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A big fire broke out at the Maha Kumbh Mela here on Sunday due to a cylinder blast, engulfing 18 tents in
Sector 19. No casualty was reported in the incident. Thick clouds of smoke enveloped the mela area as panic
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gripped the nearby akhadas.

FIR against Rahul
Gandhi for fighting
‘Indian State’ remarks

egl
tered against Con-
ress leader Rahul

Gandhi in Guwahati for
his reported statement
“The BJP and RSS have
(:aplnred every single
institution, and we are
now [:ghllng the BJP,
, and the Indian
State itself.”

The FIR was lodged by
Monjit Chetia, with the
Panbazar Police Station.

He said the statement,
made in a public forum
by a person who is hold-
ing the position of Lead-
erof the Opposition, was
not an ordinary political
remark.

HIGHLIGHT

B Monjit Chetia, who
filed the complaint
said that the state-
ment, made in a pub-
lic forum by a person
who is holding the po-
sition of Leader of the
Opposition, was not
an ordinary political
remark.

“..The informant be-
lieves that these re-
marks were made with
deliberate design and
caleulated intent to un-
dermine the sovereignty
and integrity of the Indi-
an State and to provoke
rebellion against the
democratically-elected
central government and
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi,” the FIR read.

“The statement made
by the accused has gone
bevond the limits of per-
missible free speech and
CONTD ON PAGE-2
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Three Israeli hostages
j arrive in Israel as fragile
ceasefire passes first hurdle
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Kangana Ranaut's
'‘Emergency' earns
Rs 7.39 crore in two days

Suspected hooch leaves 7 dead

in dry Bihar, probe ordered

t least six people
died allegedly af-
er consuming

spurious liquor in Bi-
har's West Champaran
district during 36 hours
on Sunday. The incident
has put senior officials of
the district on their toes
due to liquor ban in the
state.

The tragedv struck
at Mathia village under
Lauria police  station

limits. Initially, 35-year-
old Pradip Gupta died
d.lle;,ed.l\ after consum-
ing spurious liquor on
Friday night. The next
y five others, includ-
ing Suresh Choudhary

2), Manish Choudhary
vaz Shah (25)
and Shiv Ram (60) died.

The relatives of the
sixth victim, however,
cremated the body be-
fore the arrival of police
to the village on Sun-
day. Locals said that all
the deceased belonging
to Mathia village were
addicted to aleohol and
used to consume the
banned material even
after protests from their
family members.

Surya Prakash Gup-
ta, sub-divisional officer
(SDO) of Lauria, said
that the district admin-
istration got informa-
tion about the death of
six people at Mathia vil-

was \:hspa(Lh(-d to the
village.

"The cause of death of
the victims will be ascer-
tained after post-mor-
tem. A medical team has
been sent to the affected
village for investigation.
The report of the med-
ical team is awaited,”
SDO Gupta said, adding
that further action mll
be initiated on the find-
ings of the medical team.

Rameshwar  Gupta,
father of one of the de-
ceased Pradip Gupta,
said that his son com-
plained of stomach ache,
loss of eyesight, vomit-
ing tendency and nausea
soon after he returned
hame from a local mar-
ket late on Friday.

He was rushed to the
primary health centre
at Lauria from where he
was referred to Bettiah

Sentence for RG Kar convict
to be pronounced on Monday

W The charges under which Roy has been convicted entail a minimum sentence of life

while the

impri.

Kolkata
Kolkata court will
on Monday pro-

ounce the quan-
tum of punishment of
Sanjay Roy, convicted
of raping and murdering
an on-duty doctor at the
state-run RG Kar Medi-
cal College and Hospital
in Kolkata.

The charges under
which Roy has been con-
victed entail a minimum
sentence of life impris-
onment, while the maxi-
mum can be capital pun-
ishment.

Additional
and Sessions Judge
Anirban Das, Sealdah
court, had on Saturday
declared Roy guilty of
rape and murder of the
postgraduate trainee at
the hospital on August 9
last year.

The gruesome crime
had led to nationwide
outrage and prolonged

District

can be capital punishment.

protests.

Roy, a former civic
volunteer with the Kol-
kata Police, was arrested
on August 10, 2024, a
day after the 31-year-old
medic's body was found
in the seminar room of
the hospital.

Found guilty of sexu-
ally assaulting the doe-

tor and throttling her to
death, Roy was convicted
on Saturday by the judge
under Sections 64, 66
and 103(1) of the Bharati-
va Nyaya Sanhita.

Section 64 (rape) of
the BNS entails a pun-
ishment of not less than
10 years and can go up to
life term

Section 66 (punish-
ment for causing death
or resulting in persis-
tent vegetative state
of victim) provides for
punishment of not less
than 20 years that may
extend to imprison-
ment for life, which shall
mean imprisonment for
the remainder of that
person's natural life, or
with death.

Section 103(1) (mur-
der) of BNS provides
for death penalty or im-
prisonment for life to a
person convicted of the
crime.

The judge said the over
160-page  judgement,
which will be complet-
ed after the pronounce-
ment of the sentence on
Monday, will also cate-
gorically answer some
questions raised by the
complainant, the father
of the vietim.

Agency

India’s 1st vertical-lift 'Pamban Bridge' over sea ready for
train operation; PM Modi may inaugurates next month

Abhishek Byahut

ameswaram

he fiest vertical-lift
Pamban  Bridge
in India, connect-

ing Mandapam town
in mainland India to
Pamban Island  and
Rameswaram with rail
connmi\‘ity is a sign of
“a modern engineering
marvel” in self-reliant
India.

With the completion
of the new Pamban Rail
Bridge, Rameswaram will
re-establish rail contact
after two years since the
closing of the century-old
Pamban bridge built dur-
ing British rule.

It is expected that
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi may inaugurate the
project on Mahashivratri
in February, 2025,

Over 100 years old, the
old Pamban Bridge, built
in 1914, has now gone out
of commission, retiring in
December 2022, The new
bridge construction be-
gan back in 2019 and was
completed by November
Jné-{

new  Pamban
lirldge is 2.08 km long
vertical  lift bridge
with a unique 72.5 meters
Vertical Lift <p'|n as this
660-metric-tonne  verti-
cal lift span can open up
to a height of 17 meters
within 5 minutes and 30
seconds, as eompared to
the old bridge's system

HIGHLIGHT

W Pamban Rail Bridge 'a
modern  engineering
marvel' is ready for
operation of the trains
between mainland In-
dia to Rameswaram.

of manual opening that
takes about 45 minutes.
This technology has been
revamped to save time in
the operation of the trains
and indeed requirement
for passage of large ships
underneath.

The new bridge has
100 spans across the sea,
99 of which are of 18.3
meters length and one of
which (the main span)

is 72.5 meters. The new
bridge is 3 meters higher
than the existing bridge.
‘The new broad-gauge
Pamban Bridge features a
single rail line with provi-
sions to add a second line
on parallel pillars when
needed.

The design of this steel
Bridge has been done by
a TYPSA, International
Consultant. The bridge
is designed with Euro-
pean and Indian Codes.
However, the construc-
tion of this bridge has
been done by indige-
nous agency Rail Vikas
Nigam Ltd (RVNL) in
coordination with the
Southern Railw

The bridge, costing Rs

531 crore, is supported
by 101 pillars and uses
5,772 metric tonnes of
standard steel. It also
features an automated
signal system to halt
train movements in ad-
verse weather conditions,

The trains are sup-
posed to cross the new
bridge at a speed of 50
km per hour, while on the
old bridge, the speed is 10
km per hour.

The new Pamban Rail
Bridge, set to be inaugu-
rated in February 2025,
will restore rail connec-
tivity to Rameswaram,
ensuring  safer, faster,
and more efficient travel
experience to passangers.

CONTD ON PAGE-2

il .
based government hos-
pital. However, he died
on the way to the hospi-
tal at Bettiah, the district

headquarters town of
West Champaran  dis-
trict.

When contacted, Bet-
tiah civil surgeon (in-
charge) Dr Murtuza
Ansari said, “A medical
team headed by medical
officer Dr. Dilip Kumar
has been sent to the af-
fected village to collect
evidence to corroborate
the statement of the rel-
atives' of the deceased.”

"So far we have re-
ceived information
about the death of four
to five people due to the
consumption of some
poisonous  substance,"
the civil surgeon (in
charge) said. He said
that the cause of death
will be ascertained after
post-mortem. The autop-
sy report is still awaited,”
he added. Agency

Saif attack

suspect sent
to police
custody

for 5 days

Mumbai

A Mumbai court on Sun-
day remanded a man
arrested in the Saif Ali
Khan attack case in five-
day police custody after
observing that the pros-
ecution’s contention of
an international con-
spiracy cannot be ruled
out.

The police produced
the accused Mohammad
Shariful Islam Shehzad
{30) hefurp a mElru;\nl
itan ma, ate court in

Bandra at 1:30 pm.

The police lnld the
court that the alleged at-
tacker was a Bangladeshi
national residing illegal-
Iy in India and there was
aneed to find the motive
behind his act.

The police also told
the court they needed to
find out if there was an
international conspiracy
linked to the case.

However, defence
lawyer Sandeep D Sher-
khane contended his ¢li-
ent was residing in the
country for several years
and has vital documents
(for staying in the coun-
try) and that his family
is also residing in India.

The case has been
hyped because of the
presence of actor Saif Ali
Khan, the defence law-
ver further submitted.

The police, however,
sought 14-day custody
stating the case was not
Just about a celebrity but
that it involved a brutal
attack. Agency




FIR against
Rahul Gandhi for
fighting ‘Indian
State’ remarks
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Following inauguration of Pamban Bridge, Govt. eying
to revive 1964 cyclone-damaged Dhanushkodi Rail line

CONT FROM PMSEﬂ Abhishek Byahut
the same Dh hkodi
serious threat to pubhc _ (Rameswaram)

order and national secu-
rity. By declaring that
his fight is against the
‘Indian State itself, the
accused has conscious-
ly incited subversive
activities and rebellion
among the populace.
This is an attempt to
delegitimize the au-
thority of the State and
to portray it as a hostile
force, thereby creating
a dangerous narrative
that could provoke un-
rest and separatist sen-
timents,” the FIR fur-
ther read.

‘The complainant said
the remarks were a
manifestation of Gan-
dhi's frustration over
repeated electoral fail-
ures. Having been una-
ble to gain public trust
throug| demacratic
means, the accused
now seeks to incite dis-
affection against the
central  government
and the Indian State,
the complainant said.

India’s 1st
vertical-lift
‘Pamban Bridge’
over sea ready
for train operation;
PM Modi may
inaugurates

next month

CONT FROM PAGE-1

The police also told
court the investigation
is at a primary stage.

Khan sustained griev-
ous injuries in the attack,
including a part of the
knife blade getting em-
bedded in his body, the
investigating officer told
court.

The knife broke into
three parts, two of which
have been found, while
the third needs to be
recovered from the ac-
cused, the police told
court.

The clothes the ac-
cused had worn at the
time of the incident will
have blood stains and
it needs to be seized as
part of the probe, police
submitted.

A probe was required
to find out how he en-
tered the actor’s house
and the motive behind
the attack, the 10 said.

However, the defence
lawyer said Shehzad
should be remanded in
Jjudicial custody.

Accepting the police’s
contention  after pe-
rusing documents on
record, the court said
the prosecution’s sub-
mission of international
conspiracy “cannot he
said to be impossible™.

“I find the allegations
against the accused are
well-founded.  There-
fore, the police need to
be provided with suffi-
cient time to investigate
‘the case. Five-day police
custody is justified,” the
court said.

The court also dis-
missed the defence’s
claim that the arrest was
illegal and asserted the
police had followed all
req}x:ired norms while ap-
prehending the accused.

Farlier in the day, the
police had told the media
that the alleged attacker
was a Bangladeshi nation-
al who had illegally en-
tered India and changed
This name to Bijoy Das, He
was held from adjoining
Thane city.

As per preliminary
probe, he had entered
the Bollywood star's
home, in Satguru Sha-
ran building in Band-
ra, in the early hours of
January 16 with the in-
tention of theft, the po-
lice had said.

Khan (54) was stabbed
multiple times in the at-
tack, after which he un-
derwent a five-hour sur-
gery in nearby Lilavati
Hospital.

he first vertical-lift
TPamhan Bridge
in India, connect-
ing Rameswaram island
with rail connectivity,
has been completed.
Following its inaugura-
tion, the central govern-
ment and Railway Min-
istry will expedite plans
to expand train services
fl'OI'll Rameswaram sta-
tion to Dhanusl i
In 2019, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the
Rameswaram-Dhanush-
kodi rail project, but five
years later, it remains
stalled due to environ-
mental concerns and de-
lays in land acquisition

from the Tamil Nadu
government.
Talks between the

Central and Tamil Nadu
Governments are ongo-
ing. If an agreement is
reached, the project will

be expedited. In the com-

ing vears, trains will op-

erate f:omRamﬁwamm 'T]ns projecl will revive
to Dh as ef- s rail her-
forts to revive the histor- ltage and boost local
ic railway line, originally ~ tourism and develop-
closed due to the 1964 ment.

tsinami, are underway.

In 2018-2019, a sur-
vey approved the recon-
nection of Rameswaram
to Dhanushkodi by rail,
with funds sanctioned,

T h e
Rameswaram-Dhanush-
kodi rail link was de-
stroyed in the 1964 cy-
clone, which obliterated
the railway station and

m{rasimcl.ure built by
he Bi . The train op-
erated on this route until
the disaster on Decem-
ber 22-23, 1964.

The railway line and
station still exist and at-
tract visitors today, hav-
ing served as a key travel
link between India and
Sri Lanka. Steamer ser-

vices to Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) operated here,
resulting in the loss of
hundreds of lives, in-
cluding train staff and
passengers, in this dis-
aster.

No initiatives were
made to restore the rail-
way line until March
2019, when Prime Min-

Wanted criminal arrested
in attempt to murder case

Hemant Kumar
New Delhi

With the arrest of one

n the crime Branch
of Delhi police claimed to
have solved an attempt to
murder case at Ashok Vi-
har police station here on
Sunday.

According to the po-
lice, the accused has
been identified as Suraj
(23), a resident of Kau-
shalpuri, Azadpur.

The police said the ac-
cused Suraj, was wanted
in an attempt to mur-
der case against him at
Ashok Vihar police sta-
tion had been evading
for the last two months.
He was the main culprit
responsible for stabbing
the victim during the
clash.

The police said, on
November 2 last year a
violent clash broke out

between two local gangs
from the Azadpur clus-
ter, led by Ankit Changa
and Suraj. The alterca-
tion, over establishing
supremacy in the area,
led to the use of danger~
ous weapons such as pis-
tols, knives, and broken
bottles. Two separate
cases of attempt to mur-

Rahul Gandhi launches
‘White T-shirt movement’
for justice, equality

New Delh
“Leader of Opposition Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sunday
announced the launch of
a 'White T-shirt Move-
ment,” championing the
rights of the masses, even
as he accused the Naren-
dra Modi government of
turning its back on the
poor.

Gandhi  announced
the launch in a poston X
and urged people to be a
part of it.

“If you believe in eco-
nomic justice, oppose
rising wealth inequal-
ities, fight for social
equality, reject all forms
of discrimination, and

in our country,
wear your white T- i]'m‘ti
and join the movement,”
said a video voiceover
posted by Gandhi on X.
Gandhi said, “Today
the Modi government
has turned its back on
the poor and the work-
ing class and has left
them to their own devic-
es. The government’s en-
tire focus is on enriching
a select few capitalists.”
He said that because
of this, inequality is
constantly  increasing
and the condition of the

workers “who nourish
the country with their
blood and sweat” is get-
ting worse and they are
forced to endure various
kinds of injustice and
atrocities.

“In such a situation, it
is the responsibility of all
of us to raise our voice
strongly to get them jus-
tice and rights. With this
thought, we are starting
the #WhiteTshirtMove-
ment,” he said on X.

“I appeal to my youth
and working class col-
leagues to participate
in this movement in
large numbers. To
join this campaign
and get detailed infor-
mation about it, vis-
it this Tink -https://
whitetshirt. in/home/
hin or give a missed
call on this number --
9999812024," the post
further read,

The website of the
‘White T-shirt Move-
ment’ states that a
‘white T-shirt’ is not
Jjust a piece of cloth but
is a symbol of the par-
ty's five guiding prin-
ciples -- compassion,
unity, non-violence,
equality, and progress
for all.

der were registered FIR
Nos. 461/24 & 462/24 at
PS Ashok Vihar. All the
accused, were arrested
in the case. However,
managed to evade arrest
by frequently chang-
ing his appearance and
hideouts.

A team set up a trap at
the location based on the

received  information,
with technical assistance
provided as a result, the
team successfully ap-
prehended the suspect.
During  interrogation,
admitted his involve-
ment in the crime.

During interrogation,
Suraj revealed that on
the intervening night of
November last year, he,
along with his associ-
ates Ashish, Vishal, and
Rohit, attacked victims
Hemant, Pintu, Ankit,
and Aakash with knives,
causing multiple stab
wounds. Suraj was the
primary individual re-
sponsible for the stab-
bing and had been evad-
ing arrest due to ongoing
rivalries within the area.
While his associates had
been arrested, he con-
tinued to remain on the
run.

Prime Minister
Modi initiated the
Rameswaram-
Dhanushkodi rail
project in 2019 to
revive a 1964 cyclone-
damaged line, but
environmental  and
state government land
acquisition delays
cause concern:

ister Narendra Modi laid
the foundation stone for
the Rameswaram-Dha-
nushkodi rail project.

The project includes a
7.3 km broad gauge line
with 13 km of elevated
track, showcasing mod-
ern engineering. Three
halt stations and a ter-
minal will be built at an
estimated cost of Rs 733.
91 crore allocated, with
Rs 17.61 crore spent on
initial works.

The project is pend-
ing land and environ-
mental clearances.
66 hectares of private
land, 28.61 hectares of
forest. The Tamil Nadu
government has ad-
dressed environmental
concerns related to 82
hectares of government
land for the railways.

The state govern-
ment requested the
railways to revise the
projeet, enabling faster

Sir Ganga Ram

progress if bottlenecks
are resolved. The re-
construction  of this
rail link will facilitate
access to Dhanushko-
di, which is significant
both religiously and
historically.

Lakhs of tourists can
now easily reach Dha-
nushkodi, boosting local
tourism. Dhanushkodi
was a historie Indian
Railways station connect-
ing Ceylon in Sri Lanka to
Mandapam in India.

This area gained rec-
ognition for its location
atop Pamban Island,
where steamer services
operated until 1964, en-
hancing economic and
cultural ties between In-
dia and Sri Lanka. With
government  approval,
this project wilF revive
Dhanushkodis rail her-
itage and boost the re-
gion’s economic and cul-

tural development.

The railway's move
exemplifies the Modi
government’s “De-
velopment with Her-
itage” policy, as the

Rameswaram-Dha-
nushkodi rail link pro-
ject honors the mem-
ories of those who lost
their lives in the 1964
cyclone Decades later,
the area will buz with
railway engines and bus-
tling passengers once
again,

Hospital and

IMA Karol Bagh Organize CME

New Delhi

Sir Ganga Ram Hospi-

tal, in association with
the Indian Medical As-
sociation (IMA) Karol
Bagh, hosted a Contin-
uing Medical Educa-
tion (CME) program on
Head & Neck and Breast
Cancers here.

‘This CME event aimed
to provide medical pro-
fessionals with valuable
insights into the latest
advancements in cancer
diagnosis,  treatment,
and management. The
Emgrﬂm was attended

_) distinguished medi-
cal experts, practition-
ers, and cancer care
specialists from various
fields.

The event was graced
by the presence of sev-
eral esteemed patrons,
and other diginetaries.

The event also fea-
tured a special presenta-
tion by Pfizer, which
contributed to the dis-

in cancer therapies. This
CME session provided
an in-depth exploration
of the evolving role of
surgical, radiation, and
immunotherapy  treat-
ments in  improving
patient outcomes. The
program highlighted the
significance of multidis-
ciplinary management
in personalizing cancer
care and enhancing the
quality of life for pa-
tients.

The organizing team
expressed their grati
tude to all the distin-
guished speakers, pa-
trons, and participants
for making the event a
resounding success. Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital
remains committed to
advancing medical ed-
ucation, clinical prac-
tices, and cancer care,
ensuring that health-
care professionals are
equipped with the lat-
est knuwledge to tackle
the cl of cancer

sur
the latest advancements

treatment.

Delhi’s development will return if
people vote for Congress in polls: Kharge

_ New]
“Ahead of tt
5 Delhi Assembly elec-
tions, Congress Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
has urged Delhiites to
vote oﬁy for the grand
old party in the polls
asserting that his par-
ty only can fulfill their

needs.

In a post on X, Kharge
said, “Every need will be
fulfilled, vote only for
Congress.”

The Congress chief
said Delhi’s develop-
ment will return if peo-
ple vote for Congress in
the polls.
“Development of Del-
hi will return one vote to
Congress, Congress will
win, unwavering faith
has awakened among
the people!” Kharge said
in the post.

“Delhi has to be saved
from its plight, We have
to move again towards
development and public
welfare,” he said.

In the post, the Con-
gress Chief also made
a mention of the ‘Pyari
Didi  Yojana', ‘Jeevan
Raksha Yojana', ‘Me-
hangai Mtﬂih YDJFIHII
and Yuva Udaan Y
jana’ which the party

bruary

promised to implement
if the it came to power in
Delhi.

Under the ‘Pyari Didi
Yojana', the Congress
promised to {:mvide Rs
2,500 monthly allow-
ance to every woman
and Rs 25 lakh health in-
surance cover for all the
residents under “Jeevan
Raksha Yojana'.

Jaam
The Congress on Jan-
uary 16 announced the
‘Mehangai Mukti Yoja-
na' under which it vowed
to provide a gas cylinder
at Rs 500, free ration
kit and free electricity
up to 300 units to every
household per month if
the party comes to pow-
er in the assembly elec-
tions in Delhi.

Earlier on January
12, the party announced
the 'Y\wu Udaan Yojana'
and promised to provide
Rs 8,500 per month to
every educated unem-
ployed youth in the
national capital for
a year if it comes to
power.

“Women will get
Rs 2500/month from
Pyari Didi Yojana, Ex-
citement from life sav-
ing plan with Rs 25 lakh
insurance, Apprentice-
ship of Rs 8500/month
from Yuva Udaan Yo-
jana, Everyone benefits
from inflation free an
electricity schemes,”
Kharge said.

Elections to  the
70-member  Assembly
in Delhi are scheduled
to be held on February
5 and the counting of
votes will take place on
February 8.

In the 2020 Assem-
bly polls, the AAP won
62 Assembly seats and
the BJP eight constitu-
encies while in 2015 polls,
the AAP bagged 67 seats
and BJP won only three
seats.

The Congress drew a
blank on both the As-
sembly polls.

Amit Shah
affirms PM
Modi's full
support for
Andhra’s
development

Amaravati

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday em-
phasised the support of
the Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi-led govern-
ment for Andhra Pradesh,
announcing that the Cen-
tre has approved projects
totalling over Rs 3 lakh
crore for the state in just
six months.

He was addressing a
gathering after inau-
gurating the National
Institute  of Disaster
Management’s southern
campus and the Nation-
al Disaster Response
Force’s (NDRF) 1oth
Battalion campus near
Vijayawada, along with
other projects.

He further said that
PM Modi has ensured Rs
27,000 crore for Amara-
vati capital city develop-
ment through HUDCO
and World Bank.

Taking a jibe at the
previous YSRCP  gov-
ernment, Shah asked
the people of Andhra
Pradesh not to dwell on
the “wasted” five years,
saying Chief Minister
Naidu and PM Modi
would work together
with renewed focus and
accelerated efforts to de-
velop the state.

“1 want to assure that
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment at the Centre
is standing like a rock
(supporting) with Chan-
drababu Naidu for AP's
development,” he said.

On the NDRF, Shah
said today India has
emerged as a global
leader in Disaster Man-
agement, and in the area
of disaster resilient in-
frastructure the country
is leading the world.

While the NDRF re-
sponds during natural
disasters, the NDA steps
in to serve the ‘feople
during “man-made” cri-

ses.

He asserted that after
the massive wins in the
2024 Assembly elections
in  Maharashtra  and
Haryana, the NDA is
poised to form the gov-
ernment in Delhi as well
in early 2025.

18 0 sae ot 4 o A e =)
R T W AT T ST
B & wfive # ofy 40 o
e @ o @ g | AR
T @ TIER T 2/
T R A |

PUBLIC NOTICE

This i3 to inform that our chent Mrs:
Meeny Ahug

a owner of Propeny

w. Delhi has lost ther
chain, document ic. Legal Heir
Cenifioate of Late Mrs Padma
Pengasa. Kindly seach out at Mob.
No. 9971120185 in case someons
Tounds the document

Vishal Yaday

Advocate

Plot No. 3713, Sec-23A,
Gurugram, 1R,

M. No. 810643077

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to the generl public
and all concern that my client Mr
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DELHI

Kejriwal seeks
reel life to change
tainted image:
Delhi Congress

Staff Reporter
New Dethi

Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav said that it
was surprising that former
CM Arvind Kejriwal has
made a documentary to cov-
er up his liquor scam taint.
As a failure in real life, he
was now seeking solace in
reel life to whitewash his
corrupt image.

He said that to hide his
corruption in the liquar pol-
icy, Kejriwal did not table the
CAG reports in the assembly,
despite the direction of the
Lt. Governor, but now it
comes to light that he has
made a film on it.

Yadav that the Delhi Con-
gress was the first to com-
plain to the Lt Governor
about corruption in the im-
plementation of the old
liquor policy. Yadav said
that during the Congress
government, in 2013, abar-
code system was introduced
on every bottle from inven-
tory to the point of sale, but
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Kejriwal proposes affordable housing

scheme for sanitation workers

B Ahead of the assembly elections in Delhi, AAP’s

ional Cc and

for the New Delhi assembly constituency

Arvind Kejriwal, on Sunday, proposed a scheme to provide affordable homes to sanitation workers on monthly installments.

New Delhi
head of the as-
sembly elections
in Delhi, AAP’s
ational  Con-
venor and candidate for the
New Delhi assembly con-
stituency Arvind Kejriwal,
on Sunday, proposed a
scheme to provide afford-
able homes to sanitation
workers on monthly in-
stallments.

Addressing a press con-
ference, the former chief
minister of Delhi revealed
that he has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi re-
questing the Centre to pro-
vide land to the Delhi gov-
ernment for the construc-
tion of these homes. Since

the land in the national cap-
ital is under the Centre’s
control as per the Constitu-
tional framework, he said its
cooperation is essential for
the project.

Delhi Police stalled
screening of documentary
on arrest of leaders: AAP

the AAP government was

Jax in i ing it and New Delhi C ission also reportedly
ended transparency in the The AAP, on Sunday, ac-  canceled the venue's book-
liquor policy. cused the Delhi Police of ing, citingpermission issues.

Yadav said that open loot
was carried outto help the
liquor contractors in many
ways. He said that not only
Kejriwal committed the cor-
ruption in a shameful man-
ner, but also pushed unem-
ployed youth into the abyss
of liquoraddiction.

Tender issued for

beautification of
Japanese and D Park

stalling the screening of a
documentary based on the
arrest of Arvind Kejriwal
and other party leaders in jail
for the second day at the
Godavari auditorium at the
behest of the BJP .

However, there was no
reaction from the Delhi Po-
lice to the allegation till go-
ing to press.

According to Singh, the
AAP had booked an andito-
rium for a press conference
and ing of the docu-

Noida

mentary. However, the Del-
hi Police allegedly blocked
the event under pressure
from the BJP. The Election

“I want to draw your at-
tention to the issues faced
by sanitation workers em-
ployed in NDMC and MCD
areas. These workers, who
are the backbone of our

city's cleanliness system,
are required to vacate thur
government accommoda-
tions after retirement. With
no means to buy homes or
afford high rents in Delhi,
they and their families face
a precarious situation,” Ke-
jriwal said.

He said he wants the Cen-
tral government to allot
land for the retired sanita-
tion workers at concession-
al rates and the Delhi gov-
ernment, in turn, would
construct houses on the
land so that the workers
could repay the cost in af-
fordable installments and
thereby become owners of
the houses by their retire-
ment.

The scheme, he said,
would initially foeus on san-
itation workers and could be
extended to benefit all gov-
ernment employees later.
He urged the Centre to ad-
dress this pressing issue to
ensure better living condi-
tions for the city’s essential
workers. Earlier on Friday,
Kejriwal wrote asimilar let-
ter urging Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for a 50 per
cent concession for students
in Delhi Metro fares.

He said since both the
Centre and the Delhi gov-
ermnment share ownership of
the Delhi Metro, both
should jointly bear the cost
of the proposed fare con-
cession.

Kejriwal seeks Aggarwal community’s
support ahead of Delhi polls

New Delhi
AAP National Convenor
Arvind Kejriwal met repre-
senk\tives uf the Aggam'nl

“When we are neither
holding a public rally nor
making an appeal for votes,
what right does the Election
Commiission have to cancel
the permission? A press con-
ference doesn't require their
approval,” he added.

on Sunday, urgllu, them to
support the Aam Aadmi
Party in the upcoming as-
sembly elections.
Expressing his gratitude
onsocial media platform X,
Kejriwal stated, “Met with
representatives of the Ag-

aSabha MP Dr. Sushil
Gupta highlighted that
members from all 70 con-

“Eleetion Co garwal ¢ y at my of Delhi came
]nb)s!nmsumﬁecandtan' residencetoday and thanked  together to demonstrate the
elections, not tointerferein  them for their continued  unity of the Aggarwal com-

press conferences. Press con-
ferences have never required
their permission,” Singh
elaborated.

Singh further stated, “On
Saturday, we were told that
the event couldn't proceed
due to crowd concerns.

support to the Aam Aadmi
Party. With the blessings of
Maharaja Agrasen, we have

served the people of Delhi
with sincerity and will con-
tinue to do so in the fu-

ture.”
AAP leader and former

AAP’s Youth Wing state unit vice
president Kapil Nagar joins B]JP

New Delhi

The Noida Authority has
issued tender for con-
struction of Japanese
Park in sector-g4 and
beautification of D Park
in sector-62. According
to the sources, after the
selection of the agency,
the work of both the parks
will be started.

Interested agencies can
apply till February 3. Both
the parks will cost around
Rs 25 crore. The authori-
ty claims that if the agen-
cies are selected, then it
will take only nine
months to complete the
work.

Noida Authority's hor-
ticulture department di-
rector Anand Mohan said
that if the agency is se-
lected in this tender
process, then work will
start from March. He said
that the Japanese park
will cost around Rs 10
crore to prepare. The
Japanese park will show
those aspects of culture
which have qualities like
love for nature, peace and
spirituality.

The park will have
Japanese swings, drag-
on-shaped swings, many
selfie points, walking
tracks, waterfalls, rivers,
islands and bridges. Some
such trees and plants will
also be grown here which
will be grown using
Miyawaki technology. The
park will be built on 14
acres

About Rs 15 crore will
be spent on the beautifi-
cation of D Park. A big
entrance will be built for
entering the park. There
will also be kiosks and
food courts here. Along
with this, the butterfly
dome and the lake inside
will also be beautified.
Many other works in-
cluding musieal fountain
will be done. People will
also be able totravel here
by boat.

Abeadof the February 5 Del-
hi Assembly elections, the
Aam Aadmi Party’s Youth
Wing State Viee President
Kapil Nagar joined the BJP
on Sunday.

Along with him, more than
200 Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
workers from the Model
Town Assembly constituen-
cyalso took the BJP's mem-
bership.

Nagar joined the saffron
party in the presence of BJP
national general secretary
Arun Singh and Delhi BIP
president Virendra Sachde-
va.

On this occasion, BIP can-
didate from Model Town,
Ashok Goyal, and state
spokespersons Nitin Tyagi
and Shubhendu Shekhar
Awasthi also welcomed Na-

Parvesh Verma vows to

Nagar joined the saf-

fron party in the
presence of BJP na-
tional general secre-
tary Arun Singh and
Delhi BIP president
Virendra Sachdeva.

.

Nagar said his resolution is
now to work with the BJP

colleagues and secure a vic-

tory for the party in Model
“Town Assembly constituen-
.

BJP national general sec-
retary Arun Singh said Del-
hi's political atmosphere has
completely changed, and
people from all sections of
society, particularly the youth
and women, are now joining
the BJP to envision a new
highly developed Delhi.

munityinsupporting Kejri-
wal.

“Arvind Kejriwal himself
belongs to the Aggarwal
community. The BJP has
subjected him to numerous
injustices, including im-
prisonment and false cases.

The threats from agencies
like the ED and CBI go be-
vond him; they affect the en-
tire ecommunity, which has
woiced its opposition to such
actions,” Dr Gupta said.
ajesh Goyal, National
Pn.udml of the Aggarwal
Samaj Ki Awaaz organiza-
tion, noted that assembly
presidents from all Delhi
constituencies, along with
their teams, met Kejriwal to
discuss their concerns.

fearful today that it hesitates
to express its political affil-
iations openly. This fear
stems from a deliberate po-
litical conspiracy. Everyone
knows that wherever the
Aggarwal community re-
sides, it excels through its
capabilities.

719 candidates in
fray for Delhi
Assembly elections

New Delhi

A total of 719 candidates
are set to contest the up-
coming Delhi Assembly
elections across 70 con-
stituencies, according to
data from the Election
Commission. This comes
after the scrutiny of nom-
ination papers, which con-
cluded on January 18.

“Out of 981 nominations
filed, 719 have been ac-
cepted. January 17 was the
last date for filing nomi-
nations, while the serutiny
took place on January 18,”
the Election Commission
stated

A total of 1,040 nomina-
tions were initially sub-
‘mitted, of which 477 were
rejected. The highest num-
‘ber of candidates is con-
testing from the New Del-
hi constituency, with 23
candidates in the fray. In
contrast, Kasturba Nagar
and Patel Nagar con-
stituencies have the fewest
candidates, with only five
each.
Notable candidates for
the New Delhi constituen-
¢y include AAP's Arvind
Kejriwal, seeking a fourth
term as MLA, BIP’s Pncth
Verma, and Congre:
Sandeep Dikshit, both for-
mer MPs.

In Kalkaji constituency,

13 candidates are contest-
ing, including prominent
figures such as Chief Min-
ister Atishi from AAP,
BJP's Ramesh Bidhuri, and
Congress' Alka Lamba.

Candidates have until
Monday, January 20, to
withdraw their nomina-
tions, following which the
final list of candidates for
the February 5 elections
will be published.

‘The Delhi elections will
take place in a single phase
on February 5. A fierce tri-
angular contest is expect-
ed between the Aam Aad-
‘mi Party (AAP), Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), and
Congress, with political
stakes running high amid
the cold wave in the na-
tional capital. The election
results will be announced
on February 8.

In the 2020 Assembly
elections, AAP secured 62
out of 70 seats, while BJP
won 8 seats.

Earlier, on January 6,
the Election Commission
of India (ECT) released the
final electoral roll. The to-
tal number of registered
voters in Delhi stands at
1,55,24,858, comprising
83.49,645 male voters,
71,73,952 female voters,
and 1,261 third-gendervot-
ers.

Cong leader Udit Raj accuses AAP, BJP of betraying Dalits

New Delhi

In the lead-up to the Delhi
Assembly elections, Con-
gress leader and former MP
Udit Raj on Sunday unzed
the Dalit community not to
vote for the BJP or AAP, ac-
cusing both parties of caus-
ing significant harm to the
community.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the DPCC office,
Udit Raj alleged that as the
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal had made several prom-
ises to the Dalit community
but failed to fulfill them over
the past decade.

“Kejriwal did not fill thou-
sands of vacant posts in the
Delhi Government, which
would have benefited the
Dalit community. He also
failed to regularize ad hoc
and temporary employees,
including sanitation workers,
teachers, DTC employees,
and others. Additionally, he
had promised to appoint a

defeat

Arvind Kejriwal by 20k votes

New Delhi
Former MP and BJP can-
didate from the New Del-
hi assembly constituency
Parvesh Verma, on Sun-
day, predicted that Arvind
Kejriwal, who is pitted
against him, in the election
by a margin of 20,000
votes.

The statement from Ver-
ma came a day after the
AAP alleged attack on na-
tional convener Arvind Ke-
jriwal's car with stones
during an election cam-
paign and Verma coun-
tered the allegation saying
three youths, residents of
the New Delhi area, were
allegedly hit by AAP chiefs
wvehicle as they tried to ap-
proach him during his
door-to-door campaign for
polls.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Verma gave it in
writing that he would be

able to defeat Kejriwal by
20,000 votes. "A vehicle in
which Kejriwal himself
was sitting hit three local
youths but the AAP is cre-
ating a fake narrative of an
attack on him,” he said.
Verma said that five
years ago, on this exact
date, January 19, Kejriwal
had announced 10 guar-
antees, which included a
pollution-free Delhi, clean
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and bright Delhi, safer Del-
hi for women, facilities in
unauthorized colonie
housing for slum dwellers,
a shining Delhi, access to
clean water, world-class
schools, affordable health-
care facilities, and the
largest and cheapest pub-
lic transport system.

All of these promises re-
mained unfulfilled and the
people of Delhi are now

pointing out how bad the
city's situation has be-
come, he said.

He has not been able to
step out of his New Delhi
constituency and was con-
ducting door-to-door cam-
paigns. Not a single photo
or video of his public meet-
ing in the constituency is
available due to poor re-
sponse by the locals, he
claimed “Kejriwal is con-
ducting his election cam-
paign with a convoy of 50
cars and 400 Punjab Police
personnel despite having
taken the oaths to refuse
security and vehicles. Vot-
ers will not support him
this time,” he emphasised.

The BJP leader claimed
that Kejriwal would finish
at the third position. After
this, he would be planning
to go to Punjab to replace
Bhagwant Mann as the
chief minister.

Dalit as the Deputy Chief
Minister of Punjab but did
not honor this commitment,”
Raj said. The Congress leader
also questioned Kejriwal
about the lack of | i

ward-class representatives
among its 11 Rajya Sabha
MPs.

“Kejriwal misled Dalits
with the Ambedkar ‘\L]'lﬂ]-!l‘-

spent on its publicity,” he
added.

Raj criticized Kejriwal for
remaining silent on the issue
of a caste census, claiming he
ignored Rahul Gandhi's de-
mand for a public statement
on the matter.

He also reiterated that Ke-
jriwal had promised to ap-
point a Dalit Deputy Chief
Ministerin Punjab but failed
to deliver.

The Congress leader ac-
cused Kejriwal of hurting
Dalit sentiments by using
thebroom as his party’s sym-
bol to garner their votes,
without taking meaningful
steps to improve their wel-
fare, education, or employ-
ment o] itie:

for Buddhist monks and
priests at the Guru Ravi Das
Mandir and Valmiki Mandir,
who belong to the Dalit com-
m

mity.
He further alleged that
AAP has no Dalit or back-

ship Scheme
2020. However, due tu a
lack of funds, Dalit students
were not sent abroad. This
was merely an old scheme
repackaged, with only Rs 25
lakh distributed in scholar-
ships, while Rs 5 crore was

“Kejriwal engages in vote-
bank politics, seeking the
support of Dalits, backward
lexses the poor, and mar-

d communities with-
out addressing their real con-
cerns,” Raj concluded.

Delhi never seen such violence during
polls: Kejriwal on ‘attack’ on him

New Delhi
A day after an alleged at-
tack on his vehicle during
eampaigning in the New
Delhi assembly con-
stituency, Arvind Kejriwal
said the city has never seen
the kind of violence during
polls where a former CM's
life could be under threat.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the AAP's
national convenor said,
“The people of Delhi have
never witnessed eam-
paigning during which a
murderous attack was
made on a former chief
ministe:

“This is their way of
campaigning because they
are losing badly,” he
added, apparently refer-
ring to the BJP, whose
workers are accused of the
attack by him and his par-
ty.

Dismissing BJP candi-
date Parvesh Verma's pre-
diction that he would lose
the New Delhi seat by

20,000 votes, Kejriwal
said, "Let him live in
dreams for some days.”

Meanwhile, in another
Joint presser with party
MP Sanjay Singh, Delhi
Chief Minister Atishi al-
leged that one of the per-
sons involved in the at-
tack on Kejriwal is a “fre-
quent associate” of BJP
candidate Verma, pitted
against Kejriwal in the as-
sembly election.

Atishi claimed that the
attacker, identified as
Rahul, has multiple erim-
inal cases against him, in-
cluding charges of robbery
and attempted murder.
This individual, along with
others, was sent to attack
Kejriwal and is often seen
with Verma during cam-
paigning.

“The people who at-
tacked Arvind Kejriwal
and threw stones at his
car are serious offenders
with cases registered
against them. The BJP,

unable to defeat Kejriwal
electorally, is resorting to
such tactics to remove him
from their way,” the CM
alleged.

Moreover, another par-
ty leader, Sanjay Singh,
echoed similar concerns,
accusing the BJP of or-
chestrating the attack as
part of a larger conspiracy.
He claimed that the BJP is
desperate to return to
power in Delhi after more
than 25 years and is re-
sorting to violence and in-
timidation to counter the
AAP's popularil
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OP[NION

By Dr. Anil Singh

On the economic front,
Trump's promise to slash
taxes, deregulate indus-
tries, and bring manufac-
turing jobs back to the
U.S. struck a chord with
disillusioned workers.

Israeli military sources
claim that its strikes in-
side Iran (precipitated by
an Iranian missile assault
on lIsrael) dismantled
much of its air defense
systems.
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“The Historic Ascension of Donald Trump: Transforming

America’s Role in Global Politics and Economy”

he United States
preiidency is a
n - unpar-

nlleled in its influence
on global politics, eco-
nomics, and societal
values. Donald Trump,
a real estate tycoon
and television person-
ality turned politician,
epitomizes a unique
chapter in this 1egav
cy. His journey to the
presidency, culminat-
ing in the oath-taking
ceremony on January
20, marks a transform-
ative moment in mod-
ern history. Leaders
from across the globe,
including Indian in-
dustrialist Mukesh
Ambani, will bear wit-
ness to this significant
event. As Trump as-
sumes office, his past
statements and poli-
cies shape not just the
direction of U.S. gov-
ernance but also glob-
al geopolitics and eco-
nomic dynami

Historical Perspective
of the U.S. Presidency

The U.S. presidency
has  historically  sym-
bolized democracy,
leadership, and global
stewardship. From the
foundational  principles
laid by George Wash-
ington to the dynamic
diplomacy of Franklin
D. Roosevelt, every pres-
ident has left a distinct
mark on the on and
the world. Trump's
sion to this role, however,
stunds out for its devia
tion from conventional
political pathways. His
election campaign slogan,
“Make America  Great
Again," resonated deeply
with millions who sought
change amidst political
stignation. His presiden-
represents o new era
where traditional politi-
cal norms are challenged,
and business actmen
takes precedence.

Trump’s Campaign
Promises: Foreign
Economy, and
National Pride

Donald “Trump's cam-
paign was marked by bold

and often controversial
statements. He pledged
to redefine U.S. foreign

policy by

Iran is

ro-Israel trium-

halm-: are cele-

r:mng a trifecta: in
the course of a little over
a year, Israel has felled
or significantly set back
its three most trouble-
some enemies: Hamas,
Hezbollah, and Syria's
Bashar  al-Assad.  An-
other enemy, Iran, has
been brought low by Is-
raeli missile attacks, the
assassination of Hamas
leader Ismail Haniyeh
in Tehran, and a Revo-
lutionary Guard com-
mander in Damascus. Its
Iragi Shia militia allies
have reportedly prom-
ised, at least temporarily,
to cease attacks on Israel.

prioritizing

Israeli military soure-
es claim that its strikes
in dl. Iran (precipitat-
ed by an Iranian mis-
sile assault on Israel)
dismantled much of
its air defense systems,
These security officials
note that llm was a key
ﬂ]l.‘iﬁll‘]n. ninate
Tran's air dofcl in
preparation for a fu-
ture all-out assault on
its nuclear program.

e sources estimate it
will take a year or more
for Iran to repair the
current damage and
restore its_capabilities,
During this period, it
will be most vulnerable,
and an attack would
be most optimal from
an Israeli point of view.
That would be the time
frame within which
such an assault would

expected.

American interests over
global engagements. His
assertion that NATO al-
lies must shoulder more
financial  responsibility
for defense wos a direct
challenge to decades-old
alliances. He vowed to
renegotiate trade agree-
ments, such as NAFTA
and the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, which he
ed unfavorable to
- economic. intere
‘Ameri
doctrine emph
tional pride, economie re-
juvenation, and & robust
defense posture.

On the economic front,
Trump's promise to slash
taxes, deregulate indus-
tries, and bring manu-
facturing jobs back to the
U.S. struck a chord with
disillusioned workers. His
emphasis on renegotiat-
ing trade deals with China
and implementing tariffs
aimed to Testore the U
as 1 manufacturing power-
house. Trump also pledged
to invest in infrastructure
and energy independence,
ensuring America's domi-
nance in global trade and
energy markets.

Inauguration Day: A
Global Spectacle

Trump's  oath-taking
ceremony is set to be a
grand affair, underscor-
ing hi
ed le
presence of global leaders
and business magnates,
including  Mukesh  Am-
bani, reflects the antici-
pation and cu ur-
rounding his presidency.
The ceremony symbolizes
a shift in power dynamics
where corporate interests
and political leadership
intertwine. For Ambani,

this event is sn oppor-
tunity to explore deeper
US.-India trade collab-
orations, especially in
energy and technology
sectors.

Impact on Global
Palities

Trump's  presidency
signals & recalibration of

global politics. His iso-
lationist  rhetoric.  chal-
lenges multila ism,

compelling nations to
reconsider alliances and

larly in defense und tech-

nology sectors. Trump's
tough stance on China
could indirectly bemefit
India, as it seeks to coun-
ter Beijing’s influence in
the Indo-Pacifie region.

However, ] np's im-

migration policies, par-
ticularly regarding H-1B
visus, m impact the

Indian IT industry. His
focus on domestic job
creation  could  strain
outsourcing and restrict
n]mvumlllh(-- for 1In
an None-

lateral trade agreements
pose challenges to tradi-

tional seeurity structures.
In Asia, Trump's stance
on China, including trade
restrictions and opposi-
tion to its territorial ex-
pansion, introduces both
opportunities and risks.

The Middle East, too,
faces new uncertainties,
Trump's promise to move
the U.S. embassy to Jeru-
salem and support Israel
alters the delicate balance
in the region. His aggres-
sive stance against Iran's
nudlear ambitions ecould
lead to renewed tensions,
while his focus on com-
bating radieal Islamie ter-
rorism has implications
for U.S. military engege-
ments.

Immediate
Implications for India

For India, Trump's
presidency is both an op-
portunity and 4 challenge.
His emphasis on econom-
ie nationalism aligns with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's vision of “Make in
India.” Bilateral trade is
expected to grow, particu-

theless, lln.- presence of
Mukesh Amba; the
inauguration underscores
India's strategic inte
in fostering strong
with the U.S.

Economic
Repercussions

Tramp's economic pol-
icies prioritize domestic
growth but have global
repercussions. Iis  tax
reforms  and  deregula-
tion aim to attract busi-
bm‘k to the U.S.,

Politics Change?

Trump’s  presidency
undonbtedly marks a
departure  from  tradi-

tional American politics.
His approach emphasizes
pragmatism over ideolo-
gy, focusing on immediate
results rather than long-
term This shift

Breaking Time
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reflects a broader trend
where  voters  prioritize
economic growth and na-
tional pride over global
leadership.

However, this transfor-
mation also raises ques-
tions about the durability
of US. alliances and its
commitment to  global
challenges  like elimate

change and human rights.

adapt to a leader who de-
fies conventions.

Conclusion: A New
Era of Leadership

Donald Trump’s inau-
guration as the 45th pres-
ident of the United States

is n historic event with
profound

implications
politics and
ecomomics. His emphasis
on “America First™ rede-
fines the country’s role
in the world, prioritizing
economic interests and
national pride. For In-
dis, Trump's presidency
preésents a unigque oppor-
tunity to strengthen t-
eral ties while navigating
challenges posed by his
protectionist policies.

um:-rzmu markets. The
impasition of tariffs and
renegotintion  of trade
deals could disrupt global
supply chains, compelling
countries to adapt to new
trade realitics.

For India, this presents

both opportunities and
challenges. As the U.S.
seeks  alternative trade

partners, India ean po;
tion itself as a reliable ally.
Simultaneously,  India
ate the chal-

protectionist  measures,
which could impact ex-
ports and investments.

Does American

As the world watch-
es the inaug ion, the
question  remains:  will

Trump's presidency ush-
er in a new era of Amer-
ican dominance, or will
it mark a retreat from
global |\'JI(|I.'l‘h|II|’Y° One
thing is certain - the
ripple effects of his lead-
ership will shape the ge-

opolitical landseape for
years to com This mao-
ment signifies not just a

change in leadership but
a fundamental shift in the
priorities and approuch of
the United States on the
world stage.

( The writer is an
Editor, STAR Views,
Maryland US4)

the next Target of Israel

In its weakened state,
both Israeli leaders and
Trump security advi-
sors are urging such an
attack on Iran. Former
Israeli defense minister,
Yoav Gallant, travelled
to Washington, DC, last
month. He lobbied US
officials, telling them
this is “a window to act
against Iran.” He fa-
vored either an Israeli
or preferably a joint
US-Israeli  operation
against Iran’s nuclear
infrastructure.

President Joe Biden
does not favour such an
attack. Thus it would
be left to the incoming
Trump administration,
whose  advisors  are
serionsly  considering
this option. Thou k
Trump has re
expressed  rel ummcc
to commit US forces on
behalf of foreign inter-
ventions, he is attuned
to Isracli interests.

At the very least, he
would instruct US in-
telligence agencies to
share reports that could
assist in targeting Irani-
an sites; he would also
provide specialized mu-
nitions needed for such
strikes as Biden has in
Gaza and Lebanon.

For example, to de-
stroy Iran’s most se-
cure nuclear site, For-
dow, would require a
30,000-pound GBU-57
bunker buster, which
can only be flown in a
B-2 bomber. It would

require either a US or
Isracli pilot to conduct
the mussion. Without
this level of US partici-

ation, it would be un-
Lel\ Israel could do
ificant damage
oW,

An example of a sim-
ilar  US-Istael intelli-
gence collaboration is
Isracl's  assassination
of Hezbollah's former
second-in-command,
Imad Mughniyeh, ena-
bled by a CIA reconnais-
sance team. The Unit
States also helped pin-
point the locations of
much of Hamas's senior
leadership in Gaza, ena-
bling the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF) to mur-
der them. Similarly, we
may expect a green light
from the Trump ad-
ministration for_ Israel
to continue eliminatin;
key Iranian security of-
ficials, as it has Hamas
and Hezbollah senior
leadership.

The new reality in
Middle East affairs
offers Israel far more
latitude in attacking
its rivals. Whatever re-
straints existed at one
time are now gone. In
its defiance of the Bid-
en administration dur-
ing the Gaza genocide,
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has
shown that Israel will
act with impunity any-
where in the region to
pursue its interests. Nor
does it ever face conse-
quences or accountabil-

ity.

Israel’'s new strate-
gic approach has been
showeased in  Gaza,
where it has commit-
ted genocide despite
the world’s horrified
response. It has stood
by and offered little re-
sistance. Even arrest
warrants by the Inter-
national Criminal Court
for Gallant and Netan-
yahu have not deterred
them from slaughtering
nearly 50,000 Pales-
tinians. Devi Sridhar of
Edinburgh University,
writing in the Guardian,
estimates the toll could
be as high as 335,000,
including deaths caused
directly and indirectly
by the fighting.

Similarly, the IDF has
depopulated much of
southern Lebanon and
completely  destroyed
entire villages that once
were Hezbollah strong-
holds. It has turned the
Beirut neighbourhood
of Dahiyeh, where the
militant  group was
based, into ruins, Much
of its senior leadership
has been killed, as they
sheltered in what they
believed were impreg-
nable undcrgmusﬁ
bunkers, by US-made
bunker buster bombs.

The success of these
Israeli military oper-
ations, along with do-
mestic political consid-
crations, dramatically
increases prospects of
anintervention in Iran.

Trump, who once
ordered the assassina-
tion of Iran’s supreme
military  commander,
Qassem Soleimani, has
no love lost for the Ira-
nians. He also cancelled
Barack Obama's 2015
Iran nuclear deal. The
incoming president
has little use for con-
ventional diplomacy or
agreements, He prefers
a unilateral approach
and, if necessary, the
use of force. This adds
to the likelihood he will
green-light an Israeli
operation.

Another  militating
factor is Netanyahu's
political  vulnerability.
The only thing prevent-
ing early elections and
a defeat for the unpop-
ular leader — whose
approval rating is 20
percent — is continued
military conflict. Earli-
er this month, he testi-
fied for the first time in
court, where he faces
three corruption charg-
es. A conviction of any
of the counts would
foree him to resign.

Netanyahu has shown
himself to be a wily po-
litieal survivor, expert
at mampulahm, the
public, his own rivals,
and pﬂhhﬁl allies for
his own benefit. He
understands quite well
that a successtul attack
on Iran, even if it por-
tends blowback from a
counterattack, could of-
fer him enormous polit-
ical benefit at home.
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THE WISDOM TREE

BY SUVEEN KUMAR

LEARN YOURSELF

Learn yourself, from
yourself, by yourself
and for yourself. You
are the best library of
experience, your are
the best institution of
life-lessons, you are
the best transforma-
tion of taken actions.

Learn yourself and
from yourself, keep-
ing in mind that your
learning  will ke

chan?ng but so will
you, keeping in mind
that your experience
will l«.cp chasing but
so will you, keeping
in mind your lessons
will keep teaching but
so will you. Be your
master, be your disci-
ple. Your lmrmng will
not be perfect. your
journey wtll not be
perfect, you will not
always make the right
move, you will not al-
ways know the right
thing yet learn yourself
learn  from yourself.
Your own learning will
contradict, your own
learning will confuse
you, your own learn-
‘ing will mislead you,
your own learn-
ing will deceive
you but it is not
about you it is
about learn-
ing, this is
how it is,
so  learn
yourself

learn from yourself.

You are the biggest
responsibility of yom,
you have the biggest
aulhrm? of you. Hold
yourself as " everyone
else is busy holding
themselves, make
yourself as everybody
else is busy making
themselves and race
yourself as everybody
is busy racing them-
selves. Be the best ver-
sion of yours, give the
best reason of yours
and live the best vi-
sion of yours. You are
wrong when you are
wrong but you are right
when youknow youare
wrong. You have some
years to live and it is
fine if you have some
goals and it is also fine
if you don’t have any.
The purpose of your
life is not to achieve
but to live. The biggest
achievement in life is
to live right. Wronging
your whole life will not
give you the satisfac-
tion of achieving some-
thing right.

Moral : Treat
yourself as a
master  until
vou find your
master.
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CM Mann praises women entrepreneurs for
playing an important role in Punjab’s progress

B Chief Minister Mann complimented the Indian women in general and Punjabi women in particular for
making marvellous contributions towards the empowerment of womanhood in the modern society.

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

nderlining  the

crucial role of

Women in overall

progress and de-
velopment of the society,
the Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Sunday said that empow-
erment of women is pivotal
for empowering the entire
society.

Addressing the Women
Empowerment Summit at
ISF College, Chief Minister
Mann complimented the In-
dian women in general and
Punjabi women in particular
for making marvellous con-
tributions towards the em-
powerment of womanhood
in the modern society.

He said that in today’s
society women are playing a
decisive role to foster social
and cultural cohesiveness

percolate the policies and
programs pertaining to the
welfare and empowerment
of the women, Bhagwant
Singh Mann said that it can
be duly done through the

thereby bringing
amongst mankind across
the world. Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that women had
tremendous potential to
usher in an era of prosperi-
ty and development across
the globe.

The Chief Minister said
‘that today the Indian women
have also shared the re-
sponsibility to safeguard the
international borders of our
country. He said that such
functions are an appropriate
occasion for all of us to
rededicate ourselves to make
strenuous efforts for raising
the status of women and
ensuring them their i,
place in the society.

Emphasizing the need to

Minister
inaugurates ‘Invest
UP Pavilion’ at
Mahakumbh-2025

Industrial Development,
Export Promotion, NRI,
and Investment Promotion,
Nand Gopal Gupta Nandi',
inaugurated the ‘Invest UP
Pavilion’ on Sunclay at Sec-
tor 25 of the Mahakumbh
Mela area in Prayagraj.

The pavilionissettobea
major attraction for in-
vestors and visitors during
Mahakumbh-2025, show-
casing Uttar Pradesh’s pro-
gressive industrial policies,
ambitious development
plans, and its growing rep-
utation as a premier in-
vestment destination.

Mahakumbh-2025, tak-
ing place from January 13 to
February 26, is not only a
significant spu itual g,ath-
ering but also a plaifcm:n for
substantial economic op-
portunities.

The ‘Invest UP Pavilion’
‘Thighlights investor-friend-
Iy policies that have posi-
tioned Uttar Pradesh as an
emerging hub for indus-
tries. It focuses on oppor-
tunities across key sectors
such as infrastructure de-
velopment, electronics
manufacturing, defense
production, food process-
ing, textiles, and more. Dig-
ital and interactive medi-
ums showease investment
prajects, industrial ad-
vancements, and major
achievements.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ration, the Minister em-
phasized that the ‘Tnvest
UP Pavilion’ serves as a key
platform to educate the
public and potential in-
vestors about  Uttar
Pradesh’s industrial growth,
progressive policies, and
transformation into a lead-
ing investment hub,

“Under the visionary
guidance of our Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi ji and
the dynamic leadership of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Uttar Pradesh
is rapidly emerging as the
gruwlh engine of the na-
tion,” said the Minister.

voluntary parti i of
social and non-government
organizations.

The Chief Minister said
that this could play a pivotal
role in bringing revolution-
ary transformation in the
status of women in general
and girl child i in pamuﬂdr

&
through various activities.
The Chief Minister said
that after the intervention of
the company, income of
women and households in-
creased by an average of 40
per cent through various
initiatives, He also lauded
the practice of the company
into capacity building of
about 25 women members
of FPCs into drone pilots.
Laying thrust on the all-
round development of the
girls by equipping them with

about the
awakening in the society.
Lauding the MNC Grant
Thomton for transforming
the lives of women by sup-
plementing their income,
he assured fulsome support
and cooperation to them.
Bhagwant Singh Mann said
that it is heartening that
10000 Women beneficiaries
who are members of these
companies benefited

quality
Singh Mann said that given
an opportunity the girls
could do any stupendous
task and easily achieve their
target.

The Chief Minister said
that due to this the need of
hour was to provide them
more and more opportuni-
ties to showcase their abili-
tyadding that the state gov-
ernment was not leaving
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any stone unturned for this
noble cause.

Bhagwant Singh Mann
also praised women entre-
preneurs for their valuable
contributions to the state’s
economic growth, He said
that with their hard worlk,
dedication and commitment
the women of state are be-
coming an integral part of
the social economic growth
of the state.

The Chief Minister also
acknowledged the signifi-
cant impact of women on the
progress of Punjaband pros-
perity of its pecple. He high-
lighted the state govern-
ment's initiatives to support
women entrepreneurs to
make them an equal partner
in the progress of the state.

The Chief Minister said
that by promoting women
entrepreneurship, the state
government aims to foster
economic growth, social de-

Bihar's Governor Arif Mohammad
Khan pays homage to Cartoonist
Harish Chandra Shukla ‘Kaak’

Avnish Tyagi

Ghaziabad
Bihar Governor Arif Mo-
hammad Khan visited the
residence of celebrated car-
toonist Harish Chandra
Shukla, fondly known as
"Kaak," in Vaishali, Ghazi-
abad, on Sunday to pay his
respects.

Kaak, who passed away
at the age of 85 on January
1, 2025, was a luminary in
the field of cartooning and
left an indelible mark on In-
dian journalism.

The Governor extended
his condolences to Kaak's
wife, Pushpa Shukla, his
sons Subhay, Prabhav, Vib-
hav, and Tushit Shukla,
their spouses Anita, Richa,
Kirti, and Garima Shukla,
and his grandchildren Gau-
rang, Anvay, Akshat, Aadya,
Shreya, and Ananya.

During his visit, Gover-
nor Khan fondly recalled
his memorable meeting
with Kaak in Kanpur and
paid tribute to his remark-
able body of work. Reflect-
ing on one of Kaak's most
iconic cartoons from 1987.
the Governor highlighted
how the satirical depiction
of him, kicking a chair res-
onated widely after he re-
signed from the then Rajiv
Gandhi government.

Kaak’s illustrious career

Kaak, who passed

away at the age of
85 on January 1,
2025, was a lumi-
nary in the field of
cartooning and left
an indelible mark on
Indian journalism.

in cartooning began in 1967
with his first published car-

often humorous depictions
of political and social sce-
narios eamed him a loyal
following and collabora-
tions with several promi-
nent newspapers and mag-
azines.

Spending over an hour
with the grieving family,
Governor Khan shared his

thoughts and memories. In
a written tribute, he ex-
pressed his deep admira-
tion and sorrow, saying,
“Kaakji is no more—I don't
believe it. The person who
brought smiles to so many
faces has left a void in our
hearts, His cartoons re-
vealed the inner truths of
contemporary politics and
will forever remain etched
in our memories. I will al-

the joy he spread. My heart-
felt tribute to him.”

The loss of Harish Chan-
dra Shukla "Kaak" has left
the art and journalism com-
munity mourning the end
of an era. His legacy, how-
ever, willliveon through his
timeless and the

velopment and a brighter
future for Punjab. He said
that people of the state have
bestowed a huge responsi-
bility on the state govern-
ment by giving a whopping
mandate to them,

Citing his own mother's
influence and the phrase
“Word of Mother” that
renowned scientists couldn't
define, the Chief Minister
highlighted the importance
of women's empowerment.
Bhagwant Singh Mann said
that he was impressed by the
products created by women
at the function and empha-
sized the need for a platform
to sell these products glob-
ally. He shared his vision of
showeasing Phulkari and
other Punjabi products
wurldwide, inspiring women
to become entrepreneurs.

‘The Chief Minister noted
that China’s women play a
significantrole in the coun-
try’s waorld-class produets,
contributi ing to its econom-
ic power. He said that like-
wise, given a chance, the
Punjabi women can also
carve a niche for themselves
by producing these world
class projects. Giving an ex-
ample, he said that the Pun-
Jjab government has provid-
ed sewing machines to
women and placed an order
of school uniforms from
them.

The Chief Minister said
that currently, 25 private
schools and the Punjab Po-
lice uniforms are being pre-
pared by these women. He
also visited the FPC stalls of
women including that of

Hry govt
to youth

Komal Ramola
Chandigarh

In his first "Mann Ki Baat'
programme of 2025, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
highlighted the growing
startup culture in cities like
Ambala and Hisar in
Haryana, He expressed his
happiness that citiés like
Ambala and Hisar are
emerging as hubs for start-
ups. He remarked that the
startup culture is not con-
fined to large cities alone,
with more than half of the
startups in smaller cities be-
ing led by our daughters.
For this, Haryana Chief Min-
ister Nayab Singh Saini
thanked the Prime Minister
for his remarks.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini listened to the
118th episode of Prime Min-
ister Modi's Mann Ki Baat'
program in Kaithal on Sun-
day.

Addressing the party
workers after the program,
the Chief Minister said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi had praised the start-
ups from Ambala and Hisar
in Haryana by mentioning
them in his ‘Mann Ki Baat'
program. He further added
that Haryana is home to
many young entreprencurs

inspiration he has provided
to generations of artists
and readers alike.

tups are now set-
ting benchmarks, with
turnovers ranging from Rs
100 to 200 crores.

Cold-Pressed Mustard Oil,
Basmati Rice, Honey, Desi
Ghee Atta Biscuits, Pickles,
Drone Technology and
Handerafted Terracotta Art.
Bhagwant Singh Mann en-
visioned that these FPCs
will act as a catalyst for em-
powering the women in
coming times.

He said that itis the need
of hour to restore the pris-
tine glory of the state and
make Punjab a frontrunner
state in the country. Bhag-
want Singh Mann said by
the God's grace his govern-
ment is leaving nostone un-
turned to come up to the ex-
pectations of people and top
priority is being accorded
by the government to im-
plement pro-people and de-
velopment-oriented policies.

The Chief Minister said
that the state government is
committed to provide ample
opportunities to the youth fo
excel in life and so far,
around 50,000 government
jobs have been provided to
them. He said that further
new avenues will be opened
for youth to ensure that they
become an active partner in
socio-economic growth of
the state.

Taking a dig at the Akali
leaders, the Chief Minister
said that though it will be
unfair to comment on those
who attend Gurudwara
functions with broken legs as
they are paying for their
misdeeds. He said that mis-
takes can be forgiven but
the Akalis have committed
sins which are unpardon-
able.

Punjab & Haryana High
Court Orders Key Transfers
in Panchkula Judiciary

Chandigarh
As per the orders of the
Punjab & Haryana High
Court at Chandigarh, Ms.
Arpana Bharadwaj, Chief
Judicial Magistrate (CIM)
Panchkula, has been trans-
ferred to the District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
Panchkula as CJM/Secre-
tary, DLSA, ADR Centre,
rict Courts, Panchku-
e will assume this
position in place of Ajay
Kumar Ghanghas, who has
now been appointed as
Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Panchkula.

Ajay Kumar Ghanghas,
who took charge as
CJM/Secretary, DLSA
Panchkula in August 2024,
has made significant ¢con-
tributions during his
tenure, leading to a mani-
fold increase in legal aid
activities in the district.
He has been actively in-
volved in ensuring the
smooth implementation of
various legal aid schemes
and welfare activities un-
der the DLSA's jurisdic-
tion.

Ghanghas personally
monitored all legal aid ac-
tivities and interacted with
individuals who ap-
proached the DLSA office
for assistance. He also ex-
tended his efforts to me-
diation cases, personally
engaging with parties to
resolve their disputes am-
icably. For parents visiting
the mediation c:
garding “child
ters, he handled sensitive
cases with compassion,
speaking directly to chil-
dren to understand their
concerns. On several oc-
casions, he encouraged
parents to settle their dis-

putes amicably, empha-
sizing the welfare of their
children, stating, “What is
the mistake of your child?
Due to your separation,
the child is suffering a lot.”

Ghanghas took a proac-
tive approach to strength-
en the functioning of the
DLSA and its outreach:
He played a pivotal role in
organizing National Lok
Adalats by coordinating
with various departments,
including the police, elec-
tricity, revenue, health,
banks, district social wel-
fare office, agriculture,
municipal corporation,
and transport depart-
ments.

He held meetings with
chief managers of banks,
encouraging them to file
the maximum number of
cases for disposal during
Lok Adalats.

Ghanghas regularly vis-
ited CCIs to identify and
address any issues faced by
children. He inspected the
quality of food served to
the children and even tast-
ed it himself to ensure its
standard. On multiple oc-
casions, he accompanied
District and Sessions
Judge Sh. V.P. Sirohi to
CCls, engaging with chil-
dren and ensuring their
welfare.

Ghanghas appreciated
the critical role of the me-
dia in disseminating in-
formation about legal aid
activities and welfare
schemes of HALSA &
NALSA . He emphasized
that through media,
awareness about DLSA,
HALSA and NALSA
schemes could reach every
doorstep, benefiting the
common man.

offering special incentives

The Chief Minister said
that the state government is
committed to establishing
Haryana as a leading startup
hub. The government is mak-
ing concerted efforts to po-
sition Haryana as a major
player in the national start-
up ecosystem, aligning with
the goals of ‘Make in India”
and 'Startup India’. The aim
is mot only to aceelerate the
state’s economic develop-
ment but also to create new
employment nmmnunmes
for the youth, ensuring
Haryana earmns a d.L‘mell\rt‘
identity as 2 hub of innova-
tion and entrepreneurship
across the country. The Chief
Minister further mentioned
that the state government is
actively considering new
schemes in the upcoming
budget for the financial year
2025-26 to promote startups.

Describing Prime Mimister
Narendra Modi's Mann Ki
Baat program as a source of

inspiration for the youth,
Nayab Singh Saini urged all
party workers to listen to
the programme every month
with citizens at their respec-
tive booths, He called on the
workers to connect as many
peaple as possible, especial-
Iy the youth, with the ann Ki
Baat program.

It is notewarthy that, in
previous episode, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
also praised the efforts of
Kaithal's young farmer,
Virendra Yadav, for his work
on stubble management.

Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini said that bath the
Central and State Govern-
ments are continuously
working for the welfare of the
common people, with the
direct benefits reaching the
eligible individuals. He high-
lighted that the autcome of
this work was evident in the
formation of the BJP gov-
ernment with a massive ma-

Mahakumbh'’s message Unity is the key to a united India, says

Lucknow
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday
said that the message of Ma-
hakumbh is clear: India will
remain united and strong
only through unity. “We are
all coming together with this
message of unity and in-
tegrity. Thisis the message of
Prime Minister Modi,” he
ded.

The CM made the remarks
at a press conference in
Prayagraj after reviewing the
preparations for Mauni
Amavasya. He said, "Alarge

Ak

numbcr o{ devotees are ar-
riving at the Mahakumbh
fromacross the country and
abroad. Many foreign devo-
tees were deeply moved after
taking a holy dip in the

Sangam.”

He mentioned that some
tourists from Europe had
also visited and the way they
were singing praises of
Prayagraj was truly over-

whelming. “They did not
know Hindi, Sanskrit, or
Awadhi, but they were chant-
ing Hindi chaupais, Sanskrit
mantras, and verses con-
nected to Sanatan Dharma
with great devotion. The rev-
erence they expressed for
Mother Ganga and the sa-
ered places here was over-
whelming,” he remarked.
The CM highlighted the
grand scale of the Ma-
hakumbh and lauded Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
vision for the event. He em-
phasised that everyone is

fully dedicated to bringing
this vision tolife at the local
level. He also thanked the
media for helping promote
Prayagraj's positive image.

“The main bathing events
of Paush Purnima and
Makar Sankranti have con-
cluded, while the two Maha
Snans — Mauni Amavasya
on January 29 and Basant
Panchami on February 3 —
are still to come. Over 7,000
organisations have already
arrived,” he noted.

The Chief Minister in-
formed that an aerial survey

of the entire Mahakumbh
area was conducted on Sun-
day. He added that the total
number of people present
at Mahakumbh, including
dEVU!EEﬁ bathing at the
residents of Kumbh

tents, and other connected
groups, exceeds one crore.
“To ensure the conven-
ience and safety of such a
crowd, both the central

and the state government
departments are working in
full coordination. The vision
of agrand, divine, and digi-
tal Kumbh is being realised,

for Startups says CM Saini

Jjority for the third consecu-
tive time in Haryana. He ac-
knowledged that people have
high expectations from the
government and emphasized
the need to meet those ex-
pectations. He urged party
workersto addressthe griev-
ances of the people.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that for the first
time in histary, 24,000 youth
have been provided govern-
ment jobs simultaneously as
soon as the government was
formed. He added that peo-
ple have already accepted
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party will form the govern-
ment again in 2029,

The Chief Minister said
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had mentioned the
contributions of the Con-
stituent Assembly members,
the Maha Kumbh, and In-
dia’s achievements in Space
during his Mann Ki Baat
programme. In addition, he
recalled the bravery of Neta-
jiSubhash Chandra Bose in
his fight against the British,
highlighting that everyyear,
‘his birth anniversary is cele-
Drated as Parakram Diwas on
January 23.

Later, in response to a
query from journalists, the
Chief Minister reaffirmed
that the Haryana govern-
ment follows a zero-toler-
ance policy towards eorrup-
tion.

CM Yogi

while also connecting the
pilgrims’ faith with moder-
nity and honouring their de-
votion,” he added.

The CM mentioned that to
address all the issues, the
state government's Chief
Secretary, DGP, and other
senior officials were sent to
the site. Today, once again,
efforts were made to assess
the progress, Keeping in
mind the upcoming major
bathing events on January
29 and February 3, a review
of the entire arrangement
was condu
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Bumrah won't be

available for first

two ODIs against
England, told to off-
load: Alit Agarlar

Left knee heavily strapped, Shami
turns up the heat at India nets

Kolkata

s Team India gathered for

their white-ball series opener

against England, the spot-

ight during the intense three-

hour practice session was on veteran
pacer Mohammed Shami.

Returning to the national set-up af-
ter a 14-month injury lay-off, Shami
displayed promising signs, bowling at
full tilt for over an hour.

Sporting heavy strapping on his left
knee, Shami began with a gradual
warm-up session under the watchful
eves of bowling coach Morne Morkel.

Initially running in with short strides,
he bowled for nearly an hour before
participating in & cautious fielding
drill to test his knee.

Just as doubts arose aboul his full
readiness, the seasoned pacer turned
back the clock with a long run-up and
trademark fiery spells, bowling to
youngsters like Abhishek Sharma, and
Tilak Varma in the nets.

Shami's rhythm improved with each
delivery, as he extracted bounce and
movement, troubling the batters on
multiple occasions.

However, young wicketk

bat.

in a detailed discussion with Morkel.
The duo worked meticulously on
hitting specific lengths, with Shami
showeasing pinpoint aceuracy by re-
peatedly striking the two stumps set up
for the drill
He then joined Hardik Pandya and
Harshit Rana for further practice, ex-
changing insights during the session.

team looks to bolster its pace attack
ahead of the 1CC Champions Trophy,
slated to begin on February 19 in
Dubai and Pakistan.

With an injury cloud hanging over
Jasprit Bumral, Shami's fitness is piv-
otal to India’s plans.

Chairman of selectors Ajit Agarkar
has underlined the importance of Sha-

‘The only moment Shami
i di forted was when he

ter Dhruv Jurel managed to take on
Shami, hitting some aggressive strokes,
providing the veteran with a stern
test.

Despite a taxing session, Shami con-
tinued to bowl at full steam for nearly
45 minutes without requiring assis-
tance from the team's physiot herapist
or strength and conditioning coach.

After the nets, Shami wasnt done yet.

He moved to the adjacent length-
howling practice area where he engaged

Kho Kho World
Cup: Indian
women's team
crowned champion

New Delhi
The Indian women's team emerged
champion in the inaugural Kho Kho
‘World Cup with a dominant 78-40 vie-
tory in the summit clash against Nepal
here on Sunday.

On a memorable night at the Indi-
12 Gandhi Indoor Stadium here, India
produced a masterdass of speed, strat-
egy and skill, dishing out a clinical
show.

Abrisk start marked Turn 1 as the
Indian attackers took charge of the pro-
ceedings. Three butches in the Nepal
women were out by simple touches on
7 occasions, putting 14 points to India's
Kitty.

Skipper Priyanka Ingle was in the
best form with multiple touch points
toher name, as the hosts started offin
an excellent manner. This was enongh
to take the Women in Blue to 34
points and preventing a single Dream
Run for the Nepal team.

Manmati Dhami got Vaishnavi
Pawar, and B Samjhana eliminated
Priyanka Ingle but B Chaithra took Tn-
dia's first batch of Turn 2 into the
Dream Run.

It wasn't for long, though, as Dipa
completed the ALL OUT just mo-
ments later. This got the side back into
the game but they only managed to
score 24 points at the end of Turn 2,
with an 11-point deficit at half time.

India were once again the dominant
force in Turn 3, never allowing the
Nepal defenders to settle in their
stride. BK Dipa was a regular for
Nepal but it went in vain throughout,
ensuring that the Indians edged clos-
erto the trophy.

Chaithra was the orchestrator of
the Dream Run for India, taking the
score to amassive 78 points in Tumn 4.
Their batch went on for a massive 5
immtes and 14 seconds, closing out the
game for Tndia and ing them as

sli
limped back to the changing room, but
he quickly returned to the ground,
cautiously engaging with his old Ben-
galteammates while carefully manag-
ing his heavily strapped left knee.

Shanii was seen as a late inclusion for
Team India in the five-match Test se-
ries against Australia for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy but was not picked,
raking up a debate.

Shami's inclusion in the T20l squad
marks a significant moment as the

mi's i in the Chamy Tro-
phy squad annoucement in Mumbai on
Saturday.

"I don't think his fitness was anything
to do with white-ball cricket anyway.
We were trying to get him to Australia,”
said Agarkar in the press conference
while announcing the squad for the
Champions Trophy 2025.

"Unfortunately, his knee didn't allow
him to play four-day or five-day crick-
et. With regards to white-ball, I think
he has played most of the Syed Mush-
taq Ali games and some of the Vijay

India begin women'"'s U-19 WC title
defence with 9-wicket win over West Indies

Kuala Lumpur
Indian bowlers shot a clueless West In-
dies batters out for a measly 44 to set
up a commanding nine-wicket win to
begin their title defense on a re-
sounding note in the women's U-19
‘World Cup here on Sunday.

Left-arm spinners Parunika Sisodia
(3/7) and Aayushi Shukla (2/6), as well
as pacer VJ Joshitha (2/6), toyed with
the West Indies batters to bowl the
Caribbeans out in just 13.2 overs in the
Group A match at Bayuemas Oval.

Kenika Cassar top-scored for the
West Indies with a 29-ball 15 while
opener Asabi Callender contributed 12.
All the other West Indies batters could
seorein single-digit figures with five of
them getting out without opening an
account.

India chased down the target of 45
in just 4.2 avers, reaching 47 for 1 with
opener Trisha G getting out for 4 on the
second ball off Jahzara Claxton.

Wicketkeeper-batter G Kamalini (16
not ot off 13 balls) and Sanika Chalke
(18 ot out off 11 balls) took India home
for an easy win.

India play hosts Malaysia in their
next group mateh here on Tuesday. Sri

Lanka is the other team in Group A

“The top three teams from each of the
four groups will progress to the Super
Six stage, with the three teams from
Group A and Group D combining to
form one Super Six group and similarly
with the top three teams of Group B
and Group C in the other group.

The teams will also carry forward
their points and net run rates and
will play the two sides who were not in
their group in the first stage and who
finished in a different position from
them.

Asan example, if India finishes sec-
ond in Group A, then they will play the
winner and the third-place team in
Group D.

“The top two teams from each Super
Six group will progress to the semi-fi-
nals. The final will be played here on
February 2.

Brief Scores: West Indies U-19
Women: 44 in 13.2 overs (Kenika Cas-
sar 15; Parunika Sisodia 3/7, Aayushi
Shukla 2/6, VJ Joshitha 2/6).

India U-19 Women: 47 for 1in 4.2
overs (Sanika Chalke 18 not out, G Ka-
malini 16 not out; Jahzara Claxton
1/18).

Hazare games.

"With uneertainty around Jassi
(Bumiy vell, if Tie (Shami) is fit
and playing regularly, the quality and
the experience that he brings is in-
valuable.

"To get him involved in T20is is
precisely because of that. To get him
back into international cricket and
play under pressure.

"Even though it's T2ol cricket, it will
be high-intensity. He has got quality. If
The was fit, he was always going to be
part of the discussion. We are hoping
he comes through these games and by
the time the Champions Trophy comes,
he is 100 percent,” Agarkar has said.

Shami has been steadily rebuilding
his form through domestic cricket.
Making his Ranji Trophy return last
November, he guided Bengal to a sea-
son-opening victory with a match haul
of seven wickets.

He then featured in the Sved Mush-
taq Ali Trophy T20s, claiming 11 wick-
els in nine games at an average of
25.36, followed by the Vijay Hazare
Trophy one dayers, where he took five
wickets in three matches at 25.80.

Meanwhile, left-arm pacer Arshdeep
Singh was the only member of the 15-
player squad absent from the practice
session due to personal reasons, He is
expected to join the team later on Sat-
urday.

"Arshdeep will join the team tonight.
The rest of the squad is here,” a team
official confirmed.

On the other hand, the Jos Buttler-
led England team opted for a complete
rest day on Sunday. Their first practice
session is scheduled for Monday.

LSG set to unveil Rishabh
Pant as captain at
Kolkata event on Monday

Kolkata
Having made a splash at the IPL auc-
tion by acquiring Rishabh Pant, the
most expensive player in IPL history,
Lucknow Super Giants are all set to un-
veil the India star wicketkeeper as
their next captain on Monday.

‘Without disclosing anything, owner
of LSG Sanjiv Goenka has called for the
“special” media interaction of the IPL
franchise where the jersey unveiling is
also ex L

Pant, who was bought by LSG for Rs
27 crore, would mark his second stint
as a leader in the IPL.

At his former franchise Delhi Capi-
tals, the captaincy became a point of
contention, leading Pant to opt out of
DC's retention plans after unsuceessful
negotiations.

Despite DC's interest in keeping
‘him, they were not fully committed to
him leading the side, prompting Pant
to re-enter the auction,

India batter KL Rahul led LSG
through their first three IPL seasons
(2022-2024), taking the team to the
playoffs in their first two campaigns,
though they failed to reach the final in
either year.

“The 2024 season, however, wasa set-
back, with LSG finishing seventh on the
points table.

Nicholas Pooran, Ravi Bishnoi,
Mayank Yadav, Ayush Badoni, and
Mohsin Khan were retained by the
Goenka-owned franchise but they still
were on the lookout for an Indian
leader to succeed Rahul.

At the auction; they pipped Sunris-
ers Hyderabad, LSG to get Pant for Rs
20.75 crore, eventually they had to

raige their price to Rs 27 crore to out-
bid Delhi Capitals’ right-to-match card,

Pant, who had been with DC since
2016, was appointed captain in 2021
and led the team until 2023 before a
near-fatal car accident in December
2022 had ruled him out.

In the revamped LSG squad, Pant
will be supported by key overseas play-
ers such as David Miller, Mitchell
Marsh, and Aiden Markram, along
with Indian seamers Akash Deep and
Avesh Khan, among others,

Pooran, Marsh, Markram, and Miller
were also considered potential cap-
taincy candidates after the auction.

Pant will also have team mentor Za-
heer Khan and head coach Justin
Langer for company during IPL,

Coaching Overhaul: French duo aims for
World Championships and World Tour Finals

New Delhi
Bolstered by the hope fuelled by the
Paris Olympies, French badminton
players are turning a new page, a rev-
olution led by mixed doubles pair of
Thom Giequel and Delphine Delrue.

‘The French duo are on the riseagain
after achieving their career-best rank-
ing of fifth at the start of 2023.

Since the Olympics, Thom and Del-
phine reached the quarterfinals at the
Denmark Open, the semifinals at the
Hylo Open, before finishing runners-
up at the Japan Masters, steadily
climbing to world number 12 from a
mid-2024 dip to 23rd.

The two made a strong start to the
new season with a quarterfinal finish at
the Malaysia Open Super 1000 and
reached the semifinals at the ongoing
India Open Super 750.

“The secret is to have the shield of fin:
inour head and the body if we want to
reach the top level. And for that, you
need to have goals toimprove and also
goals for tournaments. And our big goal
for this season is the World Champi-
onship in Paris," Thom said.

"That's one of the best things. If
you play well there, it can be fantastic.
So that's the main goal.” Delphine
added: "I think we have a goal to be
back in the top 10 and to be in the top
8. So yeah, we also want to qualify for
the World Tour Finals. So we have a lot
of goals."

With Paris hosting the Olympics
last year, there were high expecta-
tions from the home players. Even
though it didn'tturn out asthe French
players had hoped for, it brought sig-
nificant change and hope fora better fu-
ture.

‘While Thom and Delphine are the
top-ranked shuttlers from the country,
Alex Lanier and Toma Junior Popoy

are climbing up the world rankings in
men's singles, currently ranked 17th
and 18th, respectively.

Alex had stunned reigning world
champion and Olympic sitver medal-
list Kunlavut Vitidsarn in the opening
round of the India Open. The Popov
brothers — Toma and Christo — are
also knocking on the top 20, with
Christo ranked 22nd.

Margot Lambert and Anne Tran
have also broken into the top 20 in
women's doubles.

“Ithink we felt the last two years that
it was tough becuse we didn'thave the
best staff. And now, since six months,
it's reully nice. I think our mind is free,
and we can play badminton,” Del-
phine said.

“We have a lot of new staff right now.
So wechanged everything in Septem-
ber. Now, we are working with one
Danish coach, one Iedandic coach,
and one French coach. We haveanall-
new team, and it's working pretty well,
1 think. We are improving, and it's al-

ways nice when you have the feeling, at
26, thatyou are still improving,” Thom
said.
"Badminton is beeoming increasingly
ingrained in Frenchsports culture, Ibe-
lieve. More and more players are tak-
ing up the sport, and there is a grow-
ing number of players who aspire to
reach the top.

"1 think the federation is now striv-
ing to become a high-performance or-
ganization. which wasn't the case be-
fc S0, T believe we are on the right
path.” The French pair said while they
missed the opportunity in Paris, the Los
Angeles Games remained their main
target.

"The next target is not just qualify-
ing for the Olympics, but doing well and
competing for medals, Yes, [ think we
haven't achieved what we want yet. We
still have big motivation for the next
four years, for the Los Angeles
Olympics. And also, to have a stable en-
vironment is really nice," Delphine
said.

Sajid Khan, Abrar Ahmed help Pakistan crush West Indies in first Test

Multan

the first-ever champions of the Kho
Kho Waerld Cup.

Sajid Khan and Abrar Ahmed led the
charge for Pakistan, bundling out West
Indies for 123 to win the first Test in
Multan by 127 runs on the third day as
spinners ruled the roost

It was the shortest completed men’s
Test match in Pakistan with 40 wick-
ets falling in 1064 balls.

Spinners took 16 wickets on Sunday
asJomel Warrican's seven-wicket haul
restricted Pakistan’s second innings to
157, setting a target of 251 for West In-
dies, who failed to get a partnership go-
ing on the turn-heavy track.

“It's hard out there. Batting was
hard,” Pakistan captain Shan Masood
said.

“In the second innings, we folded
cheaply. There are improvements to be
made. When you win, you ¢an goon a
‘happy ride and be happy. But we can't

do that.” Pakistan, who had a 93-run
lead after the first innings, started
from an overnight score of 109-3, but
Warrican struck early, dismissing Saud
Shakeel and Mohammad Rizwan in his
successive overs,

Warrican’s destructive spell contin-
ued with Kamran Ghulam (27) getting
caught behind soon after and, with
Salman Agha (14) becoming Gudakesh
Motie's solitary wicket of the innings,
the hosts collapsed, having lost seven
wickets in 48 nns.

“We'l take a look at how Warrican
bowled. As spinners we should take a
look at that. He was bringing the bat-
ters forward,” West Indies captain
Kraigg Braithwaite said.

BRAITHWAITE FALLS

Braithwaite (12) was the first to fall
when the visitors began the chase as he
tried to hit Khan for a six but ended up
finding Khurram Shahzad at deep mid-
wicket.

Keacy Carty (6) tried tosweep Khan,
but the ball nicked his glove and was
caught by wicketkeeper Rizwan. Khan
bambeozled Kavem Hodge (0) and
Mikyle Louis (13) soon after, bowling
them out with sharp turns as West In-
dies fell to 37-4.

Alick Athanaze (55) put up a fight,
seoring quick runs to put the pressure
back on the bowlers. But Ahmed kept
knocking batters down at the other end,
as'Tevin Imlach (14) and Kevin Sinclair

(10) fell before they could fully settle
down.

Athanaze was finally trapped leg be-
fore wicket by Khan, and a defiant War-
rican was the last to fall as he was
bowled out for a duck trying to reverse
sweep Ahmed.

“The wicket had a lot of turn and
bounce... it was our strategy to throttle
the runs. If we could do that, wickets
wotlld come automatically,” said Khan,

Hetook nine wickets in the Test, in-
cluding five in the second innings in a
player-of-the-match performance.

Pakistan have now won three home
tests in a row, having beaten England
twice to win their three-match series
1in October.
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Palestinians
trek across
rubble to
return to their
homes as Gaza
ceasefire takes
hold

KHAN YOUNIS:
Liven before the ceasefire
deal between Tsruel and
Hamas was full plam
Sunday, Palestinians in
the war-battered Gaza
Strip began to return to
the remains of the homes
they had evacuated dur-
ing the 15-month war.

Majida Abu Jarad made
quick work of packing the
contents of her family’s
tent in the sprawling tent
city of Muwasi, just north
of the strip’s southem
border with Egypt.

At the start of the war,
they were foreed to flee
their house in Gaza's
northern town of Beit 1a-
noun, where they used to
gather around the kitch-
en table or on the roof on
summer evenings amid
the seent of roses and jus-

mine.

The house from those
fond memories is gone,
and for the past year, Abu
Jarad, her husband and
their six davghters have
trekked the length of the
Gaza Strip, following one
evacuation order after
anather by the Israchi
military.

Scven times they fled,
she said, and each time,
their lives became more
unrecognizable to them
as thng crowded with

ngers to sleep in a
sdmo (lnssmum, search-
ing for water in a vast tent
camp or sleeping on the

street.

Now the family is pre-
paring to begin the trek
home — or to whatever
remains of it — and to re-
unite with relatives who
remained in the north.
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Three Israeli hostages arrive in Israel
as fragile ceasefire passes first hurdle

DEIR AL-BALAH:

he first three hos-
tages released
from Gaza have

artived in lsrael, the
military announced on
Sunday, hours after the
fragile ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas took
hold.  Their  mothers
were waiting to meet
them, Tsrueli media, cur-
rying Tive footage from
Qatar-based Al Jazeera,
showed the three wom-
en walking to Red Cross
vehicles as their convoy
moved throngh Gaza
City.

n further glimpses
of the three were imme-
diately expected as they
will be taken for medical
nssessment.

ey appear to be in
good health,” US Pres-
ident Joe Biden said in
brief remarks as they
were arriving in Tsrael.

In Tel Aviv, thou-
sunds of people gathered
to watch the news on
large screens erupted in
cheers,

For menths, many had
gathered in the squarcto
demand a ceasefire deal.

The ceasefire ushers

inan initial si
riod of calm and S
hopes for the release ()f
dozens of militant-held
hostages and end
to the de

15-month war.

A last-minute delay
by Tamas put off the
truce’s start by nearly
three hours and high-
lighted its fragility.

Tven before the cease-
fire took cffect, eclebra-
tions broke out across
the territory and some
Palestinians began re-
turning to their homes,

the

friends gathered excit-
edly as cars honked and
people waved the Pales-
tintan flag.

The truce, which start-
ed at 11.15am local time,
is the first step towards
ultimately ending the
conflict and  returning
nearly 100 hostages ab-

ducted in Hamas's Octo-
ber 7 2023 attack.
Romi  Gonen, 24,

Emily Damari, 28, and
Doron Steinbrecher, 31,
were released.

Ms Gonen was abdue
ed from the Nova mus
festival, while the others
were  kidnapped  from
Kllwhuu Kfar

terim between
oum and when the
sefire took hold, 1s-
raeli fire killed at least
26 people, according to
Gaza's 1Tealth Ministry.
It did not say wheth-
er they were civilians or
fighters,
hard-line national se-
curity minister, mean-

while, said his Jewish
Power faction was guit-
ting the government in
protest over the cease-
fire agreement.

Ttamar Ben-Gvir's de-
parture weakens Israeli
Prime Minister Benju-
min Netanyahu's coali-
tion but will not affect
the truce,

In a sepurate develop-
ment, Istael announced
it had recovered the
body of Oron Shaul, a
soldier killed in the 2014
Israel-TTamas  war, in
a special operation in
Guza,

The bodies of Mr
Shaul and another sol-
dier, TTadar Goldin, re-
mained there after the
2014 war and had not
been returned.

The censefire deal was
announced last week af-
ter a year of mediation
by the United States,
Qatar and Egypt.

The outgoing  Bid-
en administration and
President-elect  Donald
Trump's team had both
pressed for an agree-
ment to be reached be-
fore the inauguration on
Monday.

Pak journalist arrested for
staging own kidnapping

Sindh:

A journalist from Khair-

pur in Pakistan's Sindh,
has been aceused of fak-
ing his own kidnapping
to create a false casc
against his cousins over
a land dispute, police
revealed on Sunday, as
reported by Dawn.

Fayyuz Solangi, a jour-
nalist based in the area,
had  earlier posted a
distressing video on his
Facebook account elaim-
ing that he had heen
abdueted by dacoits de-
manding a ransom of
Pakistani Rupees (PKR)
10 million. The video,
which showed Sol-
i and tor-

s masked man,
led to pr(m:sts among
journalists  in  several
towns of upper Sindh.

The video  sparked
publie concern, prompt-
ing fellow journalists
and police to search for
Solangi after he was re-
ported missing on Jan-
uary 12. His motorcycle
was found  abandoned
along a link road at
around 7:00 pm.

The following day, Sol-
angi's uncle reportedly
received a ransom call
from the supposed kid-

nappers, demanding the

large sum for his release.
This led to immediate
action from the Sindh
government, with Chicef
Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah instructing the
police to recover Solangi
and report back, report-
ed Dawn.

Following an  opera-
nnn in Kashmore, ﬂ'w

dis

had staged his kidnap-
ping. Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (SSP)
Khairpur, Tawheed
Memon, confirmed that
Solangi had fabricated
the entire ordeal as purt
of a plan to frame his
LOUSINS OVer an ongoing
land dispute. Memon
further revealed that
Solangi’s uncle, Mazhar
Solangi, was arrested
for his involvement in
orchestrating the false
kidnapping.

In response to the inci-
dent, Solangi's employer,
KTN News Group, an-
nounced his dismissal
for faking the kidnup-
ping. The organisation
stated that it no longer
had any professienal ties
with Solangi, condemn-
ing the act as a violation
of journalistic integrity,
as per reports by Dawn.

South Korea's 1mpeached pre51dent arrested over martial law declaration

SEOUL:

Hours after South Ko-

rea’s impeached Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol was
formally arrested, trig-
gering rioting by his sup-
porters, his lawyers said
Sunday that he remains
defiant in his refusal to
answer uestions over
the probe into his decla-
ration of martial law last
month.

Yoon was formally ar-
rested early on Sunday,
days after being appre-
hended at his presi-

i
dential compound in
Seoul. He faces possible
imprisonment over his

” L
short-lived
ian push, which set off

the country’s most seri-

authoritar-

ous political crisis since
its democratization in
the late 1980s.

Yoon's arrest could
mark the beginning of
an cxtended period in
custody, lasting months
or more.

The decision to ar-
rest Yoon ignited unrest
at the Seoul Western
Distriet Court, where
dozens of his support-
ers proke in and riot-
ed, destroying the main
door and windows. They
used plastic chairs, met-

al beams and police
shields that they man-
aged to wrestle away
from  officers. Some
were seen throwing ob-
jects and using fire ex-
tinguishers, destroying
furniture and office ma-
chines, smashing glass
doors and spraying wa-
ter on computer servers.
They shouted demands
to see the judge who had
issued the warrant, but
she had already left.
Hundreds of police
officers were deployed

and ncarly 90 protest-
ers were arrested. Some
injured police officers
were seen being treated
at ambulance vans. The
court said it was
ing to confirm whet
any staff members were
imjured and assess the
damage to its facilitics.
In a statement issued
through lawyers, Yoon
lamented that the court
did not recognize the

“just purpose” of his mar-

tial law decree but also
wrged his supporters to

express their frustrations
peacefully. He called on
the police to adopt a le-
nient stance toward the
protesters.

Court describes Yoon
as threat to destroy evi-
denee

In granting law enforce-
ment’s request for an ar-
Test warrant for Yoon, the
court said he was a threat
to destroy evidence. Yoon
and his lawyers on Satur-
day appeared before the
court and argued for his
release.

India Aims for $250 Billion
Engineering Exports by 2030

Greater Noi
The government'’s target
of USD 1 trillion export
includes USD 250 hillion
from the engineering sec-
tor, Commerce Secretury

Sunil Barthwal said here
on Sunday.
The government has set

a target to achieve USD 1
trillion export from India
by 2030.

“India s known for
leather, textile and tra-
ditional sectors but en-
gineering sector in India
which includes automo-
biles, equipment ete is
almost close to 25 per
cent of the total exports.
Tomorrow  when India
is Tooking at USD 1 tril-
lion of exports, USD 250
billion of exports we are
expecting from the engi-
neering industry," Barth-
wal said.

He was addressing a
conference of construe-
tion equipment manufac-
turers.

"This is the ambition
that we have taken which
is based on ground re-
ality. It is based on the
fact that how the middle
class is growing, the gov-
emment focus on infra-

structure  development
within the country, focus
on development of ports,
airports, railway  mod-
ernization, broadening of
roads," Barthwal said.

Secretary  said  that
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi spoke about
multi-modal  transport
which is to provide last-
mile connectivity. He said
that in the process of en-
ergy transition, there will
be demand for adopting
technologies which have
net zero carbon emission.

"This  will also cre-
ate huge opportunities.
Youth in Tndia are also
looking for certain in-
novative ideas on which
they can take patents and
start commercial produc-
tion," Barthwal said.

He said that Prime
Minister Modi st Bharat
Mobility interacted with
several youths who are
looking for opportunities
in the sector, making the
charging system efficient.

The commerce sec-
retary also  emphasized
that the mobility industry
should foens on ease of
travelling as well as safe
and secure travel,

India-EU Trade: Tech, Raw
Materials &amp; FTA - Goyal

New Delhi:

ommerce and In-
stry  Minister
h Goyal has

said that India would
work with the European
Union to develop cut-
ting-edge technologies
and secure critical raw
material supply chaing
to strengthen economic
tes.

These issues were dis-
cussed during a meet-
ing between Goyal and
Maros Sefeor Buro-
pean Commissioner for
Trade and Economic
Security on January 18-
10 in Brussels.

The two leaders ulso
agreed to build a com-
mercially  meaningful
trade agenda and work
towards a  mutually
beneficial TFree Trade
Agreement (FTA).

The ecommerce and
industry ministry in a
statement on  Sunday
said that India would
uild a commercially

meaningful trade agen-
da with the El

is fair and equitable,
addressing  the  tariff
and non-tariff barriers
through simplification
and cost competitive-
ness for benefits of

"India would work to-
gether with the EU for
developing catting edge
technologies,  secure
eritieal raw material
supply chains and build

resilient supply chai
reducing dependen

on non-market econ-
omies and developing

closer economic ties
between India and the
EU," it said

Both sides also dis-

cussed increasing  co-
operation in the area
of trade and sustaina-
ble development a
fair manner keeping in
mind the respective lev-
el of developments and
the principle of com-
mon but differentiated

responsibility.
"“The two leaders out-
lined  political  diree

tions to both the teams
to develop a mutually
beneficial agenda for
trade and investment
and a robust FTA in an
expedited manner to
meet global challeng-
es,” the ministry said.
They reviewed pro-
gress in the trade and
investment group of
the India-EU  ‘Trade
and Technology Coun-
cil (TTC), agreed to ad-
dress legacy issues and
laid a roadmap for con-
tinious  consultations
between senior officials
from both sides and at
ministerial level.

India's Economy Conducive for Private Investments: CII Survey

New Delhi:
India's current eco-
nomic cnvironment is
conducive for private
investments with the
country emerging as a
“bright spot” amid the
challenging global envi-
ronment, according to a
Cll survey.

The pan-India survey
is an ongoeing initiative,
which would be com-
pleted for 500 firms by
the first week of Febru-
ary. The interim results
are based on a sample of
300 firms spread aeross
all industry sizes (Large,
Medium and Small).

Notably, early results
reveal that about 97 per
cent of the sample firms
are likely to increase em-

ployment in both 2024~
25 and 2025-26.
In faet, 79 per cent of
the respondents’ firms
said that they added
more people over the
past three years.

‘The CL survey, which
was conducted over the
past 30 days, suggests
that 75 per cent of the

respondents believe that
the current cconomic cn-
vironment is conducive
hi) pn\'ntc investments.
"Given that 70 per cent
of the firms surveyed said

FY'26, an uptick in pri-
vate investments might
be on the cards over the
next few quarter

Chandrajit Banerjee, Di-
rector General, CIL

"lven though geopo-
litical fault lines have
disrupted global supply
chains and have po:
serious challenges to
global growth, India has
emerged as a bright spot
amid this challenging
global  backdrop. The
sound economic policies
initiated by the Govern-
ment helped revive the
cconomy with empha-
sis on public eapex-led
growth,” stated CI1.

The industry survey
was condueted to assess
the pickup in private-sec-
tor investments, employ-
ment in the pm ate sec-
tor and growth in wages
in the private sector.

“The average increasc in
direct employment due
to planned investments
in the next year is expect-
ed to be in the range of 15
to 22 per cent between
the manufacturing and
SCIVICCS SCCtors Tespec
tively.

Similar  expectations
were seen in the interim
results on indirect em-
ployment with manufac-
turing and services firms
expecting about 14 per
cent increase in indirect
employment respectively
over and above the exist-
ing levels of employment.

Majority of the firms
surveyed indicated that
it takes anywhere he-
tween 1 to 6 months to
fill in vacancies of Sen-

ior management, Man-
agement/  Supervisory
level, while regular and
contractual workers take
less time tofill in a vacant
position indicating the
need to fill the availabil-
ity of skilled staff at the
higher level in sample
firms.

"With the two critical
drivers of growth - pri-
vate investments and
employment - looking
positive, we feel con-
fident that the overall
growth is likely to re-
main around a stable
6.4-6.7 per cent this
vear and is Tikely to be 7
per cent in FY26", said
Banerjee.

On  wages growth,
which has impact on per-

sonal consumption, 40
to 45 per cent of sample
firms sarveyed saw an
increase in average wage
growth for senior man-
agement, managerial/
supervisory roles and
regular workers in the
range of 10 to 20 per cent
in FY 25. The trend was
similar in FY 24.

"lhese are promising
results, exhibiting confi-
dence about some of the
important aspects of the
economy. That said, re-
sults of the survey, when
read along with various
other emerging econom-
ie indicators, will help in
a comprehensive under-
stunding of the econo-
my", underlined the Di-
rector General of CT1.

Punjab &

Sind Bank to
Raise Rs 2,000
Cr via QIP

New Delhi:
State-owned  Punjab
and Sind Bank plans
to raise Rs 2,000 crore
throngh Qualified In-
stitutional  Placement
(Qll’) during the ongo-
ing quarter, a top offi-
cial of the bank said.

The bunk has already
appointed merchant
bankers and legal ad-
vigers for the proposed
QIP, Punjab & Sind
Bank managing direc-
tor and CEQ Swarup
Kumar Suhu said.

"With the QIP, the
government holding in
the bank would come
down 3-4 per cent and
capital adequacy ratio
would rise at the end of
March 2025," he said.

The government of
India holds 98.25 per
cent stake in Punjab &
Sind Bank at the end
of December 2024, he
said.

The government has
extended the deadline
for meeting minimum
public  sharchelding
norms for central pub-
lic scctor enterprises
and public sector tinan-
cial institutions till Au-
gust 2026.

Out of 12 publie sec-
tor banks (PSBs), five
are yet to comply with
minimum public share-
holding (MPS) norms
and the government's
holding is beyond 75
per cent.

As per the Sccuritics
and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi), all listed
companies must main-
tain an MPS of 25 per
cent.

The bank's board
had alrcady approved
a capital mop up of Rs
10,000 crore, including
Rs 5,000 crore as in-
frastructure bonds, Rs
2,000 crore as QTP and
the remaining Ks 3,000
crore as Tier-1 or Tier-
2 bonds for the current
fiseal.




Kangana Ranaut's

TOP STORY, Decti, Monpay 20 Januasy 2025

'Emergency’ earns
Rs 7.39 crore in two days

New Delhi

ctor Kangana Ra-

naut’s “E

ger

ected Rs 7.39
crore at the domestic box
office in two days, the mak-
ers said on Sunday.

The political drama,
which sees Ranaut play-
ing the role of former
prime minister Indira
Gandhi, focuses on 21
months of Emergency from
1975 to 1977. The film,
which courted controversy
over its censor certificate
and allegations that it mis-
represents the Sikh com-
munity, released
across the eountry on Fri-
day after several delays.
According to Ranaut's

Emer-

has col-

was a.

Manikarnika Films, the
film earned Rs 3.1 crore
net on day one, followed by
Rs 4.28 erore on Satur-
day. The film'’s two-day net
collection stood at Rs 7.30
crore.

“The buzz is UNSTOP-
PABLE as #Emergency
grips audiences nation-
wide! The momentum is
building—experience the
film everyone's talking
about,” the banner posted
on Sunday.

“Emergency”
screened at
Punjab on Friday, follow-
ing state-wide protests by
the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
and Sikh organisations
with many politicians call-

was not
nemas in

ing for a ban
The SGPC, an apex gur-
dwara body, and several
Sikh organisations held
demonstrations against the
movie outside cinemas,
multiplexes and malls
across the e.
Ranaut decried the de-
mand for a ban on "Emer-
gency” and said the film's
restricted screenings in
parts of Punjab is a “com-
plete harassment of art
and the artis'
“Emergency” also fea-
Anupam  Kher,
Shreyas Talpade, Vishak
Nair, Milind Soman and
late actor Satish Kaushik.
The film is produced by
Zee Studios and
Manikarnika Films.

tures

Jason Derulo dances to
Bollywood hits ‘Chammak
Challo’, ‘UP Wala Thumka’

Mumbai
merican singer-
songwriter and
dancer  Jason
erulo, best
known for his global hit
‘Swalla’, recently embraced
Bollywood fever during his
visit to India.

Theartist, in the country to
promote his latest music
video ‘Snake', collaborated
with actor and dancer Nora
Fatehi for the highly antici-
pated track.

During his promotional
tour, Denilo made a special
appearance on a dance real-
ity show, where he delighted
fans by grooving to Shah
Rukh Khan's iconic song
‘Chammak Challo from the
movie ‘Ra.One’.

‘Chaminak Challo’ sung by
Akon and Hamsika Iyer fea-
tures Shah Rukh Khan and
Kareena Kapoor Khan.

He also showcased his
moves to the lively Govinda
classic "UP Wala Thumka'
from the film "Hero No. 1.
‘The American star’s enthu-
siasm for Bollywood music
and dance left the audience

Jasleen Royal performs ‘We Pray’ with Chris
Martin on stage at Coldplay’s Mumbai concert

Mumbai

and Dressed in

ndian singer Jasleen

Royal brought a spe-

cial touch to Cold-

play’s concert at DY
Patil Stadium in Mumbai
on Saturday.

Jasleen opened the show
with a soulful performance
of her song “Kho Gaye
Hum Kahan”, captivating
the audience. Later, she
joined Coldplay's front-
man, Chris Martin, on
stage for a heartfelt duet of
“We Pray”, a track from
the band's latest album
Moon Music.

Sharing highlights of the
memorable evening on In-
stagram, Jasleen posted
clips of her performance

Shaunak Sen reveals
cancer battle and recovery:
'"The tumour is out of me'

Mumbai
haunak Sen, the di
rector of Oscar-
nominated docu-
mentary “All That
idhe
iscancer-free after being di-
agnosed with a “malignant
tumour in his kidney™ last
year,

The filmmaker shared a
health update on his offi-
cial Instagram account
alongside a few pictures of
him from the hospital bed
and his peers from the in-
dustry who visited him in-
cluding Mira Nair, Tillotama
Shome, and others.

“Bit of an absurd update.
October end, during a check-
up for an autoimmune thing
I got a shock diagnosis: a
routine scan revealed a small
malignant tumour in the
Utter bolt from the

The director further said
he underwent surgery in De-
cember, which was success-
ful.

“No kidney-related symp-
toms, no hereditary history,
no big history of drink-
ing/smoking. Urgent sur-
gery was advised. On the
26th of December, I had a
partial nephrectony, ie a
part of my kidney was re-
moved. (it was converted
from robetic to an open sur-
gery midway, so there's a
dramatic Cronenbergian
gash in the belly.) It was
successful, the cancer is out
of me,” Sen said.

While most people cele-
brated Diwali, Christinas,

S
o0

and New Year with family
and friends, the director
found himself grappling with
his health in the hospital.
“The accidental discovery
‘was a blessing in disguise, it
was caught very early at a

low-grade stage. Recover-
ing since and regaining
strength,” he said.

Sen’s movie 2022

“All

That Breathes™ was nomi-
nated for Best Documentary
Feature at the 95th Academy
Awards in 2023,

It won the ‘World Cinema
Grand Jury Prize: Docu-
t the 2022 Sun-

e Award for Best
y at, the 2022

a shimmering black outfit
with smoky makeup and
hair, she looked stun-
ning as she played the pi-
ano and sang to loud
cheers from the crowd.

Expressing her gratitude,
she wrote, “Thank you
Mumbai, I love you.”

The evening was filled
with surprises, with Chris
Martin infusing a uniquely
Indian flavour into the con-
cert.

The concert featured sev-
eral surprises. Chris Martin
charmed fans by reading
placards held by the audi
ence, saying “Shukri
and even shouting “Jai Shri
Ram,” which drew enthu-

Wi

siastic applause. Curious
about the phrase, Martin
asked fans what it meant.

Adding a playful twist,
Martin gave a shoutout to
Indian ¢ricketer Jasprit
Bumrah. During one of the
final songs, he joked, “Hold
on, we have to finish the
show because Jasprit Bum-
rah wants to come and play
backstage. He says he
needs to bowl at me now.”
Although Bumrah didn't
appear, the mention
thrilled the crowd.

The concert, organized
by BookMyShow Live, was
asensory extravaganza fea-
turing Coldplay cla
Fix You and A Sky
Stars.

From 'Jai Shri Ram' to
shout-out for Jasprit Bumrah,

Coldplay wins Mumbai

Mumbai
rom asking what
“Jai Shri Ram’

means to giving a

tongue-in-cheek
shout-out to cricketer Jasprit
Bumrah, Coldplay's first con-
certin India in nine years wag
nothing short of a cultural
celebration where the band's
frontman Chris Martin cap-
tivated the audience with his
humour and curiosity.

There were plenty of un-
forgettable moments that
resonated deeply with fans at
Navi Mumbai's DY Patil St
dium where Coldplay
started their ‘Music of the
Spheres World Tour' in In-
dia.

For two hours at the
packed stadium, Martin belt-
edout chartbuster tracks like
"Paradise”, "Viva La Vida",
“Adventure of a Lifetime",
"Yellow”, "Fix You", and "A
Sky Full of Stars”, among
others,

One of the evening’s most.
stand moments came when
Martin noticed a fan holding
a placard that read “Jai Shri
Ram.” Curious, he uttered
the phrase, igniting thun-

. >

derous cheers from the
crowd

He then said, “What does
Jai Shri Ram mean? Must be
something good.” Martin's
imnocent inquiry about the
meaning of the phrase only
heightened the audience'’s
excitement.

Throughout the evening,
Martin made a concerted ef-
fort to conmect with the au-
dience
tongues. His attempts to
speak Hindi and Marathi
were met with overwhelming
warmth. At the beginning of
the concert, he interacted
with the crowd in Marathi,
Hindi, and English,

He began by saying in
Marathi, “Tumhee saghre
anjchaan distat’ (You all look
beautiful today).

He then said in Hindi,
“Aap sab ka babut swagat hai
humare show pe. Mumbai
mein aakar hume bahut
Ihushi ho rahi hai. (You're all
very welcome to our show.
We feel happy after coming
to Mumbai.) "Sorry, my Hin-
di and Marathi are bad but I
tried my best.” he said, before
itching to English.

in their native

|

cheering,

‘UP Wala Thumka' sung by
Sonu Nigam features Govin-
daand Karisma Kapoor. The
dance number has remained
a fan favourite since its re-
Jease in 1997.

On the show, Derulo and
Nora Fatehi also made Malai-
ka Arora groove to their track
‘Snack’.

Year of ‘Sholay’,
‘Deewar’, ‘Nishant’
and more, when
creativity peaked
in Hindi cinema

New Delhi
t was a standout year,
and not just in Indian

politics. 1975, the year

of the Emergency, spelt
gold for Hindi cinema with
memorable films such as
“Sholay”, “Deewar”, “Amndhi™
and “Nishant” making their
way to theatres.

Fifty vears on, they live on
in public memory, each a
classic in different genres
and in different moods. It
was also the year of “Chupke
Chupke”, “Mili”, “Julie”,
“Chhoti Si Baat" and “Jai
Santoshi Ma".

Ahappy confluence of tal-
ent, a projection of simmer-
ing public discontent orsim-
ply a time when writers-di-
rectors were true creators?
Actually, 1975 was all of these.

If “Sholay™ and “Deewar™
cemented Amitabh
Bachcha image as the
"Angry Young Man~ and gave
play to working class angst of
the time, "Aandhi” was the
lyrical lament of love that
was not to be and “Nishant”,
a parallel cinema pioneer,
was an angry exploration of
feudalism in rural India.

Henry Cavill, girlfriend Natalie
Viscuso welcome first child

Los Angeles
ollywood star
Henry Cavilland
his girlfriend
Natalie Viscuso
have welcomed their first
child

The couple has not yetan-
nounced the news publicly,
but they were spotted in Aus-
tralia on Saturday, strolling
with a baby carriage. Photos
of their outing with the new-
‘born have since surfaced on
social media.

In April 2024, Cavill, 41,
had confirmed that heis ex-
pecting his first child with
Viscuso, a television execu-
tive,

“I'm very excited about it.
Natalie and I are both very ex-
cited about it. I'm sure you'll
see much more of that,” the
actor told entertainment out-
let Access Hollywood at the
New York City premiereof his
film "Ministty of Ungentle-
manly Warfare'

Cavill and Natalie, who is in
her late 30s, made their re-

lationship Instagram official
in April 2021 when they
shareda photo of themselves
playing chess on their re-
spective profiles.

“Lam very happy in love,
and in life. T'd be enormous-
ly grateful if you were happy
with me. If you can't bring
yourself to be happy with
me, then at the very least try.
to do yourself prond and be
the best version of yourself
(sic),” he had posted on In-
stagram.

The couple made their red
carpet debut in New York

22 for the pre-
miere of Cavill's Netflix movie
"Enola Holmes 2",

Viscuso and Cavill are also
collaborating on a screen
adaptation of the miniature
wargame “Warhammer
40,000". Cavil had earlier
spoken about becoming a fa-
ther and his idea of parent-
hood,

“If 1 ever have kids one
day, 1 want to be the dad
who's running round after
them. And if I do have kids,
even now, it’s starting to get
quite late.






