the In-
dian team reaches the semi-final and
subsequently final, the two matches
will be played in Dubai as well.

As far as Rohit Sharma visiting Pak-
istan is concerned, the matter is still
under consideration and there are
certain issues that the Indian ericket

needs to consider ifits captain
visits Pakistan for a customary photo-
shoot and pre-event press conference.

It remains to be seen if the ICC de-
cides to hold these events in Pakistan
orshift the pre-tournament captains’
engagements to the UAE.

Even that would be a massive logis-
tical task for all other teams, which are
playing in Pakistan.

The opening match of the tourna-
ment between hosts Pakistan and New
Zealand will be held in Karachi on Feb-
ruary 19. India will start their campaign
against Bangladesh a day later.

Jasprit Bumrah continues to top ICC
Test ranking in bowlers category

o Dubai o
India's pace spearhead Jasprit Bum-
tah continued to remain the undis-
puted No. 1 Test bowler, while Ravin-
dra Jadeja maintained his top spot in
the all-rounders’ category, in the lat-
est ICC rankings released on Wednes-
day.

umrah, who had made history
ahead of the fifth and final Border-
Gavaskar Test against Australia in
ary by recording the highest-
Rankings rating for an In-
dian bowler at 907 points, is currently
on a career-best points tally of go8.
Pat Cummins (841) and
's Kagiso Rabada (837)
are placed second and third respec-
tively.
Pakistan's Noman Ali (761) broke

DRepmil

i
into the top 10 after an impressive six-
wicket haul in the first Test against the
West Indies in Multan,

There was no to the

‘mat, with Jadeja (400 rating points)
retaining the top spot, followed by
South Africa’'s Marco Jansen (204)
and F ladesh's Mehidy Hasan

top-10 all-rounders list in the Test for-

No one has to tell Rohit
what to do: Ajinkya Rahane

Mumbai

Rohit Sharma doesn't need to be told
what to do and he will get a “big one
once he gets in®, said Mumbai captain
Ajinkya Rahane on Wednesda, back-
ing the embattled Indian skipper ahead
of his first Ranji Trophy appearance in
nearly a decade.

All eyes will be on Rohit and his In-
dia opening partner Yashasvi Jaiswal
when defending champions Mumbai
will take on Jammu and Kashmir here
at the BKC Ground from Thursday.

“See, Rohit is Rohit. Weall know that.
Aapko bhi pata hai Rohit ka character
(You also know Rohit's character). | am
really happy to have both of them back
in the Mumbai dressing room.” Rahane
told media during Mumbai's training
session here on Wednesday.

“Rohit has always been relaxed.
Even playing at the international lev-
el, hischaracter is similar. His attitude
is pretty much relaxed. He knows his

game really well so, no one has to tell
him what he needs to do.

“Once he gets in, I'm sure he will do
well. He has never changed, which isa
very good thing,” Rahane added.

Form has deserted the 37-year-old
Rohit in the past few months with
Test losses to New Zealand (at home)
and Australia (away) weighing heavi-
Iy on him currently, Rahane said every
player goes through ups and downs but
Rohit has been "really confident.”

"What is important is (that) he is
hungry, he is determined to do well. T
am sure once he gets in, he will get abig
one,” the veteran, who has shared the
Indian dressing room with Rohit, said.

"He batted really well yesterday (in)
acouple of sessions soit's part and par-
cd of a player's carcer. T am really con-
fident about Rohit." Rahane, however,
said the contest starting on Thursday
could be the only match Rohit would
play this season.

brand of cricket during CT: Hardik

Dubai
India is ready to showcase its
unique brand of cricket and the
players are committed to bringing
the Champions Trophy home again,
star all-rounder Hardik Pandya
said in Wednesday.

The Champions Trophy will be
held from February 19 and Pakistan
is the official host country of the
tournament. But India will play its
share of matches in Dubai after
citing security concerns as the rea-
son for refusing to travel to Pak-
istan.

India had won the tournament in
2013 when it was held in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, and were joint winners
with hosts Sri Lanka in 2002.

“The return of the ICC Men's
Champions Trophy is a significant
boost to cricket, adding depth and
context to the One-Day format.
“This iconic tournament promises to
reignite excitement among fans
and players alike," Pandya said in
an ICC statement.

“India is ready to showcase its
unique brand of cricket, with every
player committed to bringing the
trophy home again.” The opening
match of the tournament between
hosts Pakistan and New Zealand
will be held in Karachi on February
19. India will start their campaign
against Bangladesh a day later,"

S
he added as the ICC launched its
"All On The Line' campaign'.

The high-energy film aims to
bring to life the intense nature of
the Champions Trophy where every
match counts.

Featuring Pandya, Mohammad
Nabi, Phil Salt, Shadab Khan and
Shaheen Shah Afridi, the film show-
cases the immense stakes faced by
players as they put everything on
the line to claim the Champions
Trophy and the unique White Jack-
ets, the 1CC said.

"Playing for England in the ICC
Men's Champions Trophy is a huge
honour. We know it's going to be a
very competitive tournament but
we have an exciting group and we
are going to gi our best effort to
lift the trophy," Salt said.

Afghanistan all-rounder Nabi
said: “It’s Afghanistan’s first time at
the Men's Champions Trophy, we
can't wait to compete against the
best of the best and make our na-
tion proud.” Pakistan pacer Sha-
heen Shah Afridi added: “For Pak-
istan, cricket is more than a game—
it's our passion, our pride, our
identity and as defending Champi-
ons and tournament hosts, there’s
everything to play for. I'm sure the
whole of Pakistan is eagerly await-
ing the 19th of February, it'll be a
spectacle like no other.”

AB de Villiers hints at comeback, says
wants to play casual cricket somewhere

Johanneshus
AB de Villiers wants to play "real crick-
et" again. Notin the high-pressure en-
vironment of IPL but somewhere "ca-
sual" to have abit of fun and please his
children.

De Villiers retired from all of forms
of cricket in November 2021 to spend
more time with his family. The 40-year-
old former South Africa captain is now
involved with multiple projects in char-
ity and broadeasting.

He s also the brand ambassador of
the ongoing SA20. But in a chat with
Melinda Farrell on her Youtube chan-
nel, de Villiers let it slip that he wishes
to play the game again.

“Imight still play cricket one day. No
confirmation whatsoever. My kids are
putting me under a bit of pressure and
1 fieel like 1 could go to the nets with
them,” de Villiers said referring his
three children — two sons Abraham and

A\
John, and daughter Yente.

"My boy could feel me bowling ma-
chine balls.. maybe 1 will walk out and
play a bit of casual ericket somewhere,”
e added.

De Villiers hinted at playing proper
cricket outside the lens of profession-
al leagues like the IPL.

“Fam talking on a more serious note,
actually, of playing some real cricket not
professional IPLor SA20 stuff but who

knows? I have had my fair share (of high
pressure cricket), that's done.” he smd.

Aslight challenge to that ambition is
his eye sight, especially the "bit blurmry”
left one.

» _ this right one is the dominant one,
itis working fine. I am ding it for my
kids and see if I can go out thereand en-
joy cricket again, Even if it is very casual
and see where we draw the li

"We are not talking RCB (Royal
Challengers Bengaluru) and some stuff.
Idon't want to feel that pressure again.
‘Wherever I go 1 would want to have bit
of fun.” added the batting great, whase
wide range of strokes, some of them
quite unconventional, earned him the
moniker "Mr 360" .

De Villiers represented South Africa
in 114 Tests, 228 ODIs and 78 T20s.

‘The power-hitter holds the record for
the fastest 50 (16 balls), 100 (31 balls)
and 150 (64balls) in the ODI format.

There was a sense of fear during rehab, but I've
crossed that phase, says Mohammed Shami

Kolkata

Enllowi o —
Seasoned India pacer Mohammed Sha- 3 i o his Ir‘dusm“ m

mi has revealed thathe was gripped by~ India’s Champions Trophy
a sense of fear when he began his re- squad, his return has gar-

habilitation after a long injury layoff, but
managed to overcome that phase by
training his mind to stay focused on the
national comeback.

Shami was sidelined after the ODI
World Cup final against Australia in No-
vember 2023 dueto an ankle injury that
required surgery. The recovery from
that was followed by a swelling on his
left knee during the domestic comeback
some weeks back.

Following his inclusion in India’s
Champions Trophy squad, his return
has garnered national attention. He is
also in the squad for the five-match
"T201 series against England beginning
here later this evening.

“I waited for an entire year and |
worked very hard (to get back to full fit-

nered national attention.
He is also in the squad for
the five-match T20I series
against England beginning
here later this evening.

ness). There was a sense of fear (of get-
ting injured during rehabilitation) even
while running,” Shami said in a video
posted by BCCL

“Itis difficult for any plaver to get in-
jured after being in full flow, go to the
NCA (National Cricket Academy) for re-
habilitation and then make a come-
back,” he added.

‘The cricketer, however, said an ath-

lete is far more determined after deal-
ing with an injury.

“When you go through injuries, [ feel
you grow stronger as an athlete, this is
what I feel. Because you have to repeat
a lot of things while being mentally
strong.” Shami went through the do-
mestic grind, representing his home
state Bengal in the Ranji Trophy, Sved
Mushtaq and Vijay Hazare but a
swelling in his knee finally ruled him out
ofthe five-match Border-Gavaskar Test
series in Australia.

On his competitive return in the
Ranji Trophy, he guided Bengal to
their first win of the scason with a sev-
en-wicket haul.

He followed it up with impressive per-
formances in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Tro-
phy (11 wickets) and the Vijay Hazare
Trophy (five wickets).

Sh 201 career has been spo-
radic, just 23 appearances since his

debut in 2014. His last outing in the for-
mat was against England in the 2022
Tzo World Cup semifinal.

The 34-vear-0ld said he has overcome
the sethacks and is raring to go.

“Whatever is done, is done. T have
crossed that (injury) phase. If you work
hard you will get theresults. That's what
I believe in. Ifyou get injured you have
to make a comeback for your team for
your country. So fight and grow.” he

said.

“If you are strong and believe in
yourself and you have confidence in
vour abilities, have self-belief, then I
don’t think you will find any difference.
Confidence is important for any task,”
he added.

Shami said he concentrated on im-
proving his skills with a lot of focus on
fitness during his rehabilitation.

“The rhythm is very important.
Everything in life has a flow.
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Bumrah won't be

avallable for first

two ODIs against
England, told to off-
load: Alit Agarkar

:

Mandaviya pitches for kho kho's inclusion

in Asian Games, 2036 Olympics

New Delhi

ports Minister Mansukh Man-

daviya on Wednesday ex-

pressed the government's de-

sire to take traditional Indian
sports to the world and said a collec-
tive effort would be required to get kho
kho included in the Asian Games and
the 2036 Olympics.

India is aiming to host the 2036
Olympics and has submitted a 'Letter
of Intent', expressing its desire to the
International Olympic Committee's
Future Host Commission, taking the
first concrete step towards its ambi-
tious plan.

If India gets the hosting rights, kho
kho is one of the six sports the min-
istry’s Mission Olympic Cell plans to
recommend for inclusion in the 2036
Olympies, along with Twenty20 crick-
et, kabaddi, chess and squash.

"We did a splendid job of organising
the Kho Kho World Cup and we need
to make an effort that these players get
a chance to play at th- Asian Games,"

Mandaviya s
World Cup-winning Indian kho kho
teams.

w

endeavour is
alsoto take kho kho to the Olympics in
2036. For this, the players and coach-
es need to keep performing well, the
federation has to keep managing well
and the Sports Ministry will carry on

supporting and helping to raise the lev-

el of players' performances,

PV Sindhu, Lakshya Sen to lead
Indian team in Badminton Asia
Mixed Championship in China

New Delhi

Double Olympic medallist PV Sindhu
and World Championships bronze
winner Lakshya Sen will lead a 14-
member Indian team for the Bad-
minton Asia Mixed Team Champi-
onship to be held in Qingdao, China
February 11-16.
inched a bronze medal in the
last edition of the competition in Dubai
in2023.

“The national selectors have given

to the world ranki:

current form of the playes while se-
lecting the squad that will have HS
Prannoy and Malvika Bansod as the
second men's and women's singles
players respectively,” the Badminton
Association of India said in a release.

The strong Indian team will also
have star doubles players Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty. The
women's doubles pairing could be ei-
ther Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa
Jally or Ashwini Ponnappa and Tanisha
Crasto.

Tanisha will also pair up with Dhruy
Kapila in mixed doubles while Sathish
Kumar Kand Adya Varivath will be the
second combination.

BAI secretary general Sanjay Mishra

“We did well by winning the
bronze medal two years but
get this year is to reach the finals, and
then anything is possible, and we will
go all out.” Indian squad: Men's: Lak-
shya Sen, HS Prannoy, Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy, Chirag Shetty, Dhruv
Kapila, MR Arjun, Sathish Kumar K,
Women's: PV Sindhn, Malvika Ban-
sod, Gayatri Gopichand, Treesa Jolly,
Ashwini Ponnappa, Tanisha Crasto,
Adya Variyath.

-

The felicitation function was at-
tended by the men's and women's
squads as well as coaches and presi-
dent of Kho Kho Federation of India
Sudhanshu Mittal, among athers. The
Indian men's and women's teams
clinched the inaugural Kho Kho World
Cup titles at the Indira Gandhi Indoor

Stadium on January 19.

Both the Indian teams defeated
Nepal in their respective finals.
Palking about the resurgence of tra-
ditional sports in the country, Man-
daviya said, "Traditional games show-
case the resilience, community spirit
and, most importantly, upholds our
traditional sporting value, The world
has so much to learn from the richness
of these traditional games.

"Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi has mentioned across vari-
ous national platforms that we have to
give the best exposure to the traditional
sports. Nowour teams ave not only get-
ting the best exposures but also com-
ing out with flying colours" Indian
women's kho kho team chief coach
Sumit Bhatia credited the month-long
camp held here for the team's success.

"On December 10, we started the
camp with 60 players. Out of them, we
found the best 15 players each for the
men's and women's teams. The teams
were composed of players from Kash-
mir to Kanyakumari and the camp
helped them forge a chemistry,” he
said.

Bengaluru Open upgraded to ATP
125, begins from February 24

aluru
A dutch of top stars are expected tofea-
ture in the eighth edition of the Ben-
galuru Open, now upgraded to ATP 125
category, which begins here from Feb-
ruary 24.

An important stop on the ATP Chal-
lenger Tour, the Bengaluru Open will
now offer an increased prize money of
USD 200,000, The winner will pock-
et USD 28 400 and gain 125 ATP
puints.

In the past, Indian players have ex-
celled in this event. Sumit Nagal won
thesingles crown in 2017 'md ijnﬂh
G an emerged tr
the following year.

mar Ramanathan annexed
the doubles crown three times, twice
with fellow Tndian Saketh Myneni and
oncewith Purav Raja. Divij Sharan won.
the inaugural edition doubles title with
partner Mikhail Elgin.

“Imreally happy that the ATP Chal-
lenger in Bengaluru is back again this
year inan even bigger way. 1l be back
again this year,” said Ramanathan, a
world No. 405.

“Bengaluru Open has been a great
platform for promising Indian players
looking to graduate to the next level, We
hope the Indian players use this op-

Minister of State for Sports Raksha Khadse
reviews sports facilities in A&N Islands

ew Delhi .

ister of State for Sports
Raksha Nikhil Khadse on Wednes-
day revie the sports facilities in
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
and took stock of the training of the
athletes during a visit to the Sports
J\urhnm\' of India (SAI) centre in

hri Vi

Union M

l)unng |hL visit,  she also gathered
information on the available sports
resources and discussed new meas-
ures for further development in oth-
er areas of sports.

*The primary objective of this vis-
it was to assess the local progress in
the sparts sector and take necessary
steps to provide better facilities and
training to athletes,” a release from
the Press Information Bureau (PIB)
said,

"During the visit, Minister Khadse
held discussions regarding the sports
complex, training centre, and the
progress of the young athletes there.
She also engaged in talks about in-
novations in the sports sector, the
progress made in sports develop-
ment, and future plans." The An-
daman and Nicobar Islands host
two major centres of the Sports Au-
thority of India. These centres offer

During the visit, she also
gathered information
on the available sports
resources and discussed
new measures for fur-
ther development in
other areas of sports.

training in athletics, cycling, football,

Home tie will help us groom youngsters
in good environment, says Rohit Rajpal

New Delhi
Tt won't be a cakewalk but Togo will
be a relatively manageable opponent,
said India's Davis Cup captain Rohit
Rajpal, who wants to use the home tie
against the African nation to groom
future stars.

India will take on Togo in the World
Group I play-off tie on February 1-2
with Sasikumar Mukund, ranked 368
in singles, to lead the home chal-
lenge.

Mukund is making a comeback to
the Indian squad after playing against
Moroceo in Lucknow. The ATTA had
recently lifted his suspension on dis-
ciplinary grounds at the insistence of
skipper Rajpal.

Aryan Shah, Chirag Duhan and
Yuvaan Nandal have been added to
the squad and will be part of the
trining camp, starting Thursday, at
the DLTA Complex, the venue for the
contest.

‘The reserve players will be chosen
after the camp.

“They will train along with the Indian
teamn and it will be a great exposure for
each one of them. Earlier, talented
youngsters Manas Dhamne and Dak-
shineshwar Suresh, were expected
to be in the training camp.

Rajpal, whose contract as skipper
has been extended till the end of
2025 season along with new coach
Ashutosh Singh, is delighted to have
got a home tie.

India's last four of the five ties
have been away, including the historic
match against Pakistan in Islamabad.

"Playing in home conditions is al-
ways beneficial. We have travelled a
lot in the last two-three seasons. The

slow, hard courts at the DLTA were
ideal if Sumit Nagal had played but
still, the conditions will suit us,” Ra-

Mukund is making a come-
back to the Indian squad
after playing against Mo-
rocco in Lucknow. The AITA
had recently lifted his sus-
pension on disciplinary
grounds at the insistence of
skipper Rajpal.

kayaking, canoeing, rowing, and
welghﬂlfhn More than 150 athletes

Minister Khadse empha:
importance of various government
schemes while interacting with the
athletes and inspired them for In-
dia’s anticipated participation in
the 2036 Olympics,” the release
added.

Some coaches and young athletes
were also present during Khadse's
visit.

portunity

launchpad fora great ca-
reer,” said Karnataka State Lawn Ten-
nis Association (KSLTA) Vice-President
Priyank Kharge, who is alsoaminister
in the state government.

Tournament Director Sunil Yaja-
man was excited about the Bengaluru
Open being upgraded to an ATP 125
event.

“It’s really exciting to host the ATP
125 at Bengaluru and with this edition's
upgrade, the Bengaluru Open is just be-
low an ATP Tour event,” Yajaman
said.

“It would surely attract the best
players and would go on to enhance its
position as a formidable event on the
ATP Challenger Tour,” he added.

Kerala govt to appoint

249 sportspersons

under sports quota
Kochi

The Kerala government has made a

significant move to bolster its support
for athletes by approving the ap-
i mrivim

P ports |
various state departments under the
sports quota for the years 2015 to 2019.

‘This decision was solidified during
a cabinet meeting presided over by
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, ac-
cording to an official release,

Notably, five athletes who clinched
medals at the 2018 Asian Games have
secured positions as Assistant Sports
Organisers in the General Education
Department. Consequently, these roles
will be excluded from the upcoming
notification of 250 posts for the peri-
od from 2020 to 2024.

Hyderabad FC look to snap
9-match winless streak

Hyderabad

Their campaign having gone haywire
with the last win coming way back in
November 2024, bottom-placed Hy-
derabad FC will look tostay afloat in the
Indian Super League when they takeon
Jamshedpur FC here on Thursday.

The hosts currently have 10 points
from 16 matches and desperately will
need to end their four-match losing
streak against the fourth-placed Red
Miners, who have accumulated 28
pumls from 15 games.

jpal said, adding that, "the choice
could have been grass courts if we
knew Sumit would opt out.” Nagal did
not make himself available for the tie.

"I will not say that it will be a cake-
walk for us but the tie will give us the
option to groom the next generation
of players in the Davis Cup environ-
ment and, plaving at home, we can
definitely utilise the home advantage
and home support,” Rajpal further
added.

Ramkumar Ramanathan and Karan
Singh will be the other singles players
for India while N Sriram Balaji and
Rithvik Choudary Bollipalli, who both
recently competed in the Australian
Open, will do the doubles duty

Thomas Steodji will be Togo's key
player in the contest. Togo come in
with three wins, against Latvia, In-
donesia and Benin.

The DLTA is being spruced up to
welcome the visiting team players
and officials apart from the home
fans, with beautification of the venue.
A players' lounge is also being set up
near the centre court.

derabad's last win came against
Kerala Blasters (2-1) on November 7,
2024 in Kochi and since then they have
not l.med victory ||1 their subsequent

Jordan Murray has top- um\-cl fqr
them with five strikes, whereas Javi
Hemandez and Javier Siverio have
ncm-d four times each, which also

FC Lmeq,ed
2-1victorious in the reverse fixture in
October 2024 and another win on
Thursday would mark their second
league double over Hyderabad FC,
having previously done so in the 2023-
24 campaign.

The Red Miners vnll aim to replicate

ce on for-
eign recruits in the frontline.

The two teams have played 11 mateh-
s in the ISL history and Jamshedpur
FC have won six of them. Four games
have produced draws, whereas Hy-
derabad FC have emerged victorious
one.

their recent def solidity, coming
off a 3-0 away win against Mumbai City
FC. They then drew 1-1 at home against
Mohun Bagan Super Giant.
Jamshedpur are in a promising po-
sition in the competition currently.
‘They have won thrice and drawn once
in their last five games and are nine
points off table toppers Mariners (37).
With awin here, they will displace the
second-placed FC Goa(30), and the vis-
itors will be aiming for just about that
against a Hyderabad FC unit that come
into this game on the back of three
draws in their previous four encounters,
Jamshedpur FC have scored 23 goals
and conceded 24 in the league so far.

d FC interim head coach
Sh.mml Chembakath asked his play-
ers to be more clinical in their attack-
ing third.

"We need to be more clinical in the
final third. We need to win three points
at home. Jamshedpur FC are very
strong and we' kmm that the match will
be a strong one," he said.

Jamshedpur FC head coach Khalid
Jamil urged his players to perform well
away from home.

"Our preparation for this game is the
same as it has been so far.

We need to do well in away match-
es. It's a must-win match of sorts forus
tomorrow,” he said.




Ryan Gosling in talks to
lead new 'Star Wars'
film from Shawn Levy

ollywood star

Ryan Gosling

in negotiations

to headline a
new "Star Wars” movie for
Disney-owned Lucasfilm.

Shawn Levy, the director of
the 2024 blockbuster Marvel
movie "Deadpool & Wolver-
ine", will helm the project,
which he has been developing
sine weording to en-
tertainment news outlet Va-
riety.

Janathan Tropper, known
for his collaborations with
Levy on "This Is Where T
Leave You" and "The Adam
Project’, is working on the
seript

If the project is finalised,
Levy will also produce the
film under his 21 Laps ban-
ner, alongside "Star Wars"
veterans Kathleen Kennedy
film.

Though the plot details
have been kept under wraps,
the movie i id to be a
standalone project and is not
connected with the Skywalk-
er Saga, which concluded

and Lu

with 2019’s *Star Wans: The
Rise of Skywalker”.

Post "The Rise of Sky-
walker”, the Star Wars uni-

rse saw the release of its
first series "The Mandalori-
an", followed by shows like
"The Book of Boba Fett",
"Obi-Wan Kenobi", "Andor"
and "Ahsoka".

Levy's fimwillfollow "The
Mandalorian & Grogu”, the
first "Star Wars" movie to
receive a greenlight in over
five years. Having recently
completed principal photog-
raphy, the Jon Favrean-di-
rected movie is set to pre-
miere in the US on May 22,
2026.

Lucasfilms' film slate also
includes movies from film-
makers Sharmeen Obaid-
James Mangold, and
Dave Filoni.

Gosling, who most recent-
Iy starred in Univer Fall
Guy", is currently working
on “Project Hail Mary” from
directors Phil Lord and
Christopher Miller. The film
is based on the bestseller
novel by author Andy Weir.

Mumbai
he excitement
surrounding
the upcoming
film ‘Deva’ is

reaching new

Shahid
Kapoor, known for his
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er. Produced by Zee Stu-
dios and Roy Kapur Fil
the action-packed visuals,
Shahid Kapoor's command-
ing presence, and Pooja
Hegde's intriguing
role

have
cap-

witty charm, responded
to Kriti's post with a nos-
talgic reference to their
previous collaboration.
He simply shared a heart
emoji and the name “Sifra,” a
character from their film ‘Teri Baa-
ton Mein Aisa Uljha liya’.

heights, es-
pecially after the
release of its thrilling trail-

tured the

both fans and industry in-

Saif meets auto-rickshaw
driver who took him to
hospital after knife attack

Mumbai

Bhajan Singh Rana,
the auto driver who
took him to hospital.
Khan was stabbed at homein
the early hours of January 16
and hewas rushed to Lilavati
Hospital. Saif was dis-
charged on January 21.
Inthe viral picture, Saif Al
Khan could be seen smiling
beside Mr Rana. While pos-
ing for the camera, he could
be seen resting his hands
over the driver's shoulders.
Khan was admitted to
Lilavati Hospital, where he
underwent two surgeries to
repair his wounds after being
stabbed several times by an
intruderin an attempted bur-

Sharmila Tagore, expressed
their gratitude to the rick-
shaw driver,

Bha- n

the viral picture,

Saif Ali Khan could be
seen smiling beside Mr
Rana. While posing for

the camera, he could be
seen resting his hands

over the driver's
shoulders.

jan
Singh
Rana. They assured the 54-
year-old driver to feel free to
ask forany help whenever he
needed.

After meeting with the ac-
tor, Bhajan Singh Rana spoke
to the media and he shared
about his experience with
the actor and his family.

attention of

Kriti Sanon praises
‘Deva’ trailer, Shahid
Kapoor thanks his ‘Sifra

siders.

Among the many who
have expressed their admi-
ration for the trailer is ac-
tress Kriti Sanon, who took
to social media to share her
enthusiasm.

She posted a glowing mes-
sage for Shahid Kapoor,
wriling:

“@shahidkapoor In-
tenseeeee! Loving it!!! Can’t
wait to see this on the big
sereent!!! All the luck and
love to the team! @hegde-
pooja  @roykapurfilms
@zeestudiosofficial
@rosshanandrrewsz2.”

Shahid Kapoor, known
for his witty charm, re-
sponded to Kriti’s post with
a nostalgic reference to their
previous collaboration. He
simply shared a heart emo-
ji and the name “Sifra,” a
character from their film

]

“Teri Baston Mein Aisa Uljha
Jiya'.

Directed by renowned
Malayalam  filmmaker
Rosshan Andrrews, ‘Deva’
promises to be an explosive
action thriller. With the re-
cent release of the trailer
and the teaser for the track
“Bhasad Macha,” anticipa-
tion for the film’s January
31, 2025 release is at an all-
time high.

Fansare eagerly awaiting
what promises to be a visu-
al and emotional roller-
coaster, as the film builds on
its electrifying energy.

The "Deva’ trailer has al-
ready set the stage for a
high-octane cinematic ex-
perience, with Shahid

Kapoor's swag and Pooja
Hegde's captivating charac-
ter offering a glimpse of the
intensity that awaits.

Elaborate security
arrangements for
Coldplay concert
in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad

team from the Na-
tional ~ Security
Guard and a spe-
cial forces umit will
be a part of the elaborate se-
curity apparatus set up for the
upcoming Coldplay concertin
Ahmedabad, a police official
said on Wednesday. The
British rock band will per-
form at the Narendra Modi
stadium in the city's Motera
area onJanuary 25and 26 as
part of its India tour. The ven-
ue is the world's largest erick-
et stadium that can accom-
modate more than 1 lakh

3,825 police-
men will be deployed in and
around the stadium, said
Joint Commissioner of Police,
Neeraj Badgujar.

Dignita: and VVIPs
from India and across the
‘world are expected to attend
the concert.

"Given the movement of
over 1lakh people each day,
we will deploy
men to provids y
maintain law and order.
These personnel include 14
deputy commissioners of po-
lice, 25 assistant commis-

sionersofpolice, 63 police in-

spectors, 142 sub-inspectors
and over 3,500 constables,”
Badgujar told reporters.

Teams of Ahmedabad city
crime branch and the Special
Operations Group will keep a
watch at strategic locations,
including Metro stations.
which will be used by f
reach the stadium on both
days, he said.

"One team of NSG-along
with three Quick Response
Teams, one team of State
Disaster Response Force and
ten teams of Bomb Detection
and Disposal Squad will be
deployed at key locations,
including the hotel where the
Medical and
al teamns will also

crew will s
paramedi
remain on standby,” the offi-
cial said. Badgujar added that
a disaster management plan
and an emergency evacuation
plan have been prepared in
coordination with the Gu-
Jjarat State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority. A mock drill
based on the plan will also be
condueted by police in the
coming days, he said.
While the concert will start
around 5.30 pm and end at
10 pn, the entry gates of the
stadium will be opened for
spectators at 2 pm, he added.

Justin Bieber claims someone
else unfollowed Hailey from
his Instagram account

London

stin Bieber recently
clarified a misunder-
standing about his
relationship with

wife Hailey Bieber, address-

ing rumors that he had un-

followed her on the plat-

form.

On January 21, the singer
took to his Instagram Stories
to explain that someone had
accessed his aceount and un-
followed Hailey without his
knowledge. “Someone went
on my account and unfol-
lowed my wife,” he wrote,

dispelling any doubts about
their relationship.

This clarification came af-
ter Justin had shared aseries
of affectionate posts about
Hailey, including a cozy win-
ter date night where the cou-
ple enjoyed ice skating to-
gether.

He also posted a heartfelt
message on his Instagram
Stories, calling Hailey, “The
greatest woman I have and
will ever know,” accompa-
nied by a photo of her.

The Biebers, who have
been married since 2018,

have long faced speculation
about their relationship. In
December 2024, Hailey ad-
dressed the persistent ru-
by reposting a viral
TikTok video, which sug-
gested that not all online
criticism is worth taking se-
riously.

“Me to all of you on the in-
ternet,” she wrote over the
dip, acknowledging thenoise
surrounding their personal
lives. Despite ongoing gossip,
a source close to the couple
shared that they continue to
laugh off the rumors. “They

laugh at the constant divorce
rumors,” the insider said in
November. “It's annoying
but just noise.”

The couple’s bond remains
strong, and in August 2024,
they celebrated a new chap-
ter in their | with the
birth of their first child, a son
named Jack Blues Bieber.

Justin shared the happy
news with fans, posting a
photo of Hailey holding their
newborn's tiny foat, with the

caption, “WELCOME
HOME JACK BLUES
BIEBER."

Sanjay Leela Bhansali's 'Padmaavat’
to re-release in theatres on Jan 24

New Delhi
ilmmaker Sanjay
Lecla Bhansali's
2018 epic film
"Padmaavat” is
set to re-release in the-
atres,
nounced on
day.Bollywood
Deepika Padukone, Ran-
veer Singh and Shahid
Kapoor feature in lead

the makers an-
Wednes-
stars

roles in the movie, which is
coming back to theatres
onits seventh anniversary.

"Witness the epic tale
on the big
#Padmaavat in cinemas
on 24th January," Viacom
18 Studios posted on In-
stagram.

"Padmaavat" is a 13th-
century tale of Queen Pad-
mavati (Padukone), cele-

brated for her beauty and
wisdom, and her husband,
Maharawal Ratan Singh
(Kapoor) of Mewar.

The story unfold Sul-
tan Alauddin Khilji, driven
by obsession and ambi-
tion, invades Chittor in
his quest for Padmavati,
who goes to great lengths
to protect her kingdom
and its values.






