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of America begins right now

B Donald Trump, who overcame impeachments, criminal charges, and two assassination attempts

to secure a second term, has been i

Washington

onald Trump was
sworn in Monday
as the 47th presi-

dent of the United States,
returning to the While
House after overcoming
four  criminal  indicl-
ments and two assassi-
nalion allempls in one
of the most remarkable
politi comebacks in
U.S. history.

Trump recited the
oath of office  short-
ly after noon ET at an
intimate  inauguration
ceremony inside the Ro-
tunda of the Capitol, the
same building a mob of
his supporters stormed
four years ago to try to
stop the certification
of Trump's 2020 elec-
tion loss. It was moved
indoors because of be-
low-freezing in the na-
tion's capital.

The 78-year-old
Trump raised his right
hand and took the oath
of office using a Bible
his mother gave him in
1955 that was stacked on
a second Bible used by
President Abraham Lin-
coln for his 1861 swear-
ing-in. JD Vance was
sworn in as vice presi-

dent before Trump.

The new president,
who arrived at the Cap-
itol to applause and
chants of "USA! USA!
USA!" replaces Joe Bid-
en in the nation's high-
est office.

"The golden age of
America begins right
now," Trump said at the
beginning of his sec-
ond inaugural address.

ugurated on M

"From this day forward,
our country will flourish
and be respected again
all over the world. We
will be the envy of every
nation, and we will not
allow ourselves to be
taken advantage of any
longer during every sin-
gle day of the Trump ad-
ministration,"

In prime seating he-
hind Trump on stage

Such persons should be barred from
SC on Tahir Hussain's plea

fighting polls:

New Delhi

r I Yhe Supreme Court
on Monday made
some tough obser-

vations against persons

aceused in criminal cas-
es, such as riots, seeking

all such per
be barred from contest-
ing elections.

A bench led by Jus-
tice Pankaj Mithal oral-
Iy made these remarks,
while deferring to Jan-
uary 21 the hearing on
4 plea filed by former
councillor and Delhi ri-
ols accused Tahir Hus-
sain, Hussain moved
the apex courl seeking
interim bail to campaign
for the upcoming Delhi
assembly polls in Febru-
ary. Violence broke oul
in northeast Delhi on
February 24, 2020, leav-
ing 53 dead and several
injured.

The bench, also com-
prising  Justice =~ Ah-
sanuddin  Amanullah,
adjourned the hearing
on the matter due to

paucity of time. As the
Jjudges were rising for
the day, Hussain's law-
yer mentioned the mat-
ter and urged the court
Lo hear il on January 21,
and added that his nom-
ination was accepted.

"It is easy to win elec-
tions sitling in jail. All
such persons should be
barred from contesting
the elections,” the bench
made this oral obser-
vation. On January 14,
the Delhi High Court
granted custody parole
to Hussain to file nom-
ination papers from the

HIGHLIGHT

B 5C made some tough
observations against
persons accused in
criminal cases, such as
riots, seeking interim
bail to campaign for
the polls.

Mustafabad constituen-
cy on an AIMIM ticket.
However, the high
court declined to enter-
tain his plea for interim
bail from January 14 to
February 9 Lo fight the
polls, saying the gravi-
Ly of allegations against
Hussain, being the main
perpelralor in the vio-
lence, resulting in the
death of several persons,
could not be overlooked.
The high courl ob-
served that nearly 11
FIRs were registered
against him in connec-
tion with the riots and
he was admitledly in

custody in a related
money laundering case
and UAPA case.

Agency'

were  Trump’s  and
Vance's family members,
the president’s Cabinet
nominees and Dbillion-
aire executives includ-
ing Amazon CEO Jeff
Bezos, Apple CEO Tim
Cook and tech entrepre-
neur Elon Musk. Opera
singer Christopher Mac-
chio sang “Oh, America!”
before Trump took the
stage.

@ Trump takes oath; says 'golden age'

day as the 47th U.S. president.

~ /~ Ashort time
“ from now, we
are going to be
changing the name of the
Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf
of America,

- Donald Trump

Trump is just the sec-
ond former president
to return to office after
losing an election, join-
ing Grover Cleveland
who arrived back in the
White House for his
second term in 1893.
Trump is the first for-
merly impeached pres-
ident to return to office,
first convicted felon to
serve as president and
the oldest president on
Inauguration Day.

Trump's return to
power marks a seismic
change across the fed-
eral government. He
enters claiming an elec-
tion "mandate” to enact
sweeping changes after
winning every battle-
ground state and the
popular vote. The new
Trump era is expected
Lo be even more aggres-
sive than the president’s
CONTD ON PAGE-2

Army soldier killed
in gunfight with
terrorists in Sopore

Jammu

soldier was killed
on Monday dur-
ing an overnight

encounter with terror-
ists in North Kashmir's
Sopore area, according
to the Srinagar based
Chinar Corps of the In-
dian Army.

The Army has iden-
tified the martyred sol-
dier as Pangala Kartheek
who made the supreme
sacrifice by laying down
his life in the line of duty.
He suffered critical inju-
ries during the gunfight
at Zaloora Gujjarpati in
Sopore and he was evac-
uated to the hospital for
treatment where he suc-
cumbed.

Security forces laid
out a cordon on Sun-
day. when they noticed
fire by terrorists while
busting a hideout. The
security forces retaliat-
ed and maintained tight
walch at the spot during

the night and intensified
search for suspecled Ler-
rorists in the area this
morning when Lhe en-
counter broke out.

The Army said in a
statement: “On  Janu-
ary 19, 2025, acting on
specific intelligence re-
garding the presence of
terrorists, a joint cordon
and search operation
was launched by the In-
dian Army and Jammu
and Kashmir

Police in  Gujjarpat-
H, Sopore, Baramulla.
Vigilant troops noticed
suspicious activity, and
when challenged, the
terrorists  opened  in-
discriminate fire. The
troops responded effec-
tively, and the operation
is continuing,”

It is the first gunfight
between the security
forces and terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir
this year.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

RG Kar rape-murder convict
gets life imprisonment till death

Kolkal

kata
Kolkata court
sentenced  Sanjay
oy to life impris-

onment until death on
Monday after he was
convicted of raping and
murdering an on-duty
doctor at the state-run
RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital.

Additional District
and Sessions Judge in
Sealdah, Anirban Das,
had on Saturday found
Roy guilty of commil-
ling the erime against
the postgraduate trainee
doctor on Augusl 9 last
year. The heinous crime
triggered nationwide
outrage and prolonged
prolests in West Bengal.

The court also ordered
Roy to pay a Rs 50,000
fine and directed the
state government to pay
compensation of Rs 17
lakh to the family of the
deceased doctor.

Judge Das stated that
the crime did not fall

SC stays defamation case against Rahul in Ranchi court

B _New Delhi
he Supreme Court
Ton Monday stayed
proceedings of a
defamation case filed
against Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi in a
Jharkhand court.

In a relief to the Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi, the Supreme Court
on Monday stayed pro-
ceedings against him
before a trial court in
Ranchi, Jharkhand, in
a criminal defamation
case arising from his
2018 speech at AICC
plenary session saying
that the Union Home
Minister Amit Shah was
an “accused” in a mur-
der case,

Staying all the pro-
ceedings before the trial
courl in Ranchi till fur-
ther orders, a bench of
Justice Vikran Math and

Justice Sandeep Meh-
ta issued notice to the
Jharkhand government
and the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party leader Navin
Jha — the complainant
before the trial court.

“Issue notice to
Jharkhand and com-
plainant. All proceed-

ings in the trial shall re-
main stayed tll further
orders,” the Court said
in its order today.

The court gave the
slale government and
the complainant Jha,
four weeks' Lo respond
to Rahul Gandhi's pe-
tition and two weeks Lo
the Congress leader to
file his rejoinder lo the
reply by the State gov-
ernment and the com-

plainant.
Rahul  Gandhi has
approached the Su-

preme Court against the

21/16 Febru 2024,
Jharkhand High Court
order rejecting his plea
for the quashing of the
defamation case against

The complaint
initiating the defama-
tion case arose [rom
his speech on March 18,
2018, at the AICC plena-

1y session.

In the said speech, Ra-
hul Gandhi was reported
to have said, “The peo-
ple of this country will
accepl a lying Bharaliya
Janata Party leadership
drunk with power be-
cause they know that,
what the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party is designed
for™ and further, he had
said, “They will, accept
a man accused of mur-
der as the President of
Bharaliya Janala Parly
but the people will never
accepl lhe same in Lhe
Congress Party”.

Appearing for Rahul
Gandhi, senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi
told the bench that the

complaint was filed by
a third party and that is
not permissible when it

comes to the offence of
defamation.

under the “rarest of the
rare” calegory, which
justified the decision to
not impose the death
penalty on the convict.

Roy, a former civic
volunteer with the Kol-
kata Police, was found
guilty under Sections 64
(rape), 66 (punishment
for causing death), and
103(1) (murder) of the
Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita

(BNS).
“The CBIL prayed for

the death penal
defence lawyer prayed
that a jail term be giv-
en instead of the death
penalty...this crime does
not fall under the rarest
of the rare category,” the
Jjudge said.

The judge stated that
under Section 64, life
imprisonment is being
given, along with a fine
of Rs 50,000. An ad-
ditional five months of
imprisonment will be

imposed upon non-pay-
ment of the fine, he add-
d

ed.

Under Section 103(1),
Roy has been sentenced
to life imprisonment
with a Rs 50,000 fine,
and another five months
in jail if the fine remains
unpaid.

Additionally,  under
Section 66, he has been
sentenced to life impris-
onment till death, the
Jjudge said.

All the sentences will
run concurrently, the
judge said.

“Since the victim died
while on duty in the hos-
pital, her place of work,
it is the responsibility of
the state to pay compen-
sation to the family of the
doctor — Rs 10 lakh for
the death and Rs 7 lakh
for the rape,” Das said.

The judge informed
Roy that he had the
right to appeal against
the decision before the
CONTD ON PAGE-2

India Slips To 3rd Place

On Trust Barometer

Davos
ndia has slipped one
I place to the third
slot when it comes
to people's trust in the
government, businesses,
media and NGOs, while
the low-income popula-
ion i r less trusting

Trust
in its 25th year, released
before the start of the
World Economic Forum

Barometer, now

Annual Meeting, also
showed that India ranks
low at 13th place when
it comes to trust of
ple in other countries, i
companies with Indian
headquarters.

Canada topped this
list  of [foreign-head-
quartered  companies,
followed by Japan, Ger-
many, the UK, France
and the US, while those
ranked higher than In-
dia also included Mexi-
co, South Africa, Saudi
Arabia, China and Brazil.

The overall list for the
trust of the general pop-
ulation in the govern-
ment, businesses, media
and NGOs was again

topped by China, while
Indonesia replaced In-
dia for the second spol
with an increased score
despile the Indian score
remaining unchanged.
The survey of 28 coun-
tries saw Japan replac-
ing the UK al the bol-
tom. In most countries,
including  India, the
low-income  population
was farless trusting than

the high-income group.
Agency




Trump takes
oath; says
‘golden age’ of
America begins
right now

CONT FROM PAGE-1

tumultuous first four
vears in office, when he
was twice impeached but
acquitted by the Senate.

Trump has promised
a new “golden age” in
the U.S. after campaign-
ing on big promises in
his election victory over
Democrat Kamala Har-
ris to root out the so-
called “deep state” from
the federal government,
begin  mass  deporta-
tions of immigrants in
the country illegally and
undo Biden's policies on
climate, energy, trans-
gender rights, erypto-
currency and a host of
other areas.

Trump and his advis-
ers have said the new
president will take more
than 100 executive ac-
tions O described by
allies as “shock and awe”
0O during his first days
in office with a focus on
“sealing” the U.S.-Mex-
ico border and levying
new tariffs on Mexico,
Canada and China,

Trump’s next four
years are expected to
showcase an ever more
populist GOP, one that
has turned away from
free markets toward
protectionism and away
from international alli-
ances toward an “Amer-
ica  First” mentality.
Introduced in Trump's
first term with tariffs
on China, renegotiated
trade pacts and hostili-
ty toward NATO, these
ideas will be mare fully

expressed in a second
T

xpressing i
satisfaction” over
a  Kolkata court

TOP STORY, DELHI, TUESDAY 21, JANUARY 2025

Not satisfied, will move High
Court against verdict: Mamata

Kolkata:
“dis-

awarding life impris-
onment to the convict
in the RG Kar hospital
case, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Monday claimed
the probe was “foreibly”
taken away from the
state police, asserting
that had it been with
them, they would have
ensured a death penalty.
Speaking to report-
ers in  Murshidabad
district, Banerjee also
criticis the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) for its probe into
the rape-murder of the
on-duty medic at the
state-run hospital.
“From day 1, all of us
had demanded the death
sentence, but the court
has given a life term un-
til death. We still stick
to our demand. I can
share my party’s opin-
ion; the case was forei-
bly taken from us. Had it
been with the (Kolkata)
police, we would have
ensured that he got the

death sentence,” the CM
said.
“We dont know how
the probe was conduct-
ed. In many similar cases
that were probed by the
state police, the death
penalty was ensured. T
am not satisfied... Had it
been the death penalty,
at least my heart would
have been somewhat at
peace,” she said.

Later, posting on her

BJP criticises life impris-
onment verdict for Kolkata
rape-murder convict

- New Delhi:

The BIP on Monday
criticised the sentence
of life imprisonment for
the convict in the R G
Kar rape-murder case
by a Kolkata court as a
“travesty of justice”, and
said justice must not
only be done but also be
seen to be done.

BJP's IT department
head Amit Malviya, who
is also his party’s organ-
isational  co-incharge
for West Bengal, called
for appealing the judge-
ment and for probe
agencies to investigate
the role of the then Kol-

Trump ration.
Lawrnakers in both
parties are on edge
about a potential trade
war, even as many sup-
port Trump's push to
protect American indus-

try.

Meanwhile, U.S. and
world leaders will be
watching closely to see
how Trump handles the
war in Ukraine, which
he has promised to end
quickly, and a fragile
ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas in Gaza.

Army soldier
killed in gunfight
with terrorists
in Sopore

CONT FROM PAGE-1

According to the po-
lice, a contingent of J&K
Police, CRPF, and Army
launched a joint cordon
and search operation
in Gujarpatti after re-
ceiving inputs about the
presence of militants
there.

The security forces
used drones for aerial
surveillance to  keep
track of movement of
terrorists hiding in the
area.

The elite para com-
mandos  were also
rushed for the anti-mil-
itancy operation and
‘were assisting troops on
the ground. Additional
troops were also rushed
from the nearby forma-
tions.

‘The Chinar Corps said
that the “Chinar Warri-
ors salute the immense
valour and sacrifice
of the soldier Pangala
Kartheek and express
deepest  condolences
and stand in solidarity
with the bereaved fam-
ily™.

kata and
the state’s chief minister
Mamata Banerjee for
allegedly destroying the
evidence.

He said on X, “Life
imprisonment and a
50,000-rupee fine for
Sanjoy Roy, accused in
the RG Kar rape and
murder case, is a trav-
esty of justice. The ver-
dict must be appealed.”
He added, “West Bengal
Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee must sto)
shielding the crimin
Agencies also need to

investigate the role of
the then Kolkata Com-
missioner and the Chief
Minister in the destruc-
tion of evidence, Justice
must not only be done
but must also be seen to
be done.” The Kolkata
court sentenced Sanjay
Roy to life imprison-
ment till death on Mon-
day after he was convict-
ed of rape and murder of
an on-duty doctor at the
state-run RG Kar Medi-
cal College and ITospital.

The court of Addition-
al District and Sessions
Judge Anirban Das in
Sealdah had on Satur-
day held Roy guilty of
the crime committed
against the postgrad-
uate trainee doctor at
the hospital on August 9
last year, which sparked
off unprecedented and
prolonged  nationwide
protests.

Das said the erime did
not fall under the “rar-
est of the rare” category
as justification for not
giving the death penalty
to the conviet. The CBI,
a federal probe agen-
¢y, had investigated the
case.

X handle where she
sounded more critical,
Banerjee informed that
the state government
would challenge the
Sealdah Court verdict
and move the Caleutta
High Court.

“In the RG Kar junior
doctor’s rape and mur-
der case, I am really
shocked to see that the
judgement of the Court
today finds that it is not a

. |
Rarest of Rare case! I am
convinced that it is in-
deed a rarest of rare case
which demands capital
punishment. How could
the judgement come to
the conclusion that it is
not a rarest of rare case?!
‘We want and insist upon
the death penalty in this

3/4 months, we have

—_—
Speaking to reporters
in Murshidabad
district, Banerjee
also criticised the
Central Bureau of
Investigation  (CBI)
for its probe into the
rape-murder of the
on-duty medic at the

state-run hnsEitaI. I

been able to ensure
capital/maximum  pun-
ishment for convicts in
such erimes. Then, why,
in this case, has capital
punishment not been
awarded? I strongly feel
that it is a heinous crime
that warrants capital
punishment,” the CM
said, adding, “We will
plead for capital pun-
ishment of the convict
at the Iigh Court now.”
The Sealdah court, pre-
sided by Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge
Anirban Das, on Monday
sentenced Sanjay Roy to
life imprisonment, after
convicting him for the
rape and murder of the
postgraduate  trainee

doctor at RG Kar Medi-
cal College and Hospital
on August 9, 2024.

The ghastly crime had
led to unprecedented
and prolonged nation-
wide protests.

Judge Das ruled that
the crime did not meet
the criteria for the “rar-
est of the rare” category,
which would have war-
ranted the death penal-

The chief minister em-
phasised the severity of
the case, stating, “If the
verdict had been a death
sentence, it would have
provided some comfort
to our hearts.” The crime
warranted the “most se-
vere punishment”, Ba-
nerjee asserted.

“In the three cases we
handled — Jaynagar,
Farakka, and Guralp —
our police successfully
secured death sentenc-
es (through proper in-
vestigation and ﬁhng
of chargesheet),” she
pointed out, referring
to similar rape and
murder cases inves
gated by local authori-
ties,

SC defers bail hearing of Christian
Michel James to Feb 18

o New Delhi:
The Supreme

Court
on Monday deferred
to February 18 the
bail hearing of alleged
middleman Christian
Michel James, accused
in the Rs 3,600-crore
AgustaWestland  cor-
ruption case.

A bench of Justic-
es Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta ad-
journed the hearin;
after the CBI counsel
sought time.

The top court grant-
ed three weeks time
and posted the hearing
on February 18.

On December 6, the
apex court issued no-
tice to CBI and direct-
ed it to file its reply
within four weeks.

The alleged scam is
over the purchase of 12
VVIP helicopters from
chopper design and
manufacturing  com-
pany AgustaWestland.

James moved the
apex court challenging
the Delhi High Court’s
bail rejection order
passed on September

5.
James, a British na-

tional, was extradited
from Dubai in Decem-
ber, 2018, and was ar-
rested subsequently.
The high court had
dismissed his bail
plea, observing there
was  no gnificant
change in circum-
stances from the time
when his previous
pleas were rejected.
He is among the
three alleged middle-
men probed in the
case with the oth-
er two being Guido
Haschke and Carlo

B]P’s policies reflect ideologies
of Ambedkar: Thakur

Bhubaneswar:
Senior BJP MP Anurag
Thakur on  Monday
claimed that the saffron
party’s policies were
reflections of Dr BR
Ambedkar’s ideclogies
and that the Narendra
Modi government was
busy building the na-
tion based on the prin-
ciples of the architect
of the Indian Constitu-
tion.

Lambasting the Op-
position Congress,
Thakur said that the
BJP government has
been trying to im-
plement the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) af-
ter being influenced
by the ideologies of Dr
Ambedkar.

“UCC ensures equal-
ity for all the commu-
nities. UCC will end
the  religion-centric
laws on marriage, di-
voree, adoption and
inheritance rules and

rovide uniform laws
or all," he said.

Thakur said this

while participating in
the party’s two-week-
long ‘Samvidhan Gau-
rav Abhiyan” to com-
memorate the 75 years
of the Indian Con-
stitution and honour
Ambedkar.

The BJP leader al-
leged that it was

the Congress which
amended the Constitu-
tion several times for
its political gain, while
BJP and non-Congress
parties hardly correct-
ed the provisions.
While Congress gov-
ernments have amend-
ed the Constitution

75 times, others took
similar steps 31 times,
he said,

He also accused
the Congress, begin-
ning from Pt Nehru
to Indira Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi, of in-
sulting Dr Ambedkar,
who all along his life
fought for the rights of
the tribals, Dalits and
other backward caste
communities.

He also charged Ra-
hul Gandhi with mis-
leading the people in
the name of the Con-
stitution.

Odisha BJP presi-
dent Manmohan Sa-
mal had earlier said
that the party would
organise seminars and
intellectual meets at
50 places to spread
awareness among the
people about the Con-
stitution and counter
the alleged propagan-
da launched by the
Congress over under-
mining constitutional
values.

Gerosa.

The CBI charge-
sheet alleged an esti-
mated loss of 398.21
million euros (about
Rs 2,666 crore) to the
exchequer due to the
deal that was signed
on February 8, 2010,
for the supply of
VVIP choppers worth
556.262 million eu-
ros.

The Enforcement
Directorate, in _its
chargesheet against
James in June, 2016,
in a related money

laundering case, al-
leged he received 30
million euros (about
Rs 225 crore) from
AgustaWestland.

On  February 7,
2023, the top court
denied bail to James
while rejecting his
submission that he
had completed half
of the maximum sen-
tence in the cases.

The high court dis-
missed his bail ap-
plications in both the
CBI and ED eases in
March, 2022.

Centre’s strides in toy manufac-
turing boosted India’s quest for

endra Modi on Mon-

day highlighted that
the Centre’s strides in
the toy manufacturing
sector have boosted In-
dia’s quest for *Aatman-
irbharta’.

Responding to a post
by Mann Ki Baat Up-
dates handle on X,
Modi in a post on X
said, “Tt was during one
of the #MannKiBaat
episodes that we had
talked about boosting
toy manufacturing and
powered by collective
efforts across India,
we've covered a lot of
ground in that.”

“Our strides in the
sector have boosted our
quest for Aatmanirb-
harta and popularised
traditions and enter-
prise,” Modi further
said in the post.

Earlier, Mann Ki Baat
Updates in a post on X
along with a short vid-
eo clip said, “Here's
how PM @narendra-
modi's  #MannKiBaat
breathed new life into
a 600-year-old craft of
Etikoppaka toys, sav-

ing a treasured tradi-
tion and livelihood of
many!”

The Indian toy indus-
try has now expanded
its global footprint to
more than 100 coun-
tries  including the
US, the UK, Germany,
Netherlands, Denmark
and even China from
where toys were im-
ported in large quan-
tities, a senior official
of the Department for
Promotion of Indus-
try and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) said.

As part of its strong
commitment to create
a better ecosystem for
the toy industry, the
Government of India
has identified the sector
as one of the champion
sectors, with a long-
term vision to create a
global market for ‘Made
in India’ toys.

According to indus-
try estimates, India's
exports of toys, games
and sports articles be-
tween 2014-15 to 2022-
23 increased by 239
per cent, whereas the
imports fell by 52 per
cent.

RG Kar
rape-murder
convict gets life
imprisonment
till death
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Caleutta High Court
and that he would be

provided legal aid if
needed.
The sentence was

assed after the judge

ard the final state-
ments of the convict, his
defence counsel, the vic-
tim's family, and the CBL

Earlier in the day, Roy
claimed in the court
that he was innocent
and had been "wrongly
held guilty.” “I am be-
ing framed and have not
committed any crime. [
have not done anything,
and still, T have been
held gmlh RO) told
the court ahead of sen-
tencing in the case.

During the proceed-
ings, the CBI lawyer and
the counsel for the vic-
tim's parents pleaded
for the highest penalty
for the convict, calling
the crime “rarest of the
rare.” The parents of the
deceased woman medic
in the RG Kar rape-mur-
der case said they were
not at all satisfied with
the verdict of the court
pronouncing  life-term
imprisonment until
death, as well as the fi-
nancial assistance, and
would move to a higher
court seeking justice,

They claimed that the
investigation was done
half-heartedly and sev-
eral other culprits in-
volved in the crime were
shielded.

“We are shocked. How
can this not be the rar-
est of the rare case? An
on-duty doctor was
raped and murdered
while being on duty. We
are dismayed. There
was a larger conspiracy
behind this crime,” the
mother said.

Upon the announce-
ment of the compensa-
tion, the father of the
deceased doctor said
they did not want any
compensation.

The father added
that they would contin-
ue their fight until all
the other culprits were
brought to book.

Advi Contact:
9818-7199941

: PUBHG NOTICE

110043 declare
that my fither's nasic w8 ASHWANI
KUMAR is mentioned in  my
PAN Card No. ETIPK1691A but

DELHL DELI -

in my 10th MarksheetCenificate
my father's nume i menkionsd
a1 ASHWAN] SHARMA & my
mother's name s PRATIRHA which
¥ mentioned in my all documents bot
inmy [ 0th MiksheetCestificate hor
name 15 mentioned s PRATIHHA
SHARMA & my father & mother's
actual name s ASHWANT KIMAR
& PRATIRHA respectively

UBllB NOTICE

:vusur' 1S HEREBY
¥ CLIENT

L.\n: ARDS
GAGAN SINGH AGED ABOUT
63 YEARS, RO HOUSE

BEARING NO. 13337, BLOCK-
Al

SI ARYA
NAGAR. NILOTHI EXTENSION,
NAN
FROMALL HER MOVABLS
IMMOVARLE PROPERTIES:
ASSETS AND HAVE SEVERED
ALL TIONSHIPS
HIM DUE TO HIS

AND ACTS €
MY CLIENT
RESPONSIR
HIS ACT(S) WHATSOEV
FUTURE

VIJENDER SINGH
(Advocate)

CHNO.324, 3rd FLOOR,
SAKET COURT COMPLEX,
NEW DELHI 110017

M98 10910429
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BJP accuses AAP, Congress of joining

hands with ‘anti-national elements’

W The BJP on Monday hit out at Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) national convenor and former Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, accusing them of joining hands with “anti-national elements” and standing alongside them.

New Delhi
head of the Febru-
ary 5 Delhi As-
sembly elections,
the BJP on Mon-
day hit out at Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) national con-
venor and former Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal and Leader of Oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi, accusing them of
joining hands with "anti-na-
tional elements” and stand-
ing alongside them.
Addressing a joint press
conference at the party’s
headquarters here along
with Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva, BJP
MP and former Union Mi;
ister Anurag Thakur said
the party has pledged zero
tolerance towards terror-
ism, and the record of the
Modi government over the
past 11 years stands as proof
of this commitment.

“On the one hand, we
focused on eliming
Naxalism completely, and
for the BJP, “Nation First”
has always been the guiding
principle. However, there
are some anti-national par-
ties that collaborate with

4 members of house
burglary gang arrested in an
encounter with Noida cops

Amar Saini
Noida

they fe]ldnw’n While ﬂee-

In an encounter with Noi-

ing, the
flrc on the poli hut one

da Sector-24 police sta-
tion, City police has ar-
rested four miscreants be-
longing to the house bur-
glary gang, One miscreant
has received a bullet in-
jury in retaliatory firing.

Police have seized a
stolen motorcycle and Rs
40,000 stolen cash from
their possession.

This gang used to com-
mit thefts by breaking the
locks of houses and shops.

The encounter took place
near Chaura village. During

lice checking, our police

sraw injurel
the retaliatory action of the
police,” Additional DCP,
Noida, Manish Kumar
Mishra said.

The arrested accused
have been identified as Ja-
har Singh, Deepak Giri
alias Dam Bahadur,
Jharendra and Vinod Tha-
pa, all four are native of
neighbouring  country
Nepal.

"We have seized live car-
tridges, knife, crowbar,
serewdriver too from their
ion," ADCP said.

tunm intercepted two peo-
ple on a motorcycle and
two people on foot in a
suspicious condition at See-
tor-54 T-point. "When the
police tried to stop them,
the miscreants on the mo-
torcyele started running
away. Their motoreycle col-
lided with the divider and

" "This gang was commit-
ting thefts by breaking the
locks of houses and shops
for along time. Their oth-
er criminal history s being
investigated. The injured
criminal has been sent to
the hospital for treatment,
" DCP Noida, Rambadan
Singh said.

forces working against the
country, receive funding
from them for political
gains, and then choose to
remain silent,” Thakur said.

“Rahul Gandhi and
Arvind Kejriwal, who en-
gage in “double dating,”

Hath,” are siding with anti-
national forces,” the BJP
MP said.

“Rahul Gandhi and
Arvind Kejriwal, who en-
gage in “double-dating,”
appear one way on the out-

side but are entirely differ-
ent on the inside. Whether
it is the surgical strike, air
strike, or the issue of Afzal
Guru's hanging, on all these
topics, both Congress and
the Aam Aadmi Party have
shown the same position,
with Rahul Gandhi and
Arvind Kejriwal standing
together,” he charged.

“Who stood shoulder to
shoulder with the tukde
tukde gang who raised anti-
national slogans? Who gave
him (chief of tukde tukde
gang) the ticket? It was
Rahul Gandhi and Arvind
Kejriwal, who indulge in
double dating? Not only
this, who stayed with the
terrorist sympathisers in
Punjab just to win elec-
tions? Kejriwal should an-
swer this,” he said.

He accused former AAP
leader Tahir Hussain of
“defaming” the country by

“inciting riots” in the na-
tional capital. “Who de-
famed the country by incit-
ing riots in Delhi? If Tahir
Hussain isin jail today, can
the Aam Aadmi Party run
away from him?” Thakur
asked.

Hitting out at the AAP
and Congress, the BIP MP
said these are the same
people who raise doubts
over the martyrdom of In-
spector Sharma in connec-
tion with the Batla House
case. “This is the same AAP
and the same Congress Par-
ty that raise questions on
the Batla House incident.
They raise doubts over the
martyrdom of Inspector
Sharma. There are some
people in Delhi who spread
rumours of bomb blasts
and make parents ery and
get schools closed. Who is
the mastermind behind
this?” Thakur said.

[ am a Baniya's son, a magician, I say you just
eat mangoes says Kejriwal on free schemes

Ravi Dalmiya
New Delhi
AAP's national convenor
and former Delhi CM Ke-
jriwal has started an ag-
gressive campaign with the
aim of reaching all 70 as-
sembly seats in Delhi.

He started his campaign
on Monday with a public
meeting in Vishwas Nagar
in East Delhi. Vishwas Na-
gar Assembly's Aam Aadmi
Party candidate Deepak
Singal, local corporation
councilor and other Aam
Aadmi Party workers were
‘present in this public meet-

Arvind Kejriwal has an-
nounced many free
schemes before the Delhi
Assembly elections. Re-
garding this, BIP had cor-
nered him asking where
will the money come from
for these free schemes.

Now Arvind Kejriwal has
answered this question in a
public meeting where he
said that these people ask

‘where will the money come
from? I am a Baniya's son,
I am a magician, I say you
just eat mangoes. Arvind
Kejriwal said that this time
my focus will be on em-
ployment. Arvind Kejriwal
said that 1 do not work to
take credit, I work to serve
the public.

Arvind Kejriwal cornered
BJP and said that BJP has
clearly written in its
Sankalp Patra that Mohal-
la clinics will be closed. In
the last 5 years, 5 crore

Kejriwal highlights ‘lack of opportunities’ to
slam Centre over Indian students’ death in US

New Delhi

Poor education system and
“lack of opportunities” in
the country are forcing
youths to go abroad, AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal
claimed on Monday, slam-
ming the BJP-led Central
government over the death
of an Indian student in
the US.

The 26-year-old student
from Telangana was al-
legedly shot dead in the US
by unidentified persons.
K Ravi Teja had gone to
the US in 2022 and was
looking for a job after com-
pleting his MS course cight
months ago.

Describing it a “matter
ofgreat concern”, Kejriw-

al demanded the Centre
pay immediate attention to
the incident.

“This news is very sad-
dening, In the past few
months, several incidents
have come to light where

our country’s youth have
been killed abroad. This is
a matter of great concern.
The poor education sys-
tem and lack of opportu-
nities are forcing our
youths to go abroad,” he

wrote in Hindi on X.

“If we provide our
youths with quality edu-
cation and better appor-
tunities in India itself, they
will not need to go abroad.
1 request the central gov-
ernment to pay immediate
attention to this issue,”
Kejriwal added.

The family members of
Teja have urged the Centre
for help in bringing back
his mortal remains as ear-
Iy as possible.

In November 2024, a
22-year-old youth from
Khammam district of
Telangana was shot dead
by miscreants at a gassta-
tion in the United States
where he was working,

people got treatment in Mo-
halla Clinics, Mohalla Clin-
ies will be closed as soon as
the lotus button is pressed.

Kejriwal said that I made
‘water free, after I went to
jail, BIP got huge bills made
in collusion with LG, if AAP
wins then the wrong bills
will be forgiven.

Kejriwal said that as soon
as the lotus button is
pressed, the free bus serv-
ice for women will be
stopped. Arvind Kejriwal
said that after the elections,

under the Mahila Samman
Yojana, women will get Rs
2100 in their accounts. Un-
der the Sanjeevani Yojana,
the elderly need not fear for
treatment. For this, your
son Kejriwal is there, he
will get the treatment done.
Kejriwal said that students
will also be made to travel
free in buses. Along with
this, a 50 percent discount
will be given in Delhi Metro.

Kejriwal said that ten-
ants in Delhi will also get
free electricity and water.
Arvind Kejriwal said that
Dakshina of 18 thousand
willbe given every monthto
the priests, T will get the old
sewer line of Delhi replaced.

The government will give
money to security guards
for RWA. Arvind Kejriwal
said that the law and order
in Delhi is at a standstill.
Arvind Kejriwal said that
you gave the responsibility
of Delhi to a small man like
me 10 years ago. I don't
know what you saw in me.

Noida Authority to
set up dog shelter

Noida

The Noida Authority, to
address the rising number
of dog bite cases in the
city, will set up a new dog
shelter in sector- 50 along
with the expansion of the
existing dog shelter in sec-
tor 34. Each shelter will
have the facility to take
care of about 25 dogs.

According to sources,
these special shelters will
focus on the treatment
and behaviourial correc-
tion of stray dogs. Dogs
will be kept in these cen-
tres for 15 days, where
they will be given rabies
vaccination and special
behaviourial training, Af-

ter treatment, the dogs
will be released back to
their original place.

is expansion is being
done due to lack of space
in the shelter of sector-34
which was started in June
last year. In these shelters,
proper arrangements have
been made for first aid,
vaceination, food and ac-
commodation for the
dogs. Currently, in-
jured dogs are being treat-
ed at the animal shelter lo-
cated in sector-g4. Tender
has been issued for the
construction of a new
shelter and construction
work is likely to start from
February.

BJP accuses Kejriwal of neglecting 50,000 flats for the poor

New Delhi

In a sharp critique of former
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, BJP state unit
chief Virendra Sachdeva al-
leged that 50,000 flats con-
structed for the poor were
allowed to fall into disrepair
due to Kejriwal's insistence
on renaming them after
himself and seeking per-
sonal credit for the Central
Government's housing proj-
ect.

Sachdeva, who visited the
flats in Bawana, North West
Delhi, claiimed that the Cen-
tral Government had allo-
cated Rs 12,000 crore to
build these houses for san-
itation workers and the un-
derprivileged.

However, despite serving

three terms as Chief Minis-
ter, Kejriwal allegedly neg-
lected the allocation of these
flats, instead making emp-
ty promises of construct-
ing new ones.

Assuring the public of ac-
tion under a BJP-led gov-

ernment, Sachdeva vowed
that the party would restore
the flats, just as the Central
Government had provided
quality housing for 4 crore
citizens across India.

He emphasized that the
“Swabhimaan Apartments,”

Sachdeva, who vis-

ited the flats in
Bawana, North
West Delhi,
claimed that the
Central Govern-
ment had allo-
cated Rs 12,000
crore to build
these houses for
sanitation workers
and the underpriv-
ileged.

built for Delhi’s underpriv-
ileged by the Central Gov-
ernment, stood in stark con-
trast to the Kejriwal gov-

ernment’s failure to allo-
cate sufficient funds for
their renovation. Accord-
ing to Sachdeva, a depart-
‘mental request for Rs 250
crore to repair the flats was
ignored, with only Rs 1 lakh
allocated instead.
Accusing Kejriwal of
treating the poor merely as
avote bank, Sachdeva said,
“Today, we inspected the
dilapidated flats, which are
a consequence of Kejriw-
al's obstinacy and political
rivalry, thereby exposing
his double standards.”
Accompanied by North
‘West Delhi MP Yogendia
Chandolia, Sachdeva live-
streamed the visit to show-
case the grim state of the
flats. The BJP leaders high-

lighted issues such as dam-
aged walls, poor mainte-
nance, and dense over-
growth of wild plants and
weeds around the premises.

Addressing the media,
Chandolia eriticized the Ke-
jriwal government for its
perceived injustice toward
the  underprivileged.
“Arvind Kejriwal failed to
deliver on his promises and
acted in ways detrimental to
the welfare of the poor dur-
ing his tenure,” he said.

‘The BJP leaders strongly
condemned the alleged
waste of public funds and
reiterated their commit-
ment to addressing the
housing needs of Delhi’s
underprivileged if voted to
power.

AAP indulging in
politics based on
false promises: Gupta

New Delhi

‘Ahead of the Delhi assembly
elections, Leader of the Op-
position in the Assembly Vi-
Jjender Gupta accused the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) of
indulging in politics based
on false promises.

During his padyatra on
Monday, Gupta, who is the
BJP's candidate from the
Rohini Assembly con-
stituency, said, “The AAP is
indulging in politics based
on false promises and ad-
vertisements. The AAP gov-
ernment has misled the peo-
ple of Delhi in the past 10
years.”

He said despite the AAP
government ‘s tall claims
about improvement in wa-
ter, electricity, education,
and healtheare, the prob-
lems remain unresolved.
“Government schools and
hospitals are in poor condi-
tion. Mohalla Clinics are a
mere eyewash. The issue of |
pollution and drinking wa-
ter remained unsolved,” he
pointed out.

The leader of the Opposi-
tion highlighted the devel-
opment initiatives under-
taken by the Central gov-
ernment under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, particular-
Ty for Delhi and Rohini. He
emphasised key M:hcmes
like the to

ities, which have directly
benefited the region's resi-
dents. Appealing to the pub-
lic to vote for his party, Gup-
ta said, “This election is
about development and
making Delhi clean, beanti-
ful, and empowered.

PUBLIC NOTICE

General publicis hereby in-
formed that Mrs, Manisha
W/o Mr. Sudheer Kumar own-
er of Plot Land area 100 5q.
yds., part of Khasra no. 44/1'&
44/2 & 43 & 50, at Mohalla
Pahad Mandi known as Govin-
dpuri Kankar Kheda, Meerut,
U.P. vide Sale Deed dated
08.10.2013, doc na. 6236, ex-
ecuted by Sardar Hardharshan
Singh S/o late Sardar Sohan
Singh Malhotra & Sardar
Manjeet Singh /0 late Sardar
Kuldesp, SR-Meerut-V, and
sald property to be financed
by AU Small Finance Bank Ltd,
if anybody has any charge/in-
terest/title/third Party in the
said property of any kind of
dispute kindly inform the un-
dersigned in writing and with
proof on the below men-
tioned address, failing which
and | am aware thatin case
default with the mortgage
property that all borrower /
Owners are responsible for
the same.

Gautam

Advocate

Narela, Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, Ufjwala Yo-
janaand the free ration dis-
tribution initiative, illus-
trating how these welfare
programs have benefitted
the common people.

He also mentioned the
special funding provided by
the Narendra Modi Gov-
ernment for Delhi’s devel-
opment, improvement in
traffic systems, and the ex-
pansion of healtheare facil-

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
[General Public isherebyn- |
formed that Mrs, Akanksha
Mehta is Selling Entire Ground
Floor without roof rights part
of Proparty No. 73, area
measuring 125 sq. yrds., in
Block C-3, situated in the lay-
out plan of Wazirpur Residen-
tial Scheme, Ashok Vihar,
Phase-|l, New Delhi (HEREIN
AFTER REFERRED AS THE
“SAID PROPERTY"), That origi-
nal papers of the above said
property |e. Original Death
Certificate Of Mrs. Kesra Devi.
Original Sale Deed dated
07.04.2005 executed by Mr.
Love Devin favourof Mr.
Ramesh Chand in relation to
Entire Ground floor without
roof rights, Plot no. 73, Block
1n0.C-3, Area measuring 125
9. yrds,, duly regd., as Doc
no. 12569, Book na.1, Vol
10.6132 pages 141-147 dated
07.04.2005. Original Sale
Deed dated 16.09.2005 exe-
cuted by Mr, Ramesh Chand
in favour of Mr. Gurcharan
Mehta and Mrs. Rama Mehta
in relation to Entire Ground
Floor without roof rights of
Plotno. 73, Block no.C-3, Area
measuring 125 sq. yrds,, duly
regd., as Doc no, 30001, Book
o1, Vol no, 6808 pages 170-
176 dated 16.09.2005,
are missinganywhere. A miss-
inginfarmation/NCR to this
effect has already been
lodged with Delhi Police Crime
Branch bearing LR No.
2510239/2023 Dated-
20.01.2025. it is hereby noti-
fied that any person or entity,
firm/Company, bank,
HUF/member of HUF, finan-
cial institution, having any
claim any charge, interest or
lien or deem on the basis of
above documents and/or ob-
jection to thereof,
he/she/they may lodge notify
thy t

Shop no. 3, Property no. 126,
Lal up

General Public s hereby in-
formed that my clients Sh.
Pawan Kumar C/o Sh. Devi
Chand and his wife Smt. Suni-
ta R/o House No. 104-105, up-
per ground floor, Bek-1, pock-
et-3 sector-16, Rohini North
West Delhi, Delhi-110089
have severed al| relationships
and disowned/debarred their
Son Vineet Mittal C/o Pawan
Kumar from their movable an
immovable property. That Vi-
neet Mittal disobeyed and
quarrels and left his old age
parents along with against the
wishes of my clientsand other
family members. That my
clients have no concern what-
soever with their son. They
are not responsible in any
manner for the acts, deeds
and conducts of their son.
That anybody Deals with
them shall bear at his own risk
and cost.

ROBIN BHARDWAI

Advocate

Ch. No. 703, Lawyer's Cham-
ber Block Rohini Courts Com-
plex, Delhi-110085

PUBLIC NOTICE

That myclient Mr. Chandpal,
S/o Sh. Buja Ram, R/o WZ-
381, Harijan Calony, Near
Ram Mandir, Tilak Nagar,
West Delhi-110018, had sev-
eredall his refations with his
son namely Mr. Sanjeev Ku-
mar as he is out of control of
my client and my client had
debarred him from all his
moveable and immoveable
properties. My client shall not
be liable for his acts, decisions
& deeds.

DEEPAK SHARMA
ADVOCATE

Chamber No. 850, Dwarka
Court, Sector-10, Dwarka,
New Delhi-75

Tondar Notice No, ELD-125-WC-OT-
13A:24 Dated : 16.01.2025. E-lander
is invitod by the Sr. Divisional Elecrical
Engineer (TRD), Easter Ralway, DRIM
Building, near Raiway Station, Howrah-

711101 against Tender No, ELD-125-
WC-OT-13A-24 for the following work

Name of the work with its location
: Renovation of Switching Posts at

Hoeghly in Howrah-Bandel section
in Howrah Division of Easlern
Railway. Approx. Cost of the Werk:
24.25,48.118.00; Cost of Tender Form:
M- Eamest WoneyfBld Securiy to

with documentary
proof/court judgment within
07 days from the date of this
publication on Email-Dhar-
mendarkamti09@gmail.com
of undersigned, failing which
any such claim/objection shall
be deemed to be nulland
void..

Kanti & Singh

Advocates

Address: A2/162 & 163 Low-
er Ground Floor, Safdarjung
Enclave Saouth Delhi-110029

Followus at | .@ammkzim

Perte ot tha Womke 341 (Twanty Fmrr)
Manths from e date of issue of LOA
Tender Closing Date & Time:
10.02.2025, 15.00 hrs. Opening of
‘Tender : Tander will be opened at any
lime after clasing of tender. Tenderers
may visit wabsite - www.ireps.gov.in
for full details/ fication
of the lenders and submit their bid
onfine. Manual offers are ot allowed
against this tender and any manual offer
if r2ceived shall nol be arcepled and
will be summarly refected.
HWH-55412024-25

o ot oo bt st webles:
i e g govio

@ Eastern Railway Headquarter
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Delhiites will secure their children’s future

by voting for

New Delhi

unjab Chief Minis-

ter Bhagwant

Mann held mega

roadshows in Mod-
€l Town, Badli, and Rohini
assembly constituencies,
urging support for AAP can-
didates. The Punjab CM
ighlighted Arvind Kejriw-
al’s focus on schools, hos-
pitals, electricity, and water,
contristing it with the BIPS
empty promises. Despite
Amit Shah's efforts in Del-
hi's last elections, the BIP
failed to win.

Meanwhile, senior AAP
leader and Punjab’s Finance
Minister, Harpal Cheema
led a Jansabha in Mru]
Bagh Assemb

Bh Mann stated

cy today and l’uumh s Edu-
cation Minister Harjot
Singh Bains led a padvatra
in Bijwasan Assembly con-
stitueney

Seeing the over

that gx:uplc have grown to
dislike politicians becanse
they have destroyed the
country. He asserted, “But
Arvind Kejriwal talks about
schools, hospitals, infra-

support during his road-
show in Model Town, Pun-
jab CM Bhagwant Mann
me feel like
there's no need for me to
our support speaks
for itself.”

structure, electricity, and
water. Meanwhile, others
make hollow promises like
depositing Rs. 15 lakh in
vour aceounts. Now, they're
ing theyll give Rs.
2,500."

e

He appealed to the sup-
porters and said the mo-
ment you press the ‘jhadu’
button, it’s as if you've en-
trusted the next five years of
your children’s future into
Arvind Kejriwal's hands. He
is someone who shapes des-
tinies.

“But don't give your chil-
dren’s futureinto the wrong
hands—those who only take
from you. They llhl\l l.|lk

are not

create divisions. Wi
about fighting; we believe in
unity. These divisive peo-
ple—why are they dividing
us? We are not here to talk
about fights; weare here to

talk about education,” the
Punjab CM asserted.
Bhagwant Mann stated,
“If each of your family
members casts their vote,
the vietory is certain. If two

about ed:

or three members of your

DelhiMetro - AAP, BJP ruined lives of people

warns of

longer queues 1N Delhi, says Rajeev Shukla

il 0

Anmmlmd that the CISF
has intensified security
checks in view of Republic
Day, which may lead to
quencs at some stationsdur-
ing peak hour:
DMRCofficial stated that, in
light of the enhanced secu-
rity arrangements ahead of
Republic Day, the CISF has
further infensified passenger
security checks across metro
stations until January 27.

“This may result in queves
at some metro stations, es-
pecially during peak hours,
until this period. Therefore,
passengers are advised to
plan their journey accord-
ingly and allow for som
additional time for the
commute during th
he official said.

hey also urged passen-

gersto cooperate with secu-
rity personnel during the
checks,

e

A senior it”

New Delhi
Senjor Con; s leader
jeev Shukla on Mon-
day said people of the na-
tional capital have taken a
pledge to vate for the
grand old party in the up-
coming assembly elections
as the BJP and the AAP
“ruined” their lives

elfa
Addressing a press
ference at the party’s

N
s Del-
hi office, he said due to
the fight between the AAP
and BJP for taking “cred-

for the work done by
the previous Congress
government, the city has
suffered terrible damage
in civic infrastructure and
development.

The Congress MP as-
serted that because of the
squabbling and shadow
hoxing between the AAP
and BJP, the poor have
suffered the worst with
the flats constructed for
thur relocation remain-
ing unallotted
Shukla claimed that that
the previous Congress
government at the Centre
had constructed 52,344
flats at a cost of Rs
2,415.82 crore under the

Jawaharlal Nehru Urban

Renewal Mission at 14 ar-
eas in the national capital,
but it was unfortunate
that despite completing
35,744 flats many vears
ago, only 4,883 flats were
allotted and 30,303 flats
ready for allotment still
remain vacant due to the
clash between AAP and
BJP. Attacking the AAP
and BJP, he further said
taking “credit” for the
work of others has been a
habit of the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi and BIP-led
government at the Centre.

The schemes imple-
mented by the Congress
for the uplift of the poor
and the marginalised were
now being appropriated
by AAP and BJP, and they
were also reeveling them
to mislead the voters
ahead of the Delhi As-

sembly elections, alleged
Shukla.

On air pollution, the
Congress MP said Delhi
air has become so toxic

household vote, the candi-
date will surely win. We are
peoaple who have risen from
among you, and true gov-
ernance is done by those
who win hearts. Just having
a crown doesn't make same-
onealeader—after all, even
a rooster has a crown o
head! When Arvind K
wal asks me where I went,
U'll tell him, ‘I went to Kam-
la Market.” He'll ask, "How
was the response?’ I'll say,
‘Tt was fantastic”.”

During his roadshow in
Badli, Bhagwant Mann
urged supporters to ensure
that Delhi records the high-
est voter turnout for AAP
this time. He said, “If you
deliver on this promise, I
tell my party chief that you
kept your word, By 8;01 am
on the 8th, results will start
coming in. Remember to
'jlmdu' button on
v. Don't Jook at
y other button, or it might
bring misfortune. These cor-
rupt people’s symbols
should not even catch your
eye”

Bhagwant Mann said,
“There's immense enthus

jhadu’ again: Bhagwant Mann

asm across Delhi, similar to
what 1 witnessed in Punjab
in 2022, Delhiin 2020, and
2015. Parvesh Verma is dis-
tributing shees and mon-
ey—does he think lh-lhmm
are for sale? Democra
o't for Arvind Kej
al, a three-time MLA from
New Delhi, will win again,
setting records, and secur-
ing over 60 seais. Even
Home Minister Amit Shah
distributed pamphlets last
time but couldn’t win. Del-
hiites will never support
those spreading hatred.
AAP doesn’t just lead in
surveys, it forms govern-
ments.”

Bhagwant Mann high-
hghlyd “lndm Delhi's elec-

Punjab, 90% of households
alsoget zero bills. Clean in-
tentions make it possible.
PM Modi mocked Arvind

Kejriwal's free ‘revdis’ but
promised Rs. 2,500 to
women after Arvind Kejri-
wal announced Rs. 2100,
They call our schemes
‘revdis,’ but now they're
handing out papads them-
selves.”

BJP, AAP play politics of
polarisation of communities
for political gains : Khurshid

Staff Reporter

New Delhi
Former Union Mini
Salman Khurshid has ac-
cusedthe BJP and the AAP
of playing politics of polar-
isation of communities for
political gains.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Monday,
Khurshid said that Congress
s all without any dis-
x:['imimlh'on, He said there
are poor, middle class and
rich among minorities fike in
other communities, and
Congress does not play ap-
peasement palitics.

He said that former CM
Arvind Kejriwal promised
that Pujaris and Granthis
will be given Rs 18,000 per
month if AAP returns to
power, but why make such a
promise now as Pujaris and
Granthis do puja every day,
why they were denied such
honorariums £l now?

Khurshid said that Kejri
wal misled the Dalits with his
Ambedkar  Scholarship
Scheme, announced in 2020,
but due to fund shortage,
Dalit students were not sent
abroad. He said that only Rs
25 lakh was distributed in

scholarships, but spent Rs 5

the communal viokence in
Jahangirpari and East Del-
you neither visited the af-
2 nor spoke pub-

in favour of the vie-
ed and vulnerable com-
munities. As the then Chief
Minister of Delhi, why did
you maintain silence? What
steps have you taken since
then i address the problems
of the affected commumities
and restore their confidence
— especially in areas like Ja-
hangirpuri and East Delhi?
Khurshid further said the
Bilkis Bano case transcend-

shocked the sensil
the country. But then AAP
deputy chief minister Man-
ish Sisodia had clearly re-
sed to condemn that
shameful incident or make
any comment on it. Thi
serious questions
about AAP's commitment
towards justice.

Why didn't AAP do any-
thing to hold those respon-
sible for that case account-
able or show solidarity with
the victim?

Udit Raj, priests protest near Kejriwal’s
residence over honorarium demand

ew Delhi
Former Lok Sabha MP
and Congress leader Udit
Raj, along with several
priests staged a protest
on Monday near the resi-
dence of Aam Aadmi P

Buddhist
priests of Guru Ravidas
and Lord Valmiki mn-
ples.

The protesters alleged
that the protest was
heduled at Jantar Man-
but police did not al-

that people cannot low the gathering.

breathe easily, and respi- They said Kejriwal has
ratory illnesses have be- i salary for
come the new ‘norma granthis and Hindu

Referring to the five

priests, but why not for

ed by

the Congress, he said the
voters have faith in the
Congress as the party will
fulfil its promises of Rs
2,500 to women under
the Pyari Didi Yojna, Rs
25 lakh health insurance
to all, Rs 8,500 monthly
scholarships for unem-
ploved, educated youth
for their skill develop-
ment, Rs 500 cooking gas
per eylinder along with a
ration kit and 300 units of
free power.

Delhi HC seeks police stand on plea
over preservatlon of case diaries

N
The Delh Court on
Monday sought the stand
of police on the issue of
preservation of case di-
aries of a probe against ac-
tivist Devangana Kalitain
a February 2020 riots
case.

Arguing before Justice
Vikas Mahajan, Kalita's
counsel said in view of an
order of the high court
directing preservation of
the record, the prosecut-
ing agency must show
how it was done.

“File a response,” the
court said and posted the
heaning on January 31.

Kalita moved the high
court last year alleging
the police added “ante-
ements to the
case diary, which was im-
ble in law and
rection to “re-
construct” and “preserve”
the document,

On December 2 last
vear, the high court
passed an order directing
“the case dairies involved
in the present case be pre-
served by the respondent”.

Kalita moved the
high court last year
alleging the police
added “antedated”
statements to the
case diary, which
was impermissible
in law and sought
a direction to “re-
construct” and
“preserve” the
document.

On Monday, Kalita's
counsel informed before
the trial court, the prose-
cution took a stand that
the case diaries were part
of the palice file retained
by the trial court

Let a report be filed to
show how they have com-
plied with the high cournt's
direction, he argued.

Kalita in her plea be-
fore high court challenged
a trial court order which
refused to summon the
s diary.

The police had opposed
the request on the ground
it would further delay the
matter.

The trial court said it
could not look into the
truthfulness and veracity
of her alle;
raised a “suspicion on the
version of the investigat-
ing agency” and asked her
to raise the issue at an
appropriate stage

The northeast Delhi vi-
alence left 53 dead and
about 700 injured.

ddhist monks, priets of

Valmiki, Guru Ravidas

Yogi Adityanath
to hold 14 rallies
for BJP in Delhi

rw Delhi
The BJP leade:

rand Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Aditvanath will hold
14 poll rallies and public
programs in the national
capital, starting from.Jan-
uary 23, while campaign-
ing for the party in the
Delhi assembly elections.

As per the top sourcein
Delhi BJP, “UP CM Yogi
Adityanath will play a cru-
cial role in eampaigning
in Delhi for BJP. His pres-
ence as UP CM in Delhi
will impaet voters who
have a UP background.
Yogi will do 14 rallies and
public programs starting
from 2grd January.”

The source further told
ANI, "UP CM will cam-
paign in areas like Ghonda,
Shahdra, Dwarka. Bi-
jwasan, Palam, Rajender
Nagar, Patel nagar and
others, These areas are
said to be papulated with
people with UP back-
ground.”

Meanwhile, Union Min-
ister Arjun Ram Meghwal
on  Sunday criticised
Arvind Kejriwal, claiming
that the former Delhi Chief
Minister made hypoeritical
statements before his par-
ty came to power and that
his deceptiveness now
stands exposed.

The minister s
earlier Kejriwal claimed
that he would notlive in a
government house while
being Chief Minister and
would not take any securi-
ty, et he said the former
CM has both of these
things.

and even the Church?
“Under the leadership of
Udit Raj, a protest was
scheduled at Jantar Man-
tar for a monthly salary of
Rs 18,000 for Buddhist
monks, priests of Guru
Ravidas and Lord Valmi-
ki, but the police did not
allow the gathering,” a

protester claimed.

The protesters further
said that they rescheduled
the demonstration near
Kejriwal’s residence at
Ferozshah Road.

On Sunday, Raj accused
Kejriwal of being
Dalit”, saying that whlir
his party announced a

scheme to provide a
monthly hono m to
temple priests and gurd-
wara granthis, it left out
priests of Valmiki and
Ravidas temples,

On Monday, bhikshus’
and priests of Valmiki and
Ravidas temples will
protest against the AAP to
demand that they be cov-
ered under the party's
proposed scheme, the for-
mer MP had said.

On December 30, Kejri-
wal announced that the
AAP would give a a
monthly honorarium of
Rs 18,000 to temple
priests and gurdwara
granthis under the ‘Pu-
jari Granthi Samman Yo-
jana’ if it returns to pow-
er in Delhi in the upeom-
ing assembly polls.

AAP tops list of candidates
with criminal records: BJP

Dethi
BJPleader Shehzad Poon-
awalla alleged that the
Aam Aadmi Party, which
onee claimed it wonld not
allow criminals in the as-
sembly to ensure the pas-
sage of strict laws, had
fielded the highe
ber of candidates with
eriminal records.

He claimed AAP had
that nearly 60% of candi-
dates with criminal
records, followed by Con-
gress. He said this re-
flected yet another U-turn
by the party.

“Aam Aadmi Party used
to say that they do not
want criminals in their
assembly because crimi-
nals will not be able to
pass important and strict
laws... But when the list

(of candidates) was re-
Teased, it was found that
Aam Aadmi Party has the
highest number of people
with criminal records
nearly 60%

followed by
This mea
mi Party has
taken a U-turn once
again...,” he said.

On Sunda;
leased a list of go-star
campaigners, it includes
party leaders, including

i

Minister Bhagwant \Ednn
former Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia, for-
mer Delhi mayor Shelly

Oberoi, AAP's RS MP
Raghav Chadha have been
included inthe li

On Sunday, AAP re-
leased a list of 40-star
campaigners, it in-
cludes party leaders,
including Chief Minis-
ter Atishi, national
convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal, Punjab Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann,
former Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Siso-
dia, former Delhi
mayor Shelly Oberoi,
AAP’s RS MP Raghav
Chadha have been in-

cluded in the list.
—

Various other leaders,
such as Sandeep Pathak,
Pankaj Gupta, Sateynder
Jail, Harbhajan Singh,
Saurabh Bhardwaj Imran
Hussain, and Mukesh
Ahlawat have heen also
included.

The BJP on Thursday
released its fourth list of
nine candidates for the
polls, thus declaring 68

of the 70 names, leaving
two seats for its allies.
While the Congress had
declared 68 candidates
out of Delhi’s 70 assembly

he Delhi Assembly
clections are going to be
held in a single phase on
February 5, with counting
to be done on Februsry 8.
A three-
on the card
tween the ruling AAP, BJP
and Congress. Congress,
which v power for 15
consecutive years in Del-
hi, has suffered setbacks
in the last two assembly
elections and has failed
to win any seat. AAP dom-
inated the 2020 assem-
bly elections by winning
62 out of 70 seats while
the BJP got eight seats.




Crackdown
on counterfeit
Kashmiri
handicrafts
intensifies

Jammu:

ale of counter-

ashmiri handicrafts
to tourists, the Hand-
icrafts and  Handloom
Department on Monday
issued a stern wurnm;, to
showroom owners in the
Kashmir Valley.

They were instructed
to refrain from selling
machine-made  items
under the guise of gen-
uine handmade prod-
ucts, failing which strict
action under the Tourist
Trade and Quality Con-
trol Acts will be taken.

A spokesperson for
the Handicrafts and
Handloom Department
revealed that numerous
complaints have been
reccived regarding the
sale of machine-made
Turkish carpets false-

ly labeled as authentic
kuthn‘

hand-knotted
This practice
shed the rich
of Kashmir's

5.
"Allll\)., promptly, sev-
eral  showrooms have
been inspected, and un-
labelled machine-made
plmlun,ts have been con-

ed,” the spokes-
person stated.
Bta  Epakespeison

further disclosed  that
the Central Inspection
Squad from the Quality
Control wing has been
directed to intensify in-
speetions of showrooms
il ar City, as well
as along tourist routes
to Gulmarg, Pahalgam,
and other loeations. The
aim is to clamp down on
traders misrepresenting
machine-made goods as
handmade Kashmiri art.

To promote the sale
of authentic handmade
roducts, stakeholders
have been encouraged
to approach the Hand-
wrufr and Handloom
Department for GI tag-
ging, testing, and certi-
fication of their goods at
institutions such as CDI
and IICT. This initiative
seeks to enhance cus-

o

tomer satisfaction and
safeguard the rich cul-
tural heritage of Kash-
mir.

“The department l'l.l-i

eay pamtv of Im m] made
produc particularly
at the Pashmina Testing
and Quality Ce i
tion Centre at CDI,”
spokesperson added,

He also  highlighted
and na-
IEC ecam-
aimed at en-
2 customers
on purchasing
labeled, certified hand-
made products,

ongoing local

tional-level

paigns
zin;
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Suggestions from mothers & sisters will play a key
role in empowering women in upcoming budget‘ CM

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh:

m'\ na Chief
ter  Nayab
Slm,h Saini

1l under the leader-
sl ||a of Prime Minister
arendra Modi, both
lhc “Central and Harya-
na Governments are ac-
tively working towards
empowering women. He
said that the govern-
ment's goal is to ensure
women become key con-
tributors to the nation’s
development.

The Chief Minister
expressed confidence
that the suggestions
provided by women
!odny would play an
important role in fur-
ther empowering and
strengthening women
inthe up(’onu budget.

Nayab Smgﬁ Salnl
was speaking during
the sixth pre-budget
consultation with wom-
en for Budget 2025-26,
held in Panchkula here
on Monday.

A total of 35 women,
playing leading roles
across various fields,
Eaniripaled in the pre-
udget consultation
and shared their sug-
gestions with the Chief
Minister. The women
who contributed ideas

. Ll i

included  Anganwadi
workers, members of
self-help groups, Drone
Didi, Lakhpati Didi,
representatives  from
NGOs, progressive
women farmers, and
women _entrepreneurs.
In addition, young
women from Haryana
who took part in the
Prime Minister's Vikasit
Bharat Young Leaders
program in New Delhi
on Swami Vivekanan-
da Jayanti also shared
their valuable sugges-
tions.

Nayab Singh Saini
hl&hl’lghtad that the
Prime Minister has an-
nounced a provision for
33 percent reservation
for women in the Lok

Sabha and State Assem-
blies by 2029, aimed at
ensuring greater female
pnmrlpatlon in the na-
tion's development and
Frov:dm;, them with
eadership  opportuni-
ties. He further men-
tioned that the Haryana
government is commit-
ted to empowering and
making women self-re-
liant. To achieve this
goal, the state govern-
ment has implemented
several ambitious initi-
atives,

The

jief Minister
said that in order to re-
alize the concept of an
inclusive budget, the
state government is
actively seeking sug-
bFShOIIS from various

Central expert team visits J&K
village to probe 17 mystery deaths

expert team constitute
by Union Home Minister
Amit Shah reached the
Badhaal village on Mon-
day where 17 people, in-
cluding 12 children, have
mysteriously died.

The authiorities have
banned community
feasting and sealed a
natural water spring
in the panic stricken
village of the in the Ra-
jouri district near the
Line of Control (LOC).

The 1t-member in-
ter-ministerial  team
has been assigned with
the task of probing the
“mystery” deaths.

The team members,
who were briefed by the
district ddmunsm\non
of RERDLII’I on Sunday,
visited the affected vi
lage this morning 'md
col:ilem ed samples. They
also spoke to the family
members of the

Of the 38 people af-
fected by the mysteri-
ous illness, 17 belonging
to three families have
died since 7 December
when the affected peo-
I)ie started losing their

ives, All six children
of Mohammad Aslam
were among the dead.

Experts from reput-
ed institutions of the

country have not yet
been able to identify
the cause of the deaths.
The Central team head-
ed by a ector-rank
officer, consists of ex-
perts from the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare, Minis of
Agriculture,  Ministry
?Chemi(‘als and Fer-
tilizers and Ministry of
Water Resources. It is
also assisted by experts
from animal husbandry,
food safety and forensic
science labs.

An official said that
the team is accompa-
nied by experts from
some of the most reput-
ed institutions of t

country.
Meanwhile, J&K's
Health Minister Saki-

na Itoo ruled out any
viral infection or com-
municable disease. She

said the test reports so
far have ruled out viral,
bacterial or microbio-
logical infections. How-
ever, experts said rhat
certain neurotoxins”
have been found in the
samples of those who
have died so far.

A Health Department
team has conducted a
door-to-door survey of
over 3,000 residents in
the affected area, col-
lecting and testing sam-
ples of water, food, and
other materials. All test
results, including those
for influenza and other
possible contaminants,
came back negative, of-
ficials said.

The district adminis-
tration also conducted
an aggressive contact
tracing, health inter-
ventions and took 272
samples.

sections of society. The
best suggestions re-
ceived will be incor-
porated into the state
government's  bud; el.
He mentioned that,

the first time, the state
zovernment has intro-
uced a system where
residents can submit
budget-related  sugges-
tions online from the
comfort of their homes.
A dedicated portal has
been created for this
purpose.
. He assured that the
important  suggestions
shared by women dur-
ing today's pre-budget
consultation will be in-
cluded in the upcmmm,
budget. He added that
thousands of sugges-

tions have already been
received through pre-
budget consultations
with  representatives
from various sectors
across the state. He will
soon hold pre-budget
discussions with indus-
trialists in Faridabad
and representatives
from the textile indus-
try in Panipat. Prior to
this, similar consulta-
tions were held with
stakeholders in Guru-
gram and Hisar.

The Chief Minister
said that women today
are not only excelling
in fields such as educ:
tion, agriculture, entre-
preneurship, self-help
groups, and sports but
are also becoming a

source of msplranon
for others. He said that
the government is fully
supporting and assist-
ing women in their en-
deavours. Whether it’s
the launch of the Drone
Didi initiative or the
establishment of San-
jha Bazaars, the gov-
ernment is dedicated
to empowering wom-
en. He shared that last
year, it was suggested
that a market for work-
mF women be created,

llowing them to earn
income by selling their
products and becoming
self-reliant. In response
to this, the state govern-
ment announced the
San,]l\'\ Bazaar scheme
in the 2024-25 budget.

J&K LG Manoj
Sinha registers
for organ
donation

Governor
Manoj Sinha on Mon-
day pledged organ do-
nation by registering
on Ayushman Bharat
Organ Donation Reg-
istry of the Ministry of
Health & Family Wel-
fare, Government of
India.

The State Organ and
Tissue Transplant Or-
ganization (SOTTO)
representatives,  Dr
Elias Sharma, Nodal

Officer, Dr Sanjeev
Puri, Joint Direc-
tor. and Irfan Ahmed
Lone, Transplant
Coordinator, visit-
ed the Raj Bhawan
and handed over the

pledge certificate to
the lieutenant gover-
nor.

Sandeep Jain, Pres-
ident and Monika
Jain, General Secre-
tary of Bharatiya Jain
Sangathan, J&K were
also present on the
occasion.

Earlier, the lieu-
tenant governor had
expressed his  will-

ingness for organ do-
nation during a pro-
gramme organised by
Bharatiya Jain San-
sthan on Sunday.

Har CM announces horticulture college,

hockey astroturf for Naraingarh

Chandigarh:
In a major boost to edu-
cation and sports infra-
structure in the
Hai C

Nayab Singh Saini, on
Monday. announced the
establishment of a Horti-
culture College and Hock-
ey Astroturf in stadium in
the Narsingarh Assembly
constituency.

The college will be
affiliated with Mahara-
ap Horticulture
rsity, Karnal, and
cefed to provide

education
ch opportu-
n lhc field ()f hor-
ilture to the youth of
the region.

Announcing

the in-

stallation of a Hockey
Astroturf at Badagarh
he also stated

stadium,
lhdl i

sure hockey pi\wvn ean
continue their

Lvunn;,fl‘ln. CM made
these announcements
ng a pub-
Narain-

meeting
garh.
Furthermore, he an-
nounced that the state
government will review
the physical report of

‘Naraian  Talab’  and
submit it to the Pond
Authority to ensure its

Central govt pensioners get new offlce in Jammu

Jammu:
The  Central  Gov-
ernment  Pensioners
Welfare  Association,
Jammu, (CGPWA) on
Monday got its new
office at the Residen-
¢y Road Estates Com-

2 behind  Chief
ctary’s  offic
Residence, here,

At a simple but im-
pressive function,
the former Direc-
tor General of Po-
lice, Kuldeep Khnda.
President, GP
and former ADGP SS
Wazir, Patron, for-
mally inaugurated it.
Among those present
included the former
DGP, Dr. Ashok Bhan
and former senior
IAS officer and Gen-
eral Secretary of the

ial

Association, KB Jan-
dial.

Speaking on the
occasion, Khoda de-

seribed the occasion
as momentous as the
Association’s long
struggle for a govern-
ment accommodation
had a happy ending.
On behalf of the pen-

sioners, he conveyed
profound  gratitude
to the Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo for
making it a reality
and recalled meeting
with him where this
issue along with oth-
er matters relallru, to
central government
pensioners were dis-
cussed and suitable
directions were is-
sued.

He supported
idea of taking
some societal qmc

(he

nplementable  pro-
grammes along with
the already taken up
national ones under
the aegis of Pension
Department.

Wazir compliment-
ed the CGPWA's team,
especially Khoda and
Jandial for address-
ing problems of the
pensioners and mak-
ing things possible
for their welfare.

Dr Bhan congrat-
ulated the manage-
ment of CGPWA for

remarkable work
(lune by it and estab-

s office at a
?restiyz,mus ﬁlal‘s be-
itting to the Asso-
ciation and its mem-
bers. He said that
one of the objectives
of the Association is
to promote bonding
between the former
service  colleagues
and work together,
not only to address
ensioners’  issues,
ut to create a happy
and entertaining en-

vironment.

Jandial said that
opening of the office
accommodation  au-

gured well for the as-
pirations of the New
Year. He thanked of-
ficers of Estates De-
artment for their
help and support in
establishing this of-
fice.

He apprised the
members about the
progress of various
pending matters in-
cluding shifting of
Wellness Centre-1 to
new location, trans-
fer of already allot-
ted land at Thanger
to CGHS and issues
with J&K Bank.

Appreciating the
support of the Chief
Secretary to the is-
sues of CGPWA for
redressal, he said the
Chief Secretary is
likely to hold a meet-
ing with our Presi-
dent to take review
of implementation of
his earlier directions.

A large number of
CGPWA members at-
tended the function.

renovation and  resto-
ration. He also declared
the four-laning of the
road from Patarheri to
Shahzadpur-  Narain-
garh,

To improve local in-
frastructure,
allocated

for the re|
ovation of

the CM
Rs 10 crore
air and ren-
PWD roads

repair of roads under
the Marketing Board.

In addition, he als
announced Rs five crore
development
within the

Assembly
constituency. He high-
lighted t communi-

ty centers have already
been  comstructed  in

> m

ill be pro

the remain-

ernment  had
announced the
lishment of a coop-
erati sugar mill in
Naraingarh. Acknowl-
edging the challenges
faced by farmers, he
said that the govern-
ment has actively dis-
cussing their issue and
formed a
under the cf
ship of the Chief Seere-
tary.

The Chief Seccretary
is personally oversee-
ing the issue, and three
meetings have already

been held inthis rﬂ,nrrl
The Chief Ministes

that either the existi 15
mill will be established
as a cooperative sugar
mill, or an alternative
cooperative mill will be
set up. This decision
will be implemented
soon to ensure that the
farmers of Naraingarh
and surrounding areas

do not face any further
difficult

On oceasion,
Saini  al inaugurat-
ed and laid the foun-

dation stone for 10
development  projeets
in the Naraingarh
sembly  constituen:
with a total cost of
43.28 crc f these,
seven projeets worth
Rs =22.23 crore were
inaugurated, and the
foundation stone for
three projects worth
as laid.
inaugurate
include the
construction of several
new link roads, as well
as the widening and
on of  exist-
ing roads. In addition,
the Regional Horticul-
ture Research Centre
i, under
Maharana Pratap Hor-
ticulture University,
Karnal, was also inau-
gurated,

Rs 21.05 erore w
The

Manipur security forces seize
arms cache in Kangpokpi

Imphal:
Sceurity forees  recoy-
ered a large cache of
arms and ammunition
during search and area
domination operations
in the
Ri

Lunkhongjang
New

tion in Me
pokpi D
condueted to bolster

curity in vulnerable
and valley regions.
The scized weapons
included a snipe
several pistols, grenades,
live ammuni

s are erit-
ical in disrupting the
movement  of  armed
groups and preventing
potential violence in the
region,

Kangpokpi, a distriet
often at the center of
seeurity concerns  in
Manipur, has witnessed
sustained efforts by law
enforcement to curb il-

licit activitie:

arms smugg]

legal poppy vullwuhnn.
Recent

to the destruction of
25 acres of illicil
py plantations and the
seizure of contraband,
howeasing the admin-
tration’s resolve to ad-
dress these challenge
Meanwhile,  security
agencies continue to en-
gage in coordinated ef-

forts to dismantle ille;
networks operating  in
the region.

Th development

comes amid ongoing
discussions between
Manipur's Governor and
Union Home M:nr-(cr
Amit Sh
ing_ the

and law-and-order situ-
Local authorities

ilance in areas prone to
unrest.
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Breaking Time

India’s Digital Data Protection

Sudoku
What to do

Children are the most
susceptible demographic
in the online ecosystem.
Their curiosity and lack of
understanding about the
consequences of shar-
ing personal information
often make them prime
targets for cyber exploita-
tion.

Act protects Children

hedigital age has
revolutionised
every aspect of

our lives, from educa-
tion to enlelldmmenl.
While the virtual
world offers unpar-
alleled opportunities
for growth, learning,
and ('onne('lwll\, it
also carries inherent
risks, especially for
vulnerable groups like
children. The Indian
government has tak-
en a significant step
toward safeguarding
these young netizens
with the introduction
of the Digital Person-
al Data Protection
Act, 2023. The accom-
panying Draft Rules,
2025, aim to shield
children from the dig
ital world’s pitfalls by
enforeing stringent
measures for handling
their personal data.
Understanding  the
Risks
Children are the most
seeptible demograph-
ic in the online ccosys-
heir curiosity and
of unders 2
the consequene-

personal
information often make
them prime targets
for cyber exploitation.
From identity theft to
exposure to  harmful
content and  behavio-
ral profiling, the risks
are extensive and mul-
aceted.

Social media plat-
forms, gaming app.
and  even educatlional
portals frequently col-
lect data from minor:
ollgn without adequate

ards. Il||~ d(u.n,

of privacy, fi-

exploitation,
r even emolional and
i harm.

Personal
Protection Rul
introduce  a
framework to
these risks, focusing on

rental  consent, re-
ted data collection,
and stringent content
monitoring.

fi

Parental

Consent

One of the m
mendable pro
the draft rules is the
requirement for verifi-
able parental consent
before processing chil-
dren’s personal data.
Platforms and ser
aimed at minors must
now obtain explicit per-
m on from parents or
guardians before creat-
ing accounts or collect-
ing information.

For instance, when a
child wishes to register
for an online learning
platform or gaming app.
parents will need to
verify their identity and
approve Lhe
ing permis
provision ensures that
control over a child’s
online  presence  lies
ly with the par-
minimising the
risks of predatory tar-

com-

geting and exploitation.
Such are
particule

in preventing behavio-
ral profiling, which can
impact a child's mental
well-being  long-term.
Targeted advertis-
ing based on personal
habits or preferences
can manipulate young
mind shaping their
choices and habits in
ways Lthey do not fully
comprehend.

Safeguarding Data
in Educational Institu-
tions

Schools and allied in-
stitutions are pivotal in
shaping a child’s future.
However, they also de-
pend heavily on data
collection for adminis-
trative and educational
purposes.  Third-party
agencies  oft
out these tasks
ing edueational insli-
tutions w llmllcd
control oy
ities. Recognising th
the draft rules limil

the ocessing of chil-
dren’s data in schools
to essential activities.

For example, tracking
attendance, evaluating
academic performanece,
and ensuring transport
safety are permissible.

However, we strictly
prohibit collecting or

storing  excessive.,  ir-
relevant, or ser ive
information.  Schools

are also encouraged to
adopt  stringent data

security to
prevent sed
access or misuse of

sensitive student infor-
mation. his  ensures
that while technology
supports education, it
does not compromise
the privacy and safety
of students.

The  digital  world
can be a double-edged
sword. While it offers
educational  resour
and entertainment, il
also exposes children to
inappropriate or harm-
ful content. The drafl
rules mandate that data
fiduciaries implement
measures Lo ensure
children cannot access
content thal negativ

This includes
oul materials r
violence,

tent,

mental and emotional
health of children, who
are particularly suscep-
tible to the influence of
harmful digital stimuli.
Moreover, they under-
score the importance of
collaboration belween
regulators and technol-
ogy companies to cr
a safer online environ-
ment.

Shielding Children
from Harmful Content

The internet. while a
treasure trove of infor-
mation, can also expose
children to harmful and
appropriate  con-
he draft rules em-
the role of data
ries-entities 1
ble for handling
sonal  data-in  [(il-
tering out content that
could adversely affect a
child’s mental or emo-
tional well-being.

Platforms must now

cate

implement mechanisms
to restrict a to vi-
olent, explic or oth-

Role of Consent Man-

user-friendly manner.

mentation Challenges
While the draft rules
set a high standard for

is not without challeng-

rifying the identity of

ing innovative solutions

ernment-backed dig

es operating in the dig-
ital domain may find it

systems for business.

Building a Collabc
tive Digital Futu

Protecting  children
in the digital age is
not the sole responsi-
bility of regulators. It
requires collaboration
between policymakers,
technology compani
educators, and parents.
Tech compan
stance, must prioritise
cthical design pra
tices that align with
child safety guidelines.
Schools should educate
udents about online
risks and responsible
internet usage, while
parenls must stay in-
formed and proactive
about their child's dig-
ital interaction

The draft Digital Per-
sonal Data Protection
2025, mark a
hed moment in
Jjourney toward
er digi Iuluru for
children. By
key valnerab
empowering parent
these rules create
framework where chil-
dren can benelit from
technology without fall-
g prey to its darker
aspects.

As the digital land-
seape  conlinues Lo
evolve, the government
must remain vigilant,
updating policies and
frameworks to address
emerging threats. With
concerted efforts with
the stake holders -stu-
dent: paren and
teache India can be-
come a global leader in
child data protection,
selting an example for
other nations to follow.
More than regulations,
the present generation
should be taught how
to use the prophecies of
the digital environment
judiciously and sens

bly.

This has added to chal-
lenges facing the Aam
Aadmi Party, which has
lost much of its shine af-
ter 10 years of incumben-
cy. It has also been hurt
by allegations relating to
the Liquor Scam, which
led to the arrest of its top
Ieaders, including the for-
er. Alle-

Tough Contest Between BJP and AAP in Delhi

11 the big guns
preparing to
contest the Del-

hi polls, for which
only a few days are
left, have filed their
nomination  papers
in the last two days.
The campaigns have
become shrill as
fresh accusations are
made every day and
Election Commis-
sion authorities are
being kept busy with
complaints by three
political parties in the
contest. There is no
more talk of Congress
top leadership being
lukewarm in the con-
test, with the Leader of
the Opposition Rahul
Gandhi and Congress
MP Privanka Gan-
dhi addressing public
rallies in support of
Congress candidates
and attacking former
Chief Minister of Delhi
Arvind Kejriwal.

This has added to
challenges facing the
Aam Aadmi Party,
which has lost much’
of its shine after 10
of incumben-
has also been
h11|1 by allegations
lelatmg to the Lx(‘v
uor Scam, which led
to the arrest of its top
leaders, 1n(‘lud|ng the
former Chief Minis-
ter. Allegations relat-
ing to lavish fittings
in the renovation of
the Chief Minister’s
Residence have also
damaged his reputa-
tion, as when he came
to power he had de-
clared that he would
not use the benefits

wfhich come with the

ce of Chief Minis-

As such, no one
expects the AAP to
sweep the polls as it
did in the last two
elections  for the
Delhi Assembly, in
which the BJP could
get only eight seats,
and the Congress
had no presence in
the Assembly. Kejri-
wal and AAP got more
than fifty per cent of
the votes polled, with
the BJP getting 3 per
cent, and Congress
only four per cent
The BJP hopes to im-
prove its tally because
of the anti-incum-
bency factor hitting
the ruling party AAP.
There is also hope
that Congress may
improve_its tally by
cutting into the AAP

who a
DIA al]:anco of op
position parties, had
an alliance in the Lok
Sabha elections but
are fighting each oth-
this time. Tt is be-
lieved that most of the
gains that
gress party may make
will be at the cost of
AAP. The bitterness
between two former
allies has reached the
extent of Congress
leaders calling the
AAP Convenor an-
ti-national, while AAP
has accused Congress
of being the B Team of
the BJP. To the extent
that Congress for-

er

suppor among Mus-
lims and Dalits.

Congless '\nd fAAP

tun re revived in

Delhi, it will be a gain

for BJP.

The regional par-

5]

support for AAP The
rarties who have spo-

the Con-

reglondl pz\rt\/ which
was in power and had

BJP. Some have even
raised doubts about

DIA alliance in view of
recent dE\ elcpmenls.

the C‘ong)c<< Par

to state Assemblies
held in Gujarat, Har-
yana, Goa, and other
states where it had
no base. Congress is
keen to reclaim the
space in Delhi which
AAP had taken over
by defeating the Con-
gress which had ruled
Delhi for ten years
before AAP came into
icture. So there is no
ove lost between the
two. They are fight-
ing each other in all
States and are main
competltols in Pur

he BJP’s disadvan-
tage is a lack of a local
face who could match
Kejriwal’s popularity.
The BJP argues that
nhdofes not decle

m
ning in Mahar-
ashtra and Haryana.
In addition, AAP has
also announced many
new schemes like al-
lowances for women
and treatment for the
elderly in private hos-
Ellals free of cost. It

es that these will
help them as has been
the case in Madhya
Pradesh and Mahar-
ashtra.

There is little doubt
that it will be a tough
contest between AAP
and BJP with Con-
SFLSQ acnng as a SPOI]'

T ich may win a
few seats_dominated
by minority commu-
nities.

Fill in the gri

correct solution.

so that every row, every column, and every
3x3 box contains the digit 1 to 9. Every puzzie has only

9[3[5]6
\
2 7

1

5 = 7

8 | 1,3 4
6 | 119 ‘3 517181
£ 11|49

THE WISDOM TREE
BY SUVEEN KUMAR

COVERED SIN

It's a bad news that
one day your sin will
be uncover cl but the
good news is that not
all the sins and the
bad news over this
ood news is that you
on’t know which ones
will be uncovered and
which ones will re-
main covered. Your
life becomes miserable
only with one sin un-
covered, imagine how
mlserable your life will
be if all of your sins
are uncovered. You are
never strong enough to
fight your own weak-
ness and never weak
enough to empower
your own rengths.
Life is far forgiving that
we feel. We oppress
it much more than it
does to us, it overlooks
much of our mistakes
than we do to its. We
know the rules of
ife but we never
care to care for
it, it lives with
us in all the
times but we

it bears the scars, it
walks us through from
ground to stars. But
we take it For gmnted
make it no
ingly, fail 1[ z\l impor-
tant routines, push it
to go extreme, force it
to experiment with an-|
ything and everything,
put it through to dam-|
(\gmg situation, drive
it to wrong direction.

We sometimes behave

with life as if it belongs
to someone else, we
sometimes are so cruel
with life as if it is made
of something else. Give
your life a five star as a
Tating if you think it
deserves it, give your
life an exceilent review
if you think it deserves
it, glorify it, magnify 11
ratify it if you thin
eserves it. don’t unf
derrate it don’t over-|
rate it just conflate
it and give your life

b a life that it starts
s

living for lif

never

to Moral:
for it, Every sin
takes anr I RTDOM TR -BY SUVEEN KUMAR is forgiva-
mistakes, and every

, it
fades the pain away,

ble
virtue is meortaL
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NCC cadets should contribute to PM
Modi’s ‘Viksit Bharat’ dream: Rajnath

New Delhi

dra Modi
ex-cadet of the
NCC, Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Monday ex-
horted cadets to contril
o PM Modi's dream of mak-
ing India a ‘Viksit Bharst' by
2047.

Addressing a gatheringof
cadets and officers during
sit 1o the ongoing Re-
public Day National Cadet
Corps (NCC) camp at Dellx
cantonment, Singh also said
that he sees an image of In-
dia in NCC cadets

A total of 2,361 NCC
cadets from across the coun-
try are taking part in the
month-long camp, which
begin on Decenber 30, and
will eulminate with the PM
rally on January 27.

The annual event is also
witnessing the participation
of 917 girl eadets, the largest
contingent so far.

Appreciating the unity
and discipline shown by
cadets at the NCC camp,
the defence minister said,
“India has many bod
ene soul, many branches
but one root, many rays but
one light".

In his address, Singh also
recalled that before foraying
into polities, he himself was
“astudent, a cadet of NCC,
and a physics teacher”.

The energy and enthusi-
asm of the cadets reflect
that India has and will have
a bright future. NCC in-
grains in youth leadership
quality and discipline, he
added.

Singh also spoke of the
“Viksit Bharat' vision of the
government and the role
the cadets can play in real-
ising the ambitious vision
that seeks to make India a

developed nation by the
time it completes 100 years

Praising the NCC's ole in

since its Indep e in and
1947. leadership qualities among
“Our Prime Minister cadets when they areyoung,

Narendra Modi, himself an
adet of the NCC, has
given the vision of VlLill
Bharat’ by 2047. So, its cur-
rent cadets have a respon-
sibility to contribute to hJ:.
‘Viksit Bharat' drea
Singh said.

However, he emphasised
that 'Viksit Bharat' does not
mean merely physical de-
velopment on Jand, but a ho-
listic growth of entire socie-

the defence minister said
there is a “spark within” the
cadets that forges a way of
life for them in such a way
that irrespective of the pro-
fession they will choose lat-
er, they will all contribute to
nation-building,

Singh also recalled his
visit to Taj Mahal Palace
Hotel in Mumbai, a place, he
said, also reminds oneof the
deadly 26/11 terror attacks

Rahul urges Nadda to strengthen public
healthcare infrastructure at all levels

New Delhi
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has written to
Union Health Minister.J P
Nadda and Delhi Chiel
Minister Atishi, flagging
the plight of hundreds of
patients and their family
members huddled on the
footpath and subway out-
side AIIMS here and
sought congrete steps to
resolve this “humanitari-
an crisis”.

The Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha also
urged the central govern-
ment to take concrete
steps to strengthen the
public healtheare system
in the upcoming budget
and increase the neces-
sary resources for it.

Ina post in Hindion X,
Gandhi said, “I have writ-
ten letters to the Chiefl

provide better facilities to
the patients and their
families coming to Delhi
ATIMS from all over the

country.” “Recently | saw
that in freezing cold these
peaple are forced to sleep
in the subway under the
metro station, where there
isno provision of drinking
water or a toilet. There
are heaps of garbage lying
around. The arrival of
such a large number of
patients to Delhi AIIMS
also shows that people are
not getting affordable and
good quality health f
ities where they li
Gandhi said.

1 hope that taking cog-
nizance of my letter, the
Chief Minister of Delhi
and the Union Health
Minister will take imme-
diate steps to resalve this
humanitarian crisis,” he
said.

In his letter to Nadda,
Gandhi said he wants to
bring to his attention “the
distressing situation” out-
side AlIMS, Delhi and
went on to add that dur-
ing his t visit to the
area he was saddened to
see hundreds of patients
and their family members
huddled on the footpath
and in the subway in the
bitter winter cold, with
only thin blankets to pro-
tect them without drink-
ing water or sanitation fa-
cilities.

“Many of these patients
travel from across the
country, spend their Tife
savings, and wait for

While AlIMS Delhi
delivers excellent
and affordable
care, the condition
of patients and
their families
shows that health-
care is still out of
reach for crores of
Indians, he said in
his letter dated
January 18.

months on end for med-
ical care at India’s pre-
mier medical institution.
1 am sure you will agree
that no one should face
such hardship, especially
while already battling se-
rious medical conditions,”
he said.

While AIIMS Delhi de-
livers excellent and af-
fordable care, the condi-
tion of patients and their
families shows that
health-care is still out of
es of Indi-
in his letter

“As public representa-
tives, we must all work
together to address these
issues. 1 urge you to take
immediate and timely
steps to address the situ-
ation at ALIMS Delhi, The
government of India
should work with the Al-
IMS leadership, the Gov-
ernment of Delhi and
charitable organizations

to provide heating, bed-
ding, water, and shelter to
patients and expand per-
manent facilities for ac-
commodation,” Gandhi
said in his letter to Nadda.
In addition, reducing
the long wait times would
help reduce patients’ un-
certainty, he said.
the larger
s that Al-
s overbur-
dened because crores of
people donot have access
ta affordable and high-
quality healtheare where
they live. I urge you, as
Health Minister, to recog-
nise and address this sys-
temic issue,” Gandhi said
As a first step, the new
AIMS facilities across the
country should be opera-
rinn'ﬂi:od at the earliest,
he sai
'In .«uh]nlmu the public
healtheare infrastructure
should be strengthened

at all levels, from primary
to tertiary, in partnership
with state governments.
Central healthcare

such as Ayush-
man Bharat should be re-
uumd to reduce pam-nt

vestment in public health-
care. 1 request your
prompt intervention on
this pressing humanitari-
an issue. You have my full
support in any endeavour
ta reduce the suffering of
countless patients and
their families,” the Con-
gress leader said.

In his letter to Atishi,
Gandhi urged the Delhi
government to take im-
mediate and timely steps
this winter. “More per-
manent solutions to ac-
commodate patients by
building and expanding
permanent facilities
should also be explored,
in partnership with Al-
IMS and the Government
of India, as well as chari-
table organisations,” he
said.

“I request your prompt
intervention on this press-
ing humanitarian issue.
You have my full support
in any endeavour to re-
duce the suffering of
countless tients and
their families,” Gandhi
said.

The Congress leader on
Thursday had met several
patients and their families
camping on the roads,
footpaths and subw
around the ATTMS and en-
quired about their prob-
lems and grievances. He
had accused the Centre
and the Delhi government
of showing “insensitivity”
towards them

Most of the patients and
their family members had
complained to him about
the lack of a place to stay
while getting their treat-
ment done and a long
waiting time for appoint-

ments at the AIIMS
Many of them also com-

plained of being left with

no option but to get med-
Al ¢

able to get those done at
the AIIMS
Gandhi had claimed on

mulh ns pos
panding eligibi
pitals enrolled, and con-
ditions covered,’
mer Congress chief said.

The sharp rise in the
costs of private health-
care also deserves detailed
scrutiny, he said.

“1 hope the Government
will use the npeoming
Budget to review its over-
all approach, and sub-
stantially increase its in-

day that the nation-
al healtheare system has

in that city in 2008,

He also mentioned the
last words spoken by Major
Sandeep Unnikrishnan be-
fore he laid down his life
while battling the terrorists
in the attack

“That was his (Maj Un-
nikrishnan's) leadership
quality (shown during the
combat),” thedefence min-
ister told the cadets, ex-
horting them to become
leades life.

Singh also exhorted them
to “thinkbig” and never get
disheartened in life, nor
have a narrow-minded
thinking,

“A person becomes sig-
nificant in life not by virtue
of the big posts one holds,
but by the human qualities
they have,” he said.

“There is a need to move
forward by breaking free
from shackles of thoughts,”
he said, and urged people to
never harbour conceit

Earlier, he was accorded a
weloome by a group of cadets
drawn from all three wings af
the NCC and later also re-
viewed a guard of honour
given by them at the venue.

The defence minister also
handed Raksha Mantri
Padak and Commendation

Cards to several NCC cadets,
chosen for their exemplary
performance and devotion o
duty, at an investiture cere-
mony held during his visit.

Singh also visited the Tlag
Area’and i d with a

SC directs Atul Subhash'’s
wife to produce minor
son through VC

few cadets.

On Saturday, Minister of
State for Defence Sanjay Seth
visited the NCC camp and
landed cadets as “ambas-
sadors” of Viksit Bharat'
while urging them to con-
tinue working tirelessly to-
wards the vision of making
Indiaa developed country by
2047.

The NCC camp was for-
mally inaugurated by Vice
President wedeep Dhankhar
onJanuary 5.

Chief of Defence Staff Gen
Anil Chauhan, Army Chief
Gen L‘pemin Dwivedi

Chief Admiral Dm sh
pathi have also vis
campand addressed

Recalling his day
NOC cadet, the Army chief, in
his address on January 9,
had urged the youth to
dream big and strive to be-
come the “chang

emukers,
innovators and leaders™ of
tomorrow.

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the wife
of Bengaluru-based engi-
neer, who died by suicide
last year, to produce their
minor son before it.

Abench of Justices BV
Nagarathna and Satish
Chandra Sharma told the
lawyer appearing for Sub-
hash's estranged wife Niki-

ta Singhania to produce
the child through video-
conferencing.

“Thisis a habeas corpus
petition. We want to sce the
child. Produce the child,”
the bench said.

‘The counsel appearing
for Singhania said he would
produce the child within 30
minutes,

The top court would con-

Om Birla inaugurates All India
Presiding Officers’ Conference in Patna

peak
la inaugurated the 85th All
India Presiding Officers’

Conference (AIPOC) in P
na on Monday:

The two-day conference
is being held on “75th An-
niversary of Constitution:
Contribution of Parliament
and State legislative bodiesin
strengthening constitution-
al values”.

In the conference, the del-

e of Ma-

egates will the dha,the
adoption of modern tech-  havira and the courage of
nologies in legislat ies  Guru Govind Singh. This is

for greater efficiency, effec-
tiveness and productivity,
officials said.

Bihar Assembly Speaker
Nand Kishore Yadav said
this was the third time the
state was hosting the pro-
mme after & gap of 43

» land of Bihar is con-
sidered to be the centre of
cultural, histarical and in-
tellectual heritage of India.
This land has given birth to

India hosts

seminar on evolving
peacekeeping
strategies

Aw:mu.lrlll}e( ‘Adapting
Modern  Peacekeeping
Strategies to Contempo-
rary Threats™ was organized
bw (hr. Centre for United
Pe.nmku]ung
[LL"JPL in coll

the land from where
Chanakya started the prin-
eiples politics and emperor
Ashoka gave the message of
morality in governance,” he
said, adding that the land of
Champaran made Gandhi
Mahatma,

Yadav said the conference
was organised tostrengthen
demoeracy and promote di-
alogue and caordination
among public representa-
tives.

The valedictory s
will be addressed by Bihar
Governor Arif Mohammad
Khan and the Lok Sabha
speaker on Tuesday.

Among those present at
the inaugural ion were
Deputy Chairperson of Rajya
Sabha Harivansh, Chairper-
son of Bihar Legislative
Council Awdesh Narayan
Singh, and Deputy Chief
Minister Samrat Chondhary.

The leader of the opposi-
tion in the assembly, Te-
jashwi Yadav, skipped the in-
augural day of the confer-
ence.

tinue hearing the matter.

The court was informed
that the child dropped out
of school in Haryana and
was currently residing with
the mother.

The bench was hearing a
plea filed by Anju Devi who
has filed a habeas corpus
petition, seeking the cus-
tody of her four-year-old
grandson. On January 7,
the top court denied her the
minor's custody saying she

. who was
fourd hanging st his lioose
in Bengaluru's Munneko-
lalu on December g last
year, purportedly left be-
hind lengthy messages,
blaming his wife and in-
Jaws for pushing him to
tuke the extreme step.

Nitish meets
Lok Sabha
Speaker Om
Birla in Patna

___ Patna
Bihar Chief Minister 2
tish Kumar on Monday
met Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla, who is in Patna
to attend the All India Pre-
siding Officers’ Confer-
ence. The JD(U) supre-
mo drove to the Raj Bha-
van, a stone’s throw from
the CMs residence, where
the senior BJP leader and
other visiting dignitaries
had come, upon an
tation from Governar Arif
Mohammad Khan.

Later, Birlashared a pic-
ture of himself with Kuo-
mar on X and wrote “pri-
or to attending the 85th
All India Presiding Offi-
cers' Conference (AUPOC)
at the Bihar legislature,
met the honourable Chief
Minister of Bihar Shri Ni-
tish Kumar ji. Was
touched by his warm hos-
pitality™.

First draft of India’s history came through
colonisers’ distorted perspective: Dhankhar

llh.mkhar on Monday ':‘nd
the first draft of the coun-
try’s history came through
colonisers’ distorted per-
spective. He said it was a
trav that the ignorant
were tmng to make us
aware of inclusivity by their
narrow-minded approach.
He was speaking after
laying the foundation stone
for the Nandlal Nuswal Cen-
treof Indology at Bharativa
Vidya Bhavan here.
Highlighting the inter-
connectedness of Indian
Kniowledye, Dhankhar re-

at the Manekshaw Centre
here on Monday.

The event focused on the
changing global landscape
of peacekeeping, addressing
the complex challenges

faced by peacekeepers
unr]dwlde :md exploring
the ef-

been * y de-
stroyed” and patients are
paying a heavy price in
the hope of getting cheap
and proper treatment at
the ATIMS here.

He had shared a video
of his interaction with pa-
tients and their families

the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences here.

fectiveness and sustain-
bili

The ke_wmle address was
ddlivered by Tanmay Lal,
tary (West) of the
Ministry of External Af-
fairs, and Lieutenant Gen-
eral Rakesh Kapoor, Deputy
Un.d uh\xm\. Staff (Infor-
tems and Com-
munication).

marked, “We are not a
country in isolation, We
take the whole world as
one.”

He lauded Bharativa
Vidya Bhavan and its
founder K M Munshi for
their unwavering commit-
ment to promoting Tndian
culture and knowledge sys-
tems, especially during
times when Western ideas
deminated. He noted Mun-
shi's dedication to India’s
heritage, which was exem-
plified in projects like Som-
nath.

The vice president as-
serted that the philosophical
schools of Vedanta, Jainism,
Buddhism and others have
alwaysencouraged dialogue
and co-existence — the prin-

Highlighting the
interconnected-
ness of Indian
knowledge,
Dhankhar re-
marked, “We are
not a country in
isolation. We
take the whole
world as one.”

The Vice President
stressed the significance of
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's
efforts to keep Indology
alive through its work in
classical language preser-
vation and the unity of In-
dian heritage. Concluding
his address, he uiged a re-
newed dedication to Indol-
ogy's principles to achieve
the vision of a developed In-
dia by 2047

"We have to unshackle
ourselves from colonial lega-
ey and mmdml he said.

D

I .I'lw said that
while th

ciples that hold
value in today’s pol
waorld.

Itwas time now to ensure
India’s heritage blossoms
and thrives and there could
not be a more opportune
time, he noted while urging
the youth to take pride in In-
dia's mathematical contri-
butions.

ed

to the freedom struggle,
only a few were promoted
Even post-Independence,
this was allowed to take
root. This distupted the or-
ganic evolution of our
knowledge system, he said,

“We have to unshackle
ourselves from colonial Tega-
¢y and mindset,” he added.'




Mahakumbh
delays Ram
Temple
construction’s
work in
Ayodhya

Mathmlbj Nagar _
The ogoing Mahakumbh
at Prayagraj Sangam
has further elayed the
construction  work of
the Ram Temple here,
said Nripendra Mishra,
Chairman of the Build-
ing Construction Com-
mittee of the temple
here on Monday.

However he said that
the idol of Ram Dar-
bar to be installed in
the Ram Temple will
be ready by February
15.Talking to the media
There before the two- day
review meeting, he said
that not only the idol
of Ram Darbar but the
idols of other seven tem-
ples, idols of six temples
in the park, the idol of
Tulsi Das ﬂa in PFC have
been checked in Jaipur.

He said,” construc-
tion of Ram temple due
to Mahakumbh bathing
have been affected as
after the Mahakumbh
bath, lakhs of devotees
are reaching Ayodhya
and more than two lakh
devotees are having dar-
shan of Ram Lala every
day”.He said safety of
devotees is priority and
some work has also been
stopped to emsure the
safety of the devotees.
However, he also said
after February 8, the
construction work of
Ram temple is expected
to pick up pace again.

Foreigners
can get VIP
access to
Ram Temple
using their
passports

Devotees f‘mm ather
countries ing the
Ram temple in Ayodhya
can get VIP access upon
presenting their pass-
ports, officials said on
Monday.

The Ram Temple
trust has been develop-
ing facilities to enhance
visitors” experience and
officials noted that many
foreigners and NRIs vis-
iting the Maha Kumbh
in Prayagraj have been
making stops in Ayo-
dhya to visit the Ram
temple.

Regional Tourism
Officer of Ayodhya R
P Yadav said, “Foreign
devotees can obtain VIP
passes for entry to the
Ram temple by showing
their passport at the pil-
grim service centre.” He
added that in the past 20
days, over 100 foreign-
ers have paid a visit to
Ram Lalla.

“Passes for VIP visits
to the temple are issued
based on recommenda-
tions from the trust or
senior  police  officials.
Special ~ arrangements
have been made for for-
eign nationals and NRIs,
who can obtain VIP
passes using their pass-
ports,” said Anil Mishra,
a trustee of the Ram
Temple.
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Boost manpower to accelerate

l l Minister i
Adityanath

emphasised increasing
manpower and ensuring
accountability to accel-
erate development pro-
jects in the state.

During a review meet-
ing held at the Annexy
Bhawan auditorium in
Gorakhpur  on  Mon-
day, the chief minister
assessed the progress
of projects across key
departments, including
GDA,  Municipal ~Cor-
poration, Public Works
Department, Irrigation
Department, Jal Nigam,
and GIDA.

He instructed officials
to ensure timely and
high-quality completion
of all projects, with a
nodal officer assigned
to each for J)rogress
monitoring and weekly
updates to the District
Magistrate.

“Additionally, the dis-
trict magistrate or a sen-
ior officer must review
all projects every 15 days
while regular meetings
should be held with
public representatives
to discuss progress and

consider their sugges-
tions.
He reiterated the im-
portance of public par-
ticipation and directed
officials to maintain
regular communication
with public representa-
tives regarding ongoing
development efforts.

The chief minister
also stressed the need
for officials to address

Kumbh tradition embodies
the heart of Indian sanatan
culture: Himachal Guv

Shimla
Kumbh tradition em-
bodies the heart of In-
dian Sanatan culture,
serving as a source of not
just religious but also
spiritual, eultural and
intellectual enrichment,
said Himachal Pradesh
Governor Shiv  Pratap

Shukla on Monday.
Addressing a  lee-
ture series at the

Maha Kumbh in Uttar
Pradesh’s Prayagraj
on the theme ‘India’s
Glorious Saga: Break-
ing the Chains of Self-
Doubt’, he said that
the Kumbh platform is
a medium to recognise
and disseminate the
unique glory of Indian
civilisation to future
generations.

“The Kumbh is not
just a confluence of riv-
ers but also of thoughts
and cultures, represent-
ing the immense rich-
ness of India’s history.
Our ancient traditions
and values inspire the
world, making India an
essential and powerful
presence globally,” said
the Governor in a state-
ment issued here,

He highlighted that
Indian culture is root-
ed in the harmonious
pursuit of Dharma
(righteousness), Artha
(economic well-being),
Kama (fulfillment)
and Moksha (libera-
tion).

The Governor point-
ed out the unfortunate
reality of self-doubt
prevailing in a civilisa-
tion that once upheld
the universal philos-
ophy of ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’.

“Colonial powers not
only exploited our re-
sources but also at-
tempted to weaken our
identity and mindset.
This lingering effect
of mental colonisation
is visible even today
in our behaviour and
perspectives,” he add-
ed.

He stressed that the
sense of self-doubt is
the biggest obstacle
to progress and urged
the youth to connect
with the grandeur of
their past to instill
pride in their heritage
and reignite the spirit
of ‘Atma-Gaurav’,

pro]ects Yogi to UP govt officials

the grievances of the cit-
izens with sensitivity and
urgency. He instructed
them to promptly resolve
complaints  registered
on the IGRS and CM
Helpline while ensuring
feedback is collected
from complainants to
enhance accountability
and public trust.

During the meeting,
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath hlgngned
Gorakhpur's  growi
appeal as a hub for en-
trepreneurs in recent
years. He directed offi-
cials to engage with en-
trepreneurs  promptly
and proactively to re-
solve their issues.
Strengthening online
mechanisms in GIDA to
address entrepreneurs’
concerns and ensuring

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adit-
yanath has empha-
sised increasing
manpower and en-
suring accountabili-
ty to accelerate de-
velopment projects
in the state.

they benefit from gov-
ernment schemes were
emphasized. The CM
also urged practical en-
gagement with bankers
to increase the district’s
CD ratio from 58 to 75%.

Reviewing law and or-
der, the chief minister
reiterated the govern-
ment's  zero-tolerance
policy against crime
and criminals and em-
phasised strict action
against the mafia.

The CM also instruct-
ed officials to identify
and take decisive ac-
tion against cow smug-
glers. To enhance public
safety, he directed in-
creased police and foot
patrolling while improv-
ing the response time of
PRVs.

Rajan Punchhi
MANDI:

Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu while travelling
from Dharamshala to
Manali made a brief
stop at Dohag helipad
in Jogindernagar due to
unfavorable weather.

During the halt, the
Chief Minister played
cricket with local chil-
dren _and boosted their
morale and promoted
spirit of sportsmanship
amongst them.

The Chief Minister
said that the present
state government was

YEIDA unveils transformative
projects at Maha Kumbh Mela 2025

Staff Reporter

Mahakumbh Nagar
Minister for Industrial
Development, Govern-
ment of Uttar Pradesh,
Nand Gopal Gupta Nan-
di, inaugurated the ex-
hibition stall set up by
the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA) at the
ongoing Maha Kumbh
Mela in Prayagraj here
on Monday.

Nandkishore Sundri-
val, Staff Officer, and
Hari Pratap, Tehsildar,
presented a bouquet to
the Minister. YEIDA
showecased its signifi-
cant projects within the
allocated 1850 sq. meter
exhibition area.

Nandi was briefed
about the progress of
various industrial initi
atives in the authority’s
region. Key projects in-
cluded the Medical De-
vices Park, the Apparel
Park being developed in
Sector 29, the Toy Park
in Sector 33, Semicon-
ductor Parks in Sectors
10 and 28, and MSME
and Handicraft Parks in
Sectors 32 and 33. He
was also informed about

i A

the International Film
City project planned in
Sector 21 and reviewed
the progress of the Noi-
da International Airport
project,

In addition to YEI-
DA’s stall, a grand stall
by M/s Bhutani Group
showeasing the In-
ternational Film  City
project was also on
display. Officials pro-
vided insights into the
design and scope of the
projeet, which is set to
commence development
soon. At the PriyaGold
stall, visitors sampled

= Over 100 women initiated into
Juna Akadha at Mahakumbh

Mahakumbh Nagar
The 13 Akharas, symbols
of Sanatan power and
spirituality, are prepar-
ing for the Amrit Snan of
Mauni Amavasya which
includes initiating a
growing number of new
sadhus, with increasing
participation from wom-
en, through ‘diksha’.

The growing number
of women joining as
Naga Sannyasis signifies
a momentous shift in
the Mahakumbh'’s This-
tory. On Sunday, more
than a hundred women
were given the diksha of
Mabhila Naga in Sanyasi-
ni Shri Panch Dashnam
Juna Akhara.

Divya Giri, a female
saint at the Shri Panch
Dashnam Juna Akhara,
shared that on Sunday,
over 100 women were
initiated as Naga San-
nyasis in their Akhara
alone. The registration
process for this initi-
ation is currently un-
derway and in the first
phase, 102 women were
given the Naga Diksha.

After 12 years of serv-
ing, dedicating, and test-

ing their devotion under
their branch guru, these
women were granted the
title of *Avdhutani.” The
Avdhutani group then
arrived at the banks
of the Ganga, where
they were dressed in a
2.75-meter  unstitched
cloth, and their head
was shaved as part of the
ceremony.

After taking a holy
dip in the Ganga, they
were given a water pot
(Kamandal), Ganga wa-
ter, and a staff (Dand).

They will complete their
remaining rituals, in-
cluding performing them
under the flag and in the
Ganga. The final initia-
tion will be performed by
the Akhara's Acharya Ma-
hamandaleshwar, Swami
Avadheshanand Giri.

At Mahakumbh, for-
eign women also took
part in this initiation
and they are now mem-
bers of the Shri Panch
Dashnam Juna Akhara.
Divya Giri shared that
this time three foreign

women were initiated as
Naga Sanny

Among ﬂ)em, Banki-
ya Mariam from Ttaly
took the Naga Diksha
and was given the name
Shivani Bharti. Similar-
Iy, Bequeven Marie from
France, after the initi-
ation, is now known as
Kamakhya Giri. Moksh-
ita Rai from Nepal also
received the Naga Dik-
sha at the Juna women's
been

Akhara and has
named Mokshita Giri by
the Akhara

the company’s newly
launched Maggie Tom
‘Tom along with biscuits
and toffees, which were
well-received. Patan-
jali also set up a large
stall, displaying its wide
range of popular prod-
ucts, drawing significant
attention from visitors at
the Maha Kumbh Mela.

The Minister praised
YEIDA's efforts, includ-
ing the setup and

area. He empl'ms
that the construction of

the Noida Internation-

MUDA case: ED’s statement

Minister Nand Go-
pal Gupta Nandi in-
augurates YEIDA's
exhibition, show-
casing UP’s indus-
trial growth and

key developments I

al Airport in Jewar has
triggered a new wave of
development in West-
ern Uttar Pradesh. He
further highlighted that
various industrial and
institutional initiatives
by YEIDA have created
new opportunities for
employment and de-
velopment in the re-
gion and the state.

The event was at-
tended by K.S. Awas-
thi, OSD to Minister,
Nandkishore Sundri-
yal, Hari Pratap, Da-
modar Mishra from
Bhutani Group, Shiv-
endra Mishra, Viveka-
nand Mishra, Ankit
Singh from Patanja-
li Group, along with
several officials, em-
ployees, and visitors
to the Maha Kumbh
Mela.

issued at behest of BJP,
says Siddaramaiah

Bengaluru
‘Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on Mon-
day said that the ED’s
statement on the MUDA
site allotment case was
politically motivated.

The chief minister, his
wife Parvathi B M and
her brother Mallakarju-
na Swamy and others are
accused in the case reg-
istered by the Lokayukta
police on court directions.

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate on January 17
said it had attached 142
units of immovable assets
worth about Rs 300 crore
in a MUDA-linked money
laundering case involving
Siddaramaiah and others,

The ED is also probing
the case based on a com-
plaint by an activist Sne-
hamayi Krishna.

“I have no connection
with the ED's press re-
lease. They (ED) are do-
ing it intentionally and
unnecessarily for political
reasons,” Siddaramaiah
told reporters here.

“The ED issued the re-
lease at the behest of the
BJP. 1t is politically moti-
vated,” he added.

The ED attachment is

part of a money launder-
ing probe into alleged ir-
regularities in land allot-
ment by Mysuru Urban
Development  Authority
(MUDA

The attached proper-
ties are registered in the
name of various individu-
als who are working as re-
al-estate businessmen and
agents, the federal agency
said in a statement.

‘Tt is alleged that Sid-
daramaiah (a Congress
Teader) used his pnlmm]
influence to get compen-
sation for 14 sites in the
name of his wife Smt. BM
Parvathi in lieu of 3 acres
16 guntas of land acquired

y MUDA.

“The land was originally
acquired by MUDA for Rs
3,24,700. The compensa-
tion in the form of 14 sites
at posh locality is worth Rs
56 crore,” the agency said.

The chief minister, who
has been questioned by
the Karnataka Lokayukta
in this case, has repeated-
ly denied any wrongdoing
by him or his family, say-
ing the opposition was
“scared” of him and that
these were politically mo-
tivated charges.

Govt giving special impetus
to sports in state: CM Sukhu

giving special empha-
sis to_encourage sports
in Himachal Pradesh
as it not only keeps the
youth physically fit but
also inspires them to
stay away from drugs.

The Chief Minister
proceeded to Kang-
nidhar  helipad  in
Mandi and continued
his journey by road to
Manali.

Senior Leader and
Advocate Jeevan Thakur,
Deputy Commissioner
Apoorv Devgan, and oth-
er senior officers were
present on the occasion,
besides others.

2 arrested
with fake
ILP in
Manipur: CM

pa

Imphal
Manipur Chlef Minister
N Biren Singh on Mon-
day said two persons
have been arrested for
possessing fake Inner
Line Permit (ILP) cards.

He said a staff of the
Deputy  Commission-
er’s Office in Tamen-
glong distriet was also
arrested for issuing
fake ILP cards.

“In the drive against
illegal immigrants and
ILP monitoring exer-
cise by the District Po-
lice Jiribam, on Janu-
ary 9 last one Sambabu
Rabidas was arrested
for possessing fake la-
bour ILP Eurponedly
issued by the office of
the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Tamenlong,”
the CM said.

In the follow-up of
the investigation, so far,
two other persons have
been arrested, Singh
said.

He said, “A person
named Jitendra Kumar
from Bihar was arrest-
ed with a fake ILP card
while one (:anEhuhmg
Pamei who works at the
DC office, Tamenglong
in the ILP section was
arrested on January 19
for issuing fake ILPs.”
A case has already been
registered and an in-
vestigation of the case
is in good progress,
Singh said.

Inner Line Permit
(ILP) is an official trav-
el document issued by
the state government
to allow inward trav-
el of an Indian citizen
into a protected area
for a limited period. Tt
is obligatory for Indian
citizens from outside
Manipur to obtain a
permit to enter the pro-
tected state.

Rvt Contact:
0818-199941
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Teen pleads
guilty to
murder of 3
schoolgirls at

UK dance class

London — A British
teen pleaded guilty
Monday to murdering
three girls and attempt-
ing to kill 10 other peo-
ple in what a prosecutor
said was a "meticulous-
ly planned" stabbing
ramf;‘zage at a Taylor
Swift-themed  dance
class in England last
summer. Axel Rudaku-
bana, 18, entered the
surprise plea as jury
selection Y\ad been ex-
pected to begin at the
start of his trial in Liv-
erpool Crown Court.

The July 29 stab-
bings sent shock waves
across the UK. and
led to a week of wide-
spread rioting across
parts of England and
Northern Ireland after
the suspect was falsely
identified as an asy-
lum-seeker who had re-
cently arrived in Britain
by boat. He was actual-
ly born in Wales.

The rampage oc-
curred on the first day
of summer vacation
when the little girls at
the Hart Space, a facil-
ity hidden behind a row
of houses, were in a
class to learn yoga and
dance to the songs of
Taylor Swift. What was
supposed to be a day
of joy turned to terror
and heartbreak when
Rudakubana, armed
with a knife, intruded
and began stabbing the
girls and their teacher
in the seaside town of
Southport in northwest
England.

For Advt Contact:
9818-799941
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'Privileged' to represent India at Trump's
swearing-in ceremony: EAM Jaishankar

New York:
xternal
Minister S Jais-
hankar is carry-

ing a letter from Prime

Minister Narendra Modi

for US President Donald

Trump, sources said on

Monday.

Jaishankar is repre-
senting PM Modi as his
special envoy at Presi-
dent Trump's inaugural
function on Monday, the
sources said. Trump is
taking charge as the 47th
President of the US.

The external affairs
minister's presence at
the presidential inaugu-
ration is in line with In-
dia's general practice of
sending special envoys
toattend the swearing-in
ceremony of heads of
state and government,
the sources said.

Defence Minister Ra-
Jnath Singh attended the
swearing-in  ceremony
of the president of Ni-
geria in May 2023 while
then Minister of Earth
Sciences Kiren Rijiju at-
tended the swearing-in
ceremony of the Maldiv-
ian president in Novem-
ber 2023, the sources

Affairs

said citing past prece-
dents.

Road Transpert Min-
ister Nitin Gadkari at-
tended the swearing-in
ceremony of the Ira-
nian president in July

last year and MoS for
external affairs Pabitra
Margherita attended the
oath-taking ceremony of
the president of Indo-
nesia and president of
Mexico in October 2024,

the sources said.

In June 2022, the
then Mo$S for external
affairs Raj Kumar Ran-
jan Singh attended the
swearing-in _ceremony
of the president of the

The external affairs
minister's presence at
the presidential inau-

TikTok restores service for US users
based on Trump's promised

‘Washington:
TikTok restored service
to users in the United
States on Sunday just
hours after the popular
video-sharing platform
went dark in response

to a federal ban, which
Presid, lect

guration is in line with
India's general prac-
tice of sending special
envoys to attend the
swearing-in ceremo-
ny of heads of state

and government, the
sources said. I

Ph|l1pp|ne~. they add-

J;\l\]\dnkar said on
Monday that he was
"privileged" to repre-
sent India at the swear-
ing-in  ceremony of
Donald Trump as the
US president.

"Privileged to rep-
resent India as Exter-
nal  Affairs  Minister
and Special Envoy of
PM at the Swearing-In
Ceremony of the 47th
President of the United
States of America today
in Washington DC," he
said in a post on X. "At-
tended the Inaugura-
tion Day Prayer Service
at St John's Church this
morning," he said.

P
Trump said he would
try to pause by executive
arder on his first day in
office.

Trump  said he
planned to issue the or-
der to give TikTok’s Chi-
na-based parent compa-
ny more time to find an
approved buyer before
the ban takes full effect.
e announced the move
on his Truth Social ac-
count as millions of U.S.
TikTok users awoke to
discover they could no
longer access the TikTok
app or platform.

But by Sunday after-
noon, a4 message greet-
ed those who signed on
thanking them — and
the president-elect —
for their support. “As
a result of President
Trump's efforts, TikTok
is back in the US.!" the
message read.

TikTok said it shut
down the platform late
Saturday because of a
federal law that required
parent company ByteD-
ance to sell its U.S. oper-

ation by Sunday. Google
and Apple also removed
TikTok from their digital
stores, The law, which
passed with wide bipar-
tisan support in April,
allows for steep fines.

While the company
that runs TikTok in the
U.S. said on X that the
steps Trump outlined
Sunday provided “the
necessary clarity and
assurance to our service
providers that they will
face no penalties,” the
TikTok app remained
unavailable for down-
load in Apple and Goog-
le’s app stores.

“It was a brilliant mar-
keting stunt for both Tik-
Tok and incoming presi-
dent Donald Trump,"
Jasmine Enberg, an
analyst with market re-
search firm Emarketer,
said. “By abruptly shut-
ting off service, TikTok
proved how unpopular
the ban was among its
users."

The law that took ef-
fect Sunday required By-
teDance to cut ties with
the platform's U.S. op-
erations due to national
security concerns. How-
ever, the statute author-
ized the sitting president
to grant a 9o-day exten-
sion if a viable sale was
underway.

PM Oli on Nepal forelgn pollcy 'No enemies and all are our friends'

Kathmandu :

Prime Minister K P
Sharma Oli said on
Monday that Nepal
conducts its foreign
relations with a "no
enemies and all are
our friends" approach
while asserting that the
Himalayan nation be-
lieves in mutual benefit
and co-existence,

Addressing a parlia-
mentarians’  dialogue
on foreign policy, Oli
said Nepal is commit-
ted to its sovereignty,

dignity and territorial
integrity with a deep
belief in the shared in-

lereqts of smal] and big
nations.
"We believe in mutual

benefits and co-exist-
ence, We conduct our
foreign relations with
the attitude that we
have no enemies and
all are our friends,” Ol
said at the event organ-
ised by the CPN (UM-
L)'s Department of For-
eign Affairs.

He said that Nepal is
capable of maintaining
its geopolitical position
in a "balanced way" to
advance its "national
interests”. He added
that the nation focuses

equally on world peace
and humanitarian con-
cerns.

"We are guided by
the UN Charter and
the Five Principles of
Peaceful Co-existence
and the mnon-align-
ment," he said.

"Being a small country
in size, we should not
be guided with an in-
feriority complex while
dealing with others,"
Oli stressed.

He also underscored
the importance of pre-

senting Nepal's views
to neighbouring coun-
tries in a clear, open
and friendly manner
rather than reacting
impulsively.

"We do not believe
that diplomatic  di-
alogues  should be
ambiguous. Such dia-
logues should be clear
and it will be eonven-
ient for another par-
ty to understand and
build an opinion," he
said.

Oli stressed that na-

tional interests should
never be compromised
for petty gains or power
interests and said that
the government would
represent  Nepal re-
sponsibly and credibly,
focusing on the nation’s
economie, eultural, and
diplomatic priorities.

Foreign affairs ex-
perts also delivered
their presentations on
Nepal's foreign policy,
changing geopolitical
context, climate poli-
tics and diplomacy.

GIBF organised a Grand Bilateral
Business Conference in Delhi

New Delhi:

In a grand event organ-
ized by the Global Indian
ess Forum (GIBF)
at the Constitution Club
of India in New Delhi,
entrepreneurs from var-
ious sectors across In-
dia were honoured with
the National Business
Excellence Award. The
awards, presented by
esteemed ambassadors,
celebrated both large
and small businesses for
their exceptional contri-
butions to the sector and

the country's economy.
Ambassadors and
other diplomats from
17 countries were pres-
ent -ILE.Dr. Ali Achoui
(Algeria), H.E. Gan-
bold Dambajav (Mon-
golia), H.E. Prof.Joyce
Kakuramatsi Kikafunda
(Uganda), H.E. Javier
Paulinich (Peru), H.E.

‘KISNA Dlamond & Gold ]ewellery Concludes #Abki Baar Aapke Liye

New Delhi:

KISNA Diamond and
Gold Jewellery, one of
India’s leading jewellery
retail chains, today, gave
away 100 Maruti Celerio
cars to lucky customers,
spread across the coun-
try. The cars were hand-
ed over to winners si-
multaneously at 11 cities,
as part of the grand con-
clusion of #Abki_Baar
Aapke_Liye campaign..
Over 51,219 people par-
ticipated in this engag-
ing initiative, making it
one of the most signifi-
cant campaigns in KIS-
NA's history as well as
the industry,

The campaign, which
went live on September
1, 2024, and concluded
on January 18, 2025,

Dr. Roger Gopaul (Trin-
idad and Tobago), H.E.
Vahagn Afyan (Arme-
nia), Ji ﬂgﬂnnalh

Muzafar Shah Mueml’a
(Malaysia),  Alexander

st:m) llablb Mu—zozuda

an), Ms. Sert-
E malak (Ethiopia),
Abel Mavungo (Angola),
Jared Bironga Mayie-
ka (Kenya), Mahatma
Devi (Indonesia), Adv.
Praphulla Chandan
Jha - President of In-

do-Umnguay Economic
and Trade Development

Forum (IUETD), and
Ana Colombo - Head
Economic Section of
Argentina to India. The
ambassadors and diplo-
mats assured their full
support for GIBF's initi-
atives.

offered participants
the chance to win a car
through a purchase of
diamond, platinum, or
solitaire jewellery worth
220,000 or more, or

Govt Policies Face Resistance

From Large Businesses:

New Delhi:

ven a good gov-
ernment policy re-
quiring timely pay-

ments to the key MSME
sector faces resistance
fron\ lar e business en-
Chief FEconomic
Ad\ iser (CEA) V Anan-
tha Nageswaran said on
Monday.

Speaking at an event
organised by India
Exim Bank of India, he
said the government
came up with a very
thoughtful behavioural
nudge to alleviate the
working capital issue
of micro, small and
medium  enterprises
(MSMEs).

The amended law
gives enough leeway
to make the payment
within a given financial
year and claim the de-
duction, but yet, even
for this kind of a small
nudge, there is resist-
ance from the large
corporate entities in

gold jewellery worth
250,000 or more. Cus-
tomers had the option
to participate in a lucky
draw and win a Maruti
Suzuki Celerio. This is

this country, and the
association that repre-
sents them are asking
for doing away with 45-
day payment ceiling for
MSMEs, Nageswaran

said.
"Look at some of the

a testament to KISNA's
dedication to creating
unforgettable moments
for its patrons.

As part of the cam-

paign's grand finale,

political economy and
behavioural resistance
that continues to pre-
vail in this country,
where large enterpris-
es still Took at micro
and small enterprises
as sources of working

KISNA selected 104 win-
ners from across India.
North India saw maxi-
mum participation with
20,795 participating
customers, followed by
other regions. The win-
ners received the keys
to their cars at special
events curated for the
same, across states, in-
cluding Delhi, ITaryana,

capital for them, rather
than them being sourc-
es of working capital for
micro and small enter-
prises,” he said.

According to Section
43B (h) of the Income
Tax Act, introduced

affection our customers
have for KISNA. This
campaign celebrates
the spirit of sharing joy
and rewarding our loyal
patrons with the oppor-
tunity to win something
truly extraordinary.”
Mr. Parag Shah, Direc-
tor of KISNA Diamond
& Gold Jewellery, fur-
ther emphasized, “This
campaign underscores
our commitment to
connecting with every
Indian h hold. The

Punjab,  Maharashtra
and Tamil Nadu among
others.

Mr. Ghanshy
Dholakia, Founder &

Managing Director of
Hari Krishna Group,
stated, “The overwhelm-
ing s)anicipuﬁon from
jewellery buyers in_the
#Abki_Baar_Aapke_
Liye campaign, is a tes-
tament to the trust and

excitement and en-
gagement seen dur-
ing this period reflect
the deep bond KISNA
shares with its custom-
ers, blending tradition,
modernity, and trust in
every piece of jewellery
we offer.”

CEA

through Finance Act
2023, if a larger com-
pany does not pay an
MSME on time -- with-
in 45 days in case of
written agreements -- it
cannot deduct that ex-
pense from its taxable
income, leading to po-
tentially higher taxes.

Nageswaran also
spoke on the impor-
tance of agriculture,
saying it is the sector of
the future,

He further said that
manufacturing and ser-
vices are going to face
global headwinds.

Manufacturing  will
face issues because of
the dominance of one
large country, while the
services sector faces
technological develop-
ments and internation-
al trade-related resist-
ance, he said.

He also said the Eco-
nomic  Survey may
dwell upon land use by
carporates.

campaign

The winners were
informed through tele-
calls on the same day
as the delivery of the
vehicles, to, maximise
excitement and make
it memorable. KISNA's
regional presence has
also made it possible
to reward participants
from remote areas as
well, offering everyone a
fair chance to be a part of
this grand celebration.

KISNA's #Abki_
Baar_Aapke_Live cam-
paign has redefined
customer engngement
by providing a unique
opportunity to experi-
ence the magic of jewel-
lery shopping while cel-
ebrating life’s moments
in the most spectacular
way.

Dabur Honitus
Launches ‘Khansi
Jab, Honitus Tab’
Campaign

New Delhi:
Winter is the most
awaited and charming
season of the year for
many. But the change in
temperatures not only
brings chill and frosty
mornings but also her-
alds asurgein coughand
cold problems. Keej mg
this in mind, India’s
No.1 Ayurvedic Cough
Syrup Dabur Honitus
has Jaunched a new TV
Campaign ‘Khansi Jab
Honitus Tab’, The eam-
paign highlights that
Dabur Honitus relieves
cough effectively with-
out causing drowsiness,
letting people continue
their daily activities un-
interrupted.

The new TVC shows
how kids, students, or
professionals-they  all
want to get rid of their
nagging cough but are
also scared of getting
drowsy and missing
important tasks. The
campaign  emphasizes
that Honitus is a trusted
solution for effective-
ly relieving cough and
throat irritation without
the drowsiness common-
ly associated with many
other cough syrups. By
offering non-drowsy re-
lief, Honitus ensures that
individuals can stay active
and focused, seamlessly
managing their daily tasks
and responsibilities. It's a
reliable herbal remedy de-
signed to provide comfort
and efficiency,
Eeople to go about their

ed while
add:ess:ng ﬂmr cough
concerns

“With winter we also
encounter problems like
cough and throat irrita-
tion which usually occur
due to sudden changes
in temperature. How-
ever, most cough syr-
ups can make one feel
drowsy, and hence con-
sumers fear that taking
such cough syrups would
make them miss out on
critical tasks, Hence,
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ricket

Look its tough and there is
“ always going to be hype

when you have a 19-year-

old making debut because he
s in rare company at his
age,—— Simon Katich

With hunger, you can fight back from
injuries anytime: Mohammed Shami

Kolkata

SPOTESPETSON can overcome
multiple injury setbacks as
long as he has an insatiable
unger to play for the coun-
try, said India pacer Mohammed Sha-
mi, who is set to make a national

comeback after 14 months.

Shami last played for India in the
ODI World Cup final in November
2023. He had sustained an ankle injury
on his left leg that required surgery.

The veteran fast bowler is expected
to make his India comeback with the
first T20 against England at his home
ground here on Wednesday. He has
also been picked in the ODI Champi-
ons Trophy squad.

"Country ke liye jo khelne ki
bhoonkh hai woh kabhi khatam nahin
heni chahive. Appko agar usse pyar hai
toh aap hamesha fightback karte ra-
henge, injured chahe aap 10 baar ho
jave (The first thing I feel is that the
hunger to play for the country should
never end,” Shami said at an organised
by Cricket Association of Bengal.

“If you have that hunger, you willal-
ways fight back, no matter how many
nm\.w you get injured.

"Mere dimang mein hamesha yehi
rehta hai mein kitna bhi mateh khel

'‘Bazball’ inventor
McCullum says
England will

play 'watchful’
cricket in India

New Delhi

Brendon McCullum, a former team-
mate of Gautam Gambhir, has “no
doubt” that the Indian head coach
will be successful in getting the best out
of the talent in the Indian dressing
room. McCullum's support for Gamb-
hir comes at a crucial time when the
former Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR)
captain and mentor is facing criti-
cism after India’s 3-1 defeat in the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy in Australia and
also saw his team lose 3-0 at home to
New Zealand before the tour Down
Under.

McCullum, who is now also Eng-
land’s white-ball coach, played with
Gambhir at KKR in the Indian Premier
League (IPL). On Monday, he labelled
Gambhir an *outstanding leader,” two.
days before England and India com-
pete in a five-match T20l series.

“What I will say about Gautam
Gambhir is that I've worked with him
before. He's an leader.

loon woh mere liye kam hai, kyunke ek
baar agar meine cricket chhod toh
shayad woh dobara na hoga (No mat-
ter how many matches I play, it always
feels like less. Because once [ leave
cricket, I may never get this chance
again),"” he added.

He was speaking at CAB's felicitation
ceremony of the victorious Under-15
women's ericketers at Eden Gardens

ere.

“Ithas never happened that players

who represent their state or country
think about leaving the game after an
injury. Whenever we get injured, the
only thought in our mind is - when
can we return?” Shami added.
Shami, who missed key assignments
including the T20 World Cup and
Border-Gavaskar Trophy five-match
“Test series, stressed that overcoming
injuries is part of an athlete's journey.
“If you are hardworking and com-
mitted, no injury can keep you away for

Virat Kohli set to play
Ranji Trophy after 12 years

New Delhi

He's a really strong leader of men, and
inthe time that he's had inany sort of
leadership position he's held previ-
ously, he's been able to excel,” Me-
Cullum told reporters in Kolkata,
“He's only justsort of got underway
with this team, but I have no doubt that
he'll get the best out of the talent that
he's got. And then we've (England) got
tofinda way to be able to counter that
with our own style,” he added.
Gambhir took over India’s head
coach role from Rahul Dravid, who
guided the Men in Blue to the T20
World Cup 2024 title victory. Apart
from Tzols, Gambhir has not enjoyed
agood run o far. Team India also lost
an ODI series in Sri Lanka under
Gambhir’s guidance last year.

Indian superstar Virat Kohliis set to
play his first Ranji Trophy game
since 2012 after making himself
available for Delhi's tie against Rail-
ways scheduled here from January
30.

Kohli could not make it for Delhi's
upcoming away clash against
Saurashtra, beginning on January 23,
due to a neck sprain but he has com-
municated to DDCA that he is avail-

able for the team's last league match
of the Ranji Trophy.

“Virat has conveyed to DDCA pres-
ident (Rohan Jaitley) and team mian-
agement that he is available for the
game against Railways,” Delhi head
coach Sarandeep Singh said.

The BCCI has made playing do-
mestic cricket mandatory for its con-
tracted cricketers unless there isa fit-
ness issue following the series loss in
Australia earlier this month.

too long. You will always find a way to
return,” Wearing the Blue jersey re-
mains the ultimate honour, and he be-
lieves every player deserves a chance
to represent the country if they play
with loyalty and commitment.

Talking about his deep connection
with Eden Gardens, he said, "The
home ground s always special. T start-
ed my career here, 1've said earlier as
well -- though I'was born and brought
up in Uttar Pradesh, 1 was made by
Bengal. This is my home, my life.”

Sharing the stage with ericketing leg-
end Sourav Ganguly, former India
woinen's captains Mithali Raj and
Jhulan Goswami, he expressed his
gratitude for the opportunities that
came his way through sheer dedica-
tion.

"1 have enly done one thing - ful-
filled my responsibilities with loyalty.
And I'hope you all carry the same loy-
alty and one day play for India. Be-
cause once you get that chance, you
won't experience a better feeling than
representing your country.”

CAB also feliciatated the senior
women's Bengal team for the run-
ners-up in T20 and One-Day Trophy
and the Under-19 Bengal men's team
for reaching the Vinoo Mankad final.

Rohit, Yashasvi named in
Mumbai Ranji squad against
Jammu and Kashmir game

Indiacaptain Rohit Sharma and young
opener Yashasvi Jaiswal, were on Mon-
day named in Mumbai's squad for
their Ranji Trophy fixture against Jam-
mu and Kashmir. starting Januray 23
at MCA-BKC Ground here.
The team will continue to be led by
the se.\smed Ajinkya Rahane,
confirmed his partieipation
for the next round of the Ranji Trophy

match on Saturday.

Of late there have been questions
over Rohit's form in the longest format
after his forgettable outing in his last
eight Tests, including against New
Zealand at home and against Australia
Down Under.

The BCCI recently made it manda-
tory for all contracted India players to
participate in domestic cricket except
‘when there are fitness issues.

Openers have fixed positions but everyone else
needs to be flexible about battmg slots: Axar

Kolkata

Openers are the only ones with a
fixed slot in the Indian T20 line-up
and the batting order that follows will
be made up of “multiple floaters™, new
vice-captain Axar Patel said on Mon-
day while spelling out the team's
strategy ahead the five-match series
against England.

India will start their campaign
against England in a five-match T201
series at the Eden Gardens on
Wednesday.

Asked about being a floaterin bat-
ung order, the all-rounder replied:
L.it's not just about me; it applies to
everyone in the team.

'nghl from the start of 2024, we
had decided to have a fixed opening
slot, and from No. 3 to No. 7, every-
one has been told to be flexible based
on the situation, combinations, and
match-ups.”

Axar, who is now a part of the
team management for the series,
spoke in a manner that reminded
one of Rohit Sharma's interaction
before the 2023 ODI World Cup
where he called for flexibility in the
middle-order.

“There is no fixed position where a
particular batter will always play...it's
the same for everyone in that range
(between Nos 3 to 7), depending on
who is having a great day, which we
assess during practice sessions,

“In T20 ericket, it's all about util-
ising the right batter in the right sit-
uation.”

There is not much that changes for
Axar ns Suryakumar Yadav's deputy
except for the fact that he will now

KL Rahul to miss Agarwal-led
Karnataka's Ranji game agalnst Punjab

New Delhi

MeCullum, hile, is getting
ready to start his era of white-ball
coaching with England, which starts on
22 January in Kolkata. Known as the
proponent of Bazball, McCullum says
his T201 team will play a “watchable
brand of ericket™.

“I'm desperate for us to play a real-
Iy watchable brand of ericket,” Mc-
Cullum said. “With the talent we have,
there’s no reason why we can't.

d batter KL Rahul, who is re-
covering from an elbow niggle, was
not included in the Karnataka Ran-
Jji Trophy squad for their penultimate
Elite Group C match against Punjab,
beginning here on January 23.
The PTT had reported on January
18 that Rahul could be a part of the
state side for its last league match
against Haryana on January 30.
The wicketkeeper-batter has been
named in India’s ODI squad for the
three-mateh home series against
England, starting on February 6,
and the ICC Champions Trophy,
scheduled from February 19.
Opener Mayank Agarwal will lead
the 16-man side that also features In-
dia pacer Prasidh Krishna and top-
order batter Devdutt Padikkal, who
made a fifty and a hundred in three
Vijay Hazare Trophy matches re-
cently.
Shreyas Gopal named vice-captain
Shreyas Gopal, who had an excel-
lent run in Karnataka's triumphant
run in the Vijay Hazare Trophy with
18 wickets, has been elevated as
vice-captain.

-

Karnataka squad: Mayank Agar-
wal (captain), Shreyas Gopal (vice-
captain), Devdutt Padikkal, KV
Aneesh, R Smaran, KL Shrijith
(wicketkeeper), Abhinav Manohar,

| |
N

—

alsobea part of certain hard calls that
are taken by the team management.
“It's been only one day. Yes, we
(skipper Surya, head cc autam
Gambhir and myself) have had a dis-
cussion. There is an extra responsi-
bility on the leadership group. There
is not much of a change. Obviously,
we have a settled T20 side, there is not
much pressure.”

“When you come into the leader-
ship group, obviously you have to take
some harsh decisions. Those also we
have spoken about. It is about having
a genuine opinion and keeping trust
on each other.”

This is the national team’s first
game after the Test debacle in Aus-
tralia and the all-rounder doesn’t
‘want to fret on the bygones.

“Hum yeh bhi baat karte hain ki, jo
ho gaya woh ho gaya, woh wapas
nahin aanewala (Let bygones be by-
gones). It is about taking the positives
into our next series,” he said.

Axar also welcomed veteran pacer
Mohammed Shami’s return to the na-
tional set-up for the first time since
ODI World Cup final on November 19,
2023. Shami had been struggling
with aknee niggle after récuperating
from an ankle surgery.

“It's a very positive thing for the
team. The last time he (Shami) played
was in the ODI World Cup final, and
since his recovery, he has performed
well in both the Syed Mushtaq Ali and
Vijay Hazare tournaments,” he said,
referring to Shami's recent come-
back in the domestic circuit.

“Whenever a senior player makes a
comeback, it gives a big boost to the
team. We all know what Shami bhai
brings to the table, whether it's with
the new ball or in the death overs.

“His presence, especially with the
new ball, is a huge advantage for the
team. Hopefully, he continues the
same form he showcased in the World
Cup.”

Ganguly hails Kohli as the
'greatest white-ball player"

Mumbai

In the midst of ongoing scrutiny re-
garding his recent batting form,
former Indian captain Sourav Gan-
guly has come forth with out-
standing praise for Virat Kohli,
dubbing him 'the greatest white-ball
player the world has seen.’ Gangu-
ly's remarks came on Sunday, em-
phasizing that Kohli is a "once-in-a-
lifetime' cricketer who should not
be judged solely on his recent per-
formances, particularly with the
upcoming 2025 Champions Tro-
phy in mind.

Kohli has faced substantial crit-
icism after a disappointing outing
during the recent Australia tour,
where India lost the five-match
Test series 1-3 in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy. Ganguly remains
unfazed by Kohli's form, assert-
i [0 score 80 international cen-
turies in a career is something un-
believable. For me, he's probably

Hardik Raj, Prasidh Krishna, Vasu-
ki Koushik, Abhilash Shetty, Yaso-
vardhan Parantap, Nikin Jose,
Vidyadhar Patil, Sujay Satheri (wk),
Mohsin Khan.

the greatest white-ball player the
world has seen.”

Reflecting on Kohli's struggles,
Ganguly noted, "I was really sur-
prised by the way he batted after

getting a hundred in Perth. After
that hundred, I thought it would be
a big series for him, but every play-
er has their strengths and weak-
nesses. It's about how you adapt
your weaknesses as you face great
bowlers over time." Notably, Kohli
scored a remarkable century in the
Perth Test but only managed a to-
tal of 9o runs in his next four in-
nings, falling victim to Australia’s
outside off-stump trap where he
was dismissed edging the ball in all
eight of his completed innings dur-
ing the series.

Despite this challenging per-
formance, Ganguly expressed con-
fidence in Kohli's abilities, stating,
“There's a lot of cricket left in the
36-year-old. The upcoming tour of
England will present a significant
challenge for him, but I'm not over-
ly concerned about his form in the
Champions Trophy, given his
stature as the best white-ball play-
er for a long time.

Fans eagerly await Kohli's re-
turn to the international arena as he
is set to represent India in the first
ODI against England.
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Bumrah won't be

available for first

two ODIs against
England, told to off-
load: Alit Agarlar

Satwik-Chirag eye first title of season,
Lakshya Sen aims to bounce back

Jak;
tar Indian men’s doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty will be eying its
maiden title of the year while
Lakshya Sen will look to put behind a
disappointing start to the season when
the Indonesin Masters Super 500 tour-
nament gets underway here on Tues-

day.

The world No g duo of Satwik and
Chirag has been in a fine form, reach-
ing semifinals of the last two tourna-
ments — Malaysia Open Super 1000
and India Open Super 750 — over the
last as many weeks and will be keen to
cross the final hurdle,

Satwik-Chirag had lost each of the
two semifinals in straight sets and
their aim would be to go the distance
in the upcoming tournament.

They will open their campaign with
a round of 32 clash against Chinese
Taipei's Chen Zhi-Ray and Yu Chieh
Lin.

The challenge, however, would be
greater for India’s singles players Sen

Swiatek satisfied
after WADA decide
not to appeal her
case at CAS

Melbourne
Iga Swiatek felt satisfaction and
hoeped for closure after the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) said
on Monday that it would not appeal
her case at sport's highest court.

WADA’s announcement came
shortly after the five-times Grand
Slam champion produced a ruth-
less display during her 6-0 6-1 win
over German lucky loser Eva Lys to
move into the Australian Open
quarter-finals for the second time
in her career.

“For sure I'm just satisfied that 1
can get closure and | can just move
on and finish this whole process,
because 1 just want to play tennis
and focus on the tournament,”
Swiatek told reporters later.

The world number two had test-
ed positive for the banned hor-
mone and metabolic medulator
trimetazidine in August and was
provisionally banned the following
month.

She then successfully appealed
against her provisional ban and re-
turned to action in October after
the International Tennis Integrity
Agency (ITIA) accepted the expla-
nation her positive test was caused
by contamination of her medication
melatonin.

The Pole accepted a one-month
ban that ended on Dec. 4 after ac-
counting for time already served.

WADA said on Monday there
would be no scientific grounds to
challenge Swiatek's explanation at
the Court of Arbitration for Sport

“WADA has conducted a full re-
view of the case file related to the
ITIA decision, which it received on
29 November,” WADA said in a
statement.

“WADA's scientific experts have
confirmed that the specific con-
taminated melatonin scenario, as
presented by the athlete and ae-
eepted by the ITIA, is plausible and
that there would be no scientific
grounds to challenge it at CAS.”

Swiatek said anyone who knew
the details of her case would be un-
derstanding.

“The Iucker Toom has also been
pretty nice,” she added,

“The girls are understanding ...
Now for sure, I just want to put this
behind me, because I have already
heen on tour for quite a fewweeks,
and it’s all been good.

“Idon’t expect any changes. I'm
happy people understand.”

However, men’s world number
one Jannik Sinner is still under the
scanner after testing positive for
the anabolic androgenic agent
clostebol in March last year.

The Italian was also cleared of
wrongdoing but WADA lodged an
appeal to CAS, with a hearing start-
ing on April 16.

Earlier on Monday, he shrugged
off illness to battle past Holger
Rune 6-3 3-6 6-3 6-2 and reach the
quarter-finals of the Australian
Open, where he is the defending
champion.

and PV Sindhu when they take the
court here.

‘The 23-year-old Sen, who had fin-
ished fourth in last vear's Paris
Olympics has lost twice in the first
round over the last two weeks, will be
determined to put his best foot forward
in the round of 32 clash.

Priyanshu Rajawat will also begin his

campaign at the same stage, taking on
Japan's Kodai Naraoka.

However, two other Indians will
face off in the men’s singles qualifica-
tion round as Kidambi Srikanth, who
did not feature in India Open, will loak
to get the better of Kiran George.

In women's singles round of 32,
Sindhu will open hercampaign against

Chinese Taipei's Sung Shuo Yun,
Aakarshi Kashyap will face Japan's
world No 19 Nozomi Okuhara and
Anupama Upadhyaya will take on lo-
cal player Gregoria Mariska Tunjung.

Sindhu lost in the quarterfinals of the
India Open and the two-time Olympic
medallist Indian star will be keen to
make amends.

In women’s singles qualification,
Isharani Baruah will face compatriot
Rakshitha Ramraj while Tanya He-
manth will clash against Chinese
Taipei's Tung Ciou-Tong.

Tanisha Crasto and Ash
nappa will begin their wom
campaign in round of 32 against Thai-
land’s Ornnicha Jongsathapormpam
and Sukitta Suwachai.

‘Tanisha will team up with Dhruv
Kapila for their mixed doubles’ round
of 32 game against Indonesia’s Adnan
Maulana and Indah Cahya Sari Jamil.

In the same round, Rohan Kapoor
and Ruthvika Gadde will face off
against England's Gregory Mairs and
Jenny Mairs.

Mohun Bagan hope to continue unbeaten
run in the match against Chennaiyin FC

Chennai
Winless in four matches, Chennaiyin FC
will have a tough task at hand when they
face table toppers Mohun Bagan Super
Giant in their Indian Super League
(ISL) match here on Tuesday.

The Marina Machans are currently
10th on the table with 17 points from 16
games, while the Mariners, sit com-
fortably at the top spot with 36 points.

Chennaiyin FC are winless in their
last four games, two draws and two Joss-
es, while the Mariners have notched up
three wins and a draw in their last four
matches.

The Mariners, who secureda narrow
1-0victory in the reverse fixture on No-
vember 30, are aiming for their first-
ever league double over Chennaiyin FC.

l\ﬂhhl\ thﬁv \lm‘lnn Machans and
'C arethe only sides Mo-
hun Bd),tl“ h.M- faced multiple times in
the ISL without completing a league

double.

Chennaiyin FC have struggled de-
fensively so far, keeping the joint-least
clean sheets — 2 — in the league along
with Hyderabad FC.

The Mariners, on the other hand,
have been lethal in offence, recording
the joint-most goals of 31 — the same
as Odisha FC and NorthEast United FC
— with Jamie Maclaren top-scoring
with six goals.

The Jose Molina-coached team might

Tennis-Success takes toll on

Melbourne
Veteran Gael Monfils has rolled back
theyears in recent weeks with a string
of incredible performances, but the
Frenchman said he had exceeded his
limit after retiring hurt from his
fourth-round Australian Open match
against Ben Shelton on Monday.

Monfils, 38, became the oldest ATP
title-winner ever with his victory in the
Auckland Classic, before dumping
fourth seed Taylor Fritz out of the Aus-
tralinn Open last week.

However, his matches at Melbourne
Park have been far from straightfor-
ward, with a total of over 12 hours
spent on court and his first-round
meeting with Giovanni Mpetshi Per-
ricard lasting five se

“At the end of the day, it's been a
very long tour for me, plaving a lot of
matches, spending a lot of hours,”
Monfils told reporters after retiring
while trailing 7-6(3) 6-7(3) 7-6(2) 1-
o.

“Of course, some days are tougher.
Today was one where I think I was al-
ready very close from the limit, and 1
think I passed it, unfortunatel;

"\\'hun you win, win, win, win, oh,
ot easy. | had a great week
nd. I won Auckland. I was
running to take the flight. The next
morning I was in practice already.

Monfils at Australian Open

Then practice again. Then play
hours almost against Giovanni.

Monfils embraced Shelton at the net
after making the decision to retire and
was given a standing ovation by the
crowd at the Margaret Court Arena,
which was conducted by the 22-year-
old American.

“Llove Ben. I love him. This kid is
amazing. He's full of energy. He's a
great guy, great kid. Of course, it's al-
ways too bad to play someane th
love, but we put the fighting spirit,”
Monfils said.

“That’s why I still want to make it
tough for him, but at the end, of
course, now I'm rooting for him. He's
a guy that [rea]l\ upprm,nu pend-
ing time with r with him,
sharing anything. Wo.- laugh. He's just
an amazing kis

Monfils was cheered on during the
match by wife and Ukrainian 28th
seed Elina Svitolina, who defeated
Veronika Kudermetova 6-4 6-1in the
women's singles earlier on Monday.

The Frenchman said Svitolina was
likely more stressed than he was,
adding: “It's more stressful because
you're not in control, you want to help,
and you can just help with talking, but
it's different.

“Because when you play yourself,
you really want to help sometimes.”

look to exploit the weaknesses in the
Chennaiyin FC backline, whereas the
home team will want to wear a guard-
ed look to bridge their seven-point gap
with the sixth-placed Mumbai City FC
(24), in order to keep their play-offs
hopes alive.

Chennaiyin FC assistant coach Noel
Wilsan revealed that injury concerns
have troubled their defensive stability
this season.

“T'his seasor, we have had injuries be-
canse of which we have not played the
same back-four consistently. You
wouldn’t want to change the defence
across 100 mimites because once the
opposition scores one goal, they are rar-
ing to go for another,” he said.

Mohun Bagan Super Giant head
ccach Molina brished aside concerns
overhis forwards not making the most
of the goal-scoring chances being cre-
ated in the last few games.

JSW Soorma register
comprehensive 5-1 victory

Ranchi
JSW.Soorma Hockey Club returned
to winning ways with a compre-
hensive 5-1 victory over Delhi SG
Pipers in Lhc ‘Women'’s Hockey India
League here on Monday.

Charlotte Englebert (6th) and
Sonam (gth, 10th) gave Soorma a
comfortable lead in the first quarter.
Charlotte Stapenhorst (36th) ex-
tended the lead in the third quarter.

Sangita Kumari (38th) pulled a
goal back for Delhi SG Pipers. But
Penny Squibb (60th) found the back
of the net in the last minute of the
match to round off a five star per-
formance for Soorma.

Soorma started strong, pressing
the Pipers deep into their half. Their
early pressure paid off when Maria
Verschoor set up Englebert on the
left wing, who bypassed Bichu Devi
Kharibam in goal with a low re-
verse sweep to open the scoring,

Shortly after that, Englebert and
Stapenhorst unleashed a flurry of
shots.

Asave by Bichu fell to Sonam, who
bundled the ball over the line to dou-
ble Soorma’s lead.

In the very next minute, Englebert
dodged past defenders around the
circle and picked out Stapenhost,
who lobbed the ball across goal and
Sonam was alert to touch the ball in
and make it 3-0 for Soorma in the
first quarter.

The onslaught on the Pipers’ goal

over Delhi SG Pipers

continued in the second quarter
with Englebert and Stapenhorst
combining to unleash a couple of at-
tempts on goal

The Pipers found some rhythm,
with Preeti Dubey making a run
into the circle and lifting the ball
across the goal, but no teammate
could connect,

Verschoor and Englebert con-
trolled the midfield, generating more
opportunities for Soorma, but Bichu
and the Pipers' defence held firm to
prevent further damage.

The Pipers employed acrial pass-
es to bypass the Soorma press as the
third quarter began and found San-
gita on the baseline but she was shut
down quickly by goalkeeper Savita
Punia,

The game became more end-to-
end with the Pipers committing
more players forward, but five min-
utes into the quarter, Englebert
pinched the ball from the Pipers and
unloaded to Stapenhorst, who lifted
the ball past Elodie Picard to make
it 4-0.

The Pipers were quick to respond
as Navneet Kaur found Sangita high
up the pitch and without any de-
fender in front of her, she rocketed
the ball past Savita Punia to score
their first goal.

With five minutes left, the Pipers
earned a penalty corner but Lily
y was unable to deflect Deepi-
ffort towards goal.

Harnessing youth and experience, Karnataka’s
mantra of success in VHT: Coach Yere Goud

Bengaluru
The heady combination of youth ex-
perience that helped Karnataka end
their five-year title drought with the Vi-
Jjay Hazare Trophy triumph will add
strength to the state side’s quest for
more trophies in the future, reckons
head eoach Yere Goud.

Karnataka had parted ways with
veteran batter and former skipper
Manish Pandey mid-season

But newcomers such as Ravi
dran Smaran, KV Ancesh, KL
and Abhilash Shetty stepped in seam-
lessly and chipped in alongside expe-
rienced players like Mayank Agarwal
and Vasuki Koushik

Goud, himself a former Karnataka
skipper, said they started the prepara-
tions for the tournament with a course
correction after getting knocked out of
the Syed Mushtag Ali Trophy in the
quarterfinals,

“We'd good mix of young and sea-
soned players. It was all about har-
nessing them. After the end of the
Syed Musthaq Ali Trophy, we knew the
areas where we have to improve as a
team. We defined the roles of the play-
ers for this tournament,” Goud said

Karnataka stopped the Vidarbha
Juggernaut in the tithe clashat Vadodara
on Saturday.

Goud said Kamataka's transforma-
tion was helmed by captain Agarwal,
who had a wonderful outing as the
leader and a batter.

“Our campaign went well because
Mayank performed well as a captain
and batter. He had a good season in
Ranji Trophy and in the SMAT. So,
when he started it percolated to
others. It was amazing to see him per-
forming the twin role,” he said.

Vidarbha's Karun Nair (779 runs
from 9 matches, Avg: 389.50) hogged
all the limelight during a stellar run, but
Agarwal was not far behind,

Hewas the second highest rn-get-
ter with 651 runs from 10 matches at an
average of 93 with four hundreds.

Goud also lavished praise on young
names such as Smaran, Aneesh and
pacer Abhilash who stepped in at the

The youngsters who have

come...they contributed wherever it
was required. They have done their job
in the quarters and semis and in the fi-
nal. Of course, we got some boost as
well in the knockouts as pacer Prasidh
Krishnaand top-order batter Devdutt
Padikkal returned to play for us after
the Australia tour.
v made runs and picked up
il wickets when it required.
hetty (17 wickets), asa left-
arm medium pacer, offered us the va-
riety as well,” he said.

Smaran made 433 runs from 10
matches at 72 with two hundreds,
while Aneesh scored 385 runs at shade
over 48 with four fifties.

Sa, what made these two perform
consistently throughout the tourna-
ment? “Iwas Aneesh’s under-16 coach
and under-19 coach. And U-23 as well.
So, three categories he was with me.
Smaran was, last year, the under-23
captain when T was coaching that
sqund.

“So, it helped me to understand
them better and know what their
strengths are and how I can use them
in a game. Both are players with a lot
of potential. “Smaran being a left-
hander, adds value as well. I mean, in
terms of the match's context, it's dif-
ficult for the other teams’ bowlers to
operate against the right-hand com-
hination,” Goud explained.

The coach had a word of praise for
Shreyas Gopal, who returned to the
state’s stables ahead of this season af-
ter spending a year with Kerala.

The leg-spinner was joint highest-
wicket taker for Karnataka (18) along
with Koushik.

Koushik was exceptional because he
gave just 4.5 mins perover, the lowest
economy rate among frantline Kar-
nataka bowlers, in a tournament where
high totals were regularly posted.

“Koushik has been our tireless work-
et for so many years. He played his role

sistently throughout the tourna-
ment. He knows his strengths and he
keeps that area just on the good length
and;usl short of good length.
, he makes the batsmen take
(:hnnu‘- against him. And in the
process, he will get a lot of wickets. And
also, helps the other players, the oth-
er bowlers to get wickets,” said Goud.

However, Karnataka had their task
cut out in the Ranji Trophy as the sec-
ond leg is seheduled to start from
January 23.

They -are fourth in IJ“EGT"I![I( and
they now will have to win the remain-
ing two games and the results of some
other matches also need to go their
way.

“We will try to win the next two
games and see where we stand. Like
you mentioned, there are a lot of oth-
er games also where the results need
10 g0 our way.




Coldplay's Chris Martin says
'Shah Rukh Khan forever' at
his second Mumbai concert

New Delhi

oldplay  singer

Chris Martin gave

a shout out to Bol-

Iywood superstar

Shah Rukh Khan during his

second Mumbai concert on
Sunday.

In the video erculating
online, Martin can be heard
saying "Shah Rukh Khan
forever" on the stage before
beginning his next song
amid cheers from concert-
goers,

It's not the first time that
Martin has expressed his
love for the supenstar. Back
in 2019, the singer shared a
post on X in which he men-
tioned the songs and films
he liked back then. At the
end of the note, he wrote
"Shah Rukh Khan forever".

‘The band in on its India
tour and will perform in
Mumbai for a third time on
January 21 before they trav-
el to Ahmedabad for a two-
day concert at the Narendra
Modi Stadium on January
25 and January 26.

On their first concert on

over by connecting with
them in their native tongues.
His attempis to spea
di and Marathi were
with overwhelming warmth.

Martin began by saying in
rathi, “Tumhee saghre
anj chaan distat’ (You all
look beautiful today)

He then said in Hindi,
“Aap sab ka bahut swe
hai lnimare show pe, Mum-
bai mein aakar hume bahut
khushi ho rahi hai. (You're
all very welcome to our
show. We feel happy after
coming to Mumbai.) "Sorry,
my Hindi and Marathi are
bad but I tried my best,” he
said, before switching to
English,

The British mus
thanked Indian fans for giv-
ing him the chance to play in
oneof "our favourite places
in the whole world™,

“This is our fourth visit to
India, the second time play-
ing... We couldn’t have asked
for a better audience. It's
amazing you welecome us,”
Martin said.

M
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Kangana Ranaut's
'Emergency’ earns over Rs 12

New Delhi
angana
Ranaut’s
"Emer-
gency” h

earned Rs 12. 26

crore at the domestic

box office on its first
weekend.

Also directed and

produced by Ranaut,

l§ the film portrays the

B, Emergency months

and features the actor
in the role of former

as

prime minister Indira
Gandhi. “Emergency” also
stars  Anupam  Kher,

Shreyas Talpade, Vishak
Nair, Milind Soman and
late actor Satish Kaushik
and had its much-delayed

New Delhi
lobal

India

rum or
grand
al Business
Excellence
Award

Consti-
tution
Club  of
India in Delhi.
In which am-
bassadors
and diplo-
mats from
about 20
coun-

tries participated. In this
program, Bihar's famous
and popular folk singer Dr.
Nitu Kumari Nootan
honored with the award by
the ambassadors of Algeria

as

release on Junuary 17.
production
arnika Films

it's
banner Ma
shared the
update
on

"The

Momentum is Un-
stoppable! #Emergency is
winning hearts and growing
stronger every day! Experience
the powerful story that has the
nation hooked. Witness HISTORY

"The Momentum is Un-
stoppable! #Emergency is
winning hearts and grow-
ing stronger every day!
Experience the pow-

erful story that
has the na

on
hooked
Witness
HISTO-
RY come
alive—

come alive—BOOK YOUR TICK-
ETS NOW! Watch #Emergen-

cylnCinemas today," read
the caption.

film's
collection on
its X handle on Monday.

and Mongolia and Global
President Dr. Jitendra
Joshi.

Bihar's daughter Dr. Nitu
Kumari Nootan has been
honored by the President
and the Prime Minister as
the country's popular folk
singer. Although Dr. Nitu
Kumari Nootan has received
many honors. But this time
shewas honored by foreign

‘The Seed of the Sacred
Fig’ to release in Indian
theatres on January 2

New Delhi
ranian filmmaker Mo-
hammad Rasoulof's ac-
claimed film “The Seed
of the Sacred F
which is also Germany’s Of-
ficial entry in the best inter-
national feature category at
the Oscars, is all set to release
in Indian theatres on January
24 in Persian with English
subtitles. “The Seed of the Sa-
cred Fig™ will be distributed
by Impact Films in India.
They have previously
brought several internation-
ally acclaimed titles such as
“Portrait of a Lady on Fire
“Parasite”, “Colette”, *
Parallel Mothers”,
“Triangle of Sadness”, “The
Whale”, “Everything Every-
where All At Once”, “The
Zone of Inte “Monster”
and “Exhuma” to Indian the-
atres.
The story of “The Seed of
the Sacred Fig” unfolds in

Hero",

Tehran during nationwide
protests triggened by the trag-
ic death of a young woman.

This  thought-provoking
thriller explores the harrow-
ing dynamics of family, au-
therity, and resistance against
abackdrop of societal unrest
The protagenist Iman; a
judge in the Revolutionary
Guard Court, faces a moral
and personal crisis as his
family becomes entangled in
the seismic events gripping
the city. What begins asa cel-
ebration of Iman's profes-
sional successunravels intoa
harrowing tale of paranoia,
betrayal, and resilience

/atch
#Emergency-
InCinemas
day," read the cap-

to-

tion
The poster featured the

ambassadors on the soil of
her country. The name of
Dr. Nitu Kumari Noota
who has increased the pride
of her state Bihar and the
country, is now echoing in
foreign countries as well
With the magic of her
melodious voice, Dr. Nitu
Kumari Nootan rules the
hearts of the audience and
listeners not only in Bihar

crore at box office in 3 days

day-wise breakdown of the
film's collection. After
opening on Friday with Rs
3.1 crore, "Emergency”
witnessed growth on Sat-
urday as by earning Rs
4.28 crore and Rs 4.87
erore on Sunday,
tively. The total collection
of the film stands at Rs
2. 26 crore,

"Emergency”, which
faced release delays, censor
issues, and protests from
Sikh bodies for its alleged
misrepresentation of facts,
was released on the big
sereen alongside Abhishek
Kapoor's directorial "Aza-
ad", starring debutants Aa-
man Devgan and Rasha
Thadani.

Spec-

Folk singer Dr. Nitu Kumari Nootan was
Honored with Award by Ambassadors in Delhi

but inthe whole country. On
the strength of the magic of
wonderful voice, she
has given a wonderful per-
formance in the Bharat
Mandapam program of the
Government of India and in
many programs of the Gov-
ernment of Bihar. For which
she was also honored. When
Dr. u Kumari Nootan
was honored with an award
in the field of folk singing in
Delhi, she said while talking
to the media- 'T was inter-
ested in the field of singing
since childhood, but it is
only the grace of Maa
Saraswati that my singing
will get such a big honor,
due to which I am being
honored by the government
and foreign ambassadors in
my country. I thank Dr. Ji-
tendrn Joshi, President of
Global India Business Fo-
rum and Deepali Gadkari
for this honor'.

he

British Sikh groups
disrupt some screenings
of ‘Emergency’ in UK

London .

ritish Sikh groups

have organised

protests against

Kangana Ranaut’s
‘Emergency’, disrupting the
film’s screening at some cin-
emas in the UK during its
opening weekend.

The Sikh Press Association
(PA) group stated on social
mexdia that the film is seen as
“anti-Sikh" and the protests
have resulted in cancelled
screenings in Birmingham
and Wolverhampton, in the
West Midlands region of
England.

Community organisation
Insight UK posted a video on
its X platform showing pro-
testers interrupting a screen-
ing of the film, dirécted by
Ranaut who also essays the
role of former prime minis-
ter Indira Gandhi, at a cine-
ma in Harrow, north-west
London.

“Pro-Khalistan extremists
storm Harrow cinema and
attempt to stop the screening
of ‘Emergency’,” states In-
sight UK.

Earlier, Sikh PA had re-
leased a statement to regis-
ter the group's protest
st the movie which cov-
ersthe period of Emergency
in India dating back to the
1970s.

“UK Sikhs are protesting
at cinemas (sic.
UK regarding tods
of the film Emergency, a
biopic of former India Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi con-
sidered anti-Sikh propagan-
da,” the group stated on X in
time for the film's release on
Friday.

“The film stars and was
created by Kangana Ranaut,
a notorious actress/politi-
cian in India, who pushes
bigoted rhetorie about the
minority Sikh-Pur
munity. Indira Gandhi was
the PM who initiated the
#SikhGenocide before her
assassination,” the Sikh PA
statement adds.

Meanwhile, Ranaut took
to social media herself with
a video expressing her grat-
itude and also voicing her
disappointment regarding
the film’s reception in Pun-
jab and among some Sikhs
abroad.

Speaking in Hindi, Ra-
naut said: “On bebalf of
Studio, Manikarnika Film,
and all the members of Ease
My Trip, 1 would like to
thank you all from the bot-
tom of my heart. You all
gave so much love and re-
spect to our film. We don't
even have words to express
our gratitude,

i com-

Citi NCPA Aadi Anant set to take its
musical celebration to Delhi & Chennai

New Delhi

he National Cen-

tre for the Per-

forming Arts

(NCPA), one of In-
dia’s premier cultural insti-
tutions, commenced its an-
nual classical music festi-
val, Citi NCPA Aadi Anant,
last weekend in Mumbai.
Each year, the festival brings
together the musical legacies
of some of the most revered
names in Indian Music,
making it one of the coun-
try’s most coveted classical
music experience.

The guru-shishya tradi-
tion, so elemental to Indian
classical music, has been
the central focus of the Citi
NCPA Aadi Anant festival,
which also continues to bea
thriving platform for inno-
vation within tradition.

The 14th edition of the
festival, supported by Citi,
set to present a series of
concerts across three cities —

Mumbai, Delhi and Chen-
nai. The festival commenced
on the 7th of December at
the NCPA with 'S
Awaz' presenting maestro
Shujaat Husain Khan, who
took the stage for a unique
performance blending both
sitar and vocals in his sig-

z aur

nature style, accompanied
by a talented ensemble. The
following conceit on the 8th
of December, ‘Sarod Quin-
tet: Three Generations, One
Legacy’, was a special treat

[ became drunk on my own success:
Ram Gopal Varma on career after 'Satya’

Mumbai
ilmmaker Ram
‘Gopal Varma said
he cried while
watching “Satya”
when it re-released last week
after 27 years because he
realised he
drunk on its success and his
later films, gimmicky and
with shock value, didn't have

had become

the same “honesty and in-

ered one of
the most original voices in
Hindi cinema in the 9os and
2000s with the success of
va', “Bhoot”
, later came to
ed with mediocre
uch as “Ram Gopal
Varma Ki Aag”, his remake

of “Sholay”, “Rakta Charitra”
and “God, Sex and Truth”.

He admitted as much on
Monday in a long post on X,
titled “A Satya (true) con-
fession to myself”, in which
he bared his heart.

“When the bright lights
of a ‘Rangeela’ or a ‘Satya”
blinded me, [ lost my vision
and that explains my mean-

dering into making films for
shock value or for gimmick
effect orto make a vulgar dis-
play of my technical wiz-
ardry or various other things
equally meaningless and in
that careless process, for-
getting such a simple truth
that technique utmost can el-
evate a given content but it
can't carry it.”

goers, featuring
maestro Amjad Ali Khan, a
towering figurein the world
of sarod, who was joined by
his sons, Amaan Ali Bangash
and Ayaan Ali Bangash,
along with his grandsons
Abeer Ali Bangash and Zo-
haan Ali Bangash. Together,
they presented a multi-gen-
eratio arod ensemble,
showcasing the enduring
legacy of the Seniya Bandash
music lineage.
Following

the grand

launch in Mumbai, the fes-
tival will now travel to Del-
hiand Chennai for two more
exceptional concerts, fea-
turing notable line-ups that
include some of the finest
stalwarts of Indian Classical
Music. Each performance is
designed to showease the
mastery and dedication of
both the maestros and their
students, highlighting the
enduring relevance and
beauty of India’s class
music heritage






